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CASTES AND TRIBES 

OF SOUTHERN INDIA 
VOLUME V. 

!f:IWfiARAKKAYAR.-The M,lrakkdyars are de· 
D <:crlbed, in the Madra!; Cen:.u .. Report, J901, 

as "a Tamil-speaking Musalmdn tribe . of 
mixed Hindu and M u!>alman origm, thp people of 
which are usually traders. They scem to be distinct 
from the Labbdis (q.v.) in several respects, but the 
statistics of the two have apparently been confused, 
as the numbers of the MaraH.J.yars are smaller than 
they should be" COJl(.crning the MMakkdYdrs of the 
South Areat dIstrict, Mr. Francis writf's as follows.· 
" The Mardkkayars are largely Lig traders with other 
countries such a:; Ceylon and the Straits Settlements, 
and own most of the native coasting craft They arc 
particularly numerous in Pona Novo. The word Marak­
kayar is usually derived from the Arabic markab, a boat. 
The story goes that, when the first immigrants of this 
class (who, like the Labbais, were driven from their own 
country by persecutions) landed on the Indian shore, 
they were 'laturally asked who they were, and whence 
they came. In answer they pointed to their boats, and 
pronounced the word markab, and they became in 
consequence known to the Hindus as Marakkayars, or , • • 

• Gazetteer of the SQlltD Areot dl,Ultf. 



.MARAKKAVAR 2 

the ,people of, markab., The M usalmans of pure descent 
hold themselves to bl' socially superior to the Marak· 
kayaTs, and the Marakkayars consider tl1cmselves better 
than the Labbais. There is, of course, no religious bar 
to intermarriages between these different 5ub·divisions, 
but such unions arc rare, and are usually only broug ht 
about by the offer of st rong financial inducements to the 
socially superior party. Generally speaking, the pure· 
bred M usalmans differ frum those of mixr-d descent by 
dressing themselves ,Uld their women in the strict 
Musalman fashion , and by spe'lking- H indust.:ini at home 
among themselves. Some of the MarJ.kkayars are now 
following their example in b'Jth these matter .... hut most 
of them affect the high hat of plaited coloured gra<;s and 
the tartan (kamba)'dm) waist -c loth. The Labbais also 
very generally weal' thc .. t:, • .md so a re not always readily 
disting uishable from the Marakkayar:"" but some of them 
use the Hindu turban and waist-cloth, ilnd let their 
womankind dress almost exactly like Hindu women. 
In the same way, some Labbais in si!'.t on the use of 
Hindustani in their houses, while others .. peak Tamil. 
There seem.;; to be a g rowing dislike to the introduction 
of Hindu rites into domest ic ceremonies, and the proces­
sions and music, which were once common at marriages, 
are slowly g iving place to a "impler r itual more in resem­
blance with the nikka ceremony of the M usalman faith." 

Of.13. 712 inhabitan ts of Porto Novo returned at the 
census, 1901, as many as 3,~05 were Muhammadans. 
/I The ordinary ve rnacular name of the town is Farangi· 
pettai or European town, but the Musalmans call it 
Muhammad Bandar (Port) . The interest ofthe majority 
of the inhabitants centres in matters connected with , 
the sea. A large proportion of them earn their living 
either as owners of, or sailors in, the boats whkh ply 
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between the place and Ceylon ~nd other parts, and it is 
significant that 'the most popular of the unusually large 
number of M usalman saints who are buried in the town 
is one Malumiyar, who was apparently in his lifetime a 
notable sea-captain. H is fame as a sailor has been 
magnified into the miraculo us, and it is declared that 
he owned tcn or a dozen ships, and used to appear in 
command of all of them s imultaneou~ly. He has now 
the reputation of being able to deliver from danger 
those who go down to the sea in ships, and sailors 
setting out on a voyag f" or ,cturning from one in safety 
usually put an offering in the little box kept at his 
darga, and these sums arc expenrled in keeping that 

building lighted and whitewashed. Another curious 
dargcl in the town i') that of Araikasu Nachiyar. or the 
one pie lady. Offerings to her must on no account be 
worth more than one pic ( T~ ~ of a rupee); tributes in 
excess of that valtlc are of no effect. If sugar for so 
small an amount cannot he procured , the devotee spends 
the money o n chundm (lime) for her tomb, and this is 
consequently covered with a superabundance of white­
wash. Stories J.re tolJ of the way in which the valuable 
offerings of rich men have altogether failed to obtain her 
favour, and have had to be replaced by others of the 
regulation diminutive dimensions. The chief mosque is 
well kept. Behind it are two tomb'), which stand at an 
odd angle with l) nC another, instead of being parallel as 
usual. The legend goes that once upon a time there 
was a great saint called Hafiz Mir Sahib, who had an 
even morc devout disciple called Saiyad Shah. The 
latter died and was. duly buried, and not 'long after the 
saint died also. The disciple had always asked to be 
but"ied at the feet of his master, and so the grave of this 
latter was 5.;) pla.ced tha.t his feet were opposite the head 

V-I a 
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of his late pupil. Bur .his spirit reC'ognised that the 
pupil ~as really greater than the master, and when men 
came later to see the two graves the~ found that the 
saint had turned his tomb round so that hIs feet no 
longer pointed with such lack of respect towards the 
head of his dic;ciple. " " 

fn the Madras Census Report, 190 1, the Jonagans 
arc separated from the Marakkayars, and are described 
as Musalman traders of partly Hindu p.:l.rentage. And, 
in the Gazetteer of South Areot, Mr. Francis says that 
"the term Jonagan or Sonagan, meaning a native of 
Sonagan:or Arabia, is appJie.J. by Hindus to both Labbais 
and Mdrakk.lyars, but it i!> usually held to have a contemp­
tuous flavour about it." There is some little confusion 
concerning the exac t application of the name J6nagan, 
but 1 gather that it is applied to se,l-fi'ihermcn and 
boatmen, while the more prosperous trdders arc called 
Marakkayars. A point, in which the Labbais are said 
to differ from the l\1Makl...d.yurs, is that the former are 
Hanafis, and the latter Shafis. 

The ;\1arakkayars are sdid to admit converts from 
variou'i Hindu dasses, who arc called Pulukkais, and 
may not intermarry with the Mar<.1kkayars for severa. 
generations, or until tht;y have become prosperous. 

In onc form of the marriage rites, thf' t:eremonial 
extends over four days. The most important items 

(on the first day are fixing the mehr (bride-price) in the 
presence of the vakils (representatives), and the per­
formance of the nikka rite by the Kazi. The nikka 
kudbha is read, and the hands of the contracting couple 
are united by male elders, the bride standing within a 
screen. During the reading of the kudbha, a sistt".t of 

• GlI:IIetteu of the South Areol dutno.:l . 
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the bridegroom ties a string of ~lackrbeads roupd the 
bride's neck. All the women present set up a roar, 
caUpd kulavi ~i dal. On the foll owing day, the couple sit 
among women, and the bridegroom ties a golden tali 
on the bride's neck. On the third or founh day a 
ceremony called paparakkoJam, or Bnlhman disguise, is 
performed, The bride is dressed like a Brahman woman, 
and holds a brass vessel in onc hand, a nd a stick in the 
other. A pproaching the bridegroom, she strikes him 
gently, and says "Did not I give you buttermilk and 
curds? Pay me for them" T he bridegroom then places 
a few tamarind seeds in the brass vessel, but the bride 
objects to this, and demands money, accompanying the 
demand with strokes of the stick. The man then places 
copper, si lver, and gold coins~n the vessel, and the bride 
retires in triumph to her chamber. 

Like the Labbais, the Marakk&yars write T amil in 
Arabic characters, and speak a I.mgu<lge called Arab· 
Tamil, in which the K ll:Tiln and other books have been 
published. (See Labbai.) 

Mal'alu (sand).-A gutra of Kurni. 
Maran or Marayan.-The Malayans arc summed 

up, in the Madras Census Report, J90l. as being 
"temple servants and drummers in Malabar. Like 
many of the Malabar castes, they must have come from 
the east coast, as their name. frequently occurs in the 
Tanjore inscrif.orions of 1013 A.D. They followed then 
tne same occupation as that by which they live to-day, 
aDd appear to have held a tolerably hig h social position. 
In parts of North Malabar they are called Oc'chan." " .. 

.. The development of this caste," Mr. H. A. 
Stuan writes, · "is interesting. In Chirakkal. the 

• Madrll~ Census Reperl, J89I . 
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northernmost taiuk of the Mahhal district, and in the 
adjoining Kasargod taluk of South Ca'lara, Marayans 
are barbers, serving Nayars and higher castes; in the 
Kottayam and Kurumbranad tdluks they arc barbers and 
drummers, and also officiate as purohits (priests) at the 
funeral ceremonies of Nayars. In the titter capacity 
they arc known in those parts also 3!> Attikurissi Marayan. 
Going still further south, we find the Nayar purohit 
called simply Attikuri~s;, omitting the Marayan, rtnd 
he considers it beneath his dIgnity to shd.ve. Neverthe­
less, he bctr<LyS his kinship with the Mdr.1Yd.n of the 
north by the pnvilege \"hich he cl<tims of cutting the first 
hair when a Nayar is shaved <dtcr funerd.l obsequies. 
On the other hand, the drummer, who is called Marayan, 
or honorifically Mardr, poser; as cl temple servant , and 
would be insulted if It were sa id that he Wdo; ",kin to the 
shaving Melr.iyan of the north. He is considered next in 
rank only to Br.1hm<.\ns, and would be polltlted by the 
touch of N.1yars. He lo~es caste by eclting the food of 
Nayars, but the N.iYdrs also lose caste by ed.ting his food. 
A proverb says that a Mar.1yan has four privileges:-

I. Pam, OT drum, beaten wItn tht: hand. 
2. KOm, OT bleT, 1 t: , the maklrlg of the blt!r 

3. Natumlttam, o r shavmg 

4. TlrumlUam, or sweepmg the temple courts. 

" InN orth Malabar a Mar.iyan performs all the above 
duties even now. I n the south there appears to have been 
a division of labour, and there a Marayan j" in these days 
only a drummer and temple servant. Funeral rites are 
ccnducted by an Attikurissi Marayan, otherwise known 
as simply Attikurissi, and shaving is the duty of the 
Velakattalavan. This appears to have been the case ror 
many generations, but I have not attempted to distin~ 
guish between the two sections, and have classed all as 
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barbers. Moreover. it is only ill p~rts of South M~13bar 
that the caste has entirely given up the profession of 
barber; and, curiously enough, these are the localities 
where Nambudiri influence is supreme. The Marayans 
there appear to have cf.Jnfincd themselves to officiating 
as drummers in temples, and to have obtained the title 
of Ambalavasi; and, in course of time, they were even 
honoured with sam band ham of Nambudiris. In some 
places all attempt is made to draw a di<;tinction between 
Man'iyan and M;lrayar, the former denoting the barber, 
and the l,lttcr, which i~ merely the honorific plural, the 
temple servant. There can, however, be little doubt 
that this is merely , lO ex post Jacto J.rgument in support 
of the alleged superiority of those Md.rayans who have 
abanduned the barber's bru ~h. It m<ly be here noted 
that it is common to find barbers acting as musicians 
throughout the Madras Presidency, <.Iml that there are 
severdl other C3!:>tes in Malabar , such as the Tiyyans, 
Mukkuvans. etc., who eillplcly barbers as purohits at 
their funeral ceremonies." 

In the Cochin Census Report, '901, Me. M. S.:I.Okarcl 
Menon writes that the MJ.rars arc" Sudras, and, properly 
speaking, they ought to be classed .. dong with Nayars. 
Owing , however, to their clo!:>c connection with ser~ 

vices in temples, and the absence of free interdining or 
intermarriage with Nayars, they are classed along 
with Ambalavas i.$ Tbey are drummers, musicians, and 
storekeepers in temples. Like Tiyattu Nambiyars, some 
sections among them also draw figures of the goddess in 
Bhagavati temples, and chant songs. In some places 
they are also known as K uruppus. Some sub-castes 
among them do not dine, or intermarry. As they have ' 
generally to serve in temples, they bathe if they touch 
Niyars. In the matter of marriage (ta.li.kettu and 
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sambandham), inheritfince, period of pollution, etc. , they 
follow customs exactly like those of Nayars. In the 
southern ta,luks Elayads offic iate as purbbits, but, in the 
northern taluks, their Dvm cas temen take the part of the 
Elayads in their sradha ceremonies. The tali-kettu is 
likewise performed by Tirumalpads in the southern 
taluks, but by their own castemen, called Enangan, in 
the northern taluks. Their ca:.temen or Brahmans unite 
themselves with their women in sambandham. As 
among Nayars, purificatory ceremonies after funeral s, 
etc., arc performed by Cheethiyans or Nayar priests." 

For the following detai.led nnlC on the Marans of 

Travancore I am indebted to ~1r. N. Subramani Iyer. 
The name Maran has noth ;ng to do with m~ranam or 
death, as has been :.upposcd, but is derived :rom the 
Tamil root mar, to beat. I n the Tanjore inscrif'tions of 
the eleventh century, the caste on the Coromandc1 coast 
appears to have been known by t his name. ~ The Marans 
correspond to the Occhans of the Tamil country, and 
a class of Marans in North Malabar are sometimes called 
by this designation. I n the old revenue records of the 
Travancore State, Mangalyam appears to be the term 
made use of. The two well·known titles of the caste 
are Kuruppu and Panikkar, both conveying the idea of 
a person who has some allotted work to perform. In 
modern days, English-educated men appear to have 
given these up for Pillai, the titular aff1x added to the 
name of the Sudra population generally. . 

Marans may be divided into two main divisions, viz .• 
Marans who called themselves Marars in North Travan­
corc, and who now hesitate to assist other castes in the 
performance of their funeral rites; and Marins who do 
not convert their caste designation into an honorific 
pluraJ, and act as priests for other castes. This distinction 
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IS most clearly marked in N~rth Travancore, while to 
the south of Alleppey the boundary line may be ·said to 
remain only dim. In this part of the country, therefore, 
a fourfold divis ion of the caste i .. the one best known to 
the people, namely Orunul, IrunuJ, Cheppat, and Kulanji. 
The Orunul5: look upon themselves as big-her than the 
lrunuls, basing their superiority on the custom obtaining 
among them of marrying only once in their ILfetime, and 
contrat.ting no !:>econd alliance after the first husband's 
~ath. Living. however, with a Brahman, or one of 
a distinctly higher c.ac;te, is tolerated among them in the 
event of that calamity. The ,",ord OrunuI means one 
string, and signifies the absence of widow mdrriage. 
Among the Irunul <; (two strings) the tali-tier is not 
necessarily the husband, nor is a second husband for­
bidden after the death of the first. Cheppat and Kulanji 
were once mere local varieties. but have now become 
~eparate sub-divi<:.ions. The OldIes of the fOllr sections, 
but not the female:;, interdinc. With what rapidity 
castes sub-divide and ramify in Travancore may be seen 
from the fact of the exi stence of a local vdripty of Ma­
rans called Muttal , meaning substitute or emergency 
employee, in the Kalkulam t~d uk, who are believed to 
represent an elevation from a lower to a higher class of 
Marans, rendered necessary by a temple exigency. 
The Mar;lns are also known as Asupanis. as they alone 
are entitled to sound the two characteristic musical 
instruments, of Malabar temples, called asu and pani. 
In the south they are called Chitikans, a corruption 
of the Sanskrit chaitika, meaning one whose occupation 
relates to the funeral pile, and in the north Asthikkurichis 
(asthi, a bone), as they help the relations of the de~d 
in the collection of the bones after cremation. The 
Marans are, further, in some places known as Potuvans, 
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as their services are engaged at the funerals of many 
, 

castes. 
Before t he days of Sankaracharya, the sole occupation 

of the Marans is said to have been beating the urum in 
Brahrnanical temples. VI.' hen Sankaracharya was refused 
assistance in the cremation of his deac1 mother by the 
Nambut iri Brahmans, he is believed to have sought in 
despair the help of one of these temple servants, with 
whose aid the corpse was divided into eight parts, and 
deposited in the pit. For undertaking this duty, which 
the Nambutiris repud iated from a sense of offended 
religious feeling, the particular Maran was thrown out 
of his caste by the general community, and a compromise 
had to be effected by the .sage with the rest of the caste, 
who returned in a body on the day of purification along 
with the excommunicated man, and helped Sankaracharya 
to bring to a close bis mother 's death ceremunie~. In 
recognition of this timely help, Sankara i~ bel ieved to 
have declared the Maran to be an indispensable fune· 
tionary at the death ceremonies of Nambutiris and 
Arnbalavasis. It has even been suggested that the 
original form of Maran was Mura.n, derived from mur 
(to chop off), in reference to the manner in which the 
remains of Sankara's mother were disposed of. 

The traditional occupation of the Maraos is sounding 
or playing on the pancbavadya or five musical instru· 
ments used in temples. These are the sankh or 
conch·shell , timjla, chendu, k?imani, and rnaddalam. 
The conch, which is necessary in every Hindu temple) 
is loudly sounded in the early morning, primarily to wake 
the deity, and secondarily to rouse the villagers. Again, 
when the temple service commences, and when the 
nivedya or offering is carried, the music of the conch is 
heard from the northern side of the temple. On this 
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account, many Marans call themselves Vadakkupurattu, 
or belonging to the northern side. The asu and pani 
are :;ounded by the highest dignitaries among them. 
The beating of the pani is the accompaniment of expiatory 
offerings to the Saptamata, or seven mothers of Hindu 
religious writings, viz., Drahmi, Mahesvari, Kaumari. 
Vaishnavi. Varahi , Indrci.ni , and Charnunda. Offerings 
are made to these divine mothers during the daily sribali 
processioll, and in important temples also during the 
sribhutabali hours, and on the occasion of the utsavabaJi 
at the annual utsava of the temple. There arc certain 
well·establishcd rulc5 prescnLing the hymns to be recited, 
and the music to be pl<lyed. So rel ig iously have these 
rules to be observed during the utsavabali, that the 
priest who makes the offering, the Variyar who carries 
the light before him <lnd the Marans who perform the 
music all have to fast, and to dress themselves in orthodox 
Brahmanical fa shion, with the uttariya or upper garment 
worn in the manner 01 the ::;arrcd thre.Hi. I t is sincerely 
believed that the smallest ,' iolation of tbp rules would be 
visited with dire consequences to Lhe delinquent::; before 
the next utsava ceremony. 

In connection with the musical instrument called 
the tirnila, the following legend is current. There was a 

timila in the Sri Padmanabha temple made of kuruntotti, 
and there was a Maran attached to the temple, who 
W'l.S such an eX~E!rt mu-o;ician that the priest was unable 
to adjust his hymn recitation to the music of the Maran's 
drum, and was in consequence the recipient of the divine 
wrath. I t was contrived to get a Brahman youth to 
officiate as priest, and, as he could not recite the hymns 
in consonance with the sounds produced by the drum, a 
hungry spirit lifted him up from the ground to a height 
of ten feet. The father of the youth) hearing what had 
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occurred, hastened tlJ .I he temple, clnd cut one of his 
fingers, the blood of v; hich he offered to the spirit. The 
boy was then set free , and the old man, who was more 
than a match for the Maran, began to recite the hymns. 
The spirits, raising the Maran on high, suckerl flway his 
blood, and vanished. The particular timila has since 
this event never been used by any Maran, 

The higher classes of Mdrans claim six privileges, 
called pano, kani . tirumuttam, natumuttam, velichchor. 
and puchchor. Koni means literally d ladder, and refers 
to the stretcher, made of bamboo and kLsa g rass or 
straw, on which the corpses of high caste] Iindus are 
laid. Tirumuttam is sweeping the temple courtyard, 
and natumuttam the erection of a small pandal (booth) 
in the courtyard of a NdmbCitiri's house, where (lblations 
are offered to the departed spi rit on the tenth day after 
death. Velichchor, or sacrificial rice, i$ tilt,; I ight to 
retain the remains of th(' food offered to tl).e manes, and 
puchch(lr the offering made to the deity, on whom the. 
priest throws a few tlowcrs as part of the consecration 
ceremony. 

A large portion of the time of a Maran is spent 
within the temple, and all through the night some watcn 
over it. Many functions are attended to by them in the 
hcuses of Nambutiris. Not only <ltthe tonsure ceremony, 
and samavartana or closing of the Brnhmacharya stage, 
but also on the occasiun of sacrificial rites, the Maran 
acts as the barber. At the funeral ceremony, the pre· 
paration of t he last bed, and handing the til (Sesamum.) 
seeds, have to be done by him . The Chitikkans perform 
only the functions of shaving and attendance at funerals, 
~nd, though they may beat drums in temples, they are 
not privileged to touch the asu and pani. At Vechur 
there is a class of potters called Kusa Maran, who !:;hould 
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be distinguished from the Marans ,proper, with whom 
they have absolutely nothing in common. 

Many families of the higher division of the Marans 
regard themselves as Ambalavasis, though of the lowest 
type, and abstain from Aesh and liquor. Some Marans 
are engaged in the practice of sorcery, while others are 
agriculturists. Drinking is a common vice, sanctioned 
by popular opinion owing to the notion that it is good 
for persons with overworked lungs. 

In their ceremonies the Manlns resemble the Nayars, 
as they do also in thei r caste government and religious 
worship. The annaprasana, or first food-giving cere­
mony, is the only important one before marriage, and 
the child is taken to the temple, where it partakes of the 
consecrated food. The N:1yars, on the contrary, gener­
ally perform the ceremony at home. Purification by a 
Brahman is necessary to release the l\Iaran from death 
pollu~ion , which is not the case with the Nayars. In 
Travancore, at any rate, the Nayars are considered to 
be higher in the soci.d scale than the M5.rans. 

In connection with asu and pani, which ha'Yc becn 
referred to in this note. I gathcr that, in Malabar, the 
instruments called mara m (woud), timila, shanku, chen­
guiam, and chenda, if played together, constitute pani 
kottugu, or pla}'ing pani. Asu and maram are the 
names of an instrument, which is included in pani 
kottugu. Amon):; the occasiuns when this is indispensa­
ble, are the dedication of the idol at a newly built temple, 
the udsavam pGram and Sriveli festivals, and the carrying 
of the tadambu, or shield-like structure, on which a 
miniature idol (vigraham) is borne outside the temple. 

MarAsari.-Marasari or Marapanikkan, meaning· 
carpenter or worker in wood, is an occupational sub­
division of Malayalam Kammalas. 
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Maratha.-Marat~as are found in every district 
of the Madras Presidency, but are, according to the 
latest census returns, most n.umerous in the following 
districts :-

SOUln C ... nara 
Salem 

T::UIJOIC 

Bellary 

3 1,35 I 

7.3 14 
7,156 

" 6,3 1t 

It is recorded, in the Madras Cens.ls Report, 1891, 
that "the term Mdrathi denotes the var:ous Marathi 
non-Brahman caste." who C<lmc to the south either as 
soldiers or camp followers In the armies of the Manithi 
invaders ; but in South Canara, in which district the 
caste is most numerous, it dp!-,cars to be the same as 
Are, a class of Marathi cultiv<ltors. Of the total number 
of 6S,9tiI, a .. mrtny a<; 4°,871 have retu rned Munlthi 
as both caste and sub-divi .... ion. The number of sub­
divisions returned by the rest is no lesS'" than 305, of 
which the majority are the names of other castes. Some 
of these castes arc purely Dravidian, and the names 
have eVidently been used in theIr occupational sense. 
For example, we have Bogam, G.lndla, MangaJa, etc," 
Mr. H , A , St uart writes [urthp. r, in the South Canara 
Manual, that "Man1thi , as a caste name, is somewhat 
open to confusion, and it is probable that JlIany peop]e 
of various castes, who speak Maratbi, are shown as 
being of that cas te. The true Marathi caste is said to 
have come from Goa, and that place is the head'quarters, 
The caste is divided into twelve wargs or balis, which 
are exogamous sub·divisions, Caste disputes arc settled. 
by headmen called H ontagaru, and allegiance is paid to 
the head of the Sringcri math, The favourite deity 
is the goddess Mahaclevi. Brahmans, usually Kanidis, 
officiate at their ceremonies. Marriage is both infant 
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and adult. The dhare form o( marriage is us~ (see 
Bant). Widows may remarry, but they cannot marry 
again into the family of the deccilsed husband-a rule 
which is ju!>t the reverse of the Levirate. In some 
parts, however, the remarriage of widows is prohibited. 
A husband or a wife can divorce each other at will, ind 
both parties may marry again. Mar.1this are either 
farmers, labourer~. or hunters. They eat fic;h and flesh 
(except that of cattle and animcds generally regarded as 
unclean) and they usc alcoholic liquors. They speak 
either the ordinary M~rathi or the Konkani dialect of 
it," The Marathis of South Canara call themselves Arc 
and Are Kshatri. 

In the North Areal M,mual, Mr. Stunrt records that 
the term Marathi is .r usually applied to the various 
Maratha Sudrd. ca:=tes, which hav(" come south. Their 
caste affix is always Rao. It is impossible to discover 
to what particular Sudra division each belongs, for they 
do not seem to know, and take advanta1.;e of being away 
from their own countr), to assert that they are Kshatri­
yas-a claim which is ridiculed by other castes. In 
marriage they are particular to take a bride only Irom 
within the circle of their own family, so that an admixture 
of the original castes is thus avoided. Their language 
is Marathi, but they speak Telugu or Tamil as well, 
and engage in many professions. Many are tailors.­
Others enlist 1,1 the army, in the police, or as peons 
(orderlies or messengers), and some take to agriculture 
or trading." 

Of the history of Maralhas in those districts in which 
they are most prevalent, an account will be found in the 
Manuals and Gazetteers . 

• The Rangid .. ate Marilha dye" and tailo". 
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T.he last Maratha K.ing of Tanjore, Maharaja Sivaji, 
died in 1855. It is noted by Mr. M. J. Walhouse­
that "an eye· witness has recorded the stateJy and 
solemn spectacle of his funeral, when, magnificently 
arranged, and loaded with the costliest jewels. his body, 
pla~d in an ivory palanquin, was borne by night through 
the torchlit streets of his royal city amid the wail of 
vast multitudes lamenting the last of their ruling race. 
The nearest descendant, a boy of twelve, was carried 
thrice round the pile, and at tht> last c;rcuit a pot of water 
was dashed to pieces on the ground. The boy then 
lit the pile. and loud long-sustained Jdment of a nation 
filled the air as the fldlr'f" S rose," Upon the death of 
Sivaji , the Raj became, under the decision of the Court 
of Director'i , ('xtihct. H is private estate wa3 placed 
under the charge of the Collector of the district . 
In addition to three wives whom he had already 
married, Sivaji, three years before hi ... d~h, married in 
a body seventeen girls. In 1907, three of the Ranis 
were still living in the palcJce at Tanjorc. It is re~ 

corded t by the Marchioness of Dufferin that, when the 
Viceroy visited the Tanjorc p,llacc in 1886 to speak 
with the Ranis, he was admitted behind the purdah. 
"The ladies had not expected him, and were not 
dressed out in their best, and no one c(\uld speak any 
intelligible language. However, a SOrt of chattering 
went on, and they made sign<; towards a chair, which, 
being covered with crimson cloth, Dufferin thought 
he was to sit down on. He turned and was just about 
to do so, when he thought he saw a slight movement, 
and he fancied there might be a little dog there, when 
two women pulled the cloth open, and there was the 

• Ind. Ant., VIl, 1878. t Our Viceregal Life in India, 18&t-BJ • 
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principal Rani-a little old weman who reachcQ half 
way up the back of the chair, a~d whom the Viceroy 
had been within an act of squashing. He said it gave 
him such a turn! " 

A classified index. to the Sanskrit Manuscripts in 
the Tanjore palace W3!> published by Mr. A. C. Bumell 
in 1880. In the introduction thereto, he states that 
"the library was first brough t to the notice of Euro­
pean ~chola.rs by H .S. l I. COUllt Noel', Prince Frederic 
of Schleswig-H ols tein, who brought an account of it to 
the late Professor GuJdstllckcr. But its full importance 
was not known till I wac; deputed, in r87J, to examine 
it by the then Governor of M:tdras, Lord Napier and 
Ettrick. The manuscript., arc the result of perhaps 300 
years' collections; firstly, by the Nayaks of Tanjore; 
secondly, after about 167 j, by the Mahratha princes. 
Some of the palm-leaf manuscripts bcl()ng to the earlier 
pt!riod, but the greater part wen"> collected in the last 
and present centuriL5. All the Nagari Manuscripts 
belong to the Mahratha times, a lld a large number of 
these were collected at Ben,lres by the kaja Serfojee 
(Carabhoji) ubout fifty years ago." 

I n the Manltha Darbar H al1 of the T anjore palace 
are large picture .. , of little arci..,tiC merit, of all the 
Maratha kings, and the p.-l.Jacc also contains a fine statue 
of SaraLh6ji by Chantrey. The small but splendid 
series of Man-:uha arms from this palace constitutes one 
of the most valu<lbl c- a!>set~ of the Madras Museum. 
j, The ~moury," Mr. Walhousc writes," " consisted of 
great heaps of old weapons of all conceivable descrip­
tions, IYlOg piled upon the floor of the Sangita Mahal 
(music-hall), which had long been occupied by many • 

• L« .• 11. 
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tons ,of rusty aTms and weapons. in confused heal's, 
coated and caked together with thick rust. Hundreds 

• 
or swords, straight, curved and ripple-edged, many 
beautifully damascened and inlaid with hunling or battle 
scene~ ir. gold; many broad blades with long inscriptions 
in Marathi or Kanarese characters, and some so finely 
tempered as to bend and quiver like whalebone. There 
were long g<wntlet-hilts, bras!> or steel, in endless 
device'i, hilts inlaid with gold, and hilt.; and guards of 
the most tasteful and elaborate steel-work. There were 
long-bladed swords ..ind executioners' ~words, two­
handed, thick-backed, and immensely heavy. Daggers, 
knives, and Jloniards by SCOTe" , of all imaginable and 
almost unimag'inablc shape~, double .md tripie-bladed i 
some with pistol~ or spring-blades concealed in their 
handles. and the hilts of many of the kuttare; of the most 
beautiful and elaborate picn;ed steel work, in endless 
devices, rivalling the be..,t medieval Eurppean metal­
work. There was a profusion oflong narrow thin-bladed 
knives, mostly with bone or ivory handles very preuily 
carved. ending in parrot-hecld:-. and the like, or the 
whole handle forming a bird or monster, with legs and 
wings pressed .:Jose to the body, all exquisitely carved . 
The use of these seemed problematical; ~ome said they 
were used to cut fruit, othere; that they had been poisoned 
and struck about the roofs and walls of the women's 
quarter~, to serve the pul pose of spikes or broken glass I 
A curious point was the extraordinary number of old 
European blades, oftcn graven with letters and symbols 
of Christian meaning, attached to hilts and handles most 
distinctly Hindu, adorned with figures of gods and 
idolatrous emblems. There was an extraordinary number 
of long straight cut-and-thrust blades termed Phirangia. 
wlUch Mr. Sinclair, in his interestinR' list of DakIumi. 
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weapons, * says means the PoIOtuguese: or else lllade in 
imitation of such imported swords. A kuttar, with a 
handsome steel hilt, disclosed the well -known name 
ANDREA FERARA (sic.). Sir Walter Elliot has 
informed me that, when a notorious freebooter was 
captured in the Southern M ar:1tha country many years 
ago, his sword was found to be an ' Andrea Ferrara.' 
Mr. Sinclair adds that both Grd..nt Duff and Meadows 
Taylur have mentioned that RAja Sivaji's favourite 
sword Bhavanf ",as a Geno.l blade t Even­
tually the whole ,lrray (of arms) was removed to 

Trichinapalli and deposited in the Arc;enal there, and, 
after a Committee of officers had <;at upon the multifari· 
aus collection, and solemnly reported the ancient arms 
unfit for u ~e in modern warfare, the Government, after 
selecting the best for the Museum, ordered the residue 
to be broken up <md sold as nld irnn. This was in 
1863." 

It is recorded, In tllC Gazetteer of the Bellary district, 
that" in f 790 Lord Cornwallis, the ll Governor-General 
of India, entered into an allidnce with the Maratbas and 
the Nizam to reduce Tipu to order, and it was agreed 
that whatever territories 3hould be acquired by them 
from Tipu should be equally divided between them. 
Certain specified poligars, among whom were the chiefs 
of Bellary, Rayadrug and Harpanahalli, were, however, 
to be left in possession of their districts. Tipu was 
reduced to submission in J 792, and by the treaty of that 

year he ceded half his territories to the aJIies. t Sandur 
was allotted to the Marathas, and a part of the BelJary 

• lAd. Aut., n, 18'4. 
t 11!e word GeDoa OC1:Url on several blades .n the Mv.d~ Museum colleeholl. 
t 'Ibt: bN.ftliri'oflhe , t .. lue of Lord Com".11u In the CODllem.l' PublIC 

JAIarr. Y:adtu. represents blm tecelVUle: LlpU'. t1nl )'outhfwlOIiI al bo.t&g~ 
v-.. 
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distric~ to the Nizam.". The present Maratha chief of 
the little hill-locked' Sandur State is a minor, whose 

• name and titles are Raja Venkata Rao Rao Sahib Hindu 
Rao Ghorpade SeOiipati Mamalikat Madar. Of the 
eleven thousand inhabitants of the State, the various 
castes of Maratha5 number over a thQusand. 0' Three 
families of them are Brahmans, who carne to Sandur as 
officials with Siddoji Rao when he took the State from 
the Jaramali paligar. Except for two short intervals, 
Siddoji's descendants have held the State ever since. 
The others are groupctl into three local divi<;ions, namely, 
Khasgi, Kumbi, anti LCk!1vaji. The fi rs~ of these 
consists of only some eight ram-;';C's, and COI) ';, titutes the 
arislocracy of the State. Some of them came to Sandur 
from the Maratha country with Siva Rao and other 
rulers of the State, and they take the chief seats at 
Darbars and on other jJublic occasions, and are permitted 
to dine and intermarry wi th the Raja's f~mily. They 
wear the sacred thrc::).d or the Kshatriyas, belong [C the 
orthodox Brahmanical gotras, have Brahmans as their 
purohits, observe many or the Brahmanical ceremonies, 
hurn their ueatl . forbid widow re-marriage, and keep 
their womankind gosha, On the other hand, they do 
not object to drinking <tlcohol or to smoking, and they eat 
meat, though not beef. Their family god is the same as 
that of the Raja's family. namely, Mart:1nda Manimallari. 
and they worship him in the temple in his honour which 
is in the Raja ... palace, and mJ.ke pilgrimages to his 
shrine at J ejuri nt!ar Poona, [It is noted by Monif'J'­
Williams * that ' a deification, Khando-ha (also called 
Khande-Rao), was a personage who lived in the neigh­
bourhood of the hill ]ejuri, thirty miles from Poona, 

• 14l1hmaDi~m and I1illdui'm. ---._-
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He is probably a deification .of some powerlClL K~ja 

or aboriginal chieftain, who made himself useful to the 
Brahmans. He IS now regarded t\S an incarnation of 
Siva. in h IS fo rm Mallari The legend is that the god 
Siva descended in thI S form to destroy d powerful demon 
named MaJl.lsura, who liveJ on the hill , and was a terror 
to tbe neighbourhood. Pclfvati dc<.,ccnded at the same 
time to become Khando b.i's wife HIs wor.,hip is very 
popular -tmong the people of low (",\s,te 10 the Maratha 
!Country Sheep arc sJ.cnficed at the principal temple on 
the Jejuri hIll, and a bad cuc;tom prevails of dt>dicating 
young girl.., to the god's service Khando-ba 15 some­
times represented Wit t. hI !' Wife on hor~ebclck , attended 
by a dog A <icct existed in Sankara \ tune, who wor­
shipped M<!.l larl as 101 d of dog .. ') At the marriages 
of the Kh<\<;gls, an unu .. u<l! custom, called Vird PGja, or 
the worshIp of warriOi s , 15 ob ... e rvcd Before the cere­
mony, the men form themselves mto two p.lfties, each 
under a leader, and n1C1 rch to the lMnk<; of the Narihalla 
river, engdging in mock comb<lt a" they go. At the 
river an offering IS mtlde to SIVd. in his form as the 
warrior Martanda, dml h I'> blc~smg i .. invoked The god­
dess Ganga is also wor .. hlpped, and then both parties 
march back, indulging on the '" d.y In more pretended 
fighting. The second diVIsion of the Marathd.s, the 
KUlibis, ~re generally agricultUrists, thoug h !:.ome a re 
servants to tbp fi rst dlvis1On. They Cdnnot intermarry 
with the Khasgis, or dine WIth them except in separate 
rows, and thei r womdnfolk d.re not gosha; but they 
have Brahmanical gbtras and Br.1hman purohits. Some 
of then:. use the Raja's name of Ghorpade. but this is 
only because they arc servants in his household. The­
third division, the Lekavaiis, ar€' said to be the offspring 
of irregular unions among other Marathas, and are many 
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of them servants 10 the Raja's pard.ee Whence they 
are also called Manimakkalu. They all call themselves 
Ghorpadcs, and members of the Rd.ja's (the Kansika) 
gatra. They thu<., Celonat tntermarry among them~ 

selves. but occasionally thelT g"Jrls arc married to Kunbis. 
Their women dTe in no WdY gosha." -;.. 

The cranial typc of the l'dar.lthas i ~, as shown by the 
following table, bkc that of the Cmarese, mesaticephalic 
or sub-brachycephalic 

Camuuc 

Can.roe 

M"u.thl 

I 
I 50 111l!f) "~ 

50 Val..l..ahbR' 

30 ~\1k" 5 .. 10. 

J 30 Sukull ~ .. !C'~ 

M aravan.- <I The Maravans," Mr. 

CC' l'h&.U;' [ Indn 
A, Max 

I , 

'" S,. 

", ,,, 
8, 7 ", 
" S ", 
S" '44 
- - -

H. A. Stuart 
writes, t H are found chieny in Madura and Tinnevelly, 
where they occupy the tract'> bordering on the coast 
from Cape Com orin to the northern limits of the Ramnad 
zemmdan. The proprietor~ of that estate, and of the 
great Sivaganga Lemmdari, drc both of this caste, The 
Maravars must h,we been one of tbe fi rst of the 
Dravidian tribes theLt penetrated to the south of the 
peninsula. and, like the Kallans, they have been but 
little affected by Brahmanical influence. There exists 
among them a picturesque tradition to the effect that, 
in consequence of their assist ing Rama in his war against 
\ he tiemon Ravana, that deity gratefull y exclaimed in 

• (iuttlur of the Btlhuy dlslrlCI. 
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good Tamil Maraven, or I wiU never · forget, and that 

they have ever since been called Maravans. But, with 
more probability, the nd.me may be connected with the 
word maram, which means killing, ferocity, brdvery and 
the like, as point ing clearly to thei r unplcasdnt profession, 
thelt of robbing and slaYing thejr neighbours. Iu former 
days they were a fierce .md t urbulen t race, famous for 
their mil itary prowc!>s. At one tune they tcmpord.rily 
held poss{"s::.ion of the P.1ndya kingdom, and, a t a later 
date, their demit's gave vdludblc d!:>si!:>tancc to Tirumala 
Nayakkan. They gave the British much t rouble at the 
end of last (eigh teenth) c{:ntury and the beginning of 
this (nineteenth) cent ury, but they are now much the 
same as other ryot'S (culllvators), though perhap" some­
what more bold and 1,1\\ les.. Agclmudcliyan dnd Kallan 
are returned as ~ub-dlvision ... by d compdratively large 
number of person~. Mclravan is also found dmong the 
sub·division., of Kdllan, and there Cdn be little doubt that 
there is a very close connection bemccll K,lllans, Mara­
vans, and Agamudaiyans." ThIS connection is dealt 
with in the article on the Kallans. But f may here 
quote the following legend relatmg thereto. II Onct: 
upon a time, Rishi Gautamd left hl l., hou~c to gn abroad 
on busines~. Devendra, takmg advdntage of his absence, 
debauched his wife, dod three children were the result. 
When the Risbi returned, one of the three hid himself 
bebJ.nd a door, <lOd, as he thus acted like a thief, he was 
benceforward called Kallan. Another got up a tree, and 
was therefore called Maravan from maram, cl tree, whilst 
the third brazened it out, and !>cood his ground, thus earn­
ingfor hunselfthe name of Ahamudeiyan, or the possessor 
of pride. This name was corrupted into Ahambadivan. "w • 
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.. Some say' the . \\{·rd Maravan is derived from 
marani, sin: a Maravan b(ing one who c'1mmits sin by ~ 
killing living creatures without feeling p' ty, and without 
fear of god." • 

The Maravans claim descent from Guha or Kuha, 
Rama's boatman, ",..ho rowed him acr')ss to Ceylon. 
According to the legend, Rdma promised Guha that he 
would come bclCk ;).t ,l fixec1 time. When he failed to 
return, Gu hd. mrldc a fire, whereon to burn himself 
to death. Hanumdn , however, prevented him from 
committing suicide, and assured him that Rama would 
shortly return. Thi!> came to pas'>, and Rama, on learn­
ing what Cuba had done, called Ilim Maravan, a brave 
or reckless fellow. According to another legend, the 
god I ndra, having become enamoured of Ahalya, set 
out one night to visi t her in the form of a crow, and, 
seating himself outside the dwell ing of the Ri~hi her 
husband, cawed loudly, The Rishi , bel ieving that it 
was dawn, went off to bathe, while I ndra, assuming the 
form of her husb.l.Od, wcnt in to the woman, dnd satisfied 
his desire. \V"hen her husband reached the river, there 
were no signs of dd.wn, and he was much perturbed, bur 
not for kmgr as his superndtural knowledge revealed to 
him how he had been beguilcd, and he proceeded to 
curse Indnl and his innocent wife, Indra was condemned 
to have a thousand female organs of generation all over 
his body, and the woman was turned into a stone. 
Indra repented, and the Rishi modi fied his disfigurement 
by arranging that, to the onlooker, he would seem to 
be clothed or covered with eyes, and the woman was 
allowed to resume her feminine form when Rama, in 

. the course of his wanderings, should tread on her. The 

• F. }'atl'ccll. Joutn. Antbrop. Insl,. XXXIII, r903-
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result of Indra's escapade \Vas a son, who was stowed 
away in a secret pldCC (maravuidcim). Hence his 
descendants are known as MaTavan. *' 

The head of the Maravans is the Sctupatl (lord of 
the bridge)~ or Raja of RamnJd. " The Sethupati line, 
or MaTava dyna'ity of Rlmnd.d," the Rev. J. E. Tracy 
writes, t II claims great antiquity. Accordin g- to popular 
legendary accounts, it hol d its ri .. e In the time of the 
great Ramd himself, who ic; s,ud to have appointed, 
on his victorious return from L.inka (Ceylon), seven 
guardians of the pdssdge or bridge connecting Ceylon 
with the mainland Another supposition 
places the ri<;c of the fdnHly in the second or third 
century B.C. It rcst'> its case principally upon a !:otate· 
ment in thl;" Mahuwanc;o, dccordmg to which the las t of the 
three Tamil inva"ion<; of Ceylon, which took pldce in the 
second or third century B C , \4, as under th\.' leadership of 
seven chieftain<;, who are supposed. owing to the silence 
of the Pandytln recordt, on the subject of Sourh Indian 
dealings with Ceylon. to helve bt!cn neither Cheras, 
Cholas, or Pandyans, but mere local ctdventurer'i, whose 
territorial proximity and mdrauuing dmbitiun had tempted 
th~m to the undertaking . . Another supposition 
plCl.ces the rise of the family in the eleventh or twelfth 
century A. D. Ther~ are two !:>tatements of this case, 
differing accf)rding to the 'iourcc from which they come. 
According to tl:~ one, which has its source in South 
India, [he ri se of th t family took place in or about I059 
A.D., when Raja Raja, the Chol.:l king, upon his invasion 
of Ceylon, appointed princes whom he knew to be loyal 
to himself, and who, according to some, had aided him 
in his conquest of all Pandya, to act as guardians of the 
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passage by whirh hi.s armies must cross to and fro, and 
supplies be rec('1ved from the mAinland. According to 
the other statement, which has its source in Sinhalese 
record5, the family took its rise from the appointment of 
Parakrama Bahu's General Lankapura, \\ ho, according 
to a very truslworth)' Sin halese epitome of the Maha­
wanso, aftcr cong ucring Pandya, remained some time at 
Ramc!,puram, building a tCl'll plc there, and, while on the 
island, struck kuhapands (coins si milar to those of the 
Sinhalese series). vVhichever of the~e statements we 
may accept, the fac t .. seem to point to the rise of the 
family in the e1eventn or twelfth cen:-ury A.D., and 
inscriptions quoted from Dl. Burge,;>!' ly Mr. Rob~rt 

Sewell '*' show that g-r'!nt <; were made by Sethupati 
princes in 14'4. again in 148<), still again in 1500, and 
finally as late as J 540. fhese bring the Ime down to 
within two generations of the time when Muttu Krish · 
nappa Nayakka i<, said, in 1604. to save found affairs 
sadly disordered in the Marav<~ country, and to have 
re-established the old fam ily in the person of 5adaiyaka 
Tevar Udaiyar Sethupati . The coins of the Scthupatis 
divide themselves into an earl ier and later series. The 
earlier series present specimens which arc usually l",rger 
and better e-.:ccu ted, and correspond in weight and 
appearance very nearly to the weJl-kn0wn coins of the 
Sinhalese series, together wi th WhICh thf'y are often 
found . < These coins.' Rhys Davids writes, t 'arc prob~ 
ably the very ones referred [0 as having been struck by 
Parakrama's General Lankapura.' The coins of the later 
series are very rude in device and execution, The one 
face shows only the Tamil legend of the word Sethupati, 
while the other side is taken up with various devices," 

--- - - - -
• Sketch of the D}"n ... ~un of S .. lIllh huh •. 
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A poet, in days of old, refers to II the wrathful. and 
furious Maravar, whose curled beards resemble the 
twisted horns of the stag. the loud twang of whose 
powerful bowstrin~s, and the stirring sound of whose 
double-headed drums. canlpel even king" at the head of 
large armies to turn their back and fly." " The Maravans 
are further dec:;cribed a!> follow .. , "Of ... trong limbs and 
hardy frames, and fierce looking a .... tigers, ""'caring long 
and curled locks of hair, the blood-th1rsty Maravans, 
armed with the bow bound with leather, ever ready to 

injure others, shoot theif arrows at poor and defenceless 
travellers, from whom they can sted! nothing, only to 
feast the if eye" on the quivering limb~ of thcif victims," t 
In a note on the Maravdn <, of the Tinnevclly distria, it is 
recorded t that "to thi~ class belonged most of the 
Poligars, or feudal chicftdin s. who disputed with the 
English the pos~cssion of TinncveJly during the last, and 
first years of the present (nineteenth) century. As 
feudal chiefs and heads uf a numerous class of the 
population, and one whose chardctcnsttcs were eminently 
adapted for the roll of followers of do turbulent chIeftain, 
bold, active, enterpri~JOg, cunning- dnd cdpric iolls, this 
class constituted themselves, or were constituted by the 
peaceful cultivators, their protectors in time of bloodshed 
and rapine, when no central duthority, cdpdble of keeping 
the peace, existed. H ence arose the systems of Desha 
and Stalum Kava!. or t he guard of a tract of country 
comprising a number of vd ldges ag"in~t open marauders 
in armed bands, and the gUdrd of separate viJlage~, their 
houses an~ crops, against !:.ccret theft. The feudal chief 
r~ived a contribution from the area around his fort in 

- -- - ---
• lI:.lniHhoiw. 
f Ln. kap bht.1 Pi11a1. The! 1'.01115 llc:hlccn Hunc.ir£o \ c'anll/:o. 1904-
f :Maoual or the TiDnc~£lIy distrIct, 11119. 
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c6nsideration of pmtcotion afforded against armed inva M 

sian. The Malavar., are chiefly the agricultural servants 
or sub-tenant!. of the wealthier ryots, under whom they 
cultivate, receiving do ... hare of the crop. An increasing 
proportion of thi" C.l"te are becoming the ryotwari owners 
of Jand by purchase from the original holders." 

Though the J\Tan\vcin!), Mr Francis writes,- .. are 
usually cultivdtof'i, they Me 50me of them the m{'lst 

exper t cattl c- lifters to the Presidency. In Madurd. they 
1 nave a pdrtictl\al i) ingeniou., method of I emoving cdttle 

The actudl thief steals the bullock<. dl night, and drives 
them dt a g<dlop for ~ alf <I dOLen mile,>, h..tnds them over 
to a confederate, and then returns and establIshes an 
ailbt. The confeder.ue takes them on another c;tage, and 
does the Sdmr A third and a fourth m,m keep them 
moving- all that night. The next dd.y th e.y are hidden 
and rested, .md thereafter they d.rc drive'l by tas cr 
stages to the hdb north of Madura, where their horns 
cl.rc cut and thelT brand!> <·t1tered, to preven t them from 

bemg rt:cogniscd fhey uTe then often sold at the great 
Chlttrdi c,lttle fair in Madura town In "'ome papers 

read In GO, No. 535, JUdiCicl.l, dd.ted 29th March 1899, 
it was shown th<.lt, though, <J,ccordtng to the 1891 census, 

the Mdr.Lvans formed only 10 per cent of the population 
of the district of Tinnevelly, yet the;) had commit ted 
70 per cent of the dacoities which have occurred in that 
district in the prevIous five years. They have recently 
(1899) figured prominently in the dnti-Shanar riots in the 

same district, " (See Shanan.) 
"The Maravans," Mr. F. S, Mullaly writes, t j, furnish 

nearly the whole of the village polict (kavilgars, watch­
men), robbers and thieves of the Tinnevelly district. , 

• MR,lras CcnslJ~ J.l.el)olt, 1901. 
t N Ole~ on Crullinal C~aac. of the Madru l'n:Sldeney. 



Very often the th ief and the watchman are one and.the 
same individual. The Maravans of the present time. of 
course, retain only a !; hcldow of the power which their 
ancestors wieldt::d Imdcr the poligd.rs, who commenced the 
kavil system. Still the Marava of to-day, clS a member 
of a caste which is numerou .. and influential, as a man of 
superior physique and bold independent spirit, thief and 
robber, village policeman and detect ive combined-is an 
immense PO\\'(,T in the },md." 

It is noted, In the Madrd.~ Police Report, 1903, that 
"a large !.cction of the populdtiun in TlOncvelly-the 
Maravans-arc crimm .. l by lJrpdilcction ,Ind training. 
Mr. Longden's effort!; hJ.ve been dIrected to the suppres­
sion of a beld old cuSLOm, by which the police we're in 
the habit of .:!ngaging the help of the Mclravans them­
selves in the detection of crime. The nawr.!l result was 
a mass of false evidence and false charges. am}. worst 
of all, cl polic(' indebted to the M<lr<lv<tn, \"ho was certain 
to have his quid /n 6 o '1110. This method being discoun­
tenanced, and the statIon-house officer being- deprived of 
the aid of his tuppd.n.., (men who pn)vld '::! a clue), the former 
has found himself very much at sea, and, until sounder 
methods can be inculcated, will fail to !>hnw successful 
results. Still, even a failure to detect i<.; better than a 
police in the hand!:> of the Md.rdVaO'i. " Further informa­
tion concerning tuppu~uli. ur clue hi re, will be found in 
the note on Kall.ll, c:.. 

From a very interesting note on the Maravans of the 
Tinnevell} district. the following extract is taken. - H On 
the principle of setting a thief to c<ltch a thief, Maravars 
are paid blackmail to ket'p their hands from picking and 
stealing, and to make restitution for any thefts that may 

• Tinnel'elly. belnl: an .... e:ounl vf the dl~l<1cl, the peol'lc:. and the: millioa.li, 

r..sOQ Fi~1d, 1897 
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'P0~sibly take 'place, nDtwithstanding the vigilance of the 
watchmen . (A SUIt has been known to be instituted. in 
a Munsiff\ Court, for failure to make restitution for theft 
after receipt of the kudikaval money.) As a matter of 
fact, no robberies on a large scale can possibly take place 
without the knowledge, connivance, or actual co-operation 
of the Kavalgars. People living in coumry places, remote 
from towns, arc entirely at the mercy of the Maravars, 
and every houc;choJdcr or occupier of a mud hut, which 
is dignified by being cdlicd a house, must pay the 
Marav<lfs half a [anam, wh ich is equal to one anna eight 
pies, yearly. Those who own c,utlc, and there are few 
who do not, must pay nne f~nam a ye,lT. At the time 
of the harve<;t. it is the CUStom in Southern Inoia for an 
enemy to go and reap his ant,\gonist's crops as ~hey are 
growing in the field !>. Ht; cines th i~ to bring- mat ters to 
a climax, and to get the right side of hi", enemy, 30 that 
he may be fo rced to come to term!>, rC<l'ion<j.blc or other­
wise. Pos<;e<;",io n is ninc point<; of the law. On occa­
sions such a .. these, which are frect uent, the advantage of 
the empk'yment of Ka\,.dgar'i can readi ly be understood. 
The Maravars arc often true tf) their salt. though some­
times their services c,m be obtained by the highest 
bidder. The plan of keeping kaval, or going the rounds 
like a policeman on duty, i'i. for a village of, say, a 
hundred Marav.us, to divide into tcn st"ctions. Each 
section takes a particular duty, and they are paid by the 
people living within thC'ir range. If a robbery takes 
place, and the v..tlue of the property dnes not exceed ten 
rupees, then thi", section of ten men wi ll each subscribe 
one rupee, and pay up ten rupees. If, however, the 
property lost exceeds the sum of ten rupees, then aU the 
ten sections of Maravars, the hundred men, will join 
logether , and make restitution for the robbery. How 
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they are able to do this, and to r~coup tl1emselves, ,can 
be imagined. Various attempts for' many years haye 
been made to put a stop to this system of kudi -kava1. 
At one time the village (N unguneri) of the chief 
Maravar was burnt down, and for many years the police 
have been on their track, and numerous convictions are 
constantly taking place. Out of 150,000 Maravars in 
the whole district, 10,000 arc proft>ssional thieves, and 
of these 4.000 have been convicted. and are living at the 
present time. The question arises whether some plan 
could not be devised to make hone<;t men of these 
rogues. It has been suggt:~ted that their occupation as 
watchmen should be recognised hy Government, and 
that they shpuld be enlisted as subordinate officials, just 
as some of them are now employed as Talayaris and 
Vettiyans . The villag-es of the Maravars exist 
side by side wit h the other castes, and, as boys and 
girls, all the different classes g row up together, so 
that there is a bond of sympathy and regard between 
them all. The Maravdns, therefore , arc not regarded as 
marauding thieves by the other c1asse!-, J'l,cir position 
in the community as Kavalgars j", recognised, and no 
one actually fears them, From time immemorial it has 
been the mamool (custom) to pay them certain dues, 
and, although illegal, who in Ind ia is prepared to act 
contrary to custom ? The small sum paid annually by 
the villagers is ;n~ignificant, and no one considers it a 
hardship to pay it, when he knvws that his goods are 
in safety; and, if the Maravars did not steal, there 
are plenty of other roving castes (e.g., the Kuluvars, 
Kuravars, and Kambalatars) who would, so that, on the 
whole, ordinary unsophisticated natives, who dwell in 
the country side, rather like the Maravar than otherwise. 
When, however, these watchmen undertake torchligbt 
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dac?ities, amr attack .travellers on the high-road, then 
they are no better than the professional thieves of other 
countries, and they deserve as little consideration. It 
must be borne in mind that, while robbery is the here· 
ditary occupation of the Maravars, there are thousands 
of them who lead strictly honest, upright lives as 
husbandmen, and who receive no benefit whatever from 
the kudi-kaval system. Some. of the most noted and 
carne'>t Native Christian .. hav(' been, and still are, men 
and women of thi.., C.-l.stc and the re-ason seems to be 
that they nevcr do things by hah·es. If they arc 
murdercr'i and robbers, nothing dclunls tnem, and. on 
the other hand. ir they are hOIlt'st men, they are the salt 
of the earth," J am informed t h .lt, when ;L Maravan 
takes food in the hOllse of a stranger, he will s.Jmetimes 
takt' a pinch of earth, and put it on the food before he 
commences his meal. Thi~ act frec '> him from the obliga­
tion not to injure the family which has cntertained him. 

In a note cntilkd Marava jati vcrnanam,· from the 
Macken7ic Manuscripts, it i.., recorded that " there are 
seven ,>ub-divisions in the tribe of the Maravas, respect­
ively denominated Sembunattu. Agauha, Oru-nattu, 
Upukatti, and Kurichikattu. Among these sub-divisions, 
that of the S"'mbunoittu Maravas is the principal one." 
In the Madras Ct'nsus Report, I ~9 1 , the following 
are returned a~ the m 050l importdnt 5oub-divisions;­
Agamudaiyan, Kallan, Karana, Kondaikatti. Kottani, 
Sembanattu, and Vannikutti. Among the Sembanattus • 
(or Sembanadus), the following septs or khilais have 
been recorded :-

Marikka. 

I 
Thanicha. 

Piccha. Karuputbra. 
Tondaman. Katra. 
::;Hrama. 

• Madrll.'l Journ. Ln, S~!ene~ , IV, t1l36. 
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• 
"The Kondayamkottai MaraVa;TS," Mr, F . Fawcett 

writes, - "are divided into six sub-tribes, or, as they caU 
them, trees. Each tree, or kothu, is divided into three 
khilais or branches. These I call septs. Those of the 
kbilais belonging to the "'arne tree or kothu are never 
allowed to intermarry. A man or woman must marry 
with one of a khilai belonging to another tree than his 
own, his or her own being that of his or her mother, and 
not of the father. But marriage is not permissible between 
those of any twO trees or kothus: there are some restric­
tions. For instance. d. branch of betel vine or leaves may 
marry with a branch of cocoanut, but not with areca nuts 
o r dates. I am not jJositive what all the restrictions are, 
but restrictions of some kino, by which marriage between 
persons of doll trees may not be made indiscriminately, 
certainly exist. The names of the tree's or kothus and of 
the khilais or branches, as given to me from the Maraver 
PAdel, a book considered to be author itative, are these-

- - --- -----
Tree. f..othu 

I Pepper vme 

I 
{ Vrrllmudrth.mgrnan. 

Milaku ... Sedhar. 

I ~t::JlIandA . 

I ... { AAMtyar. 
Vett:le ... 1 Betel vme Maruvrdu . 

AIJ.\..hiya Pandiyan. 
I 

... { VantYolll . 
Thennang ... / Cocoanul Vettuvan. 

Natarvendar . 

... { Kd nambhr. 
KoQl:ukham Arec..jl lJUl Anbutran. 

Gautaman. 

... { ~adachl. khang Date'> Sangaran. 
Plchlpillal. 

{ Akhil!. 
Pan&n& Palmyra .. . Lokhamurti. I Jambhuvar . 

• J(>UTII • .MlthfOp. 11m. , Xx..'<.111, 1903. 

1-3 , 
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<I,Unfortunately .am unable to trace out the 
meanings of aU these khilais. Agastya and Gautamar 
are, of course, sages of old. Viramudithanginan seems 
to mean a king's crown-bearer. Alakhiya Pandiyan 
seems to be one of the old Pandiyan kings of Madura 
(alakhiya means beduti ful). Akhili is perhaps intended 
to mean the wife of Gautama, Lokamurt;, the one being 
of the world, and Jambhuvar, a m(mkey ki06' with a bear's 
face, who lived loog, long ago. The common rule 
regulating marnages among BrJ.hmans, and indeed 
people of almost every caste in Southern India, is that 
the proper husband for the gIrl is her mother's brother 
or his son. But this is not so among the Kc.ndayam­
kottai Maravars. A girl can never marry her mother'i 
brother, becau~e they dre of th~ ~ame khilai . On the 
other hand, the children of .1 brother and s ister may 
marry, dnd should do so, if this can be arranged, 
as, though the brother and ~ister are of the same 
khilai, their ch ildren Me not, because the children ot 
the brother belong perforce to that of their mother, 
who is of .a different khilai . [t very often happens 
that a man Ol,l.rries into his father's khilai; indeed 
there seems to be <;ome idea that he should do so 
if po')sible. The children of brothers may not marry 
with each other, d.lthough they are of differen t khilais, 
for t wo brother~ may not marry into the same khilai. 
One of the first things to be done in connection with 
a marriage is that the female relations of the bride­
groom must go and examine the intended bride, to 
test her physical suitability. She should not, as it 
was explained to me, have a Rat foot ; the calf of 
her leg should be slender, not so thick as the thigh ; 
the skin on the throat should not form more than 
two wrinkles; the hair over the temple should ,gtQW 
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crossways. The la!~ is very tmportant." A curl on 
the forehead resembling the head of a snake is of evil 
omell. 

In one form of the marriage rites as carried out 
by the Maravans, the bridegroom's party proceed, on 
an auspicious day which has been fixed beforehand, 
to the home of the bride, taking with them five 
cocoanuts, five bunches of plantains, five pieces of 
turmeric, betel. and flowers, and the tali strung on 
a thread dyed with turmeric. At the auspicious hour, 
the bride is seated within the house on a plank, 
facing east. The bridegroom's sister removes the 
string of black beads from her neck, and ties the tali 
thereon. \.vhile this is being donc, the conch-shell 
is blown, and women indulge in what Mr. Fawcett 
describes as a shrill kind of keening (kulavi idal), The 

. bride is taken to the house of the bridegroom, where 
they sit side by side on a plank, and the ceremony 
of warding off the evil tyc is performed, Further, 

; milk is poured by people with crossed hands over the 
heads of the couple. A feast is held, in which meat 
takes a prominent part. A Maravan, who was asked 
to describe tbe marriage ceremon y, replied that it 
consists in killing a sheep or fowl, and the bringing; 
of the bride by the bridegroom's sister to her bro ther's ; 
house after th~ t~li has been tied. The Kondaikatti 
Ma...'"avans, in somt. places, substitute for the usual golden 
tali a token representing "the head of Indra fastened 
to a buncn of human hair, or silken strings representing 
his hair." " 

In another form of the marriage ceremony, the 
father of the bridegroom goes to the bride's house, 

• F. F •• cett, /«, III. 
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accompanied oy nlS relatiuns, with the following article5 
in a box made of plaited palmyra leaves;-

5 bundle!:. of betel 
:1 I measurt!s of net: 

7 cocoanuts. 
70 plant'lln~ 

7 lumps of }llM\"ery (crude 
sugar). 

21 p1eces of turmeric. 

FloWdS, ~andal paste, etc. 

At the bride's house, these pre~ents are touched 
by those assembled there, and the bo'\( is handed over to 
the bride's father. On the wedding day (which is four 
days afterwards), pClng,l] (cooked rice) is offered to the 
house god earl y in the morning. Later in the day, the 
bridegroom ic; taken in a palanquin to the hou<;e of the 
bride. Betel is presented to him by her father or 
brother The bride genef •. lIly remains within the house 
till the time for tying the tali has dtrived. Tile maternal 
uncle then blrndfolds her with hi ') hand, lifts her up, and 
carries her to the bridegroom. Fou r women stand 
round the contracting co uple, and lXl'Ss round a djsh 
containing a broken cocoanut and a cake three times. 
The bride and bridegroom then spit into the dish, and 
the females set up their shrill keening. The maternal 
uncles join their hands together, and, on receiving the 
assent of those prescnt, the bridegroom's ::. ist~r ties the 
tali on the bride's neck. The tali consists of a ring 
attached to a black silk thread. After marriage, the 
Of silk tali" is, for every ddy purposes, replaced by golden 
beads strung on a string. and the tali used at the 
wedding is OrlCn borrowed for the occasion. The taJi 
having been tied, the pair are blessed, and, in some 
places, their knees, shoulders, heads, and backs are 
touched witb a betel leaf dipped in milk, and blessed 
with. the words" May the pair be prosperous, giving rise 
to leaves like a banyan tree, roots like the thurvi 
(C)"'odon Dactylon) grass, and like tbe bamboli.~, or. 
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the thurvi grass it is said in the Atharwana Veda Of.May 
this grass, which rose from the water of life, which has 
a hundred rootS and a hundred stems, efface a hundred 
of my sins, and prolong my existence on earth for a 
hundred years." 

Still further variants of the marriage ceremonial are 
described by Mr. Fdwcctt, in onc of which" the Brah­
man priest (purohit) hands the uili to the bridegroom's 
sister, who ill turn hand" it to the br idegroom, who ties 
a knot in it. The !>istcr then ties two more knots in it, 
and puts it round the bride's neck. After this has been 
donc, and while the pair drc still sCd.ted, the Brahman 
ties together the little fingers of the right hands of the 
pair, which are interlocked. with a silken lhread. The 
pair then rise, walk thrice round the marriage seat 
(manavanai), and enter the houc;e, where they sit, and 
the bridegroom receIves present from tht" bride's father. 
The fingers are then untied. "Vhdc undergoing the 
ceremony, the bridegrooul wed.rs a thread smeared 
with turmeric tied round the right wrist. It is called 
kappu," 

In the manuscript already quoted, · it is noted that 
,; should it so happen, either in the case of wealthy 
rulers of districts or of poorer common people, that any 
impediment arises to prevent [he complete celebration 
of the marriage with all a ttendant ceremonies according 
to the sacred bOOk .... and customs of the tribe, then the 
tali only i3 sent, and the female is brought to the house 
of her husband. At a sub!>cquent period, even after twO 

or three ch:ldren have been born, the husband sends the 
usual summons to a marriage of areca nut and betel 
leaf; and, when the relatives are assembled, the bride 

• Macltu Joum. Lit. ScieDc~. IV, 1836. 
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and -bridegroom are pl1blicly seated in state under the 
marriage pandal, the want of completeness in the former 
contract is made up; and, all needful ceremonies being 
gone through, they perform the public procesgion through 
the streets of the town, when they break the cocoanut 
in the presence of Vignesvara (Gancsa), and, according 
to the means possessed by the par~ies, the celebration 
of the marriage is concluded in one day. or prolonged 
to twO, three Or four days. The tali, being tied on, has 
the name of katu tali, and the name uf the last ceremony 
is called the removal of the former deficiency. If it so 
happen that, after the first ceremony, the second be 
not performed, then tbe children of such an alliance 
are lig htly regarded amon~ the M tlravas. Should the 
husband die during the contmuance of the firs t relation, 
and before the second ceremony be performed, then the 
body of the man, and dlso the woman are p:aced UpUil 

the same sedt, and the ceremonies of the second marriage, 
according to the customs of the tribe, being gone through, 
the tali is taken off; the woman is considered to be 
a wldow, and can marry with some other man ." It is 
further recorded -l< of the OrumlUu Maravans that .. the 
elder or younger sister of the bridegroom goes to the 
house of the bride, and, to the sound of the conch·shell, 
ties on the tali , and, early on the f{'lllowing morning, 
brings her to the house of the bridegroom. After some 
time, occasionally three or four years, when there are 
indications of offspring, in the fourth or fifth month, the 
relatives of the pair assemble, and perform the ceremony 
of removing the deficiency ; placing the man and his wife 
on a seat in public, and having the sacrifice by fire and 
other matters conducted by the Prohitan (or Brahman); 

• Mill"" ]ourn. LIt. SI:l~D.ce. IV, 1836. 
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after which the relatives sprink1e seshai rice (or 'rice 
beaten out without any application of water) over the 
heads of thp pair. The relatives are feasted and other­
wise hospitably emcrt'lined ; and these in return bestow 
donations on the pair , from on{' fanam to one pagoda. 
The marriage is then finished. Sometimes, when money 
for expenses is wanting, this wedding ceremony is post­
poned till after the birth of tWO or three children. If 
the fi rst husband dies, <lnother marriage is customary. 
Should it so happen that the husband, after the tying 
on of the tdJi in the first illstdncc, dislikes the object of 
his former choice. then the people of their tribe are 
assembled; she is conducted back to her mother's house; 
sheep, oxen, cating-plate, with brass cup, jewels, orna.­
ments, and whatever else she may have brought with 
her from her mother's house, are returned ; and the tali, 
which was put on, is broken off and taken away. If the 
wife dislikes the husband, then the money hc paid, the 
expenses which he incurred iii the wedding , the tali 
which he caused to be bound on her, are restored to him, 
and the woman, taking what~oever she brought with ht:r, 
returns to her mother's house, and md.fries again at her 
pleasure." 

It is recorded, in the Madras Census Report, 1891, 
that "a special custom obtaining among the Marava 
zemindars of TinnevelJy is mentioned by the Registrar 
of that district. It is the celebration of marriage by 
means of a proxy for the bridegroom in the shape of 
a stick, whIch is sent by the bridegroom, and is set up 
in the marriage booth in his place. The tali is tied by 
some one representative of tbe bridegroom, and the. 
marriage ceremony then becomes complete 
Widow ~-marriage is freely allowed and practiced, 
except in the Sembunattu sub~division." II A widow,' 
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Mr: Fawcett writes,' 'I may marry her deceased hus~ 

' band's elder brother, but not a younger brother. If 
she does not like him, she may marry some one 

\ else." 
When a g irl reaches puberty, news of the event is 

conveyed by a washerman. On the si.\. teenth day she 
comes out of seclusion, bathes, and retu rns h()me. At 
the threshold, her future hU"iband's sister is standing, and 
averts the evil cye by waving- betel leaves, plantains, 
cocoanuts, cooked flour pdste (I)uttu), a vesse l filled with 
water, and an iron mca"iure containing rice with a style 
(ambu) stuck in it. The style is remo/cd by the girl's 
prospective sis ter-in-Idw, \\ ho bCcl.ts her wIth it as she 
enters [he house. A feas t is held at the expense of the 
girl's materndl uncle-. who brings a gO<t.t. and ties it to 
a pole at her hou,;!.!. 

Both burial and cremation arc pract:ced by the 
MaraV'dns. The Sembunattu Mamvans of Ramnad 
regard the AgamudaiYdl1s as their servant s, am! the water, 
with which the corpse is washed, is brought by them. 
Further, it is an AgamudaiYAn, and not the son of the 
deceased, who carries the fire -pot to the burial-ground. 
The corpse is carried thither on Ii bier or palanquin. The 
grave is dug by an Andi, never by a Pallan or Paraiyan. 
Salt, powdered brick, and 'iacred asheto are placed on the 
floor thereof, and the corp~e is pldced ~n it in a sitting 
posture. The Kondaiyamkottai Maravans of Ramnad, 
who are stone and brick masons, burn their dead, .and, 
on their way to the burning-ground, the bearers of the 
corpse walk over cloths spread on the ground. On the 
second or third day, lingarns are made out of the ashes, 
or of mud from the grave if tbe corpse has been buried. 
To these, as well as to the soul of the deceased, and 
to the crows, offerings are made. rrOn the sixteenth day .. 
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nine kinds 01 seea·gram ilrc placed over the grave, or the 
spot where the corpse was burnt. -A Pandaram sets up 
five kalasams (brass vessels), and does puja (worship). J 

The son of the deceased, who officiated as chief mourner, 
goes to a Pillayar (Gancsa) ~ hrine, carrying on his head l 

. a pot containing a lig-hled lamp made of flour. As he') 
draws ncar the god, a screen is st retched in front thereof. 
He then takes a few ~tcps backwards, the screen is 
removed, and he worships the god. He then retires, 
walking backward:l. The Il ou r is di stributed among 
those presen t. Presenb of new cloths a re made to the 
sons and daughters of the deceased. In his account of 
the Kondaiyamkottai Maravans, Mr. F<iwcctt gives the 
following aCCOunt of the funeral rites. Ii Sandals having 
been fastened on the feet, tbe corpse is carried in a 
recumbent position, legs fi rst, to the place of cremation. 
A little rice is placed in the mouth, and the re latives put 
a little money into a small vessel which is kept beside 
the chest. The karma karta (rhief mourner) walks tbrice 
round the corpse, carrying- an eartheTl vpssel filled with 
water, in which two or three holes are pierced. He 
allows some water to fall on the corpse, and breaks the 
pot near the head, which lies to the south. No Brahman 
attends thi s part of the ceremony. When he has broken 
the pot, the karma karta must not see the corpse again; 
he goes away at once, and is completely shaved. The 
barber takes the cash which has been collected, and 
lights the pyre. When he returns to the house, the 
karma karta prostrates himself before a lig hted lamp ; 
he partak~s of no fOl)d, ex.cept a little grain and boiled 
pulse and water, boiled with coarse palm sugar and 
ginger. I\ext day he goes to the place of cremation, 
picks up such calcined bones as he rinds, and places them 
in a basket, so that he may some day throw them in 
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wate, which is considered to be sacred. On the eleventh 
or twelfth day, some grain is sown in two new earthen 
vessels which have been broken, and there is continued 
weeping around these. On the sixteenth day, the young 
plants, which have sprouted, a rc removed, and put into 
water, weeping going on all the \\ hile; and, after this 
has been donc, the relatives bathe and enjoy a festive 
meal, after which the karma karta is seated on a white 
cloth, and is presented with a new clvlh and some money 
by his father-in-law and other relat ives who are lJresent. 
On the Jo\cventcenth day takes place the punyaga­
vachanam or purification, elt which the Brahm,," priest 
presides, and the kJ.rma karta takes an oil bath. The 
wood of the pipal tree (FUllS rdl/,"iosa) i ~ never used for 
purposes of cremation." 

Concerning the death ceremonies in the Trichincpoly 
'district, Mr. F. R. Hemingway writes as follows . 
.. Before the corp ... c is removed, the chief mgurner and 
hjs wife take two balls of cow-dung, in which the barbt'f 
has mixed various kinds of grain, and stick them on to 
the wall of the bouse. These are thrown into water on 
the eighth day. The ceremonial is called pattam kat­
tugiradu, or investing with the title, and indicates the 
succession to the dead man's estate. A rocket is fired 
when the corpse is taken out of the house. On the sixth 
day, a pandal (booth) of naval (Eugmia l.mba/ana) 
leaves is prepared, and offerings are made in it to the 
manes of the ancestors of the family. It is removed on 
the eighth day, and the chief mourner puts a turban on, 
and merry-making and dances are indulged in. There 
are ordinarily no mumantaram ceremonies, but they 
are sometimes performed on the sixteenth day, a Brab· 
~n being called in. On tbe return home from these 
Ceremonies, eacb member of the party has to dip his toe 
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into a mortar full of cow-dung water, and the last (Ran 
ha~ to knock it down. " 

Among some Kondaiyamkottai l\Iaravans, a cere­
mony called palaya karmandhiram, or old death 
ceremony, i ~ performed. Some months after the death 
of one who has died an unnatural dCdth, the skull is 
exhumed, and placed beneath a pundal (booth) in an 
open space ncar thC:' vIllage Liba tions of toddy are 
indulged in, and the vdlagers clcmf..c wildly ro und the 
head. The ceremony l,l:.l S over three ddYS, and the 
final death ceremonic:. are th,cn perrol'med. 

For the followmg account of the jclhkattu or bull­
baiting, which is practiced by the Mdr..lVan 5, I am 
indebted to a nOtC by Mr. J H Nelson, "" " This," he 
writes, " is a game worthy of d bold and free people, 
and it is to be regretted th.J.l certain Collec tors (District 
Magistrates) sho uld have discouraged It under the idea 
that it was son1f'what dang-erou!:> The Jelhkattu i'i 
conducted in the following manner, O n d certain day 
in the year, Id.rge crowds of people, eh '('fly males, 
assemble together in the morning in some extem.ive 
open space, the dry bed o f d river perhaps, or of a 
tank (pond), and mdny 01 them may be seen leading 
ploughing bullocks, of "' hlch the sIeck bodies and 
rather wicked eyes Oiffmd clear eVIdence of the extra 
diet they have received for some dGys in anticipation 
of the g reat event. The owners of these animals 
soon bl"gin to brag of their streng th and speed, and to 
challenge all and any to catch and hold them; and in a 
shan time one cf the best beast'> is selected to open the 
day's proceedings. A new cloth is made fast round his 
horn", to be the prize of his captor. and he is then led 

• 'Manual DC the: Madura dl.Uld, 
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out. into the midst of the arena by his owner, and there 
left to himself surrounded by a throng of shouting 
and excited strangers. Unaccustomed to this sort of 
tr'eatment, and excited by the gestures of those who 
have undertaken to catch him. the bullock usually lowers 
his head at once, anJ charges wildly into the midst of 
the crowd, who nimbly rUlI off on either s ide to make 
way for him. His speed being much greater than that 
of the men, he soon overtakes on"! of his enemies and 
makes at him to toss him savagely. Upon this the 
man drops on the sand like a stone, and the bullock, 
instead of goring him, ieap~i over his body, and rushe~ 
after another. The second man drops in his turn, and is 
passed like the first; and, after repeating this operation 
several times, the beast either succeeds in breal~ing the 
ring. and galloping off to hi~ village. charging every 
person he meets on the way, or is at last l.augh and 
held by the most vigorous of his pursuers.... Strange as 
it may seem , the bullocks never by any chance toss 
or gore anyone who throws himself down on their 
approach ; and the only dan~er arises from their acci­
dentally reaching unseen and unheard some one who 
remains standing. After the firs t two or three animals 
have been let loose one after the other, two or three, or 
even half a dozen are le t loose at a time, and the scene 
quickly becomes most exciting. The crowd sways 
violently to and fro in various directions in frantic 
efforts to escape being knocked over; the air is filled 
with shouts, screams, and laughter; and the bulJocks 
thunder over the plain as fiercely as if blood and 
slaughter were their sole occupation. I n this way per­
haps two or three hundred animals arc run in the course 
of a day, and, when all go horne towards evening, a few 
cutS and bruises, borne with the utmost cheerfulnes, 
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are the only results of an amusement which requires 
great r.ourage and agility on the part of the competitors 
for the prizes--that is for the cloths and other things 
tied to the bullocks' horns-and not a little on the part 
of the mere bystanders. The only time I saw this spOrt 
(from a place of safety) I was highly delighted with the 
entertainment, and no accident occurred to mar my 
pleasure. One man indeed was slightly wounded in the 
buttock, but he wa~; quite able to walk, and seemed 
to be as happy as hi5 friend,; ." 

A further account of the jallikat or je1Jicul is given 
in the Gazetteer of the Madufd district. I. The word 
jallikartu literally means tying of ornaments. On a day 
fixed ann advertised by beat of drum!. at the adjacent 
weekly markets. a number of cattle, to the horns of 
which cloths and handkerchief!> have been tied, are 
loo~ed one after the other, in quick succession, from 
a large pen or other enclo!,urc, amid a furious tom· 
tomming and loud shout" from the crowd of assembled 
spectalors. The animals have first to run the gauntlet 
down a long lane formed of country carts, and then 
gallop off wildly in every directiun. The game consists 
in endeavouring to capture the cloths t ied to their 
horns. To do this requires fleetness of foot and 
considerable pluck, and those who are s uccessful are the 
heroes of the houT. Cuts and bruises are the reward of 
those who are less skiltul , and now ;wd again some of 
the excited cattle charge into the on-lookers, and send 
a few of them flying. The sport has been prohibited on 
more than one oc.casion. But, seeing that no one need 
run any risks unless he chooses, existing official opinion 
inclines to the view that it is a pity to discourage a manly 
~u.sement which is not really more dangerous than 
(~bal~ steeple-chasing, or fox-hunting. The keenness 
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of the more virile section .. of the community, especially 
the Kallans (q.v.), in this game is extraordinary, and, in 
many villages, cattle are bred and reared specially for it. 
The best jallikats are to be seen in the Kallan country 
in Tirumangalam, and next come those in Melur and 
Madura taluks." 

"Boomerangs," Dr. G. Oppert wr:tes,. H are used 
by the Maravans and Kallan .. when hunting deer. The 
Madras Museum collection contains three (two ivory, 
one wooden) from the Tanjorearmoury. In the arsenal 
of the Pudukottai Raja a s tock of wooden boomerangs is 
always kept. Their name in Tamil is vaJat tade (bent 
stick)." To Mr. R. Bruce F oote, I am indebted for the 
following note on the use of the boomerang in the 
Madura district. .. A very favourite weapon of the 
Madura country i .. a kjnd of curved throwi::tg-stick, 
having a generd.1 likeness to the boomerang of the 
Australian aborigines. I have in my cO+lection I;wO of 
these Maravar weapons obtained from near Sivaganga. 
The larger measures 241" along the outer curve, and 
the chord of the arc 17t". At the handle end is a 
rather ovate knob 2-t long and It" in its maximum 
thickness. The thinnest and c;mallest pdrt of the weapon 
is just beyond the knob, and measures it" in diameter 
by 1-1" in width. From that point onWaI ds its width 
increases very gradually to the distal end, where it 
measures 2-1" across and is squarely truncated. The 
lateral diameter is greatest three or four inches before 
the truncated end, where it measures I ". My second 
specimen is a little smaller than the above, and is also 
rather less curved. Both a re made of hard heavy wood, 
dark reddish brown in colour as seen through the 

• Madras Journ. Lit. Science, XXV. 
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varnish covering the surface. The wood is said to.be 
tamarind root. The workmanship is rather rude. [ 
had an opportunity of seeing these boomerangs in use 
near Sivaganga in March, 1883. In the morning I came 
across many parties, small and large, of men and big 
boys who were out hare-hunting with a few dogs. The 
parties straggled over the ground, which was sparsely 
covered with low scrub jungle. And. whenever an 
unlucky hare started out near to the hunters, it was 
greeted with a volley of the boomerangs, so strongly 
and dexterously thrown that poor pu'>s had little chance 
of escape. I saw several knocked out of time. On 
making enquiries as to these hunting- parties, I was 
told that they were in observance of a semi-religious 
duty, in which every Maravar male, not unfitted by age 
or ill -health, is bound to participate on a pdfticular day 
in the year. Whether a dexterous Maravar thrower 
could make his weapon return 10 him I could not 
find out. Certainly in none uf the throw,,> observed 
by me was any tendency to a return perceptible. But 
for simple straight shots these boomerangs answel 
admirably. " 

The Maravans bear Saivite ~ectarjan marks, but also 
worship various minor deitie ... , among whom are included 
Kali, Karuppan, M uthu Karuppan, Pcriya Karuppan, 
Mathurai Viran, Aiyanar, and Munuswdmi. 

The lobes of the C6f'i of Marava females arc very 
elongated as the result of boring and g radual dilatation 
during cbildhooc. Mr. (now Sir) F. A. Nicholson, who 
Wii!-S some years ago 5tation~d at Ramnad, tells me that 
the young Maravan princesses u<;ed to come and play in 
his garden, and, as they ran races, hung on to their ears, 
lest .the heavy ornaments should rend asunder the 
~earlobes. 



MKRAVAN 

. It was record~d, .in 1902, that a young Maravan, 
who was a member of the family of the Zemindar of 
Chokampatti, was the first non~( hristian Maravan 
to pass the B.A. degree examination at the Madras 
University. 

The general title of [he Maravans j!, Tevan (god), 
but some style themselves Talaivan (chief), Scrvaikkaran 
(captain). Karaiyald.n (rule r of the coast), or Rayar­
vamsam (Raja'S clan). 

Marayan.-A synonym of Maran. 
Mari.-Mari Or Mdrimanisd.ru is a 'iub-division of 

Holey •. 
Mariyan.-Said to be a sub-division of f(olayan. 
Markandeya.-A ~orr.l of PaJma Sale a .. d Seniyan 

( Devanga), named after the rishi or sag-e Markandeya, 
who was r('markable for his austcritic,> and great age, 
and is also known as Dirgh.1yus (the long-lived). Some 
Devangas and the SdldPu~ claim him a!t" their ancestor. 

Marri (Fuus b£uzga!tJ!lsu),-An exogamous sept of 
Mala and Mutracha. M'arri-gun tct (pond near a fig tree) 
occurs as an exogamous sClJt of Yclnadi. 

Marumakkathayam.-The Malayalam name for 
the law of inheritance through the female line. 

Marvari.-A territorial name, meaning a native of 
M'arwar. At times of census, Marvari has been returned 
as a caste of Jain!:>, i.e., Marv.lrib, who are Jains by 
religion. The Marvaris are enterpnsing traders, who 
have settled in various parts of Southern India, and are, 
in the city or Madras, money-lenders. 

Masadika.-A synonym for Nadava Bant. 
Masila (masi, dirt) ,-An exogamous sept of 

Devanga. 
Masthan.-A Muhammadan title, meanmsr a saint. 

returned at times of census. 
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Mastiga.-The Miistigas are described by the R"v. 
J. Cain" as mendicants and bards, who beg from Gollas, 
MaJas, and Madigas. I am informed that they are also 
known as Mala Mastigas, as they are supposed to be 
illegitimate descendant'i of the Malas, and usually beg 
from them. When engaged in begging, they perform 
various contortionist and acrobat ic feat~. 

Matam (monastery, or religious institution).-An 
exogamous sept of Devanga. 

Matanga.-Matanga Qr Matangi is a synonym of 
Madiga. The Madigas sometime.:; call themselves 
Matangi Makkal u, or children of Matangi, who is their 
favourite goddess. M.1.tangi is further the "amp. of certain 
dedicated prostitutes, whn are respected by the Madiga 
community. 

Matavan.-Recorded, in the Travancore Census 
Repnrt, 190 1, as a name for the Pulikkapanikkan sub­
division of NaYdT. 

Matsya (fish).-A sept 01 Dumb 
Mattiya.-The Ma ttiyd.<; are summed up as follows 

in the Madras Census Report, 190 1. " In Viz;agapatam 
th~se are hill cultivator:. from the Central Provinces, 
who are stated in one account to be a sub-division 
of the Gonds. Some of them wear the sacred thread. 
because the privilege wa"" conferred upon their families 
by former Rajas of Malkanagiri, where they reside. 
They are said to eat WIth Rfinas, drink with Porojas, 
but smoke only with their own people. The name 
is said to denOle workers in mud (matti ), and in 
Ganjam they are apparently earth-workers and labour­
ers. In the Census Report, J 87 r. it is noted that the 
Mativis are i altogether superior to the Kois and to the 

• Ind. Ant.) VIII, ,879. 
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Parjas (Porojas) . . 'f.hey say they sprang from the soil, 
and go so far as to point out a ~ole. out of which 
their ancestor came. They talk Uriya, and farm their 
lands well.' " 

For the following note, I am indebted to Mr. 
C. Hayavadana Rao. The caste is divided into at least 
four septs, named Bhag (tiger), Nag (cobra), Cheli 
(goat), and Kochchimo (tortoi!>c). A man may claim 

. hi s paternal aunt's daughter ill marriage. Girls are, as 
a rule, married after puberty. \Vhen a match is cantem· 
plated, the would-be- husband presents a pot of liquor 
to the girl '... p.:trents. If this is accepted, a further 
present of liquor, rice. and <l pair of cloths, is made later 
on. The liquor is distnbuted among the v;Uagers, who, 
by accepting it, ind rc<ltc thei r consent to the transfer of 
the girl to thf' man, A proces~ion, with Dombs acting 
as musicians, i~ formed, and the girl is taken to the 
bridegroom's villdge, A pandal (booth) ras been 
erected in front of the bridegroom's house, which the 
contracting couple enter on the following morning. 
Their hands are joined together by the pre .. iding Desari, 
they bathe in turmeric water, and new cloths are given 
to them, Wearing these, they enter the house, the 
bridegroom leading the bride, Their rel .. tions then 
exhort tbem to be constant to eath other, and beh&.ve 
well towards them , A fea~t follows, and the night is 
spent in dancing and drinking. Next day , the bride's 
parents are scnt away witn a present of a pair of cows 
or bulls as jholla tonka, The remarriage of widows is 
allowed, and a younger brother usually marries the 
widow of his elder brother. Divorce is permitted, arid, 
when a husband separates from his wife, he giyes 'w ~ 
new cloth and a bullock as compensation. ,}\ .d{..!P.t~ 
'!'"oman may remarry_ 
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By the Mattiyas, and other Oriya castes, the gfioro· 
javai (house son-in-law) custom is practiced. .According 
to this custom, the poorer folk, in search of a wife, work, 
according to a contract, fo .. their future father-in-law for 
a specified time, at the expiration of which they set up 
a separate establishment with his daughter. To begin 
married life with , preo.;cnts are made to the couple by the 
father-in- law. 

The dead are bLlrnt, and the spot where cremation 
takes place is marked by :-oetting up in the g round a bam­
boo pole, to which one of the dead man's rags is attached. 
The domestic pots. which were used during his last ill­
ness, are broken there. Death pollu tion is observed 
for e ig ht days. On the ninth d.-ty, the ashes, mi>..cd with 
water, are cicCtled u}>, and milk is poured over the spot. 
The ashes are sometimes buried in a square hole, which is 
dug to a depth of about three fect. and filled in, Over 
it a small hut 4 1ikc structure is r,li!'ted. A few of these 
sepulchral monuments may be ~Lcn on the !louth side 
of the Pangolm stream on the j eyporc-Malkaligiri road. 
The personal nd.mcs of the Mattiya!> MC OrrCll taken from 
the day of the week on which they arc born. 

Mavilan.-Described, in the Madras Census Report, 
1901, as a small tribe of .,hikdris (hunters) ;:LOd herbalists, 
who follow makkathdyam (inheritance from father to 
son), and speak corrupt Tulu. Tulumar (native of the 
Tulu country), and C r.:r:l gattan (l ion-hearted people) 
were returned a~ sub-division!>. " The name," Mr. H, A, 
Swart writes, "" t'is said to be derived from mavilavu, a 
medicinal herb. I think, however, the rcal derivation 
must be sought in Tulu or Canarese, as it seems to be a 
Canatese caste. These people art: found only in the 
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Cpirakkal taluk of Malabar. Their present occupation 
is basket 4 rnaking . Succession is from father to son, hut 
among some it is also said to be in the female line." 

It is recorded, in the Gazetteer of Malabar, that the 
Mavilons are "divided into Tulu Mavilons and Eda 
Mavilons, and sub-divided into thirty ill am.:;, They are 
employed as mahoLlts (dri vers of elephant!.), and collect 
honey and other forest produce, Their headmen are 
called Chingam (s imham, lion), and thei r huts Mapura." 

Maya16tilu (rascal).-Mayalotil u or Manju lolilu is 
said by the Rev. J. Cain to be a name given by the 
hill Kayis to the Ko)' i!i who live o("ar the Godavari river. 

Mayan.- Rccorded, in the Madras Census Report, 
as a synonym of Kammaian. T ht: Kamsali goldsmiths 
claim descent from Maya. 

Meda, Medara, Medarlu, or Medarakaran.­
The Medaras arc worke rs in bamboo in the Telugu, (.ana~ 

rese, Oriya and Tamil countries, making sieves, boi.skets, 
cradles, mats, f<lns, boxes, umbrellas, and tatt ies (scrcenq) . 
Occasionally ther receive orJers for waste-paper baskets, 
coffin~ for Native Christian children, or cages for pigeons 
and parrots. In fo rmer days they made basket-caps for 
sepoys. They J.re said to cut the bamboos in the forest 
on dark night~, in the belief that they would be damaged 
if cut at any other time. T hey do not, like the Korachas, 
make art icles from the leaf of the date-palm (Ph(E7t.ix). 

They believe that they came from Mahendra.ch~la 

mountain, the mountain of Indra, and the following­
legend is current among them. Dakshudu, the father­
in-law of Siva, went to invite his son-in-law to a 
devotional sacrifice, which he was about to perform. 
Siva was in a state of meditation, and did not visibly 
return the obeisance which Dakshudu made by rai$lng 
his hands to his forehead. Dakshudu became a~gi:y,~ 
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and told his people not to receive Siva or his wife, 'Or 
show them any mark of res}.Iect. Parvati, Siyd,'s wife, 
went with her son Ganapati, against her husband's order, 
to the sacrifice, and received no !>ign of recognition. 
Thereat she shed tear." and the earth opened, and she 
disappeared. She was again born of Himavant (Hima­
layas), and Siva, telling her who she was, remarried her. 
Siva, in reply to he r enquiries, told her that she could 
avoid a further <;eparation from him if she performed a 
religious vow, and gave cahe!' to Brolhmans in a ehata, 
or winnowing bd...,kct. She accordingly mdde a basket 
of gold, "hieh ,",·as not efficacious, because, as Siva 
explained to her, it \.,.a, not plaitctl, dS hamho() baskets 
are, Taking his ::.erpent, S iva turned it into a bamboo. 
He ordered Gdnapati, and others, to become mcn, and 
gave them h i.., trisuJa and g hadd. to work with on bamboo, 
from which they plaited a basket f6r the completion 
of Parvati 's vow. Gan.lpati and the Gdnas remained 
on the Mahendrachala mountdi n, and Jl1arried Gandanra 
women, who bore children to them. EventuaHy they 
were ordered by Siva to return, and , ciS they could not 
take their wives and ramilies with them, they told them 
to earn their livelihood by plaiting bamboo articles. 
Hence they were called Mahendrulu or Medarlu, 
According to another legend,*' Parvati once wanted to 
perform the ceremony called gaurinomu, and, wanting a 
winnow, was at a loss to know how to secure one. She 

asked S iva to proc1.uce a man who could make one, and 
he ordered his rid;ng·ox Vrishaban to produce such a 
person by chewing. Vrishaban complied, and the 
ancestor of the Meciaras, being informed of the wish of 
the goadess, took the snake which formed Siva's necklace, 

• M,nu,1 '!If the Nortb Areot dIstrIct . 
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and, going to a hill planted its head in the ground. 
A bamboo at once sprang up on the spot, which, after 
returning the snake to its owner, the man used for 
making a winno\\>, The snake-like root of the bamboo 
is regarded as a proof of the truth of the ,>cory. 

As among mdny other castes, opprobrious names are 
given to children. For example, a boy, who<;c elder brother 
has died, may be called Pentayya (dung-heap). As a. 

symbol of his being u dung-heal1 child, the infant, as 
soon a~ it i ~ born, i<; placed on a !Cdr-platter. Other 
names arc ThavVd.YYd, or huy bought f.-w bran, and 
Pakiru, mendicdnt In t1 ca<;(" where t1 ma!e child had 
been ill for .... omC month<;, a woman, Lin der the influence 
of th e. deity, ..tnnounccd tbat he \\·as possessed by the 
goddess Ankrtmma The boy accordingly had the name 
of the goddess ('nnferr('d on him. 

The foll owing arc ~omc of the g6tra<; dnd exogamous 
septs of the Mcdards -

(Ii) Gn/HIS. 

Hanumanta (mon\..cy-~od). 
Puh (tlgt!r). 

Thagl:nilu (dr,n\..ln~ walu). 

AVlsa (SU/lflIllU ):111IJdl//III'I1). 

Rela (FI(I's). 
Se&hal ( .. nakc ?). 

Bombarlat (a fi,,11). 

V1n:lyaka (Ganesa). 
Kasl (Senare!». 
Morluga (Bulea fr(J1t(/()sa). 

Kovll.l. (koeJ or cuckoo). 

(0) Ex()~mnous uP/s. 

1'1111 (cat). 
Patvalham (lllouJ1tall1). 
l>u tla (ant hill). 
Kanda (mountain). 
Javadl (clvet-cat). 
Nandikattu (bull's mo,-,th). 

Kanrl lkattu (dhai soup). 
Kottakunda (new pot). 
Pooreh (a bird). 
Kalluri (slone vIUage). 

Nuv\ulu (gmgelly). 
Senagapapu (BltllgaJ gram). 

'["an&' (!>ubscnption) . 

Niia (blue). 
Smgltl (a hill). 
Kanigm (a hill). 

Pothu (male). 
Nagmldu (snake). 
Kola (ear of com). 
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A man most frequently marries his maternal' uncle's 
daughter, les<;. frequently the daughter of his paternal 
aunt. Marriage with a deceased wife's sister is regarded 
with special favour. Marridge with two living sisters, if 
one of them is ,;uffering from d i ~ca"c, i<; common. 

In a note on the Mf!dara<; olthc Vizag,lpatam district, 
Mr. C. Hay,.lVadana Ran write'> that girls arc married 
before or after puberty J\ Brdhman officiate., at the 
marriage ceremonic'>, Widow.:; a rf' ,dlowed to remarry 
once, and the sathamJ.n.:tm (mdrridge bcf.dgc) is tied by 
the new husband on the neck uf rhe bride, who has. as in 
the Guclala ca<;te, to sit nCdt a mortar. 

Formerly all the Mccl,lr.J<; werc S,Li\·itt.:w, but many 
are at the prescnt d.lY Vai..,lmavitc,>, and even the Vaish~ 
navites worshiJ' Siv<i Every I,' mil)' has some special 
person or person" whom they .... ors hip, for example, 
Vlrullu, or boy,> who have died unmarried. A silver 
image is made, and kept in a ba!>h.et. It is laken out on 
festive occa<;ion~ , J.c; before <I lII<lrrj,I{!C in .l family, and 
offerings of milk and rice gruel Me made to it. Bala 
Perant<llu, or g irl s who h , lVC died before m-u-riagc, and 
Perantalu, or women who have died before their 
husbands, arc wOf<;hipJled with fruits, turmeric, ricc, 
cocoanuts, etc. 

Some of rhc Saivitcs bury their dead in a sitting 
posture, while othel's re<;ort to cremation. All the Vaish­
navites burn the dead, d.i"d, like the S,livitcs. throw the 
ashes .into c. river. Th(' place of burmng or burial is not 
as a rule marked by any stone or mound. But, if the 
fam.ily can afford it. a tu1 .. i fort ic; burlt, dnd the tuJsi 
(O,i1Hum san&lum) planted therein. In the Vizagapatam 
district, death pollution is said to last for three days, 
dl;Jrlrtg which tbe caste occupation is not carried out. 
~~ third day, a fowl is killed, and food cooked. / It 

• I. • 
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i~ taken to the spot where the corpse was burnt, on which 
a portion is t hrown, and the remainder eaten. 

The potency of charms in warding off evil spirits 
is believed m. For example. a figure of H anuman thl"! 
monkey~god, on a thin plate of guld, with cabalistic letters 
inscribed on it, is worn on the nc( k. And, on ecl ipse 
days, the root of the md.dar or arka plant (Calotropis 
gigantea), enclosed in d. gold t:asket, is worn on tbe neck 
of females, and on the waist or arrr s of males. Some 
members of this, as of other ca~tes , may be seen with 
cicatrices on tbe forehead, che'>t, back, or neck. These 
are the scars resulting from hranding dur ing infancy wtth 
lighted turmeric or cheroot, to cure inf.'lntil(' convulsions. 
resulting, it is belIeved , from inhaling tobac:o smoke in 
small , ill -ventilated rooms. 

Various legends <lrc current in connection with tribal 
heroes. One McdAra Chennayya j<; said to have f(!u 
some thousands of people with d. potful of ric'!. His 
grandc;on, Medara Thodayya, uc;ed to do basket.making, 
and bathed three times ciJ.i1y. 1\ Br.1hman, afflicted with 
leprosy, lost a calf. In searching for it, he fell into a 
ditch filled with water, in which tbe Mcclard. had bathed, 
and was cured. One Medara Kethayya and his wife 
were very poor, but chantable. In order to test him, 
the god. l swara made grains of gold appear in large 
quantities in the hollow of a bamboo, which he cut. He 
avoided the bamboos as being full of vermin, and useless. 
At some distance, he found dn ant-hill with a bamboo 
growing in it, and, knowing that bamboos growing on 
such a hill will not be attacked by vermin, cut it. In 50 

doing, he cut off the head of a Rishi, who was doing 
penance. Detecting the crime of which he had ~ 
guilty, he cried II Siva, Siva." H is wife, who was .tr:n11 .. 
away. heard him, and, knowing that he must be, i~:.om.. 
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trouble, went to the spot. He asked her how he was to 
expiate his sin, and she replied. ' f You have taken a 
tife, and must g ive one in return. ' I He thereon prepared 
to commit suicide, Lut his wife, taking the knife from 
him, was about to ~acrifice herscl! when I swara. appeared, 
restored the Rishi to life, and took J"H:dara Kethayya 
and his wife to heaven. 

As among many other ca~te'!' . the sthambamuhur~ 
tham (putting lip the post) ceremony is performed when 
the building of a new hou~e i::;. commenced, and the deep­
arathana (lamp-woT.!> hi p) bclofC it i~ occupied. In every 
settlement there i:- a K ulapcddo., or hereditary caste 
headman, who ha<" among uther thing~, the power of 
inflicting fines, sentencing to excommunication, and in­
flicting punishment .. for ddultery, eat ing with members 
of lower ca~tes, etc. Excommunicdtion is a real punish­
ment, as the culprit is not allowed to take bamboo, or 
mess with hi !:> formercastemen. In the Ki !:>tna and Goda­
vari districts, sel iou .... disputes, which the local panchayat 
(council) cannot decide, arc referred to the headman at 
Masulipatam, who at present is a na tive doctOl. There 
are no trials by ordeal. The usual form of oath is 
"Where ten are, there God is. In his presence I say." 

When a girl reaches puberty, she has to sit in a room 
on five fresh palmyra palm leaves, bathes in turmeric 
water, and may nl)t tat salt. If there is " leg's pre­
sentation ., atchildbirt;, the infant's maternal uncle should 
not hear the infant cry until the s hanti ceremony has 
been performed. A Brahman recites some mantrams, 
and the reflection of the infant's face is first seen by the 
uncle from the surface of oil in a plate. \Vidow remar­
riage is permitted. A widow can be recognised by her 
nOt wearing the tali, gazulu (glass bangles), and mettu 
.('jl~ ring on the second toe). 



The lowest castes with which the M~dara5 will eat 
are, they say, Komatis and Velamas. Some say that 
they will eat with Satanis. 

In the Coorg country, the Medaras are said to subsist 
by umbrella-making. They are the drummers at Coorg 
festivals, and it is their privilege to J eecive annually at 
harvest-time from each Coorg hou<ie or their district 
as much reaped paddy a., thcy can bind up ~ ith a rope 
twelve cubit!> in length. They dtes,> like tbe Coorgs, 
but in poorer style.· 

It is recordC'd by Bi<;;bop Whiteht>ad t that, "in 
Mercara taluk, in Ipp<mivo1av.-tde, and in Kadikeri in 
Halerinad, the villagers '>acri'i c{' a kOna or male buffalo. 
Tied to a tree in d g loomy gl'OVC ncar the temple, the 
beast is killed b} a Med..t, who cuts off It e., head with a 
Jarge knife, but flO Coorgs arc prescnt at the time. The 
blood is spi lled on a stone under a tree, and the nesh 
eaten by M edas." 

At the Census, 190 1, Gauriga Wel ... returned as a s'Jb· 
caste by some Medara<;. The better classes are taking 
to call themselves Balljas, and affix the title Chetti to 
their names. The Godagula workers in split bamboo 
sometimes call themselves Odde (Oriya) Medara.+ 

Meda (raised mound).-An exogamous sept of 
Padma Sale. 

Medam (fight) .-An exogamous sept of Devanga. 
Mehtar.-A few Mehtars arc returned, in the 

Madras Census Report, '901, 'is a Central Provinces 
caste of scavengers. "This name," Yule and BumelJ 
write,§ .. is usual in Bengal, especially for the domestic 

• G. Ril:htCl Manual DfCDDq~. 
t Mad,., Museum Dull., V, J. 190t. I 
1 For portlon5 of thl~ ,,'lIcle J am indebted to a note by Mr. J. D. s..-ueL. 
, Hobaon.JQbaon. 
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servant of this class. The word is Pers., compo mihtar 
(Lat. major), '-l great personage, a pri nce, and has been 
applied to the c1ac;s in question in irony, or rather in 
consolation. But the name has so completely adhered 
in this application, that all <;en ... c of either irony or coo­
solation has perished. Mehtar l.., a "weeper, and nought 
else. His wife is [he Matr<tnee. It i., not unusual to 
hear two Mehtar .. h'lilmg each other as Mah<1raj I" 

Meikaval (body-guurd of the !(od).-A name for 
Pa~darams. 

Mekala (goah).- Rccordcd 'is an exogamous sept 
of Boya, Chenchu, Golla, Kamma, KJ.pu , Togata, and 
Yclnadi . Nerigi Mckala (a kmd of goat ) is a further 
sept of Yclnfl.cli, 

Mekhri.-A sub-divisioll (If Ncivayat Muhamma­
dans. 

Melachcheri.-A cl .... ,,<., of Muhammadd.ns in the 
Laccadive Islands (""t' Mappilld). 

Meladava.-Dancin~-glrJ.., ;n -';outh Canara. 
Melakkaran.- Conc('rning the Melakkar;lns, Mr. 

F. R. H eming\\ay \\·ritcs as foJlows .:!r "The name 
means musicians, and, as far <t'5 T nnjore is concerned, 
is applied to two ab..:;olutely distinct castes, the Tamil 
and TeJugu Melakkarans (of whom the latte r are barber 
musicians). T hese two will not cat in each other's 
houses, and theIr \ iews about dining with other castes 
are similar They sa) they would me!.s (in a separate 
room) in a VelJillan's house, and would dine with a 
Kallan, but i ~ is doubtful whether any but the 10wer 
non-Bra.hman communit i(.s would eat with them. In 
other respects the two castes are quite different. The 
fanner speak Tamil. and, in most of their customs, 

" GuettCtl of the TUlJorc di. trict. 

, 
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~ .. mble generally the VellAlans dnd other higher 
tTamil castes, while the latter speak TtJugu, and foHow 
'domestic practice!. similar to those of the Telugu Brah­
mans. Both are mu~icians, The Telugus practice 
only tbe musician's art or periyamelam (band composed 
of clarionet or nagaSc:l.ram, pipe, drum, and cymbals), 
having nothing to do \o,.ith d.lncing or dancing-girls, to 
whom the chinnamelam or ndutch music is appropriate. 
The Tamil caste provide", or has ddoplt'd dll the dancing­
girls in the district. The daughters of these women 
are generdlly brought up ttl their mother's profession. 
but the daughters of the mcn of the lomm'_miry rarely 
nowadays become dancing-gill'), but <lrc ordinarily mar­
ried to members of the Crl<; t e. The Td.mil M{lakkarans 
perform both the penYdmclJ.m and the nautch mu!>ic. 
The latter consists of vocal mU~lc performed by d chorus 
of both !:.e"es to the accomp.Lniment of the pipe and 
cymbals. The da!>s who perform it dre-called Nattu· 
vans, and they d.rc the instructor!:. of the dancing-women. 
The periyamelam alway!:> finds d place at weddings, but 
the naut::h is a luxury. Nowaday .. the better musicians 
hold themselves aloof from the dancing-women. Both 
castes have a high opinion of their own social standing. 
Indeed the Tamil section say they are really KalJans, 
Vellalans, Agamudaiyans, and so on, and that their pro­
fession is merely an accident. " The Vairavi, or temple 
-servant of Nattukuttai Chettis, mu'>t be a Meiakkaran. 

MelIikallu.-Under the name Mellikallu or Mal· 
lekalu, seventy.!>ix individuals are returned, in tht: 
Madras Census Report, 1901, as" hill cultivators in 
Pedakota village of Viravalli ta.luk of the Vizagapatam 
Agency, who are reported to constitute a caste by them~ 
'selves. They pollute by touch, have their own pri~j 

--nd eat pork but not beef."' 
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Melnidu.-Melnadu, or Melnatar, meaning western 
country, is the name of a territorial sub-division of 
Kallan and Shanan. 

Melu Sakkare.-A name, meaning western Sak­
kare, by which Upparas in IVI} ,>ore style themselves. 
They claim de<;cent from a mythical individudl, named 
Sagara, who dug the Bay of Bengal. Some Upparas 
explain that they work in <oalt. whIch i" morc essential 
than sugar, and thdt Mel Soikkara means supenor 
sugar. 

Meman.-More th<\o thice hundred members 
of this Muhamm.!dan class of Bomhay tCdders were 
returned at the Madr.ls Ccosu,>, 1901 It is Iccorded, 
in the Bombd)' Ga7ctteer, thrlt mdny Cuteh Memans 
arc prospcll11g as trader.... in Kurrathce, Bombay, 
the Malabar CCdS!, Hyderabacl, Mcldrds, Calcutta. and 
Zanzibar. 

Menasu (pepper or chlilic<;).-An exog<lmous sept 
of Kuruba, and gutra or Kurnl. 

MenOkki (overseer) - Mcnokki and MenOki have 
been returned, In [he Trdvancorc <lnd Cochin Census 
Report<;, as <\ sub-Jivl!:>ion or NdYdrs, who Me employed 
as accountants in tenlple<, . The n..tOle i!i derived from 
mel, above, nokki, rrom nokkunnu to look dfter. 

MenOn.-By \Vlgrdm,· Mt:'non is defined as lIa 

title ori.ginaUy co.nferred by the Zamorin on his agents/ 
and wnters. It IS no .... used by all c1d.sses of Nayars. 
In Malabar, the village karnam (accountant) is caBed. 
MenOn." In Ihe Travancore Census Report, I901, 
MenOn i~ said to be "a contraction of Menavan (a 
superior person) The title was conferred upon several 
families by the Raja. of Cochm, and corresponds to 

• Malabar Law :IIW CViIOIll. 
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Pillni down south. As soon as a person was made a ' 
Menon. he wa<; presented with an ala (pa{~yra leaf for 
writing on) and an iron style, as symbolical of the office 
he was expected to fill . i.e., of an accountant. Even 
now, in British Malabar, each amsham Or revenue 
village has a writer Or accountant, \\ ho is called 
Menon." Mr. F. Fawcett writC's" that" to those of 
the sub-clan attached to the Zamorin who were suffi ­
ciently capablc [0 e.lrn it, he g.wc tile ti tular honour 
Menon, to be u!'>cd cl!> dO <lffi, [0 the namC'. The title 
Menon is in p:eneral hcredltd.rY, but. be it remarked, 
many who now u~e it Me' not entitled to do so. Properly 
speaking, only tho";c whose inve<,tllUfC by the Zamarin 
or some other rccogn llcd ch ic! j" u'1dl ">purcd, and their 
descendant<; (in the female Ime) may use it. A man 
known to me was tnve<;ted With the title Menon in 
1895 by the Karimpuzha chief. who, in t he presence 
of a large d.<;..,cmbly, ..,ald t hrice ' From this da.,.' forward 
I confer on Kri"hndn Neiyar the title of Krishna Me­
nOn.' No\\adays be it ',<lid, the title Menon is used 
by Nayars of clans other than tbe Ak.:l.ttu Chama." 
Indian undergradu<lte"i at the English Universities, 
with names such a, Kri~hna Menon, Raman Menon, 
Ramunni Menon, arc known as Mr. Menon. In the 
same way, Marcltha student~ arc called by their titular 
name Mr. Ran. 

Mera.-A sub-division of Holeya. 
Meria.-At the Madra'i Census, 1901, twenty-five 

individuals returned themselves as Meria or Merakaya.. 
They were descendants of persons who were reserved 
for human (Meriah) sacrifice, but rescued by Government 
officials in the middle of the last century. . 

• M"dru Mluellm Bull. III, 3. f901. 


