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Z ORI (blanket).—An exogamous sept of Kuruba.
Koriannayya (fowl sept).—An qx oa

_sept of Bant. : :
Korono.—Karnam, Mr. H. A. Stuart wrxtes,‘ﬁ“"
cludes both Karnam proper, and also Korono, *
accountant caste of Ganjam and Orissa. The folle
remarks relate solely to the Uriya Koronos, The
Korono is said to be derived from kirani, which m
writer or clerk. The origin of the Koronos is unc
One writer says that they are Kayasts of Northern In
who are of Kshatriya origin. Mr. R. C. Dutt
his History of Ancient India, that, according to !
~ the Koronos belong to the Kshatnya Vratyas, w




d the fiesh of goats and deer. The Uriya Koronos;

the gbsha system, and carry it to such an extent
after a girl attains puberty, she is not allowed to
beforc her elder brother. Their titles are Patnaik

The heads of the Ganjam villages are, Mr. S. P. Rice
orms us, “called Korono, the doer, and Karji, the
‘manager. ‘The Korono, who is really only the account-
, but who, by reason of his higher education, is
rerally the ultimate authority in the village, appropri-
s to himself the title Potonaiko, as his caste distinction.
e.word signifies the Naik or head of the town.” It
been noted that “ in the Telugu districts, the Karnam
sually a Brahman. Being in some respects the
intelligent, and the most unpopular man in the
re, he is both feared and hated. Murders of account-
ough infrequent, are not unknown.” Of proverbs
to Karnams, the following may be quoted :—




g, fSishta or Srishti, Vaisya, Ma_uula, and
some of which wear the sacred thread The

this event. A woman of the Bhgndari caste is emp
on the occasion of marriage and other ceremd

of Gudala.

: Korti==An occupational name, derived from k
« saw, of woodsawyers in Ganjam.
Kosalya.~~A sub-division of Mali, na.mecl
Kbosala, the modern Oudh. :
Koshti.~Kashti or Kashta is the name of

and cultivating caste of Chota Nagpur, a few
of ‘which have settled in the Madras Pre

" Risley, Tribes and Castes of Bengal). Koshta
the name by which the Khattis of Conjeeveram
Patnialkaran silk weavers.



eating the flesh of a buffalo which had died, and the
Fodas drove them out as being eaters of carrion. A
native report before me suggests that “it is probable
that, after the migration of the Kotas to the hills, anthro-
. pology was at work, and they got into them an admixture
‘of Toda blood.”
. The Kotas inhabit seven villages (Kotagiri or kokal),
“which six—Kotagiri, Kil Kotagiri, Todanad, Sholar,
hiand Kanda—are on the Nilgiri plateau, and one is
Gudalar at the north-west base of these hills. They
m compact communities, and, at Kotagiri, their village

sleeping apartments. The floor is raised above the
nd, and there is a verandah in front with a seat on
‘side whereon the Kota loves to “take his siesta, and

ﬂorgl embellishments by stone-carvers from‘;
It is noted by Breeks* that Kurguli




According to orthodox Kota views, a settlement sho
consist of three streets or kéris, in one of which:

kannans or Pujaris live. At Kotagiri the three streets
are named Kilkéri, Nadukéri, and Mélkéri, or lowe )
central and upper street. PeOple belonging to the same

to the same family, and mtcrma.ruage would be distas
ful. The following examples of marriage bct
members of different kéris are recorded in my notes =

Husband, | Wife,
Kilkéri, | Naduker.
Kilkeri. i Melkeri.
Nadukeri. | Melkeri,
; Melkeéri. i Nadukeri, P
Nadukéri. | First wife Kilkéri, second wife
! Melkéri,

The Kota settlement at Shalar is divided into fou
kéris, viz. :—amréri, kikeri, korakéri, and akkéri, or

!;omken and akkeri the other.
On the da.y fol]owmg my arrival at



her towards dusk in the arrack shop and beer
n in the bazar, whence they stagger or are helped
e in a state of noisy and turbulent intoxication. Tt
has been said * that the Kotas ““actually court venereal
‘disease, and a young man who has not suffered from
this before he is of a certain age is looked upon as a
isgrace.”
~ The Kotas are looked down on as being unclean
_feeders, and eaters of carrion; a custom which is to
#them no more filthy than that of eating game when it is
high, or using the same tooth-brush week after week, is"
to a European. They have been described as a very
carnivorous race, who ‘“have a great craving for flesh,
nd will devour animal food of every kind without any
eamish scruples as to how the animal came by its
death. The carcase of a bullock which has died of
isease, or the remains of a deer half devoured by a
ger, are equally acceptable to him.” An unappetising
‘which may be witnessed on roads leading to a
village, is that of a Kota carrying the flesh of




anything to do with the holy occupation of
buffaloes.”

The Kotas are blacksmiths, goldsmiths, silver
carpenters, tanners, rope-makers, potters, wash
and cultivators. They are the musicians at Toda
Badaga funerals. It is noted by Dr. W. H. R. R
that “in addition they provide for the first
funeral the cloak (putkuli) in which the body is wra
and grain (patm or simai) to the amount of five t
kwa. They give one or two rupees towards the ex
and, if they should have no grain, their contrib:
money is increased. At the marvainolkedr

women. They give two to five rupees towa
general expenses, and provide the bow and
basket (tek), knife (kafkati), and the sieve called
murn. The Kotas receive at each funeral the
of the slaughtered buffaloes, and are also us




Ily brought up from the plains to work for them.
Toda, Badaga Irula, and Knrumba settlemem has

(plar:ﬁed butter), grain, plamam etc. The I\otas eat
flesh of the animals which they receive, and sell the
ns to Labbai (Muhammadan) merchants from the
_ Chakkiliyans (leather-workers) from the plains
lect the bones, and purchase the hides, which are
ighly cured by the Kotas with chunam (lime) and
aram (Cassia awriculata) bark, and pegged out on
th gmund to dry.

;"‘The Kota blacksmiths make hatches, bill-hooks,
es, and other implements for the various hill tribes,
ally the Badagas, and also for European planters,
n the memory of men still living, they used to
rith iron ore brought up from the low country,
‘_depend on scrap iron, which they purchase
' The most flourishing smithy in the




‘ ‘mupanon were assigried to them at rat& v
d from ten to twenty annas per acre. 1

ordinary ryotwari tenure.
~ In former days, opium of good quality was cultival
by the Badagas, from whom the Kotas got poppy-he:
which their herbalists used for medicinal purposes. o
the present time, the Kotas purchase opium in the b
and use it as an intoxicant.
The Kota women have none of the fearlessness
friendliness of the Todas, and, on the approach ¢
European to their domain, bolt out of sight,

fetch water and collect firewood, with loads of w
supported on the head by a pad of bracken femf"é‘l
aguilina) leaves, and bill-hook slung on the sho



2 ‘Munthakannan or Pujari, and Terkaran or Dévadi, of
" whom the former rank higher than the latter. There
may be more than two Terkdrans in a village, but the

. Munthakannans never exceed this number, and they
should belong to different kéris. These representatives
- of the priesthood must not be widowers, and, if they lose
their wives while holding office, their appointment

/ lapses. They may eat the flesh of buffaloes, but not

g,bdrmk their milk. Cow's flesh, but not its milk, is tabu.

,“',m:e Kotas may not milk cows, or, under ordinary con-

W dltxons, drmk the milk thereof in their own v1llage, but

jmd reaping ceremomal They must use fire obtained
riction, and should keep a fire constantly burning in
en pot. In like manner, the Terkarans must not
matches, but take fire from the house of the
annan. The members of the priesthood are
allowed to work for others, but may do so on
w | account in the fields or at the forge. Thay



: Furthgr, durmg this penod of proba.uml,' he
~sleep on a mat or use a blanket, but must
ground or on a plank, and use a dhupati (coz
as a covering. At the time of the annual
festival, neither the Munthakannins nor the
~may live or hold communion with their wi
fear of 'pollution, and they have to cook the
themselves.

The seed-sowing ceremony is celebrated in the '
of Kumbam (February-March) on a Tuesday or F
For eight days the Pajari abstains from meat z
on vegetable dietary, and may not communicatc,_"‘
with his wife, a boy acting as spokesman. -

penned in a kraal, and milked by the Pajari. .
is preserved, and, if the omens are favourable, is
to turn sour. If it does, this is attributed to the




the blacksmzth a chopper or axe, che
ring or other kind of ornament.”

'e_tmage,” Dr. Shortt wri sf'“of mﬁd

rock or tree in a secludéd locality, frequemiy«

L/

0Ly 'S ob_;ect of worsh:p, to whxch sa,cnﬁczalr

e"cons;:.;s of a large square of %und
th loose stones, three feet high, A’ﬁd on-




KOTA TEMPLE,



] Todas. ‘,.,,Kurumbas, and Kotas. . The Toe
Id to live principally upon milk, the Kuru

' itted to eat the flesh of buffalo calves, an
were allowed perfect liberty in the choice of fox
informed that they ‘might  eat carrion if the
ngthxqg better.” According to, another ve
* legend given by Dr. Rivers, Kamatardya
- people a pot. In the Toda pot was calf- ﬂcsh,,
~ Todas eat the flesh of calves at the erk :
~ceremony ; the Kurumba pot contained the
male buffalo, o this is eaten by the Kurumbas,

l_.jj of the Kotas contained the flesh of a cow- -bu




: nganoda and the village was abdndengd by thé by
survivors. A Badaga named Munda Jogi, who was

~ bringing his tools to the Kotagiri to be sharpened, saw ‘
near a tree qomethmg in the form of a txger which spoke; iy

" At last, however, a Kota came forward to interpret, and
" declared that the god ordered the Kotas to return to the

Kotas at hand to sharpen his tools).” The Kotas are
 allowed to approach Toda or Badaga temples.

was noted by Lieutenant R. F. Burton * that, in
lets, the Kotas have set up curiously carved
which they consider sacred, and attribute to them .
ywer of cﬁring diseases, if the member affected be
bbed against the talisman. %
reat annual festival is held in honour of Kiuia-




cfusmg to make ploughs or earthen vessels
Badagas. The programme, when the festival is
- out in full detail, is, as far as [ have been able to g
as follows .
First day.. A fire is kindled by one of the prie

thc temple, and carried to the Nadukeéri section of th
* yillage, where it is kept burning throughout the festiy
Around the fire men, women, adolescent boys and girls,
- dance to the weird music of the Kota band, whose instr
 ments consist of clarionet, drum, tambourine, brass ho
and flute (buguri). |

Second day )
) ;‘:::hdzzy » Dance at night. oy

Fifth day J

Sixth day. The villagers go to the Jungle
collect bamboos and rattans, with which to re-r
temple. Dance at night. )
. The seventh day is busily spent in re- rooﬁ
decorating the temples, and it is said to be es
it the work should be concluded before n
~%ce at night. ‘

" tghth day

o

In the morning the .Kotas




me beaten with the hands. I was present at a private
formance of the male nautch, which was as dreary
"such entertainments usually are, but it lacked the go

‘Eleventh and twelfth days.
“ation of a Toda funeral is given, at which the part of the . .
rificial buffaloes is played by men with buffalo horns

on the head, and body covered with a black cloth.

the close of the festival, the Kota priests and
,n,g members of the community go out hunting with
and arrows, leaving the village at 1 am., and
ning at 3.4.m.  They are said to have formerly shog
(Bos gaurus) at this nocturnal expedition, but

A burlesque represent-



"7!

5 ‘The feast lasted over twelve days, during whicl

~long bundles of brushwood, On one side of th

fxcyevwitnéss

~ “During my stay at Kotagiri the Kotas
y 4

‘bratmg the big festival in honour of their

was offered to the god every evening, 'and“
- performed round a fire kept burning near the.
throughout the feast. On the last evening bu
females, as well as males, took part in the danc
darkness set in, the ‘shrill music, which penettat
my hotel, attracted me to the Kota village. At~
of the street, which adjoins the back of the tem
big fire was kept up by continually putting on

close to the flames, stood the musicians wit
musical instruments, two hand- drums, a també
beaten by blows on the back, a brass cymbal
with a stick, and two pipes resembling oboes.
and over again the same monotonous tune was re
by the two latter in quick four-eight time to the at
paniment’ of the other instruments. On my
- about forty male Kotas, young. and old, were ¢




rendered damp and lax by the moist cvénihg~_
¢ze, so close to the flames that I thought they would
urnt. .Soon the music began again to a new tune;
the oboes, and then, as soon as they had got into \‘
proper swing, the other instruments. The melody
“ was not the same as before, but its two movements were
¢ Mpeated without intercession or change. In this dance
les, as well as males, took part, grouped in a semi-
e, while the men completed the circle. The men
ed boisterously and irregularly. Moving slowly
rds with the entire circle, each dancer turned right
“from right to left and from. left to right, so that,
er every turn, they were facing the fire. - The women
d with more precision and more artistically than
nen.. When they set out on the dance, they first:
| themselves before the fire, and then made left
ight half turns with artistic regular steps. Their
ces expressed a mixture of pleasure and
sment. None of the dancers wore any special
but the women, who were nearly all old and
for the most part, a quantity of ornaments in
and nose and on the neck, arms and legs: In




Kotas 't only obtamed an account of this ¢
" performed between the people of Kars and
. village of Tizgudr, and I do not know whethi
details would be the same in other cases. I’ th

 butter. Out51dc the vil lagd they are met by twﬁ‘
.. priests whom the Todas call teupuli, who bri
- them a dairy vessel of the kind the Todas |
~ which is filled with patm grain. Other Kotas fa
music. All stand outside the village, and o

 to their temple and return, each bringing a mu,

" clarified butter brought by the Todas is dividéd”‘
equal parts, and half is poured into each -
'”leadlng Toda then takes some of the butter,




: d‘ about January in honour of the Kota'jgod
ba.taraya.

) at the kwodrdoni ti, and at the present time
only occupied every year shortly before and during
eremony. The palol gives clarified butter to the

jir, the buffaloes of the ti. Some Kotas of Kotagiri

‘%h‘y,' but they could not, or would not, tell me what

forms of apparatus :—(1) a vertical stick, and
tal stick with sockets and grooves, both made of

t of Salix tetrasperma is spliced into a stick,

ap rmg at each end with a knife or fragment

s, which should be made from the milk of the

In order that this ceremony may take
it is essential that there should be a palol (dalry__ i

wodrdoni ti in connection with the Kambataraya

1l interviewed claimed that these buffaloes belonged

§ Rhodomyrtus tomentosus; (2) a small piece

rotated in a socket in a piece of the root of the
s; (3) asmall piece of the root of this tree,



) remind one of what is called bﬂiﬂdﬁn
“The bride and bridegroom being together fo
"m' the morning the bride is questioned by her
‘whether she is pleased with her husband-elect.
- answers in the affirmative, it is a marriage; if
~ bridegroom is immediately discharged, and the
not suﬂer in reputation if she thus discards half
1tors The reciml of this account, translﬁt

 who volunteered the following information relat1 %
the betrothal and marriage ceremonies at the p
day. Girls as a rule marry when they are from
to sixteen years old, between which years they r .
the age of puberty. A wife is selected for a lad‘by" 1S
- parents, subject to the consent of the girl's parents; or;
a lad has no near relatives, the selection is made fo
by the villagers. Betrothal takes place when the
- achild (eight to ten). The boy goes, accompan
his father and mother, to the house where the gi
prostrates himself at the feet of her parents, an
‘accepted, presents his future father-in-law with
na piece, which is understood to represent
‘and seals the contract. According to

4

also makes a prescnt of a bxrxanhana of




to the bride's fathef, and takes the g1r1 t0
where the wedding guests, who have accompanied
n, are feasted. The Kotas as a rule have only one
fe, and polyandry is unknown among them, But
ygamy is sometimes practiced. My informant, for
ample, had two wives, of whom the first had only .
ented him with a daughter, and, as he was anxious
ave a son, he had taken to himself a second wife. '
a woman bears no children, her husband may marry;
second, or even a third wife; and, if they can get on
L' sther without fighting, all the wives may live under "
he same roof. , ‘
: fvaorce may, I was told, be obtained for incompati- -
rof temper, drunkenness, or immorality ; and a man; Q
‘get rid of his wife ‘if she is of no use to him’, Ze.,
‘does not feed him well, or assist him in the culti-
of his land. Divorce is decided by a panchayat.
ﬁ%ﬂ) Of representatwe vxllagers, and Judgment given,

'e also settled by a panchayat, and, in the’
, case arising which cannot be settled ~by the




thelr menstrual periods. The dodda telullu _
_sively usedifor confinements. Menstruating Wom
_ occupy either room, if the dodda telullu is not @

for the former purpose. "I‘hey remain in sechu
- for three days, and then pass another day in the

subsequent -occasions, until the appearance of
crescent moon. She is attended during her
ment and stay in the hut by an elderly Kota
. The actual confinement takes place outside the
~ and, after the child is born, the woman is bathed
P taken inside. Her husband brings five leafy'




! ‘b-;SIit nose.
Burnt-legged.
Monkey,

' Dung or rubbigh.

Deal.

Tobacco.
Hunchback.
Crooked-bodied.

i Loné-striding.

Dwarf,

Opium eate

Irritable,

Bad-eyed.
Curly-haired.
Cat-eyed.
Left-handed.
Stone.
Stammerer,
Short.

Knee.
Chank-blower.
Chinaman,

i ron the scene later in the day in Indian ﬁlg,;
nt and womer in the rear, ' As they drew near




1y

) bas . Tied to the car were a calabash é.nd‘

~_the house, lying face upwards on a cot, and
. beneath the lowest canopy of the car. Near:
' were placed iron implements and a bag of ric
feet a bag of tobacco, and beneath the cot
. grain, rice, cakes, etc. \



‘k and neck administered with the keen cdge ol
zt. Towards mxdday presents of rice from the.

,'Cated Kota, was let off, and the-bell on the car
the time axmounced for thc i

of woe by contortion of 'the grief muscles.
poignant sorrow was displayed by a man
of extreme intoxication, who sat apart by

T brought from the vxlla.ge, ‘and led
borpse. Gf ‘these tw




. d, in fceble imitation of the 1mpressive T ',
"monial. The carcase of the bull was saluted
. of the Kota men, and subsequently carried off by
Supported by females, the exhausted widow of
~man was dragged up to the corpse, and, Iy;
bes;de it, had to submit to the ordeal of remo
{'";‘_hex" jewellery, the heavy brass bangle being hanin
_off the wrist, supported on a wooden roiler,

_ over with a coloured table-cloth hxdmg the corpse |
-.“ffi_"_sight. A procession was then formed, cc»mposg'd-‘




,charge of the burmng corpse and peace reigned once
ore in the Kota village. A few days later, the funeral
{ an elderl) woman took place with a very similar
honial. " But, suspended from the handle of thg,
a on the top of the car, was a rag doll, which in

I was to]d that,

th ?us_gs of those Kotas whosq mem >
& o bmed and ‘three days befor‘ 1




brought m\:ar the cots, and, after a piece of skull
laced on its horns sacnﬁced A dance take

near the thavachwadam. On the following day a
held, and they return to their homes towards ev
those who have performed the ceremony break
small pot full of water in front of their houses.

Like the Todas, the Kotas indulge in trials of str
vith heavy spherical stones, which they raise, or
o raise, from the ground to the shoulders, andl
embling tip-cat. In another game, sides are ct
f about ten on each 51de. One side takes sho '

e, who run away, and try to avo
1 wuches one of them, the sxde




Man— Blacksmith and carpenter. Silver bangl o’
ht wrist ; two silver rings on right little finger ; silve
on each first toe, Gold ear-rings. Langiti (cloth)”

- Man—Light blue eyes, inherited from his mother, ‘
is, children have eyes of the same colour. Lobes of

Woman—Divorced for bemg a conﬁrmed opmi

3
.‘{\F» o

ind living thh her father.




age in_the males is quite rcmarkable. The
e.'xammatxon of Badaga and Kota males by myseTf




vancore Census chort, 1901, as :

3rahmans, who, at a very early age in | Mala .,
istory, were declared by society to have lost the origi
1 mamcal status. The offcnce was, it is sald, the

ith Kotipattans. They form a small comm
the state of social isolation into Wthh t




the same, and they have develo ‘
; ‘_ xes mto small, but perfectly dxstmct :

» ihé head of the swami (god) Thexr‘
he precmcts of the_mud enclosure.




$po uig of the 'useless mouths, AN to. healtﬁ
and policemen.  Until recent times, | housed Wlth}_; :
2 fort, were certain pra=clul slaves (Kottar smxths)

1s said that, durmg the days of oppression at <t ,
f Muhammadan and Poligar rulers, the KO ta




. al 'tsdaughter. The bridegroom goes in sﬁne* it
f»aqgl the bride’s relations and their respectnv«; K ‘
tl“k bride’s house.

." ‘hémam (sacrxﬁcnal ﬁre) s t,hen raised by the Qﬁ,
6 rihmdn pnest who blesses the tali (mamage"

to a female who takes her place She takes it
house, and’ tles it on the neck of the bnde,




~of the V algal river when they lived at Sezhuvaim.
'm'.* They clalm further that the ministers St’ﬁﬂ

mn ‘with the death ceremonies. The corpse_
men are placed in a bag, which is careful

: WS of census, by some Palhs in Coimb
“also emp}oyed as brxcklayers




rshlp Koil Adiyan (temple servant) 1
urned by some Baluas at times of cens_u

s of Kusavan (Malabar potters).
‘oyl.-_—The Koyis, Kois, or Koyas,




hey expected to find no variety whatever.
1 vocabulary of the Koyi language is given




v)ects of rldlcule The Kons have frequentlf.. ol
1at they could never lie down to rest w1thoutheé' '







ring Kois. The word Basava is commonly‘
ved from bhasha, a language, and the Gol'




i ter thh the formidable beast, which ran at h
ﬁerce]y, and attempted to knock him down. g5 i

this, bent his steps to the kmgs cou
claim, showing his tr

tE

tﬁ'f questir










'fiﬁake a kind of porridge, cfalled java. They
grow a little cotton, from which they make some

' - clo;h aud tobacco. The ippa tree is much

and fleshy. They eat them either dried in the
fried with aittle oil. Oil both for lights and for

: ”he cultivation of the Koyis has been
‘the simplest, most unprofitable kind




| dmary (or chalaka) pédu, and the hill (or konda)
£ The former consists in cultw.nmg certain recog

is a step towards civilisation, In February or
the jungle trees and bus}’les are cut down, ah_

fter sowing, but not at all in konda pe
s sown in June. Hill cholam and samai
: ee*f,_crops. The former is dibbled into.







