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or to make ufe of their prince’s government, as an oe«
calion: to diminifh his authority. Although there are
fome examples of this hiftory, yer they feldom oc-
cur, and whenever they do, it is under fuch circum=
flances as feem 10 go a great way toward their jultifi-
cation,

Buwt fuch is the temper of the Chinefe, that when
their emperor is full of violence and paffion, or very
negligent of his charge, the fame fpirit of perverfencls
poficiics alfo his fubjedds. Every Mandarine thinks
himfzIf the fovercign of his province or city, when he
does nct perceive it taken care of by a fuperior power.

" The chief minitters fell places to thofe who are unfit
to fill them. The vice-roys become fo many little ty=

. rants,  'I'be governars obferve no more the rules of
Juftice.  'The people by thefe means opprefled and
trampled under foor, and by confequence miferable,
are eafily flirred vp to fedition.  Rogues multiply and |
commit infolencics in companies ; and in a country
where the pecple are almolt innumerable, numerous
armies do in an inflant get rogether, who wait nothing
but an opporrenity, under fpecious pretences, to di-
#turb the public peace and quier.

Svuch beginnings as thefc have occafioned faral cone
fequences, and bave oitcntimes put China wnder the
command of new mafters.” So that the beft and {ure
eft way for an emperor to eftablifh himfelt inbis throne,
8 to give an cxall regard and an entire obedience to
thofe laws, wholc goeducls bave been confirmed by the
experience of more than four thoufand years. -

Tras is the ordinary form of government which the
Jaws prefciibe.  The emperor hath two fovercign
souncils 3 the obe is called the estraordinary council,
and is compofed of princes of fhe blood only; the o-
ther, called the council in ordinary, bas befides the
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princes feveral miniflers of flate named Colaos admite
ted into it.  Thele are they who examine all the »fFuirs
of ftate, and make their report to the emperor, from
whom they have their Gnal determination.  Befides
thefe there are at Peking ix fovereign courts, whole
authority extends over all the provinces of China, each
ol thele courrs have their different matters affigned to
them, of which they are to take cognizance.

Bu r beeaule it is the emperor’s interelt to keep fuch
confiderable bodies as thefe {o far undzr, asthat it may
not lie in their power to weaken the emperor’s autho=
rity, or to enterprife any thing againft the flate; care
is taken that though each of thefe fix courts have their
particular charges of which they are conftituted fole
judges, yet no confiderable thing can be brought to
perfedtion and maturity, without the joint help and
mutual concurrence of all thefe courts; 1 explain my-
felf by the inftance of war: the number of the troaps,
the quality of their officers, the march of the trmies,
are provided for by the {ourth court, but the mondy to
pay thzm mutl be had from the {econd.  So that fearce
any one thing of confequence to the ftate can be pro-
moted without the infpedlion of many, and oft times
of all the Mandarines.

THE fecond means ufed Ly the emperor, for this
purpofe, is to place an officer in each of thefe courts,
who has an eye to all their proceedings. He is not, it
it true, of the council, yet he is prefent at all their af=
femblies, and informed of ail their proccedings : we
may call this officer an infpetor.  He cither privates
Iy advertifes the court, or elfe openly accufes the man-
darines of the faults which they commit in their prie
vate capacities, as well as thofe which they commit in
the exccution of their office. He obferves their a8i-
ons, their bebaviowr, and even their words, fo that
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nothing efcapes his notice, I am told that he who-
once undertakes this employ can never quit it for any
other, that fo the hopes of a better preferment may
never tempt him to be partial to any one, nor the fear
of lofing his place frighten him from accufing thofe who
mifbehave themfelves,  Of thefe officers whom they
call Colaos even the princes of the blood fland inawe ;
and 1 remember. that one of the greatcft of the nobility!
~ having built a houfe fomewhat higher than the cultom
of China fuffers, did of himfelf pull it down in a few
days, when he had heard that one of thefe infpectois
talked of acculing him.

As for the provinces, they are under the immediate
infpection of two forts of vice-roys. One fort has the
governaient of one province only.  Thus there is one
vice-roy at Peking, at Canton, or at Nanking, or in any
other town but a litle diltant from the chief city of
the province, Belides this, thefe provinces are under
the government of other vice-roys, who are called
Tflounto, and have under thewr junfdithion two, or
three, nay fometimes four provinces. There is no
prince in Europe whofe dominions are of fo large ex-
tent as is the jurifdiflion of theie general officers;
yet how great foever their autbority may feem to
be, they do in no wife diminith that of the particu=
lar vice-roys 3 and each of thefe two vice-roys have
their particulir rights fo well fettled and adjufled, that
they never clath or contend with each other in their
adminiftrations.

Tusse have all of them in their {everal lordfhips
many courts, of the fame nature with thofe at Peking
alicady defcribed, but are fubordinate to them, fothat
from thefe they appeal to them: there are befide thefe
feveral other inlerior offices for the preparing bufinefs,
or for finithing it according to the extent of their coms
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miflions. There are three forts of towns, eaeh of which
have their particular governor, and a great mumber of
Mandarines who adminifter juftice; among whiah ci-
ties there is this difference, that thofe of the third fort
or rank are fubordinate to thofe of the fecond, as thole
of the fecond are to them of the firft; thefe of the
firk rank are fubjeét to the jurifdiction of the genee
ral officers of the capital cities, according as the na-
ture of things require, and all the judges, be their
quality what it will in the civil government, have theie
dependence on the vice-roy, in whom refides the im-
perial authority.  He from time to time convenes
the principal Mandarines of his province, to take
cognizance of the good or bad qualities cf the govers
nors, licutenants, and even infericr officers : he fends
private dilpatches to court to inform the emperor who
mifbehave themfelves, who are either therefore depris
ved of their cffices, or elfe cited to appear and offer
what they have to'fay in their jutification.

Ox the¥other hand the vice-toy’s power is counters
poifed by that of the great Mandarines who are about
him, and who may accule him when they are fatisfi-
ed that it is neceflary for the public good. But that
which principally keeps him upon his guard is, that
the people, when evil intreated or opprefied by himy 4
may perition the emperor in perfon for his removal,
and that another may be ordered them. The leaft in-
furreftion or difturbance is laid at his door, which if it
continues three days he muft anfwer for it at his peril,
It is his faule, fay the laws, if difturbance fpring up
inhas family, that is, in the province over which he
has the charge. He ought to regulate the conduét of
the Mandarines under him, that fo the people may not
fuffer by their ill management, When people like
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their mafters they do not defire to change them ; ML
when the yoke is ealy it is 2 pleafure to bear it.

BeT becaule private perfons cannot eafily come at
the court, and becaufe the juft complaints of his people
eannot always reach the ears of their prince, (efpeciale
ly in China where the governors eafily corrupt with
bribes the general officers, and they the fupreme
conrts ;) the cinperer cifperfes up and down fecret
fpics, perions of known wildom and repuration ;5 thefe
in every province by their cunning management, in=
form themfelves from the covntrymen, tradefmen or
others, after what manner the Mandarines behave theme-
felves in the execution of their offices.  When frem!
sheir private bur certain informations, or rather when
by the public veice, which feidom impofes on us, they
sre acquainted with any diferder, then they pub.
Yicly own their commiffion frem the emperor; they
take up thofe criminal Mandarines, and manage the
caofe againlt them. This heretofire kept all the
judges to their duty; but fince the Turtars bave been
maflers of China, thefe officers have been laid afide s
in us much as fome of them abuled their commif-
fion, ennched themfclves by taking money of the
guilty to conceal their faults, and of the innoccent,
whom they threatened to accufe as ¢riminal.  Never-
thelele, that fo ufeful a mesns of keeping the magi-
firates to their duty may not be wholly loft, the em-
peror himfclf, who bas a tender love for his fubjeéts,
bath thought it his dwy 10 vifit in perfon each pro-
vince; and to hear himfelf the complaints of his peo-
ple;s which he performs with fuch a diligence as makes
bim the terror of bis Mandarines, and the delight of
his people.  Amongft the great variety of accidents
which have happencd to him duriog thole bis progrefs
{es, they report, that being once feparated from his at-
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tendants, he faw an old man weeping bitterly, of whom
he enquired what was the occafion of his tears.  Sir,
faid the old man, who did not know to whom he fpoke,
1 have but one fon, who was the comfort of my life,
and on whom lay the whole care of my family, a Man-
darine of Tartary has deprived me of him 3 which hath
made me helple(s at prefent, and will make me (o a8
long as I live ; for how can I, who am fo poor and
friendlefs, oblige fo great a man as he to make me re+
ftitution ? That is not fo difficult as you imagine, faid
the emperor; get up behind me and dire@ me o his
houle who has done you this wrong. ‘The good man
complied without any ceremony, and in two hours’
time they both got to the Mandarine’s houfe, who little
expeted fo extraordinary a vifit, In the interim the
guards, and a great company of lords, after a great.
deal of fearch made came thither, fome of which at=
tended without, others entered with the emperor, not
knowing what the bufinefs was which brought him
there. Where the emperor having convicted the Man=
darine of the violence of which he was accufed, con«
demned him on the fpot to death ; afterward turaing
round to the affliCted father who bad loft his fon : Te
make you a good recompence for your lofs, fays be,
after a grave and ferious manner, 1 give you ihe ofs
fice of the criminal who is juft now dead ; but take
care to execute it with equity, and let his punilhe
ment, as well as his crime, prove for your advantage,
for fear left you in your turn are made an example to
others.

Tuey have flill a farther meana to oblige the vices
roys and other governors to a firiét care of their charge,
which expedient I do not believe any government or
kingdom, though never fo fevere, did ever make ule
of.. It u‘ this, " every governor is obliged from time 10
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time with all humility and fincerity to own and ac«
knowledge the fecret or public faults committed by
bimfelf in bis adminiftration, and to fend the account
in writing up to court. This is a more troublefnme|
bulinefs to comply with than one readily imagines, for
on one fide it is an uneafy thing to accule ourfelves of
thofe things which we know will be punifhed by the
emperor, though mildly. On the other fide it is more
dangerous to diffemble them ; for if by chance they are
accufed of them <n the infpc&tor’s advertifement, the
leaft fault, which the Mandarine fhall have concealed |
will be big enough to turn him out of his minifiry.
So that the beft way is to make a fincere confellion of
one’s faults, and to purchafe a pardon for them by mo-
ney, which in China has the virtue of blotting out all
crimes, which remedy notwithftanding is no fmall pu-
nithment for a Chinefe ; the fear of fuch a punifiment |
makes bim oft-times exceeding circumfpect and care-
ful, and fometimes even virtuous againft his own in- |
clinations, i
AvTER thefe provifions whichthe laws make, asI have |
faid, they give the following diretions how to proceed |
in the bufinefs of punithing criminals. There is wo
need of having a warrant 1o carry them before the ma-
giftrate, nor that the magitrate (hould it in a court
of jullice to hear the accufation and plea of the crimi=
nal. Such formalities as thefe are notinfifted on there.
‘Wherever the magillrate fees a fault, there he has pow-
er to punifh it on the fpot, be it in the flreet, in the
highway or in a private houfe, it is all one; he may
take up @ gamefter, a rook, or a debauchee, and with-
out any more formalities he orders one of his attend-
ants to give him twenty or thirty ftripes : after which,
as though nothing extraordinary had bappened, he goes
on his journey without any conccrnment. I;mruh-'
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ftanding this punifbment the perfon damaged may ac-
cufe the fame criminal again in a fuperior court, where
he is tricdy the refult of which is ufually a furthes
punifhment.

FARTHER, the plaintiff may in common cafes bring
his aftion in any higher magiftrate’s court, even be-
fore it has been pleaded in an inferior court. I mean,
an inhabitant of atown of the third rank may forthwith
apply himfelf to the governor of the capital city of the
province, or even to the vice-roy, without having it
examined before the governor of his own town ; and
when it once comes before a fuperior judge, the infes
rior ones may not take cognizance of it, unlefs it be
deputed to them by thofe fuperior judges, as it of=
ten is. When the caufe is of great confequence, there
lies an appeal from the vice-roy to one of the fupreme
courts at Peking, according to the nature of the affair,
where the caufe is examined in one of the under offi«
ces, who make their report to the prefident of the fu-
preme office, who gives fentence after he has advifed
with his affitants, and communicated his opinian to
the Caloas who carry it to the emperor. Sometimes
the ‘emperor defires better information, fometimes
gives feutence on the fpot, and in his name the fus
preme court makes a brief of the fentence, and fends
it to the vice-roys for them to put it in execution.
A fentence pronounced in this manner is irrevoc-
able, theycall it the holy commandment; that is to
fay, the commandment whick is without defelt or pare
tiality. %

You will think it dpubtlefs an inconceivable thing.
thata prince fhould have time to examine himfelf the
affairs of fo valt an empire as js that of China. But
befides that wars and forcign negotiations never fpend
bis time, which in Europe is almoft the fole bufinefs
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of the councils, befides this, I fay, their affairs are fo
well digefted and ordered, that he can with half an
eyefee to which party he ought 1o incline in his fen-
tence, and this becaufe their laws are fo plain that they
- leave no room for intricacy or difpute.  So that two
hours a day is time enough for that prince to govern
bimfelf an empire of that cxtent, that were there other
laws might find employment for thirty kings. . So troe
ig it that the laws of China, are wife, plain, well un-
derftood, and exactly adequate to the particular genius
and temper of that nation.

To give a general notion of this, I fhall think it
fufficient to remark to you three things, which are
exceeding conducive to the public peace, and are
as it were the very foul of the government. The
firlt is the moral principles which are inftilled into the
people.  The fecond is the political rules which are
fet up in every thing. The third is the maxims of
good policy which are, or ought 1o be every where ol:-
ferved.

Tue firlk moral principle refpefls private &mhu,
apd injoins children fuch a love, obedience, and re-
fpe&t for their parents, that neither the feverity of their
treatment, the impertinency of their old uge, or the
meannefs of their rank, when the children have met
with preferment, tan ever efface.  One cannot ima-
gine to what a degree of perfection this ficit principle
of nature is improved. There is no [ubmiffion, no
point of ubedience which the parents cannot command,
or which the children can refufe. Thefe children are
obliged to comfort them when alive, and continually
to bewail them when dead. They proftrate themielves
athoufand times beforg their dead bodies, offer them
provifions, as though they were yet alive, to fignify
that all their goods belong to them, mlthatgumdu
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enjoy them. They bury them with a pomp and ex-
pence which to us would feem extravagant, they pay
conflantly at their tombs a tribute of tears, which ce=
remonies they often perform even to their piGures,
which they keep in their houfes with all imaginable
care, which they honour with offerings, and with as
due reipect as they would their parents were they yer
alive. Their kings themfelves are not excufed this
picce of duty, and the prefent emperor has been ob-
fervant of it, not only to his predecefiors of his own
family, but even to thofe who were not.  For one day
when in hunting he perceived aiar off the magnifi-
cent monument which his father had erefed for
Teoumtchin, the laft Chinele emperor, who loft his life
and crown in a rebeliion, he ran to the place, and fell
on his knees before the tomb, and even wept, and in
a great concern for his misfortune : * O prince ! (fays
“ he) O emperor, worthy of a betrer fate ! you know
¢ that your deltruction is no ways owing to us; your
¢ death lies not at our door, your fubjects broughe it
* upon you. It was them that betrayed you. It is
“ ypon them, and not on my ancefters, that heaven
“ muft fend down vengeance for this a&." After=
ward he ordered flambeaus to be lighted, and incenfe
to be offered. During all which time he fixed his
countenance on the ground, and arofe not till all thefe
ceremonies were over.

Tue ordmary term of mourning is three years, du-
ring which time the mourner can exercife no public
office. ‘8o that a Mandarine is obliged to forfake his
employ, and a minifter of ftate his office, to fpend all
that time in grief. 1f a father be honoured after his
death as m god, to be fure he is obeyed in bis family
like a prince, over whom he exercifes a defpocic pow=
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er ; ‘ag abfalute mafter not only of his eRtate which he
diftributes to whom he pleafes, but alfo of his con-
cubines and children, of whom he difpofes with that
liberty and power that he may fell them to ﬂnng«ll
when their behaviour difpleafes him. If a father ac-
cules his fon of any crime before a Mandarine, there
needs no proof of it; it is fuppofed to be true that the
fon is in the fault if the father be difpleafed. =~ This
paternal power is of that extent, that there is no father
but may take his fon’s lile away, if he will ftick to his
accufation, When we {cemed amazed at this proce-
dure, we were anfwered : Who underflands the merit
of the fon better than the father, who has brought him
up, cducated him, and fuch a long time oblerved al
his attions ! And again, can any perfon have a great
er love, or a more fincere affe€tion for him ? If there
fore he who knows his cafe exaélly, and loves him ten
derly, condemns him, how can we pronounce hi
guiltlels and innocent ! And when we objected th
fome perfons have an inbred diflike of others, and th
fathers who were men, as well as fathers, were capabl
of {uch antipathies againft fome of their children j th
anlwered, that men were not more unnatural than fa-
vage bealls, the cruclielt of which never deflroyed :beil
young ones for a frolic; but {uppoling there be fuch
monllers among men, their children by their modefty
and fweetnefs of temper mult tame and foften them.
But after all, fay they, the love of their children is fo
decply imprinted in the hearts of parcnts, that antipa-
thy, or dilike, unlefs provoked and inflamed by the
undutiful ftubbornneis and diforderly behaviour of their
children, can never erafe.

I it (hould happen that a fon (hould be fo infolent as
to mock bis parents, or arrive to that height of fory
and madaefs as to lay viclent hands on them ; it is the
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whole m' concern, and the province,where this
horrible violence is committed is alarmed. The em-
peror himfelf judges the criminal. All the:Mainda«
rines near the place are turned out, cfpecull; thofe of
that town, who have been o negligent in their inftruéti=
ons. The neighbours are all reprimanded for negle@-
ing, by former punithments, to {top the iniquity of
this criminal before it came to this height, for they
fuppole that fuch a diabolical temper as this muft needs
have fhewed itfelf on other occafions, fince it is hardly
poffible to attain to fuch a purch of iniquity at once,
As for the criminal there is no punifhment which they
think too fevere. They cut him in a thoufand pieces,
burn him, deftroy his houfe to the ground, and even
thofe houfes which ftand near it, and fet up monu-
ments and memorials of this {o horrible an infolence.

EveN the emperors themielves cannot reject the au-
thority of their parents without running the rifk of
fuffering for it; 'and hiltory tells us a ftory which will
always make the affection’ which the Chinefe have to
this duty appear amiable. One of the emperors had a
mother who managed a private intrigue with one of
the lords of the court; the notice which was publicly
taken of it, obliged the emperor to thew his refent.
ment of it, both for his own honour and that of the
empire : fo that he baniftied her into a far diftant pro-
vince ; and becaufe he knew that his ations would not
be very acceprable to his princes and Mandarines, he
forbad them all, under pain of death, giving him ad-
vice therein. They were all filent for fome time,
hoping that of himfelf he would condemn his own
conduct in that affairy but feeing that he did nor, thq
refolved to appear in it, rather than {uffer fo pernici-
ous a precedent.

Tue ficlt who had the courage to put up a requelt
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to the - emperor in this miitter was put wlﬂi“
fpot. - His death put not a flop to the Mandarines’
proceedings ; for a day or two after another made his
appearance, and to fhew all the world that he was
willing to facrifice his life for the public, he ordered
his hearfe to {land at the palace gate. The emperor
minded not this generous ation, but was the racher
more provoked at it.  He not only fentenced him to
death, but to terrify all others from following his ex-
ample, he ordered him to be put to the torture. One
would not think it prudence to hold out longer. The
Chinefe were of another mind, for they refolved !
‘one after another rather than bafely to pafs over in fi~
lence fo bafe an alion., .

Tusre was therefore a third who devoted hlm!':lH

Hey like the fecond, ordered his coffin to be fet at th

. palace gate, and protefted to the emperor that he
notable any longer to fee him Rill guilty of his crime.,
“ What (hall we lofe by our death (fays he) nothing
% but the fight of a priné, upon whom we caufiot
¢ Jook without amazement and borror. Since you will
% not hear us, we will go and feck out yours and the
“ empicls your mother’s anceftors. They will hear our
“ complaints, and perhaps in the dark and filence of
¢ the night you will hear ours and their ghofts reproach

o ' you with your injuitice.”

Tusemperor being more enraged than ever at this
infolence, as be called it, of his fubjeéts, infliGted on
this laft the fevereft torments he could devife. Many
others, cncouraged by thefe examples, expofed them=
felves to torment, and did in efie@ die the martyrs of
filial duty, which they ftood up for with the laft drop
of their blood. At Jaft this heroic conflancy wearied
out the emperor's cruelty; and whether be was afraid
of more dangerous confequences, or was himfelf con-
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vinced of his own faulr, ‘pfﬂltd, as he was the
father of his people, that he had fo unworthily put e
death his children ; and as a fon of the emprefs hic was
troubled that be had fo long mifufed his mother. He
recalled bher therefore, reftored her to her former dige
nity, and after that the more he honoured her, the
more was he himfelf honoured by Lis fubjeéts.

THE fccond moral principle which obtains among
them, is to honour their Mandarines as they would the
emperor himfelf, whofe perfon the Mandarines repre-
fent. To maintain this credit the Mandarines never

pear in public without a retinue, and face of grans
?;ur that commands relpe®. 'They are always carris
ed in a magmficent chair open, before them go all the
officers of their courts, and round them are carried all
the marks and badges of their dignity. The people,
wherever they come, open to the right and left to lec
them pafs through. When they adminifter jullice in
their palaces, no body f] to them bur gp their
kriges, be they of what qlw they will, and fince they
can at any time command any perfons to be whipped,
no one comes near them without trembling.

Hexksrororg when any Mandarine took a journey,
all the inhabitants of the towns through which he pafl-
ed ran in a crowd to meet him, and profier their fer=
vices, conducting him with all folemnity through their
territory: now when he leaves his office which he has
adminiflered to the fatisfaclion of all men, they give
him fuch marks of honour, as would engage the moft
fupid to love virtue and jultice. When he is ralding
his leave in order to lay down his office, almott all the
inhabitants go in the highways, and place themfelves
fome bere, fome there for almoft fourteen or Wftcen
miles together. So that every where in the road one
fees tables handfomely pmuwd‘ with QOrin table-
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cloths, covesed with f tea and other li=

. EvEnry one almoft conftrains him to ftay, to Gt doumi
pnd eat or drink fomething, When he leaves one a- |
nather fRops him, and thus he {pends the whole day a-
mong the applaufes and acclamations of his people.
And, which is an odd thing, every one defires to have
fomething which comes from off bim. Some 1ake his
boots, others his cap, fome his great €oat; bur they
who take any thing, give him another of the fame
fort, and before he is quit of this multitude, it fome-
times happens that he has had thirty different puirs 0
boots ofi. *

Trex he hears himfelf called publick benefactor, the
preferver and father of his people.  They bewail the
lofs of him with weteyes j and a Mandarine mull be very
infenfible indeed, if he does not'in his turn fhed a tear
or two, when he fees fuch tender marks of affection.
For the inhabitants are not obliged to th=w him this
refpedt, and when they d*t like the admuni Mragian
of a governour, they fhew.them(elves as indiderent at
his departure, as they do affectionate and forry ar the
lofs of a good one.

Tue extraordinary refpet which children pay to
their parents, and people to their governours, is the

© greatelt means of preferving quietnefs in their fami-
lies, and peace in their towns; I am perfuaded that
all the good order, in which we fee fo mightya pcoplc,
flows from thele two fprings.

Waus third priociple of mogality eftablithed among
them is this, that it is very neceffary that all_people
fhould obferve towards each other the RricteRt rules of

and civility, that they fhould bebave them-
felves fo obligingly and complaifantly, that all their ac-
tions may have a ‘mm of {weetnels and couricfy

T - *
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tn them. “This, fay thefis thae whieh makes the
ditin&tion between man and bealt, or between the
Chinefe and other men : they pretend alfo that the
dilturbance of feveral kingdoms is owing to the rough
and unpolifhed temper of their fubjeclts, For thofe
tempers which fly out into rudenefs and paifion, pers
petually embroiled in quarrels, which ufe neither ref~
peét nor complaifance toward any, are fitted 1o be in-
cendiaries and difturbers of the publick pesce.  On the
contrary, people who honour and refpeét each other,
who can fuffer an injury, and diffembic or {tifle ity who
rehgioufly obferve that difference which either age, qua-
lity, or merit have made; a people of this flamp are
naturally lovers of order, and when they do amifs it is
not without violence to their own inclinftions.

Tue Chinefe are (o far from neglefling the praétice
of this maxim, that in feveral inftunces they carry it
on too far. No fort of men are exculed from it 5 tradefs
men, fervants, nay even ?mrymcn bave their ways
oFexprefling kindnefs and"civility to one another; I
have often been amazed to fee footmen take their leave
of each other on their knees, and farmers in their en=
tertainments ufe more compliments and ceremonica
than we do at our publick trears. Even the feamen,
who from their manner of living, and from the air
they breathe, draw in naturally roughoefs, do yet bear!
to each other a love like thar of brothers, and pay that
deference 1o one another, that ene would think them
umited by the flraiteft bands of friendfhip.

Tas ftate, which has always, in policy, accounted
this as moft conducive to the quict of the empire, has
appointed formo of falutation, of vifiting, of making
entcrtainments, and of writing letters.  The ufual way .
of falutation is % lay your hands crofs your breaft, and
bow your head a lile. Where you would ftill fhow 2
E 2




we Th CHINESE TRAVELLZE.

greater refpe®, you muft “’yaur ‘hands together, and
carry them almoft to the groand, bomg your whole
body ; if you pafs by a perfon of eminent quality, or
receive fuch a one into your houfe, you muit bend one
koee, and remain in that pofture till he whom you thus
falute takes you vp, which he always does immediate-
ly. But when a Mandarine appears in publick, it would
be a criminal faucinefs to falute him in any fort of
fathion, unlefs you have occafion to fpeak to him : you
muft flep afide a little, and holding your eyes on the
ground, and your arms crofs your fides, flay till he be
gone paft you.

AvrTHOUGH very familiar acquaintance make vifits
without any ceremony, yet for thofe friends who are
not fo, cuftom has prefcribed a fer form of vifiting.
The vifitor fends his fervant before with a piece of red
paper, on which is wrote his own name, and a great
many marks of refpeét to the perfon he vifits, accor-
ding as his dignity or qualiu is. When this mrﬂ'ax
is received, the vifitor comes in, and meets with a
ception anfwerable to his merit. The perfon vifited
fometimes flays for the vifitor in the hall, without go-
ing out to meet him, or if he be of a much fuperior
quality, without ribng from his feat: fometimes he
meets the vifitor at his door; fometimes he goes out

“into the court-yard, and fometimes even into the fireet
to bring bim in. When they come into view, they

. both run and make a low bow. They fay but little,
their compliments are in form, one knows what he muft
fay, 4nd the other how he mult aanfwer; they never
beat their brains, like us, to find out new compliments,
and find phrafes. At every gute they make a halt, where
the ecremonies begin afrefl, and the bows are renewed
to make each go firlt ; they ufe but two ways of fpeak-
ing on this oceafion, which are, Thn; that is * pray

bl o M
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« be pleafed to enter,” and Poukan, it muft not be.”
Each of them his word four or five times, and

then the flranger fuffers himfelf to be perfuaded, and
goes on to the next door, where the {ame thing begims
anew.

WHeN they come to the room where d:ey are to
ftay, they ftand near the door in a row, and every one
bows almolt to the ground ; then follow the .ceremo-
nies of kneeling, and going on this or that ide to give
the right band, then the chairs are faluted (for they
have their compliments paid them as well as the men
they rub them to take all duft away, and bow in a ref=
pelive manner to them) then foliow the contentions
about the firft place ; yet all this makes no confufion.
Ufe bhas made it natural to the Chinefey they know be-
fore what themfelves, and what others are to do, every
| one'flays till the others have done in their order what
is expeéled, fo that there happens no confufion or dif-
turbance.

I mult be owned that this is a great picce of fa-
tigue, and after fo many mbtions and different poftures,
in which they (pend a quarter of an hour before they
are to fit down, it muft be cwned they have need e
nough of relt. The chairs are fet fo that cvery bady
Lits oppofite to one anothery; when you are fate, you
mulfl fit flraight, not Jean back, your cyes mult look
downward, your hands ma(t be ftretched on your kngces,
your feet cven, not acrofs, with a grave and compofed
bebaviour, not to be over forward to fpeak. The Chi-
nefe think that a vifit confifts not in mutual converfe
fo much as in outward compliment and ceremony, and
in China the vifitor may truly and properly fay he comes
to pay his refpeils, for oft-times there are more honours
paid than wogds (poken, :

A miflionary did aver 10 me that & Mandarine made

E3
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him 2 vility ine which be fpoke never a wdwﬂh
‘This is always certain that they n verheat theme
felves with difcoucfing, for m-menﬂy fay of
tlom that they are ftatues or figures placed in a thea-
tre for ornament. They have fo little of difcourfe and
fo.much of graviry. :
- Taen fpeech is mighty fubmiflive and humble, you
*will never hear them fay, for example, * I am obliged
¢ to you for the favour you have done me,” but thus,
“ The favour which my lord, which my infiru&er has
¢ granted to me, who am little in his eyes ; or who am
* bis difciple, has extremely obliged me.” Again, they
do not fay,* I make bold to prefent you with a few
¢ coriofities of my country; bat, the fervant takes the
“ liberty to offer to his lord a few curiofities which
“ came from the mean and vile country. Again, not
¢+ whatloever comes from your kingdom or province is
* well worked; but whatloever comes from the pre-
¢ cious kingdom, the noble province of the lord is
** extraordinary fine, and exeeeding well wrought.”
In like manner in all other <ales, they never fay [ or
you in the firlt or fecond perfon; but ““ me your fer
% vant, me your difciple, me your lubject.” And in=
ftead of faying you, they fay ¢ the do&or faid, the Jord
% didy the emperor appointed.” It would be a great
piece ol' clownithnels to (ay otherwife, unlefs to your
fer
Unuc the vifit the tea goes round two or three
times, where you mufl vfe a ceremony when you rake
the difh, when you carry it to your mouth, or when
you return it to the fervant. Whea you depart it is
with the fame ceremonics with which you came in,
and you counelude the comedy with the fame expence
‘you began it. Strangers are very uncouth as playing
their parta berein, and make great blunders.
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reafomable part of the Chinefe fmile at them and excufe
them ; others ‘excéptions at it, and defire them to
learn and p before they venture in publick. For

this reafon they allow ambafladors forty days to pser

pare for their audience of the emperor; and for fear
they thould mifs any ceremony, they fend them, during
the time allowed, mafters of the ceremonics, who teach
them, and make them practice

Tuetr fealts are ccrcmonas even beyond what
you can imagine, you would think they are not invited
to ear, but to make giimaces. Not a mouthful of

meat is eat, or adrop of wine drauk but it colts an huns

dred faces. They have, like our concerts of mulick,
an officer who beats time, that the guelts may all to=
gecher in concord take their meat on their plates, and
put it into their mouths, and lift up their hede inftras
ments of wood, which ferve inflecad of a fork, or put
them again in their places in order.  Every guell has
a peculiar table, without table-cloth, napkin, koife or
fpoon 5 for every thing is reqdy cut to their hands, and
they never touch any thing but with twa litde wooden
inftruments tipped with filver, which the Chinele han~
dle very dexteroutly, and which ferve them lor an unie
verfal infirument.

Tuer begin their fealts with drinking wine, which
is given to every gueft at one and the fame time in a
{mall cup of China or filver, which cup all the guells
take hald of with both hands : every one lifts his vef=
fel as bigh as his head, prefenting their fervice thereby
to onc another without fpealing, and inviting cach o=
ther to drink firlt. It is enough it you hold the cup to
your mouth only without drinking during the time
while the relt drink; for if the outward ceremonies
are oblferved and kept, it is all one to them whether
you drink or not.

N Eq4
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ArTeR the firft cup,. ﬁqh upon every table a great
veflel of hathed meat, or 1ragoo. Thegn every one ob-
ferves ‘the motions of the mafler of the fealt, who di-
Toits tie actions of his guefts. According as he gives
the fign, they take their two little inftruments, brandifh
them in the air, and as it were prefent them, and after
exercifing them after twenty fathions which I cannot
exprefs, they firike into the difh, from whence
they cleverly bring upa piece of meat, which muft
be eat neither too haflily ner too flowly, fince it would
be a rudenafs cither to eat before others or to make
them ftay for you. Then again they exercife their lit-
tle inflruments, which at length they place on the tas
ble in that pofture wherein they were at the firft, In
all this you muft obierve time, that all may begin and
end at once.

A little after comes the wine again, which is drank
with all the ceremonies aforefaid, ‘Then comes a fe=
cond mefs, which they dip into as into the firft, and
thus the feaflt is continued until the end, drinking be-
tween every mouthful, till there have been twenty or
four nnd twenty different plates of meat at every table,
which makes them drink off as many cups of wine ; but
we muft obferve that, befides that § have faid that they
drink as much or as Little as they will at a time, their
wine cups are very little, and their wine is fmall.
¥ &N all the dithes are ferved, which are done with
qll imaginable order, no more wine is brought, and the

may be a little more free with their meat, takiig
indillerently out of any of thefe dithes before them,
which yet muft be done when the reft of the guefls
take our of fome of their difhes, for uniformity and ors
der is always (acred. At this time they bring rice and
bread, for as yet nothing but meat has been brought ;

ﬁthhgllkmfc finc broths made of fleth or filh,.in
-
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5 if they think fit, may mingle their rice,

Tﬂli ferious, grave, and Glent, for three

or four hours together. When the mafter of the b

fees they have all done eating, he gives the fign to rile,
aud they go afide for a quarter of an hour into the hall

or garden to entertain and divert themfelves. Then

they come again to table, which they find fer out with
all forts of fweermeats, and dried fruits, which they

keep to eat with their tea.

Taese cuftoms (o riétly enjoined, and fo extremely
rroublefome, which muft be performed from one end
to the other of the fealt, keeps all the gucits from eat-
ing, who do not And themfelves hungry till they arife
from the table. Then they have a great mind to go
and dine at home; but a company of Rrollers come and
play over a comedy, which is o tedious that it wearies
one as much as that before at the table did. Nor is
tedioufnefls the only fault, for they are commonly
very dull and ver; noify, no rules are obferved, fomne-
times they fing, fimetimes bawl, and fometimes howl,
for the Chinefe have little fkill in making declamas
tions. Yet you muft not Jaugh at this folly, but all
the while admire at the politenefs of China, at its ce=
remonies, inftituted, as they fay, by the diicretion of
the antients, aod fill kept up by the wildom of !hl
moderns. A

Tag letters which are wrote fiom one to ﬂaﬂg,,
are as remarkable for their civilities and ccremonies,
which are as many and as myfterious as the others.
They do not writs in the fame manner as they f]
the bignefs of the characters, the diftance between
lines, the innumerable titles of honour given ta the e~
veral gualities of perfons, the fhape of the paper, the

. td, white or blue covers for the letier, ag-
cording to wn"l-mﬁﬁn. and an husdsed other
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men amonglt them, for there is fcarce any
Jﬂw is fecretary enough to write and fend one of

r letters as it ought to be.

- TuEREe are a thouland other rules pradtifed I:y the
better fore in ordinary converfation, which you muft
- obferve, ‘unlefs you would be accounted a clown ; and
ﬂmugll in a thoufind “inflances thefe things favour
“more of a ridiculous aff*€tation than of real politenefs,
no one can deny neverthelefs but that thefe cultoms,
which people obferve o exa@lly, do infpire into them
a fweetnels of temper, and alove of order, Thefe three
moral principles, that ir, the refpe€t which children
pay their parents, the veneration which all pay the em=

~and bis officers, and the murual humility and
mﬁy of all people, werk their cfeé the better, be-
ule fupported by a wife and well underflood policy.
'glpmmpal maxims of which are as follow.
Tak hift is, never to give any one an office in his
.m province, and that for two reafons ; becaufe, firft,
a Mandarine of ordinary parenrige is wfvally defpifed
by thofe who know his family. Secondly, becaufe be-
brought into favowr and repure, by the great num-
khbf his kindred and friends, he might be enabled
ithe .m make, or at leaft to fupport a rebellion; or at
Uit would be very ditficult for him to execute jullice
pith'an univerfal impartiality.
~ @'me fecond maxim, is to retain at court the chil-
1 of the Mundatines employed in the moft confidera-
ices in the provines, under pretence indeed of
ting them well, but in veality keeping them as

owe the emperor:

ird maxim, is thar when one v.

sy Jell their futhers fhould fall from th! duty -
. %

 fuch 3 commniffiry is made e of 2s \
B mutsiet R



7 CoaNEss TRAVELLER. 167
es to name, unlefs the office or quality of the criminal '
gives him the liberty to refufe him. If the emperor
diflikes the firlt fentence, he may commiffion new jud-
ges to re-examine it until the fentence be agrecabless®”
his ming  For otherwile it would be in the power of
money, or of artifice to fave a man whofe life would
be noxious to the good of the ftate.  Onthe other fide,
fay they, we need uot fear the prince’s paflion, who if
he have a mind to take off a good man may find ways
enough to do it without going fo openly about it,  But
it is but fitting that there {Lould be a means eflicacious
enough to rid the empire of an i1l man.

THE fourth maxim of policy is never to (Il any
place, bur ro beftow it always upon merit ; that isvro
thole of good life, and who by a diligent ftudy have ae-
quainted themfelves with the laws and cuftoms of their
country, To this end informaticns are exhibited of
the life and manncrs of the candidate, efpecially whens
a Mandasioe is removed from an i gior to a fuperior
officeg as for their underftanding the Faws, they under=
go fo many examinations and trials of it, that it is im=.
poflible for an ignoramus to be thought underftanding,.
fo fevere are the mealures which they ke

WHEN they refolve to fet a child apart ro learningy
they put him to a mafler, for the towns of Chiha are
full of fchools, where reading and writing are taught,
which to learn well will take up (ome years. When the
youth has made a pretry good progrefs in this, he i§
prefented to a Mandarine of the lower order to be exs
amined, 1[ e writes a goodd hand, and makes their
chara@ers bandlomely, he is admitted among thofe who !
apply themielves to the knowledge of books, and endeas
vourgda obtain a degree, of which theie ate threo
M‘iﬂunﬁnt to our bachelor, mafler of arts,
and doftor..  As the fortunes of the Chivele do whalé.

. Eo
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!,depudlpoa their capacity and underflanding, fo
they fpend their whole life in ludy.  They fay by heart
all their flaple books with a wonderful alacrity, they
make comments on their laws : compolition, eloquence,
imitation and knowledge of their antient dn&? and
ﬁadellm]r and politenels of the modern fiom
fix to fisty are their conftant empley. In fome the
‘quicknels and readinels of wit faves them a great deal
of labour, for fome have been doflors at an age when
otkers can write but indiffcrently ; but thefe are heroes
 amongft the Chinefc, of which one in an age is e-
nough.

Tue examinations are [trict, malters of arts are creat-
ed by the piincipal Mandarines of the province ; ba-
chelors by thofe Mendarines aflited by a commiffary
fmm coust 3 as (or dofors they commence only at Pe-

bllt becaufe fume who deferve this degree, have
? Q’Iﬂ'ewlth to dcfny fo expenfive a ]onruq, what
Mﬁr} for ity is beltowed on them gratis, that fo
poverty may not deprive the ftate of the fervice of thofe

men ﬂ:n may prove uleful and benehicial to it.

~ Evert onc’s chawiller is taken from his ability to in=
went or compole.  For this purpofe the candidates are
fligt up in a clofe room, without books, without any
other paper than what is neceflary for them to write
on.  All the while they are forbidden all manper of

dents, at the doors arc placed by the Mada-
‘Inﬂh, whofe fidelity no bribes can corrupt ; the
e:lmmuron is yet more firi@, for lcll the come-
fent by the court (hould himfelf be byafled
favour or the hopes of gain, he is not fuffered
lpenk with any perfon till the cxamination is

5 hl creating the dodlors, the emperor o&n‘n

;jthptgr;m emperor is more feared by the

Wi o -
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candidates than any of the other pofers, nbt only for

his mice exal@nefs and rigorous jultice, but for his ex-
traordinary abilities in judging of any thing of this na-
nire. thn the doflors are named, they are prefens
ted to to the three principal of which he gives gar-
lands of flwers, or any other marks of honour, to dif-
tinguifh them from the reft; fome of them likewife
be chufes for members of his royal academy, from
whence they never remove, unlefs unto pofls of the
greatell conlideration and credit in the kingdom.

Tue great number of prefents which they receive
from their kindred and friends keeps the doctors from
being poor.  Every one hopes to make fome advan-
tage from his friendfhip; but left high promotion
fhould make them negligenr, and fit loafe to their Mu=
dics ; they (Ll undergo feveral examinations, where
if they appear to have been negligent, they certaigly
meet with feverity and reproof 3 whereas if they bave
flill continued to forward and improve their fludies,
they meet with a fuitable encouragement and reward,

No fmall (hare of the public good is owing to this
principle of policy. The youths, whom idlene(s and
floch never fail to corrupt, are by this conftant employ=
ment diverted fiom ill courfes, they have fcarce time
enough to follow their loofe inclinarions  Secondly,
fludy forms and polithes their wits. People who ne-
ver engage in arts and fciences, are always blockith and
ftupid. Thirdly, all offices are filled by able men, and
if they cannot prevent that injuftice which proceeds
from the covetoulnels and corrupt affedlions of offie
cersy at leaft they will take care to hinder that which
arifes fvom ignorance and immorality. Fourthly,
ﬁnee are given, the cmperor may with

out thofe officers whom he fhall find
uhlmhg. w indeed 1o punith every of
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fender 5 yet it would be natural to bear with a Man
darine who is-negligent of his office for want of under

wflznding or application, who is too mild or over fev
iftaking away his place would ruin his family, whof
whole fortune it may be is laid out in the purghafe of it
when ai if a place be difpofed only by domation, th
prifice who gave it may eafily without any difturban
take it from one, and gratify another with it.

LasTLY, no fcee are paid for the adminiftration o
jultice. The judge, whole office coft him nothing
angd who has his falary fated, can require nothing o

. the parties at law : which impowers cvery poor ma

to profecute his own rights, and frees him from being

opprefled by the opulence of his adverfary, who canno

Le brought to do jultly and reafonably becaufe the

ther hias not money.

T'rae Chinefe have eftablifhed this as a fifth maxi
of policy, never to fuficr flrangers to have any fhare i
their adminifiration. 1 he fmall efteem they bear them
makes the Chinefe ufe them fo coarfely. They fanc
that a mixture of natives and foreigners would brin
them to contempt, and occafion nought but corruptio
and diforder. From thence alfo would fpring parti
cular grudges, making parties, and at laft rebellions
For difference of people neceflarily fuppofes differen
of cuftoms, languages, humours and religion. Thi
makes them no Jlonger children of the fame family.
bred up to the fame opinions, and tempered with th
fame netions; apd be there all imaginable care ufed i
inllructing and forming flrungers, they are at moll b
Ve fons, who never bave that implicit obedience
| apd tender affeflion, which childron by nature bear tq

their own parents.  So that thould forei ‘be bets

_ ter qualified than natives, which you ‘wever make

the Chincfe belicte, they would fancy it for the igoed
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amﬁ-ﬁﬁsmiﬁm to them :"and it s
litrle lefs than a miracle in favour of chiflianity, that
3 few miffionaries have been fuffered o fertle there.

Tuis laft piece of policy is extremely good when
thofe of affalfe religion are kept out, which teaches re-
bellion and difturbance; itfelf being the produét of
caballing and riot; but the cafe is otherwife in chrif-
tianity, whofe humility, {weetnels and cbedience to
authority, produces nought but peace, unity, and cha-
rity among all people.  This is what the Chinefe be=
gin to be convinced of, having had trial of it for a
whole age together.  Happy were it if they would em=
brace it as a conftitution cqually neecllary for the fsl
vation of their fouls, as conducive to the peace and
grod of rheir flate.

Trer fixth maxim is that nohility is never heredie
tary, neither is there any diftinction between the qun-
lities of people; faving what the offices which they ex«
ccure makes : fo that excepting the family of Confucis
uvs the whole kingdom is divided into magiftracy and
commonalty. There are no linds but what are held
by focage-renure, not even thole lands which are def+
tined for the Bonzes, or which belong to the temples
of the idols.  So that their gods, ss well as men, are
fubject to the Rate, and are obliged by rates and cone
tributions to acknowledge the emperor’s fupremacy.
When a vice roy or governour of a province is dead,
his children, as well as others, have their fortunes to
make ; and if they imherit not their father’s virtue and
ingenuity, his name which they bear, be it never fo fas

mouws, gives them no quality ac all.

Tnl advantages which the flate makes of this maxe
!nm: trading is in a more flourifhiag condition,

of the nobility is the likelielt meaos
s the emperor's revenues arc =

"‘
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creafed by it; becaufe no cflates are tax-free. l
towns which pay poll-money no perfon is mﬂ
Thirdly, by this means families are hindered from i
‘gnmtmg th ves with the populace, and fo ke
from eftablifhing themfelves fo far in the pgople’s
vour, that it would be a difficulty to the piince hin
fell to keep them within bounds.  Lafly, it is a recei
ed opinion among thc Chinefe, that if an emper
would be cbeyed be mufl lay his commands upen fu
jefls, and not upon fo many little kings.

THrir feventh principle of policy is to keep up i
peace, as well as war, great armics; as well to mai
1ain a credit and refpect from the meighbours, as
fliflc or rather prevent any diflurbance or infurreéli
which may bappen at home. Herctofore a million
foldiers were fet to guard their great wall, A le
number alfo than that to garrifon their frontiers a
great towns would have been too lirtle, Now th
think it enough to keep garrifons in their moft impo
tant tewns,

Besives thele flanding forces, there are fifteen
twenty thoufand men in cach province, under the co
mand of private officers; they have alfo foldiers
keep their iflands, efpecially Haynan and Formofi
The borfe-guards of Peking are above an hundred an
fixty thoufand. So that, I belicve, in the greatelt an
fecurcll peace the emperor has in pay and at mufter n

. Jefs than fifty hundred thoufand cficélive men, all ar
- med according to the cultcm of the country with lci
meters and darts,  They bave but a very fmall infan
and of thofe which they have there are mo plke

y and very few mulketeers.

Tluu. foldiers are very graceful, and pretty we'
ﬂd’d , for the Tartars have almoR degenetated in-

w0 o, and the Chincle continue as they alway.

1
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ere, foft, effeminate, enemies of labour,- better at
kmg an handfome figure at mufter or in a march,
o at bebaving themfelves gallantly in an adtion.
¢ Tartars begin with heat and briflfiels, and if theye
n make their enemies give ground in the beginning,
hen they €an make their advantage of it; otherwife
they are unable to continue an attack™ good while, or
to bear up long againft one, efpecially if made in order
d with rigowr. The emperor, whom 1 have had the
onour to fpeak with, who fays nothing but what is
proper, as he does nothing but what is great, gave this
thort charafler of them : They are good foldiers when
oppofed to bad gmes, but bad when oppofed to good

ones.
Tue cighth maxim is concerning their reﬂrda and

punithments, Great men who have faithfully ferved
their country never lofe their reward j and becaufe be
a prince never fo opulent, he can mever have enough
to reward all his fubjects, this defett is made up by
marks and titles of honour, which are very acceptable
to the fubjects, and no charge to the prince.

THose titles of honour are what they call the feves
ral orders of Mandarines. They fay fuch an one is a
Mindarine of the firft rank, or the emperor has placed
fuch an ene in the firft clafs of the Mandarines of the
fecond rank, and in like manner of others. This dig=
nity, which is merely*honorary, makes them take place
in affemblies, vifits, and councils, bur is no profit to
them. Tomake thele rewardsol greatérextent, whichthe
people chule much fooner than penfions, they are fome=
times beltowed even upon the dead, who are oft times
made Mandarines after their funerals, who therdiore
fill fometimes the greateft places of honour amongit the
nobility when the emperor cannot beitow upon them
the meaneflt place among the living. They hiwe of=
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tentimes a the publick or prince’s charge lofey i
ments raifed for them, and that court which looks a
ter the publick expences judges what recompence fha

wabe paid to theitMefert. Thefe rewards are oft-tim
accompanied with elogies in their praife made by th
emperor himfelf, which makes them and their famil
famous to all poflerity. But the high:ft honour is 1
make them faims, to build them temples, and offe
them facrifices as to the gods of the country. DBy th
means paganifm bas been mightily fupported by th
emperors, aloring themfelves the work of their ow
hands, and paying worfhip and honour 1n them, wh
when alive would have been ghd to bg proftiae at thei
own worfhippers fect.

TreY reward alfs in private men thofe virtuous ac
tions which bring no publick advantage to the flate
We read in hiftory that temples have been raifed t
the memory of fome maids who all their lives kep
their chaflity inviolable. And I myfelf have feen in
feveral of their towns trophies with hrnouratle inferip-
tions raifed up for inhubitunts of mean rank and de-
gree, to publifh to all the woild their vittue and me-

I¥ the Chinefe are very liberal in their rewards,
they are as fevere in their punilbmcents even of thel
flighteft favliag their punifhments are adequate to their
demerits.  The ufual punifthment s the ballinado on
the back.  When they receive but forty or filty blows,
they call this a fatherly corre€lion.  To which as well
Maudarines as others are fubjeét; this punifbment is
not accounted very fecandalous, and afier it is executed,
thegriminal mult fall on bis knces before the judpe,
and if able bow three times down 1o the' ground, and
give him bumble thanks for taking this care of his ¢+
ducation. _
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Yex this punifhment is of that violencesthat one
roke is enough to fell oue that is of a tender conftie
tion 3 and oft-times perfons die of it 3 it is true there
ways of foltening this punifhment when the execns o.
jon of it is in court. The eafieflt is to bribe the exe-
utioners, for there are many of them ; becaufe left
he executioner’s wearinefs fhould leffen the punifh=
ment, after five or fix firokes another fucceeds, and fo
@ll the whole be performed.  But when the criminal
has by money made them his friend, they underftand
their bufinefs fo well, that notwithfRanding all the care’
which the Mandarines prefent can ufe, the pum[hment
becomes light and_almoft nothing.

Besipes this in the courts there are perfong to be hir-
ed, who keep a good underftanding with the officers.
Who, upon a fignal given, take the place of the cris
minal, who efcapes among the croud, and receives his
punithment, For money there are every where thele
fort of vicarious perfons ro be met with. For it is a
tzade at China, where feveral perfons are maintained
by the blows of the cudgel.

By fuch a trick as this Yam quam fien, a famous
petfecutor of chriftianity, efcaped the jult fentence of
the judges. He engaged a paltry fellow for a large
fum of moncy to take upon him his name, and go to
the court of juftice in bis flead. He told him that
let it come to the worft it was but a good cudgelling,
and if after that he was imprifoned, there fhould be
found out a way to redeem him thence. The poor fels
low went according to agreement, and when the cryer
called out aloud Yam quam fien, the fellow anfwered
as loud, Here ; his fentence was paffed, and the Mans
darine condemmned him to death. ‘The officers, who
had been bribed, féized on him immediatcly, and ace
cording to cuflom gagged him § for after fentence the




W T T T T
ﬁ The OHINESE TRAVEL g-:. ‘

umalqs not fuffered to fpell. Afterward he w
brought to the place of execution, where the poor wret
fuffered a miferable death,

e TrE fecondfort of punifthment is the Carcan, whi
differs from the former only in the place where t
baltinadocs are given : in this they are given the
minal at one of the city gates or in the highway; t
punithment here is not fo {harp, but the infamy is gre
ery and he who has once undergone this punithm
can never more recover his reputation,

Tazey have (everal different ways of infliCting deat
‘Mean and ignoble perfons have their heads cut off, f,
in China the fepaiation of the head from the body
difgraceful. On the contrary, perfons of quality a
firangled, which among them is a death of more
dit; if the crime be very notorious they are punifh
like mean perfons, and fometimes their heads are ¢
off and hanged on a tree in the highways.

ResELs and traitors are punithed with the utmo
feverity ; that is to fpeak as they do, they cutthem i
to ten thoufand pieces. For, after that the exccution
hath tied them to a poft, he cuts off the fkin all roun
their forehead, which he tears by force till it hangs
ver their eyes, that they may not fec the torments the
are to endure. Afterwards he cuts ther bodies i
what places he thinks fit, and when he is tired with thi
barbarous employment, he leaves them to the tyrann)
of their enemies, and the infults of the mob.

OrTen criminals are cruclly whipped 1ill they ex
pire. Laftly, the torture, which is the cruclleft of xl
deaths, is here ufed; and generally the hands and fing
gers fuffer moft in it.

NinvaLy,theythink it good policy wforhdnlm
from all trade and commerce, which
ncfit. by letting it alonc; all their bnﬁuﬁ lies m.ﬁn
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doors, where they find continual employmgnt in the
education of their children, They neither buy nor
fell ; and one fees women fo feldom in the ftreets, that
one would imagine them to be all religioufes confined,,
to a cloifter. Princefles never fucceed to the crown,
nor ever have the regency during the young prince's
minority ; and though the emperor may in privite cone
fult them, it is reckoned mean and ignoble to do it.
In which thing the Chinefe feem in my opinion lefs
reafonable than in others. For wit and forefight is
equally the portion of the one as of the other fex; and
a prince is never fo underftanding as when he knows
how to find out all his treafures wherefoever nature has
pliced them, nor ever [0 prudent as when he makes
ufe of them.

LasTLy, their tenth maxim is to sncourage trade as
much as poffible through the whole empire. All the
other policy is conducive to the plenty or convenience
of theig country ; bot this is concerned for the very
lires of the people, who would be foon reduced to the
laft extremity if trade fhould once fail. It iy not the
people’s care only, but the Mandarines ulfo, who put out
their money to trufty traders to make the beft advane
tage of it. By this private way Oufanguey, the little
king of Chenfi, who brought the Tartars into China,
made himfclf fo rich and powerful, that he was able
himfelf to fupport for a Jong time the war againft the
emperor.

Goop order in the inferior governments is as ufeful
a part of policy to the flate as any whatever § by thefe
infetior governments 1 mean thofe of the cities, and of
the feveral camps.  All thele are fettled in China; for
from the foundation of that empire the Rate has thought
it worth while (o look sfier even the moft inconfides
rible things. Y
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difpwie abour taking place, becaufe évery one kno
- exaclly what is duc to his own, and to others qualit

Aud it was a great furprife to every body to fee abof
fix or feven years ago a pringe of the blood, and a G
lao engaged in fuch a fort of difpute. The occalion
it was this ; the laws ordain that when a Colao is abo

ak to a prince of the blood he muft bend th

e, but cuflom has laid as ftrong an obligation @
the prince to take him ap immediately.

THE prince thoughr that an obliging cuftom thoug
conftantly practifed by the royal fumily on feveral od

" calions ought not to prejudice his right by law. H
did therefore give audience to a Colao on his knees
and never made any motion for him to rife. The mi
nilter of [lite in a great confulion to fee himfelf kep
fodeng in fo humble a pofture complained of it to th
emperory who a lembled the council forthwith,  The
looked into the ceremonial to obferve what thq.couh
find that would contribute to the deciding this novel
cafe, bur when they could find nothing therein ferri&&
able to that end they were more perplexed than ever.

FixauLy, the council who were againfl innovation
judged that the practice ought not to be continued a
before ; and not freeing the Colaos from their obhga

tion of fpeaking to the princes of the blood on

knan, they thought it requifite alfo that the prin
fhould ufe that civility towards them as not to keep
them in that pofiure long. ** You cannet,” faid they
to the Colao, ** honour the princes too much, and you
% do not do well to omit any occafion where you can
¢ (hew the refpect you bear them.” ** Princes,” added
the emperor to him who had occafioned this difpute,

*¢ are by their own rank fet high enough above the relt

# of mankind, not to need proudly to feck to de-

- o
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¢ hafe them lower. é‘h, can want nothing t&lﬂkﬁ
¢ them honourable, but temper and modelly. W

you are denied the refpeét due ro you, all the wor

¢ knows you have not what vou ought to have ; but

“ when you infi(t upon cggry little mark of refped, it
“ will make the world begin to enquire whether you

¢ deferve it.”  Thus borh of them were reprimanded,
and that no new laws might be made they Jet cuw
be their rule.

Every thing that belongs to the princes or Manda~
rines, is punctually fluted ; their penfions, their houf=
es, the number of their fervants, the thape and bignefs
of their fedans, and the badges of honour by which
they are diltinguithed.  So that whea they come into
publick their quality is prelcntly known, and the re-
fpzét “which is due to them with as little trouble paid.
When the Chinele governéd the empire, even private
men wore their marks of diltindtion ; and there was
no learncd man but bis degree and rank might be
knowhl by the tafhion or colour of his garb.

TrEe towns have their determinate figure; they
ought all to be [quare as far as the ground they are
built wpon will fuffer it; in fuch fort that the gates
may be fo built as to an{wer the four principal quarters
of the world, that, is the north, fouth, ecall, and weft.
The boufes have thorough lights, aud are efteemed ill
bailt if their doors do not lic exaétly parallel to one of
the fides of the town.

Towxs of the feveral orders have different bignefs,
the chief towns are nine or twelve miles round, thefe
of the firft rank are but 6ix, thofe of the fccond or third
orders are lefs in praportion, This rulg neverthelef
is not fo univerfal as to admit of no exception. The
firects are lrait, generally laid out by the line, large,
well p.ml, y& very inconvenicnt; becaule every per-

- . -
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fon Jﬁny ',mmnt.goﬂ up afid down them either
borfeback or in a chair. The houfes®are low, ofa
ual height. The jealouly of the hufbands woul
got [uffer that their neighbours houfes thould be high
than their own, left thereby their windows fhould over|
look their court-yards and gardens.
THE whole town is divided into four parts, and
::nﬂgaitﬂmo feveral fmaller divifions, each of whi:’
n ten houfes, over every one of which fubdivifio
an offcer prefides, who takes notice of every thing
which pafies in his little ward, tells the Mandarine
what contentions happen, what extraordinary things,
jwhat ftrangers come thither or go thence.  The neigh-
bourhood is obliged to give mutual aflilftance, and in
cale of an alarm to lend one another an helping hand,
for if any theft or robbery be committed in the night,
the neighbourhood mufl contribute towards repairing
the laé ‘Laftly, in every family the father is refpon-
fible for the diforders and irregularities commil.%d ci-
ther by his children or fervants.
Tus gotes of the cities are well looked after, and e-
ven in time of peaceare fhut.up st the approach of
might. In the day time there are guards to examine
4ll who come inj if he be a [tranger, if he comes from
anothef province, or from a neighbouring rtown,
they know by his tone, by his mein, or his habit, which
in every place are fomewhat different.  When they
obferve any thing extracrdinary or fufpicious, they
take the perfon up, or inform the Mandarine of it
. 8o thut European mifionaries, whofeafpect is infinite-
ly didierent i“’:m at of the Chiinele, are known as
foon s feengrand thofe who have not the emperor's
approbation find it very difficult to make a long journey.
Ix certain places,as at Peking, as foonasnight comes
on they tic chains acrofs the freetss the guards go
.’d-nlc dffund down the chicf Rrects, and guads
. O
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and fentinels are placed here and’ there, The horle -
go the roands’ wpon the fortificationss and wo bega
him who is found then from home. Meetings, m’
querades and balls, and fuch like night works are gopd,
fay the Chinefe, for nape but thieves and the mob.
Orderly people ought at that tine cither to fit up pro-
viding for lh?fﬂmily. or clfe take their reit, that they
may be refrefhed, and better able the next day tguma-
nage the bufinefs of the family.

Ganing is forbidden both to the commonaity and
gentry.  Which neverthelefs hinders not the Chinefe
trom playing, fometimes even fo long as till they have
loft all their eftates, their houfes, their children andgy
their wives, which they fometimes hazard vpon a cardsg
for there is no degree of extravagance to which the
defire of lucre and riches will not carrgp a Chinefe.
But belides that it is a diforder which the 'Tartars, fince
they became malters of Chiga, have imroduecd‘mongﬂ;
them, they take great heed to conceal their gaming 3
and by confequencegthe law which forbids it always
flourifthes, and is able to fupprefs great diforderd)

~ Waar 1 have faid concerning wives, that their huf-
dbands maydell them, or lofe them at play; puts me in
mind ta give fome actount of the rulés which their ci-
vil conftiturion ggther than their religion has ordained
conecrning marriages ; thofe who have a mind to mar-
x do nor, as among us, follow their own funcies in
eir choice of a wife, They never fee the woman
ey are about to have, l;ng take her pirents word in
the cafey or clfg t:thawethcir mation from fee

w,

veral old women are as it were infpeclorapnbye
who are neverthelefs In fecwith the woslin's frigads ro
fet her out more than fhe deferves, fo that it is very
feldom that they make a true defoription, or give a jult
charadter of hér whom they go to view.
Vor. L F . ¥ »
-
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Taz womgn's parents give ‘money generally to thefe

iffaries, to oblige them to give a favourable charaéter.

it is for-the parents advantage that their daughter

fhgpld be reputed handfome, witty, and genteel; bes

caufe the Chinefe buy their wives, and, as in other

merchandife, they give more or lefs according to the
good or bad properties of them.

"WaEN the parties are agreed about the price, the
contraét is made, and the money paid down. Then
preparation issmade on both fides for the nuptial fo=
Jemmities: when the day of marriage is come, they cags
ry the bride in a fumptuous chair, before which go

.mbnp. ﬂfums and fifes, and after it follow ber pa-
vents, and other particular friends of her famiby.  All
the portion which fhe brings, is her marriage garments,
forue chau and houfhold goods, which her father
prefentg:her wigh. The bridegroom flands at his door
richly sftired waiung for her: he himfelf opens the
fedan, which was clofely fhut, and having condulled
her into a chamber, delivers her go feveral women in-

vited hither for that purpofe, who fpend there the dq.
mgzther in feafling and fporting, while ¢he hufband in
another room entertains his fn;?s and acqmaintagce. -1
Tris being the fif¥time that the bride and bride-
groom fee cach other, and both or éfie yery often not
hiking their bargain, it is frequently a day of rejoging
for their guclls, but of ferrow for themlelves. e’
wpmen muft fubmit though they “do bt like, becaule
tllelr farents ave fold them, but the hufbands fome=

. are not fo cammplaifant, f?re,ﬁavc been fome

n they opened thE fedan to receive the

l:di.’lepul- by her (hape and alpet® have fhut the |

«<chair l;un and fent her and ber parents and friends

back again, willing rather to lofe :heu'monq than ca-
fobad a purchafe. ¢ en
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Waex the Tartars in the late war took Nanking,
there happened a paflags which made the Thinefe m

ry notwithftanding all their misfortunes. Among alf
the diforders which the viftors committed in that pro=
vince, they endeavoured to feize upon all the women
they could to make money of them. When they took
the chief city of that province, they carried all the wos
men thither, and fhut them up higgly piggly together
in the magazines with other goods. But becaule there
were fome of all ages and degrees of beauty, they re-
folved to put them into facks and carry them to mar-
ket, and fo fell them to any one at a venture ugly or
handfome. There was the fame price fet upon ever
one, and for fixteen or cighteen fhillings take wh:c?
fack you will without opening it.  After this manner
the foldiers, who were ever infolent in profperity, a=
bufed their victory, and approved themfelves more bar=
barous in the moft polite and civil city in the waorld,
than they had been in the deferts of Tartary.

AT the day of fale there came buyers enough. Some -
came to recover if haply they could their wives or chil«
dren who were among thefe women, others were led
thitber through hopes that good fortune and a Jucky
chance would put a'fortunc into his hands, In fhort
the novelty of thething brought a great concourfe from *
theadjacent places.  An ordinary fellow, who had but
twelve (hillings in the world, gave it and chofe a fack
as did the reft, and carried it off; when he was gor
out of the crowd, whether through curiolity, or a de-
fire to relieve the pegfon in the {ﬁ who complained,
he could not forbear opening it. " In it he found an’

d woman, whom age, grici, and illgtreatment had
made deformed to the higheft degree; he was fo con-
foundedly mad at it, that to grauify his pallion and
rage be was going to throw the old woman aud fack

¢ - v
. R : - '
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both together,into the river, that lh
y paffion might be fome comfort to him for ﬂwbﬁ
bis money.

JHEN the good old gentlewoman faid to him : Son,
your lot is not fo bad as you imagine; be of good
chear, you have made your fortune: take car¢ only of
my life, 1 will make yours happier than ever it has
been yet, Thefe words fomewhat pacified him, Where-
fore he carried her into a houfe hard by, where fhe told
him her quality and her eftate,  She belonged toa
Mandarine of note in the neighbourhood, to whom fhe
wrote immediately.  He fent her an cquipsge agree-

fable to her quality, and fhe carried her deliverer along
with her, and afterwards was fo good a friend to him,
that he never had reafon to complain that he bhad loft
the two crowns which he laid out in the pu.chaling
her,

BoT to return to the Chinefe marriages, I muft far.
ther tell you, that a hufband may not divorfe his wife,
excepting for adultery, and a few other occations which
feldom or never fall out; in thofe cales they fell them
to whofoever will buy them, and buy another. Per-
fons of quality never do thus, but common people do
frequently. ) a man has the boldnefs to fell his wile
without jult reafon, both the buyer ®nd feller are fe-
verely punifhed, yet the husband is not obliged to take
her again.

AvrTHoucH a man be allowed but one wile, he

, may have as many concubines as he will; all the chil-
1 have an equal glaim to the eflate, becaule they are
reckoned as the wives’ children, though they may be
fome of the coficubines’; they all call the wife mother,
‘who is indeed fole miftrels of the houfe; the concus
bincs ferve and honour ber, and bave o manner of
" suthority or p?er but what they derive from her.
I! .
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ﬁ'nmmm ita ftrange thing that the Europe-
e not thusallowed the ufe of women, yet they ?
fefs it is a commendable fign of moderationinthem. B
when we obferved to them the troubles, quarrels, en-
tentions, and jealoufies which many women muft needs
raife in a family, they fay nothing is without fome in-
convenience and diforder ;3 but that perhaps there are
more crofles in having but one, than in having many
women. The beflt way they own is to have none at
all. "

AvtroucH the Chinefe are extremely jealous tothat
degree that they fuffer not their wives to fpeak in *pri=
vate even to their own brethren, much lefs give them™
liberty to enjoy all that freedom and public diverfion
which in Earope is elteemed only gallantry and _curio-
fity : neverthelefs there are hufbands fo very complai-
fant to their wives as to let them frezly commit adule
tery, which permiilion fome women make the conditi-
on of their marriage : Thofe who according to fuch a-
greement follow thefe courfes (as there is a certain fort
of people who do) have no manner of power to hinder
debrichees from frequenting their houfes, and -from
making ill ufe of the eafinefs or uniuly palfions of
fuch women. But fuch families as thefe are abhorred |
by the Chinefz, who think fo ill of them, that their
children though never fo deferving or intclligent cam
never obtain any degree, or be employed in any honour=
able office.

Or all their civil inftitutions there is no onc which
cofls the Chinefe fo much troubleas does the ordering
of their time, and their holidays, There are in the
emperor’s fervice above an hundred perfons, on pur-
pofe to regulate the kalendar, which they make a-new
every year, and with a great deal of ceremony fend it
up and down to the vice-roys of each provinces They
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regulate the snumber of months, which is
twelve, fometimes thirteen, which are lumar m
and ought to agree with the fun’s courfe. In thefe al
masacg and equinoxes, folltices, and®the fun’s en
into each fign is fet down : The eclipfes of the fun o
meon are there, and the time when vifible at Peking
or any of the principal cities. The planets’ courfes,
their places in the ecliptic, their oppofinons, con=
junétions, and propinquity to any ftars are defcribed
and indeed every thingfelfe is well calculated, which
allronoory Las that is curious or excellent.  They mix
with this divers puints of judicial aftrology, which ig-
morance or {uperflition have invented, concerning hap-
py or unhappy days, times proper for marriage, build«
ing, or wndertaking journics. Thefe prejudices ge-
nerallj guide the people; but the emperor, and all
other men of fenfe are wifer than to mind any fuch
trifles,
ArTHoucH there be no public clocks as in Europe,
the day is neverthelels divided into four and twenty
parts, which have all their particular names, and begin
from midnight. Thcy tell me that antiently they di-
vided their day ifto twelve parts, each of which were
fubdivided into eight; which made the natural day
confift of fourfcore and fixteen, which were exaélly di-
flinguithed in their calculations.  But their {un-dials
{and they have very antient oues) were divided into
four general divifions, each of which contained four
and twenty lintle fubdivifions, which added ro the four
.great divifions, divided the whole circle intoan hundred
arts.
. Twrs fort of dialling feems verry irregular, nor can
I fee for what ufe it was intended. Since they bave
seceived the new kalendar from the miffionaries, they
 Bave regulated their dials by hours, aud reckon their

b ' ..



= Sl 2 '!".'ﬂ'm‘j i T T

The CBINESETRAVELLER 12y

‘ as we do ; only we muft take notice that

: two hours they reckon but one, fo that their
marural day confifts of but twelve hours, the names of
which diverfly @mbined with ten other termg which
they have invented, make a revolution of fixty, wiich
ferves them inftead of a_cycle tg mark their different

rs. I dare not troufile you with particular enume-
rations, which would be tedious, and are in foregoing
rclations fufficiently explained,

As for the people, they arglnot very nice herein
they content themfelves with knowing the time of the
fun's rifing and fetting, and noon. In the night they
make ufe of bells and drums, which are very often
founded, and ferve to diftinguith the mght into five
watches.

Tae civil government ‘of the Chinefc docs net only
prefide over,the towns, but extends alfo over the hiﬁb.
ways, which they make bandfome and cafily paflable.
The pafiages for their water are in feveral places fens
ced in with ftone walls for the convenience of tras
velling, over which there area t number of bridges,
which unite the towns and the fieids together, Ca-
nals are alfo cut for the water to pals through all the
towns of the fouthern provinces, to make their ditch-
es more fecure, and the towns more pleafant.  In low
and marfhy grounds, they throw up prodigious leng
banks, which keep their roads in thofe parts good 5 to
perform which they ftick ar po cofty cutting a paf-
2;;;‘:'1:;1 through mountains when they Rand jan their

ay.

Twue road from Signanfou to Hamptchoum is one of
the ftrangeft pieces of work in the world, They fay,
for I myfelf have never yet feen it, that upon the fide
of fome moyntaina which are perpendicular, and have
ng (helving, they bave fixed large beams into themys

o,
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upon the which beams they have made a fort

cony without rails, which reaches through
mountzins in that fafhion ; thafe who are not ufed to
1hc[g of galleries, travel oveg the'in a geat deal
of pain, afraid of fome ill accident or other. But the
people of the place Mre ver hzzardoua they have
mules ufcd to thefe fort of roads, which travel with as
little fear or concern over thefe fieep and hideous pre=
cipices as they conld do in tht belt and plaineft heath.
T have in other places ‘oi’cd myfelf very much by
fotlowing too rallily my guides.

One cannot imagine what care they take to make
the common roads convenient for paflage.  They are
fourfcore feer broad, or very near it; the foil of them
is light sud foon dry when it bas left off raining. In
forie pfovinces there are on the right and left hand
cayfeways for the foot paffengers, which are on both
fides fupported by long rows of trees, and oft-times
terraffed with a wall of eight or ten feet high on each
fide, to keep paflengers out of the ficlds. Neverthe-
lefs thefe walls have brggks, where roads crofs one an-
other, and they all terminate at fome great town,

Taese are fevernl wooden machines made like tri-
umphal arches fct up in the roads abour 2 mile and a
half diftant from each other, about thlrty feet high,
which have three doors, over which is wrote upon a
large frize in charaflers fo large as may be read ar al-
moft Ml a quarter of a mile diflance, how far it is
from the town you left, and how far to the towmggon
are going to. So that you have no need of guides here,
for you may by thefe direCtions fee what place the
road leads 10, and from whence you came, how far you

bave already gone, and how far you bave yet to go.

Tax great care which they have taken to lay out all
thefe diftances by the line, makegithe account which

L\l :
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ghﬂ!nrenpmu give to be pmty fure; yet they are
not , becaufe the miles in fome provinces are
Jonger than in others. It has happaned likewife that
fome of thelearches being ruined and confumed by de-
cay and time, have not been fet up exaétly in the famie
place ; but generally fpeaking they ferve for a good
meafure of the highways, befides that in feveral places
they are no fmall ornament.

OUx one Gde of thefe ways about the fame diflance
are fixed little towers made of earth caft up, on which
they fet up the emperor’s flandard ; near it is a lodge
for loldiers or country militia. Thefe arc made ufe
ol in time of rebellion, or indeed at any other time,
1 carry an exprels if occafion be, or to hand letters
fiom one to another; but efpecially to take care to [lop
Lighwaymen and robbers.

Every man who goes by armed is obliged to give
in account whence he came, whicher he is guing, and
upen what bufinefs, and muft fhiew his pafs.  Defides, |
theflc guards in cafe of an alarm give a helping hand
to travellers, and flop all thofe who arc fufpected or
zceufed of sobbery. Among the mighty number of
inhabitants which are in China, a great part of which
fearce ktiow how to get a fubliftence, a body would i=
magine that abundance muft need torn thieves; yet
one may travel there with as greatr fafety as here, I
have travelled there fix thouland miles up and down
through almolt all the provinces, and was never bug
once in danger of being robbed.  Four ftrange horfe=
men followed me a whele day together, but the roads.
were fo full of travellers up and down that they could
never get the coalfl clear for a quarter of an hour toge=
ther, and fo fell (hort of their aim.

Fuzir pofly are as well regulated as ours in Evropp
wey at the uwole charge, who for that end

Fg
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maintains a great number of horfe. - 'I'be co
from Peking for the capital cities; the vi
which as {oon as they have reccived the difpatch
court, fend them forthwith by otheg couriers to th
~@6wn$ of the firll rank : from whence they are by ther,
governors conveyed to thole of the fecond rank unde
their jurifdi€tion; and from thence they are tranfmic
ted to the towns of the third rapk. It is true thef
pofs were not chiablified for the conveyance of pri-
vate lctters, yet the pofimafters for a litle money
undertake to carry letters for private men, as they al-
ways do for the milfionaries, who find it as fure a way
as that ufed in Europe, and much lefs chargeable.

As itis a mutter of importance that the emperor’s
orders be quickly tranfmined, fo itis a great part of
the Mandarine’s care 10 fee that ‘the roads be good 5
and the emperor to keep them the more ftriélly to this,
fpreads a report that he intends thortly to vifit this or
that province. The governors of thefe provinces fpare
no charge or pains to repair thole roads, becaufe it not
only concerns their fortunes, but fometimes their life,
if this care be not omirtted,

As 1 once pafled jull by a village of the third rank,
in the province of Chlenfiy they told me that the go-
vernoer had juft hanged himfell through defpair left he
fhould not have time encugh to repair a road through
which the emperor was to pafs to the capital town.
The emperor neverthelels never went the journey, fo
that the Mandarine might have faved bis life by a listle
patience.  But yer ali the care which the Chinefe can
ufie, will never prevent 3 mighty inconvenience which
happens to thofe who truvel tu their roads.

Tae {oil of China is mighty Light, and very much
beaten by the vafl multitudes who m\rcl fome on foot,

fome on camels, others in lmg‘ and again others in
.
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chariots, fo that the roads are perfedtly ground into
very fine powder 3 when this is raifed bg travellersy
and carried about by the winds, it is enough to blind
zll pailengers if they have not malks or veils on thems
Through thefe clouds you mult continually make ywur
way, and fuck them in inftead of air, during whole
journeys together. When the weather is hot, and the
wind in onc’s face, [carce any one except a native can
withftand it: I have fometimes been forced to delift
from my journey and come back again.

BuT of all their wholefome inflitutions there is no-
thing which concributes fo mach to the keeping up
peace and order, as does their method of levying the
cmperor’s revenue,  Lhey are not troubled in China
with fuch fwarms of officers and commillioners as we
are.  All the ellates there are meafured, and ail the
fumilics regittered ;3 and whatfoever the emperor is to
have by cxcile on goods, or tax upon per{ons, is pube-
licly known, every hody brings in what is due irom
him, to the Mandarines or governors of the towns of
the third rank, for there i no particular receiver ‘ap=
puinted,  Thofe who neplect ta bring in their dues,
do not lofc their cllutes by cunfifcation, which would.
be ro punith the innucent of that family with the
guilty : but the perions (o offeading fuffer imprifons
ment, and wadergo the baflinadoe till they have made
fatisfaétion.

Taese Mandarines of a lower rank, give inan ace
count of what they receive to a general officer of the
province, who accounts with the court of Pekingy
which looks after the public exchequer. A great pars
of the revenue is difburfed up and down the provinees
in penfions, [aiaries, foldiers’ pay, md_.:’uhlir. buildings:
what is over is carried to Pcking, to maintain theems

. h .FG
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peror’s court, and other expences in that town, whére
the emperor keeps in pay above an hundred and fixty
thoufand regular troops, to whom, as well as to the
Mandarines, is given out cvery day meat, fith, rice,
peafe, and flraw, according to every one’s rank, be-
fides their conftant pay, which they reg r}a:ly receive.

TaaT which comes from the fouthern” provinces is
alone fulficicut to anfwer this cxpence ; this they bring
by water in the emperor’s vefiels : yet they are fo jea-
lous Jeft the revenue thould fall fhort ac any time of
the difburiements, thar in Pekin there are magazines
of rice before hand fuflicient for three years. Which
will keep a grear while if it be well funned and mixed,
and although it looks not fo well, nor taftes fo plea-
fantly as new rice, yee it is much more wholefome and
nourifhing.

TH1s numerous army about the emperor, well look-
ed aftery, culy paid,and exaclly difciplined, one would
think fhould aweall Afis, yet their idlenefs, and the
fmall ufe they ever have occalion to make of their wea-
pons, does contribute to weshen them as much as their
natural effemiinacy.  The weltern Tartars do not value
their numbers u (lraw, and lrequently fay in derifion
of them, that the peighing of alurtary horle is enough
to rout all the Chinele cavaliy,

YET they tuke all pollible care to have good foldiers,
for they rake no officers into the guards, vll they have
niade trial of their floutneds, (Kill, und dexterity in mi-
Ygary affairs.  They are regularly examined, fo that 2s
learned men bave their doétors (o examine them, fo
thefe have allo their prefeffors.

Tusse officers do regularly esercife their companies,
they form th to fquadrons, march them, teach
them to divide their files, o march through narrow

|

 paffages, flicw them o give the enlet, to rally at chafly

¥
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found of rnet or trumpet 5 befides they are very
dexterous managing their bow, or hnndlmg their
fcimitar : yet foon broke, and by the lealt thing in the
world put into diforder. The occafion of this 1ap-
prehend to bc, becaufe in the education of thgr youth ~
they never igikil inro them principles of honour and
bravery, as we&'do as foon as cver they are big enough
to know what weapons are. The Chinefe are always
talking to their children of graviry, policy, law, and
government ; they always fee books and letters in their
view, but never a f{word into their hands. So rthae
having (pent their youthful days behind the counter,
or at the bar, they know no other courage but that of
defending obftinately an ill caufe, and are lifted into
the foldiety on no other confideration but that rhey
hope there wi'l be no occafion for fighting.  The Chie
nefe policy hinders hereby a great many domeftic feuds
and diflurbances : but at the fame time it does expofe
its fubjects hereby to the infults of foreigners, which
is ten tmes worle.

L2250 % -
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Ofrb:_hsuclom and WorsB1r of the CRINESE.

-

N the®empite of China there are xc principal

! fe@s ; the fett of the learned, who fallow the doc-
trine of the ancient books, and lock uwpon Confucius
as their maller ; that of the dilciples of Lao kien, which
15 nothing buta web of exturavagance and impiery ; and
that of idolaters, who worlhip a divinity called Fo,
whofe ‘opinicns were tranflated from the Indies into
China about thirty two years after our Saviour’s cruci=
fision.

Tns firlt of thefe fclls only make profcflion of be-
ing regular {tudents, in order to advance themfelves
to the degrecs and dignities of the empire en account

“of merit, wit and leaining, proper for the condudt of
life, and government of the empire.

Tue fecond has degenerated into a profeflion of ma=
gic and enchantment ; for the dafeiples of this fcCt boalt
of the fecrets of making gold, and of the rendering peg-
fons immortal,

Twe third is nothing but a heap of fables and fu-
peiflitions breught from the Indies into China, and
maintained by the Bronzes, who deceive the people

.undee the appearance of falie piety ; they have intro-
duced the belief of the tranfmigiation of fouls, and
promife more or lefs happinefs in proportion to the li-
berality that is thewn to them(elves.

To give fome notion of thefe different fefts T Mhall
follow the grder of time in which they ook their rife,

and obferve vely their condition among the
people.
__:-“,\_I'r is univerfally believed by cvery pérfon who bas

‘ ~Y
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fearched the ar#l of an empire fo ancient as |
Chi Noah’s fons were fcattered abroad in the

& part of Aha; that fome of the defcendants of
this patriarch penetrated into China about two hundred
years after the deluge, and laid the foundatign dfthis
extenfive empire; that inftructed by tradition, con-,
cerning thcnglndcu.r and power of the fupreme Being,
they taught their children, and thraugh them their nu-
merous pollerity, to fear and honour the Almighty
Creator of the world, and ro live agreeable to the vll\r
of nature written in theic bhearts.

OF this we find tedees in their ancient and ¥luable
book, which the Chinefe call, by way of eminence, The
Five Volumes, the canonical or claflical bogks of the
higheft rank, which they look upon as the fource of all
their learning and nivrality, .

Howevew, thefe books are not treatifes of religion
purpofely made witha delign to inftruél the people, for
they contain only part of their hiflory : ‘The authors
do not attempt to prove what they advance, but only
draw natural confequences from principles already ale
Jowed, and lay down thele opinions as fundamental
truths on which all the reft are built.

Ta (peak in general it apprars that the drift of thefe
claflical books was 1o maintain peace and tranquillity,
in the flate by a regulation of munners, and ap exaét
obfervation of the laws; for the atrinment of Which.
the ancient Chinele judged two things necellary to ber
obferved, viz. the duties of religion, and the rules of «
good government.

THEe chief object of their worfhip is the fupreme
Being, Lord and chief Sovereign of ull things, which
they worfhipped under the name of’mg ti, that is
Supreme Lnperory or Tien, which, sccording to the
Chinefe, fignifies the fame thing; * 'Lien (fay theins
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1% terpreters) is the fpirit ¢ duw, be-
“ caufe heaven is the moft excellent w ' m’
¢ the firft caufe;” it is taken alfo for the materi
vens, but this depends upon the fubjec to which it is
aaﬂicu be Chimefefay that the father is the Tien of

s the family, the viceroy the Tien of the province, and
the empefor the Tien of the kingdom, &c. They like-
wife pay an aderagion, but ina fubordinate manner, to
inferior fpirits depending on the fupreme Bcing, which,
acc‘dmb to them, prefide over cities, rivers, mouns,
tains,

Ir am the beginning of the “monarchy they appli-
ed themfclves to sltroncmy, their defign in the obfer-
vation o llars was to be acquainted with their mo-
tions, and to folve the appearances of the vifible Tien,
or heaven.

As for their politics, which confifted in the obfer-
vation of regularity and purity of manners, they redu-
ced them 1o this Gmple maxim, viz. That thofe who
command fhould imitate the conduct of Tien in treat-
ing their infetiors 2s their children, and thofe who obey
ought 1o look upon their fuperiors as fathers.

Bur did they regard this Tien, who is the obje& of
their worthip, as an intelligent being, lord and creator
of heaven and earth, and all things? Is it not likely
that their vows and homage were addrefled to the vi-
fible™™d material heaven, or at leaft to a celeftial e-
nergy void of underflanding, infeparable from the i-
dentical matter of heaven ? But this I fhall leave to
the judgment of the reader, and content myfelf with
relating what is Iearnt from the claflical bocks.

Iv spprars from one'of thefe canonical books, called
Chu g, that this Tien, or firll being, the objeét of

worfhip, it the principle of all things, the father

._‘dth. people, abfolutely independent, almighty, oms

-
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’ nifci 10 even the fecrets of the heart, who

watché® over the condu@ of the univerfe, and permits
nothing to be aéted contrary to his will; who is holy
without partiality, a rewarder of virtue in mankjsd,
{upremely juft, punithing wickednefs il¥fthe tﬁ:g-‘
lic minner, raifing upand calting down the kings of
the carth according to his own pleafure 3 that the pube
lic calamities are the notices'Which he ‘Vcs for the re=
formation of manners, and that the end of thefe evils
ifollowed with merey and goodnefs; as for i
when a dreadful florm made havoek with t r=
velt and the trees, immediately after an illultrious in-
nocent is recalled from banithment, juflified from flan-
der, and re-eflablifhed in his former cligniqr.-?I

Oxe fees there the folemn vows that theyrmake to
the fupreme Being for obtaining rain in a long droughe,
or for the recovery of a worthy emperor when his life
is defpaired of 5 x&efc vows, as hiftory relates, are ge-
nerally heard, and theyacknowledge that it is not the
effe@ of chance that an impious emperor has been
ftruck with lightning, ‘but that it is the vifible pu=
nifhment of heaven defigned as an example to mane
kind.

Tre variety of events are attributed only to Tien,
for they fpeak of him chiefly when vice is punifhed,
and when it is not, they fuppoleit one day will, and
always threaten wicked perfons in profperitysh One may
fee by thefe bocks that the chief of the nation are ful-
ly perfuaded that the Tien, by prodigies or extraordis
nary appearances, gives notice of approaching miferies
wherewith the ftate is threatened, that men may reform
their lives as the fureft means of appeafing the anger of
heaven, ) g .

Ir is faid obthe emperor Tcheou that he rejelted all
the good thoughts infpired by Tien, that he mmvh



#and deferved ly hated.

“
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 ruin if he dulnot fefom his life : and w
15 mention made of the emperor Kie they fay, if
had changed his conduét after the calamities fent frof
n‘i: heavell would not have depopulated the e
pire: ey report that two great emperors, foumde
of two powerful dynafties, admired by pofterity f
‘their rare virtdils, had 2 jgrear confli@ in their o
;}di when there was a debate upon their alcendi

Mc&

throne ; on theape [ide they were folicited by
pts of the empire, "and by the people, and pe
ha en by private motiv ambition hard to
diftinguifhed from thofe of 2 moge fpecious fort;
the othge fide they, were with held by the d aml
delity thag a fubject owes to hige prince, though m

«  Tuis inward confliét and uncertainty that trouble
their repofe protecded from the fear of difplealin
Chang ti, cither by taking vp arms™s they were ur
ged, or by refufing to take them up to free the pecp!
from the oppreflion under whigh they groanedy and ¢
puta flop to an infinite number of crimes; by this pro
ceeding they acknowledged their dependence to be or
a mafter who forbids unfaithfulnets, hates tyranoy
loves the people as a lather, and protedls thofe that ar
oppeelled. . _
Lnmogy all the pages of the canonical books, an
efpecially of the Chw king, ceafe not to infpire thi
jult dread as the moft proper cusb for the pallions, an
the moft certain remedy againft vice.
Tuewk likewile appears what idea thefe princesoughe,
t0 form of the juftice, holinefs, and gooducls of the fus!

. preme Lotd 3 in the times of public calamities they!

 mere not” fatishied with only addreffing, their vows to

f?ﬂa and offering facrifices, but they applicd them=
- ‘

|
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| felves tb: mation of their fperet faules,
'hiC‘.d ywn down this punithment from Tienj
they examined if they were not too expenfive in their
habits, too delicate at their tables, too magnificent _in
their equipage and in their palacesy all'which res
folved to reform.

ONE of thefe princes acknowledges fincerely, That
he had not followed the folitary thoughts infpired by
Tien: Ancther reproaches himfelf for neglet of ap=
plication to bulinefs, and too much regard for ingg~
cent amulements, and he looks upon thele £, ae
likely to provoke the ‘anger of 'Tien, and kly
nkmnlcdgu thefe to be the fource of public calae
mities, -

In the canonical book, called Tchun tﬁou. mention
is made of the misfortunes of a prince as fo many™
punifhments of Tien, who to make the chaftifement
ftill greater rendered him infenfible to his difgrace.

Tue Chu king fpeaks often of a mafter who prefides
over the government of his dominions, who has an
abfolute empire over the defigne of mankind, and con-
duéls them to wife and jull ends, who rewards and
punifhes mankind by other men, without any abridges
ment of their liberty.

T'ris perfualion was fo common, that princes, natus
rally jealous of their own honour, never attributed
the fuccels of their government to themfelves, bot ros
ferred it to the f{upreme Lord thar governs the uni«
verfe.

ArmosT from the beginning of the monarchy it
was appointed that the emperor foon after his exaltati=
on, fthould humble himflelf fo far 95 10 till the carthy and
that the crop arifing from his cultivation fhould be of
fered in facriice to Lien: Itis found in Chu king that

the fame emperor, of whom 1 have been fpeaking, have

d
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" ing neglected this cerem:
mities to his negligence,
- THERE is reprefented in the fame book the wifcft

ir emperors in a {uppliant pofture before Chang ti
to divemmthe miferies wherewith their defcendants ar
threatened : An emperor of the fame race declare
That his illuftrious anceflors, notwithftanding their ex
ry talefits, could ‘not have governed the emy
pire, as they have done, without the afliftance of th
ﬁ. minifters that Tien bad given them. v
ws flill farther obfcr\mblg that they attribute n
thing to Chang ti, which docs not become the fuprem
Lord of the world ; they attribute to him power, pro
videncéyBnowledge, jullice, goodnefs, clemency 3 the
call him their father and lord, they honour him wit
ip and facrifices worthy of the fupreme Being
and by the pradtice of every virtuey they likewife ai
firm that all outward adoration muft fail in pleafin
Tiem, if it does not proceed from the hearr, and th
inward fentiments of the foul.

It is faid in Chu king that Chang ti clearly beholds
all things, that be fees from the highelt heavens what
is done here below, that he makes ufe of our parents
to beflow upon vs the material parr, bue rhat he him-
felf gives an underffandiog mind, capable of refleftion,
which raifcs us above the rank of brutcs; thar to offer
xn acceprable facrifice, which is not fuflicient for the
emperor towhom this funélion belongs, joins the priclt-
hood to the royal digniry, for it is likewile nceeflary
that he be either uprighe or penitent, and that before!
the facrifice he fliould expiate his faults with fafting
and rears ; that we cannot fathom the depths of his de-

r and counfels, and yet we ought not to believe
‘be is too exalted to attend to what ic done below 3

thhﬂ{'mﬂ our alions, and ththe
ut'f

W, buse ool 4
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in our own confciences whereby

hul’et"

weare j .
» ‘Tue emperors have always thought themfelves chicf-

. 1y obliged to obferve the.primitive rites, the folemn
funétions of which belong tothem alone,as hMa
nation : Thus they are emperors to govern, mafters to
teach, priefts to facrifice, and all this to the end that
the imperial majelty being humbled in the prefence of
his courty in the facrifices that he offers in the name
of the empire to the Lord of the univerfe, the majefly
of the Tupreme Being fhould Rill thine more refplens
dent, and that by this means no earthly fplendor might
be thought to equal his.

Fo hi, who is fuppofed to be contemporary with Pha-
legy was one of the heads of the colony which camgto
frrtlg in this part of the EaR, and who is acknowledg=
¢l to be the fuunder of the Chinefe monarchy; he had
nothisg more at heart than to give public marks of a
religions veneration for the fupreme Being ; he kept
in a domeftic park fix forts of animals to ferve as vic-
tims in his facrifices, which he folemnly offered twice
a year at the two folflices, at which time the tribunals
left off bulinefs, and the fhops were fhut up, nor was
it permitted on thefe days to undertake any long jours
neyy they were to think of nothing elfe but joinimg
with the prince to honour Chang ti: The book inits
led Li ki, calls thefe folemnities the feftivala of gratis
tude to Tien,

CHiN nong, who fuceeeded Fo hi, was not content
with thefe two facrifices alone, he appointed two others:
at the equinoxes, that in the fpring to implore a blef
fing on the fruir of the carth, that in the autumn afrer
the harvell was over, to offer the firft fruits to Chang
ti; and 23 Fo i had fed fix forts of animals for facris
Gce, Chin nong, through a prudent em:latiqn. cultis
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 vated: the ficlds with his oﬁhﬂ‘@
corn and the fruit at the fame facrifices, .

Hoang ti, who afcended the throne jﬁtfk di
of Chin nong, had greaterg@eal than his predeceflo
for™Sagging left bad weather (hould hinder him £
making the ufual facrifices in the open air, he bu
2 ﬁge temple, that facrifices might be offered

ns, and the people imllructed in the princi
dutics.

THE cmprefd Loui tfou, wife of Hoang ti, took u
on her the care of nourithing filkworms, and maki
filks fit for ornaments on thefe folemn oceafions : Wit
out the fouth gate was inclofed a large quantity of
sable land, from whence were gathered corn, rice a

fruits deligned for %griﬁcc; and withour t
north gate was asother great inclofure full of mulb
ry-trees, wherein were nourifhed abundance of fil
worms ; the fame day that the emperor 'm“ﬁt
the ground with the principal courtiers, the prine
went to hepmuolberiy-grove with the ladies of her cour
animating them by her example to make filks and ¢
braidery, which fhe fet apart for religious ufes.

Tue empire becoming ele@ive, none were raifed
the throne but the fons of kings diflinguithed for the
wifdom, or wile men who were aflociates in theg
yernment; the choice never fell but upon fuch as pe
formed the duties of religion with veneration: It is a
honour to the throne, as it is written in Chu kin
¢hat he whom Chang ti choofes to govern mankin(
#hould reprefent his virtugs upon earth, and be his mol
perfed image. .

. Tris motive alone caufed Hoang ti to confent tha
his fon hould be fucceffor with the titde of Chao had
that is of young Fo hi, becaufe fromhis youthhehad beet

o I
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the M*‘ of the virtues of the firft founder
b of the ire, Tai hao fo hi. s

Tue Tequel made it appear that they were not de-
ceived in their choice; hg@increafed the pomp and fo-
Jemnity of the facrifice offered to Chang ti by haetfo-
nious concerts of mulic; hi¥ reign was peaceable and
quict except the laft part, which was difturbed by the
conipiracy of mnine tributary princes, who cndeavdd
to unhinge the religious worlhip and the government
of the flate, by deftroying that regular®ibordination e-
flablifhed by the fir kings.

To the feae of Chang ti they were defirous of fub-
flituting the fear of {pirits, and fo had rrcasrfc to mas
gic and enchantments; they pretended to difturb hou-
fes with malignant fpill'* and terrificd thz pe%z
with their delufions: people afiembling in the
temple on the folemn days that the emperor facriffced,
mzd?t refound with their clamours, tumu!tuo.nﬂy re-
quiring that fcrifice fhuuld likewife be offered to thefe
fpirits. - .

THE next emperor beganyby extirpating-the race of
the nine enchanters, who were the principal authors
of the tumule; he uppedf®d the minds of the people,
and re-eflablithed order i the facrifices.

Having refle@ed on the inconveniencesal affema
bling an altive murmusing people in the fame plage
where the egperor facwificed, he feparated the place of
infiruion from that of facrifices, and eftubliihed two
great Mandarines as prefidents, chooling them from a-
mong the fons of the dec emperor, oné of whom
was tq look after the ceremonial, and the éther took
care of the inftruftions of the people.

He likewife regulated the choice of the viftims,
and took care that they fhould not be lame or defees
tive, that they thould be of the fume forc of animals

.
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appointed by Fo bi, as likewife -*..
lour agreeable to the four feafons wherein
fices were made; m aword he reguhted th
fize.

“‘kﬁ" nephew of Fchtlgl hio, was raifed to th
throne by the fufirages of¥ll degrees in ghe kingdo

he did notapply lefs than his uncle to the worlhi

g tiy and 1o the religious obfervation of the ¢
remonies: It is fuid io the annals of this prince th
the emprefs Yull kiang, who was barren, accompan
ing the emperor to a folemn facrifice, prayed to Chan
ti for childrenwith fo much fervency thae fhe conceiv
ed “almoft at the fame time, and ren months afte
brought into the woild a fon called Heou thie, who w

rogenitor of a gloriouggpolteriry, and famous fo
d.“zt number of emperor bich his family yielde
to China. .

Tasxe is room for wonder that fo prudent a pgince!
as T ko did got choofe lor fuccellor neither tbu!in-
culous infanly nor Yao, which he had by his fecond
queen, nor Ki lie fon of the third queen, and that he
fhould prefer to thele young princes, already fo worthy
omaccount of theig virtues, M8 other fon named Tchi,
whom he had by his fourth qteen, in whom there was
no qualitpaworthy of the throne; but he did not reign
very Iong.

It is faid in the book, intitled Chang kicn, that the
providence of Chang ti watched over the welfare of the
ftate, and that by his appointment the unanimous {uf-
frages of the people 'dcpaf‘lhis wicked prince, to place
the virtuons Yao in his room, who joined the quality
of legiflator 1o that of emperor, and became a puitern
for all fucceeding princes,

*In the Gistieth year of his reign the people being
greatly multiplied, and the besutiful plains quite co-
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*ﬁppfed by fome to be the remaine
¢ univerfal deluge, the great Yu applicd him-
ain off the waters into the fea, to level the
equality of the felds, @nd divide them among the
ople.

NINE ymlfter this great emperor thought nf tak-
ng an affociate in the ernp:re, and appoint him 1o be
is (ucceffor. ¢ I perceive no merit in my nine'fous,
¢ faid he to his minifters, and therelors find out a man,
¢ no matter of what family, provided ke is truly wile .
¢ and fteadily virtnous.”

Taey mentioned to him a young man who lived in
he country, called Chun, who had been ill uléd by his
arents and relations, and bore their injurious treats
rent with mildnefs and patience, and this magghe
mperor approved of.

WHEN he was in pofieflion of the throne he applied
imfelf firft of all to pay his folemn homage to Chang
y after which he enalted wife laws, on which thego-
ernment of the empire is founded ; hedereared Man-
arines, and gave excellent precepts upon the five prin=
ipal duties of the king aud the fubject, father and
hildren, husband and wife, elder and younger, and of
iends among themfelves 3 infomuch that, from the
reatelt to the fmalleft, every one immedigtely knew
hether he ought to command or obey.

His example gave great weight to his precepts, for
ben all perfons faw his reipeétful fubmiflion to Yao,
hom bhe looked upon as his father and mafter, they
ere all inglined to pat in uecution fuch wife infli=
uticns,

Yao died twenty-cight years after the adoption of
hun, and the forrow for the lofs of fo great a prince
as univerfals Chun now reigning alone, divided the
among {everal wile men of huown capacicyy afe
Vor. L. G
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ter the example of Yao: he chole uom his
own family, but appointed the fage Yu, who hd the
general approbation.

Yu the Great did not forget a duty which he be.
liev@é-utq be of the higheft nature, for the worﬂnp of
Chang ti was never more obferved than in his reign;
he even attempted to prevent the negligence which
might cool the zeal of pofterity, for which reafon he
eftablithed Mandarines at court, and in the provinces,
as -fo many fages, whofe bufinefs was 1 reprefent to
the emperors their obligation to worlhip Chang ti,
and to .give them, when it was neceflary, ufcful in.
ftruétions concerning the praflice of the nine royal
virtues.

In the reign of Tching tang feven years’ famine
havmg reduced the people to the greateft mifery, the
emperor had offered feveral facrifices to appeafe the
wrath of heaven without fuccefs, he therefore refulved
to offer bimfelf as a victim to appealc the anger of
Tien ; he divefted himfclf of his imperial enfigns, and
went with the grandees of the court to a mountain
fome diftance from the city, where with a bare head
and naked feet, in.the pofture of a criminal, he pro-
firated him(clf nine times before the fupreme Lord of
the univerfe.

“ Lorn (faid he)all the facrifices that I have offer-
“ ed to implore thy clemency have been in vain, and
¢ therefore it 15 doubtlefs 1 myfelf that have drawn
¢ down fo many miferics on my people : Dare I afk
“ awhat my fault is? Is itthe magnificence of my pa-
¢ lace, the delicacies of my table, or is it the number
“ of my concubines, which howcver the laws allow
 me? I am defirous of repairing all thefe faults by
% modefly, frugality and temperance ; ‘d if this is
. ¢ pot fuflicicat I offer myfelf a vikim to juftice, let
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« megmﬁed, but my prople fpared; I thall bhe
« contented that the thunderbolt be aimed ac my
«t head, if at the fame time the rain falls upon the
« plains, that there may be a remedy for th:'ykri:a
¢« of the empire.” His prayers were heard the nir
was darkened with clouds, relrelhing thowers watered
the earth, and afterwards produced a plentiful harveft,
Frowm thefe inftances it appears that, from the foun=
dation of the empire by Fo bi, the fupreme Being was
commonly known by the name of Chang 1i and Tien,
who was the objeét of public worfkip, and as it were
the foul and primum mgbile of the government of the
nation 3 that the fupreme Being was feared, honoured,
reverenced, and this not only by the people, but by
the grandees of the empire, and the emperors them-
felves; and it will be fulficient to fay that, accord-
ing to the aflertions of the canonical books, the Chi-
nefe nation for the fpace of two thoufand years ace
knowledged, reverenced, and honoured with facrie
fices a fupreme Being, and fovereign Lord of the ue
niverfe.
1¥ the ancient teachers of the Chinefe doérine are
compared with the heathen fages, there will appear a
great difference between them, for the latter only
taught virtue to give themfelves a fuperiodity over the
refl of mankind ; befides they dogmatized in fo haugh-
ty and oftentatious a manner, that it was plain they
fought lefs the difcovery of truth than to difplay their
own talents; while on the other hand the teachers of
the doétrine, inculcated in the canonical books, were
emperors and prime minifters, wholc virtue gave great
weight to their inftru@ions, who oblerved themlcives
the fame laws which they impofed upon others, angd
conveyed theinmoral doétrine without the (ubtilties
and fophifms fo commonly ufed by others.
Gz
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It would be doubtlefs an injury to anclg Chi-
nefe, who Tollowed the law of nature, which théy re-
ceived from their fathers, to tax them with irreligion,
becankg they had not a knowledge of the Divinity fo
clear and diftin&t as the Chriftian world; this would
be to require too much of thefe people, who conld
not: be inftru€led, as we are, with the precepts of the
gofpel. : "

IT istrue that though the cauonical books often ex-
hort men to fear Tien, and though they place the fouls
of virtuous men near Chang ti, yet it does not appear |
that they have fpoken clearly of the panifiments in
the life to come; in Jike manner though they affirm
that the fupreme Beipvg created all things, yet they
have'not treated it fo diflinétly as to judge whether
they mean a true creation, a produétion of all things
out of nothing ; but though they are filent with rela-
tion to this, they have not affirmed it to be a thing
impoffible, nor, like certain Greck philofophers, affert
ihat the matter of the univerfe is erernal,

Tuaoven we likewife do not find that they have
treated explicitly concerning the ftate of the foul, but
have only confuled notions relating to this matter, yet
it cannot be doubted but they believe that fouls exift
when the body ceafes to a@ ; and they alfo believe the
certainty of apparitions, of which that rclated by Confu-
cius is an inftance.

Tu1s philofopher declared to his moft familiar dif-.
ciples, that for feveral years he had feen in a dream the
celebrated Tcheo kong, fon of Ven vang, to whom the
empitc was indebted for fo many excellent inftrudli-
ons; and it is obfervable that the Jearned Tchu ki, o
famous under the dynalty of Song, being afked if Con-
fucius fpoke of a dream or a true apparition, anfwered
without helitation, That he meant a true apparition ;
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however, hns had been dead fix handrad years
when he appcared onfucius,

Tea T which has contributed greatly to ‘the prefer=
vation of the religion of the carly ages in China is, that
there has'been o fupreme tribunal eRtablitheg. . fth foll
authority to condemn or fupprels any fuperftition that
may arife, which is called The tribunal of rites.

ﬂéms precaution of the Chinele would have been
ual, if the mind of man was not {v parrow and li-
uble to be feduced; the flrongeft dykes, being only the
work of men, cannot refilt very violent inundations;
but the reafon why the bedy of philefophers in Chiaa
have been idolaters contrary to their own conlciences,
is through fear of a people who were in love with idols,
and had oo much the afcendant in public affairs, in-
fomuch that the anticnt doftrine of the Chinefe has
found the tribunal that 1 jult meniioncd its only fup.
pert, and through the afliflance of ity decrecy has till
continued the prevailing fedl,

WraTever veneration the Chinefe narion bas had
o aty greate®t emperors, it has never paid adoration o
any bat the fupreme Being s and thoogh i has difeos
vered efizen and veaeration {ur the memary of geeat
men, who have diftinguithed themtlves by theiv vies
tucs and fervices, it has rather (liofen va preleeve their
toemory by tablets than by flatues,

Howevenr,the troubles whicl bappened in the eme
pirey the civil wars which divided it, and the corrup-
tien of manners, which became almoft genera!, were
very like to have fupprefled the antient doilrine, had
not Confucius revived it by giving fiefh reputation to
the antient books, efpecially to the Chu king, which
ke propofed asan exaél rule of manners.

L have already fpoken of the reputation acquired by
this philofopher, who is Ml looked vpon as the chicf
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_doctor of the empire, and yet in bis time arofe the fc&t
of Tao flee. * ~

Tue author of this fe@t came into the world about
two yeats before Confucius, and the dofrine that he
lauM.m agreeable on account of its novelty, and
howcwcr extravagant it might appear to reafonable men,
yet ‘it was countenanced by fome of the emperors,
and-a great number of other perfons, which gavc“rc-
putation,

Of the Set of the Tao ssE&.

AO KIUN is the name of the philofopher who
gave rift to this new {ed, and if you credit his
difciples, his birth was very extraordinary, he not com-
ing into the world 1ill forty years after his concepti-
vn ¢ His books are ftill exrant, but, as it is {uppofed,
much dc!’gui'cd by his followers, though there fiill re-
main maxins and fentiments worthy of a philofopher,
vpon moral virtue, the avoiding honours, the contempt
of riches, and the happy folickiude of a foul who raif
ing itlelf above terrcdliial things, belicves that it hasa
fufficiency in itlelf,

AMonc the fentences there is one that is often
repeated, efpecially when he fpeaks of the produttica
of the world : * Tao (fays he) or Reafon, hath produ-
© % ced ane, one hath produced two, two have produ-
# ced thiee, and three have produced all things.”

Tue morality of this philofopher and his difciples
is not unlike that of the Epicureans; it confills in a-
yoiding vehement defires and paflions capable of di-
flupbing the peace and wanguillity of the foul; and,
according to them, the attention of every wile man
ought to be, to pals bis life free from .l'clicil:udc and
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uncaflinefls, and to this end never to reflef on what is
pait, nor to be anxious of {urchmg into futurity.

Tasey affirm that to give one’s (elf up to ruffling care,
to be buficd about great projects, to follow tht dictates
of ambition, avarice, and other paflions, is labom‘
more for polterity than ourfelves, and that it is mad-
nels to purchafe the happinefs of others at the expence
of aur own repofe and pleafure ; that with relpeét to
our own happinefs our purfuits after it thould be mo-
derate, and our defires not too violent, becaule what-
ever we ook upon as our happinefs ceafes to be fo
if it-is accompanied with trouble, diftalte, or inquie-
tude, and if the peace of the foul is never fo liule die
furbed. ‘

For this reafon tholc who belong to this (et affelt
a calm which fufpends, as they fay, all the functions
of the foul; and as this tranquillity muft needs be di-
flurbed by the thoughts of death, they boxt of in-
venting a liquor that has the power of rendering them
immortal : They are addi&led to chymiltry and fearch
after the philofopher’s ftone; they are likewife fond of
magic, and are perfuaded that by the aflillance of the
demons they invoke they can fucceed in their de-
fes.

Trag hope of avoiding death prevailed upon a great
number of the Mandarines to ftudy this diabolical art §
the women efpecially being naturally curious, and ex-
ceeding fond of life, purfued thefe extravagancies
with cagerncls ; at length certain credulous and fuper-
ftitious emperors brought this impious doflrine in
vogue, and greatly multiplied the number of its fole
lowers.

Tue emperor Thin chi hoang ti, an inveterate ene-
ny to learnipg and learned men, was perfuaded by
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thefe iﬁpd&ondm they hd lﬂnﬂym-ﬁl Tliquor
of immortality, which was called Tchang feng yo.

Vou ti, the fixth emperor of the dynafty of Han,
was whofly addicted to the ftudy of magical books un-
der a 18ader of this feéts a great' number of thefe pre-
tended doCtors flocked to court at this time, who were
fumous-for the magic arts, and this prinee loling one
of his queens that he doated on to diftraétion, and be-
ing inconlolable for her lofs, one of thefe impoftors,
by his inchantments, canled the decealed queen to ap-
pear belore the emperor, at which he was furprifed and
terrified, and by this means more firongly attached to
the impictics of this fe€t : He feveral times drank the
liquor of immortality, but at laft perceived that he was
#s mortal as ever, and being ready to expire, lamented
too late his fond credality.

- Tue vew feét {ulfered no prejudice on account of
the emperor’s death, for it found protectors among the
princes of the fume dynafty; two of their moft famous
doftors were authorifed to propagate the worthip paid
to 2 demon in a great number of temples already ereéd-
ed through the empire ; thefe falfe do&tors difiribured
in all places the fmall images that reprefented the

+ eroud of {pirits and men that they had ranked among
their gods, and fold them ac a high price.

‘['11s foperflition increafed in fuch a manner, under
the emperors of the dypafly of Tang, that they gave
the miniflers of this et the honourable title of Tien
fie€, thut is, Heavenly Doclors; the founder of this
line ercdled 3 fuperh vemple to Lao kiun, and Hiven
tong, the fixth emperor of the fame dynafty, caufed
bis ftatue to be carried in a pompous manner into the
palace.

T fucceffors of the head of this fed #re always bo-
noured with the dignity of chicf Mandarines, aad they
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they bave a magnificent palace : A great ncourfe’of
people flock thither from the neighbouring provinces
to get proper remedies for their difeafes, or to deasn
their deftiny, and what is to happen in the remainder
of their lives, when they reccive of the Tien Gtéha
billet flled awith magical characlers, and go away wall
fatished, ut comphining of the fum they pay for:
-this fingular favour, ,

Bor it was chicfly under the government of the -
Song that the doctors of this fc€t were greatly Rrength- |
encd ; Tchin tfong the third emperor of this dynafly
was ridiculoufly led away with their tricks and forge=
ries; thele impoltois, during a dark night, had bung
up a book on the principal gate of the imperial. city, .
filled with charaers and magical forms of invoking de=
mons, and gave out that this book waa fallen from
heaven; the credulous prince, with great veneration,
went on foot to fetch ity and after receiving it with
deep humility, carried it triumphantly into the pulace,
and enclofed it in a gold box, where it was carefully
preferved,.

Tuese Tao "€ were the perfons who introdused |
into the empire the multitude of fpirits till then  wne.
known, whom they revered as deities independent of
the fupreme Being, and to whom they guve the name «
of Chang ti ; they even deified fome of the anticnt kingty .
and paid them divine homage. )

Tias aboninable fcét in time becatho Rill more o~ -,
thidable by the proteition of the princes, and by the -
pallions of the grandees, whom it flactered, and by the <
dmpreflions of wonder or terror that it inade upon the =
minds of the people.

THE coypacls of their miniflers with demons, the -
W shey caft, the furprifing clfeils d.thﬂqlnﬂ
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gical arts infgtuated the minds of the multitude, and
they are fill exttemely prejudiced in their favouu|
‘thefe impoflors are generally called to heal difeafes, and
drive away demons.

Taey dacrifice 1o this {pirit of darknefs three forts
‘of vi€tims, a hog, a fith, and a bird; they drive a
flake in the earth as a fort of charm, and trace upon
paper odd fort of figures, accompanying the ftroke
of their pencil with horrible grimaces and frightful
erice.

SomeTIMES a great namber of profligate fellows
are fold to thefe minifiers ol imquity, who follow the.
trade of divination ; though they never have feen the
pexfon before who conlules them, they tell his name and
all the circumflances of his family, where his houfe
flands, how many children he has, their names and
age, and a bundred other particulars which are fliange-

by furpriding to weak aud eredulous minds, fuch as the
wulgar are among the Chincfe.

* Sowx ol thefe conjurers, after they have made their
imvoeations, caufe the figures of the chiei of their fcét,
and their idols to appear in the air;y tormerly they
L make a- pencil wiite of itfelf without any body
Mcllmg it, and that which was written upon paper
or fand, was the anfwer which they defired, or ehe thcy
ﬂqp{d-cmﬁ: all the people oi the houle pais in review

in .2 lasge vellel of waicr, and there they thew the
:h&. that fhall happ-n mn the empire, and the ima-

ginary dignitics 10 which they fhall be raifed who em= |
brace their fect ; in fhort they pronounce myllerlon '

words without meaning, and place charms in houfes
and on men's perfons: Nothing being more common
than to hear thele fort of flories, it is very hh:ly that
- *: greatelt pait are only illufions, but jt is not cres
#Mmut&&. for these are in. mu'

|
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demons.

THE tlunkmg people amung the Chinefe laugh at
thefe ftories as fo many. fictions. '

Of the Se&t of Fo, or Foe.

OR ce of two hundred and feventy years:

the emperors of the dynalty of Han poflelled the

imperial throne, and about fixty-five years from the

birth of Chrilt the emperor Ming ti introduced a new:

fe€l into China ftill more dangerous than the form
and has made a much more rapid progrefs.

Turs prince happened to dream one night, and a-
mong other things there occurred to his mind a fen«
tence which Confucius often repeated, viz. ** That
* the Molt Holy was to be found in the Weft 3" up-
on this he fent ambaffadors into the Indies to difcover
who this faint was, and to feek for the true law which
he there tavght; the ambafladors fuppofed they had
found him among the worlhippers of the Idol Fo or
Foé, and they tranfported this idol into China, and-
~ with it the fables wherewith the Indian boo 3
filled. >

Tais contaginn. which began in the court, foon
got ground in the provinces, and has fpread throughll.
the cmpire, wherein magic and impiety MM
made too great havoe.

It is hard to fay in what-part of the Indics thil idal
was, and if the extraordinary things that its difciples
relare of it are not fo miany fables purpofcly invented,
one would be apt to believe, with St. Francie Xavier, .

that he was,rather a-demon ¢ ordinary man;
Trey relate that he was that part of the Ie=
MM call M tien cho, - that bis «
G.‘l

.



ther was ca ye,aﬂddlodfoonlfcerhcm
iﬁm;’iih!n- fhe coniceived fhe almoft conftantly dream-
“ed that fhe had f{wallowed an elephant, and hence a-
llfe;he homours that the kings of the Indies pay to
. tjme elephants, and often make war to peffellion
“of this animal, :
ualn:lu.r (fay they) was this monfter ted from
ﬁlmothcr, but he food upright and walked feven pa-
€csy pointing with ooe hand to the heaven, and the o-
ther to the earth ; nay he likewife fpoke and pronoun-
‘eed diftinclly thefe following words, ** There is none
% but myfelf in the heaven or on the carth that oughe
%% to be adored.”
| wAr the age of feventeen he married three wives, and
Mr;ﬂm ealled by the Chinefe Mo heon log ar the
2 nineteen he forfook his wives, and all earthly
m to retire into a {olitary place, and put himfelf
under ﬁleguuimcc of four philofophers called by the
3 Joghi; at thirty be was wholly infpired by the
'ﬂbimm and became Fo or pagod, as the Indians call
- himg looking uwpen himfelf as a god ; he then applied
wholly to propagate his dorines, the devil
s helping him out at a dead lilt, for by his affif-
2 ‘be did the molt wonderful things, and by the no-
lw of his miracies filled the people with dread, and
{* himfell great wencration 3 the Chinefe have

thefe prodigics in [cveral large volumes, and

wml them in feveral cuts,
- w0y is lcarcely credible bow many-difciples this chie

merical gol guined, for they reckon eighty thoufand
who were buly in infccling ail the Ealt with impious

| tenets; the Ch 1 them Ho chang;. the Tarars,
Rames; ﬁﬂn‘%&l 3 the Japanefe, or ra-
me t lu-g*p-;

\ ".4.& : —"_ 3 1 ‘_‘_ .




s,.rampu IR o of gréater .hrhnam;h'
to rank and diguity, who publi Wtc thoufand vu:
lumes in honour of their mafter,

However this new god found himf{elf mortal ag
well as the reft of mankind, for at the age of feventy=

nine the weakpefs of his body gave liim notice of his |
appreachi » and then to crown all kis impieties

he broache venom of atheifm.

HE declared to his difciples that till that momene
ke had made ufe of nothing but parables, that his difs
courfes were fo many erfigmas, and that for more than
forty years he had concealed the truth under figurative
and mewaphorical expreflions, but being about to leave
them he would communicate his true fentiments, and
reveal the myftery of his do@rine: * Learn then (fidy
% he to them) that the principle of all things is emp='
“ tincis and nothing ; from nothing all things proceeds
“ ed, and into nething all will return, and that is the
“ end of all our hepes;” but bis difciples adhered én=
Iy ta his firlt words, and their doélrine is direclly op=
polite to atheifm.

However, the lalt words of this impoftor laid
foundation of that celebrated diltinétion, which is#
in his do€trine into exterior and interior, of wh ,
fhall fpeak hereafter: His difciples did not fiil wo.dif=
perle a great number of fables after hiy death, and eas
Gily perivaded a Gmple and credulous people th
mafter Lad been born eight choufanditimes, t
foul bad foccellively pailed rhroug flcrent nmrrnb,

“and chat he bad appeared in the figure of an ape, l
dragon, sn clephant, &e,

Tuys was vhainly done with a defign to cfhbliﬂ:ﬂlt
worlhip of this pretended grd und flngc of vari=
ous animals, and in reality

d’uﬂ&‘h“d&wﬂdu mnm.



"were worlhipped in feveral places ; the Chinefe them
felves built feveral temples to all forts of idols, and the
multiplied exceedingly throughout the empire.

AMONG the great number of difciples that this chi
merical deiry made, there was one more dear to hin
than all the reft, to whom he trufted his greateft fe

. gretsy and charged him more particul..'pmpagat
bis do&rine; he was called Moo kia y ¢ comman
ded bim not to amule himfelf with bringing proof
and tedious arguments to fupport his doctrine, but t
puty in a plain manner, at the bead of his works whi
he fhould publifh, thefe words, “ 1t is thus that 1 hav
4 Jearned ™

Tuis Fo fpesks, in one of his bocks, of a malfle

_ mote ancent than him(elf, called by the Chinefe, O
40, whom the Japanele, by corruption of the languag

“have termed Amida; it was in the kingdom of Beng

_ #bac this other menfler appeared, and the bonzes pr

“ltebd that he attained to fuch great fanctity, and ha
fuch grear merit, that it is fufficient at prefent to i
woke him to obtain pardon for the greateft of crimes

this account the Chinefe of this fect are heard co
ly to pronounce theie two names, O mi to, F
think that the invccation of thefe pretended de

" ties purifies them in fuch a manner that they may a
- gerwards give a loofe to all their paflions, being pe

d that it will coft them nothing but an invecatic
te thei enormous crimes,

‘. Tee i s of Fo, when he was dying, ga
#ife 10 a fofk of atheifts, but the greareil part of i
bonzes could not lay afide the prejudices of their edu

“eation, &nd fo perfevered in the firft errors their ma

h:& v
+ Tueks who endesvoured at a reconci




trine, and the other the interior; the fislt was more
fuitable to the capacity of the people, and prepared
their mimds to receive the fecond, which was fuirable
to none but elevated minds, and the bertter to convey
their thoughts they made ufe of the follo®ing exe
ampie .
lug e doflrine, fay they, is with relation to
the interior What the frame is with refpeét to the arch
that is built uponit; for the frame is only neceffuy
to tupport the ftones while the arch is building, but
as foon as it is fini(hed it becomes ufelefs, and they
gake 1t to pieces; inthe fame manner the exterior dogs
teine is laid afide as foon as the interior is embraced.
W Har then is the exterior do@rine which corntains
the principles of the morulity of the bonzes, which
they are very careful to inforce? lhey fay thereis great
difference between good and evil 3 that after death
there will be rewards for thofe that have done well,
aud punithments for thofe that have done evil ; that
there are places appointed for the fouls of both, where=
in they are fixed according to their defert; that the god
Fo.was born to fave mankind, and to direét thofe
the way of falvation who had ftrayed from ir; thm
was he who expiated their fGins, and procured the
3 happy birth in the other world ; and there are five
precepts to be obferved, the firft is, not to kill any live
ing creature: the fecond is, not to take what
to others ; the third prohibits imp the foum
ing and the fifth drinking of wine. '
Bur efpecially they mult not be wanting to certain
charitable works which they preferibe : Ufe the bonzes
well, fay they, and furnith them with the neceflaries
of lifc; build their monalteries imrp that by
‘their prayerg aud the penances ey for
th you may be Isml'ﬁaa..:h
o U s



punifiments thar 2re due. At the funeral obfequics.
of your relations burn gilt and filver papery and gar-
ments made of and this in the other waorld fhall
be changed into gold, fiiver, and real habirs: By this
mneans your depurted relanions will want nething that
is necellary, and will have wherewith to reconcile the
eighteen puardians of the infernal re ‘who would
B¢ inexcrable without thefe biibes, and¥f you siegl &
thefe commands you muft expect nothing after death
but to become a prey to the moft cruel torments, and
your foul, bya long fuccefion of tranfmigrations, fhall
pufs into the vileft animals, and you thall appear again
in the form of a mule, a horfe, a dog, a rat, or f@mic
other creature fill more contem prible.
“# Jx is bard to conceive what an influence the dread
“of thefe chimeras has over the minds of the credulous
l,‘}.aml fuperflitious Chincle ; this will appear in a better
light from a Rory that was related by F. le Comjte,
‘and which happened to himfelf when he lived in the
province of Chen fi.
I~ % Tuey called me one day to baptize a fick perfon,
M who was an old man of feventy, and lived upon a
all penfion given him by the emperor: When I
g ed his room, he faid, 1 am obliged to you, my
#¢futber, that you are going to deliver me from a hea-
% vy punithment: That is not all, replied I, baprifm
. enly delivers perfons from hell, but conduéls
' 'm ol bleficdnefs. I do not comprehend,
@ replied the perfen, what it is you fay, and pes-
% haps T have not fuficiently explained myfelf; yon
ﬂ'\mw that for fome time I have lived on the empe- |
Yo rars hllﬂdm. and the borzes, who are well in-
- palics in the uext awverld, have al-
- (uredime of gratitude 1 fhould be obliged
M 1 fenve ‘death, and thar my bll-u@.flr

- 4 - -
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fallibly pafs into a poﬂ-hud‘e 10 carry rh@atches out
of the provinces to court: For this reafor they exs
hort me to perform’ my duty well, when I fhall
have affumed my new being, and to take care not
to ftumble, nor wince, nor bite, nor hurt arsy body 3
befides, they direct me to travel well, to eat little,
to be patient, and by that means move the compaf=
fion of the deitics, who often convert a good beaft
into 2 man of quality, and make him a confiderable
Mandarine: 1 own, father, that this thought makes
me fhudder, and I cannot think on it without trem=
bling. ldream of it every night, and fometimes when
am alleep I think myfelf harneffed, and ready to
et out at the fir firoke of the rider; I then wake
in a {fweat, and under great concern, not being able
to determine whether I am a man or a horfe; but
alas! what will become of me when I fhall bea
horfe in reality? This then, my father, is the refolus
tion that Iam come to: They fay that thofe of your
religion are not fubjedt 'to thefe miferies, that men
continue to be men, and fhall be the fame in the
next world as they are in this: 1 befeech you to re-
ceive me among you 3 1 know that your religions
hard to be obferved, but if it was {till mere difficule™
I am ready to embrace it, and whatever it colt
me I had rather be a Chriftian than become a beafts
| "This dilcourfc and the prefent condition of the llE
“ perfon escited my compaffion, but reflefling

“ wards that God makes ufe of fimplicity and igno-
“ rance o lead men o the truth, 1 took ocealion to
" undeceive him in his errors, and to direft him in
“ the way of falvation ; I gave him inftroctions a long
“ time, and atJength he believed, and I bhad the con=
“ falstion 10 ieehmdumonlrvnh 1t

»
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4 onal fenriments, but with all the marks of a good
“ Chriftian.” '
. It is eafy.to fee that xf the"Chinefe are the dupes of
a dodtrine fo abfurd and ridiculous as the tranfmigna-
tion ofe fouls, the bonzes, who propagate it with fp
much zeal, draw no fmall advantage from it s Itis ex.
ceeding ufeful to fupport all their deceitful tricks by
which they gain fo many charitable contributions, and
enlarge their revenues; having their extrallion from the
dregs of the people, and being maintained from their
infancy in an idle profefion, they find this doQrine
proper to authorife the artifices that they make ufe of
to excite the liberality of the people. -
ONE may judge of this the better from the follow-
ding relation of F. le Compte.
# Two of thefe bonzes, faid he, one day perceir-
% ing in the court of a rich peafant rwo or three large
* ducks profirating themflelves before the door, began
% to figh and weep bitterly; the good woman who
% peiceived them {rom ber chamber, came out to learn
¢ the reafon of their gricf: We kaow, faid they, that
“ the fouls of our fathers have paficd into the bodies of
o €€ thefe creatures, and the fear we are under that you
ﬁ' fhould kill them will certainly make ps die with
“ grief. I own, faid the woman, thut we were de-
& termined 1o fell them, but fince they are your pa-
M gemts 1 promife 1o keep them.”

18 was not what the bonzes wanted, and there-
fore they added, * Peihaps your husband will not be
¥ [o charitable as yowifelf, and you may reft affured
¢ that it will be fatal to us if any accident bapens to
5 them.

# Ix fhort, after a great deal of difgourfe, the good
“ womaltwas fo moved with their fegming gricf that
% fhe gave them the ducks to take care of, which they

&
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¢ took very refpe@iully after twenty feveral proteftatie
ons, and the felf fame evening made a feaft of them
¢ for their little fociety.”

Tuesk fort of people are difperfed throughout the

mpire, and are brought up to this trade fromgheir in=
ancy: Thele wretches, to preferve their fe&, purchafe
hildren of feven or eight years old, of which they
ake young bonzes, inltruting them in their myftes
ies fifteen or twenty years ; but they are generally ves
y ignorant, and there are very few that underftind the
oftrines of their own fect.
AvrL the bonzes are not equally honourable, for they
 of different degrees, (ome are employed in colleé=
'n'ﬁalms, others, bur their number is fmall, have gain-
the knowledge of books, and fpeak politely, and
heir bufinefs is to vifit the learned, and to infinuate
hemfelves into the good graces of the Mandarinesy
there are likewife among them venerable old men, who
prefide over the affemblies of women, but thefe affems
blies are uncommon, and not ufed in many places,

THouGH the bonzes have not a regular hicrarchy,
yet they have their (uperiors, whom they call Ta ho
chang, that is great bonzes, and this rank to which they
are raifed greatly adds to the reputation which they
bave acquired by their age, gravity, mecknels and hy«
pocrify.  There are in all places monafterics of thefe
bonzes, but they are not all equally frequented by a
concourle of people.

THERE arc in every province certain mountains
wherein there are idol-temples, which have greater
credit than the rclt; they go very far in pilgrimage
to thele temples, and the pilgrims when they are at
the foot of the mountain, kneel down and proftrate
themfclves at ‘gvery ftep they take in afcemding up:
Thole whe n:o; goon pilgrimage defice f.;.!:ﬂ of theic
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friends to ptm:lnfc a large printed fheet, marked wi
a certain coin by the bonzes: In the middle of i
fheet is the figure of the god Fo, and upon his ga
ment and round about a great number of fmall circies
the devptees bawe hung on his neck and round
arm a fort of bracelet, compoled of a hundred midde
fized beads and eight large ones ; on the top is a larg
bead in the fhape of a {nufl-box ; when they roll the
beads upon their fingers they pronounce thefe mylteri
ous words, O mi to, Fo, the ignification of which the
themfelves do not undeiftand. They make above
hundred genuflexions, after which they draw onc«
thefe red circles upon a fheet of paper.

Trer invite the bonzes, from time totime, to com:
to the temple to pray, aud to feal and make authenn
the number of circles which they have drawn ; they
carry them in a pompous manner to funerals in a liul
box fealed up by the bonzes; this they call Lou in
that is, 2 paffporr for rravelling from 1his life to the
next ¢ ‘This pafipert is not granted for nothing, for
generally ccfte feveral taels 3 bury foy they, there ovg!
20 be no complaint of this (xpence, bocaufe they ar
_ fure of a happy voyage.

Auonc the temples of thefe falic gods there are
feveral famous for the beauty and mugniEcence of theic
fruture, and for the firange fhapes of their idols;
there are fome fo monitrous that the poor Chinele, s
foon as they fee them, fall profirure on the carth, and
beat their forchead feveral times againfl it out of fear
and dread : as the bonzes have no other view than

¢ money, and as whatever thicir reputation may be,

ey are in reglity nothing but a colletion of the dregs
ofthc empirej they are well acquainted with the art
of before every body 3 they ale@ a mildgeds,
<om ce, bumility, and 3 modefly which decelve

-
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+ firft Gght: The ébmefe, ‘who penetrate, no farther
n the outfide, take them for fo many faints, efpe-'
lly when to this outfide (hew they join rigorous fa-

Lng, and rifing feveral rimes in a ni “to worthip Fo,

nd feem to facrifice themfelves in f0fme fort® for the

whlic @Dd
WiTH a defign to appear very deferving among the

vlgar : and to gain a compalfion which excites their Ii-
erality, they expole themfelves publicly in the ftrects
then they underge their {evere penances; fome will
ilten their neck and feet to thick chains above thirry
st long, which they drag along the freer witha
reat deal of painj; they ftop at the door of every
joufe, and fay, You fee how much it colls us to ex=
iate your crimes, cannot you aiford us fome trifling
ims?

You fee others in the crofs-fireets, and moft fre=
uented places, who make themlelves all over blood by
wating their heads with all their might againft a great
tone; but among thefe fort of penances there is none
nore furprifing than that of a young bonze, which is
clated by F. le Compte in the following manner :
¢ I met one day in the middle of 4 village a young
bififk bonze, who was mild, modeft, and very likely'
to fucceed in alking charity; he flood upright in 2
elofe chuir ftuck all over on the infide with the (harp
points of nails, in foch a manner that he could
not ftir without being wounded ; two men that were
hired carried him very flowly into the houfes, where
* he befought the people to have compaflion on him.

I am, faid he, thur up in this chair for the
“ good of your fouls, and am refolved never to go out
* ull all the pails are bought, [and they were above
“ wwo thoufands) every nail is worth fxpence; ang
“ there is net one of them but whae will become a

-
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“ fource of happinefs in your houfes; if you buy
“ ny you will perform an aél of heroic virtue,
. ‘Em will give an alms not to the bonzes but
“ the god Fo, '% whofe honour we defign to build
 templhe.

¢ [ then pafled near the place where he was, and
¢ foon as the bonze faw me he made me the fa
¢ complimentas the reft. I told bim he was very
“ happy to give himfell fuch ufelefs torment in thi
“ world, and I counfelled him to leave his prifon, an
¢ gotothe temple of the true God to be inftruéted i
¢ heavenly truths, and to fubmit to a penance lefs
*¢ vere and more falutary. .

“ He replied very mildly, and without the leaft ¢
¢ motion, that he was obliged to me for my advice
“ but his obligation would be greater if 1 would bu
¢ a dozen of his nails, which would certainly make m
¢ fortypate in my journey.

“ Hewe, faid he turning himfelf on one fide, tak
¢ thefe, which upon the faith of a bonze are the be
“ in my chair, becaufe they give me the leall pain
£ however, they are all the fame price : He pronoun
“ ced thefe words with an air and action, which on a
“ ny other occafion would have made me laughggbu
“ then it excited my compallion.”

Tre {fame motive of getting alms caufes thefe bon
zes fo conftanty to make vilits to all perfons, as we!
pooras rich ; they go in what number are defired, an
flay as long ag they will, and when there are affem
blies of women, which is uncommon unlefs in fom
places, they bring with them a grand bonze, who is di
Ringuithed from the reft by the place that be takes, b
the réfpelt the other bonzes pay bim, and by his ha
bit, which is different from thofe of the other

Tusss affemblics of the ladies are a good reven




Y T e
: ﬂﬂsgzat.ﬁqu:n;mn 167

for the bonzes, for there are in every city feveral focie~
ties of ten, fifteen, twenty women more or Yefs: They

sre commonly of a good family, and advanced in years,

o clle widows, and confequently have. money to dif«
pofe of : They are fuperiors of the fociety in theirturns =
for one year,and it is generally at the fuperior’s houfe
that the allemblies are held, and that every thing may

be done in order they all contribute a certain fum of
money for common expences.

Tue day on which the affembly is held comes a
bonze, pretty well advanced in years, whois prefident,
and hings anthems to Fo: The devotees enter into the
concert, «ml after they have feveral times cried O mi to,
Fo, and beaten very heartily (ome finall kettles, they
fr at the table and regale themfelves ; but this is the
ordinary ceremony.

Ox the mare (lemn days they adorn the houfe with
{everal idols pliced in order by the bonzes, and with
feveral grotefque paintings, which reprefent in divers
manners the torments of hell; the prayers and feafts
Lift for feven days; the grand bonze is allifted by fe-
[veral other bonzes, who join in the concert.

DuriNG thefe feven days cheir principal care is to *
'prepare and coniecrate treaiures for the other world:
To this purpofe they build an apartment with papes,
painted and gilt, containing every part of a perfedt
houfe; they fill this lictle houfe with a great number
of piftcboard-boxes painted and varnithed ; in thefe
boxes are ing~ts of gold and filver, or to fpeak more
praperly, of gilt paper, of which there are feveral hun-
dreds, defigned to redeem them from the dreadful pu-
nifhments that the king of the infernal regions inflicts
on thofe who have nothing to give him; they put a
feore by them{¢lves to bribe the officers of the tribu-
nal of this king’ of fhadows; the reff, as well asithe.
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houfe, is for lodgiuq, boarding andl buying fome nﬁq
in,the other ‘world; ‘they (hut up all thefe little boxes
with padlockl of paper, then they fhut the doors of the
paper houle, and guard it carefully with Jocks.

Waey the pesfon, who bas been at this expence,
‘bq:pcns to die, they burn the houfe fifftin a very fe.
rious manner, then they burn the keys of the houfs,
and of the littlz chefls, that e may hc able to open
thcm and take out the gold and filver, for they belicve
the gilt paper will be turned into fine flver and gold,
and fuppofe the king of the infernal regions [ Yen vang]
to be calily corrupted with this tempting metal.

Twis hope, juined to the oftentations thew, makes
fuch an impreflion upon the minds of thefe poor Chi-
nele, that nothing but an extraordinary miracle of grace
can undeccive them; in a word, the exercife of reli-
gion is peric&ly free, and they celebrate this kind of
fealts whenever they pleale, and you bhave nothing but
good whrds from all thefe impoftors, who promife long
life, great honours for your children, abundance of
riches in this world, and sbove ali things exquilfite
happinefs in the next: fuch are the extravagancics
Wherewith thefe impoftors amufe the eredulity of the
people; they have acquired fo great authority over
their minds that there are idols to be feen every where,
which the blind Chinefe invoke inceflantly, efpecially
in times of ficknefs, when they are to go any journey,
or when theyate in danger.

In the voyage which F. Fontaney made from Siam
to China in a Chinefe veflcl, he was an eye witnefsof all
their ceremonies, as ridiculous as fuperititions Th
had, fays he, on the poop of their.veflel a fmall idol
quite black with the fmoke of a Jamp, which burnt
continually to his honour; before théy fat down to
_ diange they offered bim fome of the, vifluals defigned
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‘made of paper, ~to-the end that
being ewlﬂoj’_ in om-&mng chofe fmall boats he
might fpare their own,

Bu ify neswichRanding thele prc{'enu aﬂ'{.o?"onrrgs,
t!n wayes were violeatly agitated by the {piric, whichy
3 they believey governs them, th*y then burn a geéat
many feathers, | whole fmoke and fine’s taled the ainy
and they pretend by this means 1o lay the tempelt, anid
duve away the evil Jemon at a great diltance 5 bur ity
wai 3t the fight of a mouatain, which they difsovered:
a; they palied the chanael of Cochin-china, and where,
they have built an idul temple, that they out-did thems
felves in their fuperflition,,

Arterthey hadoffcied vicluals, lighted wax candles,
burnt pecfumes, thrown feveral (igures of gilt paper into
the fea, and had profitated theafelves a great number
of times, the failors prepared a (mall veflzl made of,
boards, abuut frurdoot long, with malls, corls, fails,
flreamers, compafs, rudder, boaty cannon, provifions,
merchandifes, and cven albook of accomprsy they had
difpofed upon the quarser-deck, the lorecaltle, and the
cords, as many imad figures of painted paper as there
were men in the vetlel 5 they put this machine upon a
raft, and Lifted it up wich feveral ceremonies, carried it
about the veffel with the found of a drum and coppers
bafons; a failor habited like a Donze was at the head
of the procelfion, feucing with a long (LT, and (hout-
ing as lond as poffiblc; them they ler it defcend
flowly into the fea, 2nd followed it wiih their cyes as
far as they coulddee; aflicr which this pretended Bonze
went to the very higheit part of the flern, where he
continued his (houts, and withed it a happy voyage.

As there arg affamblics of women where the,
1¢s prefide, thereire likewife aflemblics of men,

Vor. I H
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they call faltgrs 5 every lﬁmﬂyhaiﬁ l'npeuec ‘wha
has under him a great number of difciples called Toy
ti, to whom they give the name of Sfc€ fou, which i
_ 38 much as to {ay, doctor father. ;

Wagne they are induftrious, and have gained ang
rcpmmon, they eafily attain this office; they preferse
in a family fome old manufeript, which has paffed from
father to fon for feveral generations; this book is full
of impious prayers which nobody underftands, and
there is none but the hcad of the family can repea
them; fometimes thefe prayers are followed with {ur.
prifing effects, and there needs nothing elfe to raifc a
man to the quality of Sfe€ fou, and to guin a great
number of difciples : the days on which the affemblies
are hield, all the difciples have notice to appear, and
1o perfon dares flay away; the foperior is placed in
the bottom of the hall, about the middle; every ine
proftrates him{elf before him, and then place them:
felves to the right and the left in two lines; when the
time is come they recite thele fecret and impious
prayers, and make an end by placing themfelves at the
table, and plunging themfelves into all manner of cx-
cefe, for mothing can be more plealing than thefe Chi-
nefe falters; to fay the truth they deny themfelves all
their life the ufe of tlefh, Bh, wine, onions, garlick,
and every thing that heats, but they know how to make
themfclves amends with other provifions, and gipecial-
ly with the liberty of cating as often as they pleafe,

We are not to fuppoie that this fort of abflinence
is any great trouble 10 a Chinefe, for there are great
numbers who do not profefs the art of fafting, and yet
are coutented with rice and herbs for their food, bee
ing not able to purchafe deth.

" #8 once they have atnained thgodrgmoi‘ Sfeed
fou, ¥nd have gained a great number'of dilciples, the

Ee i p



R L = ——
.. M= LN, % 35 T &
7he Cwiness Triverren 191

fhare that every dilciple is oblized to pay on the days
of mecting amounts 1o a confiderable fum in the fpace
of a year. .

In fhort there are no ftratagems, nor ridiculous inse
vyentions, which thefe minifters of Saran Have not re=
covtle 1o, to keep their followers cntircly devoted to
the God Fo, and to alienate them from the preachers
of the gofpel; but be it as it will, what has been
mentioned hitherto is nothing but the exterior doétrine
of Fo taught by the Bonzes, and adjufled to the arti<
fices which they make ufe of to impofe on the creduli-
ty of the people: as to the interior doctrine, very few
are allowed to be acquainted with its myferies, the bo-
dy of the Bonzes in general are thought to be roo ftus
pid to parrake thereof; for thofe who are initiated
muft have a fublime genius, that they may be capable
of attaining the highell perfeclion.

Twis interior doflrine is the fame that was tavghe
by Fo in the lalt moments of his life, and which his
difciples, whom he trufted moft, have taken care to
explain and propagate: we need do nothing more than
mention this ridiculous fyltem, to fhew how far the
folly of mankind will lead thofe who give way to fuch
like extravagancies.

Tuery teach that a vacuum or nothing is the prin-
ciple of all things, that from this our fift parents bhad
their original, and to this they returned a‘rer their
death ; that the vacuum is that which conftirutes our
being and fubflance; that it is from nothing, and the
mixiure of the elements, that all things are produced,
and to which they all return; that all beings differ
from one another only by their (hape and gualitics, in
the fame manner as fnow, ice, and hail differ from
each other; #nd in the fame manner 3s they %
man, a lion, or fome other creature of the fame men!,

; t Ha -



T ) T T AT TP TSRS
172 Th CuiNese mﬁwﬁﬂ.

which Jofing their fhapes and gualities bmm azain
the fame uniform mafs.
Trus they fay all beings, as well animate as inuni.
Jmate, though difiering in their qualitics and figures,
are only the fame thing proceeding from the fame pria.
ciple ; this principle is a moft admirable thing, ca-
ceeding pure, free from “all alteration, very fine, fim.
ple; and by its fimplicity is the perie&ion of all be.
ings; in fhort it is very perfed, and conftantly at relt,
without energy, power or underflanding, nay more, it
eflence confills in being without undesflarding, with.
out aflion, without defires; to live bappy we mull
continually firive by meditation, and frequent vicls.
ries over ourfelves, to become like this Principium, and
to this end accuflom ourfelves to do nothing, to defic
nothing, to perceive nothing, to think on nothing;
there is no difpute about vice or virtues, rewards cr
punifhiments, providence and the immortality of the
foul; all holinefs confifts in ccaling to be fwallowed
up by nothing ; the nearer wg approach to the naturc
of a floue, or the trunk of a tree, the more perfect we
are; anfhort it is in indolence and inaivity, in a ccl-
fation of all puflions, in a privation of every motioa of
the body, in an annibilation of all the faculties of the
foul, and in the general fufpenfion of all thought, that
virtue and happinefs confift; when a man has once at-
tained this happy ftate he will then meet with no fur-
ther vicifiitudes and tranimigrations, be has nothing
to fear for the furure, becanfe pruperly {peaking he 1
» mathing; or if he is any ;h:ng he is happy, and to fay
every thing in one word, he i3 periectly like the god
Fo.
Tus doélrine is not without irs followers gven at
bere it was embraced by fome sgrandess: the
. Kso tioog was [0 hgmhcdmdln.llwit
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figned du governmerit-of the empire tp his adopted
. that he might entirely addi him{elf to thefe ftas
id and fenfelefs meditations.
HowEVER, the greatelt part of thé learned have op-_,
of~d this fect, and among others a famous Colao cil.
Poei guei, a zealous difeiple of Confucius; they
ck-d it with all their might, proving thar this apa-
hy, or rather this monftrous [tupidity, overturned all

»ality and civil government ; that man is raifed only
ab ve orher beings by his thinking and reafoning facule

ies, and by his application to the knowledge and prace
tic: of virtue ; that to afpire after this foolith inaivie
ty 18 renouncing the moft effential daties, abolithing
the ncccﬂ"ary relation of father and {on, hulband and
wife, prince and fubjed®, and that if this doftrine wis
followsed it would reduce all the members of a fate to
a condition much inferior to that of beafls,

Tuus China is become a prey to all forts of ridicue
lous and extravagint epinions; and though foms of
the learned oppofe thefe fefs, and teest them as here-
fies, and have fometimes inclined the court ro efiir=
pre them throughout the empire, y«t fuch inclinations
Wave been attended with no effiect, for hitherto they
have been tolerable, either through fear of exciting
commotions among the people, or becaufe they have
Irad fecret favourers and prote@ors among the learned
| themfelves 5 {o that all that they.cver do is to condemn
herefy i general, which is put in prattice every vear
at Peking.

It is this moalrous heap of fuperfitions, magick,
idolatry and atheifim, that, having very carly infelted
the minds of fome of the learned, has (pawned a fc&k
which is embjaced in the room of religion or philofo-
phy, for it isdifficale to give it a true title, n.wm
baps do they know vllu: call it themfelves, :
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