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REPORT.

No. 31.
To J. THOMASON, ESQHIRE,
SkcreTARY To Goveaxmest, N. W, P,

Agra.
Sir,

I have, since Officiating Commissioner of Ajmere, through vari-
ous communications, official, demi-oflirial and oral, been reguired to
report on the working of our administration in this district, in all
departments, duriug the period of our rale, and on the present condi-
tion of the province. But the magnitnde of the subject required far
greater time, than I had, to apply to if, until my daties at Joudhpore
were completed ; and the duties of this office are, at all times, of a na-
ture to prevent the Agent to the Governor Generdl for the affairs of
Rajpootana, from giving much of his undivided attention to his
duties of Commissioner.

2. Thave, however, latterly applied mysclf to this work, and endca-
voured, through free and unreserved communication with all classes of
the peaple, by personal ebservation, prticularly in a recent tour of the
district, and by a diligent stady of the records of the last twenty-two
years, to qualify myself for this iateresting and important duty. When
1 say that my notes on these records fill sinty-nine sheets of foolscayy
paper, 1 trust thag I shall be considered not to have been wanting in
attention to this part of the subject.

3. It will be difficult to bring the matter under the eonsideration
of Government in a shape, in which those concerned in general admi-
A
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nistration would either huve time or patience to attend to. ButI
shall divide the subject into different Letters, so that each portion will
be entirely separate from the other.

The first letter will treat of the Khalsa administration of the dis«
trict.

The second, of the Istumraree.

The third, of the Jagheers,

The fourth, of the Customs, in addition to the information furnish-
ed through my letter of the 6th of July.

Reserving, as a distinct subject for separate Reports, the Judicial
system as established by us, and the proposed Code of Rules.

4, T am aware that this may appear to be requiring more atten-
tion to the ad:ninistratioP of affairs in this small district, than wonld
seem to belong tu this matter, interesting although it must always be
on the minutest scale. But I am aware too, that far greater import-
ance is attached to the isolated province of Ajmere, than belongs to
the territorial possession, consisting of only 81 Khalsah towns and
villages, 218 Istumraree towns and villages, and 55 Jagheer towns and
villages, and yielding us altogether a land revenue of above three lakhs,
and a customs revenue of half a lakh. It stands in the midst of the
Rajpootana principalities, themselves perhaps the most interesting
communities in India, gives us our footing as sovereigns in the land
amongst them, and affords them an example of either good or bad go-
vernient.

5. Ajmere was transferred to us, in 1818, by Scindiah, in ex-
change for other territory. It was estimated in the Schedule of the
time at rupees 4,40,000 per annum ; whilst the territory given in ex-
change is estimated at rupees 6,90,012. In his letter, of 25th June
1818, Culonel Stewart, the Resident at Gwalior, says : “ Although the
“ amount of revenue of Ajmere is much exaggerated, yet it must be
“ recollected that the cessions made by the British Government, in
¢ exchange, are also stated at the highest estimate ; whilst of those
“ cessions, there is territory yielding nearly three lakhs, to which it
“ would be extremely difficult to set aside the claim of Dowlut Rao
“ Scindiah.”

6. It was, acknowledgedly, the importance of removing the Mah-
rattas entirely from Rajpootana and the attaiument for ourselves of so
admirable a military position there, rather than any financial consi-
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derations, Whicli led to these territorial exchanges. Inw letter, dated
the 10th of March 1820, Government observe to the late Sir David
Ochterlony : “ In making the transfer, it was fully understood that the
*amount, at which Ajmere was rated, greatly exceeded what Scindiah
“ ever derived from it.”

7. The present Report will treat exclusively of our Khalsa ma-
nagement ; and in order to put Government in possession, in oue view,
of all that has been said and done, whilst, at the same time, either por-
tion may be examined separately, I shall divide the subject into four
heads.

Firsr Heap.— The Reports of Superintendents,

Seconp Heap.— The Letiers of Residenfs and Cominissioness.

Tamp Heap.—The Leiters of Government, and those of the
Hor'ble Court of Directors.

Fouvrtn Heap.— Licutenant-Colonel Sutherlund's Report,
I:ms'r Heap.—REPORTS OF SUPERINTENDLNTS,

28th June, 1818. Mr, Wilder reports to Sir David Ochterlony,
that he had recpived charge of the Ajmerc district from Seindial's
officers.

18tk September.  1le found the city almost deserted, the people
had been gradually drained of their wealth, until, at last in despair,
they left altogether.

27th September. Likely to form a very valuable acquisition, con-
sisting of 534 villages, Uslee and Dakhlee, 19,00,000 beegahs of arable
land. 'The soil is good, though sandy, and the water every where good
for irrigation; the people peaceable and industrious, but sadly thinned by -
oppression. The assessments of Jantea Scindinh and Bapoo Secindiah
never exceeded Hs. 8,45,700, of which a great part was perhaps never
collected ; whilst heavy balances are left for us to realize. Doubts not
that, under our mavagement, the whole revenue, land and customs,
would amount to eight or nine lakl:s of rupees per annum. Out of the
eight districts, there is only one of crown lands, and half of that dis-
trict is Istumrar and Jagheer. Nine years ago it was agreed that
all demands, additional to the Aen rent hassil, should be in the shape
of fines, to keep the jumma at a low rate ; as those levies could, it was
thought, on a transfer to any other power, be got rid of. Out of the
yearly sum of rupees 8,45.740, oollected by Sciudiah's Soobahs, in
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the last nine years, only rupees 2,10,280 was considered as the Govern-
went revenue, arising from its share of the produce, thus :—

Khalsa Aen. ......... 87,689
Istamnraree do......... 1,22,591

2,10,280
Khalsa extra............ 41,289
Istumruree ditto....... 94,171
1,35,460
3.45,740
Customs. ..... N 31,000
3,76,740

The extra taxes, under varions denominations, amounted altogether
to fourty-four. Only 105 villages of Ajmere and the town of Kekree,
are under direet management. In the first year's assessinent, half the
produce, which the people are most williug to give, will afford a
higher revenue than Bapoo Scindial’s land assessment and pxtra cesses
taken together, gave—i. e. 1,44,000 Sree Shaee Rupees ; thus abolish-
ing all extra cesses, froin a moderate caleulation, of the number of
inhabitants, wells, ploughs and bullocks @ satisfied that the sum may
be easilv doubled m three or four years : proposes to levy the reve-
nue in Furruckabad, instead of Sree Shaee, Rupees; the difference in
farour of the former bemg Rs 10-11 as. per cent. A list of extra
cesses is submitted, at the head of which is € Fouj Khurch,” described
as a “tax to mu tain troops, for the defence of the village.”

17th Jupe, 1819.  Mr. Wilder proposes a settlement with the
heads of villages for three years. The equal division of crop had pro-
duced all the anticipate benefit to the people and to the Government,
nearly half as much agam as was ever realized by Bapoo Scindiah.
Not advisable, in the next two years, to inerease the revenue much ;
but is confident that in three ycars, double the revenue ever realized
by the former Government may be obtained.

5th September. Settlement concluded with the zumeendars for
three years, more than double in the third year what the Mahrattas
received ; their collections never exceeded rupees 1,12,118—ours will
equal 2,49,305.  The right to lands unclaimed and unoccupied for

forty years is now so warmly contested, that Mr. Wilder's whole
time is occupied in settling these disputes.
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29nd January, 1820, Coleetions from 1st Julys 1819 to 30th
June 1820. Khalsa 1,59,384. This, Mr. Wilder says, isnearly as
mach again as was ever realized under the former Government.

Tth January, 1821. Detailed account of produce submitted,
which, but for excessive rain and frost, would have yielded as much
revenue as was calculated on in the third year. Light as were the
terms, the inhabitants were reluctant to enter on engagements beyond
one yewr. The uncertainty of the periodical rains, and our system of
not making remissions, affording sufficient reasons for this, Mr.
Wilder, from the first year of our experience, hop~d that the ac-
counts which he heard of frequent droughts were exaggerated. He
finds that a sufficient quantity of rain had not fallen for ten years.
In thé first year of our rule, the khureef was injured from ex-
oessive rain, but this afforded abundamt rubbee. In the second year,
the khureef suffered similarly ; and in February there were suc-
cessive frosts, which so injured the rubbee that the straw cven
was not fit for wse. A remussion of 30,000 rupees was therefore ne-
cessary. In Yhe third year, no rain fell after August ; and where there
are no wells, there can be no rubbee cultivation. The three years’
settlement is thus destroyed, and it is necessary to revert to a share of
the crops. No contending against the calamities of drought and frost.
Wells are not plentiful ; and although water in some of the vallies is
near the surface and good, it is far removed in other parts ; and where
it is deep, it becomes so bad as to destroy, rather than neurish, culti-
vation. The rate of assessment must vary in various districts. Bat
oue half of the produce is considered sufficient, to afford every neces-
sary comfort to the husbandman ; and, if it be wished, the zumeendars
may still be prevailed on to close with the former settlement : but this
is not recommended, nor would it be possible to induce them to close
for any extended period on an increasing assessment. Strongly re-
commends that a settlement be formed on an equal annual juinma, (that
of 1226 F. 8.) for five or ten years. Speculates on an influx of cul-
tivators from foreign territories ; the great famine of 4. p. 1812, the
great cause of depopulation.

10tk January, 1821. The Khalsa revenue collected from 71 vils
lages, rupees 1,58,535,

21st August, 1822, Khalsa 1,59,765.
12th September.  Collected without arrears.

24th August, 1824, The rain last year was so insufficient, that
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many of the aumeendars were obliged to pay their rents by borrowing.
About the 24th of May, this year, a month before the usual time, there
was a fall of rain, with occasional showers, up to the 10th of June, and
the fields were sown. But from that time there have only been two
showers, one on the 12th of August, which lasted for half’ an hour, an-
other on the 20th. A hot westerly wind prevails, and the khureef
cannot be saved—many of the cattle are already dead. Tanks are
dried up, and wells begin to fail, and if there is not rain next month,.
there will be little rubbee haryest.

13th December. Khalsa collections, last year, rupees 1,64,700—
Balance Rs. 5,520, which, on account of the unfavourable season, was
aflowed to lie over. The present season is still more audverse ; no
rain has fallen since the 20th of August. There was little Lhurecf,
and it is fenred there will be less rubbee, The cattle mostly carried
to the banas, for grass is selling at 20 seers per rupee ; aud land, un-
der wells with water in them, is left uncultivated, because the produce
would not pay the Government share and feed the eattle. The zu-
meeudars have prejudices against our mode of assessmént, from the
result in the third year. In neighbouring states they pay in kind, and
are the less affected by drought, frost, blight, and the numerous
calamities incidental to this part of the country.  Prices, too, have fallen
since the settlewent was made, and a share of the crop must be taken ;
the former settlement has been promised without increasing rate for
two years, through which the people will recover from their present
depressed and wretched condition, and then a new settlement may be
formed for any period of years.

24th December, 1824. Mr. Wilder, in passing throngh the dis«
trict in progress to Saugor. reports that the loss arising from drought,
will be less serious than was apprehended, and that by Kham Tehseel,
at least half the jumma may be realized from the Khalsa Rs. 80,000,

17th May, 1825. Mr. Middleton, Commissioner, reports that
the Hon’ble Mr. Moore visited every village in the district before hia
arrival, and his own inquiries confirm the report of that gentleman, that
the district is in a state of such utter distress, that there is hardly any
hope of collecting any part of the Khalsa assessment, for the year.
Since Mr. Wilder’s report of the 13th December, ‘two severe frosts
occurred in March, destroyed almost wholly the indifferent rubbee
crop ; fodder 1s nearly as dear as grain, well water has failed, and be-
fore the rains set in. two-thirds of the cattle will be dead. The asscss-
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ment of Ajmere is, by no means, light ; in favourable years it would
not be easily collected. The zumeendars cannot be expeeted to possess
capital, and suspension of demand is recommended.

17th September, 1825. The measures sanctioned for the relief of
the people were most beneficial. They have remained, and & greater
quantity of land is now cultivated, than at any period since the intro-
duction of our rule.  The khurecf crops fine, and grain will be cheap
aud plentiful ; of the rupees 1,00,681 of the rubbee assessment, only
rupees 3,484 were collected ; but the remission was entirely confined to
the Khalsa. Describes the. mcasures taken to ensure the remissions
reaching the pochets of the people, and the return te them of the mo-
ney collected under a diffrent system, that of the Mahrattas, the dis-
trict would bave been involved in fumine ; under that adopted, the in-
tegrity of the people has been preserved : the jail was not filled, and
the villages have not emptied. Proposes to collect the revenue of the
year on the produce, and not on the jumma proposed for two years:
rupees 1,70,535, being an increase on the former settlement of rupees
13,334. Mr. Moore and himself of opinion that the quinquennial set-
tlement was heavy. It was collected, in the first years, because sea-
sons werce propitious ; but it will require years for the zumeendars to
repair the losses they have sustained.

28rd March, 1826. Mr. Moore reports rupees 62,939 to-have heen
collected Kham from the khureef, which 13 less, hy rupees 1,892, than
the former jumma. The zumeendars objected to pay according to set-
tlement entered into before Mr. Wilder, although the season was good
and there was more land under cultivation. The crops were there-
fore measured, and half was taken. The rubbee erops are good, with
the exception of grain, which has partly failed from want of Septem-
ber showers.

26th May, 1826. Rubbee revenue short, in consequence of a fail-
ure of rain, by rupees 30,000, and a considerable diminution from
the last quinguennial settlement, will be necessary in the settlement, first
begun, by villages on the spot. That would not have been kight, were
a}l seasons favourable.  But, in Rajpootana, one year of total drought
may be expected w every three. Disposed to follow the native revenue
system, which has preserved the village communities unbrohen, and
rendered sales of land for recevery of arrears unknown.

20th May, 1826. Mr. Middleton reports that he had commenced,
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village by village, and on the spot, a se(tlement of the Khalsa, obw
serving generally the rules which obtain in the Regulation provinces,
The season is unfuvourable for settlement, but he is unable to make
inquiries regarding the rubbee harvest, whose collections be is meaking
according to produce ; and he supposes there are advantages in enter-
ing into engagements with the people, at this season, in inducing
them to bring their khureef lands under cultivation.

28th June. Khalsa revenue of 1232 F, S. entirely remitteds

21st July, 1826. In 1231, one of the last years of Mr. Wilder's
quinquennial settlement, the collections were, from the khureef 64,009
rupees, from the rubbee 1,00,691, or’ together 1,64,700. In 1232,
the greater portion of the revenue was relinquished. In 1233, the
Khalsa was under Kham management, and the khureef yielded
less than that of 1231, by rupees },034—the rubbee less by rupees
29,363, or together 30,398. The Khalsa was held Kham, because a
settlement could not be effected in time, and because it would afford a
test of capability. The people had suffered from a suceession of bad
seasons ; the former assessment was too high ; fixed assessments are
unpalatable to the people, who prefer a share of the crop. If confi-
dence could be reposed in the subordinate officers, the system of
taking in kind would be the best ; but this Mr. Middleton, from past
experience, would be loath again to undertake. Settlement for five
vears, and inquiry into Milik tenures, in progress. The former settle-
ment was so high, that the zumeendars would not agree to its becom-
ing the basis of a new one. The want of rain, in last September,
ruined the mote cultivation, and the khureef generally suffered ; gram
crops also have been ruined, and wheat in many places has suffered
from blight. But the cominencement of the present rainy season is
favourable ; cultivation is more extensive and promising, than in former
years ; there is increasing prosperity in the towns, and confidenve on
the part of the people.

22nd November, 1826, Mr. Middleton reports the completion of
a five years' settlement of the Khalsa. The Rajpoot system is so differ-
ent from ours, that the printed rules could not be observed. Collec-
tions in kind during the last year, afforded a good' criterion of resources,
and the measurement rolls are pretty accurate. The only sure creps
are, when there can be irrigation from wells ; but they are falling into
decay, the people, through poverty arising from high assessment and
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bad seqsons, seldom repairing them ; they get salt and bad when sunk
too deep, and often fail altogether ; two-thirds of the cattle have died
in the last two years, and the people’s money has been spent in replac-
ing them. Lakes fill only from heavy rain, and there is a drought
every third year in Rojpootana. The lnkes are formed by a bund, a
string artificially added to a bow, into which nature has curved the
mountains,

The native practice is that of taking half’ the produce, which one
vear with another answers very well ; but there is difficulty in managing
“this when the concern is extensive. Yet our system of fixing rent is
looked on with dread. The poverty and embarrassed circumstances
of the labouring classes show that our system has not been particularly
heneficial to them, and the district is not much better peopled than in
the time of the Mahrattas. The people are safe in person and pro-
perty, but they are taxed to an extent considerably greater than when
the Mahrattas governed the country. Notices the extortions of the
horas or money lenders. Yet they are necessary ; and where they
have been discbntinued, the village becomes deserted and uncultivated.
The cultivators are mostly Mhairs, Goojurs, and Jauts ; the last most
industrious. Putwarrees are only in the superior villages, and the
potails are the head zumeendars. Biswadaree rights are attained
by sinking wells in buranee lands; this species of cultivation
is much the same as in the time of the Mahrattas; other lands have
been brought under cultivation through increased protection; but
those people who first came here from other countries, have since
gone away owing to high assessments.

Farmers have een excluded from the present settlement, as hurt-
ful to the interests of the village community. The first instalment
has been realized, and the rubbee is promising It has been the
object to assess in such manner, that losses in had seasons may be
made good by profits or good seasons: that capital might accumu-
late for the purchase of cattle, the repair of old wells and the con-
struction of new ; and that our assessments should not be extravagant-
Iy beyond what i« levied in neighbouring states. The settlement
shews a decrease in comparison with Mr. Wilder's, of altogether ru-
pecs 21,908-5. But we give up a trific now to those who may here-
after enrich us and themselves. We stunulate industry as the
surest means of improwement,
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The number®of wells is ... vevereiirnensevnricnieneneeenns, 1,850,
ploaghit ..ouvumnanesisinpisaiiisi 5,0 1B
CUIVALOrS «ovvvnsncerneninrnnine sennsnsnanes 75130,

The Mahrattas’ collections averaged, including abway, in their last
four years, rupees 1,17,025. The last year of Mr. Wilder's settle-
ment, 1231, when there was collection ...... .....Rupees 1,64,600.
Kham collections of 1233. ....... fesinsreasseasvesie 1LBT407:
Quanoongoe’s estimate of Government share. ............ 1,31,287.
Village's Account ditto. ....vvvnersennenins i R ... 1,40,067.

Mr. Middleton’s equal settlement for five years, ......... 1,42,692.
5th June, 1827, Khalsa collections of 1234. .......... 1,42,690.

15th September.  The collections made with difficulty and dis-
tress ; the wheat and gram having suffered from blight and heavy rain
in January.

The ramns commenced favourably, but from the middle of July
till the first weeh of the present month they stopped. Many of
the hhureef lands could not be sown, and all the bajra and jowary that
were sown came to nothing. Before the late ram some of the vil-
lages were nearly deserted, the people driving the cattle to Meywar
and Marwar, where better pasturage and perhaps better terms were
procurable. The lakes and wells are now hlled, and the rubbee wi!l
compensate for the loss of the khurcef.

28¢h November, 1828. The I1llow’ble Mr. Cavendish, Superin-
tendent. The assessment of the Ajmerc town lands was reduced by
Mr. Middleton, from 10,420 ; it was fixed by Mr. Wilder, at 7,500.

2nd March, 1829. Mr. Cavendish, in a letter of eighty para-
graphs with tabular enclosures, reports on the mode of colleeting the re-
venue of the season. Gives various reasons why the assessment is too
high, and why cultivation has not increased as in the provinces.
In a poor soil the people cannot afford to give one half of the pro-
duce. The money settlement was formed on that and on the sin-
gle year of good price, instead of an average of years.

4¢h.  Collections for 1236 F. 8. realized
and to be realized. v.oocvrierieiieiiiniennn. 1,29.552 2 9

Remissions recommended on account of our
L ot 1105111 PR 17,311 13 3

1,46,864 0 0O
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Since Mr. Cavendish’s report of 2nd March (80 paras.) was
submitted, the Khalsa lands have been measured, and when a reply
15 received to that report, the result of his inquiries into capabilities
will be submitted, with a revised statement.

24th July, 1830. Total assessment of
123 B8 sumaammpseniaseiien e 1L, 45072 00 0
Balauce from over-assessmient,  coicienene.. 19085 1 9

+ 575 | 0, SO pvvveneeenes 1,24086 14 3

Total assessment of 1238 F. 8. .....cvceeee. 1,44072 0 O
Balance not realized. ...... 20,721 1 9

1,23,350 14 3

2nd September, 1831, The balance arising principally from over-
assessment, byt partly from a failure of the autumnal crops and al-
most total failare of the gram crops, for the want of rain in De-
cember and January ; and it was necessary to take certain villages
under Kham management. This is the fourth year of Mr. Ca-
vendish’s charge.  In the first year it rained in December, and the gram
crop was excellent. In the following three years there was no rain
in that month or in January, whilst the original assessment is so high
that it can only be realized in some very favourable year. He ne-
ver was stationed in any country where the seasons are so uncer-
tain, the soil so poor, and where it was so highly, nay oppressively,
over-assessed.

13th September, 1831. Mr. Cavendish reports that Mr. Mid-
dleton’s five-year settlement will expire on the 30th instant; but
that he will leave the neat settlement to his suceessor, Colonel Loc-
kett. Describes the nature of the assessment which he meant to
have formed through potails of villages, and considers that a decrease
of 20,000 rupees on the last assessment is necessary. The object
of all assessmont is to ensure a fixed sum through all years,
good, bad, and indifferent. This object has completely failed here-
tofore in Ajmere, to the great injury of the Government and peo-
ple, by which however the native officers of our Government
benefit.  The present rains are scanty not commencing till the
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7th of August, and it will be difficult to collect the khureef share
of the revenuc which is 9 anvas 6 pie in the rupee. Proposes to
grant a mokudumee of 5 per cent to potails.

31st October. The Hon’ble Mr. Moore reports that he has inti-
mated to the potails, that the collections will be made the same in the
present as in the past year, there being no time to enter on a new
settlement since the Hon’ble Mr. Cavendish’s departure.

17th January, A. p. 1832. Colonel Spiers, Superintendent. C(o-
lonel Spiers reports to Colonel Lockett that Mr. Middletons set-
tlement terminated on the 30th of September, and as collections werce
made onit with considerable abatcracnt, it becomes necessary for
him to travel through the district to make a new one.

1st September. Collections from the Khalsa villages. rupees
1,22,813 ; balance not realized, 21,239 ; arising, he is told, from over-
assessment and the low price of grain, which has fallen since Mr. Mid-
dleton’s settlement in 1826, through foreign importations and the little
inerease of cultivation since the introdretion of our rude. IHesitates
in recommending settlements, as of the fourteen already made only

»ix have been realized as follows :—
Collections. Remissions.,

1st.  Mr. Wilder's Settlement,... 1,59,764 . . 1,59,764

2nd.  ditto ditto,...eenne. 1,79,467 .. 1,40,034 ... 38,823
srd.  ditto ditta,,........ 1,64,700 ... 1,64,700
4th. ditto Aitto,ciieinnns 1,64,700 ... 1,64,700
5Sth. ditto ditto,...... ... 1,64,700 ... 1,62,670 ... 2,029
6th, ditto ditto,...ennnns 1,64,700 ... 1,59,279 ... 5,520
7th. Mr. Middleton’s Collection, 61,130 ... 31,920 ... 29,210
8th. ditto ditto,......... 1,837,663 ... 1,37,663

9th. ditto Settloment, ... 1,44,072 ... 1,44,072

10th. Mr, Cavendish, ...oooennnens 1,444,072 L0 1,42,760 ... 1,311
11th. ditts:. e 1,44,072 ... 1,26,646 ... 17,425
12th., ditto vernmnenrenans 1,44,072 L., 1,24,986 .., 19,085
13th. ditto e weeeeenns 1,44,072 ., 1,283,350 ... 20,721
14th. Mr. Moore, ceeenenennens 1,440072 (L0 122,813 ., 21,258

Proposes to collect, according to Mr. Middleten’s estimate, with the
nsual abutement. People prefer the ancient system of buttae, and
notwithstanding all objections to it, there is no more equitable mode of
collection in a country of sueh uncertain season ; but however our
collections are made, the ratcs should be such as to set an example
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of forbearance and liberality to surrounding states. Qur high rates
prevent an influx of oppressed cultivators from foreign states, whilst
many of our own have left.

22nd December, 1832. From the drought and locusts it becomes
necessary to allow one half of the third kist, Rs. 10,000, to lic over to
March, to be recovered with the first rubbee kist. Proposed abate-
ment of Rupees 18,548, or an amount not exceeding that of last year,
Rs. 21,258,

26th September, 1833. People suffering under a lamentable
state of distress. It commenced in April, with a disease which
carried off one-half or two-thirds of the cattle ; and as there have beeu
only two hours rain from June to September, the remainder of the
cattle and the erops have been destroyed. If rain should fall, to
weeure a rubbee erop, it is proposed to give it up to the people to co-
vir former losses, also to return to them any collections from the rain
eraps.  The locusts hne destroyed grass and all green things, and
Tukavee has’been refused because it would go to support the people,
and there is extensive emigration. A revenue settlement need not
be attempted.

Ttk April, 1834, Mr. Edmonstone, Superintendent. Had deferred
reporting to Coluncl Spiers on the revenue affuirs of the district, in
expectation of instructions from Government. Engagements were tauken
from the villages to pay in proportion to the rubbee crop and its price
in coming to market, and those who would not agree to this, have been
dealt with on Kham terms. Erroueous as the principle of dividing the
crop may be, it was cheerfully acceded to hy 48 of the villages, and
there never was a time when they more requested to he merecifully
dealt with. Kham management, which is equally injurious to the
Government and the people, and only beneficial to its officers, has heen
avoided. Aggregate rate'from the 48 villages exceeds what was
collected from them last year, and hopes that it will be the same from the
Kham villages ; but any loss to Government is not to be put in com-
parison with the advantages of moderation to the people, under their
unprecedented sufferings.  Recommends that something may be
done to render the system of management more fixed ; the system of
collecting as much as we can, and declaring the remainder irrecover-
able, or that of collecting from harvest to harvest, not only objection-
able in principle, but highly injurious in its operation.
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18tk Octubgr, 1834. Collections from Jst October 1833 to 30th
September 1834 :—

Khureef coooiiiiiiinninn, S 7,719
Rabbee wovvevvenieniniinnins ShaiNs g 62,458
RO,157

1s¢ November. Mr. Edmonstone reports to Colonel Alves the ar-
rangements for collections in the ensuing year. Calamitizs of last sea-
son render those managements financially less satisfactory than they
otherwise would be. Proposes to take from the village communities
engagements to pay according to estimated crops, deducting the 20,000
rupees by wluch Mr. Middleton's settlement of 1826 was tou heavy ;
the remainder has been taken as the standard for the present year,
the people have cheerfully agreed to the rates, and there 15 no doubt
that they will be collected ; although the season has been favourable,
the people have not yet sufficiently recovered to admit of a more per-
manent settlement. By the expiration of the season the country
will have partially recovered, and Mr. Edmonstone will have attained
more exact information, and a settlement can commence with 1243

12¢h May, 1836. Mr. Edmonstone reports to Colonel Alves the
expiration of the one year’s settlement, reported on the 1st of November
1834. The experience of the revenual management of the last eighteen
years, affords almost sufficient information on whicl to form a new settle-
ment. But Mr. Edmonstone contirmed the measurement of the native
Ameens by personal inspection. The opinion of more than one Su-
perintendent that our first assessments were too high, has been con-
firmed by the course of events and knowledge of resources ; to this have
been added the great disadvantages of season, soil and climate, o
scanty and indigent tenantry, wanting in energy as means to bear up
against calamity ; situated as Ajmere is, our paramount obligation
should be moderation in our demands,

The Mabrattas collected n  their last year 1,15,060—Mr. Wilder
in his first year 1,59,384, which was realized as the season was favour-
able. He then settled for three years at—Ilst. 1,79,457 ; 2nd.
2,01,691 ; 3rd. 2,49,303 ; which failed in the firsf year, and a five
years’ settlement was then extended to the district at rupees 1,59,764,
Mz. Wilder believed that unfavourable seasons wege the cause of his
being so singularly unsuccessful. ‘The reduced revenue was collected
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for three years : the fourth year, from drought, only a small sum was
collected ; the fifth year, the whole was collected Kham. Mr. Mid-
dleton assessed at a reduction of rupees 1,702, which was collected
only the first year ; after which Mr. Cavendish collected what he
could, without distressing the people ; and this course was pursued,
until the revenue sunk down o Rs. 1,22,182, Then followed drought,
frost, and blight, and the collcctions in 1242 Fuslee were only rupees
1,18,792, nearly the amount of Scindiah’s collections seventcen years

before.

In no one year can it be said that a just standard of assessment
has been devised ; the nearest to it was Mr. Middleton's guinquennial
settlement of 1234 ; it was formed in haste and on insufficient data ;
but was on a comparatively equitable rate, and under favourable cir-
cumstances the amount might have been collected 5 remissions were
made from it without due consideration; the people magnified their
difficulties, were too readily listened to, and reduetions became sys-

-~

tematic.

Mr. Edmonstone’s object has beew to hit a happy medium, so that
profits on one year may balance losses on another, rates assumed une-
cording to local usage, difficulty of fixing them enhanced by the want
of classification of soil, which differs so much in every village. TIn-
dividual contributions determined by buttae, kunhool, or other more
undefined system ; these are to aswss the usual money rates on the
*¢ zubtee” produce, and for the remaining products to take the cquan-
tity per beegah and turn it into its market money value there, taking
the rent of the land at the value of the landlord’s share ; the gross
jummabundee of the villages fined.  Ile deseribes the mode of fixing
average rates of produce and of price, from the cxperience gained
through former settlements, and from information obtained from local
officers. In share of crops, ryuts give one-half, potails one-third,
non-agricultural classes ome-fiith. One-half is too high a standard,
and one-third would be better, but he was unwilling to disturb =
practice of long standing : where a reduction had been before granted
to new cultivators, this has been continued.

Having obtained all the requisite information, and fixed the gross
jummabundee of each village according to the data afforded, Mr.
Edmonstone proceeded to visit eacl: village and inquire into capabili-
ties on the spot. When there were grounds for suspicion the lands
were measured, and in communication with the people the assessment
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was fixed. Tan to forty per eent was deducted from the gross junrnn,
according to circumstances, and the remainder fixed : there werv various
considerations to be attended to—amongst others, where in a village
there is no bhoom, the necessity for putting on individuals the respon-
sibility for losses through theft. No offers received from furmers, nor any
attempt permitted to call up the reverue by them. Ne instance of
refusal to accept the terms offered on sufficient data.  Seven villages
noted below* were assessed rather according to former results than
proof of present means, and two villages were held Kham, the
seventy-two accepted the terms offered to them.

The amount of settlement, independent of Kham villages, is rupees
1,27,525, being an increase on the jumma of the past year of' Rs. 8,533.
Mr. Middleton’s five years' assessment was rupees 1,43,297 ; but from
this was loss, from over-assessment, drought and deterioration, rupees
58,342, reducing the collections to rupees 1,31,589 per annum.

Describes the advantages of irrigation from wells, lakes, &c.

Nature of the settlement Mouzawar directed to the keeping the
village communities united, the claims of Government héing fixed cn
produce are easily realizable, and the Ryutwar scttlement was found
impossible from other multifarious occupations ; proposed to extend the
settlement to five or ten years ; observations on the advantages of long
over short settlements, and of short settlements over those of a flue-
tuating or yearly nature. Diswadaree or buaopotee rights are heredi-
tary and transferable, the origin is doubtful ; but they are now ob-
tained by sinking a well in burunce land, and the holder of them is
Hable direetly to Government for the amount assessed.  Talabee land
or that under lakes is held on the same  tenure, but not burance lands.

The condition of the people is generally that of poverty ; they are
recklessly improvident, think only of the day, and are irretrievably in-
volved in debt ; they are industrious, only because it is necessary to
their existence : there are fourteen classes of cultivators, all in the hands
of boras or inoney lenders, who are necessary to their very existence 3
aext in importanee to the bora is the potail, who is inadequately reward-
ed by fees or perquisites.

Rent free lands o Milik abound in almost every village in which
much fraud is believed to have been practised, no inq.uiry into the titles
heretofore instituted ; but this is in progress, and a report is promised.

Rajgurh, Doorattoo, Makurwa, Telanali, Samprodo, Sanoda, Dubrela.
1 Reevignot, Deenlnah.



ADMIISYRATION OF AJMERE. "

Disquisition en the sabject of assisting-the people to improve their
sgricultural resources, 2 system so successfully pursued in the neigh-
bouring district of Beawr; whilst here tanks, wells and lakes ase in
every village perfectly useless from the want of means to repair them.
The same with roads, nullahs and bridges, whose repair would improve
the general prosperity of the district, as would the advance of specific
sums of money for particular purposes, to be afterwards recovered.

Village expenses do not in any of the Khalsa villages average
more than five per cent. Various items given in two villages to show
that they amount only to three per cent, which is thought extremely
small ; dustukana is one of the items. The village expenses are dis-
tributed on and collected from theé people by their own delegates—the
potail cannot take it on himself generally, or use his power aggressively,
the people knowing under our rule how to obtain redress.

Mr. Edmonstone’s settlement returns show, in the eighty-one Khalsa
usulee and twenty-four dukhlee villages, 5621 cultivators, non-culti-
vators 26735, two-bullock ploughs 3185, wells—pucka 1493, cutcha 82 ;
number of beegahs under cultivation :

Well land 51 Harvest, .......cceo0... 18,638

2 Harvests, ....occoennae 3,832 ......... 22,470
Fis Bl 1 Harvest, «ioivenriaeeass 4,701
2 Harvests, ....eceeeese . P8O cosvviee  SAB
BUTRDEE:  sesssisisessonsareivessassosssssassnansorsnsosssvassssioncens G222
90,643

Rates per beegah—Well land, 3-9-2 ; Lake land, 2-12-2} ; Bura-
nee, ,,-14-24, And that the jumma on these data is, on Well land,
80,323 rupees ; Lake land, 15,085 rupees ; Buranee, 55,450 rupees ;
Or tupees 1,50,858. Whilst the additional cesses are, rupees 6,293.
Grand total, rupees 1,57,151,

The collections on Mr. Middleton’s five years’ assessment, rupees
1,438,297, from 1234 to 1238, inclusive :—

Average, ... .. w0 e e oo 1,381,389
Collections in 1239, were ... ... .. 122,903
Collections in 1240, ... ... .. .. 1,24827
‘Settlement of 1240, ... ... ... ... 1,19,602
Mr. Edmonstone’s Settlement, ... ... 1,27,525

C
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nﬂtﬂ PO[ P}ou.gh, v war  saw avr wds T aie 40 a 3»’

Rate per Beegah, Well land, ... .. ... .. 3 9 2
Ditto, Tank land, 212 24
Ditto, Buranee, ... .. .o aer aen 014 2}

3 7 3 6}

Average. ..... 2 6 6

23rd June, 1836. Mr. Macnaghten, Superintendent. The Khe-
wat (Assameewar) assessment urequally distributed ; proposes to es-
tablish a fresh onc where necessary, and to give individual puttas spe-
eifying the quantity of land, amount of rent ; six mootsuddecs and
twelve chuprassees requized for this duty.

4th July, 1837. The village expenses or mulba, a sort of scoret
service money, undefined and levied in proportiou to the patience of
the people to bear the tax, ivjurious in a moral a< wel] as revenue
pomt of view, and desirable that it should stop. The last ten years’
scttlement is moderate, and if the people are protected from potails
and putwarrees, who are leagued with Government officers in plunder-
ing them, they will prosper. There is nothing permanent where every
third year is a failure, and the collections should be made in kind ; ad-
vantages of taking a share of the crop fiom the cultivator, The re-
venue has fallen off 32,600 rupees in twenty years of peace, and the
rents are collected with difficulty. The peoples are poor and contrast
badly, as is notorious, with the substantial ryuts of Marwar. System
on which boras lend mency ruinous to the people. Tu the two last
years, forty-nine families have emigrated from the Rajgurh district.
twenty-four from Ramsir, and fifteen from Peesangan.  No eorrect re-
port to be expected from thanadars, and eultivated laads are set down
as waste ; advantages of advancing Tukavee.

4th September. Mr. Macnughten is sure that no such abuses pre-
vail in the surrounding territory ; for instance Kekree, whose junma is
5,800, paid to Government last year ouly 5,663 ; but there was col-
lected from it 6,760 rupees : 91 went towards +illage expenses, and
the remaining 990 remained unaccounted for. In the same mmmer.
112 rupees went to village expenses, ard there remained unaceounted
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for rupees 632. Mr. Cavendish's system of village accounts lasted
only his own time, and he caused the potails to disgorge to the ryuts
5,000 rupees embezzlements as village expeuditure. Sir Thomas
Munro’s opinion of the extortions of village officers through extra
cesses. What has the Moosulman to do with their ebaritable and
religious donations.  Fuvils of the Mouzawar system, to which it belioves
us to apply a remedy. The village authorities of Kekree proposed to
levy an excess of one anna in the rupee ; the people complained in
1835 : but they are said to have levied 1,300 rupees. TFurther in-
stances of extra colleetions given. Mr. Edmounstone’s seitlement was
made with great judgment, and of the Government demand the peo-
ple bave no cause to complain. Still five hyndred families have vo-
luntaril; gone over to Marwar and Jeypore. Mr. Macnaghten, since
his arrival here, has seen aud hesrd of much individual wretchedness
amongst the ryuts,

10¢h September.  Ajmere Kusba is assessed at 72,506, of which
the Telees pay 1,442 rupecs; their land is over-assessed, because
when the bund of the Ana Sagur was raised, their land was flooded
and no allowance was made for this; part of the money is raised by a
capitatim tax, a tax on oil-presses, bullocks and goats,

16tk October. Agricultural prospeets gleomy in the extreme ;
khureef crops so bad that they will Lurdly afford fodder ; and in the
Eke-fuslee villages rents must fail ; if pressed, the people will run
away. If there is rain about Christmas, the rubbee crops will be be-
nefited ; Do-fuslee villages benetit in proportion to ihe suffering of
their neighbours ; proposes that in the Eke-fuslee villages the collec-
tions be made in kind.

The Eke-fuslee villages yield, ... ... .. .. .. 235,004
The Do-Fuslee ditto, . .o oor oo oo v ... 1,02,521

Rs. 1,27,525

P t———
17th October. To obtain information regarding the causes of
emigration, it is necessary that the Superintendent should proceed into
the district and comiaunicate freely with the people. Potails and Put-
warrces can extors from the people to the extent of their own con-
science. The Kekrea Putwarree took upon himself the office of
scape-goat ; but although peculation was proved against bim before
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a most respectable punch, the money cannot be recovered, for the law
does not reachJhim.

3rd February, 1838. The khureef kists amount to rupees 25,901 3
of these 9,756 rupees have been collucted ; and, considering the wretch-
ed state of the cultivation, itis astonishing that there has been so
much.

16tk February. Forty-one of the Eke-fuslee villages agreed to
Kham cultivations—the Do-fuslee villages being satisfied with the set-
tlement ; the measure of resorting to Kham management, whilst it sa-
tisfied the people, secured the rights of Government.

8th March. In no instance was a complete remission requir;':d.
The balance shown, gupees 16,144, recommended to be remitte®. The
rubbee is a complete failure, not a drop of rain having fallen for seven
months.

10th Awgust. List submitted of thirty nine villages, whose
khureef collections were Kham ; their junma is rupees 25,572, the
collections 9,654, the balance 15,917 ; they are mostly Eke-fuslee vil-
lages, the settlement on which never can be collected except in good
seasons. In the Do-fuslee or rubbee only twenty villages were held
Kham ; the sum recommended for remission from them is 5,634, mak-
ing with the other 21,551 rupees.

21st January, 1840. In the beginning of the scason, the fall of
rain was most favourable ; but eventually it failed, the crops withered
and were burnt up.

Tth May. Condition of the Telees of the Kusba of Ajmere re-
ported on.  Their land under and around the Ana Sagur lake amounts
to 1377 beegahs, for which they pay rupees 1,442-8. Ouly 16
beegahs is well land, 58 talabee, 686 is buranee, and 886 beegahs
are under water, more or less, according to the state of the lake—or
when there is no water in it, they cannot be cultivated. The well lands
pay 3-8 and 3-2 per beegah, or rupees 42-10; the talabee land 1-8,
or rupees 88-10—but it is over-rated and should only pay 12 annas ;
the 686 beegahs of buranee pay 12 annas, or rupees 503:6 ; and the
817 submerged bagabi pay 8 annas, or rupees 378 ; the cheetas of
Nosur pay, on an average, 100 rupees ; making altogether land re-
venue rupees 1,113 ; the remainder is made up ef poll tux * fee
kuse” rupees 72, and falls upon old women and porters : oil will tax
60 rupees ; the remainder consists of dund or  bach” rupees 212,
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which is a tax on the more fortunate or industrious cultivator, to
make up for deficiency in those who are less so. This gystem of tax-
ation is also recognised in the Khalsa villages. Recommends that the
poll tax, the oil-mill tax, and the dund or “ bach” be remitted, al-
together rupees 388 ; and only the fair land tax to be taken. The
Jand ought to be measured, which has not been done since 1830, and
fairly assessed. Statement is anpexed showing the Khewut or Assa-
meewar assessment.

‘Sgconp Heap.—ResmenTs' Axp CommissroNers’ DEspATcHES.
Sz Davip OcHTERLONY, RESIDENT.

1st October, 1818. Authorizes Mr. Wilder to carry into effect
the arrangements proposed in his leiter of 27th, which will be accepta-
ble to the people in simplifying the mode of colleetion and relieving
them from vexatious posts.
Sin CuarLes MercALre, ResmenT.

31st Moy, 1826. Considers the engagements for revenue to be
signed by the head man of the village, and the whole community to be
responsible. The system of settlement to be observed is that of the
village assessment founded on the Native system, preserving the village
summunity unbroken, and rendering sales unknown for arrears of rent.

Bz J. E. CoreBrookg, RosmeNnT.
No instructions, nor any letters beyond those of form, on record,
Mzr. MarTIN, RESIDENT.

Ditto ditto.
LievTENANT-CoroNcL LockeTT, COMMISSIONTR.

22nd August, 1832, Balance of revenue rupees 21,258, includ-
ing Paemalee 897, and exceeding that of last year by 139 rupees,
which is considered a remarkable approximation. Mr. Middleton’s
and Mr. Cavendish’s on revenue affairs opposed to one another ; the
former showing an’ increase, the latter a decrease in cultivation : not
therefore prepared to say upon what period a new settlement should
be framed, and has no time to read the records being about to start on
a tour of Rajpootana. Considers the buttae system and that of re-
ceiving the rents in kind objectionable : at all events, the rates should
be so moderate as to induce the people of other states to settle here ;
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and does not think the Superintendent should enter on a settlement of
the revenue, ugtil he has made & tour of the province.

3rd January, 1833. Recommends that the half of the third
khureef kist be allowed jo lie over tifl March, on account of the suf-
ferings of the people from drought and locusts.

LieuvTexaNT-CoLoxeL Arvrs, CoMMissioNEeR.

80tk October, 1834. Recommends that the sum of rupecs 20,314-
5-0 be struck off the Superintendent’s books as irrecoverable, on ae-
count~of the assessment of 1832-34.

8rd November. Submits Mr. Edmonstone’s papers of 1831-5, and
states that Mr. Edmonstone has so well described the eircumstances
under which the settlement has been framed, that it only remains for
him to recommend its confirmation. Doubts whether it will be prac-
ticable to introduce long leases, where every third may be expected to
prove a year of drought. But thinks that an experiment might
be made in villages where the inhabitants are in good ¢ircum-
stances, and where they may have the means of making good the de-
ficiences of bad, by the profits of good, seasons. After Mr. Edmon-
stone shall have prosecuted his inquiries, great reliance may be placel
on his judgment in respect to the most eligible mode of assessing the
distriet.

22nd May. Submits a copy of Mr. Edmonstone’s report anl
revenue settlement, which that officer recommends may be confirmed
for a period of five years From the past history of the revcnuc as-
gessments of the district, froma the various considerations wluch Mr.
Edmonstone has brought to bear on the subject, and from his per<onal
inquiries, Colonel Alves considers this the most perfect settlement
which has been given to Ajmere. It 1s at once moderale to the peo-
ple, and secures the rights of Government.  Over-assessment and var-
able seasons have eonspired to reduce the people to poverty—the first
cause will now be greatly diminished ; but as one year in every three
or four yearsis a year of drought, there must be defuleations,
more especially when two years of drought come together ; for poor
people cannot make up the losses of one season from the profits of
another, and where rates are fixed one village does not make up the
deficiency of another.

These are the objections to settlements. The agreements in favour
are puch as arise from former over-taxation, the uhcertainty which the
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people experienced from prospective demands, the comfort and confi-
dence they will derive from knowing the extent of their futare payments.
Improvement in the resources of the district and the condition of the
people, may therefore be calculated on. Most villages will flourish, and
if some should fall into arrears, they can be relieved through remissions
or newly assessed. The settlement, which is moderate in its details,
equable and more justly apportioned than any former settlement, whilst
it is free from the paralyzing condition of yearly increase, may be cen~
firmed for five or ten years. The yesult will prove whether a Mouzawar
settlement for a period of ybars be practicable in Ajmere, or whether
yearly settlements be necessary., If it prove a generhl failure, other
principles must be had recourse to for leng or perpetusl settlements.

Half the prodice when taken in money, must be too high a rate ;
it throws the cost of conversion on the people ; and were the fevenue
taken iu kind, half would hardly bear a greater proportion than one-
third when taken in money. Whei classes of people pay different pro-
portions and one standard of payment be deemed right, it were pre-
ferable to reduce those who pay most to the standard of those who pay
least, rather*than ruise those who pay least to the highest standard.
There are no middle men employed, the settlement being directly be-
tween the Government and the potails of villages, whose condition
might be improved with advantage.

Disquisition on the origin of Biswadarce, which is supposed to
mean a rent of 8 per cent, after payment of Government revenue.

Lakes and Wells. Whatever are the vices of the people they are
industrious, and their vices may be ascribed to the calomty of season.
Disquisition regarding the advantages or othernise of horas or vil-
lage money lenders. Measures are iu progress for ascertaining the
validity of rent {ree tenures, and as Mr. Edmonstdne promises a report,
the period of its snbmission will be the proper time for entering on the
condition of that question. Tukavee las more frequently been found
elsewhere to be paid hack to Government as revenue, than applied
to the purchase of seed and cattle.  Still authority should be given to
make small advances, and the experiment which has answered so well
in Beawr be tried in Ajmere. ‘Wherever there is a certainty of doing
good, money shou'd be advanced ; the repair of old, and the construc-
tion of new works for irrigation, will coustitute the principal demand
for advances. The account of village expenses is considered satisfac~
tory,
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112k June, 1887. Submits correspondence relating to revemie
balances, and és not sanguine that the whole will be collected withim
she time specified By Lieutenant Macnaghten. All delays in recovers
ing the dues of Government, add to the difficulty of eventual recovery.

LETTER TO THE SUPERINTENDENT.

27th June, 1837. The Supetintendent does not sey how many
villages he proposes to grant Khewuts to. In the 19th paragraph of
his letter of 12th May 1836, Mr. Edmonstone describes his settlement
to be essentially Mouzawar, and in the 35th paragraph the mode of as-
sessing village expenses. The granting of Khewuts to the ryuts would
convert the Mouzawar into a Ryutwar settlement. Govermment has con-
firmed the settlement, and its authority will be necessary for any ex-
tensive change. The individual contributions under the village settle-
ment should be adjusted by the community headed by the potail
They best understand their own interest, and will generally perform the
work. An Assameewar assessment, on a small scale even, wourd re-
quire the superintendence of an Europen officer.

10th July. Submits correspondence with the Superintendent
relative to a change in the revenue assessment of the district, ori-
ginating in a proposal from the tuhseeldar to employ people to regu-
late individual payments. Reasons explained in the letter of 27th
ultimo, for not readily complying with this recommendation. Mr,
Macnaghten shows that Mr. Cavendish introduced the system ; but it
has not been followed out. The village expenses are for municipal
purposes, and must be continued although subject to abuse. The
Commissioner thinks that a assessment based upon yearly produce in
kind, although mnot collected in kind, is well adapted to the circum-
stances of the people, did it not involve too muech detail and interfers
eénce on the part of our Native officers : the best reasons for its
adoption are the uncertainty of season and the poverty of the cul-
tivators,. The Superintendent thinks the present assessment, although
moderate, cannot last ; but his reasoning is inconclusive. The sum
being fixed, it is distributed by the village community, and the peo-
ple profit by all improvements. Is not acquainted with Mr. Mar-
naghten’s reason for thinking that potails and putwarrees, who are
the natural guardians of the interests of the people, are leagued with
Government officers against them. Mr. Edmonstone has ably made
the inquiries, which the officiating Superintendent thinks are still call-
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ed' for. Sume of the people who have emigrated may rfeturt, and
it is not known whether others have not comes Th& Superintendt
ent’s interference should be limited to those cases in which unjust ap-
propriation is loudly complained of ; even then he should not give in~
dividual puttas, but require the villaze community fairly to adjust the
suttlement according to the Government demand.

8th Scptember. Highly approves of the endeavour to prevent
undne exactions from villages, and discusses the merits of inquiry into
the vilage expenses of Kehree.  Putwarrees should intimate, in
writt 12, any collections which they may suspect in excess to the
Khowat as settled by the village punch, and send an account of vil-
lage expenses as regulated by the village authorities at the end of
last year. To interferc further would be injurious to the Mouzawar
settlement. Report requested relating to five hundred emigrants—
showing, Ist. whether they were old mhabitants ; 2nd. the tenures and
rights they have left behind, and the canse assigned by each family
for quitting ; and the sime infurmation regarding the number of fa-
milies settled in the district during the same period.

24th February, 1838. The Superintendent shows that remission,
to the extent of Ra. 16,141 out of Rs. 25,901, will be required on
41 eke-fuslee villages, whilst the statement of 16th October included
only 23 or 24 villages ; remission will be immediately applied for on the
23 villages, but mote information is required regarding the remainder.
The rubbee crops in the 41 villages may, to some extent, make up the
deficiency in the khureef ; if not, this should appear.

15th March. Recommends a remission of Rs. 16,144 on the khu-
recf—40 villages have chosen to consider their assessment fluctuating,
and wish to be guided by this, The Superintendent is about to
inquire into their capabalities.

20th Aprd. The remission of 16,144 from the khureef to re-
main suspended, until the condition of the rubbee crops be complete-
ly ascertained and a report is furnished showing the character of the
Fuslee year 12435, .

11th August. Forwards letter of 10th instant from the Super-
intendent, and joins with him in recommending a remission of rupees
15,917 on account of the khureef, and rupees 5,684 on account of
the rubbee, The sson has been one of unusual drought. The

D
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firs; swn is on account of 39 khureef villages, the last from the failure
of the rubbee$m 20 of these villages.

8th September. Hopes that the Superintendent will soon recover
the 9,000 rupees due only last month. It becomes a payment from
the khureef crops of the present, instead of from the rubbee crops of
last season, and thus becoming 2 balance vequires eventually to be
remitted.  Collections should be punctual, and balances only remain,
when remissions are indispensable.

LieuTENANT-COLONEL SUTHERLAND, COMMISSIONER.

12th August, 1829. Commissioner's occupations, for some
months, will preclude the possibility of making himself acquainted
with the condition of the district in all departments of administration ;
but he will take the first opportunity of visiting, not only every per-
gunnah and istumrardaree, but if he can every village; wishes the
Superintendent to be prepared to enter on the duty on the opeuing of
the season. Relates to the istumrardars, aware how much has been
done by former Commissioners and Superintendents, partieularly by Mr.
Edmonstone. Situated as Ajmere is, it is most desirable that the dis~
trict should afford to surrounding states, an example of the beneficent
and paternal spirit in which the British Government desires to act
towards the chiefs of this country and its own subjects; and until
this object shall have been obtained, we must never slacken in our
exertions : wishes the Superintendent to report fully en the condition
of the several portions of the district. The Commissioner will
follow with the Superintendent’s report in his hand ; and he trusts that
from their united reports and observations, the Governor General will
have sufficient information before him to direct the adoption of
measures, which will give to this remote province all the advantages
which this country can derive from its connexion with ours.

10tk May. Relates to the Telees of Ajmere. They are res-
ponsible for Rs. 1,442-8 of the Rs. 7,250, at which the Kusbah is as-
sessed ; whilst the land which they cultivate, yields only Rs. 1,113, the
remainder consisting of poll tax 72, a tax on oil-presses 60, and “ bach”
or defalcation tax, rupees 212, The two former items are of late
imposition, and being put on to meet the deficiency of land revenue,
the Commissioner thinks they may be struck off without hesitation.
He has some doubt with respect to the * bach” or defalcation tax—
it is not & tax varying with the defalcation of idividuals for the sems
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eon, but a portion of the originel assessment extending all over the
Khalsa. It is, in short, the present Government demahd on the peo
ple over the Beejawan rates. In some parts of India it is called
“ Aen putts,” the excess “Sewaee putta,” and in mawy cases it ex+
tends to 8 annas in the rupee, descending to 4, 2 and 1, In the
present case the proportion is 212 to Rs. 1,113 ; but the Cemmissioner
%nows instances where, in the Kushah, it extends to 2 out of 7§. 1t
is supposed to be laid on in proportion to the means of the people to
bear it, and not according to soil, and cannot therefore last long; but
swwhen means are sufficient we never, it is understood, hear of this
part of the assessment as managed by the village community. It
is supposed that the reduction of this tax on a portion of the culti-
vators of the Kusbah, will lead to the expectation of the same reduc-
tion generally, and disturb the arrangements made by village commus~
nities for meeting the Government demand, ‘Would it not, on this
account, be better to grant the remissipn where necessary to the com-
munity gen erally, and to allow the heads of it to make their own ar-
rangement in its distribytion ? The reduction te the Telees is ne-
cessary ; or otherwise, according to the state of the season, and the
lake when it is full their lands are under water, when empty they
gre burnt up—and this is the reason, why under lake-irrigation as-
sessments are generally fluctuating.

Tuiep HeEaD.—GOVERNMENT LELTTERS, AND LETTERS FROM THE

Hox'sLe THE CourT oF DIRECTORS.

21st November, 1818. Mr. Wilder's proceedings, reported on the
27th of September, are considered to be, by the Right Hon'ble the
Governor (zeneral, well calculated to ascertain and sustain the capa-
bilities of the country, and the rights of Gevernment and of the people,
in so far as the Khalsa is concerned.

21st Janwary, 1820. Mr. Wiider's settlement of the Khalsa, re~
ported through Sir David Ochterlony’s letter of the 17th of Septem-
ber, is comsidered satisfactory, and hope is entertained of rapid reco-
wery from the state of depression caused by long misrule. To the
encouragement of ipdustry and the accumulation of capits, long leas-
sos are necessary ; and in a country so dependent on season, and
where the people Huva béen accustomed to annual adjustments, ouly
verylightmmsmmtsmieud them to recoguise the benefit of long
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leases. Any present loss to Government will be compensated by event
ual benefit. Bxperience proves the disadvantage of a jumma framed
on anticipated improvement, and the advantage of an equal annual
jumsma, except where abatement under peculiar circumstances is at
first required. Increasing assessment will dishearten the cultivators,
and disappoint the expectations of Government, injuriously affecting
the sources of wealth. Circumstances at Ajmere may admit of iucreas-
ing jumma. The jumma of 1226 having been entirely realized, and
only two muhals let in farm at the solicitation of the yroprictors, are
in proof of the moderation of Mr. Wilder's assessment.  Still mforms
ation i~ required of the principle on which the jumma has been fixed,
the mode in which the capability of the land has been ascertaincd, and
the grounds on which an increasing asscssment has been r2solved upon ;
and it is proposed to extend the settlement of the third year for two
more years, for the benefit of the people.

10th March. The improvement in the revenue, as reported in the
Tetter of the 15th ultimo, is satisfactory, and still greater improvements
are anticipated. In coneluding the arrangement for exc}n-mge of terri-
tory, it was fully understood that Ajmere was rated atan amount
greatly exceeding what Scindiah ever derived from the province.

20th February, 1821. The full detail afforded by Mr. Middleton,
through Sir David Ochterlony's letter of 30th ultimo, is considered
very satisfactory, as ¢ to the data on which his proposed settlement was
fyrmed, and his suggestion  to relinquish the increased jumma.” His
proceedings are generally approved. He is authorized to relinquish
rupees 29,850 the halance of 1227, and to limit the demand to rupees
1,59,764 for 1228, extending the same terms for five years or to 1233.

Mr. Wilder is considered justly to observe, that the rates of rent
must vary in different districts according to local circumstances. At
Delhie and other parts of the country, the rates have been taken up at
half, or sometimes at twenty-two-fortieths of the produce, with the
exception of course of zubtee land, apd the former rate is assumed by
Mr. Wilder. Any settlement, resting on the observatigns of a single
year, must be altogether uncertain ; a money rent, calculated on this
basis, will generally prove too high. There is reason to believe that g
considerable portion of the share nominally belonging to Government
1ust have been embezzled, or that the terms on which the tuhseeldar
eommuted the Government share for a money payment were favoura-
kle to the cultivator ; the practice prevailing most when the country
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ia least advanced, and so the zumeendar is able to pay from sources not
brought out. The improvidence of a rude people, the grain used
for seed and for support, must not be forgotten. Average prices of
grain as affecting the money commutation and importance of extend-
ing cultivation, are matters for consideration. Long settlements and
fixed money rents appear indispensable to the comfort of the people and
the improvement of the country. DBut the Government demand must
be restricted within narrower limits than half the produce. If any
arbitrary standard were to be taken, it is disposed to fix nearer on one-
third than one-half. There is a necessity for attending to local usages
m the rates payable by individuals and classes, which appears to have
led to the distinction observed by Mr. Wilder in the amount paid by
mokuddums and ryuts on zubtee lands.

Tth January, 1825. Satisfaction is expressed that the Khalsa
collections have been made, with the exception of rupees 5,520-8,
which is remitted. Distressed as the people are in the present year,
there is no doubt of the propriety of granting remissions; and the only
question is, whether enough has been granted by Mr. Wilder. The
first seasun having been unfavourable, the people can hardly have funds
to meet the demands of the present ; and if only half' the produce be
left with them, it is to be feared that the Government demand will
press heavy. It would be satisfactory if the Superintendent could
visit each village, and after personal inquiry demand only what it
can afford without distress. Mr. Wilder's plan of extending the set-
tlement is judicious, the Government being only anxious to avoid the
exaction of an excessive revenue, as the worst of evils.

10¢h March. Government transmits an extract from a letter
from the Court of Directors of 26th September, 1824.

The Court feel great confidence in Mr. Wilder's endeavours to
promote the public interests. But do not think that he could have
gained sufficient knowledge of the resources of the district and the
circumstances of the people, to justify his recommendation of so rapid
ap augmentation of the public assessment. Scindia’s last year’s re-
venue, 1225, was rupees 1,15,060 ; the following year the Superin-
tendent forms an annual assesement with the helders of the Khalsa, for
1,59,384, being 44,234 in excess—from the favourable state of the sea-
son, this was realized ; then a settlement was entered into for 1227-28-
29, at 1,79,457, 2,01,691, 2,49,303. Government thereon intimated
(23rd January, 1820) fo Mr. Wilder, that although the amoust of the
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gxtension of cultivation was gratifying, yet that great care should be
taken lest the rising spirit of indudtry or the sccumulation of capital
should be checked. Mr. Wilder's admission,(9th January, 1821)
proved the justness of the apprehension from the sudden increase of
assessment. The instructions to relinquish the balance, to limit the
demand to 1,59,764, and to extend that for five years, entirely approve
ed. It is confidently expected that the objects of inquiry, to which
Mr. Wilder’s attention was directed (20th February, 1821), will have
elicited a body of valuable information,

20tk October. The information contained in Mr. Middleton’s
letter of 17th ultimo, on the state of the country, is satisfactory. But
since only rupees 3,485 were realized out of a jumma of 1,00,681, it
might have been better to have rehnquished the whole, as was done in
the western division of the Delhie territory ; authorized to write off
rupees 28,656-4-3 in addition to 68,540 already authorized. How-
ever liable Kham collections may be to abuse even on a limited scale,
they are authorized in the present year. How inadequate the exer-
tions of a single European to secure an accurate estimate of the crops
1 all the Khalsa !  As there is every prospect of an abundant harvest,
it is hoped that the jumma of 1231 (1,67,000) might be realized with-
out difficulty. It is the best basis on which to form the demand of
the present year, unless a minute Mouzawar inquiry can be entered
on—and this is to be continued to the pedple until a detailed village
settlement is made ; when not acceptable, the village to be made Kham,
or abatement given, according to circumstances. Fixed money rent
desired instead of a jumma dependent on an estimation and valuation
of crops, except when some ovet-powering cause, such as the drought
or frost of last year, may destroy all specific engagements.

t1th January, 1827. Government, in reply to Sir C Metealfe’s
letter with enclosures, obsérves : The part to be settled consists of
eighty Khalsa mehals, with each an uslee and one or more dukhlee
appendages, forming in all one purgunnah and two tuppahs, villages
extensive in a thinly peopled country, bordering on the desert, pastur-
age and hay being a principal source of profit. Jumma compared with
the Kham collections ordinarily less. Well pleased with the eare
with which the settlement has been regulated and imposed—confirmed
accordingly ; satisfied that the settlement has been entered into with
one or more of the village community. The realization of the first
yerr’s seitlomerit supports the inférence that it islight, aleo the fact
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that all except one muhal have aeccepted the terma.  Seftlement
Mouzawar and not detailed seccording to statements, circulated from
the Territorial Office. When from any cause it might be necessary to
cancel the engagement, this could be done. These rules may be ap-
plied to the Mouza which remains in Kham management, and there is
no reason in the land tenures of Ajmere for not.acting on them :
slthough the want of hands and of time renders this impossible on s
large scale.

16th August, 1830. Hon’ble the Court of Directors, 22nd De-
cember 1830, approve perfectly of the indulgence afforded in seasons
of calamity, and rejoice that the depression of the cultivators has not
been permanent ; wells, when they ean economically be sunk, would
evidently increase the produce of the country, and prevent the total
failure of crops. Mr. Middleton’s re-settlemeut of the Khalsa, appears
to have been carefully and judiciously performed. His suggestion for
sowing oats should not be neglected.

24th August. Balance of 1236 remitted, Rs. 17,311 13 3

Ditto 1237 ditto, » 19,085 1 9

36,396 15 0

 Desirable no longer to delay noticing Mr. Cavendish’s report of
2nd March, 1829. Preparatory to a general adjustment, which may
be unattended with distress to the people. The circumstances detail-
ed in the ninth and following paragraphs of Mr. Cavendish’s letter,
supposing them to be correct, indicate the necessity of a general revi-
sion and equalization, if not reduction, of the assessment. There is
no hesitation in sanctioning a general abatement when necessary of
the public demand, to correct the evil of over-assessment prejudicial
alike to the interest of the state and of the subject. General observa-
tions do not afford sufficient data, yet the emergency of the case does
not allow of any inquiries like those prescribed in Regulation VIE of
1822 ; more detailed investigation must precede the ensuing settle-
ment, and its unexpired period is to be diligently employed in asber-
taining capabilities. Kunkoof collections are objectionable, the wmea-
sure of stopping them is approved ; and as theze are no complaints,
this is suppased afreeable to the people. Moosadara collections should
not be rehnquished ; they are of ancient origin, and are neither unpo-
pular nor unproducgive. The grant of buranee lands to non-sgricul-
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turists is approved ; they are supposed to be different from the wey-
ranee lands, noticed in the 35th paragraph, as the property of village
communities. Five per eent to poteils and reform of putwarree ac-
counts approved,

4th October, 1831. Balance of 1238 on the Khalsa re-entered,
Tupees 20,721-1-9.

1s¢t December. The Court of Directors (11th May, 1831) consi-
der the inquiry into the titles of rent free lands of Ajmere a matter of
delicacy, and that it was entered on in too summary a manner. The
Collector reported that extensive frands were practised ; and he was,
without instructions for his guidance, ordered forthwith to enter on the
work. The Court will be agreeably disappointed, if errors of precipita-
tion are not incurred by a young man so circumstanced. Investiga-
tion with a view of resumption should not be entered on, unless there
be stroug presumption that exemption stands on invalid grounds. A
state of uncertainty and alarm should never bLe rashly inflicted on the
individuul, by having his interests threatened.

17th June, 1833. The sum of rupees 21,238-3-7 to, be written
off as irrecoverable from the Ajmere Khalsa for 1239 Fuslee. The re-
port on the cause of the balance is defective, and the principle on
which the remission is recommended, erroneous. Buf particulars are
now of impossible ascertainment. The system of revenue manage-
ment is very unsatisfactory, and must be stopped as soon as possible.
If the assessment was originally too high, or if eircumstances are chang-
ed, the obvious remedy of reducing the Government demaud should
be applied. The objectionable cause of collecting from year to year
all that is to be had, and declaring the remainder irrecoverable, induced
those who could pay to withhold, and afforded no assurance that re-
Tief was granted to those requiring it.

The proposal to measure the lands and revive the settlement is not
sanctioned. But the Superintendent will investigate the assets of our
assessed estates, revise their settlements, and recommend such reduc-
tion as may be necessary.

28th April. The measure adopted by Mr. Edmonstone for tho
realization of the rubbee revenue for 1241, is sanctioned. Government
relies in his discretion to give a liberal consideration” to claims for re-
mission ; %0 that distress may not be caused by collecting more than,
under sueh circumstances, ought to be demanded: TIhe general and
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eéntire renrission, recommended by Colonel Spiers, is considered an
injudicious and unequal mode of affording relief. It is’ right to defer
the settlement, but attention should he directed to it, and no time be
lnst in fixing the revenue demand.

18th December, Sanctions the scttlement for 1242 Fuslee. Re-
serves the consideration of the guestion of granting leases for a longer
period, in expectation of further information. Remission of rupees
20,314-5 for 1840.

21st June, 1836. The Hon'ble the Lieutenant-Governor sanctions
Mr. Edmonstone’s settlement for a period of ten years, from 1243
Fuslee, on the jumma stated in the accompaniments of Colonel Alves’
letter of 22nd Muy. He is satisfied that the zeal, industry and intelli-
gence of Mr. Edmonstone have enabled him to make the hest settle-
ment that present circumstances will admit of, and trusts that it will
prove moderate, and be realized without distress to the people. It is
our duty carefully to watch the operations of each season, that an im-
mediate reduction of the demand may be proposed, when a necessity
for this may be clearly shewn to exist. It is not considered necessary
to alter the condition of potails, and the usual course according to
custom is preferable. Result of inquiries regarding Biswadarce ten-
ures will, as elsewhere probably, show that they are the proprietary
community of the village, and indiscriminately called biswadars and
zumeendars ; that the shares are trausferable by sale and gift, and des-
cend by hereditary rules, by Ilindoo law, the custom of the tribe, or
the power of the individual. That the lands are liable for the revenue,
and that the persons failing to pay are removeable, permanently or

temporarily, at the will of Government.

Arrears of Tuckavee have been found a means of putting off irre~
coverable balances. If the assessment be moderate Tukavee is not
necessary, and if heavy it will not correct the evil. Advances for
wells, tanks, and other similar permanent improvements involving out-
lay of capital and promising Jasting profit are advantageous, and will
always be authorized when sufficient reason may be shown. Recom-
mends the Cotrmissioner to seek information from the Secretary to
the Sudder Board for useful revenue accounts.

28¢h July, 1837, Letter of 10th instant acknowledged, relating
to contemplated changes in the Khalsa villages. The Commissioner is
considered very justly t3 observe, that the change in the Khewut pro-

E
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poted by the Superintendent, woyld change the gettlement from Mou-
zawar into Ryatwar. The chauge is undesirable, and the proposed mea-
sure is disallowed. The Superintendent is entirely 1 errar in repre-
senting the village expenses as a tax, and in proposing to put it away
altogether. Thesc are expenses incident to the management of all
property, and inseparable from its possession ; the village ex})en-:es are
defraycd by Government through a deduction from the jumma ; the
potuil must primarily manage the disbursement, and tae differences
which may arise are ordinarily settled by the commumty, without much
diffieulty ; interference often foments quarrels, and it should be directed
to conciliatory purposes, not to the breaking up the whole frame of
the society. The village accountant and the leading men of the vil-
lage being summoned, they will proceed with the audit of the account
in the presence of the European officer, under the superintendence of
the Kanoongoe, or other available intelhgent officer. The sum total
when once adjusted, is apportioned according to the village custom, and
the obligation will in general be readily admitted. This simple pro-
cess occupies little time, and occasions little interruption of auy other
work.

3rd October. Abuses stated to exist in the buranee administra-
tion of Ajmere. The orders contained in the Commissioner’s letter are
entirely approved. There 1s nothing in the disallowance of Lieutenant
Maucnaghten's proposition, or in the maintenance of the Mouzawar set-
tlement, which diminishes the security or protection to which the cul-
tivators, mot under direct engagements with the Govermnent, are en-
titled. After carefully examining the disputed items in village accounts,
the Superintendent should proceed to decide upon them, and if embez-
zlement be proved, recover from the party guilty of it. It must be re-
membered that alms and religious endowments and. fee to public offi~
cers are frequently allowed by the villnges, and unprejudiced natives in
a similar rank of life will ascertain this. Emigration does not appear
to arise from Government demands, and inquiries ordered by the Com-
missioner to ascertain the cause of it are considered judicions. No
opportunity should be lost 1n forming a direct conclusitn on o subject
80 interesting in itself, and. important to the character of our adminis-
tration.

Tth, April; 1838, A report is reguired on the state of the collec~
tions when the rubhee crops are cut, showing the amount of remissions,
recommended, and the amount proposed tocbe relinquished op, the
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khureef to remain suspended ; in the meantime no attempt is to be
made to collect it.

17th September. Khureef remissions last year,
Rubbee

ditto

ditto,

15917 14 1
5634 15 0

21,552 13 1

FourtH-Heap.—LieuTt.-CoL. SUTHERLAND'S REPORT.

The following is a statement of the average price of wheat, barley,
mote, and Indian-corn in the market—the four descriptions of grain
principally grown and consumed of the assessment and collections in

twenty-two years:

- @ A S . = =

E § E 'g = 3 § Asgessment. Collections.

ERE" A A A°
1818 14 22 13 22
1819 13 2 24 27 1,59,746 1,59,746
1820 13 21 21 24 1,79,457 1,40,684
1821 16 23 22 28 2,49,305 1,64,700
1822 21 80D 26 36 1,64,700 1,64,700
1823 21 38 36 46 1,64,700 1,62,670
1824 20 35 30 36 1,64,700 1,59,279
1825 17 21 21 21 1,64,700 31,930
1826 21 29 29 29 1,37,663 1,37,663
1827 25 42 85 49 1,44,072 1,44,072
1828 27 52 37T 69 1,44,072 1,42,760
1829 25 45 42 51 1,44,072 1,26,646
1880 26 39 39 44 1,44,072 1,24,956
1831 26 88 40 39 1,44,072 1,23,350
1832 32 55 47 68 1,44,072 1,22,813
1888 25 38 27 85 1,44,941 1,24,629
183¢ 12 18 14 19 80,341 80,343
1885 17 29 30 83 1,19,287 1,18,958
1886 22 83 30 38 1,27,525 1,27,513
1837 22 29 28 32 1,27,525 1,26,810
1838 18 24 19 23 1,27,525 1,05,872
1889 17 23 21 24 1,28,154 1,22,730
8490 11 200 21 22 1,28,934 97,216
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AVERAGES.
g _32' 3 .E £  Assess-  (Collec-
E :g = E O ment. tions.

1818 to 1822 inclusive, 164 24} 21} 274 1,88,302 1,ui442
1823 to 1827  ditto, 21 33} 30% 36} 1,55167 1,27,1¢3
1828 to 1832 ditto, 273 46 413 54} 1,44,072 1,28,105
1833 to 1837 ditto, 20 30 261 31 1,19,922 1,15610
1838 to 1840 ditto, 12 20 21 22 1,28,204 1,08,606
Average of 22 years, 20} 31} 28 34} 147,133 1,26,777

1t will be seen that there is not that connaxion between high price

and high revenue in this part of the country, which is geaerally known
elsewhere ; nor is the revenue in the Khalsa collected with facility
in periods of high price ; because the villages, very generally, are
what are called weyranee, yielding mostly only one erop—that pro-
duced during the rains ; and where there is a failure of that crop, there
is little hope for the people for the rest of the year. If their tanks
are not in repair, aud they have few or no wells, they quit their vil-
lages in greater or fewer numbers with their cattle, accafsling to the
degree in which the rains fail, and 1etire to the more favoured lands of
Harowtee and Malwa, where, at all events in the latter country, fa-
mines are never known. To the more prosperous villages, however,

where the tanks are in tolerable repair and where there are wells, sea-
sons of high price afford rich harvests, they pay their revenue with
facility, and reap corresponding profits themselves. It will be seen by
any person who has patience to go through the letters, of which ab-
stracts are given under the 1st. 2nd. and 3rd. heads of this despatch,
that throughout the whole period of our rnle here, it has been one
continued struggle on the part of the husbandman against the nature
of the seasons ; that there has been constant remissions, almost every
year, of portions of the Government demand ; whilst there has, at the
same time, been a gradual falling off of the amount of our nssessment—
the last formed by Mr. Edmonstone being the lowest throughout the
whole period. The first four years of our rule yielded'an average

revenue of rupees 1,57,442 ; the next ten years, rupees’l,27,614 ;
the last seven years, rupees 1,12,108. Had the course of manage-
ment tended to enrich the people, these results migh"t have been consi-
dered comparatively unimportant ; but the contrary seemed to be per-
fectly understood and acknowledged on all handso: whilst the almost
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universal call of the people now, is to be relieved from the eagage-
ments into which they entered with Mr. Edmonstone, whose settle~
ment was made with great care, that gentleman entertaining, as, I may
safely say, did all the able and experienced revenue officers who pre~
ceded him—Mr. Wilder, Mr. Middleton, the Hon’ble Mr. Cavendish—
the most lively 1nterest in the welfare and prosperity of the people en~
trusted to their charge, in this remote and interesting tract of territo-
ry.

II. My duties of a political character required my presence at
Joudpoor, in the first week of my arrival here, in March 1839 ; and
the settlement of the affairs of that state, kept me mostly there till the
beginning of January last.

12th August, 1839. I however requested the Superiniendent,
at the termination of the rainy season, to visit every pergunnah and
every village in the district, and to report on its condition—and I
meant to follow in his track about the beginning of the year. But
I was summoned to wait upon the Right Hon'ble the Governor Gene-
ral at Gwalinr at that very time, and did not get back to Ajmere till the
middle of March, when the season was too far advanced ; for it is only
after the khureef crop has been cut, and the rubbee is in progress,
that the condition of the country and of the people can be seen and
understood.

III. I have now, however, returned from performing & four of the
district, and proceed to lay in some detail before the Hon’ble the Lieut.-
Governor, my sentiments on the condition of the people, and on the
measures which I consider necessary to be adopted for restoring them
to that prosperity, which there is every appearance of their having en-~
joyed in some former period of their history—giving at first a des-
cription of the condition of particular towns and villages, in different
parts of the district, which without burthening the record may be re-

ceived as a specimen of the whole.

1.— Tubejee. Our first settlement of this place was rupees 10,470.
It is now rupees 6,500, and the arrear on this is rupees 926-14-9, up
to the peried at which collections terminate in the last Fuslee year. Yet
the town itself is in a prosperous and healthy condition, and so is its
cultivation, There is no doubt that our assessment of this village, in
the first period of our rule, was far too high ; it drove away a num-
ber of the cultivatgrs, and some of them have not even yet returned ;
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wor kas the village recovered from the depression which it then expe-
riiced. They give tov a List of twelve prospercus assamees, who died
in the course of six or seven mowthe in the last year, from an epidemtc
diseage which visited the village, and hence the arrear of fevenie.
They kave of courde suffered in common with othet pleces, froin the
séarcity of rain in the last thres years, and the almust famine which
vidited them in the present year imjaring in most plades, drd destroy-
ing in some, the khureef crops, whilst the September fall of rain gives
good promise of rubbee, even although there have been no Christmas
showers in this part of the country. There these tanks require repair,
although they are not so much in ruin as most others ; this done, their
wells will be filled, and cultivation m all years will be much extended,
and secured in almost the most unfavourable.

2.—Saradna. In the first five years this town was settled at
rupees 9,425, it fell in the next settlement 1o rupees 6,800, and is now
rupees 5,800, with an arrear of rupees 1,438. It is a prosperous town,
with extensive and well-established cultivation, having wells as well
as tanks ; the former of an excellent description—the latter almost
useless from an accumulation of the mud of many years ; afid the wells
are comparatively useless, because they are not daily replenished from
the tank. A village with a good tank and wells, sets most seasons at
defiance ; wells without a tank are better than a tank without wells ;
for if there is no water to fill the tank there is necessarily no rubbee
cultivation at all, and then the people are sure to be reduced to great
misery, particulatly under settlements for periods of years. The peo-
ple of Suradra tell the sanie story of their sufferings from over-as-
sessmment in the first years of our réign, by which many were driven to
emigrate, and some have not returned. Nothing has beeit done to re-
peir their fine old tank, which would afford sure prosperity.

8.—Burkuteawas. At first paid rapees 5,510, then rupees 4,250,
and is now assessed at 3,500, which they complain of as being excess-
ive, and they desire to be released from engagements, beidg iif arrears
ripdes’ 754-15-0. There is a great spread of healthy cultivation,
but it is doubtful whether there will be water enough to carry it
through ; the digging of wells is very expensive, the rock being of the
hardest description and near the surfsce, and the supplies of water in
the wells are seanty ; but there is & remedy for the evil immedisbely at
hawdg in the repair of their two tanks——one of which hag been in'ruin
tike ondeof mind, and the othes for twemty-four yopes.
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4.—Rajqurh. Kusha and four Myugras. Assessed af first ot ru-
pees 6,672, and has now fallen to rupees 4,700, and is in arvears mu-
pees 1,340.  Although this Kusba lies within ten miles of Ajmere and
the same distance of Nusseerabad, it is in a very reduced conditipn.
One of the tanks is in goed repair, but three others are ruined ; theye
ave, however, greater capabilities about this place than wost others in
the country. The repair of the ewbankments is already in progress,
in Captain Dixon’s hands ; and it is uot too much to expect that the
revenue of this important place will be doubled in the next four or five
years, and its own prosperity proportionably inereased.

5.—Keysurpoora. The tank has been burst for the last twenty years,
and receives very imperfoct periodical repair from the people ; but it
is npw entirely empty, the principal feeder having been diverted to fill
the tank of Urjinpoora, a village two miles off, by a decision of the
Courts, traversing from the Supenatendents to the Commmissioners. A
strong dam of masonry has been built across this wulla, whilst a chan-
nel has been cut, to give the water a different direction. There is no
question of the injustice of this decree, and although it be that of a
former Confmissioner, it onght to be reversed ; it has reduced Keyaur-
poora to great poverty and distress, and wmaterially injured the Go-
vernment revenue, and of its operation the people complain most bit~
terly. 1 have been obhiged to deny them redress, mesning to, refer the
matter Lo Government.

After a_ circuit through the western and soufhern portions of the
district, which took me from the 2nd to the 18th of December, pasa-
ing entirely throygh a tragt of country opcupigd by the Isfumrardans,
those of Musoods, Buxlee, Bhinae, Deolea, Shapoora, Sawun and Para,
the comlition of which will he elsewhere desgribed, we naached, the
Khglsg town of

6.—XKekree. 'Fhe second town in importance, in a commerecial
point oft view, in the Ajmere districty yielding Rs. 6,000 of land, and ru~
pees 5,000 of cuptoms revenue, The caltivation of Kekree is very ex-
tegsive, and the lands to, agreat distance were cowered with corn-
stalks and cotton fields, whilst on approaching the town itself there
was abundance of wheat, barley and gram cuyltivation ; some of the
wheat and barley growing on unirrigated land, the first of the kind we
had seen in the Khalsa, the deep black soil of Malwa and Harowtee,
which we had seen in the Shapoora andiSawar distriets, passing this
far north. I do roj think I ever saw so many gopd suhstmatial wells
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#0 crowded together ; most of them built, the people said, during our
rule ; and all of them are now ia full operation, but with the exception
of one tank, which was thoroughly repaired by Mr. Edmonstone, the
water of which is more used for the cattle and the towms-people than
for irtigation ; the others are in part or altogether in ruin. One of
these might be immediately repaired at a cost of 1,800 rupees, and
would be very beneficial ; but there is a great deal of Milik and Bhoo-
mea land under it, the owners of which should first engage to bear
their fuir proportion of the cost.

The town-wall, which is a good substantial work, built by Mr.
Edmonstone, affords great security and comfort to the mercantile com-
munity, for which they are very thankful, But about 150 yards and
two of the gateways remain incomplete, and would cost about 1,300
rupees.* I was disappointed in the commercial appearance of the
place, although it is a sort of emporium in these parts, and the amount
of customs duty shows that trade is not very extensive. There is no
doubt that the condition of the mercantile and trading portion of the
community is better in the Khalsa than in the Istumraree portion of
the district ; but this may be doubled as to the agricultural ?)opulation.
It was surprising what a number of little grievances the people of this
one town had to complain of—want of justice, there being no court
mearer than Ajmere, the oppressions of the thanadar, and the duf-
fadar commanding a party of the district horse stationed here. It
took me two days to hear and decide these cases, or to refer them to
the Superintendent ; whilst in the whole of my progress of sixteen
days through the Tstumraree possessions, there was hardly a complaint
from any one, and no complaints at all in the better managed portions
of these possessions, The Principal Sudder Ameen was ordered from
Ajmere to be stationed here for a time. But the people would much
have preferred that the administration of justice should be placed in
the hands of the neighbouring Thakoor and Istumrardar of Joopcea,
whose treatment of his own people fully justifies their preference.

7.—Bugwuntpoora. Belonging to the Ramsir pergunnah, pays 600

ru and would, the people say, were the tank in thorc;ug,h repair,
pay 2,000 rupees. Ineffectual efforts are made by the people to keep
it in repair, and last year they spent 275 rupees upqn it, whilst this

These works have now been sanctioned by the Hon'ble the
Lieutenent-Governor, N. W. Provinges,
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wear it is as bad as ever. 'l‘hamuo{ny portion of the embankiment
was built by the late Raja of Kishengurh, when he held the pergunnah
in farm from the Mahrattas ; he built 2 number of other similar works,
understanding his interests, as the farmer of the district in this ; but
they huve mostly been allowed to go to ruin. The people have dug a-
bout twenty wells at a cost of about 200 rupees each, and channels
are carried in every direction for the irrigation of their fields ; but all
are comparatively useless, because the tank which ought to fill them
is nearly empty ; from 500 to 1,000 rupees, it is said, will repair the
tank, and materials are being collected.

8.—Ramsir. The Kusba of the pergunnah. Three days residence
at the place satisfied me that it is in the most miserable condition ; the
town-wall is in ruin, and the police is not so good as to save the peo-
ple from nightly visits from the neighbouring Meena robbers of Jey-
poor. Su that it is not on account of the safety in which they live
under our rule, that it is allowed to go to ruin. The dilapidated con-
dition of the huuses, the state of the streets and lanes, and the out-
ward and visible signs of poverty, ull speak volumes. I have really
seen nothing so poverty-stricken, since I was employed eighteen years
ago in the civil duties of the Nizam’s country.

There is sufficient reason for this. The prosperity of the town en-
tirely depends on its magnificent lake ; one of the principal feeders is
neglected, and although the embankments are in tolerable repair the
lake has been almost dry for the last three years ; there are no wells—
and a place thus circumstanced has been required to make good the
amount of yearly settlement ; a number of the cultivators have emi-
grated, and their share of the assessment for falling on those who re-
main, has reduced the whole to poverty ; whilst there is an accumula=
tion of arrears still claimed, which has paralyzed the energies of the
whole community ; that community being split into factions, and requir-
ing therefore very closs supervision ; whilst, so far as I could learn,
no European officer has visited the place for the purpose of setting
things to rights since the settlement of 1835 was formed. In the
present year, the khureef crops fiiled extensively ; but the rains of
September £lled the tank, and have given a promise of extensive rub-
beecultivation, Twethousand beegahs of wheat and barley lands stretch
away in great beauty to the eastward of the tank, which stands so high
that the water runs into every man’s field ; the expenditure of one or
2,000 rupees on the tgnk, will add a thousand more beegahs.to the cul-

I"
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tivation ; and by turning the nulls six miles distant into the tank, a fult
supply of water may be secured in almost the worst season ; to this
some villages object, whilst others faveur the prospect as tending te
their benefit ; but of questions of this kind the Government officers
must judge, and not isolated villages.

There is a second tank, which has been in ruin for many years, the
bed of which stands higher than the present lake. These two works
completed the restoration of Ramsir, and its former posperity may be
confidently anticipated in a few years. But. even then, a village thus
circumstanuced requires close supervision on the part of the Collector ;
and it is quite obvious that as in other parts of India depending en-
tirely on fanks, the quantity of*water in cach at the end of the season
must be the test of the quantity of revenue which they can pay from
the rubbee harvest. I know many places where the quantity of water
is taken as a sure criterion of this, and such must always be the case
where cultivation depends on irrigation.

9.—Samode. A prosperous and well managed village, Iying be-
tween Nusseerabad and Ramsir, and paying 1,500 rupees. Having
three tanks and many good wells. 1 saw two built within ‘the last few
years, which cost 1,500-rupees ; those who built them claiming to
hold their lands on more favourable terms for some years, than the
terms on which the other lands of the village are held. There is no
question that the village which has wells as well as tanks is in the
most prosperous condition, and that it is almost proof against the ad-
versity of season, even in the Ajmere district ; where there are tanks,
there will generally if not always be wells ; but 1 believe that in
some place encouragement is necessary to induce the people to dig
and build them ; else, if water runs info the fields through channels, it
is evident that the man who digs a well, and goes through the expen-
sive operation of drawing water from it, will cultivate at a disadvan-
tage ; and a well is tou expensive for an ordinary cultivator to have, a-
gainst the contingeney of bad scasons, if runuing water is to be had
from the tank : when the water does not run through sluices from the
tank, but fills the wells from filtration, then of course every one must
have wells ; and villages thus circumstanced are, according to my ob-
servation, themost prosperous; but whether filtration can take place, ne-
cessarily depends on the quality of the soil. Ther® are three tanks at
Samode, neither of them of any magnitude, and each belonging to a
particular division of the towns-people ; they meg therefore be consi-
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dered naress, rather than tanks ; the spil'does not generally admit of
filtration, but through sluices and chanmels ; a considerable quantity
of land can be irrigated from these tanks; two of them are in ruin,
and the third nearly so, and materisls are being collected for the re»
pair of all.

The people are every where perfeotly aware of the sites most ad-
vantageous for tanks ; they shewed me near Samode a place, where
by throwing a stone embankment across a hollow of about three hun-
dred yards end uniting two hills, at a cost it is thought of 3 or 4,000
rupees, a perfect lake might be formed, irrigating the whole valley be-
low—and the people maintain that they would have the right to dam
up this nulla, which rises in and runs through their lands ; but this
the people of Ramsir deny, as the nulla is one of the feeders of their
lake.

10.—Maosa. The lands are tolerably eultivated, and the village
itself is in a corresponding degree of prosperity. It is assessed at ru-
pees 950 ; but there is an arrear of 603-4, arising from the last three
years of drought. The crops are very promising now, yet the people
pray to be released from engugements, which indeed is the almost
universal prayer—low as the settlement is compared with former set-
t'lements, and moderate as it was at the time it was fixed. There is
here one fine tank almost always useless, and now with two breaches
in the bund fer want of trifling repairs, although the people waste la-
bour andmoney onitevery year. But to render the tank thoroughly use-
ful, it is necessary to turn a deep nulla into it from a poiat nbout a
mile to the westward, where it runs slick away to the bunas, through
the lands of the jageer village of Moradiree ; when the nulla is full it
runs into the Maosa tank, in spite of the people of Moradiree.
The water is of no use to them, yet they object to the bund within
and to the cut through their lands, although these lands are perfectly
unproductive ; and these are questions for the officers of Government
to decide.

11.—Jaloura. A mugra of Shreenuggur, paying rupees 667. The
detérioration of the village commenced seven years ago, and has gra-
dually incréa.sed, until now half the houses are empty. The people
say that neither Mr, Edmonstone, nor any other Supcrintendent, ever
visited the village, and it is certainly in the most forlorn and desclate
condition ; such as might he expected, whene the officers of Govern~
memt attend only yedr after year to the collection , of if6- revenue.
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The emigrants have gone to Mg}wa, it is said, but can be easily recall-
ed. The universal complaint in this part of the country is against the
mode of assessment and collection practised by us ; the defalcations
of those who die, emigrate, or are ruined, falling on those who remain—
a thing inseparable from the system of village assessment for a period
of years; which system, or any other system of revenue management,
requires indeed much closer superintendence than hae been bestowed
on it here.

There are three tanks at this place all in ruin, and the great ob-
ject of the people is to unite them and form them into one tank—this
inay easily be done; and a deep and rapid nulla which runs past the
south end of one of them, may by a strong dam of masonry be turned in,
and secure water to fill the tank in almost the worst season. There
would be then no question of prosperity ; for an immense tract of the
finest land at present almost useless stretches far to the east, and
comes under the influence of the tank, either through filtration, or
sluices and water-courses leading to every man's field. Materials are
being collected. .

12.—Lowera. Assessment 1.500 rupees, arrcars 1,130-3-7. They
give a list of eleven emigrant assamees, who have goune to Jeypoor,
Oudeepoor and Marwar. I saw their houses, fields and wells in ruin.
There is a magnificent tank, which has been in ruin time out of mind 3
it is admirably situated, and when in thorough repair will be hardly
inferior to that of Ramsir ; whilst, from the nature of the soil, it will
diffuse its blessings to three or four neighbouring villages, giving a new
inpulse to all things. At present we see a poor man with two half
starved bullocks labouring at a salt well, and hardly producing food for
himself and for them. Did the water flow or filtrate from this lake, one
man’s labour would produce almost the result of the labour of ten men
on the present system. A nulls, which must run with immense force
in the rains, has driven & breaeh of not more than thirty or forty
yards right through the centre of the bund—and here a very strong
work will be required ; for the rest, the earthen bund must be raised
thmugia its whole extent, and perhaps lengthened ; and mhterials are be-
ing collected.

13.—Phurkea. Assessment 1,500 rupees, arrears 977-10-0. Saw
the houses, wells and lands of nineteen assamees who have emigrated
in the last seven years. It really seems as if this portion of the dis-
trict had been drained of its wealth and of its molstyre ; notwithstand-
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mg the Leavy rain which fell in Septempber, the wheat and barley fields
already put on a parched, and in some places a withered appearance,
giving indication, I fear, of what is to happen should no more rain
fall ; for the water in many of the wells is so salt, as hardly to be fit
for use. Therc is no saying to what extent this draining of wealth and
moisture would proceed, were no measures taken to arrest the progress.
To the almost flood of 1840 sumbut, fifty-seven years ago, is attribut-
ed the bursting of most of the embankments in this part of the coun-
try, and nothing has since been done to repair them. The embank-
ment at Phurkea suffered in common with others ; but the breach is
not more than fifty feet wide, and will be easily repaired, and materiale
are being collected.

14.—Rampoora. A mugrs of Sheonuggur. Appears to me to have
suffered less than most of the villagey in this quarter, but several of
its inhabitants have emigrated, whose houses [ saw in ruin.

15.—Khanpoora. s more prosperous than any village in this
quarter, and there has been no emigration from it ; its fields are well
cultivated, and the people industrious and prosperous, although they
are divided :mwngst themselves. Two small streans may by stone
embankments be turned into two or three narees, equal in magnitude
almost to village tanks, although belonging to individuals. The village
tank has been in ruin for many years, and it is doubtful whether it
would pay the expensc of repair from the small quantity of land
which it would irrigate ; it is almost two miles from the village, and it
is not easy to understand why a tank was constructed on the very out-
skirts of the village lands.

16.—Hatabuttee. Is a mugra of Shreenuggur, and in a very de-
pressed condition, and there are seven emigrant assamees. Its fine
tank had a great hreach made through its centre in 1840 sumbut, hard-
1y more however than fifty feet wide, and so substantial is the earthen
bund, that little more damage has been done from that time to this 3
this will immediately be repaired, and materials are being collegted.
7.—Shreenuggur. This fine old Kusba, with its six mugras, the
head of the district, consisting of thirty-one tuwns and villn.ggs, paid
in the first Years of our rule rupees 16,200 ; it then fell to 13,500 3
and Mr. Edmonstone’s settlement is for 10,500 ; but from this has
been excluded the mugra of Rampoora, which is separately assessed at
1,500. By a list furmished thirty-nine assamees have emigrated from
the kusba and eightden from the mugras, since the coniplstion of the
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pettlement—whilst nine have diéad, leaving no heirs to carry on their a-
gricultural operations. There is accordingly an arrear of rupees
4,495-11-6. This is the only place in the district where the peopls
complain of Mr. Edmonstone’s settlement, as being unsuited to their
condition at the time, or of the measures taken to conclude it. The
condition of Shreenuggur is hardly better than that of its neighbour,
the Ramsir kusba ; and I really know not how this fine old town, lying
within ten miles of Ajmere, is to be restored to its former condition,
or the same amount of Government revenue is to be drawn from it.
A closer superintendence of its affairs may do much. But thereisa
magnificent place for a lake, which,would rival the Anna Sagur inbeauty,
and far surpass it in utility. To this work all eyes are directed, and
almost the whole town turned out to visit the place with me. Ii lies
within a few hundred yards of the north-west of the town, where a
stone bund of one hundred and fifty yards would unite two hills ; byt
it must be of immense strength, und it is thought would cost not less
than 20 or 25,000 rupees. The work, it is said, was contemplated by
former Rajpoot rulers, and even the Mahrattas thought of it as a profit-
able undertaking ; for the water would irrigate the whole valley, and
from the nature of the soil the effects, it is supposed, would be felt. as
far as Kunpoora, which lies six miles to the east, The place was sup-
veyed some years ago by Captain Dixon, and the execution of such a
work would be worthy of his skill, and almost of our Government.

IV. 1 fear that the above will be considered a tedious detail of the
present condition of seventeen out of the eighty-one Khalsa towns and
villages, of which the Ajmere district consists. They yield about
50,000 rupees of the 1,27,000, and are therefore a superior class to
the generality of the villages ; but may be received as a specimen of
the condition of the whole.

V. Here, as every where else, an over-estimate was formed of the
resources of the country in the first period of our rule, whilst it.-was
recorded that Scindish’s officers never recovered so wuch as 3,45,700

rupees ; hopes were entertained that in eight or nine years,

IMM8.  eight or nine lakhs of rupees per annum might be realized,
2Tth Sept. snd a settlement of the Khalsa was accordingly made,

reaching in the third year to rupees 2,49,305, which was
gaid to be more than double what the Mahrattas Bad realized. It has
been seen how signally those expectations have failed to be fulfilled ; but
J# is to be feaved that the attewpt to realize themyinjured the district to
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an extent from which it has never re%overed. The state of the reve-
nue is a pretty good test of the want of sucoess which has attended
our mapagement, and it may be considered that I have wasted a great
deal of time in placing on record documents to prove that which was
almost self evident. This compilation from the thirty or forty vo-
lumes of records has certainly been a work of much labour ; but I
hope that it will be useful to Superintendents and Commissioners ; and
I could not feel that I was master of the subject, until I had these re-
cords before me in this shape.

VI. It may, therefore, only now be necessary to discuss the ques’
tion of—what should be done to restore the district to prosperity ? And
it appears to me that the first thing necessary is, to strike off all arrears
of revenue accumulating during the period of the present settlement ;
these amount to rupees 57,475—and of this amount, 35,104 rupees be-
long to the last two years, for remitting which there is no authority.

11tk June, 1837. Lieutenant-Colonel Alves observes, * all de-
lays in recovering the dues of Government add to the difficulty of
eventual recovery.” And “ hopes that the Superintend-
1838. ent will soon recover the outstanding balance ; it be-
8th Sept. comes a payment from the khureef crops of the present,
instead of from the rubbee crops of last season, and thus

becomes a balance, requiring eventually to be remitted.”

This is exactly the condition in which the present arrear stands ;
it traversed from the rubbee of last to the khureef of the present sea-
son, and is now doing the same thing from the khureef to the rubbee,
necessarily paralyzing the energies of the people, whilst in the end it
must be remitted ; and 1 hope that authority for this will be given to
such extent, as may appear absolutely necessary ; to this extent the
demand has already been suspended.

VII. Itapears to me, also, that as soon as it is certain that a reve-
nue settlement becomes unsuitable from its pressure to the condition
of the people, and they desire to be released from engagements, the
attempt to foree its continuance must be destructive of their interests,
and to thoserof the Government, and the sooner the people are releas-
ed from those engagements the better ; for they are almost necessari-
ly binding only on dne side, being intended to save the people from
further demands on the part of the Government during the period of
settlement, and not with the vain hope of forcing the pegple to pay
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more during that period than they can afford through the produce of their
agricultural labours. I believe’that at present there is not one village
in ten in the dlstrict, which will not consider release from those engage-
ments almost the greatest bemefit that can he conferred on it.

21st June, 1836. In the letter from the Government of the
North-Western Provinces, confirming Mr. Edmonstone’s settlement
and extending it for ten years, there are these remarkable words :
“The Hon’ble the Lieutenant Governor trusts that it will prove
modera te, and be realized without distress to the people. Tt is our
duty carefully to watch the operations of each season. that an imme-
diate reduction of the demand may be proposed, when a necessity for
this may be clearly shown to exist.”

VIIL. There is no question that eatensive emigration has taken

place throughout the Ramsir and Shreenuggur districts.

1837. Lieut. Macnaghten reported, in the last two years, forty-

4th July. nine familes have emigrated from the Rajgurh district,

twenty-four from Ramsir, and fifteen from Peesangun—

4th Sept. and that five hundred famihes had gone over to Marwar

and Jeypoor ; and afterwards said, that to obtain informa-

17th Oct. tion regarding the causes of emigration, it was necessary

the Superintendent should proceed into the district, and
communicate freely with the people.

8th September. Lieutenant-Colonel Alves requested a further re-
port relating to the five hundred emigrants—showing 1st. whether they
were old inhabitants ; 2nd. the tenures and rights they had left behind,
and the cause assigned by each family for quitting.

3rd October. Government observed, ™that emigration did not
appear to arise from Government demands, and the inquiries ordered
by the Commissioner to ascertain the cause of it were considered ju-
dicious, no opportunity should be lost in forming a direct conclusion
on a subject so interesting in itself, and important to the character of
our administration.”

Unhappily the inquiry was not pursued; or it would then, as now,
have been found that emigration arose entirely fronr the amount of the
Government demand ; that the arrears claimable “from the emigrants
falling on those who remamed, was reducing all to poverty and des-
mi{-—md gl‘w evil might then have been arrested..
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IX. There has been some diversity of opinion regarding the system
through which our revenue collections may best be made from this
district ; although the great majority of the officers employed have
favoured annual adjustment of the demands according to produce, and
all have seen that this is the course universally adopted in Rajpootans,
and congenial tu the people.

27th September, 1818. Mr. Wilder, the first Superintendent,
said that in his first assessment half the produce, which the peoplo
were most willing to give, would afford a higher revenue than Bapoo
Scindial’s land assessment and extra cesses taken together gave—for-
getting apparently that extra cesses and all, could certainly not have
extended to more than half the produce for any length of time ; and

following up the course to which he had been accustom-

1819.  ed in the Delhie territory, he proposed a settlement with
17th Juse. the heads of villages for three years. He reported that

5th Sept. the settlement had been completed for three years, a-
mounting to more than double in the third year what

1821.  the Mahrattas received ; and le further, in a long letter

Tth Jan. egiving a detailed account of produce, showed ample rea-
sons why in the second year a remission of 30,000 ru-

pees was necessary ; and that in the third, the settlement was altogether
destroyed ; observing, at the same time, that light as the terms were,
the inhabitants had been reluctant to enter into terms beyond one
year. He said that the villages mught still, if this was desired, be pre~
vailed upon to close with the former terms , but did not recommend
this. He strongly recommends, however, that a settlemeut should be
formed on an equal annual jumma for five or ten years.

1824.  In another long letter shewing why this settlement too
13th Dec. had failed, Mr. Wilder says : The zume:-_endars have pre-~

judices against our mode of assessment, from the result
of the third year. In neighbouring states they pay in kind, and are
the less affected by drought, frost and blight, and the numerous cala~
mities incidental to this part of the country.

17th May, 1825. Mr. Middleton followed Mr. Wilder as Su-
perintendent. and reports the district to be in such a state of distress,
that there was hardly any hope of collecting any part of the Khalsa
‘settlement for the year ; that the assessment was by no means light,
and in favourable seascns would not be easily collected, whilst the zu=
meendars cannot be expected to possess capital.

G
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17th September. Proposes fo collect the revemue of the year on
the produce, .and not on the jumma The Hon’ble Mr. Moore and
himself are of opinion that the quinguennial settlement was heavy, and
that it will require years for the zumeendars to repair the
1826.  losses they have sustained. Mr. Moore, whilst tempora-
23d March. rily in charge, reports that the zumeendars object to
pay accordmg to the settlement entered iuto with Mr.
Wilder. Mr. Middleton reports that he had commenc-
29th May. ed, village by village, and on the spot, 3 settlement of
the Khalsa for a period of years, observing generally the

rules which obtain in the Regulation Provinces.

21st July, 1826. The Khalsa had been held Kham, the former
assessment was too high, and fixed assessments are unpalatable to the
people, who prefer a share of the crop. If confidence could be reposed
in the subordinate officers, the system of taking in kind would be the
best ; but this from past experience is not recommended, and the set-
tlement for five years is in progress  The zumeendars would not agree
to the former settlement becoming the basis of a new one.
1826.  Reports the completion of a five years’ settfement of the
22nd Nov. Khalsa. The native practice 1s that of taking half the
produce, which one year with another answers vesy
well ; but there is difficulty in managing this, when the concern is ex-
tensive. Yet our system of fixing rent is looked on with dread ; the
poverty and embarrassed circumstances of the labouring  classes show
that it has not been particularly beneficial to them, and the district is
not much betrer peopled than in the fine of the Malirattas. It has
been his ohject to assess in such manner, that loss through bad sea-
sons may be made up by profits on good.
15th September, 1827. The collections were made with difficulty
and distress, the wheat having suffered from blight and heavy rain in

January.

2nd March, 1829. The Ilon’ble Mr. Cavendish succeeded Mr.
Middleton as Superintendent, gives various reasons why the scttlement
is too high, and why cultivation has not incressed as ih the provinces.
In a poor soil the people cannot afford to give half the*produce, and
the money settlement was formed on that and on the single year of
good price, instead of on an average of years.

3nd September, 1831, Balance not realizable, rupees 20,721,
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principally from our assessment, but gartly from failure of crops ; and
it was necessary to tuke certain villages under Kham  management.
The original assessment is so high, that it can only be realized in some
very fuvourable season.

13th September. Mr. Cavendish describes the nature of the as-
sessment, which he meunt to have formed through potails of villages,
the object being to secure a fixed sum through all years, good and
bad.

1st September, 1832. Lieutenant-Colonel Spiers succeeded Mr.
Cavendish, hesitates in recommending settlements, as of the fourteen
already made only six have been realized. The people prefer the an-
cient system of buttae, and notwithstanding all objections to it, there
is no more equitable mode of collection in a country of such uncertain
season.  Our high rates prevent an influx of cultivators from foreign
states, whilst many of our own have left.

Mr. Edmonstone reports that engugements ‘were taken from the
people to pay in proportion to the rubbee crop and its price in coming
to market, and those who would not agree to this have been dealt
with on Kham terms. Erroneous as the prineiple may be of dividing
the crops, it was cheerfully acceded to by forty-eight of the villages,
and there never was a time when it was more necessary to deal merci-
fully with them ; recommends that something may be done to render
the system of management more fixed.

1st November, 1834. Proposes to take from the villages engage-
yoents to pay according to estimated crops, The people have cheerful-
ly agreed to the rates, and there is uo doubt that they will be collect-
ed,

12tk May, 1836. In reporting on the settlement confirmed for
ten years, Mr. Edmonstone enters in great detail into the process
through which the individual share paid by each cultivator, be it one-
half, one-third, or one-fifth, was converted at the market rates into
one fixed sum on the village as a roney rate—the object being to hit
a happy medium, so that profits on one year may balance losses, the
advantages.of long over short settlements, and of short settlements
over those of a fluctuating or yearly nature,

4th July, 1837 Lieutenant Macnaghten, Superintendent. The
last ten years' settlement moderate, and if the people are protected
from potails and puswarries, they will prosper ; there is nvthing per-
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manent, where every third year ig a failure-—and the collections should
be made in kind ; advantages of taking a share of the crop from the
eultivator,

16¢h February, 1838. Forty-one of the Eke-fuslee villages agreed
to Kham collections, the Do-fuslee villages being satisfied with the set-
tlement—the measure of resorting to Kham management, whilst it sa-
tisfied the people, secured the rights of Government.

10th August. List submitted of thirty-nine villages, whose khu-
reef collections are Kham, the settlement of which never can be col-
lected except in good seasons 3 of the Do-fuslee villages only twenty
were held Kham,

31st May, 1826. Sir Charles Metcalfe, when Resident at Dehlie,
instructs the Superintendent that the system of settlement to be ob-
served is that of the village assessment, founded on the native system,
the whole community being responsible, preserving the village commu-
nity unbroken, and rendering sales unknown for arrears of rent.

3rd November. Lieutenant-Colonel Alves doubts whether ina
country, where every third year may be expected to’be one of
drought, it will be practicable to introduce long leases ; but thinks
that an experiment might be made in villages when the people are
good civcumstances, and have the means of making good the differences
of bad, by the profits of good seasons.

22nd May. Considers Mr. Edmonstone’s settlement as at once
moderate to the people and securing the rights of Government. Over-
assessment and variable seasons have reduced the people to poverty,
the first cause will now be greatly diminished, the second met by cor-
responding reductions. The result will prove whether a Mouzawar
settlement for a period of years be practicable in Ajmere, or whether
yearly settlements be necessary. If it prove a general fuilure, other
principles must be had recourse to, instead of long or perpetual set-
tlements. Half the produce, when taken in money, must be a high
rate—it throws the cost of conversion on the people; and were the
revenue taken in kind, one-half would hardly bear a greater propor-
tion than one-third when taken in money. *Thinks that

1837.  an assessment bused upon yearly produce in kind, al-
10tk July. though not collected in kind, is well'adapted to the cir-
cumstance of the people, did it not involve too much de-

tail, and interference on the part of our Native officers, The best rea-
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sons for its adoption are the uncertajpty of season and the poverty of

the people.

Government, throughout the whole correspondence, almost neces-
sarily and naturally advocate and order long leases, ob-
1820. gerving in nearly the first letter written about Ajmere,
21st Jan.  that only light assessment can lead the people to recog-
nise the benefit of long leases, and that experience proved
the disadvantage of 2 jumma framed on anticipated improvements, and
the advantage of an equal annual jumma. The whole tenor, indeed, of
Government correspondence and of that of the Hon’ble Court, tends
to check Superintendents in the course which was at first pursued, of
yearly increasing jumma on anticipated resources and
Court of Di- in our assessment, “ lest the rising spirit of industry
rectors, 26th and the accumulation of capital should bhe ehecked.”
Sept. 1824.  But all measures tending to yearly assessment, accord-
ing to produce and Kham management, systems so
congenial to the people of Rajpootana, are discouraged and forbidden.
X. The whole course of our measures has been accordingly to
foree on the people, for their supposed benefit, a system of revenue
assessment to which they have heen unaccustomed, which is uncon-
genial to them, and which the nature of the climate renders of impos-
sible attainment ; each settlement has failed almost in its second year,
rendering the nature of our management as uncertain as if it had never
been framed A glance at the statement of assessment and collection
through the whole period shows this. The fast settlement from which
so much was expected, is in the same condition with all the others,
and on this Colonel Alves, who had much experience in these parts,
observes:  “ The result will prove, whether a Mouzawar settlement
for a period of years be practicable iu Ajmere, or whether yearly set-
tlements be necessary. If it prove a general failure, other principles

must be had recourse to, instead of long or perpetual settlements.”
XI. 1In advocating a different course in Rajpootana, I trust that
1 shall not be considered insensible to the advantages which perma-
nent, over periodical settlements, are calculated to confer on the great
body of the people, and which periodical settlements generally possess
over yearly fluctueting demands, T lived for some yéars in Bengal
(from 1831 to 1834) ; and even in following the hounds and in the pur-
suit of the Bengal boar, which were then my principal occupations,
ene could not be igsensible to the blessings of the permanent settle-
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ment. I bave travelled over mosgof the north-western provinces, and
althongh that gountry may be less suited than Bengal to permanent
settlements, and remissions in part or in whole may become necessary
during seasons of scarcity or failure of rain, yet there ca1 he there no
such results through a long period of years as the Ajmere district has
exhibited, and through either permanent or periodical settlements
those provinces may prosper. I have seen that in portions of Sein-
diah’s territory in Malwa, the most prosperous villages in the country,
particularly in the Oujein district, were those rented to village com-
munities or to individuals for periods of years: and I passed four
years ago through the Biarsea district, belonging to Dhar, after it had
received a settlement from Mr. Wilkinson for a period of years,
which was highly appreciated by the people. I hear from Mr. Wil-
kinson, after completing his tour of the district in the present year,
that what he had seen was beyond all description satisfactory, although
he had before heard mach of new cultivation, the digging of wells, &e.
He found that whole tracts of waste land, and in many cases of forest
Jand, which for almost centuries had served only as shelter to tigers,
had been brought under the plough. Villages which were%sscssed at
1,000 rupees, now yield the people 1,800 ; whilst some jungly talooks
which were assessed at mere nouminal rents, are now in a flourishing
condition ; moderation in assessmeut has been most amply repaid, and
fifcy per cent might now, Mr. Wilkiuson says, he added to the assess-
ment of Biarsen. Mr. Edmonstone’s ten years’ settlement of Ajmere
was probably frumed with as much care, and on as just principles as
Mr. Wilkinson's, yet how painfully different the results ! It was my
good fortune to be one of the officers employed under Sir Charles
Metcalfe in the settlement, for a period of five years, of a portivn of
the Nizam’s territory yielding thirty-five lacks per aunum. 1 super-
intended a great portion of this to the end of the settlement. It was
“ framed on antiripated improvement,” the increase daring the period
being, I think, twelve per cent; yet the whole sum, one crore and se-
venty-five lacks, was I think collected, with the exception of two and
half per cent—whilst the agriculture of the country, and the condition
of the people, were improved to an extent which in so short a period
almost exceeded belief. I witnessed, too, the high prosperity to
which the Nagpoor territory was raised, through fxed village settle-
ments, during Sir Richard Jenking’ administration there; and at Nags
poor, as at Hydrabad, the effects of these settlempents are still most
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beneficially felt by the people, who appeal to them as their charter of
rights. It is, therefore, with all thele prepossessions in favour of vil-
lage assessmeuts for periods of years, and with full edperience of the
working of the system in Ajmere, that I am forced to the conclusion
that they are here inapplicable ; that they have produced extensive in-
jury to the Government revenue and to the condition of the people,
and that in a few more years they would leave us hardly any revenue,
and reduce them to utter poverty. The evil effects which they have
already produced, will not indeed be remedied to us or to them
through many future years of good government ; for the condition of
this arid land cannot, like that of some of the richer provinces of In-
dia, be speedily retrieved, or retrieved at all, without much expenditure
of capital on the part of both the Government and the people.

XI¥. Fortunately, a remedy is immediately at our command ; and
in the repair of the extensive and numnerous tanks which have been so
unaccountably neglected, and on which the prosperity of the people
and the amount of Government revenue so almost entirely depend,
that remedy is to be found. Under the authority of the Hon'ble the
Lientenant-Governor of the North-Western Proviuces, that work is
already in progress in the hands of Captain Dixon, and by the com-
mencement of the ensuing rains I trust that thirty or forty of these
reservoirs will have been repaired. A list furnished by the Superin-
tendent shows that there are thirty-one tanks in the Khalsa in repair,
fifty-five in ruin, and cighteen places where new tanks are required.
But very little is known of these important works in the Superintend-
ent’s department, and my own belief is that there are nut three tanks
in the whole of the Khalsa in perfect order ; whilst there can hardly
be less than one hundred and fifty in all, and of that number not ten
in a serviceable condition. Captain Dixon’s survey report of thirty of
those on the south-western frontier shows that rapees 65,507 will be re-
quired to repair them, and that according to the system which abtains
in Mhairwarra under his superintendence, the revenue of the twen-
ty-two villages to which they belong will be raised from rupees 38,384
to 73,306 in the fifth and sixth years, and then continue doubled—so
with the rest of the tanks and villages throughout the district ; whilst,
should Governmept not be satisfied with repairing the old tanks, there
is scarcely any lithit to positions where new ones may be constructed,
affording ample remuneration to Government in its share of the im-
creased produce ; end these inportant works finished, the people are
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perfectly ready to spend capital and labour mn the construction of in-
dividual tanks and wells within Yheir Beeswadaree lands ; a process,
through which fhe face of the country may, I am persuaded, be most
entirely changed in the course of a few years. Captain Dixon and the
people of Mhairwarra have constructed upwards of ene hundred and
fifty tanks in the last four yearsin that country. I have seen the
books which he keeps of the yearly increase of families, ploughs, pro-
duce and revenue ; and with the exception of two or three pergunnahs
the revenue of each is doubled in the four years of his superintend-
ence, whilst the people are proportionably enriched.

XIIL. 'Phe district of Ajmere is intersected in every direction by
deep nullas, which carry the water of one portion of the district into
the Gulf of Cutch, and of the other into the Bay of Bengal. It would
be very important to have a scientific survey of the district com:pleted,
which, I am persuaded, would show that almost every drop of this wa-
ter might be turned into the tanks, rendering the country alinost proof
against famine. The work would be to this part of the country, what
the great canals already completed are, and what those in contempla-
tion promise tobe, to the Dowab. Tanks without good feedems may fall,
but those scientifically managed could hardly fail to be replenished in
the worst of seasons ; and with its tank filled a villuge is secure against
loss and famine for the year. The speculation promises so sure and
profitable a return, that it might be undertaken confidently by indivi-
duals or & company. But these can hardly be permitted, without injury
to Government, to take a share in its territorial revenue management—
and with our great resources at command this can hardly be necessary.

XIV. The mode of assessment to be adopted when these works are
eompleted, or at any time, is the most important consideration. The
common process throughout Rajpootana is for Government to take a
share of the crop in kind, or to convert it through appraisers ap-
pointed on the part of the Government and of the people into a mo-
ney rent, according to the value of the produce in neighbouring mar-
kets—and this must of course be the process through which revenue
is collected every where ; however much, and beneficiglly in some
parts of the country, that process may be simpitfied through permanent
and periodical settlements, The share of produce necessarily differs
in various parts of the country, and, as elsewhers according to the
class of people who cultivate the land, when water is near the surface,
or is immediately supplied from a tank, and therejs litile expense i
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Jrrigating the land. It is every whers considered that the more ixdus-
trious classes of cultivators can give one-half of the prodyge as the
Government share, whilst in the same situation potails and some
other favoured classes give only one-third, and bramins and other
still more favoured classes, give only one-fourth. The richest cultiva«
tion I saw in the Ajmere district was on the banks of the Kharde
Nuddee, where the water is excellent, within six feet of the surface,
and where a well can be dug for five rupees. There seems to be na
doubt that the people there can afford to give one-hulf, and yet have
ample return for their outlay of capital and labour ; whilst, in other
parts of the district, they are impoverished by giving a third ; and in
still less favoured portiuns A man can hardly subsist himself and his
family on the produce of his lJabour. In favourable situations a money
rent per beegah is pretty certain in all seasons on zubtee produce,
varying of course in amount according as the share of the crop
foes. The most remarkable instance I saw of this was at the pros-
perous town of Phoolea, on the banks of the Kharee Nuddee, belong-
ing to the Shapoora Raja. There the people pay every year six rupees
per beegah’on 8 tract of extensive wheat land, yet they are prosperous;
and, in their rude language, said without an exception, “ Dhune
*Khoosh ruke :” less favoured wheat lands pay however in the same vil-
lage only four and three rupees per beegah.

XV. Captain Dixon’s mode of assessment in Mhairwarra is of the
simplest kind, yet requiring the closest superintendence, such as per-
haps cannot be expected from every Collector, and only from those pos-
sessing Captun Dixon’s energy of character, and devoted as he is to
promoting the interests of the Government and those of the people.
His system is as follows :—

1st, In zubtee lands, or those producing cotton, sugar cane, to-
bacco and poppy, the lands are all measured, and of course the extent
of each field known, On these a money rent is charged, and no re-
mijssions are allowed, except under unexpeoted or unusual calamity of
8eason.

2ndly. Both rubbee and khureef, which there include all corn
erops, are measyred or estimated by kun koot, or appraisement by the
Government officqrs and the people ; then the money assessment on
one-third of that produce, which is every where and on all classes
the Government share, is fixed according to the average yearly value
of produce in som? of the principal neighboyring markets.

H
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8sdly, On bresking up newgdand, one-sixth of the produce is ge=
nerally oply takon in the first yer, one-fifth in the second, and -onew
fourth in the third and fourth years ; in the-fifth year the land pays
the usual rate of one-ghird.

4thiy. For digging new wells, and constructing narees, or indivi-
dual tanks, and for comstructing embankments, a remission in the a-+
mount of share is given according to the circumstances of the case, in
peder to promote these important works.

Through these systems, as I have already said, the revenues of
Mhairwarra have been doubled in the last four years ; whilst it is only
necessary to traverse 2 portion of these lands, and to hear the opinion
of their neighbours, to be satisfied that this system has produced a
prosperous, contented, and happy peasantry.

It is the system of assessment most congenial to the people that
which almost universally prevails throughout Rajpootana, and which,
in spite of all the evils arising from weak and inefficient government,
renders the people of neighbouring countries more prosperous and con-
tented generally than those of the Ajmere district ; that ehis system
should be mntroduced here, there can be no wanuer of doubt. The
people will, I think, almost without exception be ready to throw up.
their leases ; but should there be any exceptions to the contrary, the
money expended on the repair of tanks can be recovered, or interest
charged upon it during the five years which the leases have to run,
and engagements in either case will be taken from villages according-
ly.

The system may seem a complicated one, and unsuited to the na-
ture of our institutions and to our administration generally ; there is
no doubt that it will require much closer and more efficient super-
intendence than has been bestowed on the Ajmere district, particular-
1y in the last few years ; but that at any rate it must receive, and as
we proceed in the work we shall find it simple enough ; for there are
only eighty-one villages belonging to the Khalsa, and this amount“of
labour should, under any one experienced officer when relieved from
the detail of treasury and partly of judicial duties, be simple enough.
But upder any ejroumstances it must be our object, L think, to render
our institutions suitable to the condition and wants {f the people, and
not to force on them systems of revenue administration which have
been, gre, and nmst centinue to be obnoxious to them,
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1 mend hardly refer to the great)good which, through the course
now in operation in the Khalsa, will be conferred on theg people of th
Istumraree and Jagheer possessions, and even on those of neighbour-
ing countries, by forcing on all through example and necessity correse
ponding measures.

XVI. For the rest, I need merely observe that the people of the
Khalsa appear to me to enjoy, under their Bhoomea protectors, a suf-
ficient degree of peace and internal tranquillity ; there being only
three or four villages I think without Bhoomeas, and these are under
the protection of our own thanadars and police, a system which does
not appear to me to work so well. My report on the condition of the
Istumraree is in & considerable state of forwardness, that on the Ja-
gheers and the Judicial admnistration will be afterwards submitted 2
and if the work should seem to make but slow progress in my hands, T
trust that the Hon'ble the Lieutenant-Guvernor will be disposed to
attribute this rather to the other duties which necessarily occupy so
much of my time, than to any inattention on my part to matters of
such high interest.

I have, &c.,
(Signed) J, SUTHERLAND,
AJMERE ; Offg. Commissioner.
Commissioner’s Office,
The 26th January, 1841.
ABSTRACT.
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9th and 10th. Relate to the mode of revenue admimstration
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yet forced to the conclusion that they are inapplicable in Ajmere.

12th, Remedy m the case of Ajmere.
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(Signed).  J. SUTHERLAND,

26th Janrory, 1841, Offy. Comnussioier,



