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who had on 'all occaJions prevented the king from rdillinguifhing him 
;witb thore marks of gratitude his mili.tary {e(vices dcferved. Jt Wl¥i 
therefore .thought not jmpraeticabJe to (~parate the interefrs of tbe 
gClleral from thofe of his fovereign; anti this feeble glimmering ra-y 
of hope was "followed, only bc:-caufe no other prefeuted itfelf. 

Mouack-jee received the overture, and carried on tbe corre(pon .... 
dence with fo much addrefs and -feeming comJ>lacence, as jnduce{l 
Mr. Law ana .. Chunda!fahcb to ·think they had gained him over to 
their interefr: a large fum of money was paid, and ffi\lCh mo~, witp 
every other advantage he thought proper to fiipulate, promifed: bttt 
the hour ~ Chut\da-faheb was to deliver rhimfelf into his hands 'was 
not fixed, when on the 3 J ft of !Ylay the battering oaouon arrival 
from Devi Cotah, and Mr. Law received a fummons to furrender at 
difcretioJl. 'Monack-jee now actiryg' as a friend." feot· at the fame 
t ime a melT age advifw.g Chunda-f.1heb to come ovar to him that vCl'fj 

night, fince, if he de'ayed to make his efcape before .the Englilh ad
vam:ed nearer the! pagodas, which they were preparing tot uatter, his 
palfage to ChucJUy-pollam, \Voula afterwards be fubjeCl .o.infinite • 
J·jfqu~s. 

In order therefore to prevent .the ~ng1i(h. from taking any fuf.. 
pic ions of this important refolution;before it w.as carried into effeCt, • 
Mr. Law, not unfagaoiouny, mooe ufe of .he higftefr fpiTi. at rOOo
montade in his :In{wer to major-Lawrence. lie talked of defending 
the.pagot1a until the laft e.xtremity, unlefs,hc..was pern:litted to march 
away with all the rroops' \mder his command' wherever he pleafed; 
.infifiiog likewife, that no (earch ihould be :made after any perf on 
\lI1der rns colours. On theIc condibons he was willing ' to deliver up 
on.e half of his artillery . 

.As fOOD as it was night, Mr.. w himfelf repaired privateiy to 
.l\tduack-jee·s quarten"where, a:mollgft other ' precautions, he cic .. 
mandcd, that a oonCiderable hofiage fhould be delivered before ' 
Chunda .. faheb put h.imfclf ioto Monack-jee's power. To this.- the 
TaI1jorioc an{wcr~ with great calmnefs, that .jf .. any intentions of 
treachery were entertained, n.o hofiage Iwould be a check to them ~ 
and that. by .giving one, the fceret wO\1ld be divulged, alld the tfape 
rendered impraCticable. lIe, however, took an oath, the moil 
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.facred of all to nn lildian fo1dier, un his fa!Jre and poniard; wifhing 
they mig'ht be tllmed to bis own deftruCt ion if be-failed in his cn .. 

'gagements, which were to fend away Chunda-faheb as foon as he came 
iuto his quartets, with an ~rcort of horfe, to. the French' fettlement of 
Karical. At the fame time a Tanjorinc officer affurcd Mr. Law .that 

'""he was appointed to command the ~efcoltt, and ihewed the pallankill 
'and other preparations which were intended for the journey. j\1r. 
Law und the officer thell repaired to a1choultry, were Chullda-faheu 

:bimfelf, with a few attendants, waited the eeful t of the confe renoe. 
As .coon as he had heard it related, he .proceeded with the Tanjorine 
to Manack-jee's qualters, where, inll:cad of the e[cort he ,expected, 
he was met by a guard patroting for him, who carried him with 
violence intq a tent, \vJlere they immediately put him in to irons. 

The news was jnlhulfly communicated to the Nabob, the Myfo~ 
°rean and Morattoe, and kept them up all night debating on the fatc 
of the prifoner. The' next morning they repaired together with Mo

~ nac.k.j ee to major Lawrenc;:e's tent, in whofe pre(ence they held a 
counciL Eac-b of them ' infifted that Chunda-faheb ought to be de~ 
livereJ to himfeJf, fupporting the demand with the fuperio; im

.porlance' each tbought he bore in the genera1 cau[e ;'but Monlck • 
• jee firmly refufed to give his prize out of his own hands. The 
major had hitherto remained filent, but finding that the di{[en tion. was 
irreconcileable, propared that the Englifh fllOuJd have the care of ·him, 
and keep him in one of their fettlelDents . They were all of them 
tLVer[e to th is (cherne, and broke up the conferell ~e without com ing to 
au)' refolution-: the three competitors in high indignation againft one 
auoJher, and againll: Monack-jee, who had moreover the morti fication 
of feeing that the treachery he had committed was fo fa t' from being 

, :\Cknowledged as {l fer\lice rendered to (he general caufe, that the M y- . 
1()I'MIl, .the .Morattoe, nod perhaps the Nabob hjmfelf, wjihed in the 
h(lttom of their hearts that Chunda-faheb had not been taken, fince 
the), had not .rhe tiitj>ofaJ of b im in their own power. 

- lmmediatel.,.. aftt!r tbe conference, major Lawrence fent another 
fummons to Mr. L'lw, more peremptory than the former: for a d~
cilhe an{wer was dcma.ncJeti before nOOn the next day; after which 

• hi. 

'" 



, 

BCIOk IlL H U TOR Y dF TilE CARNA TI C':' . " , 
h is flags of truce -would be fired upon; and if the batteries once 175 2 • 

began to play, it was declared that every man ir~ the pagoda th~l\ld --.,...J 

be put to the fwprd. ' 
H e had, already veen informed of the fate of his ally, and had heard 

a Tumour of the defeat at Vol~condah, but this he did not iutirely 
give: credit to; whe.n convinced of it by the report of one of his OWIl' 

officers who had [ecn Mr. D'Autoui1.in the Engti!h camp, he defired 
a perional conference with major Lawrence, which, after feveral 
tneffages, was agreed to he heM the next day. 

He began, by' afferting that the peace which cX!iltcd between the 
, two croW~ls, emi tled him to expeC1 from the Engtifh every mark of 
confideration for the French troops,' fiuee they were now left \\11 .. 

conpeCted with any powers contending in the ·Caru:ltic, by the c1j.f .... 
perfioll of Chulld:l-Jit~l eb's army, aud the imprifonment of its leader; 
he the[efo~e expeCt,ed that ..the Engliih would,. inftead of aCling as 
c"nemiest contribute is alli~s to facilitate the retreat of his army into 
the French fettlemellts. Major Lawrfnce replied, that he' aCled in 
tbe cOllferenc;:e only as the illterpreteT of the Nabob's' i.ntentions, 
witfl 1"'hom the EI{gliCh were ill clofe allian.ce; and as a lufri.ficatiott. 
of the Nabob's conduCt, produced a l etter in which .Mr. Dupleix • 
had declared that he w.ould never ceare to Ijurfue him whi1!l: a fUlgtc , 
Frenchman remained In I nd.ia. .' 

After feverp.l other aJtercatio1fs~ which J1fooucod Ii~t1e change iLl 
the tenT,lS fuft proPQfed, the I:apitulatioJJ was figncd. It lvas ag reed 
that the pagoda of j;Jmbakiilna {hould be delivered up. with aI11th. 
guns, fiores, aod ammunition j that . tbe officers 1'hould give their 
l)arole not to Cerve again~ the Nabob or b;S :tlHes.; that the private 
men of the ba[talion~ Europeans, COffi-ees and T opa{[es, !hould re
n1ain pri(oners; and that the deferters !hould be pardoned. ~ •. 

The troops ~with captain Clive were then ordered to re.join the
major's divifion, and the next morning, ,bef.o re break of day,. captain) 
Dalton marched with .250 ch,afeu.. men, who halted, be.~ting their 
drums at an abandoned out-poO: within pit1ol-thol of the walls of 
Jumbakifina, whill1 the O)ajor remained not far olf \vith the roil of 
we troops, drawn uv ready to prevent the eff~ of uny treacber)';. 
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but none "':15 intended; ro{ Mr. Law foon came out with forne of 
his officers, 3ud conduded the detachment iute the pagoda, wh~re 
they formed with their· backs to the gate, oppofite to t'ho F oner.. 
troops, who immediateJy flung: down their arms in a heap, aud fur
rendcn..od prifoners. The whole confified of 35 commiffiol1 officers--, 
725 battalion men bearing amts, befides 60 fick and \voufnded in the 
&ofpital, and: 2.000 Sepoys: their artillery were four r 3 inch 1nor~rs, 
8 cohonlS, 2 petards, 31 pieces of cannon, of which LI were for 
battering, molHy 18 pounders, and the reft field pieces : they had 
likewife a great quantity of ammunition, ' frores and carriages tof all 
forts' in very good condition. The pagoda of Seringbam was Coon 
after -delivel'ed \lp, and the barre and foot who had taken refuge in 
it {uffered to pars away without moleftatiou; b'lt the J 000 Rajpoots 
refufed to quit tbe temple, and threatened their viaors to cut them 
to pieces if they offered to ellter within the third wall: the Engl ifh, 
in admiration of their entliufiafm, promifed to give them no OCcuftOIl 

of offence. 
Thus was this formidable army, whore numbers two months before 

were nea.r1y equal to the confederates, reduced, without a battlo, more 
cfteClually than it probably could have been by what is generally 
efteemed a total defeat in the field. The [olelier who regards his 
p rofeffion as a fdence, will difcover examples w~rthy of his meditation, 
both in the abfurdity ,of the enemy's choice of their fiLuation, and in 
the advantages which were taken of it. It is indeed difficult to de
tenninc whether the' Engliih. condu8ed themfelves with more ability 
and fpirit, or the French with more jrrefbll1tion 1l,{d jgnorance, after 
major Lawrence and captain Clive arrived at Tritchinopoly. 

Still the fate of Chunda.C.heb remained to be decided before the fue
cers of this day could be deemed complete. The anxiety whioh Mo~ 
1DC1c.~joe carried away from the conferencein majorLa wrence's 'tentwas 
encreaCed every hour by the mdillge."nd propoC.ls he received. The 
Myforcan promifed money, the Nabob threatened refentment, and M.o~ 
rari.row, more plainly, that be would pay him a viftt at the head of 
6000 h~k:. Terrified at me commotiol\s which would inevitably fol, 
tcnv, if he gave the prefefe~e to any pile of the coml>Ctitors, be fawno 
_thoo of Iini1hing the cODteil but by llUtting '" end to the life of his 
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~)rj(oner; however, as the major had exprelfcd a defire that the. Eng. 
liftl might have him in their poffefiioIl, he thought it necelfaqy to 
know whether they ferioufly expeCted this defer.ence, and accordingly, 
011 the fame morninO" that the pagoda furrendered, weot tb the 

• 0 

major; \\Cith whom he had a conference, which cOllvinced him that 
the Englilh were his friends, and that they we.re rdolved not to in· 
teffere any farther in the difpute. He therefore immediately on his 
return to Chuckly.pollam put his tic:fign into execution, by ordering 
the bead of ChulIda.{alleb to be (huck tlff. , 

The executioner of this deed was a Pitan, one of !\1onack-jee's' ce· 
t inue, referved for fuch purpolcs. H e found the unfortunate viCtim 
an aged man, firetched on the ground, from whence ~he infirmities 
of fickllefs rendered him unable to rear himfelf. The afj)eCl- and 
aUfupt intrufion of the atraffin inftalltly fuggefted to Chu·nda-faheu. 
the errand on which he was fent. H e waved his hand:.and defired 
to {peak to Monack-j~ before he <lied, f.Ving, that he had fomething 
of great importance to commuaicate to him; but the mal! of blood 
giving no heed.to his word~, proceeded to his work, and after flab
bing h.im to the heart, fevered his head from his body. .. • 

The head was immediately fent into Tritchino-poly to the Nabob, 
who now for tbe firil: time faw the face of his rival. After he had 
gratified his courtiers with a fight of it, they tied it to the neck of a 
camel, and iu this manner it was carried five times round the walls 
of the city, attended by a hundred thQufand fj)cCtators, infult;ing it 
with all the obfcene .and indecent inveCl:ives peculiar to the manners 
iJf Indofbn. It was afterwards carefully packed up ii'l a UOX, and 
llelivered to an cfcon, who gave out that they were to carry it to be 
\ iewed by the Great .Mogul at Delhi; a pra.Ctice generally obfervcd 
co heighten the replltation of the fucccfsful cau(e: but ,there is no 
reaum to believe that it was ever carried out of the Carnatic. 

Such was the unfornmatc and ignominious end of this man. The 
mal~y examples of a fimilar fate, which are perpetually produced by 
the cOll tens of ambitiotl in this unfettled empire, have efiablit1l'ed Q 

proverb, that fortune is a throne j and therefore he who falls in tuch 
cOlltt:f'b 1s .only reckoned unfortunate, withowt having the odium of 
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e7~J;l. reJiel1iotl or treachery charged on his memory, unle(s he'oppof~9"the 
.........., fovcreign of (overeigns, tile Great J\1ogul; ;111 ~he refl: is reckoned 

the common courfe of Holitics :. for there is fcarcely throughout the 
empire a Nabobr who has not- an opw or latent; comp~titor. . It 
therefore' only remains to fjJeak of the pri.vate charaCter of Chunda
faheo, in v .. ·hich he is generally aCknowledged to have been a brave,. 
benevolent, humane and generous man, as princes ga in Indollan. 
His military abilities wore much g.reater than are commonly found 
in the generals of India ,.. infomuch that if he had an. abfolute com
mand over the French trOOt)S,1 it: is believed he would not have com
mitted .the mifiakes which brought on his catafirophe,..al1d the total 
reduCtion of his aTmy .. 

• 

But lignal as thcfe fu ccef1es werc,. they were fo ' far from ·being the 
means 0.£ relloring tranqui llity t(:H~le.Cm·naric,. that.in the very prin
ciples which' produced them, were intermixed the feeds of another 
more dangerous and obllinatc'war: ' and' this tfle Nabob had the an
~ui{h to know, whilfr he was giving the demonfuations of jpy ex_ 
roBed. from. him on fuccdfes-whiclf ap[!/tared. fo decifive. • 
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F OUR bUllclred of the French prifoners were feut under an 
e[cort to Fort St. David; and the refi, together with the 
artillery and nores taken at J umbakifina, were carried into 

Tritchinopoly: after thefe and forne other nccetrary difpofilions were 
made, major Lawrence repre{cllted to the Nabob the necemty of his 

_ marching without delay at the head of the confederate army jnto the 
Caruntie, where it was not. to be doubted tbat the reputation of 
their late fuocelfes would contribute greatly to reduce {uch for
treffes as were in the interefi. of Chunda-faheb, and facilitate the efia
bliihmcllt of his government over the province, from which he had 
hitherto received neither revenues nor affifiance. TJ1C Nabob ac· 
quicv;ccl in this advice, but continued for fevcral days to thew all 
unaccountable backwar.doefs, as often as he was pre(feCl to put it into 
execution. The inconflll:cncy of this condult perplexed all but tile • 
"ery few who were acquainted with the caufe; and the Englnh had 
no conception of the difficulties which with~held him, when, to their 
"err great aftooifhment, the Myforean explained the myft:ery, by 
refuting to mtlrch .. ntil the city of Tritchinopoly with all its depen .. 
llencies was delivered up to him; for {uch was the price he had 
flipulated with the Nabob for his alIifianc~. 

They had both, for every reafon, agreed to keop this important 
article: a proro nd fecrer; but the ~1 yforean had either .. not been 
nble to conceal it (rom the fagacity of his fublidiary the Morattoe, OJ' 

perhaps had made the agreement by his advice. It is certain that 
the Morattoe had all along projetled to turn it to his own advantage 
at a proper occafion: excepting thefe principals, and tlieir immediate 
feeretaries, not -a man in. the province had any idea of it. Great 
therefore was the g~neral furprize ' and a~xiety WileD it was made 
public. . 

Ii. 1\8 
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The Nabob finding diffimufation no longer of any fervice, conferred 
the truth when major Lawrence demanded an explanatiou of it ~ pro
telling that his extreme dithers aldne had extorted a promife from. 
him,.. which the Myroreau himre1f might very,well know was totally 
out of his power to perform. 'Tritchinopoly, he 1aid, was the G reat 
].IJogul's, and himfelf only a viceroy, appointed to govern it during the 
pleatu re of that great p rince : that the refign ing of this important 
place to the government of an Indian k.ing, would involve both him
felf and the El)gliih in continual wars with the whole Mogul empire. 
In iliort,. firmly refolved at all events not to part with the pluce, fi e 
propored to 3,mure the regent w ith a further promife of delivering it' 
up within two mouths ; in which t ime he hoped, by collecting the 
large arrears due from ~ th e Areot prov~nce. to repay the expellces 
which the M ywlCaJlS had incun ed by aflifiing him. AS;l ,palliative 
for the pJ"efellt, he m eaut to give up the fort of Madllra. with its de
pendencies,. which includo a very large diftriCt. Thefe tcrms he 
lhought a ftlll and ample recompencc, for all that the regenl bad 
oone for him,. more efj)ecially as the reduction of Chundar.laheb's, 
power had been an ef[cntial ad,vantage to. th~ interefis of the .My
{oreans as well as to his own. .Major Lawrence, whore power was 

• confined to the operations aLthe field, wai ted for inJ1:ructions from 
the prw.uency, who received at the fame time applications from both 
partie9, ferting forth , as ufual, the·fuojetl: in a very di fferent manneL .. 
They prudently determined not to interfere in the difputc, l1ulefs vio
lence fhould be u(ed againil: the Nabob;. and profeffing great friend .. 
ihip to the Myforean, they frrenuouOy recomm.eudecl to both parties 
an amicable adjull:ment of their ditferel.lces_ 

But tbefe differences continued with great warmth ;: and in the long 
debate on this fubjeCt" Morn.ri -row cond llCted himfelf with fo much 
ieeming i mpartiality, tb:u he was cho(en, with equal confidence oil 
both fides, to be t11e- mediator between them;. and the time being 
fixed for the conferenee, he came one eveni ng into the city in g reat 
fiate, accomp:lnied by two commilfaries deputed by the regent: they 
proceed~d to the Nabob's palace, where captain Dalton, as com
mandel' of the E1}glilh gflrriIon, was prefent. 

The 
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tion and propriety enumerated the many obligations wJ)ich the Nabob ~ 
owed to the regent. He painted ill Jively colours the di!l:refsful {late 
of his alfa irs, wben the regent generouf1y undertook his c3u(e; at 
which tim~ although nominaflord of a cOulltry extending from tbe 
river Pennar to Cape Comorin, he really polfeffed no more of this-
great dominion than the ground inclofed by the walls ofT ritc.hinoJ.>oly. 
where he was clofe1y befieged by a much fuperi or and implacable 
enemy. H e appealed to the Nabob for the truth of WhOle he afferted. 
and then demanded in form the delivery of the city and terri tory of 
Tritchinopoly, in confequence of the folemn agreement he had made 
with the Mytorean, which he produced figncd :Iud fea led. 

Tbe Nabob, who expeCl:ed th is harrangue, ackll6wledge:d the fa 
vours he had received, and [aid, that he was refoIved to fulfil his 
en0'80'cments: but tbat being at this time in )lOffeflion of no other 

~ ~ . 
confiderable forti fied town, it was impoffible to remove his family,. 
which was very large, until he had, by reducing the Arcot prov ince, 
got a place prgpe (: for their reception: he rherefore dcm..·mded :J: 

ref1"ite of two Inonths, at the expiration of which he promifcd to- fend 
orders to his brother~in-law to deliver up the city. The Morattoe 
highly commended th is refolution t and after [orne other vague dif ... 
courfe, he fignified an jnc1ination to fpeak to him in private, and 
defired the comm ilfaries to withdraw. As foon as they and the (eft 
of the audience, excepting captain Dalton, were rc'tircd, changing his
countenance frol"fl the fol crnnity of a negociator to the [mile of :, 
courtier, he told the Nabob, that he l>elieved him endowed with too 
much ienfe to mind what he had faid before thofe two flllpid fellows,. 
meaning the cornmitt'uies: you mllfi likewifc, faid he, think that ( 
h:n-c too much difcernrncnt to believe YOll have any jntcntion of ful
filling the prom,fe you have now made. How could you anfwer t() 

t he Great Mogul the giving up fo confiderable a part of his dominion 
to fuCh infignificant people : it wO\l ld be the highefl: abfurdjty to 
think of it. Thefe YOll may be a!fured are my rcal fentimeuts, what .. 
ever my private interet1 may induce me to fay to the contrary ill 
public. The Nabob was not OJ li ttle delfghted to find him in this 

difi)Q[U'io') ; 
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J 752. ,difpofition; (or it was his refeJttment more than the regent's that 
"'"""'--' he dreaded; and immediately made him a pro(ent of a draught on 

his trea(ury for 50,000 rupees, promifing much morc if he would re
cOllcile matters, nud divert the regent from infilling.on the lctter of 
the treary. This the qtber alfured hini' he would do, though nothing 
was farther from his intelltions. H e was in reality the moil impr;oper 
p erroll that could have been choren to adjufi the difference. His 
... ,iews were, (jrft by ingratiating himfelf with the Nabob. to per(uade 
him to admit a large bpdy of Morattoes into tbe city as the bell: means 
of deceiving the regent into a belief that be really inteud~d to give it 
up according to his promife; and thefe military umpires would have 
been infiruCted to feize on Itny opportunity that might ofter of fedu
cing or overpowering tbe rell: of rhe garri(oll; and if this in iquitolls 
{cherne (ucce~ded, he intended to keep poifel1iOli of the ci ty, which 
he h~d formerly governecJ, for himfelf. If there lhould be 110 open. 
ing for this plaUt he determined to protraCl the · difj>ute as long 39 
poffible by negociatious, during which he was fure of being kept ill 
pay by the Myforean, and did not doubt of having the addrcfs to get 
confiderable prefents from the Nabob, When this double dealing 
fllould be exhaulted, he Il\lrpofed to make tbe Myforean declare war, 

• knowing that he had too great au opinion of the Morattocs to carry 
it on without continuing thell). in his fcrvice. . 

The apprehcnliollS of an immedia.te rupture obliged the Englilh 
troopp, who had proceeded on the 16th of June as far as Utatoor, to 
return on the J 8th to Tritchinopoly; fm the 1\'b'(orean had even. 
threatened to attack the Nabob, if he offered to march out of tho 
city in order to join his European allies, as he had· promifed. Tbeir 
appearance, mote than their' remonftrnnces, produced iln accornmo· 
dation for the prcCent. The Nabob made over to the regent the re· 
'Venues of the jfland of Seringham, and of Ceveral othcr difirrcts, im,. 
powering him to collect theOl himfelf;' promi(ed again to deliver up 
Tritchinopoly at the end of two months ; and in the merul time 
agreed to receivo 700 men, provided they were not Morattoes, into 
Ihe cilY. On there conditions the My(or.an agreed to .mfthim 
with all hi. force to .reduee the Areot provillee. Neither fide gl\'e 

• .ny credit 10 the orher, but both cxpeCted advantage, by gaining 
... , tilne. 
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time. The Nabob knew that an immediate declaration of war, would 1752. 
effeClually fl:op the progrefs of his arms in the Carnatic, where he ............, 
hoped to gain fome ligna1 advantage, whilft the regent delayed to 
commence hofl:ilrties againfi him; and the regent wilhed for no~bing 
fa much as the departure of the Nabob and the Eng1ilh: battalion. 
that he might carryon his {chemes to' fuprize TritchinopolYt which 
he knew theif prefencc would render ineffeCtual. The excufes he 
m ade, when preffed to march , fufficiently explained his intentions 6 
and to frufirate tbem, 200 Europeans with]. soo Sepoys were placed 
in a-arrifon in the city, under the command of captain Dalton, who o • 
was inO:ruEted to -take every prccantioll againfi: a furpr ize. 

The battalion, now reduced to 5 00 men, together with 2500 Se .. 
poys, began their march on the 28th of J une, a<;companied by the 
Nabob at the head of 2000 borfe: the fe, with about the fame num
b~r of Peons left in .Tritchinopoly, were all the force he commauded, 
fo'" none of the numerous allies, whom he fa w aB.ing in his fe rvice a. 
few days before, remained wi th him', The Tanjorincs had rendered 
too great ,fervices to be refufed the permifrlOll of returning home ; and 
th~ ~roops of the Polygars were not obliged to act out of the diftritb 
of Tritchinopoly, The Myforeans and Morattoes remained in thell:' ~ 
encampment to the weft of the city, plac ing a detachment in Sering
ham Pagoda, of which the Nabob had permitted them to take 
poffeRion. • 

The weaknefs to which the Nabob's force was reduced by this fataF 
conteit, and the app rehenfion of ill I I worfe confequences frohl it, de
Il:royed the hopes which the Engliih had entertained' a few days 
before, of carrying his arms in triumph agailift Velore or Gingee .. 
Their late fuccefs, inltead of infj)iring exu ltation, rerved only to im.. ... 
bitter the feuCe of their incapaci ty to reap any advantage frOID it .. 
They marched away more with the (u llenne(s of men defeated, thanl 
with the alacrity of troops flullied with viaor)'; and proceeding with
out any regular plan for the ir future operat iOl)S , they followed' the 
high rood until they came to V ol·condah. 

H ere they halted for fom e days, whiH1: the Nabob "egociateer witll 
the governor, who refufed to deli ve r up his rort, but took the oath of 
a.llegiance, and paying 30,00 0 rupees as a confideratioll for the arrear$" 
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Dook 1\' . . 
J 75% . tllllt were due from bim, gnv,e fccurily .... for the punCtu::!.1 dilCharge of 
~ tbe revellues of his dHlriCl in futu re. 

Iteom hence the Nabo/.) detached his brother Alxlullwahab B'hau 
with J 000 horfe to Areot, appointing hiln bis lieutenant of the coun· 
t rics to th :!: north of the river PaJim::; alld the reO: of the army march· 
.ina by Verdacheillm, proceeded to Trjvacli , where they arrived 011 

th~ 6th of J uly, and found a .garrifQ.u of French Sepays:in the pagoda, 
. who furrcndercd on the ,firfi: fUllunons. The troops then encamped 

111 the Il cighbourh?od, and major L aw rcpce leaving the cOlTunand to 
eapraia Gillgell, we.nt for the recovery of his health into Furt Sr.. 
David. This place was no longer the feat of the tJrcfidcncy, which) 
by orders from England, had been removed, two mouths before, to 
its ancient reiiJcnce at MadrafS. 

The death of Obunda-fahcb, and the capture of Seringham, ll ruck 
the inhabitants of Pondicherry with the decpell: confiernation: for 
excel>ting thofc who received advantages from taei r empJ O'ymems ill 
the wnr, few had ever approved of the atubitious views of their go- _ 
vernor, and fewer were perfonaHy attached to him. The haughtine"(s 
~nd arrogance of his fj)irit difgutled all who approi\cbed him; he 
exhibited on ali occafiol1s the oriental PPI1)P, and marks of difiinClion, 

• which he nlfumcd as the Great :Mogul's yiceroy in the countc.ies 
{outh of the Krifl:na l infomuch that be had more than once ob'iged 
his owo countrymen to fubmit t~ the h"umiliation of paying him how 
mage on their knees. This domineering in faience had created him 
m:lI'Y enemies, who, with a (pirit of malice common to violent pre
judices, were aot forry to find their own fenfe of h;s romantic fchemes 
jullificd by the late fign.1 difa{lcrs. which they hoped would deter 
him from profectl ting them any f~l.fther. But thoy did not kllow the 
man: difficulcies and difappointment" illfiead of depremng him, only 
nlggelled the neceffity of exerting himfelf with more vigour. And 
indeed his plan of gaining vaft acquifitions in the Dcean had been 
laid with fo much (agacity, that the fucce(fes of his arms to the north. 
ward already baU.need the difgrac. they had fuffered at Sering
ham. 

In the month of Febr ... ry onhc preeeeeing year, Salab.t-jing the 
new Soubah. with the French troop' under the command of BulTy. 

quitled 
. 



, 
quitted tin: 'COuarl)' 9i,Cudapah where the unfortunate l\furzaf~-jing 
had hee!, killed . . On' the 1Sth.~· MarcQ they came t<> Callonl. the 
ap.i!~ of theC P,t"'l ,Npbob by Whore haud that pnllc~_was flam. 

and it wa~ detenJlill~(\ . th~t t\"loC city thould a.tnne for the tre.1chery 
and rcuelliJO)!l of its. Lprd. T¥c prace was orjginilly 'Yell fortified; • put (met it had been in the poffellion of Pitalls, thefe people, as 
avariciolfS ~ ~ [pey are bray~, had futfer~d the defences Loth of the 
~Ow[han ... d iU

t 
cit<\,qel to fail to decay ; and the river which r)J1l1 cJofc 

to the c)t;.y" t¥!d l~tdy carrie(\ away ~oo yar.9S of the wall; the re werr; 
4000 Pitari'S in the place, who attempted to defend this ,eotrauce; 
bUUlot accufiorl)~ to me fire of field pieces, were eauly put to flig.l~t: 
they retired jbto the came, feveral parts of .. which -were iiko'\vife in 
ruins; a';J:Lt~ Fc~nch ' tf'ool1SJ animated by their fuccefs, and led by 
Nt. Kirjean. ~~ 11~I~leVA 'of Mr. Dupleix, fiormcd it. with great viva. 
~~tYJ whq:re the p-,::eac~\Cs were moll: l?raCticable ; by which time the 
army of Sala~at-JiLlg. came up, and anified with gpQd will in putting 
alfthe garrifon to the (word; many of the inhabitants \ver~ likewife 
mafTacred . The )\life cjf the late abob and her two fons were made 
l>rifoncrs. , . 

The French doubtlefs jntended, by the unmerciful (laughter which 
they mqdc at the takil)g toi ,this city, to ·fpread early the terror of .
their arm~, tlnough the countries in wbjGh they were going to efia
Qlitb themfelves, wh.ere no EUJopean force had ever before appeared: 
and in ordCJj to mife an opinion of thei r good faith and jufiice, equal 
to th~ reputation. of their prowefs,: Mr. Buffy~ immediately afte r 
Canou} was taken, obliged Salabat.jing to fettle the fortune of Sad. 
oudin K,han, the fnfaut (011 of Murzafa-jing, their late aity-and SOU~ 
bah. He received the invefiiture of the government of Adoni, which. 
had been the patrimony of his father, and as a juQreparation for the 
trcachery that caufed his death. the territoryofthe Nabob of Cudapah, 
who planned the confpiracry. and of Canoul, by whofe'ann he fell, 
were added to the fovereignty of the young l'riuce, which. by the 
French accounts produced all togetlle r all annual rC\'Cllue of. near a 
.""Ilion of pourtds frerling. An example of gcnerofity, whic:h, if true

t 

co'uiclllot £aH to raife admjration in a coulhry, whe.re the merits of 
the father are (Q fc1~ur(l Qf ad'iltlltage to the diftr':!res of thl: {ou. 
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752• The Army then crolfed the Krilina, bet~een which and 00lcondah 
P were polled 25000 Morattoe" employed by Gazy·o-din Kljan, the 

eldefl brother of Salabat-jing, and genera.liflimo of thtt empire, to 
oppofe [heir paff.1ge towards the city. They were commanded by 
Bal~crow, the principal genera] of the Sahab Rajah, or king of all 
the lHorattve nations. .t;\ negotiation enfued, and the Morattoe) , 
havi~g hitherto received nothing from Gazy .. o-diu Khan, who Wa9 at 
Delhi, were eafily perfuMJed, with (orne ready mODey, not only to 
retire, but alfo to make an alliance with the prince they were fent 
looppofe. 

, 

Nothillg morc remained [0 obftrutt the paffage o(the army, which 
entered Gol-condah in the proceffion of an callern triumph on the 
.d of April. Salabat-jing was acknowledged Sou~ah without dppo
fition, and wellt through the ceremony of fining on the Mufoud or 
throne in public, and of receiving homage not . only from his own 
immediate officers, but al(o from molt of the governors.of the ne1gh
bouring countries. 

The fervices which the French battalion had rendered were noW" 
amply rewarded. A preCent fuppofed to be 1 00,000 pound, Iterling 
was ghleD to the commander in chief, the ot1)er officors likewife re-

• cei...ed gratuities, and th3t' of all enfign, amounted to 50,000 rupees ... 
The monthly pay of a captoin, befidcs the carriage of his baggage 
fumithed at S:llabat-jing's expencc, was (ettled at 1000 rupees, of It" 

lieutenant at 500, of all enfign at 300, of a ferjeant at 90, and of a 
common foldier at 60 rupees. ,Tho policy of MI' .• Dupleix, in taking 
polI'dJiou of Maful ipatnam, was now man-ife1l:ed by the f-acility with. . 
which the:: army at Gol-condah was fupplied with recruits of men,. .. 
ftores; arid ammunition from that port. 

lit tbe mean time, Gazy-o-din Khan had obtained from the miniftry 
at Delhi a commiffiQIl for the Soubab(hip of lhe Decan, and the cu
mour of an anny Olftrching by his orders towards Brampore, deter-

, ",illed Salabat-jing 10 proceed immediately to Amellgabad. He le(t 
~dah in the beginning of l\1ay, a.nd during the rout, illtelli ... 
pace was rccci,·ed that leveral principal men in the city had declared 
opiaftbiJII. and ShaaavUe-Khan, who had been Ih. prime minifter 
ef Naait-jing. and bad ever fineo hi. reeonciliation wilh the Freacb 
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after tl>e death of that P'inc<; IlOCI)Q)panied the camp, 1l0W fou'''' 
/llClU)S '0 eCcape put of ir. and wellt direelly to Aurcngabad, where 
!he cOlltL'if:mtcd not a little to iuftamc the mind:; of ~he people agailli;l: 
.S.labat,jing, <leCcrjbillg him as a weak aud infatuated 'prince, W~IO " 

had difholloured tlie !\logul government, by CubjeClillg l:\i(lllelf, 3Up 
.his authori.y, tp the arbitrary will of a h.ndful of iu.fid<;l,!> who 
graCped at no.hiug leIS thao the fovereignty of half tbe .Mog~ em
pire, under pretence of giviog affifrance to ,rhe rightful lords. 

Thefe reports ",'ere tc¥> well foupded fiot.to make an impreffio.n. 
rand tbe coufequcuces of tl}em )Yere (0 much ~prehendcd, that Sala
batjing did not think it ~fe to appear iu {j$ht of tllC capital, before: 
he had aCled the tl:ale but pompous ceremony of receiving [rolll the 
hauds of an amba~dor, {aid to be fent by the Great Mo,guJ, letters 

.... J~atent, ~~jp.ting hilP .viceroy of aU the countries which had been 
u.nder the jurj{djttion of his father Nizam.al.muluck. The {Il,all, no 
~o.ubt as 6B:itious 3S the writings wjth :which he was chargtd, was 

...treated almofl: with as much feverence as would have been paid to 
the emperor, whom he pretended to reprefcnt. The prince himfelf • 

.. accqm.pan.ied by the French troops, advanced a mile beyond tbe camp 
to mq:t him; and tbe ,deliverf of the Jetters'Wa5 lignified by a general 
diCcharge of all the cannon and mu{ketry in the army, after which ho • 
(at in flate to 1'cceive hOD1:lge from his officers j Mr. Buffy, as the 
6r{t in rank, giving the example. The army then continued tlu:ir 
march to the city, where they arrived on the 18th of June, and found 
that their ~ppear,aoce, and the reputation of the Mogul's favours, had 
(uppre{fed whatever commotions might have been intended. A few 
.i}ldeed .knew for certain that Gazy.o.din K.han had reccived the ootn4 
.miffiol). alfumed by his brother, and was preparing to affert it at the 
head of an army; but the voices of theCe were loft amidft the cia .. 

, moura of a populace, impatient to lee a Sou bah of the Decan, oJtee 
m ore making his refi4ence in their city, which had been deprived of 
this advantage ever fince the death of Nizam~al-muluck . 

The entry iutoAurenga[)ad was morefpleudid and magnificent, than 
that which had been made at Col-colldah : and the city mCTited this 
preferellce, being, nw to O<;lbi, the "",a- populous and weahby in 
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'752• the Mogul's dominions: its in!:iabiblnts, when the Sou bah t9 there, 
~ arc computed :It a million and a half of fouls. The French bad a 

convenient qUilrter alJigned them, to wh~c~ Mr. Duffy ftrial, obliged 
tbe troopS to ·confine themlclves, left the dlfparity'of manners lhould 
create br9ils and tumults which' mignt ella fatally. oJ , 

• In the month of AuguR, Salab:1t.jil1g· cxbibittc~ an6ther ~el"~ 
mony to amufc the people, receiving-a ilelczat€ from Delhi, who 
brought, as was pretended, the Serpaw 01' ven, with th.e fwordi- and 
other fymbols of (O"fe;e~nty\ which the Great Mogul ·fct\ds to his 

I ... ..... • ~ 

viceroys, on appointment. But by this time, Balagcrowappeared 
again at the ?cad of 40,od6 tnen, ravaiing the neighbo\;;:~ng coun-, 
tries. Battles and negociations fucceeded one another alternately 
du ring the refi of the year, and utltil the end of May in the- 'nexr, 
without producing eith,er 3 1 dl:Cifive ",~orYt '-'6r a defill'jrive trea-t)(. 

'The Morattoes woula ifl'"rfiore thall dlle aCtioll have beeh fhccefsful 
haa not the French battalidn , and their '6eld piec~st rePulf~ tlteir OrY~ 
fets. The(e fervices gave Mr. Buffy filpreme influence in the COUIl'

cils of his ally, which, on hearing of ' the decline orChunda.fa:h~b·s 
affairs at Tritchinopoly, he employed to otrt~in a comm:ffio·n, appoint-
ing Mr. Dupleix Nabob of the Carnatic, noh~r1th{hmding thai ~butr'~ 

• da·falleb was fiill alive; this, with fever"Jl 'tdtber tpompo'Us p3.ten t'~, 
was rdnt to P ondicherry, and Salabat-jing promifed tbey ihould ·foon 
be followed by 3I\ ambarfador from the Great MoguL • 

l\1r. Dupleix pub}iihcd theft: mandnt~· and· matks-of Pavout t'o awe' 
the CaTllatic, 3a6ni.~ed and rel\d~ reu WaVCJ1ng -by the ~-atl1ltrophe 
of Chl\!1da~faheb: nor were there his only refources. He had been 

'early apptized of the difcontent of the Myforeans~at Tritchinopoly, 
and ,,".Od S alre:t.dy deeply engaged ill for.nellti,ng 'their defeEtjo~l. TIre 
:mnuallhips from France arriving at the time- Mr. Law furrendered, . 
brought 3 b rge' rernforcclnent to ,Ponilicherry, which he'increafed, 
by taliog: th~ tailors, and t(:l1{Hng Lll.fcars on board to navigate the 
thips to ('hi[la. Thus armed, nnd relying on no.- vain expeClatiom;; 
the di{:lfiers at Seril\gham were fo r.'lr fr1)IU inducing him to make any 
propofals of accommodation either to the Ellgliili or the Nabob, that 
he ilBl1l«liateiy dilOov<itd bio intelltions of continping the war, by 

• Sec the Alteration after the eod of Ibe Vth Book, page +35. 
pro. 
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- . proclaiMing Raja-faheb, the fon of Chunda-1itheb, Nabob of the pro-
vince, in virtue of the pretended authority iilVcfied iu himfelf, and by 
ordering a body of soo men to take the field. 

Mahomed-ally fel t more feverely every day the bad confcquences of_ 
his promife to tbe l\1.yforean, for non~ but the moll infignilicaut 
chiefs in the province offered voluntarily to acknowledge him; the 
rell: waited to be attacked before they made thei r fubmilIion; aod he 
being little fkiUed il)~ military matters, but deeply fenfible of the ..de
cline of his fortune, conceived a notion, that the Englith troops were 
capable of reducing the fortrcfs of Gingee; in this perfuafion he re
quefted of the preftdency in the 'moll preffing t~rp'lS to render him 
~this fen-ice, and t,hey. with too much ccmplaifancc d~termjned to g~ve 
him the fatisfatliop of (eeing the experiment trjed, notwithftanding 
that major Lawrence went JO l\1.adra(s on. pur-pofe to re1?r.efent the ' 
jml~robability of fucceeding in the attePlpt .. 

Accordingly 011. tbOe 2.3~1 of July, major Kincer, an officer lately ar
rived from E~rope,. marched with 200 Europ~allS,;, I 500 ~epoys, and 
600 of the .abob's c'lvalry, and the next day fummoned ~illaparum, 
a forr.. twel:ve mile,s ~o the li.ol",I(~ .of Trivad,i : it furr~dered withOUt" 

cmalLing any j"efietan,oe. Proceeding on their fD3fCh, they found diffi
cLllties iucreafe; for the country 10 miles round Gingee is jnclofed 
by a circular chain of .tnOlHltains, and the r~ds lead" ng th rough them 
are fi>oong pa(fcs,. of w.hich it is necclfary that au antny attac\:illg the 

,·place ihould be in pofTe$olf, ill order to" keep the comm1.lJ1ication 
lopen. Major Kine&r's-force beillgml1d~ tCl<?fin:ill tp afford proper 
detachments for this fervice, he'l marched on with the whole to Gin
gee, wller.e be arrived the 2.6th. , Thq garrlfon was li.lmmoned to 
(urrender, and (he officer an(wercd with civility, that, h~ kept the 
place for the king of Frallce, and w:as determ,incd to w.rfen<1 iJ:. The 
troopS were.in. no conditiou to attack it;. for /,>y fome Qn::t.CcOuntable 
preflUnptioil, thoy had neglected to wait for two pieces of battering 
cannon, which were coming from Fort St. Da.vid. Mr. Dupldx 110 

fooner heard tbit the- Eoglifh had palI'ed the mountains,thau he de
bched 300 Europeaus and 500 Sepoys., wit~ {even fidd p.icces, who
took. po!feffion of VicJay~ucJi, a town Cituat.d it}. ~h~ high roa~' 4:Uld 
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notfar dillant from ,i,e par. thrmfgh "'hid, the Engliih bad mar;cbod; 
upon which major Kiuter, who upon a vj~w of ~ingee defpai.r.ed r;/' 
1'educing it even with battering can nOll, Immediately repaffcd the 
mountains, and being rejnfo,rced by the feft of the Nah9b's cavalry, 
and fome other troops from Trivaili, marohed on tb~ 26th of July, 
with 300 Europeans, 50e 'Sepoys, a company' of Caffrees, and 2..000 

norfe, to give fhe enemy battle. 
They were pofied in a firoug fituation. The greatefr part of the 

town was encircled by a rivulet, which {erving as a ditch, was ue-
1enaedibya parapet, formed of the ruins of old houfes, and interrupted 
_t proper intervals to give play to ' the cannon. 'The outward bank 
was in many parts as high as the parapet, a.nd<that part of the village 
which the rivulet did not bound might be eafily entered; but the 
Eng1ifll,ncgleC1ing tv reconnoitre before they began the attack, loft 
the advantages which tbey might have taken or' the:fe circumftallces. 

They marched direcStly to ~he enemy, who,' in order to bring on 
the engagement in tha~ part where they were firongefr., appeared at 
-4irft drawn up on the outward bank of the rivulet, but as [oon as tbe 
-field pieces began to fire, recl:olTed it with- precipitation, and the ap-
pearance of fear. The Englilh, ,elated with tge imagination of their 

.panic, advanced to the bank. and leaving their field pieces behind, 
~gan the attack with the lire of th,cir muCketry only. The enemy 
anfwcring it, both from mufketry and field pieces, and under {better" 
fuJfcred litdo 10Cs, and did much execution. The company of Eng
lith Calfres were firfhfiung into diforder by carryillg off their wounded 
u they dropped, and (oon af'er took ftight; they were followed by the 
Sepoys i and major K.ineer in this infiant receiving a wound which dif~ 
abled him, the Europeans began to waver likewife. The enemy per
ceiving. the confufioll, detached J 00 of their beft men, amongil 
which were So volunteers, who, croffing the rivulet briOdy, advanced 
to the bank. The vivacity of this unexpetled mo.tion in'creafed the 
panic. and only '4- grenadiers, with two enfigns, ftood by the colours: 
thefe indeccl dofeoded them bravely, until they were rejoined by fome 
of the fugitives, with wbcm th<y retreated in order; and the French, 
r.r;.&ed with their iIcdeIi, rcturn<d to the village, having, with very 
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little lof, to memfelve" killeo ami woonded 40 ..r the Engli1h bat· 
talion, which {uffered in this aaiOll more difgrace than in aoy other 
that had happened during the war: Major Kincer wa, fo afretled by 
it, that although he recovered of his wound, his vexation brought on 
an jllnefs, of which he fom¢ time after died. 

The troops retreated [0 Trivadi, and the enemy, quitting Viera ... 
vandi, retook the fort of Vilbparum, which they demoliChed. Mr. 
Dupleix, animated by thefe {u·cceIfes, flight as they were, reinforced 
them with all the men he could fend into the field; the whole, con .. 
fifiing of 450 . Europeans, J SOO Sepoys, and 500 Moorifh horCe,. 
marched and encamped to the north of Fort St. David, clofe to the 
bound,; upail which the Englith and the Nabob·, troops quitted 
Trivadi, and encamped at Chimundelum, a redoubt in the bound 
hedge, three mires to the weft of St. DavId; here they remained for 
{orne days inaCtive, ~vniting for more troops from Madrafs, where 
the 1hips from Englancl had brought a reinforcement,. co~ftfting 
principally 9£ two companies of Swifs, each of j 00 men, commanded, 
by effie"", of that nation. 

To· avoid the rifque and delay of a march by land, Qne of thefe ' 
companies was il1lJn.ediately embarked in iMa(foolas" the common and! 
tlighteft boats of the couutry,.. and (,lrdered,to proceed to Fort S.t. Da
vid by fea; for it was not imagined that the French would ven ture to ' 
violate the Eng1ifh colours on this element; but the boats no fooner 

'came in fight ofPondicherry than a !hip in the road weighed anchor, . 
and feiziug every otte of the boars, carrjod the troops into the town ;. 
where Mr. Dupleix kept them pri(oners,. and infil1:ed th~ the cap
ture' was as jufiifiabJe as that which had b~cn made of his own troops; 
at Seringham. 

As fOQI1 as the news of this lofs'reached l\1adbfs, Major Lawrence
embarked with the other company of ~wiCs, 011 board of one of the: 
company's !hips, and arrived the J 6th of Auguft at Fort St. David~~ 
The next day he took the command of the army, which con fiRed of 
400 E uropeans, J 700 Sepoys, and ' ","000 of theNabolJ~s troops, cavalry,,, 
and Peons, with eight field pieces. The enemy hearing of his 3rrivaH 
de<;amRed in the night,.al1d retreated. to Bahoor,. and finding them-· 
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(elves (ollo\"ed, tbe neSt day went nenrer to Pon4i,cberry, and cn
camped between the bound hedge and '"illanore, from whence the 
commanding offlcer (~nt a letter prote~)g againfi the EngJi1h, for 
110t' rc(peCling tbe territory of the French oompaux • .,Major Law
rence "'being infirucred by the prefideucy Dot}O enter their anrient 
Jimit$, the bound ht::dgc, unlefs they tbould fet the example, contented 
himielf with attacking their ad\'311Ced pofi at Villanorc, which they. 
jmmediately abandoned, and their whole army retrea ted under the 
walls of the town. 

They 1hewed fo litde inclination to ,quit this fitldation, that major 
• • 4 

Lawrence, irnagit~jng nothing would intice Fhem out of it but a per-
(uaGoD that the,.,Englifh wefe becQme as unwilling as themfek es to 
venture a ' geu_eral engagef))ent, retreated precipitately to ~!wor. 
The llratagem took ' cHea, not ,yhl). "the commanding officer Mrj 
IGrjean, but with his uncle Mr. DupJeix, who or!lered him to follow 
the .Ellglifh, and take advantage of ,their f~ppo{ed fears. The re
manilranees ()f l),is nephew only vroduced a more peremptory order, . 
in obedience to which 1\1r. Ki rjean marched, an~ .encamped within 
two miles-of Bahoor. where major; Law~'cnceJmmcdiately mape the 
necefi'ary difpolitiolls for attacking him. 

Tl1C troops began to march at th~ee the next morning: the Sepoys 
iormed the fidlliue, the battalion the fecond, and tho artillery were di
vided on the flanks; the Nabob's cavalry '''''cre fiationed to tbe right on 
~he other fide of a high bank, which rap from the Englifh to the ene
my's ClIn/p; the ;>ttack begau a little befare the. dawn of day. . The 
,Sepoy. were challcllged by the advanced (lOfts, and not anCwcring, 
received their fire. Wllic}l.. they .returned, and ftill marching on 
came to an engagement with the enemy's Sepo),s, which laficd till 
~-ligbt, when the French oa.ttalion were difcovered drawn up; 
t~ right defended by tbe 'bank, and the ir lef, by ' a large 
JlOIld. The Englilh battalion brute.! to form their front equal to 
that of the cueroy. )oVhO, during th~s op~rationJ kept lip a brUk fire 
J1o.m eight pieces of can,l)on, and continu.ed it until tbe fmall arms be
..... T.hc aaioo now ~me warm, die Engliih firing as they ad
.... ~. and !he Frcncli /landmg their ground until ·the bayonet. met . 

This 
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This crifis of modern war ~s generally decided in an infiant, ?-tId 
ver,y few exalllpies of it occur. The camp"'\), of Engli1h grenad ic;r., 
with.. two. platoons, broke the enemy's center, on whic,h their whOle 
line immediau:ly gave way, aud no quarter being qpeCtcd in fuch a 

. <:onflitl, they threw down their arms as incumbrallcci to their Bight. 
• Thjs was the !,Doment for the. Nabob', cavalry to charge, as ther, 

. bad been infuu&ed; but infread of fetting out in purfuit of the 
fugitives., they gplloped into the Cclq'lP1 and employecf themfelvcs il) 

plunder; howeve the~ Sepoys picked up many of them. Mr. Kif... \ 
jean, wi,th J 3: office-rs and J.oo privalc men, were made prifoners, 
and agreater number were ~lled.; aU.the cncI'!ly"s artillery, ammu .. 
uitioJl, and ftores were takeu.. Of the Euglith battalion, 4 officers 
and 78 private men were. killed and wounded. 

'This viClory, broke the enemy's force.fo effectually, that Mr. Du
plebe: was obliged' to wait the arrival of farther reinforcements be ... 
fore 'be attempted any thing more in. the £eJd; nor was this the onI)j 
advantage obtained by it, for it checked the refolurion which the 

, Myforean had jufi (aken of declaring openly for the French, 
The Englifh battalion 110 Cooner quitted Tritchinopoly, than the 

regent fet about accompliihing his fcherne of furprizillg the city, and 
by dUburCing largo fums of money, el1deavdured to g<l:ill 500 of the • 
Nabob's beft ~eoDs, armed with1irelocks. The Jemautdan. or cap
tains of thefe troops, received his bribes, and qromifed to join the 700 
Myforeans in the gardfon whenever tbey thould ire. Captain Dal .. 
ton receiving [ome hints of thQ confj>iracy, kept ward ill the city 
with as m~h vigitance as ifh~ had iJeen in an enemy's coulltry, and 
.c~ufed. the artillery on the ramp .. rts to be pointed every evening iu ... 
wards on the quarters of the- Myforean~t and of the {ufj>eCled Peons. 

Thefe precautions naturally·alarmed thofe who had ~een treating 
with the regent. but (till none of them made any difcovery; where_ 
'\lpon, at a general review' of anps ordered for this purpore, be di ... 
reGled their flints to he taken out of their lirelocks, under pretence 
()( fupply'ing them with fome of a better fort. This convincing 
~hcm that their praCtices were difco~ercd, the Jemautdars cam.t and 
('.Qnfeffed all tbII& had paired, imploring fo~ivenefs: each brouo-ht 
the fum be bIlt...,eived, and tbat of the l)\'incil'al man w~ ,6,0"00 

L 1 rupees. 

175~· ......... 

.. 

, 

•• 

• 



THE WAft OF CO]t():MAN'IJEI.; 

175" rupees. They proteiled that they had no view in taking-the mo
......,..." l)ey, but to keep their troops from [h~ving, who had fcarcely re

ceived any pay from the Nabob for nme months; and as a' proof 
that they had' no intention of affifi-lng the Myforean in his ilofigns •. 
they {aid, that not one of them had rc~moved his wife and family 
out of the city. Captain Dalton made them few reproaches, but 
ordered them to march with thei.r troops the next morning to jQin
the Nabob's army at Trivadi. The regent fin~illg this {cherne fru(
trated, hired two fellows to ihoot captain Dahan as he walked on. 

• 
the ramparts, who luckily receiving- intelligence of their defign a. 
few hours before they intended to put it in execution, rent a detach_ 
ment, wbich took them prifoners in tbe houfe where they had, con .... 
~caled themfelves with their armt One was fuUet't, and. (aid> little; 
but the other confelfed the whole, and declared, that three marc-

, were engaged'in the plot, who had underta~el'i to watch the gate of 
the palace, ,and fhoot Kirood tn Khan,. the- Nabob's brother-in-raw,. 

, when he fhould come- out on the tumult which the death of the
" EngliCh·commander would naturally o<:cafion; but thefe, on feeing

the foldiers march to ~he haufe, had made their <!:fcape. The regent" 
whel) reproached for this treachery, denied that Be had any Know ... 

• ledge of it. He erpployed, however, l'I.1prari·row-to-folici t the par,;., 
don of the aiTaJTins; and. the friend{hip·of the Morat~oe beijJg at' 
this time·thought very ya.luable, Kiroodin Khan granted his reqt'lefi 
but did not reprieve the men be~ore tb~y had gone through the ce
remony of being fattened to the muzzles of two field pieces in' fight' 
of the whole garr.j(on dra-wn up under arms.. F~v-e: day! afrer tw()o 
other Myforeans came to anathcr Jemautdar, who commanded z80' 
Scpoys' Qt one of'the gates of the city, lind atteMpted to (educe him;. 
but this officer, an' Qld a·nd, faithful ferva.nt of tho company, fecurech 
the fellows, and carried' them to captain Dahan., The unkles fignect 
by the regent were found,on them, wblich leaving 00 room for eqUl .... 

vocation., they conferred the aa, and were the next morning blowfh 
from the muzzles of two field pieces. This execution/huck fudl a. 
terror, that the regent could not get an.y more of his own people to) 
nndertnke fuch commilFons; and having rC~3lt&J 'quiet for fame
oIays, he at length pitched upon one Clement Pov8ict, a Neapolitan. 

who. 

• 

• 
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who commanded a company of Topa{fes in the Nabob's fervice, and 
had often the guard over the French prifoners in the city. This 
man, trading 3. good deal, went frequently into the amp of the 1V!y
foreans, which gave;: the regent an opportunity of making application 
to him in pe'rfon. He alfured Povcrio tbat he had, belides the My
{oreans in garrifon, a {hong part}i imtbe city, and ofFerc,d great re
wards if he would join them au th~ firft commotion. The Neap?
Jitan gave him eaure to believe he was to be wrought upon, but faul 
he mllfi ficfi: found the dift)Ofition of his officers; and on his return 
he made a faithful report to captain Dalton of what had paffed. He 
~as ordered to return to r,he camp the next morning with infiruc
tions how to proceed, and conduCted himfelf [o .dexterou{1y, that a few 
conferences inti rel}' gaine.d him the confidence of tITe regent. Hav-

• ing fettled the plan of operations, he brought tcr c;:aptain Dalton the 
agreement figned by the regent and himfelf, fealed with the great 
.feal of MyCore! il w3gJjJecified, that captain Poverio ihould receive 
20,000 rupees/or bimfelf, and 3,000 more to Buy firelocks, in order 
t . .o ann the French prifoncrs, who were to be lct out the fidl: time 
his company took the guard over them; he was at the. fame time 
to·Ceize on the wefrerh gate of the city, ncar which.the Myforeans 
were encamped, and to hoifi: a red flag, on which fignal the whole. 
army were to move, and enter the town . . 

On the day fixed for the execution of this enterprize, all the cannon 
that couJd be brought to bear on the Myfore camp were well manned, 

• and above 700 muiketeers, Europeans and Sepoys, were cOl}cealed 
in the ttaverre~ and work,s ncar tbe wel1:ern gateway, with a great 
number of hand grenades j the tell: of the garriton was under 
arms, and the Myforeans would certainly have futrered fcverely; 
but the fears of the Nabolls brother-in.-Iaw put a frop to the enter .. 
prize. He was apprchcnfive that the attempt might fucceed, and 
to avoid the rifque, fent a melfenger to \tpbraid the regent, and to 
acquaint him that the garrifon were prepared to receive him. 

The regent thinking aimfelf no longer fafe under the cannon of 
the city, decamped, and fixed his head quarters three miles to the 
wcfiward, at the Pagoda:; of Wariore, .which were garrifoned by 

Liz EIlg1ilh 
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J 75'. 'Englilh Sepoy'; but findulg that .capta;n Dalton had reinforced this 
..........., poft, he moved again, and ~ncamped near Ser,ingham. 

The mutual difi.rufi increafed daily,.allhough the outward appear
ance of friendfhip [ubfUl:ed; for the regent [cnt every clay one of his- ' 
principal officers to enquire after captain DaItOl(S health, in order to 
have an opportunity of difcovering what he was doing. When the 

" 

• twO months ftipulated for the deliv~y of the city were expired, he 
[eut four of his prjncipal officers in form to demaud the furrel1de-r of 
jt; but Kir60Cliu Khan, a man haughty and infolent, when no dan .. 
ger was near, flew out into a pamOD, al~d reproaching the commiffa .. 
Ties with the treacherous ana clalldefrine praiiices of their prill<;e, 
1)roduced tbe agreement with captain l>o\'erio, figned and fealed, and 
then told them ~lainly, that they had no ci ty to expe8, but DlOUld 
,be paid the money wbich the regeut had diiburfed, as foon as the . 
Nabob's nnances were in a'Letter condition, 

The regent pretended to be much offended with -this anfwer; how
'ever, after fame conftderation, he tent his minifier to lay the accounts 
before the abob, dechiring that he was willing to relillquiih his claim: 
to Tritchiuopoly, provided -the money was immediately paid, This 
appearance of moderation was only intendea to leffen the NabOb's. 

~ character with the publi~k, and to juftify the meafures he was deter
mined to take himfdf; for he was t(){).well acquainted with his cir
cumfiances, to imagine him able to pay fo large a fum, which, by 
the accounts he produced, amounted to 8,500,000 rupees. • 

There now remained little hopes of reconciling the difference, 
which Mr. Dupleix had from the begiuning dnfgen tly inAamed:
knowing that it was the interefl of the Morattoes to protratl a war, 
he addreCfed himfelf particlllarly to Moran-row, who continually re~ 
oeived prefent& and letters froro him, as alfo from his wife. In thefe 
letters the Englilh were repreic-llted as a plodding mercantiJe people, 
~uainsed with the srt of war, and not fit to appear in the fie1d, 
oppofed. to a nation of fo martial a genius as the French; and the 
fuccef. at Serinabam was tocaIIy ali:ribed to the valour and aaivity 
of the M<nuoe canlly, 

• Morari • 
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Morari-row havihg fettled his plan, eafily perfuaded tbe regent to 
acquiefce in it, and embOlfl'hdor'S were (ent to PondicherrYt where .. 
treaty was foon concluded, and war refolved; Mr. Dupleix promifing
to take Tritchinopoly, and give it to the Myforeans. In confequence 
of this alliance, Innis Khan. with 3 000 Momttoes, was detached 
f-rom Ser ingham in thOe ..middle of Augufi, with ' inftructions to join, 
the French, but firA: to go to the Nabob's camp, and 6 eudeavour to 
get fome money from him ; for this objet} never fail ed to be inter .. 
woven in all Macari-row's fchemes. The detachment taking time 
to plunder the province as they mar~hed along, were 3.t tome dif
tanee from the coafl: when tbey received news of the battle at Bahoar: 
il:artled at th is (uccefs, Innis Khan halted, waiting for farther infi:ruc~ 
t ions from T ritchinopoly; ~n conlequence of which he jdioc:d the 
Nabob, with great protcftations of friendlhip and feem ing joy at the 
late event, pretending to lament that he had not come up in time tOt 
have a Share in it; 31\d in order to accompliih his intention of getting; 
money, be did not hefitatc to take the oath of.fidelity·to the Nabob. 

Major J...awrence, notwitblbnding his late fuccefs at Hahoor, did 
'"not t~ink it prudeJ\t to. engage in any farther operations, whilfr he re
mained in uncertainty of the refo\ution which thefe Morattoes might 
cake; but as (oon as they joined him, he moved from Fort St. David: 
to Trivadi, and prepared to employ the re'mainder of the (eafon, be .. 
fore the rains began, in reducing the country between Pondkberry 
and the river Paliar. At the fame time the Nabob requefied the 
p refidency to fend' t\. force to attack Chinglapet and Cobelong, two
llrong holds, fituateci to the north of that river .. which kept in fubjec
tion a coofidcrable tract 0: country, and from whence detachments, 
frequently pluod red the territory belonging to th.e Nabob and the: 
company. . 

Madrafs was able td fnrni(h nO'more than ::00 EuropeQ.o' recruits,. 
jufl: arrived from England,. and,.as ufual, t he refu£e.of'"t1ie vilefr em
ployments in Lon<ipn, together with Sao Scpoys newly raifed, and aSl 

uoexperi.enced as the EUlPpf:ans. Such a. force appeared very unequal 
10 to the enterprize of laying fitg~ fo fil'ong forts i and it <;ould hardly be 

expected that any officer, who had acquired!>reputotion, would wll- _ 

lingl.\' 
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175'1. 1iI1 O"ly rifque it by taking the con1mand of them; but captain Clive, 
'-"'v""'" whooie mili tary life had been a continued option of difficulties, vohlllta-

rily olf..er d his (ervice on this occafion,notwithftanding that his health 
was at this time much impaired uy the exce{s of his former fatigues. 

The t fOOpS, with four 2 4 pounders, marched on the loth of Sep
tember agaiull CobcJong. This for t, called by the Moors Saudet Bun • 
.dar, and fi ted twen/y miles foutb -of .Madrafs, and within mufket 
ihot of the fen, was built by Au'war-orlean Khan, near the ruins of 
.another helonging to the OCl:end (:ompany. The French got poffeffiol\ 
of it in the beginning of [1)e y~ar 1750 by a ftratagcm. A {hip an
chored in the road, making fignals of diftrefs, and the Moors who fe· 
~laired on board were told, tha t moll: of the crew had died of the 
[curvy, and that the reft would periili lik~wlfe, if they were not per· 
mitted to come af'hore immediately. fiuee they were no longer aole 
to l'lavigate the verreJ. The Nabob's officer, in hopes of being wen 
paid, sranted their requeft ; 01"1. wh ich thirty French men of l e31l, and 
yellow phyfiognomies, counterfe iting various kinds ofinfinnicies, were 
admitted, and having arms concealed \lI)der their doaths, overpowered 
the garrifon in the night. The fort had no ditch, but a {hong wall 
flanked by round towers, on which were mounted thirty ·pieces of 
cannon, and it .was garrifoned by 50 Europeans and 3 00 Sepoys. 

The Englilh troops arrived ill the evening at an eminence about 
two miles to the wdl:ward, from whence· half of them marched in 
Ule night under the command of lic\lu;nant Cooper, to take poffef. 
(ion of a gardeJl, fit\l:lted about 600 yards to the [outh of the fort. At 
break of day the garrifon detached 30 Europeans and J 00 Sepo)'S; 
who advancing to the garden unobfe~ved, began to fire through fe· 
veralla(ge crevices in the gatt, which was in a ruinous condjtion, 
and a iliot killed1ielltenant Cooyer. The troops were fo ·terrified by 
this alarm, and by ~the death of their officer, that they' fled pr,ecipi
~tely out of the garden, and wou1d probably have run back to Ma· 
dmfs, had tbey not been met by captain Clive advancing with the 
-reil: of his force, who obliged them, JlQ,t without difficulty, and eveD 
"jolence, to rally, and return with him to the garden, which the ene-

• PlY abandoned on his approach. . 
. The 
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The next day he rent a Cummons to the French officer, who an.. '7S'Z .. 
fwered, that the Fort belonged to the king of France, and that if; '-- ""'" 
the EngLilh committed any hofiiliti,es, his nation would deem it a 
declaration of war: be therefore expe~cd that th'ey fhould imme-
diately withdraw; but if they pediCled, and attacked tAe place, he 
and his garrifon were determined to die in the breach.. This bluiler ... 
ing language proceeded from his reliance 011 a reinforc~ment of 7of> 
Sepoys and 40 Europeans, which Mr. Dupleix had detached from 
Pondicher~y to Chinglapet, with orders to th~ officer comm.anding 

• there to in.tfoduce them at all events into Cobe1ong. The EngliCh
the next day began to erect a battery between the garden and- the: 
Fort, at the diftance of 300 yards from the walls, and at the Utme. 
time placed a {hong guard ou a rock about J 00 yards to t~ c left or 
the battery. The enemy brought many of their guns to bear UpOlli 

the face of the attack, and fired {martly; whilfr it was with the 
greatelt difficulty the Englilh troops could be. kept to their polts, both, 
Europeans a'nd Sepoys taking Right on every alarm: an \H)lucky illot" 
which fuuck the rock, and with the (plintefs it made, killed and' 
wounded fourteea mep, frightened the whole fo much, that it was. 
fome time before they would ventur~ to cxp·ofe thcmfelvcs again,. and!. 
one of the advanced cenuics was found feveral hours after concealcdr 
in the bottom ofa well. , 

Captain Clive judging that thame would avail more than {everit, 
to reclaim them from their cowardice, expofed hioofelf contioually. 
to the hottcft of tbe ~~y's flre, and bis example brought them in two.. 
days to do their duty with fome finnnefs. On the; third, in teJljgence 
was received that the party from Chinglapet were advanced within.. 
(our miles, 011 which he immediately marcitet.l. with half his force to' 
give them battle; but they, on bearing of his approach, retreated; 
with great predpitatioll. Ou the fou.rth at nOO~l, the battery was. 
6nilhed t and jufi: as the Englith were preparing to fire, to his great" 
furprize, he received a meffage from the commanding officer, oifering: 
to f'ilrrend'er at dlfcrerion, on condition that he might carrx :w.'ay his 
(tW it effeCts : thefe terms were immediately accel>ted and the ·Ena_ . ,~ 

lith beJDre Lh.e evening, rec,eived into the l?l~e, where it was found. 
• ooat' 
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that ali the efreB:s or the commandant confilled of a great number 
of turkies, aJfd a great- quantity of filUft, commodities in whjch he

'deaJt. Belides the cannon mo\lIlted on the wall~ there were. f.ouncl 
( 0 other pieces of the largeil calibres, which proved to-be part of the 
artillery that the company had loft a~ Madrats, when taken by Mr. 
De Ja Bourdonnais. 

The next morning enfign l<?feph Smith, walking out at day break, 
.difcovered a large body of troops CrOfliJig a fmall river that runs 
about half a mile to the weft of the Fort, apd concluding that they 
..... ere the reinforcement earning again from Chinglapet, immediately • 
jnformed captain Clive, who illfiantly haftened from the fort 10 join 
the troopS', which enfign Smith had already pofied in ambufcade 
:among-n the1-ooks and underwood, which commanded the high road. 
Enfign Smith was not deceived in his conjeaure; for the c:ommand .. 
jng officer at Chinglapcl having received the day before a letter from 
the officer at CObelong, .advifing him that the l)lace could not hold 
out 2.4- hours ualeCs relieved, determined to make an effort more vi 
gorout than the former, aJl.d being ignorant of the furrender, intended 
to furprize the Eng1ifh ~amp early in the morning. The N~bob's 
colours were hoUled in the fort. and thefe being white. tkirted with 
green, were at a. difiance.mifiaken uy the enemy" for their own flag ; 
which confirmed their notioll that the place frill held out; and they 
continued to advance with. great (ecurity, until the whole party were 
within the rea~h of the troops in ambufcade, who then gave their fire 
from aU fides with great vivacity. It fell heavy, 1\nd in a few minutes 
fl:ruck down 100 men; the reft were fa terrified that not m ore than 
half retained even prefence of mil\d to p.rovidc for their fafety lJy 
flight: the commanding officer, 25 Europranr., and 2.50 Sepoys, with 
two pieces of cannon, were taken : thoU who fled, fijoging away their 
arms. hurried to Chinglapet, where tbey communicalcd 1,o-(mall con
fteruation, of whieh captain Clive determined to take advantage by 
marching with the utmoft e:'pedition agaiufi the place. 

It is flt1l&ted 30 miles well of COhelollg. ~o fouth well of MadraC .. 
IIIId witbin half a mile of the northern bank of the river Paiiar. The 
•• French 
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French took poll'ellion of it in the beginning of the preceding y~ar, '7 5~· 
when their troops~ marche~ out of POJidicherry with Chunda-faheb to .......... 
reduce the Areot province. It was, and not without rearon, cr· 
teel'T\cd by the natives a very firong hold. Its outijne, excJufive of 
fome irreguJar projeaiolls at the gateways, is nearly a parallelogram, 
extending 400 yards from north to fouth, and 320 from eaft to 
well:. The eaftern, and half the northern fide is covered by a COD-

tinued fwamp of rice fi~lds, and the other half of the north, toge-
ther with the whole of the weft fide, is defended by a large lake. 
)llaccdlible in thefe parts, it would have been impregnable, if the 
"utb fide had been equally fecure; but here the ground is high, 
and gives advantages to an enemy. The Inaian engineer, whoever 
he was, that ereCted the fort, {eems to have exceeded the common 
reach of his countrymen in the .knowledge of his 8{t, lIot only by 
the choice of the (rot, but alfo by proportioning the llrength of the 

.defences to the advantages and difadvantages of the {ituatioll: for 
the fortifications to the {outh are much the ftrongefi, thofe oppofite 
Jo t~e rice fields fomething weaker, and the part that is flc.irted by 
the lake is defended only hy a fiender wall; a deep ditch 60 feet 
wide, and faced with fione, a faulfe-bfaye, and a frone wall J 8 feet ' • 
high, with round towers on and between the angles, form the de-
fences to the land: nor are thefe all; for parallel to the (outh, caft, 
aDd north fides of thefe outward works, are others of the {arne kind 
repeated within them, and thefe joining to the Oender wall which 
runs to the well: along the lake, form a fecond enclofure or fortifi
cation. The garrifoll conftfted of 40 E~ropcans and 500 Sepoys, 
and IS pieces of cannOll were mounted in the place. 

A battery, cOllfill:ing of four twenty-four pounders, was raired to 
·the (outh about 500 yar~s from the wall, which refilling at this dif
tance longer than was expeeted, the guns were removed and mounted 
within 200 yards, and from hence in four ru..y. they made a breach 
through both the outward and inward wall; but frill it remained to 
drain an.d fill up the ditches, and evell after this a much greater Dum. 
her than the befiege" might have been eafuy ~epulfed. But the o/licer, 
on feeiug the Engli(b preparing to make appr\lllChes 10 the outward 

Mm ditch, 

.. 

, 



!-

• 66 THE WAa OF COROMANDEL • Book IV. 

1752 , ditch, jmagined that he had fulficientlyalferted the honour of his 
'-V-oJ narlOIl, and hung out the flag to capitulate, offering to give up the 

fort-if the garrj[on were permitted to march away with the honours 
of war. Captain Clive, thinking that the rifque of fiorming a place 
fo capable of making an obfiinatc refinance, was not to be ptlt in 

• competition with the ideal hOllour of reducing the gad-iron to [e
verer terms, immediately complied with the ellcmy's propef.1.15, who 
on the 3tft of Oaoher evacuated th~ (ori, and mnrched away to 
Pondicherry. 

A gatrifon of Europeans and Sepoys, under the command of an 
Eliglilh officer, was placed in Chinglapett ; and fome time after, at 
the Nabob's requefi, the fortifications of Cobelong were blown up. 
The capture of there two places cCill1pleted, the reduClion of a1l the 
country that remained unfubdued to the north of ~the river Paliar, be~ 

tween Sadrafs and Arcot. . 
The health of Captain Clive declining every day after this expe-' 

ditton, induced him Ilot only to quit 'the field, but al[o to take the 
refolutiou of returning to his native country. He left Madrafs in 

• lhe beginning of the next year, univerfally acknowledged as the mali 
whore example fidl: roufed his countrymen from tba~ lethargy oftheiT 
natural charatter, into which they were plunged before the fiege of 
Al'cot; and wbo, by a tGlill of u'ninternlpted fuccdfes, had 'contri
buted more thal\ any other officer, at this time, to raife the ceputa-' 
tion of their arms in India. ' r 

. ~ . 

D uring 'thefe 'lieges, major Lawrence, :lceompanied by the Nabob, 
advanced from Trivadi to V4ndi\vafh. This place, fituated 20 miles 
to tb ~ north of Gingce, was under the government"'of Tucken.1.1heb, 
who had, as weB as Chunda.fa.heb, and Mortiz'-ally, married one of 
the fiClers of the Nabob, Subder-ally Khan : the widow of thi, un~' 
fortunatt! prince, together with his pofibumou! a.nd only furviving 
jOD, called Ally DoaCl Khan, refldod with Tuckea-fabeb in the fort. 
Itwa_ imagined that a place capablo of fetl'ding fortb fuch pretendeJ 
Iodifturb the litl. of Mth6ined-ally, would'tlave been attaeked with 
the \1tIDoftvigour; but the Nabob was in l'uch diftref. for mouer, 
lllat he profcrte4 to 1i~Ii · to tbe offi: .. ",f Tuekea-14heb to r.nfom 
I. J t. i his 
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his town and fort from holtilifies •. Whillt an officer deputed for this 
purpofc was fcttliog the terms, a cau .. non {hot from the fort , ~\'a, by 
lome accident 6red into the caml~' The:. Scpoys, vexed at-the nego~ 
tiation, which difappointed their expeCtations.of plundert f feized 0 11 

this opportunity 'to break il off, and under pretence of reLenting the 
.infult, ru(he'd into the Pettah, and broke open the houfes :. the poor 
. furprized inhabitants were incapable of making refiftance; but it 
being apprehended that the garrifou might fally from the for t, a 
parry of Europeans were feht to (uppaft the Sepo)'s. Tuckea.faheb, 
ignorant of the eaure of this {udden aCt of violence, imputed it to 
tre"achery, and ordered his garri{on to nre at the troops they raw ill 

,the Pettah. This lIrought on farther hot1ilities j the Englilh :bom
barding the fort with two' mortarS: ilnd the garrifoD keeping up i1 

~nfiallt :fire from their tDuiketry and cannon until morning ; when 
~a parly enfued, which expla.ining matters, the troops were recalled 
O\lt of the Pett~h;and the contribution was (ettled at 300,000 ru
Jlees, which were paid the fame day. 

The Mocattoes during this expedition were continually roaming 
for 'p1und,er, which they took indiffef'ently, as welJ in the countries 
acknowledging the Nabob as in the .difrriCts of difu£feCl:ed chiefs ; ~t 
the fame time that they were doing this mifchief, they apea-ed to • 
be paid, only l>ecaufe they had it in their power to~do more by openly 
joining his enemies. 

The army returned' from Vandiwaih to Trivadi, where they pre
pared to canton t11emfelves during the rainy moufoon, ""hicn. began 
on tbe 3 1 fr of Oaober at nigh t, with the moil violent hurricane 
that had been remembered on the coafi; the rain that fell conti .. 
nually for fe.ve.ral days after laid the whole coun try lUlder water, 
and fpread filch ,a fickncfs amongil the Lroops, 3S obliged them, 011 

the 15th of November, to retire to Fort St. David; which place 
.affording quarters only for the Englilh, moll: of the ,Nabob's men, 
\lI1accufiotn('d to rem ail,) in the field in this inclement feafon , left 
him. and we.o~ to their homes. ' . 

l1y this time the regCllt at Seringham, IJcrceiving that the Nabob 
and the Englilh h~d made fo little adv!lnta: c 'of their fuccefs at 'Sa .. 
,hoor, recovered from the confi:ernatioll he had been frruck with by 

Mm. that 
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1152 • that event; and he no (oooer heard that they had returned into win
.~ ter quarters, than he rent away Morari~row, with all his Morattoes 

excepting 500, to Pondicherry ; and Innis Khan, with tbofe under 
bis command, quitted the Nabob at Trivadi in the beginning of No
vember, but not without having got fome of the money received at 
Vandiwath. Mr. Dupleix promifed to fend fome Europeans to Se: 

• ";.Tingbam, and the regent hoping to divert the garrifou of Tritchino_ 
poly from making any attempt aga\nfi: him before they arrived, pre
tended tbat he had no defign to make 'var with the Nabob, and that 
Macari-row had left him in confeque..uce of a difputc which had 
arifen on fettling their accounts; but notwithfianding this declaration, 
his patfoles of horfe flopped and carried to his caml) all the provi~ 

, .fiOllS that were coming to the city: the effects of this hofiility were 
foon felt; and the prefidtllcy of M~dra{s, who, in confideration of 
his pretenfions to Tritchinopoly, .had hitherto declined - to take re-
'Venge of his treacherous attempts to get po/fefiioil- of it, now thouglit 
it time to treat him as a declared enemy_ . 

In cOl1fequence of this refolution, captain Dalton on the 23d of 
December marched out of the city at ten o'clock at night, wit .... the 
greatefl: part of the Europeans. and Sepoys, to beat up his camp, 

• which extended under the northern wall of Seringham; but the re
gent himfelf with a confiderable guard remained within the pagoda. 
An artillery officer with three pieces of cannon was previoufly pofred\ 
Oll the fauthem bank of the Caved, oppofite the pagoda, with orders 
to create what ala rm he could by throwing tho,," into the place. as 
loon as he tbould hear the fife of the muiketry in the camp: the 
troops palfed the Caveri at Chuckly-pollam, and then croffing the 
iOand marched along the bank of the Coleroon, until they came 
within a quarter of a mile of the enemy's camp, when they halted 
in order to refreth themfelves, and to form for the attack: but 01\ 

the review it was fOWld that no lefs than 500 of the Sepays were ab
rent, having. as they afterwards affirmeeJ, inadvenenly miffed the 
line of march in the dark; however the reft not feeming to be dif ... 
couraged. it wu determined to proceed: they were divlded into two 
bodi .. , the firll marched' only four in frout, being de6gned to pene
Irate throu,h the camp,lirill, two to the right, and two to Ihe 1ef.; 

whilil 
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whilfi: the other, drawn up in a more compa£t manner, were ordered 1752. 
to halt as foon as they came amongft tne tents, and there remain as ~ 
a fupport to the 6rft party; who moving on, found the cnemy's ad .. 
vanced guard faft aneep, and ftabbing them with their bayonets, cD-
tered the camp without oppofition, and to the rjgbt and left began a .. . 
bri!k fire from fron t to rear. The alarm was iul1:antly fpread, .and 
produced (uch confternation, that nothing was heard but the thrieks 
of men wounded, and the outcries of others warning their friends 
to fly from the danger. The enemy, according to their [eofelefs 
cufiom, raifed a number of blue lights in the air, in order to difcover' 
the motions of the column, but thefe lights ferved much better to 
direCt the fi re againft: themfelves; in the mean time thofe within 
the pagoda m,nned the walls, bq,t refrained from firing for fear of 
killing their {WIl people in the camp, who in lefs than an hour were 
totally difperfed; and if the Englifh had brought wilh them ape. 
tard , they would probabJy have forced into the pagoda, and have 
finiihed the war by fecuring the perron of the regent. Every thing 
being now quiet, the Sepoys were permitted to take as many hOffes . 
as they could conveniently lead away; and marching foremoft out 
of th.e camp, were followed by the Europeans in good order j but 
by this time, the M yforeans within the pagoda, finding by the ex
tinCtion of the lights, that 110ne of their own 3l·my remained within • 
reach, bt"gatl to fire fmartly from the walls, and killed and wounded 
20 men, of whom {even were Europeans. 

The troops reached the city by day break, when they difcovered the 
enemy returning t<\ the ifiand, who immediately llruck all their tents,. 
and retired into the pagodlt. This fufficiently ihewed their panic; 
but neverthelefs it was evident that their continuance in tbe neigh .. 
bourhood would prevent the inhabitants from bringing in provifions, 
of which they began already to feel the want; captain Daltoil 
therefore.detennined to bombard-the pagoda, not doubting, that if 
he could drive the enemy out of it, their fears would deter them 
from encamping again within a night's march. With this view he 
fent half his force the following night acrofs the river, and diflodged 
them from a great choultry that /lands by the water fide, dir.cUr 

• oppofite, 
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175 1 • 'oppbfite tp tbe {OIJ.th.gate of Seringham ~ the ~uilding :vas 10? feet 
---." {quare, anp 30 higJ1 i a great number of Coolu~s were unmedmtely 

fet to work, aud belPre morning they inc10fed the choultry with a 
llrong e:utrepchmCllt. and Jikewife made a parapet with fand bags 
round the roof,.pn whi~h two field pieces were mounted. As it was 

' DOt doubted 'tbat the enemy would ma.ke an effort to recover a poll: 
,fo capabJe of molefring them, captain Dalton detcqnined to {upport 
j[ with the ren of hi~ force; tbe bed of the Caveri having at this 
time little or no water, he took pen over againft: the choultry, on the 
fouthern ballk o( the rivc_f; where a low wall ferved the party as a 
parapet ; who had with them four: field pieces, which might eaGly 
flank the cboultry, as tbe river i.n th is part was only 400 yards wide : 

, the enemy remained quiet until noon, when having fllfficiently in~ 
toxicated themfe1ves with opium, they began to {warm out in -great 
numbers ;.< but the field pieces kept tht"T'O for fome time at a djltanc~, 
every lhot- doing, execution. During the cannonade a party of the 
Nabou's Sepoys croffed, the rj v~r, and taking 'poCfeffion of a fm-all 
cboultry at a little diftance to the right of the~ other, began to lire 
from this uJ1tenable poll:; upon which a body of 300 Morattoe horfe 
gallpped upJ to attack them, but before they arrived tbe Sepoys took 
flight; feveral of them were cut t? pieces, and the rell: re-c;offing 

0::0 the river., Tan into the city ; the l\1orattoes, encouraged by this 
{uccers, now galloped up towards tho entrenchment of the great 
choultry, where they were fuifered to come fo near, that feveral of 
t heJ1l made ufe of their fabres ,acrofs the parapet before the troops 
within gave fire, which then began, and fecoll,ded by that of the 
four pieces of cannon on the other !ide of tbe river, klllcd and 
wounded a great number of men ,and horfes, and ()bligcd the enemy 
to retire ill confufion! in this innnnt an officer \lOadvifcdly took the 
rcfolution of quitting his polt, and pafTed the river, in order ' to give 
captain Dalton fOO'le information concerning,the tlniJtery: [Pine qf 
the foldiers feeing this, im:'tginecl that he went away through fear, and 
concluding that things were worre than appeared to them. followed 
hie examplc,:md ran out of the entrenchment; which the reft pcrceiv .. 
iIIg, a paoic fciud the whole, aDd they left. the.peft wilh tbe greRteft 
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precipitation, notwithfianduig they had the mUlute before given thl:ee 
huzzas, on the careat pf the Morattoes : a body of 3000 MyIore.. 
~oTfe, who were drawn up on the bank, immediately galloped ioto the 
~d. of.tbe river, and charging the fugitives wit}l fury, cut down the 
whole party e.~ce.pting IS men"~ fluthed with this fucceJS, they made 
a pull,tat cl\'ptain Daltou's divifio~ on the otqer fide. All thefe rno ... 
t ions l\lCceeded one another fo rapidly, that he had hardly time to 
put his men on th.ir guard; more efj>ecially as many of-them had 
caught the panic;, from having been fpectatora of ~he malTacre of their 
comrades : however fome. of tbe' bravefi: hearkelling to his exhorta· 
tious fiood nero by the artillery; their behaviour encouraged the_Se
poys, who made a 1't[ong fire fram behind the low wall in thoir fropt, 
whjch, accompanied by the grape-alOt of the foul' field pieces, {oon 
abated the ardour of the cn~my. and obliged them to retreat, Ieavi;lg 
forne horIt:s. whore riders fell within 20 yards of the muazles of the 
guns: captain Dalton then advanced a little way into the bed of the 
river! where he remained until he had callet1ed the dead and wounded. 
Not a. man who efcaped could give any r~afon why he quitted his 
poa, all of them acknowledging that at the time when they took 
fli ght only one man. in fhe entrenchment was wounded, and that· 
they ha.d hine barrels of ammunition. 

This difafier diminilhed the llrengtb of the garri fon near one balf, 
not by the number, but the quality of tIJc troops that were loft j for 
the killed :md difabled ",vere 70 Europeans, and 300 of the bell Se .. 
poys, together wjth the lieutenants ~¥ilkey and Crow ; who having 
endeavoured in vain to rally the Incn, gal lan tly determined to 11;ay 
in the.entrencbment, wbere they were cut down. No farther hopes 
therefore remained of dJiiving the regent out of Seringham ; , 011 the 
contrary, it became _l'lCCctll'aty for the garrifon, thus leifened, to give 
their whole attention10 the fccurity of the city; and all negotiations 
between the Nabob and- the regent being at an end, captain Dalton 
torned out the 700 Myforean s, fuffering them to retire peaceably 
with.rtheir arms and baggage: but be detained their commander Go 
pau~uzet the rcgeut's brother, permitting hitb. howevtr to keep fuel, 
domefticks as he thought proper. 

But 
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But left the enemy fhould imagine that he was totally difpirited" 
if he lhouJd remain inactive, captain Dalton den:rmined to make 
forne attempt, which, at the fame time that it might be executed 
without much J-jCquc, might make them believe he was frill in a 
capacity to act in the field. They haa a poll about four miles well 
ofTritchinopoly, at a pllgoda called Velore, wbere the guard pre
vented the country people from carrying provifions into the city. 
The pagoda had a ftrong llone wall, and they 'had cboaked up the 
great gate 'with mud, leaving at the bbttom a wicket, by which only 
one man . could enter at a time, and this they carefully thut every 
evening: 30 Europeans marched ill a dark night, and having con
cealed themfelves in a watercourfe neal' the gate, a ferjeant of artil
lery, carrying a barrel of gun powder with a long (auCage to itt wellt 
forward, and digging, placed the barrel under the wicket utlobferved, 
although the centinel was fitting at the .top of the gate fmging a 
Moorifit fang: the explofion not only brought down the mud.work. 
but alfa blew up the terrace of the gateway, with the guard afleep 011 

it, fo that the foldiers entered immediately without difficulty and 
having frefit ill their memory the laCs of their comrades at the chouI
try, put all tbe Myforeans tbey met to tbe fword. 

The regent, convinced by this exploit that famine would be the 
fureR means of reducing the garrifon, ordered a party of 100 harfe' 
to .!,ie on the. plain every l1ight, befween the city and the country 
of the Polygar Tondiman, from whence alone provifions were ob
tained: they fe.ized fame of the people bringing in rice, and accord .. 
ing to their ancient and barbarous cullom, cut off their 11ofes, and 
tent tbem thua mangled to Tritcbinopoly. This cruelty fuuck 
ruch a terror, that for fome days no one would venture to bring in 
fu.pplies! in order therefore to cllilodge this detachment, 400 men, 
Sepoy. and Europeans, with two 6cld pieces, marched in the even
ing and took polfeffion of the ground where they ufed to pafs the 
night; the enemy coming up {ome time after, did not dircovcr their 
danger hefore tbey received the fire of the troops, wbich imme
clialely put them to f11ght, Ind by their outcries it was imagined 
they IWf'cred conlidcnIbly. 

Whatever 
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. , 
Whatever might be their lor.. the furprize fun.k /Uch a terror. J ~ S •• 

that DO more fmall detachments could be prevailed OR to remain ~ 
within reach of the garriCon durwg the dark nights; and theic re~ 
fufal fuggefted to the regent the refolution of dividing bis force. and 

. of forming a confiderable camp between the city and Tondiman's 
country, whilft he remained with the tell: at Seringham. A multi-
tude of people fet to the work finifhed in . a few days an entrench-
ment, with a flout mud walt, at a place called Facqq.irc's To/'l, or 
the grove of the Facquire, fituated four miles to the fouth, and one 
to the weft of the city; after which 5000 borfe and 3000 foot, being' 
near.ly one half of the army, and the- beft troops in it, moved from 
the ifiand with their baggage, and pitched their tents within this 
fortification. The effeCl of this difpofition was Coon feverely felt; 
no more grain was brought to the market, the (hops were thut, and 
the inhabitants began to cry famine, whilll: the garrifon had the morti-
fication to perceive themfclves incapable of removing the diflrefs, be- .. 
iug, fincc the loCs at the choultry, too weak to cope with the enemy, 
in either of their c,amps. . 

Su.ch was the fituatiou of affairs at Tritchinopoly at the end, of 1753-
March 17}'3. In the mean time the junCtion of the Morattoes ena- ~ 
bled M r. Dupleix to make head againil: the Nabob in the Carn~tic, • 
and he had likcwife received the iat isfaCi'ion of heafing that h19 ally 
Salabad-jing had removed a molt dangerous competitor for the Sou: 
bah th ip, by the murder of his brother Gazi-o-din .Khan. 

This priuce ha"ing long rent befol'e him !Dany threats and ru .. 
mours of bis approach to the Decan~ at length marche:d from D elhi; 
and in the beginning of October r 751" ?ppeared before Aurcngabad ~ 
at the head of 150,000 men : at the' fame time, and by his inftigation, 
Balagerow and Ragogi BOllfola entered the province ofOol~colldah . 

with 100,000 Morattocs. Balagerow is known; and Rngogi Bon. 
fola we have fcen invading the Caruattc jn 1740, tell yearl before 
which he bad made conquefis and efiablifhed the Morattoe dominion 
in fome pairs of the province of Berar, from whence, in conjunaion 
with Balagerow, he invaded Bellgal ill 1744. Salabad-jing and Mr. 
BuffJ were at Gol-condah when they receivld intelligence of the ap-
proach of thefe armies. and immediately took the field wioh their ut_ .. , 

N n molt -, 
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1151. moA: force, arid at Boder,a very ll:rongand ~ieDt city 60 mifesnortb_ 
~ well: ofGoJ-condah, were met by the Morattoes. Meanwhile Gbazi~ 

o-din Khan entered Aureugabad without oppolition. He had brought 
with him from Delhi a French furgeon named De Volton, who bad 
long been principal phyfician to the Great !Ylogul. This mao, Ghazi-
9-din Khan" rent {oJ:ward to Pondicberry,l as an envoy empowered by 

• the Great ,Mogul to offer r.'lr. Dupleix many advantages, if he would 
withdraw the French troops from the fervice of Salabau-jing: and as 
a proof of this commiffion, De Velton was furniihed with a blank 
paper, to wb~ch the great feal of the empire was affixed. Salabad
jiog receiving intelligence of thefe intentions, fet abo~t ... to fruftrate 
tbem by a method which. could not fail of (uccefs, as it could not na. 
turally be [ufjx£tcd; for be ~ prevailed on his motber, who was at 
Aureogabad, to poi(o!) Ilis brother, who, however was not her fon ; 
which ilie· effeCled by fe11l1ing rum a plate of Viallals,~ prepared, as 
the too truly .!fured him, with her own haDd~ Ou his death the 
grca.t.eft part of l1is army returned to their homes; but (orne joined 
the Morattoes at Beeler. . 

Wbatloever aJlP~ehenfiohs Salabad-jing might have, that Scbe
abcddin the fon of Ghazi·o--dio Khan at Delhi, would obtai~l the 

'"' Soubahfhip Qf the D.ecant and revenge the murder of his father; lie 
affected to fear nothing from him, either as an eoem): or a competi. 
tor: aDd aiferting with more confidence than ever, that he himfelf 
was the real Soubah, Cent, immediately 011 Ghazi-o-din Khau's death, 
lID etnbatTador of his own tb Pondicherry, who lifewife pretended to 
come from the great Mogul, with a patent, as Salabad-jiog bad pr().. 
mifed, confirming Mr. Dupleix NabolJ of the countries to the fouth 
of the KriftoL The man was received with great pomp and refpett. 
aad the patent publilbcd throughout the province with much ollen .. 
Wion. 

But fUll this titl., (peci.,... as it might be, furnilhed Mr. Duplei" 
with DO [DODeY. whict) ill tile wars of lndoihm is of more fcr\'lce 
tben "'1 litle what~r; for tbe revellues which Salabad-jiug re
CIIited at Aurengabad were "OIItiDually exhaulled by the great army 
be __ obliged to mainllaiu, ..... Ibe cbarge of Mr. Duffy'. troopo 
.s-~to 400,000 poIIDIIaa year. The difuef. waa as great at 
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Book IV. HUT.o." O. T8. CA&NATre. _ , 175 

Pondicherry I for although many chieli in the Camatic bad without '7S2' 
compuJJioncolltributed tofupport,tbe caufC of Chunda-18bebduring hi, -
life, their zeal ceafed at his death, from their fcofe of tbe incapacity 
of his fOil Raja.Caheb,litt,le qualified to profccute a contell in w/licll a 
man of his father's abilities had perifhed : and in this time 0' awux:hy 
and cOllfufion, whilfi the authodty!rnoone extended farther than ru, 
{word could reach, every cruef refervcd for himfelf whatever revenUCS 
he couLd collect So that no~with1bu,lc.li!lg Mr. Duplcix's title was ac
knowledged by all who did not with well to Mahomed-ally, his power 
was confined to the d.i!l::riCl:s which lie between Pondicherry aDd ein .. 
gee, and thefe did l\Ot furniih more than Ser,ooo pounds a year: at 
the fame time the French company, milled by his replcfentatiOlls, 
fent out ~ more money than was llecelfary for their commerce, and 
with pofitive orders that it thould Dot be employed to any other pur-
I'0fe. TheCe difadvalltages would probably. have reduced the French 
fO ccafe hofrilitics after the capture at Seringham, had not Mr. DuO: 
pleix bten endowed (and this at lean: is much to his hODour) with a 
perfeverauce, that even fuperfeded his regard to his own fortune, of 
which be had at that time difuurfeQ 140,000 pounds, and be conti ... 
nued"with the fame Spirit to fumiih more; but as this refource could 
not laft long, aud as the {lender capacity of Raja-fahcb rendered bjm • 
rather a burthen than a fuppart to the caufe,. he determined to make 
him relinquifh 'the title of Nabob, and to give it to (ome other-perfon, 
from whore wealth, ability, and connexian, he might reafonably ex
pea~conftderable r~{ources far carrying all the war. Tbe man he 
pitched upon was Mortiz-ally Khan of Velore, to wham he difplayed 
all the commiffions he had received fram Salabat-jing, and diCcovcred 
the fiate of his negotiatioos with the Morattoes, and My(oreaus. The 
Phoufdar, Cenfil>le that there could not be much rilk in taking part 
with fuch an apparellt fuperiority,accepted the prapofal, levied troops. 
and reColved to go to Pondicherry, as Coon as the journey might be 
undertaken without danger. In the mean tiDle 50 Europeans were 
fent from Pandicherry to Ve1ore, and with their affifiallce be forDled. 
a con!piracy with the French prifoners ill the fort of Arcoc. yvbo 
were to rife and overpower the EnglUh garri{an,. whicb they greatly 
outnumbered; but a iufpicion of this treachery was luckily cnter_ 

N n ~ taineci 
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175Z• tained-in time to pre\'mt the {u:ece(s of it, and the prifoners were 
......, removed in tl,e latter end of December to Chinglapett. Thus ended 

the )'t'flT J 7 S2 in the Carnatic. 
'753. On the 3d of January '753, the French, coofifting of 500 Euro· 
rJ peans, ",pa trocp of 60 hprfe, tOKether with .000 Sepoys, and 4000 

l)1orattoes under tbe command 8t Morarj-row, marched from Val .. 
dore, and entrenched on the banks of the river Pannar, in fight of 
Trivadi: "pon wb,ich Major Lawrence, with the Nabob, r'tumed 
from FOrt St. David to their form .. encampment at that place. Their 
force cqnfUled of 700 Europeans, .000 Sepoys, ana J 500 daft.rdly 
borfe belongu;g to the Nabob. On tbe 9th the Morattoes, fu.!'ported 
\ry'two compaoies of TopaCfes in theif own pay, advanced with three 
field pieces, and began to c;'.nnonade the village of Trivadi., The bat
talion was i~mediately under ~rm3, anJ llie grenadiers, with fome 
Sepoy-s, were ordered to attack their guns, which they got poJfeffion 
of before tbe enemy had time to. 61'e'11 fecoud rOilnd: the A1o"rattoes 
frill remaining on the plain, Major Lawrence followed them two 
mil .. towards their camp, nnd having as he tbought (ufficielltly dif· 
perfed them with his field pieces, prepared to return, witeu they came 
galloping up again furioufiy on all fides, a.nd furrounded him. • The 

• f' fuldiers preferved their fue till every thot -did execution, and the ar-
tillery men behaving with the fame calmnefs and refolution foon beat 
them off, with the 10(s of 100 men killed. !\1ol'ari-row,on his return 
to the camp reproached the French for their 'Cowardice, in not having 
fupported him j'n the manner that had been concerted between them. 
He continued however with great aClivity to difrrefs their enemies, by 
finding out parties, whkh prevented the country people from bring
jng provifionrto the Englith camp: and 'this obliged Major Lawrcllce, 
,when in want, to march with his whole force, and efcort his fupplies 
from Fort St. David. Thefe marches were exceffively fatiguing, and 
might bave been dangeroll', hid the French bebaved witb the fame 
oaivity and fpirit as the Morattoeo, wh,\never failed to be on the 
rcJId harnolfmg, and fomelimeo ehargin.g, the lin. of march: on the 
s8th eI January, in porricoolar, tl?ey accompanied the battalion the 
.. bole ... y fmn Tri.adi'to Fort St. pavid: but difpirited by the IoIit 
of 300 of their borfes, wbich wen: killed II,- tho field pieces ir! doe 
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ditrtrent Ikinnilheo of the day, they did not venture to att.ck the 1753. 
troops as they WCTe returning to the camp with the convoy. ""'""'-' 

Supported as the French were by this excellent cavalry, they might 
• without much rifque have ventured on a general engagement; but< 
1\1r. Dupleix, whofe eye was always on Tdtchinopoly, determined to ...:. 
prorraCl tue war on the fea C03.ft as long as poffible, that the Myra-
TeallS might not be interrppted from blocka'ding the city. Ht;: there-
fore ordered his troops on the Palmar to aet inti rely 011 the defenfive, 
and to firengthen their ent renchments: , hieb, with the ufual dex ..... , 
terity of that nahon in works of tm, kind, were foon compleaterl antI 
rendered little inferior to the defences of a regular fort refs. Th~ 
Englilh prefidency, ft:nfible of the great rifque of ilorming fuch works 
without a fufficient body of nOTre to cover the Ranks of their infantry 
during the attack, follicited the king of TanJore to fend hiil cavalry 
to their affiftance: he, promiled fair, and a detachment qf Europeans> 
with two lield pieclS marched from Trivadi to favour the junClioq; -'" 
but they had 'not proceeded far, before they heard that the king bad' ... 
recalled his troops to Lhe capital,·ort a report that the Morattoes in-
tended to enter his country. .. 
• Difappointed of th is affillance, Major Lawrence was obliged to re
main inaClive in his camp, contemplating every day the iitU3tioll of the~ 
e"llemy, which he had in fight, and fretling at his incapacity to attack • 
them. The Morattoes jn the mean. time were not idle; their parties 

' were [een now at Trinomalee, then at Arcot, then at C(hillambrum, 
that is, in every part of the province between the river Patine, aud tile 
Coleraan. In the -middle of February, one of their detachments ap
peared, flourilhing their (abres, and caracolling \vjthil) muCket fhot of 
Chimundelum, the weftent redoubt of the Lmund_-hedge of St. David: 
the,ir infolellce irritated the guard, and the ferjeant, a brave but bluu
tlering man, thinking this an opportuuity of diftTngaifuing himfc1f 
and of getting promotion, marched into the plain with his whole 
force, 25 Europeans, and 50 Sepoxs. The enemy refreated, un61 
the party was advanced half a mile from the redoubt; when they 
turned on a rudden, and galloping UI) fur rounded them in a.n irl-. 
flant ; the ferjeant, not doubting that the . fidl: fire would difpe.fe 

them, 

• 
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J 753. them, gave it in a general voUy, which did (ome execution ; but bci>rc. 
~ the troops could load again, the Morattoes charged tbem impetuou{1y 

{word jn hand, broke the rank, anti every horfeman fingling out Ii 
particular man, cut them all to pieces. InaCtivity or retreat in war. 
is never jn Indoil:all imputed to prudence or firatagem, and the fide 
~bich cea(es to gain fuccelfes is generally fuppofed to be on the brink 
of ruin. Such \vere the notions entertained of the army at Trivadi, 
and they were indufirioufiy propagated by Mr. Dupleix, in order to. 
~ncourago his new ally Mortiz.ally to fet up his frandard in the pro· 
vince. The Phoufdar with bis ufual caution firn encamped without 
Velcre, then advanced fomewbat farther, and at laft, affured by the 
Morattoes' that they would cover his march, ventured to proceed to 
Pondicherry, where, OJ] furnilhing 50,000 pounds for the expenees. 
of the war, he was with great ceremony and public rejoicings pro_ 
claimed Nabob of [Le Carnatie. 

• 

r 

But the (atisfacl"ion he might receive from thii exaltation did not 
Jaft long. It was propofed that he lhould begin by imitating the 
conduCt of Chl\nda-lioheb, and appoar at the head of the army: thi~ 
hi's nature abhorred. On fettling the terms o~ his regency, fo much. 
affitlance in money alld troops was expeCted from him, and to little 
power or advantage ·otfered in return,. that he found the Nabobfhip. 

• ~eld on {uch conditions, would be of lefs value than the iode
pendant poffeffion of his government of V dare. At the fam e lime. 
{ufpetting what he hil"fdf would infallibly have done in a fimihu: 
cafe, he was terrified with the notion that Mr. Dupleix would keep
him a prifoner at Pondicherry, if he difeovered bts ~verfion to have. 
any farther eonnexion with him: thefe fentimcnts did not e(cape the 
lOgacity of Mr. Dupleix; but he had too much good fenfc, not to foe. 
that ruch a breach of faith would probaWy determine the enemies o£ 
Mahomed-ally to make their peace 00 any terms with- that prince •. 
He tberc:fore confented to Moniz-ally's. return, who promifing to> 

JUte war in the country about Areot,.left POlldichcrry in the eud of 
Marcb, convinced for the lirn time in his life, that he had met with 
a IIlOre cu .... ing man than bimfdf. 

Ja !he mClll time, nO,military o~iQIII patred, e'ltcepting the 
lkirmiJb ... 
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fkirmilhes oflhe Moraltoe. with Ihe Engl:th battalion, during three '753. 
or four marches, which they were obliged to make, in order to ereort ~ 
tbeir provillons from Fort St. David. The French were not to be in .. 
ticed out. of their entrenchments; and Major Lawrence, feeing no 
other method 'Of fhiking a decifive blow, determined to .aorm their 

~ camp. The prcfidency feconded this refolution, by feuding 2 00 Eu .. 
ropeans, of which 100 were :I. company of Swifs lately arrive{.l from 
Bengal, to Fort St. D~vid; where the battalion joined them; and 
the whole, with a large convoy of provifions, fet out for the camp, on I '" 

. the firfi of Apl'il. The whole body of the Morattoes were waiting 
for them in fight of the bound.hedge; and behaved this day with 
moro aCtivity than ever, rarely removing out of cannon thot, and gal ... 
loping up whenever the incumbrances of the baggage dj(united the 
line of marer., and left intervals open to their attacks. Thus can .. 
tinually threatened, and often affaulted, the convoy advanced very 
flowly. Th e weather was exeeffivc hot, and (everal men fell dead 
,,;ith the heat; fatigue, and the w'aut bf water. \Vhcn. withiu three 
miles ofTrivadi, the Morattoes made a genera.l and vigorous ~harge, _ 

P- (urrounding the front of the line, and were with difficulty repulfed ; 
many 'Of thel r horfes fell within a few yards of the fieJd pieces, and. 
amongO: the flain was Bazinrow, Morari~row 's nephew, the fame who • 
came to captain Clive's affinance, after the liege of Arcot. His death 
damped their ardour, and they retreated to a diftauce. But the worK 
of the day was not yet over; for the troops cOlltinui,lg their march, 
difcovered within ~ mile of Trivadi , the French troops and Sepo)'s 
drawn up on their right: the convoy happened lUCkily to march on 
<he left along the bank of the river Gandelu. The two battalions 
advanced againfi each other cannonading, uutil the French coming 
to a holIow~ \Vay, halted on the oppofite fide, tmagining that the Eng .. 
lifh would not venture to pars i[ under the di(advantage of being ex .. 
pored to t]:lei r fire ; but Major Lawrence ordered the Sepoys and ar ... 
tillery to halt and defend the COllVOY againfi the Morattoes, ll:m hover .. 
ing about, and pulhed on brifkly witb tbe main body of Europeans 
""rol3 tbe ",lIow way: the enemy, who ."P"Cled to find the En.lith _ 0 

fatigued with a long and harraffing march: were fo ftartled at the 
vivacity of this motion, that they only flayed to give one fire, and t~eQ " 

fan 
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ran away with the utQ'loa precipitaCioD, leaving the Englia. to /With 
their march without farther moldlation. As" foon as the troops were 
recovered from their fatigue, Major Lawrence approached Dearer the 
enemy's camp, within a mile of whicll they had an advaJ;lced partY9 
at the vil1agc of.Caryamungalum; the grenadiers arid J 00 men of the 
bartalion were ordered to attack this pofi, and foon get poCfeiUon of 
jt; after which a battery of two eighteen pounders was ereCted againfr 
their entrenchments, at the diO:ance of 700 yards :. it was not before 
this time that the Englifu perfe£tly diICovered the ftrength of their 
works, which coalified of a rampart cannon proof, with redoubts at 
proper difianccs, a broad and deep ditch, and a. good glacis, defended 
!Jy 30 pieces of cannon. The battery fired for fome time, but made 
uo impref1on, and the dit1iculty of getting provifions increafing with 
the difrance from St. David, it was thought proper to defifr from the 
attempt, and the army returned to Trivadi. ' 

In the mean time, the Morattoes were indefatigable, and being 
joined by a fmaLl party from PODdichCTry, furprized a fort near 
ChiUambrum, called Bon.gerry, from whence Fort St. David drew 
large: fupplies of grain ;"captain Kilpatrick marched. with a deta~h
ment to retake the place; and upon his approach they abandoned 

• it in the night. . . . 
Three months inetretlually employed to bring the enemy to a gefie. 

rat engagement, convillcec.ll\lajor La .. "rencc of the neccffity of alter ... 
jog his plan of operations. 1 Ie confulted with the NabolJ on re .. 
moving the war td fome other part of the country, in order to draw 
tbe French battalion from thei r prefcnt imJ>regnable fituation ; but 
it was not eary to determine where they {houJd carry their arms j and 
\1'hilll they were deliberating 011 the choice, fudde)l and unexpeCted 
pew. from TritchinopqJy re/Olved the difficulty, and left them with
out an option. 

Captain Daltoo, forefecing the cIiIlrelfcs to which Ibe city would be 
reduced after the ~at of hi. P,Orty at the Cboultry, had otien, quef
tioned Kiroodin Khan the gover_. on tbe qUIIPtity of provifions 
be bad iso !lore I who o1ways alrurod lUlU. witb great confidence. that 
he bad IUjIiclont to CuppIJ the garrijim for fwr "IQIlths. For 10m. 
• '"'" 



~1~ r~~~~~~~~~2 but os foon II bis 
fuppliet wen> Sepoys, wLiob 
into Tondim",,'" ",,,ulti'y, "'" able to get beet. 1 .... 
tion captain Dalton in61led "II examining the magazine .. WhICD, ,,,I~ij' 
great furprize Kiroodin Kban informed him tbat he bad taileD. 'all" 
V1U\tage of the fcarcitYt to fell out the IJroviflOns to the inhabitants at 

-a high price, not do"bring but that opportunities of replaci.ng them 
would ofl'er. and ~kn""ledJed ,hal the frO!'k re maini"g was 110 1V0re 
thall fullieicut for fifteen d&yt: hi which time the arm y at T rivadi 
could hardly recei~ die new •• and marcb to, the relief of Iha 9'1. 
Expotlnlalions were vain, for the mifcbief WIIS rcal; aq",gprcIi 
watthercforc fellt with this al&nrling illtelligence to • La~ 
who received it at ten at night, the 20th of April, and iq1laRtfy ;m,.;a 
.".ders for the rroopslo be in roocIinefs 10 march by day-brC2k ;. wbal, 
leaving a garriCon of 'So Europefns, and 500 Sepoy .. at l'riv.;. 

. the roll proceeded to Fort St. David, ill order to coHea tbe necell'ary 
{applies of military frores. 

The want of horfe having hitherto been tbe principal ob/laclc to 
the progrc& of the Nabob', affair., it was determined 
to the king of Tanjore, and in order to,encouragct or if to 
awe him into a compliance, it was re(Qlved to proceed to 
poly, through hi. dominions. The army on the ud of ApIi1 
uy Chillambrum, and II fool1 as they crotrcd the Coleroon, 
deputed Suctojee, his prime minifter, to compliment tbe 
major Lawrence; and.ben they were arrived at C.",clritI!'.· f,miaill~ 
from the capital, he de6red an interview, and met 
one of Iiis' gardens, w here he appoarecl in 
by 3000 borfe, and .. ,,, e1~tI in 
convinced that it was -n1Dietcfr to 
orders to IIi. borfe with hinl to 
next day, after ..., left 
howner, to return Very 

• Duriugtbisintel'qleaplaiarDilIllk,uh!ot\Ilia:iQatI 
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'1Ji. aopoIy. The enemy" troopr at the FIcqUin'w T4jIII w- eGn\ • 
..."." manded by Virana, the fame geuetal wlw IiIII die • vi- the ...... y. 

",ben the Myror.an. firft joined the ~ dlibcbllleDt at Kiftn.
varam, where captain Dalton had 11ft opportwtiey of dlbwl!ring the 
little rc:ach of his military capacity. and knowing bim to be • very 
,imorou. man, particularly in the night, he did not doubt that if 
frequent alarms were given to the cam~ the M yforean would, out of 
regard to hio own ~ty. fend 00 more detachments abroad to in
kft:ept provilion~ coming to tbe city. For this purpofe be ereaed a 
tWoubt, within nmdom cannon Ibot of the enemy" c:unp, but much _er to tb~ city; and when thl.)lOft was well k:cured. and two 
pieces of heavy cannon mounted on it, the guard frequently advanced 
with two field pieces, and fired into the, camp ; in the day time taking 
care to return to the redoubt, as foon as the enemy began to move, 
which they wero apl" ~d of by "goal. from the rock in T.itchi

but is the night theyprocceded Mrb lef; cautiah, an<ladv.nced. 
to tru-- grape Ihot,jnto tbe camp. tbe Myforean. never 

'VOIItIIring to fend out '. ' detachment to cut olf their retreat. 
i:olCOl""lged by this proof of their imbecillity. the party, \lIlder.ikvOllr 

• ... very dark night. approached the 'Slh of April mucb neare,', and. 
iJed 30 rounds of grape /har into the camp, from eacb of the lield 
piece.: which created no fmall confufion, as appea,.edby the numbe. 

_ .r lights !he enemy <aifed, and the great uproar they made : next day 
the paoty bad kare. recom_need their fire from\rhe ufual liatioo, 
beibre the, perceived the enemy decamping in a great hurry; but 
~ng dUe to be • feint to draw Ihem near ... in order to cut olf 
\licit , •• eat, !bey continued llring very brifkl, without aJlvaneing:, 
liIId befoI'C IIOOICl the enemy ftrne ... .J1 th.ir klltts, and abandoned the 
..... wlii~h die party then ""'" pCIITeIIIon of, and fouIld in it a large 

M rice a.MI, other proviJlone,.1I8 0110 fl:veral )Vounded men, 
tba~tbeean-.!tof tbe J'!f"eding night having 

hl1es. had ftruok Vinma 
he fttn4-the riA: of .n«her 

'fff "'e ClI'\'eri fWo or 
<If majo ... 

La 
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La~, .. ,tI .. lao juiDeII tbeJlllllofthc M~ at Seri.asljam, ~ 
. and the_try poapIe ........ """'10 Mlag ~ mto the 

city. . 
On tbe 6th of May, the major arriml in Jight of T ritchiooJlllly. 

and CAtered the city without meeting any imerruption; "'" po_ iii 
tbe Myforean; pre("",ed to appear on tbe pI.u.: the num" ... of lbe 
battalion was greatly diminiihed during the march. which was per
formed at the lelting in of the land wiods, when they blow with 
the greatcA. heat and violence; befides fevcral who dies! 0J1 the 
road, and others .who were fent back fICk to Fort St. David, and 
Devi CoIah, '00 men unlit for duty were caaied into the hoCpital 
at Tritcbinopoly on tbe day of their arrival: man' had likcwilC 
d.ferted; particularly of tbe Swiu,of whom a ierjeant an4 '5 _ 
went oIf in one d~y: Ii> that the whole, including what the guri/On 
or Tritchinopoly co.uld tpan: for th. 6.ld, amounted, wheQ mu1lcrc4. 
to no mon: than 500 "European., who with .000 Scppys, and 3000 
horfe in the Nabob's krvice, comwfed tbe army. 

As foon as Mr. Duplei" was certain what rout they had taken, ~ 
&tad>pi 200 European., and 500 Sepoys, witb four field picee., 
from the camp near Trivadi; who marching by the road of Ver .. 
<iachelum, Volcondah and Vtatoor, joiaed the MylDrealls at 5o,",g- • 
ham, the day after the Englilh arrived at TritcbinQPoly. 

Major Lowrence having' allowed the men three d.,. to rc&e6a 
tbemfelves, determined on the loth of May to palS over into tbc 
ill.nel, aod otTer the enemy battle, which if they <leelined, he re
wived to bombard Seringham, and cannonade their camp: tbe Na
bob's cavalry, difcoutentcd for want of pay, refufed to tab auy awe 
in the aClion. The battalion and Sepoy. therefore proceeiled witb.
out them, and fetting out at three in the morning ill two divifions, 
arrived at fix at Moob Chellilloor, a village four miles )Veft of tba 
city, over agninft the head of the ifland. A large body of horlio ~ 
foot, drawn up on the oppoft .. fide, leemed determined to ~ 
the pafs, but were foon dif~ by the fir/! diviflOn, and ",bilft !bit 
leeond was croffing 'hey re,reacod towards the pagoda, "-w","""" 

• the Myforearu; DO fooner difcovered tbe KngUll forrning on !be iIJaocI. 
002 ~ 
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diIIII t1,.y {warmed out in gTqt b~ iUId 1tiiift_~. tat ".1 
the Moranoes undrr the c<>mma..a""iJf' 1IIUM ~\:" 
Of a great rate, and making a refo~ge on tKi tit. , -
where a body of Sepoyo "'"re poftlIiIi II .. t1ittough them lWord in 
hand; but the Sepoy. feeing tbreo p1atooos ~ Europqtn. 1Idnncing 
10 their fupport, bebirYed with fpirit, and rectWering- the;,- ground, 

. ke,pt IIJ' a bart Ijr. which w.. • ltvere flaughter repulfed the 
..". w1lo- awIe ... Oft ~ retreat towlrck the pagoda, 
~ to the th of 10tr pieces of cannon, eight of .. bieh were 
JIiol pieeeo whieb accompanied .be troops, and "'0 eighteen ponn.
krt which captain Dalton had fent to the bank of the riVer. By. 
this time Mr. 1I.ftrnc, with the French troops and Sepoy. marched' 
up, and lodging the greateft pan of them-in- a watel' _"', wbere 
they were cft"eauall:' lhcltm"ed, place .... his- catUlQl1) (our Held pieces, on 
an eminence, &om whence they madt: a brifit fire. 'Phey were an-

o 

lWered by the Eoglilh artillery; but as it was nut thought prudent to 
mal!e • pu1b at the water eourlt,;,at tho rifque of being fallen upO!> 
..., itch numbers of ..cavalry"1llt c01"ercd the p1ain, major .Lawrence, 
.to ",""",o-hi. main bedf from th.-enemy'. cannonade, orde"",, them 
to-tHe '/helter behiDd a hanle, (0 that tbe fight was maintained only 
by tbe artiu"ry UBti~ noon, wben a party of the enemy's Sepoys, with' 
10mc TopalI' ... took po/Telf1Oll of a I..-ge choultry 10 the left of th",
Xngli1h line, which tbey beson to incommode with the fire of tbeir 
m..a.,uy; upon-libis the company of.lIrenadien, with a clct •• hmell~ 
of.,i" under the command of c.ptam· PoIi«, 'Wer. ordered to dif. 

tlf ; wbicb-t.rvice the grenadinrs elfe8ed with great re-
..,imated' by tbeir foccof .. pnrfued the fugitives until 

Ilaa1c of lib. wuer courfe, where the mai •• 
troopo w .. _led; wbo, on ledng t~ dange, 

prepoued t9" ret,..." and were aaually on tho 
t .. ~of· lield w hen captain Polier. 

thenceceold 
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eo til. "'~_iils" ~.,,~ __ ~hiJll only 10 dif. 
lodge the .rIeID'f~ dw "".10', hO woaLfil'i,;c been culPa"lc • 
had be potbed /lie {ua:eu fiIrtber uhout a fubfequ.llt older; wbith 
the major" h ... no naIOo to feild, .. from tbe 6tuation.lac ..... iB. he 
could not difcover the diftrelS of th .. enemy. On the relNat 6f the 
grehadie .... the French .g..;o took poffeftion of the water courfe, .tid 
renewed the cannonade, which la1l:ed till the evening, when the want 
of proviCioos, as well as the exce6ive fatigue which the Englifh tropp' 
had tlndeTgonc, obliged tbem to repa!s the river, and return to Tritchi
nopoly; where tbey arrivetl ar 10 at night, having without intermiffion 
been employed 20 hO\ll~ either in match or aClion. The ~ they 
fullained was much Icfs than might have been e"JlCCled, frOID the 
/ire to whiCb they had been cxpofed; tor only three officers were 
lVOUodl!d. .ad two with four pri"ate men and a k .... Sepoy. killed. 

The ope"'tion. of rbi, day d!~wed that the French troops were 
corqmanded by an abler oIIieer rhan any who hat! yel appeared at 
tbeir head; and little hopes tc:ttlaining of diOodgillg the Myfore. D' 
from the pagoda. major Lawrence gave his whole attention to the 
meaj>& of IUI,plying the city with proviJions. For this purpofe the 
army marched into the plain, and encamped· at the Facquire"s TQjn.", 
within the entrenchment which Virana the Myrore general bad Iatelf ' 
abandoned, where they lay conveniently for proteCtjng the convoys 
coming from Tondiman'. country; pmpcr agents, fupparted by a de .. 
tachment of troops, were fent to purchafe grain,. and at the 18.me 
time the King of ;['l\11jore W1IS requefted to colleCl alld fend lbppliu. 
But the Myforeau was not wanting to counteratl thefe m~rcs;. 
he kept au agent both at Tanjore, and with Tondhnal1t who ttpre
tented, tbat if Tritchinopoly ihould once be I,ro,ided- with a con
fiderab'e ftock of »,o .. i600. , it was lIot to be doubted but that tile 
'abob and the Englid! would' immediately carry 'heir anne p 

into the Camatic, leav)ug their al~ .. expofed to the jIIB relOn't_t 
of the regent. who would not fail to take the fevereft ",.~i'or 
the fervice they had rendeRd his enemies. This rcafonin, "'. weIJ 
adapted to the geniu8 of thof. 10 whom it was acldrelfecl; Ibr tho 
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1DrIias1S, never intfue'lccd b! ~bc priP<:ip1c of ... IIvm~ 
do not expet! to meet with II mothers i and ~ • til." • 
have "':tined their ends. to pay no regard to $he pf4IDiCa tbey have 
m.de~ they gave little credit to mllior LaWI'CDCC whee he.~W"e<I 
them tlla' he would ~cr remove froro Tritchinopo1y, before he 
bad provided for the Cafety of ~r collDtrin. or did' tbe MY!QI· .... 
n'glet! to employ the refoorce of lIIonoy to alienate there precarious 
allies: in TOlldima$ COlll'tI'J.he btihed tbe chiefs Bud officen of 
fud> cliftrifu ~ l.y coDvenieDt £or furnilhiD& palviflOus i and ~t Tao
jQJ:f pjn~ over to his intcrell the prime millifter Succojee, who.iD
lira, ruled tbe Killg his mafter i bowever the King, uot wholly un
f..d'~, of 'he canfequences, if th, Englilh fartWlG lhould change 
again, palliated his refutal with fpeeious pret""l', and wrote to the 
prefldency that ,he etaemy's detachments had already done miCchief 
to the amount of 100,000 pounds in his country, where the harveil:: 
WU DOW cqming em, but that as foou as it w .. gathered he would 
1101' IiIiI to give tI!aa all the aIIi,illU>CC i .. hia power: t his pretended 
+..bid IV@' .. 0 more tlun what 1II1 other parts of the cow,try had 
Ii Sne41rom the Morattoe .. who in their pr~ry excurfians /Dade 
_oIiftinaion bet ...... the tCQ'itor~ of f'lWlda and foes. ~ 

Thu., Dotwithftaruling no prudent _afure was negleited, the 
fullples received were 10 far from being (ullieient to ftock the 
.JQIIUines, Ibat it was witb difficulty, enough was procured for 
:Iuo i1nm~te confumptign of the army aocl garrifan. In this 
Ii~ major La .. rence was obligod to remai,n for. five weeks, 
wilhqilt hlwing all opportunity of aaing againl\ ~ eAemy. wbo 

~!'::Z tlot to e"l'of. themfolves, until thq were reinforced 
Ii 1ioI.-'l. . 
~ ~ in thia part of t~ c:G\IIIb'y quitted their 011-

CIIl "" fame day tbat the ml\iPr _GJu,d frqm Fort lit. 
atlacl!al 

U. oIIicer, 
~ 4IJI after they r_",pI 

dJIIa~l\Ilt of 60 Earo
~ f-ai,~ the • 

• 

, 



.... nr. ..HrU'o.~ or .... CA. "'He. 
';11., .... -ttRt UlIhIIif ..... iDari:hed oat inlO the plain: the '753, -M ............ 110 _ ill ~ _itlng Iior filch '*" ~CUllit)' of 
-JI1ing t......,l ...... iaAu&tJ~l'fq!JDdcd the party. aad clwting 
with great ivy, IOIINd tIiiem. ond cat CVI'I'Y niIn to pic:ceo. nil 
lotS difabliog the garrUOn fraI'O making any more Gilli.., tbe Freqi:h 
took poll'effion of the village • .....a..d • battery, and ellQllonadcd the 
fort. The troops withiD were ftiU fuflieieDt to bave made a good de
fence; but a mutiny arole, and the lenity of the tommanding officer',· 
temper, not permitting him to fee the neceffity of makihg fevere
examples in tbe begintting, the men, no Iovager controulable, got
poffeffion of the arrack, and mad with liquor, obliged him toppi
tulate~ and were made prifoners of wlr : this mitfonune aJfe&ed ClIp
lain Chace 0 fenfibly, tbat it threw him into a fever, of wruch he
died foon after at POlldieherry. At the (ame time It tletac:hDl~ ot 
Morattoes, with (ome European., appeared before Chillambrum, 
where the Englilb ' kept ,ferjeant with. few artillery.men; Who 
difco\'ering that the governor was plotting to deliver them up to the 
enemy, marched away in the night to Devi COlah. Nor was the Jof,. 
of t~ere places and their dependencies the only detriment which 'the 
Nabob's affairs had {uftained in tbeCarnatic ~ for a number of petty 
commanders, foldiers of fortune, lCt up their /landards, and pretend- • 
ing 10 be anthorized by Mr. Dupleix and Morari.row, levied contri
butions...nd committed violences in all parts of the country. Even 
Moniz-all, bearing tOOn after his return to Velore that the ~ 
d"HI not venture to.attack the Frel')C,h entrenchmeots at Trivadi,:'IM 
that Tritehitlopoly was hard prcll'ed by the Myforeans, took courage. 
OUld entertaining thoaghts of afferril)g the title which fro DaJSleix 
hali conferred upon him, ordered his troops to commit hoAilities in. 
Ibe neishboorhood n..... Areot. His force conflftcd of 50 Euro
peans, witiJ three pieces of cannon, who ac~Qmpanied him from Poe .. 
<Iicherry, aod 2000 Sepoys, 1500 horre, and soo matcblock Peom. 
bis _0 troop.. ~ pmndUcd all the villages lying near tIm.,lty 
without _ing any 'ltternlption; for Alsdullwahal> Khan;, 6ie N.~ 
1101>'. brother. and lieutenant in tbe p.....mce, an ind<llel.t Wool 

• man, diOipakd in hi. p1ea1Ures and upon 111. {avour_ melt olth. 
JDOBies be co\1e&d, .od gave no lltleabnn to the maintainitlg of & 

competent 
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't153- coml"'''''' force '0 fupport his authoril,; elIC!III,Iap 101 H>4l1q1li-
........ gene., Morti,,".II), threatMed to attlK'k .... of rcot itIi=I~ Rf 

"'hich .the prcfidel1cy receivillg intclJjg ... ~ "cPIRiIP&nd .. 
;lIg offit;cr Ilf the (ort to joilJ the Nabob', troops wil:b AI maoy Eu. 
TOpe.ns os could prudently be fpared £rom Ibe ganifon, aocl attack 
Ihe enemy in the field. Abdullwabah, alanned r", his owu IOcuri,,'. 
wi,h fome Jifliclllty got together Soo ~ys, 1cxX, horf. Ind 5~0 
I'co .... all of tbem d" ''''1 woril: tfOOl" iAlhc )>cQ,illce; Ihey were 
~.ntIetI by another of the 1'Iabob'a brothers N ..... bulla, a mall 
.... ,Iy of !he fame chara&r as Abdull ... hab. This foree, joined by 
40 JWropeans, .00 Englilb Sepoy., with two field pieces under the 
rommand of enfign Jofeph SaUth, marched out of'he city olllhe .lil 
of Al'ri~ alld when half-way to Velore difcovered tho. Phoufdar', 
army drawn up 3C1(){3 tbe road, their r;,ight the1tered by the hills. It 
'us with great relua.nee that Nazeabulla Khau could be prevailc<l 
upon to attack them,although it was evi4ent they would fall on him, 
as f""" aa be oll'el&<! to totrC1lt· ""figll Smith began a ca,ulOnadc, 
and tiro •• tlte Fl'\'nch ~\ r+PIea rrOjl) their guns, bU1 a party uf 
c:.:.mu.~ SCI,,},' ... ai\l~ned themfelves with much more refo-

behind a bank, aq4 in lCyeraJ attempts that were ma~e to 
• Jlrivl:!hem from it, mol! of Ibe togli/h Sepoys were lol!. The 
~,., cav~lrl feeing this, at,tacked the teuropeans, but wer .. re
puJJCd \>y Ibe grapc /hot; 011 .. hil:h tbey pu/bed at N~zeabuUa's ca
valry, who took \light wilbout waiting lhe oufet, and {OOIl after hi, 
~,.nd Pwn. weill oifl.ikcwife,lcaviQg the furOl'caes, 1I0W I'c· 
m.c.d to -s 11/00, with abowt +0 Sepoys, l"rrOlluded. by the enemy, 
~)!mith howcv~ kept the JCOUnd uulll night, when his men 
~ .. ~ piece. behind, eaci .. voured, II they could, to get 

, 11M\: 'to lou cbey Were 4iCovered, and all, excepting tb...." 
".. bile were killed, IIIId the rell, amnngft whom 
_ carried to Velom. 

his correfpoodcAce 
a a.g 
'*10 
to~ 
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ance to mofuree the armyat.5eringham, ....,utcd on biro to t\c· 
tach 3000 0( his Morattocs under the command 0( Innis Khan, ,nd 
joined to them 300 European. and 1000 Sepoy •• 

As fOOD as theli: troops arrived, the enemy quitted Seringham, and 
croffing the Caveri, epcampec.l on tile plain three mile to · the north 
of Facquire's Tope. Their force now confilled of 450 Europeaus, 
'500 wen.·trained Sepoys, 8000 Myfore horfe, 3500 Morattoes, and 
two companies of Topafi"es w:th 1000 Sepoys in the fervice of the 
regent; the rell. of whore lnfantry was 1 5,000 Peons, armed with 
matchlocks, (words, bows and arrows, pikes, clubs, and rockets jim
perfcC! weapons worthy the rabble that bore them. Major Lawence 
had only the 500 Europeans, nud the iooo Sepoys he brought with 
him from the coatl; but 700 of thefe Sepoys were continualJ.v em
ployed in tile Polygar's country, to efcort the ooovoy.; hi. artillery 
were eight excellent fix .. pounders j of the Nabob's horCe .only 10:) 

encamped with the-El1gliih, the reft remaining under the walls, any 
peremptorily refufing to march until they were paid their arrears. 

There are, alJout a mile to the 'fouth of the Facquire's Tope, tOme 
higll mountains called the five rocks, on the fummit of which the 
Major always kept a l1:roog guard of Sepoys: but he beiug obliged 
to go illw the city for the recovery of his health, the officer who com- • 
mallded during his abfence neglected to continue this detachment. 
The enemy reconnoitring, and finding this. poll without defence, de .. 
tached in the night a {hong party to take pofTeffioll of it; aud early 
the next morninglheir whole army was difcovered in motion, alI'cm .. 
bling under (belter of the fi\'e rocks, whilll their advanced canncm 
plunged iota the Engliih camp; -whither the Major immediately re
turned, but found it impollibJe to regain the polt: he however kept 
his ground until night, and then encamped about a quarter of a mile 
nearer the city, behind a final! eminence which ibe1rered the trtlOp' 
f!'Om the enemy's artillery; they the ne.x&: day quitted. the camp to 
tbe nortb of the Facquire's Tope, and encamped at tbe 6"" rocks.. 
Ilere they had it in their power intirely to Cllt 01F the 1iIpp\ie. 0{ 
provifion. coming from the Polygar'. country, and to intereept the 
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detachment of ioo Sepoy. rent to e{cort them; at the {lUIle time the 
great fuperiority of their numbers, and the advantage of the ground 
they occupied, rendered an attac.k upon their camp impraaicable: 
hut it was evident that if they were not foon diflodged, neither the 
Englilh army in the 6cld, nor the garrili>n of the city, could fubfift 
long; to augment the diCUcfs, 8 (\rong (pirit of defertion arofe among 
the (old\"ry. in thefe circumftances, even the mofl fanguine began 
to 10fe nope, and to apprehend that the city mull: be abandoned in. 
order to fave tbe troopo from perifhing by famine. 

The Major had flationed a guard of .00 Sepoys, on a {mall rock 
fit-.l about half a mile fouth·wefl of his camp, and nearly a mile 
Dorth.eafi of the enemy·s...' Mr. Aftruc (oon clifcovered the importance 
of this pofl, which if he could get poffi:ffion of, his art illery would 
cafily oblige the Engli«h to decamp again, and retire under the walls 
of rhe city, where, flill more /heightened, they would probably be 
reduced in a very few day. to the necefiity of retr~ting to their fettle
menu. He therefore refolved to ttlack the pofl, and marched early 
in the morni.ng, on the ,{,th of June" with his grenadiers and a large 
body of Sepoys; but they meeting with more reGflance than w., ex. 

"pcClecI. be ordered the whole army to \11ove and fup!",rt them. The
Major, as foon as he found the rock attacked, ordere<\ the picquet guard 
of the camp, con6fling of 40 Europeans, to march and fupport his 
Sepoys: but afterwards obferving the whole of'the enemfs army iIi 
motion, he ordered aU his troopo; to get wuler arms, and leaving 100 

Europeans to take care of the camp, tnOIChed with tbe refl of his force. 
which. in Europeans did)1ot exceed 300 battaHan men, with 80 be
Iongiog to the artillery; and he had with him no more than 500 Se
pOys; for the rdl were at this time in the city endeavouring to pro
<'1U'e rice, of,..1Ii<:h DOlle bad been IOId in camp linee the enemy ap
peared on the plain. With this fmaU force, he hallened, .. faft as 
me, could -reb. te> .....:b the" rock before the enemy" main body. 
But "'Mr. Mrue. with the party akeadyengaged in the attack, per• e'tIIIIIIe,. :::: elIOrt,lIIIcI.before the Major bad 
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ohliged the Major to halt, and confider .. .bat wu moll advifeable to 1753. 
be done in this critical conjundure, on which the fate of· the whole -
war f .. med to depend. There was little time for deliberation; for 
the Freljeh battalion were now arrived behind the rDCk, and their 
artillery from tae right aud left of it, were firing upon the Englilh 
troops; the rock itfelf was covel'ed by theil' Sepoy. fupported b, theit 
grenadiers; the whole Myfore army was drawn up in one great bod, 
at the difiance of cannon-thot in the rear; the Morattoes were, as 
\lfual, flying about in Guall detachm.ents, and mak.ing charges 011 the 
flanks aud rear of the Englifh battalion in order to intimidate ' and 
create confufion. 

1n {uch circumfianccs the officers ullanimouOy agreed in opinion 
with their general, that it was fafer to make a gaHant pufh, than to 
retreat befOT9 fuch numben of enemies: and tbe foldiers feeming 
much delighted at this opportunity of baving what they called a fair 
knock at rile Frenfh men on the plain, major Lawrence took ad. 
n3ntage of the good difpontion of the whole, and giving due com
mendation$ to their fpirit, orderCil the grenadiers to attack the rock 
with fixed bayonets, wbiUl: he bimfelf with' the rell: of the troop', 
whoeled round the foot of it to engage the French battalion. The 
foldiers received the orders with three hUzzas, and the grenadiers fet. 
ting out at- a great rate, tbough at the fame time keeping their ranks, • 

'paid uo attention to the (cattered fire they received from the rock, nor 
made a halt until they got to the top of it; whiHl: the enemy ter. 
rined at- their intrepidity, defcetlded as they were mounting, without 
daring to Il:and tht: (hock of their onCe!. Some of the bell: s.poys 
followc:d the grenadiers, and all together began a ftrong fire upon the 
French troops, drawn up within pifral fuot below. In the mean time 
Mr. Aftruc, percFivJng that the I~ft flank of his battalion would, if it 
remained drawn up facing the north, be expofed to the Englith troops, 
wheeling round the foot of the rock, changed his pofitioD, and drew 
up kcing the wea, in order to oPl)Ofc them in front. But this move ... 
ment expofed his right Bank to the ftre of the grenadier. and Sepoy. 
from the rock; by which hi. troop. had already fuIFcred colI(1CIera~ly. 
when the Englilh battalion executing their. evolution with great ad-
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'753- drefi, drew up at once direCHI oppolite to the enemy, at thediflance 

-- or.o yards. 
The French troops were aruck with conA-em.tion upon (eeing 

chemfelves rhus daringJyauacked ill the midft of their Dumerous allies, 
uJ fuch a handful of men j and indeed a ftrangcr, taking a view of 
the two armies from the top of one of the rocks on the plain, could 
fcarcely have believed that the one ventured to di{pute a province 
with the other. 

Mr. Aftruc exerted hitDCelf as a brave and aB:ive officer, and with 
di8icultyprevailed on his men to keep their ranks with recovered arms, 
uncil the EngHfh gave their fire, which falling in a well leveU'd dif-

- charge from the whole battalion, and fcconded by a hot lire from tht:; 
rock, together with a difcharge of grape alOt from the 6rfi field piece 
thatcame up, thre\vthem intoirrtparable diforder; tbeyran away with 
the utmofl: precipitatioa, leaving three pieces of cannon, with {orne 
nmmt1l1itioll carts behind them. The Morattoes.immediately made 
a gall,mt eftart to cover their retreat by flinging themfdves between" 
and fome of the grenadiers, who had 'fun forward to feize the fiela 
picees, fell under their fab!"",. Animated by tbis focceb, they at
tacked the battalion, pulhing in feveral cbargn up to the very bayo-

• nets, and endeavouring to cut down the men, who contlantly received 
them with fo much ileadinefs, that they were not able to throw a 
lingle platoon into difordcr: at length having {uffered much, and loft. 
feverel of their beft men by the inceifant fire of the line, they defined 
from their attacks, and retreated to th~ main body of the Myforealls : 
amongft their dead was BalJapah, one of their fJrjncipal officers,. 
brotber.i'l-law to Morari.row, a very gallant man, much cfteemed by 
the Englith, whc> bad often fcell him exert himfelf with great bravery 
when fighting on their fide: he had broke hi. fwor~1l cutting down 
• grenadier, ,,·hen another, who was loading his piece, and faw bit 
comrade faJI, /hot both ball and ramrod through hi. body. In the 

I.-
mn.n time the French never halted until they got into the rear of lhe
Myfore army, when their o.fficers prevailed on them to get illtGonier 
again, and drew them up in a line with their alr.a, from whence they 
,red their ...... mnaiain\ field pieces with great vivacity, althougb. 
1lu: _ did not reach above half ... ay_ 
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The MIjor remai ..... d1_ r.-. at tile. /bot of the rock, in prder 

to give them ... opportunity .. renewing the light; but finding that 
they /hewed no inclination to _ towards him, he prepared 10 re· 
turn to hi. camp, leaving .hem to take polTe/lioo of .h. rock again at 
.heir peril; for fmce the lof. of the '00 Sepoy. that defended it in 
.he beginning of .he .&ioo, he did not thillk it prudent to expofo 
another detachment to the fame rifque, at fuch a di(tanc:e from hi. 
main body. The three guns with the prifoners were placed in the 
center, and the troops marching in platoons on each fIde, the artillery 
was difiributed in the front, rear, and intervals of the column. The 
rear had fcareely got clear of the rock into the plain, when the whole 
of tbe enemy's cavalry fet up their fbout, aud carne furioufly on, 
flouriihing their fwords as if they were refolved to exterminate at once 
the handful qf mell .hat oppofed them. Whofoever has feeo a body 

'7S3· ........... 

of .en thoufand horfe advancing on the full gallop all together, will 
:aoknowledge with tile JI;Iarefcbals Villa" and Saxe that their appear. 
'Utlet is tremendous, be their difciplinc or courage what it will; and 
fuch an onfet would doubtlefs hav~difconccrtcd untried (oldiers; but 
the enemy had to deal with Veterans equal to any who have done 
honoor to the Britiih nation; men convinced by repeated experience 
that a body of well-difciplined infantry would always prevail agaiuA: 
jrregular cavalry, let their numbers be: ever fo grear. In this COIl- • 

§dence they baited, and withoJit the! Jea£t emotion, waj~ed for the 
enemy, who were {uffered to come filfiiciently ncar before the fignaJ 
was given to the artillery officers: the. cannonade thell began from 
eight fix pounderS; loaded with grape, and was kept lip at the rate 
of eight or ten (hot in a minute; from each piece, fi.J well dirdlcd 
that every thot went amollg11 the crowd, as was viCible by the numbers 
that dropped: this foon lIopped their career, and ,hey lIoud a while 
like meD aftonifi1ed by the fall of thunder; but 6nding no interJDiffion 
of the fire, and that the ba~taliou and Sepoys refervcd theirs with re
covered arms, they went to the right about, and got out of the r~b 
as faA: as tbey bad come 011, leaving the troops to return quietly to 
their camp. 

Thu. was Tritchinopoly raved by a fuccef~ which allondhed eve .. 
• thafe who had gained it; nor was tbe attompt, however defpcrall< it 

might 
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might (.em, jufti6ed by th. /il<:cca alone; for .. the city ...",14 in· 
evitably bave fallen if the Englith had remained ;",.aWe, Ii> the lofs 
(If it wouhl have beeen hallelled only a few:da,.. if they bIIIi been de· 
feated; and major Lawrence undoubtedly aaed with u much faga ... 
city as fpirit in rifquing every thing to gUn a viCtory, ou which alone 
depeJlded rhe prefcr\'3tion of the great objeCt of the war. 

The ellemy difpirited by their defeat, began to difitg~ee amongll 
thc:mfclves; the Myforeana and French reciprocally imputmg their 
ill fuccefi to one another, and the Morattoea with great rca'on to 
both; their parties appeared ler. frequently on the plain in the day, 
and none ventured to patrolt in the night: the Englilh Sepoys ill 
1"'ondimao's country availing themfelves of this interval, quitted the 
'Woods, and joined the camp ill the night, with a convoy of provi~ 
fions which furniihed a (lock for fifty days. This neccJTary objea 
being provided for, the Majol' determined to avoid coming again to a 
general engagement, before he was joined by for,ne troops, which the 
arrival, of the thip. from Europe enabled the prefideucy to fend into 
the field: they were ordered to m"eh through the Tanjore country; 
8DCI as a body of cavalry was /!ill more necetTary to enable the am,)" 
to aa with vigour againll an enemy which had ruch numbe"', he 
rclOlved to proceed without delay to Tanjore, in hopes that whilll 
be was waiting (or the reinforcement, the appearance of the army 
8lUl the reputation of their late fuccefs might determine the king to 
declare openly, and furnith tbe aflillance of horfe, of which the Eng. 
IiIh ftood fo mucb in need, The preknce of the Nabob, being 
thought necdrary to facilitate the negociation, he prepared to march, 
with the army i but on the evening that be intended to quit the city, 
his difcGlltented troop. alTembled in the outer court of the palace, 
ADd oIuoouriog declared that they would not fulFer him to move, be· 
iOre he had paid their arTcsn; in vaill were arguments to convmce 
thia rabl>le, more infolent becaufe they hod __ rendered any eLren· 
tioI fa.ice, that his goiag to Taojore .... the only meafure &o,n 
.hichthej could bope for • chance of receiviag their pay; lOe, reo 
__ iDRaribIe, and threatcned'VioIeAee; upon which captain Dol. 
_ .............. 10 the camp, Iiam wIIeocc the greDodier com· ""'''F1 JiIlI.1y ~ iI10 die city. wbue they Were joined .wi 




