ound are hung garlands of mango leaves, and ¢
' “Jeaves are tied to the four posts. On the left :
'; ~ the house door is planted a branch of a tree (Nerium
i odorum), o which is attached the kankanam made ir
;the fol]owmg way. A woollen thread and a cotton h

i ";ﬁnger -ring, a piece of turmeric root, and a betel I
' The tree mentioned is watered every day, unt
whole of the marriage ceremonies are completed..
'.rulv., the whole of the work in connection with
erection of the pandal is carried out by the elders, 1
rece eive in payment food and toddy. At this time,
ﬁre-places for the cooking of the extra amo




! Four wicks are put ir
,I"‘forming a lamp. A nose jewel is stuck som

the outqide of the lump, two garlands are

d the homs, rehg'lous marks
'l ater




ir'from the head to the foot. This is supp
€ away the evil eye. The prieﬁt then takes th

landed w1th the garlands which were round,,

dess. His toe-ring is put on, and the next cere
propitiation of the dead, is proceeded with.

50 is prepared and placed ina heap, to which
offerings are made. Then rice, and some of th
0Epm each pot, is placed upon two leaf pla

left before the heap of nce with two lz




pots, and four small-mouthed pots, two of w.
decorated in four colours. As before, these
n a row outside, and again the party, after wors
hem, takes them to. the bridegroom’s hou
. pots are supposed to represent Lakshmi, the go
‘wealth, and, as they are being carried to the . oL
_pregnant woman or mother with small children
‘meet them, or they will have trouble. On a

: ?the house, and before entering, a cock is sacri
‘a cocoanut offered. [In some places, a goat is

nd marks are made with the palms of the hand
th the blood on the side-walls of the entrance.
sprmkled on the door step, and the pots




proceeds to the house of the bridegroom.
_Wants in the Pdﬂda] for her future husband wh

 erected, the bride standing on one side, ani
' room on the other. As a rule, they each

, and look as miserable as possible. Inde
a ’breach of etxquette for either of th

owards the east, and the bmh tows







ty return to the house accompanied by weu'd m;
nd much tom-tom. The women, as a rule, sing weddi
ongs, and the husband and wife are shaded by a canc
"iAved at the threshold of the house, the fear of

the house, the whole party worship Laks
:ago. the tradition runs, this goddess was -
5 to the Malas, and, in consequence, they i
d prosperous. One day, however,
one of the chief men, who at that
t work upon a web of cloth and.




The bashingams are now taken off, and the
ieved from the burden of rice she has thus far ¢
her lap. The next ceremony is called the Bhii
s a feast for the husband. his wife, and blood,;
only. Not more than ten, and not less than
artake, and these must all be husbands or wives
party must consist of either three or five coué
_ feast consists of the most expensive food the p
" afford, and is eaten on two consecutive days.
_ is spread on the floor, and on this raw rice is pla
~ cloth, with betel leaves arranged in the form of
the four corners. Here and there are placed red
sandal, and turmeric, and a new lamp is lit.
hildren are brought in, and are made to stas
the rice. The parties who are to partake now




When the cocoanut and }aggqy
st be in strips, and put into the bride

ting part thh his teeth, and eat it, Th
ance is gone through with betel leaf. A dol‘ :
" made with cloths, having arms, legs, etc. ;

oh teased the while by the onlookers, who s
’bys. The two now have their hands and f

On the thll‘d day is t
The bnde and her husband are escort'

‘man digs a basketful of earth with his knife, Wh_xch :

iven to him, a.nd which he has never relinquishe




: and wife bow down at the feet of the elders,_
" their blessing. The husband must provide a
ance of toddy for all. They stay in the hous

-'\nllage and are escorted to the husband’s ho
' music. The married pair usually remain in th

43

';v;llage. 1f the girl has not reachec
ly spend a short txme in her husl




‘ ght and, if the amount is small, they make
g the ceremomes which ensue, the gxrl is

éépg threaded on new strings, are returned to tb
s. If the day on which a girl reaches puberty




0 .Others to take part in any of the ceremonies con
5 therethh except in the capacity of a spectaton

ther good cause. A woman must on no account
. again. She need not, according to Telugu moral

If
: people become Christians, it is a most dlﬁlcult thin
I, overcome their prejudice, and persuade them to bec
}egally man and wife. Almost the only way to do

rriage, but it must receive the
{n spue of thw sanctxon, th




ife as well as her own.
The following variants of thg Ped
eremony, which is performed during the m
'be noted. As soon as all are assemb]éd m‘tﬁc

' ued up in a cloth. * This, with the kalasam, 13% 4

bride's cloth, and she is led inside, In some
éremony is more elaborate. For the betrothalﬁ

pd seated on a plank or on,a _
\Thr handfuls of betel leaves anc




-~ nutfall.

doi ing this seated near the sieve.

,u‘on_. Ditficulty durmg labour is consider
the effect of kharma, and the method emple
easmg it is simple. Some mother, who ha
‘easy time," is called in, and presents the
~ woman with betel, etc. Should this not be
- a line of persons is drawn up from the w
‘house, and water is passed from hand to
t reaches the ‘ easy time’ woman, who gives
o the sufferer. This last resort is only so
eme cases, but, when it is appealed to,
te people will join in the line and help.
enta has come away, the child is pl
wing basket, which has been previously
, and covered with a cloth. The umbilica
e child is washed, and branded_
all places, over twenty in a!f




_ would be of a wandermg d:sposmon :
of the mother takes place on the third, fifth, seven
inth day after delivery. Every house in the particula
rter sends a potful of hot water. All the'poté’
near the spot where the afterbirth was bur

. mother and child are garlanded with-
n strings, and worn round the neck and
'ese is eaten every da.y by the mother.

éﬂ-?revxous chxldren have @xed,
) ‘a'nd nce, a&cr hich t




nd brings with him a cocoanut
which he érushes on the child's head.
.done Wlthout lookmg on the child. In ord_gf*

ed as a remedy for stenhty
':'"ln conpection with death ceremomes,
son writes as follows.
~ceremonies performed by the Vlshnuwte
~sects. The former allow their people'td
house ; the latter, fearing pollution, remove th
outside the door, as soon as it is recognised th
is at hand. - The following description relat
a-_..’to the Vishnuvites or Namdaris, but, wherever
mthe difference of ceremony between the two
oticed. As soon as it is recognized that a pe'
th pomt of death, the wife and children, or near re
er round the rough string cot, and ask
.mg person s last wishes are.  However bad
een led the dying words are consider




A _wl sprmkled over the place where ‘the
arred. It should be mentioned that the head of

hen the food is prepared, the corpse is rem
e, bathed, and wr apped in a new cloth Betel'

i




Following he

wxfe or son, bea.rmn water and ﬁre. Sho

face is then uncovered, and all look upon
* features for the last time. The reason given f¢

" bier upon the ground, the corpse arose alive. :
_.j"ing a dead body, it-is always carried feet
_grave, which has been prepared beforehand, .







mtes which follow the Ramanuja matham

~ cult, is generally performed it the dead of night

‘thh as much ceremony as p sible All the N

attend, and, if they do so, it is with great

- The Nambi, however, who is a Satani, should a

aughtering a sheep or a goat.
ter is poured into its mouth, and incense

ore :t. When the animal has been dismembere
4 K




"holy mark of Vishnu

-’13 the mantram of Manar Naml_;x.

water of the sacred feet of . .

is the secret of holiness of the 108 sacred p
se are the means for obtaining heaven. They are
the saving of the sinner. This drawing is the seal -
f the saints. Countless sins have 1 committed; yet
‘thought on the saints is sin cleansed’ After the

npletion of the drawiﬁ the officiating priest puts

the foreheads of those wlw s

e of the drawing, he makes two httle pxles of mxllet,,
then asks (in Tamil) for the pot containing 'thd

' the tulasi plant (Ocimum sanctum) in';
d places them in a brass vessel containing holy
side. Then, with the conch shell which he




"With the namam, after which the whole of thos‘c‘
érmk of the holy water in the brass vessel.

he grave. The party then eat the small portioa
- which may be left, and, after trimming the lamp,
‘to their homes. The Nambi who officiates is.
to be particularly holy. If he is wicked and w
and yet draws and sits upon the magic dlagramg, )
bring loss and SOITOW up()n his own head %

ut on clean clothes. Then, as on the fifth daj
animal is killed, and the flesh is cooked exactly as be
north-east or god’s corner, the panchaksh
d) diagram is inscribed, and a handful of

~u}iddle. As before, cocoanuts, etc., 8




‘galled panchakshari is JE i ion tin grave
low, and white. At the five corners are placed
it, lime, etc. In the middle is placed a leaf plate
pod on it, and a cocoanut is offered, the two halves
laced one on each side of the plate. A lampis

erver, and Siva the destroyer. If Siva alone
v@bﬂippcd, he will only cease from destroying‘;




: dead woman, must bring a ljttle rice and 80
of incense. If they are quite unable to attend
mony, they will clean their own houses, and
perform some ceremony to the deceased. The
f the wife who come to the ceremony will not p
* the house, or even to the caste quarters, but wi
% the toddy shop, whence they send word of thei

As soon as the head of the house hears of this

proceeds to the toddy shop, and each one treat

to drink. If they do not wish to drink, the
_pour a little liquor into the palm of the othe
. ceremony is called chédupaputa (the taking‘
* bitterness), and without it they cannot visit one an
hQuses These relatives must only partakc of ‘

i ’st



.{3




inging at weddings and funecals. They recei

(

from all classes. Occasionally disturbances takq“
on account of the vax:e« nb)ectmg to the

these that pavidamu is said to take place.
“believed that, if a Dasari is offended, he will re
@ himself in smaller offences by piercing his chee
side, for a serious offence by killing himself, g'eu !
by severmg the head from the body If one kill :




a The tray is left at the head of the gx_'av
people retire a short distance, and there wait

: her the one or the other of these birds comes. Th:y
erwards proceed to the well, and bathe fully. .On

-H,celets broken
all bathc, and retum to thelr homes




dcceased if he was md.med . if not, by his mot
if he had no kin, by a Basavi. The head is the
the Guru, and fixed properly to the trunk
unction being plentifully daubed with sacred
tirumani). A new cloth is then spread over th
“ and a network of flowers over all. The Dasai
walk round the corpse, calling on Tembaru
repeating at the same time a mantram.  Thel

" mayya, the caste Gury, strokes the corpse from
foot three times with his staff, after which he p
: foot on the head of the corpsc dﬂd calls on tha




“rpot tiger skin, antelope skin, etc.
of the (hxef Dasaris are sald to posxss

Nicholson writes as follows.

‘in..of thc Basavis is said to be thus.

¥ one came forward to marry the girl, and
it impossible to live a good life. The fact,

‘these girls to the God’s service. Now«;day
” through a ccremqny with a knife whic

n. i at the time of the weddmg, any m
ve x_i sort of proprietary right, he may ob

ive the:r consent to the dedxcatx

£
AL




‘a strange inconsistency,
is are immediately branded :
few years of a Basavi's life are full

probably for this reason that parents a
sacrifice their daughters. Afterwards, when
of youth are passed, the Basavi resorts to
with two or three more, obtains - precario
by music and dancing. Their children. have
the maternal father's property.
. “The above account of a Basavi's dedicat
to the Asadhis or singing beggars., The fol
more detailed description of the ceremony as
by the Dasaris. The girl to be dedicated i
a white ravike and cloth, after which she is
to the priest who is to officiate. He burns t

a chank ‘and chakram on the girl's shoulders, f
. to ler at the same time holy water. After




g held. On returmng to thé village, the
for five consecutnve Saturdays to go round

mma, Gangamma and Gontiydlamma. In con-
~with ¢ Wbrshlp of the goddess Gontiyalamma,
R. Hemingw: y Writes, in a note on the Malas of
‘ ‘hat “the special caste deity i

other of the five Pandava brethtfen.

aviréni pot (painted pot used a
%house, For this she was solemnly
« who said that she should remain

or ‘ever. In commemoration of this

‘of growing paddy (rice) is pulled up -
¢ Dasara festival, and, eight days later,
ng to its roots is mixed with turmeric an
an ima.ge of the godck-ss, and hidden




_the latter a mud figure representing Go

~ They then take these objects in process

he villagers of other castes then come and
over the Malas.”* Mr. Nicholson writes th

,-and put it into a basket with som
adirackta) leaves. They tie the basket




ed grounds. They seldom work for hire,
- A curious custom with them is th

ty,are very good hunters and have a parti-

monkey flesh. As wizards they stand very high,

-an exception. Their language is a corrup
alayalam. Thexr marnage ceremony is sim

asts for a whole month for the father, and for




', ‘brewed, a little is placed in the tiny
eparted soul, which is believed to enjoy

hexr dead consequemly there are many anc
n these hills, evidently graves of chiefs, sho
. the same fragments of pottery, brass fig
* weapons, etc., as are found in other sim
L,These tumuli are often surrounded with long

'length set up on end, with .acnhua.l altars
‘remains, evidently centuries old. Numerous va
lled Pandi Kuri, are seen in all their hil
'?j“nd north and south, the circular Openiné
south ; a round stone is fitted to this ape :
ther acting as a long lever, to prevent its




‘ancestors, or certain local demons supposed,
: in rocks or peaks, and having influence only o

One such image is kept in each famtly
spmt is supposed actually to reside. T




_"Arayan vnllage of Eruma;pirﬁ
‘hc-buﬁ‘alo) some m;,ht miles from M

and yet, when they reached the shrine of th
 there before them was the sorcerer, so that h
~ famous among his fellows and favoured

~ by the neighbouring Chogans during one o
bouts, . and the murderers, burying his
depths of the jungle, thought that their ¢
::_never be found out ; but the tigers—Ayapp
. in respect to so true a friend of their mast
open the grave, and removing the corpse,
the ground The wild elephantg found t‘he




ces for himself on his journey to the peak.
¢ offered to famous demons, residing in




tivation or the site of a house, but no »
ligious rites. In chosing a piece of gre
vation, before cutting the jungle they t
‘of‘bark of equa.l length, and knot all the endi

when tied, form a perfect circle, the omen 1s'
the position in which the cord fall: on the §

Malaiyalis at times of census,
Mala Védan.—See Védan, ;
Malai-kanda.—A sub-division of Vellala.
Malaiman.—See Udaiyan.
Malaiyadi (foot of the hills)—A sub-divi
Konga Vellala,
i, Malakkar.—It is recorded, in the Gaze
Malabar, that “the Malakkars, also called Ma
anmar and Malapanikkar, are a comparatively

icut and Ernad hills. They follow the
tayam system (of inheritance in the female lis
pollution for twelve days. They call ¢




, each of which has its boundary ascertai
_one or more families of a rude tribe,

7l

y hmg of value. He has the exclusive rxgﬁt
1@ all that they have for sale, and of supplyi
salt and other necessaries. A great part «




sends elephants and txgers to destrdy
their houses.”

Jortsman in a few

"}afassastancc ofa panc}myat (cmmcxl) One of t
- ments inflicted by panchayats is to make the culpi
}a heavy load of sand for some distance, and’
{:with it on his head and beg for forgivene

| of the offerings as his perquisite. An unusu
heir wedding ceremonies is the tying of an ir

themselves as superior to the Ma

ted, in the Manual of the Coimbatore.

M%iasars live at a much }ower elevat
"ﬂley are found almnst: down




Malai (hil]) Malasars, who live on the Hi}’ls
ount Stuart on Anaimalais), and the Malasars
on the s]opes and the plams It is said that'

: abstam from eating the flesh of the bisor
hereas the Malasars will eat the carrion

mals. The settlements of the Malasar

his or pathis, and their streets salais.
names, denotmg villages and rows,




‘with the catching and tammg of wi
carrted out b) M alasars They are‘




made of Sorghum and bambovste;ns
1@*» evening, the ali is tied, and the

g1r1 reaches maturity, she occupics a
even days. On the seventh day, ‘
the dwellmg hut.




hould be made of it. The Mala&rp
avoxd the use of the Pomgamia gla
any purpose. The hill Malasars worship

round, and eventually shaken by the_‘-M‘

emoved by Paraiyans. The Malasar women
plains wear glass bangles only on the left
'woman puts sach bangles on both wrists, the

- are said to break them, and report the ma
"“"foppan, who is expected to fine the wom;
Paraiyan women, like the Malasars, only w
ngles on one wrist, they take the wearing
oth wrists by Malasar -women, who are
! uals as an insult.
he followmg graphic account of a Ka




'ny fittle. child Jike the, Roman god of 1
He has beautiful attributes. His bo

he of the bright blue neck, the dwel | A
gly says, among graves and dcad ‘éﬁ‘

is not even a mnla persona; hed ‘,
What he does is only adumbrated
of the other characters




to 4% degree not expressible in modern figu
case, the gods had viewed with alarm a pe
Siva had begun, and which threatened to 1
master of all creation. In spite of a few §
attributes, the mythology lends to Siva a ¢
once terrific and awe-inspiring. When l:us th
was closed on one occasion, the universe was !
in darkness, and the legend under discussion
a solemn picture of the god, sitting with.
sackcloth and ashes, immersed in his unendl‘
I\dma was deputed to break the spell. -

all shapes shie conld * sbialkes SHE saintship of an :
rite, till this oriental St. Anthony, but too tho
aroused, opened his tremendous frontal eye, and,
flashing glance of rage, consumed the
his solitude. Such is the legend w
‘closing scene of the life of Kama, a lif
brated, as March begins,: with several
eym town and village of Southern ‘.Ind
ha 'seen ‘the heap of bncks tha sup
‘piﬂar




¢ street takes on an adventxtxous beauty ;
of dust, the ragged huts, lose their' prommende‘ :
yalm trees become beautiful, and the tower of the
mple grows in majesty. Everything that is ugly orr,
gruous seems to disappear, till the fagade of a
hy Hindu's house wears the dignicy of the old
ian palace proscenium. The rag torches give a soft
llgh; th:atadds effect to the spangled and laced

' » ictors. and leaves the auditory in semi-
quite_in accordance with Wagnerian stage

" Kama was represented in full dress, witha

‘ y crocketed, gilded mitre or helmet, such asis
he lmages of South Indian gods. He is not 3
‘Eros of the Greeks and he shows ’ﬁis*

- a wealthy Hmdu bndc also bor(. ;
_Theibuffoon must not be-



amentat;ou. over the dxsa.atrous
“ Meanwhile. the buffoon played
fess success, and backed up, the aetomshmglf
and witty acting-of the players, who provided t
rehef Im!n( s. Tamil dramas the action of the
now and again suspeuded Swhile one more L n
‘stroll on to the state, and amusc tl audie
.vésham, z.¢., an xmpchonatnon of different well
. stre et characters representing men {and womc
QR 'y of different castes, but of différent nations, N
to say, the parts they play have %ittle or nothin
ﬁm«h the subject of the drama, but they afford gr.
for delir~ation of character. There is not, of ¢
,'Sou"‘ner!\ “India, thc uniformity in dress that
 ,,~ England of the prescnt day. A man's trade,
+"on, religion, and sect are expressed by his Are
i reament-—or lack of both. To mentxon‘ three

»ff:

"’-dmﬁed ta perfection, and a.dmu'abiy’
are a low. caste, and emp




'ﬂxcv,,)were ethally mirth-p quking{ wh
#hro':e ifito | ‘rough r ong and dance 2 calt 'tpchuv
[leather—wo: .°rs) when mo. ~/t.ran : ?3\

o d Jdialoue of Eunpxdes ~the perfpﬂﬁem, “
s:r'?h aud.«nce, moved off in a procession, b
, Wdu.h ql(m]\" perambulaced. the towu, and mlted for
pra.y;r before the village Lemple . “h~ *stage wait’
~ was filled up by some sinplc ;,laymg and ~1n'vmg by a
few local amateurs, This brough: on the climax of the
. The Kama ‘wke, 10 give it an appropriate
name was now ready. This was a sught stake
a little above a man’s height, planted among
nicks, and made “inflammable by a thatching or 1
coatmg“’of cholum ctraw bound round it. The top of
straw pillar was composed of a- separate sheaf. .
en all. was ready, and the c)}?rus had sung astram
wc of grief at Kama's doon,"a rocket, represeot-
a's-fiery glance, shot ~long a string, and (thh
cternal assistance) lighted the Kama stake, thu.
ilowi:ng the procedure in an ltaliah church

W

‘\kg'round as he was suppo':ed to be dead,
hoppmgand dancing, circled srowly round
g for hisfate. It secmed to ve'a
to the au“drence’ that. the stake



nd body were tightly swathed in neatly tw:

pes, leaving only his feet and hands bare,

ras covered by a huge canvas mask, flat on
b ck so that the actor had the appearance of
'mtroduced his'head into the empty shell of some g

rab.  On the flat front of this mask-dial was

“terrible giant's face with portentous tusks
lrf"é"quipped the giant skipped round the various ch:
tothe terror of the buffoon, brandishing a qua
“and executing vigorous moulznefc {An unwxllmg’;s
~was pushed into the ring, *and lhefgxant after
strugglmg tossed the animal bodily over his he‘
a dexterous fling that convinced most of the on
that he had really performed the feat with his téé

'tnvawpg caste in bouth Canara, * the mem

=

ch were formerly hunters and ﬁsherm






