
, it~-4... ticfu9, many of _whom were lords of goventments ib the Cama.
""""--' - tic; among thefe was Mortiz..a11y. The,young Seid ,M.homed -was 

taught to conceal -rhe emotiQRS he naturally felt at. feeing the 'mur
derer of his father named in the lift of Iris friends as a gueft iuvited 
with ';i5 approl>ation. Such are the manners of_a court in Indoftan • 

• 
.It was rllOllght that Mortiz.ally would not ventute his perfon out of 
t he forts of Velore, during the firft daya of a new idminiftration; but, 
j1\ contradiCtion to this notion, he came to A~cot, and prefented 
himfelf before tbe youPg prince, as 'one of the -gudh ~t the wedding; 
aI.d ",as treated ·\"ith diltinClion and r.,jpea by the regent -Nabob 
A"'war-ooean K.han" who was likewife invited to the wedding. 
-:'0.1,1 the day appointed for the folemnization of the marriage, 

twelve Pitans, w~th the captain 9f the band, pre(ellteil themfclves 
before the yOU1~g prince, and demanded their .arrears wjt~ a more 
determined fpirit of infolence than they had hitherto {hewn in any 
of their .former applications. It is reCkoned the, higheft indignity 
tQ..~.:uh be' offered to a '{oldier, to order him to retir.e by an expre1:' 
,~bf contempt; ,and if any violence is emplGyed to remove him, 
1le' gel'erally 'refeilt, it in the inft"nt with blood-thed. Thefe con
ftd~rations were not fuffi!=i~ht to rell:rain the zeal oiSeid Mahomed's 
attendants from refenting , the infult which was offered to their 
prince j and linding that ex1x>frulatidns did not prevail, they feiied 
on the Pitans, ~nd turned them out of the palace by force. The 
Pitons {ua;".ed themftlves to be removed with much 1IIfs rer.ftaJIcc 
th.ll ·it was expoCled thejwtuld have made againll • . tr~nt fo 
repugUiint . the haughty lOldiera ,,,"~tain of 
i¥r:1>wn acl;'""ce(hlgaii> into the 
fr~fellc'e . . t!aei<.':dj[t<;fpeClful 
benavibur:, conduCt 

IIJOJ:tiz:;aIlyand molt of the 
U "U,e youngj:.nnce was in

!)e'~ from his feat, 
"~lierldir.gto pay his guilnliall 

00t1olll. cif the /tops, iriii~ Ili!l . 
·' 



~.~tO, il~.,~~~~;~;!,f~/~~A~~1ae\";~e,"f~ • ahP~ . Jit:t 
.~l~~~;.9(, hUi·, ,~."'P -;p'~f·~:~~JJt,t;.;~" ~i~ct~;.~~~f~~SI!, fJt~1~ . ~ 0 

had made thelf (ubmilliq"'R ~k.~ot:!.i'ng,apl'.e~".~,,!!l~,fw~w:~!\?f 
Ih:~ ~tors ill the qpU{t~.jo)"T.~.ud,~i~ngWg>~d\Ij~~f~,s .. l>.Jtli~ 
~~ation of great reverenc~in}~.*.pl!llIjer Or.~utll.l~ .$eId1l1~h~-
me!! . Khan, as (0011 as he .appeared HI. tb,., ~dh~ul~ . • fl-fter }n~Jf. 
compliments, their captain, with the appearance of . ~ 'P~Ii. (~ie 
that he had offended his lord, and intended to fubmit "himCdf it li.il~ 

- , ~ . , -('~' '," 

feett- afcended thc: .fieps, and was penriitted to appr-oach with.in tb~' 
reach of his pe~fon; when the arfaffiu drew a dagger1 and at the 
firil blow ilabbed him to tbe heart. 
, A · 'thoufaad [words and .poignards were drawn in 41.1) infiant: the 

murderer WctS cut to pieces on the very fpot; a;id ten ~{his accom· 
plices (,,/fered the fame fate frol!1 the fury of the multi~de bdo,~. 
During ,this fcene of b1oodtheq, Au·wa:r·od~an Kh<m' arrived, 'a'na 
endeavoured to c:~tni the gel1enl.l tre pid~tions by gi'ving fu'di -"~r~~}i 
as were necdfary for the difcovery of the cOIl'fj)irators; for'the fuul:' 
titude had alrea?y pCl'fuaded theffi:felves that the Pitans had 'b;9Cti 
employed by fo~e fuperior powei. .. 

All who beheld the yo~ng prince deprived of life by thi' alfallina
tiori, were infiantly {truck with the remembl1i:lce of the m~rder of 
his father committed in Vdore; murmurs from many had already-de..: 
e1ared the (ufpicions that were entertained ~f Morfiz..aUy', when it 
was reported, that, during the geneia1 confufiQn, he hacf"gained the 
&'1m of the fOrt, w hete.large body of 'i1,Ylolry lind otluir tr(!tips: which 
cQmpofed hi!> retiuue; were waiting foy"flim; and that, ftirr6tiJlded by 
the'fe, guards, he ,was already on his way to Velrn"e . . The p'recipie 
tati~_ of this flight, whic,h appearedas much thecoD[~queDCe of preyj_~ 

. .' . o~s difpofitiollsas the effeCt of (udden feat, left no ·doubt.that be wu 
~,author of the 'afIiUIillation. NothiogJ Was now " hcaJ"(~ -btJ~ ci.ld"ef 
~d, imp~catjons + on his heaq, for the tpur4er of" the ''jn'ndcc!ti~~- a:ita ' ' 
much'l'1;r.ed lieid Ma1&o~~ Kh.'~, .nJ for 'the milrder'b'f~h"'{~her 
of ~bls unfortunate pnllce. . The people ta.l':~b<:~tl:lve"'\ pbhgid 
tg'_ t:onfln.e ' ~'heir jndCignation,'" to thefe e~preffiO:hs 'of it '; I'.fr tbe 

~.. . ' . - .' ~,. ~ 

~ of., l\fortiz-ally:~ .. eU;Prt'T~qui,ed . a~larg~ bqpy. of: c':f8lrj 
.to 
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'7«- to 'be' fellt in purf,;it of it, than could he aJfembled with.lO the time 
'"'"""-' JiecdlMy to overtake him, Velorc being no more than ·tw-clV'c miles 

dillaJlt from Arc(lt. 
n're multitude now received orders {rom An'war-odean to retire 

to their homes; and, as men fl:ruck with difinayat a common cala
mity, atfcmbled in fecret companies, to communicate their thought! 
on the murder of which they had been fpetutOrs. 

An'war-odean, either .eluate<! by t~e fame fpirit ofindignatlon as 
the people, or affi:c\ing the appearance of it, not only removed ihe 
~&tans in his fctvice 'from ,their employmenls, but alfo gave orders 
~at. all of that nation thould immediately quit the city '; and, as a 
nrbng~ proof of his refentment, caufed their houfes to be razed to 
the. ground, a mark of infamy rardy prattifed, eXl;epting the perfoos, 
whom it is intended to {tigmatize, have deferved capital punifiament. 
Bat there expreffions of indignation did not exempt him from im
putations. Many perfons of rank and power in th, province afferted 
that th~y had d'lfcovered feerelS, which convinced them that tbe 
·~nation wu the . rcfult of a confederacy between him and 
'Mortiz-aJly. 

They filid, that the refped and attachmellt which Were JlIewll by 
~ r8.!iks of people to Seid Mahomed, joined to the great ~nfluence 
which-'his relatlons bore in the Carnatic, by poffeffing t"h~ bell: fons 
and. governments in the province, bad filled the mind 6£ Ao'war
<><leal\ Kljall with apprehenfiolls of confpiI:acies and revolts which 
might-at one time Of other remove' him, in order to place Seid "'a .. 
'homed. in the fov .. ~ignty: that, actur,tedby there .,fufPlsio!U." he 
«g&rded l'hedetlrua~ of SeidMa)lQll!ed as 'heceiratl, i'> hi. ,""n 
lecurity, and .iu only,; ~j"h41.1~ fr~ qecuting ii y,x, ;j;j~,of 
'Nizam-,aJ-mulucb.' , rd'cn\"",nt-; whidh,faggdh:d 'to 'hit\l'tbe /Cherne 
1)fpraCti6ago~\ ~iz,auy"bJ'f~hJ!i(iI1U8tion.and 'offen. AI might 
jtuI~' co' ~enake ~<ddttuai"",of Seid Mahomod; bat in 
(*"~ ,, ~, il)a!.i,(~d.~~:P.oi\kI~ made,t)ae~nrd ... might 
,,)lie' , ad t<! Mo.rt~ally~;c"'ho bemg pufualiedOf the pro-
~\Iily ,of,a ",~)I9lution:jll;fa"!?"t" of'Seid )lAh9t!>~_d dreading 
~!lvengeoftthis p,lrice 'for ihe ,murdu oi'bisfltiher,hired ,.\h. 

alI'aIlina. 
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afToffin., having previouOyaJfure:d /timfelf of· prote41ion from Ah'war
Odein Khan, and even of rewards 'by an encreafe of the _DonlaUl of 

Velore. 
The fecrets of the princes of rodoa.o af'- yery diffic\IJt tabe di~

cpvcred. In affairs of confequcnce nothing. except in the moll eqw
vocal terms, is ever given by them in wri[ing,; and when~er the mat
ter is of great importance or iniquity, it is trulled t9 a metTenger, .• 
man of low rank and great cunning. who bears a letter of recominen .. · 
dation, ,tefiifying that ae is to be trufi.ed in an he Cays. So indefinite 
a cotnmjffion referves to the lord who gives it, the reCourct of 4Ii(~ 
avow-jng the tranfaClion of his agent; and this he never fails t~ do, 
whenever the iniquity is difcovered. Hefl$:c tbe public in Indofiall, 
deprived of authentic evidence, are Jeft to judge of the atlions of 
their J'lders ci.ther from probable cOlljet/ores, or fr!,m the ~l 
idea of t~r char.Clers: The conllitutioD .and defetts of .the go
vernment have rendered .poifons and affalJinations, in the pracHce Qf 
·Ihe great, the common method of removing thore who ftand in 
oppofitioll to the ambition of others;- infomuch tbat a hiftory orlone 
century in Indofian, would furni1b more examples of this nature than 
can be found in the hiftory of one half of the kingdoms of Europefil1ce 
the time of Charlemagne. ·From the frequency of these enormous 
,nctices, ev~i\ the.deaths which .happen in the common courfc of 
nature. are imputed to thoU:: who receive ~mmediate a.dvantageirom 
lhem. Staab -were the principles on which ·the people);Jf the .car
n.tic judged and condemoed Ail'waf-ndean Khan for the·.murder of 
Seid.,Mahomed ; ~Ithough no pofitive proofs were brought of his 
baving been .a.cc!!ffory ;to it. The moll: probable argu'Pe~t agaiQil 
'bim 'Wos founded on the early a.ppearaJlce of Mortiz-ally at Ar:t.ot · 
,in· the days of a new adminill:ration. This was thought incom .. 
·patible .with the ·warinefs of his charaCter, without fuppofing a con ... 
,netiiIm '\l(bich .mlred him <>f protoClion from An'w~ .. odean. . 

• An~ar..odean tlronglyden.ed all conneCtions with Mor.titrally, .and 
_1~,;,J.,.ny I',oof to be .brought that either be himfelf, 0l'i'any of 
'iIia dep<:i>dtJlt!. had ovcr had .any 'correfpou,dence with the "Pitans 

I • who 

" ~' 
1'7H 
~ 
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,,01·7..... ~~o committed die murder'; which he' attributed' rolely to Mortiz
.... .-.J 'ally, alt'edging as a proof, that the Pi tans ~ad often beeli :at Velaie, 

and were known to have received many marks of favour from him. 
On the other hand Mortiz~ally retorted the acculahon; but brought 
no tcfijmonics to fllpport his affcrtion: It was fuppofed tb"B't the only 
proofs w~ich he could have brought againft An'wa:r-odean, would -at 
the fame time have condemned himfelf. . 

Although Au'war-odean was not able to -exculpate himfel(ill the , 
opinion of his (ubjects, he found means to convince bis fuperior, Ni

'~fn-al-lnuluck, that he was entirely innocent of ~be blood of Seid 
Mahorncd. Nizam-al-muluck, who never did any thing by -halves, 
tiioughr it tJeccff..'lry to give him fupport, in proportion as he became 
'odious to the Carnatic, and (cnt him a full and regular commilIion 
for the Naoob./llip of A, (Ot loon anCl ,the death of Scid Mahomcd. 
The province, irritated by their 3vedion to a lord, whore fovereign.ty 
defrroyed t.heir hopes of being ruled by' one of tHe family they fo 
m'i,ch loved, complained loudly of the avarice ana 'parfimoDY of his 
government, and contrafted it, much to his difadvantage, with that 

• 
';'f , t~eir former Nabobs. , 
. ·Wa.r was now declared between Great Britain and France, in can. 

fequence of which a fqu'adron ofEuglifh men of war appeared in the 
Indian (cas. It cOllllfied of two 60 gUll thips, one of 50, and a frigate 
9f. %0 !Pl0s: thefe /hips did not come immt;diateJy to the EllgH1b 
fettlementa. in lndolbn, but paffillg beyond them, cnlifed in two divi. 
fions in the firaits of Sunda and Malacca. They took in thefe ltatidns 
tb~ee French fhips rcturilillg from. China to Eurqpe, and one return .. 
injfrom Manilh. to~aIldicherry; ,be eargoes of whiCh';prodUced 
.80,0001, fterling, -They aleo toOli. a FrenddlUp at A#ln;c which 
was converted into an EngHlh 'man of war 'of ~o guns t Bn:d' callechhe 
Med~ay's Prize.", ' After rendezvoufing at B"ata~:: the ' ·tquadron 

" l!Dited a~d ~n tbe c~aR'~f.Corom.nde:in the',month of July '''.5., , tj+S,' at .. ",h.eh time the .garrilO •• of P6udicberry;)::Qrudled of no 
, " .-' "1itare1tha,ri :+36 Eu,.opeans,"'il8 fortificatldn.: vi;'r': 'ri6t' completed,' 

, ~'iio'F=h (quat'ron had hitherto aPPeared iii 'fnd~ , 
, " " . Tb6 
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T!)e ap~~kQf~,:~'fqiladt9nF ai>d' the , r~pOrt ot: the '745· 
reillJO!Cem~nt".Ii.i,fli¥~aa!T?"' EDglaad; ali~ ·Mr. Du- ....... 
p"f'ix for, ',the 'Cafetr'w ·l'cioaieh'''rY." l:Ie prevailed on the Nabob 
An~w.r.oo.a .. · toinU/!; with,b. 'goYernm~t of MadriW. tba.t the 
Englith thipsof war th.ould Qot .commit.any boil;/jties by land,agairii! 
the-F'rench polfeffiens in the tel'riiorie$ of Arcot; but tbe: NaQob_~.t 
the fame time ·affured the Ellglilh, thathe would oblige th'fF"'n~h 
t~ obfervc the fame law of l\eutrality, if their force {hou-ld h~reWter 
become fuperior to th"at of the Englifh. The government of Ma-
drafs' remonfi:ratcd, that they were always ready to obey his com
mands-as far as' their power extended; but that Mr. Barnet, the com· 
ma~lder of the ,Englifh fquadron, was ·the immediate officer of the 
King 'of Great' -Britain, by whofe orders and commiffion he afled. 
indepelldent of the Eafi India company's agents at,.Madr:afs. The 
Naboli replied, that all officers of the Engliih nation who·cam.,rp 
the coafi of Cowmandel were ~qually obliged· to refpetl hls govehi1"l' 
roent in th~ Camatic; and that if Mr. Barnet, with his fquadron', 
lhould venture to aB: contr~ary to the orders he had now given, the 
town of Madrafs fhould atone for their difobedience. 

Thefe threats made fo much impreffion. upon the governm~lt of 
Madrafs, that they requefled and prevailod on Commodore Barnet to 
contine his operations to the {ea. He therefore rent onc.of\the So gun 
1bips to cruife in the road of BalaCore, . at the entrance of the river 

-Ganges, wbere file took. two · or three French ih ips returning from 
differe~t patts .of India to the French fettlements in nengai: The 
reft .of the Cquadron left the coafl of Coromandc.l to avoid the ap
proaching {torroy {won, and wellt to Merguj, a port lim'ared on· the 
coaIl: which lies oppofite to that of Corom.ndel ill ihe Cululr",f 
Bengal. 
".lnthe·beginning of the year 1746. the fquadron rcturhed tollie Ij46. 
~fti. of Cororoandel, and were reiufo1iced by ·two So ~n 1hip·s.;and 
.. (ri8\lte of '0 guns, from ' England: but at this time the 66 gun 
~,,!i':which Mr. Barnet.hoifted his 'flag, was found unfit fOT ;¢lion, 
8nlio ~her. with the .0 ""n ihip which came, 6r11 i~to lndi~i was 
.~k. (0 England. . , 

There 



, There was now certain intelli~ce that • Fr~nch lquadrOiG: ... 
preparing to come on the coail: of Coromandel, wflCll "that of the 
Englilh was deprived of one 'of its principal advantage .. by Il!Iing 
Commodore Barnet, who died at Fort St. D.avid's -im Apl;'il. ~, 
death, happening at a time whcn the Englilh affairs ill India wero 
threatcned with danger, was generally Tegretted as a pulluc loi. aod 
indeed he was a man of great ~ilitiC8 in (ca affairs. 

Early in the .morning of the ' .sth ,$f June. the Engli/h f'lualirl!l\ 
cr"iCtng to the 4O<.thwoni of Y"'t St. David. " .. r Neg"f"'tnam, dc
f""i<!d ' that o( the Freoch ar<ivinl ou .<he,coaQ of COl'OD1alldet It 
conftftcd of nine lhips, whioh. w.ere commallded by Mr. De la lkur .. 
donnais, who had equipped them at the ine of M·auritius, and after .. 
wards, when (Cftttered by a hurricane, had refitted them in the ifland 
.of Madaga(car, overcoming the grcateft ditficult·ies with {loIch inde
fatigable perfeverance and 'activity. as intitlci him to a reputation 
equal to that of the able{\: marine ~cer his count;y has proo.uced. 
Of thefe fhips one mounted l6 ,gufl:St two 28, one 30, three 34, one 
36 •. aad tbat -00 board·of which Mr. De I. Bourdon""i. hoiil:ed his 
flag mounted 70 gun!l, of which '60 were 18 pounders. There were 
:but.'. other guns of this {izc iR the whole {quadran., the fell: being 
1.2 and 8 poun.ders. AU but the 70 gun1hlp were bor-ed to mount 
morc guns ·than the number with which Mr. De la Bo\&r:doanais had 
been able to equip them; and five of th<m for So gun.. -On board 
of the Ihips were D300 men, 'of which 700 were either .Caff'res or 
Lafe.is: lor 400 of the whole .numbtr were ·render<:d ..,nIi[ .fur kr~ 
yice by ficknefs. 
T~,Euglio, !<juadrof! -confifted."f one 6.o.guA ./hip. -l~ ,Qf f9. 

·one of 40. and one frigate of '''"gun<!,. "'~ "" ... ~oo.Jinal1 ito l>c: 
brought into the allion. Th,.e,number of mc:n.di4 Dot amOunt ,tQ.oae 

·half of that. is ,beFztJlCh {'I"adrt>n.: -but,li1e~glilhha!ligr.at1y the 
ad_tage ·ill. tbe weight qf .4heir ·,catlnoq, by which tbe 'fortune of 

'''iopgem!",Ii, <lit l4:io '~.F~feAJ;. J"neraltr,d~; ,~ud ,her like
.:/If!IC,Jailedi.a.tter -~ ·the .-F~c;j>, anll .. ."u,,· ~ed with much 
,,,eafer .q.ill. 
i"c l!;fr. De I. Bourdon,nai .. kn.,willgthe advaDl1!ge."nd difadvanraget 
litJI!is:fprce. hid deterinined to decide the impeuding cngagement,,II1 

b,oardiii. 
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",,"rding tt.e Ellglilh ·/hlp&, .if; i,t were poI!i~1o to bring hi. own:into t11A 
the.Utuation. llecelf"'7'-to accomplilh this detigll. Mr. Peyton, who ...... 
c:ommanded tbe Engluh fquadron, pe'rcCiviog this intentioa,,' de .. 
tetmined ~ nl engage with his {quadran nearer %<'1 the wind. tb~ that 
of -the enemy, fince in. mis fituation' tbelr efforts to board wouW 
be camy avoided; and a great part of ,the day was employed in pre-
ferving tbis advantage. It was not until 4 in the afternoon: that 
the fight 'began: it was maintained at fuch a di1lance that tbe,· fire 
of the fmall amlS from the French {hips, notwithftanding the great 
numbers and expertn~fs of their mutketeers, did very little execu-
tion '; but, 011 the ,other hand, the cannon of the Englifh, from the 
fame caufe, did much lefs than might have been expected from 
them in 'a Clofer engagemeut. The fight nnifiled with the entrance 
of the night ·; about 35 men were killed ill the Englith fquadr"", 
and the 'greateR I'art of thefe on board the MedwaY's Prize; We 
are not exatlly tnfo'rmed of the loCs nlfi:ained bv the French·; but 
1t was believed that the killed and wounded together did not amount 
to lcfs than 300. One -of their thips, which mounted 30 guns, was 
in lefs than half an hour difmllfiefi, ali(I (0 much thattered, that im
mediately -after -the: -aCtion, Mr. De la Bourdonnais ordered her to 
proceed 'to 'Bengal to 'be refitted in the Ganges. ", 

The next morning Mr.'t'eyton called a council of wart'~hen, ou a· 
review"'ofthe condition of the (quadran, it. was not thought prudent, 
efpecially as"the"6o gun fhip was extr~amly leaky, to venture a fecond 
engar;ement, before the damages it had fuftained were repaired: In 
confequence of thi~ refolution, the !hips made fan for the harbour of 
TTincanomalee in -the ifiand of Ceylon, and in the evening loft: .fight 
6f -the 'French rquadron, which had lain to the whole d.ay, ·as if chaf
'lengif.1:g the Englith, who were 'to windward, to bear down and re
.new ,tbe 'fight. This appearance of refuiution in Mr. De la Bour
aOrlnais ~as· no more than a feint, praRifed to deter the Englifh from 
:doirigwluit ne mon dreaded; for moll of hi' thip' had expended the 
"~"tc{l·'pa1t of their ammunition, and feveral of th~m had Dot 
~ On . board lor twenty.four hours. ~ 

. ,. '1#~1i\l nig~oftb. etif~ing daytbeFrencn~{quadr6n, now eODfi/tiDg 
of ' eitl'fOllp,;.arrivtd in the .. oad of Pondicberty i ... bere Mr, ' Du-
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, .r , e plebe commanped, for the, ,:French, Eaft Iedia company".lI ,l~, 
eftablifhmcnt!1. of his natiou, in' lndia. the iflallds of.. l,1au~iti\1,5-aq$l: 
Bourbon excepted. The(e were under .the ~vel'llmc.nt .of Mr,/ De 
la Bourdonnais, to whom all the operatiQllS of th~fq!ladron wer.e io
trulled, illdepende~t of the controul of Mr. Dupleix. . ' 

The reputation and riches which it was vr.obable .Mr. Pe ~ Bouf-:. 
·dounais would gain in the co.mmalld o( his ~rmam~nt"' create~ jealoufy 
in the mind of . Mr. ' Dupteix. DifTenfiQn~ tll'ofe '~tw~ the t~o 
c~mma'nders! butthe zeal o£'M,.~De la Bo~r.dou~s .did not {uffer 
th~ lhterefu of. hi. nation to be faerif,ced to tbem, Judging that the 
fd.rc'e which he commanded could not be employed by ~and with any 
i\rollabiliiy of (ucce(s, until the Englilh (quadron Ihould be either 
.nuned or forced to quit the coafi .of Coromandel; he determined to 
go' in queft of them as Coon as l, is OWIJ (hips werc refitted and pro
vided with 3o.or 40 pieces more of heavy cannon than they mounted 
on leaving the ifla.nd of Mauritius. ' 

'9n the 14-th of July the French {quadran fai.led from Pondichcrry, 
,working to the fouthward agaitlft the fouth~rn monfoon, and au 
'tbe 6th of Augull difcovered tho Englilh, which had been refitted 
at Tril)canomalee. The 'Engliih' perceiving the addition of cannon 

-.with which the enemy had been fupplied at Pondicherry, avoided au 
-.':'~rigagement. The two fquadrons were three days in fight of each 
9tber, after which, according to Mr. De la BQurdounais~s atcount, 
. the Englilh ihips, availing themfelves of the advantage of failing bet. 
ter tlian l'i>e French, di(appe.red. 

1\1r. De 1a Bourdonnais retunled with his {hips to P~ndicherry, 
,il!\8gini;'g that tbe Ellglilh {qUadron wo~ld relbain on i~ , co.n of 
~ol'orri""del, .t lean w"htbe-hope'of:dttelT'ilig -him from attempt
illg any operations againft thc'Engiio\' fetd,oments; Bu1cnoouraged 
hy ,their lhynefiLat ~ liIlb~eeting"hc D,,~-determined to lay fiege 
~ Madra's , . ., ~ ," ". ,.', 
~; , .. ,I:. :" '~" . " ,-6": . 

'., ·;:rhe J;,ngliih, ¥orm~,Af ,t!>~ .I'rt,'parations ,,:b!chwere ma~ing 
.'1,1' Pondi,herry'"t •• tl~~' called on the Nabob 10 fulfil 
\!!bF,QgUie 'of ' reft[aining ~ ib.d<:renehfrom cornmrtting holliliti •• 
aiiaiiUhliclld,v IuId; "'But,~"ooUtt.d-toemploy' themoll c,,,,.:a . ~ fJt1i 
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means of obtaininlY his proteClion, by J1egl~ajng to"accompany th·~ir 1746. 
application for bi~ afiifrauce with a prcfent ·of money.. This iU- . -.
judgc'd padimqny left lhe Nilbob fo lukewarm iii their inte[cfis, that 

, although he d id IJOt give Mr. Dupici:x a P?firi vc permiflionJ h~ re-
frain ed from making any preparations,. or even frQm ufing men~cc5 
to prevent the French from attacking Madraf!i. , 

This fettlcm cllt bml heen about 100 years the principal efiahlilh· 
mcnt of the Engliih lIatioll 01\ the coafi of Coromandcl. ft w~~ 
in a territory crralltcJ bv the Great MoO'ul to tbe Eafi india com-o. 0 

pany, which extended about five miles along the fea Chore, and ahout 
one mile in land. - The town confined of three divitions ; that to the 
fouth extended about 400 yards ill length from north to fouth, and 
about J 00 yanls in breadth: none but the Englilll, or other ~ur<?,: 
peans under their proteCtion, I-elide-d in this divifiQ,n, which cpo,,,;, 
rained about So good houCes, an Englilh and a Roman Catq~lic 

chu rch, together with the refidence of the faEtory, and other ~ild, 
ings belonging to the company: it was furrountled with", Heg'l.1er 
wall, ~lefcndcd with four .van-ions and as many batteries, lHlt .tl}ef~ 

w ere very fli ght and dc.:feClivc in ·thcir cqllfl:ruCli011, nor ttad they 
~lI1y outworks to defend them: this quartcl- has long be;eu known 
ill Europe by the name of Fort St, George, and was in India. callcQ 
(or difi)nCtioll the' \Vhite TOWIl, On the north of this, mu! COIl.

tiguo~s:' was anotlicr divinon, much large r and werre fortified, in 
which were many very good habitations l ~clongiJ1g to the ... Am1'elli;m 
and to the rich ell of the indian -mercR.ants, who .rcfidcd ill the com .. 
pany's territory: thi. quarter was called the Blnck Town, Beyond 
this diviliol1, and 18 the north of it, was a fubmb J where the' India!). 
natives of all ranks had their habitations prumifcuoufi),. Betides 
~hefc three divifiull?, which compot~d the town of J\:JadratS, there 
were two large ~Il.d pOPUIOl\S villages abput a mile to the fouthward 
of it, within the company's territory, and thefe were likcwife iuha~ 
Litcd , by I ~,lodian llatiyes. 

;, T.h~ yadc from Engt.q.nd to:~thc Gpaft of Coromandel, together 
w~~ '4~'~at which is carried on by merch.1l1ltt of varjous Imtions from 
op.e prt of India .to anoth6r, had raifed 'Madrafs to a qegree of opu.~ 
~~e and reputation. which rendered it illferioJ' to none of the Eu-

K ropean 



THE 'VAR OF' COl\oa.rA' NDltL. 

1>;46. ropean ellablifhmcnts iu India, excepting Goa and Batnvia. ~ There 
... we ' Were 250,000 inhabitants in the company's territory, of which the 

grcatefl part were natives of Inma of various c,afis and religions: 
amongfi ' thefe· were three or four thou(and of thot1! Indian' chriftians 
who call rht"mrclvcs POftllgueft', and pretend to be defccndcd from 
tbat l1:ttion. The Englilh in tbe colony did not exceed the number 
of 300 men : and 2 00 of thefe were the foldiers of the garrifon; but 
1I0l1C of them excepting two or three of their officers, had ever teen 
anY'omer fervicc than that of the parade:: the reft of the Englifh 
inhabhants, foldy employed in the occupations of commerce, Wel'~ 
:tHn' more unfit ror military fervices. At th.e {arne time the defence 
of the place depended. on this {mati ll 11mLer of Engliih fubjeth; for 
it, was known that the refl: of the inhabi tants, regarding themfclvcs 
as neutral's, wOJllri take flight ou the lirilapproJch of danger. 

On the r~th of Augull the-French fquadron appeared and can
DOftaded· the town, bl1t without do i"g any damage: Tbey attempted 
to take a~(hip belonging' to the Engliih company out of the road '; 
but 1he moved into fhoal.water, 1'0 near the batteries of the fort .... 
that tht French d id not ventur; to attack her .with arm'c.l boats i 
and it was evident, from the llnlkilfulnefs of their operations during 
this cruife, that MI'. D e 1a Bourdonnais did not command tbern in 
perfo.a: he was at this time in P ondicherry, coufine.:ho his bed hy 

..ucknefs. 
THe proteCiion of the Engillb fe!tlemellts 011 the coait ' of C oro

mandel was the principal objeCt for which the 1quadran had been rent 
into India;. and their appearance before Madrafs was at this time . 
.thought (.. lleooft"ar1 to ill defeACe. th.t the itih.bitalm were in 
hourly expeCia;ioM of'feemg tl1em; altbo"\!",they had r .. eived no in
lelligen<e of them fine. tbey were Jolt f-..coX· week. before, by Mr. 
De la Bourdbmtais. 'Fbe ~er.netion of the laWn was therefore 
finl. I.e. than da4}>a;r, wb~rdt was-reported that they 'bad appe ... ett 
, on th~ • 3d <>f 'AuguJl30"~ " 0 th~ nerthward of MadealS, in fight 
)~ the ' Dutch fetrleme1l"')f(~\acatt •• fr~ w!'encetbey had again 
ifbt-out to,lOa, -"'!dilA~' Theypr~ to Beng.l; for the 
:'40 ..... '/hil! ... I9l"1/<y" tbatcit· was fcared .. tbe 4hocl< of 6rwg.bef; .. 
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..oWl'i camlon ,would flnk her.:if.1hou14 · ~brpl.ijtbt ,into an. engage.. t 746. 

ment. 
On the 3d of September theFr.ench fquadro~ anchored tour leagues 

to tho' {Qutli" of Madrafs, ".having on board Il,e ugqps, .artillery 'and 
• flores intended for the ficO'e. Here a part .of die trCiOpS -was landed, o , 
and marching along the coalt .advanced the next day within cannon 
thot Qf the town, where the tell: of the foldiers wer.c~ lauded. The 
:whole 'confi ned of 1 l OG Europeans, 400 Caffres. and 400 Iap,ian 
oatives difciplined in the European manner. Ther.e remained OR 

board of the fquadran 1800 European mariners. 
Mr. De la BollrdOlulais diretled his attack againft ,the \Vhite 

Town, in whic;h the Englilh refided: the north~rn fide of this di
:viGon coultl not be attacked by cannon, as the' houfes of the next 
divifion almofi: touched the wall, which (eparated tJ:lem from·. each 
other: the eafiern fide could only be battered from the (ea,. b.ut the 
fouth and weft hly open to the plain. On the ith of SeptembCT the 
French began to bombard the tOWll, from a buttery of nine mortars, 
:which they ereCted to the weftward, under the fhelter of a large 
llou(e. within soo yards of the w~l1s. ]0 the evening ~hree of their 
largefi: £hips drew as near as the depth of water would permit, and 
cannonaded the town. In the night Mr. De la Bourd,oonais -wa.s 
flung into gJ'eat perplexity, by intelligence that fome large J1ups were 
feen to the fouthward of Pood.icherry; which indeed was contra
dicted in the morning: but. the lirit report cau(ed (0 muen alarm in 
the French camp, that they were preparing. to reihip their he~vy 
cannon. 

011 the 8th of September the French had finitlied a battery ,of 
live mortars to the foutb, and bombarded the town withO\lt il)ter
miffioll until (he next morning, when two Englith deputies wellt~ to 

.their camp, to treat with Mr~ De la l!ourdonnais, whQ infi.(led ~hit 
!he town tIiould be delivered up to him on hi. own terms: I!J1d 
.thr~~ned, in cafe of ref~, to make a general affault. This re
jO,lufioa arofe from hi. apprehenfi"" of the return of ·the Eng1itli 
~" :. A. foon as the d!:putifio rctumcd,tIic bomba.r~wellt 

.~. ami c""tllt"cduDtilthe eVCIling. w~it .... fut: 
Xl< p<lIdcd 
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.~y.4-.6. pended for two houn:, during the conference of another deputy fent 
t~ ftom the town; after which it contioued during the reft: of the 

night. 
Thr Il ex t morning, the roth of Septemher, tile deputies returned 

to the F Tench camp, aud, ~fter tome altcrcOltiolls, contented to the ar
,icles of capitulation, which had been diClated to th-em in the firfi con
:crcnce·. Jt was agreed that the Englilh 1hould furrender them

.e1ves prifoners of ,war: that the town fhO~ll(1 be immediately de
livered up j but that it iliou\rl be afterwards ranfomed. " Mr. De 1a 
BOllrdonnais gave his promife that he would fe ttle the ranfam on 
fafy anJ mode'rate terms. . 

The capitulat ion was figned in the nfternoon, when Mr. de Ja 
Bourdollnais, at the head of a large:: body of troops, marched to the 
gates, where hc:, rcceivcd the keys [;um the govcmor. T'he French 
colonrs Were immediately difplayecl; and, at the fam,c time, the Eng. 
lithihip belonging to the Eafilndia company. which Jay ill the roacl~ 
was taktll po£I'dTion of without refifiance hy the boats of the French 
{quadron. There was not a man ~illcd in the French camp during 
the ficge; foUl' or five Englithrnen were killed in the town h.Y the ex
plofiol~ of the bombs, which likewifc defiroyctl two or three hOllies. 
From this period it is \Ireful to contemplate the progrcfs made by thc 
Englifh in Indofian, uoth in tbe (cience and Ijlirit of war. 

The Englilh inhabitants werr. permitted to rdidc withollt mo
lefiatloh irr thei r h011(f:S ; but the magazines ilnd ware-houfes he· 
longing to the Eatl: India company were taken poffefiion of by the 
French commiffaries. . 
.en the day in which :Madra(s was {urrenclered, a mclfenger from 

ahe Nabob Al1·war • .odl:an '.K;hab, difpatchcd for moreexpeditiol\ 01\ a 
camejo arrived at Pon,dicherry, .aod-oelivered 'to Mr. DupJeix a letter, 
in which the Nabob "l<pI'e/feQ· gri:at .furprize at the pl'efumptioll of 
the,French in attacking Madra6 withOut his l'ctiuiffion", and threat
ni:tI'to lend hit'irmY",I1.rn:f'if"fbe fteg"""" ndt immediately railed • 
. 1It~" Duleix kn, ·dii.elioti, "" liI!agent .. Arcot to pacify the Nabob, 
tIT'~iIi'riglhat ~tow\jl if 'Uk~j"lliould be given up to him'; 

'alia 



B"OkI fh.TORY OF TH£ C ·ARNATIC. 

and by renre~ntillg, that the Engli'fh would certainly be witHng to 
pay him a large fllm of money fer tbe refiitlltion of fo Vaillabic a 
poffeffion . . .By thi~ tran(aClion, 1\11". Dupleix lid! difcovr:red that 
h e th()~ght the riO"ht of difillofincr of l\'Ia<irais, was invefled ill h im-

~ 0 

felf as governor general of the' French e11ablifhrnents in India. 
Blit frJr. D e la llourdolll1ais, relying on his own commil~on, did 

not admit of this authority in the "'ovcrnor of Pondicherry, and, c • 
conformable to his promile, proceeded to treat with the Englifh for 
the ranram of tbe t OWIl'. Mr. Duplcix and the council of Pondi
cherry protefied againfl: the trca ty, as a rneafi.lre highly detrimental ' 
to the interells of their nation, which, they flid, would be t;lcrifieed 
to private advantages, if Matlrafs was nPt razed to the grollnd. Dif
putes enfued(\.~l hich, fortunately for the Englith 'affilirs, pJ'evcnt~d 
m:fny evils, ~~hich in all probability would have hefallc:n them~ if 
the councils of the enemy had not been divided hy the'fe contentions. 
F or on the 27t1; of September three fhips of war, one of 72 , the 
others of 40 gUlls. with 1360 men on hmlrd, arrived at P onuicherry, 
atl~ 1 with this reinforcement, the Frellch force was fufficient to have • 
conquered the refl of the Epglifh fe ttlements in ]ndofian. Such 
indeed was the rlcll:ination and intention of De b Bourdonnais'; and 
he would have immediately began to carry this plan of hofiittties 
into cxeclition:if all his operation's had not Leen conffadi<:1ed: by Mi. 
Dupleix, am.l the council of Ponclicherry. ' ' 

H owc\·cr. the cfteCls of Maclrafs, which :1\11'. De la Bdtii'ciohnais 
iiltcndcd to carry away in his {hips, were put OIl board by the I it bf 
OCtober, and t wo-of them had fail ed tu Pond icherry. Mr. Dupleb£' 
was not as yet reconciled to the treaty of ran rom, and Mt; ,De..la 
Bourdonnai:5 was determined not to leave :Mudrafs before the" gO:¥er- . 
oorano cOllllcil of Ponditherry ha(rgiven, their approbatiOl-l: at'ttll: . 
fame 'time his experience' in the dav~atiou ' of India fully appr:l'~(J 
him" of~fJe danger to 'w~ich his fhif)S were expllfed, by remaining 'Db. 

'the. co~Jfof Cor'oma nd'ei "at this ci-i''tical (eafon of the year. . 
,In ~n~ia}he year is qi\li~~d i,nto two fcaf0..l.ls. Fr()l'n ,the mon~h of 

.. oao~ ~~~.arch the, ~ihds ' mdw (r~){n the no-rtH; ai'1<l: duridg .t~~ 
~e'ft;:Ot·lRe7<:L.droin · tht fOUthehi 'pIlin_ th" cb<il}lafs: there fea-

~ 'fow. 
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. 
14J,+6. {ens are by marine rs called monfoOHt: the change frQ1D ,one to ·t·h( 
~ other i~· g~ller:tlly preceded by an interval of al>out tweuty days, in 

which (""alms. or light and uncertaiu 'winds pr.c\\ail ': the. fec;;ing ill 
(),f the nnrthcTJ1 matlio(m generally falls out 10me time in .the month 
ofOtlobcr, as th:lt of the fotltbcm in the month of April. ·Ou the 
eoafi of Corom~ndel the northern moufoon fOln.ctime6 begins with 
a violent tempeH or purricane; and if the monfoon fets in with m~ 
deration, it is often praduaive ~f tempc!l:uous weather at difFereut . 
inter;'~ls; until the midule uf December, alld [ometimcs la ter ; [u that 
it.. is beld daugerous for allY veffcls t~ remain all the coafl: after the 
;.I 5th of.,Oaobe~, or ,to .return to it before the 2qth .of Decemher. 

(On the zd of Oaober the weather was r~markal>l)' fUle and mo. 
,~rate all day. Ahm\t midnight a fl.lriollS fionn aro[e, and co,ntinued 
~\\~ith the greartJ1 ',·jllkllce l l1lt i i the noon ui". the next day . . Si·x of the 
French fh.ij>s w(:r.c in the roaJ when the Hurm .ot'g::l.Il, and not olle of 

.th;m was to be fcen,at day.brc::ak. One put before (he wind, al.ld 
was driven (0. m~ch .. to the fo~(hward, that fhe was not able to gaill 

#tbc .cp~fi ,again: the 7.0 gun ~~p 100: all her mafrs: three others of 
,th~.fqua.droD . ,were likewiCe difinalted, and had fo much water in the 
:ho)d.,. Wat the people on board expetle.d every .lnioltte ·to perifh, not
,withl4ndi.ll,g ,they Q.ad thrown pVJ:r-board all the cannon of the 
Wwer. tier..; the Qther !hip, during the few moments. of a whirlwind 
which happened in the moil furious part of the fiorro, was covered 
.by the y,·a~s, . aDEI foullder~d in an infiant, and only fix of the crew 
~Jcapefl..ali.ve. Tw~nty other velfels belonging to diff'..':l"ent nations. 
we~ either ddven all filore, or perilhed at (ea. , 

The other two Dtil's, laden with part of th,e eEe6l. of l\iIad"f., 
tqgether with ,ihe three I>[e,ry aroved ftom .Eur~e. were at anchor 
.in me ,road of.J'.on.dic»err):. ,wl¥.:<: they felt JloeJfeCl.of ~he ftorm 
which "' .. r~ging ,~t Madra(s: It i. , obf~r.ved, that .Ih~ u.,lenc,e of 
t~fe hurric.;, .. i~ ,J!enerally ,coufiDed \0 60 or.So miles in,hr,e.dth" 
,JIIthougb, U' th~ir P"'Iieti,!!!;}, ,P~1 ,blpw quile I\Crali ,the B.y 
~Jlengal.' .' '. ,,' , ' " . 
;l~~ ,artides of tlje lI' .. ty,ef ~omb"!l be!Cnadjuntd the day 

,~ . .p.. ~Q!'P!. bappe~, ;II .w18 ",reed,¢at the Hreocl> thoukl 
evacuacc 
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evacuate the tOWIl by ,the 4th of OBober; and bione of the ar- , J 746. 
'tides, the artillery <tIle) warlik"t- flares remaining in the town, were . ~ 
to be cqudly divided. between the French and Englilh. 

Mr. ·DlIph:ix had reprcfented to Mr. De la Bourdonnaisr that he 
would not interfere in any tranfac1iolls with the Ellgliih after hi~ 
departure, unlcJs the French remained in poffeffion of Madrafs for 
fa much time as might be nC'cefiar}' to. adjufi an di,fcuffions arifing 
from the treaty. Mr. D e Ja Bouruonnais tfJerefore reprefented to 
the Engliih, the neceflity to which he wa~ n :duced, by the obtlinac,. 
afMr. Dupleix, of protracting for th ree months, the term in which 
he had agreed to put them in poffdfton of the town: the Englifl"~ 
apprehenfive tbat if they refufed· to admit of this alteratiol1,. thc.:y 
thould be left to the mercy of Mr. Dupleix without a treaty,.acquic1':cr! 
in this propofal; and the treaty was figned on the loth of OCtober. 

All the merchandizc:s;'aml <I part· of the mitirnry.llorcs, belonging 
to the Eafl: r ndia.company, together with all the naval flores fuund in 
the toWll, had been latlcn on board of. the French thips: there ar.t·j:. 
de~, according to the computation made by the French, amoulHcd 
to 130,000 pn\lnds fterling; anQ the" gold and fitver of wh i(.' h they 
took poffdlinf'l to the value of 31 ,000 pounds fleTling; the half of 
the artiHerY':md military,flares was eflimated at %4,000 pounds fter~ 
ling: all the other effects and!'merchandizes werc relinqtlifiled to tbe 
proprietors of them. It was -agreed that the French o.ould evac.uate 
the town before the end of the enfuing .. Jaauary, after which the 
.Englith were to remain in poIfeffion of it, without · behlg ·attacket! 
oy them again during the war. Upon thefe conditions the- govct 
nor and council·of Madfafs agreed to pay the -fum of I,JOO,ooo '" 
p"agoda:::, or 4+0,000 POllllds frerling-. Of this fum 240,000 poupds . 
were to be paid at P otlclicherry, by fix equal payments, before the 
month of Otlolier. in the Jear 174-9: and for the remaining zoo,oo~ 
nounds, bills 'm:re. drawn 0 11 the Eafi Illdia company in Lond6h, 
payable a few months after they Ihould be prof.nttd. The Englilh 
gave hollages for the performance of this treaty •. 
, On tbe ,12th of October, Mr. De la llourdonnais inv.fred one of 

' ~~to!)llc41 'of PondichcTfY. appointed bvMr. Dupleiocj with the go-
v.ermocat 
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t;~6. vermncnt of IHadrafs, and went on lJoard ()f his 0\\' 11 fhiJl~ which had 
~ been refitted with jUlY mails. He anchored in the mad of Poil~i

cherry. on [he J 5lh, and {ailed from [hence the 20th with {even /hips, 
intcncling to proceed to Achin: but forefecing that a part (if them 
would prohabJy be un;t!,1c to reach [h;H port, he fOl'm c~ the {quadron 
jnro two djviliuIlS; one cOllfillcu of the thr~e fllips which arri ved Jail 
from Europe. t0ge ther with another that had efcaped the fierm: 
thcfe were nil in go~){1 condition; and were therefore ordered to make 
their way to Achin, w-ith<;lut waiting for the other divifiol1, which 
confified uf l\h. Dc la Bouruollilais' 70 gun {hip, one that h<ld been 
difmafted, aBd a merchant-fbip which had Jikewiie fl.lffcred in the 
fierm. The fOllr found fhips very foon ulile!! out of fight of their 
:comrades : ~Ild Mr. D e In l3omdollnais7 finding that the fhattcrcd 
conditio!} (If dI e: o.tllcr d ll ~(; rcnucn.:d. tho.:ll l il,capable of g:1 in illg their 
ddl:incd porr ag!J.illfi a \'ioJ ~ I1t Hl.ld contrar), w intl, made litil for tile 
Wand of Maudtius7 wherc:they arrived in the beginning of D eccmhcr 
without any Qcc;deut. He (pon after_left Mauritil.l~, which, from a 
fOIcO' ... m:,llnd ,fcndc/:ro a.fl.t)u~pQ~jtlg colony, ann the arfeunl of all the 
·Fr~ch.: mil i:ti\~y expeGlitiQQs.in India. Evr.=ry hody knows the trcat
Ql,61\t rhe t~ccivcd O'n hjfj arf!i'~' al il) France_ The friends of Mr. Du
ple'i-x had j llfi,uence e/\o.ugh at the court to get him confined t (1 the 
.~aftilC', where ,he remuiJ!c{\ a.l'rifimer ;tlmofi three years : llPon an 
~amina~i()ji ·of his c(}udpcl, hi$ jufiificatjon, proved by original pa
:p~s ' which :btLyc -been ryia<le 1~uhlj c, procuretl him his liberty. Had 
:h_c, (urvlvcu.:the:lWAeq.uent ill fuccefi'es of.his nation at fca, his ahili
!jes .would prooaltly ha.\o'le ntifed !.lim .to the highefi cornmands in the 
Lvy of France. ,. I-~is l\.I~le:d.ge in mechanics reltd,ered bi~ c~pablc 
oi.:.~ui}.d.il}g a;.fhip,{f!qm\ ihe 'ke~l:. his 1kill iu ~avigation, of (?nduCl
ing.i><;r til ~'IY,~r";Qf ll4e, gl.<>.be.:; ~,\d .hiq;ourage, of de(ending her 
~i"fi,"!lY\ .l'qua' t'l!"~'" ' J'l,~he .",¥,OuCi of an ,."edition, he fuper
.iPt<~d.~ '1\\1 <he. ~~ils.4,thei~,yi~"without l>eing perplexed either 

'1!\\~~'jle .~rieW 'Qr, :n~t,.,(Qi ,!hQl1l. , ,His plans~cre fimple, his 
,~der. pr,telCe, .and .1w,tlnb~:'l>e<l: ~~, t9 th.e ,k:rvlcem which he 
~Med. , : ~~,'U,~~)~~ ,:,!~ince.rrant;. and d\fficulties lerved 
' ., . ,!~' f'1',Cf.e.Ce" hi~,.,a.lv\ty.~!>,¥;h Jllwaysgave rthe example of zeal 
~;be COID/IIaildcd: , . . , .' 

, .- Th< 



HfiTO~T OF YUK CAINA'i"C. 

The ftorm ruined the Frcnc'b marine force in India, and prefer.rcd 
the Englifh etlabli{hments from immillent danger: hut the events 
whj~h enfued on the Coall:: of Corom~ndel, ft:em to have been the 
confequeact: of that augmenta tion of troops, w"hich POl}ciicht!rry ac
quired after the F rench filuadron was reduced to the incapacity of 
attemptillg any farther c),;pl:ditions. Mr. D c la Bourdollllais left IJc
hind him 1 200 ddCiplilH.:d mcn ; 450 more were lauded Ollt of the 
tlue..:: inip" whi'~h came bn. into Inlli:1, and 8 or 9':>0 t'ili lors were 
taken out or the {hips Ihat remained Oll t~·ll! L:oafl, :md dilcipli ncd as 
{oldiers. By which ;).dditions the furces of POlHlichcrry am01.lIltcd 
to 3000 EllrOpeami. 

The N :tl iob An'war-odcan, very foon after the FrCllch bad taken 
Madraf~, began to (ilfj}ctl, or h;:1.(1 Jifcovcrc:d, that the promil~ of Mr. 
Dupleix [0 put llim in poJTcllion of the town, was a fraud employed 
to divert him froln giving rhe Engliih any aJIifiancc during the Liege. 
H e dett:rmi llcc1·tu revcnge this afFront by laying ficge to Madr.afs; 
which he made no doubt of t~king from the Fn.: nch, with as much 
cafe as t~lCY had taken it from the Englilh: for rneafurillg the miliw 
tary abilities of the Europeans; by the grea t rcft)cB and humility 
with which th ey had hitherto carried thcmfi..:lvcs in all their tranfw 
aCliolls with the 1\1ogul go\'ernment; he imOlgillcci that this fllbmif
fion in their bch:tviour proceeded from a conk;o~l1ilc1~ of the fupe .. 
rior military prowefs of tbe Moors. 

Some of his troops arrived ill tile ncighuollrhood of ~1adrafs be
fore Mr. De la Bourdonnais's departmc, and loon after, his eldefi: 
fall, l\1aphuzc Khilll with the rdl. The whole umy ,;mountcd to 
10,000 men, and itlydl:cd the town: two dcpr,ties \\ 'Cr<: immediately . 
fent to treat wlth him, ilnd thefe he b :: pt prif01~cr !> . The Fn;rfch 
governor hall received orders fron: Mr. Dllpleix to refrain as lOllg as 
poffiule from committing: any hofi iijtiesagainft 1VhFhl~ZC .Khall , who 
jmputed th is ina8ion to fear: and It-wing received infurmation of 
the difj>ofitions which Mr. Dc: la llomd()nnais 1l::.d I,(,,<lde: for the at
tack of the place, he enJeavollrcrl to imitate them; great he~ps of 

, faggots and t:arth were brollghr to the fpot where ,the French h:1d 
c:rcacd one of their batteries of mortars agaillll: the town: here rhe 

L 1\'!oors 



TH.£ 'VAR.- or ·C"o 'I.OA1ANDSL. 

Moors intended to form a battery of their cannon, which were fo 
' old, a$ net to be fired without riCk to tnofe who mana.ged them. 

A Ihalbw rin.':r ran along the wel1crH-JiJc 01 Kladrals; it!! outlet 
to the C::a was about 700 yards to the tlmth of tin: \Nhite Town; 
hut tllis ",as generally flopped by a mound, l: lrm eu of the fanu:; , 

w hich 'vc r::: cOI !tiuually tb l'{lW:l up by the fllrf. This oufiruCi:ioll 
(;onfining ' t be wafer:; of th t;: ri\'cr, remkrt:tl it of as much defence as 
:l. ,vct ditch to th:lt part of tbe tC WIl by wilich it p:dlcd. The Na
Lob's army intended to efcalatlc the Black T own, o f which tlli..: wall~ 
were low, and the bun.iolls ofver), little Il.:rength; thi:; had been the 
projeEt of .:\olr. De Ja '13ollnlonnais. Tn f:tcilitate th l',ir app:'oach to 
the wall!! in a gencraJ affa\llt, they empluyeJ a great lI\lmhl.:r of men 
to cut th rmlgh the lDOlllld (I f ( ~ !ld; a pracl ice which they 'wc-re in4 
form ed th!.! ElI g!ith always lTICldc "(,, d~ \",'I!CI1C\Lr the), thought it 
neecffary Il' dr'ain the ri ve r. .t\t the (illne time a large hoJ)' '3f 
troops took poflt-filon of a fpring lying about"thrcc M.'liles to the north 
of the town, which was the only [ouree from which the inhabit;.;.nts 
were f.JPplied with good water. Thefe mcafures fhewcd a degree 
of intelligence very uncommon in the military operat ions of the 
Moors. The French finding the waters of the rivet ckc reafc, and 
th:ir communication w ittl t\1C' fj}ring interrupted, comlllcnced ho!1i· 
lities, and 6red from the IJafiiollS of the mack allel \Vhi k TOWIl, 
upon the Moors, whr.revcr the)' :lJlpearcJ; who immediately rc
treated from thc m Ollnd, and the rdl of their /lations, wh.ich w('!'~ 
expofed t~ this fire; bpt £liH kept poficffion of the ground 1]C':1r the 
rpring, which was out of the re,ach of canllon-1hot from the town • 
. --:rhe next day, being the 21d of Oaoher, .;.' body of 4 00 mcrh 
ltish two field pieee's_ marched. out of the town, and attacked that 
quarter of the Nabob's ,nrmy, which was encamped to the north
weft, between the town ami the fi,ring. Their cavalry mOllllted 

.ou ,he fidl alarm, a.nd unitrllg their fquadrons, advanced with the 
appearance 'of refolution. Having never experienced the effeCt of 
Jield pieces, ,they h~ no conception th~lt it was pomble to fire, 
-;nth executwn, . the fame piece, of cannon five or fix times in a 
.i!iin'11e. for in the aukward managemellt of tIleir Own c1umCy 
,'" .. , artillery,.. 



artillery, they think they do ' ..... ell if they fire once in a qu::utcr of an 
hour. ~nle French detachment concealed thei r two field pieces be· 
hind their line, until the enemy's cavalry approached ncar r.:nough to 
feel the fllll cift.:Cl.: of them; when the line ('Ipen illt; to tlu.: right anel 

left, the field pieces began to fire: t wo or three of the enemy's 
horfr.:s were killed by the firJl clifchargc, which th rew the whole 
bud)' iuto confu(i()ll: however they k(: pt th t:ir ground fome time,.as 
jf \\'hiting for all intcrmifIioll of the tire ; uul) [ilLd;ng that it con· 
tinucd with vivacity. they took to flight with great precipitation. 
The Fr<:lIch plundered their tt:nts anJ baggage wit hout interruption, 
and took two pieces of can~101l. to little fit for fervicc, that they 
flung them iuto a well. Tb..:y did Dot 101i.; a mall in the at~ack, 
and killeu auout feventv of the !'Hoors. 

, -
Maphuze Khan, immediately after this defeat, coHeC1ed aU his· 

troops illlO one camp, aLont two miles to the wcftwa'/-d of the town: 
hllt UplJll hearillg that the Frcnch expeCted a reinforcement from 
Pondichcrry, he quitted th is camp the next dar, and took porreffiol1 
of St. Thome, ~ town Jituut£:u al.JO'llt four miles to the {outh of 
Madrais. .. 

This place, once in the poffcffion of the PortugucCe, and eluring 
the time of thell· pmjjlc;ity in 11ldia famous for the fplendor and 
riches of its illl m!J i tant~. has long lince been reduced to ·a town of 
little HL11e or rd(J( t, although it fiill g:vcs title to a Portugucfc bilhop. 
The tuwn had no defl:llCe, exceptillg here and there thc ... fclllains of 
a ruincd wall: :J river rau into t he 1~a from Ibe weil, aLout a q·uar. 
ter of a mile to thl(, t(;uth of the tm'ln. .i\l1.phozc Kha!l took poifef
fion of the fira nJ. ha.wccu the river and the tow I! with his whole 
army, and ph.!",t •. :" hi~ artillery a long the bank of the river. • 

On tht: 24th of O t1oucr .the Frcnch detachment arrivt~d, hy break 
of day, at the Lank of the ri \"(~r ojlpofitc to St. Thcmuc, and found 
"the Nahoh's troops, horfe anel foot, ("ltawn up .on~ the: other fide. to 
oppofe their pafiagc. I thad oeen concertecl, that a party of 400 
men ihould march fr,)m MadraCs~ and attack the Moors on the north. 
(..T11 .fide of the town, at :.ne fame time tha·t the {lc~achrnellt from 
Pondic!>e"Y' attacked tbem on the fouth: but the' troops from ,Ma-

L ~ , - ~.fs 





aftdnbled and drew up 
Dapkis and tile coullCiI, ia which 'tbqr fi,t 
iIwy ,..........,., of anllullia, the _ty of 

waf dra~m;i~~tbciCClllllCil§.~of~POII1Iida~w~ ~~I 
lit!, _ read. /bIIcl,.. .... r .. 
rat\oIl mid injunaion. : 

The tt .. y oC .... fom mode "'. Mr. De loa Bom,bus" _ 
eIuod ""n. 'I"be E~ _ OIIjeifted III 
aD ""IM-witbtMlt elX:lpticm; .u ............ 
........ 4-ont, 8I1CI hotfet, __ Jared the 
~., I bat the J:hiWh _ pcwiBm.d 

....... it tbc,..... of the 
:JlU'IIII1ICIt to 
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'ahle booties: the fortunes of moll: of the Eilgiiih Inhabitants were 
Tuined. The govcrnt)J" and {everal of the principal inhabitants were 
cOllduCled, by an efcort of 400 men, to Pondicherry: here :£\11". Du
pleix, un(ler pretl!uce of doing them honour, cau(cu them to enter the 

• town in ao ofieutatious procef1i.o ll, which espofed them to the view 
oi , 0 ,000 fpechtors, Jike priConers led in triumph. Others o( the 
jnhabitants, with feveral of the military officers, reCalved not to give 
tbeir parole, ~llcdging very jufi:1y~ lhat the breach of the treat), of 
murem rcleafed them from that which they -had given to Mr. De la 
Bourclonnais : and thefe made their efcape out of tl'ie town by night, 
und, travelling th rough the country I;y various roads, went to the 
Englilh (ettlement of Fort St. David. 

The Eafllndia CQmpahy was here in poffcffion of a terri tor)' larger 
tMn ulat of ~IJt.d rafs : il bad been purchafed, aboufa hundred years 
before, frolll the Indian prince of the country; aud their title co it was 
confirmed by the ,l\1(1gul's viceroy, when th~ MPOf6 conquered the Car. 
natic. The fort was fituated near the fea J'2 miles to the fO\lth of 
Poodicherry: it was fmall., put better fortified than any of its fize in 
India, and ferved as n cjtadel to the compaoy's territory. About a 
mile to the fOllth of it was fituated the town of Cuddalorc, in which 
the principal Indian In,er.chants, and many of the natives depencient 
on the compauy retided. This town extended 1200 yards from north 
to h)uth, and fOO from eall: to w.efl: three of i rs~ fides were d~fended 
by wnjJs ~.nked with bafiions; that to the lea was for the grcatcO: 
part open j but a ,ri\ er paffing from the wcfiward between Fort St. 
David anel the town, flowed, juft before it gni~s the fea, along the 
eafiern fide of the towll, of which whiHt it walhed the ikirts on one 
:ha1nd, it was on the ather fcparated from tbe fea hy a mound of fand, 
which the Curf .throws upon the {hore in moO: parts of the coaft 
To the wcfiward Df the fort, and within the company's territory, 
were two or three populous ~illages, inhabited by tbe natives. Tbe 
government of Fort St. Dav,iq depended on that of 1\.1adra(s, to which 
it was immediatel.v the next in rank: but on the breach of the treaty 
of r;mfom, the company's agents at Fort St. David, regarding thofe 
Df Madrals as pri(oners to the French, tOQk upon themfelves the Ie
--.l admillilliation on the coail"of Coromandel. 

They 
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They began their adminifiration by applying to the Nabob of Ar. r 746. 
cot for his affifrancc againll: the French, by whom they expected 
every day to be attacked. The defeat of Maphuze Khan at St. • 
Thome had irritated the Moors fa much againfi that nation,. that the 
N3bob rea~jl)' engaged to fend his artny to Fort St. David,. on con~ 
clition tbat the Englilh would furnifh part of the expellee.. This 
propofal being agreed to, the ~rmy pre'par~d to take the field iu 
two bodies, one commanded by Maphuze Khan, anu the. other by 
his brother Mahomcd-~JJy_ 

In the beginning of December Mr. Duplcix recalled Paradis from 
Mad rafs to Pondichcrry, intending to give him the command of an 
expedition 'he was preparing agail1fl: Fort St. David.. Paradjs fet out ' 
with a detachment of 300 Enropcans, and took the opportuni ty of 
this efcort to carry away what booty he had colleded in his govern-
rocut. J\.1apbuze Khan, delirous to revenge the defea"t of St. Thonle, 
refolved to intercept this-detachment; and waited for it, with 3000 
harre and zoo; foot, about ten mileHo rhe north of Sadrar. .. , a Dutch 
fcttlement lying 30 miles to the fouth of lVladrafs. The detachment 
marched ju two bodies jane Qefopc and one hehind the baggage, 
which was carried by Coolies, a. can of Indians whore fole occupa .. 
tion is to carrl burthens. The Moorifh cavalry continuaUy oaraffed 
the rear, ret(!ating as foon a~ the French prepared to nre, and rc~ 
turning as {oon as they renewed their march : the jnfantry armed with 
match-locks, fired from the 111elter of thickets and other covers at 
too great a d.inancc to do execution. H.owcver thefe atta~ks greatly 
retarded the progre~ of the detachment; and Paradis, apprchenfive 
of being ovcrtaken by the night in the open placll, ordered his bag-
gage to procerd before the firn divifton, and then marched awa.y fiim! 
[elf with this body as fan as poffible to Sadrafs, leaving the rejr to 
maintain the fight as they cO\.ltd; who neverthclefs did Dot lofe cou
rage, and by Dever firing until the enerfly were withjn certain reach 
of execution, made their way good.to Sadrafs, with the lofs of I ~ men,. 
who faultering on tue way were taken: The(e prifon~rs Maphuze 
K.ban filewed as .an incontefiible proof of viCtory: and this opiE,lioll 
was ju lome meafure cOnU!mcd by the conduCt: of Paradis, afeer hiJ 
'arrival at Sadrafs, not venturing to proceed until he .bad been Fej~ 
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,'146. furced by. Jorge detachmeDt (10m Pondicherry; which it i. proba • 
.... .. =' ble he had only demanded for lhe gre-Iller fccurity of his own bag .. 

I-

• g:lge, which coalified of valu:l.blc effeCts. rv'laphu:u Khan, fatjsned 
with the advantage he had gained, left the fea-coaft tbe day after the 
-aCtion, and proceeded to join his brocher Mabomed-ally, who had 
taken the field. 

The troops dcllined to .,t.ck ForI St. D.vid affembled at Arianco
pang, a final! fort built by the French about two miles to the [outh. 
weft of POllclicherrYl and about one mite and a half from the fea: but 
-the officers refufUlg to admit Mr. Paradis to coromand them, in pre
ju4icc to the right of his feniors in the feevice j the command was 

. given to Mr. Bury, the oldcfi officl:l' of tbe French troops in Iudia. 
The European troops in the fer vice of the colonies efiablilhed in 

Indofian, never confified intircly of llative.c; of that country tu which 
the colony beJongs: on the contrary, one half at lean was compofed of 

'J'DCIl of all the nations in Europe. The chrifiians, who call them~ 
{elves Portugue(<", always formed part of a garrifon: they are 1ittle 
{upcrior itl courage to the lowercafts .of lndians, and greatly inferior 
to the bigher calts, as well as the rlorthem Moors of J ndofian; but he .. 
caufe they learn the manual exercife and the duties of a parade with 
{ufficient readinefS, and arc clad like Europeans, th~ arc incorpo .. 
rated into tbe compauies of European troops. From wearing a hat, 
thefe pretended Portuguefe obtained amollgfi lhe natives of India the 
name of .. TopaIT'es; by which name the Europeans likewife dif-
tinguiih tbem. The indian natives, and Moors, who are trained ill 
the European manner, are called Sepoys: in ,taking our ar:-1S and 
military exercife, they do not quit their own dre(s or any other of 

-their culloms. The Scpoys arc formed into companies and batta
liolll, and commanded by officers of their own nation and religion. 
Thofe troops of the natives, who bring with them their own <1rms, 
.and continue their own maftncr of ufwg tbem, retain the names they 
bear in their feveral countries; but on the coaO: of Coromandel the 
Europcansllillinguilh .11 thefe uDdifciplil1ed troops, whetber .rm'" 
with (word •• Dd targeta, wiJh bowa aod arrows, with pike. and 
hPcee. with match-loeb, or evco widl mu1kcts, by the gcncra1_ 
Jp ........ 

~-.,.. 
, 
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b. the Bigbt of .......... of December the Frena" army Rt. out ., ... 11. 
rr- AriancopIIIIIr .. orrival tbe next morning, by break of .clay. .:=' ... 
at the river i'aDur, .hich nms into the fca about a ~ and a haU 
10 the nord. of Fort Sr. David: their force confifted of '700 men, 
fOr the moA part Europeans, of wbicb 50 were caValry: they bod 
one or two companies of Calfr. floves, natives of MlIlagafcar and of 
me .. ftam coa(\ of Africa; which had been dikipllned, an~b'QOghc 
into India, br Mr. Di> IlO Bourdoimal.. Their artillery cOllflllied of 
fix field pieces, anda! many mortars. .... 

The garrifon of Fort St. David, with the addition of the officers 
atld foldiers wbo had made tbeir efcape from Madrafs, confifted of no 
more t!:aan zoo Europeans, and 100 Top31fes. :rhefc were..intcnded 
to defend the f6rt: and a. the Nabob's behaviour,.whe., Madrafs .... 
attack~by O.la Bourdonnai,. had caufed the EngJ~ to fufpea bia 
affurances of affiR:ancc, they hired 20'00 Peans for the defence of 
Cuddalore and th~ company's territory, and difhibuted 8 or 900 
muAtets amongO: them. At this time the EngJifh had,not adopted 
the idea of train!ng the I ndian natives in the European difciplinc, 
notwitbfianding the French had fet the example, ~y railing fouf or 
(we companies of Sepoys at Pondicherry.. 

The French army crolred the river Palmir, a.nd entered the com
pany·s territory without any other oppofitien rhtl" the fire of (orne of 
the Peon., who galled' them a little from behind thiclrets, a.,d other 
covt:rs; but retreated as foon as fired upon by the. enemy"s -held ... 
pieces. At the ditl:ance of a mile and a half to the north~wett of Fort 
St. D~id was a couutry~houfe appointed for the refidence of the go_ 
vemor, behind which, to the north, was a large garden inc10ied with. 
a brick wall, 3nd before the houfe, to the fouth, a court with build
ings on each fide of it. The ford where the French bad pa/fed the 
river w.a5 abOl\~ a quarter of a mile fr~m .the ~arden; in which (orne 
Peon. wcre ftelioned, wholll the enemy foon d.flodged. Mr. Duplei" 
having received intelligenc:e that the Nabob bad fent no mote th.n 
'$1)0 ....... to the .ffiftan<e of the Englilh, had inlbu&d Mr. Bury 
"' _n:It tl"'OIISI> the compln-y's territory, and ona.k the town of 
C.· .... L :JItae ¥reueh ...... , ... with no orDer reliibnce than 
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tile mega"'r lkinDilhes />f doc.PcoU, iIIjIehd GOlIIt_ ., ...... .-IId 
hi> tbis conadence, the foldiora; f~.ith II m ..... fIi ,...." 

• miles, were pez:mitted, as-".<they Iw! takerr~ of the gar •. 
den, '0 fay. down their ~ ancI If*'. oIfice .. ""Ii~ to ./labo", 
guards, or xo take the: .... aaI precautions ...mob ... gaoeraJly thobght 
indifpeufib!e 19ail\ll:. "rprjze. In II few minuieulle ",bole ....... y 
had quitr.etl Iheir ....... aud evClJ' JJUIIl wao; Il".ggli"l! _&ing to iii. 
cwo iDc:lioltiae: f~ were CUltillg·wood Id ~rofs their meal, fom. 
were cooking it. fome were eatiBg. and othcvs Were :laid do)Vu to 
1I1111..tJa. eoo!i& .nd <he lodi"lrCoqdu~ng lhe camel., ca'ls, al)d 
.."n laden with the baggage, dikh.r~ il promifcuoufly;n .the _rt befmo Ihe garden-houfe! aDd then diJperfcd. Such was Ihe ge_ 
lleral dilDn/cr, when. large iJQdy of lVrces, borfe and fuot, were dif.. 
covered appr08~hjllg io good o rder fIom the wcll\\1arll. rl ~t~e were 
the Nabob's army, confifting of 6000 boree and 3000 foot, under the 
command of hi. font Mllphuze Khan and MahoDlcd-ally, who baving 
united tbe (01\0" tbey feparately commanded, qad arri,," \be.preced
ing day on lhe plain of Chimuudelum, four mile. to tho well of ForI 
St. David. • '., 

• 

Every man ran to his arros in confufion, Bud terror prevented them . 
from conceiving the adva.utage of thelr fitu'3t iop in tbe garden, the 
waUs ofwbich fecured them from the attack of cavalry ; but imagin . .. 
ing that iIleir {lfely confilled in recrolling 'he river befpre t~ey ihould . 
be attllcked, Ihey hurried out of the garden inlo the ope~ plain; all, . 
txcepting Ihe artillery, in mucb riilDrd.... The enelJlY came up be
fore they reacbed the river. The Peon. of the ll/ahob' •• rmy,joined 
..,. tbofe belonging lID tb. Englilh, iatermixed wilh Ibe cavalry, and 
la!!>t up • cooftant but irregular 6 .... wbilll tbe cavalry advanced 
f",ont in band in ""Ii",," onlellli INt they were alway. r.""lfed by 

tbe '"' of the arlillery. 
& foon u lhe FrellCb tmop. bad pined the bank, Ibey plunged 

into tbo river. wbere the _ .... fOur feet deep; and many flung 
-7 Iheir anna before me,o'oeKbea' <he other Wle: bUI 'he artiUcry 

to preIione tIraoir -nose;"" ""'=d the field-pieces, ~. 
dlearoverth ..... mr_ .............. tumingtb .. apiR , 
euai,. I. lOoo u tbey __ Ito+" 011 the oppoiite ... 

. no 
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~"'Iil p. Wei 5* David were ol'l!'i"d <If the arrival of the I H6. 
Na!Ieb'. atIII¥ '* OAialaMeluml and the whole ganil'on, excepting ........... 
SO TopeIIis, .Pied _ .. fooo II they perceived the Frcoch rclrcat-
iDlJo "",<lid aot_ up in lime to.1Iiil ill n,terrupting tbeir palfage 
..- thu;". u..iDgprovailed uJ>QII the Nabob', army to"aCCOQl-
polly the .... dley..waucod ill purfuit of the Freoah,hut did not ave<-
lab tbcm until they had marched fJX miles on the otber fule of the 
river. By this time tbe French troops had recovered fcom their 
panic. and were drawn up in fuch good order, that it was Dot thought 
prudent to attack them. They continued their march to Arianco-
pang, where tbey arrived at {even iD the evening, having been in. 
motion, with very little refpite, for 34 hoprs. On a cpiew of a 
fiate of thei~ army, it was fouod thaI 130 <If their European. had 
been wounded, and J. killed. They bad left bebind them at the 
garden all the baggage which w .. come up belOr. the MOOl8 ap-
peared. The engLith, on thejr return from the pur(uit, found 

. feveral chefts of mufqucts, and other miJitary fiores; but a bod, 
of the Nabob's cavalry had plundered all the reO: of the baggage as 
fOOD as the French quitted the garden. 

Mr. Dupleix judging, from the ill foccds of this expedition, that 
any open attempts .gainO: the Englilh at Fort lit. David would be 
frulUated whilft the Moors continued to aflifi: them, entered iDeo a 
correfj>ondence witb the Nabob and Maphuze Khan, to induce tbaa 
to witbdraw their troop.: and at the Gune time he IOrmod aoproje@ 
to take Cuddalore by (urprize. 'Il,e French army continued u 
Ariancopang; a114 on tbe night of the 30th of December Sao !MIl 

embarked in boats, with order. to prOceed by k:a to Cuddalorc, 
whero rhey were to enter the river which runs alOllJ the caR:.ra 
6dc, and to attack thi> open quarter of tbe town at break of day. 
The boats were fcareely through t1te furf. ",moD tbe wind "'" (,,
the lOath, and blew fo hard that feveb! of them Iillod with .",-. 
and all were obliged to put bock. The furf beat fo high ... die 
...... dial the (oldion 6vng away their arms, as .... KI'I'ItII. iocwD'
.. ~ .. ia higb 6riI the botat is quitted as' feclo as it -.boo 
............ 1eIl1iIM .. rrti .. _ ... 1eI .......... u.UcI.vOl)o 
.""'_ (I. ..... , ia.it. 1 '. . 

M. Mr. 
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Mr. Duple.is, thua diMppnialoll a ",=d lime in bi& ..... .p..a 
Cuddalore, finding tbar tbe Nabob'. army ftiIl coMi ...... willi doe 
&gli/h, .ttcmpred 10 eoufe a div.rflOn of their troopo, by arrying the 
war into the Nabob's country near Madra15. A dOhrhm_ £l'0III 
the tOWI' marehed Je. mil .. inland, huming ami dc1lruying vill.goa 
without rdillanC<!; for the inhabitants took to light... they ' lip
prooched; and the Nab~b had no troo,," in that part. of his coaatry. 
The Frencb found lalge quantitiea of grain in fevoral plaoes, wbicll 
they jCt fire to, for wagt of Meana to 'carry it away. They gaiMcI 
... ..m.ntage but plunder by tbiJ eapeditiou; for the Moors remain .. 
at Vort St. David, and the Nabob wa. more exafperated than befor~ 

On the 9tb of Jan~ the four /hips, tha compofed the largell . 
divifion of the [quadron in which Mr. De la Bourdonnais Guim::d 
the coafi, returned from Achin to P.ondicherry. Mr. Duplcix in
formed the Nabob of their arrival, exaggerated tue addition of Corce 
which Pondicherry received from it, and at the fwe ome. repee
fe!tted the E~glilh at Fort St. DDid .. a handful of men abandoned . 
by tbe reA of their countrymen. The princes of Indotlao, as well 
.. thew fubjetis, take no paius td inform themf~lves of any affa.irs 
... ~ing thpf. of their own country; and the long abfenee of 
the &glith fquad"'n, joined to- the precipitJtion with whicb it had 
<JOitted the coatl in September, concurred with Mr. Dupleix's atr ... • 
riano, to make tbe Moors helieve thlt the EngliJh concern. in India 
W""" l=oming defperat.. The governments of Indolhm have~no 
hlee of national honour iD the cOlldud. of their politics; lWd as fOOD 
Inb., thiRk the party ... iIi> whom they ore engaged is pduceclto 
1l!'!.",4ift..,Cs, the)< ~..ahou, i>tflri<m, their alliance to the op
pI6o .... 0IIiIi0« ___.ednDtap_ -1 r. of" otIion. 
TIR NebooII ....... bIs "" Mo •• , 1''-1 t .. tiie' ...... 'r. D..,.leix·, 
,..... of III __ aod.i ...... d"to bock. tl> Pondic:herry «he 
~;ileputitalwhn bod,il<e1L htUnotI! (IrilDoCIIs .., Mophuze Khan, 
..... beitweW ~ . polio; ........ nephew to 

.Dotp1Gix, _tlle~ •• _r'i Jtl tile .... lDdlof Pondicher'1' 
........ 4'1112 .... ,.........,. -.I ...... opWt ... 
till II.,"" ...... ".7 "" ....... }cfitiII, wlo8l1sl 

._ .... fefitlence ia. _I (I fW:«haC 'Ido. 6Dce tbIs ... 
J • .... 
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.lftIlt tlad 1JeeJt Cllllqll&itlll bf the 0 .... , Mogul. The Moor! had 
hitberto been careful eo prevent Europear,..from informing them
IeIv .. of lb. Rate of the country, and the Europeans, folely em
ployed in commerce, were (0 little folicitous pf acquiring {nch in· 
form.tion, that at rhio time they knew as little of Arcot as of Delhi. 

But Mr. Dupleix, while he was perfuading the Nabob that tH~ 
Engliib affilirs were without re(ource, was him(elf apprehe'nfive of tbt 
retum of their (quadron, and did not think the thip! arrived fro!b 
Achin a (oree fulliciellt to encounter it; therefore, as foon as he found 
lbat thete ,",,5 a probability of withdrawing the Moors from the amn. .. 
anee Clf the Etlglilh, he ordered .tbe lhi~ to quit the coall. of Coro
ro.ndel. They left Pondicherry tbe 8tb of Febru.ry, and failed to 
Goa, the clpital or the Portuguef. fettlements in India. A fe .. 
days after, Maphuze Khan came to Pondicherry, ~bere be WU reo. 
ceived with pomp and mucb refpeCl. Mr. Dupleix paid him 50,001> 
rupees in money, and made him a pretent of European trinkets !b 
(be value of I oo,ood" rupees- more: a peace was concluded between. 
the French and the N abob, who recal1ed his army from Fort Sf. 
David. The Englilh at Fort si. David bad not hitherto received 
'3ny fupplies either from E\l!ope or the colonies in India. 

A !hip from England belonging to the company rippeared in fight 
of Madrafs in the month of November, and ignorant of the Jof~ df 
the place, approached tbe road. The governor Paradi>, immediately 
hojiled EngliO!. colours in the town, and fent (ome foldien em boatd 
of the !hip which was taken when Madrm. furrendered. This IIIIp 
likewife hoill.ed I>nglilh colours. The !hip tram the lea, <kt-ci,ed 
by thefe appearances, can anchor near the prize, which immedtiltfy 
attacked her, hut in fo unfkilful a manner, that Paradi, apprehead
ing tile prizo hendf would he taken, began to fire from tbe bauerieO 
af the town upon the Engli/h tmp, w;hicb, difeo.ering by theli:~ 
lifit'ies Ihat MadralS was in pofTeRion of the French, weigh<'CI he. an
ehor, end went ant of the road without haVing ~cived any damap. 
td J'-rr another !hip from England came to In anchor Ileful" 
~.,.lhe French immediately fent, by a liBIing;flaat, 6/et1t1r 

W ~tIoat QIIII __ Ilmftil<l b, tie 
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M. 
ffl7 . Moor., and that they Chouldimm.diately {end boats to bring 011 a.ore 
~ ~ treafure and the IOIdiers. The captaiu, deceived by tbis I_r, 

,.. well as by the flag" which was ftY;J)g in the town, ~in.d no 
{ufpicioll, and permitted the boa~ to come to the lbip .. n~<lUt e,.. 
ami nation. A number of {oldiers were coocealed in them, who in 
the bme inll:ant boarded the {hip from different q.uarters. The 
greatea part of the /hip'. company were enfeebled by tbe {curvy, 
~nd thofe who were capable of making reflllance were fo mucb fur
Jll"UOd. that they were ealily overpowered. This ",,'as a rich prize, 
JMiDg on board befldes merchandi .... 60,000 pound. tlerling in bul. 
.... In tbe ~'Iterval another of the company's thips anch.ored in 
.. road of Fort St. David, where the governor immediately fent off 
• Jetter to the captain, acquainting him with the Jo(s of Madrafs, of 
.the great fuper~orjty of tbeFrcnch (orce on the eoaft of CoromandeJ, 
and of the diftrelTes to which the fort was reduced by the want both 
of men and mooey. The fbip was, as utual, con1igned to the go .. 
_ and ouncil of Madraf. I and the ditlrelfe. of Fort S •. David, 
.. OIl of-inducing the captai .. to affitl .hem, only fuggetled '0 him 
.. riA. to wbich his own fortoni might l>e expofed, l>y land ing the 
oompaoy'. trcafure,1:ontrary to the Jetter of his inftru6tions, in a fet
daPeot threatened with fucb imminent danger: be therefore refufed 
to comply with the requcfr of the governor, and fet fail for Bengal 
without landing the foldien, or .ny part of .he cargo. Thefe fini£ler 
accidents (erved to confirm Mr. Dupl:eix's affertions, even in the opi .. 
Ilion of tIae Eoglilh themfelves, that their 1i.u.tion was growing 
clefperate. when at Iaft, on the 19th of Februll1"Y, the /hip which 
baci e&:aped out of tile road of Mtdrali in November came from 
~loo, and ked ... 6npooI.. in 61_. together with ~o recruit. for 
.the garrW;m: the....., _ a Yer)' i .............. fupply ; for tbe trea· 
fIJI")' 01 Fort St. Ilavill w .. alllIOft eorbaufted when the lbip arrived. 

The F~h army appcanJin figbtof Fort St. David in the mom· 
<If die acI 01 March: it ........ .of thel8m. troops which had 

jlg~~!itbo~§~;;~a~~:~bust M.. Dupleix had now 
Paradis for dtcit comaaaadcr. 

liold,pieces, """"' ... 
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c:n4.ani • n- IIPnar, and found them drawn up about 600 yard; 
OIl IIic other fade of it: mcy cannonaded one another during the 
gre.toft part of the day; and ill rhe evenjng, part.of the French 
oemy croOCd the ri..,r, out nf tire reach of cannon-thot, to the well
ward: the borfe were detached to reconnoitre them, and returned 
wjth the lots of two men kjlled by the fire of the French Calfre.; 
upon whjch~1 the troop' retreated to the fort. Of the Englj/h · 
12 men, and of tbe French, 21 were kiUed during the cannonade. 
Before morning the whole French army had pa{fed the river, aDd' 
taken poCfeffio,n of the garden. A few hours afterwards a number 
of lhips were defcricd in the offing, approaching the road : thefe 
were the Englilh tquadron from Bengal. The French no {o(mer 
perceived rhem than they recrofTrd the river, and marched back. 
with great prccjpitation towards Pondicherry. 
_ The {quadron had been reinforced in Bengal by the arrival 0' 

twO {hips, oue o~ 60 guns alKI the other of 40, fent from Eugland 
with admiral Griffin. The profidencyof Bengal feht in the (qua ... ' 
drOll a company of 1 00 Europeans, who were landed as foon as the 
£hips anchoted; and Mr. Griffin -likewife went on thore with 1 SO 
marines and 5 00 &ilors: but there were only intended to be a tem
porary augmentation of the garrifon. The ihlps were foon after 
ftationed in light of Pondichcrry, where their appearance made Mr. 
Dupleix recall the French army into the town. 

In the month of June, a reinforcement of 100 Euro~ns. 200 

Topalfes, and 100 Sepoys, arrived from Bombay, and +oo .Sepoy. 
from the Englifh ["tdement of TeUjchcrry: '50 foldjers camelil<c. 
wife in the company's £h..ips in the 'coune of the year from Europe. 
In September, the fquadron failed '0 Madrai;, alld .heu- Loats jC!t 
lire. to and deftroyed, in the road, the Neptune of So gUll&, one of· 
the /hjps of Mr. De Ia Bourdom";,', fquadra .. , whjch had remajncci 
00 the coait ever (mce his departure. • . 

Notwith,(landing the approach of the l10rmy mOl1foon in oaober~ 
Mr. GriJIio determined to continue with the hluadron in fight of Fort 
St.. Dtayjd; the monfoon began and continued without any vipleut 
J.. .. ; but tile weather .... D",wjtl.landjl~ !O /lormy .bal ollly 
""" of .. , ........ of wJli!;k ... tbOI admaral, w,," able '0 k .... 
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Ila.. The reft mad. fail to die Bay of Tri ... _- ia Cey
lon; 10 which place 1\1(. Gri5n with tbe other 1hip like"'. wen. ito 
Oecember to take in wood and water, _00 r'erurued to Fon It. Davic:t 
in the beginning of the year I j48 wilb all the fquadronrOll'Clptisig 
the Me~way. This 1hip, which bad been the firfr caufe of the EQg
ljth difgraces I}lld misfortUJle"s in India, was in fo bad a CODditK>o; that' 
Q1e was foon, after COl1delllllCd as unfit> for fervice; au:: bad been bo.vo 
dOW,1 at Calcutta in Bengal, but ber leaks had no. been thoroughly. 
repaired. • • 

b the month of January 17'108, Major Lawrence arrived from Eng
Ipd at Fort St. David, with a cororoiffion to commaud all the Eaft 
}...f ... company's forces in India. At this time intelljgence was rc· 
c;eivod that Mr. Dupleix was prepacing to make another attempt 
againft Cuddalore: upOtl wh~ch the Major ordered all the troops at 
Fort St. David 'fo form a camp between the garden and tbe river Pan
Qar. Hcre they continued fometime; when it was di1covered that the · 
COIPIlIaucb:, of he Tel\i,cherry Sepoy., a Moor, had formed a deugn 
ttc\eiOrtwith all his men to the Freuch, in the firfl ellgagement that 
~ happen. This difcovery I .. to others. II was found that an 
IAliian, wh~ before Madrafs was loft, had aCl:ed' as interpreter and 
apot of the EugliCh governor of that place, carried Oll a correfpon
d#Dc:e with the wife of Mr. Dupleix in the M alabar language, wbich 
Ote unt.lerftood. \Vhcn the governor was removed by the French to 
POlldich,erry. this man accompanied him; and Mrs. Dupleix, by c:ivi
lit.ics and promik., engaged him to give her ilitelligence of the tranC. 
aaion~of the Engli1h at F""SL Da.vid, which h~ had fur fume time 
cI."". widlgrcat puotluality. Tha faas were proved; and the Irailor, 
\filh .noth .... lndian bia.-t'lice, was haoged. The eommallder 
o£ tho TQIlichar,y Sepoyo,. with trn other oIIiceco belooging to that 
body, were banilbod to tile iOaod of St. Holen .. where feveral of them 
a6ifted one another ill puttingtm oAcl.to-thcir lives, ratherthan remain 
ill ~in ... ~ .. of.-bic'- lIbaliN.lion e""luded them from all 
~P.'!.' of beiag able to .... thscir ektopo to tIlair nar,,,e coolltry. 

~=~=tF;"';LICIl:~~JNpo.~'~="""~' ~~:.=i .... =.ti~ .... ~m~~p~Ond"'b.rry in lieb""'ry in Odobcr, "lot laillld II> .. 
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• 
and two of 40 guns, fent froro Prance. The two 40 gun Olips had 
been ill India, and had taken an EngliCh EaO: India (hip in fight of 
the ifland of Bonibay. This prize would have been very cOllficlerablc~ , 
had not the vigibnce of the gpverflor of the Uland Caved the filver 
that \vas on board, by fending from the (hore two fifhiug-boats, 
which urol1ght away the treaCUTe, whilll: the fllip was defending 
itrelf againil: the enemy. 

On the 9th of June at night the Englilh 20 gun !hip returned from 
a Cfllize, and brought intelligence to Fort St. David, that {he had .dif
covered Ceven large Olips and two (maHer vcJfcls to the {outh. Thefe 
were tbe French {quadran which had failed frOID Mauritius in the 
latter end 0[1 April. The Englilh (quadran , lately reinforced by 
three ihips frpm Engiand, was no:w compo(ed of three {hips of 60 
guns, three of 50, th ree of 40, and one of 20 guns. There were at 
anchor ill the road; but the 1 udders of two of the 4-0 -gun thips were 
~!lhullg, and Mr .• CJ'iffin and {everal of the officers were 011 i1)ore, 
where many of the men were likewife, in the hofI)ital. 

During the fouthern m~>nfoon the wind blows coufiantly from 
the fauth -well:. i[\ all parts . of t~e Bay of Bengal, except at the 
difiance of 10 or IS leagues from the Jand ; aqd here it generally 
changes in 2+ hours, blowing a part of this time from the rea:lt 
Jouth-e'la, and during the rell from the land at fO).lth-wefl:: the land
wind generally rifes about midnight, and lafis tilI noon, but it is 
not always confined to tbis interval; for fame days it continues until 
the evening, and at other times, when very Chong, blow5"' for three 
or four days without interruption. The/ea-wind very (eldom con
tinues more than f1. hours, and is generally preceded by a thort in
terval of oolm. During the Couthern monioon the CU1:rCors, as well 
near the land as out at fen, drive fl rongly to the north. 

A !hip during tbe fca·wind cannot gain way to tbe fouth"; for the 
fea is then rough, and the wind feldom iQcliucs to the eall of the (outh
call: point: but as the land-wind often veers to the welt poiut, and 
always renders the fea {mooth within fight of· the coafl, {hips bouud 
to the {outh mak Ci fame j)rogre(s during this wind, and either drop 
anchor 10 maintain thei r grollJld if they are near !'hare when the 
land·winll flUb, or if th~y are- at {orne diftnnce they f outillue under 
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1748. f:liJ, and wjth the rea-wind come near the a,ore, where they are 
~ ready to avaJl theinfelves agahl of the land-wjnd as {OOIl as it {ets in. 

Dy thefe operations a \'eifel that fail s well fom etimes gets ten or 
fifteen miles to the foutb in a day ; but it is not uncommon to fee 
OUlers employed a month in getting -only 16 0 miles to the fouthward. 

On the 10th of June at an hour and a half after 1100n the French -
!hips were difcerned in the fuuth-eaft. The fea-wind was fet in, and 
they were failin g direCtly before it toward Fort St. David. The 
pafition oftbe Englifh fquadron, at anchor near the land to leeward, 
rendered it impoffible for them to get nearer the enemy during the 
fea-wind; for nad they weighed anchor immediately, the neare1\: 
courfe t.hey could have made would llave been to the north-eaft: out 
to fea, and this would very foon. ha\)e carried them to leeward of 
Pondicherry. Mr. Griffin therefore determined not to weigh an
chor tilllllght,\vhcll the lond-willd ihouJd fet in : in the interval the 
'men on /hore were ordered to join thei r !hips. A, four in the after
noon the French fquadran, being within '~hree leagues of the road, 
altered their courfe, and plied to the fouth-w ell:, This operation 
made the Englifh believe tbat they kept to windward with intention 
to gall~ Pondicherry at all events. About midnight the Englilh put 
to fea with the land-wind, endeavouring to keep in the latttuCle of 
Fort St. David; and in the morning they lhortened fail, in expec
tation every minute of feeing the enemy again to the {outh; but 
before th~ evening they fell to leeward of Pondicherry, when Mr .. 
Griffin, find ing his expectations deceived, l~ade fail to Madrafs, where 
he arrived the next evening, and fouod no Frencf (hips in the road. 

The French fquadron was command~d by Mr. Bouvet, governor 
bf the ine of Bourbon, an able and experienced mariner. He had 
been apprized, at the French fettlement of Karical, of the {uperior 
"force of the Englifh: hjs operations, when in figbt of Fort St. David, 
were defigned to make the Englilh believe that he intended to en
gage them the next morning: but as {oan as the night fet in he 
changed his courfe, and cro\lding all tbe fait his fhips could carry, 
went away to MadrafS, where be arrived the next morning the 1 Ith 
of June, and immediateJy landed 400 foldiers, with 200,000 pdunds 

.....!JJ filver, whicb bad been fent from France to the iOan<!.of Mauritius 
4 • m 
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for the fervice of Pondicherry. Having thus effeeled the defign of 
his voyage, he put out- to fea on his return to Mauritius before the 
Englilh fquadran appeared in fight of Madrafs. 

M r. DlIpleix perceiving that the Englifll Iquadron. had failed to 
Mad rafs, from whence they could not return to Fort St. D avid in 
{orne days, determined to avail himfelf of their abfence, and make 
another attack upon Cudd.aloJ'c. , Eight bUild cd Europeans, with 
1 000 Sepoys, marched fro m Pondicherry" and making a circuit in· , . 
land, arrived all ru.J 7th of June in the morning within three miles 
of Cuddalore, at tqe hills of Bandapolam. Here !:,hey halte4 during 
the day-, and iqtended at night to attack Cuddalore by furprize. 

Major Lawfence receiving intelligence of ~h ~s defign, ordered tQc 
garrifon to marcQ and the cannon to be re{Tloved to Fort St. David, 
intending by this operation to make the French bdi~ve that he did 
not think the place tenab~. A s (oon as .nig,bt c~me on, the garriCon, 
augmented to th~ nu~nber of 400 Europeans, together ~ith the 
cannon, wefe Cent back to Cuddalore" ~ith ~he pre<;autions n\~ceaary 
to prevent the ene.olY from receiving intelligence of their re!urn~ 
The flratagem fuccceded. • 

At midnight the Fl:en.ch advanced with fcating laqders, which 
they no fooner b.egan to apply to the walls than they received the fire 
of aU the mutketry from the ramparts, together wit~ that of four 
or five pieces of cannon loaded with gr_Mlc.1hOt. This unexpeCled 
refifl:ance ftruck the w.hole pod):', offics:rs , as ·well as (oldiets, with a 
panic. Moil: of the men fiu.og alvay t1)eir arms without firing a 
!hot: but the preci~itati91l of their Jligbt' prevented the Englilh fire 
from doing much G.'<ecutlon .amo.1.\gfi: the!)l: nor did their fears qt¥t . . 
them when arrived at the place of th.ejr encampment; for expea-.. 
ing to be followed, they marched 011 without haitiQg until they came 
to the bounds of Pondicherry. • 

It was now (orne time that Mr. Duplcix had, with great activjty, 
been. employed ill llJaking di fpo(rtio.ns to reCUt an ~rrnament bound 
t (' the Eall: Indies under the command 9f a~miraL Bofcawen, of 
whofc defiination the .French at Pondicherry, as well as the ,.Enghfh 
,t Fort St. David, had received intelligence. This armame:nt cou
filled of ono OUp of 7+ guns, onc of 64, two of 60, t.wo of So, 0i'.t OR 

N. of 

9 1 
• 



9' 

'. . 
• 

"' TI1 E WAn 01' COJtOMA NDEL. Book r. 
" . of 20, a {loop of J 4 guns, a bomb ketch w ith her tender, and all 

hofj,ital-fhip. Thefe belonged to the navy of England; amI I I of 
tbe. Eaa India comp:tny's fuips were likewife employed to rfanfport 

'the mil Itary acres, and the regular troops, which amounted to 14CO 

men. This fl~et Jeft England in November, and the greatefl: part 
arrived .at the Cape of Good Hope the latter end of March, but live 
fhips 'not until the 15th of April. They were joined at the Cap'e 
by fix fhips belongl11K to 'tbe Dlltch taft India company, 011 board 
of which wcre 400 {'olaicn! The tr' ps having been landed to rc
fl'eo" were all , rein:b:lrk~a before the 26th of April, when it was 
intended ·to filil; but contl'ary winds and weather detained the fleet 
until the 8th of May, wncn the..}' left the Cape, bound to t'he iOand 
of M auritius, which ~Ir. Bofcaweu was ordered to attack ill his way 
t6 t'he coall: of Coro;nHndeJ. 

The Portuguefe jn tneir {irn navjgations to India, difcovered three 
Wands, lying to the cafiward of Madagafcar, bet\veen the J 9th and 
'loth degree of latitude. lhe moO: wefl:ern of thefe, from the name 
of the l>erfon who m(tovered it, they called Mafcarenhas; but the 
Frcilch, when,.they took poifcffio~ of it jn 1675, gave it the name of 
Bourbon, which now prevails. The eafiern Wand the Portuguefe 
ca.lled Diego R eys : which name it retains to this day; and that be
tween Bourbon and Diego R eys they called Cerne, probably from a 
fuppofition that it was the Cerne of the ancients. The Dutch, when 
they'maCle this a fiation of rcfrc{]lluent for their {hips coming from 
India, called it Mauritius: the French, .when they took poifellion of 
it the beginning of the prefeJJt' century, named ~t the Hle of France; 

.but this nppellatiml has prevailed only amongO: themfelves, the other 
Europeans ftill calling it Mauritius. 

The P ortuguefc found 011 there iOands neither men nor any four
footed animals, excepting laJld-tortoifes, but great flocks of paroquets, 
doves., and fea-fowls;- and the fea abounds with 6th of v.arious kinds, 
and with great numbers of turtle. 

The ifland of llourbon is 60 miles ill length from north to fauth , 
and 4S in breadth from eaft. to well', 1t has no port; and Ihe only 
part where boats can laud is in the road of St. Paul to the north-weRe 

·-~t bas no plalns, the whole 'being either hills of eory afcem, or /leep 
• 
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mountains feparated Ly narrow val1ies. Thefe mountains continue 
rifing one above another from the fca eoan to the middle of the iflaud i 
10 that in whatever view it is {een at a dillance, it appears one convex 
furface rifing out of the fea. The I'rencL look pofi~ffion of it in the 
year J66s,and finding the foil rich, cultivated it with great affiduity ; 
it now produces wheat, and moil: of the garden vegetables of Europe, 
as well as thofe of India, with many fruits peculiar to both climales: 
the mango, China orange, and peach, g row in great plenty and in 
great perfeEti011 . But the principal objeCt of their agriculture, ana 
what has rendered the ifland of importance in their commerce, is the 
cullivation of the coffee.ll'ee. of which they brought the plau ts from 
Beit-ul Fakih in Arabia ; and thefe have thriven fo well, that the 
ifl,md now produces 2000 tons of coffee every year. The cultivation 
Qf this tree, as well as moil: other fervices of toil, ~re performed by 
Caffre {laves brought from Africa and Madagafcar. Tbe French 
have a breed of horrd" which, tbough fmall, are efieemed for their 
hardinefs; and they bave reared beeves, goats, £heep, and hogs, in 
fufficient quantities to fupply the wants of the inhabitants, although 
not in (uch plenty as to furni ih provifion for their {hipping ; but this 
negleCt (eems to have ar ifen from the facility and cheapnefs where.. 
w ith tbere and other provifions may be procured froro the wefiern fide 
of Madagafcar, where they have fettlemcnts. Several families fron) 
Fr"ance efiablilhed themfclves here Coon after the F rench !ook potref
lion of it, and from them are defeended the prefcnt inhabitants, who 
are now multiplied to the number of -4-000, of which 1000 are men 
capable of bearint; arms: thefe have not degenerated from their al\· 
cenors, but on tbe contrary are a. race (0 remarkable for n ature and 
proportion, as well as for" health and flrength, tha t they equal, if not 
exceed in thefe qualities, the moll: athletic; of the European nations .. 
They are the only colony of European~ eltaWifhed with ill the tropics. 
which have preferved thefe advantages. 

The inconveniencies arifillg from the want of a port at Bou rboll t 

induced the French to take J>orreflion of Mauritius. This ifland ex
tends about 45 miles in length from north to fouth, and about 30 

from well to eall-. In the north-eafiero quarter is a plaiu extend· 
• 
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• 

I 

• 

• 

· 



• 

• 

Til E 'VA n OF COllO M ANDBL; Book J. 

ing about ten mi les fn;)tn eall to w.efr, and in fam e places 6ve miles 
in.laucl from the uorthern coaft. All tbe refl: of the ifland is fu ll of 
.high and ftccp moulltains, J~ing fa near to one another that the in-
t ervals between them, infiead of vallies, form only ueds of torrents; 

... ,nd thefe are c1lOaked with van fragments of {lone tom from the 
rock abofe. Tbe fummits , of there mountains are covered wi th 
fore ns of ebony and other large trees, and the ground under the 
fhade of the trees produces herbage, lhrubs., and plants of various 
forts, from the common grafs to the fl: rongeft thorn, in fuch pro~ 
fufion that t hey form a thicket Co clore1y interwoven, that a fiep 
cannot be ma.de, but wi th the hatchet in hand. Many pl antations 
have been raired with fuccefs on theCe mountains, and Come improve
m ents ~ade on the plain to the north.('ail; but the proullCl:ions, alth()' 
mofl ly of the f,arne kind, arc in leCs quant ity, and in lees perfcCl:ion 

"than at Bourbon: it produces no coffee; but. by the indufiry of M. 
D e la Bourdonnai5, (ugar, indigo. and COltOUt whicH are 110t at Bour-
1)Otl, were cultivated here with Cuccefs ; and although thefe plan-
tations have been much negle8ed fin ee his depart)Jre, they may at 
any time be recovered. They are ·at this time, endeavouring to cul ti
vate the genuine cinnamon, from plants procured at Ceylon; bu t 
thefe. 'if they do not perifh t will in all probability, from the dilference 
of (oil and climate, greatly degenerate. Iron mines have been dif-
'Covered in the mountains, near the plain to the north-ean; and, the 
mountains.fllpplying great quanti ties of fuel, forges have been ereCted ; 
but the iron produced is brittle,. and is made uno cannon-balls and 
ihells for mortars. Beeves, !heep, and goats, (lre preferved with 

'g{cat difficulty : tbe beeves generally die before they have been a. 
year in the ifland, and are therefore frequently imported from Ma
dagafcar and othe r parts. Common domefiic fowls breed in great 
plenty; which, with filh and Iurtle, furn ifh a great part of the food of 
the European inhabitants ; who have multiplied very little by marri
age, mon of them being natives ,.France. Their Caffre {laves are 
fubjctl to great ~ort.lities from the {mall-pox and other epjd.mjc~l 
-cJiJlempers. 

Mauritius has two ports, one on the fouth .. eaft coafi', and the other . . 
on tbe north-weft. The trade-w ind from the fouth-.ali blows in thefe 
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)~titUdes all the year round, excepting for a few days at the (ummer 
jQHlioc, when it is interrupted by hard gales and hurricanes from the 
north. The facility \vith which this wind enables 1hips to euter the 
fouth~eafi: port) induced the French, when they fi rO: took potrellion of 
tbe ifland, to give the preference to thjs har!Jour; but on finding that 
the fame wind often rendered the palfage out fo difficult that a lhipwas 
fometimes obliged to wait a fortnigh t before ihe could put to fea, they 
left it, and have ever finee made ufc of the other harbou r. T bis lies 
nearly in the middle of the north fide of the ifiand; and its entrance is 
through a channel formed by two {hoals, which advance about a mile 
in to tbe {ea. ~'hen a ihip arrives oppofite to this channel, the fouth~ 
eafi: wind hinders her from entering the pon under fail; and lhe mufi 
either warp ih with cables, or be towed jn by boats: the nece(Iity of 
this operation, joined to the narrowne(s of the channel, which does 
not afford paffage for two {hips a-breafi, is one of.. rhe"greatefr difficul
ties1111 enemy would meet with in attacking the, harbeur ; for although 
there are two fons, and as many batteri~, which command the Ghan
i'lei, yet thefe might eaffly be rcduced, if £h ips of force could approach 
lhem under fai l. This port is ca}lable of containing 1 00 fail, and is 
provided with all th e necclfaries for repairing and eveu for bu ilding 
of {hips. The entrance of the fouth- eaft port is defended by batteries ; 

'<lnd an army landed here would meet with great difficult ies- in paRing. 
'over the mountains to the other parts of the i{]alld~ There are 1e
veral p1aces, between the north-eafl extremity and tbeJ'lo rt!1i port,. 
where boats may land; but thefe acceffcs are defcnded uy batt~ries" 
and the country betJ.jnd them is a continued thicket:. the rell of the 
coafl: is inacceffibl e ; and the French, rel y.icg on the 'difficulcies of . . . 
appro~chillg the {hore, had made no fortifications in any part of the 
inand to obfuuCt the progrefs of an enemy when l allded~ 

The greatefi: extent of Diego Reys is:£7 mile,s: it is full of rocks, 
'which harbour great numhers onand-tortoi(es of a ·very large fize, 
which -are el1:eemed excellent food: bere the French keep~ det::l ch
ment of men, who are employed in catching·thefe animals for the. 
inhabitants of Mauritius; and this is the principal \\Te they make 
of Diego Reys. • 

• 
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The fourb-c3t1 trade-wind ouUg~s all fl1ips bound to tbefe;fla,nds 
to approach tbem from the caft:. The paIr age from Diego R ~)"S to 
l\J.wl'itiu :; is performed in two days , alld from Mauritius to Bour
boll in one;· Lut it requires ncar n month to go from Bourboll either 
t o i\1auririus or D iego Reys : from -4pril to OCtoucr the voyag~ from 
lVlauritius to the COlfl:: of CorotUandel is cafily performed in a month. 
Thefe inands bei;'lg out of tbe track of commOIl intelligence, a large 
armament, (ent in detail from F:rance, may rendezvous in the por t 
of ~lauritiu s, and from thence arrive in India before any intelligence 
is received there either of its fircngth or dcfl:ination: hence it is evi
dent, that, if we have any regard to our fettlements in India, the re. 
duCtion of ~h is place aligh t to be olle of th.c fira objeCts of our atten ~ 
tioll in the beginnhlg of ;1 war with Frans:e. The poffeffion of 
!vIauritius would probably be followed by the voluntary (uumiffion of 
J3011rho)l, or would certa lllly reuder it of no u(e to the French for the 
purpo(es of war~ • 

The llect was thirty_ nve days in its paffage from the Cape of C oOtl 
H ope to 1Vlallritius, aDd carne in figh t of the eafiern coafr on the 13d 
of June at day~break. Three of the Dutch £h ips were miffing, having 
fepurated from the reft in bad weather. As Coon as the !hips came 
to the uorth~ea!l: point of the ifland, tbey proceeded along the north
ern .coaft in a line of battle a~head, the men of war leading, and 
the company's fhips following them; and before night they had ad
vanced wi~hill two leagues of the port, ancl came to anchor in a 
kind of bay lying between the mouths of two {mali rivers. They 
had hitherto difcovered 011ly two places along the tho re where the 
{moothnefs of the water fecmed to indicate a poffibi lity of making a 
~efcent, and each was defended bY:1 fafcine battery of fix gu ns, which 
fired on the Uti]>s as they paffed; aU the reft of the !hare was de
fended by rocks and breakers.. 

The next moruing the I'fench began to lire upon the (quadron 
from two other fafcine batteries raired at the entrance of the two rivers 
between which it was at anchor., and the fire was returned from one 
.of the SP gun fh ips, but with very little execution on either fide. 

Mr. Bofcawen now ordered the 0001' to reconnoitre the coa ll: quite 
up to the port r and fhe reported, on her retunt, that the had beel'l fired 

upon 
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upon by eight different batteries planted along the {hore, "as well as 
from the forts at the entrance of the harbour, where a large {hip of 
,two tiers lay at anchor, with her broadfide acrofs it; and that there 
were twelve other !hips at ancnor-,vithjlJ the harbour, four of which 
were of forcc, and equipped for tervice~ ·As foon a,s it was dark the 
'barges of the fIx line of battle !hips were fent to found, and on their 
return reported that a reef of rocks ra'o all along about 20 ·yards 
from the !hore, which rendered it impoffible for boats to land, except 
at the en'trance of the rivers bver-again(\: which the flee t was at 
anchor, or at the harbour itfclf ; here they had difcovered, that the 
chaunel leading into it was not more than 100 fathem wide, and 
that this entrance would be fu bjeCl: to the greaten difficulties by the 
oppofition of the fouth-eaft wind. Upon receiving this in telligence, 
the ~dmira:l called a couocil of war, compofed of the·principalland 
and fea officers, and. it was refolved, that, as they were igllomnt of 
the lhength of the enemy, three armed boats lhould be fent to en
deavour to land in the night, and take by furprize a man from the 
thore, from whom intelligence might probably be obtained: this wa~ 
attempted, hut in vain. The next morning, the 25th of j 'une, the 
council of \Var affembled again, and were of opinion, that although 
thei r force was fufficient to reduce the ifland, yet the attack, and the 
maimenance of it when t\lken, would not only retard, but might proba
bly difable the armament from ymdertaking the liege of Pondicherry. 
wh.ich Mr. B-ofta,ven was infrrueled to confider as the prinfipal ob
j ect of his deftination: jt was therefore refoIved to proceed to the .. 
coaft of Coromandel ,vithmlt delay, that the fquadron might arr;ive 
there in time 'to 'aCt beFoce the change of the monfoon in OClober. # 

The i/land would ceTtainly have been reduced, if tbe cooqueil of 
it had been. the principa1 object -of the annament ; for the whole of 
the'Frellch force confilled boll' of 500 regular troop" 200 European 
inhabitants difciplined as militia, I SOO Caffre naves on whore fervicc 
and attachment the French had little reliance, and Iooo/allors be
longing to the th.ips. If the wind, as it generally does, blew at,.. 
ways againft the entrance of the northern harbour, it wou1,1 indeed 
be impraEticable to reduce it with fhip! worlting againft.a contf3ry 
wind it> a harrolv channel, and e-xpofed without -refill.nce to tho 
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J 748. fire of the enemy's {hips and batteries. But it has been difcovered. 
~ that the foutb-eall: wind generally blows with Jeall firength about 

{ull-rife; and it alfo happens, Oll four or nve days at intervals in the 
courCe of a month, that earh in themorwng th~ wind ceafes ' in the 
northern part of the iOaud for an hOllr or two, when a breeze rifes, 
although faintly, from the uorth-wen: during which a ihip fin. .. 
tioued at the entrance of the channel, to avail herfelf of this breeze" 
may enter the harbour and ply her call nOll \lnder trul. 

The Reet Jeft the ifland the 27th ~f June, when the Dutch iliips, 
now joined l>yone of their comrades which had paned company' 
during the paffage, quitted the E ngliih, and failed away for SaLavia; .. 
and "Mr. Bofcaweu n eered for the 'coan of Coroma.n,del , by the 
nearefl: pan:,gc, between the iOanns :1nd 1'hoals that lie to the ;Iorth 
of Mauritius ; he arrived on the 29th of J uly at Fort St . David, 
where he found the fquadron under Admiral Griffin, who religned 
the command to him, and a few days after p'rOceeded with a fi~ty
gun {hip and two frigates to Trincollomaly, from wh.ence in the 
month of January he fet fail with them to England. 

The junction of the two fquadrons formed the greate11: marine force 
belonging to anyone European nation that had ever been. (een to
gether in the Eafi Indies; for it cOllfilted of more than 39 {hips, none 
of which were of lefs than Sao tons burden, and.13 -of th~m men of 
war of the ~ine. Every perf on attached tq tne Euglifh caufe, who be
.held thi'3 formidable force, wa~ ~lated with joy from expectation of 
its fuccefs ; and no one doubted that the laCs of Madrafs, w.au ld be £e-

" " enged by the capture of POlHlicherry. Preparations had been mad~ 
• at Fort St. David to enable Mr. Bofcawen to proceed to a8ion with-

out delay; and on the 8th of Auguft the army began to march. 
Twelve independent comp.anies of 100 men each, 800 marines be.-

, longing to. the /hips, with 80 artillery-men, eompofed the. regular -
troops in the king's fervice: the company's troops oonfiiled of a bat-:
talion of 7 so men, of which 300 were Topaffes, together with 70 
artil1ery.mcn~ the Dutch at Negapatam Cent a.reinforcemelltof IlQ 

Europeans: and there were on board the thips,. ready to be landed, 
1000 {eamen, who had been taught the manual exercife at fea: il\ 
all 37~O Europeans, and 300 Topalfes, to which were joined about 

• aooo~ 
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.1000 Sepoys, paid by the company, who as yet were fc.rcely better 
d ifcipliued than common Peons. The Nabob AnllVar-odean, frill 
chaoCTlng fides, as he found the French or E nglilh aff'airs ga ining the o _ 

advantage, promifed to {end a body of 2 000 hode, but only 300 came, 
and they towards the cud of the liege. The heavy cannon and the 
cumbrous {lores were laden on board the fhips, which proceeded before 
tbe army, and anchored two m iles to the fouth of Pondicherry. 

The company's agents at· Fort St. David bad &'lined vt:.ry little in
telligence neceffary to direa Mr. Bofcawen in his operations ; for 
when the army approaching ncar the bounds of P Olldicherry, came in 
light of the fort.of Ariancopang, there was no perC on who could give a 
defcriptioll of the place: however, it was determined that it lhould be 
taken before the army proceeded any farther. Au engineer of the 
company's troops was ordered to reconnoitre it, but w~s afraid to go 
noar enough to mal--e certain obfervations: he however reported tflat 
the fort itfel f was of little llrength, but that it \V as covered by an eu-' 
t renchmcnt. A deferter likewife repor ted that 'it was garrifoned only 
by roo Sepoys: on which M r. Bofcawen determined to ftorm the 
place. A ccordingly a detachment of 700 mell marched at day~break 
againll the eaft fide of the fort to attack what they (uppo(ed the en
trenchment, which on a nearer approach they di fcovered to be a heap 
of ruins; they likewife perceived that the fort itfe l£ was a triangle 
Tegularly fortified with t!:tree cavaliers, a deep dry ditch full of pit
talis, and a covered way. Thefe works were fufficieu t to protea 
the pl<\ce from a fudden onfet, even had it beell on ly garrj(oned as the 
deferter had reportecJ.; infiead of which it was defended by roo Eu .. 
ropeans and 300 Sepays, under the command of Captain Law, an 
active officer. The E nglifil troops were immediately affailed from · 
the walls with mufketry and grape-iliat ; and ' although they had 
brought no fealing-ladders, the fear of lhame kepc t'bem ill rel\ch of 
the enemy's fi re, until 150 were either~iIled or wounded. :l\1ajor 
Goodere, the moll experienced officer· of the king'; troops, was 
mortally wounded in this attack. 

This blundering difaller greatly atfeCl:ed the fpirits of the mel!. 
However, it was determined to perfift in reducing Ariancopang, unci 
'he difciplioed failors, with eight pieces of battering Cannon, were. 
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l3.nd'ed from th~iP" The Frenc11, knowing the advantage of gaiJl. 
jJlg time at th is fc.'lfon of the year, prudently determined to defend. 
the fort as long as poffible. On the oppofite fide of the river which 

• Tuns to the north, and clofe by the fort of Ariancopang, they ere8edl 
3 batlery of heavy cJ.nnon to oblhuCl and enfilade the appruaches to 
the fort. The Englilh engineors erected a battery in tbe plain Oil 

the {outh fide of the river, to appofc and filcnee th<1.t ortbe enemy;. 
but fuch was their neglcCl. in reconnoitring, or their waut of {kill in 
their art. that when at day.break they opened the battery, moil: of 
the guns were found to be interceptetl from the fight of the enemy's 
by a thick wood. The artillery ,officers now offered their fervice to' 
creer -another,. which they compleated with fufficicllt {kill before the 
next morning: and for greater fecurity, threw up before it all en
trenchment, iJl which a large detachmeut, cOllfifilng of {oldiers and 
{aiIars, was polled. At day~lJreak the battery began to play 00 that 
fo)f the enemy, and the fire was continued for fome' time on both fides, 
with little ex~cution done on either. Befid~s the troops within the 
fort, a body of 60 European cavalry encamped without the walls. 
This cavalry, fupported by infadtry, advanced to the entrenchment 
where the failors were pofted, who Chuck with confiernation at their 
appearance, took flight, and communicated their panic to the regular 
troops. The French cavalry purfued them to the battery, by the fire 
()f which they were, hOJvever, foon repulfed. Major Lawrence com
manded this day in the entrenchment, and rather than participato of 
the ignominy of taking 'flight with the troops, remained there with 
two or three officers: he was dif.'\rmed, and obliged to furrender him~ 

/e\f prifoner to a French trooper, who knowing. it is probable, the 
value of his prize, iPlmediately hurried him away by the fide of his 
ilorfe to Ari.ncopang. 

The fame day a large qua.ntity of gunpowder taking fire in the ene~· 
my's battery", blew it up, an~ n.ear 1 00 men were either killed or dii
&bled by the explofion. Tlus difafl:er lhuck (uch a terror .amongil: 
thofe who remained in the fort, that fame hours after they fet fire to 
the chambers with which they had undermined the fortifications, and 

'blew up the gre.teft part of the walls and cavaliers, and then marched 
away with great precipitation to PondicherC)': as foon as the EDg-
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lilh raw the explofioll, they marched up and took poffeflion of the 
ruins. Thus fortunately delivered,- the anny did not immediately 
proceed to .Pondicherry, but remained live days.looger at ArjaJlco~ 
pang, employed in repairing the fort, in wh.ich it was determined to 
leave a garriion j for it was app·rehended, that during the liege a de· 
tachrnent of the enemy's troops might again take pofreffion of it, aucL 
from hence be ~tiabled to intercept convoys, or harrafs the army. 

The town of Poudicherry was fituated about 70 yards from tbe 
fea-fllore·; its extent within the walls was a little more than a mile 
from n'orth to fouth, and about I 100 yards (!'Om eaft to weft:: it 
was fortified Oil the three fides to the land with a w~l and rampart,. 
flanked by eleven baftiolls; and two half-baftions were at the north 
and [outh e~tremities nearefi the fea: thefe works were furrounded 
by a ditch, aod au imperfcCl glacis. The eaftern }ide was defended 
by fevera) low batteries, capable of mounting tOO p.ieces of cannOLl" 

which cornman~d the road; and within the town was built a cita~ 
del, too {mall to make a lon.g defence. The greaten part of the 
ground lyjng round the town was inclofed, at the difiance of a- mile 
from the walls, by a hedge of large aloes and other thorny plants pc ... 
culiar to ,the country, intermixed with great numbers of COCO-Ilut 
and palm-trees, which altogether ,formed a defence impenetrable to 

cavalry, and of very difficult paCfage to infantry:. this inclofure began 
at the nor~h, clofe by the fea-thore, and continued live miles and a' 
half, d.efcribing a large fegment of a feroi-circle, ull~il it joined the 
r.iver of Ariancopang to the fouth, at about a mile and a half from 
the fea-lhore, and.in this part the courfe of the river fen'cd to com
pleat the line- of defence. There were five roads leading from the 
town. into the adjacent country, and at each of the openings in the 
hedge was 'built a redoubt mounted wid', cannOll. It is probable that 
the hedge, at the fame time that it was iotended to be a defence 
againfi {udden incurfions, marked the limits of the territory conceded 
by the prince of the countr), to the French, when they firll ellabElhed 
themfelves at Pondicherry; and bence obtained the name of the 
Bound-hedge. 

On the 26th of Augufi the army marched from Ariancopang, and 
look po1Teffion of the vilJage of Oulgary, lyiilg about Fwo,miles from 

the 
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-the foutb-well: part of the to"ru, From hence a detachment was fent 
the tlme day to attack 'the north-weft redoubt of the bound-hedge; 
which the enemy abandoned without rcfifiance, Ilotwit~fiallding it 
was capable. of making a defence that would have con the Englilh. 
mallY lives, had they been obliged to fio rrn it. The: garrifons ill all 
Ithe other redoubts were Coon after withdrawn. 

By the advice of the engineers, it was determined to attack the town 
.on the north-well: fide; and, to facilitate the communication between 
the Beet and the camp, the £hips were fiatiolled to the N orth of the 

..town. ') 
O n the 30th of A ugufiat night the army opened ground, at the dif

.tance of £500 yards from the walls : by this the engineers fhewed 
Jthemfc1vcs little {killed in their ari; for it is the general practice in 
(leges, to make rhe Jjr{t parallel within 800 yards of the coveled way. 
In rbe morning' a detachment of 150 men, from rue trench firll: 
thrown uIl, were ordqred to lodge thern fe]ves about 'l OO yards nearer 
.the tOWIl, and being fllpptied with working .tools, foon covered them. 
{elves from the fire of the enemy's cannon. About noon 500 Euro
peans and ,700 Sepays fallied from the town tlUder the command of 
Paradis., and attacked both trenches at the fame, time : they were re· 
,pulfed a t I.>oth, and loft 100 men, and {even officers ; amongCt tbe latter 
.their commander }>araws. Enfign Clive difl:inguifhed himfelf wjth 

-much gaJlantry in the defence of the advanced trench; of which we 
.do not repc;tt thc.defcription publifhed in our fjrft edition of this work, 
beeaufe w; are informed, ,that that .d.efcrjptioll is very erroneous. 

The approacbes were continued, but carr.ied 01.1 very nowly, from 
.a want of experience in fuch operations. Two batteries of three 
g\'tns were rai(ed within .1100 yards of the town, to check any future 
Ja.Il ies. When tbe fumy firll: opened ground, the bomb-ketch was 
,ordered to 1)0mbard the citadel night antI day: but in a very few days 
the enemy began to bo.;nbard her, and got her difianee (0 exaCtlYt that 
One of their !hells frayed the boat ailei'll, and another threw the 
water in upon her decks;' after which !he kept O\lt of the reach of 
the enemy's mortars in the day-time, and only bombarded jn the 
:night. Parties fallied at feveral times, and' attacked the detachments 
.which cfcortechhe fiore, and cannon from the /hips to the camp; 

• and 

• 
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and onc day a detachment ercorting two pieces of battering cannoo I' .... 
was defeated, and the cannon taken. Some troops wete Cent jmme- '- ..... 
diately to recover them; but could not come up before the enem, 
lad conveyed them under lhelter of the ramparts., 

After much hard labour the trenches were advanced w.ithin 800 " 
yards of the wal1s~ when it was found irnpotTible to carry them all anr ; 
n earer ; foc a large morafs extended itfelf before this part of the town" 
and the French had preferved a back wate r, with which they over-
flowed not only the mora(s, but likewife aU the ground lying between 
the trellches and the foot of the glacis. During the aproaches, and the 
confiruCtion of the bat teries on the edge of the momfs, the enemy kept I' 

up a confiant fire-on the working parties, by which many were killed_ 
Two batt6- ies were finilhed and began to fire. on the 26th of Sep

tember, one of eight, the other of.four pieces of c3fJ,non, of 18, and.. 
24 pounders: a bomb-bauery of five large mortars and fifteeo royals, 
and another of flftecn coborns were likcwife ereered. The French. 
HOW opened fcveral embrafures in the curtain, and began. lik.ewife to> 

fire from two or three batteries on the creIl:: of th e. glacis, infomuch 
that the fire of the befieged was double that of the bcuegs:rs... Mr. 
Bofcawen,. willing to employ alllbe means of annoyance in i.lis power p 

ordered the Chips to batter the town; and before the next morning. 
all the Chips of two tie.rs bad warped withiu the difiance of 1000 

yards of the walls, the Omllownefs of wit¢[ not permitting them to:. 

approach nearer : the cannonading was inceifa.Ilt,. and ..terrible in. ,-
~ appearance, but of no real. elFeCt ; for the diftance of the ihips, and.. .. 

the motion of the"Cea, hindered the that from. {hiking fucceffive1y 
the (arne object The French. at firft \\\ithdrew a great number ~t 
thcir artillery-men from tbe land fide, and cmployed tI~cm in firing 
again{\: the !hips from the batteries which cOluroauded the road; but 
perceiving the little damage that the tqwu fulbinecl froro the nre. of' 
the fhips, they Oackened their defence on. that fide" aml renewe.d it;. 
to the land fide with as much vigour as before... 

The c:tllL1onading from the 111ips continued until night, when, Mr .... 
BoCcawen, find.ing that th&J had eXJ?CJldcd ,a vall:. quantity. of ammtl 

nition to no purpofe'lordered them tQ move in the night out of the.. 
rCiolCh of caunon.nlOt; but the wind fetting ill from the. fc:a 1?revented~ 

th<m. 
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tb'etrl. (;om executing this i ntention: remaining therefore in the [arne 
fiations, tbey begall early ill the morning to canllonade the towu 
again, from whence they were fired upon with more vivacity than 
the day befOre ; but at noon the wind changing, the [hips'movelf 
farther from the thore, and the firing ceafed on both fide~. qllJy 
two perrolls were killed on board the fleet, the one a common failor: 
t1le othercaptain Adams, commander of the Harwich, a SO gun fhip. 
T he French gave out that the fire from the !hips had, in the two 
clays., done no other execution thall that of'killing a poor old MaJa-
bar woman in the !l:reet. . 

The fire 'from the batteries continued three days longer, during 
whioh tha~ from the [own increafed, and difinounted nine pieces of 
,cannon.. Very little impreffion had been made on the defences, 
fickn.eCs prevaiJee in the camp, the weather likewife had changed, and 
the rainy monfoon was begun three weeks earlier th.an it ufually fets 
in: a council of war was therefore fummoned on the 30th of Sep
tember, who, apprehenfive that the rains, which at, or foon after, their 
nrl'1: fetting in generJ.l.ly overflow the whole country, might render the 
removal of the cannon and heavy ftores impraClicable, and fearing 
!ikewife that the /h ips might be driven off the coaft by hard gales of 
wind, l1uanimoufly determined to raife the liege without delay. 

Five days were employed in fhipping the cannon and heavy 1lores, 
deil:royillg the batteries, and l'eimbarking the failors; and on the 6th 
of Otlober the -troop' began to march to Fort S •. David; but halted, 
at Ariancopang, and blew up the rfort: the 'rains had already ren~ 
,llered the roads ve'ry difficult to be paffed. On a review of the army, 
it.was found, that during the fiege there had perifhed ill acHon and 
by "cknel' 757 foldiers, +3 artillery-men, and .65 feamen; in all 
1065 EuropeanS! very few of the Sepoy. were killed, for they had 
been only employed to guard Ihe /kirts of the camp, alld had ,al'Way' 
ran away on the approach of danger. The French garrifon coo
Med of 1800 Europeans, and 3000 Sepoys, of which they. loll '00' 

Europeans, and about 50 Sepoy •• 
Several caufes concurred to froftrate this attempt againfi Pondicher_ 

ry; of which t'l)e late arrival of the armament on the coall, and the 
early fi:tting in:of the raiDs, were the principal, There was no abfolute 
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neceffity to reduce the fQft of Ariahcop8ng~ for, 11 parly of lOa mon 
ftationed ncar it would have always kept in awe the garrifoil, whicK 
confined onliof 100; now the reduction of this little fort, 1J!e6des 
caufing the laCs of J $9 men, together with two of the moO: ex
llCricnced officers, and thereby difcouragiug the reil, ftopt the progrefs 
of the whole RrlllY eighteen days . . When arrived before the town, 
Mr. Bofcawen, unexperienced in military opera~jolls by lat;d, relied, 
in obedien9c to his in1lructions, on the opiuion of the enginetrs,' who 
made a great blunder in carrying on the attacks againfl: that part of 
the town, to which an infuperable moraCs prevented them from ap
proaching nearer than 800 yards: and even had thete been uo mbrafs, 
th,o fituarion of the oamp to the welhvard would have bec'n inJ?4id. 
ouOy chofen, /{ince it ftlbjeC1ed the tranfporting of the cannon and 
heavy flares to a difficult parr age of two or three miles, whicheqlployed 
the labour of llu.mbers of failors, and demanded frequent detachmentS' 
of foldiers to efccrft and defend them from the fallies of the- enemy. 
and the faldiers and failors thus employed were taken off from the 
operations of the fiege, which required nothing lefs than the fervice 
of every Europe<l;n in the camp. The north-fide was the part againfl: 
which the attack ought to have been direC1ed_; for the ground in 
front of this fide was found, and would' have p~rmitted the approaches 
to have been carried au to the foot of -the glacis, without meeting 

4 with any natural impediments; and the camp extending behind the 
lines to the northward, would have effectually proteCted rhe caunoll 
and fiores, when landed, from the danger of f.111ies ; and at tho fame 
time have faved th~ labour and incollveniencies of tranfportiog them 

. from a long difiance ; for they might have been landed at the cam;> 
itfelf. Very fe{v examples-of gallant fervice were exhibited during 
tbe Ciege~ The e llgine~rs were utterly unqualified for the enterprize. 
but the artillery.men and officers knew their bu(inefs, and always 
behaved wilh refoilitioll; and Mr. Bofcawen himfclf on all occafions" 
C'xerted the f:lme activity and courage which c1illinguilhetl his cha-

" raCter as a naval officer; but thefe qualities did not cOlnpenHae hi , 
,"'tltlt of knowledge ill the art of war on th~re. This knowledgc i'l 
not incompatible with {kill in the marine icrvice; and it i9 luLieh to 
be bmel'ted, that both together have not of late ytprs been cuJti .. 
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48. vsted by the fame o!ficer; for there are very few illfiances, of late 
years, of' a liege carried on by the Englifh with Ids Ikill than this of 
Pondjcherry. ' 

• • 

The French fang Te Deums, as foon as the liege was raifed, and 
gave as many demonftrations of joy, as if. they bad been relieved 
from the greatell: calamities of war. Mr. Dupleix (ent letters to all 
the princes of Coromandel, and even to the Great Mogul himfelf, 
acquainting tbem, that he had repulfed the maft formidable attack 
which had ever been made in lndia; ·and he received from them the 
higbeft compliments all his own prowefs, and on the military eha. 
raCt:cr of his nation: .This indeed was now regarded throughout 
ludollan as greatly fuperior to that of the Englifh • 

• 
• 
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T HE (quadron t (oon after the railing of the liege of Pondicherry, 
left the eoafi to avoid the fiarmy monfoon: five {hips went to 

Achin, and the refl: to Trinconomalee; but Mr. Bofcawcn himfelf 
remained with the land-forces at Fort St. David. In November 
news arrived, that a ceffation of arms between Great Britain and 
France had been proclaimed in the preceding April: but Mr. Bof
cawen was, notwithftanding, infiruCled to remain in.,lndia until he 
ihould receive intelligence that the general peace was concluded. In 
the beginning of january 1749, the (quadran returned to Fort St. 
David, and about the fame time M.r. Bouvet, with the fame (quadran 
which had eluded Mr. Griffin, came again from Mauritiu~ to l\1adrafs, 
where he landed a large fum of money, together with 200 foldiers. 

The {word was fheathed, and it depended on the agents of tbe two 
companies to re~acrume in tranquillity their mercantile occupations: 
but the war had brought to Pondicherry and Fort St. David'a number 
of troops greatly {uperior to any which either of the two nations had 
hitherto alfembled in lndia ; and as if it were irnpoffibJc that a mili
tary force, which feels itfelf capable of enterprizes, lhould refrain 
from attempting thOOl, the two fettlements, ,no longer authorized to 
6ght againll: each other, took the reColution of employing their a;ms. 
in the cunteils of the princes of the country: the Englilh witli great 
illdifcretion, the French with the urmoll: ambition. . 

An UtlfortllDate~prillce, who about Ceven years before had been. 
• 

dethroned at Tanjore, came to Fort. St. David, and implored the 
affifiance of the Englilh to reinfiate him, affertffig with great con
fidence tbat be Ihould no fooner appear in the kingdom, fupported 
~yen by ft moderate force, than his ftaudar:d would be joined by num .. 
ber" and his title acknowledged by thoufabd.. The fucceffioll of the 

P • '. ' " prmce. 

• 
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e.'!!:, princes of his family llad been (0 complicated, that it was difficult to 
afcertain to whom the crown rightfully bel!Jnged. 

III the year f 680, the king of Tanjore, attacked and well -n igh" 
overpowered.by the king of TritcbinopolYt caJlcd the Morattoes to 
his aflil1:ance~ The famous Sevagec, who at that time reigned oyer 
all the Morattoe nations, rent his brother with a trrong army, which 
{oon left" the king of Tanjore nothing to fear from his enemy, but 
eyery ~hjng from thefe free boaters; for they made out [0 large an 
accO\.]llt of expellees, that all the riches Ul the kingdom would have 
been u,fufficient to difcbarge what they demanded: uDder pretenct 
therefore of oolleEring this mouey, they took polfeffion of the govern
ment, i1llc1lhortly after the brother of Se\'agl!e pcclared himfelf king 
of Tanjore. HI! reigned fix yct.\rs, and left three fon~. The eJdeft,.. 
Sevngee, was f\!cceecled by ~he next brother, Serbogoe, and he by the 
third, Tuccogee. Each of the three brothers left chi ld ren; and after 
three irregular fucceffions which took; place amdhgll: thofe couun
germans in lefs than fev~n yeats, Saujohee, who. now appeared at 
Feet St. David, V;'"3,S depofed, and rus b~othe.r Pratop-fing, born of one 
of the inferior wives of theil;' father Serbogee, was placed on the 
throJ.le, by the general concurrence of the principal men in the king
dom, which hadfuff"ered much from the weak adminiftration of Sau
johee. The Englith had certainly uo J'ight to interf~re in his caufe. 
But the offers he m~e of conceffions to the company in the king
dom of 'J:aJljore, the avourab1e account given of him by the inter
preters who introdllc d him to the prefidency, and tht; belief too 
haftily entertained of a falfe narration of his misfortune, induced the 
~uglilh to think they ihould acquire as much honour as advantage 
lly their efforts to reinftate him in the throne. [t was rupulOlted that 
Saujohee thould give the company the f~rt and tenoitory of Devi .. 
Cotan, and pay aU the cxpe~lces of the war, if it proved fuccefsful. 

The kingdom of Tanjore extends about 70 miles from north to 
fouth, &nd about 60 from eall to well. The river Coleroon bounds it 
Ie * north; the fea..co&1l, ruiloing nearly north and (outh, to the 
aA: to the fouth it ia bounded partly by tbe fe.·coalt eXlending 

. .a ucI....ft, and parlly by tb" country of Moraw.r : to lbe weft 

" " it 
• 
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it is limited by the kingdom of Tritchillopoly alld the coulltry of Too· 1 

diman: the capital, hearing the fame name as the kingdom, lieth ........ ..; 
about 30 miles caft of l'richinopoly. 

The force· app.ointc·d for the coaqucll: of Tanjore contifled of 430 
Europea~'l, and 1000 Sepoys, with four field pieces anJ four [malJ 
mortars: the battering cannon and provitioll for the troops werc !Cnt 
in four {hips, two of which were of the line. The army, accom
panied by Saujohee, left Fort St David in the latter end of March, and 
on the 13th of April encamped Oll the bank of the river Val~aru,.. 
which difembogues itfelf at Portanovo. In the evening. the northern 
monfoon changed, and the fouthern commenced with a 1111rricaner 
which Iafted with fuch violence until four o'clock the next morning, 
that the tents df the Elrglith camp were blown into rags, many of 
the draught bullocks and bor(es ~vere killed, and all the military 
{tores were fo much damaged, that the army W:lS o15liged to march 
to Portonovo in order to repair the detriments it had (ufiained. Here 
they were informed that the ll::orm had committed much greater ra-
vages at fea: two of the company's !hips were ll::randed betweell 
Cuddalore ,IUd Fort St. David: the Apollo hofj)ital -fh,p was loll, 
with all her crew: the Pembroke, a 60 gun fhip, which failed on tbt: 
expedition, was wrecked, and only fix of the crew raved: and the 
Namu.r of 74 guns, in which Admiral Bo(cawen hoi fled hi flag, and 
which was the lineft ~ip of her iize belonging to the navy of .England" 
periflled, with 750 men. Fortunately moll:: of tbe other (hips were. 
either at Trinconomalee, or in parts of the coaCt: to which the grcatefl: 
violence of the hu tricane did not extend. 

The army having repaired its damages, left Portonovo, and maxh
ing by the great pagoda of Chilambaram, arrived at the bank of ttte 
;lorthenf arm of the Cole roan. Here Captain Cope, who commanded, 
encamped and intrenched, re(o]ying to learn the fiate of affairs on 
the oppofite thore before he proceeded afly farther. The intelligence 
he received was very different fmm what he expeCted: no per(ons of 
any rank offered to declare for S!,ujohee, and not a fingle fquadron 
appeared ready to join him : on the contrary, a great number of troops 
belonging to 'the king of Tanjore were feen moving up and down 

.. the 
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• the oppoute bank, and fecmed determined to difpute the, paIr age of 
the river. Thus difappoi nted, and ignorant of the enemy's ftrength 
as well as of the nature of the coulltry, Captain Cope dt.d not think 
his force lufficient to prOfCClJte the euterprize, and waited untiUl(: was 
reinforced from Fort St. David with ro.o Europeans and 5 00 Sepoys : 
lIe then cro(fcd the river, which, although a mile. broad, was fordable, 
and, contra ry to his expectation, the army met with little ·refifiance 
from the eneroy whiHl: they were paffing it; but difficult ies illcreafed 
as they advance4: the road itl '.,vhich they attempted to march led 
thr?l1gh a thick wood, and the enemy from behind the bullies began. 
to annoy th~m with arrows, and tbe fire of their m atchlocks; whilft 
la.rge bodies of hor[~ and foot appeared in the circumjacent plains, 
moving in the rear aue! on the flanks. This being the lirit cxpe.c!ition 
)11 which the Engliili troops were engaged againfi: the forces of an 
lndian prince, the {oJdiers were firu ck with no {mall degree pi fear, 
QIl comparing the fuperior numbers of the ellerny w~th their ow~; but 
t.be artillery-men preferved their refolution, and fired with fo much 
fpirit and aim, that they kept the enemy at a difrance, and reO:ored the 
courage of their own troops, who being ordered to march back, gained 
the bank pf the river without confufioo. H ere the army drew up, 
the field· pieces fecuriug the Ranks, and the rive r the rear. A council 
of war was held to deliberate whet.her they lhould proceed, or wait 
for more favourable advices than thofe hitherto received out of 
the Tanjor:e country ; but whilft the council were fitting, a meifen .. 
ger arrivdt' with pofitiv;e orders from M r. Bofcawen to cOlltinuQ 
the march, and attack the Fort of Devi·Cotah at all eveuts. In the 
interval fomyof the fo19iers had difcovered a road leading along the 
hank of the river towards the fea-eoafr; arid the army be~n to 
march this way, although very little of it had been reconnoitred: it 
1ed through a much more optn country than the other, and the river 
defended the troops from boOng furrounded. This lucky difcovery 
Caved them from defi ruCliol1; for it was afterwards found, that by 
perfifiing in the firO: road, they would, from the nature of the CQU.ll" . 

U)'I have been involved in inextricable difficulties, ihro which the 
Tlojotioes haA! hoped to intice them, bYl1lalcing 110 rofilhlnce ~t the 

pa/l'ase 
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palTage of the river. They fiill cOl1tin\lc:d to move withjn r:l.Ilpom 
filat of the' Ellglilh j their fquacfrons fometimes threatening to at~ 
tack, but always retiring as Coon as the field-pieces began to fire. 
After a march of ten miles the troops halted, late in the evtning, a 
mile to the eall-ward of Devi-Cotah : where they neither Caw,. nor 
received intelligence of the £hips; for not a man of the country 
ventured near the army; and the lowneCs of the ground, together 
with the thick woods that covered it, prevented the {hips from being 
difcovercd, although they were at anchor near the mouth of the rivet, 
within four miles of the camp. 

The army, relying on the {hips, had brought no morc nrovifion 
than were necelfary for the con(umptioll of three days, and were de· 
terred, by the numbers of the enemy, from fending detachments to 
procure any; at the fame time they were without battering caimou. 
Under thefe inco.l1veniencies there appeared no means of reducing 
the fort, excepting' by a {udden aCI:'lult, and the walls were too high 
to be eafily cfcaladed. SOll}e propofed to advance the field.pieces in 
the night, and batter down the gates ; which indeed was the only 
pratl.icalJle method of attack i but being deemed too detperatc t it was 
determined to endeavour to terrify the enemy by bombarding the 
place with cohorns. Shells were thrown until the morning, 'when 
the 6re ceafed until the next night: and before the next mornil~g aft 
Ute {bells were expended, without having done any damage to the 
fort, qr made any imprelIioll on the min?s of the garrifom It wa." 
therefore refolved to retreat without delay .. 

The army return<)l by the fame road it came. During the 6dl 
mile the country was covered with woods, from which the \enemy" 
galled the flank of the line, not only with mufquetry, but alfo witb 
fome pieces of heavy artillery, which they hOad brought into the thickets;. 
and fame platoons of Euroj>eans were ~etached to diClodge them •. 
The thickets extended to the bank of a rivulet wnich the t'roops 
had crolfed ill the march to Dc.vi~Cotah, during the retreat of the 
.. ide; th~ rivulet was at that time fordable, and no one had exam in· 
<d it fuHIcicntly to form an ide. of the depth of the chanoel, which 
was DOW 6\1od with water by the riling of the tide" and the Jlream 

.4 \ ran. 
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.1749' ran very ff1pidl),. The Coolies, who carried .the lefs bulky parts of 
• .........- the baggage, marched before the troops, and as foon as they came to 

the bank of the rivulet, were fired upon with great vivacity from the 
.thickets. Timor~us, as are all the lower cails of Indians, they 
plunged into the fiream, which was [even or eight feet deep, aud 
]>remng upon one another with outcries and confufion, lolt by their 
fcars the firength lleceffary to fave themfelves, nnd in lefs than a 
.quarter of an hour 400 of the poor wretches were drowned. The 
,troops, fJ>e8ators of this difaller, halted, a!ld fired to difiodge the 
enemy, until the ti~e had ebbed fufficientl y ; when tbey patTed the 
rivulet without interruption, and continuing their retreat unmolefl:ed, 
arrived at Chilambarum late at night, .IJluch fatigued with the fkir .. 
mifh.es they had fufiain cd, and with a march of IS miles ; the next 
<lay they retumed to Forl St. David. 

The intelligence gaincd during this expediti_op, convinced every 
one that the caufe of Saujohee was defritute of abettors amongll: his 
countrymen. The prdidency neverthe1efs determi'}ed to con tl~lue 

the war; but this rcfolution did not now proceed fo much from the in· 
[ention of refroring Saujohee, as from the defire of wiping out, by font: 
fuccefs, the reproac.h of haying retreated before the arms of an Indian 
j'rince, and from the views of making fame acquifitions to compenfate 
the expellees which bad already been lllcurred. The fort of D evi
COlah is fituatcd in a populous country, in which manufaCtures of lin~ 
Jlen proJier for the com.pany's trade are fabr icated; and the Jleigh
houriug territory iii the moO: fer tile part of the coall of Corol1)anclel. 
011 this coan, fro.m l\1nfulipatnam to ~ape Cornorin, there is no 

• port capable of receiving :l {hip of 300 tOJ'S burden; which defeCt, 
1ubjeCis .the .navigatlon of thefe parts to great rifques at particular 
(en{ollS,. The mouth of the river CGJeroon, uear Dcvj~cotRh, is 
indeed generally obfuuClod by fands, but the challJlel within the 
1)3r is deep enough to receive !hips of the largetl- burden; and it was 
thought that the bar itfclf might with fome labour and ell:pence be re
moved: if this thonkl be clf.:cle~l, the greatefi advaotages would ae rue 
to the Europeau uatiou which lhould obtaiu the excluthe poOdliOl. 

/ of 
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'Of tbiS harbour. It was therefore determined to make the reduCtjou
of Devi-Cotah the principal objea of tbe J)ew expedition, which it 
was thought would be amply compea(ated by gaining polfeffioll of 
this place, even if no farther arlvantages accrued from the \Vat. 

Th~ whole body of the company's troops, amounting ~ith the artil
lery-men to 800 Europeaus, t6gether with 1500 Sepoys, were or
dered on the expedition, under the command of major Lawrence. 
From the difficultif!s already expe{iellCed in approaching Devi·Cotah 
by land, it was determined that the army ihould now' proceed uy fea: 
the Europeans, YI~h the artillery and baggage, were embarked Oil 

board fix !hips, three of the line and three belonging to the c;ompany, 
and the Sepoys accompanied tbe ihips in large boats, ured by the peo
ple of Coromande1 to carryon tjJ.eir traffick along the coall:. The veC- " 
fe1s arrived at the fame mouth of the Co]eroon where rhe 1hips of the 
forJJ?er expedition had anchored; and the troops and fiores pafTed in 
boats up the arm of the Tiver which led to Devi-Cotah, and were 
landed all the oppofite thore, from which it was determined to batter 
the fort,· becaufe the ground on the other jde was marChy and covered 
'.lith woods, and the king of Tanjore's army was encamped under 
~e walls. I. I 

The fort was about a mHe in *::ircumference, havjng fix unequal 
fides; and the walls were abput 18 feet high, built with bricks, the 
mafonry of which was in moll: parts broad enough to form a rampart, 
without any addition of earth: and were flanked at unequal dill:ances 
by projeCl'ing towers, fame of which Were circular, and others (quare. 
The Englifh fired ac{ofs the river obliquely upon the eafiern fide of 
the fort from four 14 pounders, which in th ree days made a prac
ticable breach. The enemy did not return the fire, nor attempt to • 
repair the breach, but employed themfe~ves in carrying on all en .. 
trenchment from the bank of the river acrofs the fide' of the fort 

• which the Englith attacked. . • • 
The paffage of the troops over rhe nver was rendered dangerolls, 

both by the rapidity of the ftream, and by the numbers who had taken 
polfeilion of the thickets which covered the oppnlite thore. John 
Moor, a carpenter belonging to one of the men of war, offere.d his {or~ 
vice, and made a fiage capable;; of recelvjng 400 menl\ which was 
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J 749. launched at {orne diftallce below the battery, and towed up to it againft ' 
~ the fiream. The raft could not be moved acrofs the river tinters by a 

rope Jixed on the oppofite bank; but the fiat ions of the enemy rendered 
th is a very hazardous enterprize: the fame carpenter who had made 
tbe raft, offered co execute this fervice likewife, and in the middle of a ' 
very dark night [wam over the' river, carrying the endvof a rope with 
him, which he faficned to the root of a large tree within a few yards of' 
one of the cnemy's ::ldvanced guards, by whom he was not difcovcred. 

The rope was funk in the water, that the Cl'lemy might not perceive 
It; and the next day, at t\VO in the afrernoon, the firfr detac~ment of 
400 Europeans, with three field pieces, embarked upon the raft j at 
the fame time the four pieces of batteriug cannon, with fix field 
p ieces, began to fir wj th great vivatity upon the oppofite thickets. 
to deter the T~njorjnt!s'from ~pproadJng the bank' near enough to 
difcover the rope. They were fo much furprized at this new and un
expeCted manner of approach, thaf, fortunately, none of them gueffed 
the means by which it was performed The walls ;)nd towers of the 
fort were manned"with multitudes, who, as well as tbofe under cover 
of the thickets, fired' irregularly, but without intermi t1ioll, from theji 
matchlocks; but tile detachment, although much galled, refrained 
from returninK the fire, left' the buil:Ie of handling thti r arms thould 
overfet the raft, which itT a quarter of an hOllr gained the [hare. The 
troops advanced immediately to diflodge the Tanjorines polled in the 
thickets, who retreated as Coon as they were fired upon-, and took fhel
tor either within the fort, or behind the projections of the towers. 
The taft was f~nt back', and in the fj)ace of tv...., bours made ft vcral , 

• paffages, e1uring which the enemy kept up a continual fire, both all 

the troops that were landed, and on thofe on the raft, alld killed 30 
Europeans and 50 Sepoys before the whole army had paffi:d the river. 

Major Lawrence cletenllined ' to fiorm the breach witl10Ut dc:lay. 
The entrenchment which the Tanjorines intended to throw l~p be· 
fore it, was left unflnifhed; for the Cool ies qllitted the work as {oon as 
it was ad\'allCed fa far as to place tbem in the line of the thot batter
ing the' walls.- Tl part which was finifhcd was neverthe1efs of tome 
fen'icc, for it comm.mdcd the ground' over which the Engliih troops 
\l'er~ obligld to march to the attack, and likewiCe flanked the breach 
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jtfelf. About fifty yards in front of the entrencnment fau a deep 
and miry rivulet , which extended quite aCTofs the iCland 011 which 

. D evi-Cotah is fituated. 
Lieutenant Clive oftered his fen'ice to major Lawrence to lead the 

.attack; and the major, who had remarked the TiCing military genius 
of this officer, very readily gave him the palt. of honour he rClJucfted. 
A platoon of 34 Europeans, with 700 Sepoys, were appointed for 
this fervice, who were to be fupported by the whole army as roon as 
the entrenchment {bould be carried. The Europeans, marching at 
the head of the Sepoys, croifed the ri vulet with difficulty, and four of 
them were kllled by the fire from the fort before they gained the 
oppofite hank. As (oon as part of the Sepoys had paJTed likewife, 
lieutenant Clive advanced b"riikly with the Europeans, intcnding to 
attack tbe entrenchment in flank at that end where the Cooties had 
d ifcontiuued the work. The Sepoys who had pa[fe<.l the rivulet. in. 
fiead of following t:iofely, as they were ordered. remained at the bank, 
waiting until they were joined by greater numuers. The enemy 
perceived this neglect, which left the rear of the Europctll1S expofed: 

. a number of horfe were concealed aiong the fouth fide of the fort. 
hetween the projeaions of the towers j ' the ncarefiof which was not 
m ore than forty yards- from that part of the entrenclun~1t which 
lieutenant Clive was p reparing to attack. J ufi as his men Were pre
fenting their mufkets to fire, a party of horfe ndhed (word in hand 
from behind the tower, and by a rapid evolution, which Ionanifefted 
the excelleuce both of the horres and the riders, feU 011 the rear of 
the platoon with [0' Illuch impetuofity, that the men had no time to 
f~ce about and defend themfelves, and ill an infian t 2.6 of the platoo~ 
were cut to pieces. A horfeman had his i\vord uplifted to firike 
at lieutenant Clive, who cfcaped t he blow by £tepping on one fide 
whi ltl: the horre palfcd him; he theu ra.1l towards the Sepoys, whom 
h e had the gCUJd fortune to join, being one of four who were all that 
cfcapecl from this fiaughter. He found the Sepoys drawn up ill 
ord~r, but they had not advanced a flep to fupport the platoon. The 
Tanjorine hQrfe, Hltisfied witb their fuccefs, did not pro(ecute [hei .. 
,advantage by attacking the Sepoys, but returned to the fratious 
from whence they had made the onfet, , 

Q 2 Major 
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