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.maaded by ﬁa;tetraffea hehmd nt,aamwlbm by:h'

cannon, to plunge into the battery and fcour the mterval I b
the two walls, as far as the terraffes of the gateway; and two olﬁ ’
pieces mounted in the north-weft angle of the inward rampart, com-
manded in like manner both- the battery and the interval to the =
north of the terrafles. The French were, by De Cattan’s l'ettg,pﬂ «' e
by deferters, apprized of all,thefe particulars, and notwithftanding '1 ;
the many difficulties they would bave to farmount in attempting t g
force their way into the town through this part of the fortifications,
they preferred it to any other,abecaufe it was more aoceﬁible ) n_ ;
without ; for a rock level wnh the water almoft choakcd up &
ditch in front of the battery, = R ..._

On the 27th of November, at night, the graateﬂ: part of the-enh’- ' RIEs
my's army.croffed the river: the Myforeans and Morattoes were |
diftributed in different parties round the city, with orders to approach” ;_'? 3
to the counterfcarp. of the ditch; and divert the attention of the gar- -
rifon during the principal and real attack, which: was ¢ eferved for =
the French troops. Of this bady 60 Europeans were appointed to =~
MWHN Mr. Maiffin, the commander, with the reft
battalion,ez00 Mmen, and a large body of Sepoys, waited at t
of the ditch, ready to follow the firft party as {oon a.sd:bej
gﬁ:ﬁm the town. At three in'the morning the firft party
ﬁgm;mths‘da:ch,nnd planting their fcaling ladders, a
mount ﬁe Mttﬁythhoutrhﬁng;the leaft b.laim in




i il thoym ﬁf'dﬂlm m’ﬁ HOR
R ’-a&erfruﬁrated by an unforefeen accident; ;
"' e , to get to a {h;ht counterwall which lines éui lbaekﬁdt of
" the battery, fell into a deep pit, which had been left it the body of
"- ~ the battery itfclf, contiguous to that wall : none but the moft tried
~ foldiers can refrain from firing upon any unexpeted alarm in the
night, and upon the fcreaming of thofe who were tumbling into the
hole, feveral mufkets were difcharged. The French now concluding
' that they were difcoyered, imagined,they might intimidate the gar-
g ng how far they were already fuccefsful, and turning
. two of the twelve pounders upon the battery againft the town, dif-
| them together with a volley of {mall arms, their drums bcat-
ing, and their foldiers thouting their ufual military cry, “ vsve fe roy.”
ly the main guard, the barracks of the g‘amﬁm, and the
quﬂters of the officers were in the north part of the town, not more
than 400 yards from the battery. Captain” Kilpatrick, who com-
Mmd fo ill of the woupds he had received in the laft
agement, that he was unable to remove from hi§ bed; lieutenant
Jarrifon, the next in’ m::d.mme to him upon the alarm to re-
his orders, which he gave with the ufual calmnefs that diftin-
guifhed his charalter on all occafions, direéting lieutenant Harrifon
- to march inftantly with the picquet, referve, and ‘the Sepoys who
Mnatdmndy pofted, to the place where the attack was made,
- and to order the reft of the garrifon to repair to their refpeétive alarm
mrwithmm&mn&m to ftir from them upon pain of death. The
1y b awn up their fealing ladders into the battery, fent
#wn from it mtu the interval between the two walls:
parties carrying two petards, and conduéted by a defer-
d the mﬁ&wﬁc terraffes, intending to
nbghbbnhg en the lemhﬁndbmh?ﬁum




eaqh other,buthtbibmenmemmty.haﬁng\nonthuhghm fl

‘their aim. except the frequent flathes of fire: notwlthfhn&gﬂﬂw v

and confufion, lieutenant Harrifon had the prefence of mind to ftation

a platoon upon the rampart, dire@ly above the gate, ordering them to

keep a conftant fire upon the paflage immediately below, whether

they faw any thing or not: nothing could be more fenfible or fortu=

nate than his precaution; for the platoon killed, without feeing them,

the man who was to apply the firft petard, as well as the deferter

who conducted him,and both of them fell within ten yards of the gate,

Thofe appointed to efcalade, fixed their ladders on the fouth fide of

the terrafles, and a drummer, followed by an officer, had already

mounted to the top, when a party of Sepoys came to this ftation, who

killed the drummer, wounded and feized the officer, and then overs .

turning the fcaling ladders overfet the men who were upon them: the g

laddere broke with the fall, and the affailants called for more; but were =

difappointed; for the reft which had been brought were fhattered and -

rendered ufelefs by the grape-fhot fired from the two pieces of cannon |

planted upon the cavalier: it was foon after found that the man who « .‘

was to manage the fecond petard was killed. Thus defeated in alf ‘;!

their expectations they determined to retreat, and went up to the bat=

tery again, where the whole now refolved to make their efcapes but p;ﬂ

this for the want.of their ladders was no longer praéticable, except by %

leapmg down eighteen fect perpendicular, either upon the rock or < 'ﬁ

into the water. Defperate as this attempt appeared near one hundred ;

made the experiment; but what they fuffered deterred the reft from

fo owmg their example, who, in defpair, turned, and rcoommmﬂ. 2

hdir fire from the battery upon the defenders. - Lieutenant Eﬁl'flﬁ'l, R
ith the greateft part of his Eumpeans,werea&mbb&upuaﬂ er- .

afsincareft the battery, and the two bodies, feparated only by an in- -

4lof twenty feet, kept up a {mart fire upon mm as

they fould Joad: but the defenders had the a

 edver of parapets from a fituation t feet high

my upon ﬂuz hntmygwhuwgonﬂy M‘

L)




ttgami the.reﬁ in th@mfeml betwee it

wpon albfuchphcesm ‘which’they fi
: kng&dm&mwm r by both i
ach, flinging down their Wa&eﬂ Wﬂ
iately granted. The officers from the mﬂlp&rtoi'd’?’ed‘them
1 the interval between the two walls; friom Whence. they
éted, in fmall bodies at a time, by a puﬁ%fE‘umpuns
v, through the gateway they had affaulted, Three hundred
‘ﬁnanpems'w\:re thus made ' prifmefs, ‘of which number
n- s thlrty-ﬁmwew&’ound killed u;aon the
m,j:hc reft of the works: thofe who efcaped by ‘legppng
e taken up: bythm'om: troops waiting o@h&" otfide ‘of
but the French theifelves confefled, tha o? the.
which was near one hundred, every ‘man \
fmm: few . were krllcd Thusﬁt!&ed thas afla

tbe {?N‘. ended by xmpnmng thu Freucﬁ or
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! l14 The,,lung of Tanjore, who;tmuhﬁahdmg the al
n¥m£o ‘with theiFrench; knew nothing of  thei
ritchinapoly, was not a little aftonifhed at ehe e
loﬁ which they fuftained in the attempt made him repent
" fhewn fo much inclination to abandon the Nabob and the En;
|  he Wh finding that their misfortune - produccd a change
| intentions which the king had bcgan to entertain in their &M; de
‘termined to wafte no more time in negociating with ham,a"but
‘ pared to fend a party of Morattoes to ravage his country. - '
having intelligence of their defigl fent a body of troo
" command of his uncle Gauderow to Tricatopoly, a fort ei
| eaftof Tritchinopolyy where»tbey were ordered to remain 2
the Morattoes: for this phrafe, in the vain language of thg
‘of Indoftan, is fynommous to fighting, and is not fcldom made ufe
' even by thofe who lofe the battle. # The king making a merit of this«
" refolution tosthe Nabob, pretended that Gauderow only waited on the B
‘ frontieYs until the whole army was affembled, which wo&kﬂhm ilb e
mediately march to Tritchinopoly. Major Lawrence, wi g
~ the fincerity of this profeflion to the teft, wrote to the km
tfoops would be of little fervice whilft they were comman
unexperienced an officer as Gauderow, and defired that
might be reinftated in the command, of which he was the
in the kingdom capable. This commendation ferved to conf
fufpicions of the general which had been raifed in the king’s
the artifices of his minifter ; and major Lawrence being i
the alarm which the king had taken from his remonftran
‘nac~gee’s favour, refolved to make no farther mention of
lﬂﬁthe confequences fhould be fatal to him : but requefh
ine troops might join him without delay, even ur
d of Gauderow. None however came; for the M
fent : M Wﬁoaﬁuﬁﬁﬁu&w&w,th&& mim"'




re and fword
This was the firft motion which any of the enemy's puues had
made fince the affault of Tritchinopoly : in the mean time feveral
convoys were efcorted from Tricatopoly to the Englith camp. -
In the Carnatic the diftriéts which acknowledged the Nabob had
- received no moleftation from his enemies fince the defeat,of Maho--
" med Comaul at Tripetti, which happened in the month of September,
The troops which Mr. Dupleix was able to fend into the field from
Pondicherry had lately been employed in befieging Palam Cotah, the
Jame fort which they had refufed to reduce for Morari-row. This
'L‘--j)lacé, with the circumjacent territory, is the only part in the Car-
TH ', natic which does not depend on the Nabob of Arcot; it belongs to
the Nabob of Cudapah. Examples of fuch fequeftrations occur in
every province of the Mogul empire, which amongft the reft of its
feudal inftitutions allots to every Nabob a certain revenue arifing
from the produét of lands, for his private expences : but as the bafis
~ of the Mogul government confits in lcgu.'latidns which deprive all
~its officers of any pretenfions to real eftates, and in obliging them to
' acknowledge that they hold nothing. by any other title than the fa-
-, vour of the fovereign; the lands thus allotted to.a Nabob are rarely
~  fitvated in the province governed by himielf, but are generally chofen
" in the moft diftant-part of one of the neighbouring provinces ; 1o
~that in this inftitution the Mogul’s authority over all his officers ap-
pears in its utmoft majefty ; fitice the inhabitants of a province fee
the Nabob appointed to rule them, excluded from the right of ap-
_ propriating to himfelf any part of the territory oyer which his jurif-
- dition, notwithftanding, extends. Hence likewife a perpetual fource
~ of difputes is eftablithed between the Nabobs of neighbouring pro-
‘. vinges, who never fail to give one another reafon to complain of
mlngqnc comwmd in thefe fequeftered lands. The Nabob of Cu-
- dapah applied to the prefidency of Madrafs to affift the governor of
M“m which they ordered a detachment of thirty Euro-
tyo bundred Sepoys, to macch from Devi Cotah and re-
Mmm did not take the field iufqeah o
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HILST thcfc events were paffing in the fouthern parts of

YV the Decan, others of great confequence to the interefts of the
by --'-". nation, happened at Golcondah, and in the northern pro-
et o jinces of the Soubahthip.

- Notw1thﬁandm the death of Ghazi-o-din Khan, which happened
in Oétober, 1752, the Morattoe generals, Balagerow and ?gorrcc
Bon{ola, contmucd" the war againft Sallabadjing and Mr. Bufly, who,
as in the preceding year, marched weftward towards the country of

- Balagerow ; he, as before, began to burn his own villages, and the
Morattoe cavalry in feveral fkirmiifhes, were repulfed with flaughter
by the French troops and artillery. Thefe loffes foon ifiduced Bala .
- gerow to make propofals of peace, which was concluded about the

‘.: -',g' middle of November at Calberga, a confiderable town and fortrefs

* about 50 miles weft of Beder ; Sallabadjmg giving up to Balagerow

~ feveral diftriéts near Brampoor, in exchange for others in the neigh .
bourhood of Aurengabad, which had been given to him by Ghazi-o-
din Khan. As foon as this peace was ratified, Balagerow returned

- with his part of the army to Poni, and Ragogee Bonfola with his

st Nagpore, the capital of his eftates, about 350 miles nortl:
;ﬂ;& of Aurengabad, in the middle of the province of Berar.
~ Mr. Bufly having brought the Soubah’s affairs to this ftate of ap-
ent mnquxlhty, atked and obtamed,she province of Condavir, ad-
- to the temtory of Mafuhpatna@, of which the French com-
alread mpoﬂ'd:f:n 3 but Génaimr was far lefs than the
4L ; ma L 4 . % -



Book V.  History o TuE CARNATIC,

demands, which he preferred when Balagerow was treating, loitered 17353,
on the wayuntil the other Morattoe, whom he feared, was returned ===

to his capital ; and then, about three weeks after the feparation, ap-
peared again before Calberga, where the army of Sallabadjing ftill

remained. 274
His cavalry, as ufual,_ruined the country, intercepted convoys,

and attacked fuch parties as they could furprize With fuperior num»

bers: but avoided, as much as poffible, any encounter with the
French troops: which however they could not always efcape ; but
were expofed feveral times to the French artillery, by which they
{uffered confiderably. He neverthelefs continued his depredations,
and Mr. Buffy withing, for the fake of his own views, to relieve Sal-
labadjing from all military operations, advifed him to give Ragogee
feveral diftriéts in the neighbourhood of Berar, who on this ceffion
retreated to his own country, about three weeks after he had recom-
menced hoftilities. But thefe pacifications produced an effe con-
trary to that which «-Mr. Bufly had expetted from them; for the
ceflions madg to the Morattoes, had deprived many of Sallabadjing’s
officers of their penfions and employments, and confequently encreafed
their averfion to the influence which Mr. Buffy maintained in his
councils. Shanavaze Khan, the firft promoter of this difcontent, ne
langer appeared at the head of the faétion; but another more dan-
gerous opponent encouraged the difaffeéted, and thwarted Mr. Buffy :

this was Seid Lafkay Khan, the Duan, who under Nizam-al-muluck

had held the poft of captain-general of the Soubah’s army, in which
charaétér he likewife accompanied Nazirjing into the Carnatic. From
the opinion entertained of his abilities, both as a ftatefman and a fol-
dier, it was believed that Nazarjing would have efcaped his fate,
if he had not deprived himfelf of the counfels of this officer, by

fending him to fupprefs fome commotions at Aurengabad, foon

after the army retired from Pondicherry to Arcot; he was at Au-
rengabad when Sallabadjing and Mr. Bufly arrived there, in the pre-
ced:lng year; and although he detefted, more than any arw, the
favours which the Soubah conferred upon bis European allies,

A
dlﬁémﬂﬂlﬁs fentiments fo well, that Mr. Buffy helieving ﬁnn ﬁ ¥ g
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i ﬁ-u:nd had perfuaded Sallabadjing to appoint him Duan, or Vizier ;.
M Lt as foon as Seid Lafkar Khan found himfelf well-eftablithed in
g this poft, he threw off the mafk, and on all occafions contradiéted

the inclinations of his prince, whenever he thought they were dic-
tated by the influences of Mr. Bufly ; and now more than ever, when
he faw the extent of his demands for the French nation. It hap-
pened that in the beginning of the year 1753, a few days after the
peace with Ragogee, Mr. Bufly fell dangeroufly ill at Calberga, and
although his conftitution furmounted the firft attacks of his diftemper,,
he remained much enfeebled ; and his phyfician being convinced, that
his recovery depended on atotal relief from thofe continual and anxious
occupations, to which Mr. Bufly could not refufe himfelf, whilft he
remained either in the camp, or court of Sallabadjing, he advifed him
immediately to retire, and to fequefler himfelf from all bufinefs at
Mafulipatnam, until he fhould be perfeétly recovered. Accordingly,
Mr. Buffy departed from the camp in January, but left all the French
troops and Sepoys with Sallabadjing, who foon after his departure
proceeded without interruption to Hyderabad. The officer who now
commanded the French troops, had neither expcnence, nor capacnty
fufficient to penetrate and counteraét the intrigues of a faction in a
«  Moorith court ; and the Duan refolved, dunng Mr. Bufly’s abfence,
to break the union between thefe too powerful auxiliaries and his
fovereign. This was no eafy tafk ; for Mr. Bufly had perfuaded
Sallabadjing, a prince deficient both in pcr;foml courage and fagacity,.
that the French battalion were not only the principal fupport of his-
government againft foreign enemies ; but alfo the beft fecurity of his.
perfon and authority againt inteftine plots and commotions. The
) Duan therefore found it neceffary to acmlﬂ?om him by degrecs to the
| abfence of thefe favourite troops: it was equally neceffary to prevent
fi them from entertaining any fufpicion of this defign, for they were too-
formidable to be removed abruptly ; Mr. Bafly having joined to the-
‘lmnhon afEuropeans, a body. of 5000 Sapoys, pmd by hunfelfandi




Hyderabad, had failed in the payment of their revenues to the treafury;
and when the French officers, as he expeéled, complained loudly of
their own diftrefies, he told them that he knew no othier method of
fatisfying their demands, unlefs by fending them to colleét the revenues
of the Soubah from thofe who withheld them: this propofal they
very readily accepted, expecting, from the cuftom of Indoftan, that
they fhould receive confiderable prefents, befides the fums which they

were charged to levy. Still it would have been-difficult to have ob=

tained Sallabadjing’s confent for their departure, had not their own
mifconduét convinced him that it was neceflary for the peace of the
city ; where, fince Mr. Bufly’s departure, the difcipline to which he
had accuftomed them was {o much relaxed, that they daily committed
diforders, for which, the perfons aggrieved, were continually demand-
ing juftice at the gates of the palace.

As foon as the Duan had thus removed and feparated the greateft
part of the French troops, into feveral different parts of the country,
he invented fome pretext to perfuade Sallabadjing, that it was ne«
ceffary he fhould return without defay to Aurengabad ; and even pre-
vailed upon him, to permit no more than a fmall detachment of their
Europeans and Sepoys to accompany him. He then inftruéted the
governor of Golcondah, to furnifh no pay to thofe who remained in
the city, and to diftrefs them by every other means, excepting open
hoftilities; and the fame orders were given in the countries, to which
the feveral detachments had been fent to collett their arrears. = This
treatment, {o different from what the French had hitherto received,
he thought would lead them, of their own accord, to afk their difs
miffion from a fervice, in which they fhould find that nothing more
was to be got. |

Accordingly, the foldiers and Sepoys difappointed of thcnrpny, be-. -
gan to clamour and defert; but the French officers flood firm to
their duty, and contributed their own money to appeafc their troops.
This refource, however, was very inadequate to the neceffity, and the
danger encreafing every day, they wrote to Mr. Buffy, that his im-,
mediate return to Hyderabad, was the only means left to fave the
national affairs in the Decan. < Mr. Bufly, not hwg yet wammd.

Uuz2 . from
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<2, from his illnefs, hefitated ; but was foon after determined by a pe-

' * - remptory letter from Mr. Dupleix, threatening to make him refpon-
-,L,"'- * fible for the confequences of his abfence from the important com-
mand with which the nation had intrufted him with fuch unlimited
confidence. He left Mafulipatnam about the end of June, having
previoufly fent orders to all the detachments ftationed abroad, to be

at Hyderabad, about the time that he expected to arrive there him-

felf. He arrived on the 23d of July, and found all his troops affem-

bled in the city 3 they were 500 Europeans and 4000 Sepoys. This

force, and his own prefence, impofed refpeét upon the governor, and

all the other officers of Sallabadjing’s adminiftration, They imme-
diately confented to furnifh fome money in part of the arrears, which
5 the Duan had withheld with fo much artifice, and Mr. Bufly out of
his own ftock, and by his credit with the bankers, procured more,.
which all together was fufficient to appeafe the troops ; whom, never-
thelefs, in the firft days after his arrival, he had with much difficulty
been able to reftrain from open tumult and violence in the city. But
although the prefent diftrefs was removed, yet no provifion was made
s for the future ; and from the late praétices, every obftacle was ftill to-
_ be expetted from the difpofition of the Duan, who, at this very time,.
.« refufed to furnith the pay, and fubfiftance of the fmall detachment

* which had accompanied Sallabadjing to Aurengabad.. Mr. Bufly
faw the only remedy; and determined to proceed with his whole
force to that city, as foon as the rains fhould ceafe, which, in that
part of the Decan, continue from the beginning of July to the end:
of September. The march from Golcondah to Aurengabad is at
leaft 300 miles : neverthelefs, he fonnd means from his own refources-
to make the neceffary preparauons, and left Golcondah in the begin-
ning of October. -

Notwithftanding the evil tﬁﬁnﬁm of Seitf Lafkar Khan, and his-
adherents, Mr. Buffy had feveral friends, who were men of import-
ance in the court of Aurengabad; Sallabadjing himfelf was at this
,< Mmmﬂm debt t-hss own army, an&mmer, in appre-
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rengabad, created no little perplexity in the councils of the Soubah, 783 ‘
and more in the mind of his minifter, who even deliberated w:th —~
himfelf, whether he fhould not take refuge in the impregnable for- .
trefs of Doltabad, about eight miles from Aurengabad ; he however
judged better, and tried negotiation, making many excufes and apo-
logies, proffering to furrender the feals of his office, and requefting
that Mr. Bufly would confer them upon fome other perfon. Mr..
Buily penetrated the_artifice of this feeming humility, which was
pratifed by the Duan, only becaufe he knew that Mr, Bufly would
not rifque the obloquy and reproach of having moved him from his
office, as the preparatory means of obtaining the ambitious demands
of his own nation from Sallabadjing. Both therefore were equally
willing to treat, and an able agent, in whom both had equal con-
fidence, foon adjufted the terms of reconciliation. The ceremonials
of the firft interviews, both with Seid Latkar Khan and Sallabadjing,
were diétated by Mr. Bufly, and agreed to by them.

Every thing being fettled, the French army advanced on the 23d
of November from the ground #vhere they had halted {everal days,
waiting for the concluﬁon of the terms of reconciliation. About
eight miles from Aurengabad, they were met by Seid Lafkar Khan,
accompanied by twenty-one other lords of diftinétion, all riding. in,
the fame line on their elephants, attended by their refpeétive guards:
and retinues, and furrounded by a great number of fpeétators. When
near, the elephant of Seid Lafkar Khan bowed firft; on which all the
other lords difmounted likewife, as did Mr. Buffy, who embraced firft
Seid. Lafkar Khan, and then the other lords, All then mountedi
again; and proceeded in military order towards the Soubah, who
waited for them, accompanied by a great number of troops,in a tent,
pitched at fome diftance from this inferview. He embraced Mr. Bufly
at the entrance of the tent, and was faluted by the French ar&‘lluy
When feated within, Mr. Bufly made his offerings, which confifted
of feveral elephants, fome horfes, and jewels; all his officers likewife o
prefented gold rupees.  After which Sallabadjing arofe and came out ‘h
of the tent, holding Mr. Buffy by the band, who affifted him to
mount his elephant, and then mounted hit own, as did all_the lords.
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. The proceflion was now magnificent and immenfe, confifting of a
~. great army, all the nobles, and moft of the inhabitants of one of the
 firfd cities in Indoftan. The pomp, when arrived at the palace, was
faluted by numerous and repeated dxfcharges of cannon. As foon as
the court was ranged, Sallabadjing made prefents to Mr. Bufly, of
the fame kind and value as he had juft before received from him,
and then difmiffed the affembly. Mr. Bufly then proceeded to the
houfe of Seid Lafkar Khan, who confirmed and fwore to the execut-
ing the terms which Mr., Bufly had,infifted upon. They were, that
4 the provinces of Muftaphanagar, Elore, Rajamundrum, and Chi-
¢ cacole, thould be given for the fupport of the French army ; and
#¢that the patents thould be delivered in three days: that the fums
# which Jaffer ali Khan, at that time governor of thofe provinces,
“ might have colle¢ted before Mr. Bully fhould be able to fettle the
“ adminiftration of them, fhould be made good from the Soubah’s
" trcaﬁlry, in cafe Jaffer ali Khan himfelf thould delay, or evade the
« payment of them: that the French troops fhould, as before the
“ feparation, have the guard of the Soubah’s perfon : that he fhould
% not interfere in any manner in the affairs of the provinde of Ar-
% cot; and that all other affairs in general, fhould be conduéted
. # with the concurrence of Mr. Bufly. In return, Mr. Bufly {wore
| & to fapport and befriend Seid Lafkar Khan in his office of Duan.”
The .patents for the four provinces were prepared without delay,
- _and delivered to Mr, Buffy, who fent them immediately to Mr, Mo-
racin, the French chief at Mafulipatnam, with inftruétions to take
poffeffion.

: Thefe acquifitions added to Mafulipatnam, and the prwmce of
~ Condavir, made the French mafters of the fea-coaft of Coromandel
and Orixa, in an uninterrupted line of 600 miles from Medapilly to
the pagoda of Jagernaut. Thefe countries are bounded by a vaft chain
- dmunm.wmchmmaﬂymthcfam direction as the fea-coaft,

b ndmmmoﬁplmabeumghtyormmy miles diftant from it,’
 althougt in fome few tmtmrﬂm thirty. They are covered with
trable forefts of bamboes, and in their whole extent there are

mwkmwmmmmwm.w.
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"account,.may; be defended by 100 men againftan army. The pro- 17

vince of Condavir extends between the river Kriftna and Gondegama,
which gains the fea at Medapilly; the limits of the other four pro-
vinces are not exally afcertained ; neverthelefs it appears that Muf-
taphanagar joins to the north of Condavir; that Elore lays to the
northweft of Muftaphanagar ; that Rajamundrum is bounded to the
fouth of thefe two provinces; and that Chicacole, much the lange&; .
of the four, extends 2 50 miles from the river Godaveri to the pagoda
of Jagernaut. The revenues of the four provinces were computcd-
at 3,100,000 rupees ; of Condavir, at 680,000, and the dependencies
of Mafulipatnam were fo much improved that they produced this.
year 507,000 ; in all 4,287,000 rupees, equal to more than 533,000
pounds fterling : all thefe rents, excepting thofe of Mafulipatnam,
and its dependencies, which feemed already to have been carried to
the height, might be greatly improved. So that thefe territories ren-
dered the French mafters of the greateft dominion, both in extent
and value, that had ever been poffefled in Indoftan by Europeans,.
not excepting the Portugueze, when at the height of their profperity..
Nog were commercial advantages wanting to enhance the value of
thefe acquifitions, for the manufactures of cloth proper for the Euro-
pean markets are made in this part of the Decan, of much better fa-

« bric, and at much cheaper rates than in the Carnatic: in Rajah-
mundrum are large forefts of teak trees, and it is the only part of the
coaft of Coromandel and Orixa that furnithes this wood, which is-
equal in every refpeét to oak ; Chicacole abounds in rice and other
graify, of which great quantities are exported every year to the Carna»
tic. Although it was intended that the French fhould not hold thefe:
countries, any-longer than they maintained the ftipulated number of
troops in the Soubah’s fervice, yet it is evident that he could-not have

given them an eftablithment in any part of his dominions, from > °

“which it would be fodifficult to expel them, in cafe they uegle&cd to
fulfil their obligation : for, defentled en one hand by the chain of
mountains, and having on the other all the refotirces of the fea open,, -
they might, with a ch precautions, defy she uniied force of the De-

can. This the Duan, Seid Lafkar Khan knew, and drca&ed fo rnueb,,_ ¥

that he had offcred Mr, Buffy a much larger traét of country,
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31 53 mland parts of the Soubahthip, provided he would defit from
v demanding thefe provinces.

Mr. Buffy pafled the remainder of the year 1753, at Aumngabad
employed in regulating the difcipline of his troops, in prowdmg
means for their pay and fubfiftance, and in making preparations to
aét in concert with the army of Sallabadjing, againft the Morattoe
Ragogee Bonfola.

Upon the death of Ghazi-o-din Khan, the emperor, Hamed Schah
conferred the office of captain-general of the army upon Sche-abed-
din, the fon of Ghazi-o-din Khan, although at that time a youth, not
more than 16 years of age; but a diligent education, and very un-
common natural talents, with the conftant advice of the preceptor of

* his infancy, enabled him to conduét himfelf in this great office, not
.. only w:thout folly, or indecifion, but with {o much artifice and bold-
nefs, as foon convinced all the omrahs of the court, that he was much
more to be dreaded than defpifed; and indeed, he never rejected any
crime which promoted the end he iptended to accomplith. For fome
time his uncle Sallabadjing, remained in apprehenfions thag he would
- aarch into the Decan, to revenge his father’s death; but he had at
. ghat time taken {o greata part in the diftraéted affairs of Delhi, that
“he had neither leifure or opportunity to interfere fo far from the
capital. We fhall defer to give any account of thefe events, until .
the confequences of them come to affe@ or influence the Englith
affairs in another part of Indoftan.
The Englith themfelves could not refrain from admiring the
fagacity of Mr. Dupleix's condué@, which, by making the war in
¥ the Carnatic fubfervient to his views on the northern provinces,
had by degrees led his nation to the great eftablithments of which
t# they were now in poffeffion. At the fame time they had the fa-
tisfattion to know that thefe fuccefles of their enemies could not
~be imputed to any defefls in their ewn condu@; for fo far from
. Mga force fufficient to make head againft the French, in two
- parts of the covntry fo diftant from each other as Golcondah and
itchinopoly ; their whple force colleGted was always much iofe-
f #Fm were able to oppofe to them in the fouthern
ie Decan; where nothing m:&wdﬂgﬁ,ﬁ#f

to
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to be paralleled, had carsied them through the two wars of Chunda- 1753
faheb and the Myforeans. It was equally fortunate for the natlpn, e
that chance thould have placed during thefe arduous times, a man
of much fagacity, mdcfatlgablc application, and a perfeverance equal
to Dupleix’s, at the head of the prefidency ; fuch was Mr. Saunders,
who came to the government a little before the death of Nazir- .
jing; and, convinced by that event of the ambitious {chemes of Mr.
Dupleix, determined to oppofe them to the utmoft of his ftrength,
notwithftanding he had no inftruétions from the company to engage
in hoftilities ; and notwithftanding the two nations were at peace
in Europe, he had with the fame fpirit continued the war, never
difcouraged by adverfe turns, nor dreading the event of defperate 5t- ‘
tempts when neceffary to retrieve them. The two governors had
during the whole courfe of hoftilities carried on a fharp and acute
controverfy by letters; and Mr. Dupleix, who had even before the
event happened, perfuaded himielf that Mr. Bufly would obtain the
northern provinces, had, towards the end of the year 1753, affeCted
to thew an inclination to terminafe the war in the Carnatic; and in
the bc_ghlm'ng of the year 1754, confented to treat in form. When
it was agreed that a conference thould be held in the town of Sadrafs,
belonging to the Dutch, on the road between Madrafs and Pondi- -
cherry.

The deputies, on the fide of the Englith, were Mr. Palk and Mr. 1434,
Vanfittart : on the French, the father Lavaur, fuperior of the French
Jefuits in India; Mr. Kirjean, nephew to Mr. Dupleix ; and Mr.
Bauffet, a member of the council of Pondicherry. They met on the
3d of January; the two governors fuperintending and direéting their -
proceedings by lgtters, which were no more than twelve hours in
coming from Pondicherry, and only fix from Madrafs. The Englith
deputies opened the conference by propofing as the bafis of the ae e, O
gociation, that Mahomed-ally fhould be acknowledged Nabob of the |
Carnatic, with the fame authority as had ever been poflefied by any i
former Nabob ; and that the king of Tanjore fhould be guaranteed '
in the peaceable poffeffion of his kingdom. The French then pm-
duced their ideas of a bafis, and the whole of their terms toge
their bafis implied the acknowledgment of Salabad-jing as

. X x
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ﬁlﬁ Decan, and the immediate releafe of the French prifoners taken
" during the war: the Englith, in return for their acquiefeence to thefe
, two articles, were to be exempted from the ground reut of Madrafs,
o a finall fine formerly paid to the government of Arcot; they were to
keep poffeffion of the country of Ponomalee; and fome eftablithment
was to be made for Mahomed-ally after his difference with the My-
forean concerning Tritchinopoly was conciliated. It was impoffible
to have made propofals more diretly oppofite; for by acknowledging
Salabad-jing without reftri¢tions, the French would become arbiters
d‘&h&ﬁteﬂf the Englifh in the Carnatic, as they would of the French,
3f Mahomed-ally was acknowledged: {o that each fide requu'ed of the

%ﬁﬂ\er to give up every thing before they had well begun to treat of
~any tbmn' However the bufinefs did not ftop, and the French depu-
ties produced feven patents, which they called their authorities for
interfering as they had done, in the affairs of the Mogul government,
and for making the prefent demands : two of thefe were patents from
Murzafa-jing ; one appointing Mr. Dupleix commander in all the
countries from the river Kriftna té the fea; the other, Chunda-faheb

i governor of the Carnatic : four were from Salabad-jing’; two con-
firming the two foregoing ; another giving the countriesof Arcot and

i Tritchinopoly to Mr. Dupleix after the death of Chunda-faheb ; the
f} other appointing Mortiz-ally of Velore, lieutenant under Mr. Dupleix

in thefe countries: the feventh and laft piece, which the French called
j the moft authentic, was a letter from the Great Mogul, confirming all
~_ that Salabad-jing had done in favour of Mr. Dupleix and his allies.
The French deputies then ‘afked whet titles the Englifh had to pro-
~duce ; who replied that they coafifted of patents from Nazir-jing,
~ Gazi-o-din Khan, and the Great Mogpl, appointing Mahomed-ally
Nabob of the Carnatic: here again was a flat contradn.&u’, and of
{uch a nature as could not be adjufted without {ending the deputics
o Delhi. The French, notwithffanding, infifted that the titles fhould
~ beexamined; and being told that the Nqbob s were at Tritchinopoly,
- defired that they might be. immediately fent for ; neverthelefs they in
delivered copies of their own to be ferutinized by thc 1
cs &tﬂﬁr vawdﬂwthum nation




* and objeions which prevailed with. both fides on the validity of the 1754,

adverfary’s titles, came clofe tothe point, and ordered his deputies to ™~

propofe that the Englith and French fhould be put in poffeflion of
lands of equal value in fuch different parts of the province as might
prevent future difputes ; that the commerce of the two companies in
the Carnatic thould be eftablifhed on equal terms of advantage ; that
{ecurity fhould be given to the Myforeaus for fuch a fam of money as

upon an equitable adjuftment of their account might appear to be due

to them; that a penfion fhould be affigned to Raja-faheb, the {on of
Chunda-faheb; and that the French prifoners fhould be releafed ;

provided Mr. Dupleix would acknowledge Mahomed-ally Nabob of

the Carnatic. Thefe propofals left the French fuperior by the whale
of their pofleffions to the northward, which were of much greater va-
lue than what the Englith would have been content to take, fubjeét
to an equality with them in the Carnatic: a moderation which would
have been inconfiftent with the continual fuccefs of the Englith arms,
if the expences of thg war had not already greatly hurt the commercial
interefts of the Eaft-India company, reftrained, by their charter, from
enlarging their capital. The acknowledgment of Mahomed-ally ap-
peared the only difficulty in Mr. Saunders’s propofal; but even this
might be removed by the Englith acknowledaing Salabad-jing, on
condition that he would confirm Mahomed-ally in the Nabobhip ;
and that the French would likewife agree to concur equally with the
Englith in fupporting this prince in his government. But Mr. Dupleix
was fo intoxicated’ by his connexions With Salabad-jing, and his no-

tions of his own authority in thg Carnatic, that he rejeéted Mr. Saun-

ders's propofal with difdain. It was now no longer poffible to miftake
his views, or to cloubt that he had any other intention than to leave

the Englifh in polleffion of a fortieth part of the territories dependant _

on Arcgt, on condition that they would tamely fuffer him to keep.
and govern -all the reft with abfolute fovereignty. Big with thefe
ideas, he ordered his deputies to infift ftzenuoufly on the validity of
his titles : and whilft they were explaining the various events, which

had led their nation to the acquifition of fuch important prerogatives,

the Englifh deputies difcovered that the Mogul‘s letter to Mr, Du-

pleix wanted the ufual fignature, which is a feal engraved with hw i
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¢ &. uime and titles, and flamped with ink at the head of the patent.
They likewifc obferved that the feal imprefled on the wax which had
fecured the cover of the letter, appeared by the date to be thirty-three
years old, and confequently belenged to a former emperor. Thefe
defeéis naturally gave them many fufpicions, which were much con~-
firmed, when, on defiring an explanation from the French deputies,.
they immediately recalled all their papers, giving for a reafon, that
they would not fubmit them to any farther examination before the:
Nabob'’s patents were produced. This in reality wasno reafon at alls,
they, however, confulted Mr. Dupleix on the objections made to the
‘Mogul’s letter, who replied, that the piece he had delivered to them
< was only a duplicate, to which the writer in the fecretary’s office at
Delhi, might have thought it needlefs to affix the feal of fignature,,.
and that with the fame negligence the firft feal which came to hand:
might have been taken up by him to feal the cover; but that the
original brought by the Mogul’s officer deputed. from Delhi, had the
feal of fignature affixed to it, which was dated in the firft year of the
reign of the late emperor Hamell Schah; and that the letter itfelf
was dated in the fifth year of his reign, the fame in which it was
received. It now becamie neceflary to examine the original, and to-
« enquire whether it was the cuftom in the fecretary’s office at Delhi
4o pay fo little attention to duplicates 3, but Mr. Saunders, and the
Englith deputies, thought that what they had already feen and heard
was a fufficient proof that the copy was a forgery, and concluded the-
fame of the original, and the reft of the French papers :: the French
deputies neverthelefs perfifted to defend the authenticity of thems;.
and leaft the abrupt manner in which they had withdrawn them.
from farther examination fhould be interpreted as a proof that they
themfelves knew their pieces could not ftand the teft, they now gave
another reafon for this part of their conduét, nllcdgmg that.they had
~ recalled them only for fear copies thould be taken in order to.direct
- Mahomed-ally in making,out thofe patents he had. promifed to pro-
o ir* . duce. This blundering apology expofed their caufe more than any
Ly (344 ‘:qgrks which their adverfaries had hitherto made; for it was a
T i _owlngmenﬁ, ﬂm tbey themﬂ'-lvu were cenmd.nfth&.
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they arrived at this conviétion; and the Englifh deputies might ""‘"H

have added, as the natural confequences of this principle laid down
by their adverfaries, that if Mahomed-ally could avail himfelf of fuch
arts, Mr. Dupleix might have made ufe of them likewife ¢ this ar-
gument, however, was not produced, either becaufe it did not occur,
becaufe it would have exploded the pretenfions arifing from patents
on both fides : hut this the Englith ought to have wifhed, fince it

would have reduced the conference to a plan of equality, which

would give them a right to demand an equal fhare of the countries
to the northward, or to infift that the French fhould relinquifh them;
after which the Englith might have confented to recede from this
demand, on condition that Mr. Dupleix fhould acknowledge Maho-
med-ally in the Carnatic; but arguments have very little influence
in treaties, and both fides bad already made ufe of fuch fharp invec-
tives on the conduct of their adverfaries during the war, that it was
manifeft neither had any hopes of bringing about a reconciliation,
Thus the conferefice broke up en the eleventh day after it began,
leaving beth fides more exafperated than ever.

I the mean while hoftilities did not ceafe. The body of 1200 Mo-
rattoes, who had {lipped by Gauderow, puthed through the kingdom

of Tanjore even to the fea-coaft; plundering and burning the wl]ages,.f
deftroying the grain, and driving off the cattlc the confternation .

and mifchief which they fpread through the country, convinced the
king of his impmdence in having fet fo little value on the alliance of
the Englith, as well as on Zw abilities of his gcucral Monac-gee 3
and with the ufual fupplenefs of weak minds when involved in dans
_ gerous circum{ltances, he now ftrenuoufly follicited major Lawrence

to march to hi8 relief; and reinftated Monac-gee in the command of
the army. The violent rains had fwelled the rivers, and rendered the:

mad{ {o bad, that it was impoffible for the Englith to march into his

country ; but Monac-gee went in queft of the enemy without délay,.
at the head of 3000 horfe. The Morattoes, ignorant. of the country,,

had imprudently got between two branches of the Caveri near the fea,. " I

‘and a fudden flood fielled both the chamnels fo much, tha; :he;
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54 snmuclnfed in an ifland from which they c&ﬁ!é‘%h get ot again
" before the waters fubfided. - Whilft thiey' were waiting for this at the
head of the ifland, Monac-gee marchied and encamped to the eﬁ:ﬁ_
ward of them, near a pas which he knew wold be fordable fooner
than anv other part of the two arms by which they were enclofed ;

e and the inftant that the ®aters were fufficiently fallen, croffed over,
%‘ 5 7 and coming upon them by furprize, attacked them in the angle of the
B ifland, where it was fo narrow that his troops extended from oné arm
F ~_ to the other in their front. * The Morattoes, thus pent up, fecing o

i othier means toefcape but by cutting their way through the Tanjorines,

&, exerted themfelves with their ufual bravery, augmented by defpair:
! * but on the other hand, the Tanjorines were inflamed by the defire of
[ - revenging the injuries their country had fufféred from thefe cruel free-
booters, and Monac-gee, fenfible that the continuance of his mafter’s
uncertain favour would depend on the fuccefs of this day, animated
__ his troops, who loved him, by his own example; fighting in the
¥ thickeft throng with the utmoft mtrepldxt} Valour on both fides
Pt- ' being thus' equal, the foperiority of numbers decided the vitory.:
~ 8oo of the Morattoes were killed, and moft of the reft were wounded
and taken prifoners. To deter them from invading his country in
£ «future, Monac-gee ordered all the dead bodies to be hanged upon trees;
h' and all the prifoners, not excepting thofe who were wounded, o be
| Ampaled alive in fight of the high roads. Having dd'graccd his vitory
by this cruelty, he returned with the horfes of the flain in triumph to
Tavjore. The Englith hoped that this fuccefs would induce the
kmg td’ ﬁ-.nd his troops to join them; Yad the vi€orious general ex-
at the fervice he had rendered would confirm him in his maf-

- ter's favour : but both were dxfappomted for the envy of the minifter
Suéca-gbe mcrenﬁnu with the merit of his rival, he perfuqdcd the king
that there was no Iongcr any neceffity to be at the expence of Kecping
hnsnoops m pay, fince the fevere blow wh1ch the Morattoes had re-




Fhe r of Fre nTritchinopoly major 1
I.-.ﬁw:ence to augmentu tha‘gﬁmfm to 300 W’m 1509?8& \-—:2:
poys; 150 of the battalion likewife remained fick in the hofpital 3 fo ,
that the whole force with which he kept the field was no more than '
600 Europeans, including the artillery men, and - 18m4W
French battalion, reinforced in December with 200 men, was now

equal to the Englifh, and they had moreover four companies of Tﬁ- ey
pafles, each of 100 men, diftinét from their battalion ; they had d& _
6000 Sepoys, and the Myforcans and Morattoes remainedsas before,. :
with little alteration in their numbers. . Notwithftanding this fupe-* |
riority, the enemy did not venture to quit the ifland and encamp to- :
the fouth of the Caveri. ,

The plain of Tritchinopoly having been {o long the feat of war,. ﬂ'
fearce'a tree was left ftanding for feveral miles round the city ; and
the Englith detachments were obliged to march five or fix miles to- j
get firewood. Their provifions came chiefly from the Tanjore couh~ *
try ; but the merchants would not venture nearer than Tricatapoly,. :
a fort eighteen mifes eaft of Tratchinopoly, from whence, whena !
fufficient | quantity was colleéted, they were efcorted to the £amp,.
What*came from Tondiman’s country was brought at appomted times
to the fkirts of his woods, within fix or feven miles of the camp, The -
dctachments fent on thele fervices were fcldom lefs than 150 EurQ- v
Ppeans; and 500 Sepoys, a force which the enemy’s cavalry,. unfup-:
ported by Euvropeans, were always afraid toattack ; and feven convoys :
were fafely efcortéd from the beginning of January to the middle of £
Februgry ; at which time a cguvoy was in readinefs, much larger. =
than any of the former, for it confifted of a great quantity of military . q
ftores, « aswe'll as provifions, the carriage of which required no lgfg, : ?j
than 3000 oxen® the efcort was therefore made ftronger than m X
being W{e&»oﬁ the grenadier company of 100 mei, 80 other, E ‘_a' e
ropeans, 8oo Sepoys, and four pieces of cannon ; this force, alth
more than one third of the ,was fearcely adequate to tbem-
voy; and, what was ftill more unﬁx%unate, the command of thgm

feil, by the rotation of military duty, 40 an ‘officer of little W“ﬁ .
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~.-__;foMe, little danger was apprehcndad and it was magmnd that a
S “party of Tanjorine horfe which lay mrnmped at Cootaparah, five
miles north-eaft of Elimiferum, would join the efcort upon any emer-
o gency : but thefe, whether inadvertently, or from a malicious defign
E‘{:.' of avoiding the fervice expected from them, quitted their poft the
4 12th of February, the very day that the efcort marched; which, how-
- _ever, arrived without interruption at Tricatapoly in the evening, from
i whence they fet out with the convoy the next day, and gained Kelli
% Cotah, where they paffed the night : this fort is fituated about five
miles to the eaft of Cootaparah, and the road between thefe two places

{ies through the fkirts of Tondiman’s woods. The enemy at Sering-

: ham receiving intelligence that the party were returning, determined
A5 to meet them with a {fufficient force; 12000 horfe, Morattoes and
B Myforcans, 6000 Sepoys, 400 Europeans, with feven pieces of cannon,
' ‘croffed the river in the night, and pofted themfelves a little to the eaft
of Cootaparah. The convoy continuing their march at day-break the
. 1 5th, advanced two miles from Kelli Cotah without any fufpicion of
! _danger ; when they difcovered at & diftance feveral bodies of cavalry
~moviyg on all fides amongft the thickets and underwood. * The com-
manding officer neverthelefs made no change in his difpefition, which

k¢ happcned to be the very worft that could have been imagined ; for he
e had diftributed the troops in fmall bodies along each ﬁde of the line of
i, ‘bullocks and carts, and even in the front and rear kept no more than a
.~ fingle platoon, ' The Morattoes were commanded by Morari-row and
i Innis Khan, who foon difcovered the weaknefs of this order of march,
: and refolved to take advantage of it Y:thout waiting for the French
g troops. On a fudden, all thc different bodies of cavalry, which fur-
rounded the convoy, fet up a thout in concert, and galloping up at full
fpoaﬁ charged every part of the line almoft in the farhe inftant ; fome
‘puthing on to the intervals which feparated the different platoons, and
1 falling on their flanks, whilft others attacked them in  ‘front.
onfet was fa fudden and i us, that few of the Englith

' d:fc‘hnrge,'after which, what




?B;bot’ﬂ o Hm;gardng&iﬁn‘xm 23, 345

© Moft fofth'e ﬁqmya flung down their armsmﬂ fed at the beginning 1754
of the onfet. The bullocks, terrified by the tumult, increafed it by
" puthing on all fides to get away, fometimes againt the enemy, fome-
times upon the efcort. The fight however continued until the French
troops came up, who obliging the Morattoes, much again{t their
will, to theathe their fivords, offered quarter, which was accepted:
738 foldiers were made prifoners, and of thefe 100 were wounded,
50 were killed on the fpot : of eight officers five were killed, and the
other three were wounded; amongft them the commanding officer,,
“morta.lly. Licutenant Revel, the fame who ferved at the defenceof  «
" Arcot, commanded the artillery in this aétion : this brave man feeing
the day loft, and the enemy on the point of getting poffeflion of the
cannon, fuffered himfelf to be cut down without making refiftance, N2
rather than quit the work in which he was employed, of fpikingup
one of the field pieces. The garrifon of Elimiferum, as foon as they
heard the firing, marched to fecure the village of Cootaparah, that
the convoy might takc poft in it: but all was loft before they arrived
there. g 4
This waseby far the fevercft blow which the Englifh troops had
fufferec during the courfe of the war ; it took off’ one third of the
battalion; but what rendered the misfortune irreparable, was the
lofs of that gallant company of grenadiers, whofe courage on every
olcafion we have feen deciding tl e vi€tory, and who may be faid,
without exaggeration, to have rendered more fervice than the fame .
number of troops Belonging to any nation in any part-of the world. :
The whole convoy, provifions, ‘military ftores, and 7000 pounds in 3
money, fell into the enemy’s Wands, who returned with their booty'
and their _prifoners to the ifland.  They foon after fet the Sepoys at
libert'y, who retufned to the Englith camp; and they permitted the e
two furyjving Englifh officers to depart on their parole, wh:xch wu e "
taken in the name of Sallabadjing. bl e
The prefidency of Madrafs, as foqa as they heard of this mﬁfm'- $13]
tune, fent a detachment of 180 men, under the command of captain "J
Pigou, to Devi Cottah, by fea; and about the fame time hopes were
entertained of remforcmg the army thh a.body of cavalry, which
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o Pondicherry, where he :

4 ‘ provmce, when Mr. Duplctx, : ;
~ him. On Nazir-jing’s death he wmﬂhﬂlﬂa to follow

tunes of Murzafa-jing, with whom hémmtbf&g&rw; but

after his death retired to Cudapth, wheqehqhad Jemained until he

took it into his head to come back to the ‘Carnatic with 2000 horfe, -

m' Pem, tcfem. a&hsﬁ&.ﬁum hmbmthiar ﬂ&

‘:mithﬂutwcewmg o fhinw b mnneyato;f i : th

* brother Abdul-wahab promifed to fupply, upon w hl.t'.l’t it was expe&ed
l ‘that he would march immediately to Tritchinopoly. The experience
~+ of the late difafter convinced major Lawrence, that the party at Devi
Cottah was not ftrong enough to march to the camp, and dreading

 to leave the city expofed to another affault, by moving to join them,

. he ordered them to wait at Devi Cottah, until Maphuze Khan came
u]l,.and detcrmmud mthe mean time to maintain his ground on the
8 b : ding be had only 400 Europeansin the field. The

‘rendered it impoffible to bring provifions
iftance as the Tanjore country, and indeed the king,
by -:M»ﬁwp laze defeat of the cfcort would ohhge the

rrrr



i ez 8 ’ _ "w"'
" tia Clive, . Tittl bofore the batle of Coyiepaks he was a brave
" and refolute man, but cool uﬂ& warym action, and capable’ of ftra-
tagem : he conftantly procured intelligence of the  enemy ’$ motions,
and having a perfet knowledge of the country, pia;mcd the marches
of the convoys fo well, that by conftantly changing the roads, and
the times of bringing the provifions out of the woods, not one of -
" them was intercepted for three months. The enemy, however, get- ,
ting intelligence that the magazines were kept at Killahore, fent, in of
the end of March, a party to attack that place; but they were repulfed - -
by the Sepoys ftationed there. About the fame time the rcgcnt de-
tached roco horfe, and 1000 Sepoys, with fome pieces of cannon,
to his own country, which the Morattoe Balagerow had entered,
and was plundering : but foon after he reccwed a reinforcement of
2000 Morattoes, under the command of Morari-row’s brother, which
more than compenfated the draught he had made from his army :
even this reinforcement did not tempt the enemy to quit the ifland,
and encamp on the plain, although it was evident that this meafure
would inewitably oblige the Englifh either to retire or bring on a
general action,  In the mean time the Englith camp, although not.
diftrefled for previfions, had little hopes of receiving any reinforce~
ments to enable them to ftand their-ground if the enemy thould
<ake this ftep ; for the detachment at Devi Cottah could not pru-
dently move until they were joined by Maphuze Khan, who cavilling
with his brother about the pay of his troops, had got no farther than
Conjeveram, and thewed no inclination to proceed front thence be-
fore his demands were fatisfied. Major Lawrence therefore, as the
only refource, reprefented to the prefidency the neceflity of endea-
vourmg to recover the king of Tanjore to the Nabob's intereft, and
P’alk, who had during his former refidence at Tanjorc, made ®
“acceptable to the king, was fent thither again in the 551531&' SAY.
~of Apnl. He now found the king difficult of accefs, and more t'ha :
under J:hc mﬂuent:eof his minifter Succo-gcc, who waswfy-

mpmfcntamm ma‘de.
| i N . Y? ~' |
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A -i‘ingﬁom concludmg#the treaty wztli e My
i .mdpcc him to fend his troops to Tritchinopoly,

" flances, whxch the enemy’s generals, if mdued withOmmon fagacity -
or activi 11“_5 3 mlght foon have rendered defperate, it was difcovered that
the army had for fome time been expofed. to the danger of treachery
from a perfon in whom, by the nature of his office, major Lawrence
had been obliged to repofe the utmoft confidence.

One day in the beginning of April, a Bramin informed the fervant
of captain Kilpatrick, that as he was wafhing himfelf that morning.
Qﬁ the river fide, fome of the enemy’s Colleries croffed the river, and
T gave ﬁparcel to fome Colleries belonging to the Englifth camp, whom:
E ~ he heard, although indiftinétly,. faying fomething about a letter, and
I
-

- “Mahomed Iffoof the commander of the Sepoys ; he added, that he
©  knew the men who had taken the parcel, and defired affiftance to
. feize them. The Colleries were immediately taken up, and one
i of them, without hefitation, delivered a woollen parcel, contain~
ing a letter direfted to Mahomed ,lﬂ'oof which scaptain Kilpatrick

* . immediately carried to the major, in whofe prefence it was opened,.
g and interpreted by Poniapah, the principal linguift. It was from the
regent of Myfore, fealed with his feal of fignature, and on the back.
. “was flamped the print of a band, a form cquivalent with the Myfo--
© . reans to an oath. The letter defired Mahomed Iffoof, and anothers

gt officer of  Sepoys, to meet, according to their promife, fome perfons.
Ry wl;pw to bqﬂcputcd by the regent, with powers to: adjuft the
0 timean manner of betraying the city of Tritchinopoly ; in reward

R\ iofop: w,h;cﬁ,&rvmc the regen® promifed, if the plot fuceceded, to give
h@h@rﬂaﬂ}wa {fum of money equal to 160,000 pounds flerling, a
emiﬂrg‘qgmmmd in his. army, with fome lands ; he agreed
ife to reward, in_the manner that Mahomed Iffoof fhould re~
mend, flch friends as. mmmmw enterprize™ On
{Toof, the other officer of Scpoys mentioned in the
: ﬂ;ﬁ;m;m thu&dlenes he
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that aﬂ:mg one another what it rmght be, they mncludcd it was

forncthmg belonging to a perfon who had wafhed there in the morn-
ing, or to the Bramin himfelf who was then wathing very near them:.
fo they agreed not to touch it, and went away; but one lefs ferupu-
lous than the reft, in hopes that it might contain fomcthmg of value, .
returned and took it up. Mahomed lf'foof and the other Sepoy of-
ficer, declared they knew nothing of the matter. Poniapah the lin-
guift interpreted. the depofitions, and gave it as his opinion, that the
Bramin knew more of the letter than he had difcovered. The next
day the prifoners were examined again, when the Bramin was affured
that his life fhould be {pared if he would reveal the truth: upon which .
he declared, that thé day before he accufed the Colleries, he went to
Seringham, in confequence of a meffage from the regent of Myfore, . .
defiring to fee himj; when thg regent -offered him a reward of.
100,000 gupees, if he would contrive to make ufe of the letter in .
queftion, 1o as to prejudice Mahomed Iffoof in the minds of the Eng- -
lith; he added, that he undertook the commiflion partly for the fake
of the reward, and partly from defire to be revenged on. Mahomed ~

« lioof, who had been the principal author of his late imprifonment.
The Colleries were again examined feparately, and agreed, without
any variation, inethe depofition they made the day before; upon
which they, as well as Mahomed Iffoof, and the other Sepoy oﬁcer
were releafed, and declared innocent.

However, fufpicions were entertained that the whole truth had -,fl s

not been told, and that fome perfon, of much more confequence than -

miﬁmt writer, fuch as the Bramin, was at the bottom ofm_o; g -

iniquity : the Bramip was therefore fent back to prifdn, id
remained there feyeral days, often urged to.difcover more ; 5 but M
pﬂ'%ngwm his fecond depofition. ' At length, major Laws
mgiw gentle methods produced nothing, detcrmned go trf the

fect.of terror, and ordered Poniapab, thewﬁngmﬁ, tjy"_'__j 1aint him,




e Wi |
hol u‘uth and fupport.atbyproofe The ungmﬂ:&ﬁma undf |
aid, the prifoner had now confeffed that he had been. advifed to go
3P .'«go the king, and propoﬁs the fcheme of the letter by one Gopi ravze,’
 a man who refided in Tritchinopoly, and formerly ferved as an in-
~ terpreter to the Englith commandant of the garrifon. Gopinrauze
k was immediately examined ; he faid he knew nothing of the affair,
5 but appeared confounded and frightened, upon which Poniapah the
5 imgul& faid he was certa.m:ly guilty, Whilft the examination of Go- -
3 pinrauze was carried on in the.camp, the Bramin confined in the
m., contrived to fend a meffage to Mahomed 1ffoof, defiring to fee
3 , having fomething of importance to communicate. Mahomed
) % ¢ ~ Mfloof repaired to the prifon, taking the precaution to carry another
k& - perfon with him to be a witnefs of the converfation ; when the pri-
i -:‘]l {oner made the following declaration.. That ferving in the com-
~ miflary’s department, under Peramrauze the principal agent and in-
. | terpreter to the Englifh commiffary, he had feveral times been fent
| to Seringham to follicit the releafe of his mafter’s family, who had
- | been taken prifoners, when the convoy coming from Tricatapoly was
; | defeated. After feveral journies he procured their liberty, and a little
~ while afterwards Poniapah propofed to him, as he was known in the
~ ‘enemy’s camp, to carry a letter, and deliver it either to the king, or
. fome of his principal officers; the Bramin anfwered, that if was a -
dangerous bufinefs, for which he might be hanged ; to which the lin-
* guilt replied, that he thould be able to fave him by faying that he em-
 ployed him as a fpy, The Bramin defired time to confider, and im-
~mediately went and confult® his mafter Peramrauze, who advifed
him to comply with Poniapah’s requeft. Poniapah, however, ap-
prehenfive of a difcovery, told him that it-was not proper to write
th: lgm:tf in the Epghih camp, but dlm&nd the.pnfoncr to wn.tc
fhig:




7‘th¢ Nabob for l'us‘ hreact &' aqéh, and afked wh
1ifh could have for fuppom him hut. Pomapaﬁ anfwered; the
had affifted them in dcfcndmg Fort St. David, when attacked b
French in 1748. Poniapah then atked the regent what he hag !
his heart ; who replied, that if the Englifh would. pay him aﬂ he
expences he had incurred during the war, he would go away; or :f ' ) Ty
they would give him the city, he would pay their expences: or laftly, '
if the Nabob and his whole family, would come and throw them- &
felves at his feet, beg for mercy, ahd own themfelves beggars, that ' é
would fatisfy him. Why, faid he, do the Engl:fh ftay here and fpend -
their money to no purpofc my expence is no greater than it would .’ﬁ
be if I remained in Myfore. Poniapah replicd, “that he knew tﬁn
Englith would give up the city, if their expences were reimburfed;
for that he had feen a letter to this purport, written by the governor %‘
of Madrafs, five or fix months ago. The regent faid he was readf'“h o
make the agreement, but that it muft be kept a fecret from the
French, f& he would not truft them, knowing that they wanted the
city for themfelves, Poniapah aflured him, that the bufinefs might
be concluded as foon as Mr, Palk arrived at Tanjore ; and in anfwer®
.to queftions made by the regent, he told him, that the Engi@ got all
their provifions from Tondiman’s country, that there were only ] pro-
 vifions for two months in thewity, and likewife revealed feveral other -
interefting pnmculars of their condition. ~The regent affured him,
that if the negociation fucceeded, he weuld give him a great reward
in money, a number of villdges, and the command of a thoufand
‘Bramins : for Poniapah himfelf was a Bramin. The confcreqlcc,.L '-'I-.I"f'
then finithed, and Poniapah, at his return to camp, reported tb ) ol
~major fach part of it only as nzt:mld not prejudice himfelf; he Li P
‘Wm Bramin to fay néthing of what he had heard to any’%gc, i
pting his mafter Peramrauze, and to tell him only fuch particulars
’ ,,f,_ ' :mtc\ndﬂl tmrelata to thc lﬂijﬂf Smnie w.' af




" , .itm as foon as he came out of his conﬁn&ment, his mafter ﬁm hlm
- to Poniapah, who told him, that {fo much time had been loft by his
journey to Tanjore, and his confinement after his return, that the re-
. gent, who had heard nothmg of the bufinefs fince they went to Se-

- ringham together, muft mmgme ‘they had trifled with him it was_
nnce[ﬁr,y therefore, he faid, that the Bramin fthould go to the regent
- w delay. The Bramin. confenting, Poniapah gave him inftruc-

S how to condu& bimfelf ; in confequence of which he advifed
e *‘i:ﬂe regent to write to Mr. Palk at Tanjore, defiring him to get per-
- miffion for Pomapah to come agam to. Seringham.: he added, that if
L the regent could in the mean time contrive to prevent the Englifh
e ' from receiving provifions, they muft iiecvitably retire; that as the
o Neloor Subahdar was the only perfon who knew how to conduét
"~ their convoys, it was neceffary to get him killed, which might eafily
B 1 be eﬁo&ed fince he often went abroad with fmall partics; but as a
Qb furer method to remove him, the: regent ought to write a letter ad-
.~ | dreffed to him, pretending that he had promifed to betray the city.
., The regent wrote the letter without hefitation, and delivered it to the

_FBﬁmm, who returning from Seringham, was taken up-with the let-
; ",ter concealed in his cloaths, by fome of the Englifh troopers : thcy
.~ carried him a prifoner to the camp, but without difcovering the let-

AL wter he was extrmted out of this difficulty by Poniapah, who bcmg
ordered to examine him, reported that he had been to vifit fome re-
,Q_th'm.sat Ehaifel'um. As foon as h= was releafed, he went to his
‘mafter Peramrauze, and gave him fome hiats of the bufinefs he had
doing at Seringham. The next dayhelﬁd*thclettcrmthe-
y the river fide, md»aafm u&hq%meof"thc Collmum

| 'mdgsve nformation to captai Kﬂpmwk'sfwm






