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2. A DissERTATION on the Efiablifimentt

b} thofe’ Motntains which were known to the ancients under the
name of Paropamifus: Mount Caucafus forms its barrier to the
noth fcparagng it from various nations of Tartars, from ‘the great
andelittle Thibet. From mount Caucafus to Chitigan, marfhes and
rivers divide® it from the.kingdoms of, Tepra, Affam, and Aracan :

the {ca, from Chitigan to cape ®wsworin and from hence to Perfia,
embraces the reft of Indoftan.

"TH1s geat extent of country has been inhabited, from the earlisft
antiquity, by a people yho <have no refemblance either ju their
figures or manners withyany of the nations which are conttguous ta
shem. Although thefe nations have at different times fent conque-
yors amongft them, who liuve cftabliflicd themielves in different parts
of the country: salthough the Mogul Tartars under Tamerlanc and
s fuccellors hatgeat laft rendered themiclves Jords of almofl the
whole of it; _vetéthe original inhabitants have loft very hittle of their
original cha r by the eftablithment of thefe ftrangers amongft
them.

Btsipes the particular denominations which they receive from
the caft§ and countries in which they are born, ghere 1s one more
general, which is applied indifcriminately to diitinguith the original
natives from all who have intruded themfelves amongft them, Hen-
doo, from whence Indian.

Tuz Indians have loft all memory of the ages in which they began
to believe in VisTNov, Eswara, BRama, and a hundred thoufand
_Qi\iiﬁitics fubordinate to thefe. * Thefe divinities are worfhipped in
temples called Pagodas in every part of Indoftan, the whole extent
sof which is holy lahd to its inhabitants; {or there is no part in which
{ome divinity has not appeared and done fomething to merit a temple
andspriefls to take cate of it. Some of thefe fabrics are of immemo-
rial anjquity : they are at the fame titne monuments of fuch ftu-
pendous labour, that they are fuppofed to have jaeeﬂ‘hgah by the
gods to whom they are tonfccrates.o ' ‘
*THER
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Tae hiftory of thefe gods is a heap of the greateft Abfirdities, It
is Efwara twifting off the neck of Brama; it & the Sun, who gets
. his teeth knocked out, and the Moon, who has her fice beat b¥ack
and blue at a feaft, at which the gods quarrel and fight with. the
fpirit of a mob. They fay that the Sun.and Moon Carry in their
faces to this day the marks of this broil. Here and there a moral or
metaphyfical allegory, and fometimes a trace of the hiftory of a firft
legiflator, is difcernible in thefe ftories ; but in general they aye fo
very extravagant and incoherent, that we fhould be left, to wonder
how a people fo reafonable in other *refpetls thould have, adopted
fuch a code of nonfenfe as a creed of religson, did we, not find the
fame credulity in the hiftories of nations much more enlightened. .

Tae Bramins, who are the tribe of the priefthood, defcend from
thofe Brachmans who are mentioned to us with.fe much revererice
by antiquity; and although much inferior either zs philofophers or
men of learning to the reputation of their anceftors, as priefts their
religious doétrines are {till implicitly followed by the whole nation ;
and as preceptors they are the fource of all the knowledge which
exifts in Indoftan, ”

Even ag this day fome of them are capable of calculating an
eclipfe, which feems to be the utmoft ftretch of their mathematical
knowledge. They have a good idea of logic; but it does not appear
.that they have any tre_a;ifes on rhetoric; their ideas of fnuﬁca if we
may Judge from the praétice, are barbarous; and in medicing they
derive no affiftance from the knowledge of anatomy, fince diffections
are repugnant to their religion. -

Tuey fhed no blood and eat no fleth, becaule shey believe in the
‘tranfmigration of fouls; they enCourage wiygs to burn themfelves
with their deceafed hufbands, and feem to make the perfefdon of
religion cenfift in a2 pusitual obfervance of numerous ceremonies
sperformed in the worthip of their gods, and in a firict attention te
koep-heir bodies freeofrom pollution,® Hegce purifications and

B2 ' ablutions,



A'D1ssEUTATION o the Effablifmehts

eblutions, as dictated By their feriptures, are ferupuloufly obferved by
them, and take up o fmall portien of their time.

A BRAMXN cannot eat any thing which has been prepared or even
touched by any other hand than txnat of a Braminyand from the fame
principle, cannot be married to a’ perfon of any other caft in the
kingdom, becaufe his own caft is the higheft, even above that of the
kings. They fay that they were formetly the kings of the whole
country, ‘and preferve to this day,the privilege of commuting capitdl
punifhment, when meritegd, by the lofs of their eyes. To kil] a Bra-
rfiin is,one ofthe five fits for which there is fcarce any expfiation.

., THE pre-eminence of the Bramins admitted, it feems as if the In-
dians had deternrined to compenfate the odium of fuch a fuperiority,
by’ forming themfadves into a number of diftinét tribes or gradations
of pcople, who refpectively fubmit to the different degre®s of eftima-
tion 1n which they have at laft agreed to abide, as implicitly as the
whole agree to acknowledge the fulx:nonty of the Bramins.

Tu': many temporal advantages which the Bramins derive from
their fpiritual authority, and the impoffibility of being admitted into
their tribe, have perhaps given rife to that number of Joguees and
Facquired, who torture themfelves with fuch various and aftonithing
penances, only o gain the fame vencration which a Bramin derives

from pks birth.

THE cafts or tribes into which the Indians are divided, are reck-
oned-by travellers to be eighty-four: perhaps when India fhall be
better known, we fhall find them to be many more; for there is a
fmgular difpofition i the Indian, from very trifling circumftances to
form a fet apart from the reft of his neighbewrs. But the order of
: prwnynmce of all the cafts in a particular city or provinge, is ge-
werally indifputably decided. :The Indian of an inferior wounld thipk
hmﬁlf hunmzred by adopting thecuftoms of a fuperipr cifts bt this-
bmuld g:vc ‘Battle foguer than not vindicateifs prevogatives: ‘the in-

feriar
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ferior receives the viftuals prepared by s fuperior cait WitR refpecly’
but the fuperior will not partake of,a meal which has been prepared,
by the hands of an inferior caft. Their marriages are ci’lcumfcribgdl
by the fame barriers as the reft of their mtercourfes ; and hence, e~
fides the national phyfiognomy, the members of each caft preferve an
air of ftill greater refemblance to ohe another. There are fome
cafts remarkable for their beauty, others as remarkable for thcu'
uglinefs.

ArL thefe cafts acknowledge the Bramins for their priefts, and
with them admit the tranfmigration. In §evotion to this opinion,
forne afflict themfelves at the death of a fly, althpugh occafionéd by,
inadvertence. But the far greater number of cafts are not fo ferue
pulous, and eat, although very fparmg]y., both of fith,and fleth ; but,
like the Jews, not of all kinds indifferently.

TrER diet is chiefly rice and vegetables drefled wjth ginger, tur-
meric, and other hotter fpices, which grow almoft fpontaneoufly in
their gardens, They efteem milk the pureft of foods, becaufe they
think it partakes of fome of the properties of the neétar of.their gods,
and becaufe they efteem the cow itfelf almoft a divinity.

AN abhorrence to the fhedding of blood, derived from his religion,
and feconded by the great temperance of a life which is paffed by
rpoft of them in a very fparing ufe of animal food, and a total abfti-
nence from mtqmcatmg liquors; the influence of the moft 1cgui‘ar of
climates, in which the great heat of the fun and the great fertillty of
the foil leflen moft of the wants o which the human fpecies js fub-
jeét in aufterer regions, and fupply the reft without the exertion of
much labour ; thefg caufeg, with various confequences from: them,
have all together contributed to render the Indian the molt ener-.
Nated inhabitant of the globe.

. Fiz fhudders at the fight of blood, and is of a pufillanimity only to

be.excufed and accounted for by the great delicacy; of his iconfiguras
5 tiors,
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‘%ion. Thisds {o flight as to give him no chance of oppefing with
fuccefs the onfet of an inhabitang of more northern reg.ions.

_Hls manners are gentle ; his happinefs confifts in the folaces of a
domeftic lift ;. to which, fuf'ﬁmently inclined by the climate, he is
obhgcd by his religion, which éfteems matrimony a duty indifpenfible
in every man who does not quit the world to unite himfelf to God :*
fich is their phrafe. Although permitted by his religion, according
to the anmple of his gods, to have feveral, he is feldom the hufband
of more than one wife: and.this wife is of a decency of demeanour,
of a follicitude in her fmily, and of a fidelity to her vows, which
mighit de honour tg human nature in the meft civilized countries.

His amufemgnts confift in going to his Pagoda, in affifting at reli-
gious fhews, in fulfilling a variety of ceremonies prefcribed to him
on all occafions, by the Bramin; for, fub_;e& to a thoufand lapfes
from the ideag he has adopted of impufity, the Indian is always
offending his gods, who are not to-be appeafed untill their prieft is
fatisfied. |

In a country of fuch. great extent, divided inte fowmany diftinét
fovereignties, it cannot be expeQed that there fhould be no excep-
tions to, one general affertion of - the charaller of the inhabitants.
There is every where in the mountainsa wild inhabitant, whofe bow
an Eugopean can fcarccly draw. Thare are in the woeds peoplg
who Jubfift by their incurfions into the nelghbourmg ins, and who,
without the ferocity of the American, poffefs all his treachery; and
accoriling to Mr. Thevenot, India has had its cannibals in the centre
~of one of the moft cultivated provinces of the empire. The Raj-
pouts by their courage have preferved thempfelves almioft independant
of the Great Mogul. The inhabitants of the countries flill nearer
to the mountains of 'i'lr frontier, rh{hngu by the a@ivity of their
‘charaller from the indolence of the rcﬁabf the nation, have eafily
mwt Mahomedans ; thefe northern conm we fupﬂ o be the
oflgm of the pref:nt Affghans and Pitans, ‘who are the' hnﬁ tfoops
in
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in the emperor’s fervice, and the moft dangerous enehiés “of the
throne when in arms againft it.

THE arts which furnith the conveniences of life have been carfigd
by the Indians to a pitch far beyond what is neceffary tb fupply the
wants of a climate which knows fo few. At the fame time no ideas -
of tafte or fine defign have exifted among them: and we feek in vain
for elegance in the magnificence of the nchc{’c empire of the globe.

Tuetg knowledge of mechanical .powers is fo very confined, that
we are |dft to admire, without being able to account for, the manner-
in which they have ereted their capital Pagodas It doeg® not ap-
pear that they had ever made a bridge of arches over any of their
rivers, before the Mahomedans came amongft them.

It is to the fupplenefs with which the whole frame of an Indien is
endowed, and which is ftill more remarkable in the configuration of
his hand, that we are indebted for the exquifite perfeftion of their
manufaétures of linnen. The«fame inftruments which an Indian
employs to make a piece of cambric, would, under the rigid fingers
of an European, fearcely produce a piece of canvafs.

His religion forbids the Indian to quit his own fhores: ke wants
nothing from abroad : hc is o far from being folliciteus to convert
the ﬁrancrcr to his own opmu:ms, or from withing him to‘affimilate
with the nation, that if a foreigner were to follicit the pnvﬂege of
wortfhipping Viftnou, his propofal would be received with the ut-
moft contempt.

NoTHiNG feems to have been wanting to the happinefs of this.
nation, but that others thould have*looked on them with the fame
indifference with which they regard the reft of the world. Bug not
content with the prefents which nature has thowered on gheir cli-
mate., they have made improvements when they felt no neceffities.
They hawe cultivated the_various and valueb grqdu&mns of their

: foil
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foil, not to fhe meafure of their own, but to that of the wants of al}
other nations; they have carried their manufactures of linnen to a
perfeftion Which furpaffes the moft exquifite productions of Europe,
agd have encouraged with avidity the annual tributes of gold and
filver which the reft of the world conteft for the privilege of fending
to them. They have from time immemorial been as additted to
commerce, as they are averfe to war. They have therefore always

Begn immenfely rich, and have nlwrays remained incapable of de-
fendifg their wealth,
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SECTION 1IL

ONG before Tamerlane, mahomedan prigces had entered,
made conquefts, and eftablifhed themfelves in India.

VALID, the 6th of the Kalifs named Ommiades, who afcended
the throne in the year 708 of our Ara, andin the goth of the Mey
.gira, made conquefts in India; fo that the Alcoran was introduced
very carly into this country.

Mauwmoup, fon of Sebegtechin, prince of Gazna, the capital
of a province feparated by mountains from the north-weft parts of
India, and fituated near Kandahar, carried the Alcoran with the fword
into Indoftan in the year 1000 or 1002 of our /ra. "He maintained
Limfelf in a vaft extent of territory out of, and feems to have fub-
dued as large a-one in India, if it 1s true that he carried his conquefts
as far to the fouth as the prefent capital of the kingdom of Vifiapare
near Goa. He treated the #ndifns with all the rigor of a conqueror
and all the fury of a converter, plundering treafures, demolifhing
temples, and murdering jdolaters throughout his rout. His hifto-
rians are quite extravagant in their defcriptions of the wealth he
found in Indoftan. One of them fays, no doubt allegorically, that
he found a tree growing out of the earth to an enormous fize, of -
which thc fubftance was pure gold, and this the effe& of natufh

TuE fucceﬂ'ors of this Mahmoud are called, from the capital of
their dominions, the dynafty of the Gaznavides, and maintaiged
themf{elves iy a great part of the countries which he had conquered.-
'in India until the year 1155, or 1137, when Kosrov Scuaw, the
13th and laft prmca of Gazna, and bf the Gazhavide race, was de-
.pofed by Hussaix Gavni, o called from the Country in whick he
was born, Gaur, a stovince lying to the north of Gazna.

C THi§
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. "Tu1s Héflain founded the dynnﬁy of the Gavripes, which fur-
mfhcd five prmccs who poffiefled in and out of India nearly the fame
gominjons &s their predeceffors the Gaznavides, and like them made
Gdzna their capital,

ScueABBEDIN, the 4th of the Gauride emperors; during the life
of his brother and predeceffor GaraTiiEpDIN, conquered the king-
doms of Multan and Delhi.  He drew fuch immentfe treafures out
%f India, that his favourite daughter inquiring of the officer who had
the care of them, to What value they amounted, the treafurcr an-#
fwered, that there was,the weight of three thoufand poungds in dia-
Jmonds only, by which fhe might judge of the reft : after deductions.
made for oriental exaggeration, we may ftill gather from this anec-
dote, that his gonquefts in India had given hlm great wealth., An
JIndian, rendercd’ defperate by the pollutions and inful[s to which he
faw his gods and temples expofed, made a vow to affpffinate Scheab-
bedin, and. executed it. .

- Tue race of Gaurides finifhed iy thg year 1212, in the perfon of
Mr.umovn, fucceffor and nephew to Scheabbedin. The days of this
Mahmoud, like thofe of his uncle, timugh for a different caufe, were
cut off by the fwords of affaffins, Whatever tominions Mahmoud pof-
fefled out of India, he docs not feem to have had any great influence
in it, or evep in Gazna itfelf; he, contrary to the praéhcc of his pre-
deceflors, made not this city the capital of his fovereignty. His uncle
-Scheabbedin, who had no children, and was remarkable foy a {pirit
of adoption, had prepaced the d ifmemberment of the Indian pro-
winces from. the empire of Gazna, by giving the government of two
of them to two of his flaves. Naflereddin reccived from him the coun-
Jtries of Multan, Cothbeddin-Ibeck thofe of Delhi. At the fame time
“he made another of his, Bavcs,,Tagadd'm-Ildm, governor: qfﬂaz.na

In the year 1214 Monamzp, the §th Sultin of‘the ﬂymﬁy of thc-
JKHOWARASMIAN. Jﬂ;vhofe territories werk contighonsto thofe of the

LGayrides, tack Gagna from the flave who had ﬁmceadgd thﬁ flave,
geddin-




made by Makomedan Couguerors in : Fudefian. 3

"Tageddin-Ildiz in the government. of that city. -But-although hé
conquered the capital of their empise, it does not appear, that he fixed
himfelf in the Indian dominions of the Gaurides. He'impradengly
quarrelled with GINGISCHAN, and in the year 1218 was comp?.ucd
te fly before the arms of that mighty conqueror. In the vear 1220
he died a fugitive, at a great diftance from India.

TuE brave GELALADDIN, fon of Mohamed, made head in, the
province of Gazna againft the forces of Gingifchan: in the yelr
1221 he,was {o hard prefled by them as to be forced to fly into India,
where, on the weftern bauks of the Indus,she was totally defeated
by Gingifchan in perfon, but faved his life by ﬁmmmmg the river
with an intrepidity which raifed admiration in Gingifchan himfelf.
He remained in Multan until the year 1224, when he left India never
morc to return into it. He was killed in 1231 in Mefonotamia.

WitH Gelaladdin finifhed the dynafty of the Khowarafmians ; and
what fhare Gingifchan or his fucceffors took in the affairs of Indof-
tan, we have not had the good fortune to difcover, - We find that one

‘Turmechirin Chan, ftiled in Tamerlanc’s hiftory a defcendant of
Gengis, and one of the great emperors of Afia, penetrated in the
year 1240 to the city of Mirte lying to the north-eaft of Delhi, and
made conquelts which preferved great reputation to ‘his name in
India, until the appearance of Tamerianc ; but thefe _couqucﬁ:s did-
not-expel from the fovereignty the family which at that time rgigned

in Delii.

CoTHBEDDIN-IBECK, the flave of Scheabbedin, rendered 'hnnﬁlf
independant in the fovcrmguty of Delhi, which had been gwcn {0
him by his mafter only in vicegerence. He.extended the nidhioiee .
dan dominions, and died pcacéabiy.on his throne'in the ryc&rw@m}
He was fucceeded by his fon AramscuAH, wifs was depofed by tiis

fither’s flave ITLETMISCHE SCHAMSEDGIN,

i - "Fard
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Fags [LeTMiscrE conquered from the flave Naflerodidia the pro-
vinces whxc.h compofed the new kingdom of Multan. By uaniting
tl;:fc to the provincesyof Delhi, and by governing all thefe dominions
in .perfon without interefting himfelfin what pafled out of India, he
became the firft regular and the moft powerful mahomedan monarch
who had hitherto reigned in Indoftan. He died inthe year 1233,

*His defcendants formed thie dynafty of theicft mahomedan kings
of Dellfi.

Firovzcuan RocNgppiN fucceeded his father Ilctmifche, and
before he had reigned a year was depofed by his difcontented gran-
dees, who placed his fifter RADHIATEDDIN wpon the thronc; an
extraordinary ph#nomeunon in a mahomedan government. This
female fovereigm was, after various adventures, depofed by her bro-
ther, Beharam Schah, and killed in attempting to make her efcape
from him.

Benaram Scuam, after reigning two years, was killed in a
revolt, MassounscHAH ALAEDDIN, fon of ‘Firouz Schah Roc-
‘neddin, then mounted the throne, and in the year 1246 was depofed
by his brother MAanMoup Scuan NAassEREDDIN, who made great
conquefts in India,

Argrrethedeath of Mehmoud Naflereddin, Firouz his uncle and
Alactidin his nephew- difputéd the throne. + ALAEDDIN .caufed
Firodz to be affaflinated, and remained in poffeflion’of the throne of
M_unﬁl the vear 1217,

Hrrun wg ariive at;a chaim of near 8o years in the hiftory of
Jiefe kings, which our guide Mpnf. I’Herbglot could nof find ma-
terials to Al up. | .Saltan MazMouD, who reigned at Delhi in the
Year 1398, 15 ftiled by Tamn:,s Thiftorian ,the grandfem of the
| Firouz Schah, concerning which F;rmz Schsh, we-can de-
We nothing morg than that e was of the familv of Iletmvﬁbc

Mianovp
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MasMoup ScirAH, & weak prince, was governed ablolutely by his
vizir Mellou Cawn, who placed his brother Sarenk in the goverh-
ment of the provinces which 'depended on the city of Multan, dhd
the two brothers between them ruled the whole kingdotn, witheut
auy other than a nominal interpofition of their fovereign.

Tur Mirza Pir Mohammed Gehanguir had in the year 1392 ge-
ceived from his grandfather Tamerlane the fovercignty of alls the
countries which bad formed the empire of Mahmond the Khowarat-
mian, whom Gengifchan conquered, and who was father of the brave
Gelaleddin. Pir Mohammed, at the end of the year 1397, or the
beginning of the year 1398, fet out from his capital of Gazna, ad-
vanced with a numerous army to Multan, and laid fiege to the city,

which was well defended by Sarenk.

Duzr1nG the fiege TAMERLANE was advancing from Samarcande,
He entercd India at the end of the year 1398, defcending more ter-
rible than all its mundations from the center of the northern part of
the Indian Caucafus. This invincible barbarian met with no refift-
ance from the Indidns fufficient to juftify, even by the military max-
ims of Tartars, the cruelties with which he marked his way. He
was joined near Multan by his grandfon, who had now taken that -
city, and took in perfon the ftrong fortrefs of Batnir ; after which he
marched tewards Delhi. Here fultan Mahmoud, with his' vigzir,
had the courage to ftand their ground, determined: to titk lﬁhaﬁ.h:
with forces cwhr‘y way inferior to their enernies,

TAMEBLANE, when in ﬁght of thcn‘ army, ordernd % hivhidoed
thoufand prifoners, which his own army had gathered.in their raut,,
to be put to death, becaufe they were idolaters, and becaufe ﬂmjépﬂf .
thefe wretches had betrayed fymptems of fatisfalion at:the fig]

a fkirmifh which 'had been fought with a, party of fultan Mﬂh-'

moyud’s -cavalry. As thefe marks of difaffeition had mfad the "dp-

prébention of 2 general infurretion: of the flaves, during the. mg
whi
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which: was impending, Tamerlanc enforced his. order with “the
groateflt rigopr, and it was execwted with the utmoft diligence.

“Twoor three days after this maflacre, Tamerlane gave battle, and
was, as ever, victorions. Sultan Mahmoud and his vizir fied into

Delhi, and mn the nmight fled out of 1t.

TEeLuT was taken without refitance, and its inhabitants were fub-
jeéted fo the fame pillage and cruelties, which we have feen renewed
10 this century by Thamas Kouli Khan in the prefent capital of In-
‘doftan, which, althouglr bearing the fame name, is not fitnated ex-
a&ly -on'the fame fpot as the antient Delhi,

ArTER having made the regulations neceflary to calm the convul-
flons which his cruelties had raifed in the inhabitants of the metro-
polis of Indoftan, Tamerlanc marched to the north-eaft towards the
Ganges, not without refiftance maintained in fome places with refo-
lution, but in all without fuccefs. He croffed the Ganges at Togli-
poor, and expofing his perfon in every fkirmifh that offered with the
ipirit of a volunteer, advanced to the ftraights of Kupele,

At the foot'of the mountains called Kentaffi, in the country of
Thibet, and in thit part of them which lies betwcen the thirty-firft
and thirty-feaond degree of latitude and between the ninety-eighsh and
thl:'hum]rcdth degree of fongitude, the Gagiges, formed from feveral
fources, paffes fucceffvely two great lakeés, and flows to the weil until
the oppofition of a part ofthe Indian Caucafus turns it-to the fouth, and
foopafter to the {outhsedlt, when at length flowing due fouth, and
having mmp'&aed inthefe various direfions a cou rfe of two hundred
leagues, it entérs fadia by forcing its paflfage through the mountains
of the frentier.

Tz jpafs through which 'the Gaies difemboguesitfelf into fn-
M&nwuﬂi«l the ftraights 'of Kupéle, which are: W frons DRIhi
% 30 leagues, in the bongitede ofq6 and in tbﬂhﬂﬁdﬁﬂ@ 2.

Thefe
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Thefe ftraights dre believed by the Indians, who lopk very littles
abroad, to be the fourcés of the Ganges ; and a rock 1 5 miles diftant
from them, bearing forne refemblan’ce to the head of a caw, has Jotned
19 the fame part of the kingdom two very important objecls of shair
sellcrlon ; the grand image of the animal which they almoft venerate
asd dmmty, and the firft appearance of that immenfe body of holy
water which wathes away all their fins.

A creaT multitude of Indians were affembled, probably for the
celebration of a feaft, at the ftraights of Kupele. They made fome
thew of refiftance againft Tamerlanc’s army, but were no fooner
attacked than difperfed. The field of this viftory is the moft diftant
term of Tamerlane’s conquefts.in India and on she globe.

HE now prepared to return to his capital of Samarcande, and re-
paffed the Ganges; after which he directed his marth along the foos.
of mount Cadcafus, until he arrived at the fouthern frontiers of Kafh-
mire, the mahomedan king of which country fent ambaffadors to
make fubmiffion. As this rout was through covntries which the
army had not hitherto paffed, the fword was not yet fheathed, but
large detachments. were making excurfions to the fouth, whilft Ta-
merlane referved: to himfelf the tatk of fubduing the mmntauwers
who made any refiftance, or refufed to acknowledge his {overeignty.

Frowm the frontiers of Kathmire to thc frontiers. of Indoftan, thp
army paffed through countries which had fubmitted to Tamerjsne
at his entrance jnto India; and the march out of India was thi% 0
the mountains of Sheberto, a part of the Caucafus. . From. Bbﬂc;
Tamcrlanc haftened to Samarcande. Having repofed a few ths

in this capital of his vaft dominions, he fet out on the great cxpedmon
in which he fubdued Syria and the Kalif of Egypt, vanquifhied, Ba-
jazet, and by, the addition of thefes conqucﬁa to thofe he had raade
before, renderdd himfelf lord ‘of an empire. Which extended from
Mrna to the banks of the G*Jges

TAMER-
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TamERL § £ never returned into India, but added the conquefls
he had made in it to the government of his grandfon ’ir Mohammed
Gchanrruir, who ruled from Gazifa the mahomedan dominions of In-
de{tan until the death of his grandfather, which happened in the year

rfo4.  An event in which !0 many princes were interefted did not
fail to raife great commotions amongft the princes of his family. On
his deuth- }mr Tamerlane numed 1’11’ Mohammed Gehan Ghir the
vpiverfal heir of all hus dominions.  The contempt with which his
will was treated after his death, was equal to the vencration which
had been paid to lis authoritveduring his life.  The fultan Khalil,
another of his grandfons, immediately took poffefiion of the capital
of Samarcande, and protlaimed himfelf emperor.  Pir Mohammedl
did not fiee long efiough to affert his rights, but was affaffinated fix
months after fhc 'r"’th of his grandfather.

Tuw fultan Sharock, the youngelt of the two furviving fons of
Tamerlane, fucceeded to the mheritance defigned for Gelian Ghir
he reigned near 42 years, during which the conquefts of his father in
India fcem to have remained in fubjection to his authority.

Tuere is in Europe an excellent hiftory of the life of this prince,
and of his defcendants, continued to the year 1497. There are
likewife in England materials fufficicnt to form a hiflory of the de-
pendance in which India remained to the pofterity of Tamerlane,
until one of them erected the new dynafly of mahomedan cniperors
n Iudofhn which 1s that of the prcfent great Moguls; but thefe
trafs, hitherto little regarded by thofe, whofe fortancs alone could
furnith the expence of prefenting them to the public in languages of
coremon ufe, remain out of the reach of public curiofity by the diffi-
culties attending the ftudy of thofe in which they are written,

A rew fcraps detaghed from one®another by confiderable intervalsof

time, and by fubjes of little connetipn with each other, would be of
Little
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bittle ufe to guide us through fuch a length of-obfcurity as that in
which we view at prefent the hiftory of Tamelane’s fucceffors in Iu-
dia, until the time of Sultan Babr : aud this obfcurity. muft remagp,
writil the original hiftorics brought into England b My Franar] op
others equivalent to them, fhall be pubfifhed,

Tue Sun#my Basr was the 6th in defcent, not from Sharoch,
but from the Mirza Miran Schah, another of the fons of Tamer-
lane; this Babr, yielding to the conquefls of the Ufbeg Tartdrs, re®
sired from the country of Mawhranhar towards India: after making;
[everal~cxpeditions into Indoftan, he at Jaft,in the year 1526 do-
feated Sultan Ibrahim Loudi, and became empergr of Delhr  Who
Suttan Ibralim Loudi was, will in-all probability be known, when
‘he commentaries'of Sultan Babr, written by him(elf, and which.
we at Oxford, fhall be tranflated. After making ftill farther con-
quefts in Indoffan, Sultan Babr died near Agra in the Decesubes of

the year 1530.

Tue pride of the Great Moguls defcended from Sultan Babr, in:
vaunting in their titles and on all other occafions, their defcent froms.
Tamerlane, has given. rife to the common belief, that the throne of
Delhi, and the whole extent of the conquefts made by Tameérlane in;
India, were maintained by his pofterity in a regular filiation, and:
without interruption. But fuch a fucceffion would have given no
room for Sultan Babr’s.conquefts over a ftranger, as Sultan Loudi
appears,to- be, and would have excluded him from the honou? of
being the founder of the prefent dynafty of Great Moguls, -

Homaion fucceeded to his father Babr, and in 1540 fled into
Pegfia before the Pitans, whom we imagine to have been the Maho-
medan fubjeéts of Sultan Ibrahim Loudi conquered by Babr. By
the affiftance of ‘the king of Perfia Flomaion rego¥ered his empire i
15¢5, dnd diedin 1556. Beford his flight he hal conquered and’
added to the- Mogul dominions th&kingdoms of Guzerat and -Malva:
hie Had likewifp/taken pofleffion of the kingdom of Bengal.

D Acpar
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. AcnARr fucceeded his father Homaion, and died, after a reign of
near 5o years, m 1605. He extended the empire, but not fo far to
thge fouthward as to prevent him from vouchfafing to ftide the king
of. Portugal his neighbour, in virtue of the territories poffeffed by
this nation near Goa on the ‘coaft of Malabar.,

To Acl&ar fucceeded his fon JemancuIr, who diediliy 1627 A
wegk prince, enflaved by the influence of his miftrefs Nourjehan, con~
fincd 14 his perfon, and conﬁramcd in his government, by the ambi-
tion of his fon Gehan Schah. °Sir Thomas Roe was fent embaffa-
dor to Jehanguir by king James the firft.

Scuad GEHAN fucceeded to his father Jehanguir; and after a
reign fuccefsful until the change of his fortunes, to which a ficknefs
of languor occafioned by intemperance in his feraglio gave rife, was
depofed and confined by his fon Aurengzebe, and died in 1666.

THERE is not a more curious piece of hiftory than that of the re-
bellion of Aurengzebe againft his father, written by Mr. Bernier.
After having murdered his three brothers and fome of their chil-
dren, to acquire the throne, Aurengzebe maintained himielf in it
near 5o years, with fo ftriét an attention to the government of his
empire, as entitles him to be ranked with the ableft princes, who
have reigned in any age or country.. He conquered more than
half the provinces of the Peninfula of India in perfon, and his vice-
roy$ conquered or fubjected almoft all the reft, the feacoafts of
Malabar excepted. The revenues of the empire’amounted in his
txme to near thirty-cight millions of pounds fterling. He died in

1707..

Bur all the abilities of Aurcngzcbc 8id not give him th¢ power of
fecuring his crown g ane of his fons in preference to the reft, and it
appears by his will that he forefaw t}le contefts which enfued amongft
them after his death. His fons Azém Schah, and Mahemed Maunzm,

fought at the head of armies nat equalled fince thetime of Tamer-
Tahe.
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lane. That of Mahomed Mauzm confifted of more than tliree hundred
thoufand fighting men, of which one hundred and fifty thoufand
were cavalry, Azem, who feems by his father’s will tb have beew
the favourite, was defeated and killed, and Mauzm was proclauﬂql
emperor, under the title of BAHADR Sci A H, after which he attacked
his brother Kaunbukfh, who was taken prifoner and died of his
wounds. Bahadr Schah died after reigning about {ix years accord-
ing to Mr. Frazer.

Or four fons which furvived their fither Bahadr Schah, threc
joined againft the other, defeated and killed him, and then Jeman-
pER ScHAH feparated from the other two, defeated and put ¢hem to
dcath after which he was.proclaimed cmpcror, but as fie was a
very weak prince, and infatuated by his miftrefs Lal Koar, who had
been a public finger; two brothers the principal men of his court
dethroned him, and placed on the throne MaromED Furruksir
fon to Azem ScHAH, the prince who fell the firft of the three bro-
thers, by whofe deaths Jehander Schah acquired the crown.

Wz know not what term to give to the reign of Jehander Schah,
the predeceflor of Furrukfir, as Mr. Frazer, who is now the guide
to whom we are moft indebted for the hiftory of this dynaity, {eems
to have made a miftake in the chronology of this period. Aurcng..
zebe is faid to have died in February 1707, aud Mahomed Furrukfir
in February 1719, which dates give an interval of twelve years, At
the fame time Bahadr Schah the fuccelfor of Aurengzebe is faxl to
have reigned about {ix years, Mahomed Furrukfir the fucceffor of Je-
hander Schah, to have reigned feven: {o that we have in the reigas of
thefe two princes, without the interpofition of Jehander Schah, nfore
than the term which elapfed between the deaths of Aurengzebe and
Mahomed Furrukfir, whofe\deaths, are afcertained by dates. Mr.
Frazer has not afcéertained the term of Jehander Schab’s reign; but
# thofe of Bahadr Schar and F\Pgskf'r could be authentically redyced
itfte the {pact ‘tp Which they mult be confined, it would be fufficient,
adésrding to ideas..of Mogul R&:r}r, that Jehander Schah oné%‘

oméd.



2 A Tyrakmnrarrow of the Efubliftents

once performed the ceremony of fitting int pubiic on he ““hront of
‘Dethi, to intitle him to he ranked in the Hit of the ‘acdirsrars of
b‘ldoﬁ,an.

By that dependance to the great men of the kingdom to which
their contefts for the crown had reduced the defcendants of Aureng-
zebe, the emperors cletted, althoug'h reverented as ‘defpotic by the
multitude, afcended the throns in bonds, and were in realjity nofhing
‘nore fhan the ﬂavcs of thcu' rgmlﬁcrs

STILL the blood of Tamerlanc contitrued to be held in too great
veneratiop throughout the empire, to permit any others than his de-*
{feendants to entertain hopes of aﬁ:cndmg the throne thh impunity.
Thofe who ftood neareft to the throne, in virtue of their offices and
power, were thé&refore contentcd to rule the empire as r.hcy pleated,
by ﬂlcwmg to the people a pompous’ fovereign, who In rca.hty come
manded nothmg but thc women of his f:ragho

Furrussir was the firft. of the Great Moguls, whofe father had
not been empetor, and we fhall foon fee more _examples of this
oblique fucceffion, The fame lords who had ranf‘cd dcpofed him as
a meafure neceffary to their own fecurity. Not content with con-
fining him, they put out his eyes ; but even.this dcgrcc of imbecillity

and wretthednels 8id not appeafe their fears or fatisfy their refent-
ments. “They murdered him on the 16th of February 1 719, aggra-
vatmg the deed with every indignity and infult.

Tuese depofers of Nmkﬁr placed on the tbrone his coufis
german Raffeih al Ditjat fon of Raffcih al Shan, one of the brothers
from whom the emperor jehh@&tph thec:omp. Raffeiy
al Dirjat was taken out of the ﬁme in whm‘fl thofe af @ royd
wy Whﬁmww ""'Ii"n' ., .l kW, Mt s : :
hia forhumes wis ot Teine Sewtcane ik L af foge




tion ; for the'fame difpoférs 8f ‘the throne ‘who had made him em-
peror, murdered himi when he had: ﬁ*n;rt:cly reigned three months.

ThEY then teok Raffeik ‘al Dowlet, brother of Raffeih a] Dirjat,
probably ‘out of : the fame jplace “of confiiement, and placed him on
the throne. The reign of this emperor was of Yhorter duration
than that of his:brother, for he died within a few days after his acu
ceffion, and his death was not fufpected to be the effet of paifon.

ManomeDd Schah was now proclaimed by the two brothers Ab-
dallah “ichan, and Hoflan Ally Khan, whom we have feen powerfu,
enough to make four and depofe five emperors of Iadoftan. J¥ then
were no intérreigns, four of thefe fucceffions bhappened in the fpace
of four months.

MAHOMED St:hah was fon of Jehan Schah, one of the three brow
thers who perithed in difputing the crown with their brother Jehana
der Schah. So that a fon of each of thefe three unfortunate princes
became emperor only to beras unfortunate as his futher,.

BwuT the greateit:bumailiation, 1f not ths. moft tragival exily Wag
referved for Mahomed Schah. Butithe: bégiming of His reign was
not without a ftroke of vigour in the mode of eaftern politics; for
his courtiers, to pleafe him, affafimated Hoflan Ally Xhan, one’of
the two brothers whofe hands haflibeen imbsued .in fo mubh of thiz
blocd of his family,

Tz other brother Abdultah Caun immediately :.ppeareﬂ in s,
and oppofed another enperor. of his.own nominatioa to Mahemed
Schah. ' A battle ‘enfued, in which Abdullah - was taken ptifoner.
B died three months a&erm‘dﬁ of kis wounds; having, &t is 'fatd,
received the affirance of his from ‘Msharded. Schsh ; whigh,
iftrde, lis an examplé of clemendy very sarely found in the valitire
of Aflatic mobarfhs:

Tn_::
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Tur removal of two fuch dangerous enemies to the throne, placed.
Mahomed Schah in poffeffion of it with a fecurity unknown to. his
spredeceflors, fince the reign of Aurengzebe ; but this fecurity ferved
only to render him unworthy ef it. Indolent, fenfualy'and irrefolute,
Le voluntarily gave to favourites as great a degree of power, as that
which the minifters of the throne had lately poffelfed in defiance of
the will of their fovereigns. The fata] moment approached, in which
a forcigner was to determine whether he fhould exterminate the
race bf Tamerlane, and anney the richeft empire of the univerfe to
his own. Caundorah the vizir and favourite of Mahomed Schah
quarrelled with Nazam al Muluck the viceroy of the fouthefl pro-
vinces,"who had ender his jurifdi¢tion very near a fourth part of the
empire, and who witliout rebellion had rcidered himféf almoft in-
dependant of the emperor. Bred under the eye of Aurengzebe,
Nizam al Muluck cenfured openly and in the ftrongeft terms, the
lethargick and pufillanimous adminiftration, as well as the profligate
and diffolute manners of the court; hoping, no doubt, to impair the
influence of his rival Caundorah. At laft pretending that there could
be no remedy to fuch defperate evils, but in a total revolution of the
empire, he advifed Thamas Kouli Khan, who had ufurped the throne
of Perfia, to come and take pofleffion of that of Indoftan; and Tha-
mas Kouli Khan followed his advice.

Mz. Faazer has left us an authentic account of this extraordi-
naryrrevolution. . An army famifthed by its own numbers, com-
manded by chiefs unanimous ;in nothing but their unwillingnefs . to:
ﬁgﬁte and thefe by an emperor who could not command his fears,
fubmitted to enemies whiom they outnumbered five to one:’ but thefe
enemics had been inured to confli€ts under the moft defperate fol-
dier of the age, and were sendered inyincible by the expefation of*
plundering the capital of the sicheft ‘mpire in the world. A fkir-
mifh decided the fate of this empjre. Mahomed Schahi laid his
regalia at the feet of Thamag Koyia Khan, “’hb;,‘took' poffeflion of
Delhi, plundered it. and maflacred a hundred thoufand .of its Inha-

bitants. \
Tunr
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- THE conqueror referving to himfklf all the countries lying to the
wefltward of the river Indus and Attock, reftored all the reft to Maho-
med Schah, and reinftated him in tg:: throne with formalities ; aftg:r
which he returped to Perfia, carrying with him out of Indoftan %
treafure, which in effels, filver, 'gold antl jewels, was valued at mofe
than {eventy millions of pounds fterfing. He entered India from
Kandahar in the beginning of the year 1738, and returned to Kan-
dahar at the end of the year 1739. This dreadful incurfion is reck-
oned to have coft Indoftan, befides its treafures, the lofs of twp hung
dred thoufand tives.

-
Tue cruelties exercifed in India by Thamas Kouli Khan, were
fuch, that rvife had the courage to prefent ‘2 writing to him,

conceived in thefe terms: * If thou art a god, aét as a god; if thow
“ art a prophet, conduét us in the way of falvation ; if thou art a
“ king, render_the people happy, and do not deftroy them.” Ta
which the barbarian replied, * I am no god, to aét as a god; nor a
« prophet, to thew the way of falvation ; nor a king, to render the
“ people happy; but I am he whom God fends to the nations which.
« he has determined, to vifit with his wrath.”
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SECTION I

T HE northern nations of ‘India, although :quatcrs, havulfr
' fcarce a re'hgxcn, when compared to. the multitude of Iupen.-
{titions and ceremonies, w‘mc{h charadterife the inhabitants of the
!outht:m countries, were eailly induced to cmbracc Mahum‘Cdmuﬁn.
and are at this day'thc Aﬂ'g.hans of Qf.’ltfms., who ﬁvurc {o much in
%ll the®late revolutions of Delhj. -E;cccptmg thcfc, faw of the other

Indians have been couverted.

TuE,Yymiss which made the fiift conquefls for t ads of the
:elpulwo dynafties, or for othcl incurfors, left bchmd m, numbers
-of Mabomedans, who, feduced by a finer climate and, aricher coun-
try, forgot theit"own.

Tug Mahomedan, pripcss, of Indie- naturally gave 4 preference ta
try they-Eame, were ‘of 3 a nmrc vlporqas cunﬂn;utmn than the ﬂ:outcﬂ;
of the fubjefted nation: “this pfefcrencc has continually encou ‘aged
adventurers from Tartary, Perfia, and Arabia, to feek their fortunes
under a government, from which they were fure of receiving greater
encouragement than they could expeét at home. :

anM thefe origins, time has formed in India a mighty nation of
near ten millibns of Mahomedans, whom Europeags call Modrs: to
them, under the authority of the Great Mogul, the greateft part of
Indpltan is now fubjeét: but, althpugh the reigning nation, they are
-out-numbered by the Indians ten to one.

Tais inferiority of numbers, Mas obl&ed the Mahomedans to leave
in al) parts of Indoftan, many Indian princes in pofiefiion of their re-
{pettive {pereignties, which they arepermitted to govern without mo-
leffation, on condition that they paf the ftipulated tnﬂqtc, and do nott

JAnfringe
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infringe any other part of the treaties by which they or their ancef-
tors have acknowledgcd the fovereignty of the Great Mogul. Thefe
Indian princes are called Rajabs, i. e. kings: more tharf one half of
the empire is at this day fubjeét to thefe Rajahs, of whom fome® age
princes of very {mall territories, and others, fuch as Jafleing and Jei-
femfeing mentioned by Mr. Bernier in the hiftory of Aurengzebe,
as alfo the kings of Myfore and Tanjore mentioned in the hiftory of
the prefent wars of Coromandel, poffefs dominions almoft as large as
the kings of Pruffia or Portugal. Many of them pretend to greaf®
antiquity of family, and one, whom the emperor Acbar conquered,
boafteghhys defcent from Porus.

Besipes the Indians who refide in the territories of th® Rajahs,
there are every where feen great numbers of them in thofe parts of the
country which are immediately fubje& to the Great Mogul without
the interpofition of an Indian prince to govern them. They are the
only cultivators of the land, and the only manufaéturers of the im-
menic quantities of linnen which are made in the empire; infomuch
that at a diftance from the capital cities, the great trading towns, the
encampments of armies, and the high roads, it is rare to fee in the
villages or ficlds 2 Mahomedan employed in any thing except levying
uontributions or afting in fome other refpeét as an officer of the
Creat Mogul.

INTELLIGENT enquirers affert that there are no wrigten laws
amongft the Indians, but that a few maxims tranfinitted by tradifion
fupply the place of fuch a code in the difcuffion of civil caufes; and that
the ancient praélice, corrected on particular occafions by the good fenfe
of the judge, decides abfolutely in criminal cafes. In all cafcs derived
from the relations of blood, the Indian is worthy to be trufted with the
greateft confidence ; but in CTS of property, in which this relation
does not exift, as a cunning fubtil pedple they arg perpetually in dif-
putes; and for the want of a wriéen code the juftice or injuftice ofthic
: dcmﬁon depcnds on the integrity'or venality of the judge. Hence the
parties prefer to fubmit their caufe ¥ the decifion of arbitrators chofen

by themfclves; rather than to that %f the dfﬁccrs.anpo‘mtcd by the
£overnment.
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Tue Alcoran is to the Mahomedans at once the fource of their
religious inftitutions, of their civil law, and of the adminiftration of
jeftice in_criminal cafes. The two firft of thefe heads have been ad
cqp?ouﬂy commented as in any religion or government whatfoever.

Tue Mulla in Indoftan fuperintends the practice and punifhes the
breach of religious duties, the Cadi holds courts in which are tried
afl difputes of property, and the Catwal is the judge and executor of
juftice in criminal cafes.

A accurate defcriptiqn of the functions allotted to the Cagimpd the
Mulla, would requiye a volume, which we have not materials to fur-
nith; and if furnithed, this volume would Jeave us but imperfectly in-
formed of the general adminiftration of juftice in the cafes fuppofed to
fall under the jurifdiétion of thefe officers; fince the fovereign or his
delegate perpetually wrefts all kinds of caufes from the gommon forms
of trial, and decides them himiclf without appeal. Some notion of
the Catwal is given by Mr, Thevenot: the punifhments infli¢ted by
this tribunal, are different from thofe prefcribed by the Alcoran; from
the precepts of which the Catwal likewife deviates in exercifing the
torture, and it contradi€ts them, in being always open to bribery.

WE fee in thofe parts of Indoftan which are frequented by the
European nations, the cuftoms er laws which regard lands fubject to
contradi€tions, not eafily reconcileable. The hufbandman who pof-
fefles a few fields has the power of felling and bequeathing them, at
the fame time that the diftri¢t in which thefe fields are included is
annally let out by the government to a renter, who pays a certain
fum of money to the lord of the country, and receives from the cul-
tivator a certain part of his harvefts. The renter fometimes quarrels
with the hufbandman, and difpJaces hfm from his pofleffions: cla-
mours as againft the higheft degree of injuftice enfuc; the prince in-
terferes, and generally redrefles the poor man, who has fo much needl |
of fupport in fuch a caufe of mifery; and if he fails {o give this proof
of his inclination to juftice, he # held in execration, and deerqed

capable of any fniﬁuitv.

In
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In 51l the countries abfolutely fubje@ed, the Great Mogul fliles
himfelf proprietor of all the lands, and gives pmtienq of them at.
will as revenues for life to- his feudatories ; but fill thefe grants tal-u:
not away from the cultivator the. right of fale and bequett. The
policy of all the Indian governments of Indoftan, as well as that of
the Great Mogul, feems to confift more in a perpetual attention to
prevent any one family from obtaining great poffeffions, than in the
ntention of multiplying oppreffions upon the body of the people ;
for fuch a flavery would foon leave the monarch little grandcur ter
boaft of, and few fubjeéts to command. As all acquifitions of land
are {wiyeét to the infpeétion of the governmant, the man who thould
atteropt to make himfelf proprietor of a lurge effatc in land, would
be refufed the certificates neceflary to put lim in poffeffion, and
would be marked as a vi€im necelfary to be facrificed to the policy
of the ftate. From what we fee in the hiftories of* this and other
eaftern countries, the violences committed among the great, lead us
to think that the man of more humble condition is fubjeét to ftill
orcater violences; when, on the contrary, this humility is the beft
of protections.

Tur Feudatory, by the acceptance of a certain title and the pen-
fion which accompanies it, acknowledges the Great Mogul his heir.
No man, from the Vizir downwards, has any truft of importance
repofed in him but on thefe terms, and on his deceafe the whole of
his property that can be found is feized for the ufe of thesemperor,
who gives back to the family what portion he pleafes. The eftates
of nll who are not feudatories defcend to the natural heirs.

Tuesk barriers raifed againft the aggrandizement of particular
familics became abfolutely neceffary in a ftate, neceflitated to repofc
very great trufts in certain im{viduals.

TuE whole extent of Indoftan is not divided into more than twenty-
fotypa ovinces : each of thefe inclyde feveral Indian principalities, A
large army ready to move at the firft warning wa found necef-
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fary to ceerce the Rajahs; the fame force divided under feveral dif~
tinG®ommanders would have heen ineffettual. Hence it was ne~
ceffary to give a large traét of ceuntry to the government of a fingle
cﬂ;ﬁécr, or to relingnifh the defign of extending the dominion.

Tais officer, now well known in Europe by the title of Nabob,
was maude 1ubject to the controul of others who refided in the pro-
vince with him, and over whem he had no authority. The fove-
eeign referved to himfelf the power of life and death. Civil caufes
were referved to the Cadi, and the revenues and cxpences ofthe pro-
vince were fubject to the examination of the Duan, who f@aged
the cuftems and togk poffeffion for the emperor of the eftates of the
feudatories who died. The Great Mognl gave the goverument of
the ftrongeflt holds in the province to governors who were in nothing

_fubjeét to the Mabob. He was called to court, kept there, or tranf~
lated into another government, whenever the miniftry thought thefe
changes neceflary; and therc was a time when they were to frequenr,
that a new Nabob left Delhi riding contrary to the ufoal manner with
his back turned to the head of his alephant, and gave for a reafon,
“ That he was looking out for his fucceffor.”

Tue divifions of the royal family gave the Nabobs of provinces
diftant from the capital, opportunities of acquiring a ftability in their
governments, and the court was now content to receive a ftipulated
fum, ip lieu of the real revenues of the province, in whicl the Nabob
became httle lefs than abfolute, and had nothing to fear but an army
from Delhi, which was always coming, and never came. But even be-
fore shey arrived at this ftate of independence, we find them exercifing
the ‘cruel caprices of defpotifm on wretches too weak to raife their
complaints to the thrope. Mandleflow tells a ftory of a Nabob who
cut off the heads of a fet of dancing girly, that is, of 2 company of very
handlome women, becaufe they did naf come to his palace on the firfk
Tommons. In Favernier we fee a man, who murders his wifé, four
-d:f_i}-!ti;rcn,'and thirteen flayes, and. iy left unpunithed, becaufe heisthe
pezion on whém the Nahob relied for the cure of a diftemper,

Taz
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TuE relations of alt the travellers into Indoftan aboynd with, ex-
amples of the vices of thefe princes.« It lm been obicrvci that all the
Mahomedans eftablithed in India acquire, in the third generatiomy
the indolence and pufillanimity of the eriginal inbabitants, and 2t
the fame time a cruelty of charalter to which the Indians are at pre-
fent happily ftrangers. Hence we are almoft induced to give aflent
to the opinion, that the prohibition of thedding blood of any kind,
inculcated by the Indian religion, was a political inftirution .wité.!)r
calculated to change into gentler mauners the faifguinary dupofition,,
which is faid to have charaerifed all the mh'lbn:.mts oi Indoftan be-
fore thf.’?\-:hgmu of Brama was introduced athongft them.

The END of the DisseRTATION.



TO THE READER.

INCIE the firft edition of this book in 1764, Mr. ALEXANDER

Dow has ]')ublifhcd a trafllation of The Hiflory of the Mualome-
dan Conguerors in Indoflgn, written originally in Perfic by Fpsagura.
This wgrk of FERI‘;HIA 1s an ahndgcment of other hiftorians, and
extends ffom the hcmnnmg of the reign of SEBEGTECHIN, the firlt
of the Ghaznavide Monarchs who made conqueits in Indoftan, to
the end of the reign of the IXmperor Acnar ; that js, from the year
977 to 10605 of our Ara; and of the Mabomedan, from 365 to
101 4.

FFerisura gives the origin and regular fucceflion of all the Kings
of Ghazna am] cmperors of Delhi during this period, the progrefs of
their conquefts in Indoftan, and the other principal cvents of their
reigns ; and thus fupplies the veids and imperfections of the hifto-
rical purt of our Differtation on the Lflabliflnients made by Mahomedan
Conguerors i Indoflan.  We have, neverthelets, left our differtation
in its firft ftate, that the attention of the Reader might be direted

to the workfof 'ERismTa, which is the moft curious and valuable
picce of Oriental hiftory, of which a tranflation has hitherto been
‘given to Europe.
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HE Englifh eftablilhiments in the kingdom of In-

I doftan are divided into three governments, inde-
pendant of each ‘other. Bombay commands the factories
on the weftern fide of the peninfula, commonly called the
Malabar coaft; together with thofe in Perfia: the eftablith-
ments and poffeflions on the caftern or Coromandel coaft
are under the government of Madrafs : and thofe in Ben-
gal depend on Calcutta, From the year 1745 to the con-
chufion of the late peace, the Englifh have been contimilly

F engayed
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engaged in war, in one or other of thefe divifions : and the
prefervation of their commerce in the Eaft-Indies abfolutely
depended on the conduét and f{uccefs of the wars of Coro-
mandel and Bengal. We have therefore thought that a
general hiftory of their military tranfactions in Indoftan,
during this period, would not be unacceptable to the pub-
lic; more efpecially as there is no psfst of the world in
which the Britifh arm$ have, of late years, acquired more
honour,



B QO O K L

THE \ﬁAp OF COOROMANDEL,

HE war declared between Great Britain and France in 1744,

extended its operations to the fettlements of the two nations
in India; peace was no foaner reftored to them by the treaty of Aix-
la-Chapelle, than they took up arms againft one another, on the
coaft of Coromandel, as allies to two Moorifh lords contending for
the poffeflion of the province of Carnatica, The competition be-
tween thefe lords had its rife in events, which happened feveral years
before the Englifh or French took part in it; it therefore becomes
neceffary to defcribe thofe events; and as the government, policy,
and cuftoms of the nations of Indoftan differ greatly from thofe of
Europe, we fhall endeavour, in the courfe of our narrative, to give as
much of their charaéter and manners, as appears ncccﬂ'ary for the
intelligence of the faéts which we relate.

MosT of the countries which have been conquered by the Great
Mogul in the peninfula of India, are comprized under one viceroyalty,
called from its fituation the Decan, or fouth, From the word Soubah,
fignifying a province, the viceroy of this vaft territory, is called Soubah-
dar, and by Europcans improperly Soubah, Of the countries under
his jurifdi€tion, fome are entircly fubje@ed to the throne of Delhi, and
governed by Mahomedans, whom Europcans as improperly call
Moors; whilft others remain under the government of their orjginal
Indian princes or Rajahs, and are fuffered to follow their aﬁ:nt

F 2
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modes on condition of paying tribute to the Great Mogul. The
Moorifh governors depending on the Soubah, aflume, when treating’
with their inferiors, the title of Nabob, which fignifies Deputy : but

" this in the regiffers of the throne is fynonimous to Soubahdar, and the
greateft part of thofe who ftile themfelves Navabs, or. Nabobs, are
ranked at Deihi under the title of Phous-dar, which 1s mtch inferior
to that which they aflume, fignifying no more than the commander
of a body of forces, The Luropeans eftablithed m the territories of
thefe P{eudo-Nabobs (if we may be allowed the C)U)refﬁon) following
the example of the natives with whom they have moft intercourie,
have agreed in giving them the title they fodmuch affeft, In dcfe-
rence therefore to the cuftom which has prevailed, we fhall leave
them in pofleffion of it.and in the courfe of our narration fhall like-
wife diftinguifh the great viceroy by that of Soubak.

A Nano# oyght to hold bis commiffion from Delhi, and if at his
death a fucceflor has not been previoufly appointed by the Great Mo«
gul, the Soubah has the right of naming a perfon fo adminifter the
Nabobfhip until the will of the Sovereign is known ; but a Nahob,
thus appointed by a Soubah is not decmed authentically eftabliflied
until he is confirmed from Delhi. © The Soubah reccives from the
feveral Nabobs the annual revenucs of the crown, and remits them to
the treafury of the Empire. The Nahobs are obliged to accompany
him in all military expeditions within the extent of his viceroy alty,
but not in any without that cxreit. Thete regulations were intended
to place them in fuch a flate of dependance on the Soubah as thould
render them fubfervient to the mnterefts of the Empire, and at the
fame time lcave them in a fiate of independapce, which would
render it difficult for the Soubah to make ufe of their affiftance tor
brtive the throne.

Tur conflitution of the Mogul Empire began to lofe its vigour im~
metliate) y after the death of Aurengzebe, the ableft monarch that ever
reigned over Indoftan ; but finct the dreadful incurfion of the Perfians
under ‘Thamas Kouli Khan, it has declined daily more and more: fo
that suring the laft fifty years, Soubahs have been feen to maintain

- themizlves in their governments againft the will of the throue, and
have gonfequently appointed Nabobs under them with as little regard
to
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to its authority ; Nabobs likewife have kept pofleffion of their gv-
vernments in oppofition both to the Soubah and the throne; and
what 1s more extraordinary in the offices of a defpotic ftate, both
Soubahs and Nabobs have named their fucceflors, who have ofteit
fucceeded with as little oppofition as if they had been the heirs ap-
parent of an hereditary domiion.  What we have faid of the go-
vernment of the fouthern provinces, 1s equally applicable to all the
other Soubathip- of the empire. ,

Tue Carnatic is one of the mofl confl ierable Nabobfhips depen-
dant on the Sofibalhi of the Decan: from its capital it is likewife
named the province 5'11" Arcots but its prefent limits are greatly m-
ferior to thofe which bounded the ancient Carnatic before it was
conquercd by the Great Mogul; for we do not find that the Nabobs
of Arcot have ever extendc (l their authority bc)oud the river Gon-
degama to the north, the great chain of mountains to the weft, and
the borders of the kingdoms of ' ritchinopoly, Tanjore, and Myfore
to the fouth. *The icd bounds it to the eaft. It was not before the
beginning of the prefent century that this country was entirely re-
duced by the Moors.

SADATULLA, a regular and Acknowledged Nabob of the Carnatic,
having no iffue, adopted the two fons of his brother ; appointing the
elder, Doaft-ally, to fuccced in the Nabobfhip ; and conferring on
the younger, Boker-ally, the government of Velore ; he likewife di-
refted that Gulam Hafiein, the nephew of his favourite wife, thould
be Duan or prime minifter to his fucceflor, Having,reigncd from
the year 1710 to 1732, he died much regretted by his fubjeéts.

Tue difpofitions he had made were fulfilled without oppofition or
difficulty ; but Nizam-al-muluck, the Soubah of the fouthern pro=
vinces, behcld the acceflion of Doaft-ally with averfion, fince it Yook
cifeét without that deference to his authority which he was deter-
mined to eftablith throughout all the governments under his jurifdic-
tion. The jealoufy of this powcrful fuperior prevented Doaft-ally
from procuring a regular confirmation from Delhi: it is faid that he
culy obtained fome lctters of approbation from the vizir, without
the proper forms of an authcnnc commiffion. 2

HNOAST-
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DoAast-ALLY had m fons, of whom the eldeft, Subder-ally, was

=~~~/ arrived at man’s eftate when his father fucceeded to the Nabobthip ;

1736,

he had likewife feveral daughters, one of whom he had at that time
given in marriage to his nephew Mortiz-ally, fon of Boker-ally; and
another to a more diftant relation named Chunda-faheb. This lord
gave his own daughter by a former wife in marriage to Gulam Haffein,
and availing himfelf of the incapacity of his fon-in-law, obtained the
Nabol’s permiffion to adminifter the office of Duan in his {tead.
Tue kingdoms of Tritchinopoly and Tanjore, although tributary

to the Great Mogul, were edch of them governed b its own prince

or Rajah, and the care of levying the tributes 6{ thefe countries was
intrufted to the Nababs of Arcot, wha were fometimes obliged ta
fend an army to facilitate the colleftion of them, The death of the
king of Tritchinopoly in 1736, was followed by difputes between
the queen and a prince of the royal blood, which produced a con-
fufion in the government fufficient to give the Nabob of Arcat hopes
of fubjefting the kingdom to his authority, He therefore deters
mined to fend an army under the command of his fon Subder-ally
and the Duan Chunda-faheb to feize any apportunity which might
offer of getting poffeflion of the city-¢f Tritchinopoly ; but to pre-
vent fufpicians, the colletion of the tribute was given out as the only
ureention of the expedition, and the army was ordered to move lei-
furely down to the fea-coaft, before they proceeded to the fouth :
accordingly they came to Madrafs, where they remained fome days,
and then went to Pondicherry, where they ftaid a longer time ; dur-
ing which, Chunda-faheb laid the firft foundation of his connexions
with the French government in that city; from hence they marched
to Tritchinopoly,

B intrigues, of which we have not the details, Chunda-faheb pre.
vailed on the queen to admit him with a body ef troops intoe the city,
having firft taken an oath op the Koran, that he would at in nothing
to her detriment : the people of-the country fay that fhe fell in love-
with him; if fo, the was ill requited, for he foon after feduced the

“garrifoy, feized the city, and confined her to a prifon, where fhe died

ofigriek The fubmiffion of the reft of the kingdom foon followed that
s ' af
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of the capital; after which, Subder-ally leaving Chunda-faheb ta' 1736.
govern thefe rnew acquiﬁtions, returned to his father at Arcot, who
appointed Meer-affud, the preceptor of Subdcr-ally, to fucceed Chun-
da-faheb in the office of Duan.

TuEe new Duan was well acquainted with the ambitious charalter
of his predeceflor, and reprefented to Subder-ally the confequences
which were to be apprehended from a man of fuch dangerous views,
placed in a goyernment of fuch importance. Subder-ally faw hi®
error when it was too late to redréfs it; for when he reprefented to
his father the neceffity of recalling Chunda-faheb to Arcot, the Na-
bob, apprehenfive of open ruptures in his family, and attached to his
fon-in-law from an opinion of his abilities, could not be mnduced to
follow Meer-aflud’s advice.

CHUNDA-SAHEB hearing what had been attempted againft him,
took meafureg to fecure himfelf: he put the city of Tritchinopoly in
a good ftate of defence, and placed his two brothers in the ftrongeft
towns dependant on his fovereignty; Buda-faheb in Madura, and
Saduck-faheb in Dindigul : byt notwithftanding thefe preparations,
he determined not to throw off his allegiance to the Nabob, before
he thould be openly attacked.

I~ the mean time Nizam-al-muluck’s refentments againft the fa-
mily of Doaft-ally increafed with their acquifitions ; for, notwith-
ftanding the independancy affected by Chunda-faheb, he did not
doubt that the force of Tritchinopoly would always be anited with
that of Arcot, whenever danger from foreign powers (hould threaten
either of the two governments. But his attention was for fome years
taken up by affairs of much greater importance than the rcducing of
this family to his obedience. At one time, he was prepared to join
the Great Mogul, whom he wifhed to fee dethroned, againft Tha-
mas Kouli Khan, whom he had inyited to invade the Empire : and
after the Perfian left Indoftan, he was obliged to keep his arms
turned towards Delhi, where he was equally dreaded and detefted,
Thus prevented from marching into the Carnatic, he at le'.,\gth de-
termined to give the Morattoes permiffion to attack it. .'By this
meafure he fatisfied, in part, the obligations he lay under to\]ut na- 3739

\tion,
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439, tion, and at the fame time employed a force, which, mext to his
4~ ggvn, was the moit capable of conquering the dominions of Doaft-ally,
Tur country of the Morattoes lies between Bombay and Gol-Kon-
dah : its limits are not known with any degree of certainty to Euro-
peans, and we are equally ignorant of the origin and hiftory of the
people. It is now a century that they have made a figure as the moft
enterprifing foldiers of Indoftan, and as the only nation of Indians,
»which fccms to make war an eccupation by choice; for the Rajpouts
are foldiers by birth. Of late yedrs they have often been at the gates
of Delhi; fometimes in arms againft the throne : at others, in defence
of it againft the Affghans or Pitans. The ftrength of their armies
confifts in their muncrous cavalry, which is more capable of refifting
fatigue than any in India ; large bodies of them having been known
to march fifty miles in a day. They avoid general engagements, and
feem to have no other idea in making war, but that of doing as much
mifchief as poffible to the enemy’s country. This they effett by
driving off the cattle, deftroying the harveft, burning the villages,
and by exercifing fuch cruelties as makes the people of the open
coufitry take flight on the firft rumours of their approach. The
rapidity of their motions leaves the prince with whom they wage
war little chance of {triking a decifive blow againft them, or even
of attacking with effe@ any of their detachments. Hence the ex-
jic_n'c:: of maintaining an army in the field with very little probability
of even fighting fuch an enemy, and the greater detrimeunt arifing
from the devaftations they commit, generally induce the govern-
mepts they attack to purchafe their retreat with money. Great par-
‘ﬁmnﬁxy in their expences, and continued colle€tions of treafure by the
meais now deferibed, have. bcemahc.prmmpal caufes of raifing them,
in lefs than alccntury.,,fmm apcnple of ﬂconﬁderabie hots, to a na-
tion Whieh at prefent firikes terror iato all the countries bétween
Delhi and Ca;;e Comerin. They often lat out bodies of men, ‘and
ﬁmg;umes whbie agmies; ‘but the hu'mg of them is adangerous re-
f¥rcesKor theoffer of better terms feldom fails to make them chmgi:

N ;hay feldotn relinquifh their pratice of plundcrmg even in

owhtries which they are hired to defead, But notwithftanding
thain
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their warlike charaéter, they are.in other refpecls, the mo_'ﬂ {cropu-
lous obfervers of the religion of Bruma ; never cating of any thing
that has life, nor even killing the infe¢ts which moleft thein : how-
ever, a buffalo facrificed, with many ftrange ceremonies, atones for
the blood of their own fpecies which they thed in war.

Before the Carnatic was conquered: by the Great Mogul, the
Morattoes were in pofielfion of feveral fortreffes and territories in the
country : retreating from which before the arms of the Moors, they
ftipulated to receive annvally a por tion of the revenues, as a recom-
pence for the pofleffions which they relinquifhed, and as'a tribute
for defifting from their ufual predatory incurfions into the province.
The Nabobs of Arcot had for many years neglected to pay this tri-
bute, and the Morattoes had refrained from their ufual methods of
obtaining reparation, from no other motive than their great fear of
Nizam-al-muluck : but this reftraint was now removed by the en-
couragement which they received from him to invade the Carnatic.
At the fame time the kings of Myfore and Tanjore, in refentment
of the injuries they bad fuffered from Chunda-faheb in his govern-
ment of Tritchinopoly, incited them, as brethren of the fame reli-
gion, to attack the Carnatic, and to revenge the violations com:-
mitted in their temples and holy places by that Mahomedan gover-
nor, and the Moors in his fervice,

In the month of May, 1740, an army of 10000 Morattoes, under
the command of Ragogee Benfola, approached the province with
their wfual rapidity, and arrived at the mountains, which feparate it

41
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from the weflern tountry, before Doaft-ally was able to colle€t'

the whole of his forces to oppofe them; for a large part of hk
army happened at that time to be employed to the fouthward,
under the command of his fon Subder-ally. The Nabob, however,
marched from Arcot with what troaps he was' able to affemble,
about gooo Liorfe and 6ooo foot, and with thefe determined to de-
fend the paffes of Damal-cherri, through which the Morattocs in-
tended to enter the province, until he could be fuccoured by his fin’s
army, and the other troops of the province, which were :1dvanc:ng
to his affiftance : it is thought he would have fuccecded in this iu-

G tention™
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t740. tent'on if he had not been betrayed by one of his officers, an Indian,
=—v=~J* wko {utfered the Morattoes to pafs the ftation where he commanded.

The next rLu, being the zoth of May, the whole army appeared in
the Mvelob’s rear, whach was not defended by intrenchments, and
“having every advantage, attacked his tmops with great fury; who,
cncour.lgul by the cxample of their prince, defended themfelves re=
folutely for feveral hours, until they faw him, together with his fon
Haffan-ally, fall dead from their elephants on the field of battle; the
rout was then general ; moft of the principal officers of the army
were flain, and Meer-affud, the Duan, was taken prifoner.

Subder-ally, with the troops under his command, was ad-
vanced as far as Arcot when he heard of his father's fute, upon which
he immediately took refuge in Velore. Chunda-faheb likewife took
the field with® 5000 horde and rcooo foot, giving out that he in-
tended to march to the Nabob's affiftance ; but by contrived delays
he kept at a diftance from the field of battle, and as foon as he heard
of the Nabob's defeat, haftened back to T ritchinopoly.

The Morattoes, after their victory, fent detachments to plunder

and levy contributions in every part of the province, but found that

what they acquired by thefe means did not anfwer their expetations;
for the wealthy inhabitants hid removed all their valuable effeéts inta
the ftrong holds ‘with which the province abounds. Thus difap-
pointed, they readily liftencd to the propofals of their prifoner Meer-
affud, who was empowered by Subder-ally from Velore to treat with
them : it was agreed that they thould be paid, at ftated periods,
10,600,000 of rupees, equal to one year’s revesue of the province,
¢n condition that they quitted the Carnatic immediately ; thus much
was made public, but another article was kept fecret.  As foon as
the treaty was ratified, Subder-ally affumed the title and authority
of Nabob; but this power was now fo much impaired, that Chunda-
faheb thinking he had nothing to apprehend from it, came to Arcot
to do homage to him: however, the fplendor of his retinue, and the
miljtary force which accorpanied bim, made him appear rather the
‘equal than the dependant of Subder-ally,

The
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The fortifications of Pondicherry were at this time in fuch reputa- 1740.
tion, amongft a people who liad never before feen any thing equal to v
them, that the late Nabob, as well as Subder-ally and Chunda-ﬁzhcb,.
had fent their wives, children, and treafures, to remain there during
the war. As foon as the Morattoes quitted the province, Subder-ally
and Chunda-faheb, attended by a large retinue, went to Pondicherry,
where they ftayed feveral days. Subdcr-ally returning to Arcot, took
with him his own and his father's family ; but Chunda-faheb pro-
ceeding to Tritchinopoly, left the women of his family and one of
his fons there. :

In the month of December the province was again ftruck with
confternation by the return of the fame army of Morattoes which
had lately afflicted it with fo many calamitics. This fecond irrup-
tion was in confequence of the fecret engagement which they "had
made with Subder-ally. > S

Befides the {ym of money which he had agreed to pay them, they
had farther infifted on receiving fome territories in fovereignty, and in
this demaud Meer-affud found them fo inflexible, that, confidering the
territories of Tritchinopoly ferved only to render the power of Chun-
da-faheb formidable to his mafter, he confented to yield thofe countries
to the Morattoes, on condition that they thould attack them at their
own expence: this they agreed to do, and at the fame time engaged
to difpofe of Chunda-faheb, if he fell into their hands, in fuch a man-
ner as fhould be moft conducive to the interefts of the Nabob of Arcot.

Tritchinopoly was ftrongly fortified in the Indian minper of
defence ; and Chunda-faheb, on the firft news of the approach of the
Morattocs againft*Doaft-ally, fored it with a great quantity of grain,
which is confidered as the hzit fecurity of a fortified place amongft a
people who are very little fkilled in the ufe of cannon or other engines
of battery. Mecr-affud therefore forefecing that he would be al:?lc to
protrat his defence as long as his prpvifions lafted, advifed the Mo-
rattoes to quit the Carnatic, and to encamp at fuch a diftance as
might prevent any fufpicion of their intentions to return. L'his art-
ful Cfmdu& produced the effet intended by it; for Chunda-falcb
imagining that the Morattoes were meditating expeditions into other

Gz * provinees,
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1740. provinces, fold his ftores of grain; of which they no fooner rectived
&~ intelligeitce than they fet out from their camp at Sevegunga, and by

1741,

eVery c}.pcdmuus marches appeared in fight of Tritchinopoly before

he could remedy the diftrefs to which he had fo unwarily reduced it.
They invefted the city clofely, and were attentive to prevent the
introduction of any fupplies or reinforcements; neverthelefs the bro-
thers of Chunda-faheb attempted to relieve it.  Buda-faheb advanced
fiom Madura with a large convoy of provifions, efcorted by 3000 horfe
and 7oco foot: the Morattoes detached 20000 men to intercept this
1meorcemcnt which defended itfelf with bravery until Buda-fuheb
fell, when the death of the lcader was followed by a general rout, as it
always happens in the battles of Indoftan : they cut off Buda-fahely’s
head, and fent it to Chunda-fahel as a confirmation of his brothier’s de-
feat. Anotlier detachment attacked Saduck-falich, approaching fium
Dindigul with msoo Lorfe and 300 foot, wha were likewife defeated
after a tharp fight, which ended with the death of Seduck-fahel.
Chunda-faheb, notwithftanding thefe misfortunes, continued to
defend the city with great refolution, and protracted the ficge until
the greateft part of his provifions was confumed, and a confideralile
riumber of his men, with fome of his beft officers, killed 3 the dread
of famine had alfo caufed many to defert: thofe remaining, worn
out with fatigues, called upon him with one voice to furrender. 1ic
delivered up the city and himfelf on the 26th of March, 17471, after

' having fuftained a fiege of three months.  The Morattoes placed

him, with his fon, and feveral principal officers, under the fisicteft
confinement, mtendmﬂ' to be well paid for the ranfom of their per-
fons. After fome time fpent in draining Tritchinopoly of all they
cogld find valuable in it, they appointed Moran—mw, one. of their ge-
nerals, viceroy of the kmgdom, and leaving 14000 of their beft troops
under his command, returned to their own country, where they con-
fined their prifoners in a ftrong fort in the ncighbourhood of Satta-
rah their metropolis.

The Morattoes, by the poffeffion of Tritckinopoly, were now be-
eome of enemies, alhcs to Subder-ally ; and the imprifonment of
‘Chunda-faheb at fuch 2’ diftance from the Carnatic, removed the

only
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only leader deemed capable of exciting inteftine commotions. But 1741,
the refentment of Nizam-al-muluck ftill remained to be appeafed, =
which could only be done by remittingto him thofe large arrears of
revenues which the Naliob Doaft-ally, availing himfelf of the con=
vulfions of the empire, had withheld. Subder-ally therefore” was
convinced that a ftorm would break upon him from this quarter as
foon as Nizam-al-muluck himfclf fhould have none to fear from
Delhi: but as this time was not yet come, he détermined not to ex-
hautt his treafurcs from the apprehenfion of dangers, which, although
probable, were {till uncertain; he amufed Nizam-al-maoluck with
humble excufes, founded on the poverty to which he pretended to
be reduced by the incurfion of the Morattoes, and even demecancd
himfelf fo far as to give out he intended to go to Arabia, and there
fpend the remainder of his days in acis of devotion at the tomb of
his prophet. i

The poverty to which he pretended to be reduced was as little real
as the fpirit of devotion which he affected, for the greateft part of
his father’s treafures had been preferved under ti:e care of bis mother,
when fhe took refuge in I’nndicl'lcrr_\'. However, the late calamities
left fuch an impreflion of terror upon his mind, that he did not ven-
ture to keep his court in the open and defencelcts city of Arcot, but 1742,
took up his refidence in Velore, which was well fortified, and its ci-
tadel built two hundred years ago by the Morattoes, the flrongeft in
the Carnatic: with the fame fpirit of precaution he fent tho women
and children of his family, together with his treafures, to Madrafs ;
giving this preferance to the IEnglith nation by the advice of Meers
affud, who already fufpefted the connexions which fubfifted between
Chunda-faheb and Mr. Dupleix, the governor of Pondicherry. From
Velore the Nabob made feveral vifits to his fumily «at Madrafs, and
thefe journies were reported to Nizain-al-mulack as proofs of his in-
tention to proceed from thence by fea'to Mecca.

The commanders of all the towns and forts in the Carnatic bad
been affeffed in fums proportioned to their incomes, which wére le-
wied at ftated periods, in order to difcharge the ranfom of thie pro-
vince due to the Morattoes. The government of Velore was tie

sicheft
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1742, richeft fief fubjeft to the Nabobfhip of Arcot, and by the treafurés
A

-which Mortiz-ally inherited from his father, as alfo by a very parfi-

. monious managetment of the revenues of his government, he was be-
-come the richeft man in the province. Having married the fifter of

Subder-aliv, and lieing likewile nearly related to him by birth, he
thought that thefe titles of kindred, joined to the reception which
he gave to the Nabob and his court, would excufe him from the ne-
ceflity of furnifhing what remained due of his proportivn of the ge-
neral affeflment ; but the Nabpb, who knew the Morattoes were not
to be difappointed with impunity, and who was as unwilling as Mor-

tiz-ally to difburfe his private trcafures until the laft extremity, de-

termined to obliged him to furnith his contingent with the fame
punctuality as the other governors of the province. Many of thefe
were attentive to the conduét of the governor of Velore, and were
ready to w ithhold their proportions ot th:. alleflment as toon as they
thould find a refpeftable leader to fet the example, and to fupport
them in the confequences of refufing to obey the Nabob’s orders;
they therefore confederated with Mortiz-ally, and reprefented to him,
that Nizam-al-muluck, the Souball of the fouthern provinces, would
behold with fatisfaction even the moft defperate meafure which might
be taken by the officers of the Carnatic, againit a prmce who pdltl fo
little deference to his authority.

Mortiz-ally, born cruel and treacherous, had no reftraints in his
compofition to ftop his hand from the perpetration of any crime by
which his avarice, ambition, or revenge could be gratified : he was
indeed by many fufpeéted of being uncommenly geficient in perfonal
com age, but this per fuafion fcems to have taken its rife from the {uf-
pacmus habits of his domeftic life; fince he never moved, even in his
own palace, without being furrounded by guards, nor ever ventured to
tafte any thing that was not brou ght to him in a veflc] to which his
wife had affixed her feal. The Nabob therefore held the pufillanimous
charaéer of his brother-in-law in the grcatcﬁ contempt, and appre-
hended no danger from a man who lived in perpetual apprehenfions
»f poifon from his own family and ddmeftics. Mortiz-ally ftill con-

itinued to evade the payment of his arrears of the affeffment ; and the
Nabob,
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Nabob, wearied by trifling excufes, one day in public imprudently
threatened to difpoffefs him of his government, if he evaded any
longer to comply with his orders. This outrage immediately flung
him into the clofeft conneétion with the diffatisfied governors, who
now flattered his ambition, by affuring him that they would acknow-
Jedge him Nabob of Arcot as foon as Subder-ally thould be removed. :

The Nabol’s army was encampad within the fuburbs and under
the walls of Velore: a body of guards and a numerous retinue con-
ftantly atiended him within the fort, {0 that he feemed in no danger
fram open violence, or fecret treachery.  But nothing of’ the con-
{piracy tranipired ; and he was unfortunately confinined in his fecu-
rity by the extreme humility with which Mortiz-ally carvied himteld
after the outrage he had reccived.

At tlic time of that feftival to which the Mahomedans of Indof«
tan have the greateft devotion, all the Nabob's fervants afked per-
miffion to be alsfent for two or three days to cclebrate it in their own
familics.  Contrary to the ufual cuftom of the courts of Indoftan,
the Nabob fuffered all his retinue and guards, excepting four perfons,
to quit him; and {o little was he fufpicious of the danger to which
he expofed himfelf by this unguarded indulgence, that he éven defired
fome of the officers and menial fervants of Mortiz-ally might attend
him durmg the ablcnce of his own.  Mortiz-ally determined not to
lofe this opportunity, which was fuch as might never offer again, to
firike the blow he had meditated. On the 2d of Oétober, the day
after the Nabob's retinue had left him, the vituals prepared for his
table were poifoned.  The Nabob had fcarcely finifhed his meal be-
fore he began to be greatly difordered, and although the ftrength of
his conftitution, with timely affiftance, enabled him to throw off the
mortal effeéts of the poifon, vet it left him much enfeebled. Even:

this attack did not thoroughly awaken his fufpicions, which thofe,

of Mortiz-ally’s family, who waitedron him, contritutzd to ftiflc, by
reprefenting his indifpofition to be the accefs of a bilious diforder,
very common in Indra, Mortiz-ally knew he Lad no time, to lofe,
and propofed to fome of his officers, in whom he had the, moft con-
fidence, to go and put an end to the Nabcb's life. It is faid that all

refufed
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1742. refufed to ferve him in this cruel commiffion, excepting one, whofe

™ wife Subder-ally had formerly debau¢hed : this man, a Pitan, having
,engaged fome Abyflinian flaves, led them at m:dmght to the Nabob's
apartment, wherc the few fervants who attended the Nabob were
afleep round his bed,  They were immediately feized, and prevented
from making refiftance.  T'he Nabob himielf, inftead of taking up
his arms, attemnpted to make his efcape through a window. The
leader of the affaffins {eized him before he could pafs through it, and
upbraiding him with the injury of his adultery, and cwltmg in the
revenge he was taking, killed him with feveral ftabs of a poniard.

Meer-aflud the Duan was in the fort, and the inviolalle attach-
ment which this minifter was known to bear to his mafter, fuggefted
to Mortiz-ally the intention of deftroying {o dangerous a witnefs of
the murder which he had commirted. Lhe mdus were given to put
him to death, when fome of Mortiz-ally’s officers reprefented to him
‘he neceffity of preferving the life of a man, from whom alone he
-ould obtain that knowledge of the affairs of the Carnatic, which
would be neceffary for his own conduét, as foon as he fhould be de-
clared Nabob. Thefe reprefentations were dictated by reverence to
the charaéter of Meer-affud, whofe virtues preferved him in this in-
ftant of imminent danger from the- deftruétion to which he had been
doomed.

-The gates of the fort of Vclore were ftriétly guarded during
this night of terror, and thofe only who produced a particular
permifliol wefe {uffered to pafs out the enfuing day. So that the
news of Subder-ally Khan's death was C‘ll'rlcd the next morning
to the army encamped near Velore, by emiffaries cmplo} ed by Mor-
tiz-glly himf{elf; who reprefented it as an accident in which their
mafter had no part, and imputed it to the fidden refentment of fome
of the principal officery, of whom  the Nabob had treated {everal
with ignominious language, and, had affronted one by a blow. But
fuch was the general opinion of ‘Mortiz-ally’s character, that the

_foldiery 1mmedtately flew to their arms, and cried out in tumult,
that their Nabob had been affaffi nated by the governor of Velore.

The ;arindipal officers of the army 'Were abfcnt celebrating the
feaft
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teait'; anﬂ the {oldiery left to theie own conductyinthe firft impulfe 1742
of deteftation, threatened to ftorm the fort immediately, and to maffa- kil

cre all whowere in it5 bug, on ﬁplle&ion of its ftrength, this refo-
lution fubfided, and they agreed to wait the return of their dfficers,
before they thould proceed to extremities. The emiffaries of Mortiz~
ally tookadvantage of this fufpenfion of their rage, and called to their
recolleftion the great arrears of pay, which were due to them Jrom
Subder-ally, who, although well able, had conftantly evaded to fatisfy

their demands: whereas if the army, they faid, would admit Mortiz- |

ally’s pretenfions to the Nabobthip of Arcot, aud declare in his fa-
vour, he would doubtlefs agree to pay all that was due to them.
The armies of the Mahomedan princes of Indoftan are compofed
of a number of diftihét bodies of troops inlifted by different leaders ;
who, with their bands, enter into, and quit the fefvice .of different
princes, according to the advantages which they expeét to receive.
Hence the degree’of reliance which a prince can have on his army
is proportioned to the treafures of which he is poffefled, joined to
his inclination to difburfe them; and it is common in the wars of
Indoftan to fee large bodies of troops going over to the enemy on
the very field of battle. The army at Velore forgot its reféntments
againft Mortiz-ally in proportion as the terms propofed by his emif~
faries appeared to be real. The officers, as they arrived in the camp,
were immediately brought over to his intere{t by prefents; accounts
were adjufted, times of payment were ftipulated, and all; officers .as
well as foldiers, agreed to acknowledge Mortiz-ally Nabob of the
Carnatic, within twp days after he had murdered Subder-ally. '
Mortiz-ally now pitched his tents without the gates of Velorg,
and caufed himfelf to be praclaimed Nabob. In November he made
his entry with’pomp into the city of Arcot, and was again pro<
claimed there. . . - 5
As foon. as the firft agitatiens which' this fudden and un
revolution had occafioned began to fubfide, feveral of the prié;f;ipgl
officers in the Carnatic communicated to one another their fenti-

ments on his acceffion, and concurred in a deteftation of it %cﬁ:
H agplicd
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aﬁpﬁc& to Morariirow, the Morattt#eovernor of Tritchinopoly, who
did not hefitate to declare openly againdt him. The Englith &t
'Madrafs were requefted to prote®the fon and family of Subder-ally,.
together with their wealth, notwithftanding any menaces which
the_} might receive from Mortiz-ally ; who dld not fail to demand
this prey, and had the vexation to find it placed otit of his' reach.
Several of the principal officers of the army, won by the friends of
Subder-ally’s family, engaged to efféct a general revolt. On a fud-
den the army deminded immediate payment of the whole of theif
atrears, which 2t Velore they had agreed to receive at diffant pe-
riods, and {urrounthng the palace in tumult, accompanied their dc-
‘mands with threats, :
Mortiz-ally had not courage t6 ftand this Torm; but immedi- -
ately determined to place hlmfclf out of the reach of danger. Wo-
men of rank in Indoftan never appear in public; and travel in
covered carriages, which are very rarely ftopped or examined even
i times of fafpicion. He thercfore difguifed himfelf in a woman’s
defs, quitted Arcot in the night, in a covered Pallankin, accom-
pinied by feveral female attendants, and in this equipage gained his
fort of Velore 'without interruption.
‘As foon as his flight was difcovered, the army proclaimed 8eid

‘Mahomed Khaun, the fon of Subder-ally, an infant who refided in

WMadrafs with his mother. The government of the province was
entrufted to a Duan chofen by the friends of the family, and the
?buug Nabob and his mother ‘were removed from Madrafs ‘to: Van-
diwath, the fort of Tuckia-faheb, who had married ome-of che fifters
of Subder-alty.
Thiefe revolutions in fhe Carnatic happened-at a ‘timie whtn Ni-
‘zimeel-muluck, having no longer any bing to apprehend from the
litics of the court of Delkji, where hé had obtained for his for
aagn-p 'din Khan the poift of captmn‘gtncral of the Mogul’s armies,

was, pl’ﬂﬁ&l‘l‘ﬂg o \nﬁt ‘the w&‘ ‘He left GoliKondah in the

o ‘2004090 foot.  Their htimbers, and the reputation of *—M

Igﬂfﬂm”year 1743,1?1&*&1'11%:1 at .Art:ot in ‘the month of
. :-’ﬁilidwih-g Hit “ariny s - faid ‘to have- confifted ‘of 80,000
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geader;deterred ail, the princessaf the countries through which they
paffed from making any refiftance ;. and they entered the province of
Arcet with as little oppofition. . When arrived at the city, Nizam-'
al-muluck was {truck with amazement at the anarchy which pre-
wailed in every part of the govemmat. KEvery rrovcruur of a fort,
and every commander of a diftri&, had affumed thc title of Nabob,

and had given to the officers of his retinuc the fame names as it

tmgmﬁlcd the perfons who held the woft confiderable cmploymcnts
in the court of the Soubah. One day, after having received thé
homage of feveral of thefe little lords, Nria.m-al—mulucl-. faid, that
he had that day feen no lefs than cighteen Nabobs in the Carnatic ;
whereas he had always imagined th'lj‘. there was but one in all the
fouthern provinces. He then turned to his guards, and ordered
them to fcourge the firft perfoa who, for the {utum, {hould m his
prefence affume the title of Nabob.

The young Yon of Subder-ally, accompanied by feveral of his
peincipal officers, paid his vifit of homage to the Soubah, who re-
fufed him the permiffion of returning to Vandiwath, and ordered
fome of his own officers to take charge of his perfon, directing them
to treat him with lenity and refpet. He then appointed Coja Ab-
dulla Khan, the general of his army, Nabob of Arcot, and of all its
dependencies, and fent a fumtons to Morari-row the govt:mor of
Tritchinopoly, to furrender the city. Findiug that the Morattae
perlifted in.refufing to .obey bis orders, he marched with shis whoje
army, and fat down before it: prefents and promifes f{upplied -the
-place of hoftilities in reducing it. In the month of Augqﬁ Morari-
row evacuated Tritchinopoly, and foon after quittad the Chmg.t;c
with all his Morattoes.

Nizam-al-muluck having thus fettled the affairs of the provinee
without untheathing the fword returned to Gol-Kondah. Coja Ab-
dullah continued to command the ai my until it arriv®d there; lcav-
ing one-of-his dependants to adminifter the .governmend
during his abfence. It was.not before the month of Ma}

“néxt year:that he prepared o ‘retura, and, after: hawing bekn diftin-
giithed with:particular honouss-en the daythat hqu siyeicof the
H 2

KA

1743

1744



55

Tue Wan o0y CoroMANDEL Back 1.

@44, Soubsh, was the next morning found dead in his bed. “His body

bore marks of poifon; but as the hand from “which it came
could never be difcovered, it was imputed to the perfon who received
“the moft advantage from.it, by fucceeding him in' the government
of the Carnatic. This was An'war-odean, who was immediately
nominated to that employment, and arrived at. Arcot in the month
of April. .

The introdyétion of this ﬁrsuger into the Carnatic was the fource
of many of the events*which it is the intention of.this narrative to
¢omrdermorate 3 and there are fo many and fuch injurious mifrepre-~
fentations of his origin, and of that part of his life which preceded

his acceffion to the Nabobihip, that it is neceffary to invalidate them

by an impartial defcription of his hiftory,

Anawar, the father of An'war-odean, diftinguithed himfelf by
his great erudition, and by the application of it to explanations of the
original text of the Koran : he made the pilgrimage’ of Mecca; with-
out which proof 1 of piety it is difficult, among Mahomedans, to ac-
quiré the reputation -of a truly devout man. At his return from
this woyagc he ‘was appointed by Aurcngzebe, to be one of thofe
religious officers who are appointed to offer up daily prayers for the
health and profperity of the fovereign. In confequence of this ap-

sintment, he received a penfion, and was ennobled by being
finked as a commander of 250 horfe, with the right of taking the
title of Khen, which fignifies Lord, or rather Chieftain, This title
would appear incompditible with the charater of a religious man, if
every title of qulllty in Indoftam did not confiftin a military com-
m}fﬁon; by which it s fappofed; although rarely infifted on, that
the perfon who reecives ‘the commiffion . fhall maintain a‘cestain
number of horfe for the Emperor’s ferviee. With thefe honours
and advantages Anawar retired to Gopee-mahoo, and there finithed

J hm day;l- ¥

. His {p An’war«odéan went 1o couft with recommendations from
h’iﬁ falt 3 v, which procured him a title of the fame rank as had been
gito 1o his father : he was afterwards raifed to the command of,
00 haMe, and was appointed govumrof:hcdxﬁn&of()m%'
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nabad, Ml fuccefs, or ‘perhaps. ill condu, preventing him from ;_;4,4..
being-able to pay the ufual revenues of his government fo the throne, ™~
he quitted it privately and went to Amedabad. Here Gazi-o'din
Khan, the Soubah of the fouthern provimces, gave him a poft of
confiderable truft and profit in the city of Surat, whilft his fricads
at Delhi took care to prevent further enquiries concerning him, by
reporting him dead. After the death of Gazi-0’din Khan, father of
Nizam-al-muluck, An’war-odean went to pay his coust to Nizama:
al-muluck, who had fucceeded to the Soubahfhip of the foutherm
provinces, and was by him appointed Nabob of the Yalore and Raja-
mundrum countries, which he govcrncd from the year 1725 to 1741.
When Nizam-al-muluck was preparing to vifit the Carniatic, An'war-
odean attended his court, and was left by him in one of the princi-
pal flations in the city and territory of Gol-Kondzh 3 and a very
few days after the death of Coja Abdulla, Nizam-al-muluck ap-
pointed him to adminifter the government of the Carnanc, in ' which
choice he feems to have been influenced by his opinion of the ne-
ceffity of placing a province, in which he fufpected commotions,
vnder the dire€tion of a brave dnd experienced foldier; fuch was
An’war-odean.

There is no country in which the titles of defcent are lefs in-
ftrumental to the fortunes of men than they are in Indoftan ; : nong
but thofe of the royal blood are confidered as hereditary pobility; to
all ‘others, the exclufion is fo abfolute, that a pew a& from the fove-
reign is_neceffary to ennoble even the fon of the Grand Vizir of.
the empire. The,field of fortune is open to every man who has
courage enough to make ufe of his fword, or to whom nature has .
given fupcrior talents of mind. Hence it happens, that half the
grandees of Indoftan have arrived to the higheft employments in the
empire fram conditions not lefs humble than that of An’war~odedn
Khan; againft whofe acceffion to the Nabobthip of th ‘natic, the
people ha.d taken an averfion, from caufes independent O his per-
ﬂinalcham&er. _ :
. dmring the 3o years. which pr:ccdcd the vifitation of 1\ zam-
wytuck, the Carnatic had been governed by the fame fas ) y,_"in. g
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¥4 fugaeflion of three Nabobs, who, availing themfelves of the gencral

* ¢onfutfion of the empite, had acquired a greater ftability in their of-

fice than is the viual lot of governors in Indoftan. The Nabobs, of
this family, confidering the fovereignty as a Kind of inheritance, had
not condw‘hd rhemﬂ.hcs in their admlmﬁrat:on with that fpirit of
ravaze, which is the ufual confequence of uncertain and tranfitory
poffefiion.  The revenues of the Carnatic depend upon the harvefls
of grain, and thefe on the quantities of water, which are referved to
fupply the dufeft of rain during the dry feafon of the year: for this
putpbfe vaft refesvoirs have been formed, of which not only the con-
firu@ion, but even the repairs in cafes of inundation require an ex-
pence muach beyond the faculties of the farmer or renter of the land.
If therefore the avarice of the prince with<holds his hand from the
prefervation of thefe fources of fertility, and at the fame'time dic-
tates to him an inflexible 1efolution of receiving his ufval incomes;
the farmer opprefled, -opprefles the labourer, and the mifery of the
people becomes complete, by the vexations of colleétors exercifed in
tithés of fcarcity, of which the cruel parfimony of the prince has been
the principal caufe,’

It 1s not therefore to be wondered at that the province which had
felt the good effe@ts of a mild and generous adminiftration, from the
reigns of the family of Sadatulla Khan, thould behold with regret
the introduction of any ftranger whomfoever to govern the Carnatlc
The young-fon of bubder-a]lyl was the only perfon whom the pro-
vince withed to fee their ruler.

In deférehce to this affeCtion, and from the danger of Thocking it
at once too'violently, Nizam-al-muluck ‘gave -out that he intended
to confer the Nabobthip of Arcet on this youth, as foon as he thould
arrive dt the age of manhood. ' At the fame time he gave An’war-
odean K‘han all the powers neceffary for governing the Carnatic dur-
ing this ip®fval, and committed the young prince to his care, with
the authhrity of 2 guardmn. From the palpable impropriety of re-
ofing {q delicate a truft in the very perfon to whom ‘the greateft

pants oh' would accrue from an unfaithful diftharge of it, Nizam-
sl-imublk may be fufbedted of havine differcblett-throughoutithis-
& . tranfa&ion,
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tranfaftion. The general joy with which the youth was received, 1744.
on his arrival in the province, eclipfed all the homage that was paid "~
to the fovereign power of his guardian ; and it is {uppofed that the
pravifional Nabob did not bebold without jealoufy thefe demonftra-
tions of the public attachment to the fon of Subder-ally.

An'war-odcan however did not difcover any fymptoms of dif-
content in his trcatment of the young prince: on the contrary, he
maintained him in a {plendor adequate to his birth, and affigned the
palace in the fort of Arcot for his refidence. Here the young Seid
Mahomed paffed fome time_without any other inquietude, than that
which he received from the importunities of a band of Pitan foldiers,
who had been in the fervice of his father, and who pretended that a
long arrear of pay was due to them.

The Pitans, whofe, country is in the moft northern part of the
Empire, are the brave(t of the Mahomedaa foldiery levied in dndof-
tan. From a confcioulnefs of this fuperiority, together with a re-
liance on the national connection which exifts amongft them how-
foever difperfed into the fervices of different princes, they have
acquired an infolence and audactty of manners, which diftinguithes
them, as much as the hardnefs of their phyfiognomy, from every
other race of men in the Empire: they treat even the lords they
ferve with very little of that relpect which charadterifes all the other
dependents of a fovercign in ludoftan. From the knawn ferocity
of their tergper, it is thought dangerous to inflit pypiftynent on
them, even when thoy deferve it ; as* ftrong fpirit of revenge has
familiarifed them,with affaffination, which they feldom fail to em«
ploy whenever the finalluefs of their numbers difables them from
taking vengeance by more open attacks. The Ritans, who had
ferved Subder-ally Khan, continued to prefent themfelves every ddy
before his fon, demanding their arrears with clamopr and info-

lence. ~. y
In the moath of June a wedding of one of the relatiofs of Sub-
«derally was celebrated in the fort of Arcot. The young| Prince, as

Jheing the head of the family, was lnvited to prefide at the teremony.
¥l cuftamary invitations were likewife given to all the ofher rela-
Jtions,





