ﬁrst. A Mannan claims the hand of his ma.ternal
dmghter. The Sasta of Sabanmala and Peri;

;_; Conoermng the Mannans, Mr. O. H. Bensley‘
as follows.t “I enjoy many pleasant reminiscen
my intercourse with these people. Their cheery
_ sociable disposition, and enjoyment of camp life

‘sturdy, and hairless, the Mannans have al
ances of an ‘aboriginal’ race. *The Mannan
.vexﬁeuds southward from the limit oec

1vans onthe Gardamom Hdhtoa




’tﬁrﬁé old patriarchs among them, who were the headmea
eof three of the most important sections of the tribe. The
Muduvans and Mannans pursue the same destructive
method of cultivation, but, as the latter are much fewer
in numbers, their depredations are not so serious.
None of the tribes east of the Periyar pay any tax to
' the Government, but are expected, in return for their
~ holdings, to perform certain services in the way of
* building huts and clearing paths, for which they receive
. fixed payment, They have also to collect forest pro-
duce, and for this, too, they obtain fixed rates, so that
. their treatment by the Government is in reality of
- the most liberal kind. Mannins do not always look
- at things in quite the light one would expect. For
‘example, the heir to an English Earldom, after a
- pleasant shooting trip in Travancore, bestowed upon a
f[,atman who had been with him a handsome knife
~ as a memento. Next day, the knife was seen in the
ssession of a cooly on a coffee estate, and it transpired
t the Mannan had sold it to him for three rupees,
of keeping it as an hexrloom A remarkablo"

‘ whxch they fraternise with Europeans. Most of
other trlbes approach with rﬁuctance, which reqnn'es

eries of the chase. Though their
ami the only commumcat:on they'




ch 6fa u'ee,andonlythen he began to thinkl )
Bnt it was too late. The elephant charged

Maanedora (lord of the mlls) —A title assu
nda Doras. Manné Sultan is a t:tle of the ;




fror wly gmrstm, 1
ahmbeenﬁav:dm andthedm'
~in number by wholesale adult cony
ing the orxgm of the Mapplllas, Mr.

@by the women of the country, they now. form

| community. There appears to have been a

influx of Arab settlers into Malabar in the ninth
A.D and the numbers have been constaatly “
ased by proselytism. The Mappillas came promi-
ly forward at the time of the Portuguese invasion at
end of the fifteenth century A.D.” “The Muham-

an Arabs,” Dr. Burnell writes,  “ appear to h:ve

ﬁrst in Malabar about the beginning of the ninth

; there were heathen Arabs there long before

consequence of the immense trade conducted“hy{t?
sans with India.” “ There are,” Mr. B. Govinda. |
writes,} ‘“many accounts extant in Malak
cerning the introduction of the faith of Islam into ths
t. Tradition says that, in the ninth ccntury'-d,i;;ﬁ;he

~shrine in Ceylon, chanced to visit the ca
m: lor kmg of Malabar, that they were. mo:




tht the mixed race thus formed had begun to B
f}*ﬁstbe Mappxllas. These Mippillas ha.d in the

i Cahcut during the closing years of the fifteenth
~we find their influence at court so powerful
- Portuguese could not obtain a commercial footing
~ The numerical strength of the Mappillas was
~increased by forcible conversions during the
!wlwu Tlppu Sultan held sway over Malabar o {




N ‘_,to‘ England for the Coronation in 1902, Mr.
ved at the conclusion that “the people on
t and in the centre of the Deccan, namely

 considerably shorter. This points to
_Drav:dxans with some Mongohan




Qeven sons, not to mention a large consig!
’d&ughters On the east coast the occurrence

propemes of fish diet. In Malabar, great virtu
nttribuwd to the sardine or nalla mathi (good

';Clxpca longicefs), as an article of dietary.
- “Conversion to Muhammadamsm," Mr




Madura call the Muhammadans Mippillctq‘,‘.
oms.” In criticising this statement, Yule and ;
11 state that * Nelson interprets the word as
‘ It should, however, rather be son-xn-hw‘

1 "-hw of the late Raja.” “Some,” Mr. Padmanabha
_writes, ] “think that the word Mappila is a
ed form of maha (great) and pilla (child), an
- title as among Nairs in Travancore (pilla
‘y) Mr. Logan surmises that maha pilla was
ly a title of honour conferred on the early
: s, or possibly on the still earlier Chnstlan
ts, who are also down to the present day called
. The Muhammadans generally go by thq
: onaga Mappilas. Jonaka is believed to stand
ka, z.e., Greek!”§ [In the Gazetteer of the
istrict, Yavana is recorded as meaning Ionia.] ,




more appropriate designation of Moplahs, who

mg to Buchanan, are both traders and
 the latter sense, the term, though not usually ‘
. ampng the Arabs, would be xdent:cal with fella’

a Nambiar writes, “as of all Mussal
religious practices. They are ei
The Sunnis are the followers o

th’éfehlef pr:est of the orthodox




1 to be heretics (thas) The number of the
g The reason why they are beheved o

ion (sujud), accordmg to strict doctrines, is due :
alone.” At Mulliakurichi in the Walluwanad
there are two mosques. One, the Pazhaya Palli,

e Kondotti sect of Mappillas. The other is called
than Palli, or new mosque. This mosque is asserted
the Ponnani sect of Mappillas to have been erected
their exclusive use. The Kondatti sect, on the other

, claim that it was erected by them, as the old
1e was not large enough for the growing congre-
. They do not claim exclusxve use of the new,,,‘f




1‘ran away across a field, calling out ‘ Mambram }T n,
Mambram Tangal.' The Tangal, who had to be in




the pangs of child-birth which was thus obtamed, ,
. the women of the nelghbourmg islands go over
‘Kavmthx for delivery, in order to have an my_ .

vconnectlon with Mappilla superstition, Mr.
1ha; Writes as follows. “A beggar died (proh—

. alive, no one worried about him. But, aftaer
it was said that celestial voices had been heard
ng the call to prayer at the spot. The Mappillas
‘-that he was a very holy man, whom they hadnot s




4"rthe Mambram Tangal. The a
h Muﬂah of the mosque thh”




b  a serious difficulty. Their Sultan, they said, had :
urite parrot which used to be kept in a golden cage, j,
door of this cage havmg been madvertently leﬁ: i

ering and conveying it to their master. The Sultaﬂ ;
;ﬂw bird why it went away when it had a beaunfﬂb
ge to llve in, and a never failing supply af‘“'

‘with the delights of a free and fet
der the foliage of feathery bamboc

‘had come back, and the bwd’madd
it was dxsportmg itselfl with



MMered that the anniversary of the day
Odubﬁlted in his domxmons, a.nd the Moplahs

; pax were raging tcmbly in the months of Aug
September. Itis regrettable that the people, dnrin
& eﬁdemics, do not resort to hospital medicines, but a
them r.othe devil's scourge.. Especially the ignor:

mac possession, and can only be cured by k
An account of how this is'done may be interest

@lh.psed condition. The wonder-
es to do anything with these advaneed a




d the patient is madc to drmk‘!lie warm
e Thangal comma.nds him to le‘Ve the

he most important institution,” Mr. A. S. Valdya
",Alyar writes,* “among the Mappilas of Malabar-»;

h, and the. p ent- Makhdim and® Al
te predecessors y\g o a dxﬁ’erent‘f‘lme,
Mahadun there was a seét of religious

ﬂas from Kodangalur to Mangalore. Hxs




o tn charge of the mosques.

there were about three hundred students. Th_
regular staff of teachers. Students are told off

~ sections under the management of some senior

generous Mappilla or other.”
s nformed by Mr. Ku.njam that Mullao
N :gn .r‘a'\an who follb;vs d}e professxon of t
Koran to children, reading it, and performin
 religious ‘ceremonies for others, and lives on the
- perquisites derived therefrom. The man in ch




ritu,"' “one sees no minarets. The tempie arcbxtee- i
ture of Malabar was noticed by Mr. Fergusson to be like
that of Nepal: nothing like it exists between the two
planes And the Mappilla mosque is much in the style
~ of the Hindu temple, even to the adoption of the turret-
- like edifice which, among Hindus, is here peculiar to the
~ temples of Siva. The general use nowadays of
. German mission-made tiles is bringing about, alas! a
- metamorphosis in the architecturg, of Hindu temples
. “"avnd Mappilla,mosques, the picturgsqueness disappear-
i mg altogether, and in a few years it may be difficult

to find one of the old stylee. The mosque, though
_it may be little better than a hovel, is always as grand
s the community can make it, and once built it can
wer be removed, for the site is sacred ever after-
. wards. Every Mappilla would shed hns blood, rather
o than suffer any indignity to a mosque The-mosques

nqt pertmtted to do so.f It is said
‘th:e dxﬂerences of opxmon bem




,‘;,.

o “ They only observe the mnth and ue.] t
i Muha.ram and keep them as a fast; they do
taboots.* A common religious observance is the ¢
tion of what is called a mavulad or maulad. A
is a tract or short treatise in Arabic celebrat

such as Shaik MOhiuddin, eleventh descendant
_prophet, expounder of the Korin, and worker of
- or the Mambram Tangal, father of Sayid Fasl.
ceremony a Mulla is called in to read the book, pa
- which are in verse, and the congregation is requ
make responses, and join in the singing. The cer
which usually takes place in the evening, cc
with, or, is preceded by a feast, to which the friend
relations are invited. . bpq; who ean afford

 the prophet on the twelfth A maulad shquﬂ
be performed on the third day after death.
a common practice to celebrate a maulad before
i portant undertakmg on whxch it is desu‘ed M\
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bout with canes in their hands, ¥ithout g
or attendmg to their work. After

}«.




 with the Tangal One of these lnen (whq
collected a number of his countrymen, and sacrificed a
hﬂ, and, for preparing meals for these men, placed a
- per vessel with water on the hearth, and said that
| Mé’ 'ould appear of itself in the vessel. He waited for
e. ' There was no rice to be seen. Those who
" ibled there eat beef alone, and dispersed.
g ‘Some people made fun of Avarumayan for this. He
felt ashamed, and went to Taramal Tangal, with whom
»-‘he stayed two or three days. He then went to the
ue at Mambram, and, on attempting to fly through

”ﬁm air into the mosgue on the southern side of the river
"at Tirurangadi, fell.down through the opening of the
| door, and became lame of one leg, in which state he is
: mned to be still lyug'? While the Halar of Munniyiir
am were pe rmmg niskaram one day at the tomb

{ the phenomenon for seven o&kgght days and ﬁ"xghts.
There was, however, neither darkness nor mosque to be
Again, in the month of Karkigadam last, some

: influential Mapp:llas led their 1gnorant Hlnduw

as Halar), by name Avarumayan, two mmthS%

&

ev-'f"i wm and that there would be complete darkness for
~ two full days. Mappillas waited in anxious expectation



'Mipplllas had his thigh broken in the ¢ en
He remained in all the agony of a woundjuna
“to for seven days, and was further tortured by
camed in a rough litter from the Manjeri t
Angadipuram temple.  Yet, at the time of a further f
he was hopping to the encounter on his sound leg,
only anxious to get a fair blow at the infidels
‘he died. It is recorded that, on one occasion, w

fierce rush of death-devoted Mappillas; the drummer "
the company distinguished hxmsel yy bonneting
-assailant with his drum, thereby ﬁumng the
head into a kind of straight jacket, and saving hi




of the Mappillas as mostfy S e pressfm'
ts against them, and there is many a Map-
enant who does not pay his rent, and cannot,
ninent are the risks, be evicted.” Mr. Strange
further that “the most perverted ideas on the
e of martyrdom, according to the Koran, univer-
ly prevail, and are fostered among the lower classes of
; Mipp;llas. The late enquiries have shown that
e is a notion prevalent among the lower orders that,
ling to the Mussalman religion, the fact of a janmi
landlord having in due course of law ejected from his
&n mortgagee or other substantial tenant, is a suffi-
t pretext to murder him, become sahid (saint), and -
nsure the pleasures of the Muhammadan paradise.
s well known that the favourite text of the banished
) priest or Tangal, in his Friday orations at the
in Tirurangadi, was ‘It is no sin, but a merit,
]amm who evxcts.’ ' Mr. Strange propoaed

| of Hindus, and that restrictions should be put
rection of mosques., Neither of these proposals
by Government. But a policy of repres
atluthe passmg of Acts XXII and XX -




} preeenue.  He had quite recently re

Lord Dalhousie, cﬁng‘i'axulatmg him on

[is vidow was granted the net proceeds of the
, amounting to more than th:rty thou

notzced in connection with a more recent out
there were ‘‘several boys who were barely
- years old. One was twelve; some were s
- vetghteen. Some observers have said that the
- why boys turn fanatics is because they may thu

the discomfort, which the Ramzan entails. A disp »
twn from fastmg is claimable when on the

- ggry beef and boiled rice. At the end of it all
_ Paradise with its black-eyed girls.” *

nw 1884, Government appointed Mr.

K@Q Magistrate of Malabar, to enquire into the
5 of the tenure of land and tenant right,




have merited death, and it was consndere({ a reli
ue, not a fault, to have killed such a man, and to have
ards died in arms, tﬁhtmg against an infidel
ament.” Mr. MacGregor, formerly Collector af-yr;‘j
had, some years bcfore, expressed himself
perfectly satisfied that the Mappilla outrages
“agrarian. Fanaticism is merely the instrument,
igh which the terrorism of the landed classes "

decided by Government to disarm the taluks of
Calicut, and Walluvanad. Notwithstanding the
state of the Mappillas at the time, the delicate
on was successfully carried out by the district
‘and 17,295 arms, including 7,503 fire-arms of
5 kinds, were collected. In the following year,

e confiscated arms, the Madras Museum possesses
¢ollection, selected from a mass of them which‘

with, The fanatics then took up a positior
thc amval of the Brmsh troops Thq 0




place. An ”inﬁdel *passed by, and, fioti
pﬁght, tried to take advantage of it to des

mktyrs of Malappuram. A deadly serpent mshui
~of a neighbouring thicket, and flew at the villain, wh
- dared to sully the chastity of a chosen daughter. -
during a rising, a Mappilla, who preferred to

L7 L -

~ and watched with sorrow the dreadful sight «¢
- co-religionists being cut down by the European sol
~ Suddenly his emotions underwent a transformati
~there, through his blinding tears and the dust and
~ of the battle, he saw a wondrous vision. Lovely
i ‘bent tenderly over fallen martyrs, bathed their wounds
- and gave them to drink delicious sherbet and milk, an

y as the Korin is beheved."f
hy Mr. Logant that



tudies for the next hlgher standard ina recogmsod.-? |
mnnccted with the Madras Educational Depar&" :

4, a Mappilla Sanskrit school was founded
toxne of the pupils at which belongv 10




‘,.:}.-_;;ailhn and Punitivé Police follow. The only ral
~way to put a final stop to this chronic mala
~ discovered by a Hindu gentleman, The hasty

~ sions must be stopped. Those who seek com
' 'm be given plenty of time to cons:der the i




ﬂitﬁacﬁﬁcs the Musahzh‘ Thew nath-ul-
lam Sabha at Ponani was started utxder the ausplquﬁ,
the Jarathingal Thangal and the Mahadoom Thangal.
Two scl:ooks were opened for the education of new
“converts, one*fosboys and the other for girls. Strict
fqaqu.irm were mlade<as tg the state of mind and ante-
: of -n‘m"’oseek copvérsion. * They are kept
mdm' ‘observat ng endugh, afid are admitted only
on the distinet understanding that it is a deliberate
M act, ;and ..ﬁ\ey have tb mgke up gheir minds
to remain.  Semg six thousand converts have passed
, ﬂt&oughﬂuq school$ since the Sabha was started. The
‘ “Musaliars are gever sanstified until they are thoroughly
. grounded in the correct principles of our religion, and
i an assurance is obtained from them that they will never
1 rebellion. No Musaliar will break a promise
given o the Thangal. The loyalty of the Musaliars and
Mullahs is thus assurcd Where there is no Musaliar

Mullahs are also taught to explain to all vxllagers
~our scriptures condemn opposition to the ruling
er, and thdt loyalty to the Sovereign is a rehgtaus.
~ We are also trying to spread education among
ignorant villagegs. In order further to enlist the
athies of the pedple, extensive charities have been
sed. - Sixteen branches of the Sabha have bega

A very large number of d‘ me

‘ ivorce cases, partitigh cases, etc.—hav
‘_ ntbmuon through these branch assc




vw the peOpie An& it is Just-ﬁu t\asc areas that
‘may see at their best the jgrit, lab%wum:s, and enter-
prise of the Mo,plab + He reclaims’depse f

unfavourable conditions, and, in the coune’
years, by hard toil and perseverance, hg.transforms“ !

forest or scrubby jungle. Or he lays himself oﬂt »W,A
~ reclaim and plant up marshy lands lying
~ rivers and lagoons, and insures them from
~ by throwing up rough but serviceable dykes and
~ In these tracts he is also sometimes a timber mercha
and gets on famously by taking out permits to fell |
trees, which he rafts down the rivers to the coast.
~ great bulk of the Moplahs in these wild regions b
:“purely to the labourmg classes, and it is among




Mpeb on au-* 500& old pmejp |
qmck“ ‘returis.  No native hawker

4t' ‘ Tb!m‘ias Atkm!(the British

| thé military taﬁons& M

’hp,pxy Tom‘my\mb tea, coﬁ'eq%sleﬁonaﬁe, !
vbi:u, and éther little lyxun :
las,” Mry A. Chatterton writes*
ather-working, and they@'e consadu'bﬂ"‘
;;pxtahsﬁ in ghe making of ceruppus or leather
s, In Malabar the trade in raw hides and skins is
n the hands of Mappillas. ‘Weekly fairs are held
places, and all the available hides and ‘skins
up for sale, and are purchased by Muham-
Some Mappillas bind books, and others are
“The small skull caps, which are i&i;»
h&d-gear of Mappilla men and boys, aremndc

e t between Rs. 2 and Rs. 3.t
illaatakeanactxves mtheﬁ&
jg the west coast and tlm M_' '




sﬂﬁ ol sfme of u; fishermen
2 thergofﬁ ‘They thought thg
~would be allowed to use 'alt.earth as I'Rnerly
whlle, the~Mapp illas, ‘being more,g;lﬂ 4
s uvans, took advantage of the of
*’aﬂ! erected Ayards, whereof they a stnl _
" A deputation of Mukkuvans walteg on me. T
gnevdnce was that they are hereditary fisherm
furmerly the Mappillas were only the purcha.sers
A few years ago, the Mappillas started as
“on their own account, with small boats and thattw
(mppmg nets), in using which the nets, with strij
‘cocoanut leaves tied on 'to the ropes, are spread,
sides of the boats beaten with sticks and staves, to
-'j the fish into the net. The noise made ext
grmt distance, and consequently thc!hoals gc

s




d bcrtam failure, on the gi-ound that M&ppillu 7

d not serve away from their own country. Their

«pwdﬁtmns, however, have proved to be false, and iheu

»,‘ﬁw come forward in fair numbers for enlistmen

1896, ‘the experiment of recruiting Mappillas HQ

35&1: ‘Madras Infantry was started, and the‘)%sponsﬂe

~ task of working up the raw material was entrusted to

" Colonel Burton, with whose permission I took‘measure-

ments of his youthful warriofs. ‘*As was inevitable in a

commumty recruited by cgnverts from various classes, &

i woys afforded an interesting’study in varwgolour&t

% ature and nasal configuration. One very dark sliinned

:;’ platyrhine individual, indeed, had a nasal index of -

5 93 %Later on, the sanctioh of the Secretary of State .
~ was obtained for the ad%tlon of a scheme for cérivert-

‘ mg the 17th and 25th regiments of the Madras Infantfy

" into Mappilla corps, which were subsequer?ﬂy named
the 77th and 78th Moplah Rifles. * These regiments,”
ajor Holland-Pryor continues, “at present draw their
Mpnnmpally from Ernad and Valuvanad. Labourers
om these parts are much sought after by planters and
nts from the Kolar old fields, on account of their
i and fine physi - Some, however, refer to
list. The men are gen illy s’&aller than ‘the Coast
appillas, and do not show much trace of Arab blood,
- are hardy and courageous, and, with their
r stamina, make excellent fighting material”
o5 the 78th Moplah Rifles were transferred ;ﬁo'-“"
| hmil Khan in the Punjab, and took part in the




ning of the Kachins in Bur@. ;
;yauhng of ghe Indian Army, the

st the crack regiments of the north,”
ours 6f the Iytlﬂlladras‘nfaﬁtq which w
at Fort St. Qeorgeﬁ ty77, and had had
ged to 77th Moplah Ri “on the

. sﬁed out, deﬁst St. Mﬂk ;
It has been said of the Mippﬂfas * that * th rh
. are true cocoanuts; their high foreheads and
_ crowns are specially noticeablle for being kept
- and, when covered, provided with only a small

mbroidered skull-cap.”







SORCERY FIGURE, MALABAR.






apparently tobacco, ganja (Indian hemp),;_and‘
\n iron bar has been driven from the back of the
igh the body, and terminates in the abdomuul

Mappillas of North Malabar,” Mr. Lewis
writes, * “follow the marumakkathayam system
itance, while the Mappillas of South Malabar,
n few exceptions, follow the ordinary Muham-
~ Among those who profess to follow the

' g?thqse who follow the ordinary Muha.mmadah
not unusual for a father and sons to have com-




Rndcs in her family house.
p:llas, curiously enough, seldom take their

¢

‘."ln some parts, such as Calicut, a husbami '

thayam on true believers in uneqmvocal
~ the view of defeating the operation of the law,
- generation settled their self-acquisition on
during their lifetime. A proposal to al”‘







“; feast in the bride’s house. Then the br:d
hi: attendants are lhowr\.to a room spe

% night together. In some parts of South Ma ‘
y bndc who is first conducted to the nuptlal ch




'ikmy more,’ a.ndtogwebackthe '
Divorce by the wife is rare, and can hehﬁdi‘ :




%Be‘deeeaaeds relations by marriage,
A similar «




 these remained Hindus for a long tme,&
the dascxple of Caliph Abu Bakr

who were all Bréhmans, but that;.hn
mme mxracles, he converted them,







bf most of the cocoanut trees and |
‘f’s) wmch oonstntute the c.'lﬁaf ty

Am’iﬂ thh a majonty of his
elders (Karanavans). "The Io
is that of the Melacberis (;lit-‘j :

‘qmm o Ui telandy; Whe's ¢B
anut pluckmg, and menial M




The xslméers are very superstit
rghosts and hobgoblins, about «
ions of which many stories are ct
an old mamul (established) rule o
bidding any one to go out after

steamers and sailing ships are sol
Ia@nans or rowed out to on the open




bl tlnt) procured x’ernhay or ]

»nce of the financial success of
; ps fortunate that the K




.cm always ‘b&ltcve’ them,‘ P
ir lmdlords, ‘who ..a.re also thgu'

, nor to go to Malahar, f
; half inclination.”









