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Electric Light Btation, 867 sguare yards; Grant House (now
ogcupied by the Chief of the Fire Brigade), 2,716 square ysards;;
Incinerator, 525 square yards ; Health Department Stables and
Chawls, 12,453 sguare yards—total 28,891 square yards. i

Dealing first of all with the Workshop question, it is clea
that at the higher rate of rent te be levied by Government after
the first ten years the site would be a most expensive one, and
on the basis of 25 years’ purchase or 4 per cent. Interest works
out to Rs. 1,62,330 or Rs. 20 per square yard, while the report
of the Executive Engineer shows that a site of 12,000 square
yards in the Agripada direction, inclusive of the cost of filling
in, would not aggregate more than Rs. 60,000. It maust,
however, be remembered that the expense of a move does not
begin and end here. From recent personal inspection with the
Executive Engineer, I am convinced that many of the buildinga
and a guantity of machinery is in a most dilapidated siate, as,
for instance, the corrugated iron roof of the main building,
carpenters’ and wheel-wrights’ shop and the present brass foundry
shad, also the materials of the masonry of the walls and
buildinge, while the existing boiler foundations were laid at
considerable expenses and are irremoveable.

The Esxecutive Engineer estimates the cost, therefore, of
removing, re-erecting, renewing and fitting up the Workshops
on & pew site at Rs. 1,211,060, which, with the addition of
Rs. 60,000 for the site, makes a grand total of Rs, 1,81,060. I
am of opinion that this estimate is under the mark, and that
nothing short of two lakhs would cover the outlay.

As regards the Store-yard, the value of the land at the rate
claimed by Government comee to Rs 94,220, A large portion
of this arem is covered with old and uselegs drain pipes which
may as well be transferred to the drainage Store-yard. If, as
estimated by the Executive Engineer, only 2,678 square yards
are required for this purpose, and a site in the same direction as
that proposed for the Woskshops can be obtained for Rs. 13,890,

lus the cost of removal, erecting sheds, and fitting up, say,
8. 11,650, it is obvious that the retention of the Store-yard on
its present site possesses no advantages for the Municipality.
lectric Light Installation.—This question is fully discussed in
the Executive Engineer's report, and I concur in that officer’s
opinion that the best and most economical course is to move the
engine and plant bodily to the compound of the Arthur Crawford
Markets. )

Grant House.—1 do not recommend the Corporation to retain
this somewhat extensive area. The reut for such a large plot of
ground must necessarily be high, and the advantages to be
obtained by no means correspond. It will be far better to
relinquish this house and grounds as scon as the mnew head-
quarters are ready for tha Chief Officer of Fire Brigade’s residence
and allow- house rent to the Asgistant Execufive Engineer,
Mechanical Braach, ¢
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The Fucinerator.—The Health Officer proposes to extend the:
capacity of the existing Incinerator from three eells to -twelve
ebgs and for this purpose and the erection of & new chimney 200
{eet high, an area of 2,500 square yards will be required. . I gm:

éxtremely doubtful as to the suitability of the preseut site for-am:
Incinerator, and it would be necessary 4o  aseertain whether
Government, in case of their resuming the majoy part ofthd
. froperty uunder discussion, would permit $he ereetion| of ‘a-dnrgd
noinerator any-where thereon. This question ecan be seitled
as soon as the Corporation bhave come fo a decision on': tid
other points before them. : v

Healtt Department Stables and Chawls.—Both the Executive
Health Officer and the Executive Engineer are of iopinion that
the stables and chawls should stay where they are, and looking
to the impossibility of finding another site at all, or sven then
one half as convenient, I concur in that view, To sumamup,’ X
congider that the most economical course in the long run - wonld
be to remove the Workshops and sfore-yard to another and lets
expensive site ; (2) to shift the Electric Light engine and plant to
the compound of the Crawford Markets ; (8) to abandort the site
aud bangalow known as Grant House as soon as the new Fire
Brigade quarters are completed ; (4) to retain the site ececupied
by the Health Department Stables and Chawis ; (5) to settle the
question of enlarging and keeping the Incinerator on ita present
Bite subject to the permission of Government, '

I would request the fawor of the Standing Committee and the
Corporation coming to as speedy a decisiou as such important
matters will allow, and beg to point out that a fiual reply is due
to Government within five months’ time.—1I have, &e.

P. C. H. SNOW, Acting Commissioner,

Precis prepared by the Sccretary of the Papers relating to site of
Workshops, Stables, &e., Bori Bunder.

‘When the work of constructing the eastern boulevard, afterwards

*Govern
ment Resolu-
tion No. 6, P.
W. D., 298th
Jlnuargy 1896
(P. 149), of file
forwarded with
Mr. Snow's No.
13998 of 7ith
October 1895.

Mr. Craw-
ford’s letter to
Governmen t,
No. 2865, dated

17th November.

1865, (p. 10).

known as Rampart Row East, and recently re-
named Mint Road, was about to be taken in hand
by Government in 1865, the Municipal Commissio-
ner was asked to arrange for the removal of part of
the old Fort Market belonging to the Corporation
a8 also certain Municipal Stables, the totnl area of
which was about 500 square yards.*

Just before this, the Commisgioner had applied
to Government for the grant of land for the site of
pew markets, and in agreeing to arrange for the
removal of the portion of the old market and stables

‘required for the boulevard, stated as follows semm - |

“ Near the old Rifle Lines on the Esplanade is 'a strip of
ground rented o the Municipality from Government as a storage

ground. Adjoining it is vhoaut

vernment ground odcupied by
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-sgimattera of most ﬁ}!zhé habits. Like all Government ground in
that part it is insufficiently fenced and is the reeort of beggars
and tramops of all kinde. It s full of foul and dirty holiows and
generally rﬁmre levelling, 6.—Though it is & rongh road to
the foot-bridge over the G. I. P. Railway line, a path fenced
by railings on each side runs at right angles to the road and the
footbri along the G. I. P. Railway line to the mouth of
Dongri Cooly Street. 7.—On the right hand side of this path
by -the Mutton Market is a siding which we have arranged with
the Railway authorities to make a temporary fown sweeping
siding for the sweepings from the Fort, Colaba, and Mandvi,
It is secluded from public view, away from the inhabited town of
the main line, from view of which it will be easy to screen it,
and in every way most convenient to the Railway authorities and
the Municipality. 8.—I propose, therefore, that Government
shall rent the ground marked AAAA to the Mubnicipality at a
nominal rent-on condition of the Municipality levelling the whole
of it (which will be very expeusive). That I be permitted to .sef
back the palings on the west of the foot-path so as to permit two
carts to° pass in the passage. That I be permitted to erect on
the vacant ground moveable stables of wood and iron with the
rough rubble foundations, to be removed at six month’s notice.
ou other suitable ground being provided by Government, who
are about to take up the present Municipal stables for public
purposes. 9.—Mr. Khandas Muncharam, I may state, has
visited the spot with' me and has no- objection to the above
arrangement. 10.,—I would add that it is proposed to abandon
the Chinchbunder siding directly the new arrangement at Bori
Bunder and Byoculla can be made. 11.—Both the -Railway
officials and the Municipality find it very inconvenient and
unsuitable, and it was an intolerable nuisance to passengers by
the trains and fo the inhabitants of that densely populated
locality even when only 260 carts of refuse were sent daily. We
are now sending 450 carts and shall soon despatech 700 daily.
12.—I venture to solicit the very earliest possible reply to this
communuication.”

On 6th December 1865, Captain Fuller, Secretary tfo the
Architectural Improvement Committee, in his
letter No. 704, to the Secretary to Government,
P.W. D., wrote : “I am directed to inform you that the Committee
see no abjection to the ground applied for being rented to the
Municips! Commissioner, and suggest that the annual charge
of one pie per square yard be levied in consideration of the
expense of filling in-the ground. 2.—A sketch* showing the
site allotted, being part of that originally given for the Interna-
tional Exhijbition, is hLerewith annexed. I{ contsins about

acres and the annual rental will, therefore, be Rs. 176 mors

or less.” '
e The akotch referred to in this letter it not among theso papers.—

See page 8.
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. Thereupon Government 4 passed the following, Resolution,

Bee pages 7-8. No. 1521/2506, of 9th December 1865 :— £

 Letter from the Municipal Commisegioner, No. 2385, 8ated
17th November 1865, states that Government having dirested
the eonstruction of the Eastern Boulevard, he has been requested
to remove a portion of the public markets and other buildibgs,
but that the markets being veated in the Corperation, they
cannot be removed without theixr sanction, which he ' cannot
apply for until other markets nre provided, and solicite®be
favour of the earliest possible sanction being given for & site
on the Esplanade. Also requests that a strip of land marked
AAA on the accompanying plan may be rentéed at a nominal
rent to the Muuicipality for the erection of stabling on certain
conditions.”

Report on the above by the Secretary fo the Architectural
Improvement Committee, No. 704 of the 5th December 1865,

Resolution.—Government are pleased to sanction the applica~
‘¢ion of the Municipal Commissioner for = site for stabling as
expressed in paragraph 8 of his letter, on the terms proposed by
the Architectural Improvement Committee in paragraph 1 of
their letter.

The application for 8 site for markets will be disposﬁd of
hereafter.

T. Dowpen, Lt., R.E,,
Under-Secretary to Government.

The Executive Engineer has nothing on his records to show

P. 5. distinetly the terms on which the land occupied by
. P. 3l the Workshops and Store-yard for Special Drainage
‘Works was settled between Government and the Municipality,
but Mr. Walton, late Executive Engineer, in his precis, states
that the permission to hold the gronnd was given by Government
without any restriction under its Resolution No, 187/435
C. W, P. W. D, of 9th March 1866. ~ It is observable (1) that

P. 29. by Government Resolution No. 8493, Revenue De-
partment, of 11th October 1867, the sanction to the holding
© P. 80. of the land is *‘ on sufferance only,” whilst Govern-
ment Resolution No, 187/485—C. W., of 9th March 1866,

P. 80, relating to the Drainage Works Hfore-yard, ¢ aanc-
tioned ** the arrangement ‘‘to occupy,” and (2) that in the
Vealoation BStatement of real property belonging to the
Corporation prepared by the late Mr. Narayan Vasudev
and Mr. Nasarwanji Chandabhoy, dated 20th January 1871,
it is stated ( page 1 ) with regard to the Shope and Sture-yard
that <‘‘the land belongs to Government.” ‘The statement
does not specify whether the ground was held on lesse or
sufferance, details which the &iatement does give as.to other
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itema,® Nor was this partionlar land entered in My. Carwford’s
list of liabilities oh secount of Government land appended to
the Finance Committee’s Report of 11th Octuber 1871, oun the
strength of which circuamstance the executive Engineer, Mr.
Walton,.surmised that the ground was given to the Municipality
free for the carrying out of improvements, a supposition which
he considered was justified by the circumstance that the
Government of Bir Bartle Frere were always favourably disposed
towards the Municipality, an instance of which was shown by the
passing of Government Resolution No. 1199, General Depart-
ment, of 1866, which even went so far as fo make over, under
certain restrictions, all vacantpublic lands adjoining the roads
and Btreets. Moreover, it must be borne in mind thas, whilst no
rent was demanded for the land occupied for the workshops =and
Stores until 1890, the payment of rent for othet lands held from
P. 31, the State was never allowed to fall into arrears.
Even in Resolution No. 2865, Revenue -Deparéi

Corporation’s title to the Workshops an.. Store ground.t -

This contention of Mr, Walton’s, howevar, is disputed by, fﬁéq

Collector of Bombay, who, in his letter 1o thé
says: ‘So far as my information goes this view (viz., ‘ fhint th
ground ie the absolute property of the Municipality,” subject only
to an annual rent charge of one pie the square yard) is
not in agreement with the records of the case, which seem

= A Commissioner, No. L. R./24 of 4th January ]893&)

to show that the tenancy is a yearly tenancy,” Again in-

P 138 letter No. L. R./88 of 14th idem, he says:

ST “ Government received no valuation for the land
and gave no permanent title to the Municipality. The
sole stipulation was for the payment of an annual rent. As
the land is simply rented the tenancy, is of necessity =
yearly tenmncy, and as such is terminable on 6 months’ notice.”
The papers were placed before the Government Solicitor, who
recorded the opinion that the Municipal occupation was on =a
Yearly tenancy, oo which advice Government directed the issue

P. 140, of 6 months’ notice (Government Resolution No.
376-C., W.—1491 of 16th August 1890).

Again the SBecretary to Government, P. W. D., in his letter to
the Commissioner, No. 6-R. of 29th January 1895, comments
on the facts that the evidence goes to show that the intention of

overnment was (a) merely to allow the temporary use of the
ground, which apparently was mainly required for storage
purposes ; (b) to permit the erection of temporary stables to the

* Note by the Secretary.—Mr. Walton does not refer to the fact that in this Valna-
tion Statement 10,208 yards of ground, the site of the old mutton, fish and grass
markets, were entered as being the absolute property of the Corporation.

¢ Nots by the Seerstary—Although Mr. Walton does not note the circumstance,
this Government Resolution quotes the fact that the land wae let to the Corporation
Yon.s tenaney-stewill.” s

L4
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ment, of 20th April 1887, Governmer’ did not dispute ibe,

N

'
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extomt ; naceamary to replacedhose which had beon given.up 3 (o)
t,.hx::g i'ﬁfeption ta provide !;zthen suitable ground for similar -stable:
accommodation in the event of the area granted under the. appli-
cation referred to being resumed. That the power $o resums
pessession and the ecovenant limiting buildings: to * moeveable
stables of wood and iron with rough rubble foundations »* would;
the Becretary to Government points out, have been unneceesary if.
it had been the intention to make over the land on & permanenk
lense. .There are other circumstances, argues the -Collecker,:
also, which strongly corroborate the view thas the Municipality:
did mnot claim any permanent title, for in 1866 and 1878 por-
tions, aggregating nearly 7,000 yards of the 'arem, were re~.
linguished by the Municipality and were made over to the G. I. P,
ilway Company by or for Government, and it does not. appear
MAY ihy payments for compensation on this account were
i the, "ea‘{:'y, ‘or made to the Municipality, and the absence of any
' pi) ments ‘appears to be only reconcileable with the assurbp~
4 fialand was Government land, held for temporary use
‘Pthetwise required, which seemingly was the view of the
iblabddo Fee Fund Committes in 1875, when Colonel Han-
: a member of the Committee, minuted: ** The adjscent
igecupied by the Municipal Workshops is not, I believe,
i{)a.l, but Government property resumable at will.” Mr.
spdder, the Commissioner, also a member of the Committiee,
minuted immediately below, and did not dissent from this view..

The plan of the land originally made over, farnished by the
Secretary to the Architectural Improvement Committee, under

P, 44. date of 12th February 1866, marked AAA, was a
sketch or outline plan only. From the letter to the Commissioner

Pp 42 o 55. from the Municipal Sclicitors, dated 20th November
1890, letter from the Commissioner, No. 19348 of &th
Pecember following, and other papers, it will be observed that
there has been some difficuity in identifying the land, but after

P. 156, projonged correspondence it was found By Mr.
J. W. 8mith, Acting Executive Engineer, that the area in ques-
tion is that comprised within plan No. 424, which comprises

P. 98, 29,812 yards. This plan, No. 427, shows within
green lines the land comprised in the sketch plan AAA and ocon-
tained within the 20,812 yards, The Acting Executive Eugineer;

P. 98, in his letter to the Commissioner, No. 871 of $th
April 1892, appended a statement showing the deductions to be .
made from the total area in order to arrive at the remaindet,
the 19,687 yards now in guestion,

This works out as follows :— LR C

Deduct 9,047 yards land obtained from Government, under
Resolution, No. 187-C.W./435, dated 9th March 1866, shown in

P. 101. The Municipal Register, No. 427 dated 30th Maroh
1892, (acquired for Drainage Stores). The words of the ‘Resd-
lution being *¢ for the purpose of using it as a store grouund.”
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Deduct 403 yards, being plot A, on plan 424 as above, obtaired
from Government in exchange for plot B, on samne plan, under
Government Resolution No. 2365 of 20th April 1887; 175 yards,
plot C, an No 424, as above, belonging to the Municipality and
recently included in the Workshaops eompound ; total area 29,312;
deduct s abave 9625, total 19,687. This ground is occupied as
follows ==~~Workshops 8,112 yards; BStore-vard, 4,711 yards;
Rlectric Light Station, 367 yards; Grant House, 2,716 yards ;
Incinerator, 525 yards ; Stables and Chawls, Health Department,
12,458 yards——total 23,891 yards,

Note.——A part of the und was occupied in former years in front of the existing
Stables ag the Beef Markets, until the Crawford Markets were opened (ses Executive
Engineer's No, 7610 of November 891, page 88 of the fils). . ‘

No question of payment of rent for the land oecupied by the

r. 6 Shops and Store-yards was raised until 80th July

. 1889, when the Executive Engineer, Presidency, i’
his letter No. 3388, to the address of the Chief Acconntant and
with reference to Government Resolution No. 1521/2506~—of
9th December 1865, as above, requested information as ““to
which office the rent of the ground ™ had been paid. ’

The Chief Accountant having no knowledge of any such pays-

P14 ment, asked for information as to where theland fm

e question was situated, but on being informed by the
Executive Engineer, Presidency, that the land was that occupied
by the Shops, Stables &c., the Chief Accountant addressed the

B 15 Executive Engineer, Municipality, letter No. 1431

) . of 2nd September following. Meantime the Collee-
tor of Bombay, in his letter to the Commissioner, No. L. R.{1604

- of 21st August 1890, stated that Government,

T in the P, W. D. bad resolved to demand arrears of
the same at one pie per yard per annum from 1st December 1868
for the 16,898 yards 8o occupied, and requesting payment of Rs.
1,843-8-8, being rent for 21 Joars from 9th December 1%68 to
8th December 1889, at the rate Rs. 88-0-2 a year.*

It is not so stated in the papers; but I may add that, on the
4th July 1892 the Corporation, on the application of the Commis-
sioner, sancéioved the payment of Rs. 2460-14-0, in settlement
;)g t.ge arrears of rent demanded by Government to 8th December

92,

On 5th September 1890, the Collector in his letter to the Com-
B missioner, No. 1700, forwarded a formal notice of

“3'22% : the same date of the determination of the tenancy

o of the 1and at the expiration of half a year * next
after the end of ome hanlf-year fromn the service of thia notice.”

* The explanation of the arrears only being claimed from 1868 is found in the

Controller’s” memo. No. 1088 of 26th August of that year, from which it appeaza

:hﬂi Rll_i?ﬂ-l2-9 for the rent up to 8th Decemnber wad claimed by Government

I wonid appear from the Colleotor of Bomnbay's lotter to the Commissioner, Nao,

1988 of 1vth October 1891, that the rent fur subsequent years. was neither claitned
uor paid watil 1891,

55
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The Commissioner on receipt of the notice asked (letter to the
Page 26 Collector, No. 12189 of 11th idem) whether Govern-
. ment intended to put the Municipality to the enor-
mous expense of removing their Workshops, plant and other
structures located on ths ground in guestion. To this the
Collector anawered (letter No., 1779 of 16th of the same) thht
the notice was mnot necessarily for the purpose of resuming the
land, but to make things clear for a future arrangement.
On 4th April 18938, the Municipal Solicitors advised the Com-
Page 140, misgioner that the legal position of the Corporation
is that of yearly tenants, although this is not in
their opinion the unatural outcomne of the arrangements come to
in 1865, but is due to the unfortunate ecircumstance that no
formal lease or other document embodying the terms agreed to
was then executed and registered, and that, cousequently, the
Corporation are not in a position to enforce that arrangement as
against Government. The proposal made in 1865 by the CGom-
missioner does mnot read as a proposal to take on a mere yearly
tenancy determinable by Government on six months’ notice
without giving any compensation or equivalent. “It sBeems
impossible to resist the conclusion that what was in the contem-
plation of everyone who had to do with the matter was something
in the nature of a permanent tenancy, subject to the right of
Government to determine such tenancy a§ six months’ notice
““on other suitable ground being provided by Gorvernment.’’
Notwithstanding the Collector’s statement that Government
received no valuation for the land and gave no permanent title,
it does appear that there was a substantial and valuenble consi-
deration for creating the permanent title which, according to the
8olicitors’ view, was clearly intended, though, unfortunately,
never legnally perfected ; it was clearly on the faith of some per-
manency of title that the Municipality undertook the expense
of filling in and levelling the ground,
Again, in their letter to the Commissioner, of 11th March 1893,
Page 171. the Solicitors remarked that the ground for the site
of the stables was given in substitution for the
site of other Municipal stables required of Government for public
purposes. It does uot seem to be snggested that the Munieipali-
ty fuiled on their part in filling in the ground, although it is
now sought after the lapse of time, to minimize the value of what
they did by suggesting (para. 7 of Government letter No. 6 R,
P. W. D, of 29th January 1895}, ‘* that the necessity for levell-
ing was not in reality a very serious factor.”” As a matter of faet
this was the factor on which the Crunmissioner ventured to base
liis application in 1865 and tke factor whieh induced Government
to sanction the application. In conclusion, the Solicitors sng-
gested that a farther reference might be made to Government for
Page 168. modifying the terms demanded. In the meantime,
the Secretary to Government, Public Works Depatt-
ment, in his letter No. 6 R. of 29th January 1893, informed the
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Commissioner that Government will be prepared to sanction
the grant of a plot for the stables, but that with reference to the
whole area, the utinost Government can admit is (a), the intention
to allow the Municipality the temporary use of the land which
apparently was at the outset mainly required for storage purposes;
(b) the intention to permit the erection of temporary stables
to the extent necessary to replace those which had been given
up ; and (¢) the intention to provide other suitable ground for
gimilar stable accommodation in the event of the area granted
originally being resumed. Government do not consider that even
if there had been a formal lease, the terms, thereof, would have
done anything more than grant the temporary use of the land.
His Excellency in Council cannot allow that the Municipality
have any claiin for a permanent lease on terms below the market
value, except in regard to a site for stable similar in area to the
site cccupied by the stables removed fér road improvement.
Government are willing to grant 1,000 square yards, in a position
they will select for the purpose on the plot in question, on a
renewable lease al the existing ground rent ; but in regard t{o the
bulance ® does not appear to Government that a case has been
made out for any special concession. The Corporation have
already had the use of the land on most favourable terms for
many years, and for purposes not contemplated in the original
permissions and it now appears to Government that a fair rent
should be charged for as much of the site as the Municipality
wish to retain  * * and the Collector will be asked to report
ag to the revised rent to be imposed from 1at April 1896,
On 5thofuly last, ithe Commissioner in Lis letter No. 6935
Page 178. (prepared by the Municipal Bolicitors) replied to
this letter, stating that the Municipality desire to
retain the whole area. But he asked for a further consideration of
the question, and urged that some permnaunancy of tenure inust have
beer contemplated. He gratefully acknowledged that Govern-
ment had practically recognised lf?is principle by now permitting
the Corporation to coutinue in oecupation on ecertain terms. fle
pointed out that Government remarked that, in 1866 and 1876,
the Municipality, at the instance of Government, relinquished for
railway purposes about 7,000 yards of the land origiually granted
without elaimning any compensation—a fact which seems to be
only reconcileable, with the assumption that the land was Govern-
ment land, held for temporary use. He had been unable to trace
the circumnstances under which the 7,000 yards were relinquished,
but he might be permitted to point out that, ex hypothesi, Govern-
ment no doubt reserved the rigit to resume all the land on six
months’ notice, and that the circumstance that when portious
of the )and were resumed no claim was made for compensation
may well have been due to the circumstance that what remained
wae sufficient for the Municipality, and to the fact of the
absence of any legal instrument under which alone such a
claim could be maintained. In conclusion, the Commigsionex
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asked that some modified terms might be .fixed for -4he son-
tinuance . of the tenapcy. The Becretary to Goverument iu
Pago 187. replying stated in his letter to $he Commissionery
i A No. 103 of 27th Angusi last, that 11is Excellency in
Conneil will be prepared to grant the Mnnio_iga]ity a }ease for
99 years with one renewal for a like period, on the condition now
adoptéd for Esplanade leases at a rental of Rs. 24,080 per anvum,
after dedueting the 1,000 yards for stables. This lis less than
the full estimated rent value, and Government are farther willing
to remit one-half of the amount for the first ten years of the
lease.
. This offer of Government is open for six months
i from 27th August. ‘ '
At the conelusion of this correspondence, the Solicitors, on 6th
September last, advised that there is no slternative
Page 194. legally'®ut to pubmit to the terms of Governmens
or vacate the land.
The question (1) of the probable relative cost of retaining the
tenancy of the whole land and (2) of giving up portions of the land
and removing the Shops and Stores and Electric Light Station

are coucisely stated in the opening paragraphs of the Commis-
pioner’'s letter. ’

The Standing Committee submitted the following
report:—
The Standing Committee beg to state, with referq to the

Tattor to the Secretary, No, 18096, dated 7th October  1oFr0r, 10D She Aot
r e Secretury, No. ate ctober - s e -
1895, from the Acting Commissioner on the sabject of ]n,g Munlc}pa‘l Com
the tenure by the Municipality of Government land INIS8IONEr as pey
forming the site of the Municipal Workshops, store yard, margin and fhe
Henlth Department stables and chawls, and the town apers relati
sweepings ineinerator, ' pap ating

thereto, that, after
the land and buildings in gnestion had been inspected, the
various points requiring consideration were discussed with Mr.
finow, the Health Officer, and the Executive Engineer, and that
tlre Committee have now to report as follows :—

. 'I'he sres of the ground in question is about 30,000 sgquarse
yards, and Government state that His Excelleney the Governor
an Council will be prepared to grant the Muuicipality a lease of
the gsame for any term not exceeding 99 years, with one renewsl
for a like period, on the conditions now adopted for Esplanade
leases, st a rental of Ra. 24,000 per annum, After deducking
1,000 yards of the area oceupied for stables of the Health. Depart-
ment, which, for certain reasons, Government are willing .te
lease for 99 years at the present rental of oue pie per square yard
per annum. The rate of Rs. 24,000 is. less than the fu!,?ag&i nas
rent value, and Governmeut are further willing to remit ome-hal
of the amount for the first ten years of the lease, . ‘

<y

* oy IR
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- Phe ‘Committee are of the following opinion =
" (@) 'That at the enhanced rentasl asked by Government i
will ‘mot 'pay to retain’ the Yollowing portions of this land, viz. -
MEomn e Ar%n- «
. 8. '
Grant House Compound - wse - ...s? QY'HG

.. Btore Yard . 5w e mes ace s 4711

. Workshops o eee . ues wee . s 8,119

Electrie Light Station... .. o - s 367

Total ... 15,018

(b) That it will enit Municipal requirements to retain the
following areas :—

] Ares.

: 8q. yds.
Health Dopartment Stables and Chawls %, e 12,453
Incinerator Station ... vee % 5%, P 5256

Total to be retained ... 12,978

®,  Qrant House is the residence of the Assistant Engineer,
Mechanieal Branch, but is at present temporarily occupied by
the Chief Officer of the Fire Brigade until the completion of
the Fire Station at Sankli Tank, and, if the house is givem up
to Government, other quarters, or an allowance for house-rent,
will have to be provided for the Assistant Engineer.

Grant House was constructed by the Municipality in 1878,
and, in handing over the area (2,716 =quare yards) oceupied by
the house to Government, it* will be necessary to ask the
Commissioner to ascertain on what terms Government will
take over the buildings an the site. . ,

8. The Store Yard (area 4,711 square yards).—It would
seem desirable to dispose of the old useless materials lying
on this site instead of having them removed to the new store
yard as snggested by the Commissioner in his letter.

4, The Workshops (area 8,119 square yards).—It appears
from fthe statement made by the Executive Engineer that the
immediate removal of the shops would necessitate considerable
expenditure on new buildings not at present absolutely necessary,
wherens the buildings, it allowed to stand, would in any ecase
have to be re-roofed in the course of the mnext two or three
years. It is thought that Government whould be approached
with & view to the gradual removal nnd reconstruetion of the
workshops &t the new site wherever that may be decided upon.

The Commissioner might be asked to represent to Governmens
the . inconvenience and expense which it would be to the Munici-
mty'to clear the workshop site and remove everything to a new

tion, and ask that a period of, gay, four or five vears
mey -be allowed for mcquiring a new site, consirneting buil m?
.erecling plant, &c¢, The Commissioner wonld, of course, have
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to nascertain on what terms this four or five years’ occupancy
would be allowed by Government. : : ,

The Committee does not consider that the reference made te
them covers the need to discuss the wide questions which will
have to be settled regarding tiie new workshops, their ait
their extent, the plant—both new and old, &e. All these wil
doubtless be deait with by a specially appointed Coinmittee.
Pending removal, the repairas to the existing buildinge should
be limited to works absolutely necessary.

5. The Electric Light Station (area 367 square yards).—It is
thought that the most desirable course will be that suggested
by the Cominissioner and the Executive Engineer, viz,, to
transfer the station to the compound of the Crawford Market.

6. To sum up, as regards the areas to be at once or hereafter
to be given up, it i8 recominended that the following areas
should be surrendered to Government at once ;:—

Aren.

Bg. yds.

Grant Houss... see R sos e awe 2,716
Store Yard ... oo Sl o> 358 %% 4711

' Total ... 7,427
and that, subject to the mattera being arranged with Government,
the following further areas be surrendered to Government within
the next four or five years :—

Area.

8q. yds.

Workshopa ... e e e oo - 8,119
Eleotric Light Station ose wow 867

Total ore 8,486

7. As regards the areas to be permanently retained by the
Municipality, it is propesed by the Kxecutive Engineer to con-
tinue thie oceupancy of the Health Departinent stables and chawls
(12,453 square yards), also the site of the incinerator (525 square
yards), and the Health Officer wishes to extend the incinerator
from a capacity of three to twelve cells, thus inereasing the
area of land required from 525 to 2,500 square yards. If this
scheme is carried out, the total area of land required will be—

Area,
8q. yda.
For Health Department Stables, &c. ase s 12,45
¥or lncirerator e .o eee 2,600

Total... 14,958

and instead of the Corporation having to pay a rental of Ra. 24,000
a year for the 80,000 square yards or thereabout, the propor-
tional rental payable for the reduced area will be only mbout
Rs. 11,968.

When settiing ferms with Government, the Commiasioner
might be asked to especially press upon Government the fact that
the sanitary necessities of the city require shat the Corporation
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ghioirld have ample acecommodation for the Health Department in
this locality, and that, taking this circumstance into consideration,
Government might be regnested to accord still more favourable
terms as regards the avea of land to be retained for these
purposes,

8. The Commissioner does not refer to the partieular spot he
would select for the 1,000 square yards which Government offer
on more favourable Serms. and it is not essy to settle this point
as the nreaz recommended to be retained comprise only the
Health Department stables and chawls and the iucinerator, and
in any case the 1,000 square yards of ground cannot be made to
eontain the whole of the buildings of any one particular kind.
1t is therefore recommended that, after the wishes of the
Corporation as to the land to be refained have met with the
approval of Government, an area of 1,000 square yards, cover-
ing the most important of the Municipal buildings, be selected
as that to be held on the more favourable terms.

BHALCHANDRA KRISHNA, Chairman.

19tk February 1896.
No. 24719.

To Tae MUNICIPAL SECRETARY.

Sir,—In reference to the Standing Committee resolution No.
A-18247 of the 12th instant, I have the honor to report that
Government were requested to extend the geriod of reply up to
the 1et May next, and in reply the Under Secretary to Govern-
ment, Public Works Department, states that Government are
pleaged to accede to my request and that the period for a reply
is nceordingly extended to the lst May 1896, the conditions as
to rent commencing from 1st April 1895 to still hold good.—I

have, &c.,
P. C. H. SNOW, Acting Commissioner.

Proposed by Bhalchandra K. Bhatawadekar, KEsq.,
seconded by R, H. Vincent, Esq., C.I.E.—

¢« That the report of the Standiiig Comumittee on the
subject of Government land occupied by the Municipality
for the Workshops, Health Department Stables, &c., be
approved.

¢ 2. That the Acting Commissioner be authorised to
surrender to Government and vacate at as early a date
practicable the following portious of the said land :—

28th February 1806,

Aren
Sq. yds.
Stors Yard containing e PN ... 4911 or thereabéut.
Site of the Electric Light Station e 867 do. .

Total... 6,078 do.
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“ 8, ' That he be requested (1) to ascertain from:Govpen-
ment the terms on which they will purchase ‘‘Grant Hounse,”*
and to inform Government that the site thereof is not
reguired by the Corporation ; (2) to inform Government
that the Corporation consider it undesirable to retain the site
of the Municipal Workshops at the enhanced rental
demanded, but that, as the immediate removal of the shops
would necessitate considerable expenditure on new buwild-
ings not at present absolutely necessary, the Corporation
trust that Government will allow the Corporation to-
continne occupying the grouud occupied by, the shops,
8,119 yards or thereabout for a farther period of four or
five years to allow of a proper settlement of the wide
questions connected with the establishment of new shops
elsewhere. : '

¢4, That Government be informed it is necessary in
order to provide for the sanitation of the surrounding
districts, that the land occupied by the Health Department
stables and chawls, 12,453 yards or thereabout,” and
2,600 yards or thereabout for the sweepings incineration,
sheuld be retained, '

¢ 5. That, in settling the terms on which this area of
14,953 square yards or thereabout shall continue in the
occupation of the Muuicipality, the Acting Commisgsioner
be asked to impress on Government the fact that the
proper conservaucy of the city requives that there should
be ample accommodation on the spot in question for the
Health Department and that, taking this circumstance
into consideration, Government may fairly ba, asked to
accord still more favourable terms for the renewed
occupancy of the ground than those already offered.”

- Amendment proposed by the Hon’ble Mr. Pherozeshah
M. Melita, C.L.E,, seconded by Badrudin bin Abdulla*
Kul’, E”q"- ‘

“ That the President be asked to address Government
No. 14498, Ye€questing them to extend the time for the

) consideration of the terms offered by them
regarding the land occupied by the Workshops, Health
Department Stables, &c., without imposiug the conditions

Iaid down in their letter No. R-1/28, P, W. D,, of 27th
February last. ) ‘
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%8, That' the Standing Committee’s report of 19th
Febritary last, regarding the question and all the papers
votinectéd therewith be referred for report to the following
Committee with power to take the opinion of Counsel
#a- regard to the whole question :-—The President ; The
Heon’ble Mr. Abdulla M, Dharamsi; Mr., W. R. Hamilton §
Mr, Ardesir F. Unwalla; Mr. S. Rebsch; Mr, R. H.
Vineeut, C.LE.; Mr. O. V. Muller; The Hon’ble
Mr, Pherozeshah M. Mehta, C,1.E, ; Mr. Dinsha E. Wacha
The Hon’ble Mr, J'Werilal U. Yajuik,”
On a division, the votes were rccorded as under :—
For Against.
Amendment .. o e e w20 7
. The amendment was carried as a substantive motion
by 22 votes against 4 votes. (9-3-96)
Considered the following :—
No. 5944 or 1896-97.
Bousay, lst July 1896. .
To Tae MUNICIPAL SECRETARY.
8in,—I have the honor to report that Government claim as their
property the two plots of land coloured red and yellow on the
accompanying plan and eituated in front of the Custom House.
On the other hand, the Executive Engineer’s Department con-
tond that these two plots of land form portions of the public street,
called Custom House Road, and, as such, are vested in the
Corporation. These plots are watered, drained, lighted, and kept in
repair by the Municipality. There is also a public urinal on the
portion coloured red and a latrine and dust-bin on that coloured
yellow, and the rest of the ground is used as a depdt for stacking
road-metal and other materials required for road repairs, In
short, there is no reazonable doubt, as far as the Municipality is
cfnzirned, that these plots of land are portions of a public
street, . e
A voluminous correspondence has ensued between Govern-
ment and the Muuicipality, and in the end the former have,
without prejudice, waived their right over the plot coloured red
and have restrioted their claim to the smaller plot coloured
yellow, But, as far as can be seen at present, there appears to
be ne . justification for surrendering to Government even the
smaller of the twa plots of land.
It is my intention to ask Government to reconsider their last
decision, and to suggest to them the advisability of referring the
uestion to arbitration, as litigation between the Government
abd the Municipality would be most undesirable, The Muni-
cipal Solicitors, who have been consulted in this matter, have
suggested the latter course.
6
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The sanction of the Corporation is requested to the sdoption of
the above suggestion, it being understood that the decision of
the arbitrator will be final and binding both on the Government
and the Municipality.

I have purposely avoided entering into the merits of the con-
troversy, as it is not advisable to disclose at this stage the whole
case for the Municipality.—I have, &ec.,

P. C. 0. SNOW, Commissioner.

In nccordance with notice, it was proposed by the
Hon’ble Mr, Pherozeshah M. Mehta, C, I. E,—

«t That Government be requested to be pleased to con-

No. 4419,  Semt to refer to the arbitration of a Small

) * Joint Committee the matter referred to in
the said item,* as well as the larger question of the
claim made by Government to the ground occupied by
the Municipal Workshops and Stables, &c., near Craw-
ford Market, as the best and most equitable means of
settling these pending disputes between Government and
the Corporation.” ~

The motion was seconded by George Cotton, Esq., and
carried. (3-8-1896.)

No. 852 or 1900.

Bomsay, 6th June 1300,
Frou P, YORKE SMITH, Esq.,
Acting Solicitor to Government,
To Tas MUNICIPAL CORPORATION,
oF g CITY or BOMBAY.

GENTLEMEN,— With reference to the correapondence which has
assed between Government in the Public Works and Revenue
epartments and your President and the Municipal Commissioner

ending with the latter Ofticer’s letter to the Coliector of Bombay,
No. 2459, dated Hth May one thousand and nine bundred,
I have the honour by direction of the Governor of Bombay
in Council to hereby demand and require you on the tenth
day of December one thousand and nine hundred at 7-80 a. m.
to quit and deliver up to the Coliector of Bombay (who will
receive delivery of them on behalf of Government) possession
of all those pieces of land and premises belonging to
Government situate and being on the Esplanade, Bombay, near
Paltan Road and the Bori Bunder Native Infantry Lines, and
aiso near the Great Indian Peninsula Railway whiech are now

* Itom No. 10 on the Agenda Paper for August Mesting referred to

two plote of land in front of the Customs H
it o e _ ouse, claimed by Government
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in your occupation or gossession and used by you for the
Munieipal Workshops and stables and for stores, other than
land the subjeet of Government Rssoluticn No. 1521,—C. W.-
2506 in the Public Works Department, dated ninth December
one thousand eight bundred and sixty-five.

A ground plan of the pieces of land to which this notice refers
is attached for your information, such piecces of land heing
thereon coloured blue, red and yellow, respectively.

I am further directed to demand from you payment of all
arrears of rent due in respeet of the said premises to (Govern-
ment from the first day of April one thoumsand eight hundred and
ninety-seven.

And you are further hereby required before the said tenth day
of December one thousand and nine hundred to remove all the
buildings and erections from the said land the subject of this
notice and to clear the said Jand and to hand it over as aforesaid
on the said date in good order and condition ; and you are hereby
warned not to commit any unwarranted waste, spoil or damage
in or upon the said premises or any part thereof,

I am Turther instructed to notify to you that in the event of
default being made in complying with the terms of this notice
an action for ejectment will be filed against you for the purpose
of recovering posgession of the Iand and premises and of en-
forcing payment of any amount due for damages caused to
Government, and that the name of the Plaintéf in such action
will be the Becretary of State for India in Council whose abode
is in England and that his Attorney for the purpose of such
suit will be the Government Solicitor in Bombay for the time

being.—1 have, &ec.,
F. YORKE SMITH,
Acting Solicitor to Government.

No. 858 or 1800.
Bowmsay, 6th June 1900.

Ferom F. YORKE SMITH, Esq.,
Acting Solicitor to Government,
To Tar MUNICIPAL CORPORATION,
or THE CITY or BOMBAY.

GenTLEMEN,—With reference to the correspondence which has
assed between Government in the Public Works and Revenue
Bepartments and your President and the Municipal Commisasioner
ending with the latter Officer's letter to the Collector of Bombay,

. No. 2459, dated the 5th May 1900, I have the honour by direc-
tion of the Governor of Bombay in Council to notify that your
 tenancy of the premises described below will expire on the 8th
day of December 1900, and to hereby demand and require you
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to quit and deliver up on the 10th day of December 1200, af 7-89.-
A. M. or at the expiration of the current year of your temancy
whioh shall expire next after the end of one half-year from the
‘‘mervice of this notice to the Collector of Bombay whe will reeceive.
delivery of it on bebhalf of (Governwent, possession of all that.
piece of land and premises belonging to Government sitnate and

being on the Esplanade, Bombay, near Paltan Boad and the

Bori Bunder Native lnfantry Lives, and also near the Great

Indian Peninsula Railway which is now in your eccupation ox

posgession and ueed by yon for Municipal Workshops and stables,

a-ground plan of which land is attached for your information,

such land being surrounded on the said plan by a boundary line

coloured green.

I am further directed to demand from you payment of all
arrears of rent due in respect of the said premises to Government
from the 1st day of April 1897,

And you are further hereby required before the said 10th day
of December 1900, to remove all the buildings and erections from
the said land, the subject of this notice, and to clear the said land
and to hand it over as aforesaid on the said date in good order
and condition, and you are hereby warned not to commit any
uowarranted waste, spoil or damage in or upon the said premises
or any part thereof,

I am further instructed to notify to you that in the event of
default being madd in complying with the terms of this notice
an action will be filed against you for the purpose of recoverin
possession of the land and premises and of enforcing payment o
any arrears of rent and payment of any amount due for damages
caused to Government and that the Plaintiff in such action will
be the Secretary of State for India in Council whose abodse is in
Enbgland and that his Attorney for the purpose of such suit will
be the Governmeunt Solicitor, in Bombay, for the time being.—1

have, &c.,
F.YORKE SMITH,
Aecting Solicitor to Government.

Letter from the Commissioner, Ne. 17996, dated
the 12th October 1900, as under :—

“¢ With reference to Corporation Resolution No. 6551 of 10th
September 1900, communicated to me under your No. 6564 of
the same daie, regarding the land occupied by the Municipal
Workshops, I have the honour to state that the Corporatien
having in their Resolution No. 8288 of the 18th June 1900,
authorized me to proiect their rights as indicated in Ceounsel’s
opinion and the report of the Comnmittes appointed in that behal,
I referred the matter again for the opinion of our Bolicitors, and
beg to append & copy of their letter, dated 24th September 19049,
for the information of the Corporation. 2. It will be seen that
it is now necessary to vacate the plot of ground coloured yellow
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and marked B on the accompanying tracing. The only question
as regards this plot is with yreference to its mnorthern boundary.
According to the plana of the Executive Engineer, Municipality,
the northern boundary of this plotis ¢s shown by a line scored
red, whereas in the Government demand the boundary is in =&
line coloured green further north, This matter can, I think,
only be determined with the Collector of Bombay by actual
survey of thé ground. 1 append copy of a letter, which 1 have .
nddressed to Government, in which 1 have asked them to be
pleased to grant an extension ‘of three months’ time to enable
me to obtain the sanction of the Corpuration to the vacation of
the ground coloured yellow and marked B, and aléo that
coloured red and marked C in front of it, to settle the northern
boundary of the plot in question and to effect the removal of
the buildings. 1t is not, however, improbasble that Govern-
ment may decline o grant this extension, and 1 have, there-
fore, to request that the Corporation will be pleased to take wup
this matter as an urgent one at their next monthly meeting
and pass & Resolution authorizing me to vacate the plots of
ground ahove mentioned, and deliver them up to Government,
This will necessitate the remeoval of the following buildings :—

(1) *Grant House,” occupied by the Assistapt Executive

Engineer, Mechanical Branch, and outbuildings,

(2) Electric Light lustallation Shed,

(8) Two Btore Rooms,

(4) BSepoys’ Quarters,’and

(6) Log Sawframe and Shed.

ABg regards “ Grant House” I have asked Government whether
they will purchase the building at a valuation, and I have to
request that the Corporation will authorise me to settle the
valuation, if GoVvernment are desirous of purchasing the build-
ing. If they decline to do so, it will have to be demolished
nlong with the other buildings. The Assistant Executive
Engineer, Mechanical Branch, will have to find quarters else-
where and housge-rent will have to be paid to him at the rate of
Rs. 100 per mensem as was done before. The Electric Light
Installation will have to be removed and re-erected in the com-
pound of the Arthur Crawford Markets. It is absolutely neces-
sary to make temporary arrangementa for lighting the Crawford
Markets during the progress of the works, as the gas arrange-
ments are inefficient. It would also be necessary to light the
Municipal Offices, but that might be avoided if the lightiug
could be dispensed with for a period of about a fortnight. The
store sheds will have to be re-erected on other Municipal ground.
The question of the removal of the Workshop shed now used
as painters’, carriage builders’ and patftern makers’ shops will
depend ‘upon whether the boundary, as laid down by Goveru-
ment or by the Municipality is correct, and a further report
will be made on this subject later on. If the boundary fixed
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by the Collector is found to be correct, the whole shed will- have
to be removed and some temporary arrangement will have to
be made in the remaining ground occupied by the Workshops, to
accommoadate the painters’, carriage builders’” and pattern-
makers’ shops unéil a permanent sits is fixed for the Workshops,
As regards the plot coloured red and marked C, I may state that
it was obtained from Government by the Munieipal Commissien-
er, under his letter, No. 7702 of 18th Septomber 1878. In
applying for this ground, the Commissioner stated that plots 12,
2 and 8, which formed the ground, *‘ are swampy waste laying
between the footpath and the boundary wall of the works and
are perfectly useless, causing an intolerable nnisance to the
larpe number of persons daily engaged in the works and
rendering the bungalow alinost uninhabitable, inasmuch as
these plots are couverted by passers by inta foul and
offensive latrines,” and asked that he may be allowed to
erect a railing or fence along the boundary of the pathway.
Government sanctioned the Commissioner’s proposal in
their Resolution No. 565 C. W.-1598 of 81st October 1878,
““on econdition that the design of the railing be subinitted to
the Committee for approval ; that the enclosed ground remsin
the property of Government and that the railing be removed
and the ground cleared, whenever called upon to do so.”” Under
these circumstances, we must make over this picse of ground
excepting the portion immediately in front of the greound
bounded green and which I have scored blue on the accownpany-
ing tracing., As regards the plot coloured blue and marked
(F) it may be stated that a portion of it forms part of the
road and the remainder is included in plot (A) which, according
to Counsel’s advice, ia not to be given up. 8. In accordance
with the above remarks, 1 have to solicit the sanction of the
Corporation to vacate the ground coloured yellow anpd marked
(B), the portion coloured red in front of it saund marked (C)
and to the following expenditure :—
Removing the electric light engine-shed, engine, Ras.
dynamos and fittings from the Municipal Work-

shops to the compound of the Crawford Markets
and making temporary arranngements for lighting

the markets during the progrese of the worke o 7,600
Working the Municipal Office lighta during the

removal of the plant ot b . e . 1,400
Removing and re-erecting the large stors room aud

Sepoys' quarters .. 4,000

Removing and re-erecting the store room for disin-
fectants .. .on o 1,002
Removing the Workshops log saw framne with shed
and erecting it on another site s e . 2,635
A grant of mounthly allowance to the Assistant
Exeoutive Engineer, Mechanical Branch for
bonse-rent e - o5 o .o e " 100
I shall address the Corporation hereafter on the question of

the future location of the Workshops.”
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. Letter to the Commissioner, dated the 24th September
1900, from the Municipal Solicitors :—

« With reference to your No, 10328 of the 24th July last, we
have the honour to state as follows :—

9. The two noticea from the Government Solicitor to quit oa
the 10th December 1960, have reference, we presume, to the pro-
perty on Palian Road now occupied by the Municipailty, but the
two plans which accompanied those notices are not before us.
We assume those plans together include the whole of the pro-
perty so occupied by the Municipality. 3. With regard to what
we will term the Northern portion, Mr. Inverarity, when advising
the Mupicipality on the 23rd March 1898, treated such Nor-
thern portion as twe distinet plots, but contemplated that both
plots may be held under one tenure; and, if so, the opinion he
formed with regard fto plot B applies also to the remainder
of the Northern portion (that opinion was that the Municipality
being in possession should remain in possession refusing to
pay the enhanced rent demanded and leave Government to
file & esui} to eject them)., 4. Mr, Inverarity’'s doubt whether
both these plots were held under the same title wss due to the
rbsence of any copy of the plan which (according to Govern-
ment Resolution of the 9th December 1865) accompanied Mr.
Arthur Crawford’s letter of the 17th November 1865, to the
Secretary to Government, P. W, D., and we understand that
it has not sinece been practicable to ohtain sight of that plan.
5. 1t appears to us, however, that (so far as we can judge
from the materiale before us) the whole of the Northern pertion
is in fact held under one title, wiz., Government Resolution
of the 9th December 1865, though of course, a reference to the
plan mentioned should settle the matter beyend dispute. 6.
It is true that when Mr. Arthur Crawford wrote his letter, the
Municipality were renting from Government a atrip of ground
near the Old Rifle Lines on the Esplanade as a storage ground,
and after referring to this ground his letter mentions adjoinring
vacant ground occupied by squatters through which there was
a rough road. The ground, however, for which that letter
arplised was * the ground marked A A A A ” (doubtless on a
plan which accompanied that letter, and which plan is referred
to in the recital of that letter in f{3overnment Resolution of
9th Decoember 1865 as “‘the accompanying plan’). The letter
further asked permission to erect moveable stables on the
vacant ground, 7. The vacant ground on which Mr. Crawford
contemplated that these moveable stables would be erected
was doubtless the wacant ground of which he had written as
adjoining the strip of ground then rented as a storage ground,
but that does not secem to be inconsistent with the view which
we take that both the storage ground and the vacant ground
(then occupied by squatters) were included in the land so
applied for, (The recital of this letter in the GoVernment
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Resolution of the 9th December 1865 refers. to the request made
in that letter as for *“ a strip of land marked A A A on.the accom-
panying plan. . for the erection of stabling on certain con-
ditions,” bnt that recital is inacourate). 8. 1t is clear that
whatever land was applied for wag granted by the Government
Resolution of the 9¢h December 1885, and was the subject of
Caplain Fuller's: letter, of the 5th December 1865, to the
Secretary to Government, P. W, D., which was, accompanied
by ‘‘ a sketch shewing the site allotted, being part of that originally
given for the International Exhibition. . . It contains abeut 7
sorelk” 9. In the collection of plans now before us is found a
copy of a plan signed by Captain Fuller and dated the 4th Decem-
ber 1865, which shows a plot of about 7 acres and through it a
rough road, and describes the land on the northera side of such
rough road as “‘storage ground already rented to the Municipality
by the Collector” which is included in the 7 atre plot, There can
be no doubt that this is & copy of the sketch which accompa-
nied Captain Fuller’s letter of the following date, and that it,
therefore, shews the land the subject of the Government Resolu-
tion of the Oth idem. Ws will subsequently deal with the
question whether the whole of the northern portion of the land now
in question falls within the plot shown en Captain Fuller's plan,
but though a good deal of the land shown in that plan is not now
occupied or claimed by the Municipality, there can be no doubt
that the greater part, if not the whole, of the Northern portion
lies within the land shewn on Captain Fuller's plan.. 10.. In
the same collection of plans we find a plan signed by Mr., Rienzi
‘Walton (the then Executive Engineer) under date the 28rd De-
cember 1890, which plan by the note on it, ia shewn to.be an
" enlarged plan of a sketch forwarded by the Executive Engineer,
Presidency, shewing the site, allotted to the Municipality for
stabling, in blue, but corrected by Mr. Rienzi Walton in red to
shew the portion actually occupied by the Municipality and
the existing Municipal blocks. This plan is, however, finally
corrected with an N. B. under the signature of Mr, J. M.
Campbell, Collector, as shewing the site allotted_to the Muni-
cipality for stabling under the Government Resolution of the
8th December 1865. 11. It appears to us that, subject to the
next following para., this last plan is conciusive that the whole
of the northern portion is held under the Government Resolution
of the 9th December 1865—a coneclusion whieh is in actordauce
with the plan signed by Captain Fuller, and that the result is
that the storage ground originally rented was included in the
land for which Mr. Crawford applied. 12. The exception to
which we refer in the preceding para. is that the plan as
corrected by Mr. Campbell shews that a three-cornered pieca
at the northern end of the north portion was not ineluded iu
the land—the subject of the Goverument Resclution of the
9th December 1865. This three-cornered piece, however, will,
we presume, be treated as a tonant’s engroachment apnd will
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follow tha fortunes of the land—the subject of, and atill oecupied
under, the Government Resolution of the 9th December 1865.
18. Having arrived at this econclusion, it follows that, in
.accordance with Mr. Inverarity’s opinion, the Municipality
must refuse to vacate the mnerthern portion and leave it to
Government to file a suit to eject them. 14, With regard to
the southeérn portion of the property (which is referred to in
Counsel’s opinion as plot C), that opinion is distinet that the
Municipality should either vacate it or agree to the enhanced
rent demanded by Government. 15. Nothing appears to
-have since been brought to light, which shows that the Muni-
cipality can remmin in possession after receipt of a sufficient
notice to quit this southern portion—which the Government
Solicitors” notice of the 6th June last appears fo be—therefore
there will be no defence to an action for ejectment if filed for
this portion of the property alone, and were the Municipality
to fail, by the 9th December 1900, to remove their buildings
from the land or agree with Government for their sale their
right to do so would probably become forfeited. 16, In reply
therefore, to the gquestion submitted, woe are of opinion that
the buildings on the southern portion should be removed (unless
arrangements can be made with Government for their pur-
chase), and that portion vacated as demanded by the Govern-
ment Solicitor’s Notice No. 852 of the 6th June 1900, and
with regard to the northern portion, the Municipality should
not give up possession and should leave Government to file an
egjectinent suit. 17. We rcturu herewith your file of papers.”

Letter to the Under-Secretary to Government, DPublic
Works Department, No. 17,995, dated the 12th October
1900, from the Municipal Commissioner :—

“I have the honour to state that tho Corporation, at their
meeting held on the 10th ultimo, resolved that your letter,
No. B/446, dated the 28th of July last, to the President of that
Body on the subject of the land occupied by the Muniecipal
‘Workshops, be recorded, and in their previous Resolution,
No. 8288 of 18th June 1900, they had already requested me to
protect their rights in the matter of this land as iudicated in
their Counsel’s opinion. Government have under the signature
of their Solicifor, served the municipality with two separate
notices, both dated 6th June 1900, In one of them, No. 853,
they notify that the tenancy of the premises described in it, and
shown by a green boundary line on the plan accompanying it,
will expire on the 8th day of Deceraber 1900, and demand that
the same be guitted and delivered up, on the 1Uth day of
Decomber 1900, to the Collector of Bombay. In the other
notice, viz,, No. 852, Government demand aud require the Muni-
cipality to quit and deliver up to the Collector of Bombay, on the
10th day of December 1900, the piece of land and premises coloured
blue, red and yellow, respectively, on the plan attached to$he notice.
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The Corporation are advised thai the portion described in the Notice
No, 858, coloured yellow and marked (4), should be vacabed,
or the enhanced rent demanded by Government shonld be agrsed
fo. Government having declined to permit the Corporation
to remain in possession of this plot, I have no other aites-
native but to apply to the Corporation to accord their sanction
to place the groaoud at the disposal of Government. I may
siate, however, that the northern boundary of this plot of gromod
as fixéed by the Municipality does not accord with that deter-
mined by the Collector of Bombay, the former being about 15
feet away towards the south from the latter. To enable the
Municipal Executive Engineer to eeitle this boundary with the
Collector’s Depariment, and also to enable me to remove, in
the event of the Corporation finally deciding upon the vaeation
of the site, the buildings thereon, 1 have to request the favour
of Government granting an extension of at least three months’
more time, within which 1 hope to be able to settle the question
of the boundary and obtain the sanction of the Corporation to
the wvacation of the site and the demolition of the buildings.
If Government insist npon the removal of the buildings within
the time mentioned in the notice, the electric lighting of. the
most important Market of the City, v%z., the Arthur Crawford
Markets and the Municipal Offices, will be interrupted and
the Stores Department will also be seriously interfered with.
2, On the plot of ground coloured yellow, there iz a valusable
building known as “Grant House,” now occupied by the Assistant
Executive Engineer, Mechanical Branch, of the Municipality,
and I have to request the favour of Government informing
me whether they are prepared to purchase this buildimg with
ita ont-offices as they stand at a valuation. 3. As regards
the Notice No. 853, in respect of the ground bounded by green
Jine, I have the honour to state that the Corporation decline
$0 give up possession of the snme and to pay rent to QGovern-
ment at any higher rate than 1 pie per square yard per annum,
4, Asg regards plot (¢) coloured red 1 am =advising the Corpora-
tion to hand over to Government that portioo of it which is in
frant of the plot coloured yellow and marked (4). The rest
of the pground coloured red being part of that handed over
to the Municipality under Government Resolution No. 1521-
C. W.-2506, deted 9th December 1865, it cannot be made over
to Governmeni. bB. As regards plot marked (/) and coloured
blue, I beg to point out that a portion of it also forms part
of the ground made over to the Municipality under their
Resolution above quoted and part of the public road. It cannot,
therefors, be made over to Government, 6. 1 have the
honour to request the favour of a very early reply.” ‘

Resolution of the Btanding Committes, No. 8578, dated
the 26th October 1900 :— -

“ That the letter from the Commissioner, No. 17996, dated
the 12th October 1900, and its accompaniments, be forwarded
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4o the Corporation, with reference $o their Regolution No. 8288,
daded the 18th June 1900, and No. 6651, dated the 10th
September 1900, with the recommendation of the Standing
Committee tihat, in the circumsiances stated, sanction be
given (1) to tho vacation of the portion of the ground occupied

Ra.
* Removing the electric light englne-

engine dynamos and fiitings'
from the Muunicipal Workshops to the
compoand of the Crawford Marketa

and makiog temporary arrangements
for Hghting the markets during the
pr of the Works, ; .. es 7,600
Working the Municipal “Office lights
during the removal of the plant .. 1,400
Removing and re-erecting the large
store-room and sepoys’ quarters .. 4,000
Bemoving and re-erecting the store-

by the Municipal Workshops,
coloured yellow and mearked
(B), and of the poftion in
front of it, coloured red and
marked (C), on the Plan no-
companying the Commis.
sioner's letter; and (2) ta
the expenditure as shown in
the margin®*, being incurred
from Surplus Cash Balance
in connection therewith.

room for disinfectants . «« 1,000
Removing the Workshops log saw

frame with shed and erecting it en

another site .. .a .s .. 2,685
& grant of mouthly allowance to the

*«2, That the Corpora-
$ion be further recommen-
ded to authorize the Com-

Assistant’ Executive Engineer, Me- missioner to settle the
chazical Branch, for house-rent .. 100 valuation of the bmldmg
called ‘Grant House, _if

Government desire to purchase i§, and to approve generally
$he other proposals mentioned in the Commissioner’s letter.”

Proposed by Mr. Mulji B, Barbhaya, seconded by
Mr. J. Macdonald—

‘‘ That, as recommended by the S8tanding Committee in
their Resolution No, 8578, dated the 26th October 1900,
sanction be given (1) to the vacation of the pertion of
the ground occupied by the Municipal Workshops,
coloure yellow and
marked (B) and of the
porfion in front of it,
coloured red and
marked (C ) on the

+ Removing the electric light engine- Ra,
shed, engine, dynamos and fittings
from the Municipal Workshops to the
compound of the Crawford Markets
and making temporary arrabpgements
for lighting the markets during the

progress of the works.. . .- 7,600 1
Working the Municipal office lights pla.n a_cc(_"npa‘ny ng the
during the rernoval of the plant .. 1,400 Commissioner’'s letter
Rewmoving and re-erecting the large

No. 17996, dated the
12th October 1900, and
(2) to expenditure as
shown in the margin
+ being incurred from

gtore-room and sepoys’ quarters .. 4,000
Removing and re-erecting the storeroom

for disinfectants .- .- -+ 1,000
Removing the Workshops log saw frame

with shed and erecting it on another

site 5. s o &5 .. 2,085
Grant of a monthly aliowance to the

Assistant Execusive Engineer, Mecha- Surplug Cash Balance
e Brgel, for Rousoirant-, in connection therewith.
¢“2. That, as further recommended by the Standing
Committee, the Corporation authorize fthe Commissioner

100
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to settle the valuation of the building called “ Grant
House’ if Government desire to purchase it,  and
approve generally the other proposals mentioned in the
ommissioner’s letter.”’
. Amendment—Proposed by the Hon’ble Mr, Pherozeshah
M. Mehta, C.I.E., seconded by Sir Blkalchandra K,
Bhatawadekar, Kt.—
““That the letter from the Commissioner, No. 17996,
T i dated the 12th October 1900 (with accompani-
: - ments), applying for sanction to the vacation
of a portion of the ground occupied By the Municipal
Worﬁshops, and to certain expenditure in connection
therewith, and submitting other proposals, together
with the Standing Committee’s Resolution thereon,
No. 8578, dated the 26th October 1900, be referred for

consideration and report to a Committee composed of
* The President. the Councillorss named

Mr. Rahimtulla M. Sayani. = in%* 1
Sir Bhalehandra K. Bhatewadsker, Kt. in the margin®* with a
'..lir'ir. CowunjeuM}iorrmu]sico.R " ; request that they will

'he Hon’ble Mr. Turahim Rahimtoola. > &
Mr. Dinsha E. Wacha. submit thell_' repo_rt FO
» L.B Ker the Corporation within
. Kennedy. -

The Hon'ble Mr. Pherozoshah M. Mebta, a _Week at On(? of its
C. L E. adjourned meetings for

the current month.”

The amendment was Carricd.

On 13th November 1900 the Corporation considered
the report of their Committee which recommended that
the sanction of the Corporation may be accorded to the
proposals as reccommended in Standing Committee R eso-
Iution No. 8578, dated the 26th October 1900.

Proposed by Mr. Mulji B. Barbhaya, seconded by Mr.
Sundernath D. Khote—

““ That the report of the Committee appointed by

No. s3e7. Corporation Resolution No. 9174, dated the
12th November 1900, to consider and report

on the proposals made by the Commissioner in connec-
tion with the Municipal Workshop land, be approved
and recorded. :
. “2, That, as recommended in the above report and
in Standing Committee Resolution No. 8578, dated the
26th October 1900, (1) sanction be given to the vacation
of the portion of the ground occupied by the- Municipalt
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Workshops, coloured yellow and marked ()}, and of the
portion in front of it, coloured red and marked (c), on

the plan accompauying the Commissioner’s

Rs.
+ Removing the electric light engine-
shed, engine, dynamos and fittings
from the Municipal Workshops to the
compound ef the Crawford Markets
and making temporary arrangements
for lighting the markets during the

progress of the works.. .u -« 7,800
Working the Municipal office lights
during the removal of the plant .. 1,400

Removing and re-erecting the large
store-room and sepoys’ quarters -« 4,000
Removing and re-erecting the store-
room for disinfectants.. .a .» 1,000
Removing the Workshopa' log saw
ftrame with shed sand erecting it om
another site .. v ve .. 2,635
Grant of a monthly allowance to the
Amsistant Executive Engineer, Me-

chanical Branch, for house-rent .« 100
.

posals mentioned in the
generally approved.”

Carried.

Commissioner’s letter,

letter
No. 17996, dated the
12th October 1900 ; (2)
sanction be also given
to expenditure as shown
in the margin f being
incurred from Surplus
Cash Balance in con-
nection therewith ; (3)
the Commissioner be
authorized to settle the
the valuation of the
building called ¢¢ Grant
House,” if Government
desire to purchase it;
and (4) the other pro-

be




RIOTS IN BOMBAY

A gpecial meeting was held on Tth June 1832 when
Mr. DeVitre, the senior Magistrate explained the cause of
the tumultuous assemblage of natives in various parts
of the Town. He also laid before the meeting a copy of
a letter which he had addressed to Government on the
subjeet together with the Advocate General’s opinion and
stated that since the meeting had been called, His
Majesty’s Regiment the Queen’s Royals had marched
into the Fort, by order of Government and had ' assisted
the Magistrates in dispersing the people, but without
having had occasion to proceed to extremes. The
Government had also ordered the native Regiments and
the Artillery to be held in readiness to aid the civil
Power if necessary.

On the next day (8th June 1832) Mr. DeVitre informed
the Bench that the Town continued perfectly quiet
throughout the night and that he had received a letter
from Government approving the measures which have been
adopted, and sanctioning the offer of a reward of Rs. 500
for the couviction of any of the ringleaders in the Riot.
He also informed the Bench that several persons were in
custody, and that he had issued warrants to apprebend
several others against whom information had been filed,
and that he would proceed to deal with them as Police
Magistrate as circumstances required.

To CHARLES NORRIS, Esq.,
Chief Secretary to Government.

Sir,—It is with regret I have to bring the following cireum-
stances to fthe immediate notice of the Right Hon’ble the
Governor in Council. ‘

Yesterday, in pursuance of instructions recently issued in
form, according to Regulation II of 1813, Article 11I, one of my
European Constablos was engaged in killing dogs within the
Fort, when, after having destroyed eight or nine, he was in-
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formed that it was a Parsi Holiday and that killikg dogs
amongst them on that day was particularly obnoxious. On
this, the said Constable with great prudence immediately desisted
and returned to the office. Two, however, of the European
Constables who were near at hand to the former at the time he
was told of its being a Holiday, but who were not engaged in
destroying dogs, were then very seriously assaulted and dread-
fully beaten; one in particular as will appear from the ac-
companying note, marked A ; the man was taken to Hospital
where he now lies. In about an hour afterwards, the Police
Otfice within the Fort and the Supreme Court House were
gurrounded by a large and disorderly rabble, principally com-
posed of the lower classes of Parsees, calling out that dogs
ghould not be killed. After very considerable trouble and ex-
planation the crowd was dispersed without resort to coercion
being necessary, and things during the night remained peace-
able. This morning, however, matters have assumed a more
formidable appesrance, aa will be more particularly seen by
reference to the accompanying original correspondence and as
crowds of* natives are collected both within and without the
Fort, in view to disturbance of the public peace and preventing
shopa being open and supplies had as usual, and the Consiabu-
lary and Police establishment being guite incompetent efficiently
to oppose such proceedings, I have earnestly to solicit the im-
mediate instructions of Government; and were I allowed to
offer an opinion, I would immediately suggest that the
Queen's Royals be brought over from Colaba, and that the
Artillery and Native Regiments be immediately directed to hold
themselves in readiness to act under the Civil power, as cir-
g:umsta.nces may ecall for. At the moment of writing this, an
immense crowd is most disagreeably collected both in front of
my office and before the Court House, I have only further to
add that the Mohurrum Holidays are now on, and that if
strong and decisive measures are not immediately adopted, I
apprehend serieus consequences to the public peace before the
conclusion of that festival on the 10th Inst.

'-lfhﬂ above facts of riot and disorder, 1 have laid before t.he
Acting Advocate Goneral, whose opinion I have now likewise
the honour to enclose.

Bombay, Fort Police Oﬂice,} I have, &c.,

(8d.) J. D. DeVITRE,
Senior Magistrate of Police.

7th June 1882,

To J. D. DeVITRE, Esq.
SBenior Magistrate of Police.

Sir,—~Under the circumstances which you have laid before
me of public exoitement and geveral riots and insurrection
among the Parsees aud others, inhabitants of this Island, their
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disposition to impede the free gassage of the streets, and to
jnsult and attack with stones and other missiles, the European
inhabitants and servants of Government passing therein, and
a8 you have decidedly formed an opinion that any effort of yours
to restore order and tranquillity with the ordinary Civil force
nander your control would prove inefficient, I feel myself as the
adviser of Government authoriged in this emergency to intimate
to you my opinion, that it becomes your duty as the prineipal
eonservator of peace of this Island to call to your aid such a
proportion of Military force of the King's and Hon'ble Com-
pany’s Service as in your diseretion may be deemed sufficient
to effect the purpose of restoring the Island to its wanted peace
and tranquillity and in case of obstinate resistance to your
mputhority in any of the assembled mobs or their preservering in
their above riotous and dangerous conduct to mnse such means
of dispersing or coercing them as the emergencies may poing
out to you necessary and expedient.
G. . IRVIN,

Tth June 1832, Advocate General, Bombay.

On the 12th June 1832, Mr. DeVitre convened a special
meeting of Iis Majesty’s Justices for the purpose of
stating to them that he has reason to apprehend that the
Town is not in the settled state in which it appears
to be and subwitted to them the expediency of
their individually representing to their respective establish-
ment and others over whom they may have any infinence
their expectation that they will afford them every infor-
mation in their power of any circumstances tendiug to
disturb the public peace that may come to their knowledge.

The disturbance then ceased.

The riot of 1874 which broke out on the 18th February
of that year was between the Mahomedans and the Parsees.
The cause of it was reported to be due to a book published
called ‘““Renowned Prophets &c.”” *

The 1riot of 1893 was between the Hindus and
Mahomedans,

The following report was submitted by the Health Officer :—

¢ I first heard from the stables at Bori Bunder, Null Bazaar,
and Kamathipoora of disturbances, although I knew before of
the excitement amongst the people. It was reported that the
scavengers and halalkhors had been driven in and the carts
driven off, and that an attempt had been made to rush and wreck
the Health Department stables in Kamathipura. The Asgsistant
Health Officer and I left the office at once. My first observation
of the riots was near the Market. As we came near the Market

* See Boinbay Gauzstite dated 16tk February 1874,
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we met troops being hurried up and passing by Paidhoni into.
Bhendi Bazaar, we anw the street covered with stones and many
pools of blood and many stains of gore. We now saw many evi-
dences of the struggle—wounded mgp, injured Police Officers—
but not until the next day, did I see any woman hurt. Walking
down Bhendi Bazaar, Mr. Leask and I passed np Obelisk Road on
to Grant Road through crowds, in much fumult aod excitement,
which told of incidents in the turbulence. The object of our
visit was to keep our Halalkhores within their dwellings. As
we came up, we saw excited halalkhors outeide the buildings. We
took them all inside the buildings and warned them to keep
inside. Many of the Halalkhores had been injured, yet in
excitement their chief desire was to come forth and take a
greator part in the fray. Haviug looked at those injured, I
warned the Halalkhores not to leave the open space between
their dwellings, We passed up through Kamathipura, where
there were still bands of rioters in the street. and we saw the
destruction that bad been wrought to dwellings and property.
Near our stables in Kamathipura we met Inspectors EHallums
and Powell. Inspector Powell had defended his stables and
he kept back rioters who had tried to enter them. We found
pearly 200 carts of C and I3 Wards, eollected around Kamathipura
stables for protection. Many of the drivers had beon injured.
Our first care was to encourage and give heart to the cart drivers
and persuade them to drive back the earts through Kamathipura.
It was not easy to persuade them, for we had to pass by the
Two Tanks—ihe scene of much strife later in the evening where
the rioters had to be fired on. Just before this, the Commissioner
of Police—Mr, Vincent—and Mr. Acworth passed me. Wae
took the carts down Duncan Road back to the stables in Null
Bazaar. The drivers really acted well, considering the panic
and the apprehensions whiech they not unnaturally felt, The
Halalklhiors would have fared worse than the Mahars, for they
were the only people beaten by both—Musulman and Hindu. As
one Halalkhor said he was beaten by Ilindoos because he had a
long beard, and he was beaton by Mussulman because he
was dressed like a Hindu, Immediately after taking the carts
by the Two Tanks back to the stables, we hastened to the
scene of a counflagration in Byculla, and on the way we heard
that our mileh cattle stable had been set on fire. We fouund
the stable on fire, but the fire was quickly extinguished. The
next day the night branch cart drivers, over 200 in number
most of whom are Mussulman, were beseized in the night
branch stables in Kamathipura. Inspector Hallnms with his
staffl held the stable during the night and part of the day

until Military aid came. *
82 deaths were registered as having been caused by violence
through the riots. That other deaths were caused through
* See Annual Report for 1893-94, also Corporation procveediugs dated

7th and 11th September 1893, and 1st February ) 894.
58
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distress or apprehonsion, there can be liitle doubt. This is
to be expected when-—security and comfort and ease pease to
be in a large city. Foolish rumoure were circulated as to
the vumber of the dead. g The people who believed such
rumours were not where der and tarmoil lasted in the
streets. They were safe in their homes or .in distant places.
To all who were in the midst of the disoxder it is known
that the difficulty was not to obtain information:of the dead,
buot to remove the dead. The people in the district where
disorder kept riot could not he persuaded to remove their
dead—even the dead from natural causes. Dead bodjes
remained unburied for days. Dr. Weir writes.”—'*1 will give
one rumour which I was questioned about affer the riots;
I was asked, if the Health Department had not removed dead
bodies in carte—in refuse carts—and hidden the bodies under-
neath the cultivation of the Flats. It is incredible that such a
foolish rumour should be believed, but foolish though the rumour
was, it was believed.”

The question of provisioning the troops ount of the
Municipal Fund was considered by the Corporation in-
1893 when on the 11th September of that year they
passed the following resolution, '

Proposed by the Hon’ble Mr. Pherozeshah M. Mehta,

No.'sagg. 8econded by the Hon'ble Mr. Javerilal U.
) " Yajnik—

¢ That, with reference to the letters as per margin, the

Corporation, while fuily

. 104 2 ads i
No 31, dated 2lat Audgouwt 1893. apprecmtlng the motives

» 10604, do,

- %;g;gﬂa, do. 228;118 zlo-ia . which prompted the action
® 11800, do gen ph 1893, of the Municipal Commis-

sioner, consider—

‘1. That the objects for which the payments were
ordered to be made by him are not within the purview of
the authority vested in the Commissioner by section 64
{8) (¢) of the Municipal Act. '

¢¢ 2. That the question of provisigning the troops from
the 12th to tbe 17th August last, conveying them and
erecting shelter sheds, as in the letters mentioned,

appertained to the responsible officors in charge of the
troopﬂ.” .

‘The Plague riot took place in connection with the
Plagie measures of 1896. Details of which will be found
at pages 195 to 197 of this book. -

-



LIQUOR LICENSES.

The guestion of Liquor Licenso foes is explained in the
following communication to Government.

No. 9863.
Munrorpan, CorroraTion OFFICE,
Boumpay, 18{% December 1899,
Frou TeE HoN‘BLE Mr. IBRAHIM RAHIMTULLA,
President, Municipal Corporation, Bombay.
To tug SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT,
' General Department,

S1r,—1 have the honour, by desire of the Municipal Corpora-
tion of Bombay, to address to Government the following
respectful representation regarding the justice of restoring: to
the Corporation the full revenue realized from liquor license fees
and compensating them for the heavy losses suffered by the
inadequacy of the compensation fixed by Section 63 of Act V
of 1878.

2. To show that license fees for liquor-shops have from the
beginning of fhe .establishment of a regular Municipality in
Bombay been admitted as an item of Municipal revenue, reference
may be made to Act X1 of 1845, which made the Justices of the
Peace into a regular Municipal Corporation, established a Board
of Conservancy as an executive body, and provided a regular
Municipal Fund. One of the items which made up this Fund
was ‘‘ License fees” from liquor-shops. In Section 7 of the
Act this item is described as follows : —

“ All sums of money which shall be collected under
Act No. V of 1842 on the granting of any licenses for the
sale of spirituous or other liquors within the town and
island of Bombay and Colaba, after payment thereout of
the expenses of such office establishment and of such
expenses incidental thereto as may be fixed and approved
by the Governor in Council of Bombay.”

8. Act V of 1842 was repealed by Act IX of 1867, Bection 1£
of-which enacted as follows :—

¢ All money realized, collected or obtained by the

issue of. licenses, or by forfeitures, or by imposition or

infliction of fiues and penalties under this Act, shall be

carried to the credit of the Municipal Fund of the City of
y for Munieipal purposes.”

4. Thus, from 1845 to 1878, up to which year Act I1X of 1867
was law, the Municipal revenues had the benefit of all moneys
collested on the granting of liquor licenses. Act IX of 1867 was
repealed by Act V of 1878. en the latter Act in the form of a
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Bill was before the T.egislative Council, the Corporation, fearing
the loss of revenue from liquor license fees, addressed & repre-
sentation to Government for the grant of ‘ adequate compensa-
tion” (Colonel Hancock’s letter, No. 1590, dated the 7th December
1877, to Mr. Chief Secretary Ravenscroft), the following guota-
tion from which will not be inapt :—

“ Having regard to the last sentence in para. 1 of Govern-

“ The Municipal Commissioner may be in-
formed that Government are not aware that
the Municipality will in any way be deprived
of income to which it is equitably and legally
entitled by the mere nssimilation of the year
for which the retail liccoses in Bombay are to
run to that for which licences are pranted bLy
the Collector of Bombay to toddy drawers and
distillers, the object of the change of system
merely being to make the revonue year com-
mencing on the lat Angust applieable to both.
‘The praportion of feea due for the five montihs
from the 1st August next will, when paid, of
course, be credited to the Mnunicipality as
usual, if in the meanwhile such a change of
system should not be introduced as to entitle
it to compensation in another form.”

ment Resolution
No. 7472 (Revenune
Department),
dated 19th Decem-
ber 1876, it may
appear  unneces-
sary for wme to
trouble Govern-
mentwith any leng-
thened arguments
in support of the
claim of the Muni-
cipality to this’
source of revenue,

but I may men-
ticn that the revenue from the granting of liguor
licenses has belonged to the Municipality for a period of
certainly more than thirty years past, it being ove of
the sources of income expressly transferred to them
under the provisions of Aet XI of 1845, This Act
extended the powers of Her Majesty’s Justices of the
Peace and delegated to them certain functiouns there-
tofore performed by Government itself, such as repair-
ing, cleansing, draining and lighting the public roads,
streets, bridges, tanks, market places, and other pubiie
places of a like kind, and by Section 2 the Justices
were required to contribute Rs, 45,000 annually towards
tha cost of the Police, to maintain establishments
provided for under the Act and so forth. 1 may further
remark that, as pointed out on a previous occasion by
Mx. Pedder, the late Commissioner, this is a tax, not
directly on liquor, but on the monopoly value of liquor
shops arising from the limitation of their numbers for
Police purposes and which therefore wounld seem jusily
and equitably to belong to the reveuue from which the
cost of the Police force is defrayed. The tax forms no
part of the general Abkari system, and it is in reality &
Municipal tax levied on liquors consumed by the
population within Municipal limits distinct from, and
in addition to, the Imperial Excise or Custom duties
levied from the inhabitants of the City in the form eof
Customs and Abkari.” -
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5. It appears that on receipt of the above letter Government
addressed the Municipal Commissioner, asking for 'a retarn
showing the income for the previous 20 years from license-fees,
&c., and inquiring under what circumstances the income was
graoted to the Municipality, and the grounds, if any, on which
the Corporation would claim compensation. Mr. Ravenscroft,
then Commissioner,in furnishing to Governinent certain statements
which showad that the receipts from license fees from the wholesale
and retail vendors of spirits and the fees forshop licensesfor the sale
of toddy for the 18 years ending
1876 were as given in the mar-
gin,® stated, in answer to the
enquiry as to the grounds for

-
-]

1864 Rs. 68,211
1865 ,, 76,732 18
1566 ,, 1,10,228 11
is67 ,, 1,06,572

e
SOMmovoed

3
1868, 1,20,566 0 claimi mpensation, that in
1560 T 245017 1 iming compensat , that
1870 . 1,238,691 12 the absence of evidence to thlie
1871 ,, 1,15,169 15 . contrary, he did not think that

82, 59914 0 0 ¢ Government either would or
1]

}S’ﬁ ” f:g:%g “2) e cculd appropriate this source of
1875 ,, 1,58980 1 O Municipal revenue without pay-
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in Act Vof 1878 of Section 68

which runs as follows, and is the existing law on the subject :—

“ Wherenas it was provided by Section 14 of Bombay
Act IX of 1867 * that all money realized, collected or
obtained by the issue of licenses, or by forfeitures or by
imposition or infliction of fines and penalties under the said
Act should be carried to the credit of the Municipal Fund
of the City of Bombay for Municipal purposes, it is hereby
enacted that in lieu of the money hitherto so received
by the Municipal Corporation of tho Uity of Bombay, a
fixed sum of Rs. 1,48,750 shall, from and after the Ist
day of August 1878, be anuvually paid by Goverumeut to
the said Corporation for the said purposes.”

The sum of Rs. 1,48,750 appears to have been fixed on an
average of the net revenues derived by the Municipality in the
ten years ending with 1876.

6. The Rection was not passed without an emphatic protest on
behalf of the Municipality in the Legislative Counecil. The Hon’ble
Mr. Sorabjee SBhaputrjee Bengalee (an ex-member of the Municipal
Qorporation) expressed dissatisfactionat the amount of compeusa-
tion fixed by Government in the following words :—

¢ I think it would have been advisable that the opinion
of the Corporation should have been asked. I cannot see
that the plan adopted by the honourable mover of taking
the aggrepate figures of ten years is quite correct. The rate

* Bombay Act 1X of 1867 was ropealed by Act V of 1878,
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of fees during ten years has varied very mush, and the
aggregate amount per year has also varied—I mean it has
increased steadily. en we find that the reeeipts from
liguor licenses and fines have been steadily increasing, I
eannot see that it is gquite fair that this ealcnlation shounld
be bagsed on an average of ten years. The proper plan
would be to take the revenue of last year and add somé-
thing for proepectlive increases, I do net think it is right to
fix the sum to be paid by Government in future at sanything
less than the receipts of last year. 'That is my objection
to the amendment.”

7. The protest was ineffectual, and the section was passed.
That in passing it the Government of the time had not given the
least consideration to the rights of the Corporation is evidenced
by the reply of the Hon’ble Mr. Ashburner to the Hon'ble Mr.
Bengales, which was in effect that though the revenne was
granted to the Municipality, its amount depended on the pleasure
of Government, who could at will raise or iower the license fees.
'] his reply, it will be seen, does not attempt to justify in any way
the appropriation by Government of any additional receipts from
an expansion of the revenne. .

8. Buch is the legislative hiatory of Bection 83 of Act V of
1878. I beg leave now to give a brief resume of the attempts
made by the Corporation from time to time to obtain & revision
of the arrangement, legalized by Act V of 1878,

9. In 1883, in connection with the local self Govarnment
scheme then under consideration, the Government of India ex-
pressed the opinion that Municipalities should be relieved of the
burden of bearing the cost of the Police since they exercissd mo
control over the force and could not therefore be expected to
take any special interest in the efficiency of the force or to look
with eytnpathy on a provision of the law which treated them as
s machinery for raiging taxes to be spent on 8 Department over
which they had no contirol. The Government of Bombay thereupon
(in Mr, Nugent’s letter No, 795, dated the 26th February 1888)
proposed to relieve the Bombay Municipality of the Police charges
if the Municipality would either take over equivalent burdena
devolving on the provincial revenues or give up equivalent items
of Municipal revenue. The annual fixed payment of Rs. 1,438,750,
under Section 63 of Act V of 1878, was one of the items of
revenua which it was suggested the Munisipality might give up.
The Chairman of the Corporation, in replying to gowrnment,
stated as follows :—

“ In 1878, Government deprived the Municipality of
the right of coliecting and receiving Liquor License Feeg
in the City of Bombay—a right which was guaranteed by
Law, and enjoyed by the Corporation for many years.
For this source of revenue, which bad been steadidly in-
creasing for many years, Government granted inadequato
compensation to the Municipality by striking an average af
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the income realized in seven years up to 1878. This fixed
comypensation amounts to Re. 1,48,760 per annum, whereas
the average of collections for 8 years up to 1876 amonnted
to Ras. 1,63,706, and the average of three subsequent years
amounted to Rs., 2,02,246-12-0. Some idea of the losa
sustained by the Corporation will be formed from the fact
that Government realized a profit of Re. 1,78,242-8.0 in
three years ending 1881, or more than Rs. 2,560,000 up to
last year.

¢ Having regard to the inadequacy of the amount of
compensation paid to the Municipality under the terms of
Section 68 of Bombay Act V of 1878, in lieu of the receipts
from the Liquor License Fees enjoyed by the Municipa-
lity up to 1878, the Corporation are respectfully of opinion
that, in making the adjustment of charges between
Government and the Municipality in regard to the new
schewne generally, due regard shou{d be had to the heavy
loss of revenue suffered by the Corporation consequent on
the operation of the said Act, and they therefore beg to
ask Government to move the Bombay Legislative Couancil
to sanction such amendments in the eaid Acts as will en-
gure to the Municipality the full amount of thesrevenue
realizable from the sale of Liquor Licenses in the City of
Bombay, and from the levy of fines and penalties in con-
nection thereto for Municipal purposes, and to vest the
entire management and regulation of the Liquor License
Department in the Municipal Corporation.”

10. To this Government replied that they were not then pre-
pared to express any opinjon regarding the proposal to transfer
to the Municipality the control of the issue of Liquor Licenses.

11, In writing again to Government on behalf of the Corpo-
ration the Chairman recurred to the subjeet and expressed the
hope that, in the final arrangements to be made, Government
would be pleased to take such steps as they might think fil for
the amendment of Section 68 of Act V of 1878 so as to aliow the
full control of Liquor Licenses being given to the Municipality
and the full proceeds from those licenses being credited to the
Municipal Fund—an amendment which, it was pointed out,
would be of substantial benefit to the Corporation, having regard
to the fact that in 1888-84 the actual receipts by Government
were Rupees 85,978 more than the amount paid over tothe
" Municipality.

12, This representation again met with a refusal. The
Governor in Council ** as at present advised” was not disposed
to cousider that the Corporation had a right to insist upon an
increase in the amount of compensation. It wasadded, however,
that a Bill for $he amendment of Act V of 1878 was under con-
sideration and that when that Bill was introduced into the Legis-
lative Uoundil, the Corporation would have every opportunity of
giving expression to their views an the subject.
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18. This promised opportunity unfortunately never ecame,
No Bill to amend Act V of 1878 gppears yet to haye reached the
Legislative Council, and the Corporation have continued to re-
ceive year after year a compensation in no way cotumensurate to
the heavy loss inflicted on them by the enactment of Section 68.

14. The Corporation memorianlized Government again in
1890. It was pointed out that whilst the revenue fo Govern-
ment from Liquor Licenses was nearly 3 lakhs a year, Govern-
ment paid the Corporation leas than half that sum, and Govern-
ment were asked on the following ainong other grounds to make
such equitable alteration of the law as would enable them to
concede to the Municipality a yearly snin which would fairly re-
present the average revenue derived :—

“ (1) That consequent on the action of the Govern-
ment of India in reducing the duration of the Tunsa
Water Works Loan and all future loans from 60 to 40
years, half a lakh per annum more than was originally
agreed to has to be provided for the Sinking Fund of - the
Tansa Loan and about one half per cent. for the Sinking
Fund cbarges of all future loaus, ¢

“ (2) Thatthe Town Duty on Petroleum, which was
estimated to yield one lakh of rupees, was abolished as a
Municipal duty {rom 1st April 1889.

“ (8) That there is a probability of the Municipal-
ity being called npon at no distant date to make a large
contribution towards additional Police Charges.

“ (4) That the drainage, street iinprovements, mar-
ket extensions and further improvements of the City are
expected $o involve a large outlay to the Municipality.

“ (b) That the loss to the Municipality from 1878
to end of last year has been nearly 14 lakhs and will in
future involve a loss of more than 11} lakhs a year.”

To this pressing appeal the answer of Government was
}hnt they saw no reason for increasing the compensation fixed by

aw.

15. The Controversy with Government on the Police charges
was renewed in connection with a proposed increase to the force,
and the inadequacy of the compensation for liquor license fees
was again represented as follows in the Corporatiou's Memorial
to the Government of India, dated the 6th August 1891 :—

‘“ The inequality and injustice of the treatment under
which the ratepayers of this City have laboured ever
since 1865 has been much aggravated by the arbitrary
manner in which the Bombay Government have deprived
them of the full proceede of one of their local sources of
revenue, viz., fees for liquor licenses. These fees were a
source of Municipal revenue, certainly as far back as 1845
aud probably for more than 80 years earlier. But in 1878,
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Government passed a Lioeal Act, by a provision in which
they ostengibly proposed to give a lump sum as fairly re-
presenting the amount of the revenue by taking an ave-
rage of the geven previous years. In reality, they confis-
cated a great portion of it. * * * How detrimental fo
the Corporation this appropriation of an ancient source of
revenue on such terms has been may be seen from the
following figures extracted from the Bombay Presidency
Admipistration Report:—

Revenue derived from Liquor License Fees by Government.

Rs.
1878-79 vee 1,51 500
1879-80 oo oo e 2,16,595
1880.81 e 2,338,797
1881-82 e wee ee 2,25,000
1852 63 see . 2,25 064
1883-84 s 2,56,000
1884-8b e 2,63,280
1885H-86 e aee W .. 2,565,192
1886-87 - . 2,97,801
1887-88 e 2,922,844
1888.89 see we 2,92,659
1889.90 e 8,01,838

Rs. 80,11,420

The Corporation has more than once appealed to Govern-
ment, notably in 1884, for redress in respect of so grievons
un injustice. The only reply they have ever obtained fiom
Government was to the effect that ¢ as regards the proposed
amendment of Section 68 of Bombay Aet V of 1878, the
Governor in Council, ag at present adviged, is not disposed
to consider that the Corporation have & right to insist upon an
increase in the amount of compengation for the loss of liquor
licenses provided in that section. A Bill for the amendment
of Bombay Act V of 1878 1is, however, at the present
moment wunder the consideration of His Excellency the
Goverror in Council, and when that Bill is introduced into
the Legislative Council the Corporation will have every op-
portunity of expressing their views on the subject.” That oppor-
tunity has, however, never come.

16. Not succeeding with the Government of India either as
to the Police charges, the Corporation appealed to Her Majesty’s
Secretary of State for India in Council and their memorial of
22nd October 1892 referred to Liquor License Fees in the follow-
mg terms :—

“ The Liquor License Fees are a purely local source
of revenne., They arein fact & shop tax, levied because a
limitation of the number of liquor-shops is required in the
interests of the safety and order of the community. That
limitation gives the shops which are permitted to exist a
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monopoly value and the tax is or ought to be the-mensure of
that value. These Liquor License Fees are a very anciemt
source of local revenne. They probably existed as such
from 1812, certainly from 1845. In 1878 Governmeny
under the Abkari Act of that year appropriated them, as-
signing to the Corporation an annual payment in: liem
thereof of Rs. 1,43,750. The yield of the Tees has ever
sfince 1878 exoceeded this amount and is now more than
double, The exact facts and figuree are set*forth in para-
graphs 9 and 10 of the Memorial to the Government of
India, dated 6th August 1891. Government say in their
letter, No. 4520 of 24th August 1891, to the Government
of India, paragraph 8, that they ‘ see no advantage in go-
ing behind the final decision of the Leégislature,” ‘l'o be
pure it would not be to the advantage of Government to go
behind it, but it would be very greatly to your memoria-
lists’ advantage, and considering that ths ¢ fimal decision
of the legislature’ is the very thing of which they com-
plain, and considering also that hopes of an opportunity
for redress have been held out to them by Government
(vide concluding part of paragraph 9 of Memorial to Go-
vernment of India) they humbly trust Your- Lordship
will institute an inquiry on the subject, and if the faets
_which your memorialists state are established, that justice
may be done to them in the matter,” : .

17. 'The Secretary of State’s reply to the Memorial waas that
hiz Lordship was unable to admit the validity of the grounds on
which the Corporation claimed to be relieved of all pecuniary
liability for the City Police. It gave no decision with regard
to the Ligunor License Fees.

18. 1n 1891, while the controversy on the subject of Police
charges was preceeding, the Corporation had also occasion to
address Government on the subject of the eost of primary
education and the opportunity -was not omitted . to
again press their long standing grievance in regard to
Liquor License Revenue on the attention of Government.
For ipstance, in Mr. President Murzban’s letter No. 13111,
dated the 1%th March 1891, it was urged that if primary edu-
cation was to be made a local charge, the Corporation should be
relieved of all but local burdens and should be reinstated in
possession of all local revenues. “ In that case the Corpora-
tion would ask Government fo free them from the cost of
the Police and make over to them the full revenues of the
liquor and tobacco licenses with the heavy arrears which they
have 80 often claimed in vain from Government,”” The reply
of Government to that letter made no referemee to Liguor
License Revenue. '

19. From the above account, it will be seen by H. E, the
Governor in Couucil that the Corporation has, in the score

of years which have elasped since Act V of 1878 became
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Iaw, lost no opportunity of seeking redress for what $hey
genuinely believe to be a serious injustice perpetrated by
Beotion 63 of that enactment. In their Resolution No. 7472,
dated the 19th December 1876 ( Revenue Department)
Government themselves admitted that the revenue from
liguor license fees was an income to which this Muni-
cipality was equitably and legally entitled, and an assur-
ance was conveyed that this iIncome would not be . taken
away. This assurance the Government of the time did
not fully observe, and the Maunicipality was deprived of
the benefit of all expansion of the revenue that could, in
the course of years, have been looked for—to which also it
was equitably, and, before the law was altered, legally entitled.
As a matter of fact this revenue has very considerably grown since
1878, and the Municipality has lost and continues to lose a large
sum annually in the difference between the compensation fixed
by Act V of 1878, and the actual sums realized from year to year.
The Governor in Council in (he course of.all the correspondence
that has taken place on the subject bas, I am asked respectfully
to point out, never favoured the Corporstion with any explana-
tions, reasons or arguments in justification of the deprivation.
So far as the Corporation can judge Government appear never
to have given any serious consideration to the merits of their
complaint. 1 am therefore desired to once more press the
matter most earnestly on the attention of his kExcellency in
Council and invite a reconsideration of the representations from
time fo time made and the arguments advanced in them, and to
request that Government may be pleased to take account of, and
recoup to the Municipality, the whole of the loss inflicted on it
by the inadequate compensation fized in 1878, and also take the
necessary steps for securing to them the full revenues which
may be realized in future,

I have the honour to be,

Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
IBRAHIM RAHIMTULA,
President, Bombay Municipal Corporation.

The following was the reply :—

To the President, from the Secretary to Government,
I]I.}egenue Department, No., 4150, dated the 2nd July

900 :—

“ 1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
No. 9868, dated 18th December 1899, to the address of the
Secretary to (Rovernment, General Department, containing =
ropresentation regarding the justice of restoring to the Bombay
Mounicipal Corporation the full revenue realized from liguor
license fees in the City of Bombay, and compensating them for

the heavy loases suffered by the inadequacy of the compeunsation
fized by Bection 68 of the Abkari Act, V of 1878.
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« 2, In their present application the Bombay Mauanisipality,
afier mentioning that similar applications have been made io
Government in the past, represent that Governmeni have never
favoured the OCorporation with any explanation, reasons or
arguments in justification of their action in depriving the Muni-
cipality of the revenue from liquor shop lisenses, and in granting
as compensation for that revenue a subsidy which the Corpora-
tion hag never regarded as adequate. The Corporation, however,
appear to the Governor in Counecil to appreciate somewhat
imperfectly the consequences of the fact that the revenue in.
question was transferred to the Imperial exchequer by operation
of law, and that the amount of the annual subsidy had been
finally fixed by the Legislature when converting the excise
revenues in question from a Municipal into an Imperial asset.
The attention of the Municipality has already been drawn to the
law, and GQovernment have informed the Corporation that the
sottlement was final, and have expressed their inability to
re-open former accounts. No further answer to the complaints
of the Corporation seemed to be required. Thers appeared to be
no necessity for Government to argue from first principles rvhether

.the action of the Legislature of 1878 was proper or improper.
In deference, however, to the evideni wish of the Corporation,
I am directed to indicate briefly the principles upon which the
subsidy was fixed by Government and the Legislature, and the
views of the Governor in Council regarding the argument urged
in the letter under reply.

“ 3. That argument appears to be that because revenues
from liquor license fees have increased since the timme when
those receipts, which were previously credited to the Mlunicipal
Fund, were commuted in return for an annual sabsidy, therefore
the amount of the subsidy should be increased. In relying on
this arguinent the Municipality overlock the fact that the settle-
ment of 1879 was intended to be final, and that indeed, finality
is and must necessarily be regarded as an easential feature of
any settlement of this nature. ‘The fact that revenue has in-
creased since the time of the settloment would in any case have
been irrelevaut in considering the fairness of the settlement, but
the irrelevancy is in the present case accentuated by the fact
that the increase of revenue since the time of the settlement has
been obtained under a new system of excise administration.

“4, If the commutation made by Bombay Act V of 1879
of Municipal receipts from liquor shop licenses in retnrn for an
annual subsidy had been made with the consent of the Munioi-
pality, it is improbable that doubts regarding its fairness would
have subsequently been expressed. But though the consent of
the Municipality was not asked for or obtained to the Legislation
in question, it cannot be disputed that the Legislature has the
right to revise from time to time a Municipal schedule of
taxation, and declare which items of revenue shall thereafter be
regarded as Imperial and which as Local asgets. The Legisla-
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ture of 1879, in converting a Municipal asset into an asset of
excise revenue, was not overstepping its province, and in point
of fact, there was no obligation to give any compensation what-
ever. Compensation was given as an act of grace, and in fixing
it, the problem before the Legislature was to determine on the
materials then available what amount of compensation would be
adequate to recompense the Corporation for the revenue which
they had been receiving up to that time, and under the existing
system of administration. The Legistature did not attempt to
determine, nor in the opinion of Government was it their business
to determine, what additional revenue might perhaps afterwards
have accrued under a new system of administration,

* 5, The above explanation of the views of Government has
been given in deference, as above stated, to the wishes of the
Corporation, and not with the view of provoking further coniro-
versy or discussion regarding a settlement which was sanctioned
nearly twenty-two years ago, which was adopted by and embodied
in av Act, of the Legislature, and which was intended then to
be, and must now in the opinion of the Governor in Council be,
regarded &s finual.”

This letter was recorded and the consideration thereof
postponed sine die.
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_.'OF HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS, THE
PRINCE OF WALES (NOW'KING
OF ENGLAND) TO BOMBAY.

On the 8th November 1875, His Royal Highness, the
Prince of Wales (now King of England) arrived in Bom-
bay. The whole City was En fete. The address of the
Corporation was read by Mr. Dossabhoy Praxn_]l. On the
9th November, the anniversary of H. M.’s birthday there
was a general and most beautiful illumination of the City.
A levee was also held at the Secretariat. There was a
school children’s treat, Ball at the Byculla Club and
numerous other festivities at which His Majesty was
present.
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REMOVAL OF WATER FRoM PUBLIGHE

In the year 1890, the Corporation considered letter No.
8257 dated 21st May 1890, from the Municipal Commis-
gioner requesting sanction to the levy of fees for permis-
gion to remove water from public wells. The following
was the opinion of the Municipal Solicitors thereon :—

Letter, dated 7th May 1890, to H. A. Acworth, Esq.,
C. S., Commissioner as under :(— : '

8m,—We have the honor to ackrnowledge the receipt of your
letter No. 2101 of the 5th May, in reference to a {ee being charged
for the right to remove water from dipping wells by Bhisties in
masakhs, and ﬁ) the ruling of the President, upon Mr. Charles'
proposal to settle a scale of fees in respect of written permission
under section 269 (8). No papers were received with your letter.
Section 171, which provides that no tax or charge of any kind
shall be levied or demanded for the use of water in or from any
drinking fountains, &ec., expressly provides that the use of the
water sh#ill be limited as prescribed in sub-section 3 of Section
269, after providing the purpose for which only water shall be
carried away for * private use and not for sale >’ makes provision
under certain restrictions for its being carried away (presumably
otherwise than for private nse) in a cask, cart, pakhal, or masakh,
viz., with the *‘written permission *’ of the Commissioner. It
must be presumed that the Legislature were aware when they
passed section 171 and 269 (8) that by section 479 (2) a fea
might be charged for every ‘* written permission’’ at such rate
as sbould from time to time be fixed by the Commissioner with
the sanction of the Corporation, nor is this inconsistent with
section 171 which relates to a tax_for the use of Water for private
purposes, whereas section 479 relates to a fee payable for obtain-
ing a special privilege.

For the reasons above stated we are of opinion that the ruling
of the President referred to, in your letter uuder reply, cannot be
sustained.—

We have, &c., CRAWFORD, BURDER & Co.

The fees propoused to be levied were Rs. 2 per masakh
per mensem, Rs, 8 per Bullock with pakhals and Rs, 10
per cart. On the motion of the Hon’ble Mr. R, M. Sayani
the propesal was negatived,

L1CENSE FOR STORAGE OF SPIRITS.

The Government of Bombay under their Resolution
No. 8469, General Department dated 80th August 1890
decideqd that it was uudesirable for reasons explained to

levy a fee by the Municipality for permission to store
spirits, .
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TIES FURNISHED BY MUNICIFAL
" EMPLOYES.

A list of securities to be furnished by Muuicipal employes
will be found in the proceedings of the Corporation of
15th June 1891,

ADULTERATION OF DRUGS, FOOD AND DRINK.

The Committee of the Corporation reported on 20th
December 1900, on the subject of adulteration of drugs,
food aud drink in the City. The suggdestions made
therein were referred to the Municipal Cemmissioner for
report.”

HYDROPHOBIA.

On 18th June 1900, the Corporation considered the
following Letter from the Under-Secretary to Govern-
ment, in the Judicial Department, No. 817-M., dated
- the 14th May 1900 :—

“I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter,
No. 1158, dated the 28th April 1900, on the subject of legis-
lating with a view to protect the public from the danger of
dog bites, and in reply to state that the matter is now engaging
the attention of Government in connection with the projosed
amendment of the Police law applicable to the Town and Island
of Bombay.

““2. 1 am to add that the preparation of the draft Bill to

amend the Bombay City Police Act will be pushed forward with
the least possible delay,”

The letter was recorded.

PASTEUR INSTITUTE OF INDIA.

On 6th December 1900, the Corporation on the mo-
.tion of the Hon’ble Mr. P. M. Mehta, C. I. E,, passed the
following resolution :—

“That in reply to his letter dated 26th Oectober 1900, applying
for an annual subscription, the Honorary Secretary, Easteur
Institute of India, be informed that the Corporation are unable
{0 comply with the request.”

* See Corporation record for 156th February 1901,
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THE MUNICIPAL ELECTION.

OPINION OF COUNSEL.

The Corporation having asked for the opinion of Counsel, on
the question as to whether the vacancies caused by the setting
aside of the elections of Dr. Viegas and Rao Bahador V. K.
Vandekar may be filled before the * new ' Council comes into
office on the 1st April, or whether the appointments must be
made thereafter, Mz. J. D. Inverarity and Mr. Basil Scott
jointly submitted the following opinion:—

¢ 'We are of opinion that the vacancies, if they are to be filled
up by the Corporation, must be filled up within 15 days nfter
receipt of the Commissioner’s leiter of the 18th day of March
1901 iz default thercof a fresh election must be held. The
Corporation will have no power {c ill up the vacancies after the
first April as the 15 days will have elapsed. We are of opinion
that he would have been wrong if he had nct given information
without delay, and we think the Comminsizner wculd have been
wrong to*wait till the st April before he gave information.
The Municipal Secrotary wculd have been quite wrong if he
had ireated the iaformation ag informaticn to be acted on by
tHe Corporation after the 1s: April. We differ from the opinion
of Mr. James Jardine. 'Wo have cerefully considered the argu-
ments of the supporters of the cpposite view to the cne we take
es repurted in the rewepaper report furnished to us—and we
think that the view and the arguments in support of it sare
based on the fallacy that thore is & Ccrporaticn which ceases
to exist, and & new Corporaticn which comes into existence on
the 1st April,—a fallacy which is rapeated in the form of
the questicns which are put to ug., The truth is that there is
no new Ceorporation, sad no old ono. The Corporatisn after
the 1st April will bo the =mawne legal ¢ persona " as exists
now. There is no break whalever in iis existence. The Coun-
cillors who composed ths Ccrporation, no doubt, will not be
the same body of individuals after the 1s. April as they were
before, but thal fact dcea nol cause any change in the legal
body * the Municipal Corporaticn of the City of Bombay ™
to whom the right of fillingy these vacancies 1s eanbrusted by
Section 84. Besring this i : mind the Commissioner’s duty is
to “ without deley ' infcxrm the Corporation of the circum-
stances ; ke has nothizg to do with the guesiion of what
ludividuals thet bedy is composed of. Having performed
hiz duty, the Corporation has 15 days in which to fill up
the vacanciee, and provided the 15 days had not elapsed
tkey counld 61l up the vacancies after 1st April if they had not
been filled up before that date; e. ¢, suppose the Coms-
missioner gave information on 23th March and the Cor-

poration had not filled up the vacaucies by the 1st April, it
60
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would be open to the Corporation to fill them up after that
date within 15 days from the date of receipt of the information.

The words * the Corporation so far as it may be constituted ™
in Bection 84, in our opinicn do not support the contendion.
opposed to our view., They nre introduced merely to aveid
any argument arising on Section b of the Act {0 the effecf that
unless there are 72 Councillors, there is no properly consatituted
Corporation; one of such cuses would be whete no Couneillor
is elected to fill a ecasual vacancy. The mrgument based on
these words is that they show that the Corporation means the
incomplete Corporation ( because there will not be 72 Conn-
cillors) which comes into existence on the 1st April. Now if
a Councillor had died on the 12th March, then, according to
the argument, the letter of the 13th March of the Commissioner
would have been addressed to an incomplete Corporation, and
the words of the Act would have been satisfied. In our opinicn
the words quoted merely mean ‘ whether the whole 72 Coun-
cillors are in existence or not,” The Corporation exists whether’
the full number of Councillors are there or not—there is no
such thing as a new Corporation or an incomplete Coxporation.
The same Corporation which is in existence now will be in
existence after the 1st April, whether there are vacancies among
the Councillors or not, and whether the individual Cougs-
cillors remain the same or change. To that Corporation the
Commissioner has to give information * without delay,” and
any action taken on such information must be taken if at all,
within 15 days of its receipt. As regards the argument that
& Councillor unseated for some personal inalpractice would be
able to vote for himself—we think that the legislature probably
thought that this would not be a maiter of any practical im-

ortance as the other 71 Councillors would no doubt vote against

im. 'We bave no doubt whatever on any of the points in-
volved in the questions which have been put to us. They seem
to us to be unarguable once you get rid of the idea that & new
Corporation comes into being on the 1st April.”

On the Tth March 1901, Mr. C. W, Chitty, Chief Judge
of the Small Causes Court, delivered judgment in the case
in which Mr. Karamali Pirbhoy, one of the unsuccessful
candidates for the ratepayers elections of the Mandvi
‘Waurd, had petitioned for an order to set aside the election
of Dr. Accacio G. Viegas and Rao Bahadur Vithalrao
Krishnaji Vaundekar, on the ground of personation and
corrupt practices, :

In 2 Jengthy judgment Mr. Chitty set aside the election
of both the gentlemen.”

* For the full text of the judgment, pee Bombay Gazeite dated Bih
March 1901, ) o
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The Commissioner forwerded for the information of the Cor-
poration a copy of the orders passed by the Acting Chief Judge
of the Small Causes Court in the Election appeal filed by Mr.
Karmali Peerbhoy against Mr. Abdul Karim Noor Mahomed
Sulleman. In the cirecnmstance the Commissioner stated that it
was for the Corporation to take such action as they might deem
necessary under section 84 of the Act.

The Hon’ble Mr. Mehta in reference to this matter said he
would follow the procedure which the Corporation followed on
the former oocasion so that aull parties might have their views
represented. He therefore moved that the letter be recorded and
the Corporation do proceed to make an appointment under
gection 84, clause 2 of the Municipal Act. That would in the
first place enable the Corporation to decide whether they would
proceed with the election or not. On this occasion he contended
there could be no two opinions as to the desirability and the
propriety of the Corporation proceeding to make the election
themselves. He reviewed the history of the ease arising out of
the general election when on appeal to the small Causes Court
two cangdidates were unseated for mfasconduct by their agents.
When the matter came to the Corporation they practically sent
back the candidates to tho Mandvi rate-payers as an exceptional
snd special case. Unfortunately after the contest there was the
same resort to the Bmall Causes Court. He was very glad to
know that Dr. Viegas had succeeded in passing, bnt another
gentleman had been unseated because his agent was guilty of
misconduct. There could be no differsnce of opinion that in these
circumstances the duty imposed upon the Corporation by the*
Legislature must be discharged. It would be extraordinary if
they were to send men back to the electorate again and again,
Be_u_nderstood that some electors of Mandvi Ward had signed =
petition asking the Corporation not to discharge the function
which had’ been given them but to return the matter to them.
With every respect to the gentlemen who had ventured to sign
the petition all he could say was that they at least had no right
to ask the Corporation to do anything of the sort. The electors
bad the opportunity which the Legislature gave them and a
second time they had the opportunity and they asked for the
third chance. He supposed they would come a fourth time and
they might have another petition signed by ratepayers. He did
not suppose there had been a meeting of the ratepayers, somebody
had written the petition snd whoever had written it must bave
signed it. It was not for the electors of the Mandvi Ward to tell
the Corporation to.eend the matter back to them.

Sir Bhalehandra Krishna seconded the motio.

After discussion the motion was carried by 30 votes
agamnst 21 votes, *

The election was proceeded with, There were two

candidates viz. Professor Muller and Mr. Vandekar, The
latter was eleoted.® )

2 Bee Corporation Record for 190001,
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SPEECHES AT MEETINGS.

At a Corporation meeling held on 19th August 1901,
Mr. Kazi Kabiruddin moved : ** That no Councillor shall speak
for more than ten minutes on the original motion or for mecre
than five minutes on an amendment. That the movers and
speconders of the original motion be excepted from tha operation
of this rule.” Mr. Kazi in support of his motion said that the
London County Council had got such rules in their bye laws
and the Bombay Corporation should also adopt some suech rules
to expedite their work. They had not yet finished the July
Agenda. The single question which they discussed last month,
would justify the neceasity of such rules being adopted.

Mr, 8. D. Kho!o seconded the motion,

My, Aitken seid he quite agreed with the mover in giving un-
limited &time to the proposers, but he did not know why the
seconders should be allowed the same privilege.

My, Jehazghir B. Petit moved &n amendment that in the
Becond line afier the word * speak ™ in the original mgqtion the
following words be added:—*‘ except by leave of the majority of
the members precent.”

The amendment not being secanded, {oll through.

Mr, Hageambhoy Viaram supported the proposition which, he
paid, wounld stop many childish speakers (laughter).

My, P. 1, Meh'a, who opposed the raotion, said he hoped
Mr. Kari would exercise common gense, 1. was unsafe to move
‘s resolution of that sort in view of a recent single instance. Mr.
Mehta & expericiice cf the Corporation was that it was a more
practical and sober bedy tkan any other body of equal importance
in tho world ( Hear, hear). Ii was gaid that the Corporation
had been talking ruch and doing no work, but he entirely dis-
agreed with such opinion. On the whole the Corpcration was
doing much practical work in as short a time as possible. He
hoped that Mr, Kazi world see his way to withdraw the motion.

T:_’ith ths permission of She moeling, Mr. Kazi withdrew bis
motion.

THE TRAINING OF SBANITARY SURVEYORS,

A Government resslution in the educational department, dated
Bombay Castie, 27th November 1901, notifies that a Class will
meet in Bombay early in January next for iustruction under the
Executive Health Officer, Bombay Municipality, in practieal and
theoretical sanitation. The class will consist of 12 men, 8 of
whom shall have passed the Li. C. E. Examination from the
College of Science, Poona, and 4 the L. M, & 8., Examination
from the Grant Medical College, Bombay. The fees for tuition
of all the candidate will bo paid by Government,
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The course of instruction will last for 6 months and will termi-
nate with an examination to be held by the Health Department,
Bombay. A diploma in Sanitary Science will be granted to suc-
cessful candidates in this Examination. For all purposes of
instruction and discipline students in the class will be directly
under the authority of the Kxecutive Health Officer, Bombay
Maunieipality.

Stipends.—During the course Government will grant stipends
of Rs. 25 per meunsem to 6 of the students of the class, 4 of these
gtipends being granted, to L. C. E and 2 to L, M. & 8. candi-
dates. The payment of these stipends will be conditional on
satisfactory progress in the course,

Examination Fees.—lach candidate will be reguired to pay
an examination fee of Rs. 25 before being permitted to appear
at the final examination,

Selection of candidates will rest with the Principals of the
Grant Medical College for L, M. & 8. candidates and College
of Science, Poona, for L. C. E. candidates subject to the ap-
proval of the Surgeon-General and the Director of Publie In-
struction, respectively., Application for permission to attend
the class chould be rrade to the Principals of the Colleges
concernad on or before 10th December. The actual date on which
the class will mee$ will then be notified to selected candidates,

The following statement shows the number of build-
ings rebuilt on sites previously built upon :—

No. of buildings rebuilt No. of buildin
on sites previously built in respect of which
upon since the all or any of the
Wards, passing of the rovisiona of Soction
Municipal Act £48 of the Municipal
of 1888 Act could not be
till 1899, enforced,
B siiiiygppuas 26 18
B ARSI E RSN TY 4 ] ) 118 47
L S 209 103
1 ) R 190 68
B inssiiiopons 146 95
YT - 49 49
| © R 73 10




MARKETS.

On the 5th May 1809, Government gave'up the Green
Market to the Justices and it was then left open for the
free use of all vendors of vegetables, fruit and flowers.
The following notice was in consequence issued : — -

Vegetable Market. ‘
1809
The Honorable Jonathan Dancan Hsgr.,
Governor &ec. &ec.

NOTICE. .

¢ This market is appropriated solely for the.esmle of
vegetables, fruits, and flowers, open to all deseription of
persons dealing in those articles free from all tax, fee,
dustoor, or other emolument whatever,”

Previous to the year 1865, the Bench of Justices, pos-
sessed the following properties which were called  mar-
kets, but yielded no revenue.

1st. The Green or Duncan Markast, Sheik Memon Sireet

on which stood a few range of low tiled open sheds
indifferently paved and drained, very crowded,
hot, and dirty, containing about 1800 square yards,

2nd. The Bori Bundar Mutton and Fish Market about a

quarter of a mile from the green market,
containg 2480 square yards including a yard be-
longing to the mutton slaughter house close by.
This yard was lined with low tiled pent houses,
affording no shelter whatever either to vendor or
purchaser, the whole being unpaved,

8rd. The Beef Market which was in the yard of the

slaughter house in Butcher street, about midway
between the Green and Mutton Markets. This
contained 766 square yards, badly paved, with low’
tiled pent houses as in the mutton market,

These three places and some dens forming a private
market in Syed Abdul Rahman Strect, were the first
class markets.
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The second class markets were the Null Bazaar near
the Erskine and Duncan Roads, they comprised :—

{8) The Mutton and Fish Market, containing 1707
square yards.

(b) The Vegetable Market containing 26811 square
yards. .

Both markets weres unpaved and consisted merely of a
few ranges of low narrow sheds surrounded by a rough
wooden palisade.

There was a small enclosure of-a similar kind in
Mody Street for the provision of the Northern Fort, which
was constructed in 1847 at a cost of Rs. 1655.

Referring to these markets the Municipal Commission-
er in his annual report of 1867 states :—

« T,oeking at the first class markets, however ( Nos. 1,2 & 8 )
I perceivegd that it was impossible to iraprove them and to provide
adequate accommodation in 80 erowded a locality. I was aware
also that certain public improvements would lead to the speedy
abolition of the market No. 2 and I was most anxzious to separate
the meat markets from the slaughter houses and to remove the
latter out of the town. I therefore determined to construct en-
tirely new general markets. That part of the Esplanade lying
immediately adjacent to these three markets appeared a most
favourable situation, because it was close to all the three existing
first class markets and also to the Railway by which the meat,
and much of the fruit and vegetables, aré brought to Bombay.
I accordingly applied for, and obtained from Government the fine
site now being built upon, containing about 72,000 square yards,
The site was presented by Government to the Municipality
on the understanding that general markets should be at once
commenced.

“‘ In planing the new goneral markets I had the following points
to provide for in order that these markets might be geanerally
resorted to by all classes and castes.

*“ Fruit and Vegetables &c. must be #bld alone under one roof,
unpolluted by meat of any kind ; and beef must not be sold under
the same roof with mutton and fish. Then again the meat and
fish markets must of course be to leeward of the fruit and vege-
table markets and yet as close as possible to the Railway by
which the meat would arrive. Then again the dealers of the
fruit and vegetable market (No. 1) being wholesala as well as
retail, dealers would require storeroomns adjacent to the market.”

Having failed to obtain suitable designs in England,
Mz, Emerson was commissioned to prepare one which was
adopted.
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The fruit and vegetable market was opened on 16th
January 1867 ; the mutton and fish market was coms
pleted and opened in 1868 ; the beef market was opened
in 1869.

At a meeting held on 26th April 1868, on the motion of
Dossabhoy Framji Esqr., seconded by Captain Hauncock,
Mr. Crawford’s name was associated with the Esplanade
Market,

The Null Bazaar Market was eompleted and opened in
November 1867. A similar building was completed and
opened in December 1887 over the site of the vegetable
market admeasuring 140 x120=16800 square feet. It
contained 884 stalls.

The above two buildings at Null Bazaar then cost
Rs. 1,36,000. Ths extensior of the Erskine Road Market
by the addition of 175 stalls was sanctioned in 1887-88
and the work completed at a heavy outlay. The Fort
Market was constructed during 1867 on Municipal
ground and coatained 130 stalla.

On the 1st January 1CEG, the market dealers were called
upon to pay rent for their stalls. The Beuch had however
decided that the right of ocoupancy for the year was to be
sold by auction, This decisicn gave greal offence to
the market dealers and they resorted to a strike.
In three days however the strile came to an end, The

rivate Vegetable and Frunit Market at Bhuleshvar was
ﬁurnt down in 1838, With the sanction of the Bench the
site was purchased for tho erection of a public market.
This market bas since been improved by the erection of
a New Market of larger dimneancions,

The system of fraud and extortion carried on by many
of the members of the Market and Slanghter House esta-
blishment came to light towards the end of 1874. Two
men, one a dismisged market peon, the other a meat seller
in the Market reported to Mr. Pedder (the then Muni-
cipal Commissioner) what they knew of it.  The
information received from these men, was privately
tested by Mr. Sorabji N. Cooper and Mr. Edulji Rustomji.
As-soon as the Municipal Commissioner was convinced
of the facts alleged, the matter was placed in the hands
of the Commissioner of Police.
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" "The charges grouped themselves under three heads—-
Iflicit exaotions from the butchers atthe Bandura Slaughter
Houses for improperly passing bad meat, or by threats of
condemning good meat, similar exactions from the butchers
and dealers in the meat markets in Bombay ; and exactions
from the various costermongers, fish sellers, and other
petty deales in the Bombay Markets who did not hold
stalls at fixed rents, by threats of annoyance or under
pretence of showing favour,

. Although of the existence of a general and organised
system of fraud and extortion there was no doubt whatever,
yet it was a matter of no small difficulty to bring home to
each of the accused the fact necessary for his conviction
of his having, at some particular time and place and from
some particular person, illicitly exacted a particular sum
of money. This being so, the general success of the
prosecutions was no doubt very satisfactory, and shows
that the cases were got up with much care. Two over-
seers and five peouns were tried before the Full Power
Magistrate, Tannah ; and of these men, five were convict-
ed and sentenced to various terms of imprisonment and to
fine. Two overseers and 26 peons were charged before
the senior Magistrate and of these 18 were finally convicted
before the High Court. On taking up the enquiry, the
Municipal Commissioner suspended both Mr. Higgins (the
Superintendent of the Markets ) and Mr. Webb ( the
Slaughter House Superintendent). Nothing whatever
came out against them in the course of the Folice investiga-
tion which would have justified in their being placed
dbefore a Magistrate. A special departmental inquiry was
however held to ascertain if they were in any way
implicated in the misconduct of their subordinates, The
result of this inquiry completely, exonerated both the
Superintendents from any suspicion of dishonesty or of
8uilty complicity with their subordinates, nor were they
culpably neglectful or careless in the discharge of their
duties, but they reposed undue coufidence in plausible
subordinates, an error for which they were both punished
by a long suspension and heavy loss of pay.

On the night of January 28th 1888, the godowns in the
compound of the Arthur Crawford Markets were burat,
the fire being probably due to careless bidi smoking,
though the exact cause was not discovered, The dams-

61

Prosecution
of Market
employes.

Fire at the
Arthur Craw-
ford Market,



Associating
Mr Crawford’s
pname with the
Esplauade
Market,

Null Bazaar
Market,

Fort Market.

The first levy
of stallage
foes,

Market strike,

The Bhuleah-
war Market.

Extertion by
Market em-
ployes

480

The fruit and vegetable market was opened on 16th
January 1867 ; the mutton and fish market was coms
pleted and opened in 1368 ; the beef market was opened
in 1869.

At & meeting held on 26th April 1868, on the motion of
Dossabhoy Framji Esqr., seconded by Captain Hancock,

Mr. Crawford’s name was associated with the Esplanade
Market,

The Null Bazaar Market was eompleted and opened in
November 1867. A similar building was completed and
opened in December 1867 over the site of the vegetable
market admeasuring 140 x120=16800 square feet. It
contained 384 stalls.

The sbove two buildings at Null Bazaar then cost
Rs. 1,86,000. Tho extensior of the Erskine Road Market
by the addition of 175 stails was sanctioned in 1887-88
and the work completed at a heavy outlay. The Fort
Market was comstructed daring 1867 on Municipal
ground and coatainad 150 sta’ls.

On the 1st January 186, the market dealers were called
upon to pay rent for their stalls. The Bench had however
decided that the right of ocoupancy for the year was to be
sold by auction. This decisica gave great offence to
the market dealers and they resorted to a strike.
In three days however the strite came to an erd. The
private Vegetable and ¥ruit Market at Bhuleshvar was
burnt down in 1888, With the sanction of the Bench the
pite was purchased for the erection of a public market,
This market has since been improved by the erection of
a New Market of larger dimenzions,

The systew of fraud and extortion carried on by many
of the members of the Market and Slaughter House esta-
blishment came to light towards the end of 1874, Two
men, one a dismissed market peon, the other a meat seller
in the Market reported to Mr. Pedder (the then Muni-
cipal Commissioner ) what they knew of it. The
information received from these men, was privately
tested by Mr. Sorabji N, Cooper and Mr. Edulji Rustomji,
As soon as the Municipal Commissioner was convinced
of the facts alleged, the matter was placed in the hands
of the Commissioner of Police. ,
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. "Phe charges grouped themselves under- three heads—
Ilicit exactions from the butchers at the Bandora Slaughter
Houses for improperly passing bad meat, or by threats of
condemuning good meat, similar exactions from the butchers
and dealers in the meat markets in Bombay ; and exactions
fromm the various costermongers, fish sellers, and other

etty dealers in the Bombay Markets who did not hold
stalls at fixed rents, by threats of annoyance or under
pretence of showing favour,

Although of the existence of a general and organised
system of fraud and extortion there was no doubt whatever,
vet it was.a matter of no small difficulty to bring home ‘to
each of the accused the fact necessary for his conviction
of his having, at some particular time and place and from
some particular person, illicitly exacted a particular sum
of money. This being so, the general success of the
prosecutions was no doubt very satisfactory, and shows
that the cases were got up with much care. Two over-
seers and five peous were tried before the Full Power
Magistrate, Tannah ; and of these men, five were eonvict-
ed and sentenced to various terms of imprisonment and to
fine. Two overseers and 26 peons were charged before
the senior Magistrate and of these 18 were finally convicted
before the High Court. On taking up the enquiry, the
Munioipal Commissioner suspended both Mr. Higgins (the
Buperintendent of the Markets ) and Mr. Webb ( the
Slaughter House Superintendent). Nothing whatever
came out against them in the course of the Folice investiga-
tion which would have justified in their being placed
Defore a Magistrate. A special departmental inquiry was
however held to ascertain if they were in auy way
implicated in the misconduct of their subordinates, The
result of this inquiry completely, exonerated both the
Superintendents from any suspicion of dishonesty or of
Builty complicity with their subordinates, nor were they
culpably neglectful or careless in the discharge of their
duties, but they reposed uadue confidence in plausible
subordinates, an error for which they were both punished
by a long suspension and heavy loss of pay.
~ On the pight of January 28th 1888, the godowns in the
compound of the Arthur Crawford Markets were burat,
the fire being probably due to careless bidi smokiug,
though the exact cause was not discovered, The dam.
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age to the Municipality amounted to about Rs. 31,000
which amount the Corporation sanctioned for the re-
construction of the building.

In regard to the purchase of the site of the Moombadevi
Vegetahle Market, the following discussion took place :—

Mr, Crawford moved--

“That the Commissioner be authorised to purchase from
Venayekrgo Juggonathjee Bunkerset, lsq., the site of the
Moombadavee Vegetable Market recently destroyed by fire,
measuring 588 square yards, at Rs. 75 per square yard, total
price Rs. 44,100 and to erect thereon a veretable market at an
estimated cost of Rs, 20,900, in all Rs. 65,000, aird that the said
sum be raised in addition to the market loan sauctioned at the
late Budget Meeting.”

The motion was seconded by Dr. Birdwood and carried
(26-4-68.)

The Mazagon Market was constrocted to mcet the
wants of the residents of that locality. It cost Rs, 37,000
or thereabouts and was named after Mr, Pedder, the then

Municipal Commissioner.

A petition dated 20th January was read by the Clerk of
the Peace with regard to sheep-selling in  Bombay, The
petitioners set forth, that for more than fifty years the Esplanade
had been the seat of their sheep market in the city. In 1867
they received an order to remove it to Byculla, and quietly
did so; and on receiving a similar order within a yesr, they
removed it to Bandora. But this was so far distant from
the city, that the petitioners suffered great loss by the want
of customers, and then, too, further loss was occasioned by con-
sumers going to Bandora, and purchasing sheep from those who
brought them thither. Therefore, the petitioners made a strong
appeal to the Commissioner, that he wonld proteet the business
they had enjoyed for the last fifty years, and thus secure to him-
self the blessings of them and their families for ever and ever.

This bad been addressed to the Municipal Commissioner.
Dx. Hewlett replied to the following effect :—*¢ That their floek of
sheep were found to be a nuisance on the Ksplanade, and accord-
ingly the authorities directed that no more sheef should be
grazed there. The petitioners were not ordered or told to go to
Byculla—they were advised to go to Bandora, or where there
was abundance of room for them,*and where the butchers, whe
used to purchase from them, were eraployed, They chose them-
selves to stay at Byculla, hoping to sell to many persons who
kill privately in their houses and were liable to a heuvy punish-
ment for doing so. He hoped they had suffered loss, and thal
they would yet suffer more loss for encouraling people to break
the law. 'The sheep hokka or market was, as they very well
knew, held at Bandora, and they should go there.” '



483

Ancther petition was read, dated 6th February, addressed
to the Bench of Justices, in which the petitioners stated the same
case, and added, that they used to sell sheep on the Esplanade,
and at Byculla, to private individuale for religious or domestic
ceremonies, and not to any butchers. They submiited that no
nuisance was thereby produced, nor, as they believed, had any
complaint-been lodged by the neighbouring inhabitants. They
concluded by praying the Bench to allow them to sell sheep at
Byculla, on receiving a fee of one anna per sheep, instead of 16
pies for 20 sheep, as formerly.

A report on this petition by Dr. Hewlett to the President of
the Finance Committee, was next read. This stated, that the
Commissioner, had on his representation discouraged the practice
of selling live sheep and goats at Byculla, and that since the
removal of the slanghter-houses to Bandora, an immense amount
of private slaughtering, which it was impossible to prevent by
other measures, had beon going on in the town, on the plea that
they were to be used in ceremonies. He admitted the loss to the
butchers, and stated that the returns showed a falling off of 70,898
sheep dyring the year ended 831st December 1867, which would
represent a sum of Rs. 4,899-15 ; but he thought this loss should
not stand against such a step, for the health of the people, as
that taken by the Cowmmissioner., All persons, he added, who
wished to buy sheep or goats for religious rites or demestio
ceremonies were allowed to do 80 on the ground at Baudora, on
paymeut of the usuul fee.

Another petition had been sent on the 24th of February pray-
ing, that as sheep or goats could not be got every day at Bando-
ra, some person should be allowed to keep 800 or 400 at Byculla
for pale, for religious and ceremonial purposes only.

A report by Dr. Hewlett, in reply to this, strongly objected
to such a privileze, but said that at the great feasts that conld
as hitherto be allowed, as for instance, at the late Buckri Eed,
when 5,000 sheep and goats were brought in with the Com-
xEr‘uzsioner's permission, and sold within the three days of the

ed,

Mr. A. T. Crawford (the Municipal Commissioner) moved.—

* That the petitions, and reports of Dr. Hewlett thereons
eon_lp_olaining of the DMaunicipal Commissioner not allowing the
betitioners to sell sheep at Byculla, be recorded.”

The whole matter, he said, had been considered by the
Finance Committee of the Bench at great length, and they had
resolved—** That the petition be anbmitted to the Bench with
an expression of the concurrence of the Standing Committee in
the course adopted by the Municipal Commissioner with a view
to discourage the slanghter of sheep in Bombay.” No illégal
steps had been taken by Dr. Hewlett or himself in this matter ;
tht_ay.- bad simply iusisted that, if people wanted to enjoy the
privilege of slaughtering a large number of sheep daily, they
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should go out to Bandora and purchase them, where .shoep were
usually sold o the buichers. There was a certain number of
butchers who were even now trying to kick against ihe
pricks, and to overcome the arrangements that had been
made, The practice of slaughtering in privateé houses was
a mosgt serious matter, and there was every reason to believe
that two, or three, or four hundred were slaaghtered nightiy
in that manner. This really conld not be fcle¥ated, and ac-
cordingly measures had been taken which would lead to ; the
abolition of this private slaughtering, If anybody thought ke
was suffering from illegal measurses, lie bad his remedy.

Dr. Birdwood seconded the motion, and expressed a wish
that the reading of such Eet«tmns in future might be done away
with, Nearly an hour hed been apent in reading the detu-
ments about this matter, and certainly the Justices had derived
no edifieation.

Dr. Hewlett mentioned that during the quarter ending 3lst
March 1868, 13,620 more sbeep were slaughtered at Bandora
than durmg the corresponding period of the previous year,
That represented a sum of Rs. 851—or Re. 3,400 anzually—
received by the Mumclpahty At present about a hundred sheep
were allowed to be brought in, and slaughtered nighély in the
town, and that was quite as many as the Municipality should
allow to be slaughtered in private houses, but more than thak
number would be allowed, if required.

Captain Henry thought it hard that sheep should not be
allowed to be purchased in Bombay, but quite agreed that they
should not be slanghtered in town,

- Mr. Crawford—We don’t interfere with them, when they
E}rchase gheep in Bombay, if they can find anybody to gell
em

The motion was here carried.

aptain Henry—Do I understand that there is po ob_;echon
to sel ing sheep at Byculla?

Mr. Crawford—We can’t prevent it.

Dr. Hewlett— They must first pay their fee at Bandora, ‘and
the sheep must be inspected if they wish t0 slaughter in the
town.

Captain Henry—Is there a law that they must pay their foe
before they bring them to Bombay ?

Dr. Hewlest—That is the question.

Captain Heury—I suppose youn are brmgmg a pressnre to bear
upon them without any legal power to do it ?

Dr. Hewlets—No, 1 don’t say that. (Laughter.)

(26-4-1868. ) .

The DeLisle Road Sheep Market has now been_ in
existence for many years, and the selling of sheep is
perwitted thereat. .
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The Sub Commitide of the Standing Commitiee which
was _appointed on 265th July 1894, recommended the build-
ing of a market adjoining the Parel Station B, B, & C. 1.

"Railway or on a site south of Fergusson Road.

Eventually a market was erected near the Parel
Railway Station and is called the Fergusson Road Market.

On the 3rd May 1899, the Committee of the Corpora-
tion recommended the building of a market on a suitable
site near Elphinstone Road. On the 15th June 1899,
the Corporation approved of the réport but no market
has yet been built on that site.

A proposal to close the Foras Road Market was reject-
ed by the Corporation on 13th February 1900,

A proposal to construct a market at Chowpati was con.
aidered Ry the Corporation in 1896 but nothing definite
has yet been settled.

The pay of the Clerk of the Committee of Markets for
21 months i. e. from January 1809 to September 1810
was Rs, 630 or at the rate of Rs. 30 per mensem,

The pay of the Superintendent of Markets in 1902 is
Rs, 600+Rs. 50 as allowance with a personal allowance

of Rs. 100 per mensem and free quarters. The presents

Superintendenfgis Mr. Douglas Bennett. Mr. H. Holmes
and Mr. L. W.Michael have on occasions acted as Super-
intendent of Markets during the absence of Mr, Beunnett
on leave.

Under the supervision of Major William Brooks in the
year 1794 the erection of a mutton market place in the
Town, was sanctioned at a cost of Rs. 2,940-1 quarter
and 14 reas.

There are at present alarge number of public and
private markets in the city, of which the Arthur Crgwford’
ﬁarket and the Erskine Road Market are the most impor-

nt. . :

The total smount. of sta.llagés from the different Municipal
markets, receverable every quarter or half-year under the
terms of gection 407 (a) and (c) at the opening of the year.

Fergusseon
Road Market.

Supari Bag
Road Market,

Foras Road
Market.

Chaopati
Market,

Pay of the
clerk of Mare
keta.

The old
Mutton Mar.
ket in the
Town.
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1898-9 amounted to Rs, 47,205 against Rs. 47,512 at the closing

of that year,

I'he following is the statement :—

Renta perquarter|Rents per quar-
a8 appearing at | tor as-appearing
Names of Markets. the opening | at the ocloging
of the year of the year
1888-09, 1898-99.
Rs, Re.
Culabn Market. . . - oo . . 805 805
Fort do. .. - o . 4,676 4,688
A. C. Fruit & Veget.able M\rket . . s 14,542 14,642
Do. Fish and Mutton do, ve e i 2,614 2,614
Do. Mutton Market (new).. . os s ‘947 947
Do. Beef Murket .. ae va s - 2,528 2,624
Godowns . .s .e .- .. 1,628 1,553
Fowl roomns . .. 825 852
Erskine Road Frult and Vugemble Mm-kat (old) 6,233 6,233
Do, do. 0, do. (new) .. 2,508 2,492
Do Mutton Market .. . o 4 2,630 2 530
Bhuleshwar do, ae . .e . 8,395 3 232
Pedder do. .. .. . . 464 "464
Foras Road do. .. e e L mn 345 345
Pork do, .. .. b - 100 100
DeLisle Road Sheep do. .. . .. o 3,570 3,570
Ferguson Road do. .. . - o . 421
Total .. 47,205 47,512
Average number
Total of stalls entirely
Names of Marketa. number of | vacant in each Remarks.
stalls. quarter during
1898-99,
Colaba Market .o v o 70 81
Fort Market.. 265 i3] Rent collected
A. C. Fruit 'uld Vegetnb]e 'Mnrket 563 48 half-yearly.
Do. Fish and Mutton Market .. 119 47
Do. Mutton Market (new) wie 68 15 ¢
Do, Beef Market .. ve .o 77 One stall was va-
cant in the 1st
quarter and onein
the last quarter
Godowns e .o ve o 29
Fowl rooms .. 29
Erskine Road Fr uxt aud Vege
table Market (old) o 426 37
Do, do. new). . 128 61
Do. Mutton Market 114 51
Blooleshwar do. . 162 54
Pedder do. . 40 11
¥oras Road do. ae 68 34
Pork do. . 2 eees Rent collected
yearly.
Delisle Road Sheep do. . 50 cess Rsnt oollected
: half-yearly.
Ferguson Road do. . 28 Only one stall was
vacant in last|
L quarter.
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SLAUGHTER HOUSES.

Farly in the year 1886, sanction was obtained to the
removal of the slaughter houses to Bandora, and to the
running of a daily meat train. A measure long
needed, and strenuously opposed up to the last by the
entire butcher fraternity.

The Municipality had to bear in mind the following
among other points :—

« That the cammatterees and others actually employed
in slaughtering must, have lines on the ground. That
there must be standing room under cover for at least 3
days supply of live cattle for Bombay. That there must
be space for the bi-weekly fairs of live stook. That thero
must be abundance of water. That there must be every
convenignce for live cattle to reach the ground by rail.
That to ensure speedy transit to Bombay the siding for
the meat train should be so close to the slaughter houses
as to admit of the meat being loaded from them at once
into the meat vans. That the prejudices of the Hindu
Communities should in no way be offended. These pre-
judices showed themselves at every step and in most
trivial detail, For instance not only was it necessary

that the mutton and beef should be slaughtered under

separate roofs and in distinct buildings, but the blood
and drainage from the beef slaughter house could not be
allowed to pass even in an underground sewer past the
mutton slaughter house, Again besides a wall dividing

the two vards, it was imperative that it should not be’

possible to see from the mution yard and building into
the beef slaughter house ; and the mutton and beef must
o in separate vans, the buffers of which must not even
touch each other, ( a separate train was even demanded)
and on arrival in Bombay, the mutton and beef must not
see each other, but carried away to the market by dif-
ferent routes and a separate gang of coolies be employed
to cleanse each slaughter house,” '

By adopting the radial plan, Mr, Aitken had been able
to meet all these difficulties. A siding which ran in
from the Bandora $tation, bifurcated in two sidings—one
to the west, being the iive stock siding and platform, the

other to the east the meat siding. In the space bet-

Prejudices
regarding the
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train service.
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ween the two were the mutton and beef and commissariat
slanghter houses, built on the line and along the curve,
with their respective yards in rear. e

Cattle arriving by the main ‘entrance were landed on
the live stock platform, passed at once into the large
open space used for the hakkas or fairs, and were after-
wards passed into the large standing shieds on each side
of the central road. The Inspector’s seniry box was
between the two gates to the slaughter bhouses and sheep
or cattle were there daily inspected and passed for
slaughter before entering the slaughter -house yards.
‘I'hey were tied up in the yard umtil required, and the
carcases being prepared were at once carried through
the east doorway, and hung up in the meat vans along-
side. The train having been once made up was oot
altered. The mutton vans were separated from the beef
vans by three third class carriages, in which only those
coolies travelled who were needed for carrying meat to
the market after arrival in Bombay. The "~ train left
Bandora about 8 A, M. and reached Bori Bunder about 4
A. M., At the temporary siding at Bori Bunder, screens
again separated the mutton from the beef vans.

Vehar water had been laid from Mahim over the
causeway into the slaughter houses and to the standing
sheds. The buildings were designed by Mr. Aitken,
They are neat, plain, substantial buildings well suited
in every way to the purpose for which they are used.
All these buildings were erected by Messrs, Wells and
Glover, Contractors.

The slaughter house was first used .on the night of
the 19th February 1867 and the first meat train reached
Bori Bunder the following morning at 4-45 a. m.

The DButchers gave a great deal of trouble on various
occasions. In the fitst place with a view to frighten the
Municipality into a change of plan they endeavoured to
excite the fears of the Hindus by spreading gross false-
hoods regarding the arrangements for the conveyance
of the meat, Many ignorant persons actually abstained
from eating meat, believing that it had been defiled.
Finding their profits affected by this vesult, the mutton
butchers then tried a strike in March 1867, ‘but fortu-
nately the Municipality obtained timely information,
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and were almost immediately prepared with butchers -
and sheep. This strike was thus soon ended, bust
there was another general strike of the butchers, which
resulted in their complete discomfiture and humiliation.
The fact is these people had been treated with excessive
consideration, their profits were enormous, and the trade
being in the hands of a few men, they had a mistaken
idea of their power.

The result of the strike was the following petitions
from the beef and mutton butchers : —

BEEF BUTCHERS’ PETITION.

* We, the beef butchers of Bombay, now humbly beg pardon
of the community at large, and of the Municipal authorities, for
the recent and former strikes, We hereby, one and all, promise
that nothing of the kind sh occur again, and as a material
guarantee we hereby deposit with the Muonicipal Commissioner
the sum of 5000 rupees, which wo are willing to have forfeited
for the benefit of the Municipal Fund, should there ever again be
a strike, or any attempt to oppose the decisions of the Worship-
ful Bench of Justices, or to break through the conditions herein-
aiter agreed to. We beg that this sum may be deposited in the
names of Wulla bin Mahomed and Maboob Buhimon, and Tazoo
Kala who oun our behalf, will draw the interest at the rate of 5
per cent, per anunm, We all agree to the following conditions
now imposed by the Municipal Commissioner viz :—

“ That each butcher shall register his own name and that of
each partner in the office of the Health Officer, aud shall take
out a license for each year on payment to the Municipal Fund
of a fee of Rs. 15 for each man,

*“That the * Hukh " or market for cattle shall be held at Ban-
dura within the Municipal enclosure, and at mno other place.

*“ That thirty five (85) train tickets only shall be issued free for
the Haikuries employed by us. This number to be reduced
when the new beef market is completed and the meat siding
brought up 6o it. That butchers and Cammadtérees travelling by
the meat train shall pay for their own tickets.

“ That the following men who had stood by the Municipality
during our strike shall obtain a license free, and shall occupy &
stall for one year on payment of & nominal fee of one pie only,

“ Names :—Lall Hosein, Mahomed Cassim, Haji Habib Shaik
Russool, Chan Mahomed Noor Mahowed, Tajoo Lioshein, Currium
Mahomed Tajoo and Tajoo Moorad.

“ That in the eveut of disobedience of the orders of the Munici-
pal Commigsioner or the Health Officer, the offenders license” to
slaughter, shall be liable to be cancelled, and he himself ejected

{:‘_Om'the Municipal Markets, forfeiting all fces or rents paid .by
im”
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MUTTON BUTCHERS' PETITION.

“ We the mutton butchers of Bombay, now humbly beg pardon
of the community at large, and of the Municipal authorities, for
the recent and former strikes. We hereby, one and all, promise
that nothing of the kind shall oceur again, and as a materinl
guarantee we hereby deposit with the Municipal Commissioner
the sum of Rs. 5000, which we are willing to have forfeited for
the benefit of the Municipal Fund should there ever again be a
strike, or any atteinpt to oppose the decisions of the Worshipful
Bench of Justices, or to break through the conditions hereinafter
agreed to, We beg that this sum may be deposited in the names
of Nuthoo Soolba Patel, Hoosein Chandaji, Sooban Balaji, and
Dorabji Hormusji, who, on our bebalf, will draw the interest at
the rate of 5 per cent, per annum. We agree to the following
conditions now imposed by the Municipal Commissioner viz :~—

1, That each bnicher shall register his own name
and that of each partner in the office of the Health Officer,
and shall take out a license for ench year on paviment to
the Municipal Fund of & fee of (5) five rupees for each
wman.

9, That the * Hukh" or market for sheep shall be
held at Bandora within the Municipal euclosure, and at
no other place,

3. That (75) seventy five train tickets shall be issned
free for the Halkaries employed by us. This number to
be reduced when the new market is completed and the
moat siding brought up to it.

©*4, That butchers and cammatteries travolling hy
the ment train shall pay for their own tickets.

“5. That the following men who have stood by the
Municipality during our strike, shall obtain a license free,
and shall occupy a stall for one year on payment of a
neminal fee of one pie only; Luximon Muliba, Gunpat
Luximon, Pallonji Rustownji, Cowasji Dossabhoy, and Taj
Mabomed Pathan,

“6. That in the event of disobedience of the orders of
the Municipal Commissioner or of the Health Officer, the
offender’s license to slaughter shall be luble to be can-
celled, and he himself ejected from the Municipal Mar-
kets, torfeiting ail fees or rents paid by him.”

On the first night of the riots of 1893, the butchers
struck, and refused to kill. Mr. Douglas Bennett the
present Superintendent of Markets, on hearing of the
strike proceeded to Bandora at about 10 p. M. and with
great determination, made them proceed with the work
of slanghtering and dressing, with the” result that there
was no interruption of the meat supply to the City next
morning.
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Mr. Acworth the then Municipal Commissioner for
the City of Bombay has placed on records to the effect
that the City was particularly indebted to him (Mr. Dou-
glas Bennett) for the continuance of its food supply during
that critical period,

In the riots of 1898 the ingenuity and courage of
Mr., Bennett was again conspicuously brought into promi-
nence, Every industry and trade in the City was
hrought to a dead lock for some days and threats were
hourly held out to the dealers of assault unless they
closed their stalls. As in the riots of 1893 so in the riota
of 1898 on the same night and about the same hour the
butchers again struck. On this occasion Mr. Bennett

roceeded at about 9 p.uM. with a non-commissioned officer
and about a dozen men of nativeinfantry, and on his teach-
ing the men a sound lesson the work of slaughtering was
again proceeded with and the meat supply arrived in Bom-
bay almost at the usual time. The most trying time was
the first and second years of the plague epidemic. The
dealers and all the market traders became thoroughly
panic stricken, and were wanting to flee from Bombay,
and notwithstanding these tremendous odds against
which Mr, Bennett had to contend, the dealers and stall
holders were persuaded to remain and go on with their
calling,

Ou the land acquired for the Slaughter-houses at
Bandora stood the picturesque ruins of the old Jesuit
College which was visited by Dr. Fryer in 1672, who thus
deseribed the place :—

‘ Upon these shores it was not long before I was employed to
wait on the Father Superior of the North, a learned man, and a
Spaniard by nation, of the order of the Jesuits.

*The President commanded his own baloou (a barge of state
of two and twenty oars) to attend me and one of the Counecil to
compliment the Father on the Island of Canorein, parted from
Bombaim by a stream half a mile broad. Near our landing-place
8tood & College, not inferior to the building, uor much unlike
those of cur Universities, belunging to the Jesuits here, more
eommonly called Paulistines (whoae visitor was now my patient),
who live here very sumptuously, the greatest part of the Island
being theirs. OQur entertainment was truly noble and becomin
the gravity of the society. After I had done my duty ‘the
Fathers unccompanied us to the barge. Afore the College gate
ftood a large Cross thwack’d full of young blacks singing vespers.
The town is large, the houses tiled; it is called Dandora, At
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our departure they gave us seven guns, which they have plant-
ed in front of their College for- their own defence; besides thoy
are fitted with good store of small arms.

“In the middle of the river we had a pleasant prospect on
both sides. On Bandora side the College, the Town, the Church
of Bt. Andrew a mile beyond, and npon the hill shat pointed to
the sea the Aquada, Blockhonse, and a Church ; o the other
side the Church of Maijm with other handsome huildings.”

The following table shows for five years the number of
animals slaughtered at the Bandora Slaughter-houses and
in Bombay for Public and Commissariat consumption ex-
clusive of the local supply to Bandora : —

Year, Horned Cattle.[Sheep & Goats.[| Pigs.
1894.95... con ] 85614 514,753 871
1895-96... ..l 38,296 521,73%F |* 821
1896-97... ... ... 89,659 | 474,469 619
1897-98... ... ... ..| 38661 | 588,860 614
1898-99... ] 42,254 b71,028 577

The following statement shows the number of animals
taken from the Municipal Slaughter-houses for private
slaughter during the past five years:—

Year. Horned Cattle. Sheep & Goats.
1894.95... w7 250 82,643
1805-96... - 823 30,731
1896-97... 358 5,406
1897-98... 123 6,331
1898-99... 895 9,200

On the 8th December. 1887, the Butchers petitioned
the Corporation that the conveyance of meat by
bullock Vans may be abandoned and the former system
of meat conveyance by railway be returned to.

The Acting Municipal Commissioner, in his letter
No. 2735, of 1889 reported thercon as under :—

81r,—In reply to the Town Council’s Resolution No. 1961, of
4th January 1888, I have tho honour to state that there sre
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great difSculties in the way of % satisfactory solution of the
market meat question. ,

2. A shed for the goats and sheep has been wanting for 8
or 9 years past, and though desirable, there ia of course no
specially urgent reason for undertaking it at emce. 1 have
asked the Engineer to prepare an estimate of the cost, and I
choose a gite - a few days ago in case it were decided to go to
the expense of erecting one.

3. The question of bringing in the meat by train is a very
diffieult one, and has been engaging the attention of both
Mr. Ollivant and myself for some years past. .

4. The difficulties consist in—

18t.—The expense, as it is probable that carriage by rail will
be more expensive than the present system though certainly
preferable to it. 2nd.—The necessity for runming the irain
partly on the B, B. & C. I., and partly on the G. 1. P, Railway
so as to reach Bori Bandar, 3rd.—'The difficulty in obtaining
a meat siding anywhere near the Axthur Crawford Market and
the high.price to be paid for it. i

b. Iam, however, in active correspondence both with the
Railway Companies on the subject of the haulage and with
Government on the subject of land for a meat train siding.

Till all these points are settled, no scheme can be definitely
brought forward, and the butchers should be informed that
rothing ean be doue for some time to come.—I1 have, &o.,
F. L. CHARLES, Acting Municipal Commissioner.

The Town Council forwarded the Commissioner’s
lotter to the Corporafion with the expression of their
concurrence therowith.

On the 380th July 1888, the Corporation passed the
following resolution thereon :—

Proposed by Colonel Merewhether seconded by J. R.
Duxbury, Esq.—

‘¢ That, in reply to their petition dated 8th December
1887, Messrs. Noor Mahomed Patel Ebrahim
Mohidin and other butchers and dealers
carrying on business at Bandora, be informed that there
are difficulties in the way of bringing meat into the
Markets from Bandora by Railway as the trains would
have to run over both the B, B. & C. I. and the G. L. P,
Lines of Railway, and because it would be difficult to
obtain a site for a meat siding near the Arthur Crawford
Markets. *

“ That for some time to come, therefore, in any case
nothing can be done in the mattor.

No. 8623.
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“ That the question of shed accommodation is under
the Town Council’s consideration,”

Carried.

Considered— Letter from the Commissioner, No. 71386,
dated the 26th June 1899:— “

“Ihave the honour to satate that the Collector of Thana,
under his letter No. 5128 of the 15th July 1837, informed me
that Government have determined to resume the ground at
Bandora leased to the Municipality for grasiug cattle brought on
the Bandora Fair ground by sheep dealers under a leass dated
the S1st January 1873, and that the lease expired with the ex-
piry of the original Survey Settlement of the Salsette Taluka in
1892, and since that date the Bombay Municipality have merely
held the land as tenants-at-will of Govervment, and added: ‘I
accordingly by direction bereby give notice to the Municipality
that its tenancy will ceage and the land be resuma2d by Govern-
ment on the 81st January 1898 ; the Bombay Municipality is at
liberty to make proposals regarding the rest of the laad if it de-
sires to retaip any part of it,’

2. Correspondence has since been going on with the Collec-
tor, and it is now ascertained that the area available $o be leased
is 450 acres or thereabouts, south of the Tulsi Duct and west of
the rifle ranges.

“ 3. As the ground is necessarily required by the Municipa-
lity, 1 propose to re-lease it on the following conditions, anid re-
queet the necessary sanction of the Corporation :—

*<(1). That the lease shall extend to the end of the present
settlement.

“1(2). That the Municipality shall pay rent to Government
at the rate of Re, 1 per acre per nunum as befors,

“¢(3). That the Municipality shall at any time give up
possession of any portion of the land required for public por-
poses on a six months’ notice being given to them.’ '

Proposed by Nanabhai N, Katrak, Esq., seconded by
Haji Yoosof Haji Esmail, Esq.— ;

« That, as applied for by the Commissioner in his
letter No. 7136, dated the 26th Jume 1899,
sanction be given to re-lease, from Govern-
ment, 450 acres of ground at Bandora at a rent of Re. 1
per annum per acre, the lease extending to the end of
the present SBurvey Settlement of the Salsette Taluka,
and the Muonicipality agreeing to give up at any time pos-
gsession of any portion of the land required for public pur-
poses on six months’ notice being given to them,”

Carried. (10th August 1899),

No. 4135.





