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barbers, but wash clothes and shave for one another. 
The Mannans stand ahead of the ther hill-men from 
their knowledge of medicine, though th y re ort more to 
Chattu than to herbs. Drinking i a very common vice. 
Marumakkathayam is the pre ailing form of inheritance 
(in the female line); but it i cu tomary to give a 
portion to the s ns also. r rriag tak s the form of 
tali-tying. The tali (marriage badge) is rem v d on the 
death of the husband. Wom n generally wait f, r two 
years to marry a second husband fter the death of the 
first. A Mannan claims the hand of hi mat rnal uncle's 
daughter. The asta of abarim la and riyar is 
devoutly worshipped. The Mannans ar xperts in 
collecting honey. They eat th fle h f th monk y, but 
not that of the crocodile, snake, buffalo or cow. They 
are fast decreasing in numbers, like the oth r denizens 
of the hills." ,.. 

Concerning the Mannans, Mr. O. H. B nsley writes 
as follows. t "I enjoy many pleasant remini c nc .of 
my intercourse with these peopl. Their cheery and 
sociable disposition, and enj yment of camp life, make 
it quite a pleasure to be thrown into contact with them. 
Short, sturdy, and hairless, th Mannans have all the 
appearance!' of an 'aboriginal' race. The Mannan 
country extends southward from the limit occupied by 
the Muduvans on the Cardamom Hills to a point south 
of the territory now submerged by the Periyar work~.: 
They have, moreover, to keep to the east of the Periyar 
river. Smallpox ravages their viI age , and fever lives 
in the air they breathe. \~lithin the present generation, 
three of their settlements were at the point of extinction, 

• TnvaDCOI'e Census Report, J90I. 
t LectuJe delivered at TrhaDdrum. 
t SM A. T. M.c:keD&ie. Hiltory of the Periyir ProjecL Mad..., Is". 
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but were recruited from other more fortunate bands. 
Very few attain to old age, but there were until lately 
three old patriarchs among them, who were the headmen 
of three of the most important sections of the tribe. The 
Muduvans and Mannans pursue the same destructive 
method of cultivation, but, as the latter are much fewer 
in numbers, their depredations are not so serious. 
N one of the tribes , east of the Periyar pay any tax to 
the Government, but are expected, in return for their 
holdings, to perform certain services in the way pf 
building huts and clearing paths, for which they receive 
fixed payment. They have also to collect forest pro­
duce, and for this, too, they obtain fixed rates, so that 
their treatment by the Government is in reality of 
the most liberal kind. Mannans do not always look 
at things in quite the light one would expect. For 
example, the heir to an English Earldom, after a 
pleasant shooting trip in Travancore, bestowed upon a 
Mannan who had been with him a handsome knife 
as a memento. Next day, the knife was seen in the 
possession of a cooly on a coffee estate, and it transpired 
that the Mannan had sold it to him for three rupees, 
instead of keeping it as an heirloom. A remarkable 
trait in the character of the Mannans is the readiness 
with which they fraternise with Europeans. Most of 
the other tribes approach with re uctance, which requires 
considerable diplomacy to overcome. Not so the Man­
nan. He willingly initiates a tyro and a stranger into 
the mysteries 'Of the chase. Though their language 
is Tamil, and the only communication they hold wi\h 
the low country is on the Madura side, they have this 
custom in common with the Malayalis, that the chieftain­
ship of their villages goes to the nephew, and not to the 
son. One does not expect to find heroic actions among 
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these simple people. But how could one describe 
the following incident? Iann - , v Ikin 'i 'ith hi 
son, a lad about twelve year Id, c mudd nly upon a 
rogue elephant. H is fir tact wa t plac IIi on in a 
position of safety by lifting him up till h could r ach the 
branch of a tree, and only then he b an t think of him­
self. But it was too late. The I ph nt charged down 
upon him, and in a few sec nd. he was < shapele sma s." 

Mannan (Washerman c t ).- c \ nnan and 
Velan. 

Mannedora (I rd of th hi11s).- titl as ume by 
Konda Dora. Manne ulta 1 i a title of th 1aha-
raja of Travanc rand th Raj of iziana ram. Th 
Konda Doras also st Ie thems Iv Mannelu, r thos 
of the hills. 

Mannepu-vandlu.- aid * t b th n me derived 
from mannemu highland, for Malas in parts of the 
Godavari district. 

Mannu (earth).- A sub-divi ion of Oddes, who are 
earth-workers. Manti, which has also be n returned 
by them at time of census, ha a similar significance 
(earthen). Man Udaiyan occurs as a synonym of Kusa­
van, and Manal (sand) as an exogamous sept f Kap­
piliyan. Man Kavarai is recorded in the alem Manual 
as the name of a class of salt makers from salt-earth. 

Mantalayi.-Recorded, in the Travancore Census 
Report, I901, as a sub-division of N ayar. 

Mappilla.-The Mappillas, or Moplahs, are defined 
in the Census Report, 1871, as the hybrid Mahomedan 
race of the western coast, who e numbers are constantly 
being added to by conversion of the slave castes 
of Malabar. In 1881, the Census Superintendent wrote 

• Rev. J. \.:ai:J. Ind. Ant., VIII, 1879. 
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that 1/ among some of them there may be a strain of 
Arab blood from some early generation, but the mothers 
throughout have been Dravidian, and the class has been 
maintained in number by wholesale adult conversion." 
Concerning the origin of th~ Mappillas, Mr. Lewis 
Moore states "" that 1/ originally the descendants of Arab 
traders by the women of the countly, they now form a 
powerful community. There appears to have been a 

I 

large influx of Arab settlers into Malabar in the ninth 
century A.D. and the numbers have been constantly 
increased by proselytism. The Mappillas came promi­
nently forward at the time of the Portuguese invasion at 
the end of the fifteenth century A.D." "The Muham­
madan Arabs," Dr. Burnell writes, t I I appear to have 
settled first in Malabar about the beginning of the ninth 
century; there were heathen Arabs there long before 
that in consequence of the immense trade conducted by 
the Sabeans with India." II There are," Mr. B. Govinda 
Nambiar writes,~ II many accounts extant in Malabar 
concerning the introduction of the faith of Islam into this 
district. Tradition says that, in the ninth century of the 
Christian era, a party of Moslem pilgrims, on their way 
to a sacred shrine in Ceylon, chanced to visit the capital 
of the Peru mal or king of Malabar, that they were most 
hospitably entertained by that prince, and that he, 
becoming a convert to their faith, 8Ubsequently accom­
panied them to Arabia (where he died). It is further 
stated that the Perumal, becoming anxious of estab­
lishing his new faith in Malabar, with suitable places 
ot worship, sent his followers with letters to all the 
chieftains whom he had appointed in his stead, requiring 

• Malabar Law and Custom. 3rd ed., 1905. 
t Elements of South Indian Palzopphy. 
: Madras Review, 18g6. 
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them to give land for m sques, and to endow them. The 
PerumaI's instruction wer carried out, nd nine m sques 
were founded and endowed in arious parts of Mal bar. 
Whatever truth there may b in the c.. unts, it is 
certain th t, at ery early p riod, th rab had set-
tled for commercial purpo es on the Mal bar cast, had 
contracted alliances with the women of the c untry, and 
that the mixed race thu formed had be un t b known 
as the Mappilla. The Mappilla h d, in the days of 
the Zamorin, played an import nt p rt in th political 
history f Malab rand h in con equenc btained 
many valuable privileges. Wh n V sco da Gama visited 
Calicut during th do ing y ars r the fifte nth century, 
we find their influenc at court p werful that the 
Portuguese could not obtain a commerci I f, ting there. 
The numerical tr n h of the Mappillas wa greatly 
increa ed by forcible conversi ns during th period 
when Tippu ultan held sway over Malabar." [At the 
installation of th Zamorin, some Mappilla f. milies at 
Calicut have certain privileges; nd a Mappilla w man, 
belonging to a c rtain family, presents the Zamorin with 
betel nuts near the Kallai bridge, on his r turn from a 
procession through the town.] According t ne version 
of the story of the Perumal, Cheraman Perumal dreamt 
that the full moon appeared at M cca on the night of 
the new moon, and that, when on the meridian, it split 
into two, one half remaining in the air, and the other 
half descending to the foot of a hill called Abu Kubais, 
where the two halves joined together. Shortly after­
wards, a party of pilgrims, on their way to the foot-print 
shrine at Adam's peak in Ceylon, landed in CheramID 
Peru mal's capital at Kodungallur, and reported that by 
the same miracle, Muhammad had converted a number 
of unbelievers to his religion. 
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The cephalic index of the Mappillas is lower than 
that of the oth M ubammadan classes in South India 
which I have examined. ~nd this may probably be 
explained by their admixture with dolichocephalic 
Dravidians. The figures are as follows :-

Number Cephalic 
examined . index. 

MappilJa ... 40 72 '8 
Sheik Muhammadan 

I 
40 75 '6 

aiyad 
" 40 75'6 

Daira " So 75'6 
Path an " 40 76'2 

From the measurement of a very few Mappillas, 
members of the Hyderabad Contingent, and Marathas, 
who went to England for the Coronation in 1902, Mr. J. 
Gray arrived at the conclusion that 1/ the people on the 
west coast and in the centre of the Deccan, namely the 
Moplas, Maharattas, and Hyderabad Contingent, differ 
considerably from the Tamils of the east coast. Their 
heads are considerably shorter. This points to admix­
ture of the Dravidians with some ' Mongolian element. 
There is a tradition that the Moplas are descended from 
Arab traders, but the measurements indicate that the 
immigrants were Turkish, or of some other Mongolian 
element, probably from Persia or Baluchistan." * 

The cephalic indices, as recorded by Mr. Gray, 
were:-

Number Cephalic 
examined. index. 

Tamils 6 75'4 
MQplas 6 77'5 
Hyderabad Contingent 6 75 
Maharattas ... 7 79 

The number of individuals examined IS, however, 
too small for the purpose of generalisation. 

• Man, 1903. 
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I n the Census Report, 189 t I it noted that some 
Mappil1as ha e returned ,. Putiya Is m," meaning new 
converts to Islam. The e mostly onverts from the 
1\1 ukkuvan or fisherman c t and this process of 
,conversion is still going on. Most f the fishermen of 
Tamir, where there is an important fish-curing yard, are 
Mukkuvan converts. They are sl ck and well- nourished, 
and, to judge from the swarm of childr n wh followed 
me during my inspection of the yard, minently fertile. 
One of them, indeed was polygynous to the extent of 
seven wives, each of whom had pres nted him with 
seven sons, not t mention alar e consignment of 
daughters. On the east coast the occurrence of twins 
is attributed by the fishermen 'to the stimulating 
properties of fish diet. In Malabar, great virtue is 
attributed to the sardine or nalla mathi (good fish, 
Clt/,pea /(mg£cep ), a an article of dietary. 

II Conversion to Muhammadanism," Mr. Logan 
writes, * II has had a marked effect in freeing the slave 
caste in Malabar from their former burthens. By 
conversion a Cheruman obtains a distinct rise in the 
social scale, and, if he is in consequence bullied or 
beaten, the influence of the whole Muhammadan 
community comes to his aid." The same rapplies to 
the Nayadis, of whom some have escaped from 
their degraded position by conversion to Islam. In 
the scale of poll uti on, the N ayadi holds the lowest 
place, and consequently labours under the greatest 
disadvantage, which is removed with his change of 
religion. 

As regards the origin and significance of the word 
Mappilla, according to Mr. Lewis Moore, it means, 

• Manual of' Malabar. 
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I( (I) a bridegroom or son-in-law; (2) the name given . 
Muhammadan, Christian, or Jewish colonists in Malabar, 
who have intermarried itp. the natives of the country. 
The name is now confined to uhammadans." It is 
noted by Mr. Nelson * that "the Kallans alone of all the 
castes of Madura call the Muhammadans Mappilleis, or 
bridegrooms." In criticising this statement, Yule and 
Burnell t state that "Nelson interprets the word as 
bridegroom. It should, however, rather be son-in-law. 
The husband of the existing Princess of Tanjore is 
habitually styled by the natives Mappillai Sahib, as the 
son-in-law of the late Raja." "Some," Mr. Padmanabha 
Menon writes, + "think that the word Melppila is a 
contracted form of mahel (great) and pilla (child), an 
honorary title as among Nairs in Travancore (pilla 
or pillay). Mr. Logan surmises that maha pilla was 
probably a title of honour conferred on the early 
Muhammadans, or possibly on the still earlier Christian 
immigrants, who are also down to the present day called 
Mappilas. The Muhammadans generally go by the 
name of J onaga Melppilas. J onaka is believed to stand 
for Yavanaka, i.e., Greek I" § [In the Gazetteer of the 
Tanjore district, Yavana is recorded as meaning Ionia.] 
It is, indeeu, remarkable that in the Payyanorepat, 
perhaps the earliest Malayalam poem extant, some of 
the sailors mentioned in it are called Chonavans. (The 
Jews are known as Juda Mappila.) Dr. Day derives 
the word Mapilla from Mel (mother) and pilla (child). 
(Wilson gives Mapilla, mother's son, as being sprung 
rrom the intercourse of foreign colonists, who were 
persons unknown, with Malabar women.] Duncan says 

Muual or the Madura district. t Hobaon.Jobeon. * lad. AnL, XXXI, 1902. 
I C/. Javu, Gcncaia X. a; laiab, LXVI, 19; Elckiel, XXVII, 130 190 
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t a Qazi derived the name from Ma (mother) and pilla 
a (puppy) a a term of reproach' Maclean, in the 
Asiatic Researches considered that the w rd came from 
maha or mohai {mocha and pilla (child), and therefore 
translated it into children or nati es (perhaps outcasts) 
of Mohai or Mocha. A more likel , and perhaps more 
correct derivation i gi en by Mr. Percy adgcr in a 
note to his edition of the Var ema. " I am inclined to 
think," he says, " that the name is ith r a corruption of 
the Arabic muflih (from the r ot fallah, t till th soil), 
meaning pro p rou o· victorious, in which sense it 
would apply to th successful esta.blishment f those 
foreign Mussalmans on the western coast of India; or 
that it is a similar corruption of maRih (the activ parti­
cipial form of the same verb), an agriculturi t- a still 
more appropriate designation of Moplahs, who, accord­
ing to Buchanan, ar both traders and farmers. In 
the latter sense, the term, though not usually so applied 
among the Arabs, would be ident'cal with fella'h." By 
Mr. C. P. Brown the conviction was expressed that 
Mappilla is a Tamil mispronunciation of the Arabic 
mu'abbar, from over the water. 

II The chief characteristic of the Mappillas," Mr. 
Govinda N ambiar writes, "as of all M ussalmans, is enthu­
siasm for religious practices. They arc either Sunnis or 
Shiahs. The Sunnis are the followers of the Po nnA.n i 
Tangal, the chief priest of the orthodox party, while the 
Shiahs acknowledge the Kondotti Tangal as their religious 
head. There are always religious disputes between these 
sects, and the criminal courts are not seldom called in to 
settle them," In an account of the Mappillas,. Mr. 
P. Kunjain, a Mappilla Government official (the first 

• .(ala"_r Quart: Review, 1903. 
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Mappilla Deputy Collector), states that" there sre a few 
Moplahs in the Ernad and Waluwanad taluks who are 
the followers of the Kondotti Tangal, and are, therefore, 
believed to be heretics (Shias). The number of these is 
dwindling. The reason why they are believed to be 
heretics, and as such outcasted is that they are enjoined 
by their preceptor ~ Tangal) to prostrate before him. 
Prostration (sujud), a~cording to strict doctrines, is due 
to God alone." At Mu1liakurichi in the Walluwanad 
taluk there are two mosques. One, the Pazhaya Palli, 
or old mosque, belongs to, or is regarded as belonging 
to the Kondotti sect of Mappillas. The other is called 
Puthan Palli, or new mosque. This mosque is asserted 
by the Pnnnani sect of Mappillas to have been erected 
for their exclusive use. The Kondotti sect, on the other 
hand, claim that it was erected by them, as the old 
mosque was not large enough for the growing congre­
gation. They do not claim exclusive use of the new 
mosque, but a right to worship there, just like any other 
Muhammadan. The Ponnani sect, however, claim a 
right to exclude the Kondotti people from the new 
mosque altogether. In September, 1901, there was a 
riot at the mosque between members of the rival sects. 
The Mappi1l.as have a college at Ponnani, the chief seat 
of their religious organisation, where men are trained 
in religious offices. This institution, called the Jam­
mat mosque, was, it is said, founded in the twelfth or 
thirteenth century A. D. by an Arab divine for the pur­
pose of imparting religious instruction to youths of the 
Muhammadan community. The head of the institution 
selects the ablest and most diligent from among the 
students, and confers on him the title of Musaliar. He 
is then appointed to preach in mosques, and to explain 
the meaning of the Koran and other sacred writings. 
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There are other religious offices, as those of the Kizi. 
Katib, and Mulla. The hi hest persona s of divinity 
among them are knm n as Tangals. In the middle 
of the last century there was a very influ ntial Tangal 
(Mambram Tangal) who wa su pected of fom nting 
outbreaks, and who confeqed hi blessing on the murder­
ous projects of hi disciples. Of h' it i stat d th t he 
was regarded as imbued with a portion of divinity, and 
that the Mappillas swore by hi foot as th ir most solemn 
oath. Earth on which he had spat r walked was 
treasured up, and his blessin wa SUpf mely prized. 
Even among the higher class of Mappill s, hi wi h was 
regarded as a command. 

Mr. A. R. Loftu -Tottenham informs me that" it 
is quite common now for 1appillas t invok Mambram 
Tangal when in difficulti s. I have hard a little 
Mappilla, who was frightened at my appearance, and 
ran away across a field callin out I Mambr' m Tangal, 
Mambram Tangal. ' The Tangal, who had to b induced 
to leave Malabar, went off to Constantin pie, and gained 
great influence with the Sultan." 

In 1822 it was recorded " by Mr. Baber, in a cir­
cuit report, that the Tarramal and Condotty Tangals 
1/ pretend to an extraordinary sanctity, and such is the 
character they have established, that the people believe 
it is in their power to carry them harmless through the 
most hazardous ndertakings, and even to absolve them 
of the most atrocious crimes. To propitiate them, their 
votaries are lavish in their presents, and there are no 
description of delinquents who do not find an asylum in 
the m~ques wherein these Tangals take up their abode, 
whether pursued by the Police, or by their own evil 

• VUh CorreapcDdcnce 00 Moplab Outrages. 1!49-53. 
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consciences." There is a legend current on tht va­
rathi island of the Laccadives that a Tangal or that 
island once cursed the crows for dropping their excre­
ment on his person, and now there is not a crow on 
the island. On another occasion, hearing the cries of 
a woman in labour, the Tangal prayed to God that the 
women of the island might suffer from no such pains 
in future. So strong is the belief in . the immunity 
from the pangs of child-birth which was thus obtained, 
that the women of the neighbouring islands go over 
to Kavarathi for delivery, in order to have an easy 
confinement. * 

In connection with Mappilla superstition, Mr. 
Tottenham writes as follows. ,. A beggar died (prob­
ably of starvation) by the roadside in Walluvanad taluk. 
When alive, no one worried about him. But, after 
he died, it was said that celestial voices had been heard 
uttering the call to prayer at the spot. The Mappillas 
decided that he was a very holy man, whom they had not 
fed during his life, and who should be canonised after 
death. A little tomb was erected, and a light may be seen 
burning there at night. Small banners are deposited by 
the faithful, who go in numbers to the place, and there is, 
I think, a money-box to receive their contributions." 
Mf. Tottenham writes further that .. the holy place at 
Malappuram is the tomb of the Sayyids (saints or 
martyrs) who were killed in a battle by a local military 
chieftain. These Sayyids are invoked. At Kondotti 
there is a very pretentious, and rather picturesque 
tomb-a square building of gneiss surmounted by a cupola 
-to one of the Tangals. Near it is a small tank full of 
more or less tame fish. It is one of the sights of the 

• Madru Census Report, 11191. 
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l? eo.. so see them fed. At the great festival called neer­
eha (vow), the Mappilla go in proce sion, headed by 
banners, elephants (if th y pos e th m), and music, and 
carrying offerings to the head-quart rs ( 1alappuram 
and Kondotti are the principal on s) of orne Tangal, 
where they deposit the bann rs, I think at the tomb 
of the local saint, and pr s nt the off, ring to the 
Tangal. At Malappuram, an n rmoll cro'i d of t n to 
twenty thousand assembl s, and th r is a r at tamasha 
(popular excit ment). You will som time s a man 
with his hair uncut, i.e., he d not cut it till he has 
fulfilled the vow." 

There is a tradition that, some centud s ago, one 
Sheik Mahomed Tangal died. ne ni ht, some Map­
pillas dreamt that his grave, which wa n ar the reefs, 
was in danger of being washed away, and that th y should 
remove the body to a safe place. They accordingly 
opened the grav , and found the body quit fr sh, with 
no sign of decomposition. Th remains w r piously 
re-interred in another plac, and a mosque, known 
as heikkinde PalJi, built. The Mappillas of Calicut 
celebrate annually, on the 15th day f Rajub, the anniver­
sary of the death of Sheik Mahomed Tangal, the date 
of which was made known through in piration by an 
ancestor of the Mambram Tanga!. The ancestOr also 
presented the Mullah of the mosque with a head-dress, 
which is still worn by successive Mullahs on the occa­
sion of the anniversary festival. " The festival goes by 
the name of Appani (trade in bread). A feature ofthe 
celebration is that every Mop ah household prepares a 
supply of rice cakes, which are sent to the mosque to be 
distributed among the thousands of beggars who gather 
for the occasion. A very brisk trade is also carried on 
in these rice takes, which are largely bought by the 

IV- 0 
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charitable for distribution among the poor. On the day 
of the anniversary, as well as on the day following, 
prayers are offered up to the souls of the departed. 
According to a legend, the pious Sheik, during his 
travels in foreign lands, arrived at Achin disguised as a 
fakir. One day, some servants of the local Sultan came 
to him, recognising in him a holy man, and begged his 
help in a serious difficulty. Their Sultan, they said, had 
a favourite parrot which used to be kept in a golden cage, 
and, the door of this cage having been inadvertently left 
open, the parrot had escaped. On hearing of the loss of 
his favourite bird, the Sultan had threatened his minis­
ters and servants with dire punishment, if they failed 
to recover the bird. Sheik Mahomed Koya directed the 
servants to place the cage in the branches of a neigh­
bouring tree, assuring them that the parrot would come 
and enter his cage. aying this, the holy man departed. 
The servants did as he had bidden them, and bad tb.e 
gratification of seeing the bird fly into the cage, and of 
recovering and conveying it to their master. The Sultan 
asked the bird why it went away when it had a beautiful 
golden cage to Ii e in, and a never failing supply of 
dainty food to subsist upon. The parrot replied that 
the beautiful cage and the dainty food were not to 
be compared with the delights of a free and unfettered 
life spen under the foliage of feathery bamboos, 
swayed by gentle breezes. The Sultan then asked the 
bird why it had come back, and the bird made answer 
that, while it was disporting itself with others of 
its species in a clump of bamboos, a stifling heat 
arose, which it feared would burn its wings, but, as 
it noticed that on one side of the clump the atmo-

h was cool, it flew to that spot to take shelter on 
a tree. Seeing the cage amidst the branches, it entered, 
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and was thus recaptured and brou ht back. The 
Sultan afterwards discovered that it w s th fakir ho 
had thus miraculously brought about th r co ry of 
his bird, and further that the fakir wa non other than 
the saintly heik Mahomed 0 a Tan al. \Vhen the 
news of the Tangal's death was sub quently r cci d, the 
Sultan ordered that the anniver ary of th day h uld be 
celebrated in hi dominion, and the Mop) hs of Calicut 
believe that the faithful in Achin j in with them every 
year in doing honour to the memory of th ir d p rted 
worthy. '. 

I t is recorded, in the Annu I eport of the Basel 
Medical Mis ion, Calicut, 1907, that it chol r and small­
pox w r ra<Ying t rribly in the month f August an 
September. I tis r gr ttable that the p pI, during such 
epidemics, do not resort to hospital medicine , but ascribe 
them t;o the devil's scour e. Esp cially th ignol'ant and 
superstitious Moplahs b Ii v that chol ra i due to 
demoniac possession, and can only be cured by xorcism. 
An account of how this is don may b int I' sting. A 
Thangal (Moplah priest) is brou ht in procession, with 
much shouting and drumming, to the h use to driv out 
the cholera devil. The Thangal ent rs the hous ,where 
three cholera patients are lying; two f these already 
in a collapsed condition. The wonder-working priest 
refuses to do anything with thes advanced cases, as they 
seem to be hopeless, The other patient, who is in the 
early stage of the disease, is addressed as follows. I Who 
are you? '_I I am the cholera devil'. I Where do you 
come from? '_, From such and such a place'. • Will you 
clt".at out at once or not? '-' No, I won't', I Why? '­
I Because I want something to quench my thirst '. • You 

• Madru Mall, 1908. 
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want blood? '-' Yes'. Then the Thangal asks his 
followers and relatives to give him what he asks. A 
young bull is brought into the room and killed on the 
spot, and the patient is made to drink the warm blood. 
Then the Thangal commands him to leave the place at 
once. The patient, weak and exhausted, gathers up all 
his strength, and runs out of the house, aided by a cane 
which is freely applied to his back. He runs as far as 
he can, and drops exhausted on the road. Then he is 
carried back, and, marvellous to say, he makes a good 
recovery." 

(I The most important institution," Mr. A. S. Vaidya­
natha Aiyar writes, * "among the Mappilas of Malabar 
i~ the office of th Mahadun (Makhdum) at Ponnani, 
which dates its origin about four centuries ago, the 

sent Mahadun being the twenty-fifth of his line. 
[The lin of the origiI\al Makhdum endecl with the 
eighteenth, and the. pres~nt TYIakhdum and~ lll~ .iix 
immediAte predecessors b on to a different line.] In 
the Mahadun there was a sec of religious bead for the 
Mappilas from Kodangalur to Mangalore. His office 
was, and is still held in the greatest veneration. His 
decrees were believed to be infallible. (H is decrees are 
accepted as final.) The Zamorins recognised the Maha­
dunship, as is seen from the presentation 0 the office 

5S at every succession. In the famous Jamath 
mosque they (the Mahaduns) have been giving instruc­
tion in Koran ver since they established themselves 
at Ponnani. Students come here from different parts 
of the country. After a certain standard of efficiency. 
the degree of Musaliar is conferred upon the de~erving 

ullas (their name in their undergraduate cour' 

• Malabar Quart Review, 1906. 
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This ceremony consists simply in the sanction given by 
the Mahadun to read at the big lamp in the mosque, 
where he sometimes gives the instruction personally. 
The ceremony' known as vilakkath irikka (to sit by the 
lamp). When t)le de ree of Musaliar is conferred, this 
sacred lamp is lit, and the Mahadun is pre ent with a 
number of Musaliars. These Musaliars are distributed 
through the length and breadth of the land. They 
act as interpreters of the Koran, and are often appointed 
in charge of the mosques. When I visited the Jamath, 
there were about three hl ndred tud nts. There is no 
regular staff of teachers. StJdents are told off into 
sections under the management of some senior students. 
The students are confined to the mosque for their lodg­
ings, while most of them njoy free boarding from some 
generous Map illa or other." 

I am informed by. Mr. KlUljain that II M ulla ordinarily 
m~ ns a 'man who follows to, profession of t~aching 
th Koran to children, rea ing it. and performing petty 
religious c emoni s for others, and lives on the scanty 
perquisites derived therefrom. The man in charge of 
a mosque, and who performs all petty offices therein, is 
also called a Mulla.· This name is, however, peculiar to 
South Malabar. At Quilandi and around it the teacher 
of the Ko~n is called M uallimy, at Badagara Moili 
(Musaliar), at Kottayam Seedi, at Cannanore Kalfa, and 
north of it Mukri. The man in charge of a mosque is 
also called Mukir in North Malabar, while in South 
Malabar Mukir is applied to the man who digs graves, 
lights lamps, and supplies water to the mosque." 

The mosques of the MappiIlas are quite unlike those 
o any other Muhammadans. /I Here," Mr. Fa t 

• When not offici"H.)' attached to a mosque, the Mulla is said to be aal1t4 
Jiittll (countf)') Mulla. 
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writes,'*' "one sees no minarets. The temple architec­
ture of Malabar was noticed by Mr. Fergusson to be like 
that of N epa~: nothing like it exist~ between the two 
places. And the Mappilla mosque is much in the style 
of the Hindu temple, even to the adoption of the turret­
like edifice which, among Hindus, is here peculiar to the 
temples of Siva. The general use nowadays of 
German mission-'made tiles is bringing about, alas! a 
metamorphosis in the architecture of Hindu temples 
and Mappilla mosques, the picturesqueness disappear­
ing altogether, and in a few years it may be difficult 
to find one of tJ1e old style. The mosque, though 
it may b little better than a hovel, is always as grand 
as the community can make it, and once built it can 
never be removed, for the site is sacred ever after­
wards. Every Mappilla would shed his blood, rather 
than suffer any indignity to a mosque." The mosques 
often onsist of 'f several stories, having two or more 
roofs, one or more of the upper stories being usually 
built of wood, the sides sloping inwards at the bottom. 
The roof is pent and tiled. There is a gable end at 
one (the eastern) extremity, the timber on this being 
often elaborately carved." 

One section of Mappillas at Calicut is known as " Clap 
the hand" (Keikottakar) in contradistinction to another 
section, which may not clap hands (Keikottattakar). On 
the occasion of wedding and other ceremonies, the 
former enjoy the privilege of clapping their hands as an 
accompaniment to the processional music, while the 
latter are not permitted to do so.t It is said that 
at one time the differences of opinion between the 
two sections ran so high that the question was referred 

• IDd. Ant., XXX, 1901. t P. v. RamIllUli.1M. cU. 



471 MApPILLA 

for decision to the highest ecclesiastical authorities at 
Mecca. 

The Mappillas ob erve the Ramazan, Bakrid, and 
Haj. " They only ob rve the ninth and t nth days of 
1\1 uharam, and keep them as a fast; th y do not make 
taboots. • common r ligiou observance i the celebra­
tion of v hat i called a rna ulad r maulad. A maulad 
is a tract or short treatise in Arabic c I bratin the 
birth, li~ , works and sayin s of the prophet, or some saint 
such as haik Mo iuddin, Ie enth d scendant of the 
prophet, expounder of he Koran, and worker of miracles, 
or the Mambram Tangal, father of a id Fasl. For the 
ceremony a M ulla is called in to read the bo k, parts of 
which are in verse, and th con re tion is r quired to 
make re ponses, and join in the . inging. The c remony, 
which usually takes place in th vening, concludes 
with r is preceded by a f, a t, to which th fri nds and 
relations are invited. Those who can afford it should 
perf, rm a maulad in honour of haik Mohiuddin on 
the eleventh of every month, and one in honour of 
the prophet on the twelfth. A maulad should also 
be performed on the third day after death. It is also 
a common practice to celebrate a maulad before any 
important undertaking on which it is desired to invoke 
a blessing, or in fulfilment of some vows; hence the 
custom of maulads preceding outbreaks."t 

For a detailed account of the fanatical t outbreaks 
in the Mappilla community, which have long disturbed 
the peace of Malabar from time to time, I must refer the 

• The taboot is " a kind of shrine, or model of a Mahomedan mausoleum, of 
Ibm.y material, intended to represent the tomb of Husain at Kelbela, which i. 
carried in procession during the Mohurram." Yule and Burnell, 1I0baon.JpbloD. 

t Guetteer of the ialabar district. 
i F~atical (faDIIm, a temple). POSBeased by a deity or devil, frantic, mad, 

farioaL Muray. • ew EDglish Dictionary. 



!WI.ranls the end of the seventeenth century, 
~"UlI.S massacred the chief of Anjengo, d all the 

gentlemen belonging to the settlement, when on 
visit to the Queen of Altinga.t In 1841, seveo 
Mlppillas killed two Hindus, and took post in a 
setting the police at defiance. They, and some 

co-religionists who had joined them, were shot 
a party of sepoys. In the same month, some 

r:BilOiusarlrl Mappillas set at defiance a police guard 
_ny, ... the spot where the above criminals had been 

and forcibly carried off their bodies, to inter 
honours in a mosque. 

·w ich occurred in 1843, was celebrated 
~,f;:..;."i."fY ballad.§ A series of Mappilla war-songs 

published by Mr. Fawcett.1I In October, 
peon (orderly) was found with his head and 
but cut off, and the perpetrators were sup~sed 

l1l:I .. ,·11.... .. _ Mappilla fanatics of the sect known as H 
frenzy raising), concerning hich the follo • 

given in an official report, 1843. "I. 
Metam last year, one AlathamkuliyiI oidtn 

o the fields before daybreak to water 
re he sa a certain person, who afi, .... _,.,. 

up all his ork, and devote his 





the mosque. 
ould have nothing to live upon. 

'above-mentioned person told him that a paJot 
grew in his (Moidin's) compound, would 

sufficient toddy, which he could convert into jaJ,.'I111 
(crude sugar), and thus maintain himself. fter sa'rmltt.,~ 
this, the person disappeared. Moidin thought 
person he saw was God him 'elf, and felt f 
He then went to Taramal Tangal, and 
and niskaram (erie and prayers). Aft r two or 
days, he complained to the Tangal that KAfirs (a 
applied by Muhammadans to p pIe of other 
were making fun of him. The Tan al told him that 
course adopted by him was the ri ht one, and, 
I Let it be as I have said,' gave hi a spear to be tvv .... "'". 

as an emblem, and assured him that nobody would mock 
him in future. ubsequently s al Mappillas, attl~lllUl 
hAl ilakkam, played all sorts of pran , and 
about with canes in their hands, bout going 
homes or attending to their work. After seve I days, 
some of them, who had no means of maintaining them­
selves unless they attended to their work, returned to 
their r er course of 'fe, while others, with canes a 
ErnAd knives (war knives) in their hands, wandered 
about in companies of five, six, eight, or ten men, and. 
congregating in places not much frequented by Hindus, 
carried on their dikkar and niskaram. The MappiIlas 
in general look upon this as a religi~us vow, and provide 
these people with food. I hear of the MAppillas talking 
among themselves that one or two of the ancestors of 

Tangal died fighting, that, the present man 
,..,ina advanced in age, it is time for him to follow the 
r __ i»ll.qe. and that the above-mentioned men att4~t4~.1III 

when their Dumber swells to 
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hundred, wiIl engage, in a fight with Kafirs, and die in 
company with the Tangal. One of these men (who are 
known as Halar), by name Avarumayan, two months ago 
collected a number of his countrymen, and sacrificed a 
bull, and, for preparing meals for these men, placed a 
cw>~r vessel with water on the hearth, and said that 
rice would appear of it elf In the vessel. He waited for 
some time. There was no rice to be seen. Those who 
had assembled there eat beef alone, and dispersed. 
Some people made fun of Avarumayan for this. He 
felt ashamed, and went to Taramal Tangal, with whom 
he stayed two or three days. He then went to the 
mosque at Mam bram, and, on attempting to fiy through 
the air into he mosque on the southern side of the river 
at Tirurangadi, fell down through the opening of the 
door, and became lame of one leg, in which state he is 
reportt!d to be still lyin. While the Halar of M unniyur 
desam were performing nisk~ram one day at the tomb 
of Chemban Pokar Muppan, a rebel, they declared that 
in the course of a week a mosque would spring up at 
night, and that there would be complete darkness for 
two full days. Mappillas waited in anxious expectation 
of the phenomenon for seven or eight days and nights. 
There was, however, neither darkness nor mosque to be 
seen. Again, in the month of Karkigadam last, some 
of the influential Mappillas led their ignorant Hindu 
neighbours to believe that a ship would arrive with the 
necessary arms, provisions, and money for forty thousand 
men; and that, if that number could be secured mean­
while, they could conquer the country, and that the 
Hindus would then totally vanish. It appears that it was 
about this time that some Tiyyar (toddy-drawers) and 
others became converts. None of the predictions having 
been realised, Mappillas, as well as others, have begun to 
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make fun of the Halar, who, havin taken offence at this, 
are bent upon putting an end to themselves by engaging 
in a fight." 

Since the outbreak near Manjeri in I 49, when two 
companies of sepoys were routed after firing a few shots, 
European troops have always been engaged again the 
Mappillas. On the occasion of that outbreak, one of tht: 
Mappillas had his thigh broken in the enga ement. 
He remained in all the agony of a wound un tended 
to for seven days, and was further tortured by being 
carried in a rough litter from the Manjeri to the 
Angadipuram temple. Yet, at the time of a further fight, 
he was hopping to the encounter on his sound leg, nd 
only anxious to get a fair blow at the infidels before 
he died. It is recorded that, on ne occasion, when a 
detachment of sepoys was thrown into di order by a 
fierce rush of d th-devoted Ma pillas, the drummer of 
the company distinguish d himself by bonneting an 
assailant with his drum, thereby putting the Mappilla's 
head into a kind of straight jacket, and saving his own 
life.- In 1852 Mr. trange was appointed Special Com­
missioner to enquire into the causes of, and suggest 
remedies for, the M!ppilla disturbances. In his report 
he stated, inter aNa, that" a feature that has been mani­
festly common to the whole of these affairs is that they 
have been, one and all, marked by the most decided 
fanaticism, and this, there can be no doubt, has fur­
nished the true incentive to them. The Mappillas of 
the interior were always lawless, even in the time of 
Tippu, were steeped in ignorance, and were, on these 
accounts, more than ordinarily susceptible to the teach­
ing of ambitious and fanatical priests using the recognised 

• General Burlon. An Indian Olio. 



MApPILLA 

precepts of the Koran as handles for the sanction to 
rise and slay Kafirs, who opposed ' the faithful, chiefly 
in the pursuit of agriculture. The Hindus, in the parts 
where outbreaks have been most frequent, stand in such 
fear of the Mappillas as mostly not to dare to press for 
their rights against them, and there is many a Map­
pilla tenant who does not pay his rent, and cannot, 
so imminent are the risks, be evicted." Mr. Strange 
stated further that "the most perverted ideas on the 
doctrine of martyrdom, according to the Koran, univer­
sally prevail, and are fostered among the lower classes of 
the Mappillas. The late enquiries have shown that 
there is a notion prevalent among the lower orders that, 
according to the M ussalman religion, the fact of a janmi 
or landlord having in due course of law ejected from his 
lands a mortgagee or other substantial tenant, is a suffi­
cient pretext to murder him, become sahid (saint), and 
so ensure the pleasures of the Muhammadan paradise. 
It is well known that the favourite text of the banished 
Arab priest or Tangal, in his Friday orations at the 
mosque in Tirurangadi, was ' It is no sin, but a merit, 
to kill a janmi who evicts.' '' Mr. Strange proposed 
the organisation of a special police force exclusively 
composed of H indus, and that restrictions should be put 
on the erection of mosques. N ither of these proposals 
was approved by Government. But a policy of repres­
sion set in with the passing of Acts XXII and XXIV of 
1854. The former authorised the local authorities to 
escheat the property of those guilty of fanatical rising, 
to fine the locality where outrages had occurred, and to 
deport suspicious persons out of the country. The latter 
rendered illegal the possession of the Mappilla war-knife. 
Mr. Conolly, the District Magistrate, proceeded, in 
December, 1854, on a tour, to collect the war-knives 
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through the heart of the Mappilla country. In the 
following year, when he was sitting in his verandah, a 
body of fanatics, who had recently e caped from the 
CaIicut jail, rushed in, and hacked him to pieces in his 
wife's presence. fie had quite recently received a letter 
from Lord Dalhousie, congratulatin him on his appoint­
ment as a member of the Governor's Council at Madras. 
His widow was granted the net pr ceeds of the Mappilla 
fines, amounting to more than thirty thou and rupees. 

In an account of an outbreak in 1851, it is n ted that 
one of the fanatics was a mere child. And it was 
noticed, in connection with a more recent outbreak, that 
there were II everal boys who were barely fourteen 
years old. One was twelve; some were s venteen or 
eighteen. Some observers have said that the reason 
why boys turn fanatics is because they may thus avoid 
the discomfort, which the amzan entails. A dispensa­
tion from fasting is claimable when on the war-path. 
There are high hopes of feasts of cocoat:uts and jag­
gery, beef and boiled rice. At the end of it all there is 
Paradise with its black-ey d girls." .. 

In 1859, Act No. XX for the suppression of outrages 
in the district of Malabar was passed. 

In 1834, Government appointed Mr. Logan, the 
Head Magistrate of Malabar, to enquire into the general 
question of the tenure of land and tenant right, and the 
question of sites for mosques and burial-grounds in the 
district. Mr. Logan expressed his opinion that the 
Mappilla outrages were designed " to counteract the over­
whelming inft uence, when backed by the British courts, 
of the janmis in the exercise of the novel powers of 
ouster, and of rent-raising conferred upon them. A 

• Calcutta Review, 1897. 
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janmi who, through the courts, evicted, whether fraudu­
lently or otherwise, a substantial tenant, was deemed to 
have merited death, and it was considere<l a religious 
virtue, not a fault, to have killed such a man, and to have 
afterwards died in arms, fighting against an infidel 
Government." Mr. MacGregor, formerly Collector of 
Malabar, had, some years before, expressed himself 
as "perfectly satisfied that the Mclppilla outrages 
are agrarian. Fanaticism is merely the instrument, 
through which the terrorism of the landed classes is 
aimed at." 

In 1884 an outbreak occurred near Malappuram, and 
it was decided by Government to disarm the taluks of 
Ernad, Calicut, and Walluvanad. Notwithstanding the 
excited state of the Mappillas at the time, the delicate 
operation was successfully carried out by the district 
officers, and 17,295 arms, including 7,503 fire-arms of 
various kinds, were collected. In the following year, 
the disarming of the Ponnani taluk was accomplished. 
Of these confiscated arms, the Madras Museum possesses 
a small collection, selected from a mas of them which 
were hoarded in the Collector's office, and were about 
to be buried in the deep sea. 

In 1896 a serious outbreak occurred at Manjeri, and 
two or three notoriously objectionable landlords were 
done away with. The fanatics then took up a position, 
and awaited the arrival of the British troops. They took 
no cover, and, when advancing to attack, were mostly 
shot down at a distance of 700 to 800 yards, every man 
wounded having his throat cut by his nearest friend. 
In the outbreak of 1894, a Mappilla youth was wounded, 
but not killed. The tiding~ was conveyed to his 
mother, who merely said, with the stern majesty of the 

partan matron of old, 'I f I were a man, I would not 
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come back wounded.'11= /I Those who die fighting for 
the faith are reverenced as martyrs and saints, who can 
work miracles from the Paradise to which they have 
attained. A Mappilla woman was once benighted in a 
strange place. An infidel passed by, and, noticing her 
sorry plight, tried to take advantage of it to destroy her 
virtue. She immediately invoked the aid of one of the 
martyrs of Malappuram. A deadly s rp nt rush d out 
of a neighbouring thicket, and flew at the villain, who had 
dared to sully th chastity of a chosen d ughter. Once, 
during a rising, a Mappilla, who pr ferred to remain 
on the side of order nd Government, stood afar off, 
and watched with sorrow the dreadful si ht of his 
co-religionists bing cut down by the urop an oldiery. 

uddenly his emotions underwent a transformat' on, for 
there, through his blinding tears and the du t and smoke 
of the battle. he s w a wondrous vision. Lovely houris 
bent tenderly over fallen martyrs, bathed their wounds, 
and gave them to drink delicious sherbet and milk, and, 
with smiles that outshone the brightness of the sun, bore 
away the fallen bodies of the brave men to the realms 
beyond. The watcher dashed through the crowd, and 
cast in his lot with the happy men who were fighting 
such a noble fight. And, after he was slain, these 
things were revealed to his wife in a vision, and she was 
proud thereat. These, and similar stories, are believed 
as implicitly as the Koran is believed."t 

It is noted by Mr. Logan ~ that the custom of the 
Nayars, in accordance with which they sacrificed their 
lives for the honour of the king, <I was readily adopted 
by the Mappillas, who also at times-as at the great 
Mahamakham twelfth year feast at Tirunavayi-devoted 

• Calcutta Revie_, '897. t Ibid. l MaDlJ&l of Malabar. 
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themselves to death In the cQm.p~py of Nayars for 
the honour of the Valluvanad Raja. And probably 
the frantic fanatical rush of the Mappillas on British 
bayonets is the latest develorunent of this ancient custom 
of the Nayars." 

The fanatical outbreaks of recent times have been 
exclusively limited to the Ernad and Walluvanad taluks. 
There are quartered at the present time at Malappuram 
in the Ernad taluk a special Assistant Collector, a 
company of British troops, and a spec~al native police 
force. In 1905, Government threw open 220 scholar­
ships, on the results of the second and third standard 
examinations, to Mappilla pupils of promise in the two 
taluks mentiOned above, to enable them to prosecute 
their studies for the next higher standard in a recognised 
school connected with the Madras Educational Depart­
ment. Twenty scholarships were further offered to 
Mappillas in the special class attached to the Govern­
ment School of Commerce, Calicut, where instruction 
in commercial arithmetic, book-keeping, commercial 
practice, etc., is imparted in the Malayalam language. 
In 1904, a Mappilla Sanskrit school was founded at 
Puttiir, some of the pupils at which belong to the 
families of hereditary physicians, who were formerly 
good Sanskrit scholars. 

At a Loyalty meting of Mappillas held at Ponnani 
in 1908 under the auspices of the Mannath-ul-Islam 
Sabha, the President spoke as follows. "When the 
Moplahs are ranged on the side of order, the peace of 
the country is assured. But the Moplah is viewed with 
suspicion by the Government. He has got a had name 
as a disturber of the peace. He is liable to fits, and no 
one knows when he may run amock. From this public 

I· platform I can assure the Government as wen as the 
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public that the proper remedy has at last been applied, 
and the Moplah fits have ceased, never to return. 
What the remedy was, and who discovered it, must be 
briefly explained. Every Moplah outbreak was con­
nected with the relapse of a convert. In the heat of a 
family quarrel, in a moment of despair, a Hindu thought 
to revenge himself upon his family by becoming a con­
vert to Islam. In a few days, repentance followed, and 
he went back to his relatives. An ignorant Mullah 
made this a text for a sermon. A still more ignorant 
villager found in it an opportunity to obtain admission 
into the highest Paradise. An outbreak results. The 
apostate's throat is cut. The Moplah is shot. Deport­
ation and Punitive Police follow. The only rational 
way to put a final stop to this chronic malady was 
discovered by a Hindu gentleman. The hasty conver­
sions must be st pped. Those who seek conversion 
must be given plenty of time to consider the irrevocable 
nature of the step they were going to take. The 
Mullahs must be properly instructed. Their interpret­
ation of the Koran was wrong. There is absolutely 
nothing in our scriptures to justify murders of this 
kind, or opposition to the ruling power. The ignorant 
people had to be taught. There was no place in 
Paradise for murderers and cut-throats. Their place 
was lower down. Three things had to be done. 
Conversion had to be regulated; the Mullahs had to 
be instructed; the ignorance of the people had to be 
removed. Ponani is the religious head-quarters of the 
Moplahs of the West Coast, including Malabar, South 
Canara, and the Native States of Cochin and Travancore. 
The Jarathingal Thangal at Ponani is the High Priest 
of all the Moplahs; the Mabadoom Thangal of Ponani 
is the highest authority in all religious matters. It is 
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he that sanctifies the M usaliata. 
lam Sabba at Ponani was started under the auspices 0 

the J aratbingal Thangal and the Mahadoom Thanga1. 
Two schools were opened for the education of new 

. converts, one ' ~ boyf and tbe other for girls. Strict 
enquiries were made the statB of mind and ante-
eden of ho seek :vetr . OQ. • They are kept 
und~r observatlort 0 6Ilt>ugh, a d are admitted only 
on the distin understanding that it is a deliberate 
Y act, axyl t ey have tb ke up heir minds 
to remain. ~m~ six thot.tSal1d converts have passed 
throu ou schools since the Sabha was started. The 

usaliars are ever MIl 'fied until they are thoroughly 
groundeJ in the correct principles of our religion, and 
an assurance is obtained from the that they will never 
1!tnlMllIL rebellion. NoM usaliar will break a promise 
gi en the Thangal. The loyalty of the M usaliars and 
Mullahs is thus assured. Where there is no Musaliar 
to bless them, there is no Moplah to die as a martyr. 
The Mullahs are also taught to explain to all villagers 
that our scripture condemn opposition to the ruling 
power, and that loyalty to the Sovereign is a religiolls 
duty. We are also trying to spread education among 
the ignorant viIlag In order further to enlist the 
sympathies of the people, extensive charities have been 
organised. Sixteen branches of the Sabha have been 
opened all over South Malabar and the States of Tra­
vancore and Cochin. A very large number of domestic 
quarrels-divorce cases, parti' cases. etc.-have been 
settled by arbitration through these branch associations. 
It is an immense power for good." 

The MA.ppillas have been summed up, as regards 
ir occupations, as being traders on the coast. and 
ivators in the interior, in both of which callings they 



are very successful and prosperous. /I I n the realm of 
mdustry," it has been said, /I the ~oplalr OCcupies a 
position, which undoubtedly does him credit. Poverty 
is confined almost exclusively to certain wild; yet pic­
turesque tracts in the east 'Of la I where the race 
constitutes the prepOnderati e ement of the pop.ulatio , 
and the field and farm fumish the onty ns of"'I_JlJ"~ 
to the people. An it is just ' t~os ' areas that one 
may see at their best the rit, laboriou ess, and enter-
prise of the Mop! h. H e reclaims d forest c 
and turns them into cuJ i'vated plots nder the most 
unfavourable conditions, andJ in the cour e a (ew 
years, by hard toil and pers c , h transforms in 
profitable homesteads reg ions that were erstwhile virgin 
forest or scrubby j gle. Or he lays himself ollt to 
reclaim and plant up marshy lands lying al 'de 
rivers and lagoons, and insures them from detttuction 
by throwing up rough but serviceable dykes and dams. 
In these tracts he is also sometimes a timber merchant, 
and gets on famously by taking out permits to fell large 
trees, which he rafts down the rivers to the coast. The 
great bulk of the Moplahs in these wil regions belong 
purely to the labouring classes, and it is among these 
classes that the pinch of pover y is most keenly felt, 
particularly in the dull monsoon days, when all industry 
has to be suspended. In the towns and coast ports, the 
Moplahs are largely represented in most branches o( 
industry and toil. A good many of them are merchants, 
and get on exoeeding ell, being bolder and more 
speculative than the Hindus of the district. The bulk 
of petty traders and shop-keepers in Malabar are also 
Moplahs, and, in these callings, they may be found at 
great distances from home, in Rangoon, Ceylon, the 
Straits and elsewhere, and generally prospering. Almost 

32 
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everywhe~e in their own district they go near mono­
pblising the grocery, hardware, haberdashery, and such 
othe~ trades; and as petty bazar men they driVe! a 
profitable business on th.e good old principle of smal1 
profits and quick returns. No native hawket caters 
more re dily to Mr. homas Atkin (the British soldier) 
than the- MopIah, and, in the military stations in Malabar, 

• 
I Po~er' (a Moplah name) waxes fat and grows rich Qy 
undertaking. to supply Tommy with tea, coffe lemonade, 
tobacc<1, oirman stor , and other littl l\lxuries. " 

"Some Mappillas," Mr A. Chatterton writes,. 
II h~ve taken to leather-working, and they are considered 
to be specialis s in he making of ceruppus or leather 
shoes. In Malabar the trade in raw hides and skins is 
chiefly in the hands of Mappillas. Weekly fairs are held 
at several places, and all the available hides and skins 
are put up for sale, and are purchased by M uham­
madans." orne Mappillas bind books, and others are 
good smiths. "The small skull caps, which are the 
universal head-gear of Mappilla men and boys, are made 
in different par of Malabar, but the best are the work 
of Mappilla women at Cannanore. They are made of 
fine canvas beautifully embroidered by hand, .and fetch 
i the market between Rs. 2 and Rs. 3. "t 

The Mappillas take an active share in the fish-curing 
operations along the west coast, and the Mukkuvans, 
who are the hereditary fishermen of Malabar, are inclined 
to be jealous of them. A veteran M ukkuvan, at the time 
of my inspection of the Badagara fish-curing yard in 
1900, put the real grievance of his brethren in a nut­
shell. In old days, he stated, they used salt-earth for 
curing fishes. When the fish-curing yards were started, 

• Monopph on Tanning and Worldng in Leather, 1904. 
t Guetteer of Malabar. 



and Government salt was issued, the M ukku ns thought 
that they were going to · be heavily taxed. They 
not understand ·exactly what was going to happen, and 
were SUSpiCIOUS. The result as that they would have 
nothing- to do with the curin -yards. The use of salt­
earth was stopped on th~ estabhsh,ment of Go rnment 
salt. and some of the fi herrnen w re convitted fpr illegal 
use thereof. They thought that if th y held out, they 
would be Ilowed to use salt-earth as formerly. Mean­
while, the Mappillas, be in more wfde-awake than Nte 
Mukkuvans, took adv nta e ofth opp rtunity C I 84), 
and erected yards, whereof they ar still in posses n. 
A deputation of M ukkuvan' waited on me. Their main 
grievance was that they are h re itary fishermen, and 
formerly the Mappillas were only the purchasers of fish. 
A few years ago, the Mappillas started as fishermen 
on their own account, with small boats and thattuvala 
(tapping n ts), in using which the n ts, with strips of 
cocoanut leaves tied on to the ropes, are spread, and the 
sides of the boats beaten with ticks and staves, to drive 
the fish into the net. The noise made extends to a 
great distance, and consequently the shoals go out to 
sea, too far for the fishermen to follow in pursuit. In 
a petition, which was submitted to me by the M 
kuvan fish-curers at adagara, they asked to have the 
site of the yard changed, as they feared that their 
women would be 'unchastised' at the hands of the 
Mappillas. 

I< Small isolated attempts," Major Holland-Pryor 
writes, I< to recruit Mappillas were made by various 
regiments quartered in Malabar some years ago, but 
without success. This was probably owing to the fact 
that the trial was made on too small a scale, and that 
the system of mixed companies interfered with their 
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ann ish prbpensities. The district qfficers also pre­
dicted certain failure, on the ground that Mappillas 

ould not serve away from their own couptry. Their 
predictions, however, have proved to be false, and men 
now come forward in fair numbers fo enlistment." In 
1896, the experiment of recruiting MappiIlas for the 
25th Maaras Infantry was started, and the responsible 
task of working up the raw material was entrusted to 
Colonel Burton, with whos permission I took \neasure­
ments of his youthful warri s. As was inevitable in a 
community recruited cQnverts from various classes, 
8C;poys afforded an interesting tudy in varied-colouration, 
stature and nasal configuration. One very rk-skinned 
and platyrhine individual, indeed, had a nasal index of 
92. ater on, the sanctio of the Secretary of State 
was obtained for the ad ption of a scheme for convert­
ing the 17th and 25th regiments of the Madras Infantry 
into Mappilla corps, which were subsequently named 
the 77th and 78th Moplah Rifles. "These regiments," 
Major Holland-Pryor continues, "at present draw their 
men principally from Ernad and Valuvanad. Labourers 
from these parts are much sought after by planters and 
agents from the Kolar gold-fields, on account of their 
hardiness and fine physique. Some, however, prefer to 
enlist. The men are generally smaller than the Coast 
Mappillas, and do not show much trace of Arab blood, 
but they are hardy and courageous, and, with their 
superior stamina, make excelle~t fighting material." 
n 1905 the 78th Moplah Rifle were transferred to 

Dera Ismail Khan in the Punjab, and took part in the 
military manreuvres before H.R.H. the Prince of Wales 
at Rawalpindi. I t has been observed that "the 
Moplahs, in k green and scarlet, the only regiment 
in India which wears the wbush, are notable examples 
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of the pelicy of taming the pugnacious rac s by ~...u'I1II! 
soldiers of them, which began with the enlistment of the 
Highlander~ in the Black Watch, and continued 0 t 
disciplining of the Kachin!t in Burma. In th ner.d 
overhauling of he I ndiah Army, the fighting val 
of Moplahs has come into question, and the 78th 
R gimelYt is now at Dera Ismail Khan being measured 
against th6 crack regiment of the north." In 1907' the 
colour!i f the 17th Madras Infantry, which was formed 
at Fort t. George In I 77, and had had its name 
banged to 77th Moplah Ri es, ere, on the regiment 

ing mustered out, de osited In t. Mark's Chur 
Bangalore. 

It has been said of the MappiUas • that " their h ads 
are true cocoanuts; their high foreheads and inted 
crowns are specially noticeahl for being kept Shaven, 
and, when covered, provided with only a mall gaily 
embroidered skull-cap." 

The dress of the Mappillas is thus described in the 
Gazetteer of Malabar. II The ordinary dress of the 
men is a mundu or cloth, generally white with a P\lrple 
border, but sometimes orange or green, or plain white. 
It is tied on the left (Hindus tie it on the right), and 
kept in position by a nul or waist string, to which are 
attache one or 1110 ela (small cylinders) of gold, 
silver, or baser metal, containing texts from the Koran 
or magic yantrams. A small knife is usually worn at 
the waist. Persons of importance wear in addition a 
long flowing garmen.t.of fine cotton (a kind of burno~, 
and over this again may be worn a short waistcoat like 
jacket, though this is uncommon in South Malabar, 
and (in the case of T angals, etc.) a cloak of some rich 

f 

• General Barton. 01. nt. 
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· manuillctlUl'e suspended to it. 
scbool, the boring of th n 

I have in my posses ion 
hich were worn round the waist by a notoriQt.~~ 

pilla dacoit, who was shot by the police, 
his c:o-religionist tried to turn into a saint. 
In the Gazetteer of Malabar, that, though magic 
demned by the Koran, the Mappilla is very 
and witchcraft is not by ny means u 
Tangals pretend to cure diseases by writing 
from the Koran on a plat with ink or on 
ashes, and then giving the ink or ashes mixed _'j~lu_ 
to the patient to swallow. They also dispen 
elassus, and small flags inscribed with sacred 

hich are set up to avert 'pestilence or m sfolrt1Jme.~.~ 
Mlppilla jins and shaitans correspond 
demons, and are propitiated in much the sam 
One of their methods of witchcraft is to make a 
figure to represent the enemy, drive nails into 
vital parts, and throw it into st!a, after 
form. A belief in love philtres and ' talismans 
common and precautions against the evil 
universal. 
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the shape of a wooden representation of a human being, 
was washed ashore at Calicut. The figure is eleven 
inches in height. The arms are bent on the chest, and 
the palms of the hands are placed together as in the act 
of saluting. A square cavity, closed by a wooden lid, 
has been cut out of the middle of the abdomen, and 
contains apparently tobacco, ganja (Indian hemp), and 
hair. An iron bar has been driven from the back of the 
head through the body, and terminates in the abdominal 
cavity. A sharp cutting instrument has been driven 
into the chest and back in twelve places. 

"The Mappillas of North Malabar," Mr. Lewis 
Moore writes, «< "follow the marumakkathayam system 
of inheritance, while the Mappillas of South Malabar, 
with some few exceptions, follow the ordinary Muham­
madan law. Among those who profess to follow the 
marumakkathayam law, the practice frequently prevails 
of treating the self-acquisitions of a man as descendible 
to his wife and children under Muhammadan law. 
Among those who follow the ordinary Muhammadan 
law, it is not unusual for a father and sons to have com­
munity of pro erty, and for the property to be managed 
by the father, and, after hi death, by the eldest son. 
Mr. Logan t alludes to the adoption of the marumak­
kathayam law of inheritanc by the -ambGdri of Pay­
yanur in North Malabar, and then writes • And it is note-

orthy that the Muhammadans settled there (Mappil1as) 
have done the same thing.' Mr. Logan here assumes 
that the MappiIJas of North Malabar were Muham­
madans in religion before they adopted the marumakka­
blyam law of inheritance. There can, however, be but 

little doubt that a considerable portion, at all events, of 

• (H.RI. t Manual of Malabu. 
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these so-called MappiIlas were fol1owers of marumakka­
thayam rules and customs long before they embraced 
the faith of Islam." /1 In the case of the Mappillas .. ' 
Mr. Vaidyanatha write II it is mor than probable that 
there were more numerou con rsion from marumakka­
thayam families in the north than in the south. The 
number of makkathayam adher nts has always been small 
in the north. According to marumakkathayam, the wife 
is not a member of the husband' family, but usually 
resides in h r family house. The makkathayam Map­
pillas, curiously enough, seldom take their wives home. 
In some parts, such as Calicut, a husband is only a 
visitor for the night. The Mappillas, like the Nayars, 
call themselves by the nam s of their hou es (or param­
bas)." It is noted by Mr. P. Kunjain " that the present 
generation of Moplahs following marumakkathayam is 
not inclined to favour the per etuation of this flagrant 
transgression of the divine law, which enjoins makka­
thayam on true believers in unequivocal terms. With 
the view of defeating the operation of the law, the present 
generation settled their self-acquisition on their children 
during their lifetime. A proposal to alter the law to 
accord with the divine law will be hailed with supreme 
pleasure. This is the current of public opinion among 
Moplahs. 

It is recorded in the Gazetteer of Malabar that "in 
North Malabar, Mappillas as a rule follow the marumak­
katayam system of inheritance, though it is opposed to 
the precepts of the Koran; but a man's self-acquisitions 
usually descend to his wjfe and family in accordance with 
the Muhammadan law of property. The combination of 
the two systems of law often leads to great complications. 
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In the south, the makkatayam system is usually followed, 
but it is remarlqible that succession to religious stanams, 
such as, that of the VaIiya Tangal of Ponnani, usually 
goes according to the marumakkatayam system. There 
seems to be a growing discontent with the marumakka­
tayam system; but, on the other hand, there is no doubt 
that the minute sub-division of property between a man's 
heirs, which the Koran prescribes, t nds to foster poverty, 
especially amongst petty cultivators, such as those of 
Emad and Walavanad." 

I t is unnecessary to linger over the naming, ton­
sure, circumcision, and ear-boring ceremonies, which the 
Ma.ppiIla infant has to go through. But the marriage 
and death custom are worthy of some notice.· /I Boys 
are married at the age of 18 or 20 as a rule in North 
Malabar, and girls at 14 or 15. In South Malabar, early 
marriages are more common, boys being married between 
14 and 18, and girls b tween 8 and 12. In exceptional 
cases, girls have been known to be married at the age of 
2i, but this only happens when the girl's father is i" 
extremis, since an orphan must remain unmarried till 
puberty. The first thing is the betrothal or settlement 
of the dowry, which is arranged by the parents, or in 

orth Malabar by the Karnavans. Large dowries are 
expected, especially in North Malabar, where, in spite of 
polygamy, husbands are at a premium, and a father with 
many daughters needs to be a rich man. The only 
religious ceremony necessary is the nikka, which con­
ists in the formal conclusion of the contract before 

o itnesses and the Kazi, who then registers it. The 
nikka may be performed either on the day of the nuptials 
or before it, sometimes months or years before. In the 

• Guelteer of lhe Malabar cUatric:t. 
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latter case, the fathers of the bride and bridegroom go 
to the bride's family mosque and repeat the necessary 
formula, which consists in the recital of the Kalima, and 
a formal acceptance of the conditions of the match, thrice 
repeated. In the former case, the Kazi, as a rule, comes 

I<! to the bride's house where the ceremony is performed, 
or else the parties go to the Kazi's house. In North 
Malabar, the former is the rule; but in Calicut the Kazi 
will only go to the houses of four specially privileged 
families. After the performance of the nikka, there is 
a feast in the bride's house. Then the bridegroom and 
his attendants are sho\v to a room specially prepared, 
with a curtain over the door. The bridegroom is left 
there alone, and the bride is introduced into the room 
by her mother or sister. In North Malabar, she brings 
her dowry with her, wrapped in a cloth. She is left with 
the bridegroom for a few minutes, and then comes out, 
and the bridegroom takes his departure. In some cases, 
the bride and bridegroom are allowed to spend the whole 
nig ht together. In some parts of South Malabar, it is the 
bride who is first conducted to the nuptial chamber, where 
she is made to lie down on a sofa, and the bridegroom 
is then introduced, and left with her for a few minutes. 
In North Malabar and Calicut, the bride lives in her own 
house with her mother and sisters, unless her husband is 
rich enough to build her a house of her own. In South 
Malabar, the wife is taken to the husband's house as 
soon as she is old enough for cohabitation, and lives 
there. Polygamy is the rule, and it is estimated that in 
South Malabar 80 per cent. of the husbands have two 
.wives or more, and 20 per cent. three or four. In North 
Malabar, it is not usual for a man to have more than two 
wives. The early age at which girls are married ilL ' . --:-; 
South Malabar no doubt encourages polygamy. It alief 
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encourages divorce, which in South Malabar is common, 
while in the north it is comparatively rare, and looked 
upon with disfavour. All that is required is for the 
husband to say, in the presence of the wife's relations, or 
before her Kazi, that he has I untied the tie, and does not 
want the wife l:I.ny more,' and to give back the stridhanam 
or dowry. Di~orce by the wife is rare, and can be had only 
for definite reasons, such as that the husband is incapable 
of maintaining her, or is incurably diseased or impotent. 
Widows may remarry without limit, but the dearth of 
husbands makes it difficult for them to do so. 

1/ When a man dies, his body is undressed, and 
arranged so that the legs point to Mecca. The two big 
toes are tied together. and the hands cr,ossed on the 
chest, the right over the left i the arms are also tied with 
a cloth. M ullas are called in to read the Koran over the 
corpse, and this has to be continued until it is removed to 
the cemetery. When the relatives have arrived, the body 
is washed and laid on the floor on mats, over which a cloth 
has been spread. Cotton wool is placed in the ears, and 
between the lips, the fingers, and the toes, and the body 
is shrouded in white cloths. I t is then placed on a bier 

hich is brought from the mosque, and borne thither. 
At the mosque the bier is placed near the western wall; 
the mourners arrange themselves in lines, and offer 
prayers (niskaram) standing. The bier is then taken to 
the grave, which is dug north and south; the body is 
10 , the winding sheets loosened, and the body 
turned so as to lie on its right side facing Mecca. A 
_dtu} of earth is placed below the right cheek. The 

o.IIrIPIII.'II'" is then covered with laterite stones, over which 
of the mourners throws a handful of earth, reciting 
Kalima and passages from the KorAn. Laterite 

placed at the head and foot of the grave, and 
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some mailinji (henna: LaflJs01Iia albtl) is planted at the 
side. A Mulla then seats himself at the head of the 
grave, and reads certain passages of the Koran, intended 
to instruct the dead man how to answer the questions 
about his faith, which it is supposed that the angels are 
then asking him. The funeral concludes ith distribu­
tion of money and rice to the poor. For three days. a 
week. or forty days, according to the circumstances of 
the deceased, M uIlas should read the Koran over the 
grave without ceasing day and night. The Koran must 
also be read at home for at least three days. On the 
third day, a visit is made to the tomb, after which a 
maulad is performed, the M ullas are paid, alms are 
distributed, and a feast is given to the relations, includ­
ing the deceased's relations by marriage, who should 
come to his house that day. A similar ceremony is 
performed on the fortieth day, which concludes the 
mourning; and by the rich on anniversaries. Widows 
should keep secluded in their own houses for three 
months and ten days, without seeing any of the male sex. 
After that period, they are at liberty to remarry." 

Concerning the Mappillas of the Laccadives, Mr. 
H. A. Stuart writes as follows.· II The customs of the 
Mappillas of the Laccadive islands are peculiar. The 
people are not called Mappilas, but (I) KOya, (2) 
Malumi, (3) Urukkaran, (4) Takru, (5) Milikhan, and , 
(6) Melac'cheri. No. I is the land and boat owning 
class, and is superior to the rest. Nos. 2 to 5 are pilots 
and sailors, and, where they are cultivators, cultivate 
uncier'N o. I. No. 6 were the slaves of the first division ; 
oow they cultivate the KOyas' lands, take the produce 
of those lands in boats to the mainland, and pay 20 per 
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cent. of the sale-proceeds to the Kaya owners. The 
Islanders generally dress like ordinary Mappilas. The 
MeIAc'cheris, however, may use only a coarser kind of 
cloth, and they are not allowed intermarriage with the 
other classes. I f any such marriage takes place, the 
offender is put out of caste, but the marriage is de~med 
a valid one. The current tradition is that these Lac­
cadive Mappilas were originally the inhabitants of 
Malabar- Nambudiris, Nayars, Tiyyas, etc.-who went 
in search of Cheraman Perumal when the latter left for 
Mecca, and were wrecked on these islands. The story 
goes that these remained H indus for a long time, that 
Obeidulla, the disciple of Caliph Abu Bakr, having 
received instructions from the prophet in a dream to go 
and convert the unbelievers on these islands, left for the 
place and landed on Ameni island, that he was ill-treated 
by the people, who were all Brahmans, but that, having 
worked some miracles, he converted them. He then 
visited the other islands, and all the islanders embraced 
the Moslem faith. His remains are said to be interred 
in the island of Androth. Among this section of the 
Mlppilas, succession is generally- in fact almost en-

Iy-in the female line. Girls are married when they 
are six or seven years old. No dowry is given. They 
are educated equally with the boys, and, on marriage, 
they are t taken away from school, but continue there 

til they finish tile course. In the island of Minicoy, 
the largest of the islands, the women appear in public, 
and take part in public affairs. The women generally 
are much more educated than the ordinary MappiJa 

es of mainland. The Kayas are said to be 
descendants of Nambiidiris, Me1ach'cheris f Tiyyans 
and Mukkuvans, and the rest of Ayars. Whatever 

Iftsen't occupatfon of KOyas on these islands, the 
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tradition that Kayas were originally Brahmans also COD­

.firms the opinion that they belong to the priestly class." 
In a note on the Laccadives and Minicoy,· Mr. 

C. W. E. Cotton writes that" while it would appear that 
the Maldives and Minicoy were long ago peopled by 
the same wave of Aryan immigration which overran 
Ceylon, tradition ascribes the first settlements in the 
northern group to an expedition shipwrecked on one of 
the Atolls so late as 825 A.D. This expedition is said 
to have set out from Kodungalur (Cranganore) in search 
of the last of the Perumal Viceroys of Malabar, a 
convert either to Buddhism or Islam, and included some 
Nambudris, commonly employ d, as Duarte Barbosa 
tells us, on account of their persons being considered 
sacrosanct, as envoys and messengers in times of war, 
and perhaps also for dangerous embassies across the 
seas. Some support may be found for this tradition in 
the perpetuation of the name ilIam for some of the 
principal houses in Kalpeni, and in the existence of 
strongly marked caste divisions, especially remarkable 
among communities professing Mahomedanism, corre­
sponding to the aristocrats, the mariners, and the 
dependants, of which such an expeditionary force wouW 
have been composed. The Tarwad islands, Ameni, 
Kalpeni, Androth, and Kavarathi, were probably peopled 
first, and their inhabitants can claim high-c te Hindu 
ancestry. There has been no doubt everywhere cop­
siderable voluntary immigration from the coast, and 
some infusion of pure Arab blood; but the strain of 
Negro introduced into the Maldives by Zanzibar slaves 
is nowhere traceable 10 Minicoy or * northe 
Archipelago." 

, 
• Nalabu Qauterly Renew, 
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In a further note, Mr. Cotton writes as follows.· 
.. The inhabitants of Androth, Kalpeni, Kavaratti and' 
Agatti, are MappilIas, almost undistinguishable, except 
in the matter of physical development, from those on the . 
mainland. The admixture of Arab blood seems to be 
confined to a few of the principal families in the two 
• tarwad ' islands, Kalpeni and Androth. The islanders, 
though Muhammadans, perpetuate the old caste distinc­
tions which they observed before their conversion to 
Islam. The highest caste is called Koya, in its origin 
merely a religious title. The Koyas represent the 
aristocracy of the original colonists, and in them vests 
the proprietorship of most of the cocoanut trees and 
the odams (ships), which constitute the chief outward 
and visible signs of wealth on the islands. They 
supply each Amin with a majority of his council 
of hereditary elders (Karanavans). The lowest and 
largest class is that of the M lacp.eris (lit. high climbers), 
also called Thandels in Kavaratti, the villeins in the 
quasi-feudal system of the islands, who ' do the tree­
tapping, cocoanut plucking, and menial labour. They 
hold trees on kudiyan service, which involves the 
shipping of produce on their overlord's boat or odam, 
the hatching of his house and boat-shed, and an obli­
gation to sail on the odam to the mainland whenever 
called upon. Intermediately come the Malumis (pilots), 
atso called Urakars, who represent the skilled navigating 
class. to hich many of the Karnavans in Kavaratti 
belong. Intermarriage between them and the Ie 
prosperous Koyis is now permitted. Monogamy is 
~1D0IL1t the universal rule, but divorces can be so easily 

. ned that the marriage tie can scarcely regarded 

• Guiueer or the MIlabu diatrict. 
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as more bin ing than the sambandham among the 
indus on the coast. The women go about freely with 
ir beads uncovered. They continue to live after 

lSJTiage in their family or tarwad houses, where they 
an; visited by their husbands, and the system of inherit-

nce in vogue is marumakkatayam as regards family 
property, and makkatayam as regards self-acquisitions. 
These are distin uished on the i lands under the terms 
Velliyaricha (Friday) and Tin alaricha (Monday) pro­
perty. The family house is invariably called pura in 
contradistinction to Vidu- the wife's house. Intermar­
riage between the inhabitants of different islands is not 
uncommon. The islanders are very superstitious and 
believe in ghosts and hobgobli s, about the visible 
manifestations of which many stories are current; and 
there is an old mamul (established) rule on all the 
islands forbidding anyone to go out after nightfall. 
Phantom steamers and sailing ships are sometimes seen 
in the lagoons or rowed out to on the open sea; and in 
the prayers by the graves of his ancestors, which each 
sailor makes before setting out on a voyage, we find 
something akin to the Roman worship of the Manes. 
The Moidin mosque at Kalpeni, and the big West 
Pandaram at Androth are believed to be haunted. There 
are larams (shrines) in Cheriyam and Cheriyakara, to 
which pilgrimages are made and where vows are taken, 
and it is usual to chant the fateah * on sighting the 
Jamath mosque in Androth, beneath the shadow of 

hich is the tomb of Mumba Mulyaka, the Arab apostle 
to the Laccadives." 

his inspection report of the Laccadives, 1902, Mr 
G. H. B. Jae'kson notes that" the caste barrier, on the 

• The recital of the lilt chapter of At Koran. 
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island of Androth, between the Koya and the Maluml 
class and the Melacheris is as rigid as ever. It divides 
capital from labour, and has givet\ the upper classes 
much of the appearance of an effete aristocracy." In 
a more recent inspection report (I905~ Mr. C. W. E. 
Cotton writes as follows. "Muhammadans, owing 
to their inordinate love of dress, are apt to give an 
exaggerated impression of wf>.alth, but I should think 
that, despite the lazine s of all but the Melacheris, the 
majority of the inhabitants (of Androth) are well-to-do, 
and, in this respect, compare very favourably with those 
of the other islands. The Qazi and several other 
Kamavars, who have a smattering of the Koran, go to 
the mainland, and, in centres of superstition, earn con­
siderahlp. c;ums by their profession f extreme learning 
and piety. The long satin coats (a canary yellow is 
the fashionable tint) procured in Bombay or Mangalore 
are evidence of the financial succe'ss of their pilgrimages. 
It is perhaps fortunate that the Koy have discovered 
this additional source of income, for, though they 
continue to own nearly all the cargo-carrying odams 
(boats), their position as jenmis (landlords) has beeD 
seriously jeopardised owing to the repudiation of their 
obligations as Kudians by many of the enterprising 
Melacheri community. The Melacheris are now alive 
to the fact that, as their tenure is not evidenced by 
documents and rests upon oral assertions, they have 

very reasonable chance of freeing themselves of 
o rIords altogether. The M ukhyastars are quite 

presentative lot. SheikindevittiI M uthu K~ is a fi 
im n of the sea-faring Moplah, and the Qui, twenty-

fourth m descent from Mumby Moolyaka, e Arab h 
:-ft'ldlvarted the islanders to I slam, struck me as a man 

ble attainmeots. is report on 
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lISDensarv at Androth (1905), Mr. K. Ibrahim Khln, 
assistant, states that "the quacks are said 

be clever enough to treat cases both by their drugs 
by their charms. They actually prevent other 

poor classes see~ing medical and surgical treatment 
in the dispensary, and mi lead them by their cunning 
words. Most of the quacks come to the dispensary, and 
take medicines such as santonine powders, quinine pills, 
purgatives, etc. They make use of these for their own 
cases, and thus earn their livelihood. The quacks are 
among the Koya class. The Koyas ar jenmis, and the 
Malims and Melacheris are their tenants. The latter, 
being low classes, always believe them, and depend 
upon their landlords, who are also their physicians, to 
treat them when they fall sick. Th iSlanders, as a rule, 
have no faith in English medical treatm.ent. The rich 
folks who can afford it go to Malabar for native treat­
ment; only the poorer classes, who have neither means 
to pay the quacks nor to go to Malabar, attend the 

ispensary with half inclination." 
Marakallu.- Marakallu or Marakadu, meaning 

fiihermen, has been recorded as a sub-division of Pallis 
engaged as fishermen in the Telugu country. The 
equivalent of Mukku Marakkaleru is a title or synonym 
of MOger and Marakkan of M ukkuvan. Marakkayar is 

title of Labbai boatmen. 
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