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100 of the garri/On. and .11 together {"",ing t~jr way iota tlje pa. 
lace, they got the Nabob into his palankCCD. ol1dC'A:orted him ,..the 
camp furrounded by 200 Europeans wi,h fixed bayonet.; the male
contents not daring to offer him allY ourrage as be was paifmg, nor 
on the other hand was any injury oft"ered to them: [or nothwith
fianding fuch proceedings ill more civilized nations rarely happen, 
and are juftly efteemcd mutiny and trearOll; yet in Indofiatl they 
are common accidents, and arife from fucb eaufes as render it diffi
cult to arcettain whether the prince or his army is moll in fault. The 
Nabob had certainly 110 money to pay his troops; fo f~r from it that 
the Englifh had now f~r two years furniihed all the expence of their 
own tl'OOps.-w the field: but it is a maxim with every prince in lndiar 
let his \\ ealth be ever (0 great, to keep his army in long arrears, (or 
fear 'h!)' Muld defer!. Thi. apprehenfiou i. perhaps not unjuJlly 
entertained of hirelings coHea-cd from ever~ part of a dcfpotick em
pire, and infeofihle ·of notiolls of attachment to the prince or ca6fe 
,hey ferve; but from hence the foldiery, accuftonled to e.xcufes when 
diCtated by no ncceffity,give no cTeAil tothofewhich are made to them,. 
whep there is a rcal impoffibility of fatisfying their demands; and a 
praClice common to moll of the princes of ludoaao, concurs not Q 

little to iucrea(e this millrufl: in all who ien:e them: for 011 the one ' 
hand the vain notions in ... bich they have been educated infpire them 
\\lith fuch a love of outward ihew, :md the incrvating cJ~mate in 
which they arc born renders them fo incapable of ref tiling the im-
pulfes 0( fancy; Bud on the other the frequent reverfes Q( (attune in 
this empire di8ate fo firongly the neceffity of hoarding rifoufCell 
againa: the hour of calamity, that nothing.is more comDlOO than lQol 
fee a Nabob purchafing a jewel or ornament of great price,.at the very 
lime that he is in the greatefi diftrefs for money w au{wer the neccf
'ties of the government. Hence, inftead of being 1hocked at thC c'" 
mours of their fuldiery, .hey are accullomed to live in ezpe&otion af 
them, and it is a maxim in their condua to bear them. with patience .. 
lInletS the croud proceed 10 violcDce;. but in order to prevent thY: . 
they take care '0 attach to ,heir iu • .,./ls fom. principal olic:err, with. 

• lUch. number of the heft troops as may feM on elllCl:got>cy III check 
the tumult. which is rarclybeaded by a matl of dillintlion. Burwben 
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The )~ IiIJlPlies at pro.i/ioa$ Iocing clUi"! refervecllar the ufe 
of fhc garrifon, die inhabilaDlI were Icf~ 10 """,ide for thClllWves, 
and rice was "OW fold in tbe market for balf a crown tbc ...... {urc, 
-about an Englilh quart, which was fifteen. times dc::arcr than the com-. 
mon price; and lire-wndd was fcarccly to br. rrocured at any tate. 
Thi. feareity foon obliged .hem '0 qui. their habi.ations, aad in IcC. 
than a month thit; fpaciol1s city, which ha.d formerly c~taiued. 
400,000 per-foils. was left almon defolate; for the military people 
who remained ill it, {oldiers and artificers of all denominations, did
tlot exceed 2.000 men. of thefe the Naboll's Peom, as being capa
ble of no other fervice tban to give an ala.rm, were polled between 
'the outward and inward wall; their number was about lO~O: the 
Sepoy.!, 600, were fiationcd round the ramparts, and the Europeaus. 
about 200, "ere appointed, rome to guard the gates, wbilft tbe reft 
Jay on their arms every night, in readine{s to march to any quarter 
'Where the alarm might bc~given. 

Vigilance fupplied as mueb ••. pollible .he defca of nllmbccs; ne
verthelefs it was vifible that the ei."thu. fiendeny garrifoned, would 
run great rifque if the e"emy attempted a vigorous aflAul. by night: 
nor ,"ere they entirely without fuch intentions; for the French pre .. 
pared fealing ladders, .nd of.en fent partie •• o found the depth of.be 
ditcb -; but thefe were always difcovered and beaten off before they 
ceald aa:omplilb .heir d.fign. In the meantime Mr. Dupleix frrenu
oully impommed Mr. Brenier;who had fueceeded Mr. Allnio III the 
commaad, to .trem~t an efcalade at all events, and fuggefied to him 
a metbod of getting the info;-ma.ion he wanted by fending one Dc 
Cattans an intelligent officer, as a dc!crter, into tlu: town: the mao: 
was pr'OlDued the command of a company. and thirty thoufand ru
pce,; ror wliicb he no. only uudertoak to find Oll' .he proper tppc 
where they Ihould place their fealing I~dders, bu •• 11i> t.o m1jplPjo • 
correfpoadencc with the French prnoncrs, who were 10 ""=*..." 
and feizc tbe ann. of .be guard, and attack the quarters of tIW~ 
lilb wbilll: the a/J"aul. was made on .be wall.. He was ~ iIIlO 
the city, and Glid .hat be came to oft'er his fcrvice to the ~ 
being difgu/lcd by an nnjut\ .... furc. ",bicb bid been catl: no hi. COA~ 

• 4ua.ill i!Ic'" baltle u tho gn~ rock: All over-ftniaetl ~ 
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"rrr.nknefs in bis bob.viollr gave ",ptain Diltoa 101110 firiP~ 
and two Cpies were Cet to watch his aalou, who it ddleient times 
difcovcred him meafuring the calibre of the guns, raking- a {urvey of 
the works, and fathoming the heigbl of the wall with. lead amI' 
line, after which he threw notes through the window. to tbe FreQcll 
priCone,.,. Th",e was in Ihe garrifon a Fre""h foldier wboCe fi<relilY 
to the Englith mi&bl he depen,*", on ; this man engaged to detcCl 
his countryman Ilitl more efFeCluallr.and w6ered himfelf to be chaC.· 
_d in bi. ugbt by caplllin Dalton. fOr Come pretended negle<l; after
which he affeCted. {uch_a refentment (or this treatment~that-De Cal~~ 
tans gave. him his entire confidence, offering him a great reward if" 
be would affifi:.ju the execution of his plan. The foldier wd he was~ 

°not made for great ~nterpri(es, but offered to defert the firft ni.&.,ht he: 
Jhould be an guard at the barrier .. and to carry a... Jener, provided De 
CattaJ)s would· afi'ure him of pardon for h""iug. defert.ed from the' 
French. This the other readily agreed to, .,id gave him a nard on. 
fn forll!iig6ed with his name, to~hich h. added the title" of pleni-. 
JlOIeIltiary ef tile marquis Dupleix.~· At the ume time he dcliveredl 
to him a letter fOr Mr. Br.nitr. which contailled a full anoj ex.a, 
.rcriptioll of the defence. of the I,Iac:e. and fom. command.lions . 
on his own addrefs in deceiving the Englifh commandant, whom tic. 
dcfcribed as a very-young maq,.that placed more confidence in hitnl 
than any of hi. own officers.. The foldier carried the lelrer to cap-
&ain Dalton, who immediately c3ufed De CaUalls to be arrefi'cd j at': 
'am he denied the faa, bu~ 011 feeing his own ~ritirtg, dellred thatt 

h. ~i&ht net Cutler the difgrace of being han!fd,. bur have the ho-
o - oI'lIcing Ibor by a 61e of mutketeers. Yfe was tal<l that his fate ' 

'j'!lbul. not be decided Lawrence arrived; , cljifain 0aI-
the ~ iute a ware by tb. time. 
lC"inft LitDltlf, promifed tho cri-

:$~fi~~i~~5~~j"zO~U~ld WJ1I.e a letter efcal. at fllCb 
il\h\. ·De CattaIlS ~~l' 
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.. ere \lro,,~ than any when: .,IC.. A black fellow undertook to 
carry tbe 'll:ttct 'Cor eigh'i "'pees, and Mr. BRinier, ,giviot bim 
twenty, fent him back With a letter to De CattanI\, lJrOUld"'! to put 
his plan into _tioo, and detiring him 10 .,rite frequently. . ha 
v.in did the ga.riton watch ",vera! nighu (uceet!h'dy, hoping tIuIJ 
the enemy would make the affioult; but the various reports whiclo 
they received of major Lawrence's arrival, kept them in 1uc:h a con .. 
tinual bufi:1e and alarm, that they could not fjlarc a night for the ex. 
ecutiol1 oftrus enterprize, notwithftanding they appearcod convinced 
of its praCticability_ -

The :MyCoreans finding that the e>'l>IOOon made at \Veyoondab. 
had (lone little damage, took poffeffiOli of this poll, and mounting 
twO (~a11 pioces of cannon on the rampart, encamped 300 horfe and 
fome Peons IOder the walls; and a$ the garrifoD of Tnlchinopoly 
had not lately ventured into the fieJd, thofe troops flept in perrea 
fecurity without a fiqglc ccntineJ. Captajn Dahon receiving inte1 ... 
"ligence of their negligence, refolved to bent up their quarters, anel 
.chufing a timc when it was ,"cry gark, a party of 400 men; momy 
Sepo)," marched up clofe to the lents, and made a general difcharge 
.amon~l1: them before they were once challenged. The Sepoy. gor 
fome horfes and arms, and the whole party retreated out of reach 
before the enemy were (ufficicndy roozed to do more than lirc a few 
fiot at random. 

At length, after remaining a month dofely blockaded, and obliged 
to be continually on their guard, the garrifon received advice that tbe 
Major was approaching. he was joined by the Tanjorioc army, con
iifl:ing of 3000 borfe, sud 2000 matchlocks, under the command ~f 
Monac-gcc,ualfo by the expeCted reinforcement from Fort St. David • • 
.of '70 Europeans and 300 Sepoy •. On the 7th of Auguil, tbe umy 
arrived at Dalaway's ehoultry, fi,unted c10fe to the fouthern bank of 
the Caver~ fix miles eaft of TritchiJJOpoly, where they were de
tained the next day by th~ falling of a heavy rain, which rendered 
the country between the chonltry and city impatTable. Thi, obliged 
them to Jirike to the IOutb-weft, and 'the 9th in the merning tboy 
continued their march, e{corting a convoy of f",era! thoufand bU~ 

• providecl by the Nabob, aDd laid to IJIf laden with provifioot; fogrlala 
Q-q g h-. 
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!Tom tbe top of the mel in Tritclainopoly. - oaly .".., ••• tI!eID 
that the eoemy were in motion, but IikiiMIe poiIded_ tile dIf. 

• pofitions they were making. Their do...". in dili!:ItiIt J!AI1ia ex
tended from the French rock to tbe golddl rock: at tile tUpr.\oaf 
rock, as being the place where major Lawrence would firft come 
within their reach, they kept their main body of Europeans and 
Sepoy., together with tbeir .rullery; and a detachment took pof. 
leffion of the golden .rock. The major. when arrived about a mile 
(""tb-eall of the fugar-loaf. baited. and bamgton6dered the enemy's 
dlCpo!i.ion, formed and ordered hi. march in confequenee of -it. ;roo 
prefer"e .be baggage and proviflOlU from .he enemy's fire, he deter
mined no. '0 attempt a paiTage .hrough the poll:. ,hey occupied ; bu • 
to march round the golden rock, whiUl the coovoy with the Nabob 
and his retinue, efcortod uy the TanJorine troops. movel on at fome 
dill.nce 00 ,b. left flank of the Europeans and Sepoy,. It wa. ne
ccirary at aU cv'ents to drive the enemy from fhe golden rock, finet 
their fire from hence migh' gr~tly incommode the line of march :. 
but •• fufpicion of the major's intention to pafs that way, would 
.. tvratly induce them to reinforce this potl, he refoh'cd to divert theiJ~ 
.emtioH, by halting, andIorming as if he intended to march directlYr 
and a.tack tbeir mam body at the fugar.loaf rock. Thi. fUatagem. 
bad the dcfired efFect: monfieur Brenier, not an acute officer, recalted! 
'the greatefl: part of his ,ktachmcllt from the goMeR. rm:~ and w:th. 
much buftle gor his trOOps in order, to receive the major:, who il) 
tbe mean .ime dctached 'he grenadiers and 800 Sepoy. (rom tbe
lTont of ta. line, order ing them \0 ddil. bebUad the convo>, whicl. 
'/lill pr~d 011, aud '0 marcb wi.h aU po$bJt expedition and 01-

laCk Ih. golden rcclr.. Mr, Br"er di.r not pc:reeive tbi. liIo.ioot be
fore i. was too late tQ preveat the ~ of _; he howlvtr inftan.l,. 
lioAI' ''' ...... ,d 1000 hotfeat fuB to inttteuot ,be Eftgfilh. party. 

fimM decacbed l4> reinlOite the guard 
The ~D came and 
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tile 'tGdIo ~l¥"'T""'" iIM',' I iii ~, 1IfIDu" on tho I 
top, which _.-pIiIW~1O tie eaCiiif. P'rt7 ttl ~~ry" _ ..... J 
marching ""'":the Ngar loaf ro4, h8d sot ha1t' wa1' .,.. _lOg 
tho poll thay'.iCat to teinfurce loft, bad not the iIeut tl>jIIlkc 
a pu/b 10 iebtiver it; 'r't IIaltcd, and taking /hell« hehiml • hIhk. 
bogan ID "lIIonado the grenadier. and Sepo>", at tbe goIdeo rid< 
with /Oar IieId piece., By this time Mr. Brenier, with tbo rei) ttl 
tbo French troops, bad proceeded a little way from the fugar loaf 
rock, to {upport his advanced party; but feeing them halt, he halted 
likewife. So that the main body of the Engliih troop' continued 
tbeir marcb, and fecured the pofTeflion of the golden rock without in
terruption: the Talljorines {oon after came up with the baggage,. 
and were ordered to remain with it in the rear. The Engliib ar-
tillery wete now warmly employed againll tbo cannon of theeamy'. 
advanced party, of whom none but the artillerymen wcrc apo1ed, for 
the rell kept ddfe behind the bank. Tbe Englilh battalien Wag 

drawn up in the open plaih without theIter, and in this fituation fUf .. 
fered confiderably, whiHI thei' artillery did little mifcbief to the 
en~my; however the thot that flew over the bank went amongfi: a: 
large body of horfe who were drawn. up in the rear of the advanced 
party, and flung them into confufion j which capta.in Dalton ob .. 
(crving, be iallied (rom the city with two field pieces, and the cavalry 

• finding themCclv~ between two fires, hurried out of reach, iOme to. 
the calt, aDd others to the welt. In the .,'icon time feveral of the Eng
tifh battalion wo-e finlck down, and major Lawrence obiervibJ that 
the enemy'. main bottr made no motion to join the ati't'anced party. 
dctenained to make a jiuII, and drive thefe troop" from the aoIvaA
tageaIP. ground of .. hich thcy .... d taken polfclliol1. The !=adi""": 
with 200 more Europeans, and 3"0 Sepoys, were onItred I'D IIlIU'Ch 
and lIladt. tbem, .. hilft major Lawrence remained at the goldcll;rOck 
.. ith a. rcA ready to fijpporl them if repolfed, Ill' if fucce';fuI, lIrjbi" 
and ~ I:'" adv ..... hr driving the bcacen party 011 the ".",m,... 
_i" ioody. Tho ~ .. f Ibis Attempt depending ill a g._mea"re 
.. auking tho! lltadt Woredle enel1lt' ...... I1J>odywhW:_liIP'to 
.... 1ioc:courof tbeir ..... y, ... s.,stiiblilt _ e>ipidtlilll) ...... 
wilt .,.,IiMpq., ..... .......,_.LIW,ibjla84i .. "' ...... ,.. 



:?l'!; Ur ~ /ired continually ftpop. ~ ~ ~ to cIcUr ~ ~ 
_v.aIty frOl)l atl3ckjug lhe Baoks r:i IiIII; J!!I'!4 .Y~ Up 
4IIIicer aPPoinled to ~ad th<. atlaoil. iuftoa4i# .folio""" b.io erdeq. 
which direClcd bionu>come 10 t/lcj>Ulho( ~~.wiIb9I!t "~I~liorj, 
f01l1 word Ihal h. cOllie) nOI .ueute tham ,.rfbout~.""IId th.t 
I>e was halted. wailiug for it. Upoq, t4is niajor ....... r..;,ejplbiul¥ 
quitted rio" main body. aDd gallopiug Up.pUI himklf Itt Ibe head of 
Ihe party. and led IQ 011. The Iroops, 1IIIinwe~ b,. h;' example. 
mao-ched lID with j<* {piri!. k.o#ping Ib;ir Older. 1I00widUlandirljl 
IhpJ were sailed by a very.jinal"t /ire frOlll tile .... elDf·' artillery. 
Wbil:h killed fcver,* men. and am. the",. captain lU,k •• t tile 
head of the greo.diers: thefe brave fellows, whom nothing d¥ris>g 
tloe war "d ever Ilaggcrcd. could lOot (cc the death "f the ollicer they 
Joved without c;motion, Captain Kilpatrick feeing them at 3. il:and, 
immediately put himlClf a1 tbeir heill. and deflCed Ibem. if they lov~d 
tbc..ir captaiu as Illuch as he valued his friend, to follow him, and re· 
\'enge his dc!!lh: rou1<d ill an inll,ul oy this fpirited e,xborl'lion .nd 
uampJc, diey (wore i • .Iheir mannar. tbat they would follow him 10 

PeII. 1" this tempor tbey pu/hed 00; an" in order to prevent tbe 
FIWIlY from r.~tu,g to their main body. marched to gain Chelr 

•• ri,be Bank, tbe enemy bad Dot cO~l1Ige to /land the Ihock, out quil
ted tile oank in great precipilation. and leaving three fic:ld p~s be
bind them, ran Away towards Weycoudah, expo(ed great part of the. 
/Nay 10 lhe lir. of Ihe ,11"0 field pieces which captain Dalton had 
hr<>ught -out of the city. every Ihot of which. for [ewl! difcbarges, 
lOok oJf' two or three men. ThIo CQCtQy's mai", qqdy pPW. whellloo 

late, . ' fA> "",vo to the afiiIlan'l!! ef." l"IfolIo'but Ii:ciDs them 
. , asul ~ d,ullliP body 

of the 1uII:~,apd 
grea&,~w-

to a Ijovue the. rcar 
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., ... ..,~ .I ~ EnsWJa ....... __ .,., _...."., either 
tiDed or 'It" ... and Oft \loth tidos, prinaipolly ..,. _ iwL 

MomIC'''' .' .. Wllted to excuk bis ncgletl, byalledgie& t!w thO' 
"Iicitude of .. Nabob arut his commi1farics for the ~ of Ibc con
VOY. madoWill unwilling to leave it ""pofecl to tbe onemy'o c:avalq 
which hOftred roo"d iot large bodies: but tbis was AO guod restOn •. 
for major Lawrence immedi3tely Oll_ the- enemy's retreat fent him 
Grders lo l.M.ufue, awl the battalion were marcbillg back to fccure the 
convoy. As (oon as the enemy were out of fight:, the army w~tb the 
'OOflvoy proeeeded to the city.., wbcte 00. taking. all account of the pro ... ' 
.. iflOns before they were lodgo:d in the magazines, it w .. fouDd thaI' 
lhe quantity did not exceed 3= bullock Joads, and tbis not a little 
damaged: which, in weight not being mare than 30,000 poun.ds, 
Was iCarcely fufticient to Iloppl, the Europe8QS .and Sepoy. tell days. 
It would be dlffi...!t to lind an example of fo great B Begligenco, in to 
efrential a li:rviee~whieh had-coil fh much pain.alld rifque, excepting . 
.in the irrcgJJlar and. il'ldolent adminiftration of a Moorilh government 
in 1ndollan; and indeed.the Edgliih themfulv .. were much to l>lame 
filr truiling this important charge entirely to tbe couduct of the 
Nabob and his oflicers. who bad loaded the fell' of the bullocks, for 
there were near 4000, with thc.ic own baggage, and a heap of trum. 
Fry IIot worth· the carriage. 

• The en~my removed their tent. aod baggage as IOen .. it was dark 
from the fugar-loeC rock to Wcycondah. where they ene .... peeI all ce
getber i" f .. ~g • firu •• ion, protc:Cled by tbe fir. of that pofr, that 
fbey .. ld eat be attacked with ..., profpeClof fuceef •• The MyiO
_1had-aIwa"stlta.wo. thtir proviflotlS from their ewn oouGlty ~ and 
.. m-_little pl'Obabilityof proc •• iug pleuty to the city ,.b,Ul the 
... ..,.,. roonained'un tb¢pIaia. th ........ jor. as lOp ..... ~troopo ~ 
• little ...r.e/kcd, .....,bed _. aIOd tak.in~ a cirlHl~_peellII. 
live .... ka, intending (0 intercept .Iltir _""'. tIOmillS f,_qu.wft.· 
... rdoerul.thus~thediftrc.fli:s.wbic~hadtO«ttP~t 

."po ...... army. At _""'" timo~ in,~the 

. _ .......... WidaT~adcnopk.· __ a\'i ...... lNberc 
1be _, lwlleft • ~ .. - &1>.,. ..... _ .,"""",,"sJ 
.. Il1011'% "jIo,,_* d ...... """ea-. ... 

17SJ· -

• 
• 



~ Ln .. rcna:. now OI'dqooIp.:~ tp be hanp! ~ 
tho- Inemy', advanced ~.: ha <lied with gr,eat. 
thc:wcd tnach concern tbat he had endeavoured to capta.JQ: 
.o"'ron. who had n:cei\cd him with (0 11I~ lwIjpj 1tij,d.. . , 
"efs. As the EllgliiJ> had condefeended to ~lqy "W lklill'juCIlt 
.gainfl his own coun") meu, af.er be was dc~ /iii life ougbf to 
have been {pared . 

. The ot,emrJl:itt -..ining at We,coodab" ~r Lawrence made 
1I Illotion _aNa $* OIl tile :Jd; .pou. ... bich tbeX decamped in a 
hurry, a .... "\eavillf J>IIrt of their tJocgagc, wilb a guo .. fume am· 
mllaltion hllhind, made a dikmlecl,.JOtroat to Mon.acbcllinoo" • 
i1""'g pojt on the bank of the Cav.eri, whi<:h fecured their commu. 
niCatK>Il with SerJlIlgham: tbe next day major Lawrence took polTef ... 
lion of the ground they had abandoned with an intC'ntion to fend 
lorward {ome aniUcr.y ncar enough to cannollaUc them; but this 
defign _. uoeltpe<!ledly fru/hated, for Ibe next ~ a reiuforcement, 
equal to tblo wbel. of the Englilb force, appeared CIQ Ibe hank of the 
Col.......... It oonOOed of 30"0 Mo~to .... pt number of Peons, 
aud 4iomc Topaffes under the command of Morari.rol" •• ogclher with 
400 Europeans, and aooo -Se""", wilh Dr gIUlI. • 

• Molt of tbefe Europcana arrived in tho end of JUDO from tho illand 
of Mauritius, whero they had '-' diM:ipIiDOd; and Mr. Dupleix COOl· 
mkta<Ia greu om>r in ~ Ceoding them iAlOlodiatoly, together with 
Mora,i-,ow'Utoopo, to Tritcl>innpolJ; _/WIoc:ially as the IiJnal de· 
feat of the French.and Myeor-.. ..... roc~ might haw.,..· 
"inood him that they would ~ __ "6 to pFCvellt -"" FagJia.. 
wbolt ..... lONeoIloythetroopoofTujor.... dleirwayp>d 
to dlecily"~11 oIooIt ~,_ 
1>iI fIOd rea4& I lor IftIIting the 4ba"~ 
t1t.~"'_""'ng tbe.iII 
deDw~ rib w.lcJtbl "'-CIf 

"'._1111 
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him ~ CII'I''' the Moiatfae ~ the p",yinceaccooping fa r 7$3 
ais _II i~c:Ii"'" withoat keeping bis 10"", aoited. or 04ting in 
concert with ~ of Pondicberry. However Mr. DapIbix pur-
ruing his pIm: \IvcIl as he was able, dera<bed ionmeolirrhly after the 
capture of ~brum a large body of SepoY', accompanied .,. "'
JI1oranoes, to dele the pagoda of Verdacbclum; tbis IOrce "'as .... 
by one Hallin AUy. who had long becn cOmmander in chief of the 
French Sepoy., and bad diilingui!hed himfelf fa much in this employ-
ment that the French king had honoured him with a gold med.1 in 
tok.en of his fervices; this man was taken at Seringbam with Mr. 
Law. and the Englilh knowing bis capacity kept him a clofe prifoDer 
at Fort 5t David; from whence, bowever, he had Iaiely contrived to 
eleape, being canied through the guards in a belket wbich thoy 
imagined td conIIIinlamber. The garritOll ofVrrdachelum confilled 
t)Rly of So Sepoya ...... mended by a fttjeant, wbo furrendtted after a 
fligbt re1iaance; £rbm hence HalTan Ally, joined by 50 EuropeaDIIo 
proceeded to Triaomalee, where they found Morari-row with tho 
gr.:ateft part of his force o/Iifiing. ~ording, to bis promife. the troops 
.. f V.e1ore, who wen: laying cloll: Crego to the pboce. The army of 
the befoegen DOW amouDted to 6000 cavalry. SOOO Sepoy., and 100 
EurOfl"lllll, inc:luding ,he 50 which Moniz.a1ly kept in biI Own pay •• 
Tbe garitOn. r 500 men, -COI'Ilmanded by Barkatooll. a /aitbfuI fer-
~t to die Nabob. and a gallant o/licer. defended tbemfeIveo with 
muCh b......,.. making frequent &IIi.., and in oQe theyliHpriBed and 
beat up the quartan of the Mw-':" killing many of their ftorf .. J 
tbis 1a&, the moft /'aI&bIe that the Mnrattots can li:el, determi_ 
Moraft.tow to kIOlt out lirealicr eonqueftt; and leaving tbe-JIhoui. 
d ..... tI'IIa!'* tbcontinue dleieSUI they ClCIIIId. be marobaIa_,."W. 
an inlblti.on 10 lay flego to PIIam Cotab •• fOrt in the Ilfii&bbou.bqgd. 
of Cbill"""",-,, Here he _ joined by a party 01 3JOJtunapna", 
whD """~ to 1'_il ... hila to .....m wi* theta ........ "" 
tbe En&WhXutement 01 DeW Cacah; bur Ycnri ..... w.1f!Pi In rli ... 
Gf theliilihe """,. tUIli!rietIUt attealpl;..ror..I t .... 111 , , .,........ • 

()I) this diIIlrnace ~ .... the FIad> aan:IIirpc 1tB& I 2 .. ... 
• woooIsof~'a r.ia....,II"'.,iAsCllft1lri~ 1i.'1 /tilt. 

PoIYP'1 liIlohbe M .. _ .. .nt & '1IIItre. ...... .,...,. 
~ r 't' 
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clamt<lf. .. ~'I11'!""'''_.t .. dMiilleBi_lhlmed 17 
to Cuch~ ........................ 110 atld dIe-c--.., ",_pan-. .... "'" 
illg with their -. alth""i!l the -1' ... 1OWtaI _.no tIIe!II'I'Y 
baye-nets. '" 

Thd'prer.""""" <If MadraS hea&g of the reinfi>rceuoeDtWhicb * 
Dupleix had fent to Serinpm, determiMd to> ftrengtlten theit <l" 
arony ",ifh all the mOD ,hat could. be Ij",r.d tOr tho field, Illd {de
them iR ODC of the <:am pan,.. Ihip" to Devi Cot.h; and the Majer, 
in order to facilitate the janaion of theft troop!, as well as to prote& 
bis convoys, determined to encamp farther to the cal\:w-ard; aud fend. 
ing off hi. bagga!l" in !he 1I;pt, marched a, day break the 6rft of Sep
tember o\'er the plliD in full "i_ of tbe enemy, 811d pitched b .. camp 
ilt a little diftance '0 tIoe Croth ... /! of the French rock. Thio grond 
.... ...ell.:holen, for the right flank wu protec!ted by lOme pice .. D/ 
artillery mounttd on the rook, .. bich were flanked bytb ... :a6non of the 
<:ity, The /Tont ofthe camp was (or the molt part fecured by_ mona. 
alld the rcar "r·Cwamps and rice 6elds. Th. Tanjo,;nes were e"ceed
illgly delighted with the feeurit, i& ",hich they here round !hemCel ... 
(or tpey had betOre began tn droop with apprehenfiaoc of ..... ing their 
-quarters heat up by tbe Momtoes. aud Monac-gee .... rtiD~a11 hit;",. 
fiuen ....... ong/l his countrym.n, prewiJed on tbemerchao ..... bo doaIt ' 
in ricc, to bring frequentfupplies o( grain, al'hough iD fmaH'j\I&Il'it, ... 
"rheeaany'. fcouu gave them Cuch goocljotellisence of the ~ 
<Of tbe cefnoJ>y' fh.t f .... Ccaped "Dattaeked, but being -BantJ, /Up
ported bydetaal!dlCllts of Eurepeans, mey m.de their way goacI to the 
camp; not indeocI wHIt""t fomelo(s,linc. it was impoffible iN the.., 
mult topre.e,oftliO bullod!s and cooley. ttom flinging down their .... 
and taking light. HOw ..... , what ar,;veiI was (ullieieltt tor tGe ""ii, 
wants, but lIrlittl. more, tbarift...,or th ... e convoys badheonClUt<lif; 
he anny ....... leI have boeI1 obliged to have bad .........ne ~w .. 

ftuck .. hielt 'Was llid up in ,b. city. The enemr.arif ddeornialltl. 
n:duce Ihem nnb;' dIAr.r .. moved f .... m .b. fi~ks, and .... ."... 
• the "gar lnaf, . e.xtendiag fioom henc!e ... the golch!!t roeII. Hen: 
tire ...... ' aiId Morcui---hcMDa ia'tc11ip;eoce of the ~_ 

_ <ri ~ the EngiiIJa were .. ~ prelBnglr ~the 
Freoc!lato ....... duoIr -.. .. IioIof....., ....... ...nol!lll'foat. • 

Jl r2 A4noe 
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THI: W.o .... co ......... ... • 

~.rJ. declined tU atlempt. and CODtealell ..... "IE with 1faitiu& .. 
~ }Ii huordout oppottwlitia oEdjmipjlhi"l,heidw<:e. ~ .. 

Englilh reinforcement arrived, OIl the l!llh of S.""",, ac -'-Ili 
CoIab,a fort 'Smile. eaft ortlle city: ... do_perhIIpot..dtwoar
mie. remained ,8 day. in (0 extraoftliDary a fitutiaa. .. t •• taptd. 
on tbe optll plain ww.wt a buth on. it.reI about two IbiIet tIiftaacc 
from eacb o,tw-. (0 that witb their &Ia&s they cctuW ... _lIICIther 
flllins at dinner u. their teats .. and 1.j:aD_ Blot froat Iha ~ 
polb..ugb& ea6ly rw:b the ..,....,. """"': -'uthehrampi in tbe 

..... 01 boIh tbe eampo did _ permit ~ to ....... farther ba.ct, 
""" refraiDad /'rom COIIInlCffCing a .. _·de; the Englilh defiled 00-

.lbiDg....,... tban to.keep their banal ... unimpaired until the arrival o£ 
their reinforcement; but for tbis very teaum. the French ought to have 
laken aU opportunities of dimlniihing tlxir numlN:.r. Major Lawrence 
80W app~ _bing (u QUlch, .. that the enCUlY might lend a 
IaIge detaebll1"'~ to.intercept his reiuforceroentt, determined if pof
able '" divert their _.won by <:af1flOf1aIIing tbeir camp; and the 
~ in w\Udl tIIit troopa were ordded to marcb from 1(dJi. Coeab. an 
eiptoea ~r. (cot ftf1ll1 the city~ w" DlDUOted about balf. mile 
~weftortheFrencb rook,Of1.tbc llUt;oftb:"'ater-cou"," tha' in. 

• .IIiilWb the plain, IUId CIII:IJ in the 1IItII'Du.. th. J.6tb of September, it 
IIepn to fire Unartly •• wry ihot wu (ecn to ftrike.all!Ollgft tho tents. 
III the i"rcDCh battalion, who after h;wiu&iIon: the intUIt pBicMly fot' 
........ detacbcd their tbrcc ~of jIRoadias with .. large 
Wy qi. theII- ~ics, borG: aoiI ra,.. CI,j ...... k pofted with 
~ .fihllm pauodcr .. "PIlL ."... III)OCion tie immediately 
~ " relofafcemeDt into ClOIII'fa ol Joe _)'Ii &llll1Iwe field 

It" 
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~:rIl&1' II' 'tU& C ..... ,,", r.JI', ,., 

Th<: whollO~ of "37 Eu. '7S 
and CalfI"l'4 1ataI, arriwl from 

Eoaropc. q The' of Ih&, IrOO1>' in4>irolIlhc 
army with as joy II Ihc ."pea.tieD oi tbcit '~al . 
bad caufod -aietyand Colicitudo •• od 10 retaliate 011 the enemy dI:\ 
Gune .,...-b of exultaljon which they bad lalcly employed DO a like 
«caf_. tile tidings were ......... occd to tbem by a ,~ifcharge of aD 
tbe artilJ..,. iD the camp and city. 

Thera being now no more reinforcemenh to expeCt. all~ the 
vicinity of the ebemy baving greatly augmented Ihc difficulties of 
getting provifions and fucT.major LawreDce, as foon as the troops jull' 
arrived. were tefrelh<ef. determined to bring OIl a general battle. w bicb 
if the enemy declined be refolved to attaclt them in tbc.ir camp. -

The tCIIIS and b~ge were (enl at nigbt 10 ICmaip under awer 
of the anit"'", of tbe city: from .. bence at the Wv time lOG> Eu. 
ropeans, an who cOllld be fr>3red from tbe garriCoo, marcbed out and 
joined the army. Every thing being prepared, major Lawrence quittell 
the ground near tbe French rock,and at daY,break, the loth of Sop
tember. the .rmy appeared at the Facquire'. Tope, and remainod 
for fillDc bours dr:"'D .P. oft'ering tbe enemy battle: but they ~w. 
jng ... inclin.liau to accept Ihe dcJialice, the Major tent for b.ia j"''' , 
again.aod _mped 00 1M lpot on which he w .. drawD "!loreColving 
.to ..... theircamp the ne"t day: as the Cucce6 ofthi. IMrdx enter· 
p"'~ glCatiYOD preventing the enemy from en~~l 
fuf~,biI intenlion. be> cannonaded their camp, with an ~. 
teen ,M ~t interv.l. during Ih~ rell oftbe da,: &.PliiI 
10 IDII1i:e them hIio:v. that be porpoCed' nothing more than to ~ 
and ~ diem • .,\t night rhe !cn!. were ftruck, and ioDI ...a: 
again ~1he&ty.an4tlU: whole army "'as ordered. Iii., 
lheir rclt intbeDfeD lieId. lObe underarm. al four in th~. mc>~in. 
n. .... t' ~"'p eitonded an each ~ of the fugnr-iloaf 

but ph tartber 10 the weft th*D til Ihe eall: moll o'rll~!r{or.."~~. 
",w ~pcot on tfI~ dJb French quarters were 
",eft iltIre ndt; lad' iQe<c the Myforcana 

. .. ~ as tbe ptdOri J'OC~oceuh!ni-lbc goun~ a 
, "'1 bchiM tbc two ro'tiii Tberear of the cam ~.cCrf'''i!cl 



Tn" .AI 0'1 Coao.UN2>IIt.. 

:bickeu ~na rocky ground. The French had lIung up an ibfl"eDc:b
slli:nt in frant of their own q\l4rt<rs, ana jO"'Dded to 1Iaoe_inve4 
it .long the left flank, facing the weft; but On tbIJ Ii4t had DItty 
~nilhed a fmall part, reparated about 300 yards from tI\c .vellern c!X
.tremity of their intrenchment in front, whicb in.terval W'alleli opell 
without deff;ucc5; the l\lorattocs had litewifc flung l1p an intrench-, 
ment in their front to the can of ti)C fugar-loaf: at the golden rock, 
wbich c:otmnanded the left Bank audthe frontofth. ground on wllich 
the Myrorcaa. were encamped, tbe French haol ftatiOl.ed an mhancod 
prd of J 00 E~ropean .. two colllp"niet of Topaffes, ami 600 Se
F'&. with two pieces of cannon, Umter the command of a p.tizan 
or!ome reputation. Major LawrotCt: being apprized of thefe diC· 
pofmmlS. proje8ed his attack to take tbe utmoll ad,'antage of them. 
At the hour appointed the :lrmy quirted the Facquire's TOile, a.nd 
marched in profound fiJence towards the golden rock: the uattalioll 
eoaUffing of 600 men formed the van in three equal divifion.; tho 
lird "' .. eompokd of the grenadier company of 100 men commanded 
IIJ capWn Kilpatrick, the picket 0", fO, bf captain C.lJiaud, and two 
p"lalDon., each of 30 men • ..under the eommand of captain Chltrle9 
~1>eIJ: the artillery, ('" field pi..,.., with 100 artillery men; were 

• ~ on the flank. of each divi60n: :aooo Sepoys, in two lines, 
-.u-ed the Enrope8<lS. the Tanjorine cavalJy were orderod to ex
r.ead III the eaftward, ana to march even _"h chelan line of Se""" .. ' 

IIIOOD had hitherto loec" very brigl>t; but a fuelden ~I"'" IJOW 

~~~ it" much, that the 6rQ.diWfiaa oftbe bottalion came _ithin 
of the golden rock bdiDtt they 'ill,," diiovcred; ...a aiv
Jlnart lir., """,,,ted. it in tm.a- .. OIICC, whi1ft cbe 

had barcJJ qaae to {~'!1P1Iaoic ...... 1tarrWI down 

,=~: irregular difcba ........ t.,UWll1 to with 
It. that !1!!17 left doeir _0 .fid4 pi ..... 

~i*L AaiP'lI'4"" this ijla;c~l, tbirIi ........ ,aUed 

=~=·i:"~·=ai=~tIIc Majoc 
at tile ftICk 

..-:y'. 
• 
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.-1<1. ia 0\I0e .. in front through tho ~p of'lh. Myli>reans, in '7JS. 
mdu to fall IIt"cII!Ioe upon ,he left Rank of die French quarten: the --
Sepoy> were dWidod 011 each /lank oftb. battalion, but at fume di&-

, , 

!:anco iD the rear. Had the camp, like thole iD Europe, been covend 
with tcDts. ir would have beea impoffible to blve penetr.lfed t!uoup. 
it in this order; out in 30 Indian army. none but rhe men of nAt 
can afford the expeuce of a tent!" and the refl: £hclter tbemfe1veI &S-

,they can in cnbIJins made of mats~ fo flight that they may be pu{hecf 
dowu bv the hand. The Tanjorine cavalry, intermixed.w'th match-
Joch and peons, bad halted during the attack of tho goldcn rock, on 
~ plain,nearly oppoftte to the front of me French intrenchment, and 
·t~y were now inftrllBcd to move direaJy up to it, in order to.c:reate 
,what confuJion they could with their lire arms and ,ocke ... The bat--
toaiil>Q """,ivdd the orders for continuiDg the march with loud huz-· 
"'t. and die whole .P.""oceeded with d\c greatdl confidellce,.. .. to • 
viClory of whicb they were fure;. tbe drums of the three dlViJione 
beating the grenadiers. march. thcrrulers with their portfires ligbt.ecl. 
011 ~be lIauks, and the Sepoy. founding with no little energy alltbeir 
variQIJ8 in{t,.umen~ of military muGc. This did nota liltl.u:OI1trihute 
to augment the conAeruarion ,.hich the fagitiycs from the roct bad 
{pread amougfi the Myforeans. who were already teking ftig:bt, wh... • 
!he EDglia. entered tbeir camp. The Europ ..... marcbcd<with hcol 
boJooelo, and recovered arms, but the Sepoy. kept up '" Iiuft lim 
upon the fwarlll. !bat were taking Right OIl all 6dea. T.be F...,. 
di1i: ........ b, tt;e 'fugitive. which .. ay the attack wlJllld faJI,. .... 
drew up II> oppofe it, .faciDg the wrll; tbe left of their bataalioa ..... 
bebia<l.1he 1iaiCIo. but. dctaelacd pert of their inb:enchment __ 
lid.;.ud tloe-reftutended __ rdo.be i_chm.oUh.,.h..I*_ 
lip ill £roet oflbeir camp;.,.lW:btbeirline,howevtr ditI_ ~1Ij 
100 7anl" but " balllL ........ at thi> clif!anc:D po*' to iii .. aJ" 
1J-Pl-.Ji:rvocllD<litr.nollllo rigIot flank oi tbeit bat.n. ;mtllicl. 
pofi!iA ...... ....".. ... .,.. fro", that part oi IbiIIr ......... 
"'lIicQ.4befb8al ......... T<>ae 10& oi tbllir • .....,oi_ ~~ttt *Iqt. iDtr. ,!iII~. 

• .....ilftloo ~ W1tdii" '" ""'Z' .... ~ J 'liiV' 
/lJnn dIW rigbt 1/' po W~ "-r ta.lr-m 3 ."',. ti ~ ill 

bun) 
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1753, hurry and confufioo. polled tbemfeJves on the /ligaNoaf' root. 'I11e 
........ Eoglilh troops advancing were prevented by tbe inDlht.p1i'DI whicll 

they met with in tbe lIIyfore camp from kceping,.1D aline;" that 
the firll divifion had outmarchodthe fecond. aDd the fOlC<>nd the third; 
however a. fnon :Ill they came nigh the enemy, whom thoyotiCco..red 
by the pordire. of their gun,. tbe hindermoft 'l"ickeJ>ed their pace; 
but neverthelcU the whole line was not completely f'omIed hefure 
thoy game within twenty yattls of the enemy. by which time tbe Se. 
poys 10 the right had lIdvanced fi...m therear,in Order to ""poCe thofe 
011 the enemy'oleft: the artale., in the burry could DOt keep up with 
~ battalion. The French artillery bad lOr fome time fired with grctt 
vlvaclty. but mott of tbe /het ftew too higb. and killed (everal of tb. 
flying Myfor .. o.. The .tlion commenced jull •• the day began to 
dawn: Mr. Aftruc, with jude fatigable a8iv:ity prevaifed on his men 
to wait and receive the Engljn. fire before they save theirs: amongft 
tftofc who {utTered in this on(d 'Wu c::aptain Kilpatrick, who com
~ the divir"'n on the right .. he feU deCrerately wounded; upoa 
wWch captain CaIWmd put himfelf.t the head of the grenadien. and 
toOk the command of thelvhote divi6on; the French SePOY' em the 

• ldl G:an:ely flood the firft fire of tlie rigIft wilig of the Engliih Se. 
poy.. but took-ilight: which captain Calliaud perceiving. be wheeled 
iDlIantly round With bitt dm6on, ami gaining tbe left ~ of the in,. 
trencbaMnt, behind which the left of ,be French hettalion was potted • 
.... ed in .. elofe ire upon them; ~"'gm>adie .. pafhingon witli 
tbiti( ~, drove them ~" tbeir'.-r, the ",hole 

iDto """'iao., ....... well.lovotled dikharge 
sad ~iafiaN '""'fJ~ 

... dIe .... fide 
IIid .-...", ffily 
_~"'.ttBek 

now 

• 
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keeping _lJelII:b to die left of tbe battalion, tIIey ca&Jle to the out· 
iid'e of the F .... intreoehment; on the ground to which IIIq Tan· 
jorillcS were oFdcred to advance; however, as foon as they perceived 
the F r"nch battalion in confufion, they pu/hed on to the Cugar-loaf 
rock, and with much reColution 'ttaoted and difpcrfetl the body of the 
enemy" Sepoy. pofted there, who {mm the beginning of the aC\i0l1 
had employeil themfelves in firing random /hot indifCriminately u~ 
friends and foes. The viCtory was now decided, and the Englith 
troops drew up 011 the French parade. A body of Morattoes wac 
the only part of the Indian army which made an,. motions to draw 
off the attention of the ElIgliDl during the enga.gement; tbey feeing 
one of the field pieces left with a few men at a difiance behind the 
)'cft, galloped up, and cutting down the mell, got poCfeffion of it; but 
perceiving the battle loft, they did not venture to carry it off: never .. 

.. thelefs they did not immediately quit the camp, where they were-Coon 
after joined by Ccv~ral other bodies of cavalry, encouraged by their 
example: but the Englilh artillery in a few rounds obliged them to 
retire again, and they followed the reft of the fugitives, who were 
retreating towards Seringham by the patS of Moot.,hiUinoor. It 
was ·fome hours before the whole got into the ifiand, for the throng 
cOllfilled of 30,000 men of all forts on fOOl, and 16,090 horfe. befides • 
a great number of oxen, camels, and ;Iephauts. The Tanjoriues 

·were ordered to fet out ill purfuit of the French troops, ;., were 
taking flight, difj)erfed au all fides over the plain. out tbey c»vld not 
be prevailed on t(it quit the ft>oiI of the. camp, which they were very 
bufy in plundering. 

The tents, baggage, and ammunitioll of the French camp. togedKtr 
with eleven pieces of cannon, one an eighteen pounder, were taken i 
100 of thei r ba.ttalion were either killed or wounded, and near 1.00 
morc, amongfl: whom was Mr. Allruc, with teu oflk:crs. wore made 
priumers: feveral wCfe afterwarda knocked on the bead by tbe ~. 
plo Of TondilI\lUl's wO(lds, 6S were taken fuasgling in th. T~jor. 
country; and a dotac~Dt of Sepoy., fent out by captain l>altoll 
from the city, brought iu ~I of thoC. who were mallillg.their.,." to 
the i/lanJ ~y the paf. of Cbuck!ypo1am: fo tllat the whpJe of rbejt- loti 
was at leafi 300 Europc_. w>rh their heft 0.,...; for {uch ..... 

S • doubtedly 
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'1' •• w.i~"'~iiiilt.u1i 

_Mr. AArue, ~ +-. ............... 
""ertedJ."'I_ a 1IirT-......... III. £agYa 

40 Europeam were ~ &I'll wounded. 
This aaion wu decided entirely by tbe mufr.etry; for the Eugli/h 

artillery were not brought into the engagement; aM the Freru:h 
cannon were ill pointed, ... d irreli:olulIOly "rveel, even bdOre the con
iKI became bot and general; after which the evcot.coWcI DDt remain 
Iotsg ia iUfpcace between two bodOoa of -0, ",boCe dead fell witbin 
." ,.-afach other. Tbere .. dew ildluoo:sofavitlory in which 
dlii.4ipcity aM (pirit of the general, as .... n as the refolution of the 
$IGlIpi, are more to be admired. The French themfelvcs confelTed 
tt.t ., bad no {ufpicion of the incentions to attack them; Dor <.lid 
chaace interfere to fubllraCl from the: merit of tbis {uccc(s; for major 
uwnmce, before he quitted his camp at tbe French rock. had pre
di&ec:f moO: of the events which concurred to produce it. The 
Nabob', ftabdard "' .. now planted in the enemy:s camp; and the 
Eapa. ." difplayed on the wp of tho fugar.loaf rock, proclaimed 
tM ~ qf tboir &mil to tho .:...mry feveral miles round. 

:no. Tlllj<i\n .... eJaIied to ~ although they had contrit>uted 
,." idg .,orc than their appcanlAClO in the 6eId to gain the viaory, "."cd, immediately after the battle, to follow the enemy, and be· 
W tIiom in SeringIwD I INt major Lawrence p",'ing no attention 
..",.. riIedolllOll .... moved with the army in the evening to lay 
• ., e,condab. 
~ _ • lett, wu originally notbing 1Il0re than a pagoda 

i~;.~!;~~at tbe top of a rock about 30 feet high. The 
~ inclofed ..,. & ~ ftone wall, carried up as 

rock itfclf • ..,d built thick 0DCIIIgh to afford a 
Ret in brcaddll ..... a JJendor parapet, wbich 

througb, OIl Iho weftcnl fide is • &at-ay, of 
... on eitbe,r band: the 

<If ..... 'l""fe femoI 
"... having cut _

the wall, ._eeI 
time tbrew IbeJII 
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L ••• "-;; I1I1dfdl I % feet 0( die ground. F.IIIif doe IlC'lt morn
ing tOme Of~ endeaveured '0 make lfI~r ~ IhrGlIgh 
a &Ily-port _-thO north, to a large body of harf., who "~l: 
at. dillanoe 10 reo:ive them: thefe fugitive. were difcoverod ~ 
of the Englifh SePOY" on the right, who immediately ran to ~p"''''''_1II 
any more from getting out; and at the lAme time 600 otb., Sepuys, 
who were undf:!' &DIll in the watcrcourfe, ret out of their own acc&Hd. 
without well kIlO what was the matter, and ran direCt ly to the 
breach, rcgardletS Of the commands of their officers, who alTured them 
that it was not yet praCticable; but nothing could flop the tumult: 

-they made [everal ineffectual attempts to mount the breach, notwith. 
fianding they were warmly fired upon by the eDemy ii'om above. At 
length, finding it impraClicable to fuc~l!!:d this way. they all ran to 
thl! g~t~, which fome endeavoured to force, whilft otbers fired up, to 
drive the defenders from the ramparts: hut this attempt likewife 
proving ineffeCtual, a reColute Engli1hman, ierjeant to a company of 

• Sepoys, mounted on the thoulden of one of tbem, and getting bold 
of fome of the carved work of tht- gateway, clambered up to the top; 
and thofe below handing up to him the colours of his cODlpany, he 
plaRted them fingly Oil the parapet: here be was Coon joined by about 
~o of his company, who followed his example; and whilll fome of 
thefe were engaged with the enemy, others went down 011 the in6de • 

• of the rampart, and opened the gate. Thofe without infiantly ruihcd 
in like a torrent; which the enemy perc.eiving, tbey hurried dowJl 
from the rampart, and Tan up the aep~, to gain the cboultry and ~ 
goda at the top of the rock; but the Ellglilh Sepoys followed them 
fo clofely, that they had not time to make any difpofitions tD defend 
themfel~s there before they were attacked at the pulh of bayonet; 
in the firft fury feveral were killed; but the rell, about 400, Sillging 
down their UI'llS and calling for quarter, were £pared. 

From Weycondab the army removcc4 and-encampeil ",t the Ften+ 
Rock, where they now abounded in as Dluch plent)' as th"1 had 
hitherto fulf'ered diftrefS; for none of the enemy's parties.eotund an 
the plain,and the ceunrrypeop!e, no longer terrified br ~
bon of lofing their nofes, brought in provifiQll' in fuc:h.bUoiJai,c~.lba' 
rioe, which three day. before was wl'ht fuur meUahlt for ~ lUpoea 

S • ~ l1li" 
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now fold at fixteen; ami at this rate a flock was laid.in fofticieDt .. 
{upply the garrifoo for 6. mOllths at full allowan .... Captain Dall?" 
fc:cillg this objeCt of the general (olhcl ttlde provldec;t for, and the City 
in all other relpeas out of danger, quitted the command of Tritchi. 
nopol)', and fome time after returned to Europe. 

The approach of the raiu)' montooll in the middle of OCtober 
mack it neceffilry to 'carry the troops into the city itfel£ 
would certainly have arforded them the bcft : but the frock 
of provifions laid up fur the ufe of tbe garrifOo hcl\'e been 
confumed hy the addition of fuch a number ofmollths; and as little 
dlng"er was to be apprehended from any attempts which the enemy 
might make duriug the abfeoce of the army, provided the garrifon 
were commonly vigilant, major Lawrence pre/erred to remove to 
Coiladdy, on the frontiers of Tanjore, (rom whence the wants of the 
army might conftantly be fuppJ.ied, without the neceffity of fatiguin~ 
the troops by employing them to efcort COLIVOYS. Four hundred Se-

• 
pays and the fick of the battalion, wjth 150 Europeans, were fent 
into Tritchinopoly, to augment th& garrifon; a detachment was left 
to defend Elimiferum; and ,he reft of 'he Engllih troops marthed 
on the :ltJd of OCtober to their winter quaners: they were aecem-

• panled by the Nabob, with the few troops he commanded j but the 
Tanjorines quitted tbern, and proceeded to their capital, in order to 
I»e prefent at the celebration of a great (efiiva! which falls out at this i 

time of the year. It was with great reluCl:ance that major Lawrence 
faw them depart, judging from experience, that nothing but the laft 
ncceffity would jnduce the king ,to fend them back, notwithfianding 
that he pronlifed, with much feemiog complacence, that they lhould 
uke the field, and rejoin the Nabob, as (oon as ,he monkl,m was paft. 

During thefe tranfaaions to the iOutli of the Coleroon, the Eng-
lill> anns bad likewile gained (orne 1Uccclfes in the Carnatic. The 
Tetreat olMorari-row from before Trinomalee jncreafcd the courage 
of ~ ",rrHim, who fignaliud themfe1vcslO mach by frequent and 

~f\~;:~~~:IilI~li=es~,: that the prdidcncy of ModratS determined to tend a 
.~ thoir affU\aace: and SOO Sepoy. detached /fom tb. 

~;.~~ar~r;iVai in tho mic¥le..,f September in f.ght of 
~ l1li die __ ftlnckaded, they <lOIICCrtecl 

meaf ..... 
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meafURS with the governor, Berkatoola, to favQUr their jWlction, by J 753. 
maki .... seneral fiLlly, on a certain' quarter of tJie enemy's camp, ......,.c..I 

whic:lrthe Sepoy. promifed to attack at the 13me time in the rear. 
Tbis plan was executed with fo much vigour, that notwithtlanding 
the enemy took the alarm time enough to bring tl:>e greate/lratt of 
their troops inlo aaiou, they were entirely defeated: the general of 
the Velore troops being killed on the fpot, and Hu(fan.ally, the com
mantler of the French Sepoys, taken prifoocr mortally wounded .. 
This tors of their commanders fuuck the army with (0 much con
ficrnation, that they .immediately raifed the liege. 

In the fame month' the prefidency were mllch alarmel.l by- the at~ 
tempts of Mahomed Corn3.ul, the moll:. confiderable of the adven
flurers, who in' thefe times of confulioll fet up the fiaodard of.inde
pendency. This mau como:;tlWled a body of hone at rhe liege of 
Arcot; and after the army oPWaja-faheb was difperfed by the battle 
of Covrepauk, kept together his own troops~ and immediately levied 
cont,ributions not ob.ly fufficient to attach them to his fervice, but 
tllfo to engage others to inlill: under his banner: how,ever, alarmed 
by the fate ofChunda-faheb at Se~ingham, he judiciouOy determined 
to r.move out of the reach of dange( into the countr), of Nc:loor, tbe 
north-eail part of the Nabob's dominions~ ilot dqubting that its dif.. 
tance 90th frQmArcot and Madrafs, would enable him to e1tabIitll him .. . 

• felf in thofe diftri8's: he flicceeded even l>eyoud his expeCtation, for 
he found means to furpl'ize the capital of Neloor itlelf, from whence 
he obliged Nazeabulla, the governor, to Ace to Arcot. The Englitb 
and the Nabob h!1d (0 many enemies to fight, and (0 few troops to 
fend into the field, that they could (pare none to check the enter_ 
prizes of Mabomed Comaul, who having enjoyed the fruits of JUs. 
fuccelfes without interruption (or a lear, extende<l his views, and 
prepared to attack the pagoda ofTripetti. This temple, one of tbe 
moll: famous in the D~an, is fituated on the top of a mountain, aboat 
fifty miles north~ea.1l: of Arcat. The feaft of ,he god to whom it is 
dedicated is annually celebrated in the month of Septcnlber, and the 
offerings made by the concourfe of pilgrims who ani\,c from all 
parts to affifi: at it, amount to (0 great a fum, that the 8raminJ, be..: 
fide what they referve to themfelv .. , pay t~e gO"'lUIJIOIlt an.annuaf 
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'753' ..... nu. of 60,000 pagodal,orz40ooo poundslborling, t'hia_ue 
--- die Nabob aIligned over to the Englifh as a ... ia>budluenl ill fWt 

<>i tbe great .~uccs tbey had incurred in the war; ad .lMitbc .. 
the Bramin. nor the pilgrim ..... follicitou s to wb_ til;. --..y I. 
paid, provided tb. feaft goes on without int.rruptioo. it ... the in
telltion of Mahomed Comaul to. get pofl'e/lion of the pagode- before 
the feaft began. The prc6d.ncy of Madraf., alanned for tbe u,f.ty of 
n place in which the compa.ny was fo much intereftcd. C.nra detach
",.nt of forty European., two companioa of ~" and three pi.c.s 
of ClDnon, with orders to march and tIi/\ond m. pagoda: th.y w.r. 
Iij he joined Db the road by Nazcabulla, the Nabob', brother, at the 
~ of a large body of trOQPS, but tb.fe not coming up in tim., tbe 
1Nt$ehment proceeded without them. \Vhcn arrived neaf Tripetti 
they were unexpeCledly furroul\~ tb. wbole of Mahomed Co
lOaul's force, 5000 men, horfe and'Wbt:; the detachment had jufi 
time to take ihdtcr in a.aeigbbouring village, where the enemy im
mediately attacked them, and altbougb conilandy repulCed, tbey dla 
_ delllt Imm their attempt. hefore tbe nigh' let in; wben the de
eachm ... , having loft C.veral of ,heir Europea1ll, and expended all 
Weir ammunition, retreated; tbe next day they were joined by Nazca
.... Ua Cawn's army, witb whom the day aftorwanb they proceeded 

• -again towards Tripe:tti. Mahomed COo1BUI met thClt\. OD th~ plain, 
arid the"'Bction began by a cannonade, which having created forne , 
~nfufion amongCl the enemy. enfign Holt, who command.d the 
&giilh detachment, march." up with his Europe .... and Sepoys to 
impr_ the advantage; I/tIl before tlley-Qrne u .... r enough to give 
their fire, a fhot (ram a waU-pieoe killed enfip Holt. However tbe 
.... not "fconcerted by this aeeWonl, pufhed on lIIIdct tbe com
Itnand .". Iheir next ofIIcer, en(¥~, aDd a!lllCked-tbe enemy 
~ great vi_icy, who were ~ltSy wavering, wben a laeky fhot 
'ft-om one 00( the fieJd pttces killed .. e\cphant of Mt.honted Comaul. 

tile ftanductOf tIleir .-.1.11 to tilt around, .. -
.. with " ... acbpneipi\a~daat before be had 

IbalII1 or hi. enemies. He 
.:tJo ' ... lIla c.nn.. by whore order 

lIit _ ... ~moA~ 



dhW ofth. bet', governllleal ill .. ~ of ~ COUIItry, f!ll" 
be _ a very bl'&1llll11C1 aaive.\Dlll: t* ,,~~ ~ther chiefs 
oflefs confeq ... """, wbo were cODftantiy. IIIIIlinl'iProI!ds luk> the 
diftri/'l. of Po_Icc, Chlol;lapett, aDd AI'CIIIIt'.,.r pn hq,eot 
employment to the garrifons of thelO places; but they aIlnP. .... 
treated as foon as they hoard that a d~taChm.nt of E;urop.,aos 'If"" 
marching againJl; them. 

The .ne~y ~t Scringh1un {comed fo little inclinable to take ..... 
vantage.of the abreace of the Eugli1h troops cantoned at Coiladdy, 
that they did not even fend parties Oll the plain to prevent tbe cou .... 
try people from going daily with provifions to the market in Trit
cbinopoly where the garrj{ou were as wen {uppJied and lived in u 
much tranquillity as if both fides had agreed in form to a cdli.lion of 
holHiities: the enemy, however, convinced tbat the Eugutb would 
never have attempkd to attack their camp at the fugar .. Joaf rock if 
they had not been joined by the cavalry of Tanj ... e, determined to 
leave no means untried to deprw, tbern of this refource in (utus.. 
Accordingly the 'regent gave Succo-gce, the king" miniller and (a
vdurite, a (um of money more cOlwderable thall the firfi: bribe, aDd 
Mr. Dupleix knt a letter penned in the Malabar ·language by hio 
wife, in which he dlTeatened the king, that if he dared tu give d.e ~ 
Nabob and the Engli1h any more .fIillance, the Morattoes tbould lay 
walle hi, country with fire and fword, and tbat iftbis 1hould not be fuf-

• ncient to terrify him into a ueutraLity, he would bring down the Sou .. 
bah Sal.bad-jing, with his whole army, from Golconda, The eIfeii of 
thefe praCliccs, Ubth on the kiDg .lId his miniller, was foon vifible; far 
Succo-gec taking advantage of tho timorous and fufpicious cba.raa. 
of his mafier, prevailed on him to remove the general MODIC_gee 
from tbecammand of the army, by reprefclluog him u a man in fucb 
elate colU",xion with the Englilh, that be might probably. fram a .... 

. liance on their friendlhip, be induced to form projects daJ.gc''''''''M", ' .• 
to the kiug bimfelf: who, al.rmed at the fame time by 
of DupJeix, determined to preftrvc his country 
mite he had made to the Nabob and majo';, 
troops to Coiladdy as foou as the rains were over. 
him chua mr, tbe next llep was to make him 
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• 753. likewi(e Succo-gee undertOOk to e/fect, and the king it D· iilid was 
~ OIl the point of liguing the treaty, when a fudden and unexpeCled 

event flopped his hand. 
In the l>cgi'min,g of Navember the French at Stringham received 

a reinforcement of 300 Europeans, 200 Topaffes, and 1000 Sepoys, 
with fome cannoll; but infiead of giving allY figns that they had reco
vered their fpirits by this increafe of their ftrength, they determioed to 
remain quiet until major Lawrence (bould be ready to quit Coiladdy, 
in bope. that the garrifoll ofTritchinopoly ",.auld be lulled into fecu
rity by feeing them remain inatlive fa long after the arrival of their 
~uforcement, and entertain no fufpi'cion of the defign they were me· 
~itatillgt when the time fhould come for carrying it into execution. 

This defign was nothing lefs than to frorrn the city of Tritchino
poly in the night by furprize. The part which the Frendl chafe to 
make the a{fault upon was Dahon's battery, on the weft fide, near 
the north-weO: angle of the town, the [arne indicated by 1117 letter 
which captain Dalton had prev~itsd all the fpy De Cattans to write 
to tM French commander Mr. Brenier; it had formerly been a part 
done of the fnur gateways to tbis city. The entrance into au Indian 
fortification is through a large aud complicated pile of building, pro-

• je8ing jn the (orm of a paralelogr;am fcom tbe main rampart; -and, 
jf the cit) has two walls, it projeCl:s beyond them both: this building 
cO'l1fifis of (everal continued terratres which 3re of the fame height .. 
• , the main rampart and comll)ulIicate with it: the inward walls of 
thefe terralfes form the tides of au intricate palfage, about twenty feet 
brood, which leads hy \aricus fhart turnings at right angles througb 
the whole pile, to the principal gate that fiands in the main rampart : 
rot fome (pace on each hand of Dahon".lJatt,cry, the interval between 
the outward and inward wall of the city was mudt lbroadcr than 
.ny wbere elfe. Captain Dalton, wt.en intn,/led with tb.QOmmahd 
of tho had converted thar part of tbe gateway "'hieb pro

:~;=~;~!be ""'tward wall ioID. food battery, with .... brafures; a tor ... the two wall ••• it ftood witb ita windings 

:~~Z~~~Ii~·II~_~ifet"':;K between the baoldid. oftha lay parallel to each other; {o 
bad """"" tile llettery could not act to the tcr

rali 
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-ra1S without detcending into the interjacent area, and then mount· 
ing the wall of the terrafs with (caling ladders : the battery, how
ever, communicated with the rampart of the outward wall of the 

. city, but being, as that was, only eighteen feet high, it was tom
manded by tne tcrraifes behind it, ~ well as by the rampart of the 
inner wall; both of which w,ere thirty feet high. Upon one of tbe 
illward cavaliers, fouth ,of the gateway, were planted two pieces of 
cannOIl, to plunge into the battery, and fcour the interval between 
the two wans, as far as the termITes of the gateway; and two other 
picc:es .mc;>ulltecl in the north-well angle of the inward rampart, com .. 
roanded in like tn a JUler both the battery and the interval to the 
north of the terralfes. The Frenc1!, were, by De Cattan's letter, and 
by deferters, apprized of all theft! particulars, and notwithilanding 
the p1any difficulties they wou ld have to (urmount in attempting to 
force the~r way into the town through this part of the fortifications, 
they preferred it to any other, ' bccaufe it was more accellible from 
without; for a rock level with the water almon choaked up the 
<1itch in front of the battery. I) 

On tbe 27th of November, at night, the greatefl: part of the cue
my's army crolfed the river; the Myforeans and Morattoes were 
d.llributed in different parties round the city, with orders to approach
to the coun.ter[carp of the ' dju:h, and divert the attentiOll of the gar
)"ifonduriog the principal and rea l attack, which was re(erved for 
J ile French troops. fJf this body 600 Europeans were appointed to 
-efcalade, whiHl: M r. Maiffin, the commander, with the feil: of the 
battalion,.loo men, and a large body of Sepoys, waited at the edge 
1)£ the ditch, ready to follow the firO: party as foon as they {hould 
get into the town. At three in. the morning the fir11: party crotred 
.the rock: in the ditch, and plauting their {caling ladders, all of them 
mount~d the battery without railing tbe leaO: alarm' in the garrifon : 
for although the guard appointed for the battery con filled of fifty 
Sepoys, with their o~er.s, and Iome European gunners, wllo welt: 
.11 preCellt and alert who .. the rotrnds pa{fed at . 11lCIIt m 
them 'We(e now abfent, and they who rC"lained on me .,.. 
lall an.ep; thote lhe French killed with IIhelr bayonets, iat~=~ 

j T ' t - , 
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not to lire until they were fi red upon; but this rei'olution was imme
diately after fruftratcd by an unforefeen acci~ent;. for fome of them at
tempting to get to a flight counterwall WhlCh lmes the backGde of 
the battery, fell iuto a deep pit, which had been left io the body of 
the battery itfcl(, cOlltiguolls to that wall: none but the molt tried 
{oldiers can refrain from firing upon any unexpeCted alarm in the 
night, and upon. the {creaming of thofe who were tumbling into the 
hole, feveral mufk.ets were difcharged. The French now concluding 
tbat they were diicovcred, imagined.they might intimidate the gar
r~f6n by {hewing how far they were already fucccfsful, and turning 
two of the twelve pounders \lpOn the battery agail1fi the towo, die. 
charged them togethel' with a volley of [mall arms, their drums beat· 
ing, and their foldiers (houting their ufual military cry, "vjve Ie roy." 
Fortunately the main guard, the barracks of the garri[on,. and the 
quarters of the officers were in the north part of the taWil, not more 
thall 400 yards from the battery. Captain Kilpatrick, who com· 
manded, remained fo ill of the woullds he had received in the laA: 
engagement, tbat he was unable to remove from his bed; lieutenant 
MatrOOn, the next in co,mmand, came to him upon the alarm to re
ceive his orders, which he gave with the ufoal calm ne[s that djrun

· guifhed his char'aCler on aU occaGons, direCl:ing1ieutenant Harrifon 
to march infiantly with the picquet, referve, and the Sepoys who 
were not already polted, to the place where the attaCk was made, 
and to order the reft of the garrifon to repair to their refpeCtive alarm 
polls, with injuntlions not to fiir from them upon pain of death. The 
enemy having drawn up their {eating ladders into the battery, lent 
two parties down from it into the interval between the two walls: 
one ofthelC parties carrying two petards, and conducted by • defer>. 
tor, entered tbe patrage which led through the terrafTes, intending to 
get iQto the town by blowing open the gate whieh ftands in the in~ 
ward rampart: the other party carried the ladders,and were appointed, 
to""-lade; wbilfi the main body remained upon tbe battery, keep

... .a tao.ftant fire upon the terraJTes, and upon the inward ram..
a.e by thia time tp. alarm was taken, and the eaJp>Oll from "til ' .... iU to 6/-. fu>artly into the iolerval between th. two 

........ ~ tile boltery. Licutenant Harrifun, with tbe main 
guard, 

• 
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guard, was likewife arrived upon rhe rampart, from whence rhe 
g reateil: part of them palfed to the tcrraffc •• The roufketry of the af
f.il.1l1S alld defenders were now employed wjth great vjvacity aga!nil: 
each other, but with fome uocertainty, ha~ug' no other Jjgbt to dired 
their aim except the frequent fia{h.es of firc: notwithllandiug the hurry 
and confuGon, lieutenant Hanifon had the prefence of mind to ilatiori. 
a platoon upon the rampart, direaly above the gate, ordering them to 
keep a con!l:ant fire upon the pafTage immediately below, whether 
they Caw any thing or 110t: nothing could be more fenfible or for tu-
nate than his precaution; for the platoon killed, without feeing the'm, 
the man who was to apply the fufi: petard; as well as the deferter 
who condoCted h im, and both of them fell within ten yards of the gate_ 
Thofe appcinted to efealade, fixed their ladders ou the fouth fide of 
the terralfes, and a drummer, followed by an officer, had already 
mounted to the top, when a party ofSepoytcame to this itation, who 
killed the drummer, wounded and fciud the officer, and thell over .. 
turningJht"' [caling: ladders overCct the men who were upon them: tho 
ladder! broke with the fall, and the a!failants called for more; but were 
difappoi,lted; for the rell: which had been b,ought were /haltered an<\ 
J'cndered urele(s by the grape-fuot fired from the two pieces of cannon 
planted upon the cava1ier! it was foon :lfter found that the man who . 
was to manage tbe {econd petard wa,.s killed. rhus defeated ill aU 

• th'eir e~cClatio",s they dc.termined to retrcat,tlnd went up [0 the bat
tery again, where the whole now reColved to .make their e(cape ; but 
this for the W311&of their ladders was no lOilger praCl:icable, except by 
leaping down eighteen feet perpendicular, eitber ' upon the rock or 
into the water. Defj)erate as this attempt appeared near one hundred 
m c}e the e~:pcriment; but what tbey fuffered deterred the reft from 
fo owiog their example, who, in defpai r, turned, and recommenced 
th r: firq from the batlery upon the defenders. Lieutcnal'1t Harriton;
wj the greatefr part of his E uropeans, were affembled upon the ter .. 
rafs lcarde the battery, and tbe two bodie., feparated only by an in .. 
tcrv of twenty feet, kept up a {mart fi re upon each other as taft as 
'/ley uld load : but the defenders had the advantage of firing under 
th~ ef of parapet. from a fituation twelve_. l",,! higher than me: 
ene", upon the battery, who Were totaUy e><pof<'li from bead roMor, • 

T ot. acd 



, 
TB£ WAR 0' Co IOlol.i. !f DilL,' • 

, . 
and were likcwi{e taken on each Ba.nk by tWo pieces of tannbn, as 
wrll as by the /ire of (orne partiC!t of Sepoys poO:ed on th« main ram ... 
part all each hand of the g~teway. 'rhus galled, unable to retreat, 
and finding that .rdiilance"1erved only to expofe them more, tbey de
filled from firing, and every man endeavoured to fhelrer mmfelf as he 
could; fome in the cmbrafures of tbe battery, others behind a caValier 
contiguous to ~t, and the.fefi: in the intervul between the two walls; 
the garriCon, neverthelefs, truning to 110 appe.:l.rallces, offecurity, con
tinued to fire'UpOll all fuch places in whichhhey fufpeEted them to tIC 
~onc.aled. At length tbed.)", 100Ig wiThed for hy both nUes, appeared; 
Wb(1l tile Freucb, ftingingdowlJ their arms, aiked for quarter, which 
waCJ immediately gramed. The officers from the rafnparr ordered them 
to atI'emule in the interval between the {,"\IO walls, from whence they 
were coiJduCtcd, in {mall bodies at a time, by a party of Europeans 
into the city, through the-gateway they had affaultcd. Three hundred 
and fixty EUr<>peans were thus made prifoners, of which number 
fixty·feven were wounded i thirty-fev-en were four.d killed upon the 
battery and iu the ref! of the work" -thore who ercaped by leaping 
down were taken up by their own troops 'waiting oh 'th,e ouifide 6' 
the ditch; but the Frellth themfelves confelfed, thnt of the ",50]c , 

f number, which was near one hundred, every man was much <lira. 
- bled, and forne few were killed. Thus-ended this afTauJt, which 'after 

CXpO(Ulg the city of TritchinoJ>oly to the greaten rifque it had run 
during the war, ended by impairing th<.: FrC::llch force more than any 
other event fince the capture of Seringham, neverl"llt'}efs we do not 
lind that lieutell3n t Harrifon received any recompcnce for his gallant 
and fenfible condua- ill this hazardous and important fervice: he died 
Come time after, without being promoted from the rank hl ... lliclllJ~le 
ferved when he Caved the city. 

The firing was heard by the outguards at COlladdy, ",here the: 
evening a mefienger arfiv~ from the city, upon which 
reoca immediately detached a party to reinforce the ~arrlllOll,J 

~ to follow with the rell of the army, but heavy r~~~:~! 
.,,,,,,,, bUD from arriving before the 3<1 of December. In 
1iJl':1~ eQCJny on th~, t\!lrd nightafter the alTault .rolred 

III the Myfor. cavalry, eight thoulimd men, dUiajJuDte.tI, 
who 

• 
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wh,o bad promifCll thJ' rtaent to make a mote focrefsful attack upon 
the city; bOut finding th; garrifon alert tbey retreated without t

tet:npttng jllly thing. 
T.he king of Tan]o,'; who, ootwithll.ndiog the alliance he was 

enteriug into with thAtFrench, kllCW nOlhing of chelT jntentions to 
)lorm Tr1.tl!}JioQPoly, was not a little a(t;.oni(llf·d at the news, and the 
lofs which they fullaine<1 in the attempt made him repent that he hac! 
thewn fa much inclination to abandon the Nabob and the Eoglifrt : 

.the Fre~b finding that the.ir misfortune produced a change in the 
intentionS' which the king had began to entertain in their favour, de
termined to walle no more time in negociating v.·ith him, but pre-
pared to fend a party of Morattoes to ravage his country. The king 
havjng intelligence oE their deligd {cnt a body of troops under the 
command of his uncle Gauuerow to Tricatopoly, a (ort eighteen miles 
caft of TrjtchinoJ>oly, where they-were ordered to remain and pl.lniih 
the Monlttoes: for this phrafc, in the vain language of the prince. 
o£ Ludollan, is {ynollimous to fighting, and is not-felclom made ufe of 
even by thoCe who lofe the battle . • T'he king making a merit of this 
refolutioll ta-the Nabob, pretelldea that Gauderow ollly waited on the 
.front ids until the whole army .was affemble<l, which would tben im
mediately march to Tritchinopoly. Major Lawrence, williug to put 
the fincerity of this profeffion to the tell:; wrote to the king that his 
troops would be of little fervice whil(l th~y were commanded by (0 

unexperienced an officer as Gauderow, and defired that Monac.gee 
might be reinfiatcc1' in the command, of which be was the on ly man 
in the l\ingdom capable. Tbis commelldation (erved to confi~1U thofe 
fUfi)icions of the general which had been raired in the king's mind by 
the artifices gf bis rninifier; and major Lawrcnce being informed of 
thc alarm which "the king had taken from his rcmonfirallccs in 1\10. 
uac.gee's favour, reColved to make no farther mention of his name, 
left the conrequences ihould be fatal to him: but requellcd that t.be 
Tanjorine troops migln join him without delay, even under the com
mand of Caudorow. Non.e however came; for the MorattoeB bav
ing fent a fmalJ party to amufe Gauderow, their main body of 1 200 

,. .. , penetrated iuto the kingdom ,at the end ef December by another 

road. 
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)'ood, and as they had threatened began to lay the country walle with 
fire and {word. 

This was the firft motion which any of the enemy's parties had 
made finee the aifault of Tritchinopoly: in the mean time feveral 
convoys were efcorted from Tricatopoly to the Eng}ilh camp. 

In the Carnatic the difiriCl. whicb acknowledged the Nabob had 
received no molefration from his enemies {inee the defeat .of Maho. ~ 

'mcd Comaul at Tripetti, which happened in the month of September. 
The troops wbich Mr. Dupleix was able to fend into the field from 
P ondicherry had lately beeu employed in befieging Palam Cotab"th. 
fame fort which they had refufed to reduce for Morari.row. Tbis 
place, with the circumjacent territory, is the only part ill the Car
Jlatic which does not depend on the Nabob of Arcot; it belongs to 
the Nabob of Cudapah. Examples of {uch fequ,efi:rations OCcur in 
every province JJf the Mogul empire, whicn amollgft tbe rell of its , 
feudal iufritu tions allots to every Nabob a certain revenue arifing 
from the product of lands, for his private expences; but as the baftS 
of the Mogul government conf& in regulations which deprive all 
its officers of any pretenfions to real ell:ates, and in obliging them to 
acknowledge that they hold nothing. by any other title than the f~ 
vour of the fovereign; the lands thus allotted to..a Nabob are rarely 
fltuated ill the province governed by.himfelf, but' are generally chofen 
iu toe moll: difia.nt- part of o.ue of the Jleigliliouring provinces: 10 
that in tbi.s infi:itutio lL the Mogul's allthority over all his officers ap'" 
pears in its utmoil: majefiy; fince the inhabitants of! a province fee 
the Nabob appoin ted to rule tbem, excluded from the rigb\ of ap
propriating to himfe1f any pa,rt of the terri tory oyer which his juri[
diCtion, notwithfranding, extends. H~uce llkewife a perpetual fouree 
of difputes is eftablilhed between the Nabob. of neighbouring pro
vinces, who never fail to give ue another reafou to complain of 
violence committed in thefe fequeO:.ered lauds. The Nabob of Cll
dapah applied to ti,e profidency of Matlra" to affifr the governor of 
P.I.m Cotah, ou which they ordered 3 detachment of thirty Eoro
ptlUlS, and two bl,mdred Sepo),s, to match frolll Devi Cotah aud re
I¥vc tbe place. The 6etachment did uot take the field before tb~ 

3 enemy 
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enemy had mad~ a praCticable breach which they intended to il:orm 
the next day: but Ji eutepant Frazer having conc~rted mea[ures ith 
the governor, contrived to iQtroduce his party that ,very night, and 
tbe enemy at day. break hearing Ellglith drums beating in the place, 
fufpeCted what Bad happei'ied, a.nd immediately raifed the liege. 

END of Int FOVI TH Bool< • 
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W HILST thefe events were pafling in the fauthern parts of 
the Decan, others of great confequence to the interefis of the 

E'rench nation., happened at Golcondah, and in tbe northern pro· 
vinces of the Soubahlhip. 

Notwithfianding the death of Ghazi-o-din Khan, which happened 
in OCl"obcr, 1752, the MorMtoe genera l~ * Balag~ro\V and JV.gogee 
BOllfola, cont inued the ~ar igainO: SaUabadjing and Mr. Buffy, who, 
as in the preceding yea r, marched weft:ward towards the country of 
Balagerow i he, as before, began to burn his ow n villages, and the 
Morattoe cavalry in feveral iki rmifhes. were repulfed with {laughter 
by the French troops and artillery. Thefe lofres fool1 induced Bala , 
gerow to make propofals of peace, which was concluded abOut the 
middle of N ovember at Calberga, a confiderable town and fortrefs 
about 50 miles well: of Beder; Sallabadjing g iving up to Balagero\\ 
feveral difiriCls near Brampoor, in exchange (or others in the neigh 4 

bourhood of Aurengabad, which had been given to him by Ghazi·o
din Khan. As COOIl as this peace wa~ ratified, l3alagerow returned 
with his part oftbe army to Ponl, and Ragogee BonCola with h is 
towards Nagpore, the capital of his efiates, about 350 miles nortL 
eall of Aurengabad, in the middle of the province,of Berar. 

Mr. ButTy having brought the Soubah 's affairs to this fiate of ap_ 
parent tranquillity, :liked and obtained the province of Condavir, ad
joining to the terri tory of Mafulipatnam, of which the French com
pany were already in poffe ffioll; but Condavir was far lefs tban th(' 
extent of his views, and he was meditating much greater requefi~; 
when they were interrupted by a renewal of hofiiJities with Ragogee 
Bonfol&, who r~fentillg that Sallabadjing had not conCented to feveral 

demands, 
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odemands, w~icb he preferred when Balagerow was treating, loitered 17S3a 
on the way untit the other M.or~ttoe, whom he feared, was retun ed ~ 
to his capital; and then, about three weeks after the feparatioll, ap-
peared a.gain before Calberga, where the army of Sallabadjing lliU 
Temained. 

His cavalry, as urual, _nlined the country, intercepted convoys, 
Rnd attacked ruch parties as they could (urprize with [uperiar num
hers; but avoided, as much :is paffible, any encoun.ter with the · 
French troops: which however they could not always efc.ape; but 
were expofed {everal times to the French artillery, by which they 
{uffered confiderably. H e neverth.elefs conti-nued his depredations, 
and Mr. BuJJy wifhing, for the fake of his own. views, to relieve Sal. 
labadjing from all military operations,' advifed him to. give Ragogee 
feveral dillriCts in the neighbourhood pf D erar, who on this ceffion 
retreated to his own country, aoout three week s after he had recom· 
meliccd hollilities. But thefe pacifications produced an eff'eCl: COll

trary to tbat wbich ·Mr. Buffy bad expelled from them; for the • cc.ffions mad to the Morattoes, had deprived many of Sallabadjiug·. 
officers.of their penfions and employments, and confequently encreafed 
their avemon to the illfiuence which Mr. BulTy maintained in his 
councils. Shanavaze Khan, the firll promoter of this di(content, no • 
looger appeared at the head of the faaion; but another more dan .. 
gerous opponent encouraged the difaffeCled, and thwarted Mr. Duffy: 
this was Seid Laika; Khan, the Duan, who under Nizam-al ..... muluek 
had held the pofi: of captain-general of the Boubah's army, in which 
charaCl:er he likewife accompanied Nazirjing into the Carnatic. From 
the opinion entertained of his abilities, both as a llatefman and a fol ... 
(()ier, it was belie¥ed that Nazarjillg would have efcaped his f;te, 
,if be had ltot deprived himfclf of the counfels of th is officer, ' by 
fending him to {upprefs forne commotions at Aurengabad, foan 
after the army retired from Pandicherry to Areot; he was at A'll 
rengabad when Sallabadjing and Mn Buffy arrived there, in the pre
ceding year; and although be detefied, more than any Olle, the 

• favours which the Soubah conferred upon &iis European allies, he 
.dill'emhled his Centiments Co well, tbat Mr. Buffy believing him IW 

U u friend, 
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'753. friend, had perfuaded Sallabadjing to appoint him Duan, or Vizier; 
.......- but as foon as Seicl La!kar Khan found himfelf well-eftabliChed in 

th js pon, he thrf'w off the mafk, and on all oecalions contradiCted 
the inclinations of his prince, whenever he thought they were dic
tated by the influences of Mr. Buffy ; and now more than ever, when 
he faw the extent of his demands for the French nation. It hap
pened that in the beginning of the year J 753, a few days after the 
peace with Ragogee, Mr. Buffy fen dangeroufly ill at Calberga, and, 
although his conftitution furmounted the firft: attacks of his dift:emper,_ 
he remained much enfeebled; and his phyfician being cOllvinced, that 
h is recovery depended on a total relief from tbofe continual and anxious 
occupations, to which Mr. Burry could not refufe bimfelf, whiUl:. he 
remained either in the camp, or court of Sallabacljing, he advifed him. 
jmmediately to retire, a.nd to fequellcr him!Clf from all bulinefs at 
Mafulipatnam, until he lhould be perfealy recovered.. AccordinglYt 
M r. Burry departed from the camp in January, but left all the French 
troops and Sepoys with Sallabacljing, who feon after. his departun 
proceeded without interruption t6 H yderabad. The officer who now 
commanded the French troops, had neither experience; nor ~apacity 
fufficiellt to penetrate an.d counreraB: the intrigues of a faaion ill a 

" Moorilh court; and the Duall refolved, during Mr. Buffy's abfence,. 
to break the union between thefe too powerful auxiliaries and his ., 
fovereign. This was no eafy taCk ;. for Mr. Burry had perfuacled 
SaUabadjing, a. prince deficient \>Otb in perfonal courage and fagacity, . 
that the French battalion were not.only the prillcipal fupport of his 
government agaiuft foreigu enemjes; but alCo the beft fecurity of his. 
perfon and a.uthority againft: intellille plots and. commotions. The 
D uan therefore fouilCl, it Ileceffary to accuftom hinj by degrees, to the 
abfcnce of thefe f.wourite troopi : ir was equally nocerrary to prevent 
them from entertaining any fufpicwn of this defign, for thoy, were too 
formidable to be .removed abruptly ; 1\1r. BuJTy having joined' to the"' 
battalion of Europeans, a body .of 500,0 Sepoys, paid ,by himfelf and 
a&iog enti.rely under his own orders. Tbe Dual\ therefore neglected 
for (orne time to fun,jih the pay of the French army at the ufual pe
riods. pretending that iovenU confiderable dillriCl. at a dillallce from 

H yderabad •• 
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Hyderabad, bad failed in the payment of their revenues to the trea(ufY i 
and when the French officers, as be expeCted, complained loudly of 
their own difrreffes, he told them that he knew no otner method of 
fatisfying their demands, unlcfS by ftnding them to colleCt the rcvcu ues 
of the Soubah from thofe who withheld them: this propon'l they 
very readily accepted, expetl:ing, from the cuftom of Indoflan, that 
they thould receive conficlerable prefents, befides the fums which they 
were ch:lrcred to levy. Still it would ha¥c been--difficult to have ab-o . 
rained Sallau:\Cljing's aonfent for their departure, had not tbeir own 
mifconduCt convinced him that it was neceffary for the peace of the 
city; where, (mee Mr. Bulfy's departure, the difc iplinc to wh ich he 
had accufromed them was fo much relaxed, that they daily'committed 
diforders, for which, the perfons aggrieved, were continually demanq
ing jufiice at the gates of the palace. 

A s Coon as the Dunn had thus removed and feparated .the greatell 
part of the French troops, into ieveral different parts of the country, 
he invented fome p~etext to perfuade Sallabadjing, that it was ne ... 
ceffary he ihould return without de&y to Aurcngabad; and even pre
vailed upon lJim, to permit no more than a [mall detachment of tbeir 
Europeans and Sepoys to accompany him. He then iol1:ructed the 
governor of Golcondah, to furnjili no pay to thofe who remained in 
t~e city, and to difirefs them by every other means, excepting open 
noltilities; and the fame orders were given in the countries"to which 
the [evoral detachments had been Cent to collect their arrears. This 
treatment, fo different from what the French had hitherto received, 
he thought would lead them, of their own a~cord, to aik their dif .. 
miffion from a fcrvice, in which they ihould find that nothing more 
was to be got. • 

Accordingly, the foldiers and Sepoys difappointed oftheir,pay, be ... 
gan to clamour. and defert; but the French officers fiood firm to 
their duty, and contributed their own money to appeafe their troops. 
This rcfource, however, was very in:tdequate to the neceffity, aJld the 
danger eucreafing every day, they wrote to .Mr. Buffy, that his im
mediate return to Hyderabad, was the only means left to fave the 
Jlational affairs in the Dooan. Mr. Buffy. not being yet recovered 
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J753. from his illnefs, hditatcd; but was foon after determine4 by a pe
..........., remptory JeUer (rom Mr. DupJeix,- ~hreateniog to make him refpon.

iibJe for the confequclIces of his nbfence from the important com
mand with which the nation had intrufied· him with fuch uulimited 
confidence. He left Mafillipatnam about the cup of June, having 
previoufiy (ent ordecJ; to all the detachments fi:ationed abroad, to be 
at Hyderabad, about the time that he expeCted to arrive there him-

• felf, H e arrived on the '1d of July, and found all 'his troops .!fern
bled ill the city;. they were 500 Europeans and 4000 Sepoys. This 
force, and bis own prefence, impofed refpea upon the governor, and 
aU the. other officers of Sallabadjing's adminifuation. They imme-
diately confented to furni fh (orne money in part of the arrears, wbich 
the Duan had withheld with [0 much artifice, and Mr. Buffy out of ' 
his own /lock, ami by his crcrlit with the bankers, procured morc,_ 
which all togethelrwas fufficient to appeafc the troops ; whom, never_ 
the1efs, in the firfi: day.s afte r his arrival, he had with much difficulty 
been able to refirain from open tumult and violel~ce in the city. But 
although the prefent diftrefs was r£rnoved, yet no provifioo was made 
for the future; and from the latc praCtices, every obfiac1e was- ftill to 
be expected from the difpofition of the Duw, who, at this very tjrne,._ 

.. refufed to furnifh the pay, and (ubfifiance of the {mall detachment 
which had accompanied Sallabadjing to Aurengabad_ Mr, Bu!fy 
13.w the ~nly remedy; and determined to proceed with- his whole 
force to that city,. as Coon. as tbe raios !bould ceafe" which, in that 
part of the Ocean". continue from tbe beginningt of July to the endl 
of September, The .mareh from Golcondah to Aureogaood is at. 
leaft 300. miles: nev.ertheleiS, he·found means from his own refources 
to make the neceffary preparations,..and left G olco04ah in the begin
nillg of 080ber, 

Notwi.bftanding the evil difpofition of Seid Lalkar Khan. and hi., 
adherents. Mr. BufTy bad feveral friends, who were men of import
:tnee it> the OINrt of Aurengaoo9; Sallabadjing bimfelf was at this 
time very much in debt t()ihis own army, and moreover, in appre
henfioos of another rupture with Rago·gee the M'orattoe ;. fo that the: 
boldnef. of Mr. BIIf(y'.' refulutioll, ill marching lIUcallea fur to Au-

6 Tengabad,. 
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l'cngabad, created no little perplexity in tbe councils of the So'Ouah, 
and more in the mind of his minifter, who even deliberated with 
himfelf, whether he lhouJd 110t take refuge in the impregnable for. 
trefs of Doltabad, about eight miles from Aurengabad ;. he however 
judged better, and tried ne.gotiatiou;- makillg, many excllfes and apo
logies, proffering to (uffender the fenls of his office, and requelliog 
that Mr. Buffy would confer them upo'n forne other perColl . Mr •. 
Buffy penetrated the. artifice of this feeming humility, which \.vas 
praEtifed by the Duan, only be·ca.ufe he knew that M r. Buff), would 
not ruque the obloquy and reproach of having moved him from his 
office, as the preparatory means of obtainiilg the ambitious demands. 
of h is own nation from SaUabadj ing.. Both therefor e were equal1y 
willing ro treat, and an able agent, in whom both had equaJ COIl

fidence, foou adjulled the terms of reconciliat ion. The ceremonials 
of the firfr interviews, both with Seid L alkar Kban and Sallabadjing, 
'Yere diCtated by M r. Buffy, and agreed to uy them. • 

E very thing b<:,ing fettled, the F rench army advanced on the z3-d 
of November from the ground '-vhere they had halted feveral days, 
waiting for the conclufion of the terms of reconciliation. About 
eigh-t miles from Aurengabad, they were met by Seid Lafkar Khan" 
accompanied by twenty-one other lords of diflinction, aU riding . in • 

• the fame line 0 11 their elephants, attend'ed by their refpeClive guards , 
and retinues, and furrou nded by a STeat number of fpectators ... 'Vhen 
near, the elephant ofSeid Laikar K:han bowed fi rfi ; on which all the 
0ther lords clifmounred likewife, as did'Mr. Burry, who embraced rlffr 
Seid .L alkar Khan, and then the other Jords. All then mounted 
again,.and proceeded in military order towards the Soubah, who 
waired'for them, accompanied by a great number of troops,~n a tent, 

• 
pitched at fom e difbnce.ftom this infervicw. J-Ie embraced M r. Buffy 
at tbe entrance of tho tent, and' wa1:l falqted I.>y the F rench art.ill ery. 
When feated' within" Mr. BulTy made his offerings, w hich confified 
of feveral elephants, Come borfes, p.nd jewels; all his officers likewife 
prefented g,old rupees .. After which Sallabadjing arore and came out 
of the tent, holding Mr. Butry by the band, who affified him t~ 

mount his elephant, and then mOWlted; hiS own, as did all, tbe Jords. 
Tho 
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The proceffion was now magniJiccnt and immenfe, conGliing of a 
great army, all the nobles, and moil: of the inhabitants of one of the 
fu-£!: cities "in Indof1an. The pomp, when arrived at tbe palace, was 
faluted by numerous and repented difcharges of ciulllon. As foon as 
tbe cour,t was ranged, Sallabadjiug made prcfents to Mr. Buffy:, of 
the f.1me kind 'and value' as he had jufi: before received from him, 
and then difmilTed the alTembly. Mr. Buffy theD proceeded to the 
hou(e of Sejd Laikar Khan, who confirmed and fwore to the execut
ing the terms which Mr. Duffy had.irififled upon. They we,rc, that 
.. , tho provinces of Muftapbanagar, Elace, Rajamundrum, and Chi
U cacole., fuould be given for the Cupport of the French army; and 
.I' that the patents fhould be delivered in three days : that the fums 
4' which Jaffer ali Khan, at that time governor of thofe provinces, 
U might have .colle~ed Lefore Mr. Bulfy 1hould be able toIettle the 
d adminifiration of them, ihould be made good from the SOllbah's 

1-' treafury, in cafe J affer ali Khan himfelf f'hould delay, or evade the 
u payment of them: that the French troops (hould, as before the 
"t reparation, have the guard of the Soubah's perColl: that he fhould 
" not interfere in any manner in the afFctirs of the provul.(e of AI· ... 
. H cot; and that all j)ther affairs in general, thould be condutled 
U with the concurrence of Mr. Buffy. In return, Mr. Buffy fwore 
~ , to fopport and befriend Seid Lalkar Khan in his office of Duan." 
The epatents for the four provinces were prepared without delay, 
·nnd delivered to Mr. Huffy, who Cent them immediately to Mr. Ma
racin, the French chief at Mafulipatnam, with illfiI'uCt:io1l5 to take 
polTellion• 

Thefe acquifitions added to Mafulipatllam, and the province of 
Condavir, made the French mafters of the fea~coa!l: of Coromandel 
,and Orixa, in all. uninterrupted line of 600 miles from M edapilly to 
the pagoda of Jagemaut. Thefe countries are bounded by a vail chain 
of mOuntaialS, which nlll. nearly in the fame direCtion as the fea-eoaft, 
and are in matt places about' eighty or uinety miles difiant from it; 
.although it). fome few not more th~n thirty. They are covered with 
itnpenetrable fardis of bamboes, and in their whole extent tllere are 
n,o more rbaIJ. three or four palfes, which according to Mr. BulTy's 

. account, 
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account, .may be defended by 100 men againfi an army. The pro· 
vince of COlldavir extends between the river Krift1l3 and Gondegama, 
which gains the fea at Medapilly; the Emits of the other four pro· 
vince!; are not exaClly afccrtained; nevertbelefs·it appears that Mur;. 
taphanagar joins to the north of Condavir; that ElaTe Jays to the 
northwefr of Mufraphanagar; thBt Rajamundrum is bounded to the 
fouth of thefe two provinces ; and that Chicacole, much the largeft, 
of the four, extends ~ 5-0 miles from the river Godaveri to the pagoda 
of Jagernaut. The revenues of the four provinces were computed 
at 3, J 00, 000 rupees; of Coudavir, at 680,000., and the de.pendencics· 
of Mafulipatnam were fo much improved that they produced this 
year 507,000 ; in all +,187tOOO rupees, equal to more than 535,000-
pounds frerling : all thefe rents, exeepting thofe of Mafulipatnam, 
and its dependencies, which fcerned already to- have been car;ried to 
the height, might be greatly improved. So that- thefe territories ren~ 
dcred the French ma.fiers of the greateft dominion, both in extent
and value, that had ever been ~{fe{fed in Indofian by Europeans, 
not exce~ting the P ortuguczO\ when at the height of their profperity .... 
NolO were commercial advantag.cs wanting to enhance the value of 
there acquifitiol1s, fOil the manufaCtures of cloth proper for the Euro~ 

pean markets are made in this part of the D ecan, of much better fa-" 
• brie, and at much cheaper rates than ill rhe Camatic -: in Rajah-

mundrum are large forefts of teak_ trees, and it -is the OllJy part of the 
e0311 of Coromande1 and Orixa that furnilhes tbis wood, which is
equal in every refj'cCl to oak; Chicacole abounds in rice aod other 
grain, of which great quantities-are exported every year to the Oanla. 
tic. Although it was intended that the French Ihould not hold thefe 
countries, any-'Ionger than they main tained the /lipulated Humber of 
troops in the Soubah's fervice, yct it is evident that he could-not have 
given them an efiablifbmcnt in any part of his dominioos, from 

~ which it would be fo difficult to expel them, in cale they llegle8ed to 
fulfil their obl igation : Tor, defentled OIl one hand by the chain of 
mountains, and having on the other all the refou rees of the fea open,. 
they might, with a few precautions, defy ~he united force of the De
call. This the Duan, Seid L a{kar Khan ~ncw, and dreaded (0 much, 
that he had olferod Mr. Buffy • much larger traCt of country. in the 
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'75J.. inland part' of the Soubahlhip, provided he would defUl: from 
~ ,demanding thefe provinces. 

. . 

• 

Mr. Duffy ,paf!£d the remainder of the year, 753, at Aurengabad, 
~mpJoyed in regulating the difcipline of his troops, in providing 
;neans for thelT pay and fulififtance, and in making !prepararions to 
,aB: jn concert with the army of SaUabadjing, agauJ.fi: the Mo.rattoe 
:Ragogee Bonfola,. 

Upon tbe death of Ghaii· o·din Khan, fhe<:mperor. HamedSohah 
-conferred sh.e office or captain-gcneral -of the army upon Sehe-abed
,din, the 10n ofGhazi-o--diu Khan, although at that time a youth, not 
more than 16 years of age; but ,a diligent educati,on, and very \tll

-common natural talents, with the canftant advice of the preceptor of 
... his infancy, enaLl~ him to conduCt httnfelf in th is great office, not 

only withollt folly, or indecifioll , but w,ith fo much ·artifice and bold • 
Jlefs, as foon conviucod al l the omrahs of the court that he was much 
more to be dreaded than deli>ifed; and indeed .. he never rejeCted an¥ 
.crime which promoted the e.nd he iJltended to accomplith. For forn,e 
( ime his uncle Sallabadjing. ;cemained U-l apprehenfiolils thaI he would 
march into the Decan, to revenge his father's .death .; but he hlLd at 
~hat time taken Co great a paJtt in the ,difiraCied affairs of D,elhi, th'!t 

f J1e had l)either leifure or opportun ity to interfere fo far from the 
capital. Vve !hall defer to give allY account of thefe .events, until ~ 
the; cqnfeql.l.ences ,of them cqD;le to affect: Of jnfluence the Englifh 

,affairs in another part of Indofiau. • 
The ~ngljlh themfelves could not refrain from admiring the 

fagacity of Mr. Dupleix 's couduCl, which, by making the war in 
the Carnatic;: {ubfervient to his views on the northern provinces, 
had by degrees led his nation ~o the .great eftablilhrnents of 'which 
:they were now in poIfeffiollr At the fame time they bad the fa. 
tisfaCtion to know that theCe Cucceifes -of their enemies could not 
be imputed to allY defeEls ill thei.e own conduCt; for fo ~ far frQm 
havipg ·a force fufficien.t to make head againfi the 'French, in two 
parts .of dle o\1-ntry fo difiant from each other as Golcondah and 
';rritchi\lopoly; their whple force collected was always much infe-
rior.o what ,he French were able to oppofe to them in the fouthern 
pam of rhe Deean; wbere nothing but e(forts of valour, tCarc:ely 

to 
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to be paralleled, had carried them through the two wars of Chunda- Ii 53· 
faheb and the Myforeans. It was equally fortunate for the nation, ~ 
that chance !beuld hav~ placed during thefe arduous times, a man 
of much fagacity, indefatigable application, :l1ld a perfeverance equal 
to Duplctx's, at the bead of the preCidency; fuch was Mr. Saunders, 
who came to the government a little before the death of Nazir-
jing ; and, convinced by that event of the am~bitious fchemes of Mr .. 
Dupleix, determined to appofe them to the utmolt of his lhcngth, 
llotwithftanding he had no innruaions from the company to engage 
in hofiilities i and notwithfianding the two nations were at peace 
in Europe, he had with the fame fj>irit continued the war, never 
difcouraged by adverfe turns, nor dreading the event of deijJerate at .. 
tempts when neceffitry to retrieve them. The two governors had 
during the whole cotlrfe of hofiilities carried on a {harp and acute 
controverfy by letters; and Mr. Dupleix, who had even before the 
event happened, perfuaded himfelf that Mr. Buffy would obtain the 
northern provinces, had, towards the end of the year 17 S 3, affected 
to {hew an inclination to terminate the war in the Carnatic ; and in 
the begitlru"ng of the year 1754, confentecl to treat in form. When 
it was' agreed that a conference fhould be held in the town of Sadra1S, 
belonging to the Dutch, all the road between Madrafs and Pondi- ') 
~herry. 

The deputies, on the fide of the Engliih,were Mr. Palk and Mr. 175 .... 
Vanfittart: on the French, the father Lavaur, filperior of the French 
Jefuits in India; Mr. Kirjean, nephew to Mr. Dupleix; and Mr. 
Bauffet, a rpember of the council of Pondicherry. They met on the 
3d of January; the two governors fuperintending and directing their 
proceedings by l£!tters, which were no more than twelve hours iu 
coming from Pondicherry, and ouly ftx from Madrafs. The Englifh 
ueputies opened the conference by propofing as the hafts of the ne
gociation, that Mahomed.ally ihould be :tcknowledgecl Nabob of the 
Carnatic, with the (arne authority aB had ever been po{fe{fcd by any 
former Nabob; and that the king o(Tanjore {hould be guaranteed 
in the peaceable po{feffion of his kingdom. "The French then pro
d\\ced their ideas of a bafis, an.d the whole of their terms together: 
their bafi, implied the ackllowledgmentofSalabad-jing as Sou bah of • 
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J 754. the Dec~1l1, and the imme~iate 'Telea(e of the French prifoner.s taken 
~ during the war: the Engliih, in return for their acquiefcence to thefe 

two articles, were to be exempted from the Ground rent of Madrafs" 
a finall (jue formerly paid to the government of Areot; they were to 
keep poffeffion of the country of J>onomalee; and fome efrabLiOunent 
was to be made for Mahomed~alJy after his ditference with the My ... 
{orean concerning Tritchiuopoly was conciliated. It was impollible 
to have made propo(,"ls more dire~ly oppofite; for by acknowledging 
Salabad-jing without refiriCl:iolls, the French would beCl?me arbiters 
of the ~ate of the Englifh in the Carnatic, as t~ey would <;,f tae French, 
if Mahomed-ally was acknowledged: (0 that each fide r~quired of the 
'Other to give up every thing before they had well begun to treat of 
any tbing. However the bu(jne(s difl not fiop, and the French depu
ties produced feven patents, which they called their authocities for 
interfering as they had done, in the affuirs of the Mogul government" 
and for making the pre(ent nemands : two of thefe were patents from 
:Murzafa-jingj one appointil.1g Mr. DllpJeix corpmander in all the 
countries from the river Krifina to the fea i tbe other, Chullda-faheb· 
governor. of the Carnatic: four were from SaJabad_jingn; two COIl

firming the two foregOiog; ~mother giving the countries-of Areot and 

• 

• 

or Tritchinopoly to Mr. Dupteix after the death of Chumla-faheb; the 
othe r lIppointing Mortiz~ally ofVe1ore, lieutenalll under Mr. DupJe.ix 
in thefe countries: the fcvcnth and lall piece, which the Frencl1 called 
the moO: authentic, was a letter. from the Great Mogul, confirming all 
th.,t Salabad-jing had clone in fayour of Mr. D\lPlcix and h\s aUies. 
The French deput~es then aiked whr,.t titles the, Englifh had to pro
duce i who replied that they confified of patents from Nazi'--jing, 
Gazi-o-din Khan, and the Great Mogul, appointin$ :Mahomcd-ally 
Nabob of the Carnatic: here again was 11 flat coutradi.Cl:ion, and of 
fuch a nature as could uot be adjufied without fending the qcputies 
to Delhi. The French, notwithffanding, i..n6fied tha\ the titles ihould 
be examined; and being told tbat

l 
the Nabob's were at Trirchinopoly, 

deftred that tbey might be immediately fent for.i ncverthe1efS they jn 
the mean time delivered copies of their own to be farutinized by the 
El1g1iO, deputies. But ~~r. Saunders, convinced that this examination. 
would multiply difcuffions, without removiog any of the fofpiciolls 
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and objeaiol1s which pre\ .. iJed with both fides Olt the validity of the 
adverfuy's tilles, came c1o{e to tbe point, 'and orderc.d his deputies to 
propore thao the Englifll and French thould be put in polfeflion of 
lands of equal value in Iucb differen t parts of the province as might 
p revent fuc~re di'J>utes ; that the commerce of tbe [\~.o companies in 
the Carnatic fhould be eftahli lhed on equal terms of advantage; that 
fccurity lhould be given to the Myforeans for fucb a fum of mOlley as 
upon an,equitable adjufiment of their account might appear to be due 
to them j that a penlion {hould !.>e affigned to naja-faheb, the fo n ' of 
Chunda-faheb; and that the French .prifoners fhould be rcleafed; 
provided Mr. Dupleix would acknowledge Mahomt d-aUy Nabob of 
the Carnatic. Thefe propo(als left the French fuperior by the whole 
of their poifeffiol1s t-o the northward, which were of much greater va
lue than what the Englifh would have been content to take, fubje6l: 
to an equality with them in the Carnatic: a moderation whiph would 
have been incbnfiCl:cut with the continual Cuccers of the Englifh arms, 
if the expenees ofthC( war had not already greatly hurt the commercial 
jnterefts of the Eaft-Fndia compan!, refirained, by their charter, from 
enlarging dreir capital. The ackllowledgment of l\1abomed-ally ap
peared' the only difficulty ill Mr. Saunders's propofal; but even this 
might be removed by the. Englifh acknowledgi ng Salnbad-jing, on 
c.ond.ition that he would confirm Mahomed-ally in the Nabobfhip; 
and that the French would likewiie agree to conour equally with tbe 
Englifh in fupporting this prince in his government. But !\;fr. DupleL'I( 
was fo intoxicated· by his connexions \fith Salabad-jing, and h.is no· 
tions of his own authority in th; Carnatic, that he rejeCted Mr. Saull
ders's propofal with difdain. Jt was now no longer parTible to miil:ake 
his views, or to doubt that he had any other intention than. to leave 
the Engliih in JlO1i"effion of a fortieth part of the territories dependant 
on Arcot, on condition that they wou ld tamely Cuffer him to keep 
and govern all the ren with abfolute fovereignry. Big with theCe 
ideas, he ordered his deputies to inijil: ftrenuoufiy on the validity of 
his titles: aud whilfi they were explaining the various events, which 
had led their nation to the acquifition of fuch important prerogatives, 
the Eng}j(h deputies difcovered that the M;gul's letter to Mr. Du~ 
plt:ix wanted the ufual fignature, which is a. fcoll engraved with his 
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name and titles, and fiamped with ink at the head of the patent .. 
They Jikcwife obferved that the fcal irnprdfed dn the wax which had
{ecured the cover of che letter, appeared by the d..'\tc to be thirty-three 
years old, and confcquently belonged to. a formcr emperor... Thefe 
defe8s naturally gave them many fufpicions, which were much con· 
firmed, wlu:n, on defu-ing an explanation from the French deputies,. 
they immediately recalled all their papers" giving for a feafon, that. 
they would not {ubmit them to any fartber examination before the' 
Nabob's patents were produced. This in reality was.no reafon at-all;. 
they, however, confulted Mr. Dupleix on the objections made to the 
Mogul's letter, who replied, tbat the piece he had delivered to tbem 
was only a duplicate, to which the writer in the fecretary's office at 
Delhi, might have thought it needlefs to affix the ~al of fignaturc" 
and tbat with [he fame negligence the li rfi (e~ll which came to halld~ 
might have been taken up by him to feal the cover; but tbat the
original brought by the Mogul's officer deputed from Delhi, had the. 
feal of fignature affixed to it,. which was dated in the firfi year of the 
reign of the late emperor Hame\'l Schah; and that tbe letter itfe1f 
was dated in the fifth year of his reign" the fame in \\lhidl it was 
received. ),t now became neceffary to examine the original, and to · 
enquire whether it was the cufiom ill tbe-fecretary's office at D elhi 

'"10 pay fo little attention. tQ dUJ>licates ;. but Mr. Saunders, and the 
Ellglilh depu ties, thought that what they had already leen and heard 
was a fuffi~ieut proof that the copy was a forgery, and concluded the
fume of the original, and the feft of the French ])apers :} the French 
deputies neverthelers perfifiecL to d~fend the authenticity of them ·; _ 
and leaft the abrupt manner in which they had withdrawn tbem. 
fn)lTI farther examination 1bould be interpreted as a proof tbat they 
themrelves knew their pieces could not fiand the tefi, they now gave 
another rea(on for this part of their conduCl, alledging that..J:hey had 
recalled thern only for fcar copies ihould be taken in order to..direft 
1vlahomed.ally in making out t~ofe patents he had. promifed to pro
duce. This blundering apology expofed thei r eaufe more than any 
temarks which their adverfaries had hitherto made; for it was- a 
tacit acknowledgmenf, that they th"emfe1ves were conv,iuced of the 
polliuility of forging patents with fo much dexterity that the artifice 

could 



Book V. HU1'ORY or TH& CARNATre.,. 

could not be deteCted. It might have been a{ked, by what m.,ns 
they arrived at this conviCtion j and the Engl ilh deputies m'ight 
have added, as the natural confequences of this principle laid down 
by their advcrfaries, that if Mahomed-ally could avai l bimfelf of fuen 
arts, Mr. Duplcix might h,we made ufe of them Jikewi(e: this ar .. 
gument, h<?wever, was not produced, eith~ becaufe it did not occur, 
becaufe it would have exploded the pretenJions arifing from patents 
au both fides: hut this the Engliih ought to .ha\lc wifhed,. {inci:: it 
would have reduced the conference to a plan of equality, which 
would give them a right to demand an equal !hare of the countries 
to the northward, or to infift that tbe French fhould relinquilh them ; 
after whieQ the Englith migbt have confellted to recede from this 
demand, on condition that Mr. Dupleix ihould acknowledge Maho
med .. ally ill the Carnatic; bur arguments have very JinJe influence 
in treaties, and bot.h fides had alrc;:ldy made t1f~ of filch !harp invec
tives on tbe condufl: of their adverlaries during the war, that it was 
manift:fl: neither had any hopes of bringin,g about a reconcili:uion. 
Thus the conferetlCe broke up ittl the eleventh day ~after it began, 
leaving ooth fides more exaft)cra ted than ever. 

lit the mean whi le hoCl:iliti.es did not ceafe. The body of J 200 Mo
ranoes, who had flipped by Gaudl!row, pu(h ed through the kjngdom 
of Tanjore even to the fea-coafi; plundering and Imming the villages,· 

• defiroying the grain, a'nd driving off the cattle: the confiernatioq 
and mifchief which they fj) read through the cOlllltry, convinced the 
king of his impl'Udence in having fe t fa little value_on the alliance of 
the Englifh, as well as on tJle abilities of his general Mannc-ace;~ 

and ~ith the ufun l fupplene! ofwcak minds wben involved in dan
gerous circum fiances, Be no·w firelluouny follicitcd major Law.rellce 

~ to march to hi1 reliefj and reinfiated Mouac-gee in tne command of 
the army. The violent rains had {welled the rivers, and rendered the 
road'S"'" fo bad, tbat it was impoffible for the Englifh to march iota hjs 
country; but Monac-gee wen t in queft of the enemy withou t delay,~ 
at the head of 3 0 '00 horre. The Morattoes, ignorant.of the country, _ 
had Imprudently got between two IJranches of the Caved near the fea, .. 
ond a flldden flood fwelled both the ehaM els fo much, that they 

were 
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were jllclofecl in au ifland froro which they could not ~t out again 
before the waters {ublided. \Vhilft they were waiting for "this at dle 
he:ld of the ifland, l\1onac.gee rrarcbed and encamped to the e3ft
ward of them, nea'"r a p'ars whlch he knew would be fordable fooner 
than any other part or the two arms by which they were cnc10fed ; 
and the inil:ant rhM the tvaters- were fuffici'clltly nlnen, crolfed over, 
and coming upon them lIy fuq)rize, attaCked them In the angle 01' the 
Hland, where it was Co narrow tbat his [-roops extended {[.om one arm 
to th(: other iu their fl'ont. T he Moratt'oes, thus pent up. feeing J"O 

-other ~ncaos to cfcape but by cll ttihg their \vay thnrugb the Tanjorincs, 
exerted thcm(clves with their ufiml IJravery, augmented by dcfj)air : 
but 011 the other hand, the T anjorines were inflamed uy the defire of 
revengin~ the in juries their cOUl1try had fuftered from thefe cruel free
booters, and MOllac-gee, ie ll fible ~hat the continuance of his maner's 
uncertain favour wou ld depend on the (uccefs of th is day, animated 
his troops, who loved him, by his own example; fighting in the 
thickeO: throng with the utmoll: intrepidity. VaJour all both fides 
,being thus equal, the fuperiority Jr numbers decided t?e viaory : 
Soo of the Morattoes were killed, aud moll of the rell. were wounded • 
and taken prifoners. To deter them from invading his country il1 

. future, Monac-gce ordered al l the dead bodies to be hanged upon trees ; 
and all the prifoners, not excepting thofe who were wounded, J o be 
impaled aliye in light of tbe high roads. Having difgraccd his vi6l:ory 
by this cruelty, he returned with the horfes of the n<ain in triumph to 
Tanjore. The Euglifh hoped that th is fuccefs would induce the 
king to fend his troops to join them; ~Itd the viCloriQus genera! ex
l'cCled that tbe fervice be had rendered would confirm him in his maf
te.r's favour: but both were difappoiuted i for the envy of the rniniller 
Sueco-gee i~lcreafing with the merh of his rival, he perfuud ed the king 
.that there was no longer any lleeeffity to be at the expenee of k'l:cpiug 
his troops in pay, unce the revere blow which the Morattoes had re
ceived, wo\\lJ doubtlefs deter them from makinganothet incurfiou into 
his country.. The king therefore, after complimenting l\10oac-gee 
Oil his fucccfi , told him tltere \Vas no farther occman for his fervice, 
!lud dilbanded his army. 

The 
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The number of French prifoners in Tritchinopoly, obliged major 
Lawrence to augment the garrifon to 300 Europeans, and r 500 JSe. 
pays; 150 of the, battaliolllikewife remained tick in the hofpital ;4 fo 
that the whole force with which he k.ept' the field was no more than 
6 00 Europeans, includjog the artillery men, and 1800 Scpo).'s; the 
French ' battalion, reinforced.in December with 200' men, was now 
equaJ to the EngliJh, and they ha.d moreover four companies of To ... 
pa{fes, each of 100 men, dill:inCt from their battalion; they had alio 
6000 Scpoys, and the Myforeans and lVlorattoes remainedt3.5 before,. 
with little alteration tn their numbers. NotwitbO::anding this fupe~\ 

riority, the enemy did not venture to quit the inand and encamp tOJ 
the fouth of the Caveri, 

The plain of Tritchinopoly having been fo 101lg the fe-at of W3r. 

fcarce ' a, tree was left {tanding for ieveral miles round the city; aod 
the Euglilh detachments were obliged to march live or fix miles to ' 
get firewood. Their provifiolls came chiefly fi 'om the Tanjore COUll ... 

t ry ; but the merchants would not venture nearer tban Tricatapoly,. . 
a fort eighteen mifes eaft of Trltchinopoiy, from whence, when a 
fuffioieut cJ\mutity was colleCted, they were efcorted to the camp • 

• 'Vhat·came from Tondiman's couutry was brought at appointed times 
to the fkirtsof his woods, wit'bin fix or (even miles of the camp. The 
detachments (cnt on thefe fe-rvices were ieJdom lefs than J 50 EurQ-
pe..tns, and 500 Sepoys, a force which the enemy's cavalry, UOfLlp .. 
ported by Europeans, were always afraid.to attack; and feven convoys 
were fafe]y cfcorttd from the l1egiulling of .Jnuuary to the middle of 
Febl'uqry; ' at which time a cgllvoy \Vas in readillcfs, much Jarger 
than any of the former, for it cbnfiO;ed of a great Clunntity of military 
:fi:ores, as well as prov:ifions, the carriage of which required no Jers 
than 3000 Oxen~· tbe efcort was thetefore made fironger than ufi.ml, . 
being.,.sPmpofed of tho grenadier company of 100 men, So other Eu .. 
topeans, 800 Sepoys, and faLl I' pieces of ca,lIlon; this- force, althougb 
more than. oue thit~ of the ariny, was fcareely adequate to the con
voy ; and, what was frill more unfortunate,. tbe comtnand ot the party 
hll, by the rotation of military dut)', to an officer of little expericnct', . 
and lefs ability: how.(wcr, as the eucn;JY .had~ately exerted themfelvcs 

fo . 

• 

• 

343 

• 

• 



• 

• 

TIlB 'VAl OF COKOMANDEL. Book V. 

fo little, little danger wa9 apprehended; and it was imagined that a 
party of Talljorine hor(e which lay encamped at Cootaparab, five 
miles nortb-ca ll: of Elimiferurn, \vould join the efcort llpon auy emer
gency: but thefe, whether inadvertently, or from a malicious dcfign 
of avoiding the fervice expeCted from them, quitted their ,poll: the 
12th of February, the very day that the efcort marched.; wbid1, how • 

. ever, arrived without interrupticn at Tricatapoly in the evening, from 
wbence they fet out with the convoy the next day, and gained Kelli 
Cotah, where they paffed the night: this fort is fitllated about five " 
miles to the call: of Cootaparah, and the road between. thefe two places 
ties through the {kiTts of Tondiman's w.oods. The enemy at Sering~ 
)la01 receiving intelligence that the party wer.e returnjngt .determined 
t o meet them with a fufflcient force; 12000 horfe, l\1orattocs and 
:tYlyforennst 6000 Sepoys, 400 Europeans, with feven p.ieces of c31111on, 

. croffed the river in the night, and pofied themfelves a little to the caO: 
o(Cootaparnh, The convoy continuing their march at day-break tbe 
.a 5th, ad\'anced two miles from Kelli Cot'ah without aoy {ufj>icion of 
danger; when they diCoovered at 1'1. <liO:ance fev-eral bodies of cavalry 
,tnoviyg on all fides amongftthe thickets aad underwood. f The com· 
man<1ing officer neverthelefs made 110 change in his difpofitlon, which 

.. l lappened to be the ve.ry worfi that eould have been il~agined; for he 
had difhibured the troops in fmall bodies along each fide of the line of 
IbuIloc:ks and ca,rts: and even in the front and rear kept no more than a 
iingle platoon . . The Morattoes were commanded by IVlorari· row and 
Innis Khan, wbo foon dj[covered the weaknefs of tTlis order of march, 
and refolved to take advantage of it "ithout waiting for the f.rencQ 
-troops. Ou a ludden, all the differeu't bodies of cavalry, which fur
rounded the convoy, fet up a fuout in concert, and galloping up at full 
(peed c:harged every part of the line a-lmofi in the fame infiaut; fome 
»uOling on to the intervals which feparated the different platOQ.lls, and 
theft falling on thei r flanks, whilft others attacked them iil·'front. 
The onfet was fo fudden and i[Ope~uo\1S, that few of the EngIiih 
'troops had time to give more thanlla lingle difcharge, after which, what 
.:reftflance they made, was all pen-melt, and in. coufufioo, every mall 
~rulling only to hlmfdf, and <elOJving to feU his life as .dear as potlible. 
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Maft of tlfe Sepoys flung down their arms and fled at the beginning 
of the onfet. The bullock" terrified by the tumult, incre~u:d it by 

~ .. puihing on all fides to get away, fometimes agaiull the enemy, forAe .. 
times upon the cfcort. The fight howevet continued until the Freucil 
troops ca.n1e up, who obliging the Morattoes, much againfi their 
will, to fheathe their fwords, offer~ quarter, 'which was accepted: 
--;38 foldiers were made prifoners., and of there 100 were wounded, 
50 were killed on the [pot: of eight officers Jive were killed, and the 

-other three were wounded; amollgfi them the commanding officer, 
~mortally.. Lieutenant Revel, the fame who {erNed at the defence of 
4 Arcot, commanded the artillery in this aCtion: ·this brave man feeing 
the day loft, and the enemy on the point of getting poffeffion of the 
cannon, fufFered himfelf to be cut down wi thout making reftfrance, 
rather than quit the work in ,""hich he was employed, offjlikingup 
one of the field pieces. The garrifon of Elimiferum, as (oon as they 
.heard the firing, marched to {ecure the village of Coota.parah, that 
the convoy might take poll: in it: but all was loll: before the.y arrived 
there. • ' • 

Thi, was.by far the fevereft blow which the Englith troops bad 
{uffered- during the courfe of the war; it took off oue third of the 
battalion; but what rendered the misfortune irreparable, was the 
10Cs of that gallant company of grenadiers, whofe oourage 011 every 
occafion we have {cen deciding tl e victory, and who may be faid.,. 
without exaggeration, to have rendered more fervice than the fame 
number of troops belonging to any nation in any part of the worJd. 
The w}:lole convoy, provifions, 'military frores, and 7000 pO\wds in 
money, fell into the enemy·s Hands, who returned with. th('~r booty 
and their prifollers to the ifland. ·· They (oon after fet the Sepoys at 
liberty, who retl1~ned to the Engliih cnmp; and they permitted the 
two (u~ving Englifh officers, to depart on their parole, which was 
taken In tbe name of Sallabadjing. 

Tbe profidency of Madrafs, as foqn as they beard of tbis misfor
tune, fent a detachment of I'SO men, under the command of cap~ain 
Pigou, to Devi Cottah, by fea; and about the fame time hopes were 
entertained of reinforcing the army with .a \OOy of cavalry, whkh 
had lately arrived at Arcot, under the command of Mapbuze Khan, 
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754· the Nabob's elder brother. This man, taken prifoncr "hen his fa. 
ther was killed at the battle of Ambou~. was carried by Chundafahef>. 
to Pondicher(y, where he J;emaincd until N~zir-jing came into the 
province, when Mr. Dupleix, at the requefl: of tbis princ.e, .·releafed 
him. On Nazir-jing's death he {cemed jnctinable to follow the for
tunes of Murzafa-jing, with whom he went outofthc Carnatic j but 
after his death retired to Cudapab, where he had ,remained until he 
took it into his head to come back to the Carnatic with 2000 horfe, 
and as many Pc:ans, to ferve, as he faid~ the Nabob bis brother. He 

• 

• ncirerthc1efs on his arrival at Areal declared he could proceed no far- · 
ther without receiving a fllm of money to falisfy his troops: this his ' 
brotlier Abdul.wahab promifed to fupply, upon ~ hi.ch it was expeaed 
that he would march immediately to Tritchioopoly. The experience 
of tlle late clifafl:cr convinced major Lawrence, that the party at Devi 
Cottah was not firollg enough to march to the camp, and dreading 
to leave the city expo(ed to another affault, by' moving to join them, 
he ordered them to wait at Devi Cottab, until M-aphuze *-han came 
up, and determined i ~l the mean time to maintain his ground 011 the 
plain; notwithllaoding lie had only 400 Europeans in the field. The 
unaJ lncfs of ,this Ilumber relldered it impoffible to britlg provifions 
from (uch- a cliftance as the Tanjore country, and_ indeed the king, 
not doubting but that the late defeat of the e(care would'oblige the 
Englifh to rctire from Tritchinopoly, cli(couraged his merchanJs (rafn 
fllpplyiug them any longer. Tondimalr's country therefore remained 
the onI:), refou,rce, a party of 300 Selloys were detached, with orders 
to collea them in KilJanore, °a vilhtge.in the \.1/0008, about twelve' 
.,ilcs from the city. The detacbmetlts 'of Europeans employed to ef· 
cort them Were not permitted to moye farthcr than five miles from 
the camp, at which difiance tbey halted and fent forward a detac.h
meur: of Sepo: s, who met the proyiiions, droned by the part)' of 
Sepoys fronl Killanore, at the {kirts of the wood, and rcturne-d with 
them from thence to the poil: where. the Europeans were halting. In 
this fervice they were Inuch aU,fied by the a£livity and vigilance of 
bU,homr:d Iffoof, nil excellent parti2an, \vhofe merit had mifed him 
from a captain of a cdt.upuny, to be .commander in chief of all tbo 
Sepoys in the J::nglilh fervice, into which he firft illlifted under "!'P-
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tain Clive a little before the battle of Covrepauk: he was a lyave 
and refoju~e man, but cool and wary in actioll, and capable of llra'
tagem: he confiaJlt1y procured intelligence of the, enemy's motions, 
and having a perfea knowledge of the country, planned the marcI,:tes 
of the convoys fo well, that by confl:antly challging ,the fQadS, and 
the times ()f br-in O'ino- the provifions out of the woods, not one of 
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them \Va! intercepted for th ree months. The cuemy, however, get· 
ling intelligence that the m,agazines were kept at Killanore, fent, in 
the end ofMarci;l, a party to attack that place; but they wen~ repuUed 
by the Sepoys fiationed there. A bout the fame time the regeilt dc~ 
tached rooo horfe, and 1000 Sepoys, with fome pieces of cannon , 
to his own country, which the ~1orattoe Balagerow had entered, 
and was plundering: but foon after he r~ceived ~ reinforcement of 
zooo 1\10rattoes, under the command of Morari·row's brother, which 
more thall oompenfatcd the draught he had made from 'his army: 
even this reinfo(cemellt did not tempt the enemy to quit (.he ifland, 
and encamp on the plain, althou!h it 'was evident that this meafurc 
would il1e....ctably oblige the EngliCh either to retire or bring on a 
.gener.l aClioll. In the mean time the Englilh camp, although HOt. 

tlill:relfed for prcvi6ons, had little hopes of receiving any reillforce- • 
ments to enable them to ftand their -ground if the enemy ihould 
'tak~ this ftep; for the detachment at Devi .Cottab could oot pru
dently move until they were joined by Maphuze Khan, who cavilling 
with his brother about the pay of his troops, had got no farther than 
Conje\'eratn~ and {hewed no illclination to proceed from thence be
fore ,hi's demands were fatisfled. Major Lawrence therefore, as the ' 
only refource, reprefented to the prefideucy the neceffity qf endea .. 
vouring to reco~r the king of Tanjore to the Nabob's iutere(t. and 
Mr. Palk, who had during his former refidence at Tanjore, made 
himfB11'acceptable to the king. was fent thither again in the middle 
of Apri l. He now, found the king Vifficult of accefs; and more than 
ever under the influence of his minifter Succo.gec, who was carry
ing on a treaty with the Myforeans, anel had prevailed on his m;fier 
to imprifon Monae.gee, under pretencc thoft he had not accounted 
regularly for the monies which had been jffucd for the expellees of 
the army. T he reprefentatious made by·f\.1r. Palk, prevented the 
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'754- king frOID concluding the treaty with the MyforellOs, but did not
~ induce bim to fend his troops to Tritchinopoly. In thefe circum

fiances, which the enemy's generals, if indued with common fao-3city 
, 0 

• 

• 

or aClivity,.might (oon have rendered defperate, it was difcovered that~ 
the army had fUf fome time been expofed to the danger of treachery 
from a perC on in whom, by the nature of his office, major Lawrence 
had been obliged to repofe the utmoft confidence. 

One day io the beginning of April, a Bramiu informed the fcrvant 
of captain Kilpa,trick, that as he was wa1hing himfelf tbat morning 
at the river fide, fome of the enemy's Collerjes cTarred the river~ and 
gave a parcel to (orne Colledes belonging to the Englifh camp, whom> 
he heard, although indi{bucUy,. faying fomethillg aoout a letter, and 
~ahomed lifoof the commander of the Sepoys; be added, that he 
k":ew the men who had taken the parcel, and defired affifiance to 
~eize therp. The CoUeries were immediately taken up, and one 
.of them, without hefitation,. deli:vered a woollen parcel, contain
ing a letter directed to Mahomed !Toof, which <captain Kilpatrick 
immediatCly carried to the major, in whofe RreCeace it ''I6lS opened, .. 
and interpreted by Poniapah, the principallinguifr. It was from tbe 
l:egcnt of MyCore, fealed with his f~l of fignature, aod on ;.be back . 

co was fiamJ>ed the prin~ of a band, a form equivalen t with the Myfo. 
reans to an oath. The letter defired Mahomed Hfoof, and another
officer of Sepoys, fO meet, accordil}g to their promife, rome per(oU$-. 
who were to be deputed by the regeJ}t,. with powers to adjull: the 
time.aud maimer of betraying, t~e city of TritchiuoPQly ; in reward 
for which fervice Yte regen promifed, if the plot fucceeded, to give 
Mahomed UToofa fum of money equal to 160,000 pounds fierling~ a 
confitlerablc command iJl his army, with fome la",ds ; he agreed 
likewifc to reward, in . the I11aUner t~at Mahomed lfToof $ollld re
commend, fuch friends as he might eLl)ploy il1l tbe enterJ>ciz~ On • 
this Mahomed Hroof, .the 'Other officeI' of Sepoys. ~ntiolled in the 
Jetter, the 13ramiu who gave th~ jnformation, and the CoUeries he 
had accu(ed. were imprifoned; and captain Kilpatr.ick, wi.th captain 
Caillaud, were appointed to examine them. TQe Bramin was awritcl' 
to the commilfary of the anny, and had lately been confined 'lpQ.D a 
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fUft>lCi 1 of having embezzled fome money ; he perfilled in hh &ry; 
but the olleries {aid, tbat the parcel was Grit djfcovered by them 
lying ~n orne fieps, near the place where tbey were waihing, aDd 
that a!k.ing oae another what it m ight be, they concluded it was 
fometbing belonging to a perf Oil who had waJhed therein the morn· 
ing~ or to the Bramin himfelf who was then walhing very near them: . 
fa the}" agreed not to touch it, and went away; ~ut one lcfs fccupu
lous than the reft, in hopes that it might contain fomething of value, 
returned and took it up. Mahomed Iffoof, and the other Sepoy of .. 
ficer, declared they knew nothing of the matter. Poniapah the lin
guift interpreted the dcpoGtions, and gave it as his opinion, that the 
Bramin knew more of the letter than he had difcovered. The next 
oay thcvrifon.ers were eX<lmined again, when the Bramih was a(fured 
that his life fhou!d be fj>ared if he would reveal the trucb: upon which 
he declared, that th~ day before be accu(ed the Colleries, he went to 
Seringham, in. confequence of a melJage from tb t" regent of Myfore, 
defiring to fee him; when the regent offered him a reward of 
1-00,000 i upees, jf he would contrive to make ufe of the letter in . 
quefijoll, fo as to prejudice Mahomed Hfoof in the minds of the El1g
lith; he added, that he undertook the commiffion partly for theIake 
of the reward, and partly- from defire to be revenged Olh. .M"ahomed e 

.e}lfoof, who had been the principal amhor of his late imprifQn ment. 
'Jibe eolleries were aga in examined (eparately, and agreecf, witbout 
any variation, in .. the depoGtion they made tbe day before; upnu 
which they, as well as Mahomed }lfoof. and .the .other. Sepoy officer, 
were relea(ed, and declared i'lilocent. 

However, fufj>icjons were entertained that the whole truth had 
not been told, and that fome perfon, of much more confequence than 
all infi~f\ificant writer, fuch as the Bramin, was at the bottom of this 
Maring iniquity : the Bramip was therefore fent back to prilon, and 
remained there feyer.-! days, often urged to difcover more ; om fiiJl 
perfubng in his fecond depoGtioll .• At leugth, major Lawrence find
ing that gentle methods produced nothing, det~'mined to try tbe 
etfea. of tcrror, and prdcred Poniapab, the 1'inguiil:, to acquaint hill), 
that be muft prepare to die the next mortuug,. unJefs he confelIP:1 the 
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wh01e truth, and fupport it by proofs, The Iinguift returned ""d 
[aid, the prrtoner had now confeffed that he had been advrted to go 
to the king, and prepafe the fcherne of the letter by one Gopinrauze, 
a Juan who rcfided in Trirchinopoly, and formerly ferved as an in
terpreter to the Englith commandant of the garrifon. Gopil1rau~e 
was immediately examined; be (aid he knew notbing of the afFair, 
but appeared confounded and frightened, upon which Poniapah the 
linguiJ\: (aid he was certainly guilty.. Whilfi the examination of Go. 
pinrauze was carried on in the camp, the Bramil1 confined il~l the 
city, c;ontrivecl to fend a meffage to l\1ahol11cd Lffoof, defi ring to (ce 
him, having fomething of imJ)ortance to commnnicate. Mahomed 
lfioof rCl)ai.red to Lhe prifon, taking the precalUioD to carry anolher 
perf on with him to be a witnc(s of the converfation; when the pri
{oncr made the following declaration . , That {erving in the com
miffary's department, under Peramrauze the principal agent and in
ter:preter to the Englilb commiifary, he h..'\d {evefal times been Cent 
lo Seriugham, to follicit the rcleafe ,,,of his mafter''S famay, who had 
been mken priGJners, when the convoy coming from Tricar:ajioly was 
defeated. After {everal journies he procured their liberty, and a.little 
w11ile afterwards PQniapah propofed ,to him, as he was known in the 

(enemy's camp, to carry a letter, and deliver it either to the king, or 
fome of his principal officers ; the Bramiu allfwered. that it was a <' 

danger,ous buunces, for which he might be hanged; to which the lin
gui(l replied. th.t he ihould be able to fave him by r~ying that he em
ployed him as a fj)y, The .Bramin defirecl time to confider, and im .. 

'mediately went and conCuhdl his maf1::er P eramrauze, ,v.ho advifed 
him to comply with Poniapah's reguett. Poniapah" however, ap
prchenfive of a difcovery, told him that it .. was not proper to write 
the letter in the Englifu camp, but direaed the prifoner to write 
it himfelf when arrived in the enemy's camp, which inft?uctio 
he oheyed. The letter was addreffed ~ to two principal officers, 
defiring they would ,Perfuade thet> regent to write to major La\\,
reneet and rcqueft him to fend PoniaJ)ah ro Seringham in order to 
bear fome propofals relatipg to the difpute with the Nabob con~ern .. 
ing Tritchinopoly. The next day me{fengers from the regent came 
10 major Lawrence, by whofe orders Poniapah proceeded to Sering-, 
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ham; the Bramin accompanied him, and was pre(ent during his 
whole convcrfation with the regent: who began by exclaim.ing ag 'on 
the Nabob for his breach of faith , and afked what rearons the Ellg
lith could have ·for fupporting him in it. Pouiapah an(\vered; that he 
bad affified thcm.in defending Fort St. David, when attacked by the 
French in J 748. Poniapah then a!ked the regent ';Yhat · he had in 
his heart; who replied, that if the Englifh would. pay him all the 
expellees he had incurred during the ,!-,ar, be would go away ; or jf 
they would give him the city, he would pay their expenees: or lafily, 
jf the Nabob and his whole family, would come and throw them
felves at his feet, beg for w'crcy, and own the01fdves beggars, that 
would fatisfy him. Why, L,id he, do the Englilh 11ay here ami {pend 
their money to po pllrpo(e; my expence is no greater than it wO\lld 
be if 1 remained in Myfore. P oniapah replied, - that he knew the 
Englj{b would give up the city, if their expellees were reimburfed; 
for' that he had [cen a letter to this purport, written by the governor 
of M,ldrafs, five orJix months ago. The regent faid he was ready to 
make the agreement, but that i t muft: be kept a feefet from the 
Frencb, for be would not tcuft them, knowing that they wanted tIle 
city ror thcmfelves. Poniapah affured him, that the bufinefs might 
be concluded as foon as Mr. Palk arrived at Tanjore; and in anfwer " 

• to queilions made by the regent, he told him, that the Englifll got all 
~heirprovi(jons from Tondirrinn 's country, that there were onty ·pro.J 
vifions for two months in' theoeity, and likewifc revealed fcvcrai other 

• intereffillg particulars of thei r condition. -The regent affilred him7 
that jf. the negociation fucceedcd, he weuld give him a g reat reward 
ill money, a number of vil1a'ges, and the commalLd of a tho\lL,nd 
Brarnins: for ~oniapah himlelf was a llramin-. The conference 
then finiihed, and Poniarah, ,at his return- to camp, reporred to the 
major {deh flar t of it on ly as sould not prejlld ice- himrdf ; he likt:wife 
~rderccl the Bramin to fay nothing of what he had heard to anyone, 
excepting his mafier Peramrauze, a~ld to tell him only ruth iJarlic lilars 
as he himfcLf intended to rclato to the major. Some ,time after the 
commiffary's buunefs requiring the llrarnir'.to go to T 'fmjore, Poni • 
"'pah was avcrfe to his departure. On hi~ return from thence he \Vaq 
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175+ .eonhl1ed under a guard of Sepoys, for a deficiency in fome money 
........, rwhich had been jntrufied to him; but Peramrauze promifing to be 

refj>onlible for him, Mahomed Iffoof, after much follicitation, rcleared 
him: as foon as be came out of his confinement, his maficr fent hint 
to Poniapah, lvho told him, that fa much time had been loll: by his 

• j ourney to Tanjore, and his confinement after his return, that the re-
o. gent, who had heard nothing of the buuneCs {ioee °tbey went to Se

ringham 'together, mufl: imagine they had trifled with him i it wag . 
11eceffary therefore, he faid, that the Bramin ihould go to the regent 
without delay. The Bramin canreutiog, POlliapah gave him in1l:ruc
tions how to candua himfe1f; in confequence of which he advifed 
the regent to write to Mr. Patk at Tanjore, defiring him to get per~ 
rniffion for Poniapah to come again to Seringham.: he added, that if 
the regent could ill the mean time contrive- to prevent the Englifh 
from receiving provifions, . they muf[ iltevitabJy retire ; that as tbe 
Neloor Subahdar was the _only perf on who knew how to conduct 
their convoys, it was necelfary to get him killed,.which might calily 
be effected, fillce he often ·weQt alS'road with fmall parties j but as a 
furer method to remove him, the regent ought to ·write a l~tter ad
clrelfed to him, pretending that he had promifed to betray the city. 

G The regent wrote the letter without hefitation, and delivered it to the 
. Dram in, who returning from Seringham, was taken up'with the lc~.<, 

ter concealed in his cloaths, by fome 8£ the Englith troopen: tbey 
carried him a priConer to the camp, but without difco\'ering the let
ter j he was extricated out of this difficulty by P Ol;iapab, who being 

, ordered to examine him, reported tbat be had been to vifit fame rc-
lations at Elimiferum. As fOOll- as ht: was releafed, he went to his 
mafier Peramrauzc, and gave hjm forne hints of th~ bufinefs he had 
been doing at Seringham. The 11C)''1: day he laid the letter on the 
fleps by the river fide, and las foo11 as' ht{ faw one of the Colle\oies take 
it up, went and gave information to captain Kilpatrick's fenrant. 

Mahomed Ufoof, 011 hearing t,his account, went to Peramrauze, and 
afke~ him, what he knew of the affiUr. The man threw himfelf at 
his feet, and implored his mercy; but Mahomed Ufoof immediately 
tccured him, and n:tunkg to the camp, related to major Lawrence 
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