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u,Jfquadron, which gl\IloPecl on, and IIationed dJcmMves """" 
the v,Uage alld tbe arcigbb. CaptaiD Daltan 'had began to ~ 
Ito.n his two fu,ld pieces, .. ben h. received orden to quit his pelt, 
and join . the ~aiR body, which had advanced. Jittl .. way from the 
camp to favour hi. retreat: the near 8eP"01lCb of the enemy now 
ri ndered the .&ceurio. of this order liaWe J'> m~ny difficulties; 
however. to conceal his intentions from lheII:J at long as poffibJe, 
he firO: drew up the gr.....a part dt''hio detaehmellt out of their 
Jight •• hbul die ",Uage, and the.. ordetlOd the two field pieces to be 
limuo bim; after which the r.O: of the detac~_rched thro\lgh 
,... vil~ and joined him, Tbuo the \fbole 1?OOy formed herore 
Ihe enemy difcovercd tbeir intention: as fcon as they WCle QOIl
vi.oed of it, their SePOY' rufiled through the village, and hegan to 
liu from the huts on the rear of tht- Ehglilh j)3"Y. who hyJ fcarcely 
aocout of reach of this fire, wben1:he enemy's whole cavalry, divided 
it\.Io two UOdies, cam. galloping toulld """b 1iI1. of the village, i'"d 
furrouoded thell1' the.~ell dill not lofe courage, and by • heavy 
lire obliged rhcIIl II> r "to the village. The detachment 
moving {\owly Oft IOW"rel. tb. ClDDP, had not proceeded far hefore 
the enemy, harte and foot, returned to the charge, and furrouoded 
them again. The catrres, TopafTes. and a platoon of Europeans 
kept up a confiant fire, whilll: the grenadiers continually prefented 
aod recoyered their arms,. preferving their fire for the laft extremity; 
and by ,tbi. refcrve conftanr\% deterred the cavalry from charging: 
in this maoner they made th.i, retreat good to tbe entrallce of 
lhe Qreights, where the ground b¥Ig rocky,~red the ehemy's 
horfe from continuing -ia ccmpBtt '4uadronL The detach me"', 
DOW reinforced by tYl'o pIMnoOi 6-Qm the IDlIin body, halted more 
frequently, giving thtir whole 6re at once, ud Joined their army in 
good order, bl'inging ofl'tbeir killed ud ..... nded, .. IUd> were fi fteen . 
men. The enemy mllowiog Jhern, _ inlens I; led .. ithin • (roall 
dillane. of the whole fore. nQW united wirh.~ pi.., .. of ca_ 
in fro!'t; they at firft appeared _~ their ground, .... 
imng on • general affim; .... t -tad~ feve .. ly 
fhe vtillery, whia:h, togethorowlth 1Jnt, 
tb ..... .,.gave ... "1.-.I~_Wfim:tb~ 
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/hilt: \!,eIr cannon ..... iIlllmiof; tod did liar IItdo dI,.ge, and • 7S' 
the Freac:h battaIiOa never appellred uotl1 til. firing _""- .... hell 
they were difcowrod taldng poII"e6iou df the village. in the rear of 
which the reft of the araay liltewifc pitehcol tbcir reotl. 

Altho' the pot! in tbe &-eigbts .... dcemed-dcfeulibl ... it - .... 
from' tbe great lilperiority of CbuDda-{ah~'. cavalry and &:p.;i .. 
that he would detach a body of "1en, and poll it between lhe caqt 
and Tritchinopoly, from whicb city the army drew all its provu... 
.crofs the two largC(fi. rivers in ~c Carnatic. From this apprchenh 
it was determined to I'etreat wi.thout delay, and the army decamped 
liIeutly in the night; they never halted till two the next day, fa
tigued to excef. with a march of eighteen bours, performed without 
refrefhmeut in lh. hottet! {cafon of tbi. fultry climar., and after the 
falig,uas they hacteodured i6 the,dioll of tbe Jlrececiingday. ....'CJdI., 
the enemy'. cavalry were fo difpirited witb tbe loIi they then ~ 
taWed, that .hey naver attempted to interrupt tbe retre.t: tbey how
ever followed a. a difiance, and bcfllte night took poll within til.
mile. of the army, w.hicb was nltw'lFrived within fig(lt of T ritchi. 
nopoly. alld "'lP"'I""i .lofe to tb. nortaern bank of the CoIcmou. 

Tbi. ri_ i. 'I'1'rincipal arm of a_her called Ih. C._i, which ' 
h .. i •• fourc~ in ihe mOll'1lains within thirty miles of Mangalore on 
.he coat! of Malabar. aud palling through the kingdom of My""" 
runs 400 rniIea before it reaches Tritcbinopoly. About fivemilot to 
the north-wefi of this city tbe Caveri di~id .. iteelf into two principal • 
anno. Th. northern is called .he Coletoou, and ditemll9gu ... ~ 
Devi-Cotah: the .other retains the name of Caveri; and -'out 
twenty milco to tb. eaft ..... d of Tritchinopoly begins to /CncI fanb • 
feverallarge b"""bes. all of which pa/i throuj!h the kiQg_ <Ii 
Tanjore, and arc ~ oauk of the great fertility of that "-tit
For ~crift aUJ", afteF the feparatil»" tbe Ilank • ..of the CoI...
~M, in ... JMlfC two miles afu~ many {arrcely.,. 
at' • a lort Jiftoen miles IA the cafi of Tri~ 
t_a. .... app......,b lOpear,fp.eaeio other. Ihat the pcopl. of. 
~~~M.~ .... ~ IIpa-large ~do4bonl~ of 
~ __ ~ 1'he~.flipal JaNI<r&. 
c:Id.iUt-- tN iiIl ..... 1t ""' ...... ~i..". -' _place where 

J\. a clio 
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ftTamt fir/!- repa'fte, .... 1oAd t1l6 iIIilDIl of_~~~~~ 
tiel. throughout ladoftan fur the great pagiXIa trom 
ill name. This temple is /ituated abollt. mile A'Om the .. eftCti\ 
eltlTemity or the iaan~, at. fmall cIift.nee from the bank or the 
Coleroon: it i. compored or {evelf !quare inclo{ures, aile within the 
other, the walls df which arc 2S feet high, and lOur thick. . Ther. 
iocl9fu.es an: 350 feet ditbont &om one another, and each has {our 

with a high Wei'; ..t!icli are placed, one in the middle 
fiIIe af'the indofurt; IIdd oppcIIitc to the !bur cardinal points: 

<fIItwJrd -.rail I. near follr mile! in circ\lm~.encc, and its gate
".,lIIe routb is orn~ted with pillars, feveral of which are 

fton .. 33 feet long, and nearly five In diametu; and thoCe 
""lch form tbe .CIOr are /lill larger: io the in moll inclofur. are Ihe 
daal"'I" About htIf a mile to the .. ..a or Seringham, and nearer to 
the Caveri than the Coleroon, is another large pagoda called lum
IJakiftna: bol this hoe only one ioclofure. The bctreme veneration 
iit wbi6 is betel. ~ • belief that it contains that 

~ Witli:'lidU. which uCed to be worihil'ped 
Ydgrinll from all parts or the pilninful. come 

abfolution, and none come withO'llt an "off'cring of 
1II0III!y; and a large part or the revenue 8£ the iftand io allotted ror 
tbci maiu_ce df the BTarnins who inhabit the pagoda; and thefe, 
trill' tf1eir~... fo....,my compofed a multitude, hot ler. thlli 
/fIiPOO DtIs, maint~ with""t IlIbour by-the liberality of {uper-
1IItloA. Here,:as in all the other great pagocr .. of IDcr",. tbe Bromin • 

.. ~h knowI lID refi/btb~. and number in a 
Iuuow1 ftO'"WaDII 'aD8, (enOble or the happinelS 

Ih~ 1lI~'of _ t. to Plin-
tffi!,·aan, no.. poillt tbe'tHhct, from ...-'l of the ~ign. dt me or 

_ now cIoQmed If! be dif.. 

~~fucb ~1luJ.~"~~~~ 



Iil!;lr ...... die,.... TIie~ "" aol7 ...mIihIo h)cthc IiigIo 
"*,; for the ~ of tho ground _ laid out in rice ~ .. ~ 
being at this fca1im over&,ved, formed a DIOI1I1i not to be palICct b, 
ca"valry: but the army foon. found dillicultiei in JIOUing ptIIIfificw, 
which could now only be brougbt from t/ac'oppo/ile lharc u ... 
protc8ion of the gun. of the camp, IUId it was £CUed !hat th;, 4ij:. 

_ trefs would be gread y increafed by the enemy's ClIDding a ftrong ~ 
ta.chment acrofs the river to take poffcffion ef tbe great pagoda. 
was therefore reColved to prevent them, and pedecs were given far 
the whole army to emfs the river. 

The Coleroon, like all the other rivers on tbe coaO: of Coromaodd" 
is fubjeCl 10 very [udden and unforcfccn alterations, which depend OIl 

the rains that faU on the mountaill,ll of tbe Malabat coa1l: Ii> tha& ill 
the /j>ace of twenty.four ~ oftao, from being fordable, ~ 
aImoLl: impafTable eveu by Sa: and at tbio time it was (cared, 
fordable, and very'rapid, The ammuwtiott and Ll:ores ere tqIiIf. 
!'ortcd before day-light in two Jargc flat boats, kept by the govCflll'AlOD' 
of Trltcbinopoly to ferry over horf ... The troops then followed willa 
the ficJd-picees: ad the retreat was not di.ti:overed by tIte .. "mT 
until the laLl: boat, with fo",r of the field picc:ts, was pittmg. Thia 
frock upon • f,na-ballk, and the enemy brought down Iheir 8IIJI" 
and cannonadea it; on which it was abandoned by the bo¥m.en; but 

, the grenadiers, who formed the rear-guard, brought it 4F, anIIIllhe 
whole army pa(fed without any other lo[s tha.n that of twq or three 
,tumbrils, and one frnall iroo gun belonging to the Nabob. " 

The Englilh troop', as well as thoCe of the NabOb, entered the PI" 
gada, and were admitted with great reluctance iuto three of the irft: • 
'iliclo(ures, whioh affording room much more thai) fufticient for their 
reception, they complied with the' earneLl: CollicitatioDII of lhcJj.", .. ~ 
imploring them to carry the flaio of tbeir pollutions no ncazer ~ 
bitalion of the idol. It was evident this poa migh! have bcce ~ 
againfr the enemy's whol. force, 60ce 'the connon of Tr~ 
and tboJj: in the pagoda were "car enough to have kcpttbc _~a.. 
uicatiou 01'011; but <be. q.;rit .. oetreat ttillli> irCllgly ~ dlp 
......", tl>at~.{..r~ the _rd wan of /Ierins .... tt>Jie mAl .. i_ .... rilll\o .. __ the extent ~ it tQo piIS 10 lie cIq.. 
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bank 
iullead of palling the 

",hilA the were firing {rom the wall to _uf. du, ... ..;!7~ 
threw thomfd.eo precipitately into tb'e water all togeiher. CYUy ... 

preffing to get over to tbe covering party as £aft as he couJd. ThiiIt 
- uoili: ul this C{)nfufion diJcovercd them to tbe enemy, who i~ 

it by firing UIWIl tbem, and at the fame time prepared ID afiUlt .. 
fort~ upon whic.;:h the European!l likewiic p1unged into the , river, 
ud throwing away their arms, wlth difficulty joined the covcq 

-,party. Thi. CucceC. determined Chunda·fahcb to cror. the Caveri, 
,. and leavi.lg a garrifon in Scringham, he encamped with tho reA: of 

his army to the call of Tritehinopoly. 
The pre/ideney of Fort St. David Caw, with great anxiety, their 

e(fort. to rupport MaJu>med.ally, {rullrated by tbe retNlt of !iii anIIf' 
out of the Caraatic, where be now no longer pofTefT~(lDsJc dillrit!l, 
IIld VercW:helum, the oaly fort tq the north of the ColerOOD which 
acknowledged him, was invelled by the troops of a neighbouriJlg 
.polygar. The/hip. from Europe having broug_lOroe recruit>, & • 

detICbIIIca of 80 Europeans and 300 Sepoys, with a large OfN/INfY1of 
/tore" were fent from Fort St. David in the middle of July to .... 1ieve 
it; but every good officer being alrea4y in the IicJd, u..re rem'. 
DOne Ib the garriCon to wbom fuch a command could ~ 
tculled. Tbe governor Mr. Saunders therel'olc r"'lIUel~ed 
one of the couucil, and a man of re101ulion, to proceed w .. "., ..... 

iachmlDt until it Qtould be out of rirque of enemies, and 
it forward under the command of the military officer to 

Clive likewife reColved to this 
man, fOOD after the scdu&ion 

mercantile fcrvice.of the company, in 
tllai time h06 ~ the ..... of , 

troop. with )!foviIiono. Iti, die 
as uoa. ~ !'!'.a~ 
.he 



• 

• 

• 

'lint &re, and the conrot entered V erdacltolum .. ~ .". W. 
From hellce Mr. Pigot fent the detac~eut through the country of 
Tanjore to reinforce the battalion at Tritchinopoly, which the,. 
joined without interruption j the French at this time not having 
croCfed the Caveri. He tbeti returned from Verdachelum to Fort 
Sr. David, accompanied by 1\lr. Clive, 12 Sepoys, BlJd as many fer
vilJlts: in their,vay they were furrounded by the Polygar's troops, 
who witb matchlocks haralred tlus little party fome hours, and killed 
[evell of the Sepoy .. and feveral of the attendan"'. The ammunition 
lit lhe reft ·beiug expended, tb.ey were ordered to difperfe, and Mr. 
Plgot and Clive lilved themfelve. by the fpeed of their horfes from 
4 party of cavalry, who purfucd tbem [everal miles. 

In the middle of July the preitdency prepared to [end another reo 
ihf"orcement to Tntchmopoly, where the difcontent which prevailed 
amongft the officers made it neceff'ary to remo~ ftveral of them at a 
time when there were very few fit to fucceed to.tbeir poll.: a cap
tain', commii'Ron was therefore given, to Mr .. Clive, who proceedod 
with a .ddacbment into the country of Tanjore, where .be .,as joinool 
byanother from Devi.Cotth. under the comtnand of Captain Clarke, 
..... b tdIk t~. co"""ond of the whole, which, ollited, confiftoetl of 
only 100 Europeans, and 50 Sepoy., with one fm.lllieid piece. The 
kiDg of Tanjore, like aU other fndian prine ... cautious of declaring 
.... billl tbe eye III remained doubtful, fuffered both the Englilb and 
French \foop, 10 march through his country '" Tritchinopoly: and 
this being lb. only ront by which the En~i/h &om the te •• ccall 
cou1d~ ncow gain the city, the fort of Devi-Cotab IIIogan to acquire an 
importance not forereen when Ihey took it. The Frencb detached 
from CoiWdy Europeans and 500 Sepoy •• who came in light of 
th<! EDgtilh near lb. village of Condore, fituated tOIl miles to 
die north tho hih road led through the village; and 
IM>tb ........... to 0( it. entere4 it haMy at the ~ lime 
at cIiIIioreDt ",,{ued. ill which the FrClldz a/ficer 

10 of lIiIEaIIQPO&" 
took llizht; ami the 



it 
... sool 600 _I f'NidI W 

900, and troops of Clw ... ·faheb NaIIab'l tea 
to one. The fireugtb of the city indeed ,eadered the reddIon« 
it very difficult; but thci Nabob', army. at the lBmo time t~ 
were ioeapable of retrieving hi. alfair .. ahaulled his ~ ., 
his rC\'ellues were daily cut 01 by the enemy taking patreRion of.,.. 
countries which furni1hcd them. 

Captain Clive. on his return from Tritcbinopoly in the beginnina 
of Auguft, reprcfcnted this "tuation of affairs to the prcfictency, anel 
propofcd, 3S the only refource, to atlack the poiTeffion8 of Chunda. 
1abeb in the territory of Areot ; offering 10 lead the expedition himfelf. 
which he doubted not wOllld caufe a divemon of part of tho._nemy'. 
force from Tritchiaopo!T. Fort St. Do.ilI and Madapi .... re ~ 
the ooe with 100, th. other web lef, than 50 men, in order rooMIi 
tbe greatell force that coola be coneeled for this enterprjole. .. 
detachment, when c:ompleated~ nevertheleC" confifted of no ~ . 
tban 300 Sepoy. and .00 Europeano, with e,ht officers, fix of whom 
had never before been in aClion, a.w ,",ur of theft fix were young IIlOI) 

in tI~c mercantile fervjce of the company, who, inflamed by his ex .. 
ample, took up the fword to follow him. Thil handful of men, witla 
only tbree field pieces for their artillery, marched from Modra1i .... 
the .6th of Auguil, and on the '9"" arrived at COnj.ve ....... .,.... 
fiderable town with a large pagoda, lying abollt 40 Rlilet =~ where 
they received iDtel~ence that the fort of. Aroot was • ODed by 
J 100 men; on whieh captain Clive wrote to Madrafs, defuias-' 
two .8 pounders migltt be fent atier him witbout delay, 0.. tl» 
31fi he baited witbin .0 miles of Arcot, ~her. the enemy'. q,;e. re
ported, tbat tbey load dilCovered the EIl~lia. marching with un_ 
tbrough a ,·ioleat fiorm of thunder, ligbtniqg, and rain; and thit ..... 
cumftance, Iivm their notinoo of omen .. pve the pritOn fo hip ~ 
opinioa Of di. fortitnde of tb. appro*"'*_r. that the.y .Dli8al1ij, 
abandoned !be fort. alId afewbollrl tdiIlfthc:Eagllih~.citr. 
wlUallltlcl DO waIII or dlftncea; md _~ th:;'ll: ~ 
.poo .~""CIft ... .M'ittt~ ... ~.tDa\:p;t:. 
fdf ..... iIios.t,. IlL 'W~ .,J!-4 a ... ..-tity of bI 

, 
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,.. sun.powder. ,,·itb 8 pi=a of _~ 4 -. 
""'- _rchants had. for fecurity, dcpo6ted io tilt fort 

of 50. 000 pound •• but thete were pun&uaIly rc1loreil to the owners; 
and this judicious abftemiou/ilefi cpnciliated. many of the principal 
inhabitants to the Engliib interdl. The tift was iohabited by 3 or 
4000 perfons, who, at t.l1eii' DWIl requea, were permitted to remain . 

. In their dwellings.. -
Captain Clive made it hi, 6rCt carC to coi~ focb provifion. and 

llltlteriall as mi!blCllable bim-to {u!tain a 6ege ; a&t forefeeing that 
me eDellly would d:;n recover from their Iright, and return iuto the 
~ if he eODliliW hi (elf to the fott, determilitd to go in queft of 
~, and on the 4th orS-ptember marched out with the greateft 
part of his men, and (our field pieces: in dt.e afternoon he difcovered 
die fugitivegarnfon, CQl6ftiling u( 600 horfc and 500 foot, drawn up 
Il .... TiDlery •• fort htuatcd 6 mils fo .weft c( the city. Tbey had 
.. I!'e'lcl piece, managed \y two oIlhree "ropeae .. from which they 
fired at a pt.diAbDCo, aM killed • camel and Wlluoded a Sepoy: 
i!\tt as (oon as they faw the E!>gliI1l'lr,'tbin mulket-ibot, retreated to 

• abe hills in theic rcar; uJIOIl which tbe Engiifb returned to the fort. 
T1ri: trool" man,flcel" o..t again"'n tho 6tb. and found the enemy 

ara,.,n ul' within rl'"lLot ofTimery, in a grove, inclofed with a bank 
lnd • diteh j allout 50 yards in front of which was a large tank, fuc. 
roundedlikewlf,.!"ifha bankmuchbighoc than that of tbe grove; but by 
age an4 negl"-tl\llk itf.1f was aimoCt choa¥cll up and dry. Their 
.. wnber~ to be 2000, .n~ tb~y had t_ field piece .. which 
fireilllMi1I1lilh. Englith advanced, and killed three Europeans; 00 

which accidellUbeline advWIfcd more briflt\y to\Vard, the enemy. who 
fnghtenc:<! vivacity of dJeir app.-ch, did .. 'hink lbemfe\"". 
fiik burrioil wi,h into tho ..... aod be· 

t<> fire of t/IW bodies th.t the 
fire UiIft ~Q 



t'btir lire at the limo inIlarair. ~ ...mea _dec! tDgether ill '15 r 
the tank; whic!h imaMcIiateI,. pot lhocn liD Iipt. 'tho troopo then -
took poIfellion of the viUage under the wille of the rolf. and (WII" 
moned the govemor. MelTagc. polfed, duriDg·wbicla hi(1jJice dil=
cover«1 that the Euglilh had no battering cannon. which intdfiance 
determined him DOt to furrender. Several 1heIl. were thereron 
thrown into the fort froID a cobern mortar, which proving inelFec· 
lIlal. the troop. man:bed back to Areol, and the enemy'o caval'70 
bovered round them as they retreated, but kept out of the reach IX 
their fire. . 

The garrifon remained in the fort 10 days, diligently employed in 
many nece1fary works; and the enemy, DOW augmented to 3000 men. 
imputing this intermitfoon of their fallies to fear, encamped within 
three mil .. of t4e town. ,iving out that they intended to bef .. ge the 
fort. Csptain Cuve determined to take advantage of their *uriry,' 
and on the I.th of September marched out, two hours after JIIid,. 
night, with the gedteft part of bis gUrifon, and entering their camp 
lor furprize. found them, 81 he expeCted, alleep, The troopo beat 
¥p tbe camp from one end to the other, 6ring continllllllyOD nwnbera 
takipg flight on aU fides with /brick. and confu6on: the terror was fo 
great.hat very few made we of their arms, and even theCe lew. after 
a fingle difcbarge made at random, mingled with the tell of the fU. 
gitives; and when the day b,oke, nOlle of them remained in fight. 
Tbis futeefo was obtained without the 1011 of a man. 

The two IS poulwen, whicb had been demanded from Mad ..... 
witb forne military ftor ... were at tbia tinJe on the road, but ekonod 
only by a few Sepoy;; and the e .... Dy hoping to intercept them, fcDt 
a large detachment, w bich took poITcIiOO of the great pagotIa of 
{;olljevewa: 30 Europeans and 50 SepoY" with a field piece, .... 
Knt fr_ the ron to dillodg~ them, and ... their arrival f0un4 the 
pagoda abaodoned; the enemy having rccretfteol liD a fort in the 
Qeighbo'lthood, where they were continually reinforced from !bel 
o>aill bodyl M""b depending 011 th.1&fe arri9al of the COb""". 
captain Clive, .raCervillg ooly 30 Earopeaus and So SeJ>c? IlIr the, 
"'""' IX the too..JOIl~ all the ceft CO ftreDgthen !he dee*
... ~II ~ it. 00 IIIiI the _.,. chaupd tbeiulefip,.AI1 _ 

~ ,Bb ' ~. 



116 

• 

Tea WAR or CO .. OI,,'''''.L. 

turned banily to .In: city in expeBl.ion rhal aa all"ault tnade on tho 
lbtt during .be abCence of fo great 'a part of the garriJOn. would _ 
courage the inhabjtants to rife; and in this con6dence, their whole 
force, borfe and foot, advanced as foon a8 it was dark, Ilnd furrounded 
the (ort. · Their mu!k.try. from .he adjacent hoote.. kept a con· 
bDual fire upon the ramparts; and this attack producing no efFea, a 
Jarge body of horCe and foot advanced pl'Omifcuoufly to the prine".1 
gate, endeavouring by outcties, and the noiCe of their military mufie, 
to confouud .he "'!eOlian.of the garrifull. from whom they funained 
feveral difcharges of mu{ketry without quilting .heir ground. At 
laIUomc g1ClIadca wete .thrownamongfl .hem. the explofion of which 
f1iPtouinl; th. bork •• iWlg their cavalry in.o fuch confuflOn that 
tho,. galloped away, trampliiig over the foot: but within an neme 
they recovered their Cpiritst end madc filch aq.other attack. at tho other 
gate, where they were received Bnd beaten off as at the 6rft. Their 
infiwtry continued their 6r ... ntil daY·l1reak,when tho Englilh de
tacbmeau, with the convoy, ontered the town; upon which they 
~ it with prccipilabon. Tho inbabitant. in the fort. fati.6ed 
witk !be treatment th.y bad .received (rom tbe garmon. >betrayed no 
lfmptonw of infarroftian dl>ring the attack. , : 

The acquifitiond !be iort of Areat foon prodUC<d th.etrea which 
baa been expeCled from it. Ch .. nda.1&heb detached 4000 of hi. 
trDopa, horlC and foot, from Tritchinopoly. who in their rout were 
joined by his IOn Raj •• fab.b. with I 50 Europeans from Pondicherry. 
and togeilier wi&b tbe troops already col~ed in the neighbourhood 
of Arcot, entcRJd the city _ the 13d of Scptem~. aod Raj •• faheb 
liud hiI bead-quaners ill &be palace of tbe Nabob. 

<'-ptai .. CILve 60ding bimJl,lf on the point of being c10fdy 11e-
6epi ...... iJood CO rnaltt' ono vigOrouS effi>rt.1o drive the enemy 
DIll. of .... tGWIJ, which. if it did nOl fllCCOed, might at lcaft prodllCC' 
til. soqd claa of imprctrli>g thein wi&b an opinion oflbe eou .. ~ of 
WI........ 0.. tbe :14th 11>-. the greatefi part of lb. pri:Iim. witb 
the {Qqr field p~ &lIiod out of the ftOI'th • ...,ft gate: ... faocd a 
.... whio:h.06or,coacioallillga'-tIioveaa".da i ... dillllli-lin. to the 
........ off to _ .... lad c. .... -.tiler ~. the e ... ..,. 

~=~ .. ~IeCaIilooacl_~... .... •• ,... ftIs ....... 
lI! wbit!l ftrikiDs II> ella "'"II. ClCIIIIiDaIil_ tile ..... 
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6Ic of the IOrt. Th. ""~ interval bet ....... thee three ftreell and 17 S i 
the IlOrlhern wan of the tart wu filled with buildingo and inclofura. 
Captain Cli .... intendiuglD place the enemy between two 6_, ordered 
• platoon under the ",,,,,,,.nd of C'lfTgll Glaft tp march up the Ilreet 
on the eaIlern fide of the fo .... wlticb led up to tbe palace, and ad. 
"anced himfdf with the main body along tbe Ilreet leading from the 
north.well gate. The French troops, with four field pieces. were 
drawn upat' the end of the crofs ftrect ih front of the palace. Cap-
tain Clive's party no Cooner came in fight of them than a bot caD

,Donade eufucd in the crofs itreet, at the difta.nce of only 30 yarc:h. 
The French in a few minutes were driven from their gullS, and l'IUl 

into the palace; but by this time the troops of Raja.fnheb had taken 
ponea;on of all tbe houC .. in Ibe Ilroet; and fCCllre1loder this cover, 
kept up a DOOtin.al fi ... from their mulke.,.,. with fucll ~ aim, tha J. men, wl)D pulhed to bring .way the Frencb guns, _re all either 
killed or wounded. There was on olle lide of tbellrcet a large CbouJ.. 
try: thefe arc buildings intended for the reception of traveners, coverea 
and inclofed OD three fides with walls, but open in front, where, inftead. 
o( a wall, tbe roof is Cupported by pill..... Captain Clive, to profe",., 
}Us men, rclinqaithed the intention of bringing off the c-nemy'. tan-. 
non, and ordered them to enter the Choultry; from hence the artiUery 
men frepping out ,md ret{'eating into it immediately after tbey had per
formed thefervices allotted to each of them, continued to lOo4 and fire 
theu' field pieces rullil they had recoiled into the north ftrcOt. The 
troop' tbenJluitting the Cboultry, joined their guns and proceedi'ho 
tbe. fort without meetu>g any Iiocthcr molellation. Enfigtr 'Gldr.'a 
platooD returned at tbe Came time: thefe bad encountered and pIl~ II> 
Bight 3 or 400 of the enemy's Sep<l)'~ whom they found polled ~ 11ft 
advanced guard in an ioelofu .... adjoining to the Ilreel through wllic:h 
they mteQded ID pa1i to the palace ; where, by this intortuptioo, iliey 
we .. prevented (rom arriving in time to ..... dee tbe Ccrvice apeaed 
frOID them. The prifon "lfcred Ibil .rthe lor. of, 5 E .... opoIIU, 
who were either killed lID thcjj>ot,ord~Mar ... lNhoir WbUbcJo'; 
emonglt 1 __ liouMtnn,·l".-itltt.w\lo ~ ...... 8epar 
"-_ ... -., akin, aim'. npaW.aiW; pAW hila oa aIO '6ctt. 

. 'I' a .. .. ... &1 l ~ 
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1IfIOn wlHch tbe Sepoy, dWUlging hi. aim: a.ot lieutenant TraI .. ith 
Ibrough lb. body. Lieuten .... Revel, the GOI, artillery officer, with .~ 
Dther men, was like",il<: diJiobleol. Tbis faUy would be c:oodemoed 
by the rules of war ellablilbed in Europe. for they liorbi<I the befICged 
10 run fuch a ril<jue, unlei .hey are ldiued of greatly outnumbering 
.be party tbey attack. but it is not reafonable 10 /!rain the rules calcu
lated for one fylh:m, to tholUvice of another c1itrering Ii> widely from 
it, as the m<>dc:. of wac iIllodotlan clijU, fro ... tWe in Europe-

The next day Raja-faMbw .. jlIinoO by :&000 mell from VelOOl', 
COI1!m.9dod by Moniz-aIIy in perJOO I and molt pojI'effiO,1 of aU the 
ann_ leading..,. thi fort, which (""mod litde capable of IUllainiug 
the .impcucling keg,. Its __ ..... ~ ah ... a mile iu circum
ference. The ",alia .. .,.., in ma"1 plaoea ruiIlou.; the rampart too> 
urrow to admit the /iring of anillcr,; the parapet low and Rigbtly 
I>uiJt; lever&! of the tower. were cieca,ed, and DOne o~ \heor capable 
.. I'OCeiving ..."... than .... piece of C&DIlan; the ditcb WOl in moll 
pIaccs fordable,. in ctheraAry, Illd in k>me .hooked np: the", was 
ilotweea the foot of the MIll and the ditch • fpace abourto feet 

• INooId, intencIed for. fauITebray.lnK thi91w1 n"parapet at tbe fcarp 
.. the ditcb. The fi>rt bod two gatea, OlIO to th. nortb-wclt, the other 
to the aft; bolb of which wore large piles of m,fonry projeaing ~o 
feet beyond the wallo, and the paOioge from thefe gat .. wao, inllead 
of a draw-bridge.. lorge aukwa, croffing .he ditcb. The gamfoll 
bod froIit their aniftl employed themfelve. indefatigably to remove 
IIDII repair ....... 1 of thete illCOlWClli....,.. anti deJi,tU as she finaI1oe& 
e( tlIeir DUlDbmSlloulclattend to. The, bad endeavoured to burn dowD. 
fovcraI of the-a bouli:o. but without iUccefi; for tbefe having ..... 
wood-work iDtIoeir-coaftnoaiDo,e"""Ptiag the '-'no wbi£h fUpponod 
the ,CHM the blue. of tbafc booico tho _,', iofantry 

ad bepa ID fire upon Ihe fllDpII'IIo and wounded 
..,.-,,-. ... __ 1Ibey retinol. At midnight. 

IG~di_feac with 0 ...... _6me bernIo.t gas pnder. 
_ ol .. fmI(m wlaid> aft .... ,.. 1M forf. Thla. 

~ ..... -
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.,. which en4ip Glafi _ getcing into the fOrt, brok:. aod Ac .. as by 
lhe fall rendered incapobk of fanher duty I (0 that, at the beginning 
of the !ieS"'. the gBrriJim was deprived of the krvice of four of tilt 
eight officers whu k:t OIIt on the ""pedition; lOr 0" ..... lUlled, _ 
wounded, and anoth.r relurned 10 Madrafo; and the troops fitfor dutJ 
were diminifhed to 110 Europeans and 200 Sepoys: tWe were .... 
fieged by IjoEuropeans, '000 Sepoy', 3000 cavalry, andsoooP ....... 

The tIore of prOYifiOJ> ill the fori was only fufficieollO (upply the 
garri[on fixty days, which rendered it neceffary to fend away all the 
inhauitants, exceptlng 'a few arti6cers, and the enemy permitted thea. 
to paf, through Ibeir guards withoul moletlation: amongfl tholi: wI. 
romaine.] was a malOn, who IKId for ma .. y years been employed in 111& 
fort. he gave infOrmation tbal th .... was au aquedutl under ground. 
known to very few, btlt which .. if difcovered lJy tbe enem, ... wouW 
enable them to drai~l the only refervoir of water ill-the. &UL: abe ..... · 
was rewarded for this (<awn able intelli~nce, and employed ""pt_nt 
the mifchief, by <hoaking up a part of the aqueduCl within th. walla. 
For 14 da)'9, the enemy, not yel furnilbed with hattering cannOD> 
caul.cd OD. the liege by firing from the houfes with mufketry, and a 
bombardment from four mortars. The bombardment did little da .. 
mage, and to avoid the effeCt of tbe' mutkccry. none of the garrifoo. ... 
were {uffered to appear on the rampart~ exctpting the few immo--. 
diately nece1fary to prevent a Curl)f'ize; but llotwithfiandltlJ this P"" 
caqtion, {everaJ wer~ killed,. and more wounded ; ... for tb~ e.n~,. 
(ecure in the houlCi, and firillg from retling-places, took fucb exc .... 
lent aim, that they often bit a man when nothing but his head ap
peared above the parapet; and in ~his manner three ferjeants were 
killed, who at different times fUlgly accompanied captain Clive ia. 
vifitillg the works_ Mortiz-ally, a fow days after hi. arrival, p_ 
teod, d 10 he dilfatisfied with Rllja-litheb, and removed his troopo tv. 
a dillUent part of the city, from whence he IOn. a me1!Cuger. invitiQc 
Ihe garrili>n to make a faIIy on the quartersoof R.oj,o-fahch. ia. whijr:\l. 
he oIFered to alTUl them with his whole 10""" Caplaln Clif!c ~ 

• truI1!oI his profalious. but OI>o1idering the ..t.ancage of k., 
tiacb • JI1UIIber of the -l' • .t/IlOpIlDaaive, ~ ... .,..'1"" 
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• -75" dth. propol8l, ond earned OD for reveral days a COI1'eIj>otadence. until 
- Mortiz-aUy. fulj>eCliDg hi. fcheme was deteded. rejoined the army. 

On the 24th of OClober. tbe Frellch .roops received from Pondi
~herry twO .8 pounders, and {even pieces of 6nallcr calibre, and im
mediately opened a battery to the north-weft, whlch was fo well 
ferved, that their very firft o,ot di(mounted one of the 18 pounders 
in the fort., and the next entirely difabled it. The gaeeifon meunted 
the other J 8 pounder; and thi •• after a few /hilt, was likowife dif
prllted: after which it was employed only in fach part. of the 
... :where it was no. expofed to the encmy's artillery. Tbe three 
~ pieces were likewife cautiotlfly refcrved to repolfe tbe eoemy 
.. ben tbey /hould Ilorm; fo that tbeir hattery firing without much 
()fpolition, in ux days beat down all the wall lying bern'cen two 
towers, and made:: a praCticable br~ach of (tfty feet. In the mean 
time the garrifon were employed in making wQ(ks to defend it: a 
ttetu:h w .. dug ju/l under 'he rampart, and behind that at fome dif.. 
tanCe aMther i both of which were iCattered with crows feet, and 
"'iN!' them the wall of a houfe was pulled down to ,be heigbt of a 
~ork; from wbence a row of pallifadoes ..... carried a1on~ on 
eich end of botb trencbes, and continued up the rampart to the pa. 
ftpet. A field picee ""as planted on one of tbe towe .. wbicb flanked 
60 breach without, and two fmall ·pieces of cannon on the flat roof 
tJf. !JouC. within the (ort, oppo6te to ,be eotrance. III tbefe em
ployments, .. indeed in all otbe .. , the officer. contributed tbeir la_ 
....... equally with tbe common men; and tho enemy. informed of 
thefc preJ*tUions to defend tbe breach. did not tbink it1l.fe to attack 
it beIbre thc!J had made IIDOther: tbey had by this time burll one of 
their 18 ........, ..... and removed tbe Other, with one niD. pounder • 
.... batteIy ... bieh eraa.d to the fouth-weft. ' 

;iTbe~;pn~~':/On:;:~",~co:nVince Raja-jiheb dlatthey "'ere in a not indlIj>enI\b1yueeelfary. thickeaed 
-. tJf • _porto, and theb ralli!8 on the top of it • 

lit earth to r..,h • help u _ndell tbe ~ cmt the 
Ota daoi top of tf\ji IIIIII1Dd tI!ej • nft 

... .. to; 1IXIOifiat1b. ~ /I fort, &alb 
DIIbI, 



lit 1ll,,.O.,, OJ ., •• C.n., ... " ... 

Delbi. br Auren~ aad Wd to have "'n drawn by 1 000 yoke of 11 sr. 
ox.n. Tber. were ICvcraJ ~ balla bclOllging to it, eacb w.igbing ........ 
71 pounds. The pannon WIS laid on the mdlrnd, and loaded with 
30 pounds of powder, wbicb was fired by a train carried to I ~
liderable diflance on the ground. Tb. that w.nt through the palace, 
to u,.no Cmall terror of Raja-fah.b and his principal oIIicers; ~ II 
this was the .... only cffeCl: in.tended, the catUlOll was fired oclly ooco in 
the clay, .t u,e timc when the offic.rs atrembled at the head-quart .... , 
on the fourth day , t burCl. 

The enelUY, as i f they intended to retaliate this allTont", filled up. 
large houfe, which commanded the eafiern. gate, with earth weU 
ramm'd down, and upon this .oaCe raired a fquare mound of earth to 
{ueh a height as cOlnm.,wed not OIlly the gate. but likJ:wife every part 
within the fort: from hence they intended 10 fire 011 the rampart with 
mulketry and two finaIJ pieces of eannou. They were fuffi:rod to go OIl 
with their work wltil tbey had compleated it and mounrC41 tbe callDDD,. 
when th.e garrifon ~gan to fire from the referved .8 pounder, and ia 
Jeu than an hour the mound gave way and tumbled at once with So 
men fiatiolled on it; (ome of whoro were killed, and ma~y cWa.bled. 

No.withClandillg the numbers of the enemy's guards which fur._ 
rounded the fort, the garriJOn, by means of able {pies, carried on a 
c;onftant correCpoDdcoce with Madrafs and Fort St. David, wl.sere the . .. 
company's ~ents were very {'olJicitOua to relieve tbem, and:naving re
ceived fome recruits {rom Europe. formed a party of J·oo Europcana, 
who with zoo Sepoys, C.t out from Madra .. under the coDDDand of 
lieutenallt Innis. Bffore thcy .had adV)U1ced JO milci in their way to 
-t\r~t, the~ were ;\lrroundcd I~ the towo C"Jf Trivatore by 2000 of 
RaH-Caheb • troo~ detached w,th 20 E':.ropeans and two Jicld pi-. 
from the city. Toe ~glilh party ba",mg no cannon, were fo Ccvere!y 
annoy~ by thc. enemy ~. that he'oJtcnant Inuis, as the only rcfourco. 
~de • puSh wlIh all hi. EurQpeans to drive them from their pOlo 
"} be auempt Cocceedod, but not \Yithout a fharp cOlltell, inwhicb:oo • 
• he EJ'Illith and 'wo of their I>fficers were killed, and a greater aumber 
wounded. ThIS "'Ii deto.rred the rcft from continuing thdr fIIardi. 
an? ~ n:tr~ to l'onlmaJee, a fun huilt by tbe Moon. ani at 
thio bIDOIlIelonPG to the COIDpIIIy. J S miIca wdI: • MIdrU. 

• 0.. 
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oii the 24th of Otlober the enemy opened their battery to the 
lOuth-well: the part of 'he .... 11 agaifttt which thty dircaed their fire 
"was in a "ery ruinous condition, but it had the advantage sf being 
"much lefs expofed than any other to the fire from the houfes. The 
lS'arrifon therefore 'kept up a cou(lant fire of muiketry againft the 
battery, and {everal times drove the enemy out..o£ it, but the breacb 

'flotwitbfianding increafoo every day __ 
Thetetreat of lieutenant lu~. lefuhe -garrifon little hopeser fuc

CQur from ,the fcttlements; -but at this time their fpirits were ra.ifed 
by the hopes .,f.otber relauree.. A body of 6000 !\IIorattoes, undu 
the cornman4 of Morari.row, bad 'ain for fome time cllcamped at 
6e foot rJf.he wel\ern mountains, about 30 miles from Areat: they 
had been.bired4o atr.ft Mahomed-ally by the kingof Myfore; but the 
retreat af-the :En~itb, and the Nabob's troops to Tritchinopoly, had 
"J.ecn Tepre-fented illt.he flcighbouring coulltries fG much to their pre. 
Jlldice, that 'he 1\I0bo\>'. afFairs were thought to \>< defpente, and hi. 
allla were .cufpe8ed of having little intention to fupport him; and 
fram this porfulion the MonttOCl remained inaal",,_ Captain Clive 
bid low means 10 fewI a mcffi:ngcr to inform them of his fituation, 
anol to requetl their approoch"" his ,..lief; 'he mdfengcr returning 
Mirto the for:t. ~"""sbt'" lotrerf .... m Morari-row, in which he faid 
lJ>at be would not delay a moment to fend a detachment of his troops 
.to the affilbUlcc of fueh brave men as the defenders of Areot, whore 
behaviour had now 6rft convinoecl him that the Englilh could fight. 

Raja-U.hcb reeeiving inteUigeoce of their iorentions, fent a flag or 
tnlCe 011 the 30th of O&ber, with propa1&ls for JIIe furrender of the 
furl, H. otn:rcd honourable to"", to the garrilOn, and a I.rgc fum 
Df molleY to ~pWn Clive I and if biB olrers were not accepted, he 
tbtcaIeaod to Gorm tbe fOri imlDedil!Clr. and put ""cry ~ to th. 
Iword. . 

Captain Clive, ill bit anrwer, repraaclied the bodaefs of Cbunda. 
fabeb'. _rOo f1D&1«i Raja.l&bob', od'at of l'DOIIey with contealptl anti 
laid. lbat be had Coo good an opi .... m ~ bi. pl'll4eolce 10 bctieyc tbat 

.~~auempt to ~ until be.,. sot bouor lOIdioralklla the 
~ wblob bit -1 w-. ~l'aMd. A, _ •• ..aenser 

1itqi14 ~be lias elf tlIICe YiIII~"".1 f\lltIiI._,. 
aid"" 
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underllanding the rules of European war, numben.' of them remained 
ncar the ditch parleying with the Sepays, and perfuading them to de .. 
fert. TJle croud was-fcveral times warned.to retire, but col~tillUillg 

• 75 J. 

to difregard the injunai.oll, were difperfed by a volley of [mall arms, 
which killed fevera l of them, 

Lieutenant Inn is's party, reinforced to the number of 150 Euro· 
peans, and with four field pieces, was now advancillg under the com- ... 
maud of Capt. Killpatrick i and Oil the 9th of November a detaohment 
of Morattoes arrived in the neighbourhood, and intercepted [orne am .. 
muuitiotl going to the enemy. They likewife attempted to enter 
the. town j but finding every fireet and avenue barricaded, they con
tented themfclves with plunJering and {etting fire to rome houfes in. 
·the !ki.rts of it, after which they retreated. 

By tnis time tbe enemy had, from their battery to the fO\lth~weft, 
made a breach much larger than that to tllC north~weft, for it cx
teu(]ed near 30 yaros; but the ditch before it was full of water, and 
not fordable : ,and tbe garrifon had counterworked lhis breach with 
the fame kinds of defences as the other. 

Raja-fahcb. exa(per:ated by the anfwer he had received to his f\lm
mons, and alarmed by the approach of the Morattoes, and the detach-
ment from Madrafs, determined to ftorm the fort. In the evening .. ~ 
a ~)y brought inte lligence of this to the garrifoJl, and at miduight 
another came with a: particular account of al l the enemy's difj>ofitions, 
and of the hour of attack, which was to begin at the dawn 'pf day by 
the ligna I of three bombs. Captain Clive, almoCl: exhauiled with 
f;ltigue, laid down'o fleer, ordering himfelf to be awakened at the 
~~~ , 

It was the 14th of November, and the fefiival which comme
morates the murder of the brothers llaffein and ] a(fein .happened to 
fall out at this time. This is celebrated by the rvrahomedans of In- " 
dalbo with a kind of religiol1s madncfs, fome aCling and others be-
wailing the cataflrophe of their faints witb fo much energy, that t 

feveral die of the exceCfes they commit: they arc likewifc perfuaded, 
that whoever falls in battle, againft unbelievers, uurinO' any of the 
days of this ceremony, (hall infiantly be tranflatcd il)~ the higber 
paradife, without flopping at any of the intermediate purgatories. 

Cc ' To 
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)75 r. To the enthunafm of filperftition was-added the more certain efficacy 
.............., of inebriation; for moll of the troops, as is cufl:omarx during the 

agi t:1tions of thjs feftivaJ, had eaten plentifully of bang, a plant which_ 
either ftupilies, or excites the moll' defj)erate excetTes of rage. Thus 
prepared, as foon as ule morning broke, the army of Raja-faheb ad~ 
vanced to the attack. Befides a multitude that came with ladders to 
every part of the walls that were acceffible, there appeared four prill. 
cipal divifions. Two of thefe divj1ions advanced to the two gates, 
and the other two were allotted to the breaches. 

Captatl1 Clive, awakened by the alarm, found his garrifon at their 
pons, according to the dilj>ofitiollS be had made. The parties wbo 
attacked the gates drove before them feyeral elephants, who, with 
large plates of iron fixed to their foreheads. were intended to break 
them down; but the elephants, wounded by the mu{k.etry, Coon 
turned, and trampled on thofe who efcorted them. The ditch before 
the breach to the nQrth~wea was fordable; and as~manyas the breach 
would admit, mounted it with a mad kind of intrepidity, whilfl: num~ 
ben came and fat down with great compo(ure in the fauffe.braye 
under the tower where the field piece was planted, and waited tl;tere 
to rdieve thofe who were emg,loyed in the attack! thefe paffed the 

• breach, and forne of thorn even got over the firn trench before tte 
defenders gave fire; it fell heavily, and every that did e:xecution : 
and a nlitnber of mufk.ets were loaded in readinefs, which thofe be· 
hind delr-lered to the firft rank as faft as they could difcbarge thefl). 
The two pieces of cannon Irom tbe top of the n0l!(e fired likewife on 
the alTailants, who jn a few minutes aiJandoned the attack, when 
another body, and then another fucceeded, who were driven off ill 
the fame manner: in the mean time bombs, with fllOrt fufees, which 
had been prepared and lodged on the adjacent rampart,. were thrown 
into the fauJre-braye, and by their explofioll drove the croud, who. 
had feated themfelve. there, back again over the ditch. At tbe 
breach to the fouth·weft the enemy brought a raft, and feventy men 
embarked on it to crofs the ditch, which was flanked by two field 
piecca, one in each tower, the raft had almoft gained the f~ulfe-braye, 
wben captain Clive obferving tbat the gunners fired with bad aim, 
toCIk the management of OIle of the field pieces himfelf, and in three 

CW 
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or four difcharge. bung them ioto fuch confurlOn that they oyerf.t 
• the raft, and tumbled in~o the ditch; where forne of them 'were 
drowned, and the refi, intent only on their own pre(ervation, fw~ 
back and left the raft !>ehind. 

in thefe different attacks the enemy continued the fiorm for an 
hour, when they relinquilhed all tlieic attempts of 3l,moyance at once, 
and employed themfelves carneflly i11 carrying off their dead. Amongfi: 
thefe was the commander of their Sepoys, who fell in the faufre~brayc 
of the northern breach; he had diO:inguilhed bimfelf with great 
bravery in the attack, and was fo much beloved by his troops, that 
one of them crofTed the ditch and carried of his body, cxpofiog rum-

- {elf during the attempt to the fire of 40 mu.fkets, from which he had 
the good fortune to efcape. It feemed as jf the enemy expetted 
that the garrifon would permit them to ful(jl this duty to their friends; 
but fiuding that they {uffered feverely in attempting it, they at tall 
retreated and difapj>cared. Their lofs during the fiorm was computed 
to be not lefs than 400 men killed and wounded, of which very few 
were Europeans, for mofi of the French troops were obferved drawn 
up-and looking Oil at a diftance. Of the defenders, only four Euro
peans were killed and two Sepoys wounded. ,Many of the garrifon 
being difabled by ficknefs ~r wounds, the number which repulfed the · 
i'lorm was no more than 80 Europe.111s, officers included, and 120 

SePoYs; and thefe, befides ferving five pieces of cannon, expended 
J 2,000 mufket cartridges during the attack. 

Two hours afte.r the enemy renewed their lire upon the fort, both 
with their cannon and with mufketry from the honfes: at two jn tbe 
afternoon they demanded leave to bury their dead, which was granted, 
and a truce allowed until fQur: they then recommenced and continued 
t.lteir lire fmartly till two in the morning, when on a (udden it ceafed 
tataBy; and at day. break, intelligence was brought that the whole 
army had abandoned the town with preLipitation. On. receiving 
'his joyfu] news, the garrifon immedi~tely marched into the enemy's 
quarrers, where they found four pieces of artillery, four mortars, and 
a large quantity of ammunition, which they brought in triumph into 
the fort. During the time that the garrifou were ihut llP in the 
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"sr. fort, 4S Europeans and 30 Sepoys were killed, aJJd a greater nurn .. 
.......... bet of both wounded, moll: of whom Cuffered by the enemy's mu(ketry 

-

from the houies. . 
Th us ended this liege, maintained 50 days, under every difadvan .. 

taue of fituatioll and force, by a handful of men in their [irft cam-o . 
paign, with a fpirjt wortby of the moQ veteran t~oops ; and conduCted 
by their young commander with indefatigab1e aCl'ivity, unihakell cQn .. 
l1:ancy, and undaunted courage : and notwithfl:andiz)g h.e had at this 
time neither read . books, or converfed with mCIl capable of giving 
him much inl1ruction in the military art; all the refouJ'ces which he 
employed in the defence of Arcot, were (uch as are dictated by the 
bell mafiers in the (cience of war. 

In the evening the detachment with captain Killpatrick entcred 
the town, which the army of R aja-faheb no (ooner quitted than ; ll 
the troops, rent to his afTillancc by different chiefs, returned [ 0 their 
homcs, and there remained with him only thofe w hich had been de~ 
lached by hi' father from Tritchll1opoly. With thefe and the French 
he retired to Velore, and pitching his camp clofe to the eafiern fide 
of the town, fortified it w.ith firong entrenchments. Captain Cijvc 
leaving captain Kil1patrick with a garrifon in the fort, took the field 

e on the 19th of November, with 200 Europeans, 700 Sepoys, and three 
field pieces, and marched to TilUery, which the governor now fur~ 
rendered on the ficO: fummons: ~ finall garrifol1 was left in this place, 
and the army retu rueJ and encamped near the wefrern fide of the 
city, waiting to be joined by the Morattoes. Of.. thefe 5000 horfe, 
with Morari-row at their hend, had proceeded to the fouthward, and 
Jooo··uudcr the command of Bafin-row, a nephew of Morari.row, 
remained to affifi captain Clive ; but, il\ft~ad of joining him immedi .. 
ately. they employed tbemfelves forne days in plundering the country. 
As the,,1ay encamped with great negligence within a tha rt march of 
yelore, the French troops with Raja-Iilheb attacked them with fuc
eefo in the night, kiUed 40 or, 50 of their horfes, and plundered their 
amp. After this defeat they came to tbe Englith camp, and in
.. ~ eaptain Clive to march to the place where they bad {uifered, • 
111,11".. of .-..:overing their lofs. Their requelt was complied with 
_1IIIIp them in ~mper ~ b1lt nothing was recovered, for the enemy 

had 
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had carried off and fecured the booty. At tllis time intelligence WIIS 1751. 
received that a pa.rry of E.uropeans from Pondicherry were approach- '-"""" 
illg towards Arni, a ftrong fort fituated about 20 miles to the {outh 
of Areat; on which cupt;tin Clive J1t:9ucfied B~n-row to accompany 
him with his trooJ>sJo intercept them before they lhould join Raja-
faheb. T he i\1oraftoe feeing no probability of acql1iring plunder, re .. 
fufed his affil1:ance, alld the EngliCh marched without him; but 

+hearing that the French party had retreated to Chittapet, returned 
to their nation ncar -Areal. Two or th ree days after, Raja-Caheb' 
quitted his encampment near Velore, and in the night made a forced 
march to Arni, where he was joilled by the pat'ty from Chittapet. 
The .. Mor"ttoes J1:i ll contin ued unwilling to accompany the Englilh ill 
quell of the enemy; bur, hearing (i'om their !pjes tl1at the enemy's re .. 
inforcement had brought a large {um of money for Raja.fa~leb, Balin-
row now t!xpre{[td as much eagernefs to march againfi him as he had 
hitherto (hewn refuCtance. The troops immediately moved; but 
tile Morattoe was 'lot able to affemble more than 600 of his hor[emen, 
the rell being employed in their \lfual excurflons. The next after .. 
nOOJ;l, by a forced march of 20 miles,- the army came in light of the 
enemy, jun: as (bey were preparing to cro(s the river which runs to 
the north of Ami. The enemy, eneouragei:l by the [uperiority o~ • 
their force, which confil1ed of ~oo Europeans, 2 000 horfe, and 2500 

Sepnys, with fOllr 'field pieces, immediately formed, and returned to 
meet them. C~ptain Clive halted to receive them in an advantageous 
pofl:: the Murau s were llationed il~ a grove df paJOl trees to the-
left ; the SelX>Ys ill a village to the right; and the Europeans, with 
the field pieces, in the center, in , an open ground, which extended 
about three hundred yards between the grove and the viUage; in the 
front were rice fields, \yh ich at this time of the year were very 
[wampy, and the approach of tbe enemy's cannon would have been 
impra8-icable, had there (lot been it caufeway leading to the village 
on the right. The French troops, witn about J 500 Sepoys, and 
their artillery, marc bed along the caufeway; and tbe horfe, am.ongft 
which tbe refl: of tbe Sepoys weJ'~ interfperfed, moved in a feparate 
body to {he left, and attacked the "Morattoes in the grove [orne time 
before the other wing was engaged allY other way than by cannooadillg 
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1751. at a dif1ance. The Morattoes fought in a manner peculiar 'to' them
.........., !elves: their cavalry were armed with fabres , and every horfeman ' 

was clorely accompanied by a man ol\.foot, armed with a {word "nd a 
large club ; and fome illfiead of a club carried a {hort firong {pear: if 
a harre was killed and the rider remained \lIlhurt, he immediately 

1.-
began to act 01\ foot i and if the rider fell, and the borCe efcaped, he 
was immediately mounted, and preffed c1u again to the charge by the 
nrft foot-man who could feize him. NotwithO:anding the difference 

I'" 

• 

of numbers, and the . advantage of the ef\emy's difpofitioll, they be
haved with great fpiril, and made fivo fucceffive charges, in every ouo 
of which they were repulfed by the fire of the enemy's Sepoys. III 

the mean time the other wing adyanced towards the vi llage ; but 
their line of march along the cau{!way was fo mllch galled and en
.&Jaded by the Engliih field pieces, that all but the artillery-men with 
the canoon, and two Or three platoons to Cupport them, quitted,the 
caufeway, and formed in tbe rice fields all. extenfive front, which 
rcached almofl: to tbe grove, where their cavalry were engaged, wh'o 
imagined that this motion was made to reinforce them. Upon this 
change in their difj)ontioll, t\Vo fielJ pieces were fent to Cupport the 
Morattoes; and the Sepoys, with 'two platoons of Europeans, were 

• ordered to fally from the viUage and attack the enemy's artillery. This 
'UnexpeCted motion terrified tbofe who remained to defend the cannon 

, fo much, tbat they immediatdy began to draw them off and retreat. 
Their example was followed by tbe Sepoys illLhe rice fields, and the; 
retreat of there immediately difpirited the borfe ,!nd foot fighting at 
the grove, who had fuffered from the two field pieces fent thither; and 
ahis wbole wing gave way and retreated likewife, 1>urfued by the Mo
raUces. Capt. Clive, with his infantry and field pieces, advanced 
along tbe callfeway ill pur{uit of tbe enemy, who made a ftand at 
threc different choultries in their rout, but ~ere beaten out of each 
of them; when night coming 011, the.purfuit ccafed. About 50 of 
the French, and 150 of the encmy's cavalry and Sepoys, were either 
ki1l.~ or wounded in the aCtion. The Englilh loft no European. 
_ only eight Sepoy.; but of the Morattoes .bout fifty were eith.~ 
ItiIW or dif.bled. , 

"Ale _y cootiQuiog their nltcat, croITcd tbe river, aDd .. cered 
8 . cbe 
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the town of Arni: wh~ch at midnight tbey quitted in great djforder, 
intending to make the beft of their way to Gingee; and the next 
morning the E1lg1ifh entered the to\~n, -in whjch tbey found many 
t ents, and a large quantity of baggage. Th1e Morattoes -{et out in 
purfuit' of the enemy, ancl~ before night, rcturiled \vitb 400 herCes, 
and Raja-fahcb's military chen, in which they found 100,000 l1Jpees. 

A great number of the enem)"s Sepoys came and offered their fer
,'ricc to captain. Clivt:; who enlifted as many as broughOt good arms ; 
of whom the number amoltnted to 600 . Recciting intelligence from 
them that Raja. faheb had <lepofited fome valuable effects in the fort of 
A mi, he fummoned the govern.or to deliver them up, together with 
his fort; who, after fome altercations, fent out an elephant and 15 
horres, with a great 'quantity of baggage, and agreed to take the oath 
of fealty to l\h.homed-ally. but f(:fufed to (urrc!lder hi's fort; which' 
t he army, having no battering callUon, was not in a condition to 
attack: . 

The French, dllring the Ci cge of Arcot, had again taken potfeffion 
of the great pagoda of Conjeveram, and pb,ced til it a garrjfon of 
30 Europeans and 300 Sepnys, who trom hence interrupted. the com
mun~catior) between A rcot and MadrafS, and had furprized a party 
of difabled roen, retumillg from the liege. Amongll: ~hefe were)he • 
officers Revel and GInfs, to whom the French gave quarter, after they 
had murdered five or fix E.uropeans as they lay in their Jitters without 
arms, and incapalJJe of making retiftance. Captain Clive dctermifl,ed 
to avail himfelf of the diij>erfioll of Raja-faheb's forces to reduce Con
jevel'am; and two 01 three days after hisvj8:ory, marched tllither at the 
head of his oWn force: for Balin-row, in obedience to orders which he 

• 
had received from his uncle, proceedea with the Morattocs from Arni 
to Tritchinopoly . . The French officer at Conjeveram was fummot'led 
to furr~nder; and none of the garrifon unded):::lIlding the Jingliih 
language, he ordered his .,prifoners, Revel and Glafs, to write a 
letter, and acquaint captain Clive, that he intended to expofe them 
on the walls, if the pagoda was attacked. They wrote this1 but 
add·d, that they hoped no regard to their fafe ty would induce him 
to dilcontiuue his operations againll: the place. The arlT)Y waited (ome 
days for two 18 pounders, which were coming from Madrafs; and 

as 
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175 1• as foon as they arrived began to batter in breach at the dillancc of 
~ 200 yards: the enemy had no cannOIl, but fired very {mart!y with their 

mufketry, which killed feveral men at the battery, and lieutenant 
BulkIey, recollnoiterjng the pagoda over a garden-wall in company 
with captain CJive, was (hot through the head clofe by hisJide. The 
wall rdified three days before it began to give ,way, :when the gar
dfoll, confcious of their demerits, and dreading the juft refentment 
of the Englifh, abandoned the pagoda in the night, but left behind 
the two prifoners. After ruining the defences of Conjeveram, cap
tain Clive fent 200 Europeans and 500 Sepoys to Areal, and returned 
in the middle of December with the feft to Madrafs; from whence 
he went to Fort St. David, to give ::111 account of his campaign to 
the prelidency. 

During thefe fuccelfes ill the provinc~ of Areot, Chunda-.faheb 
beleaguered Tritchinopoly. The French battalion (lXed their quar~ 
ters at a village called Chuckly-pollam, on the iOuthern bank of the 
Caverj, auout two miles and a half from tbe call: fide of the town. 
The troops of Chullda-faheb, for the convenience of water, encamped 
likewife along the bank of the river, and to the eanward of Chuckly .. 
pallam, which poil: fecured one of the flanks of their camp, and at the 

f Dther extremity of it, threemiles diftant, tbey raifed a redoubt, on which 
they mounted two pieces of cannon. The French, on whom the ope~ 
rationsof the liege principally depended, rent to their fettlement of Ka
rical fora train of battering artillery ; and in the beginning of September 
they r.aired t,heir principal battery a little to the (outh of the north-eaft 
angle of the town, aJ)d at the diCtancc of 1200 jards from lhe wall~! 
To fave the fatigue of carrying 01) trenches between this pact and the 
camp, th~y afterwards made tbe battery a regular redoul>t, by lnc10fing 
it on both flanks and jll the rear witb a parapet and a deep ditch; here 
they mounted three S pounders,and three mortars, which weredefcnded 
by a conftant guard of J 00 Europeans and 400 Sepoys. They likewife 
mounted two 18 pounders on a rock"which has ever fmce ohtained 
the name of the French rock, and is fl,tuated about :1000 yar\t~ direCtly 
eaftfrom thefouth-eafr angle of the town; thcyalfu raired a botteryoC 
",0 """ on the illand of Stringham. from which they /ired "",ali 
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the CIft'eri at the northern gate of the citl. to interrupt the com· 
munication of the inhabitants with the river; thefe guns, as well as 

• thofe on the French rock, ·were at too great a diftauce to make any 
impreffion on the walls. By the1e works alone they hoped to reduce 
the city; the infufficiency of them (oon raifed in the Engllih battalion 
a contempt of their courage and military abilities, and it was noW' 
that they began to be aihamed of having retreated before fuch an 
enemy i and judging, as ufuat, from events, to blame their commander 
for an excefs of caution in his retreat, of which their own panicks had 
been the pri.ncipal caufe : for captain Gingen was undoubtedly a 
man of courage, and had feen much {eevice ill Europe; but having 
had no experience againfi: an Indian army, fell into the error of 
imagining that the cavalry of Chunda-faheb would all with all the 
vigour of which their numlter and appearance feemed capable. His 
prudence, if improper before, became aufolutely necelfary now, as 
the French had ta~en polTcffion of pons in which they could do no 
harm to the tOWIl, but from which they could not be driven without 
great 10fs: he therefore determined to prtKerve his men, whiHl: the 
enelJ'lY fatigued their troops and exhaulled their ammunition to no 
purpofe: and in this intention he kept the.greatefi part of the bat ... 
talion and Sepoys encamped c10fe to the wefiem fide of the town, • 
where they were out of the reach of annoyance. 

To fave that part of tbe wall againll: which the enemy9s p~i,~cipal 
battery . .lired, ft. glacis was raired to iuch a height as left nothing but 
the par;;tpet expof~ j and the grenadiers; commanded by captain 
Dalton, were paned behind this glacis : an entrenchment was flung 
up between the .French rock and the fouth-eaft angle of the towll, in 
which the company of Coffrees were polled, to proteCl: from furprizcl 
the Nabob's cavalry encamped to the fouth; and ttl oppofe the enemy'. 
battery in the iJIand, two guns were mounted clofe to the fouthero. 
bank of the: river. 

To .infilad< thefe. the French mOWlted two guns on the fame fide 
of the river; but were one night driven from this poft by captain 
Dalton: they .... few day. after. {urprized the Englifh entrOllchluent 
oJll>06tc to the French rock, and carried off the captain an1l ni .. a 

o d ·CoJttees ~ 
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Coffrecs; and thefe two wer.e the only enterprizes made on eithet fide 
duri'lg the month of Otlober. The enemy's batteries /ired indeed _ 
connantly and fmartly every day, and damaged fome houtes, but 

........ 
• made no irnpremon on the defehces of the town: they fupplitd fhe 

defenders with a great number of cannon.balts, all of which had the 
Ellglilh mark, being the fame that the (hips had ..fired againt1 POII
dichcrry, with as little eft'eEt: as they were now thrown away againft 

' Tritchinopoly. 
But although little was to be feared from the elfortl of an enemy 

",bo fcorned ignorallt of the fjrn principles of a regular attack, yet 
every thing was to be apprehended from the poverty to which the 
Nabob was reduced. His troops threatened to defert; the expcncc!t 
of the EllgJifh battalion, which ufed to 1:)e furnithed from his trcafury, 
began to be 'defrayed by th.t of For! St. rlavid, and he had no fe.fon 
(0 believe that they would continue t6 fupport l\im any longer than 
there was 3 probability df extricating him out of his difuetfes; and 
there he forefaw would increafe every day, wllers he could obtain an • 
army equal to that of Chund.-f.htb, whofe fuperiority had hitherto 
deterred the Englifh troops from making any vigorous elfort.. " 

The ouly prince in thf peninfula from whofe fituation, power~and 
inclination, the Nabob could exJ.1e/Ot the afliltance which he i1:00d fo 
much iu need of, was the king of Myfore. The territory of this In .. 
dian prince is bounded to the call by the foutbern part of the Carnatic, 
and the kingdC?m of Tritchinopoly; at~d to the weft it extehds. in 
fome parts, wjthin 30 miles of the fea-cOa1l: of MDlabar. His al)l1ual 
reVeltUe is computed at 20 mil1ions of rupees; and the whole nation 
bore a mortal batred to Chunda-faheb, 'w~o during the time that be 
governed Tritchinopoly, furmed a defign of conquerillg the country. 
and befi.ged fur !everal month, Caroor, tb.i1:rongeft of their frontier 
town. to the etftward. The killg of MYfore being 811 infant, the go
YCmment was adminiftered by hi. uncle. wbo a6led with unlimited 
",....r: to this regent, called in the COIJIlh'y, the Dalawttj of Myfore. 
Jhhc,ibed.aIly applied (or atIlfbnce; and finding that the dItotid of 

e ......... 1.e-agm,dtoall the_wJlIi6'iboMy(o_ ::.l~iliao.~ahcb'~ I Wc:ceL Wu lIot tI\oae a {u8icIent ~ "" IDduce 
"*'V:'«ll\f; -.III Ihefo ... en: very abrbiIut. The Nabob ratified tIM 
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treaty by hi. oatb, aDd the Daloway determined to aBiII him with 
efficacy. In confcq,ence of tbis negociation, a party of feventy 
horfemen arrived at Iritcbinopoly in the beginning of OOober from 
Seringapatnam, the capital of MyCore. They brought five hundred 
t:houfand r~pees: great rtrpctl was.fhewn to their officer; and the 
da.y after his arrival a tkirmiih happeued, which, although incontider. 
able, gave him a favourable opinion of the Nabob's European allies. 
A platoo),), with two or three companies of Sepoys, were fent to cut 
down wood at a grove fituated about a mile and a balf fouth-eafl from 
the city. The enewy having intelligence of this detachment, rent 
a large body of cavalry to cut off their retreat: their march being 
difcovered from the rock in the city, tbe grenadiers, with forne Se .. 
poys, and one field piece, were fent to fupport tQe firn p3.rty, and We 
troop of Myforeans accompanied them. Captain Dalton meeting 
the wood~carts loaded, ordered them to proceed to the town br a diC
tant road, and form\ng the two parties into one column, with the 

. fieldpiece in front, marched towards the em:my, inO:ead of returning 
direCtly to the city. He fira met the French dragoons, who halted 
on a .fenall eminence to recol.llloitrc, and waited there until they re
ceived the firc of a plat_ooo, on whic;h they retreated to bring up the: 
body of Chunda~fahcb's cavalry, who remaiued at fome 'difia!lCe in 
the rear. Thefe carne up fome time:: aftcr at full fpeed, flouriihing 
their [words, and made a halt within point blank: inot, to dr;lW the 
lire of the Englifh troops before cllC), charged; but captain DaltQu 
ordered his men to vrefervc it, and wait with fixed bayonets in cloCe 

" order. The field piece alone was fired, and the fir{t (hot diCmoullted 
three 1II00rs, and a few more difcharges put the whole body to flight. 
They left 02 hor{Cs kiUed on the plain, and he Myfore,"s took five 
prifoncrs, together with their horfes; which at their return, a fcrw 
rlays after, they carded in a kind of triumph to their Qwn country. 

The.French continued to bombard the -town with9ut any clJange 
in their pofi.tioll; and in the \atter end of November tl,le king Of My_ 
fore's army began to aIr.mble at Caroor, fituated about 50 miles from 
Tritcbinol'oly, and 5 miles to the fouth of the Caveri; he likcwi&: 
took into his pay 6000 Moranoes, under the command of Morari-m ... , 
often mentioned in this hiftory: i 000 of them were fent to fccoad 
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the efforts of captain Clive in the Areat province; and ifi the begin
ning of December, 500 under the command o(,lnrul-KhaR, a bra\'c 
aDd aaive officer, came to Trirchinopoly. The day after their arrival, 
they went boldly [0 reconnoitre the plain, where nODe of .the Nabob's 
difj>irited cavalry had ever vel1tu,cd to iliew themfelvcs, attd finding a 
finall detached camp of about zoo horre, which bad Jain four months 
unmolefted near the French rock, they rode into it fword.in hand', 
and brought off' every thing they found with the greaten Cbmpofure,. 
fhewing no fear at the fwarms of Chunda,faheb's cavafry, wno 
mounted and marched towards -them from their pri.ncipal carrTp. 

Alter this exploit, the Morattoes went out · feveral days fue-
ceffively to reconnoitre; and Innis·Khan having obferved that the 
French dragoons were much more alert than any of Chunda·faheb's 
cavalry, mounting and advancing' on every alarm, he formed the 
defign'of (.lrawing them into an ambu(ca<te; apd having communi. 
cated his plan to captain Gingen, a party of Europeans, with two. 
field pieces, were detached before day, who entering a 1ars:e and. 

.. deep water-courfe, which runs acrofs the plain to the fouth of the 
city, concealed themfe1ves in it, withij1 400 yards of the French 
rock, and ~t the fame time Innis-Khan, _ith 300 horfemen, marchedi 
out from his encampment on the weft fide of the town. The fur
face of the plain round Tritchinopoly is very uneven, and fuJI of 
hollow ways. The Morattoe taking a large circuit, pl::t.ced his men 
in a hoHow, where, when difmounted, they could not be perceived 
either frO!1l the French rock or that in the city. Every thing re· 
mained quiet ill botb CaRps until noon, when 40 Morattoes, mounted 
on the beft horfes, fct out from the camp, and keeping out of cannon
Ibot or the Frencb rO<!k, proceeded ta the eanward of it, and then, 
p114pec1 fword in band dircClly to the enemy'. camp, where they 
made no wall hurry and confufion, either cuttillg dowil or driving an 
the foragers tbey met, quite up to the lents, This provoking the 
Frencb, 60 dragoon. (allied, ... d were foIIewed flowly by 400 of 
Ch\lQda-fabeb's cavalry, The Morattoes retreated lciIUa'eI1 before 

haiti .. as they Imlted, but alwaY' keel>iudf dalo dilbnce of 
-1hDt a- tliom, Ud ill m;,_"'ilI~ eocmyufar • .. 
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3S the French rock, when Mr. Pifchard, a bra"eollioer, exafpera!ed '75' 
at the repeated defiances or fuch a handful of men, formed his troop, 
and leaving the MooraRl cavalry, fet out in purfui t of them at fu!1 
fpeed. They now i'ew before the dragoon~, until they h:1d led tbem 
infcllfiuly out of the reach of the Frcllch artiiJery on the rock, and 
ueyond their own plrty in ambufcade; when there mounting jn an , 
illfiant, (nllied from the hollow' way, and charged the df1lgoons im
petuouny il.' the rear, whiH't: the flying party wnec:ling, atracked them 

. with equal fury in front. The action. was over in an inflant; the 
French had only time to difcharge a few pifiols, 3nd.were all cut to 
pieces, excepting .1 0, who had not been able to keep up with t he relJ. 
The detachment of Chunda-f.1.heb's cavalry, either from cowardice, or 
fufpiciol1 of th,.; (hatagem, never ft irred from the reck J but the officer 
who commanded it. that ]>0t1:: detached 100 mcn to {oecour his un
fo(tuno.te fricnds. L ieutenant Trttfler, polted in the entrenchment 
oppolite the rock, -feeing them mRI'ch , and not knowing the fuccefs 
of the Morattoes, immediately advanced with the company ofCoffrees 
to oblige the party to retord, who finding all 100: on .. the plain, 
haUened back and faved the rock, which TruncI' was on the point of 
carrying. The fuccers of this ambufeade di4>irited the enemy fo 
much, that they fuffered their dead to lay on the plain without vea- • 
turing out to bury them; and when, two days after, the Englilh 
went to perform this charitable office, they found the boWe! devoured 
by the jackals, • 

The Morattoes, on the other hand, were (0 much elevated, and 
conceived fo deij>icable an opinion of 'tile enemy, that they preffed 
their allies to march out and offer them battle: pcomifing, that if the " 
Ellglith batt:tlion would engage the Frencb, .hey would prevent it • 
from lJeing incommoded by Chunda-fabeb's cavalry, although thefe 
were 12,000, and they themfelv« only 500. The reafonable 00- :' 
jeaions made to .his hardy propofal fatis6ed them, until the arrival 
of Balin-row with his body of 1000 men from the Arcot country, 1 

when thinking that thi. reinforcement rendered tbem a full match 
to. the en_my, thq afpired at the glory of 6niUUng the war them
li:lv.., and bcQune more and more follicitoul for a gencnal engage-

ment, 

-
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1'5 1• menl, in which they promifed;o charge the French battalion on both 
_ flink.; /inding that tho Englith {WI d""lined to put any tbing to 

rifque until the arrival of the Myfore army, and of a reinforcement 
e"peded from Fort St. David, they did not fcruple to tell them, that 
they were not tbe fafl\e kind of men as thofe tbey had feen figbting 
(0 gallantly at Arcot. . 

III the mean time the army of Myfore, with 4000 Morattoes Wlder 
Morari-row, had afi'embled oft the frontier of Caroor; and the regeQt, 
after many delays, at laft yielded to the preffing follicit:itions of the ' 
Nabob, and prepared to' march to Tritchinopo~y; when the enemy 
having intelligence of his intention, vcntured to detach a Chong party 
of Europeans, cavalry and Sepoys, to the village of Kiftnavaram, 
lituated 30 miles to the weft of the city in the high road to My(ore: 
they found the pJa.ce, although fortifi~df without Q garrifon ; and as 
foon as they were in polfeffioll of jt, began to improve the. defences, 
fj>reading a report, that if tile Myforea9s offered to move, t'key w~uld 
attack tbem, and afterwards pillage their country. This fropped thy 
regent" ,,!arch, and he wrote to the Nabob defiri,ng that a ,ftrong party 
of Europ~ans might be fent to his affiClance without delay, as he was 
IItterly ignorant of the manner in which he ougpt to cimdu8: hiduelf 

• ap.inft white men who fought with mu{ketry and ,cannol). 
Lieutenant Trufler was detached on t~is fcrvicewith 40 Europeans 

and 100 Sepoys; bllt it foon appearing that this forcewas infufficient, 
captain Cope proceeded with J 00 morc Europeans and two [mall fie\d . 
~cs. He was inClrutled to dillodgt the enem, at all eyents, and 
fo"nd them pofred in a qluch ftronger btuation than he expe4t.ed, 
"fhe vill~ge .W", indofed by a mud ... aU, Ranked by roulld towors, 
.aad in the center of it was a fort: the northern /ide was cfojC to .be 
bani< of the Caveri, alld the other 6del were (urrouljded by a deep 
..mo,.1i, paffablc only ill oue part to the ",cawar!!; to de&:lld wl)ich. 
lbe Fro"""h ~<I Suug up 9P)Ill emi.uellccllu ellllJlQ<:hmellt at U>e dif-
__ or gun./hot from tl>e village. ~n eope en<;alllJl"d to IIae 
.....a of thil .... incn .. , wbieh "'iI!lOIIlIocI tp attaA;k ~"'.JirMk, 
1Iut!by ~ millake tho """fl. W_ Dot z" il!cfIll!ll"W fUll w.as 
• "r"'lIicb Ullie .,..,~~ bad liuccl 
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{everal banks and water"""",resleadiog 10 il wjih Sepoy.: be n~· '1S
'
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thelef. j,erliJled in hi. illtention; but the fo,lorn.hope conUnll Co '" -
bank which /heltered them from tbo enemy's lire, could not be pre-
vailed on to advance beyond it, and tbis example was followed IIJ the 
fefl:. Lieutenaut Felix received a filet through the body, as he ftood 
encoutaging them OI~ the top of the bank j an~ (Oon after, cap~in 
Cope, returning with a platoon. frolD the re{crve, was mortally 
wounded; on which difafters the whole party retreated to their camp 
in diforder. 

Captain Didton was f'cnt from Tritchinopoly to take the command, J 75z. 
and found the detachment joined by the van of the Myfore army; and 
two days aftcr the regolt himfelf cani.e lip with the reft; the whole Con-

fif'l:e<J of J 2,000 1Ior(e and 8,000 foot, including the Morattoes. He 
immediately defired D. conference with captain Dalton, whom he re-
ceived with great ~Iitellefs, admiring, not without afi:onilhment, tho 
martial appearance and regularity of the EngliCh troops; and forming 
naturally the fame high opinion of the French, 'he declared, that he 
thould neither expofe his men, nor lofe time, in attacking them, but 
proceed at midnight with half the army direaly to Tritchillopoly by 
another road at forne difumce OLl the plain, leaving the rell with ca~ • 
tain D:llton, whom he requefted to divert the enemy's attention by a 
falfe attack until he was out of the reach of d;1ngor: and, not content 
with tbefe precautions, he defired that fome Europeans might accom .. 
pany him as a fafeguard 'to his perfoD. Thefe difjlOfitions anfwering -
the purpofe for which the detachment was fent, captaiu Dalton ea
couraged him ill his refolution, and at midl,ight began to fkirmifh 
againfl:: the enemy's pails, which he kept alarmed until morning, by 
which time the rear of the regent's divifiou was out of fight. This fer-
vice proved to be much more necdfary than it firil appe~red to be: for 
fuch was the militar) ignorance of the Myforeans, that they were dif-
covered in the night pafting over the platin with ten thoufand lights, u 
if they had.been marclUng in the proceffion of"", Indian wFflding-. 

The next day the reftof their army proceeded, deiiriagcapw'l. Dalto .. 
to remaill before the village until they ..... r. out of figb't"lUldpromilll! 
to halt and wait ror him; but they were no fooner out of dMgcr tho" 
they hurried ow.yto juiu the rep. SomehOll(Wafter,tho:EnglBhde. 
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lachinent decamped, and paJling by Kiftnavaram without moiellatioD 
iromthegarri(oll, returned to Tritchinopoly, where they arrived ondle 
6th of February, and the French foon after recalled their detachment;. 

The junCtion of the Myforeans determined the king of Tanjore 
to declare for the Nabob ; and (oon after their arrival he fent to 
Tritcbinopoly 3000 horfe and 2000 foot: under the command of his 
general Monack-jee. The Polygar Toodiman, whore country lies 
between Talljore and Madura, Likewife Cent 400 horfe and 3000 

Colleries: thefe a"re a people, who, under feveral petty chiefs, inhabit 
the woods between Trirchil)opoiy and Cape Comorin; their name in, 
their own language figni6es Thieves, and juiUy defcribes their ge
neral ch:lraCler, which however has differences in different parts of 
the country. Thofe to the north of Madura are almofi ravage: their 
weapon is a pike 18 fcet long, with which the)llocreep along the 
ground, and ufe it with great addreCs iu ambufcades; but the prin
cipal fervic.e they render to an army is, by fiealing or killing the 
horf .. of the enemy's camp. Thus the force of Mahomed.ally be
came on a fuddeu fuperior to that of Chunda-f.heb; for the troops 
of his alJies joined to his 'bwn, formed a body of 20,000 cavalry, 
6000 of which were Morattoes, and of 20,000 infantry. 1:he army 
of Chunda-faheb had likewife fmce their arrival before Tritchinopoly; 
been augJJ)j!:llted to 15,000 borfe and 20,000 foot, by the junction of 
3000 horfe cOmn)anded by Allum-Khan, the governor of Madura, 
and of 4000 Peons and CoHeries belonging to the Polygar, I\l0ra
war, whore country lies to the fouth of tbe kiogdom or Tanjore. 
The ki:';:f Myfor., impatient to be put in poffeffion of the places 
which omed-ally had agreed to give up to him ill return for his 
a1liIlan~ prdfed the Englilh battalion to make a general attack en 
the cnetQy with the whole army. and Morari~row, the Morattoe, fc
COl\~ed him v~' ilrongly1n chis propOfal; but capblin Gingen know
ing thtt thefe India" tr:ellP!' were capable of 9Indaring very little kr
vice fortifiCli pofta, dofewlcd ay E~ .... and f;OIIf~g 

~:{.::.Ii<:;;~ baWlli"", ~l ~, Ja1.jlhOuld 
ill in the(s ~ 'l~~ble, he 

to _~ W/&Il hl_ ..-bGIi of Ellropea.u, 

i';"'iIfC~1 \-0 111<, ~ 4iitWlp~JII'01'inc. of ArcOc. 
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Here the feattered troops of Raja-/ilheb 110 fooner faw the Engliih 
tetire t~ their garrifons, after the taking of Conjeveram, than they re
affembled and moved, in the beginning of January, down to the fea. ... 
coall:, carrying their ravages iuto the company's territory of Pana ... 
malee, where they burnt feveral villages, and plundered the country 
houfe, built by the Eng Iia, 3t the foot of St. Thoma,', mount: after 
thefe hofiilities, they returned to Conjeveram, and having repaired 
the damages which the pagoda had fufiained from the Engli1b. 
they garrifoned it with 300 Sepoys, and then kept the field uet\Veell 

this place and the fort of Ponamaree, which tbey fornetimes threatened 
to attack. The violences they committed, and the contributions 
they levied, impaired tbe Nabob's as well as the Company's revenues 
fo much, that the prefidency determjn~d to make ali effort~ with nil 
the force they could affemble, to ' reduce this enemy, lJefore they rent 
a reinforcement to Tritchinopoly. Captain Clive, appointed to this 
fervice, returned in dle beginning of Febrl1ary to l\1adrafs, where, 
whilll he was employed in levying Sepoys, ad,etachment of J OO Eu .. 
opeans arrived from Bengal: With thefe, and 80 morc from the 

garrifon of Madrafs, he took tbe field the Z:ld of February, and was 
the-fame day joined by 200 Europeans and 500 Sepays from the gar~ 
rifon of Arcot. His w1.01e force united confified of 380 Europeans, • 
1300 Se1'oys, with fix field pieces: the enemy were 2500 horfe. 2000 

Sepays, and 400 Europeans, with a large train of artillery: and,l1ot
withll:anding this fupcriority, they no tooner heard of the preparations 
that tbe Englilh were making to attack them, than they fortified 
themfelves firong'Y in their camp at Velldalorc, a vi llage fituatcd 
about 25 rrules fouth~wefi of I\1adrafs. Captain Clive marched to .. 
wards them with an intent of attacking their camp b} furprizc in 

. the rear; but Jlad not proceeded far before he received information 
that [hey had fuddenly abandoned it, and had difperted with the ap. 
pearanceofpeoplc terrified by fome rlif.'dlcr, infomuch that it was be. 
lieved they had receivt:d news of {t)me bae! luccc1s at Tritchinopoly, 
and were hurrying' thither to reinforce the army of Chunda~faheb. 
The Englith however continued their march, and took polfeffioll of 
the ground the euemy had quitted, where, fome hours after, intelli
gtnre was received, that all the difj>erfcd partics were re·united at 

E e Conjcveram. 
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Conjeveram. It ;wa. then not do\lbted !bat they had received advice 
of the wenknefs of the garrifon at Areot; and that they intended to 
take advantage of it by making a fiJdden affault on the fort. Captain 
Clive therefore made a forced march of 20 miJes to Conjcveram, 
where the garri{on of the pagoda furrenclered on the firlt: fummol1s; 
and a few hour'S after, the conjeCture whicb had been made of the 
enemy's intentions was verified by news that they were in fun march 
towards AreOl. The troops were too much fatigued to foUow them 
immediately, but the next day took the fame rout. and on their march, 
a letter was receivetl from the commanding officer at ~rcot, advi!ing 
that they had entered the town, and tkirmiChed againft the fort with 
snu1ketry f6r ievcral hours in expeCtation that the gates \vou1d hm'e 
been opened to them by two officers of the Englifh Sepoys, with 
wbom they had carried on a corre~)ondence j bot that the plot had 
been difeovered, and tbe enemy finding theil' lignals not anfwered, had 
quitted tbe city with precipitation, alld it was nm yet known what 
rout they had takeu. 1 n this uncertainty it was determined to hafien 
to Areat. 

The army trrived ill fight of Covrepauk at fun-fet, when the ~an 
marching in the high road without (ufpicion, were fired upon from 

-the ris.ht at no greater diftance than 250 yards, by nine piece~ of 
canuou. Thefe were the French artillery, pofted in a thick grove of 
mango tr~es, which had a ditch and a bank in front : the fire did 
{orne mifchief before it could be eIther anfwered or avoided; but 
luckilv there was a water-courfe at a little difiance to the left of tbe , . 
!'cad, in which the infant ry were ordered to take thelter, and the bag .. 
gnge to march back half a mile with one of the field pieces and a 
platoon to d.:f.:md it; and two field pieces, fupported by a platoon of 
EuroJ>eaus with 200 Sepoys, were detached to oppo(e Raja-fabeb's . 
ca~alry which appeared extending themfe1ves on the plain to the left 
ofthewater-courfe; in the meantime the.reft of the artillery, drawn up 
on the right, anfwered the enemy's fire from the'grove; the French in ... 
fantry entered the water-coune, and advaneed along it in a C'olumn 
of fix men in front: the EngliJh fOrmed in the faJilo order, and a 
lire ",as kept up on both lide. for two hoUR, by aa>n-light, during 
wbICbneither ventured to come to tbe pu1h of bayonet. The enemy'. 
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.:avalry made feveral unfuccefsful attacks bolh ... the parly PPI'0fed 
10 them, and the baggage in Ih. rear: uUI their artillery in Ibe grove 
being anfwcred only by three pie<;es of callnon, did execution in pro
portion to this fuperiority, and eilher killed or difabled fo many of tbe 
Englith gwmeTs that prudence feemcd to diClatc-. a retreat, unlelS 
their cannon could ue taken, Caplain Clive did not defpair of this 
laC\: refource, and at ten at night Ce nt olle Shawillm, a ferjeant, who 
{poke the Cowltry Janguages, with a few 5epo)'5, to reconnoitre: he 
returne<l and reported that the cocmy had paned no guards in tbC' 
rear of the grove; on which intelligence 200 of the bell: Europeans 
and 400 Sepoys were immediately ordered to proceed thither under 
the command of Jieutenant Keene, with Shawlum as their guide. 
Captain Clive himfelf accompanied the detachment half way, and on 
his return foun.d the troops he had left fighting in the water-courfe 
fo much difpirited by the departure of Keene's detachment, that tbey 
were on. the point of taking flight, and fame had aJready ruo away . ~ 
be, however, not without difficulty, rallied them, and th.e firing W&9 

renewed. [n the mean time Keene taking a large circuit, came di
recHy oppofite to the renr of the grove, aud halted at the diClauce of 
3&0 yards from it, whiUl: enfign Symmonds advanced alone to examine 
the enemy's difpofition. This officer had not proceeded far before. 
be came to all ep trench, ill which a latge body, confuting of alltbe 
enemy's Sepoys, whofe {ervice had not been demanded in the water .. 
courCe, were fitting down to avoid the random ihots of the fight. 
Tbey challenged Sym"mollds-, and prepared at lirCi to {hoot him, bur: 
deceived by his il>eakillg French, fufli:red him to pars as a French 
officer; be then went on to the grove, 'where he perceived, befid.o;s 
the men employed at the guns, 100 Europeans fbtiooed to iupport 
them, who only kept a look-out towards the field of battlt; IUd 
paffing ill his return at a diftance to the right o( the. trench where he 
had found the enemy's Sepoys, be rejoined his own de~achmcnt; who 
immediately marched by the fame way be had rcturued. and entering 
the grove unperceived, gave their nre in a general volley at the dif .. 
tlllee of 30 yards. It fell heavy, and altonithed the enemy fu much 
that tlley did noll'cturn a fingle fuol, but infumtly abandOll<d, th~l' 
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guns, every mall endeavouring to {ave him(eJf by precipitate flight. 
Many of them rail into a choultry in the grove, where they were fo 
crowded together that they were not able to make u(e of their arms. 
The Engliih drew up before the choultry, and to fjlare the impend. 
ing Daughter of their lire, offered quaper, which was accepted with 
joy, and the Frenchmen coming out one by OW!, as they were ordered, 
delivered up their arms, and were made prifoners. The Engljlh 
troops fighting at the water-courfe were immediately convin'ced of 
the fuccef. of the del.ehment, by the fudden fUenee of the 'enemy's 
artillery: but the enemy's infantry remained ignorant of it, and con
tinued the ,fight, until fome of the fugitives from tbe grove informed 
them of the diCafier, on which they immediately took flight, and their 
hQrCe diJjJeded at the fame time. The field tieing thus cleared, the 
whole army united, and remained under arms until day~break, when 
they found them{elves in polTc:ffion of Jlioe field pieces, three cohorn 
morta~s, and 60 Europea,'l prifoners. They likewife counted So dead 
on the {jel~, and not lefs thall 300 Sepoys: for the enemy had ex~ 
pofed thefe troops more freely than the other!. Of the Englifll, 40 
Europeuns and 30 Sepoys were killed, and a great number of both 
wounded. • 

Part of the fugitives took fhelter in the I,leighbouring fort of Covre
pauk, which was {ummoncd to furrender ;, but the governor returned 
anfwer, that the troops of Raja-faheb were much more numerous 
than his garr ifon, anti, contrary to his inclination, iutcnded to de
fend the fort: a detachment was therefore fent to inv.efi it, but 
lJeforc they arrived the fugitives aban"doned . it, ul)on whieh he fub
mined. 

From hence the troops proceeded to Areot, and the next day 
marched towards Velore. not in expetlation of reducing the place, but 
in hopes that fome hollilities would induce l\1ortiz-ally to pay a con .. 
tribution, or at leall: to deliver up the elephants and baggage, which 
Raj.ofaheb bad depofited in bis fort foon after he bad raiU!d the liege 
of Areot; but before the troops came in fight of Velore, captain 
Clire rtceived In order from tbe prefidency of Fort St. David, to 
IiIjIoIr thither with aU bis force, (or it was IIDW detcrmiIled to reod 
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them to Tritcbinopoly. He therefore changed hi. rout, and march- J 75" 
ing acrofs the country, came to the {pot where Nazir-jing had hden ~ 
killed: here he found a rifing town projeCled by the vanity of Mr. 
Dupleix to commemorate that detefiable ad ion, and called Dupleix
Fateabad, or the town of Dupleix's viCtory: it is {aid; tbat he was 
preparing a column, \Vitl} a pompous infcription in the French, 
Malabar, Perfic, and Im{ofian languages, which he intended to erea • 
in the middle of the [Own, where he bad already caufed coins ltruck 
with Cymbals of the viCtory to be buried. The troops did llat quit 
this place ul,til they bad razed to the ground all that was ereCted, 
after which they proceeded to Fort St. David. During the whole 
march they no where met a fingle {quadroL} of the enemy's troops. 
The defeat at Covrepauk fucceeding to their former difgraces, in
tirely broke their force as well as 'their ij)irits: their horfe either 
dUb::llldcd, or took Cervice with the governors in the provinces who 
ftiU acknowledged C'hunda-fuheo ; and the French troops and Sepoys 
were recallel:l to Pondicherry, where Mr. Dupleix was fo inccnfcd 
againft Raja-faheb, that be would not Cuffer him for (everul days to· 
appcilr in his.prcfellce. Thu~ the EngliIh fuccdTes ill tbe Carnatic 
recovercd to rvlahomed-ally an extent of country 30 miles in breadth 
and 60 in. length, the annual revenues of which" including that of • 
the famous pagoda at Tripetti, amounted to 400,000 pagodas. 

Three days aft~r their arrival at Fort St. David, the troops were 
ready to take the field again under the command of captain Clive, 
when, 011 the 15th 0'£ March, Major Lawrence arrived from Eugland, 
and two days afLer put himfclf at the head of the detachment. It 
cO~lGned of 400 Europeans and I 100 Sepoys, with eight field pieces, 
who eCcorting a large quantity of military Q.ores, marched through 
the king of Tanjore's country tow:lrds TritcbinoJ>oly. 

Here the Myforeans and Morattoes were fo much difpleaCed with 
the precaution of captain Gingen, who conftantly refufed to attack 
the enemy's pofts before he was joined bY.the expeCted reinforce_ 
ment, that the Dalaway of Myfore, diftrelTed by the great expenca 
of qis army, had more than ouce been on the point of returning to 
h is own CO\lOtry: however, him the Nabob appeafed, by making 
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a,." the revenues of .11 the dilb-ias which had boen recovered nace 
hie: arrival: lJut Morari-row was fo exafperated by this inaaivity, 
which deprived his troops of opportunities to get plunder, and re· 
rom/cd the profpt"tl of more important acquifitions, which he expeCled 
from this war, that he meditated defetiion, and began to treat with 
ChiJnda·(aheb. 

Both armies were equally follici tous of the fate of the approaching 
reinforcemeru:, and Mr. Dupleix (ent repeated orden to Mr. Law, 
whocommlmded the French battalion, to intercept them at all cvents~ 
They arrived on the 26th of March at a fort belonging to the king 
of Tanjore, within 20 miles of Tritcbiuopoly; where they depofited 
luch part of the £lores, as would have retarded their march ami em .. 
baralfed their operations. The next day proceeding a10})g the high 
road, which paffeth withi.n point blank ibot of Cojladdy, mojor Law
renee received, intelligence that the enemy had polled at this fort a 
ftrong party witb artiHery: on which he ordc~d his guides to look 
put for another road; but they, by fome mifiake, led him within ' 
N8Ch of the vcry ~)ot he wanted to avoid, and the troops were un
npe8edly.lired upon by fix pieces of canllon from acrors the Caveri. 
To divert this nre from the baggage, among which it created no {mall 
confu/ion, it was anfwered from the rear divi(ion oE guns confiCling of 
four field pieces, fupported by 100 Europeans, under the command of 
captain Clive, whilfi the line marched on inclining to the l eft, which 
direC1ion (0011 brought them out of the enemy's reach, but not before 
20 Europeans were killed. The~' tben halted. and were joille~ by 
the nrar divifion, after which they continued their march without 
meomg any farther interruption, and ill the evening baIted within 
JO lDiko of Tritchinopoly. From hence captaiu Gingen detached 
in the night lOO Europ=ans, with 50 dragoons, who joined the re
inforeement before morning; and at day-break captain Dalton was 
li~ife detached from the city with hi' own cOlllplUly-of grenadiers, 
and a"other of the battalion, in.oll 200 Europeans, 400 Sopoy .. aud 
four 6e1d pi..,.., who were orduecilO * II: a rack called the Sugar
W about three miles foutb el tbo FroACh rod<, from ",""nco !hey 
'tnie .. join the ~_. u """ • it came in figh!-
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In the mean tim. th. major advanced towards Elimi(erum. This '75'" 
is a rock with. fortified pagoda on the filmmit, "he':" the French ......... 
had mounted cannon: it i, fituated three mile. to the fouth-eaft of 
'he French rock; and between thof" two poll, tbe greatell part of 
the enemy's army were drawn up in order of battle: the reft were 
in. line which extended from the French rock to the villagc of 
Ohutklypollam uy the river fide. The major, informed of this dif. 
pofition, made 'to {llrrou ~}d bim if he pe.(fed to t~e north of Elimife .. 
Tum, direCt:ed his march to th e. {outh of it t and before he came in 
fight of the enemy, the whole of the confederate troops, employed for 
the Nabob, were in the field, and by their appearance deterred the 
el\emy from making any detachments to attacle: the major. At noon, 
captain Dalton's party, ~yjth the Myforeans and the Nabob's troops, 
met him half-way between Efimiferum and the (ugar-Joaf·rock, 
wh'i. lfi Moran-row with the IHorattoc9 remained fltirmifhing faintly 
with the enemy. • 

The fUll Jhiking exeeffively hot, the troops were ordered to halt 
and reli'dh themfelves j but ill lees than half an hour the (couts came 
in at full ft1ee<i, bringing int<iJligence that the whole of the enemy's 

• army was advancing, anti that the fire of their cantlOn had put tho 
Morattoes to flight: thefe (oon after came up, and forming with the • 
relt: of the allies in the rear of tbe Europeans and Sepoys, followed 
them tlowly at a dilla,nee, 

Captain Clive having reconnoitred the enemy, reported, that 
there was a large ch~ul try, with fame tlonc buildings. nor f.1r from the 
front of the French battalion, whjch they, bufiet! in forming their 
line, had neglef.ted to take poCfeffion of, On th is ~dv ice he was Qf. 

dered to proceed with the lirft divifion of artillery, [u pporrt:d by the 
grenadiers, as fall as pomble to tbe chou!try, wbilll the rell of the 
column moved up flowly in regular order. T he enemy, infiead of 
fending forward a detachment to prevent them, contented tnemfelves 
with cannonading as their battalion advanced, which had approached 
within 800 yard, of rhe ehoultry by the time the Englilh derachment 
arrived there: and now made a pufh againft their artiller)" which 
was fo well pointed, tbat it kept them at a dillance UI1tIJ the rell of 
the battalion and SePOY' came up. The COli federate tI'OOpS, unwjl. 
ling to expofe th~ir horf .. to a cannonade, baIted at • dill.nce; but 

• . ~o~ , . 
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LiS'. tbore of Chunda.faheb, commanded by Allum-Khan, tbe governor of 
~ Madura, kl!!pt clore to the rear of tbe French. A cannonade cofued; 

the hatrell without doubt, for the time it lafted, that had ever been 
Ccen on the pJains of ludofian; for the French fired from 22 pieces 
of cannon and the Engl..i.fh from nine. Such of the Englilh troops 
as were not employed at the guns found (belter behind the choultry 
and the buildings near it; whilft the whole of the enemy's army ftOOd 
expo(ed .. on the open plain, Cuffering inpl'Oportion to this difadvaatage. 
The French battalion in half an hour began to waver, and drew off 
meir guns to a greater diftance, upon whjch the Engliih advanced 
their artillery, and the men of the battalion who fllpported them 
were ordered to fit down with their arms grounded; by which pre
caution many lives were faved. They ll:ill continued to retreat, but 
Chullda-raheb's cavalry kept ~heir ground for fome time, and ulllained 
the cannonade with much more 6rmnefs than had eVer been ob
(en,ed in the troops ot India : they were fpiritod 'by the example of 
their commander, Allum-Khan, whofe head was at length taken off 
by a callnon-ball, as he was encoutaging th~m to advance; on which 
difafier they gave way and retreated likewife. '. The Captains Clive 
and Dalton continuing to advance with the firfi divifion of artillery, 

• follQwed the French, who fiung rilcmfelves into a great water-eourfe 
near the French rock, where they were on the point of being enfiladed 
by a fire that would have made great ' havock amongfi them ; 
wben ,Major Lawrence, fatisfied with the "advantages lhat had 
UecD gained, and unwilling to expofe the men to more fatigue 
under fuch a burning (UIl, ordered the purfllit to"ceare. Seven mell 

of th~ battalion were firuck dead by the heat, and I ~ were killed or 
di(abled by the cannonade. The French loll about 40 men; and 
300 of Chwula-faheb's trooIX, with 2.85 borfes and an elephant, were 
found dead on tne plain. The fucoef. of this day might have been 
much greater, had the confederate troops behaved with common ac
ti"ty, inltead of wbich they remained at a dHlmce, idle rpelt.tors, 
DOr could they be pre.ailed on to make a finglecl)arge,cven when the 
.. emy'o cavalry retrelWld. This m.aion proceeded not from want 
fIIlNawry, but from the treachery of M......w..w. who being at this 
limc.iD ""'" with CbUDda.l&beb, wulIII.'IriJling 10 bring q;. M_· -
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toea to aClion; omd {uch was tbeoapinion CIltc$inod of ~ir courage, 
that none of th~ Tell of tbe a1Iies would venture to light w itjlout 
them. 

175' ......... 

Major Lawrence continuing his march, arrived in the evening at 
Tritchinopoly, and the next day conferred with the NalJob and the 
other geuerals on the plan of their future operations: theyeoncWTcd 
in opinion that a gr.:neral attack lhould be made without delay on the 
enemy's camp; but when the time was to be fixed, he found botb 

• ~lIo()(5 and Indians fo attached to lucky 3no unlucky days, that feveral 
~--.• :'wer.e likely to be loll: before tbey would agree in the notion of a for
,:~.:~ t'ijnatc hour, without which none of them thought it Cafe to rifk. an 

" eugag'el11cnt. In the mean time, thinking it not prudent to Cuffer the 
,- eutmy to recover from the imprellioll which they had received on the 

day of his arrival, he determined to attempt as much agaioft them as 
could be executed with his own force; and perceiving that the French. 
pofts were too fi:rongly fortifie.d to be carried without the affiftance of 
the whole army, he refolved to attack tbe camp of Chullda~fahe~ 
which extended along the river witho.ut entrench~ents. On the Iii 
of April at night, captain Dalton, wah 400 men, was ordered to 
march, and, by taking a large circuit, to come in. at the caftern ex
tremity of tbe enemy's camp, which he was to enter, beat up, and. 
fet fire to. The Englifh troops, from their long inactivity, knew Co 
little of (he ground about Tritchinopoly, that they were obliged to 
tru1l: to Indian guides j and thefe being ordered to conduct: them out 
of the reach of the enemy's advallced pofis, fell into.the other extreme, 
and led tbem fevebl miles out of their way, and through fuch bad 
roads, that when t11C morning fiar appeared, they found themfelves 
between EJimiferum aud the French rock, tWQ miles frorn'ChulUla
faheb's camp, and in the center of all their poll:s. The approach of 
day not only rendered it impoffible to furprize the enemy, as was in
tended, but likewiCe ."poCed the party, if they (,erfilled, to the danger 
ofbeiog {urrounded by their whole force: it was therefore detcrmiDc:d 
to mareh back without delay to Tritchinopoly. The French dif
covered them as tbey were retreating, and gueffing at the intention 
tor wbich they bad been {enJ. tbought themfdves IW looger Cafe to 
the JOuth of the Canti, IIDIi took-the refulutioo of retce.tiIlg that 
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'15" very day to the l'.gocla> ull the ifland. Chullda-fuhcb llrenuoufly "1'
~ po1cd this refolutiOll, (or which indeed there appeared no nccellity; 

but finding that he could Ilut pr¢vail on Mr. Law to alter it, he gave 
orders for his own tr('lops to crofs.the river likewife. The retreat, '" 
as j., u(ual when mea(ures have not been' pre\'ioufly concerted, was 
made wit11 fa m1.1c;b prec ipitation, [hathis army bad time to tnmfj)ort 
only a part of their baggage, out none of the ynO: quantity of pro
VJ(jons with which they had ftored their magazines; there they there.. 
fore fet tire to. The French carrying off their artillery, abandoned 
aU their pons except ing Elimiferum, and before the next morning the 
whole army was on the ifland, where 1\11'. Law took up his quartors 
in the pagoda of Jumuakifloa; ofChunda·faheb's troops fome went 
into tbe pagoda of Seringham, others encamped under the northem 
wall , and the refl: extended farther eaihvard along the bank of the 
Calerc>ou. 

The next day, captain Dahan was fent w~th tile company of gre~ 
Il::l.dicrs, fame Morattoes and Sepoys, to attack Elimiferllm: the 1'al11 
had with them two pieces of cam:,on anel a mortal', the ttanIj)Ortillg 
of which through bad roads prevented them from arriving nenr the 
place berore night, when captain Dalton with two others advanced to 

• .reconnoitre . . Difcovering no centinels, and finding the gate of the 
wall which furrounds the foot of the rock open, they concluded that 
the place was abandoned, and clJtering, began to a{cellu the fteps 
which led to the pagoda on the fummit; but before tlley got thl::re, 
the cueroy, alarmed by the neighing of the horfes, rau to their gUllS 

and fired upon the detachment, which they difcovered, fifO: by the 
light of theu' matches, and foon after uy the blaze of fome.huts to 
which the Morattoes, a. .. is lheil' ' cufiom, had fet fire. The fmoke 
of the gtlns, and the darknefs of the night, enabled captain Dalton 
nnd his companions to retreat unperceived; and a9 1000 as he re .. 
joined the detachment, he fcut fome meu ~o lodge themfelves ul)der 
covel' of a bauk befure the lowt:r g"<lte, where they were direCted to 
remain. until morning, in order to prevent the enemy from making 
their .(cape. But this pa"y, defirou. of fignalizing tbeeii:lves, im
prudently.,.cecded their orders, and eatering the lower gate, ran Ul' 
eM 4epo, and endeavoured to force the doott of the pagoda .00-, 
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where they were received with a (mart fi"" wl,ich (001l obliged them 
to retreat with five Europeans and teu Sepoy! wounded. A rdn~ 
forcement was immedjate)y lent to take charge of the bank, and all 
remained quiet until morning, when the ene-my, percei\'illg thnt pre
parations were making to oorul>ard them, (ul'l'clldt.:reQ. j<'ifteen Eu
ropeans, thirty Sepoys, and two pieces of cannon, one of them a fine 
-,8 poun,def, were found here; the fmaller piece of cannon, witb 
forne Sepoy), were left to garriftJ'l thi's pon; the reil returned with 
the other gun to Tritchinopoly, which \Va., prefentcd to the NabolJ, 
as the lirl1: which had been taken during the campaign. T,,;o days 
after the grena(liers; who had always behaved with the fI)irit I?ccllJiar 
to this cbes of ·CoJdiers, gained another advantage. The great mcn 

I of the allied al'm complained, that they were much difturbed in 
thei r daily ablution$ in the Caveri, by a gun which fired from the 
choultry lying half. way between the pagoda of Seringham and the 
river. Captain Dalton wa~ fent to attack this pofi, who concealed 
his men behind an old wall on. the bank of the river, where they 
waited till near JlOOll, when the great heat of the fUll induced a part 
of tb~ enemy's guard to return to the camp, aud the reO: to retire 
into the choultry to fleep: the. grenadiers then rufhed acrofs the 
river, which was fordable, an~ elltered the poll: with fa much rnpidity 
that they took the gun before the enemy had time to fil'e it moret 
than once: it \Vas brougbt away without any oppofition, for fome field 
pieces had been ii:nt to the river-fide to cover the retrea~. 

Events" of fuchJ\ nature as the attacks of Elimiferum and the chou! .. 
try, as welt-as feverai others, which ~ppear in the eOUt·re of t.his ,,"ork, 
would have no infiuence in fuch fanguinary wars as moll: writers 
have only thought worthy of (heir attention: and thefe details may 
therefore by many be deemed equally tirefome and furerRuoDs i but 
the Chefs of thi5' Indian war lying on the European allie!', who rarely 
have exceeded a thoufand men ou a (Kie, the ad-ioilS of a fingle pla
toon in India may have the fame influence on t,he geueral fuccefs, as 
the conduCt: of a whole regiment in Europe: and to give a jull idea of 
the fuperiority of European arms, when oppofod to thofe of jndoftan~ 
js one of the principal intentions of this narrative. The neW atlivity 
.which began to appear ill the Englifh batt.lion, induced Morari-row 
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to relinquith his correfj>ondcllce with Chunda-Cahcb, and . imprefl"cd 
the enemy with terrors equal to thofe which they had R)rmerJy raired 
both in the Englifh and the Nabob's arm!: there 1eemed to be no 
fen Ce ill thei r councils. The ~hole Carnatlc lay before them, and by 
~etreating into it they might protraCt the war until the want of money 
lhouJd decide the colltefi:; but infiead of taking this fiep, they fuif'ered 
thcmlcdves to be captivated by the apparent itrength of th~ two pa
godas, and determined to fraud their ground in them, notwithftalld
ing that, by the defiruCtion of theiT magaziues, they were already 
reduced to the neceffity of fetching their provifions from a great dif. 
bute: 'they were afraid to fight, and afhamcd to retreat. 

At the fame time nothing but a refolutioll, jufiified by very few ex. 
amples, and bordering in appearance 00 ralhnefs, fcemed capable of 
putting a [reedy end to the war, or which the expellces had now 
greatly diftreffep the E"n lndia company's mercantile affairs. The 
.intimacy and confidence with wLich major Lawrence difiingllilhed 
capt. Cllve, permitted this officer to fuggefi: to him the refolulio)l of 
dividing the army into two bodies, and detaChing aneof thefe under 
his command to the north of the Coieroon, wbilft the other remained 
to the (outh of the Cilvcri: this w~ rifquitlg the whole to gain the 
whole; for if the enemy Ihould overpower one of there bodies, by 
attacking jt with their whole f()rce, the Naboh's affairs would again 
be reduced to the brink of ruL,.; and if they negleCted or failed in 
thi. attempt, they .would infallibly be ruined thernfelv... The pro 
pofal, han.ly as it was, was adopted by the major ~ithout any hditation; 
and with,. G,iri' of equity rarefy poffcffed by competitoJt for glory, 
he was fo far from taking l._mbrage at the author of this maftcrly ad. 
vice, that he determined in his own mind to give him the command 
of the. Cepante bod)', although he refrained (rom d"l'Jaring liil in
tention ulltil he could rec~nclle it to the rell: of the captains in the bat. 
talioo t who were ?ill of them his lilperiors iu rank; but the rehemewas 
DO fooner propofed to ,fie Nabob nod tbe genenla of the :illiallce, 
tban Ih. Morattoe. and Myforeans removed the lIilficuIty, by declaring 

-'tbutheywouJd 001 make any delaCbaIOolI of their tI'jIOpI if theywere 
... _~maodoclby an, othcrperbt: h_aeao/fary to red_the 
palla of whicb Ibe ..,0101 were ill poWoa to thcDOrtb oCthe ~ 
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roon: to inten:ept tbe reinforcements which might come from Pen
dicherry through the fueights of Utatoor; and above all, that cap. 
tain Clive's divifion Ihould not be out of tbe reach of a forced marcb 
from the reft of tbe army encamped near Tritchinopoly, left the 
whole of the enemy". force Ihould fall upon him before major Law
rence COllld move to his affifiance. (t was therefore determined to 
chule ruch a cen tral fituation between the fireigbts of Utatoor aud 
the Colerooll as W01.11d bell anfwer all there intentions. Every thiug 
being rettted, captain Clive began his march in the night of the 6th 
of April with 4~o Europeans, 700 Sepoys, 3000 1\1oraLtoes under the 
command of Innis~ K.hatl, 1000 of the Tanjorine horfe, and eight 
pieces of artillery, twO of which were battering cannOtl, aod fix of 
them field pieces. To conceal thoir march, they crolfed over into 
tile iOand three miles to the eaftward o£jumbakillna. The number 
of deep water-courfes which interfeCled this part of it, rendered the 
tranfporting of the- canllon difficult and lahorious; and whqft: the 
Europeans were employed at one of the water-courfes, a body of the 
enemy's Sepoys, returning from Coiladdy with a COllVOY of oxellladen 
with provifions, came up, intending to paCs at the fame place i and 
befo·re they could retreat, received two or three vollies, which killed 
feveral.of them. 

The troop' having paired the CoI.roon before moming. proceeded 
feven miles to the north of jt, and toolt poffeffIon of the village of Sa
miavaram, in which are two pagodas aoout a quarter of a mile dif
tant from each otber, one on each fide of the high road leading to 
Utatoor ~ there we·re allotted for the 'quarters of the Europeans a.nd 
Sepoys i ravel ins were immediately flung up before the gates. and a 
redoubt capable of receiving all the cannon W<tS conClruaed to com
mand the road to the north and fouth. The MorattOC's and Tan .. 
jorilles encamped round the pagodas. 

Wbilll the army were employed in thefe works, a party from Se
ringbanl took poffellion of MunCurpeu, a pagoda Gtuated near the 
high road between Pitcbandah and Samiavaram. It commanded a 
view of the country feveral miles; whicb advantage, joined to tbat 
of it. Iitoation, rendered it the heft advallced poll that could -be: choCen 
by either fide; • detachment was therefore immediately Cellt to diC-
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JUl. J~ the enemy. who defended the:mfdves all day, k.illing 3n officer, 
""'--' tb&;ee Europeans, and 1 0 Scpoys, aJ'J.d in the night made tbcir efcape 

to Pitcbauuah undifcovcrcd. 
TIle nc):t clay a p litt)' of Sepoys, with a few Europeans, were de

tached to attack Ltl,gudJy, · a mud fort Gtuated about ftven miles to 
the eall:- of Seringham, cloCc to the bank of the Coleroan, and 0ppo: 
fite to the eatl:orn part of the cn!!:my's late encampment to tbe fouth 
of the Caveri. They kept a garrifou of Scpoys here, intending to 
make it au intennediate .magazine of provifions, which were to be 
brought from hence to their camp on the iftand as opporn~l1ity offered. 
The Sepoys .attacking the fort by oCca1nclt:., carried it after a fai~nt rew 
fdlance, and found in it.a quantity ()f~grail1 fufficient for ten thoufand 
mell for two months. 

l\1r. Dupleix, :tgainll: whbfo ordr-rs Mr. Law hnd retreated to the1 

north of the Caveri, was muth alarmed at the cri t ical litllation. to. 
which the army of Chunda-faheb and his own troops were reduced. 
lIe, however, with his ufllal pcrfevcrance and Q,Clivity, detenni.ucd to 
.make the gl'catefi: efforts he was able to rcil'ltorce them ; and )mme
cliately 01\ receiving news that captaiu Clive was encamped, at 
Sami&'\larnm, detached J 20 Europeans, 500 Sepoys, and four field 

r pibCes, with a large convoy of provifions and {tores. Thjs party 
was led by ~lr, D'Auteuil, who~wasempowcred to take the command 
from lVlt. Law. They arrived on the q.th of April at Ut<lto r, and 
intended, hy ma1tiQg a la rge circuit to the weft of Samiav3l'am, to. 

gllin in the .. ight the bank of the Coleroon. T~e fate of the two 
armies llepended in a great meafurc upon thc {uccers or mik:arriage 
of tbi •• oovoy and reinforcement. Captain Clive, apprized of f\.1ra 
))'Auteuil', intention, Cot out .the (ame night with the greateR: part 
of bi~ force to1atcrcept h.im; but l\lr:D'Auteuil rccei\~ug advice of" 
his approach, immediatclytumed back and .egainedlhcfort; ODwhich 
c:a~1l Cli\'c ret.uM,cd with the:utmoft expedition .to Samiavaram,. 
whbre he arci'Yed in the morning. In tbcafternoon, l'Ylr. Law got in-, 
t6l1ige. ... of hia marcb, without1I .... iog gf hi. rel_,~could not 
ftI9bIly lie fufpeCled, as U_ i. 13111i1oo ~, h. 
~ .. C- as it ,.a", · .... d·~ N, and 700 
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&POl's, to attack the f, w 'rool'" he imagined to hi! remaining ,Ilj,re : 
~ of thefe men forty were EllgJith "deferrers. This party arrived ,lear 

the camp at midnight, when on(t of the ir ij)ies informed the com· 
manding oftic;er that the troops which haJ marched againft Mr. 
D'Autcuil were rerurned; but he, imputing the infonnntioll either 

. to ~owardicc or treachery, gave no credit to the fj)y, and proceeded-; 
tlrey were cballenged Gy the advanced guard of Engliili Sepoy', 01\ 

which the officer of the deferters, aJl lriilim::'lIl, fiept out and told 
them, that he was rent by tn::Jjor Lawrence to reinforce captai n Clive : 
and the reft of the deferrers ii>caking Englilh likewife, confirmed the 
affertion and perfuaded tbe Sepoy. (" fully, tnat they omitted the ufual 
precaution of aiking. the counter word, which would certainly have 
diCcovered th°e ftratagem : and Cent 011e of thei r body to conduCt t[lC 
enemy to the bl!ad quarters . . 'they continued their march th rough 
a part of tile Mornttoe camp, without giving or receiving any dif. 
turbance uutil they" Clune to tbe leffer pagoda. H ere they were 
challenged by the centinc:is, and by otqers who ,vere pofied in a 
neighbouring cbol1ltry to the north of it, in which captain Clive lay 
afieep'. They retumed the challenge by a vaHey into each place, and 
immediately entt:red the pagoda, ptatting all they met to the {word. 
Captaiu Clive ftarting out of his fleep, and not conceiving it pemble 
th~t t~)e enemy could have advanced int6 the conter of h~ camp, 
imputed tbe firing to his own Sepoys, alarmed by (orne attack at the 
o).l lfk irts: he however ran to the upper pagoda, where the grcateft 
part of his Europeans were quartered, who baviulT likewife taktn 

• 0 

the alarm, were ul\der arms; and he immediately returned with 200 
of them to the cboultry. Here he now difcovered a large body of 
Sepo)'s dra.wn up facing the routh, and firing at raodomo Their 
pofi tion, which lo_oked towards the enemy's encampment, joined 
to their confution, confirmed him in his conje8ure that they were 
his own ttOOps, who had taken fome \11lilcceffary alert. In. this 
fuppofition he; drew up his Europeans wjthill 20 yards of their 
tear, and tben going alone amongft themt ord~rcd tbe firing to 
ceaf., upbraiding fome witb the panic he (uppofed them to h8\'e 
take", aud eve. fhiking others. At lengtb One of the Sepay., wbo 
underfiood a liule of the French language, difco"cring that he was,:m 
8, Engliiliman, 
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1752. Englithman, attacked and wounded him ill two places with his 
.......,...., {word j but finding himfelf on the point of being overpowered. ran 

away to the lower pagoda: captain Clive, exafperated at tbis mfolence 
from a man whom he imagined to be in his own fervice, foUowed him. 
to the gate, where, to his great furprize, be was accollcd by fix 
F renchmen: his ufual pre(ence of mind did not fail him in this cri
tical occaliOo, but filggcfting to him all that had happened, he told 
the F..rcnchmen, with great compofure, that he was come to offer 
them terms; and if they would look out, they wO\lld perceive the 
pagoda furroullded by his whole army, who were determined to give 
no quarter if any reGfiance were made. The firmne(s with which 
thefe word! were delivered, made fuch an jmprefflOD, that three of 
the Frenchmen ran into the pagoda to carry tbis intelligence, whilft 
the other three furrcnciered their arms to captain Clive, and followed 
him towards the chouItry, whither he haftened, intend in, to order the 
Europeans to attack the l.Iody of Sepoys, whom he IlOW Jirfl: knew 
t~ be enemies; but thefe ~ad already difcovered the danger of their 
fituation, and had marchet.l out of the re.ch of the Europeans, who 
imagining that they did this in obedience to captain Clive's o[dcrs, 
made no motion to interrupt or attack. them. Soon after, eight 
Frenchmen, who had been fent from the pagoda to recounoitre, feU 
in with the Englilh troops, and were made prifoner,s; and thefe, with 
the other three which captain Clive had taken, were delivered to the 
charge of a ferjeant's party, who not knowing in this time of darknefs 
and confilfion, that the enemy were in pofTeffion of the lower pagoda,. 
carried tbem thither; and 011 delivering them to the guard, found out 
their error; but fuch was alfa the cOllfufion of the French in the pa
goda, tbat they fu!feTed the ferjeant and his party to return ullmolelled. 
The rell of the Englilh troopo had now joined the others, and captain 
Clive imagihing that tbe enemy would never have attempted fo def
petate an enterprize without fupportiog it with their whole army, 
deemed it abfolutely ncceJfary to Bonn the pagoda before the troops 
who were in it could .....n.e lDyalidlance. Oqe 
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the entrance would admit ouly two men nureaft': the EngliCh Coldien 
made the attack, and continued it for fome time with great refolution j 

but the deferrers within fought defperately, and killed an officer and 
fifteen mell, on which the attack was "Ordered to ccafe until day-
break; and in the mean ttroe {uch a dili1ufiliuD was made as might 
prevent thofe in the pagoda from efcn.ping, and at the fame time 
oppore any other body which might corne to their relief. At dar
break the commanding officer of the French feeing the danger of his 
firuation, made a faUy at the head of his men, who receiveu (0 heavy 
a fire, th~\t he hip1fe1f, with twelve otbers who fiell: came out of the 
gateway were killed by the volley; on which the rell ran back into 
the pagoda. Captain Clive then advan.ced into the porch of the gate 
to party with the enemy, and bejng weak with the lofs of blood, and 
filtiguc, fiood with his back to the wall of the porch, and leaned, 
llooping forward, on the fua.ulders of two ferjeants.. The officer of 
the Euglilh deferters prefented himfelf with grea t infolence, and tell .. 
jng Captain Clive with abufive language~ that he would fuoat him, 
£ired his mulket. 'the ball miffed him, but wellt through the bodies 
of both tbe. ferjeants on whom he was leaning, ancl they both fell 
mortally wounded. The Frenchmen had hitherto defended the pa· • goda in compliance with the Engliili deferters, Lut thinking it ne- • 
celTary to difavow Iuch an outrage, which might exclude them from 
any pretenlions to quarter, their officer immediately furrend~rcd. By 
this time the body of the enemy's Sepays had palTed out of the camp 
with as little inteQ"uption as they had enterecl it: but orders having 
been Cent to the Morattaes to pur(ue them, Inllis·Khan with all his 
men mounted at day.break, and came up with them in the open plain· 
before tbey gained tbe bank of the Coleroon. The Sepoys no fooner 
perceived them than. they flung away their arms, and attempted [0 

Cave themfelves by diCperfing; but the Morattoes, who never figure 
fa much as in thefe cruel exploits, exerted themfelvcs. wjth fuch ac
tivity, that, accordtng to their own report, not a fingle. mau of 700 . 
efcaped alive; it is certain that none of them cVC$ appeared to coo.· 
tradiCl this affertion. Befides the eCcapes already mentioned, captain 
Clive bad another, -which was not ducovered until the hurry of the 
day was over, when it was found that the volley which tho enemy 
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'75%. firea inro the choultry where he "'as neeping had thattered a box 
............, that lay under his (eet., and killed a. fervant who Jay clofe to him. 

Pitchandah and Utatocr were DGW the only pofrs which the enemy 
held to the north of the 'Coleroon, lHlt they were in po!feffioll of 
CoiJaddy, which commands the eaficrn extremit), of the ifland; and 
lea Mr. Law fhould attempt to force his way on this fide, major 
Lawrence detached Monack .. jee the general of the Tanjorines to take 
it; and to the fQuth of the Caveri, where the enemy had no polls, a 
ljue of troops were difpofed, which extended five miles on each fide 
"'{ the city of'I\itchinopoly, 

Monack-jee on the .6th of Alml took CoiUaddy, and the enemy 
~o{jhg here thoi( lan: magazhle ofprovifions, became every day more 
<lnd more diftrblred; but the hope. of being joined by Mr, D'Autcui! 
kcpt up thei r fp'rjt~ al1i-prevented them from making any attempts' 
.to get out of ,the ;flalld: he.frill remained at Utat06r watching fome 
'Opportunity to make his way good t.o Seringham : it was therefore 
.<letermincd to attack him.; but as the late attempt on Samiavaram 
1bewecl the neceffity of .keeping the army there illtice, major Law
rence tIi~rQlved to fend a party from his own divifion 011 this fcryice. 
Accordingt¥ captain Dalton OD the 9·th of May crofTed the .rivers in 

• ''the night wIth J,.So EurOl>C3.nS, 400 Sepoys, 500 Morattoes, and four 
field pieces, one of them' a 12 pound.er; and ba1cing fome hours at 
,Samiavararn. arrived at five the next ..evening at a c~ltry withill 
"two miles of Utatoor, where he intended to pafs the nighr, as the 
troops were much fatigued. There was at foD1,e dHhince in front 
of thechoultry a viUage, which appearing a proper pon for an ad 6 

-vanced. g\lard, fome dragoons were fent to reconnoitre· it, who dif
covered that the enemy had already takeJi polfeffion of it; all whi.ch 
a party of Europeans and Sepoy. "'ere fent to ,difiodge them. which 
they efl<aed with fo much eafe, that, 1!uthed with their fuccers, they 
purfued the enemy beyond the village, until they came in ught of Mr. 
D'Auteuil marching out of Utatoor, who, i.n1lac1 of waiting to attack 
with his .... bal. (OPe" tent forwanl • party Ie faU upon the Euglifh 
'NIt they .... re torming; • lkinnilh a/fued, and ih. enemy was reo 
~ I bat !he Et>gIiIh oIficer beiog _rtal~ wOUlldod, tho detach-
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175" ....... ment retreated to tbe v~)age, where they rema:;rv.i, and futlained the 
fire of the enem\"s cannon until the reft o( the troopa came up. It 
was almoft du{k', and captain Dalton concluding tbat the enemy 
might be deceived in their opinion of his firengtb, andmiftake i1 for 
the whole of captain Clive's force, ventured to divide his men iato 
two bOdies, who marched to attack each flank of the enemy'. lioe, 
~whilfi. a few Europeans left with the guns near the village cannon ... 
aded them in front . Mr. D'Auteuil nO fooner percei.ved this di( .. 
pofition than itIlIggcfied to him the opinion it was intended to produce, 
and he retreated with great precipitation, purfued. within '3 few yards 
of the walls of Utatoor: the EngJjfh "'were on the point of getting 
polTcffiOD of one of his guns, when they were obliged to bait and 
face about, to defend thcmfelves againfi: the enemy's cavalry, who 
taking advantage of the dufk of the evening, had made a circuit, 
and appeared unexpeCte.dly in their J'ear~ The Morattoes however 
galloping ill, flung themfclves between, and the two bodies of cavalry 
remained fome time firjng carabines and pifiols, until one of the 
Englifh 6 pounders came up, which after a few (hot decided the con __ 
teft\, and obliged the enemy's horre to retreat.; the Morattoes then 
charged them [word in hand, and drove tht!m iJlto the fort; but not 
without fufrering themfelves; for feveral of them retu riled .much- • 
wounded. The EngliOl fired at the fort from the rocks which are 
clofe to the ~lls until eight o'clock, when they retreated Unck to the 
choultr)" leaving an advanced guard of Eurol>cans at the viUnge, and 
200 Morattoes, W'~o promifed tQ,.patrole all night, aud give imme __ 
diate information if the enemy fhould make any motion to- abandon 
the fort. 

'" 

Mr. D'Auteuil continuing in his miO::ake concerning the force 
which was come againft him, 110 Cooner found that they had returned 
to the chaultry, than be quitted the fort with all his troops, and 
marched away to Volcondah, lenving behind in the burry a great 
(juantity or military flo res and ammunition, as welJ as refrefhmcnts 
intended for the 'officers of Mr. L aw's army. T-he Morattoes per
formeil tt-e c1uty they had undt-rtaken with fo litde vigilance, that 
'captai.n Dalton did not he3r of tbe enemies retreat until tWo in the 
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1'51• 'lI'IOI"t11ng, when jt was too late to purfuc them: he,. bowe,-er, marched 
..........., to the forti and took poffe!fi0n of the nores which the enemy had 

left in it. 
Mr. Law received no iUl:eHigence of captain Dalton's march acrofs 

,the rivers; but the ncxt morning difcovering froln the fpire of Se .. 
'Tinghilm, the detachment proc«!cding from 8amia,"aram towards Uta
toor, imagined 1t to be a part of captain Clive's army; and -dn this 
fuppofition crafTed the Coleroon with all his Europeans and Sepoys, 
and a large body of cavalry. Captain. Clive immediate1.r marched to 
meet him witli all,llis troops, excepting the gunrds necdfary to defend 
the approaches to his camp, and came in fight of .the enemy jufi: as 
their rear had crafTed the river, Mr. Law, -fiartled at -the appcarance 
of a force which fa much exceeded his expectation, halted and formed 
his line jn ,a a·rong fihJktion alo~g ;the bank of the river. Both 
armiC6 remained in <order of batfle :until evening, each having ad. 
vantages which :theothcr r:cft)e£ted too much ro venture to attack. 
Some tkirmifhe& paIred uetween the ,advanced 801'Oy5, and ill tbe 
night the French Ie·crofTed the river. 

Captain DaltoR ,remained two days at Utatoor, when he received 
orders to rejoin major Lawrern::e.; but by this time the Cole~oon 

to was fo much. {welled as to he ;ml,alTable, and the troops at Samia· 
\l'aram were ,preparing to ·avail tbemfelves of thi~ QPportunity to 
attack the enemy's poil of Pitchandab, which could receive no lllC· 
tiours from the ifla.nd till the waters fubfided: he then::fote, to forward 
this {crvi~ pwt his detachment under .captain Chvo's command; 
and to ~eDt .the di-fj>utes which might arife from the fuperiority of 
his rank, reColved to act himfelf as a volunteer. On the J 4th at 
.night Jhc army moved down to the river·ftde. 

There1'WU along the northern bank of the Colcroon,from Pitcban-
dah to the ground oppo(.te the great pagoda of Seringham, a large 
mound of earth 50 feet broad at the top, throw" up by the people of 
the country to refill the current of the river, which iu this part fers 
iUongly from the oppofitc thore whenever the: waters rife. The 
~y"s camp 0<, the mand lay oppoftte aDd wjthin cannon-Ibo! Qf 

~ I1)OII1ld; it ~as therefore determiued to. employ the artillery 
.,.lDi them. unl1l the battery againft Pitchandah could be 6ni1hod. 

Every 



. 
• 

Book III. HISTORY 0; Tnl< CARNATrC. , 
Every common foldier ill an Indiatl army is accompanied either by 
n wife or a concubine; the officers have w:veral, and .the generals 
whole feraglio's: befides thefe the •• rmy is encumbered by a number 

'751, 

of attendants and fervaurs exceeding that or the fighting men; and 
to fupply the various wants of this enervated multitude, dealers, petl .. 
Jars, and retailers of all forts, follow the camp j to whom a feparate 
quarter is allotted, in which they c1aily exhibit theiT different com .. 
moditics in greater quantities and with more regularity than in any 
fair in Europe; all of them fitting on the ground in a line with their 
mcrchu"ndifes expofed before them, and lhe1tercd from the fun by a 
"nat fuppoTtc<1 by {l icks. . 

. - • 

. The next morning, the 15th, at fUD~ri[e, fix pieces of cannon began 
to fi;c lIj>Qll the camp from emlJrafures cu~ through the top of thc 
JUound, which fheltercd them from the guns of Pitchandah. This un· 
expected annoyance foon created the greatefl: cOllfufion: the enemy 
began immediately t o fl:rike their tents, and everyone to remove cvcry 
thing that was either valuable or dear to him: elephants, camels, 
oxen and horfes, mingled with men, women and children affrighted 
and making lamentable olltcries at the c1cftruCtion ~vh ich fell around 
thern, prdfcd to get out of the reach of it in filch a hurry as only 
ferved to rl!ta rd their fligbt: however, in two hours not a tent was • 
fianding. The crowd firfl: moved between the pagodas of Seringham 
and ]\lmbakifin3, tow.ards the bank of the Caveri, nnd from this fide 
they were fired on by the guns of T ritchinopoly: they .nen hurried to 
the eafl:ward of ] l1mbakif1:na, where finding tbemfelves out of. the 
readl of danger, tHey iJcgan to fet up their teuts again. The garrifon 
Df Pjtchul1dah attempted to interrupt the cannonade; and finding that 
their artillery had L10 effect to difinoullt the Englifh gUllS covered hy 
.the mound, they made n. Cally to Ceize them, but had not proceeded far; 
hefore they received the fire of a detachment, wh ich captain Clive 
had taken the precaution to poll: ill the way they were cornjllg ; and 
thi, infiuntly drove them back again, not without fame IoCS! 

During the reil: of the day, the Englilh troops were employed in 
c.reCl.ing the battery in a ru ined village, about lOa yards to thCJlorth 
of I'jtchand~b. The pagoda, like mofl others on the coait of Co
romandel , is a fquare, of which the gateways projeCting beyan I the 
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1752 . waTIs, fiatrlt the angles: the French had 70 European!!, 200 Se;po~ 
~ ana three pieces of cnnnOll in tbe place. The attack began the ne.n 

morning at d3y~brcak, from two pieces- of battering ca llnon, which 
lircd from cmbr:tfures cut through the wall of a brick houfe; the 
/hock loon brought down, the wall, and Jeft the artillery-men for 
fault: time expo(ed; but a large body of Sepoys being ordered to keep 
a conltatit fire on the pamper, the enemy were very cautious in 
makil)g ufe eitber of theh [mall arms or cannon. Some time after 
one of the EngliOl guns ourIt, and killed three Europeans, and. 
wbunded c3)ltain Dalton; . the breach l1everthe1efs was made J?raCti-:.. 
cable by four in the afternoon, when it was determined to. ftorm the, 
bteach and efcalade the walls at the (ame:: time::. The enemy f(eing 
the preparations fOf" the ~ a1Tnu Jt, were dj(cournged, and beat the 
chamade. The Sepoy~ mifiaking this fignaJ of furrender {or :1 dew 
fiance, fired a volley, which killed the drummer, and then giving a 
!hout, ran to plant the colours on the bre::ach~ '"J."'his motion was fo' 
rapid and unexpeCletl, 'that they got to the top of it before any of the 
Englilh officers were able to come up and inform them of their mif
take, which they were unluckily confirmed in by the behaviour of 
lOme of the garriCon, who drew up as faft as they could to defend 

• tbem{elves. A body of Europeans immediately marched after them, 
,.ith orders to reprefs t!l.eir violences, even by firing upon them, if 
necelfary: bu.t they did not arrive before the Sepoys had killed fevera! 
of the garri(oft, nnd {huck fuch a terror that IS Frenchmen jumped 
over the walls into th e:: Coleroon, where they were drowned. The 
reft {urrendered to the Europe::uts, whofe preferice preferved them 
from another riC que equal to that which they had jutl: eCcaped; for 
the Moraltoes, feeing the Sepoys in motion, imagined that they would 
carry off all the plunder of the place; and refolving to have" {hare 
of it themfelves, they mounted and galloped up fword in hand to the 
b~ach: and fevera! of them even rod. up to the top of it. The 
enemy's ;'rmy on the iIland were fpe&tors of the whole attack, and 
fiRd, to very little e!£ea, a great number of random thot at the village 
bt..hieh the Englitb we~ potted • 

.8y.the reduction of PitchllDdab, the enemy'. colJ1lDunications with 
.... CCIItntry 10 the north of the Coleroon were intirely cut o1f, and their 
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ludian ca.mp bec<ll11c again expofcd to a.cannonade. The dread of 
this, and of the many othe r c1ifirelfes which frraitened the nrmy more 
c1afely every daY1 determined the greateft part of Chunda-faheb's 
officers to q~it his fervicc j and they went ill a body and informed 
him of this rcfolution. lie heard it with great temper, ami infteacl 
-of reproachi.ng tbem for ae[erting him, {aid, that if they had not pre
vented him. be iliou!d of hiciJfelf have propored wh., they defired; 
tbat alth01.1gh he was not able to difcharge. the whole of their arrears. 
they might be illured he would punClually acquit himfelf of all his 
obligations whenfoever his better fortune ihould return; and, as a 
proof of his fincerity, he offered to deliver up to them the greatefl: part 
.of his e1ephan.ts, cam~ls, harCes, and other military effeels, ~r hich they 
received at a va1\lati,on in part of what he was indebted to them. 

The next day thefe· officers fent melfengers to the confederates, 
fome offering to take ferv.i.ce, others defiring to pafs through their 
pofl:s: but the India~l allies, who had for fame time regarded the 
~whole of the e~lemy's baggage as a booty which could not efcape 
them, hefitatecl to comply with their requeft; and the !\10Jf\ttoes 
.partl£uiarly, who fcarcely rate the life of a man at the value of his 
turban, were averfe to the granting of any terms which migbt bin4er 
them from exerting their fabres to get , the fpoil, being per(uaded 
that, if hollilities were carried on to extremity, ,their activity would 
acquire much the larger alare of it. The Engliih frufl:rated thefe 
cruel intentions, by determining to give theif own palTports, if the 
refl: of the aUies peliftfted in refufing ; upon which they confented to · 
give theirs likewife. 

Accordingly flags were planted on the banks of the Caven and 
Coieroon, as a fignal to the enemy's troops th,at they might pafs over 
in fecurity. Two thoufand of Chunda-faheb's belt: horre, and 1500 

Sepoys, joined captain Clive at Samiavarnm; others WCIlt to the IVIy ... 
{oreans; very few to the Nabob: the troops of lYforawar anel Madura, 
and other independent bodies, returned into their own countries. On 
the 4th day not a tent \\~as franding in the i!land; and there remained 
wit" Chuuda-1abeb no more than .000 horfe ahd 3000 foot, who 

took 
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took (helter in the pagoda 'of Seringham : amongft the foot were 
J 000 Rajpoots, who. from a motive of religion, undertook to defend 
(he inward tempTcs againfi all intruders. The French battalion, . • 
wjth 200'0 Scpoys, thu t themfelves til' in Jumbakifina, giving out,. 
as is the cuRam of that nation, that they)nrended to defend them
{elves to the [an extremity. They preferred this to the other pagoda,. 
I'lecau(e its outward wall was in a better cond1t ion,.and its finaller 

'extent better proportioned to the number of'their troops. 
The artillery of Tritchjnopoly and tne allied army furnilhing 110> 

more than three pieces of batterillg cannon, a train was ordered 
from Devi Cotah;. and' to lofe no opportuuity of increaflllg the 
enemy's diflrelfes before it arrived, major Lawrence on the J 8th of 
]Vlar, the fa me day tfiat the French wirha,rcw into tb:c pagoda, 
quitted his paft· at Chuckly-poUam, and' encamping- oppofite to it 
011 the- iOand, immediately threw up all. ent'Ienchment from one 
river to tbe other: at the fame tirne Ivlonack-jee witb. the Tan
jorines moving from the e.!!ward', took poffeffoon of Chuckly-pol
lam j and the army at Samiavaram quitting tHat pail, encamped 
along the northern bank of the Coleroon. -T:he ~1yforeatJ.s re
mained; as before, to the weO: of the city. 

But althougb the obfiaclcs whrch now furrounaed' the enemy were 
difficult to be overcome, they were not abfolu tely infurmoulltable. The 
troops in Jumbakifina ootnumbered thofe in the major's camp two to 
one, and both the rivers [welling often at this fear on of t-he· year" 
Mr. Law might force his way through it be fort any fueeours eoula 
como from the main land: if fuccefsfu l in this attempt, he might, as 
foon as the rivers began to full, crofs the Caveri at forne pafs farther to
the eaftward, before captain Clive's divifioll would be able t o' patS the 
Colerooo, as this being the dt:eper channel, does not become fordable 
again fo fOOll as [h~ other :. he might then by hafty marches make his
way good to KaTical, baraJTed indeed in his rout by Myfoteans and 
Morattocs, who, unfupported by the Engliih troops, would probably 
makefewvigorou. efforts againl! a compatl body of European infantry 
provided with. well-appointed train of artillery: but fucb a plan im
pIic4 an option of diJlicultie. not to be expeCted from troops difpirited' 
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l.>y vI fucce£;, and comm~llded by o,fficers of no -great l'llent.; nor 
coC:.s it ~ppear that the French ever entertained any thoughts of carry
ing it into execution. They flattered themfelve5 in their irre[olute 
~ouncils, that Mr. D'Auteuil would make his way go09 into th~ 
iOaud, l,'otwithfianding this a~tempt was noW become more dilficuIt 
J.hail ever; and they hoped, with the fupplies h~ was 9ringing. to 
protract tlle defence of the pagoda to the end Qf ~une, at which time 
nlips were eJ(peaf'~ at Pondicherry with a confideral>le reinforcemenf 
of troops from france; however, for fear of the. woril, Mr. Law de.) 
termined to tike {ueh mea[ures as he thought ~vquld place tbe l~rfon 
Qf Chunda-faheb out of da!1ger. 

D eferters informing the Engl!fh hqw m\\ch t\lC e~erp:(s future 
Tefohltion~ depended on the ~rrival of Mr. D'A~teuil's convoy, if 
'Vas determined to make aoothe; attemp~ againfl: tha't" f~i nfc rcement ; 
t>u t 'IS it was reported that they were In P'lifeffioll of all t~e (orti
'licatiOns at V01-cOloldab, it was thought orrcefT..1.ry, jf poll!ple, to bring 
the governor over to the Nabob's interefr. A letter w~ wr~ttce to 
h im full of promifes: the man changing 6d.es ~jth (ortune, anf)Yered, 
p,at altbough he had permitted JI1r. P'4uteuil to take up Ius quar
ters in the nettah, he had nQt fuffered him ~o take, P?ifelliqn ei1her of 
the fi:Qlle fort, or the fprti6c~ti09s of the roc~; aqd d~at if any . 
froops '1'ere fellt to attack tbe French, h,e would offill .0 de/b'oy 
them. Abollt 'the fame time Mr. P'Au~llil, preiled try h~ rep~a ted 
follicitations of Mr~ ~'Y, q9itted Vol-condah; and to .coP-ceal ~~C. 
e ther plan gave out that he intended to retake the f6fJ of, V tatoor: 
Such an opportllltity of attacking him was tI)0.re to be r7lied on tnaq. 
the promifes of the governor, and captain 9Live marched agaiuft &im 

, b d I ' y , , 'YK out e ay. ' 
He left a (hong garrifon in Pj tch~lOdah, a,n<J iJl hi~ C JPp a num

ber of troops fuffie.i,ent ~y well c,ontriv ... ed difpofitionp to prev.~nt Mr. 
Law from fufpeeling the abfence'l.f the force he took }Vith him, 
..ybich ct!"fified of 100 Europ~an s, 100'0 SCl:;loys-, a l~d %OQSj) ;Vloratfoe 
horfe, with fix .. ~el~ pieces, Tt.eS let qu~ Q thf '7fb of M~y {Il 
.ll?e evening, a?d arrived Qcfore mor.ni,ng ~t Utatopr, ~bere ,they /kut 
t)1emfe)ves up Itl the fort all ,that day and thp ,cnfu.in,'lligh,t,.ill h,ope.o 
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115'1. that Mr. D'AutcutJ \vou ld inadvertently come near enough to g ive 
............., them an opportunity of falling upon him Oil the plain before· he could 

regain Vol-condah. H e did indeed advance within [even mites of 
Urntoor; but either from fome Tumour, or fufj>icion, his courage 
failed him ou a rudden, and he took the rcfolution of returning ill 
gre:tt halle to the place from whence he carne. Captain Clive was 
uo foone r informed of his retreat than he fet out in. purfllit of him" 
l\l1d enrly itl the morning fent the Morattoes before, infiruEting 
them to keep their main body out of ftght, and to endeavour to, 

harrafs :lnd retard the enemy's march with finall parties, (uch as 
might be miftakel) fo r detac:hITJents fCIl t only ill queft of plunder, and 
prevent them from fufJ1efting any thing more. Some of them came' 
up with the enemy in the afternoon, within a Jeague ofVol-cond'alr,. 
and amufcd .l\1'r. D'Alitetlil fa wcll , that he, hoping to entice them' 
wid.in reach of his fire, w~(ted fome time iu making evolutions..}- bu t 
greate r numbers con-1ing in fi~htt he began to fu~)eCl the ft'ratagem" 
and forming his men",n a <:olumn with t\\"O fiela pieces in front, re
treated. By this time the whole bo<ty of Mora'tt'oes came' up and hQ
vered round him untit he reached Vof-condah, where' he drew, u!?' 
betwecn the mud walt of the pettah 3.ml the river Valarru, which ' 

• w as almofi: my. S 0011 after the Sepoys, who formed" the van of the 
Englilh column, appearcci outmarching the Euroj>cans .at a great 
tate; 600 of them had, ill the en my's fenfice. fionned the+breaches 

°l\t the aO:,\u}t of AIcot, and h,a"ing finco that time been empIoXect'lll. 
t he Euglilh fcrvice in {evera!' i,ltliobs uuder the co!pm~nd of captairi. 
Clive, entertall1ed no.--fmalr opinion or their own prowe(s when} 
fupported. by a body of Europeans. Thefe men 'no (ooner came.
w ithin C&ll.uou-fhot of the ,enemy, than they ran precipitately tOl 
a~tack them, without regurding any order.. The~ r~ceived the 'fire 
:of the enemy"s cannon, and muiKetr;,- whic'h Rilled JJlanyof them" 
but did not check the rell From ruChing on 'to the pufh of bayonet: 
The ~1ofattoeS ,. animared by ~ch an example" gallbped acrofs the 
river, and charging the 6ank~, iJ{c;ieafed the confufion, whieh the 
Sepoys had made in the center. Tnc attack was too general and. 
jm~QIII to be-long refilled, and the enemy retired h.ffily tnrough 

. ~ .. 
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.the barrier ioto the peft~h , where they began to make refifiance again 
by firing over the mud wall. By th is time, the Europeans came up, 

;and affaulting the barrier, (oon forced their way and put the enemy 
to 8io-ht a fecond time, who now Tau to take ih elrer in the frone (on, o 
where the governor, according to his promife, (hut the gate j but 
fome of them getting over the walls with fcaling ladders, in au un~ 
,8uacded part, . opened the gate, in liJite 'Of the garrilon, and. let in 
,t heir fellow fugitives. This palTed whilfi tbe Englj(h troops, cau
tious of difperfing in a place I they were not acquainted with, were 
forming to follow them in order, and tOOH after the field pieces began 
to firc upon the gate, whiUl: the mufketry under fhelter of the houfes 
deterred the enemy froll"1 appearing all the ramparts. lVIr. D'Auteuil 
iherefore, a~ the Jafi refource, attempted to get jnto the fortifications 
of the adjacent rock ; but the govemor, who was there in perron, 
fent him word, that if he pcrfified in ufing any vioJence he would 
·fire into the fort. • ln this perplexity, which the night increafecf, he 
.confulted his officers, who.. un~lI"Iimouny agreed to furrend er. The 
.white flag was bung out, and ~"Ie terms were Coon fettled. It wa's 
-agr.eed, that the deferters lhould be pardoned, that the Fren.ch com~ 
mHfioned officers iliould not ferve againfi tbe Nabob for 1 2. months, 
.and the private mcn remain prifoncrs of war at his-difcretioll . The . 
,whole party confiil::ea of 100 "Europeans, of which 35 were Englith 
defe rrers, 400 Sepoys, anel 340 horre. Their artillery was only three 
pieces of cannon, b\lt there was found in tbe pettah three large 
-m agaz..i nes, which, beftdes a variety of other military fiores, cou~ 

. tained ~oo barrel; of gun-powder and 3000 muikc:: ts. J t ,was knowu 
that Mr D' Antellil hud with him a large fum of money, out he fe

.crered great part of it amongft his (}wn baggage" whjcl~ be was per~ 
.mitled fO carry away without' examination : the troops on both fides 
embezz.led part of the remailfder : fo that only 50,000 rupees were 
regularly taken polTeffion.of for the ufe of the captors; whofe booty, 
cxclufive of the military fiores, which were rcferved for the Company, 
amoullt~d to 10,000 pounds ficrl ing: the horfemcn and Sepays were, 
us ufual, difa rmed and fet at liberty, and captain Clive returned to his 
-camp 'tlo'ith the reft of the prifoners. 

H h. The 
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n. FteD~h 'at ' ]u";bakiffna w.,re "rprized cff the 'marcb of the 

trooJ;>s tQ intercept Mr. D'A'u teun, ana 'had l:)ifQre received from 
him fuch a defcription of the d;fficttlti~s 'W'hich dbftrucreii'His palfage 
s deftroycd the hopes they haa tdO foiil1lyetlterrained. of tbis l'efource ; 

their provir.ons 'Iikewife began to fdll, The thai!s to wHicb they 
were reduced had for fume tirrle been fbrefeeo by Chunda-faheb, and 
lle had often rcprefcllted to Mr. Law the ncceffity of making a· 
vigorous effort to extricate thernfelves; but finding that his remon-
11ranc~es Viere not heeded, tHe ufual freadinelS of his mind began If> 

fai l him, and he gave way to. au anXiety, which increafiug with the: 
profpeCl of his dHtreJfes, greatly impaired his health. .A:t the fame 
time 1\1..r:. .. Law was not a little follicitaus about the filfety of ~ perf on. 
of {ueh great importance, whom his awn irrc{Qlute conduf.l haa 
brought into the'dangers which DOW furrounded h im. He thought,. 
olld perhaps jufrly, that if Chtmda-fahcbihould bcobliged to furrender. 
thc"Nab6b'Would never agree,to fimre the life of his"fival ;. and from the. 
prejudices of national auimofity, lie concluded that' if the EngliCh got , 
him into thei r pMyer, they would not .with~bold him frolll ~be. 
Nabob's refeutmet, t: he therefore fuggffied to' his ally" the neceJlity 
of attempting to make his efcape, JJy hdhing forne chief of the coul.. 

~ federate anrtyto pennit him to }>aHdhraugll his. quarters. Chu l'n:la .. 
faheb, fenfibfe of his defjx:rate fituatiOD Jt confented' to try this dcfperate 
temedy,~ forced' by the feverity of liis'fa te to make an option on which 
his life depended,.. when every choice pre[ented almofr equal datiger .. 
'rhe Nabob. \<as out of ,be qtle'flion > the MyfOre;plS he knew woula 
make ufo. of him as a means to oblige the Nabob to fuHil the agree
ments he bad made with them, and tbe Morp.ttoes woUld fell bim tQ 

the higheit bidder of the two: the I?olygars Were not firong enough. 
llor were, the~ r tl"OOpS fituated conveniently to favonr his efcape .. 
There· remained the 'FanjorineS' ;. t1leefe had fbrmcrly received in
turies from Chunda-f:iheb, and more latdy had -feen their capital 
befieged by him; fo that had their troops been ~ommanded by the' 
l.ing in perron, it would have been as abfurd to repoCe a confidence ill 
thehl as in 31ly ,other of tbe allies; but it was knmvn that t'heir ge
acral ~nack-J.ec was at open variance w1.~h the prune mioifter .. 

who. 




