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Eleot,io Light Station,. 367 squa.re yards; Grant House (no\17 
oQcupie4 by the Chief of the Fire Brigade),:a, 716 square y&rd.eij 
.Iooiner .. tor. 525 l'lqllare yards; Health Depa.rtment Stables ~ 
Chaw18, ]2,453 square yards-total 28,891 square yards. 

Dealing first of all with the Workshop question, it is clear 
that at the higher rate of rent to be levied by Government after 
the tir6t ten yearll the site w(fuld be a most expensive one, and 
on the bllliis of 25 years' purchase or 4 per eent.. Interest works 
out to Rs. 1,62,3:30 or Rs. 20 per square yard. while the report 
of the Executive Engilleer shows that a site of 12,000 sqnare 
yards in the Agripada direction, inclusive of the cost of filling 
in, would not aggregate more than Rl:I. 6(),OOO. It must, 
however, be remembered that the expense of a move does 1I0t 
begin and end here. From recent persollal inspection with the 
Executive Engineer, I am convinced that many of the buildings 
aDd a auantity of machinery is ill a most dilapidated state, as. 
for instance, the corrugated iron roof of the main building, 
carpenters' and wheel-wrights' shop and the present brass foundry 
shed, also the materials of the masonry of the walls and 
buildings, while the existing boiler foundatioDS were laid at 
considerable expenses aud are irremoveable_ 

The Executive Engineer estimates the cost, therefore, of 
removing, re-erecting, renewing and fitting up the Workshops 
on & new site at Rs. 1,2) ,060, which, with the addition of 
D8. 6U,OOO for tbe site, makes a grand total of Rs. 1,8],060. I 
am of opinion that this estimate is under the mark, and that 
nothing short of two lakhs would cover the outlay. 

As regards the Store.yard, the value of the land at the ra.te 
claimed by Government comes to Rs 94,220. A large portion 
of this area is covered with old and useless drain pipes which 
may as well be transferred to the drainage Store-yard. If, as 
estimated by the Executive Engineer, Qnly 2.678 square yards 
are required for ~his purpose, and a site in the BalUP direction as 
that proposed for the Woskshops can be obtained for Rs. 13,890, 
plus the cost of removal, erecting sheds, and fitting up, say. 
Bs. 11,550, iii is obvious that the retention of the Store-yard on 
its present site possesses no advantages for the Municipality. 

Electric Ligh.t Installatio'n.-This question is fully discussed in 
the Executive Engineer's report, and I concur in that officer's 
opinion that the best and most economical course is to move tbe 
engine and plant bodiJy to the compound of the Arthur Cr~wford 
Markets. 

Grant HO'/l,88.-1 do not reOommend the Corporation to retain 
this somewhat extensive area. The rent for such a large plot of 
gl'Ound mnet necessarily he high, and t,he advantages to be 
obtaklsd by no mealHl eor'ri'!spond. It will be far better to 
relinquish this house and' grounds as soon as the new head­
qUArter. are ready for the Chief Officer of Fire Brigade's residence 
and allow' house 'rent to the Aesistant Executive Engineel:, 
lIe6halJical BraacA. 



!Pke·IitCillllra.lor.-'The Health Oilieet proposes to exteud,tli&( 
~apacity of the existing Incinerator f~m three e~UB to'twebe 
eeUJI, .and for this pur pose and the eraetlOltof anew cbimlieT 200. 
feet high, an area of 2,000 BClua.re yard'S wiU be requi.re~· '. '14Pl1f 
htremel, doubtful as to the suitability ·of t.h-e.,Jlesent 8ite'for-.. ~ 
Incinerator, aDd it would be nMessary to ,' al!IeEl:r"i!)'wheib~ 
Gover.nment, io case of thair resuming the majOlt 'Pari of,'tlui: 

. propedy nuder discussion, would permit the el"eetionl of 'a"Wge 
Inoinerator any-where thereon. This question e.n, be nttl8!!l 
as Boon as the Corporation h9."e come to a deoision· .", '*iiil 
other points before them. ' ',, ' 

.Health Department Stables and Oha'lvlB.-Both the Executive 
Health Officer and the Executive Engineer are of IOpinion that 
tbe stables and chawls should sta.y where they ars, a.nd looking 
to the impossibility of finding a.nother site a~ all, or even theD 
ODe half as convenient, I concur in that view •. '1'0 Bum,"'Up.1 I 
coQsider that the most economical course in the )on~ run ·womd 
be to remove the Workshops and slore-yard to another alid ]eHS 
expensive site; (2) to shift the Electric Light engine and ·plant 'to 
the .compound of the Crawford Markets; (3) to abandort tbe Bite 
and bungalow known BS Grant House as soon as the DeW Fite 
Brigade quarters are completed; (4) to retain the site ocoupied 
by the Health Department Stables and Cha.wls ; (5) to settle tbe 
question of enlarging and keeping the Incinerator on its present 
8ite snbject to the permiStiion of Government. ' 

I would request the isyor .of the Standing Committee ana "tlJ8 
Corporation coming to as speedy a decisiou as such important 
maUers will allow, and beg to point ont that a fiual replY'is due 
to Government within five months' time.-I bave, &0. 

]~. C. H. ~NOW, Acting Commissioner. 

Preci8 prepared by the Secretary rif the Papers relating to rite of 
Worh8hopa, Stables, &c., Bori Bunder. 

When the work of constructing the eastern boulevard. afteJ.>wllrd. 
• GOY. r n known as Rampart Row East, uad recently re­

m.nt Resolu- named Mint Road, was about to be taken in hand w.n ~-, 629~h by Government in ] 865, the Municipal Commisaio­
Janua~ 1895 ner was asked to arrange for the removal of part of 
i~;:a!d~of,j~~ the old Fort Ma.rket belonging to the Corporation 
Mr. Snow'. No. as also certain Municipal Btables, the totu1 area ot 
18P96 ,of 7th which WIlS about 500 s'l.unre yards.if. 
oCi1r~ I~~. Just before thiM, the Oommissioner had appli~ 
ford'sletter to to Government for the grant of land for the site ().f 
Go-.ern men t, new markets, and. in agreeing to arrange for the 
No. 2865, d&~ removal of the portIon of the old market and stables 
11t~ Nqv_ber. . d f 
186l1, (p. 10). require or the boulevard, stated as follows :- - : 

" Near the old Rifle Lines on the Esplanade is '8 atrip: of 
ground rented to the YunicipaU!y from Government as a storage 
ground. AdjoiniDg it is va .. ~ve&"nmeZl. gl'ound oOoupied. ~l" 



-~ ., most tilth)' habits. Lift all Government gft>und in 
thai; ,part it is jn.lUftiei~tll fenoed and is the ~eaori of beggartJ 
bel tJ'ampa of all kinds. It 16 full of foul and dirty hollows anfi 
pue,-ally ~uire levelling. 6.-Though it is a rough road to 
the 'foot-bridge olVer the G~ I. P. U~ilway line. a "ath fenced. 
bJ' . railings on each side rune a' right angles to the road and the 
footbrj~ -along the G. I. 1\ Railway line to the mouth of 
Doagri Cooly Street. 7.-0n t~e right hand side of this 'Pllth 
hy ' ·the Mutton Market ia a siding which we have arranged with 
&he Railway authorities . to make a temporary town sweeping 
aiding for the sweepings from the Fort, Col aba, and Maodvi. 
It is eeeluded from public view, away (rom the inhabited town of 
the main line, .trom view of wbich it will be ea8Y to screen it. 
and in every way moat convenient to the Railway authorities And 
the Munieipalit~· . 8.-1 propose. therefore, that Government 
&hall Not tbe ground marked AAAA to the Municipality ab a 
nominal rent·on condition of the Municipality levelling tbe whole 
or it (which will be very expensive). 'l'bat I be permitted to ,set 
back the palings on tbe west of the foot-path so as to permit two 
earis to- pass in the passage. That I be permitted to erect on 
the 'Vacant ground moveable stables of wood aDd iron with the 
rough rubble foundations, to be removed at six month's notice · 
on other suitable ground being provided by Government, who 
are about to take up the present Municipal stables for public 
purposes. 9.-Mr. Khandas Munoharam. I may state, haa 
"iaited the spot with- me and bas no · objection t.o tbe above 
arrangeinent. 10.-1 would add that it is proposed to abandon 
t.he Chinchbunder siding directly the new arrangement at Bori 
Bunder and Byoulla can be made. ll.-Both tbe' Railway 
officials and the Municipa.lity find it very incoDvenient and 
unsuitable, a.nd it was all' intolerable lluisance to passengers by 
the .. ains and to the inhabitants of that densely populated 
locality even when only 260 carts of refuse were sent daily. We 
are DO'"' sending 450 carts a.nd shall soon despatch 700 daily. 
12.-1 venture to solicit the very earliest possible reply to this 
eommntUcation. " 

On 5th Deoember 1865, Captain Fuller, Secretary to the 
Be 8 Architectural Improvement Committee, ill his 

"page • letter No. 704, t.o the Secretary to Government, 
P. W. D., wrote: •• 1 am·directed to inform you thn.t the Committee 
see no objeotion to tbe ground applied for being rented to the 
MUniQipal Commissioner, and suggest tbat the annual cbarge 
of one pie per square yard b. levied in oonsideration of the 
expense of filliog in '- the ground. 2.-A sketch* showing the 
alte allotted, being pan of that originally given lor the Interna­
tional Exhibition, is herewith annexed. It oontains about 
7 acr,s and the annual rental will, therefore, be Ra. 176 more 
or lese~~' 
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. Tberenpon G overnm.ent 1l -passed the lo11owi,ng. Beaolution, 
s.e pagea 7-8. No. 1521/2506, of 9th December J865:- .".~ 

If LeUer from the Municipal Commissioner, No. 28R5. datea 
1 'i'tb November 1865. states ihat Government haviug di1'eCt~ 
tJle construction oC thA Eastern Boulevard, he bas JJeen requested 
to remove a pOl-tioll of the public markets and 'otber buildibgsl 

but that the markets being vested in tbe Corperation. the3 
cannot be removed without tbeir Ballction, which he' ca.nubt 
1\.pply for until other markets are provided, Ilnd solicitsl1l;be 
favour of the earliest possible sanction being given for 8 site 
orr the Esplanade. Also requests that a strip of land marked 
AAA on the accompanying plan may be rented at a. nominal 
rent to the Muuicipality for the erection of stabling on certain 
conditions." 

Report on the above by the Secretary to the ArcllitecttU'al 
Improvement Committee, No. 704 of the 5tb D.-mber 1865. 

- lle.,olulion.-Government are pleased to sanction the applics.­
,'lion of the Municipal Commissioner (or a site for st,ab.ling as 
expressed in paragraph 8 of bis letter, on the terms proposed by 
tbe Architectural Improvement Committee in paragrapb 1 of 
their letter. , 

The application {or a site for markets ",ill be disposed of 
hereaft.er. 

T. DOWDEN, Lt., R.R, 
Under-Secretary to Government. 

The Executive Engineer has nothing on his records to sbow 
1'. 3. distinctly the terms on which the land occupi~d by 

, P. 31. the Workshops and Store-yard for Special Drainage 
Works was settled between Government a.nd tbe Municipality, 
but Mr. Walton, late Executive Engineer", in his precis. states 
tbat the permission to bold the ground was given by GovernmeD~ 
without any restriction under its Resolution No. 187/435 
C. W~ • .P. W. D., of 9th March 1866. - It is observable (1) tbat 

P. 29. by Government Resolution No. 3493, Revenue De-
partment, of 11th October 1867, the sa.nction to tbe boldiDg 
. P. 30. of the hmd is "on sufferance only," whilst Goverll:­
ment Resolution No. 187/435-0. W., of 9th March 1866, 

P. 80. relating to tbe Draina~e Works Store-yard, .. sane:' 
tioned" the arrangement If to occupy, ,. and (2) tha.t In the 
Valuation Statement of real property belonging to the 
Corporation prepared by the late Mr. Narayan Vasudev 
and Mr. Nasarwanji Chandabhoy. dated 20tb January 18-71, 
it is stated ( page 1 ) with regard to the Shov,1t and Sture-yard 
thal II the Jand belongs to Government.' 'The statement. 
does Qot specify wbether the ground was held on hi.Se or 
sutler.nee, details wbieh ihQ statement doe. aiM U.to.otbH 
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,lhIUIi.- N~ wu- tbiB part.icul8t' I_d entered in Mr. CarwtDrd'., 
lie' of liabilities ob lLee011tlt of Government land appended to 
ibe Finaaoe Cottlmittee's Report of 11th October 1871" OD the 
strength of which circumstance tbe executive Engineer, Mr. 
Walton,.Burmised that the ground was given to the Municipality 
free fQr.,tbe carrying out of improvements, a supposition which 
be considered was justified by the circumstance that the 
Government of Sir Bartle Frere were always favourably disposed 
hwards the Municipality. an instance of which was shown by the 
passing of Govern~ebt Resolution No. 1199. General Depart­
ment, of 1866, which even went so far as to ma.l,s over, under 
certain restrictions. all vacant,.,ublic lands adjoilling the roads 
and streets. Moreover, it must be borne in mind that, whilst no 
rent was demanded for the land occupied for tb~ wOl'kBhops ·'fl.od 
Stores unt.il 1890, the payment of rent for othe} lands held/roUl. 

P 81 the State was never allowed to fall into al'J'~r$ •. ' . 
. • Even in Resolution No. 2365, Revenue .De~$i-· ~. 

ment, of. 20th. April ] 887, Governmen':. did not dispute., ~be"14 
Corporatlon·s tItle to the Workshops anI. Store ground.t 4 "', •• ':' 

This et)Dtention of Mr. Walton's, howflvAr, is disputed by" .t1l$~.'" 
1 Collec~or. of B~mbay, who, in his letter "to ~W,' 

P. 8t. CommisSIoner, No. L. R.j24 of 4th Jnnua.rt lS9~ ;,:' 
sa.ys: • So far as my information goes this view (viz., • tnat "lie I 
ground is the absolute property ofthe Municipality,' subject onl.Y 
to an annual rent cbarge of one pie the square yard) 18 
not in agreement with the records of the easE', which seem 
to show that the tenancy is a yearly tenancy." Again in' 

P 131t letter No. L. R./SS of 14t.h idem, he says: 
.. •• Government received no valuation for the Jand 

and gave no permanent title to the Municipality. The 
sole stipulation was for tbe payment of an annual rent. As 
the land is simply rented the tenancy, js of necessity a 
yearly tenancy, and as sllch if! terminable on 6 mon ths' notice." 
The pa:pers were placed before the Government Solicitor, who 
recorded the opinion that the Municipal occupation was on l\ 

yearly te.nancy. 00 which advice Government dil'ected tbe issue 
P.14.. of 6 months' notice (Government Resolution No. 

376-C. W.-1491 of 16th August 1890).-
Again the Secretary to Government. P. W. D., in his Jetter to 

the Commissioner. No. 6-R. of 29th January 1895, comments 
On the facts tbat the evideoce goes to show that the intentioll of 
Government was (a) merely to allow the temporary nse of tbe 
ground. which apparently was mainly reqaired for storage 
purposes; (b) to permit tbe erection of temporary stables to the 

• Not .. '" tile s.cr.tary.-Mr. Walton doea not ref ... to the fact that m this Vain .. 
ti.on St&t&_t 10,208 yards ()f g'1'Ound, .he "ite of the old mutton,. ~ a.o.d S1'IUIIt 
Dl.Wkef.et were entered .e being 'me .~lute proper'y of t.he CorporatlOlJ. 

t N~ ir .... ~.,..-Although Mr. Walton doe.ll not note the clreuulllf.aDce. 
tbia Government RellOlutillD quot.a the facti that &he l&l1d WM let to tbe CorpontioD 
~OD.'& ~''''wUl.~ " .. 



e~.~~~ ~ replacaflJO!IB whldi·had, ..... gi':8IH1.,,, ~c) 
~ U:ifep.~n to prov1de othe~ 8lutable groQ:Q!l .for shnihu'. ".~.; 
accolUlJ1odatiol1 in tbe event of the area gl"an~ under',aae,appD-' 
ea.tion ~fetted to being l'88umed.. That t,he power to J;'G8~, 
PPI!.""i~nand the covenant li.mitiDg buildinga, t~ .. pi.~ 
etali~_ Q·f wood and iron with rough rubble· foufI<lations" !WO(dd-J 
the f$ect'etary to Government poin's out. have beenl$n8068Hryif, 
it h..a ~n the intention to make over the- land on ~ permaoe.at: 
leaSe.' ,There are other circumstanc.es, argu~ th~ ,QoUeeIier" 
also,'which strongly corroborate the view tha* the MQl)jeijllolitr· 
did not. claim any perma.nen~ title. for in 1866 and 1878 ,.PQr-

AO"urea-IILting nearly 7,000, yards of the 'area. were S'el" 
the Municipality and were made o'Ver tol the G. I. P. 

Company!by or for Government, and it does not. appear 
pa:rmebts for com:p~~sat.ion on tpis account were 
'or mil'de to the MUDlClpahty, and the absence of any 

1111:"'",'AiIts 'appears to be only reconcileable with t.h~ a8$ulllP'" 
';land was Government land, held for temporarry use 

"h'Cn;:rtwtAt>:' requir<:ld, which seemingly was the vi~w .of the 
r .. 'A""~"'" Fee Fund Committee in 1875, when Oolonel Haa­

a,member of the Committee, minuted: II The adjacent 
i.6eclapied by the Municipal Workshops is not, I, believe • 

• !Jji'il~a.I, but Government property resuwable a.t wilL" Yr. 
the Commissioner, also a member of the Committee. 

~inuted immediately below, and did not dissent from this \iAw.,. 
The plan of the land originally made over, furnished by -iDe 

Secretary to the Architectural Improvement Committee, UDder 
P. 44. date of 12th FebMlary 1866, marked AAA, 'WaS ~ 

sketch or outline plan only. From the letter to the Commissioner 
Pp. 49 ~ ti5. from the Municipal Solicitors, dated 29th November 

1890, letter from the Commissioner, No. 19348 of . 6th 
Decetnber following, and other papers, it will be observed that 
there hILS been some difficulty in identifying the land, but after 

P. lI'iG. prolonged correspondence it was found i:ly Mr. 
;T. W. ,Smith, Acting Executive Engineer, that the area in queis­
tion is that comprised within plan No. 424, which ~prises 

P •• 8. 29.812 yn.rds. This plan, No. 427, showB,'Within 
green lines the hind eomprised in the sketch vlan AAA aDd con· 
tained within the 29,812 yards. The Acting Executive Engineer. 

P. H. in bis letter to the Commissioner, N~ 871. of~h 
April 1892. appended 0. statement showing the, deductions to be , 
made froln the total area in order to arrive at. the :remainder, 
tho 19,687 yards DOW in question. 

Thi. works out as follows :-"" , 
Deduct ~()4,7 yards la.nd obtained from Gov~nment,~t;ld~ 

Resolution, .No. 187-C.W./435, da.ted 9th March 1866, sbOWD in 
P.101. The Municipal Register, No. 427 dated 30t.h liat'ob. 

]892, (acquired for Drainage Stores). The words of the 'Re~~ 
lution beiog U for the purpose of uBing it as a store stOlUid.t~ 
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lJeJfUJt 403 yards. being plot A. on plan 424 as a.bove, obtaitted 
~OID Government in excha.nge for prot B, on same plan, nuder 
Gov.-nment Resolutiou No. 2365 of 20th April 1887; 175 yard .. 
plofi C~ QIl No 424, as above. belonging to the Municipa1jt.y aDd 
recently iJleluded in the W or\{Bhops eompound ; total area 29.812; 
dcJMot as above 9625. tota.l 19,687. This ground is occupied as 
tollow. _Workshops 8,1151 yards; Store-yard, 4,711 yards; 
Klecwio Light Station, 367 yard", ; Grant House, 2,716 yards; 
1ncinerator, 525 yardH ; Stables and Chawla, Health Department, 
UI.4M yarde-total ~:3.891 yarde. 

No*.-A part of th~ ground -.. occupied in 'rortm!!' years in front of the e:d.tlng 
Subl ... a'l u. .. Beef Markets. until th .. C ... wford Ma.rket.. wel'6 opened (see E;xeeuti\'9 
Engineer' .. No. 7610 of November 1891, pa.ge 88 of the file). • 

No questiono( pa~'ment of rent for the land oocupied by the 
P 6 Shope and Store-yards was raiRed until 80th July 

. . 1889, when tbe Executive Engineer, Presidency. il. 
his Jetter No.3aS3., to tbe address of the Chief Accountant an •. 
wifth reference to Government Resolution No. 1521/2506--of 
9th December ]865, 88 above, requested information as "$",. 
wJaieh ofDce the rent of the ground" had been paid. . 

The Chief Accountant having no knowledge of any euch pay.." 
P 14 ment, asked for iuformation ~8 to whel"e the land i .. · 
•. question was situated, but on being informed by the 

Execu'ive Engineer, Presidency, that the land WBS t;hat occupied 
by the Shops, Staloles &0., the Chief Accounta.nt addressed the 

P 15. Executive Engineer, Municipality, lette,... No. 1431 
. of 2nd September following. Meantime tue Collee· 

tor of Bombay, in his letter to ilia Commissioner, No. L. R./1604! 
P 1 of 21si August ]890. stated that Government, 

" . in the P. W. D. had resolved to demand arrears of 
the same at one pie per yard per annum from 1st December 1868 
for the 16,898 yards 80 occupted. Bnd requesting payment of Bs. 
1,848-8-6. being rent for 21 ~'ears from 9th December 18'68 10 
8tlt December )889, at tbe rate Rs. 88-0-2 n. year.if. 

It is not so staied in the papers; but I may add that, on the 
4th july 1892 the Corporation, on the applica.ti<!n or the Commis­
sioner, sanctioned the payment of Rs. 2460-]4-0. in settlement 
of' the arrea.rs of ("ent demanded by Government to 8th December 
1892. 

Qn 5th September 1890, the Collector in his letter to the Com-
I' missioner. No. ] 700, forwarded a. formal notice of 

age ~;. 0 the same date of the determination of the tenancy 
". of the land 85 the e1pimtion of half a year .. next 

aft.er the end of o!w baJ.f-year from tbe service of this notice." 
• Tbe .. ~pla.natioll of r,l::te arreare only being claimed from 1868 ill fOlllJd in t.he 

Controller' .. ' memo. No. J088 of :l6th A"gU8t of tbat year, fron. whicb itappeaa 
tb.\.t &; 41111-12-9 for the rent up to 8~h December was chumed by Government 
(aJt.!:l l*id-) . 

It womd .rpea.r from the CoUeet;1)r of Bomb"y's lotter to the Commi88ioDet". No.. 
lDI6 of lutb Ootober 1891, tlwt the ruut f<lr ~ubilequellt yeu"s. Willi lIeither clai'llMd 
QOI" paid IIDtillUI. 

:is 
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The Commissioner on receipt of the notioe 8sked (leiter to the 
P 26 Colleotor. No. ]2189 of ] lth idem) whether Govern-
age. ment inLflnded to put the Municipality to the enor-

mous expense of removlbg their Workshops, plant -and other 
etructnres located on the ground in qUf'stion. '1'0 this .the 
Collector allswered (lett.er No. 1779 of 16th of the same) thht 
the notice was not neceElsarily for the purpose of resuwing the 
land, but to moke things clear for n future arrl\llgement. 

On 4th April 189B, the Mnnieipo.l Solicitors Ilovised the Com-
Pagn 140 missioner that the legal position of the Corpnration 

, is that of yellrly tenants, although this is not ill 
their opinion the natural outcome of the arrangemellts come to 
in 1866, but is due to the unfortullate circutn8tance that DO 

. formal lallse or other docuwellt embodying the term8 ag-reed to 
was then executed an.d regiRtered, and that, cOllsequeut1y. the 
Corporation are not in a positioll to enforce that arrangement as 
against fJoverllmeut. The proposal made in 1865 by the Com­
mi"sioner does Tlot read as a. proposal to take 011 R mere yearly 
tenancy determillable by Government on six months' Ilotice 
withont giving any compensation or equivn.lent. "It seems 
impossible to resist the conclusion that what was in the· contem­
plation of everyone who bad to do with the ma.tter was something 
in the nature of a permanent tellancy, subject to the right of 
Government to determine such tenancy at six. monthl!l' notice 
•• on other suitable ground being provided by GO.,er:lment .. • 
Notwithstandiug the Co])ector's statement that Goverument 
received no valuation for the land and gave no permalleD~ title, 
it does appear that there was a substantial and valuen.ble consi­
deration for creating the permanent title which, according to the 
Solicitors' view, was clearly intended, though, unfortunately, 
never legally perrected ; it was clearly 01\ the faith of some pce­
m_nency of title that the Municipality undertook the Qxpense 
of "filling in and levelling the ground. 

Again, in their letter to the Commissioner, of 11th March 1893, 
Palle 171. the Solicitors l"l?mnrked that tue ground for the site 

of, the stll.oJes was given in c3uLelilutioD for the 
site or other Municipal stablc8 required of Government for public 
purposes. It does 1I0t seem to he suggested that the Municipali­
ty flliled on theil' !,art ill filling in the groulld, although it is 
now sought after the lapse oC time, to minimize the YRlue of what 
they did by suggestilJg (parll. 7 or Government It!lter No. 6 R., 
P. W. D., of ~9th January ]8U5)." that the neceaaitv forleveU­
iug was not in reality 0. very serious fdctor." As a matter of foet 
thia was the factor on which the C(,lmnjsBioner venturerl to baBe 
llia application in ] 865 and the fuctol" wllich induced GoverullIerlt. 
to sallction the application. In conclusion, the Solicitors sng­
gested that a further reference might be made to Goverllmeut for 

Pag1l168. modifying the terms dema.llded. In the meant.hne, 
the Secretary to Government, Pnhlic·WorkslJ.epatt­

ment, in Lis letter No.6 U. of 29th January 18V5, in{ormeu -tile 
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Commissioner tl1a.t Government will be prepared to sa.nciioD 
the gl'allt of a plOl for the stables, but that with -reference to the 
whole lU'ea, the utmost GGvel'llment can admit is (a), tile intention 
to allow the Mtlllicipality the temporary use of the land which 
apparently 'Wss nt the outset mainly required for storage purposes; 
(b) th~ intelltion to permit. the erection of temporary stables 
to Lbe extellt necessory to replace those which Ilad been given 
up; and (e) tho intention to provide other suitable ground for 
eimilsrstable accommonation in the evellt of the area granted 
originally beillg resnmed. Government do not consider that oven 
if there had been a formal leRse, the terms, tllereof, would have 
done anytbing more than grant, the tempol'ary use of the land. 
His Excellency in Council cannot allow that the Municipality 
have any claim for a permanent lease on terms below the Ularket 
valne, except in regard to a .. ite for stable similar in area to the 
site occupied by the stables removed Cdr road improvement. 
Government are willing t,o grant 1,000 square yards, in a. position 
they will select for the purpose on the plot in question, on a 
renewable lease at the existing ground rent; but in regard to the 
bulance it does not appear to Governmellt that a case has been 
made out for any special concession. 'l'htl Corporation have 
already had the USB of the land on most favourable terms for 
many years, and for purposes not cOI.templated in the original 
permissioJls and it now appears to Government tuat a fair rent 
should be cLarged for as much of the site as the Municipality 
wish to retain'" ... and the Collector will be asked to repol't 
os to the revised rent to be imposed from lat April 11S96. 

On 5th-July last, ihe Commissioner in his letter No. 6995 
Page 118 (prepared by the Municipal Solicitors) replied to 

. this letter, stating thnt the M ullicipality desire to 
retain the whore area. Hilt he asked for a further consideration of 
the question, and urged that some pel"mR.Uancy of teuUI"e must have 
beer. contemplated. He gratefully ncknowledged that Govern­
ment had practically recognised this principle by HOW permitting 
the Corporation to continue in occupalion on certa.in terms. 11e 
pointed out that Government remarked that, in 1866 and ]876, 
the Municipality, at the instnnce of Government, l"eliuquished lOl' 
l'ailway vurposes about 7,000 yards of the laud origillally granted 
without claimillg any compenslltion-a fact which seems to be 
only reconcileahlp, with tile Rssumption tbat the land was Govern­
llleut lalld, held for temporary use. He had been unable to trace 
the circumstances under wiJich the 7,uuO yards were relinquished, 
but he might be permitted to point out thnt, ea; hypothesi, Oovern­
lDent no doubt reserved the rigllt to resume all the land on six 
months' notice. and that the circumstance that wlum portioll8 
of the land were resurned no claim was made for compensation 
may well have bee.n dne to the circumstance t11at what remained 
'WaS aufficieut for the MUllicil'ality, aud to the fact of the 
abseoce of any legal instrument under whioh alone such a 
claim could be maintained. III conclusion, the Commis&ioner 
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uked that some modified terms might be ,,6.se4 "lor ,th~.-n­
.t4nuaoe ,of the tenanoy. Tho Secretary to GQVUllftielltill 

replying stated in his letter to tbe CQt,D1llN.io.er., 
No. 105 of 27th Angust last, that His E~celJency in 

Conncil will be prepared to grant the Ml1ni~pality a lease for 
W years with one renewal for a like period, on t.he condition 1I0W 

adopted for Eaplanade leases at a rental of RR • .24.0QO per, atlDumr 
after deducting the 1,000 yards for stables. 'l'his fie 'le'IIs thall 
the full estimated relit value. and Government are further willing 
to remit, one-half of the amount for the first ten years of the 
lease_ 

P 20« This offer of Government is open foJ' six . mOD~. 
age • from 27tb August.·-· . 
At the conclusion of this correspondence. the Solicitora. on 6th 

Septer:rotRer last, advised that there is no alternative 
Page lPt.. )egall~'ut to submit to the terms of GovernUlen* 

.or vacate the land. 
The question (1) oUlle probable relative coot of retaining tIle 

t.enancy of tlle whole land and (2) of giving up portions of the land 
and removing the Shops and Stores and Electric Light Station 
are concisely stated in tbe opening paragraphs of 'ilie Commi •• 
• ionerts letter. 

The Standing Committee submitted the foUo,,!ing 
report:-
T~e Standing Committee beg to state, with referttl88 to the 

letter froib tbe Aot-
Letter to the Se.,... .. tary, No. 18996, dated 7th October . M "i a1 C'_. 

1895. from the Actillg COlUmissioner on the tmhject of )n~. unle p vvm­
t.he tennre by the Mnr.icipality of l#ov .. rDllltmt Ia.nd m 18sIOner all per 
forming the site of the Muuicipal Workshop., store yard, margin and the 
.. 1t? D,!pR~ent stables and cbawb, aod. the town pap e r s reJ.lino 
aweep1Dp WelDoBtor. ~ -,.,. 

thereto, that. ...ft~r 
the land and buildings. in question had been inspected, t.he 
various points"requiring Coilsideration were discussed with Mr. 
Snow, the Health Officer, and the Executive Engineer, aud fhd 
,~ Committee have flOW to repOl't as follows:- . 
. oJ'hearea of the ground in question is ahou' 30,000 square 

Ia.Ma,· and Government state that His ExcelleliCY tlte- Go.emor 
:Ill Qouueil will be prepared to grant the MUllicipalit\' a lease 01 
the .awe for any term not. exceeding 99' years. with one renewal 
for a. like period, on 1ihe conditions now adopted for Eat).o._ 
leases" .t a renta.l of Re. 2~,OOO per annum. After dedueMo« 
1,000 yards-of the area occupied for sta.bles of the Health.Deprt.­
ment, which. for oertrun reasons, GoverDment. ate wil:Liug. ,t •. 
lease for 99 yeAt's at the p re86nt relltal of oue pie pel' 19:oare "A_ 
per annum. The rate of Rs. 24,VOO is. Jess tban the j'~l ~~ 
rent value, a!lQ Go"ermnent are further willing to ~eJl'lU qe-iaalll 
of 'be amowd t9f Qle fin' ten years ,of the lea.... :.. , '; . "!'~'. 



'The I()dmmitlee ve &f the foUowihg ()pinioo :-
. (a) Tbat nt the enha.nced rent .. l asked by Governmet'l'ti ' ft 

wilt 'nUl' 'pay to te~ain' the 'fonowin g }JOrtioDs of this lllnd, "i •. .:-
:..' 'J'l, ,) 

Grant House Compound 
'" ~tore Y Brd ••• • •• 

.Worbbopa ••• • •• 
" Electric l.igbt Station .•• 

Arell_ 
Sq.yas .. 

••• _ 11,'116 
4,711 
8,119 

861 

Total ••• 11'>,918 

(b) That it will 8uit Municipal requirements to re",-in the 
following areas:-

Health Department Stables and Cbawla t •• 
Incinerator Station , •• 

Total to be retained 

.r.r~a. 
. 'Sq. ydR. 

12,463 . .. bllll) 

1!,978 -
2. Grant. House is the residenee of the Assjsta.nt Ehgineer. 

Mechanical Branch, but is at present temporal"ily occupied by 
the Chief Officer of the Fire Brigade ulltil the eomplbtlon of 
the Fire Station at Sankli Tank, and, if the house ill given up 
to Government, other quarters, or an allowance for house-rent. 
Will have to be provided for the Assistan t Engineer. 

Grant House was oonstructed by the Municipality in. ]878, 
and, in ¥ndirog over the area (2,716 E'quare yards) ocenpled by 
the honse to Government, it- will be neceSSDTY to ask the 
Commi88ioner to ascertain on what. terms Gov8l"nment will 
take ovel" the buildings on the site • 
. '8. The Store Yard (area 4.711 'quarll yard8).-lt would 

Beem desirable to dispose of the old useless materials lying 
on this site instead of having them removed to the neW' store 
yard ~s suggested by the Commi~sioner in his letter. 

4. The Workshops (area 8,119 ~quaTe yard3).-lt appears 
from (he statement ~ade by the Executive Ellgineer that the 
immediate removlli or the shops would necessit1\te considerable 
_peIkliture on new buildings not at present abSOlutely necessn.ry, 
wbereas tbe bnildhlgs. it' allowed to stand, ',,"ould in Bny case 
bave to be re-rooted in the course of the next two or three 
yeaN. . It is thought that Governmentoehould be approflct.ed 
"With .• view to the gTadual removal Dnd reconstruetion of the 
worDbops oat t.b.e new site wherever that may be decided upon. 

The ~ommiSRioner might be asked to represent to Governmelt\ 
Ihe. iltOOllvcmience and expense which it would be to the MUDici~ 
jMlit~,to clear the workshop site. and remove everything to a, De. 
loea'tJOtl.. and ask that a penod Clt, Say, foar or five yeara 
..,. ·'h _Uowed for aoqui .... inga new site, cOI'IsUuetiDB buila~~ 
.ereoliDs_plan~ &0. Tm, CDUlDliasicmer would, of oourse, 'ha'Ve 
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to ascel"lain on whet tArms t.his lour or five years' occupaney 
would be allowed by Govemmen t. 

The Committee dpes not eon sider tha.t the reference made tD 
them covers the need to disouss the wide questioDs whieb will 
have to be settled regnrding the lJew workshops. their Bi~~ 
their extent, the plant-both new and old, &e. All these:will 
doubtless be dealt with by a speoially Dppointed Committee. 
Pendillg remova.l, the repairs to the existing buildings should 
be limited to works absolutely nec9sdary. 

5. Tlte Electric Ligl~t Station (area 36'7 8quar~ varda).-'-U is 
tllougbL that the most desirable eourse will be ihat 8Qgg~ted 
by the Commissioner Dnd the Executive Engine.,r, tJiz .. to 
trn.nsfer the station to the compound of the Crawford Market. 

6. To sttm up, as regardd the areas to be at onee or hereafter 
to be given up, it is recommended that the tollowing areas 
should be surrendered to Government at once :-

Grant HOUS$ ••• 
S~re Yard 

Area. 
Sq. ,.d!l. 

2,716 
4,711 

Total... 7,427 
and that, subject to the mntters being arranged with GOl'ernment. 
the following further areas be surrendered to GovernmeDi within 
*he next four or fi ve years :-

Worksholl8 
Eleotrio Light Station 

Araa. 
Bq.yd8. 

8,119 
,867 

Total 8.486 

7. As regards the areas to be permanently retained by the 
Municipality. it is proposed by the Ji~xecutive Engineer to eon­
tinue the occl1pancy of the Health Department stables and chawIs 
(12,453 square yards), also the site of the incinerator (5.25 square 
yards), and the Health Officer wishes to extend the incinerator 
from a capacity of three to twelve cells, thus increasing the 
area oC la.lld required from 525 to 2,500 square yards. If this 
soheme is carried out, the total area of Jand required will be-

Area. 
Sq. ) 'da. 

For Health Department Stables, &c. 12,46t1 
For lncinerator ..• •.• ••• 2,1)00 

Tota1... 14,953 
and instead of the Corporation having t.o pay a rental of Bs. s!4r.OOO 
a year for the 30,000 square yards or tllereabout. the propor­
tional rental payable for the reduced a.rea will be only a.bout 
Be. 11,968. 

When settling terms with Governmeut., the Commissioner 
might be asked to especially press upon Government. tbe fact. t.hat. 
the sani~ary necessities of the city require Ula* lhe Corpora'ioD 



BbOfild have ample aecommodation for the Hea.lth Departm-ent in 
thiB locality, and tbat, taking tbis oircumstance illto consideration, 
GoveromeDt might be requested to accord still more favourable 
term8 ae regards the area of Jaud to be retained for these 
pur(1oses. 

8. The Commissioner does not. refer to the partieulnr spot he 
would .eled for the 1,000 square yards which Government offer 
OD more favourable terms. and it is not easy to settle this point 
as the Dreas recommended to be retained comprise ouly tbe 
Health Department stables and chawls and the itlcinerator, and 
in any case the 1,000 square yards of ground cannot be made to 
contain the whole of the buildings of anyone particular kind. 
It is tberefore recommt:lnded thllt, after the wishes of the 
Corporatioll as to the lalld to be retained have met with the 
al'Proval of Government, an area of 1,000 square yards, cover­
ing tbe most imllortant o( the MUllicipal buildings. be serected 
as that to be held ou the m()r(1 favourable terms. 

TJIIALCllANDBA KnISHN A, Chairman. 
19tn Jrebruary 1896. 

No. 24719. 
28th February 1896. 

To Tan:: MUNICIPAL SECRETARY. 
Sir,- I II reference to the Standing Committee resolution No. 

A-1S247 of the 12th instant, I have the honor to report that 
Government were requested to extend the period of reply up to 
the 1st May next. and in reply the Under Secreta.ry to Govern­
ment. Public Works Department, state8 that Government are 
pleatied to accede to my request and that the period for a reply 
is accordingly ex.tl'nded to the 1st May 1896, the conditions as 
to rent commencing from 1st April 1895 to still hold good.-I 
have, &0., . 

P. O. H. SNOW. Acting Commissioner. 
Proposed hy Bhalchandra K. Bhatawadckar, Esq.j 

sec"nded by R. H. Vincent, Esq., C.I.E.-
" That the report of the Stllnditig Committee on the 

subject of Government land occupied by the Municipality 
.lor the Workshops, Health Depal·tment Stables, &0., be 
upproved. 

c. 2. That the Aoting Commissioner be authorised to 
surrender to Government And vacate at as ear'lya date 
I,ractioable the following portions of the said laud :-

Area. 
Sq. ydR. 

Store Yard COIl taming ... 4.711 or tbcreab6ut. 
Sile of ,lie Ele()~ric Light S~RtiOU 867 do. 

Tot.al... 5,078 do. 
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fe' 8.' Tbat he be requested (1) t4 ueerwn fl"01ll !GOWI"JI­
ment the terms on which they wiD purchaae "Gr:aDt ~,.. 
and to inform Government that the aite thereof is DOt­
l'8qUired by the Co~oration; (2) to inform Govet'lJ'tnen~ 
that the Corporation consider it. undesirable .t~ retain ~~le 8i_ 
of the Municipal Workshops at the enh,,-ced r:ell;tal 
demanded, but that, as the immediate removal of the ,_taopi 
would necessitate considerAble expenditu~ on new b~nd .. 
inlS Dot at present absolutely necessary, the' CorporatiOll 
trust thnt Government will allow the Corporation' tc)-. 

continue occupying the ground oocupted hy the ehops, 
8,119 yards or thereabout for a further period of' four or 
five years to allow of a proper settlement of the wide 
qneations connected with the establishment of new shops 
elsewhere. 

II 4. That Government be informed it is neoessary in 
order to provide for the sanitation of the aurrtJUnding 
districts t that the land occupied by the Health Depa'rtment 
stabif's and chawla, 12,453 yards or thereabout, ' and 
~,oOO yardS' or thereabout for the sweepings inoineration, 
.bould be retained. . 

"5. That, in settling the terms on which tIde ama · or 
14.953 square yards or thereabout slla11 continue in the 
ocoupation of the Muuicipality, the Acting Commissioner 
be asked to impress on Government the fRct tha~ the 
proper conservancy of the city requires that there should 
be ample accommodation on the spot in question for the 
Health Department and that, taking this ciroumstance 
into consideration, Government may fairly ~ asked to 
accord still more favourable terms for the renewed 
occupancy of the gronrid than those already offered." 

- Amendment proposed by the Hon'ble Mr. Pheroze8hal~ 
M. M~1ata, C.I.E., secoud~d by Dadrudiu bin Abdulla" 
Kur, EHq._ . 

"That tbe President be asked to addren GOl'ernment 
. requesting them to extend the tilDe for ' tha' 

No. 1~498. consideration of the terms offered bv them 
regarding the land oocu pied by the Workshops, .. Health 
Department Stables, &0., without impo8iug the conditioDs 
laid down in their letter No. R-l/281 P. W. D., of 27th 
February last. 
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, ".-..' ''l'ht: the'BUnding Comm,ittee's report of 19th 
PebrilaTY 1&8f~ regarding the qnestion and aU the paperS' 
ObIInee.d therewith be referred for report to the following 
Oommittee with power to take the opinion of Counsel 
to ' regard to the whole question:_ The President; The 
H.at-ble :Mr. Abdulla M. Dharamsi; Mr. W. R. Hamilton; 
liLT. 'Ardesir F. Unwal1a; Mr. S. Rebsch; Mr. R. H. 
VineMlfi, O~I.E.; Mr. O. V. Muller; The Hon'ble 
lIr;Ph.eroseshah M. Mehta, C.I.E.; Mr. Dinsha E. Wacha; 
The Boo'bla Mr. l~rilal U. Yajuik." 

,Oil a division, tlie votes were recorded as under :-
For Again •• 

Amendment ... 20 1 

The amendment was carried as a substantive motion 
by 22 votes against 4: votes. (9-3-96) 

Considered the following:-
No. 5944 OF 1896-97. 

BOMBAY, ht JuVu 1896. ' 
'l'o THE MUNICIPAL SECRETARY. 

Su .• -I have the honor to report that Government claim as their 
property the two plots of land coloured red and yellow on th& 
accompanying plan and eituated in front of the Custom House. 

On the other hand. the Executive Engineer's Depa.rtment con­
tend that these two plots of land form portions of the public street, 
called Custom House Roa.d, and, as such. a.re vested in the 
Corpora.tion. These plots are watered. drained, lighted, and kept in 
repair by the MUllicipality. There is also a public urinal on the 
portion coloured red and a latrine and dust-bin OD that coloured 
yellow. and the rest of the ground is used as a dep6t for Btacking 
road-metal and other materials required for road repairs. Iu 
short. there .is IIQ re&8onable doubt. as far 8.S the Municipality is 
cpncerned, tba~, these plQt8 of land are portions of a publio 
sl;reat;. . 

A. voluminous correspondence ha.s ensued between Govern­tJ,l8"' aDd the MUllicipality, a.nd in the end the former have, 
w:Uhouli prejudice, waived their right over the plot coloured red 
anti have restricted their claim to the smaller plot coloured 
yellow. Bat, as far as can be Been at present, there appears to 
~-,~, j~8tific .. tion for surrenderi[lg to Governmeni even the 
8~lar qf ,h~ two plots of IlLnd. 

Itj, my intellition io ask Government to reoonsider their last 
dQeisio~ aq9. to.$ugg~ to them the advitlability of-refening tQe 
q,ue8tion \0 &I'bitra'ion, as litigntion between the GoverRmeni 
a:b1i' th$ Municipality would be most undesirable. The 111 uni­
cipal Solicitors, who have been consulted in this ma.tter, have 
augges'ed the laUier course. 

6& 
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The •• ncUon of the Corporation is requested to the .d~~lon of 
the above suggestion, it being understood that the declfilon of 
\he arbitrator will be final and binding both on the GMemment 
and the Municipality. 

I have purposely avoided entat'ing into t.be merits of the ~on­
troversy, a.B It. is not e.dvisahle to disclose at this st.age the ",liol. 
case tor the Municipaliiy.-I have, &0., 

P. O. n. SNOW, Commissioner. 
In accordance with notice, it was proposed by the 

Bon'ble ~fr. Pherozeshah M. Mehta, C. I. E.-
"That Government be requested to be pleased to COb.· 

sent to refer to the arbitration of a Small 
No. "1G. Joint Committee the matter referred to in 

the said item,· as well as the· larger question of the 
claim made by Government to the ground occupied by 
the Municipa.l Workshops and Stables, &c., near Cmw· 
ford Market, as the best and most equitable mea.ns of 
settling these pending disputes between Government and 
the Corporation." ' 

The motion wa.s seconded by George Cotton, Esq., and 
carried. (3-8-1896.) 

No. 852 OF 1900. 
BOMBAY, 6th June 1900. 

hOll F. YORKE SMITH, ESQ., 
Acting Solicitor to Government, 

'To Tl'DII MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, 
OF THB OITY OF BOMBAY. 

G1!:NTLEM'BN,-With reference to the correspondence which haa 
passed betweeu Government in the Public Worke and Revenue 
Departments and yOl,lr President and the Municipal Commissioner 
ending witb the latter Officer's letter to the Collector of :Bombay, 
No. 2459, dated 5th May ooe tlJOu88.ud and lIine bundrea, 
I have the houour by direction of the Governor of Born bay 
in Council to hereby demand and require you on the tenth 
day of December one thousand and nine hundrod at 7-90 A. M. 

&0 quit aDd deliver up to the Collector of Bombay (who will 
receive delivery of them on behalf of Government) possession 
of aU those pieces of land and premises belonging to 
Government situate and being on the Esplanade, Bombay, Dear 
Pelten Road and the Bori Bunder Native Infantry Lines, a.nd 
aleo near tbe Great [ndia.n Peninsula RailWAY whi~h are no,," 

• It.em No. 10 on the Agend& PAper for AugUBt MeetiDg referred' to 
two plo'- of lend in frout; of the CUBt.oWS B0tl8e, claimed by GOTemmcm5 
aa their grouDd_ - ' -
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in your occupation or posseS8ioD and used by you fo~ the 
Mu""icipal Workshops and stables and for stor6B. other than Uw 
l"nd tb.e Bubieet Qf Governwe .. t Re8olution No. 1521.-0. W.-
2506 in the Public W or\.; 3 DepRrtme nt, ciatel ninth December 
olle tbousand eight hundred alld six.ty-five. 

A ground plan of tbe pieces of land to wbich this notice refers 
is attached for your in~orma.tion. suell pieces of land being 
thereoll coloured blue. red aud yellow, respectively. 

1 am further directed to demand from you payment of all 
a.rrears of rent due in respect of tbe said premises 1;0 Govern­
ment from the first day of April one thousa.nd eight hundred and 
ninety-seven. 

And you are furtber hereby required before the said tenth day 
of December one thousand and nine hnndred to remove all the 
buildings ahd erections from tbe ssid land the sUbjec' of this 
notice Bnd to clear the said land lind to hand it over &8 aforesaid 
on the said date in good order and condition; aod you are hereby 
warned not to commit any unwa.rra.nted waste, spoil or damage 
in or upon the said premises or any part thereof. 

IBm Turther instructed to notify to you that in the event of 
derault being ma.de in complying with the terms of this notice 
an action for ejectment will be filed against yo l[ for the purpose 
of recovering possession of the land and premises and of en­
forcing payment of any amoullt due for damages caused to 
Government. and that the Ilame of the Plaintill' in soch action 
will be the Secretary of State for India in Council whose abode 
is in England and that his Attorney for the purpose of socb 
tlUit will be the Government Solicitor in Bombay tor the time 
beiug.-l have, &c., 

F. YORKN SMITH, 
Acting Solicitor to Government. 

No. B53 OF 1900. 
BOMBAY, 6th June 1900. 

Faou F. YORKE SMITH, ESQ., 
Acting Solicitor to Government, 

To Tn MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, 
OF THE CITY 0" BOMBAY. 

GENTLEMBN.--With referenoe to the correspondence which has 
passed between Government in the Jlublic Works and Revenue 
Departwent$ and your President and the Municipal Commissioner 
(mding with the Jatter Officer's letter to the Collector of Uombay, 

,No. 2459, dated tbe 6th May) 900. I have the honour by direc­
tion of the Governor of Bombay in Council to notify that your 
"tenancy of the premises described below will expire on the 8th 
day of December 1900, and to hereby demand and require 10U 
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I:.o.qllit.and deliver up on the lOth da.yof Deoember·l1JOO. _l !1-8D,' 
6.. lI. or at t.he expiration of \be curreBt .year of :feu!' .. ~ncy, 
whiob shall expire ned after the end of on. balf-year ~%O'ID the 

. 'service of t.his notice to the Collector of Bombay who will recei"e· 
delivery of it on behalf of Government, possession of -all t.~t;. 
pieoe of land and premilU!B belonging to Ooverllm~t siiuate aM 
being on the Espla.nade, Bombay, near Pal tan Qoad alla 'the 
Bori Bander Native lnfaDtry Lines, and also Def.r· t.he 6re~ 
Indian Peninsula Railway which is now in your occupation Olt 
poasession and ulled by you for Municipal Workshops and IItabl~ 
a·gtouod plan of which land is attached for your iMormatiou. 
such' land being surrounded on the said plan by a bouudary line 
coloured green. 

I am further directed to demand from you payment of all 
arrears of rent due in respect of the said premises to Governmen* 
from the 1 st day of April ) 897. 

And you are further hereby required before the said lOth day 
of December 1900. to remove all the buildings and erections from 
the said land, the subject of this notice, and to clear the said land 
and to hand it over as aforesaid on the said da.te in good order 
and condition. and you are hereby warned not to commit any 
unwarranted waste. spoil 01" damage in or upon the said prelJlise8 
or any pari thereof. 

I am further instructed to notify to you that in tbe eveut of 
default be~l1g ma. in complying with the terms of tbis notioe 
an action will be filed against you for the purpose of reeoTering 
possession of the land and premises and of enforcing payment of 
any arrea.rs of rent and payment of any amount due for oamages 
caused to Government and that the Plaintiff in such aetion will 
he the Secretary of State for India in Council whose abode is in 
England and that hie Attorney for the purpose of such suit will 
be the Government Solicitor, in Bombay, for the time being.-I 
have. &0.. • 

F. YORKE SMITH, 
Acting Solicitor to Government. 

Let,ter from the Commissioner, Na. 17996, dated 
the 12th October 1900, as under :-

... With reference to Corporation Resolution No. 6551 of lOth 
Sept.ember ]900, communicated to me under your No. 656~ of 
the 88me date, regarding the land occupied by tbe Municipal 
Workshops, I have the honour to stat.e that the Corporation 
having in their Resolution No. 8288 of tbe 18th June 1900. 
authorized me to protect their right.s as indicated in CouDSel'S 
opinion ~nd the report of tbe Committee appointed in that behalf, 
I referred the matter again for the opinion of our Solicitors, and 
beg to append a copy of their letter. dated 24tl1 September 1900. 
for the information of the Corporation. 2. It will be seenth.S 
it is now necessary to vacate tbe plot of ground ooloure<l yellow 



44li 

and. mttthd B on the accompanying traeing. '1'he only questioft 
a~ rqerds this plot ·i. with :reference to it •. northern . boUild..,..· 
According to the plans of tlut Exeoutive Engineer. MUDicipaJi.iy. 
the nonhern boulldary of tbis plot is II.s shown by a' line soored 
red, whereas in the Government demand the boundary is in a 
line coloured green further north. This matter caD, ·1 think" 
only be determined with the Colleotor of Bombay by actual 
suny of the groDtld. I appell.;! copy of a letter, which I have. 
addressed $0 Government, ill which I have asked' them to be 
pleaaed to grant an eJ>tension . of three months' time to enable 
me to obtai .. the sanction of the Corporation to the vacation of 
the ground coloured yellow and marked B, alld aleo that 
coloured red and marked C in front of it, to settle the northern 
boundary of the plot in question and to effect the removal oC 
the buildings. H is not, however; improbable that Govern 4 

ment may decline to grant this extension, and 1 have, there­
fore, to request that the COlporation will be pleased to take up 
this matter as aD urgent one at their next monthly meeting 
and pau a Resolution authorizing me to vacate the plots of 
lUound above mentioned, and deliver them up to Government. 
This will necessitate the removal of the folJowing buildinga :-

(1) I. Grant House," occupied by the Assistapt Executive 
Engineer, Mechanical Branch. and outbuildings, 

(2) Electric Light Installation Shed, 
(3) Two Store Rooms, 
(4) Sepoys' Quarters/and 
(5) Log So.wframe and Sbed. 

As regards" Grant Bouse" I have asked Government wbether 
they will purchase the building at a valuatiop., and I have to 
request that the Corporation will authorise me to settle the 
valuation. if Govel"nment ,are desirous of purchasing the build­
ing. If they decline to do so, it will have to be demolished 
along with the other buildings. The Assistant Executive 
Engineer, Mechanical Branch, will have to find quarters else­
where and house·rent will have to be paid to him at the rate of 
Rs. 100 per mensem as was done before. 'rhe Electric Light 
Installation will have to be removed and l'e-erected in the com­
pound of tbe Arthur Crawford Markets. It is absolutely neces-. 
sary to make temporary arrangements for lighting the Crawford 
Markets during the progress of tbe works. 88 the gas arrange­
ments are inefficient. It would also be necessary to light the 
Municipal Offices, but tbat might be avoided if the lighting 
could be dispensed witb for a period of about a fortnight. The 
store sheds will haye to be re-eree'ed on other Municipal ground. 
'1'h8 question of the removal of the Workshop shed DOW used 
as pMlLter • ., carriage builders' and pattern makers' shops will 
depend'upon whether the boundary, 8.8 laid down by GoveJ'I1-
JOent or by the Municipality is correct, and a further report 
will be made On this subject lo.ter ODe U t~e boundary fixed 
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h1 the Collector is fewtld to b6 correet,tbewbole shed will · bave 
to he removed and lome temporary arrangement 'will have to 
be marta in t.he remaining ground occupied by the Workshops, to 
aceommooale the pa;ntet's', carriage builders' and pattern­
makers' shops until a permanent Sit9 is fired for tbe WDrkahope. 
As ~gard8 the plot. ooloured red and marked C, I may state that 
it was obtained from Government by the Mllniczpal (Jommissi6tt­
er, under his leUer, No. 7702 of 18th Sept':3mber ]S78. III 
applying for "hi!! ground, the Commissioner stat.ed tba~ pl~lI. I. 
Sand 3, which formed the grounri, .. are swampy waste 1.~l .. g 
between the footpath and tbe boundary wall of the works and 
&~" perfectly useless, causing ao intolerable nuisanoe to tbe 
l"r~e number of persolls daily engA.ged in the works and 
rendering the bnngalow almost uninhabitablEl, inasmuch 88 

these plots are converted by passers by into foul and 
offensive latrines," a.nd asked that he may be a.llowed to 
erect a railing or fence along the boundary or the pathway. 
Government sanetio:led the Commissioner'. proposal in 
their Resolution No. 565 C. 'V.-1598 of Slai October 1878, 
•• on eOliditi<>n that the design of the railing be submitted to 
the Committee for approva.l; that the enclosed ground remain 
tbe property of Government and thnt the ra.iling be removed 
and '-be ground clea.red, whenever calJed upon to do 80." Under 
these eircumsta.nces, we must make over this pieoe of groond 
excepting the portion immediately in front of the ground 
bounded green and which I ba.ve scored blue on \he aceompany­
ing tracing. As refIsrds tbe plot coloured blue and marked 
(F) it. ma.y be ste.ted tbat a. portion of it forms part of the 
road and the remainder is included in plot (A) which, aceo.cdiDg 
to Couosel's advice, is not to be given up. 9. In accordance 
with the above remarks, 1 have to Bolicit 'he sanction of the 
COl'poration to Tocate the ground coloured yellow and marked 
(H), the portion colQured red in front of it and marked (C} 
and to the following expenditure :-

Removing the electrio light engine-shed, engiDe, Ra. 
dynamos and fittings from the Municipal Work-
.bops to the c ompound of the Crawford Markets 
and making tempora.ry arrllllgements for lighting 
the markets during the prollress of the worke •.• 7,600 

WorkinR the Municipal Office lights during 'the 
remol·al of the plant •.• •• •• •• •• 1.4.00 

Removiuj;l and re-erecting t.he large store rooUl and 
Sepoys' quarters .• •• •• •• _. •• ..000 

Removiog and re·erecting 'be store room for disin· 
fectants • • ••• ••• ..• ••• •. • 1,00') 

Bemoving t~e :Workshops log aaw fra.me with ahed 
aDd ereoj,mg u. on another site •• •• •• 2,MG 

.A grant. of monthly a.llow8.llce to the Assistant 
Execntive Engineer, Mechanical Branch for 
home-rent ••• •.• •.• ••• •• ••• . 1:10 

I shall address the COl'poration hereafter OD ~he quettion of 
\be future loea.tion or the Workshops." . 



, Letter to the COm)rni3sioner, daud tILe 24th September. 
1900, from the Municipal Sol~it0r3 :-

.. With referenoe to your No. 10328 of the !J.lh July last, we 
bave the bonoul' to state as follows :-

.. 2. Tbe two not.ices (rom t.he Government. Solicitor to quit 00 
the 10th Deoember 1900, have reference, we presume, to tbe pro­
perty on Paltan Road flOW occupied by t.he Municipajlty, but. the 
two plans which aec<Jmpanied t.hose notices are not before us. 
We &Bsume t.bose plans together include the whole of the pro­
perty 80 oocupied by t.he Municipality. 3. With regard to .. hali 
we will term the Northern portion, Mr. Inverarity, when advising 
the Municipality on the 23rd March 1898~ treated euch Nor­
thern portion as twa dist.inct plots. but cont.emplated that. both 
plots may be held UDder one tenure; and. if so, the opinion he 
formed with regard to plot B applies also to the remainder 
of the Northern portion (that opinion waa that the Municipality 
being in possession should remain in possession refusing to 
pay the enhanced relit dema.nd~d and leave Government to 
tilb a Bui\ to eject them). i. Mr. Inverarity's doubt whether 
both these plotlll were held under the sable title was due to the 
absenoe of any copy of the plan which (according to Govern­
ment Retlolution of the 9th December 1865) accompanied Mr. 
Arthur Crawford's lelter of the 17th November 1865, to the 
Secretary to Government. P. W. D., and we understand tha,t 
it ha,s not since been practicable to obtain l!ight of that plan. 
D. 1t appears to us, however. that (so far as we can judge 
from the materials before us) the whole of the Northern portion 
is in fllct held under one title, viz.. Government Resolution 
of the 9Lh Decflmber 1865, though of course. a reference to the 
plan melltioned should settle tbe matter beyond dispute. 6. 
It is true that when Mr. Arthur Cra.wford wrote his letter, the 
Mnnicipality were renting from Government a etrip of ground 
near the Old Rifle Lines on tbe Esplanade as a. storage ground. 
ag.d after referring to this ground his letter mentions adjoining 
vacant ground occupied by !lquatters through which there was 
a rough road. The gronnd, however, for which that letter 
applied was .. the IZround marked A A A A " (doubtless on a. 
plan which accompanied that letter, and wbich plan is referred 
to in t.he recital of that letter in Government Resolution of 
9th December 1866 as "the accompanying plan n). The letter 
further asked permission to erect moveable stables on the 
"aeant ground. 7. 'fhe vacant f.!round on which Mr. Crawford 
contemplated that these moveable stables would be erected 
was douutless the vacallt ground of which be had written a9 
adjoining ~be strip of ground then rented as a stora~e ground. 
~t that does not Beem to be inconsistent with the view which 
we take that both the s~orage ground and the vacant ground 
(then occupied by squatters) were included in the land 80 
applied for. (The r,ecital of this letter in the GOVernment 
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~Glution oft-he 9th December 1865 refers. to. the req~t IIllde 
in that letter as for" a strip of land marked A A A. on.&he aC,09IJl­
panying , plan. • for the erection of stabling on cen.-in '008-

ditiOD8," 00' that raeital is tnacourate). S. It is Clea.r.Ula.i 
whatever land was applied lor Waf granted by the Goverl1.meDb 
Re.olution of the 9~ Decembe.r 1865. and was the, .Bubje.ct of 
Ca~&J.nF\111er·s· letter, 01. 'he 5th December, 1&6~, tp ~e 
Secretary to Government, P. W. D., whioh w.as; ~panied 
b1 II a sketch sbewing the site allotted, being part of ~at o~"J.ly 
gtve~, for tbe International. Exhibition. • • It contail!s .bqu~ 7 
aorC'" 9. In the collection of plans now before U8 18 found a 
copy" of a plan signed by Captain Fuller and dated the 41th Decem.· 
her 1865, which shows a plot of about 7 acre8 and thr.ough it a. 
rough road, and describes the land on the northern side of Buch 
rough road a.8 "storage ground a) ready rented to the Municipality 
by tbe Collector" which is included in ilie 7 ai3re plot. '1'here can 
be no doubt that this is a copy of the sketch which accompa­
nied Captain Fuller's letter of the following date, and that it, 
therefore. shews the land the subject of the Government Resolu· 
tion of the 9th idem. We will subsequently deal with the 
question whether t.he wbole of the northern portion of the lend now 
in question falls within the plot shown on Captain Fuller's plan, 
bnt though a good deal of the land sbown in that plan is not now 
occupied or claimed by the Municipality, there can be no doubt 
tbat the greater part. if not the whole, of the Northern portion 
lies within the land shewn on Captain Fuller's plan •. 10. - In 
tbe same collection of pla.ns we find a plan signed by Mr. Rienzi 
Walton (the then Executive Engineer) under date the 28rd De· 
cember 1890, which plan by the note on it, is shewn to, be' an 

. enlarged plan of a sketch forwarded by the Executive Engineer, 
Presidency, shewing the site, allotted to ihe Municipality for 
stabling, in blue, but corrected by Mr. Rienzi Walton lR red to 
e!lew the portion actually occupied by the Municipality and 
the existing Municipal blocks. This plan is, however. finally 
corrected with an N. B. under the signature of Mr. J. M. 
Campbell. Collector, as shewing the site allotted __ .to the MlIDi­
cipaIity for stabling under the Government Resolution of the 
9th December 1865. 11. It appea.rs to us that, tlubject to the 
next following para., this last plan is conclusive that the wbole 
of the northern pOl'tion is held under the Government Resolution 
of the 9th December ]865-0. conclusion which is in acoordaooe 
with the plan signed by Captain Fuller, and tha.t the result i8 
that the storage ground originally rented was included in the 
land for which Mr. Cra",ford applied. 12. The exception to 
whioh we refer in tbe preceding para. is tha.t the plan •• 
corrected by Mr. Ca.mpbell shews that a three-oornered piece 
at the northern end of the north portion was not inclnded iu 
the land-the 8ubject of the Goverument Resolution of the 
9th December 1865. This three·cornered piece, however, wilJ, 
we prellume t be trea.ted ae 11 tena.nt's engroa.ehmell$. 6nd will 
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follow the fortunes of the Jand-the subject of. Rnd still oeeupied 
,under. tbe Government Resolution of the 9th December 186&. 
18. Having arrived at thi. oonclusion, it follows that, in 
accordance with Mr. Invera.rity's opinion, the Municipality 
must refuse to vacate the northern portion and leave it to 
Government to file So suit to eject them. 14. With regard to 
the southern portion of the property (which is ref6rred to in 
Connsel'. opinion 8S plot C). that opinion is distinc' that the 
Municipality should either vacate it or agree to the enhanced 
rent demanded by Goverument. ] o. Nothing Rppears to 

,have since been brought to light, which shows that the'Muni­
cipality can remain in possession after receipt of a sufficient 
notice to quit this southern portion-which the Government 
Solicitors' notice of the 6th June last appears to be-therefore 
theTe will be no defence to an action for ejectment if tiled for 
this portion of the property alone, and were the Municipality 

.to fail, by the 9th Decl;lmber 1900, to remove their buildings 
,from the land or agree with Government for their sale their 
right to do 80 would probably become forfeited. 16, In reply 
there(or~, to the question submitted, We) are of opinion that 
the buildings on the southern portion sbon]d be rpmoved (unless 
arrangements can be made with Government for their pur­
cha.se), and that portion vacated as demanded by the Govern. 
ment Solicitor's Notice No. 852 of the 6th June 1900, and 
with regard to the northern portion, the l\{ullicipality should 
IJOt give up possessiun alld should leave Government to file au 
ejectment suit. J 7. 'We rctm'u herewith your file of papers." 

Letter to the Under-Secretary to Government, Public 
fVorks Department, No. 17, 9U5, dated the 12th OCtObC1' 
1900, from the IHunicipal Oommissioner:-

.• I ha.ve the honour to sta.te that thu Corporation, a.t their 
meeting held on the ] Olh ultimo, resolved that your letter. 
No. H/446, dated the 28th of JUly last, to the President of t.hat 
Body on the subject of the land occupied by the Municipal 
Workshops, be recorded, and in their previous Resolution, 
No. 3288 of 18th June ]900, they had already requested me to 
protect their rights in tbe matter of this land as indicated in 
their Counsel's opinion. Government have under the signature 
of their SolicUor, served the mnnicipality with two separate 
noticesy both dated 6th June 1900. In one of them, No. 853, 
they notify that the tenancy of the premises described in it, and 
shown by a green boundary line on the plan accompanying it, 
will expire 00 the 8th day of December 1900, and demaud that 
the same be quitted alld delivered up, on the 10th day of 
December 1900, to the Collector of Bombay. In the other 
notice, w., No. 852, Government demand aud require the Mlllli­
cipaliJ;y to quit and delive,,:, up to the Uollector of Bombay, on the 
.10th day of December 1 !JOU, the piece of land and premises coloured 
blue, rOO and yellow"respectively, on the plan attached to the notice. 
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'I'heCorporatioD Are advised thai the portion deaerlbed in the N-otiGe 
No. S6a.coloared yeUow and !nuked (b), should be ".Oated, 
or tbe enhanced rent "demanded by Government should be agreed 
to. Government ha.ving declined to permit the C01'pol'ati.on 
to remain in possession of this plot, I hay. no other alt..,. 
na.tive but to apply to the Corporation to acoord" their sanction 
to plaoe" the ground at the disposal of Govel'!l~eflt. I IIlay 
.taW. however. that the northern boundary of this plot of gro~d 
as 1ix-6a by the Municipality doe. D~t accord with thai"t.er­
mined by'he Collector of Bombay. the former being a.bOflt "1& 
feet away towards the Bouth from the Ia.tter. To enable the 
Municipal Executive Engineer to settle this boundary with the 
Collector's Department. and also to enable' me to remove, in 
the event of the Corporation finally deCiding Uptm the vaeatioD 
'Of the site~ the buildings thereon. I have to request. the ravour 
of Government granting an extensioD of at leaat \hree month .. 
more time. within which I hope to be able to settle the queatjon 
'Of lhe boundary and obtain the sa.nction of the Corporation to 
the vacation of the site aDd the demolition of the buildings. 
If Gov .. nment insist upon the removal of the buildings witbin 
the time mentioned in "the notice, the electric lighting' of. the 
moat important Market of the City, viz., the ArthurCrawlord 
Markets and the Munioipal Offices. will be interrupted and 
the Stores Department will also be seriously interfered with. 
sr. On the plot of ground ooloured yeUow, there is a valuable 
building known as "Grant House," now occupied by the AsBistan_ 
Executive Engineer, Mechanical Branch. of the Municipality, 
and I have to request the favour of Government informing 
me wbetber they are prepared to purchase this buildi,. with 
it. out-ofllces as they stand at a va.luation. 3. As regards 
the Notice No. 853, in re8pect of the ground bounded by green 
line. I have the honour to state tha.t the Corporation decline 
to give up possession of the 811me and to pay rent to Govern­
ment I1t any higher rate than 1 pie per square yard per annum. 
4. As regards plot (c) coloured red I a.m advising the Corpora­
tion to hand over to Government that portion Qf it whioh is in 
front of the plot coloured yellow and marked (h). The rest 
of the ground coloured red being part. of that handed over 
to the Municipality under Government Besolution No. 1MB­
c. W.·2606. dated 9th December ]865. it ca.nnot be m&ae over 
t.o Government. 5. As regards plot marked (f) and ooloured 
blue. I beg to point out that a portion of it also forms part 
'Of the ground made over to the Municipality under their 
Resolution above quoted and part of the public road. It eannot. 
therefore. be made over to Government. 6. 1 have the 
honour to request the favour of a very early reply." 

Resolution of the Standing Committee. No. 8578, ~ dated 
the 26th October 1900:- . 

.. That the letter from the Commi8siouel', No. 17Q96, daW 
the 12t.h October 1900, Gnd its accompaniments, be fq.rwarded 
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.to ~ Col'pol'ation. with rererence 10 their Resolution No. 89~ 
d_d. the 18th Juoe 1900, and No. 6651. dated the 10lJa 
Stwternber 1900, with the reoommendation of the Standing 
Committee thu.t, in the circumstances stated, sanction be 
given (J) to the 'WIaoation of the portion ot the ground ocoupied 

by the Munioipal Workshops, 

.. Relilmug \he electrio Ugbt engine. 
abed, _RiDe d1n&Inotl and ftttingB· 
:from. the Kuuielpai Workshops to the 
COIDpo'llud of the C ..... wforo Markel.a 
aud --.ldnl temporary an-angements 

RII. coloured yellow and marked 
(B), and of the pottion in 
front of it, coloured red and 
ma.rked (C), on the Plan ao­
companying tbe Commis­
sioner's letter; and (2) to 
the expenditure as shown in 
the margin·. being iDcwored 
(com Surplus Cash Balanoe 
in oonneotion therewith. 

'for Hghdug the marketa during the 
progna of the Works.· •• •• 7,600 

Working the Municipal *omce lights 
during the removal of the plant •• 1,400 

RemO'riug and re-ereoting th.. large 
store-room and sspoys' qlla.rters •• 4,000 

llemoviug and re ..... ecting th.. store· 
room for diaiufeotaot.. •• •• 1,000 

Remln'ing tbe 'W ork.hops log eAW 
lram. with abed ADd erecting It en 
another site o. •• 2,585 

A graat of oP:!0utb:1y a.llowance to the 
Auistant EZ8Cutive Engineer, Me. 
ohaalcal BI'&Dch. fer house·reut •• 100 

.. 2. That the Corpora­
tion be further recommen­
ded to authorize the Com­
missioner to settle the 
valuation of the building 
called • Grant Hou8e,~ if 

Government desire to purohase it, and to approve generally 
the other proposals mentioned in the Commissioner's letter .. ' 

Proposed by Mr. Mnlji B. Barbhaya, seconded by 
Mr. J. Macdonald-

"That, as recommended by the Standing Committee in 
their Resolution No. 8678, dated the 26th October 19.00, 
sanction be given (1) to the vaoation of the portion of 
the ground occupied by the Municipal Workshops, 

coloured yellow and 
t Removing the electric light engine­

abed. engiue, dynamO!! and fittings 
from the MG.nicipal Workshopa to the 
oompound of 'the Crawford Market.. 
aud making temporary RlT3ngementll 

R.. marked (B) and of the 
portion in front of it, 
coloured red and 
marked (C) on the 
plan accompanying the 
Commissioner's letter 
No. 17~S6, dated the 
12th October 1900, and 
(2) to expenditure as 
shown in the margin 
t being incurred from 
Surplus Cash Balance 
in connection therewith • 

for lightiDg the ma.rket. during the 
progreu of the works.. •• o. 7,600 

W orkiug the Municipal office lights 
during the I'Blnoval of the plant •• 1,400 

Be~oviug and re-erecting the large 
store-I'OOSD aDd IHlPOfB' qua.rtan •• 4,000 

Removing and "-erectIng the storeroom 
fbr disiufeotanta o. • • _. J, 000 

ReQU)viog the WorkahopB log II&W frame 
with ahed ADd erectin&, it on another 
lilt. ,0 •• o. •• •• 2,11311 

Grant .,. monthly Mlowauoe to the 
.Auietaat Euoutiye Engineer, Meoha-
D1caJ. 8raDda, f~ bU1l&e·N!lt.. •• 100 

. " 2. That, as further recommended by the Standing 
Committee, tbe Corporat.ioll authorize the Commissioner 
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to settle the valuation of the building called "GtRnt 
House .. if Government desjre to purchase i~· and 
approve generally the other proposals mentioned in the 
Commissioner's lette~/' 
. Amendment-Proposed . by the Hon'ble Mr. Pherozeshah 
M. Mehta, C.I.E., seconded by Sir Bhalohandra K. 
Bhata.wf\dekar. Kt.-

•• That the letter from the Commissioner, No. 17996, 
dated the 12th October 19{)0 (with aecompani. 

No. 9174 t ) l' f t' to tb t" . mon s, app ylng or sanc Ion e vaca Ion 
of a portion of the ground occupied by the Municipal 
Workshops, and to certain expenditure . in connection 
therewith, and submitting other proposals, together 
with the Standing Committee's Resolution thereon, 
No. 8578, dated the 26th October 1900, be referred for 
consideration and report to a Committee oomposed of 

• The Pr.,sident. the Councillor .. named 
Mr. Rahiwtulla M . Rayani. • th margin" with a 
Sir Bhalchan(lra. K . llha.towadeker, Kt. In e 
Mr. CowaRjee Hormuskc. request that they will 
The Hon'ole Mr. TLr'"hiw Rahimtoola. submit their report to 
Mr. Dinlilia E. Wacha. 

" L. H. Ker. the Corporation within 
'l.h ... ·Ho~;bfee~~~ti1erozcahah M. Mebta, a week at one of its 

C. 1. E. adjourned meetings for 
the current month." 

The amendment was Carried. 
On 13th November 1900 the Corporation considered 

the report of their Committee which recommended thai; 
the sanction of tho Corporation may be accordod to thQ 
proposals as recommended in Standing Committee l~eso­
Iution No. 8578, dated the 26th October 1900. 

Proposed by Mr. Mulji B. Barbhaya, seconded by Mr. 
Sundernath D. Khote-

"That the report of the Committee appointed by 
N 91157 Corporation Resolution No. 9174, rlated tille 

o. . 12th November 1000, to consider and report 
on the proposals llft.de by the Commissioner in connec­
tion with the Municipal Workshop land, be approved 
and recorded. . 
. "2. ~hat, as r~commendcd in the above report and 
m Standmg Oommlttee .Resolution No. 8578, dated the 
26th October 1900. (1) sanction be given to the vacation 
of the portion of the ground occupied by· tbe· Municipal 
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Workshops, coloured yellow and marked (b), and of the 
portion in front of it, coloured red and marked (c), on 
the plan a.ccompa.uying the Commissioner's letter 

No. 17996, da.ted the 
12th October 1900 ; (2) Ra. 

T Removing the electrio light engine. 
shed, engine, dynamos and fittings 
from thA Municipal Workshop. to the 
compound of tho Crawford Markets 
and making temporary n.rr&ngemeDtll 
for lightinK the markets during the 
progrflss of the worklJ.. •• 7,600 

Working the Municipal effica lights 
during the reilloval of tbe plant. •• 1,.00 

Removing and re·erecting the large 
store· room and aepoys' quartem •• 4,000 

Removing and ..... e,. .. cting the store-
room for disinfectants.. •• 1,000 

Remonng the WorklJhoplJ' log saw 
fr .... e with shed and erecting it on 
another siae ., • • _. •• 2,535 

sanction be also given 
to expenditure as shown 
in the margin t being 
incurred from Surplus 
Cash Balance in con­
nection therewith; (8) 
the Commissioner be 
authorized to settle the 
the valuation of the 
building called "Grant 
House," if Government Grant of a monthly allowance to the 

ABliistant Executive Engin"er, Me· 
chanical Branch, for house.rent 100 desire to purchase it; 

• 
posals mentioned in 
generally approved." 

Carried. 

and (4) the other pro-
the Commissioner's letter, be 



RIOTS IN BOMBA.Y 
A speoj,al meeting was held on 7th June 1882 when 

Mr. De Vitre, the senior Magistrate explained the aauae of 
the tumultuous assemblage of natives in various parts 
of the Town. He also laid before the meeting a copy of 
a letter which he had addressed to Government on the 
subject together with the Advooate General's opinion and 
stateg that since the mpeting had been called, His 
Majesty's Regiment the Queen's Royals had marched 
into the Fort, by order of Government and had' assisted 
the Magistrates in dispersing the people, but without 
having had occasion to proceed to extremes.- The 
Government had also ordered the native Regiments and 
the Artillery to be held in readiness to aid the civil 
Fower if necessary. 

On the next day (8th June 1882) Mr. DeVitre informed 
the Bench that the Town continued perfectly quiet 
throughout the night and that he had received a letter 
from Government approving the measures which have been 
adopted, and sanctioning the offer of a reward of Rs. 500 
for the cOllviotion of any of the ringleaders in the Riot. 
He also informed nle Bench that several persons were in 
custody, and that he had issued warrants to apprehend 
several others against whom information had been filed, 
and· that he would proceed to deal with them a8 Folice 
Magistrate ss circumstances required. 

To CHARLES NORRIS. EsQ., 
Chief Secretary to Government. 

Sirt-It is with regret I have to bring the following circum· 
stances to the immediate notice of the Right BOD'bIe the 
Governor in Council. . 

Yeetel'day. in pursuance of inBtructions recently issued in 
form, according to Regnlation II of 1813. Article III, one of my 
EJU'opean Const&blee was engaged in killing dogs 'Within ,be 
F~, ~, aftet baving destroyed eight or nine, he was in-
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formed that it was a Parsi Holiday nnd that killieg dogs 
amongst; them on that day was particularly obnoxioos. On 
,his, the aaid Const&ble wlth great prudence immediately desisted 
aod returned to the office. Two. however. of the European 
Oonstables who were near at band to the former at the time be 
was told of its being a Holiday, but who were not engaged in 
destroying dogs, were then very seriously assaulted and dread­
fully beaten; one in partienJ.ar as will appear from the ae .. 
oompanying note, matked A; the man was taken to Hospital 
where he now lies. In about an hour afterwards, the Police 
Ottioe within the Fort and the Snpreme Court House were 
Burrounded by a large and disorderly rabble, principally com­
posed of the lower e)assee of Pareees. calling out that dogs 
.hould not be killed. After very considerable trouble and ex­
planat.ion the crowd was dispersed without reBort to ooercion 
being necessary, and things during the night remained peaot!­
able. This morning, however, matters have assumed a more 
formidable appearance, IU will be more particularly seen by 
reference to the accompanying original correspondence and a8 
crowds of" natives are collected both within and without the 
Fort, in view to disturbance of the public peace and preventing 
shop. being open and supplies had as usual, and the Constabu­
lary aod Police establishment being quite incompetent efficiently 
to oppose such proceedillgs, I have earnestly to solicit the im­
mediate instructions of Government; and were I allowed to 
offer an opinion, I would immed~ately suggest that the 
Queen'. Royals be brought over from Colaba.. and that the 
Artillery and Native Regiments be immediately diTected to hold 
themselves in readiness to act under the Civil power, as cir­
cumstances may call for. At the moment of writing this, an 
immense crowd is most disagreeably collected both in front of 
my office aud before the Court House. I have only further to 
add that the Mohurrum Holidays are now on, and that if 
strong and decisive measures are not immedia.tely adopted, I 
apprehend serious consequences to the public peace before the 
conclu8ion of that festival on the 10th IDst. 

1.'he above facts of riot and disorder, I have laid before the 
Acting Advocate Goneral, wbose opinion I have now likewisB 
tbe honour to enc1oae. 

I have, &0., Bombay, Fort Police Office,} 

. 7th Jun.e 1882. (Sd.) J. D. DEVITRE, 
Senior Magistrate of Police. 

To J. D. DEVITRR, Esq. 
Senior Magi8trate of Police. 

Sir -Under tbe circumstances which you have laid before 
me of public exoltement and general riots and insurrection 
among the l~arsees aud others, inhabitants of ~bis Island, their 
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disposition to iml'ede the 1ree passage of the streets. and to 
insult and a.Ua.ck with stonel.'l and other missiles, the European 
inhabitants and servants of Government passing therein. and 
as you have decidedly formed an opinion that any eBort or yoars 
to restore order and tranquillity with the ordinlJl'Y Oivil forou 
nnder your control would prove inefficient. I feet myself as 1he 
advise1' of Government authorised in this emergency to intima.te 
to you Illy opinion, that it becomes your duty 88 the principal 
eonservator of peace of this Island to call to your aid sueh a 
proportion of Military force of the King's and Hon'ble -Com~ 
pany's 8ervice as in your discretion may be ~eemed sufficierit 
to effect the purpose of restoring the Island to Its wanted peace 
and tranquillity and in case of obstinate resistance to your 
a.utho1'ity in any of the assembled mobs or their preservering in 
their above riotous and dangerous conduct to nse such means 
of dispersing or coercing them as the emergencies may point 
on' to you necessary Oond expedient. 

G. O. IRVIN, 
7th June 1832. Advoeate General. Bombay. 

On the 12th June 1832, Mr. DeVitre convened 'a special 
meeting of His Majesty's Justices for the purpose of 
Rtating to them that he has reason to apprehend that the 
Town is not in the settled state in which it appears 
to be and submitted to them the expediency of 
their individually representing to their respective establish~ 
ment and others over whom they may have any influence 
their expectation that they will afford them every iufor~ 
mation in their pow~r of any circumstances tending to 
disturb the public peace that may come to their knowledge. 

The disturbance then ceased. 
The riot of 1874 which broke out on the 13th February 

of that vear was between the Mnhomedans and the Parsees. 
The catise of it was rpported to be due to a book published 
called "Renowned Pl'opuets &c." • 

The l-iot of 1893 was between the Hindus and 
Mahomedans. 

The following report was I!ubmitted hy the E-Iealth Officlr :­
If I first heard [loom the stables at Dori Bunder, Null Baza.a.r. 

and Kamathipoora of disturbances, although 1 knew before of 
the excitement amongst the people. It was reported that the 
scavengers and halalkhors had been driven in a.nd the carts 
driven off. aud that an attempt-had been made to rush and wreck 
the Health Department stables in Kamathipura. 1'he Assistallt:. 
Healtil Officer and I left tIle office a.t once. My first observation 
of the riots was near the Market. As we came near the Mal'ket 

• ::Jee Bombay Gallette dat.ed lOtb l"ebruary le74. 



457 

we JDet troops being hurried up and- passing by I'aidhoni into, 
Bhe.ndi Bazaar, we saw the street covered with stones and many 
pools of blood and many sta.ins of gore. We now sa.w many evi­
deJlces of the struggle-wounded m~. injured Police Officers­
but not uutil the: next day, did I see a.ny woman hurt. Walking 
down Bhendi Bazaa.r, Mr. Leask and I passed up Obelisk Road on 
to Grant Road through crowds, in much tumult a.ud excitement, 
which told of incidents in the turbulence. The object of our 
visit. wa.s to keep our Halalkhores within their dwellings. As 
we came up, we saw excited halalkhors outside the buildings. We 
took them a.ll inside the buildings alld warned them to keep 
inside. Many of the Halalkhores had been injul"ed, yet in 
excitement their chief desire was to come forth and talm a 
greAter part in the fray. Haviug looked at those injured, I 
warned the Halalkhores not to leave the open space oetween 
their dwellings. We passed up through Kamathipura, where 
there were still bands of rioters in the street. and we saw the 
de,4rllction that had been wrought to dwellings and property. 
Near our stables in Kamathipura we met Inspectors Ha.llums 
and Powell. Inspector Powell had defended his stables and 
he kept back rioters who had tried to enter them. We found 
nearly 200 carts of C and n Wards, collected around Kamathipura 
stables for protection. Many of the drivers had heen illjured_ 
Our first eare was to encourage aDd give heart to the cart drivers 
and persuade them to drive back the carts through Kamathi.J>ura. 
It was Dot easy to persuado them. for we had to pass by the 
'J?wo rranks-the scene of much strife later in the evenin~ where 
the rioters had to be fired on. Just before this, the Commissioner 
of Police-Mr. Vincent-and Mr. Acworth passed me. 'Va 
took the cal·t.e down Duncan Road hack to the stables in Null 
Bazaar. The drivers really acted well, cOflsideriug the panic 
and the apprehensions which they not ullnaturally felt. Ths 
Halalkhors would have fared worse than the Ma.har!!, for they 
were the only people beaten by both-MuBulruan and Hiudu. AI:! 
one Halalkhor said he W!\8 beaten by llindoos because he had a. 
long beard, nnd he was benton by MUMsulman because he 
was dressed like a Hindu. Immediately after taking the carts 
by the Two Tanks baok to the stables, we hllRtened to tho 
Beene of a conflagration in Byculla, and on the way we heard 
tha.t our milch cattle stable ha.d been set on fire. We foulld 
the stable on fire. but the fire was quickly exting·nished. Tho 
next day the night branch cart drivers, over 200 in number 
most of whom are MU8Bulman, were beseized in the night 
branch stables in Kamathipura. Inspector llalInms with his 
staff held the stable during the mght and part of the day 
Until Military aid came.-If. 

B2 deaths were registet"ed as having been caused by violence 
through the riotB. That other deaths were caused throllgh 

• See Annual Report for 1890-94, a.lso UorporatlOn proce(;llillga dlli~ed 
7th Mid 11t.h September l~m~,aud 1st Febrlltlory J 8\1-1. 

68 
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distress or apprehonaion, tbere ean be little doubt. This is 
to be expected wben-&eOurity and cornlon and ease oease to 
be in a la.rge oity. J!'oolisb rumonrs ",ere oirculated &8 to 
the comber of the dead. ,,~he people wilo believed such 
IUDlourll were not where . der and turlDoil lasted in t.he 
atreeta. They were safe in thtrir bomel ~ . in diBtant places. 
To all who were iu the midst of the dillorder' U is known 
that. tbe difficulty was not t.o obtain information : of the dea.d. 
bot to remove the dead. The people in the liistriot where 
disorder kept riot. could not be persuaded to remove t.heir 
dead-even the dead from na.tllral causes. Dead bodies 
remained unburied for days. Dr. Weir write5:'-" I will give 
one rumour which I was questioned about afle.r t.he riots; 
I was asked, it the Health Department. had not removed dead 
bodies in ca.rts-in refuse carts-and bidden tbe hodiea under­
neath tbe euUiva.tion of the Fluts. It is incredible that such a 
foolish l"umour sbould be believed. but foolish though the rumoul' 
\'Vas. it was believed." 

The question of provisioning the troops ont of the 
Municipal Fund was considered by the Corpor~tion in-
1893 when on the 11th September of that year they 
passed the following resolution. -

PJ'oposed by the Hon'ble Mr, Pherozeshah M. Mehta, 
... seconded by the Hon'ble Mr. Javerilal U. 

No. MoW. Y·.k aJm -
" That, with reference to the letters as per margin, the 

No. 10431, dated 21st AuguM. 1893. 
,,10604, do. do_ 
n l1016,A, do. 28th do. 
,,111>29, do. 2nd Sept. 1893, 
•• 11800, do. 7th do. 

Corporation, while fully 
appreciating the motives 
which prompted the action 
of the Municipal COIn.mis­
sioner, consider-

If 1. That the objects for which the payments were 
'Ordered to be made by him are not within the purview of 
the a.uthority vested in the Commissioner by section 64 
(8) (c) of the Municipal Act. . 

"2. That the question of provisiQning the troops from 
the 1.2th to the 17th August la.st, conveying them a.nd 
ereoting shelter sheds, as in the lettel'S mentioned 
apperta.ined to the responsible officors in oharge of th~ 
tl'oops." 

'The Plague riot took place in connection with the 
Plague ~ea6ures of 1896. Deta.ils of which will be found 
at pages 195 to 197 of this book. . 



LIQUOR LICENSES. 

The querrl.ion of Liquor Lieen~e fees is explained in the 
following communication to Government. 

No. 9868. 
MUNIOIPAL 00l1'PORA.TION OF FlOE, 

BO»HAY, 18th December 1899. 
FRoM THill HoN'BLlII Mr. IBRAHIM RAH[MTULLA. 

President, Municipal Corporation, Dombny. 
To 'rHB SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT. 

General Department. 
Sm.-I- have the honour. by desire of the Munioipa.l Corpora­

tioll of Bombay, to alldres9 to Government the following 
respeetful representation rega.rding the justice or restoring· to 
the Corporation the full revenue reali~ed from liquor license lees 
aDd compensating them for the heavy losses sufl'ered by tbe 
inadequacy of the compensation fixed by Section 63 of Act V 
or 1878. 

:!l. To show that license fees for liquor-sbops haTe from the 
beginning of the ,esta.blishment of a reglllar Mnnicipality in 
Bombay been admitted as an item of Municipal revenue, refel'ence 
may be made to Aot XI of 1845, which made the Justices of the 
Pea.ee into a regular Municipal Corporation, established a Board 
of Conservancy as an exeoutive body, and provided a regula.r 
Municipal Fund. Oue of the items which ma.de up this Fund 
was .. Lieense rees" from liquor-shops. In Sec_tion 7 of the 
Act this item is described as follows: -

.. All sums of mOrley which sha.ll be collected under 
Act No. V of )812 ou the granting of any licenses for the 
sale of spirituous or other liquors within the town and 
island of Bombay and Colaba, after payment thereout of 
the expenses of such office establishment and of such 
expenses incidental thereto as may be fixed and approved 
by the Governor in Council of Bombay." 

8. Act V of 1842 was repealed by Act IX of 1867, Section ]4 
of~whieh enacted as follows:-

4. All money rea1ized, collected or' obtained by the 
issue of- licenses, or by forfeitures, or by imposition or 
infliotion of titles and penalties under this Act, sha.1l be 
carried to the credit or the Muniaipal Fund or the City of 
Bombay for Municipal purposes." 

•• Thus. from 184Ci to J878, up to which year Act IX of 1867 
W&S law, the MuniciJ?al revenues had the benefit of all moneys 
eolleoted OD the grautmg of l!~~or licenses. Act IX of 1867 was 
repealed by A.ot V of 1878. Wb~D tbe laUer A~t in the form or a 
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Bill was hefore the J~egisln.tive Council, the OOl'POMtion, fearing 
the loss of revenue from liquor license feeA, addressed 8. repre­
sentation to Government for the grant of .. adequate compensa­
tion" (Colonel Hanco(}k'~ lettal", No, 1590, dated the 7th Deeembe-r 
1877, to Mr. Chief Seer'etary Ravenscroft), the following quota­
tion from which will Dot be inapt :-

II Having regard to the last sentence in paTIl. 1 of OOT~rn­
mellt Rel'!olnt ion 
No. 7472 (RflVf'lIUe 

D epa r t m e 11 t). 
dated 19th Decem­
ber 1876, it may 
appear 1lllneces­
sary for me to 
trouble Govprll­
mentwith any leng­
thened argnmeuts 
in support of the 
claim of tbp. Muni­
cipali ty to this ., 
sonrce of revenuc.>, 
but 1 may rut'n-

" The Municipal Commi88ionOT may be in· 
formed tb"t Government aTO nut aware that 
the Municipa.lity will ill any way be deprived 
of income to which it is equitably and legally 
pntitled by tbe mere Msimilation of t,be ye:.r 
for which the retail licenses in Bombay are to 
run to that for which licences are granted l,y 
the Collector of Bombay to toddy drawers and 
di~tillerB, the object of the change of system 
merely being to make tLo revonue year ",,}ro­
mencing on the 1st Angl1Bt applic;.Lle to both. 
'rhe pruportion of feBB doe for the flve months 
from th" 1st Angust next will. wIlen paid, of 
COU:l'l3e, bo credited to the Municipality fiB 

usual, if in the meanwhilo such 0. chango of 
system should not be introducpd n.S ',0 eotitle 
it to compensation in another fOI'ill," 

ticn that the revenue from th e grunting of Hquor 
Hoenses has belonged to the M ulliciplllity for 0. period of 
certainly more than thirty years past, it being olle of 
tIle sources of income expressly transferred to them 
uuder the provisions of Act XI of 1845. This Act 
eJetenoed the powers of Her Majesty's Justices of the 
Peace alld delegated to them certain functiouB there­
tofore pel'formed by Government itself. such as reI,air­
ing, cleansing, draining and lighting the public rOQI1s, 
streets, bridges, tanks. mnrket places, and other public 
places of a like kind, and by Section 2 tbe J uaticos 
were required to contribute Ra.45,000 annually towards 
tbe cost of the l)olica, to mailltain establisl1ments 
provided for under the Act and 30 forth. I may fUl,ther 
remark that, as pointed out on a previous oocasion by 
Mr. Pedder, the late Commissioner, this is a tnx, not 
directly on liquor, but on the monopoly value of liquor 
shops arising from the limitation of their numbers for 
PoliC5e purposes aDd which therefore 'Would seem j uatly 
and equitably to belong to the reveuue from which the 
cost of the Police foroe is defrayed. The tax fonDa no 
part of the general Abko.ri system, and it is in reality a 
Municipal tax: levied on liquors consumed by the 
population within Municipal limits distinct from. nnd 
in addition to, the Imperial Excise or Custom dutieS 
levied from the inha.bitants of the Uity in the form of 
Customs a.nd Abkari." 
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5. It appears that on receipt of the above letter Government 
addressed the Municipal Commi!!sioner, nskillg {or 'a return 
showing the income for the previous 20 years from IiceJlse-fess, 
&c.; and i1lquiring uuder what circumstallces the income was 
granted to the Municipality, and the grounds, if Ilny, on wbich 
tue COl' po ration would claim compensation. Mr. Ravenscroft, 
then Commissioner,in furnishing' to Goverllmellt certain statements 
which showed that the receipts from license fees from the wholesale 
aud retail vendors of spirits and the fees for shop licenses for the sale 

186' 
1865 
186. 
h67 
1868 
1869 
1870 
ISil 
18;'2 
1878 
1874 
1875 
18j6 

RB. 68.211 12 6 
" 'l6,7!l2 18 8 
" 1,10,228 11 9 
" 1,()6,572 3 II 

1,20;566 0 0 
" 2,49,077 1 5 

1,23,691 12 0 
" I,Hi,1611 15 10 

69.\114 0 0 
2,7{),tl73 10 " 
1.24,~07 2 10 

" 1,58,980 I 0 
1.41,724 II 0 

" 

Rs. 17,84,484 14 1 

of toddy for the 13 years ending 
11;76 were as given in the mar­
gill,- stated, in answer to the 
ellquiry as to the grounds for 
claiming compensation, that in 
the absence of evidellce to tile 

• contrary, he did lIot think. that 
"Gove'rnment eithe'I' would or 
could appropriate this 80U1'ce if 
~.fu.nicipal revenue without pay­
i?1,fJ a fair compensation to the 
Municipalil!/." 'The result of the 
correspondence was the insel'tion 
in Act Vof 1878 of Seotion 68 

whioh runs as follows, and is the existing law on the .ubject:-; 
II Wheref\s it was provided by Section 14 or Bombay 

Act IX.of 1867'" that all money realized, collected or 
obtained by the issue of licenses. or by forfeitures or by 
impositioll or infliction of fines alld penalties under the said 
Act should be carried to the credit of the Municipal FUlld 
of the City of Bombay for MUlIlcipal purposeB, it is hereby 
ell acted that in lieu of the money hitherto 110 reoeived 
by the Municipal Corporation of lho City of Bombay, a 
fixed Slim of Rs. 1,48,750 shall, from and after the let 
day of August IS78, be RllIlUally paid by Government. to 
the said Corporation for' the said purposes." 

The Sl1m of Rs. 1,48,750 appea.rs to have been fixed on a.n 
average of the net revenues derived by the Municipality in the 
ten years ending with 1876. 

6. The Section was not passed without Iln emphatio protest on 
behalf of the Municipa.lity io the Legislative Council. The Hon'ble 
Mr. Sorabjee 8hapurjee Bengalee (a.n ex-member of the MUllicipal 
Corpora.tion) expressed dissa.tisfactioo at the amount of compeusa­
tion fiK:ed by Goveroment in the following words :-

.. I think it would have been advisat..le that tbe opinion 
of the Corporation should have been asked. I cannot see 
that the plan adopted by the honourable mover of taking 
the aggregate figures of ten years is quite corroot. The rate 

~ l$ombay Act IX of 1867 was rlJpeaJed b.r Aot Vof IB78. 
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of fees durin~ ten years haa varied .ery Utah, and the 
aggregate amouut per year has also varied-l mean it hll8 
increaaed steadily. Wben we find that the reeeipfis from 
liquor lioenses and aces have been steadily increasing, I 
cannot see tha.t it Ie ~uiile fair that Uliscaleulalion ;should 
be based on an average of ten ye .. rs. The propBr pla~ 
wonld be to take the revenue of last yeAr;and add some­
thing for prospective increas~s. I do not. think it i. right to 
fix the sum to be paid by Government in futUre at anything 
les8 tban tbe receipts of 1808\ ye8or. 'fh8ot til my objection 
to the amendment." 

7. The protest was ineffectu8ol, and the lIection was passed. 
That in passing it the Government of the time had not given the 
least consideration to the rights of tbe Corporation is evidenced 
hy the reply of the HOD'ble Mr. Ashburner to the Hon'ble Mr. 
Ben$ralee, wbich was in effect taat though the revenue was 
granted to the Municipality, its amount depended on the pleasure 
of Governmellt, who could at wiII raise or lower the license (ees. 
'1 his reply. it will be seen, does not attempt to justify in any way 
the appropriation by Government of any additional rec~pt8 from 
an expansion of tbe revenue. 

8. Such is tbe legislative history of Section 63~' Act V of 
1878. I beg leave now to give a brief resume of the attempts 
made by tbe Corporation from time to time to obtain a revision 
of tbe arrangement, legalized by Act V of 1878. 

9. In 1883, in connection with the local self Govern-ment 
Bcheme then under consideration, the Governmedt of India ex­
prel!sed the opinion that Municipalities should be relieved ot the 
burden of bearing the co~t of the Police since they e%erciwed no 
control over the force and could not therefore be expected '0 
bke any speoial interest ill the efficiency of the force or to look 
with eympa.tby on a provision of the law whicb treated them as 
.. maobinery for raising ta.xes to be spent on a Department bver 
which they had no control. The Government of Bombay thereupon 
(in Mr. Nugent's letter No. 795, dated the 26th February 1888) 
proposed to relieve the Bombay M unicipamy of the Police charges 
if the Municipality would either take over equivalent buraens 
devolving OD tbe provincial revenues or give np equivalent item. 
of Municipal revenue. The annual fixed payment of Ra. 1,49,'150, 
under Section oS of Act V of 1878, was one of ihe i~.mB of 
revenue whieb it was suggested the Munioipality might giTe np. 
The Chairman of the Corporation, in replying to Go'ftrnmeot, 
s&ated as follows:-

u In 1878, Qovernment deprived the Municipality of 
the right of collecting and receiving Liquor License Feee 
in the City of Bombay-a right which was gu80ranteed by 
Law. and enjoyed by the Corporation {or mauy yea1'8. 
For tbi. Bouroe of revenue, which had been 8tea&ily ·in­
creasing for many years. Government granted inadeq1l&1ia 
oompeDSation to the Munioipality by strikiDg aD a~'1If 



463 

the income realized in seven years up to 1878. ~hi. fixed 
~peD8ation amounts to Ra. 1,48,?50 per annum, whereas 
the average of colleetiolls"for 3 years up to 1876 amonuted 
to Be. 1,63,'706, and the average of three eubst-quent yellrs 
amounted to Rs. 2,02,246-12-0_ Some idea of the 10SB 
sustained by the Corporation will be formed from the fact 
that Government re .. lized a pr()fit. of Rs. 1.75,242-8.0 in 
three years ending 1881, or more than Rs. 2,50,000 up to 
last year. . 

.. Having regard to the inadequltoy of the amount of 
com\>ensation paid to the Municipality under the terms of 
SectIOn 68 of Bombay Act V of 1878, in lieu of the receipts 
frOID the Liquor License Fees enjoyed by the Municipa­
lity up to 1878, the Corporation are respectfully of opinion 
that, in making the adjustment of charges between 
Government and the Mnnicipality in regard to the flew 
Bcheme generally. due regard should be had to the heavy 
10s8 of revenue suffered by tbe Corporation consequent on 
the operation of the aaid Act, and they therefore beg to 
aelt Government. to move the Bombay Legislative Conncil 
to sanction such amendments in the said Aets as will en­
sure to the Municipality the full amouut of the .. revenua 
realizable from the sale of Liquor Licenses in the City of 
Bombay, and from the levy of fines and penalties in con­
nection thereto for Municipal purposes. and to vest the 
entire management alld regulation of the Liquor License 
Department in the Municipal Corporatioll." 

10. To this (Joverllment replied tbat they were not then pre­
pared to express any opinion regarding the proposal to tmnsfer '0 the Municipality the control clthe issue of Liquor Licenses. 

11. In writing again to Government on behalf of the Corpo­
ration tbe Chairman recurred to the suhject aud expressed the 
hope that, in the final arrangements to he made, Government 
would be pleased to take such steps as they might thillk fit. fOJ: 
'he amendment of Section 68 of Act Vof 1878 so as to anow the 
full control of Liquor LicenSe! being givell to the Municipality 
and the full proceeds from those licellses being credited to the 
Municip.... Fund-an amendment which, it was pointed out. 
would be of substalltial bellefit to the Corporation, bavillg regard 
\0 the fact that in ] 888-8~ the nctual receipts by Government 
were Rupees 85,978 more tha.n the amount paid over to the 

. Municipality. 
12. 'I'hili representation again met with a refusal. The 

Governor in Oouncil ~. as at present advised" was not disposed 
~o consider that the Corporation had a right to insist upon an 
lnorease iD the lUIIlount of oompensation. It was'added. however, 
that a BiU for the amendment of Act V of 1878 was under con­
sideration and tllat when that Bill was introduced into the Legis-
1a~ve lJounoil. the Corporation would have every opportunity of 
glviag expreesioD to their' viewB QO the subject. 
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J8. Titis promised opportunity unfortunately never came. 
No Bill to amend Act V of 1878 appears yet to hnve reached the 
Legislative Conncil, Rnd the Corporation have continued to ra­
ceiv~ yeor olter year n cOIDp~n8ntion ill no way COllHnenSl1'l'ate t.o 
tiLe heavy 108s inB.icted on them by the enactment of 8eotion 69. 

141. The Corporation memorialized Governmont again in 
1890. It was pointed oul that whilst the revenue to Govern­
mellt from Liquor Licenses Wa.8 nearly 3 lalcha a year, Govern. 
ment paid t.he Corporation less than half t.hat sum, and Govern­
ment were asked on the followillg among other grounds to make 
Buch equitable altera.tion of the law as would ena.ble t.hem to 
concede to the Municipality a yearly 8111U which would fairly re­
present the average revenue derived :-

.. (1) Thai conseqnent on the a.ction of the Govern­
ment of India. in reducing the dllrtlotion of the 'runsa 
Wftter Works Loa.n and all future loans from 60 to 40 
years, haIr a Illk]' per anlltlm more than was originally 
a~reed to has to be provided for the Sinkihg' Fund of - the 
'1'al1sa Loan anet about one half per cent. for the Sinking 
}I'uud cbarges of all future 108.lIs. .' 

.. (2) Thllt the Town Dut.y on Petrolenm. which was 
estimated to yield one la.\<h of rnpees, was abolidhed 8.S a. 
Municipal duty from 1st April 1889 • 

•• (8) That there is a probability of the Municipal­
ity ht,ing called lIpon at no distallt date to make 8. large 
contribution towards additional Police Charges • 

•• (4) That the drainage, street. improvemen\fi, mllr­
kElt extellsioos alld furtller improvemell ts of the Uily are 
e:lr.pected to involve Ii large outlay to the Municipality • 

.. (5) That the loss to the Municipality from lB78 
to end of last year has been nearly 1 t 11\1,hs nnd will in 
futuro involve a loss of more than 11! lakhs !\ year." 

To this pressing appeal the antlwer of Government was 
that they sa.w no reason for increasing the compensation fixed by 
law. 

15. The Controversy with Government on the Police charges 
was I'enewed ill CODfIBction with a proposed illcreaHe to the force, 
and the inadequa.cy of the compensation for liquor license iees 
W&s again represented os follows ill the COl"p"ratiou's Memorial 
to the Government of Irtdia, dated the lJth Augullt J 8~n :-

.. The inequality and injustice of tbe treatment under 
~hich the ratepayers of this Uity have laboured ever 
SlDce 1865 has been milch aggravated by the arbitra.ry 
manner in which the Bombay Government ha.ve deprived 
them of the full procaeds of olle of their local sources of 
revenue, ,,2Z., fees for liquor licenses. These fees were a. 
source of MunicipaJ revenue, certainly as rar back 88 1845 
aud pl"oba.bly (01" more thu.u 30 yellrs earlier. But in 1878 , 
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Government passed a Local Act, by a provision in whioh 
they ostensibly proposed to give a lump sum as fairly re­
presenting the amount of the revenue by taking an ave­
rage of the seven previous years. In reality, they confis­
cated a great portion of it. *... How detrimental to 
the Corporation thiB appropriation of an ancient source of 
revenue on Bucb terms haa been may be Been from the 
f91lowillg :figures extracted from the Bombay Presidency 
AdministrBtion Report:-

Revenue derived from Liquor Licr-nse 

1878-79 
1879-80 
1880.81 
]881·82 
1811283 
1883-84 
IH84·86 
HIHo·8G 
1886-87 
1887·88 
IH~8-89 
1889.90 

Fees by Government. 
Re. 

1,~1.500 
2,16,595 
2,33,791 
2,25,000 
2,25064 
2.56,000 
2.63,230 
2,5~,192 
2,97,801 
2,92,844 
2,!l:l,059 
H,(H,808 

Ra. 30,11,420 " 

The Corporation bas more than once appealed to Govern­
ment, notably in 1884, for redress in respect of so grievous 
un injustice. The only reply they have ever obtained flom 
Government was to the effect that • aB regards the proposed 
amp.ndment of Section 63 of Bombay Act V of ]878, the 
Governor in Council, as at present advised. is not disposed 
to consider thnt the Corporation bave 0. J'i~ht to insist upon an 
increase in the amollnt of compensation for tilt! lo"ls of liquor 
licenses provided in that section. A Bill for the amendment 
of Bombay Act V of 1818 is, however, at the present 
moment under the consideration of His Excellency the 
Governor in Council, and when that Bill is introduced into 
the Legislative Council the Corporation will have every op­
portunity of expressing their views 011 the subject: That oppor­
tunity -haB, however, never come. 

16. Not succeeding with the Government of India either as 
to the Police charges, thtl Corporation appealed to Her Majesty's 
Secretary of State for India in c:Jouncil and their memorial of 
~2nd o.ctober 1892 refen-ad to Liquor License Fees in the foHow­
lng terms:-

«The Liquor License Fees are a purely local source 
of revenue. They are in fact a shop tax, levied because a 
limitation of the number of liquor-shops is required ill the 
interests of the safe~y and order of the community. That 
limitation gives the shops 1l'hich are permitted to exist a 
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monopoly value ao"d the tax is or oUj;!:ht to be tbe'meAsnre ef 
that value. These Liquor Liceose Fees al'e a very ancient 
source of looal revenne. They probably exi&ted al!l suob 
from 1812, certainly from 1845. In ]878 Government 
under the Ahka,l'j Act of that year appropriated them, aa­
signing to the Corporation an annual payment in: lieu 
thereof of }ts. 1,48,750. The yield of the;fees has ever 
!tinoe 1878 exoeeded this amount snd is now more than 
double. The exact fscts and figures a1'8 8et~ortb in para­
graphs 9 and ] 0 of the Memorial to the Government of 
India. dated 6th August 1891. Government say in t.heir 
letter, No. 4520 of 24th August 1891, to the Governmen\ 
of India, paragraph 8, that they • see no adTantage in go­
ing behind the fiual decision of the Legislature: '1'0 be 
sure it would not be to the advantage of Government to go 
behind it, but it would be very greatly to your memoria­
lists' advantage, and considering that the' final decision 
of the legislature' is the very thing of which they eom­
plain, and considering also that hopes of an opportoDit.y 
for redress have been held out to them by GoiernmeD' 
(vide concluding part of paragraph 9 of Memorial to Go­
vernment of India) they humbly trust Your" Lordship 
will institute an inquiry on the subject, and if the facts 

. which your memorialis~s state are established, that justice 
may be done to them ill the matter." . . 

17. The Secretary of State's reply to the Memorial was tha' 
bis Lordship was uuable to admit the validity of the grounds ott 
which the Corpol'ation claimed to be relieved of all. pecunia'I"!J 
liability for the City Police, It gave no decision wi'h regard 
to the Liquor License Fees. 

lB. In 189], while the controversy on the l!Iubject of Polioe 
charges was preceeding. the Corporation had also oeeaeion to 
address Government on the subject of the eost of primary 
education and the opportunity was Dot omitted to 
again ,)re88 their long standing grievance in regard to 
Liquor License Revenue on the attention of Government. 
For instance, in Mr. President Murzban'e letter No. l31n, 
dated the lith March 1891, it was urged that if primary edu­
catioo was to be made a local chal·ge. tbe Corporat.ion should be 
relieved of all but local burdeus and should be reinstat.ed in 
possession of all looal revenues. .. In that ease the Corpora­
tion would ask Government to free them from the cost of 
the Police and make over to them the full revenues of the 
liquor and tobacco licenses with the heavy arrea.rs which tbey 
have so often claimed in vain from Government:' The reply 
of Government to that letter made DO reference to Liquor 
License Revenue. . 

~9. From the above nccount. it will be se8ll by D. E. the 
Governor io Couucil that the Corporation has. in the acore 
of years whioh have elasped since Act V of 1878 becaJ88 
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law, lost no opportunity of seeking redress for what 'hey 
genuinely believe to be a serious injustioe perpetrated by 
Section 68 of that enactment. In their Resolution No. 7472, 
datea the 19th December 1876 (Revenue Departmeut) 
Government themselves admitted that the revenue from 
liqUDr lice1l8e fees was a.n income to which this Muni­
aipality was equitably and legally entitled, and an assur­
ance was conveyed that this income would not be ,taken 
away. This assurance the Government of the time did 
not fully observe, and the Municipality was deprived of 
tbe benefit of all expansion of the revenue that could, in 
the course of years, have been looked for-to which also it 
was equitably, and, before the law was altered. legally entitled. 
As a matter of fact this revenue has very considerably grown since 
1878, al,ld the Municipallty bas lost and continues to )ose a large 
8um annually in the difference between the compensation fixed 
by Aot V of 1878, and the actual sums realized from year to year. 
'l'he Govemor in Council in the course of.all the correspondence 
tbat has takeu place on the subject bas, I am asked respectfully 
to point &ut, never favoured the Corporation with any explana­
lions, reasons or a'rguments in justification of the deprivation. 
So far as the Corporation can judge Government appear never 
to have given any serious considera.tion to the merits of their 
complaint. I am therefore desired to once more press the 
matter most earnestly on the attention of his Excellency in 
Council and invite a reeonsideration of the representations from 
time to time made and the arguments adva.nced in them, and to 
request that Government may be pleased to take account of, a.nd 
recoup to the Municipality, the whole of the loss inflicted on it 
by the inadeqnate compensation fi~ed in 1878, and also take the 
necessary steps for 8ecuring to them the full reveuues which 
may be realized in future. 

I have the honour to be. 
Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
IBRAHIM RAHIMTULA, 

Pruident, Bombay Municipal Oorporation. 
The following was the reply :-
To the President, from the Secretary to Government, 

Revenue Department, No.,4150, dated the 2nd July 
1900 :-

.. I am directed to a(lknow]edge the reoeipt of your letter 
No. 9868, dated 18th December 1899, to the address of the 
Secretary ,"0 Government, Genera.l Department, containing a 
representation regarding the justice of restoring to the Bombay 
MuniCipal Corporation the full revenue realized from liquor 
Iioenae fees in the Oity of Bombay, and compensating them for 
the heavy loaaeq suffered by the inadequacy of the oompeosa.tion 
fixed by SecUon 61J of the Abkari Aot •. V of 1878. 
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u 2. In their present application the Bombay Munioiplllity, 
alter mentioning that similar applications ha.ve been made to 
Government in the past, represent that Government have ~ever 
favoured the Corporation with any explanatioll, reasons' or 
arguments in justifica.tion of their &ootion in depriving the M uni­
cipality of the revenue from liquor shop lioenses. and in granting 
as compensation for that revenue a. subsidy whfch the Corpora.­
tion has never regarded as adequate. The CorporatiolJ, however, 
a.ppear to the Go-vernor in Council to appreciate somewhat 
imperfectly the consequences of the fact that the revenue in. 
question was transferred to the Imperial exchequer by operation 
of law, and that the amount of the annual subsidy had been 
finally fixed by the Legislature when converting the excise 
revenues in question from a Municipal into an Imperial asset. 
The attention of the Municipality has already been drawn to the 
la.w. and Government have informed the Oorporation that tbe 
settlement was final, and have expressed their inability to 
re-open former accounta. No further answer to the complaints 
of the Corporation seemed to be required. There appeared to be 
no necessity for Government to argue from first principles (vhether 

,the action of tbe Legislature of J 878 was proper or improper. 
In deference, however, to the evident wish of the Corporation, 
I am directed to indicate briefly the principles upon which the 
Bubsidy was fixed by Government and the Legislature, and the 
views of the Governor in Council regarding the argument urged 
in the letter under reply • 

.. 3. 'l'hat argument appears to be that because revenues 
from liquor license fees have increased since the time when 
those rec~iptl'l, which were previously credited to the Muni,'!ipal 
:F'und, were commuted in return for an annual sllbsidy, therefore 
the amount of the subsidy should be increased. In relying on 
this argument the MUllicipality overlook the fact that the settle­
ment of 1879 was intended to be final, and that indeed, finality 
is and must necessarily be regarded 8.S an essential feature of 
any settlement of this nature. Th6 fact that revenue has in­
creased since the time of the settlement would in any case have 
heen irrelevant in considering the fairness of the settlement. but 
the irrelevancy is in the present case accentuated by the fact 
that the increase of revenue since the time of the sett.lement has 
been obtained under a new system of excise administration. 

If 4. If the commutation made by Bombay Act V of ] 879 
of Municipal receipts from liquor shop licenses in retnrn for an 
annual subsidy had been made with the consent of the Munioi­
pality. it is improbable tbat doubts regarding its fairness would 
have subsequently been expressed. But though the consent of 
the Municipality was not a~ked for or obtained to the Legislation 
in question, it cannot be disputed that the Legislature bas the 
right to revise from time to time a Municipal sohedule of 
taxation, and declare which items of revenue shall thereafter be 
regarded as Imperial and which as Local assets. The Legisla-
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ture of 1879, in converting a Municipal Bsset into an asset of 
excise revenue, was not overstepping its province, and in point 
of fact, there was rio obligation t.o give any compensation what­
ever. Compensation was given as an act of grace, and in fixing 
it, the problem before the Legislature was to determine on the 
materia.ls then available what amount of compensation would be 
adequate to recompense the CorporA.tion for the revenue which 
they had bean receiving up to that time, ond under the existing 
system of administration. The Legislature did not attempt to 
det;ermine, nor in the opinion of Government was it their business 
to determine, what additional revenutl might perhaps afterwards 
have accrued under a new system of administration • 

.. 5. The above explanation of the views of Government has 
been given in deference, BS above sta.ted, to the wishea of the 
Corporation, and not with the view of provoking further contro­
versy or discussion regarding a settlement which was sanctioned 
nearly twenty-two years ago, which was adopted by and embodied 
in an Act, of the Legislature, and which was intended then to 
be, and must IJOW in the opinion of the Governor in Council be .. 
regarded ls fiual. II 

This letter was recorded and the consideration thereof 
postponed sine die. 
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"",) OF nIS ROYAL HIGHNlm, mE 
PRINCE OF WALES (NOWXING 

OF ENGLAND) pro BOMBAY. 

On the 8th Novemher 1875, His Royal Highness, the 
Prince of Wales (now King of England) arrived in Bom­
ba.y. The whole City was En fete. The address of the 
Corporation was read by Mr. D08sabhoy Framji. On the 
9th November, the anniversary of H. M:s birthday there 
was a general and most beautiful illumination of the City. 
A levee was also held at the Secretariat. There WftS a 
school children's treat, Ball at the Byculla Club and 
numerous other festivities at which His Maj~ty was 
present. 
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REIIOV AL OF WATER FltOM PUBL! 
Oc « 

In the year 1890, the Corporation considered letter No. 
8257 dated 21st May 1890, from the Munioipal Commis­
sioner requesting sanction to the levy of fees for p~rmis­
sion to remove water from public wells. The following 
was the opinion of the Municipal Solicitors thereon :-

Letter, dated 7th May 1890, to H. A. Acworth, Esq., 
C. S., Oommissioner as nnder :- . 

Sm,-We ha.ve the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter No. 2101 of the 5th 'May, in reference to a fee being charged 
for the right to remove water from dipping wells by Bhisties in 
masakhs. a.nd aP the ruling of the President, upon Mr. Charles" 
proposal to setne a. scale of fees in respect of written permission 
under section 269 (8). No papers were received with your Jetter. 
Section 171, which provideB that DO tax or charge of any kind 
shall be levied or demanded fur the use of water in or from any 
drinking foontains, &c., expressly provides that the use of the 
water shlLll be limited as prescribed in sub·section 3 of Section 
269. after providing the purpose for which only water shall be 
carried away for" private use and not for sale" makes provision 
nnder certain restrictions for its being carried away (presumably 
o~herwise than for private nse) in a cask. cart, pakbal, or mo.sakh. 
viz., with the "written permission" of the Commissioner. It 
roust be presumed that the, Legislature were aware when they 
passed section 171 and 269 (8) that by section 479 ~2) a fee 
might be charged for every .. written permission" at such rate 
as t>bould from time to time be fixed by the Commissioner with 
the sanction of the Corporation, nor is tbis inconsistent witb 
section 171 which relates to a tax for the use if Water for private 
purposes, whereas section 479 relates to a fee payable for obtain­
ing a special privilege. 

For the reaSODS above stated we are of opinion that the ruling 
of the President referred to. in your letter under reply~ cannot be 
sUfltained.-

We have, &c., CRAWFORD. BURDER & Co. 
The fees proposed to be levied were Rs. 2 per masakh 

per mensem, Rs. 3 per Bullock with pakhals and Rs. 10 
per cart. On the motion of the Hon'ble Mr. R. M. Sayani 
the proposal was negatived. 

----------------
LICENSE FOR SrOliAGE OF SPIRITS· 

The Government of Bombay under their Resolution 
No. 84:69, General Department dated 80th August 1890 
deoided that it was uudesirable for reasons explained to 
le!J: a fee by t.b.e Mllnioipality for permission to store 
splnts. 
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IES FURNtSHED BY MUNICIPAL 
EMPLOYES. 

A list of securities to be furni~hed by Municipal employes 
will be found in the proceedings 91' the Oorporation of 
15th June 1891. 

ADULTERATION OF DRUGS, FOOD AND DRINK. 

The Committee of the Corporation reported on 20th 
December 1900, on the snbject of adulteration of drugs, 
food aud drink in the City. The 8ug~Btions made 
therein were referred to the Municipal CemmisBioner for 
report. • 

HYDROPHOBIA. 

On 18th June 1900, the Corporation considered the 
following Letter from the Under-Secreta.ry to Govern­
ment, in the Judicial Department, No. 317 ·M., dated 

. the 14th May 1900 :_ 
.. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your lettAr, 

No. 1153. dated the 28th April ]900, on the subject of legis­
lating with a view to protect the public from the danger of 
dog hites, and in reply to state that the matter is now engaging 
the attention of Government in connection with the prof.osed 
amendment of the Police law applicable to the Town and Island 
of Bombay . 

.. 2. I 11m to add that tbe preparation of the draft. Bill to 
amend the Bomba,Y City Police Act will be- pushed forwa.rd with 
the least possible delay." 

The letter was recorded. 

PASTEUR INSTITUTE OF INDIA. 

On 6th December 1900, the Oorporation on the mo­
tion of the Hon'ble Mr. P. M. Mehta, O. I. E., passed the 
following resolution :-

.. That in reply to his letter dated 26th October] 900, .applying 
for an annual subscription. the Honorary Secretary, Pasteur 
Institute of India, be informed that the Corpora.tion are unable 
to comply with the request." 

• See Corpora~iou record for 16,b Februllory 1001. 
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THE MUNICIPAL ELECTION. 

OPINION OF OOUNSEL. 

The Corpon,tion having asked for the opinion of Connsel. on 
the question as to whether the vacancies caused by the setting 
aside of tbe electione of Dr. Viegas and Rao Bahadnr V. K. 
Vandekar may be fined before the .. new" Council comes into 
office on 'he Is' April, or whether the appointments mUBt be 
made thereafter, Mr. J. D. Invf'lrarity and Mr. Basil Scott 
jointly submitted the following opinion:-

•• We are of opinion that the vacancies, if they are to be filled 
up by the Corporation, must be filled up within 15 days after 
receipt or the Commissioner's letter of tho 18th day of March 
1901 in defauU thereof a fresh eJection must be held. The 
Corporation will have no pow or ~c im up th'3 vacancies after the 
.nrst April as tbe 15 days will ha.,.e elapsed. We are of opinion 
that he would have been wrong if he had net given information 
without delay, and we ,think the Commi03bnel' wcuU have been 
wrong to~ait till tho 18t April before he gave information. 
The Municipa.l Secretary wculd have been quite wrong if he 
l.a.d t.reated the bformation a2 information to be acted. on by 
tIf., Oorporation after t.be 113::' April. VIe differ from the opinion 
of Mr • .James Jardine. We have eerefully considered tbe argu­
merIts of the supporters of the opposito view to the ona we take 
8S reported in the newspaper report furnished to us-and we 
think tbat the view Bnd tha arguments in support of it are 
baaed on the fs.lla~y that th~~e is a C~rpora'ic~ which ceases 
to ~xiat. and a new Corpora.ticn 'f'lhich comes into e,ustence on 
the 1st l ... pril,-a. fa1!acy whi~h is rapeated in the form of 
the questicns which ar-s put to no. Th~ trv.th ia that there is 
no new Corporation, p-nd no old ona. The Corpol"a~bn after 
the 1st L.p~il wm b~ the Sa!:ll0 legal c. persona" a.s exists 
now. There ~s nQ bl!'e .. k ,;ha!'ever in its exis(;ence. Th9 Coun­
dllors who eo:.npused . the C.;rporation, no duubt, will not be 
the same body of individuals after the Is:. April as thay were 
before. but ~ba!. fact doea no-:" cause any change in the legal 
body e. the Hunici;>;.l C·;rporati~D of the City of Bombay" 
to wbom the right of fillinr; th,"se vacancies is entrusted by 
Section 841. Bearin6 this i .: mi.nd the Commissioner's dllty is 
to .. w~thout dtllay" inform the Co!'poration of the circum­
stanees; he has nothbg to do with the question of what 
iUdividuals tha.t body is composed of. Having performed 
his duty, the Corporation has 1U da.ya in which to fill up 
the vacancies, and provided tbe 15 days bad not elapsed 
ttzeyeonld 611 up tbe vacanoies after 1st April if they had not 
beeu ruled up before that date; e. 9 -, Buppose the Com­
-iaaiooer gave information on 28t.h March and the Cor­
poration had not filled up Ule vRcalleies by the 1st. April, it 
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would be open to the OorpomUon to Jill tbem up aft.er tba.t 
date within 15 days from tbedate of receipt of 'be fnformaUon. 

The worda "toe Corporation 8'0 far as it may be OObl!ltituted" 
in Section 84. in our opiuion do 1I0t support the cOll'ent.ion . 
opposed to our view. They 81'e introduced merely to .'Yeid 
any argument arising on Section ,5 of tbe Aot to the effect 'bat 
unles8 there are 72 Councillors, there is no prop.rly constituted 
Corporation; one of Bueh CIlBes would be whete no Couneil!ol" 
is elected to fill a caslIul vacanoy. The argument b~ OQ 

these worde is that they show that the Corpora'ioD means tbe 
incomplete Corporation (because there will not ,be 72 COnD~ 
cillors) which comes ioto tlxistence on the ls~ 4pril. Now il 
a CounciHor had died on tbe ] 2th March. then" according to 
tbe al'gument, the letter of the ] 3th March of the Commissioner 
'Would h8,l"e been adclressed to nn incomplete' Corporation. and 
the words of the Act would llBve been satisned. In our opinion 
the words quoted merely mean "whether t.he whole 72 <;l0un­
cmors are in existence Or not." The Corp?ration exists whether ° 
t.be full number of Councillors are there or not-there is no 
such thing as a new Corporation or an incomplete COJ;poration. 
The same Corporation which is in existenctl now will be in 
existence after the 1st April, whether t.bere are vacancies among 
the Councillors or not, and whetlier the individual C~ 
cillors remain the same or change. To that Corporation the 
Commissioner bas to give information "without delay,'" anel 
any action taken on such information must be taken if at aH. 
within 15 days of its receipt. As regards the argument that 
a Councillor anseated for BOlDe personal malpractice would l>e 
aL1e to vote for himBelf-we think that. the legislature probably 
thought that this would not be a matter of any llraetical im­
portance a8 the other 71 Councillors would no Qoubt vote against 
him. We have no doubt whatever on any of the poin~s in­
volved in the questions which have been put to U8. They seem 
to U8 to be unarguable once you get rid of the idea 'hat. a new 
Corporation oomes into being on the lst April." 

On the 7th Maroh 1901, Mr. C. W. Chitty, Chief Judge 
of the Small Causes Court, delivered judgment in the case 
in which Mr. Karamali Pirbl1oy, one of the unsuccessful 
candidates for 11Je ratepayers eleotions of tpe Mandvi 
'Yard, had petitioned for an order to set aside the eleotion 
of Dr. AcaRoio G. Viegas and Rao Bahadur Vithalrao 
Krishnaji Vaudeka,o, on the. ground of pel'8OJ1atioD aDd 
corrupt practices. . 

In a lengthy judgment 'Mr. Chitty set aside the election 
of both the !Z"entlempn .... 

• For the full text of the Judgment, Bee Bo11tb211 (I_tee 'da~ 8tb 
f!4.u-cb 1001. 
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'rbe Commissioner forwarded for t.he information of tbe Cor­
poration a copy of the orders passed by the Acting Chief Jlldge 
of the Small Can_ Oonrt in the Election appeal filed by Yr. 
Karmali Peerbhoy- aga.inst Mr. Abdnl Karim N 001' Mahomed 
Sullemao. )0 the circumstanoe the Commissioner stated that it 
was for the Corporation to take suoh action as they might deem 
a8C88sary under section 84 of the Act. 

The Hon'ble Yr. M'ehta in reference to this ma.tter I!aid he 
would follow the procedure which the Corporation followed on 
the former oOC&8ion so that aU parties might have their views 
represented. He therefore moved that the letter be reeorded and 
tbe Corporation do prooeed to make an appointment under 
section 84, clause! of the Municipal Act. That would in the 
first place eDable the Corporation to decide whether they would 
prooeed with tbe ejection or not. On this occasion he contended 
there could be no two opinions as to the desirability and the 
}lropriety of the Corpora.tion proceeding to ma.ke the election 
themsel ves. Be reviewed the history of the case arising out of 
the general election when on a.ppeal to the small Causes Court 
two ea~idate8 were unseated for misconduct by their agents. 
When the matter came to the Corporation they practically sent 
back the candidates to the Mandvi rate-payers 8S an exceptiona.l 
aDd special case. Unfortunately after the contest there was the 
same resod to the Small Causes Court. He was very glad to 
know tha.t Dr. Viegas had succeeded in passing, but another 
gentleman had been unseated beca.use bis a.gent was gU,ilty of 
misconduct. There could be no difference of opinion thdt in these 
circumstances the duty imposed upon the Oorporation by the' 
Legislature must be discharged. It would be extraordinary if 
they were to send men back to the electorate again and again. 
He understood that some electors of Mandvi Wa.rd ha.d signed a 
petition asking the Corpora.tion not to discharge the function 
which ba.d" been given them but to return the matler to them. 
Willi every respect to the gentlemen who had ventured to sign 
the petition all he could say was that they at least had no right 
to ask the Corporation to do anything of the sort. The electors 
had the opportunity which the Legislature gave them and a 
8e~ond time they had the opportunity and they asked for the 
thIrd chance. He supposed they would come a fourth time and 
tbey might have another petition signed by ratepayers. He did 
not suppose there had been a meeting of the ratepayers, somebody 
had. written the petition bnd whot::ver had written it must have 
signed it. h was lIot for the electors of the Mandvi Ward to tell 
the Corporation to. send the matter Ullck to them. 

Sir Bbal,challdra Krishna. seconded the lllotiO'I. 
, ~fter ,discussion the motion was cal:ried by 30 votes 
agaInst 21 votes. • , , 

The election was pl'oceeded with. There were two 
candidates 'Viz. Professor Muller aod Mr. Vandekal'. The 
latter VV8S eleoted.--. 
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SPEECHES AT MEETING&. 

At a Corporation meeting held on 19tb August 1901, 
Mr. Kazi Kabiruddin moved:" That no COIJDCilJor shalJ speak 
for more than ten minutes on the original Illotion or for more 
than five minutes on an amendment. That the movers anet 
seconders of the original mot.ion be exeepted from tha op8l'atiOll 
of this rule." Mr. Kazi in support of his motion said thai Ule 
London County Council had got such rules in ~heir bye 1 .... 
and the Bombay Corporation should also adopt some sneh rules 
to expedite their work. They had not yet finished the July 
Agenda. The single 'luestbn which they discussed last mouth, 
would j ualify the neccosity of Buch rules being adopted. 

Mr. S. D. Kho~a seconded the motion. 
Mr. Aitken said he quite agreed with the mover in giving uo­

limited time to the proposers, but he did not know why the 
seconders should be allowed the same privilege. 

Mr. Jehs:o::.gbir B. Pet.it moved &0 amendment that in the 
second line after the word" speak" in iihe original m~tion the 
following words be added :-" exaept by lea.ve of the majority of 
ille members pre£:6nt ... 

The amendment not being seconded, fell through. 
Mr. Hassam})hoy Vi3ram 3upported the proposition which. he 

said,. would 9tDP maD] caild.i.sh spe&.kera (laughter). 
Mr. P. M. Mehta, .. ho opposed the motion. said he hoped 

Yr. Ka~i would exercise common sense. I:. was unsafe to move 
. a resolution of thc.t sort in y:ew of a recent single instanee. Mr. 
Mehla' 8 experie~e cf the Corpo:-ation was that it was a more 
practieal Rnd sober bcdy than any other hody of equal importance 
in the wOJ'ld (Hear, he~r). H was said that the Corpora\ion 
had been talking much and doing no work, but he entirely dis­
agreed with ouch opinion. On the whole the CorpcratioD was 
doing much practical work in BS sZort a time as possible. He 
hoped that Mr. Ka:d would see his way to withdraw the motion. 

With the permission of '~he moeting, Mr. Kazi withdrew his 
motion. 

THE TRAINING OF SANITARY SURVEYORS. 

A Government res~lution in the educational department, dated 
Bombay Castle, 27th November 1901, notifies that a Class will 
meet in Bombay ea.rly in January next for instruction under the 
Executive Health Officer, Bombay Municipality, in pract.ical and 
t.heoretical sanitation. The class will consist of]2 men, 8 of 
whom shall have passed the L. C. E. Examination from the 
College of Science, Poona, and 4 the L. M. & S. Examination 
from the Grant Medical College, Bombsy. The fees for tuition 
of aU $ho oandida$o will be paid by Government! 
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The course of instrnction wiU last for 6 months aDd will termi­
nate with aD examination to be held by the Health Department, 
Bombay. A diploma in Sanitary Science will be granted to suo­
cessful oandidates in this ExamiDation. For all purposes of 
iDstruction and discipline dudents in the class will be directly 
under the authority of the Executive Health Officer, Bombay 
MUllieipality. 

Stipends.-During the course Government will grant stipends 
of Rs. 25 per mensem to 6 of the students of the clas8, 4 of lhese 
stipends being granted, to L. C. E. and 2 to L. M. & S. ca.ndi­
dates. The payment of these stipends will be conditional on 
satisfactory progress in the couree. 

ExaminatioD Fees.-Ea.ch candida.te will be required to pay 
aD examiDatioD fee of Rs. 25 before beiDg permitted to appear 
at the fiDal examination. 

Selection of candidates will reat with the Principals of the 
Grant Medical College for L. M. & S. candidates and College 
of Science, Poona. for L. C. E. candidates subject to the ap­
proval of the Surgeon-General anlt the Director of Public In­
struction; respectively. Application for permission to attend 
the class cbould be made to tbe Principa.ls of the Colleges 
concerned on or before lOth December. The actual date on which 
the class will meet will then be notified to selected ca.ndidates. 

The following statement shows the number of build­
ings rebuilt on sites previously built upon :-

A ............ . 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 
G 

.............. 

............... 

............. 

.............. , . 

.............. 

No. of buildings rebuilt 
ou sites previously built 

upon since the 
passing of the 
Municipal Ac~ 

of 1888 
till 1899. 

26 
118 
209 
190 
14fj 
49 
73 

No. of buildjn~ 
in respect of which 

aU or any of the 
f'rov;"ioDe of Soction 
348 of the 14unioipal 

Act could not 110 
enforced.. 

18 
47 

lOS 
58 
95 
49 
10 



MARKE'fS. 
On the 5th May 1809, Government gave;np the Green 

Ma;rket to the J nstices and it was then left open for the 
hee use of all vendors of vegetables. fruit and ftow~rs. 
The following notice was in oonsequence issued: - ' 

Vegetable Market. 
1809 

The Honorable Jonathan Duncan Esqr., 
Governor &c. &c. 

NOTICE. 
" This ma.rket is appropriated B<>Iely for the. BBlte of 

vegetables, fruits, and flowers, open to all description of 
persons dealing in those articles free from &11- tax" fee, 
dustoor, or other emolument whatever." 

Previous to the year 1865, the Bench of Justices, pos­
sessed the following properties which were called - msr­
kets, but yielded no revenue. 

lat. The Green or Duncan 11farkllt, Sheik Meroon Rtroot 
on which stood a few range of low tiled open sheds 
indifferently paved and drained, very crowded, 
hot, and dirty, oontaining about 1300 square yard8~ 

2nd. >The Bori Bundar Mutton and Fish Market about a 
quarter of a mile from the green market, 
containg 2480 square yards including a. yard be­
longing to the mutton slaughter 'house close by. 
This yard was lined with low tiled pent houses, 
affording no shelter whatever either to vendor or 
purchaser, the whole being unpaved. 

Srd. The Beef Market which was in the yard or the 
slaughter housA in Butcher street, about midway 
between the Green and Mutton Markets. This 
contained 756 square yards, badly paved, with low 
tiled pent houses as in the mutton market. 

';rhese three places Rnd some dens forming 0.' private 
market in Syed Abdul Rahman Street, were the first; 
class markets. 
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The second class markets were the N ull Bazaar nea.r 
the Erskine and Duncan Roada, they comprised :-

(a) The Mutton and Fish Market, containing 1'107 
square yards. 

(b) The Vegetable Market cODtainiDg26S1~ squa~ . 
yards. . 

Both markets were unpaved and conRlsted merely of a 
few ra.uges of low narrow sheds surrounded by a rough 
w.ooden palis&de. 

There was a sma.ll enclosure of· a similar kind in 
Mody Street for the provision of the Northern Fort, which 
was constructed in 1847 at a eost of Rs. 1600. 

Referring to these markets the Municipal Commission­
er in his annual repol't of 1867 states:-

.. L04riting at the first class markets, howe'-er (Nos. 1.2 & S ) 
J perceivEtd that it WIlS impossible to improve them and to provide 
adequ&t-e accommodation in SQ crowded a ]ocality. 1 was aware 
also that certain public improvements would lead to the speedy 
abolition of the market No.2 and I was most anxious to separate 
the meat markets from the slaughter houses and to remove the 
latter out of the town. I therefore determined to construct en­
tirely new general mll,rkets. That part of the Esplanade lying 
immediately adjacent to these three ma.rkets appeared a most 
favourable situation. bec!l.use it was close to all the three existing 
first class markets and also to the Railway by which the meat, 
Rnd much of tbe fruit and vegetables, are brought to Bombay. 
I accordingly applied for, and obtained from Government the fine 
site now being built upon, containing about 72,000 square yards. 
The site was presented by Government to the Municipality 
on the understanding that general markets should be at ODce 
commenced. 

II In planing the new general markets I had the following points 
to provide for in order that these markets might be geoerally 
resorted to by all classes and castes • 

.. Fruit and Vegetables &c. must be ibId alone under one roof, 
unpolluted by meat of any kind; and beef must 1I0t be sold uoder 
the same roof with mutton and fish. Then again the meat and 
fish markets must of course be to leeward of the fruit and vege­
table markets and yet as close as possible to the Railway by 
which the med wOl'lld arrive. Then again the dealers of .the 
fruit and vegetable market (No.1) beIng wholesale as well as 
retail, dea]eI"lI would require storerooms adjacent to the market." 

Having failed to obtain suitable designs in England, 
Mr .. }l~mel"son was commissioned to pl'epare one whioh was 
adopted. 
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The fruit and vegetable market was opened on 16th 
January ]861; the mutton and fish market was com­
pleted and opened in 1 S68; the beef market was opened 
in 1869. 

At a meeting held on ~6th April 1868, on the motion of 
D08sabhoy Framji Esql'., seconded by Captain Hancock, 
Mr. Crawford's name was associated with the Esplanade 
Market. 

The Null Bazaar Market was eompleted Rnd opened in 
November 1867. A similar building was completed and 
opened in December 1867 over the site of the vegetable 
market admeasuring 140 x 120=16800 square feet. It 
contained 384 stalls. 

The above two buildings at Null Bazaar then cost 
Rs. 1,86,000. The f'xtensioc. of ~he Erskine Road ¥arket 
by the addition 0: 175 stalls was sa.nctioned in 1887-88 
and the work completed at B heavy outlay. The Fort 
Market was constructed during 1867 on Municipal 
ground and contained leo sta~13. 

On the 1st January 18eG, the market dealers were called 
upon to pay rent for their stalls. The Bench had however 
decided that the right of occupancy (or the year was to be 
sold by auction. This decision gave great offence to 
the ma.rket dealars alld they resorted to a strike. 
In three days however the stril:e came to an end. The 
private Vegetable and Fruit Mluhet at :Bhuleshvar was 
burnt down in 1838. With the sanction of the Bench ihe 
site was purchased for the erection of a publio market. 
This market has since been improved by the erection of 
a New Market of larger diwanzions. 

The system of fraud and extortion carried on by ma.ny 
of the members of the Market Hnd Slaughter House e&ta­
blishment caine to ligM towards the eud of 1874. Two 
men, one R dismissed market peOD, the other a meat seller 
in the Market repol'ted to Mr. Pedder (the then Muni­
cipal Commissioner) what they knew of it. The 
information received from these men, was privately 
tested by MI', Sorabji N. Cooper and Mr. Edulji Rustomji. 
ks- soon as the Municipal Commissioner was convinced 
of the facts alleged, the matter was plaoed in the hallds 
of the Commissioner of Police. 
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, ''the <!harges grouped themselves undertlirEle' h&lids ...... 
Illicit exactions from the buto~er8 at the Bandorn Slaughter 
Houf;e,s for improperly plls~ing had meat, or by threats of 
~onr1emning good meat, similar exactions from tho butchers 
and d~tet1l'in Ule meat markets in Bombav ; Rnd exactions 
frota the various costerlllollgers, fish 8~ller8, and other 
petty deat~'rs in the Bomhay Markets who did not hold 
stalls at fixed rents, by threats of annoyance or under 
pretence ofshowin,g fa.vour. 
: Alth~\1gh of th~ existenoe of a general and or~anised 
system of fraud and extortion there was no doubt whatev.er, 
yet it WAS a matter of no small difficulty to bring home 'to 
ench of the accused the fact necessarv for his eonviction 
.of his having', at some particular tim; and place and from 
'Some particular person, illicitly exacted a particular 811m 

'Of money. This being so, the general success of the 
proseeu~ons was no doubt very satisfactory, and shows 
that the cases were got up with much care. Two over­
seers and live peous were tried before the Full Power 
Magistrate, Tannah; and 'of these men, five were convict­
ed and sentenced to various terms of imprisonment and to 
fine. Two overseers and 26 peons were charged before 
the seDiol' 'Magistrate and of these 18 were finally collvicted 
before the High Court. On taking up the enquiry, the 
Munieipal Commissioner suspended both Mr. Higgins (the 
Supel'intendent of the Markets) and Mr. Webb ( the 
Slaughter Eouse Superintendent). Nothing whatever 
came out against thpUl in the course of the l'oli(le investiga­
tivu whidl would have justified in their being lJlaced 
.before a Magistrate. A specilll departmental inquiry was 
however held to ascertain if they were in auy way 
implicated in the misconduct of their subordinatps. Tho 
result of this inquiry completely, exonerated both tile 
Suppl'intendents from any suspicion of dishonesty or of 
guilty complicity with their subordinates, not· wel'e they 
eu Ipa hly neglectful or careless in the discharge of their 
duties, but they reposed 'Undue coufidence ill plaullibJe 
subordiuates, an error for which they wet'e bodt punished 
by a long S\lspe!lsion and heavy loss of pay. 

On tlH:l night of January 28th,1888, the godowns iQ ~e 
compound of the Arthur Crawfor~ Mlll'kets Were burnt, 
tlie fire being probably due to careless bidi slUoking, 
tuough the e~&et cause was Dot discovered. The dl\Dl~ 

411 

Prosee\ltio~ 
of Market 
employes. 

Fire &t the 
Arthur Craw, 
£"1 d Market, 



AlBOO3iatin.; 
](r (''rawforcr. 
nAme with the 
Espl&llw 
llubt. 

Null Bazaar 
llarket. 

Fort Market. 

The first leV'f 
I)f 8tal1>ge 
f_ 

lIuket. etrike. 

The Bhuleeh· 
war Market. 

Extertlon b)' 
Market em. 
plo),eII 

480 

The fruit and vegetable market was opened on 16th 
January ]867; the mutton and fish market was com­
pleted and opened in 1868; the beef market was opened 
in 1869. 

At a meeting held on 26th April 1868, on the motion of 
Dossabhoy Framji Esqr., seconded by ()aptain HaDoock, 
Mr. Craw!ord'a Dame was associated with the Esplanade 
Market. 

The Null Bazaar Market was eompleted aDd opened iQ 
November 1867. A similar building was completed and 
opened in December 1867 over the site of the vegetablo 
market admeasuring 140 x 120=16800 square feet. It 
contained 384 stalls. 

The above two buildings at Null Bazaar then eost 
Rs. 1,86,000. Tha t'xtensioll of ~he Erskine Road ¥arket 
by the addition 0: 17 [) st&l1B was sanctioned in 1887-88 
and the work completed at a heavy outlay. The Fort 
Market was constructed during 1867 on Municipa.l 
ground and contained lCGstiLla. 

On. the 1st January 18~G, the market dealers were called 
upon to pay rent for their stalls. The Bench had however 
decided that the right of ocoupancy for the year was to be 
sold by auction. This decision gave great oft'eDce to 
the market dealars aLld they resorted to a strike. 
In three days howel'er the strike came to an end. The 
privat.e Vegetable and Fruit Mluket at Bhuleshvar was 
burnt down in 18038. With the sanction of the Bench the 
site was purcba!ed for the erection of a publio market. 
This market has Btnee 'been improved by the erection of 
a New Market of larger c!imenzions. 

The system of fraud and extortion carried on by many 
of the members of the 'Market find Slaughter House esta­
blishment callle to light towards the eud of 1874. Two 
men, one a dismissed market peon, the other a meat seller 
in the Market reported to Mr. Pedder (the then Muni. 
cipal Commissioner) what they knew of it. The 
information received from these men, was privately 
tested by MI". Sorabji N. Cooper and Mr. Edulji Rust.omji • 
.As, BOon as tile Municipal Commissioner was convinced 
of the facts alleged, the matter was plaoed in the bands 
gf the Commissioner of Police. 
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. "The ~barge8 ~rouped· themselves under, three' head'S-'­
I11icit exaotions from the hutol,lers at the Bandura Sla.ughter 
Hou"e$ for improperly passing had meat, or by threats of 
eomlemning good meat, similar exactions from the butchers 
and dMlert!l in the meat marketfl in Bombav; nnd exactions 
from the. various costerlllongers, fish s~llers, and other 
petty deal(1'rs in the Bombay Markets who did not hold 
stalls at fixed rents, by threats of aunoyance or under 
pretence of showing favour, 
Alth~"gh of th~ exis-tence of a general and or~anised 

system of fraud and extortion there was no doubt whatever, 
v~t it Wlls,amatter of no small difficulty to bring home'Oto 
~ach of the accused the fact necessary for his conviction 
of his having, at some particular time and place and from 
'Some particular person, illicitly exacted a pal,ticular sum 
of money. This being so, the general success of the 
prosecu~ons was no doubt very sa'isfaotory, and shows 
that tbe cases were got up with much cltre. Two over~ 
seers and live peous were fried before the FuU Power 
Magistrate, Tannah; and of these men, five were convict~ 
<ad and sentenced to various terms of imprisonment and to 
fine. Two overseers and 26 peons were charged before 
the senior Magistrate and of these 18 were finally convicted 
before the High Court. On taking up the enquiry, the 
MUD~ipal Commissioner suspended both Ml', Higgins (the 
Superintendent of the Markets) and Mr. Webb ( the 
Slaughter Bouse Superintendent). Nothing whatever 
(lame out against thpUI in the course 'Of the l'oli(le investiga­
tiou which would have justified in their being I,laoed 
,before a Mngistl'ate, A special departmental inquiry was 
however held to a~ertain if they were in allY way 
implicated in tbe misconduct of their subordinatpl'l. The 
result 'Of this inquir'Y completely, eXDnerated both the 
ooperinteudents from any suspicion of dishonesty or 'Of 
guilty complicity with their subordinates, nDl' wel'e they 
cu Ipft bly neglectful or careless in the discharge of t4eir 
duties, but they reposed 'Undu~ confidence iu plausible 
lSubordillates, an error for which they were both punished 
by a lOllg suspension and heavy loss of pay. 
. On the night 01 January 28th.1888, the god()wns iq '-he 
cO~JrlQund of the Arthur CrawfDrp. Mll)'kets Wl'l'e burnt, 
th~ fire being probably due to carel~ss hidi sllIokiug, 
though the exact cause was not discov~l'ed. The ,d,lUU~ 
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age' to the Yunicipality flmounted- to about Rs: 81,000 
which amount the Corporation sanctioned for the I'e .. 

construction o( tbe building. 
In regard to the purchasE! of the site of tile Moombadevi 

Vt>getahle Market, the following discussiou took place :­
Mr. Crawford moved---
"1'hat tile Commissioner be authorised to purC!balJe from 

Vennyekro.o JU!!'g'ollstlljee 8unkerflet, El!q., the site of the 
Moombadavee Vegetable Market recf'ntly (Jestroyed by fire, 
measuring 588 square yards, at Rs. 75 per square yard, totul 
price Rs. 44,100 "nd to erect thereon a ve:.retahle market at an 
estima.ted COE-t of Rs. 20,9(10, in all Rs. 65,000, ;lI'd that the said 
8um be rnis"d in addition to the market loan so.uctioned at tbe 
late Budget Meeting." 

The motion was secouded by Dr. Birdwood and carried 
(26-4-68. ) 

The MazR.l!on Marl.et waS constructed to moet the 
wants of tile residents of that locality. It cost Rs,. 37,000 
or therpabonts and was lIaIDed after Mr. Pedder.the theu 
Municipal Commissioner. 

A petit.ion rlnted 20th January was rend by the Clerk of 
tbe Peace with regard to sheep-selling ill Bombay. The 
petitioners set forth, that for more than fifty years the Esplanade 
had been the seat of their sheep market in the city. In ]861 
they received nn order to remove it to Ryculla, and quietly 
did so; and on receiving a similar order within a yesr, Ihey 
removed it to Eandor". But tllis was so far distan~ from 
tbe city, that the petitioners suffered grea~ loss by the wall~ 
of customers, and Ulen, too, further loss was occasiolled by con­
sumers going to Balldora, and purchasing sheep from thoss who 
hrought them thither. 'l'herefore, the petitioners made a strong 
ftppeal to the Commissioner, thllt he wOllld protect the business 
tbey bad erljoyed for the last fifty years, nnd thus secure to him­
self I he blessings of tlJem alld their families far ever and ever. 

This had Leell uthlressed to the Municipal Commissioner. 
Dr. Hewlett replied to the following effect :-" 'rhat their flock of 
sbeep were found to he n lIuisll.nce 011 the gsplanade. and accord­
ingly the authorities directed that 110 more sLeep should be 
grazed there. The petitioners were not ordered 01' told to go to 
Byculln-tbey were advised to go to B!l.IHJora, or where there 
was abundance of room for them, 'nnd wbere the Imtchers, wllo 
used to purchase from them, were eropl(}yed. They chose them· 
selves to stay at ByculJa., hoping to sell to mallY persons whQ 
kiV privately in their hOllses and were liallle to a heuvy punish­
ment for doing 60. He hoped tbey IIad Buffered 10B8, Blld that 
they would yet suffer more 10SB for encoura~ing people to break 
the lsw. 'fhe sheep ho.kkn or market was, as they verI well 
knew, held at BaudOIn, and they should go there." . 
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Another petition was read, dated 6th February, addressed 
to the Bench of J IIstices, ill which the petitioners stated the same 
case, and added, that they usea to sell sheep on the Esplanade, 
Bnd at Byculla, to private individuals for religious or domestic 
cerem'OlIies, and not to any butcllers. They submitted that no 
Duisance WRS thereby produced, nor, as they believed, ha.d allY 
complaillt-bean.lodged by the neighbonring inhabitants. 'l'hey 
concluded hy praying the Bench to allow them to sell sheep at 
Byculln, on receiving a. fee of one anna per sheep, instead of 16 
pies for 20 sheep, as formerly. 

A report on this petition by Dr. Hewlett to the President,of 
the Finance Committee, was next read. This stated, that the 
Commissioner, ilad on his representati'On rliscouTaged the practice 
of selling live sheep alld goats at Byculla, alld that since the 
removal of t.he siaugflter-hol1ses to Bandora, an immense amount 
of pri vate slaughtering, which it WD.S impossible to prevent by 
other measures, had beon gOing 'On in the town, on the plea that 
they were to ue used in ceremonies. He admitted the loss to the 
butchers, and stated that the returns showed a falling off of 70,898-
sbeep dQring the year ended 31st December 1867, which would 
represent a sum of Rs. 4,399-15; but he tb'Ought this ]oss should 
not stalld agaiust such a step, for the health of the people, as 
that taken by tbe Commissioner. All persons, he addeu, who 
wished to buy sheep 01.'" goats for religious rites or domeslio 
ceremonies were allowed to do so on 'he ground at Ba.udora, on 
payment of the usual fee. 

Another petition had been sent on the 24th of February pray­
ing, that as sheep or goats could not be got every day at Bando· 
ra. some person should be allowed to keep 300 or 400 at BycuUa 
f.or sale, for religious and ceremonial purposes ollly. 

A report by Dr. Hewlett, in reply to thi3, strongly objected 
to such a privileg-e, but said that at the great (~lI.sts that could 
as hitherto be allowed, as for instance, at the late Buckd Eed, 
when 5,000 sheep and goats were brought in with the Com­
missioner's permission, and sold within the three days of the 
Etld, 

Mr. A. T. Crawford (the Municipal Commissioner) moved.­
.. That the petitions, and reports of Dr. Hewlett thereoth 

oomplaining of the Municipal COInmissioner not allowing the 
petitioners to sell sheep at Byculla, be recorded." 

The whole ma.tter, ho said, had been considered by the 
Finance Committee of' the Belich at great length, and they had 
resolved-" That the petition be l'Iubmitted to the Bench wi~b 
an expression at the cO'lcurrence of tho Sta.nding Committee in 
the oourse adopted by the Municipa.l Commissioner with a view 
t.o discourage the slaughter of sheep in Bombay." No illegal 
8tepa had been taketl by Dr. Hewlett or himself in this matter. 
th~y bad simply insisted that, if people wanted to enjoy the 
pl"l'vilege~! IiIlaughteriog a. large Dumber of' sheep daily, they 



should 'go ont. to Sandor ... OO purcbase tilelll, ' ... lt~e , s1t$8pWfCI'8 
usually sold to the batehers. There was • certaiu number of 
butchers who were even now trying to kiok againet , t~ 
prroks. and to over~ome the arrangemellts tbn.t bad been 
made. The practice of slaugbtering in private houses was 
a most serious matter, and there was &v«y reaBOl\ to believe 
that two, or three, or four hundred were 1I1n.ngptered nightly 
in that manner. This really could not he tvle,ated, aDd ac­
cordingly measures ha.d been taken which would Jead , to ;,the 
abolition of this private slaughtering. If anybody tbougld he 
was suffering from illegal measures, lIe bad hiB remedy. 

Dr. Birdwood seconded the motion, ~nd expressed a willh 
that the reading of Buch pet.itions in fUlure might' be done aw~y 
with. Nearly an hour had been spellt in reaaing the doeu­
ments about this mat~er, and certainly the Justicos ha.d derived. 
DO edifioation. 

Dr. Hewlett mentioned that doring the qOllrter ending 31&t 
March ]868. 13.620 more sbeep were slaughtered at Bandora 
than doring the corresponding period of the previous year. 
'l'bat represented a sum of Rs. Sol-or Ra. 3.400 anli'ually­
received by the Municipality .. At present about Ii hundred sheep 
were allowed to be brought in., and slaughtered nighMy in the 
~own. Bnd that was quite as many as the Municipality &bould 
allow to be slaughtered in private houses, but more- &ban thal 
number would be allowed. if required. 

Captain Henry thonght it hard tbtt.t sheep should not be 
allowed to be purchased in Bombay, but quite agreed that Uley 
abould not be alaughtered in town. 
, Mr. Crawford-We don't interfere with them. wben they 
purchase sheep in Bombay, if they can fiud anybody to sell 
them: 

The motion was here carried. 
Captain Henry-Do I uuderstand tha.t there is no ob;jeetioD 

it> selling sheep at ByculJa? 
Mr. Crawford-We can't prevent it. ,_ 
Dr. Hewlett- They must first pay their fee at Bandora, 'ana 

the Kbeep lDU8t be inspected if they wish to slaughter in the 
10wn. 

Captain Henry-Is there a law tbat they mast pay Ciheir fed 
before they bring them to Bombay? 

Dr. He1t'leit-That is the Question. . 
Captain Heury-I suppose you are bringing a presenre to bea~ 

upon theIll without a.Dy legal power to do it '1 
Dr. Bewleli--No, 1 don't say that. (Laaghter.) 

(26-4-1868.) 
~he Delisle Road Sheep Market has now, b~en. iti 

eX:Jstence for mall! years, and the seiling of sheep ia 
permitted ihereat. 
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The Q1b Colllmiuee Of t.be StandiJJg (JommittAe which 
was_appointed on 25th July 1894, recommended the build­
ing of a market a~joining ~he Pa.rel Station B. B. & C. I. 

. nanway or on a slte south of Fergusson Road. 
Eventually a market was erected near the Parel 

Railway Station and i.s called the Fergusson Road Market. 

On the 3rd May ] 899, the Committee of the Corpora­
tion recommended the building ,M a 'mark~t on a. suitable 
site near Elphinetolle Rood. On the 15th June IH99, 
the Corporatio:Q. approyed of th~ report but D() market 
has yet been built on that site. 

A proposal to close the' Foras Road. Market was reject­
ed by the Corporation on 13th February 1900. 

A proposal to construct a market at Chowpati was con­
sidered by the Corporation :in.. 1896 but !lothing definite 
has yet 'been settled. 

The pay of the Clerk of the Committee of Markets for 
21 months i. e. from Janua.ry 1809 to September 1810 
was Rs. 630 or at the rate of Rs. 30 per mensem. 

The pay of the Superintendent of Markets in Hl02 is 
.Ra. 600+Rs. 60 as allowance with a. personal allowance 
of Ra. 100 per mensem and free quarters. The present" 
Superintenden\Lis Mr. Douglas Bennett. Mr. H. Holmes 
and Mr. L. W:Michael have on occa.!:Iions acted,as Super­
intendent of Markets during the absenoe of Mr. Bennett 
on leave. 

Under the supervision of Major William Brooks in the 
year 1794 the erection of a mutton market place in the 
Town, was sanctioned at a cost of Rs. 2,940":1 quarter 
and 14 reas. 

There are at present ala.rge number of public and 
private markets in the city, of whi«;!h the Arthur Crawford 
Market and the ErSkine Roa.d M~rket are the most impor-' 
tant. ." , .' 

'llbe total a.'IDount. of 8taUages fr~m the .different Mnnicipal 
lDarkets, reetvera.ble every q,nartei' or nali-yelll' . under the~ 
terms of seOUoD 4(/1. (a) and ~c) at· the oj>eowi of tb~l'ear. 

FergtlA8'>n 
Bond Market . 

SupAri BAg 
Road .Market. 

Foras Road 
Market. 

Chnot>ati 
Market. 

Pay of the 
clerk of Mild"' 
kets. 

The ola 
Mutton Mar. 
ket in th", 
Town. 



Stallnge Fee9, 

Number of 
Stalls in the 
Municipal 
M.arketa. 
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1898-9 amounted to Rs. 47,205 against Re. 47,512 at the clo.ing 
of that year 'J'be iollowin!{ is the ,statement :-

Na.mes of Markeh, 

Colaba Market •• .. . . .. 
J<'ort do. ., .. .. ., 
A . C. Fruit & Vegetable !rhrket .. 

Do. Fi.h aDd Mutton do. .. 
Do. Mutton Market (new) .• .. 
Do. Beer Market .. .. .. 

GO'lowu. .. ... .. . . 
Puwl rOOlOS .. .. .. .. 

.. . . .. .. .. .. .. . . .. . . .. " . . . . .. .. 

Rentl perquarter Rents per quar­
.... "ppeariDg a, tM' /III ·appearinl 

the openiug lot the olooil111 
of tbe year of t.be ,.ear 

1898·99. 1898·'9. .. 

RII, RAt. 
805 80S 

4,678 4,688 
1',5'2 U,Ci42 
2,6H 2,6U 

94; 941 
2,528 2,6:H 
1,tl28 1,6li3 

825 852 
Erskine Road Fruit Rnd Vugeta.ble Mnrket (olrl) .. 6,2l!3 6,283 

Do. do. do. <10. (DeW) .. 2,503 2,4\,2 
Do Mutwu Market .. 

Jlhul"Khwar do. .. 
redder do. .. 
Fora. Road 00. .. 
Pork do. .. 
DeLisle Hoad Sheep do. . , 
}'ergu."u Road do. .. 

Names of M:.rketa. 

ColRbr. Market .. .. . . 
Fort Market .. .. .. .. 
A. C. Fruit "un Vegetnble Market . 
Do. Fish .,ml ~nttoD M"rke~ .. 
Do. Mnt.t •• n ~arket (llew) .. 
Do. Beef Mark.et •• .. .. 

GOdOWDS .. .. .. .. 
Fowl rooms •• .. .. .. 
Etllkine Road Fruit aud Vege· 

table Market (old) ., .. 
Do. do. (new) •• 
Do. Mutton M Brket .. 

Bliooloshwal' do. .. 
Pedder do. .. 
}<'Otas Road do. .. 
Pork do. . . 
DeTAsie Road Sheep do. . . 
FergullOD Road do. .. 

.. .. .. .. .. .. 

., .. .. .. .. .. .. -. 
Total 

TotAl 
number of 

stl<lla. 

70 
265 
563 
119 

68 
77 

29 
29 

426 
128 
114 
162 

40 
68 

2 

60 

28 

. . 2.5~O 2,530 .. 8,395 3,232 . . 46' 464 .. 845 845 . . HlO )()() .. S,~70 8,57() .. .... 421 

.. """47.2O;-I--n,5i2 

Average nllmber 
of ot .. lls en tirel y 
""cant in elLCh 
quartet duriug 

1898·99. 

31" 
61 
48 
47 
15 

Oue stall WI\B va· 
cant in th~ lot 
quarter a.nd one iu 
the IWlt q uaJter 

87 
61 
~l 
54 
11 
3' .... 

.... 
O .. ly ODe 'stall "'IV' 

vacaut in I""t 
quarter. 

R..marko. 

Rev~ collected 
half·yearly. 

Rent collected 
yearly. 

Ren t oollected 
ha.lf·yearlJ' • 
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SIJAUGH'fER HOUSES. 

Early iJl the year 1866, sanf}tion was obtained to the 
Temova.l of the slaughter houses to Bandora, and to the 
running of a daily meat train. A measnre long 
needed, and strenuously opposed up to the 1a8t by the 
entire butcher fraternity. 

The MunicipRlity had to bear in mind the following 
among other points:-

., ThAt the cammatterees and others actualJy employed 
in slaughtering must. have lines on the ground. That 
there must be Rtanding room under cover for at least 3 
days supply of live cattle for Bombay. 'fhat there must 
be space for the bi-weekly fairs of live stool.. '1'hat thero 
lHust be abundnnce of water. That there mn~t be every 
convenie.nce for live cattle to r~ach tbe ground by rail. 
That to ensure speedy transit to Bombay the siding for 
the meat train 'should be so close to the slaughter houses 
as to admit of the meat being loaded from them at once 
into the meat vans. That the prejudices of the Hindu 
Communities should in no way be offended. '1'hese pre­
judices showed themselves at every step and in most 
trivial detail. For instance not only was it necessary 
that the mutton and beef should be slaughtered under 
separate roofs and in distinct buildings, bnt the blood 
and drainage from the beef slaughter house could not be 
allowed to pass even in an underground sewer past the 
mutton slaughter house. Again beE'ides a wall dividing 
tbe two yards, it was imperative that it should not be' 
possible to see from the mutt,on yard and building into 
thB beef slaughter house; and the mutton and beef must 
go in sepal'ate vans, the buffer3 of which must not even 
touch each other, ( a separate train was even delllanded) 
Ilnd on arrival in Bombay, the mutton and beef must not 
see each other, but carried away to the market by dif­
ferent routes and a sepRl'at~ gang of coolies be employed 
to cleanse each slaughter house." . 

By adopting the radial plan, Mr. Aitken had been able 
to meet all these aifficlllti~s. A siding which un in 
from the Bandora ~tat;on, bifurcated in two sidings-one 
to the west. being the live stock siding and platform, the 
other to the east the meat siding. In the spa.ce bet· 

Prejudices 
regarlimg the 
Slallghter OJf 
animals. 

The meat 
tra.in 6ervico. 



The butchers' 
.trike. 

Wtl~n tbe two w.ere the tttutton and b'eer'ahd commissariat 
Bla.lIght~r houses, bnilt on ,the line and along the curve, 
wi~h their resp.ective yards in rear. , ".,. , ' 

Cattle arriving by the main 'entrance were landed on 
the live stacie platform, passed at once jDto the lar,ge 
open spa.ce nsed for the hnkkas or fairs. ~nd were ,afiel4 
wa.rda passed into the large standing shoos on e~h ,si9,e 
Qf the c{3ntrru road. The Inspector's sentry bo~ WJtB 

between the two gates to the slaughter bouses and sheep 
or cattle were theredllily inspected and passed for 
slaughter be.fore entering the slaughter, house. yards. 
'l'hey were tied up in the yard uIftiI required, and the 
carcases being prepared were at once carried through 
the east doorway, and hung up in the meat vans ~long­
side. The train having been onc~' made up was bot 
altered. The mutton vans were separated from the beef 
vans by three third class carriages, in which only those 
.molies travelled who were needed for carrying' meat to 
the market after arrival in Bombay. 'fhe ~ train left 
Dandora about 3 A. M. and reached Bori Bunder a.bout 4 
A. M. At the temporary siding at Bori Bunder, screens 
again separated the mutton from the beef vans. 

Vehar water had been laid from Mahilll over the 
ca.usewav into the slaughter houses and to tUIj etsnding 
sheds. The buildings were designed by Mr. Aitken. 
They are neat, plain, substantial buildings well suited 
in every way to the purpose for which they are used. 
All these buildings were erected by l-Jessrs. Wells and 
Glover, Contractors. 

The slaughter house was first used ,<1n the night of 
the 19th February 1867 and the first meat train reached 
Bori Bunde.· the following morning at 4-45 A. M. 

The Butchers gave a great deal of trouble on "arions 
occasions. In the fitst place with a view to frighten the 
Municipality into a change of pla.n they endeavoured to 
excite the fes:-8 of the :amdua by spreading gross false­
hoods reg,ardmg the arrangements for the conveyance 
of the meat. Many ignorant persons actually abstained 
fr(}m eating meat, believing tbat it had been defiled. 
Finding thei~ profits affected by this 'result, the mutton 
butchers then tried a. strike in A-Jarch 1867, ,but fortu· 
nately thf} Municipality obtained timely information, 
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and were almost immedia.tely prepared with butchers 
and sheep. This strike was thus soon ended, but; 
there was another general strike of the butchers," which 
resulted in their complete discomfiture and bumiliatioD_ 
'rhe faet is these people had been treated with excessive 
consideration, their profits were enormouS, and the trade 
being in th-e bands of a few men, they had a mistaken 
idea. of their power. 

'rhe result of the strike was the following petitions 
from the beef and muUon butchers:-

BEEF BUTCHERS' PETITION • 
•• We. the beef butchers of Bombay, now humbly beg pll1"don 

nf the commn nity at largf', and of the Municipal Buthorities, for 
the l'eCE!'Ilt and former strikes. We hereby, one and ail, pr<lmise 
that. nothing ()f the kind ~b~ occur agai~,. and as a ~a~erial 
guarantee we hel'eby depOSit w'lth the MUUlclpal COmmlt~SlOner 
the sum of 5000 rupees, which wo are willing to have ftlrieite.1 
for the bonefit of the Municipal Fund, sbould there ever again be 
a strike, or any attempt to oppose the decisions of the Worship-
1u] Hench of Justicps, or to break throngh the conditions herein­
alter agreed to. We beg that this snm may be deposited in the 
names of WuiIa bin Mahomed Bnd Maboob Buhimon. and'I'azoo 
Ka.la who 011 our behalf, will draw the in terest at the rate of 1) 

per ceDt. per arm II ill. We all agree to the following cOllditions 
now imposed by the MUllicipal C6mmisBioner viz:-

.. That ench butcher shall register his own name a.nd that of 
el\ch partner in the office of the Hea.lth Officer, aud shall taka 
out a" license for each year on payment to the Municipal Fund 
of a fee of Rs. 15 for each man. 

0( That the •• Hukh .. or markt!t for cattle shall be hetd nt Ban­
dura within the Municipal enclosure, and at no other place • 

.. Thnt thirty five (85) train tickets only shall be issued free fOJ: 
the Halkuries employed by us. rl'his number to be reduced 
when tile new beef market is completed and the meat siding 
brought up to it.. That butchers and Cammattrees travelling by 
the meat train shall pay for their own tickets • 

... That the following men who had stood by the Municipality 
dUI·ins our strike shall obtaiu a lieense free, and shall occupy a 
stall for one year OIl pa.yment of a nominal fee of one pie only • 

.. Na.mes :-LaH Hosein, Mahomed Cassim, Haji Habib Shaik 
Russool, Chan MahQmed Noor M&hoUJed. 'l'ajoo li08heill, Currilll 
M ~homed Tajoo ILnd Tajoo Moorad • 

.. That in t.h~ eveut of ,disobedience of the tlrders Qf the Munici­
pal COIl1missioner or the Health Officer, the offenders license· /;0 
slaughter. shall be Hable to be cancelled, and he himself ejected. 
fr.olo the MunieipsJ Markets. forfeiting all feBS or l'ents pa.id by 
lU,J;l1:' 
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MUTTON HUTCHERS' PETITION. 

ee Wfl the mutton butchers of.Bombay, now humbly bep: pardon 
of the comlllunity nt large, alld of the Municipa.l Rnthol'ities, for 
the recent lind former strikes. We hereby, one nnd nil, promise 
tbat nothing of tbe kind shall occur agn.in, Rnd a8 a material 
fluarantee we hereby deposit with the Municipal Commissioner 
the sum of Rs. 5000, which we are willillg to have forfeited for 
the benefit of the Municipal Fund should there ever agaill be 1\ 

strillP, or all V attelOpt to oppose the decisions of the Worshipful 
Bench of Justices, or to break through the conditiarrs hereinafter 
agreed to. We beg that thig SUIIl ma.\' be depOzlited ill the names 
of Nuthoo SoolbB Patel, lioosein Chanrioji, 800bnn Balaji, and 
Dorabji Horlllusji, who, on our behalf, will dl'ilW the interest at 
the rate of 5 pel· cent. per annum. We a!freE.> tl) the following 
conditions now imposed b'y the Mnnicipal Commissioner viz :-

I, 1. That each bntcher shall register his own name 
and that of each partner in 'the office of the Health Officer, 
and s]lall take Ollt a license for each year 011 payment to 
the Municipa.l Fund of a fee of (5) five rupees lor each . 
mlln. 

"2. That the" Huhh" or market for sheep shall be 
held at Bandora. within the Mnnicipal euclosure. and at 
no Otllf"· place. 

"3. That (75) seventy five train tickets shu.ll be issued 
free for the llnlkaries employed by us. 'l'his number to 
be reduced when the nflW market iB completed nnd the 
moat siding brought up to it. 

II 4. That butchers and cammaUeries travoIling hy 
tbe meat train shall pay for their own tickets. 

"5. 'I'hat the following men who have stood by the 
Mnnicipality during our Bhik~, shall obtain a licellse free, 
and shall occupy a stall for one year on pay Ulent of Ilo 

neminal fee of ol1e pie only; Lllximon Mllliba, Gnnpnt 
Luximoll, Pallonji Rustomji, Cowl\sji Dossl1bhoy, and Taj 
Mabomcd Pothan. 

"6. That ill the event of disobedience of the orders of 
the Mnniciplli Commissioner or of the llealth Officer, t!Ja 
offender's license to slaughter shall be lillhle to be can­
celled, and he himself ejected from the Municipal Mar­
kets, 10rfeiting all fees or re/lts paid by him." 

On the first night of t.he riots of 1893, the butcherfl 
~truck, and refused to kill. Mr. Douglas Bennett the 
present Superintendent of Markets, on hearing of the 
strike proceeded to Dandora. at about 10 P. M. and witl1 
gieut determination, made them proceed with the work 
of slaughtering and dressing. with the" result that there 
was no interruption of tite meat supply to the City next 
morning. 
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Mr. Acworth the then Municipal Commissioner for 
the City of Bombay has placed au records to the effect 
that the City was particularly indebted to him (Mr. Dou­
glas Bennett) for the continuance of its food supply during 
that critical period. 

In the riots of 1898 the ingenuity and courage of 
:Mr. Bennett was again conspicuously brought into promi­
neuce. Every industry and trade ill the City was 
hl'ought to a dead lock for some days and threats were 
hourly held out to the dealers of lI.BSRult unless they 
closed their stalls. As in the riots of 189380 in the riots 
of 1898 on the Bame night and about the same hour the 
butchers again struck. On this occasion Mr. Bennett 
proceeded at about 9 P. M. with a non-commissioned officer 
and about a dozen men of native infantry, and on his teach­
ing the men a sound lesson the work of slaughtering was 
aaain proceeded with and the meat supply arrived in Bom­
b~y almost at the usual time. The most tr,ying time was 
t,he first and second years of the plague epidemic. The 
dealers and all the market trader a became thoroughly 
panio stricken, and were wanting to flee from Bombay, 
and notwithstanding these tremendous odds against 
which Mr. Bennett had to contend, the dealers and stan 
holders were persuaded to remain and go on with their 
calling. 

011 the !anel acquired for the Slaughter-houses at 
Bandora stood the picturesque ruins of the old Jesuit 
Colle!:;e which was visited by Dr. Fryer in 1672, who thus 
desorihed the placo :-

.. Upon these shores it was noi long before I was employed to 
wait on the Father Superior of the NOl·th, a learued man, and a 
Spaniard by nation, of the order of the Jesuits. 

" 1'he President commanded his own balooll (a barge of state 
of two and twenty oafS) to a.ttend me and one of the Council to 
compliment the FlLther on the Island of Canorein, parted from 
l!ombaim by a. stream half a. mile broad. N ea.r OUf I a.nding-place 
stood a College, not inferior to the building. 1101' much unlike 
those of our Universities, iJelonging to the Jesuits here, more 
commonly called PauliHtines (Wh!J<l6 visitor was now my patient). 
who live here vety Bumptuollsly, the greatest part of the Isla.nd 
being theirs. Our entm-tainment was truly noble and becoming 
the gravity of the society. After I had done my duty 'the 
Fathers a.ccompanied us' to the barge. Afore the College gate 
stood 1\ large Cross thwack'd full of young blacks singing vespers. 
'fbe tQWU is large, the h-Quaes tiled; it is called llandola.. A~ 

TIle Hist,ory 
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our departure they gave us seven gans. which they hltVe plRnt. 
ed ill front of their College for· their OWll defence; besides tlttly 
are fitted wi~h good store {)of small a1"DlS. 

"In the middle of the river we had flo pleasant prospect. ou 
bol.h sides. On Bandora. side the College, the 'rown, the Qhurcb 
of St.. Andrew a mile beyond, and npon the hill that pointed to 
the sea the Aquada, Blol'kboase, sud a Church i OD the other 
side the Church of Maijm with other handsome Ituildings:' 

The following table shows for five yellrs the IlUmber Df 
animals slaughtered at the Bandora Slaughter·houses Rnd 
in Bombay for Publio and Commissariat cODsumption ex­
clusive of the local supply to Bllndol'a :-

1894·95 ••• 
1895-96 .•• 
1890-97-.. 
1897-98 .•• 
1898-99 ... 

Year, 

35,614 
38,296 
39,659 
38661 
42:254 

5]4,753 
521,731 
474,469 
588,860 
571,023 

871 
• 821 

619 
614 
577 

The following statement shows the number of animals 
taken from the Municipal Slaughtel'-houses for private 
slaue:hter during the past five years:-

1894-95 ••• 
1895-96 .•• 
1896-97 ... 
1897-98 .. , 
1898-99, •. 

Yeall, jHorned C:>ttle,/ 

250 
823 
358 
12~ 
295 

Sheep" Goat&. 

32,643 
30.731 

&,406 
6,381 
9,200 

On the 8th December, 1887, the Butchers petitiooed 
the Corporation that the conveyance of meat by 
bullock Vans may be abandoned and the former system 
of meat conveyance by railway be returned to. 

'rhe Acting Municipal Commissioner, in his letter 
No. 2735, of 1889 reported thereon as Wlder:-

SIB,-In reply to the Town Council's Resolution No. 1961, of 
4th Jl!n\lAl"Y 1688,1 have Uw bonolK to sta'e ~ha_ thel"G .~O 
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gt'eat difficulties in the way of.. satisfactory solution of the 
Dlarket meat question. , 

2. A shed for the goats and sheep has been wanti.ng for 8 
or 9 years past, and thougb desirable. there ia of course no 
speciaJIy urgent reason for undertaking it at once. I have 
asked the Engineer to prepare aD estimate of the cost, and I 
choOse a site. few days ago iu ease it. were decided' to go to 
the expense of erecting one. 

3. The question of bringing in the meat by train is R very 
difficult one. and has been engaging the attent.ion of botb 
Mr. Ollivunt and myself fDr some years past. 

4. The difficulties consist in-
lst.-The expense. as it is probable that oarriage by rail will 

be more expensive than the present system though certainly 
preferable to it. 2nd.-'rhe neoessity for running the train 
partly on the B. B. & O. 1.. and partly 00 the G. I. P. Railway 
BO as to reach Bod BandaI'. 3rd.-'l'he difficulty in obtaining 
a meat siding anywhere near the Arthur Crawford Market and 
the high price to be paid for it. 

5. I ~m, however, iQ active correspondenoe both with the 
RailwayCompanies on the subject of the haulage and with 
Government on the subject of land for a meat tra.in siding. 

Till all these points are settled, no scheme can be definitely 
brought forward, and the butchers should be informed that 
Ilothing can he done for some time to come.-I have, &0., 
F. L. ()HARLES. Acting MUllicipal Commissioner. 

The Town Council forwarded the Commissioner's 
lotter to the Corporation with the expression of their 
concurrence thertlwith. 

On the 30th July 1888, the Corporation passed the 
following resolution thereon :-

Proposed by Colonel Merewhether seoonded by J. R. 
Duxbury, Esq.-

" That, in reply to their petition dated 8th December 
No. 8523. 1887, Messrs. Noor Mahomed Patel Ebruhim 

. Mohidin and other butchers and dealers 
carrying on business at Bandora, be informed that there 
I1re difficulties in the way of bringing meat into the 
Markets from Bandora. by Railway as the trains would 
have to run over both the B. B. & C. I. and the G. L P. 
Lines of R8ilway~ and because it would be difficult to 
obtain a site for a meat siding near the Arthur Crawford 
Markets. • 

" That for some time to come, therefore, in any case 
Do-thing can be dODe in the matter. 
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It That the question of shed accommodation· is under 
the Town Council's consideratiou." 

Carri,d. 
Considered_Letter from the Commissioner, No. 7186, 

dated the 26th June 1899:-
If I have the honour to state tltat the Col1t'etor of Thana, 

under his letter No. 5128 of the 15th July 1897, informed me 
that Government have determined to resume the grounrl a\ 
Bandora leased to the Mnnicipality for groBing cattle brought 011 
the Handora. Fa.ir g-roulld by sheep dealers under a }ea88 da.ted 
the 81st January ]873, alld thnt the lease eIpired with the e.J:. 
piry of the original Survey Settlement of the 8alsette Taluka in 
1892, and since that date the Bombay Municipality have merely 
beld the Jand B8 tellants·at-will of Government, Bnd added: • 1 
Rccordingly by direction hereby give notice to the Municipality 
that its tenancy will cease and the land be resumad by Govern. 
ment on the 31st January 1898; the Bombay Municipality is at 
liberty to make proposals regarding the rest of the IR8d if i' de­
sires to retain any part of it: 

"2. Correspondence haB since been going on with the Collec­
tor, and it is now ascertailled that the area available to be leased 
is 4150 acres or thereabouts, south of the 'I'ulsi Duct and wesi of 
the ritle rangt!s. 

"3. As tbe A'found is necessarily required by tbe Municipa­
lity, I propose to re-lease it on the following conditions, anJ re­
quest tbe necessary sanction of the Corporation :-

... (I). 'fhat the lellBe shall extend to the end of tbe preeent 
settlement • 

.. I (2). That the Municipality shall pay rent to Governmeflt, 
at the rate of Re. 1 per acre per annum BS before. 

II • (3). That the Mnnicipality shall at any time give up 
pO!'lsession of any portion of tlle Innd required for public pal­
poses on a sis. months' notice being given to them: " 

Proposed hy Nanabhai N. Katrak, Esq., seconded by 
Haji Yoosof Haji Esmail, Esq.- > 

., That, as applied for by the Commissioner in his 
N 1 5 letter No. 7136, dated the 26th June 1899, 

o. 4 3. sanction be given to re.lease, from Govern-
ment, 450 acres of ground at Bandora at a rent of Re. 1 
per annum per acre, the I ease extending to the end of 
the present- Survey Settlement of the 8alsette Taluka~ 
ana the Municipality agreeing to give up at any time poe· 
session of any portion of the land required for public pur­
poses on six months' notice being given to them:' 

Carritd. (lOth Augusl 1899). 




