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r744, tions, many of whom were lords of governments in the Carna-

“v~" fic; among thefe was Mortiz-ally. The young Seid Mahomed was
taught to conceal the emotions he naturally felt at feeing the mur-
derer of his father named in the 1ift of his friends as a gucft mvited
with his approbation. Such are the manners of a court in Indoftan.
It was thought that Mortiz-ally would not venture his perfon out of
the forts of Velore, during the firft days of a new adminiftration; but,
in contradiChion to this notion, he came to Arcot, and prefented
himf{elf before the youpg prince, as one of the gueits at the wedding;
and was treated with diftinétion and refpet by the regent Nabob
An'war-odean Khan, who was likewife invited to the wedding.

'On the day appointed for the folemnization of the marriage,
twelve Pitans, with the captain of the band, prefented themfelves
before the young prince, and demanded their arrears with a more
determined fpirit of infolence than they had hitherto {hewn in any
of their former applications. It is reckoned the fugheft indignity
thatcan be offered to a'{oldier, to order him tp retire by an expref-
fion of contempt ; and if any violence is employed to remove him,
he generally refents it in the inftant with blood-fhed. Thefe con-
fiderations were not fufficient to reftrain the zeal of Seid Mahomed's
attendants from refenting the infult which was offered to their
prince ; and finding that expoﬂ:ulaudns did not prevail, they feized
on the Pitans, and turned them out of the palace by force. The
Pitans fuffered them{élves to be removed with much lefs refiftafice
than it was expected they wuld have made againft a treatment fo
repugiant to’ the ideas’ which thefe haughty feldiers entertain of
thieir own ithportance. . “The farme day they advanced again into the
prefence of Seid: Mlhamcé, and apologized for their. difrefpectful
behaviour: theirfubmiffions fuppreffed all fofpicions ufthexr conduct
during’ thn'rcmﬁﬂiﬂg part of the day.

I thc o0 'm; Seid Mahamad wﬂhzﬂmmp;ﬂymad moft of the

sther n_as thc youngprmcc was in-

e




IS TORY . .OF THE. kN AT Q. &7

J‘d mta ﬂlﬂ ,P&llm« ul '5& ] a&m@,@d l!}‘ﬂ%_ﬁ}!ﬁ Othel' efts, and 1 ]4.4
of his own- offi Qgg, vards,. The thxr;.ecﬁ Ltans, who W~

had made their ﬁlbmdf ion ‘in. the mormng, appcarcd I:he fprcmo& of

the fpectators in the court bciowxmld ddhngmfhcd tbmnfélw;s bythe
aﬁ"a&anon of great reverence in thcu‘ manner of ﬁdutmg Seid Maho-

med Khan, as foon as he .appeared iy the veftibule. ~After. thefe
compliments, their captain, with the appearance of a man fenfible

that he had offended his lord, and intended to fubmit himfelf at hm

feet, afcended the fteps, and was permiitted to approach thhm the
réach of his perfon; when the affaffin drew a dagger, and at the

firft blow ftabbed him to the heart.

" A thoufand fwords and poignards were drawn in an inftant: the
murderer was cut to pieces on the very fpot; aid ten of his accom-
phces fuﬁ'ercd the fame fate from the ﬁlry of the multlt‘ude below

cndeavoured to calm the general trcpldatlon, by giving fuch orders
as were 11eccﬂ'ary for the difcovery of the confptrators ; for the mul-
titude had already perfuaded themfelves that the Pitans had bpcn
employed by fome fuperior powe.

All who beheld the young prince deprived of life by this affaffina-
tion, were inftantly ftruck with the remembrance of the murder of
his father committed in Velore ; murmurs from many had already de-
clared the fufpicions that were entertained of Martiz-alfy, when it
was reported, that, during the general confufion, he hadgained the
gates of the fort, where a large body of alryand other treops; which
compofed his retinue, were waiting for'him; and that, firréunded by‘
thefe guards, he was already on his way to Velore. . The precipi-
tation of this flight, which appearedas much the confequence of previ-
ous difpofitions as the effect of fudden feat, left no doubt that he was
the author of the affaffination. Nothing, was now heard but curfes
and imprecations on his head, for the murder of the inticcent dnd
much-loved Seid Mahomed Khan, and for the murder’sithe father
uf this unfortunate prince. The people faw themfelv‘é'\ohhged

t:anﬁnc their indignation, to thefe expreffions of it \ f8r the

of Mortiz-ally’s efcort required a hrgcr bady. of . cavnlrj
t¢
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$744. to be fent in purfuit of it, than could be affembled within the time
== neceflary to overtake him, Velore being no more than twelve miles
diftant from Arcot.

The multitude row reccived orders from An’war-odean to retire
to their homes ; and, as men ftruck with difmay at a common cala-
mity, affembled in fecret companies, to communicate their thoughts
on the murder of which they had been {pectators.

An’war-odean, either aétuated by the fame fpirit of indignation as
the people, or affe@ing the appearance of it, notonly removed the
Pitans in his fervice from their employments, but alfo gave orders
that all of that nation fhould immediately quit the city; and, as a
ftronger proof of his refentment, caufed their houfes to be razed to
the ground, a mark of infamy rarely praétifed, excepting the perfons,
whom it is intended to ftigmatize, have deferved capital punifhment.
But thefe expreffions of indignation did not exempt him from im-
putations. Many perfons of rank and power in thg province afferted
that they bhad difcovered fecrets, which convinced them that the
aNaffination was the refult of a confederacy between him and
Mortiz-ally.

They faid, that the refpe&t and attachment which were thewn by
all ranks of people to Seid Mahomed, joined to the great influence
which his relations bore in the Carnatic, by poffefiing the beft forts
and governments in the province, had filled the mind of An'war-
odean, Khan with apprehenfions of confplrar:lcs and revolts ‘which
might at one time or other remove him, in order to place Seid Ma-
homed  in the fovereignty : that, altusted by thefe fufpicions,. he
regarded the deftruétion of Seid Mahomed as ‘heceflary €o his own
fecurity, and way only with-held from executing it by tﬁc dzend of
Nizam- al-muluch’s refentment ; which faggefted to him the fcheme
of prafhﬁag on Mort:z-ally, by fuch infinuations and offers, as might

undertake the defirution of Seid Mahomed; but in
nanner, that, if & difcovery fhould be made, the turder might
ed to 'Mortm-aﬂyﬂunc ‘who being perfuadled of the pro-
ﬂuy of a seyolution in favour of Seid Mahomed, and dreading
&!‘ggjvcnge of this prince for the murder of his father, hired the

alfaffins,




‘Boak 1. Hisros¥ or 7aE Caawaric 59

affaffins, having previouflyaffured hirnfelf of proteftion from An'war- 3744
odean Khan, and even of rewards by an encreafe of the Domain of ‘=
Velore. ;

The fecrets of the princes of Indoftan are very difficult to be dif-
covered. In affairs of confequence nothing, except in the moft equi-
vocal terms, is ever given by them in writing ; and whenever the mat-
ter is of great importance or iniquity, it is trufted to a meflenger, a
man of low rank and great cunning, who bears a letter of recommens~ -
dation, teftifying that he is to be trufted in all he fays. So indefinite
a commiffion referves to the lord who gives it, the refource of dif-
avowing the tranfation of his agent ; and this he never fails to do,
whenever the iniquity is diftovered, Hence the public in Indoftan,
deprived of authentic evidence, are left to judge of the aétions of
their rylers either from probable conjeétures, or from the general
idea of their chara@ers. The conftitution and defeéts of the go-
vernment have tendered poifons and affaffinations, in the praétice of
the great, the common method of removing thofe who ftand in
oppofition to the ambition of others; infomuch that a hiftory of’one
century in Indoftan, would furnith more examples of this natare than
can be foundin the hiftory of onehalf of the kingdomsof Europefince
the time of Charlemagne. From the frequency of thefe enormous
pradices, even the deaths which happen in the common courfe of
nature, are umputed to thofe who receive immediate advantage\from
them. Such were the principles on which the people of the Car-
natic judged and condemned An’war-odean Khan for the murder of
Seid Mahomed ; although no pofitive proofs were brought of his
‘having been acceffory to it. The moft probable argument againft
‘him was founded on the early appearance of Mortiz-ally at Arfot
in’ the days of a new adminiftration. This was thought incom-
patible with the warinefs of his charaéter, without fuppofing a con-
meftion which affured him .of prote@ion from An'warendean, .

An'war-odean ftronglydenied all conneétions with Morﬁ}.-ally, and
challenged any proof to be brought that either he himfelf, orany of
*his dependants, had ever had any correfpondence with the Pitans

Ia who
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w}fo committed the murder’; which he attributed folely to Mortiz-

=~ 1illy, alledging as a proof, that the Pitans had often been'at Velore,

iy‘_*s. |

and were known to have received many marks of favour from him.
On the other hand Mortiz-ally retorted the accufation, but brought
no teftimonies to fupport his aflertion : It was fuppofed that the only
proofs which he could have brought againft An’war-odean, would at
the fame time have condemned himfelf. _

Although Au’war-odean was not able to exculpate himfelf in the
opinion of his fubjeéts, he found means to convince his fuperior, Ni-
zam-al-muluck, that he was entirely innocent of the blood of Seid
Mahomed. Nizam-al-muluck, who never did any thing by halves,

'thought it ueceffary to give him fupport, in proportion as he became

odious to the Carnatic, and fent him a full and regular commiflion
for the Nubobihip of Aicot foon after the death ot‘ Scid Mahomed.
The province, irritated by their averfion to a lord, whofe fovereignty
deftroyed their hopes of being ruled by one of the family they fo
mych loved, complained loudly of the avarice and parfimony of his
government, and contrafted it, mu.ch to his difadvantage, with that
of their former Nabobs.

‘War was now declared between Great Britain and France, in con-
fequence of which a {quadron of Englith meh of war appeared in the
Indian feas. Tt confifted of two 60 gun fhips, one of 50, and a frigate
of zoguns: thefe fhips did not come immediately to the Englith
{Ettlcmenta. in Indoftan, but paffing beyond them, cruifed in two divi-
fions in the ftraits of Sundaand Malacca. They took in thefe ftations
thrcc French thips returning from China to Eurqpe, and one return-
m from Manilha to Pondicherry ; the cargoes of which produced

180,000/, fterling. They alfo took 3 French thip at Atchin, which
was converted into an Englith man of war of 40 guns, and called the
Medway’s Prize. . After rendezvoufing at Batavia, the fquadron
united a d on' the coaff of Coromandel in the month of July
1345. at which time the garnfon of Pondmhcrry confifted of no

orePthan ‘436 Europeans, its fortifications: were ‘niot completed,

and no'French fQuaﬂki'on had hitherto appeared in {ndia.
The
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The appearance.of the. Englifls Tgoadron; and the report of the 1745.
rcmforc;l:!.cnta *Iuch &nyup&iadﬁ'nm Englaad, alarmed ‘Mr. Du- Syt
pﬁuc for. the fafety of Pondn:herry He prevailed on the Nabob
An’wai=odean to infift with the government of Madrafs, that the
Englith thips of war fhould pot commit any hoftilities by land againft
the French poffeffions in the territories of Arcot; but the Nabob at
the fame time affured the Englifh, that he would oblige the French
to obferve the fame law of neutrality, if their force thould hereafter
become f{uperior to that of the Englith. The government of Ma-
drafs’ remonftrated, that they were always ready to obey his com-
mands as far as their power extended ; but that Mr. Barnet, the com-
mander of the Englith fquadron, was the immediate officer of the
‘King ‘of Great Britain, by whofe orders and commiffion he atted,
independent of the Eaft India company’s agents at.Madrafs. The
Nabob replied, that all officers of the Englith nation who came to
the coaft of Coromandel were equally obliged to refpeé his govatris
ment in the Carnatic ; and that if Mr. Barnet, with his {quadron,
fhould venture to act contrary to the orders he had now given, the
town of Madrafs thould atone for their difobedience. _

Thefe threats made fo much impreflion upon the government of
Madrafs, that they requefted and prevailed on Comumodore Barnet to
confine his operations to the fea. He therefore fent one of the 50 gun
fhips to cruife in the road of Balafore, at the entrance of the river
Ganges, where fhe took two or three French fhips returning from
different parts of India to the French fettlements in Bcnga.l The
reft of the {quadron left the coaft of Coromandel to avoid the ap-
proaching ftormy feafon, and went to Mergui, a port fituated on the
coaft which lies oppofite to that of Coromandel in the Gulph of
Bengal,

In the beginning of the year 1746 the fquadron returned to the 1746.
coaft of Coromandel, and were reinfosced by two go gun fhips, and
afi'igate of 20 guns, from- England : but at this time the 6o gun
fhip, in ‘which Mr. Barnet hoifted his flag, was found unfit for aétion,
and, together with the 20 gun fhip which came firft into Ind:a, was
fent back to England,

T here
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17¢6. - There was now certain intelligence that 3 French quedron was

#=v== preparing to come on the coaft of Coromandel, when that of the
Englith was deprived of one 'of its principal advantages, by lofing
Commodore Barnet, who died at Fort St. David's in April. His
death, happening at a time when the Englith affairs in India wera
threatened with danger, was generally regretted as a public lofs, and
indeed he was a man of great abilitics in fea affairs.

Eacly in the morning of the 25th of June, the Englith fquadron
craifing to the fouthward of Fort St. David, near Negapatnam, de-
feried that of the Freoch arriving on the coaft of Coromandel. It
confifted of nine fhips, which were commanded by Mr. De la Bour-
donnais, who had equipped them at the ifle of Mauritivs, and after-
wards, when f{¢attered by a hurricane, had refitted them in the ifland
of Madagafcar, overcoming the greateft difficulties with fuch inde-
fatigable perféverance and aétivity, as intitles him to a reputation
equal to that of the ableft marine officer his countyy has produced,
Of thefe fhips one mounted 26 guns, two 28, one 3o, three 34, one
36, and that on board.of which Mr. De la Bourdonnais hoifted his
flag mounted 70 guns, of which 6o were 18 pounders. There were
‘but 14 other guns of this fize in the whole {quadron, the reft being
12 and 8 pounders, All but the 7o gun thip were bored to mount
more gunsthan the number with which Mr, De la Bourdonnais had
been able to equip them ; and five of them for o guns. On board
of the thips were 3300 men, of which 700 were either Caffres or
Lafcars: 3 or 400 of the whole number ‘were rendered unfit for fer-
wvice by ficknefs.

The Eaglith fquadron confifted of one 60 guh fhip, - three. of $0,
-qne of 40, and onc frigate of 20 guns, whieh was itoo {mall:to be
brought into the a&tion. = The number of men did not amount to one
halfof that in the French fquadren: but.the Englith had greatly the
advantage in the wmgh;t of their .cannon, by ‘which the fortune of
-eRgagements t fea is -at prefeat gencrally decided ;. aund they like-
.wife failed hetter than the French, and were worked with much
‘reatcr Hkill,

.. Mr. De la Bourdonnais, knowing the advantagesend difadvantages
oﬁ}m force, had determined to decide the impending engagement by

boarding
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boarding the Euglifh thips, if it were poffible to bring his own.into
the fituations neceffary to accomplith this defign. Mr. Peyton, who
commanded the Englith fquadron, perceiving this intention, de-
termined to engage with his {quadron npearer to the wind than that
of the enemy, fince in this fituation their efforts to board would
be eafily avoided ; and a great part of the day was employed in pre~
ferving this advantage. It was not until 4 in the afternoon that
the fight began : it was maintained at fuch a diftance that the fire
of the fmall arms from the French fhips, notwithftanding the great
mumbers and expertnefs of their mufketeers, did very little execu-
tion ; but, on the other hand, the cannon of the Englifh, from the
fame caufe, did much lefs than might have been expefted from
them in a clofer engagement. The fight finithed with the entrance
of the night; about 35 men were killed in the Englith fquadron,
and the greateft part of thefe on board the Medway's Prize. We
are not exally informed of the lofs fuftained by the French; but
it was believed that the killed and wounded together did not amount
to lefs than 300. One of their fhips, which mounted 30 guns, was
in lefs than half an hour difmafled, and fo much fhattered, that im-
mediately after the aétion, Mr. De la Bourdonnais ordered her to
proceed to Bengal to be refitted in the Ganges. |

The mext morning Mr. Peyton called a council of war, when, on 2
review of the condition of the fquadron, it was not thought prudent,
efpecially as the 6o gun fhip was extreamly leaky, to venture a fecond
engagement, before the damages it had fuftained were repaired. In
confequence of this refolution, the thips made fail for the harbour of
Trincanomalee in the ifland of Ceylon, and in the evening loft fight
of the French fquadron, which had lain to the whole day, as if chat-
lenging the Englith, who were to windward, to bear down and re-
new the fight. This appearance of refolution in Mr. De la Bont-
doninais was no more than a feint, praQifed to deter the Englith from
doing what he moft dreaded ; for moft of his fhips had expended the
greateft part of their ammunition, and feveral of them had not
viﬁuﬁls on 'board for twenty-four hours.

*Taithe niight of the cnfumg day the French fquadron, now conﬁ(h ng
of ‘eight fhips, arrived in the road of Pondicherry ; svhere Mr. Du-

1746
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3 346 pleix commanded, for the. F rench Eaft India company, ell -the.
eftablithments of his nation in India, the iflandsof Mauritius angd
Bourbon excepted. Thefe were under the government of Mr. De
la Bourdonnais, to whom all the operations of the: {quadron were in-
trufted, independent of the controul of Mr. Dupleix.

The reputation and riches which it was probable Mr. De la Bour-
donnais would gainin the command of his armament, created jealoufy
in the mind of.Mr.  Dupleix. Diffenfions arofe between the two
commanders: but the zeal of Mc. De la Bourdonnais did not fuffer
the interefts of his nation to be facrificed to them. Judging that the
force which he commanded could not be employed by land with any
probability of fuccefs, until the Englith fquadron thould be either
ruined or forced to quit the coaft of Coromandel ; he determined to
go in queft of them us foon as Lis own thips were refitted and pro-
vided with 30 or 40 pieces more of heavy cannon than they mounted
on leaving the ifland of Mauritius.

On the 24th of July the French fquadron failed f'rom Pondicherry,

working to the fouthward againft the fouthern monfoon, and on
thc 6th of Auguft difcovered the Englith, which had been refitted
at Trincanomalee. The Englifh perceiving the addition of cannon
with which the enemy had been fupplied at Pondicherry, avoided an
‘engagement.  The two fquadrons were three days in fight of each
other, after which, according to Mr, De la Bourdonnais’s aecount,
the Englith fhips, availing themfelves of the advantage of failing bet-
ter than the French, difappeared.

Mr. De la Bourdonnais returned with his fhips to Pondicherry,
mmgmmﬂ that the Englith {quadron would refhain on the coaft of
Lor omandel, at leaft with the hope of deterring him from attempt-
ing any operations againft the Enghﬂ\ fettlements. . But encouraged
by their thynefs at the laft- mcctmg, hc now-determined to lay fiege
to: Madrafs.

. The Englith, mformad af thc pmparntmns which were making
at Pondicherry “to attack them, called on the Nabob to fulfil
his promife of reftraining the. Frcnch from committing hoftilities
asgind them by land. But they omitted to employ the moft certaigt

micatis
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means of obtaining his proteflion, by neglecting to accompany th'r:ir 1746.
application far bis affiftance with a prefent of money- This ill- ‘==
judged parfimony left the Nabob fo lukewarm i their interefts, that
~although he did not give Mr. Dupleix a pofitive permiffion, hé re-
frained from making any preparations, or even fram ufing menaccs
to prevent the Ifrench from attacking Madrafs. .

‘This fettlement had heen about 100 years the principal eftablith-
ment of the lnglith nation on the coaft of Coromandel. It was
in a territory granted by the Great Mogul to the Eaft India com-
pany, which extended about five miles along the fea fhore, and about
one mile in land. - The town confifted of three divifions ; that to the
{fouth extended about 400 yards in length from north to fouth, and
about 100 yards in breadth: none but the Englifh, or other Euro-
peans under their proteétion, refided in this divifion, which cons
tained about §o good houfes, an Englith and a Roman Cathelic
church, together with the refidence of the factory, and other build,
ings belonging to the company : it was furrounded with a flender
wall, defended with four baftions and as many batteries, but thefe
were very flight and defeftive in "their conftruétion, nor Mad they
any outworks to defend them: this quarter has long been known
in Europe by the name of IFort St. George, and was in India called
for diftin¢tion thd White Town. On the north of this, and con-
tiguous',‘ was another divifion, much larger and worfe fortified, in
which were many very good habitations belonging to the*Arnfenian
and to the richeft of the Indian merckants, who refided in the com-
pany’s territory @ this quarter was called the Black Town. Beyond
this divifion, and te the north of it, was a fuburb, where the” Indian,
natives of all ranks had their habitations promifcuoufly. Befides
thefe three divifions, which compofed the town of Madrafs, there
were two large and populous villages about a mile to the fouthward
of it, within the company’s territory, and thefe were likewife inha-
bited by Indian natives. . '

The trade from England to the coaft of Coromandel, together
with that which is carried on by merchants of various nations from
one part of India to another, had raifed Madrafs to a degree of opu-
lence and reputation. which rendered it inferior to none of the Eii-

K ropcan
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¥746. ropean eftablithments in India, excepting Goa and Batavia.- There

== were 250,000 inhabitants in the company’s territory, of which the
greateft part were natives of India of various calts and religions :
amongft thefe were three or four thoufand of thofe Indian chriftians
who call themfelves Portuguefe, and pretend to be defcended from
that nation. The Englifh in the colony did not exceed the number
of 300 men: and 200 of thefe were the foldiers of the garrifon ; but
none of them excepting two or three of their officers, had ever feen
any other fervice than that of the parade: the reft of the Englifh
inhabitants, {olely employed in the occupations of commerce, wers
ftill more unfit for military fervices. At the fame time the defence
of the place depended on this fmall number of Englith fubjeéts; for
it was known that the reft of the inhabitants, regarding themfelves
as neutrals, wonld take flight on the firft upproach of danger.

On the 18th of Auguft the French fquadron appeared and can-
nonaded the town, but witheut doing any damage.” They attempted
to take athip belonging: to the Englith company out of the road';
but fhe moved into fhoal-watcr, fo near the batteries of the fort,
that th® French did not venture to attack her with arm'd boats;
and it was evident, from the unfkilfulnefs of their operations during
this cruife, that Mr. De la Bourdonnais did not command them ia
perfeia s he was at this time in Pondicherry, confinedto his bed by
Jicknefs.

Tlie proteftion of thc Englifh fettlements on the coaft of Coro~
mandel was the principal object for which the {quadron had been fent
into India; and their appearance before Madrafs was at this time.
thought fo ncoeﬂ'ary to its defemce, that the #habitants were in
hourly expecttation of {ceifg tHem; although they had received no in-
telligence of them fince they were laft feen, fix- weeks before, by Mr.
De la Bourdonuais. Fhe gonfternation of the town was therefore
little lefs than dafpair, when-it was reported that they-had appeared.
on the 23d of Auguft 30 miles to the narthward of Madrafs, in fight
sof the Dutch féttlement- of Palliacatte, from whence they had again
 pot-out to fea, and difappeared.. They proceeded to Bengal ; for the
4o gun thip wes fo loaky, that it was feared the thock of firing her

own,
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wown cannon would fink her, ifuhe thould be brought into an engage- 1746,
ment.

On the 3d of September the French {quadron anchored tour leagues
to the fouth of Madrafs, having on board the troops, artillery and
“ftores intended for the fiege. Here a part of the treops was landed,
and marching along the cuaﬂ: advanced the next day within cannon
{hot of the town, where the reft of the foldiers were landed. The
whole confifted of 1100 Europeans, 4oo Caffres, and 400 Indian
patives difciplined in the lluropean manner. There remained on
board of the fquadron 1800 European mariners.

Mr. De la Bourdonnais direfted his attack againft the White
Town, in which the Englifh refided : the northern fide of this di-
vifion could not be attacked by cannon, as the houfes of the next
divifion almoft touched the wall, which feparated them from each
other : the eaftern fide could only be battered from the fea ; but the
fouth and weft lay open to the plain. On the 5th of September the
French began te bombard the town, from a battery of nine mortars,
which they eretted to the weftward, under the fhelter of a large
houfe, within 500 yards of the walls, In the evening three of their
largeft thips drew as near as the depth of water w-ould permit, and
cannonaded the town. In the mght Mr. De la Bourdonnais was
flung into great perplexity, by intelligence that fome large fhips were -
feen to the fouthward of Pandicherry; which indeed was contra-
diéted in the morning: but the firft report caufed fo mueh atarm in
the French camp, that they were preparing to rethip their heavy
cannon.

On the 8th of Scptember the French had finithed a battery of
five mortars to the fouth, and bombarded the town without inter-
miffion until the next morning, when two Englifh deputies went to
their camp, to treat with Mr, De la Bourdonnais, who, infifted that
the town fhould be delivered up to him on his own terms: and
threatned, in cafe of refufal, to make a general affault. This re-

~ folution arafe from his apprehenfion of the return of the Englith
fguadron, ~As foon as the deputips returned, the bombardment

recommenced, and continued until the evening, when it was ful-
K2 peaded
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&746. pended for two hours, during the conference of another deputy fent
"~~~  from the town; after which it continued during the reft of the
night.

The next morning, the roth of September, the deputies returned
to the French camp, aud, after fome altercations, confented to the ar-
icles of capitulation, which had been diétated to them in thefirft con-
erence. It was agreed that the Englifh fhould furrender them-
.elves prifoners of war: that the town fhould be immediately de-

livered up; but that it fhould be afterwards ranfomed. ~ Mr. De la
Bourdonnais gave his promife that he would fettlc the ranfom on
éify and moderate terms.

The capitulation was figned in the afternoon, when Mr. de la
Bourdonnais, at the head of a large body of troops, marched to the
gates, where hgreceved the keys fiomn the governor,  The French
colours were immediately difplayed ; and, at the fame time, the Eng-
lith thip belonging to the Eaft India company, which lay in the road,
was taken poffeffion of without refiftance by the boats of the French
fquadron. There was not a man killed in the French camp during
the fiege ; four or five Englithmen were killed in the town by the ex-
plofion of the bombs, which likewife deftroyed two or three houfes.
From this period it is ufcful to contemplate the progrefs made by the
Englith in Indoftan, both in the fcience and fpirit of war.

The Englith inhabitants were permitted to refide without mo-
leftatioh irr their houfes ; but the magazines and ware-houfes he-
longing to the Eaft India company were taken poflefiion of by the
French commiffaries. .

.On the day in which Madrafs was furrendered, a meffenger from
the Nabob An'war-odean Khah, difpatched for more expedition on 2
camel, arrived at Pondicherry, and delivered to Mr. Dupleix a letter,
in which the Nabob expreffed great furprize at the prefumption of
the French in attacking Madrais without his permiffion, and threat-
rieéd vo fend his armdy - therefif #he fiege was not immediately raifed.
Mr: Duleik fent direéliotis to Wis gent at-Arcot to pamfy the Nabob,
by promifing that the towh; i ‘takeh, fhould be given up to him';

and
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and by reprefenting, that the Englith would certainly be willing to 1746
pay him a large fum of money fer the reftitution of fo valuable a =~
potleffion. Ly this tranfaction, Mr. Dupleix firft difcovered that
he thought the right of difpofing of Madrafs, was invefted in him-
felf as governor general of the French eftablithments in India.

But Mr. De la Bourdonnais, relying on his own commiffion, did
not admit of this authority in the governor of Pondicherry, and,
conformable to his promite, proceeded to treat with the Englifh for
the ranfom of the town. Mr. Dupleix and the council of Pondi-
cherry protefted againft the treaty, as a meafure highly detrimental
to the interelts of their nation, which, they faid, would be facrificed
to private advantages, if Madrafs was not razed to the ground. Dif-
putes enfuedswhich, fortunately for the Englifh affairs, prevented
many evils, Which in all probability would have befallen them, if
the councils of the enemy had not been divided by thefe contentions.
For on the 27th of September three fhips of war, one of 72, the
others of 40 guns, with 1360 men on board, arrived at Pondicherry,
and with this rcinforcement, the French force was fufficient to have
conquered the reft of the Englifh fettlements in Indoftan. Such
indeed was the deftination and intention of De la Bourdonnais; and
he would have immediately began to carry this plan of hoftilities
into execution,’if all his operations had not been contradiéted by Mt‘.
Dupleix, and the council of Pondicherry.

However, the effects of Madrafs, which Mr. De la Bouldonnals
intended to carry away in his thips, were put on board by the 1ft of
Od&ober, and two®f them had failed to Pondicherry., Mr. Dupleix’
was not as yet reconciled to the treaty of ranfom, and Mr. De, 1a
Bourdonnais was determined not to leave Madrafs before the gover-
nor and council of Pomhcherry had given their approbation : at the.
fame tire his experience in the navigation' of India fully apprmed
hinr of ‘the danger to which his fhips were expofed, by remaining oh
the coaff of Coromandai at this critical feafon of the year.

In India the year is divided into two feafons. From the month of
---O&bbe‘r td March the wihds Blow from the north, and’ duridg the
e of the Féar from tht: foutheni points¥€ tho compafs: thefe fea-

"fons
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2946, fons are by mariners called monfoons: the change frqm one to the

M=t other is generally preceded by an interval of aliout ter enty days, in
which calms, or light and uncertain ‘winds prevail: the fﬂtlllg in
of the northern mouibon gencrally falls out fome time in the month
of Oétober, as that of the fouthern in the month of April. On the
coaft of Coromandel the northern monfoon fometimes begins avith
a violent tempeft or hurricane ; and if the monfoon fets in with mo-
deration, it is often productive of tempeftuous weather at different
interyals, until the middle of December, and fometimes later; {o that
it.3s held dangerous for any veflels to remain on the coaft after the
a 5th of Oétober, or to return to it before the 2oth of December.

‘On the 2d of O&ober the weather was remarkably fine and mo-
derate all dav. About midnight a furious {torin arefe, aud continued
with the greateft violence until the noon of the next day. Six of the
French fhips were in the road when the ftorm began, and not one of
them was to be feen at day-break. One put befote the wind, and
was driven fo, much.to the foythward, that the was not able to gain
.the cpalt again: the 70 gun fhip loft all her mafls: three others of
the fquadren were likewife difmafted, and had fo much water in the
:ho]d,.that the people on board expected every mioute to perifh, not-
withftanding they had thrown over-board all the cannon of the
Jower tier.: the other thip, during the few moments.of a whirlwind
which happened in the moft furious part of the ftorm, was covered
by the waves, and foundergd in an inftant, and only fix of the crew
efcaped alive. Twenty other veflels belonging to different nations,
were either driven on fhore, or perithed at fea. .

Thc other two thips, laden with part of the effe@s of Madrafs,
togcthcr with the three lately artived from Europe, were at anchor
n the road of Pond:ehcrr);, where they felt no effe@ of the ftorm
which was mgmg 3t Madrafs: Jt is ubfcrvcd that .the violence of
thefe hurricanes is generally confined to 60 or 8o miles in breadth,
althcugh in their pmgre& they generally blow quite acrofs the Bay

F Bengal.

‘l‘hc articles of the treaty nf ranform. had been adjulted the day

m the ftorm haPPﬂ!ﬁ- It was agreed that the French thould
cvamgte
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evacuate the town by.the 4th of O€tober; and by one of the ar- 1746,
ticles, the artillery and warliké ftores remaining in the town, were "~
to be equally divided between the French and Englith.
Mr.-Dupleix had reprefented to Mr. De la Bourdonnais, that he
would not interfere in any tranfactions with the Englith after his
departure, unlefs the French remained in poffeflion of Madrafs for
{o much time as might be neceflary te adjuft all difcuffions arifing
from the treaty. Mr. De la Bourdonnais therefore reprefented to
the Englith, the neceffity to which he was reduced, by the obftinacy
of Mr. Dupleix, of protra&ing for three months, the term in which
he had agreed to put them in poffeffion of the town: the Englifh,
apprehenfive that if they refuded to admit of this alteration, they
thould be left to the mercy of Mr. Dupleix without a treaty,acquiciced
in this propofal ; and the treaty was figned on the 1oth of Oétober.
All the merchandizes; and a part.of the military.ftores, belonging
to the Eaft India company, together with all the naval ftores found in
the town, had been laden on board of the French fhips: thefe arti-
cles, according to the computation made by the French, amounted
to 130,000 pounds fterling; and the gold and filver of which they
took poffeffion to the value of 31,000 pounds fterling ; the half of
the artillery-and military ftores was eftimated at 24,000 pounds fter-
ling : all the other effects and'merchandizes were relinquifbed to the
proprietors of them. It was agreed that the French fhould evacuate
the town before the end of the enfuing. Jaauvary, after which the
Englith were to remain in pofieflion of it, without. beithg ‘attacked
Ly them again during the war. Upon thefe conditions the
nor and council "of Madrafs agreed to pay the fum of 1,100,000"
pagodas, or 440,000 pounds ﬁcrlillg. Of this fum 240,000 poupds
were ro be paid at Pondicherry, by fix equal payments, before the
month of Otober in the year 1749 : and for the remaining 200,008
pounds, bills were drawn on the Eaft India company in London,
payable a few months after they fhould be prefented. The Englith
gave hoftages for the performance of this treaty.
* On the 12th of Oétober, Mr. De la Bourddnnais invefted one of
‘thi€ council of Pondicherry, appointed by Mr. Dupleix; with the go-
vernmept
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t746. vernment of Madrafs, and went on board of his own fhip, which had
wv=’ been refitted with jury mafts. He anchored in the road of Pondi-

cherry on the 15th, and failed from thence the zoth with feven thips,
intending to proceed to Achin: but forefecing that a part of them
would probably be unable to reach that port, he formed the fquadron
into two divifions ; one coufifted of the three thips which arrived laft
from Europe, together with another that had efcaped the ftorm:
thefe were all in good condition ; and were therefore ordered to make
their way to Achin, without waiting for the other divifion, which
confifted of Mr. Dt la Bourdonnais® 70 gun thip, one that had been
difmafted, and a merchant-thip which had likewife fuffered in the
ftorm. The four found fhips very foon failed out of fight of their
comrades : and Mr. De la Bourdonnais, finding that the fhattered
condition of the other iiuce rendered. thew incapable of gaming their
deflined port againit a violent and contrary wind, made fail for the
ifland of Mauritius, whercthey arrived in the beginning of December
without any accident, He foon after. left Mauntms, wh:ch, from a
foreft, hie had rendered aflousithing colony, and the arfenal of all the
French military expeditions in India. LEvery body knows the treat-
mém he received on his arrival in I*Jance The friends of Mr, Du-
pleix had influence enovgh at the court to get him confined to the
baftile, where he n::mau:e(l a prifoner almoft three years: upon an
examination of his condudt, his juftification, proved by original pa-
pers which baye been made public, procured him his liberty. Had
hg, furvived: the fubfequent ill fuccefles of his nation at fea, his abili-
%’:s-wou}d prebably have raifed him to the highe{t commands in the

avy of France, His knewledge in mechanics reitdered him capable
of huilding a fhip from the keel: his fkill in navigation, of condud-
ing ber to gny,part of ftbrf globe :: and his courage, of defending her
sgainit.any equal farce. - Jnghe conduét of an expedition, he fuper-
utended all the detajls.af the {c,rv:ce, without being perplexed either
Avith the wariety or nwpber;of them. His plans were fimple, his
,m‘dm precife, and beth the beft adaptcc’l to the fervice in which he
Bgas sogaged, | AHisapplicatin was mceflant ; and difficulties ferved
,go gucreafe hxs,»aﬁlmy, which always gave the example of zcal

uhiof he commanded.
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The ftorm ruined the French marine force in India, and preferved 1746,
the Englith cftablifhments from imminent danger: but the events ™™
which enfued on the Coaft of Coromandel, feem to have been the
confequence of that augmentation of troops, which Pondicherry ac-
quired after the French fguadron was reduced to the incapacity of
attempting any farther expeditions.  Mr. De la Bourdonnais left be-
hind him 1200 diftiplined men; 450 more were landed out of the
three (nips which came laft into India, and 8 or 920 failors were
taken out of the fhips that remained on the coaft, and difciplined as
foldiers. By which additions the forces of Pondicherry amounted
to 3000 LKuropeans. '

The Nabob An'war-odcan, very foon after the French had taken
Madrafs, begun to fufpect, or had difcovered, that the promife of Mr.
Dupleix to put him in pofleflion of the town, was a fraud employed
to divert him from giving the Englith any afliftance during the fiege.
He determinedeto revenge this affront by laying fiege to Madrafs ;
which he made no doubt of taking from the French, with as much
eafe as they had taken it from the Englith: for meafuring the mili-
tary abilitics of the Europeans,” by the great refpeét and humility
with which they had hitherto carried themfelves in all their tranf-
aétions with the Mogul government ; he imagined that this fubmif=
fion in their behaviour proceeded from a conicioufnels of the fupe-
rior military prowefs of the Moors. .

Some of his troops arrived in the neighbourhood of Madrafs be-
fore Mr. De la Bourdonnais’s departure, and {oon after, his eldeft
fon, Maphuze Khan with the reft,  The whole army zmounted to
10,000 men, and invefted the town: two deputies were immediately -
fent to treat with him, and thefc he kept prifoncrs, The Fredeh
governor had received orders from Mr, Dupleix to refrain as long as
poffible from committing any hoftilitiesagainft Maphuze Khan, who
imputed this inaftion to fear: and Maving reccived information of
the difpofitions which Mr. De la Bourdonnais Lizd made for the at-
tack of the place, he endeavoured to initate them ; great heups of
faggots and earth were brought to the fpot where the French had

erected one of their batteries of mortars againft the town: here the
L Moors

f
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Moors intended to form a battery of their cannon, which were (o
“old, as not to be fired without rifk to thofe who managed them,

A fhallow river rau along the weftern-fide of Madr.u.» : its outlet
to the fza was about 700 vards to the fouth of the White Town ;
but this was generally ftopped by a mound, formed of the fands,
which were continually thrown up by the furf.  This obftruttion
confining the waters ot the river, rendered it ¢f as much defence as
a wet ditch to that part of the tewn by which it paffed. The Na-
bob's army intended to efcalade the Black Town, of which the walls
were low, and the baftions of very hittle ftrength ; this bad been the
projet of Mr. De la Bourdonnais.  To facilitate their approach to
the walls in a general affault, they employed a great nimber of men
to cut through the meound of find; a practice which they were in-
formed the Englhth always made vie of, whenever they thought it
neceflary to drain the river. At the fume time a large body of
troops took pofleflion of a {pring lying about three miles to the north
of the town, which was the only fource from which the inhabitunts
were fupplied with good water. Thefe meafures thewed a degree
of intelligence very uncommon m the military operations of the
Moors. The French finding the waters of the river decreafe, and
their communication with the {pring wnterrupted, commenced hofti-
lities, and fired from the baftions of the Black and White Town,
upon the Moors, wherever they appeared; who immediately re-
treated, from the mound, and the reft of their ftations, which were
expofed to this five ;3 but fhill kept pofieflion of the ground near the
[pring, which was out of the reach of cannon-fhot from the town.

The next dd)’, being the 224 of Oftober, a body of 400 men,
with two ficld pieces, marched out of the town, and attacked that
guarter of the Nabob’s army, which was encamped to the north-
weft, between the town and the fpring. Their cavalry mounted
on the firfl alarm, and unitmg their iquadrons, advanced with the
appearance of refolution. Having never experienced the cffeét of
ficld pieces, ‘they had no conception that it was poflible to fire,
with execution, the fame piece of cannon five or fix times in a
minute ;. for in the aukward management of their own clumfy

artﬂlcrv..
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artillery, they think they do well if they fire once in a quarter of an
hour. The French detachment concealed their two field pieces be-
hind their line, until the enemy’s cavalry approached near cnough to
fecl the full effcét of them; when the line opening to the right and
left, the ficld picces began to firc: two or three of the enemy’s
horfes were killed by the firft difcharge, which threw the whole
body into confufion : however they kept their ground {fome time, as
if waiting for an intermiffion of the fire; buty finding that it con-
tinued with vivacity, they took to flight with great precipitation.
The French plundered their tents and baggage without interruption,
and took two pieces of cannon, {fo little fit for fervice, that they
fiung them into a well. They did not lofe a man in the attack,
and killed about feventy of the Moors.

Maphuze Khan, immediately after this defeat, collefted all his-
troops iuto one camp, about two miles to the weftward of the town :
but upon hearing that the French expected a reinforcement from
Pondicherry, he quitted this camp the next day, and took poffeffion
of St. Thom¢, a town fituated about four miles to the fouth of
Madrafs. p

This place, once in the poffeffion of the Portuguefe, and during
the timc of thewr profperity in India famous for the fplendor and
riches of its inlabitants, has long fince been reduced to a town of
little note or refort, although it fhill gives title to a Portuguefe bithop.
The town had no defence, excepting here and there the remains of
a ruined wall: a river ran into the fea from the weft, about a quar-
ter of a mile to thg fouth of the town.  Maphaze Khan took poffef-
fion of the ftraud between the river and the town with his whole
army, and planted his artillery along the bank of the river. -

On the 24th of October the French detachment arrived, by break
of day, at the bank of the river oppofite to St. Thomé, and found
the Nabol’s troops, horfe and foot, dtawn up on' the other fide, to
oppofe their paffage. It hald been concerted, that a party of 400
men fhould march from Madrafs, and attack the Moors on the north-
ern fide of the town, at the fame time that the detachment from
Pondicherry attacked them on the fouth : but the troops from Ma-

Lz © o qrafs
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On tht pth of' june at mght the Engh{h 20 gun thip returned frc 5
a crp:zc, and brought mtelhgcncc to Fort St. David, that fhe f‘ia.d' i J 1% “
c9vcrcd feven large fhips and two fmaller veflels to the fouth. Thcfé,,
were the French fquadron which had failed from Mauritius in thc
latter end of Aprzl. The Epghih {quadron, lately reinforced by -
three fhips: frpm England, was now compofed of three fhips of 6o .
%hrcc of 50, t’.lrec of 40, and ‘one of 20 guns. Thcr : W 3
anc road; but the rudders of two of the | 40.gun thips were
unhung, and Mr. Gnﬁn and fcwml of the officers were on' hore, '
where many of the men were likewife, in the hofpital. k. SRS
_During the fouthern monfoon the wind blows couﬁantly from
the fouth-weft in all parts of the Bay of Bengal, except at the
thftance of 10 or 15 leagues from the land ; and here it gcncrally
chan,gcs in 24 hours, blowing a part of this time from the feg
fouth-eaﬁ, and duriug the reft from the land at 5pth-weﬁ~' tlag,ﬁn
wind generally rifes about midnight, and lafts till noonf, 'hd}q

not qlways couﬁned to ﬂtus interval ; qu fome days it mnu@eg

heeviting. other times, when b
or four days ?&ggxt mtc*.rruptxonn Tﬁ gam& ¢
‘tinues more than £2 hours, and is gcnci'ally preccdﬁl by a
,mvg} of calm., During t the fouthern monfoon the' curre
_ncay the land as out at fea, tlrwe ﬁ'rongly to the north.
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d with the ﬂ:a-,m f.ﬂtﬁb near ﬂik hore, !
' to avail themfelves again of the lahd- wind asﬁﬂi;l'as it EE in.
‘thefe operations a veﬂ‘el that fails well fometimes gets ten or
ﬁ n miles to the fouth in a day; but it is not uncommon to fee
others employed a month in getting only 160 miles to the fouthward.
On the 1oth of June at an hour and a half after #ioon the French -
fhips were difcerned in the fouth-eaft. The fea-wind was fet in, and
they were failing direétly before it toward Fort St. David. The
pofition of the Englith fquadron, at anchor near the land to leeward,
rendered it impofiible for them to get nearer the enemy during the
M-ﬁ'md for had they weighed anchor immediately, the neareft
arfe they could have made would have been to the north-eaft out
fﬂ, and this would very foon have carried them to leeward of
a1t i’ ondicherry. Mr. Griffin therefore determined not to w eigh an-
$% thor till night,"when the land-wind fhould fet in : in the interval the
' men on fhore were ordered to join their fhips. At four in the after-
noon the French fquadron, being within three leagues of the road,
w their courfe, and plied to the fouth-weft. This operation
el 'thc'Enghfh believe that they kept to windward with intention
: # f’ond;chcrry at all events. About midnight the Englith put
o tﬁ fea with the land-wind, endeavourmg to keep in the latitude of
. F-Mt St. David; and in the morning they fhortened fail, in expec-
on every minute of feeing the enemy again to the fouth ; but
- before, the evening they fell to leeward of Pondicherry, when Mr.
vnﬁu finding his expectations deceived, made fail to Madrafs, where
he arrived the next evening, and found no French fhips in the road.
: Tth'reneI}p fquadron was commanded by ﬂ Bmet, gcmrﬂor
Karica ho Ripirio
_ﬁﬁﬂ“ ﬂgﬁ!&' ﬂft St. David,
believe !l':a; be mtenﬂed to en-
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for the fervice of Pondicherry.. Having thus effe@ted the defign of -

‘his voyage, he put out to {ea on his return to Mauntms before the
Englith {quadron appearcd in ﬁght of Madrafs.

‘Mr. Dupleix perceiving that the Englith !quadrdn had failed to‘

Madrafs, from whence they could not return to Fort St. David in
fome days, determined to avail himfelf of their abfence, and make
another attack upon Cuddalore. Eight hundred Europeans, with
1000 Sepoys, marched from Pond;cherry, and making a circuit in-
land, arrived on the 17th of June in the morning within three miles
of Cuddalore, at the hills of Bandapolam. Hcrc they halted during
the day, and intended at night to attack Cuddalore by furprize.

Major Lawrence receiving intelligence of this defign, ordered the

rifon to march and the cannon to be removed to Fort St. David,
intending by this operation to make the French beligve that he did
not think the place tenable. As foon as night came on, the garrifon,
angmented to thé number of 400 Europeans, together with the
cannon, were fent back to Cuddalore, with the precautions neceffary
to prevent the enemy from receiving intelligence of their return.
The ftratagem fucceeded. 2

At midnight the French advanced with fcaling ladders, which
they no fooner began to apply to the walls than they received the fire
of all the mufketry from the ramparts, together with that of four
or five pieces of cannon loaded with grape-fhot. This unexpected
refiftance ftruck the whole body, officers as well as foldiess, with a
panic. Moft of the men flung away their arms without firing a
thot: but the precipitation of their flight prevented the Englith ﬁrc

from doing much execution amongft them : nor did their fears qwl:_

them when arrived at the place of their encampment; for cxp;&-

ing to be followed, they marched on without halting until they came

to the bounds of Pondicherry.
It was now fome time that Mr. Duple;x had, with great a.&mg.y,
been employed in making difpofitions to refift an armament bound

o the Kaft Indies under the command of admiral Bofcawen, of '

tination the French at Pondicherry, as well as theﬁl}zhﬂ'
rt St. David, had received intelligence, This armament con-
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* the Eaft !ndla comjmny’s’ ips were likewife employed to "!!ﬁ
~ men., This fleet left’ England in chexmber,‘ and the greateft part
arrived at the Cape of Good Hope the latf:cr end of March, but five
thips not until the ‘15th of April. “They were ere joined at the Cape

¢ 4oo foldiérs. "The trdops having been landed to re-
‘were all’ mﬁab&;kea before‘the 26th of April, when it was
ded to faﬂ ; but contr rary winds and weather detained the fleet
~ on the Sth of May, when they 1éfe the Cape, ‘bound to the ifland
=N Nﬁm‘&:us, which Mr. Bofcawen was ordcred to attack in his way
0 'to'the coaft of Coromandel.

' .f Chin The Pbrtuguefe in their firlt nawgat:ons to [ndla, difcovered thrce
oY "iﬂtnds, lying to the eaftward of Madagafcar, between the 19th and
e ‘Jatitude. “The moft weftern of thefe, from the name
rfon whio ‘diftovered it, they called Mafcarenhas ; but the

1 f-f'.‘ " Bou 'ban,vwhmh ‘now prevails.  The eaftern 1fland the Portuguefe
B ? “ﬁﬂéﬂ Diego Reys which name it retains to this day ;. and that be-
" tween Bourbu’h’hﬂd Diggo Reys they called Cerne, probably from a
pofition that it was the Cernc of the ancients.. ‘The Dutch, when
ma ¢ this a ftation of refrefhment for their thips coming from

' c:lfed it Maﬁrmua thc Fteucb, whtn meymk poITeﬁion of

-- 3Il,'f L ‘ti,,_. ,mﬁm-y ftores, and the regular troops, which ‘amounted to 3400 .

_b_ fix ggd hlbngin to ‘the’[‘)titéh “Eaft Tndia company, on board
of ‘wer

- when they took pofleffi onof it in 1673, gave it the name of

-

: ﬂr



ib*thét in whatever view it xasf'aen ammwwﬁnmm
furface rifing out of the fea. The French took on of it in the
year 1665, and finding the foil rich, cultivated it with great ¥is
it now produces wheat, and moft of the garden vegetables of M
as well as thofe of India, with many fruits peculiar to both elm
the mango, China orange, and peach, grow in great plenty and in
great perfeftion. But the principal object of their agnculture, ﬁ
what has rendered the ifland of importance in their commerce, is the :
cultivation of the coffee-tree, of which they brought the plants from i ,
Beit-ul Fakih in Arabia; and thefe have thriven fo well, that the
ifland now produces 2000 tons of coffee every year. - The cultivation
of this tree, as well as moft other fervices of toil, are performed by
‘Caffre flaves brought from Africa and Madagafcar. The Fre:
have a breed of horfes, which, though fmall, are efteemed krﬂwg
~ bardinefs ; and they have reared beeves, goats, theep, and hogs, in o
{ufficient quantities to {upply the wants of the inhabitants, although
not in fuch plenty as to furnith provifion for their fhipping ; but this
negleét feems to have arifen from the facility and cheapnefs where-
with thefe and other provifions may be procured from thqwcﬂ:em fide
of Madagafcar, where they have fettlements.  Several ies from
France eftablithed themfelves here foon after the French took poffef~ -. o
fion of it, and from them are defcended the prefent mhabuama, wha N
are now multiplied to the number of 4000, of which 1000 are n,"“'.*:"_ _
-~ capable of bearing arms : thefe have not degenerated from their - 1
_ceﬂ:ors but on the contrary are a racé fo remarkable for MM*Q’ "
pmportlou, as well as for health and ftrength, that they gqjuﬂ, Bin v
exceed in thefe qualities, the moft athletic of the European na W{Jﬁ%
*ﬁeyarc the only colony of Europeans eftablithed within ﬂlﬂ tropics
~which have preferved thefe advantagcs. v AT LA
 The inconveniencies arifing from the want uf a port

' 'Emch.to takupoﬁ'eﬁion omemg. T}
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K g‘ © tervals between them, inftead of vallies, form only beds of torrents ;
~ and thefe are choaked with vaft fragments of ftone torn from the
rock above. The fummits,of thefe mountains are covered with

* forefts of ebony and other large trees, and the ground under the
fhade of the trees produces herbage, fhrubs, and plants of various
forts, from the common grafs to the ftrongeft thorn, in fuch pro-
fufion that they form a thicket fo clofely” interwoven, that a ftep
I @m&t be made, but with the hatchet in hand. © Many plantations
' hive been raifed with fuccefs on thefe mountains, and fome improve-
“ments made on the plain to the north-eaft ; but the produétions, alths'
moftly of the fame kind, are in lefs quantity, and in lefs perfcétion
1 than at Bourbon: it produces no coffee ; but, by the induftry of M.
De la Bourdonnais, fugar, indigo, and.cotton, whicli are not at Bour-
-i ~ 'bon, were cultivated here with fuccefs; and although thefe plan~
e Whﬂw been much negleted fince his departure, they may at
be recovered. They are at this time endeavouring to culti-
'm"ﬁ)e genuine cinnamon, from plants procured at Ceylon ; but
iy I'. 1 M‘pﬁ they do not perifh, willinall probability, from the difference
~of foil and climate, greatly degenerate. Iron mines have been dif-
yvered in the mountains, near the plain to the north-eaft ; and, the
~‘mountiinsfupplying great quantities of fucl, forges have been erecied ;
i‘ lﬂﬁﬁ tﬁam produced is brittle, and is made into cannon-balls and
zﬁfm ‘Beeves, fheep, and goats, are preferved with

culty : the beeves generally die before they have been a

1 the M and are therefore frequently imported from Ma-
nﬂ& other parts. Common domeftic fowls breed in great
‘ :.QM‘wnh%u&guﬂk furnith a great part of the food of
ts; #ho.hmmulhplwdwryhttie by marri-
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folftice, when it is interrupted by hard gales and hurricanes from the ™

north. The facility with which this wind enables fhips to enter the it

fouth-eaft port, induced the French, when they firft took poffeffion of
the ifland, to give the preference to this harbour ; but on finding that
the fame wind often rendered the paffage out o difficult thata thipwas
fometimes obliged to wait a fortnight before fhe could put to fea, they
Jeft it, and have ever fince made ufe of the other harbour. This lies
nearly in the middle of the north fide of the ifland ; and its entrance is
through a channel formed by two thoals, which advance about a mile
mto the fea. When a fhip arrives oppofite to this channel, the fouth-
eaft wind hinders her from entering the port under fail ; and fhe muft
either warp in with cables, or be towed in by boats : the neceflity of
this operation, joined to the narrownefs of the channel, which does
not afford paffage for two thips a-breaft, is one of the grcatcﬁ difficul-
ties an enemy would meet with in attacking the harbour ; for although
there are two forts, and as many batteries, which command the chan~

nel, yet thefe might eaﬁ'ly be reduced, if thips of force could approach . 4

them under fail. This port is capable of containing 100 fail, and is 5

provided with all the neceffaries for repairing and even for building Uy

of thips. The entrance of the fouth-eaft port is defended by batteries;
and an army landed here would meet with great difficul t&e_s'»iit paffing
over the mountains to the other parts of the ifland. There are fe-
veral places, between the north-eaft extremity and the north port,
where boats may land ; but thefe accefles are defended by batteries,, -

‘and the country behind them is a continued thicket : the reft of the .

‘coaft is inacceffible ; and the French, relying on the ‘difficulties df vz

approaching the fhore, had made no fortifications in any part of the

ifland ‘to obftruét the progrefs of an enemy when landed. e

The greateft extent of Diego Reys is 27 miles: it is full of rocks,

‘which harbour great numbers of land-tortoifes of a very large fize,

‘which are efteemed excellent food: here the French'keepa detach-

‘meiit of men, who are employed in catching thefe animals for the

|

.-"' "T:-"‘.’.f--'”.f of Mauriﬁus and’ thxs is ‘the pnnmpdl ue they)m.&




‘foﬁth-ca& tmde-wmd ohhges hll ﬂ'nfn Wﬁ efe iflands
proach them from the caft. The pd&gad'roh Diego. Mm“
uritivs is performed in two days, and from Mauritius to Bour-
o7 e ‘bon in one . but it requires near a month to go from Bourbon either
| to Mauritius or Diego Reys: from April to O&ober the voyage from
Mauritius to the coaft of Coromandel is eafily performcd in a month,
Thefe iflands being out of the track of common mtcllagence, a large
armament, fent in detail from France, may rendezvous in the port
of Mauritius, and from thence arrive in India before any mtc!l;gence
/ leed there either of its ftrength or deftination : hefice it 1s evi-
dentyithat, if we have any regard to our fettlements in India, the re-
o i on of this place ought to be one of the firft objeéts of our atten-
- ﬁ"ﬁm in the beginning of a war with France. The poffeffion of
* Mauritius would probably be followed by the voluntary fubmiflion of
. Bnurbon, or would-certainly render it of no ufe to the French for the
5 pm;pofes of war.
. The fleet was«thuty-,ﬁvc days in its paffage from thc Cape of Good :
to Mauritius, and came in fight of the €aftern coaft on the 23d
atday-break. Three of the Dutch fhips were miffing, having
red from the reft in bad weather. As foon as the fhips came
~m¢h-¢a& point of the ifland, they proceeded along the north-
m.ﬂ: in a line of battle a-head, the men of war leading, and
" mmyany’s-ﬂnpafoﬂowmg them ; and before night they had ad-
H qu:& within two leagues of the port, and came to anchor in a
M,@f bay lying between the mouths of two fmall rivers. They
' .zﬂ@OWDnIgtwoplagq;along,yasﬂmmwh@gthc-
gkq;mgg;feemed to mﬁpm a poﬁibﬂlt}g pf making a




upon by eight d:ﬁbrent Eﬂttertes pIanted along the fhore, as well as
from the forts at the entrance of the harbour, where a large thip of
two tiers lay at anchor; with her broadfide acrofs it ; and that there
were twelve other fhips at anchor-within the harbour, four of which
were of force, and equipped for fervice. ~As foon as it was dark the
barges of the fix line of battle fhips were fent to found, and on their
return reported that a recf of rocks ran all along about 20 -yards
from the fhore, which rendered it impofiible for bnats to land, except
at the entrance of the rivers over-againft which the fleet was at
anchor, or at the harbour itfelf: here they had difcovered, that the
chaunel leading into it was not more than 100 fathem wide, and
that this entrance would be fubjeét to the greateft difficulties by the
oppofition of the fouth-eaft wind. Upon receiving this intelligence,
the admiral called a council of war, compofed of the principal land
and fea officers, and, it was refolved, that, as they were ignorant of
the ftrength of the enemy, three armed boats fhould be fent to en-
deavour to land in the night, and take by furprize a man from the
fhore, from whom mtelhgcnce might probably be obtained : this was
attempted, but in vain. The next morning, the 25th of ' June, the
council of war affembled again, and were of opinion, that although
their force was fufficient to reduce the ifland, yet the attack, and the

maintenance of it when taken, would not onlyretard, but might proba-

bly difable the armament from undertaking the fiege of Pondicherry,
which Mr. Bofcawen was inftruéted to confider as the prinéipal ob-
je& of his deftination : it was therefore refolved to proceed to the
coaft of Coromandel without delay, that the fquadron might arrive
there in time to aét before the change of the monfoon in October..
Thie ifland would certainly have been reduced, if the conqueft of
it had been the principal objeét of the armament ; for the whole of
ﬁiermm force confifted only of 500 regular troops, 200 European
mﬁﬁxtants diftiplined as militia, 1500 Caffre flaves on whofe fervice
' md’_mhmm the F rmch ha.d httlc rchancc. amd 1000 Iailom hei

1748

——

g 0
;, (2
A *‘

e
-
| ry




ﬁ_w uf the enemy’s fhips and batteries. But it hﬁ beﬁn dlﬁomud
™ that the fouth-calt wind generally blows with leaft ftrength about
 fun-rife ; and it alfo happens, on four or five days at intervals in the
 courfe of a month, that early in the morning this wind ceafes in the
- northern part of the ifland for an hour or two, when a breeze rifes,
< although faintly, from the north-weft: during which a fhip fta-
B ‘tioned at the entrance of the chanuel, to avail herfelf of this breeze,.
may enter the harbour and ply her cannon under fail. :

¢ flect left the ifland the 27th of June, when the Diitch thips,
«ujw joined by one of their comrades which had parted company
¢ ?"*ﬂurmg the paffage, quitted the Englifh, and failed away for ﬂatgvna.-
‘ and Mr. Bofcawen fteered for the ‘coaft of Coromandel, by the
'[‘l‘? “'. ~ neareft paffage, between the iflands and thoals that lie to the north

" ‘of Mauritius ; he arrived on the 29th of July at Fort St. David,
Iy where he found the {quadron under Admiral Griffin, who refigned
B the command to him, and a few days after proceeded with a ﬁxty-

gun fhip and two frigates to Trinconomaly, from whence in the
~ month of January he fet fail with them to England.
~ The junétion of the two fquadrons formed the greateft marine e
bekmgmg to any one European nation that had ever been. feen to-
'l # gether in the Eaft Indies ; for it confifted of more than 30 fhips, none
are *"f" wf ‘which were of h:ﬁl I:han 500 tons burden, and 13 of them men of
L WJ:&,';thc line. Every perfon attached to the Englifh caufe, who be-

;.and no one doubted that the lofs of Madrafs; w,quld !;e m;-
by | 'Qaupture of Pond:chq'rg : é
M St. David to enable Mr. Bofcawen cee

s -udm&bf-xthofAumft e st Ko S onich

Twelve independent companies of 100 mene Bog marines be-
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' 2000 &apoym, paid b} thc oompany, who as yet we fcarccly better.
difciplined than common Peons. The Nabob An’war-odean, ftill
changing fides, as he found the French or E nglith affairs gaining the

advantage, promifed to fend a body of 2000 horfe, but only 300 came,

and they towards the end of the fiege. The heavy cannon and the
cumbrous ftores were laden on board the fhips, which proceeded before
the army, and anchored two miles to the fouth of Pondicherry.
The company’s agents at Fort St. David had gained very little in~
telligence neceflary to dire¢t Mr. Bofcawen in his operations; for
when the army approaching near the bounds of Pondicherry, came in
fight of the fort of Ariancopang, there was no perfonwho could give a
defcription of the place : however, it was determined that it thould be
taken before the army proceeded any farther. An engineer of the
* company’s troops was ordered to reconnoitre it, but was afraid to go
near enough to make certain obfervations : ‘he however reported that
the fort itfelf was of little ftrength, but that it was covered by an en~

trenchment. A deferter likewife reported that it was garrifoned only

by 100 Sepoys: on which Mr. Bofcawen determined to ftorm the
place. Accordingly a detachment of 700 men marched at day-break
againft the caft fide of the fort to attack what they fuppofed the en-
trenchment, which on a nearer approach they difcovered to be a heap
of ruins; they likewife perceived that the fort itfelf was a' triangle
regularly fortificd with three cavaliers, a deep dry ditch full of pit-
talls, and a covered way. Thefe works were fufficient tq proteét
the place from a fudden onfet, even had it been only garrifoned as the
deferter had reporteq ; inftead of which it was defended by 100 Eus
ropeans and 300 Sepoys, under the command of Captain Law, an
active officer. The Englifh troops were immediately affailed from”
the walls with mufketry and grape-fhot; and although they had
brought no fcaling-ladders, the fear of fhame kept them ia reach of

the enemy’s fire, until 150 were either %killed or wounded, MRJDI’

5 Gq@ua, the moft experienced officer ‘of the king's troops%
- mort: ymgundcd in this attack.
This b uagenng dlfa&cr grcatly a&'e&ed thc ﬁm-m of_ the mw.
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' .4.& danded from th\l]‘nps The French, knowing the a&vmhgé«f‘ gain-
& ing time at this feafon of the year, prudently determined to defend
the fort as long as poffible.  On the oppofite fide of the river which

" “yuns to the north, and clofe by the fort of Ariancopang, they éreéted
a battery of heavy cannon to obftruct and enfilade the approaches to
the fort. The Englith engineers erefted a battery in the plain on
the fouth fide of the river, to oppefe and filence that of the enemy ;
but fuch was their neglett in reconuoitring, or their want of fkill in
their art, that when at' day-break they opened the battery, moft of

- the guns were found to be intercepted from the fight of the enemy’s
by a thick wood. The artillery officers now offered their fervice to
‘ereét another, which they compleated with fufficient fkill before the
“  next morning: and for greater fecurity, threw up before it an en-
trenchment, in which a large detachment, confifting of foldiers and
- failors, was pofted. At day-break the battery began to play on that
| ofthe enemy, and the fire was continued for fomeé time on both fides,

' with little execution done on either. Befides the troops within the
. . fort, a body of 60 European cavalry encamped without the walls.
- This cavalry, fupported by infaftry, advanced to the entrenchment
- where the failors were pofted, who ftruck with confternation at their

. appearance, took flight, and communicated their panic to the regular
. troops. The French cavalry purfued them to the battery, by the fire
' of which they were, however, foon repulfed. Major Lawrence com-
manded this day in the entrenchment, and rather than participate of
4 the ignominy of taking flight with the troops, remained there with
| twoor: thmoﬁcefs he was difarmed, and obliged to furrender him-
: i waFrenchm)oper,who knowing, it is probable, the
cfhnpmmmedutdyhmmdhmwayby the fide of his

1 to Ariancopang.
- The fameday a large quantity of gunpowder taking fire in the ene-
" my's battery, blew it up, and ncar 100 men were either killed or dif=
' ed by the explofion. TimdMqrﬁ:mckﬁdlatcrroramongﬁ

bers with m‘mqw undermined the fortifications, and

who mmeﬂmthefou,thaﬁmhama&ertheyfetﬁmm- 2




ifh faw the expioﬁnn, rhey marched up and toaﬁpoﬁeﬂion of the . __-.-
ruins. Thus fortunately delivered, the army did not immediately
proceed to Pondlcherry, but remained five days longer at Arianco-
pang, employed in repairing the fort, in which it was determined to
leave a garrifon ; for it was apprehended, that during the ﬁege a de- W |
tachment of the enemy’s troops might again take pofleffion of it, and
from hence be eniabled to intercept convoys, or harrafs the army. . é

The town of Pondicherry was fituated about 70 yards from the jg

fea-fhore : its extent within the walls was a little more than a mile
from north to fouth, and about 1100 yards from eaft to weft: it
was fortified on the three fides to the land with a wa)l and rampart,
flanked by eleven baftions ; and two half-baftions were at the north
and {outh extremities neareft the fea: thefe works were furrounded
by a ditch, and an imperfet glacis. The eaftern fide was defended
by feveral low batteries, capable of mounting 100 pxcccs of cannon,
which commanded the road ; and within the town was built a cita-
del, too fmall to make a long defence. The greateft part of the
ground lying round the town was inclofed, at the diftance of a mile

from the walls, by a hedge of large aloes and other thorny plants pe- 5
culiar to the country, intermixed with great numbers of coco-nut
and palm-trees, which altogether formed a defence impenetrable to
eavalry, and of very difficult paffage to infantry : this inclofirre began
at the north, clofe by the {ea-fhore, and continued five miles and a
half, defcribing a large fegment of a femi-circle, until if joinéd'thq- ’
river of Ariancopang to the fouth, at about a mile and a half from
the fea-thore, and.in this part the courfe of the river ferved to com-
pleat the line of defence. There were five roads leading_ from the
town into the adjacent country, and at each of the openings in the
hedge was built a redoubt mounted with cannon. It is probable that
.-the hedge. at the fame time that it was intended to be a defence
fudden incurfions, marked the limits of the territory conceded

by the prince of the country to the French, when they firft eftablithed
mm at Pondicherry ; and hence obtained the pame of the




the fouth-weft part of the town, From hence a deﬂchp@at wm
'_",, me day to attack the north-weft redoubt of the be
e thich the enemy abandoned without refiftance, notwsthﬂnndmg&' '
"  was capable of making a defence that would have coft the Enghﬂt
many lives, had they been obliged to ftorm it. The garrifons in all
the other redoubts were foon after withdrawn. _
By the advice of the engineers, it was determined to attack the town -
on the north-weft {ide ; and, to facilitate the communication between

thc ﬂec; and the camp, the ﬂups were {tationed to the North of the

3 ﬁ\ﬁa the 3oth of Auguftat mght the army opened ground, at the dif-
R ' of 1500 yards from the walls: by this the engineers thewed
RS themfelves little fkilled in their art ; for it is the general praétice in
f k‘* fieges, to make the firft parallel within 800 yards of the covered way.
" In the morning’a detachment of 150 men, from the trench firft
.'.'7. j thrown up, were ordered to lodge themfelves abouteroo yards nearer
‘ the town, and being fupplied with working tools, foon covered them-
ke _Wom ‘the fire of the enemy’s cannon. About noon 500 Euro-
~ peans and yoo Sepoys fallied frony the town under the command of
Paradis, and attacked both trenches at the fame time : they were re-
edat both, and loft 100 men, and feven officers; amon glt the latter
eir commander Paradis. Enfign Clive diftinguifhed himfelf with
pnch gallantry in the defence of the advanced trench ; of which we
- donot repeat the defeription publithed in our firft Siosof this work,
becaufe we are informed, that that defeription is very erroneous.

' Ih; approachee were continued, but carried on very flowly, from
- in fuch operations. Two batteries of three
raifec  within 1200 yards of the town, to check any future
. dallies. When @emyﬁrﬁopmd ground, the bomb-ketch was
2 ‘,grdm to hombard the citadel night and day : butin a very few days
the Wy bgglam bopbuﬂ hcr.amlgo;her diftance fo exatly, that

Jone of their the , and another threw the
e &ekmt,mtefthcrmhof'f-

and .hmbnrd i
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nnd one chy a detachment eféqrung two pieces of ba.ttermg cannon 1748,
was defeated, and the cannon taken. Some troops were fent imme- .

diately to recover them ; but could not come up before the enemy &
bad conveyed them under fhelter of the ramparts. 5 ;ﬂ

After much hard labour the trenches were advanced within 8co oA
yards of the walls, when it was found impoffible tocarry them on any |
nearer ; for a large morafs extended itfelf before this part of the town, « |

and the French had preferved a back water, with which they over=
flowed not only the morafs, but likewife all the ground lying between.
the trenches and the foot of the glacts. During the aproaches, and the
conftruction of the batteries on the ed ge of the morafs, the enemy kept
up a conftant fire on the working parties, by which many were killed.
Two batterics were finithed and bcgan to fire on the 26th of Sep~
tember, one of eight, the other of four pieces of cannon, of 18 and: ;
24 pounders ; a bomb-battery of five large mortars and fifteen royals,. v
and another of fifteen cohorns were likewife ereéted. The French.
now opened feveral embrafures in the curtain, and began likewife tor o
fire from two or three batteries on the creft of the glacis, infomuch
that the fire of the befieged was double that of the befiegers.. Mr.
Bofcawen, willing to employ all the means of annoyance in his power,,
ordered the fhips to batter the town; and before the next morning,
all the thips of two tiers had warped within the diftance of 1000
yards of the walls, the fhallownefs of water not permitting them: to: ~ B
~approach nearer : the cannonading was inceflant, and terrible n. .
' appearance; but of no real effeét; for the diftance of the thips, and. ~ +
the motion of the*fea, hindered the thot from ftriking fucceffively
the fame obje@t. The French at firft withdrew a great number qf‘- )
their artillery-men from the land fide, and employed them in _
qamﬁ the fhips from the batteries which comimanded the road; but:
pemu{vmg the little damage that the town fuftained from the ﬁm cﬂ-
ihqﬂups, they flackenced their defence on that fide, and, :ene,w,gd;mi
t@* hndﬁde with as much vigour ag before.. i
cannonadmg from the fhips continued until mgt;t, whmMra -

ﬁ
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gfrom exccuting this intention : remmmng therefore in the W
ons, they began early in the morning to cannonade - thelmm

' 2 apain, from w hcucc they were fired upon with more vivacity than
& the day before; but at noon the wind changing, the fhips' movell
& farther from the fhore, and the firing ceafed on both fides. “Only
I two perfons were killed on board the fleet, the onea common failor,
*  the othercaptain Adams, commander of the Harwich, a 50 gun thip.
E The French gave out that the fire from the fhips had, in the two
. days, done no other execution than that of killing a poor old Mala-
ks bﬁ;wotnan in the ftreet.
[ ﬁe firt from the batteries continued three days longcr, during
. that from the town increafed, and difmounted nine pieces of
I.‘

L cannon. Very little impreffion had been made on the defences,
dr ﬂckueﬁs prevailed in the camp, the weather likewife had changed, and
 the rainy monfoon was begun three weeks earlier than it ufually fets
.+ in: a council of war was therefore fummoned on the 30th of Sep-
: - tember, who, apprehenfive that the rains, which at, or foon after, their

lﬁrﬂ‘ﬂttmgm generally overflow the whole country, might render the

_ ‘,‘ : ﬁhﬂl of the cannon and heavy ftores impraéticable, and fearing
' \7‘ wife that the thips might be driven off the coaft by hard gales of
% L ﬁhmlr. !m'ammm:ﬂy determined to raife the fiege without delay.

; " Five days were employed in fhipping the cannon and heavy ftores,

ﬁeﬁmymg the batteries, and reimbarking the failors; and on the 6th
- of O&ober the troops began to march to Fort St. David ; but halted:

at Ariancopang, and blew up the fort : the rains had already ren~
- dered the roads very difficult to be paffed. On a réview of the army,
itywas found, that during the fiege there had perifhed in ation and
by ficknefs 757 foldiers, 43 artillery-men, and 265 feamen; in all
1065 Europeans: very few of the Sepoys were killed, for they had




'cgnﬁ%d'only of Ica} mww'e reduétion of this little fort, ﬂeﬁﬁs e
caufing the lofs of 140 men, together with two of t&aimﬁ ex- "1;
petmneedoﬂicers,andﬂambydaﬁonmgwgthcmﬁﬁopt the pr grels 'r"\
of the whole army eigliteen days. . When arrived before the tows :L
Mr. Bofcawen, unexperienced in military opcratlons by land, wM
in obedience to his inftrutions, on the opinion of the engmetﬂ;-# YO 5
made a great blunder in carrying on the attacks againft that part of gl L
the town, to which an infuperable morafs prevented them from aﬂ-
proaching nearer than 800 yards : and even had there been no morafs,
the fituation of the camp to the weftward would have been injudici-
oufly chofen, fince it fubjected the tranfporting,of the cannon ‘and k-
heavy ftores to a difficult paffage of two or three miles, wl]mhcwlem ﬂ T *
the labour of numbers of failors, and demanded frequcntd@tic“j'_
of foldiers to efcort and defend them from the fallies of the: q:emy
and the foldiers and failors thus employed were taken off from the
operations of the fiege, which required nothing lefs than the fervice
of every European in the camp. The north-fide was the part agamﬁ -
* which the attack ought to have been direted: for the groundin -:’ i
front of this fide was found, and would have permitted the approaches
to have been carried on to the foot of the glacis, without meeting
. with any natural impediments ; and the camp extending behind the A
lines to the northward, would have effectually protected ghe cax
and ftores, when fanded, from the danger of fallies ; and at tk
time have ﬁwcd the lahour and i mconvemcucws of tranfportm

iy
9l

'itfc]ﬂ Very few cxamplc& of gallant fervice were cxhibit'ed' duri
thefiege. The engineers were utterly unqualified for the enterp
- but the artillery-men and officers knew their bufinefs, and aly
- behaved with refolution ; and Mr. Bofcawen himfelf on all oc

-~ exer -the ﬁ\mc a&xwty and courage w*hkl; chftmgudhed' ]



-

~ The Fcrrz::hfangTe Dcums,asfoonastheﬁegeWasm:ﬁd,and
. gave as many demontftrations of joy, as if they had been relieved
X _gmihe greateft calamities of war. Mr. Dupleix fent letters to all
- the princes of Coromandel, and even to the Great Mogul himfelf,
wquamupgjhzm, ﬁ:athehndfepulfedthemoﬁ fdtm;dablz attack

;!m nation ..Thn mdeed was now regarded throughout
ﬁgmﬂyfupmortothat’oftheEnghﬂ:




Y ‘.t : frdxﬁ'etmn, the French with the utmoft ambition.
-'-."._,‘]'_:-F g

HE fquadron, foon after the raifing of the fiege of Pondiche:
left the coaft to avoid the ftormy monfoon : five fhips went to
Achin, and the reft to Trinconomalee; but Mr. Bofcawen himielf
remained with the land-forces at Fort St. David. In November
news arrived, that a ceffation of arms between Great Britain and
France had been proclaimed in the preceding April' but Mr. Bof~.
cawen was, noththﬁmdmg, inftruéted to remain in 4,Iml a it
fhould receive intelligence that the general peace was con
the beginning of January 1749, the {quadron returned to Fort S
David, and about the fame time Mr. Bouvet, with the fame fquadror
which had eluded Mr. Griffin, cam¢ again from Mauritius to Madrafs,
where he landed a large fum of money, together with 200 foldiers,
The fword was theathed, and it depended on the agenwaf the tqo oL
companies to re-affume in tranquillity their mercantile occup: )
but the war had brought to Pondicherry and Fort St. Dﬁwd"i‘
of troops greatly fuperior to any which either of the l:womﬁdﬁ
hitherto affembled in India; and as if it were impoffible that a
tary force, which feels itfelf capable of enterprizes, fhould
from attempting them, the two fettlements, no longer authc
fight againft cach other, took the refolution of employing their :
in the contefls of the princes of the country: the Englifh mtﬁ

\ unfortunate.prince, who about feven ycars beim;a;
. uTm;or:. came to Fort. §t.Dawd, and '




1 to whom the crown rrghtfully belonged,ﬂ i el
¥ 'fhc year, 1680, the king of Tanjore, attacked and we mﬁ%
£ w,} orpc wered.hy the king of Tritchinopoly, bq]led theMumm to
;" “'ﬁ:s affiftance, The famous Sevagee, who at that time relgnedr-om
Call thc Morattoc nations, fent his brother with a ﬁi&lg army, which
> foon Ieft the king of Tanjore nothing to fear from his encmy, but

‘ ing from thefe free booters; for they made out fo large an

- mﬁ, that all the riches in the kingdom would have
t to dﬂhwgc what they demanded : under pretcncé

| _‘": He reigned fix years, and left three fons. The eldeft,
ragee, w fycceeded by the next brother, Serbogoe, and he by the

wila .ﬁagce{ﬁmswhach took place amchgﬁ thefe coufin-
i than. feven years, Saujohee, who now appeared at
msﬂopﬁﬂl,and h:shmther Pratop-fing, born of one
srior wives of their father Serbogee, was placed on the
ro byths,gumﬂmmofthcmlpal men in the king--
Mhadwﬁ:ﬁnd much from the weak adminiftration of Sau-
Elghﬂi had certainly no right to interfere in his caufe.
offers he made of conceffions to the company in the king-
f Fanj le account given of him by the inter-
mo tlw,p-eﬁimcy and tht; belief too




about goinﬂes caft of Trichinopoly.
w’l‘he force- appmntdi’ for the mnqu‘uﬂ' ¢f Taagm
Europeans, and 1000 Sepoys, with four field pieces adl
mortars : the battering cannon and provifion for the troops
~ in four fhips, two of which were of the line. The army,
panied by Saujohee, left Fort St David in the latter end of M
on the 13th of April encamped oy the bank of the river Val-z
Iwhxch difembogues itfelf at Portonovo. In the evening the northern -
monfoon changed, and the fouthern commenced with a’hurncanc,,
which lafted with fuch violence until four o’clock the next mommg.
that the tents of the Englith camp were blown into rags, many of
the drdught bullocks and horfes were kﬂletl, and all the
ftores were fo much damaged, that the army was ebhgmls :
to Portonovo in order to repair the detriments it had fufhlma&a
they were informed that the ftorm had committed much greafwi- s
vages at fea: two of the company’s fhips were firanded hetw
Cuddalore and Fort St. David: the Apollo hofpital-fhip was loft,
with all her crew : the Pembroke, a 60 gun thip, which failed on the
expedition, was wrecked, and only fix of the crew ﬁwud and ﬁy i,. g
Namur of 74 guns, in which Admiral Bofcawen hoifted | ‘ﬂg,adi A
which wasthe fineft thip of her fize belongmg to the navy ¢ glaml.. ;e B
perithed, with 750 men. Fortunatcl‘y moft of the other m:p were
either at Trinconomalee, or in parts of the coaft to whwh &e
. vmlencc of the hugricane did not extend.
' The army having repaired its damages, left Portonovo, and r
ing by the great pagoda of Chilambaram, arrived at thebﬁ
armoftheCuhrgon HemCameope,who om

IQ‘




i T8 forced ﬁ'om Fort St. D.md with 100 Eumpw,ns and 500 Sepoys ;
i * * hethen croffed the river, which, although a mile broad, was fordable,
~ and, contrary to his expeCtation, the army met with little refiftance
from tha cnemy whﬂﬂ: they were paﬁ'mg it; but difficulties increafed

aur Jthgtn with arrow:, and the fire of their matchlocks ; whilft
X es of horfe and foot appeared in the circumjacent plains,
"thc rear and on the flanks, This being the firft expedition
the Englifh troops were engaged againft the forces of an
"‘_ prmcc, the foldiers were ftruck with no {fmall degree ¢ of fear,
aring the fuperior numbers of the efiemy with their own; but

-men preferved their refolution, and fired with fo much
-tﬁﬂ thcy kept the enemy at a diftance, and reftored the

pmen fecur:ug the flanks, and thc river the rear. A council

yar v "Be!d to deliberate whether they fhould proceed, or wait
‘more favourable advices than thofe hitherto received out of
Thn;om country; but whilft the council were fitting, a meffen-
w‘ﬁvea with poﬁtwc orders frorn Mr. Bofcawm to continug




g ﬁfu mtmued mmm- itk
qftbf!En h fometimes thre
tack.%talmys mnngmsfsq &ﬂhﬁ field-pieces began to
After a march of ten miles the troops halted, late in the. .'
mile to the caftward of Devi-Cotah : where they neith
received intelligence of the fhips; for not a man of 1
ventured near the army; and the lownefs of the graund, t
with the thick woods that covered it, prevented the fhips from be
difcovered, although they were at anchor near the mouth of the river
within four miles of the camp. '
The army, relying on the thips, had brought no more provxﬁm
than were neceflary for the confumption of three days, and were ¢
terred, by the numbers of the enemy, from fending detachments
procure any; at the fame time they were without ba&nng cannon.
Under thefe inconveniencies there appeared no means of reducing 4
the fort, excepting by a fudden affault, and the walls were too hi
to be eafily cfcaladed. Some propofed to advance the field-pieces i &
the night, and batter down the gates; which indeed was the only
ble method of attack ; but being deemed too defperate, it Was;
determined to endeavour to terrify the enemy by bomhdrdiug, l
place with cohorns.  Shells were thrown until the morning, ‘whes
the fire ceafed unul the next night : and before the next mo k
the fhells were expended, without having done any dam;ge to b ; 5
fort, or made any impreffion on the minds of the garrifons It w*&, il
therefore refolved to retreat without delay. | W] 3‘_,3 :
The army returned by the fame road it came. Durmg th;% BANE- A2
mile the country was covered with woods, from which the‘,
ﬁuﬂ“he ﬂiﬁk of the linc, not only with mufquetry, but alfo w
. pie huvyaml]cry which they had brought into the th
NIQ _plﬂam: of Europeans were getached tod&d
m&mm@m&o bank of a rivulet which tﬁe'
fed in -@e nmch to Dm-Cotah, dtmng the. re;ru&

(e e
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- rap;dly Thc th@,‘vho arric .
~~ the baggage, marched before the troops',‘atﬂﬁ oon
 the bank of the rivulet, were fired upouwnhm
'_.ib:ckets Timorous, as are all the lower cafts of &gy
: Plungq'd into the ftream, which was feven or elght feet &ep, and
~ prefling upon one another with outcries and confufion, loft by their
fears the ftrength neceffary to fave themfelves, and'in le than a
juarte: dau hour 400 of the poor wretches were drowned. The
oops, fpecators of this difafter, halied,andﬁmdh)chﬂodgethe
until the ﬁéa.had ebbed fuﬁ&nﬂy ; when they paffed the
thout interruption, and continuing their fetreat unmolefted,

! at Chilambarum late at night, much fatigued with the firs
iithes they had fuftained, and with a march of 15 miles: the next
!_‘-&}&ey returmed to Fort St. David,

Thn mtelhgegm gained during this expedition, convinced every
3 ﬁf Saujohae was deftitute of abettors amongﬁ: his
~The prefidency neverthelefs determined to continue

l‘m tion di notenewproceedfonmchfromthem-
ring mjohea,ﬂ from the defire of wiping out, byfe&
of havmg retrgated before the arms of an Indian
¢ views of making fome acquifitions to compenfate
3} ﬂ“almﬂy been incurred. The fort of Devi-
us country, in which manufaétures of lin-
pany’s trade are fabricated ; and the neigh-
.moﬁ fcrtlle part of mm of Cc
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was thnght wouldnbc-' amply ¢ ollelhion (
this place, even if no farther advanfagee aac:crue&@ﬁ the war. _1_

The whole body of the company’s troops, amounting with the artil
lery-men to 8oo Europeans, together with 1500 Sepoys, were of-
dered on the expedition, under the command of major I.aw:aenm
From the difficultits already experienced in approaching Dmﬂm_ s
by land, it was determined that the army fhould now proceed by fea: S e
the Europeans, with the artillery and baggage, were embarked on W =
board fix thips, three of the line and three belonging to the company,
and the Sepoys accompanied the fhips in large boats, ufed by the peo- R
ple of Coromandel to carry on their traffick along the coaft. Thg w{f 3
{els arrived at the fame mouth of the Coleroon where the ﬂuﬁs@i‘ x’
former expedition had anchored; and the troops and ftores o AR
boats up the arm of the river which led to Devi-Cotah, and were
landed on the oppofite fhore, from which it was determined to batter ,'
the fort, becaufe the ground on the other §de was marfhy and covered q
:*i_th woods, and the king of Tanjore’s army was encamped under

e walls. i

The fort was about a mile in &ircumference, having fix ‘unequal
fides ; and the walls were about 18 feet high, built with bricks, the
mafonry of which was in moft parts broad enough to form a rampart,
without any addition of earth : and were flanked at uncqua}dm; : -
by projeting towers, fome of which were circular, and others- R <.
The Englifh fired acrofs the river obliquely upon the caﬁcrnfﬁnf :
the fort from four 24 pounders, which in three days made a
ticable breach, The enemy did not return the fire, nor at

repair the breach, but employed themfelves in carrying - on.ﬁ" _ |
trenchment ﬁ'onl the bank of the river acrofs the fide of the fort !}
wh:ch the Englith attacked. ’ s g

The‘pa%Q of the troops over the river was rendered. 1 '_"' [ ¥
he rapidity of the ftream, and by the numbers who@taken =4
poMm of th ﬁuckctthwh covered the oppofite fhore. lqb,n e
arpenter belot ,"atnmafthemofwar,q&'emdhlsfw-g SR

ag caaa.hl:,;zf rcccmngwo meny which was |

o Q 4 Iaumhed .




Tied at famedﬁwwhjﬂ!f attery,
fixed on the opj Uaﬂt buttheﬂ:ah ns of th
this avery hazardous enterprize: the fame bavpen
the Tl offered to exccute this fervice likewile, st it the widale ofa- ar
very dark night fivam over the river, carrying the endof a rope with
him, which he faftened to the root of a large tree within a few yards of
one of the enemy’s advanced guards, by whom he was not difcovered.
¢ rope was fﬁiﬁuﬁi’ﬁe water, that the enemy might not perceive -
s next day, at two in the-afternoon, r.he firft detachment of

I ‘feans; with three field picces, embarked upon the raft ; at
' f:he the foﬁr pzcccs of battcrmg cannon, thh ﬁx field -

to ¢ "ér the Tan_;ormes from approaclung thc bank near enough to
éﬂ'co?cr the rope. They were fo much furprized at this new and un-
ex] &e&‘nmumrof ] bx‘nach thar, fortunately, none of them guefled-
hich it was performed The walls and towers of the

with mui‘tluldes, th, as well as thofe under cover

! fired irregularly, but without intermiffion, from thei
ock.s ‘but the datachment, although much galled, refrained -
eturning the. ﬂge,iteﬁ the buftle of handling their arms thould -
fet the ﬁ.ﬁ,whlc  quarter of an hour gained the fhore. The
1l immediately to diflodge the Tanjormes pofted in the -

as they were fired upon, and took ﬂ'&:l-
chind the projetions of-t"c towers. -

‘ﬁv&ﬁ



_thxs ﬁarvmc, who were to be fupported by e wholc
the cntrcnchmeut ﬂmuld be cameﬂ Thc Europcan ;

‘them were Killed by the fire from tﬁs f'qrt before thcy
oppoﬁte bank. As foon as part of ‘ébz S%Ms had

mntm

pq:cewed this ncglcét -which left thc rear of the Europeans ex'pofea':. et
sa number of horfe were concealed along the fouth fide of thn,feﬁ;, vl
between the prolc&wns of the towers ; the ncareﬂ'of w_._ ich wa -

'heutcnam Clive was preparing to a.tl;ack. Juft. as h;s.pen were
fenting their mufkets to fire, a party of horfe rufhed fwnrﬂ ¥
,ﬁ'd chind the tower, and by a ra.pu] ewhhbq, which -
fhe e;n:ellagce both of the horfes and the riders, Ell
toon with {or much unpetuoﬁty, that the men had no

an Mgnd themfelves, and in an u;ftant 26 ofﬂxg
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