
tiMiM· 8Ma_e~J? OI"'TIlE'JUJiDOOS. ,.1 
'Db Cka. FNm a ultii"ll anti Ii Ie""al. mood,6 

at.se the"MCllli1s, '1M' !ntJke-.catCheN, aud qnack doetorfJ. 
"Tlmy e&rry snakes in baskets as a sbew, and, harving" 
talt.en ollt their poisonous fangs, play whh them befere 
the sp'etatorllt receiving their bite on their arms, fold,jog 
them roun41 the-ir necla!, &e. at which ti.mes they use 
musical instrulIlents j but tltere does not appear to" aoy 
instances of serpeot8 being affected by music, though 
many HindOQs, believe, that they can be drawn oftt of 
their beles by the power of charn18 or incantatIOns; and 
perhap:!! the PSlllraist aUlldes to a similar opinion, when 
he'S!lYs of the wicked, " they are hke the deaf adder, that 
stopped. her ear, which WIU not hearken to the voice of 
the c.harUler, chal'muIg never so WiSely." 

40th Class. From a man named Deviili'i (brought ioto 
Bengal by the bird Giirooru!) and a female \'oisbyl1, 
arMe the Guni1ki1s, and Badytlkari1s. The fOrdle1' wear 
the poita, and are called Doivtlgnu bramhtins; the Jette\
are miserable musicians; they also mak.e different kinds 
of mats. 

T& a people who UH no chairs, and few bedsfeatis,. 
JOats are very neeellsary: and a number are made io Ben· 
gal. The name of the most inferior mat is chand" wlW:h 
is made from the grass khttree,l and is three Cilbits and a 
half long, and two cubits and a half broad; it is sold for 
about two-pence. A coarse mat, called jb6ntuIa, is made 
from t~ grass mlWya,1Il and soh! for eight an_. The 

< df1.rmUs, made from the reed ar~' tibialis, are ueed ~ 
eit altd sleep lipan, ,.1fttll a'i to inclo8e the sidef and 
eDds of the aauses of the poor, twenty or thirtv of which 

I Saccharum (usrum. 
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ate $Old for a roopee. Of a'lIotber &ort, called moula, 
five cubit" long and three and a bali wide, and made from 
the above reed cut mto small tbre~\ds, eIght, nine, or ten, 
are sold for a roo pee. Another kwd, nsed to sit and 
sleep upon, is made from the grass ki1chkuchJya j thirty
two of which, four cublt& long and two broad, are sold 
for a mopee. Sixteen mats of nellr1y the same dimen
sions as the la&t, made from the grass meltya, are sold 
for a roopee. Valandiya, a mat made at a village of this 
name, )" very much used hy the natIves to Sit and sleep 
upon eight of them are sold for the roopee. Another 
kind, called katee, five cub)t" long and three broad, made 
from tlle gras!; patee. hells at half n roopee the pair; su
penor h.wds are sold at one, two, three, four, fhe, six, 
and even Pight l'Oopees the pair. .From the rough grass 
hogula" anothe .. kind of mat 1~ made, sixly of wlucb arc 
sold for a roopee. From the ICdves of the date and of 
the fan palm",? mats are madf', ",xteen of which are sold 
for a mopcc. A very btrong mat fOl" floorf1, which will 
last many years, IS made with split can<>s.p A sacred mat, 
used in worship, ill made of the grass ka&llu,q and sold at 
different price&, from a penny to one roopee each. Ano
ther kind, the shcetiilupatecs,' laid on beds or couches on 
arCQunt of dleir coolnc~s, are sold at one roopee up to 
five each. 

41st Class From ldng Yenli, in a miraculous manner, 
"prune; the Mlechus, Poolllldii~, Poo\,ku"lrus, Khuloils, 
Yt1vi1ni:i~, So6kshUliis, l{amboJus, Shuvurus, and'Khilrils. 
All European!! are branded with the name of MIecbO, 
wbi~b word, according to the poor~ni1s, denotes per80ns 

.. Typha elephanta. 0 HorRsDs ftabelllformJI!. P CIlIa.lDtH rolang. 
SIIoCcllOl Uill spontanculll. r Thalia dlcllot()ma. 
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who despise the gods, nnd partake of forbidden food; or, 

io other words, pers!!n!! who .. e Illanllt'r;; dJlft.>r from thoi'll' 
of the Hindoos. The Musulmans are ('ulled YUviinlb: 

The H indoo!' generally speal{ of thirt~.~ix ca<;ts of shoo
drus; but those h(>J'e collected, from one of the ~mfltee~, 

amount to ne,lrly fifty; and the namfOS of severdl mort> 

might have been added, 

Remarks on the rjf('cts of t"r ('mi.-The Hindoo silas
trus bear the most eVldellt proof .. , that the founders of 
this 6)Rtf'm must have bel'n men who desig-ned to deify 

themselves, \Ve CUll hClll'cely suppose thut the <;Jbtcm 

ori~inaled With a mOll'nrch, fur he would not ha ve placed 
the regal powpr beneath that of thl" priebthood; it could 

only sprlllg flOI11 a IJlllUher of proud a<,cetlc'i, who, how
ever, were filr from being sJIlcC're In their rejection or 
.. ecnlar aftdlr"l, as they "I"cured to their 0\\ n ortJer all the 
wealth and hononrs of the country, together \~ith the 

,>ervice of the other three ordprs. 1~Teeahly to thiS plan, 
the per~on., of the first orclf'r wl"re to be wor ... hippE'd as 
gods; all the duties of the second conc<>ntrated in thiR, 

they were to protect the bramhuns; the third was to ac
quire wealth for them, ami the fourth to pel'form their 
menial sen-ice: the rules for thes!:' orders wl"re so fixed, 
that though the higher orders IDlght !>ink mto the lower2 

the latter could never rise, except in another birth. 

The institution of the cast, so far from having contri
buted to the happiness of society, bas he!:,11 one of its 

greatt'St scourges. It is the formation of artificial orders, 
independently of merit or demerit, doonllng nllle tentbs 

• The Hindoos say, that from a sa.ge of this name the lIIu!ulwans are 
df'l'ceuded 
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of the people., even befoTe bivth', t9 a .bite of lDefttid 8fld 

bodily degradation, in whie1r tbey are for ever shut but 
from all the learning and honoUrs 6f the' country. 

The distioctions of rank in Europe ate founded upon 
etvio ml'rit Ot' loorning, and answer very impol"tnt end9 

ill the social union; but this systea eemmeDeea with"an 
act of the most consummate injustiee that was e.er per-

• 
petrated; binds in chains of adamant nine-tenths of the 
people; deburs them for ever from all aeeess. to a higher 
state, whatever their merjts may be; puts II. Jock upon fhe 
whole intellect of three of the four orden, and branding 
their very birth with infamy, and rivetting their clm.ins tor 
ever, says to millions and milliorrs of mankind, " You 
proceederl from tbe feet of Brumlla j )OU were created for 
servitude." 

Some persoDti have tbought that the cast, as it respected 
mechanical employments, must be advantage,ou;, since, hy 
confiniHg the members of one family to one trade, it seoured 
improvement. Actual experience, however, completely 
disproves this tbeory, for Hindoo mechanieg never intro
dme a new article of trade, nOl! imvrove an old ODe. I 
know that improvement!; have been made under the in-
8Jle«lQon of Europeans, but these do lIot ent\.'r into tbe 
argument. For native use, the sam~ cloths, the same 
eal'then, ht'ass, iron, and other uteostls, the same gold aad 
silver ornaments, ill use from time immemorial, unim· 
-prowm, are ia use at this day. But, H these ,.eehanical 
<employments had been thrown opeD to alll'Bllk., wito"can 
'D1 what adftnees might not havebsen mede-ia .proTe
IIJebt 1 Those -ho are ~uaiated witA tbe eWe. of 
Earopean '!lull and taste on, the ¥tiats of Benpl,.caa.o&ee 
very pl&io:-Jtan amazing chaage lOr the better: tlwllatWe 
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gaJd8IDitb., jQ>baera, ,.flIa, ahoe-makers, &... mer the 
l"Perintendaoae of Eoropeans, produce work.me inferior 
to ,that imported Cr. £Qt'Qpe. 

, But DOt only is the ellA contrary to every principle of 
justice and poliey;, it is repugnant to every feeling of 
~nevolenoe. The sochll ~ircle is almost invariably eom
posed of periODs ~f the same cast, to the careful e:xelusitJ" 
of others. It arms one dass of men against another; it 
gives rise to the greateat degree of pride and apathy. It 
forms a sufficient ~~cuse for not doing an act of bene
volence towards another, that he is ,Qat of the same cast ; 
nay, a man dying with thirst will not accept of a cooling 
draught of water froUl the hands or the cup of a person of 
Q lower cast. I knew a kayust'hn, whose son bad rejected 
the cast, seek an asylum at his son's house just befora 
death; yet so strong were the prejudices of east, that th., 
(lId man would not eat from the hands of his own SOil, but 
crawled on his bands and knees to the bouse of a neigh
bour, and received food from entire strangers rather tDaQ 
from his own child, thpugh be was then on tbe brink of 
that wOl'ld~ where all casts are resolved into those of the 
righteous and the wicked. If a shiiu(h'u enter dUHooJi.. 
rOGm of a brambun, the latter throws away all his eadh~n. 
l'e.\tSels 88 defiled j nay, the very touch of a sboodril m~ke8 
a bramhiln unelean, and compels him to bathe, ill order 
to wa.sh away the smin. Ou tbe other band, ill the spirit 
of revenge, tbe toortls, a clasa of shuQdrus, Q0flstoor tMiI" 
aouses defiled, e~ throwaway their «ooking u.t~t.J if 
.. ~mhltn visit ~ ~ they, do "t ,hilS treat .eWlllll, ,a 
MlRlfNQ. Tbe k6}-6s, ano~ cast of shoodrUs, also 
ib~Oft' .wilY their,c~ v,""l& if a bramlNiu com" ~ 
~ !toM. 10 ahortt ~ cut OMINen all, the socital UQ 

b .... koot feehag'S; and mu6s 1J p dae A0&rt of.aa 8gaMittt 
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man in "a manner unknown even amongst the most savage 
tribes. The apathy of the Hindoo'l has been noticed by 
all who are acquainted with their c1mracter: when a boat 
sinks in a storm on the Ganges, and persons nre been 
floating or sinking all around, the Hindoos in those boob; 
which may remain by the Side of' the river, or in those 
pa8sing by at tht: time, look on with perfect mdiWercnoe, 

perhaps wIthout moving an oar for the rescue of those 
who are actually perihbmg. 

What is the crime for wllich a person frequently forfeits 
his cast, and bewrnefi all oulca;,.t and an exile 101' ever? 
11erhaps he bas bl'l'n found eating WJlh a virtuolls friend; 
or, he has E'mbraced thp religIOn of }II!, cOll!o.ciPllce; or, l)(~ 
has vi.,ited other cOlluinl..'s on hll~IIH'Sf', and 1m., heen ('om
pelIed, b)' the nature of IllS Htuahon, to eat food not 
eooked by persons of hIS own cast. .For thest', or other 
reasons, tbe cast proscribes bim ill .. father's honse, and if 
his mother con8ent to talk with him, It Illu;:,t be by Rtealtb, 
or at a distance frolli the place which was once his hOl1le, 
into which hp must never more enter. Hence the cast 

converts hospitality, friendship, and the desire to visit 
foreign realms, into crime!', and millets on the offender, 

in sonle cases, a punir..hment WOI se than death Itself. 
Gbilnllshyamu, a bramhun, about thirtyRfive years ago, 
went to England, and lost his rank. liokooll1, another 
bramhiin, about the same time, went to Madras, and was 

renounced by hiS relations; but, after mcurrmg some 
expense in feasting bramhilo8, he regainf:>d his cast. In 
the year 1808, a blacksmith, of Serampore, returned from 
Madras, and was disowned by his friends, but after ex
pe~ding two thollBand roopees amongst the bramhuns, he 
was restored to his family. In the year lSOI, the mother 
of Kalee-prusad.ghoshil, a rich kayilst'hU, of Benares, 
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who had lost cast by intercourse with Milsulmans, and 
was caUed a pecr-alf:e,' (lied. Kal~c-prusad was much 
concerned about presentmg the offerings to the manes, 
and, after much intreaty and promi~e of rewardR, at laRt 
prevailed upon eleven hramhuns to perform the cerf'mon;es 

in the mght. A person who had a disput{' with these 

bramhuns informed against them, and they were immeM 

daately abandoned by their friends. After waiting several 
days in vain, haping that his fdends would relent, one of 
these braOlhtill!', "1u'ipendmg a JiIr of water from llis body, 
drownc·d himself 10 the Gangf's !-Some years ago, Ramu, 
a bramhun, of Trivencc, haVIng, by mIstake, married bis 
son to a p(>cr-alce girl, and beIng abandoned by hlS friends, 
died through grief. In the year 1803, Shivu.ghoshii., a 
ka)i1st'hli, mUI'ned a peer-alee gul, and was not restored 
to llis cast till after seven )ear<;, and he had expended. 
700 roopp€'s.--About the same pellod, a brambUnee, of 

VClu-pookhurlya, b.l\'ing been deflowered, and 10 can
se()u!'ncp uepnveJ of her cast, refused aU foot!, and expired 
ill a few duys.-In tbe Village of BUJbuj, some years ag.o, 
a young man who h,ul lo!>t IllS cast through the criminal 
intflg,ues or hj~ mother, a wldow,u ill a state of frenzy, 

r A nuwab of the name ot Pt:"L.alec ,s ch,"gcrl Illtl, haling destroyed the 

Jail!.. of many Hilldno~, br.ullhtill~, lind olher~, and froUl these persons ha,'e 
de~ct'nde,1 .. VCI Y cou,uJelllble number "I {",mlw. sc"ttered over the country. 

~ ho hd' ~ bl'cn br'lUlled With tll~ uame of thl'1I oppres,or. These peNlQll8 

Illactlcc "II the ceICIIWlllt', of th(' Hlllt!oo IchglOn, but III e carefuUyavolIJed 

h} dther Hllldo()~ as oIiICII,tS. It 1~;;uPllo~ed, that nut les~ than fifty familIes 

of pii€r.ale;"~ III'c in C,l!cutla, who employ bl.lw',un I",ests to perform toe 
cel'cm()JUe8 of the HJndoo tehglUu lUI them. It I~ SRi.!, Thllt raJR KI'18h12t1· 

Cbiindlii-RciyU was prombed tile Illci18 ofroopee$ by a peer-alee, If he w!tWc1 
ouly hOllour hun wllh a \'18it of a few UlOll.lents but he It'.fu!II"d 

U On account Of malfJagt'S being contracicu so paJly III Ihis 'country, tbe 
number of virgin wldO\\s Is very gre'lt The Hilldoo~ acknowled!je &hat 
almost aU yOllUg l\>idolVS, bdllg excluded froll! a second marriage, UTe ltI & 

lltate Qi adllltery. 
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~''himself, and his 't;to IR-otllet-s abaUdoned the 
M4Ury.-.Oooroo--priisad, a bra1l1btt 1'1 , or Charn.,. in 
But'thtsn, not many !elU's 8g0, through feat of losing east, 
itl consequence of the iritidelity ofbis wife, abandoned his 
bome, and died of grief Bt Benarea.-A bout the year 1800, 
a bra~t1nee, ofShantoo-poorl'f, murdered her illegitimate 
eb1id, to -prevellt discovery and loss of east.-In the year 
1.807, a bramhlln, of Trivenee: murdered his wife by 
strangling ber, under the fear that be should lose Cllst, 
tbrough her criminal intrigues.-About the year 1790, 
Kaleo-dasil, a bramMin, who had married, through the 
wickedness of a ghi1Hlkn~ a wasberman's daughter, was 
obliged to fly with her to Brnares, but being there dis
.c(W'e~, he sold all his property and fled, and his wife fell 
into a state of insonity. - In the time of raja Krishnn
Cbilndrn-Ra-yu, a bramhitn, ofShantee-pooru, was charged 
with a criminal intrigue with the daughter ora shoe-maktlr ; 
the raja forbad the barber to shave the fd mily , or the 
wBsherman to wash for them; in this distress, they applied 
to the raja, and afterwards to Ole niiwab, but in vain. 
A.fter many pretended friends bad, by fair promises, drained 
them oftbeir all, tbe raja relented, and permitted them to 
be shaved, but the family have not obtained their rank to 
this day. 

N umbers of outcasts abandon their homes, and wander 
about tiH deatb. Many other instances might be given 
in wbich the fear oflosing cast has led to the perpetration 
of the most shocking murders, which in this country are .en, concealed; and thousands of children are mur
~~,d' 'in the womb, to prevent discovery and the COII

~en£ l~ of c;lst, particularly in tbe ,houses of tbe 
~ftti ~)Jtins. 



-Not ~ly' is 'a persou 'w~ has lost cast deprived of hi. 
property, anti renoun.ced by his friends, bqt be is ex
cluded from all tbe services and comf"rts of religion; 
from all its supposed benefits at and after death, and is of 
course considered as miserable in a future state. 

The Hindoos relate a story of Vachilsputee-misbrtl, 
- who Jived about' six nundred years ago,. and who, for 

repeating the four vediis from memory before .. the king 
of Nit'hila,reoeived as a fee 10,000 cows. Ail the 
reception or a gift of cow s is forbidden, in the ktllee 
yoogli,X the friends of the pilndlt renounced him as an 

I 

outcast, till he had made the proper atonement, by 
offering a piece of gold. And thus, a man who according 
to the brambtins, could repeat the four vedils from 
memory, the repetition of the trillit('ral s)lIable ofwhicb 
would remove the sins of a world, was made an outcast, 
because he had received a present of cows. If be bad 
received a gift to the same amount in another form, 
he would have been blameless. 

According to the sbastrils, the offences by wbich rank 
is lost, are, the eating with persons of inferior cast;1 
cohabiting with women of low cast; eating flesh or 
drinking spirits; pal-taking of that which has been .pre-

K This is forbidden both in the smritees and poorani:is~ though moat 
of the Mambdn!, at present, find tile temptation too strong to "fellst. A 

11ft of gold is also forbidden. 

J The Hindoo 8yste01 i. not ouly a syatem 9f terror as it respects tlte 11l1ee 
of the caqt; bat of pride, 88 ad'mittlng, on the ODe hand, no prolelytel!, Qd, 
On the other, brandiag other casts with opprobrious nawes, and ded.rl~K 
their very birth abd manllers infamous. In,\te one of the lOWe8Nw4era of 

shOOdrIU to a feast with au European of the high_,rtuk. w he tlll'Wl.,l{ay 
hie,. wltb tlle lIKMt Blarked dispst. 
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pared hy' a person of an inferior m:der; dealing in things 
pl'~hihited by the sllastru, :1" cow~skins~ fish, &c. 

'Persons may sink lower in cast, in cases where they do 
not become entirE' outcasts. A bramhiin, by officiating 
ait priest to a shoodril, does not become a shoodru, but he 
sinks into a de<;pl"l'd order or bralDhilns. 

Person'> Im'aking the rule,> of the cast were formerly 
pUlli~h('(I· by the II mdoo kings; now It depends upon 

mere accldt'llt whether a per,>on violating the rules of the 
Cd~t he proceeded against or Ilot. Strictly speaking, 
foocarccly any Hindoo'i lIVe accordi.ng to these rules, 
~nd va,;t lHultitudes dally and notoriou.,ly violdle t1Jem. 
In some re~pcct,:, the great body of the people do that 
lvhich 1" fOJ hidden: a'i for in~tance, they eat rice pre
p;lI ed for sale by' MUsiilmans: here the number of 
offenders ib so gl'eat, that the law cannot be enforced. 
Where a persoll is known to retalll a ;\liisulman mibtress, 
tIle offence is fl't>q ucntly wj{JkC'd a t, unless he happens to 
quarrel l\ ith another, nnd then the latter insist" upon his 
being exc1uded the cast. 'Yhen only one per~on objects 
to eat or bmol,e with another who has forfeited his ca"t, 
he is otten bribed to hold hi!. peuce; hilt if a nUl:Qber of 
persons objl'ct, the cal>e is desperate; )ct there are timel't 
",ben a delinquent forms a part)' in his fdvour, wbo 
declare, that they will retain him amongst them. Some
times the whole village assembles, to decide about a per
son's retaining the cast; wlten, if the decisjo~ &e in his 
favour, aU his friends eat with him; if not, they refuse, 
and prohihit bis entering their houses. There is no 
other form of exclusion. 

Persons whoJHlve been deprived of their cast, ba,,~ in 
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some instances, offered large sums (0 regain it, but in vain. 

On the contrary, other ofi'ender~, who have had no ene
my to oppose them, and vpry little that thc ~Jramhi1ns 
could <;(>ize, have regained theil' ea'lt for a IllNC trifle,Z 

The only way of being rf>imtated in theH' rank i~ to give 
a fea.;t to bramhuns: all thing" may he oblained by 
plea"ing tlll" )H'ivdegNl ordel', III n' ho~e hand" the cast is 
either a treasury chest, or a rod of iron, 

Aftpl' the f'I'tabli"hment of 01(' En?,ln,h pow('r in IJ'en
gal, till' ell'>t of ,t hl'<lmhl2o of C,tlcul(,l wa<; d<'~troyctl hy 
no EUl'OpC'.lIl, who 1'01 ced wtn hl~ n1()uth f1f'~lt, "pirits, 
&c, Atier Il'nhllning thmp ),PaI s. n (Illtca~t, ~I'('at ('{fort" 

,\('n' l1l.Hle. at an ('xpen .. e of 80,000 roopl'c", to rcgain 
the C<l"t, hut III Yam, it" mom)' hl'nmhl'ilJ'> of the "arne 
order lefu"ed con-,Pllt. Aftp\ thi", an exp('T1-c of tno 
I,lcl.,- (,I'I oOp<'l'S 11101'(' W;)" IIll'LJlTecl, wlwn he wa., re .. torf'd 

to lll~ fl I(>lld~. A hOllt thp }pal' 1802, H pprgon In Calcutta 

(').pelllled 111 ft'.l<;illl!!, Hnd pi (",en!" to 1llamhtins, SO,OOO 

roopl'e~ to ohtalll Ill" C<l~t, which h,ld been lost through 
(·atlng wllh a hralllliun or the p(;pr-alcl' ea"t. Afler this, 
two pppr-alee bramlli'ill<" of C,llclltta made an effort to 

obtalll tlIPlr ca"t, but were dic;appointed, after expending 
a \'('1,)' large sum. 

Sometime,> a pl'rsnn j" restored to his cast on making 

7 Mall) d,fft'lellt cast~ kwc o\t their head Indnlduals c,\lled Pramallikus, 

wtlO are COllsuited 011 all POlllt, I cI at IIlg to the C!I&t, When per,olls WIsh to 

make <I fca~t, they consult theIr pr<lmalllkli respectlllg who shall be ]m'lted, 

and what plcsents shall be gllell to the guests. The sh(j'.duls of one eRst 
lJlJllg III fOUl or f",c vIlldges ba\e olle ptalllamb.i:i, who adjusts dIfference, 

between the IlldnJ[luJh of the ca&t over which he pres ales If a per· 

8011 say., be Wlllllot cat with anoUler, he! ausc he hilS done somethiug con· 

1I,l\y to the 1 ule- of the ('a~t. the Ilralll,lIl1ku sometimes adJust~ the bl1aiBeSS, 

h)' l'ew\Vdlllg tIllS man, that 111 hl8 family also there ale 6urh amI such 

nlark. or the plague. 
VOl .. Ill. N 
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tbe .requisite ~tonemellt; but ID4lny a.ftirfll tbat t~e .~ 
Olent benefits the party only in a future state, and does 
Dot eWect his restoration to society in this wprld. The 
offering of atonement is a cow, or a piece of gold, 
or cloth, or a few kourees. 

Such are the baneful effects of the cast on social life. 
But that which, more than any thing else, in the opinion 

. of a sincere christian, condemns the cast, IS tbe resistance 
which it opposes to the prevalence of the true religion. 
If a Hindoo be convinced ofthe~"cellency of the christian 
religion, be mm.t become a martyr the salDe hour tbat 
he becomes a christian. He must think no mOre of 
si.ttlng 10 the bosom of bis family, but must literally for
sake" aU that be bath" to become tbe di!>ciple ofChfl&t. 
Liberty to obey the decisions of the mind, and the convic
tions of conscience, has ever been considered as one of the 
m.ost important birtb-rights of a rataonal being; but the 
east opposes all the rights of reason and conSCience, and 
presents almost insurmountable obstacles to the progress 
of truth. 

The loss of oost, however, 10Eles half its terrors \\ here a 
person can obtain society suited to his wishes: the ('hain& 
of the cast, too, are severely or lightly felt in plOportion 
to .. person's worldly incumbrances: an unmarried person 
pods it comparatively easy to leave one order of society 
and eoter into another. I have seen some who have lost 

{. 

QUIt, quite as happy as those possessed of atl that this dis
\ 
tinction could bestow: many of the peer-a lees are pas-
~d of large property, and are invited to Hiodoo 
r-ti_ without reserve; with this difference only be
fi'ixt them aad otber Hindoos, that they do not mix with 
·dae ott.er casts at tbe lime of eating; bat this e.ilt8 .lso 



aDitHig itiff'erent rttn'ks ofbrllJnhl1'n8: a bramhun of high 
rrulk will not eat in the same house, and at the SRlDe time) 
wit'h 0. bramhun of low cast. 

In some parh of India, the natives do things with_ 
ill'lpunity which in other parts would cau!'e the loss of cast. 
In the upper provinces, the regulations of the cast rela
tive to eating are less regarded than in Ben~al; while 
the intermi'xture of the cabt'! in marriage is there guarded 
ngainst with greater anxiety. 

Thousands of IIindoos dai~!, violate the rules of the Cltst 
in secret, and disavow it before their friends: this fact 
refers to several new sect", W lao have secedf'd, In some 
measure, from the bramhinical system. Dut there are 
great multitudes of young men, especially in Calcutta, 
who hahitually eat, in the night, with the Portuguese 
and others, and shake off the fetters of the cast whenever 
pleasure calls. Here licentious habits are makmg the 
greatest inroads on this institution: and indeed to such 
an extent are the manners of the Hindoos become cor
rupt, that nearly one half of the bramhl1ns in Bengal, the 
author IS informed, are in the constant practice of eating 
flesh and drinking spirits in private.~ Ubhl1)u-churilnfi, 
a respecta.ble bramhiln, assured the autbOl' of hi;;; having 
been credibly informed, that in the east('rn parts of Bengal, 
the bramJiuns distil in their own houses the spirits which 
they drink,: this bramhun~ a ft>w ),ears ago, at the Shyama 
festival, called, in the night, at the hou~e of a rich 
Hindoo near Calcutta, to see the i mage of the goddess) 
and observed, tbat the otTerings formed a l).ile as high as 
die image itself. T,!,o or three oftbe heads of the n,.mfty 

~ s~· intoxlc~.g drugs 1\1JO Is almost become universal 1I'lidDg '"lie 
reprelltmatirel of the gode on earth. 

N 2 
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were in a state of complete intoxication; and after re
maining a short time, one oftllem ca]]ed out, "Uncle, a 
thief is come to steal the offerings-see, he stands tbere, 
ill a white garment." The uncle, also intoxicated, but 
still able to walk, staggered up to the pile of offerings, 
and supposing th.1t to be the thief in a whIte garment, 
smote it with such force, as to SC;lUer the offerings at the 
f£>et oftbe goddess, and all over the temple floor. While 
the uncle was thus drlvmg the thief out of the temple, a 
friendly dog wa5 devouring the vomit of the nephew lal(l 
prostrate in the temple yard.-In conversation with a 
respectable shoodrit", on these secret violations of the 
rules of the ca'lt, he gave me in writing an account, of 
which the followmg; is a translation: "When a party Sit 

to ddnk spint", they ask a wise man among themselves, 
whose famdy for seven generations has been in the habit 
of drinkmg spirits, what benefit may be derived from the 
practIce: He rephes, ' He who drinks spirits, will b~ 
filled with joy, till he fall again and again to the earth: 
should he vomit, he must place his mouth in it: if he 
devour the vomit, he will be rewarded with heaven." 
Let the reader add this fact to various others which be 
will find in the introduction to the first ,'olume, and he 
will be able to account for the Scripture designating 
the practices of the heathen by the expressive term
" nbominable idolatries." 
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CHAP. III. 

SECT. I.-Of births, and the nursing and education of 
children. 

HINDOOS of respectability treat a pI'f'gnant female. 
with peculiar tenderness; and when approaching the 
time of her delivery, she is indulged with whatever she 
desit·es. This !!>olicltude does 'not arise from the fear that 
the inf.'lllt will suffer if the mother be denied what she 
longb for, but, from the hope of hav1flg a Bon, as well as 
from a common fear among the Hindoos, that If a female 
do not obtain what !!>he deSires, the dehvel'Y will be pro
longed. A Hindoo woman f'xceedingly dreads the hour 
of chlldbirlh,b especially at the first hlrth after marriage. 
In the houses of the rich, a slight shed If; always prepared 
for the felllale; who, after her delIvery, is considered a1\ 
in a state of uncleanne~<;; w here a number of families 
live together, such a Rhed i~ always l'f'served for this pur .. 
pose. Before the bltth of a clllld, to keep off evil spirits, 
the Hindoo .. lay the scull of a dead cow, smeared with red 
lead, &c. at the door of this hut. If a femelle have a dif
ficult delivery, ~he suffers extremely for want of that 
a'lsistance wInch n bkUrul surgeoIl, (did Hindoo manners 
admit of IllS services,) would be able to afford: many pe· 
lil:'h,< The midwives are chiefl) of the haree cast; other 

b So great is this dJl~ad, that it has recclvl'd " prove I blsl appellation, 
•• lIutu-sbimka, 01 the hundled.fold to be dreaded," aud tile relatIOns of 

.u('11 a female, consIderIng how doubtful ber passlIIg tlllougll that period 
wIth safety is, to Hhow their attachment, pl'eserlt hff with variouB farewell 
gifts. 

C It jg become a plO\'erb ~ong tllis indolent people, that tbe Ufe at a wo

man. bcln~ more sedentary,' is hapPlel' than that of a wan, and nothing but 
a drCllld at the danger here alluded to, makes them content to be mell stili. 

N3 
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females of Yow cast practict", ~but :they'artl not numefOtl8. 
2\' roopee and a garment are the cammon fee to the 1Did
'Wire from the middling ranks; the poor give less. 

Almost all the lower orders of Hindoos give -spirituous 
liquors to their females immediatE'I.Y after delivery; and 
medicine, a few hOllrs after the chrld is born: sickness 
rarely succeeds a 1ying-jn. When the fathedirst goes to 
ilee thf' child, if a rich man, he puts some money into its 
hand; and any of the relatives wbo may he present do 

the "ame. The mother is constantly kt"pt very warm: 
after five days slte bath(>s; and on the sixth day, to obtain 
tlle bl~iling of 8hi1sbt'bce on the child, this go-ddess is 
'W'Brtt.ipped in the room wht"re the child was born. If a 
child die soon after its birth, tilE' Hindoos !jBY, " See! the 
want of compassIOn iR Shn"ht'hcc: she gave a cluld, and 
now she has taben it away again."d If a person have se
vernl children, and they all live, the neighbours 80Y, 
" Ah !-Shihht'bcc's Jap!" On the eighth day, to please 
the neighbouring cllildren, the mt'IUbers of the fclmily 
sprinkle, with 11 winnowing' fan, on the grtHlfld opposite 
the house, eight kinds of parched pease and parcbed rice; 
and about twent}-one rh,ys uftel' dehvery,e tbe wowlln 
begins to attend to her family business. On the twenty
first day, Sbi1bht'hec is again worshipped; by the ~en 

d 8111do08 of the lowt!tit cIa"SS, if sevelal (If thrir cbildren hal'C "it'd soon 
after the birth, ~fllm:lte a lin\\, 10 be made (!'Om the ('halns,'of some 'cCllVlet. 

ad pJact: It upon the oeM 011l1d'8 IUld~. If 8 6OD,:wben gfO'i}lJl,111l., act very 
contral'! til tbe Ulannel'll of his parents, lit· I~ saui to, hal'le beet! chllAI{~ in 

the womb by Jatll.halinH. a gnd,de!lll, wnrstlJPped by this pt'opll! .• and up-
poee', a;ller name illlptJrt8, to play Iluch'lritks witb uuWkl~d •. ' ,-

• poor WOlOt'n 1\1 the lIortiJerll parts of Sen~ 81 e lu:o~ to attend to ~be 

,J1Q~il\ells oC tllelr famll!es the day after delilery. The .uthor I~ mf<ltJlled, 
:~~tifr.es a mothllr is de1I"etad MIlle at Wbrk 'in tbe field, wll'MI she 
'~_~ld bome bi ber ami., 111111 relurn. to her'work there'~ Dell 
cia,._ 
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of, t.a. mmily, ond~ ibe 8ha~ of the: fig tree. If tbe 

clUld be a son, the metht'r contiftues u"clea.n twenty .. one 
days; if a daughter, a montb. 

The respectable Hindoos, at tLe birtb 'of a child, keep 
a record, ,drawn up by a gHniikii, or astrologer, who is 
i~formed h¥ tbe father, or some relative, of the exact 
time of the birth, and iR requested to cast the nativit, of 
the child and open tbe roll of its fate. The gilnuki'gc¥,s 
home, and draws up a paper, describing what willhappea 
to the child annually, or during as many astrooomical 
periods as he supposes he shall be Aaid for: indeed some 
of these rolls describe what will happen to the persotl 
during every period of his existence. This astrologer is 
paid according to the good fortune of the infant, from olle 
roopee to one and two hundred. The parent careilUy 
~eposits tbl!> paper in his house, and looks at it occasion4 

ally, wben any thing good or evil happens to his child. 
The nativlty of sons is more frequently cast than that of 
daughters. Some persons merely keep the date of the 
birth,; or they add the signs under which the child was 
boTo, without haling its fa'te recorded. The poor keep 
no record whatever. 

When the child is 8 few days old, the parents give it a 
oame/ which is generally that of a god,g the Hindoos 
believillg, that the repetition of the names ,of the gods-is 
meritorious, and, operating 1 ike fi re, consumes- all SiD. 

Some are the simple names of gOdR, as Narayi1nir, Kar
tiki1, G~neshi1, Vllroollll, Puv-tlnil, Bhoot-nat'bil. Indril. 

( N~'I'er tbat of Its fat her. 

, 1'be DaOlet of tIle god, lire allio giVe&l1O ~ownll. gartl.,-Il,,,looJ •• '''jM 
,Shrij~Rlunl!OOl'Co the, W'!" of RaDlti j Krl.lma.·vll8l\11(1~ the- gardliSl of Krlall
aA. L1UuhUl~ tllo tea of L~ksbmie. 

N , 
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Gopulii, UllliOtii, Eeshwul·rt/l Kooveril, Muhu-d6vll,' 
Bhiigiivanu, &c. and otht"rs huvf' aUached to the name of 
a,gou another word, a .. ltallJ, and Hum-prihadil, ~Krl.,hnu, 
and J\.rir.,hllu-chilI Oil ",I Bldlllhanl,uUU,rn Shivu-llat'hi'i," 
Soor),ll-!,ant'hii.o The I1dllle" of the godd(',,~('!-, with 
an addliiollai wOld, JI> abo glVPH to 10('11, as, lJoorga
churuJlu, (Jlinga-H,amu, &c, The"le are .. cry common 
names among the Ii illdoo men. Women are named after 
the goddessc", as Kcllfoc, Doorga, Luk!>hmP'(O", Slirils
wutcc, Uuu~a, ltadha, &c. To these names Borne add 
singlt> word~, .lS Vlshnoo-priya.p A great portion of the 

various names of the gods and godd esses are chosen and 
given to men dud women. The nnmee, of heroes and 
heromcs are also given, as Yoodhlst'hiru, and Bhccmu ; 
DroupuuP'l, aud KQontcc. Names are also chof>en from 
those of trees, ROWel'S, &c. as Luvungu-}lita,'j Pildml1, r 
Soodha-mooi(hee,' Silkhec,l 

The father makes known the name, though the mother 
bas generally the privilege of choosmg it. Some Hin
doos place two lamps on two names beginning with the 
same letter, and choose that over which the ldmp burns 
most.. fiercd). Besides the'·common name, another is 
given b) ~decting a lE'tter ft'om the name of the .. tellar
IUtlllHion under which the cluld was born: this is used iR 
the marriage contract, !llld at other ceremonies. I give an 
example frou\ the name of one of the Sl1ngskritu ptindits 
io the &r'dmpore printing-office! Krishnu happened to 

h The IlUmmon 1l00'ne f(}f O(}d. I The great god. L Prd9adu. plea-

811ft!; tin. name Intlm.11cS that Ramil 18 pleased with this person. 
I Ch6rUDtl, foot. ru Allundi., joy. ft Nat'htl,lord. 0 KRDl'hil, 

beautiful. P The belo\'~d of Visl!I1oo. , Tlie rilmblllg plullt LtivitDglI, 

, The wa1er·h~y. • She whose moutb is like ,be water of lIfe. 
~ A. female fl ieDtl. 
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be tbe guardian deity of his friends i and thf'y gave thi<; 
boy, as his common namE', Gopali1, one of the names of 
Krisbnu: and us he wa~ born J\I the last (hvl.,iolJ of the 

virgiu. the SungsknUi name for which ends III t'h, 
bis htellar nllme became 'f'hakoorll-dasu. 

Some parents give an unpleasant name to a cllllJ who 

may Lp horn after repeated berellvements, as Dookhfoc,u 
Pi1nch-kollree,x Harantil Kooril,z &c. They a",slgn 48 

the reaf:>on for tbl", that as the formel' were SHeik pleasant 
children, and had such sweet names, they Jl1!d thl'ongh 
the envy of others," If the child iJv,e, the-y adll the name 

of Rami:1 to one of the above names, as Dookl1e~.Ramti, 

&c. 

A Hmdoo woman suckles hE'r cllild, if she have only 
one, tIll it is five or six ~(>ars old; ijod it is not uncommon 
to see such children standing and drawing the mother's 
breast." A Htndoo mother seldom employ" tl wet-nurse; 
nor 18 the chtld It'd with prt'pared ti)Od before the expira
tion of six months. The children of til(' rich generally 
go naked till they arnve at their fiecond or third year, 
and those of the poor till they nre Eli!> or ,>even. 

" SOI·rowful. .. Five kQuree~. , The lost. J. '1'1I&t wblch I. 

taken aw,IY by force • 
• If a dell m,m ~lIlks mlO (lOVe I I y, Sudl g,\\ lUg" II~ the~e are common: 

"Sec' how ,halp lIIen's teeth ,lie '''-'' He l~ 11Ilned cntllcly-becallac vtllell 

could not beal to see ills haPlIlDc.' "-Some Hindoos thin II , that tbe !leds 
ilcar the III ayers oi those who de~lrc the CI·J! of others, lind that perSDus 

are able to lII)ure other, by the P0,",CI of llIcaJlta.tlOn~. 
\0 It IS 'ery temall<:"blll, that the Afllcall~ a~ well ;IS the H IIIdoos suckle 

their ejuldlen long after they are able to walk, that they eat only With the 

rlgbt ~aud. ~uwke out of a thing like the hookha.; lit eIght da.y~ old aha\.e 

the h~a.d of a. child, and give it II ndme, &c. 'I'hell' dances, bke tb~ IJf the 
modoos, ATe aJ!O distlllguishetl by 'pdecent gestures. 
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As ,Hindoe women Dever learn to ftad, they anNIDahle 
aGa:eh their children their fir~t lessoos, bula father .., 
fmlruently be seen teaching 'his child to w,ite the alpha
ht when five years old: at which age the male child.en 
are commonly sent. to the village school. 

.R.ich men employ persons to teach their cbildrew., eyeD 

at five years of age, ll()W to behave on the approach ora 
bramhlin, a parent, a Rpirittrd.l guide, &c. how to sit, 
to boW', and appear to advantage, in society. When 
a boy speaks of his father, he calls hlm t'hakooril, lord; 
or of his mother, he calls her t'bakooran ceo When 
hA returns from a joarney, he bows te his father and 
~,.and, taking the dust from their feet, rubs it 
.. his head. Considering their mferiority to Europeans 
in most of the afi'dirs of polished life, the HindOO8 in 
geRel'al desel"Ve mueb C?reilit for their polite atUlr-ess • 

. ,Almost all the larger villages in Bengal contain com
"aWB schools, where 8 boy It'arns bis letters by writing 
them, net'er by pronouncing the alphabet, as in Europe ; 
b. Brst writes them on the ground; next with an iron style> 
or a reed, on a palm leaf; and next on a green plantai", 
leaf. After the sImple letters, he writc~ the compounds; 
then the names of men, villages, animals, &c. aDd then the 
fig:ql'8S. While employed in writing on leaves, aU the 
~ stahd up twice a daYi,;With a monitor at their 
~, and repeat the numerical tables, ascending from a 
UQft, to «iiadas,c from gundas to vooreesl from,vo~rees to 
pli~?'~lld from pnutls to kabtlnu5 ; f aud, during schO()l 
IIoursJ they write on the palm leaf the strokes by which 

~,Foltr, • Tw,." , • Eilbt1. 
, ODe 'rhoulalld Two liuP1tred" E1slitr •. 



fhefitllum3erS are defined. Thf"y flex t commrt to me mary 
aA' addition table, and count from one to a hundred; and 
af~J' this, on green plantain leaves, they writE' easy samt 

in addition and subtraction of money; RlUltl plIcation, aDd 
then reduction of money, measures, &c. The Hindoo 
measureUlre all reducible to the weights, beginning with 
ruttees.1§ aftd endmg with munus.h The elder hoys,ns the 

• 
la-st course at these schools, learn to write common letter~ 
agreements, &c.-The Hindoo schools begin early in the 
moroing, and continue till mne or ten; after takmg some 
refreshment at home, the bcholar.::; return about three, and 
continue ttll dark. The Bengal{'e,bchool-masters punish 
with a cane, or a rod made of the branch of a tree; some
times the truant IS compelled to stand on one lE'g, holdmg 
up a brieli in each huud, or to have hiE> arms stl'l.'tcbed 
out, till he )s completely tired. These school-masters ve 
generally l'espcctable shoodrl1!:', though UJ Hom£> instanoes 
bl'umhuns follow tim employment. '1'11('11' allowance is 
very small: for the first )t'al"s educatIOn, about a penny 
a month, alld ada)'s pro\'[SIOIlS. 'V hen a boy writes oa 
the p~1Jl ieat~ two-pcnce a month; atter thi.;, as the boy 
advances In learning, 8& much as four-pence or eight-pence 
a month is gi ven. 

There are 'no female schools among the II mdoos; every 
ray of mental improvement is carefully kept I'1'0m the S$.' , 
As they are always confin.ed to domestic duties. nnd care-

I A seed oftlJC 4bl'US Jlticatollus. h l!.lgllty 1U8. 

I An old adase t~ always presllllt wltll the Hi 111100$ , tllolt if Ii ~oro.ll learn 

to read, I\~e wilt Qe~lII~ a wldow.-I ani illfo\lIIecl, however, tlMt wollllilP 
leach ~ female c1uldlen of kayiln'bllB aud br&luhlloB to cut tigulcs in paper 
.00 plaurain leal'es, and delineate other forms with paste on scats, wa1Is, 
tic. MiWly II.Te taught to spill thread, which JJ perhaplf tbe most geseral 
I~$a)e employwe»' aJDOII! tbe l:lindOOlt. 
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ful1y excluded from the company of the other sex, a 

Hindoo sce" 110 Ill'CI"l>Slty for the education of females, and 

the shrafltru~ thclIlselves declare, that a woman has nothing 
to do te)Uh fhe le.Tt ofllie Tc,It'I: all her dutie!o are ClHtlprized 

in pleasing lwr husband, and cberl~hjng 'wr children. 

Agree.lbly to th~" state of manners, respectable women 
ate never sc('n in the public roads, street~, or places of 
resort. 'What would a European 8dY, if the fair sex wel'e 

at once to be <,,,eluded from public view-and it~ ill every 

public as'lelIlbly, every praate walk, e\CJY domestic circle, 

he was to meet only the faces of men! 

When a child i'i ill, the mother, supposing that her milk 
is the ("[luse of its sicknesc;, abstain" from bathing, eating 

sour food, /i"li, &c. and partake" of food only once a day. 

Sometime.;;, aftt'r makil1g a YOW, and promismg sOllie gift 

jf the deity will !'e"tore uer child to health, f-he ab"tairul 
from cutting the c1111J' ... hair until the t'"piratwn of the 

""OW; othm" tie lip a locl.. of' hair, und repeat over each 

haIr ill tbe lock tIl{' nallJe ora dlil'erent deit) : this clotted 

hair llIay frequently he seen on the heads of cllIldren. 

Though tlle' '-.::hild, ell of t;,c hig-hcE.l .,nd the 10wrst ca"ts 

I'eldom play in company, yet th..) ofl~prjng of ca~ts wilich 

more nearly appl'O~lInate arc oftl-'n seen III tho streefc;, 

pla)ing't0;,t'thl'l' With tlte utmost ft'eedom; and Indeed If 
a child ~lt pla) hlwu\d have food in its hand, and the clllJd 

of another Cd.!.t partal.e of it, It is 1I0t milch noticed. 

Hindoo cb&ldrell pldY with {'artben balls, and WIth the 

small shen", which pa.,~ for moury Bigger boys amuse 

themselves ill dilfeJ eot 1.lllds of IIIferior gaming, as dice,k 

t. AI the hll monn III .\<hwlIJu thl' Hmtloos 'It up all night, alHl pldY :It 

(hee, 111 mUll '0 obt<l11lllIc !~1I0U1 of Luk~hm'''' the 8nddcss of wealth. 
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thrbwing kourees, &c.; in boyir.h imitations of Idolatrous 

ceremonies; in. kites; leapi ng; wrcE.t1ing; HI a pIny in 
which two sides are formed, bounds fixed, and each side 
endeavours to make inCUl'bions mto the boundary of the 

other without bctng caugllt; 10 hide and "eek, and -the 
like. Children are ~eldom corrected, and havlllg none of 
the moral advantage .. of ti'e d::ldr('u of chri:-tian parentj:;, 

they 1 ipen fust in lmqUltYI and among the rest m dis

obedience to parents,l A t a \Cry early age, they enter 

the path" of impurity, in which they meet with no 

checks either from conscHHlct.', the virtuou!1 examples of 
parents, or the Rtatc of puhlIc mOink-A bramhulI, who 

appear('d to re"pect Chnstiamt), wall one day rE'adlllg the 

firbt chapter of the epl!1tle to the Romans In Ben~alee; 

and while gOlOg over thi" IlJclanchol) de'lcnptlOn of the 
sins oftbe heatben, he c.mfe;-,sed, ~ Itil a degree ofastomsh

ment) how remarkably appllcahle it was to the manners 

of his OWI1 countrymen. 

• 

SECT. II.-~i1fal'ria'g('s. 

THE Oodwabu-tuttwu, a work on the civil and canon 

law, mentions eight kind" of marrmge: 1. Bramhu, when 

I Hindoo youth, occ;\'iOnally kwe tllt'll home. at LI'n, !\\eln', 01 fourteen 
yeal'8 of age, WIthout le,IYe [10m (liCll p,lIcnt., alld \ lolt ulifcrcllt holy places. 

paltly from <I dlspOSltlOD 10 Vl>ander, allu pllnly hOlll Id('", IInlJllJed HI then' 
L1uldhood froUl healillg ~tolle& rc1d(I\C to (lie meIlI of l'lbltlllg holy plaet'l. 

Some aftel\v.lid~ ~Ll1d letters, 10 .lcqn,\lut Ihm p,lIeut~, th,lt thry hale plO

~eeded to slich a holy pl"cc. othels leturu aflel <I iap"c ot ~omc month-, 
",bile others nevel' lelulD; but aft!:! oj youug PCIWll has left llOmc Without 

acquainting his Pllfcot8, they often LOllclurie tbat he I~ gOlle to some Idoiatroul 
('eremoIlY, 01 (0 bathe III Gunga, or to some holy plact'. 



_~l't'j!l given to a br~mtllln witho~t reWBril.-'!..- Q;i':' 
vl1, when she 18 presented a .. 8 girt, at the dOle of~1l saeri-
608.-3. Jirshii, when two COW!! nrc received by the girl'!! 
.tM~in eX'hange tOr Ii bridf'.-4. Prajaputyu, wben the 
rid ~8 gi.en at the request of a bramhlin.-5. A~OOTil, 
__ monf'y i., received in exchange for a bride.-6. 
Gabdhurvu, when 1\ marriage takes place by mutual 
eQrlsent."'-7. Ruk~husu, when a bride is taken in war; 
k'Ad S. Poishachu, when a girl i., taken away by craft. 

A Hindoo, exct"pt he he grown up, as in liecond mar· 
rill~, never ChOOSPR his own wife. Two parents fre
~tly agree while tIle (·hil(lren are infant"!, to give 
tbem 1n marriagt', but 100"t commonly a parent employs a 
man called a ghiHlikli, to <;eck a buitable boy or girl for 
his cbild.n 

The F;on ora <;hiiiidru if! often married aR carly as llis 

fifth ~ear; the son or a hrambun, after being invested 

with the poita, at SP"f'lI, nill(' or eleven. Delay", to a 

later period are not unfrequent: parent" cannot alwa)s 
obtain a suitable match, or nJon!'y is wanting; marrIages 
also mmt be r(>gnlated by the cast, and by complicated 

ctlsk>ms. Amongst the middling rank .. , five hundred 

.. 'l'hci 1'0011111115 relate, that (orlllel'ly, when a Loing's d,wg1.tc. llad not been 

$lIlTll'd in childhood by 'he <'O .. tl"ct of Iwr f'8Jeut-, lind she was grown up 

10 be old rllollgb for malll!lJ;l', ~llC m,ght ~(J"(jt of bel fathcl to Ihlve what 

i$~IC1da8huYIIO)bulu lV~t1dmg, In "lll~h tbe g"1l1 choo~es ht" own bUI. 

baud. To enable 11m thus to cho~e, the king mak('-~ a great feast, and in. 

wile!! 'tDolt.tu!\eM of klf'g!;, and from amollg~t them 'lIe girl Cl100SCS ber 

~Ibatld. RoImu, UrJOOIIQ, Krls/wu, Nlilu. dnd otherB, are all said to ha'e 

I1een Ibosen by till: pnncesses to whom tlley wrle afterw81ds I1IIlted 

, ' ..... 'fhe e~jlousaJ., or cpntract before marnage," among the ROlDallS, 
rtf<j , 

.. Kellflett. " WIS pcrfolmed by nn engagement of the fllends OD both 
aides." 
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roopees a~ often e~nded, Qd amongst the rick IBa1IJ 
thousands, at the lQarriage of a son.. 

One of the Hindo() shastrils gives the foUowjng~iree
tions respecting the quahties of a wife ;-" She who is 
not ,descended from bill paternal or maternal ancestors 
within the sixth degree, is eligible by a twice-born man 
for nuptials. In eonnectinl;' himself wIth a wife, let mQl 
studiously avoid the following fdmllies, be theye\"et' &0 

great, or ever so rich in kine, goats, bLeep, gold aDd 
grain; the family which has omitted prescribed arts of 
religion; that which has produce~ no male children; 
that, III which the veSdil has not been read; that, whith 
bas Huck hair on the body; and toose, whJch have ~ 
subject to - [here a lIumber of diseases are ~ 
tioned,] I .. el a pE'rson choose for hi .. wife a girl, whole 
form bas no defect; who has an agreeable name; who 
walks ~raceflllJy like a young elephant; whose bail' aDd 
teeth are moderate respE'ctlve]y III quuntJty and in size; 
who-;e body has cxquioite softness." 

The t<.)llowing account of tbe person of Sharuda., the 
daughtpr of Brumha, translated from the Shivu pooranil, 
may 8crve as a just de'Ocription of a perfect Hindoo 
beauty: thls girl wa'i of a yellow colour; had a nose like 
the flower of the sesamum; het'legs were taper like the 
planhun tree; her eyes large like the principal leaf Gf 
the lotUs; her eyebrows extended to her ears; her lips 

were red like tIle young leaves of the mango tree; heI
face was like the full moon; her voice like the sound Qf 
the cuckow; ber arme rear-hed to her knees; her throat 
was like that of a pigeon; her loins narrow like those 
of a lion; her hair hung in curls down to her feetj Iter 
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teetb were llIH' the fleed" of tlIp pomegranate; and ber 

galt like tihlt 01' a orunken elephant or a goose. 

Each {,,,Ibt lJa~ Its own order of ghiltlikil<', which profcs. 

sinn may h(' ('/IIhl (Iced by all.Y pcr-,on qualifipd by cast and 

a kIlO\lkd:.;-c oj' tIl(' ghlituki1. shac,trllb. '1'hpy sometimes 
propo<;(' Tlhltche-, to parent" herore the pal ent" thrlllsc1ves 

ha \(' bC'!.!.lIn tl) thlllk of the nl<lrnage of thplI' c1llltL Many 

of tll('>.,,,, llleH arE' Ilotonollb fI,lttpf{'r .. and liar"," and, In 

mal\lIlg matrllll01ll.11 ,lllJancp." endeavour to illlpose ill 

the gros~('.,t mannpr upon the par('nt'i 011 hoth sl!l('s. if 
the qualities of d gil'] ,U'c to he commended, the' ghiitilkti 

declan''', th.lt ...,he IS beautiful a'i the full 010011, I~ a fine 

figure', of bw(,pl "i'''('ch, haR excellent hall', walk~ grace· 

fully, L.llI cool, al:'. fetch \V,lt('r, 8 •. c. After the report of 
the ghiltu],.u, nIdatIOn on each 8](le is deputed to see the 

c1l1ldrPIl/ and Ii" eVl'r) thll1g rE'<;ppcting cast, pl'l""on, &c. 

be aglPenblp, a WlJttPI1 agreenwnt }" made betwecn the 

o 1'ornc g-hl1t(1J h~ arc not cltlpJovrrll1l 1tl.lldllt( lll.iTlI!l~C ,1~lfcment~; but, 

after ~tlld)lOg the hooks helolll(llIl!; to Ihell 1'1OfesslOll, the} slIb.,st on the 

gift~ rn·cJ\crl.lt weddlll!(" dud flu.lItel Iht'11 lit's Oil Iho>< !.oo]ci:1lI1, ,\lid 

shlOt,J}tl, "llO ,Lie HIY lIeh ",.hell a gil" .lUi H~ltb -ulh .1 l,oolicllll 01 

qlu ot! I) U , he 1 t'll(al "(1-; a nmB bel of ]l()POllldhlc (I",lllt It .... " llich he .. ,o."u lUC~ 

_to tlie dll(C,tOl' of hi' h(l~t, hilt If llll' l'CI'1J1I be 1I0t tll'I"I'!'11 tu hl' lIhu,ll 

tow lI,l, hllll, he CllficRHJlII' 10 blJlIl: f,ll\\.IlC\ ,1\1 the \101,.11011. ot the lules 

of the ca,t 1I1tO "hldl lit' ()l hl> dllCl"tOl- mal h.1l\ l,ill~ll, .HHI ~UIU"llll1e' 

this tlJl'I.1ppoluted e;l1li.lul\u cIHlc..\"OUI~ to 1I1\tJhc "lie ptl'\(HI 111 clJ~g&'lU' 

amOIl" I,l' fl lelld" 01 HI tllt, pi l'~CIICC of 1JISe ,l'>lInloiJls of hi ,unlit!II,. In 

ahno,t .111 f,mlilll~ Ihl'l( ,lie fault- IC'P<'CIHIt: the (.1'1, "hldl ate well 

koo\>on leo 1 h('~c ghullll"I', dud wlll(h they 1.1101\ ho\\ to U"J ai mcans of 

extol!U ~ IllII!W)' 

PAil" IIg till' ''''',(Sll{IJll', tlH)oc f~IIIJ"l" Hillel! hal(' sunk lo\\e,t III ho

nour, IPCl't ,,,t), '\Itat ,Ii !fi , IIltlCS III fl[uhug giLl., for tilCIT 'on" and It IS not 

UUC()UllIIOll lor tl,e ghutuh!h to IIl1pose tIle dultl of ,I ~hoodru upon such a 

lClngshuJu ,,~ tb~ daughtci of a uramhuli. 
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two fathers: aod io this way, persc;)J~s.8,l'e united in we~ 
with ali> much indllference as cattl~ are yoked togetoor; 
matrimony becomes a mere matter of traffic, and chilpren 
are disposed of according to the pride of parents, ~ut 
the parties, who are to live together till death; batin, 
either choice or concern 18 tbe business. 

These very early marriages are the tOU'rees of the 01_ 
enormous evil.;: these pairs, brought together witllollt 
previou .. attachment, or even their own consent, are sel· 
dom happy. This leads men mto unlawful eonnexi~ 
so common in Bengal, that three parts of the marriecl 

\ 

population, I am informed, keep concubines. Many ne· 
ver vit,it, nor take their wives from the house of the 
father.iu.law, but thl:'y remain there a burtben and a dis· 
grace to theIr parentR; or, they abandon the paternal 
roof at tbe call of some paramour. Early marriages also 
give rise to another dreadful evil: almost aU these girls 
after marriage remam at home, one, two, or three ycars ; 
and during this time numbers are left widows, without hav
ing enjoyed the company of their hm,bands a bingle'day: 
tbese young widows, being forbidden to marry, almost 
without exception, become prostitutes. To these mise~ 
rable victinls of a barbal"Ous custom are to lie added, all, 
the daug,~ters of the koolcen us, who never leave the 
house of the fatber, either during the life, or after the 
death oCtbeir husbands, and who invariably live an aban
doned life. The consequences resulting from this state 
of things, are, univer:.al whoredom, and the perpetration 
of unnatural crimes to a most shocking extent. 

,$01:11e days or weeks before a wedding takes place, a 
teeM'written agreement is made between the two fa~ 
then, engagin, that the marriage shall takC' placC' on 

,or.. Ill. 



l~ ~ ~~~~ _~j, ~_'lJi 

~"P' ~ j'1;hi.&;' ~~paniJnllioJOOtilVes ~~~ ~ 
~,a, wesent for tb~ daughter, whi~b "'}",aqu;tuat' 
~Iw' fitly, or more roopees. On signing this agl'eel;Dent,. 

I" is given, in geoer.al by tbe girl's father; ~1l4 
,~~, I ' pre~ted tQ the bramhijnll present, as i1HU as to 
the ghntttkti, aceording to the previous agreement, per
~Rs five, six, eight, or ten roopees. Wbere a present is 
_de to the father of the girl, which is \'ery common at 
" " 

presept, Lite cast of the boy is not very .respectable: in 
the most reputable marriages, the father not only gives 
hi,s, chl.ughter without re ward, but bear!! the e:xpenses of 
\he ;W,edding, and presents ornaments, goods, cattle; and 
~n~.)' to the bridegroom. 

i,,~ j, 

'fhrec or four days before the marriage, the bodies of 
~he young couple are anointed with turmel ick, and the 
~y"day and night, till the weddmg, holds in bis hand the 
sc;issars witb which the natives cut the betIe-nut, and tbe 
girl holds in her hand the lTon Lox which contums the 
h14~k colour wlth whicb they daub their e)ellds. The fa· 
th.er of the boy entertains all Ills relatioll<;, and others; 
to relations giving a cooked dinner, to otbers sweetmeat.::, 
&c. and the father of the girl giveR a similar entertalll
~~t to all his reJatiom;. After thiS, the nch relations 
Alallt the brIdegroom and family, and add presents of 
clot,h, /te. On the day before tbe marriage, the parents 
• each side send presents of sweetmeats amongst their 

~ds. 

~ ~.gu;rj~&, thD njgbt preceding the wediling, the most ~ 
~t~~ are made at tbe houses of the two parents, with 
~ttt~~~ who~ poi,se reseD)bles that of a kettle.~.~ • 
.In tbe,be;ioniqg of the night, the women leave four 'pots 

~tai~ l"'fDPs iJ~ e.ach ~f tbe,twv ho~~es, ~pre8iiDg 



"'N,~t.-~l"_"~. _ 
tWit mshes for tire lo&~ life "'ttie bride .. 'Uti bride~~ 
They 8.1501*0& lIt eadJ house twe balls l)f rico 1I1Ybf. r~ 
tlie form ('j( 8ugar~toavest which they-call Sbree;'1 andW 
waJ"lkdJe close oftbe night, they eat rice with the gilf'Jitd 
boy. T.trese customs are accompanied with pIuch bilarit);. 

Early in the morning, the women and female nejgb~ 
b~n again nsembJe, and taklOg with tllem a pan' of 
water, the pots which con tam the oll·lIghts, the baUs oC 
ric~ flollr, aad sOme betle .. nut, go roulld to the neighbours, 
and ghe to each a morKel of the hetle-nut. On return
ins, home, in some town~, they place tJlC boy and gIrl, at 
dliferent houses, on a bamboo door, when the mothcr, as 

an expression of her joy and good-will. JI~ht;;. dome straw 
from the thatch, and tnms It round the ri:.\bt loot of the 
boy, or girl, three several time~: after" llich the persons 
preo;ent 11ft up the door, with the boy or girl placed on it, 
three, {h'p, or s('vpn timcs; the women theil, taking sOnJe 
thread, a'nd Iltretching it, walk round them foul' times, and 
tben tie thill thread With some blade" of doorvu gra~!l, 
round the right arm of the boy, and the left arrn of the 
girl. They prf'pnre al .. o a kind of ointment with oil and 
spice .. fried together, and rub it on the helld and all o\'er 
the bodies of the young cOllple, A II tiJese actions have 
no otht'r meaning, than that they are tokens of joy. In 
the forenoon, at both houses, to "ecure the happiness of 
the boy and girl, they present offering's to dccea~cd ances
tors. The bridegroom, as a mark of affection, sends to 
the bride a prese.nt of fish, betl<>, ~weetmeat~, ~Iantairur, 
BOUr milk, and doth: m some CRSCS, the bride makes. 
similar present to the bridegroom. In the course of ,tile 
aM!Il'IUXm, tbe heads of the young couple arc shaved; ana 

, "One of the _mes 01 LUkshma, the 'goddess of pro.petitY'. 
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wit. ~Q bride;g.rOQllt lltands upen a stone pl~ ill .the 
Rli4~e ()f ,'- SDl8U adlficial poll! of water, round whieh 
tr~ are plant~d, aDd lamps placed, the wicks of wlUb 
~ made of the fruit of the thol'n .. apple plant, the "omen 
bring the pot containing the lUIDp, the ball ~f ~aste called 
Shrec, and a oombcr of otber precioull things, and going 
~p,()ne by one to the bridegroom,. with these things wnw 
his. forehead. J f the person hlUl the means, the rest of 
the time till nigbt is occupied in feasting relations, bram· 
1m., neighbours, &C. 'l'he bride, ~rldegroom, aDd the 
persoD who gives the bride in marriage, all fast till the 
wedding is over. 

In the marriages of the rich,. great preparations of mu
sic, fireworK!;, illuminations, &c. aloe made, and vast mul
titudes are invited to the weddmg. Some persons spend 
_ore tban 100,000 roopees in the marriage of a son or a 
daughter. At a fortunate hour in the nigbt, the bride
groom, dressed in silk, and wearing many gold and silver 
ornaments, a gold cham round his neck, ond a gilt erown 
lIpon bis head, prepares to go to the house of the bride; 
he is sented in a gIlt palanqueell, or in a tuktUnama. If 
in the latter, ther:e is room for four servantb to stand at 
the four corners, III the inside,. to fan him, or rather to 
Wl,,-e over him a brueh, made of the tail of the 4:0W of 
Tartary. The procession at a ma~nificeJJ,t weddjng is 
very long; before the bridegroom's palanqueen, the sel'
yams of tbe (¥tber walk, ~arr.v.ing silver staves; op~ 
~rriages pl"oceed slowly, containing dlUlClllg women and 
smgers. a flag iB also carried, and a metal instrument 
like a disb is placed on un elephant, and beat at intervals. 
The streets ar.e illuminated by the ftambeaux and ligbts 
wbi(;b the attendants carr1 in their htlDds ~ and firCWdrks, 
plaeed UIl both sWe! the streets,~ a&"6-, diseharged as the 



procession moves along-. ,Horses, eamek, and elepbtu1k, 
rieLly caparisoned, are placed in corrvenient situations 
tlte procession, 'and musicians, playing on various'insku
ment~, are pl~ed before ond behind the bridt>g'room. 
Lately many of the rich natives hue ealled in the assis
tance of English music at their wedding!'!. At intervals 
glIDs are fired. AU thmg,s for the procession being p1"e

pared befOre-band, the whole waits for the eorning of the 
bridegroom. At a marriag'e. the procession of which I 
saw some yearS'ago, tIlE' bridegroom came from a distanee, 
and the bride lived in Serampore; to which place the 
bridegroom was to come by water. After waitmg two or 
three huurs, at length, near midnight, it was announced, 
as if in the very words of Scripture, " Bebold tbe bride
groom cometh; go)e out to meet him;'-All tbe persons 
employed, now lighted their lamps, and ran with them in 
their. hands to fill up their stations in the procession; 
some of them had lost their lights, and were unPTepar~; 
but it was then too late to seek dtem, and the cavalcade>, 
1)omething like the above, moved forward to the bouse of 
the bl'idE>., at which place the company cntert'd a large and. 
splendidly ilIominated are-a,' before the bouse, covered 
with an awnillg, where a great multitude of friends, dres
sed in their best apparel, were seated upon mats. The 
bridegroom was carried in the arms of a friend, and placed 
on a superb seat in the midst of the company, where he 
sat a short time., 8f1d then went into the houser-the door 
or which was immediately shut, and guarded by sepoys
I and others expostulated with the door-keepers, but i. 
vain. Never was I so struek with our Ldrd's beautiful 

l In many IQstances, the lBarllllgc rites a1'e I'clformed in tills "rell, before 
.n the company, and this IS proper, but all allectatlon of mode~ty Rnd fa
IIIIly pride not llnfrettueutly lead the foltlM!I'-in.ln.w to the n!1I01ution ot hav
ing tbe cereaww performed III tfle boUle-
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""raltJe ~s at th~ moment: "And the door was shut !"
l'.was .eseeedingly anXIOus to be prese,!t while the mar
,riege formulas we!"£' repMted, but ",as obliged to depart 
ill" disappointment. 

,I1'f'Om tIme immemnrial, the Hindoo young men have 
eonsidered a wedding pl-oeession, as it passes through the 
,villages to the house of the bride, oRfmr game:-groufls 
of wicked boys and young men, therefore, attack the 
wedding company in all those ways by winch they can 
most annoy them, and in whIch tht'} are greatly at'lsisted 
by the darkness of the night. Spriou'> dIsputes, attended 
witb the 10-''> of lives, have sometimes occurred amidst 
this rough and dangt>.rous mirth. 

After entl'ring the house, tbe brjde~room il'i led to the 

place where tbe marriage ntes Brc to be performed, and 
where the father-in-Iow, taklll~ off the old garment!! Ilnd 
puita of the boy, arr~l)~ hrrn in n(!w clothes, nnd takes 111m 
into an inner apartment, where they make huu st.tnd on 
a stool placed on the cow's head and certain other thing,> 
buried in tht'! earth, addlllg a number of female supersti

.tious practtceR, to induce the briciegl"Oom to hehave well 

to t.be bride. They next bring the bride on a stool 
covered with the bndpgroom 's old gClrmPflt'l, and carry 
the girl round the bridegroom sew'n times; t hey then per
mit tbe bride and brtdegroom fdlrl_'i to look at each other 
fOr':the 6r~t tune. The happy pair ure then brought to 
tbe former place, and made to Sit near each other, wben 
the father-Ill-law puts into the hands of the bridegroom 
fourteen blades of koot-htl. grass, tied in two separate 
parts, wbi-eb the boy ties under his feet. The father-in .. 
law no\l' pours some water into tbe right hand of tbe 
J>ridegroom? and while the latter holds it there, tbe 
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former reads an imant.tion, at the e"kMe .r .bien the 
bridegroom let. it fall on his ket; lire, Io"ers and 
doorva gra'iS 8{'e next biven, which he lays on his hdd ; 
water is presented as at first with a praayer; .Nl t~ 
sour milk; then agam water. The officiating bramhun 
now direct'! the boy to put blR hand on a pan of water, 
and places tbe hand of the bride on that of the brisU· 
groom, and tie~ them together with a garland of flowers, 
when the fathe.--in-Iaw say", "Of the fdmlly of Kasbyilp6, 
the great ~rand-daughter of Dhoirlivl'1, the grand.daugm

tel' of RamU-Huree, the dnughtf"t of HarnU-soondikrii, 

KshUrna, wearing' such and ""eh diotht'lil and jewels, -1, 
'.f'hakooru-dasu, give to tht·"', lhhuyil-chlirunti, of the 
family ofSandil~U, the great grandson ofSoondiirii.dasli, 

the grandf'lon of Kana(>(', the son of BhuJu-Huree." The 
bridegroom !'lay 'l , " I have received her." Th£' father~ 
in~law then make'l a pr~ent~ "for good luck," and adds 
to it houspoold uten<;ils, &c. according to his ability; and 
then takes off the garland of flowers with which t<he 
hands of the married pair wen' hound, repeating the 
gnyutref. A cloth is now drawn over the heads of the 
couple, wllile thpy <Ignm look at each other; and this 
part of the marriage ceremony here c1o!'!l"s, after tbe boy 
nnd thp girl have been directed to bow to the shalugramu 

and to the company, that they may receive the bleSiling 
of the gods and of the bramhUns. A bramhi1n, or a 
female whose husband and son are living, then fastens 
thp bride and bridegroom together by their garments 
with the above piece of cloth, as a token of their union; 
and they are thus led baC'k into the mlOst of the famtly. 

Ouring the ceremonies of marriage, "elections ftool 
the Milihri'i, a work on the different orders of Hindoos, 

Iotre !'ehparsed by the gbiiti1kti", amidst the assembly, and 
o 4-
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"ke.; the fllllrriage ceremony is concl uded, the fatber-in

JaW) 'Or some one in 'lib '!tead, proceeds to the assembly, 
and says, "These friends have fd\'Oured us with their 
presence, let us pay them the honours due to their rank." 
A'B on these occasion& it is an invariable custom to mark 
the forehead ()f the guests with the powdf'r of sandal. 
wtM>d, this per8~n now asks III the assembly, ., Who shall 
first receive the sandal-wood?" 'fo willdl a ghlitukl1 
replies, " Except Ubht1yil-cbiiruni'i, who ~hall receive the 
sandal-wood -"-Another asks, "Why "houh.l he receive 
it r'-The ghi:itilkli then enumerates a number of qualifi
(latlens which tbis person possessec;; ; as, that all ranks of 
JrCJoJ.eenils, and r;;hrotriytis, " stnnd in hiS door;". that he 
it generous, hospitable, Ilbmai in showwg rel-pe('t; that, 
in fact, be I., a second Y oodhist'hiru. Not unfn>quently 

another ghutUki1, amidst fierce disputes, propose" some 
other candidate, enumerating a numher of qualificatIOns. 
tbe man who is most lIberal to these men, however, 
always obtains the honour. In some cases, no per~on is 
found in whom the assembly can agree, and it is at length 
proposed, that it shall be conferred Without preference: 
by eommenciug at either end of the room; should this be 
ov.erruled, the only ,·emedy l~tt is, to select (i,orne child, 
aDd give it the honour of being first marked with the 
sandal powder. Wben a proper person, IJowever, can be 
found, and all are agreed in bim, a bl amhtin takes the 
NllJdlaI-wood, on a brass or silver plate, and goes up to 
tbe person for \vhom it is decreE"d, llnd agam usks the 
asternbly, ' Shall I apply the sandal-wood? A number 
of voices at once reply in the am rmati VE", wht>n the 
bramhiln rubs some sandal-wood on hiS fOiehead, and 
places a garland of flowers round 1m neck. Several pCl·. 

I That Is", are nourished by hirn. 
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SODS then join in conferring the same honours on all the 
the company; presents of betel-nut, Pf panii, are added. 

This being concluded, the father-in-law invites the 
company to a supper, promising that the delay shall not be 
great. Not unfrequently, before they sit down to the 
entertainment, quarrels afJ~e; perhapr,; a 'number of per
sons maliciouf.ly uOlte, to bring di~honour upon the 
family of the bridf>, and either throw the tood away, or re
fuse to partake of it. The guests consider themselves 85 

conferring tbe obligdtlOn, and tberefore, I1nleb'l the food 
be exce]Jent, they do not hebltatt' to u'tter the loudest 
complaints. Several hourI> are ~ometlme" spent ill COID

posmg these differcnces, and in persuading the guest~ to 
"it down quietly to thc repast. Some are so malicious lUI 
to cut with bCIf;sars the garmellts of the guesh, while 
slttmg in a crowded manner 1:1 the assembly. 

'l'h<' girl's fhther ha\ll1g entertained the persons who 
accompanied the bridegroom, presents gifts ill money to 
the gllutilku, the oflicldting hramhiln, the bramhUns, and 
relations, according lo hi;; abllily. The bridegroom 
remains all llIgllt at the hou",e of his father-in-law, but 
while there he is forhidden to eat allY food except tha.t 
which he h.lb brought WIth 111m. 

Early the next mormng, the women of the house and 
neighbourhood carr.Y ~Illall preseuts of money to the 
bndegroom. About the same bour, five women take up the 
mat upon which the marned couple have biept, for which 
service they receiYe a tfJfiiog preseot; aftf'r lim, the bride 
and bndegroom, bavlDg anointed their bodies with tur
roerick, bathe in ihe sinall pool mentioned before; and 
after the guests have taken some refreshment, the bride-
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~"t8ke8 ho-.e flis bride. The 'girl's palanqueen is 
~eli OO"fl:lred, SB that she canoOt be seen: Beng-alee 
~n never ride in an ~cQ-palanqueeri. The proces
jfttn eotlsists merely of the remnant of the first bhew; the 
~ 'aoVelty is a quantity of artiiicial flowers fastened on 
.b,,an'd(arr~ed before1:8e bridegroom. On their arrival, 
in die plooe where the offerings were pre~€'nted to the 
~anes oD,-t12e cluJ of marriage, tbe boy's mother takes up 
the pots, and the hall dfriee arlled Shrcc, and with them 
t~uebes the- foreheads of the married p~*; after which 
she takes some ]>etel in ber band, and, beginning at the 
aru~le,'8Io1ltly raises her hand till it arrive opposite her 
.'. bPlld, making an awkward noise by the shaking of 
.'t6ngu(>, in whieh she is joined by all tlte women pr.e
,.Iit. She repeats this to the bnde; and also places ~\ 

fish.in tbe folds oftbe bride's garment." and RODle sweet

meats in tbe moutlls of the bridal pair; sbe then POUIS 
,some milk mixed with red lead on the feet, and places a 
measure of corn on the head of the bride, under which 
the bridegroom pats his lE>ft hand; and in this )llanner 
tbey ·proceed into the house, tbe bridegroom with his 
right ,band scetteriflg the corn as tht'y go. The burnt
.mice is next offered by the bridegrocm, amid"t the 
'<repetition of many formula'! by the officiating hramht:in :t 

!,AIdOI'Ig the rest, the bndegroom pours cia n6cd butter on 

the fire, and ruhs a little on the forehead of the bride, 
,~ying. " by this burnt-offering I pronm,c, that whatever 
.. tilt "yotS may tommit with Bny of youI.' members [he 

'~IIS .e:4ch] I forgive them." They next take up 
'par.cbedrice, tlnd the JE"QVPS of the IIbl'lmec treE', and hold 
tWtn in their htmds, those of the bridegroom supporting 

'If,"" "lilly a~ t.lHlt \llC' mOlt IOlemu part of lhe Q18rri.lge ('er~JllQl)y 1\11\5, 

'''~ "" _dillOW-'ll rile'S were ~rfonucd With soleillp 5acrlli~s ;iUltl 
oft'euugl ~f b~t cake~~ > ' 
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.the hands of the brjde, "'hen the latter:.~yB, ' I am come 
from the famity of '-.try .father into yo,ur famity, pnd DoW 
my life and alll have ate )'qurs:' after which, th~ brid~ 
groom repeats the p .. ai;e or the regent 01 tirE', calling l1iw 
w be witness, and, after walking round the attar Seven 
times, pours the rice on the fire. Taking ~p clariild 
butter, thp brIdegroom, after say ing to the bri~, ' Your 
heart is in mine, a.nd my heart is m yours$ ~lIdl,~oth are 
olle; your word is infmme, and my word is in yours, aDd 

both BTe one,',pollrs the clarified butter on the fire. He 
next draws th~ veil over her facC'? \"hilf' he adorns ear 
forehead with red lead. At the close, be intreats the Mess
ing of thi" company on the llrlde, aelning a prayer to the 
regent of fire, that he would destroy a11 mistakes that may 
llave ~tt.ended this service. DJ'iferent diversions now 
take plac(', and the remainder of the day is spent·in 
feaR1ing, and in dismi~sing di.,tant relations with presents. 
J fa fr'iend on tbis day should not eat of the food, which is 
considered as having been cooked by the bridE', it is 

regarded a5 a great dIshonour, ~'hich can only he removed 
Dy hIs eatmg there at the next public feast. On this 
'night tlle marned pair do not remam together. The 
girl's father sends garment!!, sweetmeats, fruit'l, &c. for 
them both, and the next day he goes himself, and sees the 
manied pair put to sleep on an ornamented bed;· oj 
flowers. 

On the fourth or fifth day, the father of the girl tak..
'fbI' brlcl(' and bridf',g'room to his house, where they rem.in 
about ten day~. 011 the fifth, seventh, or ninth day,. ,he 
WOOlen take oft.' the tbread tbat was tied on the arQlS,.,ef 
the ~oung couple on the day of marriage j after which, the 
officiating bramhl1n, in their naRles, worships the sun: 
lhe falber .. jn·lnw presents changes ofraimclJt tp tbe btide 
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and bridegroom, and at the close entertains the guests . 
.After ten dtlys, the boy returns to the house ofllis father, 
and the girl remains with her mother. 

At respectable weddings, fOIlL" or fi \'e thousand mopcos 
are expended, but the greatest expenee ib ll1curred in the 
fire-works, and other accompaniments of the proce"sion : 
should four Or five hundred persons sit down to the enter~ 
tainment, their food will not cost so much as eight pence 
a bead. Many guests who do not partake of the enter
tainment receive presents of money, garments, brass, and 
other household utensils. 

" About forty-five years ago, Jiiyll.oNara)'l1nu, a bramhull 
()f Khidur-pool'ii, Ilear Calcutta, expended 40,000 rooo 
pees ill the wedding of his nephew, and entertained five 
01' six thoulland guests.-Sooll after this, Hi1ree-Krishnil_ 
1'ayti, a peeroalee brarnhun, expended mor~ than a lack of 
roopees in the marriage o.r his eldest son, entertaining the 
ntlwab, and most of the rajas of Benga1.-About thirty 
:years since, raja Haj-Krishll il, of Calcutta, a 1m) list'hi1, 
~xpended 80 or 90,000 roopees ill his son's marriage. 

, 
At the end of a year, the bridegroom takes home his 

wife; or, if she he very young, sbe remaiuli at her father's 
(visits exct>pted) till tbe proper time for their ultimate 
v.ibo, wben her husband proceeds to the house of his 
lat1Jer-in-law, if a poor rnan, on foot, and if rich, in a 
pfllanqueen, with a few fl·iends. When the married pair 
return to the house of the boy's futher, mo.,t of those 
eel"emonies are rE.'peatecl which took place there on tbe 
day al\,er marriage. A Hilldoo, on hl~ maniage, docs 
ntlt' bcC'ome a housekeeper, as in England, but continues 
to live with his fi,lber ; and in this way, if they can agree, 
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many generations live together. At present, however, 
separations into distinct families are bec::oming more aDd 
more common. 

At the time of the second marriage, certai'l foolish eus. 
toms Bre practised by tbe females: the girl also abstains 
from eating theoeommon flce, fish, &c. and on the fifth, 
seventh, or ninth day, the worship of Sbusht'hee, Ma ... 
kllndeyu, Gnneshii, ,and tbe nrne planets, is performoo, 
the officiating bramhfin reading, and the bridegrOOOl 
repeating the ,entice after him. '1'"0 tbis succeeds the 
worship of the sun, in which the officiating bramhttD) 
joining the open hands of the bride and bridegroom, 
repeats certain formulas from one of the smritees. After 
these services, the bridegroom feeds the bride witb Bugar, -
clarified butter, honey, and the urine and dung ofa calt; 
mixed together; and folds up plantains, nutmegs, &c. ia 
the g'drment of the bride, and as they enter the house,. 
the bridegroom caases a ring to slide between the bride~& 
garment and her waist.u The bride aud bridegroom 
theD eat furmenty together. 

The HindooB in gE."neral carry therr attachment 0 
children, especially to sons, to the greatest e:l(cess. 'l'hey 
are amazed at tht> appal'ent want of affection in Euro-;, 
peaDs, who leave their parents, and traverse foreign 
countries, some of them without the hope of eyer eeei!Jg 
them again. If a man should not have children" his father 
or ~ldel' brother seeks for him a second wife; x few tak-e 
this trouble on themselves. The husband directs whidt 

" AmoHg the Roluan8. the man scut a ring as a pledge to t.hc w"mau. 

.. 1'be Hilldooa SIIY. a man ought to walt dU Ius WIfe is IDQre than n,ellf,r 

Ioefore lie· marriu a secoud. 
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wife shall have tile chief mle, fbough, accor~ing to the 
sbtitrtl, lhi~ honour belongs to the wife be first married. 
Multltudec; ofmstances occur, in which a plurality of wives 
is the bource of perpetual disputes and misery; indeed 
the Hmdoos conft:ss, that scarcely any instances arc to be 
found of the continuance of domestic happinc!>'1 where 
more than one wJft· lives in the sume hotn!e. A person of 
some rp.,pectability deplored to tIlE" author, In the most 
pitiable manlier, his ml.,erable comhtion on account of 

having bf'en driven by his father into a state of po)yg-Jmy. 
He was ()hhg~d to have two cook-rooms, separate apart
ments, and wus compelled to dinC" with his two wives 
~lterJtateJv with the utmost regularity; the children of 
the diJfert'nt wives werp contlnuallv qual'clllng; and thus, 
through the jeaiousH's, and the lllllumcrable vexations 
an,d colhslons JlJ!oeplll ahle Ii om poly!!,am", he was 'almost 
dtinm to de!ooperatw/l,-OU further enqlllry ioto thjs 
matter, I found, that polygamy wa'l ackno\\ ledgt>d to be 
the greatest of all dome .. tlc affih tlOlI~ among the Hindoos. 
Kilvee-I~i1nkunu, JtJ h,s ehul/dec, a Bengalf>e pl>em, bas 
tleplored hi!! own Ca8e in hU\'Ing two wiv('s; and it hus 
~f# a pro'Verb, that olle WI i(' \\ ould rlttht'r HCllolnpany 

Ier husband to the gloomy regIOns of Yumu, than see 
.. sit with the other. In short, the wlwle couJttry is 
tefl',of the most disgraceful proofs, that pol".gamy is eh 

:~~~~ural and ml&erable state.-l'llUli Divine Providence 
'~, evidently to have marked polygamy as a state coo
.., w'moral order; io which order we see, thai lDllocent 

~~nts are .lways connected with tranquilltty, and 
....... ,,:bnel el'er followed with 'pain and disorder.-Su 

~~~JMt;~"of Abrallam, Gen. xxi. ~c. 

ae ~A(F nas JOSt IUS wik by death, generally mart'ies 
another as soon as he is purified, that is, in eleven days, 
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ifa bramhiin, and in a month, Ira shoodril." Some waiJ 
longer, aDd a few do not marry again. A Hmdoo may 
marry a second hille, a third: and ~o on, till Ile is fifty 
years old; hut, accordlllg to the 8hra~tru, not when he is 
advanced beyond this age; nevcrtbe]es<; many of tbe 
lower orders marry when l>ixty, and some kooleenils 
marry when as old us eighty. The ceremomclo! at a second 
marriage are !>imdar to those at the first. 

Few men continue In a single state to old age; tholle 
1\ 110 do, cohabit With concubmes: few femulc8 remain un
married; none who can obtain hUbhunds. Yet the cast 
pre<;ents !ouch various obstacle!' to umoll) and there arc so 

many gradatt011b of rank by which marriages are regulated, 
that cases do exist in which men cannot obtalll Wives, nOr 
~olllen hu.,bands:' Stlll,:,Q great a disgrace is incurred 
by remaining unmafllCd, that 011 one occal>ion a nUlnbet 

of old maids were marrIed l~ an aged kOQlecn.U bramhtin, 
as his ji'2C"lds r.:cre can:;lIIg 111m to the ,GtlJlges to dle. 

"r-idows among-sl the lowest casts are Rometimes married 

b) a form called llIka; '" lwn the bride and bridC'grQO::IP,~ 

, The wife of one of the author's selvante once prC!eDtlld a compl.t 
agaillst her hushand, that he ntlthel mamtalDl'd nor lived with hCI'. \vben the 
DlaR was a~ked !lIC redSOIl of tlll~ CIUe1 behavIour, he said, Without shame, 
.. Oh ~aheb, ~llc was ~o ~1(k Home time ago, that I did nol expect bel' 101 
live "~I therefore mal lied another , .. 

• A t1nrd marriagc I' cO!l5:deled BS Improper and balleful &0 tb6 ~ale \ 
bellce, befOlc the marrIage cereollmy takes place, they nut betrGlb th«,t"'an 

to a Llc!', WltclI, It IS bald, the evil c.xpeuds itself olllhc tll:e, and the ~,~II1. 
medIately (hes . 

• In the yeal 1815, ~ome Hindoos, of hIgh cast, W!'1'e 00 tIll! efe of petlt(OIl. 
lug tbe Eog!J&h goverumeDt to llltel fere and prevent the kooHliufla vom en· 
(o!rosslug so mauy WIVes. as t!Jis dlsgrolCCful Cu'\!tODl pleveotcd rDRyiadlridua!f 
(IOIIl enteriog 11110 the marriage Hate. 
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in the presence of friends, place a garland of flowers on 

the neck of each other, and tIlUS declare themselves man 
and wife, 

The greatest number of marriages take place in tJle 
months Ugruhayilnli, Maghli, and Phalgoonu, these being 
considered as very fortunate months. In J oisht'M., eldest 

sons are forbidden to marry. In Voishakhi1 few marriages 
are celebrated, and in Pom,hi1 and ChOltrii scarcely any' 
except"' here the parents are of low ca!>t, and extremely 

poor. III the other months, none marry. From mar
riages in the first three months, arise riches; in A~harhu, 
poverty. Ifan elde!.t son be married in Joi!>lit'hu, he will 
die; if~m) IlJdary in Shrdvlinli, none of the cbildren will 
live; if in nhddrli or Choitrli, the wife will be inconstant; 
if in A!>hwinil, both husband and WIfe wIll die; if in 
Kartik!1, they will have fevers and other dibease!i; jf in 
Poushu, the wife will become a widow,b 

HincIoo girls, to obtain good hU'ibamh, frequently wor-
ship the gods; and a woman sometimes secretly admi

,_~ters to bel' hUl'band a medlcme ohtained from some old 
'\toman, to C:lu"e her llmhand to love her! When hus
bands remain long from horne, some women practise a. 

&uperstitious custom to IJa~tcn theIr return; n hile others, 
to ascertain whethl'r a hUiobar.d is well Ot' Ill, is on his 

way home or not, i~ dl'ad or alive, calJ a WItch, who takes 

the winnowing fan, and, according to its motion 10 her 

The Romaus, 8ays Kennett, wele \'el'Y supel'stlLlOU~ III lcfelcllcc to the 
particular time of malJlage, {allcYlIIg sevClal days and ~eaSOll~ lelY unfol
tun ate fOl this de~iSD 0\ id says, Fast 5 487. 

" h'or ever "rid" 
Li"'I'tJ at ''Il0l _'BUSOl! IOllg hrl' MISS ""Joy'd," 



Mlnuie1's, ~c.-Marriage.\'.] OF THE HlNnOOS, 18~ 

hanit, p~onounces the exact circumstances of tb~ abc.Nlt 
busbnnd. 

The Hindoos are seldom happy ill their marriages; 
nor can domestic happinf''''' be expected where felllllleli 
are redncf'd to a state of complete <;erv itude, and a re nei~ 
tber qualified nor permitted to be the companions of theh' 
husbands. A man, ('xcept he I~ of low ca .. t, never enter; 
into conversation with his ",ife during the day, nor is she 

ever pf'rmitted to (,Ht in the presence of her husband, or' 
to sit III the company ('vt'll of neal' friend~. An E'lder 
brother never loolis al hi .. )ounget blOther's wi fl'. 

Se\"eral of the shastrus dec;crihe the "jrtues of an ex"' 
ccllE'nt wife: RUlllU thus lIlourn .. OVf'r lhe loss of S~Ha : 
" She Wa'l IIot a common wlfe.-in the mfillagement of 
my alr,lil", ~hc even gav(' roe excpllent council; when I 
needl'd her "(ll'yices, !Ohe was my .;lavp; jf I 'was e\'l'r an

gry, 111.c the patient emth, ,,}I(' bore my impatience with ... 
out a mUI lOur, III thl' hour of Il(>ce .. sity, she cherished 
me, n" it mother doe" ller eluh]; ill the nloment~ of re.
pose, she was to me a~ a courtezan ; III times of hilarity~ 
she was to me as a trienu,"L-When enguged in religious 
sen ices, an excelJent Wife assists her bll"bllnd with a mind 
as devout as his own On all ol'ca~ions she gives he .. 
whole milld to make him happy; i~ us fdithful to him ~s 
a shadow to the bod) ; sharf'S 10 all )lis joys and sOl'rows j 

and esteems him, whether poor or rich, whether l'osaes~ 
of excellent or evil qualities, whether handsome or de
formed. d In the absence or sickness of her husband; a 
good wife renounces every gratification; and at his death, 
dies with him.e 

• Sec the lII11banatu.~ U , d See tbe Ra lIIayt\nu. 

VOl,. III. 

• See the Marku.nd~yu 11001 anli, 

p 
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, ,T~ folt~wing de~cription of Hindo~ femt.l,"Jl~~P. 
Written respecting those living in a~other p~~t~, 
appears to be so just,. that I ha¥c thought ~,t rj~J~ ~~)' 
it. Bartolomeo is certainly,one of our best writt}~ on 
Hindoo manners and cllstoms. "Tin thei~ tbirteenth 
year, they are stout and vigorous; but atter that period, 
they alter much faster than the women in any of the na
kons of Eurode. Eddy marriage, labour, aDd di6JtlBees, 
exhaust their constitutL0ns beGue the regular time of de
cay. They are li,cly, active, and tractable; possess 
great acuteness, arc fond of conversatIon; employ florid 
expressions, and a phraseology abundant in iluages; ne
ver carr,,' any thing into effect till after mature delibera:
tion; Bre inquisitive aDd prying, yet modest in discourse; 
have a fickle IDconstant disposItion; make promises with 
great .eadinesll, yet s~ldom perform them; are i~portu. 
,ute in ,their requests, but 1I1lgratcful when they haYti ob
tained their.end; beha\'e in a cringing obsequious manner 
when they fear anyone, but are baughty and insolent 
when tilt', gain the superiorit); and assume aD air of 
calmness and composure when they acqUire no satisfac

lilhon for an injury, but are malicious and irreconcileable 
when they find an opportunity of being re\'cnged. I was 
acquainted with mallY families who llad ruined themselves 
with lawsuilt', because they preferred tIle gratification of 
r.evellge to evf,'l'V consideration of prudence." 

TIle merits and demerits of husband and wife are tran'·. 
f'erable to either in a future state: if a wife perform many 
"eriteriou8 WDt'ks, and the husband die first, he will en
joy _"en as the fruit at' his wife's virtuous deeds { and 

t ,The Mllh.,\>hllrlitn, and othlw ilhastlils, te<wh, that a fewalt", when !he 

clera herself on tbe flJDel.a1 pile, removes the sillS of ller iluslland. acd 
Garri~ blot with: 'htlr to beal'L'lI. SavitI foe, ~ bllsmhuni'<.. say tllt' pOOl aun.. , 
r&ltcd ber llwband to life by hlT I\orb (If meflf. 
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ffthe'wife be guilty of many wicked actions, and the hus
ua'die first, he will suffer for the sins of his wife. In 
the apprehensions of a Hindoo, therefore, marriage ought 
to be a very serious business • 

• 
SECT. lII.-Notices relative to Manners and Custom, 

in general. 

THE Hindoos, notwithstanding their divisions into 
casts, and various sect!:', are scartely leso; peculiar and iso
lated in their manners than the Chinese: their dress, 
their ceremonies, and their domestic economy, have been 
preserved without innovation from age to age. StiD, 
however, the unchanging drf"8s and modes of the HiDe 
doos are natural and graceful, compared with those 01 a 
Chinese, who, with his long tail, his fantastic dress, hi. 
fan, his wooden shoes, and his chuckJing stilam, looks 
more like a piece of carvE'd work, than a human being 
walking at large on the earth. 

Many of the higher orders of Hindoos, especially in 
the Northern provinces, are handsome in thei .. telltures, 
having an oval face, and a nose nearly aquiline. Some 
are comparati~ely fair, and others quite black, but a 
dark brown complexion is most common, with black eyes 
and hair. 'file gpneral expression of the countenance 
reminds you, that the Hindoo is mild and timid, rat).er 
disposed to melancholy, and effeminate pleasures.' . tn 
Bengal, the greatest number are below the middle sta
ture, and very slender in body; but this description docs 
not altogether suit the Hindoos of the upper proviDces, 
where you immediately perceive, that you are surrounded 

p2 
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witll a people more robust and independent, tbdugft tbe
genf!ral features are the same. 

The Hindoos are gt'neral1y loqullciots, and the com· 
mon people very noisy in convE'r<1ation. Their youth 
are lively, inquisitiv(>, and of quick pE'rception. They 
Appear to he capable of great improvement, and of imi· 
tating most of the European arts, and c:.rrying- them tt) 
the greatest perfection: either they art> inrapabI(, of bold 
and original debigno;, or their long slavpry to ancient pat
tern!; and usages bas, like the Chine .. e shoe, made tlle 
whole race cripples. 

TIle dress of the rich,~ in which there is nf'itber 00,," 
tons, stringt'i, nor pins, iR happily f;uited to the climate, 
and produces a very graceful effect. Over their loins 
they fold a cloth which almost COV(>TS their leg", hanging 
down to the tops of the shoes. 'ff.e uPI)l'r garment is a 
loose pieceh of fine white cloth" without seam from top 
to bottom," thrown over the sholJlder~, and, except the 
head, neck, and arm~, co\ering the whole hotly. The 
bead is always uncov£'red, ullleo,s the beat or cold con

strain the person to draw his upper garment over it like 
a hood.' Shoes worn by the rich, ale coveTed WIth gold 

I tkrore II Hiudoo 1"lt. Oil" new g:uruent, I.e I.lutts a few thre<ld~ out of 
it, alld offers thenl to dllf'elcnt belng~, ~hut the}' liLly b~ plOp'LIOIIS, and 
tba.t it. Inay wear well. Tlte pOOl wear thea garments till they are Yet y til. 

tlly, anl1 the pillow on which they 51~p 1\ never wlI~hl:d, not\\)th'lalllling 

thek hait· is oiled clally. th~ll househ and ganllclIls ,Ire gellerally full of 

"e!'Dlln. 

h A nathe, when be SdW a pICture of His Ma}e1lty George tbe Tlurd ill 

the nO\lAe of the authOl, 18 Ii Romau hdbit, asked, will' tie WOIC garments 
like the Hludoos, and Dot hke tbe f:nglisil. 

i .. Tbi: cokmr of tIle (Roman) gown is genel"ally believe<l to have been 

white. N to attlre fUI the bead, the Ranlans ordmarilr used none, except 
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and fiih'er thread, are opt"n at the bf'els, and curled up at 
the toes; stockings nr(' ve,'y ~eldom worn k Many Hin
doos in the Ren'ice of Europeans, to plea.;;e their m:l!'<ters, 
wear the Milstilman dress; put on a turban, and gar
ments like n jacket nlHl ppthcoat, or loose pantaloons. 
The poor have onh ,I ... hred of cloth tn cuvpr tiH'i,' loins. 
The dres!! of the \\Olllen d!lfpr~ from thnt ok thf> men, in 

tbat they weill' Ollly one long garment, which, "rapped 
round the loins, come .. o\cr the sh()ulllprs, alld occasion

ally over the lwad a ... 1 hoo{i. I n B~llgdl, a woman's gar
ment is ten cublh long antI t\\'o broad; 10 the southenl 
parts of India, it lfo, much longf'r I very few wear sooes. 
Ornaments are eagt'r Iy bought ant'r, I'Vt'1i h) tht> poorest 

wOlDen, "lti.ch they fix ID theIr hair, 011 the forehel:ld, in 

the ears, in the nol't',. round the arms, WCI'lti, lIncles, &c. 
They paint their finger-uail,;, Hnd round the bottoms of 
their feet, red, and thei .. eye-la~hes black; their teeth are 
made red with eatmg panu} 

the 1,lppet (If tllcfr gowlI; uIHI thiS \\'il'l not a rOll<tallt eOlTl, but only OC('II

',ondl, to avolu the r~m, 01 ~Ull, 01 o~hel .ICr .dellIal I\lcr.nvcnolI1CI~3 hence 
It is, 'll,lt we sec lIOlle of Illl' old 5!,llUe~ mIll ,til) 011 t",'11 hedds." 

... It I~ lcm,ulabk, to wh.\t e)"lclltllt U'>l'. tilt toe, ale dPI'Iud in IndB 

'II Eugl4ucI, It 18 h.lnl tu ~ay whetilcl Ihey ,lie [Ii .lIly lI'e wh.lt'o(.ltr. 

A mall cuu1,1 celtalllly walk ,Uld Iiue wUlJUul tlwllI. !llId tlie>e .II.., tlill 

J1ll11rIpal purposes to \\1!lch tIle feet .m.' II[>Jllkd iu EUl(lpe But h ... re the 

rue- ~ut.' scrond haud fill~t'li' 11I .. y are c,lllprl the" fc .. t fingt'r," III Beng,llep• 

Jll JIIS ()1\'t1 hou-c, " 111111100 JJlah .. , U'l' of them to fdst~n the clog 10 111ft 

(u't by rucans of ,I button II hII'll ~l'(l' between the two mlddlt toes. The 

t,IV\OJ, If he Iloe~ llot tlll!!,ICI IllS Ileedle, Ct·Jt,llllly tWists !Ji~ tlne.ld with 

~hcm the couk IlOld. hi~ llllft, WIth IllS toe~ willie ht' cuts /i.h, vege1ablt·., 

&.C ; the JOlllel, tht' \Vcall.'l, &e. could lIot d,) wlll.ollt them, and UJIDO~t 

cl'ery nall'e hols twenty dlifelt'llt II-C' 101 the loe" it l~ true, I have heard 

of a Rlalmed 'aiiOi III En~I<1lld wlltlllii With I.ib hit·., wluch Ib lolther \lIore 

thlln wl'Ht I h.il't\ stell do lie III lhls i;oUlllly • but yet, LhlB is olily aDoc!lt'l 

I'HWf of "hat n)l~ht be dOlle, e,'ell '''Itb til" toe~, if llt'ce81lty \bould ""He, 

W Ulab,e US 9~t Ollr to(:'s ,IS wdJ <.IS 0111 IYlt' tp Will k. 

) I'dll!), whi .. h 1~ CUCIVcd lil,~ tob,I' CO, cou"",, of the led of the piper 

}' S 
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111 their fot'ms of add res!!, and behaviour in ceml*DY, 
tbe'Hindoos must be rauked among"t the politest. natiens. 
It is true, tbere is a mixture of flattery and of fulsome 
panegYric in their add res." but this is given and received 
rather as the requlrement of custom than the langUllge of 
the beart. It is a polish n1ways understood to lie on 
tbe surface; It pleases without deceiving any body. 
When he enters the presence of his spiritual guide, the 
Hindoa prostrates himself, and, laying hold of his feet, 
looks up to him, and says, ' You are my saviour ;'-to a 
benefactor, he says, ' You are my iather and mo-ther;'
to a man whom he wishes to prnis<', ' You are Religion 
incnTnRtf>;' or,' 0 Sir, your fume is gone all over the 
eoU'tltry; yes, from country to country.' 'As a Benefac
tor, you are equal to Kl1rnit'l 'You nre equal to Yoo
dhist'hirum in your regard to truth.' ' You have overcome 
all your passions.' ' You shew due respect to all.' ' You 
are a sea of excellent qualities.' ' You are devoted to the 
service of your guardian deity.' ' You ~Ire the father 
and mother ofbramht1n8, cows, and women.~ 

There are five kinds of obeisance among the Hindoos, 
viz. 1. i1stangli, in which the person proc;trates himself, 
and makes eight parts of hi!> body, VIZ. his kJ\ee~, hands, 
tam pies, nOllf', and chin, touch the g-round; 2 pfinchongn, 

in which the person makes his forehead, temples, and 
~and8 touch tbe ground; S. dlindavutu, Simple prostra
tion, in which the person causes hIS fQ[ehead to meet tbe 

betel, tht!! fruit of the ereca faUBel, hIDe tnddl' of sl.elh, and (at pleasure) of 
8 number of spires. 

I ~ii. the orother of'Yoodlllst'hllll, IVas ~ery (111110115 for hie hberahty. 
'" Kll!g Yoodhilt'hirO is 011 all OCCII810118 mentiolled a~ a penon the most 

t,eDaCiou80C trIHh 01 an) Hiudoo th~t eyer IIYcd, illld ret he was dl-aggtd to 
~el.1 for Iyhlg. 



~ 1 ., IlUmo.ilkarl1, in which bet ~rillJiDg his joined 
J.udt,opeo up to hi» forebead, causes his two thumbs 
~ _ch, his forehead several times; 5. iibhivadnlllb 
ia .whlcb the person raises his right hand (never bisleft) to 
or towards the forehead, gently bending the head. This 
last is the common form. Should a brumhi'i.lI, the servant 
of a king, be sitting with his Blaster, a shOodrl1, coming ;" 
w~d give the common si'iiam, with one band, to the 
JDGnaFch, and, with his jomed hands would make the reve .. 
rentini nl1m liskaru to the bramhiln. The Bengalee 
women, if of equal rank, bow to each other, by raising 
their Joined hands to the bead. ,A woman of inferior 
rank bows to a superior, and rubs the dust of her feet on 
her forehead, but the superior does not return the bow. 

In their descriptions, the Hindoos indulge in the most 
extravagant byherbole. A splendid palnce they call 
the heaven of Vlshnoo j-a heavy rain, the deluge i-a 
quarrel, the bloody contest betweell the Pallq,Uvu~ and the 
!lons of Dhrit lirabbtril, in which el/~htl'en ijk~houhinecl5l1 
were slaughtered ;-acrowd is alway!o! swelled to myriads. 
Respecting a water-spout, tllp Hmdoos say, the elephants 
of the god Indrl1 are drinking i-the rainbow they cdll 
Ranlu's bow j-a whirlwind is caused by aerial beings 
called pisha-chl1s i-thunder is occabioned by lndru's hurl· 
ing his thunclprholts at the glolnts, who come to drink 
water fr(lm the clouds, and the lightlllng ariSES from the 
sparks of these thunderholtil. Some add, that tll(' dllground 
the moon arisea from the splendour of the plallPt-, or gods, 
who SIt there as the counsellors of Chundl'u (the mOOD.) 

In directing their letters, as well as in the compliments 

n J,}ne tl.kl!boobiueil comprises 109,3,,0 fo~t, 65,610 hone!, 21,870 (lI,,
riots, and 21,870 elephllntB. 

l' 4 
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prefb,:;~d to theQ~, the Hindooil lise the most ettrn'agant 
, addr~&S ': tbe followU1~ may liervcas specimens: TOG kl71g: 
, To the great, the excellent, the prosperous, the iIlustri .. 
ous king, KI>ishnil-Chundril-Ra),u, the llourisbcr of mul
ti~udes frem man) cotllltrie~, the fragrance of whose filme 
~as, spread tlnough the whole world j at whose f(.>.et many 

J..ings, aool'lled ",ith refulg~nt crowns, bow; whose glory 
makes hi., enemic" shrlllk as the "lin does the koiruvU;ll 

'Whose fame is pure as the qlJe~n of night; the prip~t of 
<-

the perpetual sacrificial fire. '-To a teacher: 'To Uhh[opsh. 

ti:idevu, the ferryman arIO!:l~ the !oea of tlll~ world, the 
( 

teacher of the way of deb\erance from sin, the !lull-hke 

rC'Dover of the great darkftf'S~ SpllUglllg from worldly 
attachment; the nut p which rem'ov£'~ the impuTites of the 

15oul; to thy fiwt I bow, the 11"11,, of "hlch alt' like the 
h0fl15 of the half moon.'-l'o afiJlhcr: ' To the excellent 
persoll, my fdthel, the ollly author of my ex,.,tence, my 
go,·ernor, who"e nlln~ drinks the hoo<'y on the "dtel"~ 
lily feet of the deity, at thy feet, wIllch drive a\\ay my 
darkness, I s·upphcate.'- To (l moilUl i ' 'fo my eXCt>lIent 
and dignified mother, who bore me III her womb; who, 

feeding, Llourishlllg, and comforting rue, r<u~ed me to IIhm· 

hood; by whom I !jaw the world, and who gave me .l 

body to pel form the offices of religlOll; at thy tpt't I sup

plicate, whIch are the 'HIter.lilIeS 011 the re"crVOIr of uly 
)lea I to' 

'Vhon two Hindoos, aftN a short ab~cllce, (lwet, the 

inferior firtot attempts to take hold orthe fct,t of t.he otM>r, 

which the latter prevents. Tbey thell clar.,p each atbel' 

in the arms, and mon' tlwir heads from one shoulder to 
the other tWlCC; and afterwards ask of each otht>r'ji; 

p The N}mpllica c8crllcnta. 

dOlis pllnfy willer. 
p An 411u~IOli to" nut by which the HilI-
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welfare. The inferior replies, ' Through your favour, r 
cont'llue well.' 'As ~Otl command; all i" well.' Or he 
ask", ' How? I ... the house "ell?' meaning the family. 
When 11 brambull bappf:'nc; to !at near another bramblin, 
if a !dranger, and ifhe JI; speaking to an inferIOr, he a§k~, 
, Of what caj;t are you E' The othf'r replie-., ~ I am a 

hramhnn.' 'To willch line or bramhtln<; do you heloll~?' 
, I am R Rarhee br.llllhun,' 'Of what t:lmily r' 'Oftne 
t~lInily of Vi:,hnoot'hnkooru.'~ 

'Vhen two pPriion~ or the 10,vl'r orders ,_ M H indo03 
quarrel, If oae ~hould stril{~ tIl(' othcl, thl' pC'r,(}1I mjured 
ilpfwal., to the spf'ctalors? and, tal\.ing·'lOld of tlldr ft>t,t, 
l:!.l)", ' YOll are witne~Js th"t h(> struck 1I1e.' Some of 

tilt" spectatorf;, unwlllin~ perhaps to bl'come witnesses, 
filly, 'All! don't touch our feet;' or, the injllrcd party 
takes a COI'nf'r of the garment of ('ach one present, Qlld 

ties ill it a knot, "Jymg, ' Yon are witnesbes that lie 

sh'uck me.' \Vhen <l Hindoo IS g-ui!ty ofcommon swear
mg, he says, 'If I live, let me endUl'e all tIle sorrow )00 

would endure If I should die;' but this oath is wrapped 
up III three word;;;, , Eat your head.' Another says, 
f. Touching- your body, I say this.' • DohaeE' Glinga !' js 
anotllf"r oath, the meaning of which jE., ' From such a 
falsehood pre.,prve me Gi1IJ~a.' 'Iff c;peak a f.1J.;;eJlOod, 
let me Iw (fstecmed ,1 r:l~c.J.I.' 'If I luve cOallllltted 'loch 
nil actlOll, let me be a leper.' 'If I halle done this, let 
me not .. ee till"; Il!ght' 'I if have gone to such a place, 
let me hecome a chJ.nuali1; &c. 

When a Hllluoo sneeze~, any per.,on who may bt' 
prec;ent, f:03)S, ' Live,' and the Il1eCZCr adds, ' \Vith }ou: 

~ Thl' dlfl'''f('nt orllels of JlllidoDS t1ace thur lle.~C~ut, for ten 01 t\,el~e 

~nl'r,\tlOlI', flOlli .11,t'IISI\I~lw'l allle,tor<, 
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w~.-he gapes, tb~_gaper ~,II"- thumb ,od ,~er, 
a,ud ';;e,peats tbe nam~ of 80~ ged, us Rarati I R9.IIIii ~ It 
he ..should nrg1ect this, ,he ooQlmils a sin as great 8S the 
.wqJ'der ofa bramhl1n. 'Vhen a per8o~ falls, a spectator 
says, " Get up.' Ifhe should not say thi$, ,he commits a 
gfeat SiD. 

, 
The houses of the rich are built of brick, 00 four sides 

of an area; the norlh rooUl is one story high, and COIltains 
the idol; on the ground floor of the two sides and the 
front are tgcee porches, and over them rooms for the 
fwnily. 1 n some houses, the front is merely a high wall, 
CQDtain~ng a door in the centr~ •• ,,;The windows of the 
rooms occupied by the family, are snere air-boles, through 
which the women llJil) be seen peeping as through the 
gratings of a Jail. At the times of the great festivals, an 
awning IS thrown over the top of' the court, into which 
tbe common spectators are admItted, while the bramhilns, 
01' resp~tllble people, SIt on the two side verandas, and 
the women peep from the smllll crevices of the wind&"s 
above. Allowing for the variation of men's tastes, the 
ahove IS the general form of tbe hou.ses of the rich. 

Their sitting and sleeping rooms contam neither pictures, 

Jookjng-~Iasse!'!, book..cases, tubles, chairs, nor indeed any 
thing, t'xcapt a wooden beclitead or two, loose mats, a 
few brass catlllg and drinkmg utensils, a hooka, and the 
rushes used for panii. Some of the nch natives in Cal
cutta approach nearer the EnglisII in tbelr furnitnre, by 
keeping large pipr glasses, chairs, couches, &c. but these 

are not a fair bpecimcn of tbe inE,ide of a house purely 
Hindoo. The houses of the middling' ranks IIBve the 
form of a tourt, but they BI'e ma,de with mud walls, 
bamhoo roon" and thatch. , The poor have a single, 
damp, anu wretched hut. Almost aU their JIousehold 
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god88' cOtJelct1: of a few Ve~sels' for cooking, and otltenl to 
hold -their food; most of these are COflrRe earihel'n ves!lels. 
Their ~bl'a" vcsqels Drtl, a dish to bold thl" boiled lice, a 

round bason to hold water, and a small round dish or 
two. Some use a Il'tonl' or a wooden dish to hold the 
rice. The middling ranks keep a box, or chest, to secure 
their 1ittle property against thieves. From the abov(> 
deseription, some idea may be formed of a Bengal town, 
if we bep iu'mind, that there is scarcely any attention 
paid'to regularity, ~o as to form strl'ets, or rows of houses 
in a straight line. 

It is welt for this pE'ople, thnt the climate does not 
make it necessary, thlit they shoulrl posse"~ !"tl'ong well· 
built hou8e~: the bouse bf a poor Hmdoo has only, on I" 
room; the IIuddling ranks have two or thrcf', one of 
which i!o for cooking; in anotbel, the husband, wife, and 
young chIldren sleep; and in another, or upon the 
'vf"ranoa, other branches of the family "I pep. The Hin
doo!l are not vl"ry delicate about theIr bed or sleeping 
room. they lie 011 a mat laid upon the floor, or at tho 
£1001, and have only a thin piece of cloth to covpr them. 
In taking a walk early in the morning, many Hindoo .. 
may be scpn lying out of doors before their o;hops Jike ,,0 

many {'orpliles laid out for interment. One of the apart
nlf'nb, III the houAe!! of some rich men, is appropriated to 
11 ,'cry curious purpo~e, viz. ",hen any membel's of the 
famIly are angry, they <;hut themsl:'h'es up in this room, 
called krodhagari't, viz. the room of anger, or of the 

angry. When any illdi"idual is gorw into thl~ room, the 
master of the family goes, and pel'suades him or her to 
cOme out. Ifit is a 'Woman, he ask .. ber what she wants? 
She Q5k8* perhaps, for a large fish to eat every day-(sha 
has seen one probably in the hands of some otber female 
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of the family)-ol' for R palanqueen to carry hE'!' dltHy to 
the r;\'er to baihe-or for the means of pertorming the 
worship of some idol.-or for beautiful garments OT orOlI

ments. 

The price of a moderate ,,;zeo clay hut is about thirty 
roopees. The lahour fOI' building a mud wall a eubit 
thick, one bundred cubits long, and seven cubits hiAb, i ... , 
in the eQUlltry, M>ven !"oorees; nenr Calcutta tell roopees. 
In the IllOnths of December and January, the lIindool> 
wbo 1I,'e in mud hOUOiP", are busy m rt>painng and 
thatching them, Ii!' at this tim~ sl! aw )'l cheap. Those 
who ll\ e III lmck Itow .. es arc seldom willill~ to be at tIle 
cxrenc~ of pJa<.,telllJ!,{ them. The ooors and WJlldows are 
~('ry fe\\' and "mall, the latter al'e often as sDlall as the 
guu.holes of a slli p. 

If a person meets with nJl .. fortunes if! a particular 
hOll);(', Jle concludes that some bon~ are buried in it ; 
I>ometnnes under such superstitious fears he leaves biB 
house. 1f bones nre repeiltedly found in a hou!'c, it IS 

generally nbHUclOllPd hy the owner. 'Vhen a ,,"urn of 
money, or any thmg ('I"p, 11<15 heen l'tolen from a houRe, 
and it is pretty cprt.ull that sOllie perRon of the h(lU~e IS 

the thief, the }lindoo", \II some piaCt'R. I ub the thumb 
flails of all the pt>r;,on., in the boust', lI11ag'wing that the 
name of t'le thipf will become legIble on the mlll of the 
offender! 

The Hindoos cOIl!-iJer it unlucky to leave their homeli, 
and nnde .. takp a journey, In the month of pou@bn. They 
tl"elll tbe following occurrences as had Olllf'ns; viz. If the 
lizard mak()s fl nOise, or anyone sneetles, when a persoD 

is about to be&iu an aetion; if a llcI'son ill <mU<>d when ~ 
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is about to set off on R jQurney; if it pe1"ion on dep~rtin~' 
to any place, hits hiM Jwad agl1in"t any Hung, 01', sec~ an 
empty ki11usil (water~pan). I have fre<}tlently seen a 
Bindoo, when ahout to tHke lfdve ofllnothf'r, pre\'cIltE>ti 
b~ the chirping ofa lizard. It I~ u comnlon 'i ,,}'iu!{, "Ah! 
I suppo'!e some eVil will befall me to uay, for the fir!,t 
person I saw this morning was "uch 01' ... uch a mi~eruhle 
wretch." The followill~ are ~ood omen." viz. If a person 
!letting off on ajourne.y sees a dead bod), or a Idiltisil full 
of ,water, or a Jack.I1, on hIS left hand: or if he sees a 
cow, a deer, or a hramhiill, on his right hand. The~e 

good and bad omen" are to he fOUllld III the sha"triis; but 
b{'~ide these, there urc m4lny which cu.,tom bus csta
hhsheJ, 

~carc('ly any Ilindoo<.; cltl:1Ch flowf'r gnrdeTl!s to their 

hou"('~, fl pumpkin pl<lnl j" \ e, y of tell ',l ell climhing' the 
llid£' ofthl' house, nnci re ... t1ng It" fruit Oil the th.ltch ; and, 
on a plot of ground adJCHuing the homw of n poor man, it 
i" ,'ery Common to ~l'e the e~g'plallt, alld plantainI', 

Orchards arc \'cry COllllllon; th(' prmclpal trees in wh;('h 
nre the man~o, Jarl" coroa-nut, b{'tel, cu .. tard-applt·, 
plumb trees, &c. A clump or twoofb:unboo'l is very com
mon in these ol·chnrds. To prevent a tree flOrn continu
ing UIiH-uitful, whll~h the} suppo'ie has been j"jured by 
the ('vii machinations of~ome eocm}, the Hindoos sO\1\e

tImes tIe a ~trlllg round the trunk of tlll~ tree, "ith a 
kourl'e, or tIle bone of a ('ow, attar-bed to it. '1'0 drive 
de<;tructive animal .. from a fjeld, or a plot of cucumbers, 

or egg-plants, &c. the Hindoos fix on a bamboo ~ pot 
covered with soot, with iome wbite lines drawn 00 it. 
Besirle th~ want of gardens, the H II1doos do not keep 
fowls, nor any dome!)tic ammal. except a cat. The do
me'ltic birds of the country are, the water·wagtoll, the 
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~i.fla, sparrow, crow, swallow, &c. the jackaluWlke a 
~A;l'rrid yell around the hou&es at night, and I have .eard 
(J/ inarances of young children being carried away by 
th~m in the night, and devoured. Mad jackals do great 
rm,schief. 

" A rnan shall leave his father and mother, and shall 
cleave \.Into his wire," is a maxim which is quite contrary 
to those manners of the HlIldo08 that are most esteemed. 
Marriuge seldom at first separates children and parents; 
and a, grand-father, with his children and grand-children, 
in a direct hne, amounting to nearly fifty persons, may 
~~elime8 he found in one tilmily.' As long as a father 
hve!!, he is the master of the house; but after hie death, 
the elder brother I!> honoured almost as a parent; if in
capable of taking charge of the famIly, 11 younger brother 
is invebted with the management. Such a family has all 
tbing~ In common; but if one of the brothers earns much 
by his labour, and the re~t little or notbing, a quarrel 
commqniy ensues, alld they separate. V cry few large 

(~mihes live togetht'r long, where tbey wholly depend on 
\fad~, or Oil several sons ernplo) ed in service. Those who 
have landed property enJoy a greater degree of domestic 
quiet. 'J'he debts of a f~ltheJ' f!ll1, ill the first place, UPOll 
the eldcst &00, and in I'.OIllC cases on the younger som, 
e\"en though the father should have left no, property • 

• JugOnrot'bu-TOrkkli-Puncbalriwu, who lived to be about 117 ~ear! of 

.~ alld was well known as thl" most learned man of his time, harl a f.lUlIly 

of sevlIlJty ur eighty inrlllidu.ils, among whom were his SOU8 aud daugilters, 

Kf&DllIiODS, great-grand~oll~, and a g~t-gJeat-grandl!OlI. In this f .. md". {or 

aloUI~ 'years, wheu, at a ~erldiDg or 00 allY other 0~a8iun. the Cel'lllWOIIY 

f ailed tile shra4dbi:\ was to be pel'CoI R1~d, iU no 8nceBtolS had deceased, they 
called the uJd folk~, aut! ptCllcnted theIr oIfl!rlJlgs to them. 
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-The W*k 'tIf., house-wi fe ! "is nearly as folloW'S; after 
~ itt the '''arDing, in induo;triolls families, ehe lighhJ 
tbe lamp, and spins cotton for family garments; she next 
feeds the children with s,!eetmeats, ot' some parched rice, 
or milk; after this she mixes cow-dung with water, Ilnd 
sprinkles it over the house floor, to purify it. She then 
sweeps the bouse and yard, and mixing cow-dung", earth7 

and water togetbeT, smears the floor of the hoose, tbe 
bottom of the walls, and the veranda. After this, sbe-eats 

a little cold boiled rite, and tben eh-ans the brass and 
stone vesSt'ls with straw, a'ihe~, and water. He\" next 
work is to bruise the rice and other things in the pedal 
(dhenkee), or to boll the rice, in order to cleanse it from 
the bask. At ten 01' eleven o'dock, she takes n towel, 
and goes to bathe, accompanied by a few nflighbours; 
some warneD, during bathing, make an image of the lingli, 
and worship it with the same forms aq are used by the 
men; others merely bathe, and, after repeating a few 
formulas, bowing to the water, the suu, &c. which oceupy 
about fifteen minutes, return home; but if the worship- of 
the lingi1 is performed, it employs nearly an hour. At 
the time of bathing, the women rub their ornaments with 
sand., dean their bodIes with the refuse of oil, and their 
hair wltb the mud of the fIVer or pool. On her f'cturn,. 
the female stands in the sun, and dries her hair; changes
her wet clothcs for dry ones; washes her fee,t on going 
into the house; x and then applies herselfto cooking. Sbe 

• The Hlndoo8 keep vel y lew female eervants. 

• The whole front of a Hiodoo hut, not unfulqlleotly, is covered with ea1Ioes 
Qf COW.dUIlg', placed th('re to dry . 

• A Womrln, after bathing, will 1I0t touch anything till she bas put' eoae 

IlUbstance illtu her mouth: the rca~oll oC this cUf<tom. which is ulliverral, i. 

ttllknowo; the Sel1eral a1lswer n, tl~ n('gkct of It would bring dOwn IBis
tortuuCo' Oil tbe taulJl) • 
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first prepares the roots, green!;, and fruits; than bruises 
the spices, &c. by rolling a stone m f'f them on aoodwr 
ston~; and then pre pal es the fi'lh or ,'cgetables which are 

to be eaten with the rice, whl~h she afterwards boill'!. 
The Hindoo fire plact'~ are made of clay, and bUIlt in the 
ynrrl, or cook-room. They aI!'o U.,t' a moveable fire-place 

madeofchw, which is round like a kettle, and lias a hole 

10 one sidf~ to admit the wood. 

11l0se who nre vcry poor, pat With ricc only herbs 

gathen>d in some field; the midclhn,!,!" ranks eat split pease, 

green", fh,h, &c. The rich add a numb('r of other things, 
8S boiled fish, u('iC\s, r\ln~ellt spice~, &r. , tlH'J allo1o fry, 
in elanfif'd hlltter, plaintaills, the frnit of the egg-plant, 
coc()a-nut~, pumpl\llls, cucumbe! s, &c. 

Aner tlip thillgs are tlllls pr('pared, tile woman (if .. 
hramhlincc) calls a SOil whn hUf- tIPt'n JlI\e~ted with the 
poita, to pn'i>ent a dish of ('nch kllld of food to thp family 
image (mm,tly the Rhalugl'amti); ;lIJd who, III pl'Psentmg 

them, relwahl their IIMlle!>, and adds, ' 0 god! I present 
to tllPe 1hi .. fuod: ellt.' The food remail!!, before the 

image about five ml\llJte~, when it IS c,lrried into another 

room, W}WH' all the m.de part of thp f.unily Sit dowlI to 

eat; but before they IwglO, each of those inve'>ted with 
the pOita takes water into the palm of the right hand, 

repeats tile name of his gl1ardlan deity, and pours it out 
as a libation; and then takHlI.\ up more water, and, re~ 

peating the same words, drlllks it; after which, placing his 

thumb in five different Wel)S on the fingers of his right 

hand, he r~peats certain form'S, and, lifting up a few grains 
of rice, presents the-m to the primary elementll,Y At the 

Y E:U111, wal,er, file, ait, and ~"cuum. 
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close of dinner, IlIpping water irOrD the band, each person 
repe.Q.t.s another form, haying' I am full,' and tben rises. 

If no stranger l~ prCSt'nt, the women walt on the men, 
but a fllOdoo womuu IIc"cr Sits down to eat. wIth her 
husband;' she and the )Olmger cbtldrcn eat what he 
leaves. She ne\'cr, indeed, mentlOlls the nume of ht"r hus
band; but when sh~ calls h1l11, m'lhoes m,e of an UltcljCC

tion merely, as He ~ o! &c. When .. he "peaks of hUll to 
others, "he call:" Lim master, or the mall or the house. 
She never mIxes III eonlpany, v\'cn at hel own hOl1~e, but 
remams lfl it sl'pMaic loom, willie hcr hUf>hand "'lis blUOk

ing aud t.llklllg with the gue~ts.' A woman <loes not 
change her nauH' at the tllllC ofmardagc. 

A lhm]oo eat~ with tIll." Tlgllt haud, never with the Jeft, 
which is used HI the mcane ... t officeh; he never uscs 
a l,nife, fork, or f>poon. lie drinks out of a bra~s cup, 
or takes up hquHls in the ball,. of hil> hauds; h~ drink~ 
nothIng hut water WJth Ills food; but before or after dm. 
ner, some drill'" milk 01' butter-nulk. The natives men
tion tifty or more different chshe,;, us being sometimes 
pl'epa\'ed at OIlB feast. The f('males 111 rich famIlies, 

7 The W1V' s of rt'spcctalJle ltlDtlOOS al c never seen in tile stleeta with thel! 

hUbbaud" c,ct'j1' "n ,1 JOUIIIC\,. When IIl11doo "omen see all Eughsh female 
walk Ul In III a] m II all IH'] Illl-hand, tht·y e,claim, with the ntlJl(}lt astGllish~ 

meM, <. Oil' Ma' Wll.lt " tlrlS' Do you ~ee' They tIlke tlleiJ WI1'e3 by the 

haud, and lead tiw,,) til: oUflh the st! eels, .hOlllllg theUl to other Enghsh, 
\ 

wlthout the 1l'.Iot ,ham" ,. 

a TIllS llllCOllIlllOIl shyness of the Hmdoo \\-olllcn l~, however, iu !ome Illea.. 

sure CDnfill('(\ to the higher ca.,t~ Some \\Omell al'e vel'}' I,ll ely geen, cX'eept 

early in tbe m01l1l1l1\' at tht'lr ablu,tIOLls; the wlveN of the 1lI1(h}fiDg 1111*,.' 
whlln tIter go Ollt, draw thell garlDent ova- tbe face; but the Ioweet ~ 

of WOlllell pdli8 thlough the stleetll With lese re~ervcJ aDd expose thelt facea 
to till' Hew of 8t1 angtr&. 
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at weddings, at sbraddh!1s, at the tiJne ofiu,v(!stiture ,with 
tbe poita, and at the glviug a child jts ~ame and first rice, 
h~~e much (0 do In cooklllg, 

The Hindoo shabtrUl> direct, that brasnhiins shall eat at 
two o'clock in tllC day, and agam at one in the uig-ht; but 
a variety of ci,rcllm"tance .. 1M \'e produced irregulal' haluts ; 
these, however, are stili con!>lcicl'"d as the appointed hours 
for eatmg: after dmnt'r, thpy wdsh the mouth, chew be
tel, and s~oke out ot the booka. 

The hooks has three principdl parts, 1. a wooden, brass, 
or ~la8s bottle; contamlllg wdter ;-2. a hollow pipe, 

iuserted 10 tlie hend of thl" bOUle, and reaching down illto 

the water, 011 n llich u CUI' h pi.l(.cd cont.lIIII IIg the tobacco 

and fil'e ;-3. in lIlt> vacuum, at the h{'ad of the bottle, 
is also placed w la .. t j" t(,fmeu a "Ild kp, 01' cl'Ookcd pi pe, 

one end of wluch al .. o uebccnd!> JIIto the water, and to 
the oth~r end the mouth." appbed, unci through it the 
smoke IS ura n n, after belllg cooled In t ht> wuter. The 

poor nativE'S me a ('oeOd-nut a<; ,I hoUif' to hold the water, 
in the top of wluch 1" inserted a hollow lcod, reaclllng mto 

the wuter, in the other end of \\ lileh, HI a hollow cup, 
.bacco aud file are pldCl:'U, and to a hole in tlle Side they 
apply the mouth, h:'J dl.ln' out the ~mokp. Tobacco 
grol,Ys plentifully ill llcllgaJ, and !.mol~illg I'> allUo .. t n uui ... 
verSl;ll custom; practl~cd jndecd to great l'XC('~'" by lIluny.h 

For smoakmg, the leaf IS pounded, anG llllXt'd \\ lila mo-
, , 

~ ;~ 'lU&lltity of lobacco C(l1l8umerl 10 BCllgal1ll a yea I 1IIU"t be great ill

~. A modcloltc sllloakeJ cOIJ~ume~ lIot less than 1\\0 lb~. d mourh Tile 
, ~ 

..... toillllto 15 Mid Kt about two-prnce the Ib -lIlIlIluo WOIIH:1l of supe-

' .... ~er lfJIoke 001' take lIIlUlr, but many of the lhndoo l'~rlltS tnl • ., 

lIIaJ., aaddtca use for a fllIulT-box a 1alse sn~ll shell. Tbe llenglllce bey& 

)lI8i# to 'JIIlo~e at 8(:11001, C''OUI the time they arc four or Iii II year, old. 



lasses ~ very few chE.'w it.c The ~ame hooka goes round 
amongst all the company of the same cast; avd those-who 
are not of the satTIE' ca~t, may takp up the cup which con. 
tains thE> tobacco and fin' fro'll the top of the hooka, and 
draw thE' !m1oke fhrodg'h its tube; but dllferent ea!.ts are not 
permitted to smoke through the ';arne watel', Mo!;t of the 
palanqueen bearers smoJ.e srgar'l, Many I-lindoos, after 
!lathing in a'mornIng, tdke a pill of opiullI, 

The nefl'~"aTies for a f(l1Dil~ are bought in the market 
and paid for daily, ('Xcept nllll., 'm,;ar, 011, &;;c,; these are 
brought to the hou<;e by thE' ~l:'lIf'r, who recei\-es his pay
mellts monthly, Chrap as all the articles ofpnme neces. 
&ity al'c, there are few I1indoo') who are not in debt. 

In the busmess of eating, it is almost impossible to de
s(~r;he to what ridlculom, lengths the dIstinctions of cast 
are carrieJ: a Hindoo ought to have a good memory to 
know with whom he may, and with whom he may not eat. 
Europeans are con<,iclered as llndean by thE> Hindoo~, 
principally because they eat any tIung, and with any body, 
Th.ings of III e~teem among others are also considered as 
unclean, but the) may be purified by incantations. The 
presence of ~hoodri1s, dog!>, cats, crows, &c, producE's the 
Harne conseq lIence!>; yet they may be cleansed by sprink
ling upon them water ill which gold or kooshi:i-gras8 has 
been dipped. If tliese auimals have touched the food, it 
canuot be dcansed, but must be thrown away. Iran un
cleaQ person, or animal, enters the cooking-house of a 
person uf superior cast, the latter thl'ows all his earth«,!D 
cooking-vessels away, aud cleanses his brass one8~ If 
a European of the highest nmk touch the food of ,tIw 

C Many ro<>p('ctablc females, hOlVcrel, mix a little tobacCQ wnb die ,auo. 
heyell'lV. 

Q 2 
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mQmest Hindoo, he will throw it away, though he should 
D9t have ano~her morsel to eat j and yet this food, perhaps, 
is'perely a little coarse rice, and a few greens fried 10 oil. 

Tbe Hindoos are full of ceremony in making a feast, at 
which the bramM.ns are always the chief guests. When 
a. man wibhes to make a feast, he is several days in prepa
ring for It, and, after soliciting the advice of bis relations 
about the dinner, the presents, &c. he generally conforms 
to the judgment of this family council; and then pur
chasing the things necessary, cleans up his house, &c. If 
a b.amhiin, be never "ends an invitation by a shoodru, 
but goes himself, or sends a relation, or the f.tmily priest . 
.AU near and distant lelahons ill the place or Immediate 
neighbomhood are invited. If anyone absent IlIlDself, 
'!ithout assigning a reason, it 18 considered as a great 
affront; If he makes an apology, it is judged of by a coun
ciloffrlends. The female relations, and even the males, 
assist In cooking the dinner, ofwluch, OIl many occasions, 
two or three hundred per!.ons partake. No boy can par
take of a fe.\!,t given by a bramllun till he has been in
vested with the poita. The food being read}, the master 
of the house JDVltes the guests to Sit down, when the 
dmner j" brought, and laid out in meSses on plantain 
leaves for platc8, under an awning in the court yard; and 
one e8l"tben drirtking-cup serveb eight OJ" tcn persons. 
Mile they al"e fea"ting, the mai>ter got'S round, and 
make.> an apology to the guests for not being able to treat 
th$m better. Aftel dinner, they are presented. with 
~; < • .,.d are sometime", dIsmissed with presents, either 
~~y, cbanges of raiment, or hra!>!! utensils. If the 
~ of the .noose should arise, and go aside, before 
mJtorre ltas finished eating, it is considered as an af
frOq't; and aU iqlmediately rise and go away. 



In 1be -month Kartikti, Minoon sister'J imitate the 
exampl,. of the sister ofY umu, the king of' death, who in 
this month gave a feast to her brother, nnd marking hill 
forehead with sandal-powder, made hlnl immortal: m the 
morning of the feast, the sisters POIU' milk into the hand 
of eaeh brother, and repeat nn incantation, while the 
brother drinks it. Each sister also puts on the head 
of rach brother a grain of rIce, and rubs on the forphead 
of each some powder of sandal-wood.d As soon as this i!5 
performed, the brother bows to an elder sister, but iftbe' 
brother i:i elder, the sIster bows to him, and tak{'~ up, 
stroking them with her open IlHlld, the dust of his feet.
If a fbend unmvltc(l 'Hilt another, and E>hould not be 
entertained, it is com,iderec.l as a great scandal. A per
son inhospitable towards those of his own cast, fdHs into 
disgrace; whIle unkindness towards a JIlan of anotll~r 
cast, though he perish, meet!> with no censure. 

The domestic conversatIOn of the Hindoos turns chiefly 
upon the bu<;iness of the family; the news of the village; 
cil'cumstances connected with religious shews, ceremonies, 
festIvals, &c. ; Journies to holy places; marriages; 5!tories 
about tht:> gods, the heroell and heroines of their mytbo
logy, &c. Domestic quarrel<; are very common: a mil!, 
and his wife often quarrel, and sometimes fight. There 
are instances of H IOdoo women beating their hU<lband/!"." 

The Hindoos sit on the ground, or on a mat, or on 

d From thiS last act, the feast receives Its comlDo~ name. t~e 5istc;r ~I\¥. 
to h~r brothel, while ruarhiughls forehead,' I mar" thy fOl'chNd with sanc1lAl

wood; and plallt a thorn (to prel'ent egress] In the door of death (YtirJb)~' 
• When tbe Hililloo women art: shocked, 01' ash$ued. at any tlllngl'-thIly 

put.,out ,their tongues, as a mode oC expl'cSlllOg theil feel.JlIgs. A ve'y oId 

WOIIla.U, who is at the same time a great scold, IS callell by the HlI)doQlS the 

mother of YlUDQ. 
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a Jow woeden Btool, in the house; they can sit on their 
\ 

Mm. for hours togeU1er without fatigue. They never 
walk lIor ride out for exercise; and very few keep horses. 

The Bengalee towns are formed into t.he eastern, 
wettern, northern, southern, aDd central divisions. In 
9l1e part, the Hmdoos reside, in another, the Mi1stll. 
maDlOJ, in another, native Portuguese. The Hindoo -part 
is subdivided, and the different parts contain bramhuns, 
kayUst'hi1s, weaverl1, oil.rnal(ers, w3'3hermen, barbers, 
hUlObandmen, potters, &c.· these divisions nre not very 
exactly observE-d, though in large towns the names, and 
something of this cust6m, may Le perceived. 

All the Hindoo large towns contain at least one 
market place; in them are found many shops called 
Moodee-dokantlo;, at which various things are sold, as 
Tiee, split pease, saIt, oil, clarified butter, flour, wood, 
eal'tbenware, lamps, fruits, mats, sugar, sweetmeat", 
treacle, betel, &c. There are also separate shops for 
W'ood, salt, cloth, earthenware, brass utensils, rice, pease, 
oil, ornament&, tobacco, sweetmeats, shoes, spices, &c. 
The ban~ers sell kourees, weigh and change money, buy 
and sell old ornaments, &c. The moodee and confec. 
tioner's shops are most numerous. Shops are generally 
built with clay, bot in very largo towns many are of 
brick. 

,The Hindo08 have also market days (hatite), when tbe 
HiIert,and buyers assemble, sometimeS', in an open plain, 
Wt in .general in market plates. The noise in a market 
place in Englalld i's comparatively small; but the Mise 
of Bengalee hetas )Day be heard at the distance of half a 



mile, as though ten thousand voices were goundiog at 
once,c 

:rhere are no llindoos in Bengal who make paper., 
though there are in other puts of H indoost'han; no 
booksf'lll'rs, nor bookbjnders; the MURulmaml make poper 
and bind b(}ok~. Among"t ,,11 the RlIllions of HlOdoos, 
there i'l not to \)(> found perhapb ... single bookseller's 

shop. Tilt> Hinooos make ink ""llh common f,pat, aDd 

also With the watt'\' in willch hurnt rice bas been soaked, 
but the8C kind" of ink are very IIlfel'lor. A llllrd sort is 

made With alllulu~cc" aud hiiree·I"kcc," wlll('h is st{'ep~ 
cd in waleI' placed III UII IrOIl pan. Alter the·e llIgre .. 
dients ha~e h{'('n fioa),cd for "Ollie tlme~ the ,"'ater is 

u rained off, a II d }lou red upo11 SOIDP catcdlU, and then 

placed in thp .,UII, whl're it IS /lOW and then sti'rred wr 
tl\O or three ddY": the rnak~'J /le"t puts some pounded 
ilohaga l mto It; and tlwn It i., really t(lf u~e. \Vhen tbe 
Hindoo'l \Hltl' upon the leave" of the talti. tfC'e, they use 

j nl. prepared like the "econu sort, mixlI1g Jac with it. 
They generally wnte With a reed, lIever WIth the Europe 

Pf'D. 

A number of persons procul'e their subsistence as 
hawkers or criers = tllese consIst of 1hh.women, eonfec .. 
tioners, ear-cleaners, IDen who reco,-er things from \liells, 
cow-docton" q lIJck", basket- makers, sellers of fruit, 
whey, matches, oil, tooth-polVder, wood, pounded cbar-
80al to lIght pipes, the betel-nut, the juice of tbe date 
tree, and women's ornaments. Others exhibit letll"Ded 

~ The Hindoot connect reitglOus eel emonies wnh sOllle of their, ~\1.blic 

fai.", aDd, 111 consequellce, va$' crowd, IISsemble, aJld wor<hip the SQd and 
buy lometblng for their famitles, 011 the same time. 

I Emlllic myrobalao, " Y(f1row m,robalall. I Eorlll:". 

Q 4 
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9O'fh, I, be~rs, mo,~kieR, large, goats, godti, Illlq other 
i~l!ges, little men, &c.-A cabt, called vajecs, perfocDl 
dilferent feats of blight of halld, tUlllblmg, &c. They 
t;avel in horde", like the gypsies, sta)U1g a lew 'days or 
~eek!. only in one place, where t.bey form d 1,lUd °of 
~~~rpl?ment; lheir huts a.'e m~de ",ith reed .. 01' lcav('s 
r~Jenedto balUb()os~ and brought upon the ground liJ..e the 
st4'?ping blde!. of a 100f.-The doivugnu bralOhUlls go from 
bout;e to houbc, proposing to ca~t natlvJbes' ~omctlmes 
t~e) stop i1 persall iR the street, and tell hUll !toUle me
lancholy new!t, aEo, tbat he wIll not bve long, and tbe ,. -
poor superstitioub Hindoo, firmly behevmg that these 
people can read his fate jn the palm of Ill'. hand, 01' in the 
~pti~ns of the stal''', and that th('y Cdll avrJ't disa~ters by 
cedaiIJ .c,frcllIonicb, g"'\""ps them hi" lUoney. B) such 
means as thcoe the dOlvugni1 hramhi1ns obtulll a scanty 
maintenance. The Mi1&i1lmanR alone make ami sell fire
work.,. 

\ 

In those parts of Bengal where articles of consumption 
bell the cheapest, thei.· prices are llC'arly u!> follow: Rice, 

• the mi1n,"- 12 ana'>; wIleat, 1 1'00pee; barley, 8 an as ; 
peasl', 6 alias; salt, three roopees; mustard oil, 4, roo
pees; clarIfied butter, 10 or 12 roop('('R; sugar, 4, roo

pees; treacle, 1 roopeI', 8 alia!>; pepper, .J unas the ser ; 
nJltmeg~, 16 ~oope()s the ser; milk, 1 mun, 10 ser", till' 

1",~ ~' 

r(,»opee; curds, dltt(.; hutler, 8 ana" the ser; bread 20 
loaves (10 sers) thp roopCt'. (.lWC stock: a milch cow, 5 

r~pe~s, a calf, olle ) car old, S anas \ a pair of good bul
lockS, 8 roopee~; a bull, 4 roopecb; a milch buffalo, 20 
i~'f>t~, ... ~ , 

roopees; a ram 12 anas; a common siH'ep, S an as ; a he 

" A lIl;i1u Is lIhout i1tl ~ 40 loCI'S make Olle WUII; a roopec, i~ 2 slllllillgs 

lIod 6 pell~" j liD ~a, two pence. 
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goat, Sllnas; a m~lch goat" 2 roopee!!; a )oung e,ont ot' 
lamb, 4 anal:;; a tllrt]e, I) ana., ,I eggs, ] 50 tIle J'oopce; 
pigs, IllldJllOg" f;ize, S ann"! ('aell; a goood llengal Ilorse 

(tatoo) 10 roope(,:s; a wild, deer, 1 roopee; a tllrkc),m 

from 4 to G l'QOpees; n pf'acock,n 2 allaR; rabbits,8 ana& 

a pail'; porcupme~,o a anaR a piece; a UO), :} roopees; 
and D girl, 2 roopees.l'-It ollght to he obsen-ed, ho~
ever, respecting the above praceR, that in the neighbour" 
hood ofCalclltta articles nrc onf'-iourth dearer; in other 
plac('i>, clH'uper or dearer, acconhng to ,'ariolls circum
stances: in the cll'ih ;ct of DlIlagepore, many articlcf: of 
prime necessity arC' very cheap. 

It j" ;;urprizmg llow the country clay-labourers are able 
to support life With their ~cant} earnings. In sorBe places, 
their wages do not exceed a penn) a day; III otbers three 
half1Jence, and III ot1)(,1 fI t\\-o pence.'] To enable us. to 
form SOlUP iupa how thes(' people al'p ahle to maintain 
their fdmilies 011 bO small a ~lIln, It 1<; necessary to comli~r~ 
that theIr fire-woou, herl)~, 1"1 Ult, &c. COl>t them nothing; 

I The cOUlmou IIvel tllltle l~ flCqllClltly c~llIght by the Iinc, SOIll~ 

bram!Jllll" {.It It, 

m 'flllklC; me 110 wherc met With f,lI flOm Calclltt~, ullless carned by 

Europeans 

n Wild peacocks !\'Ie \cry IIUII1('IOII<; III ~ornc parts of B~al. 

o The flt'~h of tillS alllmalis 0!f~lcd up III Lhe shl'ac\£lllll, and eaten both by 
braml111us and shui'itlnh 

P Boys ancl gill" fo' domestic ~el\Jtlldr, al(' hought and solrl at f41r5 in 

some parts of Bellgal, pAllIC'ularly dt HUll'c-hulu-chiHru, a place on t111~ 

banks of the Gtu!(lukl.l.. They ,l\ c ,llwayq the clJlldl'rn of parents who know 

1I0t how to mamtmn them; .1Il<! mr tlc~tcd, 111 gcneral, I hehc\c, by those 
wIIO havt' bOllght thcm, WIth humamtl'. Wilt II they grow up, they ire
qucDtly run away, and al(, ~eluom ROull;ht after • 

• In the neighbourhood of Calcutta, dli\ -Iaboul CI s recch e a' much as three-

pence a day; masons, five-pence, ,tntl rOl1l1:l1on carpcntcls fOUI-peD! e and 

!ill-llence; good carpenters, .. bollt ,) ~llIlIJIIg a O'IY. 
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tM)' Wbat no Illioefl nor bats; they lie 011 a tUat laid on 

tb.& ground; the wIfe spins thread for her own and her 
hO&band'.; <-lot he!;, and tbe children go naked. A man 

_ho. prectlre'4 a r,oopee monthly, eats, with his wife and 
tWlO children, two nliins of rice in the month, the price of 
whic:b is ont' I'Gopee. From hence it appears, that such a 
Clay-Iabou rpr mll"t lin va some other resource, otherwise be 
eould IIpt II \I (>: if he IS a lVIilsu)man, he rears a few fowls; 

or, if a Hllldoo, he has a lew fruit trees near his house, 

and he s{'lIs the fruit If by these, or any other means, 

the lab~)lJrf'r CUll raise half" roopec or a roopee monthly, 
this p·rocures tum salt, a little 011, and ont' or two other 
prim" neo' tl',.lrle~; thol!&;'h \'a'>t multitude!. of the poor 
ctbtain onlv, {i'om day to day, boiled rice, gret'n pepper 
puds, and boded h('rb .. : the ~tef' ahove thl .. , J!' u little oil 
with the nCl', Th(' !{armento; 01 a iarrnel lor a ) ('ar (two 

suits) co .. t about two rl'()p('(,~ U)~.); whd ... t tho-I" ofa ser

toant l'lJlplo~ed by a EUl'OpPdn, cObl about "'11i.tef'n, (40s). 
A few rich men l'xcept{'d, the Hindoo::. burn ill their houbPs 
flftly oil; they w,1I not touch a candle. Some of the rich 

place a couple- of wax calltiles in the room which contains 
tile Idol. 

In country placps, houses are nevpr rented. tIle poor 
man gives about t\\o-pence annually for the rf'ut ora few 
Jarda of land, and Of) this, at hi .. OWII eJl. pf'n'ip, he rears 
hisltut. A rich l.lnd*owner frequently gives to bramhtlns, 
a"BeI men of good ca<;t, land on whIch to build thplr houses 

reh"t·free. Poverty, IlllStt"ad of exciting pity in thlt; country, 
only gives rise to the reflection, ' He belongs to a degraded 
dasa: he is suffering for the sins of a former birth, and i. 
auursed of the gods.' 

The coin!! which circulate in Bengal are, gold·moblrll, 



value )(j roopces; half-mohU"" quarte-r-mohl1rs, h'G 

roopees, and O11e roopee (gold pieces}; roo pees, half 
rOQpees, quarter rooPe$, buli-quarteT rooppf'~, ond on. 
ana pieces (silver); eopper poise, four of which make lIB 

ana, balf poise, quarter pOIse, and shells call" kOllrees; 
from the Maldiye islands; 5760 of tbe latter sell for a 
roopee. Labourers among the native masters, are paid 
daily in kourees; the daily market expen~es are paid with 
these shells, and tbey are given in alms to beggars, as well 
as used on otber occasions. A shopkcl"pe.r as stoutly 
refuAes to ~€ceive a kouree "'itb a hole in it, as another 
man does a cOllnterfeit roopee. Thegold and silver coin 
is ver y frequently cOllnterfeited; but the comer is not 
pllnished with death. The weights and IDl'USUres u!;ed by 
the Hindoos are various, from eIghty pouncl~ to \ barley. 
corn. In casting up number!'!, many count their fingers 
and finger joints. 

The Hindoos are enveloped in the greatest superstition, 
not only as idolaters, but ill theIr dread oia great variety 
of supernatural beings, and in att<\ching unfortunate oon· 
sequences to the mor:.t innocent actlOlIS,r They uc,-er go 

r The Hllldoos CODoutt a~trolo!)els on m~n} occablons the qllestions \-hcy 

a~k refer to alm,,-t all the alf,lII. of bfe ao," hethel all artIcle bought for 

safe will produce profit or 1I0t. whelher a dliid 10 tht. womb will be a ba,. or 

a gilt. whether a wife WII! be,lr childrt'lI m 1I0t; ,,111m celtaill fllmit, 

tlOubles wIll hI' over; whether a callt'e pendIng III a court (}f justice win be 

ll!~elded In ,\ pel!OIl'~ fA\OUr or not; wllether a pel SOil will e"joy prosptu'lt1 

In a nel\! hou.e which he IS bUllulDg or not, wltether a person will acqum.! 

r,,;.hes or not. II<hctbcl a person's de,llh \\llJ happen at an holy place or not; 

LOw many wil"e! a persO!I will malTY, ",hich wlie will be n,ost beautiful; 

Jl'hich wife a peIlIOJl will lore m8l1; how many c1l1ldren by each wire I blJw 
long Ii person wllIli\e, at the time of death, will a person retalB hie &euMII 

'lI' not; at tbat time, whIch son will ~e pr~~ent ; a youth asks, wkicb god he! 

IibKlI choo~e a~ IllS gURldlau deity; shall he {hoo~e Ius fathel'. !PU Itll~l 

fDldl", or a Rew one, ac . .te. 



[PAltT If. 

"'tt' t&pe'.hleb ties an animal, nor across' tbe shadow 
otW!braWthiln or mrimage; this is a 'filii! laid down in one 
dt"tIle ehastrus, far which no reason is Il!ilsigned. We may 
BtI\lPose, itol\'~\'e'I', with TM>pect to the sharlow of n bram
.... <lr an image, that tho rule i~ meant to preserve a 
~r reverence in tbe minds of the people. 

Many persons in Bengal are called daina~, 'or witches, 
wbose power is exceedingly dreadpd: they are mOl\tly old 
women ~ a Dian of this description is called. Khokusii. 
-.Aaongst other things, it i~ said, they are able, while sitting 
near another, imperceptibly to draw the blood out of his 
body, nnJ Ly a look, to make a person mad. If a damil 
shakes her hair in a field at mght, It IS said, that a num
-her of uainl:i'i immedIately assemble, and dance and play 
gambols together as long all th('y choose, and that if any 
one comes within the magic eirel£>, he is surf" to full a 
"ictim to their power. When a person falls suddenly 
sick, or is seized with some nf'W disorder, or behaves in 
aD unaccountable manner, they imnwdliltely declare that 
he,ili possessed by a dainu. Sometimes tht' uninu IS a!.-k
ed, why she has enterecl tllis per~on; ~he rcplicf';, that 
when she came to Dsl, alms, he j'eproaehed hpl". A~king 

her who she is, she lle<;itates, and \wgs to he ('~cu<;cd, as 

her family will be disgraced; but the) ngulII ti.reaten 
her, when she gives a wrong nUln€'; but \winA' again or 
more sev-creJy threatened, at In"t she replieR, " I am rmeh 
a person, of stlch a vIllage;" or," I am Imelt a person''i 
motlber." The people tHen perernptoril) order her to 
come out: she promises: and 1 I:! then asked on what 5ide 
5Jhe will fuJI, and what she '\" ill take, in going out; whe
ther abe will take a &hoe in her mouth or not. This Rhe 
refuses, declaring tbat she belongs to a good filmliy; but 
at last she c:on~t8 to take a pan of water; and after two 



OJ' ,·three attempts, she actoaUy carries the, pan of n_, 
betwixt her teeth, to the porch, where, Bft,,"·-mttillg.dowll 
with caution, slle falls down on the right side in a state 
of insensibihty. The attendants then sprinkle some "a~, 
ter in the perRon'" face, ft'peating incantatiollfl, and iu a
few mlOute'l the possessed come", to himself, arises, and, 
goes into the house. This is the common method with. 
dainus. The persons who have been thus bewitched,at'e 
said to be numerous' my Informants declared, that they 
had seen perbons III these cU"cmllstallces, who had beert. 
thus delivered from tIus pos!.cbsion. In former times, t1le 
I-hndoo rajas used to destroy the CI1!lt of a dainu. 

The Hmdoos have the strongest faith in the power of 
incantatIOns to remove aU maIlner of evJls. The vnnt1 
incantatIOn IS BaHl to empower an arrow flllOt into a tree 
to make it witllCr immediately. Many Hindoo married 
women, who nre not blessed with children, wear incanta
tions wntten with lac on the bark of the bhoo,:i.lu, in or .. 
der to Obtdlll this blessing. They we<lr these charms on 
the ann, or round the neck, or In the hair, JIlcIosed in 
small gold or bra!''' boxes. The Ihndoos repE'at mcanta
tions, when they retire to rCbt, when they rl;,E', when they 
first set their foot on the groulld, w hen they clean t}leir 
teetb, when the) eat, when the) have done eating, wheo 
it thunders, when they enter on a jOllrne), when their 
hea~ 01" bellyachE's, when they see an idol, wh£'n they put 
on new clothes, wilen tlleY want to kill or mjure a sup
posed enemy, wheu they wi.,h to cure the scab in sheep, 
&c. If diseases are not cured by an incantation, and the 
person dies, they say, the words of the incantation wet'e 
not pronounced rightly, or n woru was left out, or, they 
impute it to some other accident ;' tbe power of the incan-

, "en who keep sua],es and exhibit them to the public, assemble aome-
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~ the, De!ft!r question. If. persnn recovers, 'on 
~ account an incantation was uttered, they 'say, the 
iDl:antation was weU repeated. Some men kave a great 
name for their supposed knowledge of incantations, and 
f. their dexterity in using them f01' the destruction of 
eoemieB; some incantations are efficacious in proportiOll 

to tbe number of hOles tbey are repeated. When I asked 
R. learned pundit, why the Hindoos had been so often sub-
dued by other nali(ln~, seeing; they were in possession of 

jncantatlons so potent, he said, tbat those tQr destroying 

enemies Wet"8 ddficult to be procured. 

""marles QUCOUlItl.1J Scenery, made during ajourney.
As the boat glides along, drawn hy our boat·men, we 
pen;eh'c the corn HI full growth on both sides of the rivel' 
-pt"oofs ~f thE' care of HIm on w hom all the creatures 
lVait; and, ifimngmation could supply a plensing vari.ety of 
lull and dale, and !o.ome gn>en hawthorn hedges, we mlght 
fancy QUTsehes pas"mg through the open 6eIds in our 
own country; and the ascenuwg larks, the J'€11pers cut~ 

timaip great lJUmbel~, aIHI prct~l1d, l)y Illc3ntdtiollS, to ~u,bdLle the power 

of IIOISn11 after pel mlttlllg SUo.ll.."., let.lluil.lg tlleir \ell"mollS {.mg., to bitt. 

them. On th{'~el'cca'lotl~, '''0 smgl'S arc ere!'tr" nC<lr fo each othcr,wlllch 
are occupied by two snake oombdt,I"t~, who alternately ch'll1enge eacllotllel, 

..,., the mo.t proroklJlg language, ltke men abQut to t'ngage In some despe

p ent~rbe. When Lhe challeuge 18 accepted, the pel~oll t.Lke~ tl~ ~h.ll. 

}ellSer's &.at.c, and suffers It to bite lum JD the arms, anrlill any otbel parU 
'or tbc body, whIle hu fllend~ at the bottom of the Btage JOlll 111m 11.1 repeat
l~ Incaniations, and encourage hUll, by their atldlcsseb, to peJse\'ere in this 
desperate folly. In ~ome JUstance8. the man falls fl'onl the stage, and the 

puiaoD. ~l'readlllS tilrougb 1118 I'elus, and rl,'81stlUg all tite power or thelT ia~ 

chantments. precIpitates the Wlek-h, wrtthlDg WII!. agony, IIlto eLelDlty. 

rnll~ Hindoos believe, that th~rl al Cl JIlcnlltations able to deptive SCI pents of 
all poller of tnotioll, and ethers to IIlvigorate them IIgain. At the above limes, 
llw Pl'WCIJ of Incmtlltiona i. ~ald to be thus df!!phtJed, as weft as in Dlakfllt 

the serpl!Zlt move wltJcheytlr wa'! the ellcbaater pleues. ' 
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ting 'be 80m, and the boy driving tbe herd to graze ... 
some coftler of the field; migbt keep up, for a moment, 
the pleasing illusion. But a herd of buffalo8 at a distaDce, 
stal'iog stupidly and wildly, and the lofty Rtage in the mid-. 
die of ;the field, ereeted for the protection ot' the keeper, 
Boon remind us of our mlStake, and warn U8 or a danger 
tnwhich the English busbam)man i8 not ex:posed.-J.mldst 
innumerable proofs of the dIvine beneficence, the' pleah~ 
iog variety of ~olours, of sound, of light and shade, er 
great and small, of high ana )01'1', of form and <:huracter, 
dit1usl'd through univel'sal natul'c, llnd contributing $~ 
hIghly to the gratificatIOn of the sense<;, I" Ilone o(the 

least. even the silent, "mooth, ami ll11varywg element on 

WhiCh we llOW mo~e, is nol destItute (Jf liS vclllety of ob

jects: here, men, womell, and chIlJren ar~ bathing toge. 
tbt'J', the men unitmg Idolatrous l'ltes with tbeir ablu~ 
tlOns, the women washmg tht'Il'lon,g- hajr witlt mud, and 

the children gamboling-ill the water, with nil the gaiety of 

the finny tllbeg wIlLch SUI round them: we Ilt'xt pass by 
fwme men &lttlIlg' all the bank, Wltl! their rodi:l and lines, 
<lnd othelb in the'l\' boat~ wIth tht"ir netR, fisbing; and we 
110 sooner PdSS th('<;(', hut we are amused hy the sight of 
an open ferry-\loat, uowded vnth ra~sengcrs till they al· 
most "it one UpOIl another; the slightest Jo1,s of the ba
Idllce would immediately compf>l them to seek the sho.re· 
as they might be "hIe; amI, glIding along the water'", 
edge, comes a man III the trunk of a tree hollowed out 

in the forlll of a canoe: he sits nt his ease, hi~ oar is at 

the sank time his rudder, and this he moveS with his leg, 
for both his hands are enb"llg'ed III holdmg the hooka to 
bis head while he smoaks. Here au Ildjntant C stalks 

• Ar4ea. Alg<lla. 'rhese bilds are ,ery IInlller"u~ III Cal('Utta; the IIrhabi-
1a'UII~~t' ~ lold, are forbladea to de-troy the.n, 00 .account of the al!e tller 

an flf, in cOlltub.lilli to r$Il\Q\'C offtlDalve ~M(IIl, bouc~. &c. 
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akmg<tIie side of the riveT', thrusts Ilis long bilt amoDJ 
tile "eeds in search of fish, while the lJaddy-bitds," in 
the shallower paTts, are silently watching them, and the 
fine-plumed king-fisher is· "darting on bis prey." At a 
smaU distance, several large alligators prefient the.:ridges 
of their backs on the surface, and ere we have proceeded 
a hundred yards, WE> he~l'i·the shrieks of a boat',,-crcw, 
and tbe cries of a man, "An alligator has seized nnd 
carried off my son!" A5 we approach another village, 
we sce a man waslllng clothef';, hy dipplllg them in the 
river, and beating thcm on a ~lantillg board; a bramhtin 
sit" • on the brink, now wu!ohing hIS pOlta, now making a 
day'imng.:: ()( lhe Ii,Jlgii for worslJJp, and now pouring out 
libations to his deceased ancestors. N ear to the spot 
,vhere thi!:! ma~ f..llb on his. ham!'> to won,hip, hes a greasy 
pillow, a water-pot, the ashes of a funeral pIle, and the 
bedstead of the man whO'se body has ju~t been burnt: 
bow smtable a place for won,hlp, With sllch monuments 
of mortality herOIC him would this be, if the hramhiin 
knew tbe iJumediatc consequences of death, and If there 
was any thing 1Il the H lIldoo fOl'ms of worship at all cal
~t.ted to prepare the mind for the dissolution of the 
body! In one place we bec dogs, crows, and ,,-ultures 

devouring a human hodJ, wInch had f10atcd to the shore, 
aDd in another, sevptul relationb are 111 the act of burning 
a corp~e, the bmell of which, entering the boat, is pecu
liarly offensive; yet tillS doeb not prevent the people of 
ourboatfrom eating a ~ery hearty me ... l Sitting on the grass, 
in the immediate vlcmity of tbe funeral pile. In another· 
plate, tbe swallows are seeking their nests in the holes of 
the banks, wbile a bird of the heron kind stands on a 
dead tree, fallen by the side of the nver, and, spreading 
hil wingli~ dries them. in the rays of the 8un. Froik"the 

." Two species of Ardca. 
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~~ Q~,1~~9g-~ce, t\le WQIlI4iUl ~f a,\"!~fgh~u,ri~ 
vj~ are"cal'fling hOUle watfi!' fOr~hei( ,.lPil~" ~he 
pa~ r.ipg QI\ their. ~de8. F.loats ofbamhQo9 are passj..ng 
by~e~rrw4 down by the eurre~ while the men in a sOla~ 
boM.. gJ1iPe, theQJ, and prevent their touching the sille, or 
the b~ats, ~I they pass. Long grass, 8wamp~, and sheets, 
of ~ati;r;' with wild ducks a!ld oUter game, remind ps of 
th~ permdical raiDS ",hich inundate the coawtry. These 

~ ,"II( .. 

c:lUSU,N of trees indicate that we ,ctpproach a rillagef the 
'" "l , 

tall and naked palms rear their heads above the branch~ 
of the wide-spreading ficus Indica, under which bun .. 
drElda of people find a shelter, an~ in the branches of 
which are seen the monkey>;, some carr.)'ing the young 
under their bellies, and others grinning at us, while they 
Jeap from branch to branch; and, while nature is draw
ing the curtains of the evening, in a neighbouring clump 
of bamboos, the mioasX make a ~in like the voices of a 
group or' women cngaged in a fierce quarrel; and tbe 
bats, 8S large as crows, are flying to another clump of 
bamboos. Entering the village the uext morning, we 
overtake a female, who avoids our gaze by drawing ber 
ga.rment ovel' her facc: on one hip sits her child, and on 
another she carries a large pan of water; the dogs, half~ 
wild, put on tlte" most threatening aspect, and bark most 
sav~ely; th~ lDen come to the doors, and the wornep 
p~p at the strangers through the crevices of the mat 
w~ls, manifesting a degree of fear and eager curiosity; 
the naked children, almost covered with dust, leave their 
play, and flee at the approach of Gouri1 (a white man~. 
Before a door, near the ficus Indica, where the village 
go~sips assemble, and under which is placed the village 
goo~:or, in other words, a ro~d Wack stone, as lar~ 

• .~~an: thr~ or fOllr 'peen:a of these bird_, wbich .... e iIIIproperly 
thougb .only called winal. 

TOL. 111. B 
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as,. .80'8 bead, smeCH'ed with oil and red lead, sits a,m~n 
cleaning his teeth with the bruised end of a htick;1 and we 
,~eet another, returning from a neighbouring ~eld, with 
a bras..'1 water-pot ill Ius h.md; while the third person that 
meets our eye, ill the village barber, sitting on his barns in 
tbe street, and shaving one of his neighbours. O .. e 
or two women are sticking cakes or cow- dung on"the wall, 
to dry for fuel;' another is wa!lhing the door-place with 
water, mud and cow-dung, and two others are cleaning 
tlle rice from the hus'" by pounding it, wet, wIth a pedal. 
Not fdl' frOID the ficns IndIca, we see a temple of the lingo, 
and the people, a!> they pass, raise their bands to their 
beads III honour of this abominable i.mage; from thence 
we go to a mo<;que, Olouldenng to ruins, and see near it a 
mound of edrth, under a tree, raised lIke d. grave, and 
dedlcdtE"d to bome Milsillman ~ajJ1t; close to which is 

sitting a MUbillman pllukcer, recelvi.ng kourees from the 
pas"ellgers, some of whom he hab supplied with fire 
for th£'Jr hookas: thib appears to be a common resting
place for travellerb, and "cveral are now aSbembled, con
verblDg like passengers at an inn. Before proceeding 
much f,H'ther, our ears are offended WIth a ballad sung hy 
two Hllldoo mendIcants, who are exalting their god 
Krisbnii, hdvlllg a smaH earthen pot with them, in which 
they pla('e the nee and kourees they collect. Another 
beggar he" at some dlHtance ; hislegb are swelled, and his 
fingers and toes, in a btate of putrefaction, bave fallen off, 

Y The HllIdoo YOUDff Ulen profe<s to admhc the teeth wilen daubed With 

the black POWdl r with willch tlley cie.!u theD!. 

S ThIS arllcil I' u'er! fOI fuel In Iudla to a gleat extent ill deed : ,t i8 
gatl)tre.\ In tlil' fi\'ld~ by a p,ullcular cast of tcmales, and cal ned 8bGut for 

Bale: 12!lO r,t1[~ ,Ire bold for a roopee; the smell III blll'nlug la t10t oh8lve 

tl.l thll bllfivCli, but II; f.lr from be.1ug pleasl\Ilt ttl Europe;IIl$. WbCh well JIl"e

pared r.ud dried, these cakt'l! blaze lIke wood. 
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the direful e&ets of the leprosy. We are higbly deligHled 
with the viUage "choo]~ the hoy~ are writing tho alpha
bet, with a stick, or t1leir fingerH, in the dust, or chatJtiog 
the sounds In llIlserable COIlCl'rt. I forgot to notice the 
bmmhlln sitting on the porch ofth", tempi"" !'(loding aloud 
with a hO(lk on hi" knel's, and bendUlg his hody back~ 
ward" and t;.rwflrds all be read~. The amll"ements of 
the vlllagc are variOus: "ome boys are flying tht'lr kites, 
a few othf'r Idle fellows are playing at small gamc'with 
kOUff'f-"; oth{,l'/l are at hIgh play, running after, and 
catchl1\g' P(IC" other; and in anotht'r quarter, ~om(' loose 
fellow~ are Pl\couragmg two rams to ligbt by dashing their 
heads at each other; dud, to complete thE' Village diver
sions, here comeil a man with a learned cow, and anothpr 
with a heal' HI a strJn~, and two or three monk!c'l riding 
on its back. The !oNIOU'l bu!>inf''lR oftl1e Village appears 
to be trammeted by til£' 011- mall, drlvmg- tlle:: bullock round 

to cru~JI the t';eed, hy the _ di"tillf'r; h) the "hop-keeper, 
who expu<,et. to "ale "wectml'ats, oil, spice.::, wood, betel, 
tobacco, &c. and h) two bcolds, procluuuing ull the secrehl 

of their faullhes; but, though spent With fury, they never 
come to blo\\'s. 

The insect called the fire-fly exhibits a beautiful ap
pearance in thIS country, in a £lark cvcnmg. 'Vhen 
a vast number of theRe Ihctl settle on the hl'anches of 
a tree, they llluJlllnate the whole tree, and produce one of 
the most plpasing appearanceb that eXI~(s jn nature.-l'he 
birds-nests hanging on trees are among the most curious 
productions ofmbtinct I have ever Sf-en' one kind, which 
is mostly suspended on the branches of the taln trpc, con· 
tains a long found entrance from the bottom to the middle 
rMm, and at the top of that is the nest, inclosed and sup
ported by a belt. Another kind bas actuaJIy a trap-door 

II 2 
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to ~':wliehIUae bird Jile UPlWi* its lteIk,a ,it ,den, .. 
...... falls: ~ of its Oif\II'aeeorci e.tler ., binl_ ...... 
~ or iUJwa' DUt., A_Iter of tlaese ha0giu8 ....., 
equally eurious if not more ''0, ia made "itb fiD& moe; and 
hair, aad inclosed ill large leaves, actually sewed together 
wftb6bres by tbe bird, certainly with .the greateltt pro. 
priety, ,called tbe taylor bird.-The hornet, bee, and 
wup. in tuis ()Qcuutry, often make their Dells in treee, 
*hough they are to be {bund abo in other situations, 
Oae species ·of ants al80 makes very large ne&ts in trees. 
-The great bats, called by the Hindoos vadooril,a are 
.., OWIIerOU8 in some parts of Bengal; and devour 
..,.lIiadt oUruit 80 eagerly, as to leave scarcely any for 
... owner. Some pools ore 80 full of leeches, that it ill 
dangerous to bathe in them, and I have heard ofthe Blost 

painful aDd ludicrollll effects taking place on the bodies of 
peftlODS who have descended into them • 

• 
SECT. IV.-Pf'O'Derbio.l Sayings, Descriptions, lye. 

A beautiful female described. 

'WHAT a beautiful form! The very image of Ltiksh
mre I-In beauty and excellent qualities she resembles 
the goddess ofprosperity.-A female richly adorned with 
or~aments, 'is compared to Sttcnee, the wife otIndrti, or 
\0 lile Ij~lJtning. ' 

Drel$, Features, Ire. 

wt.t beautitW .ir I Itbanga down like the tail of the 

• MIIIt.t tile Io'fn!l' aeta eat t.he 'eah o.f tilde -. .ad o~ tie the 
lima tntI """'\8'",*' 1JOdJei. to driYe lIWaf 4i1eue •• 
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.. ,efITariary,-Uka a iIceift,-Of "tk, liie the thatch m 
aBowae, Hke'tib'f imap ofKaJie: iti. bhmk as,darkneas 
i(afdi, btack as tbe ~Udl, 1!Ilrining as oil its&lr.~Tbe hair 
tied up into a bunch, is eompared to the-'figuter or-the 
water-lily made by blackBmitbs in certain kinds of WOI"k, 
or to tbe round bos in which women keep esseBces.-The 
round dot of paint which women make in the centre of the 
roreliead, is eorftpa~d to tbe mOOD, to a star, and t. the 
coloured rays of the rising sun.-The parting of tfie,1Iak 
ott tbe forehead of the female, they compare to tile dr~ 
with his mouth wide open, 'ready to Bwallow tbe moon.
The eyes, according to tbeir shape ahd colour, to those ef 
a deer, to the water·hly, to the Soondhe{ib flower, or to 
the appearance of the stone in an unripe mango;--the 
nose, to the tHo flower, the bill.hook, the beak ofa parrot, 
and to a flute ;c-the face, to the moon, and to the water
lily ;-the lips, to the fruit orthe telakoochu d fruit ;~1ae 
teeth, to the seeds of the pomegranate, to pepper-corDs~ to 
the flower of the koondu,c and to n row of pearls; and, 
when made red with panu, to a row of corals ;-the eye
braWl, to a bow ;-the ears, to tbose of the red-throated 
vulture ;-the chin, to a mango ;-the mouth, or rather, 
excellent speech, to the water of life, to sugar,' and to 
honey ;-the breaRts, to a box containing essences, to 
a pomegranate, to the vilwu f fruit, to the bud of the water
lily, to an unopened bunch of plantains, to a couple of 
c~bs i-the fingers, to tbe petals of the chumpa g flower; 
-tbe nails, to tbe half· moon ;-the loins, to tbOlle. of 
a lion, or of a wasp, to the middle of the musical illBtru-

• Nympbrea cyanea, and esculcnta. 
• 'I'he pl!arlJn the nose-riDg of females is compared tG'the OfllDiPl_. or 

to the ~bulou8 bird whIch approacbes tbe moon to drink the nectar. 

d MomorliJea monadelphll. • J~Ullllum pubeSCeD" 
I JEgle Manneloa. K Michelia Cbampaca. 
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ment dumboOlil ~-or to the width ofa spall ~-the thighs 
~~ compared to a plantain tree, or to the trunk of an ele
jlhalll ;-the fcet, to thelotus,-a fair complexion, to split 
pea~e, or ochre. 

Otller pmperlics of the seX. 

A woman walks elegaDtly when her gait is like that of 
a goose, or an elephant; another who is quick in her 
motions, is compared to a bobbm, or spool used in spin
ning, or to a lark ;-01 woman who cooks well, to Luksh
,mee~ 

R~markJ on Children. 

When a beautiful clllid is seen sitting on the knee of It" 
mother, they say-All! ~ee that water-Illy bud; or, he is 
the very picture of the infant Kartiku, or Knqlmii, or 
BulU-Ramu, or a dnncing boy! 'Vhen a beautlthl child is 
seen in the arms of a deformed and dirty woman, a spec
tator says, See! a lotu .. has ~prung up amongst cow-dung! 
See, gold III the ear of a monkey! When an ugly child i" 
seen ill the arms of a beautiful woman, an observer says, 
Behold the spots 011 the face of the moon. I f the boy is 
lusty, be is compared to Gilnebhil; If be IS a great fa
vourite, lie is lUck-named Doolali:i; if very small and 
weak, Nilroo-Gopalu; If he creeps swiftly on his hands 
"D~ kne~s, he is compared to It play-ball. An infunt 
of very dark complexion, is called a young crow or 
cgckow. 

Old women, ~c. 

A woman wi~h a large fnce and long leg', is compared 
to Tarilka, a female. tita.n ; .- she who sows dissention, 
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is caUed Pootuna, the female who wi.,hed to d('stroy 
J{rishml with lH'r pOI"oneu nipples ; ......... u female ofwicl~ed 
dISposItIOn, )<; compared to the edge of a razor; on ac

count of her joud and crackt'd VOlet', to a braying aOls. A 
widow, who walld!'r.; from hou'le to house, is compared 
to a bramhill1l-l- bu II, which has no owner, and wanders 
from str(>(>t to stl pet. An ugly and filthy woman IS called 
a will-o'th-whi~p; If ahe blinks with olle eyt', she is com
pared to an owl, or a female monl{ey; .fshe is stout, to a 
pump'(in ;-a filthy wom~n, il> called an evtl E:pirit which 
feeds on carrion. A person ~)f very dark complE'"ion, is 
compared to a leed}, or to ~()ot, or to darkll€"s it'wIt; or 
to the bottom of a keith" or is called an African. If a 
woman is very dark and thin, she is compared to a bat; 
-if her head i~ small and her body large, she is said to 
respmble a leathern bottle ;-ifher head IS large, a bunch 
of taill" fruit;; on a thin stalk, or a bunch of grain with the 
straws tied close together. The head of a woman with 
rough hair, i., compared to a craw's nf'st ;-:1 scold to the 
tempest, to a .,hower of bullets, or a shower of rain, to 
one snake-catcher furiously challenging another: I they 
say, She hall mounted the stage of the snake-catcher; 
her tongue and arms are saId to move like the arms of 
persons swimming for a prize. If her eyes are inflamed 
with anger, they are comp.ared to the frUlt kilriinjii.k A 
loquaclOu~ person is compared to the mina,1 or to the 
noise made by these birds when two of them quarrel. Of 
a fury, they say, she is an incarnation;'" or, they compare 
her to the harlequin on a stage, who is darmg enough to 
venture upon any thing; or to the old woman introduced 

b Barauua flabeltiformis 
k Canna Car8.Ddas. 

• See page 211. 
I Turdus trilfti •• 

... Some Idea may be formed frOiD thiS, "'\UCI119 a very common eompan
!OD, oftbe rc~pect which the Hiodoos bear towards tbelr inC81D8.tc deltle". 
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into fIleil" pantomilDft as tile authDr of ewJty kind· 01 ftti ... 
ekt6f. Art, old WOJl1&:n whose head shakes with age, 'is 
oarnpared to a lizud. 

Old M~n, ~c. 

A. very old 'person, is called Markilndeyii, who lived 
through seven k111pu8. A person who remembers the 
events of ancient times, is called Bhoosilndee, a famous . 
crow. The head of a man with only a few hairs on the 
top nfit, is compat'ed to a pumpkin with its slender stalk, 
or to a cocoa nut ;-the body of an old person, to the 
burnt fruit of the egg-plant, or to a cage of bones. A 
man with a withered body, is said to hang his arms in 
wal~iDg like a sarus" spreading out its wings. An inGrm 
old man, is compared to an unformed image which has 
received its first coating of clay, to an earthen "essel 
Clbrroded by salt. An old man sometimes says, I call this 
my body DO longer, but my burden; ort I am like a ripe 
Dlaogo hanging on the tree, ready to fall by the first 
,btreeze of wind; I am like a broken bank, waiting its 
fall; I am like the image, made to day, to be cast into 
the river to-morrow. 

Religious comparisons. 

T1ae depalltU1'8 of tbe soul, IS compared to the Mjght of 
young birds when they leave the nest, or to the snake 
cuting bis skin ;-the body after death, to the bed, which 
the person, awaking from sleep, bas left ;-death is called 
the great journey; the long sleep ;-the world, for its 
Yanity, is compQl"ed to a bubble; to a dream; to the 

" 

n ArGe" AatigODt. 
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trioke ofajuggler;-a penton woo neglecl8 tbe great o},... 
Ject of lUI ell.istenoe, is said to sell himllelf for tile price 
of an earthen pot; to scatter jewels in a jungle ;-he who 
settl his heart on tbe world, is said to act the part of a 
mother who throws her child into the arms of a dainQ, 
viz. a witch; or of him, who rejects the water of life, and 
swallows poison; or of im, who ties the knot in the 
comer of his garment, but leaves out tbe gold;o or "of 
him, who not only liells without profit, but JOBeS the ...... , 
erticle itself. In this world, men are like traveUets 
meeting and paasing on the road; or like those who meet 
at a market j-men bound by the cords of worldly anxiety, 
are compared to persons swinging' with hooks in their 
backs on the chiiriikii; or to straws in a whirlpool ;-tbe 
man who is absorbed in worldly cares, is compared to the 
bullock in the mill, with a cloth over its eyes; or to the 
silkworm, wrapped in its own web. Religlon is com. 
pared to a companion in a dreary journey, or to a. tbady 
rcsting place am idst the toils of a journey, or to Q friend ;-
an enemy, to a. disease ;-youtb, to the flood tide ;--eyery 
union waits a dissolution ;-every elevation is succeeded 
by depression ;-the transruigrationv of the soul are like 
human footsteps, or the motions of a leech, which always 
lays hold of another blade of grass before it quits that on 
which it rests; so, the soul does not quit one body till 
another is ready for its reception ;-a8 a person obtaining 
a new garment rejects the old, so the soul, 4iuitting an 
infirm body, enten into a new one. 

Unhan4some features, ~c. 

When an ugly man is married to a beautiful female, 

o The Hlndo88 have no pockets attached to their clothes; they therefore 

fold up their mODey in the edge of that part of the garment whicb comel 
round thellloiD8, Or tie It up In ODe COrDer of the garment. 
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they say, Ah! thf'y have ~iven the moon to be dt"VDured 
by the dragon, the ripe mango to the crow, t1l(' honey of 
the lily, to thl' worm born in ordure. TIle fa('(' of a per

son 8tr~ngly marked with the small pox. i" compared to 
a comb of wax, or to a piece of wood c1evQurt'd by worms. 
Large breasts are r.aid to resemble ptllow~ or pumplonli; 
-a broad waj,;;t, IS comparf'u to the lower pdrt of the 
trunk of the taln trC'C', or to a large drum. A pf'rson's 
hair, whf'n tied lip t.l,e a pIg-tail, 1<; compared to the tail 
ofa Ilz.ln) ;-a nose flat at the cnd, to that of a frog, or 
a bat ;-<;mall ear~, to that of a r,lt ;-large ear.." to a 
hand-fan u~ed in winnowlTlg ;-a pel"son WIth round light 
eyes, is said fo T('~l'mble a cat ;-]ar!{€ fed, 'Iff' compared 
to the thrpe C'ornered ('ntrance of a hilt ofleave!l ;-£1 very 
stout man, to:t large bammer :-£1 vPI'Y tall thin man, 
with a qhred of cloth only round hi" loins, is compared to 
a flag·staft~ with the flag flying ;-a broad chest, is com~ 
pared to a door ;-a man of terrific appearance, to the 
messengers ofdeuth, or to Yi1mil himself, when he shall 
appt'ar to destroy the UniVef&e. 

E'Lil dispositions. 

A deceitful person, is compared to tile beam en which 
a lever plays: in the house of the bridegroom, he IS the 
boy's aunt, and in the house ofthpo bride, the girl's aunt; 
-a cruel person, is compared t.o the executioner i-a 
hypocrite, to the sly paddy bird,P watching its prey;-a 
wicked person, to the bamboo of the wedding palanqyeen, 
or to a bow i-two persons constantly at variance, to a. 
snake and an ichneumon, or an owl and a crow ;-a cun-

r Thll Aldea nitea, amI one or two other SPCCI('S of llO\l( luug hCIOD8,are 

call~d by thIs name. 
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ning fellow, to the jackal, the crow, or tbo child whose 

father and lIIother died wIlen it was an infant i-a mi!'!
chievous perbon, is called N ariidil ;-i;clfish pcrson9, are 

compm'ed to the crows, who, though they eat every kind 
of flesh, Will not permit other birds with impunity to de
vour that of the crow ;-a handsome btupid fellow, to the 

flower of the cotton tree, or to a turnip ;-endeavourIl to 

cultivate the friendbhip of a deceltfiJl person, are like at
tempts to make a gap in the water ;-a person who rises 

up agalllst bis bpnpfactor, is compared to the da~ger, 
which bring 5tuck in tho belt wlllch I--urrounds the loin!;!, 
pierces It::, owner; or to a per~on cqncclVing a crah tr\ her 
womb ;-a cruel pcr'lon remainR always llip same; efforts 
to change lum, are ltke attempts to \laiill a coal white 
with nulk, or llkp planting in a soil of sligar, a llImhfi 'I. 

tree, to llI.1t .. e It" le,I\'ps sweet. A miscbicvou" person is 
compared to tbe saw with "hlcb th(' ornameut-fIldkels 
cut 01<'11' f,hell", ~md which cuts 3bcending Itnd descending. 
Hope 1Il a filitlllesR person, if, lIke a bank of I'and. 
Whf'n a p::>r.,on full of f:lUlts, exposes the flHllts of an
other, the HUH]OOS say, it I" lli,o a SICve blaming- a nf'pdle 

fGr havtng a llOjf' mit, ()r lIke a musk r<lt'" cbarging a 

common rat with glvtng an offensive smell. 

Strong COTltr asls. 

When a person wislle<; to exhibit a strong contrast 
between two individual", he saYb, the one i'5 the moon, 
arid the other the yellow llair'> on the hinder parts of a 
monkey. Thebe thing& are no more alike, than the lion 
and th£' jdckal; th.In the "un an~1 the fire-fly; than the 
vulture (G urooru) and the crow:;. than an elephant and 

~ Mlha azaulfl!.chta the lCD\cS of tlllS Iree arc ll!:ceedtngly bitter. 
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a Sy; ~ isH rellBonable to expeet that a erow 1Villtalk 
Ilk! 'a parrot, Or that tIle tail of a dog 'frin become $tra~t 
by oiling il, as that'a stupid pmou will evet" b& learned. 

Actions whick make men remtlrkahle. 

'A p61'8011 who can leap to a great distance, is compared 
~nIIDooman, or to a deer j and he who limps in walking, 
to a frog; a man swift of foot, to thought, to the wind, to 
a thlling star, to an arrow, to a deer, or to a MarhaUa 
horse. A person who is at once a great eater aud It great 
elee'per, is compared to Koombbu-kiirnnii i-he who sleeps 
so.heavily tbat he can scarcely be waked, to a stone imagE'j 
9i~teen cubits long, in a sleeping posture, seen at Araru, 
a village about 70 mile~ N. W. of Calcutta ;-a man of 
uncommon strength, to the thunder-bolt of Indril, or to 
tamarind wood. 

An excellent prrsQri. 

When a handsome, wise, and well-dressed person is 
seen sitting in company, one spectator says to another, 
lie looD like one of the gods. When anyone addresses 
• person on secular affairs, who is constantly absorhE-d in 
religious ceremonies, a friend near says, Why speak to 
him of these things? be is Silda-Shivu, (a form of Shivl1, 
aB a devout mendicant). A wise and learned man is eom
pated to V ribllspiHee, the teacher of the goda ;-a devout 
and hooourabJe person, to Bheeshmi'l-devfi. A very rich 
ud fbrtnaate person is called Intlrl1, the king of the gods, 
amd they 'add, that his fame spreads a light like that oftfte 
moOD, and that it is lUI .fragrant 8S the snetelt spice.;
Illiberal person, is compared to Kiirnni1-1l devout one 
to N111i1 or Yoodhist'hiru, or, they affirm, that he is Yllmil 
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(JQ8t~~ himself. He who proteoli!. .orphans with a .
t.barJy~care, is said to cover them with his whigs; they 
dwell as \Ulder, a rock; be ia their door [to keep out 
danger]; they dwell as plants protected from tbe storms, 
under the shade of a wide spreading tree; be sits at the 
helm, to secure their pa.s8age across the boisterous ocean 
of lik. he is U rjoonl1, or their (:harioteer, tbey have 
nothing to fear. 'A weighty man can alone bear weishty 
tbioglil.' 'He has divided the proper~y, as though it fIa.d 
*0 weighed ,in scales.' Of a man who acts up to JUS' 
word, they say, His w<lrds are like tbe tU8ks of an elephaQt, 
i. o. being once out, they can never be got into the month 
again. A holy person, is said to be the light ofbis family; 
a wise judge, is compared to a turner's lathe, wbich re
duces aU protuberances. The words of a wise and aged 
man, are caBed the v~dtl of Brilmha. 

~n army. 

When a large army is passing, the people say, for mul
titude, it is as the march of an army of ants, or like a cloud 
of locusts ;-the noise of such an army tbey compare to 
the roaring of tbe sea ;-the dazzling of their arms to the 
lightning ;-tbe fight itself they call Kooroo-ksbeil'l1, from 
the name of the field where the great battle between the 
fiunilies of Kooroo and Panduvil was fought, or the battle 
betwixt Ramn and Ravi\nil j or to the dissolution of tbe 
world j-the heads are said to fall as the fruits of the taJ:fi 
tree, in the month BJwlri1 j-the field CO,.ered witb slaw., 
they compare to a cemetry, or to a garden of p~ 
keel after a storm j-ll coward, tile} eaU a jackal, ,~. 
n¥1'''II, nleoeup j or a plllJltai~ leaf sbaken .. ith>th& 
w,iad. 
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r ariuus comparisuns. 

A. person who has beaten another very heavily, is said 

to have beaten bim as cotton is beaten; to have crushed 

hie very bones to powder; or healen him as rice by the 
pedal. Another form of expression, when a person has 

wounded another J", he has cut hlDI into slices, as a turnip 

is cut. A per;,on in haste, is compared to a bramhUn in
vited to all entertainment of sweetmeats, or to a weaver 

running to buy thread, When two 01' three perwns sitting 

together make a great noise, a bye-stander BlIy5, 'What, 
the market is begun! Of a person who m.inuates hlm~elf 

into the favour of another, and then injures him, it IS said, 

He entered lI!w a needle, but came out like a plough
share. A person who vexes another by incpssant applica

tions, is compared to a barklllg Jackal following a tiger, 
or to a tick' that lays buld of the flesh and canHot be torn 
away; or to bird-lime. A greedy person i~ compared to 

a leech. A young mall' crazed With care; Of worn away 
with disease, IS compared to a great bamboo devoured by 

tile worm A man who can neilher retam lIor let go an 

object, or person, is compared to the 5uAe who ha" seized 
a musk rat. A pel'son eng.lged ill a perplexlIIg concern 

says, I find no eud 10 this unJ"dvelled thread. A per"on 
of confined iuformatioll IS compared to a frog in a well, or 
to a nE'W marfled Wile, wbo iil alwa)s confined to tbe 

house ;-an asthmatic pel bOll to ~ pair of bellows. To a 
ma.n surrounded With a large f:undy, it is ~omelimeA said, 

You live in the mal"ket. All ugly wise man IS compared 

f.(t rice in a dirty bag. The friendbhlp of a good mall, 

~ecnbles an impreSSIOn on a ~tone, or excellent masonry. 

A. weak person, is compared to grass; a mall of great 

r AClIrus. 
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powers to one ball among a thousand crows. When a 

number of experiments are tried without accomplishing 

the purpose in view, they say, the person involved in such 

a perplexity j" ih the heaven of Trishi1nkoo.' Falsehood 
is like water rdi,ed by a machine, which soon evaporates. 
If your frlelld becomes wicked, YOll must renounce him, as 

a boil 011 the body must Le reduced. A person of mild 

dispositIOn, is compared to milk or curds A strong man 
says to a weak one who bUb olfenued him, I will Dot hurt 
you-what advantage should I obtam by killing a l1I\isk 

rat? 'Why ask 111m for informatlon-hc IS but the image 
of a man}' Whell a fnend has been long absent, he is 
tbus addl e~.,ed, Y IIU are like tbe flow ere of the fig- tree, 
invibible. A friend sometimes says to one who has been 

separated to a great distancE', Our hearts are never 
separate, Lilt remain united as the ~un and the walcr-Iily, 

as thE' thunder and the peacock The person who is under 
the influe[)ce 01 another, IS said to be led like the bullock 

with a bttlng through Its 110<;1'. A person who secretly 

seeks to mjure another, is satd to \lct like the snake who 

enters the hole of a rat. A belovf;'d o~ject, is compared 
to medicine for the eyes, or to the stafr of a blind man. 
When a number of e\'il-disposeu persons are Mtting to
gether, it is called tlle council of Ramu, composed of 

monkeys. 

, A k8hU~l'iyii kIDS, whom the "age Vlshwamllru attemJlted to send '10 

heaven by tbe power of his (the sago',) werlts, but who belUg reJ~cted.by the 
gods, remaiDs suspended 10 the air wllb lila lL~ad dowlII'<ards, neltber lIb!e 
to ascend nOI desceod. 



As tlIe eonvef'8ati(jll of the HindoOil aften eshibit ... 
iater:..-'Sting view r1f puhlie JllaIWlfa, I; harEl' lI<UelDpted a 
sptftlimen or two~ which IlT6 U literpl ";,,1 eolJ1d 91aP 

them. 

BetuiuJI a rnltn aNd Itb Wife. 

SMtmundu, addressing his bramMntii. Ohl Rira
Ramll's mother, the day is fill' advanced; tbe ~iug W 
not yet begun; the day is going away in doing~i~. ' 

. ' 
'TIle rrife. Whllt unnecessary business have I bfen d0-

ing? I had first to put the h<luse straight; then to give 
the children some cold rice; IUJd then w ,prepare the 
t.welve o'clock luncheon for your servants and visitors. 
What aD J do alone.' I have buttwo,bands; I have not 
fouMIalitis. 

Sii.llautltlu. You are unable to decide betwixt right 
aDd wtQJtg; tltat is, which thing should be done first, and 
.. Jut. My business depends on othera; I mU$t be 
ftiid.a ~r leisure. If I delay, of course I sballllQt 
.btaia my money; but that is not all, I shall be reproach. 
ed.;; But you ue. woman; you know nothing of t.hese 
tbinp: lOu remlUfl in tile house, eat, and sit at fQur 
fIIIM~'the ~ stands to DO losSBli, they fall 08 the 
~; IIIe whl).~ aloDe UDderstanda tbe loss
~ what ilo they _w 1 When ~Dey ill waptN~ J 
~~it, "He who baa ,thM ~J!8, ~,.dtil'· 
..... weig"; Out. _ is of DQ \188 reve!U.i.tg &hetn 1.0 

yDU ..... ~theioGd~ 
11 J, f 



Mi.,,,itIW, ,,&.-~Id~,). OF THE HINDOOS. 231, 

TIIe'wife. You sltoJd in., without cau~e: ~ou have 
killed 1~ with a word; but real work is not so easy : 
have I any leiRufE>? These thoughtless childrel1. arc velY 

wicked; they mind nobody: the other day, the yoU'ftgest 

feU into the .. iv~, BOd after hinking several times, was 
saved by tbe1"avour of the gOdlol; a short time ago, a snake 
bit another; and they qusrrpl and fight daily witli other 
children. To follow all day such mi ... chievou .. children, 
is to keep a herd of SWine, or to lead dogs in a string. 
Besides me, who ir; there to look aftel' them? If I leuve 
them a da" they are like a forlorn wretch left to perisb 
in the open fiE'ld. If flny one else had tlus to do, for U 

single day, he wOllld throw away hl~ garment, and rnn 
away. If )OU have "yes, you eanuot see my cares: amI 
after working one's self to death, there will be no praise. 
Like u slave, I work and eat, 

SitdanundiL I a<.,krd fol" my food early, that I might glJ 
and bnng home some mon<'y-iOf'itcdd of meetmg my wiilh. 
es, ) ou have r.liRed a tempt·st. You re,;eruble thosp, wbo, 
instead of doing other" good, expect u reward fOl' Injuring 
them. The only frlllt of aIJ tlus nOI~e that I can see iR, 
the day is gone. Will this uproar fill our helheli, or bring 
in supplies? Thercthre,-mako ha~te \\ ,th tbe"tdod •. ) 

The wife, (very angry), 11' thi'rc should be neither 
money nor food, what do f lose -: TheRe children are 

Jours; thi,s hUSlllCSS IS )(JUrs; what am I? Among whom 
am J reckoned? I must work-and be reproached: th~ 
is my lot; and u tbt"y sometilne$ asl, a man, ' Who at'" 
you? I'am tbe Jrlaster of:tbe house: \Vhy are .)'ou ery~ 

-I have been eating bun!' In this "orid, the ooly tood 
illt bard labtlUr and reproach. I .cannot; Jl6l' ,will I, 
.... ~rk or eat. Cannot I procure a rag to cojt~ ,8, 

t-DL. III. AI 
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and a little food? God bas given life, and food too. 1 
must pass alone through all that arises out of the actions 
of former transmigrations. Who feeds the unhatched 
young ~ Who supports the worm in the centre of the 
wood? Ordure finds a place; shall there be no place for 
me on the earth? 

Slidanundu. Why all these complaints? Attend to the 
happiness of your family. 

The wife. You are a man; what is it to you; you will 
eai, and serve others; you will collect something, and 
throw it into the house; whether it meets our wants or 
not, you know nothing: I am obliged, by a thousand 
contrivances, here a little and there It little, to feed your 
fi!mily; your children are unmanageable; they wander 
about like mendicants wbo have no home; like a guest, 
they come to meals, and then wander abroad. Many 
hands make work scarce: each traveller can carry his own 
staff, but if one lUan has to carry the staves of many, tlley 
become a load. 

Sudanundu. You are a woman: you go naked, thougb 
you wear a garment ten cubits long; you have no under
t:tanding; these are the children of the Kalee yaogil ; 
what can be done? These children's faults are the open
ing fruits of your sins in a former birth: they are making 
you pay the debt you then contracted. You know nothing: 
your own body is not yours; you must cnst it off; how 

.liiben should the children cleave to you? See! yOUl' own 
teeth l)ite your tongue, and then you complain. 

The m!fo. Let the,~bildren be good or baq, ~rtl~ no 
.,riVitl casting them oft'; a deranged person; ff ~,b&-



longs to our own family, we keep near us; while we 
drive away such a persen, if he belong"! to another family: 
our bodies, when they become a real burden, we do not 
acknow ledge to be burdensome: If our own child is even 
blind or lame, \Ve love it more than the most beautiful 

child of another. 

Su.danundu.. You are correct-but it is very difficult to 
change the evil dililpositlons of children: a dry stick may 
be broken, but not bent; if a stick is bent at all, it must 
bE.' when it is green; and indeed you have ruined the 
younger boy, by making him do the work of women; he 
is at once stupid, and uncontroulablt>, rushing forward 
like the buffalo; he makes a play-hall even of the sbal
gramii; lie would ruin anyone; he is capable of .any 
thing; the other day he quarrelled with Ubbi1yu-churunuj 
he I:' always in evil company, smoaking intoxicatiDg 
drugs, drinking, and gaming i-in thiS way, by degrees, 
he Will become a thief, and I bhall be ca .. t into prison as 

his protector. People pr<ly fur "ons, in the hope that tbey 
n III serve and obey them; at death, carry them to the 
Side of the Ganges; and, after deatll, prebcnt the oirer
ings for the repose of the soul at Guya: this boy (he 
speaks ironically) will do all this for me ;- but, at any 
rate, through hi:. wickedness, I am receiving the daily 
offerings (of abuse) from my neighbours, who not only 
curse him, but all his ancestors. Who shall describe his 
qualities? they would occupy the limits of the Milba
bbari1til. He 1<; to me the image of death; bis dea* 
would be a blessing; then the family would be preserved 
from farther dishonour. As for the eldest boy, be will 
keep up the honour of the falmly; at any rate, he haaob-

• 
tained fOme learning; he has acquired the grammar, and 
a d.gr~e or knowledge; be promises well; weighs mltt-

82 
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tera' ~ be d6eides; 'aJ1d ellta t.y hold of'-tmy' ibtrig 
n~ w'hich ig 'brought' before 'him with great faeUity. 

Here several travellers arrive, and call out-O Si1d~-
, ," 

Dtindti! StidanUndii t Are you at home t We are gueSts 
standing at the door. 

Sudanundu to '1is mife. Go quickly to yOllr busine~o;;. 
I suppose I shall not be able to go out to-day. Some 
guests are at the door, calling: I must go to them. 
"Come in, Come in, sirs." To a servant be sa~8, Oh ! 
Sbivn.das! bring a seat, llnd some water for the feet 'fo 
the guest8, Please to Bit down in the porch. Do you 
tfmoke POne answers-I smoke, and pointing to another, 
he takes snuff; and to another, he knows none of these 
troubles, either of tobacco or snuff; there is no merit in 
,moking: it is the practice of the Kalee yoogli. To the 
~rvant,-prepare tobaceo; give. oil (to use before bath· 
ing); clean, and place wood in the strangers' room; and 
see if there are any young cocoa-nub; in the gardE:n; go, 
and huy lome fish also; but if fish cannot be procured, 
bring $OIDe split pease and also a httle milk. ~ddressjllg 
the guests, be says, Where do )OU gentlemen live-what 
are your names-from whot village do ) ou come-amI 
where are you going? Are you come into these parts for 
the rents of your lands, or are you going to other parts 
on business ? We are not inhabitant8 of one plBce- one 
comes from Niideeya, another from Shaotee-poorll, ana
~ from Burdwao, ~c. &e. We are going to Cal~ntta 
\utA ot1ler plaee8~ ()ne is in service, another a trade!l11rlrn, 
.etI.er an agent, another a pundat, another a jobbing 
prie&t, and another a ~or.-Pointing to one-oftbetom· 
pany, .. of the gaests says, Tbis is RanaU ... i.i.plldhya. 
j;;.·pertMrk.l.fl:-;~thi8"is Rilghoo.Ra~dtOOtho. 
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~ayu,..,"o has received tile ~itle Q( Nla!vnklu'U,· the 
son of a "ery learned man i he is the tr':1fl Jon of liis fu; 
tber; the very image of the goddess of learnieg, an in· 
cal'oation of Vrihuspiltee, the teacher of the g'Q'ls; h~ ill 
himlielf a poet, an author, and sits ill the preBence of 
great men. Thill is Pudmll-LochUn-gtingopadhyayu, a 
true shrotriyu, at the head of bls tribe, the relation of all 
the kooleenits. This is Sbivu-N"rayilnil.Gbo&ualu, a 
lung&hujl1, respectable among' his connections. 

Sudanundu. There is no bounds. to my good fortune : 
by the dust of your feet, gentlemE'n, my house is become 
purified, Persons whom othert. couid not have procured 
to be their guests by any means, have honoured me with 
their presenct', with tile utmost generosity: therefore 1 
,conclude, that the sun of my merit has risen tD-day. 

Th~ guests. YOn speak like yourself; why should not 
)OU ? These are the w~rds of a person of excellent cast; 
you are a benefactor, liberal, hospitable, a holy person; it 
fl'ollld be difficult to find such a Ilers~m among a thou· 
s,.nd. 

The hapP!I fruils oj' polygamy_ 

[A MighboUT to the head wife.] Neighbour. Why are 
your clothes 80 very dirty, Ma? 

.lleod Ulife. 0 T'hak{)()ranee! Why do you ask m, 
~hat,l , What are- dirt1 clothes or clean one. to me'! 

,Neighbour. Whl,t Why! W~! 

H«I4wi1e. 1 am Ilot!aing.;-I 'ara not waJlt~ 
! 3 
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NeirTifJour. True: what can you do? You are not of 
a cast to quurel; such are always imposed upon; and 
you have to do with those of low extraction. 

Head wife. "'T'hakooranee! If I were to tell you all, 
'You would clap )'our bands to your ears t-Sbe gets up at 
eight o'clock. She imagines that there is no work for her; 
that the slave [meaning the head-wife] will do all. As 
800n as up, gbe goes and washes her fclce, and examines, 
in the glass,t whether her teeth are clean or not; after 
which, she SIts down and eats. Then she anoint-s her 
body with oill1 and turmerick, and prepares for bathing. 
A.fter bathing, she returns home, and putting on her 
elotLe!I, like a lewd woman, goes backwards and forwards 
before the master, laughing and gigghDg. 

[The second-wife overhears 'his conversation while siffing 
in another room, and comes up with the gleatest fury.] 
Second-wife. What! you devourer of)'our brother! Do 
you reproach me in the presence of others? Why don't 
you take your husband? Do r forbid you? You strumpet Ix 
I shall nevel' be happy till I put the rIce for your funeral 
rites on the fire. You procuress of abortion! 

( The lookmg.glnss of the pOOiel Hmdoos is about as large as the ball o{ 
&he band. The worst kiud £obis about tillec fartluugs. Bilt they al60 UBe 

polished mirrors • 

.. The Riudoo! believe, that oil keeps the skin 8olt, aud promote, health 
it Is a common saylIIg, that Oil, water, and sUDshine, cODtribute greatly 10 

the .treogtheulDg of the body: 8000 after a thlld i. b<)I'U, they put it in the 
IWI, IIJId cootlllUe to do 80 d ... ly for till ee or four mouths, to dry up the ~u
JIU.Iluous juices, aud to make the bones hard. 

, " HlDdllol of the ltigheat cast, both male BIld female) deseeDd to the 
~t tenu of ~roa.ch In theJr'1QFrelt. 
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[' BetrDeen a rna,. and his neighbolJr, on domestic ttjfairs. 

Bholanal'hU. He, Oh I Ramtl-Locbilntt, one word with 
you. 

Ramu-Lochitnu. Speak j what commAnd, Sir. 

Bholanat'hU. Hear, I say; Sir, ha~e you no thought? 
Do you never look towards your religious and relative 
duties? Have you lost all shame? nnd all concern res
peeting the opinion of your neighbours? 

Ramu-LochU1ll1. You have charged me with a griat 
deal; but why, I have yet to learn: you act like thole 
who tbrow stones in the dark. 

Bholar..al'hU. If I speak, can you understand? Have 
you eyes to see 1 A wise man can underf!tand a hint: a 
stupid man requires a tbing to be beaten into him; and 
some are so stupid, that you muet point to every thing 
before they can see it. 

Ramu-Lochunu. You are pleased to speak only by 
kind rebukes, but what you mean I cannot discover. 

Bholanat'hu. Are you not aware that you have a 
daughter at home unmarried? At seven or eight, people 
marry their daughters, and this indeed is the appointment 
of tbe sbastri1: that period is long since gone; she is now 
thirteen or foul'teen years old, and is very tall and lusty, 
resembling a married woman of thirty. I hear, also, tbat 
your netghbours are wbispering things to your disadvan
tage; and those who are more bold, speak out: with 
astonishment, they say among themselves, How can tbat 

8 4 
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faoUl, ~ thei.- rice·~ oom~, and .leep with ~ti.
tion, whHe suw 9. disreputable thing esim among them 1 
At"preseot,lINy are exposed to shaDle, aftd their deceased 
friends ~e",.&u(fering through their retaining a girl ff"ODl 

maIll'iage "beyontt the period wmch nature bali presc:ribed. 
AU this I hear, and, as a relatIOn, am blltlDCd, aQd there. 
fore I speak. 

}lamu.LQchunu. You need not, S .. " urge me to thill
I am myself 60 uneasy, that 1 cannot sleep. What can I 
do? I am helpless. This must be done, bu~ it is not in 
tht> power of my hand!:>: birth, marriage, and death are 
aU uudt'lr the direction of the gods; can anyone say, when 
tbey will h.lppen? When the flower blows, the fragrance 
will be perceived. TIw; IS work that cannot be pushed. 
I'roposale have been received from mdny places; but these 
thing!! require to be well weighed; we want Q young man 
who is a I{ooleenu, of a relig-ious family, rich, hOllourab]t>, 
handiome, and clever. If the bridegroom be fcHllty, all 
will go wrong. I cannot put a string round tIle neck of 
my daughter, and throw her into the ditch. Therefore, 
calltQg the ghutnklis, and well arranging every thing, this 
~",i.ae!ls aball be brought to a c1o~e. A t present, Sir, how
e"er, I must pllt thiS burden ot) rllY head, and leave it 
there: lily father is very Ill; he has reached a great age; 
eighty or ninety years; two or three doctors attend him, 
and admilli~te .. various medicines, which will involve rue 
in an expense of oue or two hundred roo pees. I doubt 
whether ,he will return froQl this journey or not; Ole
dieUJes '&OOm to take no ~ffect, from which I learn, that it 
i8 .. U .,yer; be eats llothing, except a Httle milk; at! 
p~ say, 'f My bread is all expended;" 80 it is, I fea,r~ 
w!lh"hi~i he,-has eaten aU ho ",ill do 00 ,!41"th. 
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~~t'hu. See I TJAke, careJ.~lf_e care !IThis ill 
the heavi~t,ofaU 10ti&eS to a family. As long 8i we ha.ve 
not had to carry fatber and mother to thee,;aog4!', all 
remams well. Children are born to drive a~ay danger 
from parents, and to secure their happi"ess after deatJa.. 
H~tberto your father has carried your burden; it is now 
your duty, now the evil day is come IIpon him, to become 
his &ervant. Those are our tHends, wbo remain near us 
in danger and at death. He. who does not assist a parent 
at these tim(>s, is his folther'li ordure. (They go to see IJJt: 
old "~an.) 

Ob! Ramu-Lochunu! There is no hopE' of your fathel". 
Deatb has !'topt up all the doors, and is rt'ady to secure 

his prey. It is not adviRcahle to keep him any longer in 
the bouse; .vou had , ~tter make thejourney to the Gaug:es. 
Who enn tell ~hat will take place in the night. Ytinlu 
has sf'ized the lock" of us all; when he will carry us off, 
he will tell nobod): thGrefore while there is time, stop 
the sluices. 

Rwnu-Lochtmu. Ah! Sir, the burden has f;\lI4!n upon 
me all at once: my father used to manage e\"ery tbiag : 
I ate and walked about. I know notbing of what is best: 
you, Sir, are well versed in aU these things: you have 
done these last offices for many; having been once SlCk, 

a mlln be(:C)mes a physicIan: Jet whatever JS neceesary be 
clone, t}lat I 1ll!lY llot be blamed • 

.4nother nflghbour. Here is no need Qf hesitation; the 
plli1 IS up wltb the old Dum; let him be cc\med to the 
GangfS. aDd there cause h~tp to bear the RaDr.ayi1n~.; '.'Rd, 
according to eirCUQlS'taJlCep, do the n~dful: Tbis is npt a 
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dailai that itt death .should be the cause of sorrow; he it 
an aid man; carry him with joy to the Ganges. 

Blwlo,na,'hrt to Ramu-Lochunu I hear, that your 
mother will go with the old man. 

llamu-Lochunu. I hear so from the women, and indeed 
I expected it; for sIle was always with my father, and 
waited upon him with the greatest attention; she spoke 
to me also, begging me to mind religion, and not be un
happy; and tben, as is usual, she took no further notice 
of worldly things. 

BhQ/anat'hU. Well, it will then be necessary to buy a 
new garment for ber; some pitch, c1arified butter, sandal. 
wood, parched flce, a few kourees, .red lead, red thread, 
two bamboo levers, ----

A 'Village conference. 

Seoeral head-men of the villoge. 0 }l,amii·Lochti.nth 
have you done any thing respecting tbe offerings to your 
deceased father? You know, that the offerings to a 
bramhiin cannot be delayed beyond ten days after his 
dooease. How is it, that you seem so unprepared? 

Ramu-LochUnu. I am not unconcerned about this; 
but you know, that after the death of a parent, a fast of 
three days is appointed; on those days I was too sad to 
do any thing. The sbraddhil of a father also, is a tre
mendous concern, an overwbelming expense; the whole 
-care of tbis large family, like a mountain, is also faUen 
UpOD me; and in the house there is nothing but wailillg 
for out' loss. With all this, I am driven into 8 'State of 
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distraction. The clamorous expectations of my neigh bours 
who are to be invited to partake of the funerl1offetings, 
and the dread of 1I0t disch8rgjn~ my duty to my deceased 
parent, overwhelm me. 'rherefore assist me by your 
eounsels.-My father IS gone-he placed me in your 
hands-you are to me wisdom, strength, contrivance, 
every thmg. Weighing my ability, whatever is proper, 
let that be done; J uyu.Krishnu-vtndopadhyayu is present; 
he has obtained great honollr in conducting these cere
monies; let him lIave the man3.gement, and then all will 
be brought to a happy telTnill:lUon. 

Juyu-Krishnu. Oh! Ramii-Lochunil; it will be of no 

use to !!pend our time in mere chit chat; this will do 110 

good, In the first place, let us a ... certain the root, and 
then we can adjust tl"e branches; the medicine must be 
regulated hy the pulse; the dutieS by the quantity of 
goods. 'Vhat is your o\tn wl~h ? 

Ramu-Lochunit. Oh! SIr! you 8ec, pointing to the 
famIly, &11 these, after the shraddhu, are to be maintained, 
and three sons are to be married, and two daughters to 
be given to koo}ceniis, with large dowry. The mastel' 
bad a great name for liberalIty; strangers must be there
fore entertained, the poor fed, and the annual festivals of 
the gods kept up. In fact, my father wao; a holy man; he 
performed wonders by the merit of his rehgious services j 
but he had no property; he was like a pot which appeared 
to contain honpy, but It was empty; hke a cocoa-nut, but 
it was dry. Be this as it Inay, howel er, If I sell every 
thing, the oiferlJlgs 1Il11F\t be preo.;"uted; but I shall be 
glad it' It can be brought wlIhlll'two or three thuusand 

roopees: of this, I have in the house about one thousand; 
where to obtain the other two, I know Dot; I must lieU 



the 1fGmea's orodmats, 'til!' lana" aDd must either -ber w 
~dW. 

Ji1!1ft-K~i&'It'u. Oh r my child, if this is youl'plub, .. e 
must l't'tirej we -eannot tOtJeh this business. People say, 
yrHJI' fatber was worth 20 or 30,000 roopees, and you 
bave two or ~bree hundred bighas onand, a gamen, hoUse, 
ltc. '&;e. P085cssing all tb~e riches, would you limit the 
expenses of the fllnetal offering!! to two or three thousand 
ToopeeS? Whatever may have been the amount of his 
property, however, if you expend no more, you will he 
repr08thed; we ourselveH shall proclilim your meanness. 
Besides, you did not labour to procure this property; you 
have hitbt'rto lived upon it; it "as ~our father'!,!; and 
now shall it not be employed for tbe'repose of hiS soul? 
Will you wrap it up in a cloth, ar.od call it yours? How
ever, jf you a1'e detc>rmined to act upon so niggardly a 
plan, you must 8c>ek "orne person who SUits Jour PlJrpo~e 
to direct the feast. 1 ioohall be reproached; people WIlJ 

lay the fault on ule.-Addressing llimself to one of the 
company, he say!', Take )our pen and papt>r, and make 
out an estimate. He does Sf), and It amounts to five 
thousand roopces. 

ilamfl .. Lochi:mii. Wllat! What! what are you doing ~ 
5000 I-Will writing it on paper hriug in the woney 1 
He who suffers, knpws the pam. 

JUIJu·Krishnu. What has been settled by five persona, 
mu"t be done. You mbet expend this sum. 

BIII'lni1..Lochfmii. Well, gentlE-men, ,it must be as '}on 
oy; if,'~ it J1&COW, we ulttllmilk the. bull. 
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yJf#Y"-/{l'isbnu. I ha .. t',QOt m.ade tltis fJStilD~te without 
knowing your circumstances; you will not be hllt't by, 
this npenfle. ConsIder, how milch of this \liU go in the 
dinner, in gifts to relations, and the bramhulls, and ,in 
presents on dismission: you must il1vitt' all your relations 
in Q direct line, as many as one hundred; all your rela
hons by mafl"iage, a hundred; koolccoli relations, one 
hundred; the heads of the' cast) tw~ml'y-five; learned 
hramhlins, one hundred and twenty-five; also your parti· 
cular acquamtuR('-e, kayusfhu"i, and person$ of othfto 
casts, All these pen>OlIH lllUkt he im'ited; therefore pro .. 
lIde tbe artlCieB n(>c('s .. ary, aDd appomt sOrlie one to write 

the letters, alld to InVite the gueots. 

Betw(en two persons relurned from tlte ceremoTlY of prt:
senting l?ift'rl11gs 10 the dwd. 

Ramu-nnt'hu. O! Sebuki'i-ramu! How did the cere
mony at Ramu-mohilni'i-choutlhoorep's pass over? What 
company was thert>? ] n what manner were the gue!,u 

dismissed? 

Sebi1ku-raml(. There was a largp company, it is trut', 
but Ramu-mobitnil did not obtaill mucb baLlour by ~t: 
the guests were dissatisfied. 

Ramit-ulll'hu. \Yell, let us hear, Who was tll~re? 

S6bi1ku-ramit. Many learned bramhfins were f>re~ 'u.t, 
as J ugunnat'hil-ttlrkil-punchanunit, Ghun usb) {lmu-san-. 

v,tt.bboumii, nod Kanaee-nayu-vRcbiisptitee, of'Tl"ivenec; 
ShUllk\iril.tl1rldi.vag~ht1., &1ntu..vidya}uRkuu,1 and 
R{lmi1.da~ti-siddhant\1-pti.nchaniinU, of Ntiueeya; I~oo-
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lalii-titrku .. vageeshft, of Satgache; BUlUraml1 .. tUrktt
bbOOshtlni1, of Koomartt-httttti, &C. &c. 

BamU-nat'hiJ.. DId these pundits enter into any dis
cussion of the difficult pC)ints of the shastrtis. 

Slbuku-ramu. Yes. A disciple of DoolaHl-turku
wgeeshtt asked J tigl1nnat"htt-tilrkti-ptinchanilnti, the 
meaning of a part of the Koosoo-manj illee: he attempted 
to explain the pa'>Flage, but the other not understanding 
him, Shiinkilrl1-tl1rkil-vagccshii began to explaIn it, when 
a vioJent dispute commenced, and these two pundIts at
tacked each other lake two tiger'>. Nothing but Hear, 
Hear, Hear, was uttered, while they laid hold of each 
other's hands, and in vain endeavoured to obtain a hear
ing. This lusted an hour and a half, and ended in mutual 
reproaches, and the grobsest abu'ie, tIll the other pundits 
interfered, and produced a reconciliation. 

Ramu-nat'hu. How did be entertain the bramhuns? 
How many relations Were present; and how did he diS
miss the gue~ts > 

S6buku-ramu. The allowance to the brambtins was 
ample.1 Five or six hundred of his own cast were feasted; 
theRe obtained one meal of sweetmeats, and one of boiled 
rict'. He dismissed the guests in a middling way; none 
went away thoroughly pleased. He gave among the 
poor a very large sum: I have heard, that there were not 
leMa than fifty thousand poor present. He gave to each 
poor bramhun two roopees, and to shoodrtis a roopee 
eac:h. 

., The bramblin., OD these occasion~, bave an allowance ot rice, oil, etc. 
Ipr t1leir dlDD~rl, Instead of cooked food; elK'h ODe Cllokl for him.clt. 
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b the midst of the shaddhU, while the poor were wait .. 
ing about the house to be dismissed, no less th1Ul three 
women were delivered in the open air. Ramu·mohunii 
bore aU the expenses usual on lhe!>e occasi;)ns, and ga\'e 
the mothers three or four roopees ea.ch. Two sick meD, 
who came for aIm!!, died during the fem,t. Some persons 
eluded the inspection of the door-keepers, and went into 
the yard repeatedly, and received the allowance se'Veral 
times over. 

Between two H indoo,\' just returned from the festi1Jal of 
Doorga. 

RrlShnu. Ramu-dasu ! The fea'lt:at Rajecvu.mookhooj
ya's last night was very excellent-was it 1I0t ? 

Ramu-dasu. What was the expense, think you? 

Krislmu. A thollsand roo pees. 

Ramii.da£u. What! It did not amount to seV80 hun
dred. 

Krislmu. Not more than seven hundred! The sweet
meats amounted to ten muns;' there were also lineen 
muns of curd .. ; three of clartfied butter; four of flour. , 
thirty of rice; five of 011; half a mun of wax candles; 
three mlills of milk; garments to the amount of sixty 
roopees; ornaments presented to the image, valued at 
eighty roo pees ; brasst and other utensils, valued at fifty 
roopees; the image CO'lt thirty roopees; the singers took 
away one hundred and fifty; the musicians thirty; the 

• EIght hundred Ills. 
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hloq~b)l~cr.ihce8 01 bll,tfalos, ram!!, and goatSj fifty; the 
r_tp' tbe ofijdating priests, twenty-five; fruit, roots, and 
otbfi'f things from tbe market, fifty; fish, fifteen; beds. 
tW~!D(y-fiv~ rqopees; and other things without number ... 
Would D-ot all this amount to a thousand rcapees ? 

RQmu~dasu. Well, there might be as much R!!l that 
expended; hut there ought to have been more sweet
meats; and the food was neither good nor sufficienl:: 
many W~lIt away dissatisfied; and others obtained notbing 
to eliot. 

Krishnii. It might be so-but was not the image 
beautiful t 

Ramu-dasu. Beautiful! the PUIJil of the eye, instead 
{If being in the middle, was stuck at the top; the awning 
over the head appeared to be falling down, and the whole 
image was more lIke a picture than a pToper image. 
Besides, Mobiln, the blacksmith, illd not cut off the buf~ 
lala's bead at olle stroke: that WdS a great blemish in the 
festival. 

Kr;$hnu. You seem to have gone to the festival only 
to find fault. What did you thlllk of the Illuminations; 
and tbe assembly, was It not a grand ODl' ? 

Ramu-dasu. Yes, yes; these passed off very well; 
but tbe officiating bramhfin was a most stupid fellow; he 
1fat .obliged to be told aU the prayers, and could go on 
wid» aothingJPitbout a prompter. 

KnWu. Did you take notice of the songs? Ho,vat. 
teative tbe hearer. weft! t How astonishingly .. ell the 
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song respecting D~rga wag lIung, exactly as if Htiroo
t'li.akoor bad done it. AU the sounds in the tune respect
ing Krj.,hflu too were new, and it was exactly like the lan
guage df' a love-sick damsel. The words of tbe other 
songs, I ('onfess, were rafher low and mean. 

Between a voisknuvu and, a disciple of the ftmale deitieB, 
a shaktU. 

Slw!ctu. 0 VoillhnUl,u.-t'hakoor. You were at the 
festival at Ugril-dwecpu. What number of people might 
there be? 

Voishnuvu. There was a very large assembly; not 
fewer than a lacl~ (100,000). 

Shaktu. Did they all see T'bakoor-Gopee-nat'htt l' 
and what did each give?l> 

Yoisknuvu. Som~ gave one ana;c some two, and the 
rich much more, each according to his ability. 

ShaktU. Well. What Old it cost you? I suppose you 
bad a company, whom you entertained.d 

Yoishnu:ci~. It cost me twenty or thirty roopees. 

Sh"ktiL Why did you expend all tbis money? What 
is Ghoshti-t'hakoor to you? 

• The Image. b It is IlBUal £01' tbe relahOlllI (UloIISh poo!I) of the per-
_ son who hs. a festival at bis house. and for rich men. who come to bowjtO 

the iDlage, to ca~t some money at the feet of the Image, and then Pl'Oltrat~ 
them&elve~ before it, 

e TWO-pence. d RIch m\lll, at. thls festlvlll, entertam complll1iea" of 

,oilbQjlv~ • ."G 13Y' tllgetb,r,.iQ< oo.~r of O>hoItbii-t'hakoor,. It> \'I'tIWe 

manes the lice is prestmted by tIlt! god of tlle place, Gopee-nat'hu, 

VOL, Ill. l' 
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J''oislmuf)u. All the ghosais entertain people at this 
6 .. ; and it is what we ought to do. 

Shaktu. What benefit will there he in feeding a par

cel of women." Why not entertain bramhtins ? 

Voishnuvu. You bramhuns cannot bear to bee anyone 
honoured or feasted except yoursel ves. Y Oll can con verse 
on nothing without reproaching others. Where is the 

benefit of devouring fie"lh and drinking spuits? 

SlzaktU. No doubt, your Choltiinyu and Nltyani1ndu, 
the two brothers, whom you fooli"hly con"lder as incarna
tions of Kri.,hnu and BrdUrumu, will do {'very thing for 
you, as Hostin and Hosalll, the two Musulman brothers, 
do for dlclr fonowerb. 

roishniivu. And-as your HatisllOorcr-maf will do for 
you, a parcel of' dl"lIIkards and eaters of hog!>' flesh.3 

Respectmg an ab~t:Ill prrsoll, r.JllO neglects the ceremonies 

of relzgw1Z. 

Voi/,oont'hi;. How is Ramu-chiirilnu.: I suppose lit., 

is becoming nch very fast. 

Ramu-ji1y,~. Y CR. He brings his mom'y home and 

• F.Jrnalc mendIcants of lnosr ("haractcr, called voh.hn,hee,. 
f A DaBle of abuse given to 0001 ga, as thl' mothel of Gilne,hCa, who !las 

an elephallt's bead. 1I.lIee, elrph:lDt. ~oorG, the elephant's trunk; ma, 

umher . 
S The brambfins and regular Hllldoos despise the volHhnflvns, as IIU ul'

stut Bec~. whose eystem is a departure from the old one. and the voishnu

ril, 011' tllC other hand, replOach the shaktll" because lOme of ehl, Set-I eal 
Bell! alJd cir/Ilk s(nriu. 
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buries it, or lets it out to usury, at an ana p{'r month on 
the roopee.h He spends nothing, except in ornaments 
for his wives; he neglects the prescribed offerings to the 
manes of his ancestors, and ne\<er entertains bramhtins, 
or, if he sometimes gives a feast of this kmd, he invites as 
few as possible. 

Voikoont'hu. I have heard, that his son<> are very 
100l>e in their conduct; that all their married neighboure 
are alarmed for the chastity of their wives; and that 
these sons neglect their ublllti.Jns in the Ganges, and 
almost all the daily duties of bramhuns;. 

Ramii-jityil. It is but too true: thiS is the case, not 
(lnly with his som, hut with great numbers of young 
people in our neIghbourhood. It is plain enough, that, 
as JUllhoo swallowed Glinga in her descent from beaven, 
the kalcc-yoogti is swallowing up all the religion that is 
left amongst us. 

On 1'ejecting a person, and rcslonng him again to 
his cast. 

At an asscmb/!J of the 'Villagers. Kannee. 0 Ramil
Rayu! )OU are the head man of the village: it is there
fore our duty to make you acquainted With every thing: 
we can no longer have intercourse WIth HUlUdhtirii.· 
chUkrUburUec. 

Ramu-Rayu. Why? 

Kanaee. You, Sir, know what took place formerly: at 

k MQre than J5 per cent. 

Ti 



sso 

~Dt Ire hlll1 a mistress, tlte daugllter of a washe~an : 
't~ sOme time past, nobody has visited him, but he roes 
and eats every where.-Now, we henr, that they have 
destroyed the child in the womb-and the noise of this is 
~ne over all tbe village. With such a person therefore 
we cannot eat. 

Ramu-Rayu. If tbis is true, it is very bad; and 
nobpdy can bave intercourse with him; but let him be 
called, 

HuludhUru an'ives, and says to Ramu-Rayu, Wt1Y 
have you called me, Sir? 

Rp.mi;,-Rayu. Why?-You know, that for a long time 
back, you have been in a disorderly waj; nobody has 
visited you; but through my influence your friends di.d 
not wholly piscard you. Now, I hear, that you have 
been guilty of dClltroying your Illegitimate child in the 
womb: you have broken down the fence, and gone into 
forbidden ground: and your friends have now utterly 
renounced you.-He goe$ away very sad. 

[After two yean, durmg which time Hl1ludhilrit had 
splic:ited forgiveness by the most humiliating intreaties, 
be JlgaiJl appeara before the vill~ge council.] 

Ramu-Ra!Ju, addressing the villagers assembled, says, 
o Sirs I mey I be heard? They reply, what commands, 
Sir • 

.. , r _ 

,~llall-- You are al~ as~mbled :. here is a person 
wj.fh~t,ll &_d; he lays hold of ,Jonr feet. If ten per
SODS decide!! on a question, the authority of tOD makes 
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even that which is ..... aug, right; and tbe strength of ten 
u~ii~ beco~es that of a liOll. 1" ou see thi's man, cad 
oft" py you for many d~ys; he has endured mi;;ery equal 

to his sin; and he comes to me with his distress con. 
tlOually, whether I am sitting, "eating, or sleeping. I 
have told him to solicit pardon from door to door; and 
that against your wIll I can do nothing. He says,' God 
is now on my left; I cannot shew my face, and nobody 
speaks a kind word to me.' He knows that you respect 
me, and therefore he comes to me. Whate"'er may have 
been his fault formerly, let that go: he 18 now very 
anxious to be restored; and he is now afraid of incurring 

\ 

your displeasure. )OU will do well, therefore, to shew 
him favour. 

-
One of the company. Favour I How can that be, 

Rami1-Rayu! Do you mean to receive him back, or his 
concubine? 1 supposp, you, Sir, have before this be
stowed your favours on the concubine. Do you wi!!h us 
all to become MUstilmam? Well-you are at the head 
of the village-all respect you-nobody will run back if 
you advance; let the wedding feabt be kept at your 
house. 

Another. Dismiss this filthy suhject ; let us repeat (he 
name of God, and something good win come on it. 
Besides, how can you go into this business; he was 
warned by a thous,lOd persons not to go mto thi" coonec
tion. Day and night hE' staid at this woman's; and I 
.9uPllose he has eaten with her; what should hind~r? 
And now YOli hear of an abortion; lind this has been pro .. 
clailued as by the sonnd ot' the dt·um. True, be i~ a yery 
proper subject for favour; two or thr£'e otbers ill thi! 'til .. 
lage are' anxious to foU{)w hill footsteps. But you, 'Sir, 

, T S . 
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can do every tbing; you can kill, and then cook, what 

yotl please; but we are poor people; we cannot. If I 
could do til!!;, I nught have takell a gift the other day, 
and have bat down with the Mi:isulmans. 

Another. Oh! friend, don't forbid it-let the thirty
six casts ulledt together. 

Ramii.Ra,Iji"i. (to lumse1fJ. I suppose then, Hulildhu
rii's bin IS shll upon hlJn; for If ten person!'! are not well 

disposed towards 111m, It seems that God if' still angry 

with bun. To the 'Vzllagcn. Do you Intend then, Sus, 

to pursue tllis man to death? 'Vhcn we come 1IIto the 
world, everyone docs good amI eVil, and bOJnellmes a 
perbon f,llb mto a "nare; but )OU have allead) pUlw,hed 
thiS culprit a~ fur a" posslbh·: for two )C,t)'" he has been 
enduring every sort of 11m-cry, I) mg III Ins hou'>c as a 
corpse.- rrhispcriflf!, to llilli'trlll1lri'(, and ad-oiYillg him to 
put his garment rOllnd hi~ nLLk, and fall at til{ /J' fcet-

Hiill\dhtiri1 don, so, and /lmnll.]la,lJii continues, See, 
Gentlemen, \'I'ould 'yOIl tread 011 the uead? h there any 
thing left t[) pUlm,h? Howpver, do as you like, if you 

wlf.h to debt! 0,Y hlln, do f.o-,lIld if you w IF>h to sa \ c, he is 

in your hand.." I wIll only add one word, For my !-luke, 

forgive hun-bestow thi" aim" 011 me. 

One nf the 'cdlagc. SIr, your words are irl'e"istible. 
W ell-a bramhun 1m" fallen-it is rl~bt to pity the mise
rable; but it'It is beyond our power ~ We Cdll hft a hun

dred weigllt, but we cannot raise a tOil. We can stop 

one mouth, but bow shall we stop a thousand? 

Ramll.Ra!Juo Gentlemen, I only want yOUT conllent
and then, I will manllge all the rest: you know, that 
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money can do all ttlings; only pardon the culprit, and 
two or three of us wIll see what he is \vOI·th, and e"amine 
how every tiling can be brought about. 

They consent, and the as~embl!/ breaks up. [Sometimes, 
~hen the pCI'~OIlS who have been brilwd to conspnt, are 
called to eat with tlIP culpnt, they hang hack, complain
ing that the money has heen nnequally (h"tnhuted; they 
reproach the culprit, and the food he ha" prepared, and 
at last go mto the measure with much diRgust, and with 
a thousand hard word.., against the person to be restored.] 

.. 
SECT. VI.-Spcrimens of Letters. 

~~f;;r~ ~~cj 0\ l~ 

~ $tr(P::n~ .,rij<f~cj ~ ~cjm:i Rl<r1FT* 
f<f~g ~q ~:nf*"i ~<rH U"~< ~3~lm 
~ ~~~(t5! m:t~~i (lSf&., <?t\3t?I <IT6'L{Z; " .--zmf~nli ~ 1t~i~tfe1: <prill ~., \ ?fm?i1 
f~9 Qf?r~m! tful \3Tfu~ ~8 ~Tf~l.-J 

Tr ((,lSlaliOll. 

Shri'p Shree II ilrcc. My Preserver. 

I, Ram-Mohun-d6vil-shilrmtinu. who am supported by 
thee, with rpspect make thi., reqlll:'ht: On Frid'I), the 17th 
of Ashwinu, wIll he the dewy SP""OIl fe"tlval. You will 
please to come to the bouse 111 Calcutta, and see the 
image, and partalw of the oflerjng~, threC' days. By this 
letter I mvite YOII. This. 14th Ashwmii. 

\' <1 
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Letter from a M~her to Mf $()1l. 

Shrt'e Shree Ramu. My Protector. 

To the fortunate Huree-nat'hi:i-btind.opadbyayii, my 
SOD, more beloved th.m my own life. Long life t.o thee. 
TAl thee I wr#e as follows: 

The higbelOt of blessing's, yea let a multitude of such 
blessings rest on yuu. Mort' particularly; I 11m happy 
in always thinking.of your prosperity. I reC('IVf'J your 
letter, aDd am become acquainted With its conteut... I 
received .one hundred ['oopeeR wInch you sent by Ram
Mobun-seni1; and have expended it in the manner di
rected, as you wdl perceive. 

You write, that your emplo}er does not ~ive you leave 
to be absent, and that therefore ).oU cannot come t.o be 
present at the festival of Slircto" ~hrce Ee~h",lb ce.' This 
is very strange. It IS n.owalmo!'t three ~Pcl"" "lIlce you 
wool from home. You are my only "on; I am con~tantly 
full of anxiety t.o see you; thereiOre you mllst "peak t.o 
'y~ur employer~ that he may Without till I pbrllIlt you to 
come to the festiva1, othenuse, before the festival, I bhall 
c~e all the way to see )OU. What more shall I write? 

The Answer. 

Shrec Shr,ee Doorga. 

I ~~,ree.nat'hu.devu.8bilrmUnii, your servant, bowing 
~AMomerable limes, respectfully write. Through your 

• The goddct~s Doorga IS here un~tr8tQOd, though Eeshwuree slgoillel 
merely i goddae. 



blessing, my present and fut.ure oo.ppine&!l are secure. 
I received your letter, and am becolne acquainted,with the 

particularll; but JOu do not write what tblngt:. are pre
pared for the wor..,hip ofShree Shrec Ee8hwi:iree~ please 
to order them to bf' Wl itten. You write, !hat unless I 
corne to the festival, you will CODle even thus far to see me. 
What can I do I My employer does not grant me leave to 
come; he is a "cry wicked fellow: bE" drink" spirits. 1 
dare not repeatedly ask him for leave of ab"ence; who 
J..nows but he may be angry? Therefore I wrIte. Be 
not on any account anxious about me. I am weU in 
every respect. As soon as I gE"t leav~, I will hasten home. 
ThiS. 

Directions upon the abo7.Jc th1'ee letters.-l. 'fo my sup
porter Ibmu-churunu-buntlyopauh)u) ii Muhashiiyii's ex

cellent fE"et, I write this. 2. To the fortunate Huree
nat'}lu-hi1ndyopildhyayu, my SOli, more beloveQ than my 
own llft-. Long lire to thee. To tbee I write as follows. 
3. To my mother, the worshipful goddes~ Shree-Mtitee, 
to your water-hl~ teet, possessed of the fortune of Shree. 

The Hmdoos write with' a reed/- and hold their pen 
with the whole grasp of the hand. They sf'ldom use 
a scal for their letters, but write, on the folds of the back, 
that which they consider equivalent to an oath of secrecy i 

that is, they make certain signs, Wllich are known to tn
dicate the seven seas, the fhur vedus, and the s,un and 
moon, by the .names of all whicb, each person into wbobe 

hands the letters comeS is bound, as by an oath, not to 
.. iolate ,its contents -Before the entrance of European~ 
into India, there was no post: letters, &c. were a1w\tys 

• Sa!!cbarwn Sara. 
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sent to a djstance by private messengers. The native' 
merebants are, however, now very glad to avail themselves 
of the post, by whj~h mercantile transactions are- so 
exceedingly facilitated. 

• 

SECT. VIL-Specimens of Songs. 

THE songs oftbe Hindoo"i, sung at religiou;;; festival&, 
an.d even hy lOdiviJual.., on boats ~nd in the streets, are 
intolerably oflcnslve to a modef..t persoll. 'Vhen em
ployed about the mUlOt tnfl1l1g concerns, as, to dl'clg along 
a piece oflullber, or any other lmlh.) ~uh~tallc{" they 31l1-

mate each other by \ ociteratlllg cpr t,n II ~ollnds, som(> 

of wllich are dl~gu"'tlllgly obsccne.-I give a ~pecimen of 

one or two of their most JIIIlocent songs, as clI.hibiting a 
part of their publiC manners. 

!3y a disappointed "fVorshippcr j addre8Scd to Doorga. 

o unmerciful daughter ofthe.mountain, 
To what extent, 0 Ma!1 WIlt thou bhew thy fathcl's 

qualities ;m 
o Ma! thou art the wIfe of the easily-pleased (Shivu ;) 
Thou art merciful-dIe destroyCl of fear-
Thy Rame is Tara,n why art thou then so cruel to thy dis

ciples? 
o Ma! Thou hindeat my mind with the cord of delusion, 

aDd givest it sorrow. 

Being a mother, how canst thou be 80 cruel! 

I MI, Mother. '" Doorga ie cOllsidercd BI the daughter of the moulI-
taiD H\JIlalilyii. Hlmfi .jgnlli~ cold. .. Tara, .,Iour. 
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Looking with thy compassionatE" eyeb, give wisuom IlDd 
holines<; to thy forlorn (one ;) 

Loosing me from the bOlld~ of thi;; world, save. 

Another, hy If rOna/,ot l1li~/rns. 

In this unlawful 10\'c my heart I"; burnt to a~lH's; 
Sweet ill the mouth, but hollow like ,t cucumher. 

Giving me the moon iIi my hand,u only sorrow surrounds 

Ille. 

As tlle end appro,lChts, sorrow increases; seeing and 
hearmg, I am become UP1'fHH',c,d 

Chorus. In tlm, unl.twlul IOH" &c. 

11l0lhcr, by a LOla to lw It/lSlrcslI. 

V"hy, full of \\ rath, do you 110t ('\.3\1)IIIP? 

\Vhy, my L)('loverl, du )011 (1!"llOllour me? 
If YOll arc out or III) f.lghl for a l111llllte, 

I die of brlcf, I ('OIl~IJer tIll'! minute olle hundred yoogus.~ 

As the bU'd Chatu.l~u '-IP~ 110 \, ater but th,lt of the clouds, 

And wIthout thiS water dlE"Ii-SO alll I towardE> thee. 

Chorus. Wby, fuIt of wrath, &c. 

Another. Krlshnu and the JJ[llk-maids. 

He, on who,>e feet Brumha meditates, and worships 

with the water-lIly, he who is the riches of GoHlku,'1 the 

milk-maid., ofVruJu seek as a cow-herd. 

o The meamng of this IS, [ thought I had obtained $omethiag woadec{al; 
but I am overlVhelmed 1U dlSlIppomtmellt. 

P The sutyu yOOgl' was 1,728,000 yeau. 

• Gohlko. is tbe heaven of Knshnii. 
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Oh,t he~ Bad_ ! for this tiwlt tboo "'11\ looN" ~be 
flut&.playing «((risb-nii). Y c f~lish milk.maids; ye know 
ruUlJJot. Burning ~ith the pains of absence, and redueed 
to 4istress,you will wander up and down, weep.fig for 
yosr. be1o.ved Govindli (Kribhnu.) 

, , 
&,.e! He whose excellencies excite NariIdu, overcame 

with love, to sing; Sblvil to dance; D.oorga 10 dap bel' 
hands; Nilndee to beat his cheeks,' the tyger ",-kin ~ 
&.II fronl Shivii's hack, aod at hearing the sound of whose 
name, IInree) H tiree, tbe top of KOllasu trembles ;--(tbi. 
Krishnii) the milk-mulds of V rilju call, day and night, the 
botter-stNllpr~·--Chortl$. Oh t beloved fiadba! for thl. 
fautt, &c. 

o belol'ed! (Uadha), that K,-ishnu, tlw murk of wbo.<,e 
foot is impressed on millions of holy places, as Guya, 
Gl1nga, &c; from the hairs of whose body, Jndnl, Yilm\!, 
Sagilrtl, Prit'htyce,' &c. arose; and the worship ofwhorn, 
the gods, clescend/flg III chariots, pel"furm ,yi~h fasting; 
this Krisbnti, to appease thy anger, thou causedst to fall at 
thy feet" in the wtlderness of Nikoonju. Chorus. Oh! 
beloved Radha ! for this fault, &c. 

Dl¥'oo"Q, tlte moonee, became a yogi'i', to obtain the
dU/It Qf his feet, who eame and laid hold of thiue; he whom 
BrPUlba aQd all tbe god:s dcsu:e, is inihy eyeb a common 
man. -'Hear,O beloved, he, putting his garment over bis 
~18tHlk(' to thee with sweet words. Thou kne,,,est 

'him.RGt,;,but tbou ",fit k~w at la$t. 

~ A,.~ of jOf produeed by $triklDg the cbee~ with the tbumb • 
• f41abl>i ill chlUled with stealing butter from the houlleS of the milkomtD, 

wben a'V,Oy.! t"The earth: 
.. On oue ocCIIIloD, Krishnu fell at 'Radha'3 ft:It t" relDGve ber jealous)'. 
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'OMitS. Ob! beloved Radha! fot tllis1iault, '&c. 

Musical Imtrumenh. The follomng tlr~ tht! names of 
ttmse used among the Hindoos:""'-OhoJil, a drum; ~ at 
1111 the Hindoo fChtivail!.-Karll, an'Othet kind or drllm, 
broad at one entl, and nalTOW at tlte other. Ohak, a 

double drum. J 01 ughaet', a r,maU and large drum jnined 
together. Damama, a lorge kettle-drum. NagaTa, a 
emalt kettle-drum. Juyildhak, a,drum used in the ntareh 
ofan-arlilY to bllttle,or after a victory. Jugudoomhlirn, 
a tabor suspended from the neck, upon which tbe pe .... 
'orlDer plays while dancing. 'I'd'!;\, a drum, or rather a 
f-kin fJhteJled to a metal pan. DIl.!IIpu, a hand drum; or 
f>kin, Listened to a wooden hoop. .MmHingli, and N d

dulil, drum!> formed lIke barrels. Dholiildl, another ~ind 
of drum. 'l'thulu, a tabor, having the skin fastened on 
an earthen pot or a piece of wood. Dara, a tabor, 
like the DUmpu, but sm<llltr, with the skm fastened 
on an earthen pot Kang<;} n, a cymbal. Kaneee, 
a small cymhal. Khunjilrcc, a EmaU tabor, used by 
tbe rnendirant voiragccs, whiip singmg the praises of 

Krishnu J tiluti1rungil: seven metal cups, of different 
loizes, filled ""ith water, and beaten WJth thin sticks, com· 
pose tll1s instrument. Swiiru-mungiilu, a number of 
reeds joined together, and beaten Wlth the fingers. Kh .. fi
talli, fOUf thin stones, two held in each hand, and beateR 
together. Khumnk, an instrument like an hour glas!!, 
with lcattler ahove and below, beaten with the 6n~erfl. 
'I'ooree, a trumpet. Vallk, a French horn. Rtlm1sbiIJp, 
a brass horn, like the horn of a buffalo. BborUngU, 
a straight trumpet.-Sanaee, a b~utboy: tbe body is 
IijOrpetimes part of a bamhoo- Vttngshee, B' kind orBute. 
Morchungtl. and LttpMree, instruments resembling 
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Jcws'-harps. S6tara, and Tumhiiol'a, instruments with 
three 8tringfi, played wIth the finger". Dotura, a jo,imllar 

instrument with two strmgs. Sharillgcc, the Illdmn vio-
1m. 8hal'inda, another sort. Pmaku, a stringed instru
ment like a bow, having a dried gourd fastened at each 
('nd, the mouth .. covered wlth ~1.mR. The performer has 
ia' his hand another gOllrd, with which he produces the 
sound". K lipilasu, an instrument compo<;ed of a strmged 
honrd resting 011 two ei'-l"a,"ated g-ourds. The sounds are 
produced by the fore-finger, on which IS fixed a thing like 
a thilnhle. Vecna, a lute. Trinunhcc, another ktnd of 
lute with three strlllg<;. Silptl1swilra, a lute with seven 
8trJn~'1. 

The JImdoo·, h:1VP VaJ ,oil" IIIf,h umpnts Jill beatmg time, 
that their vocal auo III ,trnlllenldl IIlUt,IC 11M} harmonize . 

• 
SECT. VIII -PantoOll1i1ICal Elltcrta1ll1ll('nts. 

IN dIfferent part'> of the }car, btlt er,peclally in the 
I\\01'lths .lYOl"ht'hu, A "haril, Shrav unil, Bharh ii, and 
AlOhwinu, al'i',embhe" arc formed Hl the \lJ~ ht, to see the 
pnntonumes called Yatra, which refer to the hi~torie!> of 
Knsbnti, Ramu, Shivu, and Doorga. 

I just mention the names of a few of those w IllCh relate 
tothe hlstor.v of Krishnu: Manu-bhulIgu, or the removing 
nfRadha'" jealousy.-Kiiliinki:l-bhiinjUnu, the remmal of 
Rhadha's dIsgrace for cobabitmg with KrIshlJti.-pootiina
~tidhu, the destruction of a female titan) sent by Kuogsu 
to destroy Krishnii.-Prillumbl1-bUdhll, the destruction of 
Pn'ilihnbti, another titan sent byKullgSU against Kritihnu.-
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Danu-khundu., certain tricks of Krishni:i with the milk
mllids.-Nouka-khundu, Kri~hllu and the milk-maids 
going upon the water in pleilsure boats.-Bu~tri1-hiiriinu, 

KrishnU running away with the clothes of the mIlk-maids 
wIllie they arc bathlng.-I(ah~u-dl1munu, tbe kIlling of a 
great serpent hy Krl~hllu .• -lJJ\.roori:i'!'i1ngb .. du, thejourney 
of Kn"hllulo 1\liH'hoora.-Dootec.'iungbadu, ttadha's in

vilmg K ... .,bn Ii to come back to her to V rinda-vullli.
Vi1kafoooru-bildhli, Knshnu's de.,troymg Vilh.u, a titan.
Husu, J(l'l"hnli's play with th(' nlllk-maitls ill the woods 

or Vnnuu-\'i1uu.-Ytmrniiptrd, the history of KrisllDu's 
bl1·th.-Ki1l1g~u.-btillhi1., ot' the ~~aYl!Ig of Kungsli.
(Jo'lht'hli ph.l, tile chdJi.,h play of l\rIbhuu with the 

clulchcn oflhe 1I111k-lllell.-Radlllka'r<~a; RadlIa, with all 
sorts of ofliccr" about her as a sovereign princess. 

The cntertalllment called Manu-bhungu IS fOllnded on 

1\ stor)" the IllNlIUllg of "']lIch is as follows: Uadha sent 

for Kri~hni:i to meet her HI the tim'st of Nikoonjii; but 
as he wa~ gf'lng, another of lJi~ rnl')trcbS(,S met him, and 
delained ,hlOl till mormng. Early the next day, Knshnii 
went to Radba, out rollE', full of',1calollsy, would not speak 
to him, alld on)C"l"ed 111m to be driven away. J(rishnu was 
very unea~'y, anti !:>ent people to conciliate her, but in 
,'alii. At l('ngj'l, 11(' assumed the form of Shi.vu, and, as 
a mendirant )'ogee, hi!. body covered with a<;hcs, his eyes 

inflamed with intoxIC.It.lIlg drugb, &c. went to beg, at the 
hou~e ot' Ayi1ni1-Ghoshi1, Uadha's hu"band. Aytioi1'i 
motller offered him ~omething, bitt be refused to receiv~ 
the alms from her hands, Ba)ing, he would receive aloJ, 
only from t.he virtuous. Ayi1ni1's two sisters were equally 
unacceptable; but, he would take it from Radba. Radha 
came, and told him to uk for what he would, and she 
would gi,'e It him. lie said, he wished for no other almi 
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thaw that "'';:would be recon'criled to Krifftnil. In tbill 
wafRBdba's ~aloosy was r~moved. ,. 

'fk.".folhnviog introll¢tory scenes occor in every yatra 
rApeeti~tf Krishnfi: Eight or ten boys Bre fancifully 
dr:el!sed, to represent Krishnil, Radha, Ni1ndn.Ghoshii, 
BllIiil"lunii, YO''3hoda, Shree-damu, SoobfiHl, Nariidil, 
V,.~li-dth'il, &c. 'l'hese boys repair to thl" place prepared 
for the yafra, and begm to dance, while different instru
ment!! of music are played. Aner they hav(> danced about 
nn' boor, tl1£>y ~Jt down, wben the person who represents 
Naiildii Dppears, dre:,sed in a droll mannel', with a fiddle' 
in Irk- banrl; pla~ing on which, he continue ... to dance and 
sing, fbr some time. At la~t be calls his "f'rvant Vyasu
devu; aUer callwg twenty tJllleS, he gJves him noan"wer; 
but 'at length he arrtves, sittJl)g astride on a bamboo, 
carried on the !.boulders of two men; and, making certain 
inlieoe9;tlgestur('s, as jf he were dancing, he fall~, first on 
on~ side, and then on the other. He next dismounts, and 
sings droll songs, 01' rather ~ome unmeaning jargon, which, 
1101'MVer, makes the multlrude Jaugh. Narildil again ealls 
lIim .several times; but he, full of tricks, half dance, half 
roflg-, halfjeM, pretends not to hear. Narudil now givel'l 
llim a !;1ap; but he, as though he felt it not, asks the roul
Hiude if'1iome one IS beating another, as he heard the 
sound of slaps. The multitude at last tell him, t'hat 
NarUdii cal)~ bim, when he makes s()IDe foolish answer; 
bllt at >iength be aDd Nariidtl come together, and the latter 
3sk&ilim where he has been, upon which 8()me low con .. 
","tioa fak.e& plaee-, bke'that of two moolltebank. on .. 
sta.;q.England. ' WAea this is ended, Nari1rlil tells his 
"le"elr.U KriaJtuti, a'Od.:l\e: ~to< oae &ide of theerowd, 
aDd1legia\i.UIk,~he.~ ",ho pMOIlat&s thep, 
teljing hiJU, that Narlidtl wJ8bea to seo bim. As SOOJl as 
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be appears, Narudu prostrates himself before him, and, 
risin!{, pa~sef, f,orne compliments 011 KrH,hnu. Five or six 

person~, precf'dpd by a head ~I[]gpr, then make their ap
pearance, and III a song rpcite the particulars of the enter
tamrncnt; a fter which Narudu and KrJ!lhnti dance, to 
winch N arul!11 cldds a song, and then retires. The next 

scene exhdn("i Khnshnli and hIS mi<;trchsch, singIng to. 
gether. The meaning of one of tbese "ioog"i IS, that the 
women, though the-y love Kn~hllu tu dlstrac''t!on, and 
though their very eXtfltcnce depend& upon seeing him, 

cannot ohtalll an IIltervicw, on account of the difficulties 
thrown In the wa} hy their hu"band..., fripnds, &c. The 

closing scene or the interlude OpP'IIS With the appearance 

of an old woman, bent double With agt', With kourees 

stuck 1Il her mouth fi)f teeth, and hel' hair painted whit€'. 
She bel!,lOs to dance and '>lOg, and calb to her a person 
named Rtitunu, a ft'male about fort), '\\-ith her face blacked, 

wearing ollly a shrpd of cloth round her loins, a filthy rag 
for a turban, and havtng a broken basket in her hand. 
ThiS woman, thu,", attired, beglllF- to dance, which is con
tinued till the old woman u!-ks her If ~he wm go to Mil

t'hoora markel. She sup, No: T am the daughter of a 
great man; I have other things to mmd, Do )'on think I 
can go to Ml1t'hoora market r After some talk of this 

kind, they go dsidt', and the boys 111 fanci fu 1 dresses again 

sing amI dance. 

Then follows the proper entertainment; and when this 
happens to be what is called Mani1~hhungi1, a number of 
performers represent the different persons whose names 
occur III the above story, and amongst these the conversa

tions take place, which are partly recited in song: Radha 
is assisted by several females, and Krishnu by his com
pamons. 

VOl,. III. u 
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Very frequently a yatra is prolonged till near morning. 
Ji'lambeau9, and other artificial lights, are used. The 
spectators are 'aft'ectted ~~jth grief and joy to as great a 
d~ree as those who ~1io)d the tragedJes and comedies of 
the English stag~. When a wealthy spectator is pleased, 
he throws down a piece of money to a celebrated pel'· 
fbrmer. Sometimes one person, at his own expense; hires 
the performers, and has the farce on his own premises; 

• at other times, several persons Jom, and contmue thebe 
entertamments for a month together, and expend as much 
as one, two, or even four hundred roopees. The whole 
,'illage assembles. 

By these yatras the popular tale'S re"p~cting the Hindoo 
gods become very widely CIrculated, and tlvetted on the 
minds of the populace, who cannot help f('{'lmA' a strong 
interest in the s)-stem wluch thus mfiamcs the passiom .. 
The scenes are often very indecent, and the whole, by ex~ 
citing a kmd of enthu.,iasm in the cause of licentIOusness, 
pl'oduces a dreadful effect on the morals of the spectator~, 
both young aud old. The entertainments which relate to 
~be lascivIOus KrishllU are most popular, and draw togetbC't" 
the greate:o;t crowds; whIle those which are taken .from 
the hJstories of Ramu and DooJ'ga, excite mudl let.s atten
tion. To tbi" is to be added another lamentuble fact, that 
the sight of these impure and perDlcioos exhibitIOns J& 

reckoned very meritotlous: indeed the Hindoo flatter;, 
himself, when he retires from these scenes, inflamed with 
lust, that he has been doing something that will promote 
hie final blessedness: having heard the names aud actions 
of the gods repeated, he is assured be has been doing a 
meritorious action, although bis own mind, and the minds 
of his wife and children, have been dreadfully poisoned 
with brutal and obscene images. 
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SECT. IX.-Of Deat/ls, Funeral Ceremonies, 8,c: 

WHEN a person is 00 the poiotof death, his relations 
carry him on his bed, or on a litter, to tile Ganges. This 
litter cOll"istc:; of some bamboos fastened togptller, and 
&lung 011 ropf's. Some pC'rson'l are carrIed many mfles to 
the'river;' ann this practice is often attended ",Ith very 
cruel CII cumst,lIIcef>: a pel son, HI hi" 111"t agollles, is 
dragged from his bed anel fl jentl ... , and CRn jed, In tbe 
coldest or the hottest ",cath!"r, flom whatever dhtaoce, to 
tl.e rivPI" !->Hk, \\ her e he he o, if a poor man, in the open 
air, day and night, till he explres.Y 

When a pel'son i~ hI ought down to the river "ide, if he 
is able to oce Iii ... friend." thC'y go to tum. One of them, 

perhap~, atltlre-,,,e., a few" 01 d~ to hI m: "0 Khoorti JZ 
do )OU know me i" "Yeo; [do." "How are you f" 
" I am well. \Vhat need is thel '-' that I .. hould stay here, 
ifGung.1 WIll hut gl Ve 1Ilf' a phl(·e." -" TnH', Khooru, that 
is all that' ... Id't now." Htlle d~lI1g lllall \" speuhing to a 
superiol', he '-,lY"-" Through your h!('s..,JI\g, let me go to 
Glinga:" if to an mferim', he !'d,", " Pray for me, that 
GUllga ma~ rec('ivp me." He then, p€l"hap~, speaks ot' 

hi~ world 1)' troubles: "One thing \ pspectlllg wllich I am 
unea"y is, lll.lve not given in marriage my two daughters: 

" The Hmdoo ferrymen make personq pay ,\ vel Y IlIgh pi Ice for carrying 

dead bodIes across lIVel5 on thClr way to tbe Ganges. 

y J have heard Mtistilrnan boatmen, who ale 110t the most tel1der-hearted 

creatures III the world, I eproach the Hindoos on these occasl(\nl wllh gn:at 

vehemence. 

L Khoorti sIgnifies uncle. The Hilldoos CR.1l one anothel by the names of 

lelations, though there 19 no relationshIp. When two neighbours meet, the 
elder addresses the yonnger by the name of broth'!!r. A younger addresses 

an elder by the names uncle, cIder brother, or graud-father's brother (t'ba-

koor-dada} 
"['2 
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here are also the children for whom I have not been able 

to provide-nor ib there so much as ten roopees for my 
funeral offerjng~ ,-hut }OU are here; do you contrive 
that my fdmlly lllay lIut remain unclean" for want of the 
Uleans of performing thehe lm,t ntes; and see that these 
two daughters are married to the children of good men." 
Tbe other repIte.." " Oh! Khooru! put away these 
thoughts: repeat the nalll(,~ of the gods. " Some other 

}lerbOn says, " Oh! Khooru! Khoorel-"" wishes to come 
and see you: what say you I" He makes a sign for her 

to come; or, be Sd}~, '" I am going-what can i>he do? 
Here arc people to wait upon me bhe will only JUcrease 
t; l ief.'· Some one again addresbcs hUll: Ob! Khooru! 
perform VoiWrilnpP ", III' consents; when the ceremony 
is, performed. 

If the sick per",on "lIould lIe several days by the side 
of the l'i\;el', a number of ceremonies are performE'd for 

the good of his soul: the ..,haHigramu IS brought, and 
hbewn to him, and he i~ assisted in walking rOllnd it se
veral times; salt, clarified hutter, ricp, peabe, oil, cloth, 
hrass vessels, ffiOlWY, &c. ure offered to V,shnoo, and gi
ven to the bramhuns; parts of different pooranu:> arc 
read; the bramhi1ns are fiJaFited, &c, 

While the hick pet<:;on thu .. liel> by the Ganges, if a man 
of some property, he directs a relatIOn, or particular 
fl iend, to send some one to GlIya, to perform the funeral 

• TI~ melubCls of a famIly remam uuclean, aud are cut off from all hopc~ 

ariel death, tIll thh cClemony IS perfoTlllcJ. 
b Kilool eL, aUlIt. 

C 'l'ilat is, verforrn the ceremonies fOT securing l\ p<Uisage across the river 

of death. These ceremoDlet CODsat of certain gifts to VishllOO, as a cow, 

or the nluc of a cow; OF the commutatlou of tbu, a tl'lfhng sum ID kou
ltl s. RJr.t', dautlf:d butter, eke, are also oifcred to Vi2hnoo, 
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rites in his name. Fifty roopees are often expended, 
sometimes thousands, in this work of extricating the soul 
from the Hrndoo purgatory. He next orders, perhaps. 
one hundred roopees to be given to Ilis spiritual guide, 
and if there .. houid be any ornamcnt<; on the hand .. , &c. 
of hIs wife, he giveR part of them to III" Etpi",tn,tl guide'. 
He directs a large FUm to be r"P('llt In the funeral rites at 
llOme; and he giver" a small lot of l.md, and a few roopee'l, 
to some oramhlin, to offer wor"Ilip dally fo thp Jingu in a 
temple willch he has blllit. 1f the perEtol1 IS a shu(jdrii, he 
gives a h'g.lcy to tbe hrdmhull whom lw ha'3 called the 

son of hir" aIm"." He also direct., thp divl'3ion of his pro
perty among 1m clllhiren, m.lJ.ing' a !'eparate allowan!'£' 

for the wldow.-Acconhng to the Tlindoo law, the son" 

have equal shares. 

The' folio" ing 1" pari of a real addre"", made, a few· 
)ears .lgO, b) a dying bralllhli II of SC'rampOl e to Ins elder 
brotht'r: "I h,,\ e bought a plt:'ce of l,md by the "ide of 

the G.wg<'s; yuu Will take ('are that a flight of stE-pC; may 

be bllllt,' and If my widow bhould survive, )OU will che-

rl A Y()Un'llnMllllUll "doPIC(1 hy a ,huI.dru, but not t.l1..cn to \11~ house. 

e [t I~ COII~ld(,1 cd ,I~ au act of gre,'t mCllt, thu~ to ass"t per~on~ In commg 

to bathe III 1 he (l,'"ge, th"'" flrght. of st('I" are tlrer cior e Vcr y flumer ou_ In 

great towns and then ["Nrne!'. FOI luany mrlt>s up thl' rlVcr, 110m Cal

('otta, JUlIlImer <ibk ill"lrt!'> of the',· ~tcps me PI cctl'tI, up ,llId down which the 

Inhabitrlllt~ :l/e '('I lJ a~ce/Hll1Ig .mll dehCcllilJllI!" contJlJuaJJy, but p'pl'claJJy 

rnornlllgs alld cvelJlIlg. at the tlllle of hatllln!!' Bdo\\ the Stc('s, uow(h of 

men, women, ,\1111 c1111drpu, of .111 cast', bath .. , dlld pl'1 fOl m those dally ePIc· 

moni .. !; of thell lcilglOn which me COllnected With ahllltlOlls Seelllg the 

Hlfldoos, at throe tllJl~S, it mIght he Im.lgllled, that they weJ'e a \ery devnut 

race. !lome, WIth thell eyeh dosed, aJ e meditating on tile fOl III of Slnvl1, or 

their guardIan deity, other., with rillsed hanns, are WOr~llll'pH1g the 1.~I11~ 

or setting sun; others eire pourlllg out water to their dc~cased ancestors, 

alld repeatlhg certalll forms of praise or praver, olhers are wa.hlDg til en 

pOlta, &c. Most of tliem, however, mamfesl great InattentIon while I,cr-

IT 3 
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risk.her,/ Two daughter$, very young, will be left; you 
will Re that tile) are provided with e\'ery thing necessary, 
aDd ,give them in marriage to koolecnu brambil.ns;g give 
to each a house, ornftDlents according to custom; a thou
sand r\lopees read) money, a Httle laI1d, &c. You will 
a.\sp perform the ddferent ceremonies!' as usua}." 

",nluDg tn~sc ceremonies The b<llllen go mlo tbe water willi a doth rouud 

t1leir 10108. when up to the breast, th{'y lakt' off thiS cloth, awl wash It ; 

then put it on d:;all1, anrt, aftel eornllIg out of the wa'f! change thiS cloth 

for Qllotiler. lu'taklllf( off the only plete ot cloth tbat co\el~ them, and 

puttIng 011 anothel, though they <lIe SLlIIO,uHle<i WIth number. of people, 

yet they du it in ~u(.h II IDdllller, that 110 olle l~ pllt to the blush. Tu see a 

European I'IOmdl~ walklllg arm ill :\Im with hu hu>b,md, ovclwhelms the 

nellgilh'p~ with D:lt<IIIl,llIlJeut, y .. t fOl Hmdoo wOlllen to bathe WIth the men 
~. to them neltliL'1 IUrieilcate 1101 ImplOpcl. 

I Ttlat is, should bhc not bUill on the funelallHle. 

S NotwltlbtRndlllg tIns I'Tl'dlicctlOlJ fOi l.ooleeu\Js, they are more corrupt 
in theu m.mncrs th~1J any of the Hllldnos, I hale heard of .1 kooleenil 

bramhuD, \\ 110, aCtel m,1I ry IIIg &Ixty-five wives, earned olf alJoLllu man's 

wife, by pel50nlltlllg he! Ilu8baud. Many of the hooli:"lIu, IldlC a 'cry 

,numerous postelity I 't'lett five cxamplcb, tliou'lh they lllll\ht C.I" ly III: 
mUltiplied; Oouilyil-cllulldl ii, a bmmhun, Idte ot BagnR-l'dld, hdd sixty

fhe wives, by whom he had forty-one 5011S, and twellty nyc ddughtere.

Ramli-klullllrli, a bramh\1n, late of KOOllhud'ii, had seventy-two w"eo, thirty. 

two IlCIn". aDd twentY-Revell daughters -VI"hIlOO-1 .lillO, II br,ullhOIl, late of 

Giind'iihi-para, bold sixty wl\e~, twellt}-hvl' ~Oll', .. wi filleclI d,llIglJters.

Gource.dnlrtinu, .. braw','iin , late of T'~III,'e, 11.1(1 fUII)-two WI\Cb, tblrt)'

two lIOns, and sixteen rlaughtcr~.-RuJllak.llll". d Inillllh'iill, late of I1osUdii

l00De~, had t'lghty.two wlve~, eighteen ~OUlj, ,[lid '"ebtv-.I't daughters· 

tlUs mall dl~d dhuu' the yeal 1810, at the d8" ut 8[' yc.Il" 01 UIOle, and WIUI 

JDlUTled, for the last t)Jne, only three ruontli& .befolt! bl~ dCdth. Most of 

tl:\eae mW'llW5t!> are 80ugbt after by 'be lelallOJls of the female, to keep up 

the honoul of tl,elr f~llIeB; and the childrell of these Indfllages Invanably 

JTem/lall WIth their spothers, WId are IIJlllntalllt'd by the relatIOns of theee fe

males: 1!1 SOlJ.I~ caee., a k~~r does Dot know hlB own cblldrcllo 

. lit He bere Blllldes to thef~t:emonie5 of worship, and to tho!!e COD

nected with the public ~II~' Some families celebrate the fflstivaf. of 

K'itlll111, othen thOle of 1\i~ti\oOi-devourinll dllties, DOOrs .. , Kale_, &c. 
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As death approac~eg, tbe rEllations exhort the sick -man, 
if be is a regular Hindon, to repeat tbe names ot Nara
yl1nit, Brtimba, Gilnga, bis guardian deity, and those of 

other gods. It' he is a voishnuvu, they tell him to repeat 
the name of M i1ha-prubhoo, KI i'lhnl', Radha, &c. Tbe 
poor call upon dIfferent deities indi .. criminately. The 
dying man repcats the!'lc name'! as well as he is able; the 
relations vehemently urge him to go on calling upon these 
gods, in which ~bey also .iOI!l him: eight or tcn voices arA;' 
heard at once thus employed. If the doctor iR present, 
and should declare that the patient is on the point of ex
piring,' he tell" them to let him down illto the water up to 
the middle. When there is no doctor, Ills frien'rls attend 

to thIS according to their own judgment. Just before or 

after being thus immerbcd, the) spread the mud of the 
rivel' on the brcabt, &c. of tIle c1ywg man, and with one 
of theil' fingcrf.. wlite on tillS mud the name of ~omc de
Ity; th!')' al~o pour water down Ills throat; shout the 
name., of dlff()L'cnt deities In his ear,;;, and, hy thl5 anxiety 
aftpr hi .. tutu, e happiness, llUrry hlln Into etf'rmty; and, 

in Ohlll} C<l·e", It IS to be teared, prevent reco\<ery, where 
It might redi>Olltlhly bl' f'xpect('d. If the pereon, after 

lying In the water I>OIllf' tillie, "hould not dll', he l,8 brought 
up agam, and laid Oil the bank, and the further progress 
of the dll>e,l!>e is watched by the reI.ltlOn<;. Some persons 

who are carried dowl\ to the Ilver "ld(' I C\ Ive, Ilnd return 
home ag'ulI\, hut scal cPly Ilny instd.llCeS are known of per

sons suni\ 1Il~' after till", half mlmel'!lion in wilter. In 
cases of "lIdden and alal'lnin~ sicI..neso;, many are actually 

j A perple,rm! Cau -The a'f1olo~el' (d{)i\11~1 u), lookiug at a sick liio
doo, say., He I~ uD<l~r lite Illfiul'nct: "" ~~ all eVIl star' he ought to c~le
brate the wOl~lJip of the Qlne plauet~. ;'i..~ \Jra:p1h(U1 exannllC8 lIis cast', and 

~~Y" he is SUffl"llUg for the SUIS of a fO!lnet~ir.~ I thele is no remedy. A f t~~) I 

phy.Jeia,n {~l/l bi. pulse, aod Bays, thiS man Itas a'revcl. be ougllt to t<lk:c 
lome rnclhcioe. 
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murdered by tllese violent means of sending men to Gun
gao If a Hindoo should die in his house, and flot within 
sight of thf> rivf'r, it is considered as a great mi<;fortune, 
and his memory is sure to be stigmatized for it after death. 

It is common, when a near relation iR dead, for the wo

men to go near the corpse, and milkf' a loud and mournful 

crying fOJ' some time. U nder IllIsfortulle~, the H IOdoos 
give themselves up to a boundless ~rlef, havHlg neIther 
strength of mind, nor christian prlllciples, to sene as "an 
anchor to the soul" amidst the storms of Jitp. 

'Vhcrt a woman is overwhelmed with grief for the death 
of her child, sbt> sits at the door, 01' III tilt' hOll"e, or by 
the side of the rivel, and uttf>rs her grIef in some snch 
language as the followlIlg . 

" Ah! my II iiI ee-das! wherl' is he gone I-All! my 
child! my child ! 

" My golden-lm.1ge Ruree-das, who has taken ?-Ah ! 
my child! &c. 

" 1 nourished and reared htm, where is he gone ?-Ah ! 
my chiJd J &c. 

" Take me with thef'-Ah! my child! &c. 
"He played round me like a golden top-Aft! my 

chIld! &c. 
" Like his face I never saw one-Ah! my child! &c. 
"Let ~re devourtbe eyes ofmf'nk-Ah ! my clllld! &c. 
" The infant continually called Ma! Ma! (Mother! 

Mother!) Ah! my child! &c. 

k Wlteh people saw the child'th1!J' ~aid-" 0 \\hat .1 finp ch ltd! what a 

beautiful child I" &c. 'fo the evU'~ye~, or dps"e~, of hel Ilt',chbollrs abe 
attrloute! the loss of herldsUd:AIld ahe therefore prays, that, .15 fue catches 
the thl1tclJ. aud consumes the hou!c, 50 the eyes of, these people may be 
burnt (Jut. 
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"Ab! my cbild; saying Ma! come into my lap-Ah ! 

my child! &c. 
" Who shalJ now drink milk :-Ah ! my child!" &c. 

After she lias lamented in this manner for some time, 
perhaps a female comes, and, putting the end of ber gar
ment on thE' mouth of the mother, tnes to comfort her, by 
using those arguments willch a state of heathenism sup
plies: as, " Why do )OU wpep ? Why de'ltloJ your health? 
If the child had been de'>lgned to be your", It would not 
have died. This Ib the frill t of clu 1111 cn: they come to 
give us sorrow: they come not tn be"to\V pl ... ,,,ure What 
did the mothpr of Ramu-KfI"llIIu do? Did she get ber 
son back ~ Two of tlle ~OJlS of buch il great man died; 
WaE, he able to brmg them back? If cr) IlIg would do, why 
cry alone i Halfa dozen of us would come, and assist 
you .• Perhaps, in a former birth, ~Oll stole somebodfs 
cluld, and now your own IS gone. You set the highest 
value on him, anJ then·fore )OU wf'ep; but If he had 
been worth an} thIng, he would not ha'\e left you.-Go 
-go into the hOll<.e, and comfort tho<o;e who are left. He 
was not your 80n; but an enemy; he has only brought 
sorrow upon YOIl. You ha\'e ueglected no means of 

keeping hIm alive. Why then mourn? Go, repeat the 
name of your guardJan deity; that will do you good 
hereafter ·Why weep for him ?" 

To this the mourner replies: " Ah ! mother! the heart 
does not receive advice. Was thzs a child to be forgotten? 
His forehead contained the marks of kingship. Ah! my 
child !-Since it was born, the 1Da,~ter never staid in the 
house: he was always walking ibout with the child in 
his arms."-She now, perhaps, ~8 out again\i more 
violently-" Who shall now stay in my lap ?-Ah! my 
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cllij,U JIlt ohild I" &e-P,oor womeJl O()t unfrequently 
hr-Qut iu v~ement exclamations against the god YR· 
m4, (death) a "A.b! 'thOU wretch Yilmil! Was this in 
thy mind l", 

If it is 8 grown up son whose death is thus lamented, 
the. mother dwells on the support which such a son was to 
tite family, as, 

'f Our support is gone-Ah! my child! my child! 
~"Now, who will bring roo pees h-Ah! my child!" &c. 

When a grown up daughter mourns for hel"mother, she 
does Win some such strains as these: 

~,,~ M«Jther, where is she'gone ?-Ah! my mother! my 

mother I 
" You are gone, but what have you left for me ?-Ah! 

my mother! &c, • 
" Whom shall I now call motber, mother ?-Ah ! my 

m&t.her! &e. 
""Where ahall I find such a mother ~-Ah I my mo

ther!" &c. 

t1!hese lamentations for the dead are often so loud, as 
to.H beard a great way off. Sometimes thE'y are accom
paDied by- tearing the hair, beating the forehead, and 
rolliDg from side to side, as though in great agonies. 

lU1tQedi~~dely after the person is dead, and in many ea
ses . befu're this takes place, preparations are made to 
burn. body.! I have Seen the wood lying by the side 

I The banllng of tire body iI.one of the tint reremonies which the Hin. 

l1/J01, pe.m , f01 the help o(tlM dW in a future btale. If the ceremoay 

hal not .... tteaUed tOJ Ule,_fdge to the maDel, &C. cannot be perform
ed. U l\. pet'I01l,._ 110 pooi-'-i~ to 'be able to provide wood, clotb, clari~d 
_utter. rice, water-pans, aad other tbings, beside tlle fee to the priest, be 
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of *he sick persoe while be w.a.etillliving. The persOn 
being dead, his son 'take. up water, in a new pot, 
and, while tbe Pl'ieitl)\ reads the p1'Oyer, puts linseed and 
toolsee If-aves into the water, and, after anointing the 
body with clarified butter, pours it on his father's head, 
88 a kind of ablution'. This is accompamed by a prayer 
to the dIfferent holy rivers, that they may comp into this 
pan of wdler, and th,ll the deceased may have the merit 
of havlIIg been bilthcd III them all. Then the son, throw
ing away the old clothes, puts llew 'Ones upon the corpae, 

one of' which is folded, and placed on the body as a poita. 
Oue of the relalIol1A 1I0W digs a holf in the earth, over 
wluch the wood 1" 1atcl: ,about .'300Ib. of wood is sufficient 

to consume a blllgie Lody. 'l'he rICh throw sandal wood, 
on accollnt of I b fragrancE', among tfu:' other wood of the 
funerul pile, and a poor man endeavours to procure a 
Ilttll' CI.IIl/Jeu butter, and Imllan pltcb,are also poured 
upon t he wood; upon which a new plcce of cloth is 
spread, <lnd III lim; doth the body is wrapped, and plaaed 
on til(> pilI', wIlh the face downward", If a man, and the 
reverb!' Ii a woman; the head being laId towards the 
north, ,md the leg" placed under the thighs, A trifle of 
gold, or copper, 110 brought in contact with the mouth, 
nostnh, t!) es, and ~ar.s; and after this, boiled rice, plan-

must beg ,IIUOlIg hiS uClghbours. If the bod) IS tbrown into the nyer. or 

burnt, Wlllwut tb., accustomed ceremomes, at a future-tlll\(: tllecercmoDI.e8 

IIlay Ii( I~el h'lllIt'd uver .III Image of tbe deceased persOIl made of t~e.blilde~ 

of koo,hil gl "'~s 

sa SOllie Ii, rllllhUII8 are employed by ahuodnls In J'epeatIDS tile prayer. (01 

the dead, lint they ale greatly despised • 

.. "Thcl c were .tbulldauce of present. thro\vn into tbe fatal ~. of 

several sorts these C01l818ted, for the ~OIt Jllll'l, of ooetlY pr1Il~le and 

perf8mea, thrown 011 tbe body III it bumerl."-K~I/lftt·, lJolllCl_ A.tlqu'· 
,~l'.) vol. 1, p. 357, 
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taina, clarified hutter, sugar, honey, sour curds, seeds of 
the toolsee, &c. are offered in a ball to the deceased, re
peating his name and £'lmily. The heir-at-Iaw thelllights 
some straw, walks round the pile tbree- times, With face 
averted,p and touche~ the mouth of the deceased with the 
fire; after wlucb, fhose prescnt set the pile on fire all 
round. At this time, the heir present!" a prayer to the 
TPgent of fire, that, whether the deceased commllted Sin, 

or practised religion; sinned knowmgly or unknowingly, 
he would, by hiS energy, COllbume with the body aU Its 
sins, and bestow on the deceased final happllless. The 
fire bllrns about two hours; the smell ib extremely offen
Rivp when no pitch h used. Three or four relatIOns gc
nerall.Y per'form tlllS labt office for the dead. When the 
body i" partJy burnt, It may bO happen that some bony 
parts have unavOlu,luly fallen on the side. Thebe, toge
ther with the "cull, are carefully gathered, beaten hJ pie
ces. and cono;umed; yet th£'y "<1), that the part about the 
navel, for two or three mches, is never cOllsumed, but is 
always to be found after the l'e"t of t11e body i:" burnt. 
This IS taken up, rubbed in the muil, and thrown, as far 
as possible, mto the river. The HlOdoo who related 
these facts, assured the author, that when lie aSslbted to 
burn the body of his father, this was actuall} the case. 
He added, WJtbout the least apparent concern, that the 
burning made a noise like the frymg or fat, and that when 
he beat 'his father'b skull to pieces, to be reduced to ashes 

(J "At the funemls of the emperOl", or I enowned generals, as 600n dS the 
wood was hgllted, the soldiers, aud all the company, made.1 solellln course 
three hmes roul1d the p,le, to allOW theil' a/fLctJon to the deceased; of 
which we have numerous examples ill lllstory."-Kennett. 

P <I The next of blood perfOlmed the celenlony ofhghting the pIle; whIch 
they d.d \\'Ith a torch, turning theIr face all the while the other way. as If it 
was daDe out of necessity, and 110t Wllllllgly."-lliid. 
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with the other bones, it contained a very large quantity 
of melted fat. At the close, the lleir, taking seven sticks, 
a span long, in hi" hand, walks round the pile seven times, 
throwmg onf' of tlw sticks on the fire at each circumam
bulation; and then heate; the fire with the hatchf't seven 
times. Water IS now brought, the whole place ,washed, 
and a gutter cut in the ground, that the water from the 
funeral pile and the Ganges may uOite. They then fill a 
pot with water, cover it with an earthen plate, and put 
upon the plate Cight kourees. They afterwards, with the 
handle of the <;pade, hrcal{ thil> pot, "pI]) th!" water, and 
then, crymg TI uree-htll, or huzza! they depart. 

The persons who have burnt the dead become unclean, 
and cannot r!"tufIl to their houses till thf'y have batbed. 
After r,having. bathing, and putting on new garmf'nts, one 
of which i'l twisted hl .. e a rope, or a pOIta, the h('ir at law 
goes home Yet a ~on cannot e,\t or drink on the day of 
hiS father\, fUIIE'ral. Before they who have hurnt the 
dead go into the house, they toueh some nrc, prl"pared 
and placed at the dOOI' for th(' purpose; they put their 
hand on the fire, take tli!" bitter l!"afofthe lime tree, chew 
it, and Spit It out again. Ncar relatlOns put on new 
clothe!", take oifthE'lr necklaces, refl'alll from combing their 

hair, anointing thetr bodi('s, carrying an umbrella, rjding 
in a palanqueen, or wearmg "hoes or a turban. These 
and othl'r actions arc llltelJded as signs of an unclean 
state, as well .IS of a time of sorrow. 

Many of the poor merely burn the body, without any ce
remony. Those who canoot afforcl to buy wood, perfumes, 
&c. throw the body into the river, or fasten it in the 
earth with a stake and a cord by the side of the hver, or 
tic a pan filled with water to the body, and sink it. The 
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&tH1ies of tJiose' who lea ve ~o heirs, but have left· property, 
, . 

ale tinrnt, but DO one can put fire to the mouth, or per~ 
('*In any other funeral ceremo~y, except that of merely 
bU1'ning the body. It is considered as a great misfortune, 
to have no male ~ femaleq relation to perform the last 
oliees' (or the dead. The practice of throwing dead bodies 
il'Jto the river, is, in many place'",. a dreadful nuisance, 
IW, in case a body should 60~t to the side of the river 
and remain there, it will continue to intect the whole 
neighbourhood, tiJI the vultures, dogs, jackals, and other 
animalfl, have devoured it. The throwing of dead bodies 
and other filth, into the river, mak{'s the Ganges, in the 
neighbourhood of Ialge towns, resemble a common sewer. 
SCif1, bowP\'er, the natives drmk It with the greate!.t ap
petite, bathe in it cvel'y day, to cleanse both then' bodies 
and Rouls, and carry It to an immense distance, as the 
greatest imaginable tl'easure. 

Sometimes, through the want of wood, the body is not 
quite burnt, when the remains are collected, and thrown 
into the river. 

If a person dles under an evil star, a ceremony is pel'~ 
rormed to remove the eVlI consequences of thIs III regard 
to bis future happiness. In tIus ceremony, a hllrlll-~aCrl
fiee with clarified butter is offered, and the wor'shlp of 
Visbnoo, Yilmti, Ugnee,Shivu, SooryfI, Vayoo, and other 
gods, it! performed. 

Among some classes of voishniiviis, when a perllon is 
eAriied'to tbe river side, on the approach of death, he is 
preceded' by "(Jng~ and music I have heard of a HlIldoo 

, A wife 01' a daughtl'r rodY pel form tilt' ('Ill eroobles for the de4d, but they 
are Dot conllldered as so meritorioull as wbeu performed by a lon, 
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at Calcutta who, in the last stages of his illness, was pre-
ceded, in this jOl1rney to the river, by a hundred large 
drums, and a great number of friends, singing, "Chela 
goes, conquering death." 

'fhe yogees, a cldSS of Hindoo weavers, bury their dead; 
sometimes they bury their widows nIh·e.r The mendicant 
voishntivll& (vOlragees) also, bury their dead by the side 
of the Ganges, or near the tool usee plant, or in a house, 
placing some salt in the gra\'e, and sometimes planting 
the toliisee upon it. They bury, the corp&e in a sitting 
posture; place too]i1see leaves in the nostrils, eOTs, eyes, 
mouth, &c.; write the name of Kri&hnu on the arms, 
neck, ereast, forehead, and otber parts of Ule body; en
circle the neck with a tolusec bead roll, and a garland of 
flowers, and fill up the grave, amid!lt songs, and the sounds 
of music. 

The burning of the hody, and the ceremonies accom
pan)ing it, arc considered as neces'>ary to a person's bap
pmess after death. The regular Hindoos do not regard 
the burying of their dead, even by the bide of the Gauges, 
as equally meritorious with burning the body; which IS 

supposed to be purified by passmg through tbe fire . 

• 
SECT. X.-Remarks OIl the tendency of the Hi1ldoo 

Institutions, Gnd on the moral state of the natives. 

TH E unvarying customs of the Hindoos, in proportion 
to their antiquity, must necessarily possess a powerful in-

, For all account 01 tbia practice, ~ee vol. Il. page 110. 



fiuence upon the morals and genend conditioJl of this 
people. Without entering at large into their nature, the 
author wil5hes to c.onc.lu.de this volume with a few obsel'Va .. 

tions. 

The early maT'l"iages of the Hindoos claim our 6rst at
tention. AdnJlttmg that many well.founded objections 
may be made to deff>rring this union too long. still nature 
seems to requIre, that the parhes bhould he oill enough to 
nourish, educate, and govern their offspring, which can 
hardly be the ca~e, where marriages are contracted at the 
age of twelve or fourteen. To these premature m81Tiages 
we are undoubtedly to attribute the general appearance 
of old age in tbe personf. of Hindoo women before they 
have reached even the mendlan of life. Another more 
serious objection to thIs custom, arises from the number 
of persons left in a widowed state before the consumma
tion of the marriage; for, after the performance of the 
ceremony, the girl, being in many cases too young, remains 
with her father for one or two years, and there perhaps 
becomes a widow,-and as widows are prohibited from 
marriage, she is almost invariably drawn into forbidden 
paths. I am not prepared to speak to the probable 
Dumber of these infant widows, but am assured, by un. 
suspected, because unsuspecting, witnesses, that they are 
very numerous. 

To this unfeeling custom is to be added another, still 
more barbarous, and which falls upon the whole body of 
females, that of denying them even the least portion ot' 
edaeation '; the most direful calamities are denounced 
against ih~oman who 'shall dare to aspire to tIle dan
gerous'1rre-eDlinence of being able to read and write. 
Not a fJipgle female seminary exists among the Hindoos; 



aud -pO!!llibly .ot twenty fE-malej:l, blest with the common 

rudiments ofeveq Hi~doo learning, are to be founr! among 

as Dlauy milhons. How greatly "must a nation suffer 
from this barbarous sy!>tem, whLch ~ms one half of the 

immortal beiJlgs it contains to a 8tat~ 'of brutal igno

rance 1 

This deficiency ill the'education and information of fe

male!> not ollly prevE'nts'the!f becomtng agreeable £ompa:" 
nions to thejr husbands, but renders them incap"ble of 

formmg the minds ,of thelf children, and of giving them 
that instructIOn which lays the foundatIOn offuture excel. 

lence: by which tender o~cres, Elil opean mothers bE-come 
greater benefactors to the age HI which they lIve, than all 
the learned men with which a country eeln be blessed. 

To tliis we n1ight add, that from the education of 
the uther sex at'e excluded even the simplest elements of 
gpography, a!.tronomy, natuml hi~tory, and every por

tion of IU<;tOT).-lt might be pmJ~Il>le, however, by se
curillg the co-opprallOJI and influence of learned 
natives, to prevail u pOll the ma"ters of native schools to 
introduce the elemental y prlllclples ot'sclence', as additions 
to their praent plan of educatIOn, were proper books 
prep.ned, and promises held out of rewards to such 
as ~hould send to the Magi~trate of the district proofs of 
proficiency ill these parts of eleme'ntary knowledge. 

The exclusion of fem~les from every public and social 
circle, iR iHlother lamentable blemish in the ei vii institll~ 
tlOns of the Htndoos; for who will deJ\~, that to the COfDoo 

pany of the fair sex we are to attribute very mOth 'of the 
politeness and urbanity which is found in tbe mandel's of 
modern times amongst European naUQDS?, 

1"OL. Ill. x 



But the Hindoos not only deny to tlfei .. females the ines
timable benefits of education; even "thejr legislators 
direct, that they shall be kept in a state of the most com
plete depression: taus the divine Miinoo;" Women 
have no business' with the text of the veou; thus is • 
the law fully settled; having, therefore, no evidence of 
law, and no ,knowledge of expiatory textE, sinful women 
must be as foul as falsehood itself; and this is a fixed 
role. Through their pas"ion for ruen, their mutable tem
per, their want of settled affection, and theIr pel verse 
nature, (let them be guarded in tl1l8 world ever so well) 
they soon become alienated from thell' husbands. Munoo 
allotted to such women a love of tltCIl' bed, of their scat, 
and of ornament, Impure appetites, wrath, weak flexihi
lity, del!ire of mi"clllef, and bad conduct. Day and lIIght 
must women be held by theIr protectors in a state of 
dependence." 

The permission of pol~gnmy, and the ease With which 
a man may put away his WIfe,' mu&t be 11iglJly unfdvour

able to the intere~ts of "irtue, and contribute greatly 
to the universal corruption of the peoplC'. It is on I) ne
cessary for a man to call bls wire by the name of mother,' 
and all connubial intercourse is at an end ~ 'this is the 
only bill of dlvo) cement reqUIred. 

The Hindoos not only seize many of their widow", and 
burn them alive: but the perpetual degradation and starva-

• n A barren wife may be I!uperaeded by another III tlle eighth yeal ; she 

whOile chIldren are all dead, III the tenth; she who brmgs forth only daugh

ten. ill tbe eleventh j she who speaks unkIndly, WIthout delay."--MunoQ 

• A pet'Bon who may be an occa:nonal viSItor, lIot unfrequeDtlyaddr('ssc! 

himself ill this mannel' to the females of the family. as a pledge Cor the runtr 
ei his bt'b'viour. 
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tion to which those'widows are reduced whom they permit 
to Jive, sinks them below many oftbe most savage tnbes. 

Domestic slavery, which is very common in India, how

ever mild, surely demands the reprehelUlion of every In

dividual who has a ptoper idea of tlle dignity of human 
°nature.-In some parts of India, children are as much an 

article ofsl,lle a,s goatA or poultry. 

The divisIOn of the wllale population into dLfferent 

casts, is prf-judicial, in the hig-he'!t de~rt·t', to tllf' general 
happillet-.'!: it is not the creation of ddfprt'nt orders 
founded on mt'r1t, propprjy, &c. ,,,,filch ~tdl It'av(',;; all the 

social and uellev(llent tef'llngfot In tlllCOII .. trallied opel allOn, 
but the ell .. t ha'l a!l tilt' effect which the pn:Jtldlce .. of the 
Jews a~'IIII.,t the S,lInarit.lll" had "How 110; It, that thou, 

being a Jew, a"kc"t drill I, of lilt' who alii a woman of 
SamarIa~" If; howevf'r, till" 11I..,lltlltlOll Cllllllot ilL' changed 

by a summary law, sun·ly, In U Cdse bO deeply .Jffecting 
the hupplnes8 of the go\erned, the whim or elln\lt~ of an 
individual 'ihoulu not \)p ppi mltted tll brillg UpOIl a per"ou 
a dlb\l..,ier wnr .. e than death: .,urh a Sf'ntpllce, one would 
think, shollld procppu from !;ome regular ami acknow
ledged authority, In comequence of all offence clearly 
defined and ascf'll.unt'd. 

The hOIlOllfR, next to divine, claimed by the bramhiins, 

e\-en where the character of the clallnanl IS notoriously 

infamous: and the (h'gmdatlOn of three-fourths of the 
Hindoos, uHder the name of ",h50,lrli>l, muy well awaken 

the compas~ion of every bene\'olent indlvlduaJ.-Such are 

the blemi"he., in the Social In~litutiolls of 'this people , 
operating on the grf'at mass of the population so as to 
r~duce them to the lowest possible state of degradation. 

~2 



~ 

The habitations oftbe Hindoo'i are higMy unf'aYOtlrilWe 
to health, especially during the wet ,and cold seasons~ 

a5 the people hal'e nothing but a thin mat betwjxt them 
and the cold damp. earth during' the hours of .tepMe. It 
is '\ery common -also to makp. R large pit by the side of the 
bouse, with the earth drawn from which the willIs Bre 
formed; the~e pita, being filled with water during the 
rams, contribute greatly to the unwholesomeness of the 
dwelllDg-bouse. To this we might add, that vast .num
hers who travel to festivals are obliged to sleep on 
the bare ground at mght, expo"ed to all the lnclemencies 
of the weather. To these circumstances, addpd tonnllub. 
"tantia1 diet, some of the most d?lIgerous diseases of the 
country hre perhaps to be attributed. 

The llghtne.ss of the Handoo dress must a1&0 add, in the 
cold season, not only to the misery of the poor, but to the 
Dumber of the afHictcd: the eagerness of the poor to ob
tain shreds of coarse woollen cloth to cov€'r their head!;, 
and theIr ~f'lWI at dlshke of the cold beason, prove that 
they sulfer much from the cold. 

The impertectton of theIr medical system, and the 
ignorance and rapacity of the quacks who bear the cha
Ydcter of phYSICHIIl", greatly adds to the general miioery -
It lVoutd surely be an act of phildntbropy to improve the 
medical knowledge of the Hindool5: and this might he 
e .. ~ly done, by instituting a college at Calcutta, for the 
instruction of the medical chiss; and by dIsseminating, in 
thb native languages, Europeall ideas on the nature 
of diseaSl,!Ij a.nd their remedies, p~inting- out, at the sllme 

iimc, the ab¥urdities in the lImdoo practice. 

l'i or can I avoid suggesting, thltt, while the plan of 
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perniog the Hiodoos by tbeir own laws is maintained, 
it w~Dld surely ~e a great benefit bestowed-on thttm, were 
such improvements from thl;" Engl ir;,h ciVil and cruninal 
laws incorporated with th~lrs as are most l>uited to their 
condition, and to the Improved sttlte of SOCIety. To ,",up
pose that the Hindoos would be oifended at thl';, would 
manifest a deficiency of knowledge respl:'ctlllg the nature 
of Hindoo prejudices, wInch J ~hould pc sorry 10 a .. ccibe 
to any person who has been twelve month., in IndioJ. 

The heavy expenses attendi"n!{ marriageI', as well as 
those inClined at the ceIeiH"atloli of tJle nteE. for the repose 
of the dead, in thOUSUlUh, of llIblance .. lllvoh'lng lhe lower 
orders 111 debts tlH'Y are lIever aule lo dt~charge, are al~o 
great obstructions to the progre~s of the H II1doos in civi
lization, 

The general practice of borrowing, even among the 
poor, and that at a most enormous llItere~t, {as high as 
30 per cent.) is a hea"y tax on industry, and keeps 
the lower ol'der!" in a state of wretched dependence. 
A Hindoo filcldom makes prOVi&iOll for the future: he bor
rows to !:mpply hlS most common wants, and then evades 
payment as long as he pOSSibly can. 

The great number of feasts In the Hmdoo calendar, 
the tlllle consumed in pilgl'lmage'l,u and the burden of 
swarms of mendicants, resemblmg armies of locllsts, 
gTeatly tend to increase the poverty of the lower orderb. 

Tbe long interval .. which commonly take place between 

" 'flte Dum her of females who go 011 pilgrimage, or attend festha!s, ill to 

t~e nuwber oC malea as tl.llee to ooe, (If eveD mOI'e. 
X 3 
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their meals, appear to be highly injurioos to the health of 

the people. 

The removal of the dying to the banks of the Ganges, 
the '\"oluntary immolations at places the resort of pilgrims, 

Bod the burn in/{ of widows alive, entail so mlloh misery 
on the Hmcioo race, that e~('ry humane heart ;s rent in 
piece;; whE'npver ~e6e horrible practicE'S are hrought into 
poblic notice. The great success "111('11 hdf. attended the 

bene1'olent exertions of GOl-Cl oment 111 certam eases, 

encourage" us to hope, that the bund of mercy WIll, soon
er or later, hpal the wound8 of a country blpeding at 
p,\'eory P01'C fmm the fdOgS of supel'~htlQn.-TheRe cruel~ 

ties cao have '"0 Iiltlc ~aodlon from an,Y form of rehgion, 
are so abhorrent to ever.Y human feellllg, anrl have in 
some instances beel] prevented with so much ease, that 

one can scarcply forbear wi"hlllg, thdt more may be done 
to prevent such plam VIOlations of the duties men owe to 
themselves and to society. 

The practice of burning the dead tends very much to 

blunt the feelings of the livmg; and the rn£>thod of doing 
it, presents u striking contrast to the rl''' p£>ct and tender 
feelwg cherl-.hed III hurymg the d£>ad among Chrj"tians: 
in the Hindoo fun('rals, no children or relation ... are seen 
weeping over' the pile; the on))' per),on~ prebent are two 

01' three men, wit,h bamboo" in theIr hand!', to kN'P the 
limbs and bones on the fire, and to f.lcJiitate thf'it' de
struction: even the ashes are washed away, or thrown 
into the Ganges, not leaving a velOtige that can remind 
the living of their deceased fru'nds i-the place where the 
dead .re burnt is not a grove of cyprees adorned with 

mOfttt.alents, but the common receptaclE' for whatever of
fends the sight. 
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It is, however, but justice to tbe Hindoos, to mention 
certain of their institutions which would do honour to 
any country: 

Many rjch men allow pension., to learned Hindoos, to 
enable them to teach the shastrus to other!;; and aUlearn
ed teachers instruct youth gratis, as an act of merit, though 
in general their rich neighbours amply reward them. 

Dirging pools of watf'r for puhllc use j 1<; a great bles
sing; and the mah.ing of roads, though liullted to the 
dIrection of sacred pl.lcPc;, and intended onl~ for the 
accommodatIOn Qf pilgrIm", is still of con~lderable utilIty. 
-Ho~pitaltty to travf'lIers IS a national chal'acteril>tJc, 
nnd deserve's every praise: a traveller ib sure to find an 
asylum and entertainment in a privdte hOIl~e, at any vIl
lage where he may happen to arrlve.-The erection of 
houses adjoining the flights of steps descendmg to the 
Ganges, to ~helter the poor and sick, IS another act of 
compdssion, which refleds hOIlour on the Hindoo nation; 

though thIS, and simllar institutIons, arIse out of the 6U

perstItion of the country, and cannot r.lirly be ascribed 
to benevolent feelings.-The plantlDg of orchards, and 
trees for shade, and giving water to travellers on public 
roads during the sultry months, deserve also similar com
mendatIon, 

Notwithstanding the counteractiDg influence of tbe 
cast, formal agreements of friend!oohip, even between 
bramhuns and shoodrus, are very common, Whf'n these 
agreements are made, the partIes chouse a name by which 

to call each other, as biindhoo, moitru,x sangat~,Y &c.; 
they present to each, and sometimes to tbe families of 

.. Friend. Y CompaDlon • 

x4 



Soeh~, .. uits 'Of .tbEHI,· and make feaste for each ~t. 
Pereom going to the ~mple of 'ligtlnnnt'ltl1, in Orisea, 
80metimes make agreements offriend\lbip there, and ra~ 
tify them by presenting to eaeh .other the sacred food, the 
orts of Jllgilnnat'hn. When two females thus Jom iu 
friendsbip,Jtbey,caIl each other soi,' or vilkoolil·phoolu, 
or miikl1ril,b or dekhlini1-hasee/ &c. These friendships, 
though often suddenly formed, spring from mutual at
tachment. 

The concern of the Hindoos to secure happiness after 
death is very strong and general; and, however inade
quate to au~wer the important ends ot~ salvatIOn, tllOse 
numerous acts of superstition nJily be to whIch they are 
exeited by this concern, thes.e ach" many of them .. 'ery 
expensive and palOful, shew a Rohcitude about an after
Mate which may put to the blush many proleBsed cbris
tians. 

The author now proceE'ds to offer a few remarks on the 
moral state of the Hindoos) though he IS aware of the 
diftieultles of describing the character of a whole people, 
amongst whom a thOU!!Bnd varieties and shades of diffe

rence must exj"t. 

It may be proper to observe, in the first place, that 
thoogb the Hmdoos are tolerably quick of apprehenslOl), 
mild,d communicative, and polate; we are not to look 

-,. 
< .. This wOld IlItIIDiites, tbat they will each coosellt to wlJat tht' olhel pro-

pOses. 
• The 1l0wer of the vnkoolli. b A 818U of tbe zo<hac. 

,,' n.OM.lutimatt'li. tb«t",tlloe I,ght of each ()~ber will produce laugbter .. 

, a f~ 1;ete to be uuderetll'>cl" all &peakiDg of t1e 'HhlelOO8, and \!lot of 
MlI.lt1lmAlla, who, in tWII COIHItry, anewer too nearly to tbe de!el'lptioD wbk:h 



amcibg thetn fdr the solid virtues, as integl'ity,'liumanity, 
truth 01' generosity, The cast confine" all theH' social 
feelings within its- own circle, A generous man is a social 
being, but how can a person possess social feelings, when 
be is cut off fl'om the great bulk of his fellow creatures, 
and forbidden to eat, or drinli, or smoke wiib them, on 

pain of total degradatIOn? 

If love oC country be a virtue, we are hardly to expect 

it amongt:lt a people who lhlve b"en so long governed by 
tht'lr conquerol'S; the Hmooo'l are attached to th€' place 
of their birth, like other natloll~, hut, be)ond tIlls, they 

know notlllng of, patrlOtl!>lll. Nor al e "(' to loob amongst 

them fOl' any of the virtues which sprmg from the enJoy
ment of liberty, and from tho~e benflvolent institutions 

which owe their eXll!tf'nce to the mfluE.'nce of Chri .. tianity. 
India cont • .lIns no II IIIdoo hO~pltal'i for the sIck and the 
msane, no im,tItutlOn~ fur the rt'hef of the poor ane! unfor

tunclte, 110 chanty school." flO bellevolent socIeties of any 

kind; nor do the popuLtr IllstItutlOn." or the established 

superstItion, contalll any olle operaflve principle capable 
of Improving the moral conulLIolI of the people. How' 
then can it be expected. that the HHldoos should be vir

tuous? 

The author of a .. ketch of the state of British India, 

IiIpeaklllg of the JJint\c)()s, say ... , ' Illstance~ of,fillal d~ 
dlence are said seldom to occur;' ~ their womell are dis

tingui:.hed by a fidelity to their VOW$, whJ(;h would po 
I,ollour to the sex in the most Civilized natlOnii,' p. 53, 

.Mungo P,uk has given of the l\l\1;i\!mnns ID Aflica He "ho has read 

!"arII', account of bill treatlllellt by All lit Benown, will, t af'P1Welld, see 
tM pjetore of a Milhomctau in OI'el'J part of IIJe world, !ke Pn'l Travels. 

-1'4i' ~21. &c, 
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N~, it so-happens, that in no respect whatever are the 
Ilindoo manners more deficient Ihan in filial obediencc:', 
and conjugal fiJelity. The Hindo08 feel, indeed, a very 
strong attachment to their children, but they are exceed
jngly neglectfull of early (li'lcipline: and hence disobe
dience to parent .. I., provel'hlal to a shodIng deg'rel'. Hin
doo lads, e~i)Ccially nmong the poor, make no hesitation 
in grossly abUSing both father and mother. It is a £1ct 
which greatly pt'rplexes many of the well informed Hm· 
doos, that nohl'ith.,tandmg the wives of Europeans are 
seen in EO mUll! mIxed cornpanie;;;, they remain cha!';te; 
while their wive", though continually seclu(h,d, watched, 
and l'Cilet1, fife iO nolorlOusly corrupt. I recollect the 
observation of a gentlemaJl \\ ho b.ld Jivpd nearly twenty 
)cars 10 Bengal, anJ who~e opinions <HI such a suhJect 
demand the l\lgh(,~t regal d, that the ir!fidclll!l of the Ilitt
doo women was so great, that he scarcely thought there'LJas 
(I stngle 11Istance (If a 71Jife 'who had been alwfl!js fazlh{ul to 
her Illlsband. 

, The acknowledgempnt of Hamu-nat'hu, thp f'£'cond 
Silngskritil pUndit in the colleg~ of I"ort WIlliam, allu
ding to the lasci viou~ cbaracter of the god K rishn u, th:It 
, almost every house III Calcutta, and other large towns, 
contained a Kri"hnu,' exhibits prptty plainly the "tate of 
the public morals. The number of houses of Ill-fame in 
Cakutta is almo"t incredIble. Indeed, such is the licen
tious eharactel' of tbi;; peep]!', tbat, notwithstanding all 
the terrors of the cost, thousands of bramhilns Jive l\'ith 

"'Varier and MUt;ulman women. Some yearb ago, one of 
\ tbe Hindoo raja.;, of the ksh11triJI1 cast, retained an En

glish concubine; and afterwardf> lmd a family by a Mil
Iilkoan 1!0ftUln, whose sons were Invested with the poita, 
Itnt weie aU married to Hindoos. This womBn had a se-
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parate bouse, where the raja visited her; she wora¥pped 
idols, bad a bralRbi'in for her spiritual guide, and another 
for her priest; and all the Hindoos around partook of the 
food which had been cooked in the house:,> of this WOman 
and her cllildren, so that thousands of persons, according 
to the &trict Jaws of the shastru, forfeited their casts. In 
all the large tow liS, us Calcutta, Dhaka, Patna, Moor

shiidUbad, &c. many rich 1-110<1009 live with Miisiilman 
concubines; and, amongst the lower orders, this intermix
ture of the casts for iniquitous purposes IS shU more ge
neral. 

The Him10os, in their commonl.mguage, have no word 
for' thank you,' and gratitude itself appears to maJ..e no 
part of their virtues; for the greatest benefits conferred 
very rarely meet with even the least acknowledgment. 
I llave knowll European phY'llclans perform the most ex
traordinary cures on the bodies of the nath'os gratUitous
I}, with scarrely a !>olit.u·y instance ofa sIngle individual 
rcturDllIg to acknowledge the fayour. 

The natives are full of extral'agant flattery, and tIle 

most fulsoItle panegFic. It is really cunous to see the 
contrast betwf'en the bluntness of an enlightened Euro
pean orAmerican, and the smooth, easy, aild e,ven dIgnified 
polish of these naked II iudoos. On proper occasions, 
their condust is truly graceful; and perhaps they may not 
improperly be ranked among tIle politest nations on earth; 
yet, it is equally true, that, where a Hmdoo feels tbat he 
is Buperiol' to a foreigner, in wealth or power, he is too 
often the most insolent fellow on earth. 

Connected with this defect in the Hmdoo cbaracteT, is 
their proneness to deception and falsehood. Perhaps 



BJSTOR¥~ LITERATURE, &c. [PAllT U. 

this 19 the vice of all effeminate nationR," while blunt bo

nesty'; a~d stern illtegnt~, are mo~t common in climates 

where melT are more robust. It is llkewi:.c certain, tl1at 

people ill a state of' IOcntal bondage' are IlW"t decCitful : 
and th'lt fdl~ehl)od j., mo~t dpIp:,ted h) men in n f'tatc of 

manly indepe nd(,lIc('. A II Eng II"h -",llJor, hone\ er "icious 
ill other reo-.p('ct~, scm II" 10 lake refuge ill a falsehood: 
but the Hmdoo." lI\J1t.lt IlIg the goch.;, and encouraged by 
the sllastru, which adllll(s of PI'\.''' al icaiion in cases of ne· 

ce!>slty, arc llo1onOll.,ly addicted to f~llsehood, \\ henever 

their fear", their rIJP\(ht~, or thpJf prid(', pr(,bent the temp
tation, 'I'he author h,b hef\) Ii llllH]oo," of all ranks dl'c1arc, 

that it waG impo~Hhle to tl . .lII'>,ld hU',lIw,,:, with a stnct 

udherence to tJ uth~ and th.ll f,il"l·hood. on f,uch orC,bIOlI", 

would not hl' uotlLeo III ,1 futlll e "tatt', At oth{'1 tllnet-, they 
plOfesio to ha n' tht, o!: r('.J t(';.t ahho\l'em e or 1) IIlg, and 

quote those pllrtb or their .,h,I ... 1I Ib \\ Illch pro\lIlHt thiS 
vice, with every appedl'anCC of cun~ue/l [IOU" \lid Ig lI,tlWD. 

Tbey are very litigious and 'luarrcl~ome, and, In defence 
of a cause in a court of jll~tlc!>, \\ iJl .,wear lolj"el) In the 

most shoching manl1('r, "0 th.lt a Judge l\en'l I..now" \\ hen 
he m'ay safel) beh('\c HlIllloo wltne""l's. It Jb ~aid, thdt 

some of the COllrtR of Ju~hC'c die IOve"tcd h) u bct of Olen 

termed four anus' UI(Il; who, for so pdllt} ,\ Slim, are 

willing to mah;e oath to dll)' ("ct. howc~el' f~ll"c. 

'rbe Hwdoo", ji:lI })l(ldpll by tlJeir relJgion to de~troy 

animal life for fo"d, h" \'e l't'cei vcd ned,t for bt,jllg 

.' 10 r.onVC,"lIt'OIlS wIth tI,e Hiruloo" I ha\'c hc~/(l them alOW, tl,at the 

~~ to aItproaclJ a glL;\t lIJan \Vl.~ to flatter hun e:xrel'diugly; alld that, In 
idct, thts Willi the be't Dlethod ot pleal'mg and galullIg ;urces8 to the gods,. 
The,in~~8 given iu tbe poorauus, of the gods beiug overcuuu: b) fiattelY 
a~e iDtillmetahle. 
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very hllmanf'; but we look in vain among:.t them for that 

refined senslhility whieh makf'" Iller! rarticipate ill tIle 
distresses of otlIPrf.i; their crU(-lt) to·ward .. the !;icl<, the 
insilne, and pel~om; of un Ulferior cast, as neil as to their 

cattle, and even towards tllC (.ow, a forlll of the goddess 

llhiigih.utc,::, I" earned to the mo"t abomllluble length". 

Private murder IS pra('li~cJ to a ell eJOful extent among 
the Hmnoo'l, Hud I" L'xccpdIllgly i~l.CII!tat('d, and cktechon 

pre\ ented, bJ tlIP pr.H .. t 1(,(' of hurl': IIlg He!.. pCrf.Ollb to tbe 

hanks of the ril'er, and burning them u!. SO()Jl as dead. 
MtlIly anecdote!. Oil till" ~uhJect might he given; for the 

$<11\e of ilIl1~tJahon, I ~rvc the follo\\ ing, A fi.-w )<,urs 

ago, d I"dJU, hvmg about a hundred mile!> from Calcutta, 
sent for an ElIgli~h ph)"lcian fiom that city. B) the 
time till!. gentleman Ufll\('d, III" relatioll;; II.H.I brought the 

~ick 1 3.la to the IIH'1 ~ide, alld. \II a .. llort t.llIe, would, no 

dOllbt, h.l\'l' \..Illed IIlln. '1'1](' rll\~lclan r('pro\'ed them for 

thell wallt of fpellllg. <111(1 OIdered III .. P'\ 11('11 t to hp r:nried 

lJOme, wl](,IP, 111 a (t-W d .. y'-, hE' rp(!Ht'led, n,dOlP- tht'." 
doctor too\.. IllS Jea\ (', Ill' IIlMIC' tht' 1',1.1'\ P' Ollll~(, to ~i\'e 
lHln the earllC-,t lIIforlllatlOll ,flit' ,,£tollld \)f' IWI'C'.lfiC'r "lell.. 

S()on afterwal ds, the u,,,pa"l' ha\ IIlg I durllell, he sent fllr 
lJi~ old fl'lcnd; bul, before he ('oldd an Ive, IllS relatiolls 

1111d ol"patcheu hUll WIth the mud antI water of the sacred 

stream. IIl"tdllces of pcr"Olls ht'lllg <;(.( refly pOisoned hy 
theIl' lelatlOlI", are IIUntf'1 OW~, e~peClodl) In the houses ot 

the rich, whcrc detectlOll IS almo..,t illlpobblble, 

The crime of de!.h·oying' illegiti mute children In the 

womb, if! ah,o pl'cvalcnt to a shockillg degl PC III Bellgal. 
In the fanllly of a single kooleclllt brallll!un, whose 

daughters never live with their husbands, It is common 

for each daugllter to destroy a child III the womb annually; 
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t~ drlme is abo Vf'ry prevalent among widows, 80 nU

JIlt!rOU8 in this country. The pundit who gave me tbis 
itVOrmation, suppose'l that 10)000 clllidren are thus mur
dered, in tbe proyince of Bengal, every month!! Ex
pressrllg my doubts of till'> extraordmary lind shocking 
circumstance, thi~ person appealed to the fact of many 
females beirlg tried for thf> ... e offences, in the courts of 

justice, in every zIllah In Bengal. He iuid, the fact was 
80 notorious, that every chIld in the country knew of It; 

and tbat the crime had acquired an approprl1lte name, 
petii.pheJa, viz. thrown from tIle belly; pet-phclanee is 
also a term of abui-I?, which one woman often ~vves to 
another. It i~ a fd.et too, that many women die after 
taking the drug intended to destroy the unborn child. 

The treac11elY of this people to each otJ)(>r is w great, 
that it IS lIot uncommon for p{'] '>ons to In:e together, for 
tbe gteatc!>t length of tillie, \nthollt tll(~ least confidence 
in each other; and, where the greate~t 1l1l10J1 apparently 
exists, It is dissolved by tbe r,lIghtest COlIll->ioll. A Euro
pean ne\"er ha'l the heart of a Hindoo, who neither l.nows 
tile influence of gTatitude, nor feels the dIgnity of a dIs

interested attachment. 

The Hmdoos are excessively addicted to eovetousncl3s, 

especially in the gl'eat towns, where they have been cor· 
Tupted by commerce: almost the whole of their incidental 
COfl¥ersation turns UpOD roopees and kourecs. 

Gaming is another vice of which the Hilldoos, encou
raged by their sacred writings, are extremely fond, , 
and ill tbe practice of which their holiest monarcb, Yoo-
dhist'llir'l1, twice lost his kingdom. 
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They are fond of oo;tE'ntation, and, for the sake of the 
applallse. of their neighbours, hO\\,ever parsimonious 
at other timel'o, wIll be content to incur the heaviest 
expellse" Thel r fem,ts, maJTI8g-es, and other shews, are 
all re!(ul,lte(j by thi .. princIple. 'A great name' i"l the first 

o~ject of their dpslre, and reproach the grE'atE'st ()l~ject of 
their dread. Such" a per,on ha'> married Ill!; daughter to 

such a ko(/I~cnu, or, he l~ of a f<ulIlly uncontamInated by 
mixtu)"p Will! Rhoonru .... nr by eatillg' prollihded food; or 
he b,ls (." pPlu)ed ',0 mally tboll"':: nd roopees on the funeral 
rites ot III" fdthel ; or, he ,., \'er) hhf'ral, e"pecially to 
bramhul1'l, or, he is very elO(l'lcnt, ()I very learned-are 
comHl'I"1 :OllllS of cornnlf'lIcialwll amont; thIS people, and 
to ohtalll which they cOIlsldel' 110 !>ucnfices too gl'eat. 

The <'linplici ty of the II lIldoo dress scarcC'ly admits 
their natllral pride to f-h('w It""lf; but from the number 
of their orn<lBlPllt~ it j~ eVident that th('y corne short of 
no nation in tIll', vice: these orndrnenb are applied to 

the forelwad, th,' ('<I)" .. , no"p, arm ... , Wll~t"l, fingpr<;, anclesJ 
toes, &c The Ofitalll"'lIt 011 the fUl'pjlPJd \<; ':l<,tened with 
wax; tIll' IHl"P \'Illg is somptllllm; \elY lalgf'; hanging 
down to Ihe dllll. Thl(',e~, in t!JC' dead of night, as tbey 
are about to decamp with plunder, fU>'lucnt1) tear off 
thebe nOl,e-1 JIJ~S while tllp women are u5<l('('p. This par
tiality to ornaments J!' not bow('ver lOlIfilled to females: 
gold chatns round the nedi, and ring'i on th> wri>1ts, tire 
very COlllmon amongst hoy __ ; !..ilver or gold rings aho are 
almn!>t 11 ni ~ er.,al1y seen 011 the Iwnth of the men, rich and 

poor, servants and labourers; and where a silver one 
cannot ue afforded, a brass one suppltes Its place. 

In short, though it has been saill, that the HindOOB are 
• DtOral, and comparatively an bonest people, there Reed. 
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nftatlempt to 'prove, to persons engaged in 'business' in 
India; that such an ai4sertioll is as far from truth us the 
distance behieen the polps: everyone who ~s been 
obliged to employ the Hindoo!!, has bad the most mortify
ing proofs, that, if tile \ ices of lying, deceit, dishonesty, 
and impurity, can degrade a people, then the Hindoos 
have sunk to the utmo .. t dc·pths of human deprnity. 
W..hole pages might he wntten on tbis painful suhject, tilt 
the reader Was perfectly nauseated with the ~"icture of 

tbeir disgusting ,-ices. The complaints of Europeans are 
80 frequent and so loud on the dlhhonestyof the natives, 
that a person can seldom go Into the company of those 
who eUliJloy tbe,n, without hearing these complainti'. In
stead of ihl bei ng true, that property Illay be left for 
months and years III saCety (unle .. s it be committed to the 
care of a person whose own property will be forCelted if 
nn)' thing be missing,) roopC'es, cloth, or any thing which 
a native can easil) and l\ itllOut dj~covery turn into monf'Y, 

are not safe for a moment, unJe5.s \'1(>11 &ecured. Servants 
scarcely ever make a lwrgam, c\en for their nati\e mus

ters, without !>tecurmg' something for themselves. Euro
peans are'toll!;lidered as fan' game, and he i!> estf'emed the 
lnost capable who can defraud them the most. A master, 
wbether native or European, is seldom able to discover 
the treachery and deceit of his servants, unless they hap
pen to quarrel among themnClVcl>; and then the spirit of 
r&febge, wOl'king in the minds of the injutE'd, brings to 
light stent's ofviBainy which o\Crwhelm tbe master with 
IttltQoisbment, and too often excite in bim a perfect hatred 
of' the blltive character. Tbe .impurity of the conversa
tion aad-,ma1tOers of the Hindoo~ js so much dreaded by 
Earopea.\w; that they tremble for tbe Morals of their chil
d~, _.,. eoosicier their removal to Europe, however 

~iRr.:su.b" teperation may'be to the mied oCa parent, 



.~,~~~theu.ru.i~ Mldte. 
~~y ~, .. "~ .. t,,d.. ~ QI" wid." of RRc,EnPM· .... 
4 • .is qORaiweel,88 .. _agel, ClOWPJlred with "~e 
w~q. Lying is, universally practised: toile .author _ 
ney~_ kllOwn a Hindoo, .who bas not resorted to it witheut 
~e,s~tion"",beQ,y.er be t!Jou8ht be eou14dtaw the sHpt. 
e8t~antage ",om it. The want ,of cc:nnpe.tsion Pd teft.i. 

mness wwards the poor) the@ick, and the dyiag, tit,alao 
so not9rio\ls~ that ~urop~a~,'raveUers Ifreueq.fumdy illed 
~ horror ~t the proofs of thett' in,~ty, J.U~" 
they pass along the roads, ~r l'Iav1gatc¥the tift~, in~_ 
country. 

As a Christian minister, tbe au-thor aapeS', thatcthe viiilWt 
given in these va\u,mes, of tbe moral and \"(;>Iigious ,state, 

of the Hindoos, will enhance tbe valli~ of Div~ne Rev.' 
,~ 

tion ill the estimatioll of. every sincere Cbristian. tJN.., 
specting tbe correctness of, hIs statements, he rea.-. .. , 
honl'st and thol'Ough invest.igc\tlOll, ,r made on ~he&pot. 

It is a f<u;t of tbe UIOst Iclteerhlg "attire, tJU\t etrery tuc. 
aminatlOn hitherto ,mad!! iJ&tQ the hi8tOl'y~ cbfOnoIogy, l\Jld· 
l'eligion, of pagan D1:lti01Ul, bas lIot Dilly e&ftfiI'blOO, but 
thrown addltionallight on ·tha,8l>,iJjeftcGs and_trines ef. 
the Gospel; ond this- Jualil been enURMtty the case •• it 
respects th~ Hindoo .!Stem, .tbe lett hold of the'euemtn 
of f('velaUon i-and thas the progreae ofthe TntlMbrougb 
the wOI'lJ. ~ike, the path of the just, "shines more and 
wore unto pat'feet day. I, 

That mysteriOUS subject, .. hick .•• ·coDfO ...... :the 
huQWl ~apncity jn ~~ u..,p,iriae~N .... _ 
pIaiol, llufol~ ia~t •. ~," .'....,.,...ed. 
~~ i.8b\e.~h"""Of."""'4raoW", 

YOLo 111. ;y 
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l~ that is, to wonbip"God in apirit and in truth; but 
in the Hindoo system, we bave innumerahle .gods, ,aU of 
them subject to lh, discordant passions, which, according 
to Kriabnu, are "the wombs ~f future pain." 

In ·that grand and most interesting concern, our pc, 

ceptance witb God, the Hmdoo system has no one prin. 
ciple which can pacify the conSCience, or remove the fears 
which a sense of guilt inspires; hut the Gospel suppli~s 
that h.ope which becomes" an anchor to the sO'u\, both 
8UEe and stedfast." 

Rclath'e (0 the moral tendency of tbe HindoQ ::.ystem, 
to contend for whic11 some wrIters have inconsitlerdbly 
entered the field of controversy, I hope the perusal of the 
fo~oing remarks, and of the Introduction to the First 
Volume, together with an impartial examination ot' the 
many facts in different parts of tbis work, will set the 
question for ever at rest. Suffice it to S.J), in this place, 
tbat a few scattered passages {'xcepted, In works never 
read nor heard of by the great bulk of the community, 
tu~re lS Dot a vestige of real Morality in the whole of the 
Hindoo sYlitem; but, in its operation on the minus ofmIi
lions, it aJds an ovel'whelmmg force to the eVil influences 
to,which Ille-n are e~posed, and raises into a hornd flame 
all the i!Jlpure and ditbolieal passions whi(~b rage in· the 
buwa~ heart. 

It has been often Ilrb~d, hy per!,Ont; to whoru all reli .. 

giq.ns are u,hke, tbat many nominal Christians are llS wick
ed 8S ibe ,fiindoos, if 1I0t .ur more so. This is adruitted 
as a painful fact, aod an awful proof of the depravity of 
Iuupa$l, .. t_;. h\lt let 1:IUch Pel'6lOU& eonsider, that Hm
dOQiJm _ De.-ermado a tinglo yoWty naote ubeid, ....-e 
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mora:l, or more happy, than he would have been, if,he 
had never known a single dogma of tbe shn<;tru. It has 
rather done that which was cbarged upon the Scribes and 

Pharisees, Matt. xxiii. 15. The ChrJl!tian HellglOn, OR 

the contrary, has tumed millions upon millions f1'om vice 

to \·irtue; has made tht! most injurious, ble!lSlIIgs to all, 
especially to their more Imllledlate connections; hus ba

nished misery from all Its sincere recipient"!, restored 
them to present happiness, and given them the hope of 
.~less('dne~s in a state 01' enJless dur.ltioll. These beDlgn 
Jfrt."Cts it ha .. produced on an lnllumerable multitude of 

men, and rdl8ed many to that eAaltcd t-ltate of moral ex~ 
cellcnce, ",hleh has made them IMttt'l'n~ and lwnefadors 
to the whole human race. Thest> are lIldl;"plltable facts, 
-to which we mi!\ht add, the general ble!> .. ings it has dif
fused oyer the w1101e civilized world; wlllch owes to the 
Go'>pel whatever It pu~sesses nbove the mObt savage nn
tion'l.-Finally, lrt It he fUl,ther considered, that it i~ 

only necessary tilr Hilldooi~m to pre\'dll unIver'lally, aml 
thl' world IH'comes 1ll1medldtely co\ereJ with darknc·,,,, 
without a bingle ray of light; with \Ice, without a ves
tige of genuine morality, and wIth misE'ry, without the 

·leabt mixture of ratIOnal and pure happiness. J~et Chris
tlaTllty, on the contrary, be univel'sally embl'aced, it!> spi~ 
rit imbibed, and Its precepts obeyed, and wars will cease 
to the ends of the earth~lgllorance and lIupm'l!titioll will 
be banished-injustice aud oppression rell\O"ved-jailiJ 

chains, and gibhet;;, rendered unnecessary-pure mora

lity, flowing froll} the rehgion of the heart, Will diffuse 
universal happiness, and eal,th become the vestluule of 
hea\'cn. 

TIH! author would here have closed these observations, 
but 8B maoy,ofthe remark!J scattered up and down in this 

y 2 
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work, on the manner" thecitatacter, 8Dd mot.l coudition 
of the Hindoos, will, he fears, appear to some of his 
readers harsh and over-coloured, he cannot believe that 
he should be doing justice to a sU,bject so important, or to 
his own chnracter, if he were to leave these statements to 
rest on hIs solitary testimony j and if he did not ayail 
himself of the powerful name and unquestioned ~'eracitY1 
ofagentleman from whose tl"btimony there cnn be no ap
peal, and who has, in the succeeding e"tract~, as pel'fectly 
caught the moral features and very expreslOion of tf' 
character of the Hindoo as though the whole nation 
bad sut to him, aud he bud been the very ReYllolds of his 
sgt:. This testimony will be found in Mr. GRANT'S 

Ob"crvations on tile Slate Of :Societ,lJ among the Asiatic 
Subjects of Grcat Britain, particularly with rnpect to 
Alorals,. and the means of improving it. 'Vritten chiefly 
in the year 1792.-0rdcred, b} the Hom,e of Commons, 
to be printed, 15 J line IS13." 

"In prosecuting t'w proposed inquiry, the state of 
society and marmel's among the people of Hindostun, 
and more particularly among those who inhabit our tert"i
tories, becomes in the first place a special objt'cL of atlen
tion It is an ohject which perhapfl ha .. never yet f(,-

. eeived that di!otinct and partIcular consideratIOn, to whi~h 
froQl it~ i1llportance in a politIcal and moral view, It 

is t!atitled. 

" I t has suited the views of some philosophers to reprl''' 
,&eDt tbat people Wi amiable and respectable; and a few 
lat~ tr,avellers have chosen ratber to place some softer , 
traits oftbeir characterb in an engaging light; tbQn to give 
.a j,qat delineation of the whole. The$coorality however 
of th.-e who have ""ritteR coneeraing Hindost.n, appe~r 
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to haTe concurred in affirming what foreign rt'sidents 
there have as gencraHy thought, lIay, what the natives 
themselt'es, freely acknowledge of each other, that they 
are u people exceedingly depraved. 

" 10 proportion 3R we Imve hecome better acquainted 

with them, 'We have found thB de;;;crlption applicahle in 0. 

sense beyond the conception even of fortn('J traV'ellers. 
The wrIter of this p"pf'r, after Hpendin~ mallY years 
in India, and a comlderahle portio,1l of them 111 the inte
rior of our province~, inhabited alJllo"t entirely hy 
natives, towards whom whil"t ackJlowleod~iJl;:!. Iw., ipw!I. (if 
their gt'nel'al character, he alwa)f> hHd in pablts ufgood 
will, i'l obliged to add his testimony to all preceding evi
dence, and to avow that they exhibit human nature in a 
very degraded llUmiliating !!!tate, lIud are at once, o\-~jects 
of disesteem, and of ('ommisseratlon. DiRcriminations in 
so vaRt a body as the whole H indoo people, there must be; 
though the gen1!ral features are very sinlllar. 

" Among that people, the nativc'l of Bengal rank low; 
and these as best known and forming the large'lt division 
of our Asiatic su~jects, are held more particularly in view 
in this essay. The Mahomedans who are mixed with 
them, may, in regard to manners and morals, often 
be comprehended under the same observatioD!!; hut some.
thing distinct sbull afterwards be foubJoined concerning 
tbem • 

. " Of the Bengalize, then, it is true most generaHy 
that they are destitute, ~o a wonderful degree, of those 
qualities which are requisite to tbe security And comfort 
of sdt;iiety.' Tfftoy, .. ant truth, honesty, and good faith, in 
ah"~e, dl'whMi "European Society furnishes no 

y'3 
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example. In .l!;urope thoge principles are the standard 
of character ~nd nedlt; men who have them not are 
still solicitous to maintain the reputataon of thE'm, and 
those who are known to be devoid of them c;lnk mlo con· 

tempt. It 18 not flO In llcll~a 1. TIlE' quahtie .. themselve" 
are so generally gone, that men' do not found their pre· 

tension in Aoclety upon them; they take no pdins to 
a~qUlre or to kp~,p up the credit of pos~esRJI1g them. 
T!'hose VUt:Jf'5 are not the t('sts by wluch connectIOns and 

assocllltions are regulated; lIor does the ab~ence of them, 

bowever plalll and 110tOI'lOU", greatly lower anyone 
in puhllc e,;tJmatlOn, nor strip hlln of hi" acquamtance. 
"Tallt of VPt'dClty ("<;pecially, IS so habitmll, thdt It a m,m 

has truth to oefC'nd, he will hardly fall to rp(,llr to fal~e· 
hood «)r Its slIpport. In matters of interc!.t, the use of 

lying SPPIJ)" !'IO natm"ll, that It glv('s no provocation, 

it is treated a .. an excu<,ablc II1dulgencc, a mode of pro

ceeding from wllich genpral to}pratlOlI ha" takC'n away ot:· 

fence, and tl\(' practIce of cl,eatlng, pI I fer III g', trickIng, and 

imposing, in the ordinary tran"a('tion'l ofhfe are flO com
Ulon, that the Hmdoos seem to regard them as thpy 
do natural evil." against w}lIch tlu·y will defend thorn·· 

selves a" well a" thcy can, hut at ,dllch It would he Idle 

to be angry. V cry flagrant breaches of truth and hone~ty 
pass without any deep or lasting l'tain. Tlw scandalous 

conduct of Tippoo 10 r~cently denying to Lord Cornwa!· 
hs, in the face of the world, the eXlstellce of til at capltu. 

lation* which he bad shamefully broken, wa .. merely 
an example of the manners of the -country, \\ here sllch 

things occur in common life el'ery day. 

" In the worst parts of Europe, there are no doubt 

' .. Ceim1le~re. 
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great lIumbeu of men who are sincere, uprig'ht, and COD
scientious. III Bengal, a man of real veracity and mte· 
gerity 18 a great phenomenon: one comcwnlwus in 
the whole of Ills conduct, it if; to be le<ucd, if. an unhnown. 

character. Every where 1Tl Hils quarter of the globe, 

there IS still much generous tru<;t and cOllhdellcl', and 
men are s\lrprl~ed when they find thclIl"eJ v(·" decea ed. 

In- Bengal, dlHtrU'lt IS awake 111 all tran"iacllOll"; barl5'lIl1HI 
and nglt'ements are Illade with mutual HpprehenslOm. of 

breach of fdith, cOlHlitioll"i and Eoot'{'llrltlcs are multiplied, 
and faIlure III them exciteS' litt Ie ()J no hllrpi be. 

,; A Foeriou<, Pl'()po~cll made to a l1utl\'e, llt.lt he "hould 
be gUided III all hiS lIItercourSCb and deallllg'i h) the prin

ciples of I ruth alldJ u~tl('e, would bC' "cganJed a" weal. anu 

impractic.lble. "Do you hnow," he wOllld leply," the 

char.lcter of all thuse WIth wholll I have to act? How 

call 1 i>Uh~I~t If I take advantage of l1obodY1 whde every 

person takes advantage of'me?" Fl'aUlls, deceptIOns, eva· 
SIOI1S, and procra~hnatlOnq, 111 every lllle of ltfe, III all pro

fession .. , perpetually occur; allll lorgeries also are often 

resOl'ted to ",ith little i>cruple. 

" If confidence is flom llcces"Jlyor credulttyat any 

time rppo'lcd, I t IS considered b)' the other party as the 

seaSOll of harve .. t. Few will onllt to seize "lIch an oppor

tunity of profit. The chit'f agent or st('ward of a land

holder 01' of u merchant, WIll commonlyendeav{)Ui to 

transfer to hilll'lclf what he can grtldllally plillolli of 

the property amI tbe iuiluellce of bilil pnncipctl; tIll .. agen t 

is in the mean time preyed upon in a similar way, though 
on a smallel' locale, by hUt dependents, especially if pro .. -

perity has rendered him less vigilant. But suppose hil1l, 

by a blow, SIlent, nnd systematic pursuit, to have acculllu· 
y 4 
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l~ed a large fortune, and to leave it ou his death to his 
.em.; tbe son, rich and indolent, .is in turn imper.c:eptibJy 
lleeccd by his domestiC. 

~, Menial servant .. whu llave been long in place, and 
have even ,evinced a real attachment to their masters, are 
nevertheless in the hllbitual practice of pilfering f~om 
them. lfa nephew is entrusted 11)' un uncle, or a son by 
his father, with the management of his concerns, there is 
no certalllty that he will not set up a separate interest of 
his own. Wardship!., aUlI executorshlps, trUl!ts of the 
most necef:.sary and sacred kind, which all IDen lea"ing 
property and infant clllidren must repose in sun iviug 
friends, are in too many in"tances grossly abused. The 
confidence to which the Bengahze nre most true, is In the 
ease of ilhcit practices, Oil which occ:;asioQs they act lfpOIl 

a point of houour, 

" Even the Europeans, though in general possessed of 
power and of comparative strength of character, which 
makes them to be particularly feared, )et us often as they 
are careless or credulous in their transactions with the 
Bengalize, find that tbey have faUen into the honus of 
harpies.* 

• " If tbe rtader ebould hele ad-ert to the mall) ll\Jge forlulICI whICh lU'e 
brQugbt from lnlha, and tlu:nce IIIfel that the EUIOpeal15 lIlake their OIVII 

part good tbele, notwitliltandmg all the dishonest Ililiticc\ of thp Iiuuloos 
whom they aI'll obliged wemploy, he JUlly be an~wel ed, thai acrolliing to t:1C 

judgment of the person wbo w1'ltes thiS, the great ma~! or the fot tunes' now 

~uired. Is not by an)' mode of cdortioll Or exaction taken out of the 
poeketa of indlfidaall. A considerable portion of i~ .s 4el'ived {Will 

the of6ces, salarie., contracta, and emoluments, enjoyed tinder government. 

Allother portion from commelce, particularly foreign commerce, ill whith 

EDfO~anB have _uperior enterprize, charact-er, and lllinntage. Ami If BUY 

PJU't is obtailWd by forbidden IUUU., atlll tile acqUisitIOn !IIay.la general be 
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"Through the influe~e of similar principles, po.er 
entrusted to a. native of Hindostan seldom fails of being 
.exercised tyrannically, or perverted to the purposes of 
injustice. OfficIal, or mimsterial employments or aU 
sorts, and in all gradations, are generally used as means 
of peculation. 

" It has already appeared that the distribution of jus
tice, whenever it has been committed to natives, whether 
Hilldoos or Mahomedans, bas commonly· become a traffie 
in venahty; the best cause bClOg ohliged to pay for hllccess, 
and the worst havmg the oJlportullit) of purchasing it. 
Money has procured acquittance even 101 munler. Such 
is the power of money, that no crime IS morc frequent, 
hardl)- allY less thought of, than per:iury. It is no extraor
dinary thmg to see two sets of witnesses swearing directly 
contrary to each other, and to tind, upon a mmute inves
tigatIOn, that few probably of the evidences on either 
side bave a competent knowledge of the matter In ques
tion. Now as these corruptions begin not in the practice 
of the courts of law, but have their origm in the charac
ter of the people, it is just to state tllem in Illustration of 
that character j for although the leg'a) reforms introduced 
by LOI'd Cornwallis wIll purilJ, it m~ly be hoped, the foun
tains of .Jllstice, yet the be~t administratIOn of law will 
n')t eradicate the mternal principles of depravity. 

tlaeed ultlmatelv to what IS $tllctly public property, not the property of pri
vate IIIdl\lCluals. 'n,ese slight lem,Irks ale tblown alit as WOI thy the COII

~ldelallon of those pel.olls, who \~Ithout Cl>aUlllldtlOn 01 IIIfjUllyare apt to 

S'JSpect, that c,'ery (ollullt! gallled HI In.ha 18 gnt byexlnrtlOlI. More mIght 

\1t' lidded. upon the subject, but It Ihmld nOI ~lIit the dClilgll of the preaellt 

WOl'k.", 

• •• Tbel'e may 'be excet,tions; Ibrahim Ali Khan of Benal es is reckoned 

a DI~'Of !B·bbity ... 
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"Selfishness, in a word, unrestrained hy .principle, 
operates universally; und mOlley, the grand instrument 
of SE'lfish gratjficat\oI1~, may be called the supreme idol of

the Ihndoos. Dcprl vcd for the most part of pohtical 

power, ufld destitute of b ,1dll~'~;" of "pint, but formed fOl' 
bU"lUe~s, artful, Il'ug,d, and l,er.,cvcllOg, the)' are absOl hed 
in schemCb Cor the gr<ltliJL<lliol1 of H\ alice. 

" TIle tenuency of that uhandoncu selfishnesb is to set 
.. ever) man's hand agu lIlst ('very man," either in proJects, 

01' in acts of orell r()rcc. 1'10111 \ lolcllce bowc\er, fear 

interpose;. to r('~tralll thelll. The people 01' the lower 

provillce~ 111 Pdl t!cn!al', with .In exception of the military 

t:ll"t(', are a.., ll,tgt,udl) as thpy ;JIP unprlllClpled, They 
!'leek their ellds hy nlt';!n artrfice;" low cUllning, JIItrj~uf', 
fabdlOod, !leI' lilty, and h)'porritlcal obs('quioll~l\ei'l~. To 

stJperiors t1wy appear fllll or rcvCl't'n('~, or humble and 

WIlling submiSSIOn, and J'C'lldlllf'SS to do e\ c/'y thlflg tlwt 

may bt' requll'ed of them; and as long as they discern 

something eltlwr to ('X[wct 01' to tt-ar, thC'y ;11 e wonder

fully patient of !>IIght", nep,!ects, and HlJUI It'S, But under 

all this appurE'llt pas~I\,(,lle"S and me:lIlne~b of temper, 

tbt')' are immoveahly pen!l"Il\lg in theIr S{,CI et \ iewb. 

'VIth inferiors, they )(Iemllify themselves hy an lIIdulgence 

of the feelings whlcb we, e controuled helor(', and towurds, 

dependenh, (>-Ipt'clally toward!> those \l hom nil offiCial 

situation su~j('ct.., to their authOrity, they can y th('m~el\'ei'> 
",ith the mean pi'Hle of low minds In the Inferrm', and 

hy filr the 1ll0~t numerous elm.s of the communitr, \,here 
£'2ch man is nearly on a le\(~l wllh his npighhollr, tbe na

tive character appear", ~ ith less disgUise. The passions 

}m\,(' a freer range, and new consequeIH'eS are !>een to ra

i\dt- from the ab~ence of the primary virlues of Rociety, 

Discord, hatred, Ilbuioe, slanders, mjurIes, complamt~ and 
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litigations, all the effects of selfi~lmess unre"trained by 
principle, prevail to a sllrprizing degree. They over

~pread the land. they ('orne perpetually before all men in 

authority. 'rite delIberatc maLee, thc f.t1o.;chood, the ca

lumllle~, and the avowecl enmity wIth which the people 

purslle each olher, and 'iomellmes from Itlther to "on, offer 
a very mortIfying VieW of the human cllUracter. No 
"trangPl' can Sit dOWll among them without bemg struck 
with Hili; tf.'mpor ofrnalevolcllt contention and :tllisno!-ity, 

ns a prom IIwnt ft'<ltul'e 111 the eba I aetel' of till., (ooocif'ty. 
It is I'('(,ll In p"ery Village, thc IIlhahtt:mt.; h\'c among 

cdch othpl' in a <,ort of repulsl\'c ",lat~', llay It Pllters luto 
almo~t pver~ tillllll~. Seldom IS tlwl'e a hOll"ho!d without 
its JIllprnnl diVisions, and ia<;tlllg entllltles, mm,t common
ly too 011 thc score 01 jntere~t. The women partake of 

tllls "pn'.t of discord. Held III ~Ln'j"h subjectIOn by the 

mf>ll, thl'} fJ"e III fUJ'IOI\"l pa""lOns a~alnst each other, 
whIch \cnt them~rlvc'i til ..,neh loud, vlrulcnt: and inde

Cf'lIt WIling", as alC hardly to he I\f',lrd 111 any other part 

of the wodd. 

'" Tholl.!!,h the BClIg,l1ize in ~'cneral have not sufficient 

resolutlOlI to vent their res£'ntlll('nt" a~'lIn"t ('lich other in 
open combat, yet robberu'i'l, theft;" burglarle..;, rJ\,f'r I,ira

cip<" a nd nIl sort .. ofut'prcdatlOn'i where dal kIlP,,", f.{'crcC), 

or surprlr,e ('an g"-c acinmt,l.g'f', ari' ('xccedlfl'~l} cornmOIl, 

and h,ne been <;0 III e"ery pa'it PC'I lOci of wl\lch allY ac

count iE:. extant. Thrre arc ca"tes ofrobhl'r'i and thieve!':, 

who consider thern:5el\-c'i act 1l1g' j /l their propp\, professiun, 

and having Ulllted thell' fan II 1 i<,r.., train thell' cllIltlren to 
it. No wh{'f(' in the world are Tufliall'! more udt'olt or 

more hardened. Troop" of these bandlttl, it lSI well 
known, are generally employed or barhoured by the ~e· 
milidars of the districts, who are sharers in their booty. 



tot; HIStORYI LITERATURE, &c. [FAU If. 

'l'he)l- freqaently make attacks in bodies, and on tbose 
occasions murder is "ery common, But besides the8e reo 
gular corps, multitudes of individuals employ themselves 
in despoiling their ·nelghbours. Nor 1$ It only cin large 
and populous places and their vicinity, that such violences 
are practised; 110 part of the cOllntry, no ~illnge is sate 
from them. Complaints of depredatlOns in every quarter, 
on the highwayE', on the water as well as the land are per
petual. Though these are the crimes more immediately 
within the reach of juc,tice, and though nUmbf>fS of cri
mma}s have been, and are executed, the evils still subsist. 
Doubtless the corrupt admiIHstration of criminal justIce 
III Uengal, for many years under the authority of the N a
bob, bas greatly aggravated disorders of this nature; but 
they hale theIr origin from remoter springs. Robbers 
among thf" Hindoo~, and frC'qllcntly thiel'f'R ll]SO, are 
educated from their infancy in the belJef that their pro-
fesSlOD is a right one. No ray of instructIOn rea~hes them 
to convince them of the contrary, and the feeble stirrings 
(If aatural conscience are soon overborne by exam pie and 
practice. Beside'! this, tlwy hold, in C<lBlmOn wIth other 
Hindoos, the principle of fatahsm, which in their case has 
most pernicious t'ifects. They believe that they are des
tIDed by an inevitable necessity to their profession, and to 
aU that shall befal th~m in It; they therefore go on with
out compunction, Bnd are prepared to resign hfe, when
ev(!r the.. appointed period shall come, with astonishing 
illdJaereflte; eons-idermg the law that condemns them, 
Dot III the instrument of ju!otice, but as the power of a 
NTonge!! part). ADd here again it is evident, that a ra
clieal ebal1ge in principle must be produced, before a spi
elit of rapine, thus nourished, can he cured. 

-' BeMrolcnce has been I'epret!ented as a leading prin-
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ciple in the minds of the Hindoos; but those who lnak. 
this assertion know little of their character. How is it 
possible that benevoleni:e should be vigorous where jus .. 
tice, truth, and good fdith are so great], wantrng~ Certaiu 
modes indeed of distrlhutmg "ictuals to Dlel1dicant~, and 
a ~crupulous abstmence from some bo,'ts of animal food, 
are prescribed by the religion of the Hindoos. But the 
oskmtatious distributIOn l~ frequently commutative; aD 

offering fi'om the gain of illlquity bestowed on idle and 
sturdy priests. And though a H mdoo would shrink with 
horror from the idt>a of directly slaying a cow, which is 
a sacred animal among them, yet' he who Iftoives one in 
hiS cart, galled and excoriated as !>he often is fly the yoke, 
beats her unmercifully from hour to. hour, wit bout nny 
care or conslderatlOn of the consequence. Though there
fore the inlltitution of the two practices in {(uesllO)}, may 
be urged as an argument for tbe orlgmally benevolent 
turn of the religIOn which enjoined them, it will not at 
all follow, that indlvidual'l, who 10 futUre ages perform 
them III obedience to that religlOlI, mm~t also be benevo
lent; and he who is crupi even to that creature for wbich 
he i!> taught by 1m, religtoll to entcrtdlll the blghest rewe!6 
rence, gives the ~tronge~t pfoof of an unfef'hng dl~pol'>i
tion. 1 t is tfue that in lDaoy cases they are strict in ob. 
serVJug form~. These arc indeed their religion, alld the 
fhuouatlOn of their hopes; their cabte" are impliCated ill 
them, and ill tbeir castes their civil statl' aDd comfort. But 
Qfthe sentiments willch the forms would f>eem htindieate, 
they are totally regardless. Though from dIe pbylrieai 
structure of thelf bodies they are eaSIly susceptible of 
impreSSIons, yet that they have little real tendecpeas of 

miud, seems very eVident from several ell cumi~ce~ 
The first that shall he mt'ntloned ib the shocking barbarity 
f#,~r puaishments. The cutting otrtegs, hand" ,Hoses, 
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and ears, putting out of eyefol, and other penal inflictions 
of a similar kino, ali performcd in the coarsest manner, 
ahQndantly jU&ltafy OUI' urguRlent. 

" A similar dispositIOn to cruelty ib hkewibc shown in 
their trcatmellt of v,lIlqul..,hed enemies. A ud In general 

11 '\tant of senlllbility ior others JS a vcry emim'llt cha
racteristic of this ppople. 'fhl' dpathy with which a Iillldoo 

views all persolls ano antpre"ts ullconnected with 11Imscll; 

1;; ~uch as cxclte~ the IIldignat,on of Europe.llls. At any 
l'ute his reganJs (,,,lend but to a very nmrow circle. Pa

triotism is a!)!.olutPl) unknown III Hllldostun. 

" Tllese observaliGllb lead lib to .1I1Othcl' strikIng proof 
of wallt of benevolellce HI thE' llH1doo~; namel~, thell 
defiCiency of natural all,(,ctlOlI. It IS admitted that ex
amples are 1I0t vcr) I1Il('ommOIl of parent" who ..,how milch 
tcnderl12'.s to thplr c1111dl"cn, p<,pec,ally dUllllg thear IIl

fauey; but in~tallce'i on thl! other bldl' aIt" co gf'npraI, as 

clearly to m,lrk th(> dl~pO"'itJOIIS of the people. The fol· 
lowing fact is one ont of lIlan~, by wilich tlus aSH'ltiOJ) 

might he Justltied. In til(' 'lCtlrClty of glaan wluch pr<>. 

"alleu about C,llcutta in the )e<Il' 178S, a g<'lItleman tllt'n 
high, now still lllghcr In ol1irc there, ordered hI" sen"unts 
to buy nny chlldrt'll that mIght be hrought fur sale, (for 

in tiOlcS of dearth Himloo paN'lltb frequently sell thcn" 

offspring,) and to tell thell" mother" thJ.t whell the ~carclty 

should be o'"er, they might come agam und reCClve their 
children baek. Ofabout twenty thu" humanely preserved, 
rno'" of whom were female>;, only three l\ ere ('ver-enquired 

for by their mothC1'8. The scarcity was neither extreme 
nor long. The unnatul"dl parents cannot be supposed to. 
have perisllCd from want, for each reccived money for hel' 

child, and hy the liberal contribution of the jnbabituuts. 
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of Calcutta, Dnd chiefly of the Europeans, rice was distri
buted dally to multitudes at ",mOllS ~t(l(i()n~ about tbe 
cItyI' And yet nohnthstandlllg tlllt> f.ICI IIty of obtaining 
food, a woman was at that tllne secn, in broad dny, to 
throwaway her IOflmt clllld upon the IlIgh road. Most 
of the slave.:; in Hwdostan (Wh(TC tbey arc used only fur 

domestic "E'n iceb) 1m \ e lost their Ir('C'doll1 by the act of 
thei., parents. If tlw l)(,C(,~~1 t) IS Ruch at tllnes 0'1 to lead 
to thi .. cxpetl.ll'1l1, i.., II not ,ll~o an occa-:/On to caJl forth 
the Wdrmth ot pdrf'nlal atrertlOll: FJlla! and paternall'lf~ 
fectlon appear equally Jeficlt'nt among' them ~ and iR the 
conJugal rel.ltlOn, the charactcli!>tlc 1I1dlficrence of the 
people i'i .. 1"0 ul .. cermhle anlong t1JO"e \\ ho come mOllt 

wlthm the sphere of European ob~ervatlOn, namely, the 
lower 01 ders. 

'" 'l'h0 uomcbtic stale of the better rank!. i~ more cC!n
cealed f\'Om generdl "IPW, bllt limn thp J,nowledgf' which 
i" acq Ulred, and from the pt'culmr INlg">-' hy \\' Illch mar
riage i.., go,'ern(·d among the JI mdoo~, we hav£' no reason 

to bl'Ileve tlmt It h oft£'n s\H't'lcll('d by ~('n"1 011'< attach
ment 01' rational cnjo) IIwnt. 'rhe paIlle" bctl'Othed by 
theU' }'areBh, wlIil~t OWl c c1llhhell, h an"plantcd with 
minds uncuJtlva((,d and mexperJenced, tiom tbe maternal 

zenana ( into one of their own, united whilst reabon i" still 
in it;; infancy, can give lIttle more account of the l'ituatioR 

ill which they find tilem<,eJve~ than antma]s of a lower 

species. Aft'ection and choice h.n-e had no influence in 

this connection, nor doe., It often Jl!tppl"n that the formf't 
is studIed '~d impro\,pd. The part.es contlllue passh.e 
under that law which first IlToIIght thf'm to~('ther. Ac. 
cording to the despotic manners of the East, the husband 

• The prtvatl' npaltmcnls of Ih!' wOtn{:l1. 
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is lord, and the wife a servant; seldom does be think of 
mailing her a companion or a Ii ielld. Polygamy, which 
"' tolerated among the Hindoos, tends still more to debtroy 
all ratio!l~ JomestJc society. The honour of the familY1 
and the pretHvation of its taste, the most awful of its 
concerns, depends on the reputation of tbe wite. She is 
seeluded from all eyes but tho!l;e of h~r nearest relations, 
and the mo,>t terrif)-ing and disgraceful punishments are 
held out against misconduct. From so early a union, and 
such subsequent care, Europeans ma) suppose that order 
and dE)corum reign in the Hindoo zenanas; but the con
clusion is founded on conjecture, rather than upon actual 
knowledge. The profound reserve and caution observpd 
by the men in their conduct, and even in their cOllversa
tion, re~pectj ng their fam i I Y connectlOn'l, keep all forelgn
el's ot a distance; and it is to the honour of the English, 
that tbetc ilo perhaps no im,tancc of their nttcmptll1g un 
inva,"ion of the domestic receSf;{'S of the H indoos. nut 
those who ba ve an opportun ity oflivJIlg a mOll go the natives 
in the interior of the country, see n'{\'!{)lIb for apprehend
ing that t11e purity of the {imJaJe character is not ahvn}s 
so wcll presel'veo in reality, a& In appearance. 

" In ~ ~e'Bidencc of s('veral years entirely among the 
nativ&, the present writer hpard so many charges of irrf'
gularity, nnti saw so many disordm s among tbe inferior 
ranks, that he could not but believe the exi:-.tence of a 
gl'OiS laxity of behaviour and principle in thiS great brauch 
of ~0t'81s, in some df'gree at least reachiog 10 the better 
c1a..~e8. But the dh.grace and loss whiclf'tbUow to the 
f~i1y from the proof of dishonour in the wife, are such 
8'f 10 induce the purti('s concerned to hush up all matters 
of U,a! \ort, and to take their revenge in some secret 'I'ay ; 

tiey ~ ill seldom seek redress openly, uQ1ebS the affair has 
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okeady become notorlOUS. A ccusationH by others of such 

contaminallons in families, are w'r} common among the 

lower Hmdoos., and scandals of the samekllld pa~samong 

the higher orders. EJllIllty, it IS true, may be supposed 

to ha\c ib "harc In these chJ.rges; It may occasionally 

fabricate them, and is undoubtedly acta e in bringlllg them 

fon~ard. but that It should alwuY5 invent them, and 
slJOuld perse\crc ill a !iUCceS,",101I ot' lUventlOns which ex

perience wao; e\'cr ready to dl~~redll, I~ not to be conceived. 

'1'11e truth is, the IIlIldoo wntl'!~, and the lImdoo law&;, 

cJ.press the wor",t OpilllOll of tht Ir \\ omen, and ~ccm to 

place all ~ecul'lty III Vlgal,IIICP, !IOlle III princIple. And 

Indeed wlut funcl of principle can lllllHb "hlch h,lve rc

cCI\'ed no IInpl'O\'cment m edUCcltlOn, and in wlndl reason 

a<, ) et has hardl) beg nn to act, cal ry mto a premature and 

un chosen COIlJ ugal n·latwfl? a I plation, th(' carly com-

1l1f'IICemcnt 01 which, I., probahl t to be a"cl'lbpd to the 

<lpprehen&IOIi of parcnts for the conduct of their chilch en. 

Imperlolls donullion, seclu"l011 and tprIor, are the means 

afterwarcb u~ed, to cnfonc the fidell!) of the Wife. But 

opportullIties of gUilt are not wantlTlg. In tire hours of 

busine'>s, mcn are generally at a distance flom the retire

ments of the women; tllCY are often, and for com,iderable 

periods, far from hume; female!>, who are the great instru

ments of corruptlllg their own !lex, are permItted access to 

the zenana.;; be~ldc" the IllTluoo Jaw allows women to 
('o(wcr"e With Soneas."ees, 0 set of \'agrant devotees, some 

of them most indecc:>nt III theIr appearance. The (011-

s.equ{,llces are such a!l Jllight be expected. 

" It is not however as&erteu or believed, that the in

fection of depl a .. ity has overspread the whole mass of 

{elll~lle8, many of whom, doomed to joyless confinement 

through hte, and a violent premature death, are perhaps 

VOl,. '11. z 
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among tbe most inoffensIve and suffering of the Hindoo 
race. As to the men, tlley are under little r('~tratllt from 

moral con'O)dcration<1. The laws of ca<.te imp03e restric
tions and fines fOl' offence') of the natm e in quef>tlOn, so 
far as that distil1rtum is concprn('d, but leave great scope 

tor new conn('('t1011~) <lnd for proml~cuo!lS mtercourH', 

whic11 i" lll<ltter of 1tttlC' scruple or obSerr<ltlOll. Hpcep

tacIes for wOlllcn of Wt:lnJOUS character are ereI') wht:'re 

licensed, and the women thcmseh C~ hav(' a place ill RCCll'ly. 

The female dancers, who art:' of tIllS ordel) make thc' pi In

cipal figure III the CJltertamlllPllt<; of cell'llJoJ1Y glH'lI by 
the great. Indecency 1<; the Iw .. ,,,, 01 their {'"lllbltlOl1~; ){·t 

"liilJJlH dJld y{tull~ pcr"(llI~ of hoth "eAt's are (lcl"llltttea 

to be present at iheR{, !,how"," ll1ch ha~e adnllUance even 
into the pl'lllcipal zenanas, * {MelltlOll" connectlOlJs art" 
therefore most common, though subsl:.ting a pparent1) 
without that intoxication of pa"~IO}) n luch hun ies on til{' 
mind again!>t convIction, and c.lfri('d on \\ tthOllt mudl 

concealment, nay almost With the insen"lbllity of hruteF-. 

On SUell points, the HlIldom. "{'em to advert io IlO rule 
e:xcppt what the law enjoin", there J'> 110 ~entill1cnt, dIf
fused at lar~e througll f-Ou('I) , \\ h\('h attache~ sharil6 to 

criminality. Wide and idi.t! arc tht' cll'pctl'l of thJ~ cor
ruption of manners; a corrlJptll!ll 1I0t ~I()rpillg bere, but 
extending even to tIle unnatural prJ.clice c f the anC1ent 

Heathen~, though in these the l\L.llOmedans are bi.!! 11IOl'e 

abandoned." 

." Lord Cornwa!h<, soon after IllS an IvaI 10 Acngal, refllsed to be pre~C[lt 

.It au eDtertallllncnt of tlu~ 11011, to wlul1l he Wd~ invited by the N"bob." 
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• 

A. 
Acharyu, from a, pi cp and chullI, to g.). 

Achumunil, from .1, ]11 'T' llllU dtiJIlI, to drink. 

Adep-GI lint'hil, ti'olll adc£', til ~t, and grullt'hi1, a book. 
Adlt),lI, d nalllP oj thl' ",un, who." called thp !;on of Udltee. 
AdUru-SllIgh,I"i1nli-Hutii, f"olll adllril, honour, Smgba. 

sun II, a llll 011(', and \ ruUi., a, ow. 

Acen·Ukhlirt>p. flOm ilL-ClI, a law, and Ukbiirli., tbe name 

of a well-hnown empcror. 
AgUm Ii- Vagcct'llJ Ii, from <1g-i1m 11, the nallle of one of the 

Tfilltrfi~, ,ak, d word, ,\lid e-;-:"hli, lord; the god of 
spc£'ch, a nJme of VllhU"plitee. 

AIUyu, a UWL'lIHl~, from a, prep. and le<', to dIssolve. 
Angll'u&lI, tlH' "OIl of' lJ IlgJri1s. 

Anlllki:i, from fihiln, a day, the ceremODJes or food of 
the day. 

Anl1ndli·N"rhli, the lord of joy, ftOlll anundu, joy, and 
nufhl1, a lord. 

Anundli-Muyee, tinm anullllU, joy. 
Ariill:' u-Sl,u.~ht'hee, from tit un) Ii, II fOI est, and Shiif,ht'~ 

bee, the Ilame of a goude,~. 

Ashadlu; tlus month ii> n.lmcu from the .,tellar mansion 

U!'iharhu. 

Asbrumii, from a, prep. and 5hrumu. labour. 
7:2 



314 GLOSSARY. 

Asbwiou; this month is named from the stellar mansion 
Ushwmee, the name of a mare. 

Ashoogi:i., from ashoo, speed, and gtim, to go. 
AsiillU, from aH, to sit. 

Atma, from a, augmentative, and tit, to move continually. 
Atrnu-Devtlta, from atmii, self, and d~vi1ta, a god, a 

guardian deity. 
Atmu-Bhoo, from atmU, self, and bhoo, existence. 
Ayooshtoml1, froID ayoos, life-tilDe, and stomn, a sacrifice. 
Ayuni:i.-Goshu, the husband of Radha, the fclvourite mil'l-

tress of Krislmoo. 

D. 

Badylikarl1, from badyl1, music, and bee to do. 
Balu-Gopalu, from balO, a child, go, a cow, and palti, 

a feeder. 

Bamilnli, small. 
Ilancha-Ramu, from bancha, desire, and Rami!. 
Bhaee-Gooroo-VUlee, f.om bhaee, a brother, and goo-

roo, a teacher. 

Bhaguvl1tU, from Bhuguvut, divine. 
Bhargilvl1, the son of Bungoo. 
BharuHi-VUrshu, from Bh1Jrtitu, and vurshti, a place. 
Bhasba, a dialect, from bhash, to speak. 
Bhashyil, from flhasha, a tongue. 
Bhaskuru, from bhas, light, and I..ree, to do. 

Bhccmu-Chi1ndec, from bhcemu, terrific, and chundei, 
furious. 

Bhogi1vutee, from bhogu, to endure or enjoy, 
Dhoiruvu, the fear-exciting, from bhi:iyu, fear. 
Rhoiriivcc, the wife of Bhoiruvll. 
Bhoirilvecchilkru; Bhoirl1vCf is a name of Doorga, and 

dulkrill!ignifies a circle. 
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Bhiic5.Koilasu, from bhoo, the earth, and Koila'iu, the 
name of a mountain. 

Bhoo-Lokli, from hhoo, the earth, and lol..li, a world. 
Bhootc.,h il, flom bllootU, great, and ee,;hu, a 101 d. 
llhoot il, the pnmary elements, from hhao, to be. 
Bhootu-Shooddhee; hhuotii slgmfies the four e)ement~, 

and shoodclhee, pUrIfication. 
nhooviine~hu, from bhoovi:ini:i, the world, and i'cshu, 

lord. 
llhoovu-Ioku, from bllOovii, the sky, and loku, a world. 
llhiidru·Kalec, from hhudru, goodness, and Kalee, a 

godde~s. 

Bhuguvutee, the Wife of Bhuguvan. 
Dhilguvut-Geeta, from BlluguviU, divine, and gecta, a 

hymn. 
Dhliktee·Ru9amlltu-Smdhoo, from bhi:i.ktee, devotion, 

rilsu., JUIce, urnritu, the water of life, and sindhoo, 
the !>C<l 

Bhilvanundil, from bhiivu, the world, and ani:i.ndii, joy. 
Bhiivancp, from Bhiivti, a name of Shivii. 
Bhuvish) ii, from bhoo, to he. 
Boodh,t"htumce, fi'om Boodhu, Mercury, and u,;lltumee, 

the eighth lunar day. 
floodboodu, a bubble. 
Boodhu, the sage ofthi" name. 
Booddhi1.Stitwi:i., from booddhee, the underfltanding, and 

siitwu, tIle quahty leadlOg to truth. 
Bouddhti, from Booddhti : he who acknowledges as God 

only buddhee, or the understandIng. 
Boudhli.sari1; the essence of the Booddt philosophy. 
Bramhcc, from Bri:i.mha. 
Bramhiillee, the wife of a bramhUn. 
Hramllunu, he who knows Brumhli, from Bl'umh41. 
Bri1mhaJ from vrib, to Increase. 

z3 
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Brlimhastdi, from Bl'i:imha, and listrli, a weapon. 

BrumhoUuru, from brumhtin, and oottirfi, belonging to. 

Brilmhil, liOlB vnh, to mcreasp. 

Bruruhtich,lfcc, "om Brilmhu, and eMir, to move. 

llrumhuc,hdl yil, the prOf('R"'OIl of a Bl'umhticharci>. 

Brilmhfi-Dutthil, frolll H. ulllhli, and dtitlu, gIven. 

Brulllhli-Pootru; pootrli 1lH',ln, a SOil. 

Brurnhii-Gnanci', from Brillllhu, and gllan~~, the wi~e. 

BI umhul ~hee, from Brumhu, and r1SIICt', a "age. 

Brumhu-VOIvurttu, from Bdimhu, and voivilrtll, mani-

festatIOn. 

Bujrl-r, from bUJrli, a weapon, a thunderbolt. 
Bularntce, flou. bulu, streugth, and limtec, au enemy. 
Blllee, flOm bltlu, btlPngth. 

BulU-Ramu, flom buill, strength, and Ramli. 

Bi:irgli-bheellla, frolll burgu, a company, and bhi';;m::t, 

the tl'rllfic. 

Bll!,tru-Hilrunu, from vu<;tru, clothes, ,uul hiirilnu, to 

steal. 

Calcutta, from KalJlm, (Kalrr) and III, to mOH'. 

Chamunda, f. om eh.noo, ~Iood, and mund Ii, ,1 head 

Chamuru, a Gill made 01' th(' 11311' of th(, (OW or 'J'drtal'j' 

Chandalil, a low C,bt of shoodrils, fJ om (hUlldl!, fUfJOIJO, 

and lilil, to go 

Chanuu, from chulldril, tiI" moon. 

Chapura-Shiisht'hpp, from ch<lpur'l, to pre'ss, and ~h li ,ht '. 
hee, the name 01' a goddc,,~. 

Char\'\akll, from charoo, insinuating, and \'ak, a word. 
Chartinti, from chur, to go. 

Chasakoivllrtti; chasa siglllfies a culti\'ator of the 

ground, and koh ilrtl'i, a fi~hl'l'man. 
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(,haJa, a "hallow, f. oIll CIa,I, a CO"P) ill~, or dl..,appparancc. 
ChlllIlU·'\'IiI,U-.\.,I, fiolll c1l1nnu, Ctlt (Jr., arlll l1lu~tUku) 

a head, 
('ll\I'lin·,1t:(7\ Ii, from chll ti, a IO\l~ pPflod, ,lI1d .1("7;7\'11, ]If(,. 

(;hllll1·(;OOPlCt, I'rolll dlltt II, to II I ltC', alii! gooltil, IlIdden. 

Cllltru\'itittiL 1'10111 dlltrli, ~J>('ch.kd, and I,i)iitli, the pCdh 

of <l 11111 01' mount,lIn. 

Cltottlli, tht- 11.1111(' ot a mOllth; It Dill ('hltra, a IUI1.1I 

IllalblOll. 

ChOltOll),O, from chdlillii, tit!' llllllg" 
ChoOt'a-}{u, I III Ii, Ii Dill cbOPI'}, thp bUllch or hall' on the 

cro\\'\1 01 the he,HI, ,llld I.H'l', to ,10 

Cllot \1·Plllll.h'l"hil~,\) 1""11\1 Ch(llll, to 'iteal, dllll plincha

"hil, fill}. 
Chliltl. 10 go, from chill, to {!;o. 

elllil,lll, a i'ollnd nedpo", [,Olll cliil", tn ,durn a blow, 
to rebolllld. 

Chuudt-p., liOiB Chlllldll, flHIOU". 

ChUIHldhl, rl om chll\ldll, jill Ion..,. 

ChiilHI("("7.;\flilllllipli, flllll! c\lli[Hl("(o, lhe godd(',,~, Chlin-

dp( .ll1d lIl11ll(ltIPII, ,I Itoll"(' 

ChO,~do~,." fl Olll <..hUllfltl, fUrIo"", ,1Il1\ ongrll, wrathful 
ChllJllli lj"I, tlte ray.., or the mooll. 

(,humlrli, from chilrl, tn ..,hine. 
ChUlldl ii.~hc"hi1ri1, frolll CIlIlI1'II II., the moon, and ,,11i·h-

hillll, .1 mOlllltaln lwah:. 
Chlllldl ii-H.lyi!. f,'01\l chlindl tI, tIl(' 1I100n, awl /":1j il, a tttle. 

ChunJIII'P' libhoo, the l<l"t word ~lgIlIfic, 10l d. 

Chundtl, fUlIOlh, f('om chiid, to I a~l. 

Chilndli-Naydw, flom cld-.ndu, lu'Ious, and lluYllia, a 
fcm,tl(> attf'nd.lnt on Door~<I. 

Churmtlkarli, flolll c!lurmull, '-I~lll, and Ide!:', to do. 
Churukil, from Llilir, to go. 

Chiil'unil, th,lt 011 whIch a person goc-, flOm chur, to go. 
Chutoor-.\lluuli, flOm clil1tool', four, and anllllu, a nice. 

z l 
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D. 
Danti, from da, to give. 
Danu-Khlmdu, from danu, a gift, and kundu, a piece. 
Dannvti, the sons of Dl1noo. 
Darmee, from drce, to teal' or crack. 
Dar.ii, a slave. 

Data, a giver, from da, to give. 
Dayii-Dhagii, from da}ii, an inheritance, and bhagu, 

share. 
Da),u-Tuttwii; tilttwu means exarhtude, or truth. 
06hu, from dlh, to collect or incl'ense. 
DtivaHiyti, from devu, a god, and aliiyi1, a house 

Devcc, tll'V ft:mtlline of oevu, a god. 
Devolttiru, from de\ ti, and OOttil'ti, belonging to. 
Devti, from dl\, to pl.lY. 
De\'ti.Duttti, from Devil, a god, and duttii, given. 
Devu·Senu, from d6vli, a god,-and sena, a soldier. 
DevuJanee, from devil, a god, and ja)u, a wife. 
Devilrshee, from devu, a god, and nsilee, a sage. 
Dc\,uh.ce, the daughter of Dcvuku. 
DeCplka, a light. 

DlJany ti-Hoop.l, from dbanil, rice, and roopu, form. 
Dhariib.iI, from dhree, to hold. 
Dharlind., from dhree, to 1101d. 

Dhooma" tHee, from dhoomrll, smoke. 
Dhoomrolochunu, from dhooml iI, smoke, and lochiinu, 

the e)e. 

Dhova, from dha", to cleanse. 
Dhritee, from dhree, to sustain. 
DbtinullJuyu, from dhtinu, riches, and jee, to conquer. 
Dhurmu-sctoo, from dhtirmli, religion, and bctoo, a 

bridge, or dam. 

Dhurmii-T'hakooru, from dhlirmu, religion, and t'ha~ 
kooril, a lord. 
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Dhurmi1-RajIi, from dhurmil, and rajun, 1,ln!:,. 
Dhurmil-Bhanoo, irom dhurmu, reh;LOn, and bllanoo, 

splendour. 

Dhy.lIlu, fl'om dhyOJ, to thllll(. 

DIgllmhulll, fl Olll d"h, a pOInt of thp corni1a~~, and UI,)

buru, cloth. 
t 

Dlg-V '.1 uy u, fl om (h~h, the quurtprs of the eal tit, ancl \' ij u-
yil, (.'ollque'>t. 

Ditep, till' wtie of Di1k.,hll. 
Da,tI,ur!1, from dl\'a, day, a:H] !,lidi, from krpe, to do. 

OIVu"-putee, from <lib, heavC'n, a,ld piltet', lord. 
001 tv ii, the ~i)JI" of Dltp{,. 

DOlt_~an'(" from dOlt)'il, a giant, and utt'l" an PllPm\. 

DOltyil.-Gooroo, from dOlly U, a g I,mt, and gooroo, » 
tpachf'l'. 

DOl\' U!?, II u, frolll dOlVU, futc, Mid gll,l, to know. 

Dolil: from dool, to "WIIl~. 
Doolalu, frolll noollnbhu, obtailled WIth palll. 

Doorga, difficult of accps<;, frolll door, pfrl" and glim, 

togo. 

Door)odhunu, hom door, pup. and )odhuni'i, war. 

DOf.hiJ, from lIoo-;hu, c\,II. 

Dootee-Si1mbodhu, from dootct:, a female messengel, 
and bumbmlhti, a cal1. 

Droohllli"i, hom drooh, to IIljurp. 

Dronacharyil, from dron ii, a meaf.llre of capacitj, anll 

acliaryu, a teacher. 
Dlilvyu-Gooni:i, from drull ii, a thing, alld goont, a 

quality. 
Driivy u, a thing. 
Diikshn, clever, from di'ik~h, to act quickly. 

Di1kshmacharee, from duksblDil, the fIght (halld), and 

",charin, acting, 
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Dundavul, from dilndu, a walI.llIg-~tick; to ftill in a 

straight poi>ture lIke a stJck, at thp foot of a bramhiin. 

Dilndu-Dhuru, from dundli, a Rtan; and dhl'f'c, to bold. 

Dundee, 1"10111 dl1nuu, a ~t,lft 

Dundu-Shooku, from dungshii, to bite. 
D ilrpun ti, froUl dllP, to ~h: 11('. 
Dut'{'liIinil, from drt.,h, to ,",ce, 

Dilshi1-Bho~Jil, from dilshi1n, ten, and hho~ju, an arm. 
Di1~llli-Koomaru, [mill du,>hl'lO, ten, and k,)omaru, a son. 

Dilsllu.Dlk·Palil; palti "I!{mfil'~ the cherIshing ora person. 
Dll~hi1ma·Pad~habee-gl ~ilnt'l1i1, Ii Onl diishumli, the tenth 

bnd.,hah, und !;rilut'hu, .1 hook. 

Dusbiihula, from dil"I,uJI, ten, and hree, to taI~{' away. 

Du"hil-Htit'hli, from dthhiln, ten, and rtlt'hu, a charlOt. 

Diittatlcyli, from DIHli1, a gIft, and ah{') ti, from Utrc(', 

a sage. 

Dwadm;hntmu, flom dwadll'ihi1, tweh-e, and atmtln, form. 
Dwaplit ii, from uwa, the bccoml, and pill Ii, after. 

DwcepiJ, an i"land, from dwee, two, and ap, watcr. 

DWIJu-rdjil, tiom dWI.JII, hHce-born, and lajii. 

DwoilllatooJ'u, from du('t', l\\lO, !lnd m,ltr(!(', a mother. 

Dyoomuncc, from diy, the sk~, and millie!!, a preciou., 
stOlle. 

Eeshwu, the glOtlOU,~, fi()m p(-~h, to be grand. 

Ekamru·K,lIIuuii, liOlu c.:']Hl, one, amril, a mUlIgo tree, 

and kanunu, a fore'it. 
Eku-Duntti, from ckil, one, and dhlltti, a tooth. 

Eeshtt, thc glorious. 
Eeshwiiru, the bame. 

Eeshwi1rec, the femmine of eeshw Lirli. 
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G. 
Ganu, n song, from goi, to sing. 
Ganupiltyil, from gunl1, a company, and'putee, a 1ord. 
Gd)i:itrj:e, from gOI, to "mg. 
Geesh.Pi:itee, fi'om gil', a word, and ptitee, a lord. 
GeP"ta, from gOI, to sing. 
Ge~W, frorn gui, to !'ling. 
Ghatti, a flight of steps, from ghtitt, to move. 
Gh~c!, from grilli, clarified butter. 
Ghm,hu, from goo~h, to sounn. 
Gnl(\chec, a he,\venly courtczan, from ghrita, clarified 

bllttC'r, and linch, to won,\llp, 

(;II'i'e"hll, fiom g,lr('(', a 1II0Ul1t,un, and ee.,hi:i, a lord. 
Gloli, Ii'om gJOI, to Uf) b;ld, or to fade, 
GIlJ.lll'i"', from gila, WJ~Uom. 

Gnutlu, fro III gild, to know. 

Gn,\Illi.ltiHlhlVlili:c, fiom gnanu, WIsdom, rutna, a prE;" 
CIOU~ btonc, and a~ uiee, a tram, 

Goohu, a secret place, from gooh, to lllde ur cover. 
Gouh) Ll, lrom gooh) u, reqUlrmg to be concealed. 

GC'-llIcuhu, from go, a cow, and medhu, l1e~h. 

Goonli, u qUality, ii'om goollu, to athl~e. 

GOOIlU,SIlIUhoo, fi Olll goon iI, (I uahtie .. , ,HId swdhoo, the 

sea. 
GOOroO-PI il~adu, from gooroo, a teacher, and prilsadu, 

a favour, grace. 
Gopali:i, tiom go, a cow, and palii, a nourishing. 

Gopc<--Nat'hu, from gopec, the wife of a milkman, and 
nat'hu, a lord. 

Goopta\ l:i·DbootU, from gooptil, concealed, and uvild
hootu, to renounce. 

Gooptee.Para, from gooptu, hidden, and para, a- divi· 

sion of a town. 
Gooroo, a teacher, from gree to make known. 
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Gooroo-Mookhee, from goo roo, a teacher, and moak-
hee, belonging to the mouth. 

Gooroomiltil, from gooroo, a teacher. 
Gorukshii, from go, a cow, and ruksh, to save. 
Gosht'hil-Yatra, from gosht'bil, a cow'pen, and yatl'tJ, 

to go. 
Goswamec, from go, a cow, and swamin, a master. 
Gotrubhid, from gotril, a mountam, and bhid, to divide. 
Gnurci', wbitf', or light yellow; from gOIHl!. 

Govindu, from go, a cow, and vld, to share out. 
Grihtist'hii, from grihu, a bou'ie, and .,fha, to remain. 
Grihilst'bu-Dtlurmu, from ~hrihihrhii, hituated In a 

house, and dhurmil, rt'llg'lon. 

Gruhii-Piltee, from I:;Tuhtl, a planet, and putee, a lord. 
Grunt'hee, from grilnt'hi1, a hook. 
Giijil-Duntil, from gUJI1, all e\pphant, and dlinti1, a tooth. 
Gilndbi:i-Vumk, from gundhil, "PICt'S, and vunak, a trades-

man. 

Giindhl1rvll, fi'om ganii, ,a E.ong, and cJhurmil, a person'. 
own profe!;sion. 

Gilndhuvuhil, from gilndM, a f-cent, and yuh, to carry. 
Gi1ndhu- Dhama, from gundu, a ~cefit, and dhama, a. 

place. 
Gil n ilk ii , from gunu, to count. 
Giineshii, from gi'inu, a company, and eeshu, a lord. 
Gilncsbu·Jilnunce, the motlll~r of Glineshil; from jiin~, 

birth. 
Gi1nga., from gum, to go. 
Gunga-Vakyavulee, from vakya, a word, and abi11ee, a 

train. 
Gnnga-Vasi1, fi'om vasi1, a residence. 
Gilngadhuru-Shastrce; be who bows the sbastrii, IS 

called sbastree. 
Gnngadhilrn, from Gunga, and dhurU, to bold. 
Gujani1ntt, from gujil) all elephant, and anUnii, the fac{'. 
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Gurbhadhatlu, fmm gurbhti, the womb, and adhanu, to 
hold. 

Gilroorii, from gil root, a wing. 
Gurootmut, from giiroot, a wing. 

H. 
Hctwabha~i1, fi'om betoo, a cause, and abhosti, an ap

pearance, a semblance. 
Hlmangshoo, from himii, cold, and ungshoo, rays of 

light. 
lIimalUyu, from himi'l, cold, and alii)i1, a house. 
Himuvut, from himil, cold. 
HirunyU-gUrbhu, from hiruoyti, gold, and gurbhu, the 

womb. 
Hlrunyakashii, from hirunyu, gold, and ukshee, an eye. 
IIlrunyu-Kushipoo, from hirunyil, gold, aod lilshipoo, 

a sheath. 
Hitopudeshii, from hitu, good, and oopudeshU, teaching. 
Hoimuvutee, from himih ilt. 
Homil, from hoo, to offer. 
Hota, he who directs the homti or burnt-offering, Crom 

hoo. 
Hungshii, a duck. 
Hilngsu-Dootil, from hungsu, goose, and dootu, a mes

senger. 
Hilnooman, from hunoo, the cheek. 
Hiiree-VuU:i; the la~t word is the lmperative of vulu, to 

speak. 
Huree-Dwaru; dwadi signifies a door. 

Hilree-IIUrU; both wordo. are denved from rhree, to take 
away. 

Hth'ee-Priya; priya signifies beloved. 
lIuridra, from huritJ light )ellolV. 

Htirihu)i1, from hunt, light yellow, and biiy\1) a horse. 
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Hiiril-Gourec, from Huril (Shivu), and Gouri'e, the 

light yellow. 
Hilru-Nat'hil, from Htil'il, the name of Shivu, and Nat'

hil, a lord. 
JIuyil-Greevil, from hliyil, a horse, and grrrvil, the huck 

of the fleck. 

I. 

Indoo, from iu, to he glorioll<;, or refulgent. 

Indru, from id, to be ~lol'lous. 
Indru-Dyoomnu; the last word 81gtJIfics richcb. 
Indru-Jit; fl om jce to conquer. 
Ishtii, from ibh, to desire. 

J. 
Jagiirunu, f'l-om jagree, to he awake. 
Jahku, from Ja]u, a net. 
Jambilvuler, from J aruM. van, the name of a certain bear. 
J anh u "fe, from J unhoo, a babe. 

Jatee, a kmd, from jun, to be horn. 
Jatu-Kilrmii, from .ptli, bom, anti kilrmun, an action. 
Jeevu, hfe, from Jeev, to lI\'e. 
Jishnoo, from jee, to conquer. 
Joinii, from jinu, to conquer or excel. 
Joivatriku, from JCcv, to live. 

Jilgildgouree, from giigilt, the world, and gouri1, lIght 
yellow. 

Jugilddhatrce, from jiigilt, the world, and dhatree, an 
upholdf'r. 

J iigtideeshii, from jilgiit, th~ world, and eeshu, lord. 

Jilgunnat'hu, from jilgilt, the world, and nat'hil, a lord. 
Jiigunnat'hil-kshetril, from jugilt, the world, nat'hu, a. 

lord, and kshetru, a place. 
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• TUlpi'l, to "peak, fl om jiilp, to "peak . 
• Trimidaru, ft om JIIIIIII1, lalld, and d.!ru, an owner • 
• 1 i:imudu~nee, fl om Jiillllit, terrific, and 11gnee, fire. 

Jlinarddullu, fJ 0111 JUIIU, a pcr"oll, and unldunu, a giving 

d I~t rt'''''' 
Junhoo, from ha, to ahandon, (\ iz thl" worM), 

.fUIIUIll(:JUyU, liom jUllIl, a"man, and cJ, to tremble . 

• J on oki', from jun, to b£' produced . 

• Hipii, to Rpeak inllll(hbly, from .lup, to mutter, 

.Hirlltl.al'Oo, from Jree, to b(' wIthered, and kree, to do . 

• J urli- BhuriHu, from.i Ii rll, decrepitude . 
• Hbhoda, ft om.l u~hi1." f.lIne, and dJ., to give . 
• Hli 11) 00, flOm .llltd, a hunch of hair, and a),oo, life-time • 

• JU)«I, fi'omJec, victOl)' 

JU)lt-Doorg .. , fr0m.lll}li, victory . 

• JuYUlllcc, trom .1('[', lo conquer . 
• J wala-Mookhfe, trom jwata, a flame, and mookbu, a 

filct' . 

• JlVuliinu, flom.1wU1U, to Pllkinrlle . 
• JOIsht'ltii, from .lyr~ht'ha, a p1.met. 

.Jyotl'ih-"tomu, from J)otl"h, h~ht, and "tomil, the whole . 
• l~'otish, from .iyot, to ..,hll)('. 

Kahllll"e, rt talc, flOm I\tH'hli, to speak 

Kal,.~ II-DlimuHIi, from J...lll} ii, tIl(' name of a 'make, and 
dtilllOIlU, bub,juclion. 

Kall'<\ til(' hh'ck, from kalil, time. 

KalU-llhOlru\ li, flOrn kalu, tunc, and bhoirlivu, the tCI'

J die. 

KaHl-PoorGoshi1, from 1..11111, black, and poorooshl1, a 

mal£'. 

KalU-Hatrcp, froid h.llu, dmh, and rJtrec, night. 
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Kalii-Sootru, from kalil, time, and sootrU, a thread. 
Kaliyn, from knlU, to move. 
Kamu-devu, from kamU, desire, and devil, from div, to 

play. 
Kamti-dhenoo, from kamli, J.e~il e, and dhCnoo, a milch-

cow. 
Kamu.Roopl1, from kamil, de~ire, alld loopli, form .. 
Ka~akhya, ffOm kamu, de;,lre, and ukhya, an appellation. 
Kamtinn, the heart's desire, from kiim, to desire. 
Kam)u, an arrow, or a chapter. 
Kanu.Phata- Yogcc, compounded of kanil, the car, pha-

ta, slIt, and yogce, an ascetic. 
Kartikeyu, from knttll..a, the name of a planet. 
Kashec, from kash, to appear. 
Kavyu, from kuvee, a poet. 
Kayilst'hi1, from kayu, the body, and st'ha, to be sltuated. 
Keshuree, from kcshuru, a mane. 
Keerjunu, from kreet, to produce harmony. 
I{certee-ChUndru, from kecrtee, fdlUe. 

Ketoo, a sign, from kit, to dwell. 
Keshi:1vu, from keshu, the hair. 
Khechiirii, from khi1, tbe sJ,y, and cMlru, gOlUg. 

Khi:1ndi1, a pIece, from chhd, to break. 
Khilgeshwiiru, compounded of khugil, a bird, and ee3h· 

wuru, greatness. 
Kinnurii, from king, what? and nUr", a man. 
Koilushu, from luHiis, in water, to slime. 
Kojagtirl.-Ltikshmee, from kilh, who, and jagrce, to 

awake. 

KoitilbhUjit; jit, signifies victory. 
KoojO, from koo, the earth, and jl1n, to he produced. 
Koolti-Devi:i.ta, froID kooll1, race, and d6vuta, a god. 

Kooici'nil, from kooHi, a race. 
Koombhilkari1, from koombhu, an earthen jar, and krec, 

to do. 



GLOSSARY. 

Koombhu.Kurnu, from koombbu. ajar, and kilrnil, the 
ear. 

Koomal"i1, a boy, from koomarli, to play. 
Koomarli, from koo, eVIl, and mrpe, to beat. 
Koombhee-Pakli, from I.oombhu, it pot~ and pakli, ripE'. 
J(oont'hu, a I{roan, from koont'h, to groan. 
Koomoodu-Bdnduvii, from koomoodli, a lotu'l, and bund. 

hoo, a fllend. 
Koosoomeshoo, from lwo"oomil, a flower, and 15hoo, nn 

arrow. 
Kosha, from lwosh, to Issue, to Identify. 
Kooshu, to lie down. 
Kooshee, a smull kosha. 
Kooshunabhi1, fi'om koo;;hu, sacred grass, .md naLhee, 

the navel. 
Kooveru, from koov, to coyer. 
Koulaeharec, from koolu, a rdce, and chill', to act, pre .. 

ceded by the prep. R. 

KoulUoOdeE', Imghtncbs, from koomoodu, a nymphrea. 
Koutooldl-Survu.:>wi'i, from I..outooku, play, and t-urviii

wii, a person's all. 
Krimee-BhoJunu, from kl'lmee, an insect, and bhojiini1, 

to eat. 
Kripcctuyonee; yonee, a birth-place. 
Knshnu, from IiI'lsh, to draw. 
Krishnli-Krora; I..rorll signifies the side. 
Krittivasa, from knttee, the skin, and vasils, a garment. 
KritantU, from knti:i., done, and until, end. 
Krya, work, f. om kree, to do. 
Krodhagaru, from krodhu, anger, and agaru, a house. 
Krounchu.Darunu, a proper name, and dree, to tear. 
Ksharu-Kurddhumu, from ksharil, ashes, and ki:irddhu· 

mti, mud. 
K8heeri:i., milk, from kshiil", to ooze out. 

"OL. III. 
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Kshilpuilru, from kshiipa, nigbt, and kree, to make. 
Ksbutr,u, from kE.hlitU, a wound, and troi, to save. 
Kiibiindhu, headless, from kin, tbe head, and bildh, tu 

kill. 
Kiichu, hair, from klich, to bmd. 

Kucbyupu, a proper name; pa means to driuk. 
,Kulee, from klilu, to reckon. 
Klilee. Yoogu, from kill, to enumerate, and yoogii, a pe-

riod of time. 
KiiJkee, from killee, time, and hoi, to subdue. 
Kiilpu, from klipu, to contrive. 
Kulpu-Sootrti, from kiilpii, timp, and sootru, a thread. 
Kiiliinku-Bunjunii, from kUliinku, a blot, and bilnjiini:i t 

a breaking. 
Ki'fmulekuUllllcc, irom l..umliJii, the water lily, and hamil, 

desire. 
Kunadu, from kunil, an atom, and iid, to eat. 
Ki1nrlurpu, from hung, Brumha, and drip, to domineer. 
Kupalilbrit, from ki1palu, the forehead or fate, and bhree, 

to hold. 
Ki1rangilnyasu, from kuru, hand, ungii, a part, and n~· 

asu, to place. 
Kiirmiikaru, from kilrmun, work, and l..l'ce to do, 
Kuroonamuyt-l-, from huroona, pIty. 
Kurmi'i-Vlpahu, from kree, to work, and pule, to ripen. 
KiifhUku, a speaker, from kut'b, to speak. 
Kliviichii, from vuchu, a word. 
Kuviruji1, from kiivee, a poet, and raj un, a king. 

L. 
I"cclamritii, from lccla, play, and iimrita, nectar. 
Lingu, trom lig, to movt'. ' 
Lohltangu, from lobitu, blood red) and lingii, the body, 



GLOSSA-tty. 

Lokesbtl, from lokil, men, and ee8b~, greatness. 
Lokii, from looch, to see. 
Lukshmcc-Chara; the latter word means deserted. 
Lnkshmunii, the beautiful, from Lukshmu, a fortunate 

Iilgn. 
Lumbodilrii, from lilmbll, long, and oodiJru, the belly. 

M. 

Madhuvu, from rna, the goddess Liikshumcc, and dhthu, 
hushand. 

Magudhu, from Miigiidhil, the name of a country. 
Mala, a necklace. 
Malakaru, from mala, a necklace, and krep, to make. 
Malinee, from mala, a necklace. 
Mal) uvantl, from mala, a necklace. 
Manl1-Bunghil, from manu, honour, and hunghll, destruc-

tion. 
Manunii, from man, to decide. 
Manusii-Kalee, from munus, mind. 
Marootli, from mree, to kill. 
Maru, from rnree, to kill. 
Matrlka-Nyasu, from matrika, a motll£'r, and ,np<;u, to 

place. 
Matlirishwa, wind. 
Mayaviitee, from maya, delusion. 
Medha, apprehension or conception, from mcdb, to be 

apt to learn. 
Meemangsa, from man, to judge. 
Meghu-Nadu) from meghu, a cloud, and nadu, a sound. 
Meghii-N at'hu, from meghu, a cloud, and nat'hii.; a lord. 
Meghii-Vahiinu; vahi1nu, a vehicle. 
Menu-Ketiinii, from mecnil, a fish, and ketllni1, a flag. 
Mibuil, from mihu,. to water. 
Millhrti.-Kesbec, from misb, to mix, and keshi1, hair. 
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Mitru, a friend, from DJiJ, love. 
Mitrllvinda, from mitro, a friend, and "id, to obtain. 
Modiiku, from mood, to rejoice. 
Mohmce, from mooh, to be infatuated. 
MohU, f,oID mooht1, confusion or stuperaction. 
Moogdhi1bodhu, from moogdhu, btupidly ignorant, and 

bodhti, knowledge. 
Mooktu-Kci>hcc, from mookt~, spread out, kcsLli) hair. 

_ Mooktii·Ramu; mooktil, liberatIon. 
MoolU, a root. 
Moomookshootwli, from mooch, to liberate. 
Mouncc, he w 111) suhjects him~elf to voluntary silence. 
Mriganku, from Illrlg'u, a deer, and unki1, a mark. 

Mritn·SnnJccvin~l'; Rl1njccvlllce meanb to restore to life. 
Mrityoo, from mree, death. 
M rityoonjunu, flora n1} rtyoo, death, and jee, to over

come. 
Miidhoo-SoodiinU, from Rood, to destroy. 
Ml1dh)udcshce, from mudhyu, midst, and dCbhin, belong. 

ing to a country. 
Miidiinu-Mohi1nu, from miidlinu, desire, and mooh, to be 

infatuated. 
Mtiha-Devu, from muhiit, great, and diy, to play. 
Muha-KalU, from miihut, great, and kalil, tilDe. 

Mnbamarec, from mi1hut, great, anel mree, to kill. 
Muha-Patukti, from mullut, and patuki:i, from put, to 

throw down. 
Muba-Poorooshil, from miihiit, great, and poorooshu, a 

male. 
Milha-Rouruvti, from rooroo, an insect. 
Muha-Rtit'hce, from ml:ihiit, great, and rut'hu, a chariot. 
Mi1ha-Premii, from muhi1t, great, and premiln, love. 

MGha-Senil, from muhi1t, great, and Sella, soldier. 
M uhatlllu, from milhut, great, and atmun, spirit. 



GLOSSARY 

Miilla-V rliti1.; vruUi is a ceremony to be performed ac~ 
cording to a vow. ' 

Mnha-Vyadhee, from milhtft, great, and vyadhee, sicknes<:. 
Muha. Vldya, from mtihiit, great, and vid}a, learning. 
Mi1hendru, from muhi:1t, great, and Indri:1, the kmg of 

heaven. 
Miiheshli, from mtihtit, great, and ecshu, glOl iou"l. 
Muheshwiirli, from miihiit, great, and eeohwurii, gioriou'l. 
Miihlshii-Mlirdincc, from miihishu, a buff,do, and miir-

du, to destroy. 
Miiheshwurii, from mi1hut, great, and ce"hwurii, lord. 
MuhuUranii, from mu!Jiit, great, and tranu, salvation. 
Muksbu, from moocb, to liberate. 
Mukuru-Dwi"iJu, from mul..uru, a water animal, and 

dwiiju, a Bug. 
M ulJ t1, ~trong, from m til, lO hold. 
~Hili1grahee, from muw', filth, and grahin, recelvHlg. 
Mundodurcc, fi:om mundu, small, and oodilru, the belly. 
Milngiilu-Chtlndlka, from mungiHu. good, and chundlka, 

wrathful. 
Miinguli1-Varu, from mi:1ngulil, good, and varii, a day. 
Miln-Mi1t'hii, from munu, mmd, and munt, to grieve. 
Muntru, from lllutr, to repeat in the llllDd. 
M untrii-Droomii, from muniin, to meditate, and droom ti, 

a tree. 
MUniisa, from mi:1nl1s, mind. 
Mi:1nuslju, from milnii, mind, andjunu, birth. 
MunwuntUru, from Munoo, a sage, and untUrli, another, 

or a limit. 
Mi:1root, from mree, to kill. 
M urulpora, from miiru, a dead body, and poord, to burn. 

N. 
Naganttiku, from nagti, a setpent, and ilnti1ki1, the end. 
Nami1-Kurullu, from namiln, a name, and kree, to make. 
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Narce, from niifil, a man. 
Nayika, from nee, to obtain. 
Necli1-Pilrvutii, from neeli:i, blue, and piirvutu, 8 moun-

tain. 
Neetee, ,from nee, to obtain. 
Neclu, dark blue. 
NeeH1-Ktintu, from ncelu, dark blue, and kuntn, the 

throat. 
Nidaou, a first cause, from nee, prep. and da, to give. 
Nidhee, from nee, prep. and dba, to place, 
Nigruhu-St'banu, mgl t1hti signifies disfavour, and st'ha-

nil, place. 
Nigilmiinii, a sure decision, from nee, prep. and gum 

to move. 
NimitW, a cauSe . 
.Nlrakaru, from nir, prep. and akaril, form. 
Nirnuyii, from nir, prep. and nee, to ob1ain. 
Nirooktil, from nir, prep. and ooktii, spoken. 
Nirvance, from mnanu, h\JeratlOn. 

Nisha-Putee, from nisha, mght, and putee, lord . 
.Nishkriirni1nii, a going fortb, from nir, prep. and krum, 

to step. 
Nityl1, constant, everlabting 
Nityaniindu, from nityu, constant, and anilndii, joy. 
Niyilmil, a resolution. 
Noiyayiku, a folJuwel' of the Nyayu philosophy. 
Nouka-Khuodil, from nouka, a 'boat, and kbundii, a 

part. 
Nree-M6dhu, from nree, a man, and mcdhu, flesh. 
Nriainghu, from nree, a man, and singhU, a lion. 
Nl1bhiiswilt, from nubbtis, the t.ky. 
Niikshutreshu, (rom nilkshiitrii, a planet, and eesbu, a 

lord. 

N i1!u-DaDga, frOl,ll niHil, Q reed, and danga, a place. 
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N ulu-Chilmpoo, from niilil, the name of a king, and 
chiimpoo, a particular klOd of composition in which 
the same subject is maintained in all the nrieties (If 
prose and verse. 

N iimoochee- SOOdUIlU, a proper name joined to ,sood, to 
kill. 

N urn uskaru, a reve rential mode of obeisance: from nu
mus, a bow, and kree, to make. 

N uril, man, from nree, to do right .. 
Nlirmuda, from ni1rmu, sport or entertainment, and 

da, to give. 
Nuri1-Singhil, from nilril, man, and singhti, excellent. 
N iivii-Ptitnka, from n Ii vii, nine, and p Ii tru, leaves. 
Nuvii-Ri1tnu, from niivli, mne, anu rtHnu, ajewel. 
Nyasii, a dpposlt, from nee, prep. and Us, to throw. 
Nyayu,Justice, from nee, prep. and Ily, to move. 

o. 
OodahtirlinU, f.-om oat, a preposition indicatmg that the 

action has an upward directlOlJ, and ahilriin il, a col
lectlOg. 

OochOlbhruva, from oocbchOl~, great, and shroo, to hear. 
Ooda&~~; oot, prep. allli asil, to sit. 
Ooddeshti, from oot, prep. and deshli, to seek. 
Oodtiyu, to arise, from oot, prep. and iiyu, to go. 
Oodgata, f!"Om oot, prep. and goi, to sing. 
Oogru.Chilnda, from oogru, fear-exciting, and chilndu, 

wrathful. 
Oindru-Dudhee, from Inddl, and dudhee, curds. 
OOJJulii·Neelmfinee, from oojjtilii. splendour, neeltl, 

blue, anrl milnee, a jewel. 
Ooktli, spoken, from vuch, to speak. 
Oupangli, from oopn, a preposition importing resem

hlnnee in an inferior degree, and lingil, a part. 
2 A 4 
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Oopasunu, from oopti, and us, to throw, preceded by the 
prep. a. 

Oopu-PatukU, from oopil, prep. and pilt, to throw 
'down. 

Oopticharti.-Chulli, from oopli, prep. cbtirti, to move, and 
chiilli, a pI etence. 

Oopuniiyll, from oopil, and nee, to take. 
Oopunuyuni:i, from oopu, and ntiyi:inu, an obtaining. 
Oopupiitee, from oopii, and puLee, lord. 
Oopurlitec, fmlI1 oopu, and rilm, to play. 
Oopil.,ilngharti, from oopti, aud sunghnru, destruction. 
Oordhii- Vahoo, frolll, oordhu, I11gh, and vahoo, arm. 
O\Jbbd-Hurimu; hurunil means stealing. 
Ooshmlipn, from ooslun UIl, heat, amI pa, to (ll ink. 
Oshiidhi'c'&hii, from oshildhcC', medlcme, and cc~lli1, a 

lord. 
00 Ltit'h) 6, from oot, prep. and till'h) il, just. 

P. 
Pachuku, he who cook,,; from pilch, to cook. 
Paku-Sha!-Ilnu, from paku, a giant, and shas to govern. 
ParijatU~Hijrunli, frolll parijatii, a particular flower, and 

burunu, to steal. 
Parvut~c', the daughter of purvuti:i, a mountain. 
!lat'hukl:l, he who reads, from put'h, to read. 
PutUnu, from put, to throw down. 
PaH1njuli:i, from tbe sage Putunjulee; which word is 

made up of plit, to throw down, and uOJulee, joined 
bands. Thl~ conjunction teaches us, that people fell 
before him for instruction wlth joined hand ... 

PCCtamvuru, from pcetU, yellow, and umhtirt1, cloth. 
P~i11i1buree, from phuli1, fruit, and rhee, to steal. 
PhnHl, fruit. 
Pingiilu, variegated. 
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PingUlt1-Nagu, from pingulu, brownish }ellow, and 
nagil, a serpent. 

Pita-Muh", from pltree, fatIter, and miihiit, great. 
Pltree-Medhu, from pilree, foref<ltliers, .lUd mcdhil, flesh. 
Poita, from oopit, and veelu, pure. 
PooJa, from pooJu, to honour or sen'e. 
PooJilku, a worslllpper. 
Poondureekakshu, from poondurccldl, a water-lily, and 

iikshee, an eye. 
Pooranu, from pree, to fill. 
Pooree, a house, a palace. 
PoornahhisMku, from poornu, and tl.hhi"hckll. to anoint. 
Poornahhi~hlktti, from poorllu, full, and ubhishikffi, 

anointed. 
Poorohitu, from poor lis, to go before, and Litlt, goorl. 
Pooroobootii, from pooroo, fulnes'l, and hoD, to call. 
Pooroo'lhil, a male, from pree, to till or noul"i"h. 
Pooru, a town. 
Poori1lldurti, from pooru, a 11Ouse, and dree, to cut. 
l)oorilshchtirtinil, frOID pooril, before, and churunu, prac-

tice. 
Pooranil, old. 
l)ooshkuri1-Shantee, from poosbkuru, the eVlr fortune 

attendmg a ppr~on who shall die wilen an unlucky day, 
an ulllucky lunar day, and an eVil planet all unite, aotI 
sbantee, to paCify or produce peace. 

Poorvtivl1t, from poorvu, a calise, and vut. 
Pooshpavulee, from pooshpu, a flower. ,HId avtilee, a row. 
Poo!.olbpu-Dhtinwa, from pooshpu, cl flower, aud dhullWi1, 

a bow. 
Pooshpukti, from pooshp, to expand. 
Pooshtee, from poo~h, to cherish. 
Puoshuou, from poosh, to chen.h. 
PootUna.Blidbi1; hlidh1i means to kill 
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P.oUcanik, a follower of the pooranuli. 
Prajaputyil, the WOI k of a prujapiitee. 
Pranayaml1, from pranu, life, and ayamu, a com 109. 
Pramanikti, from prumanu, proof. 
Pranu-Nirodhil, from pranil, lIfe, and mrodhu, to stop. 
Pratn Kalil, from praUlr, mornlfl&", and kalil, time. 
Prelll-raj; pret u i .. a ghost, and raj signifies raja. 
Prit'hlvce, from Prithoo, a king who first formed towns, 

ral..;ed tilt:> art'l, &c. 
Prit}ahul'll, fram prlHee, a preposition indicating that 

the Hellon IS returned or reflected, and ahur", to take. 
Prl1bh iillgj ilnll, from pril, prep. and hb il nj ii, to break. 
PrUchiIllua, from pi'll, prep. and chilndil, wrathful. 
Prudhanu, chief. 
PrtidyooIDuii, fmm pril, prep. and dyoomnii, richeii'. 
Pru.J<I ptitpt', trom pri:ija, subjects, and piltee, a lord. 
PI 11.1 a-Ya:{l1, from palija, subjects, and ,yagi1, a sacrIfice. 
Prtika.,hu; kabhu means light. 
Prukl'ltee, from pril, pH'p. and krt't', to do. 
Prt11hadu, from pru, prep. and .. lhadtl, joy. 
Pruliiyu, from Icc, to absorb. 
Prlimanil, from pril, prep. and rna, to rneasUI·e. 
Prllrneyu, the subject known, from prii, pup. and rna, to 

meaf;ure. 

Prumiitee, from pril, prep. and miltee, understanding. 
Prtistavillee, from prti, prep. and stoo, to praise. 
PrUtigna, from priHee, and gna, to know. 
PrUtul.."lhu, from pl'ulee, prep. and ilksllee, the eye. 
PriiyojUnti, from pril, a preposition whicb adds IDtensit) 

to the meaning, and yooJ, to join. 
Ptl.dart'hu, froOl pildu, a word, and ilrt'hil, an object. 
l~i1dmaluya, from pudmu, the water-lily, and aliiyll, re_ 

!!ulence. 
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Plidmii-N abhU, from piidmll, a water-lily, and nabbe~ 
the navel. 

Piidmu-Pl'ilbhoo, from pudmu, a water-lily, and prl1bhoo, 
a lord. 

Pudyavulee, from pildya, prose, and avtllee, a row, af 
range. 

Pl1diing, from piidii, a place. 
Ptiddhiltee, a road, from piidu, the foot, and hiln, to 

smite. 

Pukshildhuru-Mishril, from puk.,hu, a lunar half month, 
and dhuru, to hold. 

Ptinchangil, from pilnchi1l1, five, and i'ingi1, the body. 
Punchilkti, fl'om pUnch tin, five, 

Pi1nchu-Choorn, from plinchu, five, 01' much, and cboora, 
a crest. 

Punchiimec·VriHi1, from punchU, five, and vriitll:, the 
ceremfluies connected With a 'ow. 

Punchu-Rutnu, from puncht1, fiv(', and rutnt1, a precious 
Iltone. 

Pi1nchilshilru, from punchu, five, and shilru, an arrow. 
Pilnchanunu, frolll pUllchu, five, and antinu, face. 
PunJab, from punchti, five, and np, water. 
Pi1nnl1ga~hullil, from pUlllitlgU, a serpent, and llshu, 

to eat. 
Punt'hec, flOm piH'htl, a way. 
PurivfJttee, flolD pilree, pup. and vrittee, existence. 
I)udjm-E~bwiiru, from purum, excellent, and eerohwUriJ, 

God, or simply, the glorious. 
PilrUmanUndu, from piirumu, excellent, and snilndii, 

JOY· 
Plirlimart'hl1, from pUl'umt1, excellent, and t1rt'bU, an 

obj~ct. 

Plh tim·H uogshil, from purum, excellent, and llngshu, a 
gOQse. 
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Pl1t-usboo-Ramu; pi1rilshoo, a weapon. 
PUviinu, from poo, to pUfify. 

R. 

Radha, the f.lVouritc mi6trcs~ of Krishnii, from radII, to 
accompll&h. 

Radha-Vullilb}lu; villliibbu, be10vel1. 
Itagu, passion, from rilnj, to colour. 
ltaJa, light. 
Raj-tiirungincc, from rajun, a king, and turilngmcc, a 

river. 
Raju-Pootti, from rajulI, a kIIIg, and pootrti, a 80n. 
Raju-Yogti, from rajun, a 1..111g, and ~ogu, abstraction. 
Rajuraj, kmg of I.:lllg'i. 

Raju-Rajc'\h\\tirer, from rdJu-raJ, hlllg of kings, and 
ceshwurei', a goddess. 

Rajurshee, from raJ lin, a king, and I i~l\(>p, a sage. 
Raju.6iio) Ii, f!"Om rajilll) a I"ng, aud bOO, lilL'th. 
Ramu, from dim, plclY, 01 to plea'-!'. 
Ramayunu, from Hamil, alJd il}unti, to go. 
Ramu·Shurunu-PtlHi, from llamu-!'ihul unu, and palu, a 

title. 
Rarhec),u, from Rarhli, a country. 
Rasu-Munchunh; muncho, a stage. 
Ravilnu, from TOO, to 1\111. 
Rhisbcckcshi1, from rhlohccku, tIle 01 gans, an ccshu, a 

lord. 
Rig-V euu, from rich, an incantation, and vedl1, from 

vjd, knowledge. 
Rishi1bhti-Devu; rbhi:ibhil signifies e}"cellent. 
Uishyadee.nyasu, from ... jshee, a sage, arlee, the first, 

and nya!>u, to place. 
Rillbyn.Shringi.1, from rishyU, a deer, and sbringti, hot'ns_ 
Ritllopurni1, frolD ritoo, a season, and purnti, a leaf. 
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Ritoo-Yagu, from ritoo, season, and yt1jt1, worship with 
sacri lices. 

Rochi:inu, from rooch, love. 
Roodrakshu, from Roodru, a l1amp of Shivti, and ukshu, 

an eye. 
Roodru, from rood, to cry. 
Rookminec, from Rookmu (gold), the name of a king. 
Rujo-goonu, from rilnj, colour, or love, and goon ii, a 

quality. 
Ri:iju, dw,t, from rilnj, to colour. 
IHijuku, from run.1, to colour. 
Rukshitu, prp<;crved, fi'om ruh.shu, to preserve. 
Rukshog,unu.BhoJunu; hhojlll1U, to eat. 
RuktU-vvcJu, from ruktU, blood, and lCejU, seed. 
Ri:isu, a savour. 
Riit'hu· Yootupu. Yootupi:i, from rut'hu, a chariot, and 

yootupu, a clll.cf; repeated, It slgnifie~ chief of chlefs. 
HiHuntee, from rut, to speak. 
Hutee, from rum, to play. 
Hiltee.Piltee, from Rutee, the name of the wife of Cupiq, 

and ptitee, a lord. 

S. 
Sadhy Ii, froID sadh, to perfect. 
Sagmkti, from sll, with, and ugnee, fire. 
Sahcb, a title of respect. 
Samanyl1toclnshtl1ng, from Samanyu, equal, and drisb

tti, seen. 
Sankhyu, a sect of philosophers, from si1nl~hya, clear 

knowledge. 
Sarvti-bhoiimu, from siirvu, all, and bhoomee, land. 
Sarti, the essence of any thing, from srep, to go. 
Sena, an army. 
lScvilku, from se\ ti., to serve. 
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SeemtlntORlltlyt1nU, from limuntii, the place on the head 
where the hair divides, and oonnuyunu, a raising up.* 

Sbakha, a branch, from shakh, to overspread. 
Shaktabhisheku, from shakUi, a worshipper of the di,-ine 

energy, and ubllishcku, to anoint. 
Sbaktti, from shi1ktee, energy. 
Sbantee, from sbtim, quiet. 
8bantee-Pooru, from shantet', peace, and POOI'U, a town. 
Sharlideeya, from !!hiiriidu, the clear sky, season. 
Shastrti, from sha8, to rule. . 
Sheetu}a, cold. 
Sheshuvut. from sheshu, the end. 
Sheetuln-patee, from ",Me Hilii , cold, and patee, n mat, 

from put, to move. 
Shikh, from shishyu, a disciple. 
Shikhce·Vahi:inU, from elukhce, the name of a peacod\, 

and vahuuu, a vehicle. 
Shiksha, to learn. 
Shtlpii, an art. 
Shira, a fibre. 
Shiromilnee, from shirtis the head, and miinee, ajewel. 
Shlshoo-Palu.Bildhti; billlhii signifies to kill. 
Shivopakhyanu, from Shivii, oopu, prtp. and al..hyanu, 

to speak. 
Sbivti, the good. 
Sbmushaml-Kalcc, from bhmushanu, a cemetery. 
ShoHll, from shila, a stone. 
Sho;vacharct>", from Slm'il, and acharin, practice. 
Shoochee, the pure, from shooch, to purif,. 
Sbooddbec, pure. 

• DUling the malliage ceremony, the bfllkgroom iii 5t pulls the ,-ell O'~ 
the [ace of tbe bride, aud tI,eD tunullg it up agam draws a Iille I\lth red 

Jt'ad dowD lobe eentre of her fUI ellcad. To tl1l8 ceremony this word allacle~. 



GLOSSARY. 

SbookHt. Vilrnii, from shooklii, white, and \'ilrDii) eolour. 
Shoolil, a weapon. 
Shoolinee, from sbiilil, a lance. 
Shoonyu-Varlee, fl'om shoonyu, vacuum, and vadee, a 

speaker. 
Shoshiinil, from shoo~h, to dry. 
Shraddbil, fi'om shrilddha, firm faith. 
Shree.Sboilil, from shree, excellent, and shoilti, a moun-

1am. 
Shrec- Vidya, from shree, excellent, and vidya, know

ledg-e. 
Shree.Kunt'hu, from shrec, excpllent, and kilnti'i, the 

throat. 
Shrcc, a title which <'Iglllfie!> excellence or greatness. 
Shrec-Ramu-Pooril, flOm blirec, excellent, Ramu, the 

name of a god, and pOOl ii, tOWlI. 

SAlrooti:i, what hm; been heard, from shroo, to hear. 
Shroutti, from shrootf'f', tile ,'I',dtlo 

Shrota, flom 8hroo, to hear. 
Shr·)tfl)U, from bhroot:i, tIl(" "celli. 

Shriiddha, firm faith, from sill ut, f'llth, and dhn, to hold. 
Shu bd Ii, bound. 
SbUkiee, from bhlik, to he able. 
Shi1ktee-Tlhilru, hom bhuktee, an Iron ~pear, and dhiirii, 

to hold 

Shi:imbcll rlI'f'e, from Shilmburu, a gWII t, and ilree, an 
enemy. 

Shilmuni1, flom shurn, eGual. 
~hi1l1kil· VUnIk, f\"Om "hunko, a shell, and vtinlk, a trades-

man. 

Shilnkilrti, from .,hung, good, and l. .. ee, to do. 

Shtiranilnu, from shush, bix, and anullu, fdec. 
SnureerU, from bhree, Illjurc. 
Shuet'h~c, she \lho is wor~hlppcd on the :,ixth (~hi1gbChi1) 

• 
daL 



GLOSSARY. 

Shi:itJl..Roopa, rrom shutU, an hundred, and roops, form. 
Shutri1ghnu, from shutl'oo, an enemy, and hun, to kill. 
Shiltumunyoo, from shillu, a hundr.ed, and munyoo, a 

sactifice. 
ShtltUkti, a hundred. 
Shutti-Dwecpii, from shtitu, a hundred, and Dwcepit, 

an island. 
Shilvi1-Sadhi1nti, from shilvu, a dead body, and sadhlinu, 

to perfect. 
Shwetu, whitt', 
Shwetu-Giree, from shwetu, white, and giree, a moun-

tain. 
Shwu8lmu, from shwu<;, to go. 
Shyama, black. 
S.ddha.ntachal ee, from siddhanlu, ascertained, and aeba

rin, practice. 
Siddhtshwi:ircc, from siddhu, to perfect, and eeshwlirii, 

a goddess. 
Siddhee, from s idb, perfect. 
SiddhU, to perfect. 

Sindhu~atcc, frum smdhu, to cnt a passagE', and krit, to 
cut. 

Siddhi:i-munlrl"i, from sidhu, accomplished, and mi1ntru, 
an incantation. 

Siddbantll, from .,iddh Ii, proved, and until, end. 
Singhu, a lion, from hangs, to lIlJure. 
Singhil-Vahince, from siogbu, a hon, and \uh, a vehicle. 
Smiirii, from smree, to remember. 
Smtiru-II urii, from smuru, Cupid, and rhee, to destr('},. 
Snantl, from soa, to purify. 
Soi~'yii, the disciples,of Shivii. 
~oinghik6yi1, the son of Singhlka. 
Soobhudra, (rom soo, beautiful, and bhildra, good. 
Soodhaogshoo;from &hoodha, the water of life, and u..cg-

shoo, r~y~ of light. 



GLOSSARY. 

Soodhauidbee, from soodba, tbe water of bfe, and Di4-
bee, a treasure. 

Sookhil-Muyll, from sookbfl, happiness, and milyfl, ful. 
neilS. 

Songreevil, from 600, beautiful, and greeva, the bock of 
the lIeek. 

Sook"lllil, very small. 
Soomalee, froID SOO, good, and mala, a necklace. 
Soomeroo, from 800, good, and mel·OO, a boundary mark. 
Soond"1 ii, Iwauhful. ~ 

Sooplidmii, liom soo, good, and pildmil, a water-lily. 
Soopiirnl1, f/'Om '000, good, and pilrnu, a leaf. 
Soorachar~ ti, from ~moril, the gods, and acbaryu, a 

teacher. 
Soorpil-Nnkha, frOID soorpil, a band winnowing fan, ond 

niikhl1, the finger nails 
e..oru-Ptltee, I'rolll sooru, the gods, and pntee, lord. 
Sootru, to l'ltitch. 
Sootriidharti, from Hootril, a cord, and dhree, to hold. 
Sooviirnu Vi1nik, from soovlirnll, gold, and vilnik, a 

tradesman. 
Soil my ii, the I'on of Somil. 
Sourii, the di..:ciples of Sooryil. 
Spi1rshtinl1. tiom sprish, to touch. 
St'hanoo, from "t'h8, to stay. 
Sndanilnclii, from silda, always, and antlndfl, joy. 
Siid-Gopli, from tlilt, good, and gop, cow-keeper. 
Siidil!lh~ il, hy stander~ at a council, whose business it is 

to notice and correct mistakes. 
Silgilril, froOl I-il, with, and gilrll, poison. 
SUhoktef', from silhit, with, and oqktee, a word. 
Silhilsrangshoo, from sl1hUSI'ii, a ~oasand, and iingsboo, 

ray. of light. 
SilhUsraksltil, from silhilsr11, a tbousand, and UJnhee, the 

eye. 
~OL. Ill. 28 



GLMSA'ltY. 

Siimadbee, Worn sling, prep. snd adbllnl1, a rec~ptacltt. 
Snmasoktee, from stlmasii, to compound, and ooktee, a 

word. 
Siimi1vilrttee, from suml{, equal, and vrit, presence. 
8nnje~-\lilne~, from snng, prFp. and jiv, life. 
Sungk!>hipUI.-Saru, from silngkshiptii, abridged, and sari!, 

essence. 
Siingyllmii, 811ng, '[»'l'p. and ytirn, to cease. 
Sung-skarn, from sung, prep. and kree, to do. 
SungskritU, from sting, pr"p. and kree, to do. 
Sundbya, from sung, prep. and dhoi, to remember. 
SiillgkccrtUni1, from sung, prep. and keertiinil, to "peak 
, altlud. 

Sungblta, from ,,11ng, prrp. and hiW, to collect. 
Snnkeernu, from silng, prep. and kccrnli, thrown about. 
Slillkrundullu, from sung, prep. and krundunu, to cry. 
Silnyasee, from sung, prep. and nyasil,.to renounce. 
Silptlirehe€, from suptu, seven, and risbee, a sage. 
Sijptasbwl:i, from suptii, seven, and ilshwu, a horse. 
Silptuswfira, from si:iptti, ~e'len, and swi:iril, sound. 
Surpilgnu, from siirpii, a sprpcnt, and hun, to dt'Stroy. 
S!lrv u.BhootU-kshu) ii, from l'Iurvii, all, bhooti1, souls, 

and k"hee, a decay. 
Siirvvi1, all. 
Slirvvl1-Dlikshinil, from bUrvVU, all, and dukshina, a fee 

at dismission. 
Stirvvi:i. ... Mi1ngiiHl, from siirvii, all, aDd milngilln, good. 
Silteekti, from su" substituted for siibil, with, aad lean, 

a commentary. 
Siitprtltipilkshil, from But, right, and priltiptlbldl, an 

enemy. 
SI,U .. kurmii, from silt, ,ood, and 'ldtnonn, to wo~. 
S4twii-goonii, from siitwu, good, and gooai1, quality. 
Si1tct>, from silt, pure. ' 
Sutyh-Narayunu, from_ siltyti, true, aM NanyiloU 



Si1tyLi~it., frOJD lIubtl, tr~ a~ Jf'8, to conquer. 
Stttyu-yoogu, from siltyu, true, aod yoogii, tl u.ellntte 

time. 

Stivilrua, from su, one, and vilrnti, kind. 
Sil\'y tibhichllrti, from siihil, with, and vyiibhicharu, wrong 

practice. 
Swaha, presentment of oblatIOns. 
Swurniikarl1, from swurnii, gold, and krel', to make. 
Swilr}ogu, from c;wur, hedven, and yogu, a sacrifice. 
Swayum.bboovu, from swilyung, itself, and bhoo, ex-

Istenpe 
Swildha, presentment of oblahon~. 
Swlitnbhoo, from ~hilng, pro"perlty, and bhou, existence. 
Swtirbhanoo, from swilr, heaven, and blla, light. 

'f. 

Tallli!.rti, thl' hell of darkness, from tilmisril, darkness. 
Tarilkeshwilru, from tarukil, a saviour, and ecshwllril, 

a god. 

Tarukti-jit, from 'farukil, and jee, victory. 
T~jomtiyi1, from t~.ius, glory, and mu)u, fulness. 
Tejil, glory, from tlJ, to sharpen. 
Tecka, from teck, to Judge. 
T~jilsh Chilndl ii, from tCJt:is, glory, and chundri1, the 

moon. 
T'hakooril, honourable. 
T'hakoorancc, from t'hakooru, a lord. 
T.lottuma, from tilii, dark spots on the skin, and oottil-

mu, excellent. 
TOljtisfi, from tejUs, brightness. 
Toililkaru, from tJiil, 011, and kree, to make. 
';i'oorallhat, a Dame of Indril. 
ToflStCe, from toosb, tQ, please. 

2B2 



GLOSSA.ItY. 

T r.eta.· Y 003'ti, from tree, three, and yoogil, a de6aite 
period of time. 

Trikootil, from tree, three, and kooHi, a mountain peak. 
'fripoorantilldl, from tree, throe, pooril, a house, and 

tintukil, a d~troyer. 
Tripoora, from tree, three, and poor", a town. 
Tripoora-Soondilree; ~oondu.ree, beautiful. 
Triahikhil, for tree, three, and sbikha, the ascending 

Oame. 
Trivellee, from tree, tbree, and venee, a stream. 
Tilmti-goonti, from ttimils, darknese, and goonil, quality. 
Tilmil, from tumiis, darkness_ 
Tiinmatrb, from tut, that, and matra, only. 
Ttlntri1, from t Ilntrl1, to hold. 
Tilpu.r..ya, from Ulpus, religious austerities. 
Tilptil-Shoormee, from tilptl1, hot, and sboormee, an 

image of iron. 
Ti1rkalilnkarl1, from tl1rki1, the name of the nyanil dlir· 

shilnil, and ilHinkarl1, an ornament. 
Tilrkil, from Ulrki1, to infer. 
Ti1rl1nee, from tree, to save. 
Tilrpilnil, from trip, to satisfy. 
Ttlrtlnglllee: Ulrungu signifies the swell of water. 
Tiltee, 'rom Hlnil, particulars. 
Ttlttwu, from tilt, that, trutb. 
Twtlrita, from twtlril, quickly. 

U. 
Ubbivadl1nil, to bow, f1'om tlbbee, prep. aad .. ad, to 

salute. 
Ubtlsto~ from 0, priv. and btlstoo, a thing. 

• The fOllr yocpa are D1lIIIbered MOOrdlu;; to the quaatlty of rell,loll In 
each; tbu the 1kJ11- lou puu. the tnta, &b.-, the d..,.,., two, 
and tae k61ee, ODe. 



GLcJSSA'RY. 

Ubhl1yll-Chtirlinii, hm 0, bhl:iytl., fear, and chtl.rt'loli, rpet. 
Ubju, from iip, water, andjiinii, birth. 
Ubjl1.Yonee, from iibjii, the water-lily, and yonet", a 

birth.plact>, as water IS the birth-place of fish. 
Ubyiingii, from ii, and byi1ngii, crooked. 
lJchyootil, from ii, and chyoottl, to ooze. 
Udbhootii, wonderful. 
Udbi1caree, from ildhet>, prep. and kree, to do. 
Udhyatmil, from iidhee, prep. and atmnn, spirit. 
Udwoitil, from ii, and dwf'f', two. 
Udwiteeyll, from ii, priv. and dwitecyii, the second. 
Udwuyanundii, from ti, priTJ. dwoi; two, and ant1ndu,joy. 
Ughoru-Piinfheeo;, from Ugborii, a name of Sbivil, and 

punt'hu, a way. • 
Ugnibhoo, from ilgnee, fire, and bhoi5, existence. 
Ugnanii, from il, priv. and gnanit, knowledge. 
Ugnihotree, fron\ ilgnee, fire, and hotree, a sacrificial 

prieRt. \ 

Ugnishtomil, from ilgnee, fire, and stoo, praise. 
U grii-Dwcepti, from ugrii, befort>, and dweepii, nn 

island. 
Ugrudanee, from iigrti, before, and dR, to give. 
Ujitil, from il, and jitu, victory. 
Ulitil-Nat'hu, from lijitl1, and nat'hll, lord. 
iikalee, a follower of the t!kalil Pooroosbil. 
Uka)u-Poorooshli, the being who is not su~ect to time, 

from uknl ti, without time, and poorooshu, a male. 
lJkroorij.S!1ngbadfi, from ii, priv. kroodl, cruel, and 

stingbadil, a report. 
Ukshilyu, from il, and kshE-e, to decay. 
Uli1kanllnda, from i11i1kl1, light, and ani1ndii, joy. 
" Ullinkaril, from tiUlng, proper, and kree, to do . .. 
UQlriUl-SUril, from ilmriUl, the "ater of U~, and silrits, 

(I pool. 



GLpSSARY. 

Umill'8'\"utee, fJ;'om iimilrii, immortal. 
fJmvoodli, from umvoo, water, aDd da, to give. 

oJ 
U nadee, from il, and adee., 6rst. 
Unad~a, from fin, and ad)a, beginning. 
Undhii-Koopu, from iindb\1, dark, and koopu, a well. 
Ungl1, members, or body. ' 
U~gi1-lI~asu, from ilogil, the body, and n)'a!ou, placing. 
Ungshooman, from ilngshooJ glory. 
U nj il nil, a black pow der applied to the eye.lids. 
Unnilda-K ti1pil, from iinnil, food, da, to give, and kilp, 

to e abll' or capable. 
UDimittil, from il, pril:. and nimitti:i, a caUhe. 

(.J 

UnnU-Poorna, from unnli, food, and poorDi1, full. 
tJnntimtiyii, from linnu, t()od. 

Unnil.Prashilnii, from iinni:i, food, and prat.hullii, feeding. 
Unoo-Patiikii, fl'om Unoo, sma)), and paliiku, ~ill. 
Vnungii, from ii, and i:ingi:i, body. 
iJntilki:i, from until, the eud, and kl'ee, to do, 
U DuntU, from ii, and ilntil, the end. 
UDilD~iijil, from ti, iinyti, other, andji1nil, to be born. 
D patree.f\ firUn il, from U, patrii, a worthy person, and 

kree, to do. ,( 
Upoorvilta, from u, pri-v. and poorvi1, unprecedented. 
tJ p-Pti lee, from tip, water, and pillee, a lord. 
Uprtidhanii, from ti, pri'V. and prudbanil, chief. 
Up~iira, from tip, water, and &ree, to go. 
t] ptinnootee, frorn Upu, prep. and knoo, to steal. 
Upurajita, fr~m ii, and purajita, to conquer. 
lJpiira-Viil'ti1nu, from, u, pura, prep. and avurtullu, to 

go in a circle. 
Upllrna, from u, aod purnil, leaves. 
(Trdbi1-Narj",h~'Vih ii, fr~m iirdhi:i, half, naree, lYOlIJan, 

and ee~hwtirill a S?d. 



GLOSSA·RY. 

UNlhtt.Riit'hee; from tirdhu, half, and l'ut'bee, a cha-
rioteer. 

Urdhti-shlokti, from tirdhn., half, and sblokil, a verse. 
'01'oonll, the dawn. 
Urt'hiibbedl1, from ilrthu, meaning, and bbedu, separa-

tion. 
Uriindhilna, from ii, and rundhilnii, to cook. 
Ushoka, from ii, and ~hooch, sorrow. 
Ushtii-Vusoo, from ushtu, eight; and VUl>OO, a sort of 

gods. 
Ushtii-Vilkril., from iishtU., eight, and vnkru, crooked. 
Usee--Piitru-Viinu, from usee, a scymetar, pUtrii, leave'S, 

and vilni1, forest. 
Ushwtt-seni1, from ilshwii, a horse, and sena, a soldier. 
Ushwinee-Koomaril, from iishwince, a mare, and kooma-

ro, a child. 
UshwtimCdhil, from ilsbwll, a borse, and medhll, flesh. 
Usiddhee, ii·om it, priv. and siddhee, completion. 
Usooril, from il, priv. and 800rii, a name applied to the 

gods. 
"()shtll, eight. 
U~ti1ngi1, from ilstlfti, eight, and ilngi:i, the body. 
\JsUmprugnatii, from ii, priv. and sumprlignatu, com-

pletely informed. 
Vailt, fr{)m il, priv. and silt, entity. 
Utee-Patilkil, from utee, excessive, and patiiku, sin. 
Utee-Rut'hee, from litee, very great, and ri1t'hee, a c~a-

rioteer. 
Utikayi1, (rom iitee, great; and kayh, the bod}. 
Utiratru, from iltee, beyond, and ratree, night. 
Utishi1yoktep, from utishi1yil, exceeding, and ooktee, a 

word. 
Utit'hee, frotn nt, to move pflrpetually; a g1le!Jt, a 

stranger. 



GLOSSARY. 

'UvildbOOtU, from ilvil, prep. and dhOo). to.r~oullep. 
lrviilarll, from uVii, to descend, and tre~, to sa,,~ .. 
(Tviltil.Nirodhilnil, from ilfiltil, a hole in the groWld, and 

niroodh, to close. 
lryodhya, from 11, and yoodh, war. 
Uyunil, from ilyl1, to move. 

V. 
Vachllsptitee, fr<lm volch, a word~ and piitee, a IGrd. 
Vagvadinee, flom vach, a word, and vada, to speak. 
Vak.Chillii, from yak, a word, and cb1Uil, to deceive. 
Vakya-Villee, from vakyil, a word, and avillee, a row. 
V ulmcckee, from vtilmeeku, a kmd of ants. 
V ulb-Gopalti, from valu, a child, go, cow, and paltt, to 

cheri!olh. 
Vamacharee, from vam, the left baod,and acharin, practice 
Vamtinu; little. 
Vanu-Prust'hil, from viton, a forest, and ptusl'ha, tt) go. 
Varoonee, from V ilroonii, a constellation. 
V 8stoo-PoorooRhil, from V88toO, a house, and poorooshil, 

ma]e. 
Vasilvu-DC1tta, from Vasilvu, a name ofIndrl1, and dnttl1, 

given. 
Vast1vii-Poojyu, from Vasilvil, a name of Indru, and 

pooj, worship. 
Vayoo, from va, to go. 
Vedacharee, from "edit, and Behann, practice. 
Vedantee, he who follows the vedantit. 
Vedantu, the end or Jast part of the vedit. 
V 6dtt, from Tid, knowledge. 
VeejU.-Mitntrn, from veeju, seed, and muotrti, an in

cantation. 
Veijil-Gnnitil, from veejn, a seed, and gioitti, a calcu

lation. 



GLOSSARY. 1 

\Te~rtt-Sillgbi1,,from veerit, strength, and kinghl1, nee!. 
lent. 

Veeril.BhOomee, from veerti, the ~trong, and bhoomee, 
land. 

Veeril-vahoo, from veertt, strength, nnd vahoo, the arm. 
Veetihotril, from veetll, to place, and hotrll, sacrificial 

things. 
Vibhavuou, from vee,prep. and bhavilnil, thoughtfulness. 
Vlbhee.shi1nu, from bheesb, terrific. 
Vibhoo-, from vee, prep. and bhoo, birth. 
Vlchitriheeryu, from vichitrii, variegated, and veeryu, 

semen. 
Vidhee, command, from vldh, to legislate. 
Vidyadhuru, from vidya, learning, and dhree, to hold. 
Vidwunmodu-Turungince, from vidwut, a learned man, 

modu, pleasure, and tilrungii, a wave. 
Vidhoontoodl1, from vidhoo, the moon, and tood, to bittt. 
Vidya.Pl1tee, from vidya, learning, and putee, lord. ~ 

Vljl1yn, from veE', prep. and jee, to overcome. 
V I1uilm-Adityii, from vikrilm ii, powpr, and adity il, a 

name given to the sun. 
Vikilrttiinii, from vee, prep. and kiirtiinii, to cut. 

Vilwu-Roopa, from vilwti, a fruit, and roOpu, form. 
Vimi11a, from vee, prep. ami mtiJil, filtb. 
Vindhyii. Vasinee; vindhyii, the name of a mountain, 

and viisii, to reside. 
Virati1, great, from v.ee, prep. and raj, light. 
Viroodb.ii, flOm vee, prep. and roodh, tQ prevent. 
Vishnoo, from ViBh, to overspread. 
Vishwatma, from vishwu, all, and atmun, spirit. 
Vishuyil, an object. 
Vishwil-KiirmB, from vishwil, the world, and ki1.l'JIlit, 

work. 
,'ot.. Ill. 



GLOSSARY. 

Viabwttkaeutl, from: vishoo, on fool' sides, Und, to go, 
and sena, B soldier. 

Vishwilmbbtlril, from vishwtl, the world, and bbree, to 
cherish. 

Vishwll.Mitrii, from vishwti, the world, and tlmitrti, not a 
friend. 

VishwO.Jatti, from vishwl1, the world, and jattl, born. 
Visht1sunt1, from vee, prep. and shus, to destroy. 
Vitrtiha, from VitrO, a giant, and hiin, to destroy. 
Vitunda, dispute, from vee, prep. and ti1d, to smite or 

punish. 
Vivnhil, from vee, prep. and yuh, to procure. 
Vivek.u, dlscriminat.ion. 
Vivt1rtti, from \'ee, prep. and vrit, to exist. 
Viviiri:inii, flOm vee, prep. and vree, to skreen. 
Voidtkil, from vedi1, knowledge. 
Voidyil, from vld, knowledge. 
Voidyi1-Vatee; vatee signifies a house. 
Voikanku, from vlkarll, a ,ange. 
Voiragec, from \'PP, prep. and ragiI, passion. 
Voisbakbu, from the planet vishakha. 
Voishnuvtl, diSCiple!. of Vishnoo. 
Voishn i1 vacharee, from voishn u viI and aeharin. 
VoisheilhlJ..i1, from vishebhti, a particular. 
VoiUlri1nci!, from vee, prf'p. and tree, to cross over. 
Vriddhee.Shraddhu, from vriddhee, great. 
V riddhee, great. 
V nbilsptilee, from vrihiU, great, aad piltee, lord. 
V rihtldbbanoo, from vrihtit, great, and bhBllOO, glory. 
V rihnt, great. 
VrihUddbllrmti pooranil, from vtihitt, great, ud dhUr

mil, religion. 
V .. iht1o-Narttdecyu, from. vrihUt, great. 



GLOSSAJlY. 

Vri:uda-VUnu, ioom vrinda, t~ic:k, and vilnU, a forest. 
Vrishil.Dwujii, from vrisbii, a bull, and dwiljil, a flag. 
Vrisba, from vrishiln, to cause the rain to fall. 
Vrittet"; from vrit, to exist. 
VUjree, from vujril, a weapon. 
V iijrti.-kcctti, from viijrtt, a weapon, and keeH1., a worm. 
Vitjril-Kilnttikii-Shalmiilee, from viijrl1, a weapon, 'kiln-

tukii, a thorn, Bnd sbalmulee, a tree. 
Vt1kasoort1.Biidht1, from viikl1, a proper name, ilsooril, 

8 grant, and blidhii, to kill. 
Viikrcshwilrit, from vilkru, crooked, and eeshwUrU, a 

god. 
Viinil-Devee, from vunil, a forest, and devce, a goddess. 
Vtirnu-Silnkurii, from vilrnil, cast or profession, and 

siinkiiri1, mixed. 
Vyakhyil, known, or proclaimed. 
Vyakiiriinti, from vee, prep. a, prep. and kree, to do. 
Vyuktavu-Dhootil, from vyiiktu, known, uvu, prep. and 

dhoo, to renoynce. 
Vyiingyil, ridicule, from vee, prep. and unjii, to be pro

duced. 
VyasokUl, from Vyasti, and ookUl, spoken. 

Y. 
Yadusang-piitee, from yadiis, a water animal, and pUtee, 

lord. 
Yoodhisbt'hirit, from yooddh, war, and st'hiril, firm. 
Yogacbarti, from yogii, and acharii, practice. 
Y oogadya, from yoogi1, and adya, the first. 
Y ogee, a person practising. the duties called yogU. 
Yogeshwtirti, from yogii, and ecshwitrti, a god. 
Yogi nee, a female yogee. 
Yogn, the practice of abstraction of mind. 



QLOSSARY, . 

Yogil.Bbogil-Vadee, from yogu, abstraction, bhogl1,,.. 
joyroent, and vudu, to utter. 

Yogu-Nidri1, from yogi1, abstraction, and nidra, &leep. 
Yonce, the place or element of birth. 
Yoru-Bangala, from yorii, a pair. 
Yllgnu, from yilJu, worship of burnt-sacrifices. 
Yugnuha, from") i1gnu, a bucrifice, and hun, to destroy. 
Yumaluyu, from Yiimu, and alilyu, a dwelling. 
Yiimoolla-Bhrata, from Yumoona, a river, and bbrata, 

a brother. 
Yumu, he who is (ree from the influence oftbe passions. 
Yumu-Rat, from yumu, and raj. 
Yungumu, a goer. 
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