
............... 
~ .. Bhirp". or .. deeoeodMay, of Btuip." who 'WI .. rI 
.... Prajapaki or great Ritbi., and ill regarded .. the fotmder of tile 
.nee of the Dhrigul or BhirgaYal, ~n whicb were born laudapi 
and Paran'rima. Man't calili him SOD, aud saYIl that be eon6det '<I 

him his Institutes. Accordmg to the Mahil>hirata he o8iciat.ed at. 
Daksha.', celebrated sacrifice, and had hill beard pulled out by Siva. 
The same authority all:lO tells the following story :_" It is related of 

Bhrigu that he rescued the sage Agastya £-rom tbe t)a'anny of King 
Nahulha., who had obtained superhuman power. Bhrign arept into 
Abrastya's bair to avoid the potent glauce of Nahuw, and when 
that tyrant att.aohed Agastya to his chariot and kicked him on the 
head to make him move, Bhrigu cursed Nahusba and he wu turnoo 
into a SCrptDt. Bhrigu on Nabu8ba'S supplication. limited the dura­
tion of the curBe,!'l 

2. ]0 the hills they appear to be in some places Banyas and in 
others DJihmllJ11, "They take their food before morning prayer, 
contrary to the UIUal Hindu ouatum. Of late YCfU'8, however. they 
ha\'C begun to adept the more orthodox custom, They do not et.~ 
animal or oUler prohibited food, and do not drink spirits. They wor· 
.bip the orthodox d(.>itiea and consider Drahma, Siva and Vishnu tb, 
wnc God under different forms. The Drihman Dhflsar maine. 
atlIoug hiB caste ftinolYs, and the llanya with Banyu, avoiding w\\aYI 
the SAme family (JDlr(j ) or one having the :same r~cnily deity.N" 
The only sectiOD! shown in the Census Returns Ill'C Kans and Miilul'. 

3. In the plainl thcir traditiollll nry. According to onc ~ 
count they were driven from thcir original home, Kashmir, by the 
tyranny of their mIers, OJld settled in Delhi. In Benatea they fix on 
Delhi u tlu..jr home. Those in },{nthul'1lo have emigrated £rom Our­
glon and have acquim1 considerable property and inAucnte. II They 
combine the offioe aptitude of the Kiyuth with the keen IIOeDt for 
money making and the Ainty hard. bea.rtodnce. to a debtor oba~ 
teri.tie of a Danya. They are oon&Cquently mostly bard laocUord. 
and wealthy men. They a.re the bereditary Qi.nf1ngoe of Madmra 
aDd Cbbita."1 

•. DbQaal'8 are ... 11 VaillhnaV .... and in these .ProTinoea at. __ 
DOlle of t.beoo are ~s. They regulate their li.,. by &be IDOI& 

\ IH-w_. 01 ........ 1 DfeU....." •••. 
I .~ B'-'&II,_ 6_ ..... 11\0 ... 
• ...... ..,K..,.t.17. 



.... a. nIoo ~ m.a ..... ood ... putioaIarIr -.. ia .... 
obieai"'" cA Hmu oenmoaiea. ThIy are a mi •• _~ 
tIari'riDg 0_, aoellent clerk~ aDd mm of bulib81.. T,bey an ... 

DOted for their skill in music. 

6. The Bbirgava Sabha of laypur has supplied an aooount of 
the CMt.e wbich reprefICnta that the DhGsa:ra were formerly family 
prieata (PMro4it) of varioDs IUjlLl, but thoy now, since the Muham· 

madan invasrons, ba,'\'0 discontinued these functions, Other u-.gtll 

(4d4,.) they praotise like Brihman!. Only th08e who ate QO~ 

for Sanskrit learning are 'known by the title Pandit. Like other 

Brihmanl they worship the Rishi.s, from whom thcte eponymOUI 

gotr", are derived. SoUle do the oblation (~"rpDII. ) daily: othen at 
tbe Pitropakaha., or fortnight devoted to the dead. They wonhip 

the ordinary Pineha. Devata or five groow god •. 
The main saints of the creed are Cbn.randbji, Navaldiaji and 

NtrilyandAsji, who fl ourished at Delhi, Mathll1"8. and Bindrabau, 

J'8Ipccti vel y. 

6. Their golrnl 81'e-

(1) Vid or Bandla., with the Pr .. varu, Bhlrg..ft, Chivan, AP'-" 
van, Aurab, Bayidit. 

(2) Bllchhlas or Vatm, with Pra.varaa, Bhtrga'l'lI., Cbiyu, 

• Aptwln, Aurab, and J AmdaCD&. 

(3) B1cbhlas or Vatsa, with PravarM, Dichl..al, J\rjuna aDd 
Batsat. 

(4) Kiaib or Kiilhip with Pru.\'8.rat, Kisbip, Kutea., Dblrp-. 
CbivaD, Aphin, Aurab, J Amdagna.. • 

(6) Girglu or GAgla., witb Pra.\·AJ'&S, aArgal, Dbri~ , lila. 
dava, Chinn, Vaishama, or Yioait. 

(6) Kuta. or Kuehl.., with Pravar&ll, Kutsa, Aurab, 7Am. 

dagna. 
(f) GAJae or- Gou, witb PravaraI, Bbirgava, Chivan, aDd 

Jl:ndagu. All follow the ritual of tbe Yajur Veda. 
They claim t(I belong to the Pantha aaud •• took. 'ftwr 
an iavtWted with t.be BriltmaDlcaJ cord in the ordiauJ 
"'y_ Bach family'" it.. 0W1l bouNhllld and (~ .. 
4no1o). 



N __ • 

Dobno D6a 8 AilahlW .. 
a.UlWIpClf .. Jhhti 

:I 
..... 

1I_II'.mapf .1 Jllluul IJl 

II..". ... I..litpllf ... 
lhaland.bt.br . 11 Bo_ " 
..... h , .. I Minapnr III 

Ifat.hora ." Jall1lpor 'OO .... . 816 Ohbipur .. 
PII!fakl,lW .. Gorwokhpllr ,. 
."o,..ri 100 Buti ." 
Btl .. h ." LockDOW' 8M 

• 
BOah . • SIt.pllr 11 

B ..... lJ Kilen. 1 

............ ... 'aidb6d .. 
Alhj.W.apar • ....... • " -, ... &hrlillh .. 
, ....... BOO 8ultbpw.r .... ...... ". P_h 1 

s_, ... 
TO'I'&I. ..... 

, 0.. ... ...".. ...... D'-.. nw-r, _ N... 



.w&; DWIIIalt: (SaDa. f1iJjdil., "iDitia&ed, eoa""'''), 
.• fuactiGaal dimiOD of Brihpl.au.-I' The pried sp8aia1l,. emplo,. 
., iDitiate • Hindu boy into the perlorma.ooe of his religiOtU dn .... 
aDd to give him the aecond birth ill ca.1led 110 Dikhshi~. The word ia 
.imply a conu2tiun of Dil:.hshitri, (' one who initit.teI,u It i. QDlJ 
boya of ~ upper CNit.cs, that ill those who &re called .. the twloe-­
barD" (lim;.,) who are entitled to the privilege of Dibh&. But. 
B.H.hma.niam has for the last thousand yous and mere hoen steadilJ 
deeoending into lower and lower Itrata of the population, ahilorbiDg 
one indigenoul tribe after another i and hcnoe the poll6lll!ion oJ thia 
privilege cannot now be oonsidered a ma.r.k of twice-born ancestry. 
The orthodox age for undergoing tho rite of dil,A4 is on tho oom­
vletion of the seventh year. The Ilindu book of ooromoniee, kllOWD 
.. Karam Kand, oails it the eigLth, hut tbe figure is ra.ited to eight. 
by oounting the nine montbt prcooding birth lUI an B(lditional year. 
At the present day the orthodox ag6 is not &lwarl o1.Mterved, IUld • 
boy caD be initiated a year or two after if it suite the oonvenicnce 
of the parents to postpone incurring the expenditure which theea 
rites coWl. A boy, whatever his parentage may be, is not a fuJi 
lliOOu until the di"dtt has been performed. Up till then he i. 
little better than I} SMn or unrcgcDl!l'Iltted person. Du' on ana 
Utet that day he inoura the religio\ul tC!pOUlibilitiel to .... hiOO hill 
JlIiU"l1Ita i.lave ~1l along intended to dedicate him, as a Christian bo,. 
dOCl by the double rite of bo.ptillolXl and OOnfil'mILWOn. Gu-Ill are 
Dever initiated as boys are; and t.bus • higb ~ Wf)fl)IIJl. who 
rnarri.eI a man of the SMtlL mnk ¢allt1(lt but become 110 Sildn. bL.1I'­
eelf. This, I 8Uspoot, is the real explanation of tilt! abhotrance felt 
by UiOOU8 to .. woman being married iuto. caste lower than bet 
OWL The same abhorrence baa never been rclt to .. It twioe-born ,,, 
man marryiug or cohAbiting with a Slldra. woman; for the wom.t.a 
C*D riM to the rank of ber busband, but as IIhe hAIl never OOeD 
iDitiated abe oa.noot raise the bnsband to bel' OW'll. Tbnt in Manu'. 
Code • Bribman waa a1lowttd to tab " SOd.t& womau into bit 
boue; but if a SAd,. man married a Brihmau woman, U:Ie JOII 

-.me. ChawUIa, a ainl'ul and abomiDabie wretcb. 
S ... 'l"be entire OOl'IClDODy of dil,j" 10ft. IIOme tight or ... 

.... 'nuwa~t. ~ day. the boy i. put upon .. "tty ~ 

.... ad UDdergoe. • vigoroue oonnc of ab!utionll. Uo ill ...... 
~1 iii "'""" hooh l _ tl>e boU> m~ .... oil ... 
......, 011 _ bio bod" -.I be \boo ...a..- • _ ...,. .. 
~~ Il. • 



lIun; ..... n. 
..... Ibem all 0II.pa. All ....... be 

<lay or Digbt, but • otriag of !be ~ grooo eolia! b.., 
'tied roUDd rus waist aod to which II. narrow oloth, c.llea "".,., • 
att.a.obed, wtcned between t.he lege before and behind. M ... wJ.iJe 
the mual .4-".-a offerings art> thrO'IC'D on the sacred fire by pri-.. of 
the Hotri class, who have been mmmonoo lor this P\a'}XlfI8. WhaD 
~ !alit and the greatest of the 4"mg offerings ha.a been madu. ilIt 
-.cred thread (wpgr;rta, j41l~'1 is thrown over the left shoulder rJf 
the boy by the Dibhit, o.ud the first net of the initiation it Mm­
pleted. The Diksbit then throws a oloth over his own ancl &lie 
boy'. bead, and under cover or tbifl cloth he instils mLo his ear (iD 
the undertone ao that no profane ears may catch what be _ytl) the 
Giyatri aud all the other sacred versetl which a. HiDdu shonld utter 
on statOO 0003sioDS e\'ory day of his life. The rcpct.ition of all 
these verSOll, and espedally the Giyatri, whioh is repeated fint, 
oonstitute8 the oiOling ceremony by which the boy is formally 
initiated in~ the ritea of Hlnduiam. The boy must have heard a.od 
seen IOmething of those ritoa beforehand through living with hia 
parenti; but until he ball been formally initiated, and this by a 
Brih.man competent to discharge the office, be is a mere he.&ben.. 
For lOme WOf'klI aft.& tho conohunon of the ceremony the Dibbit 
remains with the novitiate I!O lUI to bell' him to perform the M'erU 
daily rites and make bim sufficiently perfect to be lq£t to himself; 
and after Jea\ing him be eontinnCl to be hill spiritual adviser for t.be 
I'eIIt oE ws life whcuc\'cr such adviOll may be required.m The n_ 
is obvKmaly lUlalog<l\u to the Bimi\f.r initiatory OO1'emowCIJ wbioh 
prevail among vQ.rious pYi.mitive races.' 

Dikhit ; Dikh&bit (Sane. di,U,AulI, II initiated, ClOll8OOrated ">, 
• powerful sept of Rijput..-Tbe t1'aditiona of the ecpt.' reJ_ 
that thoy arc deaoondod [rom the SmjbaMi Riju who for fifty. 
0DfI geoeratiollil ro.led o\'or Ajudhya. In the fifty-fl.rst tenerUiOD 
!rom. Iksllwiku. ltij .. Durgavlhu loft Ajndbya ud emigratied to 
Gtl.jt.rit, wbete bie (1eeceUdan~1I took the title of Dnrgt..n. after 
their rounder. In the twenty-fourth ~Deratioll from him KaJ,... 
I6b DurgbADtl werat to ]161 bomage to JU.ja Vikl'UUllii~ ... 
.... ~ of Uijain, ,the IUprome monarob of India. Pram'" 

1 ...... C.f",tfo...w, cum, 1811 ; _ ... Wuu..., ara. I. ... ._ .... 
• rma.(G ........ Bo.,,,, n .... Iff. 
• ..... or-....&.tlV ....... .. 
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t 1"" a.c.) be ,.....m.I the "Ie 01. DIkWI. _ .. oIeo_"! 
an bft i..-d of D~. For tD&Dy yan they reeai_ 
.wionary iD Gujari" and at the time "ben the kingdom 
KaAallj was at ita zenith Balbbadm Dikhit took ACl'vioo with tho 
Rillilalu Ri\ja, and hi ll grunu90n J"aswant; saw the death of the lUja 
of Xauanj and the dostrnetion of the power and family of bis belle­
faclor. The name of Da\lIhadl'aJe fafilier wu Samapradh1n, whieb 
is a singular name for II. Rll.jput, lUlU 8\l.ggests a l'e&.!IOU why tho 
Dj\.::bits do not rallk 90 high in the preoedenoe table 88 they ought 
to do if thai)- tradition Wall correct. Prudhin wns the old MIM for 
a Regilltror (Wntl.ugo), which offioo \\'48 only given to Kiiy~ 
There may be 50JDe intermixture of Ki)'UIth blood which epoill the 
purity of their SClrajl.Qll8 descent. It i. curioW! that in the t.wo 
" of villages bordering 011 old DikhtiyillJlo OM now held by 
Dikbitfi, tbete are traditioWl that the land once belonged to KAYlo6tilll, 
who, when hard 111'eese(I by thei r enemie8, obtttined help £rorn the 
Dlkbits by cOOing pattI; of their villages to them. It tho abo", 
hypothesill be true, the Kiyo.stbs in tlus case only called in their 
own distant ltiudroo.. 1 Q&Want Sinh had four 110M, the cldeet or 
"bom rctua.ined in arnoui, and his deaoondant!l poNt1ill tho estate to 
thit: day. The IIOOOnd, Udhaybuan, migratOO. into Oudh and 0010-
"\zed the di&trict of Dikhtiyi na. Too third, Bl\uwari~ went still 
furthc:r north, CfOiOtiing tbe Ghagra anll napti, u.nd, ehooeillg a tar. 
retreat in the sulrHimallloyan foreet.;, fonuded there t.1l(! gr('Ot 
Simet Rilj of liQll.8i. Too [ourll" Khaitij, migrntoo t.o t}l() caito, and. 
settlingdoWll. in thomst.rict of 'hrtibgarh, took the town of Bilkl\&f, 
wbe~ his descendants are known All BiJldlMiyua. Tho furt.her 
~ of tbe sept a.re given in grca~ detail by Sir C. l~lIiott. 

2. The Dikbtiyina writory i. said to baV6 extended from the 
oorders of llo.iswara. on the east, to Sandi Pi li on the west, and 
bum the Gomati to the G1utgcs, including fOUJtecn pargatW. 
Whatever be their cl.~ to an extensi ve dominion in the WCllt., 
\here G:::l be.. no doubt that during this period the Dilchit IUja 
Wet .. Yery bi~tioo iD thooountry, ILnd that. t.hi, wu tbe timo 
..... Dikbt.i~'" becuna famotu .. a goognlJoooal C%Jlrttllioa. 
'no. tio< of ............ "-"ee1 by Ibe l...-d p""'" thit, oou ........ 
• Ii d08l the ~ ~ ~r8 of the Itngn. lItj .. of , -.. 
llIIounhn., !be &c.... 01. 0-. "" 0"'.... of .up. Iha 
Lec1lwlgoU of Garb AweetN .,ithe BiIeD 0 M'.Ill'1cput. W-Q,h aD 

GoA BAjl"'t;.; • ."..,. ....... 01. ......... to """1 ........ 
U .t 



ia:i:*f; Dia.·· • 
.... iDIo a family <I.hiper ..... awIpooItIoDthoo'""..,.,.' Iso • 
• atleDdant _ roay be. The cIU.r. of _ ... Oadh mab 
it their ameition t(l ma.rry their daugbteTa only into the psl 
Kt.cbbwlha and ChauhAn cianI of Mainpuri and EUwah ; that they 
Ibowd bve cboetn the lUja of Dikhtiyina tor their BOn-in.law it 
• ~toof tJu..t at tlmt time biB rank and influence .ere .. ,r .... 
tboIe of the older Western Rajas ate now. 

S. The sept in pargana Pachotar of Gbbipurl is called from 
TbeDlkhituilhe the country they oooupy Pachtoriya.. They 

.ar\b·WM~ Promo... claim ~ be SUrajbAnsia of Ajudbya, trbe:nce 
tbey emigrated to Gujarit. The Ghizipur branch say tt.t. they 
.me from Duland8ha.hr about twenty generations ago. aDd DOW' 
oocupy nearly the whole of the Pachotar pargana.. In Azamprbl 

they ba.ve been disp0s6C8sOO. of roost of their propeny by the Bit· 
wln. There is MOthur Azamgarb eept known 88 Dikhltwir, woo 
lIN probably their kindred. They 881 that their anceetora came 
from eomewhcro in the weat and oooupied untenanted laoo, where 
the lIept now resides. Aooording to Slr H . M. Elliot, they give 
tbeir c!aUghter8 in marriage to tlle Sombansi; Ragbubl.nsr, GaIw-­
wir, and Dais, ILlld talce brides from t.he Bengal', Donwlr, and. 
Iaasik septs. In Oudh they have rooontly boon allied ooly with 
Deigh~\lJ'ing clanl-Seng&r, Saka.rwir, Raikwlr. Jauwlr. etc., aDd 
infuticide U!lOO to be the general rule of the sept. -

4. In UDio the Dikhita ~lWrally gh'C bridefl to tiK! Cbauhln, 
Db.adauriya, Ka(Jliliwiha, Sengar. and RituallJ' 

1I .. rrtar- OODDtoUo.... Pl])ta beyond the Ganges, twd oooui.onally to 

u.e Panwlr: they gellCraily olllrry their 1008 in the Janwir. 
Diten, Mahror, Gautam or Chauhin septa of tho district, Sombulli, 
.... hulansl, A.metbiy~ Galwwir, Katb, n.is, Gahlot, PaIlwlr, or 
80lankbi M:plie. 

Did,.'hllllff II/ tl, DiU .. ' Hdjp.l, tl«l)r4i., ,. tA, C .. ,., 
.f 1591. 
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• DleTalan. Namb.. OI"'.IO'rt. 
N __ • 

F.makba.W · · , J .... opllr · · ... 
».iDplifi · · .. Gb&:ripll!' · · · 11.170 

Btbah · · 111 U.lIia · · · ,''*' .... · · · • Go .... kbpur · · 1,81' 

"""'" · · · sa AUtmprb · · ~I" 

Bndlull · · · 90 Ln~lrllo" · · ... 
llorid1bAd. · • '"' U .... · · ..... 
Bblhjabhpur · · " .au Uareli · · ..... 
Clumpu, · 86' Sltapur · ISS 

,u.hpor · · · MOO H.rdoi · · ... ..... · · · 8.1~ Kberi · · · '11 
Ram~llr · · M" r.idbAd · · · " 
AU.hlbld · · 81. Gonda · · • 
run.; · · · .GO Bahrlieb · · • 
Jllal.ln · · .. S.ItAopur · · · ... 
lAIitp'lr · · • Parl.lbprh · • · ... -... · · · '" m .... buki · · .,. 
.. inapur · · · I .. TOTA" · 00.711' 

Diwiu, I'tbose po66C6eed of an evil 8piri~ Cdt., .,,), 
madJl),-a tenn applied in tbelIe Pro\;ncaa to an order or MuJ.m. 
madan faqin, who have not been eeparat.e1y enumerated in the 
return. of the lu' CeDiUl. 

In the Panjib they ate HindUl, wear uncut bair, a oecklaol 
eI. abella, and • luge feather in ~r turlan.l. There ia a 00ui4er­
aWe oo1ooy of them in CODaectiOD with the abrine of the .... 
QWm SD1aimlni, Dear the fort of Cbunlr, in the Minapur di.triA 

t. Tbo.e -' Chunir call tbemlelvee Hie dilOiple. of ODe '" 

Diwba. BoYI are unally init.iat.ed into the order at &be .. CIf 
....... Ilia _ lab the oanWdate to tbe bead Iaojlr of • 
...... who -ro.- " Azo y .. nody to drink.of my cup 111Il10) ... 



.,._iliollt.bdlp'" ",,_'-' ........ ala- al .. 

.... totour are p....,.,nd for biJd, ••• , .. t.d ocwariag (pI.e.), • 
!\the (iafa.'1," neck haudke1!tlbiof (,1111.1111 • .1), and waiat oloth. 
(''''19, t.a.got). A 'iMrber is sent for and his IIe&d completely 
ahaved; be is bathed and iU\,tlSted with the garDlCll of the order. 
Then the M\U'shid or preceptor sib racing the north, and tho 
Murid or disciple opposite him. An enrtbcn oup containing one 
ud·a--quartcr ler, of s.hnrbat made of sugar Ilnll water is brought. 
Pint the Munhid recites the DMd or benediction nnd drinlta a 
little. Then he paa8ell it to the Murtd, who d.ri11~. and while doing 
10 keeps 'Ila eyee fixed on the Munhill. During this part of the 
rite he muat not even wink, The Murshid then IiaYs to him,-" 1 
IUD bOW responsible for your simi. Tlloke care and fix your attention 
on me. Do not close your eyee/' When be baa drank the draught 
the MUJ'shid gives him a. ncckJaoemade of jajtl4" wood or of earth 
from Milla k-nown as tAil 'fifo. 9r of the seed of the Cuu 
b.di~ ('aglr/I-b204r), a handkerchief of ochrc-colourat cloth, a 
thin walking stiok mlMie of the wood of tlle peACh tree (4f'Ji1), aud 
a wooden begging bowl (iajl;ol). With this he begs from all tho 
company. lIe al so rooeivea a. wooden IICrapcr (pUora), whiCh he 
tie. to his waiat. This o\'er, be salutes the othc:r members of the 
order preeent in the word ~li,6,.; and tJ\t'y reply H.HH Mi.,d". 
When be is tlmB initiated be gets a. station (tal-lll), and the 
Sajiildll.·na.shin or Abbot gives him daily for his food two wet! in 
too morning and three in tlm evewng with BOrne pulse. If tho 

dillciple doetJ not care to livo in the Durgah or hcud..qulU'tcrs of the 
order, he can remain with hia friends by Ienve of the M"rrJud. 
'l'bQee who live in the Darb>ih remain celibate; if tbcy live with 
u..tr f~il they can Dlarry. 

'!be non-celiba.te members of the order tnarry aooording to the. 
regular M nsalman formula. Th~ dowry 
rMo.4,.) is gtlnerally fi:sedatftfty_ooe tho"aaa 

rupeet. WOhlen in ehildLirth ILN! secluded for forty day. j a tire 
58 kept lighting in the room-and she i. wat.ebed by b~ female 
friends, .. oustom known lUI Q4'Ji &J'Ai6 Ii ....... 1. In their de&tb 
~. they (:(lnform to the usu.al Muhammadan ritual. 

4. The Dida.u arc a u.seless eet of beggart and not held ill 
mach estimation by anyone. 

Dorar •• Pl;.njibi tribe who bavc emigrdeJ. in uo.all DaSDben 
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k'I'M Dopb .. IUPrOsoo. t6 be OODterted Chanbln JUjpuu 
from . bboa.rlaood of Delhi. They uugrated ' first to tho 
ueigli\)f)l1t'h Pik Pattau, whe.uoe they IIprcad gradually aJobg 

the ba.nbs of the Sl'" ej, and en*ered the Firozpur district abollt 01IIt 

hundred years ago. r'~ }i'trOqlur Dogan arc all dCilOOlldoo fl'()m .. 
common IU1Clel1tor nrJl.lol, but they are called Mabu Dogan, 
from l\f 'hu, the ot &blol. liable! had throo SOllB, Battl· 
bu, Langar, and The lAgara of Flroz))llt and MuJJan. 
1\'11110 arc the dtl'scendants Dalllhu; 'bose of Khai the deeoemlanta of 
Langar; the dceoeudo.ntll 'ive in tho aaso'r territory. 
There are many othcJ· tbo~~1'11 in other district. 
along the IJonb of the the 1'_ the Topara, u.. Cho-
para, £Ito. '1'00 Cboparllo . Tba FiNIpU 

Dogtm oomider tbemaoh'CI dC«lt'l1t to .. 

other~8ub-castee. They are very --;.t-'~~~ 
d!l.tlghters in marriage, though they wivOi From 
families. At one time infanticide is said to 1\8,\"0 prevailed &IDOIIW 
them, but I do not think: there is mu(:h traoe of it at the prelKlDt day. 

2. Sir. H . Lawrence, who knew the Dogan wclJ, write. (If them 
t.ha.t they are" tAli, handsome, and sinewy, and arc remarkable for 
WL\'illg a1ruost wi.thout (ll:(.'(!ptioJl. large, aquiline no8(.'!I; t.hey tLte 

fanciJuJ and viQleut, tt.nd tenacious of what they comidcr their 
righb, though 8U8CCptible to kindn~. and not. wfIlltillg ill oourage, 
Ibcy appear to have been alway. troublClOIDO subjects, aoo too foud 
of ,beir own free form of life to willingly tako IICl'vioo a. IIOMi(!h. 
'l1Ie Jewiah £&oe which ie found Among tho Dogan, and in whicb 
tlIey I'fIIdl'lhle t.bb Afghans, is very rcmark, hle. nud ma.Jct.e it pro­
bable that. t.here i. very little CIULuhin blood III their veins, notwitb • 
.oo.iq the f..mdneu with wlueb they attempt. to traoe tilt';'r C(III~ 
nediOll witlt that; ane,icnt family o[ IUjputi. Liko the OQjar. AIld 
Naip&1il. they are great tbiC\'C'I ... ad prerer paaLuring catUe to nJ· 
tinting. 'l'beir favourite crime ill cattle-6tcaJ.ing. TUere are, bow· 
l!'Ier, lIOOle reepootable penOll8 among tOOru, 1.'lIp8Oia1ly in t.he YlrO&oo 
pur naq... It ill 01\11 within the III.8t few yean th .. " the principal 
Dopn have begun to wear any covering ' ror the hc$d; rOl'1N!l'lr 
t;bt .. bole populat.iotl ... i. the CaM with the poor c~ niJJ, wwe 



.. dtfJItWr • Cm · .. ...... • ~i"" 'i ... JtI • . . a.o.-., .., Dopt'I p.....-ve aridmat; tnoeI of IOIDe _S'OIl ~ 
1M HiDdu m IDOl' cI t1Yir family OQIt.oma, ia wbiell Uw; r ow. 
.. Siuda. much moftl tlwI..,be OJ1hodos Mllhmn~ .. -=." 

S. Mr. lbbeteon add.:-I<Tbe Rijppt ori~ Dopa it 
JlNbabSr very doubtful, aDd is strenuously d,ed by their ~pat 
.-pboun, though I believe that ~ ()t perbape Dop.r 
(II.,Al., ])1'01*>11 PeJ'tJian tlD'~ol MI'. r. ". IJtI,in ") is UIIIl 
in dDe ~ ?r the ~oviDCe. to d~ oue ' of mixed blood. 
ADotber derintion of the napV lIJ dogA ,gtll or ,I milkman." '"­
Dogan Ie8Pl to.be origin&lly~ PMf9...v .... . tber' tIban an agrieultunJ. 
Rib&, ud still to retain : sttong Ii' for Cattle, "betbet tbeiJ. 
0IJ'1l or other people'.. l! are clMMd wiUt G6j&n, wbo.m 
....,. muclo ...... ble boi>it· ... 1'1 Lobow-aod "JItoapar!bey 
1ft DOtoriOUI e&ttl,f ~J bur • furl_ IIORh they .." to ba .. 

.-tied ~""!--.:ild beoome pcacefuI .htulaDdme'n. 'l1ley are DO' 

... I!iltti~. 1'beit ~ staDding MaD. to be aboI.lt t.bai cI. 
• low c1M8 Bijput; they are praciioally all M--.lmlu. Their 
ciIW olao. in tbe Panjib are MaUar; Chi-.; Tagra j Mib .. ud 
a.,p.." In u.- ProviDo<o lIwy are all )In ........ 

... . ,.., ......... 
Torn 

1 .. .. 



, 



-at - • Dooo, ba .... __ ..u..IloIlM, ._ 
......... H~ "m1lrd~, blood.t.binty," or 8u~ ...... it. 
• we eball lee, badit.ionally too name of the foundel of the kill •• 
... who aleo eoten into the legendll o[ t.ho Bhangi.. Tho ..... 
IIeIPDt to represent the Svap&ka or •• ~(lr ..Ql dogs," .. man 01. I 
degmded and outcast tribe, tho 90D of an Ugra woman by .. 
~,a, He is required to Ihll outside towns like t.he Cb&ndlJ., 
&0 eat. hi, food in broken v~lG, to wear the olotbee of t.he d.d, 
aDd to be excluded £Tom all intercou%'8C with ot.hc.r tribee; he oan 
~ DO other property than U9C8 and dogs, and hit only offtoe 
iI to act ae publio executioner or to carry out tho bodies o[ thote 
who die without kindred. His k:insmILD, the Chandala, aocording to 
~n,1 ranks in impurity with the town boor, t.he dog, a. woman I 
II' her OOUf1I(l8, IUld an eunuch, none of whom must I. Brahman 
allow to eee him woon ca.ting. According to Dr, Caldwell' ~ 
&he nrvi\-1ng representatives of an older, ruder, and blQC _ 

who preceded the DravidiaJlll in India. Sir n. M. Elliot' ooMi .. 
den them to be "one of tlle original tribes of IDlli&. Tradition 
fixes their residenoo to the north of U~ Ghlg~ touching the 
Dba ... on the east in the vicinit.y of tJ18 &biui. !:iev(lral old tort. 
te8tify to t.heir former importance, and Btill retain the name. of 
Uaei.r founders, as. for iIUltaooe, Dorudiha and Domingarh, in the 
Goralrhpur District. Rimgarh and Suhnkot, on tho R ohini, .,. 
allO Dom forti!' AttempLs have, also, been made to connect. t.bem 
in lIOIDe way with t.be Domkat.ir or Domtikir Rijput. of Oortlh· 
pur, aDd with the Domwil' Bhlliohin.' All t.hiJ discnHioo iI, 
.. Xr. Hilley ... y., lIOIDewbat profitlO8l; but out or it IOm\II to 
~ If. general coneenh8of opinioo that. t.he Domll beJoul to 
ODe of t.he ncM whom, lor convenience of e:rpreuion, we ..,. 
_I the aboriginM of India. Their pe\'80nal appearanoe heart oat 
tIaiI opinion. Mr. Beamee' deecribe8 the D oma of Cbamplrua 
_ "...u ud dark, wit.h Joor t~ of unkempt hair. aDd t.be 
JIIOIIIiar .. ....,. eye of tM DOD-Aryan autooMhon, " and Mr. 8 .. 

• ,...ut .... , ut. ... . 
• a..--, ", .... ~ c....,..,.. .... ,1IOWd b, .B1Io...,.!WM .. 

..... J .... 
• •• '1 ....... 1 Q'--'Y • •.•. 
• p 7 •• ' __ l"'D .. IM ... u''''~'''''.uU.''",o. -....... .. . _., ......... "' ................ • 



............ Il1o< "dor~, low of _ .... _ 

aoJD8Wba1 repuwve in appeua:D08, t.hey ate teIdity dimagui.bed 
• 

from .. 11 the better cast,ee o[ Hindus." "The type, however," lIr. 
Ria1ey adds, 1Ia.. i8 the CMC with mOlt widcly-difIusc:,d ~, 
.-nil to display appreciable varia-tions. In E tern Bengal, aooord· 
ing to Dr. W iae, tho Dom's hair is long, b1ac14 and coarse, while 
hit complexion is oftener of a b1'()WD than a blook bue; and among 
the Magahiya DODl8, whom I have ~n in Bihar, only a. llmall 
portion IItruck me na showing any maJ.-ked resemblance to the 
aborigines o£ Chota NAgpur, who are, I suppose. among the 
purest Specim.cOB of the non-Aryan raoee of Iwlia. On the whole, 
however, the pre\Oalent type of physique and complexion seems to 
mark the caste as not of Aryan desoout, although evidence is 
wanting to connect it with any oompact aboriginal tribe 01 the 
present day. The foot tIu.t for cent.u.riea they bn.,'e been con­
demoetl to the most menial duties, and have i1Crvoo. " the bejoU 
of the Gntir6 village oomrQllUity, would, of' itfielf, be sufficient to 
break down whatever tribol lpirit they may onoo ha.vo pos8el8ed, 
and to o1lilcraoo all structural trace& ot their hoe origin." 

2. To this mnst be added lIJlotllcr point which cannot be left 
out of cowUdel'3tion in dealing with these menial rAOOll. '1'00 tribe. 
of IIOO\'COgtf8, suoll 88 the 13ha.ngi and Dom, ha.ve (or many gcuel'­
.. tions forlllCd a. IOrio of Cave of Adulla.m for tbo outcast.es of the 

\ 

lUgboT l'aOei, and t.he notoriOWl immoral oharacter of t.he wowen 
of t.I.eee tribetl must lun'e had a l>oweriul efrect in modifYIng the 
pbyilique and appou.nuwe of castes such 8Jl theee. If the Dom 
\'aril!ll in pbyaical cJuu'&Cter from one 1M of the ProvillOO to lIJlo~r, 
i' i. only wh.d might naturally be expected. On the ",hole it Dlay 
perbapi be safer to regard tho Dome, not III a l!.lnglc. illdiv;duaJ 

I 
~to, but. lUI a more or lose IrUxe<\ body of meniaid, wbo hoe 
...... for ages in a state of the utm08t dcgmdutj(l,n, and wboa 
.,.,..,.noe and phyaiqne ha\·o been largdy modiliod by- 1be rigoat 
cl tAar OOOul)l1tion and environment. 

S. The origin of the Dom to the ElIoSt Qf the PrOVU\f;)e it tau 
"naditloll of orip- t.old by theml!(!h·..... b the good old tiIIIII 

£a4~f'IIl.Io_ all pt.'O}'lo were l'<}uaUy well-to-do uad "P1. 
".. Bribmans bad 110 l,'ropcrty and built no OOUIOI (or tIwaureIftI,. 
Wben ParamcswiU de&red to appear in t.bc 1rOr~ M ....... 



• _ '" •• _ 'ilia m..diDg to diftIo _ Ia&o -. 
hi .... IIbcut begging ... Bdhmu. • ..n.bi.ag to MIl. ; ..... 
oceapMlon each family follow~. At he beggtd for &Iq,ta DO maD. 

pve bim aught but aih-er and gold. At !alit he l'cachOO the bou. 
or .. PlaD .. ho bad kiIled a. oow and Wll3 preparing to feed OG IJae 
beef. He begged for a.lms, and tho C(lw·killer brought from h\' 
boue .. handful of gold coins. ParamCtfWar rcfuJll>d tho mOne), 
&Ad aaked for a. little bru:loy. Tho Domin, or woman of tho hOWIe, 
went inside and found a. place in tho oourtyard which had been 
halllplcd into mud by the feet of the oow in her death .trun1e, 
aod there a few carl of OOrley bad Buddenly Bproutaed up. Thtt 
.. omu plucked the grain and offered it to Pammclwar, wbo asbd 
her whero abo had fou.nd it. She told him hnw the grain bad 
qroutcd in her courtyard. Parameswar 8.l!ked where wu the oow 
which had prepared the ground UI which the grain bad grown, 

She replied that it had been killed 1>y h('f husba.nd. Then P.ra· 
m."at WaM wroth and cursed her hu,band: Ii Thou .nd thy Jl(I&" 

~rity &hall kill o.nimal.s and remain beggar. for 0.\'(:1'/' Then t.be 
Domin cut'iCd P8J'lUllC6WW' in the form o( a Brilhman-

Jdd,. B,lI.,,,.an jd.tcl, 
CAdr tl~a.Ala. Hdftll , 

EI: pidUN, cUalt" 9""Ua. 

goes he shall roocive iour JlUIlbe.. Thirty­
m. knots in a sing e 1;." So ~wer siuoe P Olll8 are Iltggcll't .nd 
1la}'eJ"8 of rmimall, nd n,..1hmanl are poor and Ih'e (ill "hnl, 1'hiiJ 
"cmd, of courllC, cannol; be of lUly great antiquity, u too rcoli"" 
tll\llpett for the oow i8 of com~vcly modern origin . 

.... Aooording to the Panjib legend too lluoe8\or of the Doe • 
.... Brlhm&n uamro }'{a1ludant. ne was t.he YOuttpt or .. 
fuUJr. and hia elder LroPlen C!X}lelied him. Que day tho call ~ 
Iaeir cow died, and they Nlu.od llallud.aub to take away the <*n:lIN 

.. bury it. When he did 10 be WIlIJ trwuod u an ou~ .011 
,... oblipl fIf" ah.er So mm bil living by flkinniv.g 11.00 \.u'1u., 
.... ..mm.lI. Tlollegend, uudd a alightly diiftl'cot rorm, i. &old 
.. ia oolUw:tioD with the Dbangia. 

l .......... ~ry •• pin, maket 0. noilll tbe dt!«t'lldante "., 
.. Be. 01' Vcu,. aDd l'rvm him one of ilw 'tI&·cul.ol bu r-.. 
.. _ Beobon" 'DIe Iegeod " W. Ici", willi"" IIuoI .. 
.. 4II\r.., ............. ~f~ .. B_. 



".. he ... kiDg he _ • proaIoIuIioo,-" _.- .. 
IMrifioe DOl' giV1! gift, DOr preeeut ob1MioDa. Who alae hut ~ 
ill the object of eacrificc:? I am fo~ ever the lord of oleriap If 
'!'be aages remonstrated reapectfuJly with him, but in vain. • 'ftIe7 
admonished him in sterner terms. and when he persidcd in bit pielr 
~ ,lew him with blades of the sacred ,h.1l grafe. After hit 
deaih the eagca beheld clouds of dust, and OD inquiry fnQDd tIaat 
they ar01lO from the !:ande of men who had taken to plundering 
becaulIC the land was left without a king. As Vena was child_, 
the eages rubbed his thigh, and 'from it there came a man If like a 
charred log, with flat £soe and extremely short," The &ageS told 
him to ait down (lti,,fdd,,). He did 80, and benoewas called Niabl­
~ from whom sprang the Of Nish.ld.a8 dwelling in too Vindbyan 
mountaiWl, distinguished by their wicked deeds." It may be noted 
that Bcnbe.ns is tho title of flo modern IUjput sept which is of 
obVious Kharwir origin. By &nother aooount the name is derived 
by the Doms from their trade in making fana (lMlla, Sans. 'PI4ja .. ). 

6. AB might have been expected in the case ot 1\ tribe wbioh it 
obviously oompoged of Va.riOUB element. \heir 

httmal .hllOtore. internal structure i" moat intricate. Under 
~ general tenn Dom there are in Lheee Provinces at least three 

~tinct clasBefi of people. There are, rU'st, the wlUJ,dering raoe of 
I bouaeless thieves nnd vagranta who infest. Bibir and the euUll'1l 

di.tricu of the North-Western Provinces. Some or theee ha.", 
gradually raised themselves above the degraded status of tt.iz 
'ftPoond bretliren, Some of them ha\,C eettled doWll on the OIls.. 

tkirts of toWll8 and villages, and ha\'a taken to ecavengering or 
iDdUlmea connected with ~work:' and ba&ket.making. 8Mb .. 
the Dbarkir and Dinsphor or BlIo8Or. whom it is mort CQDveWeat; to 
cU..cuu aepar&tely. Ne.:s:t come the Doml of the Himalayan dit-

£
' . who deny all oonnection with the eae~rn bta.nch of the ~ 

have gained • fairly respectable poaitioD &8 hUBlaudmeD ml 
. , Lutly come the Dom or Dtlm MiJiai, who are IIiJlICII 

muiciana, and are treated of under the head Mizui. 
7, Like 110 DWly of the lower cutel the Eutern DOIDI .,... 

... "-" ......... ~4.a ....... endogamouo .. ~ .. 
en .iftriota, cording to the Minapur enumaraeioa. _ 

.... -llagaIUya, Db.ph<,,; Lilla; D""" or DomahIa, ,..... 

.. B.Iytro, Dbuki<; ODd BarcbamIi, w ..... Ion IoIaf 
_ "- tIIo r.mo". III,jo Bon L ........... fir ....... ~ 



.. --.. with tt.. Bhoogio. ApiA, in BbcIa, .......... of 
~ aogunou. IIflCtiOnl. or gotTU iDUlllucb II .,. will .,. 
give a bride to .. IeCtion from which within memory they·bt.va t.bu 
.. bride. Tbeae eectiona a.re Tarkiyo.,; Gepar,; Gema.t or Gayma.r; 
Ptwadtoli, Barbel i HazAriya i U8&.oorsa,; Kundahor; Dharkll or 
Dbarklri t.'hamrci; ChtlTtliya,; Satchuliha j Samand,; Asreut J 

Mahtamaj Naharkirei; 1thngariya.; Nanet; Kaitbcl; SUadOf; 
login; Nagarband; Dhaunsiya; Birba.i Sarkhiyaj Bak.nY_j 
Gujatiya.; Dungtaya or LangOtiya. Some or tbetle name!! probably 
denote l(lD1e connection with oUter tribes, as the Obamrel with 
Cbami.r., Kaithe1 with Kiiyastbs, and Gujariya. with Gl\jra. 
Others are perlrapa oooupationa\ or totemi.ticj but we know as 
P1l!llent too little of the origin or mctamorphOlris of these 8eCtioD 

D&IIle8 to make any speculations 88 to their meaning of any ",lue. 
8, From Gorakbpur, again, 'va have another enumeration whloh 

ill thus described by Mr. 1. Kennooy :_ft I)'he Doms say that they 
fOJ'Dlcrly cultivated and owned tho land, but wben preI!IIure came U. 
Magahiyas dividod into two great lUb-divimone-tho Magahiyu 
and the D!nsl)hors. The Magahiyas took to thieving. while the 
BinsphorB were content to weave baskets IlIld cultivate what. I&nd 
Uaey could. These two sub-divisioUl do not intermarry, and it 
muat be remembered that my notes relate to the thieving olut 
alone, Magahiyu proper, who count thernseh-es the trM, origibal 
etock. They alwnYI dcacribe themllClves as lIubdivided into teveD 

distinct families j but excluding the 13il.nsphurs, of whum I haM 
lpOk.eu. there ate really six- SAY.·ant; Balgai j ChaUtiJULti; Cbau­
bin; DibAri ... and Hazari. '1. mOlri; of ose names are ttl-loeb from 
&be BInd;,. and as -Hazil.ri is a lfuhammadau title of Illmonr, thi. 
cliviGon into families is probably ot a compa.ra.th·ely rocent data. 
ChMldbari and CbauhAu are evidently also meant as honorific titlea, 
ad at the time the diviHion W&.II firat made it must ha\'8 boen run!,. 
riAcial. The familiee Mve no recollection or any common a.noe«tor, 
BOt have ~ aD.r cult in memory of the founder. The lli.nspbot'l, 
I am told, have DO sach nlrdivi.lious. Tbe recent. and artificrial 
cm.mof tbesix tnlb-divisioDi ii, t.berefurs, tolerably oorfAiu; they u. 
hoi .... of HinduWn. and the only ~ to. whioh they are put it &0 
nplate marriage. Neither Magahiyu nor .DiWlpbonl can malT7 
................ by blood, and tru ..... probably \be .rigiDoI .... 
... tail DO 81 ... , can marry a Siwant or .. BIlpi, .... 

., ..... e.IjI" _ w.marry wi .. .., ...... .. 



.....a",mg _ of Mag.bly ......... pooooI u.a;.",;_r " 
hoIoagU>g to ...,h oIan family; but ..... gang hOe ;" ..... 
..wi the oftloe is hereditary in the leader's family. An oukider 
is never selected unless t.he faDl ily p.tQ()k ha.a failed. JI :+t the -.me 
time it may be urged that this form of sectional cxog4my is prl.lb­
ably much more primitive than Mr. Kennedy is dispo&ed to belUwe. 
It is, of course, possible that the names of the exogamous sect10ua 
may have boon changed under Hindu or Muhammadan inRueooe, 
but it 1!OO!ll8 a\1IO certain that this form of exogamy, one of the 
primitivo institutions of tho caste. 

9, The Mag:Lhiya Doms take their name from the ancient king_ 
dotn of Magadha or South :Bihar. Curiously enougb the llirapur 
Magahiyas have lost all traditions of any connection with ~a, 

and say thn.t their llllJl'le means t( vagrant" bom the Hindi 1M" 
Sanskrit m.'plJ, "a rood. n They have been identified with the Mao­

cocaliugao of Pliny,J and they ate found as.far south as Madras,' 
In their originnl state the Magahiyaa R10 vagrantB pure and simple, 
who have not even mats or t.ents to covel' themselvcs in raiuy or coM 
weather. In this respect they n.re in a. lower grade than n011)OOs 

lib the SilllSYas or HfLbCtras. '!'hey !'·equ.ent the jungles, but 8lleIll 

to have nu Ilptitude for bunting or fishing. They live by burgl.,.,. 
and theft, whiJe the women prostitute themaelves. In dry weather 
they sloop under trees, aDd in the mins or cbiU of wiut;er-t.bey aliDl: 
iuto outboUlleil or crouch under a. thatch or any other shelter th.ey 
ca.n fiud. In their depredations they never use the lab."i or 
"jemmy 11 used by too ordiuary Indian burglar. Their oharae­

k.ristic woo.pon .is too curved laUre (06 ... .(;a) , with which they are 

supposed to split the bamboo for making Lat!kets. which with beg­
ging lU'e their ostensible ooouPI'tiom. But ttau! knife ia geoeraIlr 
tued for mak.ing bolca beiiide doorposta (ia!Jjh) . In cold weatt. 
they carry IWont at night an earthen pot full of bot cools, 0'" 

which tbey Cl'ouch and warm themselves; and this, when cblely 
-t, they iling with gre&t accuracy at their &IIIIIila.uta, often 0MJIiac' 
... ere wonnds. 

10. Various attempte have been made to refOI'Dl tbi. bnwlab Oil 
the tribe. To quote a note by Mr. D . T. Roberta, prepaMl fer .. 
last PObce CammwiOD :.:." lu Gorakbpur almost eTery 1Obeme ... 



iallo .... k ., .... boea eouid.....a ..... ODd .......... +101 
.,.~. the p"""'!IDg opi"ioa bang th.t DOIbing obon of __ 
'IIH!Oi .between [our walls would do any good. In 1873,,and ~ 

ill IS 0, the question of bringing them under the Crimmal Tribe. 
Aet wtIB ooniidered, and the oouol u8ioll come to in 1880 was tlut.t DO 
special measures for bhe reclama.tion of this tribe seem likely to be 
6UOOEl8sful, and there was no UII6 proclaiming them under tl16 Act, 
hecause they have no means of earning their li\"eJihood hon~tlYJ aDd 
the only thing to be done was to keep them under unceasing sut­
veillanoo, and to punish with sc,<erity on CQm.rnission of crime. 

11. It In 18 4, Mr. Keunedy, the Magistrate of GotakhplIl', 
again applied himself to the task. Some of the D OMS were collect-­
ed in the oity and employed aw 8Weepertl, taught brick-making, Ilnd 
made to work on the roads, and otheNI were settled in larger or 
amaJ ler grouptt in different villageB, and reooived 8.IlSigllIDuntiof land, 
and up to date this scheme, HUPl)OrtOO by an annual grant of 
Rs. 1,500, is being carried Oll. Some Doms do regular work 88 

sweepers i IlOne of them havc as yet acquired any haudicm£t, even 
t.he lIimple one of brick·making. No work can be got out of Uiem 
exoopt uuoer incessant 8Upervision. Their fielos are oultivated only 
when 801II1? oue is standing over them, OJ1d when lssista.uoo is render­
cd by other cultivators. 

12. "No\'crthltless, on a comparison of the earlier with the later 
reports, & certain advance is observable. The Doms no longer 8lculk 
in fields and forests. They arc all settled in 8Ona~ village or anot.bor 
which they recognise as their home. Whereas fonnerly noms said 
that tilEry' could 110t sleep under a roof because ghosts troubled t.hem, 
they now take kindly enough to living in houses, and. will comlliaioJ 
not of ghosts, but of the roof leaking. It is something to wwc 1'9-

Itniued their wanderi~ pro~jtiC8 to this extent, I.LJld to have 
given them some appreciation of a. seWed and mviliilCd li!e." 

18. Aooording to one story l1ahAde\'. IUU) Parvllu invited 

....... DCWI'; tribal all the {Jalltes to • feast.. 8npacb Dhagat, 
RaditioD.. the ~,r of the triLc, came late ; and 

... very hungry ato the leavings of the others Siuoo that 
tilDe daey ba,vo bren degraded, and eat the 1cuxln.b'il of the ~ 
poopJe. . 

14. Another legentl oounoota i;b8m with Raja lUooebandn, in 
.-. ClllDp I)D8 of their II.DOeIton committed tbeEt; beuee t.be ~ 
....... _ .nth. Ufo 01 het!ging ODd ",,"~. 



DOli. allO 

}5. A third ten. that 0006 upon • time the godA held • 
muncil fOf the di.stribution of the pootar among tbemleh'eI. 4 
demon came and stole some of ~he nectar and W8I detected by 
Viahnu, who 8cYerod his head !rom his body ; Lut. 911 the domon had 
CAren tho nootar h,! had Lecome immortal, t.he two l>ieoef of hi8 body 
became the demo:DB, ltilhu ILItd Ketu, who periodically devonr tho 
moon tu\d cause l!dipllCil. AA the Doms, who worship tl\Cf16 demons 

/

. are able to induce t~ to,relcaso t.ho moon, pioua. people give wm .. 
to tbi. caste at echpsca In order to secure thClr good office. to 

relmee t.he moon. 
16. By aDotbE:r story Rimchandra once bleaed Supacb Bba&"B.t, 

IUld eaid that if anJ" 000 were cremated with fire, reeeh-ed fronl him 
or any of hill descendants be would go straight to beaven. Sinoe 
then the descendants of Supooh Bbagat supply f1re at (lrcmat.ion 

grounds. 
17. Lastly, a. lltory exJ.lla.ins the. hatred of the M'agahiya Doms 

for Dhobis. SuplOh Bbagat QD OI! pu, up at the b{luSU <4 a Dhabi 
who, when he WI,8 drunk, rcd bis guest. on the dung of ru. 8811. 
SnJ*Ch Bbagat eul"lled rum Md hi. kin for ever, a.nd since t.hat time 
1\0 Dom will touch an IW or 0. Dhobi. 111 the Dibir form of the 
legend, as told by Mr. Rialey, SU}lIICh 13hagat bod a quarrel wit,h 
.. Dbcrt>i Ilnd kill(d and ate his as/l, I1e subsequently cureod the 
Dhabi, 1\1r. lUll ey suggests that the legend mlLy perhnp. be So 

dilrtortOO version of &oDIe pl'imitive taboo in whioh Dbobis IWtl 
donkeya somehow played a part, but it ia perhnps equally po6sihle 
t.hat the story ma), have boon invented to explain why the general 
Hindu taboo against. tb6 Dhabi and bia 8811 is followed by 0. caate 
80 little sempuiollH as the Dom •. 

18. The BatlB'phor branch of tho Eaatem Doms forml! too 8U~ 
ieet. of 11 apedal article, and they need not be 

1'11, BanapbOl' Doa ... 
discu,sed morc specially hPre. 

19. The Litta branch of tho Doms are &aid to derive their 
name from BOme word which means" wander. 
er." They may perhaps be connoot.eU with 

the Let IUb-ca,ste J f the Bengal Digdis, who a.re probably akin to 
the Doms. These people, have no home Mld li"e Ly begging. tlThe term ;Oomra. or ~omllhra, which i. applied to the .. bo. 
n. air. b .... ob or tnbc, 18 a.190 apparently sometime. aeed ill 

Tb. Litt.. Doou. 

tAo Elltk:nl Doma. the moro restricted sen. u ~ 

t.boee l>oma. who fire at. cremation groanda. 

• 
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21. The term J.lltd, whicb is an Arabic term for Jf. public 
Th. J.J14d or R.t,"ra flogger;' and Hatyjra. (Sans. A.114, "ruur-

v brroaoh of tile Eaeterll 
Do_. der") is more specially applied to til'08(! Doms 
who are employed in cities to kill ownerless dogs and to act .. 
publio excuntioners. 

The Dhark4r hruaeh of 22. The Dharkir branch of the Eastern 
the EMt.1'II Do.I. Doms has Leen treated of in a separate artiole. /' 

23. The HlU'chnuDi branch of t.ho Eaatcrn Doml olaim their 

Th. ILvohauai br&Dc.h llllme and descent (rom the oolebratod lUja 
of the ...... t.m u.-.. IIariscbandra who, III told in connection with 

the Bbangia, gave away o.ll bi, wealth in oharity and waa reduood 
to beoome the slave of &. Dem. In return for the kindneu of hi. 
tnASW the Raja converted the whole tribe to his religioD, which 
they followed ever liooo. 

24. Writing of the i\fagalliyas of Gorakhpur Ur. Kennedy 

The trilal oollDeil 01 MyS :- " All dispukw are 8ettlcd by the 
UM '-t..m Do!U. pancbAyat, but tbe longest Wl'm of exclusion 

from the brotherhood i, twelve yeart. During that period no 
oompanionship cau l.e held with the outlaw even in 110 theft. Out. 
lawry is, however, redeemable by flo fine Illld feast. The abduction 
of So Domn. girl by force and the introduction of foreign women 
iuto the camp are a frequent cause of panchiyats. I ani told that 
murder or any human bt.oing or of a oow is also /leyerely puniabed; 
but this is about the boundary line of Dumn. morality with regan! 
to outsiders. Strangers arc oceasionally adopted by tilt: AiRgahiYM. 
Two or three Cha.mill1l, a Muhammadan, au AMr, nud 110 Teli, who 
had turned DonlTas, WOTe lately among tho inmates of tho jail. It 
is tbe women who chiofly attract these recruits!' Another {reqncnt 
caule of meetings of the Domra. oouncil i. interference with the 
begging beat of one camp. The8e boate: are carefu1ly reoogru.oo, 
and ' are aometimetl given lUI a doWTY at marriage. ADy strange 
)Jam .... who bilge or steals in the beat of another is liable to exoom· 
munica.tion, an.d tho Domra. of that beat will have no heHit:l.tiou in 
giving up to th(' rolioe a. stranger of tho tribe who atonJa within hi. 
luriJdiction. 

25. Among the Doms of Mirzapur the endogamotlilUb-caste. 
hare exogamous 8OOtioJUl, lOme of which .re 

IIaniate MlI... territorial or titular, and some apparently 
~ .. c,; hilt DO Dom oau give even an aplJroximatcly correci 
lin of hi, tectioD.II. U be is ,.lu .. 11 all he saya isl _

a The Panch.. 
Vo ... lL J: 



-
~." TW ... 1e of .. ogamy ;" "';DIorool b:T \be proWbiIiGD '" 
....,riage in the family of 'he maWnaJ UDcie, the faibt,J' ....... 
or their 'own sisters, all long all there ill 1Ul, remembranoe f4 • 
l'8latiollBhip, which ill mrually ~t three or perhapM fOUl' geuer.. 
tl10D8. Polygamy is prohibiGed exCC}>t the first wife be wren, lD 

V which case a man, with tho previous sanction of tbe council, may 
take III IIOOOnd wife. But there eecmlJ no rC8triction in regard to 
concubinage. Sahiy, the famous Dom executioner at GOrakhPUf. 
uBed to keep fool' women. ID :Mirzapur if an unmarrieU girl ia 
detected in an intrigue with a member of the tribe, her lover bu 
to pay a fine of five rupees and a. sheet to her father, and be tb£.o 
takes her over &8 his .recognised wife with tho sanction of the 
«mnci!. They practiae adult maTTiaf,re, the usual age for the 
marriage of a girl being cleven or twel~. The marriage ia 
arrmged by the Cbharidir or "wandsman, II who ill the MSiatant 
of the Chaudhal'i or headman, .:rhe oonsent of the parents ill S1Wd 
to be necessary, but runaway matc.hce appear not to be uncommon. 
Tbe bride-price among the settled Doms of Mirzapur is five rupeae, 
five .n, of t"*lio, a sheet, five lumps of tobacco, and five pMkeM 
of betel leaf. 'i'he l>erlOn8 of both bride and bridegroom. ~ 
caren.lly examined, and any physical Je£oots which may subaecJuem­
Iy apl5e&r are lJot sufficient grounds for annulling the marriage. 
After betrothal if the bride's friends refuse to makc'Ber over they 
aM obligEd to refund tho hride--price, and if the man fail to 
perform the engagement he is severely punished by the council. 

v?vproo is allowed when habitual adultery is pro\'oo to the -a.­
[action of the council, but, a8 a rule, only the direct evidenoe of 
eye-witn~ is considered 81Ifficient. Divorced women can mArrJ 

\1 again by the lower or 811,4, form. Dastard children Collow .. 
c.uta til the fatJ~; but & man .... ho intrigutfll with .. WomaD not a 
member of the tribe, if the union haB not been recopited. malt 
pay • fine 01 two-and-o-balf "'~ and gi ••• _ 01 ....... 
rioe to $be clansmen. Widow. ca.n nwry by the BII14i form, .­
aNi ~Jy married to widowerB. The bridegroom'" to ... 
O'fW eigbt rupeee and one hundred oakes (pt,.1 to the fMbu of ... 
wom&D. H. then givea a lead: to the oluwDeD, in tbe «Mane tI 
wbicb the relata ..... of the deceued hulbaDd come forward aDd. __ 
t.bt woman. Then the ueem.b&ed olaD_ dinm .. ....". 
fat_ to make over ibe oompeuaSioo be _ ftIDIIift4 .... ad d .... 
o! hoi 6", b ... boad-. WIMoa .... io .... tIIo _ ..... Il00 



~ pato "" Ieod ... 1M porting of her hair IIIId pol .. lool 
omwnen .. (t.,..,) in ber ears . • After he doe8 this and feed. the 

. cJ.nsmeo on rice and pork the marriage IS collflidered valid.· 
The levirate under the usual restrictions ill admitted; but there 

i. no 6etiun that the children of the levir are attributed to t.be 
cJeoeuNI brother. Adoption is, of COutllC, unusUAl; but if a man 
~opteJ he generally adopb the eon ()f bill brother. 

2.6. In Gorakbpur it appears that tJle bride--prioo iJJ always spent 
on the marn,ge, and it is a.lleged that if eit.ber llarty After marriage 
beoome blind, cripploo., or leprous, the maiTlage may be annulled. 

27. Among the Domlrl of Mirzapur the mot.her is attended by 

"rn Dom. ,birth the C":ha.mirin midwife and tho ceremonies 
otI'flIDODi". of puril1caUon common to tho menia.l cask" 

are performed. On the twelfi.h day after birth the hair of the baby is 
allaved to remove that la.st taint of the birth pollution. ') be child 
il na.med by the senior man in the family a year after birth. When 
.. m&n's children havo died in 8\looessiou the nC1t bo.by is sold to 
IiOme one for a nominal sum j and then is called Pacltkauri, Cbba.­
k.uri, If he that was BOld for five or m cownes,u or by &Qme other 
opprobrious epithet. In Gorakhpur the services of the CbamlriD 
midwife are dispensed witb ou the sixth day. 

The B&rahi or twelftb-day ceremony iIf done on the tenLb day. I 
The mother &nd child are bathed; ber hair is smcu.roo with \'"6r­
miliou. and the relativelil are feuted, then Il little liquor iIiIsprinkled 
over tbe woma.n, and a£ter that she is considered pore. 

28. Of the Magahiyae of Gorakbpur lb. Kennedy writea :­
II The birth of a. Domra is always 061ebmted by a 8IloClifice to Olln-
4ak aDd Samaiyo.. Mllorriages are contrad.cd wben the boy is aboa~ 
.... yean old. Tbt! matter is settled by a go-between. fhe boy'. 
IMher pays for tbe marriage feaBt alld gi\'1lIi presents to the father 
ci ihfo girl; but the ltagabiyu deny tluLt tbere is any idea of 
puaIaue. No religious oeremony accompanies the m&rria,ge. A 
pugblyM d auemb1ed, a feut held, and the girl henceforth relidel 
'Iriib beT ~-lAw. A maD i. Dot .re&tricted in the Dumber of 
.. wi.., and coocubinage i. &180 perDlitted, but the ooQcuUiae it 
IIeId ill tome1t'bd J .. edeem tb&Il the wife. A. "oman is apparmt,. 
11 ....... to l.v6 her b"lt.Dd ud. ~er bcreeIf too ~ J 

1Iu ill tMt. ..., abe beooa:&eI a ooDCUbiDil. The panebAyat wiU DOl 
....... '"'" who baa d_ped. bat \boy will gi'. Look -1 ,... 
...... took -1. ibo tnt- ....w.... of. the u......,.. ha 
~IL at 

• 



jU ""'" obtipo ....... 10 ___ ....... _1IiIl!' 
for .upport, aDd makeo poI1_~ od .... tageou. ..."..,. 
UDknowD.~' 

29. In Mirzapur the marrir.ge is arranged.by ~.mer. bat-
»"rri.oge O(lI'(!lDoni .. , band of the boy's father. The helrotbal 

Er.rn.raDoIIII. (hllm.,Ht) is done in the UlUa! way by the: 
V'interol18ugc of two leaf platters full of liquor, into one of whioh the 

boY's father puts II. couple of rupees, which he paa8Cl8 on to the 
representative of the bride. They have the ordinaJ,y •• t •• ",.". 
ceremony, with tbe difference that the lucky earth hrongbi: from 
the village clnypit i8 used for constructing a large fireplace with a 

I tingle opening on which the women of the family cook a 1:0..- of 
, rioo and pulse, which i8 plac«l on a. leaf mat in the place where the 

maniagc is performed. This i8 an offering to the Manes, and the 
phrase used is pi'" d",M"a. The lUIual Ilnointing of bride ad 
bridegroom follows, which is begun by the two fatheR, who sprinkle 
• liM;ie turmerio and oil on the ground and invoke the sainted dead 
to "BiBt them in bringing the marriase to a. HUceesdul conoluOD. 

I 
It i8 a poouliarity of the tribe that both men and women join in tiwt 
marriage prooes!!ion. No BrAhman is eooilloycd. The boY'1 ,... 
repeatl tho naples of his anoeston fo ,' five gcneratioWl, And. tha 
father of the bride doee the same for her. Then the pair are .. ted 
uloie together on a mat made of leaves. '!be buaban"3 of the .... 
of the bride's father drops wa.ter on her hands and lIaYs :-" B.r 

1 14MIII dirnji vQ NAt'fI"-"May the bride and bridegroom live 
long.''' This is done five timea. The prominent part taken by U. 
alater's husband is possibly a survival of the matriarchate. 'DMa 
1he garmente of the }lI'ir are knotted together. and they walk ... 
.. bl'ancb of the cotton tree (" •• 1). pltmtAd in 1he mid<a. of .. 
eon:apany. five timea. Arter this the boy put. red 1_ OIl the ,.a.. 

, ing of the bride'. hair. and t.his constitutes the binding put of ... 
eeramooy. Thor then go into a retiring room (.toW.,) or bIIII.l 
IOIDe bu6be8 clolle by, and there a good deal of eoarJe IIIIBuh'l 1 
.. on-an obviou8 survival of the &.bit of im~ ___ 
_ ion 0[ the marriall". .Beoideo thia, tbe roopootobIo _ .. 

1DaIT;.,e alDOl)g ~l!ettled Dom., which iB bmna"'.:.:;~::= 
tbere iB r.u.r hrm called ,.rdINJ. wheN iwG p 
..,., ana a .tililowel' form of the 40" tne. wbln ... 
..... 11 Iokn by her Iotber 10 Ibe _ of her ....... , til 
willa Ihm u'" wile _ a.w.- boa _ ... .. 



..... 5 • CA11 oonlllIOtioa. of wmun wb.e bat.od. ... Ia jMt 
,with .- _ are .1 .. full! ~,' In .acliticm 10 thi. 
almOlt any kind of runaway match u allowed; in fact it ,,;wld .., 
hard to .y .. hilt form of &e~ jntel'couree is not reoognised ... ........ 

30. "Aoeording to Ur. Wise it ie universally believed ilt 
0.,. oenmoniee, Bengal that DoIIli do not bum or bury their 

a..tenI Dam.. dead, but dismember thil COrp&O at night, 
like the inhabitanb of Tibet, }Jlo.cing the pieoee in a pot and aink­
ing them in the nearest river or reservoir. This horrid idea pro­
bably aroae from the old Hindu law which oompellod tho Doms to 
bury their dead at night.H

\ Tius idea does not 800m to prevail in 
th. Provinces, The Doms al1lJ6a.r to ha,-s nO settled usage •• 
regard. the disposal of the corpse. Those who are fairly well oft 
cremate the corp.se, but unlike Hindus, .take w:i~b tbem from the 
honae the fire which is applie..\ to the pyre. The poorer and 
v.grant Dome either bury, or sometimes Cl'emate in a \'ery l'ude 
and perfunctory way, or, when it is more convenient, tbrow the 
oorpee into running wat,er, Bodice of unmarried children are 
alway. thrown into a river or buried, The Magahiyo. Dom8 of 
GorUbpur often lea\'e the body in tho jungle, Among the settled 
DOIIlI of MirzallUr after a cremation they return to the bouse of 
the d8eeatseJ, light a little oil ill the oourtyard and warm their 
feet in the smoke, the object apparently being to bar the ret-um of 
the ghost. Some of them. onoe the corpse is burnt, do not take 
any trouble about the ashes, but leave them where the cremation 
_II: place. Others who are mOI'e acrupulous collect them on the 
alUrd day and throw them into a neighbouring stream. Tben tbey 
~ QpoD the bank ... few blades of gra&8 as a refuge Eor the wander­
i ... .,un, OD .. web a little W2ter i. poured daily . Otbera layout 
• JbUe platter of food for Ute DII8 of the departed during the day. 

tl akJanling. On the tentb day they aaaemble at a tank, shave I 
..... lvtIII. bathe, Ul\ ofter three 1:.11. (Pilfdll) of flour, At th_ 
... ....we. the .uter. htllbucl of the chief mourner (lfficiatM .. I 

Tbi. aeema to be. another survival of the matriarchate. 
!!o •• _ nde applMa in the Bihlr branch of the tribe: _"The IOQ. 

~~~:~maJ, Gater rn of hia female oo:uin o8iciatea .. priell I 
~ ad recitea approprial.e tat. (_utN) receiving. r. 

• ..,. twM ... 0.-.. I. ... 



for biB .emcee when the inheritance 001Il8I to be divided. .... 
DOOlS, indeed, al!8tUtd me that th~ eiiIt.eTl tI01l u.eed formerly fG. 
get .. ahare of the properly. and tbat thiB rule had cnly noontl,. 
fallen into disuse; but their statements did not sed:n to be definite 
enough tc carry entire conviction, and I ha"8 met Yfith nc oorroro. 
rative evidence broring on the point. So also in mar:iagB the 
Sister'1I son or occasionally the sister ,'Ntf,jJl) repeats marel,./J,f and 

.../.ots generally as priest. Failing either of these the b!ad of the houae­
hold officiates. No other indication!! or an ext ncl! cusWm of 
female kinship a.ppear to exist, and. the En.ct that in Western Bengal 
the oldest BOn gets an extra share on the division of an inheritance 
seems to show tllat kinship by males must have been in force ror • 
'Very long' time past!'1 
.. :n. T,ile religious practiccs of the tribe vary ,vitb the social 

status of t.be Bub-Castes, and t.here i8 nc 
Bflli,ahm, Ewtarn DOIllI. h standard' type of worship becauI8 t ay are 
not controlled by Brahmans. Of the 'Mab"tiliiyu. Doms of Gorakh­
pur Mr. Kennedy writes :-" The Magahiya Domrns .iJa,-e two 
special divinities of their own ; the chief is Gandak, whose grave is 
to be fO\llld at Kannaini Garhi, two tlays' joomey to the cut or 
MotibAri, in Bengal. Accoraing to their traditions Gandr.k W!WI 

hanged for theft a. long time ago, and wbell dyilag he prom.i.6ed 
always to help the MagahiYM in trouble. He is worshipped by 
the whole tribe and is invoked on all important occasions; but be 
if!' pre·eminently tbe patron ged of thefts. A succet!s[ul theft i, 
always celebrated by a sacrifice and feast in bis honour. They 
al80 worship StUnaiya, 0. female divinity. She i. without anyape­
cial history. and there is no sharp distinction between ber aphere 
and GtLndak'.. Her function. apparently relate chiefly to ~ 
and illness, etc. 

82 . .. The "Magahiyas sacrifioe young pig~ 81.d wine with augar 
and spices to these two deitiell. Erury Magahiya is cap&ble of per­
forming tho 8aOrifioo, atul the remains Iil'e divided among the com. 
pany, when a YOW is made to Samaiya, ,.g., on the birth of .. obild 
or when it is teething, or on the oooasion of an illnetl a .pecial 
pig is c.hosen and d'evoted to her, and is Wlrilioed in the fuJ81mea\ 
of the vow. The Ma.gahiyas have neither altar. nor idola, D01' do 
they ereet any platform (ddtt,.) for wonhip. A IPO' it ..... 

• 



..a plMI rod iu tile middle 01 • field, and tho '''';Il00 ;. ..... .-. . 
38. "The Magahiyu naturally believe in gboate and spin". " 

W'beu a man dies, my informant tolt!. IDe, he turna into an eyil 
tpirit (,hi/dft). The godlings (deo(II) also, be added, were iolltl.­
merable. In most villages of this district there is a 8pecial altar 
for &11 the loca1 ghosts and dcitiue, which may reside within the 
vilJ.ge boundaries, and the Magahi.yas arc always ready to share in 
the IaCl'ificee of the villagers to them. They also reverence tree. 
aud platforms oonsoora.tOO by ,Hindus in passing, but pay no flUther 
homage. They acknowledge the village ltilli and IOmetimes a.crj • ./ 

fice to her j but the saorifioee do not diJIer lrom those ~f the Hindu.. 
'ney do not acknowledge Mahade.a or any othor divinity, but they 
share the gcom't\l Hindtr'"belief in l'aramcswar, the giver .nd 
destroyer of life and the author of good .,Tori!. He creAted the 
Magabiyas, they say J and ordered them to be filth and outcast. 
amoDg the Hindus. They IIOmehow resort to a Brahman for the 
nwli:ng of tho Vedail (fatA/J). My iruorm3nt hnd brlVcn a }dt .... 

in this VI"aY OJ!. the I~ occasion of his release £rom jail. In these 
ea98I!I the MngahiJtlo8 go to the Btihman's house, but I ooulJ. Dot. 

60d any other tJ'&Ce of special reverenoe for the .Brahmans, nor 
ha ... e tJ.aey any necesaity Cor them. II 

84. In Mirzapur Doroll of tbe better class worship Jlba"Ani, 1.0 I ... 

whom at the Nauritra of Chait they make I\D offering of bogs, ~ 
cakea (,,~r'), groe} (loplI), and wreaths of flowers. The llbawini, if 
appmeed, keeps olf illness £rom bel' votaries. They have a vague 
idea. of an aU-powerful deity, Parameswar, who punishes the guilty, 
and of a beU, but what it is and how mnnon arc punisbed they 

,.",imow DOt. The scavenger Doms, like the Jallad. have a apeciaI. 
bm&Ie deity called Kukarmari, <f the 1cilIer of dar." to wbom. \,. 
..eri&e of .. young pig and some spirits is oflcred outMida t.be 
.ru.ge .. a propitiation for tbe death of tbeae animal.. In the 
.me way wbeo • Dom hangt:JWl is tying the rope round the ueak 
of. • erimioai, be .haute out DoAd' JlGAdrd"" DoAtti Gdr"" 
J).J4i Id,e 8.Ai6. u Help 0 great Queen I Help 0 ao''etDDII1It 1 
Bel, lb. Judge I" in order to free himeclffromany guilt IIttaobiDc 
...... cIaIh. They _p the oollocti« 10001 god. /ikoll,) .. 
...... , bat the woaderiug, _, bamt. 01 the In.. ..... 

"'poIUlIUIa lID,. real retpeet. for the viUap deitieL WOIIMIII. ...... _p opocioI to u........ 0. lbe iMt. "'" 01 I'" lIM 



--rt of KuAr they mob ten lump' (pi.".) of ftoar ........ 
them into .. river, and WMD they' come home they pat _ 

aket and 'eweetened rioo on .. leaf1llatter, and lay it in 110 field .. 
~itiate the dead. Some fast on Sunday in tie r-m8 of \be 
~ god SCu-aj Nlril,yan, but these practi8e6 prevail only -among 

the more Hinduised Doms in the neighbourhood of towns. 
35. In Gomkl!pur, besides too worship described above, they 

a180 venerate their Guru who is said to blwe had rus l:aeed.oqua.rten 
at Bhojpur, in the Ballin Dis!rict. nnd to his shri e they make 
oooasional pilgrimages and make an offering of a l>ig at leaat four 
yelirB old, wine, and flowers. '1'0 a goddesa named Jutbaiya 
Bhawini, of whose !lInotiOOS they can give no lI.CCO'OIltl' they of[er 
.. young pig and some red lead, with a Jock or their hair, a fore-­

head spangle, and a cake of flour boiled with pU]Be. 

86. Their demonology is mucb of the usual type oommon to 

Demol'loI081· 
the lower castes by whom they are mrrouna .. 
ed, They believe that trees are inhabited 

by evil spirits, and nnlel!ll they bow down to trees oHbis kind, tbl!lir 
ghOlts revenge themselves hy bringing disease and death 'JpoG 

them . To such malignant ghosts they offer a youngpig, which i • 
.. ten by the worshippers. In Mil'zapur the chief D om t.:e:ti.,.j" 
are tIje K ajaci and Phagua or H oli. At the Kajari in. the month 

,\01 Sawan they get dnmk, dance, and sing. It is the regular 
womall'. _turnalia, and on this occasion gross sexual license il 
tolerated. At the Phngua or H oli the same is the case. In 
OorakLpur, besidce tfle Hoi;, thoy observe t.he Jiutiya on the eighth 
of the clark half of Kuir, and the Khichari on the da.y the SUD entlera 

the sign of Makar. On the Jiutiya the women hilt in order to 
en8Ul'C long life 00 thei]' husbands, &lld the Khlchari they beg boiled 
rice. and {mise from door to door. 

87. The East-ern D oms are pruticuJarly arraid of $be gboril at. 
,drowneoi people who are nailed Burna (611rlltJ « to be drow'Ded"). 
'rbete malignant gb08ts d rag under the water and drown boy • 
... bo bathe in tanks and rivers infested by them.l Fielch are ba 
charge of Mari MB8iin, the deity which haunts tlrematioD groaudI. 
aod Kukarmari, tbe dog geddes., .lready mentiooed. Tbq Me 

em' in dread of the gltOiLti of the dead, wbiob tonnea' &a- ia 
drt8ZD. if not propitiated with an annual aacri6oe. H" ptll 



., _ in .., oriciaoI _PI' ..a......... . . . ', 
w ........ __ on tbe_~ ..-rials, "-to, ..a......... u. 
WOIDIA DOt tattooed attempt to enter lu!aven the gate:-Ir:eep!d" of 
hruneewar pitches her down I:.Q the earth again. They bave tbe 
umaI omens o[ meeting. Many of their women. as in the cue of 
.. II solitary and uncanny I"aCf'fI such all they arc, are eaid to practise 
trificberaft. ODe way such persODB aoquirc influence over .. man 
ill by throwing a cowry sheJJ at him. 'I'hey believe firmly in the 
Byil Eye. When children have been o\'erlooked and pine away, tho 
onre is to wave BOrne garlio and pepper pods round the child', hc.d 
on • Tuesday or Sunday, and then to throw thorn into the fire. 
'!'be evil influence ill suppoi"{l to pa8lI away with the ruthy "moke. 

88. The occupation and sooial position of the Eastern Dom. 

OeC1lpatiolllul aoclal differ muoh 8(.'OOrding to the sub-cutell. 

£:z!:.a of the Butera Oue duty of the ordinary Dom is to IlUpply 

fire ror cremation. Mr. Sherringl de!!c.ribea 
t.he Ctdtom at Benares ae £olloW1l :_11 On tho arrival of the 
a-d body at tbe place of cremation, which in Dcnare8 is at t.be 
~ of one of the stoop stairs (tJltdt) called the Burning GhAt, 
leading down from the streets aoo"eto the bed of the Ri,'er Ganp, 
the Dom supplies fi~e logs of wood, which he laYI in order upon 
the groulId, the rest or t he wood being given by the family of 
the deoea&ed. When the piltl is ready for burning, .. handful of 
lighted fire is brought by the Dom, and applied hy one of the chief 
members of the family kt the wood. 'l'he Dom is the only perlGll 
who can furnish the light for this purpose;' and if, from any air­
ca.m&C;anoe, the eervices of one cannot be obtained, great dola.y aad 
moonvenionoo are apt to occur. The Dom exactll hia tee £Or three 
thiDge, namely, lirat, for tbo five logs, fie(()odly, for the bunch of 
IItrr.w. and thirdly, for the light:' There is DO fixed tee, and .. 
the Dom naturally makes the be6t of Ws po&ition and rai»et bi, 
a,..,.nde aoootding to the poeition and wea.lth of hi, ouatomen, 
.... cl ... of DolII. who La known M Kbhiwila or "he of Bonaret," .... '*' tepatation for ioltOlenoo and extortion. 

Bi. From lui bt.ineu and environment the Dom ill, of 00II .... 
~ by aU ~e Hindus witb OIIotempt, ter.rg:_ 
... No ODe will tcrGch food or water from hit • 
Kophifa Dam of ao.uhP"' will eo' anything ... .... 

. ....... ,.,.. ... 0 ...... 1 . ... 



... 
of .. monkey. oerpeat, aod liard. Mr. 1t_1 ooya SW ..,. 
.. .most thiDl[SJ incloding (anion;' bttt certain urimala, .... 

of prey, cats. and doge, etc .• they will not eat. In Mirzapur I 
h..e aeen them squabbling over the oarc&fIS of "dead. bol'll8 ill an 
obviou. oondition of advanced decomposition. They.." alway. on 
the look out for tiger flesh, but they say tha.t they stew it down 
more han once, as it is "ery heating. They will, as already lfated, zu:: the leavings of a Dhobi, and to this the more settled DOlD8 

' of Mirzapur add those of the Hela, M:nsahar, and Chanlir. Dome 

who have adOJlted more cleanly occupations than their vagrant and 
IKSvenger brethren, luch as basket-making, are naturally boooming 
more Hinduieed and more careful in matte1'8 of diet. Those Dom. 
wbo luwo settled down, like the lliuspbor and the Dharkir, to 
working in cane, and the Ja.l1il.d to scavenging and o.cting as publio 

~
eucutioDers, are fairly respectable, industrious people. ThOBe who 
work in ca.ne use a peculiar curved knife known M 6611'«. They 
IDlLke fatlll (ht'"a) , baskets. (fI'/Jur,), boxes (ptUra), scalce (t41'4#11), 
winnowing fans (nIp), Jampstands (dilt'd). irrigation basket! (dala), 
and betel boxCII (beJkara). These workers in cane a.re k'llown in 
citiee by the Persian title of Bcdbif l (PCrti. Iud, .. cane; " 6tfIla" 
('to weave"), They split tho cane into eight strips (Ur), with an 
inltrument (larllulJ/4i) like a. lemon0.61icex. The outside cuttings be 
.e1 ls to bakers for making the mould (dada) used fo; applying 
oakes to the walls of the ovens. The Bcdb3f WCD.ves the backs aud 
........ of chairs and makes baskets} efic. The Binsphor makes buoo 
~. hut; works only in mmOOo, He splits the bamboo into stOpa 
(pat,_), which are. soaked and WOV(!Il into hBBkcts. The allied people 

known &lI Kon Chhapparband make door-screens (dig. 'fiJi) and. 
tbatcbel (e,uoppar). They wor\: in ~mbooB and the reed grue 
Down as ",.Oa (,aee,",,,,,. lara). The PllJ'ebhatti and Gudari,. 
make stools (,.olld.4a), and the Dbarkir 600 farnitvoo, 6ue door-
101'eeDII, bas\:eta, £o.n.ii, etc., from l.:&mboo, hut he works in h.mboo 
ODd Ibey in .-..d. 

40. Of the Go",khpor MagalUyae AI,. x.....dy wri .... - "on..,. 
eat oow'. 8eah n.dily, but they wiU DOt kill the <lOW, 'l'bry_ 
oh milk, like HiDdua, t.o I_a at the Ni.gpMcbauU, but __ 
IlO revermce for tigen or other aDimaJ.. They es.plMI __ 

......... for the goa' rl""" Gang. aod NUiyaai,.... 'l1oit, 1 . 



_, ... Iy _. tile adoDt to which they ..... _ IIiIodoiooI. 
The ~ io tile only __ , and DO Magabiya will pl1lllk ito 
_vee. '!'bey bold this Inlporstition 110 firmJy that r auapeot; it: iI 
.boriginal. No Tarerence is paid to the banyan or any other.,rea 
Hindu troo or plant. They havo a special suporstition about mm. 
and will not tllIe it for cl'lrtain purpo6CS. A Magahiya who com­
mit. burglary with an iron imttump,ut will not only be exoluded 

£rom the brotherhood, hut his eyes will some day start out of au. • b(.d. Tbeir most solemn oath is celebrated after the following 
faahion: Apiece of ground is cico.red and plastered lUI if for aacri6oe. 
A piece of iron, a. dish of water, IIOme leaves of the l'ipaJ, and a parti­
cular kind of Tarii grQflR with some lighted cllatooal arc all pot 
separately on the ground. On the top a pice is plnood, Q.nd the O&tb 
is taken uver it. An oath by the Dhobi is also particularly 
binding," 

Other oaths of the Eastern Doms are on the alt&r of the deiti. 
they worship, on Do p'pal leaf, on a knife stuck ill the ground, with 
the fingers of the. right hand resting on a vessel full of spirit., or 
with some COW-dullg fixed on the horn of a dead cow. They \lI8 

none of the ordinary forme of salutation, but eimIlly join their 
hands M a mark of l 'CSpcct. 

41. Tho Dome of Kumaun have been thought to be akin to 

TbeDOl:ll loftheHi_ the aboriginal RlIjia j but the latter repu-
1ayea. dialie the idea and llrof088 the very g~ 

oontempt ror the Doms; 110 that if one of that cllWl onter 'be 
dwelling of a RAji, the place must be purifioo with water brought. 
from twenty~two different IIOtlI'08IJ,. They are IlUppoeed W be 
the relica of the original inhabitante of the country, oorreapond­
iug to the Dhiyar or ote-smeitel"tl of J ammo, the DAtal of the 
Kubmir Valley, t he Dc.m of Ladikh, the NewiU· of Ncpil. In 
Garhwll they a~pear to have been c:Q8Ia\"ed by the immigrui 
KhMiyu. Under the n&mO of Dum they are de&eribed ib 
lammul u "clark in colour, ~mall in limb, and their oonnteza.. 
aDCI is of • much lower type tbau that of the Dogru generaUr. 
thotagh ODe teeI exceptions, due no doubt. to &II admixturt of 
blood, for, curionsly, the ICpuation of them from t.he daily lit. of 
the other. doe. not pm-ent an oocas;onal intercour&e that t.eaU ia 
.... degree to "';milate the races." In the Himalayu J>i8.. 

ID ..... I ......... • 



of theee ProviDcea the DolO hal been reoopiM4 II • 41MItU­
.. of the DUYUI or the Vada, who ra.", euppoaed. to have .... 
T1pp&r India 'before the advent of the N~ or Khaea l"aIBII • 

. 42. The complete Census Return. show 1M the main fflCtiOJUI ~ 

h~ CIt tb.. the niH Doms the Auji, .Baclbai, Ben. 
HinW~aQ Dom.. Baroda, Chamar, Chunara, Darti, Dill, 

Dhaki, Dhobi, Dholl, DhunSr, Kamal', Koli, Lohir, Mochi, Nith, 
p,hariya, Sahiya, 'l'amoli, 'l'amta, and 'feli, most of which are 
oooopationai. In Garhwil, according to Mr. Atkin 0,1 they 
are di\>1ded io J>opular esti mation into four cIBB6es. To the first 
belong the Kolis, Tamotas, Lohflttl, Orhs, aud DhArhis. The Kolil 
weave cloth, koop pigs and fowls, and are agricultural labourers. 
'Ibe Tamotail or Tamtas rcprebent the 'rhathcrae of t hc plains, aod 
are worken in brass 8ud OO]lper. The Lohil'1l are workers in iron. 
'1 he Orhs com prien both masons and carpenters. Dhal'hia, though 
aocially ranked with Doms, do not beloug to them, for they J>roper~ 
If include only thoee Khasiyaa who ha\1l been put out of caste for 
lI01D8 ofIence, and their offspring form a new caste with the addi· 
tion of the frefill avocation, To the IIOOOnd dUll belong the 13MII, 
Cbunylrs, Ruriyas, Agaris, and Pabris. 1'be BbQJs represent. the 
Telie of the plsins, bat also do field work. They are also called 
B&ryu. The Chunyiiraa are turners, and make wooden vesscl. -ud the bottoms of flW'lqhl, The Ruriyae make varioUli kinds of 
bunboo baskets and sie\·cs. The Agaris I/t.re iron smelters, and 
mot. be care[ully disoriminated from the Dravidian Aguiyaa of 
Mirzapur. They are Doms attached to t.he 8eJ'\>1ce of the mines by 
the former Rajas, but are gradually exchanging a very ill-paid 
aad dangerous avocation [or that of road~making and otber pro .. 
fitable work. The 'Fabris are village m8lllengere, and are the ..me 
.. the Chamar village watchmen of the plains. To the t;hird, claM 
be10ag the Mallahs, Daryas, and ChamB.rs. The Mallihl are a1ao 
Clftled DhunAn, and are for the most part en~ in agricukure. 
".. Dary.. are village soroereu, ana conju'f'e away hailltormA 
MCl the like, for which service tLey receive aDDua! d .. of grain. 
The ChamAn CIlI) themselves Bail'68,wa, and will never acbow-­
Wge the Dame of Clwnb. They sew leather and perform aU 
Ute unailBt'vice duti. of the Dom. 



.... !l'IIe _.- iaoIad.. IIoe ",",,".0.. '-" 
__ ......;.;... of !be. H;lh-Ibe Bi<li, H .. a1"> Dani, ... 
Dholi. The Bidi is the villap muaician j in the plainl be iI 00DIi­
dered to be a Nat. H e piaYI on nmoua instro.menta and mDgl at: 
feltinJ.. He goee from village to village begging from door io 
door, and belongs to the olass of sturdy beggars who. if they do 
DOt get what they expoot, lampoon the people of the home aDd 
abulle them. }~o r these rea80IllI they are, to aome extent, fcarOO, anti 
are able to maintain themselves at the expense of their neigbboun. 
'J'bey .. 1110 snare fowl and fish. The Hurkiya are so called from 
the small double dnlm (-'"nt • .hrd/J) shaped like 110 bourglua 
which he carries. Thitl i. lin archaio mUBi.cal instrument like the 
d"",ar". which i6 one of SivlI/s emblems. They ne\'er t>lke to 
MgriouJture, and wander .. bnut with t heir women, who danoe aod 
tiDg. The Darzi, also calloll Auji and Suji, lives by lalloring, 
'bough of len 80My by agricultlll'e. To the Darzi Olael beloDp 
the Dholi so clilled from beating the drum (d.4old). rj'bi. i8 dUlle 
by way of incantation to eaulle sprites and gb08t. to enter !lr lea" 
the penon of anyone, and 80 induce that person to give mUlley tu 
the per[onner. The Darya. Bidi, l:Imkiya, and Dholi are aU 
Doma, a.nd II are in the hills the J'Coogeised priests of the maIqr­
lIant ppinta of the hill alld glen, whose airl ill IIhnys IOUjfbt 
,.fU,r before anythin~ seriou8 is tlndel·taken or a.ny difficult tuk 
is attempted. It is the DOUl8 who preserve to the proaont. day the 
f'01'8 dcmoni.llm of the IlborigineRJ while the KhlUll)'M6 uMfptr i& 
with the WOJ"ilbip of the village deities, the named and loaW.N. 
divine entities, and furnish b om tlleil' ranks tbe JlriestA. M UG of 
lhe Barbaia belollg to the Orb division of the DOIllfl, lIud the Cbo ... 
J'U or lime-bul'D61'1 belong to the Agari and Lobir branobea of 
the Dom.. Fioally there i. a claar known 88 Oomjog~ who .N 
begpn. The portion I)f the village site asmgned t.o Dome i. ia 
the hille known .. Domau1'1l 01' D, mtola, like the Chamrau.Li 
where the Cbam1r. of the plaim congregate." 

"" }foat of tbeae divieiou of tIle DOlLe of the bin. .,. 
thai porelt oecru.~tionalJ and, .. might I,ave been expectfd, die 
_umet&lien 9&ri~ Thill Paodit Juija Oat JOlihi. writiag aI 
tU Dom. of K.oman. tay. that. Doms U8llally d{l Dot .... tilt 
... nom. ill tpeakeg of tbelDleJ"uJ but call ,hemet) ... au... 
....... 'hlIij&ti. or BAbarjf.ti, "outc.ta/' or tiley e&ll ~"FI"'Ilhw' 

I".:w" .. ,.- 9"a, LollAr, ... ao fa. H. oawns .... 



J[....a Dom. under the heIdII of. Sarki Dotiwila, who weft • 
lIIMher; Tamta, worken in brua; LQb&r, worken in ire-.; om 
and Bi.rele ma8On8 i Tirna, who ao tinDing IYld making of boree 
.bON ; BMI. oilmen; Moom. worke+a in leather; Koli, cJotb. 
weavei'll; B8.mri, makers of ~mhoo ba.skets, Dhuni, Dhuni Dom, 
and ordinary Doms who are said to be a mixed race of 'men fIOID 
the plains and ordinary Hill Dams who work at plonghmeo 
and aay labou.refS; Dholi, who play on drums at feetivals; Hurkiya, 
who play and sing and prostitnte t heir women; Chafnir, who 
skin animals; Bidi, who play on drums and work: as taiJora. He 
add& that the reason of the increase of this cute is that they admit 

ootcaBh from the superior t.ribes. The naura are separate from 

the 0001, nnd @ay that they were originally Jits. 
According to tlte 6fl.me authority, the Orh. Tamta, Lobir. Bi~, 

BbCJI, Tirun, Mochi, Dhuni, Koli, and Bil-uri are exogamous. but 
B8 they advance ill wealth, they sho~ a tendency to break: up into 
endogamous groups. The ebamir, Dholi, nMi. and Hurkiya ate 

endogamous, anll will ee.t kacdeAi and JHJk", only from memben 
of their own sub-caste. Their tIlle of exogamy is simply tliat 
tbe reoognisod descendants of 006 common ancestor will not 
ia.termarry. Some of them, all tbey at'e becoming more HinduiiOO, 

have adopted the rule of not intermarrying within five generation. 
on tile lIide of the mot her and lii(!venon the side o£ the father. They 
ca.n nlarry as many wives as thoy p\easej of whom the youngest 

and beet~looking is regarded as head. Be mys that the DOIDI 
do not prostit.ute their women before marriage; but that t.mong 
the Bhotiyu it used to be the habit for young men and girli to 
meet in .. special honse in too village, where, after drinking, a.cb 

youth selected a girl and cohabited with ber in perfect freedom. 
The eu.tom is now disal'pea.ring. We have here a good eumpl' of 
"'form of promiscuity before ma.rriage, of which Dr. Westermarak 
... aolleoted numerous ilUltanoes,l 

46. Girls, be goes on to Bay, are married between the .. of 
h .. bO or ten. When tho parties are of that age, their rela.ti .. .,... 

ruage the tnt.nia~ for tbmn; but when a girl hu pueed the....., ,.bert,. abe may ohooee. .. hllSbaDd for hereelf. There are two 
f'IOOpiHd fonns of marriage, the wperior, in which the father 01 

.. bride "vel ber .. way with .. dowryj aDd the to. iWf'8CIbib&e 



_ io. .... .... NIooi.. 01 .... bridegroom JI01 _ IIoird III 
.... __ 01 tho muriage., 

47. They put a" .. y .. woman when I;he i, .tta.cked with kIproq, 
boonmea • lunatic or 10&e8 ca.ete. A divorced woman, provided Ibe 
... DOt been divorood on acoount of disease, may be taken on u • 
concubine, but she cannot be married. again by any of the regular 
lonna. The levirate and widow-.marriage are recognised, and the 
cbildren of .. widow regularly married and of a widow rank equally; 
but tho children of a ooncubine bold a lower rank, as they cannot 
join in the worship of deoeased ancestors. Ajwidow taken over by .. 
man iii known as rd,hi, ond it is said to be the custom for wid01R 

nos to live with a man unless they have no one to f!U-pport them. 
48. When a woman cornell t.o the seventh month of pregnancy 

DOI!lutia ~romoDlel' she is forbidden t.o cook for her family or lo 
Bim&layan D QDlI. perform the domestio wl)rship. When the 

cldJd is born, a lump of coarse lugar is (listributed to those present; 
the child is bathoo., and red powdor (tori) applied to ita bead and to 
that of the mother and all the women of too houee. For ele ... en 
days the inalo members of the family are considered impure. 10 
the case of the birth of twins, they perform B. propitiatory oeremony. 

49. The marriage ooremony i. in the form usual "moug the 
lowtll' CI18W. No Brahman officiates, and his place is taken by the 
.ieWs son wllo roceivC8 a fee for his services. 1'00 binding portioQ 
or the ceremony is the feroing of the brcthrcll. 

60. ,They burn their dead and dispose of the Il8hliB iuto .. 
neighbouring strcarll. In this ease 0.1&0 the sister's IOn or Ule IOD­

in·law of too dead man officiatea and is given a loin cloth and some 
mooey. The death impurity io.sts for eleven days. At her fitti 
menatruation .. girl is impmo for cleven days, and only for [OUl' 

dart at. each subaequent OIX:urrcnce of the mend. 
i1. Aooordin& to Mr. AtkinllOn,l "thci:rmoutane and non-Brib. 

~ crt tAle Rima- manica.l origin is mfficicmtly shown \'y the 
...,.. ~ DI.DlCB or. tbt.! deities worshipped by tbem-

Gtapnith, BlKJlanith, Muin, K.babiith, Goril, KshetrpiU, Saim, Airi 
&an:iUbt OJ' K.alawa, Cbawnu, BadbA.n. Hiru, Latu, Bbeli,., &be 
KMyilri Rij... RWya, B&lclan, KileQan. Uhau.i. Cbbu ...... 
O .... D&iab ie $M fa"-OIlrite deity of tbe Doms and his OrigiD i ... 
.... Ie" for. The ~Dof Bbabiehaud, lUj& of Doij" quarnlel 

• Z- cu., n. 'It. 



_hillam;IT..a-.re6~-"""""'" lDtIoa_tl 
h» wandering'll he arrived at; Adoli,~ .. village in PMti S&lMa, .... 
tbere saw.nd fell in love _ith thG wife of one Kriahoa JOIhi. 'Ddt 
lO8hi was a servant at; Almora, f',ud tho Jogi disgWsed bimeelf IDd 
took service in the bouse in which the woman lived. when It.riIIraa 
heard of the intrigue, be set out for Adoli, and, with the aid of ODe 

Jbaparna. LohiJ', murdered his wife an(1 ber lover. Like Bbolaolth 

and his comllu.niollil. the Jogi, his mistroes, and the upbom child 
becamo goblins and vexed the people 60 that tbey built " temple and. 
im.tituted a regular service in hOMur of the three sprites. Frota 
Adali the cult of Ga.nganllth lipread over Kumaun, aDd at Takuriya 
Lwlli and N Ilrai in his bome patti we h&ve temples in hie honour. 

lIe is supposOO especia.lly to harass the young and beautiful. if they 
do not propitiate him. When anyone is aggrieved by the wicked 
or powerful, he goes to Gangnnath for aid, who invariably puni.het 
the evil-doer. He sometimee JlOSW68ef1 a follower, and through bim 

promisC8 all that they desire to th~ who ofter the fOllowing uti­
Cllea-to Giluganith himsel£ 3. kid, cakes. 8wectmca~, beads, a bag 
and a pair of Jogi's oar rings; to his mistress Bhlna., a pcttiooat, a 
.beet, and a nose ring; and to the chilli. a (,'OOt a.nd 8lllulcta-altor­
ther forming a fair spoil to the Ghantuwa or aetrologer who con-
ducts the oeremoru89. • 

52, tI The current legend regarding the origin of the'1Oeal deity 
Dholauath and hill consort Barhiui forrn.s one of the connecting 

linkll betlVl.>en the UrAhmanical iystCOl of the pretenf day and the 
universal hieratcny of sprites and g<lblio8 oommon to all moun­
tainollS countries. With the better clM1e8 :Bholanith ill recognUed 
... forl]'l of Mahadcva, And Barbini as a form of his Silkti,l tho. 
meeting the requirements of the popular worship and the demand. 
of the orthodox echool, but it is evident that the jdea. of deifying 
mortal. is an old onc, and in this case merely looaliAed to czpWsa 
~ origin of a cll111s of temples which a.re acknowledged not to baIGea' 
1.e t.be ortbodox rorms or Mahidova. One story tell. 111 hoW Udq 
Chand, RAja of Almota, bad two queens, eacb of whom bore _ • 
.,.,., When the children arrived at IIl&l\'S estate, the eld. at .... 
two toolt to evil oon1'8flll and was disinherited and left K ....... 
The roanget' in coune of time sueoeeded his father .. Oyb a.ua, 
and his acbninilitration gave great .til&et.i0D and relief to '6 

I 0..,.. ....... wnu...,. ....... _ ... ~ 



...,.. G7fID a..a hid t.. _ ,.... OIl ....... 

Ilia eIoIor bIoIber rotunwd to. AImo... &lid took Up Ilia ~ 
...... in \be guille of a religious mendicant. In spite or hd dia­

gaiIe .. eral rooognieod the disinherited prince, and oonveyed the 
..... of his arrh .. 1 to his brother Grin Chand. He became 
alarmed and gave orders for tbe assa.sain.a.tion of his brother which 
... carried out by a man of the Bonya. or gardener caste. The 
elder prince and h.iJ! pregnant mistress were both slam near the tern .. 
pie of Sitala Devi. The mistress was the wife of a Drihman, ~d 
_ connection with the Chand prince was considered 8Omothing 
more than adulterous. After death t.hc elder brother became a 
6AII. A small iron trident is 80Dlctimee placed in the C4'lrner of 
• dtage as an emblem of Bbo1a~th. and is usually resorted to 
",ben any sudden or unexpected calamity attacli:s tbe inmates. 

63. "The demon Masin is u8ually founel at bnrning ground •• 
n. ia .opposed to be of blook colour nnd hideous D.llpearance. He 
COmet from the remains of a funeral pyre and chaeee {lOOp\e passing 
by who 80metimee die of f right, others linger for l\ few Jays and 
IIODle even go mad. When a person beoomei! posso&llOd by Mad.n, 
the people invoke the beneficent spirit of the bouse to come and 
tab poeaeaaion of aome member of the family, and all begin to 

duoe. At length some one works himself into a state of frellz1 
aod commences to torture and belabour the body of the ))(IrIIOD 

Pt*!laea by Masin, until at length a cure is eJrected or the patient 
periabes onder true dnuitic treatment. 

64. "Kbabish resembles 'Ma.s&n in his malignant nature and 
toHDe.e for charnel grounds. He is aJlIO met with in dark gleu 
-a foreat.e in various shapes. Sometimt!e be imitatee the bellow of 
• 1MdFalo, or the cry of a goat-herd or neat-herd, and 80metimel 
be gnmta lib • wild pig. At other times he Il$mmes llle guiae 
rJ. • religionl mendicant and joins travellers on their way, but bit 
~ (like t.hat of all Lbe Indian 6~ut. who speak t.hrough 
.. 1*8) i. alwaY'll unintelligible. Like Masin ho often £rigbttml 
JIOpIe ADd IOD:Ietimes poaaeaBes unfortunate tra'lt!llcre who P' 
"'iIhIe<I." 

P . Goril, Guriya. G~I, GwiU or Gol is another dctlfied mortal 
tl .... tl.ltgeDd iI gi\"cn by Mr. Atkin'son, 11e 'WU beMIIl 

. ~' •.• _ by 8 ......... Sib. Tbe idea that • 14 ..... be 

1~;;"" t.tmg i. embodied in two well-knGml Biadi ,... 
III U 1" ... ofI ~'-' .. A Ih .. bj"ll __ • lUI 

• 



-
","-; II .a Un " UC .. ,.. ., •• u. ",.,1, tI GoWiM ... 
want lric_king won't mind worda," • 

66. Kbeb-pil ~ tho .. me .. Bhllmi,., tho........." 01 1014 ... 
homestead, extensively worsbipped in the western diltrieii. &im 
OJ' Sayam, '(the black one (Sans. ,.61" .. a) is ~ form aI the 
-.me deity. He somctames posseSses people, and his sign it that 
the hair of the eca\p-lock becomes bopelenly entangled. 

61. Kalwsht or K.lu'Wa is said to have beeD a neat-herd • 
lived BOrne two hundred yean ago. His enemi~ Wtsuaded _ 
brother.in-Iaw Himmat to drive a peg into the .hoof of obe 01 
Kalibisht's buffaloes, intending that be should be killed in atte:m~ 
iog to extract it, but DO harm ensued. Himmat next attacked him. 
from behind with a.n axe" and 60 wou.u.ded him on the Deck that be 
died, but not belore he had torn the treacherous Himmat limb from 
limb. lIe has now booome .. benevolent sprite, and his name i. 
used by herdBmon as a charm against wild beasts, and oppreNad 
peno1lll resort to his temple for jUBti~ r.gaWst their OppTeMOH. 

6S. Cbaumu is also a deified mortal and B god of cattle J ., 

i8 Badhltn. On the eleventh day WI' the birth of .. calf biB Ii.,. 
ill "n.shod first with water and then:milk and cakes, rice and milk: ant 

offered at hiil temples. Hltu is too deified Baris Chandm, RAJ. of 
Cb&IDpawat who built the 88CrOO. bathing plllOO at Hardwar. Llta 
1t'a8 his broth<>:r. The Katyt1ri Rijll8 are the defied laet1bdepeuder.t 
Rijaa of Katyt1r. Runiys. is s. malignant 6IItU who wandel'll from 
village to village on courscrs formed of bnge boulders, and .t ~ 
eapOOially exorcises his DoilY Steedl. He attacks only fcmalee., 
and should any woman attract his attentions she invariably .. tel 

away. haunted by her ghoatly lover and joins bim in tho apiritilaDd. 
BlIeban, Kii.lclwl, .Bluuni; and Chburmal Ilre malignant 6 .. '" of 
the .me kind. 

1)9. To quote again MI'. Atkinson's "oellent aoooant of tbiI 
"UPII' &IIi! ,ooi'" castc _ 'tDoms do not wear the saered 1ibawd 

........ ~ the HimtJ." or the bracelet (,.4'u;) nor do they haw .... 

.. Do-. marks or wear, as a rule, the top-knot: (,iI'e) 
aDd in a roogh way they imitatAJ the custom. of the better ota.., 
.pecially tbo&o who ha"a made money in t.bei.r oontraot. wit& 
G01'ermnent. Their otl'eringa to jeceued &IIoOeIton (~H) 
....t.m. made at .11, are performed at the Ami ... OJ' .... da,r ~ .. 
1too7ipt of Kuit. The ... ter'._~._.""""~ 
..-iJl-lI.w aut .. B~ 011 the ocluioa ...... .., 



_10. _eotthoftooh of all_Ie, ... Ibm, ...... ..a ...... 
fro ... 11 ..... "''''''PI the lIhan,;, lfuoalm .... ODd ChriI60IL 

, IJ'hIre ia DO freed time for marriage. When an elder brdihtr m-
Ule 100.nger takCfl the wjdow to wue whether .,be bas childre:a or 
DOt j hence the pro\llrb Mal ".tr .dl"lri hr, ~1Jt.i eM" .e. o.c .... i 
"When the upper walls &11 t.hcy come on the lower waiL" When 
tbe elder brother dietl, the burden [ ... Hs upon ~ younger. The 
elder bJ'Otber cannot, however, take to wife the widow of .. deceued 
younger brothel, Bnd oontracta a IOt.aiJl if even her sbatloW' Ot086f!lc 
hit path. He trans.fers ber to some other of the brotberhood, 
bGi if during tho,} iitetimc of ber seooud hUib&.nd he or lhe be 
ru..tiafied, another may llike her bv ]>aying the ooet of her mar­
riage. This may be repeated several timea. 'I'he prohibited degree. 
Me only .. daughter, si..ter, uncle, aunt, brother, and these they 
.-mot eat or &moke with." 

80. To this may be added from the notM of Pandit J u5.la D.t 
loam that their great..ct.i oath is to plaoo the band on the bead of 
their lIOn j otbers say: f{ If I swear falsely may I eat your fleib," 
They . Ieo swear by plaoing their hands on the graill mortar (oi .. l,l. 
80ur mill (daHi,) or on a bell. When there is a dispute about 

boundaries they write a CW'Ee (hilda) on a piece of paper and 
balding it on tbp, head. of a son recite the words which run aI 

follows _ u If the land in dispute be mine may I and my children 

enjoy it, if it be not mine may Paramel:\war pl"ti\"cnt me from en­
joying it.1l They believe in the Evil l~ye and remc

r
\'6 it by Wining 

lOme mustard U','er the patient and then burning it near him in .. 

• pan. They fully believe in the demoniacal theory o£ diaoue, and 
patients are tl'eated by an CJ:orci80r known as Gannua. '1 bey 
Ialute ont another by the term pa16glm; Brahmans by the word 
""II and Englilb lind MusahnAna by lalli",. Many of them in 
.adition cultivate and IIOme practi88 a kind of nomadio cultivation 
bl ~Dg down pat.ch06 of jungle. 

81. nefti I8MDII reason to belUm! tbat 90IDC at least of the Or1., 
0_ .... bet_ iN tn'bcs of Europe are akin to the Haphiya 
»-. o,p.1a Do:ns. and a ootmeetion hal been traced t. 
-w... tUir ~ Much speculation" been devoted &0 tbt 
.... Rompi, the desig'lllltion of the Enro~ grpa.. .Acoar.I-

... tlaeo,.,. it IDIEI llouaaD or Roumanian. AoooIdiac­
' :::: • tIoo _ Do .. i •• U <ba PJ'P'Y diAleeta 01 E....,. ... . ' ~ .7 ti.lipifym. u ..... 1IDd "huJ.tId u .. wen .. -, 



__ .N A ..ti-.y ~ flu lOIn 10"""""'" "­
tbot 00IIlI0ClIe<I with !lima, the w....- Vulmu of tho ~ 
being di ......... ""'" by the authority of Profaeor AoooII 
Milan. By. CUriOUI Bnd uDCX}Jiained eoincidenoo the id~ 
word Rom or Rome ooourl with the meaning "man ~J in moa.. 
Coptic, and aooording to Herodotus belonged alsq to ihe I~ 
of the ancient Egyptians. Althougb t his isolated fact in DO 
way affects the general bearing of the qUC8tion, it is worth 
noting as an etymological curiosity. It is not impoMible thM 
among the origilllloJ elements of the Aryan mother -pesch DlA1 

bve existed a root '0 or rom, expressive of power, the sum.l " 
which we ca.n discern in the Greek ro",1, "strength," the I.tisa 
'06"" and pel'bapS in the illustrious DaIDO of Rome itsell/' On 
the other band Dr. Schraderl SIlggcstS that the werd 
in the sen£e of tf oak " is the equivalent of IIr60r " a tree." At the 
... me time there seems some .reason for Lelieving that 
in the sense of « a gypsy n may be connected with our InclW' l 
WID" Dorn and Domra,' 

I D9,IW,D8I. / DbAnuk. Othou. I 
--1---:---1 

D aT,UCTI. 

Dehra Dun IS,US 91. 18 .... 

S.hi l'UlpUf . ~. 50 2,'" ..... 
Mn ... lTlI.rllag~r ... . .... .~ .. 
)h .. f ll l .... ' .... 7 

nu~d.b~hr 6.663 ..... 
~ -



,. ... 
• _ .. on. 8_baQi. DblIIllk. ""'- M ...... .,... ... ....... 

.. I ...... SI ... 1,01CS -- • .78 88' ..... .. .. . .., 
hrrulr.lI'b6d • 117 '10 
..... ,.ri .. , 1 .. - • .. '" , .. .... PO .. 
-Iy ... ... 
B'l- ~ ... 1,829 ...... "" 601 .......... • s..~8 ~ ... 
Albjablapul' "" "" Pm,,,,, ... ... 
C • ."par .. , 2G ,. 

"" r.w.pUf .. OS ...... • • 
H •• trpllr • 20 27 ., 
AIL.hlb4d , ... '01 lIS 

JIoAu; • • 11 ...... ,. .. .. 
l.oItipu .. .. - 1,018 7. l,lM ........ . .. ..... • ."'" 

8.161 '" ..... 
138 11 ..... " ... " • 
II ~611 ..... 

:I 7,817 .. , ... 
• . - , .. .. 101 



... ... ·iMiti .. ~ 
I' DU,,..,,.ti.,. 'If/I. l'hIu (lU_H., ,,,,1, c..... t1f 18f1-eDUDl&. 

~ . , 
DII .. .,.IO'ft. B'Dbaruj{. DhlDuk. Othw. . V D ..... • T ..... ....... 

- ,,1 Aumauh. 3 ... 1.25' 1,8" 
Kamaua · ... ... 137,700 ... 187.7. 
Oub .. l · · ... ... 66,529 ... 64,&B ...... · · ... .., .,91'16 Ol' li,61i 

LU<lknow ... 751 908 I' L6n 
n ... · .. , I ,S85 1,90< SO 3,219 

;'RiA &reli . · ... un <,OM " M'8 
8tbpur · · ... ... 12 2t .. 
Bardoi · · ... ... s .. .. 
Go..da · · ... m 1,790 " I,'" 
Bllhrlieb · · 8 17 3" 109 ... 
8ult'npur . · ... ... . .. lOll 101 . 
hrllbgarh ... 16 ,. 1 .. 
B1cUMaki • ... 7'" 2,44.1 '" ..... 

TOTU 2ll "'00 266,949 28,365 218,223 

Domar.-A caste recorded .. t the last Census in Allabi bid Div;.. -""n. The Cen .. , "~' omow the;' eeet;o", .. !$I. in Falebpnr , 
in Binda, Binsphor, n r, Dcnbo.nsi, Janwar, Mii1l.:, So.ijtd, S~ 
laga.t, Thail. and Th kliri. 'I'his shom that they are really only 
• ilUb-caste of the gr t Dom rac&. 

Didrj6atio,. 0/ tI. Do*ar occor,li. 1 to t,., Celli'''' 011691. 

DI''''lcn. TlIraiha. OI.h ... I Tof' ..... 

ea •• par · · · · IS W II. 
r .... pv · · · · · · 3 .. 1,765 ..... 
J!Wa · · · · · · ... lO,sa 10,lfl -,. · · · · · ... ..... .... 
Allah .... . · · · · · ' " .i IIff . 

TOTU. · .., 16,'61 .... .. 
" Donwir; Dunwir.-A mixed Rijput·BhulDhh "PI ~!It 

u.. au_ 01 ~pnr. OUaipur • ..a •• m ...... 

0.2.' 



.. 
to BIz II. JI. 1Illiot' .. ... time \boy ..... .-, ~ to 
MaW .... prioDipaJity OD tbj> Itooi in W -. Tirhdt, ODd u... 
... 1Il'Y8Ja1 JDODnmante,ti1i mating in that neighbourhood whioh 
aitARt; the power of the Donwiir RAja Kama De\'a. I n Ghbipur' 
the Rijput and 'Bhutnbir b~nches are quite distinct. They have 
a dark complexion and Il caet of Coun.tenance which is not wlW. iI 
usually called Aryan. In Azamgarul boUt sootll admit desoent. 
from common anocstors, SonpiJ being t.he father of tho Riljput, and 
1C.1Upi1 of the Bhuinhi.r. The Rljput branoh say that they came 
from Don Darauli in S8.rau, and are deBC(mded from Maytha Bhat.t.. 
the mythical ancestor or· the Bisen family of Salcmpur Majbawi, 
who, however, disclaim.n conne<.;;ion with them. Among Rnjputa 
they are of little consideration. The Dliu'inhir branch say that 
t.bey came from Ra.indih near Delhi, bllt they admit tlleit oonnpo. 
bon witb the Donwirs of Tirho.t and Shan, &nd speak of tbem&el\'81 
.. the deeeendants of Jbam Bhatta, whom they connect in a vague 
way with M ayfira Bhatta. They are sometimes known M Rainiya 

from the villago of Raini in Pargana Muhamm..adAbadJ &11 CIll'ly 
ee«:lement in Az&mgarh. 

Dor.- A Rijput sept, now almQl3t aU Mubammad&l18J who 
before the coming of the Dargo.jars were the ehief owners of the 
eooutry noW' ineluded in the Aligarh and llulandsh.ahr Districb. 
CoIODJl Too· remarks "tUa.t thou...gb occupying a pla.oo in all the 
pneaIogies. tim.e has destroyed aU bo ledge of the put history of 
a iribe to gain a victory over whom waa dOODled by Plithhi Jl!jJ. 
worthy of a tablet. II The local traditions in Aligarb and Buland .. 

• hahr agree that tbey were lords of a large tract of OOUlltry bet ...... 

the Ganges and l\1.JnJl8 long anterior to tpe Muhammadan invaaioD. • 
.,. were at aU times probably subordinate to the Delhi Bijaa j a.ad 
ia Ihlpdabahr lbeir power bad been weakened, and their ~ODl 
~ upon by the attacks of tho Mewltil, and the coloni.tion 
tl their tenitoriea by the Barw£ij6l'8, lit;J1, and other raoe.. In ad 
IIbout I(oil at Jea.at they seem til have retained lOme remnmt of 
.. former authority until the de£e&t of "Prithivi R i ja and the 
.... ~ of Delhi and Ajmer.1 Tbey claim kinship with the 

. 
I hIP~..,Qkua"., •. ~. 
t OIdMa, I, a. 



lPoa ..... and ooy u.t they ..... "'"" !he Uppar to ... 
Daib m tbe tentb "'''''Y. Tboy bave ........ I~ IIIaIIWr 
name il derived from the fact that uQe of their kinge otrered hilla4 
to the local goddees, Dor llcing a corruption of Dilna. l< ru.cue.." 
Haradatta W1UI their king at the time of the imiUilioh o~Mahm6d of 
GbuW, and most. of the nUned forts in the Central Duib are at.tn. 
buted to him and his dceoen<lants. They were filially, in the middle 
of the twelfth century, expellEd by the Mltla Moos, :Ba.rgG.j ..... aa.cI. 
Gahlotl!, and their power was fmalJy Lrokcn by SbahaiMld-dtn Gbori. 
They have now little infiutlnoo. A clan of Giljars of the 8am8 Dame 

in Khandesh claim their origin from them.1 

Dorba ; Dallrba. j Daura.ba..·-A small caste found only in the 
Eberl District, who arc so called because they make baakets (4 •• ,;). 

They have no sub-divisions. They call themselves R&jput., the 
dllBOCndants Qf ruja Vena, whowns the old world Btihmauical type 
of impiety. They allege that the »ClOreI' members of the tribe were 
obliged by poverty to acttle down in tho K beri District and take to 
their prt.'SCllt occupation. Their rules ot inte.nnaniage and lIOCUI 
position are very much the same all that of thc Gorcbbaa (f .•• ). 
Their prc8ellt occupation is the making and selling of f8.DJI, huhta. 
~CI, coo. A few of them have taken t,o agriculture. They ma.rry 
in the ordinary Hind u fonn, and employ a village Pandit to take the 
auspieCfl The esscutial pad of the rite is the sevenfoJ1 perambu. 
lation of th(l bride and Lridegroom round the (lentra.l pole af the 
D'arriage IIbed (lIra"do). The widow uBually iivCB wit.h her younger 
brother~in J.a.w. Tile only nw at Bueh marriages is investing ber 
with a. new Betol gJ1W lJangletJ (eMlri) and feeding the bret.hnm. A 
wife can be t.urnoo. out fat misconduot, and can then many ttPD. 
like .. widow. Tbey cat mbtton and goat's flesh, fowle .Dd 6th, aDd 
Ilrink spirits. They will not eat the flesh of tho cow, monk"", pig, 
or vermin like erocodileB, ja.cbis, 'inMeB, lizard., rata N the ~ 
of other people. Noonewitl eat, d.tin\:, or Bmoke with them • .., 
'aumber only 68 souls in the Kben District. 

Drivira.-One of t.he fh'e 8U\).outet of BrlbmaDI whicil ", tct 
make up what is called the Paueha Drivira, one of the two JI'!.f* 
Bribtnanic groups, Ar,oording to Dr. Wil.ou.' ooDDeeted .... _ 



.. ti_ \bey are d;.;ded iaIo Big Va, It .... Yajv 
Vodio, Shukla Yoju' Vedi., llama Vedi., Dl'inda Atbana V..u.. 
aod Nubhis. A&d by 6CCt they are either Smirtaa, V~ 
Sri Vaishnavu, Bhigvatas or 8ikta.&. "The Drilvira BrAbmut 
profeIJII to be the tnOilt scrupulous in 1 ndia in reference to caste oI.er­
vance ana practice, and in I>upportof their pretensions in this reepeqt 
they exhibit all kinds of a'Lsurdities Dnd puerilities. They are great 
opponentll of the re-marriage of widows and other proposals of t&­

fono/' Their country lies to the soutb of Tailallgi.na and Maiaur 
aod to the east of tbe' Cochin and 'rra\'ancorc territoriCfl. 

l Ji, lri6. ,io1t if t.lle D,,,t,,ira B,aima", tluord'M9 to tA, Or ..... 
of 1891. 

DIlTIUC'I'" Number. DUTIUC'I'" NUIDb.. 

. 

e.hlrupur · · 1 Jil.un . · • 1 

1I.tbun. · · · 61 Ohbipur · · · r 
Bnei1l, · · 1 G.rb.lt · · .. 
.. "" ....... • · , U.io . · · 181 

C.wnpor · · · 2 F.idLAd · · · 1 

F.t.fhpur · 1 B.brlich · r 
B .... . • · , --

TOT.U. · lOT 

- Dagdha.-A tnbe of m£c:nor Brahmans 0 11 the horders of: }'ateb­
pur and Allahabad. h They date their origin nom the time of J., 
Cbaod, woo figurea in so many fabulous legends of those pariII. A r',""'am Pin.re Brihman by name Barru, set up hill a.bodc lUI a. reeltu18 

Pareakhi, between Shaha1dllllr and the Ganges, and withdrew 
·'It;_lfeutirely from wordJy concern&, His credit as a holy mall 

10 ~ that Jay ChaDd became a.nDoUS to IlOO him, aud pro-
1'1 .. 01 to reward auy (ODe who would orin;- him into his p"'" 

"'"'""' _ attempts by all the ohiel olli"", of Itio 
~~;;;i ........ of the Jlijpul tribe, ond of g .... penoual __ 
I' _ anderlakiDg. H"'..n....a w...aw... 

.... _4' ........... ..a _ .. 101'1> lito hclJ ...... -



--;_-. - • 
......, kimIelf the WIaer of I8tenl child,. J .a .. the 1M, 1Il'I4I1_ 

ea in *be object of iDtrodMing biqa to an auditmae ..nih I." 
Chand, a grant of 88Vel'&i vill"lJf!ll ... '-'owed upon ber. On .... 
d.tb of the hermit, abe is said to have nw-ried a QUi, but it it DOt 
prot-hie that stich a connection took pla.oe at the early ~od of Uae 
Muhammadan conquest. However, she divided the inheritalloo, it: ill 
...erted, amongst her children. Those by the Pinr~. who were 
Dugdha. Brahmam(i.t!., of mixed blood)received fo:r:ty.ej~ht villages, 
of the greater part of which tbey arc in possession to tiWf day. The 
Musalmin dc&Q(,ondants also retain some of the villages laid to bave 
been granted at the Barno time. The Dngdha.s are reckoned in no 
repute as Brihrnans; indeed they are properly' Bhutnh8:rs and are 
"try indHlerent nbout the rank of the £amiliCII with which tbey 
intermarry. not uufrequcntly receiving the daughters of lUjputli lUJ 

DurgbaDBi.-A. RAjput sept found in the ca.stern part of the 
Province and Oudh. They are said to he a. branch of the Dikhit 
.opt. In Oudh it is said that they take their name from .&ia 
Dnrga. VQhan Dikhit of Ajudhyo. j according to the Partabgarb 
.t.ory, they are really an offshoot from the Bilkhariya sept, and are 
named from their ancestor Durga Db, the second son of Rij .. 
Rlmdoo, Their social position may be judged £rom their giving 
daugbter. in marriage to tho Cbamar Gaur, Bandhalg'Qii, '1'iJokcbao.di 
llais, Sombansi, Surajbansi, Sirnet, Dagbel, and the Gaharwir of 
Kantit, Their IiODS marry in the scpts of Chandel, Pu.b, Gautam, 
llaghui»nsi, Ujjain~ and the inferior gradee of Bai.,' 

Duidh.' -A menial tribe found to the east of the province. 
attempt baa been made to derive the name from the Suukrit 

III .... "to be oorrupted JJ and (ui If to eRt in or from IinA.,4djj., 

". porter}' But the name i& more probably of non·Aryan origia. 
the aooount ·cnrrent among themaelvee t.bey ue the dfllOlmd.,.iI 

Duhalaana, tbe IOn of Dhritara&btra,who, when the Ph ... Y» loll 
.... wife Draupadi, in gambling with DuryGdhana, draggecJ" 
forward by the Mil' and otherwise millUled ber. By aoi;ber....,. 
....,. ore the -.nd .... oIllhimeen. In the bill. 'bey .. 11 _ 
__ K..bu:iya Rijpute, tad eay they are BO caUed 1MIeaue tiler Iw4 



lA, 
... tile ....... 01 Xu,""", on.! Gul"dl. ......... , Iot!-I ...­
them the deeoeDdanb of the.bero Salhea, who is Connected witb the 
Lorik cycle. H e w .. the oompt.Dion .of Harua and Barua who were 
dofet«Ibr Lorik• 

i. TheN j. another famoWl tribll legend whioh is tbu. told by 
Mr. J3eglar.l " 1'here was a. DuUdh liviDg 

Le(.m of Btwa.n Ga.np. 
in Rijgir, wll()ie da.ughter used tc take the 

boa.ehold pige out in tba fidd to feed. It happened that as she wu 
., engaged on the day of the full moon of to certain great feBtival, 
me saw & Brahman walking on very rapidly. On qUi¥ltioning him 
be replied that be was going to bathe in the Ganges on the full moon. 
The gid l'El)\ied "Yon cannot possibly reach the GIlUges in time ; 
but if you believe me and your mind be full of faith, thi8 is the ex­
act moment of the full moon, and here is a pool (in wbich her pi@' 
were wa.llowing); dip int.o it and you willl'ealise the full fruit.. o£ 
'-thing in the Ganges at this lluspiciOUll moment," The Dl'ihmaa. 
did u she dKired and when he was in the pool, ahe mid" Now is t.be 
euot moment. Dive in and see what you get." Tbe Drlhmao 
did ... dcsired and found the bottom full of valuable gems, of which 
be clutched a handIu1 and came up. "Dive again, JJ &aid the girl. 
He dived again and found only mud at the bottom. n Yon eee," 
..ad the girl, "that I told you only the truth, when I said yw 
will be too late if yon go to the Ganges, for at the moment of you 
firat dive the moon was Ilt its exact full aud yOtl got your rewaI'd." 

S. II The Drihman was utoni.bed Ilud seeing ber .. Io ~(llr .... 
was wise propoeed marriage. She referred him to her rather who 
rem.cdj i8.yiog he couJd not pre.ume to ally hi, daughter o£ low 
-"*" kl .. high caste BrAhman. The Bdhman thereupon tlu'eateDed 
to kill bimaelf, and the DIliIldb fearful of iucurring Ule guilt of 
Bhhmebatya, oonaentea after OOlliulting hill friew; the m&I'Jiace 
.... duJy IIOlemni8ed, and the girl then taught her bUibud to .. 
., dowry of her father except a particuJar oow, a particular pig, &Dd 
• porIioalar .... "" The n .... b, on bWding hi. daug!>'" good • ..,. 
.. Gec1apeed ... Iaen ibey were departing, doired hit lJOD·i ........ tID 

..... -1 gdt """ .hooe. The Bdhman ,efuoOO, buI i,.;ug p....a, 

.. t.oud ibt DIIIiAIlb by .. promiae to gcant hia request, aDd .. 

... fer the cow, the pig and the parrot,,, be bad beeaa ........ 



.. DaoIdh boiDg - aWol< .... bouoI bJ hill __ ''.Il0l 
""up. ~ 

4. If The parrot wu an erlraordiaary Olle, aa he woaId d.aIJ 
t;o Indra', palaeo and bring the news of wbat took plaee thtw iD 
miIbeea.i the pig was the leader of all the pigs in the obuntry I 
tbe 0019' wu no ot.her than the famou! SUl'Ilbhi. 'One day the porl""'l 
told bia mistress that Indra. bad gi\'en orden that during 
approaching rainy season j it should rain nowhere in the diotri,,j '~_ I 
aept 00 tho sterile valleys and stony slopes of lUjgir. 'I'be girl 
be&ring this immediately called bel' pig and dirccted him t6 dig 
the whole of the stony ,-alleys and bill s\O}Je8 of Rijgir; 

wit.b the aid of his IJUbjoot pigs did as she dcsiroo.. She then,:,::=1 
ber husband to go and scatter :paddy in all these places, e: 
the object to hoI' husband. H e did as desired. Wbe:n it rained tOO 
paddy seed sprouted and the whole of stony Rijgir was ful l of 

}*ldYI while outside not lit blade of ~dy was to be found owing to 
want of rain. It being reported to Indra that within Rijgir enoagb 
of paddy bad been grown to stave off famine, be ordered an annyl'1 
mice and rats 1.0 be sent to destroy the Cl'OpS; but the girl informed 
of this order by her parrot, got her bUIlOOnd to procure an army of 
cata lUI guard; when it was reported to Indra that this plan of <I .... 
atroyjpg the crops had failedJ he directed that when cut, each to.d. 
of tho pa.ddy sheaves should produce only one and a qua.&, ftt of 
Clean paddy. The gil'j ltllormed by her parrot of this order, direct.ed 
her huilbwd to make bundles of only two stalks of paddy each tied 
end to eod. The order of Indra ha\>ing gone forth and beoome 
irrevoca.ble, each of these bundlee produced onc-and-a-quat"ter Hrf of. 
paddy. Indra. informed of this and seeing himself outwitted, mdered 
• fQnoUll storm to blow and eeatter all the paddy which Ud beea 
'tIareIbed out. ready for storing. The girl informed of UU. and aware 
that DO wattle but would resist the storm Bhould he store it iQ IUOb, 

-directed bel' husband to dig the doop moat now seeD round R£Mif. 
'When the ,torm blew i.t naturally cattied all the paddy iDt.o tIIMe 
beDehea where it; ley safe till the IItorm had hloWD. over, MIll .­
_ the .... try .. ved from £amin. through tile m...r- ci IIit 
pi, in """""'Y 01 who .. the poo' where her PI" _ to ...... 
_ ......J Bl_ Ganga or tho fifty-two Oaop. " n.;. -.,,(1 
.iDtlereIting .. it mara t.be CUitom wbich.au pnmoila '''!II 
1looAdIII 01 introdaoing """ 01 IUgbeo- .... _ 

tIIIir -. ..a lido if - oIlho ·~"""'Nr. 



......... ~Iy. ad 10 loy down 'lrilhoorlalo&r ........ 

., ate • degraded Aryan.raoo or of genuine Drafl4iMa ... 

.. tn'be it e1ear1y very much mixed and is probably a 06DlJ1O'1l'd 01 
_ di/Iereot _. 

IS. At. the last OenSUfI the Dnddhe entered themselvOil under 
seven mb--cast.es besido others wboee num-

Tri~ orpm.tioD. 
hers were not sufficient to warrant their 

mclUlion in the returns. These Bub-castes arc DharBiy~ Dbirhi, 
Oonciar, Kanaujiya., lIadhetlliya, Magn.hiya. and Uajar. Of theM 
W'C) haye the Dbirhi separately Dotiood and the Gondar pemaJIII 
mark • Dravidian branch akin to the Gonds and Manjlril. 
Another 1tlirzapur eDumeration gives the BUb-castes, which as nlnal 
are eupposed to amount to the mystical nuruoor se"en, Ail Magabiya 
or "reaidenh of Magadba"j Kanaujiya from Kanauj ; Di.rbi, Dblrh 
or Dbirhi which may correspond to the drummors and singers of 
tbM. nune j Bahcliya wbo havo been separately df.'Scribcd as a tribe 
of bunten and fowlers; Tirhlltiya or those of Tirahbukti or 
'lUbOt j Palwir which is also tho name o[ a sept of RijputB, and 
Gondar. A third Minapur list supplied by a member of the tribe 
giVOl the 8ub--caetee as DusAdh, Khatik, P isi, Pabri, Kucbaniya, 
Kojra;, and Dharkir, wheJ'6 we have a mixture of va.rious welJ knowu 
tn"'. 'l'lae detailed Census lists Wow t.he wb-C&lile8 of loca! impor .. 
tuce IWI the Gujahua and Pan war nf Mirzapu.r; the Barwir aDd 
Belwir of BaUia and the Dangariya, Gauriya, Katoraha, Kbariya. 
aDd Kotiya or Gorakhpur. All this goes to corroborsoo..the i.henry 
fl the mi.s:ed character of the tribe. These 6ub·ea.etet are DOW 

8bdogamOU8, but there is lOme reason to believe that this p~ 
of 6aaioD into endogamous groups ma.y, in some instanooe at leMt, 
lie of ClODllJalath-ely rooont origin. Thus in Mirzapur they MI81i 
... up to modena times tho Magahiya and Kanaujiya Duddbt 
1II8d to intermarry i but DOW tbey havo ceased to do 80 beeaUiO 
.... the Kaoaujiyv gave thtnr daughters to the MtIb..ru..fU, tb.,. 
waUl DGt ..uo. t;hem to retnna home with their husband., bat 
itd.eel on .... IIOna·in·! .. w ooming to live with their fMbm ..... 
Ww Jill... word& tt.... marriage WI8 the role in tIae twd 

TIll r.uk of this i • .uJ. to lave been that ~ 
JIolw- _ ad the groupo became endoga...... fto 

DaoIdho .. their Driginal homo in MopIIoa or ~ 
IWr -.. _G. of .. __ will ... 



III 
__ up iu ,he _pie 011"11_" Pari. B. __ 

OIIIDII oat, and only ten yean •• he:.ppeuea to • Du6dIt iii ill 
llit.pur who WM ploughing in UJe fie¥l loT hU 1IlMtler. .. 
godling took pity upon biro and "bowed him where .. pot of coW 
'WM buried, wherewith be purchased. hi. freedom Will .1&""1. 
Auoibar of t.heir revered aneestora wae ODC Churl .. of whom many 
IIboriea aTe told. He Cell in IOl'8 with the daughter of a RAja and 
... killed by him; .ince tben be haa become It. tribal godling. 

6. The Duidhs ha\,O a tribal council known .. Pao.ebiya1;, of 
which the Chairman ill known as Sardlr 01' 

Trib&l coullcil. 
Mijau, a corruption of Mabiijan 01' ({ great 

ma" Under him a 8uo:u:noner or wand bearer, the Chhat:idir, 
",ho eummauB the members to the meetinga of tbe ooune:i l. All 
.dult members of tlle tribe have a scat on the council j but miool'l 
are not allowed to atfiend. The council deal s with theft, adultery, 
eating and drinking with a Btrauger, )leeping a daughter unmarried. 
or not allowing ber lo join her husband or aeducing another man', 
wu.. 1 he ease is decided by the votes of all the me.moon pl'etii8D\. 
The umaI pum@bment i. a fiue which varies from five to tweaty 
rupeet. Bsidea this the oulprit bas to ((ive a feast to the members of 

the oouncil. Money rea.1i6ed by .fines is spent in providing spiriLt 
for the entertainment of the couneil. Those members who are too 

• poor to pay a fine, are puni.l!:bed with • sboo-beating which is ad. 
minililAred by one of the members. 'l'he conncil, M in .11 tbe.e 
tribea, act a8 oompurgaton and use the knowledge t.hey thel'XlllOlveI 
have obtained in deoiding a. CASe. When the Chairman wboae oftice 
ia hereditary is a minOl', his duties are discharged by one of Ju. 
adult relations. 

7. They do not marry in tbe family of their matemal tlIlele, 
of tbeir father', silter, of their aiditqo, tin 
three genoratioll1l have espired liDee tIM .. 

_MCtiOn by marriage, and in their own family (hI) .. Ioug _ 
.. reooIlecti.on of a marriage rela.t.ionship exilta. They CUl ...". 

• IeeOIld wife in the lifetime of the fim if ebt be b.neD. ,. 
IiICIOOd .ifa ia known AI fJdA.li or only half • wife, ud _ puH' • 
iI ....,. muob inferior te that of the fim wife. fter .. MIl 
allowed to kaop ....... biDe of • 'ribe 10 ..... in .... oslo _ tIooir 
cnru J bIlt • 1DAIl au. keep • womaa of • bigher 0IIIIIe, ........ 
... _ are .a.ui1ed to full _ pri ... _ .. 

.. a ... ·u wiib .. Ii"". irilIIJ..... V.n's • ...,." 



......, .a if • girl boo Ioog po-a tbo .. of paIIorty, ... io 

....n,. ue.ted • a widow ad married by the inferior ~f ton.. 
IJ'be parente of. the bridegroom in Mirsapt1r pay .. bride.prioe ... 
ill add by eatab\iabed caste custom at five rupees in caab, three 
sheeta, .na fonr ropeee worth of aweetmCllth. The oonaent of the 
parente is in all cues neceeeary to make a marriage valid. The 
OOCUJTence of any physical defect .. fter marriage ill a valid gro1dld 
for repudiating the woman j but web conduct is diacounged, and 
in .11 cues such proceedings mU6t have the sanction of the council. 
A 'man can expel .. wite who i. detooted in adultery, and IUch 
women may marry again by the ,agtli form j but before tWa i. 
allowed, the parentI of tbo guilty pair have to feed the bretbml. 
IS ie remarkable among thorn tha.t tho olhpring of tho tJditii Of 

aeeond wile are excluded fl1)m inl18rit:anoe in the estate of tWr 
lathe" 

8. Widows and divorced womon, if tho nne have been disc.Jwog. 

WidO'lll' fIIart'iace. 
ed, are married by the ,ayd. form. U.maIly 
a widow ill married to .. widower, The 

match is arranged by a member of the tribe. A Pandit i.e e.lled in 
to announce a lucky date. Then the man with a. few frieud. goea 
Ul the bouse of the widow and gives her parenti! some clothes and 
sweetmeats. 'Then the friends on both sides are entertained and .. 
night the bride is taken into 0. dark room where the bridegroom. 
goet and gropes about until be catcbes her and smears some red 
lead on her forchead. It is the ctiquette for her to &\'Old biOi [or 
some time. This smearing of powder is usually done in the 
])Hfj", or room de\"oted. to the wonhip of the tribal godliac. 
Nui morning the bridegroom takee the bride home and when be 
by feuted the c.laUIJIIlBt\ the marriage is recognised aa valid. 

9. The umbilieal cord is cut by a. Cbam8rin, and if a WOmab of 
tb8 cute were to perform this duty, .be 
would be turned out of cute. She put. 

it. ill _ .nbea pot, the mouth of wbich Me clO8el tighl.ly 
.. ..me. it to the bank of a 1ank where Bbe bane. it I8OIWl­
lJ ia tba gI'OWId. ID the oon.bement room. fire i. ligb'" ia 
.... pieoe of iron it plltOed. At the dl)Of of the room a ..... 
at • tboral mrub .-lied Hd4, ia tied, aDd .aDle bang • baaab 01 
...... All ... prIlCMItionl are taken to t.r tbe IDfnaoI rJl. ... 

.,;m 1--. ..... cluioboo, ;" Ibo f ..... 01 ... owl, Iloo _ 
oiIiIi.a-.jl, JomJou _10 .... Ito __ 



1'111111, lie pi of tlaoIb. 'lbo .... i .... IIT ;, , ... _. 
io .....,.) by tho __ .. \WIg of ;be oozd witb. • bhai 

_...... ..d tho nAglect of oil .. titeptio p ....... _ 'BIoi 
cli-.e ruDB & oouree of about twelVE' dayl, and tbie ~ta MIIOD.f 
thiaa.nd the allied castes for the selection of the twelfth.,. ('-,.sI,) 
for the performance of ceremonies to ward oft the evil Lpirit. 'lbt 
Cbamlrin attends for six daya and for twelve days the mothet it 
daily rubbed with the condiment cal led dtll", On the sixth dar 
it the CiA"",;. "ben the women of the tribe are pro\iled with oil 
to rub their ,beads and red ·lead to SDlfI(Lr OD. the parting of their 
hair. On this ocauion some treacle is di8~rilluted among them. 
The mother and child &re bathed while the women Iring the ,0A.,. 
or birth song. 'I'he ChamArin receives as her perquisite the old 
clot.bea of the mother. The ceremonies of the sixth day are repeat­
ed. on the twelfth day, and tho house is purified in the llBual way. 
an both these occasions, they warshiJ) the olan deities Parameswari 
and Br.ndi-Bba\vini in the fami ly oratolY (JJefJ!I"ar) and oller to 
them 1..Jls of ground rioe mixed with mgat and water. Some add 
a burnt offering (~tmt) with flowers and betel. In the ume way 
they worship Gangaji aud all rivel's generally in connection with 
marriage. The women go in prOCCEsion to the river side, and t hP.te 
are met by the DIL{Ali W110 SlngR 90ngs in honour of the Gauges, 
aadthe women offer sweets (taddM), flowers, ootellcaves,'&ud mab 
.. burnt offering. All the&e things are the perquisite of the DaUlt 
On their .return h~e the women Qf the tribe are entertained OIl 

eM_ (p';r,) and riee boiled with sugar (.U.4a bAat) . 
10. Adoption is common among Dnddbs. Usually the boT 

adopted is the son of a brother or oUler DMr 

relative. All the member. of the cute NIIIi-
a.. in tbll villages are invited, and after the adoption haa been .. 
IIOUIIMd,. they are entertained on spirits, boil~ nOB, ana pork. Thq 
-'1 that tbe ceremonies on the aixt.h and twelfth day afW1Iirth 
..-oant to .n initiation into the caste eqnivalent to the Bd\.meni-
001 __ with the .aored th....t U .... ). ad t.hoy ..... ~ 
..,...,pt for I0Il'1 one in whoae case tb_ oeremoniea baTe .. '-. 
ohair pedormed. Wheo,. boy io .". y ... old. they get • pia" 
to pieree his e&rI at the EAicAIJr' faiival. The ebild. II 
-.. tho ...t. ad ;. giwo ............ d ..... \110,.,._ 
.. coIUmilh ........ hio _a_OIl _ ...,. MIl .. 
... ....nIpin .• 



• ................. br_oftlul_ofdto-._ -. w kDOl'll AI Ute .,. • . 1 Oa _..,.... 
day fixed by the PaDdit, the fotheo: of tho pi 

.,.110 tJM bouse of the ooy acoompanicd by three or four frieDU, 
and .heo be baa iDapeoted the boy. and approyed of him, be gil'. 
him lOme aweeta. Tbat day the date cfthe formal betrothal, which. 
they can limit dAd_, is f1:scd. On that day .. square it made in 
the courtyard and the two fathers sit insidu it. A Pandit is aalled 
in ad he recites .. few verses (,..,.1111). Tbe fathers each exchanr 
6" lwadaful of paddy, and the Pandit pl a.oea a. pt,cket or b6tel ia 
the hand of each. Then the fathers rush together and each put. 
bit packet of bete11eaves in the breast of the other. Tbeyeach tie 
up the paddy in a handkerchief, and salute caoh other with, lia,." 
lU. I Next comes the cbangUlg of cups {piytfta bad_HII.}, 
"hen the fathers Bit in the sqUAl'e each wjth a cup of spirits in biB 
bud. Tbey exchange cups and drink the contcuts, and tIle fri8Dde 
are treated to 81 drink Then at the bouGe of the boy a. diUDer of 
noe, pulM, and pork is given, and nGXt day the Pandit flses an ago. 

pieioaJ day for the wedding. 
12. The marriago ceremonies begi.n with the digging of the 

sacred earth ( ",aUi Ha .. ). which ia done b;r 
Ifam.,e _IIIOOilli. the women, each of whom receives lOme oiJ 

aDd red lead to decorate the parting of her hair. The earth II 
brought and placed in the marriage shoo (".r'!lIfO) , in tho centre rI. 
which a ploughshare i» erected. Each woman getll 801110 r.ak .. ad 
iD .return presents foUl' annas ail a contribution to tho upentel uf 
the wedding. The marriage ritual is of the normal type. W1wD 
theboy .tart. to fetch his bride, he is armed with a dagger (Iltf'r). 
He ill aooompuied by a party of musioians (6(1j(H"lll1). On thlir 
III'rivai at the brid6". hoWM!, the boy's father send. the bride lOme 

.1(1'. O'DCllln! .. ,. , •• 10 th. uppet outell, Il\ .. lIk1h • ,.,. 
ud HGladW froID dallproU ..cqUJJII ___ witbio u.. 

jt Ii ut .... 1M .... b., lItallllllTitd Wi, 1II'ith A..ir.tio PNO Dlo .. 
bu. iJr. dI. !o ... , Of'del'l, putiOlllaril.IIIOQr-t lb. ~r&w 

ud _ork ill lb. a.M., I, i. I.,.... 
__ hood. TIKI,-u.. .. 

. _1IIUIiDt:_.w-. .... 
.. III ""7 n.D prGIIOrl.!OIlI. 110 "'11 "' ....... 
• , ..... u.. peop\t UIa' .llow lbelr slrJ. • ~ 

".... '-U. per-.J renn.in 01. tbI ........ )U 
to. Dc. _ ••• ". rr..t a..s. 11)'.., ....... 

uo&W _....,.s ..... ..., ..... 
.. ..aa.. ............. . -.-



..... l""'IIIy,....... Olio!, wIdob II pI...a in tIoo -.. oW. 
!lie frieodo .11 got cInmIt that ..,h.. At $ho .... ....a.u.., .. • 
briU. /alh.. wonhipo .... """ at <he bridecroom, ADd II>ea .. 
ofIoring is made 00 Gauri aDd 0-. The pair halO theU oI.u.. 
knotted and walk fh"e times roand the shed. After ibiB the brirJe.. 
croom goa; into the oratory (41094I1r) and wonbipe ihefamily Bvdt 
of the bride. At the door as be comea out, the bridC"8lister ban the 
way and will not let him pue until &he receives .. -pre«mt, apparent­
ly • lUl'Vivai of marriage by capture. After the husbabfI brings hiI: 
wife bome, thc.bret,hren arc fed and Gangaji is worahipped in the 
way already dOlCl'ibed.1 

l S. The infant or unmarried dead are buried. Adults ... 
cremated in the usual WAy. After the cre. 
mation is ovor the mourners chew leaves of 

the bitter "t". tree aa .. sign of BOrrow, and touch water, their feel; 
and head with a piooo of iron to keep oft the nAit. Then the man 
"ho fired the pyre ponrB a little spirit on bhe ground in the name of 
.. deoeeaed, and takes a drink bimsel£, which is also distributed too 
the other maumen:. Next day the chief mourner gees to tho en. 
mation ground and ponti BOrne milk on the ground in the namE: of 
ibe dead man. In the evening the clansmen assemble. A pit is dug 
hi the gronnd and over it they hold a leaf of the ptpl'll tree on wbicb 
'her fil'Bt pour a little milk and a. little water, and let it ~op into 
the pit. The death impurity lasts for seven days On the t.en1.h 
dAy, there is a coremon.ia.l shaving of the moumertl and clanJlmen I 
grain is ginn to Brahmans, and the brethren arc feasted. They 
pedonn t.he nsual ,rddtlJeI, and some even go from lIinaput to 
Gay-. for thiJ purpoae. 

14. Dusidhs aeeert that tboy ate orthodox Hindus. They are 
vory 8Il1dom initiated into t.he ordinary I8CItII J 

R.up... but if this be done, they prefer the VAl •• ,. 

ualtu. But &II appeart from their tribal wonbip, they have retaiDoIl 
• large amotlDt of the primitive aoimitJtic belie&. Their ,rat 
deitiee in JClI'Mpur are RJhu and Ketu, the ucending and dfllDlDll. 
ing nods, Qahat.h, Baudi, and Manill Deva. Tho ~ ucl 
wonhip of Rlhu, the eali)l'8 demon, have been oontid.ered et.w..,' 



ood x •. JU.1oy' 11M gi .... very .... pIet.o ODd ........... _ 
01 t1r.e wonhip u it prev&il. iA Bihar. In Minapur ~ wonhip 
of R&hu ia done in thie wise. A pib is dug in tbe ground, one-6Dd. .. 
.. quarter I'mbit. wide and &even eubits long. In this logs of woo. 
are evenly laid, and 00 them oil ia poured. Then 110 Brahman it 
.Jled in who doeB the fire sacrifice (Ao.) . When the \vood .in tho 
k'eDcb has burnt awa.y until only some hot cinders are left, the 
WOl'Bbippera walk onc after tbe other along it followed by the 
Brlhman priest. In Dibar, it is a. tribal pricstknown as tho Dhabt 
who presides, IIond the association of the Brahman in Mirznpur is. 
verr remarkable toot. Another form of the worship is to fix up two 
bamboo. in the ground a. short diatanoc upart. Between the polCfl a 

couple of swords arc tied &lId thug a sort of ladder is made. The 
officiant climbs lfP these and stands on ODC of the sword blades 
with his ll&kcd feet and from the tOI) pours some milk on the ground 
in the name of Riibu. Then he descends and a. young pig i. 
brougbt before him whiel) he kills by repeated thrusts of n. sword 
or spear. Some spirits arc also poured on the ground and tho meat 
aDd the rest of the offerings are consumed by the worshippers. 

16. As a further illustration of this vory primitive Conn of 

.... In boDOIlt of wors hip it may be worth quoting tho song 
~hu. BUDg on this ooca.&ion hy the Duaidha in 

the Mirzapur District ;-

1. K"i Ad,e' 61ag11la ,.;n Una",,,II? lai llIa* dlJiI" •• 
6ojA4i .10 ! 

~. K4i .a" 6/lagiJlM g4i.-,lAar1l1I11a"! VtA.ell Qgi"i,4" .4.i 
dlld..r io , 

B. WI MJ;, /)i.gilla !tlM ltuolIJa,U .. "'liN do, ci"illlJ{I, 
60Jilu ~o! 

.. Sae • ••• Ua,ul(J ,Ai. dl a,M,l&aU .. IdAeia IIpi"ild", l;lli 
dA&,Io. 

·0 devotee I How many oubitl long ia tho ditch wbioh thou 

... dug? How much wood but thou laid therein? How many 

....... of batt,or ..... ~bou pou...! ,heM. ,bat .ho biUoww of lira 

.. u. the air? 0 defo_' IIC\'CtI cubits 10vg d the treocb wbiob 

...... dog. Ten DIOGD<I. 01 firewood but 'hou piJad _ .. 

• <11 ...... diroac' In ... ,-"- ..... a .. ,. 
• 

.a. 



Que mound and • quarter Of butt.. ..... thou po1llOd __ 
tbe billows of fire &riae." 

1. Buig4dj A," to .... 6aralull .. [i"i,d,. II ti,iI" J(I",," 
0.,4. aa' i /40. 

2. Ydi Qdl,. lIuen .,ili,. Rd.!. kal UaIA/ 11'41 Kel. a; 
",.c!ollJII1" dlJlDaftllfln$,. ja.; Id.a, 

8. AIDI dd. Rd.h ill' lIIato/a/IJ1J Kdu lai "",dolfD(J i J .. 
ddl uc.fora pal(/,r. 

4. GAflrtJ/oa to oafldR4wtlU (Uotll li dllri141f; dAapan I.i 
pai lAtlu. phlrear. 

6. /(IlI.,u" ,inchalDldi md,l'. d.fOa"a ."",.lItolf, idoh" 
,i"ddlOsli .at; arab. I A:ai pllJl. I 

6, D"dA.reo" ,i"ddwalo,. mdli .. tf(Jtf}(Jlf4 .ftra",,, Gil., • 
• i" (lrao,,.,! i, ph'. 

7. DalOau f/te"raIOIJ _lUi,. lJ,MAi Hodj khai"!J .ra~.l ,fa, 
pUI, _dli. ,.aUi!; pr(l,lipdl. 

"0 wife of the gardener I I warn thoo bring not thWl t.bt 
marjoram lea.vCB. '1'00 great litter of Rihu and tbe little litter of 
Ketu will by IWd by pass this way. Bring not then the u vea or 
marjoram :-Lct tho great litter of Ribu and the little litter of 
Ketu pass this way aod I will spread the robe that COVer8 my 
broutt. Hahu tied hiB horee to the Asoka. tl'OO and patsed quickly 
into the garden. Said he-'I 0 wife of the gardener I With wW 
didst thou ~ter the millet and the marjoram; and with what 
tho Arabul1"1 She answered" With milk did I water the marjOtuD 

and the millet j with Ganges w&tet tho Arabul. I' Said Rabu--&ill 
ibe marjoram and the millet a.nd live on what you can make 
hom them; but pl'OIICtve the Arabol.u 

16. 1'hcy worehip Cbhath or Chbatm, the aixth, on the aixth 
Iun&!' day of Kuir. All the I,reviou. day 

Wonbip of Obhath • .to. 
they faet and before liunriee go sing;ng to ihe 

rift!' aide. They Btrip and walk into the wate:r where they ItaDd 
lacing the east till tho sun rises, when they atand with folded &.aU 
and bo .. in reverence to him, and make an offering of vuioa. kiDdI 
of oaba (,.6o_d, '.'g../4) and any other kind of wood which u.e, 
can pl'OClUJ'e. Some offer in addition grain, rice, and ... e_ .. 
~ ... afternnI. d~tributod among the frieoU 01 floe r...a,. 

'Ata •• lla ....... ...,._ .. ~u.. ...... Par_-' __ ..... 
... aur. ... en---. JlttUWI eM ___ ..... Ift0 
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'I'he ... tribal deities, Bandi aDd Muukb Deva., who it the I( man 
spirili," the BUt of 8Ome.dead.wortby of the tribe, are wonhippe4 
OD the tenth day of Kuir in the bouse temple (deogAar) with a 
_rifioe of fowls and 8. young pig and an oblation of spirit:&. They 
abo offer l6Veu cupe of milk and seven pairs of cakes which they 
range round the earthen mound which is the common abiding pla.oc of 
the tribal gods. 1'bey observe mOElt..,f the ordinary Hindu ~tiv .. l. 
and take advantage of the Phagun. or Holi and the Ka.jll.ri to indulge 
m. good deal of drinking and gross sensuality. In fact, on tlM!8e 
ooouioll8, the rules of modesty and decency arc ollowed to fall into 
abeyance. 

17. Thelr oaths a.ro !lone by standing in wal.cr, or on a. ptfJIIl 
tree, or by touching the bead of one of their 
SODS. They will not eat beef; but Ulte 

freely wutton, goat's flesh, and venison. 'l'hey ILl'C now beginuing to 
abandon the u 86 of fowls. Defore eating they put a. little food on 
the ground in honour of Dbarti MiI,ta, the En.rth goddees. '( he 
\ft)meD wear the ordinary Hindu dres8 with thick bangles (wt4Ut) 
on the wrist and hea.vy anklctM (paira). They eat kaddi IUlIl 
,din cooked by all Brahmans, Va.isyas, and Ksba.triyas, and 1.110 
by the more respectable lower castes, Ilo8 the Ahir. They will Dot eat 
allything touched by a. Dom, Chamir or Dbar1rir. 

18. It is Ba.id that m06t of Lord Clive's &.rilly which fought at; 

Oooupatiml. 
Plassey consiskd of DusQJh9. Now they do 
Dot taka military 8C1'VlOO. Tbeir dronlulD 

lazy habits prm'ent them from rising to the position of oocupancy 
tenants and most of them are plougbmen in the service of other 
*enant.ll or landlords or they 8el'Ve U village wat.cWneD (g()f'oil, 
oA.ditUr ). They practise DO bandicra.ft and some of them live h7 
wood cutting or collecting jungle produce. 
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Dfts&r (dillra, "sooood "), a lrub·caste of Bauyas numerous in 
parts of the Allahabad and L ucknow DivimOll8. In tho returns of 
tbe CensUB ot 1881 great conful!ion was oa.uscd by the amalgama­
tion of the no,sa.r Banyas with the Dbilsar or Dbirgava, who claim 
Br&hmanicaJ origin. E\'cn in tbe rctUMl.S of 1891 it it not oerlIIiD 
that thill error has been oornvlctely eliminated. The DG.MrI nak 
low among Banyas, admit widow marriage, and are aid to be • 
branch of t.he Umm~ sub-caste deacended from & IlEICODd wife, 
whence their name. From Cawnpur tbe cunone rule i. NpOItiIi 
that the parents 0' the bride pay a dow ry, the muUnam. 01 ..... 
i. Ra. iU I of the ,iet; CllJ1'eot in RU Bareli, ... hiah ... ......do .... ~ 



.,...... Prom thil it; it ... roed tat; 8M BanI:i. ... aD 

_1,- 01 the Dd ..... 

lJidrii_Uu '1." DW&/I' BlUl(U deeortli.g to ll, Ct",,,, 0/1891. 

Dln_IC'!"t. 

~ 
DleT",,"e. NlLDlbllr. 

Buudahbr , Benaret • I 

)htbu ..... • Luckuo. ..... 
Furrukblbld ... U,nAo . ..... 
Ktl.ah '" RAl! Bmli ..... 
Pflibhlt 2 SltaI'u, • 
cawupur • 10,001 Uardoi 6,811 

F.Lebput • 6,566 Kb~ri '88 
namlrpur • YairAb&.d • , .. 
Jr.n.hi.bld • Blrabltnki ... 

TOT." 4.5,dOl 

, . 
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V Ga.dariya;1 Garariya; Oa.deriya.j Gt.nreriya.-(H:ndi ,U.r, 
.. a "beep:" Sanskrit IQ.dAa,NS, 80 co.llcd because originally brought 
frODl the country of Galldbinl or Kandahar) .- The caste of shepherd., 
goat-herds, and blanket-weavers found allover the Poo\>inoo. 10 
many parts thoy are known as GuGJ (}adariyD., and there seems 
strong reason to believe that they are in some wa.y connected with 
the Ahtr or GuilD. race, though their personal aJlpcaranoo indicates 
a much larger ad'mixture of non-Aryan blood. This is strengthened 
by the fact noted by 11ft. Risley' tba.t in 13iWr they will take 
both lade'" and paH:i food from GuAJas. 

2. Acooriiing to the last Census the Gadariyas or thetle Provinoea 
reoorded themselves in tweh'c sub-castee 

lntemal ltruct~. be.aides sc'Vemi more whose numbers were too 
8ID&U to find a place in the final returns. These Bulrcastel are 
Baghel j Damhaniya; Cb&ndcl; Dhingar ; HaranwiJ j KacliliwiJ:.& i 
Nikhar j Phlll-singruya; Rithaur; Rautela j SAgar; Saraswlr. 
Nearly half of these Me the names of well-known Rfijput IieptB, and 
this may possibly go to show thft,t the formation of thetle endoga. 
mous groupe, under a.t least their lJresent names, may be of com­
paratively modern date. It is asserted from J3n.reilly that they 
admit outsiders into the caste: tWa il lioubtful a.nd apparently DOt 

tbe case in tho Eastern Districts. In Benares Mr. Bberring' givtll 
an entirely different set of sub-cae:tes- Dhingar; Nikhar; Ja.UbPUri, 
or " those from J aunpur ; 11 Illahibidi," tb0@6 from AllahiW;" 
Bakar:kadu, or "goo.t butcherll; U NamdawAla., or .. makers of felt," 
aDd Chikwa. woo are wtua.l1y claasod with the Qs.ssab. He..erlia 
that the fint four sub-eaetee keep sheep and goats, not 110 the remain­
ing three. They also manufacture blankets. Thc Bakarkado and 
NamdawiJa sub·castes do so likewise. The Chikwas are Muham .. 
madam. He allO names two other 8Ub-calJteS-tbe Jlharariya, who 
derive their name from 6j~r, a Bhfe]l. 4/ Nevertbe]C/la they are not 
employed u. tending sheep, bat in other kinds of labour. n.: 
BaiD'" are the lOWeR in .rank amoug the Gadariyas. They liTt 
1>7 begging """PO of hoi, hom \he ._ ",b-cutco that ... 

I a..d _ DOtM Ir,r tlIe De;Ia*r t.p.owt or 8cb"o~, Bvellly: If. ll"" ........ 
.......... alfb IobooIt "'bvw. foDd. ullla frOID Jbi_ reoai9IMI.-..p lit ,... Q.,,..... o.a. 
:=~"-i'~nl. 



-. "'" ..rn.., .... .,....u." 8ir H. Jl. IIIliot _ 0100. 
TMeu. or Pachbidi. If thoet I)f' the W(JSt.." Cbak, Bareiya, PIibwtr. 
and BhaiyatAr. From Agra it I, reported \hat \he ........ '" tho 
Dhingw aub-cute wear bangle. of g_, bore tJ.eir .~ UId do 
DOt ... mat ,; while t.hoee of the Nikbar do not wear glue b&DgI" 
do noi bQre tbeil' noses, a.nd ca.t meat. Of the 1,11 eectioD. fl 
Hindu and 8 of the Muhammadan branch included ira the detailed. 
Ceowe RetnrIlll, those of the chief local impoltanoe are the Ch.tula.b, 
Mokba, and Suhla of Sa.h1ranpuT: the Ahlr, Chhot_, SabJa. awl 
Uchabri of Muzaltarnagar: the 13batti, Gang~ Panw&r, and ~ of 
Bula.ndshahr: t.he Hans, Madiriya, and Sengar of Aligarb: the 
Vaneli of Mainpuri: the Raikwir of Etiiwab: the Sengar pi 
Bareilly: the Sahla of Bijnor : the RauteHl and Sah1a of Morid!. 
bid: the Magar and Panwi.r of Cal\"Dpur : the PanwAr of Fateh. 
pur: the Rohingar of HamirpUT: the Darsiya of Gblzipur: the 
Sailiya of the Tarii: the Thcnga':. of Rie Bare1i : the Darhanrir. 
Dokba.r, and Panw&.r of Hardoi, and the Nikhad of Sultinpur. 

S, The Western Gadariyas call themselves Marhattaa and de-­
seribe themselves as cmigrant6 fromGwtliot. 

TndiUOD. of oriein. 
Some of them still ,isit Gwi.lior to wo~ip 

the godde&e KAJi Devi. and uley employ a. oolooy of Gwi.lior Jlhita 
",ho have oome from Gw&ijor and settled at Anupshabr in the 
Bwandshabr Distriot. '1'he Gadariyas fix their emigration from 
OWAlior in the time of tho Dor or 'I'omar Rija Duddh Sen. 

4. The Gadariyaa uswtJly m&1TY t.heir girl. at the age of from 
seven to twelve. To the west it iJ a rule 
among t.be.m after marriage to lodge t.be 

bride fil'8t on her arrival with her husband in a. separate room, ud 
lobeD &be is not admitted into the houee until she pay •• lAUD uf 
money to the men or per&OWI connected with ber haabud by 
...mage with women of bie [amily. In t.he OOUI'6e of tW. fuztotion 
• mimic struggle goes on between the two parties. Nut 1DOrai.Dc 
aIher ., is thus received into her husband'ii family, the WOIDI!D rl. 
&be houee fill an iron pan with water and plaoa in it two t:ihw 
rinp and some bled. of grMi. The married oouple theD .... 
&0 _ which of them ,rul aeoure the riugI. The bridepoam'a 
femIIe relatiODi do their beat to belp him. Whichever of.,.. 
IIIOIlN8 the rinp will haft t.be a.tery d1lliDg mam.J.. ~ 
"'" ..... ot..gg\e ia _ ..... wi ... poan \he _ ,. .. 

wiIMl 0'fV the Ia.r. There .... DO marriaae .... J ,,1Io!IIM,j. :J! 



wlliiipil .." • _her" tho _. B. __ ..... ..a • 
...... """' tbelatber of ..... briaegroom; but if b ... ...,;; -1 
ftaud ill arranging the mateh, the ocnmcil hays one eide of bit 

UlOIUtiIdte ,baved in the preeetlC8 of tbe brethren, and 10180 imP'*" 
fIDe. A man lPGy diaaud his wife for infidelity, but such WOIII8D 

are not. allowed to remarry in the CMte. W idow-marriage and the 
lerirate are permitted, and the chiJdren by any form of recognieed 
marriage are equl bcin, Illegitimate children are not allowed to 
intermarry or even smoke with those of pure Wood. A man who 
mwee a widow bas generally to pay something to ber re1atiou, 
and in aoy case he has to pay a.ny debts- she may h:1\'8 contracted 
during 'Widowhood.. 

5. The woman during delivery sits on a 8tool facing the Oanget. 
Sbe is attended by a sweeper or Koli mid .. 
Wifd for at least tbree <lays. When the 

birth of a male child is announced, onc of the mother's female rei .. 
tiona hurriee out of the house, and draWl all round the walls .. lillie 

of. oowdung as a magic circle to koop oft evil spirita. She .. Iso 
makes a. tUl1e OOWdUllg figure at each side of the dooe, and JiXeli up 
leVen pieces of broomstick near it. When a girl is born, only. 

pi_ of a broken earthen pot ill put up over the door. On the 
IeCIOnd day the mother is gi\-CD a condiment which is suppoted to 
oonsist of t.hil·ty.two drugs boil~ togct.hcr. On the tenth day tile 
motbet· and child are taken to the nea.rest well with 6ingiug, ... 
me wor&hips the well by marking the platform with turmeric, ...a 
placing upon it the cowdung figurel whioh had been fixed up near 
the hOUlC door. They all t'Ctnrn, and soaked gram and sweote aN 

ctiotributed . 
6. The marriage ooremonies are of the Dormal type. There.." 

some obaen'&D.Oe8 which may be 8W'Vival. of 
IIuriap cutolU. 

marria'ge by ca.pture. ThUll, while the mar. 
n.se is going OD, the women of the bride's family carry on .. moak 
6ght wiih tbe retationl of the bridegroom, and are allowed to It rib 
iN:o with 'be kneadiag roller (HIIIII). If a girl bu a pwticular 
earl of. the balr which ia . apposed to reeemble .. £emale .... 
(4IIf.,...) •• Iae is first married to a oamel-th6rn ba.sh (jAfj, Hr,). If 
• t.obelor iu the IIamt way many a widow, and the bear 1Wa • 
........ , \II oider to overcome the evil inlluenOe which .it ... ...,.. 
fa 1liiie fI'OIIltbe tI'.rp form a£ marriage, be gaY bimIeR _* 

.......... he P. _ tho doughier' .. morriIp '" ....... 



........ 
7. Ilodariy .. .,...... their ..wt deod, NOOpI _ who ... 

died 01 rmakfl-bite or 8tnall"PO'" If eooh 
CQrpaH an> <inIIIlated, they believe that at ihe 

burning a steam arises from them which strikes the DlO1Il'D8I'II blind. 
On tbe way to tho burning ground a ball (pillda) is offered in the 
tuune of the deceased. The son of the deceased fil'tl the pyre, ad 

each of the rnournere throws in (ive cakes of oowdung fuel. Some 

uhell are ,iftOO alld 1)1~ the following day od tbe spot where the 
deat.b oooorred, and next morning Irom the marks on the ashes they 
e:pooulate &6 to the form which t he 80ul will &66Ume in the ned: 

birth. They perform the usual . rdddAa. 
8. GadariY&8 are orthodox H indus, the Musalm&.n branch of 

the caste being very inCOll6iderable. Their 
chief deity is KilL They al80 worship a 

klcal deity known as Chimar. This is more especial ly done in the 
Naudurga of Chait and Kuar and when cholera or other epidemie 

ai&eal!e is about. The offerings oonsist of cakes (ptiri)J coa.ne sugar. 
and aometimea a goat. The last is taken by the Cbamlr priett 

and the fonnel' by the local Brahman pr.iest or Kberapati . Another 
spirit named Jukbaiya or Jokhaiya is largely wonhipped by Gada­
riyaa. in the W estern D istricts. H c is &aid to be the ghuHt of a 

Muhammadan Ghosi. His priest is Ii sweeperJ and his otrering a -young pig. The chief shrine of Jokhaiya, who, 8('cording to the Jut 
CensuIlJ was worshipped by 87,061 pcr80ns, is at Pend hat. in the 
"Mainpuri District. He is there said to have been a. Bhangi, who 
waa killed during the war between Prithivi RAja of Delhi and 
JayclUlIld of K anauj. His offering ill a. pig, which .is "presented by 

women who long for childre.n and pra.y for easy dclh'ery. The fair 
iI eaia al80 to bring timely winter ra.in. To the west of ~ Pro­

vince they arc served by SanA.dh Brahmanll; to the eaat; h1 loW" 
clut Bri.hmaDB of various tribes. 

~. lo Bihar, aoootiling to Mr, Ra leYJ the Gadariya. ranks higher 
than the Abir; but this dOOll not seem to be 
the ca&e in these Pro,-i.D08iI. 'f'bt.y are, bow. 

ever, C&l'eful about food and drinkJ and maintain a fairly high.taad.td 
of pentonal purity. TW.ir original oooupation is keeping and ...uiDg 
ohoop ODd goo" and making blankclo; but beoUI .. lID. they .a1ti_ 
aDd praoQoe M OW! forms of trading. 'nIe ..... ban ....... 

t..~",-ybabi" ... flIe .. """~""'-."~ I_"'''. "U'-·.·~_"'pdioiD. 
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