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Of the Seit of Jume of the Learned of thefe later Times,

HE modern. dofkors, who are authors of a new
do&yine, by which they pretend to explain
whatever is obfcure in the antient books, appeared un-
der the reign of the nineteenth family of Song, abo
a thoufand years after idolatry had got footing in Chi-
na;: the troubles that the different feéts, and the wars
cauled in the empire, have intircly banithed from it
the love of the fcicnces, and introduced ignorance and
corruption of manners, which have been predominant
there for many ages,

Tuewe were then found but few doftors who were
capable of roufing men’s minds from {o general a le-
thargy, but the rafte the imperial family of Song had
for the antient books, revived, by little and little, an e-
mulation for learning ; there uppeared among the |
principal Mandarines men of genius and fpirit, who
undertook to cxplain not only the antient canonical
books, but the interpretation ma'e thereon by Confu-
cius, by Mencius his difciple, and other celebrated au-
thors. [

ApouT the year one thoufand and feventy was the |
time that thefe interpreters appeared, who gained a|
great reputation ; the moft famous were Tchu tfe and
Tching tle, who publifhied their works under the reign |
of the ixth prince of the family of Song; Tchu hi dif~
tinguifhed himfelf fo greatly by his capacity, that they
vevered him as the pnince of learning: though thefe
authors have been had in efteem for thefe five or fix
hundred years paft, yet they are ftill looked upon as
medern authors, efpecially when compared with the
antient interpreters, who lived filtcen ages before
tllc&

Ix a word, about the year of our Lord one thoufand
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four hundred, the emperor Yong lo made choice of for=
ty-two of the moft fkilful doftors, whom commans
ded to reduce the doétrine into one body, and to take
efpecial notice of the commentarics*of Tchu tfe and
Tching tie, who flourifhed under the reign of the fami-~
ly of Song.

+ THEese Mandarines applied themfelves to this work,
and befides their interpretation of the canonical books,
and of the works of Confucius and Mencius, they com=
poled another containing twenty volumes, and gave it
the title of Sing li ta tluen, that is, Of nature or natus=
ral philofophy : they followed, according to their or=
ders, the dotrines of thefe two writers, and that they
might not feem to abandon the fenfe and dottrine of
ancient books, fo much elteemed in the empire, they
endeavoured by falfe interpretations, and by wrefting
the meaning, to make them fpeak their own fentiments,

THe authority of the emperor, the reputation of the
Mandarines, their ingenicus and polite ftyle, the new
method of handling the fobject, their boaft of under-
ftanding the ancient books, gave a repuration to their
works, and many of the learned were gained over
thereby.

Trese new doftors pretended that their dodtrine
was founded on the moflt ancient of the Chinele books,
but their explanations were very oblcure, and full of
tquivocal exprellions, that made it feem as though
they were afraid of rejecting the old doélrines, and yet
in reality what they advanced was entirely new : the
fallowing is a fketch of their fyftem, which it is bard
to make fenfe of, and perhaps the inventors themfelves
had no clear notions of what they had written.

Tusr givethe firft pringiple of all things the name
of Tai ki, whish they fay is impofible to be upl*d
being  feparated from. imperfe@ions of mater,
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thercfore can have no ‘appellation’ mw ;
rure § however they compare: it 10 the ridge of a hout
which ferves to unite the roof ; to the root of a
m the axletree of a chariot, to a hinge on which al
“things tum; and they affirm it 1o be the bafis, th
pillar, and the foundation of all things: it is not, fa
they, a chimerical being, like to the vacuum of ¢
Bonzes; but it is a real being which had exiftence
fore all things, and yeris notdiflinguifhable from them,
being the fame thing with the perfe@ and imperfed,
the heaven, the carth, and the fve eléemems, infomuch
that every thing may in a fenfe be called Tai ki,
Tury fay likewife that we ought to confider of itas
a thing immoveable and at reft ; when it moves it pro-
ditces 2 Yang, which ie 2 perfedd, fubtile, aélive mat.
1er, and is in continuval metion; when it ie ar reft it
produces Yn, a matter grofs, imperfe@l, and without
motion: this is fomething like -a man who, while he
is at reft, profoundly meditates vpon a fobjed, and
who proceeds from refl to motion when he has explain-
ed what he meditated vpon: from the mixture of (hefe
two forts of matter arife the five elements, which by
their union and tgmperament produce different beingt,
und diftinguith one thing from another: hence' arife
the continual vieiflitudes of the parts of the univerfe,
the moticn “of the flars, the repefe of the earth, the
froitfulnels or flerility of the plains: they add that this
matter, or rather this virtue inherent in matter, produ-
ces, orders and preferves afl parts of the univerfe; that
it is the caufe of all the changes, and yet is :gnuram
of its own regular operations,
[ Howeven, nothing is more fnrpuﬁng than to read
of the perieétions that thefo modern mmmtﬁi’i_t-
W Tai kit they fay its extenfion is infinite, s

and perfet, duai‘m%
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md without end : itds the idea, the mogel, and thés
isurce of all things, and the effence of all other beingd &
i fhort in fome places they fpeak of it as of an ani<
mated being, and give it the name of foul and fpirity,
and look uponm it as the fupreme underftanding, bu®
when they would reconcile thefe notions to the ancient'
beoks they fall into the moit manifelt contradittions

To the fame being, which they call Tai ki, they
likewifc give the name of Li, and this, they fay far~
ther, joined to matter is the compofition of all natural
bedies, and fpecificates and diftinguithes ope thing
from another 3 their method of reafoning is as follows:
you make out of a picce of woed a flool or a table, but
the Li gives the wood the form of the table or (tooly
and when they are broke the Li of ncither fubfills any
longer. '

Tueinr reafonings in points of morality are the (ame
they call Li that which eflablithes the reciproval daty
between the prince and the fubject, the father and the
fon, the hufband and the wiic; they give likewife the
name of Lito the foul, becauie it informs the body, and
when it ceafes to inform ir, the Liis Gid to be dele
troved 3 in the fame manner, fay they, as ice difivlved
by heat lofes the Li wheieby it became icz, and ree
fumes its Auidity and nutural being, i

In fhort, when they have difputed in this unintellis
gible manner concerning the nature of Tai ki and Li,.
they mecetfarily fall into atheilm, becaufe they exclude-
every efficient fapernatural cuule, and admit no other!
principle than an inanimace virtve or energy unired to
the mareer, to which they give the name of Li or Tail
ki,
Bu T they figd themfelves moft embariafied when they:
would fain elode the great number of plain texts; in

“m ‘“ 0' M- i '] djm. ‘
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the providence of a iupreme Being, and the knowledge
which he bas of the fecrets of men’s beaits, &c. of
when they endeavour to explain them in their own
grofs manner, they are certain to fall into freil conrra.

Tdictions, gdeltroying in one place what they eftablifh iy
another.

However, if we moy credit the teflimony of a
great number of miflionaries, who have fpent the chief
part of their lives in the empiie, and who have gained
an exa@ knowledge of the Chinefe affairs by means of
ftudying their books, and converfing with men of the
greateft repute for knowledge among them, the truly
leained have not given way to thefle mad notions, but
have adhered finélly 1o the text of the ancient books,
without regarding the excravagant opinions of modern
commentators.

So that the fc& of the learned may very properly be
faid 10 be of two clufics.

Tue fft are thofe wha pay little regard to the com-
mentaries of the moderns, but have the fame notion
of the fupreme Being, the Author of the univerfe, as the
old Chinefe, that is the Chincie who bave lived fince
Fo hi, and before the time of thefe new commentators,

Tus fccond are thofe who, negle€ling the text, feek
the fenfe of the ancient docliine in the glofles of the
new commentators, and a'herivg, like them, to a new
phbilofuphy, are defirous of gaining a reputation from
their confufed and dark notions : they are willing to
periuade people that they are able to explain the man-
ner of the produ€ion and govermment of the world by
material caufes, and yer they would flill be thought

- the true difciples of Contucius.

Bu v that } may act the part of a faithful hiltorian,
I cannot deny that fome of the mifiorayies have been
pes(uaded that all the lcatncd in tae cmpice are ne bet-
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o than fo many atheifts, and that whateyer declara-
jons the emperor Cang hi and others have made to
he contrary, have been the effe@s of mere complais
ance, or downright difbmulation; for though the a=
ore-mentioned prince averred that it was noggto the vis™
ible and material heaven that he offered faciifice, bur
‘o the Lord and Creator of heaven and earth, andrall
‘hings, he might mean the roor and origin of all
thinzs, which is nothing elfc but the Lior celeflial
virtue inbherent in marter, which is, according to the
Chinefe athielts, the principal of all things. .

Bastpes, when we read in their books. or hear the
Chincie affirm, that Irc and death, poverty and richs
e#, and all events in general, depend on Tien or hea-
ven; that nothing is done but by his orders, that he
rewards the good and panithes the wicked, that he
cannot be deccived, that be fees all things, hears all
things, and knows all things; that he penctrates the
fecret receflcs of the heart, that he hears the complaints
ol the good and virtuous, and grants their petitions,
&c. all thefe exprellions, according to them, ought
to be looked upou as metapharical, by which thep
would have the people underitand that all things hape
penas if in reality heaven was an intelligent beings

In fhort they pretend that as the Stoicks alcribed
the variery of cvents to fatal necellity, in like manner
the learned among the Chinefe artribute to heaveny
and the influence thereof, good and evil, rewarls aml
punilbments, the revolutions of ftates and kin domsgy -
and, in 2 word, all forts of events, whether happy o
unhappy, that wefee in the world.

Tuos having rclated the fendments of (kilful pere
fons, who hyre made it theis bolinels to fudy the
Chineie affaies, 1 muil not forget a particular fort s
miong the lcatned of this nation, who have compoied

i -e
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a fyhndcbmownhnﬂl:had:ﬁrmtfo&l, and
have endeavoured to reconcile all together.

As the fludy of letters is the road to the lngh:&
dignitics, and as it is open to perions of all degree;,
“*Tircre mufl needs be muy of mean extraétion, wh
have been brought wp in idolary, and when they be
conse Mandarines, either through the prejudice of they
education, or a publick complaifance to the people,
and to maintain the public tranquillity, feem to adop
the opinions of every different feét, and the rather be-
caufe the Chineie of all ranks feldom look any farther
than the prefent life: the Mandarines, who are genc.

sally the Jiving deiries of the country, have feldom a-
ny other god but their fortume, and as it is fubjeét v
feveral troublefome turns, their principal care is'to a-
woid thefc misfortunes, and to kecp themfelves fafe in
their pofts.  ‘The ftudents, who may be looked upon as
the lefler nobility, have nothing at heart but a certain
honour, which confifts in fucceeding in their examina-
tions, and in raifing themfelves to the bigheft degree.
The merchants think of worhing, trom merning to
night, bot their bubineis; and the reft of the people
are entirely raken wp in procuring a livelibood, that is
a {mall guantiry of rice and pulfet in this manner is
the time of all the Chinefe raken up.

/'ue learmed, of whom I am fpeaking, are as for-
ward ag the reit in decluiming agaioft falfe fecls, but
experience (bews that they are as much flaves to Fo as

_the vulgar themfelves; their wives, who are flrongly
attached to idols, bave a kind of an altar-in the moft
honourable part of their houles, whercon they placea

Company df images finely gili; and herey, whether out
" of complaifance, or otherwife, thefe prctmllul difqplu
»f Contocius uften bow the knee, .+

Tus mu;mmudmm p-ﬂrun-
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eributes to the readinefs wherewith .m:cbmm
tors, as well as che vulgar, fall into’ the ool ridicys
jous fnp-:ﬂniuu; but this ignorance has ne celirion
to their fkill in carrying on bufineisy for* in this th-
grnenally exceed the Europeans; nor does it relpeé'"
their laws ernment, for ne people in the world
have betersimor yet does 1t regard their moral philofo-
phy, for their buoks are full of wile maxims, if they
would but put them in practice: but their moft fkilfof
docors aie ignorant of all other parts of philofophyy
for they know norhow to realon julily on the efie@ls
of niture concerning their fouls, or the fupreme Bes
ing, for thefe things take up but Jistle of their thoughes;
nor do they much concern themfelves about the ne=
cellity of religion, or their flare after death: however
shere is no nanon in the world more addicted to ftudyy
but then they ipend their younger years' in learning 1o
read, and the remainder of their lives is taken up either
in the dutics of their function, or in con: polmg acade~
mical difcourfes. .
‘Tnrs giofs ignorance of nature mukes great nums
be:s areribure the molt common accident to fome evil
genius, but this is chiefly among the common pecpley
elpeciallpamong the women, and they endeavour to
appeafe it by impious and ridiculous ceremonies; fome-
times they pay homage to fome idel, or rather 1o the
deaton belonging theretoy fometimes to rome high
tain Or great tree, or an imaginery dragon which
y {uppofe in the fky or at the bottom of the fea; or
cife; which is @il more cxtravagant, to the quiotelicice
of tume animaly for initance a fox, an.ape, a torwiley
a trog; & ' Ll
Twiy ofbgm that thefe animals, after they have live
ol fome timey the power of puiifying theiwr effence,
and of themfelves.of whatever is grofs and
- i .
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earthly, and this refined part which remains is that
which troubles the imagivation of men and women;
but of all a fox thu: purified is the moft dreadiul,
Trexe are three other things that contribute greatly
£8%vep thepein ignorance
Tue firitis what the Chinele call So ing, Tel-
ling of fortunes 3 the country is full of a fort of peo-
ple who pretend o be kiliul in reading the deflinies
of mankind 3 they are generally blind, and go from
houle to hou e playing on a kind of Theorboe, and will
give a {pecinien of their {kill for abour a halfpenny ; it
is furprifing to hear their extravagant fancies about the
lettess of the year, day, month and bour of a perfon's
birth; they will predi@ the genesal misfortunes that
attend you, but are verv particular in promifing riches
and honours, and grear (necels in trade or fludy 3 they
will acquaint you with the caufe of your own diftem-
per, or that of your children, and the realon of your
fathe’s o1 mothes's death, which they aiways pretend
is owing to fome idol that you have cffended, and mult
appeale 3 if what they have foretold comes to pafs by
mcre chance, then they are confirmed in their errors ;
but if the contrary happens, they arc fatisfied with fay=
g, Thatthis man did not underiland his bufin (s,
I'ne ftcond thing is diewing the lots calied Pa
couaj there are feveral manness of drawing them, but
the molt common is to go befure #n idol and burn ecr-
tain perfumes, koocking the forchead feveral tures
gainft the giound § there is alfo near the idol li
full of flat flicks, one whercof they let fall ar a ven-
ture, on which there aic enigmatical charaélers -writ=
ten, the fenfe of which is explained by the Bonzg who
prefides over the ceremony, or elfe they confult an old
ting which is fluck againft the wall, by whick they
out the copjuration ; this is A.nml] pwt in
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praltice when they undertake auy affuir of moment, or

a ¢ going any journey, or are about marrying their chils
dren, and upon-a hanlred other occafions, that they
may mect with a fortunate day and hppy fuccels.

Bu r the third thing is moit ridiculous of a
what the Chinele are moft infituated with 3 they call
it Fong choui, that is, ‘The wind and water, and they
mean by that the bappy or unhappy fitvation of a houfe,
and elpecially of a burying-place; if by chance &
ncighbour builds houfes in a contrary fruation ro your
own. and one of the cormers ot his is oppolite to the
fide of yours, it is fufhcient to make you believe thae
all 1s lolt, and it begets a hatred that cannot be extin=
guithed as long as the new houfe ftands, and is an af-
fair that may be brought_.betore the Mandarine; bur
if there happens to be no other remedy, vou muft fer
vp a dragon, or fome other moniter, made ol baked
clay, on the middle of your rocfy the carthen dragon
mult give a terrible look againft the faral corner, and
open a dreadlul mouth as it were to (wallow up the
evil Fong choui, thar is the bad awr, anid then you wilk
be a Litle more fecure, -

Tuis was the method that was taken by the gover=
nor of Hien- tchang to detend limielf agiinit the Je=
fuit’s church, which is built upon an eminence, and
overlooks his palace in the boitom; he had likewife
the precaution to turn the apartmgnts of his pal.c- »
litle more oblique, and raifed about two hundred pas
ees from the church a kind of a gatehoufe three ltories
high to flave off the influence of the Tien tehu tang,
that is, The church of the Lord of heaven.

MaNY other things might be related with regard to
the fituation of a houfe, the place of the door, and the
day and manger of building the oven for rice, butthit
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wherein the Fpng choui triumphs moft, are the tomibs|
and fepuichres of the dead : there are a fort of impole
ters, whote bufinefs is to find out a fortunate hill or
mountain for this purpoie, and when they have deter-
Pl by dheir juggling tricks, which is fo, no fum
of moncy is thought too great for the pureBale of it.

- Fone choui 1s regarded by the Chinefe as fomething
more valuable than life irfelr, becaule they imagine
that the bappinc(s or mifery ot life depends upon this
abfurd chimera; fo that it any perfon has greater ta-
Jents or capacity than the reft of mankind, if he attains
his dofar’s degree only, or is raifed to a Mandarinat
il he has feveral children, lives to a good old age, or
fucceeds in trade, itis neither his wit, fkill or honefty
that is the occafion of it, it is his houfe happily fituat=
ed, it is the fcpelchre of his departed parents and relas |
tione that has an excellent Fong choui.

-
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.
EITHER in Canton, nor indeed t ou‘hou!
the whole empire, are any coins ftrick, except-
ing the Li or Cafh. This Li is made of che fcum of
copper, mixed with other coarfe metal 5 it is fomewhat
larger than our Englifh farthing, but thinner, with
fome Chinefe chraflers on each fide; and in the cén-
g of each Cafh is a fquare hole in order to put them
a fring, for the ea’e of numbering.  Inftead of
coins they cut their gold and filver into fmall pieces of
different weights. There is almoft no gold ufed in our
dealings with them, it being about fi'ty per cent. cheaps
er there than in Britain.  We therefore ufe flver as
the current money in traflic,

As the Chinefe pay no regard to coin, fo all
weight. Nor do they regard the warlmmﬂ!ipgg n;
thing in filver; it is the fame to them when meled
down, 28 in the finelt work. i

Tuerr weights for filver, by the names of which they
denominate any piece of money, are called

Br the Chinefe, Leang, Tlean, Foan, and Li.

By the Portugucle, Tacl, Mace, Candaritis, sml
Caih.

Tuz Leang ‘or Tacl, is equal to fix fhillings and
three pence fterling, which is divided into ten Tfeah
or Mace, equal to [even pence halfpenny Rerling cach.
Thefe are again divided into ten Foan or Candaring,
equal to three farthings flerling, end each of thefe are
divided again into ten equal pares, called Li or Calh,
equal only tothe tenth part of three farthings.

Ovr Englith crown pafics currently for eight Mage,

ll
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though it oftener weighs kfo)“fﬁ‘:‘ ﬁ'-‘ﬁ'; from
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this that I value the Tacl at fix fhillings and three

pence, though commonly reckoned

cight pence.  For,

R

qual to ——

So that ten mace, or one mael, is e-

qual to c—

TABLE of the Caingse and ENGLIsSH Money.
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Tuis uble will be very ufefol 1o ahu&' who make J

voyage to China, for readily finding the value of thei
money.

%ﬂ'qts\(‘.‘:iaefe people keep fcales and weights in their

pocketsy~or aveighing the money they receive or pay.
They are put in {mall portable weoden cafes.  Thele
feales are made after the manner of the Roman balance,
or our Englifh fiilliards, called by thé Chinefe Litang,
and by us Dotchin,

It is no lefd 1he interelt of all foreigners to have 3
eafe of thefe about them, to weigh money ; as therg
are a number of {harpers, not only among the com-
mon people, bur even among the merchants, who have
falfe Dot-chins, and a fly way of holding them in their!
hand to caft the weight to their own advantsge.

_Tug Chinefe have #lfo a large inftrument, fome-
‘what Jike fciffars, for curting money into fuch fmall
pieces as they have cccafion for, which rhve Englith eall
Chop:chin. Even inthe vfing this imftrument they
will impofe upon you.'! When 1 have given a dollar

< to be cotin twe, 1 have loft 2 Candarin or tiwo in the
“weight. The upper part of this inflroment is tharp
for cutting the money, and the lower has a flit or foc-
ket to receive the upper; but fometines the upper pars,
which fliculd be Gingle and fharp, is double and hul-
Jow, that in cutring, is flled up with a thin bit of the
money which they cheat you of, ‘The larger forr of
thefe inflruments are kept in the houfes and fhops of
merchants, and the {maller ones they keep in their

As the Chincfe divide their money into decimal
v parts, it is very eafily reckoned.  lnficad of ufing pen
. and ink, as we do, in their arithmetical computations,
?"! round timber beads, fized on wire, ot on
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pmdmﬂ; that are again fixed on a long
re wooden ftand, about an inch dcep, much m
common wooden ink-ftandage.
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/ the Traps, MercuaNDISE, and SHIPPING of
the CHINESE.

‘11S empire has always been rendered very flous

rithiag, by the facility ol tranfporting merchan-
dize by means of the rivers and canals, and by the par-
ticular riches of every province.  As the Chinefe have
smong themlelves every fupply for the neceflities and
pleafures of life, thev {cldom trade with any nation far
diftant from their own

THetr ports under the emperors of their own nati=
on were always fhut up to foreigners, tur fince the
Tartars are become maflers of China they have bgen
open ta all nations, Thus to give a full uccount of
the Chinefe trade, we mav fpeak of thar ca ried on as
mong themfelves and their neighbours, and then of thae
carried on by the Europeans with them.

Tue trade carried on within China s {o grear, that
that of al] Europe is not to be compared therewith; the
provinced are like fo many kingdoms, which commus
nicate 10 each other whit they have peculiar 1o them=
fclwes, and this tends to the pref-rvation of union, and
makes plenty reign in all the cities.  The provinces
ai Hou quang and Kiang i {epply ull the pm\incen with
rice that are nt well provided; the proviace of Tehe
kieng fyrnithes the fineft filk; Kiang nan varniih, inky
and | curious work of all forts; Yun nan, Chenfi, and
Chan 6 yield iron, copper, and feveral other metals,
horfes, :ﬂkl. furs, &c.  Fo kieu has fugar and the
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Deft tea; Se tchuen, plants, medicinal herbs, rhubait
&c. and fo of the reft ¢~ for it is not po‘liﬂe’to deferik ‘
exallly the particular riches of each province. |

AvrL the merchandifes, fo readily tranfported alon

W e fold in a very fhort time 3 you may fee
for in meichants who thiee or four days afte
‘their arrival at a city have fold fix thoufand caps pro
per for the feafon.  Trade is never interrupted hut o)
the two firlt days of the firlt moon, which they em
ploy in diverfions and the common vifits of the new
year : Txcept at this time every thing is in motion a
well in the cities as in the country, ‘The Mandarine
themielves have their fhare in bufinefs, and there an
fome zmong them who give their money to trufty mer
<hants to increafe their income in the way of trade

In fhort there are none but the pooreft families, whe
but with a little management can find meansto fub
Lt very eafily by their trade.  Theie are many fami

whofe whole flock does not amount to a crown,

yet the father and mother, with two or thiee chil
dren, are maintained by the lintle trade that they carny
on, get garmentys of O1k for days of ceremony, and in
a few years time enlarge their commerce ro fomething
confiderable.

Tuis is difficuit ro comprehend, and yet happens e
very day i for inllance, one of thefe fmall merchants,
who has abouy filty fous, will buy fugar, meal, and
rice, and make fmall cakes, which he has baked an
hour ortwo before day, to kindle, an they exp cfs it the
beart of travellers ; his {lop is hardly open before his
wndin is cawied off by country people, who

me in crowds in a morning to every city, by the
workmen, porters, advocares, and children of the di-
firict.  This little trade produces in a few hours tweu-

- .
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hoient to maintain his fmall l'am:!y. % 3
n » word the moft [requented fair is but a faine re=
bance of the ineredible crowds of people that are
be feen in the generality of cities, who gither, Sat
buy all forts of commadities. It werelto J'wilbed
Chinefe merchints were more honelt in their deals
g c'pecially when they trade with foreigners ; they
ways endeavour to fell as dear as they can, and olten
ake no feruple of adulterating their commaodities.

Twetr maxim isthat thofe who buy fhould give a8
ttle as poflible, and upon this principle they think
hemielves in the right to alk the greatelt price, and to
ke it if the buyer is fo imple or 1gnorant as to give
: It is not the merchant who deccives, fay they, it is
¢ buyer who deceives himfelf, However, thefe who
1 upon thele deteftable principles are the firft in prai=
ing the honefty and difinterellednefs of others, fo that
hey fland felf-condemned.

Trape being fo extenfive in all the provinces of
hina, as I have already faid, it is nor at all furprifing
at the inhabitants are lo little defirous of foreign trade,
efpecially fince they have contemprible thoughts of all
foreign nations: Thus in their fea voyages they never
fail throvgh the ftreighrs of Sonda; their farihelt voy=
ages reach no farther on the fide of Mulacca rhan to
Achen, on the hide of the fircights of Sonda to Batavia,
which belongs to the Hollanders, and to the noith as
far as Japan 5 T thall therefore explain as bricfly as pofs
fible to what places on thefe feas they carry on a trade,
an | what is the nature of the merchandife which @q
import and export.

L Jarax isa kingdom which they often frequent,
and eommonly fet fuil for it in the month of June or
 July at farcheft : They go 1o Camboya or Siam, where

’"




mouy. of | rg po, lhr.y g0 direcly to Japan, then thq
the following meumm;. 1, Drugs, fuch i
Qu{cug, .bnﬂ"ufi, rhubarh, and iuch like. 2. Buk
of Arika, white fogar, buflalc and cow-hides: As [y
the fugar they gain grcar]v by 1, even fometiqmes 3
thoufand per cent. - ;. Ail fores of flks, but chiefly
fasting, tafisties, and ‘Saniales of: divesfe colours, but
pringipaily black. Some of thefe picces coft but fix
taels in China, and yet fell ac Japan for fifteen tacl.

4 Sitken ﬂnngt fur inliraments, eagle and fandil
'ood, which is much in requell amoog the Japanel:
for;psrfumes, becauic they conflantly offer incenfe 10
their idols.  ¢. European cloth and camblets, , which
hate a quick.fwe, but as they ae imported by the
Dutch the Chincle pever carry them unlefs they can
fell them at the fame price, and vee they affirm they
gain ity per cent, therehy, which fhews whar a grex

' profic the Durch make by the trade.
Tux werchandiles which the Chinele traders load
; tb;u- weilcls with back are,

T Fixg pearls, which coft more or Irfsm pfopom«
qno their beauty and bignels, and at fone particulat
times they gain a thoufand per cent. by them.

‘2. Rup copper in bars, which they buy for three or

s and fell in Chiua for ten or twelve 3 wrought

y fuch as balances, chaffing dithes, incenfe-

pans, Lafons, &c, which they fell very dear in their
own country, the copper being finc and agrecable to

[il
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2. Sasne pLaDES, which are much efteemed in
ina; they coft but a pialler in Japan, and fell fom=-
mes for ten piaflers in China.

4. SmooTn flowered paper, of which the Chinefe
ake funs.

5. PowceLaing, which is very beantiful, bus4s not
«d h the fame manner as that of China, “becaule it
ill not bear boiling water it is fold in Jupan much
the fame price as china ware 15 fold in China.

6. JaraNnNeD works, which are not equalied in any
thet place in the world: The price is not fertled, bue
¢ Chinele dare mot load but felloin with them, for
ar they (hould not fell again, but when they do im=
at them they fell extiemely dear: A cabinet that
pas but two feet high, and much above the fame
breadth, was fold in China for a hundred pieces of
peht: The merchants of Emouy and Ning po are
wofe which load moft freely with them, becaule they
Jacry them to Manilla and Batavia, and gain conflide-
by by the Euwropeans who are fond of thefe fort of

1ks.

7. Gorp, which is fine, and a certain metal
alled Tombac, by wh:c'?{hcy gain fifty or fixty per
et 4t Baravia,

Ir vne muy depend on the honefty of the Chinele it
uid be ealy for tle Luropeans tu have commerce
i'h Japan by their meins; but this is impellible un=
‘s they were to bear them company, and be mallers
{the cargo, #hd had a lullicient torce to prevent ine
ulta.

Il. Tue Chinefe all» trade to Minilla, and im
grear deal of ilk, Itnppet dnd flowered atu
h'ﬁ'rﬁ- colours, embroidery, carpers, culhions, night«
owns, ik (tofkings, teay china-ware, japanned-work,
You. L. 1
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drugs, &c. by which they gain generally fifty per co.,
and bring nething back but picces of eight.

11I. TwEe trade that the Chinefe carry on the n.g
regularly is to Batavia, which they find moft eafy .

. moft gainful Not a year pafles but veflels fail jor thy
dwmn' Emouy, and Ning po: It is tow s,
the clevemlth moon, that is in December, that 11,
put to fea.  The merchandifes they are loaded w
are,

1. A kind of green tea, which is very fine and
a good fmell, but Seng lo tea is not much fought alta
by the | utch,

2. CHinarwaRrE, which is fold as cheap there 3
at Canton.

3. Lear-corp. and gold-threzd, which is not! ¢
bor gilt paper fome of this is vot fold by weight (o
in fmall (kains, and is dear becauie it is covered w b
the finelt gold, but that which the Chinefe bring «
Batavia is fold only by weighe: it is nade up in parce
with largc long tuits of 1ed Gk, which is put thicte
on purpo'e 10 fer off the colour of the pold, and
make the partels weigh heavier: The H lluncers o .1
mo ufe of it, but they expor®it to Malais, where ther
make a confiderable profit of ir,

4. Tevvenack, a metal that is between tin ard
iron, and brings the merchanrs 2 hundied, sad lome
times a hundred and finy per cont.

3. Drugs, and eipcaially rhubaih,

6. A preat quanury of utenils of #opper, fuch w
Lafons, challing-difhes, preat keule:, &c

_Tuey wmport fiom Baravia, 1 Silver in pieces ol

b, :. Spices, partitularly pepper, cloves, nutn L)
&e. 2. Torwoile Mells, of which the Chincfe make
yery peat toys, and among others, combl, boxes, cuph
Aoilo=handles, pipes, and fuufl boxes alter the fafluce

-
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o thofe in Europe, and which coft but ﬁ'lc pences .&r
Sandal-wood, and red and black wood proper for ca=
sinct-work, and another red wood which ferves for dy=
ng, commonly called Brazil-wood. » 5. Agate-llones
eady cuty of which the Chinele make orngments. for «
therr girdles, buttons for their caps, and _ger&ind of
pracelets for their necks. 6. Ycliow pﬁ‘r'i‘:t‘lulnps,
which they fell very cheap 5 1 a wogy European cloths,
which they gain as much by as when they fcll them at
Japan.

Twis is the greareflt trade thar the Chinefe carry on
cer of their own country 5 they likewile go, but very
fcldom, to Achen, Malacha, Thor, Valana, Ligor, which
depend on the kingdom of Siam, to Cocliin china, &e,
The trade thar they carry on at Iher is the moil cafy
and gainiul ; they cven would not gain the expence of
their voyage when they go to Achen, if they failed of
being there in the months F November and December,
which is the time that the flips belonging to Surat and
Bengal are upon the coafl.

THeY feldom import any thing elle from this couns
try but fpices, fuch as pepper, cinnanon, &¢ birds-nefts,
which are counted fo delicious at the Chinele fealls,
tce, camphire, raton, which is a kind of Jong cane,
which they weave wogether hike (mall frings, torches
made of the leaves of ceitain trees which burn like
pitch, and ferve for flan.bcaux when 1ney march in the
vight, and gold, tin, &c.

THERE now remains nothing to be fpoke of but the
trade the Europeans carry on with the Chinefe.

THE gains of the Englifh in a voyage to China -
ly arife from the goods imported from that ﬂ“
and not from what are carried thither. We buy the
moft part of their goods with filver Lead is almoft
the only commodity for which our merchants get more

12 ~ !
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than prime coft. 'We carry alfo fearlers, blue, black,
green and yellow broad cloths thither.  Buit the rem.
nants or {mall pieces which we get cheap in England,
turn to better account, than whole pieces.  Of thee
fmall piccgs the Chinefe make long purfes which hary
by theiMide, ticd by filken ftrings to their girdle,
Tue followng goods turn alfo to pretty good ac.
count, if they cai be conveyed afhore without paying
the duties, otherwife the charge and trouble will be
equal to the profit, viz.

Large looking glaffes,

Coral branches,

Flint ware for fhamfhue-cups,

Ordinary horfe piftols with gilt barrels,

Old wearing apparel of fcarlet or blue cloth,
Sword blades about 14 5. per dozen,

Spe&acles fet in horn, abbut 8 s. 6 d. per dozen,
Clocks and warches of fmall price,

Small brafy tweezer cafes,

Any new toy nut betore imported,

Goops imported from China, are teas, poreelaine,
Quitkﬁl'tl, vermilinon, and ot er fine colours; chii
goot, raw and wrought Nlks, copper in bars, of the lie
of fticks of fealing wax, camphire, fugar-candy, fans,
piftures, lacqueied ware, foy. borax, lapis lazuli, ¢
Tingal, vhubatb, enloured fones, tutanague, i ¢ a tot
of tin; gold, with many things made of morher
pearl

EUN tea is drank in Indiy, Perfia, and all the Es- '
_ ‘mi- ns. Bohea is little efteemed by them. Singls
L oor green 1ea 1t to be cholen by its fine frpell, and inght
calour § for if any of the leaves appear beownifh or wis
thered, it is not good. lmperial or Ling tea s 1l
-
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lighter than green tea, of a pleafant fmell, but not b '

frong a finglo. 1§ it once lofe its crifpnefs, it-is good
for litle; which it will do, though very frefth and
good when bough, if great care is not taken in pack-
ing it. .

A1 THouGH the exportation of gold hibitedy
the Mandarines themfelves fell iwin Mcd way,
to the European merchants. Ten tepb*weight of gold

¢h g2, bought at touch for touch, (the moft go-

verning price) amounts to 111 oz. 8. dwt. §. gr. cur=
| rent.  'len tael of filver, at 55 6. peroz. is 30 1.
1; 8 8. for which you have 12 0z. 2 dwt. 4 gr.
worth about 4 L an ounce in London, is 48 1. 8 5. 8 d.
anl makes vpwards pf §8 per cent pront.  Bur gold
i+ 4 commodity that is feldom bought there by any but
the’s who have more money to liy out than they have
either room or privilege in the {hip, which feldom
hippens.  There are a great many forts of goods on
which they may make g or Goo per cent. if got alhore
in London wiuheut paying duty, and fold to proper
li.-l\ L1

A prear deal depends on a perflon's knowledge of
what things are likely to take in Engliand, and at whae
piice they are commeonly fold. If a private trader
woulld improve fuch a voyage to advanrage, be (hould
confult with the hard-ware, china or toy merchants in
London, before he goes, and fhould carry with him
patterns or mufters by which things may be made or
panted.in China; for the Chinefe workmen of all pro-
fellions are fo ingenious, that they will imitate any
thing that is fhown them to ths greateft perfeltio
czallncls. ¥ 5 'ﬂ
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Prices of goods fold at Canton by the Englifh company,
1747-8.

Lead per pecul of 133 1b. from three tael to three taz)
~ fix ma
Scarlet clm“" catie, of 20 oz, avoirdupois from
three tacl 10 d)_-r tazl,
Slips of ditto, from three tacl to three rael five m
Looking-glaflcs per {quarz foot, from one tael five mace
to two tacl,

Prices of Indian goods carried from Batavia, and ji
at Canton.

Pepper per pecul of 133 1b, from eight tael to lmn
tacl.
Bees-wax per ditto from twelve tael to fourteen tacl,
Falfe amber per ditto at twelve rael.
Fine amber per ditto from one hundred tael to one
bhundred and ten tacl,
» Rozin allas per ditto at xey tucl.
Block tin at eleven tacl,
Pirchuck at rwenry two tael.
Birds nefts per cattie, of 20 oz. from two tael five mace
ta three tacl.
Opium per ditto at fix tacl.

Four hunlred pound net Englith weight, is equil
to three peculs Chinefe weight.  One pecul Chinele
!In. 15 equal to 1333 1b. Englith weight. Sixteca
el is cqual to onc cattic.
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rnm of goods beught at Canton by the Esgﬁﬁm
anno 17 47-8. :

Bouea TEeas. F .
Common bohea per pecul of 133 | lb from ghirteen tael
to fifteen tael. adl }‘b .
Congo from twenty five tacl to thirsy, ael,
Souchong from thirty five tael to feventy tael.

Greex Teas.
Firlt finglo at thirty tael.
Second ditto at twenty five tael.
Third ditto at twenty two tael,
Fourth ditto at fixteen tael.
Beft hylon at fixty tael,
Second hyfon at forty five tacl,
Hyfon gobi at fixty fix rael,

Oruer Teas.

Uchang at forty tacl.
Imperial at thirty eight tael. )
Buusars Roor from cleven tacl to twenty c:ghl'
tacl, v

Orium is an advantageous commodity when cars’
ticd to China, but muft be fold privately, for the ime
portation of it is lirictly prohibited by the emperor.

Tue porcelaine or china is fo various in quality and
fafhion, that it is impoflible to fix a price. 1 bave feen
exquifitely fine enamelled work, which, 1 beliere,
would bring more profit than teas, or the chinas
which takeg wp a great deal of room, and is liable
fometimes to fufier great damage. “Thefe enamelled
yellels muflt be fmuggled from Canton to the fhips,

14
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“for the duty on all metals there is 46 much as the prime
uﬁ, and amounts alinoft to a prohibition of the expor-
tation of them.

As foon as ther European (hips come to an anchor
at Wampo, a few miles from Canton, a couple of
Happo or Q&‘mhonf" boats, are placed on cach fide
of them, t at nclhmg is fuggled out of or intg
the (hip. 'I‘he;] ‘mick every cheft, &c. that they fu-
Ipefl, and fomctimes even our pockers do not efcape
them  Yet I have feen many (mall things carried a.
board without their netice ; fuch as gongs, [a curious
whiflle,] bows, arrows, and other things that areftrict-
1y prohibited to be exported ; and fometimes the Chi-
nefe themlelves aflilt our people in bringing them un
toard

Art boats, whether our own or thofe of the Chinefe,
that go from our fhips or bankfalls with European
goods or paflengsrs uboard, bound for the fadlory, mult
have a Chop or permit fiom a cuftomboufe officer ;
which muft be renewed ar every cultomboule in their
way. There are three Happo or cuflomhoufes be-

g twgen Wiampo and Camon, fituated by the river fide,
. @Gikinguithed by having the empsior’s yellow colours

hoifted uwpon a long pole before the doer,  The boat
mull call at each of thefe Happo houfes, to renew the
Chop ; the fhip's pinnace, however, or other boat hav-
ing a captain or fupercargo aboard, is allowed to pafs
without being obliged to flop at any of thefe Happo
houfes.

Ay Trk the fupescargoes have agreed with the Happo
with regard to the duty, and with the merchants about

© the prices of goods aboard, and what kinds of Chinefe

goods are wanted to lead with ; then the cplltomboule
retinue come aboard, meafure the fhip, and weigh and

. take an account of all the goodsy which are immedistes

\
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Iy feat to the fatory, or the merchant's houle whupﬂy
chafes them, in a large fampan. 11'4_"{

To prevent any embezzlement, thete are two oF
thiee of the fhip’s company, ‘ well armed, ient along:
with the goods, and a Chinefe cullomhouie officer o
behalf of the Happo.  Alflter they arri nd are uns
Ioaded, the merchant weighs e gr again ; and
the {upercargoes after them inEngTWl feales.

I'ne Chinefe merchants having agreed to provide
fuch goods as are wantcd, in particular quantities, at
afix.d price, and to have all reay againft a certaing
time; the fupercargoes attend, view and tafle the
goodg, and order every cheft to be packed, rared, weighe
ed and narked ; upon which they are carried trom the-
Chinele merchant’s warchoufe to the factory. -

Ture warchoufes are commonly large, full of teas
fanding in batkers ax they are brought from the field,
[Only the coarler teas are here meant; fine hyfon is
never unpacked ] e is packed in chells lined with °
th=-t-lead, to keep it from wet or damps, which would
entirely fpoil it. 1 bave feen two hundred cowlies or
porrers, all nakel to the middle, packing and lrcad'ﬁr
the tea inchefts,  'T'wo of them get into a chef} ¢
ther, and tread it down as it is filled, . | make no.
deubt, but thar if fome nice Buanlh ladies were to fee
fome of thefe cowlies, with their nafty feet and legsy
perform this office, they would be apt 1o lole conceit ;
ol their beloved plant.

Tux porcelamne or china warchoufes are genesally
very fpacious, and contain large quantitizs ol ching, .
of all fizes and figures, fir for the European market.
The fupercargoes atiend the packing of this l-tulem
for, if a (it eye is not kept upon them, they wi
fomctimes put up china cracked, broken, or of an in-
v quality,  They :nemgone fo far as to il .

5
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uwp chefts with (tones or bricks, in plice of the fineft
commodities; which has not been difcovered till they
were opened in kngland.

»  Ir the chefts arc not Tent immediately to the fattory,
or to the fhips, after thisy are packed, it is abfolutely
neceffary to¥kd a2 maf or two to watch them in the
merchant’s wi. ~ule) otherwife they may be fubject
to great abufe; Mrthte muft be a guard on them all
the way to the fhips.

THr cuftomhoule officers muft alfo be bribed with
b prelents now and then, otherwife they become very

teoublefome. 1t is beft to feed them from time to time
with fmall prefents ; for if vou give them one ever fo
Jarge, it will foon be forgot, unlets their memories are
frequently refrefhied by another.  In fhort, it requires |
a great deal of patience and cunning to trade with the
Chinefe. An cqual temper, ands {mooth tongue, are
qualifications abfolutely neceflary fur a fupercargoy for
they muft be dealt withi in the fame crafty manner that
they deal with others.

A private trader that beys 2 quantity of goods in
P*ﬁl, tubs, or boxes, mult get a clearance from the
S mrchgnts, to enable him 1o get it abourd, for which
i Be'pays a fmall matter extraordinaiy. The merchant
" writcs bis name, or pufics a fmall bit of printed paper

wpon the chell, &c. by which the Mindarines, who
| weigh all the company's poods as they are (hipped off,

! know what mcrchant to debit for the duty ; which they

I Colleék at theic leifure.  The chells, boxes, &c. that

L have the merchant's Chop or mark are feldom opened ;

g' T have fometimes feen even thele infpefled by the

tines, om fulpicion that they contained goods of

value than they were marked at® Whea a

is detecied, 1 know not exaétly how they fettle
matters, but it is probablc the meichant s fined, ‘

[
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A private man who picks up trifling articles lnu
and there, muft colleét them in a cheft before theym
fent aboard 5 and ufe his interelt with the linguilt, of
one of the cullomhoufe retinuef to bake a note of fuch
things as pay duty, who will garry it befgre the Haps |
po, alang with the key of the ciit; anﬂi{. the Happo |

put his mark upon ir, the cheft faffemiigthout further
troubl=, and the key is returned 'm-cgoodn, in chells,
&c mult have the Happo's chop or mark upon them,
atherwile they will be feized. )

Ivery thing is fuld by weight in China, flefh, fowls, |
fruits, rice, &c. and even liquids. To encreafgithe
weight, T have known them cram their poull:*!hh
flones and gravel.

Tur Chinele will not feruple exchanging a live hag
for 3 dzad one, f the latter is a lictle larger s for they
like them as will when they dic of a diftemper,
when killed by a butcher,  For this purpofe the @
fometimes give fuch hogs as we purchale a dofe
them foon aftzr they are brovght aboardy and when
we are obliged to throw them away, they will take
them wup, and tell them over again to their o
pcu]" X
Every perion in dealing with the Chme}m' |
!hmoughl, infpect thewr gouds, and hould be parti
larly careful of their weights and meatures,  You malll|
carcfully obf=rve that the beam be not longer on one |
fide than the other. Some of them have holes pps
notches at each end of the beam, by which they
by banging f(cales in the one or cther, dlmlmlm‘!
increafe the weight confiderably : In others the h:lllt
may be pulled out or contracted on one fide: Bug
which is leaft difcernible, and apt to deceive you,
when the sfut ur centre of the beam is made to

gd:du] can do by s flight of hand now cafily.obe
‘Ll.‘ ‘. -d.
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“ferved. It is, indecd, fo difficult to know a1l their
tricks, that you cannor be thoroughly fute unalefs you
weigh every thing after them 1o Enylilh feales Thofs,

alfo, who have corfided in their package, hive beeo 10
lefs deccivegd, than thdle who hive truttea to their
weights. cy havgffound chelt:, boxes, tubs, and
canifters fo ¢ iltated and maiked, with dama-
ged goods, omn:! itle value, and put in the place
of frefh goods, that our prople made no doubr that ail
was right, till they fuund out the deception upon their
unpacking them in England

Chincfe excel the Europeans in nothing more
than ™ the art of cheating. W hen they have any puint
to manage in which their intercit i+ concerned, no peos
ple know better how to infinuare themfelves into the

- good opinion of th (e they mean to rake an advantage

v a or to improve an opportunitgol domng it to the vi-

. Nor will they decline the moll hazardous un=

ng when they have pain in their view.  They

" are indeed very cunniug, malicious and deceirful 3 all
Ilﬂ:u' revenge v managed f« cretly ; and they can not
y diffemble theit mahie, but leem patient even 10

pgndibiliry, till they bave a favewsable opprrtunity to

: ‘amc The: apply themiclves alliducufly to dil-

the inchinations, huniours, and tempers of thole

fances of taic dealeis, of open genercus ufage 1o firan-
gy and of fiochiy net 10 be corrupted 3 yet the genes
ity of them will wakeno feruple of impoling upon you,
€ fo far fiom being afliamed of 1 when detelled,
ofien lulgh at thofc they bave bubbled. Ine
dan Eu _always runs a great rifk of being

if he twulld to bis nh;ndga;_,_nd:(‘

l

dral wich, ml will lnrp up a fair appearance of |



smploys a Chinele broker, as is often dope, the broker
and meschant will fometimes combine to deccive hims
I mylell, iays our author, once bought a picce of {luff®
for waitcoats and breeches: wifhoue looking over the
whole ot ity imagining it was alike; and fent it to
my taylor; but. was much f(u pNled on[}dl bringing
them homey to find my wailtcoard or difgrent colours,
and diferep fubflances. A glntteran of my ace
pantance went into a goldfmuth's fliop, with an in-
tennion to buy a goidl head fus his cane; the goldimich
'bad wone of the pattein he wanted, i that metaly
siongh he bad one of them in filver, but defiredibim
:."' carl 1o a day or two, aud he thould have one, ) He
{ called, Icu-iwcd the headl, pusd for 1t, and had it put on
!1%- care. 'The gentleman, however, fince my arrival in
En land, inturs 4(‘1.| me that bis fuppofed gold head proves
l‘ a buver oney and in all hkelibood the fame he w,
Jﬁm\\n in the (Lop, by which he had delired ¢t #
gold otie might be made.  When 1 have bren
mor hant fhops, I have frequently bhad my bandker=
chics, tans, an.d [kaves Lolen jrom me; ard when I

prefumed to demvand them again, they would fall
laughing ar me, without giving me any fapayfachiog
T6 ulg viclence, | perceived, was in vain, 3nd

be only making a b.d afiair worte. 1 kucw & poogy
failory who pulled out his purle to counta few dollars ™
which ke hao gor that morning from the purferat forty
p:r. cent. 0 order to provide a lintle tea, &c. for hia
homeward paifage. A Chinele obferving him, Mmatches
#pk “tf his hand, runs off, and the failor afe
though reveral Chinele taw the 1obbee

' gmxm onc of them ofiered to R p the thief;* Iﬁ*
the conwary, tell a laughing at_the Englifhman's
opliny i pretending 1o rec At laft the

C‘ﬁ.m\‘mg hc was ncar O¥ertaken, dropped

. AS " " ’ o



306 Th CHincss TRAVELLER.
the purfe; on which the peor tar lopped to take it up;
but, to his great grief and mortification, he fouad only

one dollar leit.  Thug the peor failor was robbed ¢
his money. Had hckvernkcn the thief, it is more

than probablesthe mobiwould have refcued the villair,
and fent h the pebr failor half dead with blows to
. the faory ; Wy the fgobare often fo infolept, that they

behave to firanpets, e if there were n r law ner
government in the country; excepiing when a Man
darine pales by, and then they are all hufh, and ftand
alide with their eyes fixed on the ground.

Ylll 15 no body to complain 1o on thele occafione,
but the Englith linguift, who always pretends that be
canhot find out the aggrcfivr; or if he be found, tha
be denies the chaige. By fuch tifling reafons, he e-
vades the tioulle he vught to 1ake, and would mgke

‘: bclievt that he is cithier bribed, or reccives a ﬂ‘r

oucu tlcﬂ iips of the Chinefe for the fea-fervice
are not comparable 1o thofe of Europe, and their fkill
in mavigation is but mean; yet upon their rivers or
als they manage large veficls, ay big as fhips, by a
inghee with great dexterity : Of thefe vedels there
£ Jefr than ten thouland in the fouthern proviu-
equipped for the emperor’s fervice : 'They are flat
bottomed, the head and ftern (quare, but the forepart
not quite {0 broad as the flern; they have a main-malt
amd o fore-mafly the forc-mall has a yard and a fquare
fwil, but the fail of the main-malt is narrow a-top likea
flocp's fail : Ther mafis are not picced as ours, and
_ onc on the top of the other, but are only one '
Pﬁ' Their fails are made of a thick mat frengshen.
' ed with Jaths or {plit cane at about two fect diflance :
| Upon the dec burld little roams or* cabins from
ouc end to the 3 raifed about ar &

-




, which are gilded both within and without, and
very commodious, that they make the longeft voy-
e tolerable.  The Mandarines, pr great officers, ofs
-n travel together in this mannef, and no where {pend
heir hours more agrecably 3 for fere the vbht one as
sther without ceremony, and ph and p.'l s away their
ime as if they were all of one m:ly,fwhn.h [ree=
oms are never taken by magrﬁl es on {hore.
Bu v notwithftanding the failing upon the rivers and
's is generally exceeding pleafant, there are feve-
| rapid torrents on which thev fail with the ut-
t hazard. Le Compte tells us, he was once upon
uch a ream, when the vellel was whirled round with
# incredible [wiftnels for a conidzrable time, and at
snpth dallicd vpon a rock.  That in the province of
Fokjen, for eight or t=n days [l the vefel is in con=
al danger of perifMing ; there are (o many ca
a&ts an rocky Nraighes that it is hardly paﬂ'h.
' rhc bomt to pafs through without being dafhed to pie
on one fide or nther: Every day almoft fome veflel o
v.her is fhipwrecked in thefe torrents, but they Hive
often the good furtune to fp it nea rhe inoresy ana t
piflengers are faved; famet'mes inleed the ve
dithed to picces, and the crewsbutitd in @ mo
Le Compte fays, thovgh he had fauiled upon the
tempelluous feas, he thinks he never run fo many ha=
z.rds in ten years, as he did in ten days wpon thefe

torrents: But all this danger it f roceeds fi
want of hands to manage their r if inftead®
of eight men they carried fiteen, violence of

the fireanis would not be able to carry them away,
dexterous are the Chinefe at flemming the force of
current.  Bat it is common in China, as well as othe
parts of the World,, o bazard mea™lives, and venture

Wdlﬂ?‘u&g rather than be at a widlog
‘.* n of . e'uBY AL Bl 1 oo
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charge more than they apprehend to be abfolutely
ceflary

F a1 Hew Gemelly Careri obferves, that there is har
Iy a ciry or viddage thiough the whole empire, efpeci. |
in the foushelu providees, but enjoys the convenie;:
of fome patigable fiver, lake, canal, or arm of 1
fea; and thi\ there dre almcfi as many people upon
water as upon the lantly wherever there is atown u
the lhore, there 1s another of boats upon the water; an
forue poits are fo blocked up with veffels, that it w
take up feveral hows to get ciofs them to land.  The|
vellels are made @8 commodious as houfes ; and the
are many boim, and live, and dic in them; and e
keep hogs, poultry, dogs, and other domeltic anim
on board, as if they were on fhore.

Besipes thefe veficls, there are a prodigious nu

floats of timber perpeiually going up and down
nd canale, which car y whole villages of peo-
© ple wpon them.  This tiah ¢ is cut chielly in the pro-

vince of Suchuen, which acj ins 1o India cn the well;
and' thefe floats are fome of them a mile in length
ey rife two or three feer shove the water, upon which
apts build little woeden huts, or calbins, at e
aillames, wheie hey live till they bave difpofed
timber ¢n which they are built: Thus prea
uantities of it are conveyed as far as Peking, bviog
above three hundied Icagues from the place where it &

& Tunx b go to fea are deeper and more ca-
pacious than or the canals, but therr malts and
fails arc made much after the fame munver, and their

#ds and flerns fquare like the tarmer.  They have
fome two malls, and others three, and thiie Jurgell are
" above a thoufand tun burden,

- Brr fhips bave frightiul images ‘ their gods, asd

L
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ave altars and Jamps burning before :hem. The hold
i the thip is divided into many (mall partitions, which
e made fo tight, that if they fpring a leak, only the
joods ftowed there will be damagfd, and it can go no
{urther. .

‘Tusse fort of veflels are nof\good failors, though
they hold much more wind than ours, Fecaufe of the
{tifinefs of their fails, which do not&icld to the gale s yet
Ea they are not built in (o neat a manner, they lole the

dvantage they bave over ours in this point,
Twuey do not cau'k their veficls with pitch and tag |
they do in Europe, but with a fort of particular gumg
hich 18 fo good thar a well or two made in the bottom
the hold of the veflel 1s futhicient to keep it dry ;5 hi-

therto they have had no knowledge of a pump. | '
Tur1r anchors are not made of iron, like ours, but
» bard and heavy wood, which on that account they

all Tie mou, thar is to fay, Iron-Wood; they pretend |

hat thefe anchors are much more ferviceable than thofe

f wron, becaufe, fay they, thefe are apt to bend, which

hofe of the wond they ufe never do; however, they
oft commonly tip the two ends of them with iron.




_._. . & "*t"‘l"w -
210 T&Canuu TRAVELLER,

o %Mmm R

Of the AceficwLTyre and GARDENING of 1
HINGKSE,

N fo large an em as this we nught not to be fy.

prifed that the ni«rc of the foil is not every whe:,
the fame, it differing according as you are nearer o
farther from the fouth ; but fuch is the indullry of the
hufbandmen, and fo inured are they to labour, thy
there is not one province which is not very fruirl,
and fcarce none but what will yield fubfiflence for
inconceivable number of inhabitants,

BesivEs the gocdnefs of the land, it is interfperfcd
with a prodigious number of canals, which greatly
tribute to its feriility; and though therc are ga:hl:n
fo-many different forts of grain, that great quantitie
are uled for making wine and flrong waters, yet whes
they are afraid of any place becoming barren, the M.
darines prohibit the making of thofe liquors for a time.

é ticulture is in great efteem, and the hufbandmen,
ofe profcifion is regarded as the moll neceflary fur
¢, are not of the meancll rank, having large pr-
es granted to them, and being preferred to me
anics and merchants,
Taas country, like all others, has its plaine and i
£ tains, and all the plains are coltivated ; but nei
ier hedge nor ditch is to be feen, and but few trees,
fo much arc they afraid of lofing an inch of ground.
Provinces which licto the north and well produce
. bread-corn, barley, feveral kinds of millet, tobacee,
i’ peafe thatare alwaysgreen, black and yelloy peafe, which
. ferve inflcad of oats for horfes ; they likewife produce
rice, but in lefs quantitics, and in feyeral places whee
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the earth is dry it muft be owned the rice is harder,

and requires more boiling ; thofe of the thuth produce

great quanfities of rice, becaufe the land lies low, and

the country is full of water, iR

Ix the provinces where the plains are\ mingled with

hills and mountaing, fome of them muft needs be bage

J ren, but the greateft part have good foil, and they cule
tivare them to the very edge of the precipices.

It w a very agreeable Gght to behold in fome places
plains of the extent of three or four leagues, furrounds
ed with hills and mountains cut into teriaffes from the
bottom to the top; the terrailes rife one above another,
fomeumes to the number of twenty or thirty, every
ene being three or four feet high.

TrEsE mountains are not generally rocky; as they
are in Europe, the foil being light, porous, and eafly ta
be cut, and fo decp in feveral provinces, that one may
dig three or four feet deep before the rock appears.

WHEN the mountains are rocky, the Chinefe loofen -
the foncs, and make little walls of them to fupport
the terrafles, then level the good foil, and fow it with
gran

Twe hufbandmen divide into plots that which is of
the (ame level, and that which has great inequalities,
is feparated into Rorics in the form of an amphithcﬂg‘w |
and as the rice will not flourilh without water, they
make refervoirs act proper diftances to carch the raine
water, and that which defecends from the mountaing,
that they may diltribute it equally amopg all the plﬁ
tations of rice; never complaining of the pains and
labour they take, either in guiding the water, accord-
ing o its natural béhey from the refervoirs above to
the refervoirs below, from flory to flory, even ta the.
bighell,

- L]
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THEY make ufe ro this pu-pofe of hydiaulic engin
of a very tmple kind, to couvey the water from
to plicc, that the earth may be cenftantly Warerec,
fomuch that If huﬁaandman is almofl certain to |
a harveft prop yrtionable to hic induftry and labour ; 1.
eravelier likewile receives a great deal of pleaure o
pafling through thefe delightful helds and valleys, whe.
in the fcenes are agieeably diverfificd by the difiere;
difpofition of the mountains that furround them, an
finds himiclt every hour pleafantly furprifed by a new
Jandfeape that pe'petually appears in view in a conflar
fucceflion of verdant amphitheatres, which he difcovey
enc after another in his journey.

Tuis fort of engine which they make ufe of is ven
Bmple, both with refpeét 10 its make and the man: .
of playing it; it is compofed of a chain made of wee
like'wlarge 1ing, which confifts of a vail sumbet d
little pieces of board or trenchers of fix or feven inchr
fquare, ftrung through rhe middle, and placed ar equ..
diftances parallel to cach other; this chain is laid in .
wooden trough made of three planks, in fuch a man
ner that the Jower part of the ring lies at the botrem
of the rrovgh, and flls it ex:@ly, and the pper pat,
which is parallel to i, is clofe to a plank laid on the
open part of the vough ; 1he lower port of the rirg
(pafles round a moveable cyMnder, whofe mletrec
is laid upon the two fides of the lower end of the
trough; the other end of the ring, that is o vy, tha
above, is fupported by a kind of drum, with litle

rds fixed to'it in fuch a manner that they fuit ex

« aftly with the boards of the chain ; this dium being
turned abeut by a power applied to its axle-tree, caufes
the chain 10 turn, and ar the upper pare of the woogh,
by which the drum is fupported, is fixed at the famc
beight as the water hfm be brought, and the inferice

i lag
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rrg is plunged into the water tlnt 15 to be rmiled, it
is neceflary that the inferior part of the <hain, which
exaclly fille the tubs or trough, in afcending through
|the tube carries with it all the’ water hich is be=
tween each board, that is as much as/the tube can
contain, in a continual ftream to the place ‘where it is
\deligned, as long as the machine is in motion ; mean
while the upper part of the chain defcends gnrluallr
along the plank which fupports it : thefe two motions
joined together make all the fecret of the muchine: It
is put in motion thiee diffcrent ways, in the following
manner :

FirsT, with the hand, either with one or two wind=
lefles fixed immediateiy to the ends of the axle-tree or
the drum.

Seconpry, with the feet, by means of certain large
wo xlen pegs, ftanding out abour half a foor roung the
ax cetree of the drum ; thefe pegs have large longith

" heads, round on the outfide, that is to fay, of a pro=

per thape to tread upon with naked feet; infonmuch
that feveral men, acco ding to the number of the rows
of the pegs, eith=r fanding or fitting, mav eatily put
the engine in moiion with very hitle trouble, holding
a1 unbrel'a in one hand, and a fan 1n the other, and
{o (ends a continual fte am to the thirity Jand,
Pmiroey, by the alli tince of a bulliloe, or fome
other animal, who is made falt o 2 great wheel ahout
four vards in diamersr, placed horizontally § in the cir=
cumference of which are fixed a grest number of pegs
or tecth, which tally exactly with the teeth of the tame
foit fixed round the axlestice of the drum, by which
mzans the largell macwine is rurned about with =ale.
Wags 2 canal is to be cleanfed, which frequently
l!appx n ﬁ divided at convenient diftunces by Jdamsy
and every neighbousing town bas a proper (hate ale
-
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lorted to it; and then immediately appear feveral
panics of peafants, with engines like thar I have (e
feribed, which they make ufe of for raifing the wat
out of the cafpl inte khe fields; and as the barks o
very high, they plece three engines one above anotre;
fo that the* water 15 conveyed from one to the othe:
This labour, though long and painful, is foon ende
by reafon of the number of hands that are employe
therein,

I the provinces of Peking, Xanfi, Xenfi, and Sy
chuen, which lie towards the welt and north, they fo
wheat, batley, and peafe; Huquam, Nankirg an
Chickiam, which are low watry countries, abound ;
rice,

Tue feil of their ground is fo light that theyyplo
awith a firgle bukalce o1 heiter; arter they have plov
ed y <lean the greund of all weeda 5 and if the fcld
be defigned for nce, they let in the water and moille
the earth il it become a perrect julp or hotch-potdh
They fow their rice fiell i hode beds or plots, whet
it comes up fo thick that it weuld never yield, theee
fore they tranfplart itafter it i fix o eight inches bigh,
and plant their fields in flraight linex, av ourggardes
ers do their beans, leaving little {paces between, They
coptivvally fupply thefe ficlds with water, in whuh
the rice grows ull it is almoft ripey and then the wae
ter being dricd up, they cut and threfh it out, otten in
the ficlds wheie it grows. The rice has an ear the
moft like beardc8 builey of any European grain, and
grows viually four feet, fometimes two yards high,

Twuy prepare thenr ground for wheat and barley by
grobbing up the gral- and roots, and burning all toge-
ther with (iaw i then baving Girted this carth they
mix and fow it with feed in a fraight ling in ches,
and pot promifcuoufly as our bulbandmen do.

.
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In order to make the rice grow rthe better they are
arcful, in cenain places where they fow, to bury balls

of hogs-hair, or any other fort of hair, which, accord=
ing to them, gives flrength and vizour toghe land, and
makes the rice better ; thofe whofe *bulinels it is to
(have the head are very careiul in faving the hair, nll
the inhabitants of thete parts come to purchale it for
shout a halfpomy a pound, conveying 1t away in
bags, and you may otten fee barks loaded with n_thing
elie.

Waen the plant begins to ear, if the land be water=
ed with fpring-water, they mix quick lime with it, pre=
tending that it kilis worms and infeCts, defiroys weeds,
and gives a warmth to the giound very much tending
| to make it (ruitful.

Tue Chinele have no meadows, natural or artifici=
al, and bave not the leuft conception of tallowing, ne=
ver permirting their lands to lie the (malleft timé fale
Jow. Their hulbindmen would confider meadows, of
every denomination, as lands in a flate of natuse ; they
fow their lands all with grain, and give the prefereuce
to fuch grounds as we generally lay out in meadows,
whichy lying low, and temng properly firuated with re=
fpe® to water, are confequently the molt fertite. They
affirm, that a field fiwn with grain will yield as much
firaw for the mournifhment of cattle, as it would have
pro'uced of hay, belides the additional advantage of
the grain for the maintenance of man, of which they
can (pare too in plentitul leafons, a fmall portion for
the animal creation

SucH is the lyflem adhered to from one end of the
empire to the other, gnd confirme! by the experience
of four thoufand years, amongft a people the molt at-
tentive to their interefl of any nation in the univerfe,

A Chinefe farmer could mot but laugh, if you told

| - '
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him, that the carth onght te reft at a cerrain
period of time.,  All their grounds, even in the ney
thern provinces, yield every year two crops, wit
out one fingle fallows feafon, during the many tho
fands of years that*they have been wnvcned to the p
polesol agrieulture,

Tue Chinele ufe the fame manures as we do, in or
der to rcltore thofe falts and juices to their ground
which an uninte mitting production is continually
confuming., They know nothing about marl, but make
ule of common falt, lime, alhes, and all forts of ani.
mal dung, bur above all that which we throw info our
rivers: Lhey make great ule of wrine, which s care:
fully preferved in ecery houfe, and fold to advaniage:
In fhorty every thing produced by the earth is convey.
ed to it agsin with the greatefl care, into whatever
fhape the vperations of naturc and art may have tranf-
formed it |

Waen their manures are at any time fcarce, they
fopply the deliciency, by térning up the ground with
the ipadeto a grear depth, which brings up 1o the fur-
face of the ficld a vew foil, rich with the juices of that
which defeends in its room,

WitnovT meadows the Chinefe maintain a great
numb -r of horles, buffalocs, and other animals of eve-
ry kind neceflury for labour, for fuitenanic, and for
manure.  Thefe animals are fed fome with faw, o=
thers with roots, beans, and grain of every kind. (¢
is true, they have fewer horles and horved cartle, in
proportion, than we have, yet it is not necella y that
they thould have more.

L'uy continual labour and paing of thefe poor people
are fometimes readered incffectua!, by the grear pam=
ber of locuits that dellcoy the Liuits of the carth j it is |
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nefe author : * One fees fuch prodigioug multita les of
« them, fays be, that thcy cover all the (ky, and sre
« fo clofe, that their wings feen’ to rouch each other;
o their number is fo great, that in lilting up your cyes
“ you would imagine you faw-over your head high
“ green mountaing, and the noifc they make in fying
# is like the beating of a drum »

Tue fame author obferves, that this incredible quans
tity of loculls does not appear but when great fluods
are followed by a very dry year; for it is his opimion,
that the fpawn of the fith being left upon the ground,

and afterwards hatched by the heat of the fun, produce

this valt multitude of infells, that in a fhort time de-
firoy the hopes of a plentiful crop,
#1s empire was eftablifhed by hu!bmdmen. in thofe

happy times, when the laws of the gredt Creator were:

flul oeld in remembrance, and the culture of the earth
reparded as the grundelt of all employments, the mofk
wuotthy of mankind, and the chief rade of all  From
Fou hi, even to this dy, all the emperors, without

excepting one, glory in being the Arlt hulbandmen of «

their realm.

Tue Chinefe hiflorigms have carefully preferved an
ancedote of generoliry in two of their ancient empes
rois, who, not obferving among thar children any one’

worthy of mounting a throne, which virtue alone ou‘hi"
to inherit, named two fimple hulbandmen 10 fucceed

them. ‘Lhefe husbandmen, according to the Chin

annals, advanced the happinefs of mankind during m?* |

ry lou; reigns ; their memory is (bill remembered v

Qmerauon
An::nuuu umfea.pmuaea,mapnmui’

Ty and tllt‘l‘ﬂt m, y who for &
v %oﬂu fons n[ﬁﬂplﬁ husbandmen, whom
‘lu
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merit bas raifed to the firlk dxgnmelof&a mpre;
and, in fhort, b ¥ the whole nation, who have the
fenfe to honour an art the moft ufeful to man, in m.
ference to othess moredfrivolons, and lefs important,

«  On the Gfteentl day of the firft moon, in every
year, which generally carrcl'pmds ty the bcginnmg of
March, the empcror in perfon performs the ceremony
of opening the grounds.  This prince in great pomp,
marches to the field appointed for the ceremony : the
princes of the imperial family, the prefidents of the five
great tribunals, and a valt number-of Mandarines ac-
company him. ‘Two fides of the feld are occupied
by the emperor’s officers, and guards ; the third is al-
lotted for the husbandmen, of the province, who remir
thither to behold their art honourel, and practifed by
the chiel of their empire; the fourth is referved for the
Mandarincs.

Twuw emperor enters the field alone, lies down, and
nine times knocks bis head againfl the ground, in ado-
ration of Tien, the God of heaven; he pronounces,
with a loud viice, a prayer appointed by the tribunal of
rites, invoking the bleffing of the almighty Sovereign
on his labour, and on the labour of bis people, who
form bis family : he then, in quality of fovereign pon-
tiff of the empire, facrifices a bullock, which he of-
fers up 10 heaven, as the origin of all happinefs ;3 while
they cut the viltim in picces, and place them on the
altar, they bring to the emperor a plough, in which
are yoked a pair of bullocks, magnificently adorned.
. The empercr then, laying afide bis royal robes, takes
" hold of the handle of the plough, and turns up feveral
~ furrows the whole length of the field ; then, with 2

r ‘cnmplailant air, having delivered the plough to the!

L

Mandacines, they fucceflively follow his example,
tpnl.ma‘ enc another in performing MM:

b
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with diftributing money, and picces 8 Ruff, a

the hufbandmen there prefcnt,: the ymoft active |
whom finifh the remaining labour,before the emperory
with great nimblenefs and addrels,

SomE time after, when they have fnfﬁnenﬂy lahour-
ed and manured their lands, the emperor repairs againg_
in proceflion, and begins the fowing of the ficlds, al-
ways accompanied with ceremony, and attended by Ihu
bufbandmen of the province.

Tue fame ceremonics are performed, on the fame
days, in all the provineces of the empire, by the viees
roys, aflilted by all the magiftrates of their departments,
in prefence of a large number of haftbandmen, of theie
refpeQive provinces. I have feen this opening of the
grounds at Canton, and never remember to have obe
ferved any of the ceremonies invented by men with

~ half the delight and content with which 1 beheld thise

Twue Chinefe agriculture has likewilc other enceu=
rigements, Every year the viceroys of the provinces
fend the names of (ich husbandmen 25 have particus
hrly diftinguithed themfelves in their employments, ¢is
ther by cultivating grounds which had «ll that time
been looked upon as barren, or, by a fuperior cule
ture, improving the produion of fuch lands as fore
merly bad bore grain, to court. Thefe names are pree
fented to the emperor, who confers on them honouras
ble titles, to diltinguith them above their fellow hufs
bandmen. If any man bas made an uteful difcoveryy
which may influence the improvement of agriculture,
or fhould he, in any manner, deferve more diftmguithed
marks of refpeét than the reft, the emperor invites him'
to Peking, d:fnymg his parky. with dignity, ar the
expence of the empire; he reccives bim ineo his pa=’
lace, Quellions him with' refpect to his abilitics, his-
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tinguithed by lymnl;k titles, :nd hﬂum beucs|
.fts and favours,
- Tae Chmcre afcribe the invention nf the plough
and feveral inftruments of agriculture, aud the pr
method of fowing wheat, rice, barley, and cther giains,
to fome of their emperors ; and books have been writ
ten by their princes upon the fubjeét of tillige, the na-
ture of different (oils, and the manure proper for each,
which ferve as directions to the busbandmen at this
day.

‘T'ue gardens of the Chinefe are generally very (mall,
Nature is their plan, and their aim is to imitate her
in all her del:ghtiul irregularities. Theur firit confide.
sation is the form of the ground, whether it be flat, flop-
ing, hilly, or mountainous, extenfive, or of {mall com-
pafs, or a dry or mar{hy nature, abounding with rivers
and fprings, or liable to a fcarcity of water; toall which
circumflances they carefully, attend, chufing fuch difpo-

- fitions as bumour the ground, can be executed with
the leafl expence, hide its defecls, and fet its advantages
an the molt confpicuous Light,

| 115/The Chinefe not beng great lovers of walking, we

| feldom meet with avenues or {pacious walks, as in our

' mln plantations. 'I'he whole giound is laid out

. An a variety of fcenes, and you ure led, by winding

 jpaliages cut in the groves, 1o the difierent points of
| wew, eich of which is marked by a fear, a building,

@ lome other objecl.

-+ Tus perfeftion of their gardens confilly in the num-

v hnq. and diverfity of thefe fcenes. The Chi-

le gardeners, like the European painters, colle

nature the moft pleafing ebjecis, which they en-
ito combine in fuch a manucr, s not only
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in forming an clegaot and friking whole.

Ta:tlu&iﬁ;&hnguﬁl thrge difigrent fpecies of
fcenes, to which they give the appgllations of pleaing, .
horrid, and enchanted. Their enchanted (cenes an=
fwer, in a great meafure, to what we call romanticy
and in thefe they make ufc of feveral artifices to exs
cite furprize. Sometimes they make a rapid ftreamy
or torrent, pafs under ground, the turbulent noife of
which ftrikes the ear of the new comer, who isat a’lofs
to know from whence it proceeds. At other times
they difpofe the rocks, buildings, and other objcils that
form the compofition in fuch a manner, as that the wind
palling through the different interflices and cavaticsy
made in them for that purpofe, caufes Rrange and un=
common founds. They introduce into thefe {cenes all
kinds of extraordinary trees, plants and flowers, form
artificial and complicated echocs, and et loofe different
forts of monftrous birds and animals.

In their foenes of horrer, they introduce impending
rocks, dark caverns, and impetuous cataralls rulhing
down the mountains from all fides ; the trees are ills
formed, and fcemingly torn to pieces by the violence
of tempefts ; fome are thrown down, and intcreept the
courie of the torrents, appearing as if they had been
brought down by the fury of the waters; others look
as if fhartered and blaited by the force of lightning §.
the buildings are fome in ruins, others half confumed
by fire, and fome miferable huts dilperfed inthe mouvne
tains {erve, at once, to indicate the egiltence and wret-
chedoefs of the inhabitants. Thelc fcenes are gens-
rally (uceeeded by pléating ones.  The Chinele artifts,
knowing how powerfully contraft operates on the mind,
conftantly practife [udden tranfitions, and a flriking op
pofition of forms, wloun.‘-ndm Thus they

3



eonduét you from lmiml pudpn&: wunﬁ:mq
from objets offhorror to fcenes of delight ; from lakes
and rivers, to plams, hills, and woods; to dark and
gloomy cclours they oppofe fuch as are brilliant, and
to complicated forms fimple ones ; diftributing by a ju-
dicious arrangement, the diffcrent mafles.of light and
fhade, in fuch a manner as to render the compofition
at once diftint in its parts, and ftriking in the whole.

- WaEex the ground is extenfive, and a multiplicity
of fcenes are to be introduced, they generally adapt
each to one fingle point of view : But where it is li-
mited, and afiords no room for variety, they endea-
vour to remedy this defe, by difpofing the objels
fo, that being viewed from different points, they pro-
duce different reprefentations ; and fometimes by an
artful difpofition, fuch as bave po refemblance to cach
ether.

In their large gardens they contrive different {cenes
for morning, ncon and evening ; ere@ing at the pro-
per poiots of view, buildings adapted to rthe recrea
tions of each particular time of the day : and in theu
fmall ones (where, as has been obfcrved, one arrange-
ment produces many reprefintations) they difpole in
the fame manner, at the feveral points of view, build-
ings, which, for their ufe point out the time of day
for enjoying the fcenc in its perfeclion.

As the climate of China is cxceeding hot, they em-
ploy a great deal of water in their gardens. la the
fmall oncs, if the fitwation admir, they frequently
Jay almoft the whole ground under water § leaving on-

Jy fome iflands and rocks : And in their lirge ones
| they introduce extenfive hkp, rivkrs, and canals. The
- banks of their lakes and rivers aze varicgated in imi-
. tation of nature; being fometimes bare apd gravelly,
fometimes adorned with woods to the water's cdge.

k.
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in others rocky, and forming caverns finto which part
of the waters difcharge themfelves with noife and vio=
Jence. Sometimes you fec meadows covered with cats
tie, or rice grounds that run out into Jakes, |
between them paffages for veflels; and fometimes
growes, into which enter, in different parts, crecks and
rivalets, fufficiently deep to admit boats; their banks
being planted with trees, whole fpreading branches
in fome places form arbours, under which the boats
rafs. Thefe generally conduct to fome very intereft-
ing objec ; fuch as a magnificent building ; places on
the top of a mountain cut into terraffes 3 a cafine =
tusted in the midft of a lake ; a cafcade, a.grotto~cut
into a variety of apartments; an artificial vock; and
many other fuch inventions.

Trreiw rivers are fcldom (lraight, but ferpentine, and
Lrvken into many irregular points; fomesimes they
are narrow, noify, and rapid; ar other times, deep,
braady and flow. DBoth in their rivers and lakes are
fcen reeds, with other aquatic plants and flowers § pat-
ticulatly the Lyen hoa, of which they are very fond,
Tuey frequently ereft mills, and other hydraulic ma=
chines, the metions of which enliven the fcene.  They
have allo a great number of vedicls of different forma
and fizes, In rtheir lakes they dnterfperfe iflands j
fome of them barren, and furrounded with recks and
fliozls ; others enriched with every thing that arr and
nature can fornith moft perfe@t.  They likewife form
artificial roekss and in compoﬁnom of this kind the
Chinefe furpafs all,other nations. The mgking them
is a diftin&t profeflion : And there are at Canton, and
probably n molt other cities of China, numbers of
aftificers "conflantly employed in this bufinefs, The
ftone they are made of comes from the fouthern coafts

Ky J
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regular forms by the aftion of the waves. The Chi
nefe are ngmqemtbechmuufthlﬂon.m
fomuch that 1 have, feen feveral tael given for a bit no
bigger than a3 man’s filty when it happened 1o be of ;
beautiful form and lively colour. But thefe feled
picces they ufe in landfkips for their apartments § in
gardens they employ a coarfer fort, which they join
with a blueith cement, and form rocks of a confider-
able fize. I have fcen fome of thefe exquifitely fine,
and fuch as difcovered an uncommon elegance of taile
in the contriver. When they are large they make in
them caves and grotios, with openings, through which
you difcover diflant profpeéts. They cover them in
difierent places with 1rces, fhrubs, briars, and mols ;
placing on their tops little temples, or other build-
ings, 10 which you aicend by rugged and irregular
:."’ Cuk i she s L,

Wuey therc is a {ufficient fupply of watar, and pro-
per grounc, the Chinefe neyer fail 10 form cafcades in
their gardens. | hey avordall regularityin thefe works,
obferving nature according to her operations in that
mountainous country  The waters burlt out {rom -
mong the cavcrns and windings of the rocks. In fome
places a large and impetuous cataraét appeass § in o-
thers are feen many lefer fulls.  Sometimes the view
of the cafcade is intercepted by trees, whole leaves and
branches only leave room to difcover the waters, in fome
places, as they fall dowa the Gde of the mountsin,
‘They frequently throw rough wooden bridges from
~ one rock to unother, over the Recpeft part of the cata-
" ra; and oftcn i intercept its paffage by trees and beaps
~ of floncsy that fcem 1o be Inu;h:dwnby&c uulme
' of the torrent.

~Ix their plantations Mm&emﬂm
B




of their trees, mixing fuch as have large and fpreading *
branches with thofe of pyramidal ﬁ@na. and dark
greens with brighter, interfperfing among them fuch

as produce flowers, of which they kave fome that floa= |
ul‘h a great part of the year. The weepjng willow is
one of their favourite trees, and always among thofe
that border their lakes and rivers, being fo planted as to,
have its branches hanging over the water. They likes
wile introduce trunks of decayed trees, fometimes e«
re(t, and at other times lying on the ground, being
very mice about their forms, and the colour of the
bark and mofls on them.

Various are the artifices they employ to {urprize.
Sometimes they lead you thiough caverns and gloomy
paffuges, at the iffue of which you are, on o fudden,
fruck with a view of a delicious landikip, enriched
with every thing that luxuriant nature affords molk
besutiful.  Ac other times you are conduéled through
avenues and walks, that gradually diminifh and grow
rugged, till the paflage is ag length entirely intercepted,
and rendered impraéticable, by bufhes, briars, and
flones ; when unexpectedly a rich and extenfive profpudl
cpens to view, fo much the more pleafing, as it was the:
lets looked for. :

AxoTHER of their artifices is to bide fome part of
a compolition by trees, or other intermediate objeéts.
This naturally excites the curiokty of the fpetator to
take a nearer view ; when he is furprized by lome vin=
expected feene, or fome repréfentation torally oppofite
to the thing be looked for. The termination of theip
lakes they always hige, leaving room for the imaginas
tion to work ; and the fame rule they oblcrve in other:
compulitions, wherever itean be put in praftice.

Trouck the Chinefe are not well verfed in optics,.

‘s .
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‘veries have g:m rife'{b an lrﬁﬁe, which they fom..
¢ times put in praftice.” It is the R
"'pn'l'pe&uc,. by introducing buildings, veffels, and ¢
“ther cbjeéls, leffened according as they are more di
ftant from the point in view ; and that the deceprio
. may be Mill more friking, they give a greyith ting
%0 the diftant parts of the compofition, and plant in the
remoter parts of thefe fcenes trees of a fainter colour,
and fmaller growth, than thofe that appear in the fion,
or fore-ground ; by thefe means rendering what in rea
lity is trifling and limited, great and confiderable in
sppearance,
Tue Chinefe generally aveid ftraight lines ; yet they
‘do not abfolutely rejedl them. They fometimes mak:
" ‘avenues, when they have any interefling obje@ 1o ex-
pofe to view. Roads they always make traighe, ualeh
} #H‘uuﬂenncfn of the ground, or other impediments,
, ‘o}d at Jeall 4 pretext for doing otherwife. Where
the ground is emtircly level, they look upon it as an
‘sbfurdity to make a ferpentine road ; for they fay, that
it niuft either be made by art, or worn by the conftant
- paflage of travellers : In citber of which cafesit is not
* matural “to fuppole men would chufe a crooked line,
when they might go by a fuaight one,
* Waavrihe Evropean gardeners call clumps, the Chi-
‘mefe ate ‘not unacquainted with; but they make not
* fuch freqient wfe of them as we do.  They never fill
--lolq picee of ‘tmd with clumps 3 they confider
. a plantation as painters do a pituge, and groupe their
. teees in the fame manver as thefe do their figures, hav-
© ing their principal and fubfervient maffes. «
" Tux Chinefe manner of laying out grownds is nn
m“qbr h!-huh-m
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many VM as there are d;ﬁ'mn: mnpm v
things in the world. P _‘
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_— CoINESE. -
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ERE the Qhinelc as careful in i

their fruit-tfees, as we generally are in Bu=
rope, they would have abundance of all kinds, the 3
ly difference would be the want of variety of cach
ftindk fort ; as for inflance, they have but three or ]
kiads of apples, feven or eight of pears, a3 many. gf
pcaches, and none of cherries but what are very. ul .
SLICTII -
BuT what makes amends for this defeél.is, thnl" e
have feveral excellent fruits to which we are ﬂnnaﬂ&g
particularly one which they ca)l Tle tie, ¥, the Por
tuguefe, figs, becaufe when M is dried it beelmﬂlﬂlﬁ
-and [weet like a fig. The trees on which they grow,
when grafted become very charming to the RATE
arc as tall, and fpread abour as much as a middle Gizs
ed waloutstree: The leaves are large, aﬁ“ol' a lively
gcecn, which change in the autumn to. rrecable
ved.. The fruit is about the bignefs andlome
q;ph. ﬂ. tbdg,eohlr. when ripe, nﬂ & bright
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for, befides granges gf J‘e-uﬂ forts, lcuﬁa. citrons,
which were Mady years ago brought into Euvrope, we
meet with two feveral kinds which are unknown among
bs:  That which they call Li tchi is about the fizeo§
2 date. The flone is cqually long and hard, itis cover-
ed with a foft pulp (ull of moifture, and of an excellent
tafte : when dried, it lofes a great part of its fine
flavour, and becomes black and wrinkled like our
ordinary pranes. The rind outwardly refembles
fhagreen, but it is fmooth within; the !jgurc is nearly
oval.

Tre other kind has the namg of Long yen, sntis
to fay, the dragon’s eyc ; the fLape is round, the rind
yellowilh, the pulp whitc, moiftf and inclinable to the
acid. It igpietended that this is not fo agreeable s

Et_fgf__mer, but it is more wholefome, for it never oc-
fions any diforder.

Tus Yeou and Quang lau are ordinary fruics, and
mot worth ini{ting on in particular. However, the way
‘of gatbering the latter, which are a kind of olive, is
“worth obfervation.  Belore they are quite ripe, and
yet are in a condition proper for eating, initead of beat-
dog thm down with long poles, which is the cuftom
in other ‘places, they make a hule in the body of the
tree, in which they put fale, and then flop it up; by
this means, in 2 few days time, the olives fall from the
tree af themfclves,

AmonG other trees, there are two which ought not

: 10 be omitted, for belides their Gogularity, they are
at meals, The one prodeces a kind of pepper,
Hao thiao 3 it is the rind of 3 berry as big as &
. peay the kemel is 100 hot and bmn‘aolnmd: ufe
~ of y the colous of it is gray mingled with Rreaks of red.

Tt is not fo pungent nor agreeable to the taflt as peps
per, and cenfequently is enly ufed by the meaner peo-

P
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ple. The planit that produces it in auphn& isa dhick.
buth ; in others a tree of moderate lmght by v
I'ne other tree produces pealen  The Ilupe. coloury

thell and tafle are extremely like qur ordinary peafes

This tree is common enough in feveral pgovinces, and

for tallnefs, fpreading branches and thicknels, gives

place to very few

Bur among trees which claim the attention of the

public, and which are moft likely to raife the envy of

the Europeans, are the four that follow.

Tue Ar=Mthe valpith tice [ Thi chu.]  Its fize 'is

veryan, its bark wiyrith, its leat relembles that of

the wild cherry tree. he gum, which dillils drop

by dropy is like the tear} of the turpentine-tree. It

yields a greater quantity Of liquor if an incilion be made

in 1ty but then it foon deflioys the tree.

Tus varnith is conftantly uled, and greatly elleems
ed by thearuficers ; it takes all colours alike, and 1 it
be well managed, neither lofes its luflie by the changes
ol the air, nor the age of the wood to which it is ap=
phied.

Tue fecond tree is Tong chu, from which a liquor
i+ gained not much difficring from varnith. It refembles
3 welnut-tree fo nearly, that, many have beed deceived
by it ‘The notis full of a thikifh oil mixed with an
oily pulp, which they rake care to fquecze, otherw.fe
they would lofe a great part of the Liquosi  This, as
well as the varnith, is fuppoled to have a poronous
qualiry. T'o make it fit for ule, they boil it with Ji=
tharge, and may mix it with any colour at pleafure. It
is often ufed of itfel{ to varmiih wood, which preferves

it from the bad e of min ; asallo to give a luflre
to the floors of lhs emperor’s apartments, and thoie of
the grandees.

!unmmmu the Tallow.Tree, k
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is as bigh' a5 a large cherry tree; the fruit is
tained in 2 rihd, which, when ripe, opens in 1
middle like a chefnot: It confifts of white kernc
of the fize of 2 hazel nut, whofe pulp has the pr
perties of taljow, and of which candles are sccording|
made.
Tue fourth is the moft uncommon of all § it iscal
led Pe la chu, that is, the white-wax-tree. It is no
fo tall as the tallow-tree, from which it alfo differs 1
the colour of the bark, which is whitifh, and in th
fape of the lcaves, which arc longer van they ar
broad™ A litle kind of worr. fixes itfelf to thoieaves
and forms a fort of comb my h {maller than a honey
comb. The wax of this is v ry hard and (hining, an
of far greater value than their common bees-wax.,
Tuoe wocd called fantal or fanders is another produc
tion of China, as well as of the kingdom of Siam
There are three forts of {inders, white, yellow, an
wed, which are all produced by trees of the ame kind
their different colours being fuppufed to arifc from th
diffecrence of climates where they grow, or from t
*dificrent parts of the tree from whence they are taken,
According 1o many, the cortical part is the white {an-
ders, and the medulary pare the yellow fanders;  but
Gaicias fays they are nad from two different trees, tho'
formuch alike that they cannot be diftingnifhed except
by the natives. This, however, we are better aflured
!, that the tree preducing yellow fanders grows as high
a6 our walnut trees, bearing leaves refembling thofc of
the lentidk, bluith flowers, and fruit like a cherry,
sgreen at firft, bur blackening as it ripens, and of s fain-
tifh 1afte.  The white fanders is the paler marrow of
ithe fame tree, which has not fuch a fragrrnt fmell nor
sromatic talle as the yellow fanders, and is therefore
#cls sllieemed.  'The red is the beart of anotber ipecics
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of this tree, very folid and poaderous, Int(kfl odori-
ferous than either of the former. Thq are all reckor-
ed refrigerating, drying, and cordial ; and the red i
pretry aftringent. . =

Trere isanother tree which bearsa frujt from \rhlcll
ic drawn an excellent oil.  "This tree has fome diftant
refemblance to the tea (hrub, with refpect to the fhape
of the leaf, and the colour of the wqod; but greatly
exceeds it in height and thicknefs. "The berries, which
are green, and of 3o irregular figure, conrain feveral
kernals.

“TI™ cotron fhrub is\pne of the moft ufeful in all Chie
na; on the fame day tikt the hulbandmen get in their
harvelt they fow cotton§n the fame feld, doing nothing
clie but raking the earth over the feeds,

W ner the earth is moiftened with rain or dew, Jhazg
foon grows vp a fhrub about two feet high, the flow=
ers of which appear at the beginning or towards the
middle of Auguft; rthey are generally yellow, but
fometimes red.  To this flower a fmall button fuc-
ceeds, growing in the (hape of a pod of the I:ngneﬁ&f .
a nut.

Tae fortieth day afier the appearance of the, flower
the pod opens of iticlf, and dividing into threc parts,
difcovers three or four wrappings of cotion, extremely
white, and of the fame figure as the cod of a filks
worm ; they are faltened to the bottom of the open
pody and contsin feeds for the following year: It is
then time to get in the crop, but in fair weather they
leave the fruit expofed to the fun two or three daysys
which (welling by the heat makes the profits the gfcub
er.

As all she fibres of the eotton are firongly fM
to the feeds that they enclofe, they make ufe of 2 fort
of sa engioe to feparate them 5 it contains two very
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fmooth rowlers, one of wood and the other of iron
bout a foot’ long, and an inch thick ; they are fo ¢l
to one another that there is no fpace left betwee,
while one hand gives motion to the firft of thole row
lers, and the foot to the fecond, the other hand applic
the cotten, which loofening by the meotion, pafles ¢
one fide of the engine, while the naked feed remai
on the other. |
| CHina produccs great quantities of ginger, whicl
grows wild in many places near the fea; but this isno
near fo good as that which is ¢dltivatedss There are
two kinds of this root, male afid female : the-ferml
has the (maller leaf, and the oot is not fo large as th
other : lts leaf is like that of |y reed, and not eafily dis
flinguifhed from it ; the root is dug up about midfum.
amgr, shen the leaf begins to fall; when it is (refh and

moill it is not near fo hot as when it is dried. It is
a very pleafant (weetmeat prefcrved green, and much
eaten in this country. It is reckoned very good in
many diflempets, particularly the cholic and flux.

Svcan caxEs grow in great abundance in this coun-
try, they are lound chiefly in marfhy grounds, and
bave leaves like reeds; they are abowt three fingers
thick, and {ull of knots, and (hoot up fix or fcnn feet
bigh.

gTunns is ancther fmall reed or canme which grows
upen the mcuptain® in China, called a Rattan or Ja-
pan cane; when dry it is faid they will produce fire
if ftruck againlt one another, and that they are ufed in

wlome places inliead of flims.  Thefe ravans are very

tough, and being twilled together they make cordage
of them, The Javans and Japancie make cables of
them, which will not sot fo foon in dac"n:r as thofe
made of hemp,

Trene s fQill anotber fort of reed or knouy gave,
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led the Bamboo, the body whereof grows to {uch a
bignefs thas it is often reckoned among their trecs, It
thrives beft in marlhy ground, and is natunally very
ftraight and tall 3 buc they bead it in the middlc while
it is growing, ro make poles for their chaigs. Of thele
bamboos are often made canoes or wherries, and being
a light cane, they arc rowed with incredible (wiftnefs.
They ferve allo inftead of timber in their houfes and
other buildings.

THERE are great woods of mulberry-trees in this
country, pa y 1\ the province of Chekiang, with
thet=wvas of which the)y feed their filk worms, Thele
woods are fome of them)cut down every year, becaufe
the Glk which is produ by thofe worms, which feed
on the Icaves that fpring From the young thoots, is much
the beft. TP

IN the province of Quangh therc is fome cinamons

TuerE growalio, as weare told by Nieuhoff, cloves,
nutmegs, and mace in China; but it is in fuch fmall
quantitics, he confeffes, that rhey as well as the Euro.
peans are fupplied from the Molucca iflands with thefe
fpices. o

Tuer have mofl kinds of wood that gre to be fow‘
in Europe; but that of greatell glecnr among “them is
called Nas mon. The ancienf palaces of the empes«
rors have the windows, gates, beams, and pillars of this
wood. The natives imagine it will never decay, snd
confequently that whatever is formed of it will la
for ever, Some have fuppoled it to be a kind of
cedar, but the leaves are not at all like it. It is a vu)‘
tall tree, and the body of it is very ftraight.

Bur no kind of wood for beauty ¢an equal the T‘ﬁn
tam ; it isvof a reddifh black, and full of fine veinsyg
which (cemn painted, It is very proper for cabinetsy

L
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and the very fineft fort o!'jmner'l work 5 and wh

is made of it i% of great efteem.

WitH refpeét torftrength and firmnefs, the Iro
wood gives place to none. The tree is as tall as o
large oaks, hut differs from them in the thicknefs of 1
trunk, the fhape of the leaf, the colour of the woo
which s darker, and more efpecially in the weigh
The anchors of their fhips of war are made of th
wood, and the emperor’s officers pretend that they a:
preferable to thofe made of iron ; bur in this they mul
needs be miftaken, _

Tue flowering trees and fifubs are very perime™ou
in'every province. Some df fthe flowers refemble tu
lips, others are like rofes, which, intermixed with th
green leaves, make a beautifud appearance.

A mong the fhrubs there are but three or four kind
that bear odoriferous flowers ; of thefe the double j-[-
famine-tree [Mo li hou), is the moft agrceable. I
the fouth it attains a moderate height, but in the not
it ismo. more than fix fect high, though it be kepr i
the green-houfe all the winter. The flower in ali
things refembles a doubie jeflamine, but the Jeaf is enq
Sirely differenty and comes pretty near that of 2 young
citron-tree.
. Tae tree which pm&uccs the flowers calledKuey bea,
is very common in the fouthern provinces, but is rare-
Jy found in the northern.  The fowers are fmall, of va-|
tious colours, and have a charming {cent.  The leaves||
are not unlike thofe of a bay-tree.

v Tusre is yeranother fpecies of thefe plants, proper

1o the maritime provinces 5 it bears the Bower called|

Lun hoa. It is not foagreeable to the fight, being of

2 dulky yellow, as the former, but the l’cuuf it is the

ookt delicious of sl
Tuere is a fhrub not odoriferons, t‘lxki lmn

- —— A~ ———




2 white flower as large as a double or triple rofe. The
calix, or cup, becomes afterwards a fruitof the ihape of
» peach, but the tafte is altogether infipid.  In its cells
it has feveral pippins, or feeds, covered with a blackilh
{kin, of a pretty firm conliftence.

Tus pionys of China are more beautiful and have an
agreeable fmell, but the reft of their garden-flowers are
wo way comparable to ours,

Tue meaner fort, who live upon notking elfe befides
vegetables, are very careful in the cultivation of their
kitchen-gardgass us+oon as one thing is off the ground,
] is immediately’ fown or planted, infomuch that
the earth is never fuffertd, o lie fRill, ; »

Axoxnc the pot-herbs which we have not, there is
«none that deferves any nptice but the Pe tfai, and this
indeed is both ufeful and excellent, It has been taken
for a kind of Roman lettice, but is ke it in nbthing
but the firlt leaves; the feed, flower, tafle, and height
being entirely different. The quantitics that are fown
of it are almoft incredible, In the months of Otober
and November the nine gates of Peking are embarraly
fed with the waggons that are loaded with it. The
prelerve it with Llt, or pickle it, and fo mix it wi
their rice, to which it gives a relilh." . Xis & = -

O all the vegetable produéohs of China, the teas
plant is the molt valuable, as its leaves afford ua fuch
a favourite liquor by infufion, that it is daily ufed 2.
monglt us almoft univerfally, and by people of all ranks
and conditioas. This flirub, which feems to be a {p
cies of myrtle, feldom grows beyond the bze of a
rofe bufh, or at moft fix or feven feet in height,
fome bave extended® it to a hundred. It affecls a gra=
velly foil, and is ufually planted in rows upon little
hills aboyf three or four feer diftant from each other.
Its laves arc about an jnch and a half long, narfow,
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tapering to a point, and indented like our rofe of
briar Teaves, and its flowers arc much like thofe of
Iatter. The fhrub is an evergreen, and bears
fmall fruit, which contains feveral round blackifh fec!
about the bignefs of a laige pea, but fcarce above o:
in a hundred comes to perfe@ion. By thefe feeds :
plant is propagated, nine or ten of them being put in
to a hole togcther, and the fhrubs thence arifing ar
afterwards tranfplanted into proper ground. The
thrive belt when expofed to the fouth fun, and yicl
the beft tea ; but there is a fort thur geows without a
ny cultivation, which, though lefs vzluable, ofggndems
the poorer fort of people.
Tau Chinefe know nothing of imperial tea, and fe
veral other names, which in Europe ferve to diltinguifh
the goodnefs and price of this fathionable commodity.
In teuth, though there are various kinds of tea, they
are now genemily allowed to be the produ@t of the
fame plant, only differing in colour, fragrancy, &c.
according to the diffierence of foil, the time of gather-
ing ity and the mcthod of preparation. The Vowi,
Bobi, or Bohea tree iy fo called, not from the moun:
taimy of Fokie 'p whcrc the beft of that fort is faid 1o
grow, buw fr s dark and blackifh colour. This
chicfly difiers (wm the green tea, by its being gatber-
ed fix or feven weeks fovner, that is, in March or A-
pril, according s the feafon proves, when the plant
i in full bloom, and the leaves full of juice; whereas
the other, by being left fo much the longer upon the
tree, lofes a great part of its juice, and contralls a dif-
. ferent colour, tafle, and-virtue, being more rough o
the palate, and raking to the flomich. The green tea
_i% moft valued and ufed in China, and the Boh& feems
~ mot to have been known there fo long as twg centuries
ago; for a judicious Hollander, who was phyfician aud
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to the emperor of Japan, about a hundred and
sty years ago, vells us he bad heard of the Bohi o

k tea being come into vogue in China; but, upon
he itritelt feasch he could make, could find no fuch
hing, and therefore believed it was & falfe report. This
akes 1t probable, that originally they garitered all the
at the fame time, but thar, fince the difcovery of
he (moothnefls and excellence of the more juicy Bo-
hca, they have carried on their expertments fill fars
ther, by gathering itat different feafons 3 for Dr. Cune
pingham, phyfician to the Englith factory at Chufan,
gigea. s an account in the Philofophical Tranfations,
what the Bohea, which he galls the firft bud, is gathers
ed at the heginning of March, the Bing or lmpenal in
April, and the >inglo or Green in May and June. It
is rarther to be oblerved, that what the dottor files the
firtt bud is indced the finelt of the Bohc: kind, and
that there are feveral degrees of coarfeneis in the leaves
a'ter they ace full blown and expanded ; for, Juging all
the months of gathering, the leaves on the top of the
(hrub are the fineft and deareft, and are gradeally
coarfer the nearer the bottom As to the manner
of caring the tea, the Bohea is firft dried in the fhade,
and afterwards expofed to the hrat gm!'".\,hn or over
a flow fire, in carrhen pans, tili it Ts convolved or fhrie
velled up (as we fee it) into a (mall compafi.  The o=
ther fores are commonly crifped and dried as foon a8
githered ; though accorfing to Dr. Cunningham the
Bahea is dried in the fhade, and the Green in pans o=
ver the fire.

IT 1s very rare to find tea perfectly pure, the Chinefe
gencrally mizing otlhr leaves with it to increale the
quanrity ;tlw one would think the price is too moderate
to tempt them to fuch » cheat, it being ufually fold as
mongh them for thicepence a pound fletling, and e~
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ter more tl::a nInepumi; fo that it is lu&proh
the worlt adulterations of it are made by our own
tailers. Bohea tea, if good, is all of a dark colog
crifp and dry, and has a fine fmell : Green tea is al;
® be choien by it8 crifpnefs, fragrant fmell, and ligh
colour with @ bluith caft, for it is not good if any
the lcaves appear dark or brownifh As 1o the pro
pertics of the tea, they are very much controverted by
our phyficians ; ebut the Chinefe reckon it an excellent
diluter and purifier of the blood, a great ftrengthener
of the brain and flomach, a promoter of digeftion,
perlpiration, and other fecretions, pnrticnmrrlyfmt
diuretic, and cleanfer of the reins and urethef.  They
drink large quantities of it in fevers, in fome forts of
cholics, and other acute difeafes ; and think it corredls
the acrimony of the humours, removes obflru@ions of
the vifcera, and reflores decayed Gght. That the gou
and ftonc arc unknown in China is afcribed to the
;feo&:hu plant ; which is alfo faid to cure indigefli-
ong, to cairy off a debaochy and to give new ftrength
for drinking. Some of the virtues atrributed o tea
are undoubtedly imaginary, and it has ill effcéls upon
fome conflitutions ; but experience fhews, that feveral |
advantages av ™t the drinking it with ailcietion, It
guickens the fEnfes, prevents drowfinefs, correls the
beat of the liver, removes the head-ach, efpecialiy that
Foceeding from a crapela, and beng gently allnn-
[ genny it ftrengthens the tone of the Romach.,
.+ As much asthe Chincfe efieem their tea, they feem
2o put a flil) grearer value upon the plant called Gin-
;h.. which is very fcarce, being only found in the
rmwne of Leao tung, and the oeighbouring moun-
m of Tartary. 1t is in fo much requeft among their
pficians, thar they have wrote many volumes on its

and given it the name of the Ipiritual glant,

fre
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he pmfprkof llu: ﬂrth. the immortalizing planty
nd fuchlike pompous titles.. Martinius, Kircher, Tas
hard, Le Compte, and all the writers of the Chinek-
Tairs, make mention of the ginfeng; and yet we knew -
put very little of this plant before fasher Jartoux, a je-+ |
uit mifonary in China, who, being emplayed by ore
e of the emperor in making a map of [artary, in the
ear 1709, had an opportunity of (eeing it growing,
ud has given us a draught of it, with an accurate de=
cription thereof, its virtues, and the manner of pree
crving and preparing it for ufe ; which being a curis,
us piece ofmatural hiftory, the reader will not be difs
|Med Wwve are a little particular on the fubjeét.

Tur ginfeng, as defcribed by father Jartoux, has a |
hite root, fomewhat kootty, about half as tpick as
ac's litle finger ; and as*it frequently parts into two
ranches not unlike the forked parts of a man, Jt is
aid fram thence to have obtained the name of ginl’an‘!
which implies a refemblance of the human form, tho®
indeed it has no more of fuch a likenels than is ufuale
ly feen among other roots.  From the root arifes a per=
fectly fmonth and roundifh ftem, of a pretty deep red
colour, except towards the furface of the ground, where
it is fomewhat whiter At the top of ot flem is a fore
of joint or knot, formed by the he¥ing out of four
branches, fometimes more, fymetimes lefs, which fpread
as from a centre.  The colour of the branches unders
neath is green with a whitith mixrure, and the upper. .
part is of a deep red like the ftem, -the two coloars
gradually decreafing till they unite on the Gides. Each: :
bianch has five leaves 3 il it is obfervable, that thes
branched divide equally from cach other, both in res
fpect of themiclves and of the horizon, and with the
leaves make @ circular figure, nearly parallel to the furs
ﬁqohbeemh. All the leaves are finely puﬂl”,

"



ing ulnullugrnrn underneath, and on the uy upper fidg
they are beict ‘with fmall whitifh hairs.  From the cey
tre of the branches pfocceds a lecond fem or ik, ve.
o ty flraight, fmourht ane whiufh fiom the botom to the
top, where st bears a bunch ot round berries, of 3
besutiful red colour, but not goud to eat.  The bund
" that father Jartoux faw was compofed of twenty-tour
‘besries, contuining a white pulp, and two rough flones,
of the fize and figure ot our lentils. T he pedicles, o
which the berries grow, arife from the lame centre,
and, fpreading hike the radii of a fphere, make the
clufler of a circular form. As to the fower@bur mil:
fionary mever faw it, but fome ufiured him it is white,
end very {mall.——"This plant dies away every yeur,
and its age may be known by the number of flems it
* has Mot forth, of which there are always fome marks
remaining on the root.
Quor avthor is of op:mun, that the flone of the gin-
ﬁ a long time in the ground hefore it takes
m; and, if the woods in which it grows rake fire and
‘mre confumed, the plant does not appear till two o
three years after. It is not to be met with in plains,
vallies, mar®:v ;. or places too much open and expol-
ﬁm the fun § but is found on the declivities of moun-
- mains covered with thick forefls, upon rhe bay ks of tor-
yents, or abowr the roots of trees, and amidfl a thoufand
ulm different forts ot vegetables.
Taefame (ather informs us that the Chinefe emperor,
1 -kmgn mind the Tarrars fhould reap all the adwan-
”"’ﬁo to be made of the ginieng, gave orders in 176y 10
ten thoufind of thofe peuple to go and garber all they
3 M find, on condition that esch pesion fhould give
ﬂ  two ounces of the belt, and tht e reft hould

paid for, wesght for weight in puic ilver. .k was
ki
i
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computed that by this means the emperor would get
that year twenty thouland weight of ity which would
not coft him one fourth part of ite value. Father Jare
toux met fome of thefe Tartars in the deferts, and (ays
this army of fimple's obferved the foliowing orderss
Adter they bad divided a traét of land among their fe=
veral companies, they fpread themfelves out in a right
line to a certain fixed place, cvery ten of them keeps
ing at fome diftance from the reft; and in this order,
going leifurely on, and looking carefully for the plant,
they traverfe the fpace of ground allotted them. When
:h- time fs cxpired, the Mandarines or officers who
are ap;ﬁmtcd to infpect and command them, and are
incamped in fuch places as are proper for the fubfifte
ence of theit horfes, fend to view the companies, to
g:vc them frefh ordcrs. cqtl to know if their number
is compleat  If any ‘one be miffing, as it often hape
pens, cither by firaggling from the main body, or be=
ing attacked by wild beails, they make a carcful fearch
after him, and then return to their former bufinels,.—
To fecure this profirable harvelt to the Tartars, ir is
faid the whole province where the ginleng grows is en=
compafied by wooden palifades, and Lunrda are conti=
nually patrolling about, to hlndcr it g inele from
fearching after it: But, notmthnumﬁng all this pre= o
caution, the defire of gain induces the Chinefe to fleal
into the defarts where this plant grows, fometimes to
the number of two or three thoufand, at the hazard of
lofing their liberty, and all the fruit of their labour if
they are taken, cither as they go into or come out of *
the province.

Trose who gather the ginfengshave little regard to
the leaves, but carefully preferve the root, burying te
gether under ground all they can get in ten of ﬁ&tﬁ
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“a gentle fire in a veflel with a little water, and b

“ingredient in almoft all the: medicines they preferibe

it is a fovereign remedy for all weakuefles, occafioned
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days time.  After this they walh it well, and
it with a brufh ; then dip it in fcalding water, and pr
pare it in the fumes of a {ort of yellow miliet, whic
gives it part of its colour. The millet is boiled ove

roots are laid*over the veflel upon fmall tranfverfe pic
ces of wood, where they receive the fleam, being co
vered with a linen-cloth. They may alfo be preferved
only by drying them in the fun or by the fie; but
then, though they retain their virtue well enough, they
have not that yellow.colour which the Chinefe admire,
The roots muft be kept clofe in a very dry phyce, other
wile they are in danger of corrupting, or befg caten
by worms.

Tz ginfeng, as we have obfcrved, is in the greateft
requelt among the Chinefe nkyhicians, who make it an

fur the nobility and the richer fort of paticats, it be-
ing too dear for the common people. They affiim tha

by exceflive fatigues either of body or mind ; that it
attenuates pituitous humours, cures weaknefles o1 the
lungs and the plcurnifly, corroborates the flomach, and
helps the agpepie~: that it difpels fumes and vapours,
fortifies the bréait, “ind is a remedy for the fhortnels
of breath ; that it flrengthens the vital fpicits, is good
againlt dizzinefs in the bead and dimnefs of ight, and
prolongs life to extreme old age. Thofe who are in
health often ufe it, to render themfclves more ftrong

* and vigorous,

L1 is fcarce to be imagined that the Chinefe and

. Tarmars would fet foeh a value upen this root, if they

did not find it producs the molt falutary eftets. It
s cestain that it fubtilizes, warms, and increafes the
metion of the blood ; that it promotes digellion, invi-



™ wu;x-mt?ﬁ;ﬂns LLER. l,
Fﬂﬂly:‘ll‘d removes wearinels in a remarkable
manner.  The Chimefe fddcm‘u!‘cp::zd\cn a fifth
part of an ounce of the dricd roor, when' they give it
to fick perfons 3 but as for thofe who are in health, and
only tke it for prevention or fom* Might indifpofitions
our author advifes them not to make lefs than ten do-
fes of an ounce, and not to take it every day. Imore
der to extract its virtues, the root is to be cut in thin
flices, and put into an earthen pot well glazed, with
about a pint of water. The pot muft be well covered,
and fet to boil over agentle fire ; and when the water
3 conrcd to the quantity of a cup-full, it is to be

®fweeteded with a littie fugar, and drank off immedi«
ately. After this, as muth more water is to be put
into the pot, and bqled as before, that all the juice
and fpiritucus party of the root may be extracted.  QOne
of thofc dofes is to be taken” in the morning, Tthe other
in the evening.

Trnewe s a medicinal roog, known to us by the name
of China-root, as growing pléptifully in that country,”
which had once an uncommox reputation for its effica=
cy in curing the venereal diftemper. It is of a pale
red colour externally, but white within, of 3 farinaces
ous, earthy, and fomewhat altringent tally, and with=
out any fmell. It grows in ferny places, frequently
overflowed by the fea ; which, upon its retiring, leaves
great quantitics of it on the fhore. The emperor
Charles V. found confiderable relief from this nq -
when afli@ed with the gout and cachexy, which cop=
tributed greatly to raile its charaéter. 1Its credit as af
aotivenereal was firlt raifed in the fxtecuth century,
but feems to have feon diminiheds for Velalius, ina
lewter publifhed in 1542, afures us, that J
China-root were far inferior to thofe of guaincum for
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the cure of malignant venereal ulcers, And Dr, Afl
informs\us, tha; in venereal cafes he could never pro
duce any good effeéls by means of this roet.
Ruvears grows in all parts of China, and parsicy
'hdy near the greaf wall. It was formerly brough:
from China through Tartary to Aleppo, from thenc:
to Alexandria, and at length to Venice; but we have
it now from Ruflia and the Eaft-Indies. It is certain,
that rhubarb was unknown to the ancients; for thei
rhapontic, which nearly refembled it, was not-realls
the fame. It is faid, that the true rhubarb firlt pun
out large downy leaves, then (mall flowers Mc forg
of ftars, which are followed by the (eed,
root is newly drawn our of the earth, it is blackifh or
the furface, and reddith withing but, when diied, iu
outfide becomes yellow, and.dfs infide of a nutmeg co-
lour. ‘It is pretty folid and ponderous, has a bitter a-
flringent tafte, and an aggeeable aromatic odour. I
it be good, it will tingeafater almoft like faffron, and
"when broken it appeary of a dively colour, with a caft
inclining to vermilion. - Some druggifts have the in
famous art of difguifing their old decayed rhubarh,
by giving it a yellow tinéture; but by handling it the
cheat is difgavered « for the powder they make ufe o
will flick to the fingers. Rhapontic is often mixed
with rhubarb, by thofe who fend it to Europe ; but
this impofition may likewife be dilcovered, the true
srhabarb being ufually in roundifh picces, and its in-
termal grain or Hreaks runoing tran(verlly, whereas
rhapontic is in longith picces, with its fireaks running
~ lengthwife ; and befides rhapontic being chewed, leaves
a clamminefy in the mouth, whith rhubarb does nor.
', This root is one of the belt and mildelt purgatives in
* patwre, and very proper to frengthen weak flomachs
. and the inteflines, Ik isa good remedy for worms,
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evacuates the bile, and openlobh&wmnf&clhw,
and, as 1t purges and Rrengthens at fameﬁlmc.
very ferviceable in a loofenefs. However, it is fiot very
proper where there is a feverith hgat.

To the roots already mentioned we may add another
called Huchu, which indeed would be more remarke
able than any of the reflt, if all were true that the Chi-
nefe relate concerning it.  Dr. Cunningham faw the
root in the ifland of Chufan, to which he fays the nae
tives afcribe wonderful properties, as that of prolong=
ing life, and torning grey bairs black, &e. by drinking
«n infyfbn of it for a confiderable time. They tell

the foﬁng ftary of the dlfcovcr) of its virtues: A
certain pérfon, fay they, being gnee a fimpling upon
the mountains, he igentally fell into fuch a deep
cavity, that he :ou?}ﬂ'w means get oyt againg
whereupon looking about for fomething to fuppore Fife,
in this melancholy condition he fpied this 1o0r, wnd-
having cat thereol he found it ferved him both for food
and cloathing, by keeping his/body in fuch a temperas
ture, that the injurics of the'weather had no influence
vpon him duing his {lay there, which was feveral
bundred yearsy till at lalt an carthquake happened in
that place, whereby the mountias were yent, and he*
found out a paflage to his own houfé, from whence
he had been fo Tong abfent: But (o rgany alerations
had happened there in fuch a number of years, that the
people at firlt gave no credit to his flory ; till confult
ing the annals of their family, which pave an account
of cne of them who was loft about that time, they were
convinced of the trath of this relation.—This (heéwe the
credulity of the Chinefe. ‘

Tus plant that fome avthors call Radix xina, and
the matives Fou lin, is of all the moft made uic of
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by the Chinefe phyficians. It is found in greateft
plenty in\Se tchuen ; its leaves, which are long and
narrow, 'creep ui':on the ground. The root when
ﬁ_lll grown is very thick, and, if the natives are to be
believed, has fometimes a cireumference as big as an
infant’s head.

Bur whether it be great or fmall, this is certain that
it contains in a kind of pod a white pulp, a little clam-
my or vifcous. There is a wild fort of this plant in
feveral parts of the country, whichi alfo is much ufed,
and is fold at a much lower rate.  Some ofghe mif-
fionaries, who are natives of that part of an%hcre
wruffies are plenty, affirm that the Fou lin if 2 kind
of trafile.  The good effe@s of this plant are not to be
doubted of, aftzr the experidage”df (0 great a nation ;
yet it is hord 1o fay for whﬂ:’d‘ﬂcmp'er it is moft pro-
pery becaule like a panacea, it is prefcribed in almoft
all,

Twux root of the plant which is called Fen fe, is not
fo commonly ufed, but'is much dearer; it is even
fearce in the province of Se tchuen where it grows,
between 29 and 30 degrees of latitude § it is of 3 warm
pature, and is looked upon as an excelient remedy for
wll difeales a®fing frém cold humours, as alfo Jor all
kinds of obftructions. Its fhape is fingular, it is femi-
citeular on ens fide, and almoft flar on the other. The
fiat fide is fixed 1o the carth by feveral flaments, and
from the hall round arife (everal different flems, each
of which grows up in the form of a nofepay. Nothing
but the root is of any value.

Tr housng is suother root of a very beautiful plant,
which grows in the greatelt pleaty in the north of the
province of Ho nan, in 35°. 6'. of latitude. , At ficft
fight one would take it for a fort of liquorifhy with a
leguminous flower, and a crooked pod; but when one

.



-
ak

| The Cumiwusw TRAVELLER 24y

. examines the leaves, the feeds andithe tafte, itis a hard
matter to decide among what [pecies jt ought £o be pla=
ced. It is very much ufed to wk?ﬁ'ﬁnm by
little and little the decays of ftrengeh.

Bu T of all the plants of which we have fpokes, next
to the Ginfeng, none is fo precious as the San tfi ; they
attribute almoft the fame virtues to the one as to the
other, only the latter is accounted the more eficacious
in women’s diforders, and hemorrhagies of all forts. It
is not at all like the Gmieng in fhape. /This grows in
the province of Quang G, }d is to_be found ouly on
«the topgof high fteep mounthins,

A ¥R of goatl a .grgdith colour is very fond of
feeding plant, 4nfomuch that they imagine

the blood of“this anjmal/is endoWed with the fame
medicinal propestigs, certain t blood of
thefe poats has furprifing fucceff again(t the injuries

reccived by fulls from horfes, and other accidents of
the fame kind,  This the miflionaries have had expe-
rience of feveral times.  One of their fervants that
wai thrown by a vicious horfe, and who lay fome time
without fpeech or motion, was (o fvon recovered by
this remedy, that the next day he was able to purfuc his
journey, m—
I't muft not be forgotten that this
ed a fpecific againft the fmall Inflances of its
fuccels are frequent. The blackfd tainted puftules
become of a fine red, as foon as the patient has taken
the remedy. For this reafon it is preferibed in feve-
ral diforders, which are fuppofed to arife from bad qua-
lities in the blood. ‘The worfl circumftance is, that it
is dear and not cafy to be had, and fcldom free from a~
dulteration.  In the experiments above mentioned, the
blood of @ goat was made ufe of that had been taken by
the hunters. 3

‘

tion is reckone

L 4
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Iy the provincedf Yun nan are found the
which beyr the re_Gaffia Sftula; they are pretty tall, an
the podsd are “Jongt than, thole which we fee in Europe;
they are not compofghof two convex fhells like thofe
plants of the leguntinous kind, but are a fort of hollow
pipes, divided by partitions into cells, which contain a
Sfoft fubflance no way differing from the Cafia made ufe
of by us. '
TrHerE is a flower named Motang, or, The King of
Flowers, much cfteemed bv<bie ‘Chinefe, and {preads
its leaves broader.than ou, common rofes, but is not
fo fweet.  The coleor isja pale purple fireaked withe.
white, and fome are red and-yellow. It grgws on a
thiub like the birch-tree, and is pigyved in’ all their
gardens ; but rhey abound :.] pothiog {u litde as fine
flowers. - o s 35T
AxoTueR herb our tmn:l}crl tell us grows in China,
ealled, The Herb of a Thoufand years; which they
would have us believe never fudes or dies.
Tas Betel tice is ufeful in many diforders.
Tue Jaca, a curious kind of fhrub, is much cfteem-
¢d by the Chinefe.

.
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T of all the WORDS that form the GHINESE LANGU A
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- ‘a.
pm ko 1o mouven poven fieow  fiao
moui mnig*, poom fim tie
moum  no pouon fin - tien
modon nott qua fio ticou
na noui quove fion tim
nai noum ° quouai fGue - to
nfir~_ noton guouam Guen  ton
nan nuh _“quouei fiun - toui
o 0,04 quouen fo toum
nem ' ¢ pa qouo  fou tun
ngai') pai _ Govon  fiu touo!
nga pam '2."‘ foui tha
fHgao \ “ypes, i fu thi
ngue \o fam foum  tfam
nguen  pe fan fun tfan
ngeo peon fao fouon tho
ngo (pi fe ta tle
ni piao fem tai tlem
niam \pie, . fen tam . tfeouw
nian pien . feou tzn ;. th
niao pim fi tao 'y  tham
nie pin .- '-Lam | te .. thao
nien po’ | fiao tem = tée’
nieou  poi fie teou then
nio pou fien 4 thicou
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Of the Laxcuscs of the Crintse.

HE Chinefe language bears no affinity with a

acquainted.  All' other languages have an alphabe
compofed of a certain number of letiers, by the varie
ous combinations of which iyllables and words are form-
ed: W hereas there is no alphabet of the Chiacfe lane
" guage; but there ‘are ag many different characlers and
hgures alymardg, - -

Tue ofly re[crcblance it bears to the Evropzan lans
guages is, ‘a8 molk 5f the_ alphabets (confifting of @~
bout twenty four letted) are wholly formed of fix or e
feven different [trokes; in like manner al) the Chinefe < |
charadlers are formed of fix different flrokes or lings.

Tue Chinelc have two kinds of language: Furfl, the
vulgar, this being fpoke by the common people, and
varying according to the diffcrent provinces; and fe
candly, the Mand;rinc-langmge, wbir.h is in Chinay
as the Latin tongue is in Europe. [he Mandarive-
language is properly that which was fgunecly fpoke
at court, in the province of Kiang nan [N:nking]. z .
and fpread, amongfl the polite, intg thy reft of the P"""‘;

'

-

vilces, '
As it confifts of not above three hundred snd thirs
ty words, all which are monofyllables and ideclinabley” &
it confequently mull appear very barcen ; and yet thefes 5
cnable perfons 10 exprefs themfclves on all “Wi '
becaufe the fenfe, without multiplying words, is vas
ried almofl to an infinitude, by the :l-ﬁcrcnuzcccnu,‘. '
iuflexions,” tones, and afpirations, and other ; i
Ls

il -4
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d’the voice ; whqnee it is, that pcrfm who are nof
exceedingly well “terfed in this language, often mifs
- take one word for ariother. OF this father du Halde
gives fome enmp!cg fuch as, that the word Tchu,
when differently founded, fignifies a Lord, or Mafter,
‘Hog, a Kitchen, or a Column, 1In like manner the
lable Po, has, accordmg as it is founded, the follow-
ﬁg different meapings, Glafs ; to boil, to winnow
rice; wife or liberal ; to prepare; an old woman; to
break or cleave ; inclined ; a very little ; to water; a
flave or captive : Thus this language, which appears
fo poor, is rendered very copious and txprefive, Like-
wife the fame word joined 1o others, figniffs a vaft
variety of things: For inftance, l\.!ou',-or o, when
fingle, fignifies a Tree, or Wood ; but en com-
pounded, it bas many mere ligadfications ; "Moo fiang,
fignifying a cheflt of drawers ; Moo nu, a kind of (mall
orange, &c. In this manner the Chinele, by variouf-
ly combining their monoiyliables, can form regular
difcourfes ; and exprels themfelves with great clear-
nefs and clegance, almolt in the fame manner as the
Europeans compofe all their words by the different
combinations of ,tk‘l.lt twenty four letters. The Chi-
nefe do not Ting'in fpeaking, as fome authers relate;
.. they pronouncing the different tones with fo much de-
Hclcy and eafe, thal [ercigncn arc fearce able to difco-
mtlled fference. |
_- Tue art of joining thefe monofyllables is exceeding-
ly difficult, particularly in writing, and requires much
application.  As the Chincfe exprefs their thoughes
' snd never employ accents in writing 10
L w the  pronunciation, they are forced to ule as ma-
dxﬂ'cr‘m charatters or figures as there are various
‘# which give (o0 many diffcrent meanings to the

&ﬁn word.

*
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FanTuze, fome charaflers fignify two or three
rds, and fometimes a whole period; for inflance, to
rite thefe words, Good morrow, Sir, three (ingle chas
&ers mult not be employed, but one which exprelles
onofyllables, is fufficicnt to writs (o as to be undef®
ood, without the three words. This method of join=
g them is trifling, and ufed only by the vulgar, Thofe
who endeavour to (hine in their compofitions, employ
3 ltyle quite different from that which is {poke, though
the words are the fame. In writing, purer words,
loftier exprefbons, and certain metaphors muft be em»
ployed. The chasaéters of CochindChina, of Tonquin,

and Japhn are the fame as the Chinefe, though the lan=
guage is\gery different 3 fo that the books of thefe fe-
veral natdns are in*common.

Tue lewned mult got only know the charalters uf-
ed in the common occurrences of life, but likewile be
acquainted with their different combinations ; and the
various difpofitions, which, of feveral himple ltrokes,
form the compound charafters : And as there are (our-
fcore thoufand Chinele charaéters, that man is mofl
learned who is acquainted with the greatelt number,
and can read and underfland the Jargelt number of
books, This fhews how exceedingly dificult it mufk
be to attain the language in queition. HOWPYer, a pere
fon who underllands 10,000 charatlers is able to exs
prefs himfelf in this language, and underfland 3 mule
titude of books, Moft of “F' lcarned do not unders
fland above 15,000 or 20,0¢0 ; and but few doflors
are mallers of 40,000,

ALL their characters are collected in their great vo=
cablilary, called Hic peen. The Chinefe language has
its radical characters, like the Hgbrew, which (hew
the origyn of words: For inftaoce, Arac~

Leé >

L
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ter of trees, mountains, of man, of the earth, of 5
borfe, &c. mufl,be fought whatever belongs to trees,
mountains, man, the carth, and a horfe ; befides which,
ahe learner muft know how to diftinguifh, in every
word, the lrokﬂ or figures placed above, beneath, og
the Gdes, or in the body of the radical figure.

Tusexre alfo is a (horter vocabulary, containing only
8000 or 10,000 charuflers, which is employed for
teading, writing, "or compofing books. When words
wanted are not found here, recourfe is had to the
great diQlienasy. The miflionaries have drawn up a
book for their own™ule, and that of their converts,
&c. e

Tux Chinefe, in the beginning of their ffonarchy,
communicated their ideas by drawing uponfpaper the
matural images of the things thgy wanted #o exprels ;
for inflance, to exprefs birds, mountains, a forcft, or
rivers ; they drew waving lines exprefling birds, moun-
tains, trecs, o1 rivers, DBut this method being very
smperfefl; not to amention that a numberlels multi-
tude of objects could not be reprefented by drawing,
fiuch as the foul, the thoughts, the paflions, the virtues,
vices, bcauty, the achions of men and animals, and
many otherss which haye ncither fhape nor body ; they
therefore Taltered infen(i bly their ancient manner of
writing ; compofed characlers of a more fimple nature,
and invented others tu exprefs fuch things as are the
obje of our fenfes. &

NeEverTuELESs, thefe more modern chara8lers are
truly hicroglyphical ; firft, becaufe they coniift of fmple
fetters, which retain the fignification of the pm;g::

~ tharaers : Secondly, becaufe “the inftitutions o

have oﬂiﬁ-d the fine ideas to the figures in_queflion,
whick e firit 1tymbols reprefented naturally :, For eve-
gy Chincfe Jouer bas its proper Gguification, whick it




ays preferves, though joined with othersy Tfai,

¢crter Meen or Me en, a'houfe ; and the letcer Hoy
firc; no. misfortune being greatgr than feeing one'g
houfe on fire.  Hence it is plain, titt thg Chinefe cha=
racters are not mere letters like ours; but are fo many
bicroglyphics, by which images are formed, and thoughts
exprefled. 4

Tue ftyle ufed by the Chinele is cdncife, mylterions,
allegorical, and fometimes obicure to fuch as are not

pertectly fkilled in the charafters. They exprefs a,

great deal in a few words : Thewexprellions are ami=

mated, and inter(perfed® with bold comnparifons and:

noble melphors, Tooblerve, for mitance, thatas the
emperos Qs approved the Chriltian religion by an e-
dict, it the

weite thus: * The ink with which the emperor’s edict,
" in favour of the Chriltian religion, was wrote, is not
* yet dry, and yet you attempt to deflroy that religi=
“ on.”  As they compare their compolitions 1o a pice
ture, they compare the rentences they borrow from theie
books to the five principal colours ufed in painting,

it is in this their cloquence chielly conflifts.  They va=
iue themfelves exceedingly on their writing neatly and
accurately : They even prefer a bcauLiI'uF%mm o
the moft finifhed picture. A poge of old charadlers,
when well drawn, often fells ata bigh price.  If they
happen to find any privted l%:, they gather them up
reipecliully.

. It was chlerved above, that we may diltinguifh two
kinds ot language i in China, but I f(hall now confider
three forts, that of  the” vutwag, that of the polite, and
that of bopks. The firfk has none ""‘h‘;“j&‘:ﬁ‘"""
which many Europeans pretend to find 1 -

Tuote Eurcpeans who come to China, and do ot

ng a misforrune or calamity, «is formed of the-

ore oughr mot to be deltroyed, they would:

7h Cuinese Travertem ‘m?
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underlland the language well, fuppole ambiguous meap.
ings where thersare none.  As they do not take the

psins to pronounce the feveral Chinefe words wiry
their' proper accents and afpirations, they underftang
the matives byt vety imperfectly, which confequentiy
is not the fault of the language. 1f the Chincle Li-
terati fometimes trace charaflers with their finger, o

with a fan upon their knees, this mult be out of vanity

or'cuftom rather than neceflity; or elfe to exprefs fome
technical term feldom ufed.

NexT to the vulgar language is anothier more polifh-
“ed and refined, and"this is employed in a numberlels 4
multitude of novels, whether true or fickitious ; they are
writ with the greateft elegance and wit; »® abound
with lively defcriptions, characters,and cont’ﬁs, which
may be eafily read and underﬁT

THx third language is that of fuch boeks as are nct
writ in a familiar ftyle, in which there are feveral de-
grees of fuperiority, belore the ftudent can attain to the
fublime, majcflic brevity of the Kings.

Tirs moft refined language is never uled in com-

converfation, it being employed only in writing,
¢ fiyle of it iwneat and fowing; each thought s

ufually expreficd in four or fix characlers; nothing oc-
curfthat thocks the moft delicate ear; and when the
various accents are pronounced with art, they form a
foft harmonious founda

Tue difference betwe=n other books, and thole writ-
ten in the fiyle called the Kings, is, the diction of the
former is never o clevated and noble, nor the fyle fo
concife and grand, as that of the latter.  No point-
ings are uled in compofitivns of the fublime kind 5 for
being deigm-d onty for the learned, thefe eafjly diflia-
grillrWLeréVer the fenle ends. .
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| Tac copioufnels of the Chinefe langliage & owing

1o the multitude of charaflers in it ; Yrom the various

meanings annexcd to them, and from the manner of

their being joined, which is commonly rwo and twoe

frequently three and three ; and foruevimes four and
four together. "A diétionary was compiled, by order

ol the late emperor, confifting of one hundred and

ninetern volumes, molt of them wygjt in a {mall cha-

racter, and very thick, It is certain that no language

m the world is more copious than the Chinefe.

Tuu Chinefe have ftill an an?i.gn: kind of language,
now ufed only for titles, infcriptions, feals and mottos;
wherein there are likewife fome books which the Lites
rati arc offrged to ynderfland.  They alfo have come
mon charXlters ufed for public afks, contraéts, bonds,
and other civil affairs, and which anfwer to our law
charaters. Laftly, they have a charater {employed
| for difpatch) which requires a particular fludy, there
being many abbreviations in it

N -
)
=
T
" il



256 ThCraivese Travercen,

|
TN XXX DI AP IOOR A IO}
A Courunwl‘nf the Cuinese GRAMMAR.

H 1S compendium of the Chinefe grammar will
be of greatadvantage towards underftanding this
language, which conlifls of words of no more than one
fyllable, and thofe undeclinable, can hardly be re-
duced to rules; neverthele(s the following may be gi-
ven with refpect to the nouns, pronouns, conjugations
of verbs, prcpoﬁ!mni,‘ad!crbl, the Aumbers and par- |
ticles.
w

Cf Nouns pofitive, comparative, and ﬁ?”}!ariw.

THERE is no diverfity of genders, cafes, and de-
clinations in the Chinele lanpuage; frequently the
noun is not diltinguifhed from the verb, and the fame
word which, according ro the place it is pur in, is a
fubftantive, may become an adje@live and even an

wadyerb, -

For example, thefle two words Ngai, I love; Siang,
1 tgjg._qiy be both nouns and verbs; if they are
placed before another word fo as to fignify fome ac-
tion, they are verbs: Example, Ngo ngai ni, 1 love
you; Ngo fiangta, J think of him : Butif on the con-
trary they are fet before “nother without fignifying an
aftion, they beeome mouth: Example, Ngo i ngai,
My fove; Ngoti fiang, My thoughe.

Tur adjeflive always goes before the fubflantive,
Hao giny, Good myn: b€ if the fame word fellows
another it crrrn"s a fubflantive, as Gin ti kao, The
;oudn.!f"f man; it appears that the word Hao, whigh
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an adj-&ive when it comes before the word Gin, be-
es a fubftantive when it fullows it
Tug particle Tséc is oftenadded to fubfantives, and
it is proper to many; for inltamce, Fang tsée, Am
houfe; Co tsée, Fruit; however we mult obierve, that
it is only added to thole fubRfantives which can never
be adjectives.
Tue cafes and numbers are known on'y by the com=
pofitions; the plural number is diftinguilhcd by the
particle Men, which is common to all nouns; here
follow fome examples, Gim, a Many; Gin men, Men ;
Ta, He 3 Ta men, They. N
Bur when the noun is preceded by fome word that
fignifies bers, then the particle Men is not ufed
alter the rigun.

Tre parficle Ti oftém makes the genitive cafe both
fingular and plural, when it comes after nouns, a8 Gin'
ti hao, The goodnefs of man; CGin men ti hao, The
goodnefs of men : There are no other cales in the Chi=
nefe language.

Tre particle Ti is alfo fometimes put after-pronouns
like derivatives: Example, Ngo ti keou, My dog: Ts ~
te keou, His dog. o

THE comparatives are al{o formed by ald.inx_gq:ﬂ'-
ticles; for inftance, they ufe the particle Keng, which
1 always put before the nouns, and fignifies Muchg
Keng hao, Betrer; The particle To is frequenly ufe
ey which fignifies alfo Mugn, but it is commenly
put after the noun, Hao tof Berter ; Yuen to, farther
off.

Tue particle, ghich denotes the fuperlative, may
be put before or after the hiouns; fo that one may fay
Thive haoy or Hao thve, Bell; Thve Gao, or Siso tliveg
Smallelt.» e
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TaEe ‘particle Te kin alfo denotes the fuperlative de-
gree ; Hao te kin, Beft ; Ta te kin, Greateft ; Siao te

.. kin, Smalleft.

-

Of the Proxouxs.

ERE are no more than three pronouns in ths

Chinefc language, and thefe are perfonal, Ngo,
I; Ni, Thou; and Ta, He; they become plural by the
addition of the particle Men.

‘Taex become puffcﬂivu by adding the particle Tj,
Ngo ti, Mine; Ni iy Thine ; Ta tr, His: Add the
puticle Men, and the {ame words will fignify Ours,
Yours, &c. Ngo men ti, Ours; Nimen ti, ¥ours.

Tux pronouns pofcfiive, like thole of napon or fa-
mily, are diftinguifhed only from the deiivatives by
putting after the pronoun the name of the country,
city, &c. Ngo ti koue, My kingdom ; Ngo ti fou,
My city.

Cuou is the particle which is made ule of for the
pronoun-aclative, Which or Who j this particle is ne-
wer joined with that which denotes the plural number.

. Of .the VEnrns.
‘f-ﬂ
HE prefent, the preterperfe®, and the furure,
are properly the_only tenfes the Chinele verbs
bave: The verb pafive ig exprefled by the particle Pi.
WaHEN there is no paiticle added to the verb, and
it is only joined with the pronouns perfonal Ngo, T, Ta,
it is a fign of the prefent teafe.
Tre addition of the partiCie Leao denotes the pre-
terperiet, or the time paft,
. To Ghinguifh the future tenfe they e the particle
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fiang, or Hoeij——but examples will more plainly
cw lhi.l . -

PRESENT TENSE. .

Siscurar Nunser.

Ngo ngai. I love.
Ni ngai. Thou loveft.
Ta ogai. He loveth.

" Prumat.
Ngdpmen ngai. We love.
Ni E ngai. Ye love.
Ta méh ngai. They love.

PRETERPERFECT TENSE.

SiNGcULaAR.

—

Ngo npai leao, 1 bave loved,

Ni ngai leao. Thou hafl loved.

Ta ngai leao. sHe hath iﬁﬂﬁﬁ i
PLruraw .

Ngo men ngai leao, We have loved,

Ni men ngai lesc.  ,  Ye have loved,

‘Ta men ngai leao, They have loved.
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s FUTURE TENSELE
. SrxevuLar
Ngo haei ngai. 1 fhall Tove.
Ni haei ngai. Thou fhalt love.
Ta baci ngai., He fhall love.

PLY xad

Ngo men haci ngai. We finall love.

Ni men haci ngai. Ye fhall love.

Ta men haei ngai. "They fhall lose,
o

¢

Tue optative mood is formed by thele words, Pa
pou te, which fignify O that 1 Would 1o God | For ex-
ample, Pa pou te ngo ngai, Would to God I might
love ; Pa pou te ni ngai, Would to God thou might=(i
love, c.

Tae greatell part of the verbs of alion may have a
paflive fignification; bur the verb allive is always pu:
kaum which are the fubjedt of the aticn,

ExawmrPrLE,

Npgo npgai ni. I love thee.
+Ngo ta ni, . I firike thees.

It would be an abfurd and fenfelefls manner of fpea-
king to fay,
v Ngo ni ngai. B

Ngo ni ta,

.

¢ : “
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Ox the contrary the verb paffive always, follows
noun, adding the particle Pi, which denotes the )
.

ve.
-
Ngo pi ta ngai. I ant loved by him. =
Ngo pi ta ta. Lam ftracke by him.

; »
Tas preterperfe@ and the future are formed with
the fame particles that are ufed for ghe verb altive,

Of the PrErPOSITIONS,

OTwiITHSTANDING the fmall number of words

in,the Chinefe linguage, yet it is very copious,

I not nn‘y%;cnul’o the fame word may be both noun

and verb, but becaule it may often be an adverb, pres
poliion, &ec. .

Tue Chincfc have therefore fome prepofitions that
ar= not naturally (o but by cultom, fuch as thefe words,
Tiien, Before; Heou, Afrer; Chang, Above; Hiay
Delow ; they are prepofitions if they are juined to a
verb, and come beforeit; but they are poftjofitions if
they are joined 10 a noun, and lollow it; for example,
Sien tlo, | go befure, Heou laf, T come ".frery Lhang
tieou, 1 go above; Hia tfeou, | come below ; thele are
prepofitions becaule they are put before the verbs ; but
the following word Fang thien, Betore the houfe ; Mus
en heon, Behind the door ;3 T'cho chang, upon the tables
Ti hia, Beneath, the carth, aie pofltpofitions becaule
they are put after the nouns,

Tus fame mufy be underftood of Nui, Within 3 Vai,
Without ; and other words of the fame nature,

.
| -
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.Of!h ADVERBS.

- HERE are properly no adverbs in the Chinef:
language, they" only becoming fo by cuftom, o
by the place wt poflcls in the difcourfe : We are tre.
quently obliged to ufe feveral words to exprefs the ai.
verbs of other languages 3 they have none that are de.
monftrative or proper to calling and exhorting, but in
their flead we muft ufe nouns and verbs ; the follow.
ing are commonly uled, viz. of

Defiring Papoute . Would to God
Ju ho Which way.'

Alking Ho ju In what mraner.
‘Tieng mo How.

Aanfwering Chi oui tfe gén Certainly.

Tching tie Indeed.
Confirming < Co gen Moft cerrainly.
Ching tchingtre Molt truly.

Deslog ind {Pou or mo No.

Y Pou jo Thatisnot convenient.
wibiddiag Pou gen No certainly.

Doubting Hocor Hoctche Perhaps.
[that.
Chuling Viog Better, rather thisthaa




; Ling
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Keng chao Much lefs. .
[Comparing Kengor Keng to Much more.
Keng hao Better,
-
A f:mbling Tong or y tong "Qogether. ’

Futthermore. s
Separately.

L
e Kin Diligently.
Encrealing { Riang Stoutly.
Kin ge " To-day.
| Min ge T -morrow.
| " I'lo ge Yefterday. [dey.
\‘ Thien ge The day before y-fter=
Heou ge After to-morrow,
; Fehe le Here, [ vay.
Place { I'see Fiom thence, or chat
Y e Once,
Nember Eul inEe T\:-ce.
(hang tchang  Otten,
’ T
Tiyor teou y Firflly.
Oider Heou mien Next.
I'chong or tong Laltly.
The Event Hoe gen- * May be.
Similitude Jue As.
o Pou ju Not as. :
D‘m!de Pou tong Differendly] =~ ¢ '
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. Clao
Quality To. it
* ((Keou
| Excludirg T

A thinp not

quite done, E Lt st

864 ﬁtCn:nw‘ftAﬁ.

v (\." - I
LIEN
A little.
Much.
Enough.

Only.

Almoft.

0f NumBeRs and their PARTICLES.

HE Chinefe bave feveral particles proper to num
bers; they are generally ufed, and in a way pe
culiar to thi: language, for every.noun hais a particl
fignifying the number that is proper to ig: Whereat
in our language, One, Two, Three, are applied to dii:
ferent things, and we fay, A man, Two wrmen
Three fheep, but this method of expicflion would b
grofc and barbarous 10 a Chinele.  Lach noun mu
be exprefled with a particle proper to it, but ex
amples will make this mere plain; below you have th
Chinefe numbers, and then the particles of numbers
. which mufl be uled with cach noun,

-

The Caingsk NuMBrrs.

Y.
Eul,
San,
Ssee,
Ou,

%,

One.

Two.
Three.
Four.

Five.

Six.

Sev .



- Eul pe, Two hundred. é 9 U
Y. tfien, A thoufagd. & >3
Y ouan, Ten thoufand. | .
Eul ouan, . Twenty thoufand, - ' ©
Che ouan, An bundred w s -
ch ouans . A milliens v [ n -1 4

Of-PantacrLeEs s NuMBERS: |
O is made ufe of for men; Y co gin, amany ¥
o fougin, a woman. :
Hogt is made ufe of for illuftrious men ; IM‘ '
gin, an illufirious perfon. Y
Tecue or tchi is made ufe of for fhips, dogs, lten'y v
and all other things, which though mentioned alone
fhould be fellowed, as fhoes, ftockipgs, &c. thus they
fay, Y tchi chuen, A fhip s X tchi keou, A dogy ¥

tchi hia, A -thoe; Yirchi ki, A hen. 5«17 e

Tia0 is made ufe of for things that sre long and
fufpended; Y tiao lou, A cgnfer, and hinehbw

A rope. 4

Ouuupogu.ﬂim Y ouei yu..l«ﬁﬁ- e

Kex is madenl‘eoifor long lhapooﬁeuhcnm
#‘a.‘m"-'. ¢ 9p . ' 53

Tcuanc is mafe u&o{ for paper, a table; and 2
feat; .Y tchang tchi, A fheet of paper ; Y tchang teho,

A wbletsY tchang y, A feat, -~ 0

Vu.l- N gt A5

A e
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CunaonG is made ufe of for like things that are com-
'ho.nl} ' together 3 Y choang hiai, A pair of fhoes,
Y choang oua, A pairof ftockings,
Kik« is made ufe of for chambers or houfes; Y kicn
“‘g An houie or chamber.
Fo is made ufe of for whole pieces of cloth or filk;
Y fo pou, A cloth; ¥ fo cheou, A piece of particular
fort of filk: It is alfo ufed for pictures.
Mgy is made ufe of for pearls and precious things ;
Y mei tchin, A pearl.
“Terv is made ule of for perfumes ; Y tchu hiang,
A paftil,
P1 is fometimes made ufe of for garmemts of cloth
or filk, but moft properly for a horfe ; Y pi ma, A
horle.
Pex is made ufe of for books; Y pen chu, A book.
TinG is made ufe of for caps or hats; Y ting kin,
A cap.
I'so is made ufe of for great houles and walls; Y tlho
fang, An houfe: Y tfo ching, A wall.
~ 'Texc is proper to oxen and cows; Y teng nicon,
An ox.
Mousnis made ule of for mufquets: Y mouen thang,
~ A barrel of a gun.
To is made ufe of for flowers; Y to hoa, A
flower.
Lix€ js made ufe of for garmentsy ¥ ling poa, A

Ta: or Pen is made ufe of for comedies; Y tai, cr
Y pen bi, A comedy. -

Co is made ufe of for trees; Y ¢o chu, A wee.
. Musx is made ule of for Randasds; Y miea ki, A
fandard . }




-mam-kdhm mmm&" i
; Y tao cheou chi, a book of JU8
Tcauk-ﬂe&a&hfe&mn&m;’t’
ﬂl.m‘m " -
Qnunmﬂcu&dhmcwn qnu
iy A pen. ¥y
g Col:nndeufeofformuipﬂk; Yeo-.,_a,. ,*
‘f‘ln“m’“
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