
time gazing into a vessel containing gingclly oil, 
holding in his hand a curious-shaped wand of Q'OJld1l 

about a foot and a half long, and hollow." 
It is recorded by Mr. Logan, * in connection with a 

disturbance in Malabar early in the last . century. 
II the first overt act occurred at Panamaram in \Vynad. 
Some five days previous to 1 Ith October 180 , one 
of the proscribed rebel leaders, Edachenna Kungan, 
chanced to be prescnt at the house of a Kurchiyan, 
when a belted peon came up, and demanded some paddy 
(rice) from the Kurchiyan. Edachenna Kungan replied 
by killing the peon, and the Kurchiyans (a jungle tribe) 
in that neighbourhood, considering themselves thus 
compromised with the authorities, joined Edachenna 
Kungan. This band, numbering about ISO, joined by 
Edachenna Kungan and his t\.vo brothers, then laid 
their plans for attacking the milItary post at Panamaram, 
held by a detachment of 70 men of the J st Battalion of 
the 4th Bombay Infantry under Captain Dickenson and 
L ieutenant Maxwell. They first seized sentry's musket" 
and killed him with arrows. Captain Dikenson killed 
and wounded with his pistols, bayonet, and sword, IS of 
tbe Kurchiyars, 5 of whom died. The whole of 
detachment was massacred." 

In a note on an inspection of a Kuriccha settle 
Mr. F. Fawcett recorded that the houses were 
to some rice-fields cultivated by the Kuricchas. 
Mappillas, however, took the crop as interest on an 
standing debt. One house was noted as having 
of wattle and mud, a thatched roof, and verandah. 
the eastern verandah were a bow and arrows, a 
head of paddy (unhusked rice), some withered grain, 

• Manual orKalabar. 
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dedicated to the god M uttappan. A man requested 
.Mr. Fawcett not to approach a hut, in which a meal was 
being cooked, as he would pollute it. A child, a few 
months old, with a ring in each ear, and a ring of shen or 
bone on a string to avert the evil eye, was lying in a 
cradle suspended [rom the roof. Both by Mr. Fawcett 
and others, the Kuricchas are given the character of 
remarkably imlOcent, truthful, and trustworthy people. 

For the follo'wing note, I am inaebted to Mr. E. 
Fernandez. The Kuricchas usualIy live by cultivation, 
hut it is considered a great stroke of good lurk to obtain 
a post as postal runner or amsham peon. When on a 
hunting expedition, they are armed ",,·ith bows and 
arrows, or occasionally with guns, and surround a hill. 
Some of them then enter the jungle with dogs, and drive 
the game, which is killed by the dogs, or shot with 
arrows or bullets. The flesh of the spoil is divided up 

, between the sylvan deity, the jenmi (landiord), the dogs, 
~he man who put the first arrow or bullet into the animal, 
and the other Kuricchas. In some places, the Kuricchas 
u~e arrows for shooting fresh-water fish. The principle 
is described by Mr. Fawcett as being the same as in the 
Greenlander's spear, and the dart used with a blow-pipe 
on the west coast for catching sharks. 

From Malabar I have received two forms of blow­
pipe, used for killing fish, birds, and small game. In one, 
the tube consists of a piece of straight slender bamboo 

4' 6" in length j the other, which is about 7' 
length, is made from the stem of the areca palm. 
the latter, two pieces of the stem are placed face to 

so that a complete tube is made. Round the 
ior, thin cloth or tree-bark, steeped in gum, is 

wrapped, so that the two halves are kept together. 
the blow-pipe is decorated with painted 
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designs. The arrow consists of a reed 
arrow-head, which, by means of a socket, fits loosely on 
the conical end of the shaft. A piece of string, severa 
feet long, is tied round the arrow-head, and wound closely 
round the shaft. \\Then the arrow is discharged from 
the tube, and enters, for example, the body of a. fish, 
the string is uncoiled from the shaft, which floats on the 
surfa~ of the water, and points out the position of the 
fish, which is hauled up. 

A Paniyan, Adiyan, Kurumba, or Pulayan, approach­
ing within a recognised distance of a Kuriccha, conveys 
pollution, which must be removed by a bath, holy water, 
and the recitation of mantrams (consecrated formuIre). 
The Kuricchas address Brahmans as TambrakaI, and 
Nayars as Tamburan. They are themselves addressed 
by Paniyans and Adiyans as Acchan and Pappan. by 
Jen Kurumbas as Muttappan, and by Pulayans as 
Perumannom. 

J n addition to Muttappan, the Kuricchas worship 
various other deities, such as Karimbil Bhagavathi, 
Malakurathi, and Athirallan. No animal sacrifices are 
performed, but each family celebrates annually a cere .. 
mony called Kollu Kodukal, for which the Pittan (head 
of the family) fixes an auspicious day. T~e temple 
is cleaned, and smeaced with cow-dung, and holy, 
water is sprinkled, to remove all pollution. Tho 
who attend at the ceremony bathe before proceeding ~ 
the temple, which is lighted with oil-lamps. Cocoa 
nuts, sugar-candy, plantains, beaten rice. a measu 
(edangali) full of rice, and another full of paddy, 
placed before the lamps, and offered to the deity b 
the Pittan. One of the community becomes posse~ 
and. gives forth oracular utterances. Finally he raJ 
down, and the deity is supposed to have left 

"-9 
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The offerings are distributed among those who have 
assembled. 

The management of ' tribal affairs is vested in the 
Pittans of the different families, and the final appellate 
authority is the Kottayath Raja, who authorises certain 
Nayars to hear appeals on his behalf. 

The Kuricchas celebrate the tali-kettu kalyanam. 
Marriages are arranged by the Pittans. The wedding 
is a. very sirr'tple affair. The brid{'groom brings a pair of 
cloths and rings made of white metal or brass as a 
present for the bride, and a feast is held. 

Kurivi {sjJarrow).-A gotra of Kurni . 
K firma (tortoi c;e ).-A gotra of N agaral u. The 

equivalent Kurum is recorded as a sept of Pentiya. 
Kfirmapu.-The Kurmapuval1u are women, in the 

Vizagapatam district, who have not entered into matri­
mony, but earn money by prostitution, and acting as 

neers at feasts. They are so called from the fact that 
they were originally dancing-girls attached to the temple 

Sri Kurmam, a place of pilgrimage in'Vizagapatam.* 
Knrni.-The name Kurni is, according to the Census 
port, 1901, CI a corruption of kuri (sheep) and vanni 
• ), the caste having been originally weavers of wool. 

now weave cotton and silk, and also cultivate. 
have two main sub-tlivisiolls, Hire (big) and Chikka 

1). The H ires are all Lingayats, and are said to 
sixty-six totemistic septs or gotras. They employ 

as priests, and also men of their own caste, 
are called Chittikaras. They will mess with the 

Lingayat section, and with Lingayats of other 
They do not eat meat, or smoke or drink alcohol, 

the Chikkas'do all three. Ma;riage before puberty 

• Madw Census Report, 1901. 
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is the rule in the caste. Divorces are 
Widows may marry again, but have to spend two 
alone at two different temples. Their wedding 
monies are carried out by widows only, and the 
is not afterwards allowed to take part in religious 
tamily observanc~s.'· A synonym of both Kurnis 
Devangas is J ada or J andra, meaning great men. 
further synonym of the Kurnis is said to be K 
The term Nese, meaning weaver, is applied to 
of the weaving castes, incluuing the Kurnis. 

The following extract is taken from an appeal 
subscriptions in aid of the publication of the .13 
yottara Purana by the K.urnis in a village in the Bel 
district. " Greetings from all the Kuruhine Setti 
saivas residing in Hirihala village of Bellary 
The wish of the wnters is that all, old and young,s 
rejoice in the sixty-six g6tras, sixty-si . rLidras, and si 
six rishis. He whl) reads the order of these s' 
g6tras of the Kuruhina Settis will enter Sivaloka. 
twenty-one generations will attain to the position of;;:. .. , .. '!>.- .... 

(attendants) of Sivaloka. Such was the order of iswara. 
This is the enu of the chapter in the Nilakantha Malli 
karjuna Bhavishyat purana acquired by Shanmukba 
the iswara shruti of the Haravatula." The gotras 
described as being of the Brahman, Kshatriy<!, 
Vaisya sub-divisions of the caste, and of 
Sudra caste:-

Anasu, ferrule. 
Anchu, edge or border. 
Arash:na, turmeric. 
Are, Sauhillia raetmosa. 
AiYa, venerable. 

Giilras. 

Banaju, trade or painted 
1roOden toys. 

Bandi, cart. 
Banni, Prt}so/,is spicigera. 
Bas:ui, fi g trc:e. 
Benne, butter. 
Bile, white. 
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Go/ras-cont. 

Gaduge, throne. 
Gauda, headman. 

Gikkili, rattle. 

Gorige, c.,Jamflpsis jS01'-

aliaides. 
GuJlu, Solanmll jet'o."C. 
Gundu, cannon-ball. 

Halige, plank. 

Riilu, milk. 

Heggu, napc of the l1(:ck. 
• Hemme, vanity. 

Hittu, flour. 

Han, gold. 

Hullu, grass. 

1 me, eyelid. 
In, sweet. 

Inichi, squirrel. 

Irani, earthen vessel used 

at marriageR. 

Jiili, Acacia ambita. 

,Iirige, cummin set!d. 

Jlva, tife. 

Junju, cock's comb. 

Kndi, blade of grass. 
Kiit ige, collyrium. 

Kadle (BengaI3ram, Citer 
arielilll(m). • 

Kiidu, wild. 
Kakke, Cassia .Fistula. 
Kamadi, tortoise. 

Ka mi, rope. ' 

Katte, embankment. 

Ken, red. 

Kenja, red ant. 

Kere, tank. 
K.esari, lion. 

Kinkila, Indian cuckoo, 

Eudynamis lwtllm:ta. 

K.oti, dagger. 

K udure, horse. 

hU11te, pond. 

K urivi, sparrow. 

Mallige, Jasmine. 
Maralu. sand . 

Menasu, pepper or chillies. 

i\1idichi, locust. 

Mini, leather rope 

Muchchu, broken rice. 
Mliddu, kiss or love. 

Mull11, thorn. 

Naga, snake. 

Nellll, unhllsked rice. 
Parama, hlghest. 

Raksha, protecting. 

Ramo.. lovely. 

Rikki, feather? 

Salige, wire. 

Sampige, Michelia 
paca. 

Sam sara, family. 

Sara, string. 

Sindhu, sea or flag? 

Swarabha, sound. 

Tikke, gem. 

Uttama, best. 

Van kit a.rmlet. 
Vatte, camel. 

Cham-

of the above names also occur as exogamous 
or sub-divisions of other Canarese or Telugu 
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Arashina, turmeric. Agasa, Kuruba, Odde. 
Bandi, cart. Kapu, Kavarai, Kuruba, Kuravan, 

Mala, Odd6. Yanadi. . 
HaIu, milk. Holeya, Kuruba, Vakkaliga. 
Hon, gold. Kuruba, Odde. 
Jirige, cummin. Kuruba. 
Kudure, horse. Vakkaliga. 
Mallige, Malli, or Mallela, jasmine. Holeya, 

Kamma, KUfuba, Kuravan, Madiga, Mala, Odde, 
Tsakala. 

Menasu, pepper or chillies. Kuruba. . 
Sampigi or Sampangi, M£cltelz"a ChamjJaca. Odde. 
Kuruba.~ Though plucky in hunting bears and 

leopards, the Kurubas at Hospet were exceedingly 
fearful of myself and my methods, and were only partially 
ingratiated by an offer of a money prize at one of the 
wrestling combats. in which they delight, and of which I 
had a private' exhibition. The \uestlers, some of whom 
were splendid specimens of muscularity, had, I noticed, 
the moustache clipped short, and hair clean shaved at 
the back of .ute head, so that there was none for the 
adversary to grip. One man, at the entreaties of n 
angry spouse, was made to offer up the sih'er coin. 
presented by me in return for the loan of his body for 
measurement, as bad money at the shrine of U dachallama, 
together with two annas of his own as a peace-offering 
to the goddess. The wives of two men (brothers), who 
came to me for measurement, were left sobbing in the 
village. One, at the last moment, refused to undergo 
the operation, on the principle that one should be taken, 
and the other left. A man was heard, at question 
time, to mutter" \Vhy, when we are hardworking and 
poor, do we keep our hair, while this rich and lazy Sahib 
has gone ba.ld?" Another (I belie e, the tame village 
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lunatic) was more complimentary, and exclaimed H vVe 
natives are the betel leaf and nut. You, Sir, are the 
chunam (hme), ,,,hich makes them perfect. ' 

Many of the Kurubas wear charms in the form of a 
string of black sheep's wool. or thread tied round the 
arm or neck, sometimes with sacred d. -hes wrapped 
inside, as a \ '0\\' to some minor deity, or a four anna 
piece to a su\?enor deity. A priest wore a necklet of 
rudraksha (l~'1(£otarpu5 D'am/nts) beads, and a silver 
box, contaii1ing thl:' material for making the sacred marks 
on the forehead, pendent frolll '1 loin string. H is child 
wore a sunilar ncckkt, a copper ornament engraved 
with C;:\ h8.E~tic \.In ices, amI silver plate bearing a 
figure of Hanuman, as <ll1 his other children had died, 
and a piece of pierced lJottery from the burial-ground, 
to ward off whooping-cough, suspended round the neck. 
In colour-scale the Kurubas vary enormously, from 
very dark to light brown. The possessor of the fairest 
skin, and the greatest development of adipose tissue, 
was a sub-magistrate, At Hospet, many had bushy 
mutton-chop whiskers. Thelr garments consisted of a 
tight fitting pair of short drawers, white turban, and 
black kambli (blanket), which does duty as overcoat, 
umbrella, and sack for bringing in grass from the 
outlying country. 

Some of the Kurubas are petty Iand-owners,.and raise 
crops of cholam (Andropogon Sorghum), rice, Hibisctts 
tannabimts, etc. Others are owners of sheep, shepherds, 
weavers, cultivators, and stone-masons, The manufac­
ture of coarse blankets for wearing apparel is, to a very 
large extent, carritd on by the Kurubas, In connection 

this industry, I may quote the following extracts 
my " Monograph on the woollcn fabric industry of 

Madras Presidency" (1898). 
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Bellary.-In the Bellary Manual (18(2), it is stated 
that /I cumblies are the great article of export, and the 
rugs made in the Kiidligi taluk are in great demand, and 
are sent to all parts of the country. They are manu­
factured of various qualities, from the coarse elastic 
cumbly used in packing raw cotton, price about six 
annas, to a fine kind of blanket, price Rs . . 6 to 8. In 
former times, a much finer fabric was manufactured from 
the wool of the lamb when six months old, and cumblies 
of this kind sold for Rs. 50 or Rs. 60. These are no longer 
made." Coarse blankets are at present made in 193 
villages, the weavers being mostly Kurubas, who obtain 
the wool locally, sun-dry it, and spin it into thread, which 
is treated with a watery paste of tamarind seeds. The 
weaving is carried out as in the case of an ordinary cotton 
cloth, the shuttle being a piece of wood hollowed out on 
one side. Inside the ruined Maratha fort at Sandur 
dwells a colony of Kurubas, whose profession is blanket­
weaving. The preliminary operations are performed by 
the women, and the weaving is carried out by the men, 
who sit, each in his own pit, while they pass the shuttle 
through the warp with repeated applications of tamarind . 
paste from a pot at their side. 

l( urnool.-Blankets are manufactured in 39 villages. 
Sheep's wool is beaten and cleaned, and spun into yarn 
with hand spindles. In the case of the mutaka, or coarse 
cumblies used by the poorer classes, the thread used for 
the warp is well rubbed with a gruel made of tamarind 
seeds before being fitted up in the 100m, which is 
generally in the open air. In the case of jadi, or 
cumblies of superior quality used as carpe~s, no gruel is 
used before weaving. But, when they are taken off the 
loom, the we~l rers spread them out tight on a country 
cot, pour boiling' water over them. and rub them weU 
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with their hands, until the texture becomes thick and 
smooth . 

Kz'stna.-Both carpets and blankets are made at 
Masulipatam, and blankets only, to aeons ' derable 
extent, in the Gudivada tal uk. The Tahsildar of 
N uzvid, in several villages of which taluk the bJanket­
weaving industry is carried on, gives me the following 
note. The sheep, of which it IS intended to shear the 
wool, are first bathed before shearing. If the wool is 
not all of the same colour, the several colours are picked 
out, ·and piled up separately. This being done, each 
separate pile is beaten, not as a whole, but bit by bit, 
with a light stick of finger thickness. Then the clean­
ing process is carried out, almost in the way adopted 
by cotton-spinners, but with a smaller bow. Then the 
wool is spun i~to yarn with the help of a thin short piece 
of stick, near the bottom of which a small flat, circular 
or square weight of wood or pot-stone (steatite) is ' 
attached, so as to match the force of the whirling given 
to the stick on the man's thigh. After a quantity of 
yarn has been prepared, a paste is smeared over it, to 
stiffen it, so that it can be easily passed through the 
loom. The paste is prepared with kajagaddalu, or 
tamarind seeds, when the former is not available. 
Kajagaddalu is a weed with a bulbous root, sometimes 
as Jarge as a wa~er-melon. The root is boiled in water, 
and the thin coating which covers it removed while it is 
still hot. The root is then reduced to a pulp by beating 
in a mortar with frequent sprinkling of water. The pulp 
is mixed with water, to make it sticky, and applied to 
the yarn. Tamarind seeds are split in two, and soaked 

water for several hours. T he outer coating then 
detached, and is removed. The seeds are 

into a fine flour, and builed until this acquires 
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the necessary consistency. They are then made into a 
paste with water, and applied to the yarn. 

Madzera.-Coarse blankets are manufactured to a 
small extent by Kuruba women in twenty-two villages 
of the Melur, Dindigul, and Palni taluks. 

I n the province of M ysore, parts of Chitaldrug and 
the town of KoJar are noted for the manufacture of a 
superior kind of blanket, of fine texture like homespun, 
by Kurubas The wool is spun by the women. 

By one section of the Kurubas, called Sunnata or 
Vasa (new) only white blankets are said to be made. 

The pe'rsonal names of Kurubas are derived from 
their gods, Basappa, Lingappa, N arasimha, H uliga, 
etc. , with Ayya, Appa, or Anna as affixes. An educa­
tional officer tells me that, when conducting a primary 
examination, he came across a boy named Mondrolappa 
after Sir Thomas Munro, who still lives in the affections 
of the people. 

" It has," Mr. H. A. Stuart writes,* "been suggested 
that· the name Kuruba is a derivative of the Canarese 
root kuru, sheep (if. Tamil kori); but it has been 
objected to this that the Kurumbas were not original1y 
a purely shepherd tribe, and it is contended that the 
particular kind of sheep called kori is so called because 
it is the sheep of the Kurumbas. Again, the ancient 
lexicographer of the Tamil language, Pingala Muni, 
defines Kurumban as Kurunila Mannar, or petty chief­
tains. But the most common derivation is from the 

. Tamil kurumbu, wickedness, so that Kurumban means 
a wicked man. \Vith this may be compared the deri­
vation of Kallan from kalavu, theft, and the Kallans 
are now generally believed to have been closeJy 

• Manual of the North Aleot district. 
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connected 
Kurumbas, 

with, if not identical with the origin,al 
On the other hand. the true derivation 

may be in the other direction, as in the case of the 
Sc1ars, The lanrruacrc of the Kurumbas is a dialect b I~ 

of Canarcsc, and not of Tamil, as stated by Bishop 
Caldwell. It rcsem bles the old Canarese," Concerning 
the affinities of the Kurubas, 1\11'. Stuart states that 
"they a~e the modern represen tatives of the ancient 
Pallavas, who were once so powerful in Southern India, 
I n the seven th century, the power of the Pallava kings 
seems to have been at its zenith, though very little trace 
of their greatness now remains; but, SOOI1 after this, the 
Kongu, Chola, and Chalukya chiefs succeeded in win­
ning several victories over them, and the final overthrow 
of the Kurumba sovereignty was effected by the Chula 
King Adondai about the eighth century A. D" and the 
Kurumbas were scattered far and wide, Many fled 
to the hills, and, in the Nilgiris and Wynad, in Coorg 
and Mysore, representatives of this ancient race are now 
found as wild and uncivilised tribes," Let me call 
anthropometric evidence, and compare the Kurubas of 
Mysore and Bel1ary with the jungle Kurumbas of the 
Nilgiris and the allied Kadirs and Mala Vedars, by 
means cf the two important physical characters, stature 
and nasal index, 
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In this table, the wide gap which separates the 
domesticated Kurubas of the Mysore Province and the 
adjacent Dellary district from the conspicuously platyrhine 
and short-statured Kurumbas and other jungle tribes, 
stands out prominently before anyone who is accus~ 
tomed to deal on a large scale with bodies and noses. 
And I confess that I like to regard the Yurumbas, 
Mala Vedars, Kadirs, Paniyans, and other aJ1i€(d tribes 
of short !->tature with broad noses as the most archaic 
existing inhabitants of the south of the Indian penin­
sula, and as having dwelt in the jungles, unclothed, 
and living ' on roots, long before the seventh century. 
The question of the connection between Kurubas and 
Kurumbas is further discussed in the note on the latter 
tribe. 

The popular tradition as to the origin of the caste is 
as follows. Originall) the Kurubas were Kapus. Their 
ancestors were Masi Reddi and ~ilamma, who lived on 
the eastern ghats by selling- firewood, and had six sons. 
Taking pity on their poverty, Siva came begging to 
their house in the disguise of a Jangam, and gave 
Nilamma some sacred ashes, while promising pros­
perity through the birth of another son, who was called 
U ndala Padmanna. The family became prosperous 
through agriculture. Dut, unlike his six brothers. 
U ndala Pad manna nevef went out to work in the fields. 
They accordingly contrived to get rid of him by asking 
him to set fire to some brushwood concealing a white­
ant hill, in the hope that the snake within it would kill 
him. But, instead of a snake, an innumerable host 
of sheep appeared. Frightened at the sight of these 
strange black beasts, U ndala Padmanna took to Us 
heels. Rut Siva appeared, and told him that they were 
created for his livelihood, and that he should rear them, 
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and live by their milk. He taught him how to milk the 
sheep and boil the milk, and sent him to a distant town, 
which was occupied by Rakshasas. to fetch fire. There 
the giants were keeping in bondage a Brahman girl, 
who fell in Io\"e with Unrlala Padmanna. They managed 
to escape from the clutches of the Rakshasas byarrang­
ing their beds O\'er deep pits, which were dug for their 
destruction. To save her lover, the girl transformed 
him into a lizard. She tben went with him to the place 
where his flock was, and IJ ndala Padmanna married a 
girl of his own caste, and had male offspring by her as 
wpll as thp. Rr~ I1man. At the n1clrriagc of these sons, a 
thread kankanam (bracelet) was tied to the wrist of the 
caste woman's offspring, and a woollen kankanam to that 
of the Brahman girl's sons. The sons of the former 
were, therefore, called Atti (cotton) Kankanadavaru, and 
those of the latter U nni (wooIIen) Kankanadavaru. The 
latter are considered inferior, as they are of hybrid 
ongm. A third sub-division is that of the Ande Kuru­
bas, named after the small vesseJ (ande) used in milking 
goats. In a note on the Kurubas of Alur, Thikka, 
meaning a simpleton, is given as the name of an import- · 
ant division. It is noted in the Mysore Census Report, 
1901, that the Kurubas have not taken kindly to educa­
tion, and are by nature so simple that Kuruba has, in 
some places, become a byword for a simpleton. The 
Kurubas are also known as Halu Mata, or milk caste, 
as they believe that they were created out of milk by 
Revana Siddeswara. I n Hindustani they are called 
Dhangars, or rich people. Some, in spite of their 
poor dress and appearance, are well-to-do. At the 
Madras census, I g0 I , Kavadiga, Kumpani, and Rayar­

(Raja's clan) were returr~ed by some metnbers . 
the community. In l\lysore, the Kurubas are 
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said * to be divided into Hande Kurubas and Kurubas 
proper, who have no intercourse with one another 
The latter worship Bire Devaru, and are Saivites. 
According £0 another account, the Halu Kurubas of 
Mysore It,.ie sub-divisions according to the day of the 
week, on which they offer puja to their god, e.g., Aditya 
Vat-ada (Sunday), Brihaspati Varada (Thursday), Soma 
Varada (Monday). 

"The Kurubas," Mr. H. A. Stuart writes. Ie are 
again sub-divided into clans or gumpus, each having a 
headman or guru called a gaudu, who gives his name 
to the clan. ' And the clans are again sub-divided into 
gotras or septs, which are mostly of totemistic origin. 
and retain their totemistic character to this day. The 
Arisana gotram is particularly worthy of notice. The 
name means saffron (turmeric), anJ this was originally 
taboo; but, as this caused inconvenience, the korra 
grain has been substituted, although the old name of 
the sept was retained." 

E.1,:{)gaflll}fiS seffs. 

Agni, fire. 

Alige, drum. 

Andara, booth. 

.Ane, elephant. 

Arashina or Arisana, tur-
merie. 

Arathi, wave olTering. 
Ari, ebony. 

Ariya, noble. 

Avu, snake. 

l3andi, cart. 
Banni (Pr?s?jis spidgera). 

nasalt'! (BaJdla rubra). 

Ratlu, cup. 
Belata (Fertmia dej/tanlum). 
Belli, silver. 
Belu (£g/e .M'armdos) . 
Bende (Hibiscus escll/elllus). 

Benise, flint. 
Bevu or Bevina (Alelia 

Azadiraclsfa). 

Binu, roll of woollen thread. 
Bola, bangle. 
Chandra, moon. 
Chelu, scorpion. 
Chilla (Stryclmos potalorum~ 

Chinna or Sinnata, gold. 

• Mysore Census Report, 1901. 



KURUBA 

Ex.ogam(JI!S sepls-conL 

Deva, 3. tree. 
Emmt'. huffn 10. 

(;;tli, dCI i1. 

Cauda. heac1ll1an. 
GuliIlJi. pick-axe. 
Halu, milk. 

Hattl. hl1t. 

H ()1l11Un,;ara. !;!old J"Ing. 

lbahirc, t()j"wi,c:. 

lrula .. darkness. 

Iruvu. IJlack allt. 

Jdaktlppn. [l fish. 

Jilige, cumm;ll. 

JIvala., an insc:ct. 
Kalle, henb:Li gram. 
l~anchl.\, bell-melal. 
K avada, coloured border 

of a cloth. 

.Kombu, Rtil.k. 

Kori. blanket. 

Mana, measure. 

Malli, jasmine. 

Menusu, pepper. 
,\1 inchu. metal toe-ring. 

!llist!. moustache-. 

Mut-;ga. loom. 

Murru, pearl. 

Nali, bamhoo tube. 

]\';jyi. dut:.. 

Othu, goat. 
l'ulla, ant·hill ; snake hole. 

Ratna. precious stones. 
Samanti or Savanti (CIl ,-y-

Sllll tl.e1l11tnt). 

'-iamc (.Jlillet: .l'anicu1ll11lilinre). 
~am\ldra, o('call. 

Sankhu, conch-shell. 

SarigL:, lace. 
Surya, sun. 
Thupp~, clarified bu~ter. 

Turaka, Muhammadan . 

C ngara, ring. 

Uppiri, earth-salt. 

The titles of members of the caste are Gauda or 
Heggade, and the more prosperous go by the name 
of Kaudikiaru, a corruption of Gaudikiaru. Many, at 
the present day, have adopted the title N ayakkan. 
Some are called Gorava Vandlu. 

According to Mr. Stuart, It each community of 
Kurubas, residing in a group of villages, has a headman 
or Gaudu. He acts the part of pujari or priest in all 
their ceremonies, presides over their tribal meetings, 
and settles disputes. He is paid four annas, or, as they 
call it, one ruka per house per annum. He is a strict 
vegetadan, and will not eat with other .I{urubas." The 
headman or guru of the caste in Bellary goes by the 
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name of Revana Siddeswara, and he wears the Jingam, 
and follows the Ling?yat creed. Sometimes he dines 
with his people, and, on these occasions, new cooking 
pots must be used. He exercises the power of infl ict­
ing fines, excommunicating those who have had illicit 
intercourse with Boyas, Muhammadans, and others, 
etc. The Kurubas in BeJJary and Anantapur are sa'a 
to pay three pies to their guru for every blanket which 
they sell. The name of the tribal headman at A,lur 
is Kattaiyintivadu, i .(!., shed with a pial or ra1sed 

verandah in fron t of it. Among both Kurubas and 
Bedars, a special builciing, built by public subscription, 
and called the katta-illn or chavacli. is set apart for 
council meetings, at which tribal affairs are discussed 
and decided. 

When a girl reaches puberty, she is kept in a corner 
of the house for eight d~ys. On the ninth day she 
bathes, and food is taken to her by an old woman of the 
house. Kuruba womcn are invited to he present in the 
evening. The girl, covered with a blanket, is seated 
on a raised place. Those assembled thro\v rice over 
her feet, knees. shoulders, and head, and into her lap. 
Coloured turmeric and lime water is then waved three 
or five times round her, and ravikes (body-cloths) are 
presented to her. 

The following account of the marriage ceremonial 
was recorded in Western Bellary. When a marriage 
has been settled between the parents of the young 
people, visits are exchanged by the two families. On a 
fixed day, the contracting couple sit on a blanket, at the 
bride's house, and five women throw rice over five parts 
of the body as at the menstrual ceremony. Betel leaves 
and areca-nuts arc placed before them, of which the first 
portion is set apart for the god Birappa, the second for 
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the Gauda, another for the house god, and so on up to 
the tenth. A general distribution then takes place. 
The ceremony, \\'hich is called sakshi vilya or witness 
betel-leaf, is brought to a conclusion by waving in front 
of the couple a brass vessel, over the mouth of which 
five betel leaves and a balI of ashes are placed. They 
then prostrate themselves before the guru. For the 
marriage ceremony, the services of the guru, a ] angam, 
or a Brahman priest, are called into requisition. Early 
on the wedding morning, the bridal couple are anointed 
and washed. A space. called the irani square, is marked 
out by placing ~1 the fi)IJr corner~ a pot filled with water. 
Round each pot a cotton thread is wound five times. 
Similar thread is also tied to the milk-post of the 
marriage pandal (booth), which is made of plpal (Fz'cus 
1-elz~fiosa) wood. vVithin the square a pestle, painted 
with red and wbite stripes, is placed, on which the bride 
and bridegroom, 'with two young girls, seat themselves. 
R ice is thrown over them, and they are anointed and 
washed. To each a new cloth is given, in which they 
dress themselves, and the wrist-thread (kankanam) is 
tied on all four. Presents are given by relations, and 
arathi (red water) is waved round them. The bride­
groom is decorated with a bashingam (chaplet of 
flowers), and taken on a bull to a Hanuman shrine along 
with his best man. Cocoanuts, camphor, and betel are 
given to the priest as an offering to the god. Accord­
ing to another account, both bride and bridegroom go 
to the shrine, where a matron ties on their foreheads 
chaplets of flowers, pearls, etc. At the marriage house 
a dais has been erected close to t he milk-post, and 
covered with a blanket, on which a mill-stone and basket 
filled with cholum (Andropogon Sorghum) are placed. 

bridegroom, standing with a foot on the stone and 
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the bride with a foot 0 11 the basket, the gold tali, after 
it has been touched by five married women, is tied round 
the bride's neck by the officiating priest, while ~hose 
assembled throw rice over the happy pair, and bless 
them. According to another version, a bed-sheet is 
interposed as a screen, so that the bride and bridegroom 
cannot see each other. On the three following days, 
the newly-married couple sit on the blanket, and rice is 
thrown over them. In Western Bellary, the bridegroom, 
on the t hird day, carries the bride on his waist to 
H anuman t,empIe, where ma:-ried women throw rice over 
them. On the fifth morning, they are once more 
anointed and washed within the irani square, 'and, 
towards evening. the bride's father hands her over to her 
husband, saying ,I She was till this time a member of my 
sept and house . Now I hand her over to your sept and 
house." On the night of the sixth day, a ceremony 
called booma idothu (food placing ) is performed. A 
large metal vessel (gangalam) is filled with rice, ghi 
(clarified butter), curds, and sugar. Round this some of 
the relations of the bride and bridegroom sit, and finish 
off the food. The number of those who partake thereof 
must be an odd one, and they must eat the food as 
quickly as possible. If anything goes wrong with them, 
while eating or afterwards, it is regarded as an omen 
of impending misfortune. Some even consider it as an 
indication of the .It:>ad character of the bride. 

Concerning the marriage ceremony of the Kllrubas 
of North Arcot, Mr. Stuart writes as follows. H As a 
preliminary to the marriage, the bridegrrom's father 
ob~erves certain marks or curls on the head of the pro­
posed bride. Some of these are believed to forebode 
prosperity. and others only misery to the family. into 
which the girl enters. They are, thf!refore, very cautious 
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in selecting only such girls as possess curls (suli) of 
good fortune. This curious custom, obtaining among 
this primit ive tribe, is obseJ"Yed by others only in the 
case of the purchase of cuws, b'Jlb, and horses. One of 
tbe good curls is the bashingam found on the forehead; 
and the bad ones are the pcyanikallu at the back of the 
head, amI the edirsuJi ncar the right temple. But 
widowers seeking for wives are not generally particular 
in this respect. [As bad curb are supposed to cause 
the death of the man who is their possessor, she i!->, I 
am informed, married to a widov. cr.] The marriage is 
<.:elcbr:lted in the bridegroom's house, and, if the bride 
beI011gs to a different village, she is escorted to that of the 
bridegroom, and is made to wait in a particular spot 
outside it, selected for the occasion. On the first day of 
the marriage, puma kumbam, a small decorated vessel 
containing milk or ghi, with a two-anna piece and 
a cocoanut placed on the betel leaf spread over the 
mouth of it, is taken by the bridegroom's relations 
to meet the bride's party. There the distribution. of 
pan supari takes place, and both parties return to the , 
village. Meanwhile, the marriage booth is erected, 
and twelve twigs of naval (Eugenia ja'mbolana) are 
tied to the twelve pillars, the central or milk post, under 
which the bridal pair sit, being smeared with turmeric, 
and a yellow thread being tied thereto. At an aus­
picious hour of the third day, the couple are made to 
sit in the. booth, the bridegroom facing the east, and the 
bride facing west. O n a blanket spread near the kum­
bam, 2! me~sures of rice, a tali or bottu, one cocoanut, 
betel leaf and camphor are placed. The Gaudu places 
a ball of vibhuti (sacred ashes) thereon, breaks a cocoa­

and worships the kumbam, while camphor is burnt. 
Gaudu next takes the tali, blesses it, and gives it 
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to the bridegroom, who ;ics it round the bride's neck. 
The Gaudu then, throwing rice on the heads of the 
pair, "recites a song, in which the names of 'Various 
people are mentioned. and concluding I Oh ! happy girl i 
Oh! prosperous girl; Basava has come; remove your 
veil.' The girl then removes her veil, and the men 
and women assembled throw rice on the heads of the 
bridal pair. The ends of their garments are then tied 
together, and two girls and three boys are made to 
eat out of the plates placed before the married couple. 
A feast to all their relations completes the ceremony. 
The Gaudu l:eceives zi measures of rice, five handfuls 
of nuts and betel leaf, and twelve saffrons (pieces of 
turmeric) as his fee. Even though the girl has attained 
pube "ty, the nuptial ceremony is nN coincident with 
the wedding, but is ccjebrated a few months later." 
In like manner, among the Kammas. Gangimakkulu, 
and other classes, consummation does not take place 
until three months after the marriage ceremony, as 
it is considered unlucky to have three heads of a family 
in a household during the first year of marriage. Dr 
the delay, the birth of a child should take place only 
in the second year, so that, during the first year, 
there will be only t\\"o hea.ds, husband and wife. At 
a marriage among the Kurubas of the Madura distriCt. 
a chicken is waved in front of the contracting couple, 
to avert the evil eye. The maternal uncle's consent to 
a marriage is necessary, and, at the wedding, he kads 
the bride to the pandal. A Kuruba may, I am in­
formed, marry two sisters, either on the death of one 
of them, or if his first wife has no issue, or sutIers 
from an incurable di~easc. Some twenty years ago, 
when an un mar ied Kuruba girl was taken to a temple, 
to be initiated as a Bas~vi (dedicated prostitute). the 

IV-to B 
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caste men prosecuted the father as a protest against the 

practice. 
In the North Arcot district, according to Mr. Stuart, 

/I the mother and child remain in a separate hut for 
the first ten clays after delivery. On the eleventh day, 
all the Kuruba [('males of the village bring each a pot 
of hot water. and bathe the mOlher and child. Betel 
and nuts are distributed, and all the people of the vil­
lage eat in the mother's house. On the next markt't­
day, her husb,mel, with some of his male friends, got's 
to a neighbnurmg market, unci consults with a Korava 
or Yerukala what name i~ to be g jven to the child, and 
the name he nwntiollC:; jc:; t1'en giyen to it," In a case 
which came before the police in the I3ellary district in 
1907, a woman complained that her infant child had 
been taken away, and concealed in the house of another 
\-\loman, who was pregnant. The exph.nation of the 
abduction was that there is a belief that, if a pregnant 
woman keeps a baby in her bed, she will have no diffi­
culty at the time of delivery. 

Remarriage of v,:ido",'s is permitted. The cere­
mony i's performed in a temple or dark room, and the 
tali is tied by a widow, a woman dedicated to the deity, 
or a Dasayya (mendicant) of their own caste. Accord­
ing- to another account, a widow is not allowed to wear 
a tali, but is presented with a cloth. Hence widow 
marriage is called ire U diki. Children of widows are 
married into families in which no widow remarriage has 
t'dken place, and are treated like ordinary members of 
the community, 

In \Vestern Bellary I ga.thered that the dead are 
burjed, those who have been married with the f; ce 

,others with the face downwards. !fhe grave 
north and south, and the head is placed to the 
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south. Earth IS thrown into the gril ve by relations 
before it is filled in. A mound is rai .... ed over it, ( rid 
three stones are set up, ov(~r the head, navel, and 
feet. The eldest son of the deceased places on his left 
shoulder a pot filled witb water, in the bottom of 
which three small holes are made, through which the 
water escapes. Proceeding from the spot beneath 
which the head rests, he walks round the grave, and 
then drops the pot so that it falls on the mound, 
and goes home without looking back. This ceremony 
is a very important one with buth Kurubas and Bedars. 
111 the absence of a direct heir, he ~ ho carries the pot 
claims the property of the deceased, and is considered 
to be the inheritor thereof. F or the propitiation of 
ancestors, cooked rice and sweetmeats, with a new 
turban and cloth or petticoat, according to the sex of 
the deceased, are offered up. ./\ncestors who died child­
less, unless the) left fJroperty, do not receive homage. 
It is noted, in the Bellary Ca7etteer, that I. an unusual 
rite is in some cases observed after deaths, a pot of 
water' being wor:3hipped in the house on the eleventh 
day after the funeral, and taken the next morning and 
emptied in some lonely place. The ceremony is named 
the calling back of the dead, but its real significance 
is not cJear." 

Of the death ceremonies in tbe North Arcot district, 
Mr. Stuart writes that 1/ the SOI1, or, in his absence, a 
near relative goes round the grave three times, carrying 
a pot of water, in which he makes a hole at each round. 
On the third round he throws down the pot, and returns 
home straight, without turning his face towards the 
direction of the grave. F or three days, the four carriers 
of the bier are not a(lmitted into lheir houses, but 
. they are fed at the COst of the de.ceased's heir. On the 
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the third day, cooked rice, a fowl and water are taken to 
the buriill -ground, and placed near the grave, to be eaten 

• by the spirit of the dead. The son. and all his relations, 
return home, beating- on their mouths. Pollution is 
observed for ten days, and, on the eleventh day, sheep 
and fowls are killed, and H grand feast is given to the 
r urumbas of the vilJage. Before the feast commences, 

• 
a leaf containing food is placed in a corner of the house, 
and worshipped. Thi~ is removed on the next morning, 
and placed over the roof, w be eaten by crows. If the 
deceased be a male. the gla::.s bangles worn by hi'S wife 
on her right arm are broken on th~ srtn,f> delY." 

The patron saint of the I{urubas is Birappa or 
Biradevaru , and the) ""ill not ride on horses or ponies, 
as these are the vehicles of the god. But they worship, 
in addition, \'arious minor deities, e.g., Uligamma, 
l\1aUappa, Anthargattamma, Kencharaya, and have their 
house gods, who are worshIpped either by a house or 
by an entire exogan,ous sept. In some places, Mari-
amma and Sunkulamma are worshipped on Tuesday and 
Friday, and the sheep and other offerings are die per­
'rJu isite 01 Buyas, Malas, and l\Iadigas. Some families of 
Kuruba Dasaris reverence a goddess called Hombalamma, 
who is worshipped secretly by a pujari (priest) at dead 
of night. Everything used in connection with the rite 
is buried or otherwise disposed of before morning. The 
Kurubas show reverence for the jammi tree (Prosopis 
spt"cigtwa) and ashwatham (Ft"cus relt.'gt"osa) by not cutting 
them. It was noticed by Mr. F. Fawcett that, at the 
temples of the village goddesses Wannathamma and 

, Durgamma in the Bellary district. an old Kuruba womarl 
perfOrl!lS the daily worship. In the mantapam of the 

Ie at Lepakshi, in the Anantapur district, "is the 
figure of a man lc:aning his chin upon his 



hands, which is said to represent a Kuruba who once acted 
as mcdiator bet\\ecn the builder of the temple and his 
workmen in a dispute about wages. The image is stiR . 
bathed in oil, and wor:ihipped by the local Kurubas, who 
are proud of the important part played by their caste­
man,". In Mysorc, the Kurubas are said to worship 
a box, which they believe contains the wearing apparel 
of Krishna under the name of ] unjappa. One of the 
goddesses worshipped by the Kurubas is named Kelu 
Devaru or Mane Hennu Dcvaru, the pot or household 
deity. She i'j worshipped annually ilt the Dasara festjval, 
and, on occasions of marriage, just before the tali is tied. 
The pot is made by a Kumbara (potter), who is wen 
paid for his work. During its manufacture, he has to 
take only one meal daily, and to avoid pollution of all 
kind~. The clay <;hould be kneaded with the hands, and 
wetted with milk, milk of tender cocoanuts, and water .. 
vVhen at wOlk on it, the potter should close his mouth 
with a bandage. so that his breath may not defile the 
pot .. The Kurubas who are settled in the Madura 
district reverence Vim Lakkamma (Lakshmi) as their 
family deity, and an interesting feature in connection 
with the worship of their goddess is that cocoanuts are 

. broken on the head of a special Kuruba, who becomes 
po sessed by the deity. 

The Kurubas are ancestor worshippers, and many 
of them have in their po~session golden discs calJed 
hitharadha tali, with the figures of one or more human 
beings stamped on them. The discs are made by 
AkasaJes (goldsmiths), who stamp them from steel 
dies. They are either kept in the ' house, or worn 
round the neck by women. If the deceased wa.s a 

• G~tteer of lho Ananlapur district. 



jn the co ll11unity, a lars plate;5 sub tituted 

a disc. . _. 
C ncen illg the religion of the I'uruhas, Mr. 1, ranClS 

s foUQws. .. The most str'kin I oint ahout the 
1Ii&.'t:a:;l~ is its strong leaning toward the Lingap~t faith. 

ost everywh~re, J angams are called in as pr.iests,· 
IIIfh'.GU.\.i a1lc iance to the Ling-a at maths (religious institll­

is acknowledged, and in places (J amalapuram for 
pIe), the ceremonies at weddincrs and funerals have 
greatly .modified in the direction of the Ljngayat 

" In the North Arcot district, the Gaudu is 
with the custody of a olden image rcpresen~-

the 'hero of the clan, and keeps it carefu 11y in a 
I boo filled with turmeric powd r. There' r . a () 

images set up in temples built [or the purpose. 
a year, . evera] neighbouring clans ' assemble at 

of their bigger temples, which is lighted with ghi. 
placing their images in a row, offer to them flowers, 

IlBUI;Vi:·U1uts, milk, etc., but they do not slay any victim. 
tHe last day of their festival, the Kurumbas take a 

worship a bull, and break cocoanuts upon the 
of pGjaris who ha'\te an hereditary right to this 

and upon the head of the sacred bull. Some 
bas do not aclnpt this ~.pparently inhuman practice .. 
i or p1-iest, supposed to have some supernatural 
officiates, and begins by breaking a few nuts on 

." ........... .... of thos nearest to him, and then the rest go 
the fragments belonging by right to those whose 

-have crac1'eCl them, and who value the pieces as 
morsels of food. For a month before this cere­
all the people have taken no meat and for tljree 

pujaris have 1 ived on fruits and milk alone. .A 





the feast, therefore, aU indulge in rather utlllJlOlaellll 

eating, but drink no liquor, calling excitedly upon 
particular god to grant tnem a prosperous year. 
temples of this caste are usually rather .extensive. tKUt~ 
rude, low structures, resembling an enclosed ma~nti.uq. 

supported 'upon rough stone pillars, with a small in 
sbrine, where the idols are placed during festival time 
A wall of stone encloses a considerable space round 
temple, and this is covered with small structures formeq 
of four flat stones, thre being the walls, and the fourth 
the roof. The stone facing the open side has a figure 
sculptured upon it, representing the deceased Gaudu, or 
plijari, to whom it is dedicated. For each person of 
rank one of these monuments is constructed, and here 
periodically, and always during the annual feasts, piija 
is made not only to the spirits of the deceased chiefs, 
but also to those of all who have died in the clan. It 
seems impossible not to connect this with those strange 
structures called by the natives Pandava's temples. They 

u 
are n.umerous where the Kurumbas are now found, and 
are known to have been raised over the dead. Though 
the Kurumbas bury, they do not now raise their monp­
ments over the resting place of the corpse. Nor 
they build them upon anything approaching to 
gigantic scale of the ancient kistvaen or dolmen.". 
was noted by a correspondent of the Indian Antiquary t 
that, in the Kaladgi 'district,' he "came across the 
tomb of a Kuruba only four years old. It was a com­
plete miniature dolmen about eighteen inches every 
way, composed of four stones, one at each side, one at tile 
rear, and a cap-stone. The interior was occupied by two 
round stones about the size of a man's fist, painted 

• Manual of the North Arcot district. 



the deceased resting in his mother ~th below." 
open country near Kadur in Mysore, is a sbrme of 
Biradevaru, which consists of four stone pillars several 
feet in height surmounted by flat slabs as a cap-stone, 
within which the deity is represented by round stones, 
and stones with snakes carved on them are deposited. 
Within the Kuruba quarter of the town, the shrine of 
Antbargattamma is a regular Jolmen beneath amargosa 
(Melia A zad£rachta) tree, in which the goddess is 
repregented by rounded stones imbedded in a mound of 
earth. Just outside the same 'town, close to a pipal tree 
(Ficus religiosa) are two smaller dolmen-like structures 
containing stones It:l?resenting two Kuruba Dasaris, one 
it centenarian, who are buried there. 

/( The village of Maliar, in the Hadagalli taluk of 
the Bellary district, contains a Siva temple, which is 
famous throughout the district for an annual festival 
held there in the month of February. This festival has 
now dwindled more or less into a cattle fair. But the 
fame of the temple contin ues as regards the karanika. 

ich is a cryptic sentence uttered by a priest, containing 
'. J)IIfij)lttec::y of the prospect of the agricultural season of 

""UUJ.J'O year. The pujari ofthe temple is a Kuruba. 
in the temple lasts for ten days. On the last 
feast, the god Siva is represented as returning 
from the battlefield after having s'lain MalIa 

WWitH"il huge bow. He is met half-way from the field of 
.ul:lIHlwthe gQddess. The huge wooden bow is brought, 

on end before the god. The Kuruba prie 
the bow as it is held up by two assistants, 

gets on the shoulders of these men. In this 
he stands rapt in silence for a few minutes, 
in several directions. He then begins to quake 

quiver from head to foot. This is be sign of tJle 





Siva god possessing Il1m: ...... tJ_ '·l .. ~ 
divine afflatus upon him. A solemn silence 
assembly, for the time of the karanika has 
The shivering Kuruba utters a cryptic sentence, 
Akasakke sidlu bodiyuttu, or thunder struck the 
This is at once copied down, and interpreted as a 
prophecy that there will be much rain in the ye 
come. Thus every year, in the month of February, t 
karanika of MaiIar is uttered and copied, and kept 
in the district as a prophecy. This karanika pro,~"'" 
cation is also pronounced now at the Mallari 
in the Dharwar district, at Nerakini in the Aliir 
and at Mailar Lingappa in the Harapanahalli taJuk.". 

The rule of inheritance among the Kurubas is 
to differ very little from that current among Hindus, ~1" •. ~'IIn 
the' daughters, if the dece.ased has no son, share eq 
with the agnates. They belong to the right-hand 
tion, and have the privilege of passing through the 
bazars in processions. Some M udalis and ' N aidus ' 
said tq have no objection to eat, drink, and smoke wi1tt;~1 
Kurubas. Gollas and some inferior flesh-eating 
will also do so. 

Kuruhina Setti Viraisaivar.-A synonym 
Kurni. Kuruhina means literally a sign, mark, or token. 
Kuruvina Banajiga occurs as a synonym of Bilimagga. 

Kurukkal.-See Gurukkal (Brahman). 
Kurukula Vamsam.-The name, derived 

Kuru, the ancestor of the. Kauravas, assumed by .,.n ....... ; ·~'1D 

Pattanavans. 
Kurumba or Kuruman.-As bearing on the UI! ... ..:1~·._ 

puted question of the connection between the Kurum 
who dweJl in the jt.D1g1e, and the Kurubas (shepherdS 



who Jive in the plains and open country, 
may quote the evidence of various witnesses :­

Madras Census Report, 1891.-" The Kurumbas 
Kurrubas are the modern representatives of the 

r~DClient Kurumbas or Pallavas, who were once so power-
throughout Southern India, but very little trace of 

greatness now remains. In the seventh century, 
power of the Pal1ava kings seems to have been at 

zenith; but, shortly after this, the Kongu, Chola, and 
chiefs succeeded in winning several victories 

~"'It".r them. The final overthrow of the Kurumba 
was effected by the Chola king Adondai 

seventh or eighth century A.D., and the 
were scattered far and wide. Many fled to 

hills, and in the Nilgiris and the Wynad, in Coorg 
Mysore, representatives of this ancient race are now 

as wild and uncivilised tribes. Elsewhere the 
lIC·h'l'I .. rnbas are more advanced, and are usually shepherds, 

weavers of coarse woollen blankets." 
"Kuruman.-This caste is found in the Nilgiris 

the Wynad, with a slight sprinkling in the Nilambiir 
Attapadi hills in Malabar. Their principal occupa­

are wood-cutting, and the collection of forest 
The name is merely another form of Kurum-

but, as they differ from the ordinary Kurumbas, 
seemed better to show them separately. I think, 

that they were originally identical with the 
Kurumbans, and their present separation is 

the result of their isolation in the fastnesses of 
Western Ghats, to which their ancestors fled, or 

retreated after the downfall of the Kurumba 
The name Kurumbranad, a sub-division of 

~"'I.UGI, still bears testimony to their once powerful 
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adras Census Report, 1901-" Kllmllr.t. 

6P.-These two have always been treated as tJIf!~ 
Mr. Thurston (Madras Mus. Bull. II, I) 

( 

they are distinct. I have no new information, whtiefl~_ 
clearly decide the matter, but the fact seems to be 
Kurumban is the Tamil form of the Telugu or 
Kuruba, and that the two terms are applied to the 
caste according to the language in which it is rpfpn ___ 

to. 'There was no confusion 111 the abstraction 
between the two names, and it will be seen that 
is returned where Canarese and Telugu are spoken, anl:r~,. 
Kurumban where the vernacular is Tamil. There 
two sharply uefined bodies of Kurumbans-those WDO,:':i'ti 

live on the Nilgiri plateau, speak the Kurumba diale 
and are wild j unglemen; and those who live on the 
plains, speak Canarese, and are civilised." 

Mysore Census Report, I89I-" Kiidu Kuruba 
Kurumba.-The tribal name of Kuruba has been f"r'!:l._ 

to the primeval occupation of the race, viz., the 
of sheep, perhaps when pre-historic man rose to 
pastoral stage. The Uru or civilised Kurubas, who 
genuine tillers of the soil, and who are dotted over 
country in populous and thriving communities, and many., 
of whom have, under the present I Pax Br.· .. c: .... I .. "'~ 

further developed into enterprising tradesmen and 
lettered Government officials, are the very antipodes 
the Kadu or wild Kurubas or Kurumbas. The latteij 

like the Iruligas and Soligas, are the denizens of 
backwoods of the country, and have been 

sed under the aboriginal population. The 
of Kurumba is applied to certain clans 

the heights of the Nilgiris, who are 
it'.GItIC'() .. lOOts of ~ aboriginal Kadu Kuruba 
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W. R. King. Aboriginal Tribes of the Nilgiri 
Hills-" Kurumbas.-This tribe is of another race from 
the shepherd Kurumbas. The Nilgiri tribe have neither 
cattle nor sheep, and in language, dress, and customs, 
have no affinity whatever with their namesakes." 

G.Oppert. Original Inhabitants of India- "I{unt­
bas or Kurztmbas. - However separated from each other, 
and scattered among the Dravidian clans with whom 
they have dwelt, and however distant from one another 
they still live, there is hardly a province in the whole of 
Bharatavarasha which cannot produce, if not some living 
remnants of this race, at least some remains of past 
times which prove their presence. Indeed, the Kurum­
bas must be regarded as very old inhabitants of this land, 
who can contest with their Dravidian kinsmen the prior­
ity of occupation of the Indian soil. The terms Kuruba 
and Kurum ba are originally identical, though the one 
form is, in different places, employed for the other, and 
has thus occasionally assumed a special local meaning. 
Mr. H. B. Grigg appears to contradict himself when, 
while speaking of the Kurumbas, he says that 'in the 
luw country they are called Kurubas or Curubaru, and 
are divided into such families as Ane or elephant, Naya 
or dog, Male or hill Kurumbas.'* Such a distinction 
between mountain Kurumbas and plain Kurumbas can­
not be established. The Rev. G. Richter will find it 
difficult to prove that the Kurubas of Mysore are only 
called so as shepherds, and that no connection exists 
between these Kurubas and the Kurumbas. Mr. Lewis 
Rice calls the wild tribes as well as the shepherds Kuru­
bas, but seems to overlook the fact that both terms are 
identical, and refer to only the ethnological distinction." 

• Manual of the Nilgiri district. 
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The above extracts will suffice for the purpose of 
showing that the distinction between the jungle Kurum­
bas and the more civilised Kurubas, and their relationship 
to~ards each other, call for a 'permanent settlement.' 
And I may briefly place on record the results of anthro­
pometric observations on the jungle Kurumbas of the 
Nilgiris, and the domesticated Kurubas of Mysore and 
the Bellary district, whose stature and nasal index (two 
factors of primary importance) are compared with those 
of the jungle Paniyans of Malabar and Kadirs of the 
.Anaimalai mountains-

Stature. IN asal index. Nasal index. 
Average. Average. Maximum. 

em. 

Kurubas, Bellary 1627 74'9 92 

Kurubas, Mysore 163'9 73'2 86 

Kurumbas, Nilgiris 157"5 88'8 III 

Paniyans .. . 157'4 95' 1 108 

Kadirs 151 '7 89 lIS 

A glance at the above table at once shows that 
there is a closer affinity between the three dark-skinned, 
short, platyrhine jungle tribes, than between the jungle 
Kurumbas and the lighter-skinned, taller, and more 

leptorhine Kurubas . 
. The domesticated Kurubas are dealt with separately, 

and, in the remarks which follow, I am dealing solely 
with the jungle Kurumbas. 

The Kadu, or wild Kurumbas of Mysore are divided 
into "(a) Betta or hill Kurumbas, with sub-divisions 
called .Ane (elephant), Bevina (nim tree: Mel£a Azadi­
rachta), and Kolli (fire-brand)-a small and active race, 
capable of great fatigue, who are expert woodmen; (b) 
Jenu or h0uey Kurumbas, said to be a darker and 



K.t7RlTMBA OR 
K.t1RUMAN 

mferior race, who employ themselves in co]]ecting honey 
and bees-wax."" 

For the following note on the Kadu Kurumbas I am 
indebted to the M ysore Census Report, 189 I . (/ There 
are two clans among them, viz., Bettada and J enu. The 
former worship the forest deities Narali and Mastamma; 
eat flesh and drink liquor, a favourite beverage being 
prepared from ragi (Eleus£ne Coracana) flour. Some of 
their habits and customs are worth mentioning, as indicat­
ing their plane of civilization. They have two forms of 
marriage. One is similar to the elaborate ceremony 
among the Vakkaligas, while the other iR the simple one 

a formal exchange of betel leaves and areca nuts, 
which concludes the nuptials. The Kadu Kurubas can 
only cat meals prepared by members of the higher castes. 
During their periodical illnesses, the females live outside 
the limits of the Hadi (group of rude huts) for three 

And, in cases of childbirth, none but the wet 
B.:IlUIrse or other attendant enters the room of the confined 

_ oman for ten days. In cases of sickness, no medical 
ib,'C:atJrnent is resorted to; on the other hand, exorcisms, 

incantations, and animal sacrifices ,are more 
in vogue. The male's dress consists of either 

of cloth to cover their nudity, or a piece of coarse 
tied round the waist, and reaching to the knees. 
wear ornaments of gold, silver, or brass. They 

their own barbers, and use broken glass for razors. 
females wear coarse cloth four yards long, and have 
foreheads tattooed in dots of two or three hori­

lines, and wear ear-rings, glass bangles, and 
.~::es of black beads. Strangers are not allowed to 

their hadis or hamlets with shoes or slippers 
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In case of death. children are buried, whifst ,&d:~" 
burned. On the occurrence of any untoward 
the whole site is abandoned, and a new heidi set up 
the vicinity. The Kadu Kurubas are very active, ilUILIO". 

capable of enduring great fatigue. It is said that 
are revengeful, but, if treated kindly, they will do 
service. The Jenu Kurubas live in small detached J\lIIIraq •• 

in ~he interior of thick jungles, far away from !L' IUCl.UIIi~~~ 

places. Their habits are no less wild. The male 
consists of either a woollen kambli or coarse cloth, _~ ...... ,,'''' 
a skull cap. The female's sadi is white coarse 
their wonted' ornaments being a pair of brass ear 
strings of black beads tied round the neck, and 
bangles on the wrist. These people do not allp 
outcasts and M usalmans access to their premises, 
permit shoes being brought into their houses or !lltl'l~~\:;-.J 

They eat flesh, and take meals from Vakkaligas, 
gayats, and other superior castes. They subsist on un, _ _ 

bamboo seed, edible roots, etc., found in the jungle, ~ 
Jllixed with honey. They are said not 
to make a dessert out of bees in preference to .u.~ .... ~ 
ghi (clarified butter), etc. They are engaged chiefly 
felling timber in the forests, and other similar 
pursuits, but they never own or cultivate land for rrNa.,..._ " 

selves, or keep live-stock of their own. They are _,,..::!l. 
expert in tracking wild animals, and very skilfully 
accidental pursuits thereby. Their children, more 
two years old, move about freely in the jungle. 

said to be hospitable to travellers visiting 
ace at any unusual hour. They are 

J angams are their gurus. The ceremonial 
on account of death lasts for ten days, as 
BrAhmans. Children are buried, while adults, 

crcma,ted. A . of 



is that the unmarried females of the village or 
general1y sleep in a hut or cha.vadi set apart for 

hem, whilst the adult bachelors and children have a 
building, both under the eye of the head 

tril1esman. The hut for the latter is called punduga.r 
v.adi, meaning literally the abode of vagabonds." 

Jenu Kurumb s are said to eat, and the Betta 
urumbas to abstain fr~m eating the flesh of the' bison' 

raurus). 
In a note on the Jenu and Betta Kurumbas of MYlJore, 

. Venkatanarnappa writes as follows. " The Betta 
better' c hed and fed than the J en Kurumbas. 

occupation is kumri (burning and shifting) cult iva­
. Their wO.lJlen are clever at basket-making. They 
be distinguished by the method of dress which their 

:7JIulen have adopted, and the way in which the men 
theIr hair. A Betta woman cover her body below 

shoulders y tying a long cloth round the arm­
leaving shoulders and arms bare, whereas a Jen 

in good circumstances dresses up like the vil­
les, and, if poor, ties a piece of cloth round 

ins, and wears another to partially conceal the 
part of her body. Among males, a Betta Kurumb~ 

his hair uncut, and gathers it from fore 'and 
into a knot tied on the crown of the head. A len 

haves like the ryots, leaving a tuft behind, 
or crops it, with a curly or bushy growth to 
the head from heat and cold. The Betta 

Kurumbas never . termarry." The Be 
n lliU)U are, I am told, lent elephant maha 

and very U8e~ t keddah (elephant-catching) 
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account is given by Buchanan.* "The 
are a rude tribe, who are exceedingly poor and wr'et<:ke:d':.:J 
In the fields near the villages, they build miserable 
huts, have a few rags only for clothing, and the hair 
both sexes stands out matted like a mop, and "'U7'!:I ... ft&< 

with vermin. Some of them hire themselves out 
labouring servants to the farmers, and receive month., 
wages. Others, in crop seasons, watch the fields ~ 
night, to keep off elephants and wild hogs. In the 
intervals between crops, they work as aily lab lrers, or 
go into the ' woods, and collect the roots of wild yams 
(Dz'oscorea), part of which they eat) and part ~A ... UCl.I 

with the farmers for grain. Their mannel' of driving 
away the elephant is by running again.st him with 
a burning torch made of bamboos. The animal 
times urns) waits till the Curubaru comes close up; but 
these poor people, taught by experience, push boldly on, 
dash their torches against the elephant's head, who never 
fails to take to immediate flight. Should their courage 
fail, and should they attempt to run away, the elephant 
would immediately pursue, and put them to death. he 
Curubaru have no means of killing so large an 
and, on meeting with one in the day-time, are as much 
alarmed as any other of the inhabitants. During the 
Sultan's reign they caught a few in pitfalls. [I hive 
heard of a clever Kurumba, who caught an elephant by 
growing pumpkins and vegetable marrow, for w 
elephants have a partiality, over a pit on the outskirts 
bis field.-E.T.] The wild hogs are driven out of 
fields by slings, but they are too fierce for th Curu"!G.i1 
to kill. T ese people frequently suffer 
&~nst whiC thei wretched uts are a 
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when this ·wild beast is urged by hunger, he is 
ss of their burning torches. These Curubaru 

dogs, with which they catch deer, antelopes, and 
; and they have the art of taking in snares, peacocks, 

other esculent birds. They believe that good men, 
_ jAn.c;. death, will become benevolent Devas, and bad men 

destructive Devas. They are of such known honesty 
on all.. ccasions they are entrusted with provisions 

the farmers, who are persuaded that the Curubaru 
rather starve than take one grain of what was 

to them in charge. The spirits of the dead are 
H iIte:IJe"ed to appear in dreams to their old people, and to 

them make offerings to a female deity named 
Chicama, that is, the mother of the hill. Unless 

offerings are made, this goddess occasions sickness. 
cases of adultery, the husband flogs his wife severely, 

_:·,anili. if he is able, beats her paramour. If he be not able, 
applies to the gaudo (headman), who does it for him." 

Betta Curubaru, Buchanan con!inues, II live in poor 
near the villages, and the chief employment of the 
is the cutting of timber, and making of baskets. 
a shallp stick they also dig up spots of ground in 

of the forest, and sow them with ragi (Eleusine 
The men watch at night the fiel.ds of the 

.... e .. but they are not so dexterous at this as the Cad 
In this class, the Cutigas are women that 

rtte:t,,'EIDc,thler man to their husband, or widows, who do 
to relinquish carnal enjoyment. Their children 

considered as illegitimate." 
the casual system of clearing the jungle in vogue 

Kurumbas, I may quote the following 
_tion.~ II In tq for food, t· wild tr'be 





naturally prefers a forest cleared 
which to move about, and the ingenuity with which 
attain this end, and outwit the vigilant fo.rest suborclina 
is worthy of a better object. I have heard of a K 
walking miles from his hadi or hamlet, w th a ball of 
smouldering elephant dung concealed in his waist-\..I\/ua. 
This he carried to the heart of the forest reserve, 
selecting a suitable spot, he placed the smouldering 
with a plentiful supply of dry inflammable grass over it,. 
in such a position as to allow the wind to play upo 
and fan it into a flame with the pleasing certainty 
the ~moke from the fire would not be detected by 
watchers on the distant fire-lines until the forest was 
alight, the flames beyond al1 control, and the Kur 
himself safe at home in his hadi, awaiting the arrival 
the forest subordinate to summon the settlement to aSSi18\y] 
in the hopeless task of extinguishing the fire." 

Of the Kurumbas who are found in the 
Cal~cut, and Ernad taluks of Malabar, the folln-'In~ 

account is given in the Gazetteer of that district. 
are ~ub-divided into Mul1u (bamboo) Kurumbans, 
or Ten (honey) Kurumbans, also ca]]ed Kad or SholA 
Nayakkans (or Jenu Koyyo Shola Nayakas, z'.e., hOIi'le.'4\fi1 

cutting lords of the woods), and Orali or Bet 
bans; of which the first-named class, who 
themselves superior to the others, are cultivators 
hunters; the second wood-cutters and collectors 
honey; and. the third make baskets and implc::mlenl~·:"4 

agriculture. T.he M ullu and Ten KUfi1.mbans 
headmen with titles of M uppan and M udali retlipelctii,.. 
conferred by their janmis (landlords). The K 
like many of the other hill-tribes, Uie bows 

which they xpert. The caste <leJw. .. ' 
Kurumbans i called Masti. I is __ 
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remarkin . that the Oraii K'urumbans of the \iVynaad 
differ from the oth twb c1a es in having no headmen, 
observing · horter period of pollution after a birth than 
any other Malabar tribe and none at all after a death, 
and n:l' n t w9rshipping any of the Malabar animistic 
deities." «f. 

!fhe ief S"ub-divisions of the Kurumbas on the 
Nilgiris, and in the Wynad, are said, in the Madras Census 
Report, 189-1, to be "Mullu (thorn), . Betta or Yetta 
( iII), Orali (Or, a vil1age), Ten (honey), and Tac'cha­
nadan Muppan (carpenter headman). Of these, the first 
and last speak IVbbyalam, and wear a lock in front ot 
the~r - b.ead in the Malabar fashion. The rest speak 
Canarese . . Urali Kurumbas work in metals." . 

The villages of the Kurumbas on the Nilgiri hil1s are, 
Mr. Grigg writes, * called mottas. They consist generally 
of only fout' or five huts, made of mud and wattle, with 
thatched roofs. The front of the house is sometimes 
whitewashed, and ornamented with rude drawings of men 

nd animals in red earth or charcoal. They store their 
grain in large oval baskets, and for bottles theY' use 
gourds. . They clear a patch round about the village, and 
sow the ground with ragi (Eleusine Coracana), tenne 
(Setaria z'talica), or kiri (AmarantZts). They dig up 
roots (called gasu) for food, and collect the jungle produce, 
honey, resin, gall-nuts, etc., which they barter with 
country trad~rs, and they are clever in catching ga 
nets, and dispose of the flesh in a surprisingly s me. 
Kurumbas occasionally take work on coffee pI ntati hs, 
and some earn a livelihood by officiating as priests to 
the Badagas. They are also employed as musida.ns at 
wedding feasts and funerals of th~ other tribes, where 

• Manual of the Nligiri district. 
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they play on clarionets, dram and taml;>o r' es, as weJI 
as the buguri. They ma e baske of 1"aUan and fhilk 
vessels out of a joint of bamboo, as .... w~n . s I1J s ¢ a 

, thread called oilhatti. Their WOmen confine them~lves 
to the limited work of their households £ chtng"Wat , 
cooking, etc. The following extract mOra~e~ all that 
can be said of the religion of the Kuru s." orne 
profess to worship Siva, and occasionally women mark 
their foreheads with the Siva spot. Others, living near 
Barliar, worship Kuribattraya (lord of many sheep) ¥d 

Jfie wife of ,Siva under the name ofMusni. Theyworship 
also. a rough stone under the name of H iriadeva, setting 
i up either in a cave, or in a circle of stones like the 
s -called Kurumba k6vil of the Badagas, ~hjch the fatter 

•. ;ould s~eem to have borrowed from the f(urumbas. To 
this they make puja, and offer cooked ric~ at the sowing 
time. They also profess to sacrifice to H I i~deva a goat, 
which they kill at their own houses, after sprinkling water, 
and eat, giving a portion of flesh to the piijari (priest). 
Others say that they have no pujari: among such 
scattered tribe customs probably vary in each motta"­
(Breeks). It is recorded by Dr. Rivers, in nnection 
with the Toda legendary stories of KWCltert, that" one 
day Kwoten went with Erten of Keadr, who was spoken 
o ~ his servant to Poni, in the direction of Polkat 
(0a1ICut). At Poni there is a stream called Palpa, the 

, c ~men.cement of which may be se'en on the Kundahs. 
1< t.,en and Erten went to drink water out of the streal1l. 
8.~, a placf: where a goddess (teu) named Terkosh had 
b¢~n thing . . . . Finally, they came '0 Terkosh, 
wfl said to K woten, "Do not come near me, I am a 
teu." Kwoten paid no heed to this.. but said" You are 
a beautiful woman,'· and went and iay with her. Then 
Terkosh went away to her hill at Poni, where she is now, 



to this day the Kununbas go there once a year and 
plantains to her, and light lamps in her honour." 

t it further recorded by Dr. Rivers that It two cere­
objects are obtained by the Todas from the 

One is the tall pole called tadrsi or tadri, 
is used in the dance at the second funeral 

and afterwards burnt. Poles of the proper 
. rWt:h are said to grow only on the Malabar side of the 

and are probably most easily obtained from 
Kurumbas. The other is the teiks, or funeral post 
hich the buffalo is killed." Besides supplying tli 

aaaasz-as with the elephant-pole required at their funerals, 
urumbas have to sow the first handful of grain 

the Radagas every season. The ceremony is thus 
by Harkness.* "A fam ily of the Burghers 

tada2'Cl.s) had assembled, which was about to commence 
_ .. c.&&,U&J:.' With them were two or three Kurumbas, 

of whom had set up a stone in the centre of the spot 
t~"fiic:h we were standing, and, decorating it with wild 

prostrated himself to it, offered incense, and 
a goat, which had b~en brought there by the 

He then took the guidance of the plough, 
ploughed some ten or twelve paces. gave it 

himself of the head of the sacrificed 
and left the Burghers to prosecute their labours . 
• The Kurumba, sowing the first handful, leaves 

lILt-..I~ .. to go on with the remainder, and, reaping 
sheaf, delivers it with the sickle to him, to 

IID)lisih the remainder of the task. At harvest time, 
he whole of the grain has been gathered in, 

ba receives his dues, or proportion of the 
The relations of the Kurumbas with 
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Baaagas at the present day, . and the share urftr.R' 

former take in the ceremoni of the latter, are dealt wi!t~1U 
in the account of the Badagas. 

I am. informGd that, among the Kurumbas of the 
Nilgiris, . it is the custom for several brothers to t e 
one wife in common (adelphogamy), and that they do 
not obj~c't to their women being open to others also. 
Ther is said to be no marriage rite. A man an woman 
will mate together, and live as husband and .. ife. And, 
if it happens that, in a family, there has been a succession 
of such wives for one or two generations, it becomes an 
event, and is celebrated as such. The pair sit together, 
and pour water over each other from pots. They then 
put on new cloths, and a feast is partaken of. 
the Shola Nayakkars, a feature of the marriag~ ce mo~ 
is said to be for the bride to roll a cheroot of tobacco 
leaves, which both parties must smoke in turn. 

Writing concerning the lrulas and Kurumb 
WalhQuse says * that" after every death a ong them, 
they ring a long water-worn stone (devva ko a 1{allu), 
and ut it into one of the old cromlechs sprinkled over 

Ugiri plateau. Some of the larger of the e have 
en found piled up to the cap-stone with such pebbles, 

which must have been the work of generations. Occa­
sionally, too, the tribes mentioned make small cromlechs 
for burial purposes, and place the long w~-wom 
pebbles in them. Mr. Breeks reports that the Kurumbas 
in the neighbourhood of the Rangasvami peak and 

arHar burn their dead, and place a bone and a s n 
stoI1e in the savu-mane(death-house)-an 

" The conjecture is hazarded by Fergusson t 
Kurwnbas are the remnant of a great an4 




