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Major Lawrence., on this difatler, detc:rmined to attack the trench 
with all the Europeans, wbo now croffed the rivulet, and advanced in 
a compact body, with a platoon of grenadiers at their head. The 
enemy kept up an irregular fire until the grenadiers came to the 
trench, and then they took flight along the [outhern fide of the fort: :. 
The Engtilh troops immediately moved up to the breach, when the 
Tanjorine harfe fallied again [.rom behind the tower; and were ruf-~ 
fered to approach within fourteen yards before the fir{\: platoon gave_ 
its fire, which was fo well directed that it ftrnck down fourteen horfe- 
m en ~ this execution flung the ceil: il)to luch confufion that they im ... -
meaiate1y fled back, and the troops mounting the breach,.., found it 
abandoned by the garrifon, whom tbey difcovered hurryingJrom aU: 
quarters ,of the 'fort to make their eCcape out of the oppofite gate- 
way: at the fame time all the l'anjarine horfe qpitt!ed thoir llatiol1S ~ 
uear the fort, and retreated to the wefrward. • 

Some of the 9fficers examiniilg the different buildings of the fort,_ 
foundjn one of the chambers a Tanjoril1e lying on the ground defpe
rately w-ounded, whom, incapable of moving without affifiaDGe, th e- ' 
garrifon. in their precipitate flight had negletl-ed to carry off, altho' he 
was an officer of rank, and an Indian of a very high call:. H e. was • 
taken care of, but with a fullen obfiinacy refufed every" kind of affirt- 
ance, and would not fubmit to the neceffary operations, until he found., 
that the furgeon intended.to ufe force. He was no fooner left alone 
than he /tripped off 'the bandages, and attemp.ted t-o put an end to his..;. 
life, by teariug opcn his wounds: fame pcrfons were theref.ore ap-
.pointt:d to watch him continually"and he was re~oved lnto a thatched l 
h\It ill a difiall.t part of the fo~t, that his rdt might not be di(hlrbed . . 
Finding himfelf confiantly watched, he behaved for three days with . 
fa much compofure, that they, to whofe care he was entrufied, ~ 
tb .. ;mght he was reconciled ( 0 life, and relaxing their attention, left 
him in the night. as they imagined aneep; but they were no Cooner 
got to (orne difiance, than the TanjOrllle crept. to the corner of the 
hut, where a lamp WU! burning, and with it fet fire to the thatch, 
which. in that dry (e.(on of the year. caught the blaze fo fiercely. thall 
he was fuff~ated before it could be ex';ngui1hed.. This Indian fell a 
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mattyr to his ideas of th~ impurity he had .contrJl8ed b'y [uWering 
Ellropeans to adminiftcr to his wants.. 

'r.he troops were employed for a few days' in repairing the breacb, 
and in other works neceLlary to put the fort ill a good fiate of defence; 
after which major Lawrence detached a party of JOO Europeans, . 
with 300 Sepoys, to take polfeffion of the pagoda of Atchaveram, . 
lying five miles 'to the fouth~well:.of Devi-Cotah. , Al1 the pagodas 

• on the Coafi of Coromandel are built on the fame general plan: a · 
large area, ""Weh is .commonly a fquare, is inclofed by a wall of J 5 
or 20 feet higb..,.alld in the'middle of the area are the temples, which" 
as if it was ·inteuded that they iho1.lld be cOllcealed from public view, I 

are never! raired above the 'height of the furrounding wal1. In the 
middle of one or more of the fides ·of this ,wall ~s a gateway, over . ' 
which is built a high tower, not detigned as a ·defenee to the pagoda" 
-but 'as an hi{l:ori~al monumeut of the gods to whom it is dedicated; 
for the four faces of the tower are.crouded with fculptures, repre(ent~ 
iug the attributes and adventures of thefe divinities. . The p.agoda 
of Atchaveram is a fq\larc 1)f which each of the fides extends about 
loo.yards: it was furrendered to the Englifh detachment on the ficft 
fummons by the Bramins, who intreated tbem not to enter the more 
facred places ~ but the Tanjorioe army nO ', fooner 'b~ard that the 
Engliih had got polfeffioJl of it, than their horror of the pollutious< 
to which their temple was expofed, .infpired them with a. refoilltion, 
which neither their attachment to their ·prince, nor thelr notions of 
military honour, would have pr.oduced •. A party of. 50oo..men march-

• 
<xl from the camp, aud as Coon as it was night attacked the Jxtgoda ; , 
fame with Iadilers attempting to mount the walls, whilfi others en
deavoured to burn down the gate, by plling up againfl: it large bun
dles of {haw mixed with other combufiible matters. T~e Englilh" 
knowing they ihould all be p,ut to the.fword, if the Tanjorines retook 
the place, defended themfe1ves vigoroufly : . fame wel'e c.rcployed in 
overfetting the ladders, whilft others fired upon thore who attempted 
to mouut them. The guard ,vho d«fended the gate opened the ... 
wicket, firing through it and pulhing dOwn the bundles of llraw with 
t~eir hall>e,rts: -the enemy am perftfied to bring mor,1l:raw, and C~t1-
tl1lued lh." attacks until break of day, when tu.:y r~treated. having 
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.749. Joft near 300 men: only 'five or fix of the defenders were killed. 
~ The lJext day major Lawrence marched with the greateft part of the 

army to captain COl~e's affifiance, and the Tanjorillcs made no farther 
. attempts. 

By this time admiral Bofcawen and the government of Fort St. 
David had fufficient rear on to believe, that any future undertaking 
againfi the ).ingdom of Tanjore would be attended with great di£.. 
ficulties. At the fame time the king made propo(als of accommo

.dation. The Englifh fiipulatcd that the fort of Devi-Cotah, with as 
much land adjoining to it as would produce the annual income of 
9000 pagodas, thould be ceded to the Eall: I ndia company for ever: 
that the king of Tanjorc !haule! rcirnburfe the expellees of the war; 
a'nd that he fhould allow Saujobee a pention of 4000 rupees; they 
obliging them[9Jves to be anf\verJbJe (or his perron; as likewife that 
he fhouJd never give any more difiurbance to the kingdom. The 
king of Tanjore accecfed without hefitation to thefe couditions j but 
his compliance did not J>roceed fo m~lch from his dread of tbe Englifh 
Olrm" as from his renfe of the danger with which .his kingdom was 
threatened, in confeguence of .ev~nts which happened a few days be .. 
fore in the Carnatic." and which had f-('!"llck the whole coall: of Coro
mandel with confiernation. 

Chunda-faheu, made l>rifoner by t1le JHorattoes, when they took tbe 
city of Tritchinopoly in 1741, was efieemed by them a prize of fo 
much im,POTtance, that they not only kept him under the flrjB:efi con .. 
finement, but rejetled all the offers he mnde for his ran{om, as much 
inferior to what they imagined his wealth enabled-him to pay. The 

11 rjchcfi prince in Indofian never hefitates to plead poverty whenever 
money is to be paid; and Chunda.faheb, either unable or unwilling 
to f~tisfy tbeir exorbitant demands, remained in his confinement, 
correfpondiog for fix yea.rs with his friends in different provinces, an,d 
fuggefiing to them the means of inducing the Morattoes to fet him 
~t liberty for a mqderate fum. 

The chiefs who were related to the former fucceffion of Nabom" 
!Which ended by the .frallination of the young Seid Mahom«!, rc
-pinec1 their averfion to the reign of An~war,.;odean Khan; but they ""w ",'one aa:ongft themC.I.e. in the Camatic endowed with Cufti.. 
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cient power and reputation to attempt the recovery of the govern .. 
ment into theif own family. There exified indeed at Vandiwalh. a 
brother ofSeid lVIahomed"born after the death of thei.r father, the 
N abob Subder-aUy j but the inr.,ncy of this pd nce rendered him un· 
lit to appear at the head of a confederacy: And altho' Mortiz-ally, 
rhe governor ~f Velore, was a near relation to the former Nabobs, 
and polfefTed a large domain with grc3.t trea(urcs, yet he wanted in .. 
trepidity fafficient to head a dangerous enterprize, .and the knowledge 
of his treacherous difpofitiOIl defiroyed all confidence ill the engage
ments he might enter into. Of the refi, 110ne had great reputat ion . 
as generals, nor great power. as princes; but, colleCled under a proper ' 
head, then- firength might become fo!midable. ' 

Ch\lnda·faheb had made' his way to the highcft offices of -the go
vernment 'by the-fervices q.f his fword, and was elteemed the abletl 
foidier that had or late years appeared in the Carnatic. His ooJl4 

tempt of the rordtd means by which moll: of the Indian princes am","l 1S 
treafures, had gained him the affections of the whole l>fovince; and · 
an excellent ul1derllanding contributed· to make his charaCter uni. 
verfaUy revered: The rell of the chiefs therefore concurred in 
regarding him as· the fi ttell perf on to enter into competition with 
An'war~odean Khan for the Naboblhip; but this tetlimollY of 
their deference for fome time on ly fervcd . to rivet his fetters more ' 
firongly j for the Morattoes increafcd their demands in proportion as . 
they found the charaB:er of their prifol)cr riling in importance . . 

The wife and fan of Chunda-f."lheb had remained at j>ondicherry 
from the time that. he was carried away by the lVlorattoes; and the 
year after tbat event Mr. Dupleix arrived there, appointed $overnor
general of the French nation in India. He treated the family of ' 
Chunda-fahcu, under his protetlion. with grea t refj>t!ct; .And by u 
frequent intercourfe wi th the wife, v~ry foon learnt the ihate of her 
huiband's aff:lirs, and the dilpofitiollS or his relations in the province. 
H_is fagacity difiingui!hed, in thefe latcnt pri llciples of fllttlre COn

vulfiom, a poffibilityof aggrandizing his nation in India, where many 
caufes concu rred to prevent their efiabli(hmell ts froll) becoming fo 
eminently advantageous as he was ambitious of rendering them. 

The Englith, eftablithed in Indoilau many years !>clOre the French 
• had . 
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'749' had made any fettlements in the country, had con6rmed in 'the ne
'-"V"'W ,tives a prepolTcffion in their favour, by the punctuality of their deal

jngs, the goodnefs of the co.mmodifl(!§ they imported, and, ahove all, 
hy the great extent of ~leir trade ; ami this iilperiority perpetually hi
ternlpted t progrels of tbe French -commerce. At the fame time 
the affairs all the European colonies wer.e coatrouled by the Mogul 
govern men atfhofi: as much as thQfe of the natiYes themfelv:es, who 
are fubjeCl to the moll: defpotic iway; fortheirttrade 'was liable to the ' 
interruption of every great and petty officer ,through whofe difiriCl or 
.department it pa(fud; and in Bengal, where Mr. Dupleix had refided 
fol' a long time, there fcaredy paffed a yea t.in which the Nabob did 
not extort large Cums of monc;y from each of the Europeall fettle
'menu: garrifons w("re maintained, nnd other military expences in .. 
curred, which greatly diminil1led the profits of the trade; but fuch 
was the high oj'iin ion of the military fl:rengtb of dIe Indian govern
ments, that the European troops were never empln}'ed ,in oJ)pofitiotl 
to the will of the prince of the country. At the fame time all the 
manufaCtures of India proper for the markets of Europe had, from a 
long fucceffion or impottations of lilver, rifcn fo much in price, and 
diminifited [0 much in the goodnefs of the fabrick, that they afforded 
much Jefs profit than in former times. The coucurn:nce of thefe dif
:ldvantages convinced Mr. Dupleix that the trade of Indol1:an was no 
longcr worth the attention of France, nor incleed of any othet uatioll 
in E\1ropc~ But difcovering the uumilitary charaCter of the natives, 
.nd the perpetual di1Tentions of their rulers, he was led to jmagine, 
ilhat by joining tome of thete competitors be might gain by congueft 
mort '8dvalltag~ than any other European nation had hithe.r;to de
Tlved from commerce. H e therefore determined to profecllte this 
1'lan. by giving a!liftance to Chunda-faheb. 

Thefe ideas probably d iClated thofe impediments which he flung in 
the way of Mr. De la BOllnldlluais's operations, to prevent him {rom 
employing his troops, after the captureofMadrafs,. in other parts of 111-
.dia i for at that time Mr. Dupleix hdd a connant correfpondence with 
Cbunda ... faheb in his imprifonment, and they were thencollcerting the 
means ofaccompliOiing their mutual interefis. The mt:a(urenecelfary 
tobe firfl cartild into execution, was tbere~ cf Chullda-faheb; and, 
Mr. DupJCix I"arantcein, the ellp&cm<:IIt, the Morattoes were at laft 
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• 
fatislled with jOO,OOO !l1pees, and confented to furnllh himiwith 1749, 
3000 of their own troops. 1.-..'-.1 

With this force, and the fpirit of an adventurer, he left Sattarah ill ' .. 
the beginning of the year r 748, intending to make cOllque!1:s wherever 
opportunity pre(cnted itfelf, until he ihould acquire, by contribut.iong~ 
the treaCures neceffary to maintain an army futlicient ~o attack the 
province of Arcor. He arrived, during- the tiege of Pondicherry, 
on the wefi'ern confines of the Carnnlie, and found two Rajahs at war : 
he fided with onc of them, who, betrayed by (ome of his officers, 
" .... as totally defeated in a general battle, in which it is faid that 
Chunda-faheb hi~felfwas taken prifoner, but thathewas imm~diately 
rcleared on producing a declaration from the king of the Morattoes, 
which enjoined al l princes whom(oever to refj)cCt his perfen, 011 pain 
of incurring the re(~ntment of the whole Moratto~ J1ation. The 
greateft P!lrt of Chunda.{aheb's troops, were difpcrfed after this de
feat, and he was left with only '300 meo, when he received ari in-
vitation from the Rajah of Chitterdourg, to come to his affifrance, 
and take the command of his armyagainft the Rajah of Bedtour. 
The territories of thefe two prjw;:es lie near the eaftern confines of 
the country of Canara, which ~xtends along the coall: of :MaJabar 
between the rivers .Alega and Cangrecora. Di(.·dlers ~ould t.ot de
preiS the fpirit of Chunda·Caheb j he marched away, with the hand-
ful of men he commanded, and arrived jull: as the two armies were' 
r~ady to engage. In this ,battle his courage and fieill were [0 well 
feconded by the troops of Chitterdourg, that he obtained a compleat 
viCtory: three tbouCand of the enemy's horCe, after the defeat, offered 
their fervice to him, whom be took into his pay, and likewiCe 2500 • 

of the troops of his ally: fo that he was now at the head of 6000 

men: but this force being fiill infufficient to attempt the couquell: of 
the Carnntic, he found refources ill the coilfequences of other events, 
which had lately happened at Delhi, and in the goven1mem of the 
foubaMhip of the fouthern provit;lces. 

The Creat Mogul Mahomed Schah. who had {uffered in '739 the 
humiliation of laying his c(O\vn at the feet of Thamas Kouli Kan, by 
whom he was again reinflated in the monarchy of lndoll:an, continued 
to govern the empire wjth fo trembJing a hanel, that the pl'~ncipal offi
cers of his- court aCted in tbelr'fevcml departments without c6tltr6ul : 
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but the vizier Kimmir-ul~diell, who had held this office ever fillee 
the acceflion of Mahotned J COl1tinued inviobbly attached to his fovea 
reign. None of the fubfequent events of the government oLDelhi 
alfotl immediately the prefe!1t olJjeCt of our narrative, \If\til the year 
1748; when an army of Afghans from Candahar, invaded tbe north
ern provinces under the command of Ahmed the Abdalli, fo called 
ii·om his tribe. This man was treafurt:r to Nadir Schab, when affaf
flnated ou t~le 8th of June J 747, in Perlia3 on which event, he went 
off with all tbe trcafurc under his care, al'id in lefs than fix months 
eO:ab\ jChed him.felf ill the fovereiguty of all the provinces of [ndofian 
ceded to the Perfians ~n 1739, and of as large a territory oli the other 
fide of the m01.1ntains. Ahmed Schah, the eldefr fan ofMahomed, with 
the vizier, marched againil the Abdalli; various encounters eafued 
with various filccefS, and during a canoonade the viz ier was {lain by a 
ftraggling cart non ball, whilfl: at prayers ill his tent. His death afHitled 
the emperor 10 violently, that after palling the night in lamentations, 
he expired the next day fitting on his th rone, in a fit brought on by 
the agony of his grief. The prince Ahmed, leaving the command of 
the army to Munnu the fon of the deceafed vizier, immediately re
turned from the army to Delhi, ' and was acknow I; dged emperor 
without oppofition, in the. 11)o11th of AI?ril 1748. 

The death of l\Iahomed Schah was in a few mollth~ {uccceded by 
another of greater conIequence to I ndofian : it was that of Nizam-al
muluck, ~ollbah of ·the Decan, who, J,lotwithfia"d ing his whole life 
had puffed in the utmQtl: intrigues, anxieties, ami iniquities bf oriental 
oml"ition, a.rrived to th~, uncommon a~e of I 04 ~'cars . 

H elcft five fans ; theeldefr, Gha'Zi~o' ~d ean, inherited all the ambition 
• and wickednefs of his father, with {l'more enterpriz ing and intrepid 
{pirit. Nizam-al-muluck, \V hen retoroing to the Deean, after the re
treat of Nadir Schah, had obl i'ged the weak M abomed to confer the 
offices of payrnafie r and caprain-~eneral of the army on th is fan j iu 
which pons he continued at the court, employing his power, as h is 
father before him, agaillft the authority of his (overeign J and fooll be
came the pa.tron of all the turbulent or difaffeCted omrahs in the em .. 
pjre. On the death of his falher, he obtained the fil cccffion to the 
foubablhip rI tbe Ocean from the emperor Ahmed Schah : hut was 
too much e~gaged in other affairs .t Delhi to proceed to this govern-

ment • 
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ment. The {.cond {Oil' Nazir-jing had ODce fled from his fatller's 
court, and appeared in arms againfl: him. The father took the field; 
and when the two armies were near each other, confined himCelf to 

his tent fo ll:riCtly, that by lidl making his OWIl army Lelieve be was 
reduced to the point of death by ficknefs, the report was likewilC be
lieved in the camp of Nazir-jing, and by Nazir-j ing himfelf, to whom 
meffengers were Continually fent with pathetic invitations from his 
fath~.r, defiring to embrace him before he died. T!1C llratagem W:lS 

fa well conduCted, that Nazir-ji.ng at lafi. determined to pay the vHit, 
and no fooner entered Nizatn-al-muluck's tent, than he was arreft:ed, 
and put into fetters, and accompanied his father under this refuaint 
during feveral months, until 'Nizam-aJ-rnuluck being perfuaded of 
his contrition, accepted of his fubmiRions, aod fet him at liberty; 
after which he was not guilty of aoy difobedience. The other three 
fon~ had not difiing,uiChed themfelves either for good or evil, but had 
always remained -'Con!lant attendants at their fa,ther's court. 

The great me n. in lndo!lan bear great alfeCl:iClIl to their childreu 
during their infancy; but as Coon as thefe arrive at the age of eman
cipation, the perpetual intrigues of an Indian cou rt render them, 
from being a confolation to their parents, the obje61s of their mif
truft: (or there ' are never wanting thofe who endeavour to er~gage 
them in parties, and even in plots : from hence it often happens, that 
a prince, in his latter days, lives without affeCtion to his own fOllS, and 
gives every kind of paternal prefereuce to his grandchildren ; ~and this 
recurs fo frequently to obfervation, that one of the oriental poets has 
faid, " that the parel1ts have, during the life Qf theif fons fuch over
weening afFeClion for their grandchildren, becaufe they fee in them • 
the enemies of their enemies." Amongft the grandfons of Nizam
al-muluck was one born of his favourite daughter. This young man, 
called llidayet mohy-o-dean, he had alw3}'s kept Hear bis perf on, and 
chel'ilhed with great affection, infomuch that, immediately +lfter his 
de~th. a report prevailed, that he h~d in his will not only appointed 
thiS grandfon to inherit the greateft part of his treafures, but had like .. 
wile nominated him to fuc:ceed in the government of the fouthem 
provinces. It is very uifficult to afr("rtain the authellticity of 8l1y of
t1;le written ads afcribed to the princes of Indoihm, (or udng a fcaJ:\s 
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their fignalun; the impreffion is eallly counterfeited; anrl this, aa 
\veIl as other methods of forgery, are commonly praClifed without 
[emp1e, wheOt:~:ver it is tbought expedient to have recourfe to them:' 
fa tha~we cannot ck:termine whether the report of the bequeft mad.c" 
4r Njzam-al-nnuluck to bis grand(ol~ was well grounded, or without 
foundation: it is certain, that it was generally believed. As a fell
d:uory to the l\1ogul empire, Nizarn-al-muluck had no rjght to' 
bequeath even his treafures, much leis his fovereignty. 

Naz.ir-jing had for (orne ti.me commanded his father's army, and 
.. vailed bimfe~f aT the power derived from his offices to oppofe the 
pretenfions of his nephew Hidayet mohy-a-dean. He began by 
feizing Njzamr.al-muluck's trea(ures, and with them prepared to keep 
poifeffion of th·e fovereignty: he pretended, that his father bad named 
his elden (on ~ Ghazi-o·-Ji.n Khan to br:: his heir: and that Ghazi
o· -~ill Khan preferring the employment he beld at the court of 
Delhi, had ceded to him the foubahihip of the fOutbern provinces: 
;md that this fbverei~ty was confirmed to him from the throne. 

Amongft odler inftances of the contempt with which the majefiy of 
tbe emperor has been trcated, the governors of provinces have of late. 
years not only c:ounterfeited without hefitation, letters, orders, and pa
tents, from the: court, but have even hired men to aa: the part of 
"fficcrs invcficd .by the Great Mogul with the power of conferring with 
them on the affdirs of their government. The!e mock delegates are 
J'cceived with great pomp in the capital : the vice-roy or Nabob hum
bles himfelf before the pretended reprefentative, who delivers in public 
bis credentials, aud the fiClitious orders he has lJl:en infrruCted to en-
• force. Thefe meafures are praetifed to appeafe tbe minds of tbe peo
ple, who full retain fo much reverence totbe blood of Tamerlane, that 
'a vice-roy always thinks it ueceffary to create an opin.ion amongfi 
them that he is a favoUfite \\'ith the emperor, evc!n when he is in arms 
againn his au~ ,oriry. Both Na~irajing and Hidayet mohy.o-dean ex .. 
hibited patent from the Mogul, alld produced delegates from. Delhi. 
Hida.ytt mohy .. Q..dean gave out that the emperor, on appointing him 
rofl/Cceed to bi grandfather's ellate., had dignified him with the name 
.,. Mwafa.jii g,. or Th.lnviDcible; by which he was afterwards dif. 
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tingui!hed. But the wealth of which Nazic-jing had taken pofTeffion 
enabled him to keep his father's a(my in pay j amI this was fo nu
merous, that the forces which Murza(a~jjllg had collecred were not 
(u.ffici~nt to appore him with allY probability of fuccefs. This prince 
therefore kept the field in the countries well o(GQI-condah, with an 
army of 25,000 l'lD.eU, waiting for fome lucky event that might, ena
ble him to attack his uncle with more adv.antage. 

Chunda-fabeb, foon after bis {uccefs at Chitterdourg, heard of tbe 
fituation of Murzafa-jillg's affairs, and regarding him as a prince, who, 
like himfelf, from the firnilarity of their fortunes, was obliged to try 
the chance of bold and defperatc enterprizes, he determined to join, 
and offer him the fervice of his fword : his military reputation caufed 
him to be received wjth open arms, and the troops which he brought 
with him were taken into J\lJurzafa-jing's pay. Chun4a-faheb highly 

.lck,l1owJedged his right to the foubahthip of the fouthern provinces, 
and {oon gained his confidence by the zeal he exprefTed for his cau(e: : 
he ~hen explained his own pl'ctenfions to the government of the Ca-r
natie, and eafily prevailed 011 IDS llyW lord to confirm his titles by' 
letters patent, appointing him to the Nabohfhip of Arcot; but the 
obt'lining of t11is favour was not tne ooly proof of rhe greatafcendallce 
which he had acquired over the young prince's mind He rcpre
fe.nted fiat the countries Dear Gol-condah were too much awed by tbe 
terror of Na:zir-jing's army to declare in Murzafa-jing's favour, until 
he could coHea a much greater force thall that which ac~ompanjed 
him at preCcnt; and that the fame dread would be a perpetual ob
fiacle to the augmeatatiotl of his army in the countries where he now 
kept the field; but that his force was fuUy fufficient for the conql1cfr 
of the Carnatic againft his own rival An'war-odean Khan; that fhi; 
conqueft, by putting thcm in poffeffion. of the extenfive territories 
w.hich 1ie between Arcot and Cape Comorin, would' furnifh fueh 
refollrces both of men and money, as·might enable him to return 
and attack Nazir-jillg with equal force. Chunda-faheb then offered 
h~l1)felf as the companion and conduClor of Murzafa-jing, unt il this: 
hardy enterprize iliould be accomplifhed, or, if fortune frowned" ,to til 
they 1h0liliJ. both periih in the attempt. The romantic caft: of thjg: 
l)roject cocld not fail of making the Choogefi impreffio!l on the mind 
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of a young prince natur~Uy brave, and ambitious of ~cquiring.a fove
reignty. !\Jurzafa,.jiu.,g: now looked uJJon Chun~a-j~hcb as hIs guar-
dian 3ugeJ, and agreed unplicitly to follow all his views. _ 

Mr. DupJeix very {OOIl received intelligence of tbefe refolutions, 
and was invited to take part in the project, with aifurances of receiving 
COllfiderabJe advantages for himlelf and the French Eaft: India co!ll
pany, if it fi.lcceeded. Nothing could be more conformable to his 
, ·jews than {uch an opportunity of aggrandizing at once his own re
putation and the interefis of his nation in India. As (oon as he beard 
that Murzafa-jing's army approached the confines of the Carnatict 

he ordered 400 Europeans and 2000 Scpoys to march and join them. 
This body \Vas commanded by Mr. d'Autellil, ancJ accompanied by 
Raja~f.theb, the fon ofCbunda~faheb, who had retided at Pondicherry 
uuring the whole time of his father's impri{onmcnt. 

• • An'war-o<Jeau, the Nabob uf Areot, from his accefiion after tbe • 
murder of Seid Mahorned, had governed the Carhatic without re
ceiving any difiurbance from intefi:ine commotions, and very little 
from foreign honilities; for all d1e military operations of his reign 
had confined in the reduction of certain Polygars, who, from terri. 
tories confining all the Carnatic, bad made fame predatory incurfions 
iuto the province. But his attention had been connantly .fixed on 
the perron of Chunda~{aheb: he kept emlIfaries at Sattarah, to ob
rerve him during his confinement, which it is probable he protracted 
by bribing !,he Morattocs. As foon as Chunda~faheb was fct at li~ 
berty, the Nabob never doubted, how much foever he diffembled, 
that the time approached when he Otould be obliged to maintain his 
government by his fword. He reformed his army, which, like tbofe 
01' moll Indian princes in times of peace, was compofed of al1 un
difciplined rabble; and enlified none but the befi: men and borfes, of 
which be compafed a weJl-appointed army, confiiling of 12,000 ca
valry and 8000 infantry, and with this force determined to defend 
the entrance of the Carnatic to extremity: but auother meafure 
equally nccelfary to hi. pre~J'Vation be omitted; for he negleCled, 
probably from the parlimony of hi. difpofitioo, to adt from the Eng. 
Ii1h the a/Tzf\ance of a body of their troops; and the Englilh, em. 
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~Joyed ' in fupporting a much Iers important caufe, were equallyl,End 
to their real intereft, in negleCting to join the Nabob of their own 
accord, as foan as they found the French t.letermincd to fuppoIt his 
rival. • 

Chunda-fabeb and l\1urzafa-jing approached, levying contributions 
in the countries thro' which they patfed, in virtue of the quality of 
Sou bah, afI"umed by MUfzafa-jing. In their progrefs they likewife 
augmented the number of their troops, which, when arrived at the 
borders of the Camaric, amounted to 40,000 men. The troops [cnt 
from Pondicherry crolling the wefiern mountains, at a difiance from 
the Nabob's army, joined MUIzafa-jing without oppofition. ; who 
immediately proceeded to attack the Nabob, and found him encamped, 
with :10,000 men, under the fort of Amboor, lying 50 miles well: of 
Arcot, and about 30 to the fomh of Damal-cherry, \W1erc Doaft-aUy 
Khan was killed fightillg againft the M orattoes in J 740. This fort 
of Amboor is built on the fummil of a mountain, between which and 
a large lake at fame difiance from it is one of the principal pa(fes 
leading into the Carnatic. The Nabob had thrown up acrofs tile 
pafs a {hong entrenchll'\eut defended by cannon, which was ferved 
by abm" 60 vagabond Europeans: and he had Jikewife caured the 
ground in front of the entrenchment to be (\Vamped with water from 
the lake, which, although it might bemire, was not fufficientJy deep 
to prevent the palfage of determined troops. 

Mr. d' Auteuil offered to Chunda-fabeb to fiorm the entrenchment 
with the troops fent from Pondicberry, without the affiftauce of any 
part of Murzafa-jing's army; and Chunda-f.'lheb, glad of anopportuni. 
t)' to thew that prince the great Cervices which the Europe-an allies he. 
bad procured him werecapabJeofperforming, readily accepted the offer. 
The French foJdiers were allimateu by exaggerated reprcfentations of 
the greattreafures and other valuable plun~ler in the Nabob's camp, and .. 
advanced with the Sepoys refolute1y to the attack; but they were re
pulfed, chiefly by the Nabob's artillery, of which the firn difebarge 
was weU pointed, and did execution; they rallied, and made a fecond 
attack, which l.afied more than half an hour, and many of them had 
mountrd thc'breafi-work of the entrenchment; but they were again 
beaten oJF, and obliged to retire; and in this attack MI'. d'Auteuil was 

• wounded. 
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wounded. Stimulated by the expet9ations which were entertained of 
their proweiS hyChllnda-{aheb and Murzafa-jins, who with the who1e 
army \1l1d~r their command had been fj)ea~tors.o: ~lle repul~es they had 
{ul1ained, alld equally cncoumged uy the Jlltrepldlty of ~hcJr own offi
cers., efj>eeially of Mr. BufTy, they called out to be Jed on again: at the 
f.1me time the courage of the defenders had been il:aggered by tile 
progrefs wIJich the French troops had made in the preceding attack; 
who in this fO!Jlld Ices reu{lallce than tney expected, and got over 
the: brean-work with liJ:tle lo[s. The differen t bodies pofted to de
fend the entrenchment took Bight as foon as they faw the French in 
polfcffioll of it: thefe {pfmed, and advanced jll order towards the 
enemy's Inain body, where tbe Nabob's fiandard was difj>layed. H e 
was here in perI 011, mounted on an elephant, aud (urrounded; accord
ing to tbe lnd\itll military array, by th ~ chofeo cavalry of his nrmy, 
wholn he was a'limatiug with great Ij)irit to1l:alld their ground, when 
\nllnlJers of the troops of Mllrzafa-jing, led by Chunda-fabeb, having 
crofTed the cntrenchment, joiuf'd the French battalion, and appearcd 
ndvancingwiththem. In this infiant the Nabob was informed that the 
fiandnrd of Mapbuze Khan, his eldefl: (ou, who commanded a wing 
of the main body, had difappeare<l, and that Maphuze Khan himfelf 
was {lain by a cannon {hot. In the firft agiratiolls caured by this die. 
afl:er$ he perceived the elephant of Chunda-faheb, and knew theenfigns 
of his r ival: more than olle paffion was now excited; and the Nabob, 
furious by. the fight of the author of this calamitous day, ordered the 
conduCtor of his ele)ftlany with the promife of a great reward, to pulh 
diretlly againft the elephant of Chunda·faheb. A part of the French 

ebattalion was in the way: they fired; a Chot from the mufquet of a 
Caffre went through the Nabob's peart, and he fell from his elephant 
dead on the.plain. As it generally happens in the battles of Indofian OIl 

the death of the commander in chief, all thofe troops who had hither
to appeared determined to f1and by the Nabob's fiandard, fled as fooll 
as be fell, and the rO\1t': became general. Murzafa-jing's tl:'()Op8 pur
ftledthefugitives, took many. and killed more. Amongllthefla.inwere 
&hr •• or four prineip&1 oIficen; and _gft tbok who furrendered 
was Maphuze Kban the Nabob's e1defi fon: !lis fun Mabomed.alIy 
wu likcwi£. in the battle; but h. ",veel himfelf bv lIight. Twcly. 
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. 
of the French b"ttalion were kiUed, and 63 wounded: "nd "bout 300 

of thei r Sepoys were "either kiJled or wounded: of MlU'zafa-jing's 
army very few were loft. This decifive batt1e was fought 011 the 23d 
of July: the viCtorious .rmy found the tents of the defeated {land
ing, and great quantities of baggage in the camp, which they pluu
dered: the booty was, valuable ; fixty elcJ)hants, and a great mlmber 
oT hOifes, were taken ; which, with the artillery, arms, and military 
flores, Chunda-faheb and Murzafa-jing rcfcrved to tbemfclves, ::luci 
permitted their fo ldiery to take the Tefl: of the (poil: the French bat ... 
talion had their reward .in money. The next day the army fet out 
for Areot, the capir-al, and took poff'effion of the ci ty, and its fort, 
without meeting any oppofitioo. 

Murzafa~jingherea{fumed aU the fiate and ceremonial of a Soubah; 
and, as the firll: mark of his authority, iffued Jetters patent, appoint
ing his friend Chunda-ulheb Nabob of the Carnatic, and of all the 
other dominions wlo!.i ch had been under the j~rHcliCtioJ) of An'war
-odean Khan. This fildden revolution natllral1y ftruek with confier.
nation all the chiefs and princes of the eoafr of Coromandel, who 
wifhed ill to the,c3ure of Chunda-faheb. Foremofi of tbere was the 
xing of Tanjore, whofe ancefior, at the time that the ~1:oors con
quered the Carnatie, fubmittcd on condition of governing his country 
by its ancient cufioms; and for the enjoyment of this privilege agreed 
to pay an annual tribute, as well as to furnifh a contingency of troops 
whenever the government of the Carnatic ihould be at war in (lll)~ 

, port of the intcreft of the great l\logul. \Vhen Chunda-iaheb, ill 
J736, was eonfirmecL in. the government of Tritchinopoly, he fum
moned th(). king of Tanjore to account for nrrcars of tribut~, and 
pretended that he had in other reij}c6ls offended againJ\: the.fo\'e- · 
reignty of the emperor. A war enfued, in which Chunda-filheb ue~ 
fieged the capital of Tanjore, but without fllccel$. T.he dread en ter
taincd of his ambition by the princes or the fourhern parts of the 
pcninfula, together with their deteftation of the violations committed 
by his troops in thei r temples, induced there princes, and above all the ' 
king (If Taojore, to folicit the Morattoes to invade the Caruatie, ;Jt 

the fame time that Nizam-al-muluck, from other motives-, was iu-
1)igating tb.t peopJe to attack it, 'l 'he dif.fiers brought on the reign-
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17~9' ing family -at Arcot, and the detei;"ent which Chunda-faheb himfe1f 

.'" ~ had fuff'ered oy the incurlion of tbe Morattoes, were fuch as left no 
h9pes of reconciliation. i'n tbofe who had contributed to bring auout 
that revolution. The news of the battle of Amboor rcached Tall-. 
jore whiUl the En$lifh troops under the command of Major Lawrence 
were in the country, and fuuck the king with fo much terror, that, to. 
gain their friendfhip, or even to make them ceaCe hofiilities at thts. 

;_ c[jtical conjuncture, he would, if inGfied on, have agreed to much, 
~ 'I harder terms than ' thofe which the Englifh impofed. After the ra_ 

tification of the treaty by which Devi-Cotah '\Ias cedecl, Malor La-w-. 
rellce, leaving a gauifoll in' that fort, returned .with the refl: of tho. 
troops to fort St. David, where news had been lately received that a 
peace was concluded in Europe between Great Britaill and France .. 

The revolution at Arcot djd not fail to create much folj citude in the 
Englj(h at Fort St. David; and the part which Mr. Dupleix had taken 
in it fufficiently explained his ambitious views: ~ut unfortwlately their 
own proceedings at this very time againll:: the king of Tanjore de- ' 
frrbyed the propriety of any protefis againfi- Dupleix's condua; for 
they could accufe him of nothing, which they had not done the mf.elv~s .... 
Avoiding1herefore any difcuffions on tbe battle of Amboor, they cou
fined themfdves for the prefc')t to demand the relloration of Madrafs,., 
which the French, by an article in the peace of Aix la Cbape1Je~ 
were obliged to deliver up. Mr. Bo(cawen, with a part of the [qua
dran, failed thither to take poffeffion of the town: it was evacuated 
in the miadlc of Augufl; and the Eogliih received it in a condition 
very different from that in which they had left it. The buildings. 
within the White Town had filffered no alteration ~ but the bafrions. 

t and b~tteries of this quarter bad been enlarged and improved. "The_ . 
French had utterly demalithed that part of the Black Towll which 
Jay within 300 yards from the White: in which (pace had ll:ood the 
buildings belonging to the Mall: opulent Armenian and Indian mer
chants: with the ruins they had forOled an excellent glacis, which 
covered the north fide of the \Vhite Town; and they had likewife. 
8ung up another to the fouth fide. The defences., ucverthelafs, re .. 
mained fijll much inferior to thofe of Fort St. David, where the 
fortificatioD' had been fo much improved. that the Eafr India com, 
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pany had ordered the prefidcncyof their fetdements on the coafl: '749-
of Coromandel to be contiuued here. .... .-.J 

1\1r. Bofcawen, during his fiay at Madra(s, difcovered thot the In· 
_dian Roman Catholics reliding at St. Thome, who compered the 

greateft part of the inhabitants of this place, wcrc, by the iB.flucnce 
of their pricft:s, attached to the French, as brethren of the (arne per
fua(ion. By the cont1:ant intercour(e arifing from the ~vicil.lity, the 
priefis of St. Thome were enabled to get intelligence of the tran
factions of the Engliih at Madrafs, and never failed to communicate 
rhC'm to Mr. Dupleix, who gave out that Murzafa-jing had made 
over the property of St. Thome to the French company. Mr. BoCca
wen, to remove the prefent inconveniencies, and to prevent the greater 
detriments which would arife by the efrabliihmellt of a French gar
riron in the town, took po{ferJion of it (or the Engliili ~mpany. The 
town bad for many years belong~d to the Nabobs of Areot; and 
after the death of An'lvar-odean Khan (eemed to belong to nobody, 
for there were no officers either civil or military aCting with authority 
iu the pl~ce. All the 1\lfpeCl'ed priefis were banifhcd: and one of 
them, who had been (ent by Mr. Dupleix from Pondicherry, was 
t ranij>orted to Europe. The Engljih flag was hoified in the town, 
and a fmalt redoubt, capable of containing about 30 mell, was raifed 
at the mouth of the river. 

In the mean time Murzafa-jing and Chllnda-faheb were employecJ 
at Arcot in fettling the affairs of their new government: they film 
maned all the chiefs of difiricb, and governors of forts, (riends as 
welt as foes, to pay -a contribution, which they received from many, 
and, amongCl: the refi, Mortiz-'ally, the governor of Vetore, paid-
700,000 rupees. After having thus efiablifhed the r.eputation of 
their authority as fovereigns, they proceeded with the grearclt part of 
their army, accompanied by the French i:lattaJioll to Pondicner1' and 
made their entry into the ci ty with great pomp. Mr. DuP,Jeix re
ceived them with all the ol1:entatious ceremonies and oriental marles 
()f refpe8 due to the h~gh Tank they afTumed, and fpared-110 expence 
in hileDtertainment of Murzafa-Jing, to raife in him a high opinion 
of tbe grandeur aud magnificence of the French nation. Here they 
tented the plan o( their (uture operations; and ChWlcla-liheb prc-
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J749. fented Mr. Dupleix with the fovereigllty of 8 J villages in the neigh
~ bourhood of Pondicherry : after which he took the field with MUT

z3fa~jing, and encamped about 20 miles to the weft of the city. 
\. Mabomed-allYI the (econd fon of ~'war-odeall Khan, Red from 

the battle of Amboor ' dirc81y to TritchinoJ)oly, where his mother,. 
with the grcate1l part of his father's treafures, had been rent for fe. 
curity, all the firfl; news of Chunda-faheb's appmach to the Carnatic. 
This city was much better fortific<l than nny place of the fame extent 
under An.'war-odean Khan's government j llevcrthe1efs there re
mained little hopes of defending it agairifl: Murzafa-jing. affified by 
the French troops, unlef$. the garrifon was reinforced by a body of 
Englilh; and Mahomed-ally, not doubting but they would b~ con
vinced of the lleceffity of flopping the progre{s of the French, 3p
plied to them,,,,,Ds (COil as he arrivt:t1 at Tri tchillopoiy, for affifiance .. 
J-Ie aflertecl, that both Murzafa-jing and Cnullda-faheb were rebels 
to the empire; that Nazir-jing was the real 50ub .. h appointed by the 
Creat Mogul; that he hjmfelf was the real Nabob of the Caruatic, 
having obtained the revcrfiOIl of the Naboblhip from Nizam-al-mu
tuck; and that he daily expelled to receive the confirmarion from 
Nazir-jing : a few days ~ftcr he affirmed that he had received the 
patents of his appointment. 

\VhiHl: Mr. Dupleix was profccuting a plan wruch be knew to l>e 
entirely agreeable to. tbe views of the mouarcbaud rolnifiers of France, 
the agents-of the Ellgliflf Eafl [udin company ",;ere not authorized 
from the court of directors to involve thei r affairs in the rifk and ex
penees of militn.ry operations: for having neitherc'fufpeCled the views 
pf Mr. Dupteix, nor, until the tranfitory expedition to Taojore, en
tertained any fuch views tbemfelves~ they had neglected to afk, and 
confequently the direCtors to give, fuch a power to exert themfelves 
as the prefent emergency pf affairs tcquircd.: at the f.'looe ti!De 
they retained th~lr ancient reverence to the Mogul government. 
~l\1l'zafa-jing, for ought they knew. might he the l\10gul's reprefcn_ 
tntiyc, amI fa might Na.zir~jing: they. were in the f.1UlC uncertainty, 
of Mahomed.aJly's title; nod therefore dreaded the ruque of fubject. 
illg the coml':my's fcttlemenu in aU parts of India to the rcf."tment 
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of the court of Delhi, if, by interfering in the prefent war of COTO- J 749. 
mandel they fhaule! chance to take the wrong lide. Neceffity WilS ~ 
their jufhficatioll for having taken polfeffion of Sr. Thome; am!- they 
already repented feverely of their expedition to Tanjore: aneJ rclill
quiflling all views of conquefi, t.hey imagineo that the rc!fiitlltion of 
thefe places would at any time fatisfy the Mogul government, which 
they were very unwilling to offend any farther. Refirained by this 
fpirit of caution, at the fame time that they fully Caw the dangers tOo 

which they were cxpofed; they were incapable of taking the vigour-
CllS refolutions which the necefiity of the)r affilirs demotnded. They 
fhoulcl have kept Mr. Bofcawen with his force all the coall:, and 
joined their whole firength to l\1abomed-alJy, without confidering, 
who was or was not authorized to fight in the Carnatic; whereas 
they only fent J 20 Europeans to joip Mahomed-ally atTritchinopoly,. 
arid (uffered ~lr . .ijo(cawen to return to England with the fleet and 
troops, notwithfianding he had declared that he would remain, if the, 
prefidency pnblickly requefied his flay at this critical conjuncture. 

On the 2 I fi of OCtober the Heet failed from Fort St. David, leaving 
behind 300 men, to reinforce the garrifon. The French were Co .. 
feniiblc of the great advantages they iliould derive from Mr. Bof.. \ 
cD.wcn's departure, that they could not immediately bring themfelves 
to believe he intended to quit India; but imagined that he had only 
left the coaft to avoid the ftormy mon(oon, and purpofe<l to return 
as Coon as that fcalO n was palfe4. However, they were p;epared te> 
take ad\"antage even of this abfence, iliort as they filppo(ed it; and 
the very next day rVlurzafa-jing's army, accompanied by 800 Euro .. 
peans, 300 Catfres aud TopafTes, with a train of artillt:ry, oega.n tet 
march from Pondicherry, and cro{TUlg the river Coleroon, emcred 
tbe kingdom of TanJore. 

Mr, Duplei\:. had "frrongly recommended to Chullcla-fahcb to faffel 
nothing to divert him from proceeding direClly to attack the cit) of 
Tritchi~opoly; fincc it was evident, that until this place was reduced,.. 
lh~ f.""tmily of An'war~()(l('an Khan would always be enabled to mak<: 
efforts to recover [he Naboulhip. Chunda-faheb acquiefced jn th~ 
truth of thit reafuujHg;. and, not to difcourage the nrdour WWl wllich-
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Mr. Dupleix Cupported his caufe. Colemoly promifed to fo llow I,is 
advice, when at the fame tim~ He intended to act COlltcrary to it. 
From the dread of Ie{fcnlJlg his own importance, as well as that of 
ldurzafa-Jing, he had carefully concealed from Mr. Dupleix that 
their trcafures, llotwithft:andiug the large contributions they had 
rai(ed, were nlmell ('xbauJl:ed by maintaining (0 numerous an army ; 
and feadng that the fiege of Tritchiuopoly might be protraCted fo 
long, that their troops would uefert for want of pay befor~ the place 
Was: taken, he had determined to open the campaign by the liege of 
Tanjore, which being ill fortified, he hoped in a few days either to 
take, or to reduce to fuch cxtrcmitif!S, as would induce the king to pay 
:t large fum o(moncy to [ave his c.apital and his crown. 

As (0011 as the anlly entered the kingdom, CbuJ1da-faheb furn
mOJled the Jcil/k to pay the arrcar~ of tribute from the death of the 
Nabob Sub<.ler-ally Kban in 1742 ; alferting, that ~hatever he might 
have paid ia the interval to An'war-orlean Khan was not a tribute to 
the l\logul gO\'ermnent, but a cO[ltribution to fupport a rebel. It 
is tho cuftom in Indofi:all to make the conquered pay all t'he expellces 

.. of tbe war; and Chunda-faheb adding to the account of the arrears 
an exaggerated account of the charges of Murza(a-jing's expedi tion 
juta the Carnatic, made the total of ,his demand amount to 40 mi1l ions 
of rupees. The King, upon the (jrllt approach of tbe enemy, had {hut 
himfdf up in his capita l, ~ud now feeing the ilorm, which he had 
for [orne t~mc apprehended, ready i'o break upon his head, loft COll. 

T3ge, and oWered to pay a ran rain : th is ,vas more ncceffary to Chun· 
(Ia-faheb, than either the I'cduClio[l of the city, o~ even the conquefi: 
1,f the k.ingdom; for in the lid\: c the trcllfures, as is the cullom 
in times of danger, would be buri I' and in the other no revenue, iu 
ahe confullons of a revolution, ca~l d be colleCted for lOme months. 
111 order therefore to callviuoe the lFing of his rcaJine(s to enter into 
a negocialion, he did not fuffer Lis army to approach nearer than 
three miles of the city; and he r .quc£l:ed the commander. of the 
Pn:nch bottalion not to oommit h lI:iliti .. during the treaty. The 
wily Tanjorine kriew that by prot '", time: helhoulJ increai: \he 
diII:rc1i of his enemies, and in . ."pre/fed hintfclf with " 
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much feemiug humili ty, that Chunda·faheb fufFered himfelf to be '749' 
amufed to the middle of December, without having fettlildtbe~erms ~ 
of accommodation . III the mean time the king, correfjxmding widt 
Mabomed-ally at Tritcbinopoly, joillcJ. with him ill exhorting Nazir-
jing, at Col-condah, to come nnd fettle the affairs of the S;arnatic ill 
per{oll, nfter the example of his father Nizam-al-muluck. He like .. 
wife folicited the affiflance of the Englilh, who exhorted him to de .. 
fend him(elf to the Jan extremity; but rent to his affifiance no moro 
than 20 Europeans, who were detached from Tritchiuopoly, and en
tered the ci ty of T anjorc in the night. 

Mr. Dupleix beheld with great anxiety this detenli'on of the army 
before Taojorc, and continually [ellt letters, reprefcnting to Chunda-
faheb the fuper ior imponance of "-rritchinopoly: and finding that his 
exhonations had no effea. he ordered the com mander of the French 
battalion to endea .... our to break off the treaty, by cothmitting (orne" 
flgnal hofiility. !ly this time Chullda-faheb likewj(e thought it 
n eceffiuy to attack the place, and, in order to int.imidate the Tanjo-

, 

rines, made his whole army march round the walls founding their' 
military Il)ufic.. This proceffion was repeated four days fucce'flh-ely, 
but without effect. The Tanjorines fired from the walls llpon the 
troops, whilfi: they were making this parade; and on tbe fifth day 
the French troops attacked three redoubts, about 600- )'~rds from 

, 

the waUs, and carried them with-the 10fs of five Europeans. Early 
the 11,Cxt morning lOme of the killfs minifiers came to the G:lmpt 

and entered iato conference with Chllnda-faheb, who made11is propo-
{,,1s, and allowed the king two days to confider of them; but finding 
that no :In(we-r was returned on the third, he 'tliJ"eCted the French 
commandant to bombard the town: a. few.lh.ells fell near tbe king" 
palace, and frightened him fo mucb, that he immediately (ent depu-
ties to the camp ~ who_ ,'enewed the conferences, which continued 
three days longer without concluding al~y thing. The Frellch comw 
mandant, more we.ary than Chunda--fabel> of thefe delays, renewed 
the bombardment; and the enomy, a(Jille<l by the Englilh foldier!!, 
an(wered it by the fire of many pieces of cannon) whicb they had'
bro"g~t from different parts of the fortifications to rhilt which /wrts 
"I'pofite IboFn:TIcb attack. Exafpcrated by this unexpeCtcdfclillanc~;-, 

they --. 
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'749. they atTaulted one of the gutes of the city, and carrieo it j but were 
...,...,.. II cver theJe( prevented from en tering the town by ftrong entrench

ments. H owever, this (uccefs thoroughly intimidated the king and he 
now, for the Mfa time, entered feriouOy into the difcuffioll of Chunda
fi.lh elJ's demands, and ratified the treaty on the 21 flor December; by 
which he agreed to payChunda~f.1.heb,asNabob, 7,000,000 rupees, and 
l OO, OOO immediately 111 hand to the French troops; he likcwife ceded 
to the French company the fovereignty of 8 I villages, which had for
merly depended on Ihe tow n of Karical, where the French had efia
blifheo thcmfelves, and built a fort , againfi'his will, in the year 1736. 

1750. \Ve are not exaCtly informed of the fum fiipulated to be immedi-
ately paid i but in thefe militari colleB:iolls the 11rl1: payment rarely 
exceeds a fourth part of the whole alfetfment. 'fhe king paid the 
money with the fame r,)irit of procrafiination that he had employed 
in mllkillg the Agreement. One day he fent gold and filver plate, and 
his officers wrangled like pedtars for the prices at whicb it fhouJd be , 
yalue<l; al\other day he fent old nnd oufolete coins, fuch as he kuew 
,vQuld requi.(c O:ritl and tedious examination; and then he fent jewels 
3nd precious francs, of which the value was 1l:ill more difficult [ 0 be 
a'rcertailled. Chuuda-faheb r.'lW lhc drift of thefe artifices, aod know
ing them to be common praCl:icc::s, fubmitted to wait, ~athcr than lo(e 
the money, of which he was 1'0 much in waot. [n thefe deJays feveral 
weeks more elap[ed ; and the king of Tanjore had not completed 
the firh paym~1It when Mr. D ll pleix iufQrmed Chuoda-faheb, that 
Nazir-jing was approaching from Gol-condah, and advifcd him at all 
events to take po{feroon of Taojore as a place of refuge. But tbis 
news {huck ~Iurzafa-jing with (0 much terror, tlmt he immediately 
hroke up his camp with precipitation, and marched back towards 
Pondidlcrry. 

N azir-jil\g,little regard ing the (chemes of1\l1u rzafa-jiug, but very ap. 
prehenfivcofthe intcl1tiou:>of.his elder urotber, Ghazi-o-dean, tofilper
fede him in the fouuah fhip of the fouthern provinces, was 3th ancing to
wants Delhi with a conficlt!rable army, Whetl he heard of the battle of 
,Aml>oor. The conquefiof the Carnatic rendered rusnephcw 110 longer 
a chimerical a.dventurer, but a formidable rival; he therefore defifred 

,£rOm his journey to Delhi, and returued to Gol-condab, where lie im-
. ..,- mediately 

• 



cecll_, ~ to .11 .... "1 bis anii)', aod iimt "","IS to all thf: N • 
.hc!bJ aod RaJab, ,.bafe tcrrilDrie.lic to the ~ of the J;ri/OQ, to 
bQI4 thcmfelves in rudindS Ie accompany him, witlLthc ft.,.. of 
troops which, _ithee as priDcea !",ying tribute, or.,1Cudah>ria of ebe 
empire. they were obliged to furnilh ill times of daasw:r to tile M0-
gul government. It is p(oUable, f~om the implicit obecli4oce whidl 
WI' paid to thefe orders, tbat he was generally believed to bel the reel 
Teprefentative of the emperor. For fome time Nazir-jing im~ 
.hat .he report alone of .hefe extraordinary preparations would inti
midate his nephew, and induce him to make fubllliffions: but fiod ... 
ing .bat Murrufa-jing, parfuing bi. fuccelf .. , had marched into the 
kingdom of Tanjo.e, he fet out from Oal-condah, and advanced to
ward. ebe C""atic- Hi, army, CDcwnbc:red with all the preparations 
nec:cffary 10 tVmilh the tame lullllrjes in hi. camp !' he eujoyed in 
hit capital, ...... e t'w and dilatory march~ a'" was duriIlg ita pnI-. 
gref' every clay augmented by the comIng in of tbe dilFerent tr'CqIO 
fummoned to join bim. I-k had bired three bodies of Moratt ..... o£ ' 
10,000 men eacb, to aCt as the hWfars of the army: one of theCe WM 

commanded by Morvi.row, the fume man who WOIleft govemor of 
Tritchinopoly when /\'e Morattoes took the city' from Chund •• (aheb 
in '743. Morari·toW was ~t forward, and in the middle of Febru
ary arrived on tb. bank of tb_ Coleroan, the fouthem boundary of 
the Carnatic, before any other part of Nazir-jing's troops had entered 
the province to the north. , They met near tbe Pagoda qf Chiu... 
brum the.,-my of lIlurzafa-jing, returning with the French bltttaliOll; 
and hewg Dot ftrQng enwgh to ve .. ture a general battle, th. y divided 
into dilli:rent bodie" and continued to harrau the enem,.. line of 
march, which ext<:nded tbree leagues: they were often repalfed by 
the lire orebe French 6eld pieces, IlOtwitWhnding wbich tbey,con
ainued to retarD to the charge, and accompanied Mwzafa.jing·J armr 
ulllil it arrived at ViUanorc. Murzall.jing and Cbunda.(abeb ..-

• into PCllldicbcuy to confer with Mr. Dupleix, who lharply reproar:boroI 
~eb for having deviated from the plan of attacking Tril!-
.:moope\y ... aIfo for not takiog polfeBion of Tanjore. It was now DO"', ' .... to dilfem.." -S Chaada-t&he~ confelTed the mori>;eJ 
of Ilia "\I t~""bf .e4Cotiag ebe di~ to wbich Jlfumafa-jings 

T affiIIn. • 
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..... as well as his own, were at that Ii ... e reduc:I!I ,.,. WIllI' .. 

•• or: he added, t~t Wbat they had received at TlIDjoIe W I~ 
wife been expended in the pay of the army, to whom {uob arc .... 
were Jlill due, that he every day apprehended Come tumult, or per
haps a general defection to their common enemy Nuif-jinS' The 
known gooeroflty of Chunda-~b lCcured him' from tbe {uJPicion of 
di/fombling in this declaratioD, and Mr. Dupleix now fhowed his 
abili~ to condua the .... bitiou. cauCe in which he was engaged, by 
_ .... tiAg to employ the ,rea(ure. of the French company to re
Iieve.lhe cIiftrdiI of his allies. He lent them 50,000 pounds, and gave 
.. that be intended to (umifh them with Ilililargel' fum.: this well
lim'" affi/lance teCOnciled and pacified the army of Murzafa-jing • 
.At the /&me time Mr. Dupleix augmented th~ French battalion to 
the number of 2000 European;t and ordered this body to· encamp, 
under the command of Mr. d'Auteuli at VillanaI.Y. where the army 
of Murzafa-jing waa polled. 

Nazir.jing on eAtering tbe Carnalic. (ummonecl Mabomed.ally to 
ja!D him &om Tritchinopoly, and difpatched letters to Fort St, David. 
~g tbe EngIi1b to fend a body of Eur"""ans; and he ordered 
.. -. troops. that marched from the northward to rendezvous under 
the farts of Gingeo, lituated about 35 miles to the north well of Po.u
dicherry, Largl: bodies arrived tbere every day; and at length, 
about the middle of March, came uJ> Nazir-jing himfclf with the 
IIjIiu body, When the .. bole was affi:mbled, his army confilled of 
JOD,OOO figbting men, of which more than oue half were cavalry. 
together with 800 pieces of c:amIOn, and '300 elt:pboDtI. Tbi. 
'-'ce, aud tae number of great lanIs who mDowed his Ibondard, con
"iDccd the Englin. thai Nuir-jing .... real Soubah at tho {outh. 
C\'Il provinces, and they orcleIlOCI the detachment at to 
proceed with Mabomcd-any. wbo. Jl'i~ eoooc. hoJr1O~!II 
at VaIdore, aboat 6£teeI1 iniId frcar.Ponclicheny_ 
jIIa (be a:acl of March. ~~, w.., .. 

Fort St. o..w. ~ his 
of Murza=.l 

of tha and .Ii~ 
IIIIIjc< -l'&"~"""·IIIIl''"~~ 
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M 'JiWioltd It""" IdI ~!be •• , ..... ..,. • .Eaft Iodi. 
eodIjIMi1l be._itdllllit ....... _~ poa.: ... -.I!i. am. 
oth~ oriental cO<Qpl!lDenu, 6ef1l'Cll .~ LaWRIICI to take upon 
him tile e<Im~ ci hif,olIo!<! ,..." ..... ~ tq atea:k (be 
eneqjy immediately. Major ~ee ~ IItae dac ~ 
would eeft the live. of maDy ~ men, II the Frcncb.OC<:IIJlic!I II 
Ilrong poll defended by a large train of artillery; but that, by ~ 
hi. arl/lY between the enemy and Pondicberry, be might, I>y en~ 
off their cbmmunication, oblige tbem to fight at a greater difadvan. . 
tage. Nazir-jing replied, " 'What! thall the great Nazir-jing, the 
., fon of Nizat;n-al-nluluck, even fur an advan~, (utrer the difgracc' 
" of fceming 10 retreat before" deij>icable an en.my I No, be would 
.. lb&I"cb and altack them in front." Major Lawrence replied, tbat 
be lbight.a .. he pleafed; the Engli/h would be ~, tQ fupj'Qrt 
bim. The two armies were fo near, that an engagement feemod ~ 
cvitable j and there was fo much difordcr at this time in the F~cIa 
battalion, that had the advice of Naz.ir.jing been fullowe'1l, the attack 
be propofed would have been fucoefsful. 

The French office,. wbo accotnpanied Murz.afa-jing to Tapjord 
bad taken care to receive, out of the fira payments made by the king, 
tbe money that bad been Ilipulated as their /hare of the c",~~ 
On tbe return of the army to Pondicherry, moll of thefe 
q'l~ and obtained leave io quit the camp, and repofe themfeIves 
from their fatigu .. in the city, and others were fent 10 /jIpply tbeir 
place.. Thefe entering upon fellice jullas Nazir-jing's army·alfem.
bled at Gingee, complained 10udlT that they /hould have been cbolm 
10/land the brunt of dan~r, without any profpe£f or advantag~ 
whild thofo, who had without any rif'!u. got fo mQch money at 
TlDjore, "'ere futfiored to retire from the Scld. They made rOlllOl\
Onta .... IDd demandeCI a fum of money, to put their fortunes ~"'* 
... thok to wbok polls ~el fucceeded. Mr. Duph:is , 

th. bacI< 10 their duty by ji,,,e .. ity; but an arrCft. 
rea inUIIeiI receiving \lac lime trea~Dt; and 

be (pared from the fervil:e of tbe 
whole put)' ..... fulf'ered to remai .. 

T ~ witho~ 

• 
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wlllMut puoithment. and oootilNid to {ow £atliod ~ ...... 1IIit: 
ne 1OIdie..., from Ihit ehlllple of their oBicen, grew itdbIent, .... 
IIeeame regardl.fs oftheir duty. , 

Such .... the confulion in the French camp, w .... Mlj ... J---
J'eJJCe arrived at that of Nazir-jinr. The _ day tho two atyoiea 
drew out in vi ... of each other, and a cannonade enfued. Mr. d' Au
teml having no relianc;e 00 his treoeo. and dradior tho confequen .... 
of beiDg attocked by the Eorlilh, foot a meRi:nger to acquaint Ma
jor Lawreace, that althtegh the b'IIopI of the two natiOlll were en
,p...t in dilment CIIIIfeo. yet it _ not hi. intention that ""y Eo
........ blood /houL! he {pilt: and .. be did not know in what part of 
Nazir-jing', army the Englilh 10K pOft, be could not be blamed if 
any of the French thot came that way. Major Lawrence returned 
an{wer, that the Enghfh colour. were earned on the flag.gbD of their 
artillery. which if Mr. d'Auteuil would look out {qr. be might from 
tbence d~er w~ere tbe Englith were pofted. , He added, that al
though be ..... aa unwmior aa Mr. d' Auteuil, to fpill European blood, 
}'et iflollY /bot came Ibat way. he thould certainly return lhem. A 
Iidt~ the French entrenehmeol ftew over the Englilh battalion; 
l1114~jor Lawrence, irQagining that it was fired by Mr. d'Auteuil', 
brdM>o try whether the Englilh would venlure 10 come to aCtion wilh. 
thO F'l-ench. direCted illo be anfwered f .... m three guns: the ICditious 

. French oIIiee ..... inllead of encouraging, dilheartened their men, bJr 
exaggerated defcriptions of Ihe fuperior force of lhe enemy. The 
canoonade did little e,...,ution, ~fed in the evelling. 

As fuoo .. 1he night let in, 13 oIIicoon went ' in • body to Mr. 
j'Autcuil,pgellp .... ~fIionI.andi_edialll1ylaft _camp; 
..... ,by this ~ ddWtioa .,..""mM dIf W>ic of". troops. 

impIped it tb Mr. Mr. d' Aaleuil ~ 1ibe con
hit _ ia doiJ toofulion to • gcueral aaion, 

1niIn the lie"" and 
MIIr-

Dever 

andte_ 
W. dctamiPs'inl 
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r ..... 4ayaw •• _ .. cw .:~ IdII.pa/WJet"eell 
the t!Vet campa, with ..-ef ~, ....... ti ... ; and feoeralllfii
een in Nazir.jing' •• ....,. had aIIIucd Mursafa.-jmg. that in. fob
milled, dIcy would protea bis perfdD, 1M ~ die-execaaonl' 
any treaty W'hicb hamisht moke witb his IIRCle9 but hi, 7diat1cetID 
tbe Frellcb troops aDd Mr. Dup\cix, bad hirhtrto pteYOlltell him (mill • 

laying down his arms. There was now 110 time to be IdA in "II'" 
beration, for everyone wa, convinced that In confequence at the J'e6 

treat of the French l>attalioo, the whole army, before another fUR 

was fCI. would I!'""vide lQr its fafety, either by taking Big"t, or ,. 
going over to Nazir.jing. Chu';d.·f.thefj who bad every thing to 
fear from tbe reiCnlau:llt of hi. refOlution in lbe in-
fran .. tl> IICcompany tho French Pondich~., JI( .. rzoea.,. 
jing ItiIl .... _ed. Hi, prihcipaJ determiDed 1'itn. by ... ' 
fenting the irreparable dilgn.co of espo6ug,tbe fiandanl of the empire;. 
",hich hedifpla,..,d, to retreat. lOr it Is '.P\>Ofed thaI this .nf.gn never 
ret,.,.... He tberefore refultd fa accompany Chunda.faheb; and. 
relying 01l. t4e a/furanccs which h!l<t~n "made to him. from Nuir. 
jing'. camp, r"'olred tl/'liood, d.putt .. II'>Ilhor, with offen to furrender._ 
After this gloomy conf_""" tbe two friends opprelfed, bu~nOI lit 
llIuch O'VCl"powere'a by lbelt misforn1nes as to defpair of 11\CCflng 
again in a beller hoor. embraced .... fcparated with profellion. of 
inviolable attachment, which althoagft. mode by prince. in lndofta .... 
"ere fincere. The French battalion, with ""'e lquadronsoof borl'. 
led by Chunda-fabeb, <lecamj>ed at midnight in (dcnee, but ilt fUch 
eonfu6on, that they IUt behiud forty gUllners. with eleven pieces of 
CBDDOD. At the flame rime the deputies of Mu ..... jing repailed to • 
,lie teat of SItana.aze Khan, who with tlJo p,incipal oIIicc .... of tbe 
""., <II c:ouat. i8trnduced. them to. Nazic-jing. Tit;. pri"'" _ 
., 0YCJj0ye4. the proI"pc:a of Mving hi. aephew ia bit power, that 
it io liiol t. ~ .. "'- 00 the kOl"llll. !bat> he woald Dei. 
"'r a prifuoor. __ deprive him ef the gov"_" 

~_. hi. ' lile-
~_ loll: h .. CUIIpt Mel pnlteecled QI 

,:~~:;:::;:::=:_Iel MOft -ppNooclaiDs dur .... d ....... ", 
" 3 "',.'1_*' ucIcr a ftri& ~ ~"I_"- that of 

Nuir·jing • 
• 
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• "fI. W~.P' ~" •• ",&I,""t. 
1Ur;i-jing, wbere he w .. ~J' puUuto jjotteat: II _ .. 

the prince was (eiud. hi. ca~ was artacked, aod hit tr"""" fur· 
prifed made little rc6llauce: many wee< lIaiu durjiis the pumar, 
{or Ihe Soubah', troop' gave no quarter, A PfiI1y u{ borfe fell in 

with the French g~nllers, who had been abandoned by tho reft of 
lbe batta!;"'. and cut the greateft pert of them to piece., They 
would have dc!l<oyed the whole, bod not \he Ellglilh ref cued tOm. 
of them from their fury; -iKIt laall of ~k were wounded, The 
M_IGIf ~~ hT l4orari<ioY<. (lu/hed on in purfuit of the 
""'Ieh ~Iion •• nd ~ up willi it before it bad gained the 
IoPIInd.hedgr. Mr. d'Autcuil formed bis men into. hollow fquare, 
whlCb Morari.row wilbonly tpnen, imagin. 
jill that the reft 9i his him; on (eeing his danger 
.when furrOUfiidcd he immediately made another effOrt, and broke 
through tbe oppo6tc fide with fix men, lo6ng nine in this {econd at .. 
tack. The Morattoca continued to barr.Co the ermy until they 
arrived at th. bound.hedge: tbey killed J 9 of the European., and 
"IIIllIIl have dim. more c:~ccutioo. had they not heeu vigoroufiy op • 
..,.. ~y the cavalry co",manded hy Chunda.fuh.b. wbo behaved 

ich great activity and refolution during the retreat. 
This vielory imircly dilj>erfed the .rl1'y of phuntla.faheb and Mur. 

pfa-jillg, and, together with th, imprifonmc:nt of his rivat, feemed to 
aJl'urc to Nazir.jing the quiet :IOd"effion of the foubahlhip: but hi. 
capacitY'w" unequal", the w.Ngement of fo great an employ, and 
tr..u(l\I began alrendy to taint lIis cou""il.. The Nabobs of Cudllpa, 
Canoul, and s...auorc:, were th4 moll coPfidet.bl. of ~h. feudatory 

• lord_ whobod ~poDitd /liJD uno the Caroatic: they .were all 
d>rce, P'taAV7)iztb. 'IQd poIlCOjed ,lui dariug '_II.«,.bii:h ~ 
.... thaJ NIIpa. Tbi, bod obeyed the fll,. q ~ of Nuir-jlng, 
I11III taken tbe ~ widMi!l ".luaaacc, heel'.., ~ ... 110 doubt 

obtai4ing. in ...... of I~ I1Ii1iIUJ' ""'ioe.-..-pill'_ of large 

-.'!=;;':i:--~Z -., .... ~. ao ... P.:;sr; 
~ II fcvM"" "" ...,. DO IDOre 

;Wai"i ~ W""'" J)irWolDtaI in Ibch ... . , 
• 
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~_!kl19l" w~ of. -:'W:whlcll. .... ~ ",ere ,at 
bi:b~ aDd to put ... en.I to it, 1¥ "'" "dIe""idf ~ _ M~r
..... jaIJ f9fobmit. They ~ ftx:Gbdeif1h Iii<": iII_tica. of-briog
iQg abOut a _ci1iation by Sh ...... .Kha,D ebe ~ ~. 
and feveral of~ principal fervants <Iii am ~" ..... ~ 
Were aeluated hy better motiveli; for, owinglbclr TortU ~~ 
aI-muluck, their gratitude to his memory, and attacruneKto!iil f&,. 
mily, made them beholll ",itb aftIitiion a civil war between hi. (oq 
and grand-Con. It was to thefe nabobs and milliners, as well· as to 
the ambafladors of Murufa.jing, that Nazir.jing had given thofe 
iOlemn a1Turan ... of not injuring bis nephew, which he broke asSoon 
as be got him into his power. This breacb of faith hurt the minds 
of .pwho had iarerlOr.d in inducing" young p;;nce to furrender: 
but .be lIIioiAeQ .. ere contenr to make gocnt1e reprefoucations to thei1 
maller, wbilll tbe Piton Nabobs openly cd loudly ..,."pIa;ned'1i/ the 
affront caft upoo themfeJves,1>y his eontempt of obligatiod., ..... the 
performanco of which tbey had prQmifed to be refponfib1e; andfrom 
thit hour they confederated, and meditated mifchief, but agreed to 
1how no farther fymptomo of diLColUent until they could cony their 
defigns iRto execlltion.. 

At Poodichcrry, the rctreatbl' the French battalion, the news of 
MUI=Ia-jing" imprifonmellt, and lhedlfperfion of his army, n~uraI1y 
ereate,hhe sreatefl conllemarion_ But Mr. Dupleix, althougb more 
alf.a.d than anyone by thefe !Udden ievedi: .. had command enougll 
lJVer himklf to f~ppreG the emotions of bi. milld, and dill'embleol 
great (erentty. He irpmediattly ordered ,t,.e army LO encamp out of 

• the beuach, fent orb ... officers. to command ir, arrelied Ibe mutinous, 
dir.a.d Mr_ cI' Auteuil to be trmd for mreating without orde .... and ' 
by hiK-.. lt4>hn101l re-efiab1ilhed- in CO_ meafure tklt of tho 

time he knew tliat tb. numberof' bit EII~ 
lIIto"I> Indian army, w" infiJlleienr to -"e a 1bnd 

of - -1.ing. aIlilled by the Englilh llallllioD I 
th. gemeral charaaer of the prince. of ........... 

~ieI7.Dfdneo.wi"g, or ~en of jOm;i ~ 
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lis order tb~(ore to goia tbe time and intelligene""C which be .... 
fO lIluch in need. he 4ctorminecl to enter into a negoeiatloa. He 
bad tOme days before written a letter to Nazir·jing. in wl>ich be !wi 
otli:re<! ",.make peace,oocondilion that Mu[zan,..jing was.re-.inlbtol 
in hi. IDrm ... governments, and Cbunda·fabeb f"'t in poITc:/lion of tho 
Nabob/hif.ef the Carnatic. To this letter Nazir.jin!; had retumcd 
no anfwe" and Mr. Dupleix made ufo of this DogloCl IS a ptqPlCt 
to continue the rorn:fpondeDa:. He alfp-ted. that the rotre.t of the 
FRlleh trool" had b"el\ executed ill ~.ncc of orders which be 

. biefelf had pet .. in bopcs of acceL:rating the peace. by that proof 
..r his aver60u 10 conliRuc boflilitie.; and to convillee Na.ir.jing 
tt.t the troop" had _ t:tkon fIighr. as was belioved ill hi. camp. ho 
boldly magnif=l tho Oaughbll" they made whon "locke<! in their .... 
tnoat. Ho renlinded biro of the bo/j>italily and good treatment which 
hi. fdb.r the'mother of Murzafa-jing. received in Pondicherry; re· 
commended thi> priace to hio clemeocr. and defire<!leavc to fend 
ambotfodnn. 

NtiIIIir·jiDt .... fODte<!lo receive Ihe erobalfy, and two of the council 
~I'badiclaerry went to the camp; ODe of them ..... well verled in tho 
Indolbn and Perfic languages, which·are the only tongue. n/edit, tho 
courta of the M.bome<!an prine... Tbl:yhad an audieDco of cercmoD y, 
.fIu .. bich they conferred, IS ufual, with the council of miniOers, and 
aJb:r /i:vera! bighordcmand .. theymadetheir ultimate propoGUs, which 
.. ere, that theea- of MurUfa.jiog /bould be invcftcd in the fon of 
tbatprin"", until Nozir-jingcouJdbe prevaile<! upon to reconcile hitufelf 
to the father; and that Chllnda-faheb IhouId be .appointed l'labo\Jof tho 
Carnatie. n. C8I1I1Cil of miDi6cra. aIIboup _y of them ",ilhoi 
well", Murzafa.jiq, WI aid _tolllpl'llliat to dJeir _OzrtM 
oIefDand.tIIIIIo bY .... Baplois lit bit bcllaIf, IIDd tiiitW-cIi de. 
,_ .... tbattlleJIIIIlcafi, .. ofClwlld.a.6beb _mnUdi .dmif!jQ~ . 
-r..;"g dtac .. I" ...... ~ 01 file C-.tle _ IdIIwol 0Il.Ma. 
hamcd-aIIy, _ " .. 'Of Fteaeh deputies 

..... tba comp.'" ; but altho.p 
lit 011-

, 
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If ,. •• CUll" &4'11:. u. 
lift,..," .-0.""'''''. ~"""'r.lI'iIIt ~ dUo !!C 
_teDeId ~abobo of ClllilPI't ~0IjI,_ ja~ 

$afpiriMs were cutertailMll oi lho da»df:ftioo 1lO,..ju8 Qf; "'" 
Fmu:h deputies, and Major '-_~ '>YU iDfoanI"i. _ r.IA .,., 
fizu was carrying on in the ciamp ~tIIt 8oube.b. iInr~sa,., 
na_ Khan, the prime miuifter, .... tboo ~...,c, 1\0 
litter part of this report was Dot true, a",1 the W/l; coold not lie 
proved: however,'the major, at an audience, endeavoured toacquaiDC 
Nazir.jing with what he had heard, but his interpreter had not cou ... 
,..ge to mllke a declaration, which would prqbably have c<>l\ him his 
life, and mijj·eprefented what be was Qrdoced to I&y. There was 110 

other method of cODveying tlUs intelligeau:e; for the tbte maiMaiocd 
by Nazirojing, u SqIlbab, {dored no letters to be dir.aty a&irdfool 
to him, and no one~.s admitted 10 a pri""te confcrell<'<O but his.pn.o 
midHler, who was involved in the accufatiol1, or his domc1lict. who. 

• 
as in all courts, were..depcndants on the minil1:er. 

On the return of the deputies, Chundawfaheb began to levy trooIls, 
and Mr. Dupleix thought it nccccrary to re-efiablilh the reputatiOil 

'Of the Frencb arms by {orne enterprize. which might convince tbe 
allies he had gained in Nazirojing's camp, ,hat he was b~th pre. 
pared and determined to cOlltinue the WIW". }\IIr. d'Aure~l, who 
bad taken the command again, marched before day, 311d attacked by 
fllrprjze: oue of the qu.rrers, of the campI into which the trOOjll 

penetrated a mile, 6ring at fugitives: for, as it is the cullom in'au 
Indian army '0 mIlke the great meal at night, and after it to imolto 
opium, and other fOJ~riferous drugs, the whole camp towards mora-
log is generally jll fo deep and heavy a flcep, that a few rcfolute·and ~ 
~1ili.~pliued men ilia, be.t up thoufand$, before they recover alcrtucli 
{ul6cient to Dlilke any vigorous reUfiance. ' 

Jo tbe mcau time major Lawrence witil, the bottalion "'l11ained.ia 
the camp. and witb ,he other 4eputies folliclted Nazir.jing to cOllfln!t. 
the gtaat, wb~b Mabomedo a1ly, now clleomed Nallob of Arcot, baoI 
anadelot/le£oUl,.~lIdia CON{IIC>T,0f a telTi.ory near Madrafs,illrellllA 
f"r ~=QflO of ,Iheir tA¥>pl. He bad oft ... promifed to I>O!I'
ply ~1 ... .Ilia 8lieiaq SNUIYUoO "haa rcgar8cd 

V JUclJ 
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fidl • eeIr"", .. inconfifteet with til. _jelly of til. MOp empIiw;. 
aDII prevented the ~ or ~t, from being iIIsed Ina Jail 
ofIIcc. Wearial wid> prmuicatinn, _jor uwrence mCdbId OIl a .... 
.emptory anCw.r, on .... icb be ._ olJ"nred that helhould be imme
diatel, &tiIfied, provided be ........ man:Ia .ith the battalion toArcot. 
wben: Nazi,.jiD, hod tabu !he reIQIation of goiDg with hiJ .halo 
.. rmy. He die! DOt think it prudent ID comply wid> this propofal, ldt 
the French and ChII ..... jMeb thoaId like adviurtage of his abG:oce 
""" in,ode the EDgIiIh lei'iIot}. He therefOR endeavoured to divert 
.. 8aubah from this JIIH1IOfe, by reprefenting that it would give 
tile enemy an opporIWIity of recruiting their forces, and recom· 
IIIOIICiDg hoftUitic.; whereas by remaining nc ... Pondicberry, he 
llligbt, by cutting off their communications with Ihe country, reduce 
them to fuch diftrelfcs as would oblige Ihem to .... cept of peace on 
his own terms. This reafoning produciDg no eJTefr~ the major re
turned with the battalion to Fort St. David, and ~n the latter end of 
April Nuii-.jing broke "p his camp at V a!dore, and marched te> 
Aic& . 

F!'Om bence he knt orders to fei .. the houfe. and cffi:a., which 
Ibc Fn:ncb company had in the city of Mafulipatnam, and at Yanam, 
.. wcaving town aboot 35 mil .. fanher n.".th. His officers proceeded 
~ithout violence, phmdered nothing, and fealed 01' what they took 
)lQfTefiion of. The detriment fuftained was not cOllfid .... bI<!; but Mr. 
Duplei", .pprifed of .he defenceleu. coudltion of Mhfulipatnam, de
ICrmined '0 revenge il ten.fold, by auackiug this ci.y, which lie had 
for fome month, confldered a. an 1IC'I"ifition fo n~ 10 bit future 
viowo, that be W pI'O\'ilI<!tI on M~jiag .. poo his lirA artmllll 
P .... icherr:r ID proaWio abe c:iIIIion of it to tile F....eh """'pan,.. 
MaCblipatnam;' Iituaood at the mouth IIr tile river Xriftua, which 
botmda the CIIIIIl and tbe lDCicDa Catnalic to the 

1lOitb: i. i. the .......... " 
ill that part of lDe ·peaj 

riYC! ~ftAa, .. .a 
.... -.or 



... toWn; I11III 
tIiiS ~ have not 
Ufo a ..- of kings at 
4"0 yeara ago, as they ray. 

but 

at tbis day a place nf """fuletable trfde mel rcbt, .""".t 
ill manufaCtur .. of painted cloths j fur ~ plats fr.,.., 
die. are enr.Cled grow DO where in fucb pcrfetlion at ill .... 
jacent terrj.ory. In .he beginning of July« dclaCbmentof.oo E!t 
ropean. and 300 Sepoys, together witb leveral piec:n nf battcriDg 
callAon and a quan.ity <>f military /lore •• were put 011 boenI two 
large (hips. which. after a palfage of three day&, IUItborcd in the road. 
Tbe troops lauded in tbe nigbt, aod altacOu,g the ciIr hr fUlprize. 
lOOk it with ~ little loli.. They bpi po/IC1Iioa nf it, aod immo
diatcly bepII to put it into a beuet pofture of .we_ 

(n the mean time the French bollalion bad, lOon after .... ~ 
of the Soubah's .... "y. funned their camp, as if in dc/iaace of-hip 
authority. on the limits of the new territory coded by Mwura-jing 
to the French company; bu. this infult produced no cft'ca 00 tbe 
mind of Nazir-jing. wno deeming the impriConmcnt of his nephew 
a fu/licic,,' fecurity.gainft any farther commotions, indulged the bent 
of his nature. and gave hi. whole time to the plcafurcs of ",om .... 
and hunting: but although he gave no application to b~e6, be 
decided peremptorily on tbe alfairo which hi> minillers reportod til 
himllAli hi> orders. howfoever abfurd, were irrevocable: bjs C8JIIW 
diCgu/loed hia friends, and his indolence rendered him contempiiillO' 
to hi> enemieS. The Pitan Nabobs inlinuated themedv .. into ~if 
favour. by encouraging him in hia vi.,... and at the fame time ~. ~ 
vili:d Mr. Dupleix to proceed to aClio ... 
~. Dupkix fullowed their advice. and ordered 500 Europeanf. 

attadt the pop. 01 Trindi, lying about fil\eeo mna. l.O the ,,;;,a 
of Fort St. o,.vid. The ~ Wvod o.a '>itadel tn. large I'~ 
hr the I'C'?f'Ic: OIl the coaft of Corommdcl call ......, 
~ to. {0i1ieD. TriYlldi IlladeJlO~ I11III fho 
!NIl it SO Eumpt"M aod IQO ~ 

Tbia ac,qaiIitioo ~ 
.... Md'-'-aBl conc1ud''''f 

Us ,that 
I 
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~y ,",uld not he6tate ro pu/h thcil- coh~ud& IIIIt ArtlIi!r, ~. 
~ N.tir-jing to penni! him io take the 1ic:4l, and ~d ~ 
'!britori.s of which he bad created him lord, allcdglng tbatthe Enk
liilh, ror the falte of their own \Ol'Cl'elis, would join bi. troop< with 
their whale lOree. Nazir-jing was fa exatperated againll the Eng
liili fur havillg refu1l!d to accompany him to Arco!, thit it was fame 
rime belllte he could IJe prevailed on to {utrer bis valru to atlt tl.eii
at!itlaIICc: at Il:ngi!lllowe\rtr he conCealed. but without giving hi. 
OWl! 'all a 'Iiideion. 'Th6 ~g'IIIb, 't!\'ured by Mobomed-ally 

'ftQllld ~tlY'defr~l 'an el/j1enM, ordered a body of 400 

~>l'I!loB' 1Ii\d t jt!b 86p!)J'S to take the field, and the Nabob nlatched 
ffIW iii ,.lih all ~(m~ of 20,QOO men, of which more thau one half 
'ite1'O'tb<! 'tl'dilp, otjq~~r-jing; bllt not thinking even this force [uffi_ 
cienc t~i.a1S through tflc I=OUlltrieS nedr l'ondiche-uy, before it was Ie
mf6t«nythe Eng1ith ttoops, he encam~d and waited for them near 
(!h.p, wbere tbey jOinc!d them in the beginning of July. 

't1>e jl,rmt tb~ rno'Ved towards Fort 'st. navid, and encamped on 
~lb6f'TriValld;\parum, \V8lting for two 24 pounders and military 

As 1'0011 as thefe arrived, they marched OIl the 19th of July 
lOWliidI tho Fre.nch, whom they difc;ovel'ed ill tbe evening about eighb 
iq11CJ to the call of Trlvadi, neat fhe northern bank of the Pannar, 
'ivhicl. river was at this time fortlable. The ar'aly halted on the [ooth 

\.JJ!~lt the river, and a large body ofSepoye, with the company of 
wel'l' detach.<\ to attack the enemy .. advanced poa., and to. 

!<COnnoitre tbo1itUatiori of thelr dtmp. A fkirmiib enfued which 
JaIled uhtiL11igtit, when thedct ....... nt was recalled. Tb<:y reported, 

.. tha~ elleI1tfT camp w •• in a snwe, ~nc\oCed by lUOllg entl'ench-
-., moUlltcd wlth ~ pi«oa vi cannon. In order to draw them 
~ thi. fituatiiiil\, C*pIaII. Cape perfuaded 'the Nabob It> mATch againll 
1'nwai; .\111 m.. ann, .-ared bOfore the pldi:!e tlte next ijay. and 
Arn1llOoed the . -.f4Io ~ to- lilrtdnd.... Coptain Cope 



;tIfIiI! T~ CtII'/HnIIIlCIct.r llie ) ~7 So. 
'~eh an. iii" ."mn .. by !he E..gIiIh , 
_10 .oar not immediRlcl1 
march away, be 6reupoathein. 
Captain Cope I14Ai1liCOI9 the bob, 
were ietermined acC'Omptll)' into pirtS'df hi aq~ 
and to affift hiD:m~a:~~;~~ all who /hould ""po(e hi. 8utbent)'. The 
mc{fcnger Was fc returned when a fhut from the Ft'e-Ili'h efts.. 
henchmep! killed of the Englilh foldi~rs. It was III1ft.>ered< 
from the tlvo \8 and four field I'ieces; and a '~annonade 
bhfued, \\Uicb from nd"" tm night, when the Engtilh quitted 
their groUi d lois of 10 Europcaru and 50 ~~ .. al;l!hoo 
of tile Nah(lb'. were . kill~: the french ~ by 

.en~[Ql~~~f~I~~:~'~:1 muCb Ids. This ill fuet:eli ~t III army h.Uu/!;,f.;,) a tOtal 'IIIIr~ 'Ihd 
hili1ering him to relnove out of the nei~bo\Jrhbod l>Y die 
'enemy,,'be propoieQl to m3rch to the well, pretending that hi!ll~y 
~ould not their "reCent fituation, fince all their proviGorn: 
'cobing from and the inland parts of the \,rovince, would be 
eXj>0(ed to tbe flations at Ging~, Valdor., and TriV~dI! ~ 
.ccompan)'ing the the Il.nglllh would It.ve been of no oilier 
fervice than that 1hewing him to the province ill patadfJ.t the 
head of an army: thts, ridiculous as it may app~aT, was the-wry 
fewice he to all others; fmc. it """Ill bave produced u6t 
only the the renters and farmers of tile C~Ulltty, 'bh 
likewife fome by the prefonlS he Would have obliged them 
to make. Ou other band, c.ptain Cope was inflruCled not to 
march beyond any the French poets. left his communication 'With' 
Fort St. David be cut off; and he Was likewif'. onrc~ 
endeavoor by all to bring the enelll), to '.r, eniaiemcbt.!"t. 
therefore infified the Nabob that'", •• rmi lIioUf.t.ptace ~. 

the . caml' and Pondicherry. Ther. ~ere'''' 

~;:;~'~~~i:~~twO, 6piniOJls (0 dir~ ana !ha'~. 
~ Nabob fo much his aires, d!l1 

JKrl:lii 

\ 



main bodyat 
: the,.boIe focce, 

asoo Scpoyw. I,IId 1000 

with tw~ IicJd pi ...... 
of s- foot .... 15000 bode, 

I hit camp bCtw_ two villaga w hlch 
tile 1Iahb, the r~ W8I defended by a river; in froat ...... 
cutrellC!unCDteied by the infantry. aDd in tile otIw 

~t~w;~!MJe t:berc, tnt~lMI\ts, can_ wen: plaDteCJ 
II 'Iq6e'" of . out on tde iOaaed & ""-' w.c 

iIII._ CIIIIIpo On tbe 21ft of Au French advance4 to 
lj~~I~ alot"ard difpofition: their p'WCte diftributed in 
If baggagc..carts were in .. ~ line ill the rear, 

~cayalty wero on each ..... feveral bah .. during 
"*lllich tbq gavc • general artillery, wbich was 
awn by tile -y'. a Ibot """bich 
.... epcu&5on ~ but • ufe of to tyjgbtcn 
~, ret lite to • fomc of 
d1c.Sopoyt. s~ ~ 

< ~ w~ 

and 
cbst 
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jlng _ of the lie 
An:ot. Mr. Dupleix rdOlvat to .vail himf.lf of iaatiMty. 
of the gc:oerai cona.rllllboo whicb th. delCot of Mabomed.ally ~ 
c:au1Od in t~ neigbl~iDg-countri .... nd immediately ordered m. 
II/1DJ to man:h and attack Gingee. This place was formerly d". 
rJ>d...".. of Il -U MorattOC> kings, wbofe dominion •• xtended 
&em!wN:c to \he bonkn of tile kiugdom at Tanjor.: Ihefe princea .., .... the ...... on pi cbo ........ &'"8gee. who became ltiDg over.a 
tbJ. Murattae __ I ... clit - Ioug been a ~. ~ 
erroneous noli .... tl>at ~ was born at Gi.... . .... 
{~6cations. os welf .. tW .of Wi ..... , bear the mara of 1ho!QUi
lar1 dlaraa.r of the na&ioa to .which they be1eoged. A arang wan 
Banked witb towers, ad" elUaoding near thr •• mil.s, il1cloies Ihree 
IIlOUDlai:U. which form llearly.., «I'ilareral triangl.; th.y ... e fteep 
and craggy, and ou the top of cadi are built large and ftrong ...... , 
hcf>des, I""rc arc many other fortiJications upon .be declivities: .... 
the plain belW .... the three IDOIlDIain. is a large toWn. 'the In
cIiano, who .aeem no fortiicalioDl very ftrong, unleli placecl upoot 

high and -4iftic:ult eminenccs, bIov" alway. regarded G. as tbe 
ftl"OllFQ r...u.ni ia tho Carnatio:. 

A hlFcbmmt .. :Iso European., 1200 Sepoy .. wilh (oar 4ieJot: 
pieea, _-,."01" Mr. BUlfy, fel out before .he reft of the .... 1If. 
and ~ Iv ...., marches, intcDdil1g, it ia probaltk. 10 attack 
~ bJ ..... " " ..,.&cIoe"o 1ooxI,. comlHllded by Mr. cYAut ... 
fiIIIaINI. dIi! ~Gh ion:echnardl. When in lighl of 

=~f.:~~of;the~ 60gilives from m.~ .,..,. ... ca:-;J..'DICIU the ~w. 
IIJ E,r He iii ..... ,. 

~~~II4~.-........a .. Id ... 
~_.lIIl:ito.illtd tfIcr 

chao .... 
\ ciII"'l. 

--
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!iIk",.:lJ1d killed ",Q/l of the lEn ...... -..jjjj,WJa; Tb.y""" 
proceeded 10 petard ooc ai the !Bra of tho ..... · ...... the plain, 
IUId got polTdiion of it a little beJiooe night, ' ... ida ........... ly tlu.l 
or four men. and Ihe troops with a1blll'; :IniJIiIry .. iJakpge _eel' 
the town ; where Ihey immediatclyforri/iedth.~.., barricading 
the uarrow llreets with the bag~ aruI by difuibuting 
the C3JUIOD. in the larger avenues. III thie. Jituatiou they wore ex
J"'fed to a continuallir. f1'Oll1 thc three mountains: tb. Moors h"ke
_tbrew grea.nombonoai """"t .. in hopes oHerting "fire to the 
qombaftiblc /l0r<1t. The Frencb bombarded the forts with moltars, 
and mcd upon tbem witb artillery until tbe mOOR fet, which ..... llie 
lignal to fronn the forti(lCation& on the mountains. None but the 
Europeans were deJl:ined to this hardy enterprize, who attacked all 
we tb,"CC moulltai.Qs at tbe.:: [.,me tilIJ~ and found ou each redoubts 
above redoubts., which the, carried fuccefiivcly fword in hand, ulltil 
U>C'Y.i""'" to Ibe fummile, when: tbe forrificati"';' were /lronger tha .. 

f~~ they ncvertbelefs pu{hed on and pe
pta, and by day-break were in poffeffion of them all, 

loA. only tw~nty meu ill the different attaeks. On contem
I,lating the difficuhies they b"d conquered, they were ./lon i{hed at 
the rapidity Qf their own fuecer., and the extreme pufillauirnity of 
tbe difenders ; nnd indeed, bad the attack lx:en Dladc in day-Jight, it 
could not: have fuccecdcd; for the l\foors, 3S well as Indians, ofcen 
defend rhcmfeh"es vory oolliDab:ly behind /lrong walls; but it {houle! 
{eern thac no advantages, either of number or Jituation, can couutet\'ail 
the terror with which tbeyare firuck whon attacked in the night. 

Th. great reputation of thoJheDgth DfGidget naturally exalted the 
fame of the F,epcb prowefs; and the 10Cs of tbi. important fortreti 
.wakened Na",ir-jing. andnwlr Aim.t loft rccolaa that it "'II time to 
oppof. Ih. l,mgref. of an CI.cmywbD f ...... d capable of~hIo IJoIo1~ft tn
t.rl"ize.. On hi. arrival lit Areat, hoi bad ieAt h.ck 0cI1-condab 
two of hi. the s..,atdl: pal~oIr.tfleaOOf".1 hi_.,."", 

banlC wilb tIlti. 



be/~ Ita too" be Iltld, and (ent two 
~f his oIIicers to to with I\fo. DupleiJ:: who how 
.. ot only.infined on Murtafa-Jing to hi. liberty aod 
enates, together with Ibli appointmblt of Chundk-fiheb in tQa Car
\tauc; but required alfo, that the city of Mafidipatnam, with its d ... 
pendencies, thould be given up to the French company. and that 
their troops fhould keep potfeffion of Gingee until Nazir-jing re-
turned to Aureng-abad. • • 

He fcarcely expeCled that Nazir-jing would agree to there im .. 
Jterious tennSJ and by pmpofing tbem had no other intention than to 
provoke.him to take the field, for it was in the field alone that the pro
jcas he bad formed againft him could ue carried ioto execution. His 
expe8ation w¥ not difappointed, for Nazir-jing immediately ordered 
his troops to marc~ towards Gingee, and in the latter end of Sep
tember joined them--ru(Otelf. Hi, army was now mucb lefs numerout 
than when he enter,t:d the C~rnatic; for very few of the chiefs .. po 
had been permitted to return to their own ~ollntries. rejoined his 
ilandard, and the troops which he ha.d fent to Gol.c()ndah were at 
too great a difiance to march back into the province of Areot be
fore the rainy feafon. His camp however confill:ed of 60,000 foot, 
45,000 horre, 700 elephants, and 360 pieces of cannon, and with, 
the auendan", who in an Indian army always out-number the re. 
gular troops, contained a multitude litt~e lefs thalt 30o,,?oO men. 
This great body moved very Oowly, and employed fifteen days ill 
marching thirty miles; and when at the diltance of fixtecn (rom 
Gingec, were preveI\tCd from getting any farther by the ra.ins, which 
fetting in with ' great violence, overflowed the whole country. The 
notion of expofing the fl:andard of the empire to di(grace, b): appear .. 
iug to retreat, pre"ented Nazir-jing from returning immediatel! to 
Areot, and in two tat three days his atmy was jnclofed 'between twa 
rivers, which were rendered a~ impalfable by the inundation. 
The conlmunication with the neighbouring countriel grew every da, 
mQt"e diJllcull, proviftons became (carce, and the Blm)' tuffering like-
wi&. froin tbr inel.maney of the. weather, Ilcknef. began to fj'l'ead in . 
the camp. *"!l tbere diftrefl' .. we .. likely to eoutinu. \lnlil the re- . 

VW'n 01 fair weather in ~ The wlVl:ring' temper of Nazir-
X jin, 

\ 
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1750. jing grew impatient at rheCc"Unexpea.d impedjmCllt¥o frhich pro
- . traded a war, in which he had already walled a year, ablent from 

the rellof the vall ellates of hi. foubabfhip: and growing on a Cud
den as anxious to quit the Carnatic as he had hitherto been food of 
remaining in it, be renewed" his correfj>ondence with Mr. Dupleix ; 
and to avoid the difgrace of feeing the French maintain their pre
te!l6ons in hofiile defiance ot his authority, he detcnnined at lall to 
giv~ his p"atents f<>;r all the ceffions they demanded, on condition that 
they fhould hold them-.. hi, valfals. 

, 

Mr: Dupleix, who well know the little faith to be repol<:d in any 
engagemehts or profeffions made by the princes of Indofian, neither 
{offered the offers of Nuzir.jing to Oacken his mach inations with the 
difcontentcd confederates in the army, nor his relinnce on thefe to 
intel'Iupt "is n('gociMioll with their fnvereign. , rt was now tbe 
month of Qecember, the rains were ceafed, and the important mo .. 
ment was at hand, when it was abfolute1y necelfary to !llake the op
tion between two very different methods.of accomplifhing his views. 

His correfjJondence with the Pitan Nabobs had been carrj~ on 
{even months, and they had engaged in their con(piracy above twenty 
other officers of principal note; fo that all together the confederates 
GOIIIIDanded one half of Nazi-r-jing's army; they reprefented, that if it 
was wonderf111 the feerer had been fo long kept by fo many, every 
hour's delay 1I0W teemed wi.tb infinite rilques, fince, in .order to make 
the difpofttions neceffary to infure the fuecers of the enter;prize, they 
were obJiged every day to communicate to numbers of {ubaltern 
officers a fecl'!:t, which, at the time of execution, m\lfi: be known to 

• all their troops. 
At the f.'lme time cnme deputies (rom Nazir-jing to Pondicherry, 

who confidently affirmed that be would immediately lign the treaty, 
break up his camp, and march out of the Carnatic. 

Mured of (ucceC. by either of thefe events, Mr. Dupleix left 
chance to decide which Ihould take place, and preffing Nazir-jing's 
j1eputiea to produce the treaty lllli/ied, he at tho f_timc"ordered 
tIIie commander of the French troopo at Gingooe to num:h the very 
idaDt that tbe CCfUed- a-w figuify .. him tbaJ ~v.ry thi ... 
'ffIi ..... tAl carry the iOIlB-~~ .... CX«ul .... 
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'I1Ie n.mmons froID !be ' Pita .. N.bobo arrived. at Gingee before the '1 SO • 
.. tification of the treaty at POlldi<:herry. ........ 

It was on the 4th of December that Mr, de I. Touche, who now 
lCommanded the troops, began his march from Gingee with 800 Eu
ropeans, 3000 Sepoys, and ten fieJd pieces. Sqme hints were given 
[ufficient to infpire the foldiers with confidence, ~ut Mr. de la Touche 
communicated the whole plan only to Mr. Buffyand three or fourof' 
the principal officers. A guide fent by the confederates conduCtef 
the army towards the quarter where the troops immediately tom
manded by Nazir~jing encamped, which, after a march of fixteen 
miles, the French came in fight of at four o'clock the next morning. 
The whole camp extended eighteen miles, every Nabob and Rajah 
having a feparate quarter. Some cavalry going the rounds difcovered 
the Freech battalion, and ,Jarmed the advanced polls, which were 
very foon difperfed; the French then came up to the line 9£ Nazir .. 
jlng's artillery, behind which were drawn up z 5,000 foot. Here tbe 
confliCt: became tharper; for the firft: firing having fpread the alarm, 
moO: of the generals devoted to Nazir.jing Cent their troops to the 
place of action j fo that one body was no focmer ~epulfed than another 
fucceeded, and even many of'the fugitives rallied, and formed again 
in their rear. The French never experienced with more fucceft the 
advantage of field pieces managed with the dexterity of quick firing; 
for this alone preferved the troops in many a repeate.d charge from 
being broken by the cavalry. Thns furrounded, they gained their 
way very nowly, al.d after palling the line of cannon, were three 
hours advancing three miles into the camp. They had already dif
perred one .half of the army, when they defcried at fome difi'allce a • 
vall: body of borfe and foot drawn up in order, which extended as far 
-as the eye could reach; and the French .troops were on the point of 
loling courage at the idea of having this formidable 0011: l1:ill 10 cn
'Counter, when they perceived in the center of it an elephwlt bearing 
a large wbire llag. This was the fignal of the confederateo: it was 
immcdiatcly known by Mr. de 10 Touche, and explained to the trcope. 
who ezprefiCd their joy by repeated thours: they were ordered to 
halt. lIIItil fame intelJigllncc fhould be received from the Pit"" N ... . 
1Jobt, wbolO rnfign. were now difcerncd approacbing, 

X. i'/azir-jing, 



N,z;l'.jing, who had tbe day before ratified hi. treaty with Mr •. 
D upleix, and (ent it to POlldicherry. gave no Ql'cdit to thofe who firtl 
fCPOI'ted to him that his camp was attacked by the French troops: 
\\ hell cOllvinced of it, the majcfiic ideas in which he bad bf:cn cdu· 
cated, togetber with (orne degree of natural courage, did not futrer 
him to apprehend anx danger from {ueh a handful of men, and calling; . 
their attack H the mad attempt of a. parcel of <11 unken Europeans,'· 
l1e ordered the officers who were near him to go and cut them to 
pieces, a'"!u at the (ame time orderc:d the head .of Murzafa-jing to bo 
JUuck off and brought to him. ~1ctrcngers arrived every minute to 
inform him of the progrcf.:; which the French troops were making; _ 
and 011 enquiring what difpofirions were made by the different Nabob9 
and chidlJ who followed his fiandard, he was told, that ' the. troop9-
of Cudapah, CanouJ, (;umJanore, of 1.r1ore. together with :ZO,oo().. 

of the Morattoes, were dj'awll up jn .order of battle, Lut had not yet 
advanced to ·rcpulfe the .French. Enraged at this· inaCtion of fo, large 
a part' of his arlny,-he mounted his elephant, and accompanied by his 
body--guard, advanced toward- thefe troops: .and the firft he Ca ine to 
were thofe of Cudapab, whofe Nabob was at their head. azir .. 
jing rode up to him. and tola him, .that he was a dallardly coward, 
whadared not to defend {he :Mogul's ilandard againfi- the moil con .. 
temptil>le of cucmie£. The traitor replied. that he knew no en~my 
but Nazir~jing, and at the falDe time gave the lignal to a fufileer. 
who roo with him Oll the tame elephant, to fire. TIle-fhot mi(fcd,. 
no which CUdapah himfdf difcharged a cnrabin~ which lodged two 
bMls in the heart of the uofortmlate Nazir~jir1g, who fell dead on 

" Ihe plain, Hi. guard. were Ilruck with fo much di(may at thi' Jud
,--len ;tffaffination. that few of them attc:mptcd,tQ revenge 1 , ::md thefe 
few were moll difperfed, or cat down. 'I'he Nabol> of Cudapah then 
ordered .he head 10 be {i:, ered from Ih. body, and hafted away wilh i. 
to the tentof Murzafa.jing, c(>IIcerningwhoie rarety he, hadno anxiely; 
blving engaged in the ... eM-le, the officer 10 whole eve ~be COn· 

1t:.::~of this prince bad heel. entrulled: he ,round him tre~ frolIl 
~4 wbich he had now wora fe_ moulhs, aud ~Iing him 

d do. Dccao. pmeatod to him, u. co~il oJ 
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title, the head of hi. uncle. Murt8fa-jing. onIen.d it .,;, 'be fixed on 11 JO: 
• pole, and to be carried to the army of the confederate., whither he '-""-' 
repaired himfelf atreuded by the Nabob. 

The news was fpread through the confederate army with great'" 
rapidity by the elevatioll of fmall white banners: Mr. de Ja Touche 
difcovered there fignaJ. very foon after he had ordered the French 
battalion to balt, and knew the meaning of them : a fe,'V minutef' 
after came a. hor(emall at fun fpeed, fent from Murzafa.jing; upon 
which Mr. BuIT:v was immediately di~atched to complimellt him, 
and receive his orders. The death of Nazir.jing was no fOOnCl" 
known among(\: his troops than the greateft part of them camo II[ 
crowds to range themfelves under the banner of his fuccelfor, and by 
nine o'clock in the morning every (word was lheathed, Ilotwithlbhd .. 
fig that three brotht"r8 of the m\1rdered prince were ill the camp. 
The new SO\)bah l>roceeded fo the tent-of ftate~ where he received. 
homage from moll of the great officers, who the day before had- paid 
it to his uncle. But the prime~inifier Shanavaze Khan W::IS not of 
the number; he, dreading the refentment of l\1'llrzafa-jing, for having 
fu1fer~ him to remain fo long in prifon, made his efcape to the fort 
of Chittapet: and Mahomed.all)" the opeh rival of Chunda. faheb, 
knew he bad .. every thing to ::Ip'pr'ehend from this f'evohltiOn: fortu .. 
nardy his quatters were at a confiderable dillance from the fc~ne of 
this catafirophe; and the jnfiant he heard of~ it, he mounted the 
fleeteR .of his horfes, anu, accompanied ouly by two or thfee attend
ants, haft.ed "With . the ·utmofi precipitation to gain his fortretS of 
Tritchinopoly. 

In rhe evening, 1\<lf. de la Touche, accompanied hyaH his offil:crs, ,
went in ceremony to pay his rcfjJeClS' to Murza(a-jing, by whom they 
Were received with dcmC'mllrations of gratitude worthy tIle importaat 
fen-ice tkey ha.d rendered him. · The oriental compliments paid to 
them on this occafion, were, for once, not dcftitute of truth ~ fot, 

• exaqxiftg the conquells of Cortez -and Pr'zarro in the new world, 
R9Cr did fu fmall a force decide the fate of fo large a f()vcrcignty. 
The dominions of the Oreat' 10guJ contin of lZ provinces, fix of 
which, <:omprehendiJIg more tbm ODe third of the empire, compcf. 

the • 
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~ t-..! tirk /!ill more emphatical than ,ha' of Soubah, Ililcd, iI. Ibe Ian
~guage of the ~ourt, Nizam·al·muluck. Qr re8'!luor of the empire; 
bis juriiilitlioD extends in a line nearly north aud fauth, from Bram .. 

:yore to cape Comorin, and eallward from that line tp the {ea. Gol
,condah, one of thefe provi,nce~ comprehends what Europeans call 
. the Naboblhip' of Arcot, CanouI, Cudapah, Raja-mandrum, and 
Chic.cole; fo that ,here were under Nizam·aI-muluck . thir'y fueh 
Nabolu. befid.,. feveral pawerfullll!liau kings, and 1110ny btbers of 
IaIlCr notel the number of fubjoCl. ifI the Ocean probably exceeds 
t\Uity-nvc tuilliqns. Of this great dominion, Murzafa-jing, from a 
prifoucr in irons, and condemned to death, taw himfelf in the rev9lu" 
cion of a few hours declared almolt the ab(olute lord, and with the 
profpeCt of p1aintaiuing poifeffion .of jl; fOI" his prelellfions were 
highly fupPl'rtcd by 'he Vizir at Delhi: but tbe fu!, djd not fet before 
the joy infpired by this IiIdden cbange of his fortune. was tainted 
w~iety ; for the Pitan Nabobs began to demand irnperiouOy tbe 
~ ... they expeCted for the ~hey )tad contributed to his ele
~ tbeir prctcnfioul were exorbitant, and even iocon6ftent with 
illf principles of the Mogul governmeut. 1< is not to be doubted 
.. Murzafa.jing haa, during his imprifonment, promifed every 
"'iIlg they thought proper to a!k, not inteuding '0 fuI61 more than 
",hat the.ueceffity of his affairs ihould oblige him to; but the prefcnce 
of the French troop, now rendered him little apprehenfive of thei r 
refent_nt, and to them alooe he eDt~fted the 1r'ard of his perron, 
and the care of his treafurcs : ho\Vcver, not to irritate the Nabobs. 
by an abfoluto reje8;ioa of their claims, he told them that hi, engage
ments with the French nation 'WOuld not permit him to determine 
Iny thing \vitbour tbe advice and participation of lIfr. Duplciz, and 
encouraged them (0 hope that every thing would be /i:,t1ed to .their 
fatiafaaion at Pondic:heuy. 

tbe tidings of N .... -jiDs~death, aDd of tbe en~t of 
cpbew, arrived ill the WrQjIOII: it was 6r~ brought ui'Qnwna. 

IOrgetting the cemaaniea and attendaoce w~ w~ 

1i·Gf:~~iruk."~ ~ public, ~ ~, 



and nm to tbo paboc.,. whe", be wu the ~ who annoul\cc", it to 
Mr. Dupleix. They embraced with the agitations of two fnemls 
efeaped from a ihipwreclt: the new. was proclaimed to the totl n by 
a general difcharge of the artillery; and in the evening Mr. Quplcix-
held a court, and received the compliments of all the inhabitants. 
The next .tay a Te ilium was fung ill fuJI ceremony, and throe de-
puties were rent to compliment Murzafa-jing: and two days after-. 
wards another deputation carried fix cofrly Sur pawl ; thefe arc 
garments which are prefented fometimes by fuperiors in token of 

• proteaioo, and fometimes by j'nferiors in token of homage ; and 
with the Se~rpatl.VJ was carried a white flag on. an elephant, which 
were likewife p.rekuted. Murzafa-jing pretended to be.{o much 
pleafed with the compliment of the lIag, that he ordered it ihould in 
future be alway. difplaypl in the midil: of the enfigns of hi. 1iwe • . 
reignty. 
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On the 15th of · Uecember at night be came to the gates with a 
numerous ami fj)tendid attendance, in which were moil· of the prin .. 
cipallords of his court: he was received by Mr. Dupleix and Chun. , ~ 
da-faheb in a tent without the city; and difcovered great emotions 
of joy in this interview. Jt was intended, in deference (0 his rank, , 
lhat he !hould have entered the town on his elephant j but the animal .. 
was too large to pars under the beam to which the draw-b,rirlge was 
fufj>cndecl i whereupon he politely defired to go in the fame paJa..nkin , 
with Mr. Dupleix to the palace: here they had a private ct;mfcrence, , 
in which he explained the difficulties he lay under from tbe »reten .. 
lions of the Pitan )labolJs, and afterwards retired to the houfe apa 
pointed for his reception, where he was expeCted with impatience by • 
his mother, his wife, and his fon. • 

The next day the three Pit<lll Nabobs came into the tOWI1" and 
defired Mr. Dupleix to determine what n~wards th ("y thould receive 
for tbe fervices they bad rendered: they demanded, that the arrears 
of tribute, which had not paid for three years, fhould l,e remitted; 
that the countries wbich they governed, together with fever~1 a1lg
meatirions of territory they now demanded, thould in future be ex .. 
CIIIJ*d trom tril>llcc to tbe Mogul governtDeDt; and that on. half 

of 
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of ~ riches foul~d ju N.zir-jiug:s rrea{ury ~uld be ~ .to 

*m. . 
Jc was knO'Nl that all rile lords of Mur~afa:-jillgts .cQUrt waited te 

' lIlea(ure their dem~nds by the cOllceffioLls which he fhould make to 
. the Pitall Nabobs: if thefe obtained aU they af}teq. the whole of his 
• domiuion would fcarcely [uffice to fatisfy the other cl4im~ in the 
(:une proportion j a.lld, on the other hand, if they were not fatisfied, 
it was much to be aJJp rchended that they would revolt; .Mr. Dupleix 
therefore poftponed all other confiderations to this jll;lpOrtant difeu': 
!i.OQ, and conferred with the Pitaus for ft.veral days fucceffivcly. He 
~owledScd.the gre.t oblig:1tious Murzafa.jing lay under to them 
,r.tbeir condutl. in the revolution; but infified'that he himfdf had 
cou,ributed as much to it llS [h~y. a"" WM therefore entitled to 39 

great rewards, and thM iffuch conceffions were el\torte~ the Souuah 
would no longer he able to maintain the dignity he had acqu;r<;d.: 
intending therefore to tet tbe example of model"ation, he, in the Jail: 
conference, told them, tQat he fhould rclinquifh 1tis own p"'etcn(iOlls 
to any {hare of the treafures, or to any other advantagCl, which might 
~e(1 the affairs of 1\furzafa-jing, The pjeans finding him dt:ter
mined to fupport the cauie of this prince at aJl ,events, agreed amongll: 
tllemrclves to appear fatisfied with the terms he prc(cribed: which 
werr, tbat their governments /hould be augmented by fame difiriEts 

,milch lees than thafe they demanded ; thit their private revenues 
fhould be increafed by tllc addition of (orne lands belonging to the 
crown gi\,~11 to them in farm at low rates i ano that the half of the 
lQoney found in Nazir-jing's treafury fhould ~ divided amongfr 
them; but the jewels were refervcd to Murzafa.jillg. ' 

This agreement""as figne4 bI the Nabol>oi, w~ .. Jik4wif.Sook 011 

the Alco"," an oath of allegiance to the Soubah; decl~iD8 ... h. 
Ilune time that Nizam·al·mulllCk bimCelf had novel' !>cen able to 
obtain fiom them this mark of CubmitrlOll' and be O\l his part {w.ore 
.... them whiHl thfy rcmailled faithful. 

dilTatioll' being now in aPlI""U'cIIC<' ''':ODlCi 
p&Rb.enfuod,in which Mr. .. 
~ •. al'isb opillion 
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with which he affeCted to repfe(ent his monarch. Amidfi. thefe re- (7So. 
joicings was performed the ceremony of iuftallillg the Soubah, ,in the ~ 
throne of the' Decall: it was very pompous; and Mr. Dupleut ap~ 
pen red, next to the Soubah, the principal aCtor in it; for ill the 
<lrefs of a Mahomedan lord of Iudofiall, with which the prince him .. 
felf had clothed him, he was the lirn who paid homage; after wbich 
he was declared governor for the Mogul of all the countries lying to 
the fouth of the river Kriflna; that is, of a territory little lees tban 
France itrelf; he likewife received the title of MunJu6, or commatlder, 
of 70t;Jo horfe, with the permiffion of bearing among{\: his cofigns 
that of the fiih; neither of which difiinClions is ever granted except-
ing to perfons of the £irfr note ill the empire: It was ordered, th;lt 
no money ihould be current in the Carnatic, but {uch as was coined 
at Pondicherry; and that the 1t1ogul's revenues from aJ l the coun-
tries of which Mr. Dupleix was now appointed vicegerent (hollld be 
r·emitted to him, who was to account for them to the Soubah; and 
Chunda-faheb was declared Nabol> of 4.rcot and its dependencies, 
uncler the authority of Mr. Dupleix:. All the Mogul and Indiall 
lords paid homage, and made prefeuts: penfions, titles of honour, 
and governments, were befiowed on thofe who had afiilled in the 
revolution, or bad otherwife merited favour: but he granted 110ne of. 

• 
" 

ihefe to any, excepting fucb as prefented requells "glled by the hand 
of Mr. Dupleix. , '. 

The immediate advalltnges arifiug to the -French Ean India com
pany by theCe conce!lions, were the poIreffion of a territory near 
Pondicherry producing annually 96,000 rupees ; ~f that near Karical 
in the kingdom of Tanjore.: ~valued at 106,000 ; and the city of • 
J\Iafulipatnam with its dependencies, of which tbe yearly income 
amounted to 144,000 rupees; in all, a revenue of .38,000 poundj 
fierling, accon.ling to the accounts puuli{hed by Ihe French, which _ 
there is rcaton to believe are grently extenuated. But thefe advan. 
I~ges werc fmall in cmnpariCou of thofe which 1\'.r. Dupleix expeCt. 
oJ to obtain £i'om the extenuve authority with which he was now 
ilwefied; ami <lItho' not one of there grants could, according to the 
confiibJtion of the Mogul empire, U«; of any,-a1illil)" untefS COil .. 

nrmed by the emperor, he, without fcrl1plc, ::drnmed them as Ia\" .. 
Y rut 
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J 750. ful acquifitions: jt is certain that, jmpcrfeCl: as they were, they 
'-v-J ferved O"reatly to miCe the reputation of his importance in the Car .. 

c . . . 
uatic, where the Soubah of the fouthern provinces IS more reij)etl. 
cd than the Great Mogul himli:lf. Even Mahomed-ally appear
ed to be confounded by thefe cOllce11ions j and from Tritchinopoly,. 
to which phce he had efc¥lped with great difficulty,~ impowered 
the Mdrattoe, Raja J anogee, to treat with Mr. Dupleix for the fur
render of the city, and offcred,.as the French affirm with great dm
fidencc in more than oue memoir, to re1inquj{h his pretenfiOllS to the 
Nabobfhip of Areat, provided Mllrzafa-jing would give him fome 
other government ill the territory of Gol-condab, and leave him in 
l)oiTcffioll of his treafures, without demanding any account of his 
father An'war-odean Khan's admjnifirar~on . Mr. Dupleix agreed, to 
thefe terms, and imagined thi,lt they would very foon be carried into 
execution: fo that nothing now retarded the departure of Murzafa
jing to Ool-coMah and Aureng-abad, where his prefence became' 
every day more necetrary. As the power of Mr~ Dupleix depended 
on the prefervation of this prince, whofe government in a country 
{ubj(:cr to fuch fuddel\ revolutions, probably would not be free from 
commotions, he propofed that a body of French troops illould accom
pany him until he was firmly efiablifhed in the foubahlhip; and
from experience of the iervices they were cn.pable of rendering, this' 
",/fer was accepted without hefitation. 

The 'treafures of Nazir-jing were computed at tw~ miWons fter
liug, and the jewels at 500,000 pounds : in the partition of this 
wealth , a provifion for the private fortune of l\lr. Dupleix was not 

oe negleCted, notwithltanding the offer which he had made in the COll

ference with the Pitan Nabobs to relinquiCh all prercnfions to any 
fuch advantage by the revolution; for, befides many valuable jewels" 
it is faid, that he received 200,000 pounds 'in money. Murzafa-jing 
gave 50,000 pounds to be divided among the officers and troops who> 
had fought at the battle of Gingee, and paid 50,000 pounds more 
into the treafury of the French company, for the expellees they had 
incurred in the war. The long experience of Shanavaze Khan "in 
the adminiftration of the Decall rendering his knowledge n~ 
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to the in11:ruClion of a new regency, he was invited by l\furznia~jing 
to enter into his fervice, and came from Chittapet and made his 
fubmiffion. 

Mr. Dupleix and Murzafa-jing feparated with profeffions of mll

tual gratitude and attarJ,tment, and the army left the uejghlJour
hood of Pondicherry on the 4th of January; the French detachmcu~ 
was commanded by Mr. Huery, and conft{1:t:d of 300 Europeans, and 
2000 Sepoys, with ten field pieces. The march was continued ... vith
out interruption until tbe end of the month, when they arrived ill 
the territory of Cudapah, about fixty leagues from P om.licherry. 
There fome frraggling horfemen quarrelled with the inhabitants of a 
village, and, with the ufuallicentioufilcfs of the cavalry of lndofian. 
fet fire not only to that, but likewife to two or three other villages 
in the neighbourhood. The "'Nabob of Cudapah, pretending to be 
greatlye.xafjJerated by this outrage, ordered a body of his troops to 
revenge it, by atrocking the rear-guard of Murzafa-jing's divifion'. 
A ikirmiJh enfued, and the troops of Cudap1ah, overpowe/'ed by 
numbers, retreated to their main body. Their attack, whether by 
chance or defign is uncertain, had been direCted againft that part of 
the army which efeorted the women i fo that this defiance was ag
gravated by the moll: flagrant affi'ont that the dignity of an Indian 
prince could receive: for the per(ons of womeu of rank ate deemed 
1acl'ed, even in war. Mutzafa-jing no fooner heard of tbis infil1r, 
than he ordered his whole army to halt, put birnfelf at tbe head of 
a large body of troops, and prepared to march againfl: the Nabob 

• of Cudapah. Mn Buffy, who had been infiruCl:ed to avoid, if pom~ 
bIe, all oecafions of committing hofiilities in the rout to Gol-colldah, • 
jnterpofccl, and with mueh difficulty prevailed on him to fUljJeud his 
refentmeut, uutil the Nabob 1Jlould explain the reafons of his cori
dutr. Meffengcrs were fent both from Murzafa-jing and l\1r. DuJly: 
to thofe.of MUl'zafa-jing the Nabob of Cudapah an(wered, that he 
waited for their maner fword in hand; but to Mr. BufTy he fent 
'word. that he was ready to make ful)J'niffions to the Soubah through 
his mediation. The difference of thefe anfwers fi\hlg this prince to 
the quick, and nothing could now llop him froln proceeding to take 
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'150. inllant revenge. He told Mr. Dulfy. who frill .ttempted to calm 
~ him, that every Pitan iu his "fmy was a traitor born j anti in a very 

few minutes rhe truth of his a{fertion was confirmed: for his fpies· 
brough t illtelJigeuce, that the troops of al l the th ree Nabobs were 
drawn up together in battle-array; [hat· tJ~y were pofl::ed to defend 
a defile which lay in the road of the army, and that feveral pons 
le:tding to the defile were defended by can nOll, which had been 
brought thither fome days before. Thefe preparations left no doubt 
thnt the rebeUiou of the abobs was premeditated j and indeed they 
had began to concert it from the very hour that they had taken the 
o:J.tb of ;ulegiance in Pon<licherry. l\1urzafa-jing, ill full march at 
the head of his cavalry, grew impatient of the flow pace of the 
French battalion, aud hurried away to attack the rebels without their 
affifhllu:e. 'I'he Pitnn Nabobs had in their fervice many of their 
own countrymen)- who, although much inferior in number, frood the 
ihock with great intrepidity, and had even reputfed his troops- be
fore Mr. l1uITy came up. The firc of the Frencn artillery, afte r 
a revere fiaughter, changed the fortune of the day, and obliged the 
Pitans to retreat; when lVIurzafa-jing, irritated by the repulfe he
had fuftafned, rall ied his troops, and heedleis of the remonfirances 
of Mr, Burry, pur(ued the fugitives, and left once more the Frellch 
Lattalion ~ehind, who endeavoured to keep in fJgh t of him, but ill 
vain: they Kton after came up to fome of his troops, who were 
cutting tQ pieces the body of the Nabob of Savanore dead 011 the 
ground. Th:. Nahob of Clldapah had fled Ollt of the field def
perately wounded, and in purftling him, Murzafa!.jing came up with.. 

~ the Nabob of Canoul, who finding he could not cCcape, turned 
with the;. handful of troops that lurro\lOded him, and puflled on 
towards the elephant of his enemy. Exafj)erated by this defiance, 
the young prince made 3 fign to his troops to leave the perColl of' 
the Nabob to be attacked by himfclf. The two elephants were 
driven up clofe to ench other, and Mur-&.lfa-jing had his fword up
lifted to ft:tike, when his antagonifl: thrufring his ja,velin, drove 
the point through his forehead into the brain; he fell back dead: 
• thouulnd arms were aimed at the Nabob, who was in the fame 

iDIlanc 
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inll:ant mortally wounded; and the troops, not fatisiied with this J750' 
atonement, fe ll with fury on thofe of the NalJob, whom they! foou .~ 
overpowered, and c\lt to pieces. The French battalion was pre ... 
paring to bail them IctUl:.ning fi'om the Jield with acclam~tions of 
viCtory, when the news of Murzafa-jillg's fate {'truck tbem wjtn the 

. deepefi cOllfrernation. They immediately maTChed back to the 
camp, which tbey found in the utmoft confullon; for large arrears 
of pay were duc to the army; and 't was to be apprehended that the 
foldicry would mutiny and plunder, and every geneml fufpeClcd all 
the:: others of fin.iO:er intentions. 

But this difa£l:er affeCted no interell: more feverely than that-of the 
French; for by it were annihilated aU the advantages which were 
gained by the murder of Nazir-jing: and Mr. Buffy was lefrwithout 
pretenfiOlls to interfere any farther in the concerns of the Decan. 
This officer faw all the defperate cbnfequences of his prefent firua
b'on without loling -his preCence of mind: he alfembled the generals 
and mininers, and found them as ready a$ himCclf to admit of any 
expedient by which the 10Cs of their fovereign might be repaired_ 
Befides the fon of Ml1rzafa~jing, an infant, there were in the camp' 
three brothers of Nazir-jillg, whom that prince had brought into 
the Carnatic under frria confineII;lent, to prevent their engaging in 
revolts during his abfence; and after his death they were continued 
under tbe fame reO:r.iut by Murzafa-j ing. M r. Bulfy propofed, that -
the-... eant dignity of Soubah Ihould bc conferred on the eJdfO: of th~ 
brothers, by name Salabat-jing; and the generals, from a fenfe of 

/ the convul{ions' to which the reign of a minor would be expoCed. 
readily acquiefced to the exclullou of Murzafa-j ing's ~on, and unani- • 
mouny approved of Mr. Burris advice. It was immediately car
ried into execution, the three priJlces were releafed from theil' COII

finement, and Salabat-jing was proclaimed Soubah of the Decan. 
wlth the univel'fal confent of the army. His elevation, and the 
figllal ca taftrophe of this day, in which three of the conf'ilirators of 
Nazir-jillg's death feU in battle fighting agaillft each other, were 
regarded as a retribution of the divine juilice. 

Mr. 
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1750. Mr. Buffy immediately advifed Mr. pupleix of this revolution, 
....,......, and of the difpofitiollS which he had made in favour of Salabat.jing, 

who agreed t6 confirm all the ceffiolls made by his predecelfor, and 
to give. fri ll greater advantages' to the French nation. On thefe COI1~ 
dition., Mr. Dupleix acknowledged his right to the Soubahihip, 

, 

- >yuh,as much ardor a. he had ,alfertcd tnat of Murzafa-jing; and as 
[oon as this appl;obation was received, the 'army l~ft the country of 
.cudapah, and contiaue.d its mar~h to Ool.condah. 

, 
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T H E nations of Coromandel, accufromed to fee Europeans af- J 7S I. 
fuming no other charaCter 'than that of merchants, and pay- -.,...., 
ing as much homage to the b10gul government as was ex-

acted froID themfelves, were afronilhed at the rapid progrelS of the 
French arms, and beheld will) adm iration the,abilities of Mr. Du ... 
pl~ix, who had lhewn himfelf at once as great an adept in the poli .. ' 
tics of Indofian, as if he bad been educated a Mahomedan lord at the 
court of Delhi : knowing the rivalJhi p which exilled between the 
two nations, they were equally furprized at the indolence of the 
~ngl i(ht who~ fiuee the retreat of their troofs from Mahomed.,.-aUy 
at Trivadi, had taken no meafures to interrupt the progrefs of his 
iChemes; and indeed this inaCtivity, at fo~ critical a conjuncture, is 
difficult to be accollllted for, unleLS it be imputed to their dread of 
engaging, without au thority from England, in open hortiliti~s againft 
the French immediately after the conclufion of a general peace in 
Eurol~' 'Vhatever-tnight be the motives, t~e~r difpofition to remain 
in p~ace was fo great, that major Lawrellce himfe1f, who commanded • 
the tropps, and had great influence in theif councils, left- Fort 
St. David on fome llriv3te cOlicerns, ana fili led for England in the 
month of OCloher. The alfaffination of razir-jing and i ts con
fequences o.vcrwhelmed them with afioniChment, and made. them 
fenfible, when too late, of the errors they had committed in not con
tinuing a uody of their troops with the army of tbat prince. There 
remained, even afteT his death, a means of fi13.tchlng from the con
querors their JaureJs, and the frui ts of their viaory; for M urzaF..t-

jillg, 
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"5 1• jing, with his uncle's [reafutes, moved from Gingee with only a de
~ tachment ofhjs own army and 300 of the French troops, who m!lrch· 

jng wjthout apprebenfioll of danger, obferved little military order: 
Mr. Benjamin Robins, at that time ju11 arrived from England to 
fhperintend the company's fortifications as engineer~generaJ, propared 
to the (Tovernar, Mr. Saunders, that 800 Europeans !bonld mnrch out o , 
and attack them in their return: difcovering in this advice the {.,mc 
fagacity 'which had diftinguiOlcd his fj)ccu}a{ions in the abfirufer 
{cienees, and which renders his name 3n honour to our country ; 
for there is the greaten probability that the attack, jf well conduCled, 
would have fucceeded, and the treafures of Nazir-jing have been 

J carried to Fort 5t;, David, inltead of Pondicherry. Mr. Saunders 
much approved the projeCl, bu~ when captain Cope, the commander 
of the troops, propored it to the officers, they lIuanimoufiy declMed 
it rath and impractical>Je. 

Mahomed-ally, lliIllUore perplexed and tiifj)ir.ited than the Eng
Hili, had no hopes of prefervation but in. their affifiance, which he 
preffingly folic~ed at the fame tim~ that he was capitulating with 
Mr_ Dupleix for the 'furrender of Tritchinopoly: and the Englith, 
apprehenfive of the conclufioll of fuch a ·treaty, which would have 
left. them without .any pretence to appore Mr. Dupleix and Chunda
faheb, at laft: took the reCol}Jtion of fe nding onpe more to Tritchi_ 
Ilopoly a detachment to encourage Mahomet.1-aJly to defend the city;' 
it confined of :l80 Europef111s, with .300 Scpoys, who arrived there 
under th6 command of captain Cope in the begiuning of February. 

About the (ame fime CllUnda-faheb mnrcheq from POJldicherry 
with ap. army of 8000 men, hOl{e and foot, which be bad Ie-vied 
in the ,Province, )oin.ed by a battalioll of 800 Europeans j and with 
this force proceeded to Ar.cot, where he received homage as Nabob; 
and there was fcarce a ilrong bold ,to the north of the river Cole .. 
roon of which the governor did not acknowledge his {overeignty. 

~ Mortiz-aUy of Vetore, who had temporizc(l, and afleclcd obedience 
to Nazir-jing from the time that vrjuce entered the Cnrnatic, im. 
mediately after his death reafi'umed hi. connexion with his rel.tion 
Chunda-filheb, and was the fira to reaclmowledge him; and his 

. ~'ple determined moll of the othtr chiefs_ 
The 
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!be ~fula did _~dNow oifdMir allegiuce 10 MahbD'.ed
ally, but were I*- in lUI intcrelb: he t.bQrefare lent '500 

b., and 3000 P_ under the command .r his btuthcr Abdul
rahim, together with a detachment of " Europe..... 10 ~e tbe 
goverom ... t of Tinivclly, a city lying t6!i miles I'tl the IOutb ntTrit
chinopoly, and capi.al of a territory which extend. 10 capo Comapjn. 
Abdul-rahim met with no re6fulllce from the people of the 0"""",,, 
but found it difficult to refirain bis troops from revolt; for mod: of. 
the officers being renters, were indebted to their prince as much as he 
was indebted to their foldiers, and expected as tbe ppcc of their de
fechon tbat Chunda-fzheb would not only remit wbat they owed 'Q 
tbe government, but likewif. fumia. mOlleyfor tbe payOl' ,beir troepo. 
However, grel.t pro""",", and the vigilance bf 1i ... IeMnt'IImi .... h" 
command~d the EnSlia. detachment, p ... ventcll them /Tenf ea""ug 
their fchernes jO~9 e-xecution; but the fame {pirit of revoir man.if'eit:td 
itfelf more openly in another part of Mahomed-ally's dominions. 

Allum Khan, a {aldier af fortune, who had formerly been in the 
fervice of Chunda-faheb, and afterwards in that of the king of Tan
jore, had lately left this prince and came to Madura, where hj. re
putation as an excellent officer COOIl gained him influence a.nd reipe8, 
which he employed to cor;rupt the garrifon, and fucceeded fa well, 
that the troops created him governor, and confented to maintain the 
ci.y under his authority for Chwlda-faheb, wbOm h. aCknowledg.d 
as his fovereign. .. 

The country of Madura lies between thofe of Tritchinopoly and 
TiniveHy, and is 3! cxtenfi"'e as either of them. The city was in an .. 
cient times the re(dence of a prince who was fovereign. of an the· 
three. Its form is nearly a (quare 4000 yants in circumference, for
tifiod ",ith a doubl", wall and a di.ch. The lof, of .his pla~, by cut
ting off the communication bet"c:en Tritchinopoly and the counttlM. 
of Tini".lly, deprived Mahomed-aUyof more than one half of the do
mini~s wbich at this time remained under hit jurifdiftion. On re~ 

. "ng the news, captain Cop. offered pis fervice to retake it. Hia 
d ment 'was ill equipped for a fieg., for they bad brousht no 
IYdtteri11g cann"" {I'bnl 'Forr & David, and then: ",.r. birt t ... 

Z fervicCable 
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rerviceabl. pieces in the city: with OI1oof ther.. th_ JioId pieCri; 
t\Yo cohorn •• and J 50 Europea .. s, he marched aw,y, .--.npa.1icd 
by 600 of ,he Nabob's cavalry, commanded bj .anotht( or his bro""'n 
AWul-wahab Kh.n; and 011 'he day that theyanived in figl of 
Madura, they were joined by the army retw-Ding from TillivC:lIy. 
There were fe\tcral large hrcacbes in the outward wal)l.; the gun 
fired through one of them on the inward wall, and in two days de· 
moliU,ed a part of it. dI'hough not fWijcient to make the breach ac
celliblc without tI", help of faCcines. DiJlicult as it was. it was ne
cetrlry eithe~ to norm it immediately. or to relinqui1h the fiege, for 
aU 11>. o.ot of the great gun were expended. The Sepoys, elleou
,...ct by' a difiribution of fome J1ll)ney, and a promife of much more 
it -':be place IIIould be taken, went to the a,ttack with as much Cpirit 
as the Europeans. The fira waH W39 paired without refiilance, and 
at the foot of the breach in the fecond appeared three champions, 
one of tbern a very bulky man in compleat armour,.who fought man
fully with theit Cwords, and woulldecl fevoral or the forlorn hope. but 
were at !aft with difficulty killed. WhiUi the troops were mounting 
tit!- breach, they were feverely aunoyed by arrows, fiones, and the 
~ of ~tchlocks j notwithfrantling which they gained the parapet, 
where the enemy had on each fide of the cntl'auce gifed a mound of 
earth, on which they had laid horizontally lome palm trees feparated 
from each other, and through thefe intervals they thruit their pikes. 
At the bottom of the rampart within the wall, thO\' had made . 
firong retrenchment, with a -ditcn; and three or four tboufand men • 
appeared rcady '0 defend this work with all kinljs of arm.. The 
troups. wounded by the pikes as faft as they mounted. were Dot able 

°to ~ polfetrIOIl of the parapet, and after fighting until woety men 
Wft. dilabled, relinquio..d the attack. Four Europeans were killed: 
the Sepo)'l Cuft'cred more, and four of their captains were defj>erately 
wounded. The next day captain Cope'prepared to (eturn to Tril-

l ·Cbinopoly, and blew the cannon to pieces. for waUl of means to 
ri1n'it away. The t1pOp8 of Mabomedoall.v, encouraged by tbis re 
-. no longer cooCealed tbcir dU&lfettion. and 500 horfe, with 

• IOOQ 1?poI¥. went oyer to AlIIIII) Khan before the ERgIiIb broke up 
IIaair j:II. awl two or three da)'l after IIC&t aooo marc honemen 
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de6ited lik.cwj{e to the OIamy. At the faoIe tim .. that the army 
.ud dominions of MalllxDed-a1Iy were tbo. reduced, hc received ad
vice that Chunda-laheb wu preparing to march from Arcot to be
ficge Triichinopoly; be nnw more ftretMlOully rcprellonted hit iIif· 
trelfes to the pn:bdencyof Fort St. DaNiel, offering to gi~ .die 
company a territory of confidcrable revenue contiguous to the bounds 
of }fIad''afs, and promifmg likl'Wife to defray all the expences of'tbeip 
allillance. • 

It was the time of barvefi, which 911 the coafi: of Coromandel is 
divided equally bet~een the lord of the land and' the cui timor ; end 
Mr. Dupleix affed:ed to difiingui1h his new. acquifitions, by ordering 
linall wbite ~go to be planted ,almoft in every field to which he laid 
claim: there /lags were (ce'l from Fort St. David extcndiag roomd 
the bounds., and fome of them were evell planted within- tho coat
pany's territory :. the infolence of thefe ma-rks of fovereigoty ftltng 
th.e Englilh, and rouz.ed them from their lethargy: they concluded 
that Mr. Dupleix, from the fame fpirit t>f dominion, woald not fail 
to impofe extravagant duties on their trade paffing through the 
countries of wruch he had taken poffeffioll ; 'and this reflection con
vincing thedl that tHeir own ruin would be blended with tbat of 
Mahomed-ally, they determined to accept the offers he t,nade, and 
to fupport his caufe to the utmofl: of their power. .. 

In the beginning of April a body of 500 Europeans, of which 
50 were cavalry, and 100 Caffi-es," looo Sepoys, with eight field 
pieces, took the 6c:ld under the command of captain Gingell; who 
waa ordered to remain near Fort St. David until he ihould beioincd 
by Mahomed.a\ly'. troops from Tritchinopoly: for tbc Engllih -
were determined not to appear as principals in thewar. After wait_ 
ing fix weeks, captain Gingen was joined by 600 horfe IUtd ,000 
P ...... ; h. thon proceeded to the wellward, and came in light of 
Verdachclum, a large and ftrong pagoda garrifolled by 300 of · 
Chunda../abeb'. t_ps: thi. pi""" i. fituated 40 rnile. from the 
cOlllt" ....... -.ado fill; "igb road; the redlKtion of it wu there· 
be lOmira.."", l!~l!he communicali4m with Fort 51. David, 
the garrif"" 1ftr. r. :0, the abob'. oIUcor fD detivcr I1p 

7. z tbe 
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~1!t. the place: they r<fuCed, and mann'd the ... Us. The Engli/h troop" 
........... under cover of a bank, fired Itt thClU for lome bou~ but fiDdiug 

that fbis attack made Jiule impreffion, they prepared tOIvar«Li eveo
ing to make a general .tTault, when the fight of tbe kalnig ladders 
induced the goverllor to {urreuder. Leaving a garrUotl of tw!rilty 
Europeans and Mty Sepoys ill the pagoda, t~cy contirftled tbeir march 
to the wcfiward, and were ioon. after joined b~ 100 Europeans etc· 
tachecl by captain Cope from T ritchinollvly, and 2000 h\)Jfc, with 
2000 foot, the reJna~lIder of tbe Nllllob'! trOl'}'S, unuer the command 
of IWs brother Abdul·wahab Khan. 

The army, after this jUIIClioll ca.me in fight of that of _Chunda
iilheb, which lay encamped in the neighoolll'hood of Vol·condab, 
This is a very firollg fortrel$, 90 miles from rhe coaQ, fituatcd in 
the great road between Areat and Tritchinopoly: its 1)rincipal de
fepce is a rock 200 feet'lrigh, and about a mile in. circumference at 
the bottom, where it i. inclofed by a high aqcl ilrong wall, mollIy 
aut Qut of the foUd rock; llear the fum mit it4is euclofed by another 
wall, anJi the Cummit itfelf is furrounded by a third: adjoining t.o 
the eafiern fide of the rock, on the plain, is a fort built of .aone, COll

tiguous to which lies a town flcnderly fortified with a mud wall. 
The river Val- aru, after runujng due call, funns an angle about a mile 
to the north 6f Vol-condah, where it turns to the fauth, and in this di
reelion palfes clofe by the weftern fide of the rock, Bnd winding 
round it, reafl"ume.s its courfe to the eaftward a10ng the foutbern fide! 
of the fort and town. Captain Gillgen encamped in a large grove 
about a mile and a half to the Couthwofi of Vol· condab: aud in this 

, fitaation the advanced Ill"'.!. were in fight of thoCc of Chunda.Caheb, 
whoCe camp lay ~bout four miles to the north m tbat part of the 
river wh",h runs caft before it Ihikcs to the lOutb. Here he had 
been Come daY' endea~onring to parfuade the govcmGtle put bim in 
poITeffion of the folt; and Abdul-wahab Khan, equally .fenfible of 
doe imporDncc of me place. ..... o/fen litelvilO fit indbcc him to 
tlelMi'it up to Mah<>med-ally. 'l'IIc IIIIU baOllPiDg the advantage 
of_ peA, bad given .vaIiv ........ 1Oa.."'1 ll;fM;. Uld roplied ~ 
~ "}Ion, that Joo~ to Qe~....-..u he gave 



• 

H .. "oa, ... ,..,. CAa'" ATIC. • 
. 

up hit fort to eithe~; but neverth."'18 he entered into a ~ 
with both, which Jailed • fortnight, and during thi .. tirne neither 0( 

the armIes made lUIy motion: at ltngth captain Gil)gen, irritated by 
bis pre\'aricotions, determined to treat him as an .enemy.; but belate 
he proceeded to hoflilities, polled the anny abollt a. mile to the Dortb

f well: of the rock ofVol.condah, when:: they were in readincu to in. 
terccpt the approach of Cbunda-laheb; for it was not doubted that 
the governor would caU him to his affifiauce,. Bsloon as be Chould 
be attacked. This difpofitien being made, a large detachment of 
Europeans and Sepoys marched about nine in the evening, who 
c:utly got pvcr the mud· wall, nnd then Cetting fire to the town, ad· 
vanced to the tloqe fort; but this they found too fuong to be a/lilllited 
before" b .... ch wns made, and therefore returned to the camp. The 
governor, as was forefeen, immediately Cent a mdfenger to acquaint 
Cbunda-faheb that lK: was ready to admit his troops into the: place. 

The ue.x( morning, at break of day, the French battalioll was dif ... 
covered marching towards the rock along the bed of the river, which 
"'as .Imoll dry; and the lndian army of Chunda-faheb, whiCh had 
\>elen augmented at Arcot to 1 :2000 harfe and 5000 Sepoys, appeared 
at the famc1tiple. Notwithllanding thefe motions, the Englifh.offi-

• cers w;fi:cd fo much time in deliberatioJl, that the French b ttelion 
arrh'ed near.the foot 'of the rock, and formed before any attempt . 
was made to intercept them; when ..-.0 Jate, it was deterQ1.ined to 
give the enemy hattIe. The troops had perceived the hefit.tion. of 
the council of war, dnd were fo much affeCted-by them that they 
marched to the enemy with irrefolution. As they ctpproached, a 
cannonade cnfued, and a thot fi:ruck one of the French tumbrib, 
which blowing up wounded fome of tbeir European., and frightened 
fa much 8 hvndred more, who were pof1:ed Ilear it, ,t113t they rarl 
away witb Mr. d' AlAOIIiI at their head to the fof! of Vol-~ondalt. 
where they wcre.m.itted; and from hence they immediately beg\ln 
to .IIr. (,.,." '4 pi."""O( cannon ullOn the Engliftl battalion. This 
unexpeaccl C.MOD ..... DOIWithfianding that moft oT their fIIot fl.", 
too IIigh, hilt! the trdOps mto dit!mJer, .rtd frmtb Of Ibe ollieecs 
likewiC. ~tig ..... r. !lie ",hiiIit k!lllion ,, __ Itized wtth • 
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'15" pnic. The captains Gingen, Daltnn • . Kilpatrick, and lieutenant 
~ Clive, endeavoured to rally them, bur in vain; fqr tb!y retreated in 

great confufiollt without ftopping until they reached the camp. 
Abdul-wahab Kha" rode up and upbraided them in the /lrongeft: 
terms for their co~ardice, bidding them take example from his own 
troops, who /lill /lood tbeir ground: and to compleat the /hame of 
this day, the company of Calf .... remained likewife onthe field for 
fome time, and th_marched olF in good order, bringing away the 
dead and wounded. Had they bebav ....... ith common refolution, tbe 
enerpy would probably bave been defeated; for Alxlul-wabab Khan 
had pl'evailed 011 one of their generals, who commanded 4.000 hOl'fe, 

to come over to him on the held of batde~ which body was obferved 
to feparate from tht" rdl as the enemy approached; and this 3vpt:ar
anee of defeCtion flung Cbunda.faheb into fuch perplexity, that he 
did not venture to purfue tbe Englilh, over whom he would other
wife have had every advantage. 

Tbe panic Gid not ccafe Wit~ the day. but 0l>erated fo /lrongly, 
that eaptain Gingell, to avoid wone con(equences, determined to re
move tbe troops from the light of all enemy they fa much dreaded, 
and at midnight broke up the camp, aDd marching wiSh great expe· 
dition in the road leading to Tritcbinopoly, arri'tl'ed the next evening 
at the fireights of Vt.toor, difiaDt about '5 mIles from that city: a 
part,of ~he range pf moulltaill' which bounds tbe province of ArCOI 
to tbe wefrward, forms one fHle of tbefe iheigbts, and fome hill, 
about a mile to tb_fi, the otber: the ground for kveral miles far
ther eaIlward i. covered with . rocks, whicb render them impatrable 
to an army Cllcumbeoed with carriages. The company of grenadiers 
confiftingof 100 ....... together with 100 Calfre. and Topa!!'es, with 
two 6eld pi ..... , were left under the commaod of ~ Dalton, ill 
a village at the eotranc:e of the lbeiglus! the maia boott _ped in 
th. 'Valley; awl in nrder to.., the rear of tbe _I'> iOme Euro
,...... were placed in che _ of°Ot.loor. wbiall Jiei about two 
... /'oatb of tbeibcir;1ots. 

.u~~~_k.'''~~~_I~~«ln_,Bq 
4" ....... 1bout ..... m-1ha"1b!o 



~ ~ 100 of th~ir boriC appelll"Od in 6pt of the vW;ge, 
riding about Bnd ftourifhing>'p>eir Jabrca in derWICc: capWQ Gi,\" 
SOli, With fevera! of the principal olli<: .... "f the b,ttalion, happened 
at this time to be fhere, who '!Vere 10 much olf.nded at Ihis. ... vado. 
that kven of them mounted tbeir horf.a, and fallied ",fib I z"troclJ>C(' 
and '.00 Sepoys to atta<;k the party: they retreated as lbe I::Qglill> 
approached, fum.ti~ halting as if they intended to frand the /hock. 
and in this manner led them three miles ({Om the village, when they 
galloped away at full fpeed and diG.ppearcd. The Englifh had not 
proceeded a mile in their return to the camp, when they diCcovered 
a body of pear 3000 horfct coming oot of a ucighbo\lfing thicket. 
wh~re ~bey wore polled in ambufcade, anti from, hence had detached ' 
the party which appeared at the village. The Sepoy, were oalered 
to difperfe, and the borfemen forming U.IO a oompaCl body, pu~ 
forwards fa briOdy, lhal ollly four or five of the enemy', fqnadrQUa 
had time to Ring thenifelves in their way: thefe were attacked fword 
in hand, and the tl'OOpS cut tht:ir way through, but JlQl without the 
lofs of lieutenant ~1a{kcl}'lle and three 'troopers, who were made 
prifoners; the refl: gairu:d tho village; but Jill the Sepoys were either 
killed or taken. Mr. Mafkelyne was foon after releafed by Chunda
faheb, to whom he gave his parole; for the French, who were at 
this time as cautious as the Ellglifh of appearing principals in the
war, affeCted to have 110 autllOrity over tbe priConcrs. The ill fue- I 

ceCs.of this incolluderate excurfion, (:Ilcreafed the diffidence which 
the foldiers entertained of their officers i who began likewife" to die. 
agree amongft themf4 Ives, concurring in nothing but in thi~king. 
tbat the enemy were mucQ tQO Clrong fur Ulem. 

The next day Chunda·faheb encamped within five mile, of the. 
village, and employed two days iu reconnoitring the ground quite up 
to the frr.ights. On the third, the '31h of July, their whole army 
was difcovercd advancing in batt1e~arral" Several parties of cavalry 
preceded the linc, and came all each flank of the village i and Coon, 
after appeared a body of +000 Sepoy, with Ieven pieces of cannon, 
"PPO"""br&compan1~ '00 Topalfes; thckmarched up Oowly and 
in.good order: the cavalry brougbl up the rear; and were lOon afle,· 
rejoined I>y \he nib •• parIica wbicl.ha.I been fc1U.forward, e=pting Ai 

few 
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