
The next item is the 
of the pandal or bower. This is genel'ally erected a day 
or two before the actual marriage in front of the house. 
It consists of four posts, one at each corner, and the 
roof is thatched with the straw of large millet. All 
round are hung garlands of mango leaves, and cocoanut 
leaves are tied to the four posts. On the left side of 
the hoose door is planted a branch of a tree (Nerium 
odorum), to which is attached the kankanam made in 
the following way. A woollen thread and a cotton thread 
are twisted together, and to them are tied a copper 
finger ring, a piece of turmeric root, and a betel leaf. 
The tree mentioned is · watered every day, until the 
whole of the marnage ceremonies arc completed. As 
tl I ull!, the whole of the work in connection with the 
erection or the pandal is carried out by the elders, who 
receive in payment food 'and toddy. At this time, also, 
the fire-places for the cooking of the extra amount of 
fo od are prepared. These arc simply trenches dug in 

. the mud floor of the house. usually three in number. 
Before they are dug, a cocoanut is broken, and offcl'ed 
OVCI' the spot. A journey is now made to the potter's 
for the pots required in the cooking of the marriage 
f~1.~t. This in itself is quite a ceremony. A canopy is 

. formed of an ordinary wearing cloth supported at its 
four corners by four men, whilst a boy with a long stick 
pushes it into a tent shape in the middle. Beneath the 
canopy is one of the women of the bridegroom's family, 
'who carries 01\ a tray two sacred lamps, an eight-anna 
piece, some saffron (turmeric), akshillthulu. betel, frankin

cocoanut, etc. On arriving at the potter's 
·u .... y"';;. the required pots are placed in a row OU1~ilU!t;. 

a cocoanut, which has been held in the 
the incense, is broken into two equal 



ves being placed on the ground 
apart. To these all the people do puja ( 
then take up the pots, and go home. The 
piece is given to the potter, and the betel to the 
vadhi. On the way to the potter's, and on the r,..tlI1fl11~ 
thence, the procession is accompanied with music, 
the women sing songs. Meanwhile, the groom, 
those who have remained at home, have been 
ping the goddess Sunkalamma. The method of u,a.n. .... ~.: .. 

this goddess, and its worship. are as follows. Rice 
green gram are cooked together, and with this CO(H\:eCJ~ 
food a cone is I?ade minus the point. A little hoI 
is made on the top, and this is filled with ghi (clari 
butter). onIOns, and dal. Four wicks are put into 
so forming a lamp. A nose jewel is stLlck somewhere 
on the outside of the lump, twO garlands arc 
round it, and the whole is decorated with reI 
marks. This goddess is always placed in the 
east corner of the house. called the god's corner, 
has been previously cleaned, and an image of Han 
or some other deity, is drawn with rice-powder on 
floor. Upon thi~ drawing the image of Sunkalamma 
placed. Before her are put several little balls of . 
with which ghi has been mixed . The worship 
sists in making offerings of frankincense and camp 
and a cocoanut, which is broken in half, the 

put in front of the goddess. A ram or a 
is now brought, nim (¥IIeiia Azad£racltta) 

t!':.'~,.'.s:tr,. tied round the horns, religious marks are made 
...,.,.., ..... - foreheaa, water is placed in its mouth, and it is 

After the sacrifice has been made, 
themselves before the 

after which they go CUltsKlIfI 





the grodm sends to her a cloth, a bodice, 
pepper and garlic. The bride leaves her parents' 
dressed in old clothes. Her people provide only a 
of sandals, and two small toe-rings. She also 
a fair quantity of rice in the front fold of her 
Again a procession is formed as before for the cookl 
pots, and another visit is paid to til potler's ho 
but, on this occasion. in place of eight annas grain 
taken. The }Jotter presents them \\ ith t .. vo wide- UVULI"~"liIII 

pots. and four small-mouthed pots, two of which 
decorated in four colours, As befor', the e arc pln ... 'IW~,~. 

in a row outside, and agCl.in the party, after worsh.'. J",,'''JIO 

them, takes them to · the bridegroom's house. 
pots arc supposed to represent Lakshmi, the godde's 
wealth, and, as they are being carried to the house. 
pregnant woman or mother with small children ",,"'JUlY, 

meet them, or they will have trouble. On arriving 
the house, Rnd before entering, a cock is sacrificed, 
a cocoanut offered. [In some places, a goat i::> killed 
front Qf the room in which the ma.rriage pots arc 
and marks are made with the palms of the hands rri.·"PP'JiIri· 

with the blood on the side-walls of the entrance.] 
is sprinkled on the door step, and the pots arc 
inside, During the whole of the above performance, 
pots arc held in the hands, and must not be put 
After entering the house, grain is spread on the floor 
the north-east corner, and upon this are placed 
pots, one upon the other, in two or four rows. 
topmost pot is covered with a lid. and on the lid 
placed a Ii hted lamp. From the beams exactly 
the lamps are suspended, to which are fastened 
bundles containing dates, cocoanut, jaggery, sugar, 

Round each pot is tied a kankanam 
Thea:c pots are worshipped every 



as the wedding ceremonies last, which is 
.days. ot only l';O, but the lamps are kept 
burning. and there is b'tel arranged in a brass pot 
the form of a lotus ever before them. Beneath t 
pandal is now arranged a throne exactly similar to the 
one which was used on the qccasion of the Pedda Tam
bulam. Until now the bride has kept to her separate 
house, but she now dresses in her new clothes. Put
ting on the sandals she brought from her own home. 
she proceeds to the house of the bridegroom. There 
she waits in the pandal for her future husband, who 
(omes out dressed in his wedding garments, wearing his 
sandals, and carrying a blanket, gochi, III shoulder-cloth, 
and knife. Both bride and bridegroom now have fast
t:ned on to their forehead a kind of philactery or nuptial 
crown called bhclsingalu. They are also garlanded with 
flowers, in addition to which the bridegroom has tied 

to his wrists the kankanam. In order that the two 
most intimatel. concerned persons may not see one 
another (and up to this point they ha\'e not done so), a 

lI';.g·!IOrlrpp'n is erected, the bride standing on one side, and 

bridegroom on the other. As a rule, they each of 
keep their heads bent during the whole of the 

and look as miserable as possible. Indeed, 
be a breach of etiquette for either of them 
as though they were enjoying the ceremony . 

........ "' .. , .. for the screen, the two are now face to face, the 
looking towards the east, and the bride towards 

~ pon the bridal throne there is now LJ.",LLI::U 

bride to sland upon a basket filled with 
the groom the beam of a loom. The 
taken away, and the priest, a 



elders, the Mala people 
the village as a whole, are in favour of the 
This he asks three times. Probably, in former ....... _. 
it was possible to stop a marriage at this point, 
now it is never done, and the marriage is 
binding after Pedda Tambulam has been gone 
Indeed, in hard times, if the bride is of 
age, the couple will live together as man and 
putting off the final ceremony until times arc 
The groom now salutes the priest, the bride 
her foot on the weaving beam, and the groom p 
hi foot upon that of the woman as a token of 
present and centinued lordship. After this, the 
also is invested with the kankanam. i\fter the 0',.,,,1'\1," 

has worshipped the four quarters of heaven, the 
who holds in his hands a brass vessel of milk, 
the golden marriage token to the groom, who ties 
round the bride's neck. This is the first time d 
the cerem<:>ny that either of them has looked on 
other. Before the groom tics the knot, he must 
permission from the priest and people three times. 
priest now dips a twig of the jivi tree (Ficus 
into the milk, and hands it to the husband, who, crossi 
his bands over his wife's head, allows some of the 
to fall upon her. The wife then does the same to 

t 
husband. After this. the rice which the bride 
with her in ber lap is used in a similar blessing. 
priest, holding in his hand a gold jewel, now takes 
hands of the two in his, and repeats several 
(charms). \ ,\lOcver wishes may now shower the 
with rice, nd, after that is done, the priest 
announces them to be man and wife. But the rp,.'p"",1'\ft1 

yet ended. The newly-married pair, 
bled party, now proceed to the village 



worship the god. Before doing so, ·the 
:newly.wcd pair are tied together by the priest. 
knot is called the Brahma knot, and 15 a sign that 
had ordained the tw< to be man and wife even in a 
previous birth. After the god has been worshipped, 
and an offering of betel made to the four quarters, the 
party l'eturn to the house accompanied by weird musi~ 
and much tom·tom. The women, as a rule, sing wedding 
song., and the husband and wife are shaded by a canopy. 
Arrived at the threshold of the house, the fear of the 

'I eye is made the reason for another celemony. 
Before either crosses the threshold, passes are made 
from their head to their feet with black and red water. 
On the threshold is piaLcd a bra% bowl full of grain, 

1i&'1Irl~1 which is a gold nose jewel. The man and woman 
each touch this with the right foot, after hich 

m:ly enter the house without fear. After entering 
house, the evil eye is again removed, this time with 

cocoanut. which is aft rwards throv.'n away. Those 
have unlucky twist::. of hair must at this time, 

,,'W'UC:;:)ll,)lC::' the above ct'remony, sacrifice a goat. After 
the house. the whole party worship Lakshmi. 

ago, the tradition runs, this godd 5S was very 
~&nU;I(JUS to the Matas, and, in conseq ucnce, they were 

.,....., .. Uy and prosperolls. One day, however, Lakshmi 
up to one of the chief men, who at that time 
busy at work upon a web of cloth, and began 
love to him. t any other lime this would ha.'I7e\~tl 
very acceptable, but ju t then, being very b 
the goddess to go away. She. however, "'AI ............ 

and only bothered him the more. 
temper. he hit her over the head 

Which he was 



withdrew her favour, and 
KOmatis. Since then, the Midas have been "' .... ,~ .. "." 
husband next dips hi hands into a plate of milk 
times, each time placing his ,vet hand on the 
After bim, the bride does the same. The two 
sitting down, eat rice and milk off onc plate. 
the first and only time that husband and wife eat f- .... 'Y'6>.'M 

The bashingams are now taken off, and the wife 
lieved from the burden of rice she h, thus far 
her lap. The next ceremclflY is called the Bhumalu, 
is a feast for the husband. nis wife, and blood re 
only. Not more than ten, and not less than six 
partake. and these must all bc husbands or wives, i.e., 
party must consist of either threc or five couplc~. 
feast con ists of the most expensive food the people 
afford, and is eaten on two con eClltive days. A U1Cl,JIJ'''V4 

is spread on the 1100r, and on this raw rice is placed 
cloth, with betel leaves arranged in the form of a I 
the four corners. Here and there aTe placed red 
sandal, and turmeric, and a new lamp is lit. 
children are brought in. and are made to stand 
the rice. The parties who are to partake now come 
couples, and one of the children ties upon their 
the kankanam, another daubs them with sandal 
and another with red rice. The food is placed on 
plates, one for the women and one for the males. 
the women sit round the one, and the men round 
other. \Vhilst eating, they must not drop a single 
Should they do so, it is not only unlucky, but is 
cause of serious quarrels, and the fault is 
with a heavy fine. After the feast is over, the 

n,_, .. ·.". .. is worshipped, and the children are sent off 
p~nt each. he pair are again 

. is done twice every day 
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but no widow is allowed to do it. Before anointing, t ~ 
people a!&Jout to do it must present a cocoan!1t and 
jagg ry. When the cocoanut and jaggery are given, 
they must be in strips, and put into the bride's mouth 
partly proJecting. The groom must take hold of the 
projcctjIl~ part with his teeth, and eat it. The same 
performance is gone through with betel leaf. A doll is 
now made with cloths, having arms, legs, etc. The 
nt. Iy-married couple are made to play with it, being 
much tea~ed the while by the onlookers, who sing 
lullabvs. The two now have their hands and feet • 
anointed with turmeric, and are bathed. This is done 
on three consecutive days. On the third day is the 
nagol\·alli. The bride and her husband are escorted 
under a canopy to some ant heap outside the village. 
The man digs a basketful of earth with his knife, which 
was given to him, and which he has never relinquished, 
and the wife carries it to the house. There the earth is 
made into four heaps, one near each post. A hollow is 
left at t.he top of each heap, which is filled \\ith water. 
During the time the) have been fetching the earth, the 
people who remained at home have been worshipping 
aireni pots representing Lakshmi, but they now come 
outside to the pandal. The pair are escorted all round 
the village, accompanied with music. They must not 

alk, but must be either carried Or driven. After their 
urn to the pandal, they are seated on the nagavalli 
hasanam. Four small pots are placed in the form of 

and round these is wound a fence of thread, 
1lI:~1V,b.:lCh must not be broken in the process. On the pots 

bread and meal. The bridal pair again put 
bridal crowns, and the man, taking his knife, 

fe furrows tn· the ground, which his wife 
The husband then covers up the 



his knife. after which his wife sprinkles water over 
whole, and then gives her husband some gruel. 
bread and meal, which were placed on the pots. 
eaten by the relatives of the husbanu publicly in 
.pandal. After this ceremony is over, the pair are CIo~'~U"1i(I 

anointed, during which process there must be musiq 
singing. The next day, the whole of the party set 
for the bride's house, where the marala pendli, or ",-pr'""''' 

marriage, is performed. Before setting out, the hus 
and wife bow down at the feet of the elders, and f"pr'p".,.,. 

their blessing. The husband must provIde an ab 
ance of toddy for all. They stay in the house of 
bride's people for three ~ays, and then another feast 
made. On the fourth day, all, except the relations 
the bride, return to their villages, but, before the 
departure, the bride again pays homage to the depar.t" 
elders, who bless her, and give her a small present 
money. On their return, they are met outside 
village, and are escorted to the husband's house 
music. The married pair usually remain in the 
of the bride's mother for a month, and during 
time they never change their wedding garments, or 
off the garlands of flowers. The parents of the 
groom present their daughter-in-law with new ... v ....... "'. 

but these must not have any indIgo in them. If the tlf"It1".m 

is past puberty, at the end of the month the fat~er 
mother~in-lnw will return with the mamed couple to 
husband'~ village. If the girl has not reached pube 
she will only spend a short time in her husband's HUI",."""""",, 

and will afterwards be continually going backwards 
forwards between the two houses. At the time 
puberty, the matter is made known to all parties 
cerned. The Chalavadhi must be the bearer of the 
and he is treated to as much food and drink as 
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take, um, is also given presents. "Vhen the messenger 
goes, be must carry with him daI, jaggery. sugar-candy, 
etc. The neighbours come out to see h.Qw much he has 
brought, and, if the amount is small, they make a fuss. 
During the c remonies which ensue, the girl is made to 
sit down, and is bJcsc;ed by the women sprinkling her 
with nalug-u, and is abo given sweetmeats to eat. The 
time is made merry by song and music. After bathing, 
the girl ic; made to take food out of a dish along with 
lhn ... 'C married women. She is then made to touch a 
thorn tree three times, and also plucks the leaves. 
Upon returning to the house, she is made to touch the 
.ooking instruments and pots. At this time, if anyone 

has lent her beads or ornaments they are taken, and, 
after beiJlg threaded on new strings, are returned to the 
lenders. If the day on which a girl reaches puberty is 
an unlucky day, it is considered a bad sign for the 
husband. On the second occasion the husband come 
for his wife, and there is much rejolcmg. After being 
detained for four or five days, the. go to their permanent 
home, the house of the husband 'c; falher, and there is at 
that time much weeping. The mother tells the girl to 
be obedient to her husband and paremc;-in-law, and says 
that it will be better for h r to thrO\ ' herself into a well 
and die than to return home disgraced . 

•. Th~re are ~lig-h t diffr.rence~ in the ceremonies 
.~"es:C:rIbed above accordil g to the district and sect of the 

In the eastern Telu;:ru country, during the 
c remonies, there is a sort of bridesmaid, who 

ltX:onlp<lmU~S the bride on the day of the wedding. In 
western country, largely under the influence of the 

, th bridesmaid is scarcely distinguishable from 
bride, but she is not, as at home, an 
must be a mature woman following the 



There is another slight 
between the two sections concerning- the BhumaJa 
many. The Vaishnavites, after the arranged 

• 
have partaken of the feast, distribute the remainder 
the food: the Saivites. on the other hand, if any food 
left, bury it somewhere insIde the house. 

" Malas may be manie many times, and indeed 
is not considered respectable to remain a widower. 
widower is unable to make arrangements for the 
of others, to take part in any of the ceremonies 
therewith. e 'cept in the capacity of a spectator. 
not the correct thing f<'r a man to have t\ '0 \vives at one 
time unless the first one is barren. or unless there 
other crood cause. A woman lJ1ust on no account marry 
again. She need not, acwrding to Telugu morals, be 
ashamed of living. aft'r she is widow d, with another 
man as his concubine. but, at the \'err mention of 
marriage. sh covers her far'e with shame. If such 
people become Christians. it is a most difilcult thin T to 
ov rcome their prejudice, and persuade them to become 
legally man and "nfe. Almost the only way to do so i~ 
by refusing to marry their children. In the Canarese 
cQuntry. there is a kind of half marriage (chira katti 
chinaru, they have tied her cloth), which may be atta' 
by widows. I t is not reckoned as a proper m 
nor is the woman considered a concubine. The 
mony for this is not performed at the great length of . 
ordinary marriage, but. it must receive the sanction 
the elders. In spite of their sanction, the man m 
pay a fine imposed by the caste guru. The woman 

to wear the tal i or marriage 
or other jewels usually worn by a 
The children are part inheritors, and are 

as the children of corlcult)iQ.!~:a 
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A JlJan~ sccoad wife must wear two t~ilis-that of the 

first wife a5 well as her own." 
The following variants of the Pedda TambiHam 

ceremony, which is performed during the marriage rites, 
may be noted. As soon as all are assembled in the front 
yard :of the bride's house, a blanket is spread on the 
Roor. and covered with a clolh. About ten :ieers ot 
cholam (millet: S01'/{hmll) are heaped up, arid a brass 
vessel (kalasam) is placed thereon. By its ;:;ide, a lamp 
is kept burning. A Dasari, or a ~ra.la pr:est. stands on 
one side of it, and a married woman on l,he other. The 
names of the gods are mentioned, one after the other, 
and the woman throws two betel leaves and a nut on 
the kalasam for each name uttered. The bride is then 
brought from within the hous(;, and the leaves and nuts 
are tied up in a cloth. This, with the kalasam, is put in 
the bride's cloth, and she is led inside. In some places, 
the ceremony is more elaborate. For the betrothal cere
mony some leading men of the village, and the headmen 
of the bride a.nd bridegroom's villages. are required to be 
present. The Ch~lavati (caste servant) hands over a bag 
containing betel leaves, areca nuts. pieces of turmeric, 
and Rs. 4-6, to the headman of the bride's village. All 
these articles are displayed on a new bamboo sieve. or 
on the lid of a bamboo bo '. The two headmen discuss 
the proposed m:ltch, and e 'change betel and nut thrice, 
After this. the bride-elect (chinnapapa) is brought from 
the ho se, and seated on a plank or on a cloth roller 
(dhone). Three handfuls of betel leaves and areca nuts 
are placed in her lap. Her maternal uncle then puts 01\ 

neck R. s ring of unwoven unbleached cotton thread 
with turmeric. The bride's headman asks the 

mbly if ne may proceed with the thonuku ceremony. 
their permi sicn, he takes from a 



ihiQVlfI''' nuts, and a cocoanut with s 
only the thumb, first, and ring fingers. 

.. 

this. he is expected to stand on one leg. and to 
the various things, without letting even a single 
nut fa.Il. in some places, the headman has the 
of doing this seated near the sieve. In other Pl~L(;Ci:J.::: 
is said to hold a knife in his hand. with a blade 
below the middle finger, and over the first fiug 

In connection with birth ceremonies, Mr. 
writes as follows. c. During labour, a sickle and 
nim (ilfdiu A;;adirarMa) leaves are always kept 
the cot, to ward off evil spirits, which will not 
iron. Difficulty during L'lbour is considered to 
the effect of kharma, and the method employed 
easing it is simple. Some mother, who has had 
• easy time,' is called tn, and presents the la 
woman with betel, etc. Should this not be .. H .. ,.,~aWi 

a line of persons is drawn up from the well to 
house, and water is passed from hand to hand 
it reaches the • easy time ' woman, who gjve~ the 
to the sufferer. This last resort is only sought 
extreme cases, but, when it is appealed to, even 
caste people will join in the line and help. After 
placenta has come away, the child is placed 
winnowing basket, which has been previously filled 
grain, and covered with a cloth. The umbilical 
cut, and the child is washed, and branded with a 
needle in all places, over twenty in all, which 
considered -ita!' When the urn bilical cord is cut, 
coin is placed over the navel for luck. This, 
grain in the basket, is the midwife's perquisite. 
the child present with the cord round its neck. a 

oRfred. If the child survives, a 
the day the t11ot:ber 
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1!h. placenta 's put in a pot, in which are nim 
Ie ves, . nd th' whole is buried in some convenient 
place. generally in the backyard. The reason for this 
is. aid to be that, unlc'ss the afterbirth wa;buried, dogs 
or other animals might carry it off, and ever after the 
child would be of a wandering disposition. The fir~t 

bat.h of the mother t.tkes place on the third, fifth, seventh, 
or ninth day after delivery. Eyery house in the particular 
quarter ends a potful of hot water. All the pots are 
plac d ncar the spot where the afterbirth was buried. 
The mother then comes from the house supported by 
two worn 'n, carrying in her hand the sickle and nim 
I aves. After worshipping 1he four mud gods ,,,,-hich 
h ve been pl~tCed on the spot, she takes . her seat on the 
C It on whirh she ,va:;, cunfined, ano, after haying her 

bOdy COy red with turmeric, and her head anointed 
with a mixture of rice, cht.:nam (lirr~e) and turmeric, she 
is Lathed by the worn n in attendance. After the hath, 
both th mother and child are garlanded with a root 
.. trung on trings, and worn round the neck and 'rist '. 
On ~ of th se is eaten every day by the mother. The 
motl r ris's and ntcrs lhe house, but. before doinCT so, 
she won;hips the four quarters on the thre~hold. The 
women who a~sisted in the bathing operation go to th ir 
home"', and batli their 0\ 'n children afterwards returnin~" 
to take p rt in a east provided by the parents of the 
newly-born child. On this day also a nam is given to 
he child. If nil p .. cvious children hav died, the child 

r lIed in leaf plates and rice, after which the nose and 
are piel'c d. Th' rice is given to the dogs, and 

child is named Pulligadu (used up leaf plates) or 
according 0 se., . hould the parents consider 

have a sufficiently large family, tbey nam~ the 
or Sala.kka (enough). There are ~."!:ll 



lnf"r<::tff'il)tI~ about teething. 
people say that the afterbirth has not been 
enough. Should the top teeth come fir!';t, it is 
to imply clanO'er to the maternal uncle, who 
gives his daughter in marriage to his nephew. 
called. and brings with him a cocoanut, the inner 
of which he crushes on the child's head. This m 
done without looking on the child. 
may not grow hair un their faces, th ir lips anJ chins 
rubbed with the afterbirth. The dried navel is 
prized as a r medy for sterility. 

In conpection witl. death ceremonies, Mr. Nic 
son writes as follows. "There is a difference in 
ceremonies pel formed by the VishnLlvite and 
sects. The former allow their people' to die in 
hous~; the latter, fearing pollution. remove the 
outside the door, as !';oon as it is ,:ecogmscd that 
is at hand. The . following description relates 
to the Vishnuvites or Namdans, but, wherever 
the difference of ceremony between the two sects 
noticed. As soon as it is recognized that a person is 
the point of death, the wife and children, or near rC1C.UIVIII'IJ 

gather round the rough string cot, and ask what 
dying person's last wishes are However bad a life 
have been led, the dying words are considered im 
atively binding. If at all possible. the son or " .. ,,,rna .. , 

the dying person will give a little food and a drin 
water; and, if there is no one to perform this 
-the rite which entitles the dying to hec.1.ven
the grief. 'May you have no one to give you 
to drink' is a most bitter curse. As soon as I 
d~parted, those who are standing by will close the 
and mouth, and stop the nostrils and ears. 

are icd together, wHilst the wife 



int.. nse at the head of the corpse. 
and left in lh<~ hOLlse. B 'forc this, the 
Have heard that things were serious, and havc come 
to rcnd or assistance. They now bring water for the 
bathing, and som' go to the ba7.ar for sweetmeats, etc., 
required in the subsecluent ceremonies. Some of the 
cIders go to call the Dasari, or priest, and, by the time 
he arri TCS, rice will have been prepared, and the hlood 
of a fowl sprinkled over the place ,,{here the death 
occurred. It should be mentioned that the head of tlie 
d. in" is always placed to the south. Yamudu, the god 
of (; eath and lora of Hade, is god of the south. Conse
quently, if the dead arose, if facing south he would go to 
the vii phcc. B, lying on the. back with the head to 

.outh tl ey ris .facing- north. and 50 escape an e"il 
fute. WI en th food is prepared, the corpse is removed 

ide., 1)3.t d, and wrapped in a new cloth. Betel n t 

leaf arc ground and put into the mouth, whilst the 
puts the n;imam (the mark of VIshnu) upon b th 

forehe d of the corpse and of th bearers. After th 
hinH of the, corp. e, and before it is wrapped in th, 

"",'"'Ur.", cl lth, a Rmall ... quare piece is torn out of the cloth, 
II!' .......... prescntcll to the Namhi of the temple. The corpse 
Bif:i/De,mp prepared, the priest and the wi~ nd relations of 

decca. ed, along with the bearers, at a ~ma.ll portion 
the food which has be n got ready. Immediately 

rising after having eaten, the corp e is lifted, and 
upon a rouah bier, wrapp d in a cloth, and. the 

proceed to the burying ground. The priest goes 
singing a funeral hymn, and at the end of each 
aU the people cry ovinda (one of die names of 

Following the prtest comes the 
his belt and in ignia of office. At 



After the CbaJavadhi come~ the corpse tarried by men 
are, 'Clccording to Tclugu relationship, brothers 
brothers, or sons of father's brother or mother's 
In the case of G\. married woman, the bearers must 
eith r husband or brothers. Following the corpse COlmt~S:_\t 

I th~ \ iCe or son, bearin: water and fire. hortly 
reaching the burial-ground, a halt is made. The 
sprinkles a little water on the ground, and the oier 
placed upon the spot with the fire at the head. 
face is then uncovered, and all look upon the 
fea tures for the last tim'.!. The reason given for the hal 
is that upon one OCCit. ion, according to tradition, the 
hearers bec-ame e. hausted, and, when they rested the 
bier upon the ground, the corpse arose alive. In carry· 
ing a dead body. it ·is always carried feet first. 
gr,l\'e, ",h ieh has been prepared beforehand, and Wu, ... u.-;". 

i!;; usually not more than three feet deep, is reach cd, 
the body is placed tberein with the head to 'ards the 
south. In the case.: of a male, atter being placed in the 
grave, the waist-cord and toe-rings ar removed, 
left in the grave. I n the case of a woman, the glass 
bracelets, bell-metal toe-rings, and bead necklace are Jeft, 
but no jewels of value or the marriage token a.r~ I 
After this is over, the b d ' is COy red with leaves of t 

tangedu tree (C aSSla a1trimlata). As a rule, ishnu 
\'it "s, before covering the body with leaves, take off 
dot in which it is wrapped, leaving it naked. This 
supposed to be emblematic of the nakedness with whlc~h(~a 
we enter upon life. The corpse is buried face unU~!lf'_rlc 

ann it is considered a means of future happiness 
the deceased jf those a~sembled throw earth into 
grave. The nearer the relationship of those doing 
the greater is the happiness conferred. Hence it 
always desired that a son should be present. After 
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grave has been filled up half ''liay with earth, three stones 
are placed, one at the head, one in the middJe, and one 
at the feet. Only the VIsllouvites do this. Upon the 
middle of these stones stands the priest, while the 
relatives of the deceased wash his feet, and put upon 
them the n<imam or sign of Vishnu. Whilst standing 
thus, they bargain and haggle as to what fee is to be 
paid. After this is over, the grave is completely filled 
in. and great care is taken that the corpse is so covered 
that it may not be disturbed by jackals and other animals, 
at any rate before the fifth day. If it should be disturbed. 
heaven will not be reached. So the Telugu curse < May 
the jacJ.oals eat your tongue' is a curse of damnation. 
1f he Saivites bllry their dead in the cloth. face down

ards. After the grave has been filled in, the fire 
carried by the SOI1 'is placed at the head of the grave. 
and incen~e is burnt. Then the water carried from the 
house is sprinkled over the grave. and the procession 
dt:parts homeward. On their way. they stop at some 
wayside well, and wash away their defilement, afterwards 

. sittinb on the edge of the well to chew betel and eat 
$wectmcats. They may also pay a vi it to the temple. 
where they again sit and gossip, but perform no wor hip. 
r the decea!:'ed be a woman leaving a husband, the talk 

he about arrangements for the marriage which will 
take place. Immediatel), the body is taken from 

house for buria l. the lamp \\hicb was first lighted 
extinguished, and another lighted in its place. Then 

who stay at home (the women do not usually 
a funeral) clean sweep the house, plastering it 

cow-dung. After this, they wait outside the house 
return of the burial party. The blood relations 

attended the burial come, and. without 
glance at the newly-lighted lamp, d,u;a·w 



homes, 
without touching any of the pots, they must 
water. Toddy nows freely at, the close of a 
Indeed. this is one of the occasions when excess is 
common. From now until the fifth day, when 
Divasalu ceremony take- place. fire and a lamp 
lighted at the grave each evening at sunset. 

"The Divasalu ceremony, which is observed by 
castes which follow the Ramanuja matham or SA. 
cult. is genp,rally performed at the dead of night, 
with as much ceremony as p ssible. All the N~ .... , ... _.,_, 
in the village are invited. each being separately "ClI.~~..". .• 

by the Kondigadu, who is a kind of messenger belong .. 
ing to the Da&ari or lYlfLla. priest. In former days, 
many of the Sudras u:)cd to attend this ceremony, 
of late, either through Malas more openly eating 
flesh of cows, or for some other reason. they 
attend, and. if they do ":;0, it is with great 
The Nambi. however, who is a SiWini, .. hould a 
Indeed, it is he who is the performer of the 
mony. The flesh required for the sacrifice is found 
slaughtering a sheep or a goat. Before killing it, 
water is poured into its mouth. and 1l1cense is 
before it. When the animal has been dism( mbered, 
head, guts, and blood are cooked in one plJt, the 
in another, the Ilesh in a third, whilst in a fourth 
bread is baked. Toddy and arrack (native spirit) 
also placed in re.'ldiness. After these preparations, 
Nambi draws upon the floor, on the spot where 
death occurred, the ashtakshari (eight-cornered) 
tram, repeating the while magical words. The 
is usually drawn with treble lines, one black, one 

At eflch corner are placed a 
of molasses, ... UJ .... L'· 



placed in the middle at one side. . 
are in Tamil. ano, roughly translated, arc as follows: 
'This is the mantram of Manar Nambi. This is the 
holy water of the sacred feet of . Nambi. 
This is the sc ret of holiness of the r08 sacred places. 
The .. c are the means for obtaining heaven. They arc 
for the saving of the sinner. This drawing is the seal 
of the saints. Countless sins have I committed; yet 
by thought on the saints is sin cleansed.' After the 
completion of the drawin , the officiating priest puts 
the holy mark of Vishnu the forehead _ of those who 
bring the vessels of cooked food. Then, to the cast 
side of the drawing. he makes two little piles of millet. 
He then asks (in Tamil) for the pot containing the 
he d, d.!lll for the toddy. The t\\<o hearers bring the 
pots, keeping e. 'actly together, and, as they reach the 
Nambi. each must exchange places with the other:. 
The priest then inscribes on one pot the ~'hcel (chakra), 
and on the other the conch shell, these being the sa<::red 
symbols of Vishnu. Before doing so, he wets the 
leaves of the tulasi plant (Ocimum sanctum) in a rice 
plate. and places them in a brass yesse) containing holy 

by his ide. Then, with the conch shell which he 
he pours some of the holy water into each pot, 

placing the pots upon the heaps of millet. 
a leaf plat is placed in the middle of the drawing. 
it is placed some of each variety of food cooked, 
with milk and ghi. Over all, another plate is 
as cover. During this time, so that no one 

see the ceremony. a sheet or blanket is held up 
tbe Nambi as a screen. He then takes two little 

with cotton-wool in a notch at the end, and 1J .... ...., .• 

steep in castor-oil. Whilst they are ~teePU 
~VI.;ucJ,nut, and, after ·un:;i:l~U~ 



the vessel containing holy 
the two pieces by tbe side of the heaps of grain 
which are the two pots. Then, taking up the 
sticks, and having made passes with them over 
whole drawing he lights them and holds them 
above the screen, so that the people on the other 
may see them. All then bmv down, and worship the 
lights. Then the bearers of the corpse are 
with the namam, after which the w hole of those "";;,,:, ....... J~' ... 'lI!!I:1!!II 

drink of the holy water in the brass vessel. 
holy water, betd, etc., ar not put intu the rice 
which is afterwards ,overed with soil upon the 
the grave. The party then ea.t the small portion of 
which may be left, and, after trimming th lamp, pf()CeeQlfli 

to their homes. The Nambi who officiates is supoo;se(1iI 
to be particularly holy. If he is wicked and un 
and yet draws and sits upon the magic diagrams, he 
bring loss and sorrow upon hlS mm head. 

"There is no other ceremony until the night of 
twelfth day. On this day, not only is the floor plastelrea 

with cow-dung, but the whole house is cleaned outside 
and in. All the inmates of the house bathe, shave, and 
put on clean clothes. Then, as on the fifth day, an 
animal is killed, and the flesh is cooked exactly as hpt,~ .... 
In the north-east or god's corner, the panchakshari (fi 
cornered) diagram is inscribed, and a handful of rice 
put in the middle. As before, cocoanuts, etc., are 
at the five corners; and b fore the drawing are 
five copper images. The Dasari who performs 
ceremony places two leaf plates before these .'. "~11!0"'" 
and, breaking a couple of cocoanuts, sacrifices to 
After this, the • ambi, Dasaris, Kondigadu, 
,tlP:U'Plro:: and bearers of the pots, each drink two 1lU:~HI 

of the flesh cooked in 



be party, consisting entirely of males, now 
much food as will be required for the forthcoming 

'IN>'rPlmony, and proceed towards the grave, \-'hich has 
p.revious to this plastered and decorated, and a 
shrine erected at the head. On their rrivaI, a 
m, called panchakshari is drawn on the grave in 

th·; .... ~.~n. yellow, and white. At the five corners are placed 
M:.";!~V\.U<l,uut, lime, etc. J n the middle is placed a leaf plate 

with food on it, and a cocoanut is offered, the two hah'es 
being placed one on ea.ch side of the plate. A lamp is 

lighted, and placed in the little shrine at the head 
the gra' , which the • 'ambi v.orships. It may be 

noted that the ashtakshari diawam is the sign of Vishnu 
arayanamurti. ann the (J''lnchakshari is the sign of 

The reason for both being used is that Vishnu is 
r·server, and Siva the destroyer. If Siva alone 

is wo· hipped, he will only cease from destroying; if 
ishnu alone is worshipped, he cannot keep fl'om 

de::;truction. H nee there is a sort of compromi e, so 
tha.t the benefits tendered by each god may be reaped. 
The Nambi no invests all the males pres Ilt with the 
namam, and, if there is a widow, sh is made to put on 
the bottu or small circular mark, the symbol most often 

associated with Iva. The widow is made to s it 
the middle of the house, with a leaf plate set before 

T here she is stripped of all the jewels she w re 
a married woman. Aftern ards she is taken inside 
some widows, and, after bathing, dons a cloth which 

been brought for her by her brothers. Her own 
is left outside, and must be sent from there to the 

It fler 'ard becomes a perquisite of the 
If the Lleceased was a married woman, the 

would be deprived of his toe-ring, bathed. and 
a new cloth. 



II On the occasion 
all supposed t(l be present, and the ceremony 
expensive one, poor people often spending 
occasion alone as much as they can earn in a 
of months. The first ceremony is not so e,'\.~, .... ,;~. 
and will only cost about five rupees. All the 
relatives of the dead man, or the brothers-in-law 
dead woman, must bring a 'uIe rice and some 
of incense. If they are quite unable to attend the 
mony, they will clean their own hOt!. es, and will 
perform some ceremony to the dccea"ed. The relati 
of the wife who come to t.he ceremony will not proceed 
the house. or even to the ca::.te quarters, but will go 
the toddy. hop, whence they send word of their . 
As soon as the heau of th<.' house hears of this. he 
proceeds to the toddy shop, and each one treats the 
to drink. If they de) not wish to drink, the one 
pour a little Jiquor int·:) the palm of the other. 
ceremony is called chcdllpaputa (the taking away 
bitterness). and without it they cannot visit une 
houses. These relatives must only partake of food 
the night of their arrival and next day, but on 
account must they linger till the light is lit 
thirteenth day. 

"The above ceremony is that performed by 
Namdaris or Vishnuvites, who are not afraid of poIl 
but who must do alI things according to a prescrl 
ritual. \Ve will now consider the ceremonies of 
10ndis or Saivites, who th ink little of ceremony, 

much of defilement. These take the dying pe 
side, and, as soon as it is realised that the end is 

arrangements are made as to who is to 
ooq>se, etc. Before the breath has left· 



wt"n1~'n smt:ar hem' elves with turmeric as.at a 'W'~~"'·in 

and put a circular red mark (bottu) Oil the forehead, 
whilst the men smear ashes on their foreh~ds, As soon 
as the food i~ cooked, the dead body is washed, and 
placed upon a bier. Most of the Vishnuvites do not use 
a. bier. The cllrJ>~e is carried to the grave, accompanied 
with fire and water as in the Vishnuvite ceremony. 
Shortly before the grave-yard is reached, a halt is made. 
The doth 'which has been placed over the face is torn, 
and a conking pot is broken after which the body is 
taken to the grave, and buried without cu ering, lying 
prune on the face. After the earth has 'been filled in, 
d c !'on of the deceased takes an earthen water-pot full 
of water, and bores a 'hole in it, so that the water may 

He t1 en mak(!s three circuit:, of the grave, 
allowing the water to flow on the ground. After each 
circuit, he makes a fresh hole in the pot. He then goes 
awn without lookinrr back on the (rrave. \Vhen the 
fun ral party, which consists only of men, reaches the 
hQuse, they find that tiomc or the old women have made 
a beap of cow-dung, al the top of which i~ a little hollow 

with water. Those who have returned from the 
dip their great toes in this vater, and then linger 

the threshold to worship the lamp which is inside. 
this, th lamp is taken. and thrown outside the 

and, on their return, they bathe in hot \\-"ater. 
Saivites perform the first ceremony for the dead on 

third day. and the) ha"e neither Nambi nor priest. 
perform the whole c remon)" themselves. Like the 

they thoroughly cleanse and plaster 
There i!.> no animal sacrifice, but food is 

'With vegetables. . A tray is plaited from the --..; ......... :». 

tree (T a11f.lJri"d14S 'z'ndica). and 



Dasaris have' inam (rent:free) Janas, but 

five on the charity of the people. They do 
alm~, but sing hymns in hono 'r of Chennudu or 
. r uni, They also offi iatc a - a ort of 
their services are requisitioned at the time of 
marriage, hair-cutting. and the creation of Basav 
Dasaris. The Da~ari who officiates at a wedding 
mony cannot act in a case of death. There is, in 
west Telugu country. a class called V{trapu Dasari, 
act as pujari.. for the Sudras. and in all places 
Dasari rec h'es c/'rtain {'molumcnt~ from Cidras 
singing at weddings and fUMrals. The' rec >ive 
from all classes. Occasionally disturbances tal'e pJeLCClM 

on account of the Saivilcs ()bjccting t) the 
coming into their streets. and it is at such times 
the e th'lt pa\."~idamu is said to tal'c place. It is 
believed that, if a Dflsari i~ offf'nded, he will re\'e:l)2.,'il 
himself in smaller offences uy piercing his cheeks 
side, for a seriuus offence by kitling himself, gen 
by severing the head from the body. J f 0ne kills 
self in this way, the news is said 10 be immedia 
and miraculously communicated to every Dftsari 
Nambi in the- country. They all come to the 
where th body lies. Until their arrival, this has be1emm 
kept covered with a new cloth, and water is co lstanl~tI 
sprinkled over it. to keep the wounds from drying 
When the Gurus, Dasaris, and others arc col 
they show their magic power by frying fish, 
come to life again on being placed in water, 
cutting limes in two and making thcm join 

the remainder sing hymns to 
of Govjnda., The Gurus 

sacred of 



bl':te, .. le. This tood offering is carried to the 
ak,ng , ·i th fire and water at about eight o'clock 
~h' morning. 7h<: man \vhl) carries the food must wear 
only a lorn dClh, and yet with this he must manage 
to cover his head. On reaching the grave, they wor

ship. The tra) is left at the head of the grave, and 
the people reti, e a short distance, and there wait until 

a crow IJr a ki:e comes, Clnd takes food from the tray. 
The more qui.::kly this occurs, the grl"..:tter the merit 
/btaincd b} the decca5ed. They never go away l~ntil 

:l' cither th(> 011(' or the other of these birds comes. They 
afterwards proceed to the well. and bathe fully. . On 
th\! h\ elftb day, another ccrrmony is performed. In 
the m'Jrning, all those taking part in the ceremony 
proceed LO some place oLltside the village where they 

shave, and put on clean clothe::> wh.ch have corn~ direct to 
that place frum the washerman. They then go to some 

. templc, Hud there obtain a little holy water. ,ith which 
theY.':-l.ftcrwards sprinkle thcmsehes, the widow. and the 
hou::>c of the clcceas'd. The widow i: then arraycd in 
all her clothes and jewel , and is taken weeping to t.he 
1 widow's harbour.' There a stone image is set up, and 
worshipped. Then the WOffi:1.n'S jewels are taken off, 
and her br~tc It~t!) broken. Sw et food is cooked and 

of, ..... 11 bathe, and return to their homes. After 
ceremony, poor people will sta.y in their hou 's 

thret~ day$, and rich people for ( much longer period. 
several y ar . on the annivers ry of the death, 
little ceremony is II u< By IJerformed." 
eonnection with Mala Dasaris, to whom reference 

been made, Mr . .t ~icholson writes as follOW$. 
is a considerable number of imlividuals 
their living- through 



singing or reciting the Dandakamu, 
Dasaris da.nce a danre called the req uest 
lotus flower is simulated by arranging betel leaves 
small chembu (metal vessel), and this is placed 
plate along with the severed head. The tray is 
carried three tin~es round the corpse by the wile 
deceased if he wag married; if not, by his mothet i 
if he had no kin, by a Basa\'i. The head is then ta 
by the Guru, Hod fi. 'ed properly to the trunk, 
junction being plentifully daubed with sacred 
(tirumani). ,A new cloth is then spread over the " ........... -
and a network of flowers owr all. The Dasaris 
walk round the corpse, calling on Tembaru M 
repeating at the same timc a mantram. Then 
marya, the caste Guru. strokes the corpse from head 
foot three tim "jth his stdJf, after \'hich he places 
foot on the head of the corpse, and calls OIl th body 
rise. The ability of the Dasarjg to perform thi 
';s implicitly believed in. Some 1 have asked have 
it attempted, but on one occasion it failed because 
wife w:ts unwell (under menstrual pollution). 
occasion, the ceremony \ as not carried out with 
reverence, and failed in consequence . 

.. The chief people among the D<lsaris nre 
AnnaJayya. Godugulayya (umbrella l11('n), and 
layya (horn-blower~). The Dasaris have got 
badges of officc, which are ~ul'posed to have been 
by Chennudu on the conquest of Vijayanagar. 
ing to tradition, between the 8th and [Ith 

.D. there was great rh'alry b tween the 
sects, and it is supposed that 

side of the Vishnuvites, by Ul,""·""U. 



gvd Cht'nnudu 'as able to suppress and overcome 
foHower of ·Siva. He thus became the Guru of 
.. 1a!as.] The Dasari's insignia consist ~f an iron staff, 
cOl'per pot, tiger skin, antelope skin, etc. Besides these, 
some of the chief I);lsaris are said to pos5ess copper 
in criptions (rj\'cn to them by thE! kings of Vijayanagar. 
but these they rduse to aJ:o :v anyone to see." 

~onccrnin~ the pro: ctice or making Basavis (dedicated 
1Jw.titut(s). l\'Tr. fj cholson writes as follows. .. The 

origin of th(! Bas,wis is said to be thus. III former 
time~, the I\sadhis had thl' duty and privilege of dancing 
and sil1giug bci"flrc the God, l,ut this office was always 
pCI formed by a nJdlc. On one occasion, there was no 
male to take up the duti,..;, and. as there was no prospect 
\Jf further chiJJren, olle of the daughters was appointed 
to the \\ ork. so that the. liveliltood would not be lost. 
Then no olle came forward to marry the g-irl, and she 
found it impossible to live a good li~ _. The fact, hm,,"· 
-ev~r, that she was a s n'ant of the God kept her from 
disgrac , and from that time it has been customary to 
de<licatc these girls to the God's SerVlCC. No, 'aclays, 

girl goes through a ccn ... m9JlY with a knife, which ic; 
1li&'~·~.~<l"'\:;;I.,! in front of the Gou, and, as at ordinary wcddin _, 

arc all the variulls ceremonies I erformed, and 
eaten. If, t the time of the wedding, any man 

Mjsn(~ to have a sort of proprietary right, he may obtain 
same by paying a sort of dowry. The elders of the 

• must crive their consent to the dedication, and 
" 

ignify this' by eating out of the same plate as 
bride. In the west Tclugu country, parents who 

~ood looking- daughters, no matter what their ""Cl~",'" 
.~l,nellI1 as Basavis. But, in the east Telugu 

Asadhi, Beineni. and Pambala people do 
be 



are consecrat<:.u to the God. Consequently, 
though a life of sin, is not considered so by the 
Yet by a strange inconsistency, men 
Basa is are immediately branded as loose men. 
first few year::. of a Basavi'c; life are full of ptofit, 
is probably for this reason that parents are willing 
sacr ifice their daughters. Afterwards, when the c 
of outh are passed, the Basavi r'sorts to 
with t wo or three more, obta.in~·' precarious 
by music and dancing. Their children have a 
the maternal father's property. 

I, The above account of a Basavi's dedication apl~UC_ 
to the Asadhis or singing beggars. The following 
more detailed descriptlOn of the ceremony as perror 
by the Dasaris. The girl to be dedicated is dressed 
a white ravike and cloth. after which she is '-VJIl ..... ..l .... ' 

to the priest who is to officiate. He burns the 
a chank and chahatr on the girl's shoulders, prese 
to lier at the same rime holy water. After this, 
priest receives the guruvu kanika, which consists 
only of five rupees, but also five se rs of rice, five COICOI!m11 

nuts, five garlics, and a quarter of a s er of betel 
The persoll giving the girl away now receives penn 
from the people and Guruvu, and a ttach s the 
symbol to the girl 's neck. Before the tali is tied, 
g irl is made to sit on a blanket, upon which has 
drawn the I th rone,' with her hands which clasp 
Garuda stambba t ied together with a wreath of 
Befor the hands arc unbound, in place of the 
dowry of about twenty rupees, five duddu ( 
coins) are g iven into the hand of the priest. 

now worship the beggar's staff, 
u.,~~.in2 to the place of lodgingj food is 

the ceremonies are nI'Oll'fnlmD 



village shrine. bUL, at times of festival, they are per
C~£nll'ml.d before the God, in honour of whom the festival 

b jng eid. On returning to the village. the girl is 
oblig d, for five consecutive Saturdays. to go round the 

accompanied by a D<1sari, to whose food and 
comfort she has to attend. ThIs is, no doubt, a public 
annOunc m 'nt of the T,rofcssion the girl ha5 had put 
upon her. When puberty is arrived at, a fea t is giYcn, 
and th nceforward tbe girl is her own mistress." 

The Malas worship a variety of deities, includ
Gurappa, Subbarayadu, Gunnathadu, unka.Jaroma, 

P,a)c amma, Gangamma, and Gontiya1amma. In con-
neCtion with th worship of the goddess Gontiyalamma, 
Mr. F. R. H"ming\\'uy writes, in a note on the 1\1<11as of 

God<lvari district, lh t "the special caste deity is 
.. n;,~v,,, .. ·yalamma, the mother of the five Pandava brethren. 

say that Bhima th;-catcncd to kill his mother, ,,,ho 
_tiyv'~. refuge-under ~ cvireni pot (p inted pot used at 
HP'ecJldUrlJ;rI;) in a Mal i" house. For this she was solemnly 

son who said that she sbould remain 
for ~ver. In commemoration of this 
of growing paddy (rice) is pullcd up 
Dasara fcstival, and. ight uays later, 
to its roots is mIxed with turmeric and 

i~to < n ima e of the godd<'ss, and hidden 
rem pot. For thc next six months this 
hipped ever Sunua' by all the villagers 
on the Sivaratri night, it is taken round 

accompanied by all the Mc1Jas hearing pots 
other food carried in a kavadi, and is finally 

1Ii.'~""f'h much ceremony into a river or tank (pond 
is supposed to mean that the ~oddlesli";;·~'{,1 

rl2Jl~··c.Ql, .. tbe caste, that she has 



back with suitable gifts (the rice. etc.) to her ..u ... _ 

A common form of religious vow among 
promise to send a cloth and a cow with the 
the last day of the rite, the gifts being 
presented to a married daughter. " It \5 
1\1r. Hemingway that both M[t1as and Madigas 
feast in honour of th ir ancestors at P 
uncommon rite. 

In the Godavari district scarcity of rain is dealt 
in various ,,,ays. .. I t is considered very CtTICaClC.utt 
the Brahmans take in proces ion round the 
image of \ aruna (the gael of rain) made of mud 
the tankof a river or tank. Another method is to 
1,000 pots of water oyer the lingam in the Siva 
lvlalas tie a live frog to a .mortar, and put on the 
the latter a mud figure representing Gontiya 
They then take the e objects in proces 'ion, 
, Mother frog. playing in water, pour rain by pots 
The vil19-gers of other castes then come and pour 
over the Malas."* l1r. "Jicholson writes that, to 
ducc rain in the Telugu country, "two boys 
frog, and put it into a ba ket with some nim 
A~adirachta ) leaves. They tie the basket to the 
of a stick, which they support on their shOll 
this manner they make a circuit of the village, 
every house, singing the praises of the god of 
The greater the noise the captive animal 
better the omen, and the mar gain for the boys, 
every housC', they receive something in recogn 
their endeavour to bring rain upon the village nCJWl;'1:~ 

Mala Arayan.-The Mala Arayans are CJ.~!JCf;U: 
the Travancore Census Report, 1901, 



who- are a little more civilized thnq the 
.and hav fix d ab des on the slopes of high 

11 ranges. Their village' are fine-looking, with 
and palms all round. They ~re superior in appear
to most other hill trib 5, but are generally short in 

Some of the Arayans are rich, and own large 
l/IJiW)ts of culti ated grounds, They seldom work for hire. 

carry loads. A curiou' custom with them i that 
m' n in the family has his own room separate from 

rest, which only he and his wife are p rmitted to 
'1 hey are very gc,od hunters and ha 'C a parti

fur monkey fl sh. As wizards they stand very hig-h, 
all th· low-country people cherish a p culiar dread 
them. lakkathay;un i the prevailing form of 

_-=-,,'tanc· (from tath I' to son), but among a few families 
th:yam (inheritance through the female line) 

as an exception. Their languacre is a corrupt 
ofJ\Jalaya am. Their marring ceremony is simple. 
bride room and bride !'oil and eal on the sa.mc plan-
1 f, aft r wh i h th L'ili (marriage badge) is tied. 
brid( the n l'i izes any or,nam fit or cooking yes el 

hOll.c, sayin that it i, h r rath r's. Th bride
sna chcs it from h r. and tb m rri grit i 

Birth pollution is of consid rable jml (Jrt-
It la t for whole month for the father, and for 

. day The Arayans bury their 



In a dctailed aCl'ount of the 
'.' Mateer \ 'rites al> folio 's,f!J . The .Araynns 

their dead ; cons q u(>ntl t here are many anci 11 t tum 
in the. e hills. 'vidcntlv"r- W'S )f chief, bho in 

J 0 

til , ~amt! fragrnents of pottel)', urass figurl~s, 

\ 'eapon . etc" as are iound in other ~illlilar l'J 
These tumuli arl' often surrounded with long splinN.,.A.r-n 

pie es of g.anitt:. fn'nl ,'i)~ht to twelve or fifteen feet 
length, set lip on end, with sacrificial altar~ ' Ind ot 
remains, ~videntl)' centuries old. ~ 1 umcrou 'ult", 
called Pandi Kuri, arc s('cn in all their hills. 
stand nortl. al.t!. south, the drcular opening being 
th south; a round stone j. fitted to this aperture, W 

another acting as <L long lever, to prevent it· falling out 
th sides, as al~o the stones of the top and hottom, 
sing!· '·labs. To this day the Arayan rnak sirn 
little cells (if pieces of ~tonc the whole forming a box 
fe inches square; and, on "he neath of a member of 
family, the spirit is suppc s<:d to pass, as the body 
beill'T buried, into a bras ' or ilver imagct wh'ch is 
jnto this vault; jf th· ani . ar" very poor, an UlJ'JUliMI 
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;;mOl th 5t ,n suffices. A ew offerings of milk, ice, 
todd}" and gr,ee {c1arifica hurter) are made, a torch 
is lighted and extinguished, the figw'c placed inside the 
cell, and the covering hastily put on; then all leave. 
On the anniversary, similar offerings bing made. the 
Slone is lifted off, and again hastily closed. The spirit 
's thus :,upposed to b enclosed; no one ventures to 
touch the cell at any other time. 

1/ The objects of Arayan worship are the spirits of 
tb -ir ancestors, or certain local demons supposed to 
re -ide in rocks or peaks, and having influence only over 
particul r villages or families. The religious ervices 
rendered to the e are intended to depr('cate anger rather 
than to seek benefits; but in no case is lust to be 

1 tifico, or w eked ness practiced, as pleasing to these 
deiti s. Qlle of their ancest rs is represented by a 
bras' imag about three inches in height, the back of 
th. h ad hollow, the hands holding a club and a gun. 
Thi r ,prc"ents a demonized man of wicked ch tact r, 
who liv d about a century ago. He i said to ha 'e 
be.u n his \\ if LO death with a club; wherefore the 

break hi skull, at d h became a 
Another image carried an umbrella 

staff, and h a milder countenance-this was a 
MlIlOOO demon. One such imag> is kep in ach fami! " 

which th spirit is supposed :-,ctu, 11)' to reside. They 
also put into the little ~quare hambers described 

The R v. V. J. Richards, of etta am. has 
me with the following hi'story, which thrO\ 'S 

light upon this curiou!=; superstition. 'Talanani 
priest r orad -revealcr of the hunting deity, 

whos hief sbrine is in _ avarimala, a hill 
the Travancore ghats. The duty of Talanani 

himself out in his sword, bangles, 



etc., and, highly frenzied with 
dri k, dance in a hotrid convulsive fashion 
idols, and reveal in unearthly shricks what the 
decreed on any particular matter. lIe belonged 
Hill Arayan ,.il1a. e of Eruma-p.tra (the rock 
she-buffalo), some eight miles from 11elkavu, 
most devoted to his i lolatry, and rath r 
in his pcctiliar way of showing his zeal. 
pilgrims irom his vill, ge llsed to go to Sav;:u i 
pilgrimage which is always. for fear of the tigt!rs 
other, 'ild heast!i, rerform d in c()lllpanie of 
fifty-our hero wOltld give out that he wa"> not 
and yet, when they reached the shrin of their 
there bCfore them was the sorcerer, so that he was 
famous am Ilg his fcl1o\'s and favollrcu of the 

'ow, while things wer> in this way. Talanani wa~ 
by the neighbouring Chllg-ans during one of his 
bouts, and th' 111 .lrderers, bur ing his body in 
depths of the jungle. thought that their crime 
never be; found out; but th(' tigers-Ayappan's 
in respect to so true a friend of their m'aster, 

open the grave, and removing the corpse, laid 
the ground. The wild elephants found the boay. 
reverently took it wh re friends might disCOycf it, 
d plague of small-pox havlOg attacked the C 
another oracle declared it was sent by Sc1stavu 
Travancore hill boundary (Tod, called also Cha 
~fJ.ttan) in anger at the crime that had been com 
and that the evil would not bilte until the m 
rna an image of the lead priest, and worsh.· .. ' ......... '; 
This they did, placing' il in a grave, and 
temple no bigger than a sm. II dog kennel. 
itself is about four inches high, of bronze. 

Talanani became priest and beneficiary 



\\ : h war:; rich in offering::. of rrack, parched 
r c. an me. t vO .. ed by the Arayans when the) sallied 
ut on hUllting expeditions. All the dpsccndants of 

Talaafilli arc Christians, the result of th Rev. Henry 
Baker's worl.. The last heir ho was in possession of 
the idol, word, b- ngle, beads, and wand of the sorcerer, 
handd tb 'm over to the R'v. \V. ]. Richards in I88l.' 

• Lamps to the memory of their ancestors were 
kept burning in little hutb, and at stones used to repre

nt the spirits of their • ncestors. At one spot, where 
~hc genii were supposed to reside, there was a frag-
10 nt f granite well oiled, ,wd surrounded by a great 
, umber of extinguished torches. A most fearful demon 

aid to reside in a hollow tree. which had been 
• peel b thou.l'lnds of families. They did not 

I no\' t l' precis' hole in which the symbol was to b,. 
found ; hen discov red. it looked like the hilt of an 

o . One deity was said by the priest of a 
_rf't'T~'n hi 1 to ha'e placed thr e curious looking rock:; 

• ting-pl ces Ii r himself on his journey to the peak. 
f(: red to famous demons residing in 

I t has be n observed th.tt. in cases of 

reaming out th answer 
the kudumi, and has 
nts; and i vokes the 



"They have ~om~acred· groves, where 
fire a gun, or speak abm e a breath; they have 
si(Tns also to be ob'crved \ hen 6. ·jng on 
cultivation or the site (If a house, but no other e 
religious r' tes. Inc bosing a picc of ground for 
vation, before cutting the jungle they take five 
of bark of equal length, and knot all the ends torre 
holding them in the left hand by the middle. If 
when tied, form a pcricct circle, the omen is lucky, 
the position in which tht~ cord falls on the ground 
carefully noted by the bystanders." 

Mala Nayakkan.-A name returned by 
Malaiyalis at tjmes of census. 

Mala Vedan -Sa \ '(!u' n. 
Malai-kanda.-A sub-di\'ision of \'cllala. 
Malaiman.-Sct! C d,Li '{lI1. 

Malaiyadi (foot of Lhe hills).- '\ sub-division 
Konga Vell5.ia. 

Malakkar.-lt is recorded, in th<.' Gazetteer 
Malabar, that .. the M alakkars, a.lso called Malam 
tanmar anc11'vlalup,lTlikkat', are a compan.tively s np':'i",WoII 

tr'iL _ of jungle cultivators and hUlllcrs found in 
alicut and Ernad hills. They follow the mar~ ........ ",:".,.. 

katayam system (of inheritance in the female line), 
obselvc pollution for twelve daY5. They call lheir h 
illam:;, and. if they leave them to go down to the ..., ...... _ 
must bathe before returning. They consider them 
polluted by all c; st s below layars. The nam' ....... ,u .... ml 

i prop rlya title, meaning elder, confirmed on 
headman by their janmis (landlords). Their chief 
is Malade\'an. They are good forest watchers 
eJephant catchers. n 

Malara (a bundle of glass bangles, as carried 
sale).-An c;xogamous sept of Gauda. 



Malasar.-The 
th CoimbatcJre cljstriC't, and in the Cochin State. 

foHowill a 'count of them was given by Bucbanan a 
century a~~o.1j< "The forests here are divided into 
Pucldies, each of which has its boundary ascertained, and 
C( ntains one or more families of a rude tribe, called 
1alasir. Both the Puddy and its inhabitants are 

crmr:;jdcrcd as the propcrty of some landlord, who farms' 
out I.he labour of these poor people, with all they 
collect, to some trader (Chitty or ManadiJ. IIflving 
sem for some of these poor Malasirs. they informed me 
that they live in small villages of five or six huts. 
situated in the skirts of the woods on the hills of 
Daraporam, Ani-malaya, and Pali-ghal. They speak a 
mi~turc of tlJt, Tamui and MalayaJa languages. They 

are a better looking- people than the slaves, but are ill
clothed, nast) I and apparf'ntly ill-fed. They collect 
drugs for the trader, to whom they are let. rtnd receive 
from him a subsistence, when they can procure for 
him anytl 'ng of value. He has the exclusive right of 
purchasing all that they. bave for sale, clOd of supp.lying 
them with It and other necessaries. A great part of 
their food consists (If wild yams (DioS(or a), which they 
dig when they ha'\'c nothing to give to the tradt,;!: for 

They cultivate some small spots in the woo s 
after the c tu-cadu fashi n, both on their 0 m account 

on that of the neighbouring farmers, who receive 
produce, and give the Ilalasirs hire. The articles 

in thi::o manner are ragi (Eleusi118 O:mlCana), 
(Do/t'r/;(ls Lnblab), amI tonda (Riri1tllS communis). 

also hired to cut timber and firewood. The 
tribe is called Mallung, who is represented 



by a stone that i encircled by a wall, which 
temple. Once a )ear, in April, a sacrifice of 

offerings of rice, honey, and the like, arc made 
l\'1alasir to this ru e idol. If this be neglected, the 
sends elephants and tigers to destroy both them 
t.heir houses." 

The .Malasars are described, in the I\Iadras 
Report. 190J, as " a forest tribe living by hill clIlti 
and day labour. They are good at game-tracking, 
very handy with their a.'es, with the help of 
they will construct a bamboo hOllse for the 
sportsman in a few hours. They reside in ham 
kno n as pathls. each of wh'ch has a headman, 
Vendari, who eXt'r~ises the u:ual 'mthorit " with 
a si tanee of a panchayat (council). One of tl1 
ments inflicted by panch:i.yats is to make the culprit 
a heavy load of sand [0;" some distance, and then 
with it on hi, h("c.d arid beg for forgiven sS, 

worship Kclli antI Tariamman. the small-p " 
but their 'pecial deity is Man:;.kadatta, to whom they 
rifice fowls and sheep in the l\lclsi. A man of the 
acts as priest on these occd.sions, and keeps the. 
of the offerIngs as his perquisite. An unusual item 
th ir w.edding ceremonies is the tying of an iron ring 
the bridegroom's wrist. They will eat and drink aIm 
anything, except vermin and cobras. The 
regard themgch es as superior to the Mala 'ars." 
is noted, in the Mnnua of the Coimbatore district, 
"the Malasan; live at a much lower elevation than 
Kadars. They are found almost down on the 
and along the slopes ncar the foot of the hills. 
are somewhat sturdier in general build, but have 

.. "' ...... a£ii.l.:U~rjstic feature~ of regular < hillmen. They 
de'Detlde,d;on in any way, but will desert en 
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Q(' :.ltliill st excuse. Th'Y commit dacoities when vcr. 
th yea 1 Opf. rtunity, and, in fact, even to this day, 
the roads near tbe foot of the hills ar rar ly tra\'ersed 
b 10 '-country natives e. ·cept in small bands, from fear 
of th Mal sars. On the other hand, the Malasars are 
I cful a Leing excellent axemen; and as baggage 

coolies th y can hardly be di 'pen d with. They carry 
C r the most part on their h ads like low-country coolies. 
but unlike the Kadars and Puliyars, who, when they can 
b(' indue ( to carry at all. CatTY load on their backs," 

There may b said to be three grades of MaJasars. 
iz .. the lalai (hill) Malasars, who live on the hills 

( '.g., a Mount -tuart on Anaimalais). and the l\1:alasars 
wh live on the lopes and the plains. I t is said that 

adir and Eraw J rs arc a(lmitted into the M alasar ca:te. 
Tile l' allin, . bst< in from eating the flesh of th " bison • 
. .no. c ,vherea the M alasar will eat the carrion of 

The settlements of the Malasars are 
The e 

work s coolies, while oth r5 are 
• s agricultur 1 hbourer, or in collecting 

landlord keeps under him a number 
whom he gi\es land free of rent, on 



their food-crops. 
to work in the fields, and do other services 
landlord (l\Iannadi), who e,'ercises absolute 
them. Sometimes, if a landholder has a 
again t another, it is not difficult to induce his 
to damage the crops of his enemy. The operations 
nected with the catching and taming of wild ...... , •. aNO 

are carried out by Malasars. They are 
lazy, and will take a. week's wages in ad anee, 
spend a. good portion thereof on drink on the 
day, \Vith the r mainder provisions arc pure 
and they may only put in three or four days' 
the week. Like other hill tribes, they dig tip 
when food is scarce. 

Marriage is generally adult. though infant 
is not prohibited. The Malasars of the plains 
the marriage c remonies at the h me of t 
MonJay is considered an auspicious cia r for their 
bration. On the previous day, the contracting 
stand on a pestle, and arc anointed, and batbe. 
balls of cooked rice, coloured red and black. are 
in a tray, and lighted \vicks are stuck into them. 
flames from the two wicks should be of the ~ame hei 
or the omens would be considered unfavourable. 
lights are waved in front of the bride and 
to ward off the evil eye. After bathing, the couple 
seated on a dais within the marriage pandal 
and the bridegroom ties the tali (marriage badge) 
neck of th bride, and their hands are:: joined by 
Muppan (h ·adman). The tali consists of a brass 
tied to a string dyed with turmeric. The couple 

Same leaf or plate, and tlie ceremony is at 
. Malasars bring the bride to 

the marriage rp,·pm..,., 



goes on a \Vednesday to the bride's 
h('r to his home on the following day. 

pandal. made of Sorghum and bamboo stems, is erected. 
Towards evening, the tali is tied, and the fingers of 
tlk~ contracting couple are linked together (kaidharam). 
They eat together from the same plate. The bridegroom 
shQuld feed his relations and friends at his own house, 
as well as at that of the bride. He generally presents 
his mother-in-law with a female cloth, with an eight 
anna bit tied in. the skirt thereof. 

Ancestor worship j important among the Malayans. 
Before commencing their ceremonies, cooked rice and 

1:l:>,,'k1i"'- flesh of.the fowl are offered to the ancestors on seven 
On the ()cc~silJn of a marriage, a little of the 

-'!In1"wt is eaten by the bridegroom on a Wednesday. before 
proceeds to the home of the bride. 
vVhcn a girl reaches maturity, she occupies a separate 
for seven days. On the eventh day, she bathe 
goes to the dwelling hut. A measure and a lamp 
placed before the hut. and th girl has to go over 

with her right foot foremost. 5h then steps back
and again goes over them before ntering th hut. 

dead are usually buried, face upward. If the 
person was an eld r, his personal effects, such a~ 

walking-stick. and clothes, are buried with him, 
corpse is cr mated. Sometimes, the dead are 
in a sitting posture, in a niche excavated on one 
the grave. In the case of the Malasars of t~ 

the widow chews betel leaf and areca nuts and 
betel over the eyes and neck of the "'''',"n ... , 

after death, cooked rice and .meat 
of the deceased on seven arka 

The male members 



the plains 
F£ctts glomerata tree sacred, and worship it 
At least one branch thereof should be used 
construction of the marriage 'pandaJ, and the 
hut should be made of it. The Malasars of the 
also avoid the use of the POllgamia glabra tree 
any purpose. The hill l\1alasars worship, 
other deities, Ponnalamman (Ma.riamma), Pul 
(Gam~sa), and l"aliamman. To Ponnalamman, 
and buffaloes are sacrificed once a year. The 
worshipped by the Malasars of the plains is 
(Ma.riamma), at whose festival a stake is fixed in 
ground. and eventually shaken by the Malasars. 
removed by Paraiyans. The Malasa! women of 
plains wear glass bangles only on the 1 ~ft wrist. 
woman puts S.lch bangles on both wrists, the 
are sa.id to break them, and report the matter to 
Muppan, who is expected to fine the woman. 
Paraiyan women. like the Malasars, only wear 
bangles on one wrist, they take the wearing of 
on both wrists by Malasar women, who are only 
equals, as an insult. 

The following graphic account of a Kama 
Play, in which Malasars are represented, has been 
by Mr ... G. Roberts.- ., The play, as the writer 
it in a little village on the banks of the Amravati 
was at once a mystery or miracle play, a mime, a 
that strangely recalled the Greek choral tragedies, 
a satyric drama. These vario s ingredients gave 
quaint nebulous character, the play now crystallising 

drama, and again dissolving into a reI' 
as an undc~standing of the Greek 



n c' sary for the full grasping of the meaning of a Greek 
ragcdy, so it is necessary to portray the legend, hich 

is the ba is of this mystery, all the more as the charac
t rare H Illdu gods. Kama, then, is the 1-1 indu Cupid, 
not a tiny little child like the loman god of love, but 
mol' like Eros. He has beautiful attr ibutes. II is bow 
i., of the sugar-cane; his arrow" ar tipped with 
flowers; and his bo~-string is a chain of b('es-a pretty 
touch that recalls the swallow song of the Homeric 
bl) v tring. For all that, the genius of the country 
has modified the local Idea of Eros. He has long ago 
fC'lUtld his P'yche: in point f fact, this Hi,ndu Eros is a 
married man. Hi wife, Rathi, is ' the other speaHng 
en r< rf~r, and ~hc certa1l11y displays a beautiful elo
qu nc not unfitting her p silion. Moreover, like every 
married man, Kama has a father-in-law, and h r the 
tragedy b gins to 100m out of the playful surrounding~ 

of a god of love of whatever nation or clime. Si a, the 
destroyer, he of the bright blue neck, the dwell r, a.: 
i<ama tauntingly says, among rraV'5 and dead men' 
ashe ; Siva, might· in p('nanc , is father of Rathi. I) 

play itself, h is not v n a mula pC"sm a; he does 
not appear at all. \: 'hat h do's is only adumbrated by 
the acti tl or song of th oth r charact(>rs. The leg nd 

'kingl)' illustrate th' Hindu view of 1 en~lO e. Briefly 
'~""''''''', it is that anyone who performs any penance for 

sufncien tly long time acquires 'uch a store of pm 'er 
virtu, that th ' v r ' gods themsclv s cannot 

it. Hindu mythology affords man' e. 'ampl s of 
bell f. Siva himself, in Oil of his incarnations, 

the wbole Indian lrmpus and the uni 'erse at 
from a c1cmi-god, \ 'ho, by years of penance, had 

charged, as it were, with pow r, like a religious 
accumulator: The early sage and 



Indian story had greater facilities 
of this re~er\'e of po 'er, in that their 
ccnwrie' or even aeons. It may be imagined that ~r~. 
centuries of pe lane increased the performer' 
to a degree not expressible in modern figures! 
case, the gods had vie ved ... vith alarm a penance w 
Si a had begun, and \\ hieh hreatencd to make 
master of all creatio 1. In spite of a f,... grotesq 

attributes, the mythology lends to Siva a character 
once terrific and awe-inspiring. \ hen his third 
was closed on one oeca i n. the universe vas . 
in darkne s and the legend under cli. Cll sion pr $ n 

a solemn picture of, the god, sitting with li rosary in 
sackcloth and i.l..;hes, imm r. cd in his un ndin pcnclllce. 
1-ama was deputed to break th spell. 1 cconlpanied 
by his nym hs, he sported befor the l'cclu e, 
all shapes that could' shake th' aintship of an Hrtl'l"ri""'~,l 

rite,' till tb i,. ('rit' ntal St. AntLony, but too thorou 
aroused, up ned hi ... tremelldous frontal • e, and, with 
flashing glance of ra re, consumed the rash intruder 

his olitude. Such is the leg nd which supplits the 
. c10 'jng sc ne of the life of I ama, a Ii£,· that is 
brated, as March begins, · with several d. ys' I cjoicill 
evc;ry tOwn and village of Southern Incli t, '1 he wri 
h d se n the heap of brich that support the K 
pillar in a village which he visited a. ~"'W months 

after first landing in I ndia. As 1\1 arch came round, he 
a v them in whate' er vi] age his w rk bra ght him, 

and the lege ld 'a::; jmpr~ssed hiG memory by a 
case in court, in , hieh the momentous word 
shinasivalingamedai) (or the high place of the em 

of Siva who consumed Kama) was pronounced 
the V'a$ious witnesse5. It was not, however, till 
pring of t900 th4t an . presented 



itoessjng the performance of the ~ima mystery. T e 
time of representation was the night, the play tim for 
old .and y ung in India. It n, S lhi .., e ial advantage, 

from a theatrical poin of view, th:lt everything in a 

"mage Street takes on a.n a.dventitious beauty. The 
heap!> ot'dust, th> ragged hUlS, lo!'e their prominence, 
the palm tree:. Lecome healltiflll, and the l0'Yer of the 
tempk grO\ 'S in majesty. Everything that is ugly or 
incongruous sC.rns to dishPl ear, till the f~l.~adc of a 

'Wealthy Hindu's house wears the digni.y of the old 
redan palace PI" ccnium. Tbe rag tnrchr:s gl \<~: a solt 

str Hlg light, that add: efr. ct ~o the ~pangled and I( ced 
robc~ of the -actors, and leaves the auditory in ,-icmi

darl'ncs~;, CIt ite iu ctcconJance with \\:a,~nerian stage 
tradition. Kcima wa' represented in full drc::-s. \ :i th a 

'tow "ring, crocLtt.'':i, gilded mitre or helmet. sllch as is 

~ 

hy the image of ~outh Indian g(x\s. } Ie is not 

th ~, lllladorn d I'.ros of the Greeks, and he show~ is , 

ndian blood by the gre 'n which paint ') the upper half 
ofhia £rlce. Kama had the bow of SI,lg"rlr-cane. ar,j Rathi, 

'cd like ~ walth), Hindu bride, abo bore # 

of the same. The Luffoon must not be 
He figure' in cry Indian play, and here . 

....... ""'-""'." the eli tinction of a girdle of ma~~i\'c co\\' bells 
gracefully supp rtin,Y hi paullch, he shl wed his connec

tion with this lov > drcUll, y a 'matI bow of ugar-canc 
fastenc 1 upright br one tip, to the peak of a high dunce's 

The play began b ' Kama boa5tfull " and at gr<: t 
annollncino- hi· intention of disturbing Siva' • 

.Rathi did her best to jssuadc him, but every 
, ............. ,.~ she could use only :tirred up his pride, and 

more determined on the adventure. The 
aWII",,'uJed by the charjlctc~ them

with dreadful harshness i 



mifl'us, while the best voi(''' ;., the com pan sang t 

songs for th Jl. I'Tow' and then, th~ muo,l'dans would 

bre, k into a chorus, which strikingly rec,alled, but for 
the abspn<t~ ofr.r'nci:lg, '~:le Greek tragic chorus, e pe
dally In hl'ir id~1. oC inc\,'t1.bJe destiny, a nll in their 
lamentation.: o;er the clisa~trom; nd of the unrl nakin _ 
... Ieanwhile. the b~Ffoo played (lie; part with more or 
les Sllccec;c;. and b~cked up , t he clstonishj~gl}r skilful 
a nti w:tty actill6 0f the p 1 a s, whp provide I the comic 
reliet In m( c; • • Tami Jr<ll1)ac; the action of th play ., 
lOW and again L1spc.nr\cd, while OI;C oJ: more }:omedian!' 

stroll on to the sta"c, and am"se the audience by a 
. I . 

vesham. i.t'., an imper~oni.ttion of different well -known 

tr< et ch'lraeters rep,rescntlng- men (and woinen) 'nut 
'/ of different ca'5tes, but of different nations. Needless 

to sa) , t Lc parts they phy h~,c little or nothing' to do 
with the' .mbject of the nrama. but they afforJ gr at !'1cope 
for delir ::-ariml of character. There i~ not , of coursr., in 

Sou·',err\ India, the uniformitv in dress that we notice . ' 

d. England of the pr~sent Jay, A man's t rade! profcs-
, 'on, re ligion, a nd ser.t are expressed by his rires' and 

r'1 ment- - or lack of botb. To mention ' th ree of the 
iffe rent vec;hangal shown on this occasion, there were a 
I ahrat~a.h tattooing-woman, a north coun try f'ik iT, and 
man and ',.oman of t he Malsar caste, each of the parts 

e ing d rcs$ed to perfecti , 'ann admirably su mined. 
'r l\lc IS,ars are a low caste, and cmpl())'cd in certain 
; .. t s as bearer s of an nouncement of death (written on 
alm lea \.'es) from the fami ly of the decea;;ed to reia iv--.. . 

distance. As they hobbled about, bending over 
. s~o.rt crooked c;utCn st icks, with turbans l)f 
t~d straw and bark, and g irt with scanty and 

kdoth kilts, they would ave made a. mummy 

""-a4' 



mil1a ion tv eng..ge ;n hi L'onte~t with iva-a point 
".1!ch · 'Ia only reachcd after di~cussion almost <.4£ inter
minable as a .~: ;al()~· lle of Euripides -the performers, 
,:0· part of the aud. ':'. le:J moved of[ in a rocession , 
W,t,,,h c:;lc", I\' . pcrambu1:t.ed. the tOWIl, and lalted for 
prayer before the \,j1jagc (emple. , :h -: . stlge ,ait ' 
wa tilled up by ~("Imc S:lJlpk. }--laying and ~;n,!in(7 by a 
few local amateurs. This 0rough: on the c11O,ax of the 
tr~gedy. The Kama ld.ke, to 'give it an appropriate 
Engli h n~me, wa!:J 11011' red.d},. This was a sHght stake 
01 ·rol. , a liti.ll: .I.\;o 'c .1 ma.n 's heigh t. planted among 
c. few bl :cJ-s, • nd made inflammable by a thatching or 
coaling .,(. cholum !:~raw bOlmu r0l1'1d it. The top of 
this straw pillar W<!" C()l1lpo~ed of a ~eparate sheaf. 
\Vhcn rill \O\a ready. and the c orll~ had .... ung a !"train 
cxprcc;j c of grief a.t Kama's doon, a rockel, n:presell t
jog Si 1a'~ fi ~ry glancc, shot 1.l..mg a string, • nd (with 
some external assistance) lighted the Kama stake. thu. 
closely following the procedure in an Italian church 
testl \ al. Th' pbY(,J' who represented 1· ama now retired 
jnt the background, as he was supposed to he dead, 
all( the rc!;t, hopping an.f danctn~. circled ..,.o.v'r round 
the fir wa' lin r Lr 11i. fate It se ... ·med to we a matter 



a great pa t of the play was traditiont I. and the audi OCt} 

knew what to peet t oy o-iv n period i the per 
fonnance. At one c.tage it \ 'as \ 'hispcrcd {hat no ~ 
the giant would comL in. and lift up a sbeep with his 
t cth, In a ~ w moments he mad his appcaranc , - nd 
proved to be a highly comic mon tcr. His arms, 1 :W;, 
and body vcre tightly swathed in ncatl ' t \' i ,t ~ I ~tr W 

ropes, leaving only hi. feet and hands bare. 11 is h 'ad 
was co\'ered by a huge canvas ,mask, flat on front \nd 
back, so that the actor had the appearance of having 
introduced his head into t he empty shell of orne gigantic 
crab, On e flat front of thi mask-dial wa, pa'ntcd 
a terrible g iant's face with \)ort ntous tusks. :rhus 
equipped, the giant kipped rOllnd the \'ariolls charact r.s, 
to the ,tcrror of the buffoon, brandishing a qtlartcr- staiT, 
and executing vigor0u "Wltlt',l('/S. ,An unwilling sh ep 
wa. pushed into the ring, and the o-iant, after much 
struggling, tos. eel the anillal bodily 0 'Cr his head with 
a de. t('ruUS tltng tllat con inced most of the on10 kCl"s 

that he had really performed the feat with his te'lh." 

Malava.-The Malavas (Ir Mala BhOyis are a In lJ 
tllivating caste in South Canara, " the memo'rs of 

which were formerly hunters and fishermen, They 
profess Vaishna\·ism. and em pi y hivalli Brahmans as 
their priests. H anuma.n is their favourite deity. Like 

'J , ts and othf'r ca tes of Tuluva, they are divided 
J ~amous septs called b lis, and t 'y have the 
)f01 0 marri<cge, '1 Y sp elk Canaresc,I'. 

Ie &aid to be realJy M g.ers, who have separ; ted 
he fishing community .. The term Hhovi 
otc !vI6gers who carry palanquins, etc, 
lavarayan.-A ti Ie of Ambalak aran. 

• . anJ-! of the 501l1.h Canar di trict. 




