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broW1t blotches aDd spots, 80lnCwhat thickly clustered at. abe larger 
end. It ill doubtful if it is also an inhabitant of China, as ita ume 
would imply. 

677. Dendrocitta frontalis. MCLELLAND. 

P. Z. S. 1839-D. altirostris, BLYTH, Cat. 465-HoBBF., Cat. 
8S1-Ila~hi-bon, Lepeh.-Kulio-ko, l;hot. 

THE BLACK 'DRQWt:D MAOrlJ· .. 

De8cr.-Forchead, top of head, car-coverts, throat and foreneck, 
deep black; wing~ and tail also black; wing·coverts (ex~pt 
thos{' of the primaries) pure a8h grey; the occiput, rest of 
the neck, brenst nnd belly, whiti~h grey; the Lack, scapu!aMl, 
upper and lower tail·coverts, vent and flanks, bright ferruginous Oc' 

chesnut; thc tibial fcathers mixed grey and rufous. 
Bill and feet bla.ck; iride~ brown red. Length 15 inches; wtrag 

5i ; tail 9i; bill at front J, i deep; tarSUiJ 1. 'fJJe hill is some
what shorter, and much deeper than in the other specics; the claws 
too are longer. 

This lfagpic is found only, in our province, in the South'('Iultern 
Himall)"IlS, in thc eaet of Nepal, and in Sikhim; it also oeCUl9 in 
At'~am, ,vilere the original IIpecimens were obtained. r found i~ 
nen Darjeeling at from 3,0(}0 to 5,000 fl'ct of elevntioll. It is 
'IOInewhat rare, though well known to the natives, and the 
Dhotia name, wllich i~ intended to represent the call, if! curiously 
:-.imilur to the call of the n. rll(lt, us syliabiu:d Ly Sun4evull. 
It lives both Oil fruit, :l.n~ on insects of various kinds. 

678. Dendrocitta leucogastra, GOUL!>. 

Tro.ns. Zool. Soc., vol. 1., p. 8!'l., pi. 12-BLYTH, Cat. 462-
HOBSF., Cat. 852-,TERlJON, Cut. 100. 

THE LoNG-TAILED M'AGl'IE. 

Delt'1'.-Foflehead, face, eun, sinciput, throat, neck, and brl"Ut, 
black; back of head and neck, white; winS' black, with a .... hite 
b.t in ,~ !Diddle, fonned by a band on t.h. primariet ; IcapuJIU'8, 
back, and rump, bright chesnut bay j upper tail-covertlJ whiti.h; 
w.il black, with the .. o outer feathers ~y grey, broadly tipped 



3i8 lUKUS OJ,' INPU. 

black, .. is the ha1f of tbe 5th pair, and we base or the 4th; belly 
whit.e; lower tail-covcl"'l.~ pale chellnut; bill short, nut '0 deep 

&II in the latt; tail very long. 
mil black; Jegs and fo..:1 dark plumbeous: iriJet blood red. 

Length 19 Inehel:!; wing ai ; tail 12; bill tit front 1 ; taraus lin-. 
'fhit long.tailed MO:Ipie, the hall ,isom('~t of the tribp,. is only 

found in lOme of the jllllgle3 of the Malauar Coast. I have seen 

it most abundant in the Wynaad; on the !lopes of the Neilghcrrie! 

up to 5,000 r~et tlnd upwards; 1I1so in Coorg nnd Tranncore. Those 
whieh I killed had eaten fruit oui)" It has a 10l\d call like others 

of the genua. 
Anotller sl'eeiell.lJ. ruJi9a, tro. has lately becn dcscribed by Gould 

from Southt·m Asia; lind lJ. flCcipitalis. Mull.. from Sumatra, 

ill reeortlcd in Honllpllrtc's COl\lIPCC'tllS, OthCllI of this family :uc 
Tcmitr. 'CantHl I , frolTl l\urn'wh, with t cn bit feathers, the central 

pail' cnlllrgeu at the tip, uTl!l )ome:whnt culled up as in the 
Drong\l~ j li lso a nelV ~ I)('c i ('~ (I f tl lt' ~:nIlC /!cnu~ found by my self in 
Hpper Pegu, Ttmio Cllcullot(l. G lmlc()l,iJ ie1tcoptm18, Pl. Co\. 265; 

(II. tnn/IUTU/! PI. Col. 337, bnth from MalncCllj tlnd G. atff'l'illlUl , 

Temm .• from Borneo, ut C uc:uly rclatl.'u. Ptiloltomu~, from 
Afnc:!, with two IIl'ceil'!, i ~ lcfencd hCf{' by r.rllY amI othl::t ~. 

Snb~fllm. Fm·:ntr,T YN., SW!linSOIl. 
SYIL. P~''r'lQCorat:i1/(t', GrtlJ. 
mu more or len len~th('n ('\I , slender and a.rched. slightly notched 

at the tip in some, anu bri~htly coloured ; narcs covered with 
dense siUry plume5 j wingl long and pointed; tail moderately 
long j tQui stout, a.mllnternl toes NtUR!. • 

TIlis lIub.family contain~ only tIII'o ~enera, both of which arc 
Europcan. bllt arc also found in the hi,!!'hcr Ilopes of the Hima

layas. In their habit! they c\o~ely resemble CroWl' .md Jackdaws, 
arc more or leu gregArious, and nidifit'..ato in rock", (lr on high 
buildings. Thcy nre Dearly related to the CroWl, into which 
they appear to grade, and should properly have fonowed them. 

GeD. FRECilLUM. Cuvier. 
Chtlf'.-Bill long, $Iender. arched, compressed; the tip entire; 

nostrils covered with setAceous plumes; wings long, somewhat 

poinkd; .th and 6th quil!s longest; tani strong. robust; tail square: 
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679. Fregilua Himal&yanus, GOULD. 

P. Z. S. 1861-F. graculus, apud BLYTH, Cat. 458-HoRBF., 
Cat. 822. 

THE HIMALAYAN CnouaH. 
De8C1'. -Black, finely glossed with purple and green; wings 

and tail black. 

Bill and feet coral red. L ength 15i inches; wing 121 ; WI 
6f; tarsus 21; bill at front 2i. 

It difFers from the European specics in its larger size and longer 
bill. It is found on the Himalayas in flocks, ncar the IIDOWS; 

some of them migtating, (with the Jackdaws) to the plains of the 
Punjab in winter. Its call is rough and harsh. Adams found it 
on the mountains of C!lShmerc; and it has olso been sent from 
Nepal. Its wild excited flight, and still wilder cry, says Adams, 
attract the sportsman's attention. 

Gen. PYRUUOCORAX, ViciJIot. 

Cllar.-Bill moderate or rother short, stronger tllan in Fregiiu" 
and less curved, subulate; the tip of the upper mandible toothetJ ; 
feet robust; claws strong, well curved. 

This genus, with 61a.ucopi/J and those very peculiar New Zealand 
birds, Creadi01I ami N tfmlO1·"ha, once referred v.v Bonaparte to 
this sub·family, arc now leparatctJ by him Il9 a distinct group of 
his Ctlrvi"o8tre8, leading to the Crows. 

680. Pyrrhocorax aIpinU8. VIEILLOT. 

Corvus pyrrhocorax, LINN.-GO UI, D, lEnl .. of Europe, pl. 218 

-BLYTH, Cnt. 457- HonsF., Cat. 823. 

TUB ALPINE CnOUOH. 

Dt,cr.-Brilliant biack with iridescent tints; wings long, nearJy 
reaching to the end of the w.iI. 

Dill yellow; legs bright red. Length 16i inches; wing 11;1-; 
tail 7; bill at (ront If i tareul Ii· 

The Alpine (''bough ia found in the higher rangel o( tile 
Himalayu. It livea in flock .. feoda on vario,"" truiu, etPeciaUy 
OD the mulberry; ad jt breeds in holea in rock.. In Kurope it 



BlaD~ or IlIVb. 

iI found on the Alps and ApenninCll; and it is noted by Powys 

... a curious, fearless, ehatY.lTinS bird: 
. One aDied species, Frtgill!1 Il'1l.t:opterm, Vigors and Horefield, 

is found in An~lralilt, since separated genericaBy ag Corcoraz. 
l~eI Pllnden, a remarkable bird of Northcrn Asia, is placed 

by Bonaparte in this sub-family, but by Gray in his Garrulind!, and 
it appears to have decided allinities or analogies for the Timaii1ltz. 

The only Bub-family of Cun:idl1!, not lcpfesented in India, is the 
STBEI'ERIN£ or Piping Crows, from New H ollulld, New Guinea, 

and adjacent islands, Their bill is straight, long, compressed, 
hroadish at base and advancing on the. fOi'!llCad ; the tip som'etimes 

notched, and the no~tril~ IIrc linear, quite e-xposcd, pierced in the 

bill. Thcy arc noisy bird~. with lively manners and omnivorous 

babi"". Hy tiLeir bill thcy appear to lead the way to the next 
family, the StU1'lltntf' j and, IH. til(! .illtne tim!2', somc of them have 

the habits of till' Silrikes, Wlll).'<e place' indcerl, they partly take 

in Australia; mo~t of tlu!1lI lin' ('vhIlIfCd black, or bl::tck anu white_ 

Fnm. ~TUIlNTOA-:, 8tnr1iDg~, 

BiIl8tral~ht, or 'l'ry s\i~ht\y ('une,\, lont!i~h . ('ompreescd lubu
latc, urten nnguluted at Iii .. base, ~Iightly llOtc\H.:d at the til' Of entire; 

wings Ions, Tatl,cr I,oinlcd; tllil moderate or shurt; Illrsi nont, 
moderate ; Internl toes auout equal. 

The Starlings nrc, typ ll·lIll,\'. birds of molielate ~ize. with 8trai~ht 

pointeJ biU~. generally di\idillt! the feuthet s Ilt the bn-c of the blJ~ 

which Ild~lln{'e to the 1l 0striJ ~ on each side, They 118\'C long pointed 
wings, fly well, nud mostly wnlk on the ground. likc Crows, whieb 

they much resemble in hlluit~, lx!ing often grt'j!lu;ons, and feed~ 
alike on gtain, fruit, and insecTs, They nidifi~ate in holes of 
trees or in build ings. a few eOlllStrueting large nesU in tl'gea. in 
captivity thcy arc docile and intclligent. and can be taught to 
imitate the human voice well. In mOllt there is little or no difl'er
ence between the sexes. 

They are divided into SJurllinre, $t(U'lings and Mynas; La",.. 
protorniltd!, glossy Mynas. or Grukles; lJtlpMgi.rue, Ox-peekers; 
(cu',cGli~, Boat-tails; Icterin., Hang-nestl; and .d.!leIIIiIUI. 
Mai.tera. 'fhe first three are peculiar to the Olci World; tile 'an: 
t.hree to America. . 



The Starlings may be said to grade from the Crows througb the 
AUltnlian Piping-crowlI, some of which muc:h resemble large Star
liltv. On the other side they pass into I·he Finches, through to . 
aborter-hiDed .4gelainfl!, or Maizers of America. lIuch as Dolickony. 
uWo~e~ . 

Sub-fam, STURNIN..E. 

Bill moderately long, compressed, straight, or .lightly curved, 
entire in most; commissure usually angulated, or bent down 
towards the base; flOntai plumes 80ft, den1!e, covering the hue of 
the bill, which ill prolonged backwards between the plumes; winge 
with the 2nd primary usually longc:lt; the tail short, even, or slightly 
rounded; tarsus modelalely long, stout. 

This family comprises the Starlings of the Old Continent, a,nd the 
Mynas of India, a group considefll.bly developed throughout the 
Indian region. They are aU more or le~s famIliar, sprightly in their 
habits, loquacious, and easily domesticated. 

The first group is that of the true Starlings, which ar~ limited in 
number, and comprise two forms, the one thstinguisbed by its 
nearly black color, and the otber by its pied plumage, combined 
will: some slight details of structure. 

The typical Starling- are It very limited group, comp' ising ooly 
two species, one of which has but lately been discriminated. and 
is not very satisfactorily distinct. Doth the European species occur 
in India, Northern Africa, and Western Asia. 

Gen. STURN US, Linnreus. 

Cha1'.-Bill long, straight, tmbulatc, slightly depressed at the 
base; the culmen convex; tip obtuse, barely deflected; n08tril, 
baa!)I, partly closed by !) vaulted membrane; winge with ht quill 
minute; tail even. short; tar$US moderately long; lateral toe8 
... ly equal; hind toe loog. 

681. Sturnus vulgaris, LINNAOUS. 

GOIlL~ Birds 01 Europe. pI. 21O-BLYTH, Cat. 580--HORlF., 
CM. 8CJO.-S. indico" HODGSON-S. 'pleodeDs, TDlX.-Ttlia
......, ~.-f'Ior~1 at Ghueepore-Nwm-ub'o, lit AJU-
Tilgiri, in Cuhmtre. , , , 



T,u (~)I(KON SrAR!.ING. 

Ducr.-Glouy plack. with" paid whiti~h or brownish tip to 
:&eh feather, gil'iog the bIrd II pretty speckled appearance ; all the 

elo~ing fendlera long .. ntlla'1ceolate. I)\ " cry old aird~ t'he speck. 

are l aid \0 disappear altogether, or neat ly BO. The young Lird ia 
d,J1l brown. 

Bill brown at fint, (or several moults, finaily becoming rich 

yellow; lcgl yellow; iri91!S brolvo. Lf'n;.:th abo ut 9 inches ; wing 
6; tail a i bill at front throllg h thc fl'a tl l c~, 1i; lal'SIlS 11. The 

clothing feathers become lon;.;er ami InOie poillted at each moult. 

The common Slarling ill found. oliling the cold \\'cather only, 

in the Yorth·western Pro\'i nce! of Bengal, u low down as 
Monghyr, South of t he Gun;.;c'i, unt! perhnps still lo.ver; and as 

rar u Purnelh, at len ~t on the NonJl bank of dIe Ganges. It is, 
bowever, milch more common fllrt :ler:o the NOflh'\H~~t, and I hIve 

Mver leen it out or the nllcy of the Gant:cs. It 1l!30cia:es in 
large Bocks. feeding oolh on gUln, I.nd on insects among cattle, 

... ocia.tinK with the common and Bank :\lyutlS, and rcosting 

00 high reeds at night. Theobal.1 found it h i ceding in Cttihmere, 
in hole. of bridges, of tall trees, &c.; the eggs pale clear blui5h~ 
green. 

682. Sturnus unicolor, MARMORA. 

GOULb, Birds of Europe, £II. 211-BLY ru, C3.t . .581. 

TIn:: GLO~SY llLACK STARI. INO. 

Dt-,cr.-Glossy bluck. never ltndng any white specks to the 
feathers; the clothing feathers loti!! marc cI(Jn~3fed than in the 

common Starling. Length 0i inches j wing.5; i tail If ; bill at 
(ront 1. 

Thi. Starling. (found in the South of Europe; ~rti'!uIlrlJ' in 
Sardinia. in Atrica, and Western Asi:l,) is uid by Ad,una to be 
common in Sindh, the Punjub. and in Cuhmere, and to build in 
holel of decayed trees. It is possible that Theobald may hive 
beeD referring to tlli! Ipecies, when he de~rli.be8 tht> breeding oC 
Lhe former bird, but Adm, .aya ~ &. tI .. (gcuU it alto commOll 
in Cuhmere. 



........... 
Gen. SroJUfOP.ttTO:a,)IodgwOD. 

Syn. P.aritt., Cabania. 

Cllor.-BiIi ncarly straight., Illig1ltly curving. more 80 than ia 
&""111". deftexed at the tip. more dt-pressed thl1ll. in Sturn",. and 
stronger; bue of the bilt·plumed to the nostrils, hut ascending 
in the middle; orbits bll.l·(l; wings shorter; tarsus ~nd toea atrong. 

This genus chiefly diff~rs from Slum'f' by its bare orbit.a and 
pied plum!lge; and, as iu name implies, if a sort of liok between 
the true titallings lIod :\lyoa8. 

683. Stornopastor contra, LINN"",U'. 
Sturnu" spud LJ~N",,·us-Jl<.nDoN. Cat. le2-BLTTB', Cat. 

'79-HoRSF" Cat. BOl-!:.oWAIWS, Birda, pI. 187-8. capen.m. 
LINN,-P. jalla, tIORSF.?-Ablcrk m(/i"~1 H.-A.Mda gol4liJ, 
Beog., all>O Guia·/t9gra,- ~nda gurillka. Tel. 

TUE Pn.D STARLING. 

Drlcr.-Helld, neck, and upper part of breast, glony blackj 
ear-coverts \I hite, c;\tendlllg in a narrow line to the nope; back, 

wings, and toil, bJIICk, slightly glo~l'e{l ; upper tnil eoverls white, 
all also an oblique bul 011 the wing, caused by the lesser eoveru and 
outer potlion nf tbe S<.llpUJ.!I~; bcncvlh, from the breast, white, 
tinged with I cddi~h·u .. h; ullder tnil·coverts pure white. The young 
bird is more brown !111m black, ond the culon are Jells deBned. 

Bill red at the base, yt'l!olV at the tip; legs yelluwish; iridet 

brown; nude ~kin and ollllts orange yellow. Length 9 inch"; 
wing 41; tail 2f; bill at front Ii; torsus li. 

TIle Ablak"a is (ound thrOIl!!ho'lt II con~iderable part of India, 
but absent in ti,e South and South-west. It is found throughout 
BeDgal up to the foot of the Himalayas, extending as far u 
Allahabnd at all events; tow aIds t/U! South it is found nil along the 
Norlhem Circars to ncur ldasulipacam. tbence inland to Hyderabad, 

but no further South nor West. except perhllplI a .traggler here and 
there; thenca it ill ("und in KlIgpllle ~pllringly, more abun«!llDtJ,. at 
Saup:or, arid through Bundcllr.und to _A.lIlihabad. It i. unlr.notm in 
the W CIt Co:l8t, ia the lJeC!can, and at Mhow in Central Indi.. 40-

cordiDg to Philippa u i. found...Jao in the Upper ProvmC61 of Iadia. 



1I1B08 OJ' bfoJA. 

The Pied Starling il more abundant in the Nonhero ciroad 
than anywhere elle whlolre I bave leen h . It. here UIIOfIiM.eI 
in v .. ~ ioclr:! of many hundred .. , feeding among tattie. In genaal. 

it laon1, found in sm ,l iI partieI'. It feeds like the others on grain 
fruit. and insect!. h is a familiar bird, fet-diog close kt 

houte&, and breeding on trees near hou~es, sometimes, as at Sangar, 
in the midst of the town; though as ~Ir. Blyth says, "it doe! Dot 
nntUTe into ~hc Ilreet! in Calcutta.." It makes a large n P-lt of 
.ticks, gra~sc~, :md feathers, usually about 8 or 10 feet from the 

ground, and laY' three or fo ur eggs of a clear greenish blue. It 
breeds from April to J une or .1uly, according to the locality. 
It. i. very often taken young and ca.ged; has a ph"asant song, and 

i. Do grut imitator of other birds. 
'ryder ol'~en'eu a caged IIpccimen of a uniform blAek colour 

which he beli'.!\'ell to be n di~l l :c t mce, and name-l St. MaoMi, but 
Mr. Blyth, I kIlOW, Ilid nOI comidcr it distinct. Bitdl from 
A~~am, Burmah, and the eastwards generally, differ s1igh:ly from 
lndian birds by a di~lin l· t \\ hire .uper(.ilium, and some streaks 

of ",hile on the forehead; tIllS r,lce JlllS been named S. ,U~ 
eiliari,. BIyt!r • . 1 A. S . Hi6:\' It hO'l!'C\'cr should be comrared 
with Plutor ;alla of til l! j\[~layan rep:ion. Paltor tric:aIIJl , lIuu f. 
(mt/aMp!era, Dandin}, from Java; P. !tlflp"rtdil , WIl.)!ler. from 
China, an.l, perhaps, Sfllrml' C!ll~'actlu, Tcmm., {rom Japan , 
belong to this genu,. 1'. ttml'0mli" like S. contra, build~ a large 
round nest on high frel'·; and the J apanese bird is aberrant, 
grading townrdJ TC>I\~llIrhJ/' 

'Ve next coml' t<I the trtll' j\f \' na ~, which have a rather ahorter 

bill, sli;.thtly curved on t-he ~ Illmcn, anrl a dull or slightly glos.ed 
plul1'lngo. TIle fint ~ro1rp cornpri~es the typical Mynae, a (onn 
perulillJ'ly characteristic of the IndiRn province. They are bird, of 

l omcwhat manive form and dull Illu mltge, and feed chiefly OD the 
ground, of Len associating with cattle. They prefer insect food, but 

will also eat grail'! and. ind .. ed, are almost:i~ omnivorous al the Crow~ 

Gen. ACRIOOTHER~:S, Vicillot. 
Syn. Graeula, euvier. 
Cltar._BiU rather short, stout, eomprt'ased; culmen pd.t 

curviAc and deftec\ed; gonya .lightly .Iopillg up-wua; QOCQI 



-ai.aoR conceakd by the frontal. plumes, whioh ~xtoDd abon 
them their .. bole length; tail rounded; tarsus atout ; feet. 'troD«; 
toea lengthened; tbe laterals nearly equal; claws moderaMly 
ovved. The head is more 01' less created, and lOme of Uwa 
have a naked llpace behind and under the eye. 

684. Acridotheres tristis, LINN"'US. 

Paradisea, spud LINN..EUs-BLYTH, Cat. ~74-HoB8P'J Cat. 806 
_Pastor, spud SYKkS, Cat. 113, and JERDON, Cat. 163-Gracula 
gryllivora, DAUDIN-Maina tristoides, HODo8.-Maina, H.-Dui
maina, also in the north-Salik, Bengal, and BAat-,nliJc-Bemni, 
or Sa.loo, in Chota Nagpore-&lonka, Maur.-Gorwant41'd, Can. 
-Gomnka or GorinLa. Tel. 

TlIE COMMON M TN A. 

LJe,c,..-The whole head, with moderate occipital cr68~ neck, 
ed brellst, glossy black j the rcst of the plumage q\laker or anuft' 
brown, - darkest on the hack and wing-coverts, and lightest beneath i 

primaries black with a white spot at their base, forming a con.pi
cuou, wing·spot; tail bluck with /I white tip, 8uccessivt'ly broader 
from the centre pair; lower alJdomen, vent, and under tail·coverta 

. white. 
Bill and orbita deep yellow; legs dull yellow; irides red brown 

with white specks. Length about 10 ill(lhflS; wing 5,; tail 3t; 
bill at front i; tarsU!l If. 

Some specimen!l are much darker colored than others, and 
those from Ceylon appear to he alway!! darker. 

The common Myna is found throughout India, extending into 
Assam and Bunnah. It i!l one of the commonest bird. in the 
country, affecting towns, villages, and the neighbourhood of man 
rather than the jungles. It roosts, generally in large unmbel'll, 
in lOme particular tree in a ,iIlage or cantonment, and. morning 
and ellening. keep. up • noi.ly chattering conccrt. Soon at .... 
IUnn.e the him. disperse, and in partiee o( two, (our, .ix or 
more, wing their way in different directiona, to their variou. 
feedi.llg grounds. Some remain ~bout villagee and cantonmen:a, 

• .... ,....,..., It..-'' _ trWIJI." ... GDioIW' 01 ....... '·' D. 



ara'" OP l)fOli.. 

looking out, .like the Crows, for any frogmen" of cooked 
rioe that may be thrown G'l t by the side of a bouse, or eyeD. 

col'llmg into a verandah (or thdt 1,urpose i other!! attend fioek. of 
cattle, which they follow while g l'azing. pick-in,!!: up the gran

hopper. oi.turbed by Ihei r feet; while some hU"It for grain o~ 
fruit. The Myna walkt well. nodd ing bis hello at each ucp.. 
and Ilop, occasionaUy. Its flight is st run~. direct, and tole rably 

quiek. I t ha! a great \"ariety of note~ . some of them pleuing 
&lid musical, others haull; .ome ha\'e a resonAIl\ metallic aound. 
One of its notes h,. been sy llilbized Il.S praiJ:lt, prarkli. ; llnother, 

wben fiying, at tUlU, tu:tt, 

The Myna i, a household bird, breeding almost (>xclusively in 

nook. and eavCl of house.", under the rocrs, in hole.! in wall!. or 

in pub hUllg out for that purpose by the Mtivcs. Mr Smith, in 
hi, Notp.t, saya: ,· It hilS Bcv(!lalll\ouus during the year." 1 have 

DOt, howevcr, fOllnd thii to be tht· casc in genen~l. H utton sayl 
that at MU5sooree, where It i~ a summer vibi t .. nl, It breeds in holes 
in trees; Layard n ,y, the !tLme of it in Ceyloll; and o.oubt leu 

many do 10 also in llcn~ul. IlDIi in other pal l! or I ndia. T he eggl 
Ill., four or fj"e in nUIll1,el, pille blllj~h gleen. 

The Myna is "ery c01l11110nly cllg-cd and domesticated and 

»rcolnes very lam., ano fUlUiliar, often folloll mg its master about 
the hou~c like a dog. It I ~ a ;.!Ilod I1nilJ.lur, and Soon learl:' to 
pick up \'I'"ords and scllh:IICes. It is lIucted to Rum D(u, on wholo 
hand it , iLl. 

Thi, bird was introduccd into thr Mlluritius from India. to 

delLrOY tho grasshoppers, Ilnd is perfectly naturalized tbere. 

685. Acridotheres ginginianUB. L.TH .... 
TUrdu8. apud LnRHI-nLVTR. eftt. 57';-HonsF., ('at. 807-

P utor gregicolu" HnOO$._ p. Mahr.lttensis, apud RnYL,£._ 

Gat>ga InQ;'", H - G""9 III lil.:. or Ra~~ , al"', Beng.- Bardi-rnaill", 
in Nepal-LQli, Sindh-Gilgi/a or the Upper PrO'l'"illCe!. 

THE BANB;.MTNA. 

~.~.-Heao, with rather short occipital crest, lor~ eir-c.ontU, 
and nape, glOily black ; the teat ot the plu,mage dull" cDereoo. « 



idyibJa-ck,.p.rmg beneath; wings bl~. with the willl!-4pOtfetn~ 
,rinoul; tail black, tipped dull ferruginous; middle of abdomeo., 
of vent, and the under tail·co\'er1!, pille ferruginous. The fronw 
feathers are slightly erectile, and tho .. e on the sidetl of the head, are 

qireeted towdrds the medhn line. 
,Bill red, yellow at the tip; nude eye Ipot reddish; feet dull 

yellow. Lengtb 8t inches; willg 5; tailSi; tanus Ii; bill at 
front nearly .g. 

The Bank Myna. is found throu1!hout Bengal, tllc Upper Provin. 
ces. and Sind h, cldending into Ccntrnl India AS rar as the Nel'budda 
and the }.tahanuddy. I ~ot it at MholV alld Saugor, though rare, 
and on the banks of th e NCl bu,llln. It ill also found in the lower 
Himalayas, extendin~, it w(lulJ "ppc(l.r, into Affghallistan, lUI Hors
fi eld h:!! onc ~pccilncn from GlilIith. silltcd to bc from Cilndahat, 
bU;t it is possiule thclc may ue some misluke about this, especially 
B3 Adams lm.\S that it is not lound ill the Punjub, nor in the Hima. 
layas. It 1I1so cxtends in to A~sam and Burln ah. It certainly doe. 
not occur in Southern India, notwidlstllnding its specific name 
taken from Gingi, south of .Mudras. It i~ especially abundant in 
the Gan;::ctic pro,·in,·es, not occUiring. says Mr. llIyth, so low 
down the B ooghly as Calcutta, but abounds as soon a! the banks 
of the rivcr become of sufficient height for ~t to burrow in with 
tolerable security. It ha~ the usual habits of the group, feeding 
much with cattle. nnd partnking alike of insectl::, grain, and fruit. 
It breeds in holes in river banb. usually in large societics; .1'0 in 
boles in w~llg., as I saw commonly at Ghazeepore ond neighbour. 
ing couDtry; and lays, according to Theobald, as many as &even 
or eight eggs of the usual grecnish blue colour. 

'fh~ next bird has the samc bulky form, but no naked .pace on 
the face, and the frontal feathers form 1& short, erect, narroW' CJelt. 

686. Acridotberes fnscus, W AGLEB. 

Pastor,lI.i'ud WAGLER-JEROON. Cat. IM-HuRS,.., Cat. 810 
-Po Ma4rattentls, SYXES, Cat. 114-A. griseul, apud BLYTH', 

Cat. 517-11.i».. cristateUoides, HOl>Os.-Gracula cri.w.ella, 

apud .StntD~V.f.U-Puhari ~"IQ. H.-J/wnti maiAa, H. in 
BeAp! J""'I .. ljA; Beag. 



aso BlaDe O.r lJII)u.. 

D .... ---The whole l!.ead. .mall lronw ereat, and ear-eQ"'~ 
• glouy blac1r:; ihe upper plumogtt fuscous black, or blaek.i~h brown. 
with. "inous u,lge; prim.de, black, with II. white spot near !.heir 
bue; tail a40 bl3Ck, '"b itc~tipped. most i:>r()lLdly on the Outef 
feathefs; beneath, the thra:\( Ilnd brclllIt dull elnereous blackUh; 
abdomen reddish eincreous, paling in the centre, whitish on the 
"'cnt, and th" under tail-covern pure white; the secondaries .re 
glossed with bron%e toward, their end. 

Bill orange yellow; irides greyish white in the Soum of India, 

yellow in the Korth; legs yellow. Length 91 inches; wing 5 ;. 

tail 3 i hili at frontrl! i tllrBIU! I l{l" 
'fhil Myna takes the place of the last in hilly and jungly districts 

throughout India. I have found it on the Neilgberriea, in the 
Wynnd, in partl of MYEore bordering on the GhAts, and a10ng 
the cree! of the Western (jhli.u, also in Borne of the jungles o( 
CenITallndia aod Rundclkund. It is u,lso found in Nepal, the 
more jun~l'y part!! or lower Bengal, Assam, aud Burmah. 

h is very remarkable that this species should have grey eyes 
in thl! South and yellow one9 in the North, but lIut.h is certainly 
the case. At one time I thought that there must be t"'"O distinct 
spooies, but 8pecimen, from bOlh localities are L.rely distiu· 
gui.hable from each other. Those from the south of India have 
the color of the upper surfaoe, perhaps .omewhat lighter and 
more blo ..... n thin in ! pecimens from Bengal, ILlld ale ::. trifle 
8m.lIer. Theee differencCI, with the fact of the eye being white 
insLelld !,If yellow. pcrhllp' should cUlilotitUtA:\ this. distinct s~iea 
Ul" race, in which case it wouhl bellI Sykci nlllnc, MalaraUelui". 

This bird hIlS rumost the Illme habita as the common Myna, 
likoit (lhen attending' catlle, hut also frequently 8cen in gardens, u 

at Ootacamund, eating seeds and fruit of vl&rious kiuda; and i~ i. 
'\ ory of ton seen clini!ing to the tall stem or tl.e large I..oIHli4 10 
common on the Ncilgh..:rry hills, {ceding on the small m.ecb 
(bugs chiefly) th.t infest the ca~ulel'l of that plant. It is mOlt 

abundant. on the Ncilgherries, whero it u • permanent reaiden&, 
breeding in holes in tree. , making .. large :oelt of Qloas and 
fe.then. and. Jaying three to 'five eggs of a pJIe greeo.ish-bluc 

'colour. From .... h.t Hodgson ~~ysit il prob.blyallo. ~ 
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resident in Nepal, where, he '!Qys I perpetual1y aaaooWiDg wUh 
.1. ~ri,tu, every large flock of which has many individuals of tb.ia 
bird among them.' At UU8soorce, Hutton sllys that it is only II. 

sumMcr visitant. breeding in holes in trees there. He further sllyll, 
.. it does not avpcll:r to visit Simla, bU$ is to be found in some of 
the vaUeys below it to the south i when the young are hatched 
they betake themselves to the Dhoon in J,lly." Captain Tyt.ler says 
that at Dacca this bird builds in the old temples and hoWles about 
the Sepoys' huts. 

A. cmlQuU«s of China is nearly allied to this bird, &8 is 
A.jaIXl1fU:w, Cabanis, of Java., (gri8etu.apud Horsfield). The 
former is 8aid by Swinhoc to breed' in holes of tree8 in general. 
but sometimes to make a large oval neBt on high trees. 

The next birds difler from the previoUll group in their emaller 
size, less massive form, lighter and more elegant plumage. more 

uboreal habits, and more or leS] grey plumage. 

Gen. TEMENUCHus, Cabani,. 
8yn. Stumia, Les8on-Iletero1'1lis, Gray. 

Char.-Bill short. compres!ed, less stout than in A cridotheru, 
barely deftected at the tip, often parti-coloured; wings moderate. 
1,t and 2nd primaries sub-equal; tail nearly even; tanus sbort; 
lateral toes slightly unequal; claw! more curved. Head UluaUy 
crested. 

Thill genus comprises several nearly allied 'pecic. from India 
lind Burmah. The first noticed differs from all the others in the 
black head, and it is, at the ~ame time, more terrestrial in ita habits. 

687. Temenuchus pagodarum, G"ELIN. 
Turdus, apud GHELIN-JERDON, Cat. 165-SYKES, Cat. 116-

BLYTH., Cat. 588-HoRS'., Cat. B03-Pastor nigrieepII, also Main. 
sylvClItris, HODG80N-Popoya maiM, H., vulgo Bamulli maina
PuJaaia., B. in the Upper Province~.-Monghyr p_un., Beng.-PabiYIJ 
pa1Di. at Muttra-Papata gorinRi, TeL-Papcta paMJd, ako llotDan
ati, Tam..-Brahmi.y Myna of the English. 

THE BUCI-BUD,.D Mr .... 
Ducl".-Head and loag pendent crett black; body above grey; 

bene&Lb and e.N~OVetUI bright fulvo~ b~ wit.h lOGIc meAal 

•• 
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pale Itreab; wing. blackish, with a white edge Dear the shoulder; 

tail dull bl·lck:. 
Bill Llue at th.e ba~o, Ihcll !!reeni~h , ycJl,)w at dl t' tip . irideil 

greenish white; leg~ brj ,~ h t yellow Lcngdl '5, inebe!l; wing "/'If; 
gilS; bill at front {t ; U~T!l1I8 l~'IJ' 

The Brahminy Myna is found more or less throughout all Indi., 
but much more abundant in ~ome localities than in other.. I t is 
moet numerous in the Camati<" as about Madra. ADd Trichinopoly, 
and io the Southern portion of the Norlhern Circars ; rare on the 
Malabar Cout, only seen ill the Deccan o.t the end of the cold 
weather IInu a euual visitant in lo~'eT Bengal at the same time. 
It is fo~nd in tho lower reg ion~ of N(>p~, in Cashmere, and also 
in the lesser ranges of Ca!hmcre, and, it is stated, more or leu 
throughout the North-western Provinces, though only for II. short 
time. Dr. Adams, however, wJHl saw it in Cashmere, say. thllt 

he never saw it on the pillin'i if' til" KOl'th-we$tern Province.. It 
oecun abo, though rarely, in A~sam, and Arraenn, and, in Ceylon, 
oKl1y toward! the North . 

• At Madras it feeds chiefly on thc ground, among cattle, in 
company with . t cridoO..n'U trutis, picking up gra8/lhcppel'l and 
othcr insecta. It al~o (ccJ~ on trel!S un "ariOliS fruitll, berrie!, 
and flower-blld~. and oec3~ i ollally insects, Adams say' tbat :n 
Cuhmere, it fecd~ on tho !leeds 11I!!1 buds of Pines. When 
the silk cotton tree come! int" bloom, ill always to be found 
leeding on the insects Lhat harbour ill the Howers. 1 observed 
this at JalnR, and myth remarked the same at Calcutta. At 
Madra~, it breells ubom l ar~e buil(lillg~, pagodas, houses, &c., and 
lays three or four grecnish-blu(> egg:3. i\Jr. Philipps records it as 
building in holes of troes. It has 0 "ariNY of caUs, and a. rather 
pleasing song. It i~ frequently caged II.nd domcllticated, i! docile 
ADd hardy, and will imitato any other bird placed ncar it. Liko 
tbe olhen of its tribe, it is lively in its mannen and aebout, aDd 
has a .lead, swift ilight. 

688. Temenuchua malabaricua, G"ELni. 
Turonl, apud GXEL1N-BLTTB, Cat. 581-HoUF., Cat. 80'

Putol' dnueua. apud JEttDON, luh. No. 166-JEBDO!J, tad 
SuppL Cat. 166. b~P. canicepa, P. Blythii, and Maina ~ 



BOJ)G80N-P. pagodarum. female, apud W A.GLER ud MoLu.L4WD 
-Pm, H. and Dtn-patDi, Beng,. Pali ptllila. Tel. 

THE GREY-H~,ADED MYNA.. 

Deacr.-Upper parts grey; the forehead and throat ",hiWh, the 
feathers being centred white, and the former, occuionaUy, pUft: 
white; entire under parts, from the foreneek. ferruginoul bu1F(lIOme 
of the featheuof the breast also centred with whitish). deep coloured 
in old males, faint in young and in females; quills black; the inner 

web deep brown; the primaries slightly glossed and faintly tipped 
with grey; the middle tail feathers grey. the reet dUBky, IUCce8~ 
sively 1D0re broadly tipped with deep ferruginous. The colola fade 
much by abrasion, and become more nearly uniform. 

Bill blue at the base, greenish in the middle, and yellow ~ the 
tip; irides greyish white; legs dull y",Uow. Length 7. inche.e; 
wing 4; tail 2! ; billll.t front T'b; tarsus ]. 

The young birds are neatly all grey. lighter beneath, and with 
rufous tips to the outer tail-fclI.thers, 

The Grey-headed Myua is foulld throughout India, butlOmewb&t 
10caUy distributed. It is most common in the North of Intiia, 
in lower Bengal, extending to the Upper Provinces and Central 
Indill, blu in smaller numbers. In the South of India, it is only 
a cold weather visitant. Jt extends to .hsam. and TeolLNt'rirn. 

It leeds chiefly on tree~, on vuriolls (wit lind leeds, alto on 
in-ccts, and lives in small fl ocKs ; iJa", the usual chll.ttenng not« of 
the Mynll.:l, and a pleasant song. Tytler saYI that they build. in 
the bullows of trees, 

689. Temenuchus Blythii, JORDON. 

Pastor. apud JERDON, 2nd Suppl. Cat. 166-P, MaJabaricua, 
apud J"IWON. Cat. 166-JERDoN. Ill, Ind. Oro., pI. 22-BLYTB, 
Cat. M6-HoRSF., Cat. 805-

'li:IE WHITt/;-fIIU.DED MYNA. 

DtJlcr.-Whol" hellrl ",ith long crest, neck, throat. and bre&6t, 
lilky-white; back anu ,cl<pullil'S grey; lieU,. and under tail-tovettl 
deep PliOUl ; wing.oove.ru aDd outer .... eb of mon of the qulllt, ~ 



SlIt amnII or IlmlA. 

.u &be tertWiet also grey i t)uills bIsek, grey tipped; central tail· 
fcathen dark grey, blackish at the hue, the outer feathen deep 
ferruginous brown, auaty to'IVllrcb tbe ballc. 

Bill blue at bide, green:.h in centre, y~llow at the tip; irides 
greyish 'White; legs TI'Jdish yellow; .claws pale yellow. Length 
81 inches; wing 4ln ; tail a; bill at front h ; tarsus I. 

This pretty Myna ill only found in the Malabar forests, both Dcaf 
the level of the sca, and ~p to a level of 2,000 feet or 80 in the 
Wynu.ad and the slopes of the Gh1l.ts. I t is found from theextremo 
BOUth of the Malabar coast to 'lbout North Lat. 15& or 16", It 
is entirely arboreal, living in small flocks, and keeping to the tops 
of high trees, fceding on various in!ccts and Iarvl(", small shells 
(Bulillli), and occasionally on fruit. Its usual cry is neither so loud 
nor so harsh as tha.t of the Mynas in genNal, nuJ. j, has Il very 
pleasing Bong. Its nails ate well curved, and it climbs about 
the trunk and branches of kees with great facili~y. It is sai,J 
to niuifica1c in holes of trces. 

Other specics of Ttmenudwt from neighbouring ('ountries nrc 

T. erythropygia, Bl., from the Nicobnrs j and a ne.uly related 
race from Burmah, T. lIemoricoluB, .1enioR. T. BeriuU$, Lf\tbaffi, 

from China, by its larger and straighter, bill somewhat approximates 
the St.arHngs; and T. burmannicus, Jerdon (Ibis, vol. 4 ), i:a a nearly 
allied species from Pegu. This last bird feeds much on the ground 
like the true Mynas, und perhaps, with seMceuB, ought to form a 
separate section. Both hU\'e red beaks. T. AIltlllis, Gmel., 
(elegan' Lesson,) approaches Calornu. Layard (Ann. Mag. Nat. 
llist. 1854) has StUf'1Iia 111bcfrlmtata, from Ceylon. Bonapnrt.c 
has Pallor Btne.'!:, Torom., from Bengal, perhaps thc same as 
Blyth's erytlwopygia, Ot, M Layard suggest!, with his species 
quoted above. 

Gen. PASTOR, Temm. 

Char.-Bill short, eompresseu, curving from the bue, very 
slightly hooked at the tip; gOIl ys straight; nostrils partial1y 
concealed by fine lront.d plume~; wings long, pointed; lit quill 
longut, 2nd sub·equaI, 3rd Il. little tlhorter; tail nearly eTen; 
tanus rather ehort; lateral tocs 91ightly ullequal; head adomed 
with a long pendent, occipital crest. 



This geau;, "hiOO is oomposed of bu' a single .pecies. wilh 
eome"hat the form of TemtJI'IU/u", hu the gregarious habit. or 
the true Starlings and M yoBS, and is more a grain and Crui, e&tet 

perhaps tban others of this family. 

690. Pastor rOBeUS, LINN&ua. 

Turdu8, apud LINN.EUS-GOTTLD, Birds of Europe. pI. 212-
SYKES, Cat. 115-JERDON, Cat. 167-BLYTfI, Cat. 593....:.UORSF .• 
Cat 811-T. 8uratensis, GMEL.-Gulabi maina, H. in the Nortb_ 
Tflytr, H. in the South-l"aJ-iki'l'itttl, TeL,-Pallla, Tel., of BOrne 

Sura kura~i, 'fam.-IJya, in Sindh-Clto/lllJ. bird of Europeana in 

Madras. 

THE ROSE-COI.ORED STARLTNG. 

Delcr.-'Vhole head, with ('rest, nceLo, and breast, fine glossy 
black, with purple reflections; wings 0.111] tail black with a green 
gloss; rest of the plumage pale salmon or light rose color. 

Young bird!! have the rose color mnc.h dsshed with pale brown 
and fuseoUB, al.d the head not so glossy; and the yonng of the 
year arc more or lesa earthy brrnvn, paler beneath, and without a 
crest. 

Bill orange yellow a~ the ba<je, then pinkish, and' brown at the 
tip j irides deep browlI; legs dUllky reddish. Length 9. inehcs; 
wing 5i; tail 3; bill at front if.; tarllU!! ] I~" The tongue is bifid 
at the end and somewhat fringed. 

The Rose-colored Sbrling iii found throughout tho greater part. 
of India, most obundant in the South and South-west. rare toward. 
the North and North·east, and, apparently. not known in Anam 
and Burmah, unless P. Peguanlll, Lellllon, be the immature .tate 
of this bird. 

Ii usually makea it!! appearance in the Deccan and Camatie 
fLbout November, a8110ciating in vast docks. and committing greu 
devastations on the grain fidd., more especiAlly on tboee of the 
Cholum or Jowaree- (AndropogoJl IOrghUl), whence its familiar name 
inthe South. Mr. ERiot, in hi, MSS NotM, quoted in Ply Cat&loj:tUe, 
•• y.: "Is very vonciou. and injuriou. to tbe cropa of whitCI 

Jo"aJ'ee. in the fielda of whi('h the farmer i~ oLligcd to .Itation 
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DUmerow watchers, who, with slings and I long rope or thong, 

which they crack dexterously, making & Low! repo~ endeavour to 

drilr,C the depredators a\\ :ty, The moment the sun appeal abnve 

the horizon they .te on the wing, and at the seme instant, shouts, 
cries, and t hll crac(,:jng oi the long whips, rt'soLind Crom every 

,ide, The Tillyeu, howel'er, are so activo tha ~ if t hey are able 

to alight on the stalks for an instant, they en piek out soveral 
grain.. J\ bout 9 or 10 o'clock A. ~, . the exertions o f the watch

men eeue, and tho Tillycrs do no~ renew their plundering till 
evening. After sunset they are seen in Jloeks of many thousands 
retirin~ to the trees alld jllngles for t1\(': nigh.t , T:\ey prefer the 
half ripe J owllr('c whil"t thc farinaceous JOatter is still soft and 
milky," When they c:;m no longer get grai:l, they {cedon nrious 
gra.1S a.nd other secd~, flower· buds, frui t, and ulso on i~sect8, 8eek. 

inJ:: them 0\\ the ground, out larely seen with cattle in I ndia. 
Their Tclu~" munc i~ dCl'ivcd ftom the name of II. plant whose fl'uit 
they arc particultll'ly f!lnd of. ) Ir. j ~tytl. remal'ks that" they visit 

the neighbourhood or Calcutta only aL the end of the cool se&8Qo, 

when flocks of them arc nOL unfretp ltmdy observed upon tbe 
urboreo.l cotlon tree then In /)100111." 

Du rse~s "tute!> thi'l t he has seen them busily feeding on tho 
flolVerll of the l cuH t'~~ Cllpt'r, l\ ~h t'u h very cum mon in th", Deccan 
on the banks of the I:u!;,er ril'(·t~, ))1' .• \dums sa.p that " it il!l very 

IlbUIIUtl.ut ill the PUllj4b, cQmmill in~ glCllt h:1\'oO on the grain "here," 
1n the Nortb·w~'Hnr India, lind ia .\ Jfghun j"tulI, tlrey devour large 
quantiLles of \I ulocrril.'s in :spring', helh,:u call t:tlthe ' M"I/~""'!J'biNl 
in the Nortll-west, cli.appcaring afterwards. They lit times, how~ 
eVOf, feed much on illsecu, find art' '.:nlleu the' locuSL·eater' in 

P ortia, aecordin~.1Q Che~ner, Th l'Y do not bl'eed in this eountry, 
quitting the South of India in 11arch, but li ngering in ,be North 

a lII ,)nth or so Jonger, It i~ a~certai ncd that they breed in vast 
numhcn in Sy ria. :In,1 o! ho. part' of Western Asia, ·in rocky c1itfa. 
BU I'gcu .tates ili:l belie! lhll~ tlw,l' ,\Jr"ed in Inc\i" somewhere, and 

was informed by' a nu! ile that they clo ul'l>ed in the Ghat~. Thi. 
howel'\:[ is, dOllbtle~~ , 1001lII,I' II i!hoUl fou ndation , ~I r, Layurd stalet 

Uilit ou~ ycUr htl raw I tu'~,·llocJ..s of thl.'~e bi lds ill July. ,hat they 

remained only a week alld ilien wN.ppeared. They were enLirei1 
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unknown to the Natives. Burgess also states that in 1850, 
toward! the end of August, he saw & 19.rge flock of the Ro!e·oolo~ 
ed :-;tarlings feeding un insects in an apm fil!ld. These intances of 
their appellrin~ so ellily urc "ery UllUtlIlIlJ, and more especillily Iheir 
OCt urreuce iI. Ceyloll in Jul." by "hidl lime the ."oung could only 
have been just fairly flerlged. l\'!Otlt of the birds met with in 
India are, of course, young birds in imperfect plumage. 

Sub-fam. LAMPllOTORNIN&, Grakles or Hill Mynas. 

Syo. Ptili1wrhytlchi1lt1; Gray and Horslield-Eulahttin«, Hon£. 
-Gro.culince. llpud Gray. 

Bill somewhut stout, Ihe rid~e more or less curved llud hooked, 
and the tip notched; nostrils more or less hidden by the close set 
frontal plumes; wings long or moderate, and pointed; tarllUS short 
and stou t. • 

The Graldes arc birds of ul'UnJly glossy plumagE', found in the 
warm regions of the Old Continent. Many arc found in Africa, 
a few in India and l\falaynna. They are more or less gregarious, 
live chiefly on fruit, und nestle, in general, in holes of Irees or in 

rocks. Many feed habitually on the ground, associating with 
cattle; others a.re more arboreal. 

The glossy MynM of India comprise two very distinct (orm!, 
one with rather 81cnuer bill, of delicate conformation, consisting of 
It single species; the other of robust milke, With 8tMng beaks, ant! 
iurnished with promincnt 'Inulcs, the Hill ;\Iynas. TIICY arc bl'lth 
Itrictlyarboreal in their habit~, living, in forests, on fruit, and nidifi
eating in holes of trees. III his List of Genera, Gray piacell the8(l 
birds respectively under Juidiml! and Eulahetillfl!, the first including 
Saraglo8sa, Ca{l)rnil, and some other Eastern fJims, and all the 
African Mynas; the 80('ond our Hill Mynaa and ODe or two allied 
genera. G. R. Gray in his Genera included the former (together 
with the Bower birds of Au~tlwa). under his PtilinorhYllchillre, and 
the latter under ENlahetUlre. The Indian members of this group do 
not appear ,to associate very well with the AfrieaD ones, inlpiteof 
lOme resemblance of plumage, and perhaps ought to form a distinct 
division. They evidently grade to the true Mynaa through 
C%noU. 



8111D8 OP INDIA . 

Gen. SAI1AGL088A, Hodgson. 

CILa,..-BilI rather long, Itraight at the base and deprp.ued. com· 

preued &1 the tip; culmen I idr,cd,l,.utved, and slightly hooke~; gonye 

nearly Itruight; Ilostriis .pert, but tho frontal plullti!! descendIng ~Vet 
the bue of th'3 bill, which aOe8 not divide the frontal plumes; WIngs 
pointed, tho first three nearly equal; tail finn, IIbor~ lIub-turcate or 
nearly even ; legs KDU feet strODg and ilJ"ooreal; nails acute and 

well curved. 
The founder of this genus states that he eODa.dered it to be a 

'Stumideous bird with Melliphagous ~daptations,' and eompareM 

ita bill with that of P/lyllrmlir. It is generally classed among the 
LalllprotornilUz, but appears to be 11 somewhat anomalous form of 

thi •• ub-r.mily . 

691. 8a,r&glos.& spilopter&, VIGORS. 

Lamprotoulis, ~pud VIUORS, r. Z. S. 1831-GOULD, Cent. 

Bim. Birds, pL 34-BLYTII, Cat. 582-1I0RSF! Cat. 816-Puli 
at MUdooree. 

Till'; SI'OTTEO-wINU1m STARE. 

Dllcr.-Abol'c 1'11.1(' plt1mbeous. the iCllthers tipped with dud,,.. 
gi\·ing it a speckled :loti Stare-!ike nprcanm('c j tipper tail-coverts 
tinged WiLh rufescenl brown ; quills and primary coverts glouy 
greell lIlack, with ~ whit.c lipot ~t the ba~e of tllC primariCIJ; tall 
deep brown; bcneath, the chin anu thloat, deep chesnut-rurous; 
l ome of the Icatherl! tipped with glo~~y '::Tey, the rest white, deeply 
tinged with rufou.!l 011 the ~bdomen ami Jlunb. 

Hill dusky horny; l eg~ brown; irid es white. Lengt.h 8 inches, 
wing 41; tail 21-; bill at frOllt ~; tarsus i . 

Thi!> bird is found ollly in the Western and Central HimAlayas. 

Iti, not known in Sil.:him. It frequents the valleys aoout Simla and 
Mussootee, up to 6,000 feet., lin's in small fioou or five or six; iii 
now and flight., say. HUlt.on, " are very much like tboee or St"",UrI 

""Egan", and it delighta to perch on the very SUIlU1l.U of the £oreat 
troot. I bave never acen it on the ground, and its food appeara to 

conUst of berries. Jt nidificatet in the hole. of tr"', liniDg Ule 
cavity with bits of leaves cut by itself; the egg. are UluaU, three 
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to five, or a delicate pale !t~a green,l!peckled with blood-like .taioa, 
which sometimes tend to form a ring near the larger end. Dr. 
Adams say. that it rrequents rice 6oMs, or the !ides or mountain 
streams, and that it is shy and timid. 

TurduB maJagaSCQrUn8u, Gmel., 6gd. P. E. 55'1·1, i. referred 

here by Gray, but evidently belongs to a. very di1ferent family 
(vide page 79). 

The next bjrds arc the glos~y or Hill Mynas of India, compris
ing four diatinet Taces, one rrom the south of India, another from 
Ceylon, a third from the Himalayas and Burmah, and the llut 
from MaJayana. 

Gen. EULADES, Cuvier. 
Syn. Gracula. L. (in part), and Swainson-Mainatw, Leason

Maina, Hodgson. 
Char.-BiIJ short or moderate, stout, cOinpressed; culmen gradu

elly curved; tip notched; nostrils basal, lateral, placed in a plumed 
fossa; under mandiblo with the base broad and dilated; frontal 
fcathers short, velvety, advancing on base of bill; head with 
naked wattlcl'! ; wmgs long, 4th quill longest, lst short; tail ahort, 
even; feet strong; tarsus equal to the middle toe; outer too 

.Iightly longer than iooer one; claws well curved j hind toe and 
claw largt:. 

The Hill Myna~ are well known bird~ of fine glossy plumage, 
and with prominent yellow wattle~. They uro readily tamed, Q-d 
can be taught to repeat words very distinctly. They au: ~nti~ly 
frugivorom:l in their habits. They progress on the ground by 
hopping only, not by alternate steps as thc truo Myn .... 

692. Eulabes religiosa, LINN.ElIS. 

Graeula, apud LINN6.US-JERDON, Cat. I 68-BLYTH, Cat. 
571-HoRSF., Cat. 796-EnwAIWS. Bird", pI. 17 (the upper figure) 
-Eul. indiens. CuvlER-Gracula minor, JtBOON, 2nd SuppL 
Cu.. 168-EobU mama, H. in thi; South-KORda gorinkIJ, Tel 

THit SOUTHERN HILL MYNA. 

~.-Geheral plumage gloaay purplilh black. with green 
refleetioDs on the lower baek and Upper tail-eovCftft ; bene.t.h lee. 

2 u 
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brightly gloHed ; win/;' and wit coal bl&.ck without refl.ectionl; a 
white .pot on the first !e\'cn primariel, (ormlRg a conepicuoWl 

wing"poL 
The wattlel on the head commence bclow ellch eye. are orotaed 

at the lower posteriM anglc of th~ eye by &. tri:u'gtY&r patcb oi 
minute fcalht'Tll, pase beyond tbe CIlT, where they Form a rather 
large lOOle flap, or lappet, nnd then return in a narrow stripe 

to the top of the head. There is aho " small nude patch below 
the eye, . 

aill orange ; wattles dl;!cp yellow; irit:les dark brown; legs deep 
yellow. L ength 10 incllC~; ,·xtellt l S~ ; \\'ill~ 5lo ; tail 2frJ; bill 

at r ronl 1; height i j tar~us I) vu' 

The Hill Myn:!. of !5outhern India is found in the foreets o( 
Malauaf from'fravancore lip to Nurth T.1l~ IGG or 17°, most abundant 
plrhaps on tllC Ghkt!l, and especially ill the '~lyn na<i, Co\)rg, and 
othe~ cll;!valed districts, II!, to a,uoo fcC'! nr so. It also 0('curs in 
the thick fore~u of the !\orthCltl (': i l( ·nr~. n f .. r ~IS G(.omtlOor, 
exttonding we~t into the IVofllktl portion of thc :\agporc ter,;tories, 
his stilted "Iso 10 be fuun tl il ' Cey lun, "here, however, another 
species oceu". It i, ~umc;' h.lt Iucllily distributed, tl le birds 
appearing to congrt'ga\e in ecrl ll lll ~ po t s _ It i~ found at tilno!$ in 
,mllll partie'! of five or :oix 1.01' IIIorC, sometiOlc~ in large flocks; and, 
during the coM WC:lthl'r, :It all e'"enh, th!!)" appear to roost in 
compall)', ill grcat nUIllI)('r~ , espcl'ml1y on \lam boos :l.long the 
o!dg('s of m.1untain bh·Cllm~. Jt :\\lPC.1fS, a, fllr as I have observed, 
in II. wild state, to ie .. '! exclu~h-cly un fruit 311d berries of various 
kind~, The son,!! of lll is hi rd i~ "Cfr rich, varicd aud pleasing i 
but it has ~ome Ilal,h lI oh'~ abo. It brecd" in holes o( trees, 
but I nc,'cr saw Ilu! c;!'g~, Ilwll/!h I h'n,'c had tIlc young brought to 

IDC in the W yna:!.d. It i~ occtlsionully taken when young and 
CIl1(eJ, but lellS fre(luCnriy Ihlll) would be the ease were it a 
denizt'll or Northern ludin, the birds in confinement beiDg 
usually thOl'e of the II'-xt specics bl'o\~ght from the North. It w .. 
most probRbly by COnfOllll,iil)g it with Acritlotfurts tNN, that 
LinDEu. WIlS led to call tbis biN rtii!lio'Q, for 1 Denr heard or its 
~I belel at all .acred. 



693. Eulabell iDtermeclia, A. HAY. 
Graculs. ap\ld HAT, Madras Journal, XIU. 156, and' J . A. S. 

XV. 32.-G. rcligiosa, o.pud SUNDEVALL-BLYTH, Cat. 510-
HOBBF., C .. ~ 797.-Paharia-maiuu. H. 

TUE NEPAl. HILL MrNA.. 

,De'Cf'.-LaT[Zer than the last. but the eolors limiler. The 
bill is larger, deeper, and strongrT, Bnd mneh wider ot the bue, 
and leu 8attened; the naked sk in is broader. where it begin. 
below the eye, and the p:ltch of fcathers is differently .hljcd ; 
the loose flap too is smaller, Ilnd it is noL continued back to the 
top of the head. 

Bill deep oran,!::'c ; wattles bri.!!ht yello,v i iritlc. dnrk brown; lege 

dU8ky yello"9', Lcn:;th 101 incht!s i wing 6ii tail not quite a; 
tarsus Ii ; bill Ilt front 1 ; IICi~llt i. 

TIle HiIll\lyna of :\orthcrn Icu!iu is found all along the lo\ver 
ranges of the Himu.l ,), as, cxtclld i n~ into Auam and Burmah, u 

far II I T en .... serim certainly. It docs not aBcend to any height 

on the liimalayas, k('(" l' ing to the Te!"",;, and tl lC wnrmcr valley .. 
I ta habits o.nd mnnne~ .1 .. not lhlli:r from those of the J .. t. 
I t is taken, when younl!. in large /l umber., in tho Nepal Terai, and 

other palts, and soh} lit i\lonVhyr and clgewhere. It i. 
easily tamed, Bnd learns fO speak \\ ith great facility .nd 

accuracy. 
E, ptilQgt'nys, Blyth, fr<lrn Ccylon, differ! in only I,Ql'ing tho 

I"" .. H.p of " ;". the ,," of ,I., 01", .. b';"g f . .. h,,,d. b '. 
jallalwtAu i8 found in tllC Nic<lbar~, )l ulucCIl, ann the islands. It 
is ltill larger t han the Kcpnl i.ti ld, Bnr\ has 0. stronger bill, about 
H inch deep. with the wllulCl le~s ric,'clopcd, but the lappct!lla.ger. 

Bonaparte ha! Grar. lltlle/ald, Temrn, (rom Sumb. va, with a 
Jengthcoed and ,Ieoder bill. An interestillg: form, nearly rela
ted, i. round in Burmah, .Am}'dit;~p8 t;or01ttltuI, Blyth. It hu 
Ule wp of the head Bnd thro~t yellow, &II well as tbe 
wm,l{-apot. 

Other allied forml are Minot from New Guinea, barely di.tinct 
,hom EIIUWu j And G!lMROPI, (rom the Philippine.; lod thoae very 
remarkabJe bUd., E_lfhl n-ytArop/j~!I" and perhap. &;.m,;"t,..". 
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Pogti. the (ormer from JIlVa, and the latter from Celebes., appear ~ 
belong to this sub·family. Bali/ornu, or the crclt-ed Mynas, 
from Mul.YRna, are usually I'l ..... .ed near Ihe Hill Mynas, Celom;" 
may be said to be the Malayan lcprCsclitative of the Af~ 
Lamproklrnil, One spel:ic~, L. cantor, Gmel. (cho.lyir2uS Hora£.

aJlini&, Hay) is recorded, from Tipperab, Burmah, and Ma1acea.. 
Another _pecic., CalornU dauMCUS, PalllL!, is quite interme--

. dillU, both in color and Itructur€", between the glossy Mynu 
and the grey MynlUl ( T tmenuclllu); it extends from ~al"yIUla 

into China and Central Asia; and Httt1'fJrni. pyrrhogenYI, MUll., 
and 1'0,/or ruficolli. , W o.glcr, arc nearly allied species from 

Bomco, Japan, auri the Philippines. Several others allied to 
cantor rue recorded from the Malayan i.dea IUld Oceanica. 

The reat of thie sub·family arc chiefly Africal:i.. They are 

sl.owy birds, wid. rich gloRlly plumage, of moderate size, and ohen 
with ltmgthened tail!!. They live in Rocks, cat both fruit and 

insects, nnd often perch on the backs of cattle. One of these 
bitlis, A mydu8 TTi,! rumi, figured by Gould, Birds of Asill, Xl. 

pI. 9, occurs in Palestine. 

B'lphagi1l(JJ, or tho OxpcckeN'. arc a purely African tribe "hoac 
position hu heen a subject of much doubt. They arc n ~; neular 

gronp, comprising only two species, \vith short., stont, somewbat 

c\ltvr.d bills, short but. stout feet, with strongly cUf\'ed claws. 
They arc of plaia aud sombre plumn:;:e, nnd perch 1\ good tical 
on the bar.ks of cBUle, camels, and rhinocer09, &e.; and are 

wd to e:nriet the laJ'\':C of botllie9 llDd ticks .from the skins of 
thOle animals. 

The remaining families of the Stllrnilllt nrc I!trietly American. 

Some, Quwcalina:, have lODE!' wadllated bils, with the sides curved 

up"ards, wht-nec called BOllt-tails. Tllcir bill is 100'gL strr.ight, 
with the noatriIs placed in triangular grooves, pointed wing .. ILDd 
a ll)ug hind t.)e, with !:un'cd claw j their plumage i. usually 
glOMI blll.ck, mixed ,.ith chesnut. Th('lY live in trOOpe. feeding 
alike on grain and iUlce!s, and nestle in soci.cl,1. {orming nes ... o{ 
mud. lined with grus and bair. 

, The Ictwina, or Hang-nest.!l, chiefly differ from ' the lut in want

ing their boat-like tail: they are often adorned ..with yellow 
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and black oolors. and build long penduloul! De!ta, open at the top. 
iD company. 

Another group, the Ageiaiante, or Maize-birds, are usually clad 
with orange or soarlet and black. They arc of smaller size, have 
shorter hills tba.n the last (amil.I" are ~ery destructive to grain, 
and evidently grade into the FringmUtP. Among them is the 
celebrated Cow-bird of the U Dlted States, the only bird besides 
the Cuck.oos that lays its eggs in the nests of other birds. It is 
the Molotlim, pecor;', Auct. 

Certain birda of New Zealand and Oceanica, Aploni', Gould, and 
CreadWn, Vieillot, arc generally considered, and, perhaps eorreotly, 
to belong to the Starling family; but the Bower·birds of Atutralia, 
PtilinorhynchifUR, placed here by some, are very doubtful members 
of this division, and, perhaps, belong- to a particular section of the 
Birds of Paradise, as suggested by Blyth, which, 88 already noticed, 
used to be placed among' the Conirol!tres, and arc 80 still by many. 
These Bower-birds and Satin-birds, Clilam.'1(krn and Plilirw
rl&ynchtu, lire birds about the size of a Myna, and are noted for the 
remarkable bower-like structure they make, and adorn with shells, 
pebbles, small bones, aud fcathers; and which doe!! not appear 
to serve for nidification, but Rim ply for amllBement, or a place of 
resort for Loth Sf'xes, which run througlJ and around the bower in 
n sportive and plaintive manner. 

Fam. FRINOILLlDM. 

Bill short, thick, and conic; wings usually 10n~,"'P0inted; tail 
moderate, even, forked in most; tarsuB moderate or short; 
feet suited both for perching and terrestrial habits; of smalI 
size. 

The Finches comprise a very large number of small birds., wi.th 
thiek conical bULl, which live for the most part OD 8eede, and 
mUly are weU known and familiar birde. They exhibit a great. 
vanet.y of structure, varying much in the IItrength and tbickne811 
or the bill. The toBgue if somewhat. more Seshy than in most 
IXMU("''' (except Parrot!). but horny at the tip. The bill if 
n!JUaUy eatire, more ~ 1eaanotehed in one sub-family. The resopba
gw. it dibt.ecl mw • enaw or crop, in .,bieh tbe (ood is.Uowed 
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to remain awhile, and umler:;o maceration, before l'usi?S into 
tho po ..... erful and muscular gizzard, required in these birds that 
live.o much on hard srllin. 1hey ~re usualiy very active on the 
WiDg, with a Itrong jerking flight, and they h('lp on the ground. 

Many of thera arc social, or t:ven gregarious in winter, and 

mOlt of them construct neat, and, in .ome cases, elabofll.te 
nett •. 

They are perhaps more abundant in northern and temperate 
regions than in tropical countries, lind, in India, if we except the 

Sparrow!, the Munius and the 'Veavet·birds, most sre migratory 

and only winter visitants. 

Thoyaro divided into numerous aub·fmlilie5, coneernin~ the 

extent of which there i ~ much disagreement among Ornitholo
gim. I ahall, with myth, divide- them into Plocem«, E.trilldimz, 

PaUtnlUf!, Embui:inftl, PriuJilli •• (Z, nnd A landin«; be,ide_ the 
groat group of American Tanagers, Tal101rin<e, the most aberrant 
of tho family. 

Tho first two suh·fa.milie5 are well tlislingui, hed from the others 

by posse!!ing a minute fir'llt primary. 

Sub·ram. PLnCE1N£, Weavcr·bird~. 

Bill Itrong. conic, slightly lengthened; the culmen arched, and 
tho ridge continued bl1('k upon the forehead; wings somew~at 
rounded, first primary very minutc; tail short in most; legs and toes 
vory stron!! and robusl, the latter lengthened, especially the hind 
toe, and the cla"'1 well de,·c1opcd. 

The \Veaver.birds fo rm a well mukctl group of Finche~, peculiar 
to the tl'opies of the Old W orlJ, and nearly 10 to Africa., forthere 
are only four Asiatic species. They lll'e eminently aocial and 
gre~rious, nidificating in society, makiol! most in~enioua and 
elaborato neata, and tho Indian ~pecies, Ilt least, laying pure whit.e 
epga They have a rl.oul.le moulL, the males of most putting on a 
gay plumage in !prin~, which;! yello ..... in the majority, red in a 
reW'. They have a remarkable !imilari~y, both in colouTt and 
b.biw, to lome of the American i('ttrilltl: and Afltlwintll, They do 
not ling, but the flocka keep up a continual chirping. They .'Ve 
readily dometticaled. md will, it is .taled, breed in eowemenL 



1Jors6eld classes the W.eaver~birds among hi8 F~ 1tA~ 
SWUnM>n in his CoccodirtlR,tina; but these differ, at ahead, 
''''ted, in wanting the first sLDall primary. 

There is ooly one genus of this sub-family in India. 

f}en. PLOCEUS, Cuvier. 

Syn. Eupltctu, Swain80n lin pS.I·I..) 
Char.-Bill thiek at the base, laterally ~ompress~d. pointed 

at the tip; eulmen smooth, brond, rounded, and produced 
backward!! on the forehead to 1\ point j commissnre nearly straight; 
nostrill! bagal, partly concealed j wings moJerate or somewbatshort, 
with the first quill mlaJl, about one third of the next four or 6ve, 
2nd a little shorter than 3rd, which is usually longellt; tailllhort 
even, or very sligtuly founded; feet large, hind toe and elaw 
strong. all the c1awe len)!thcned. 

This genus comprises the four Indian species, and many ACriran. 
In all the Indian birds the crown of the head, in the males, become8 
bri~h~ yellow in the breeding senson. In winter the sexes arc 
alike, or nearly :;0. All build nests of strips of leavetl or grus 
interwoven to~ether. from June to August, and have pure wbite, 

rather long-sllapc:tI eggs. 
Of three Indian species found within our limits, one i, widely 

diffused, and the otber two arc more loeally distributed. They 
are often called Tailor-birds in Indill. 

694. Ploceus bay&, BLYTH. 

J. A. S. XIII. 945- HOR~F., Cat. 785-P. Philippinul, apud 
Srln!:8, Cat. 106- ... JERooN, Cat. 169-BLYTH, ('at. 614-P. atri
(lUIs sod panerinus, HODGSON (rn. and f. )-Fring. bengalcnlis. 
SUNDEVALL-Baya, H.-Cllindora. H. in BE'ngal-BafD~ 01' lu/-
6abi. Ben~.-Par"lpu·l)ittu, Tel.-Ma,ya-kuravi, Tam. 

THE COlJ)(ON ,,"E.-\. VER-BrRD. 

Duer.-Old males, ~n breeding }>lumage. have the crown f?£ 
th. head bright ,eUo"", ~he fe!t of the upper plumage with t~o 

wingund tai~ dull brown, .edged with pale fulvoU8 brown, aorne of 
the foa\ben in the nUd~le of the hick edged ye1lo.w .; ru.mp and 
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upper tail-ooyerta pale nlfoil~ broWD; primaries with • narrow 
edging or pale yellow; lore" ear·covcrte, chin, an~ throat, 

blacki,h brown; bre8,t b'itl;ht yellow j be1ly and lower tail·coverts 
dull white ; the fl anka aotI under wing-coverts and thigh-coveN pale 

rulty or buff, 
Bill black; iridca due!.:.y brown; le~s browD ',h fleshy_ 
Younger males in the breeuing plumage have the breut pale 

rutty iUlItead of yellow, and the yellow edgillg of the intcreca

pulan is wanting. TIle females, and males in winter dress, totally 
want tllo y(·Uow heau, the crown being brown with dark streak" 

have pale rufous supercilia. and the chm and throat are whitish. 
Bill pale horny bwwD j Length about 6 inches; extent 91 ; 

wing 2T~(I; ail not quite 2; bill Itt r ront t'rs ; ursas!o-; epread 

of foot li-
The Qommon Weaver-bird is founu lhrodghout the whole or 

India from Cape Comorin tIn( \ CeYlon to the foot of the Himalayas, 

and cx tending into Autun, BUflll'lI,. nlHl Mala,vana. It iel1l0llt 
abundant in thc well IVooUe,} par!a of Ibe country , and in r.lle 

bare table land of the l)ecclln Y(I U Illay t1'll"t!1 f Of days without 
HeiD~ one, It appenrs to \\-Rntler about in some loesiitip.s, for 

lOme ob.el'yerS hQ,"c ~tlltc tl thnt it is migratory, but it is certainly 
D pennaneut resilient ill mo~t pal'ts of the country ; and their 
roosting places on c('rtllin trce~ arc well known. Grain of all 
kincl~, eSpt'cially rice and various grass seeds, form the chlcf 

food of the Wo:&\,cr-Lird, and I never obser vetl it feeding on 

fruit, u Syk~s as~C I'ts he has known it do on the fig of the 
Banian tree. Whil~ t (catlin:.:, particularly, aa \VeU a3 at oth~r 

tillle~, the whole aock keep~ up a pel petual chirnlping. I havo 
lecn it feedio!-: in gmtn fidd~ in eompnny wilh fiocki of EmbeMzo. 
melonocepllo/a ; and Syk\' l> relales that he h&1l SC4>n it a.<;soolate .. -ith 
the common Sparrow . 

. The Dayn brceds d uring thc rains, according to the locality, 
frOID April to Septelliber, but I am not aWlU'e if they ever 
have more than one brood, Its long relort-shaped Delt is familiar 
to ~I, and it is indel'd a marvel of skill, as elegant in its form, lUI 
substantial in its sUucture, and weatheI'-proo£ agaiMt the do",·n· 
pour of 11 Malabar or Burmese MotlaOOo. 
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It ill very often 8uspended from tho fronds of some lofty Palm· 

tree, either the Palmyra, Cocoanut, or Date. but by no meanll so 

universally so u Mr. Blyth would imply, for a Babool (ACGCl4 
arabica, or Vac!IeUia Fa,.lIeruma), or other tree will often be 
selected, in preference to a Palm-tree growing close by, as I have 

seen within a few miles fmm Calcutta cn the banks of the eaul. 
Very oftt'n a tree overhanging u. river or tank, or even a large 

well is cholcn, eapecially, Ii! Tickcll 6ayl, if it ha.ve lipreading 

hrauebel and scanty foliage. tn India I have never seen the 

:Ba.\ a !lulpt'nd its nests except on tn .. 'Cs, but in some parts or 
BUlInah, and more particularl) in Rangoon, the Bayu usually select 

the thatch of a buns::alow to BUlipenl1 their nests from, reg .. rdlcl8 
of the inhabitants \t'i~hin. In lhp. cantonment of Rangoon, very 

many bungajows may be seen with twenty. thirty, or more of theae 

lon~ lle~t9 }u\nging from the cnd of the thatched roof, and, in one 
ilOus(\ ill ,,·hich 1 was an inmate, that of Dr. l)l'itchacd, Garriaon 

Surgeon there, a Imull coluny commenced their labonl toward, 

the end of April, and, in Augll@.t, wilen I revisited that atation. 

there were above one hundred nests Il.ttaehed all round the houBe ! 
1n India, in some localities, they appetlr to evince a partiality to 

build in the neil:hboUlhood of villages or dwellings; in other 

place, tht:y nidificatc in most retired spots in the jungle, or 
in I) bolitary tree in the midst of som>::, lsrge patch of rico 

culti,'ation. 
The nelit is frequently made of gra~a of different kinds pluoked 

when green, sometimes of strips of plantain lca£; and not un
frequently of strips from the letlve~ of the date palm, or cocoanut; 

and I ha\·e observed that nesb made of this last. materill.l are am..!ler 
and 108& bulky than th08e made with RUSS, al if the little arcbitect.t 

were quite aware that with aueh strong libre lela amount of mate

ri..! \Val necC8!ary. The nen varics much in the length both of 
the upper part or support, lind the lower tube or entrance, and 
the lupport is generally solid from the point wbence it i, bUIll!: for 

two (or three iAehe&, but varics much both in length and strength. 
When the oltrueuue bas advanced to the IpOt where the 

birds hn detennined tae egg oomputment to ~, a .trong 
tJan.vene loop iI formed: 'Dot in the exact CQl.U'e, bat .. lillle at 

2 x 



BmD6 OJ' INDIA. 

Dne 'ide. If then taken fwm the tree, and revcmed, the nMt Jus 
the appearunce of a bilSket with its handle, but less 80 in this than 
in the next two flpecie~, whicb ha"e .f!ldom aoy length of suPV0rl 
above, Various authors have d~eribl'd this loop or bar 118 peeulin 
to the m'lle nest, or sitting nest, whereas it exists primarily in aU, 
and ie simply the point of scparation between the real nest and 
the tubular entrance, and, being used as a. perch both by the old 
bird! and the young (when grown suOiciently), requires to be very 
,tronH" Up to thi$ time both sexes ha"e workerl together indi!! • . 
criminately; but when this 1001 ' ill completed. the ff.ro.le takes up 
her .eat on it, leaving the cock bird to fetch more 6b~e an(1 work 
from the outside of the nest, whilst she worb on the iuside. drawing 
in the fibres pushed throllgh by the male, re·inserting them in their 
proper place, and smoothing ~Il carefully. Considerable time is spent 
in completing this part of the nest. th e. egg chamber being formed 
Dn one lIide of the loop lind the tub, ll u( entrance at thE: other; 
after which there appears to be an inLen'!i1 of rest. It ill at Lhis 
llta,.:e of the work. from the ii.IHllaLion of the loop to the tlllle that 

the eg;.r eornpurtmcllt i! rCluly, t!Jal the lumps of cluy arc SLutk on, 
about which thefe arc so mUIlY and (·onai\·tin;; theolles '1 he ori. 
ginal notion, <lcriled cnt;,·,·\y, I believe, from tlu: J\u.tlve~,· was 

that the cluy WII S II~C<i to stick lir,··nICs Olt. to light u1l the al'Rn. 
ment at night. Layard ~1I).!geH~ that the loirJ lI~C9 it. to shal'pen i:03 
bill on; Burgess that it ,.cn' e~ \0 strcll;.:thcn thc !lcst. 1 of cou rse 
quite dilbelicve tho fiJ('-fly ~lOry, lIud uoubt the at/lin two ~u""es. 

0' 

tions. From nn ob~er\'lItloll of S\!I end IIt'StS, the times at wbieh 
the clay wa~ placcd in (lie ncst~, and the position occupied, I am 
inclined to think that it is used to b;Jlante the nest cow.letly, and 
to prevent its being blown aloout by the wind. In one nest lately 
examined, there was about three Ollnec~ of clay in sill: dilferent 
patches. It i ~ generally beliel'ed that the unfinished neets are built 
by the male for his own special bt' lulOf, alld that the pieces of clay 
are more commonly fonnd in it than in the complete ne!ts. I did not 
find t.his the ease at Rangoon, where Iny 'JppDrtuniti8fl or observing 
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the bird were good, and believe rather that the UDfinilhed Dedi are 
eithertejected from some imperfect construction, weak .upport, or 
other reason, if built early in the breeding .eason ; or, if late, &hat 
tbey are simply the effoTts of that cOJl!truclive faculty which ap

peaTs, at this season, II.> have ~u('h a. pOl9'erflll effect on this little 

bird, and which eauscs lIome of them to go on building the long 

tubular entrance long aftal the hen il! sc:lted on her egg". 
I ha\'e generally found that the lh.ya Iu}'s onl.\ two eJCg., which 

are long, cylindrical, and pure wlJite, uut other observers record a 
larger number. Sunde\'all statc~ (hut he found three in one nest. 
Ll1Yllrd !lays from two t ,) f"ll1'; BUl'ge~s ljix to eight; Tickellliil: 

10 le n. 13Iyth thinks thaI fou r 01' fi \'c i ~ the most usual number. 
Frum many Ohl'ervRtions. I consider tw o to be the u,ual number, 
bll t hll.\·e found th ree ol'ca"iollully In thoSe exceptioDlL1 inltances, 
wllere s ilC or mOI'C e,:gs h,II'e been fOUlld, I imagine they 
must h,l\'c been the prOlllice of more than one bir,l. The 

Bllya, il! stated not to ulle the same nest fOl' two veal'll consecu
tively, Rnd this I can quite ulldcrstdnd, withouL hll\'ing actulllly 

observed it. 
·The BaJa is frequently tnkf>n when young, tamed, and taught 

to pick up rin~s, or such like an icles, dropped down a well; 

or to sMteh the TiceR mark olf the forellead of a perIOD poin~d 
alit. 11 is also taught occu~ionally to carry a Dote to a particular 
place, on a gh'en lIignlll. Mr, Blyth , ill an unpublished paper, 
has the fol lo wing- intercsdng accouut of some of thi, bir,f. perfor

mances: " The truth is thllt the feats performed by trained BaYd 
are really very wor.derCul. and must be witn essed to be fully 
credited, E xhibitors carry them about, we believe, to all paN 
of the country; and the UIIUal procedure is, when ladie. are 
present, for the bird. on a sign from iu master, to take a cardamom 

or sweetmeat, in its bill. and deposit it between a lady'l! lips, and 
Tepeat this offering to every lady present; the bird follOWing &he 
look and gestlU'e of its master. A miniature cannon it then 
brought, whilh tho bird load!! with coarse grains of powder one by 
one, or mnre commonly with small balls of powder made up for 
the purpose; it next aeizcs and skilfully u.ses a small ramrod ; 
and 1hen 1akes a lighted match froro itt muter which it app1ieI 
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to the toucb-hole. AU thi.s we have penonally 1ritD.eued ill 
common ,nth most persons who have resided in or nen viai...c 
India; and we hnve seen lhe littlf! bird apply the match five or 
six times 8UCCCSiSi\'l~l y before tnt· powder igni~cd. which it finally 

did wi.th 8. report IOlld cnou .. :h to alarm all the (:rows in \btl 
neighbourhood, '",hile the little Baya remained p:lrIlhed on the 
gun, apparently quite elated witb its performance." 9aptain 
Tytlel' mentions also "the twirlin:; of a stirk with II ball of fire 
at each end. Thi~ the bird turng in several w"ys round its llcad, 

making luminous circld~ in ilhitution of D. DatiVe practice ; the 

stick being llCld by the ucnk in the middle." 
In an or(\ioa1Y cage or uyiary, they will employ themselves 

constantly, if allowed the. chance, in intertwining thread or fibres 
with the wires of their prison, merely gratifying the cuustructive 
propensity, with upparendy 1\0 hnthcr ohjcctj \lnlc~~, in'.lced, the 
sexeR are matclled, "hen th(,)' i,reeu ve:'y readily in captivity j of 
courso, provided they ure nlloweu wfl\eient room, as in a lIpn.cious 
aViary. 

This bird hilS currently pa~~crl o.s P. pflilipl'iIlU$, Aue!., but on 
a reference to the figure in the PI. Enl. of Bun'un, the typ'~ of 
that species, 1 am convinced that it refers to the ~pccie6 named 
Aypozantha by Duudin. 

695. Ploceus manyart H ORSFrF.1.n, 

Fringilla,apud HORSl'JELD-GI.YTn,Cat. GlfJ-IIoRSF" Cat. 783 
--.h; RDON, 2nd Suppl. Cat. 170-Eupleetc8 f1aviceps, SWAIXSON 
-E. atriatu!!, DLl'TII,-E. bt'ngalcnsis, JJo:Rl>OS, Cnt, 170-
Damanj /Jaga, U. ill dIe Dcccan-refia baga, Beng.--Bau1IIyi, in 
Rungporc. 

TnE STRIATED WEA"\'ER-BlItD. 

Dutr.-The male in full breeding dress has the cro1't'11 of the 
head intense yellow; lore!, checks, ear-coverts, chin, throat, 
and Deck, brownish black; back, wing$, and tau. bruwn; the 
feathers, of the back. \vith a mesial dark streak, those of the pri
maries and tail edged with yellowish i rump streaked like the 
back; upper tail'col'erts rufescent; beneath, from the throat 



Wtri$ish, tinged with fulvous, and streaked Oil the' breut and, 

~anh with 'dusky black:. 
Bill black; irides light brown; Jegs fleshy. Length about SA 

mcbes; extent 9; wing 21; tail It; bill at front'n; tarsua f; 
stretch of foot 1 i. 

The male in wintt:r dress is clad like the female, and has the 
head brown, Sfreaked like the back, a pale yellow supercilium, and 
a small yellow spot behind the car·coverts; the ~hin and t1lrOl.t I.re 
whitish, Bnd the streaks on the lower surface less developed. Tho 

bill is pale horny fleshy. . 
This species of W eaver·bild i~ found in sllitnblu localities, 

throughout all Northrrn India, spreading into Central India, and 
more raroly to the Deccan. It does 1I0t appear to occur in the 
N. W. Pro\·incell, 1t iil aho found, noll. perhaps more nbuudsntly, 
in Assam, Burmsh, Malacca, nnd some of the Islands. It chiefly 
frequents long: grass and reeds on the blinks of ri"or:} and jhccls, 
and was hence named by Buchanan IIum;lton Loxia fypltilla. It 
invariably breeds amon~ high rced,., and usually in places liable 
to be inundated; and, as tl lC brceding season is during the rain~, 
thc nest is thus unassailable except frOIll the water. The nest is 
fixed to two or three recds, not far from their summit, and t.he 
uppcr leaves :l.re occasionally turned do\vn and used in the' con· 
struction of the ncst, whicb is, in all casf'S that 1 have seen, made 
()f grass only. The nest is nOIl·peneile, that is to !;uy. it is fixed 
directly to the reells, without the upper pcnsile support £hat tho 
nest of the last species hlUl ; lind, in some cases, the eg~s are 
laid before any tubular entrance is mad<>, a hole at the side near 
tho top forminp' the entrance. This, however, is often, but not 
always, completed during the incubation of the female; and, in 
other cases, a ahort tubular entrance is made at first, in a very 
few, prolonged to a fnot or more. J have found the eggs in this 
case, I1lI in the last, to be generally tlVO in number, three in a few; 
and in one nest I found 6ve. , 

696. PloceWl Bengalenais, LI •• ..,U •• 

Loxia, apud LrHN.£t:8-BLYTIl, Cat. 6I6-Hou!'., Cat. 784-
Euple<:teI Jlavigula, HODOsoN-E. albiroatriJ, SWAINSON-P. 
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aureu., LE8SON-Barbo ba!la, H.r S1wr baya, and K4atGIOGla 

ooya in Bengal. 

TnE BLAr.K·TnR(\,\T~.D W IiAVER-BIRD. 

D,~cr.-The male in brecthng'plumage lU1S the crown brilliant 

golden yellow, with, in some imr:::ances, u slight inclinll.lion to A.me 

color; back dusky browu; rump din!!'y ~rtly brown ; wings Ilnd 
tail dark brown, the former with "cry sliJ!ht pale margins to some 
of the feuthers i Lhe tilruat Ivhite; t1lC cllccks, ear-covetts, nnd sides 
01 tbe lIeek white, morc 0 1 !C~~ suffused Wilh du~ky on th e ear
covert .. And tlllOIlI; a bl'O.!<!, brownish black pcclOTIll llDtul ; the 

relt of thc luwer plum:tgc sullied or fuh'olls white, Imlwlli~h on 
the f1anka. I n bOli le the !'l'l'wr ,I lUlUd is broad /lnd entire, 
in Ollie" DUTrOWCr. Im\lijlj ,lc.l :dnD),! lhc middle. 

The fema le ha~ die 111':,'\ "trcaklc~~ Jll~ky ol'oll'n, dIe rCllthers 

or the back: edged with p"le rufous bt,\\\'n, n pale y,,1JolI' 8uper
cilium, Dnt.! u ~l\{'l of the same colou r hcltiud the ellr; also 1& 

nArrow moustadti:.t !ltrillC; tIll oat while, yQno,)wi~h in sorne. a nd 

ulluaUy 8c\laru.u·,1 lrum Ill,· }'dltlw mOll~ttu.:"c b~' 1,\ narrow blll.ek 
line, pectoral baml Ic~~ d"nlol'ci lo Mllh'~. after the autumn 
moult, I'e~~m blo,! the fcm:llclI, LIlt the L " clLst lind fl:mka Me n\OI' t! 

rufc8ccnt; the pectoral hand is fn~quently wuming, or ralher 
coneralcd h.v pale fulvous Ilecill ull ry ed)!ing8. 

Dill always pl:lltly while; iliJcl light hro""n; It!~s dusky 
cameous. Lcngth 5. inches; exwnt 9!; wini-! 2f; tllil 1 f. 

l 'lli, vcry pretty Wcaver-binI is more ivclllly distribute" than 
eithot of the prcooding. It is found in "'-;lriom. parts of Lower 
Dengal, cXlcndin~ in to Assam, Tippernh, and parIs of Burmah. 
It appear, unknown in Ccntroi inui.J Dnd dll! N. '\-V. Provineee. 

1 fou'.lu it Il-buuaan, nellr I' tuneah, al~o in Dacca, huildillg in low 

bushe" in a grassy ehurr o\'crflown during' the rDilU. 1'l1e 'Destwas 
non-pcnlile, Alld h:lti eithcr no tubular enulUlce or a very .hort 

one, malie of grass, and more 91ieh~ly interwoven than either 

of tho others. Though It. gt)od mlUly pain were meeding in tbe 
Ileighbourhood, the nests were, in no inatance, close to each 
other, rarely indeed two On the same buah. 



The figure in PI. Enl. ·a,s. 'r. 2, usua.l.ly quoted for ~hi& species, 

appears to me more applicab1e to manyar, but, in either ease. ia 

barely recognisable. 

The only other eastern species of Ploctw is P. p~ilippi'lU" 
(hgpo.'Mnlhus, Daudin) t'ide p, M8, recorded from Java. and vanoul 
P9.rts of Malayana, perhaps extending to the Philippines. I found 
this very pretty W cavcr-bird at Thayet-myo in Upper Burmah, 
rarc; in Rangoon, where observcd also by Mr. Blyth; and frequent 
in swn.rnpy ground ncar the mOllth of Rnngoon river, where I 
al80 found its ncst, solitary, in Il. thiek thorny bush, very similar to 

that of p, bengaienB;B. 
Africa is the hcad quarters of this tribe, nnd there are many 

~pecies Ycry similar to our 1ndian birds; others are clad in blaek 
and red, or flame color, Most of them build pcnailc ncsts of grass, 
but the eggs arc de~cribcd as being blui~h-whitc, or grccni3h-bluc, 
in some in!!tanccs spc~kl~d, Thcy arc referred to severol gonon. 
Onc remarkable £p' ci(!s, P"ii«lll'lfI sociulI' , bll ildll in ~o':iety , con
stl'Uctilig il common roof or sh,·d, beneatl! which their nC$t~ are 

pi-Iced contiguouely, Tlte Whid.dt uinl~, Vi-lilia, "urin~ the 
breedil 'g season, develop tai ls of ~xtraol'dinnry length and form, 
and, in one instanct!, a rnff, It is ~upposl:d by $Owe that ' these 
hirds are polygamous, 

Sub-fam, ESl'RELOIN&. 

Of small size. j bills large in many and bulged, mure "lender 
in others j wings Hilort, roullI.lcd j fect large; tail rounded or 
cuneiform. 

Thc Muni&.! or Amadavads closely resemble the Weaver
birds in many particulars. and perhaps, with these, should 
form one group, They inhabit Africa, Indill, Malayana, and 
Australia, in which country they are the sole representativcs of the 
F,.ingiJlidrz. The first plimary i.J minute, as in PloceiM!, and, like 
them. they are often social, evc.u during the breeding seuon. but 
they do not con.trnct such elaborate nests. Tbe eggs of all known 
are pure white, as i.q oW' Indian Weaven; many are very pleasingly 
colored, and .000e of tbem are \'ery beautiful In genertl t.hey 
do n.otting, but one of ihe Indian species hal • rather pleasing lOng, 



The &exes are usually alike j in 0. few that ..moult 1]\ iiplio.g, the 

male is more richly colored than the female. They inhabit grassy 

or reedy r;round, bUlihy jultgle, and open spaces in {orelltt, 

occasionally being fouiltl in immenso Bock!. There Brc two.fonna 

found in India, onc the Munias •. with a thick tumid bill.; the other 

the Amadavads, (E8lreida), with a more slender, IConic, and 

waxy red bill. 

Gen. MllNlA, Hodgson. 

Syn. Lrmc11flI'u , Sykes-Spermesfes, in part, SwaiMon, 

Cllar.-Bill very thick and at the bru.e 3~ deep as long, com

pressed at the tip; culmen arched, flattened, prolonged backward 
to a point 011 the forcheD.I; gape strongly anglilated; narcs round, 

sunk and free; wing$ short; 1st primary minute, the three ne:tt 

neatly equul; tail mQ(letalc or "'itOrl, rOllnded or wedged; tarllus 
stout, motlclate; toclI ion,t::. sic lI'~'!r; daws I"n~. 

The hinll! appertlliuing- t l} thi ~ l!emL8 arc found in India, Malay

ann, auJ Au~trnlia, nn.1 ullllnst IIll 11\1.v o;: thc large beak of a pale 
);1!lllcOUS 1,,\1.\1 culor. They a.rc of small !>izc, but. larger than the 

next group; Illid Luild largo!" lousdy ·eollstru..:ted nests of grass. 
'They feed milch 0 11 rice. n~ well as on grn~s seeJs ; arc' reaUily 
domesti('ated; and the young of most arc light bl'ol'ln. 

697. Kunia. Ma1.acca, LINNlEt:Ii. 

Loxia, apud LI!'!"Eus-EnwAlws, Birds, pI. 355, f. 2-
BUTTt, Cat. 623-JIoW<F., Cut. 773-Jt..IWO:S-, Cat, lU-NakaI
'lOr H. Nalla jirmwuyi, Tel. 

'{'HE Ik ,\CK-JU:.\DI-:D MUNU • 

.Dt8cr.-\VllOlc hCIlU, neck, anJ breast, rich black; back, wings, 

ano tail, pUN lich einllllillon red; Upper tail-covertJl bn"ghter 
tinged, antI with a glistening lustro; beneath, from the breast, 
white, with the middle of the abdomen and vent black. 

Bill bluish, yellowish at the tip; irides dark brown; legs 

p~um~eous. L,ength 4, inches; wing 2lll' ; tail Ii. The young 
bird 18 pa.le Olnnamon brown above, whitish below, dusky about 
tbe lll.!ltu and neck. 



The JlJ.ek-ltud6a , 'N'QIli'a is cnie8y found in Southern India 

aad Ceylon, a f~'I'I' ' It,,~~ers occurring in Central India, &ad 
even in Bengal occklionally. It is very abundant in parts of 
Sonlbern India, especially on the Malabar coast, frequentiDg 

long graa by the sides of rivers and tanks, occuionally dry 
grain fi~lds, and vcry commonly sugar-cane fields. h often 
associates in very large 80eks. The nest in ulu"Ur pl .. ced 
among roeeds, in tanks, or in the beus of riven; occuionally 
in long grass in the bunus of paddy-fields. It is a rather large, 
nearly round or oval nest, nellily but loosely made of gratis, with 

the hole at one side, this in gencral being very artfully concealt>d 
by the ioterladng of the fibres of grass, so that I have beeD 
puszled for a iew moments to disco\<er the entrance; and the 
eggs, (our to six in number, are pure white. 

698. Kunia. rubronigra., HOIIG80N. 

As. Res. XIX. J53-0LYTB, Cat. 622-HoRSF., CaL 

774.-Loxl malacca, var., LATHAM-Loncbura mel.mocepb.l., 
McLELLA.ND. 

THE CHESNUT-BELLIED MUNIA.. 

De~r.-Head. !leek, aud breast, black; rest of the plumage deep 
chesnut or cinnomon, passing to glistening maronne on the upper 
tail-covert9, and tinged with fulv{Jus on the tail; a 8tripe down 
the middle of thc bclly, vent, and under tail-cOVCltB, hlacle. 

Bill and feet plumbeous; irineg dark brown. Length 4i iccbNi 
wing 2,; tail Ii; bill at front!; tarsus Ill"" The young are 
brown above, paler brown below; head and breut somewbat 
infulcated. 

This very closely allied species, which differa from the lut onJy 
in having the belly ('hcanut in place of white, replace. h in the 
north of India, being fOUl1d throughout Lower Bengal, and all aloog 
the foot of the Himalayas &IJ (u .. the Dehra DOOD; and al.to 
in lOme of the more wooded adjacent diecrict., but it would appear 
to be rare in the open o:ountry of the N. W. ProvinCe8. I bave 
StleIl apecimeas froOl the Eask-rn cout aorth of Mad, ... and Xr. 
Layard procured it in Ceylon. bu& it t. certCnly rare in Sout.hera 

t T 



ladil. H i.e •• ch. more common in the countritA to the e:uhrard. 
A~ and B.rmah u far u the Tenasserim province. , IIOUtk

warda of which i1 if replaced by M .• i,MnN, which wanta the 
black: abdornin.I stripo altogcther. 

According to Mr. Frith. the nest is ordinanly ,placed ill • 
Baubul tree in tAlwe: D~n~iLl . solitarily, and is composed of a luge 
ball of the t\l. ftt of Saccharltl" ,po"tane/lm. I have alway. found 
itt :beet fi.l.ed to rewf or long gras5, and luspect that Mr. Frith. 
mutt. bave been mistaken in the identi ty of the owner of the nest 

above Doticed, the more.o becauso tl,at is exac~ly the oharacter, 
botla U \0 mattlnal. IUld site, of tho neBt of the next speoies 

JK)ti~d. 

699, Kunia undul.ta, LATHAM, 

Loxia, apl:d LUIJA)I-DLYTn, Cll. '. 624-HoRSF., Cat. 772-
M. lineoventer, Il ooGSON-AmmJinll. pUllclltiarill, Ilpud PEA1I80N 

-Lonchura. nisoria, npud S, KI !<., C"t. l 09-J~.lmnN, Cat. 172-
Em .... Ros, Birds, pl. 40 - 1 t lift 1",,,,i:l. n, ill the North-Smg-ba: 
or SJlilt-ba:, n. in the Dl'CCUJl, allLl at Muuooree--Shub.: mwzia, 
BCDg.-KaUara jiNUUHl!Ji, Tel. 

TUE SPOTTED M[}NJA.. 

lHlt'r ._Abovo ruddy brown, ue~per on the hean. and neck, 
inclining to whiti!l.h on the rump, and the upper tail-eoverte and 

mugiD' of the luteral tai l-fcllthers. glistening fuh'ous; quilliJ 
ch."anut externally, dusky withill ; l>cne8Ih, the chin and throat, 

with ihe Colce IUld C!:I r·covcr\ol<, rich chc,nut; breut and flankl 
white, with numerous zig· zag cro~s bo.r!J of black; lower abdomen, 
veat, and under Lail-eo\'e ru, whitish, unmark.ed. 

Bill and legs plumbeoll8; irides brown. Length 4. iDabea i 
wing !Iu; tail Ii; bill at lront Tb-; tarsus H. -T. two eea.tral 
\aiMeathera are very .lightly elouglioted. The young .. rwOUli 
bro,", abo,.e, paler below. 

The Spotted or BlU'red ],illnia is fn und througmdili:'-lodia and 
C.,loo, -amewhat rare in the extreme louth, commOD 'iD lh. Nth, 
aad. apreadiDg iDto AIMlI, and BLll1Iab .ft.l ... T~ Ii it 



-
IOIDeWUt local ill itt distribution, but, where met wi., it theN' 
tolerahly abundant. I hue seen it on ,be edge. of lb, Nen. 
gberri~ and in various partl of the Camaue and Central In~ 
u well as in Bengal, but it docs not "COUT in the Ma1ab.r eo... 
It is oreaeionally found in grassy or bushy ground. and Buchanan 
Hamilton 8tat~" ie to live in thicker.. of Hugl. grus (r."pM 
elephantilw), near ViUa)!6S where small grains are &Own; but more 
frequently it occurs near cultivated ground. affecting mangoo grov6I, 

or pntches of treo jun~le. It build" in tharuy busha" ohiefty 
about flcltl s, and lIlakes a large nest of very fine grass, or not 
unfrequently of the flow. ring tuhs of some Sacclt",.um, which I 

have often been it conve,rillg: to its nest; nnd 1 have alway. round 
the nest solit 'I'Y, conlr.,'y to )lr. La.\'urd'lI ubservntlons, who nate. 
that he has seen thirty OJ' forty nesls m one tree, and thaI in ODe 

instance he found one tltructurc containing several nests. The 

eggs, of course, ale pure fleshy white, llSusIly four to J!ix in number. 

At Tbayet-myo I found it building ill a hole in the lhntch or my 
bungalow. Blyth states that this !.lin'!, which is very commonty 

caged, IS known in Bengul as th\) Nutmeg .bird from the peculiar 
mouling of its breast. 

The nearly allied J1. pllnctularia (" i~oTia of T('mminck), occur. 

in thP. Malayan provinccs. 

700. Munia. pectoralis, JEB"ON. 

Spermeatel, JERDON, Suppl. Cal. 173 bis. 

THe RUFOUS·BELLum MUNJA.. 

Dncr.-Hel1d, neck, and back, brown, the shafts of the feathert 

pale; upper tail·coverts dark brown, tho feathers tipped with 
Rlistening yeUow; wings and tail dark brown; face, forehelld, 
&hroa1., and b£eu" da,rk brown, I~rongly contraeting with tbe Bidet 
oC the alek; lower part.s from the breast, reddish-fawn colour; 
under tail:DOTe,iS dark hrown wiLh pale sha.fts . 

.Bill plumbeous; legs plumbeous brown; iridt" dlUk brown ; 

~ .. ilrcb.; wing ~h; tail 113 ; tal'lU' A. The oeDk'al 
IoiI r-... .. ~1 loa",," tAon 1M _ pm. 



.. 
nu. tpecie. occun oaly. that I h .... e oblteM'ed. in Wynaad aDd 

Coorg; but mOlt probably may be (ound .U along the cre.t of 
\be Western Ghat.e. I rfJund it Maoejating in emall flocl", iII bu.eby 
aDd jungly ground neliT rice ut.Jd,. 

A nearly allied .pecit!1 Jf. Keldarci Blyth, oceun in Ceylon. 
with the lower part.. from the breut. muttled black and dull 

wbite. 
The three next IpecieJ bave the tail feathere Bucce.eively more 

elongated. 

701. Kunia £triata, LINNEUS. 

Loxia, spud LINN.£us-BLYTH, Cat. 628-HoBSF" C .. t. 779-
Frin&;iIIa leutonota, TEMM. PI. CoL 500, r. l-SrxES, Cat. 111-
JEBDON, Cat, 173-Slialwri ",'mill. lieng. 

THE WHIT II.·BAcu:n MONIA. 

DHe,..-Plumage above rich dark browlI, deepest on the head, 
and the feathers while shafted j rump v,'bite; tnil sImon black; 
beneath rrom chill to brclist un irollil (Ieep hlackish brown; helly. 
AMnk. and vent white i under raiI-eoverLi lind thi:;h-col'eru brown. 

Bill bluish i lew~ d.lrk sluly i irid~s brown. Length 4, inches i 

win,::: 21'11' i tail Iii. The Jnlddle tail feather! exceed thtt uult:.tllo!!t 

by nearly h:.lf un inch. 
Thia a1'ecies is mosl "bunda.nt in the Malabar coaat, where it i8 

oeeuionaiJy to be secn in \'ut floeklS feeJing in the rice field,. It 
alao occu~ sparingly in other paTta of Indi&, in the Northern 
Circaf'l, in bwer Bellj!IlI, AUllkan, and Ceylon; but it replaced in 
the lower Himalayat, and throughout the Burmese pruvince, by the 
next 'pedes.. It is IIlto st uted to occnr in .lalla. 

In M.lllbar it is a famih.r bird, luting constantly seen on the 
ro~d .ide, about houses, nnd in &t:lble yal'ds i and i, builds in 
gardena and orchard!, solitari ly, muking Il lsrge 100Icl, eonmucted 
neat of grass. .. daying four or five wbite eggs durin,: ,b. rllina. 

702. Kunia &cuticauda, HODGSON. 

AI. Ru. XIX, 153-Ho1t.SF., Cat, 778-M. molu~ .pad 
BLUR, Cat. 626-S...,. ... pA., Lepeh. :s ... pnJ, Sho<. 



... 
To Hnu,LAu.N MUNIA. 

~m'.-AboTe decp brown, Mackish on the forehead and silies 
of the race, all the feather~ white shafted; rump white; upper 
tail-coverts LI..ek., tip "ed b,own; tail deep black; throat and 
breast Lrown black, the throat ulmon black. the (ellthers of the 
breast pale-shafted, and v-i,h whitish edges (mOle or lMS); b .. Uy 
duD white, with narrow hastate mllrks of .Iusky brown; under tail· 

covert! ILIld thigh-covel h bro,VD; th!.; lining of the wingt 
bulL 

Bill and legs slaty blllc; i"ides dark brown. LenS!th 41 inches; 
extent 61; wing 2; tail If; the me,iilll tuil fl'ailiers are mUl,h 
elongated. exceedin)! t~c outermost Ly i Inch. 

ThiEl species, which differs chiefly from the lust in the lower parw 

being lineolated, in 1'1"ce of pure wJlile, i! found , within our 
province, only in the Himalayu; bnt ex!ctld. into Assam, parte 
of Burmall and Malayanl; and is perhaps identical with the -"irds 
&aid to be from the ~fo J ucc,Js, nnmed L rrw/uccd, Lin., and figured 
PI. En!. 139 f. 2. 

III the Sikhim HilJlalaya, it ascends to at lellst 5,000 feet, and i. 
tolerably abundant near cultivated lands. Its nest is of the 
uaual structure, l:lTge and 100, .. ly mllde (lr fine grllss, and there 
are ~eneral1y the or six white e~gs, ] found if far from rara 
on the I<hasia Hills, whellce it hlld not been previously 
!lcnt, and it 1'1'0bahly will be found aU throug:h the int.ervcrUng 
country '0 Mergui (where Blyth ol, tained it), in ~uitable 

localities. 
The next species has the central tllil fe ,thers still more lengthen

ed, and Sykes made it the type of hi~ genus UJnchllra, but-, .. 
already seen, there is a regular gradation in thia reapeet. 

103. Mania Malabarica, LIN ... :u •. 

Loxia, apud LINNMUs-BLYTR, Cat. 630_Hour., Cat. 77d
J,UtD IIl1d SELBY, lit. Orn 2nd !er. pI. 34-Lox. bico)ol', TJClu.LL, 

-I.onchura t:neet, SYlLZS. Cat. 110-JnooN, Cat. 174-CMnJG, 
B. in the North-ClMt"!UlN, in the N. W. P. -Piddori ill Southern 
aDd CemnJ India-&MfI'tmia, Beng,--7mlAllllll'i. TeL 



BlaDi 01' QfDU. 

TUB PLA.IN BROWN MUl!IlA. 

1latr'.-UppeT plumage pale earthy brown, elighlly ruretoent 

QU th. bead, and duker tuwa,·ds the forehead; "ing! a.nd t4Ul 

bhckiab: tIle tertiaries Ili~htly bordered witb whiti sh at Uleir 
tl'01Ict.ted tips ; upper tail-('()I'erts white, edged with black uter
n&1ly; chukll and lower pam white. tinged with pale earthy brown 

on the !anks, which sometimes have lome faint orOl8 ray •. 

Bill plumbeous ; legs li\·id ('arneous; irides deep brown. 

Lenp;th 5 inches ; will I; 2t; tll.iI2. The central tail-feathers are 

much elongated, being f inch longer than the ontellDost pair. 
Thi~ rlai n ClJlou red j\ lunia is found throughout India, not 

enteri ng lh e> hills, nor extenrling to t.he countries towurds the 

east, but yc.ry almndant in SiL\(lh ann the Punjab. It alsi) ocr.urs 

in Ceylon. It frcqu .. n ts uushy jungles, hedgerows, thickets near 
cultivation, :lOd grol'cs of trees, often entering garden", and is 

to be mct with, in the !louth and in C~ntral India, ncar every 

villa~e j it iM morc rare in Malah:n and othE'r well-wlood ':d dis
tricts, and gcner..llly so indec{i in forest cou ntry. Liko all [he 

others it a~socj!l.tc9 ill s;lIaii fl ocks, and feeds on grasa seeds :l.nd 

grain!. The nest is a huge, hos~iy constructed fabric, of fine 
gru~, with an apMing at one side, whit:h, says Theobald is " aom~

umes prolong-cd moo 3. sllOrt deflected neck, partially closed by 
the elasticity of the Ion :,! spikes of grass for ming it." The egga 
are numCfOU9, &mall and whit<!. S'ykc~ look ten from one nest.; 

Burl!es& never more than six j I have usunlly found {rom 6ve to 

eight. Theob:.ld 011 one occasion took "twenty-fi ve in different 
stages of incub,ltion fro m one nest, but he has satisfactorily 

accounted for tll i9 by slLOwing that two pnir~ of birds" (if not more) 
"are frequently, if not u, ually, emploYtld in the construction of 

one nest, and thc 11'1'0 hens lay c"lIsecLLl ively in it." The -tame 
observer states that " sometimes t he nest is a simple platrorm 
of Rl"fle~ open at tllWh ontl, I'ut the gnus ends curved OVCl' 10 meet 
at &btl top, It is much to b~ doubted if the eggs found oeca
sion&Uy in October and December are of teD h~ched." With 
Mr • .Blyth, I c(\naider that the nest last deacribed Wal not intended. 

for ineubati<m. CoL Sykes statea that they "frequ.ently Yb 



.. 
posseesiOD of deserted l\elte of the Weav«·bitd; and thu lb..., 
cry of this bird is "e!Itfi. cllut, clull." uUtlred limubaneooul by 
Socks in flight." 

"This bird is very commonly tamed, and a pair," uy' Bucbanta 
Hamilton, .. always being kept in the same cage, each bird baa & 

sma11 cord fastened round its body, and Ule owner, holding ODe 

bird by the cord, throws up the other, which always retume and 
aita by its companion." 

Besides the Asiatic 8pecie~ already rererred to, there are several 
others from r.lalayana. M. maja, L. t from Malacea. and the isle" j 

M. JeITtlfJiflO6a, Latham, from Java, both with white he"d". but 
otherwise like M. f'lIb)'('mi!!ra; and M. leuco9f1, tra, Blyth, from 
Ma1acca. i. another spe:::ics. Drlllacoia, an Australian f!'roup. ill 
-.ery close t.o Mlmia in siructure and mode of coloration. The well 
kDown Jan:. sparrow, Ory=wara leucotil, Blyth, PI. En!. 3ts8, h .. 
thc bill morc lengthened thnn in All/ni", but still very thick, and 
bright cherry red, thm. Ie", ling to the next group, So ma.ny bird. 
of lhis species have escaped from engel! lit Mltdras, that, I am in-. 
formed it is to be sc!n Wild in the nei~hbourbood, 

The next birds have the biltmore slender, and waxy red. 

Gen. ESTRELDA, Swain!lOn. 

Clia,..-Bilt much more slender than in Mum'a j the culmen 
Je815 arched and flattened at the base, mOIC aompressed throGJ,!'hl)ut. 
deep red color; tail soft and graduated i feet moderate, Of atill 
Imaller size, and more dclirate conformation. 

In the (arm of their beak the Wax-LiIls, 8!J Blyth calls them, 
devi .. te towards the Finches and Linnets, 88 the Muniu do towards 
the Grosueaka. Ther~ are two Indian .epecies, onc or two in 
Auatralia, and many in Afric~ 

704. X.trelda &IIl&Ddava. L,NN.£US . 
• 

Fringilla,apud LlNlI,£US-SYJ[Et>, Cat. IO!).....JEICDOl'f, Cat. I t5 
-BLTTH, Cat. 637-HoRSII'" Cat, 766-Amadllvade F"lDcb, 
ED" .. :a:oa, Birda, PI. 355, r. I-Lal (the male), Mania (the femal.,) 
H.-rnerally called Lal tmmto- YlJJTlJjinUtNyi, Tcl.-A, __ ..a«' 
<IE .......... 



.IUII 01' nmu. 

'In RED W AX~BJLL. 

DUC'7'.-The male in full summer plumage i, mnre or Jeu 
crimlOll, darkest on the throat, breast, supen:il ia, checks, aDd 
upper tail ('overt~; tAil black, Ihl'! outer fealh(:ls more or leM 
white tipped; wings brown; .. range of minute white feathers 
bene&th the eye, 'and the wi ng. fl"lIk! and sides or brea.et, "With 
llumerous round "hite lipot!, and n few emnller specka on the 
hack; .. bdominal region infuscated ; lower tail-covert" blPck. 

Bill detlp red, the \~rper mandible black above; irides crimson; 
feet ftelhy. 1.engtll about 4 illclle~; win~ I i; t;.il1i· 

The female is olive~brown above, with the lore8 blackish, 
bounded by a whitish 8emj·cirdc below tile eye; a lew ,,·hite 
speck, occnsionally (In the back; rump and upper taiJ-conrts 
til1~ed with crimson; benCl.th paler blown, the abdomen strongly 
tinged with fuh'ous yellow; Ihc IOl\'er tail·coverts dull white. 
Tho young is hrown IIbon', pILler beneath, whitish 00 the throat 
aDd belly, tail I.lackish, nnd a few amnii white specks on the 
wingl. Af[er brcedillg the m;,le.i ti"surne, by moulting, a pluma~e 
similar to that of tile female. 

The Amaduva.d ( pur lZt:llll'l/rt' ) i!\ found throughout.U Innia, 
more rare in tho South, abundant in the ~orth. In the south of 
India, I have £een it tolerably frequcnt on the lower hilla of 
the Neilghcrric8, i\l ;\1),80re, here anti there throughout the 

C.m.tic, but IIIre ill tloe Decelln nnd the bare tahle-Iand 
gener.ny. It is more common in Centlol l ndio, and abulldant 
in Oudh and in Lower Bcn,l!nl, CX\Cllflill,!! into the lower ranget of 
the Hio,alayas, liS Wf'UIilI [0 .'HSllm and Bmlnah. 

It frequents bu~hy grountJ, !!"Ilrden~, nnd especinlly sugar-cane 
:6elds, and long grass, auocialjpb" in large flocks, except tow,rd, 
\he end or the rllin8, at which SIi:~on it breeds. The nelt U 
large, made of gran, Bnd pillred in a thick busb. or bCeUiona1ly 
in long grillS or reedl, and the t"S!g9, six . to eight in number. arc 
very sm.lI, round, and white. This species moul", twice a ye_, 
the male af~l breeding assuming the plum.ge of the female. 
Luge numbers are t.k en in ml.ny parts of the COUDtry and caged. 
The "DIale baa a pleannt little rong, and it it alao aid to fight 
with much .pm" for .,.,hieh purpose it i. kept by the native&. The 



popalar name of Amadwad wu origiDaUy appliM to lhia apeciel. 
and lb. Blyth h&8 shown that thi! word took iiS origin from. the 
city of Ahmedabad, whence it u!led to be imported into Europe in 
numben. 

A noarly allied species, E. pUJli«a, Honfield, inhahit! Java and 
ot.her Malayan isles. 

705, Estrelda formOS&, LATHAM, 

Fringilla, apud LATnAM-BLYTII, Cat. GSS-Harre 10.1, H., or 
Ilam numia-i. e., the green Munia.. 

Tm: GREEN WAX-BILL. 

D",>:r.-Above light olive-green, quills and tail du:!ky, the 
(ormer edgod with green; uencalh very pale yellow, !IOmewhat 
darker on the lower belly and undel' tai l-coverts, and with broad 
transveTS6 dashes of dusky on th~ flanks tlnd si,ics of the abdomen. 

Bill waxy red; (cet plumbeou:! brown; iride~ pale brown. 
Length barely 4 inches; wing If; tail 11· 

This very pretty little bird is chiefly found in Central India. I 
have seen it in the jungles north of Nagpol'e, on the high land 
near Seonee, on the Pachmarri t1I.nge of hills, rathcr nbundant, and 
on the Vindhian range of hills neur Mhow. It hae aleo heen £ound 
at Omerkantak, neaf the source of the Nerbudda, and in other 
parts of Central India, and I am tuld that it occurs in Oudh, and 
other parts of Northern India, in the Pindooa Di.oon according to 

Col. Tytler. It is occasionQlIy caught and caged at Karuptee. 
Sllugor, and Mhow. It associates in tolerably large flocks, with • 
low chirping note, und keeps much to the wood!!. 

Blyth indicates, flOm a drawing, a plain colored epeciee (rom 
Assam. This group is greatly develope(l in Africa. Among tho 
Eastern epeeiea especially del!ervin~ notice here, is the very beaut.iful 
Erytliruropra,ina, (rom S<lmatra and JavA, with three or four allied 
"pecies £rom the oeeanjc~:rt'gion; and there are one or two similarly 
colored Australia.n species, viz. PlHpliila Goufdi~, and another, 
which resemble ParrotE in the gaudinesa of their plumage. 

Tho remaining sub-families want. the minute Gnt primary of tho 
'wo preoediDg groups. 

2 z 



lU.~ OF fNDU .• 

Sub-ram. pAPJ!Jl.:nnf~ Sparrow •. 

Bill Rout and' .trong. somewhat tumid, .lightly eomptelled 
towuda the tip; the cul14en broad. convex; commi8lUre 
straight; wings moderate, thp first three primari~f! about equal, 
the fourth nearly as long; t&il moderate, nearly 8,uare, or vuy 
alightly forked ; tanlU' moderate; feet (ormed both (or hoppiDg 
on the ground and perching; lattral toes about equal. 

The ' PIllTJ'OWS comprise a small group only found in thtl Old 
World , none occurring in Americ:!. nor in Ausualia, and only 
one species is kno,vn in Maloyana. Thcy are social in their 
habit!, and many sJlecies evince 9. markcu predilection (or tho 
noiJ;bbourbood of man, even living in tbe midst of ctowded cities. 
They breed either in .uitnble spots and nooks in buildings, or in 

bole. of trees, and oceasiohalIy on tree.. Their nesta nre a large 
loosc mass vf grass, or any soft material, Ilsua1ly copiously lined 
with fcathers; anu their cl!gs al'e white, $peekled with dusky 
or olin: brown. Tht'J chiefly live on graiu, but will also eat 
insecl', and many reed their YOUllg chiefl, on tbo latter food. 
Their plumage is pillin, u8\1ally more or lees chesnut browD above, 
Illd tho sexes differ in some spccies, but IIOt in others. 

Gen. PASSER, Brisson. 

Syn. Pyrgita, Cuv. and Swainson. 
C/l4T.-Thosc of the ramily, of which it is die only genu •. 
There Il~ severlll types of form and colour among the Sparrow. , 

but none !O well marked as to consti tute !L distinct genua. 
Two species arc round tllroughollt tbe greater part of India. 

ono affeetin~ tllo Il('i~hbourhood of man, the other chiefly 
confined to open forests, or well wood~d qilltricts; and there are 
It few other specics with :1 limited geographical distribution in 
India. 

706. Paaser indieus. JARD. and SELBY. 
Ill. Om., p1. IlS-BLYTR, Cat. 642 -RORSP., Cat. 7Sl-P. 

domeatieu8. apud SYl':'~.s, Cat. 112-and JJ!:RDON', Cat. 176-
~, H. in tho North-Churi and Kluu cAu", H. in the South 
-CIw1'ia or Chata, Beng.-Un'.pic.lih, TeL-Adili lam hl'lm', 
T .... 



p"8sealliAL 

THB INDIAN HOUlE Suuow. 
Duer.-Male. bead abo'f'e and nape da.rk grey; a. deep chemul. 

p&wh behind the eye, widening on the nape; WiDgooOOVert.e, 
scapulars, and mantle, dark chesnut. the leapulars and back with 
brown stripes or dMhe:!; a wbite band on the tip of the lCfI8et 

eovertl; qUllla dnsky, with their outer edges rufous, more broad 
on the secondaries, and tipped pale; rump and upper tail-coverts 
u hy browl); taB dusky, light-edged; lorea, round the eye«, and 
base of the bill, black; chin, throat, aud brea~ t, "'lack; ~lI.r·covetts 
nnd !idea of the neck white; lower parts whitish, ashy on the 
sirles of the breast and Banks. 

Bill horny brown; irides light brown; legs ousky. Length 
5i to 6 inches; extent 9; wing 3 ; tail l!t. 

The female is light brown above, back and scapllla1'8 edged 
with pale rufous; a pale eye-streak, and the lower parlJ! IJullied 
white; slightly smBller than the male. 

The common Sparrow of India differs very littJe from that of 
Europe, but most systematists agree in placing it .l8 distinct. It 
chielly Jiflcrg froUl P. dQme~tlC1J6 in the greater purity of its 
colours and in the female being somewhat paler. It is lIomewhat 
~maller too than its European congener, the black of the bro .. ~ in 
the male is mOl e extended laterally, and the cheeks a.nd 8ides of 
the neck: are purer white, as are the lower paria generally. these 
being distinctly ashy in the EuropelUl Lird 

This Sparrow is generally diffused over all Indi.. from the 
Cl.:tremc south and Ceylon, tl> the foot of the Himalayas, and 
eastwards to Assam, Arrakan. ond Upper Pegu, and also to Siam, 
aceording kl "Crawford. It is less abundant on tho Malabar Coast, 
and, generally. in the very rainy districtrl, and Quilon is Baid to be 
exempt from its IIOciety, as well as that of the common .triped 
squirrel (Sciunu palt1lil.rum), two of the greatest peets of mOlt 

other Nuona. It is not found at Darjeeling, but it occurs on 
tbe N. W. HimalaY88 up to a moderate height. Out of Indi. 
we ba.ve .0 aceutlUe "ree'lrd of ita distributiqp, but it i. aid to 

oconr m Afghani.tan. 
"I'he. Sparrow buildt in !hatched roof., under the eave! of hoUlet, 

&ad ia. aimilat concealed nookt and cavi~ makiDg • Deat quite 



Bl&De or DlDU., 

like that of the Engliel, bird, and the egg. also are Yery similar, 
and mnch varied in their markings, In various pttta of India, 

and in Ceylon, the nath·es hlUlg up carthem vessels on treCII, IUld 

in -verandahs. for this bird to build in, which it does very 

.readily. 
The note of this sparrov. is quite like that of the European one, 

ana, as it familiarly enters rooms ~wbere, indeed, if allowed, it 
often breeds on the cornices of ceilings ), it is quite a nuisance in 

many parts of the country, especially during the hot wea.ther. I 
have frequently sccn it chase and capture moths in :1 room. 

707, Passer salicicoluB, VIEILLOT. 

Fringilla, apud VUtILLor.-GoliLD, Birds of Europe, pl. ISS,f. 1 

_BLYTH, Cat 6U-HoRSF .• Cat. 764-I<ringilla hispaniolenaia. 
fix)J. 

TIl~: WILLOW SrABltOw. 

Ducr.-Male, head anu back or neck clark chesnut, the feathers 

eaged paler; the mantle blackish, with cream) -white edgings to the 

feathen; rump and upper tail-coverts pale brown; shoulder of 

winp: chesnut, WIth whit(> bOlJcrs to the lesser coverts; tlle r~st of 
the wing dusky, with broad pale rufou'! blOw n edgings, and a Wh.tlllh 
bar, formed by the tip" of the :.;reater cover~<;; secondaries edged 
and tippeu whiti~h; tail du~ky with pille edging: lores, cheek!, 
and a narrow supcn·ilium, white, passing: into ashy brown on the 
ear-coverts; beneath, the chin, throat lind bre9JIt, black. some of 

the feathers l'dged whitish; rcst of the lowc.r parts sullied .. hi1e. 
the flanks and under tail-cowrtll with d'ISky longitudinal streaks. 

Length 5t inches; wing 3 ; tail 2. The female reaembles that 
or the common Sparrow, but the striation of ~he dorsal fea\bera. 
is.less strongly marked. 

This Sparrow very closely resembles the Iut, <:hieS, differing 

in the back of the male more resembling that of the female of tI!e 
common Sparrow,. and in the black of the brew being leae 
defined, and passing into whes on the ftanb. It bu only 
ooourred, within our limits, at Peshawar and ShiklrpOre; but it 
appeara to be common further weat, in Afgbaoiatan. ORt of Iadia 



it it common in the DOrth of Amca, IIprGldiDg to the 8OlIt.h er 
Europe and Wefttern Asia. It ill said to be common at Kandllbaf, 
and to build both in houses and on trees. 

f08. Passer cinn&!Dome1lB, GoULD. 

Pyrgita, spud GOULD, P. Z. S. 1835-BLYTH, Cat. 645-
HouF., Cat. 762. 

TaE CINNAMON-REA-DED SrA.llROw. 

Ducr.-Male, with the whole upper plumage, including the 
shoulder and fore part of the wings, bright cinnamon rulOUlI, 

marked on the middle of the back with black IItreRs; a amaU 
white bar on the wing, formed by the tips of the lesser coverta; 
wings dusky, the feathers edged and tipped with pale 1Irown; 
primaries pale brown at their base on the ourer webs; plumage 
beneath, and checks, yellowish, with a tinge of grey, albe.cent 
towards the vent and under tail-coverts; ehin and throat with a 
narrow central block patch. 

The female ie light brown above, with a pale supercilium, wants 
the black throat band, and is dingy brown beneath. 1.engtb 
5; inches; wing 2, ; tail barely 2. 

This Sparrow is found chiefly in the N. W. Himalayas, but 
also occurs in Nepal, nnd even in Bootan, according to Horefield. 
I never procured it in Sikbim, nor hu Mr. Blyth seen specimen, 
from Darjeeling or Nepal. Hutton says that it bret:ds at MUI

looree, and that he euspected it to build in sheds, tbough he did 
DOt .tually observe it to do so. It is chiefly a jungle bird, 
perhap'. and Adams records that it is common in Cashmere, 
and is 'eeD in Bocks, in wooded copses, and round hamlets. Ita 
chirp is atated by Button to resemble that or the COIDmOD 

Sparrow, 

709. Paaset' pyrrhonotus, BLYTH. 

J .. A. S. XIII. 946-BLYTII, Cat. 643. 

Tlu: Rt1FOU.1U.0I[~D SJ>l.llBOW • 

.o.."..-Male abo~ Ibead and ear-ooverU grey. with. chesnut 
tIIftpe hom the eye to the nape j the len of the plumage mlI'OD1le, 
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t.he f.lllen of the Lack centered dark; wings and tail dw,Y. 
the feathen pale edged; beneath sullied brownish-white; throat 

block. 
Length .) inches; wing 28; tail 2. 
This Sparrow diff'~rs from P. iJirlicuI by its ~rnllller size; the 

~p feathers are dull mar()nne instead of greyish brown; and the 
b1ack of the throat does not descend over the fore-nl'ci.; and 

bru.t. The beak and feet too are conspicuously smaller. 'It hu 
only been procured at Bo.hawulpore. in Sindh, IWd nothing is 
known of its bo.bits. It ::Ippears much to resemble P. rutilan. of 

Japan. 
The female is at present unknown. 

The next Sparrow is remarkable {()t both seses being clad alike, 

in a. plumage similar to that of the males of the prcYi,)us species. 

710. Ptl8Ser montanus, LINN..-EUS. 

Fringil1a, apud L1NNJEUt'-GOVLJ>, Birds of Europ~, p1. 184-

f. ;,I-BUTU, Ctlt.-641-Horun-·., Cat . 763. 

'1'111:. l\ofOUNTAIN SPARROW. 

Velcr.-Hflp.U nbo\'o and nape ,·inous chemut; the ~hol\lJl..r8 of 

til\! winh"; rich cht·snut ; thc back and wings rusty chesnut, with 

LllLOk streaks; rumll and upper tuil·coverts unstripeJ. )'ellow:~h· 

bro\vn ; the quills \lusky, edged with rufous, and with the outerwebll, 
lIear their base, entirely ~; two wLiti.!lh bars on the wings fonned 

by the tips of the CO\'erts; taiL dusky, narrowly edged with .ous; 
the loru, a stripe below the e),e, afl.'l the posterior edge of the 
ear-coverts, black, as are the chin nnd throat; the anterior parte 

of the ear-eol'crts, nnd the sides of the neck extending towards the 

napo. wbit.e; beneath palc uhy, albescent on the 10lOcr abdomen 
and under tail-coverts, o.nd tinged wilh (wvous brown on the 
breut, flllDks, nnd thigh-oo\"crlJl. 

Sexes alike. Leogth about 5 inches; wing 2t; tail 2. 
The Mountain Sparrow is (ound, in India, only on the Himal.yas, 

thence extending to the South·eas~ throughout Lhe hill raogea. of 

.A.IIIoDl; and finally in BlUDlloh, frOID Ram.ree in Ambo ~ 



Upper Pegu, IDUthW&r<is to Singapore and Java, frequenting the 
plaim. u well u the hills, and. in Dlany plaeea, it is the only lpeeieI 
of Sparrow found.- It is alao common in China, Afghani.tan, 

and other parts of Asia. in the North of Africa, and all through 
Europe, being found in Britain, and as rar north all Lapland)nd 

Siberia. Where it uccnrB in India, Burmab, in China, and : mOlt 
other Eutem couDtriel!, it replaucs the common Sp:artOw, building 
.bout t.he roofs of verandahs and house"" and being quite as 
familiar lUI ita better known representative, and. indeed, in Eastern 
Europe, it appears to have the same habits. I h.o.ve IceD it at 

Dujceling, where it is the only Sparrow; at Thyet·myo, where it 
occurs along with P. imlictl$ and P. ,/fatJtolu.,; Dnd in Rangoon aod 

Moulmein. I t!J voice is leu hlLNh than that of tho common Sparrow, 
and it is Dot nea.rly 80 noisy nor 80 trollhie!ome 9J!I that bird. 

Lesson, in Belanger's Voyage nux Inde!' OI·iclItwes, recorda a 
Sparrow from Southcrn India, !'sid to inhabit th(' Coromandel 

Coast, and to be common in tllo ncighhourhood of Pondicherry. 

I bave never been able to procure ii, nor do specimens exist 
in any of our Museum~. Mr. Blyth suspect! that it may be P. 
italicw; if &0 its locality is probably incorrectly given, but 

"more probably it refers to the common Indian Sparrow badly 
de8cribed." I give a brief description of it in ease it should be 

recognised hereafter. 
PASSER. PYRnnOl'TERUS, Fri,lgil16, a)lud Lcssol1. 

Size of the rommon Spllrrow.-Head and /Ieck spotless rUrOIIl! 

bro"l; the mantle bright rufous, with black central strcoks to the 

{eathln; Bhoulder deep marljlnc, bordored by a small oblique white 
line; the middle wing-covcrb black, edged with rufous and maronne, 
and the reat of the wing pale ashy externally. and brownish on the 

inner harb. of the ieather8; under part. rufous grey; the throat 
reddilh grey. with a block: patch commencing on the lower part of 
the neck; bill and tani yellowish. Female grey brown, above 

.ilky brown with central streak. to the feathers; below of a blonde. 

gnly throughou,; wings ash grey, with a white rayon the Ihoulder, 
bu\ DO mUOIUl.6." 
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P.,jltJwolw, Blyth, 1 found common at Tliytf-,.yo, in U'pper Pep, 
uaually building on thorny trees, but occasionally in verandalu. 
P.jugi/enll, Temm., from tllf' Philippines. ilUecorded by lSonaparte. 

Tbe oaly other Sparrows of Europe and A!ia not previously 
nUuded to are P. italicUl, Degt.nd (ci.talpinli" Temm.), of 
S. Europe and North Africa; and P. jagoentil, Gould, from the 
Cape de Verde l&lands. Thcre are several othet3 from Africa. 

The Dest specics has been clas!ed &!I a PWcem by Sykes, and 
llodglOn makes it the type of his genus Gym,..".u, but it scareely 
difFen, except.in its mode of coloration, from some of the preceding 

Sparro"s. 
711. Passel' lIavicollis, FRANKLIN. 

FringiUa, apud FRANKL1N-BLYTII, Cat. 649-HoR8F., Cat. 
759-JKRDON, Cat. 177-SYKE!I, Cat l07-Rtlji, H., vulgo Jmtgli 
eAuri-A rfllln. picll i/.:e, also Kandt picllike, llod Clltru/w pi.chikt, Tel. 

TnE YELLOW-NF.CKItl) SPARROW. 

De.cr.-Above ashy brown, beneath dirty or brownish white, 
more albesccnt on the vent and under tail-coverts, and ",hite on 
the chin i a yellow spot on thc middle of the throat; sllouldera 
and lauer-coverts chesnut i wings with some white marks on the 
tertiariel, and two white bands formed by the tip!! of the covet'tL 

The female merely differs in the yelIow neck-spot, and Ut'! ehea
nut on the wings, being paler than in the male. 

Bill black; iride!! brown; legs einereous brown. Length 51 
iDche!!; ')xtent 10 ; wing 3T~1i i tail 2; tarau!!lu' 

The yeUow-neckcd Sparrow i!! round over the greater part 01. 
India, but does not appear to occur in Lower Bengal. nor in t.he 
countriel to the east·",·at"d; Ind it doe!! not ascend the Hi.malayu 
to any height.. It hu not yet been observed in Ceylon. 

11 frequent!! thin forest jungle; allo groves of trees, aveDIlM, 

and gardens, in the better wooded pana of the OOQIltry. It 
lives in Imall partie!!, occasionally, during the cold weather, 
congregating in vcry large floeke; feed. on variout see~ graiu, 
and ioweT-buds, fl.D.d has much the ea.m.e manners and habit. .. 
the commop house-sparrow. It haa alao a very aimilar note. It 
bruda in holel in trees. and in lome pans of the CO\lDt.ry, in &be 



IUlllBBlZIN&. 

roofs of houses; in the hollow bamboos of the roof, and, OccaaiOD~ 
ally, in pots hung out for the purpose. The eggs Ilrc three or {Cour, 
greenish white, much streaked and blotched with purplish brown. 

Two allied species nre P. petrolliru, Linn. of S. Europe lnd 
Afghanistan, which ma.v occur in the extreme N. W. of India; 
and P. 8uPCTCllwris, A. Hay, from Afrirn, hoth of which ba\'e 
the yellow throat spot. 

Sub-fam. EMlIEUIZIN""~, Buntings. 

Bill with the upper mandible typically small~'r and more com
pressed than the lowcr, which is bwader, equal in a few i a 
palatal protubersQce in many; ('ommis~ure usunUy sinuate; tail 
moderate, even or emarRma,tc, 

The BlIntin~~ fOlln :l t'onsidcrllhlc !!ronp of birds found in aU 
pnrh of the world, c'\('cpt in Au~t rali ... mote nbullclant in temper
ate than in tropical clim{'s Some have unequal mnndible,. the 
upper one small, and furnished internnlly with a palatal knob or 
protubcranef>; whilst other'! have the mandibles nearly equal, and 
no trace of the Ilalatal knob. The ridge of the upper mandible 
is usually straight, or nearly 50, nnd the mfugim of both llre more 
or less inflected. The legs are oj mooerat(' lengt.h, and the claws 
slender They nrc not remarkable for beauty of pluma~a or rich 
colours; severnl have more or leQ9 yellow, and the hend is often 
marKed with liupereilia or mcdUlI coronal :>tripes. A few are 
crested; and, in general. the malC5 nrc brighter colourcd than the 
females. They do not appear, as a rule, to ha\'e a vema] moult, 
but, iii winter, the colours of ::OIl1C arc leS9 pure, ha.ving pale 
edge9, which wear off' towards summer; and a few do put on .. 
richer plumage in spring. They arc morc or less terrestrial in 
their habits, and build their nests in low bushes, or in tufu of 
grass. These are neat, cup-sbaped, and the egg! arc marked with 
spots and irregular streaks or datlhes. The young are said to be 
led chiefly on insects. Some speues, in winter, collect in huge 
flock .. and migrate. They have little or no song in general, and 
are leu noiIY tbaa matly other Fringillid(1J. They form, wilb two 
exoeptiOhS, • very inoonepicuoWl part of the Indian Fauna, none 
of them being permanent reaidents. Three or (our are winter 

3. 
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visitants to the plainll; and the remainder arc almost confined to 

the Himalayas and adjacent dktrict'i, one or two species only 
occurring in Assam, Rurmah. and the countries to the East, and 
nope aparently visiting tb~ Maluyan isles. They have boen sob· 
divided into several groupl<. which however r.rc not very strongly 
cbnracterized, except in the case of certain Aro.crican Buntings. 
Thoy approximate some of the Friugillina!; and the Snow Runtings. 
by their long bind claw, approach the Larks; but these arc by 
Blyth referred to the FrillgillinO!. The Indian Buntings may be 

referred to three groups: the true Buntings; the yellow Com
Buntings, or Gundams of India; and the crested Buntingl!. 

lst. True Buntings. 

Gen. E MlIlunZA. 

Dill of vilried strength, and the n1lllldiblc:, more 01' less unequal, 
.sunlly (lomewhat lengthened; ,~ings moderate or ro.ther long, 
with the 15t quill Il little ~hOl ter ~hnn the ~eeond hnd t.hird, whieh 
arc longest; tail of moderate length; the olltennobt feathers more 
or less marked with white. 

The first on the list nrc tile most typical Buntiogs, to which 

the yellow nmmer of England helongs. They arc the r,:stricted 

Em6e1'i;;a of BODIe. 

712. Emberiza pithyornis, PALLAS. 

GOULD, Birds of Europe, pl. 180-llons..,·., Cat. 72S-E. 
albida, BLYTU, J. A. S. XVIII., :md Cat. 70S-E. Icucocephala 
and E. dahnatic3, GMELI". 

'rUE WIIlTE-cnOWNlm BUNTING. 

Descr.-Top of the heud white in the male, greyish in the femAle; 
upper parts rufeliccnt brown, with central dark·brown streaks., 
nearly wanting on the back of thc neck ; rump alld upp...'f taU-coverts 
cinnamon·rufous, edged with pale brownish; wings and tail dusky 
brown, edged ycllowi~h, tUld the two outer tail-feathers with a 
patch of white on th(> inner web, largest on the outer feathera; 
beneath, the chin, thront, and a moustachialline, arc dark rufou. 
with pale edgingtl, and there is a triangular patch of white on the 

middle of the throat; car-co\ erts pale brown; breut and side. 
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or abdomen rufous, with pale edgings, and the middle of .bdOIDeD, 
of vent, and the lower tail-coverts white with Il few streah. 

Length 6 to 6j inches; wing 3~; tail 3 ; tarsus f. 
This is a typical Bunting, vcry like E. citrinella, but the yello,. 

replaced by white. It has been only found, in India, in the N. W. 
Himalayas. Huttou found it on the Tyne range, beyond Simla, 
and Dr. Adams in the same locality ; and it has also been procured 
Deaf Peshawur. It is a Dative of Siberia and Northern Asia, in 
summer, occasionaDy str&ggling into Eastern Europe. 

The nest birds have the bin weaker, with the mandibles less 
unequal, and the palatal knob smollcr. They constitute Kaup's 

genus Cia. 

713. Emberiza cia, LINN":US. 

GOULD, Birds of Europe, pI. 179-BLYTD, Cat 719-11oRSF., 

Cat. 729. 

THE WUITE-DItOWED BVNTINo. 

De8cr.-Abovc rufcst:cnt brown with black central streaks, 
brighter on tho rump and tail-coverts, which nrc unst;caked ; crown 
black, with a pale medinn line, and :l broad white supercilium; 
a. bla.ck line through the eye round the pnle car-coverts, meeting 
aDother, from the base of the low('r mandible; cheeks and chin 
greyisb white, passing into palo a;,h grey in the neck, throat, and 
br~st, with obsolete dusky spots on the front of the neck; the 
rest beneath ruddy brown ; wings dusky, edged rufesctnt; the 
two outcr tail-feathers chiefly white. 

Bill dusky plumhcousj legs light fleshy yellow, Length 6f 

to '1 inelle!; wing 3t; tail 3i ; tUTS~ i· 
The female has the head and Jower parts moro wealdy and 

dully colored than in the male; the crown and breast are more 
or less streaked and spotted witb dusky; and, in BOme. there il 
icarcely a trace of grey on the crown. In winter the colora 
are leta pure; with lIomewhat rufous edgings to the coronal 
feather&, and a ttoge of the lame on the grey necL 

This 'Well known EUrOpf:aD Bunting has beeo killed near Simla, 
.nd appears oot very rare in the N. W. Himalaya. It ~~ 
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throughout most of Western and Northern Asia, It is said to 
ncede in low bushes, and the eg~s arc l'Ihitish, with delicate black 

lines. 

714. Emberisa Stracheyi, MOORF. 

p, Z. S. 1855, pI. 112-HOItS}'. , Cat. i30-BLrrll, Cat. p. 337. 

'filE WIIITE·NECKED BUNTINU. 

Dl8Cr.-Allit'll to E. cia; differs in havillg the markings about the 

head more broadly dcyc1oped,lmd of a cleeper black colour, and 

form in" three ''I''ell defined black bars, as seen b.terally; in the 
o 

throat nnd sides of the neck being whiter, a11d :l~hy on the front of 
the neck only; the hrea\t, and the rest of the under parts being 

uniform brigllt rufous-hrowll, which eolour is also prominent on 

the back, anti c~pecia\!y un tile sC:lpui::m, rump, and upper tail

covert!:. 
l.cngth aoout G ind)~~s; wing 31 ; tail 3; tars\\s i. 
This specic~ ha.:. hecr> killed in Kumllon. The chief differences 

from cia, arc the whiler chin :mu thruat. 

E~mBnlzA <':IOIDEi-I, Temm., j, recordell by Adom3 to be 

common in the luwer ranges of the N. W. Himalayas. It is said 
to differ from E. cia, by the shorter wing and more wstinct 

rollrkin~" . . \uum'i· Uiru, i'l l'robably the same a'i til(; Iu!>t bird; but 
Teuuwnek's spl·cics was ol'i:;inally uC3cl"iued from Japan, is said 
to uccur in Chinn, anJ may abu be found iu the Himalayas. 

The next group is tlmt of the Eu ropcun Ortulan, and some 

nearly llffin':ll ~pecics of Northern India, and probably uf Central 
Asia, which Jiner by II. peculiuf mode of coloration, anJ, in their 

structure, approach the Africnn group named FrilJ!fiUaria. They 
are the G1!Jc!}lIpi::a, of Kaup. There j~ eunsiderable confusion 
about the first tW\J "peeics, aud I shull fpllol\' Horsfield's nomen

clature here, IlS there arc not sufficient material! at lny disposal 
for a thorough cxnminalion of these birds. 

715. Emberiza hortulan&, LINN"'"S. 
GOULD, Birds of Europe, pI. 176--BLYTU, Cat. 715-HoRSF., 

Cat. 7M-E. Buehanani, BLl"TlI, .1. J\. S. XIII. 957 (not XVL 
180)-JanVQnal"O, IIind. 
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'l'n" ORTOLAN BUN'IlNG. 

Dt8cr.-Whole head, neck, and breast, grey, with a green cast; 
a pale yellow streak from the basc of lower mandible, and a broad 

central stripe of the same colour down the chin and tbroat; upper 

pact.<! rufeseent brown, with dark central streaks; wings and tail 
dingy brown, pale edged; the outer tail-feathers with a largo patch 
of white on tJle inner web; br:neath, from the breast, ferruginous, 

paling posteriorly. 
Bill reddish; fect fleshy yellow. Length 51 to 6 inches; wing 

3i ; tail 2k· 
The Ortolan of Europe, CODl)iaered by H orsfield identical with 

Blyth'g ~pceics, formerly Ramed by him E. Bl1C1lQlIani, is recorded 

to have been occasiollully found in Western India. It is wen 
known in the sOl.r.th of Europe, where they aTe caught in great 
Ilumbers, fattened for the taolt', llnd considered a great delicacy. 

1n India the social lark (calwldrl'lIa bracll!Jclactyla) and the 
Py""uiuuda fJritca IlTC popularly called Ortolans. 

The next bird has thc bill somewhat stouter and larger. 

71G. Emberiza Huttoni, BLYTH. 

J. A. S., XVIIC., tl ll-lloR8I-'., <"':ut. 7J5-E. Buchanani, 

BLYTH, J, A. S., XVI., 7HO. 

TilE GI:J,Y-NlcCKI.W BUNTING, 

DC1cr.-Nenrly allied to J:.;. /wrtt/lalla, lout liilfering in colour, 

having the head, neck, throat, anti intcrscapubrie8, greyish, without 

ma:ks. but a few traces of strintion on the lower par~ of tho 

back; orbital feathers whitish; ~"npnlarics, forepart of wing, and 
margins of tJlC CO"{'ft~ o.n(1 terliaries of the same pale rufoUll buff 
&8 the entire lower parts, from the breast inclusive, which ill similar 

to that of the abdominal reg-ion, only, of B. IlOrtllla'la, 
Bill reddish; feet palc fleshy brown. Length 6 inches; wing 

3l; tail 3; tarsus J. 
From the N. W . Himalayas; fl")und in winter in flocks near 

shingly and stony hills. Hutton found it at Candahar in lIummer. 

It does not appear certain whether thi.IJ, or the preceding species, is 
Syk.es' E, luwbJQfICl. Cllt. 102; no specimen of which &ppeart to 
emt. in the Mll8eum E, 1. C. H., but it Wall moat probably t.hia 
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lpecies, or perhaps E.fucata. Mr. Blyth states that I sent a speci. 
men of tbe present bird to him as my No. 181 , which I must have 
confounded with that spc('ic~. If this was the case, it mukes it 
morc probable thnt the present- Wll.~ Sykes' Ortolk.n, sDd in this case 

it is probably u. ru.rc straggi<:l into 'V estern India 
In tlIe next three the bill is still smaller and more. compressed. 

717. Emberiza spodocephala, PALLAS. 
E. mclllDOpS, BLYTH, J. A, S. XIV. 554, and Cat. 716-E. 

ehloroccphala of Nepal, J. A. S. XV. 39-E. iJcrsona,tu, TEN-H. 
P. C. 580 ~ 

TilE BLACK-}'AC.ED BUNTING. 

burr.-Head, neck, and brenst, dull green, faintly streaked with 
dusky 0:1. the crown; lores, chill, :lnd fcnth!!rs at the base of lhe lower 

mandiblt>. black; belly and lower tail·coverts sulphur yellow; flanks 

greenish, with dusky strcaks; !:Icapt-lars and interscapula:s greenish 
fufcscent, black ~treakcd; wings bbcki~h. m3gcd tufcscent; rump 
plain rufcsccnt-grcenish; tail dusky, outer fcathcrs, with the ter
minal two-thirds white, al~o about a third of the inner web of the 
next one. 

Bill dusky, lower mandible whitish; legs pale. Lcr.gtb 6 
inchos ; wing:!~; tllil:!~; bilL:J.t front 177] ; tarsus~. 

This l3unting hM been found rarely in Nepal, and extending 
through the hill ranges of Assam aud Sylhct into '1'lpperah. It 
appellJli to curre~poud better to the cleseription of Pallas' apodo. 
cepllula than to persQ1tatn, which has the whole under parts yellow, 
bUl they arc perhapl' the same bird. The formce is !:laid to be an 
inhabitant of Nurthem Asia, the latter of J apan, and Swiuhoe says 
that E. ~r8QlIata is tIll! commoncst winter Bunting in China_ 

718. Emberiza Stewarti, BLYTH. 
J. A, S. XXIII, 215-E. canicepll, GOULD, Birds of Asia, 

pt. VI., pi IG-HoRs}'" Cat. 736. 

:rUE 'VUlTE-c .... rPED BUNTINO. 

Ducr.-Male, crown greyish-white; lores, a broad line plWing 
over the eye to the nape, and the throat, black; cheeb and 
car-ooverts white; back, scapularies, rump, and upper tail-coverta. 
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deep reddish-chesnut; wing-coverts dark brown, edged with 
buffy brown; wings brown, nattowly edged with greyish white i 
the central tail feathers blackish bro"'"ll; the two outer on et.eh side 
blackish brown at the base, and white for the remainder of their 
length, with the exception of the outer web, which is browo; the 
whole under surFace creamy whiw, crossed on the chest by a broad 
band of lively chesnut rt:d. 

Bill and feet fleshy brown. Length 43 inches; wing 3i ; tail2ii 
tarsus h. 

The femaht has the whole upper surface, wings, and tail, pale 
olive-brown, with a streak of dark brown down the centre of cach 
feather; a slight tinge of rufous on the upper tail-coverts; under 
surface palc' bt1fTy brown, streaked with dark brown. 

This Bunting is said by Adams to be common in Cashmere in 
fields, ncar the mountains, with the habih of the yellow Bunting. 
It ""as nlso found by Dr. Royle in the N. W. Himalayas, and in 
the Salt riUlge of the Punjab by Stewart. 

719. Emberiza. fucata, PALLAS. 

PALLAS, Zoog. Ross. As. pl. 46-GouLn, Dinls of Europe, pl. 
l7S-BLYTH, Cat. 717-HoR8:t·., Cat. 741-E. lesbia, apud 
TEldldINcK-E. cia, apud JEDDON, Cat. 181-Puttlt!4T-chilta, II. 

'1'1IE GREY-UEADJW HUN'fING. 
DUCT.-Above, head and neck Jarki~h i:;rcy, with some darker 

mesial streaks; scapulars, back, and rump, Jeep rufQus or rufe~cent 
brown, also streaked with black, cxcept on the rump and upper 
tail-coverts; car-coverts deep rufou~ j a whitish supercilium; wings 
and tail dark brown, broadly edged with reddish fawn colour; and 
the outer feathers of the tail partly white on their inner webs; 
throaf.t foreneck, and breast, greyish white; a narrow black streak 
from each corner of the gape, widening as it descends, and forming 
a gorget wi.th. the opposite one; belo,v this wbitc; then an interrupt. 
cd pectoral band of rufous; and the belly whitish, tingcd with 

rufoull on the OW" and sidca of vcnt. 
Bill duaky reddish; foot dirty yellow; irides dark brown. 

Leng\h 6i inches; wing 3t; extent 10; tail 21; tarlu8!8 j bill 
at front barely y\-. 
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In some specimenll We protonl band is more or less irnpedect, 
consisting chiefly of spots, nml. the sides of the abdomen are 
streaked with brown. III thf' roold weather the maj ority of birds 

want the mesial stH~:lk s to the feathers oj tIle back, the blad, lines 
from the sape, and tlw blJ>.:k pt:ctorul band; aJ"lthc lower parts 
are uniformly whilisll·cincl'coul', tinged with rufous on the tbroat 
and breast, and passing into reddish-white or flilvous posteriorly. 
The 4shy of the head and neck, too, has a fulvous tinge. The 
female is said by Blytb to want the cinnamon-colored band, and 
the colour~ to be gCIICf3lly dulle t', 

This Hunting appears to be spread !,paringly through Northern 
and Ceutral Inuia, in the cold weather. h has bc~n foum] in 
Benga!, ncar Calcutta. r')cc:.Isiollally, in some Jeasom occurring rather 

plentifully; algo in Nepal, llnd the Vc]ml Dhoon ; nod not uncommon 

about Simla and :-' Iussoorec. I have ~een it at Jalna in the Dcccan, 
at Mhow IIIlJ Sallgor, tlnd n l~o near ~ilgpore. In m('st of tl lese 

Ca5eg it was fl'c(J lI cutiJ\~ rocky nnd bushy hills in small parues; 
and I occnhionally Ml lV it in the fields, neal' hedges and trees. 

] ts IIindust:llli namt', \\' llich menns stOrtc-gl'llzer, is given from 

being seen SO much about reeks and stones; and I sec that 'Bueh. 
Hamilton applies the !;.JJlle Illlme to anothcr ll tmtillg. Out of 

India it appears to bc an inh:lbitant of {\:ntrul Asia, visiting the 

south of Europe occasionally, alH! common in Greece and the 
Crimel.l. Swinhoc records it as frequenting standing cornfielC:!~ in 
China. 

Tho next birJ: the last of our true B untings, difters somewhat from 

the others, cnd has reeeivcli distinct generic rank rrom Hodgson. 

It hus the bill very IlCutc anu pcrfeetly eonie, culmen and gonya 
being equally sU'aight, and there is no palatal knob. It somewhat 

resembles E l1Ib. Jcha:niclllJ, of Europe, the type of Cyltc!tramU8, 
Kuup. 

720. Bmberiza PUSU)e., PALLAS. 

ZooI. R09S. Asiat. 2, pI. 47, f. I.- E. sordida, HODGS., J. A. S. 
XIII. p. 958.-0cyris oinopus, HODOSON.-BLYTB, Cat. 118-
HORSF., Cat. 742. 




