
THE n".AV BONTDiO. 

Ducr.-Male, above streaked with black, rufous, and grey4 
brown, most rufous on the back and scapulars, supercilium pale 
rurescent, with a broad black line above; cars., nnd IIpot on the 

nape, rufous ; 'Wings dusky, edged with n,ddy olive; tail dusky, 
with a broad oblique whitelino on the outer feathers, and a narrower 
one on the penultimatc ; beneath, whitish, with a dusky throat-band, 
dusky streaks on the breast and flanks, and tWr) dusky lines on the 
chin, which meet thc throat-band. .. 

Bill horny; legs p~lc f1esby brown ; irides brown. Length 
5t inches ; wing 21; tail 2t ; bill at front. !; tarsus i. The 
female is dull olive grc('nish, with a rufous tinge ; wing-coverts 
tipped whitish; beneath wllitish-yeIlow, sullied on the breallt, and 
streaked on the fl anks and sides of the fore lleck. 

This small Bunting is fou nd throughout the whole extent of 
the Himalayas, during th e winter. I procnred it at Darjceling; 
Hodgson in Ncpal ; and j\ dam .. in the N. W. It frequenu 
bare spots of ground with low bushes, in ~m!lll flocks. Adams 
says that it has tI,e hbit .. of n Hcopole. Quite recently I 
shot one near I(olnssee, in the P llrncuh d istrict, frequenting 
grass and bushes ncar a Bmall river, nnd, 1\9 it is not a bird 
likely to be remarked, it, will probably be found in Bimilar placae 
throughout the plains in the NQrth of Indin, during the cold 
weather. 

It is 8Jl inhabitant, in summer, of Northern and Central A!ia, 
and bas been killed in Europe. Swinhoc saw it in occaeional 
flocks in China, during winter. 

2nd.- Y eHow Corn-buntings. 

Gen. EU8PIZA, Donap. 

Ch4l".-Bill suong, sub-eonic, with the mandibles about equtJ, 
and scarcely a trace of a palatlll knob ; wingll and tail rather long, 
finn. 

These Bunting' mit varioull parts of India in large flocks. 
dwiDg the winter, and are very destructive to the crops of grain. 
The two molt. typiclll ipccies have no white on the outer tail-1_ .... 

3. 
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721. BuapiJa melanocephala, GMELDI. 
Emberizllt apud Gan:LIN-Sl"'KE8, Cat. lOl-.lERDON, Cat. 

179-GOVLD, Birds of Europo, pI 172-E. simillima, Burn, 
J. A. S. XVIII. Sil -BLYrn, Cat. 708 nnd 709-HoRSF., Cat. 
737-Gandam, 11. 

TUE BLACK-HEADED BUNTING. 

Df'Icr.-Who)c head, including the car-coverts, black, the 
feathers generally (i. e. in winter) edged light brown, this dis
appearing towards spring; back and scapulars rich chesnut, 
pusing to yellowi~h on the rumt> and upper tail-covert, the 
feathers being cdged with bright yellow; wings .and tail brown, 
with pale edgings to rul the featheN; beneath, from the chin to the 
vent, bright yellow, pllSsing behind the ear-coverts to the nape; 
the side of breast chcsnut, continuous with the color of the back. 

Lellgth 7. to 8 inches; win!; 3lt to 4; tail3 ; bill at front fn ; 
tarsus ltr. 

The hlack·hcaded Bunting is found in India, only in the 
North-westel'n Provinces, most abundant in tho Deccan, and 
thence extending to the Upper Provinces of Hindustan. II makes 
its appe:nancc in the Deccan u~ua.lly about the end of November; 
is fount! in imrnen~e Hocks, and is very destructive -to the crO~8 

of Jowaree, and othcr grains. It )caves early in March, aitd 
ccrtlliuly docs not breed in any part of India. It is a wcll known 
bird in Asitt. Minor, and the South-cast of Europe, and is 
occasionally killed in France and Germany. Tristram states that 
it breeds in Gorfu, frequenting brushwood on hill sides, and hu 
an agreeable 8ong. Drummond remarks that it builds often in the 
stump of an old vine, and that, in Crete. they seem to be con6ned 
to certain localitics where they breed. 

Blyth WlUI misled by a small specimen to separate it from the 
European species, and Horsfield has followed Blyth in making it 
distinct. Thill latter naturalist now admits its identity with the 
European bird. 

722. iluspiJa luteal&, gPAMMAR. 

BLYTH, Cat. 7l0-HORSF., Cat. 738-E. iet..erica, En .. 
Gen. Bir lis, pI. 91-E. brunnicepe, BRANDT-E. 
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pueonata, apud BLYTH (olim)--G<oodao, H. m Cellini lDdia. 
-DalcAidi, Sindh-PGcM jinuwa!l~ Tel 

THE RED-UEAD.D BUNTING. 

Ducr.-The whole head, neck, and breast, rich chesnut; back 
and acapulars yellowish or greenish-yellow, with dar~ brown 
strire; rump a..nd upper tail-coverts Jeep yellow. faintly streaked; 
quills and tail brown, the cuverts and secondariea broadly edged 
with pale whity-brown; quills and rectrir.es narrowly edged with 
the same; beneatb, from the breast, including thl3 sides of the 
neck, rich yellow. 

Bill pale fleshy yellow; legs brown; irides brown. Length 
nearly 7 inches; wing 3i ; tail barcly 3. • 

The young, and perhaps the females also, want thc rich ehClmut 
liead and brea::t of the adult male; the general colour is brownish 
above. fulvous beneath, passing to yellowish on thc rump, and on 
botlJ upper and lower tail-coverts. 

'fhe Red-headed Bunting is fou nd in "arions parIs of India, but 
locally distributed. llcginning from the South, I havo I!loon it 
rarely in Coimbatorc, in Mysorc, Cuddapah, IlJld the edges of the 
Eastern Ghats. Mr. Elliot obtained it abundant at Dharwar; I 
saw it ncar Nagporc. (\lld tolernbly abundant at Mhow and Sauger; 
but I never obtained it, nor. S&\v it, that I am 9,warc of, among 
the thouBands of .tJ. melanrx:epllala, that yearly vj~it the corn-fields 
about Jalna. Mr. Blyth has obtained it (raID Central India, 
and from the Upper Provil,lces, und it 09cur8 algO in Seinde and 
the Punjab, dwing the harvctt season, but never in the Hitnalayu. 
Out of India it has been found in Affghanistan and other pana of 
Central Asia, but not in 'Vestern Asia., nor in Europe. Like the 
last, it is only a cold weather visitant to India, but does not, in 
general, appear in the vast numbers that E. me/a1WCephQ1G does in 
the Deccan i yet I have observed considerable Rocks near Baugor, 
aud seen them netted there. This' Bunting prefers cultivated 
land, with bwb jungle near, to which it can retreat during the 
middle of the day, and it is also frequently seen about hedge.. 

It .ppean tG breed in Mfgbani!tao, for Hutton Bays-It arrival 
M CMtd ..... &be beginaing of April, and depana in Iut.nmn Adame 
.... tbM it hal 9. sweet and melodious lOng. 
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The next species differs from the type or the preceding two by 
having the outer tail·featbcr3 marked con!opicuowly with white, and 
perhaps might be rankp.d with the true Buntings j but, in its mode 

of coloration, and its morc c.denslvc mi;trations, as well as in the 
strong beak, it re~embl('s ti le la~t two, whiclt it thus appears to 

represent in Eastern India. H orsfield and BOllafarte both chw 

it in EIUpi::a; Cnbanis lIepamte3 it as HY/JUC;&I!trw. 

723. Euspiza aureola, PALLAS. 

Emberi zal apud P ALLAS, Zoog. Ross. As. pl. 50-GOULD, 

Bird. of Europe, rl. 174-ELYTn, Cat. 711-E. Havogularis • 

• OLELLAND, P. Z. S. 1839-llLYTIJ, Cat. 712, the femalc
PaaeeriDa eollaru, VIEILLOT. 

THE DnOWS·JlEAD£D ]It ·NTINO. 

Dutr.-In winter plum:lge, aUovn dfl rk mlUonne ·brown, blackish 
on ,he llcad and intcrsco.pulaTs · tJ.c feathers c<:lgcd lighter on 

the back, rump, wing~, and tail ~ e:u-rovcl'ts mixt:d yellow and 
grey; eyebrow, chill, tlll'{':lt, L{ca~ t, and Lolly yellow ; primariell, 

and tail, dar!: brown ; a l:lr~e white )o,po~ on the lesser wins-coverta, 
and a white edging to the luwer wing,co\'crts; the two outer tai l

leathers, with a witle oltlitille pa.tt;h of white, occupyin~ the greater 
part or fclLther:i; th~ l\C),.~ W i.tl< II na! [Ow p.\t.ch ou t1\ C mncr web 
close to the sbaft. I n hUlIlHlCr there i ~ 11 uark brown collar round 
the tbroat and uppel' part of the ur('as!, lind the f1an klll1TC brownish; 

the forehead, facc, cllr-cu~crl$ and cbin abo become black. 

The fcmnIe i3 light ru fe~cellt-brown above, the eye-brows and 
plumage Lt'ne:llh fuhuulI yeUvw, paling posteriorly. 

Length about t) inches; wing 3, ; tail 2t. 
'I'hi! Bunting, au inhabitant of Sibcrill. anu Central. Asia, in 

winter straggles sparingly into Nepal and the S. E. Himalayu, 

but is moro abuntlllnt in Assllm, Tippcra, and llurma.lt. It avoids 

Bengal and the plaine of India. h is occasionally found in 
Europe. SwiDhoe found it in China in flocks, in au~umn, feeding 
on the ripening com. 

Emb. rutila. PaUall, of Northern Alia, wulate1y found by Mr. 
Bl.t.nford in Upper Burmah ; and the~ two appear to be the only 

lluntingl found in Uurmah. 
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SnI.-Crestod Buntings. 

The next and last Bunting differs remarkably in its black 
plumage, and crested head. 

Gen. MELOPHUB, SWain80D. 

CJUJr.-BiH. compresscd, \vith the upper mandible slightly 
notehed near the tip; wings rather short; tail even; hind claw 
slightly lengthened; hcad with an erectile frontal erest; otherwise 
as in Eu'piza. 

This genus differs but slightly in structure from Euspiza, hut 
the coloration is so remarkable, that I shall here keep it aI a 
distinct type. In its habits, too, it differs, never IUIsociating ip. 
large flocks, and chiefly frequenting hills and ravines. Bonaparte 
places it among the crested Buntings of America, all does Gray 
in hie List of Genera. 

724. Melophus melanicterus, GII"LIN. 

Fringilla, apud GliELIN-JKRDON, 2nd Suppl. Cat. 182-

HORSF., Cat. 743-EuspizlI. LathlUDi, GXAy-BLYTO, Cat. n3-

Emb. cristata, VIGORS, P. Z. S., IS31-SYKES, CaL l03-E. 
8uhcristata, SYKES, Cat. 104 (the fcmale)-E. erythroptcra, 
JAR». and Snn¥, Ill. Orn, pI. 132-E. nipalensis, HOlJOSON

Path"r chirto, H. 
TOE CRESTED DL.\CK BUNTING. 

De,cr.-Male--Thc whole body, with crest, gloasl tlue black j 
WingB and tail dark cinnamon, with dUBky tips; tail·COVert!l at 
their bue black and cinnamon. 

Bill fleshy brown; legs red brown; irides dark brown. Length 
6, inches j extent 10; wing 3!; tail2f. 

The temalc is dusky brown above, the feathers edged light 
olive brownieh i beneath ruCescent white. or pale brownish tuI
veecent, with dosky etreaks; quilh and tail don and paler cinnamon 
tha.u in the male. dusky in~rnll11y, and on the central t&i1 feather&. 
She is a little amaller, and the Cleat not 80 highly developed. 

The Crened Black Btlnting is found on cbe H~1as. e.r.tend· 
ins iuto Central ~ Southern India. I have teen it a& Mhow, 
aIIKI!DI the Vjndhian HiJj, 'S -'t Saugor, and on the banks ot dre 
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Nerbuddah; abo in the Nagporc country. Sykee obtained it in 
the Deccan, where he found it on Tocky and busby mountains. I 
found it in aimilat places at Mhow and Saugof, but also ()('.caBion

ally on hedges and trees Dllar culti \'stion, not Car, however, ftom 
hilly ground. Hodgson (oWld it no betlgero'IVs ~d brushwood 
on the upland downs in winter; resorting in summer to tbe 
Northern region. and it is said to be common near Simla aBd 
}.tuuooree. ]t does not, I believe, breed in the plaiDs of 

India. 
It also inhabits Central Asia and China, and i is figured in Buffon, 

pt EnL plo 224, f. 1 as" LcMoineau de Macao." Swinhoestatcs 
that a few couple only breed in China, but that it is common 
in winter. I have had it caged, and it has a rather ple&.'lant 

chirping song. 
Many other Buntings arc found in Central and Northern Asia, 

and Europe, but Done ill the bhlayan region. Among them 
may be noticed the E Cltrlllelke (th(> yellow ammer), E. miliaria. 

E. provinciallB, E. buuz, E. cirllls, E. 8cllOmiclus. and E pyrrhu
[aide" all from Europe; the two last eomtituting the Schtl!niclw , 
of Bonap., or C!/nclHanlll8 of K aup. 

Asia. IlOS!!eS~es in addition E. cil1frea, Strickl., and E. ~"all, 

llonap., from W estern A~ia, E. elega7ls, 1'., E. chrysophr:ll, P ,,!I., 
E. lSulphurata, T., E cwide~, Brandt, (noto£ 'femm.,) and E. rU6tica, 
PIlUa!!, from Jnpan and Northern Asia. Gould haa E. ClUloniceps, 
and Swinboe E. calle8cens, both from China. The African BURtingS 
are classed under Frm[iillaria; and the American Buntings form 
ItCveral natural glOup~, very distinct from those of the Old 
'Vorld, and which appelll to grade into the Tanagers. Ooe 
species, the GulH:matriz cristalella, a beautiful crested bird, frO.1l 
South America, deserves l'Spcciol notice. 

The long-clawed or Lark-heeled Buntings, forming the genus 
PiMJtNlp/tfUltl, Meyer, are peculiar to the Northern. portiona of 
both Continents, and e"idelltly grade into the Larks. 

Tbe Tanagers, 'fA.NAGIUN..E, arc a vcry numerous group, almost 
confined to South America and the more sou$hern part of Central 
America. They are very richly colored, and, in general, have 
a notch on the upper m411diblc, from which Cuner placed them in 



the DrI&Ii.ro.tru. The bill is more or less triangulu at the ~ 
and the culmen more or less arehed. They feed on fruit and 
inaeeu, build slight nesta on tree!, and many have a pleasing song. 
Selater baa ·pubfu,hed a valuable Monograph of this family, deecri~ 
ing many new species. They ma.y be said to sland in the BUDe 

relation to the rest of the CORiroS/ru, that the AtIIpflida do 
towards the Dentirostru; and, indeed, some natmaliats hint that 
the SylfJicolinre, part of our Ampelillre, join the Tanagel'8 (ttii. 
p.289). 

Sub·ram. FnINOILLIN.lE. 

Bill varied in size and form, more or less conical and thick, 
ehort and bulged in some, slendcr and more elongate in othf'lU; 
wing modemte or long, 1st primary wanting. 

The Finches, as here reeognisel1, cOnl!tituto an extensive seri~ 
of birds of considen.ble variation as regards tho form and size of 
tbe bill They are chicfly seed·eatets, cracking small seeds be· 
tween their mandibles, and rejecting the husk by the joint action 
of the mandible.'! and the tongue. 

Tho male is, in general, more brif(htly colored than tho female., 
a.nd becomes still more so in the breeding season, not by a fresh 
moult in all, but chielly by the shedding of the dociduary 
margins to the feathere, in some, perhaps, by a cbange of colour in 
the feathers themselves. The bill, too, of many becomes duker 
at this season. ltbny are colored more or le8.!l red, a few yellow. 

The young of most IV"O fcd with vegetable food, Dot wid.! in· 
sects, as in the Sparrows and Buntings. Many sing · pleuingly. 
and they have a peculiar call note. They are more or len 
gtegariou5 in winter. The nest ia generally neatly made, and the 
eggs are mostly white, with brown IlpOts and dota, ne'rer lined 88 
in the Buntings. They a.re, with a very few exceptions, confined 
to the temperate and colder regiona of the Northern hemi!phere; 
and" in India, wiLh one e.xoe~timf. are confined to the Himalay. 
regiollt aod in many iu.etancea only wintering there. 

ney may,be divided into the following groupe, diltiagm.hed 
chiefly by tOO fonn d their bill, and mode of coloration, but 
they UdoIgnd. mud> with each oOher. 



I&~, 2ad.-Bun·fiuoh .. ; 3rd.-Cro ... mn.; 4t.h.
Bo.e finches; 6th.-True Finches. 

BODaparte claues thilffi in FringiUintz and LoziiM, ~ing the 
Grosbeaks, true Finches,and Bull-finches in the former; while \Le 
Oroea-bilJ.e and Roac-finches, with the Linnets, and the Mountain· 
fincbet are classed among the la~r. 

bt._Grosbeaks-Coccothraulti1ke of lome. 
In these the bill is "cry large, thick, and conical;" the winge 

rather long, and the tail 8omewha~ short; the legs are Itout and 
strongly &cutate; and they comprise the giants 01 the Finch tribe. 
They frequent forc!ts, and live chiefly on 8tony (mit, which they 
crush with their powerful mandiblea. There arc only a few 
species., spread over Europe, Asia, and North America; and, of 
these. four species arc found in the Himalayas, belonging to 
two genera. 

Gen. HESPERJPIIONA, lIonsp. 
Cha,..-Bill conic, thick, ba1f as long again llS deep, slightly 

t.umid for the basal two-thirds, with the tip of the upper mudible 
bent a little over that of the lower ; wings with the 2nd, 3rd, and 
4th quills sub-equal, 1st rather shorter; tail rather long, even 
or 8ub-fureatc. 

This genus was founded on fI. bird from North America, and has 
a somewhat elongated forul compared with other large Grosbeaks. 
The males arc black and yellow, o.nd the females duller. There 
/l.I'e two species in the Himalayas. 

125. Heaperipholl& icterioides, VIGORS. 

Coccothraustcs, opud VIGOB5-GouLD, Cent. Him. Birds, 
pI. 45-Bird9 of Asia, pt. Ill, pI. I3-BuTH, Cat. 687-
BOMF., Cat. 697. 

THE BLACK A.ND YELLOW GB088aAL 

Dacr.-Male, with the bead and neck, wings, thigb-eovert.l, the 
extreme tail-coverts, and tail, black; the rest of the plwnage rich 
yellow, inclining to orange on the nape, and JMIer beneath. 

The female is dull olivacoous grey, witfl the back and rump 
tinged with fuIvons, and the abdomen and under tail-coverts 
more strongly fulvous, or fUlIty yellow; quilla and WI black. 



... 
Bill yellcnr; 1"8I_Y. Loogth 9 inch .. ; wing 61; toll DOOdy 

4; bill at front 1. Tbe female is a little smaller. 
Tbia handsome Grosbeak bas only been found in the N. W. 

Himalayas, extending into part of Nepal, but it is unknown 
further East.. Hutton says that it is only found in the interior 
of the hille. Adams states tllat it haunts the Pine~foreata of 
Oubmere in small flocks, and that its call-note is loud and 
pt.intive. 

726. lIesperiphona affinis, BLYTH. 

J. A. S. XXIV. p. 119. 

THE ALLIED GROSBEAK. 

Dm,..-Very nearly allied to the last species. Differs in the 
male having the black portion of itll plumage deep and shining 
instead of dull ashy, black i tIle black of the head extends 
somewhat lower down. and tho iotcrscapulllr~ ana a.xiJlarics 
are also black, and the tibial feathers arc yell()w, whilst in 
iderioides, the reverse is the anse. Tho female differs more; 

having the upper parts olive-green, tinged. with yellowish on the 
collar and rump. and more brighlly RO on the lower plumage; 
wings and tail black; the coverts, secondaries, and tertilU'ies 
hroadly margined externally with yellow green; the crown and car
coverts asby, passing into pale grey on the chin and throat. 

Bill bluish in winter, yellow in !ummer; feet fi~hy yellow. 
Length not quite 9 inches; wing 4f ; Inil st. 

This is a somewhat smaller species thnn the last, with a slightly 
smaller bill; the males resemble each other very closely, but the 
(emales arc very distinct. It has: only hitherto been Bent from 
the extreme North~we8t, tw., the Alpine Punjab. 

One or two species of this genus, found in North America, 
are ILILid by Bonaparte to differ in their somewhat longer 'vmgs. 

Gen. M rr.EBon.l8, CablUl. 

8yo. Strobilophaga, Hodgton. 
C.\ar.-Bill enormous, very thick, as deep as long. very nearly , 

conic; the upper plumbic compresaed, and slightly bent over, 
witlt a ton of tooth at its bue; conunis8ure amuate; winge rather 

3c 
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long, ,"'h the fuet thrf'e primaries Dearly equal, the .ecood IIligb:tl, 
longest; tall modenoo, emarginate. 

In tbie genuB, the plumage of both sexes is black and ye!low, 
but the coloring differently disposed to what it was in the lattA 
Mr. Blyth remarks that the typicd speei~ nlanifeau .. very 
remarkable affinity wi~b the diminutive and dender-billed SUkins 
of thia sub-family, both in plumage and structute of wiJLga aDd 
tail. 

727. Mycerobas meiano:u.nthos, HODGSON. 

Coecotluaustes, opud H ODGSON-GOULD, Birds of Asia, pt. 
III. pI. ll-BLYTII , Cat. 685-ll0l!SF., Cat. 695-C. fortirostris, 
LAFRESN'.-Ma liam-plw, Lcpch. 

TOE SPOTTED-,\UNOED GROSBEAK. 

Ducr.-Mole, with the entire parts above, inclucting the head 
and neck, "d ull slaty black; beneath siskin yellow; the base ef the 
primaries, excepting tho first three or four, pure white, forming a 
conspicuous spot; som(' of the gren-ter coverts, the shorter prima
ries, and the aecondaties and tertiaries, with an oval yellowish white 
spot on the outer webs at the tip. 

Bill and feet plumbeou9; irides brown. Length 81 inches i 

oxtent 15; w;ng 51 ; tail 3; bill at flont i; tarsu:, t. 
Tho fomille is a li ltle smaller, has the upper parts like the malo, 

but there is a yellow supercilium, occasionally some of the :mme 
colour on the forehend, crown, and nape, as also on the uppo. part 
of the dorsal plumage j the checks, too, are yellow; but the upper 
eor-CO\'erti dark; beneath bright yellow, spotted with black, except 
on the '·cnt anJ uudek' tail-coverts ; a dark line from the gape, and 
another Irom the bage of the lowcr mandible, cnclosing the cl.io, 
which is unspotted; wings as ill the male, bllt tho pale spote larger. 
especially on the will!!-coverts. The young reaemWc the female, 
but the lower partd arc whitil>h, as arc thc feathers of the crowa, 
nape, and interscapular region. 

This magnificent Gro~bcak has been found both in the North
"'att and in tho 5outh,cD.3t llimlllayas, but more commOD in the 
hUer region, and chiefly at considerable elevations. In winter, .. 
few deaeeod to I!. lower legion, in which seD.3on 1 got ODe or two 



pain near DarjeeliDg. Hodgion obtained i' in Nepal, ",hem he 
says they belong to the Northern region, whence Uley wander into 
the central region, even in summer, in 8earoo of ripe Btony fruita. 
According to Captain Button !his species" oome! to Musaoof66 in 
flocke, during March and April, and remain! as long a! it om 
find plenty of cherry stones to crack, after whioh it diuppeara. 
They have a cunous chattering note, and love to lit on the top. 
of the tallest trees. When at work on a wild cherry-tree they are 
easily detected by the constnnt cracking lIOund of tho cherry. 
stones, which they never brenk, but open most dexterously at the 
joining o! the valves. The ground benenth the trees is etrowed 
with the opened shells, to 

The next species is not a typical one, and is placed by Bonaparte 
under Helperip/wna, but it dvo, not range satisfactorily with either, 
The sexes Rre alike, and thc bill is much less bulged than in the 
last species, perfectly conic, and with tho.; culmen Btraight, and it 
somewhat approximates, according to Mr. Blyth, an African gGnUl, 
Pyrenutu of Swainson. 

728. Mycerobas carnipe., !IODO'ON. 

Coccothraustes, npud lloDGSON-Golil,D, Dirds of Asia. Pt. Ill. 
lJ1. 12-DLY1'U, Cat. G8G-1I0RS:!:'., Cnt, G96-Cocc. speculigerw, 
H£ANlIT. 

THE WDtTE-WINOF.D GROSBEA.K. 

Delcr,-Whole head, neek, and breast, BOOt.y brown j "'ings 
and ta.ildusky, with yellowish edgings, and a. wbite s£eeulum un the 
,,,ings, o.s in the last, but larger; the back, will.g-covertll. and terti· 
aries 'With lIomo olive yellow spots and stripell; the lower back and 
rump greenish yellow; b9neath, the abdomen, vent, and under 
tail-coveN, greenish yellow, tho last sometimes dashed with 
du.ky. 

Bill and legs Jleshy grey; iridet brown, Length 8f inchet; 
wing "I; tail 3i to nearly 4; billitraight to front f· 

This species bee.hitherto only been procured in Nepal, within 
our limits; but it it baown as an inhabitant oC Northml Pem.. 
aad pane of Central Aeia, and it appears to occur very rueir on. 
&he I&OLh aide of the' Himalayas. 
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Othet' Grosbeak'" are, the Hawfineh of Europe. ~ 
"ulgari" and a closely allied spccie8 or race from Japan; arul t.wo 
other species from China and Japan, C. melanlf1's, and C. P'f'H
natu" are now plared undet Erpllona. 
. 'fhe genus P!lrene8tel, Swairuon, consists of some remarkable 
Oro.beaks from Africa, which are the only birds of this particular 
division found out of the temperate portion of the Northem 
hemi.ephere. 

A peculiar tribc of thick·billed Finches inhtLbits the Gala· 
pago islands, off the West Coast of South America, which may 
be classed near the Grosbeaks. They constitute the Geo8pizinre of 
Bonaparte, nnd, although some of them. by their enormous bills, 
approach the Grosbeaks, others have that organ l .. engthened, more 
slender, ano. Starling·like. They live on seeda, Q:;ld much on roota, 
whioh they dig up; and they also cat portions of Cact"' and other 
vegetables. 

The genus Cardinali" eont:lining sOlne fine scarlet plumaged 
and crested Grosbeaks of North America, is usually placed in 
this division, but Dlyth considers it more strictly to belong to 

the Bull·finches. 
2nd.-Bull·finches, Pgrr/,ulime (in part) of some. PJIN'I'fllue, 

Donap. 
The llull·fiuehe9 have the bill smaller than in the Grosbeaks., 

shorter, deeper, and more iumid, with the ridge convex; the 
wings arc more rounded; the tar"i are ahort, ,vith the lateral toea 
unequal, and they arc tolerably arboreal in their habits. They 
feed much on the buds of trees, especially in winter. They do 
not associate in general in hl'ge flocks, and they have peculiar and 
plnintive call~notcs. There arc very few species knoWl'l. Bona
pat1e plnccs them as a sub.division of his FringiUinlf!, and Gray 
joins them with the R0ge~tlnche9 to make a distinct auh--f@illy. 

Gen. PTRJ1BUL.l, Cuvier. 
Char.-Billshort, as high aDd broad as long, tumid j the tip 

slightly compre9!1ed and overbanging; wings with 2nd, 3rd, and 
4th primaries sub-equal and longellt. the let and 5th .barter; 
feet formed for perohing, rather broad in the 801e: tail tntnea&e. 
emarginate, rather long. 
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The plumage or the Bull-finches is 10ft and pu1Fy, the featlten 

of open tenure. and the colora dietinct and maued, in thiI ~ 
approximating the Grosbeaks. Four apeciea. are known hom \he 
Himalaya. 

729. Pyrrhula erythrocephala, VIGORS. 

P. Z. S. 183l-GoULD, Cent. Him. Birdt; pI. 32-Birds of 
Alia, pt. IV. pl 12-BLYT\l, Cllt.667-HoB8F" Cat. 683. 

TOil: R£D-UEO\DED BULL--FlKCH. 

DIlBcr.-Male, with the hea.d dull crimsoD, continued round the 
sides of the neck, and more or less on the car-coverts; & Dartow 

band on the forehead, and round the base of the bill blacJc, let oft' 
with whitish, passing into the red of the checks; back, acapulan, 
and wing-covert"; dull reddish aahy; rump and upper tail-oovertll 

ppre wbite. the outermost. feathers of the latter black; median 
coverts, 'i'lin~. 8l\d tail, ~louy ble.ck; the grea.tcr eoverta uhy, 
tipped with white; chin whitish; throat, brcut, and upper pan 
and aides of abdomen, the sarno red as We head, but eomewbat 

paler, and tinged with orange; lower part of abdomen pale greyie.h 
fawn, passing into wbite on tho lower tail-coverts. 

The female has tho head and neck dull greenish yeUow, the back 
browner than in the male, nnd tbe lower parts pille brown. 

Bill black; legs pILle noshy urown.; irides light brown. Length 

about 6 inches; wing Sk; tail 2f. 
This Bull·finch has much the form of the Eu.ropp.an bird. ~ut 

the tail is slightly longer and more forked. It is found througb. 
out the Himalayas, more common in the North.welt, som.,..hat rare 

in 1ho South-cut. I prooured it at Darjeeling, but it is rare there., 
and only a winter vwtant; and Mr. Blyth had Dot previou.ly seen 
speeimens from Sikim. ·At Mussooree, Hutton IItatel it to be 
t:ommon in winter, (ceding on the groUD~, lUI well as 00 bury_ 
beariog buehes, IUld it perches high on the top of trees. 

730. Pyrrhula. 817thaca, BLYTH. 
J. A. 5., 1863 . 

. TIlIl REn-BltlU.8T.&D BULL-FllfOB. 

Ducr.-rA. DarrOW baed round the bue of the bill, black, 
edpcl ,nth 'WJ;Ut&; the whole head, netk, back, and wiDg-COY8ri1t 
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pure _y grey, paler on the chin and throat, and edged with 
black where it joiDa the pure white of the rump i "ingt and 
WI. py black, the greater coverts pale silvery 8.!hy, formiDg a 
eon.picuoUJ pale wing-baT; beneath, from the breaat, Jiyely 
red, pauing to white on the vent and un'der tail_covert& 

Bill black i feet fleshy-Length about 6 incbes; wing 3,; tail a. 
This handsome Bull-finch was found by Lieutenant Beavan on 

MOUDt Tonglo in Sikim. The female has not ye' been 
oblerved. 

731. PyrrhuJa Nipalenais, HODGSON. 

As. Res. XIX. ISS-BLYTH, Cat. 664-HoRBF., Cat. 68'
GOULD, Bird! of ARia, pt. V. pI. 13. 

'rUE BROWN BULL-FINCH. 

Ducr.-Above pale IUIhy brown, smeared with slaty cinereous; 
rump. upper tail-coverts, wings, Ilnd tail, glossy black. the former 
with a white band; the outer web of the last tertiary crimeon ; 
and a pale, broad wing·band formed by the greater-coverts; top 
of the heo.d slightly marked with dusky brown; nnd a narrow 
band of the .ame round the base of the bill ; a small wbite spot 
under the eye ; lower plumage os above, but paler, and passino: 
to white on the lower abdomen, ven~ nnd under tail-coverb. 

Bill greenish horny, with a block tip; legs fleshy brown; 
irides brown. Length 6i inches; extent 10.; wing 31; ta.il3i; 
the middle feather i inch shorter. 

Tho female resembles the male, excopt ill being 0. triflc smaller, 
and the sml\U tertinry is dull saffron·yellow inatead of red. 

Thia plain-colored Bllll·finch differe from loho typical specks 
by ita firmer plumage, longer and more Corked tail, the feathers of 
wlUeh are slightly truncated. 11 has been procured. J)niy in the 
South-eut Himalayll8, in Nepal, and Sikim. where it it not very 
rare in winter. in summer lleeking \ho higher elevatioDa. 

732. Pyrrhula auranti&ca, GOULD. 

P. Z. S . . 1867-AD.UfS, Birda of Cuhmere-GOlJL'D. BircU 
01 AIiot· pC. x. pi. 2. 
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THE ~NQE BU~OH. 

Ducr.-Malo, face, wing&, aDd ~ deep purplish bIack; lUIIP. 
upper IUld under tail-coverts white; the rest. of the p11.lllUlp ricIt 
reddi.eb orange; apical half of the innermost of the grePet 
win,-coverts also orange; the outer ones IliShtly tipped ....i.th 
huffy white. 

Bill black; leet :fleshy; irides dark brown. LeDgt.h 61 mcbee ; 
wing 3i; tail 21; tarsus j-. 

The female bas a circle round the bill black i head and 
neck ash-colour; back ashy, tinged with orange red; the lower 
parts as in the male. but less brilliantly colored. 

Thia Bull-finch wes found by Dr. Adams in Cubmerc. in the 
lesser ranges of hills, in thick bushy places, in small eooietiel. 
ItII call ialike the chirrup of the Green-finch. 

Thoro arc two Bull-finches in Europe, differing only in size, 
P. vulgarU, and P. coccjll~{f. The fonner, which i. the .maller 
race, ia the only' one found in Britain. A nearly allied 
species occura in Japan, P. orienta[iI, Tcmm, and Schlegel. 
Bnll-finchGl in Europe arc hught to whistle ,vhole ain, and 
fetch a considerablo price. Thcso piping Bull·finches, as they 
are called, arc t.a.ught hy 11 Ilute or 0. bird·organ. Only a few 
sppear to p08llelS.0. sufficiently fino ear to whistle perfectly in 
tune. 

The following bird is as uniquely coloured in tbill Bub·family, 
lIS the crested Bunting is in its own group. 

Gen. PVRllROPLliCTES, Hodgson. 

S,n. Pyrrl,uloidu, Blyth. 
CII47'. Bill bulged as in Pyrr"ula, but not 10 thort nor to 

broad; tip of upper mandible alighdy overhanging; lower maD
dible very thick; winge moderale, 2nd, ard, and 4th primariea 
.ub-equal and longest; tail even, or very slightly divaricate; • 
more slender than in Pyrrluda, and more luited for the grom; 
claw. not much eurved. 

This genua, whicb ""sa characterized almolt at the .ame Ume 
by Bodg.on and Blyth, conaUtI but of one tpeelel, a rmaarkably 
colored and very wdsome bird. "Itl bill," say. m~th, .. 
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viewed from MOTe, is that of a PyrrluJa, whilst Tiewed la.terally, 
it u like that of a lltout Emberizu.. It appears to lead througb 
~ .If'iolata, nupp., to &rinu8, and thence to' CAry.Of'I'dtrV." 

733. Pyrrhoplectes epauletta, HODGSON. 

Pyrrhula, spud HODOWN, As. Res. XIX. 156---HoRSF., Cat. 
685-Pyrrnuloidcs, spud BLYTH, J. A. S., XIII. 951 and XXIV. 
267-LIw ,ampr,k-pho, Lepch. 

TUE' GOLD-BEADED BLACK BULL-FINCH. 

Dtf/:r.-Male, with the top of the head and occiput bright 
golden orange; the rest of the body brownish black, except 8 

tuft of golden yellow fcathers on the nillaries, and the inner 
webs of the uppermost tertiaries are partially white. 

The female is reddish brown, with the forehead and neck grey. 
and the coronal patch, with the cur coverts, dull greeni8h saff'ron ; 
axillaries as in the male; primaries and tail dusky, with the white 
on the tertiaries, IlS in the male. 

Bill dusky horny; legs brown; irides brown. Length 5f 
inches; wing 3; tail 2i; bill at front 17; ; ta1'SU8 tt,. 

This remarkably colored Bull-finch hll5 only been found in 
Nepo.l and Sikim, ODd is yery rare. I got one pair near Darjecling 
in the \,-jntcr. Hodgson says, "inhabits the Northe:D and 
Ccntral regions of Nepal, shy, adhering to the forests." 

3rd. - Cross-bills-(Loxiilltr of some.) 

Thesc 2.rc a very remarkable group of Finches, somewhat allied 
to the Bull-finches, with thc colors of the Rose-finches, but well 
di8tinguislled from both by the peculiar structure of their hill. 
They are stout birds with large heads a.nd strong bille, with the 
mandibles crossed and overlapping, and they are generally diam. 
buted over the northern parts of both Continenta:, ODe IpedM 
only having been found in the Hima.laYa!. Bonaparte. ae before 
mentioned, docs not separate them from the Rose-finchel. 

Gen. LoXIA, Linn. (rcltricted.) 

Cha,..-Bill somewhat lengthened, strong. compreseod toward. 
the tip; the culmen keeled strongly, hooked at the tip. aad both 



mandibles produced, so that the tip. CrG$8 each o~r; 1riDgs 
moderately long. the ht ~nd 2nd quills sub-equal and longest ; WI 
short, forked; feet fitted for perching. the lateral toes unequal, the 
hind toe long, and all the claws well cw:ved. The peculiar stru'cture 
of the !Jill of these Finches enables them to extract the seeds from 
the hard woody cones of Pincs, and the ease and rapidity with 
which they do this, is !airi to be very wonderful. They are stated 
abo to eat apples and other fruit. They nidifi.c~te lligh up on Pine 
trees, making a nest of t\\igs and grass, lined with hair. They 
somewhat approach thc Parrot:; in Ih~ form of their bil~ and also 
in the way in which they climb by the aid of that organ. Pallas, 
who remarked this, statcs that wcre it not for the form of their 
rt.'6t, th ey could not bc didinguished f!"Om Parrots. 

734. Loxia Himalayana, HODGSON. 

J. A. S. XIII. 952-llLYTII, Cat. 6i1---HmtSF., Cat. 680-
Bonap. amI Schlegel, ;\1011. Lox. pI. i.-GOULD. Hirds of Allia. 
pt. XlI. pI. 13. 

TuE. HllIIALA Y AN GRUSS-HJLL. 

Dt'scl·.-The gn'ater part of the heau anu ncek, and the whole 
body beneath, reu, of a huc between roseate and blood-ted, and 
more or Ie;;.s tingco with dusky brown; 11m rest of tho head, neck, 
back, wings, Ilnd tail, ashy brown, smeared anu edf:cd with red. 

The female iK brown aboyc, the J"1.1m p tingt.!d wilh yellow; pale 
brownish beneath. tinged on the brclUlt and abdomen with' olive 
yellow. 

Length 5; inches; wing 3i; tail 2i; bill at front t. 
The Himalayan Cro~s-bill is only founu in the highor regions 

of the Himalayas, not far from the ::mOWSj and even there, says 
Hodgson, it is rare. It is much smaller than the European spceiCl!l; 
'with the coloI'! somewhat deeper. 'Vo have no record of ita 
habitat elsewhere. but it will probably be round in Tibet, and 
other regiowl of Central Asia. It does not appear to have been 
ooserved in the N. W. Himalayas. 

The European species of Crosa-bill are L. curtli,.oltra. the 
eommon CroM-bill ; L. kucopura, the white winged Cross-bill; 
and L. pitaoplitklcfU, (;,I' tbe Parrot C., all of which have been 

3 D 
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observed iIol Britain; anI'! R fourth species from Eastern Europe 
is recorded by Bonaparte. Another species, is common i'n North 
America, L. Americana. 

A remarkable bird, P,ittirQ8tra paittacea, from the Sandwich 
Islands, ill placed next Lo.!'ia Ly some systemlltists .. It is green, 
with tbe head and neel.. yellow, thus still moro approximating 
&orne of the Parrot'i; and Bonaparte IIlLtel'Iy placed IlCllr this bird 
the Frin[lilfo clJccitlca, of the Sandwich Isles, the type of the genus 
Bypolozia8, Lichten!L 

The next two genera might either be placed with the Cross
bills, 01' the Hose-finches. Bonap&.rtc puts them next the CrOSB

bills j Gray with the Ho~c·linchcs. The coloration of the males 
is common to both grouJl5, whilst that of the females morc ap
proximatc~ the tint!! of the Cross-bills hj its yellow tone. The 
first noticed 111\::' morc brilliant red plumage than any uf the group. 

Gen. lLJ;lIATOS1'IZA, Blyth. 

ClUl1'.-Hili large, huger th.l.U deep, moderately bulged; the 

upper maudilJlc Jist:nctly curved amI over-hanging, "itli a slight 
SlIutcrmimll notch; wings with the 2nd, 3Id, and 4th primaries 
sub-elllltll Ulll\ \unge~t, tho ,;lll blightly ~hortcr, anel the: st shorter 
than the [)tli; taillleuTly 01 cn. 

This form, ~~ys the fou nder of the j!l.mus, leads from the 
Grosbenks to tho BuH-finches ; it~ coloring is distinctive and 
remurknble. Only onc species is known. 

735. Hmmatospiza sipahi, HODGSON. 

Coryllm~, apud lIolJo;<o~, As. Hes. XIX. 151-HoR8F., Cat. 
681-11. hoctoncn~i~, BLYTH, Cat. 6G3-GOUL)), Birds of Asia. 
I ~t. IV. pI. 12-Plia"!Jiug-Jl/IO bi,,, Lepch.-Labbia ma-p/loo, Bhot. 

THE SCARLET GROSBEAK. 

Descr.-Male. brilliant scarlet, with the wings and tail dUllk,. 
brown, more or less scarlet edged; the tibial fe3thers dar:k brown, 
and the lower tail-covert.! dashed with dWiky. The female ill 
dusky !Jfown; the fcatlters hroadly mari,rfned with dull greeniab
yelloW'i l'WOP bright yellow; beneath pale olivaceous yoUow. 



FBINGrLLIN&. au 
with dwky crescentic 

lower abdomen. 
marks, becoming more .lbesceD.t ·on the 

Bill yellow; 

inches; extent 

IM3U! f· 

legs brown; 

12i; wmg 

irides hazel brown. I..ength 7 t 
4,; tail 2,; bill at front t; 

This magnificent bird has chiefly been found in the S. E. Hima· 
layu, in Nepal aud Sikim; and is unknow,~ in the North··west. 

It is by no merms rare about DJrjeeiillg, aod haunts eievutiolls 
(rom 5,000 to 10,000 feel, ll{"cor,jing: to the sea~on. I have generally 
see n It m pJirs. I t frcquents b()tit forest and bushy.ground, 
feeds on Cruits and see,ls of various kiudi'l, and has a loud whi~t
ling note. 

Pro Bonaparte and Schlegel, as qnot<,d by Gou ld, slllie that this 

bird sings very agrecably, alld pb}'s:;. !-;rcilt pllrt in Ihe mythulo~y 
of the Uint!oos. This IIf cour~c is qllile crroll<'ons, and the 
common l'uti of Indill, CarpOclflCIff' n !llm'II 'If', was probably 
intended. 

Bonaparte places next thi~ binI !l. remarkable sp~ics from 
Japan, CllUunoproclu8 papa, which llppe:m to be coloured some-
what like Pyrr/lOspi:.u punicea. 

Gen. PaOrYRn,llUl, .... , Hodgson. 

Syn. Spermopipel, Cabau. 
Chal·.-Billas in PYI'1'hllw, uut som\)\\'hll t longer, und the tip 

of the upper mandible less distinctly prolonged and ove,hanging; 
wings shorter and more rounded; plumage as in Lu.'tia or 
Strobilophaga. 

This form, says B1ytb, Clln only ue armnged ~atisfQctorily 

as a separate dh'iBion, cspecially intermediate to P!/rrlm/a lind 
Carpod'lclll. As previously ohscrved, by tlle colorntion of the 
female, il ranks very paturally in the prcsent group. Bonaparte 
places it with COT!/tlIU6, the type of the European Pine Gros
beak. C. enudeator, L., Lut 8tdes that iL app!o.~imates the Car· 

podtJci. Blyth urst applied HodFson's llanuscript generic Dame 
to &lUa apecieii, which Hodgsun afterwards gave to another bird. 

&he Pyrrh"'pi:a ~lJicta. Bt, (!lide p. 40~ ). 
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7a6. Propyrrhul& subhemachaJa, HODGWN. 

Corythus, apud HODGSON, As, Res., XIX. 152-BLY'l"B, Cat. 
668-HoRSF., Cat. 6s2. 

THE R ED-HEADF.D ROSE-FINCR. 

Ducr.-Mnle, the forehead and supercilia, cheeks, and more 

or less of the tltroat and brcnst, fine l"O~c!l.te, brightening- to crimson 

in the breeding senson; ("rown, back, nIlII wings, olivllceou! brown, 

marm.Ded with the snrnf', more or Illss hright, aLd often mingled o 
with dull f!l'ecni~h or:mge, both pu~er on the fump nnd upper 

to.il-col"crts; primal'ies and tail hair-blOwn, margined with red or 

orange; lower p:l.l"ts, below the breast, duB brownish grey, tinged 

with olivaceuus on the flanks . 
The female has the forehead, and part of thrc.nt and breast, bright 

yellow; the rc.; t of the head, the neck, and the lower plumage 

plumbeous grey, t inged with greenis]:, paler and albeseent on the 

vent all(1 under tail-clH'elts ; upper plumage dusky greenish; 

\vings ami tail dusky brown, with yellow edges to the m·ter webs, 
sligllt IIpon the tail-leather.'!, 

HilIlieshy brown; legs paJe brown; irides hazel brown. Length 
abOllt ~ inchc!I; wing 3t to nearly 4; tail3. 

In willter the rosy hue i~ more Of less wanting, or much mixed 
with grecnish dUliky. Youug malcs have li ttle red, except on the 
forehf'llu and thront. 

This fine Rose-finch has only been procured in the S. E . 
Himalayas. in NC'pal and Sikim, during winter. I obtained it 

near Dnrjeeling, t fequenling the more open parts of the woods 
in small parties. Jt hai'; n"t hi~her~ been sent from the N. ,V. 
Himalayas. 

'l'he Pine Grqsbeuk is fo und in the northern portion of both 
Continents. and is qui le intf.'rmcniu.tc in ils c()luurs and structure 
to tha CroBS-bills and the Ho~e-[jnche:!. 

4th. The Hose· r.n(:he~. 

These comprise. a number of Fillchc~. nrying In the form 
or the bill, but all agreeing in the males being more or leu r.0sy 



red, ILDd &he females duaky olive. with darker strekka. in lOme 

more or les.s mixed with yellow. 

Gen. CARPODACOS, Kaup. 

Syn EnJt/I.f-iIla., Brehm.-H(pmorrhou8, Swain8.-~1Itu~ 

Hodgo. 
C1aar.-Bill somewhat as in Pyrrhula, bu\ longer. ~stinctly 

tumid and compressed at the tip; ClJrnmissure sinuated. 'Or with a 
notch near its b1l.Se; wing~, with the fir'U three primaries I~lb-equal 

and longest; tail distinctly furcato; feet robust; claws \vell ourved. 
,The members of this genus, says Blyth, have the bill midway 

between the true Bull-finches and the Linnets. The mllles are 
more or le~s tinged with ruseate. becoming crimson ill thp. breeding 
season, and the femalc~ ale brown streaked, without any yellow. 
There nrc sevf'ral species in "Nortbem Rurope. Asia, and America, 
and one of til is genus is the only Fringillmc form that extend,. 
It~ migrations far into the tropical fC!!ions of India. Another 
inhabits Northern Aflica. Thcy arc distinguished from Prop<U'u 

by n. brighter tone of red. and in general It thicker bill. 

737. Carpodacus'rubicilla, GULDENSTADT. 

Loxia, apud f1ULDENSTAIlT-GOUI.D, Birds of Asia, pt. IV. pI. 
13-Horu.F., Cat. 687-po('c. c:nj('asicu~, PALI.A". 

TUE CAUC'ASlAN HOSS-FINCR, 

Desc" .-Mllle, with the ('rown ot the h~at1 . the nape, back, 
wing-covert~, scapularies, and upper tail-coverts, of a beautirul 
pale rosy ~rey, the rosy tint predominating on the margin of the 
wing and tail-covert!!; forehead, cur-coverts, and throat, shining 
white. borderl.'d with carmine red; chin, breast, and abdomen, 
carmine red, with a IrilUlglllar spot of shining white at the tip of 
each (cather, giving it a spaDlllcd appearance; undel' tail-coverta 
pale carmine red; rump carmine red; primaries, 8econdaries. and 
tail, brownish h1!l-Ck, Darrowly edged with reddish. 

The temale i. pal. brown above, atilllighter beneath: the feathen 
of both upper and uD.der-surface Jtre.aked down the Cf'be with 
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duk: brown; primariet and secondaries brown. edged with pale 

brown. 
Bill wIth the upper mandible dark brown, lower one flAshy born 

colour; feet dark brown. 1.ength about 8t inches; wing 4t; 
, tail .. ; taraus 1. 

Latham aUl.teB that this finc species chiefly OCC\1l'S in the colder 
pads of the Caucasian Mountains, Iceding prmcipally on the 
berries 0& the S ... a Buckthorn, Hippnpllae rlmmnoiJe.; that it is 
frequently seen in large liocks, and that its 110te is not unlike that 
of a Bull·finch. It has only been outained, in i ndia, in the far 
N. W. HiQ1alayao;, Mr. lllyth having reeehed one from the neigh
bourhood of Pind Dndull.khan, and it 1H1~ also been found in Cash
mere. It varies much in the brightness of its plumage, according 
to the season It is probahly tll;s specic\ which Adamo; alludes 
to in his Bird~ 01 Cashmere, No. 68, as being likc Cal'p. 
eryt/!.ti1111~, bllt largc!', unJ o{ a JJrightl'l red, and only :leen in 
flocks, high up nellr thl'! snow. 

738. Carpodacus erythrinus, PALLAS. 

J.o:l.ia, 9.pud PALJ.AS, Zoog. Uo~s. As. pl. 36-BLvrrr, Cat. 
658-I1onsJ.'., Cat. 68G-GOUI,D. Bilds of Europe, pI. 206-
IIromorrhous roseus, npud .JJ.:UDON, Cat. 1U5-C. l'O~!;uS, spud 
ADAlIS, Birds of Cashmere, No. 67-11. toU·a, GMKLIN-Pyrl·huli· 
nota roseala, 1I0Jloso.s"-Tnti, l-I.-AII/olla" tuti, in Nepal-Cltdla 
tuti in Sylhct-Pkulin-pho; Lepch.-l'edru-picMke, or Yedru·ji-
71llWtlyi. Tel. 

Tiu, (,OllIMON ROSE-FINCU. 

De"cr. - ).!1l1c, in winter plumage, h~s the head, throat, breaat, 
tnoustaehial suipe, mmp, amI flanks of the abdomen, roseate color, 

deepest upon lhe crown, throllt, llnd breast, !l.lld paling on "the 
Banks; npper pluma~e generally brown, malO or less ruddy, 
brightening towards thc rump and on the opper tail·ooverts; the 
wing-covelts tipped wilh ruddy brown. forming two pale bars on 
the wings; tertiltll"ies margined with pale brown; quills and tail
feathers with ruddy cdb-rings. In summer the croWD, throu, 
breut, and rump become brilliant crimaon. The female iI pale 



olive brown with dark streaks, the tips ot the greater and leaer 
wing~coverts whitish, torming two conspicuous bands on the 
wings; below paler brown, albesce.nt on the throat, the middle ot 
the belly, and the under tail-coverts; and darker and somewhat 
stre"ked 011 the breast and flanks. 

Bill yellowish brOlwn; feet horny brown; irides light brown. 
Length 5* inches; wing 3i; tail 2~. 

The Rose-finch is found as a cold weather visitant throughout 
the greater part of India, more rar~ towards tbl:l South, eommon 
in Central and Northcrn India, and in the HimaJayas, chiefly how
e~'cr at the (oot of the hills and in the valleYII; and it c~tends into 
AI!S8Dl and Arracan. Out of Iudia it is found o\'er great part 
of Central and Northern Asia and EtHopc. It visiu tile plains 
during October, and leaves in April. In March, Illany are taken 
in fine breeding livery. In the cxtrclJllo ROuth I have chiefly seen 
it in bamboo jungle, feeding- on the M1 .. U, of bamboOll on 
loeveral occ:lSions, and so milch i.:l this its habit that the 
fclugu name signifies' Bamboo sparrow.' In other parts or the 
country it frequents alike grev(':;, gardens, and jungle~, feeding 
on various 8Ccd~ and grain j also not unrrequently on flower buds 
allli youllg leo.ve~. Adams state! that in Cashmere i~ feeds much 
on the seeds of a cultinltffl vetc1,. ::-low flnrI then it is seen in 
large flocks, but in general it associates in blnall parties, It breeds 
iu Northern Asi:;.. Itis frequcntly e:mgl,t urod caged, and hU8 rathor 
s. pleasing song. Blyth says, "The Tuli lidS II. lee Lie Iwittering 
s?ng, but soft and pleasing, being intermediate t.o that of the Gold
finch, and that of the small !ted-pole Linnet i the call-note much 
resembling that of a Canary-bird." 

Perhaps tbe North American Red-finches, Fr. prlrpurtn, Gm., 
and Fr. jl'Ont41u, Say, with three or four lately discriminated 

speoies from the same Continent, ought to be clrwcd in tbis genWl, 
rather than in Propalln'. 

Gen. PaOPA86EB, Hodgson. 

Syn. PIwntico.pizlJ, Blyth. 
Ch4r.-=-Bi11 more eiongated, Finch-like, or much as in the 

Spero.., lCaroeJ, bulged, the culmen and gooy •• lighLil curved, 
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and the tip faintly notched: wings rather short; tail slightly 

forked. 

The birds of thil:! gel1us differ from those of the preceding by 

the more lenhoihencd and le~t; tUrllid bills, and by the general tone 
or the plumage, wh ich is mNC of a vinous or daret oolour than in 

CarpotiaclUI. In some, the first fOUT primaries are about equal; in 

one specie! the 3rd and 4th are the longest, and the 1st and 2nd 

successively shorter. :\Jost of the known species are from the 

Himalayu, and probably Central Asia. 

739. Propasser rodopeplns, V,GORS. 

Fringilla, aplld VIUORf~, P. Z. S. 183[-UOULD, Cent. Him. 
Birds, pl. 31, f. I-BI.Y·fJI, Cut. 658-HoHSJ,'., Cat. 689-Glu'abi 
tut~ in N cpllL 

TH~ Sl'OTT'cI)·WINOEO HOsE-tiNeD. 

Dtlcr.-blale, above dill! crirnl!on or ruddy brown, with dusky 

or blackish median stripes, more bl'lnvil on tIle back; superciliary 

:ltripc pale glistening: roHeatc; rmnp, ami the tips of the wing

coverts lind tertiarie ~ , vino.eeoue rosy pink; the throat. breast, and 

body belleath, dull vinou s rosy. 
The femlllc i ~ deep brown above, with p31er lateral margins; 

beneath light yellowish-browlI, witl, d3rk centrnl line~; a broad 

palo supercilium, and anot\lCr pale linc from the lowcr lIla.udible. 

Bill horny brown; lc.~ s pale brown; iridcs brown. Length 

61 inches; win;!; 3t; tllil 22. W jngs somc\\ hat roundcd, the ht 
being II. I-pod deal sho\"tcr, and 'he 2nd something: sLortt:r than the 
3ld. 

This Hose-linch appears to be 1II0~t abundant about Nepal and the 
Central part of the Himalayas, being found sparingly at Mussooreo, 

according to Hutton, and it lIas not Ocen procured in Sikim. 
Hutton states" that it likes the brushwood best, where it ofren 
keeps company with varions Aecentore." 

740. Propasser thura, BONAP. 

BONAPARTE and SCHLEGEL, 1tlonog. Lox. pl. 23-P. rodo-
peplus (in part). HODGSON-MoOBE, P. Z. S. 1855-Bo88P •• 

Cat. 690. 
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THE WmTB-BROWED ROSE-FJNClD. 

J)uCf'.-Very similar to rodoptpl..,; differs in the male being 
bair brown above, centred with blackish, and only the leuer 
range of wing-coverts being tipped with pale crimson; the end of 
the superciliary streak and the centre of the beUy are pure white. 
The female differs from the fe'male of f'Odoptpl"& in being paler 
above, with paler centros to the feathers, and in the colour of 
the lower parts being more uniform. It is a little smaUex too than 
the last species, and its bill is smal1cr and mpI{, pyrrhuline in it. 
form. 

This 8pecie~ was sent from Nepal by Mr. Hodgson. alODg with 
rotiopeplw, and its geographic range is not accurately known. 

741. Propasser rhodochJamys, BRANDT. 

Pyrrhula, apud BBA.N'DT.-GOULD, Birds of Asia, pt. IV., pL 14-
-C. sophia., HON. ami ScULEG.-C. grandis, BLTTII, Cat. 669. 

THE RED-MANTLED ROSE-FINCfI. 

Delcr.-Malc, the fcathe" of the superciliu m, the cheeks and 
throat, tlbining rosy white; upper surface greyish brown, strongly 
tinged with rosy red; the crown of the head washed with purplisb 
TOee colour, and a line of dark brown down the centre of each 

feather; under surface and rump of a deep rosp. red; quiUe and 
tail-feathers brownish black, margined with greyish red; under 
~ . hi wmg-coverts rosy w teo 

The female is brown, somewhat brighter on the low-or lur. 
face and with a. streak 01 brownish·black down eaoh feather; 
the wings and tail brown with pater margins, especially on the 
greater and middle coverts of the wings. 

Bill brownish·grey above, yellowish beneath; feet brownillh 
yellow. Length of a female 'I inches; wing 3t; tajJ 2f. The 
male i.e somewha.t larger. 

Tbie species bas been obtained in the Tyne range of mountaiDl 
hetwtP Simla and MU8&OOree, and in the Pubher vaJ1ey, near the 
IDOW, on the Simla side, by Hutton; and it al&o inhabit! Tibet 
ad fA. Ah&i mountains. It resembles ProptUHf' ,.Mdochrou in u. 
ooIoan. 

3 E 
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142. Propaaser rhodochroos, VIGORS. 
l<'ringilla, apud VIGORS, P. Z. S. 1831-GoULD, Cent. Him. 

Birds, pI. 31, f. 2-BLYTII Cat. 661-HoBSF., Cat. 1;91-
Gulabi tuti in Nepal-Clldt,,!/'l by the !,eople of the plains below 

Nepal. 

THE PlISK-UlWWED ROSK-F1Nc.a. 

De,cr.-Male, above brown, edged with reddish; head and 
nape dusky or vinous rosy j forehead, superciliary stripe, and rump, 
pale I'08Y; wings unspotted; the wing-coverts reddish brown; 
beneath dull vinous rosy. 

The female is bro\vn above, the feathers edged with pale 
olive brown; beneath pale rufous or rofes('ent, with brown 
streaks. Compared with the female of rodoptpllll , she is 
aloogether paler, and the supercilia are therefore less distinct ILOd 
contrasting-. 

Bill pale brown. Length about 6 inches; wing 21%-; tail 21. 
The bill is less pyrrhulme, and more linnet-like than in rO<kpeplu8. 

This species is chiefly a ucuizLn of the morc Western 
Himalayas; it was procured by Hodgson in Nepal, but bas not 
been obse"cJ in Sikim. Hutton .states, "that it is common at 
Mussoorcc, fJywg in 8IUUllllocJ..s, often mixed up with BulMia.ches 
anu SI~J..ins. They alight on the ground in ~cll.rch of seeds; and 
if distuibed, either fly Qff with a wheeling flight ~hat blings them 
back to the same spot, or they rise up into u tl\ll tree ILOd cluster on 
its topmo:!t branches." If Royle is correct, it oceurs on the 
plains ncar Saharunpoor, but Devcr far from the foot of the 
Mountains. 

143. Propasser pulcherrimus, HODGSON. 

GUY, Zool. Misc. 1844-MoORit, P. Z. S. 1855-H0B8F., 
Cat. 692. 

TOE BEAUTIFUL ROSE-rINeR. 

Dt8e1'. -Sim.ilar to rhodochrQU8; it differs in having the 
forehead, superciliary btrellk, cheeks, throat, and under parts, with 



die nimp, Rlvery crinison; beihR tJmoet libery white about the 
head; the upper p~ with the crown, are daIk brown, with pale 
crimson edges to the feathers. The female diffet't from the female 
of rhoJochrmu in having the under parts dusky white, instead 
of rllfescent, and in the colours above being less rufescent. 
The size is tho same as that of rhrxlotllTQw. but the wing is 
somewhat longer. 

This species appears to have much the wne range as the last. 
botll having been sent from Kumnon and Nepal, 

744. Propasser frontalis, BLYTH. 

J. A. S. 1863. 

THE SIK.IM ROSE-FII\CH, 

De8c1',--Broad frontal band, and eyebrow silt'ery rose pink ; 
loref, and 3. nanow ba.nd round the base of the bill oouellth, 
crimson; top of the bead, nape, and checks, plain dark. brown; back 
brown with broad centlQl dushes; wings br<!WD, with the median 
coverts tipped with pale rosy. forming!l prominent band, and dIe 

greater co"erts and ter4:lrics narrowly edged with rosy white; tail 
brnwn; rump !lIld upper tail-coyert~ pale vinaceous rosy; beneath, 
tbe chin, throat, neck, Rnd breast, rosy with silvery white abafts, 
and the rest of the plumage of a dull rosy tint, 

The female has the whole upper piU1J'l3P-C yellowish brown, with 
black da5hes, two pale, very narrow wing-bands; quills and tail 
darll: brown; forehead, eyebro\v, lorcs, and face whitc, with black 
stripes; chin, throat, and brctlSt rufous, ,~ith black shipes; beUy, 
vent, and under tail-co\'erts white, with dark stripes. 

Bill horny brown; legs pale brown, Length 6f inches; wing 
3t; t.Ul 3. 

The bill is tolerably thick, sea~cly elon~ated , and somewhat 
tumid, The 3rd and 4th quills arc the longest, ht and 2nd 
,au~ively shorter. 

This handsome species has lately been discovered in Sikim, by 
Lt.. Beavan, at a considerable ele\'ation. on 110unt Tonglo I be
lieve. It ill va;" near to P. pule/UUt'tltfU and p, 1"",,«, bui 
Ilppeara to diJfor from both. 
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745. Propasser lIlarraJl, l!~YfH. 
J. A. S. 1863. 

MUBLu's RoSE-FINCH. 

lklM'.-A femaIl! only of thiJI species is knO'ft'l\. Above earthy 
brown, the feathers of the head edged with white, and & white 
eye-brow from the eye to the nape; baei: very faintly pale 
edged; wings with two pale bands, and tbe tips of the lecondaries 
alao pale; primaries and tail feathers very narrowly edged with 
pale; beneath, thc chin and throat are albescet.t, with & few ill
defined dusky spots on the chin, and becoming fulvelcent on the 
throat; the rest of the lower parts pale eartby brown, pasaing to 
rusty on the middle of the belly, vent and under taiI-coverts. 

Bill horny brown; legs pale brown. Length 6 inches; wing S ; 
tail 21. 

This bird was said to haVe! been procured somewhere in the 
Gwalior territories, but if BO, must have been a straggler from the 
Himalayas. It appears to differ from the felnales of the other 
known species, sufficiently to warrant its being considered distinct. 

I am inclined to think that the P1Jr'{}ita'l concoler of my Cata-
10gue No. 178, might have bclollged to the present group, and in 
it. coloration it mueh resembles the females of P. glthagittta and 
P. 8inaitica; but, M it was founded on a single specimen, shot in the 
Dcce~ along with a lot of the so-called Ortolan, 1 sball not record 
it separately. It was of a nearly uniform light brown colour, pale.t 
beneath, and albcscent on the chin and vent. Length 6 inches; 
wing 3f ; tail 2t. 

Other species of this genus arc P. rosea, Pallas, from Northem 
Alia, occasionally visiting Europe; P. 8itulilica, Licht. (synoica, 
Temm .• ) from Arabia and Eastern Africa; P. githaginea, LichL, 
from Northern Africa and the South or Europe. The latter is 
placed by Bonaparte in his genus Ery,hrotpUa, but it! colors 
appear to be quite t1lOse of this group. Two other IIpecie. 
placed under the same genus, viz., Fr. ob.oltta, and F. rhodopkrfl, 
of Lichtenstein, from Central and W calem Alia, perhape belong 
rather &0 C<Jrpodac",. Whether tbe telDarkable.long-ailed, anaU 
Red-finehe. of Nortb-eastem Asi., formiDg the gt'Ilut UNfIW, 



ehouJd be plaoed wiLh theae Roae-fiDobee, as Bonapane has done. 
or elIewhere, I have no means of deciding. 

The nut. two birds have the bill more Finch-like, and may be 
said to £Hde into the true Finches. 

Gen. PROCARDUELI8, Hodgson. 

Syn. Pgrrlw, Caban. 

Chsr.-BiU longer and more slender than in Propall", but 

leu acutely pointed and compressed at the tip than in the Gold· 

finches; wings rather lang, with the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th primaries 

.• u1requal, the 1st a little shorter ; general form elongated; ooloUl'l 

as in I+opauer, but deeper. 

746. Procarduelis nipaJensis, HODGSON. 
,T. A. S., Xll, 955-As. Rc!!. XIX, 151--BLYTB, Cat. 1157-

HORSF .• Cat. 749-Linota saturaro, BLYTU, J. A. S., XI. 192-
(the male)-L. fusca., BL., (the female}-Ka·biya, Lepch. 

THE DARK ROSE-J.'INCII. 

DuC1'.-Male, above, neck and breast sooty or dU!lkYt strongly 
tinted with dark sanguineous blossom·red; forehead, .. line 

over the eye to the occiput, chin, throat. breast, and beUy. pure 
blossom red; quills l1ud tail·feathers 800ty brown. more or JelS 
tinged on the outer margin with the red hue of the upper surface. 

Bill brown; irides red brown; legs fleshy brown, Le1'lgth 61. 

&0 7 inches; extent 10! j wing 3;; tail 2t. 
Th. female is olive-brown above; below. from the ehin to the 

breaat, dirty yellowish; from breast to tail white; wings and tail 
dusky brown; wing-coverts and tertiaries externally margined and 
tipped with dirty yellowish, 

This fine Finch il! found in Nepal and Sikim, Hodgson says that 
u inhabits the Central and Northern hiDs of Nepal, Itis common at 
Darjeeling. in the cold weather only. in moderately large docks, leed· 

iIIg on the rotd& sometimea, or among the ferna and brwh·"ood. 
The nut bUd ia a somewhat remarkable form, aad i8 aligh&ly 

allied. in its coloratin. to HltrJUJlMpizG npMi, but ita more F'l8Qh.. 
like bill, ud fee' fitc.ed for terrene habitllt have infIueaeed me in 
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~iDg it here ... connecting link b~twcen the Rose-finches 

and the true Finchee. 

Gen. PYRRHOSPIZA, Hodgson. 

Cha,..-Bill collical, elongate, with slightly curved outline both 

above and below, somewhat compressed, and tapering to the tip as 
viewed from above j gonys arched ; wings long reaching to more 
than half the length of the tail, which is also modcfal.ely long; 
tint four primaries sub-equal, 2nd and 3rd rather the longest; feet 
adapted for ground habits; toee rather long. with large und arohed 

claws. 

747. Pyrrhospiza punicea, HODGSON. 

J. A. S .• XIII., 953-BLy'rll, Cat. 656-HoMP., Cat. 694-
Propyrrhula rubeculoides. HODOB., P. Z. S., 1845. 

THE LARGE RED-pnEABTED FINClT. 

Delc1",-Male, abovcnearly uniform dusky brown, the feathera 
margined \'rith paler; forehead and rump, with the cheeks, . ear
coverts, and under parts. except the abdominal region, rO!leate in 
winter, brightening to rich crimson in the breeding seas'>O, and 
YaIJ'ing to orange saffron; flanks and abdomen colored liKe th(' 
back. 

Bill dark horny j feet dusky black. Length 71 to 8 inches ; 
wing 41 to 41; tail 3i. 

The female is devoid of the red, ha"ing the forehead, cheei:.8, 
fore-neck, and breast, more or less fuivescent, each fcather marked 
wit.l:! a blackish mesial streak, widening at the tip; belly and 
lower wI-coverts, dingy brown. 

This fine Finch has hitherto only been found in the higher 
regions of the Himalayas, borderinA" the Snows. I tJid not 
procure it in Sikim. Jt is probable, however, that this and 
others of the cold. weather visitants to Nepal and Qther paU"ts of the 
Himalayas, are to be met with in the interiur or Sildm, tQwanta 

the Snows. my researches having been limited to British Sikim. 

5th, True Finches, 
The next bird. though somewhat allied to the preceding, it 

sufficiently marked to warrant its generic lieparation. It haa been 
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o1MIed .. a true FringiflG, and as a CordUflU, Its 00101'1 approzi.
mate it fA.) the Rose-finches as well as to the Gold-finches; tad 

IBlyth indeed notes that" it i~ a true Fn'ngUIa, allied to the Gold· 
finches, with affinities for the Red·fincbes," 

Gen. CALLAC.&NTHIS, Reichen, 

Bill Finch·like, i. e. as in Frinyilla, but somewhat more robUlt 
and broader, much shorter and stoutor than in Cardudu ; o\herwiao 
as in FringiUa, but with a peculiar coloration. 

Bonaparte who adopts this genus, 8ayl "9CUeoly a Frilagillo. 
by DO melW.6 a Carduelil." 

148. CaJJacanthis Burtoni, GOULD. 

Carduclis, apud GOUI,D, P . Z, S. 1837, 9O-GouLD, Birds of 
Asia, pt. I., pI. 15-].~ringilla crythropbrys, BLYTH, J. A. S. XV. 

aB-BLYTII, Cat. p. 337. (App., No.6). 

TIlE REn-BROWE» FINOR. 

Ducr.-The male hlUl the crown, ear-coverts, Wingfl, IIUld taiJ., 
brownish hIl!.ek; the forehead, a hroad lIupercilium, chin, and thro&t, 

crimson; the upper plumago ruddy brown, deepest on the rump 
and upper tail-coverts; wings marked with wbite, chiefly all. ilhe 
primary and greater coverts, and on the secondary quilL!; the 
outer twl·{cathenl mostly white towards the tip; all tho others 
exccpt the middle pair, white tipped. In Bummer the whole under 
parts appcar to become more or less crimson_ 

Bill yellow; legs light brown, Length 1 inehell; wing 3,; 
tail 21. 

Tho female ill plain brown above, darker on the crown, with .. 
bright saffron eye streak, and the forehead ochreous; the back ia 
yellowish brown, and there is leas white on the wings than in the 
male; beneath pale brown, tinged with {ulVOWl. 

Thia remarkable FlDeh bas only hitherto been found in &he 
North·we!t Himalayas, chiefly ill the mountain8 beyond Simla. 

Gen. CA..&DtrELI8_ 

C1acr._BiU lengthened, conic, co,mpreued; the tip atteDQIt.ed 
aDd acute j the pya straight. ucending; the commiuure sUgMly 
.maated; wing lengtbeiled, point.ed; lobe first three quill. lIeuly 
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equal; taU moderate, slightly forked; feet short; hind claw rather 

long. 
The Gold.fincbes are a v,,"ty limited group of small birdl" 

diltinguiflhed by " hright and variegated coloration; IIOme red 

about the bcad and a golden yellow bar on the wings. Tbey 

ling weU, make remarkably neat nests, and the eggs are pale 

bluish-white, 8potted with purple and brown. 

749. Carduelis caniceps, VlGons. 
P. Z. S. 1831-GOULD, Cent. Rim. Birds, pl. 32, '£. l-RoYL~, 

III of Bot. Himel., pI. 8, f. 2-BLYTH, Cat. 675-HoBSF., Cat. 
'l61-Shira, H.-Saira in C~hmere. 

TDE HUI:ALA'YA1' GOLD-YJNCR. 

Ducr.-General color above pale whity brown; the rump and 

uppel tai\~o"Yort.a white; a Danow band on the forehead, continu

ing round the base of the bill to tbe chin, scarlet; wings black, 
with a golden yello ..... band, and a few white spots on the secon
daries; tail black, with the inner wehs of the two outcrtail-feas.hen 

with a large white patch, and the four medial feathers tippe-i with 
white; beneath whitish, tinged with btownish ll!hy on the breast 

anti flanks. 
Bill canleOUB with a dusky tip; legs palc brown; irides brown. 

LeQgth 5, inches; wing 3t; tail 2j-; bill ~t front j. 
The Himalayan Gold-finch differs from thc EuropelUl species, in 

wanting the black and white of the head behind the scarlet band, 
and in being a somewhat smaller bird. It is only found in the 

N. w. Himalay~, neaf Simla and Mussooree. extending into 
Mghanistan and other parts of Central Asia. Adams says that 
it i. common in Cllshmere in winter, and that it visits the ranges 

nest the plains. It is perhaps Pallas' variety of the common Gold
finch, figured pI. 38 of his Zoo!. AB. Ross., found in summer on the 

Jenisairiver. Caged specimens are occasionally brought to Caletltta 
for lale, and ita lOng is said by Adams to be exactly simil&r to that 
of its European (longener. 

Besides the Himalayan and European Gold-finch, there iJ only 
ODe other IpecieJ, C. otjttttalu, from Siberia and Northem AriL 

Next the Gold-finches come the SiIlkina. 



Gen. CH81;80KITRlS, Boic. 

CkDr.-BiII very short, broadish at the base, comprened Ilt the 
tip and acute; thc culmen fiat; tail forked; othorwise al in C.,... 
dUl'iis. 

The Siekins nrc a 8mall group, nearly Illlied to the Gold-finches, 
but with 8 peculiar style of coloration and a shorter bill, Their 
form is sLon, Ilnd their plumage i::. black or brown and yelloVl'. 
The only Indian species of the gellus has h{'CD separated by 
Cabanis ~s 11yprlcafltllis . but apparently without much reason. 

Thi~ genu::. is remarkable for including in it sevel'l,l species from 

South America, which, howc\'cl', arc ~cparatcd by certain Orni
thologists. 

7!i0 Chrysomitris spinoides, V IGOns. 

CardJelis, apuu VWHItS-LloULH, Cenl. Him. Hirus, pI. 32, f. :! 
-BueH, Cat. 67J.-HoltSI' , C,lt 752-Sairu in Casbmerc
Plm;:/dpl/Q, Lcpch, 

TIIt: HlllA-I.AYAH SISKIN. 

DellcT.-Malc, forehead, occiput, and back of !leek yellow; 
the rest of the body above oli, aCCo1t~ ltrown ; winJ.(s du!ky black, 
with some yellowish spots on the wing-c~crlll, and " pale hut 
blight ,yellow band on the pl'imal'lei5 • t2;! dusky, the lateral 
tail-feathers yellow, except on the r:hnft and tip, this color dimi
nishing in quaQtity toward~ the central fe3thers; benca~h yellow, 
dashed with oliv8ceou8 on the si,le, of the breast and the flanks, 

The female has merely the colour$ less deep, and Loth the back 
and abdomen arc striated with dusky olire. 

Bill fleshy; legs fit'lihy brown; irides light brown. Length 5, 
inches; extent 9f; wing 3k; tail not quite 2. 

This pretty little Siskin is found throughout tho Himalayas. 
It i<s a lomewhat larget and morc hi i1btly coloured binI than the 
Europo!llJ Siskin, an.t tbo bill is proportienally much etronger. 
At Darjeeling it • only It Hinter visitlant, but thea, by no means 
rate. .It .keep. td the woods, occasionaUy entering gardena in 
.tImaU patties. Adami /Saye: that it i s CQlDlQOn 10 the wooded 

a. 
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diatri'de in the North-west, "od that its song is very like that of 
the English Siskin. Hodgson eays it is more common in the 
Ceotral region than in the northern. 

Besides the common SisJ..in of Europe, C. 8pinUl. aDother 
species from Siberia. CII, piltiJrina, Eversman, is recorded by 

Bonaparte. 
Tho South Am~ricaD Siskin! are numerous, and ODe \\ ith a rcd 

tone of color llUs been separated by Bonaparte as PyrrhomitrU. 

TIle smallest member of this sub-family, Ferbaps should be 
pi&.C()d next the Siskins. 

Gen. MRTOPONIA, Bonap. 

Cltor.-Bill hhort, thick, nearly regularly conic, slightly bulging; 
thu culmen very gently curved; gonys shoost straight; wings 
long; tnrsu" modelate j mid.lIe toe !ong, laterals short. 

This Ilnique little "Finch in some measure recalls the coloring of 
the Weaver·llir(!s, and, it represents the Pyrrhuline P!lN'/lopuelel 

among the Truc Finches, 3S also, says Bonaparte. a remarkable 
American bird. CalambigrhYllc/wI diadema. 

751. Metoponia PU8il1a, PALLAS. 

Passer, apud PALLAs.. ZOO!. ROBlJ. As., 2nd vol. pI. -HOlUSF., 
(;at. 7b4--Fringil!a rubriflOlI lJ, Hu, J. A. S. XV. l8-ScriDus 

aurifwn9, ULYTII, Cat. 681. 

THE GOLD-HJo:ADKD FINCH. 

Delel·.-Forehead and top of head bright golden yellow; 
occiput. checks, throat, and f01'eneck, black, passing to dusky on the 
nape and siues of the neck; back dusky, with y",Uowish lateral 
margins to the feathers; rump, towards the tail, deep ('&nary yellow; 
shoulder of wing goldl'D fulvous; margins of quills and tail feathers 
saffron· yellow; under tail-coverts pale canary yellow; 'he rest of 
the lowf'r parts albescent yellow. With dusky central' streus; 
axillaries pure white; a pale bar on the wing. formed by the tips 
of the greater oovetU, and the outer webs or the secondaries near 
their base. 
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The female. or perhapll thl' young only, hlUl the forehead. 

narrowly reddi.e.b, wants tlle black of the head nnd tlno_t, and is 

altogether less brightly colored. 
Bill and feet dark. Length 4f to S inches; wing 3; 

tail2i· 
The Gold-headed Finch has been found occasionaily in tbe 

N, W . Himalayas, not, it appcars, Il.S a regular visitor, for Hutton 

aayil, he "observed this bird in 1854-5, at Mussoorec, artt't an 

interval of mony yeora. It appca.red to be ahvl\ya in paira. aad, 
like our Siskin and Gold·fineh, i~ \·t>ry fono of slighting upon 

the tall coarse nettles which abound there," It was found by 
Speke in Spiti and Lll.llakh, in summer; and in Aft'ghaniatan 
by Griffith, who obsen'ed it" in fioeb about cultivation, rather 

ahy; feeds on thistles on which they cling." Adams found it very 

common in Ladakh, in /locb, witli the hllbits and call note like 
those of the European Uedpolc. According to Pallas it is common 

on the CallCtullls. and nenr the Caspian Sell; and it cecun ill 
Ea~tern Europe. Pallas' figure is unrecognisable. 

Next should come the Linnets nnd Canary birds, The former 

comprise a number of small Finehetl wit}. slender conical bills, 
whicb, during the brt'edin)! sellson, acquire more or lesl a. red 

color on the head and breast, nnd thus evinc~ an affinity for the 
Rose-finches, One species, L illotn bl'evirolltrU, Gould, P. Z. l:i. 
1855, has been found in Ladakh, and may ocnur withill our 

limits. 
The Can.tlry birds, &r;lIu8, wi~h ~omewhat thick bills, 3ro eMeRy 

from Africa, and the neighbouring islands ; and the Lutinoa (as 

Blyth calls them) of S. canaria, arc the well known song birds. 
The Canary bird, as is well known, will inter-breed' both with the 

Gold·finch and Siskin. SOllie other African Finches are plaood 
in the genera A tario, A uripalter, CitriMUa and Brum"u,. 
CrWulgro, a South American .. oup. with IOmewhat thick bUh, 
and more or lese yeUow plumage, uught also to be placed alODg 
with the Serin,,, 

The true Fincbes are .,:hie8y Northern birda, two speciet 00CtU

ring in the mOlt Northern portion of our province, beloDging &0 
dif'erent genera. 
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Gen. FJUNGILLA, Linn. (ru! restricted.) 

C/lar.-Bill forming: ::I perfcct and somewhat lengthened cone, 
both mandibles being of ncar!y cqual thick ... ess, the upper one 
~lightly notched nenr the t:Pi commissure nbout straight; win~ 
lengthened, pointl'rl, with the first four primaries sub-equal, the 
fif!t rather shorter; tail IUO !crate. forked; leglJ slender; feet 

ada.pted for perchinq 
The common Chaffinch of Britain, Fr caltDs, L, is the type of 

this form. 

752. Fringilla montifringilla, LINN"'''S. 
GoUJ.D, Birdq (If Europe, pI HIS-Or .. , Tn, ('at 653- HOnsF., 

Gat 74fi 

TOR MOUN LAIN FIl'I"('lI 

Dutr.-In summer, the male has the head, iores, eheets, sides 
of neck, back, and rump, blaclush, with pale white edges to the 
fel1ther~ of the rump the shoulders and les~er-eover's :rufous, 
edged with whIte; se('ondary covert<> also margined wit!, whitish, 
and a white spot on some of the qUills; thc~e and the taii black, 
edged with brownish yellow; the outer tail-feathcr~ mrlf!:;in£'d rt1 

their base with white; beneath, from the chill to the brellst, and 

th6 flanks, rufous. passing: into pale cinereous on the \'elly. In 
winter the upper parts arc black, the head nnd back edged with 
rufous, and the rump pure wlutc; the sides of Ihe head nnd the 
nape much finged with grey, The female differs, in having tile 
head grey, I!.nd leS!l rufllus on the breast. 

Length 6 inches i win~ 3f; tail 2!-

This Finch, chiefly an inhabitant of the tcmperde Ilnd northern 
parts of Europe and Asia, hIlS been occasionally found in the 
~. 'V. Himalayas during the cold ,veather. Jt wa.s 8ent from 
AOghanht.'\n by GriIBth, alllI Bly.h has seen specimenIJ from Simla 
nnd Cashmere. At Mussoorce, Uut-ton obS<'rved it as rl a rare 

,vinter visitant, thougb it may be common laigher up. 1 have 
only seen it in the flocks of Propflliler r/iodocllroU/J." 

Besides the well·known Chaffinch of Europe. there are two or 
tJuee allied species from the north of Africa and adjacent ia1et. 
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The Green-finches, lAg",.;,.,", K(ich, (CMO'I'OIpiza, Boup.) lnolud" 
beUde the well known Green-finch of Britain, two or three apeaiea 
common in China and Northem Asia, Ff'. Mllieu.,and Fr. kauraribc, 
Temm .• which, by their colours, may be' said to connect thc Siskinl 
BDd their lilli~s \\ith the plainer coloured Finches. 

Two species of M UlItijringilla are found in Ladakh, and may 
stray within our limits. The type of the genul! is the M. nivall4, 
and it is distinguished from Fringilla by it:. slightly curved and 
lengthened claw~, and tile 31<1 primary i~ shorter than the firlt 
two. It is somewhat relnted to Plectrop"all~', which indeed Blyth 
pIsces here rather than with the Buntin~s. 

Mflntijril!gilla lw.'fIlatopygia, Gould, p, Z. S., 18!iI, and figured 
in hi, Birds of Asia, pt. 111 pl. 15, ha<! the upper plumage 
light, witll the lower bn('k and rump tinged with crimson. Adami 
found it common on the mountains Sltrl'ounuing the Chimouraree 
hke, in small flocks, feeding on the seed@. of a ,vorm-wood. 

M. Adamsi, Moore, said to be very like lJI, Gehlert, is ashy 

above, white bel o\\' and on the upver tail-coverts, with the wings 
black, with white-eo liNtS. Adam~ found it "a nativo of the 
b&rren wastes and mountains of Ladakh, in small flocks, terrestrial 
in its habits; and, in it~ call note, and mode of progression on the 
ground, \ ery ~irnil llr to the true Larks. The nest is composed 
of' dried grass, and usually placed in dykes and stony place! by 
tbe way side." 

Other species are M. brunneinuclla, Brandt., from North·elU:ltorn 
Asia; ./11. gri8flillueha, Br., from North America; M. m'CroUII, and 
M. Geblffi, from Northern Allin, probably extending in winter 
into Central Asia. 

Tbe next form is a somewhBt anomalous one, though related 
to the last by the long bind claw. 

Gen. FRINGILLAUDA, Hodgson. 

CI«U'.-Bill short, conic, somewhat tumid; commissure gently 
curved; wings very 101lg, pointed; the first three primaries longelt 
and aub-equal j tarsus somewhat lengtbened, slender; feet fonned 
for ground habiw; cla.". "ender, hind claw long, slightly CU"ed. 
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Too remarkable genus JIM some affinibe. for Lbe Larks., both 

by ita ooloration and structure. Blyth latterly referred it to the 
genus Ltucomcu, Sw., wJ,ich it usually ooll8ic1ered the same IL\ 

JlontijringilltL Bonaparte ~on!liders that it bas analogiM Cor the 

Sparrows. 

75'3. Pringillauda nemoricola, HODGSON. 

As. Res. XIX. I58-Fr. iongipcnnis, BONAP. MSS.-BoNAP. 
I\1ld SOHLEO., Mon. Lox, pl. 47-HoltSF., Cat. 748-Montirringilla, 

spud BLYTH, Cat. 652. 

THE HIMALAYAN LARK·FINCn. 

De8('1'.-Above dUllky urown, euged with rurous on the back 
and scapulars, as in the I.arks; quills and tail dusky with pale 
edgings; the long wing-coverts !l.'ld tertiaries h:H'C a. broad edging 
of pale rufous or wllitish; upper tail-coverts blackish ~vith white 
tips; beneath, the plumage is light earthy grey, pale an·l nlbeseent 
(In the vent and lower tail-coverts, \\hich arc white with dusky 
centres. 

Bill and legs fleshy-brown; irides red brown. 
L ength 61 inches; extent Ill; wing 3i; taiI2:f. 
This curious Lark-like Finch is founu throughout the Hima· 

layu, most common towards the North-west. Hodgson states 
that its ha.bits are very like those of the arboreal Larks; and that 
it feeds on the sk irts or the forests. Adams says that they arc 
seen in large flocks feeding round the margin of the melted snow, 
and coming to tile lower ranges in winter. "Their stomach," says 
Hodgson, "is a powerful gizzard, and their Cood consists of kernelJ 
IIDd hard seeds, which they digest by means of trituration with 
gravel." 1 did not obtain thi9 bird in Sikim, bnt it is noted in 
Bonfield's Catalogue (l.S having been procured at Dnrjeeling by 
Dr. Pearson. 

Those remarkable birds, the Plant-cutters of South America; 
Playtotoma, are plaoed anlong the Finches by Gray and othera 811 a 
teparate 8ub--&u~ily .. but they perhaps belong kl the great group 
of the Tu&gel'L They have the margins of the bill 8m'ra&ed. 
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Sub-fam. ALAtJDUf.&t Larks. 
Bill typically longer and moro deoder illan in mos~ PriRgiUidll. 

short and thick in many; wings broad; tertiaries elongated. pointed. i 

d"' ..... s slightly curved; hind toe and claw typically long; plumage 
brown, more or less striated. 

The Larks fonn a v~ry distinct group of small ground-b!rds, 
chicfly frequenting open lands, II.D.d which rise singing into the air. 
Their form is robust, their wings nrc Jalge and very broad, to 
:sustain them in their hovering flight, whilst singing; and the 
tertiaries are usually much developed, as in tho Mot<JciUidce, and in 
some other tribes, viz., the Plovers and Snipes, among the Waden. 
The bill varies much in thickness, from that of a stout, ahort 
and .Finch-lik", bill, to a long, slclldcr, and slightly curved beak ; 
die culmen is generally more or less c1lrved, and thl.! tip blunt. not 
notcht!d. Their fcet are fitteu for runnillg ('In the ground, which 
they do with alternate steps, nut hopping, Bud they rarely porch 
on trecs. In some, the hind claw is very greatly elongated and 
nearly straight. The tail i::l short or moderate, nearly evon, or 
very slightly f(llketl. The plumage i::l plain colored, usualJj
brown, with medial dark stIeaks more or less developed; and the 
sexc.s, in most, resemble cnch othe r. In 11 few there is some black 
ou thc lower surface. 

The young have pale marr,ins to the fcathers of the upper 
surface. Most have the coronal feathers Juon' or Icss leogthf'ned. 
and some arc erestcd. They moult once a year. but tllC feneral 
tone of colour alters somewhat according to lIe9.80n, by the 
abl'Uion of the feathers; in some, by a natural shedding of the 
tips of the fcathers. The Larks do not wash, but dust them
selves, like the Gallinaceous birds. They feed partly on grains, and 
much on gra!lshofipers and insectt! ; nidificate on the ground. and 
their eggs IlIe dusky greenish with numerous ~peekles. 'Many 
.ing well, and are highly imitativE'. They are &Jmoat confined to 
the Old World, one form only occurring in North America, and they 
k1'e very sparingly represented in' Malayan. and A.ustralia. The 
Larks may be said 1<.' grade to the Finches on the one haDd, 
IDrotlgh MiMtgri.gillo awl PleclrupAanu; and, on the other. iDso 
the Pipila through CorgdoIIs. 
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The Larks may be sub-divided into the Bush-larks, thc lrue 

Larks, and Lhe long-billed or Desert-larks. 

1st. Bush-Lark:!. 

These bave thc bill stout, with tho nostrils not concealed by 
feather8; the wing!! more or les9 roundcd, and the tail short. 

Tbey are , squat, heavy looking birds, which prefer morc bushy 
places than the true Larks, and seek_ concealment. 

Gen. MIUAFltA, Horsfield. 

(,Itar.-Bill stout, thick, compressed; the culmen curved aDd 
convex; the tip slight! y dellectcd; eOlDmissure gently curving; 

wings rather short, lst quill short, 2nd shorter than the 3rd. 
4th, 5th, and 6th, which afe nearly equal; tail very short, even; 
legs rather long; hind claw modcrat.cly long. 

The Bush-larks, as they lDay bc culled, arc didting'.lished by , 
their rounded wings, short tail, llnd thcy havc llsually more or less 
ferruginous on tbeir wings. The cdges of the mandibles Ufe otten 

worll away about or beyond the . middle. They arc fOlUld in 
India, including Mrunyana, Australia, and in Africa. 

754. .irma assamica, McLELLAND. 

P. Z. S. HI39-BLYTIJ, Cat. 746-lIoRs.t'., Cat. 7iO-Ploee
alauda typicu, HODos,-Aggia H.-(B1U1tal at l\Iuttra ?}-BMriri 
at Bhagulpore. 

Tn" BENGAL BUSH-LARK. 

Delcr. -Above asIly brown, with an olive tinge; feathers of the 
crown, interscupulars. Ilnd scapulllrs, with dusky brown centres; 
wings and tail dusky, the outer ,'cbs of tbe primaries, and the 
edges of the secondaries, with the whole under surface. brjgbt 
ferruginous. fainter beneath; under-parts fulvesceut whi~e, wbiter 
on tho throat, and spotted on the breast; Il light superciliary 
streak, and the car-coverts speckled with Jusky ; outer tail-feather, 
with the exterior web, ferruginous, the others edged with the same. 

Bill dusky above, fleshy whiti:!h beneath; leg!! pale Sethy 

brown; irides lwei brown. Length 5i to .5f inches; e.xtent,lOi; 

wing 3i; tail 1; i biJI ~t (ront lc i t&1'SU8 not quite 1. 
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This species, which way be at once distingu.i$hed from the 
others by thc prevalent a!hy hue. hat! a very thick, stout fonn; 
the bill is very thick, and is often much worn away Ilt the edges; 
the 2nd primary is about equal to the 6th; and the tail ie very 
short 

The Bengal Bush-lark is found throughout aU Northern India 
to ,be Nerbudda, extend ing eastwards into Assam. It is atated 
also to occur in the N. W. Provinces, and in"tho Deyra Doon, 
but I think tha.t doubtful. Gray states this to be tho sarno as 
Ja!1llllica of Horsfield, but the de~cription of that bird i~ very 
diff'",rent, IUId more like that of another Indian species, M. 
erythroplera. It is a tolerably familiar bi nI, feeding in gardena 
lind bushy ph"ces. squatting when wJtched,'nnu then taking a short 

flight; and it appears to have the propen~ity to hide itself moro 
thlW any of the other Indian species_ It frequently perches on 
bushes. Mr. Philipps, as quoted by Horsfield, says that" in the 
morning and evening, it may be observed, perched on 'a n!lked 
bank, and there pouring Qut its song, wh ich c(Jnsists pf "'about 
eight notes, the first ;.ix 'Juickly repeated, the Io.st two '~lowly ;" 
but, as before stated, I am inclined to doubt if this bird really 
occurs in the ~. 'V. Pro\"ince~, and I imaginc that Philipps' rc
mailLS apply to another ~peeics . 

Mr. Blyth says that ' ill captivity it ilJ u heavy inactivc bird, 
prono to hide itself from observation, and that its song is pleasing, 
but of no power.' It appears to be more common in long t!;rl1ll! 

than in i?ushy ground; and I have only observed it myself in lower 
Bengal, Dacca, and Sylhet. 'n e nest is described by Tickell u 
lik.e that of Ammomanea pl/(Imicura; but one which I obtained in 
Dllcca in June, was distinctly domed, or covered in by turning the 
stems of grass over, and was very artfully concealed. Tho 
eggs are dull greenish white, with numerous Srey and brown 
Ipota. 

755, Ilirafra amnja, JERDON, 

IlL Ind. Om. (under lII, erythroptcra. PI. 38)-2nd Suppl. Cat, 
18S-BLYTH, Cat. 743-HoBSF., Cat.. 71S-HeJi-jilla, Tel.
Lupu in <':entral Iw..N.-Chirchiro, lL 

3 G 
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Tslt MADR.l8 BUSB·LAJU(. 

De,cr.-Plumage above dusky brown, with pale rufous edges 

to the feathers, and a paltl supelcilium; ear·eoverts pale rufoue, 
tillped with dusky ; beneath whitt!, faintly tinged with fulvous, ~d 
with the breut marked with large oval brown drops i quills dusky 
brown, rufous on the outer web of all (except the :first two) '0 
near tile tip, and with the inner webs rufous at the ba,e, that 
color obliqllely margining them to ncar the tip; t~e four central 
feathers of the tai l pale brown, the others darkish hrown, the two 
outermost edged with yellowish white on their outer webs. 

Bill dusky, fleshy beneath; legs flesby; irides brown. Length 

5f to 6 inches i wing 3~: i tail l ~ ; bill at front frJ ; tarsus T!h; hind 
toe and claw i. 1st quill above 1 inch long, 2nd auout r'.l(j shorte r 
than the next three; tail very short; bill moderately thick. 

Thill Bush·\ark is found on tho:! Malabar Coast, in the Carnatic, 
in Mysore, nl1d the southern pMt of the table·\and extending 
North to Goomsoor and Midnaporc. Col. Tytler sk.t(!!! that it 

occurs at Hllrrackpore, but it is ccnainlr very tare ill Bengal. 
It ia also {o\U\d in C<"ylon, and I lately found it Ilunndant at 
Thayevm.vo in UpPN Burmllh . 

It is II. tole~ably familiar bird, entering gard~ns, uud coming 
close to hOllSes, and docs not care so much, as some others of the 
genus, to conceal itself from observation, for it simpl.v squat'S, in 
general, 'do~c to thp ground, ilnd docs not hide it"c1f. It frequent
ly perchea (In shrubs or e~'cn on trees, and takes short fiighta in 
the air, des.-cnding again ,vith outspread wings. It breeds on the 
ground, making a loose nest of grass, under the shelter of a bnsh 
or tuft of gras@, and lays three or four eggs, grceni$h. grey, 
with IpOts. and stains of brown and dusky . It has a pleaaant 
liulo song which it uUeri! during its short fligbtll, or oo.:caaion&lly 
rrom the ground. Spccimens from the Camaric hare a redder 
unge than others from Midnapore Ilnd Ceylon. 

756. Mirafra erythroptera, JERDON. 

JERDON, 111. Ind. Orn. pI. 3S-BLYTH, Cat. 74.4-nOBSP., 
Cat. 'l'-M. Javanicft, apud JEIIDON, Cat. 189. -Jun9li aggia, 
H.-Chinna eeli-jiUa, Tel 
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TOE RED·l1fnroED BUau-LAu. 

Ducr.-Upper pam: strcaked, the centres of the reathers being 
du.U:y brown, and the edges light"fulvoua brown, rufoscent on &be 
head; coronal feathers lengthened; a whitish eyestreak; elof 
reathers rufe'lcent-brown; beneath, the throat is pure white, and 
the rest of the plumage pale Culvescent-whitisb; the breast mark.ed 
with largo oval bl"ckish'spots; primaries and secondaries ferrugi· 
nollS on both webs, except towards the tip, the dusky por'ion 
gradually increaaing to tile outermost feather; tail Llaekiah, the 
four middle feathers brown and the outermost only whitish Oil j" 

outer wtb. 
Bill horny fleshy; feet fleshy; irides dark brown, l.ength 5i 

inches; wing 3-rt(i; tail 2; bill M front T"n; ttlrsus U; hind claw 
T'(5 ; the bill is thick; the 1st quill a ifll':h long; the 2nd. of I.D. 

inch shorter than the 3rd, 4th, and 5th. which are about equal. 
This species, though vcry similar to the last, is readily diatin. 

guishcd from it by its smaller eize, and by the rufous coloW' extelld
inS over the whole of thc primary quills i also by tho longer tail 

Tho Red-winged Bu~h-Iark is fou;ad in tb(' tahle-Iand of the 

Detcan, extending south to tlH~ edges of tho Carnatic, and it it 
found also in the hilly district of Monghyr, where I lately procurod 
it, but I did not ob~er\'e it in the intcTmcdip,te Saugor disa.rict. 
nor at Mhow in Central India. Duck HamiltoD appears to havo 
observed it, for it is figurcd among his drawiugs. It is very 
common about Jaulnah, in low jungle. I saw it once ouly ill Lb. 
Carnatie, at the Coot of the Eastern GhAts, inland from Nellor6; 
aDd here I found it within a mile or so of the preceding species, 
JI. affinis, but neither encroaching on tho other'8 ground. It 
never frequents the open plains, nor does it enter garden8 aDd 
eDcl09ures like the la~t one, but it keeps almost exclulively to 
10" ecattered jungle. It frequently pe:rchee on shrubs, whence 
it occasionally rises a short distance in the air, and de8cend, .gaiD. 
with outspread wings, its bright rurous quills glittcring in the 
alUl. Like the others, it is found single or in p&irs, never con~ 
gaaing; is a .hy and wary bird, 1J.D.d. when observed, hide. iIMlI 
~d .. bush; and. if followed, soon contrives to COIleMl 
it:telf. 
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757. Mirafra cantillans, JERDON. 

J. A. S. XIII. 960, !\nd 2n~Supp1. Cat. 185-DLYTB, Cat. 
745-Hon8F., Cat 719-Alauda chendOf'1a, apud JERDON, Cat. 
185-Agll11n or Aghili, 1I.-·nuruUa pitta, Tel., also Aghin 

pitta, Tel. 

THF. Snmuw BUSH-LARK. 

De.cr.-Abo,·e dusky brown, the feathel'll laterally margined 
with rufeseent brown; wings and their coverts strongly margined 
with rufous brown; a. pale eycstrcak; throat and below the car
covertrJ white, and the rest of the under parts pale rufes{'ent, 
darker on the brea<;t, with a. few indistinct !!mall breast spots; outer 
tail fcathers nearly all white, the penultimate "hite on the outer 
web only. 

Bill dusky Jwrny, fleshy beneath; legs :l]es}lY brown; irides 
dark hown. Length 5j inches; e'i:Wnt 10; wing 2i; tail 2; 
bill at front, i7J; 1st primary I in(..h; the four next e1ual, or the 
2nd and 5th 8. triac shorter; bill not very thiek; fcather'> of head 
elon~ated. 

This species is distinguished from the other Bush-larks by the 
less amount of rufous on the wings, and this, with its more 
slender bill, led me, fron~ seeing a. caged specimen, to consider it 
0. trne Lark. It is very closely allied to AI. Hor~/j,'I(li, GQuld, 
from New South Wales. 

The Agg-un Bush-lark is J.!cncrally spread throughout India, 
but not vl'ry ('ommon, except in some localities. It 1lI most 
abundo.nt in the Carno.tie, the Northern Circo.rll, and in some 
paru of ~fysOJe; moro rare in the table-land. It is found in 
Bengal al~o, but rare; common in Behar, aceonling to Bueh. 
Hamilton, and ill Central India, according to Tiekell. It ehieRy 
frequents mendows and grass land near cultivati')n; and it is said 
to rile higher in the air thalt other Afiralrcz; thus; in its colours, 
babits, haunts, and song, it is mor(' Lark-like than any other 
.'1J.ira./ra. It is ofoon caged, and much prized by the natives for 
il.8 plcasant little song, which is very sweet. It a.lso imitates the 
Dotes of other birds, though perhaps not so well as the Cha'ffdul, 
Golmda cril(a{D.. 



ALA-UDIN6-. U1 

M. Jaraniea is found in Java, and in !!Ome of the other isluds 
of Malayan&, and appeal'll to be the only apedea of this group 
known through':lllt tbo M111~o.n Arcl1ipell\go. M. Hor.fiWIi. 
Gould, from Australia, has been Illready alluded to. 'There ate, 
perhaps, SCYP.nU. of ulis genus Cound in Africa, but lome that ale 

referred to it by Dr. Smith, appl'lLr to belong to the genua M4IG
Iupllonl11 of Gray (lJracllOlIy.1·, Swains), !\II well as some . of the 

Almllw of Smith. This merely diJfer~ from Mirofra in having 
weaker bills. 

2nd The True Lal·h. 
These have the nostrils covercd with a tuft of incumbent 

bristle·like feathera. They frequent more open ground th6n Ihe 
Bush.larks, and do not endesYfmr to conceal themaclv6!I further 
thou by squottinf!' close to the {fround. Thero are several forma 
smong the tml:' Larks, some of them hal'ing thejr bilb nearJy ., 

btrong as in A/ira/ra. 
The first two genera have their plumage nearly uniCorm, &Dd, 

scarcely, if Ilt :loll, stri:loted ; their bill~ are thick Rnd Finch-like, and 
were it not for their tufted nostrils, they might be rAnked with the 
MirojrlI!; and, indeed, two of them wen' dCl!crihcd under that 
generic appcllation. 

Gen. AM)[oMANE!iI, Cahanis. 

Cltar.-BiIll'hort, thick, compressed, arched o.t culmen, acute at 
thc tip, whieh is slightly bent over; gonys ascending; wings long, 
straight, 1st quill minute, 2nd not 110 long as the 3rd and 4th, 
which are the longest, and 5th is nearly equal; tertiariell not elonga
ted beyond the secondaries; tail rather long, ~Iightly emarginate ; 
tarsus and feet mod('ratc; hind claw largc. These birds have a 
remarkable rufou~ coloration on the back, tail, and under partl; 

frequent open bare fields'-and plaius, Ilnd do not congregate. 

758. Ammomanes phalnicura, FIWiKLnr. 

Mirafra, apnd. FRANKLIN, P. Z. S. 1831-SYKE8, Cat. 100-
JE&OON, Cat.' 18S-BuTO, Cat. 747-H0B8!,., Cal 722-Aggiyo, 
R-lWytl\l, H.. of lOJn(:-AmLali-jori"9adu. Tel.,lOmetime. Dot.a~ 
,..., i. ~. Road bird. . 



BIBDB OF IMDU.. 

THJ' RU.J!'OllS-T"uLEP I<'JN(lH·LA~J[. 

Dt,cr.-Plu~e above aeby brown with a rufe6cent tin~e; rump, 
bue of wi, \he inner web. of tie quills, and the tail-feathen. 

dark rorOU! or dull ferruginous; tbe quills and tip of the tail dalk 
brown; lower partl the same forruginous hue, b~t paler on the 
thtoM and lower tail-coverts, and with a few dusky streaks on 
the breast; extremity of the lower tail-coverts with a dusky spot.. 

Bill horny brown above, fleshy at the base beneftth; legs fiesby; 

irides brown. Length 61 inches; wing 4r"h; tail 2i'u; bill at 

front In:; tlll"lll/S It ; hind toe and claw lu' 
The Rufous-tailed Lnrk is found throughout the southern part of 

India, all far Nor~h. at aU events, as the Nerhudda on the West, more 
rll'«l however towards the North. I have seen it North of the Nel"
budd .. at i\Ihow and Snugor, but rare; and Tickell appears to 
have rod with if in Central India. It i. unknown 011 the "bblabat 
Coast, in Bengal and in the N. W. Provinces. It is most abun
dant in the barc table-land of the Deccan, frequenting open plains. 
ploughed lands. stubble nelUs, and dry beds of rivers. It frequent
ly ascends suddenly in the air by a few interrupted strokes of its 

wings, and uttering at the same time a pleasant loud whittling 
note, something like too-whee; it then descends with a 8uuuell fall, 
changing its notl' to a low IBlk-like warbling; when close to the 
ground, it again repeat~ this, and so on for several times. It 
occasionally, tl.lOligh very rarely, perches on low trees or bushes. 
Jt feeds on seeds of various kind8. and hard insects ; and it maKes 
ita nest on th.· ground. of gro.ss o.nd other liVht mo.teriai, generally 

under the shelter of (I. clod of caHh, or tuft of grass, laying thtee 
or four e~s. clirty greenish-white. with numerous small brown 

.pots. It breed! about Jaulnah in February and March. Tickcll 
(ouna it breeding in Centrallodia in June. 

759. Ammomanes lusita,nlca, GMELIN. 

AlfUlda, Ilpnd GMFJ.JN-A. dl'serti, LICUTEN.-;-A. isabellina, 
TaMil. PI. Col. 244. f. 2.--GOUl.D. Birds of Europe, pl. 163-
Mit&frt ph!l!lDicnroide~. BLTTU.-Ho&SF., Cal 123. 



THE PAU:~B.UFOt18 FmOH-Ljax. 

Det.:r.-Affined to.d. pllttmicura, ' but the genel'aJ hue J, ltu 
ru.£eacent; upper parts dull sauAy grey-brown; the wiDg-coveN 
dark-ahe.ftedj the under parts fuivoU8 grey. or itllLbelline, albesceili 
on the throat, lind ... ·ith a few faint dus!:y streaks on the breut; 
\ail brown, faintly ruiescent at its extreme base, and on the outer 
..... eb of the outermost feather; bloali margins 1f the inner webs 
of the primaries and secondaries. with the Il"illaries, abo pale 
rufescent. 

Bill dusky above, yellowish bcneath; fect pale yellow-brown. 

Length about 6 inches : wing 4; tail 2i j tarsus i: hind claw 
above -h. 

This species inhabits Atrghani~tnn and Central Asia, but 'presd. 
into Cashmere Qml the Punjab Salt range, where procurod by 
Mr. Theobald. Griffith states that it frequcnLa rocks nnd atony 
j:)laces, and that thc claws arc usually mucJ. worn. It is chiefly an 
inhabitant of Anbia, Northern Arrica. and Southern Europe, 
especially in the south of Spain and Portugal. 

It is much paler antI less rufous than the last; of which it may 
be supposed to have the habits. Trilltram found iu ncij t in Africa, 
and describes the egg!> as cream colour, blotched with red and 

brown. 
~ther species of thilS Finch·lark arr. A. cillllumoIllC«, Bonllp., 

and A. pallida of Ehrenberg. It docli nut seem tlwt the lndian 

examples have been accurately com plll'cd with lUisitallicu, and 
Horsfield, in his Catalogue, Rives both thc~ lost species with a 
quC}ry. as perhaps the same as our bird. 

The next genus is chiefly uevelopeu in Africa, one speciea onl, 
occurring in India. 

Gen. PYlmnULAUIM, A. Smith. 
Char.-Bill short, very BI/)ut, sides eomprcued; tip entire; 

aulmen strongly arched; cODlmiMiure straight; wins. moderately 
long, broad, cd well developed, and the tertiaries Jengthetaed ; int 
quill very smaH. the hur nest equal and lollJ!est; 'ail moderate, 
eligbtly forked; tarllua mort; toes smnll ; hind claw slightly ~ 
ened mel curved. 



BIRDS OF J1WJA.. 

Thill genus of small Larb wa'l rOf1Ilerly classed among the 

Finches by some na.turalis~. With much of the structurc of !.he true 
Lar~ it differs remarkably hy ibo Jbort stout oill; and the tleJtes 

differ in colour, the males baviag somc larg~ pa.tches of black on 

$heir under parts. 

160. Pyrrhulauda grisea, SCOt'OLI. 
Atauda, npud ScOrOLJ-BLYTIl, Cat. 748-HoRSF., Cat. 724~ 

P. crucigera, TJ::YM. PI. Col. 26\.1·1-SYK,.;s, Cat. 10S-.h:lWOS, 
Cat. 194-Alauda gingica, GMJ,;L.-DiYDrtt, H. DIIM, H. of some, 
oommonly culled Dablta!.: c/I/Jri, i. e., Squat Span'ow-Jotllauli, of 
Hindu bird·dealcrs (Boch. llam .)-Cltat.Marui, :md Dlwla c1",ta, 

Beng.-Puti.·picliihe or PiyaJa l1idtike, Tel., i. e., Short Spa.rrow 
or Ground Sparrow. O"lo[an of some Europeans ill the south 

of India.. 
TilE BLACK·BELLIED :FISCH-LARK. 

Ducr.- Male, above pale brownis!J. grey, the feathcl'l:I slightly 
eentroo darkl'r, somewhat rufesccnt .on thc back; forehead and 
cheeks whiuJh; wings lind tail urown, the fcathels all pale edged; and 
a deep brown or ulack band from the base of bill through tho eyes, 
continued to the ocdput; chin and throat, sides of neck (clI."tending 
a.t right. angles b>~hind the ear·covcrl~, and thus ta.king the fonn 
or • crO&9, whcnce Tcmminck's t'pccific name), breast, and lower 
parts deep chocolate urown or black; sides of breUl:ot, of abdomen, 
and the Ilanks, whiti~h, bordcring the dark eoloul·. 

Bill pale; legs fleshy; irides dark broll·n. Length about 5 
inches; exter.t 10; wing 3; tail nearly 2 j bill at front not j. 

'fhe female wants thtl black on the lower parts, the plumage 
is darker. ami more rufescent above; thl! ureast faintly streaked 
with brown, Illld earthy on the Ranks, sides of ureast. and neck. 
Sbe it a anutllt!r bird, m!:l!lsuring about 41 inches 

This curious little hiI'd is common throughout all I'ildia, rrom 
Ceylon to the foot of the Uims.lay~ except on the Malabar 
COIRt, ao.d it doC! not aect:Dd the Himalayas at all It is 
especially abundant in WC$tcrn India, in Siodh, and the pup.e 

jab, aDd extends thence to Arabia, h frequents the open 
plains. and ploughed or fallow fields, und prefcN thtl b&rl:lit ~)()~ 



and especially roads, where it may often be seen dusting 

iueU'. h is remarkble for the sudden ascents and deeoenta 
of its flight, mounting up some height by a few flappings of ita 
wings, and then descending almost pcrpeD~cularly, till it nearl, 
reaches the .'!round, when it again ril!eS as before, and repeat. 

this severlLl times. III general, it takes but a short flight. and. on 
alighting, squats close to the l:,'1'ounil. and will almost allow itself 
to be ridden over before it rises. It oCU!lionally may be aeon 

seated on the house-top, but I never saw it perch on • tree except 
on one occasion, when 1 observed about twelve or fifteen of them 

perched on a low tree close to cantonment in the hot weaUler. It 

makes its n~t, frOID JatlUary to March, in the Decenn, lato: further 

north, on the ground in 11 slight hollow, with gr898. thread, piece. 
of cloth, &c., and lays two or Uuce eggs or a light greenieh grey 
tint, with small brown spots, chiefly nt the larger end. The young 

bird! are plumaged like the true larks. SunuevaU says that he 

h<:ard it singing in the air like a lark, with expanded wings. This 
I have not witnessed. 

It remains the whole year in Illdia, and, in tho cold leasOD. 
sometimes collects in lar;:::c floch, alld is theu often shot for table 
as till!' (h,tohm.' La.rnrd say!', that it vi~it9 Ceylon in llocks, in 
the cold weather, but docs not br('cd there, 

Several spccie@ of tMs genus occllr ill Africa, and have been 
figured in Dr. Smith's Zoology of South Africa. 

In the next group, the wings are much lengthcnqd, the let 
primary rudimentary, or even wanting in some. To thil beloDgl 
the CtUandJ'a Larks, and Calandrella, in which the bill i, .till 
thick and short, and the plumage plaiD, not strongly 8treaked ; aDd, 
in -Calandra there is a patch of black on the breast, llMimilating 
them to the preceding birds. 

... Gen. CAL~uLLA, Kaup. 
Syn.. CoryplUdea, BLYTH. 
CAar,-Bill 1!!hart, .ub-conic, moderately compreued; wiap 

long. et.taight .. 6nt primary minute. the next three primm. aboa& 
equal; tertiariu el.ong1Ited; feet lmall, with Ihorc.iah to.. _ 
lIlOderuelyabort, bid atraight hind claw. 

Tbie fOnD bat more dl.e .. peet of • Bunting thaD a 1.&1\ 
38 
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761. OaJandrella brachydactyla, T.""",cl<. 

Alauda, apud TEMMINcK-HonsF., Cat. 114-Al. calandTeUa, 
BONELLI-BLYTH, Cat. 736-Alauda dukhunensis, SYKES, Cat. 
99--JERDON, Cat. lR7 -A. al'enaria, STEFHENS-Emberiza bag
haira, FltANKLIN-E. olivacea, TIOKELL-Baghaira, or Bag
heyri or Baglwda, H.-Ortolan of Europeans in India. 

THE SnORT-TOED OR SOCIAL LARK. 

De,cr.-Upper parts pale rufcscent sandy, streaked with dusky; 
a stripe over the eye, and the whole under parts, flllvOllS'white, 
tinged with earthy brown on the breast, which is spotless in some, 
in a few slightly spotted ; wings dusky brown, with {ulVOllS edg
ings, broader ::md deeper-eolored on the tertiaries, and on the 
tips of the coverts, anq with a whitish cdge to the first developed 
primary; tail dusky, the penultimate fcather having the .1uter web 
white-edged, Ilnd the outermost feather with the outer web wholly 
white to ncar the basc, and also some of the inner web. In old or 

worn plumage the dusky tinge prevails on thc back, the breast has 
some narrow dusky streaks, and II. paleh of the same appears on 
each side of the lower part of the foreneek ; this is also slightly 
observable in nnwly moulted specimens. 

Bill whitish horny, dusky on the rid ge of uppel' mauJ iblc; legs 
brownish, darker at the joints; irides dark brown. Length 61 
inches; wing 4.; tail 21; tlUSUS 1\5 ; hind toe with claw about ..f(J' 

This species is widely distributed throughout Asia, Europe, and 
Africa, and has even been once killed in Britain. It is found 
throughout India, more rare to the extreme soutb, nnd it has not 
been observed in Ceylon, but numerous in the Deccan, and thence 
northwards to the foot of the Himalayas, but not in the countries 
to the eastward. 

Tho short·toed Lark appears in India in October and November, 
in flocks, frequenting the bare grass downs., freqnently damp spota 
near tanks. 81eo grain fields Ilnd ploughed land, and it almost 
always retircs to cornfields or grass for shelter during tbe heat of 
the day, whence it does not in l-!encral issue again till next mom· 
ing, for they arc seldom seen Hying abont or feeding in the 
&ttcrnoqn or evening. It feeds almost entirely on seeds; both 



J'WlI .nd hops on the ground, and has • eaIl note like that or tbe 
real Larks. Towards the end of March in the south, April in the 
north of India, clifferent flocks often unite into vast troope, c0n

taining many thousand birds, and quite darkening the air, 10 close 
do they keep together, even when flying. Great numbers are 

netted in 60me part!> of the country, or taken by bird· lime, or 
shot; for when feeding, they koep close to each other. On one 
occasion, on the cavalry parade-ground at Kamptee, J bogged 
twelve dozen birds after discharging: both barrels, and many wound
ed birds esca.ped. They get quite fat about this time, and are 
really very excellent eating, Rnd they arc always called Ortolan 
by Europeans in India. They leave the north of InJi .. about the 
end of April, or beginning of May, anJ they breed in the steppes 
of Central Asia, Eastern nusaia, anu ulso in Northern Afrjca, 
placing their nest on the ground ut the edge of n scrub or bush, and 
bying four to six eggs, usually marked with grey and rufOU8 spots, 
but sometimes, it is said, unspotted yellow brown. 

Alauda ielUoptera, P .JIIas, from North Asia, is placed as a Caia.,

drella by Bonaparte. The Calandre Larks (MdaTl()cor!lpll~ Doie) 
are large species, with very thick convex bills ; winge with 
the first primary very minute or wanting, and thu teruaries 
not elongated. The hind claw is straight (lml of moderAte length. 

They arc chiefly inhubitants of Sorthem and Central Asia, the 
South and East of Europe, and of Africa. Their habits are 
said to be that of the last bird, and of Alauda, but th~t \hey 
keep aloof from cultivation_ One species, M. torguata, Blyth, M. 
bimactdat4 of Menctties, is the Bokhara Lark of some EuropcllI1s 
in the North-west, the Jull of the natives. It is a favorite 
song bird or the AiTghans, anJ is often brought to the Punjab, 
Cashmere, and even to Calcutta. It is very like M. caialuira, but 
is considered generically distinct Ly llIyth. ond named Gulandrina, 
having a longer and le!13 robuJt bill. Its general color is much 
aa in Cal lmulq;da.ct!lit" but with a larp:e blac!.:i!lh patch on each 
aide of the breast above, tending to meet n.cross; beneath whitish, 
upper parts duftky, with pale sandy edgings. Length about 1i 
incbee; 'Iring 4t; tail 21. It is quite possible that thia Lark: 
may ye' be found in the extreme Nonh-weBt Province., it ~ 
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common in Mghaniltan. To tru. fteD.US also belong AI. tartaricc, 
p.u., of North AliA, almost entirely blAck in summer dreas, 
(oocaaionally killed in Europe); and A. mongolica, Pallas. AI. 
ciDUey, Temminck and Bollaparte, belongs to tho, same group; but, 
from i.very thick nnd deeply notched bill, baa been separated as 

~,Bonap. 

The Dext form is not unlike the preceding one, bnt smaller, and 

len lIOCiaI in its habits. 

Gen. ALAUDALA, Blyth. 

Char.-Bill more lcngthenod IUJd slender than in the preceding 
genera, but still rather mort and thick, and slightly CUI\'cd ; wings 
moderate. with no ruJimentary first primnry, ani: tJI6 first three 
quills longe.,; tail even; feet very small; hind clew about the 
length of tbe toe, nearly straight. Of smnll size. 

This genua may be said to combine the grmernl form nDcludin~ 
the bill) of AlauJa, with the feet and plumage of Calandrelk. 
Thero is only one species known, the smallest of all the 
Indian Larks. 

762. Alaudala raytal, BoeH. HAMILTON. 

Alauda, spud n. IIA?lllLTON-HoRSF., Cat. 773-Oal. ray tal, 
BLYTH, Cat. 737-Al. pispoletta, PALLAS ?-RetaJ, H., i. e. Sand · 

bird. 

TOE INDIAN SAND' LARK. 

DIICf'.-Gooeral hue of the upper parts light brownidMahy, 
with narrow dark ccntres to the feathers; lower parts white, faintly 
tinged with fulvou9 on the brcll$t, where obscurely marked with 
emall 'pote; wing·coverts and tertiaries m:ll"gined with pn.le 
fWv6scent. or whitish; the outermost tail-feath~ whIte, except 
the inner half of thc inner web, and the next one is wh4e along 
the marginal half of its outer we'll only; Do whitish line through the 

eyeo. . 
Bill pale horny; legs fleshy yellowish; iridcs brown. Length 
~ inches; extent 8; wing 3 ; tail I f to 2; tarsus l1u ; bind we and 
claw not. i; bill at front I ; spread of foot 1. 



1'his little Sand~lark is found on the baa.b of the Hooghly, Gu.

gee. Indus. and Bramapootra; also, as I lately had the 0PPOMnitl 
of observing, abundant on the barRS of the Irrawaddy in Upper 
Burmab. It frequents the sand dune!. the colour of which itt 
own ..,luma,re strongly approximates. DW'ing the Might of the 
flood of the IITDwudd.v. I ohselved it feeding on the roads ad 
plains in the station at Thayct-myo in small parti6ll. "It oocuion

aUy," says Blyth, H ventures short snlStchea of 30ng, frequently 
without rising from the ground, and I never eaw it mount 
high." 

It is also found in Ccntrnl Asia, n.nd has been considered tho 
!arne as A. fMpoletta of PaUns, ,vhich name will stand, if it be 
identified with that bird. The description applies protty fairly, 
but the mca,u~ements givcn do Dot correspond, the wing being given 
as 3.8! inches, and the tail as 2'3. Blyth hIlS scen specimens ffOlD . 
Ladakh. 

The birds next noticed comprise a vcry di9ti~ct form, and it 
is tbe only one which has been observed in thc American Continent. 

They are easily recognised by their sincipital crests, and 11 poouliar 
colontion. They Ill'e mostly inhabitants of cold or temperate 

regions, and the following species are probnbly confined, in India. 
to the HimalaYD!!. 

Gen. OToconl8, Bonop.-Crc6tcd·Lark6. 
Syn. Phileremo$. Brehm. 
Char.-Bill moderately short. slcnder, somewhat conical j the 

culmen distinctly nrched; wings moderately Jo.ng; DO minute 
primary, and tbc fust three stlb-cqualand longest; tnillong, even; 
toes short; clawlI rather long nod nCllrly straight; head with a 
double, erectile, sincipital creat. 

The crested Larks diffcr from thc two la&t forms, in their shorter 
wings and longer tail. as well as in the double cr08t, and there 
is atwafs lome black on the head and bllPlt. 

763. Otocoria penicillata, GOULD. , . 
Aland., apod GoULD, P. Z. S. 1831-BLT:ru, Cat. Appeadis, 

p. 38'l-HOBBI'., Cat. ' 709':"'0. eeriba. BON.-GBAT. Gen. BirdJ. 
pI. 92 . . 



Bl&D8 OJ' UfDlA.. 

THE HORNED-LAna:. 

Dutr.-Head, neclt, alld back, streakless Vin».COOIlS ashy, 
paning to purer grey on thc wing~; narrow frontal hand, lor6s, 
cllr-oaverts, and the side9 ·,f the neck, meeting as a gorget 
acrou the brea,t, purple black; the crmvn and the pointed 
sincipital tuft.s a180 black ; forehead, supercilia. continued 
round the car-coverts posteriorly, throat, and below the breast, 
white, the latter tinged with yellow; primaries fuscous-ashy, 
the first, externally, white; the tail blackish, except the medial 

(eatherIJ, which are colored like the back, and the outermOllt 
and penultimate, which have white margins. 

Bill and feet black. l..ength about 8 inches; wing 4j; tail 3 ; 
bill at gape}; tarsus 1. 

Tbia is the description of the summer dress; in winter, probably, 
judging from the analogy of O. alp'lstris, the colors would be 
much concealed by deciduary grey cd:;ings, and the black would 
be less intense and not ~o d<'Cp. The mol('s differ from the 
females in being of a brighter colour, and in having d.e black 

feathers on the top of the head much more distinctly marked. 
The yellmv gorget in winter is bright, nnd in snmmer remn.rk ably 
faint, while the black on the nape is vice vas{i, 

The Horned·lark is an inhabitant of the cold regions of Northern 
Asia, in winter descending to the plains, and coming South. It 
has beeu found in Nepal, Kumaon, and other parts of the Hima
layas ; ruso in Cashmcre. Either this, or the next species, was 
observed by Adams on the lower Himalayan range (Birds of 
India, under No. 111). 

Mc!!lrs. Dickson and Ross, who obsen'cd it in ,Vestem A.m, 
say, that they Ilre rlrivcn to the plains in winter in search of food, 
which conllists of the grain founu ill tbe dung of cattle. They 
fiy in compauies of from three to twelve birde; are very {o.miliar, 
especially in winter, when they may be killed easily with an 
ordinary whir. 'fhey run on the sn.Jw with surpri~ing rapidity, 
and, as 800n as the SII OW has melted on the plains, they return to 
the mountain.s. 

Thill Lark ill said to sinli!: well, mounting into the air, like t. true 
Alovda. 



... , 
764, Otocoris ioDgiroltris, GoULD. 

MooD, P. Z. S., 1855, with figure-HoBSF., Cat. 710. 

TOll: LONG-BILLED HOBNBD-LAltK. 

Dt'Ct'.-Allied in colour and in the blaok markings of the 
head and breast to O. ptnicil16t4, but differs in its larger Iue, 
considetably more lengthened biD, wings, and tail, in the lhioker 

toes. and in the feathers of the back being' broadly centred with 

brown. 
Length 7f inches; wing.); tai13f; bill at front lu i tanu!I ti j 

hind toe Bnd claw -lu -
This species has lately been described, and is said to have been 

procured in tbe neighbourhood of Agra, but most probably Wal from 
the Himalayas. Judgin~ solely rron. the figllfc in the P. Z. S., it 
'-ppears very close to the last. of which pC1:napz it ia only a large 
specimen. The black on the neck is not continuous with the 
band from the eye, as in penicillata, but the resemblance is very 
close. Nev~rthelcss. as Mr. Gould is familiar with tho ptevinu. 
one, I shaH, for the prescnt., give it a place as a diadnct 
species. 

Otocori. alf1t3tm is found in Europe, frequenting the IICa. shores. 
and has been kiUed on the English coast; and O. bilbpJ&a, Temm., 

Pl. Col. 241, f. I, much fm:'ll!cr lh'm the rreceding, i, found in 
North Africa, and Arabia Petrroa, and may occur iD thc extreme 
west of Sindh and the Punjab. Several species occur in Amcricll, 
being the only Lark! found in the New Continent, and lOllle 

of theae have been separated by Selater as Neocory', 

Geo. SPIZA.LAUDA, Blyth, 

J. A. S. XIV. 2~8. 

CAar.-Bill as in Alauda, i. e.. with the nostrils protected by 
briatlC5, bu.t thicker and Mirafta-like in its form; winga long. with 
the lit qnill aU.nnte, the next four about equnl anti Jbngeet, as in 
the true Larb; terti.ries len~ened; bind toe and claw moderately 

developed; clawlI longer than in MirafiYl, ; coronal feIJhen lengt.h-o 
ened, abd fonning .. poiated creaL 

'I'hiI ill &imply .. thick-billed and highly crested AlmIda. 
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765. 8pila\&uda deva, SYKES. 

Alauda, apu(\ SYKES, Cat. 9B--Mirllfra. IIjI,yi, JEllDON, 2nd 
Suppl. Cat. 188 Li~.-J . A. S. XIII. 959-DI.YTH, Cat. 742-
HOH81'., Ca.t. 'l21- Cllinna daMul, Tel. 

'fill'; SllALL CRESTED LARK. 

Ducr.-Upper part, including the crest, iallbclline or rufous 

brown, with blaek mesial streakll; upper tail-c;)v~rts rufcscent 

without streaks; the first long prim3ry broadly edged wilh rufes
cent, and the outermost ttlil_fenther and most of the penultimate of 

the lame hue; supcrciliary nlcnk continued Tound the back of the 
head, Bnd lower parts of Do similar or isabclline hue, with a few 

dusky stri ro on tIle breast, and paling on the thront. 
Bill horny brown, yellowish bdow ; feet ftllshy brown; iddcs 

dark-brown. L ength b-1 to 5f inches; ,ving 31; tail about 2, a 

trifle longflr ; bill nt front i1': j tnrsUB i ; hind toe and claw it. the 
short first primary is about i nn inch long ; the crest has iu. longest 

feuhors about f inch Ion:;; :lnd the mesial dark streak of each is 

Itrong and contrasting. 
Thi!l small crc~tcd Lnrk is fOlilld throup;hout Southern InJiQ, 

chiefly on the t1Lblc-l.mll, f:lr(' in the Cllrnafic. Sykes pr'ocured it 
in the Deccan, where :list) I observed it, at Janlnab, and I Clbt:lined 

(lx&mple!l from the top of !.he Eastcrn Gh~fS. and from Mysore . 
It frequents gra~s-bnd. and has qltito the habits of a true L ark, Ilnd 

not at aU thm.e of n Mirafra, with which, from its tllickcr bill, 

I at Brat elassOO. it. It ill freqllent-ly caged in the Deccan Ilnd 
in the south of India, sings weU, and is an c:o::cellcnt mocking 

bird. 

We next come to tho restricted Larks. with a comparatively 

Mnder bill 

Gen. ALAUDA, Linnrous (a.q restricted.) 

Chm-.-Bill moderate, nenrly straight, coni'eIU or lubulate, 

Ilender; wings long. tho first primary exceedingly minute, and 

Ule next four lub-equal, the Bfth in some decidedly shoner; tiP' 
of the leIMr quills e1Duginated ; tail abort or modentt; forked; 



tarsus somewhat lengthened ; Ceet large; hind o!aw::very Jong; 

coronal feathers elo~ated, fonninl ~ Cull crest. 

766. A1auda trioorhyncb&, HODGSON. 

GUY, Zool. Misc. p. ~4-Ala.uda duloivolt, HODGSON, spud 
BLYTH, MSS. Mus. As. Soc.-A. arvensis. Auot. , apud BLYTB. 

Cat. 732-HoBSF., Ca~. 705-A. crolipota, P.u.LAS P-A. japonica, 

TEIOI., and SeRL. F. ,J. pI. 47 ? 

TUE HIMALAYAN SKY-L.RJ[. 

D«8CT,-Ahove deep brown, the feathers edged ",ith rufou~. 

broadly so on back of neck; beneath, and eye.brow, pale (uins
cent, or eartby white, rure~eCJlt on the breast, and with 8 few 
brown strea.ks; tail with till! out~r feathens nearly all white, and 

the penultimu.tc with the outer web also white. 
Length 7 inches; win~ 4 to 4-1; tail 2;; bill n.t (ront not i; 

tarsus 1; hind toe and c1tnv IT'". 
This Sky-lark haa been found in Nepal by Hodgson. BIyd!. 

was latterly induced to separate the Himalayan bird" under 
Hodgson's name dlllcil·(l.l (under which name he 8tat.cs that-· he 
receivcd speciment4 frolll "h. Hodgson), from tho European bird, 
with which he formerly classed I/lIicivo:c, on the grounds tbat the 

form of Lhe wing wllSdislinct, the fo urr.h de\'eloped primary in8u~ 
posed dulcitJD,1: being barely T'T; inch shorter than the third, whereu 
inllrvnuU, itis at least i shorter. The wing of the E1U'OpeanLatk 

is given as 41 inches, which is longer than in any Indian exam}1101 
ot the present bird. Moreover, the colors of duicilJOa: are said to 
be brighter, and the contrast more marked. In othor respecte the 
two birds are alike, except that the throat and cAt-coverts are leu 
8POtted in the Himalayan bird, ilI\d there is a stronger mfow tinge 
on the wings. 

It is certainly the A. triborhynclla of Hodgson, in lJonJie1d'e 
Catalogue, No. 70.5, where it i~ described as follow, :-"'Very 

like A . g.lgula; di1fer8 in being somewhat larger, and the bill 
smaller; the ferruginous wlors brighter, elpecially on the wiagI. 
Length 6i incbCl; winf 4lii ; tail 2f; &anus i; hind toe aocI 
claw Ii. Thi. Himalayan Lark hIS been sent from Nepal by 
Mr. Hodgaon, and frOID Boot.an by Mr. Pemberton." 

3 I 
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It it most likely the A. leiopw of Hodgaon, apud Blyth, olim 

J. A. S., where it is Baidto be distinguished from A. flU/gula by its 
superior size, smaller bill, RIIlI longer tail; !\nd from art"-nm 

by the shape of its wing. Thn.t name however is now given as a 
synonym of gulgula. It is probably also f1C triborll!I'ICM of 
Gray's Catalogue of the Biros of Nepal, rather than his duldVD:l:, 
of which no specimens wcrc scnt to the Bntish MUhcum, nor 
to the Museum of the India House. TJIC name tl'iOor/lynehG 
should be adopted for this species, under which name it appears 
to have been sent to the European ~ruseums, and it probably 
inhabits the higher regions of the Himalayas thrf)ughout. 

A. dulcivt>.T, JIotlgson, apud Gray, may, I think with Horsfield, 
be considered as A. aM'en,u of Europe and Asi~, v.hieh we know 
to be common in Alfghanistan, and in the country bordering the 

Rim:llnYM, :md whieh Hodgson probably saw only as a cage-bird, 
not having sent any specimem to England. 

767. Alauda gulgula, FRANKLIN. 

P. Z. S., 1831-IIOJ:ST., Cat. 70G-J.:RDON, Cnt. 1M-BLYTB, 
Cat. 733-A. gracilis, and A. gll.nl!ctica, BLYTH-A. lciopus, 
HODGt'\ON (in pllrt)-A. cr:clivox, SWlNOOF. ?-A. i\lalabarica, apuJ 
BLYTO, Cat. 73.J.-A. llrvcnsis, apud Scrm .. ;YAJ,I.-lluruia-pitta, 

Tel., yulgo N iala llicla'U, or Ground SPIl.M'ow-M'anam-badi Tam., 
i. e., Sky-biru-Blmrut, n. 

THE INDIAN SKY-I.ARK. 

Deacr.-Above, thc feathers arc dark brown, with fulvous 
margins; beneath f uh'csccnt white, deeper on the breast. and 
spotted or streaked with dusky; car-coverts spotted and tipped 
dUflky; a pale eyestreak; the erectile feathers of t.bo! head moder_ 
atelyelongated. Some specimens have a rufolls tinge on the upper 
tail-coverts, and also mnrgining the large quills, more especially 
the secondaries, while the ('over18 ~re edged with grey; the tail 
has the outermost feather almost wholly futveaoent-white, and 
~e penultimate one has its ollter web, and someiimes the tip 

of the inner web of the same tint. 



Bill horny brl)'lfD, pale beneath; legs fleshy brown; irides dark 
brown; length 6 to 61- inches; wing 3t to 3t; tail 2 to 2!; 
!anus 1; bill at front i; hind toe and claw IT'a. 

This l'Ipecies has much tbe plumage of the Sky-lark of Europe, 
but is a good deal smaller; the under parts are generAlly more 
rufescent., and there i~ a sLrongcr tinge of this hue both on the 
upper and under surface of the wings, t.he outer tail-feathers too 
are generally tinged with the snme. The 'ring hag tho fourth large 

primary barely shorter than the third, and the f\rst threo are 
nearly equal, as in triUo1'''!JIIC/IQ. 

Hi!! examples appear to b'c brighter, und with more strongly 
contrasting colours thnn tJWSl! usually killed in the plains, and 
these Hodgson sellt as A. lciopws, but he also appears to have 
applied this name to the previous SPCCillS (V. Gray, Cot. Birda of 
Nepal). Swinhoc hll~ At ca·iirox, wllieh may be tho same. 
lie compares it with A. japouica, sta.ting it to be a much smaller 
fpecies than the Japiulcse bird. Blyth doubtfully puts it as 
gulgula. 

The Indian Sky-lark is found throughout the whole of Indi~ 
frequenting grassy hills, meadows, and fields; the graasy edges of 
tanh SLr6 favorite spots, and also the bunds of rice fields, in which 
they often breed. It rises into the air singin~, but docs not 
perhaps soar so high as the Lal/rock of England. It breed. 
from March to J line, making its nest of gras~ und hair, on 
the ground under a turt of gra~s; and laying three or four 
greenish-grey eggs, with numerous brown and dusky strew 
and spots. In the cold weather they alI80cmtc more or l~! in 
Bocks, and arc tok'!n in great numbers for the table. It is 
particularly abundant on the Ncilghcrries, and also in Wynaad, 
and in Lower Bengal. I did not procure it at Darjeeling. .. The 
tong," says Mr. Blyth, "very closely resembles that of the 
Britah Sky-lark!' 

Comparative-ly few residents in India are aware that a Sky-lark 
is (¥lmmon in almost every part of India, and ""'hen they go to • 
hill Italian. ob.erve this bird, perhaps for the firIIt time, with oqoal 

lurpriae and delight. About February many are brought to the 
OaleuUa market, aDd sold .. Ortolan. 
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A. C4IdaNUa, Bonap., a 'snpposed disLmet species that bu been 
killed occaeionally in the Routh of Europe, and said to be smaller 
aud duller in colour thaD t:rt:lmu, ought to be compared with 
A. gtdgula. 

768. Alauda malabarica. SeC·POLl. 
SONNERAT. Voy. au.dndesOr., 2, pI. 113, f. I-BLYTH , J. A. S . 

X"KIX., p. 96, not of his Catalogue. 

THE CRESTED .MALABAR LARK. 

Ducr.-Very similar to A . 9!11gulu, but has n. well developed 
pointed frontal crcst. It is somewhat srnl4l1er, wnd the general tone 
of coloring much more r uroos. It is found in variou .. PUlts of 
Southern Inuin, but I 11m not nble at present to de6ne its geogra
phical distribution. It is however,s ... ery (;istinct "pecies, and 
tollows SplzaiaUllu clella \ cry closely. 

The wood L arks have been separnte,l by KIlUP as Lullula, in 
which the lst primnry ill somewhat larger thun in Alaudfl u1't'enm. 

and the 2nd al~o conspicuously ~horto.!r than the next three. 

Several African species of A lauda arc recorded, but some of 
them differ sliglltly from the typical form, and have been Lamed 
Cale1ldulauda by Blyth, having stouter bills. 

The next forln differs from the true Larks in'its some\'I'hat longer 
bill, crested hcnel. (to which, however, we are led by the las t; 
bird), and in the shorter hin(\ d uw. 

Gen. GALEI11IM, Boie. 
C/IQ,..-Billlengthencd, slightly curved j wings, with the lint 

primary moderately developed, the ne.xt four sub·e'lual, the second 
slightly shorter; toes and hind clllW less elongated than in Alauda; 
an erectile, lengthener! and pointed crest on the top of the head. 

169. Galerida cristata, LINN..EU$-

Alauda, apud LINNn;\J~-GOuLD, Birds of Europe, p1. 165-
HORd.F., Cat. 703--A. ehen,lnla, FltANJl:LlN,-Gal. chcndula, 
BLYTH, Cat. 740-A, gulgula, .. pud SYKES, Cat. 97-A. deva, 
apud JEROON, Cat. 186-Ccithilauda Boysii, BLYTH (caged 
epecimen)-A, galerita, PALLAs-Chtndul. H. also in Tel., but 
sometime! called Jutu.piUo~ i. e., the eroded bird. 
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THE LA.BGE CItUTED LAB.I. 

D"'C1'.-Pale earthy or sandy brown, rufeacent on the lea~ 
of the upper parts, with pale dusky mel!Wstre"ks; the feathen 
of the crest alone, with dark brown centres; will8' somewhat 
rufescent; uppt'.l' tail-coverts the lame, 88 &re the lower surface of 
the wings and tail; outermost tail-feather rufescent whi.te, the 
next with a border or the SlUIle on its outer web, the four mi4jo 
feathers colored like the back, and the r~st of the tail blackish; 
supercilia and lower partd sullied whi.te, with a few brown 
streaks on the breast. 

Bill yellowish; feet pale brown; iridcs dRrk brown. Length 7t 
to 7t inches; wing " to 41; tail 2i to 2i i bill at (rant f; 
tarsus 1. 

The crested Lark is widely spread. !,ver all the South of Europe, 
North Africa, and a ~rcat part of Asia j and It is found throughout 
all India., most ubundant in the North a.nd North-we,t. It is rare 
in the Camalic, not found in Malabar, morc common in the 
Deccan, and thence spreading from Behar in thc East, to Sindh and 
the Punjab, where very common. It is not known in Bengal, 
nor in the Himalayas, nor in thc countries' to the I'Mtwards. 
It prefeI'! dry open sandy plains, or ploughcd land, to grUB, 
wet meadows, ur cultivation. It rise;; in the air sin~ing, though 
DOt 80 high as A. gu0ull.l, nor is it!:! song so fioc. In winter, it 
may be seen in small parties, or sornetimes in cou!idflrable Jloekl, 
o6Cuiobai1yon roads and barren places. Theobald round the ne~t 

and eggB~ the former, a little grass, in a hole in the ground, the 
eggs four, yeUowish.white, uniformly freckled wiLh greyish-yellow 
and neutral-tint.. It i~ frequently cagcd in all parts of the 
country, and the bird is kept in darkness by Bcverallayers of 
cloUt wrapped round the cage; the custom being to wrap an 
additional cover round the cage e\'ery ycar. In this sla&e it 
sings very sweetly. and learns to imitate mOlt cxactly ~e 
no~ of v,rious otber birds, and of animals, 8ueh aI the 
yelping of a dog, the mewing of a cat, the caH of a hen to her 
chickens. &.c., &c. Exampici from different parts of the eoWlay 
diJTer somewhat in the depth of coJour, ~omc being lighter 
Ihan others; and Mf. Blytb, from a smail and caged specimea,., 
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OOIltidered that there was a second and smaller taCe iu India, 
which he named G. Boys;l . 

• Two or three ACrican species aro recorded by Bonaparte and 

TtUtnm. 
3rd.-Desert Larks. 

~ee have the light aspect and the naked Itostrils of the Pipits; 
typlCt.lly inhabit desert and sandy places, and are numerous in 
Africa. 

Gen. CERTlIlI. AUDA, Swainson. 
Char.-Bill slender, lengthened, more or Jess curved; nostrils 

round and naked; wings very long, the ]st quill ahort, the second 
a little shorter than the next three. whieh are nearly equal; tail 
moderate or rather long, even; tnrsu9 lengthened; toes short; 
hinder claw variable, typically short and straight. 

The only species oeeuring in Indi:l. has been separated from Ger
tlaiJauda by several Ornithologists under the nume Alamon, Keys 
and BI., on account of its peculiar. plain, almo!'t unstreakcd colora· 
tion, and slightly curved bill. A closely allied race is C. Salvini, 

Trietram, from North Africa; and C. Dupont~ Vicill., is another of 
the !:lame group. 

770. Oerthilauda desertorum, STANLEY. 

Alauda, apud STANLEy-BLYTH, Cat 738-HOltSF, Cat 702-
AI. bifasciata, LlCllT.- TEMld. Pl.. Col. 3!lS-RuPPELL, F. Abyss., 
pL 5-Saxicola pallidll, BLYTH, J. A. S. XVI. 130. 

THE DESERT·LAlI.K. 

Dflcr.-Light isabella grcy above. more Culvescent on the 
scapulars, tel tilU'ics, and t\VO middle tail· feathers, which are shaded 
with pale dusky along the middle; lorce, superciliaty stripe, throat 
and beUy. white; thc brclUlt fcathers dusky, with broad whi\ish 
margina concealing the dark. colour v.ithin; cllr ·coverts blackiah 
at the tip; wings deep dusky black; primarics, and secondaries 
pure white at base; the ahorter primaries also white tipped, and 
the small wing-conrtB margined with pale Culvescent; tail, except 
the two middle feathers, deep dusky black, tpe outerlD.~t feathera 
having"~ narrow outer web almost wholly whits, and the 
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~ultimate \vith a narrow white edge on the outer web. ~ 
'colours of the female are duller. 

Length 9 inches; wing 5li tai14ii tnl'sUlLlf • 

• This Desert-lark of Africa and Arabia., and a rare 8tuggler ~ 
the 'South of Europe, haa been found in .India only ill Sindh, 
where ohserved by the late Dr. Gould 1 but it will probably 

hereaiter be found t~oughout the great desert tracts of tbe N. W. 
Provinces. It is said to run fast, to live on seeds, and t,o be 
a fine songster. An Indian c'i:nmple ill much darker than the 
figure in RiippeU, generally wnsidered the' same bird. 

Tristram has an intcre~tin!!; account of thill spocies (Ibis. vol. 1., 
p.427.) "At first sil!ht it rcmmdcd me much of D. Plover, in the 
manner in .. "hith it rose :lnrl scudded :lWAy. Indeed. there i. 
nothing of the L:lrk in it .. flight, p.xecpt in <.'nrly morning, when 
J have watched it risc perpendicularly to some l')cvILtion, and then 
suddenly drop, rcpeu.ting Ihe~e gambol.. uninterruptedly over 
e.uctly the eamc spot for nearly an hour, :lcl'llmp,U1yin:; itsel£ by 
a loud whi9t1in~ son~. [ t r\ln~ with great rapidity." Alauda 
leoufaull[Jen8i~, Swinhol', from the pbin~ of till' P('ih." hy its tong 
and somewhat cuncu !.Jill. may be II rertlllluml", but, bcing 
crested, perhaps i~ m Ol (' !,roperly a GaleriJa. 

Some of the Arric:m "Pl'C1C" nrc ~aid to inll,\!.Jit tlcsert, 9Qody 
places, interspcr~cd with br!l~hwood, or \\llr\ gHlq~y plains; and, 

~Itot sccking their food. arc com munI;' ~ecn rC'Jting upon 
~mocks, or even perc hcel on fL low ~hrnb, oC{'ltSlonally utter
mg a fow whistling note.. SC\Cf:ll nrc coloH~d quito 88 tDe 
typical Lath, striated above and !>pott,(>J on the breu.st, and tli:ae 
are said to aff'ed grassy situntioll~. 

F.ND OF I'ART r, VOT. U . 




