
Mal3,yali.-The fal mIis or .lalaiali 
ex, mined in the Sal m districl. dwell on the summits 
and slop s of the Sh 1."V3 I oy hills. and rarn their living by 
coltiva in grain. an w rking on coffee est' tes. l,spi­
ci os and sup rstitiol1so a degree. they 01 en!y e 'pr cd 
their fear that. I was the dreaded settlement officer. ~\.nd 
had come to kc pos ession of their Jands in the. arne 
.( f th Cia ernment, and tran port th ~m to the Andaman 
j Ia lds (th> indian pcn·t! sf'ttlcmcnt). \ hen 1 va' 
engaged in th . innocent occupation of pho1ographi! g a 
\ me g', th cam ra wa.s mistaken for a sun'e:ing instru­
ment, and a protest raised. Many of them, \\ bile w:lling 
to part with thC'ir rnam 'nts of the.: ba!>cr metals, Werc 

10th 0 sell (lr let me $ 'e their gold ami ~ih-cr j w '1ry, 
fear 1 ·t I shou ld u e it officially a~ evide1lce of 

theIr too pro.p rOllS condition. One man told me to m)' 
Cae: > th' t he WOt Jd rather hav~ his throClt cut than suBmit 

1 



rl minant in :olltht'rrI Indin. 
hey took "ith them. c' 1 tt1 1 to th ir s.or', th > 

r th .r . of whom the Ide. t ',1m' to th, 
the sc. nd t d f> Koll<lim~-lhi • and the ) ()un.~c t t th 
P hairn. 1 i (t-f (!Jl hills). ' he 1\1 I.ti,di (f the 
roy. ar· c.lI d"l P ria (b. h ) ~Ialai(tli , th I r the 
he laimal.tL- th' hmna (rql ) Mal; ifdis. Ac 'ordin I 

, . 
t am th I' V r ion" thl' . I 1. iftii dci y Varir:tman, mding 
him( Ii urlcomfortab.f! al r.-mehi. took up • n '\ • L dc· 
Three of his i0J10V,t'L', nam '0 p( riy<ln n, Naduvalllll, II 

Cb'nnanan (the 1'1<.1(', t, tht· fllid<.lle-mall, and the )'olln~c~t) 
st.lrled \\ ith their iclmilil's to follow him from Kanc lit n 
came to lh· S.llcm d;s:rict. \' herf' they took eli er It 
routes, Periyanan going t,) the Sh< aroys, Nauuvan'lIl t 

thc Pachaimalais and Alljur hilb, and Chinnanan t 
lanjavadi." 

A further version of the Ic'cndary origin (If the 
:\1.laialis of the Trichino} oly distril:t L giwn by 
1 ir. F. R. 11 C llingwaYI who writes as fo11oW5, .. ' / h ir 
traditions arc mbodit:d in a collection of ~ong (IMttu­

k; ttu). The story goes that th yare ,le cClldcd from 
~ pri ,t of Conjecv ram, who wa. the, l.lrother of the 
kin T, • d. h ving quarr lied with the I tter, left th 
pla e, I d entered this country with his thr e . on . and 

aught rs. The country was then rulc:J by 'cdans and 
cll.dan. ho r sislcd the n w-comers. Bl t • the conc 

shel1 blew an the quoit cut, nnd the invade _ won 

day Th .y then sl>t'cad themselves about the hills, 



eldest son (P ri 'an an ), whose name was, Sadaya Kavun­
dan, selecting the Sbevaroys in Salem, the second son 
(Naduvanan, the middle brother) 'the P,!chaimalais, and 
the youngest (Chinnanan) the Kollaimalais. They 
married women of the country, Periyanan taking a 
KaikoJan. Naduvanan a Ved?.n, and Chinnanan a I Deva 
Indra' Pall an. They gave their sister in marriage to a 
Tottiyan strancrcr, in exchange for some food supplied by 
him after their battle with the men of the country. orne 
curious customs survive. which are pointed to in support 
of this story. Thus, the women of the Pachaimalai 
Malaiyalis put aside a portion of each meal in. honour 
of heir Vedan ancestors before serving their husbands, 
and. at their marriages, they wear a comb. which is said 
to have h en a dtaractenstic ornament of the Vedans. 
Bridegrooms place a sword and an arrow in t~ marriage 
booth, to typif the hunting habits of the V··dans, and 
their n conquest of the -country The Malaiyalis of. 
the Kollt imalais are addres!':cd by Pallan women as 
brother-in-law (macchan), though the Malaiyalis do not 
relish this. It b also said that Tottiyan' men regard 
Malaiyalis as their rothers.m~law, and always treat 
them kindly. and that the Tottiyan . women regard the 
Malaiyalis as their brotherg, but treat them very coldly, 
in remembrance of their having sold their. ister I for a 

55 Q[ pottage.' It 
The account, which the Malaialis of the Javadi h~ls 

North Areot givp of their origin, is ag follows.· '/I!1 
1055 (II32 A.D.) some of the Vedars of Kangundi 

that wives should be given them by the K<iraikkat 
~~1CI~5 of Conjeeveram. They were scornfully refused, 

anger kidnapped seven young Vellala maidens. 



\\l\ to 
r"llii.1 men -N out with seven d(l~s. 

mstructions 'ith th ir dv : tha • if the dog 
alone, they houl consid r that the' had p t i h d l 

hould cau e the funeral c rem ni s to b· 
rriving at the Palar, th )' fund th riv r in 11000, 

r 55 d it with difficult,; but their do~~, after 
half way. turne 1 back and returned to C 
The men, however. continu d their j urn y and kil1( d 
Vedars who had tak n away th -ir m id n , aft r w 

they ~ ent 0 ck to th ir homes, but found that th y 
been given up as 1 st. their \ 'i\" shad b 'come ~'idows, 

their funeral c 'f monic. p rform d, an the: vere in 
eonsequ nee oute ste. Und r thf!<; . circllm~tallee. 

they contracted ml'lrriagcs with sum Vldal worn 'n, 

retir d to the Ju\'adis, where th y t ok to cultiv' tioO', 
and b carn th anc '. tor of the Malaiali cast . Thi 
account ha!) b n preserv d b} the 1aJaialis in a smalJ 
palm-leaf book." There i., 11'. Fra cis \ rite ,* 
tradition in the South Arcot district that" th hills w re 
inhabited by Vedans, and that the Malai-lis killed 
men, and wedded the women; and at marriages a g:un 
still fired in the air to repres nt the de th of the Ve 
husband." The 1alaialis r turned themseh"cs, at the 
last census, as Karaikkat V Halas. The Malaialis of 
SOllth Arcot call thcmscl es Kongu V llaJas. AlI the 
branche of th community agr c in saying that they 
'ellalans, who emiglclted from Kanchipuram, 

with them tbeir god Kariraman, and, at th weddings 
th' Kalrayans in South Areot, the pr siding priest " 
kind of chant just be~ r the tali is tied, which begins 4 

the words Kanchi, the (5acred) place, and Kariraman 

• Gazetteer of the Soutl Areal di.trict. 



Copper wasanams show that the migration ~,"t1 ......... 
least as early as t1le beginning of the si. ·tecnth century. 

The Malaic11is of the Shevaroys call themselves 
himanaalam. Many, at the last census, returned 

emsclvcs as V cI1aJa and Karatan. Malakkaran and 
ayakkan are also u oed as synonyms for Malaiiili. 

have Goundan as their second name, which is 
1)' used in hailing them. The first name is 

(:5 derived ftom a Hindu god, and my notes 
Mr. Gr en, 1\1r. Black, Mr. Little, Mr. hort, 

'Mr. Large, and Mr. Big nose. 
As regards the conditions under which the Malaicllis 

the Salem district hold land, I learn from the Manual 
"'"", ...... ' .. , in J 866, th Collector fixed an area around each 

for th· ultivation of the Malaialis exclusively, 
in vi w to prevent aggression on the part of the 

had the boundaries of these areas surveyed 
demarcated. This area is known as the .1 village 

With this survey the old system of charging 
Malaiiilis on ploughs and hoes appears to have been 

.,,~uS(:ontl· I and th r are now charg d at one rupee per . 
on the extent of th ir holding. The lands within 

green are gh'en under the ordinary d; rakhast - rules 
Malaialis, but outside it they are old under the 
waste land rules of 1<.;63. In 1870 the Board 

Revenue decided that, v.·hre the \. nds within the 
are all occupied, and th~ I alaialis require more 

for culth-ation, land outside the limits of the green' 
be given them under the ordinary dara~hast rules. 

J it was discovered ·that the planters tried to get 
"""'~".J";; the green by making the falaia.lis first 

therebf evading the waste land rule.s. 



4II 

del' d that 1f th 
applying' for 
planter. h patt, 

Ib cribing- vague! to the H in 
11alaiali$. \ ho beiic\'c th t th ir pr nitors \ 
sacred thre. d, gi\'c a nominal (Uegiancc to ' (th .j a 
::lod rishnu, as well as t( a numb r of minor ide· and 
belie re in the t'fficacy of (t thtCCld to ard off ickn s 
and attacks by dC\'ils or \ il ~r irits. .. In t 1(.; 

1352." lIr. LcFanu \vrites," ~earching 'nquiq int 
the traditions. custom'), ( nd origin r th 'c Ial, inis 
made. They th n .1 ted ~hat Sill . ring the f< cc ,vith 
ashes indicat s he reli ion of Siva, and puttin' l narnam 
that of Tishnu, but that there is no differ nCt. b,tu",.,..n",,:. 

the two religions; that. though Sinu-a ri s' cred 0 

.-l.nd rire rnanavarni and 70klilashtarni 'lctcd to i ·1 nt. 
ppear outw<trdly to denott a diff'r 11 • ther i rally 

none. Though they observ . the . turday of the month 
Perata~j sacred to "i. hnu, still wOlship is 

without reference to Vishnu or S va. They ha e, 
certain observances, which would s· 'm to poil t 

di ision into fa ishllavas and S' iv. s, th cxi~t n c 
wh'ch they deny; as for instance, some, out of 
to iva, Hbstain from scxu 1 inLcrcour on unday 
M nday ; and other. for the ak of Vishnu, do 
sam on Friaays and aturday. So, to offering 
mad to Vi..,hnu on Fridays and Saturdays, and tl 

on Su d .' and J if on days ; but they d nied the 
'nee of 

very 

• a e leer cf the Qutll A(cot trie 
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tu(m<:cI 'cs do the puja (worship). The deities include 
1\1 t:riall1maJ Draupad', and many other vilJage goddesses. 

Ii some of the temples are placed the prehistoric celts 
and .olher stone implements which are found on these 
hills. 1 he peol,je do not understand what these ar , 

and reverence them accordingly. The practice of taking 
o<tths before these shrines to sett}/" disputes is common. 
The party makes a solernn affidavit of the truth of his 

a. e in the presence of the god. halJing some burning 
camp110r in his harld. I'laving made his statement, he 

blows ont the flame to s ignif} that, if he is lying, the 
(od is welcome to snuff h im out in the same ::.udden 

In April 1 Rl)6 , J paid a visit to the picturesquely 
ituate village of Kiliiir. 110t far distant from the town 

of '( rcaud, pn the occasion of a relicrious festiyal. The 
illagel'S were discovered, f;arly in the morning, painting 

pseudo-s .ct-marks on tlwir foreheads with blue and pink 
co I-tar dres, with the assistance of band looking-glasses 
of European manufacture purchas'd at the weekly 
market, and decorating their turbans and ears with the 
leafy st ms of Artemisia austrt·aca. var. on·en/alis. and 
h dg ~r ses. The scene of the ceremonial was in a 
neighbouring sacr cl grove of lofty forest tree, '\: herein 
Wet two but temple I of which one contained im' gc 
of the godd 5S Draupadi < nd eight minor deities, the 

image, of Perumal and his wife, All the gods and 
"v'Uu. ..... ;,~.;> were repre ented by human figures of brass 

c1a', Two pr ces ional cars 'ere gaily decorated 
plantain lean.s and tla s, some mad in Germany. 

the villagers arrived. they prostrated themselves 
the tcmpl s, and whiled away the time, till the 
business of the day began, in gossiping with their 

partaking of light refreshment 



fruit and sweetmeat 

doing a brisk trade. At 10 A.M. the proceed 
enlivened by a band of mt-sic. which played at int~t'Y 
throughout the performance. and the gods \verc ,1 .. ,"''''0''''' 

with flowers and jewelnr • An hour later, puja was 
to the tone ima 1e f the goo Vigneswara, 
sman shrine built of labs of rock. Before thi 
cooked rice 'a offered. and camphor burnt. 
plantain stems. with lea\ eSt were tied to a tree in 
vicinity of the temples, and cooked rice and 
placed beneath the tree. A man holding a . woru,. 
forth, and, in unison with the collect d assem 
screamed out .( Govinda, G·vinda to (the name of 
god). 1 he pl. ntain stems were nex.t removt'd from 
tree, carried in procession with musical honours, 
placed before the threshold ,")f one of th ~ temples. 
some men appeared on the scene to the cry of " G 
bearing in one hand a light. and ringing. bell held 
the other. Holy water was sprinkled over the 
stems, and pllja done to the god Perumal by 
sarnai (grain) and burning camphor. Outside L'ne of 
tempJes a cloth was spread on the ground, and tht.' i 
of Draupadi and other deities placed therein. F 
other temple PerumaJ and his wife wpre brought 
in state, and placed on two cars. A yellow powder 
distributed among the crowd, and hmcarcd 
face. A cocoanut was brok .n, and camphor burnt 
Perumal. Then all the rods, followed by the "'''''''''''''19'' 

were carried in proce!:ision round the grove, and 
becoming inspired and seized witha fine religious 
waved a sworq wildly around him, but with. ........ , .... 

his own bodily safety, and pointed it in a 
, ........... , ... the crowd. Asked, as an oracle, _" .... 110.. 

,ptQlPltJ,OUS to the he 



oracular (and true) response 
","ouki be a scarcity of rain, and that there would 

~::fatnme in the land, and consequent suffering. This 
W'for·m.uic:e concluded, a bamboo pole was erected, bearing 

pulley at the top, with which cocoanuts and plantains 
were connected by a string. By means of this string, 

fruits w re alternately raised and 10\ cred, and men, 
with sticks, tried to hit them, while turmeric 

was dashed in their fac~s just as they were on the 
of striking. The fruits, being at last successfully 

it, were recl!ived as a prize by the winner. The gods 
then taken back to their temple, and three men, 

It;::n\rIf'l"c'nmc by a mock convulsive seizure, were brought to 
ir senses by stripes on the back aclmini::.lered with a 

b the puj[lri (officiating prie.:t). A sheep being 
uccd, mantrams (prayers) were recited oyer it. The 
. going to a pool close by, bathed, and smeared 

eric powd r over his face. pret nee \vas made 
cut the sheep's throat, and bI od dra\'n with a knife. 

piijari. aft r sucking the blood, returned to the pool 
indulged in a ceremonial ablution, \ hile tbe unhappy 

" ..... , ........ wa' scorted to the villarre, and C\'clltually eaten 
banquet by th villag rs and their guests. 

annual ~ stival, in honour of the god Sc:n'arayan, 
at the shrin on th summit of the Sh -.\ .. rayan 

which a stream flow', At this ~ .stival, in 1994, 
one side. of th temple, t,\ 0 long rows of fruit, 

and grain stalls were erected. Supported on 
a merry-go-round with wooden seats Im;teact 

the co ,t of a ride thereon being a quarter of 
carried their children to a pool of 

..... ·· .. ··-.... le, known as the wishing well, 
of 'the fluid 



would be granted. 
beating of drums, and blowing of trumpets. 
which announced the time when the god 
brought out, and ::;hown to the people, who 
to th temple, to obtain a good view. The 
carried by two priest · robed in \>,'hite, with 
jasmine round their necks. Then followed two 
priests. clothed in the sam~ manner, \'110 bore the 
dess on their shoulders. Another carried the holy 
and fire in sih'er vessels from the t 'mple, . 
th former in front of the d ities, and the latter 
pa sed before them. l' hcse services being com 
each deity was plae d on (I wooden horse wlth 
trappings, and carri d to the top of the hill, where 
were met with shouts fr m th people. 1 he 
were placed in a palanquin, and carried to the 
points of the hill, and, at each point, the mcn put 
burden down, and cocoanut~ \ 'cre broken in 
them. and fruit, grain, and 'ven copper coins 
scattered. Those who wished to take the vow 
faithful to their god had to receive fifteen lashes 
bare backs with a stout leather thong, adminisrcret:l" 
the chief priest. 'When questioned about the pain, 
answered, 'Oh, it is nothing. It i~ just like 
scratched by an ant.' The O'od and goddess 
carried back into the temple."· 

Of this festival, as celebrated in May, J 

following account has been given. t "The annual 
yAJi f~tival was held on the top of Sh 
was tile occasion of the marriage anniversary of 

rvarAyan, after whom the Shevaroy' Hills 

gO!aac~ss, the presiding deity of the 



temple gate was decorated. 
mit of th hill. ware of all g rt. and condition were 

Th article 



nex't ~plac d by the temple pujAri 
triumphal.car, and:v' } 1 with the goddess to 
Of e hill from which the Cauvery c. n best be 
H r~ the pr ce sic n haltet.! whil th prj st re ited 
incantations, Th n it marched dOlm the hill, 0 

rcstin h· god n ca.lrn... peci II)' built [or th . 
fr m \\ her a 'ic" of the outlying villa . is obtai 
The belief is that, n ... lh go I glance' at thes' vjJlag-e', 
invok . bl ins on them, and t e vill. g rs \ ,ill 
'.. in prosperity," 

To fr. ", . 'Iah(Hl 1 air, I am indebted for 

following ee( unt of .t M:l,ai.-di bllli dance. ( t which 
\\a t1n'scnt .as an ye-witne_s .. It is the custom 
th Shevar . hilL , '\S well a. the plains, to have: a bu 
danc after the Pongal fl :ti\·al. and Thill th pi 'asure 
of witlicssing on' in a !'.1c laiali village. It was held 
an open ('nrlo:-urc called the !TI.inthay. adj(1ining 
villag " J 1 i.h.es the: l\Iari,lmma shrint;, j nd i the p ",,...~",_,"" 

of r • ort on festive OCCaSli'fl<'. The villag' council', mar-
na . and other CCfl~m(lrlll'- arc held hp.re. 

arrival, \\ ' were courteously invited to sit und raw 
. spreading fig-tr" e. Th' hllil illU1CC would liter. 1I ' mean 

a blJll dculcing, but I gi 'C the tran:;lation of the '1. mil 
'-yerothu-< ttum,' the word altum m aning dance. . 
i a po .. which is much in vogue among the ai, itt) 
and i. c lehratcd with much eclat immccliat -ly 
Pongal, this being the principal fcstiv.al ob erved 
tnem. 1 '0 doubt they have received th eu tom 
ho-e iIi the plains. A hOOtill$" excursion follows 

the next sport. and, if they b so fortunate as (0 nunt~'l~ 
down a \\ ild b ar or oeer, or any big "Y. me, a ~"n"~ 
hull dance is got up. Vole w r just in time 
thell.am.a.sha (sp ctacle. The manthay was 

a regular n ux of spectators? mostly , 



arrayed in their best cloths, coming in from the •• _, ...... -:­
bouring vi1lages. These were marshalled in a circle 
the manthay, aJJ standing. I was told that they were 
not invited, but that it was customary for them to pour 
in of tlleir own accord when any sports or ceremonial 
took place in a village; and the inhabitants of the par­
ticular village \\ere prepared to expect a large company, 
wh()m tney fed on such occasion. After the company 
had collected, drums ~ere beaten, and the long brass 
bugles were blown: and, just at this juncture, we saw an 
elderly ~1alai ,~tli bring from his hut a coil of rope made 
of leather, and hand it on'r to the pujari or priest in 
charge of the temple. The limer placed it in front of 
the • hrin , worship cd it thrice. some of the villagers 

lowing . uit. and, after offering incen!-c, delivered it 
to a few re 'pectable village men, who in turn made it 
over to a lot of Millaiali men. whose business it was to 
attach it to the bulls. This rope the oldest inhabitant of 

aif'-'.hn village had the right to keep. The bulls had been 
iously selected, and penned alongside of the manthay, 
which they were brought one by one, and tied with 

, ropc. le,l\ ing an equal I ngth on either side. The 
being fi 'cd on, the bull was brought to the manthaYt 
on both side' by any number 'who were willing. or 

many a the rop would permit. ~ lore than fifteen 
either side held on to a bull, which was far too many, 
the animal had not the slightest chane of making a 

or plunge at th man in front: who was trying 
I!'a"nli::p it by usin('Y a long bamboo with a skin attac 

end. \Vhcn the bull was timid, and avoided 
he wa hissed and hootcd by those UCIWJ.I .... 'i:'tiI 

~,'Jl:np~~p modes of provocation failed to rouse 
was simply dragged to and fro by main 

when his strengtb was i&lDl~".·C<oI~~ 
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.more bulls are taken up and 
tamasha is over. \\Then tne mant 

to have a slope, the Malaialis have very little 
over the bull, and, in some insta.ncew, I have seen 
actually dragged headlong to the ground at the 
of a few damaged heads. The spectators, and 
estate coolie. who were present. were fed that night, 
slept in the village. If a death occurs in the viI 
few days before the festival. [ am told that the 1I .... ,1L:~' 

postponed for a 'eek. This certain1}'. as far as I L-f'ii~.:~ 

is not the custom in the plains." 
The man of highest rank is the guru. who is in 

to settle disputes in villages, to which he comes, 
pony-back or on fnot. with an umbrella over him. 
accompanied by music. The office of guru is 
tan'. and, when he dies. his son succe ds him. unless , 
is a minor, in which case til' brother of the <.le(:ea~~ 
man steps into his sht)cs. If. ill sweeping the hut, 
broom touches anyone. or when a Malai.ili has 
kicked by a European or released from lJrison. he 
be reechoed back into his caste. For this purpose 
goes to the guru, who takes him to the temple, w 
a screen is put up between the guru and the 
for restoration of caste privileges. Holy water is 
cated to the swami (god), by the guru, and a 
thereof drunk by the man, who prostrates himself 
the guru, and subsequently gives a feast of pork, 
and other delicacies. The Malaialis, it may be 
will eat sheep. pigs, fowh" various birds, and 
monkeys. 

Each village on the Sh varors has its own 
hdnorary appointment, carrying with it the 

of the good things, when 
Kangani is appointed to "'fV,, __ 



nd receives annually from every 
grain. Then disputes occur, e.g., 

tween two brothers regarding a woman or partition 
prop rty, the headman summons a panchayat (village 
council), which has the power to inflict fines in money.' 
she -p, etc., according to the gravity of the offence. For 
eery group of ten villages there is a Pattakaran (he.'\d 
of a division), who is expected t attend on the ooca­
sion of marriages and car ~ stivals. A bridegroom has 
to gi e him (·ight day before his marriage a rupee, 
a packet of betel leaves, and half a measure of nuts. 
Serving under the Partakaran is the Maniakaran, whose 
duty it is to giv notice of a marriage to he ten villages, 

nd to summon the villagers thereto. 
In J\pril 1.9 ., on receipt of news of a wedding at a 

distant village. 11,ro eed d thither through coffee e tates 
rich \ il h white flowers bursting into Hower under the 

rateful influ nr:c of a thunderstorm. En routt, a view 
wa 0 ain cl of the Golden Horn, an overhanging rock 

ith a drop of a th u.and feet, dov'n which th Malai. 
r.1i swing them 'elves in search for honey. On the 

1r;,.,·· ... ~, ... L- through th jungle a r ck, known froll the fancied 
lane of the hIs pr duccd by weathering to 

lIf.:,~~bOIDI marks as th kudre panji (h rs 's footprint ,was 
C nc rning thi: roel", the leg nd runs that a 

juml d on to it a on lc( p from tl c top of the 
ayall hill, and at th n ,t leap reached the plains 

the foo l ~ the hills. The village, which was the 
of th f, stivilies, wa. , like other Malaiali villages. 
up of detached be -hi" huts of baml 00, thatched 
palm~l ,v ' and gra:-., and ontaining a 
$urround <\ b· a v randah-the home of 

.fo 1. Other hut , of similar b e-bive 
ere u ed as storehouses for 



collected at the harvest-sea ·on. 
no entrance, and the thatched 
to take out the grain for u. e. 
are common in the iladaga villa res on the 
ar'" forbidden, as their us would be an i 
which would e.'cite the anger of the T alaiali 
The Malaialis have religiolls scruples against planing 
smoothing with an adze the trees which th y' fell. 
area of lands used to be , scertain '<1 by ."rue'swork, 
measurement, and much opposition was made to 
attempt to intruduce chain measurements, the 1V1 
e. 'pressing the!llseh'e~ willing to pay any r nt i 
if their land!:; were not measLred. II uts built on piJ 
contain the flocks, which, during the day. are herded 
pens which are remoyable. and. by moving the 
the villagers manage to get th<: llilTcrellt p:lrt: of their 
fields manured. RounJ the villnge a low wall 
fllOS. and, close hy. arc the cuffee. tohacco. and 
cultivated crops. Outside the village. beneath a 
tree, was a small stone shrin r ., capped with a stone 
wherein were stacked a number of neolithic edt!>, w 
the :l\Ialaialis reverence as thunderbolts frum heaven. 
w( s introduced to the }'outhf ul and anxious 
clad in his wedding finery, who stripped before 
assembled crowd, in order that r might record 
jewelry and garments. On the first day, the brirl#'I'1'rl'!,Anob' 
accompanied by his relations, take .. the m dest 
of grain and money (usually live rupees) to the 
village. and arranges for the performance of the UGjlC:WJ.1I 

ceremony on the fol1owing day. If the bride and 
groom belong to the same village, this 
n-rtl'l.r.",IOrl by the pair seated on a cot. 

each separately. The elders of 
of castor-oil. and rub it into 



tie bride and bridegroom; afterwards washing 
with punac (Bassia oil-cake) and alum water. 

of the elders then dips betel-leaves and arugum-piUu 
(Cynodoll Dact)·lon) in milk, and with them describes 
a cIrcle round the heads of the young couple, who do 
-obeisance by bowing their heads. The proceedings 

up \\ ith a feast of pork and other luxuries. On 
following day, the ceremony of tying the tali (marri­
emblem) round the bride's neck is performed. The 

escorted by her party, comes to the bridegroom's 
I 

village, and rcmflins outside it, while the bridegroom 
a light, a new mat, and th1'ee bundles of betel 

.'A,n,,,,.,,, and half a measure of areca nuts, which are 
distributed among the crowd. The happy pair then 
~ •• ~( the village, accompanied by music. Beneath a 

IM4lI""\..l'OI.' (booth) there is a stone representing the god, 
marked with the namam, and decorated with burning 
lamps and paint d earthen pots. 'Before this stone the 

and bridegroom seat themselves in the presence 
the guru, who is seated on a raised dais. Flowers 
distributed among the wedding guests, and the tali, 

~lilBde of gold, is tied round the bride's neck. This done, 
feet of both bride and bridegroom are washed with 

water, and presents of small coin received. The 
~-"~,-I'o parties then walk three times round the 

before which they prostrate themselves, and 
the blessing of the assembled elders. The 

Dmolnv concluded, they go round the village, riding 
pony. The proceedings again terminate 

feast. I gather that the bride lives apart U.Uj~,<Io'ln 

for eleven or fifteen days, during 
is permi~ to visit her at meal ~IU~" 

interpreter expressed it, 



after marriage, if they are matured, go 
other Malaialis. I f this matter comes to the 
the guru, she sa, s that he docs not like to 
him. After enquiry, th' husband is permitted to 
another girl." 

A curious cllstom prevailing amon t the 
which illustrates the Hindu h1\.'c of offspring! is 
referred to by .lr. Le Fant!. 1/ The sons. VI'hen 
children, ar married to fl'l<lture female:>. and the 

in-law of the bride a~5umes the p 'rfor nance of 
procreative functi n. thus a. slI11ing fur himself anl.l'~.11 

son a desc ndant to take them out of Pllt. When 
putative father comes of r ge, and, in their tllrn, his 
male offspring arc married, he performs for UK""'''''' 
same office which hi father did for him. T 
only i the religious idea involved in the words 
and Kumaran carried ~)Ut, but also the premature 
on the generative faculties, which this tradition 

is avoided. The accommodation is reciprocal, and 
is something on physiological grounds to reco II II ICI¥,,"'! 

means literally one who saves from Put, a 
~,'i."hllt'h those who ha\'C nut produced a son fall. 

~~~·);4"'je!ve that a son can, by the performance of 
save the souls of his ancestors from t 

tortW'e. Hence the an iet)' of every Hindu 
and beget male offspring, Kumiran 

teelllG stage in the life of an individual, which 
~Ul_!lC:Y childhood. manhood, and old age. 

a Native official assures me 

I.IIPtk~l.mg a boy in marriage to a JJ1iI"""'~ 
with the .,.,he.,. .. ,-" 



of the bride bas relieved himself of the awkwara predi­
cament into which the custom drove him, and now leaves 
the performance of the procreative functIOn to others 
acceptcd by the bride." 

Widow remarriage among the Peria Malaialis is, 
I am informed, forbidden, though widows are permitted 
to contract irregular alliances. But, writing concerning 
the Malaialis of the Dharmapuri tal uk of the Salem 
district, Mr. Le Fanu states that If it is almost imper­
ative on a widow to marry again. Even at eighty 
years of age, a widow is not exempted from this rule, 
which nothing but the most persistent obstinacy on 
her part can evade. I t is aid that, in case a ~,.jdow 

be not remarried at once, the Pattakar sends for her 
t is own bouse, to avoid which the \VOmen consent to 
re-enter the state of bondage." Of the marriage customs 
of the Malaialis of the J avadi hills the same author 
writes that If these hills are inhabited by Malaiali , who 
style thems Ives Vellalars and Pachai Vell<llars, the latter 
being distinguished by the fact that their females are not 
allowed to tattoo tbemselves, or tie their h ir in the knot 
called . kondaL' The two classes do not intermarry. 
In their marriage ceremonies they dispense with the 
service of a Brahman l\londay is the day chosen for 

commencement of the ceremony, and the tali is tied 
the following Friday, the only e sentia] being that the 

y and Friday concerned must not follow new­
da.ys. They are indifferent about choosing a 

... _, ....... , ........ ' (muhurtham or auspicious day) for the 
OIIlmlen(~en:\erlt of the marriage, or for tying the tali. 

,;lInn..,',. are allowed to remarry. \Vhen a virgin or a 
has to be married, the selection of a husband is 
to the woman concerned, or to her parents. It 

the q~undan to inquire what marrlfil2f!~ 
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women there may be in the' iJlage: 
mon the Pattan, or he, dmn.n of the caste, to the sPOto iii 

The latter, on his arrival. convenes a ~nnchayat of 
residents, and, with theil assistance. ~elccts a 1 rid r onto 

The parents of the happy couple then tie the \>"c\.kling 
da:, and the ceremony j- performed accordingly. The 
marriage of a virgin is called . kalianam' or 'Jl'\arriage 
prop r'; that of a widow being styk'd 'kattigir du' or 

I tying' «(f Anglie<' noose, nuptial knot). :\dultt.! ry lS 

regarded with differ('nt degrees of disfavour accord ing 
to the social position of the co-respondents. If, married 
woman, virgin or wid.)\· commits adultery with a man 
of another caste, or if a male V lIa\,1.n commits adultelY 
with a woman of another cast. the pen'llty is e.·p ul~ion 
from caste. \Vhue, however, the paramour belongs 
to the Vcllala C(l!>te, a ca~te panchflYCtt is held, and the 
woman is fined Rs. 3 S-9, and the man Rs. 7. After 
the imposition of the flOe, Brabman supremacy is recog­
nised, the guru having the privil 'ge of acimini, t 'ring 
the tirtam, or holy ",ateI', to the culprits for their purifi­
cation. For the performance of this rite his fce varies 
from 4 annas to 12 rupees. The tirtam may eit her be 
administerf'd by the guru in persoll, or may be sent by 
him to the attan for the purpose. The fine imposed 
on the offenders is payable by their relatives, however 
distant ; and, if there be no relatives, th('n the offenders 
are transported from their village to a distant place. 
Where the adulteress is a married woman. she is per­
mitted to return to her husband. taking any issue she 
have had by her paramour. In special cases a widow 
permitted to marry. her deceased husband's 
Should a widow remarry. her issue by her former hUl;ba,n(1if] 

his relatives. and are not transferable to 
The same rule holds good in SU(:ccss'" 
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remarriages. Where there may be no relatives of the 
deceased husband forthcoming to take charge of the 
children. the duty of caring for them devolves on the 
o rgoundan. ""ho is bound to receh e and protect them. 

he Vcllalc rs generally bury their dead, except in cases 
where a woman quick with child, or a man afflicted with 
leprosy has died. tIle bodies in these cases being burnt. 
No ceremony is performed at child-birth; but the little 
stranger recf>ives a name on the fifteenth day. \Vhen 
a girl attains pubertj. she is relegated to a hut outside 
the village. where her fClod is brought to her. and she 
i~ forbidden to leave the hut either day or night. The 
same menstrual and death customs are observed by the 
Peri a 1h1.1iJ.lis, who bury their dead in the equivalent 
of a cemetery. and mark the site by a mound of earth and 
ston s. At the time of the funeral. guns are di charged 
by a firing party, and, at the grave, handfuls of earth 
arc, as at a Christian burial service. thrown over the 
corpse." 

If a woman among the Malaialis of the Javadi hills 
commits adultery, the young men of the tribe ale said to 
be let loose on her, to work their wick d \ ay, after which 
she i. put in a pit filled with cow-dung and other filth. 
An old man naively'rmarkcd that adultery was very rare. 

At a wedding among the Malaialis of the South Areot 
district, "after the tali is tied, ' the happy couple crook 

little lllgcrs together, and a two-anna bit is placed 
between the fingers, and water is poured over their 

The priest offers betel and nut to Kari Raman, 
1Ifl!';.Jlt'lllf then gttn is fired into the air." .-

The father of .a would-be bridegroom among the 
~ ...... u, of the Yelagiris. when he hears of the existenco 



of a suitable bridc, repair::; to her villaj?"c, with some or 
his relations. and 'eeks Ollt the Orgollndan or headrpan 
between whom and the \'i!'itol's mutual embrace -an' 
exchanged. The objc .t of the visit. is e. 'plaine , and tnt! 

fathcr says that he will abid<. by the voice of four in the 
matter. If the match is 11 cd up. he gives a feast in 
honour of the event. "'hen the dsiLOrs cnH.r th" futur~ 
bride's house, the elcj.est daughter-in-law of the hOll ~ 

appears on the threshold, and takes charge of the 
\\Cllking-stick of each (Jerson who goes in. She then, 
with some 5pt.:'cially pn'pare\.l s1.ndal-past·, makes . 
circular mark on the forcliead:-. of the guests, and retires. 

The feast then takes placo>. and ~hc .tgain appears before 
the party retirc, and returns the walking-sticks.-

At a marriage amung the Malai Vcllc1Ja ' of the 
Coimbatore district, the bride has to cry during the 
whole ceremony, which lasts three days. Otherwise she 
is considered an " ill woman." Wh<:n sh • can no longer 
pr09uce genuinc tears, she must bawl out. If she doe ' 
not do this, the bridegroom will not marry h 'r. In the 
North Areot district, l\Ir. H. A. Stuart writ(;s,t "a 
Malaiali bride is sometimes carried off by fore, but this 
custom is viewed with much disfavour, and the bride­
groom who resorts to 1t must paint his face with bla{;k 
and white dots, and carry an old basket filled with broken 
pots and other rubbish, holding a torn sieve over him as 
an umbrella, before the celebration of the marriage. At 

.. the wedding, the bridegroom gives the girl's father a 
present of money, and a pile of firewood sufficient for the 
two days' feast. On the first day the food consists of 
rice and dha,l (Cajallus i1zdims), and on the second day 
pork curry is consumed. At sunrise on the third day 

• C. HayaVlldanll }{ao, MS. 
t Kanal of the North Aleot district. 



the bridegroom produces the tali. A sword is then laid 
on the laps of the bridal pair, and the Nattan (headman). 
or' an eJderly man blesses the tali, ~and gives it to the 
brjdegroom, who ties it round the bride's neck. Before 
rnarriagcJ a man has to ~er"e for at least a year in the 
house of the bride, in order to receive the consent of her 

parents. II 

"The North Arcot M alaialis," Mr. Stuart writes, 
"occupy eighteen nadus or districts. The Nattan 
(headman) of Kanamalai nadu is called the Periya (big) 
Nadan, and i~ the headman of the caste. He has the 
pow r to nominate 1\ atlans [or other nadus, to call caste 
panchayat I to preside over any such meetings, and 
to impose finr". and excommunicate auy Malaiali. He 
can inflict corporal puni"hment, sllch as whipping with 
a tamarind switch, on those persons who violate their 
trib.L1 cU5toms. This power is sometimes delegated by 
him to the other 1'\ attans. Of the fines c Hected, the 
Periya N;i.ttc1n takes two shar 5, and the rest is distri· 
butl--d equally among the 0 rans (village heads). The 
village pr cincts arc considered sacred, and even Brah· 

ar desired to wall- barefoot along their alleys. 
are both Saivit('s and Vaishnavitcs, and worship 

and Perumal, wearing the namam and ~acred ashes 
Their worship is somewhat peculiar. and kept 

or less a mystery. I t5 chief object is Kali, in whose 
they celebrate a feast once a year, lasting for 

h';1IJItee~ days. During this time no people of the plain.s 
near them, believing that no intruder will 

leave the spot alive. Even the Malaiali women 
studiously de~afl'ed from witnessing the rite$, aad 

who take part in them are not 
to a woman, even should she be his 

take place in the open air, at 



spot on the hills, where the g ddcss I 

in the shape of ( stone called Ihndiswami. The 
nature of the rites it is difficult to learn. In th village 
they worshipJ also xcludinCT women, sm:1 11 ima cs of 
Ve n'katCswara ofTirupati, , hich are carefull concealed 

in ca kets, and not allowed to be seen by people of other 
castes. A f w bundk-s of tobacC() arc buried with the 

dt::ad. \ Vhen anyone fall" iIi. the 1\ alaifilis do not 
administer medicine, but send for a pUYlri. t nel ask him 
which g-od or goddess the patl<:nt had oftendcd. The 
asse sment paid to Government by th '01 is ,I fi t ·(·d 
charge for each pl()l\~h (lr hoI.! possessed, without rc~ r­
cnce to the extent of land cultivated. They collect 
j ungle produce. particular!) the glandular hair!> of the 
fruits ofa certain tlower (i1!allulus t1Ilit/,/>1'1tf1ISis), which 

is u!'ed by the Rang-J.ris for Jy 'ing silk a rich orange, 
a nd the roote.; of a plant called shena linsedi, supposed 
to possess wonderful medicinal virtlles. curing, mong 

other things, snake-bire." fhc ~lalaiali ' of the Javadi 
h ills in the Nonh Arcot district also earn a living by 
fell ing bamboos and sa.ndal trees. 

The l\Ialaialjs snarl' with nets, and shoot big game 
--<ieer, tigers, lcop;Hds, bear, and pigs-with guns 
of European manufacture. 1\1 r. L' Fanu narrates that, 
during t h Pongal fcast. all the Malaialis of the Kal­
rayans go hunting, or, as they term it, f(lr parvet ­
tai. S hould the Pala iagar fail to bring something down, 

usage requ ires t hat the puj{Lri should deprive him of 
hi:; kudumi or top-knot. ll c generally begs himself 
off the personal degradation, and a . ervan t undergoes 
the operation in his s tead. A few years aao. a party of 
MiUaialis of the Shevaroys went out shooting with 
blunderbusses and other quaint wC<'lpon , and bagged a 
leopard, which they carried on a frame-work, with jan 
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wide open and tail erect, round Yercaud, preceded by. 
tom-toms, and with men dancing around. 

The Malaiali men on the Shevaroys wear a turban 
and brown kumbli (blanket). which does duty as great 
coat, mackintosh. and umbrella. A bag contains their 
supply of betel and tobacco. and they carry a bill-hook 
and gourd water-vessel, and a coffee walking-stick. As 
ornaments they wear bangles. rings on the fingers and 
toes. and in the nose and ears The women are tat­
tooed by Korava women who come round on circuit, 
on the forehead. outside the orbi ts. cheeks, arm!>, and 
hands. Golden ornaments adorn their ears and nose. 
and they also wear a.rmlets. toe-rings. and bangles, 
which are som('time~ ~;upplemented by a tooth-pick and 
ear-scoop pendent from a string round the neck. For 
dr 55) a sari made of florid imported cotton fabric is 

I have seen women smoking cheroots, made 
from tobacco locally cultivated. wrapped up in a leaf 
of Gmdinc7 arborca. Tattooing is said to be forbidden 
among the l\1alaialis of the Javadi hills in North A-;'cot. 

Concerning the Malaialis of the Trichinopoly district, 
Mr. F. R. Hemingway writes as follows. "As far a 
this di strict is concerned. they are inhabitants of the 
Pachaim, lais and Kollaimalais. Tbe Malaifllis of the 
two rang s will not Intermarry, but have no objection 
to dining together. For purposes of ~hc caste disci­
pline, the villa res of both sub-divisions are grouped into 
nadus. Each nadu contains some twenty or thirty 
il1age~. Each village has a headman called on the 

~achaimalais M uppan, and on th Kollaimalais Ur­
Kavl.lndan or Kutti-Maniyam. Acrain, on the Pachai­
inalais. ~very five or ten villages make up a sittambalam, 

which i. a Kavundan, and each nadu is ruled by 
r.'.~'J.!'.I'~"":IVA Kavundan. In the Kollaimalais there 
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;tttambalams, but the nadu there is also presided over 
by a Periya Kavundan, who is sometimes called a Sidi 
Kavundan. Again, on the Kollaimalai', the first four 
nadus are grouped into one pattam under th.e Patt'ak:l.ran 
of Valappur, and the other three into another under the 
Pattakaran of Sakkirattl. The nadu headmen on the 
Pclchaimalais also do duty as Pd.tta\.;:'irans. AIl these 
appointments are hereditary. The permission of the 
Pattakaran has to be obtained before ':\ mania e can 
take place, bUl, on the Kollaimalais. be deputes this 
power to tht Sildi KavlIndan. The }'.tttakarans of both 
ranges have recognised ~lrivilC'ges. such as the right to 
ride on horseback. and use umbrellas, which are d nied 
to the common folk. 

II The Malaiy<llis recognise' the siLnrtity of the large 
Vishnu ternl'] at Srirangam. an!1 of the Siva temple at 
Anaplcsvaran Kod on the Kollairm ]ai-;. To the fc ·ti­
val of the latter in AOI (J uly-Augu. t) the Malaiyali5 of 
all three divisions /lock. In every village is a temple 0 

image of Perum~ll. l\.itli is ah;o commonly worshipped,. 
but the MalaiYdlis do nat connect her with Siva. Almost 
every village further contains temples to l\Hiriyayi. the 
goddess of cholt-ra, and to the \ illagc g-oddes. Pidari. 
On the Kollaimalais, Kali i, ,dso )f)oked upon as a 
village goddess, but she has no attendant Karuppans, 
nor is she worshipped by shedding blood. Pidari is 
often called Manu Pidari on the Pachaimalais, and is 
represented by a heap of mud. At mIdnight. a sheep 
and c;ome coked rice are taken to this, a man c!eaning 
the pathw' y to the temple by dragging a bunch of leaves. 
The sheep is killed, and its lungs are inflated and placed 
on the heap. On the Kollaimalai. two other goddesses, 
Niich'i and KongaJayj. are commonly worshipped. At 
the worship of the former, perfect silence must be 
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obserVf~d, and women are not allowed to be in the village 
at the time. It is supposed that, if anyone speaks 
during the ceremony, he will be stung by bees or other 

. insects. The goddess has no image, but is supposed to 
appear from the surface of the ground, and to glitter 
like the comb of a cock. Kongalayi has an image, and 
her worship je; accompanied by music. All these god­
desses are worshipped every year before the ground 
is cultivated. The Malaiyajis, like the people of the 
plains, worship Pattavans. But, on the Kollaimalais, 
instead of thinking that these are people who have died 
a violent death, they say they arc virtuous men and 
good sportsmen, who have lived to a ripe old age.. The 
test of the a.pntheusic: of such a one i::, that his castemen 
should have a successful day's sport on some day that 
they have set aside in his honour. They sometimes 
oreer regular sacrifices to the Pattavans, but more usually 
offer the head of any game they shoot. Sometimes a 
man will dream of some evil spirit turning Pattavan, and 
then he is taken to a S'lrych1los lvux-vom.ica. tree, and his 
ha.ir nailed to the trunk and cut. This is supposed to 
free the caste from further molestation. The same 
im~ctice is observed on the Pacbaimalais, if the ghost 
appears in a dream accompanied by a Panchama. On 
the K llaimalais, holy bulb, dedicated to the Srirangam 
temple, are taken round .. vith drums on their backs by 
men with feathers stuck in their hair, and alms are 
collected. \~hen these animals die, they are buried, 
and an alari tree is planted over the grave. This 
practice i~, however, confined to Vaishtlavites, and to a 
few f.'l.miHes . Saivites set free bulls caned polj yerUdu 
in honour o[ th~ Anaplesvaram god. These bulls are 
of good class, and, like the tamatams, are honoured at 
their death. 
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"The Malaiyali houses are built of tattis (mat s) 
split bamboo, and roofed with jungle grass. 
of tile or bricks is believed to excite the anger of the 
gods. The Kollai malai houses seem always to have a 
loft inside, a proached by a ladder. The eaves project 
grea tly, so as almost to touch the ground. In the pial 
(platform at the entrance) a bole is made to pen fowls 
in. On the tops of the hous s, tufts of jungle gra.ss and 
rags are placed, to keep off owls, the ill-omened kottan 
birds. T he villages are surrounded with a fence, to 
keep the v:llage pigs frum destroying the crop outside. 
T he PachaimJ.lai WO'11e'1 wear the kusavatn fold in their 
cloth on t~e right ~ide, but do not cover the breasts. 
The Koilaimalai "vomen do not wear any kusavam, but 
carefully cover t heir breasts, especially when at work 
outside the village site, for fear of disple.lsing the gods. 
T he Pachaimalai people t;\ttoo, hut this custom is 
anathema ou the Kollaim:th.i~! \\ here tht' MaJ.liYillis will 
not allow a tattooe I person into their houses for fear of 
offending their gods. 

" All the ;\1alaiyitlis arc keen sportsmen, and complain 
that sport is spoilt by the forcst rules. The Kollaimalai 
people have a great beat on the first of Ani (J une-July), 
and another on the day 0f the fi rst sowing of the year. 
The date of the latter is scttled by the headman of each 
village, and he alone is allowed to sow seed on that 
day, everyone else bei ng debarred on pain of punis -
ment from doing any mann er of work, and going out 
to hunt instead. On the ollaimalais, bull-baiting is 
practiced at the time of the Mariyayi festival in Ma.si 
(February-March). A number ot bulls are taken in 
front of the goddess, one after the other, and, while 
some of the crowd hold the animals with ropes, a 
in front., and another behind, urge it on to 

tv-IS 
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efforts to get free. When one bull is t ired out, another 
is brought up to tak its place. 

Ie The MaJaiyalis ha\e a good many super -t ition of 
tbeir own, which are apparently different from those of 
the plains. J f they want rain. they pelt each other with 

aUs of cow-dung, an .image of Pillaiyar (Ganesa) is 
bu ried in a manure pit. and a pig is killed with a kind of 
·pear. \Vhen the rain comes. t he Pillaiyar is dug up. 
I f a man suffers from hemicrania. he sets free a red cock 
in honour uf the sun (In a Tuesday. A man who grinds 
his t eth in his sl ep may be broken off the habit by 
c'lting some of the food offcred to' th \ illag g-oddcss, 
brought by stealth from her altar People sufferinv 
f.rom small-po' :lrI; taken llown to the plaill~, and left in 
$ m vill(lge. Cho! ra patients are abandoned, a-nd lef 
to die. Lepere; arc dri\'{'n out without the slightest 
m rcy. to shift for thcmse1Y('s . 

• 1 \ ith regard to marriage. the M alaiyalis of the 
Trj hinopoly district r cognis(' the deSirability of ( boy's 
t arr in 1 hi~ maternal aunt's daughter. This sometim s 
result. in a young boy marrying a grown-up w9ma • 
but th Malaiyalis in this distri t declare that the boy's 
father do R not then take ()" r the duties of a hu band, 
On th I ollaimalais, a wife rna) leave her hu band for 
a paramour within the Cd$te. but her husband hasa rig ht 
to the chiJurcn of such intercours , and they generally 
go to him in the end. You may ask a man, without 
givinf1 offenc • if he has lent his wir, to anyone. Both 
s dons pra tice polygam '. A betrothal on t he Pachai­
malat' is ff, ct d by the boy's taking an oil bath, 
~ 11 \\ d by a t ath in bot water a t the bride's house. and 

. tching ;vh ,ther there is any ill omen during the 
pr ces '. On the Kollaimalai , the matter is settled by 

simple interview. On b th hill ranges, the wedding 
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ceremonies last only one day, and on the Pachaimalais 
a Thursday is generally selected. The marriage on the 
latter range cons'sts in all the relatives pre ent dropping 
castor-oil on to the heads of the pair with a wisp of 
grass, and then pronouncing a ble sing n th m. The 
terms of the blessing are the sam as those u d by the 
Konga Vellalas. The brid groom tie th tali. On 
the Kollaimalais, the girl is formally invited t come 
and be married by the other party takin h r a heep 
and some rice. On the appoint d day it ring of 
cock and a hen are made to the ods in th hou es of 
both. The girl th n c mes t th other h u , n he 
and the bridegroom ar garlanded by the leadinO' per ons 
present. The bridegroom ti s the tali, and the couple 
are then made to walk s ven st ps, and are bl sed. Th 
garlands are then thro\' n into a well, and, if th y Iloat 
together, it is an omen that th tw will love ach other. 

/I Both sections bury their dead. n th Kollai­
mala is, a gun is fired wh n th corpse is tak n out for 
burial, and tobacc ,cigars, btl and nut, etc., are buried 
with the body . 

.. Two curious customs in connection with labour are 
recognised on both ranges. I f a man has a press of 
work, he can compel the whole village to com and help 
him, by the simple method of inviting them all to a feast. 
He need not pay them for their services. A different 
custom is that, when there is threshing to be done, any 
labourer of the caste who offers himself has to be taken, 
whether there is work for him or not, and paid as if he 
had done a good day's work. This is a very hard rule 
in times of scarcity, and it is said that sometimes the 
employer will have not only to payout the whole of the 
harvest, but will also have to get something extra from 
home to satisfy the labourers." 

IV-'S B 



Is noted by Mr. Garstin - that" in his time (1878) 
Malaialis of the South Arcot district kept the 

~11M(1!;;vunUt of their payments of revenue by tying knots in 
bit of string, and that some of them once lodged a 

fidf1~llplai' nt against their village headman for collecting 
from them than was due, basing their case on the 

that there were more knots in the current year's 
than in that of the year preceding. The poligars, 

adds, used to intimate the amount of revenue due 
sending each f the cultivators a leaf bearing on it 

many thumb-nail marks as there were rupees to be 
lIJ ... tt." 

alaylli.- A territorial name, denoting an inhabitant 
Malayalam country. It is noted, in the Mysore 

Report, 190J, that this name came in very handy 
_t[D&!!IS several of the Malabar tribes, who have immi-

to the province, and whose names were unfamiliar 
officials. There is, in the city of Madras, a 

club ~ r inhabitants of the Malayalam country, 
are there employed in Government services, as 

.ret'S, or in other vocation. I read that, in 1906, the 
Onam fe tival was celebrated at the Victoria 

Hall under the auspices of this club, and a drama­
rsion of the Malayalam novel I ndulekha was 

:!.~"I.Yi:lou.-Concerning the Malayans, Mr. A. R. 
nham write as follow. "The Malayans 

yam ca te, observing twelve days' pollu­
orth Malabar. Thei~ name, signifying 

poi to their having been at one time a jungle 
they have by no mean the dark complexion 

CO=~Q ph siognomy characteristic of the classes 
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hich still occupy that position. They are divided 
nine exogamous mam five f which have the 
Kotukudi, Velupa Cheni, Palankudi, nd 
The men do not have their head but allow the hair 
grow long and either part it in th middle, r tie it into 
knot behind, like the ca te of the east coa t, or tie 
in a knot in front in the genuine Ialayali fa hi n. 
principal occupation f the caste is orci m, which th y 
perform by various method . . 

" I f anyone is con idcred t be po s ed by demon I 

it is u ual, after c n ultin the astrol r in order to 
ascertain what murti (form, i.c. d mon) i cuing the 
trouble, to call in the Mala an, ~ h per~ rms a 
known a tiyattam, in 'i hich th y w ar mask , and, so 
disguised, sing, dance, tom-tom, and pI y n a rude and 
strident pipe. Another cer m n , kn wn as ucchavcli, 
has e eral forms, all of which seem to b ith r sur­
viva I. , or at lea t imitation f human '\crific . 
these consists of a m ck living burial f the principaJ 
performer, who is laced in a pit, which i v 'red with 
plank , on th top f which a acrific is per~ 

with a fire kindled with jack wood (Artl)carpus integri­
folia) and a plant called erinna. In another variety, the 
Malayan cuts his left forearm, and smears his face with 
the blood thus drawn. Malayans Iso take part w 
Peruvannans (big barbers) in v riou ceremonies 
BadrakAli and other temples, in which the 
impersonate, in suitable costume, some of the 
deities or demons, fowls are s crificed, and a VeJl'CCrla,~. 
pronounces oracular statements." 

As the profession of exorcists does nl)t keep 
MaJayans fully occupied, they go about begging 
the harvest season, in various disguises, of which 
of a bobby-horse is a very common one. They 



to their income by singing songs, at which they are 
expert. Like the Nalkes and Paravas of South 

~ .. n •.. the Malayans exorcise variQUs kinds of $!evils. 
appropriate disguises. For enaveti (bloody 

), the performer smears the upper part of his . . 
and face with a paste made of rice-flour reddened 
turmeric powder and chllnam (lime) to indidlte a 
y sacrifice. Before the paste dries, parch~ paddy 

,,,llIlll1SlC:ea rice) grains, representing small-pox pustules, 
sprinkled over it. Strips of young cocoanut leaves, 

\MI~~ together so as to form a petticoat, are tied round 
waist, a ball of sacred ashes (vibhiithi) is fixed on 
tip of the nose, and two strips of palmyra palm leaf 
sturk in the mouth to represent fangs. If it is 

that a human sacrifice is necessary to propitiate 
devil, the man representing N enaveli puts round his 

a kind of framework made of plantain leaf sheath ; 
_ ,,.. •. .., after he has danced with it on, it is removed, and 
~~;ed on the ground in front of him. A number of 

icks are stuck in the middle of the framework, 
is sprinkled with the blood of a fowl, and then 

nl""C:~ and crushed. Sometimes this is not regarded as 
_htllent. and the performer is made to lie down in a pit, 

.biilllll·· i.'·~t'IItI"red over by a plank, and a fire kindled. 
Ii.,,,,lab_n, who acted the part of Nenaveli before me 

:e1J~err", danced and gesticulated wildly, while a 
, concealed behind him, sang songs in praise 

demon whom he represented, to the accompani-
of a drum. At the end of the rformanc;e, he 

.~Id extreme exhaustion. and laid on the grOund in 
bf apparent collapse, while he VI drenc ed tb 

ought i pots from a neighbouri g weD 
disguise of Uchchaveli is al 0 as8umea for the 

of the demOJl. ~n a human sacPfia; is 



lAL.\Y.\~ D EYJI.· I>A:\ E R \\TI'H FU \\·1.]:\ M U L" IH. 



considered necessary. ho is 0 

part puts on a cap made of strips of cocoanut _J .. "l'W1!II! 

strips of the same lea es tied to a bent bamboo 
round his waist. H is face and che tare dau bed 
yellow paint, and designs are drawn thereon in r 
black. Strings are ti d tightly round the left arm 
the elbow and wri t, an the wilen area is pierced 
a knife. The blood pouts out and the performer wa 
the arm, so that his fac is covered with the blood. 
fowl is wav~d before him, and d capitated. H puts the 
neck in his mouth, and uck' the blood. 

The disguise are g nel'ally a urn d at night. 
exorcism cohsi ts in crawin complicated d signs 0( 
squares, circles nd trian I s, on the ground with white, 
black, and yelIow flour. While the III n who has as­
sumed the di guise dance about to the accompani 
of drums, ongs are ung by Malayan men and women. 

Malayan.-A division of Panikkans in the Tamil 
country, whose exo amous ept re known by the 
Malayalam name illam (house). 

Maldivi.-A territorial name, meaning a native oC 
the Maldive islands, returned by twenty-two persons in 
Tanjore at the Census, 1901. 

Male K udiya.-A synonym of Kudiya, denoting 
those who live in the hills. 

Maleru.-It is noted, in the M ysore Census Report, 
1901, that "in some temple of the Malnad there 
exists a set of females, who, though not be10nging 
to the atuva class, are yet temple servants like them, 
and are known by the name of Maleru. Any 

ho eats the sacrificial rice strewn on the 
altar) at once loses caste, and 

~;, •• i: ~roml8ll~ or aluu.· J The children Of,,,,~ 
termed Golakas. ADy B'UU~ 



with one or a lower caste thin her 01m IS 

In the Madras Census Re-
, MAle or Malera is returned as a sub-caste 

They are said, however, not to be equal 
They are attached to temples, and their 

swelled by outcaste Brahman and Konkani 

aleyava.- Recorded, in the Madras Census 
1901, as a small Canarese-speaking caste of 

In the South Canara Manual, it is stated that 
are .. classed as mendicants, as there is a small 
of Malayalam gypsies of that name. But there 

have been some confusion with Malava and Mal! 

~1_.l'IUl.-" The Malis," Mr. H. A. Stuart writes,· 
now mostly cultivators, but their traditional 

(from which the caste name is derived) is 
..,kinlg garlands, and providing flowers for the service of 

temples. They are especially clever in growing 
Nlretables. Their vernacular is U riya." I t is noted, in 

Census Report, 1901, that the temple servants wear 
sacred thread, and employ Brahmans as priests. 
further recorded, in the Census Report, 1871, that 

Malis are, as their name denotes, gardeners. 
chose for their settlements ~ites where they were 

turn a stream to irrigate a bit of land near their 
H ere they raise fine crops of vegetables. 

they carry to the numerous markets throughout 
Their rights to the lands acquired from 

(Porojas) are of a substantial nature. and the 
_ace to sho their possessions were formerly 

(Poroja lands) is perhaps a ro of upr~~~l 
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or the folJowing note, I am indebted to 
adana Rao. The Malis say that their ancestors 1111_,. 

ofllinallyat KAsi (Benares), whenc they emigrat 
und r the Raja of Jeypore. They are divided lDlC:J.D 

die following sub-divisions :-Bodo, Pondra, 
annara, Sonkuva, and Don rrudiya. The name ~Olldrak 

is said to be derived from p doro, a dry field. 
informed that, if a P ndra i so pr p~rous as to POl.IIB. 

garden which r qu~res the em loyment of a piC:ot1ta11 

he is bound to ent rtain a many men of his CII!RC;:1I 

choose to go to hi house. A man without a piC,otttal 
may refuse to receiv such visit. picottah 
old·fashioned form of a machin till u d for raising 
water, and consi ts of a I ng lever or yard pivotted 
an upright post, wei ht d on the hort rm, and 

I 

a line and bucket n the long arm. 
Among the Bodo Mali , a man can claim his ..,61,'-.,_ 

aunt's daughter in marriage, which takes place Delt<mll 

the girl reaches pub rty. A jholla tonka (brid .. · n , .. , .... 

of forty rupees is p id, nd th girl i c nducted to 
house of the bridegroom, in fr nt f which a paI~&I 
(booth) has been erected, with nine pots, one a 
other, placed at the four c rners and in the centre. 
the .middle of the pandal a mattr ss is spread, and to 
pandal a cloth, with a myrabolam (Termt.'"ali" 
rice, and money tied up in it, is attached. The 
tracting couple sit togerher, and a sacred thread is 
to the bridegroom by the officiating priest. The 
is presented with necklact:s, nose-screws, and 
ornaments by the brideiroom's party. They ___ """',._ 

the bridegroom's house. The 
uring the nut days. and 
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the pair are bathed with turmeric water, and repair to 
a stream, in which they bathe. On their return home, 
the bridegroom is presented with some cheap jewelry. 

Among the Pondra Malis, if a girl is not provided 
with a husband before she reaches puberty, a mock 
marriage is performed. A pandal (booth) is erected in 
front of her house, and he enters it, carrying a fan in her 
right hand, and sits on a mattress. A pot, containing 
water and mango leaves, is set in front of her, and the 
females throw turmeric-rice over her. They then mix 
turmeric powder with castor-oil, and pour it over her 
from mango leaves. he next goes to the village stream, 
and bathes. A caste feast follows after this ceremonial 
has been performed. The girl is permitted to marry in 
the ordinary way. A Bodo Mali girl, who does not 
secure a husband bef, re she reaches puberty, is said to 
be turned out of the caste. 

In the regular marriage ceremony among the Pondra 
Malis, the bridegr om, accompanied by his party, 
proceeds to the bride's village, where they stay in a 
house other than that of the bride. They send five 
rupees, a new cloth for the bride's mother, rice, and 
other things necessary for a meal, as jholla tonka 
(present) to th bride's house. Pandals, made of four 
poles, are erected in front of the houses of the bride 
and bridegroom. Towards eveninO", the bridegroom 
proceeds to the house of the bride, and the couple are 
blessed by the assembled relations within the pandal. 
On the following day, the bridegroom conducts the bride 
to her pandal. They take their seat therein, separated 
by a screen, ith the ends of their cloths tied together. 
Ornaments, called maguta, corresponding to the bashinga, 
are tied on their foreheads. At the auspicious moment 
fixed by the presiding Desari, the bride stretches out her 



443 .' MALLE 

right hand, and the bridegroom place hi thereon. 
On it some rice and myrabolam fruit r laid and tied 
up with. rolls of cotton thread b the e an. On th 
third day, the couple repair to a tr m nd bathe. 
They then bur the magutas. ft r a fe t th brid 
accompanies the bridegroom t hi illag, but if he 
has not reached pubert , r turn to her parent . 

Widow remarria e i p rmitt d and a youn r 
brother usually marries the wid \ of hi eld brother. 

The dead ar burnt, and death poll~tion I t for ten 
d ys, during which those who ar p Hut d r frain fr m 
their usual empl ym nt. n th ninth d y, a hole i 
dug in the house of the deceas d, and a lamp plac d in it. 
The son, or orne ther close relativ, ats meal by the 
side of th hole, and, wh nit i fini h d, plac th platter 
and the remains of the food in the hoi , and buries them 
with the lamp. On the tenth day, an riya Brahman 
purifies the house by raising th sacr d fir (hOmam). 
He is, in return for hi services, pr sent d with the ut n­
sils of the deceased, half a rupee, rice, and other thin s. 

Mali further occurs as th name f an xogamous 
sept of Holeya. (See also Ravulo.) 

Maliah (hill).-A sub-division of avaras who 
inhabit the hill-country. 

Malighai Chetti.-A synonym of Acharapakam 
Chettis. In the city of Madras, the Malighai Chettis 
cannot, like other Beri Chettis, vote or receive votes at 
elections or meetings of the Kandasami temple. 

Malik.-A sect of M uh mmadans, who are the 
followers of the Imam Abu 'Abdi '11ah Malik ibn 
Anas, the founder of one of the four orthodox sects of 
Sunnis, who was born at Madinah, A.H. 94 (A.D. 716). 

Malle.-Malle, Malli, Mallela, or Mallige, meaning 
jasmine, has been recorded as an exogamous sept of 
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Bestha, Holcya, Kamma, Korava, Kurni, Kuruba, 
Madiga, Mala, Odde, and Tsakala. The Tsakalas, I am 
informed, will not use jasmine flowers, or go near the 
plant. In like manner, Besthas of the Malle gotra may 
not touch it. 

Malumi.-A class of Muhammadan pilots and sailors 
in the Laccadive islanc.b. (See Mappilla.) 

Mamidla (mango ).-An exogamous sept of Padma 
Sale. 

Mana (a measure).-An exogamous sept of Kuruba. 
Manavalan (bridegroom).- A sub-division of Nayar. 
Manayammamar.-The name for Mussad females. 

Mana means a Brahman's house. 
Ma lcha.-Kecorded, in the Madras Census Report, 

1901, as a Musalman tribe in the Laccadive islands. 
Manchala (cots).-An exogamous sept of Odde. 

The equivalent mancham occurs as a sept of Panta 
Reddis, the members of which avoid sleeping on 
cots. 

Manchi (good).-An exogamous sept of Padma 
Selle and Vanadi. 

Mandadan Chetti.-There are at Gudalur near the 
boundary between the Nilgiri district and Malabar, and 
in the Wynad, two classes called respectively Mandadan 
Chetti and \Vynad Chettis (q.v.). 

The following account of the Mandadan Chettis is 
given in the Gazett er of the Nilgiris. " They speak a 
corrupt Canarese, follow the makkatayam law of inheri­
tance (from father to son), and seem always to have been 
natives of the Wynaad. Mandadan is supposed to be 
a corruption of Mahavalinadu, the traditional name still 
applied to the country between N ellakottai and Tippa­
kldu, in which these Chettis principally reside. These 
Chettis reco~ise as many as eight different headmen, 
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who each have name and a definite order of precedence, 
the latter being accurat ly marked by the varyin lengths 
of the periods of pollution ob r d ~ h n th y die. 
They are supposed to be the de cendant in the n re t 

direct line of the original ance tor f the cast nd they 
are shown sp ci 1 respect on public cc ions, and ettle 
domestic and ca te di pute. Marriage t k pI ce aft r 
puberty, and are arrang d through g -betw ens call d 
Madhya tas. When matter have been set in train, the 
contracting partie meet, and the boy' p r nt measure 
out a certain quantity of pa dy (unhu ked rice), and 
present it to the bride' peopl, \i hil the Madhya tas 
formally solicit the approval to the match of all the near­
est relatives. The bride is bathed and dress d in a new 
cloth, and the couple are then seat d under a pandal 
(booth). The pri st of th ambalakod t mpl c mes 
with flowers, ble se the tali, and hands it to the bride­
groom, who tics it round th bride' neck. Some­
times the young man is made to w rk for the girl as 
Jacob did for Rachael, erving her father ~ r a period 
(generally of from one to four years), the length of which 
is settled by panchayat (council). In such ca es, the 
father-in-law pays the expense f the w dding, and 
sets up the young couple with a hous and some land. 
Married women are not prohibited from conferring 
favours on their husbands' brothers, but adultery outside 
the caste is severely dealt with. Adoption seems to be 
unknown. A widow may remarry. I f she weds her 
deceased husband's brother, the only ceremony is a 
dinner, after which the happy pair are formally seated on 
the same mat; but, if she marries anyone else, a pandal 
and tali are provided. Divorce is allowed to both parties, 
and divorcees may remarry. In their cases, however, 
the wedding ntes are much curtailed. T e dead are 
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usually burnt, but those who have been killed by 
accidents or epidemics are buried. When anyone is at 
death's door, he or she is made to swallow a little water 
from a vessel in which some rice and a gold coin have 
been placed. The body is bathed and dressed in a new 
cloth, sometimes music 'is played and a gun fired, and 
in all cases the deceased's family walk three times round 
the pyre before it is fired by the chief mourner. When 
the period of pollution is over, holy water is fetched from 
the Nambalakod temple, and sprinkled all about the 
hou e. These Chettis are Saivites, and worship Betara­
yasvami of N am balakod, the Airu Billi of the Kurum bas, 
and on or two other minor gods, and certain deified 
ancestor. These minor gods hav no regular shrines, 
but huts provided with platforms for them to sit upon, in 
which lamps are lit in the evenings, are built for them in 
the fields and jungles. Chetti women are often hand. 
some. In the hou e they wear only a. waist-cloth, but 
they put on an upper cloth wh n they venture abroad. 
They distend the lobes of their ears and for the first few 
years after marriage wear in them circular O'old ornaments 
somewhat resembling those affected by the Nayar ladies. 
After that period they substitute a strip of ~olled-up 
palm leaf. Th y have an odd custorp of wearing a bii 
chignon mad up of plaits of their own hair cut off at 
intervals in their girlhood." 

Mandadi.-A title of Golla. 
Mandai.-An exogamous section of Kallan named 

after Mandai Karuppan, the O'od of the village common 
(Mandai). 

Mandha.-Mandha or Mandhala, meaning a village 
common, or herd of cattle collected thereon, has been 
recorded as an exogamous sept of Bedar, Kama Sale, 
and Madiga. 
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Mmdi (cow).-A sept of Poroja. 

MA nOLA 

Mandiri.-A ub-di i ion f DOmb. 
Mandula.-The Mandul 5 (m dicin m n) ar a 

wanderinO' clas , the members f hich g ab ut from 
village to ilia e in the T eluO'u c untr . sellincr drug 
(mandu, m dicine) and medicinal p , drs. me f 
their women act a midwi e . f the p op1 an 
interesting count i i en by i h P Whitehead • who 

rites ~ l1ow. " We fund an nc mpm nt of five or 
six dirty-IookinO' huts made of matting, ach ab ut fiv 
feet high, ei ht fe t long an i ~ t wid . b J ng in to 
a b y of Ma~ldalavaru, who h ad-qu rt rs ar at M su­
lipatam. The. ar m dicin m II by pr f ssion, and 
thieve and be g rs by cho1c. h h adman howed 
us his t ck f medicin s in a b g, and a quaint tock 
it was, con i ting of a misc lIan ous coll ction f t nes 
and pieces of wood, and the fruit of tre s. The tones 
are ground to p wd r, and mix d up as m d icin with 
various ingredient. He had piec f mica, a stone 
containing i n, and anoth r which c ntain ther 
metal. There was al 0 a p culiar w od u d as an 
antidote against snake-bite, a piec being torn off and 
eaten by the person bitt n. ne ~ommon treatm nt for 
children is to giv them tiles, ground to powd r, to at. 
In the headman's hut was a pictur squ -looking woman 
sitting up with an infant thre ays old. It had an anklet, 
made of its mother's hair, ti d round the right ankle, to 
keep off the evil eye. The mother, to , had a similar 
anklet round her own left ankle, which she put on before 
her confinement. he asked for some castor-oil to smear 
over the child. They had a go d many donkeys, pigs, 
and fowls with them, and made, they said, about a rupee 

• Mad:u DiOCl'saD Maguine, JC)06. 
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a day by begging. Some time ago, they all got drunk, 
and had a free fiaht, in which a woman got her head cut 
open. The police went to enquire into the matter, but 
the woman declared that she only fell against a bamboo 
by accident. The whole tribe meet once a year, at 
Masulipatam, at the ivaratri festival, and then sacrifice 
pigs and goats to their various deities. The goddess is 
represented by a plain uncarved stone, about four-and-a­
half or five feet high, daubed with turmeric and kunkuma 
(red powd r). The animals are killed in front of the 
stone, and the bloo is allowed to flow on the ground. 
They believe that th god des drinks it. They cook rice 
on the spot, and pr sent some of it to the goddess. They 
then have ~ great feast of the rest of the rice and the 
flesh of the victims, get very drunk with arrack, and end 
up with a free fight. VJe noted that one of the men had 
on an anklet of hair, like the woman'. He said he had 
been bitt n by a snake orne tim ago, and had put on 
the anklet as a charm." 

The Mandula is a very imposing person, as he sits 
in a conspicuous lace, surrounded by paper packets 
piled up all round him. Hi meth d of advertising his 
medicines is to take the packet one by one, and, after 
openin them and folding them up, to make a fresh pile. 
As he doe so, he may be heard repeating very rapidly, 
in a sing-son tWI," M dicine for rheumatism," etc . 

. M ulas are ometimes to be seen close to the Moore 
Mar et in he city of Madras, with their h s of packets 
containing po der arious colour . 

Ma a.-" The Mangalas and Ambattans," Mr. 
H. A. art tes,· 1/ are the barber castes, and are 
probably of ide 'cal origin, but, like the potters, they 

• Manul of the North lucot district. 
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have, by difference of locality, separated into Telugus and 
Tamilians, who do not intermarry. Both are said to be 
the offspring of a Brahman by a Vai ya woman . The Tel­
ugu name is referred to the word man alam, which means 
happiness and also cleansing, and is applied to barbers, 
because they take part in marriage cer monies and add to 
the happiness on the occasion by the m 1 dious sound of 
their flutes naga aram), whil theyal contribute to the 
cleanlin ss of the people by shaving their bodie. The 
Telugus are divide into the R ddibhumi, M urikinadu, 
and Kurichinadu sub-di isions, and r mostly Vai hna­
vites. They consid r th Tamilians as I wer than them­
selves, because they cons nt to shav the whole body, 
while theTelugus only shav the upp r portion. Besid s 
their ordinary occupation, the memb r of this caste pre­
t nd to som knowl dge of surg ryand of th properties 
of herb and drugs. Their C males practice midwi~ ry 
in a barbarous fashion, not scru ling also to indulge 
largely in criminal acts conn ct d with th ir profession. 
Flesh-eadn i allowed, but not, idow marriage." 

"Mangalas," Mr. tuart writ furth r, · "are also 
called Bajantri (in reference to th ir being musicians), 
Kalyanakulam (marriage people), and Angarakudu. 
The word allgaramu means fire, charcoal, a live coal, 
and angarakudu is the planet Mar. T ~ay is Mars 
day, and one name for it is ~ngar k va amu, but the 
other and more common name is Mangalavaramu. w 
mangala is anskrit word, meaning ha piness, and 
mangala, with the oft I, is the elugt! for a barber. 
Mangalavaramu and Angarakavaramu being ymous, 
it is natural that the barbers should Ii ve seieed upon 
this, and given themselves importance y claiming to be 

• Ma.uu CelllUi Keport, J89J. 
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the caste of the planet Mars. As a matter of fact, this 
planet is considered to 1;>e a star of ill omen, and Tuesday 
is regarded as an inauspicious day. Barbers are also 
considered to be of ill omen owing to their connection 
with deaths, when their services are required to shave 
the heads of the mourners. On an auspicious occasion, 
a barber would never be called a Mangala, but a 

I Bajantri, or musician. Their titles are Anna and 
I Gadu." Anna means brother, and Gadu is a common 

\

SUffiX to the names ofTelugus, e.g., Ramigadu, Subbigadu. 
A further title is Ayya (father). 

For the following note on the Mangalas, I am in­
debted to Mr. C. Hayavadana Rao. The caste is divided 
into two endugamous divisions, Telaga and Kapu, the 
ancestors of which were half brothers, by different 
mothers. They will eat together, but will not intermarry, 
as they regard themselves as cousins. The primary 
occ pation of the caste is shaving the heads of people 
belonging to the non-polluting castes, and, for a small 
consideration, razors are lent to Madigas and Malas. A 
Mangala, in the Vizagapatam district, carries no pollution 
with him, when he is not actually engaged in his profes­
sional duties, and may often be found as storekeeper in 
Hindu households, and oce pying the same position as 
the Bhondari, or Oriya barber, does in th Oriya country. 
Unlike the Tamil Am ttan, the Man<Yala has no objec­
tion to shavin Europeans. He is one of the village 
officials, wnose duties ate to render assistance to travellers. 
an massage their limbs, and, in many villages, he is 
rewarded for hiS services with a grant of land. He's 
further the village musician, and an expert at playing on 
the flute. Boys are taught the art of shaving when they 
are about eight years old. An old chatty (earthen pot) 
is turned upside down, and smeared with damp earth. 
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When this is dry, the lad has to scrape it off under the 
direction of an experienced barber. 

Mangala Piijari.-Th tit)e of the caste priest of 
the Mogers. 

Mangalyam.- sub-division of Maran , who, at 
the tali-kettu ceremony of the Na ars carry the ashta­
mangalyam or eight auspicious thing. Tht:s are 
rice, paddy (unhusked rice), tender lea es of the cocoa­
nut, a mimic arrow, a met 1 looking-glass, a well-washed 
cloth, burning fire, and a small round wood n box called 
cheppu. Mangalyam occurs s the name for Marans in 
old Travaocore records. 

Mangalakkal.-This and Manigramam are re­
corded, in the Travancore Census Report, IYOl, as 
sub-divisions of Nayar. 

Manikala (a measure).-An exogamous sept of 
Yanadi. 

Manikattal.-A synonym of Deva-dasi applied to 
dancing-girls in the Tamil country. 

Maniyakkaran.-Maniyakkaran or Maniyagaran, 
meaning an overseer, occurs as a title or synonym of 
Parivaram and Sembadavan. As a name of a sub-division 
of the Jdaiyan shepherds, the word is said to be derived 
from mani, a bell, such as is t' d round the necks of cattle, 
sheep, and g ts. Maniyakkaran has been corrupted 
into monegar, the title of the headman of a village in the 
Tamil country. 

Manjaputtiir.-A sub-division of Chettis, who are 
said to have emigrated to the Madura district m 

Cuddalore (Manjakuppam). 
ManIa (trees).-An exogamous sept of Chenchu. 
Mannadi.-A title of Kunnavans of the Palni hills, 

often given as the caste name. Also a title of Pallans 
and Miittans. 

IV-_g B 
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Mannadiyar.-A trading sub-division of Nayar. 
Mannan.-The Mannans are a hill tribe of Travan­

core, and are said to have been originally dependents of 
the kings of Madura, whom they, like the Uralis and 
M uduvans, accompanied to N eriyamangalam. "Later 
on, they settled in a portion of the Cardamom Hills 
called Makara-alum. One of the chiefs of Poonyat 
nominated three of these Mannans as his agents at three 
different centres in his dominions, ol}e to live at 
Tollairamalai with a silver sword as badge and with the 
title of Varayilkizh Mannan, a second to live at Mannan­
kantam with a bracelet and the title of Gopura Mannan, 
and a third at Utumpanchola with a silver cane and 
the title of Talamala Mannan. For these headmen, the 
other Mannans are expected to do a lot of miscellaneous 
services. It is only with the consent of the headmen 
that marriages may be contracted. Persons of both 
se s dress themselves like Maravans. Silver and brass 
eM-rings are worn by the men. N ecklets of white and 
red beads are worn on the neck, and brass bracelets on 
the wrist. Mannans put up the best huts among the 
hill-men. Menstrual and puerperal impurity is not so 
repelling as in the case of the U ralis. About a year 
after a child i born, the eldest' member of the family 
ties a necklet of beads round its neck, and gives it a 
name. The Mannans bury their dead. The coffin is 
ma~ of bam b 0 and reeds, and the corpse is taken to 
the grave with music and the beating of drums. The 
per. onal orname ts, if any are not removed. Before 
filling in the grave, a quantity of rice is put into the 
mouth of the deceased. A shed is erected over the site 
of burial. Aft r a year has passed, an offering of food 
and drink is made to the dead. TheQ,language of the 
Mannins is Tamil. They have neither washermen nor 




