
IU BlaD! OF PDIA.. 

blasted, and eontioued the incubation till the yClung ones were 
hatched. when it wu accidentally destroyed. TIle nest il .. de 
with grass, roots, and hairs; and tl,'I eggs, four or DVO in number, 

are bluish white. spotted with purplish brown. 

480. Thamnobia Cambaiensis, LATH. 

Sylvia., apud LATHAM-BLYTH, Cat. 966-Hol!!w., Colt. 429-
'M. fulicata, npnd TICKELL-Th. sco.puiali'l, Honos.-SaxiNloi­
des cr)thrurus, LESSON (the female), and Cinny·icinclus mcla-

8oma, LESSON (male.) 

Tse BBOWN-DACKED INDIAN ROBIN. 

Delcr.- The male hu the bacle, wings, and upP,Jr tail·covern, 
dusky olive~brown; the winge :md the tail blael..; the Jores, ear­
coverts, and lower plumage aho black; a white wing spot as in 
the last; the vent and centre of belly deep ('hesnnt. The female 
is lIooty-brown throughout, exc<,pt the chesnut benenth. 

Dimension of the last nCbrly, or n. trifle slllallet. The Brown~ 
b~cked Robin is found t1n oughout aU Central and Northern Indln, 

up to the base of the H imalayas, and as far a! the Punjab. It is 
found at Nngpore, Mhow, Saugor, Chota Nagpore, and Midnupore, 
and thellce throughout northwards. It differs in Il o~i:>e in Its 

hubits from the last. Theobald found the nest in holes of trees 
and bank!., made of grass, alld almost invariably with cust bnnke­

ekins; and the eggs were greenish-white, ringed and spotted with 
plUe reddish. 

'1'0 this series of the Shamll, Dayal, and Robins, belong several 

African forms, bu~ it docs not appear tu be dC"e1oped further in 
Malayans.. 71Iamno!(/!(J., Cercotnc/w,IJ, and DrQ1noktta of Cabani" 
are African grouP!, a few of tllClD coloured like the Shamas, others 

like the Dayals, and somc more like Tltamnobia, to which last 
genus seventl African birds are referred. Tl£rdUl MadtJgat!cali~ 

"uil, figd. PI. Enl. 651, I, appears very like a CopsychlJ.'. 
Tho next group, that of the Chats, have the bill short and stout.. 

a short tail, and wings of mean length. They frequent bushy 
places and cultivated land, occasionally seize iruects on the wing. 
and sometimeB sing while hovering in the all'. 
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~D. Pauufcou, Koch. 

Sya. Rnbetra, Gray. 
~/idr.-niU short, etraigbt, somewhat wide at base, strongly 

curving at tip. which is faintly notched; nostrils concealed by 
tutts of hairs fUld plumes; strong rictal bristles; wings moderate, 
4th, 5th. and 6th quills near1y equal and langel'lt; tail moderate, 
nearly even; tarsus moderate, longish; feet moderate; claws 
aliglltly curved, slender. 

This gel' us ha~ been instituted for the Whin-chat and some 
allied birds, which are usually smaller than the true Sa,deo/re, 

and differ in some other points, and they morc affect wooJcd 
and cultivated country. It include~ two or three minor divisions. 
The first and third peculiar to India, tho second common to 
Europe, Africa, and Asia, and containing several representative 
species . 

• 
481. Pratincola caprata, LINN. 

MOlacilla, apud LINN.£UB-Mot-sylvaticn, TlCKELL-SllX. Cruti· 
cola, HOllSl".-S. bicolor (ma.le), and S. erythropygia (female), 
SYKJ.:S, Cat. 90 and g2-J£ltl)ON, Cat. 105 (in part)-BLYTU, 
Cat. 995-IIORSF., Ca.t. 433-So.x-melaleuca, HOD080N-Pidha, 
ann KalapidlUl, II.-Kumpa nalanchi, Tel., i. e., Bush Robin. 

TIlE WDITE-WINGED BLACK R OBIN. 

Ducr.-Male black; a longitudinal hand on the wings, the 
rump and the upper tail-coverts, and the middle of the lower PlIolt of 
the abdomen, vcnt, and under tail-coveru, white. When newly 
moulted, the bla.ck is fringed with brown edgings, which gradually 
get worn a\vsy. Female dusky brown, the feathers edged paler, 
with a rufous rump and upper tail-coverts; beneath pue reddish 
brown, albescent on the throat and vent; abdomen alightly 8treaked ; 
'Vent and under tail-coverts tinged with rufous. 

Length about S inches; wiilg 21 j tail 2~; bill at front I j 

tarsu! i. 
Bill black; legs brown-blaclr, irides deep brown. 
This Busb-chat is COnunOD over aIllndi .. frequenting bushy 

ground, hedges, garden6, and the like, but not found in (oIeta or 
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jungle. h eneDdP.t.o Burmah IUld the lIhfnyan countries, and 
even to the PlliftPr;net •• h has the usual habits of the tribe, d~t-I 
ing down to th" ground born itl! perch, usually on the top of a bush 
or branch of a tree. &n~ having scourea an iose..:t, returning t.qf 
its seat. It has 1\ pleasant ~ong, which Blyt}. compares to that ' 
of the English Robin;, but more uniformly plaintivI" It is rather 
a favorite cage-bird in Bcngnl. Tiekell got the r,cst in a hm.h, 
made of grass, with three pale greenish white eggs, sprinkled 
equally thIoughout. with brown BpOts. 

48f Pratincola atrata, BLYT![. 
J. A. S. XX., 177-JERnON, Cat. 105 (in part). 

THE NEILUIIERRY BLACK ROBIN. 

Detcr.-Very similar to the. last, lnrgcr. No gradation of si"c 
l1U5 been observed between this 'md the last species. Lcn~tll G! 
inches; wing 31; tail 2t; t1l.r~us 10' 

In my Catalogue J did not distjn~ui9h this speeifirally rrGm the 
ln ~t, but called attention to the diflClcnct' of !lize betwcen it and 
the low country one, P. caprata. This species is very con.rr.on 
on the Neiigherri('s o.s well as tho upland hilly regions of Ceylon, 
frcfjuenting the skirts of woods, bushes, and gardens; an~ it gnts 

the na.me of Ihll-robin from its familiar habits. I have seen the 
nest of this bird several times, always on banks, on the r0Mi side, 
.neatly made of moss, roots, and hairs, and with usually three or 
four eggs, bluil\h-white, with brown specks tmd spots. 

'The next group comprises the 'Vllin-chat of Europe and several 
allied species. 

483. Pratincola Indica, BLYTIl. 
J. A. S. XV!., 129-BLYTIT, Cat. 907-HoRSF., Cat. 434-

Sn.x. rubicoln, SYK.ES, Cat. 89-JERPON, Cat. l04-P. IIlIturatior, 
HODGSON-Adavi' kampa nalanclli, Tel., i. e., Jungle Bush-robin 

and Adavi-kampa-jiUa, i. e., Jungle Bramble-bird. 

TIlE INDIAN Busn-CHAT. 

Dt'cto.-The male, in summer plumage, has the whole head and 
Deck, back, wings, 3J1d tail, blac1:.; the back and wings edged wit..b 



pale rufouil; wing spot, rump, and ~. iail-coverta, white; 
Lreut and lower parts, bright felX"u~", dew Qn the breast, 
paler on the flanks and belly, a.nd a.lbe..-en~ll.tlI.e vent and under, 
tail-coverts; a demi-collar of white qOQ . meet. on the nape, 
dividing the bladk of the head and neck. lD winter plumage 

the black is almost replaced by earthy 'brown; the rump and 
lJPper tail-coverts are ferruginous brown; the lares, ear-coverts, 
Illld chin, however, are always more or less black; the while wing 
apot is less prominent; the w hole lower pllrts .are dull ferruginous, 
albescent on the under tail-coverts; and the ~dell]i.-eollnr is defi­
eil'nt or rusty. The female resembles the JDaI~ in winter dress, 
Leing brown above, margined with paler brown, and rufeseent 
towards the mil ; but the chin and thront arc white, and there is a 
"hite supercilium. The wing spot too is a little sullied. 

Length 5i inches; win~ 2i; tail If; tarsus /.."1 ; bill at fro~t f. 
Bill nnd legs black:; irides deep brown. 

This species, which was first discriminated by Mr. Blyth, differs 
from the English bird chiefly by the paler tint Qf the lower 
plumage, the deeper hue being confined to the breast, by the 
white demi-collo.r extending further backwards, in the black of 
the throat not descending so low in the breast, and in the female 

ha\ ing the chin l\nd throat white, instead of pale brown. Tho 
...... ing, tau, is lIomcwhat longer than in the European bird. Strick~ 

land once considercd the Indian hird identical with Ms P. paBtot' 
from Africa, but Horsfi~Jd in his Catalugup. places tbe two as 
distinct. 

The Indian 'Vhia-chat is only a winter visitant to India., coming 
in about the end of September or beginning of October. It is 
found throughout all India, extending to Assam, Burmall, and 
'J'cnasserim, but has not yet been noticed in Ceylon. Buchanan 
Hamilton in his MSS. Notes, says that in the Bhagulpore and 
Gya districts it remains all the year, building in thickets of reeds, 
but he has doubtless not Jiscriminated it from the next species, 
which I found .. resident in those distriets. It is probably Pallas' 
M~t. t'IlUcola, of Central Asia, which breeds, he says, in deserted 
rat-holes, laying its eg~ on the bare ground, or under fallen tree~. 
It frequents bwhes ia the .plains, bedges, and cultivated fielw, but 
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a'Voids the vicinity of villages; hence called the Jungle Bramble· 
robin by the TelingUt ill contra-distinctiun to the familiar P. 
~afWa.UJ. It {ceda on various insects, taking them on the ground 
from a low perch. Many of the l'lalcs have a!!5\11Dcd their summer 
plumage before they leave th,. North of India. I have seen 
it. in every part of the country except the more wooded pat'fS 

of the Malabar C08llt, Ilnd it is Dever scen in thick or Jofty 

jungle. 

484. Pratincola leucura, BLYTH, 

J. A. S. XVI., 474-BLYTIJ. Cat. 998-K/,ar-p11da, H.o at 
Monghyt. 

THE WDJTE-TJ.JLED BUBIJ-CIJAT. 

D'tscr.-Mo.lo, above black with the usunl white wing patch; 
the brc3~t loright rufous in the centre; sides of neck, breast, and 
lower parts, pure white; the four outcr ta:l-feathcfs wholly white 
on their inner webs, except the tip of the two outermost, and 
the pair next the centrals (which are wholly black) have tho 
greater portion of the inner web also white. The female is brown 
above, the feathers edged paler, with a IltOaller white wing-spvt, 
but no white on the tail; beneath earthy white, tinged rufotls Q~l 
the breast. In wintcr the dorsal fcathel'8 are more or less edged 

with brown. 
Length:; inches j wing 21; tu.il 2 ; bill at front h; tarsus H. 
This White-tailed Bush-chat, till lately, llad only been procUl'ed 

in Sindh, whencE! it was sent by Sir A. Burnes to the Museum of 
the Asiatic Society, and it is figured in his drawings. I found it 
far from rare at Thyet·myo in Upper Burmah, frequenting 
grassy churrs on the Irraw addy, but never the low jungles that 
lined the bankll. Somewhat to my surprise I found it most 
abundant in the Gangetic valley, from Rajmebal t.o Mongbyr, 
frequenting fields and long I!;lllsseB, It is a permanent re$idcnt, 
and breeds here; for I found the young bird" just flown in April, 
but did not succeed in procuring the neat. On referring to 
Buchanan Hamilton's MSS. Notes I find that he has confoundt.tl 
it with the last, Cor, writing of rubicola. he &ay" that h6 found 
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them breeding in the Bhagulpol'e and Gya districts, making their 
nests among thick tufts of grass, but whether attached to the 
grass, or on the g-round, he doeJ not state. He gives' the native 
name as Kat-piddIJ. 

485. Pratincola insignia, HODGSON. 

J. A. S. XVI., 129. 

THI': LAROE nUlIlI-CHAT. 

DC6cr,-Male (in summer dress) above bluok; throat, sides or 
the neck, upper tail-coverts, n large patch on the wings, the bue 
of the primaries, and moat of the lar~e co\'ert~, white; the brc\tlS\ 
bright ferruginous; belly white, slightly tinged witb ferruginous. 

Bill nnd feet black. Lcngth 61 inches; wing 3~; roil 2i ; t,arsus 

II· 
It ill very similar to P. t'Uhicoia, but Iarpcr, differs in having 

Ii white throat, and ulso in the much brger wing spot. Th;" 
species of Pratillcola has only as yet been found in Nepal, and 
probably comes from the most Northern districts, perhaps, as 
"Mr. lll .• h Ilint8, from Tille'. I dill not observe it at Darjceling. 

Besides the Prati7wu{a rubicola, and P. rubdlG of Lurope, P. 
pa,lor, of Africa. (placed as 'ybilla, Gmelin, in llonuparte's Con­
spectus,) P. Ht7IITn1.chii, Ehrenb., and P. sala.'t, Verreaux, also from 
Africa, belollg to this genus and section. 

The next species difI"eN slightly hI. its mode of coloration, 
longer tail, which is slightly rounded, stronger bill, and ahol't tarsi. 

486. Pratincola ferrea, HODGSON. 

J. A. S. XVI., 129-BLY'l'U, Cat. lOOO-Hons!!"., Cat. 436-
Sarrak-cl,aJ.:-pflo, Lepch. 

THE DARK GUAT BUSH-CHAT. 

])eur.-Male, above tlarkish as}IY (!;tey; the featheNl centred 
with bl!lckillh, Iigllt .. r and les~ streaked on the romp; Jorl'! and 
ear-coverts black, and a white supercilium; tail black, wilh a 
narrow edging of white extemally. and the outer pair of feather! 
(which are t inch morter than the centrtl onea) are partially 
albeaceut; wingt blackish, with white willg-spot usually concc:tlcd; 
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lecondarios f:Ilightly edged with whitish; beneath white, tinged 
with earthy rufescent on the breast and abdomen. The female 
is wholly brown above, }I"~8iDg to ferruginous on the upper tBil· 
coverts, and partially on the tail-ff'athcrs; beneath, paler ca.rthy 
brown, rufcsccnt on the fiank. anJ lower tail-covcrh. and whitish 
on the throat. 

Bill black; feet brown-black; irides brown. Length 5! inches ; 
wing 2&; ttLii 2t j bill at front T7r. ; tarsus nenrly 1. 

The Grey Bush-chat is found throughout the whole extent ot 
tho Himalayas, and is tolerably common shout Darjccling. It 
frequents the skirts of forests nnd brushwood, pcrchr.s on shrubs 
or low trees, and dC9cend~ to the ground to pick up insects. It 
also occa;!jonally takes one from a loa£. It has II. very pleasing 
song j breeds in holes in bank ... mnking a nest r) f mO!lS, 1<.>0.\'e8, or 
Wase o.nd roots; and lays 3 or 4 egg'l, pale blue, with numerous 
}luie blownh.h .. pots. 

The next bird i3 somewhat r~lated in {'mn to Pr. jCtTta, but 
differs in some points, and especially ill it, mode of coiof(u ion, 80 

that I have thought it necessnry to givc it sepnrate gened. rank. 

Gen. RnODOl'UlLA, J erdon. 

Cll(lr.-Much as in Prati'lcQia, but the bill longer, uwrer, 
barely depressed at the bll.~c; nostrils longitudinal, slightly im­
pended by some nal"enl tufts; rictus strpngly bristled; wing mode­
mte Of rather shQrt, rounded; 1st quill short, 2nd,3rd, nnu 4th 
grmlnated, 4th longest, 5th and Gth nearly equal to it; tait 
moderate, distinctly rounded; t:U-SIIS moderate; feet moderately 
long, toes slender; hind toe aud claw lengthened. 

This form approaches that of Prato fi'l"rea , but the bill is still 
less depre~sed. aud the to.il more distinctly rounded. The colora­
tion, too, is peclliiar, as arc its thicket-loving habits; and the 
sexes, moreover, !LIe presumed to bc alike, 

487. Rhodophila melanoleuca, JERDON. 

TDE DLACK AND 'YmT!o: BU8J1-CHA.T. 

Abovc, with lorcs, and checks pure glossy black; beneath pure 
;white. 
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I Bill nnd legs blll.ck; irides dark brown. Lcngth 5i inches; 
'ng 2a; t"il 2!; bill at frout 17': ; tarsus not quite l 
1 Unit procured thi!! bil·d in dense swampy rosc·thir.kets in 

Purneah, near the banks of the Ganges, \I hen beuting for f:ll llle ; 
und subseqllently obscrvt'u it alollg' tile Jccdy edge of some of the 
ri\'ers ill Eastern .I3cn;;al and Caclmr. Mr. 'V. Blanford obtaincd 
it in Burmuh, in long Elephn11t rrasg, and I doubt not it will be 
found in similar situations throngllOut Lower Dengal und t1m coun­
tries to the Eastward. 1t is wilh difficulty dislodged from tlle 
thick coverts it frequents; aud quickly rcturns to ils sheltcr. It is 
probably, from tho structure of its fcet, n ground f<;cdcr, like the 

rest of this family. 
It is possible that some of the Ocellnic SaJ'ico/(2 of Princc 

Bonaparte, which he named Orei~ola, mo.y belon~ to the same type. 
One' of tllesc is &lx. mela1loiellca, MUlL, black above and white 
beneath, but this ho.s a white wing-spot, and eur·spot. Another is 
S. lucluo,a, nOill., black above uIHl white beneath, but the wings 
varied with white; and S. pyrrlwllota, Mull., has t110 back rufous. 
All three nrc from Timor. Lanius silens, Shaw, of "hieh Bona­
par~e makes his genus Sigclu" perhaps should come ncar tllis 
llU~ form, which appears to have some affinities for CUM·uca. 

The next group are ruther larger birds than the Chats, with 
longer and more slender bills, longl:r wings, and a somewhat square 
tail. They chieH y bdong to the more burren rewons of Asia 
and Africa, frequenting the open plaim, :Illd most of them arc 
mi~ratol'y in India, breeding probably iII Ccntrd Asia. They 
breed on the ground in some convenient nook, layillg four or five 
t'ggs, bluish white, with ferruginous speckles. 

Gen. S"-XICOLA, Bechstein. 
Bill moderate, slender, str9.ight and compressed, very sli~htly 

inflected, with a blunt notch j nostrils apcrt; rictal bristles feeble 
or wanting; wings moderately long, pointed; the 1st short, 2nd 
half an inch shorteI than the 3rd, 4th, und 6th, which arc equal 
ILlld longest. ; tail moderate, even, or very slightly rounded; tarsus 
long, strong; feet moderate. 

This genus, as here restricted, comprises two groups; one, with 
pied plumagc, of whi-::h S. /eucura of Southcm EuroJlc lDay be 
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considered the type; and the Whe:Lt-car!. Some of the qrst 
group are pla.ced by Borol\}'l&rle under Dromolaa of Cabania .• 

488. Saxicola leucuroides, GUERn<. 

Mag. de Zoo!. 1843-S. opi!tholeucll, STH.tcJKLA Nn-=S. Icucura, 
apud ULyr a , J. A. S. XVI.. 137-BLYTH, Cat. 914-figd., 
JARDINE, Contrib. to Ornithology. 

THE INDIAN 'VIIITP:-TAJLED S TONE-CHAT. 

Ducr.-Sooty black ; the thigh cover!.!, lower nbdomen. vent, 
and under tail-coverts, white; the uPllcr tail-col'erts nnd the 
greater part. of the tail o.l!o white, the lateral feather! tipped 
with black {or not quite half :m inch, the middle fcathers (or 
about 1 inch. The female is 6aid to be of II. d\\lIer and browner hue. 

An immature bird dm,cribcd by Blyth fOlmerly as the ~Ilpposcd 

fem ale, hu the head, neck, breast, wings, anl!. two centro !.Ail. 
feathers, dusky browni!h black; n patch of uf'ep black on each 
jaw; bte~t, belly, rump. and tail·coverts white, except for nbout 

hillf nn inch at the end. 
Dill and legs bllll'K; iri (l e~ (lark brown. Length G! incil('s; 

. wing: Sf ; tail 2R; bill llt iront i; tarsus l. 
This species diffen from true S. leuClwa (S. cac/dmIll1<4, 

Temm. ) , with which it was Ilt first confounded, in bcin~' 

less robust, anJ. the bill and feet sm:l. llcr; in the Jaternl 
tail-ieathen being all black tipped, and in the whire bcing: less 

pure. 
ThiB fine Stone-chat is not uncommon about Mhow in Central 

India, in the cold weather, and I have seen it on the banks 
of the Ncrbudda, near Mundleysur, but nowhere else. I t frequents 

bushcs on the plains., but also comes into Cantonment!, and may 
be scen seated on the hedges or on the low trees bordering the 
roads. It descends to the ground to feed on insects. returning to 
ill percb. I"w 11 plain brown-plumaged bird in company with 
it, on mote than one oteavion, but I did not procure j", 

This species probably extends throllghout the North-West Pro­
vinces. having he\'n killed near Agra. "'nd in Sindh. In lIummel 
it doubtlees migratel to Tibet and Central Ali .. 
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489. Baxicola picata, BLYTH. 

J. A. S. XVI., 131-BLYTH, Cat. 75-HQESI'., Cat. 439. 

THE PIED SrONE..cUAT. 

D~Ie1'.--'Vhole head, neck, and upper breast, back, and wings, 
Mack; the rump, upper tail-coverts, and all the lower parts frolU 

the breast, white; tail white, ~xcept the terminal two-thirds of the 
tWO central (catllenl, and the tips of the others, which are black. 
Length 6:1- to 61 inches; wing at; tail 2~; bill at (ronL i; tarsus 
1. Bill and legs black. 

This specics has the black somewhat dl'eper, and the white purer 
than in the last, of which it has much the size and proportion. 

The pied Stone-chat has only been found in the Upper Provinces 
of India, :mu in Sindh; also in Afghanistan. Adams observed it in 

Sindh, frcquenting gardcns, and alao in the Punjab. It is probably 
only a winter vi::;itnnt. 

The next bird is very similar, but differs in having the head 

white instead of black. 

490. Saxicola leucomela, PALLAS. 

:Motacilla, apud PA LLAS-BLYTH, Cat 976-HoBSF., Cat. 438. 

TlIE WRITF.-llEADED STONE-CHAT. 

Delfcr.-Crown of the head greyish white j the rump and upper 

tail-coverts, and all thc lower parts, from the top oi tb" breaet. 
white; rest of the upper part, neck, and bre3.8t, black; tail black, 
with the base of the central fcathers, and all the lateral ones, white; 
the outer-most tipped with black, and part of the outer-web also 
black. YOUllg birds have the white cap more or less tinged with 

dingy greyish brown. 
Bill and legs black; irides dark brown. Length Sf inches; wing 

3f; tail 21; bill at front barely i j tarsus 1-&. 
This bird dift'erl!I somewhat trom Temminck's S. kucomela, (S. 

lugem of Lichtenstein), found in the South of Europe and North 
Africa, which ia said to have the lower abdomen and under taU. 

coverts rufous. Our bird bas been fouod iu the Upper Province. 
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of Hindostan, durin£;; t.he w id weather ouly. and ilS COI~Q10n 

in Ar~ba.ni'tlLIl , S. all'lI<I, T emm. , is Dno~her European species. 
The next. gtpup is that. of tI,e Wheut-oar", by SOIDe &cplI.rated 

as CEnalltfte. 

491. Saxicola mnanthe, LINN. 

Motacilla, Ilpud L INN.J:us-llLYTlJ, Cat. 9BO-GOULD, Bit de 
of Europe, pI. 90. 

THE W nr.AT· r; .\R. 

D18C1'.-~hlc, above :lS)IY, wilh a brown tinge; tIle rump and 
upper lllil·co\,erts white, nod a while supercilium; lore8 and eye 
strC:lk black ; wings du~ky. edged with bro\\o; tail with the two 
central fcathers black for tJle terminal two thirds, tllC rest white; 
the outer {cuthers black tipped; under 8UrlllCC pale rusty bro\vn, 
albesccnt 011 the helly I1nd under tail-('ovcru.; under wing-<:ovcrts 
hll\Ckish with whit'! ~d).!:ings. 

TIJ(,l fema le is nslly-brown above, \\'ing~ dll~ky brown, tail black 
tipped. I n winter the feather:. UfO bro.lllly edg:ed with rufous, 

most conspicuous on the wing-coverts !lIlU tertiaries. 
Length nenrly 7 ilLehc:!, extent II ; wing 4; tail 21; bilt at 

front not quite half; to.r:ms mort' lImn 1. 

TIle ' Vheat-car i, found, aeeoruil\~ to the se:l~on, over E urope, 
N ortllern Afdell. and pllrt of A ~ill.. 1 gvt a ~pC' ( IIllcn n car Mho\" 
ill the cold whether, and it i ~ known to hc found, thougl, r,m!!y 
in the Upper !)ro\inees. It is a larger bi ru than the bluek-thro,ltcd 
W heat-car, ''I''hich it otherwise somewhat rCI>(:ltlbles, and has " 
much stronger bill and legs.-

492. Saxicola deserti, flurrELL. 

TKM~U NCJt, PI. Col. 359-5. alrogularis, BJ.YTU. J, A. S. .x VI., 
130-Bt.l'TIJ, Cat. 977-lJor:SF., Cat. 440. 

TnE BLACK-TlJUOATt: D 'Y nr:AT-EAlL 

Delu.-Above pnIe i ~abcllinc, greyish on the crown and napt', 
BlId a ~hitish ey.:.~row ; --.:u:"r and upper tad-covert! buffy white; 

- ----- -----~ 
• The name of \\'h(l"~-e"r,, SUI:po,ed (0 be an Imltat".>n of 11..0 e.1I tDAnI'Jur, 

bnt Mr. m ylh eon~ ldtra tbat lhe Ellgh. 1.J Ualll BIJ of ~wuu-cblot lIud WltUt-CIU h" •• 
boon!. uantputod. 
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tail white at base, tIle rest black j chin, throat,lores, and ears, pure 
hlll.<"k, extending down the !id~s of the l}eck to the shQu\der. 
wing black, with a white patch on the bend of the wing; beneath, 
pale isabelline, the lower tail-covel'ts buffy whitc. 

Din and legs black: irides blown. Length nearly 7 inches; 
wing 4: tail 2~; tarsus 1 -t-o; bill at front t. 

The Black-throated 'Vht:akar is nearly affined to S. Itapazina of 
Arabia,~S. Europe, and Africa, from which it differs in having thc 
upper parts less rufous, and in the greater extent of the black of 
the neck. It is common at 1Ilhow. in the cold weather, frequenting 
stones and bushes in the open plo.iM. It is alSQ tolerably CQmmQn 
in the Upper Provinc('s of India, in Sindh, the Punjab, and Afghan­
istan. 

A ne&.rly allied species is S. Jlltilotlwmna, Tristram, figured in 
the Ihis for 18')!). Various other specie<t of this group are found 
in Africa, some of them extending to the South of Europe, !lud 
\Vestern Asia. One, S. luguflris, has the white h('ad and black 
body of leucomela, and the tail rufous, like Q. Rllticilla. 

'l'he two lust spl'cies of this series are remarkable for ha\'ing no 

white at tllC basc of the tail. 

Gen. ClmcollELA. Bon. 

Cllar. -Bill moderatc, slcndcr, straight, tolerably curving 0..­
the tip, and barely notched; rictal bristles bmall but di~tinet; wings 
a8 in Suzie/lw, 2nd quill a triflc lon~er; tail somewb!lt itmgthellcd; 
fcet Btont, mitldlc toe not elongated, llind toe ruthcr long. 

'filis form of Stone-chat differs from Su.xicfJia in its more Bober 

and dull tints, and in the tail not being partly white. 

493. Cercomela. melanura., Rupp. 
Saxicola, apud RUl'PELL-1'hMM., PI. col. 257, f. 2-BLYTH, 

J. A. S.'XVI., 131. 

• THE BLACK-TAILEJ) ROCK cnAT • 

De,cr.-or an uniionn ashy brown tint above, pnleron the throat 
and breast. and ptltll.'ing to whiti~h below ; under tail-coverts white; 
the tail and upper covert! black. 



134 BlaDS OF INDIA.. 

Length 6 inches; wing 3,; tail 21; tarsus i· Bill blackish; 
legs black. 

Among the drawing!! of Sir A BUlues is ODe of a Saxicoline bird, 
procured, in Sindh, which Mr. I.;lyth identifies with Itiippell's bird, 
which is a native of N. E. Aft'ica and Arabia. 

404. Cercomela fusca, Br.YTH. 

Saxieola, Ilpud BLYTH, J . .t\.. S. XX., 523, and XXIV., 188-
BLYTH, Cat. 1!)07. 

THE DROWN ROCr.·CIIAT. 

Velcr.-Above light Juscous brown or rufous olive, tinged 
\\ith fawn color on the back; tail clark sepia lnowlI, obsoletely 
In,nued, as seen in a strong light; Lencath rufc!>Ccnt fawn or dull 
fe rruginous. 

Rill and legs black, irides deep brown. Length 6! inches; 
wing 3ft; tuil 2lo; tarsus l Tlr, ; bill at frOilt ncarly 1 inc.h. 

This plain-colored Stonl. ... chat, coJored somewhat similarly to 
~l/iraf,·a plldmicura, is found at Saugor, Bhopal, and Bundlecund. 
c}.tending to wards Gwalior and the N. \V. Provinces. It is 
a permanent resident at Saugor, and I have always found it on the 
sandstone hills there, among the rocks, cliffs, and loose !!tones, never 
coming to the cultivated ground below, amI rarcly found on the 
trap-hills that occur in close proximity to the others. It feces 
on the ground. on various coleoptcrous insects, ants, &c. Mr. UlYLh 
remarks that it approaches in color Sazicola infltl$cata of S. Afries. 
It formA an ea~y transition to the Redstart!, the next group. 

Pro Bonapo.rtc give!! two other species of this p:enus from 
Palestine aud Arabia, S. lypura, Rhr., and S. asthenia, Bonap. S. 
erythrmQ, Ebr., from Palestine, should also, perhaps, be classed here. 
S. illfll.sr:ata and S. baroica, Smith, from S. Africa, appear allicd. 
though the Prince makes of them a. separate division, Agricola. 
If Bradornu of A. Smith belongs to the Sa:nCQlinm, it probably 
should be placed not far from these last hirds. 

T \vo other African genera of S8!>.icoline birds are recorded by 
Bonaparte, viz. Campico/a, and Pugorwcir:flia. Sialia, containing 
the nlue Robms of America, and the Australian genera, PelNJlCa 

and Ej~tl.rodr!la.s, appear to appertain to this sub-family, or at 
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all events to represent them respectively m N. America and 

Australia. 
We next pass to birds more sylvan ' in their habi~ viz., the 

lll'ustarts anu Robins, most of which perch more freely on tree. 
than thc StoM-ch:!.ts. Still many are partial to rocks and buildings, 
and nidifiCll.te in their crevices. Certain among them of still more 
retired habits, Larvit'o7'inm, Blylh (in lit.), are peculiar. or nearly 
S0, to the Himalayns and pnrt of Central AlIia; and thesl'" IlIlve 
!ltllnetimes been classed apart, but they nre placed together by 
Gray nlld Bonaparte, and cannot, I think, be well sepnrated. The 
wt!ll known Robin and Redstart of Europe arc the types of this 
suL-family. 

Sub·fam, RUTJOILLIN..E. 

They are distinguished from the true Stone-cbats by It 

more slender beak, somewhat longer tnrsi and feet; and their 
coloration is peculiar, Most have more or less rufous on the tail, 
(hence the nnme of PIUlmicu7'a,) also on the lower parts, and 
the prevalent hue of the upper plumage is asI1Y grey, dull 
black-blue in a felV. Their tail is somewhat longer than in most 
of the Cha.ts, and many have the habit of shaking and flirting it 
continually, hence the names given it in several languages, both 
NaLive and European. The sexes ordinarily differ in plumage, 
thoug~ the female sometimt:1l is said to assume UlC plumnge of 
tlu~ male, They have a pleasing song, usually delivered from 
the top of a building or rock, or tree. They nestle in lwlel ill 
trees, or buildings, 01' on the ground, and the eggs of most known 
arc blue; of one, at least.., pure white. They :lre found chiefly ill 
the temperate parts of the Old World; and the IIimalayan district. 
aDd adjoining part of Tibet, is peculiarly rich in 6pedes. 

Gen. RurlCiLLA, Brehm. 
Syn. Pluf!nieura, Swains. 

CllaT.-BiII rnther short, .straight, slender, slightly notched; 
rictus nearly smooth; wings moderately long, pointed; lst primary 
about one-third the length of the 4th; 5th and 6th equal and 
longest; tail moderate, even, or slightly rounded; tarsus long, 
stender, bearly smooth; feet. moderate; laleral toes nearly equal, 
hind toe not much lengthened j claws slender, moderately ClJrved. 
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The Red&tarts Corm a very natora} group of birds, chiefly found 

in the northern and temperate palls of the Ohl World, and a few 
migrating to the tror;cs in wim.:.l'. Only onc "pecic! i. found ill 
the plains of India, but a .:onsidera\..lc number occur in the 
Himalayas, chiefly as winter visit::mts perhaps; nnd others occur 

in Western Asia and Africa. 

495. Ruticilla phlllnicura, LINN. 

Motacilla, apud LII"NA:!US-GtlIJLD, Birds of Europe, pI. 95-
R. tithys, apud HUTTON, J. A. S. XV., 7so-DLun, Cat. 984-

H OltSF., Cot. 467. 

TOE EUnOl'f:AN R~:nSTAnT. 

Dncr.-Narro'IV frontal bann b1l1CK, behind. this a broad white 

patch, continued as a line o\'or the eyes; lares, car-coverts, thl'Oat, 

and upper part of ureast, black; the ren of the bouy oLow brown­
i ~h.a!hy ; wings dlll"k brown; benca~h, tllC rump, and upper und 
under tail-coverts, and tail (except tin' two centre feathers ''I'luch 
arc dark brown), bright ferruginous, albcscent un the middle or 
the belly. 

The female is olive-brown above, paler below, and with a mCou, 
t inge on the abdomen ; rump and tail, ll! in the male, but less 
bright. She is said, however, sometime~ to assume tlle full male 
lllutDo.ge. In t1H~ newly-moulted bird the white of the hend i~ 
more or less coneea\C·d by dark terminal edgings to the feathen, 
and the black of the throat and br('ut has whilish edgings. 

Bill blllck; lep;s dark brown; irides brown. L ength 5. inches; 
wing 3;; tail 2i; bill at front .. : tars", It'!;. 

The European Redstart has bcen found, but rarely, in the 
N. W. Provinces and Afghllnistan. One waa sent from Saha­
ntnpore to the Museum at the India House by Dr. JlUlleson. h 
is a summer "isitant to Em OI l(! , "'·here it breeds in holes or trees 
and buildings, and its eggs nrc beautiful verditer-blue; it retires 
$0 Northern Africa in winter. 

496. Ruticilla phlllnicuroides, Moo ••. 
P . Z. S. 1854. pl. 57-HonsF., Cat. 468-BLyrB, Cat. 984.- . 

(in part). 
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THE ALLtED REDSTART. 

Dtlc,..-A narrow band on the forehead, lores, ear-coverts, 
throat and head, black.; crown, neck, back, and upper wing­
oovP.rl!I, asby. with a rufous tint, the ash palest 00 the CrOWD; wings 
brown, with the edges of the exterior webs paler; from breast to 

vent, under wing-coverts, rump, upper and lower tail-coverts. 
and the tail (es:cept the two middle feathers which are brown) 
rufous red. 

Bill Rod legs black. Length nearly 6 inches; wing 31 ; tail 2'1 ; 
bill at front t1>; tarsus i. 

This species is exceedingly close to R. phanitura, but differs 
in wanting the white on the forehcad, in the black color of the 

breast extending lower down, in the 1st primary being longer, and 
the 2nd shorter than in that IIpecies, and the 6th is nearly as 
long as the 5th, whilst, in phnmicura, it is fully i inch shorter. 
It has only been found in the extreme N. W. Provinces of India, 
Sindh, and Afghanistan. 

491. Ruticilla rufiventris, VIEILLOT. 

<Enanthe, apud VIEILLOT-R. indica, BLYTH, Cat. 986-It. 
nipalp-Ilsis, HODGs., apud MOORE, HORSY., Cat.4.70-Pllllmicura 
atrata, apud JARD. and SELBY, 111. Om., pI. 86, -f. 3-SYK~ S, Cat. 
90-JERDON, Cat. 108- Tldr-tliira, H. i. c., Quaker or tremblt'r­
Thirtir-hampa, in N. \V. Provinces-Pltir-irll nDll 1.a1-9irdi, 
Beng. -Nuni-budi-gadu, TeL, i. e., Oil-bottle bird. 

THE INmAN REDSl'Al~T. 

D e'cr.-Crown dark ashy-grey; lores, ear-coYerfs, neck, throat, 
breast, back and upper wing-co,·ert.s, black, with greyiib edges to 
the feathers; wings dusky brown; the primaries margined with 
pale rufous, the secomlaries with dull grey, forming an inconspi­
cuous patch; u~der wing-cot"crts, Ranks, belIy, rump, upper and 
lower tail-coverts, and tail (except half the inner and a little of 
the outer webs of the two middle tail feathers near the tip, which 
Are brown),.brightcinnamon rufout!. The female is brown above, 
1titb the edges of the wings:, the abdomen, and under tail-coverts, 
pale rufous; below, dusky on the throat nnd breast, changing to clear 
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light rufoua on the tlbdomen, and under tail-covcrt8; rump and 
tail, B8 in the male. 

BiU black; legs hrown black: irides brown. Length 6 inchetl; 
extent lOt; wing 3t; tail 2{'I)"; bill at front I ~ j tarsus nearly 1. 

The Indian Redstart is very regular in Ilij !.ppearance in the 
plains of India, from the end of September to the first week or 80 

of October, according to the locality. It is gencrully spread 
throughout the country, to the extreme south of the pe~insula, but 
has not been observed in Ceylon; frequenting groves of trees. 
orchards, gardens, and the vicinity of old buildings., walls, and houses, 

and it is often seen perched on the roof of a house. It feeds on the 
ground, on various insects. It has a most peculiar quivering 
motion of its tail, c~pcciully when scating itsdf on its perch after 
feeding; hence some of the native names. I never heard of its 
breeding in this country, and] eannot help t-!linking that Col. 
Sykes mus' have been mistaken ",hen he mentions that" 11 pllir 
built their nest in an out-house constantly frcqu('nled by my ser­
vants, and within reach of the hand:' It was more probably a 

Tluz1mwbia. 

498. Ruticilla Hodgsonii. MOORE. 

P. Z, S., 1854, pl. 58-HoRSF., Cat. 471-Phren. Reevesii, 
apudBLYTlI, J . A. S., XII., VG3-R. crythrogastra,apudBLYTlI, 
Cat. 983 (in part)-1'1wNtlPIIi, .N"cp. 

HomJSON's HEDSTART. 

Descr.-A narrow band on the forehead, lores, ear-coverts, throat, 
and breust, black; the forc-part of the crown clear white, much 
narrower than in R. pll.t£l!icura; hind part of crown, neck, back, 
and upper wing·covert~, fine ash, lightest on the crown; wings 
dusky brown; the outer h:l.lf of the basal half of the se .. .ondaries 
white, forming a wing patch, froln the breast to vent, under wing­
coverts, rump, upper and lower tail-co\'\)rts, and tail (except the 
inner and ollter margins of the two middle feathers, which are 
du~ky brown), bright rufous red. 

The female hss the usnal colors of tbis genus, like the femalo 
of the last; but may be uistill£lIiEhcd by a general puffy appear-
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ance, by the relative length of wing, and by the under part, being 
more grey and Ie!! rurescent. 

Bill and legs black. Length 6l inches; wing 31; tail 21 ; 
tarsus i; bill at front -t-c. 

This l(edstart has been found in Nepal, Bootan, and other pnrls 
of the Himalayas. but only, I suspect, in winter. It probably 
breods in some parts of Central Asia. I only procured one female 
of this species wben at Darjeeling, and this was during the winter. 

499. Ruti.iIl .. erythrogaatra., GULDENSTADT. 

Motacilla, spud GVLDKNSTADT-Mot. ceraunis, PALLAS­
GOULD, Biros of Aeia, pI. 50-HoRSF., Cut. 472-R. wandis, 
GOULD, P. Z. S., 1849-llLYTH, Cat. 983 (in part)-Ji. Vigorsii, 
MOORE (the female). 

THE WnrTt·WJNOED REDSTART. 

Descr.-Male with a narrow band on the forehead, the lorc!!, 
ear·coverts, throat, fore.part of breast, back, wing·coverts, and 
apical portion of the primaries and secondaries, deep black; crown 
of head, back of neck, and basal portion of the primaries and 
secondaries. white, the wMte on the head being tinged with silvery 
grey; breast, belly, vent, rump, upper and lower roil-coverts, and 
6ail, rich dmk rufous. 

Bill and legs black. Lcngth 7 inches; l'l"lll,.'I 41; tail 3; tarsus 
1; billllt front IfJ: the 4th primary is equal to tbe 5th an<i a little 
longer than the 6th. 

This large Redstart has been found in Bootao, Nep",I, Kumllon. 
and Cashmere, chiefly in the higher regions of the Himalayas, rarely 
lower thao 10,000 fect. It is found in summer in the Caucasian 
hills, frequenting the gravelly hollows of torrents, and breeding in 
busbes. Ope pair was seen by Dr. Stewart, near Landour, by tho 
aide of a stream, and it u said to frequent mountain strcams only, 
like Cltam'wr'ornilleucocepluda. 

500. Ruticilll> .. urore.., PALLA .. 

Mot.acilla, apud P~As-HoR8F., Cat. 474-BLYTR. Cat. 983 
(inpart)-ScHLIlIOEL. Faun. JapoD, pI. n-Phcen. Reevcsii, GRAT, 
and MoLELLAllD, P . Z. S., 1839-R. leucoptcm, BLYTH. 
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Ra.:EVES' RII:DWl'ART. 

Dt;,8C1'.-A narrow band 01\ tho:> forehead, lares, ear-coverts, 
throat, fore-part of breast, bad., upper wing-cove.-u, apical and basal 
portion of the !ccondaries s.nd tertiaries, pnd the two middle tail 
feathers, black; the latter changing to dus\,y brown; exterior margin 
of the outer tail feathers, and 8i-'ical marglll of the rcst dusky brown 
bltLck; medial portion of both webs of the secondaries and ter­
tiaries, wllite; crown of head and hack of neck blaty ash, rather 
whitish above the caT-coverts, and on the nape; breast. abdo­
men, under wing-coverts, upper and lower tail-covelt!, and the tail, 
d .. cp rufous. 

The female is brown above, tI'e wing potch r lfcsccnt white; 

beneath rufcsccnt, upper and lower tail-coverts and the tail (except 
the med~1!.1 feathers which arc clusl..y brown), rufous. 

Bill and legs black. Length 5i incllcs; wing 2i; tai1 2j; bill 
ot front j; tarsus rathtlr more than i. 

This Redstart has only bcen luund in tIle more eastem por­
tion of the Himalayas, in Bootan, coming south into tI'e bill 
ranges of Assam, during the cold !I('o<;on. In Lhe summer it is 
found in Siberia, Jdpall, and probably throllgh great part of Cbina. 

501. Ruticilla schisticeps, HODGSON. 

GRAY, Cat., Birds of Nepal, App. p. IJ3-HoRsF., Cat., note 

t o p. 307. 
THE SLATY-HEADED REDSTART. 

D elcr.-Side of head and neck, black; wings and tail, black; 
top of head pale !laty blue; throat, and a large patch on each 
wing. white; lower part of breast and abdomen rufous chesnut. 
Length 6 inches; wing 3r"l!"; tarsus ¥} ; bill at front h. 

From Nepal. Rare. 

502. Ruticilla nigroguJaris, HODGSON. 

MOORE, P. Z. S.,1854-HoRSF., Cat. 477. 

THE BLACK-THROATED REDSTART. 

De.ttr.-Crown of head slaty blue, lightest on the forehead; 
lores, ear-coverts, throat., back of neck, back, upper wing-coverts. 
two middle tail fcathers entirely, and the rest te~apt the basal 
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portion) black; wing! blacllish brown; the scapulars, outer edges 
of the secondaries, and under wing-coverts, white; breast, belly. 
flanks, rump. upper and lower tail-coverts, and base of tail (except 
the two middle feathers) bright chesnut; vent and under tail-coverts 
mued WIth white. 

Bill and legs black. Length 6 inches; wing 3i; tail 2f. 
From Nepal. This species is nearly allied to the last, but differs 

in having the throat black instead of white. 

503. Ruticilla frontalis, VIGORS. 

Phrenicura, apud VroORS-GOULD, Cent. Him. Birds, pI. 26, f. 
I-BLYTH, Cat. 982- HoltsF. , Cat. ~i78-Ph. tricolor, 11000-
BON.-R. melanura, LESSON- TaA-tirriri-pho, Lepch. 

TUE BLUE-FRONTED ltr::nSTART. 

])t8cr.-Top of head, back, throat and breast, rlusky cyancous. 
with terminal brown edgings; forehead, and above the eyes, 
lazuline blue: wings dusky blackish; rump, upper tail-co"erts, 
and under parts, bright rufous ; tail feathers rufous, with black 
tips, except the 1\\0 middle ones, which are wholly black. The 
female is brown above, paler below, and rufesccnt on the lower 
belly and flanks; th ... rest as in tIle male. 

Bill black; legs brown; irides 1rowo. Length Gt inches ; ex­
tent 11; wing 3t; tail 3; bill at front I; ta.rsus 1. 

This specics, lUI well in its coloration, as in it! hahita and haunls, 
approximates somewhat to the next group, that of the Blue Robins 
of India. 

This pretty Redstart i! found throughout the Hima1ayas. and 
also in the Khasia hills. It is very common at Darjeeling, in the 
,vinter only, extending from 4~000 feet to 8,000 feet. It is found 
on roa'ds in the more open parts of the forest, and in cleared 
ground. When alarmed it fit"!! into the thick under-wood. It feedll 
on the ground OD various inllects. 

504. ltuticilla cQlrnleocephala, VIGORS. 
, 

Phmnicu,", apud VIGORS, P. Z. S., I 830-GoULD, Cen~ H.· 
Birds, pI. 25, f. 2-BLYTB, Cat. 9S8-BoBSF., Cat. 476. :,.. 
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TUE BLUE-BEADD REDSTART. 

Dt,cr.-Top of the head pale whitish blue j lores, ear-eoverts, 
throat, breast, back, rump. upper tail-coverts and tail, black; 
wings dark brown, the scapular!, and outer edges of the second­
aries, white; the under wing-coverts, belly, nnd vent, ,Yt'hitish. 

Bill and legs black. Length 6 to 61 inches; wing 21; hi!, 

21; bill at front i~ ; tarsus about 1 ; 4th, 5th, and 6th quills about 
equal. The female is probably similarly colored to the male. 

In this species the typical rufous tail is entirely absent, SOme 
of tbe feathers of the rump, in winter only, having a rufous 
tinge. Bonaparte makes of it the genus Adelu.ra, but strangely 
joins with it certain Fly-catchers. 

This prettily-colored Hedstart is found throughout the whole 
extent of the Himalayas, from the N. 'V. ProvinceB to Bootan, 
but appears more common in the N. W. Hin,abyas, nnd I did not 
procure it at Darjeeling. nor has it been yet observed there; but it 
will probably be found in the interior of Sikhim, at higher eleva­

tions. 

505. Ruticilla fuJiginosa, VIGORS. 

P. Z. S., 1831-BLYTH. Cat. 989-IIORsr'., Cat. 479-Ph. 
vlumbea, GOULD-Rut. simplex, LESSON-Ph. rubricnudn. aod P. 
]ineovcntris (the (cmale), IloJ)osoN-Suradum parw-pho, Lepch. 
-CIIII.bia nakki, Bhot. 

TOE P,.UMBEOU8 W,ATJ.;R.ROnIN. 

De8cr.-Male uniform dusky cyllneous; wings dusky blackisb, 
margined with cyaneous; vent, upper and lower tail-coverts, 
and tail, dark ferruginous. The female is much paler ashy above, 

and still paler below; from the throat to the vent., each ~ather 
spotted with white, and 11I.00rgin~rl with dusky, IIJld then pale ash; 

wings brown, spotted with white on th", coverts; tail white at 
its base, extending to neaf the tip on the outermost tail {eathers ; 
the fest brown j upper and Jower tail-coverts o.lso white. 

Dill black; legs vinaooou9 brown; irides dark brown. Length 
5i inches; extent 9; wing nearly 3 j tail 2; bill a~ froqt hi 
tarsus i. ' 
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The coloration of this bird, especially that of the female, i.a very 
peculiar. and indeed unique In tb.ia group, and the ;sexes would 
hardly be recognised as belonging to the same species. It probably 
ought to form a distinct type. Hodgson classed it with c~u, 
with which i$ agrees in the shorter and somewhat rounded tail, as 
also in its habit!; but the winge are proportionally longer, and 
the bill shorter. 

This plumbeou8 Redstart is found throughout the HimaJayu, 
the Khasia hills, and, according to Griffiths, aU the hill ranges 
between Assam and Burmah. In Sikhim. it is common from 1,300 
f.eet to 5,000 feet or so, and is a permanent resident there. It live. 
entirely along rivers and mountain torrents, and may often be seen 
OD a wet and slippery rock. just above a boiling rapid ; it climbs up 
the wet rocks with great facility, and every DOW then alighting 
on a rock, it spreads its tail, but dOCl~1 Dot vibrate it like somo of 
the Redstarts. It is a pugnacious little fellow, and often gives 
battle to the little E"icaMU &ouleri, which delights in similar spots. 
and it generally drives its antagonist away. Its Hight is rapid 
and direct. It r~ds on various aquatic insects and larv:n, .!lome 
kinds of which arc always found just at the edge of the wllter. and 
whieh a wave often leaves behind it on the rock. 

Griffith'l in hiB private journal stules that he observed and sllOt 
it in Kaffiristao, while it wa~ .. examiuing a wall for insects, and 
fluttering about the holes in it." 

Gen. CO.£l:IORRORNIS, Hodgson. 

Differs from true Ruticill4 by its more rounded wings and taiJ, 
and by tIle intense ruddy hue. Sexes alike. 

506. Ch83lllorrornis Jeucocephala, VIOORS. 
Phtenicura, apud VIGOBS, P. Z. S., 1830-GouLD, CenL 

Him. Itrds. pl. 26, f. 2-BLYTlI, Cat. 99.-HoR8F., Cat. 480-
Gir-chu.ondio.. Hind.-Kali.p1llllia at ~1,*uD Ghat--Mati·tap·pllo. 
J..epch.-CJn~bia..,liUi. Bhot. 

tnt. WHIT£'oAPPED REDSTART. 

DUCf'.-F~tal band, lores, ear·covcrts, throat, neck, breA.!lt. 
back, fliAgs. and tips of the tail feathers, bl~k; abdomen, rUlUl), 
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upper and lower tail-ooveru, and mure than two~thirda of the tail, 
deep rich chesnut; crown of head and nape, pure white. 

Bill black; legs vinaceou8 hrown; irides dark brown. Length 
7 i inches; extent 12; wing 4; tail 3; bill at front i; tar­

aus Ii-
This very handsome Redstart is found throughout the Hima­

Jaya!, from the extreme N. W., Affgbanistan and Kaffiristan, to 
the Khasia Hills in the south east; and, according to Griffiths, 
8till furtber towards Burmah. In Sikhim it occurs from a level 

of 1,000 feet, to 5,000 feet, but it is only a winter resident, going 
northwards to breed. It is found on the banks of rivers and 
Atreams, but does not affect the rapids of torrents 80 much as the last 
bird, preferring the morc level and shingly rivers, and picking up 
insects at the brink of the water. I did not observe it flirting or 
Bp,eauiug its tail 80 much as Hulton represents it to do. Its 
flight is moderately strong, but marc wavy th:m that of the 
last. 

Among other rccor/ted species of Redstart are R. tiu'ya, of 
Europe; R, eryil'7"oproctcJ, Gould, from '\Vestern Asia, and R. ruft,· 
fI"lari., Moore, tip-d. in P. Z. S., 1854, pI. 59, fonnd in Afrgkmis­
tan, alld which, lK'rhups, may occur in our North-western limit ... 

The following birds differ somewhat froill the Redstarts both in 
("olorution And structure, out arc too intimately connected with 
Ihem to b(l separable, some of the ~IOUp, "IZ, the lllne-urc:lsts,. 
(Cyanecu[a) having the tail of Ruticilla. TIlC group eompri~es 
eeveral distinct form'!, sollle of tbem peculiar, or nearly so, to Ih6 

Himalaya.'1 and adjoining parts of Asia; others spread over Europe, 
Asia, and Nortllllrn Africa. 'rhe Hobin belongs to this group, 
and is the best known European form. They agree among them­
selves in having B. f:ltiler slender, straight bill, of mean length, 
mOfe or less compressed, very feebly notched at the tip, and slightly 
deftected, with the tidy of the upper mandible very slightly 
elevated between the nostrils, and the gape very feebly bristled. The 
legs and feet are lengthened, aud rather slender, and the claws are 
elongated and very slightly curved. The wings vary somewhat 

in Btrueture, Borne having these organs more rounded than other" 
and the tail is eitllcr square or very slightly rounded. 
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They are Dlostly ground birde, feeding on insects, but fond 
of sbeller; lIOme frequenting thickets. others. long gr&.:>s; a few 
being mOI'e II.Iborea1. They usually nidificate on the ground. 

Gen. LARVJVORA, Hodgson. 

Bill as noticed above; winhTS moderate, strong. 1st quill short. 
ard. 4th, .:md 5th quills abollt equal and longest; tail rather short, 
and the fcathers slightly mucronate at tbe til), even. or Ilearl.y 
110; tarsus long, slender. nearly smooth; toes long blender; claws 
long. moderarely curved, much compressed. 

507. Larvivora cyanaJ HODGSON. 

J. A. S., VI., 102--BLYTH, Cat. 993-HoRSl"., CIlL. 481-
Phrenicura superciliaris, JEIlDOY, Cat. Suppl. 190-L. bruuuea. 
HOVGs. (the femllle}-Manzhtl-pllO, Lepch. 

TUE BLUE WOOp..CRA,l'. 

Delcr.-Above dusky indigo-blue, with a white tlupereiliary 
tlU'cllk; lorcs and ears black; beneath bright ru(oull (the felltheu 
all dusky bluc at their base), albescent towards the vent and under 
tail-coverts j thigh coverts cross-barred with blue and whit.c. 

The female, according to Hodgson, is brown above; white boo 
neath; cheeks, breast, and Banks ru~ty. 

Bill dusky; legs pale Beshy; irhle" hrown. Length 6 incites; 
extent 10; wing 3 ; tail 2 ; tarsus It; bil1 at front i. 

This bird is nearly related both to Iantltia and CoUwpe, with 
which genus Mr. Blyth formerly e1a!sed it, and 1 described it as a 
PMn.icura. Its shorrer tail, lengthened lege, u well ae pardy the 
coloring. tend towards Braclt.ypteryz in the M!lwtlatriru group. 

The blue W ood~at is found in the Himalayas, from Cashmere 
to Sikhim. and in the cold weather extending, but in very small 
numbers. to the plains, (or it has been procured ne .. r Calcutta. It 
is also an inhabit.ant of the Neilgherrics and Ceylon; and I once 
kil1ed it among some brulh·woodina large mangoe-grove at Nellore. 
Whether this bird had come from the Himalayas, or the Neilgher· 
tie .. it is impossible to say. but from the season at which I procured 
it., f)iz., the end of March, it was probllbly migrating northwards. 

" 



146 BIRllS OJ! INDIA.. 

I do not know if it is a permanent resident on the Neilgherries, 
but. rather think that it is. 

It frequents open forests in the h;UB, perching low, and desoond­
ing to the ground to pick. up insects. Hod;,\~on Ml.yll, that" from th6 
number of insecta' nests and larvre he found in it.:! stomach, he has 
given the generic name." Dr. Adams found it in the forests of 
Cashmere, and remarked that it had the habits of a Ucdstnrt. 
Some specimens have the white superciliary murk very short, 
stopping at the eye; in others it extends far beyond it. 
Hodgson at first stated that the sexes were alike, but he afterwards 
described the femnle as differing in het' plumage. A seoolld species 
of Larvivora has been noticed by Mr. Swinhvc from Chinn. 

Gen. IANTlHA. Blyth. 

Syn. Nrmura, Hodp:son. 
Cflar.-Bill short, .. lemler, 8traigh~, rictal bristles rather long; 

wings rather long; 4th Bnd 5th quills equal and longest; Srd :lnd 
6th nearly equal; tail almost even, moderate, slightly mucrllDate; 
tarsus long, slender; lOCi! and claws lon~ and slender. 

This genus comprises a few birds, the males of which are blue 
above, amI more or less rufous beneath; the plumage soft, silky and 
lax, but copious. They nrc very nearly allied to the true Robins, 
Er1Jtltaca, but differ in their more delicate make, longer wings, longer 
toes Bnd claws; and the sexes di(fer in coloring". They are al! 
foresters and shy, and, as far as 1 JUl.Ve observed, insectivorous; but 
Mr. Hodgson stntos that they sometimes eat pulpy benies. 

508. Ianthia cyanura, P.ALLAS. 

MotaciHB, apud PALLAs-Nomura rufilata, Bnd N. cyanura, 

HODGSON-JARnINg, Contrih. Ornith. PI.-BLYTTl, Cat. 1002-
HORSF., Cat. 464-Erythaea Tytleri, J.llJ.ESON-MangzMJ·pho, 

L epeh. 

THE WHIl'E-OREASTED BLUE WOOD-CHAT. 

De8cr.-Male above prussian-blue. brightening and inclining 
to ultramarine on the forehead, over the eyes, on the shoulder 
a.nd rump; the lower parl.& are white, eonfined to a nanow streak 
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on the throat and foreneck; the breast more or less brown, and 
the flanks bright ferruginous. 

The female is pale brown, with a traee of blue on the shoulder, 
a greyish blue supercilium; margins to the tertiaries, rump, 
uppE'r tail-coverts, and tail, blue, as in the male, but much 
lighter; sides of the nE'ck and breast pale olive-brown; the mid­
dle of the bclly, lower tail-coverts, and the middle line of. the 
throat white; the flanks ferruginous 8S in tlle male. 

Bill dusky; legs brown; irides dark brown. Length 51 inches; 
extent 10; wing 3t ; tail 2&; bill at front j; tarsus L 

Tl\is very prettily plumaged bird is found throughout the 
Himalayas from the N. \V. to Sikhim. I t is only a winter resident 
in Sikhim, however, and 1 suspect throughout the hills also. It 
is said to be common in China, Central and Northern Asia, 
and in Jap!l.n. It is very numerous about Darjeeling in the cold 
weather, from 4,000 feet upwards. It kceps to th.e foresls, perches 
10\'1 on small'trees and brnshwood, and descends to the ground 
to feed on insect.'1 of various kinds. It is not unfrequcntly seen 
feeding on the LeicHe patlls and roads. The name ManzMl-p}w is 
properly applied to thi.$ species, which is !I. well known bird, but 
it is given indiscriminately to other species of this genus, to Lar­
vivara, and even to the blue Fly-catehers, Cyornis and MU8cicapula. 

509. Ianthia byperythra, BLYTH. 

J. A. S., XV!., 132-BLYTH, Cat. 1001-HOR!:lF., Cat. 465. 

THE RUSTY-TJlROATJl:D BLUE WOOD-CHAT. 

Duc,..-Male, upper parts deep indigo.blue, brightenillg to 
ultramarine above the eyes and on the shoulder; wings and tail 
black, the feathers outwardly edged blue; beneath dark yellowish 
ferruginous, confined to a narrow streak on the middle of the 
throat and foreneck; lower u..il-coverts, and centre of the lower 
parta of the belly, white. 

The female is a rich brown olive; the tail blue as in the male; 
the rump lighter and more greyish; there is also a little bille on 
the shoulder, and a greyish blue supercilium; the lower partll 
are tawny brown, or subdued fulvous; the lower tail-coverts 
",hite. 
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Dill dusky: legs brown.. Length 5i inches, wing 3t; tail 2j; 
bill at front t; tarsu" 1. 

Thill bird, which differs from t.he last by the deep ferru,ginoul! ou 
the lower plumage, as also by ,he deeper ~Ine of the upper parts., 
and in the shorter tail, has only been procured from Nepal and 
Sikhim. It appeal'! to be very rarc, and is probably a migratory 
species also. . 

510. Ianthia superciliaris. HODGSON. 

MOORE, P. Z. S .• 1854-HOR!'IF., Cat. 483-1. flavolivacea. 
HODOSON (the female)-Erythaca, "pud BLYTH, Cat. 1003. 

TOE RUFOUS-BELLIED BUStJ.cHAT. 

De8cr.-Male, above deep indigo 'H cyaneous; wing. dusky bl~ck 
or brown, the outer edges mar~ined with cyaneou!!, and rufous on 
the shoulder; the primaries also fain tly margined with rufous, 

and the secondaries with cyaneous; lo;es and cheeks black; a 
white superciliary streak extending fl'om the nares to the back of 
the neck; beneath rufous; middle of the belly white. 

The female is olive-urown above; wings and tail brown, the 
tormef margined with fusty olive; white snperciliary streaK: not 
so clear as in male; beneath dull palo rufous, inclining 10 oil 
yellow, the middle or the lower belly and vent partially white. 

Bill t1lack; legs pale horny.brown; irides hrown. Len~th 

nearly 6 inches; wing 3l1f i tuil 2i; tarsus Ii; bill at front -l~. 
This species hM- been classed as 1\ 'l'ar$~qtr, but its coloration is 

quite that of the ptcsent genus. Blyth I1t one time made it a true 
Robin (Erythaca), bllt he has since loc;lted it here. It is re-marka· 
ble for the great length of it.~ hind claw. This bird greatly 
resembles in its mode of coloration Larvivora cyana. It is rare 
in Nepal and Sikhim. I got two or three specimens at Darjeeling, 
but did not observe it myself. It has hitherto been ouI,. pro· 
cured in the S. E. Himalayas. 

Gen. TAR8IGER, Hodgson. 

Syn. &rU!o,.ni,l, Blyth. . 
Cha,..-Billatraight, slender; gape rather wide, diatinetlyciliated i 

winga moderate; 5th quill longcstr 4th ~nd 6th 8ub-equal to it j 
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tail moderatt>, barely rounded, oonspicuousl.v mllcronnt('; tal'Au81on~. 
very slender, smooth; ft!et rather lnr~(>, middle toe elongll.tt', hind toe 
rather large; claws long, slender. moderately curved. This genus 

differs from the two la~t by its more slender bill and leM rounded 
tail. The I"oloration, too, is peculiar and unique. 

511. Tarsiger chrsy8lUI, HODGSON. 
P. Z. S., 1845, 28-JARDINE, Contrib. Orn. pl.-BLYTH, Cat. 

994-HoRSF.! Cat. 482-Manshil-phQ, Lepch. 

THE GOLDEN BUSn--CHA.T. 

DelC1'.-M&le, head, nape, sides of neck above, and back, olive~ 
green; a stripe through tht" eyes, widening at the ears, black; 
superciliary streak, rump, tail, and whole lower surface, deep 
golden yellow; tail with a broad black lip and the two centre 
feathers black; winga dusky, edl!cd with olivaceous, some of the 
greater wing-coverts dceper black, edged with ycHowish. 

The female is olivaceous above, the orbits whitish; beneath oil 
yellow; supercilium dull yellow; wings dusky, edged with olivo, 
and the tail olive-bro'l'm; the iOller wcbs of all, except the centre 
pair, dull golden yellow; two central feathers dusky, and part of 
the inner web of the next pair also dusky. 

Bill dusky above, deep fleshy yellow beneath; irides daTk 
brown. Length 51th inches; extent 9; wing 21; tail 2i; bill at 
front f; tarsus Ii nearly. 

This very beautiful Lird has only been procured in Nepal and 
Sikhim. It is not uncommon I1ear Darjcelin~, and is Il. permanent 
resident, I believe. It is found in the valleys, from 3,000 to 

5,000 feet chiefly, keeps to the forel!t amongst thick underwood, 
and feeds on the ground on insects. Hodgson says: "It is shy, 
solitary, and bush-loving. It breeds on the ground, making a 
compact saueer~like nest of moBS, under the roots of a tree or a 
stone, and the eggs are verditer-bluc." 

Gen. C.l.LLlOPE. Gould. 

Char.-BiU of mooerate length and strength; wings modt!rate, 
1st quill very short, 2nd equal to 7th; tail very IIlightly rounded, 
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the outer featheNl being a little shorl.er thnn the penultimate pair; 
tllI'8US moderately long, !tout, the feet large, hind toe long; claws 

long, not much cUn'cd. 
This form iii closely allied to Laf"fJiJJlWa, bUI d:ffers by its longer 

and more roul1dcd tail. 

512. Calliope. Kamtschatkensis, GMEL. 

Turdus, npnd G~n;LTN-B I.YTll. Cat. ft92- lIousF" Cnt. 485-
1I1ot. calliope, PALl.AS and T JCKF.LL-C. Lathn ni, GOUl,n, Birds 
of Europe, 1'1. lIS-Gullpignra, llcng.-Ga'igula, in Ncp:!!. 

TUE COMMON RUBY-TlIllOAT. 

De.,cr.-Ahove oliye-brown ; heneath dull whitish; n band above 
f1n11 below the eyes, whitbh; intcrrnciliaic ~pncc bl:lt'k; ft'lIl hers 
of the throat somewhat scaly ami !Stiff, light scurlet or ruby red, 
with silvery t'dges, more or lcs~ 8un'o'i1Hlcd willI Linck, the bl'cast 
Ashy, flanks bright oiivt!-bl"own, nnd belly wlljti~h ; axill:1I':l'5 slightly 
rufesccnt. 

The fem nle hns in g~n~rnl no trnce of Illt~ rnlly throat, ~' Ilich 

is wlliti sh, nod thc lores brown; hut some old fcmnles hn\'c II tinge 
of the ruby colour. 

Bill hrlJ"ny brown; irides cTurk brown ; ll'gs livid or purplish. 
Length 6 inche/;; wing 3; tnil 2~; bill at front 1-; tarSI1S 1,. 

This prctty bird is found c1licfly in t\orthcrn :lnd Central India. 
I ne\'cr saw it somh of thc Ncrbudda, except once, on bonrdship., 
a littlc south of ]30111hay, where onc took refuge in the iIl onth of 
Novc-mher. I t is most comlllon in nellp'lli nnd til C En~lern side 
of India, :md is n cold wcather ,·isit::tn: only. I t cxtcll(ls through­
out Ccntrnl and Northern A~ill. as far as KamtschatkB, whence 
it WBS fi rst brought ; and it hu.t< lwen occasionally killed in Europc. 
In its mnnnCl"1I it is shy, solitary, and silent ; haul1f1l thickets 
and underwood. and feeds on the ground on various in secU!. 
It is sHid c$pecially to frequent the covered plantations of the 
Betel-vine. 

513. Calliope pectoralis, GOULD. 
l eones AviuID, pl.-BLYTH, Cat. 991-HonsF .• Cat. 486-

Bradybate~ apud GRAY, Genera of Birds. 
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THE WBITE-T"I~ED RUBY 'l'UltO .. T. 

De,cr.-General color dark brownish ashy, with tl whiLe super­
cilium; lores black, and 0. small moustachial spot white; the breast 
and sides of the throat black, and the chin {Llld the middle of the 
throat and upper part of the neck bright glistening crimson j the 
belly, vent, and Ullder tail-coverts, white. ashy on the flanks o.nd 
mixed with dusky on the under tail-coverts; tail white on the 
basal half, except the centre 'Pair, and white tipped; also SOniC 

,vhite on the outer-web of the outermost feathers. In winter the 
black of the breast is broadly edged w~th grey, and the red of the 
throat is less intense; the Lack too ill !lot so dark. The female is 
plain olive-brown, paler on the breast, and wllitish on the throo.t 
and belly; supercilia pale rufescent, there is much less white 
at the bn:-;e of the tail, and the terminal spots are light rufeseent. 

Bill dusky; legs pale reddish brown; irides dark brown. Length 
fi inches; wing barely 3; tail 2f; bill at front nearly J ; tilfSUS ] ,. 

The tail is more graduated than in the la~t species, and the win~s 
are more rounded. It i~ found throughout the HimalaYM, from 
Cashmere to Sikl,im. I saW it at Darjecling, where not common, 
frequenting thiek brush-wood. and coming tQ the road to feed on 
insect:!. Adams found it at high elevations. among rocks and preci­
pices, in the N. "Ow. Himalaya.'1. I quite recently procured one 
specimen, and saw others, frequenting long g:ra9S jungle, not far 
from the banks of the Go.nges at Curagolu Ohat. It came to the 
small foot paths, especially ncar the edge of water, to feed. It 
is only a cold weather visitor at Darjeeliug, but may probably 
breed in the interior. 

Gen. CYANECOLA, Brehm. 

Cllar.-Bill rather ehort, slightly conic, straight; wings mO/lo_ 
rate, 3rd and 4th quills equal and longest, 5th a little shorter, 
2nd equal to 6th. tail rather short, nearly even; tanus mode­
rately long; claws very slightly curved. 

Tbe Blue-throah -litrer from the other members of this section by 
their firmer wings, IUld plumage generally,the wing" being somewhat 
lllore pointed, and the tail is sub-even, and somewhat fan-shaped, 
the reathers scarcely. if at all, mucronate, and bright ruCous at 
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its base, thus reverting toWIiN' the IkdstartB. The throat hu more 
or less bright azure blut in the males. 

There appear to be four or hVi! nc.uiy alt;cd raees or species 
inbabiting Europe, Asia, Bod the Nortft of Africa; ahd ther.:: 
is some doubt as to which of the races the Indian bird belongs. It 
is generally :l.li ()wcd that the birds that visit India during the eold 
weather, most closely resemble those of Northern Europe, as dis­
tin,t.:uisllcd from the race of Middle and Southern Europe, :which 
visit England occasionally. Bonaparte, however, made it distinct, 
as indeed Blyth formerly did. 

514. Cyaneula suecica, LINN. 

Motllcilla, spud LINN.6Ws-BLYTIl, Cat. 981-HoRSl-" Cat. 484 

-SYKES, Cat. 94-JKRDON, Cilt. 109-C. succicoidcs, HODG­

SON-Motac. crerulecula. PALLA€-C. indica, BONAP -llustni­
pidda, H.-also Nil hUIlthi, H. in thc North.-GulIpigera and Gur­
pedra, Bcng -Dumlmk, Sindh. 

TUE INDIAN BLUE-THROA.T. 

De8cr.-Aho\c pa.lc olive-brown, thc fcathen of the ~rown 

alightly e{'ntrc(\ ciarker, and with 11 whitish su percilium; lowt::1 parts 
.... hi tish ; the under l ... il-cOVClt3 more or l e~s tinged with rufeseent; 
theoaL a.nd breast bright shinio!; azure-blue, the former genere.lly 
mingled with whiti!h 1I10ng the middle, and having a large ferru­
ginous spot iu front of the neck; below, and bordering the azure 
of the breL'!t. is .,. narrow blackish band, then a narrow whitish banll, 
and below this again a broad ferruginoU3 band; the upper 
tail-covert! arc brown, mingled with ferruginoU8; tail mCoua, 
the two centl:e ft:athers, and the tips of all the others, dark 
brown. 

Bill dusky horn, the gape yellow; legs browni!h; irides dark 
brown: Length nearly 6i inches; wing S i tail 2t; extent 94-
tarsus IT!; bill at front In' Female a little smaller. 

Young males have much le8s bluo on the breast, which is often 
('onfined to a moustaehial streak 011 either aide, and a comparatively 
nal row gorget; they h .. ve .. 180 scarcely any tinge or ferruginou! 
on the throat and breast, the former b~ing chiefly of a duH 
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"hite. but there' _is never the pure silky-white pectoral .pot 
of C. W~lji of SQuthern Europe. The fernales have commonly 
the thrOat and fore-neck dull white, encircled with dusky 'pots, 
whio;h are moro develojted in old females, and these have sometimes 
a tolerll,hly broad dll8ky' gorget, mingled with a little blue. 

The Indian :Blue-throat is found over all India in suitable 
localities. It is migrntory, lellving for the North at the end of the 
cold weather, March and April. This speeiea appears to visit the 
North of Europe Dnd Northern and Western Asia in summer, and 
is described as being a pleasing songster, br~eding in moss on 
the ground, and laying four or five eggs of a greenish color. It 
is found in India, in open country. in hedge-rows. gardens, 
fieJds of pulse aod CucurbitacctE, corn fields. and reeds or long 
grass, e~pecially ncar water. In gardens it haunts the pea-rows. 
beaIlll, and any thick cover; and it feerls on the ground. running 
nlong and picking up various insects. It makes its way very 

• 
adroitly through thick reeds, and when observed it tries to conceal 
itself. When feeding it occasiollally displays its rufous tail. and 
sometimes jel'k~ it, up. but does not quiver it like the Redstarts. 
I have seen it feeding close to-houses in various parts of Central 
India. 

The allied species Rrc, besides C. Woljl, already referred to, C. 
cyam, Eversman, of EasternSiberia, which ougllt to occur in China; 
C. dicltro8terna., Cabanis, from Arabia; and C. mojor from Abyssinia. 

Besides the well known European Robin. one 01 two species 
from Japan haye been claesed under Erytnaca, but it appf!ar!l 
doubtful ir they really belong to this group of birds. Mr. Blyth 
would class the Nightingale here, but it nppears to me to aseociate 
more naturally with the birds of the next sub-family. 

Sub-fam. CALAllOHERPIN..E, Gr88s-warblera. 

The following birds compl'ise a series of plain plumaged species. 
of mostly smull size, frequentillg reeds, long grass, and other thick: 
CQvert.8 near the ground. They may be said to grade from the lut 
group by C1J4fUcuw.. which bu the habits of the Reed-warblen. 
They nesue OIl the ground. or among reeds, and feed entirely on 
intect.e. They &I<l mOB! developed in the temperate and wAIlJler 

U 
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pat'!! on~urope, Asia, and Northern Africa, migrating 1O\,It.bW~. iu · 
winter. They are part ()f the CaltJnwlmllin~ of Bonaparte, and 
of the S!l'viin~ of Gray. OM only is known to breed on ' iJM 
plains, ana one ,on the Hills: but t,he last speei. recorded are 
probably permanent reeidcnts on the Himalayas. ,'hrir feet are .. 
leIS fitted f'9t terustrial habitl,ihan those of th~ ~ .,*-b.(.mil\es. 
They approximate the W~en.wi\rbl_ers by IltJfeiiu, and also Ph,,,I­
w-pnemte and Ph.vllo~oPUl throul.!b Ilorornu, aDd tJie ~ler 
Acroceplwli. 

Gen. A'CROC~.PJfAU';", Naumann. 
Syn. Calanwherp' , Boic. 

ClmJ'.-Bill 'l'Ilfush-like, moderate or ralher long, strai,lZnt, v~ 
i!ligbtly' dcl1ec~d aad notched; a few short, but stout, rictal bris­
tles I wings moderately long, somewhat pointed, 1st quill minute, 
atd .an~ 4th about equal and longest; tHil rounded, of moderate 
length; tarsus somewhl4t. lcnflthooed, feet moderate, claws long, 
slightly curved, hind claw much curved. 

515. Acrocephalua brunnescens, JERDON • 
• Al!rohatcs, apud JERDON, Cat. 113-BLYTH, Cat., 1078-

HOHSF. Cat. 515-Malacocircus abnormis, HODGSON-A. ulundi· 

nllceus, upud BLYTH, olim-Bora-jiUa, Tt:!. 

TIlE LAnOE RJ.:ElJ-W AnBI.Eft. 

D t,cr.-Above light olive-brown, darkest on the wings and tail, 
and lightest on the rump; beneath, and "'yebrow, with a tinge of 
olive-yellow; the chin pure ,\ hite; ,~itlgs :md tail beneath cinere­
ous; plumage suft and silky. 

Bill dnrk brown, fleshy at Lase beneath; legs horny brown; 
irides dull greenish yellow. LengthS! inches; wing 31; tan3i; 
bill at front ill; larsu! I ll)" ; extent l0i. FemlUt! somewhat 

smaller. 
This species is very similnr to the European ..4. """,di­

,j(U:~, or S!llvia hmloide,. Temm., but dift'elB in being something 
au.alter, in. the first long primary being 3-16th shorter tbaa tile 
next, and the Srd, if any thing, longer than the 2nd, who .... iii 
the European analogue the bt i(lng primary u, if any thiag. 
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Jottier tban the Ind. The wing w'o il fonger, 31 in the ~uropean 
.' bird, aud it il more inteme in itl! color; in both the fi.~t plimwry 

ill very minute. 
The larger' Reed-'I'!'arbler is found in most -pt,.u of Inriia. in the 

cold "'€!"ather; for it is only a winter visitant. ~t extends into 
AUam, ArrJ4&n. ItJld China, in some p~ of .J.ith latt'er country 
it moat probably b~8. It fraquenta higlJ.· reeth· and grasses, 

high grain fields a~d gardens, where it hunUJ am~>ng the pea-rows. 
beans, and other'. vegetables. It a1inge strongly to the staIb of , . 
grain, abd rnahs its wily adroitly through thick grass or bushes, 
eon'eealing itself when ohsen·ed.,nd being with diijicul\y driven 
out. tt' feeds on l!lllaU grasshoppers, ants, and othC""r_insccts. I 
ilave heard it occasionnlly utter a hareh clucki."lg kind ()f note. 

The European bird is "aid to have & ehanning SOli!!, to make a 
neat nest among reeds, and to lay fOUl OJ' five g reenish white eggs 
with grey and brown speckles. 

5 I 6 .. Acrocephalus dumetorum, BL l'Tu. 

J. A. S.,XVIH., SIS-Hon.sF., Cat. lHi-A. montanus, Br .. l'TH, 

Cat. l079-Sylv ia montnna., SYKES, Cat. 78-and J E ItI)ON, Cat. 

123-Salie. anmdinacen., H ODGSON-P odtna, H.-1¥k-tikki of 
Mussulmans-Tikra, Beng.-Kumpa-jitta. Tel. 

TilE LESSER n.;EO·w,\l1.ln ER. 

Dt'.tcr.-Above olive-brown, ,\ith a pale supercilium, !tcnenth 

whitish, tinged with pale earthy brown. 
Bill dusky, fleshy at base beneath; Icp;<; red hr.own; iridc<; 

yellow brown. Length 6 incllCs; wing 2 J~!); bill nt front r~ ; 
tareu! -tb. 

This bird I!O dosely reRembies the A. M[iCa/'ja of Europe. 
that Mr. Sc.rickJand, at one time, pronounced it to be the ume. 
It dilfenl, however, besided in some proportions of the quills, in 
having lcss brown tint above and on the bre39t and Ranks, sod in 
the bill ~6ing lelJS compressed, though vertically deeper. It hu 
the lame proportions of the quills as the last species, and thUII 

differs from A. mtJIIlaml or Java, the 1st quill being very minute 
and pointed, and the 2n,j equII.l to or longer Ihan the 6th. 
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The leilier Rced~wRrbler is found in bushy and grassy ground on 
the Neilgberriee and WI',t COaJIt., &Iso more rarely in the <Ar­

natic, in Central India, and in nengal, to Nepal and Assam. 
Blyth aaya that it is not met with in the- Filder manlhy 

district about Calcutta, but chiefly in gardens. It is migra. 
tory in the plains, but breeds in some parts or the Himalayas. 
Hutton found the nest, which '1'1'1.9 a round ball of dry grasses; 
the eggs three in number, pearl-white, "ith minute Icatlered 
specks of rurous, chiefty at the larger end. Jts note, he states, is 
.. a sb\l.rp ~itick titick, resembling the sound made oy a flint and 

steel." He further states that many leave the Ilillg in May without 
bleeding. 80 they probably go still further north. 

517. Acrocephalus agricoius, JERDON. 

Sylvia, spud JERDON, 2nd Sl1ppl. (at. 124 bis-BLYTH, Clll 

l081-HORSF., Cat. 518- Yerra hcmpa jllla, Tel. 

THr: PADDY F I ELD WARDLER. 

D~Jcr.-Above pale rufous brown, brighte~t on the rump; 
wings brown, edged with rufous; tail dull bro,",o; beneath whitlsh 
tinged with fulvous, and brownish on the flanks. 

Bill brown, paler beneath; legs brown; irides'yellow brown. 
L ength 51 inc~ea; wing 2i ; 1;1iI21; bill at. front T~; tat!us T\' 

This Wflrbler is a good ded smaller than the last, with a consi· 
derllbly small er bill, and a more rufous tone of coloring. It is al!>o 
very like A . ,alicaria of Europe, but differs in having the same 

propo. tion of primaries as A. brunne&un,. 
1 fir!t found this species in growing paddy fields in NelJore in 

the cold weather, and in reedy ground ncar tunks in Central Indin. 

It)1I also found in the vicinity 01 Calcutta, and in various pans of 
India to Nepal amI Affghanistan. Like the others it f~ed!\ t:ntirely 
on ineects. It is migratory in India, going oorth to breed. 

Mr. Blyth rem arks that thc!>c l uuian speciel DC Reed.warblctl 
tend to .pproximate PhyllolcoplU, in th~ Corm of wing, and 
.ale less aquatlc in their h.bits than their European congeners. 

Gen. ABUt/DINA-X, Blyth. 

Bill wide at d.e basc, not much cDmpr~s!ed, of moderate length; 
tip well deflected, and very Ilightly notchcd; wingll rather IIbort, 
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1st. quill neuly hal( the length of the 2nd, which is a little .hoTter 
than the 3rd and 4th, which are equal and lon~est, and the 5th i. 
nearly as long; tail somewhat long, much graduated, the 
feathers narrow; tarsus mOI!erllte, stout; feet stroo:z; claws leng­
thened, modl'rately.curved. 

The peculiar form hll~ quite the gen(>ral aspect of AcrocephaluI, 

but difft:lrs in its much wider bill, and the form of tbe wing. Some 
class it along with Megalur", and Chte(ornu, but its somewhat 
IIlore lengthened win)!, and broad,little compre~sed, bill, are against 
this view, whilst its colors are quite those of AcroctphallU 

br.unnucen&, to which its geneml resemblance is so strong t.hat I at 
first passed it over. 

518. Arundinax olivaceus, BLYTU. 

Phragmaticola olivacca, BLYTH, apud JERDON, 2nd S';Ippl. Cat . 
.No. 113 bis-BLYTH, Cat. 1075-HoltSF., Cat. 514. 

THe THICK-DIM,ED REED-WARBLER. 

De'tr.-Uniform olivc-blOwn above, a littlc rurescent towards 
the tail; throat '\Vhiti~h, nnd the rest of the under parts tinged 
with fulvQu8 brown; lores pale. 

Bill dark brown above; fleshy yellow at base o(!ower ma~di­
ble; legs pale horny red, and toes fltll!hy grey j irides b81.eL 

• 
I"ength 8 inches; wing 3i; tail 3f ; bill at front 196 ; tllr"ms 1 T~ ; 
extent 10i. 

I first procured this species in the Carnatic ncar Nellore, where, 
however, it is not very common; and Mr. Blyth subsequently 
obtained it tolerably abundant in the vicinity of Calcutta. It 
has alSo been procure!i in the Nepal Terai, and in Tellasserim. 
and probably frequents suitahle localities over most Ilarta of 
India. I . presume that like the IMt it is migratory. 

Gen. DU14ETICOLA, Blyth. 

Cnar.-Bm ~tr.jght, as in Cillelu" but ahorter. stout; comprelsed. 
'Itrongly notched at the tip; gape 8mQOth; tail rounded. moderate ; 
wing. ahort, the first three lomewhat graduate, 4th longell and 
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5th sub-equal; tarsus moderate, 8tout; toes a.nd claws long, not 
much curved; plumage putTy and full 

Thia p;enua ill not separatNl from ~r:,.octp'lfllu8 by Bonaparte 
and Gray, but differa by it" spotted bl'clUt and more cincli lle 
bill. 

519. Dumeticol .. amnia, HODGSON. 

Salicarin, apud HODGSO~, GIUY, Zool. ldisc., and CaL. Nep. 
Birds-·Olur, GencI11of Birds, pI. 4it, f. 2.-D. thoracica, BLYTH, 
J. A. S., XIV. 584- BuTU, Cat. lOS7-HoRSF., Cat. 520. 

THE SrOTTED REED-WAnDLER. 

D .... cr.-Abovc dark olive-brown, v.ith a fai nt rudo:ly tinge on 
thc lower part of thc back:; throal, and Il00VC thc lorcs, white, pllS­
sing into ashy on the breast, which, with the forl!-neck, i8 rnarhd 
with largish rounJ dusky spots; lower rJllrt" lind sides (;( breast, 
plain luownibh abhy; the midd le portion of the \leUy white; the 
flanks fulvescent browD, and the under tall-coverts dark clive 

brown, with whitish tips. 
Bill dusky; legs pale. Length 5 inches; vdng 2i j tail 2 ; bill 

at front i; tarsus 1· 
This bird h~ only been procured in N ... pal, and no notice of it, 

h:10its or ha.\mts i~ 01\ record. 
ne~ides thc European spccies casually nlluded to above. there are 

a fo\v others of t1Jis group found in Europe, A!ia, and Africa, 
.Ac'rl)CephalulJ mOT.tanu.1J from Java, 5cvero.l of the same gcnus from 
Japan, and others from China, North Africa, and Australia.; Caiam­

oiIyta and Ltllcini.oluril comprise several specic! of Southern Europo 
and North Africa; Llm:inia, containing the Nightin~ale of Europe, 
and a nearly affined specics florn El\Stcrn Europe and Per5ia. 
L. Major, Bonap., is plaecd among the Robins loy many authofl; 
but ita coloration and general ho.bits appear to me to euLitle it to & 

place in this group. Al!don, comprising SV1ttid galactode. of 
Europe, and others, is placed by Gray next the Nightingale, but 
aome of the species appear to me to belong to the Timaiina!, Or at 
aU evenll to the sbort-winged Warblers; and some of the species of 
ErytliNJPYgt,a, A. Smith, of Southern Africa (placed &! a SYDonym 



VA.LA.I(OB£BI'lN'&' 1St 

of A edon by Bonaparte), even approximate EurycnclIB in t.heir 
mode of coloration.' 

'fhe next group comprises the Grasshopper Warblers, and some 
affined forms, corresponding to the section Ucu6lelul2 of BOD9parte. 
Theil' pI-Image is striped or lark-like above, and they frequent 
reeds and grlUlll. The European species make their neau among 
reeds. 

Gen. LOCU8TELI.A, Gould. 

Char.- Bill of moderate length, slender, straight, compressed, 
barely deflected at the tip; which is slightly notched; wings long, 
with the 1st quill minute; 2nd nearly equal to the third, which is 
Iong"est; tail moderate, rounded or graduated; hind claw very long, 
much curveu. 

520. LocusteUa certhiola, PALLAS. 

Turdus, apud PALLA8-Locustclla Raii, GOULD, spud BLYTH. 

TUE LESSER REED-WARBLER. 

Deler.-Abo,'e pale olive-brown, all the feathers centred dark 
brown; tail uniform brown, tipped pale, e~pecially as seen from be­
low; beneath white, tinged with earthy brown on the neck. breast, 
and flanks; lower tflil-COVNt!! fulvescent white, with narrow longi­
tudinal strire. In the spring moult the lower plumage is at first a 
80mewhat rich yellow. 

BiJI dusky above, pale beneath; irides hazel ; legs fleshy brown. 
Length 51 inches; wing 2i; t.ail 2*; bill at front 11 mill. 

I first found this bird in long grass in the neighbourhood of 
Mhow, in Central India. during the rains, and Mr. Blyth then 
considered it to be identical with the European Locus/ella Raii. 
He subsequently procured it from Lower Bengal, not far from 
Calcutta.; and I quite recently obtained it near Monghyr, and also 
observed it in other places along the Ganges, and it probably will 
be foulld in .uitabl; localitiee throughout India. From the specimel1l 
then procured, towards the end of March and beginning of April, 
Irh~. Blyth "' ... led to doubt their identity with tbe English bird. 
O. comparing i&: with T4JDD1iack'. detCriptioo of -L. ceru.wl4, it 
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appears to me to correspond lIufficicntiy well, the pale tip to the 
tail, onc of the distinguillhing points of the latter from S. 10CtU­
leila, ooing distinctly present, in which however it agrees with the 
next bird. It is, p()~sibly, a tilStillct 8peci~s. 8(lJ in that case I 
would propose the name of LOCUSTELLA Tt:lIPOR.UJ8. 

This bird frequents long grllll! Ilnd gl'llin, and is with some diffi· 
cully procured, tiS it always tries to conceal itself among the long 
grass; and, when flushed, takes but Il very short Hight, again hides 
itself, and is with difficulty dislodged. It probalJly breed", in this 
country. It feeds entirely on insects. 

521. Locustella rubescens, BLYTH. 

' .r. A. S. XIV., 582-BLYTfi, Cat. 1084-

TOE RUDDY HEED-W ARBLEY.. 

DesCf'.-Back ruddy-brown, with blackish ccntrc'3 in the fea­
t1lCrs; erown dusky olive; sidc3 of ncck snd breast 0livaceou8; 
throat and belly white, fulvescent brown on the sides of tn'e neck, 
flunks, and under tail-coverts; Slime of the latt\lr brown, tipped 
wllite; rump and tail dal'k rudJy-bJ'own, all the outer feathers 
tipped with grey and obsoletely barred; wing·covert'3 edged with 
oIivaccoull, and tile quill!l with ruddy-urown; tip.'! of tertl.uies 
slightly albes('ent; a narrow whitish line from bill to occiput. 

Bill dusky horn, pale beneath; Ieg:s light brown; irides h!lz'!l. 
Length 6f inches; wing 2!-; extent 71; tail 2; tarsus i; bill fot 

front 12 mill. 
This intere~t.ing bird has been found frequenting reeds and long 

grass in the neighbourhood of CII'eutta, in the coloi weather only. 
It prohnhly extends into other pnrts of Lower Bengal, Assam, and 
the Burmese countries. I got one specimen in a reedy tank near 
Jounpore. in March 1848. Mr. Blyth suggened that this species 
may be the S!lluia urtAwla of Pallas, from Northem Asia; but 
Temminek's description, I think, applies better to the previoU8 
speCies. 

Some AU9trftIian forma appear to belC'llg to this section, which 
is not very distinct from the last. 

The lbree following genera -differ from tbe previoUs (Inca by 
their shorter and more rounded wings, ~d thus lead to the next 
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'SUb-family, DrymoiciM. They are mountain forms, peculiar to the 
Himalayas, and some of them are classed by Gray and Bonaparte 
with the latter group. In their hllbitll they resemble AC1'OCtpluilu 
and Locustella. 

Gen. TRIBURA, Hodgson. 
Syn. Pseudolu801nia, II.pud Bly,h. . 
C/iar.-Bill straight, moderately compressed, culmen distinctly 

raised, acute at the base and 'notched; gape smooth; wing short, 
roundcd and feeble, 3rd, 4th and 5th quills ubout equal; tail 
lengthened, graduated; tarsus stout and smooth; hind toe short. 

Blyth considers that this form is nearly allied to Locul tella. 
Sa ficaria cinnamomea, RiipJlcll, is considered to belong to it. 

522_ Tribura luteoventris, HODGSON. 

P. Z. S., 1845, p. 30, and J. A. S., Xl V., 583-BLYTH, Cat. 

1086-HoRBF., Cat.. 521. 

THE PLAIN DROWN REED· WAUBLER. 

Descr.-Abovc uniform olive~browD; beneath paler, except the 

flanks, which are slightly rufe~cent ; thl'Oat, and middle of the breast 
and belly, yellowish, inclining to whitish. 

Bill dark hOTrly above, pale below; Irgs light brown. Length 5j 
inches; wing 2 ; tail 2! ; bill at front 11 mill; tarsus finch. 

Gray in his Genera places this bird RS a Calamod!lta. From We 
Cachar of Nepal. 

Gen. HORORNI8, H odgs. 

Cltar.-Bill feeble, Blender, compressed, with rictal hairs scarcely 
perceptible, distinct in some; wings moderately short, the 4th and 
!;th quills equal and longest; tail short, broad, much graduated, 
tarsus long and strong; feet moderate. 

This genus was considered, by its founder, to have the general 
Conn of Tribura, (with some of the characters of Hereile.) and 
indeed was placed as a sub·g~nus of the fonner. Gray, in his 
Genera, placed the species under RegululI, alld Dr. Gray, in his last 
liet of Gmera, and Banaparte, placo it next Abromill. Their habits 
are not recorded, and, in their mode of coloration they are allied 
to Tribura. but with a iendellcy towards the Tree-warblers. 

X 
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523. lIorornis fulviventris, HODGSON. 

P. Z. S., 1845, p. 32. 

Tnt; },'ULVOU8-U!:U.1EJ) HILL-W ARULER, 

DeBcr.-Abovc olivc-bro't"n. below sordid iulC'ous, the flanks 

shaded with olive; chin, and line over tim eye, albescent, 

BiU dusky brown; legs lIc~hy grey. Length 4-; inches; wing not 

2; tfl.i.l li-; ta.rsu" Hths. 

From the CachaI' of Nepal. 

524. Borornis :H.aviventris. HODCSON. 

P. Z. S., UI4-ti, p. 

THE YELLOW-In:LLlE.D }-lILL-WARDLxn, 

Above olive-green, beneath llftle yellow; chin) and line oYer the 

eye alhcqcent. 

Bill dusky-1rown; legs fbllY. Length tl~; wing not quite 2 j 

tail 1 i; tarsus H· 
From the Caehar region of the lliHs of Nepal. 

525. Borornis fuliginiventer, IlODGSON. 

P. Z. S., 1845. p. 3). 

THE SMOKY IhLL-1VARDLER. 

Delcr.-Above dUfiky olive-bro\'I"n, diluted into a dusky greenish 
CII!t below. 

Bill and legs dark . Length J inches; wing 21; tnil2; tarsusi. 
I1udgson sa/8 " perhaps mM(' probably a Tribura." From Nepal. 

526. Horornis fortipes, HODGSON. 

J. A. S., XIV., 584. 

TnE STRONf:-l-'OOTJ..:D IhLL-'" ARDLER. 

De,cr.-Above olive-brown, Lclow plllc OcJlfilCeoU8 brown, 

Ilpproachiog to albcseent. Length 4g inches; wing 2y'o; lail1i; 
tarsu8 nearly 1 inch. 

From Nepal. 

All these 8pecies appear to be fare. and*ottly found in &he 
higher region! of the .Himalayas. I \vas not fortunate enough 
to procure any specimens when nt Darjeeling.· 
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Gen. HOREITES, Hodgson. 

Syn.-NivicoTa, HOdgs., J. A. S., XIV., 586. 
Cha,·.-Bill sl~nder, short, straight, barely bent down at tip, 

slightly notched; wings as in Prinia; tail moderate, rounded, 
broad and soft; tarsus long; toes moderate; middle too longer 
than in Priflw ; nails slender, less curved. 

This genus appears to be the hill representative of tho Prima of 
the plains, from which they chiel1y diff"r in their more ambulant 
toe8, and bro:ider .md shorter tail, but, at the samfl time, are moro 
nearly allied in colours and habits to the grass wo.rblers. Blyth 
at ono time considered that they hod some of the characters 
of Tcsia, which Bonaparte also latterly classed with the 
Drymoicinrl!. 

527. Boreites brunneifrons, Hodgson. 
J. A. S" XIV., 585-BLYTH, Cat. 8I9-HoRS}'., Cat. 499-

Nivieola schistiIata, Hooos.?-Liklik-pllo, Lepch. 

TSB RUFOUS-CAl'P.F.D HILL-WARBLER. 

Descr.-Above olive-brown, slightly redder on the wings and 
tail; eap red-brown; below, pale ashy, with a white central 
streak. 

Dill dusky above, pule fleshy beneath; legs light-brown; irides 
brown. Length 41 inches; wing If; e:.tpot 6t; tail 76; bill at 
Cront ~; tarsus t. 

Hodgson says these birds are only found , in Kepal. in thfl 
No~thern region, near dIe SI\O'l'l'S, living among brushwood, and 
feeding on the ground. I observed it only on the top of Tonglo, 
10,000 Cecthigh, among bruebwood. 

528. Horeites pollicaris, HODGSON. 

J. A. S., XIV., 585. 

TOE. STRONG~CLAWED HILL-W ABBL1!!R. 

Dtlr:r-.-A·bovo , dark olive, beneath and eye-brow yellowish; • Jegs atld bill fleshy grey. Length 31 incbes; wing Ii; tail Ij; biU 

~; tlLl'SUS H. , 
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'1his species is said to have a large hind claw, and a Blender 
R eguluB-like bill. Blyth suggest. 'I tha.t it may be the young of H. 
bTflnneifrofU. 

From the same locality a! the last, 

529. Horeites ma.jor, HODGSON. 
MOORE, p, Z. S., 1854. 

TIlE LARGE Hlu,-WAnnLER. 

De8cr.- AbQve olive· brown reddish, on the wings; lail rounded, 
and of 0. dusky brown, the outer webs fringed with olive· brown ; 
cap red-brown ; a yellowish ferruginous superciliary streak extend­
ing over the car-coverls, which are ruuuy brown abc. ve, ashy 
beneath; thloat, sides of neck, centre of breast, and abdomen, ashy 
white; aides of thc breast and fla nks olive-brown. 

Bill dark horny, nesllY at tllC baw beneath: feet' yellowish. 
L(mgth 5 inches; wing 21; tail 2 (<i; hill at front i; tarsus h. 

This species has a comp,rntively Iar~C'r bill, and longer wing 
than the others of the genus, Qnd nlso stroni!:cr feet. From Nepal. 

J obtained two species, IIpparently of thifl genu!!, on the Khhsia 
hills, from .5,000 to 6,000 feet of elevation. They frequent t ile 
grassy hills, hiding themseh'es with celerity, and in their habits 
closely resemble Loclls/ella. 

Sl'b-fam. DRYMOICINN., Wrcn~Warblcrs. 

Bill moderately long and compressed; wings short, rounded; 
tail long, more or less grn.duatcd; l eg~ and feet moderately strong. 

This group eompritl~s II. consiJerubJe serir:s of birds, highly char­
acteristic of the Indian region, but found throughout the warmer 
portions of the old world, and very abundant in Afrie's, a few 
species only {'xtcnding to the South of Europe, and several to 
Australia. Th{'y are mostly of diminuti\'e size : aod, except in a 
remarkable Australian group, of dull plumage. They chiefly 
frequent bushy ground, hedge· rows and tbe like, a few only being 
found in tree jungle, and a few in long grass. They arc active 
and sprightly in their habits, and are somewhat garrulous, but few 
or them caplI.ble or what could be called a song. They feed 
exclusively on insect.&, which they pick oft' leavell or bnnc.hea 
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occasionally from Vte ground. The ncsts of !ome are remarkable 
for the ingenuity with which they are made; and ~e eggs are 
red in Borne, white with red spots in others, and in many blue, 
pure, or with blotches. 

The Dr!lmoicintE form part of the MalurintE of Gray, and the 
section Drymoicinte of Bonaparte's ' Calamoherpinm. Blyth, at one 
time, classcd them !l$ portion of thP. great Timaline series j but 
their less social habits, and other points, tend, in our opinion, to 

kecp thcm distinct, but with strong analogies for that group. 
They appear to grade into the Grass-warblers by Hortitt$, and 
into the Tree-warblers by Neornu. 

Gen. ORl'lIf)l'OMUS, Horsfield. 

Char.-Bill iong, slcnder, rather "jde at the base, nearly entire, 
straight, very slightly ileBexed at tne tip j II few weak: rictal 
bri.'ltles; wing short, fecble, much rounded, 5th and 6th quills equal 
and longest j tail narrow, f ccble, typically allon and rounded, or 
graduated, the two centre feathers elongated in some j tarsus 
moderately long, stout j feet sbort: hind toe short j claws moder­
ately curved. eompresscd. 

This genus comprises the Tailor·birds, which sew leavcs togethcr 
to form their nest. The.yare natives of lndia, n.nd the Malayan 
peninsula is especially rich in spcei~s. They form a group of 
small specic!', generally green above, ~ith more or )Cl1l9 ferruginous 
on the head, and with somewhat tbc manners of the Wrena. They 
hllove a remarkably loud chirp. 

530. Orthotomus longicauda, GMELm. 
Motaeilla, apud GMELIN-BLYTn, Cat. 815-HoRsF., Cat. 492 

-Orth. Bennctt~; SYKES, Cat. SO-and JItRDON, Cat. 114-0. 
lingoo, SYKES, (the young}--O. sphenurua, SWAINSON-Sylvia 
nlficapilJa, HUTTON-S. guturata, LUBAlill-O. eutoria and 
O. patia, HODG80N-Phutki, H.-Tuntuni, Beng.-Patia, Nepal. 
-Likku-jitta, Tel. 

THE INDIAN' TAlLOn-BmD. 

DUCf'.-Cro",,'D rurous; nape somewhat cinereoullt with a tinge 
of rufous; back, acapnlars, rump, and upper tail-coverte, yellowith 
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olive--grecn; wings brown, edged with greeu; tail narrow, light 
brown with a green tinge .. alld th(> outer feathers on each aide with 
a narrow white tip; beneath whi~e, with a concc;lied black spot on 
each side of the throat, formed by the bases of !'Clwe of the 
fcathers, and only accn at times. 

DiU dark horny above, pale 1\eshy beneath; legll fles hy j irides 
reddisll·ycllow. Length, male 6! i!lchcs; wing nearly 2 j tail 
3!; bill at front t ; tarsus nearly ,':,. 

There arc fOllT dark brown hairs ari;:.ing from the nape, two on 

each side. In the male the two centre tail fcathers arc much 
elongated, 1~ ill ches or so longer thSll the next p:lir, and the rest 
arc rounded and slightly grnduatcri. The female is bE.rcly 5 inches 
long; tail 2. In some ~pccimcml (c~pccialJy in those from Ceylon) 

the ashy !lape is iuconspicuous, bcin~ nearly overlaid with rufous, 

and pnssing into the green of tllc bach; amI Ceylon birrls appear to 

have the bill also somewhat longer than tho!'(' of continental India. 

The wcll known Tailor-Linl is found t!noughout all India. 

from the nilnala.p~ to Cape Comorin and Ceylon, and extending 

into the Burmese countries. It is most common in well-\vooded dis­

tricts. frequenting garden .. , II edge-rows. orcllard~ , low jungle, and 

even now antlthell the more open p:l.l l~ ur high trrc jlll'0'ks. It is 
usually in pairs, at times in !;lnall flocb, inec~sant1y hopp;ng about 

the branches of trees, t<hrub!, pca-rows aud the lil, e, with :l. loud 

reiterated call; and piekin~'variolls inscct., chiclly ant~, cicadcllro, 

and v:l.rious smalilarvoo, off the bark awlleavcs, and not unfrequent-­

Iy seeking them ou the ground. I t Il:1s the habit of raising its tail 
whilst feeding :md hopping about, and at time~, c~l'ccia1ly when 

calling. it raises the feathers Ilnd displays the concealed black stripe 
on its neck. The ordinary note of thc Tailor i~ tlrlCl:e-to-wee-to­

wee,. or as syllabized by Layard prctty-prettfJ-pl-etlj; whob alarmed 
or angry, it has a different call. It is a familiar b:.rd. venturing 

close to houses, but when aware that it is being watchcd, it 
becomes wary and shy. 

The Tailor-bird makes its nest with cotton, wool, and varioQ! 

other 80ft materials, sometimes also lined with hair, and drawII t,o.. 

gether one leaf or more, generally two leaves, on cach side of the 

nest, and stitches them together with colton, either woven by itself, 
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or cotton thread picked up; and after passiDg the thread through 
the leaf, it makes a knot at the end to fL"t it. -1 have seen a Tailor­
bird at Saugor watch till tho Dirzee (native tailor) had left the 
verand"h where he had bcen working, fiy in, scize some pieces of 
thread tha.t werelnying about, and go off'in triumph with them; 
this was repeated in my prezellce several days running. I have 
known many different trees selected to build in; in gardens veIy 
often a Guava trce. The nest is genemlly built at from two to 

four feet above the ground. The eg~s arc two, three, or four in 
number, and in every case which I b:l.VC seen, were white, spotted 

with reddish brown. and chiefly at the large end. Col. Sykes says 
that the cggs are erimsun, but he has pl'oLably mistaken thc nest 
and eggs of Prinia socialls, which last are sometimes brick-red 
throughout. 

Hodgson suspects that there arc two species confounded under 
one name, as he has on several occasions got nmpotttld blue eggs 
from a Tailor-bird's nest. These were probably those of Prj'lia 
.qracilis, the eggs of which arc blue. Layard describes one nest 
made of' cocoanut fibre entirely, with a dozen leavcs of Olt'ander 
drawn and strctched together. I cannot call to recollection cver 
having seen a nest lUaUC wi'th morc thun two Icaves. The bird 

and jls nest are vcry well figured ill Guerin, Mag-asin de Zoologic, 
for 1839. 

Pennant, in his Indian Zoology, gives tho eerlicst, thollgh some­
what erroneous, account of the nest of the Tailor-bird. He says. 
"The bird picks up :l dead Icnf, and, surprising to relate, sews it w 
the side of a living one." Hutton gave the first authcntic account 
()f the bird and llest in the J. A. S., ll., 504. The Tailor-bird 
described and figured by Forbes, in his Oriental :Memoirs, appears 
to be a species of Nrctarillia. Nicholson's supposed new species 
(P. Z. S., 1851). O. agilil, which, he says, often selects the 
Brinjal (Solanum elculeutum) to') build in, is of course the same 
as our bird. 

A very closely allied species exists in the O. phlliloraplutu of 
Swinhoo from China. This species is said to drop its lengtheDed 
central tail feathen at the antumnal moult, when they are IUC­

cee<led by otheTll of the ullual length. 
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531. Orthotomu8 corona.tus, J ERDON and BLYTH. 
P. Z. 5., .1861, p. 200-Sin9~"'q1J<1ei, Lepch. 

THE GOLD~nEADED TA.ILOR-BIRD. 

DUC7'.-Forehead and top of head golden {ulvons; lares, eat· 
coverts, occiput and nape ashy; a narrow pale yellow stripe over 
tho eye; back and win~ pale olive-green; chin, throat, breast, IUld 
narrow stripe down thc middle of the abdomen, milky white; 
flanks, lower part of abdomen, under tail· coverts, antI lining of 
the wings, pale canary yellow; quills internally, and tail dusky, 
edged wilh greenish; the two outer tail-feathers with the mner 
web wllite 

Dill horny brown, darker aLove; legs pale fleshy yellow; irides 
light yellow Llown. Length 4-! Inches; extent 5f; wing Ii; tail 
If; bill at {rant t j tarsll~ i 

The bill in this species is somewbat depressed throughout, and 
fiat on the culmen. 

I procured specimens of this new species of Tailor-bird fran! the 
1'icinity of Darjeeling, where it occurs in the warmer vaileys. A 
nest and eggs welc brought to me, Bait} to be those of thi" brrd. 
similar to that of the last, but not so carefully made; the leav~s 
were loosely attached and with fewer stitches. The eggs wef'! 
t'vo in number, white with rusty spots. It exceedingly resembles 
the description of O. cucullatu" Temminek, from Sumat.ra, 
but there afC points of difference, viz. the presence of a 
yellowish superciliafY streak, and the white on the ttliI, in our 
bird; and the locality .llone would warrant the probabi.lity of the 
two being distinct. 

Moore has published a monograph of this genus in the Pr.oeeed­
ings Zoological Society for 1854. Other ~pecies Oh record ue as 
follows: O. edela, Torom., P. C. 599, 2. ('epil~m, Raffies) from 
"Malaeca and Sumatra j O. r1.lficcp$ Lf'J~on, and O. atrogllwm 

Temm., from Malacca and Borneo; O. jl4tJO-1nJ"!dilJ, Moore (<<ltla# 
apud Blyth), "cry common at Malacca; O. cmeraceu" Blyth, 
(,epium, Lafr~snaye), also from Malaeea; O. longlrolJtris, S,,!,ainsOIl j 

O. DerbMnu.!, Moore, the giant o{ the group j and othen. 



Gen. PJuNu, HOl'll6eld. 

Clar.-Bill moderately long, very 8lender, straight, entire; rietal 
brietle8 di8tinct; tail much graddated, rather long, of ten or twelve 
feathers; feet moch M in Orthotomw. 

Thia genus diffen from OrtluJtomu$ by its ehorter and more 
slender bill, more lengthened and graduated tail, and coloration. 
In habite it differs but little, and 80me of them are quite Tailor­
birde III regards the nest. 

With ten tail-feathers. 
The 6nt species differs from the others in its longer toes and 

claws, espeeially the p08terior one; also in its mode of coloration. 

532. Prinia lIavtTentris, DELESSERT. 
Orthotomus, apud DELEB8EBT-BLYTB, Cat. 813-HoRSF., 

Cat 494. 
THE YELLOW-BELLIED WaRN-WARBLER. 

Ducr.-Head. with lares and ear-coverts, dark ashy; hack, 
wings, and tail, dull olive·green; tho quills dusky hrolvn; chin, 
throat, and breast, white; the abdomen, vent, and under tail· 
coverts, bright canary yellow. 

Bill black, flf~shy at the base beneath i lege deep yellow; irides 
reddish yellow. I,ength 5i inchcl!; wing Ii; tail nearly 3; tarsus 

Hi bill at fmnt t· 
This pretty little bird is found, within our province, h.l the Nepal 

l'erai, and thence throuJ!b Bengal to the Sunderl,uDs, extending 
into AMaro, Sylhet, all the Burmese countries, and the MalHyan 
Peninsula. It is abundant in the high grass jllngles throughout 
Lower Gengal, especially nt'ar the Ganges, where 1 have fr~quently 
!lun it, wben beating ror game. It is not found, that I am a ..... Rre 
of, in forest or tret' jun~le. It makes ita way Ihrough the thick 
grau Ind re,·ds, ..... iLl, great facility, and ie: gellerally leen in IImall 
putiet. h is certainly not found in the ~eill-!helrie!l, as stated by 
Deleseel1, nc.-, ( helieye, in Southern India; but an allied species 
hu been lately notioed in Westem India. Tiekell deseribee the 
beR to be " penlile," bot quite OpeD, being a hemitpbere with one 
IIide prolonged. by which it i. ausptmded from. a twig.· The eggs 
.. briglU briok....t, wilho •• opoI. 
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533. Prinia Ad&msi, JERDON. 

Prinia. No. 127-ADAMs, llS~ of Birds, P. Z. S., ]858. 

TSE WHIE-BELLIED WRES-W ... RBLER. 

DtIf:r.- <f Above greenish. the tail tipped with white; cheeks, 
throat and breast, whitish yellow; Lelly and vent white, tinged with 

yellow; tail long, gra.Juo.ted. 
" Hill black; legs long, yellow. 
"Found at Poonah in cornfields." This is evidently a nearly 

allied Ipeeies to the last. but apparently distinct, war-ting the ashy 
head and the pure white brf'l1.8t of the l a~t bird; its haunts also 

:appc:ar to bo simil:l.r. As Dr. AtilifYIs appcau to be a faithful ob· 
Bcrver, I have ventured to includc this bird on his authority alone. 

A nearly allied speei~s to the two 1a91, Pro Ilonitan •• Swinhoc. 
occurs in China, and of this the eggs :lre deacribed as 'strangely red.' 

534. Prinia. socialis, S YKES. 

SYKES, Cat. 78-J .. KDON, Cat. llG-BLYTH, Cat. 811 -
HORSF . , Cat. 493-P"ulk~ ll .-Rtlu·jitta Tel.-Pit.piUa, H. in 
the South . 

THE DARK-ASHY WREN·WARBLER. 

n"Cf'.-Head and back dl1rk-aahy; ({uills and tail IcddUh 
brown, the latter with a dusky blind nel1r the tip, and the outer 
feathen witb a small white tip; beneath, rufescent whitish, the 

flanks rufous. 
Bill black.; legs deep yellow; irides ol':mge buff. Length Sf 

inches i wing 2r'o-; tail 2t'b- i bill at fron t not quite ~ i taraus 

nearly 1\' 
This bird ia found throughout Southern India only, and Ceylon, 

and [ bave not seen it to the north of the Gou.av~ry. It frequents 
long gra!a and reeds, sugar-cane field!, ano. occasionally low 
jungle mixed with grass. It is found on the Neilgherries, to about 
6,000 feet or eo, very abundant in bushy ground mixed with grue. 
It ill active and restless, makin~ its way adroitly through the reed. 
or bushes, with a loud reiterated Dote, something like that of the 
Tailor-bird, but louder. Col. Sykes remarks" has the ..same in­
genioUB 'nest, the same hl1bits and note, and feeds in the lame 
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manner as Q,.tlwtomu8 longicauda." I have found the nest on 
several occasions, and verified Col. Sykes' observations, but it isnot 
80 neatly sewn together as the nest of the true Tailor-bird. and 
there is generally more grass and other vegetable fib res used in 
the construction. '010 flggS are usually reddish white, with nu· 
merous darker red dots Ilt the large end, often coalescing, and 

sometimes the eggs are uniform brick-red throughout. 

535. Prinia Stewarti, BLYTH. 

J. A. S., XIV., 455-BLyrH, Cat. 812-Kala-phutki, H. 

STE\V ,,\II.T'S WRI£N-WAnULER. 

Deacr.-Above dark ashy, brown on tIle wings, and rufCllcent on 
the tail, with a faint subterminal dark band (as seen from above); 
throat white; the :r('st of the body bcnCJlth pale Iufesccnt, darker 
on the flanks, and rusty on the vent and um!eT tail-coverl2. 

Bill blaek; legs deep yellow; irides buff. Length 5lu: inches; 
wing 1/11' ; tail 2f; bill at fr~nt 1I0t hj tarsus f. 

Mr, Blyth got some specimens of this bird from Agra, and 
at first considered them distinct from P. 8QCwli4, to which 
it is certainly ,'cry closely allied. He hilS since been inclined 
to consider them the snme, but having observed this "ird, and 
obtained specimens at Mhow, in gentral India, I am fully 
convinced of its specific difference. It has a clJDliderably smaller 
and lighter body, when seen iresh, than 8ocwli •• and probably 
would not weigh mucb more than half of the latter bird; the taiJ 
ill proportionally longer, tbe dark tip more diffused and les8 de­
fined, and the vp;nt and under tail-covert! arc decidedly darker 
than in the oth~~, as indeed nrc the whole colors of the bird; the 
bill is smaller and feebler, and the feet are smaller. lts geOf,'1'aphi­
cal distribution too is against the identity. 

This species raDges from thfl Nerbudda norLhwards through 
Central'India to Agra and the N. W'. Provinces j but does not 
extend far eastwards, I think, as I did not see it at S:lUgor. At 
Mhow I found it frequenting gardens and hedges, hunting 
lll'IIoug peas and other vegetables; and, like the relt of the tribe, 

ooe.eionally descendiD~ to the ground for its food, which conllisted 
I)( allY and oilier .mall in!ectt. 



Pf'iftia jtl.miiimif, Horsfield, the tYPe or the geJlUs, belongt *<> 
this eection. 

With twelve tail-feathel1l. 

536. Prinia gracilis, FRANKLIN. 
P. Z. S., I831-BLYTH, Cat. 809-0rtbot. lingoo, Sn:as, 

ae<:ording to BLYTH. 

FRANKLIN'S WREN-WA.RBLER. 

Deacr.-Slightly rufescent olive above, tinged greyer on the 
head and neek; the wing feathers dusky, edpt'd externally with 
rufous brown; under paTUI sIlky white, tinged with yellowish 
fulvous on the flank ll, and ("jntly on the sides of the neck; tail 
brown, albescent greyish beneath, with a subterminal dark band, 
and whitish tips, most cODspicuous on the under surface. 

Bill black; legs fleshy yellow; irides deep amber; orbits fleshy 
red. Length 4f inches ; extent 5f; wing IIi tail 2; bill at 
front T\-; tarsus H· 

Tbislittle Warbler is found in Central and Northern India. It 
was first procured and described by Franklin; and I found it 
abundant on th", Vindhian Mountains near Mhow, and i...1. jungles 
close to Saugor. It frequents tree forest, and has the usual habits of 
the genu:. It often has its forehcad colored yellow by the foUen of 
flowers which it bas beon searching for minute insects. I found 
ita nest, at Saugor, very like that of the Tailor-bird, but amaller, 
made of cotton, wool, and varioue soft vegetable fibres, aod occa­
sionally hits of cloth, and I invariably found it sewn to one leaf 
of the Kydia, so common in the jungles there. The eggs were 
pale blue with some brown or reddish spots, often barely visible. 
'Chis is perhaps the Tailor-bird described by Lieut. Gifford, J. A. S., 
11.,643 "light brown above, dirty white below, 40 incbeelong, 
called fhutAi." Hodgson's blue Tailor-bird', eggs may have been 
of this species, or the next on~. 

537. Prinia cinereo·capilla, HODGSON. 
Moore, P. Z. S., 1854-

HODG8QN"8 WUN·W 4IlBLEB. 

Dt.Cf'. -CroWD of head grey, the ,haft ind margi .. of :* 
fr.athert being darker, IW.w and froot&( pbu1)es, • ~ 0 ........ 
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beyond the eye, 'lIIId the whole under pll'tl rn£eaeent, brightett OIl 

the flanks and thil!ha; lores and upper part of the can, greyish; 
nape. back, rump and wings bright rufous brown, tho tips of the 

latter dUII"r; tail the same 8S the back. paler beneath, with a ter­
minal duaky band, and rufescent--white tips. 

Bill black; legs pale horny j iritles buff. Length 41 inches: 
wing 1,,; tail 2 : lIill at (ront I; tarsus t· 

This apecies is closely related to P. grflci&. but wppears to diJfer 

by the deeper rufous brown of the upper plumage, by thl! more 
rufestent lower plumage, and by the p r l'SCDCe of a superciliary 
atripe. It is an inhabitant of the Neplll 'l'erai and lower hills, and 
it probably Hodgson's Tailor-bird, with blue eggs; it may be also 

Lieut. Gilford's, alluded to under th" last species. 

538. Prinia Hodgsoni, BLYTH. 

J . A. S., XII!., 376-BLYTH, Cat .80S-Hoa.SF., Cat. 496-
P. graoilil. apud JERDON, Cat. 117. 

THE MAL,lBAB WaEN-WARDL':a. 

Ducr.-Above dark uhy grey, brownish on the wings and tail, 
the latter with a tnbterminal dark band, tipped white on the ou* 
feaLhen ; beneath white, slightly tinged with fulveacent, greyiab 
on the edge or the neck and breast. 

Bill black; legs yellow; irides buff. Length 4 inches; wing 
110-; taillj; bill at front t; tarsu8 H· 

TlUs it the 8lDalleat species of the group. It is found in 
Southern Imlia, and wo, it ia said, in Nepal and Bootan, bu~ 

perhap.s, at that time, no' discriminated from the lut speciM. It 
fre41oen\a uee jungle. 1 have letln it all through the Mal.bar tiout, 
1M Wynaad, tlla .lopta of the Neilgheme.s, and more rare on the 
Eut.tm Gh., ad in wooded valleys .t the Northern tl:rminatWD 
of \be Tabl. Laod. 

Pr. "'juferw, Blyth, trom Burmah, is a nearly allied speci~ 

Sennl other Pri1tia are recorded trom Malayana, but whether 
baloD.gi.Dg to this genua... DOW restric~, 1 knoW' not. Among 
.... are P. oliwJHa, Ra1Be.s, P. irlma, Strickland, and P. StricI:.­
.., &up., from 1 •• aDd Sumalla. 
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Gen. CrsTlcoLA, Lesson. 

Chaf'.-Bill rather short, slender, gently curviug from the middle, 

entire at tip; wings short.. ample; lst quill smaH, 3rri. 4th, and 5th 
equal and longest, 2nd equal to 7th, shorter than the 6th ; tail of 
twelve featbers. somewhat rounded, sllOrt; tarsus long; feet rather 
large with the lateral toes nearly equal and the hind toe long, 
the claws lengthened, e8pecially the hind one, only slightly 
curved. 

This genus dilTers from l'Tinia by its shorter, deeper bill , shorter 
tail, and less curved claws. Jt is a small group, of very nearly 
allied species, from the south of Europe, Asia, and Africa, extend­
ing to Australia. They arc tiny birds, with a streaked plumage, 
and frequent chiefly grass and rceds. 

539. Ciaticola schmnicola, B ONAPARTE. 

GOULD, Birds of Europe, pl. 11 3-Priniacursitans, FRANKLIN, 

P. Z. S., 1831-BLYTll, Cat. 821.:...HonSF., Cat. 503-JEROOS, 
Cat. 122-and J F.H.DON. 111. Ind. Om., pl. 6-C. sub-himalay,ma. 
HODGSON-GMs ku·phutki, or Gllas !.'a-pit-pitti, Iliud., i e., urass 

Priuia- Yedru-jitta, Tel.-KIlt',.ghu.m H. at Bhagulpuw-l'ulI­
tUl1ia lit Monghyr. 

THE RUFOUS GRASS'\V ARllu:n. 

De&C1'.-Abovo rufous brown, all the ft!athers broadly centred 
dark brown; rump plain rufous; quills dusky, narrowly edged 
with brown i tail with the two central feathers pal6 brown, darker 
in the middle, and pale tipped; the otbers all dark brown, ..leeper 
towards the end, and with a broad whitish tip; plumage beneath 
rufeseent white, Marly pure white on the chin and throat, and 
more rufescent un the flank!; tnil beneath cincreou8 at the ba.se, 
then pale rufous with a black bar, and a broad white tip. in 
!lome uniform dusky cincreous. 

Bill dusky brown above, fleshy beneath; irides pale olive­
brown; lega fleshy. Length 4; inches; wing 2t; tailt i to nearly 
2; bill at Cront not q1J..ite 9 mill.; waul f. 
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This bird is now considered identical with the European ODe, 
and is alBO spread over the greater part of Africa. It is found 
in every I?art of India, frequenting long grass, com, and rice 

fitllds It makes its way adroitly through the grass or corn, and 
often descend~ to the ground to pick up insects; but I do not 
think that i~ habitually ruu! along, as the name given by Franklin 
would imply, but it rather makes it:. way through the grass, or 

reeds, partly hopping nnd partly flying.. When put up, it takes 
A. short jerking flight for a few yards and then drops down into 
the grass again. It feeds on ants, lan'H' of grasshoppers, and 
various other smull insects. As Blyth remarks, "it may commonly 
be observed to risc a Iiull! way into the air, as is tilll habit of so 
lXlany bilda that inhabit similar Ilitulltions, repeating at intervals a 
singlc note, jiA, jill. During the breeding ~ason the maJe bird 
may be seen seated on a tall blade of p;rass pouring forth a feeble 
littlE: song. The nest is made of dcJi('ate vegetable down, woven 
into the Siems of a thick clump of grass, and forming a compact 
and very L"auti(1l1 fllbric, witl.l B small entrance nellr the top; and 
the eggs flre four or five in number, translucent white, with 
reddish spots.. It has been noticed that whi.lst the hen is laying, 
lhe male bird builds the nest higher. 

540, Cisticola erythrocephala. JERDON. 

BLYTH, J. A. S., XX., 523-BLYTB, Cat. 1935. 

TOE RED-BEADED GRA.SS-WARBLER. 

Ducr,-General hue rufous or ferruginous, deepest on tho 
crown, darker on the rump, and brightest on aU the lower parts; 
back olive-brown with blacJ.: meclidl streaks to the feathers and 
wings and tail dud:,r brown, the former mar~ineJ with olive-brown, 
and the latter very slightly tipped or margined round the extre­
mity of the fea.theT! with pale Lrowu. 

Bill dusky, fleshy beneath; legs fleshy yellow; irides pale brown. 
Length" in.lbes; wi~ 2; tail Ii; t·araUB T'h. bill atfront 9 mill. 

This specie8 differs ff')m the last in its short.er and le88 graduated 
t&il, 

I han only p.oeured this interesting spc('ies of Cltticola in one 
locality, tIiz., in some open grassy ground, in;tertpereed wiili 



116 BmDI or IlIDrA. 

bulb., cto.e. to the head of the CUGoor pw. le.ding {fOlD 

Wyuud into lower Malabar; but 1 han no doubt that it will be 
found i.n suitable localitie. all through the W )'Dud. Coorg. aDd. the 
We.tern Ghat!. It ha.s a moat peculiar loud chuclding, ventrilo­
quiring note, IOmetimes uttered on the wing, or from", bUlh, abd. 
it frequently completely Jeceives you as to it.. whereabou~. It is· 
,10 loud as to draw your attention at once. 

The nexhptcic~ appears to have lIomewhat similar habits. 

541. Oiaticola Tytleri, BLYT1l. 
J. A. S. 

T.RE CREAM'COLORED GRASS·W}.RDLER. 

Dtlcr.-The whole head. fac~ and lower parts {\llvOUI while; 
,upercilia~y line, nape, and back, rusty; wings earthy brown, the 
feailiora edged pale; rump unit()rm pale brown; tail dark brown, 
both above and below, very narrowly tipped with white. 

Such is the coloration of 8pecimens presented to the Asiatic 
Society by Colonel Tytlcr. One 1 procured at Dacca, ditrers Ii 

good deal; it has the head and upper parts pale rufous throughout., 

but not nearly eo pale as the specimen described; the face and 
lower parts whitish, tinged with brown ycllow. 

Bill fleshy brown; legs fleshy yellow; irides buff. Length 41 
inchea i extent 5,; wing li i tail 1,; bill at front !u; tarsUI t. 

Tytler first obtained this species at Dacca, and noticed its dis­
tinctness from the common one. He state! that he found it in 
long graaa jungle, excessively wild in its habits, and difficult to 

appro&.Ch. I observed it in the same locality, but in bushy ground. 
and 1 did not hear iLs note. 1 think 1~llt Blylh is right in con­
sideling Tytler's specim .. ns 0.8 young; but from ;he observations 
I made. and the only good specimen I secure~, I &Ie inclined wiLla 
Tytler to consider it distinct from C. tryrllf"OCtpluJa of the W ynud, 
though allied, both in color.tion and bablts. 

A nearly allied species appears to exist in China, CUt. rumin­
ahuial'l.l, Swinhoe, which is described u' jer.k..i llg about high ira 
tbe air, whilst uttering its strange tinkling Dotes.' 

The next bird is one whose generic location is somewhat dOQ"b~ 
rul. It exactly resemilea CUticoJ_ in ita ooloration aDd habia., 
but is " much larger bird, and I propole to gin it diMiaot. 
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gencric rank:. Many of the ,o-called A (ncan Drymnic(I, figured hy 
Riippell, .. ppea: to approximate it very c1o, ely, aml are pr(.,bably 
eo-generic with it. Such are D. f"flbllda, D, lugllilris, an,1 11. er"9~ 

tArogen!l" RuppeU; alw A. Smith's D. natukrisil, and pel'hapt 
other. from the illUDe country, and also from Australia. 

Gen. Ga,nuxlcoLA, J,erdon. 

Char.-Bill moderate, rather stout, ('ompressed ; culmen curved; 
some ratt.er stout rictal bristles cuning outwards; wing~ very 
short and much rounded; tail of tweh'e fe:!.Iher~, much gmuuated 
and broad; tar!!) stout, of moderate Icnglh; hind toe not lengtlt~ 
cned; claws long, slender, very slightly curved. 

This (orm differs from Ci,fic"la in the less elonga~d hind toe, and 

the more strongly cUI'vcd beak, with prominent rictal bristles, 

542. Graminicola Bengalensis, .JERUON. 

'f1l1o: LAUO~; GllAf\S_ 'VAn3LEU. 

Dt.tcr.-Above, the head and back deep bmwn, the feathf·rg 
edged wi~h tawny fulvous; lump (I!:u·k fuh'ous; wings with 
bright fuh'ous edgings to the feuthers uf the wing-cMer!s; the 
quills ed~cd with yellowi5h brown; tail de<'p orow n, with indis­
tinct bro\vn edging, obsoletely harred anu broadly white-tipped, 
this being continued a short distance along th~ outer edge of the 
olltermo~t feathers; benellth wllitc, tinged with fuhou~ on the 
neck, breast, and flanks; under-tail-covert>! slightly oli,'uceous. 

Bill reddish horny; irides yellow brown; legs fleshy 
yello.w. Length 6; inches; wing 2;; tail 3; bill at front i; 
tanus L 

Some specimens ha\'e the upper paJts almost bln<'k, mixed \vith 
white over the eye and on the nMpe, but whethc~ this is seasonal, 
or the effects of age, I aID not aware. I first (lbsen"ed this bIrd 

in high graaa on the banks o{ the Ganges, hut did not procure 
specimen,., r shot several, however, in Caehar, where it appeared 
\0 be tolel'ably ahun(i.lnL It frequents high grass, in pairs, occa­
Iiona11y three or (ou r together; now and then taking a abort flight, 
IIld rapidly eotl~ing itself when it alights. 
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Gen. UR\'MOlPD f;l , Bonap 

"har.-Bill .hort or of moderate length, nearly clUire, rather 
deep at the base; culmen 111f)tler~tc!y curving j rictus bristled ; 
wins, very ahort and rounded, the tbat three quill .. nearly equally 
graduated, 4th and 5th longest; tail g raduat.ed, IOI'g, til tl!n {oathout 
tbe feathertl obtuse ; tarsus long; fee t moderate; claws JDodcrat~ly 

curved. 
The ~cnU8 DI'!Jmoil'/l~ Willi institutcu by nOll:l~artc for the 

A!iatic iJr!J"loic(l'. It differ;! from Prilljn in its shorter, deeper, 

less slonder bill, more de \'c!opc'! I Lclnl blis tl (·~ j lind they usually 

frequent low bush cover rather tlilln tfee jungle. The 5pel'ic9 have 
uluallybccn cI:\s~cd unJcT })"!Jllwica, hut 1I00Iapartc has separated 
the Indian sllCcics fl OIll l ht; African onc~, ;11111 d ,ough unaware in 

what points they dinel', J sllnll [ .... !low :\I r. Blyth'~ example, and 

keep them di~tjuct. 

b43. Drymoipus inornatus; SYKES. 

SYKES, Cat. 79-J I':IU>O:-.', Cat, 11 ~ - Ih.YT!I , Cat. 804-Hor.SF , 

Cat. tHO-P, macrOIl.I1I, FI~ANK L !N- I'. Fr!lllklillii, BLY TH, Cat. 

805 (in part}-P riniu f Ullca, HUI/!.:-w~-LJt(j·hn-jitto, Tel.·­
NicnlfJ·plto. L cpch. 

'fu r. C01BfO:'i W la::>.·W,\I:uu:n. 

Dt.ter.-I1 I.>:1.d 1l1H] bllck h.,.('yi~h Im '\\'n, with :1Il olivaccou9 lin;.:: '" 
on thc llCIl.U and hinu nCl'k; \\ill ;:~ ]'1 ('\\' '' , cd;:cll pale rufous ; tail 
I'U[OUIL or l)JOlVll i~ h, \lith n terminal {lark ~pot, und the ccntrc tail 
fCithcrs obsolctely Lumdcll; n whili qh hUIHlrcilium, and ''I'hi tish 
lares and chill; hcncath whit-ish wilh :1. flliut fulvescent tinge i 
thighs pale fcrrug inou9 brown. 

Bill dusky b rown nbo\'c, ycllowi~h or flcshy Ilt the hue ben"ath; 
legs fleshy yellow; iridcs brownish yellow. L cngth :; to 5i inchet; 
wing If to 1-1'1.1; tai l 2~; bill at front ; , tarsu, .'~ . 

B onfield, in h is Ca.t:lloguc, hll' joined SyJ.-:r.s and Franklin', 

specie!, which lll.st A1r. Rlyth had alrcnjy llUiLed to Hodgaon's 
/"lta. Under his number 510 he has pl flec~l specimens from Col, 

Sykcs, from Mr. Hodgson and from Bengal ; anti 1 havc no doubt, 

has carefully eomparcd them together. On examining my. notes, 
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I find specimens described flOm Southern Indin, from the Hima­
layas, and Ghazeepore, which, on the whole, agree very well with 
eacb other; and the (ew slight differences apparent may depend on 
age, or 011 the more or less abrasion the. feathers have under­
gone. Blyth, wbo at one time considered them distinct, in the J. 
A. S., XVI II., 12, not.e, declared his belief that the two were 
identieal, and that inornala was the worn nnd abnadcd plumage of 
macl"oura. On a previous occn-sion, when contrasting tho supposed 
two species, (J. A. S. XYI.) I imagine that he had the next spe­
cies in view; and H odgson, in his original description of jU6ca, 
had at that time probably not distinguished the next species. 
When freshly moulted, the 8uh-tcrmillal da.rk band of the tail has 
more the character of a large tlpot, and the whitiHh tips are then 
more conspicuous, but, by ahrUJIion, become loot and the spot ap­
pears as a band. In no case ,l ues the wing over come up to 2 inches, 
more generally Ii. The tail of course accidontally varies much 
length. 

The common Wren-Warbler is found throughout India in low 
jungles, bushy ground, hecl~erows, in cultin,tod ground, and cven 
in gardens. It is generally ill pairs, occasionally in small 
flocks, flyin~ illcessantly from bush to bush, hunting for insects, 
and every now and then descending to the ground. It has a 
rather loud monotonous note, twce-ttOee-twee; and occasionally 
one perches himself on the top of a bush, and gives a sort of fecblA,· 
but sprightly, twittering song. Its -flight is feeble, struggling as 
it were, by jerks, and. when pursued, they conceal themselves 
in tho thick Lushes. I have found tho nost and eggs repeatedly, 
usually in a thorny shrub, lit about three or foul' feet from the 
ground. The nest is "ery neady woven with grus, nearly 
globular, with a hole at the side, and lined with /lOme 80ft down, 
generally that of the Cau,lropU gigantea, and sometimes with 
feathers. It i8 firmly fixed to some of the 'horny twigs of the 
bush, and it is impos,ible to remove it without cutting the sup­
porting branches. The eggs are from two to four, bright pale 
blue, with large blotches of purplish brown, one of the mOlt 
beautiful eggs I know. I imagine that the nest described by me, 
under 118 of my Cat., probably refers to the next species. 
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Tbis speciea probaMy 8:'1:tend'J. to Ceylon. but l\fr. Layard de­

ICrib.·, the nest all bui lt .amon,u t"eQs, the tops of which it draws 

tog£'ther into II dome O\'CI t1\e Ile~ t. As ' t!lted above. I hal'e alway. 

found the nest in a thorny sh: ub. 
Mr. B1ylh, J . A. S., xr .. 883 and XVL, 459, {]e~c ril 'ed a Dry­

moicll as D. J8I'dont, Cat. 803, from ~pecimens sent by mysclf 

from Southern India, whieh he has Since absorbed into D. kmyi-. . . 
caudal "'. stating that this supposed ~pceics was founded on a rather 
lar{!c specimen with IIlJ rarled vlulllag:('. This spccimc.n is still in 

existen ce, though rather in a dilllpidatt'cl ~!ate; and on examina­
tion of it, I 3m by nn m<"ans certain of its identity, but fI\la1l not 

8epllI;ate it till o.hel· bpc('imens arc obtained. It appeal'll to me 
very silwlur to 'some Ceylon bird,., whic11 ~Ir Blyth doubtfully 

comidcrc I idcnticnl with D. i1·"rflUtl18. It appears intermedilLte 
in form betwecn that sp('eie~ anu D . 8!1b:alku~ . 

544. Drymoipus longicaudatns, TICK ELL . 

• 1. A. S., II.-P. macrOUT:I, apml.l .... lwoi\. Cat I I~-D. nipa­

len~is. 1I 0IlGf,OX, apud JIOOH~, 1'. Z. S, 1854, p.-D. f ISc&, 

HoDGSON (in PUlt), and D. Flun~lin ii , apuJ UL\' TII, J. A. S, 

XVI.,-and Cat. 805 (in pnrt)-D. Jeruoni, BL\'1H? 

Tn .. LONG-TAIllED WREN-WAnnLlm . 

.Dt" C1'.-Ahove pale rufous brown; wings dusky, margined with 
bright rllfolls brown; tuil r l, rOIlS brown , paler beneath and dis­

tinctly rayed, with II. terminal dusky uand. ~ecn most eonspicu­
oU8ly nbov .. ; the tips palc, not white; the whole under parts pale 
rufescent or lute.cent, deeper on the 6an\...s, ana inclining to 

oli I'aceoll.. • 

Bill brown, pale flcshy a t bue of tI,e lower mandible; legs 
fiesl,y br?wn j hides brownish orange. Length ~ to 6 inches 

according to ltmgth of tail; wing Its; tail 2! to 3 and more; 
tarsus!'II'; bill at front II mill. 

A flpecimen from Cashmere, in the Museum, A$ Soc .• is ..,ery 
pille throu:rhollt, the ch in and throat more conspicuously white. 

and the bilt darker and sli!!htly , hOTter. Moore's description and 

'measurements accord pretty exactly with tho!e of mine: .,d] 
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haTe. little doubt that myth's bird is the ""!;Ie, Compareu wi\h 
D. illorl/a~', it ha~ a)wa.vI a mor6 rufous hut abOl'e, more (ulvet­
nent tint bl'ncath, the tail reathers ar~ broimer, tile win~s and tail 
are more dl,'inctly ~rked with rutous,.nd the tail is considerably 
longer. 

Tile long-tailed WrNI-Wfllbl€"r, lik.e the l~,.is 6prelld through 
India, but i~ only found in the more wooded' a'n.) jung:ly Ilistl iets. 
I bave killed it on lhe ~Inillbl~r Coast, on the Vindh:nn :'IJountain~ 

ano in Lo''Vcr Dcnglll; lIDO it lIas been 'proculed in C.·nunl Imlia, 
and Nepal. I ha~c very litlle doubt that tile nest !l.nd "g!!S describ­
ed in my Catalogue ullJer P. morna/a, belClngcJ to this I'Ipeeics. I 
found it in a lolV bush on the €"dgt! of a water-coul'!!c nmong &orne 

paddy Delils in MalnLnr. ncar Tli ('h'.Ior. Tile ne-t 'lVa~ deep, Clip­

Ihaped, onc siJe .. lightly raised where It wn!l fixed to the bush, 

made of gla~s, well 1V0\en \\ Ithout any lilling, :uvl contained four 
pale bl'je eggs ",ithout allY malh~. Some nest!, llo\\'c-\,t'r, in the 
:Mu~eum, Asi,ltic Society, mrukcd as of thi", ~pecie~, cUlre~p(jnd 

well wiLh the nest and (!gg~ of D 111,)1 n,/lIl8, as ul!scllbeu above. 

545. Drymoipus sylvaticus, JERDON. 

Prillia, ",purl JEUDON, Cat 120-ULYTH, Cat. j99-HoItSF., Cat. 
60S-Konda lotukunjiua, Tel. 

TOE JfJNGLE WREN-WARBLF:R, 

Delcr.-Abo\·e olive-brown j superciliary atl eak and beneath 

white, tinged throughout with yellowish; tail ohsoletely barred, 
with a n .. rrow 8ubterminal dark band, tipped with '" hite, except 
on the central tail-feathers. . 

Bill black; Ie!!" dark fleshy vellq,w; irides oran,l!e ~1.cngth 
6 lnches j wing 2T\ j tail 2irJ ;0 3 ; ' bill at hont 12 mill: ; tarslls L 
The bill is strong, as are the feet and legs. 

Thi8 81~ci('8 is only found in Southern India, in low jun~le in 
the Carnatic, in thm tree junKie on the Eastern Ghaut&, and in. 
tlie more open partl of the forest on the "lalabar Coast, ranging 
up the slopes of the Neilgherries to 4,000 feet. It is generally ill 
-..u flocke. ha.e a loud ,eit.erated note, and one il utuaUy perched 
Oil the very top of a bush or low tree, appar6Dtly &11.1 ,ROWel. 
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I found the nest in low jungle ncaf N ellore, made chieOy of gran, 
with a few roots and fibres, glcb\.iar, 13r~c, with a hole at. one side 
near the top. and the Cgf!9 \\~h;rc. "potted very thi~lf with ru!ty 
led, especially at the thick end. Nearly allied dpecies arc D. 
vali<ilJI. Blyth , from Ceylon, lind D. poIlJelm,u,. Tcmm., from Java 
(Suya DlytMi, Bonap.) 

546. Drymoipus neglectu8, JEROON. 

Prinia, opud .J£RDON, 2nd Snpp!. Cot" 121 bis-BLYTU, Cat. 
fIOI-HoR!iF. , Cllt. 509-D. syhnticu, opud BLYTll, J . A. S., 
XVJ. , 458-Tot-rUllgi, 11 in Ccntro.l [ndia 

'fHE s\1,La;u ' Vnl ,!\'-W ,U:llLEIt. 

Dt'~cr.-Plumagc greenish o~hy brO')wn. but with n decided tinge 
of rufous tllluUgllOut; beneath whitibh, st rongly tinged with ol h 'c 

(ulvQUB j tail very faintly barred. 
Bill dusLy abovc, fle.!.hy beneRth; legs din~y fleshy ; irides 

amber colour. Ll'llgeh IIcllrly G inches; wing ii ; tail 2j to 3 i 

bill at front T"'fJ j tarsus 11.· 
This species chiefly differ.!. from D. ,ylual,'cIU in its more rufes­

cent tinge throughout. I obtai ned my specimens from the Junglcs 
skirting the base of the Eastern Chauts IlDJ from the ViDdhi, n 
ral'Jgu nenr Mhow; IInfi 1\1r. BlJ th obsCI'vc<1 it ill 01'<'11 bushy 
ground ncnr t ree junt;lc, N. W. of Nidnnpore, in I>tmggling 
Rocks of a do.-cn 0 1' more. It has also bcen procun·J ill the 
N. \V. Pl'ovin{'cq , and it i" 'ri ckcll's specie'l, from Central 
India, J. A. S , 1818, p. 301, wnere he (lescribes the nest and 

eggs, which nrc Yery similar to that of ,ylmlit"u, the eggs being 
described as llcshy white, with patches rmd scratches ILS of dried 
blood, darker spots showing through the shell. " liS u.;\e," says 
M;. Blyth, .. \\ lUI a lon~ continued nnd rllpid r ep<' titinn of tho 
sound tlCit, tK'it. to 

Gen. SUTA, HoJC;:II. 

Syn. Decu"ul , 'Hodgs -Drymoica, para. Auet. 
C/la,·.-Bill stout and compressed; gape with strong debll 

bri!ltlea; taU of ten feathers, very long and mueh gr:lduatedi otbu# 

wile as in Dtymoip'''. 
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This is a mountain group of birds of rather larger size. and 

stouter form tban the lJrymcipi of the plains, with the tail very 
much lengthened. The plumf'ge is obscurely striatcd , Of fsther 
with lateral pale edges to the feathers 'IIlore Of'tJess developed, a.nd 
the frontal feath~r8 are inclined to be stiff. 

547. Suya criniger, HODGSON. 

~4.1L Res. XIX., 183-BLYTH, Cat. 79B-HoMs!!'., Cat. 504_ 
Trocbalopteron ? ADAMS, P. Z. S., 1858, p. 48G, No. 125-Suya, 
Nepal-Dang p,.hll·pho, Lcpch.-SMk-sllillik, Ohot. 

TH~~ BROWN :MOUNTAIN WnEN-WARDLER. 

Delcr.-A bove dusky olive-brown (with pale lateral margins to 
the feathers, often, howcver, entircly :.abraded), somewlutt darker on 

the cap, paler on the tail, which is faintly banded throughout, and 
, .. ith subterminal d usky spots and whitish tips; below rufcscent 
yeilow, shaded on the breast and flanks with brownish; lining of 
the wings huff. 

Bill dusky black; legs fleshy grey; irides pale brown. Length 
neally 8 inches; extent 7; wing 2~; tail 41; bill at front In; tarsus 
}t. The female is a little smaller. 

Thil'! bird is entirely confined to the Himalayas, from Cnsl1 mere 
to Sikbim. It is found umong low bushes and brushwood, chiefly, 
from a moderately low elevation up to 7,000 (cct, and upwo.rd~. It 
/leeks its food on the g~und, and li"es on various small insr>cts 
and larva:. I t makes a huge, luo~ely constructed nest of line grasR, 

the opening near the top a little at one SIde, and lays three or fo ur 
eggs of a fleshy white, with numerous rusty red small spots. tending 
to form a r ing at the lll.rge end. It is not common about Darjecling, 
but appears more so in the N. 'V. Hnnalayaa. Hutton says "It 
delights to sit on the summit of tal! grass, or even of an (lak tre~ 
from whence it pOut s forth a loud and long continued grating note, 
like the filing of a saw." 

548. Buy& fuliginosa, HODGSON. 

Deeurns fuliginosus, 80DG8., GRAY, ZooJ. Misc., and Cat. of 
BUd. of Nepal-HoasF., Cat.. 605. 
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THE DUSKY HII.L-WARBLER. 

This: species diffen {rom S cdtli(>~r. in having a morc robust 
bill which is entirely black, the feathers of the breast being dusley 
black , with rufe!lcent-white shafts ami tips. The le~ are also 
aborter. 

This species has only boon g~nt from Nepal; it is intermediate 

ro the last and the foUo" ing species: and, 3S the ncxbspecies. 
which is common about Darjecliug, is not included in Hodgson's 
list of Nepal hirdil. it is possil,ie that an imperfect specimen of 
aJf'ogllla,u was 80 named by Hodgson. 

049. Buya. a.trogularis, MOORE. 

P. Z. S., 1854-Hons.I-'., Cat. .)06-Pri,n-p'~o. Lepch.-Shik· 
'hillik, Bhot. 

1Jucr.-Above dusky olive-brown, 0\' d' isky brown, distinctly 
darker and cinereoull on the head and ne::k ; ('dge of wing at. the 
~houlder, and IInder-win~ ('0' erb buff; pi imaries margined with 
bumlih, Hnd secondaries with r\lfc~!"et\l bl own; a whitil'h streak 
extending from the u.1ge of the lower In lm!ihle to the end of, 
and undel', the cnr·covert~ ; chin, tlnoal, -jlles of neck and breai t, 

black; the fc.nhel" 0f the Lm .. r ccnu'Cli w~th white; the tlllilb 
and suJcs of IIbdomen mi:wd prey-brown and mfescent; vent 
olivaceou~ buff; thighs uufry rurou,,; t.lit paler than the back, 
withont perceptible terminal band; the fCJ.thms narrow. 

Bill IlOrny Lrown j Ic~s pale flc,hy brown; ilides yellow 
brown. Length 6, inches; wing 11 to 2; tail 4; lIiH at front 

-If; tl1CSUS I. 
This black-breasted Wl"en-'Varblcr IS not uncommon about 

Darjeeting, frequenting bru~h woocl, amOllfl; wh ich it generally 
conl'e lis itself, now and then com ing- ont, and, seated on tl:Ie top 
or wme shrub, uttering a hahh ~ratillg nOle. It make! 1t~ neet 
or fine gra:;5 anll withered stalk!, large. "cry loosely put to/-letber. 
globutat, with a hole near the top, anu IllYS three or four egg8, 
entirety dull Indian red color. It has been sent rrom Neplli u 
well as from Sikhim, and 1 lately proellred on the Kbasill 1Iill11. 

The next bird has been separated by Mr. Blyth as the type or 
llDother genus. 
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Gen. BURNESIA, Blyth. 

Bill very slender, rictal setor: minute and fine; tail ~radunte; 
legs long; plumage distinctly strcaked; ?f small size and dclicate 
fOlm; otherwise as in DrymoipuG. 

One species is found in India, and otheu apparently in Afri(!a. 

550. Burnesia lopiela, BLYTlI. 

Drymoiea, apud BLYTH, J. A. 5., XIII., 376; nnd XVI., 460 
-BLYTH, Cat. 807-HoRSF., Cat. 507-KIIIJ,r-plloOtll.i, II. at 
Monghyr-DooT, Sindh. 

THE STBF:AKED WREN-WARDLER. 

DeuT.-Gencral color light olive-grey above, each feather 
having a medial dusky streak, broader 011 those of the rrown 
and back; wings light dusky-brown; ;the feathcrs margined with 
olive-grey, and the mil througllout (listinetiy, but obsoletely, 
banded above with narrow trnnsvcrsc dll skyi~h lines, below pale, 
with whitish tip3 and a sub·terminal dusky band, or rather spot, on 
the inner web of eaeh feather; the under parts throughout arc 
greyish white; the lorcs, and a slight supcn:iliulIl, of the same hue, 

Bill pJumbcout abvYe, cal'lleous below; leg9 pale carncous­
yellow; irides light yellowi~h brown. I.eng~h!ii inches; wing 
Ii; extcnt 5t; tail 2i; tarsus i; bill ut frnnt ,. 

This streaked Warbler has hitherto becn ollly lound along the 
bauks of the Hooghly and th e InUllS. MI'. Ulyth fouud it ill the 
fonner locality, whcre says he, " It inllltbits low serub intermixed 
with tufts of coarse sedgy grass, growing in sandy places by the 
river aide, and it frequently flies out to feed among the thin 
herbage growing along the margin of the sand·dunes." I fouud 
it not rare in Tamarisk. scrub, on some lar~e chuml on the Ganges, 
at Monghyr. 

Dr. Gould, who observed it l.ear Kurruchee, says, " It frequents 
marshy bushes at tbe sea.siJe, in ::icinde; it is difficult to find and 
ahoot, for it runs amon~ the roots, anJ now and then it perches on 
a twig, and gives forth a wheezy feeble song. and then drops 
agUn into the thick.ets.." It i1J alto 6:;ured among the dra\vinga of 
Sir A. Bornes, who found it in the same locality &fl Dr. Gould. 
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It appears very similar to MallJTfU !lracilis, of Riippell; and 
M. c/aman8, RiippeU, mny hi! another specip-s of the same group. 

Mr. Blyth pointed out to me that it was very pOl!sibly this species 

noticed on the Indus by l.ieu t, Wood'" in tht month of July • 
• nE!l!tling on the half-drowned islands, hsnginj..( ils neatly COD­

structed little nest to the top of Il. fl exile {,,'1'IlS8 stalk, and 
rearing it9 young in security, where all is f)oodc~ beneath and 
around it. ' 

The next specie! bcloDb'1! to a djficrcnt type, and has been named 

Franklinia by Mr. Blyth, 

G OD .FRANKLTNIA, myth. 

Char.-Bill stout, comprcssed . UCf'P; culmen moderately curved 

towards :he til'; II in gs bhNt; t!.lil hroad. moderately lengthened. 
and graduated, of twelve f('uthcT@, ,,1Iill'.tipped; tarsi ani feet stout. 

This small ~roup, composed or OIlC Indian, and flerhupl!I one Afri· 
can species, 11118 much the hauih and makc of a small Afut'lcoctrCUI, 
or Clw.lal'Tll(za. 

551. Franklinia Buchanani, BLYTH. 

Prinia, apUlI BLYTH, .J. A. S., XIII., 376-P. rufifron!, 
Jr.BU~,)N, Cu. 121-ll1,Ylll, Cat. SOu-Pro brunnifrons, HODGSON. 

TnE HUFOUS-FUON TJ,:D WnEN-\YA1WL¥.R. 

Deur.-Forehcud und heuu pale ru fous j plumage above green­
ish ashy; beneath white; tail brown, all tht" festhcrs except the 

two central ones, broadly tenninated by white, more broaldy 
so on the .. utermost featbl'rs. 

Bill brown above, yellowish bent'nth; l c~s fleshy; irides pale 
orange buff. Length 5i inches; wing 21~li ; fuii 2T~ ; bill at front 
10 roil I. ; tarsus ?u. 

This little Wren· Warbler, of nil the grou p, has most of the 
C1anners of the Malo.cocerci. It is always in flocks or six, eight., 
or more, is wary, and flies before you from bush to bUl!h with a 
low chirping whistle. I have fOllnd it in low thorny jungle in the 

.. J onme} to the Source ollbe O.:lU'. p. 101. 




