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PREFACE. 

IN consequence of the time that the careful compila

tion ot an Index will take, and other circumstances, the . 
Author has been induced to j!'sue the Second Volume in , . 
two parts. This will be attended with grc~f ~Jditional ex

pense to the Author; but, ill considcrnti4:oi the numerous 

observers, now fortunately scattered over the country, who 

are anxious for the early appearance of the 'Vork, the 

Author has not grudged it. 

The concluding part will, he hopps, be issued in a few 
• 

months. 
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THE BIRDS OF INDIA. 

Sub-fIUTI. TIMALIS£, B:lbbling Thrushes. 

Syn. Cratl'ropodintl!, Swnills.-Timalida, Bonap.-Uotricltulce, 
Caban., and Van Hoeven (in part). 

Legs and feet stout ano. large; bin vnriOlls in form and it!llglll, 

almost alw ays COJTJflressed, usually notciled; wings short find 

rounded; tail largish, gnwuntcd; plumage often lax. 
TillS family presents n large assemblage of birus of divcl1IC and 

varied aspect; some with short and thick bills; a few with 1000g 

and curved beaks; others with this organ moderate nud Thrush-like. 

In fllet, we have represented here, as rar as the beak is concerned, 
Thrushes, Shrikes, Jays, Finehes, T itmice, and Tree-creepers, 
Their most characteristic felltut'cS arc their strong leg'S and feet. 
combined with a short rounded wing, and a compressed hill. 
Their colors arc usually plain and sombre, in one group vII.ricd 

with some richer tints. Their haLi!..'! correspond with their struc· 
turnl details. They arc mostly 80cilll, or even gregarious; they 
arc a good deal on the ground, on which they hop vigoTou9ly, or 
climb with facility through tangled thickets or reeds; aod their 
food is both insects, fruits, and grain. The majority of those, 
with whose habits we are familiar, lay blue eggs. The sexes 

rarf.'ly differ, if at all, and the YOllng aTe clothed much as the 
parent. birds, only somewhat duller. The greater number of the 
species, as at present rec06nized, nrc Asiatic, chiefly from India 
and Malayana; and it is only of lute years t hat most of them 

have been made known to science. They extend through the 
E astern Ish~s to Australia and New Zealand; several arc African; 
and p9ssibly many birdlJ of the New Continent may be found to 
usociate naturally with the birds of this group. 

SWaiD80n was the first naturAlist who seized on theiL' peculi· 
arities of structure, a.nd named them Crateropodince, a nallle which 
perhaps ought to be retained. BOna}larte, in his Conspectus, 
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separated them, some of them being placed ns a sub-fo.mil v. 
, > 

Timalintl':, of his Malurhlte; anu ot.htrs in the Ptilurli!lltcl,illC2, Ii 

sub-family of the Gat'1'Ulidte, or JIlY~. Lnttt:dy, huwever, lIe fully 
rcc.ognized the extent of the glonp. so fu as to locate in l1i9 
family, 1'imalidte, most of the birds now usually }llnc~d here; 
but he included in it lllllny of the short-legged ·l1Lru~hes. 

Bracll.lIPodiml!; and, with mute justice', I consider. the group 
of :Mocking-binb, or American short~winged Thru",h~s. Bl) til, 
in his Catalo:plc, al~o classed them much as the Plince 
furmclly did; but now nearly adopts the group as defined by 
Grny and IIolbiic!u, with ~ome additions .• This natur,tiist !lIsa 
is inclined to I,bee the diminuti\'c, sllOl't-\\ in).:ed warblers, such 
as DJ'ymoica, PJillia, &C'I with the BJ.bblcrs; but I prefer class
in~ t}lClU as a type uf the Syb:iad<p, 

Taking all their characters and habi ts into consideration, I fully 
agree with Gray and B!)rsfield in their yiews ru! to the extent of 
this family; but I believe that mnny other forms, not usuall," 
associated with this family, also belong here, some of which wiil, 
be pointed Ollt in tlw proper place. As we nppronch the limits 
of the ,p-oup on either side, there are of COUr5(} a /\'w forms who~c 
pIdce is not Sl) clear or marked; and one or 1l10l't\ han~ ueen phcce! 
in the nexl family, the Bracltypndidl1!; amI this \\ e e,m easily undl'r
stand (as the two groups npplOnch each other, if they do not actu
ally Hnite,) witlwut agreeing with the Prince of Cimino, and pbcing 
tho short-Ieggcu TIlTa~hcs. of strict arboreal ll'lhits, with these 
strong-legged and active clamberers, and J!l'Ound bil ds. A few of 
this family al~() appronch the ~V!li()Jhel';l/(c, alld sevel nl of t.he smaller 
members of the Timnlia scction wcre e!.\s~ed by Tcmminck under 
his 80mcwhnt il ctcrogeneous Myio'!!1;!'/,a. Some of the forms of 
tllis family nlso approach thc I.eiotricliiml! i they arc classed 
together by certain forci~n OrnitllOlogists; and onc, or more geuer. 
h:4ve been bandied b!:'twl!en the two groups by other writ~rs. 

BOlluparte divides -the Timalidil! (excluding the Bulbuls) into 
Lintricllind!, Ga,.rulacin<p, CraJeropodiTuE, MimintP, and Timalmt1!. 
1 shall divide them, witbout bestowing any di!ltinct name, or 
defining the limits of e1l.ch very. closely, into the following sections: 
18t, the thick billed, or Finch-thrushes; 2nd, the Jay-thrlllhce 
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and Shtike-babbletll; 3rd, the Quaker and Wren-babblers; 4th, 
the Creeper-thrusbes; 5th, the Laughing-thrushes; 6th, the true 
llabblers; und lastly, the Reed-thrushes. 

Although the series, ns herp. giYen, is not unbroken, I think 
tllat it presents the altinities, inte1' 8t, of the various sections pretty 
closely; alId the two mo~t abnormal groups arc here placed eaoh 
on the confines of the family. \Vit1 regard to their external relation!'., 
1 think, that whilst they perhaps join the Tir.s, and Liflfn'cldnO!, 
through Sutlwra and the Alcippe group, on the other side they are 
111ldoubtcdly connected to the 'Y lll'blers through some of the Reed· 
thrushes, such as F,iurycel'cu8 and Sclucn.icoia, and they join the 
true Thnlshes by the :Mocking Thrushes of America. 

lst. The thick-billed, or FinclHhrushes, (Pararioa:ornithinO!, Gray.) 
There In!s been comiderable diife rflDee of opinion as to the 

affinities of these very curious binh. Mr. Gould, who founded 
the typical gcnus, contentg himself with callmg it a parndoxieal 
hilt\. Gray places the smaller forms with the Parinre, and the 
lnl"g'cr ~Il Ol€' Frillyillid(1!, next Phyfofoma. Bonap:lttc, likcwise, in 

hi s tJoll~peetus, das~ed thcm among thc Finches, hut subsequently 
admitted their alliance with the 'l'imalinr£, associating them 
with L eiothri:c, ami thllS futlned the sub·family, Liotricllinll!, 
in which, moreuver, hc placetl Conoatoma. Hodgson consiJered tIle 

la,ger ones nearly allied to Conostm'''l, an undoubted member of 
this. family; and Blyth, whilst placing them ill tlla ParidfJ! (as 
does Horsfield), also admitted the relationship to C01lQBtoma; nhd 

he is now inclined to dass them: ncar the Timalint:e. Tiekell doc! 
not allow thf'ir affinities for thill family, and calls them Fringillideous. 
Pulting aside thc bill, the structure in every other respect is quire 
Crateropodine. The strong legs and feet, the rounded wing, the 
long grruJu::t.ted tail, the la.x plumag-e, aU agree with the charncten 
oC t.his family; whi1.% the Lill, (on wllich ao much atress is laid by 

8Ome, to the exclusion of e .. "ty other jea.ture,) as already noticed, 
varies greatl.r in this family; and here it i.s reduced to a minimum 
in shortness, and a maximum in depth and width. Corw8wma, 
Pyctorid, and !lome other genera, foreign to India., approach it ill 
these POillUJ, and make an easy transition to the more ordinary 
form of bellk . 



BIRDS, OF INDIA. 

GCl'I, PABADOXOltl'lIS, Gould. 

Syn. &/tllyrltyllcflU!J, l\1cLell.-Ileteromorplta: Hodgson (partly). 
Cha,..-Dill short, stont, liS high lit the hase /is long; culmen 

mU(,h curved, compressed on th~ sides, blunt, sinuakd on the 
lD1ll'gin; nostrils small, round, concealed hy setaceOU9 feathers; 
rictus ",ith Ii f{'IV sl(;ll(kr \,ri,ties; wings feeble, rounded, d ie 6th 
quill long('st, the foUl first gl/lduated; tail long, firm, graduated j 
legs and feet very stout; tnlsllS neatly entire; lateral toes cquul; 
hind toe and dall larg.·, claws all freely curved j the middle toe 

not much elongated ; plumage soft and lax. 
The bird~ eOIn!,o.,jng this curious genus differ some ..... hat in the 

fOfm of the bill and win\!, and one of them has be-cn classed 

separately by Gray j but I think that, with the exception perhaps of 
HetuOfllQII'!'"' they lang-to better togethm than if enel l peculi!!l ity is 
madu to con <;litut~ a sub-genus. The Jlrc~ent genus is characterized 
by the deep sinuation of ·thc tomire of the mandibles. 

373. Paradoxornis flavirostris, GOUJ.D. 
P. Z. S" 1836, 17-Hop.&F., Cat. 609-GOULu, leones, pl. 1.

Birds (If A"ia, P,ut VI., pl. 8.-nathyrhynchus brevirostrit., 
Mcl.ELLAND. 

Tng Y I~LLOW-DTLl,:CD Fnocn-TuRusH. 
1)eacr.-AboH' , tIle head :lnd llind neck pnle rufous; l,ack, 

wings. and hlll, dull olive-brown; chC!eks and thlont. white, with splall 

black spots j cnr-"overts and a glll:!.r bond, b1.lck; bene,lth, pale 
caltily 11Ife'ct-li t. One (femaie) specimen wants the black gular 
baml, hud 11,I S lllC! Wilitc I)f the lowel pJ.rts rufescent-white, with 

some browLi spot'! on tbe throat and breust. 
Bill hrigll t yellow; leg'! plumbeous; irides I ed brown. Length 

8~ inche!; Wlllg 3t; tail 3! j Lill at front i, nearly as deep at the 
base; tarSus ITt: 

I have only procured thi~ vcry interesting bird on the Khasia 
Ilills, at /itl c!e\'lltlOn of above 5,OUO feet.. in a pine wood, and 
found tl'!1t it had pal'takcn of varioas seeds. There. were two or 

three young hilds in company v.ith the parents, one of which I 
also shot, and found that it closely l'el!embled the old birds in 

pluma;;e. They were ather ~hy, though they did .not conceal 
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themselves in the manner of the Gu.'·'·lllaz group, hut flew (rom 

tr("e to tree. McLellAnd obtained his only epeoimen in .A..sam. 
very probably on the Kha9ia hills; and Hodgson has also procured 

it in the Sil..him Terai, n.od Nepal. 

374. Paradoxornis gularis, HORSFIELD . . 

HORsrIELD, MSS.-·rxUAY, Genera of birds. pl. 94, f. 2-
GOULD, Birds of Asia, Part V I. , pI. 10 -Po caniccps, BLYTH

'Heteromorpha., apud BI.YTH, Cat. 528-HoRSF., Cat. 612-

Cltongto-l,hep-pll.O, Lepch. 

TilE ROARy-n~An:E.D FINCIl~TBRUSR. 

D t8cl".-Abovc fUrC'>c('nt brown j head pure grey, with a blacJ.: 
superciliary line, .commencing with the nostrils j beneath white, 
with the chin black. 

Bill yellow; legs and feet plumbeous j the claws pale; irides 

light brown. Length G inches; wing 3i; clli 3; bill at front l 
ioeh nf.>.1I1y j tarsus 1. The wing in this species is IJrf)!,ortionally 
lonber, and tht! hind toe is VCly lllrge. 

1 plOcmed L1i~ bird at D.lrjeelin~, where, however, it is rare, 
and it is found at from 3,000 to 6,000 feet of elevation. It 1a! 
ulso 'been sent frOID Boohm. 

375. Paradoxornis ruficeps, BLYTH. 

J. A. S, XL, 177, and XII.. JOlD, with a figure-HonsF.! 

Cat. 61l-Heteromorpha, apud BLYTH, Cat. 527-GltAY Genera 
of Birds, pI. 94, f. I-GOULD, Birds of Asia) Part VL, pI. 11.
Clwnglo--phfp·pho, Lepch. 

TIlE RED-llE,\.D'ED FINCH-THRUSH. 

Hend, cheeks, ear-coverts, nape, and sides of neck, bright 

rufous; the rest of the upper plumage olive-brown, darker. and 
tinged with rufous on the wings; beneath, white, a little sullied 
with fuivescent on the neck I$lld flanks. 

Bill, with tlH~ upper mandibl~. horny brown, the lower one pale 
yellowish; leg'! plurubeous; irides red brown; orbitar skin pale 

blue. Length about 7, inches; wing 3t; tail 3t; bill at fwni t 
iQch, tth deep j tarsus above 1 inch. 
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Thill species differs 8omE" whllt from fhC' two IR~t by its lc~s com
pr('~scd Lill, which iB iJ~o it'ss sinuated at the )argin; and Blyth, 
At one time, cl,lssed it as a Heteromorp/ld. G~, moreo"'er, sepa

ratc!> it from Par-adQzornte, applOpriatibg for it McLelland's name 

of BathycltJlllCl1U8. 
It is found in thr- hilly regions of Nepal, Sikhim, Bootsn, tlle 

Khasia hills, c:-.tcnding into Arrakan. 1 have procured it both aL 

Dmjceling, lind on the Khasia hills, and found it in deuse bamboo 
j\l"glc, fceding on the seeds which ripcncu this year (1862) over 
a large extent of the lulls. " ' hilst feeding on the bamhoos, in 
~mltll p:l.ttjc~, it did not ShUll ob~crvJtjOIl, but on being followed 

soon conc(!..Ilcd it~clf. Tickcl! saw this bild at Ging, nellr Darjcel
in~, at!!! founo. it feeding on grain, maile, rice, and buck-wheat . 
.. It perches," says that naturalist, "on the top of hi~h trees, as wl'il 
as bushes, when off its feed, and in fact SllOWS nothing, in its man
ners, of the thicket-loving, skulking habit ')f tile Crateropm/illes." 
In the few opportunities I had of ob .. erving it, I ~aw nothing oPI-osed 

to the view of its being placed in tllis Jamily, and sc"cral umloubt

cd members of tile Ttmalmce, ti::., the Malac()cerci, are great grflin
eaters. 

Cien. Ih:TI:.ROMORPIIA, Hodgson. 

CltaT.-Similar to the lw.t, but tlle bill with the mnrgin straigllt; 

the head crested. 
Thill buh·genu .. , applieo. by H odgson also to the other species 

of Pllradl'tfjJ'lIi~, is retained as distinct \.y Gmy for this species; 
aDd from its form, ano. tLt! mode of coloration, I am inclined. to 

accept it. 

376. Heteromorpha unicolor, HODGSON. 

J. A. S., XII.,448, with 6gure-Honsi"., Cat. 6IO--GOtJLD. 
Birds of Asia, Part VI., pI. 9- Lho-ramnio-plio, Lepch., to e., the 
Mountain Actinod ura. 

THE llnoWN FINCH-TRRUSH. 

Ducr.-Throughout of n.n uhy olive-brown, brightest on the 
head, wings, aDd tail; head with full but ehort cre!t. 
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Bill oraDge~yell~; ~'e~8 slaty-grey; irides brown. Length 7f 

inches; wing 3fcr; tail 4 ; IJill&t front I'll ; tarsus It· 
This pln.inly-eoloured Finch-thrush is not distalltly allied to C01I03-

tQma oemodium. The L cpch/UI call hath birds by the same numtl, 
and both are peculiar to t lu.'! more elevawd regions of the Hima

layas, and have not be~n procured elsewhere. 
Hodgson states tha~ it i~ found in the hi,gher r('gions of Nepal, 

dwelling in thick brm.hwood, frequently alighting: on tl lC glonnd, 
hu t also feeding on trees, on bugs und other insects, ill .. mull 
fl ochf!, and not noisy. I procured a sing-Ie IIpcciwcn from l.10unt 

Tongloo, near Darjcclin~, 10,000 feet high. 

Gen. CULlcUASICUS, Blyth. 

Char.-Hill much as in P tl.lndoxornis, but shorter, wider, and 
more tumid on the .. ides. 

This genus is no\y induJetl by myth and lIor::.{icld in Sut/lOra; 

but 1 think that it is more allied to the last group than to tho 
'llt·like memucrs of that genu!>, amI the soltl sl'c<..ie.9 has very 
much the colol:; 01 P. ''IIficep8. 

377. Chleuasicus ruficeps. BLYTU. 

J. A., S XIV., liS-ilL Y'!ll, Cat. 52~-Clwngfo-pljep-pho, Lepch .. 

TUE RED-HEADED TIT-TllRti Sn. 

lIead and neck bright ferruginous; thc r est of the UP}JCL 

rlntnag:e olive-brown , mor .. or le~~ inclining toWl\rd~ fcrru~inouil, 

spc('ialty on the IIhoulder of the wing; entire under parts white. 
Bill whitish l,vmYi legs greenish plumbcous; irides reu-brown. 

Length 5t inchc,> ; wing 2& ; tnil 2i; biU at front i; tarsus 1. 
This biru has <mly yet been procured in Sikhim.. I got it at 

Darjeeling, but had no opportunity of observing its habih .. 

Gen.. SUTIIOLU, Hodgson. 

Syn.- Teml1ori, ana R emir/.ynclI,UI, IIoqgson (postea). 
Cha,..-Bill very short and stout, as high and nearly as wide as 

kmg; ridge much curved j "the lIidc8slightly tumid; rictus smcoth. 
noetli4 concealed by p\1lIl:le1 j wings eholt, rounde4, 6th quill 
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longeet; tail rather long. graduated, feeble i tar~U8 long, smooth j 
toes short; na.ils compre~sed MOr!. acute, hind toe stout j ou.~r toe 
slIghtly longer than the innf>t. 

This remarkable group of small birds cannot, I think, be sepa
rated froln the last serics, as is dODe by Gray and others; Cor they 
are distinctly connected to Pa1'lldu.'J:t)HIU by Chkua8iruJ, Gray, 
Horsfield, and Blyth, hOWCVCI, agree In pbcing them among thE> 
Parim1!, near the long-tailed Tit-mouse and P<lnu1'U" Uarmicu8, as 
does Hodgson, though he !t.~SCltS thcit rLlatioo~J\lp v.ith 1(eler6mQr

pha, &c. But It appears to me questionable if tile bearded 
Tit-mouse fe,lIly belongs to the Parma!, for it differs from them 
by its shol t wings, large legs and fcct, short tumid bill, and 
dense plumage; Illld, in these I'0mt~, eel t,!inly IIgrees with 
Suthora Bonaparte, indeed, in his Co"~pe(,tus, plnced SuthlJra 
aUlong hi" LelotMch~ll(1!, with Pal aJo.t(ma~ and C01l0btuma. 

378. Suthora nipalensis, HODGSON. 

Ind. R.ev. 2, p. 32-BLYTR, Cat 530-HoRSF I Cat. 613.
Teitnoris atd/rons, HonGs, P. Z. S., 184,j-GouLD. Bird" oi 
Asia, pl upper figure-Suthora, Nipsl. 

THE BLACK-FRONTED 'fAT-THRUSH. 

De'cr.-Crown bright fulvaus, JllUsing to duller fulvous on the 
back ; forehead, end a broad streak over the eyes to the nape, 
black: j lares and aides of the fa{'c, with the plume~ srowing from 
the base of the lower mandible>, pure white; ear-coverts, and a 
spot behind the eye, below the black streak, bright fuIvous; below 
the ear-t'o\'crts, and thc sides of the flcck, pure ash, paler on the 
breas~ and passing to white on the abdomen; chin and throat 

,black, with whitish margins; wings dsrk hrown, ~be -first tWO..Dr 

th'ree quills edged With white, the next two at' three with rufous, 
and. the remaind~t' edged throughout their en~!'C length witb the 
eame colour, but of .. <leeper hue; tail bright cin.aamon broWD, 
edged externally with rufous; the ino'1.r webs dusky. 

Bill black, bluish flt the b~e; legs fleshy white; irides bron. 
Length 41 inche!; wing 2; tail 21; bill i; tarlull t. 
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Gould has figured two varieties, one with ashy crown and white 
cheeks, the other with rufous crown and ear-qovcrts. Are these 

the difl'erent sexes? 
This bird inhabits the Central and Northern regions of Nepal 

and Sikim. It associates, says Hodgson, in small flocks; frequenting 
the brushwood and tall grass, and has the manners and food of 
l~anu. I only obtained one sp~cimen ncar Darjccling. 

379. Suthora poliotis, BLYTI!. 

J. A. S., XX., 122-HollBF., Cat. 615-S. Niplliensis, apud 
GOULD, Birds of A sia, pl. (the two lower figures). 

THE AlHi-EARED TIT-TllRUSH. 

DeBcr.--Cro\'m of head, and back of neck, brownish grey; the 
car-l'overts and sides of the neck grey ; face, nnd supercilialY 
stripe, white, hounded above by a broad Llack line; rest of the 
upper plumage r.usty red; wings as in the last; bl'ncath, the 
chin barred "ith black and rust colour, the re~t of the lower 
plumage unifollll l'vsty. 

Bill blackish; legs Hesh.y. Dimensions of the 11l!1t. 
The Ash-ell.H.:tl Tit-thrush has been found in Nepal, and also in 

til!! I\haAia bills. 

380. Suthora fulvifrons, IIODOSON. 

J . A.S., XV., 57~-DLYTII, Cat. !.i31-nOu~T-' .• Cnt. fH4- - Tem· 

nori! Nipnlcnsis, 1I0l)C~ON, .T. A. S., Xlll., 450, with figure
GOULD, Birds of Asia, pI. 61. 

'I'm!: FULVOU&-FItO!'<TED TIT-THRUSH. 

Upper parts light rufcseent brown, inclining to fulvous on tIle 
forehead, throat, and breast; a. pale dusky streak on each sin
ciput; secondaries, and the base of the !!9.Udllls, broadly margined 
with bli~ht cbesnut--fulvous; the ?elly and flanks albc~ccnt greyish. 

Bill pale; lcgo>! light brown. Length 5 inclies ; wing 2k; tail it ; 
bill at front t; tarsus f. 

ThiB bird has hitherto only been .cnt from Nepal. In it the Lill 
ia reduced to its minimum in this group, and it might easily be 

• 
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mistaken (or a thick-billet! Tit-mouse. Another !!pedes or. tltis 
genus from Chinll has lately been figured by Gould in biB Bir<h of 
Asia, as Sut/lOra Webbiana. 

I agree with Mr. Blyth in considering that StruthicU" or Austra
lia belongs to this family, and probably to this group: us perha~ 
allo fplu1IIJsloma, and Xeroplli[ll of Goultl, which, indeed, 1 lIee 
Donapnrtc inchldcs in his Timalina, placing them after the Pora
dru:o, ... iB group, in a sub-family with P6ophodes and MeUmoclilura, 
which latter, however, I look on a.s a true Tit. Near this group 
perhaps should come the genus PyctfJrllis, but as its aflinities 
for the A ldppt and 1imalia section, ure perhaps stronger, I shaU 
hriug it into the l!ystClU 1I10ng with the latter serics, aod go on to the 
Jay-ll!rllilhcll. 

G('n. CONOSTOMA, Hodgson. 

Clur7.-Bill ehort, stout, compressed, arched. with the culmen 
broad and rDunded ; nostrils round, ,CGDccalcu; rietu!! with a few 
ahort blistlcs; WillgS short, feeble, much roundea, 6th, 7th, and 8m 
quillg being abon t equllI and IOllgest ; tail moder.!ltely )Pllgth '.med, 
rOUllded. broad; feet large Bnd strong j tarsu'slong, nenrly f;mOOlh ; 

• 
the outer toe longer than the inner; hind toe very large; Ilails 
long, slemler, and moderately tun' cd. 

This genus, of which there is only one representativc, wa.s eCKl· 

sidercd by its founder to belong to the Gluncopinm, or Trec-cro\\s 

of Swninson, with analogies for the Timalint2, and Croteropi, of the 
lower regions; and Grny Ilgrec9 with this view of its affinities. BIyth 
cllUlses it with the l'aradox01'UY group, as do Bonaparte and 

Horillield, who had previously placed it ncar the Garrula.z series. 
Taking into con~idel:ltion its short wing, IItrong legs, and lQX 

plumage, I hQve no hc~it9.tion in placing it near lieteromorpha., 

at the Bame time leading, through tue ne..-;:t f()nrt. towa.rds Garr'Mlaz 
and its a.ffines. 

381. Conostoma OImodium, HODGSON. 

J. A. S., X., 851, with figurc.,,--BLYTH, Cat. 526-Honsp., Cat. 

309, and 612 biB-GOULD, Bird" of AsiSt pI. 84.-IJltrTllm.rciD-pAo' 
Lepeb. 
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Tall: RED-lULLED JAY-THRUSH . 

.lNBcf'.-Head, neck, and body above, dull olive~browD, clearest 
on the secondaries, and most rufcseent on the wings; the outer edge 
of the first three primaries pale rufescent or vinous; beneath piller, 
and }JM'Iing into dusky slo.ty blue, all the feathers a.t their bo.ae 
being of that tiub. 

Bill dull orange; legs slaty grey; ili.deshrown. Length 11! inches; 
wing 5; ta.il41; tarsuslH; bill at frunt -ith, neally i inch de!')). 

This bIrd has hitherto been only procured in Nepal and SlJ..llim. 

1 got one specimen Nom Mt. Tongloo, close to the Nepal homier. 
Hodgson says that its habits are terrene lind rasorilli. 

.. It is," says he," a. shy forester, Ildhering to the wildt, and 
tenanting the skirts of forl'st~, where brush-wood as well 81:1 ttees 
abound. l'ive or six of tllCse Lilds Me usually found togetllcl, 
ehattcling, hopping and feetling on tile ground, and lesolting \0 

the trees lind shruos for shelter. Their food is principally insccts 
in ~ummer, uut in winter, Jouutless, they take some vegetable food. 
They inhabit the northern region of Nepo.l, close to the snows." 

Thc ne'\.t genus, tholl!!h somewhat allied in (arm, differs in its 
longer and less deep bdl, in the apert no~trils, and shorter c,:lR\\~ 
Like the last, it is composed but of II. single species, which wali by 
lIome COllS1JCl cd eongenel ic WIth aNew Zealand bitd, but has lately 
been separated frOla it.· 

Gen. GRAM.?tIATOPTILA, Heieh. 
8yn. Turnagra, npud I31yth-Keropia, Gray. 
Char.-Bill short, ~tout, moderately compressed, gently curvillg 

ff(\m the base, slightly hooked and notched; no!trils obliquely 
oval, exposed; u few thin rictal bristles; wings short, rounded, 
5th and 6th quills longest; tarsus strong; feet stout; later.,l toes 
shghtly unequal, claws moderate, broad. Cr(>sted. 

382. Gra.mmatoptila striata, VIGORS. 

Garrulus, apud VIGons, P. Z. S., 1830-GOVLU, Century, pI. 
37-BLY rn, Cat. 4BO-HoRBl!'. Cat. 301-NampioJ.:·pho, Lepeh
Ko1dam3 Bhot. -.-- ---- -------~--

... Th .. New ZCRI.nd blfd. K«"I'w, CrrusUII.trll, 

~cr. blflill of A.u¥&lalia. 
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THE STII.1ATED JAY-TflCl:SIJ/ 

DellCt'.-Abovc light wooo·bl'Uw.n, tillll"J with umber brown on 

the head, and tufcscent on the win~; the tajl nlmol'ot ch~nut brown ; 
the outer edgc~ of Ute outeTmost primaries tinged with hoary; 
beneath, brown slightly pater than above; all the body (cathers, 
both above and below, striated lun~itudinal1i with yellowish 
white; the streaks on the abdomen wide, /md longer than those 
on the back. 

DiH black; legs dusky plumbcous j irides red brown. Length 
12 inches; wing 5,i j tail 5-1 j bilt at front nearly I, ttb deep; 
tal'8U8 Ii. 

This hild has a l'cmark~bly etrong nud Jay-like bOll, and was 
originnlly described as a Jay by Vigors. In its mode of coloration 
it approaches f;ome of HIe Garrulax !.cries, vi:. Trocl,ai?pterfltt 

lineatum, and T. imfJricatum. The striated Jay·thrush is 3 very 
CQmmQn bird abQut Darjecling, frQm about 6,000 feet to. 9,000 feet, 
but is mQre often heard thall seen. It frequents the densest 
thickets, in pairs, Qr in small and scattered partie!. It has some 
very peculiar Ctllls, one Qf them not unlike the clucking Qf a hen 
which has just laid a.n egg. I found both fruit and insects in the 
stomach of those which I examined, chiefly the latter. It extcll~], 
from Bootan to Nepal, but 1 am nQt aware if it is fQund further 
to the wcst. 

We next eQme to. the ShrikMhrushes. These nre disguised so 
completely (18 Shrikes tha.t they have usually been classed as such; 
but, after a full consideratiDn Df all their characters, and nQting 
their apparent affinities fDr SDme Qf the next group, mlmy Qf which 

have strong Shrike·like bille, I think that tLeir true place is in this 
family. 

• Gen. TUAMNOCATAPlIOS, Tiekell. 

CnQ1'.-BiIl lengthened, compressed, high at the base, well 
hooked at the tip. and strQngly notched; rictal vibrisste small and 
f~w; wings shQrt, much rounded, the Srd tQ the 7th primaries 
about equal and longest; taU moderately long, nearly even; the 
outermost feathers slightly !!horter; brel1s IQng; lateral toe, tID .. 

'equali feet strong i plumage 80ft, full, and puft'y. 
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383. ThamlIoc:ataphus picatus, T,CKELL. 

J. A. s., XVIIL-BLTTB, Cat. 866. 

THE WHITE-WINGED SnRIKE-TrJRUSn. 

Descr,-Ab.,ve dall greyish-black, deeper on the crown. and 
blackest on the lore! and ear-covert!!; a. narrow white bal' on the 
wing-t:Ovcrts, ,continued along the margin of two of the first row; 
beneath. uniform rufcscent-white, tinged with fcrruginoul! on the 
flanks and lower tail-coverts. 

Dill dusky i legs apparently plumbeous. 
wing 3t; tail 3f; tarsus Ii; bill at front 
base i. 

Length 9 
ith, depth 

in<..hes; 

at the 

Tllis remarkable form differs (I'om all the other membere of this 
family (exlcpt Sima and Gamplorhynr.!.u6) by its white wing-spot, 
assimilating it !ltill funher to tbe Shrike1ll, and indeed it is very 
similar, in its mode of coloration, to some of ,he African Shlikcs. 
Tho general character of ita plumage, however, combin{'d with its 

elevated and strong tarsi and feet, its habitat in a region rich in 
varied forms of tllis family, and its near affinity for Gamp8Qrllyn
cft"a, have intluC'nced me in placing it here. 

It has only been procured near Darjceling by Major Tiekell, 
and tlH~ sperimen in the Museum of the Asiatic Society at 
Calcutta is, I believe, unique. Nothing is recorded of its habits. 

Gen. GAMPSORHYNClIUS, Dlyth. 

Cllar.-Bill of moderate length, nearly equal to the head, rather 
wide at the base, deep, moderately compressed; culmen curved, 
strongly hooked at the tip, and notched; gape conspicuously .mncrl 
with straight vibris,ro; nostrils ova.l, pierced in the front of the 
membrane; wings moderate, much roun(leu, 5th, 6th, and 7~h 
quills about equal and longest; tail rather long, gradulltcd; tarsus 
moderately long, strong; claws tolerably curved. 

Major Tickell considered thz!! form congeneric with the last, 
trom whic~ it ddfers chiefly by its shortl.::r Lill, graduated tail, 
and colours. Ita mode of coloration allies it to some of the next 
grngp. and the Lepcb818 give it the same name as they apply to 
the specie, of Parat/o.roruU and (JMewaricu., 
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384. Gamp80rhynchus rufulus, IlLYTII. 

J. A. S., XII., 370-Garrulax, spud GRAy-BLYl'Ff,Cat. 865-
HOllS!'., Cat.. 225-Thnmnocataphu8 senilis, TlcKELL-CllOn9Io~ 
pkep.plw. Lepch. 

TaE WUITE llE.4.DIW SURIKE-TRausH. 

D t'8C1'.-Abovc uniform olive-brown; head in adults wlliw, in 
the young bright ferruginous; beneath, white in adulu. snd more 
or les8 ferruginous in younger specimens j shoulder of the wings 
more or less· white ; under 6Ulfa,r.:c of the wings pale fuivt'ijccnt; 

the tail-feathers narrowly tipped with pale fulvesccnt or 
whitish. 

Bill dusky horny above, ptllc beneath; legs reddish horny; irides 
orange yclluw ill some, straw yellow in others. Length 9 inches; 

extent 11i; wing: 3t; ta.il 4f; tnl£uS I TJn-· 
This curious biru i ~ found fro m Nepal thl(mgh Sikhim al.d thc 

Khasia hills to At! akan. ]n Siklliln it frequents the wormer vullt'Y9 
up to 3,000 feet. of elevation. 1 hatl not an opporlunity of ob~crv· 

ing iL mYbelf,. though I procured several specimens; but the 
Shikarecs a:;surcJ me that it was foumi in small Hocks in th;,·k 
bushy p1.lce5. Those which I have examined had eaten ~ral>s

hoppers and other inscet~. 
The next group consi~ts of the Quaker-thrushes nnd 'Vren

imhblcrs; Il. gl(~at many of them arc clild in gre'y and I'us'\et 
plumage, with more or less of wllitc, and many of them 
re;remblo eaeh other so closely that they are only distinguished 

spceificJUy by the form of tlte bill, and the size. Itis moredeve
loped in Malayana than in India, and appears to correspond to a 
certain extent with the IIcction CacopiluCl! of Bonaparte. Some of 
thill series approach the ParadrKcornis group; othon. t.he Shrike
thrushes; snd a few are close to the Timaiid!, with which, indeed, 
most of them are usually placed; but I think that they iorm Il 

peculiar section, di~tinguishcd as well structul'il.lly, II.iI by a parti~ 
cular mode of colOt'utioll. 

I shall begin with one formerly alluded to, which ~ howev01, 1>1 
no means a. typi.cal member of the group. 
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Gen. PTCTOBBI8, IIodgson, 

Syn, Chry,omma. H odgs. 
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CAar,-Bili rather short., 8trong. deep, arched, entire j rictus 
strongly bristled; orbit nude; wing' r llther short and feeble, 4th 
Bnd Sth quill, longest; tail long, grad uated j legs and feet stout 

and lllrge; claw8 large. moderately curved. 

385. Pyctorhis sinensis, GMELIN. 
P aru, . apud GMELIN-Bf.YTII, Cat , 8GO-Ilor-SF., Cnt. 339-

Tim"JiIl hypolcl1ca, FRANKLlN-J~: tmoN. Cat. g5- T. lIorsfi .. IJ ii, 
J.l.lcn. and S.I£LllY, Ill. am . pI. HI-Tim, bicolo;, LAJ.'Itf:l:IN., 
1Il ag. 7.001., pI. 3fJ-Ga!-eha'm or Bulfd-cluulIl, 11. in the !outh.
B ara-podlla, n. in the ~. W. P.-Yen a Auii-jilta Tel.-Mullala, 

Sinuh. 

Tru: YttLLOW-EYIm BAnnLER. 

De9cl".-Above clear red brown, rufous or eilmaroon color on t1 11:~ 

wings, and the tail obsolctely bandl'd with dusky; lol'(-s, and 0.11 

the lower IJlumllge, white j lower 8urface of willg~ and tui! dusl.::y 

cinereous. 
DiH blllCk, with t1H~ nostrils deep yellow; legs orpiment yellow i 

iridel dark- brown, with nn outer circle of buff; orbits bright 
Ol·ange. Length 6l- inches; wing 2/'fJ ; tnil 33 ; bill at front not 

quite i; tal"8us 1 T1iI' 

This species of I3nbbler is universally 81lrcilil thrmlgllOut India, 
e:dending to Burmah, and, from the nllm e, perhaps to Chiull . It 
h,18 been sent from Nepill by Hodgson ; is not raro in Bengal ar.d 
the N. \V. P. j is said to be common in Sindh, and I ha\'c seen it 

in every part of the South of rndia. 1t i8 also found in CE'ylon, 
and it. is very cornmon in Upper Runnah. h frequenta low jungles, 
or the skirts of forests, long gr3!'s, hedge-rows, and even comes 
occasionally into gardens. Though sometimes to be met with 
I!ingly , it is generally seen in srnall patties of .five or six, flyi ng 
from bush to bu, h before you, and tryjng to conceal itself in Borne 
thick clump. It has a low chattering note when at test, and when 

ilying (rom b118h to busl, a loud sibilant whistle. I hav(', OD several 
occaaioU!, heard one, perohed eonspieuou$ly on a high bUlb ut 
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hedge-row, pour fonh a remarkably !weet ~ong. It. reeds mostly 
on insects, often on ants and small coleoptera. Mr. Blytbremarb, 
that he possessed some of these birds alive, and no~ict!J that they 
frequently placed one foot upon tlteir food, while thoy peeked with 
the bill Mr. Philipps states that, in the N. W. PlOvillCCS, this is 
the bird enid by the Datives (I to support the hCllvcns by its legs, 
lest they fall." In Southern India this is tebted of the common 
Plover, Pluvial1U8 CQt1'nau. The same observer also says, that it 
generally builds on Banyan trees. I wish that he had uescribed 
the eggs, which I have nevcr bce~ able to procur~. 

386. Pictorhis longirostris, HODGSON. 

P. Z. S., 1854-IIoRSF. Cat. 660, 

TUE LARGER YJiiLI,OW-EYED BAnDLeR. 

D~6cr.-Above, rufous-brown, darkest on the crown, wings and 
tail, the Ia.st distinctly rayed ; chin, throa.t, the middle of the belly, 
and vent, white; car-coverts, sidcs of neck, and breast, pale rufes
cent, brightening- on the flanks, thighs, and under tuil~ovt'rt!l. 

Bin black, yellowish at the base beneath; leg!> pale horny. 
Length 8:l- inches; "ing 2; ; tai13:l-; bill at front i ; tarsus 1. 

This bird has been only recently descrihed from specimens lent 
home from Nepnl by Hodgson. It is probably the species noticed 
by Mr. Frith (J. A. S., XIIr.,370), as being found in Bengal. 
which he states to differ from the common species, in being about 
half Inrger. 

I discovered. a third species of this genus at Thayet-myo in 
Upper Burmllh, which I have descrihed in the 4th vol. of the 
'Ibis,' as Cltry80mma altiro~tle. Its short deep bill approximates 
it to the Pal'f.ulo:cornilJ series. 

Gen. TmcuAs-roMA, Blyth. 

Syn. Malacociltcla, Blyth. 
Chal'.-Blll Il.bout equal to the head, straight, Ilto~t, high, 

much compressed; the tip hooked j nostlil !1 !arge; wings moderate, 
4th quill longest; tail somewhat short. weak, Dearly even; toiT8US 

moderate; feet large, the lateral toes slightly uneqll\l i claws 
.. odfta~y curved, tbe middle and hind claw very long. 
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Plumage faU ad lax, with Ute eorontl fe&then aligbtJy 
elongated. 

This genus appears to have some affinities for Pyt-tortlU, bUl 
difters in ite [onger bill, shorter, ncarlY"'6ven tail, and ahoner 

tarsW!. 

387. Trichaatoma Abbotti, BLYTH. 

Malacocincl ... spud BLYTH, J. A. S., XIV., GOI-BLYTH, 
Cat. 838-HoBBF., Cat. 662-Malacopteron, spud G&A.T. 

THE BROWN-DA.OKED TrT-BA.BBLElt. 

Delcr.-Above, plain olive-brown, tinged with rufolls on the 
rump and tail; under parts paler; the throat and th6 middle of the 

belly white; ear-coverts, lIides of breast, and flank:a, rufescent; 

lower tail-coverts pale ferruginous. 
Bill horny, pale beneath. Length 6 inches; wing 3 i tail 2,; 

bill at front H. 
This bird has been sent from Nepal by Hogdson, from Dacca 

by Tytler, and aho from Arrakan. I h;1,ve not bad an opportunity 

of observing it. 
Other recorded species of TriclulIlom4 are T. bicolor, Less. 

(jerrllginolum, Bl.); T. rOltratum, Blyth; and T. olioaCtfA1It, 
Strickland, all from }lalacea. 

Gen. ALCIPPH, Blyth. 

Syn.-Setaria, Blyth-Sitla, postea loropu8, Hodga. 
Cha,..-Bill short, moderately stout and compresseJ; culmen 

slightly curvoo, hooked a.nd notchOO; nostrils !!lightly impended 
by some set:c; rictal bristles moderate ; wings moderate, rounded, 
4th and 5th quills equal; tail moderate or rather shan, very 
slightly rounded ; \.IU'SU8 stout, moderate j lateral toes unequal i 
claws tolerably curved. 

The bird.! of thi8 genus are of small 8ize, with plain colors, and, 

lIlO8\ly, unckfmed markings; and, in their habit are le!ls social, 
perhaps, and mort silent. than most of the Timalitz, with which 
,hOWeTh, they hwve undoubted affinities; and they exhibit distant 

hIlU.iOMbip to IO!De of the Leiwichiftte; mor& than OM tpecielJ, 
ao.., referred to thi •. geBUI, hamg aeea.deacribed .., ~piwyz. 

C 
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388. Alcippe nipaJenais, HUDGSON. 

Siva, spud HODOSON, Inti.. Rev" 1838-Ioropus, HODGs., J. A. 

S., XIlJ .• 937-BLYTII, Cat. B48-lloRSF., Cat. 330-Sam
dayal-phot Lepch. 

THE NEPA.L QUAKER-THRUSH 

DCSC'f'.-Abovc, the hMd ashy brown; lares, ean, and sides oC 
neck also ashy; back, wings, Bnd tail, olivaceous brown; an in
conspicuous dark brown line over the eyes., extending to the nape; 
beneath, the chin white, the rest of the lower parts albesccn~ 
mixed with earthy brown. 

Bill horny yellow; feet pate fleshy brown; irides whitey brown. 
Length 5l inches; wing 2~; tai12i; bill at front barely lI; tarsus t. 

Tbis bird has been found in Nepal, Sikhim. the Khasit\ hills, B./ld 
Burmah. as rar as TenllSBerim. It is very common about Darjccl
ing, frequenting trees, singly, or in emaIl parties, and feeding chiefly 
on insect!. I had the nest and eggs brought me by the Lepchas; 
the nest was loosely made with grllS! and bamboo lC'llves, anrl the 
eggs were white with a few reddish-brown spots. 

389. Alcippe poiocephala, JERDON. 

Timalia, apud J£RDON, Supp!. Cat. 95 bi~-BLYTH, Cat. 850. 

THS NE;ILGHElmy QUAKER-TRRUSII. 

Descr.-Head and nape dusky cinereous j back and rump green
iah olive, inclining to rufous on the rump, darker and more 
ferruginous on the wing~ and tail; beneath, pale rufescent or 
fulvous, lightest and albescent on ilie chin and throat. 

Bill horny. yellow at the gape and edges; legs pale fleshy; 
irides greenish-white j the very narrow orbit!! yellow. Length 
nearly 6 inches; wing 2fn; tail 2i\r; bill at front -i'n; tU1I1lS i. 

TOOs is very similar to the last, but differs structurany in having 
the rictal bristles lesa elongated, and the feet shorter, with & more 
robust hind toe. 

It is found in all the fore9ts of Malabar, ae high as· North, 
Canar~ in Coorg, W ynaad, and the slopes of the Neilgherries. up. 

... bout 5,000 feet, but it is not a common bird. It goes Jingly o~ 
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in small flocks, flying from branch to branch of low trees; hi 
silent, and lives chiefly on various insects. 

390. Alcippe &triceps, JERDON. 

Brachypterp, apud lEBDON, Cat. 78-BLYTH, Cat. 861. 

THE BLACK-HEADED \VREN-DABDLER. 

Delcr.-Heo.d, cheeks, and napc, black; wings, tail, and under 
tail-coverts brownish olive, datkeat on the tail and wing&; 
beneath, white, with a tinge of olive-brown on the sides and 
towards the vent. 

Uill horny-brown; legs plumbeous; irides pale orange or buff'. 
Length 5, inche9 ; wing 2/11; tail 2 j billl!.t front T4(J; tarsus fh ; 
extent 7. 

The Black-headed Wren-babhler is found in the same localities 
as the last, but not ascending so high on the slopes of the hills, 
and being most abundant in the lower forests, contrary to the 
habits of the previous IIpecies. 

I t frequents the thickest underwood in dense and lofty jungles; 
lives in small flocks of five or six, and is continually hopping about. 
the thick bushes with an incessant loud twittering note. It lives 
on various inser-ts, small manlidte, grass-hoppers, and the like. 

In my Catalogue I placed it \mder Brachypteryg; from its like
ness to B. Sepiaria of Horsfield, which, I see, is now con~idel'ed 
by some to be also an .A.lcip~, though Blyth eays it is interme
diate to this and .MalacopterOlI. Perhaps this has led Gray to 
~Bociate thi! j::enu! with Bracllyplery:r: in his Myotlterinm. .A 
very closely allied species: is A. nigrifron8. Blyth, from Ceylon; 
and Brac!J!lpt. nigro-capitala, Eyton, is probably another. 

Though 80 similar in structure, I am by no means certain that 
these lut-named species, tliz., A. atricep', nigriJronl, nigro-capitala, 
and .tpwria, ahould not be classed apart from the more dingy~ 

(',olored species first noticed. The habits of A. atrictp., asobserv
ed by myself, are more tholle of Timalia. or, at all events, of 
Dumetia and Pell~m. than the more staid and quiet demeanour 
c( A. poiouphala and Nipaltmjl, 

Next to .A.lcippe, perhaps. should be placed the pre-eminen,ly 
M&layan group of the Quaker-thruehes, named MaltJcopUrOJl by 



Eytcn. and to which behmg Tu,.dinl'l, TlU'di~t";,, MacrDnOfl' 
Trichizoll, and Ngpothera. .-\mong the recorded JI~cies are 
Malacopteron magnum, Eyton; M. major, Blyth j Alacf'OJUlu, 
pti/,(nu., J. and S. I Tttrdimu marrodacly/ru, Strickland, Turdira.tn·, 
,uperciliaria, Hay, &C. &c., from :Maln.yana: TurdiJnu cn.pijrom. 
BL, T. brevicaudatu., Bt, T. guttatulI, Tickell, are from Tenasserim; 
and there ill a new l!!pecies of that genus from the Khasia hills. 

CacopiUn, Bonap .• with a few !lpecies from the Islands, apparently 
belongs to this !ection of the Timalinlf!. Some of the birds, 
however, described under these names are more nearly allied to 
the true 1imalice. Although several species have been lately de

scribed, yet from their plain and sombre plumage, many arc perhaps 
overlooked; and WallL\Ce states that he ~ot some new species from 
Malacca, quite common there, but neglected by the birt1-dealers. 
They vary a good deal in the form of their bin, some having 
this organ large, and much hooked; and others compratively 
81ender and slightly hooked. The lAst-named ob8cr\'er found that 
they feed chiefly on fruit, but ai50 on insects. It appeara to me 

Gudging from the figures only, and the account of their habits) 
that PhylIa.trtpTmll, Il.n African genu8, belongs rather to thia family 
thm to the Bulbuls, or Warblers, and if 110, it IIhould be located in 
tbis 8ection i and Aktht, Cassin, aho from Africa, :if! laid to be 
near Napothtra. 

Close to the black-headed specics of Akippc should be placed 
the following group with which I would commence the seri~ 
of Wren-babblen, and thele nearly agree with Bonllparte'8 section 
7'imak~ of his 7'ima/in~. 

Gen. STACIIYBIS, Hodgson . 

. C/lar.-Bill somewhat long, high at the bue, straight, com· 
pressed, tapering or conic, the tip very Ilightly bent downwards, 
and faintly notched; nostrils neatly concealed; rictus almost. 
smooth; wings short, rounded, 5t.h, 6th and 7th quills equal and 
longest i tail rather short., slightly graduated i tarau8 moderately 
long, stout; lateral toes Dearly equal, clllW8 moderately curved; 
middle toe not elongated j hind toe and claws ;",ry large. The 
head is usually crested or .Ll~rested, the {eathen bQiDg ~
erect aDd diversenL. 
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Blyth, Horsfield, and Gray locate this genus near Pyctur/lu and 

Tinudia, the latter, indeed, ranking them as Timalia. Bonaparto 

puts it among LwlricAinte, and Hodg&on considered it to have 

affinities for the Brach.ypodiM, but leading to the Crateropodans, 
and with a tendency to pass into the Leiotf'ichirut. He further 

eompareR its habits with those of Zo,u-rop,. It appears to me that 

there are two types of form in this genus, and that, whilst tho moro 

common IIpecies belon~ to this family, others, especially S. 
cllf'y,cea, appear to have relations to Myzo'mis, Erpornil, Z06tero".. 
and 101'Q, which iu fact nrc the views of the founderf! of the genus. 

301. Stacbyris nigriceps, HODGSON. 

J. A. S., XII!., 37R-BLYTu, Cat. B61-HoRSF., Cat. 340.
Sangriam.pllo, Lepch. 

THE DLACK.TBRoATlion WBEN-DABBLER. 

D csCf'.-Above olive·brown; beneath paler aud tinged rufes

cent i the crown, faoe, and tbroat, dusky black; the feathers of the 

crown edged with whitish grey; a white supercilium, and also a 

white moustache from the base or the lower mandible, and some 
white on the ehin and I throat. 

Bill dusky borny above, paler beneath; legs pale hornr green; 

irides pale yellow. Length 5,i inches; extent 7 ; wing 2, ; tail 2 j 

bill at front ft ; tl:l.rBUS f· 
This bird inhabits the S. E. Himalayas and tho Kba!!ia hills. 

It is very common about Darjeeling, from 5,000 ft:et to nearly 

10,000 in summer; is quite arboreal, hunting among the upper 

foliage and flowen of trees, 8in~ly, or in small parties, and feeding 

chiefly on insect!!. Hodgson says that it builds a large globular 

nest, and lays four or five eggs of a pale fawn color, unspotle<l. 

A nest and egg!! were brought to me at Darjeruing, said to be of this 
.peciea; the nest was rather large, very loosely made of bamboo 
leaves and fibres, and the eggs were pal~ salmon color, with some 

faint darker spots:. 

892. Stachyris pyrrbops, HODGSON. 

J. A. S., XlU., 378-BLYXB, Cat. 862-Ho&lF., Cat. 341~ 
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TaE RF.D-BILLEl> WREN-BABBLER. 

D''1cr.-Above olivaceous-brown, with a tingc of rufous on the 
head; lores Bnd chin black; II. pale liue impending thp latter; 
below rufescent, more or less brown on the belly and fllLllks. 

Bill sordi.d sanguine; legs pale fleshy· brown ; irine, blood.red. 
Length 41 to 5 inches; willg 2; tail 2 ; bill at front Va; \llnlUs f. 

I did Ilot procure this bird in Sikhim. It ha.a been sent from 
Nepal, Mussooree, and KU990wlee, and it is probably the Prinia, 
No. 182, of Adams' List 'Qf Birds, said to be common on Aplicot 
trees in the lower Himalayan ranges, in the N. W. Provinces. 

393. Stachyria ruftcepa, BLYTH. 

J. A. S., XVI., 452-BLYTll, Cat. 863-HoRSF., Cat. 670-
Syak·birallg-p!w, Lepch. 

T1lE Rpm-HEADED WREN-'BADDLl-,n. 

De8cr.-Crown of the head light ferrug:nous, tho rest of the 
upper plumage plain olive; chm and the middle of tho throst 
white, with faint black streaks; the rest of the JowC'r parts whit:sh, 
with a fulvou~ tinge on the sides of the neck and breast, nT, 

thlOUghout of dull oil-yellow or pale ferruginous, darkest oc. 

the breast, and fading, and beCOmltlg dusky towards the vent 
Bill plumbeous above, reclJi5h beneath; legs pale yellow brown; 

ilides light brown. Length 4i inche~; wing 2.t; tail 2;; bill at 
front 17r; j tarsus f, 

This bild. which, says Mr. Blyth, is allied in form and size to 

the last, is found in Nepal. Sikhim, and the Khasia hills. It is 
common at Darjeeling, frequenting high trees in small parties, 
searching the foliage for minute insects. A nest and egg~, said 
to be of this species, were brought to me at Darjeeling. The nest 
wss a loose structure of grass and fibres, and contained two eggs 
of a greeni$h white color, with some rusty spate . 

• 
394. St!'Chyris chryaaea, HODGSON. 

J. A. S., XIII., 379-BLYTH, eliot 864-HoRSJ'., COlt.. 342-
S!fDk~biran9·plto. Lepch. 
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THE GOLDElf:BEADED WnltN.BA'fIBLER. 

DelCt".-Above yellow olivaceous; forehead and crown yenow, 

the latter with black streaks; lores black; wings and tail dusky, 
margined 'With olive; beneath bright yellow. 

Bill pluDlbeous; legs pale brownish yellow; irides light brown' 
Length ij in&es ; wing 2i; tail 2 j bill at front nearly t; tarsu9 H. 

The Golden·headed Stach.llna is found in the S. E. II imalnyas. 
tbc Khasia hillr., and Al'rakan, generally at a lower level than the 
last, from 3,000 to 5,000 feet or 80. It frequents high trees gene
rally, feeding on the minute insects that infest flowers and buds, 
and often has its forehead powdered with the pollen of flowers. as 
we see in ZOlurop' and other birds. 

This species differ from ita congeners in its mode of coloration, 
more pointed bill, and other points, and perhaps should be remO\'ed 
to a di.stinet genus nea'r Z08terops or .Myzo1'llis. 

Very probahly some of the smaller Timalire of the Malayan 
Ifauna should be placed in StachYlv. Tim. poJiocfp!lala, Temm., 
judging from the figure. has much of the character aud plumage 
of StacliyrVi. 

Gen. l\hXORNIB. Hodgson. 

Cllar.-Bill rather long, compre~sed, ..... ith 0. tendency to arch; 
tip blunt, barely notched; nostrlls ovoid, advanced; wings moder
ate, rOllnded, the first four graduated, 5th and 6th sub·equal and 
longest; tail moderate or rather short; tarsus strong; toes ro.tiu:r 
short, laterals very uneqllal; hind toe largt:; nAils well cun·ed. 

This genull is very closely o.llied to the last. inclinmg mere to

wards Timalia. Hodgson says that it' resembles lora, but the bill 
is more ineruline, inclining to the Crateropodin~.' 

395, Mixornis rubicapilluB, TICKELL, 

Motacilla, spud 'TJCKELL, J. A. S .• II., 575-BLYTlI, Cat. 855-
. HORBF., Cat. 338.-}l.chloris. HODGS.-M. l'unceps, HODGs.-M. 
cuiaris, HOR15F.? 

TBE YJ!:LLOW.BBEJ.8UD W:UN-B-'.BDLER. 

De'tr .-Above dull olive-green, inclining to l'ufellccnt 01: brown; 
wings and tail rufellcent brown j part of the forehead, &I.lpercilium, 



24 BIRDS 01' 1lmU. 

ears, and sides of the neck, yellowiah-~rreen, with "Borne duekyetreaks; 
crown of the head dull ferruginous; beneath pale yellow, fading 
to whi.tish on the lower abdomen, and OliVacCDUS on tho flanks and 
vent; the throat and upper part of th~ breast with lome blackish 
streaks. 

Bill horny; loga pale horny brown; irides reddieh-auel Length 
5f inche'! ; wing 2,; tail 2; bill at front t; tarsus H· 

This bird. very similar in color to StachyrU rufict:p" has been 
found at the foot of the Nepal and Bootnn Himalayas, and in part 
of Central India; but it appears to be tare, fot I have never met 
with it. It will probably occur in the Sikhim Terai., at the 
foo t of the Khnsi~ hil13, nnd in various parts of lower Bengal. 
TiekeIl eays that it is found ill thick under-wood, hOUC.W8, ravines, 
&0., and is lively and agile, with a frequent piping note, and 
occasional chatter. M. gularis of JllValooks like a faded specimen 
of this bird; but is put as distinct by Horslir-ld. In this genus 
are placed severnlspecics from SUllUltra, J ava, fWd Borneo. 

Gen. 'raJAUA, Horsfield. 
Char.-Bi11etrong, deep, much compressed, very gently arcl!iog 

throughout; nO'ltrils oval, apert; strong rictal britl tles; win!-'8 short, 
much ronnden, 5th and 6th quills longest; tail moderate, rounded; 
tarsus stout; lateral toes uncqual; hind toe, and cspecially tl-.e 
claw, large. 

This genus, founded on the only specics occurring in our pro
vince, was onc of the first of this family separated from the old 
Linn:eau Turdlt8, and, perha.ps, on this a.ccount haa been selected 
for the family name, though I do not consider it as one of the 
most typica.l forms. 

396. Tim.]ja. pileat&. HORSFIELD. 

LIN., Trans. XIII., 151-RoasF., Zool. Res. Java, pL-RonsF_, 
Cat. 332-BLYTlI, Cat. 856. 

-THE RED-CAI'I'ED 'VnEN-B.t.BBLER. 

DelC1'.-Forehead and cars white; top of the lltad bright rusty. 
red; the re~t of the upper plumage olivaceous-brown, tinged with 
uhy on the sides of the lltck and nape; wings aDd tail tinged 
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with ruaty brown; beneath, the chin, throat, neck, and part of the 
breast, pure wliite; the lower part of the Deck with narrow black. 
streaks, the ehafta of each feather being shining black and pro
longed; abdomen and vent pale ferruginous, tinged with olivaceous 
on t],e flank~ and tIle lower tail-coverts olive-urown. 

Bill black; leg" fleshy brown; irides dusky rcd. Length 6f 
inches; wing 21; tail 2T'la; bill at front t; tarsus nearly i· 

The Red-capped Babbler has been procurcd in Nepal, the Bengal 
Sundcrbuns, Assam, And Arrakan, extending throuJ!h Uurmah and 
the Malayan pcninsula to Java. It has thus the most extensive 

geographical distribution of any of this family. I have scen it in 
the grass jungles of Purneah, Rajrnahal, Sylhet, and Cachar, as well 
as in Upper Bunnah, where it is much more abundant than in 
Bengal, and less shy, affecting hedge-rows near villages, instead 
of the unfrequented grass jungles and thickets in which alone it 
is seen in Bengal. Horsfield says that it is common (in Java) in 
groves and woods; approa('hes villages, constructs its nest in 
hedges, and is one of the Bocial birds which delight to dwell in the 
neishboUlhood of cultivation. It has, he says, a pleasant note, 
which consists of 0. slow repetition of the five tones of the diatonic 
sca1e (C. D. E. F. G.), with perfect regularity. and at small intervals 
of timo. 

There are many other species of Timalia in Malayan&, viz., r. 
"igricollil, T.-T. er!fthroptera, nl.-T. maculata, T. (pectoralil, 
Bt), from Malacca; and others from the islands. 

Gen. DUMETIA, Blyth. 

Syn. Timalia, apnd Franklin. 
Char.-Bill moderate, or rather short, compressed, pointed; 

culmen slightly curving from the billie, and the commissure "Iso 
slightly curveQ.; a few small rictal bristles ; wing~ short, rounded, 
4th,6th. and 6th quills nearly equal; tail moderate, rounded; tarsus 
stout; middle toe not elongate; lateral tot!S about -equal. hind toe 
and claw moderately la.rge. 

This genus, matittlted by Mr. Blyth for two small species 
cowed. to continental India, ia barsly sepl\fabJe from Pellor.nntm, 

with which' at one time Mr. Blyth classed thern: but it ditfcl'l'I 
D 
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in the bill being somewhat shorter, the middle toe less elongate, 
and in its distribution. The speciea have all the wandedng habits 

of the Malacrx:erci and CluJtarhaa., alld in this they cert.ainly difFer 
from the Drymoic(JJ and Pr£nia, v.hich are only a little smaller than 
the8e birds. 

897. Dnmetia hyperythra, FRANKLIN. 

Thimalia, spud FRANKLIN-BLYTH, Cat. 787. 

THE RUFOUS-BELLIED BABBLER. 

Dt,cl'.-Above brownish olive, the tail obsoletely barred with 
duslfy; forehead and whole body beneath rufous. 

Bill horny; legs fleshy yeHow; irides pale yl:llow~brown. Length 

lit inches; wing 2T'iJ ; tail 2lu ; tarsus T&' 
This bird is found in low jungle and brushwood, from Nagpoor 

northwards to Central India and Midnapore. but has not bl:en ryb
tained in Lower Bengal. It has similar habitB to the next, with 
which I formerly confounded it; and Mr. Blyth remark s that 

its note is like that of Chatarkcea caudata, but proportionally 
weaker. 

898. Dnmetia albogularis, BLYTH. 

Pellorneum. apud BLYTH, J. A. S., XXI.-BLYTR, Cat 188-
BOMF., Cat. 660-T. hyperythra, apud JERDON, Cat. 69-Palldi
jilta, Tel, i. t:., Pig~bird. 

THE WHITE-THROATED WREN-BABBLER. 

D!'lcr.-Like the last, but with the crun and throat pure white. 

Length 51 inches; wing 2ltf ; tail 2i j bill at front r\; tar8us 

H· 
This li.ttle Babbler is found throughout Southern India in suit--

able localities, in bushy jungle, ravines, thick hedge-rows, &c., but 
it is entirely absent in the forpst di8tricts of Malabar. 

It always occurs in small parties, ak.lllking along one aFter tbe 
other, under bushes Of through them, rarely Bhowing itself on the 

top; hence the Telugu name of Pig-bird given it by tbe Yana
dees of Nellore . . It. feede almost exclLlBively on funall iwecu, and 
baa a low chattering call. 
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Gen. PELLORNEUM. SwainSOD. 

8yn. Cincliclia, Gould-Hemipteron, Hodge. 

Char.-Bill moderate, straight, compressed, very gently C\U"9'ing 
throughout, slightly hooked at the tip. and notched; rictal bristle. 
fetlblc j wings muoh rounded, 5th, 6th, and 7th quills nearly equal; 
bil moderate, rounded; tarsus moderate; feet llUge; middle toe 

lengthened; laterals barely une<!uaI; hind toe l~ng; claWll tolerably 

curved. 

399. Pellorneum rutlceps. SWAm,oN. 

BLYTH, Cat. 823-HoRSF., Cat. 323-Megalurus rufioepl, 
SYKES, Cat. 87-Motac. dllmeticolll, TICKELL-Cinclidia punctata, 
GOULD-P. ()livaceum, JElf.DON, Cat. 86-Adavi liku-jittu, Tel. 

THE SPOTTED WnEN-BABBLER. 

Deotc,..-Above olive· brown ; crown anJ. nape deep rusty color
ed. with 8. more or less marked white eye-brow from the forehead 
to the nape; cars dusky-white, or mixed brown and white, or en
tirely brown; beneath, white or fulvous white, with spots of dark 

olive on the sides of the breast and. belly, olivaccous on the flanks 
and under tail-coverts. 

Bill horny abovc, yellowish fleshy beneath; legs Beshy yellow; 
iride~ bricl.. ·red. Len~th 7 inches; extent 9; wing 3; tail 3; bill 
at Cront -In; tarsus, I TJu' 

This bird bas a wide geographical distribution, only inferior, in 
this family, to that of Tim. pi/eata. It is found throughout South
ern India, both on the east and west coasts; in Central India; in 
the South East Himalayu ; the Khasia hills; and through Burmah 
to Tenasserim. It associates in small flocks. frequenting underwood 
and thickets in foreat jungle. often descending to the ground, wbere 
it hops about in search of various insects, or climbing up the small 
branches of shrubs; it keeps up s continual chattering, and, occa~ 
sionally, one of them, perched on a bough, elevating his head and 
neck, gives utterance to a sort of crowing laugh, not unlike 
tluLt of T~Aalopu,.on cachinnam. Col. Sykes'. observation thatit 
u,quents the plains like 8. Lark, roust have arisen frow some 

mi.taken identity. 
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Besides the affinity of Pellornnmt:for some of the IMt noticed 

group, there is alao considerable eimillU'ity to at least one of 
the next birds mentioned, the Pomatorhl"ni. Other speciei' of 

Pelwrneum recorded are P. /u8cw,apillum, Blyth. from Ceylon. 
formerly classed as DrymocatopkU8; P. TkkeUi, Dlyth,; from Tenu. 
~rim; and a closely allied species from the Khs.sia HiUs. 

At the end of this Section. Bonaparte places two Oceanie type&, 

Clitcmyz, Reich, and Certhiporu8, Lafresn" with what justice I 

cannot say. 

The next group is one which shows tlle extreme fonn from the 
species of this family :first noticed; for while in Paradozornu and 
SutMra, the bill was reduced to its minimum in length and maxi~ 

mum depth, here it is extremely elongated, slender, and cwved, 
vlU'ying of course in the different species. 

Gen. POIlIATOllFllNUS, Horsf. 
CAar.-Billlong, compressed, pointed, much curved throughout, 

entire at the tip; nostrils barely ap6l't, lengthened ; a few very 
small rictal bristles; ~ing short, rounded; 5th and 6th quills lungest; 
tail long or moderate, rounded; tarsi and feet long and ~1toUt; 

anterior toes not much elongate; hind toe large ; claws large, 

moderately curved, somewhat blunt. 
Bonap3rle ranges thisgenull with the Babblers, his Crattropodin«; 

but it i. certainly moro nearly allied both in plumage and habita to 
the Garrlliaz series. It is found in India and Malayana, extend
ing to Australia. but of a somewhat different type. They hunt 
in pairs, and leslI in parties than many of this family, aod their 
diet ia exclusively insects. in seeking for which .on the ground 
they are said to use their bills freely like Upupa, but I have 
Dot had an opportunity of obse'rving them .thus employed; and 
from the thi~k brushwood and tangled brakes they usually fr~ 
quent, it is difficult to watch them closely. Tho~gh 8Ot' habi~ 

tua1ly frequenting ~he open fore~ts. tbey are ne~er found away 
from a forest country. They nidificate in banks generally, and 
the eggll of those that are known are '9>'hite. . 

The first species in our list is a slightly aberrant -£Ol'lIl; its hill 
being shorter and les8 arohed, and it hal much reaeQlblance ~ 
Fellurrteum rujicep8. 
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400. Pom&torhinus ru1\coilis, HODGsoN. 

AsJRes., XIX~BLYTH, Cat. 834-HolUIF., Cat. 3.50. 

TaE RVFOtr5--NECKED ScIMITAR-BABBLER. 

Ducr.-A hove olive-green; head and nape dusky i back and 
8ide8 or neC'k deep rusty; lores and ear-coverts blackish; a white 

supercilium from the brGw to the nape; beneath, as above, but 
paler, and shaded with white on the breast and belly, merging 
into pure white on the chin and throat. 

Bill yellow, dusky a.bove; legs plumbeotls j irides red or red
brown, (or sometimes hoary according to H odg!lon). L(>n~th 8 

inches; extent 9';; wing 3; tail 3t; bill at front f; tarsus t. 
This species is found in the S. E. Himalayas and the Khasia 

hills. 
401. Pomatorhinus ferruginosus, BLYTH. 

J. A. S., XfV., 597-BLYTH, Cat. 83S-HoBSF. Cat. 351-
Piong-kokut, or Poniolig-hut, Lepch.-BlLotetet, Shot. 

THE CORAL-BILLED SCIMITAR-BABBLER. 

De8CT.-Above greenish-olive brown. the cap black (in tbe 
Inales); lares and ears black; a long white supercilium, tinged with 
rufous in front (in the male); beneath, the throat white, and the rest 

of the unrier-parts deep ferruginous, fading on the belly, and 
olivaceou8 on the flanks. 

Bill coral-red; legs greenish brown; i{idell red·brown. Length 
81 inches; extent 11 ; wing 31; tail 4; bill at front 1 j te.rsus, Ii. 

The Coral-billed Babhlel' has been found in the S. E. Himalayas., 
Nepal, and Sikhim, at from 3,000 to 6,000 feet of elevation. I pro

cured it near Darjceling. but know of nothing peculiar in its 
habits. A very nearly allied race, P. Phayrei. Blyth, is found in 
the hill regions of Assam IUld Arrakan. differing only in the crown 
being of the same color as tho bac'k; and P. albogularia, BL, alao 
closely allied, is from the Tenasserim province of Burmab. 

402. Pom&torhinua schieticepa, HODGSON. 

At. Re •. , XIX.-BLYTH, Cat. 828-HoRSF., Cat. 345-P. mon

tanWl, apad McLELLA.ND-Pub40a Beng. 
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Phcyeum-pho, or Pharreeum-plla., Lepch. 

THE SLATY~BEA.DED SCIMITA.R-DABBLER. 

DesCf>.-Above dark olivf;s'peen 1 crown, nape, and ear-coverts, 
dark slaty; along white supercilium from the bjl,~e of the bill to 

the shoulder; lores black; sides of the neck and body intense 

ochreous red; beneath, the chin, breast, and belly, pure white; lower 
part of abdomen, with the flanks, vent, thigh-eoverts, and under 
tail-coverts, olive-green; tail faintly cross barred. 

Bill orange-yellow, with the ridge dusky; legs fleshy-brown; 
irides hoary; orbitnr skin slaty. Length 11 inches 'i extent 12* ; 
wing 4; tail 4t; bill at front 1 j- ; tarsus I!. 

This species of Pomatorhillus extends from Nepal, through Sikhim 
and Bootan, to Assam, Sylhet, and Arrakan. It is not rare nell.r 

Darjeeiing, at about 5,000 fect high, and goes generally in pairs, 
the male uttrlring a loud h.ooting call, answered by the female in 
a different tone. A nest made of moss and some fibres, and with 

four pure white eggs, was brought to me at Darjecling as belonging 
to this bird. 

403. Pomatorhinus Ieucogaster, GOULD. 

BUTH, Cat. 829-HoRSF., Cat. 346-P. olivaeeus, BLYTH. 

GOULD'S SCIMITAR-DABBLER. 

Descr.-Above uniform dull olive; the head tinged with dusky
cinereoulI, and a faint rufesc.:nt tinge on the nape; lores and eaT~ 
coverts blaek; a long white ~upcreiJium, and a deep ferruginous 
spot behind the ear, continued on the sides of the neck and flanks; 
beneath, the throat, bress!, middle of abdomen, white; flanks and 

lower tail·coverts olivaceous. 
Bill yellow, dusky ahove; feet leaden brown. Length 9 inches; 

wing 3i-; ta-il4; bill at front I : tarsus It. 
This appears like a somewhat diminutive r~ee of the last 

(lcl11Bticeps), and is widely spread from the N. 'V. Himalayas, 
through Nepal, to Assam, and as low as TeJtl8Sserim. I did not 
procure it at Darjeeling. It lippears not to ascend the hilT. to any 

height. 
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404. PomatorhinUB Horslleldii, SYKEs. 

Cat.. 13-JERDON, Cat. 89-BLYTH, Cat. 831-HonsF., Cat. 
341-Namala-pitta., or Dalllli-pifta, Tel. 

THE SOUTHERN SCUUTAtt-BABBLER. 

Descr.-Above deep olive-bl'OwD; a white superciliuy stripe; 
neck in front, breast, and middle of abdomen, white; the Banks, 
vent, and under tail·c~velts olive-brown. 

Bill yellow, dusky, above; legs dusky green; irides dark.red. 
Length Ui inches; wing al~; tail 4; bill at front IT'iJ ; 

tarsus 1/'0' 
This is the only Ipecies of PomatorhinU8 we possess in the soutb 

of India, or indeed in any part of India except the Himalayas. It 
is found in all the forests and hill ranges of Southern India. espe· 

cially in the more elevated districts 8uI'h as Wynaad. Coorg, and 
the Neilgherrics, up to above 6,000 feet; also in the Eastern Ghats, 
Goomsoor, &c.; and in the heavy jungles of Central India. It 
frequents tanglt:d undel.wood, in forest8, especially in sW9.mpy 
places, and bamboo jungles; and it makes its way through the 
most dense and tangled bushes with great facility. Itis very shy 
and wary. and 'I'eedily evade! observation.' It is usually in 
pall8, thp male calling out, as w~ll expressed by Col. Sykes, 
hoot, hoot, /toot, while the females answer hooee. Occasion~ 

ally it is met in parties, keeping up II. continual chattering 
c:all. 

It feeds entirely on insects. I procured its n('st nent Ned,wuttutll 

on the Neilg:herries, on 0. blLnk on the road side, made with moss 
and roots, and containing four white eggs of a very elongated form. 

A nearly allied species, P. me/anurus, Bt, occurs in Ceylon; and 
this, with th~ two last species, and P. 1Tw'ltanlU, Horsf., from Ji!ova, 
may be considered representative species. 

405. Pom&torhinus erythrogenys, GOULD. 
P. Z. So, 1831-GOULD. Cent. H. n., pI. 55-BLYTH, Cat. 

821-HoRSF., Cat. 345-P. ferrugi}atus, HODGS.-Ban-bllkra, at 
!:fUQooree-Yongohul-pho, Lepch. 
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THE RUSTY-CREKKED SOUUTAR-DABBLER. 

De,cr.-Above light olivf'-hroWTI; the forehead and sidol of the 
head rusty; a hoary spot just w(ure the eye, and a short faint dusky 
moustache; beneath, white, dasbed on the top vf the breast with 
dusky ; and the aides of the body, the lining of the "Wings, thighs, 

and under tail-coverts, bright rusty. 
Bill horny ; legs fleshy-yellow; irides pale yellow (hoary acoord

ing to Hodgson); orbitar skin 81aty. Length lOt inches; e.dent 
111; wing 3t; tail4t; bill at front l?lI"; tarsus It. 

The female is said to differ from the male in wanting the dark 
moustache. 

This Pomatorhinu6 is found throughout the whole extent of the 
Himalayas, from Simla to Sikhim and Bootan. It is not rare at 
Darjeeling. Hutton says that it is "common in the N. W. Himalayas, 
from 3,000 to 10,000, and even 12,000 feet j Illwaya in pairs, 
turning up the dead leaves on copsewood-covered banks, uttering 
a luud whistle, answering and calling each other; it breeds in 
Apt-i1, constructing a nest on the ground, of dry grnsses and 
leaf stalks of walnut trees, and is covered with a dome-shaped 
roof, so nicely blended with the fallen leaves and witilered 
gras!es, among which it is placed, as to be almost undietinguish
able from them. Thc eggs arc three in number, and white, of 
ordinal y oval shape. When disturbed the bird sprung along the 
ground with long bounding hops, 80 quickly, that from its motiOLi 
and the appearance of the nest, I was led to believe it waa a 
species of rat." 

Somewhat allied in appearance and structure to this last species 
is P. ltlJPolelUo, of Blyth, from Arrakan, and a new species, lately 
found by me on the Khaaia hills, Porn. McLellandi. The former 
speoies, originally d~cribed by Blyth from a young specimen, under 
the generic name of Orthorhinus, is still consideroogenerieally dis
tinct Ly Tickell, who sayll thllot "the bill is sof' ill texture, and sub
cylindric in form, the sinciput fiat, and the tail broad and fan-like. 

Other Pomatorllini not previously noticed are P. [,idorei, 

Lesson, from New Guinea; P. OOmtt1UlU, Cab., from Borneo; 
P. musicus and P. stridulus, Swinh!JC, from China. The Anstralian 
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P011l(lforhi,.i have been recently fleparated as PomaiodomUl; their 
habits appear very similar, but the nidificanon dUrera. 

Gen, XIPBORAMPBtI'S, Blyth. 

8yn. XiphorhynchfU, Blyth, olim. 
e/tar.-Bill still moro curved and more slender than in Pom4lor

hinuB, much compressed; wings and tail as in the.t genus i claw. 
longer, more slender, and very slightly curved. 

This is simply an exaggerated form of Pomatorld,mB. 

406. Xiphoramphus supercfliarls, BLYTH. 

J. A. S., XL, J75-BLYTH, Cat. 856-IIoRSF., Cat. 358-
JERDON, III Ind. Orn., PI. 49-KaN'iok-tamveep, Lepch. 

THE SLENDl.R-IHLLED SOIHITAR-BABBLEB. , 
DtBcr.-Above uniform l'eddiah brown; quills and tail dusky; 

crown, occiput, and sides of head, do,rk cinereous, with a narrow 
superciliary white line; under-part! dull rufo~ferruginous; throat 
whiti,h, streaked with dusky grey; the breast fainier rufous t11&n 

the belly, and obscurely spotted with dusky; shoulders of winge 
and tibial feathers dark cinereous. 

Bill dusky black, plumbeous at the tip; legs leaden brown; 
irides red-brown. Length 9 inches; wing a j tail 41; bill at 
front 1 i ; tarqus It· . 
. This very curiou8 bird hu hitherto been only procured in Sikhim. 
It is rare, and is found from 7,000 to 10,000 fe~t, and upwards. I 
know nothing of its habits, but I doubt its being known to any 
one as a pleasing songster, as Mr, Blyth was informed. 

The next group, that of the Laughing Thrushes, Garrulacin., 
Bonaparte, i, peculiarly a Himalayan and mountain tribe, only three 
having been found in Southern India; one or two in Ceylon; and 
a few more on the Khasia hills, and the upland foreRt! of Bunnah, 
extending north"'ards to China, but sparingly into Malayans. They 
have received several namell. Swainson formed of them hit genul 
Cl'ateropus, which wae formerly URed by myself, but that name is 
now rClstli.cted to a peculiar African type; and Gould formed hi, 
lafltJwcin,:la for some. Ga"ltlaz of Lesson is now generally 
Sdopted, but it baa been sub--divided. 

• 
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All the species of this group have a more cr less Thru.ah-like 
bill, short rounded winge, a long and broad, griLduated or rounded 
tail. and strong legs and feet. A. introductory to thia divi~ion of 
the 7'imaline. I extract some exce1loP.nt general Ietuarka by ROdgflOD, 
when describing several new species: "They frequent deep and 
dark forelta and groves exclusively, feed chiefly on t~ ground, eat 
insecta, berries, and caterpillara, and are incapable of a. sustained 
flight. They are frequently met with on the roads and pathways 
in the foreBU!, attracted by the dung of cattle. for the grain, 
Jarvie, and insects it affords them. On the whole they are more 
insectivorous than frugivorous or graminivorous, yet they are more 
capable of a graminivorous diet than the true Thrushes.· They 
Bcrape the earth with their bill, and sometimes with their feet; many 
of them are caged and tamed with facility. and in Nepal &l'e often 
kept in walled gardells, when they are very useful. destroying 
larvle and insects." 

To these remarks I can only add thnt they are &lmostexclusively 

monticolous, one (or two perhaps) frequenting fOlestsin the plains. 
All are very social, and have loud voices, some harsh, otherA mellow 
and pleasing; a few lay white eggs, the majority blue. 

Gen. G ARRULAX. 

Syn. Crat.erOPUIf# Swai.nson, apud Jerdon-Ianthocincla (partly) 
Gould.- Cincw8oma, Vigon and Hodgson. 

Char.-Bill rather long, moderately stout, nearly straight; th 
culmen gently curved towards the tip, which is slightly hooked and 
nowhed; nostrils advanced, more or less impended by nareaI tuft! j 
rictal bristles rather long; wings moderate, 5th and 6th quills 
longest; tail long, much rounded ; legs and feet very strong; lateral 
toes nearly equal; claws long. 

The birds composing this genus arc of tather large size, with 
longer bills than the next; the plumage plain, in maHes, and with 
fewer marks and variegatioDfl. In their habitl they ate the most 
gregarious and noisy of their tribe. 

There are several sections, diatinguished chiefly by the mode of 
eclotation . 

• I pre.nm" th,t Mr. I1odgfOu h&d here partly in Tie'!!' th. JIIrJaeocirci. Ol' 

Babblen, which a", JIlQch greater grain-w.c.en tlw:I ~ lAqhm,-lhrlUh ... 
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The first have the head erested, that and the breut white, and 
& black eaNtripe; and the only species known to the older authors 
is the mst on our list. The bill is furnished with tufts of bristly 

feathers advancing to the base of the nostrils; the wsus is very 
strong; the middle toe elongated, and the outer toe distinctly 
longer than the inner. 

, 

407. Garrulax leuoo!ophus. lliRDWICKE. 

Corvus, apud HARDWICKE, Lin. Tr. XI.-BLYTH, Cat. 482-

HOR8F., Cat. 284-GOULD, Cent. H. Birds, pI. 18-Rawil-.4ahy. 
H. ill the N. W. P.-Karrio-pho, Lepch.-Karria 90Aa, Bhot.
Laughing Crow or Europeans in the N. W. Himalayas. 

TnE WRITlt-CB.EBTED L ... UGRING-TlIltU8R. 

Ducr.- The whole head with the crest, nape, aides or 
neck, throat, and breast, pure white, tinged with cinereous on the 
nape and back: of the neck:; a black: streak: from the nostrill 
through the eye to the ear-eoverts; the rest of the plumage rich 
olive tufc8cent brown, tinged with chesnut where it joins the 
white, and duker on the tail; quills and tail dusky on their inner 
webs. 

Bill black; legs plumbeous; irides red-brown (or brownish 
yellow in ecme). Length 12 inches i extent 1.51; wing 5; tail 5 ; 
~iIl at front Hi tsrsus Ii· 

The White-crested Laughing-thrush is found throughout the 
whole extent of the Himalaya.s from the far north-west to Bootan, 
and thence through the Khasia hills to Arruan. It assembles in 
large flocks of twenty or more, every now and then bU1'8ting out 
into a chorus of most discordant laughter, quite startling at first, and 
ecreaming and chattering for some time. They feed on the ground a 
good deal, tl1l'1ling over dead leaves for insects, but also eat varioue 
bemelJ. They Crequent the hill zone from about 2,000 to 6,000 feet 
of elevation (rarely higbee), hut are most numerow-between 3,000 
md ol,500 teet. 

I hAve had the nelt and eggs brought me more than once when 
at Darjeeling; the former being a large' mass of roots, moss, and 
grMI, with • few pure whit.e ~gs. 
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A nearly allied lpeciea is fOl1nd in Burmah, G. Dda,.geri, LeMon. 
Another sub.dinsion, vtrty simiW: in form. is exemplified by G. 
'~'" of Tiekell, and thi.a extends into China, where repreaent-
ed by G. ~r,picillabu. and G. c/t.inlmu (which last also occurs 
in the Tenasserim Provinces); indeed, it is doubtful if it really do 
occur in China. G. bicolor and G. mitratu., Miilltr, from Sumatra, 
perhaps belong to this section. An interesting account of the 
habits of G. chinen.i. in confinement is recorded by Blyth, 
Crom Mr. Frith, which, as throwing light on the manners of the 
group, I shall here transcribe: "The bird was excessively tame 
and familiar, and delighted in being caressed and tickled by the 
hand, when it would spread its wing, and assume very singuJtU' 
attitt\p:es. It was naturally a fine songster, and a most universal 
imitator. Whenever chopped meat, or other food, wa~ put iuto its 
cage, it alwuys evinoed the propcn&ily to deposit the bits one by 
one between tbe wires; and when a. bee or wasp was offered, the 
bird would seize it instantly, and invariably turn its tail round 
and make the insect sting it &evcral times successively before 
eating it. A large beetle it would place on the gro,md ami 
pierce it with a -violent downward stroke of its bill; a small snake 

(about & foot long) it treated in like manner, transfixing thc centre 
of the head; it afterwards devoured about half the make, holding 
it by one foot, while it picked with the bill, as was its common 
mode of feeding." Swinhoc relates that he hll.3 more than once 
found the remaine of small birds in the gizzard of G. perlpicillatu8,' 

and he statea that it also pilfers eggs. 

The two next birds, with two others found out of our limits, 

form a small group of allied speoies, of similar habits to thOle of 
the last lIeetion, but with a partlcullLl' ~oloration; the hill is & trifle 
more curved; and the nareaI bristles almost conceal the noitrils. 

408. Garrula.x ... rulatuB, HODGSON, 

Cittclosomn, apud HODGB., As. Res. XIX.-BLYTH, Cat. 4,87-
HOBSF., Cat. 291-Tarmol-pho, Lepch.-Piang-kam, Bhot. 

THE GREY-BIDED LA.UOllING-THIlUBB. 

Dut:t-.-A bove ricll olive-brown, tinged with ChOJlDut; the head 

darker, witll some black marks, each feather beiDg narrowly tipped 
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black; a black irOD\al SODe naching through tlle lorea to the 
-ears; wing. and tibial feat.beJ'8 dull blue or nahy grey. 

Bill dusky, livid at the bue; legs fleshy white: irides red 
brown; orbitar skin livid. Length 11 inches; extent 13; wing 
4i; tail 5; bill at front i; tal'SU~ Ii. 

Tbis Laughing-thrush is found in the S. E. Himalayas. It is 
not rare in Sikhim, from about 2,000 to 4.000 feet or so. A 

.nest and eggs, said to be of this bird, were brought to me at 
Darjeeling, the nest loosely made with roots and graBS, and 
containing two pale-blue eggs. 

409. Garrulax Delesserti, JEBDON. 

Crateropus, apud J&B.DON, Cat. 88-JEllDON, Ill. Ind. eln., 
pllS-O. griseiceps, DELE~SERT. 

THE WYNAAD LAUOnJNG~THllUS1L 

De&cr.-Head and nape dusky blackish grey; the rest of the 
plumage above dark brownish rufous, lighter and ferruginous 
on the rump and tail-coverts, and darker OD the wings Bnd 
t ail; chin, throat, neck, and oreast, white; the sidel:l of the 
brea8t shaded with dull ciuereoui, belly and vent light reddish 
brown. 

Bill du~ky, yellow at the billie beneath; legs fleshy; irides dull 
red. Length 11 inches; wing' 4 i'l'(j ; tail 4:; tartiUS Ii. 

This is a somewha.t rare bird. 1 first saw it in possession of 
M. Delcsscrt, who got it in the slopes of the Neilgherries; and I 
afterwards procured it in the same locality, at about 3,000 feet of 
elevation. 1 also saw it several timcsin the 'Vynaad, aBsociating in 
l .. rge flocks, wandering about among the under-wood and bamboos, 
and occasionally bringing out a chorus of peculiar, but clear. 
chattering notes. 

A nearly allied species is found in Ceylon, G. cinereiff'onl, 
Blyth; another in Assam, G. gu/af'i8, McLelland, which lut I 
lately procured in the Khaeia hills . 
. The n~%t bird notioed differ8 in some points: the bill is .horter 

and. more arched, the frontal plumes are hriltly; the W&U8 is 
dWiDctly acutloted, and the coloration is peculiar. 
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410. Gt.rruIalt l'IIIIcollia, JARD. &lid SILBY. 

Ianthocincla, apud JABDI!{.E and SELBY, Ill. Om., 2nd Seriel, 
plo 21-BLTTH, Cat. 49B-BOllS!'. Cat. 293-Ianthoc. lunaria, 
NOULLAzro-fWduya, Beng.-1tapchen-pho, Lepc.h .. 

TaE RUFOUS-NECK]!,D LAUGHING-THRUSH .. 

De,cr.-General plumage olive-brown, darker on tlie tail, which 
iB almost black: at the tip, and paning into deep ashy on the crown 

and occiput; forehead, orbitar region, eat-coverts, throat, and tore-• 
neck, deep black; a crescent-like patch of deep mfou. on the aidee 
of the neck; middle of the lower abdomen, ven~ a~d under tail
coYerts, rufous. 

Bill black i legs livid brown; irides dull red. Length 9, 
inch\'i extent 12,; wing 4 ; ta.i1 51; bill at front t j ta:rsus 1i. 

This GalTlllax is found at the foot. of the Himalayas, extending 
IIp the slopes of the hills, to perhaps 2,000 feet.; and is also com
mon in the foresta of Assam, Sylhet, Imd Cachar, and the eastern 
frontier of Bengal. r first observed it in the Sikhim Terai, where I 
was absolutely startled by a large troop of them, twenty or thirty 
at least, suddenly breaking out into a most extraordinary c.aok
ling, chattering. crowing ehOlUS, some of the notes being clcar, 
others harsh. Th., birds wel'e in some bamboo jungle on the road 

aide, some feeding on the ground, others perched on the bamboos 
and trees around; and they did I\Ot leave the spot, nor eease their 
calling, till r had shot two or three of them. I found that they bad 
been feeding chiefiy on insects, also on seeds. Buchanan Hamilt<>n 
eays that this bird il easily tamed, sings with a fine full mellow 
note, like Ito Blackbird, and lives on insccts and plantains, &c. 

The next group is distinguished by their dull plumage, by the tail 
feathers tipped with white, and by a tendency of the outer web of the 
primariell to be lighter colored, 8.11 in the next genus. The bill is stron
ger than in the last, the nostrils more apert, the rictal bristle. feeble, 
the tarsUII strongly IIcutated, and the midtlle toe less le.gthened. 

411. GarruIa:I: &Ibogu\aria, Gouw. 
Ianthocincla. .pud GOULD, P. Z. S., lsa,6...:.sLTTB, Oat. 484-

Hou!'., Cat. 28t1L-Oinclos. albigula, HODG&oM'-X"",,,,,,,,,,,,, 
Lepch. 
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Taa WJllTSooTH1lOA'UD LA.UOKlHG-T1IB.tJSB. 

DHet-.-Abon dull' olive-bro'l'fll, 'With some fulvous on the fore-
head and 1l0U' the eyes; loree, md under the eyes. black; lenni· 
nat third of the lateral tail feathers white; beneath, the chiD. 
ud throat. ",hite; breut ~he same colour as the back; abdomen, 
vent, and under tail--coverts, rusty, darker on the Banks and under 

lail-coverla. 
Bill dueky i legs plumbeoUB grey i iridel glaucous; orbital .kin 

~Dish. Length 12 inches; extent Hi i wing til; tail5t j bill 
at front nearly 1; tanus 1 i . 

The White-throated Laughing-thrush is found throughout the 
Himalayas, from Bootan to Simla, more comman in the 
North-west., than in tho eastern portion of the rallgo ... It 
prefers rather high elevation" from 6,000 to 9,000 feet and 
upward'i livell in large Boeke, feeding mostly on the ground, 
among bamboos and btuBh-wood, and every no,,' and then lIeream~ 
ing and chattering; but not 110 loudly or discordantly as lIome of 
the otbere. Hutton, who saYIL that it is yery common at MuS!oo~e, 

found thll nest "about seven or eight feet from ,he ground, of woody 

tendrils, twige, fibres, or at time! of grase and leaves, and whb 
three beautiful shining gleen eggs." "It is not very common at. 
Darjeeling, and ill not found below 6,000 or 1.000 feet. 

412. Ga.rrnlax pector&lil, GOULD. 

I antbocincla, apud GOULD, P. Z. 5., 1835-BLTTB. Cat. 485 
-HOBBF., Cat. 288-Cinc1oll. grisaure. HODGSON-G. melliD.qtill, 
BLT'ZB-G. uropygialie, CA1UN18-0l-pho, Lepch. 

THE BLAOJt-GOBOETED UUOHlNG-TJIBU8H. 

Ducr.-PIUl4&ge above light olivaceoua brown, with a rusty 
tinge on the bacle. and rump, and the nape and hind neck bright 

rusty; qui.lle edged whitish, ()r pale cinereouB, and the tenninal 
third of all 'he lateral tail-feathers with . double band of black and 
white i a narrow whhe supercilium; eheeke, lores. and ear-coveN 
Iilvery grey or ~te. (in aom.e,. however, pure black), enclosed by 
two .. rro". black ~ which origioate at the hue of the bill, 
.. cicoling round tbe e1M and eart, unne~to. broad band, 
which deioendl on the sidee of the nea, and thence form a gorget 
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on the top of the breast; beneath, the chin i ll white; the neck, 
throat, bre.st, and aides of t~ abdomen, very pale fulvoue. in iOme 
bright r\l8ty throughout, e::(cept on the middle of the lower 
abdomen., sometimes \\ hite Oll the throat and brcJBt.; the relit of the 
body beneath, white. 

Bill bluish horny, dusky above; lcgs greeni.sh plumbeoulI; 
irides brown; orbitar t;kin dusky leaden. Length 13 inches; 
extent 16i; wing 5f; tIli15i-; bill at front 11 j tarsus Ii. 

This species varies a good deal (according to the locality) in 
the ma.rkings on the ear-coverts, which in somE: ate black., in 
others white mixed with black; and in some the pectoral band is 
obsolete. Specimens from the Himalayas have usually the ears 
silver-grey, whilst those from Arrakan have them black nnd grey in 
every gradation. It is found in the IIimalayas, extending through 
Assam into Burroah. 

Bonaparte, in his Conspectus, gives G. uropygialil, Caban is, 
from Assam, as distinct frOIn this, • the wings of a dulit'f shade, 
and the rump rufescent, not concolorous with the body.' It 
does not appear to me to differ. 

413. Garrulax moniliger, HODGSON. 

Cinclosoma, Il.pud HODGSON, As. Res. XIX.-BLYTH, Cat. 486-
HOR8:F., eat. 289-Ianthoc. pectoralis, apud McLELLANb-Garr. 
McLellandi, BLYTH-Olrpho, Lepch.-Piatlg-kam, Bhot. 

TUE NEOK-LACED LAUOHING-THRUSH. 

Descr.-Very like the lut; above pale olive-brown j the whole 
neck and throat rusty; the lateral tail feathers with a double band 
of black: and white, but the white much le98 broad tnan in the 
last; the reat of the body beneath white, more or le,ll. tinged with 
rusty on the breast, flanks, and middle oC the IIohdomen; .. white 
supercilium from the bill to the occiput j below it a black line 
proceeding from the bill, through the eyeB and ear-coverts (which 
fU'e black, more or less mixed with white or grey), and .weeping 
round the bottom of the breast like a necklace. 

Bill" dnaky horny; lega fleshy grey; iridel yeD.GW, or ".te 
brownieh, or orange j orbitu skin evanescent. • LeDgth 11 t iachn; 
wing 5t; tail D; bill at front 1 i taren' Ii. 



· nus specle! dlIera from the last I.n its 1IftaD.~ me, shorter 
wing, the less development of the pectoral band, lelll white on 
the tail feathere, and in the ear-coverta aeldom having any white, 
or, it is only eeen in the lower pal1; the leg! and irides, too, 

diH'er in color. It is found in the S. E. Himalayu, also e%~ 

tcnding into Assam, ArralclUl, and the Tenass erim Provinc:e •. 
I procured both this and the laet at Darjeeling, and have also 

seen one, or both, in Sylhet, Cachar, and Upper BlUmah. They 
both associate in large flocks, and frequent more open fore.ts than 
most of the previous species. The eggs are greenish blue. 

Other species of Garrulaa:, which, without being very closely 
allied, may yet be cluaed near this section, are G. merfl4Untu, 
Blyth, from the Khasia hills, remarkable for it! Thrush·like 
appearance, and perhaps G. TUft/Ton" Swains. and Lesson, (rom 
Java. The former 1 found to be rare near Cherra Poonjtle, at 
least during the rainy season. 

The next species differs somewhat from those previously noticed 
by its shorter wing, lengthened tail, and coloration. In ita habib it is 
intermediate between the species of GaJ"l'u.laz and Tr(Jclialopt~T(1Jf, 

baving the loud call and numerous flocks of the former, whil.t 

the members keep individually more apart, ae in the aueceeding 
bixds. Gray 8eparates it generio.ally, retaining for it Oould'a 
Dame, I~nthocincla, but, with Horsfield, I t.hall .till keep it as 

Garrulaz. 

!) 4. Ga.rruIax ocellatus, VWOBI. 

Cinclo80m~ apud VIGORS, P. Z. S., l8Sl-GOULD, Cent. II. 
B., pL IS-BLYTH, Cat. 488-HoBBF., Cat. 292-Lho-karreum

pI"" Lepch. 

THE WRITE-8f"OTTED LA.O'GRlXG-TRBtJ8H. 

DMCt".-Fol"ekead, .ides of the head, and body above, reddish 
tm,wn ; top of the head, and neck in fron~ blac1:ish brown; the nape, 
~k., wi.1lgt, an4 upper t&il-co,,:erta, marked with white ocelli, 
~_~rl,.; \qmu.. and lateral tail-f~ther8, gteenith du.ky, 

wUh withe tips; .uter webs of the middle quill! grey, iPol'l'iAg' 
F 
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grey aJar band; the lower wing-coverts variega~d with red, 
black, and white; beneath, the breast whitish rufous with bla:ck 
bands; abdomen pale rufous. 

Bill ytilowiah, du&ky on the ridge and tip; If!8' dttll yelloW;"', 
irides yellow-hrqwn. Length 14 inches; wing 5 j taa 7; bill at 
front 1 ; tarsus l-ln, . 

1 have seeD no record of this handsome bird having been 
proeul'ed elsewhere than in Nepal and Sikhirn. About Darjeeling 
it is not found below 8,000 feet, and is most abundant ~tween that 
elevation and 10,000 feet. I saw it between Darjeeling and 
Tonglao in lIu'ge flooks, with a fine loud clear call, which, when 
begun by one, was immediately answered on all SJdcs. It was 
feeding on various fruit and aeeds. 
Cro~! guttatul, Ternm., P. C. 592, from Java, judging from the 

figure, appeal's to me allied to this species; and Bonaparte 
pJaces near these birds Timalia palliala and T. Iugubrill, Muller, 
both from Sumatra. 

The following birds differ considerably from GarruiLl.x, as rear,rict
ed, in their smaller size, more variegated plumage, more rouooed 
1'tingtl. and also in habits; for, though still al!lsociating in flocks, 
tbey do not keep so close together, but scatter through the 
brushwood. They have all peculia.r ca11B. which, however, in 
general, they do not utter in such full chorus M GtWrula.r. They 
have of late boon divided into two genera, which, however, differ 
but very slightly from each other, and chiefly in the more compJete 
rounding of the wings. I RhaU not separate them, but class them 
both under Hodgson's genus TrochallJpteron; Purocycl08, in which 
Gray l,iaces them. being pre-occupied in Malacology. 

Gen. TaOCHALOPTERON. Hodgson. 

Syn. Garrulaz (in part) Auct.-Ptero~lo,. Gray. 
Cha,..-Bill moderate or short, nearly strai~ht. very slightly 

hooked at the tip. distinctly notched j nostril, iwlpended 
at their hue by the frontal plumes; winge ebon, much 
rounded, the teni.riea being IS long .. the prUnariee; tail 
moderately long. broad ; tal'llll5 and feet moderately strong; Iaiwl 
claw large. ' 
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The birds of this genus are pleaaingly varied in their plumage, 
and the outer webl of the fint primaries of many are colored 
yellow, or bluish, or red. 

~15 'l'rochalopteron erythrocephalom, VIGOBS. 

Cinclosoma, spud VIGORS, P. Z. S., 1831-GOOLD, Cent. H. B., 
pI. 17-BLYTH, Ca.~. 495-HoRBF" Ca.t. 294. 

THE RED-HEADED L4UGHING-rHRU8B. 

Dela.-Head IUld nape deep rich chesout; lores, chin, and throat 
black; ear-coverts mixed rufous and dark brown; neck poateriorly 
olivaceous. with black marks; the rest of the upper plumage 
ashy olive; shoulders of the wings and lesser coverts det:p ferru
ginous or chesnut; primaries olivaceouB, tinged, more or less, with 
ferruginous, and with black BpOts on thtl breast, especially OD the 
sides; these vary in Dumber and size, probably accordingto age; 
the flanks, lower abdomen, vent, and under tail-coverts, olivaceous. 

Bill homy brown; legs dull yellow. Length 111 inches; wing 
4t; tail 5}; bill at front i; tarsus Ii· 

The Red-headed Laughing-thrush appears to be confined to the 
N. W. HimalaYa! and the western districte of Nepal. It is un
known in Sikhim, where it is represented by a very closely allied 
species. Shore, Il~ quoted by Gould in his .. Century," !ays that 
"it is by no IDe&nI uncommon in Kumaon, where it frequents 
shady ravines, building in hollows and their precipitous sides, and 
making its nest of I!maU sticks and graeses, the eggs being five in 
.number, of a sky-blue colour." 

416. Trochalopteron chrysopterom, GOULD. 
Ianthocincla, apud GOULD, P. Z. S., l8B5-BLYTH, Cat. 494-

BOMF., Cat. 294-Tarphom-pho, Lepch.-Panion9, Bbot. 

TaE Ym.x.OW-WIJfGKD LAUGHING-THRUSH. 

D~Icr.-F('reKead dark rufous; sinciput dusky grey, continuing 
f*nnd thf;t .y81 ILl! a darky band; occiput dark cheanut; hack of 
lleclt reddMh, with large black apote; back; rump, and up~r tail
oOOWlrU, olivaMOtW., titaged rufeeOen& on the interacapulau; ahoul
der of wings and leeeer conrta deep CheJDut; primariea olivaceous, 
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edged with bright yellow; tettiar1e1 dwl ciner60us, blllCk tipped; 
beneath, tbe chin and .throt.$ ue black, ear·covetts blaok. edged 
with white: the rest rufous. with black erelet'Dtie .pots on the 
neck and breast; olivaeeous (lll the flanks, Yent, tuut under-tail· 
coverts. ! 

Bill du.ley brown; mg8 horny yellow brown; irides red. 
Length 10 inches i wing 4; tail 4+: ' bill at front f; tarsus 11. 

This is perhaps the most · common and abundant species about 
Darjeeling. It is often leen on the road, picking up insect! or 
grain .mong the dung of e&ttle, bot rapidly bopping oiF, and 
diving into the nearest thicket on being approached. If one 
utter its call, it is answered in all directions, though !lot very noisily. 

The egge are greenish blue, in a nest neatly made with roots and 
mOBS. It extends from Sikhim and Bootan to Nepal, and is very 
closely allied to the last, which it replaces in the S. E. Himalayas. 
T. nificapillum, Bl., from the Khasia hille, and T. mtlallostigma, BI., 
(rom Tenasserim, are also representative speciell in their respec. 
tive localities. 

417. Trochaiopteron subunico\or, H ODGSON. 

J . A. 8., XII., 952-BLYTB, Cat. 491-HoBBF., Cal. 306-
Tarml'li--PM, Lepch.-Nabom, Bbot. 

THE PLA[N.oCOLOREJ) LAUGHING-THRUSH. 

DelC'f'.-Above olive-brown, with black marks ; the crown dashed 
with dusky cinereous, and the feathers slightly edged dark; lores 
blackish ; ear-coverts, and the feathers beneath them, margined 
with silvery ash ; the outer primaries, and the emarginate portion 
of the others. edged with bright yellow; the central tail·{eathen 
golden olive-green; lateral tail feathen b1aclciah, oliva.ceoua '" 
their bue, with narrow white tips; the UDder part8t like those above, 
W., olive·bl'Qwn with dark: marks, \ut paler, and with the dark 
markings leu defined. 

Bill du.ek:y; lege reddith brown j iride. rM-bZ'OWJl. Lengtll: 
10 iochel ; wing 3i; t!-il4j- ; bill at front .. ; tanul 11. 

Thia bud;' cIaoaed u • T~ in H...a.MI', C~ 
,.,hilR I.ha two formm-"e placed in .Pt.troqoIOf.. but; dlere i.1!lO 
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eMentia! distinction. n. bill is • little shoner in uu. speoies, and 
the wing a tri8.e motfI rounded. . 

It is nearly .. abundant II the last in. the vicinity of Darjeeline, 
and it. habits do not differ. 

418. Trochalopteron variegatum, VIGons. 
CinciosODla, apud VIGORS, P. Z. S., 1831-GouLD, Cent. H. B., 

pI. 16-BLYTH, Cat. 493-HoRSF, Cat. 296-Ganza, Nepal 

THE VARIF.GATED LAUGHING-THRUSH. 

De8Cf",-Plumage above brownish grey, rusty on the . (orehead, 
and cinereous on the head and neck; a stripe (rom the nape through 
the eye~ black, surmounted by a narro'" white line behind the 
eye; car-coverts dark brown; wings with a black spot on the 
primary coverts, and another 011 the middle of the wings; the 
greater coverts rufous; outer webs of the primaries pale abhy-w.hite, 
tinged yellowish (probably bright yellow in the fresh bird); the 
last of the primaries and all thc secondaries tipped white i tail, with 
the tips of four middle feathers, ashy grey. the (our outer feathers 
on each side edged with olive~yellow, and white tipped. aId 

all, except the outer ones, black: at the base; beneath, the chin, 
throat, ADd middle of the neck, are black; the sides of the neck 
pale rusty whitish. olivaceous on the· breast and fl.l1nks; and the 
abdomen and vent rufous. 

Bill black; lE'g! reddish j irides brown. Length 10 inches; 
wing 4; tail 4t j hill at front ti; tarsus Ii· 

Thill species hos been sent from Nepal, Kumaon, and Simla, but. 

it does not appear f.o extend into Sikhim. 

419. T-rochalopteron alllne, HODGSON. 
Garrulax •• pud HODGSON, J. A. S., XII .• 950-BLTTB, Cat. 

49t---HoB:8J1'., Cat. 2iJ7. 

Tq BLAOX:· JI'ACltD !.J.UOHING-THRU8H • 

. .Duer.-Abafe ruIeaoent olive-brown, more or leu moU1ed 
wi\h paler OD. tht "back; rump diagy greenish, and the upper tail
ftlWerY rufous; tide. or heed, ioJet. cheeie. aDd eu'-OO"Yelte, black, , 
~"ioatJUr tb.ia hue even .u4'-. tM erown; ehou1der (1£ 
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winga and wiog-.eoverta like the bt.ck; • jet black llpot on the 
primary coverts j winglet, a.nd the ou.ter molrgin of tbe qu.ills. pearl 
grey; tho&e or the serondariee Idld some of the tertiaries gret}tliBb 
yellow j the rest of the tertiuies and tips or th~ secondarie8 
tilaty grey; a broad white moustachial spot, an.d! one behind 
the ears also white; beneath, the chin is black; the breast rufous 
brown, the feathers edged laterally with grey; the belly uniform 
faint rufou8 brown i lower tail-coverts the Bame, but darker_ 

Hill b*:k i feet reddish brown; irides brown. Length 101 
inches j wing 4; tail4i; bill at front nearly i; tarsus Ii-

This rare species of Laughing-thrush may be said'in Borne 
measure to tllke the place, in the S. E. Himtl.layas, of the last. It 
has been sent from Bootan, Sikhim, and Nepal I saw it in thick 
bamboo jungle between 8,000 and 9,000 feet of ele\&1ion, on'the 
road from DarjE'eling to Tongl'.lo, and I imagine that it only fre
quents th~ higher mountains. 

420. TrochaJopteron squamatum, GOULD. 

lanthocincla, apud GUULD, P. Z. S., 1835--BLYTH, Cat. 492 
-HORSF., Cat. 305-JARD. and SnBY, Ill. Orn. 2, pI. 4_ 
Ciuclos. rnelanura, HODGSON-Tmomal-pho, Lepch.-Nabvm. Bhol 

TIlE BLUE~WING •. D LAUGHING-THRUSH. 

Dt!6ff.-Head, neck, and body a.bove, olive-brown, with black: 
lunule!; mmp unspotted da.rk chesnut; brows black; w.ings black 
internally, visible as such on the tertiaries, but the edgeB of the 
tirst primaries blue; margins of the other quills, and the coverts. 
dark castaneous; tail black, overlaid with glo~sy peen, and 
olf.801etely batted with a terminal band or rusty; beneath, the chin" black, and the rest or thl! lower plumage oli~eoua in 
some, in others inclined to rufou9 or chesnut; vent and UDder 
wI-coverts rufescent or chesnut. 

Bill black j legll shining fleBhy brown; icide! red-brown (glaucous 
according to Hodgson). Length 10i inchel; extent 12; wing 
3t; tail 4j i bill at front f; tarl UI 1/15, 

This is a common bird in the neighbourhood of Oetieeling, .... d 
h .. similar hbita with the others. It haa VU1 ehori and hiaWl 
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fOUnded wings. and. wu placed by Hors6eld as a reRtrieted Tt'OCM
Iopteron. It has hitherto only been found in Nepal and Sikhim, but 
I quite recendy obtained it in the Khasla hills, where not un
common. 

421. Trochalopteron rufoguJare, GOULD. 

Ianthocincla, apud GOULD, P. 7.. S., lSal-BLYTH, Cat. 482 
_HORSF., Cat. 303-Cinclos. fufimenLa, HOOosoN-Narhigivan-

pho, Lepch. • 

THE RUFOUS-CHINNED LAUGHING-THRUSH. 

De,cr.-Above Cllive-brown, broadly lunated with black; the 
entire cap black; tail dark:: rufescent olivaceous, unspotted, but 
with a double band of black. and rusty at the tip; winglet, and 
ODter edges of the primaries, bluish, the last white lippt'd; the 
long coverts of the wings tipped with black, balwise; a pale white 
roundish spot before the eyes, and a bro"d longitudinal tllack patch 
behind the gape, extending under and behind the eM-coverts, 
which are olive rufescent i beneath, the chin is rUBty i the throat 
white (rusty in some individua19, the femsles ?); breast and belly 
pale smoky grey, with bla"k dropB; vent and under tail-eoverta 
rusty; the lower part of the flauks and thighs olive-brown. 

Bill horny yellow; legs fleshy brown; orbitar skin blue. Length 
10 incbM; extent 101: ~ing 31: tail 4;; bill at front not I; 
tanus If. The bill is 90mey,hat stlaighter than in the others, and 
very indistinctly notched. 

This bird iB foond throughout the whole extent of the Hima
layas, from Bootan to Cashmere, and also in the Khuia hills. 
It it not common at Darjeeling, and I found it at from !i,OOO to 
8,000 feet. Hutton obtained the nest and egga at Muss~e in 
May. The e~gs are white j a color rare, but not unknown, in this 
gt'oup. 'Dide p. M. Adama states that it is common in the den~ 
jungles ol the lower Himalayan ran~e.s in thp N. W., and around 
~e vale of Cashmere. It ia generally seen in Hooks. and ita wi 
is loud &\,d harsh. 

The next bird 1R8Ilw! alone ib ita coloration, and ia perhaps the 
dobett ooIored in the family. 
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422. 'frochalopteron phCBDioeum, GoULD. 

lanthooincls, apud GOUIJ>, Icon. Av., pI. 3-BLYTH, Cat. 
497-HoBSF .• Cat 302-;-Crateropull puniceus, BLYTJI-Tiqi
plw, Lepcl>.-R'P'ha. Bhoc 

THE CRIMSON-WINGED LAUGHING-THRUSH. 

DesC1".-Above, plumage rich olive-brown, rufous on the wings; 
tail dusk.black above, each feather tipped with bright orange, the 
lateral one! most broadly 80; the feathers on the sides of th'c 
crown, and over the eye, margined laterally with black, form
ing a superciliary streak; eye-streak, ear-eoverts, sides of the 
neck, outer edge of primaries, of the terminal portions of the 
secondaries, and of the longest tertiaries, crimeon ; the secondaries 
black internally. and partially margined with light grey; beneath, 
as the upper plumage, but paler, and tinged with raddy; tail 
beneath almost entirely dun-orange . • Bill black"'; Jegs livid brown; irides red-brown. Length 8. 

inches; extent Wi; wing 3.; tail 4,; bill at front i; tarsua Ill)" 
This richly-plumaged Laughing-thrush is found in the S. E. 

Himalayas, and also in the J{hasia hills. It is tolerably abundant 
in Sikhim, and frequents the zone from 4,000 to 6,000 feet or so. 
A nest and eggs, said to be of this bird, wel'C bl'ought to me at 
Dlll'jeeFmg, the nest made of roots and grass, and the eggs, three 
in numbel', pale blue, with a few narrow and wavy dusky streaks. , 

The two next birds belong to a peculiar type, and arc the 9n1y 
l'epresentatives of the genus found in Southern India, where they, 
&! was to be expected, are confined to the summita of the highest 
mQuntain ranges. 

423. Trochalopteron cachinna.ns, J"-OON.-
• Orateropus, apud JRRDON, Cat. 87, wi&h figure-BLYTH, Cat. 

598-HoBBF., Ca.t. i9S-erat. Lafresuayu, D&LESS&B.T-C. Dele. 
·serti, L6.FRIl.8NAYE. 

THE NEILGHERRY LA'[)'GHING-THaUIlH. 

Ducr.-Above olive--brown; the head daaky 'Mack; eye-brom, 
lores, and eyelids.. white; ear-covel"t8 rufOUI; beneaab, the Min 
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white; the rest of the body bright rWout, olivaceOU8 OD. the flank. 
and lower tail-coverts. 

BiU black; legs dusky greenish; irid6!l nne red. Length 9i 
inches; wing 3/a ; tail 4 ; bill at front tfJ; tarsus 11· 

Thia noisy bird is abundant in all the wood8 on the 8ummit of 
the Neilgherries, and ita loud laughing call i8 often heard when 
the bird itself remains unseen. I have found it nowhere else than 

on the Neilgherries, but it very probably will be found on the top 
• of the Pulneys, Animalies, and other high ranges of So.thern IndiL 

Like others oC the genus, it lives in small scattered flooks, forag~ 
ing about the thick brushwood. It often wanders apparently 
alone, though at no great distance from the flock, with whom it 
ke~ps up a communication as a sign:al of the direction it is going, 
or, perhaps, of the abundance of food obtained. On being 
watched they hop and climb up the stems and thick brancbes of 
the nearest tree, never however ascending to the tops of trees. 

' They feed partly on the ground, and partly on bUMte4i and their 
chief rood appears to be fruit, especially that of the Phy.aii. 
ptruviana, so perfectly acclimatized on the Neilghemcs; but they 
occasion~lIy eat caterpillars and other insects. The nest is made of 
roots and moss, and the eggs are blue, with a few brownish spots. 

I wu in prror in stating in my IlIwtrations of Indian Ornithology 
that the eggs were white, for, on the occasion alluded to, I mistook 
the bird (of which 1 had only a hurried glance) ; it was the 
Pomatorl,imt8 HorVieldii whose nest I then obtained, fWI I had 
afterwards severll.l opportunities of confirming. 

424. Trochalopteron Jerdoni, BLYTH. 

Garrulax, o.pud BLYTH, J. A S., Xx. 622. 

THE B.LNABOBE LAtTGRING·THRUSB. 

D(!,er.-Above olivaceous; the head bluish, passing to dull uhy 
'on the nape j white supercilia; lores black, less developed than in 
eacAinnon, ; fore-nook and breaat pale ashy, passing to whiti.h 011 

the ear-covetts j ' middle of the abdoroe.a rufous i Danks and under 

tail-eoret1S oliv~ous. 
Bill black j legs horny; irid. red. Length 8t inche. j wing 

af.; ~St; ~ .. l"" 
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Tbis Laughing--thrllsh'u very closely allied to the la!t, differing 
chiefly by the ashy breast, and some few other particulars. 1 
procured it near the top of the Banasore peak. ' a .high hill at the 
edge of the Ghats separating Malabar from the W ynaad, at an 
elevation of from 5,000 to 6.000 feet. Its voice is 'Very like that of 
it. Neilgherry congener, but more subdued. I did not hear it 
in Coorg, nor in any other part of the W ynud, hut I have no 
doubt tbat it will be fouIld on BOrne of the higher elevations along 
the range of Western Ghats. 

The two next species also differ from all in their mode of colora
tion, and, tQ a small extent, structurally, Rnd they exhibit some 
affinity for Actiflodu,ra, and also, though more distantly, to the 
Atalacuci.rcu8 group. 

425. Trochalopteron lineatum, VIGORS. 

Cinc1osoma, apud VIGORS, P. Z. S., 1831-BLYTR, Cat. 599-
HOBSF., Cat. 300. 

THE STRE .. XED LA.UGHJNG-THRUSH. 

Ducr.'-Head and back: olivaceous ashy, the feathers of the 
head and neck: centred with reddish brown; wings chesnut; tail 
the same, more or less olivaep,ous, and with a broad ashy-white tip, 
preceded by a na.rrow dark band, and obsoletely barred (most dis
tinctly seen beneath); ear-coverts ru£escent; lores, and over the 
eyes, whitish; beneath the plumage is mixed ashy and rufescent, 
lighter and more Q.Shy on the chin and throat; lower abdomen, 
vent, and under tail-coverts, olivaceou8; the feathers of the back 
and of the neck and breast white-shafted; and the feathers of the 
breast and lower part8 are all edged with olive ashy. 

Length 8j iRches; ,ving 3t; tail 3f ; bill at front III" ; tarsus li. 
This species has not been found in the Sikhi.J:Q. Himalayas, but 

exleDds from Nepal to Cashmere, where Adams says that it is not 
rare. Jle found it living in flocka, very tame, and with a low 
chattering note. Hutton saya that it i~ leen in pairs, or four 
or five together. He found the nest, either iII. .; low bu,sh, or tbe 

aisles of a bank, loosely coJl.ltructed of grus, stalks, and roots, 
and with ulually three eggs, whose color he d.ou Dot IDeation. 
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426. Trochalopteron seWer, HODOION. 
Cinclo8oma, apud HODGSON, As. Ree. XIX.-Gan. imbrieatut, 

BLYTH, J. A. S., XII.. 951·-BLTTB, Cat. 500-H0B8F" Oat. 299. 

THE BRISTLY LA.UGBINO~THBD8H. 

Deler.-Above ru£eqcent brown, darker on the head, and more 
rufous on the wings and tail; rump and Banks olive-green; tail 
rufescent, its feathers broadly 8ubterminated with dull black. and 
the extreme tip whiti&h; feathers of the crown, nape, and neck, 
slightly margined with dull olive-grecn, and with shining black 
shafts, and these feathers and those of the back slightly rigid to 

the feel; lares alhulICent; beneath, rufescent olive-brown, more in
clining to rufous than the upper parts, and the ear-coverts, aides of 
neck, and all the under parts are morc or leS8 white·shafted, chiefly 
tow;ards the tips of the feathers; the primaries are inconspicuously 
margined with grey, and the secondaries with yellowish olive. 

Bill and feet brown. Length 8f inches; wing 3; tail 4 ; bill at 
front t; tarsus Ii· 

This curious ~pecies shows &ome affinities for Acantkoptila, 
placed by Hodhl'SOD in the MalacQcircu$ series, both by its more 
lengthened bill and the spinous character of the plumage. It has 
only ru:I yet been sent from Nepal and Bootan, but it will probably 
be found in Sikhim. Hodgl!on states that. the stomach of this bird 
is very thick, almost like a gizzard. 

No other species of this genus appear to be recorded, except 
one from China, said by Blyth to be very MalacocirctUl-like. 
P S(lplwdes of Australia ap}l~ars to beloD~ to this family, De&r the 
present series, and indeed hilS been placed in it by Bonaparte; and 
this Ornithologist aha classes next to it the peculiar Ma1a.yan genus 
Lbphocitla, Vanga cristatIJ of Griffith's Cuvier, which appears to 

have some affinity for TkamnocataphlU. The European DJilornithw 

in/anIta, usually placed among the Jay!, perhaps belongs to t.his 
family. and 'SectioD, but most of the African Crai~ropi COlD8 

nearet" the M~lacocirCUI group. 
• 

• ~ltl" ..JJnc.tlU agret, with the dellCriptioR of •• ta/er_ but nodg.on appear. 
to "bTe miRd up .ptc!men. or both "'Pede., for li, .eu' .pecimBIU of ,h,latf; bird 
.. Hl4for",'" I .~.u by Ht. mym. 
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We have next in order two genera which diller .omewhlt, 
both in structure and habits, from the others of this family, but 
which, nevertheless, appear to belong to it. They are more arbo
real in tbeir habits, less socia! and noiay, and they appear to 
have lome a.ffinities for the LeiotrichinQ!. and an&logies for the 
J ays. 

Gen. ACTINODURA, Gould. 

Syn. IZop8, Hodgs.-LdtMincla, Bt 
Char._Bill moderately long and compressed, rather slender, 

slightly curved; nostrils linear, basal; nch.! bristles few lind weak; 
wings short, rounded, 5th, 6th, and 7th quills about equal; tail 
long, graduated; tarsus moderate, stout; lateral toes unequal; 
anterior claws long, moderately curved; hind we with thl! claw 
strong and well curved. Plumage copious, dense, and silky; 
wings baned; toil obscurely banded; head crested. 

This genus was considered by Hodgson to be a link between 
Sibia. and C;nci08oma. Bonaparte in his Conspectus placed it next 
to Mal(JcocircUB, but aFterwards removed it to the Garrulaa: series. 
Blyth, Horsfield, and Gray all recognise its affinity to this famlly, 
and I think it may be considered to lead from Troahakpuron 
to MalacocircUB. There are only two species known. 

427. Actinodura Egertoni. GOULD. 

P. Z. S., l836-BLYTH, Cat. 501-HoItSF., Cat. 307-Ixop8 
runfrons, HODGI!!ON-Leiocincla plumosll, BLYTH_GOULD, Birds
of Asia, pl.-Ramnio-pho, Lepch. 

THE RUFOUS BAR-WING. 

»aer.-Crown and nape soft brown, passing into ashy pink on 
the crest; forebead deep red. brown ; ear-coverts silky !-Shy 
brown; back. rump, shoulder of wing. and covert&, red~brown; 
primaries, except the firet three, barred with b\ack on. a reddisb 
ash ground; the secondaries and tertiariee with Darrow dark 
bars on a more rufous ground; tail dark ruddy.orown, faintly 
barred ~ith dusky (except the two central tail·feathen), and. 
white tipped; beneath pale rufesccnt, tinged with uhy on the 
n.eck and breatt, and with red-brown on the throat. 
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Bill light horny; leg. pale brown; irides browu. Length 9 
inches; wing at; ta.il 5 i bill at front f; tarsus I. 

The rufous Bar-wing is found from Nepal. to the hill ranges of 
AIRam . and Sylhet. It is very common . near Darjeeling, from 
3,000 to 6,000 feet or 80, aSBociates in small flocks, wandering 
from tree to tree, and ca.refully examining the foliage $D.d branchea. 
never descending to the ground. and reeding both on rruit and 
(especially) on insects. 

Horsfield gives Afghanistan a~ a loca1ity, but I have no doubt 
that Griffith's specimens were from the Khasia hills, where I found 
it rar from rare. 

428. Actinodura. nipalensis, HODGSON. 

Cinclosoma, apud HODGSON, As. Res. XIX.,subllequently h:ops,
BLl;'TB, Cat. 502-HoRsF./ Cat. 308-Ramnio-pho, Lepch. 

THE HOARY BAR-WING. 

D~,ct'.-Plumage above ru£escent brown, with an olivaceous 
tinge; head and nape, with the full soft crest, pure brown, the 
centre of each feather, hoary; eat·-coverts and cheeks dark grey; 
a black moustache from the lower mandible, bounding the ear
coverts beneatL ; tbp. greater coverts black; the wings csstaneous, 
with numerous cross bars cf black, lind the quills externally and 
at tip black; tail also cutaneous, with numl:\rOllS ·black bands, 
except the two middle tail-feathers j the inner web quite bh.ok, and 
the tip white, broadly ended with pute black; beneath, ru£escent 
nshy with a yellow tint; the flanks, thighs, vent, and under tail· 
covert~, of the same color as the back. 

Bill dusky hc.rny ; legs pale fleshy brown; irides brown. Length 
8 inches; extent 10; wing 3t ; tail 3i; bill at front t ; tarsus Illf' 

Tqe Hoary Bar-wing replaces the last apecies at higher elevations, 
being found from about '1,000 to 10,000 feet and upwards. It haa 

only been prot'nred. in the S. E. Himalayu, in Nepal, Sikbim. and 
Bootan. It may be lIaid to be still more arboreal than the lut, 
for it is frequently'seen perohed on the very tops of moderate-sized 
'tree.. It feeds chiefly on insects, 'and I found it; on Mt. Tongloo, 
feeding on the various insects tbat in£eat the flowers of the 
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Rhododendrou. AI! I did not obtain the ncl!~ either of this or or 
the last species, I preaume that they build on high treet. 

Gen. SlDJA., Hodgson. 

Syn. Aloopu" Hodgson-Htte1'Opho,ia., Blyth, partly. 
Char.-Bill rather long, slender, gently curvt'd, barely hooked 

at the tip. and almost t!ntire; nares la.teral, lengthened; wing. 
moderate, rounded; tar!i stout, moderately ior..g; toes moderate. 
lateral toes unequal, hind toe broad and large; nails acute, mo
derately curved. 

The rorm or the birds of this genus il! slender, and the bill i. 
more lengthened and attenuated than in most of the members of 
this family. The tongue, moreover, is Corked and slightly brusherlt 
somewhat as in Phyllornu, Gray includes it in the Pycnorwtintl!, 

or Bulbuls, as Bonapal'te for~erly did, near to Hypsipele. (the 
most slender billed of the Bulbuls); nnd MeLell&lld, indeed, 
described one species as a Hyp,ipete8. Blyth. however, described 
this very species as an Actinodlml; and, taking their strong. legs 
and feet as the most important chal'acter, I quite agree with 
Hod):!:son. Blyth, ani1 Horsfield, in placing Sibia next to .Actinodul'a 
in thil! family, of which it may be coneidered IiIo tenuirostral or 
Melliphagous type, as Hodgson assert" 

There are two forms in this genus, to one of which Cabanis, and 
Gray, following him, have given the generic name Malacial, but 
] shall not adopt it here; and, moreover, if the genus is to be) 
divided, I would retain SWill for the speeiee classed by Cabanu as 
Malacia., and apply Blyth's prior name of /{ettrophall'a {or the 
long-tailed species. 

429. 8ibia capistrata, VIGORS. 

Cinclo80ma, apud VIGORS, p, Z. S., 1831-~LrtH, Cat.. 514-
H OBSF" Cat. 314-S. nigriccps, HODOBoN-Cincloa. mela.noce· 
phalum, ROYLE, List of Birds-&mbri.ak-pho, Lepch.-&.igona, 
Bhot.-Sihya, Nepal. 

THE BL4CK'HItADII:D SlBU. 

Dt,cr.-Uead above, eheeka, and ear-eovertl, black j upe pale 
rufow; back browniah grey in the middle, deep rufous posteriorly 



an4 on the upper fIll-OO't'erte; tail rufoue, black fit the bue (~oept 
the central ie&then, whioh lire rufous grey), with a suboorminal 
broad band of black, tipped grey; the inner webs rufous ; neck 
in front, breBoSt, and upper piLI't of the abdomen, pale rufous; the 
rest deep rufous. 

Bill black; legs yellowish brown; irides brown. Length 9 to 
10 inches; extent 11 ; wing 4; tail,); bill at front H; tarsus It. 

The black-hcaded Sibia is found throllghout the whole Hima
layas, from Simla to Bootan, and is one of the most abundant bird!! 
about Darjeeling. It is found from 4,000 feet to 8,000 feel, but 
most common about 7.000 feet. It frequents the highest trees, 
climbing up the largl:lr branches, and clinging round and below the 
8llJaller branches, almost like a Wood-peeker, or Nuthatch. 

It is often seen alone, or in pairs, but occasionally in small 
parties ; and ie constantly utterinp: its twittering call, which Hutton 
eyllabizee as titteeree, titttree, tweeyo, often answered by one 
at some little distance. It is very fond of concealing itself in 
the thick niasses of Epiphytic plant~ found on all lofty trees in 
Sikhim. and its favorite food is the fruit of the Epiphytic Andro
medIC so abundant about Darjecling:; it occasionally, howcver, 
picks insects from moss, or crevices of the bark. 

1 on one' occasion saw it a.t Kursion, 4,500 feet high, in winter, 
climbing up and down the thatched roof of a bungalow. 
Hutton PEocurcd the nest at Mussoorcc, made of coarse grass, 
moss, wool. and roots; and the one egg he got was pale bluish
white, with rufous freckles. 

430. Sibia picaoides, HODGSON. 

J. A. S., VIII., 3S-BLYTH, Cat. 5OS-HoRSF., Cat. 312-
Hek!rophasia cuculopsis. BLYTH-Makhea-plw, Lepch. 

THE LONG-TAILED SmIA. 

DUC1'.-.\b'ove gre6Jlish (uacolle, slightly darker on the for&
Ju,ad; lores black; wings dusky, with a large white wing-spot 
formed by the middle third of the outer webs Q{ four of the 
~darie8; ta\l dtluy. with btoad white tip i beneath d&l·k uhy • 
.,..,. ODlho bolV· . 
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Bill 'and legs blackish j irides red-brown, Length 14 inches; 
extent 14 j wing 41 ; tail Sf; bill lot front i ; tarsus 1"J\r. 

This curious looking bird i.tJ the type of Blyth's Hete1'Ophafta, 
which, as be says, has a very cuculideolls appearacoe altogetheL 
It differs from the more commoll IIpecios in its long6r bill, longer 
wings, and gently lengthened tail, as well as in its mode of colora
tion; and, if other species are discovered resembling it, will 
deserve sepa-ration. It bears towards S. capistrata much the earne 
relation a! Volvocivora 8ile111 does towards V. Sylwii. 

It has only been found in Nepal, Sikhim, and Dootan. I found it 
:q,ot unoommon near Darjeeling at about 4,000 feet of eleval.ion, 
ASsociating in flocks of six: or seven, and flying from tree to tree, 
feeding both on fruit and insects. and keeping up a continual 
whistling eorl of calL 

Two other species of Sihia are on record; one from Assam, S. 
gracilis, MeLell., which I found rather common on the Khasia hills 
at about 5,000 feet high; and S, melanoleuca, Tickell, from 
Tenasseri~. They both belong to the type of Cap1strata. 

The bird describeu. and figured by Nicholson in the Proc. Zoel. Soc. 
for 1851, pBge 195,' as Artamus ctlcullatus, has much the aspect of 
Sibia gracilil. Its habits, as described, are certainly no~ tho~e of 
Artamu8, or any similar bird; but, unless it be 9. Sihia or allied 
form, I know not where else to class it. , I shall here transcribe the 
account of the bird from the work above quoted. It is said to be 
from India, b;1t the locality is not mentioned. The Tailor-bird de
scribed in the previous page Wa!I from Western In~ia, Rajcote and 
Surat. 

.. Head large; bill strong, narrow, and sharp, gE:ntly arched on 
the culmen; a distinct notch near the tip of upper mandible i gape 
wide; tongue horny And-:divided at the point; nostrils bMal, smail; 
eye rather small; iris ot a siWery colour, tw.ged with yellow j wings 
rounded j tint quill very short, third longcllt, second, third, and 
tourth quills emarginate on outer web; ~'short. and nearly even 
at the end, of twelve feathers, 21 inches long-; tarsus strong j 
hallux and claw stronger than the other toelJ, and lUI long as the 
inner ,toe, and 1188 a large pad at ita baSe; the outer toe is shorter; 
the claws are much hooked; plumage is soft and loose. 
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U Colout'l.-The whole top of the head is covered with & cap of 
blaok. BiD le.d-ooloUl' at base and bl&ck at the point. The chin, 
the bte&St, and all underneath white; the body all above of • 
leaden oolour. Quills and tail of a light blaok, edged with light 
on both webs; the outer web of the outer tail~reather is white, 
&8 well as the tips of the first five on each side. Feet and legs 
blaok. Male: weight 6. oz:. Length from bill to tip of tail 71 
inches. Alar extent 10 inches . 

. " Contents of stoma.oh were a few grains of Hoku3 ~atu, and 
the exuvite of insects. 

/< These birds are only found in very thick jungles among the 
brushwood, where thoy are always moving about, and are shot 
with great difficulty, and even then, if not killed outright, they 
are so tenacious of life, that they creep into the first hole or crevice 
they come to. The only note I ever heard WlIS like' chick, chick.' 
I think they are residents, but the few I have seen just appear 
and are lost again in a moment., 80 that I know little of 'their habits; 
the one figured here bad one Jeg and both wings broken, and still 
crept into the hole of ajerboa~rat, from which I dug it out dead." 

The next bird is 8 very interesting form which appears to 
unite the GaTTulaz group with the Babblers; and also resembles 
8ibia in the form of its bill. It resembles Trochalcpteron sstaltr 
in the general charaeter of its plumage, and specially in the black 
and spiny shafts of many of the body feaLherR, whilst it is 

more like Malaeocircu., in its bill and general structure, e.nd 
H odgson classed it with the members of that genus. 

Gen. A<JANTHOl"TILA., Blyth.. 

Cltar.-Bill mllderately long, compre!sed, .ery gently curved, 
pointed, entire i rictal bristles few and small; winga feeble, much 
rounded; tail long, bro~ j tarsus mooerately long, stout; lateral 
toes nearly equnl; claws moderately curved; plumage with blaok 
and shining shafts .. 

• 31. AcaJlthoptila nipaleDBlil, HODGSON. , 
Tima1i.a, ~ud HpDQ80l'I', As. R~.!'. XIX.-BLYTH, Cat. 189-

HoltU., Cat. 320-:r. pelloas and T. Jeueotis, HODGSON. 

II 
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TnJ: SPINY BABBLJ:n. 

De'C7'.-Above brown; chin, throat, neck, and upper breast, rufes
cen~; t.he lower Jl1irt of the breast, belly, and vent, albp.9cent. shaded 
with brown, and passing into brown on the flauh, thighs, and 
Under tai!-coverta; cheeks pure white; outer webs of thb primarie. 
pale; tbe plumage generally with black and somewhat spiny shafts 
to the feathel'1l. 

Bill and legs dark plumbeous; irides hoary blue. Length 10 
inches i extent 10; wing 4-; tail 5; bill at front £: ta1"SU8 J/-;;_ 

This highly interesting bird appears to be rare, having only been 
&ent from Nepal, and I did not procure it ill Sikhim or in tho Tersi. 
Nothing is recorded of its habits. 

The next group is that peculiarly Indian onc the RabbleI'$. It 
includes several more or less marked types of form, the most 
typical of which appeal'1l to be only found in the continent of India 
and Ceylon, -and is one o~ the few geu('.l'ic types quite peculiar to 

. the plains of India. The ~irds composing this group are aU grega
rious, somewhat garrulous, cbiefiy ground feeders, and mostly 

familiar birds. They construct .. loose nest of twigs, and aU lay 
blue eggs. 

Gen. M.ALACOClRCUS, Sw&inson. 

Syn. Timalia, Aud. 
Char.-Bill short or moderate, much compressed, rather deep, 

curving from the base, barely hooked at the tip, entire; com~ 
missurc slighdy curved; gonys ascending; nostrils apert; a. few 
short pale rictal setm; wings short, much rounded. 4th, 5th, and 
6th quills nearly equal and longest; tail moderately long, broad; 
tar8us stout, !!cutellate; feet rather large; claws moderately curved. 

The birds composing this genus resemble one another so closely 
that they are wilb difficulty recognised as distinct. The hontal 
plumes are broad and round, but iilightly' rigid. -They are clad 

in sombre earthy grey, more or less mixed with rufescent, and 
striated, and were formerly, by Borne authors, .. l'efened to the 
Myn&!. One or wore species are to be found ' in every part. of 
the plains of India, and it ill the type alluded to above as being 
perhaps the most characteristic form in thia geographical district. 
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432. Ilal&cocIrcus terricolor, HODGSON. 

Pastor, apud HODGSON, J. A. S., V., 771-1.1. Bengalensil, 
BLYTH, Cat. 790-M. canorus, L'J apud HORSF., Cat. 318-
&! hhai, H. i. e.) the seven brothers-Chatarltia, Beog.-Pengya 
maina, H.. in the Upper Provinces. 

TH!!: BBNGAL BA.BBu.:a. 

Delcr.-Above brownish aehy, paler and Bomewhat cinereous 
00 the head and neck; browner on the back, where the feathers 
are faintly pale sh~fted; quills brown, with outer webe paler, and 
narrowly bordered with ashy; tail reddish brown, faintly barred, 
and the outer feathers tipped with pale whitey brown; beneath 
pale ashy brown on the throat and breast, the feathers very faintly 
edged and shafted lighter; abdomen, vent, and under·tail~covert!l, 
palo fuivescent. 

Bill horny brown; iridea pale yellow; legs dingy or fl.eshy 
yellow. Length 9 to 10 inches; extent 13; wing 4; ; tail 4,; bill 
at front f; tarsus It. 

This species very closely resembles M. 8triatu8 of Ceylon, 
excepting that all its colors are less brought out, the cross rays 
on the tail being faint and inconspicuous, barely discernible on 
the tertiaries, and not at all on the secondaries; it has a very 
weak tinge of fulvous on the abdominal region, whil.t the Ceylon 
bird is deeper ferruginous. The cluseti wing of 8triatua shows 
more ashy, the bill too is a trifle longer, and 1U0re grll.du!l.lly ourved. 

The Bengal Babbler is found throughout all Bengal prol'or, 
extending south to Goomsoor, and perhaps further westward, 
through the Terai of Nepal to the Dehra DOOD; and as far sa 
the Nerbudda at all eventa in Central India. .. It is," says Pearson, 
.. a most abundant and conspicuous species in Bengal and NepaL 
It is tho Sat Mai, or eeven brothers, of the natives, so called 
from being always found in a company of about that number. 
b is one of the chattering. nGi.aiest birds in India, squeaking and 
hopping about, now on the ground then upon a tree, the flook 
belng constantly on the move; when one start&, all the rest lol-
10. it, one after the other, making generally but a mort flight of 
UGt more t,han forty or fifty yards at a tim,e, aod when alighted 
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they hold a IOrt of oouultanon, hopping and chattering about all 
the time, tiU, after a few minute!, they move up to another tree, 
and so OD for the greater part of the Jay, rarely staying for more 
than half an hour in the same place: they feed on inaeots." 

I may add to thill that this bird heco,mes more rare to the 
eaatward!, and I did not observe it at Cachar. 

433. Malacocircus griseus, GMELI~. 
Turdus, apud GMELlN-BLYTH, Cat. 792-HoR~F'J Cat. 319-

Timalia, apud JERDON, Cat. 92-JXRDON, Ill. Ind. Om., pl. 19-
M. affinis, JERD.-Khyr, H.- Chinda or Sida, Tel.-Kalli-kllravi, 
Tam., i. e., H edge-bird-Fouilk-mel·ae of ,.he French in India 
(Vieillot)-Dirt-bird popularly in the South of India. 

THE WHlTE-IlEAD&D BABBLlm • 

.Ducr.-Head, lores, and nape, fulveecent or dirty whitish; 
plumage above darker brown than in the last, the feathel S with 
pale shahs rquills not barred; tail brown, very faintly barred, und 
,be outer feathers tipped pale; 'beneath, the chin and throat are 
mixed brown and ashy, conepicuously darker than the neighbouring 
parh, each feather being ashy at the base, and with a dark ba:ld. 
tipped paler; as the pale tip gets worn away, the dark tinge 
becomes more apparent; from the breast the rest of the lower 
parts are pale fuhescent, inclip.ing to rufescent. 

Bill yellowish i irides yellowish white; leg! fleshy yellow. Length 
9 inches; wing 4 j tail 4 ; bill at front H ; t&rsus 1 i. 

The chief distinguishing marks of this species ate the whitish 
head, and the dark: throat, both of which cOl;ltrllllt 8trongly with 
the neighbouring parts. It is found throughout the whole Carnatic, 
extending northwards into the Northern Circaf8, and westwards into 
the neighbouring portion of the table land, to a grea.tet Or leu 
distance. Either this, or a very olosely allied race (Y. af/inU bE 
my Illustrations of Indian Ornithology, text to plate 19) is Eound 
in the soat.h of Malabar. 

It is extremely common and abundant in the C&rnatio, and is eo 
be found in evety hedge, avenue, and garden. Like the others of 
ita genus it alwav8 associate8 in families of fix, leven, eight, or 
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more; even in the breeding leason the parent birds feeding in 
company with th.eir former companions. One may be &seo lud
denly dropping to the ground from IOlDe tree, and is followed in 
IUCCE!IIsion, though perhaps not immediately, by each of the flock. 
They hop about. turning over [allen leaves, and examining all the 
herbage around the base of trees, a very favorite Bpot, or on a 
bedge side, neTer venturing to any distance from cover, being 
aware of their tardy powers of flight. They are occasionally seen 
seeking im,ects or grain, frOID heaps of dung, whence they have 
received their common denomination., as well from the French 
(Fouille merde) as from the English (Dirt-bird), who are on this 
account prejudiced ap:ai.nst them. They generally feed at some 
little distance apart from each other, but no .... and then, if a Iicher 
prize than usual is spied out, two or more will meet and struggle 
for it; and now and then ~e of them will make a clumsy flight 
after a grasshopper seeking Bafety by its wing~, and not unfre
quently eluding its awkward pursuer. On being driven fl'om the 
ground, or leaving it from choice, their hunger being satisfied, 
they fly up to thl:l nparest tree, hopping and climbing up the larger 
branches, and if you happen to be watching them tbey do not atop 
till they have reached the top. or the opposite side, whence they 
fly oft· in single and extRnded file 8S before. They often appear to 

pick insects off' the branche'! of trees. They are familiar, if un
disturbed, feeding often close to houses, but if watched or followed, 
they beeome circumspect, disperse, and hide themselves. Their cry 
iii a loud sibilous or ,vhispering sort of chatter, which they repe," 
all at once, sometimes when feedi.ng, or when any unusual sight 
attracts their attention, and often without any apparent object at 
all. They have no song. Their flight is slow and laboriolla, per
formed by a few rapid strokes of the wings alternating with a sail
ing with outspread pinion!. I have often found the nest of this 
bird, which is composed of small twigs and roots, careleuly and 
looeely put ~gether, in general at DO great height from the ground; 
-it Jays three or (our blue eggs. I have found them breeCing at aU 
times from January to July, and even later, but do not know if 
UJey ever have two broods in the year. The black and · ",hiie 
cr.lted Cuckoo, (Coccy«e, ftU!lanoklleo,) appean to &elect thil bird 


