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CASTES A 0 TRIBES 

OF SOUTHERN I DIA. 
VOLUME IV. 

W&ORI (blanket).-An exogamous sept of Kuruba. 'U Koriannayya (fowl sept).-An exogamou' 
sept of Ban t. 

Korono.-Karnam, Mr. H. A. Stuart writes,- • in­
cludes both Karnan: propc,r, and also Korono, th 
accountant caste of Ganjam and Orissa. The following 
remarks relate solcl to the U riya Koronos. The word 
Korono is said to be derived from kirani, which means {l 
writer or clerk. The origin of the Koronos is uncertain. 
One writer says that they are .Kayasts of Northern India, 
who are of Kshatriya origin. Mr. R. C. Dutt says, i 
his Hi tory of Ancient India, that, ac rding to Manu, 
the Koronos belong to th Kshc triya V ratyas, wL do 
not perform the religious rites. And, in the Raghuvam a. 
the poet Kalidasa describes Koronos as the offspring of 
a Vai,sya and a Sudra WOMan, and he is supported by th 
lexic graphcr Amara Sinha. It is ,)aid that the ance tor' 
,f the Koronos w l' brought frorn ~ rthern India by 
ayatikesari, King ofOri a (447-526 A.D.), to suppI 

the want of wnters and clerks in certain parts of Oris a. 
The Kor011o_ are worshippers of Vi hnu. Their c rc­

onies are performed with the aid of Brahman prie. t5. 
The remarriage of vIdo, is not ptr lit ed. Tbey at 

• Madr Census l<epolt, 1891 • 
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1ish,andthe~eshofgoatsanddeer. The Uriya Koronos 
ob erve the gosha system, and carry it to such an ext nt 
that, after a girl attains puberty, she is not allowed to 
appear befor her elder brother. Their titles are Patnaik 
ilnd Mahan i." 

The heads of the Ganjam villages are, Mr. S. P. Rice 
informs llS, "called Korono, the doer, and Karji, the 
manager. ·1 hr. Korono. who is really only the account­
ant, but ~ ho, b) reason of his higher education, is 
generally the ultimate authority in the village, appropn­
at s to hims ~lf thf" title Potonaiko, as his caste distinction. 
The vord signifies the Naik or head of the town." It 
has been not d th<..t " in the Telugu districts, the Karnan l 
i usually a Brahman. Being in some respects the 
most intelligent, and the most unpopular man 111 the 

illage, he is both feared and hated. Murders of account­
ants, though infrequent, are not unknown." Of proverbs 
relating to K rnams, the following may be quoted:­

Even if a thousand pagodas are levied from a village. 
not ev .nacash will be levied from the Karnam (a pagoda 
is a O'old, and a c sh a copper coin). 

The Karnam is the cause of the Kapu's (cultivator 
cast) death. 

The hungry Karnam looks into his old accounts (to 
worry his creditors). 

The co-operation of the Karnam is as necessary as 
the a. les to the wheels of a cart. 

One Karnam to one village. 
A quiet Karnam is as little cared for as a tam. 

elephar t . 
If a Karnam trusts another, his end is near. 
H at enemy is his neighbour; if another Karnam is 

his superior; if the Kapl! bears ·complaints against him, 
a Rarnam c?nnot live on. 
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The Korono are divided into V'cltious sec ionc-, 
e.g., Si hta or Srishti, aisya, Majjula, and Matihansa. 
some of which wear the sacred thread. The Vaisyas 
are not allowed to marry their girls rtfter puberty. 
whereas the others may marry them before or after 
this event. A woman of the B~ndari caste is employed 
on the occasion of marriage and other ceremonies. 
to perform certain duties, for which her . ervices are 
indispensable. 

. I 
Korra (millet: Setaria ttalica).-All exogamous sept 

of Gudal . 
Korti.-An occupational name. derived from korto, a 

aw, of wood saw rers in Ganjam. 
Kosalya.-A sub-division of Mali, 'named after 

• Kosala, the modern Ouclh. 
Koshti.-Koshti or Koshta is the name of a weaving 

and cultivating caste of Chota Nagpur, a few member~ 
of ' which have settled in the Madras Presidency (see 
Risley. Tribes and Castes of Bengal). Ko hta is a1 0 

the name by which the Kha is of Conjeeveram call the 
Patnulkaran silk wea ers. 

o 

Kota.-According to Dr. Oppert *' "it seems prob-
able that the Todas and Kotas lived near each other 
before the settlement of the latter on th Nilagiri. Their 
dialects betray a great resemblance. According to a 
tradition of theirs (the Kotas), they lived ~ rmerIy on 

ollimallai, a mountain in Mysore. It is , wrong to 
connect the name of the Kotas with cow-slaying, and to 
derive it from t,he Sanskrit go- atya (cow-killer). The 
deri ation of th term Kota IS, as clearly inclicat d. from 
th'e Cauda-dravidian word ko (k ) mountain, I d the 
Kotas belong to the Ga.ndian ranch." There is a 

• Origmallnhabitanls of Bh ratll' rsn, r89, 
IV-I fl 
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tradition that the Kotas were formerly one with th 
Todas, with whom they tt!nded the herds of buffaloes in 
common. But, on one occasion, they were found to be 
eating the flesh of a buffalo which had died, and the 
Tad- s drove them out as being eaters of carrion. A 
native report before me sug-gest· that II it is probable 
that, after the migration of th~ at as to the hills, anthro­
pology was at work, and they got into them all admixture 
of Toda blood." 

The Kotas inhabit SC\ ell ,-ilJages (K6tagiri or k6kal), 
of which six-Kotagiri, Kil Kotagiri, Todanad, Sholiir, 
I cthi and Kunda-are on the Nilgiri plat au, and one is 
at Gudalur at the north-west base of these hills. They 
form compact communities, and, at Kotagiri, their village 
consists of detached huts, and rows of huts arranged in 
treets. The huts are built of mud, brick, or stone, 

roofed with thatch or tiles, and divided into living and 
sleeping apartments. The fioor is raised above the 
ground, and there is a verandah in front with a seat on 
each side whereon the Kat, loves to "take his siesta, and 
smoke his cheroot in the shade," or sleep off the effects 
of a drinking bout. The door-posts of som of the huts 
ar ornamented with carving executed by wood-carvers 
in th plains. A ~ w of the huts, and one of the forges 
at Kotagiri, have stone pillars s.culptured with fishes, 
I tuses, and floral embellishments by stone-carvers from 
the low country. It is noted by Dreeks * that Kurguli 
( "holur) is the oldest of the Kota villages, and that the 
Badagas believe that the Kotas of this village were made 
by the Todas. At Kurguli there is a temple of the same 
form as the Toda dairy, and this is said to be the only 
temple of the kind at any Kota village. 

• count of the l'rimithe Tribt'. and fonllments of the Nilgiris, 1873. 



• 

5 K T 

The Kotas speak a mixture of Tamil and Kan res, 
and sp ak Tamil without the foreign accent '\'hich is 
noticeable in the case of the Badaga' and Toclas. 
According to orthodox Kota views, a settl ment should 
consist of three streets or keris, in one of which the 
Terkaran or Dev<ldl, and in the other two the Munth ~ 

kannans or Pujaris Iiv. At Kotagin the three street· 
are named Kilkeri, t,adukeri, and Melkeri, or lower, 
central, and upper str ·et. People beloncring to the sam 
kcri may ~ot intermarry, as they are supposed to belong 
to the same family, ,LnU intermarriage would b distaste­
ful. The following examples of marriage betw '11 

members of different keris are recorded in my notes :-
Husha d. 

Kilk ·ri. 
KHkcri. 
Nadukcn. 
Mclkeri. 

Nadukeri. 

The Kota settlement at 

'adukcli. 

Me\k~ri. 

.1dkcri. 
J. adukeri. 

\\"re. 

First wife Kilkeri, econd iic 
:'Ildkcri. 

5lur is divided into ~ ur 
keris, viz. :-amreri, kikeri, korakeri, an.d akkeri, or ncar 
treet, lower street, other street, and that stre t, whi h 

re -olve themselves into wo exogamous groups. 01 
these, amreri and hkeri constitute one group, and 
korakcri and akkeri the other. 

On the day following my arrival at Kotagiri, 
deputation of Kotas waited n me, which induded 
'ery old man bearing a certificate appointing him head 

man of the community in recognition of his servic 
and good character. and a confirmed drunk' rd wit 1 a 
grog- lo",som nose, who ttributed the inordinate iz 
thereof to the acrid juice f a tr c, which he w 
e ling, dropping 01·t. The bese ting vic t the Kot s 

of I" otagiri i a partie lity for drink, and they conoreg e 
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together towards dusk in the arrack shop and beer 
tavern in the bazar, whence they stagger or are helped 
home in a state of noisy and turbulent intoxication. It 
has been said '* that the Kotas "actually court venereal 
disease, and a young man who 11as not suffered from 
this before he is of a certain age is looked upon as a 
disgrace." 

The Kotas are looked dmyo on as being unclean 
feeders, and eaters of carrion; a custom which is to 
them no more fdth), than that of eating game when it is 
high, or using the same tooth-brush week after week, is 
to a European. They have been described as a very 
carnivorous raef' , who ,t have a great craving for flesh, 
and will devour animal food of every kind without any 
·squeamish scruples as to how the animal came by its 
death. The carcase of a bullock which has died of 
disease, or the remains of a deer half devoured by a 
tiger, are equally acceptable to him." An unappetising 
sight, which may be witnessed on roads leading to a 
Kota village, is that of Kota carrying the flesh of 
a dead buffalo, often in an advanced stage of putridity, 
slung on a stick· across his shoulders, with the entrails · 
traiHng on the ground. Colonel. Ross King narrates t 
how he once saw a Kota carrying home a dead rat, thrown 
out of a stable a day or two previously. When I re­
peated this story to my Kota informant, he glared at me, 
and bluntly remarked in Tamil" The book tells lies." 
Despite its unfleasant nature, the carrion diet evidently 
agrees with the Kotas, who are a sturdy set of people, 
flourishing l it is said, most e~ceedingly when the hill 
cattle are dying of epidemic disease, and the supply of 
meat is consequently abundant. 

• Ind. Ant, lI, 1873. t Aborigiual T~lbes of the Nilgiri hills, 1870. 
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The mlsslonary Metz narrates that II some year 
a 0 the Kotas were anxious to keep buffaloe! , h t 
the headmen of the other tribes imm diately put th. ir: 
veto upon it, declaring that it was a great presumption 
on the part of such unclean creatures to wish to l'av" 
anything to do with the holy occupatlOn of f11ilking 
buffaloes. " 

The Kotas are blacksmiths, goldsmiths, silversmith, 
carpent rS, tanners, rope-makers, potters, washerm 11, 

and cultivatQrs. They are the musicians at T da and 
Badaga funerals. It is noted by Dr. W H. R Rivers 
that "in addition they provide for the fir t Toda 
funeral the cloak (pud-uli) in which thp. body i . wrapped, 
and grain ( atm or samai) to th amount of fiv to ten 
kwa. They give one or tw rupees towards the expens . , 
and, if they should have no grain, their contribution of 
money is increased. At the marvainolk dr (second 
funeral ceremon/) their contributions are mor exten­
sive. They provide th l)utkuli, together with a _ urn Dr 
e1ght a mas, for the decoratiun of the loak r the Toda 
women. They give tw to five rupees towards the 
general expenses, and provide th bow and arrow, 
basket (tek), knife (kafkati), and the sieve called kud h­
murn. The Kotas receive at each funeral the b dies 
of the slaughtered buffaloes, and are also usually given 
food." 

Though all cla. ses look down on the K tas, II: r 
agreed that th y circ xccIlent artisans, who!oie serv'c 
as smiths, rope and umbrella makers, tc., are indio pen­
sable to the ther hill tribes. The strong, durable rop I 

made out Qf buffalo hide, re much sO LIght a try 
Badagas' 'f r fastening their cattl. Thc I' tas . t 

• Trib 5 inhabitin he NCllgherry hllh. Uy a G mum Ii Ion I}. 

t The To( • l!Xlii • 
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Gudalur have the reputation of being excellent thatchers. 
The Todas claim that the Kotas are a class of arti ans 
sp cially brought up from the plains to work for them. 

1 ach Toda, Badaga, Irula, and Kurumba settlement has 
its Muttu Kota_', ~ 110 '~(lrk for the i1lhabitants thereof, 
and supply them with sundry articles, called muttu, in 
return for the carcasses of buffaloes and cattle. ney 
(clarified butter), grain, plantain, etc. The Kotas eat 
the flesh of the animals which they recei'T. alld sell the 
harm; to Labbai (Muhammadan) merchant. from the 

plains. Chakkiliyans (leather-workers) from the plains 
cnller.t the bones, and J'lIrt:hase the hides, which are 
a 19li y cured by the KOlas with chunam (lime) and 

flvaram (Cassia aurimlata) bark, and pegged out on 

t e ground to ur)'. 
The Kota blacksmiths make hatches, bill-hooks, 

I'Hives, and other implements for the various hill tribes, 
especially the Badagas. alld also for European planters. 
Within the memory of men still living, they used to 
work with iron ore brought up from the low country, 
but now depend on scrap iron, which they purchase 
locally in the ba . r. The most tlourishing smithy in the 
Kotagiri village is made of bricks of local manl1facture, 
Toofed with zinc heets, and fitted with anvil pincers, etc., 
of European manufacture. 

A agriculturists the Kotas are £aid to be quite on 
a par with the Badagas, and they raise on the land 
a( jacent to their villages crops of potatoes, bearded 
wheat (akki or rice ganji), barley (beer ganji), kirai 
(Amarantus), samai (Panicum 1nzl£are), korali (Setan~a 
italica), mustard, onions, etc. 

At the revenue settlement, 1885, the Kotas were 
treated in the arne \ ay as the Badagas and other tribes 
of the 'ilgiris, e, cept the Todas, and the lands ill their 
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occupation were assigned to them at rates varyinf:,· 
fmrn ten to twenty annas per acre. The bhurty or shi(t 
ing system of cultivation, under which the Kotas he~d 
their lands, was formally, but nominally, abolished lin 
1862-64; but it was practically and finally done away 
with at the revenue settlement of the Nilgiri plateau. 
The Kota lands are now held on puttas under. the 
ordinary ryotwari tenure. 

In former days, opium of good quality was cultivated 
by the Badagas, from WhOli11 the Kotas got poppy-heaus, 
which th~ir herbalists used for medicinal purposes. At 
the present time, the Kotas purchase opium in the bazar, 
and use it as an intoxicant. 

The Kota women have none of the fearlessness and 
friendliness of the T odas, and, on the approach of a 
European to their domain, bolt out of sight, like 
frighted rabbits in a warren, and hide within the inmost 
recesses of their huts. As a rule they are clad in 
filthily dirty clothes, all tattered and torn, and frequently 
not reaching as low as the knees. In addition to domes­
tic duties, the women have to do work in the fields, 
fetch water and collect firewood, witli loads of which, 
supported on the head by a pad of bracken fern (Ploris 
aquz'lina) leaves, and bill-hook slung on the shoulder, 
old and young women, girls and boys, may continually 
be seen returning to the Kotagiri village. The women 
also make baskets, and rude earthen pots from a black 
clay found in swamps on a potter's wheel. T his con 'ists 
of a disc made of dry mud, with an iron spike} by means 
of which it is made to revolve in a socket in a stope 
fixed in the spac in front of the houses, which also acts 
as a threshing-floor. The earthenware vessels used by 
he Todas for cooking purposes, and those used in 

clair' work, except those of the inner room of the ti 
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(sacred dairy), are said by Dr. Rivc~.rs to be made by 
he Kotas. 

The Kota priesthood is represented by two classes, 
Munthakannan or Pujari, and Terkaran or Devadi, of 
whom the former rank higher than the latter. There 
may be more thru1 twO Terkarans in a village, but the 
M unthakannans never exceed this Hum ber, and they 
should belong to different keris. These representatives 
of the pri~sthood must not be widowers, and, if they lose 
their wives while holding office, their appointment 
lapses. They may eat the fie h of buffaloes, but not 
drink their milk Cow's Hesb, but not its milk, is tabu. 
The K()la~ may not milk cows, or, under ordinary COll­
ditiolls, d rink the milk thereof in their own village, but 
are permitted to do so if it is given to them by a Pujari, 
or in a village other than their own. The duties of the 
M unthakannan include milking the cows of the village, 
service to the god, and participation in the seed-so~ing 
and reaping ceremonial. They must use fire obtained 
by fricdon, and should keep a fire constantly burning in 
a broken pot. In like manner, the Terkarans must not 
us matches, b t take fire from the house of the 
M unthakannan. The mem bers of the priesthood ar 
not allowed to work fOI others, but may do so on 
their own ,ccount in the fields or at the forge. T hey 
should avoid pollution, and may not attend a Toda 
or Badaga funeral, or approach the seclusion hut set 
apart for Kota women. ·When a vacancy in the office 
or Munthakannan occurs, the I otas of the village 
gath.er together, and seek the guidance of the Terkaran, 
who becomes inspired by t he deity, and announces 
the name of the successor. The selected individual 
has to be fed at the expense of the community for 
three months, during which time he may not speak 

• 
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to his wife or other woman direct, but only thr ugh 
the medium of a boy, who acts s his a si ant. 
Further, during this period of probation, he may n 
sleep on a mat or use a blanket, but must lie on the 
ground or on a plank, and use a dhupati (coarse cloth) 
as a covering. At the time of the annual temple 
festival, neither the Munthakanmins nor the Terkarans 
may live or hold communion with their wive for 
fear of I pollution, and they have to cook their food 
themselves. 

The seed-sowing ceremony is celebrated in the month 
of Kumbam (February-M-arch) on a Tuesday or Frid y. 
For eight days the Pujari a~stains from meat and lives 
on vegetable dietary, and may not communicate directly 
w'th his wife, a boy acting as spokesman. - On the 
Sunday before the ceremony, a number of cows ar 
penned in a kraal, and milked by the Pujari. The milk 
is preserved, and, if the omens are favourable, is said not 
to turn our. If it does, this is attributed to the Pujari 
being under pollution from some cause or other. On 
the day of the ceremony, th Pujari bathes in a stream, 
and proceeds, accompanied by a boy,' to a field or the 
forest. After worshipping the gods, h maJ-es a :mall 
seed-pan in the ground, and sows therein a small qu, ntity 
of ragi (Elus£ne Coracana). Meanwhile, the Kotas of 
the village go to the temple, and clean it. Thither th 
Pujari and the boy pr ceed, and the deilY is worshipped 
with offerings of cocoanuts, b tel, flowers, etc. Sometimes 
the Terkaran becom s inspired, and gives expression to 
oracular utterances. From the temple all go to the 
house of the Pujari, -ho gives them a small quantit)' of 
milk and food. Three months later, on an allspici u 
d y, h~ eaping of the crop is commenced with a very 

imi ar form of c rcmonia 1. 
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ring- lh s ed wing fe tival, 1\1r. Hal' "ness, 
writing in 832,. int .rms us, .1 0 ferings arc rna e in the 
tempI " and, OIl the day of the f~ll moon, after the whole 
ha vanaken or a feast, the blacksmith and tne gold and 
silv rsnllth, con tructing separately a forge and furnace 
\ "thin t l t mple, each makes something in the way of 
his avocation, th blac.ksmith a c opper or axe, the 

iI 'crsmith a ring or other kind of oman cnt." 
"Sum rude image," Dr. Shortt writes, t • of ",'ood 

r stonc, a rock or tree in a secluded locality, frequently 
t 

f, )rOl the Kota' object of worship, to which sacrificial 
f£ rings arc made; but the recognised place of ,'orship 

11 e: eh villagt' c n::,isls of a large square of ground, 
II d round \\. ith 100 e stones, three feet high, and con­

t 'ining in its c ntre two t pent-shaped , beds of thatch, 
pen before lld b hind, and on the posts (of stone) that 
U)p rt them some rude circle and other figures are 
ra n. 1. 0 image of any sort is isiblc here." These 
he I which at V tagiri are a very short distance apart, 

.are d die a ed to Siva and his con ort Parvati und r the 
nam - of K~imataraya and Kalikai. Though no repre­

ntation thereof "is xhibited in the temples at ordinary 
times, their spirit. are beJieved to p rvade the buildings, 

at the annual c remony they are represented 
two thin ,Plates of silver, which arc attached to 

he \lpright posts of the t mples, The stones surround­
th tel pIes at Kotagiri are scratched with various 

uamt ( i .• and lin s for th games of kote an.d huli­
e. The Yo a g I >va. told, to the temple once .. 
1l h. at full moon, and ;vorship the gods. Their 

,ty, d klcd 0 "iitll tar.i) Id oue 





that Yamatara. ra created th ~ Ko a!3~ 
al d Kurumbas, but not the Iru as. II Tradition sa' 
J K;"mataraya that, perspiring profusely, he ·wiped 

fi om his forehead thr c drops of perspiration, and out 9f 
t "'m formed tbe three most ancient of the hill trib s­

the · 'fodas, Kurumbas, alld Kotas. The Todas were 
told to live principally upon milk, the Kurumb'" w r 

permitted to eat the flesh of buffalo calves, and the T -ota...s 
were allowed' perfect liberty in the choice of ~ od, bem 
informed that they might eat carrion jf they could get 
nothing bettC'z:." According ~o another version of thl 
1 gcnd given by Dr. Rivers, Kamataraya " gave to ach 
peo Ie a. pot. In the Toda pot was calf-fles ,and 0 th 
T das eat the flesh of calves at the erl-ump thplmi 
Cl remony; the Kurumba pot contained the Be'h of '1 

maJe buffalo, so this is eaten by the Kurumbas. The pOL 

of the Kotas contained the flesh of a cow-buffalo, wh c 
m y, therefore, be eaten by this people." 

In addition to Kamataraya and Mangkali, the Ko' . 
at Gftda'it'lr, which is near the Malabar frontier, ·orship 
Tettakaraswami, Adiral and Ud i ral, ana ob ~rv t 

Malabar Gnam festival. The Kotas worship furt ber 
Magali, to whose influence outbreaks of cholera. ar 
attributed, and Mariamm , who is held respon,>ible for 

111 all pox. When cholera breaks out among the Kota 
community, special sacrifices are perft rmed with a vi w 
t r)l'opitiating the wrath of the g dde s. Magali i. 

" csent d by an upright stone in a rude temple t a 
little di~·tance from Kotagiri, \ -here an annual ccrcmo 1 

, ta' cs 1 lace, at which some man becomes poss _ s J, and 
n ounces t th people th t MagAli ha em. T~e 

PuY ri oil el lp plalltain~ ud ocoanuts, and acrifi(..'es 
"an fuwl'. ,,'Iy informant wa , or preten led to be 

0g orl:Lnt of the followiI g legend d.::d bj Brepks as 
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to h origIn of the worship of the smallpox goddess. 
"A virulent disease carried off a number of Kotas of 
Peranganoda, and the village was abandoned by the 
survivors. ' A Badaga named M unda. J ogi, who was 
brincring his tools to the Kvlagiri tv be sharpened, saw 

b ~ c 

near a tree something in the form of a tiger, which ~pokc 
to him, and told him to summon the ,'un-away Kotas. He 
obeyed, vhereupon the tiger form addressed the Kotas 
in an unknown tongue, and vanished. For some time, 
the purport of this communication remained a mystery. 
At last, however, a Kota came fon~,'ard to interpret, and 
declared thZli. lbe god ordered the Kntas to return to the 
vi Jage on pain of a recurrence of the pestilence. The 
command was obeyed, and a Swami house (shrine) was · 
built on the spot where the form appeared to the Badaga 
(who doubtless felt keenly the inconvenience of having 
no Kotas at hand to sharpen his t\.)ols)." The Kotas are 
not allowed to approach T ocla or Baclaga temples. 

It was noted by Lieutenant R. F. Burton lit that, in 
some hamlets, the Kotas have set up curiously carved 
stones, hich hey consider sacred, and attribute to them 
th power 01 c~ring diseases, if the member affected be 
only rubbed against the talisman. 

A great annual festival is held in honour of Kama­
taraya with the ostensible object of propitiating him with 
a view to his giving the Kotas an abundant harvest and 
general prosperity. The feast commences on the first 
Monday after the Jan uary new moon, and lasts over 
many days, which are observed as a general holiday. 
The festival is said to be a continuous scene of licentious­
ness and debauchery, much ind cent dancing taking place 
between m n and women. Ar:cording to ' Met;>:, t the 

• Goa and (he Blue ~lCUllt:lins. {SSt. 
t Tribes inhnbitm1I the Neilgherry hills. BY:l GerlnAn Missionary. 
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f men among he Badagas must attend, otherwise 
eii' absence would be regarded as a breach f friendship 

etiquette, and the Kotas would avenge themselve' 
refusing to make ploughs or earthen vessels for the 

I adagas. The programme, when the festival is carri d 
out in full detail, is, as far as I have been able to gather, 
as follows :-

irst day. A fire is kindled by one of the priests in 
the temple, and carried to the Nadukeri section of the 
village, where it is kept burning throughout the festival. 
. round the fire men, women, aIlolesccnt boys and girls, 

Ie to the weird music of the Kota band, whose instru­
:e'lts consist of clarionet, drum, tambourine, brass horn, 

and flute (buguri). 
Second day 1 
Third day ! . 
F~ d} Dance at mght. 

ourth ay . 
Fifth day J 
Sixth day. The villagers go to the jungle and 

colI ct bamboos and rattans, with which to re-roof the 
temple. Dance at night. 

The seventh day is busily spent in re-roofinp' and 
decorating the temples, and it is said to be essential 
tha the work should be concluded before nightfall. 
Dance at night. 

Eighth day. In the morning the Kot~ go to 
Badaga villages, and cadge for presents of grain and 
ghi ( larified butt r), which they subscquendy co k, 
place in front of the temple as an offedng 40 the go I, 
aJ.1d. after the priests have eaten, par .J.ke of, scated 
rou d the temple. 

Ninth day. Kota I Todas, Badagas, Kurumba, 
Trulas, ano I Hindus' come to the Kota illage, where 
n ·laborate nautch is perform d, in wh ch en arc the 
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principal actors, dressed up in gaudy attire consisting 
f skirt, petticoat, trousers, turban and scarves, and 

freely decorated with jewelry, which is either their own 
propert·, or borrowed from Badagas for the occasion. 
\Vome.n merely dressed in clean cluths also take part in 

dance called kumi, which consists of a walk round to 
time beaten with the hands. 1 was llresent at a pn ate 
performance of the male nautch, which was as dreary 
as such etitertainments usually are, but it lacked the go 
which is doubtless put into it when it is performed under 
natural conditions away from the restraining influence 
of the EUrGPCcdlJ. The nautch is apparently repeated 
daily until the conclusion of the festival. 

Eleventh and twelfth days. A burlesque represent­
ation of a Toda funeral is given, at which the part of the 
sacrificial buffalo('s is pIa) ed by men with buffalo horns 
fixed on the head, and body covered with a black cloth. 

At tbe close of the festival, the Kota priests and 
lead ing members of the community go out hunting wlth 
bm s and arrows, leaving the village at I A.M., and 
ret urning at 3 .\1. They are said to have formerly shot 
, bison ' (Bos gam'us) at this nocturnal expedition, but 
\ hat takes place at the present day is sa.id to be unknown 
to the villagers, who are forbidden to leave their houses 
during the absence of the h unting party. On their 
return to the village, a fire is lighted by frict ion. Into 
the fire a piece of iron is put by one of the priests, 
made red hot with the assistance of t he bellows, and 
hammered. T he priests then offer up a parting prayer 
to the god, ana the fest ival is at an end. 

The following is a translat ion of a description by Dr. 
Emil Schmidt !If of the dancing at the Kota annual 

.. Reise nach SUd.lndien, 1894. 
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festival, at which he had the good 
as an eye-witness :-

KOTA 

/I During my stay at Kotagiri the Kotas were cele­
brating the big festi\'al in honour of their chief (fod. 
The feast lasted over twelve days, during which homage 
was offered to the god every evenjng, and a dance 
performed round a fire kept burning near the temple 
throughout the feast. On the last evening but one, 

\\. 
females, as well as males, took part in the dance. As 
darkness set in, the !>hrill music, which penetrated to 
my hotel, attracted me to the 1-ota village. At the e:nd 
of the street, which adjoins the back of the temple, a 
big fire was kept up by continually putting on arge 
long bundles of brushwood. On one side of the firc, 
close to the flames, stood the musicians with their 
musical instruments, two hand-drums, a tambourine, 
beaten by blows on the back, a brass cymbal beaten 
with a stick, and two pipes resembling oboes. Over 
and ov:er again the same monotonous tune was repeated 
by the two latter in quick four-eigh time to the accom­
paniment of the other instruments. On my arrival, 
about forty male Kotas, young and 01 ,were dancing 
round the fire, describing a semicircle, first to one siae, 
then the other, rai ing the hands, bending the knees, 
and executing fantastic steps with the feet. The cntir 
circle moved thus slowly forwards, one or th-:: other from 
time to time giving vent to a shout that sounded like 
Ilau ! and, at the conclusion of the dance. there was c 

general shout all round. Around the circle, partly on 
tile piles of stone ncar the temple, were seated a number 
of Kutas of both sex~s. A number of Badagas of good 
position, who had been sp >cially invited to the feast, sat 
t'ound a smati fire on a raised place, which buts on the 
ba.ck wall of the temple. The ua lee o'licr, the circlo: of 

IV-2 
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dan ers b 'oke ltp. The drummers held their instru­
ments, rendered damp and lax by the moist evening 
breeze, so close to the flames that I thought they would 
get burnt. Soon the music began again to a new tune; 
first the oboes, and then, as soon as they had got into 
the proper swing, the other instruments. The melody 
was not the same as before, but its two movements were 
I' peated without intercession or change. In this dance 
females, as well as males, took rart, grouped in a semi­
circle, while the men completed the circle. 'he men 
danced bOIsterously and irregularly. Moving slowly 
~ rwards with the entire circle, each danc~r turned right 
rou d from right to left and from· left to right, so th~t. 
after ev ry turn, they were facing the fire. The women 
d need with more precIsion and more artistically than 
the men. When they set out on the dance, they first 
bowed themselves before the fire, and then made left 
and riO'ht half turns with artistic regular steps. Their 
countenances expressed a mixture of pleasure and 
em barrassment. None of the dancers wore any special 
costume, but tl,l e women, who were nearly all old and 
u(rly, had, for the most part, a quantity of ornaments in 
the ears and nose and on the neck, arms and legs: In. 
the third dance, played once more in four-eight time., 
only females took part. I t was the most artistic of 
all, and the slow movements had evidently been well 
rehearsed beforehand. The various figures cCl1sisted of 
teppinO' radially to and fro, turning, stepping forwards 

and backwards, "'te., with measured seriousness and 
solemn dignity. It was fo the women, who, at other 
times, get very little enjoym.ent, the most important and 
happiest day in the whole y ar." 

In connection with Ko a ceremonials, Dr. Rivers 
notes that II once a year there is a definite ceremony, 
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in which the Todas go to the Vota village with 
they are connected, taking an offering of clarified butter, 
and receiving in return .an offering of grain from the 
Kotas. I only obtained an account of this ceremony as 
performed between the people of Kars and the Kota 
village of Tizgudr, and I do not know whether the 
details would be the same in other cases. In the Kars 
ceremony, the Todas go on the appointed day to the 
Kota village, headed by a man carrying the clarified 
butter. Ou.tside the viPageJ they are met by two Kota 
priests whom the Todas call teupuli, who bring with 
them a dairy vessel of the kind the Todas call mu, 
which is filled with patm grain. Other Kotas follow with 
music. All stand outside the village, and one of the 
Kotas puts ten measures (kwa) of patm into the pocket 
of the cloak of the leading Toda, and the teupuli give 
the mu filled with the same grain. The teupuli then go 
to their temple and return, each bringing a mu, and the 
clarified butter brought by the Todas is divided into two 
equal parts, and half is poured into each mu. The 
leading Toda then takes some of the bUtter, and rubs it 
on the heads of the two Kota priests, who prostrate 
themselves, one at each foot of the Toda, and the Toda: 
prays as follows ;-

May it be well; Kotas two, may it be well; fields 
flourish may; rain may; buffalo milk may i disease 
may. 

II The Todas then give the two mu containing 
darified butter to the Kota priests, and he and 
companions return hqrnc. This ceremony is ob\in.,J\.l~'.W::!2'I 
one in which" the Todas are believed to pl'(>mote~:~ 
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concerned. The chie( annual ceremony of the Kotas 
i held about January in honour of the Kota god 
Kambataraya. In order tha.t this ceremony may take 
place, it is essential that there should be a palol (dairy 
man) at the kwodrdoni ti, and at the present time 
it is only occupied every year shortly before and during 
the cer mOil). The palol gives clarified butter to the 
KOlas, wh!ch should Le rnade from the milk of the 
arsaiir, the buffaloes of the ti. Some Kotas of Kotagiri 
wncmI inten'iewed claimeu that these buffaloes belonged 
to them, and that something was done by the palo! at 
!.Ii kwbdlUUlJj ti in connection with the Kambataraya ' 
ceremony, but they could not, or would not, tell me what 
. " 1 was. 

In making fire by friction (nejkol). the Kotas employ 
three forms of apparatus :-( I) a vertical stick, and 
horizontal stick with sockets and grooves, both made of 
twigs of R hodom)/}'tus tommtostts; (2) a small piece 
of thl~ root of SaHx tctraspe1'ma is splIced into a stick, 
which is rotated in a socket in a piece of the root of the 
Same trCf!; (3) a small piece of the root of this tree, 
made tapering at each end with a knife or fragment 
of bottle glass, is firmly fixed in the wooden handle of a 
drill. A shallow cavity and groove are made in a block 
of the sam .... wood, and a few crystalline particles from 
the ground arc dropped into the cavity. The block is 

1lt:iua<:ea on several layers of cotton cloth, on which chips 
;';"t1,h1ll100lcl, broken up small by crushing them in the palm 

hand,' are piled .up round the block in the vicinity 
,grove. The handle is, by means of a half 

shell, pressed firmly down, and twisted between 
:)r rotated by means of a cord. The 
particles, falling on to the chips, ignite 



2 1 lC.OTA 

111 a report by Lieutenant E vans, written iJ J 820 it 
is stated that "the marriages of this caste (the Kothe­
wars) remind one of what is called bundlillg' in Wales. 
T he bride and bridegroom being together fo r the night, 
in the morning the bride is questioned by her relatives 
whether she is pleased with her husband-elect. If she 
answers in the affirmative, it is a marriage; if not, the 
bridegroom is immediately discha.rged, and the lady does 
not suffer ill reputation if she thus discards half a dozen 
suitot·s." The recital of this account, translated into 
Tamil, raiseq a smile on the, face of my Kota informant, 
who volunteered the following information relating to 
the betrothai and marriage ceremonie::> at the present 
day. Girls as a rule marry when they are from twelve 
to s!xteen years old, between which years they reach 
the age of puberty. A wife is selected for a lad by his 
parents, subject to the consent of the girl's parents i or, if 
a lad has no near relatives, the selection is made for him 
by thc villagers. Betrothal takes place when the girl is 
a child (eight to tCll). The boy gees, accompanied by 
his father and mother, to the house where the girl live , 
prostrates himself at the feet of her parents, and, if lie is 
accepted, presents his future father-in-law with a four­
anna piece, which is understood to represent a larger 
sum, and seals the contract. According to Bteeks, the 
boy also makes a present of a birianhana of gold, and the 
betrothal ceremony is called balimeddeni (bali, bracelet, 
meddcni, I have made). Both betrothal and mardage 
cf:remonies take place on Tuesday, Wetlnesday, or 
Friday, which are regarded as auspicious days. The 
ceremonial in connection with marriage is of a 
simple nature., The bridegroom, accompanied by 
relatives, attends a feast at the house of the bride, 
the wedding day is fixed. On he appointed 



l>ridcgroom pays a dowry, ranging from ten to fifty 
rupees, to the bride's father, and takes the ~jr1 to his 
house, where the wedding guests, who have accompanied 
th(~mJ are feasted. The Kotas as a rule have only one 
wife, and polyalldry is unkno,,·n among them. But 
poly0'amy is sometimes practiced. My informant, for 
e;<amp1e, had two wives, of whom the first had only 
pres nled him \\;ith a daug-hter, and, as he was anxious 
o hayc a son, he had taken to himself a second wife. • 
If a woman bears no children, her husband may marry 
a second, or even a third wife; and, if they can get on 
together without fighting, all the wives ma) live under 
die same roof. 

Divorce may, I was told, be obtained for incompati­
bility of temper, dru:-lkenness, or immorality; and a mall 

can get rid of his wife I if she is of no use to him " £.e., 
if she does not feed him \VeIl, OJ' assist him in the culti­
"Iltion of his land. Divorce is decided by a panchayat 
(council) of representative villagers, and judgment given, 
afte'r the evidence has been taken, by an elder of 
the community. Cases of theft, assault, or other mild 
offence, are also ettled by a panchayat, and, in the 
event of a case arising which cannot be settled by the 
members of council representing a single village, dele­
gates from all the Kota villages meet together. If 
tlien a decision cannot be arrived at, recourse is had 
to the district court, of which the Kotas steer clear 
if possible.- At a big panchayat the headman (Pittakar) 
bf the Y otas gives the dedsion, referring, if necessary, 

'sensible member' of the council for a second 

.•.• ,a.,,,,,.. a married woman is known to be pregnant 
first child, her husband allows the hair on the 
face to grow long, and leaves the finger nails 
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uncut. On the birth of the child, be is 
nti] he see the nc.xt crescent moon, and should -~'~'~""." 

his own food and remain at home. t the time 
delivery a woman is removed to a hut (a permanent 
structure), which is divided into two rooms called dodda 
(big) telullu and cdc (the 0 her) telullu, which serve 
as a lying-in chamber and as a retreat for women at 
their menstrual periods. The dodda telullu is exclu­
sively used for confinements. Menstruating women may 
occupy either room, if the docida telullu is not occupied 
for the former purpose. They remain in seclusion 
for three da}·s. and then pal s another day in the raised 
verandah of the house, or two d ys if the husband is 
a Pujari. A woman. after her first confinement, lives 
for three months in the dodda te1ullu. and, on 
sub equent occasions, until the appearance of the 
crescent moon. She is attended during her confine­
ment and stay in the hut by an elderly 1" ota woman. 
The actual confinement taKes place outside the hut, 
and, after the child is born, the WOI:1un is bathed, and 
taken inside. Her husband brings five leafy twigs of 
five different thorny plants, and places them separately 
in a row in front of the telullu. \\lith each twig a 
stick of Dodontea vi cosa, set alight with fire made 
friction, must be placed. The woman, carrying the 
.has to enter the hut by walking backwards 
the thorny twigs. 

A common name for females at Kotagiri is .4'~II;IMIi.: 

one of the synonyms of the goddess Kalikai, and. at 

village, the first male chilJ is alway called 
l~amCl.~r .. ya). At Sholiir and Gudaliir this 

avoided, as the name of the god snC)WfI 

"~~,_.,.,_,,,,,. b ' rtaI man. As exarpples of 
be cited. 



Head. 
Slit n05(;. 

Burnt-legged. 

Monkey. 
Dung or rubbish. 

De: r. 
Tobacco. 
Hunchlta(.k. 

Crookcd-btJdlt~d. 

Long-stndini!. 

Dwarf. 

Opium I;:l\ter. 
Irr; ta.ble. 
Dad-eyed. 
Curly-huir(;d. 

Cat-eyed. 

Left-handed, 
. 'tone. 

SI ,nnll!t::rer. 

Short. 
KI1t't. 

ChanJ..-l·juWt:l. 

Cillnaman. 

The nickname Chinaman ""as due tl) the resemblancr. 
fa Kota to thL Chinese, of whom a small colony has 

squatted on the slopes of the hills bet\\ een Naduvatam 
and GudalUr. 

A few days after my arrival at Kotagiri, the dismal 
sound of mourning, to the weird strains of the Kota 

band, announced that death reigned in the Kota village. 
The dead man was a venerable carpenter, of high 

n in the community. S0011 after daybreak, a 
1'W' ..... '"'~a. .... umcllt of villagers hastened to convey the tidings 

the death to the Kotas of the neighbouring villages, 
arrived on the scene later in the day in Indian file, 
in front and wome!1 in the rear. As they drew ncar 

place .of mourning, they all, of one accord, com-

Jn~~:ed the orthodox manifestations of grief, and were 
by a deputation of villagers accompanied by the 

Meanwhile a red flag, tied to the top of a bamboo 
was hoisted as a signal of death in the village, and 

had gone;; off to a glade, some two miles d.· .... _ ••.• ,:.,.,~ 

woOd for the construction of the funeral 
completed, 
feet in 



red and yellow cloth, and a.n upper canopy of white clotli 
trimmed with red, surmounted by a hlack umbrella of 
European manufacture, decorated with red ribbands. 
Th(, car was profusely adorned with red flags and long 
white streamers, and with young plantain trees at the 
base. Tied to the car were a calabash and a belt 
During the construction of the car the corpse remained 
within the house of the deceased man, outside which the 

\ 

villagers co'ntinued mo Jrtling to the dirge-like music of 
the band, which' plays " 0 prominent a part at the death 
ceremonies. of both Toda and Kotas. On the comple­
lion of the car. late in the aftcrnod,l, it was deposit~cl in 
front 'of the house. The corpse, dressed up in a colou red 
turban and gaudy coat, with a garland of flowers round 
the neck, and two rupees, a half-rupee, and sovereign 
gummed on to the forehead, was brought from within 
the house. lying face upwards on a cot, and placed 
beneath the lowest canopy of the car. Ncar the head 
were placed iron implements and a bag of rice, at the 
feet a bag of tobacco, and beneath the cot ba",kets of 
grain, rice, cakes, etc. The corpse was covered with 
cloths offered to it as presents, and before it those Kotas 
who were younger than the dead man prostrated them­
selves, while those who were older touched the head of 
the corpse and bowed to it. Around the car the male 
members of the community executed a wild <.:tpn_n 

keeping time with the music in the execution of 
fant.astic movements of the arms and leg~. During 
long hours of the night mourning was kept up to 

almost incessant music of the band, and the early 
discuvered many of ,the villagers in an advanced 
of intoxication. Throughout the morning, dancing 
the car was continued by men, sober and .. ' .......... ,""'" 
with brief intervals of rest, and a }' - '~-'no. ' .. """a 



la.ughtel'ed as d. matter of routine form, with no special 
ceremonial, in a pen outside the village, by blows or~ 

the back and neck administered with the keen edge of 
,an adze. Towards midday presents of rice from the 
relatives of the dead man arrived on the back of a pony, 
which vas paraded round the car. From a vessel con­
taining rice and rice water, water was crammed into the 
mouths of the near relatives. some of the water poured 
over their heads, and the ::emainder offered to the corpse . . 
.At intervals a musket, charged with gunpowder, which 
proved later on a dangerous weapon in the hands of an 
intoxicated Kota, Wrt<; let off, and thc bell on the car 
Tun. About 2 P.M., t.be time aUllounced for the 
funeral, the cot bearing the corpse. from the forehead 
of which the coins had been removed, was carried to 
a spot outside the village called the thavachivadam, 
followed by the widow and a throng of Kotas of both 
sexes, young and old. The cot ",as then set down, and, 
seated at some dista.nce from it, the women continued 
to mourn until the funeral procession was out of sight, 
those who could not cry spontaneously mimicking the 
cxpres ion of woe by contortion of ·the grief muscles. 
The most poignant sorrow was displayed by a man 
in a state of extreme intoxication, who sat apart by 
himself, howling aj)d sobbing, and wound up by creating 
considerable disturbance at the burning-ground. Three 
young bulls were brought from the village, and led 
round the corpse. Of these, two were permitted to 
$Cape for the time being, while a vain attempt, which 

have excited the derision of the expert Toda 
was made by three men, hanging on to 

bead and tail, to steer the third bull up to the head 
the animal, however, proving refractory, 

IM:Qf~lIleQ discreet to put an end to ' existence by 
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(I blow on the poll with the butt-ell of at adze, at orne 
distance from the corpse, which iva. carried up to it, at 

ma e to salute the dead beast's head with the ri ht 
11' nd, in feeble imitation of the imprcs:;ive T ,cla cere­
monial. Tl~e carcase of the bull was slIt d by a ~ 
of the Kota men, and subsequently carried off by Pariahs. 
Supported by female!', the exhausted widow of the dead 
man was dragged up to the corpse, and, lying bac' 
beside it, llad to <;ubmit to the ordeal of removal of all 
h r jeweIJery, the heavy brass bangle being hclmmer d 
off the wrjs~, supported n, a wooden roner, by oft­
repeated blows with mallet and chisel deliver d by a 
village blacksmith assisted l:y a be so ten individual 
noted as a consumer of twelvt grains of opium daily. 
The ornaments, as removed, were collected in a baske I 

to be worn again by the wido\-\" . fter several months. 
This revolting ceremony concluded and a last salutati n 
given by the wid 0\\: to her dead husband, arches of 
bamboo were attached to the cot, which was covered 
over \\'ith a coloured table-cloth hiding the corpse from 
sight. A procession was then forme , c mposed of he 
corpse on the cot~ preceded by the car "nd mu::.icia.nsJ 

and followed by ma.le ,.. otas and Badagas, Kota women 
carrying the baskets f grain, cakes, etc., aves el 
containing fire, and burning camphor. Quickly the 
procpssion marched to th burning-ground beyond t lC 

bazar, situated in a vaney by the side of a stream nll 
ning through a glade in a dense u'ndergro ;vth ofbrn.dre 
fern and trailing p' 'ion-nower. On arrival a t1 e 
elected spot, a number of gile r otas s ~'arllled up the 

s des of th car, and stripped it f its a lomment 
including the umbrella, nd' free fi ht for tl e po sessio 
of h cloth and flag en ued. The den Hied car was 

la\,;cd over he corpse, \\hicli. pl'ived of 
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aluablc ornaments and still lying on the cot, had been 
mcan\ hile placed, amid a noisy scene of brawling, on the 
rapidly constructed funeral pyre. Around the car faggots 
of wood, supplied in lieu of wreaths by different families 
in the dead man's village as a tribute of respect, were 
piled up, and the pyre was lighted with torches kindled 
at a fire which was burning on the ground close by. As 
soon as the pyre was in a blaze, tobacco, cigars, cloths, 
and grain were distributed among those present, and 
the iunerai pany dispersed, leaving ji few men behind 
in charr-e of the burning corpse, and peace reigncd oncc 
more in the Kota village. A few days later, the funeral 
of an elderly wvman look pldcc with a vcry similar 
ceremonial But, suspended from the handle ~f the 
umbrella on the top of the car, wa' a rag doll, which in 
appearance resembled an Aunt Sally. I was told that, 
(In thc day following the funeral, the smouldering ashes 
are extinguished with water, and the ashes, collected 
together, and buried in a pit, the situation of which 
is marked by a heap of ~tolles. A piece of the skull, 
wrapp d in bracken fronds, is placed between two fr '~ 

ments of an earthen pot. and deposited in the crev I 
of a rock or in a chink in a stone wall. 

The Kotas celebrate annually a second funeral cere­
mony ill" imitation of the Todas. For eight da}s before 
the day <Lppointed for its observance, a dance takes place 

from of the houses of those' Kotas whose memorial . . 
ar to be c .lebratcd, and three days before they 

performed invitations are issued to the different Kota 
On a Sunday night, fire is lighted by friction, 

the time is si)ent in dancing. (:)1 the following 
relatives of the departed w' I to perform 

~~:mony purify the open ace f nt f their 
cow-dung. They ring 
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of paddy (unhusked rice), which are saluted and set down 
on the c1ea~ed space. The Pujari and the rest 'of the 
community, in like manner, salute the paddy, which is 
taken inside the house. On the Monday, cots corre­
sponding in number to that of the deceased whose dry 
funeral i be1l1g held, are taken to the thavachivadam, 
and the fragments of skulls are la'd thereon. Buffaloes 
(one or more for each skull) are killed, and a cow is 
brought n~~r the cots, and, after a piece of skull has been 
placed on its horns, sacrificed. A dance takes place 
around the· cots, which ar removed to the burning­
ground, and set on firp, The Kotas spend the night 
near the thavachivadam. On the following day a feast is 
held, and they return to their homes towards evening, 
those who have performed the ceremony breaking a 
small pot full of water in front of their houses. 

Like the Todas, the Kotas indulge in trials of strength 
with heavy spherical stones, which they raise, or attempt 
to rai,se, from the ground to the shoulders, and in a game 
resembling tip-cat. In another game, SIdes are chosen, 

. of about ten on each side. One side takes shots with a 
ball made of cloth at a brick propped up against a wall, 
near which the other side stands. Each man is allowed 
three shots at the brick. If it is hit and fall. over, one 
of the lout-side' picks up the ball, and throws it at the 
other side, who run away, and try to avoid being hit. 
I f the ball touches one of them, the side is put Out, and 
the other side goes in. A game, called hulikote, which 
bears a resemblance to the English child's game of 
and geese, is played on a stone chiselled with lines, whi(:mm 
forms a rude game-board. In 011t" form of the game, 
tigers and twenty-five buns, and in another three 

bulls engage, and the object is for the 

the Kotas expres.s 14 kill an"~'~~f'~'.t~ 
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a 'further game, called kote, a labyrinthiform pattern, or 
maze, is chiseilcd on a stone, to get to the centre 'of which 
is the problem. 

The following notes are taken from my case-book :-
Man-Blacksmith and carpenter. Silver bangle on 

right wrist; two silver rings on right little finger i silver 
ring on each first toe. Gold ear-rings. Languti (cloth) 
tied to silver chain round loins. 

Mal.I-Light blue eyes, inherited from his mother. 
His children have eyes of the same colour. Lobes of 
ears pendulous from heavy gold ear-rings set with pearls. 
Another man with light blue eyes was noticed by me. 

Mall-Branded with cicatrix of a burn made with a 
Durning cloth across lower end of back of forearm. This 
is a distinguishing mark of the Kotas, and is made on 
boys when they are more than eight years old. 

Voma I-Divorced for being a confirmed opium­
eater, and living with her father. 

\Voman-Dirty cotton cloth, with blue and red 
stripes, covering body and reaching below the knees. 

oman-Two glass bead necklets, and,bead necklet 
ornamented with silver rings. Four brass rings, and one 

ring on left forearm. Two massive brass bangiC'S, 
ing two pounds each, and separated by cloth _ 

, on right wrist. Brass bangle with brass and steel 
and shell bangle on left wrist. Two steel rings, 

one copper ring on right ring-finger i brass rings 
left first, ring, and little fingers. Two brass rings on 
toe of each foot. Tattooed lines uniting eyebrows. 

IIflvattoc)cd on outer side of both upper arms with rings, 
and lines i rows of dots on back of right forearm; 

oack of each wrist; rows of dots on left 'ankle. 
T odas, the tattooed devices 

WU'I1u::u in the UU:UUiii». 



Woman-Glass nccklet ornamented with 
shelfs, and charm pendant from it, consisting of a fragme 
of the root of some tree rolled up in a ball of cloth. She 

l put it on when her baby was quite young, to protect it 
against devils. The baby had a similar charm round its 
neck. 

In the course of his investigation of the 1'0das, 
Dr. Rivers found that of 320 males 4I or 8 per cent. and 
of 183 fcntales only two or J' I per cent. were typical 
examples of red-green colour-blindness. The percent­
age in the .males is quite tremarkable. The I'esult of 
examination of Badaga and Kota males by myself with 
Holmgren's wools was that red-green colour-blindness 
was found to be present in 6 out of 246 Badagas, or 2'5 
per cent. and there was no suspicion of such colour­
blindness in 12 T Kotas. 

Kota (a fort).-A sub-division of Balija, and an 
exogamous sept of Padma Sale. The equivalent KOtala 
occur~ as an exogamous sept of BOya. There are, in My­
sore, a few Kotas, who are said to be immigrants from 
South Canara, and to be confined to the Kadur district. 
According to a current legend, they were originally 
of the Kota community, but their ancestors committed 
perjury in a land-case, and were cursed to lose their rank 
as Brahmans for seven hundred years. ;1!- KOta is also the 
name of a section of Brahmans. 

Kotari.-A class of domestic servants in 
Canara, who claim to be an independent caste, 
some regard them as a sub-caste of Bant. t 

Kotegara or Koteyava.-See Scrvegara. 
Koti (monkey).-,;-The name for Koravas, who 

about the country exhibiting monkeys. 
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Kotippattan.-The Kotippatans are described, in 
the Travancore Census Report, 190J, as It a class of 
Tamil Brahmans, who, at a very early age in Malabar 
history, were declared by society to have lost the original 
Brflhmanical statue;. The offence was, it is said, their 
having taken to the cultivation of the betel-vine as their 
chief occupation. T he ordinances of caste had prescribed 
other duties for the Brahmans, and it is not unlikely that 
Sankaracharya, to whose curse the present position of the 
I otippattan is traced, disapproved of the change. Tn 
general appearance as regards thread, position of hair­
tuft, and dress of men as well as women, and in ceremo­
nials, the Kotippattans cannot be easily distinguished 
from the Brahman class. Sad instances have occurred of 
BrJthm:li1 girls having been decoyed into matrimonial 
alliances with Kotipattans. They form a small commu­
nity, and the state of social isolation into which they 
have been thrown has greatly checked their increase, 
as in the case of many other Malabar castes. Their 
priests are at present Tamil Brahmans. They do not 
study the Vedas, and the Gayatri hymn is recited with 
the first syllable known as the pranavam. In the 
matter of funeral ceremonies, a Kotippattan is treated 
as a person excommunicated. The cremation is a mere 
mechanical process, unaccompanied by any mantras 
(sacred formul<:e) or by any rites, anantarasamskara 
(deferred funeral: rite ) being done after the lapse of ten 
day. They have their annual sraddhas, but no offer­
ings of water (tarpanam) on the new-moon day. Their 

Id deity 1. Sfi.sta. Their inheritance is from 
r to :on. Their household language is MaJayalam. 

chief scat is Vamanapuram, twenty miles from 



Kottaipaththu.-A sl1~-division of 
who believe that they are tbe same as the Kouai ( 
Vcllalas of Tinnevelly. 

Kottai Vella.la.-I( The Kottai Vcllaias," Mr. J . 
. Boyle writes,'" have been "shut up within narrow walls, 

the others between two rivers. The result of insulation 
has been the same, and they have developed from !>tnaU 
families into small, but perfectly dlstinct, castes. In the 
centre of ~he town of Srivaiguntam, in the Tinnevclly 

c 
<.listrict, is a smaJI fort, compo ed of a mud enclosure, con-
taining the houses of a number of families known as Kottai 
(fort) Vellalas, ,,,tho are sepa1rated from social intercourse 
and imermarriage with other families of the great Vellala 
caste. The tra<.litional origin of this settlement is dated 
nearly a thousand years ago, when their ancestors wert; 
driven by a political rev Juti0n from their home in the 

. valley of the Veigay (the river which flows past Madura). 
Under the Pandya dynasty of Madura, these Vellalas 
were, they allege, the chamberlains or treasurers, to 
whom belonged the hereditary dignity of crowning the 
n wly-succeeded kings. And this is still commemorated 
by an annual ceremony, performed in one of the Tinne­
vel,!y temples, whither the heads of families still repair, 'and 
crown the head of the swami (god). Their women n 
leave the precincts of the mud enclosure. After 
years of age, no girl is aIlo,wed to pass the gates, and 
restriction is supported by the tradition of a diso"""'oi", .. n~ 
little girl, who was murdered for ~\ thOtlghtless breach 
this law. Into the fort no male stranger may 
though there' is no hindrance to women of other 
enter. After marriage, no woman of the caste 

by man's eyes, except those of her husband, 



34 

broth 'rs, ;tnd maternal uncles. Vhen the census was 
taken, th'y refused to say how many women there ,,,-ere 
insidf> the fort, and infanticIde is not only possible, but 
most probable: for there is a suspicious absence of 
increase in the colony, which suggests some mode of 
disposing of the' useless mouths, ' unknown to health 
officel's and policemen. U nti! recent times, housed within 
the fort, were certain pra:-c1iaJ slaves (Kottar, smiths) of 
inferiur social status, who worked for their masters, and 
lived in the same rigid seclusion as regards their women. , 
They have been turned out, to live beyond the enclosure, 
but work for their masters." 

It is said that, during the days of oppression at the 
hands of Muhammadan and Poligar rulers, the Kottai 
Vellahs had to pay considerable sums of money to 
secure immunity from molestation. The Kottai Pillai, 
or headman of the community, is reported to possess 
the grants made from time to time by the rulers of 
the country, guaranteeing them the enjoyment of their 
customs and privileges. The fort, in which the Kottai 
Vellalas live, is kept in good preservation by Government. 
There are four entrances, of which one is kept closed, 

.. ·be<:ause, it is said, on one occasion, a child who went out 
it to witness the procession of a god was killed. 
bmans who are attached to the fort, male members of 

..... ,W'!l'''·ous caste! who work for the inmates thereof, and 
may freely enter it. But, if any one wish~s to 

to a man living in the fort, the Paraiyan gate­
announces die presence of the visitor. Females 

I castes mar go into the fort, and into the 
it. 
marriage and other festive occasions, it is ,. .... tol'\""" 

Kottai Vellalas to give raw l'atiops to 

other 



The Kottans eat and drink at the expense. 
masters, and dance. 

Like the Nangudi Vellalas (SavaJai Pillais), 
Kottai Vellalas have kilais (septs) running in the 
line, and they closely follow them in their mar ~~.I!i'~;i'iilll 
customs. It is usual for a man to marry his ........ ~ ...... 
aunt's daughter. The bridegroom goes in state, with 
an~ the bride's relations and their respective Kutta 
to tHe brihle's house. Arrived at the marriage 
(booth), they are welcomed by the bride's party. 
homam (sacrificial fire) is tpen raised by the 
Brahman priest, who blesses the tali (marriage badge), 
and hands it to a Kottan female, who passes it on to t 
cIder sister of the bridegroom, or, if he has no such 03.·03 ....... 1 .. 

to a female who takes her place. She takes it inside 
house, and ties it on the neck of the bride, who 
remained within during the ceremony. The contracti 
couple are then man and wife. The husband goes to Ii 
with his wife, who, after marriage, continues to live in 
father's house. On the death of her father, she recei 
half of a brother's share of the property. If !She has 
brothers, she inherits the whole property. ,,' 

Kattai VeIlala women wear ordinary jewel 
middle life, when they replace them by a jewel 
nagapadam, which is a gold plate with the represem:auDI 
of a five-headed cobra. This is said to be 
memory of the occasion when a Pandyan king, 
Thennavarayan, overlooking the claims of his I .. tyitirn'b't 

gave the kingdom to an illegitimate son. The 
-..a,,,,.G,,,, living at Sezhuvaimanagaram refused to 

on the bastard's head. They 
na·" ..... uteci, and had to leave the COl.u~,~yc;';.~ 



decided to throw themselves into a fire-pit, and so meet 
their death in a body. But, just as they ~ere about to 

do so, they were prevented by a huge five-headed cobra. 
Hearing of this marvellous occurrence, the Pandyan 
king who was ruling in Tinnevelly invited them to settle 
at Sri"aiguntam. The fort VeJlalas claim that one' f 
the Pandyan kin.gs gave them extensi"e lands on the 
bank of the Vaigai river when they lived at Sezhm'aima­
llagaram. They claIm further that the ministers and 
treasurers of the Pandyan kings were selected from 
among them. 

The dead are usuaJly cremated. The corpses are 
horne h] Kcttaii~, who carry out various details in 
connection with the death ceremonies. The corpses 
of women are placed in a bag, which is carefully 
sewn up. 

I am informed that. owing to the scarcity of females, 
men are at the present day obliged to recruit wives from 
outside. 

The Kottaipaththu Agamudaiyans believe that they 
are the same as the Kottai Vellalas. 

Kottakunda (new pot).-An exogamous sept of 
cdara. 
Kottan.-An occupational name, meaning bricklayer, 

umed, at times of census, by some Pall is in Coimbatore. • 
Pallis are also employed as bricklayers in the 

of Madras. Kottan is also recorded as a title of 

members 
wrist at 

Paiko.-A sub-division of Rona. 
(ant-hiIl).-An exogamous sept of Gangadi-



Kovila (Indian 
gOtra of M edara. 

Kovilar (temple people).-The name adopted 
section of PaIlis or Vanniyans, who wear the 
thread, and have temples of their own, in which 
worship. K6il Adiyan (temple sel' ant) has 
returned by some Balijas at times of census. 

r aOlmama' pr K6ilpat, denoting ladies of, or those 
live in palaces,~ is a title of some Samanta ladies. 
lagam is the usual term for the house of a Raja , 
Tirumalpad, and K5iipantilJa is recorded, from T 
core, as a synonym for K6il Tamburan. The Nattu 
Chettis have exogamous septs, or koils, n med 
temples, {'.,If., Mathur k6il. 

Koya.-The Jand and boat-owning class of,Mu 
madans in the Laccadive islands. The name is said 
be a corrupt form of Khoja, meaning a man of disti .... ,.4V111i1 

Mappil1as' use Koya as a suffix to their names, 
Hassan Koya, Mahomed Koy3o ( ee Mappilta). 

Koyappan.-Koyappan or I oyavappan are """.11 .... 

forms of Kusavan (Malabar potters). 
Koyi.-The Koyis, Kois, or Koyas, are a 

inhabiting the hills in the north of the Godavari 
and are also found in the Malkangiri taluk of the 
Zamindari, They are said to belong to the great 
family, and, when a man of another caste wishes 

to a Koyi, he calls him a Gondia. 
is said by Grierson to be a dialect 

concerhing the Koyis of the '-.lrU'u. ... v 

. ,.~"" ... -. J. Cain states" that H in these 
Tel).lgu words, and 



,Jnderstand llie Koi. who come from the plateau- in 
Bustar. A few ears ago, when Colonel H aig travelled 
as far as Jagdalpuram. the Kois from the neighbourhood 
of Dummagudem \\"ho accompanied him were frequel1tly 
unable to carry on any conversation with many of the 
'ois on this plateau. There are often slight differences 

in the phraseology of the inhabitants of two villages 
within a mile of each other. V,rhen two of my teachers, 
living not' more than a mile apart, were collecting 
voc.abularies in the villages in which they Jived, they 
complained that their vocabularies often differed in points 
where they P 'pected to find no varielY whatever." 

- A J artial vocabulary of the Koyi language is given by 
the Rev. J. Cain, who notes that all the words borrowed 
from Telugu take purely Koi terminations in the plural. 
/1 Its connection," he writes Ii with the Gond language 
is very api>arent, and also the influence of its neigh­
bour Telugu. This latter will account for many of the 
irregularities, which would probably disappear in the 
Jal1guage spoken by the Kois living further a\,,,oay from 
the Telugu country." Mr. G. F. Paddison informs me 
hat all the Gonds whom he met with in the Vizaga­

district were bholo Ioko (good cagtc), and would 
touch }Jork or mutton, whereas the Koyi shares 
the Dom bs the distinction of eating anything he 
get i'l the way of meat, from a rat to / a cow. 

is noted by Mr. H. A. Stuart * that" the Khonds 
themselves [(ui, a name identical with Koi or 

And. in 1853. an introduction to the grammar 
Kui ur Kandh language was pn duced by 
Letchmajee. t 



It is recorded by the Rev. J. Cain that /I until 
talukas were handed over to British rule, the 
challam ,Zamindar always kept lip a troop of RohiucI,;::I .... 1iiiiI 

who received very little pay for their services, and 1 
chiefly by looting the country around. In att 
upon them were one hundred Kois, and one h 
Madigas. Twent} -five Koi villages form a samutu, 
in the Bhadrachallam taluka, there are ten samutus. 

the territOlY on the opposite side of the river, W 

also belonged to the Ashwa Rau famil), there were ten 
samulus. Each samutu was bound in turn to furnish for 
a month a hundred Kois to ~arry Lurdens, fetch ,suppr 
etc., for the above~mentioned Rohillas. During the 
month thus employed they had to provide their own 

batta (subsistence money). The petty Zamindars 
Albaka, Cherla, Nagar, Bejji and Chintalanad:}, likewise 

had their forces of N ayaks and Kois, and were contin 
a.lly robbing and plundenng. All was grist which came 
to their mi1l, even the clothes of the poor Koi women 
who 'were frequently st;' ;pped, and then regarded 
objects of ridicule. The Kois have frequently told 
that they could never lie down to rest without feeling t 
before morning their slumbers might be rudely distur 
their houses burnt, and t helr property all carried 
As a rule, they hid their grain in cave~ and holes of} 
trees." It is recorded, in the Vizagapatam Manual, 

in 18Si, the headman of Koraturu, a village on 
Godavari river, was anxious t9 obtain a (;crtain rich 
in marriage for his son. Hearing, however, t 
had become the concubine of a village Munsiff or 

~~IQ"" of Buttayagudem, he attempted, with a 
'his Koi rs, to carry her off by force . 
.:im~rd"i.teobject of his raid, he plundered 
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Those Koris, the Rev. J. Cain writes, who live in the 
plains t( have a tradition that, about two hundred years 
fl6'O they vere driven from the plateau in the Bustar 
country by famine and disputes, and this relationship is 

. also acknowledged by the Gutta Kois, £.c., the hill Kois, 
who live in the highlands of Bustar. These caI1 the 
Kois who live near the Goda\'ari Gommu Kois and 
Tlrlaya)oti)u. The word Gommu is used to denote the 
banks and neighbourhood of the Godavari. Thus, for 
instance, all the villages on the banks of the Godavari 
are called Gommu ullu. Ma) alotilu means rascal. The 
Cutta Kois say the lowland Kois formerly dwelt on 
the plateau, but on one occasion some of them started 
out Oil a journey to see a Zamindar in the plains, 
promi!:;ing to return before very long. They did not 
fulfil their promise, but settled in the plains, and gradually 

others to join them, and at times have secretly 
the plateau on marauding expeditions 

e l""ois regard themselves as being divided into five 
f<i";""Ja;:,;)I;.;~"', Perumboyudu, Madogutta, Percgatta, Matamup­

and Vidogutta." The Rev. J. Cain states further 
j{ the lowland Kois say that they are divided into 

tribes, but they do not know the first of these. The 
y names they can give are Paredugatta, Mundegutta, 

boyina, and \\Tikaloru, and these tribes are again 
videa into many families. The members of ·the 

I 

tribes may intermarry, but not members of the 
tribe." 

is recol'dea by Mr. F. R. 
S(~Pts, called Gattas, occur in the tri 

them are Mudo (third), Nalo (fourth) or 
) or Rayibanda, Aro (si. th), Nutomup 
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{I30th)t and Peramboya. 
of the M ado, Nal0, and Aida Gattas are said to 

recognisable by the difference in the marks they 
sional1y wear on their foreheads, a spot, a horizonta1, 

I a perpendicular line respectively being used by them. 
The Aro Gatta, however" also uses the perpendicular 
line." It is further noted by Mr. Hemingway that the 
Ra.cha or Dora Koyas consider themselves '3Urerior to all 
other sub-UivisiollS, except the Oddis (superior priests) . 

• 
It is noted by the Rev. l J. Cain that at GangoJu, a 

village abo,ut three miles I from Dummagudem, "live 
several families who call themselves Basava Gollavandlu, 
but on enquiry I found that they are really Kois, whose 
grandfathers had a quarrel wIth some of their neighbours, 
and separated them'selves from their old friends. Some 
of the present members of the families are anxious to be 
re-admitted to the society and privileges of the neigh· 
bouring Kois. The word Basava is commonly said to be 
derived from bhasha, a language, and the Gollas of that 
class 'are said to have been so called in consequence of 
their speaking a different language from the rest of 
the Gollas. A small but well-known family, the Matta 
people, are all said to have been originally Erra "II11'''.'''. 

but six generations ago they were received into the 
people. Another well-known family, the Ka.ka 
have the f01l0wing tradition of their arrival in the 
districts. Seven men of the Are Kc1pulu caste of H 
once set out on a journey f!"Om the neighbourhood 
Warangal. Their way lea through dense jungle, and 
a very long time they could find no village, w 
tnd their horses could obtain food and shelter. At 

espied a small hut bdonging 
tht!y entert!d into COI1Ve:rSClL1.l(Jln 
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devastated by a nilghai (blue bull: Bosdaphus tyt1go­
camelus), which defied alJ attempts to capture it. In 
despair, the king of the country, who was a Koi of the 
I~:mu family, had promised his youngest daughter in 
marriage to any man who would rid the country of the 
pest. Before very long, the youngest of the Kapus was 
out wandenng in the neighbouring jungle, and had an 
encounter with the formidable beast, which ran at him 
"ery fiercely, and attempted to knock him down. The 
young man raised a small brass pot, which he was 
carrying, and struck the animal so forcible a blow all the 
head that it fell dead on the spot. He then cut off its 
tail) !Jose, and one ear, and carried thpm away as trophies 
of ~is victory: and, having hidden his ring in the 
mutilated head of the animal, he buried the body in a 
potter's pit close to the scene of the encounter. He and 
his eJder brothers then resumed their journey, but they 
had not gone far before they received news from the 
widow that the potter, hearing of the death of the animal, 
hao gone to the king with the tidings, and asserted that 
he himself was the victor, and was therefore entitled to 

promised reward. The king, however, declined to 
with his request, unless he produced satisfactory 

of the truth of the story. The real victor, 
all this, bent his steps to the king's court and 
his claim, showing his trophies in proof of his 

I1tS, and requesting the king to send and dig lip 
carcase of the animal, and sec whether the ring was 

or not. The k1l1g did so, and, finding everything as 
claimant had asserted, he bestowed his daughter on 

and assigntd to the newly married couple suitable 
his own hOllse. Before very long, the next 

of the bridegroom came to pay him a 
~.e., a small cart 011 
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wheels. He found all the city in great trouble in CQl'liS61' 

quence of the ravages of a crow with an iron 
. with which it attacked young children, and pecked 0 

their brains. The king, deeply grieved at his SlI • 

distress, had it proclaimed far and wide that the 
of this crow should receive in reward the hand of h 
youngest remaining daughter. The young man had wit 
him a new bamboo bow, and so he fitted an 
to lithe strmg, and let fly at the crow. His aim was 
good that the crow fell dead at once, but the force 
t.he blow was so great that bne of the wing!. was driven 
as f<;l.r s~uth as the present village of Rekapalli (wing 
village), its back fell down on the spot now occupied by 
Nadampalli (loin or back village), its legs at K 
(leg village), and its head at Tirusapuram (head village), 
whilst the remaindet fell into the can, and wa carried 
into the presence of the king. The king was delighted 
to see such clear proofs of the young man's bravery, and 
imme.diateJy had the mar~iage celebrated, and gave the 
new son-in-law half the town. He then made an 
ment with his sons-in-law and their friends, according 
which they were in future to give him as many mar 
able girls as could be enclosed and tied up by " .. ,,·,..n,"'<I 

lengths of ropes used for tying up cattle, and he was 
bestow upon them as many as could be tied up by 
lengths. In other words, he was to receive 
children, and to give thirty, but this promise has 
been fulfilled The victor received the name of 
(crow)1 and his descendants are called the Kaka ..... ",,\,,11 .. 

The Koyis of the Godavari district arc descri 
the Manual as being ,I a simple-minded people. 
,wok poor and untidy. The jungles in which 

, ~I.nd the Kois seem almost 
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avage life, and have fe\ ideas, and no knowledge 
b yond the daily events of their own little villages; but 
lhi· withdrawal frolll civilised existence is favourable to 
t 1(' p',owth of those virtues which are peculiar to a 
saVd,,=rc life, Like the Khonds, they are noted for truth­
fulness, and are quite an example in this respect to the 
civilised and more cultivated inhabitants of the plains. 
They c 11 themselves Koitors, the latter part of which 
appcllatiol'1 has been very easily and naturally changed 
b..: he Tclugu people, and by the Kois who come most 
cIo. Iy into contact with them, into Dorala, which means 
lords; and they arc ah\ ays honoured by this title in the 
G clavari district. [The Rev. J. Cain expresses doubts 
Cl!) to t11 title Dora being a corruption of tor, and points 
out th<lt it is a common title in the Telugu country. 
Some Koyis on the Bastar plateau call themselves 
Bhlimi Razu]u, or kings of the earth.] The villages are 
Sill. 11, but very picturesque. They are built in groups 
of five or si.· houses, in some places even a smaller 
number, and there are very rarely so many as ten or 
fifteen. A clearing is made in the jungle, and a few 
acres for cultivation are left vacant round the houses. 
In clearing away the wood, every tree is removed except 
th ippa (Bassia lati/alia) and tamarind trees, which are 

the greatest service to the people on account of their 
. and shade. The Kois do not remam long in the 
e place. They are a restless race. Four years 
c' to exhau, t the soil in one locality, and they do 
take the trouble to plough deeper, but migrate to 

spOt, where they make a fresh clearing, and erect 
"mage. Their huts are generally covered with 
and O'ourds, the flowing tendrils of which give 

graceful appearance, but the surrounding 
them damp and unhealthy. When 



cultivation season is over, and the time of harvest 
on, the whole of the village turns out by familie , 
Jives on the small wooden :,caf{oJdino's erected in 
fields, for the purpoc;e of scaring away the 'wild ani 

t and birds, which come to feed on the ripening 
Deer and wild pigs come by night to steal it, and 
of goats by day. Tigers and cheetas (leopards) ottc~tW 
resort to the fields of Indian corn, and conceal themsel 
among the . lofty plants. Poorer kinds of grain are 
grown, such as millet and maize, out of ,,,,hich the 
make a kin~ of porridge, l~lled java. They h 
grow a little cotton, from which they make some 
cloth, and tobacco. The ippa tree is much PrJ 
The Koyis eat the flowers of this tree, "hich are rOll 

and fleshy. They eat them either dried in the sun, 
fried with a ' littJe oil. Oil both for lights and fat 
ing is obtained from the nut, from which also an . ltO:Xl"iilJ 

eating spirit is extl'acted." I gather that the 
further use the oil for anointing the hair, whereas, 
Kurnool, the forest officers barter with the Chenchus 
the fruits, which they will part with, as they do 
require them for the toilette or other purpose. 

The cultivation of the Koyis has been described 
" of the simplest, most unprofitable kind. A piece 
jungle is selected, and all the trees, except the 
bearing ones, are cut down and burned, the ashes 
used for manure. Then, without l'cmoving the 
or further clearing, the land ~s scratched along the 

the seed sown. For three or four years the u.uu.. .... 

rtility of the soil yields them a crop, but t 
"';r'.~I."&.I,",, ' undergrowth begins to appear and the 

mnOVll'!rl'~ . reing too lazy to plough and 
they aLlClol'\,.IV~' 



In a note on cultivation in the Agency tracts of the 
Godavari district, F. R. Hemingway writes as follows.* 
/. The majority of the hill Reddis and the Koyas in the 
Agency carryon shifting cultivation, called podu, by 
bllrning clearings in the forests. Two methods prc\'aiJ . 
the ordinary (or chalaka) podu, and the hill (or konda) 
puciu. The former consists in culti"tltillg certain recog­
nised clearings for a year or two at a time, allowing tIle 
forest to grow again for a few years, and then again 
burning and culti ating them; while, under the latter, 
the cleating is not returned to for a much longer period, 
< Ild is somptime'" deserted for ever. The latter is in 
fas ion in the more hilly and wildeI' parts, while the 
former is a step towards civilisation. In February or 
:March, the jungle trees and bushes are cut down, and 
spread evenly over the portion to be cultivated; and, 
"hen the hot weather comes on,t cy are burnt. The 
ashes act as a manure, and the cultivators think that the 
m re heat of the burning makes the ground productive. 
The tar d is ploughed once or twice in chalaka podus 
before and after sowing. but not at all in konda podus. 

h{' seed is sown in June. Hill cholam and samai arc 
lie commonest crops. The former is dibbled into the 

Grain is usually stored in regular g;anaries 
, or in thatched bampoo receptacles built &1 a .... 
foundation, and called gadi. These are not found 

Bh~dnlcba!am or the central delta, where a high, 
receptacle made of twisted straw (Ptt?'i) is use.d. 
is also storea, as elsewhere, in pits. I, II 

It is noted by Mr. Hemingway that the houses of the,. 
"are made r)f bamboo, with a thatch of Q"rass or 

q ... 

They ar very restless, and families chan~ 
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frequently from one village to another. 
they consult the omens, to SC~ whether the change 
be auspicious or not. Sometimes the hatching of 
clutch of eggs provides the answer, or four grains of 
kinds or seed, representing the prosperity of men, catt 
sheep, and land, are put on a heap of ashes under 
man's bed. Any movement among them during t 
night is a bad omen. The Koyas proper are ch 
engaged \in agriculture. Their character is a c 
m'edley. They excite adl1)iration by their truthfulness 
and simpl~city; contempt \ by their drunkenness, jist­
lessness, and want of thrift; amusement by their stu . 
and their combination of timidity and self-importance; 
and disgust by their uncanny superstitions and thinly 
veiled blood-thirstiness. Their truthfulness is proverb 
t hough it is said to be less characteristic than of 
and they never break their wOt'd. Their drunkenne 5 

largely due to the commonness of the ippa tree (BasSt'a 
latifolia) , from the flowers of which strong spirit is 
distilled,. and is most noticeable when this is blossoming. 
Theil' laziness is notorious, and their stupidity is attested 
by numerous stories. One, vouched for by the Rev. 
J. Cain, relates how some of them, being despatched with 
a basket of fruit and a note describing its contents. 
being warned that the note would betray any pi! 
first buried the note so that it could not see, 
abstracted some of the fruit, afterwards disinterred 
note and delivered it and the basket, and were quite at 
loss, when charged with the theft, to know how the 
could have learnt about it. They arc terribly viet 
by traders and money-lenders from the low country, 
take advantage of their stupidi y to cheat diem in 

'why. Their timidity has on QC(;a81QlllS 

'nthejun~!(~,ol~"~~~~~ 


