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""Company: and when Mr. Markham succeeded ' ,Mr. 
" Fowke, I gave him an order to repeat the demand, 
,,'which he did accordingly with frequent and almost 
" daily importunity, limiting the number to t ,500 and 
" afterwards to t ,000. To this dema:nd you returned 
" evasive answers, nor to this hour have you contri~ 
" hUled a single horseman. 

II I pass over other instances of your conduct, in 
" which, through the means of your secret agents, YOll 
" have endeavoured to exr.ite disorders in the Gnvern~ 

" rnent au which tou depend; and your nel{lect of 
" the duty which you owe to it, and to the subjects 
•• of this Zemidary, by suffering the daily perpetration 
" of robberies and murders, even in the streets of the 
" city of Benares itself, to the great and public scandal 
" of the English name, and in violation 0: one of the 
" conditions on which you received the confirmation 
" of this Zemidary. But as the two foreg~ing instan­
" Ct'!5 amount to a rlirect charge of disaffecticn and 
" infidelity to tht: Government on which you df'pend. 
" and happened at. a time in which it was your duty 

more especially to have exerted yourself In th~ sup· 
" port of its interests, I have therefore judged it proper 
" to state them to you thus fully in writing altd to­
"require your answer to them; and this I expect 
" immediately." 

From Rajah CHEIT S,NG to the Honourable the • 
GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 

,. I rcceived your letter delivered to me by fdr. 
U N..rkbam, and I have understood every partil;ular 
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.. of its contents, 'S ir, after the arrival of Shaick AIry 
" NIlCk;, I observed-all the orders which you sent m.e, 
f: and 1 received the letter \~'hich' the deceased Shaick 
" brought me, inforriring me that every suspicion was 
" now complete"ly reMoved from your mind, and that 
" I must consid~r you as forme rly attentive to me; but 
" I have not experienced from vou the same generasi­
" ties as formerly . I se"nl you repc:atedly letters repre­
" senting to your consideration my unhappy circums­
" tances, but you never honoured me with any reply . 
.. For tbis reason I sent my Bilxey Saddanund to 
" your presence, enjoining him to represent to you 
"the firmness of my obedience and attachment, 
" to lay before you the pa:ticular.'l of my situation, and 
" to learn the disposition of your mind towards me. 
"He arrived accordingly in your presence, and ~e. 
" presenteq every thing in a proper manner. ! have . 
" never deviated in the smallest degree Itom lhe~ 
.. professions; and the benefits and civilities with 
" which you have honoured me have given me the 
" greatest satisfil.ction, and I hil.ve considered you 
" as the source from which I derived the fu lfilment 
" of all my wishes and desires. It is my firm hope 
" that I may be always favoured with your directions. 
" In this manner I complied with the utmost readiness 
" with the order you sent me for the payment of 
.. five lacks of rupees on account of the expenses 
" of the war. I sent first one lack of rupe:es, with 
" an answer to your letter; afterwards having paid 
" to Mr, Fowke the sum of one lack ~nd 70,CXXJ ruPees, 
" .. sent a Jetter requesting a furth~r allowance H 
" time to enable IDe to make aome p.rep . .uations. To 
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I' ,.this" received no reply; it being no tim\! {or delay, 
" Notwithstanding this, I was nat a moment °in.atten. 
"'tive to this concern, and as soan as my ,Bzu:ey 
., arrived, 1 paid immediately ,tlie: remaining part of 
" the sum. The remitting, of this to the army . did 
" not depend on me : if any delay happened on this 
" head, I could not help it. If besides the payment 
" o~ the money, the remittance of it also to the army 
" had rested with .ne, a delay of this kind should Dot 
': ha\'e happened, I have inclosed in this Jetter 
" a paper sp~cifyil1p; the particular sums which have 
" been advanced, wi th their dates. 

" With respect to the hor~e, you desired me in your 
" letter to inforo you what number [ could afford ' 
" to station with you, and J sen t you a particular 
" ac.count 01 a\l that were in my service amounting 
" to 1,200 hor~e, of which several were Hationed at 
" distant places; but r received ilO answer to this. 
<: Mr. Markham d e!i\"l;!red me all order to prepare 
" 1000 horse, In compliance with your wishes I 
'i collected 500 horse, and as a suhstitut e. fat the remair:l4 
" der, 500 BlIylwnql'Jsrs of which I sent you infornJatlr)r:l , 
" and 1 told Mr. Markham th ey were ready to go to 
" whatever place they sh.:mld be sent. No answer, 
" however, came from you on t~i~ head, and 1 remained 
" astonished at the ca.use of i~. R e,peatedly I asked 
" Mr, Markham a!;lout an anSlyer .to my letter about 
" the horse, but he told me h~ did' nf,)t know the reasons 
" of no answer havinb' been sent. I rem.ained aston • 

. "nished. With r~pect tc.. the sepoys, I {eceived first 
" an order to :station tlVO of my companie9, which I . 
" did; I was tQ~n desired tc giy~ a· Tunk,\" fOf:" ib., 



., payment of the tepoy., and likewise -to pey the elf". 
c, wn, which has been done every month. 

" Excepting Abdullah Beg' and "his attendants 
" none o( my people, either dependants or servants, 
.. or others in any shape connected with me, have 
" ever gone to Caltutta: my enemies, with a view to 
" my ruio, have made raise representations to ,ou . 
.. NoW' that happily for me you have yourself arrived 
.. at tbls place, you will be ahle to ascertain all the 

circumstances relative to the horse, to my people 
.. going to Calcutta, and the dates elf the receipts (If the 
"particular sums above- mentioned. You will know 
.. whether 1 have amused you with a false repr~nta· 

" tion, or made a just report t., you. 1 have given 
" my Aumils most particular injunctions, and have 
<I taken a penalty bond from them, that they sha11 
" keep no ~hieves in their district. What power hllve 
" they to act otherwise ~ But if ever a munlcr or 
" robt>ery is committed in the couotry, I have been 
" careful to impale or otherwise punish the culprits. 
" If a person having committed a delinquency should 
" escape to some other place, so as to elude all dis­
.. covery, in that case I am helpless; but to the utmost 
" of my power I endeavour to fulfil yoW" orders. I 
.. have never swerved in the smallest degr~e from my 
" duty to you. It remains with you to decide on all 
.. theie matters. i am in every case your slaye j what 
.. i. jUlIt I have repres'eoted to you: may )'oar prO!t. 
" perity increase. " 

" Account of 6ve lack. of rupees advanced (or lhe 
.. upense& ~ the war, 
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.. This answer you will perceive to be not only 
" unsathf.ctory in sl.Ibstance, but offensive in style, 
.. and Jess a vindication of himself than a recrimination 
.. on me. It expre!W'es no conc~rn for the causes of 
" c~mplaint contained in m}' letter, or desire to atone 

for them, nor the smallest intention to pursue a 
" different line of conduct. An answer couched nearly 
" in terms of defiance to requisitions of so serious a 
" nature, I could not but consider as a strt::ng indica­
.. tion of that spirit of independency which the Rajah 
.. has for some years past assumed, and' of whicb 
" indeed I had early observed other manifest symp­
•• toms, both before and from the instant of my arrival. 

" Under these alarming appearallces of the Rajah'S 
" conduct and disposition, 1 conceived myself indis­
" pensibly obliged to form some immediat,. and de­
.. CISlVC plan for obviating their consequences, and 
.. (or the preservation of the Company's rights and 
.. interests in this Zemidary, To have left him ill 
.. tho full · exercise of powers which he had notoriout­
.. Iy abused, and which it was to be apprehended be 
.. would employ to tbfl" most dangerous purposes, .,as . 
.. totally inconsist~t with the maxims of justice aDd· 
.. pnadenoe. . To divest bim entirety or the ·Zemida!y' • 
.. dIoue:h julhiaWe· 011 the rroudi stated" ....... 
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" would have been attended witb an appearark~ 61f 
"se\'erity, and might have furnished ground 'for 
"constructions unfavourable to the credit ' of otlr 
" Government, and to my own reputation, from th.e 
" natural influence which every act of rigour exer­
" c ised on the persons of men who stand in elev .. ted 
., stat ions, is apt to 'impress on the minds of those 
" who ore too remok from the scene of action to 
" j unge, by any evidence but of the direct facts them. 
" se\ve'i, of their motives or propri ety. 

" Thus drcumHanced, and att~tive to these oppa­
" site considerations, I laid down the following plan 
" for my future procee(lings. 

" I first directed the Resident to repair to the 
" Rajah, who resided at his hou ~f', sitllated on this 
" side of the river, at the distance of about two miles, 
., and gave, him the following instru ctions: 

" Sir, 

" Mr. \VIl.LlA~1 MAra';:HA~!, 

" Resident at BCI/ares, 

" It is my order that you proceed early to-morrow 
" morning to the house of Rajah Cheit Sing, with 
" your u~ual gU'lrd. and put him in arrest. You will 
" reqUIre his im mediate su bmission, informing him 
" that you act under orders given you by me; abet in 
I, case of his refusal, you will .vait the arrival of two 
" companies of sepoys belonging to. Major Popham's 
$I d.etachrnent, who are dirt'cted to follow and ~sist . . , 
I' you III the execution of this service. Having iO~!!:d ' 



" the "Rajah, you 
" further orders. 

will keep 
I am, &:c. 

nim in your CQ~ until 

" Benarts, I Stlt of AU.fuSt, 178 1, 
" ten at night." 

" On the next mornin'! Mr. Mukham went ac· 
••. cording to his fore,! ,)ing instructions. and was 
"followed by two cu mpanies of grenadier sepoys 
" belonging to Ma'or Popham's detachment. The: 

Raja quietly ~ubmi tted to the arrest, and Mr. Mark­
" ham returned to me with the foll fl wing letter from 

the Raja.h , leaving him under the char~e of Litl.l+. 
" tenant s S talker, Scott, and Si mes. For the particula .... 
" which p,,"ssed at this interviel"', I refer you to the: 
.< following report, wbich Mr. Markham d~livered to 
" me on his return. 

" No. IV. Letter (rom R<ljah CHt:[T SING. 

" At th is time Mr. Willi'l.m Mukham being come 
" to me, ha~ informed me that your Highness's orders 
... are that I shou ld remain under a guard. My 
" Protector, I hdore represen t '.! d to you, on board 
" your pinnae"'!. that I was the servant of the Honour_ 
" able Company, and 'was ready from my heart and 
II soul. Whatever. may be your pleasure, do it witb 
.. your own -hands. 1 am yClUf slave. What~. 

" ~aa ther.e be· for a guard? 
3 



I( No. V •. RepoJrt of MR. MARKHAM~ 
. , ! 
•• To the Honourable WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ • 

.. Governor-Genera"!, &c. &c, 

II Honourable Sir, 

"' I this morning, in obedience to YOlfr order!t of 
" last night, proceeded with a few of my Orderlies, 
.. accoUlpanied by Lieutenant Stalker. to Shewallah 
" Gaut, the present residence of Raj",h Cheit Sing , 
" and acquainted him it was youl pleag.u re he should 
" consider himself in arrest, that he sholild order' his 
" ~ople to behave in a· quid, orderly manner, fol' 
" that ally attempt to rescue him wou ld be attended 
" with his own destruction, The Ra jah submitted 
" quietly to the arrest, and assured me that wh .. tever 
" were you r orders, he \Vas ready implicitly to obey. 
" He hopea that you would allow him a subsisten~e; 

" but as for his Zemidary, his fort s, and his trea!illle, 
" he was ready to lay them at you r feet, and his life, 
" if required. He expressed himself much hurt at the 
" ignominy which he affirmed must ~ the consequence 
" of his confinement, and entreated me to return to you 
" with the foregoing subm ission, hopin g that you would 
" make allowances for his youth and inexperience, 
" and, in consideration of his father's name,. release 
" him from his confinement u soon as he should 

prove the sincerity of his offers, and himseU de­
l.' servin!! of your compassion anp forgiveness. 

~' Nearly a quarter of an hour art~r tnis conv'er~tion, 
" Lieut, Scott arrived with the two grenadier campa· 
.. oies of Major Popham's detacbm~nt, to whOle &Dd 



... .Lietlte!)ant Stalker's care I left the hjah, bav~ng 
"given t~em, the following instructions; ttla( tiley 
.. 'Should dinrm ever.y servant of the Rajah'., that. 
u tbey should allow him any such eight or ten, 
.. Kitflfut,r,'''S for the attendance of hill per!lon as he 
" should approve of; that these men should be shewn 
" to the sepoys, lest any deceit should be practired ' 
" but that they might indulge him in any reques; 
" consistent with the security of his person, 

" I am now returned to acquaint you with my 

" proceedings, and .to receive any further instructions 
" which you may think necessary. 

" I have th e honour to be. 
" H onouranJe Sir. 

" Your most obedient humble servant. 

" (S;gned) WILLIAM MARKBA)I, 

" iJenaTts, 16th 0/ August, liSt . 

" As the Rajah, in the above i'!tter, had desired 
" that Mr. Markham might be sen t back tv him, I 
" was preparing intsructions for that purpose, when' 
" I recieved another letter (rom the Rajah, of which 
" the following is a translation: 

"No. VI. Letter from the Rajah. 

" I am the servant of the Sirkar, and am t'eidy • 
" fro.m my heart and soul in the performanc.e f)C yOUT 

"orders. My honour was bestowed on me by youe 
i\ rI:ignness. Ii dCPCiOds on you .Ione to take .a~r, 



". or not to tako away the country out pf my ban4s . 
.. ' rn cde my honour is not left me, how_ shall I be 
.. equal to the business of the Sitkar 1, Whoever wi'th 
" bi~ hands ill a supplicating posture is ready with 
" bis life and property, what necessit), can there be 
" for him to be dealt with in this way?_ 

II From the apparent despondency in which these 
II letters were written, I thought it necessary to give 
" the Raj:'l.h some encouragement, and accordingly 
" wrote him the fullowillb: answer; 

" No. VII. Letter from the Governor·General. 

" I have received your two A t'zt't.r from the hands 
" of Mr. Mdrkham, and und erstand their contents. 
" That gentlemi!.n will wait on you in the aftemoon, 
,. and exptain particulars. Let you r mind be at rest, 
" and do not conceive any terror or apprehensiuli. 

II To this I received th e foll uwing reply: 

" No. VIII. Letter from the Rajah. 

" Your gracious letter ha~ been received, and has made 
II me acquainted with y,",ur cf'l mmands. Your order 
" that in the afternOf'l Il, Mr. \Vi1!iam Markham will 
" come to me, th::Lt I mu~t n"t suff~r i!.oy appr~hensif)n 
" t n disturb me, but r"' m::Lin at ease in my mi nd. My 
.. Prntector, wherever ynll ~prl;aa your shadow over 
"my head, I am enl;~e1v fr~e (rom com:;ern and 
" apprehension; .and wh~tf!v~r you who are my master 
" 'khall as such det ermin~. WLII be , right. 
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• to At 'this ~ime I bad prepared Mr. M~k'~am's 
II second instructions; but before he could set 'O!ut 
.. ~ith them, intelligence carne that large bodies of 
.. armed men had crossed the rive! from Ramoagar 
" and had proceeded to the Rajah's house. What 
" follows is a scene of such horror, that it is with the 
" greatest reluctance I submit to the painful duty of 
" relating it. The guard placed over the Rajah coo­

." sisted of two comparlif"s of grenadier sepoy!, as above 
" mentioned, from Major Popham's detachmen t, com· 
" tnolndect by the ~c(:rs already named, who were 
" stationed in an enclosed square, which !lu rrounded 
" the apartment where the Rajah was. The Resident's 
" guard had returned with him. It now appeared 
" that these troops had taken no ammunition with 
" them, Major Popham sent another company t)f 
" sepoys under an officer, with ammunition t9 reinforce 
" and support the first party, When the latter arrived 
.. at the Rajah's house, they found it surrounded, and 
.. all th e avenues blockaderl, by a multitude of armed 
" men, who opposed their passage. The minds of 
" this tumultuous assembly becoming soon ioflamed, 
" some of them began to fire upon the sepeys wIthin 
I' the square, and immediately, as if this had been the 
" concerted signal, made an instantaneous and fierce 
" attack on tlie sepoys, who wanting ' their accustomed 
" means of defence, were capable of making but a 
" feeble re!listance, and fell an easy sa.crifice to tbe 
" supc:rior number of dieir assailants, who cut almost 
" every man of thit unfortunate party to pieces. Tbe 
"officers, it is ' suppo!led, were t~e fint victims to tbt;ir , 
" fury. bLlt, not until they bad, by aston,ishing efforts 
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'," o( bruery, and undismayed amidst tHe imminent 
.. dangers which surrounded th.em, ~ovolved a mu~h 
.. superior number o( their enemies in their (ate. 
.. l n this general report of them all accounts concur, 
" though varying in circumstances. I yield to my 
" own feelings in bestowing this jus.t but unavailing 
" tribute to these un happy gentlemen. 

" In the midst of this confusion the Rajah fou nd 
" means to escape through a wicket which opened to 
" the river; and the banks being exceedingly steep 
" io that place, he let himself ~own by turbans .tied 
" together, ioto a boat which was waiting for him, and 
" conveyed him to the opposite shore. Those w~o 
" had effected his escape, foll owed bim across the river 
" in the same tumultuous manner in which th.y had 
" assembled, leaving th e party of our sepoys which 
" had last arrived in possession of the house. On the 
" first intelligence of this commotion, I had dilectcd 
" Major Popham to repair immediately to his camp, 
" which was about two mil es from the Resident's, and 

at the same distance from the Raj ah's house, anoj 
" to march instantly with the remainder of his detach- , 
" ment to the surpport of the party. 

" This order was executed with an possible expedi­
" Uon; but Major Popham arr~ved too late, and had 
" the mortification to be a spectator of the effects of 
.. a massacre which he could neither prevent nor 
"revenge. H e returned to me lIpmediatety, and made 
" the following report : 

II No. IX. Major POl'HAM'S Report. 

O! ConseqUfDt to aD order for tbe detacbmont under 
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". my cc»nmand to proceed to the support o( .the 
.. ,grenadier companies under the order of Lieut.'Stalker,· 
.. [carried it with as' much expedition as possible ~o 
.. Cheit Sing's palace, which I foun<i to be entirely 
... evacuated by the Rajah's people, who were already 
" landed on the opposite side of the river • 

.. Of the two companies commanded by Lieut: 
.. Stalker

J 
very few remained alive, and the majority 

" of those appeCired to be severely wounded. The 
" bodies of Lieuts, Stalker, Scott, and Simes. were 
.. It'ing within a smlll! distance of each other shockingly 
" mangled, and without any signs of life. 

" It may be necessary to observe, that Lieut. 
Birrell was dispatched with one company of sepoyI"' 

" upon the first rumor of the Rajah's coercive inteD • 
.. tions; but tht fate of the companies whi:h preceded 
" him was d ecided prior to his being able to enter the 
"palace. There were however some of 'the Rajab's 
" pel!ple, whom be effectually cleared it of. 10 this 
" attack he met with some loss. My utmost eodea­
" vours have hitherto proved inwfficient to procure 
"an exact detail of the killed and wvunned io 
" this unfortunate transaction. I thought it necessary 
" to ieave a company with a subaltern in the 
." palace." 

(Signed) W,LLtAM POPHAM, Major." 

" Benares, 16th oj A.,U{ust, 1781." 

.. I cannot: learn with certainty what is bet:omf of 
~ tbc ~jab. but tbe prevailing report is tbat be · fled 
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• from Ramnagur, his usual residence' 0(1 the' othcr 
" side of the river, in the middle of the llight, and 
" proceeded with his Zenana and effects to Lutteefpllr, 
U a strong fort of -his,situate about 10 miles from ChuDar. 
" He was accompanied by Sujan Sing, his brother, 
U and Mannyar Sing, a relation, and SO il by adoption 
" of ·Rajah Bulwant Sing. He has also had the 
" precaution to take with him Ranny Golabkoower, 
" the widow of Rajah Bulwant Sing, his father; her 
"son-in-Jaw. Durgbijey Sing ; and his two sons, her 
"grandsons. [n them he pos~liI!ses every member 
" of his family who can have any plea to disp~te 
" witb him the right of inheritance from his father 

~' Rajah Bulwant Sing, if that wc::re evc::r a qllC~stion, 

" his right to the Zemidar)-' being derived exclush'ely 
Of from Sunnuds which his father never possessed, -but 
" which were first granted to Cheit Sing by the late 
" Vizier S~ja ul Dowla through the inftuence of ou r 
U GoYernment in 1773, and since repeated by similar 
" grants (rom Ollr Government, wht:n the sovereigr.ty 
" was ::eded to the Company t.y the present Nabc:b 
" Assof ul Dowla . 

.. I have made choice of Raubno Oossaun Sing, 
it ~bo held the office of Dewan during' several.years 
" of the life of R .. jah Bulwant Sing, and for a consider­
" able period since the accession of the present Rajah 
" to administer the revenues and Government of this 
.. country in the quality 01 N aib, untIl it can be deter­
.. mined to whom the Zemidary. may legally belong, 
" and who may be in a capacity to rer.eive . 

.. To thiii effect I have caused a proclamation to 
"~ JIlade through tbe city of Benares, and hAve 
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.. ·ftotified it by circular PtP'Wa1lMlas to all the ?Ami­
" dan and Aumil!l of Zemidary. 

'" To enforce the eKecution of these acts, to main­
" tain tranquillity and order in tile country, and proted 
"the inhabitanh, I have ordered one battalion of 
" Sepoys from Chunargur, the remainder of Major 
" Popham's detachment from Mirzapore, and one reg;­
" ment of Sepoys from Dinapore to march immediate­
" Iy to Benares. 

" The details of these proceedings shall be trans­
,. mitted to you iq a subsequp:nt letter. I do not 

• " expect they will detain me here much beyond the 
" time I had prescribed to myself, which was about 
" 7 or 8 days. 

"I have the honor to be, with the greatest 
" esteem, 

" SIR, 
" Your most obedient 

" Humble Servant, 

(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS," 

" P. S. The delay occasioned in copying this 
"letter from its great length has afforded me an 
II opportunity of contradicting the latter part of it; 
"and 1 have now the sa~sfactio n to add, that Ranny 
" Golabkoower, together with ber son-in-law Durgbijey 
" Sing, and his two sons, are safe at Benates. I 
" have this morning received a visit from Durgbijey 
" S!ng, and his e'ldest son Mebipnarain." 

1 have read over the preceding letter with great 
attention, but.can find nothing in it, with. the adviLnt~ee 
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~, 
of tecept and better means of informatioft, to correet ; 
oor do I know that it requires a .comment Tl)at 
which 1 am now about to make may appear trtvial; 
but I make it as it impels me by its ?resent impression. 
The Rajah, in his reply to the charges which I had 
preferred against him, insists much on the many 
letters which he wrote to me, praying to be dispensed 
from his obedience to the orders of Government, and 
my neglect to answer them: and this charge agaiost 
me be repeats in a manner not the most respectful. I 
do not know but it may be tru~ He had received 
positive Qrders, and those had been repeated. It was 
bis duty to obey them, Dot to waste my time with 
letters of ex.cuse, to cavil with my answers for evasions, 
or with my silence for delays. His Vackeel was . in 
daily attendance on me, and knew my mind su fficiently 
upon these. subjects; and what he knew I am sure he 
wrote to his master. As to his plea of inability to pay 
the residue 01 the subsidy "without preparation;" 
that is, without contriving the means to raise the 
money, after having sacredly promised the full and in­
stant discharge of it, it was ;IS insolent, as we now 
Ji;oow too surely, that it was most egregiously false. 

h was truly reported that Cheit Sing, after his 
escape from ShewaUah Giut, immediately fled to 
Lutteefpoor, taking his family, and his whole force with 
him, except the ordinary guard which had been early 
appropriated in the time of bis fatber, Bulwant Sing, 
under the command of Gudgerauke Sing, who bad the 
title of Kellidat, to the charge of Ram~agur. This · was 
• ft.st pile of irregular but massy buildings constructe.d 
~ stone, on tPc river side, and within tbc bed of tbe 
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river. To its origin&i strength Cheit Sing bad. adaed 
sorpe small 'bastions of stone and earth. A large to~ 
had grown round it, wliich rendered the approach to it 
suspicious: and the intricacy of the apartments and: 
passages of the palace was such, that a cautious officer 
would hesitate under almost any encouragement to 
enter it. I had early information that it was in effect 
evacuated, and I believed it; but not being certain, 
I did not choose to hazard a repulse, nor had I force 
equal to any operation of doubtful success, much , less 
of oenterprize. My' whole strength had consisted 
originally of six companies of Major Popham's regi­
ment, about sixty sepoys which I had taken from the 
garrison of Buxar for the protection of my boatll, and 
a few men who had been newly recruited for the 
resident's guard, who had yet neither arms nor dis­
cipline. Of Major Popham's regiment eighty.two men 
had fallen in the massacre of Shewailah Gaut, 
and ninety-two were wOllnded. The whole number 
of killed and wounded of every corps and denomination, 
was two hundred and five. Every circumstance of an 
event and time so critical to the present existence and 
permanency of the Brititsh interests in India will 
merit notice in a relation of this kind. If Cheit Sing's 
people, after they had effected his rescue, had proceed. 
ed to my quarters at Mahdoodass's garden, instead 
of crowding after him in a tumultuous manner, as they 
did, in his passage over the river, it is most probable 
tbat .my blood, al\d tha' of about thirty Engliih gentle~ 
men of my l?,a~t}, would have been added to tbe 
recent carnage"; for tbey were above two thollsand..tll 
~bctl ~f&niolJ.J aDd daring f~om the ,easy SG"OU"W 



ibeir ,last attempt: Dor could I assemble more tbitt 
fifty regular and armed !lepoys (or my wbole defence, 
Let it not be thought that I attribute too much con­
sequence to my own person when I suppose the fate 
of the British empire in India connected with it, Mean 
as its substance may be, its accidtntal properties were 
equivalen t to th ose which, like the magical characters 
of a Tiilisman in the Arabian Mythology, formed 
the essence of the State itself; representation, title, 
and the e5timate of public opinion. Such a stroke as 
that which I have supposed would rave been uoiversflly 
considered as decisive of the national fate: every 
State around it would ha ve started into arms ~gainst 

'"it ; and every subject of it s own dommion wou ld, ac­
cording to tbeir several abilities, have become it9 
enemy. What really passed approaching to such an 
effect, from the sale apprehenSion of such a cause, 
more th;;,n · warrants the conclusion of what would 
bave followed the cause ilself, had it existed. 

The effects of the first consternation h.viog sub~ 
sided, a num ber of men, reputed two th ousand, return­
ed to Ramnagur on the r8th, un der the command of 
Ramjeew uan, a. confidential and domestic Chief of the 
family . 

The re·malnd er of Maj or Poph am's detachment, 
consisting 01 four companies of sepoys, one company 
of Artillery, and the company of French Ranger!!, lay 
at Mirzapore. 

These were ordered to march ' immediately to R.m· 
nagur, Lieutenant-Colonel Blair was '~rde,ed to detach 
a battalion of sepoys from the garrison of Chunar on 
tbe' same destiPation. J t was inten.ded, that as SOOI1 
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aschese corps bad joined, and were properly eqwpped 
for service, .Major Popham should take the cC;)lhmaad; 
and proceed against the forces quartered in Ramnagur. 
1 wrote aD order express to Captain Blair, who com­
manded the battalion from Chu nar, commanding him 
to halt at a secure distance from Ramnagur, and wait 
for further orders; and Majc>r Popham, whom I had­
a(t~rward s vested with the command in (orm, wrote a 

.similar order to C ilptain Mayaffre, the office r command­
ing the re<;idue of his detach ment, with an additiona1 
cautioa to avoid hOitil itie.c;, and attend to the safety 
of the whole party, of which, b('ing a senior officer, 
he would have the comm1nd till M .. jor Popham il!l­

su rned it. To e'lsure the succe.c;s of his operations ou 
that side, he had chosen a con venient and open plain 
on the shore opposit~ to Ramnagur fnr a battery of 
two mortars, wh; ch were expected from Chunar, nor 
can there be a doubt, that a place so pet:uliariy ill 
formed for such a modf' of attack, and in no state of 
defence against a wary assailant, would ha ve proved 
an easy conquest. Uu h'lppily, th e ill-timed ambition 
or a ra~h indivirl ual dereated thi~ plan , i'lnd had nearly 
cll.u sed tht! destruction of the whole party. Captain 
May aflre unwilli ng, as it apptars, for nu othe r possible 
motive can b~ a~cribed t () so precipi tate and irregular 
a conduct, to losf' th e opportun ity .... hi ch h r~ present 
and ca~uil. J comma nd aff'lrded him, or acquiri ng a 
mi litary r~pu tat i,lt1 , wi tho lit plan, wit hotlt enquiry, 
against t h~ arlvi ce .of.his offi::ers, alld i'l \J 'lrnst order. 
ordered the d ct acrr\nent to march into the na'row Janes 
of the town, W\l ere Liley were opposed by the fire of · 
all enemy .o;u rirJundi»g them unseen; ,nd the ·party · 



which entered wert: in an instant .. nhnllIated 'rattt.«· 
than defeated. Twenty-three men of the corps, of 
Rangers, 'with their commander. Captain 'Doxat, who 
Jed the attack, were killed, and ten wounded. The 
first battalion of the sixth regiment of sepoys, com­
manded by Captain Blair, which folio Ned, lost fifty­
seven killed, and forty·ooe wounded. The whole .f()S! 

sustained in all th e corps was, one hundred and seven 
killed, and seventy-two wour.ded. Captain Mayaffre 
was killed. The detachment instantly retreated. The 
retreat appears to have been conducted by Captain 
Blair, and in a manner that di~ him much credit. 
The enemy pursued with little effect, their number! 
gradually lessening, till the detachm~nt arrived within 
four miles of Chunar, which it regained the same 
evening, 

This unfortunate affair happened on tHe morning 
of the 20tl\ of August. 

1 coosid.red myself now as plunged in " dcc~ed 

war, and mad e every provision both for its speedy 
termination, and its confinement to the scene in which 
it had opened, 

Orders were written and dispatched in multiplied 
copies to the different military stations for assistance, 
to the Resident of the Vizier's Court for a supply of 
treasure, and to Lieutenant·Culonel Blair for an instant 
reinforcement. The very few reached their destination, 
the communication with every quarter being inter­
cepted, and all the country in .ariS against us ; and 
ollr emissaries, unused to this danger pus service ~ither 

made prisonen, or not daring to execute it, and !Ccret­
ing- their dispatChes. Two of my letters reached 



CoJonel Blair, who ordered Captain M'Dougal, with, tfJe 
second battalion of the sixth regiment, to mwct· on 
tho. next day, which ... as the zut, to Senares. I DOW 

passed an interval, lik~ that of • dead calm preceding 
a violent · storm, and fraught with all tbe symptoms · 
of its certain approach. Successive notices were 
brougbt to me by various channels of preparations 
making at Ramnagur for an assault on my quarters, 
which stood in the midst of the suburbs Df Benares, 

-and consisted 01 many detached buildings within one 
Jarge enclos ure, su rrounded by houses and trees, which 
intelCepted eve ry o\her prosi'Cct. T he whole force 
which I bad left amounted to about fOllr hundred and 
fifty men. The reports of an inteoded assault, which 
was fixed for that night, grew stronger as the day 
advanced. The boats on the other side of the rrver 
were seen to be in mot ion; and besides th~ moral cerA 
tainty of the rea l existence of such a design, t,he obviou~ 
advantages which it presented to the enemy, who had 
nothing left to fear and nothing else to do, precluded all 
hesitation, but on the choice of expedients for defeating . 
it. There were but two ; which were, to wait the danger 
and try the chances of repeU in{: it. or to relreat to a 
place of greater sec urity, or of equal advantage fOl 

tbe encounter. T he confined state of the place,. of which 
any description will be insufficien t to convey an ade~ 

quare idea, rendere.d th e first plan impracticable. 
We had not a force sufficient to guard all the defences 
of the place, nor a store for the provi! ions of a day, 
(lven for that s~all ~umber. The only arguments 
Coe it ftre, the diggrace of a Right, and the considera· 
tioii of ..our wounded sepoy!, wbom it migbt leave_. at 
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the discretion of a merciless enemy . . The forrr.er 
.consideration yielded to the superiot .weight of 
[Iece~sity; the latter to the impossibility of protecting 
the wounded men in either case, as they were quartered 
at the distance of near a mile from Mahoodass's 
Garden ; nor would it have been po~sible in their 
condition, and in the multiplicity of pressing exigencies 
which the resolution to remain would have created, 
to remove the m. Yet these cO[Js;dcrations held 
me suspended during the whule course of the 
day. In the evening it became. necessary to come 
to a final delermi nation. as the delay of a ft!w houn 
might now preclurle every option. 1 consulted Major 

. ·Popham. J 10; declared the defellce of the place im· 
possibl!=. and ij d viscd <t retreat to Chunar. There were 
other field officers with mc. I asked for their opinions 
separately. T " .-::y clearly and unhesitatingly a~reed 

,in the same ;l(h·ice. My opinion had been determined 
Irom the in stant I received the certain information of 
Captain M,lyafices defeat. I had not yet received the 
news of C;l jlt, M'Douga'ls march, nor any answer 
to the letters which I had written to Lieutenaot­
Colonel Blalf fOf a rein forcement. nor cou ld I know 
whetner · the,e had reached him. I yielded to the 
.reluctanc ,~ of ;\. few minutes. My re~o\ution wag taken 
aud decla.r::rl. '!.lId orders given to form onf little corps, 
,that we mi ght balle lime to gain the opell country 
before the ell<: m)" having n.:ltice 01 the design, could 
cross and att.l.ck U~ at the disac\vantage ("If tile street, 
lanes, anc1 r., rok eJl ground which we h. .. d to pass before 
we could reach it. These orders were jssued between 
se1len aDd eighJ o'clock; aDd by eight the line Wai ' in 
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IDQtiot\, having' been much retarded and im~ei 
by an inc~djble tumult of servants, palankeens, and 
baggage of every denomination, which, for a time, 
threatened a total obstruction to our march, Fortu­
nately this enormous mass took the wrong road, 
which left the right with a free and undisturbed pas­
sage for the sepoys. On the way we passed Captain 
McDougal's battalion about niDe o'clock. We sent 
timely notice of our moveme nt; he turned and joined 
us. Early the next murning we arrived at Chunar, 

It is proper to mintion, that as soon as 1 had form­
ed rfty resolution to leave Benares, I sent my Moonsby 
to the Nabob Sadut Ally Cawn to recommend the 
w<lunded sepoys to his care, believing that the 
Rajah. from a consideration 01 policy, would not 
choose to molest them, especially as he could have no 
motive or object to it but revenge, if he would show 
a determined resolution to protect th~m. 'The same 
request I made to him in writing, after my arrival 
at Chunar. lowe him the justice to attest, that he 
faithfully and liberally complied with my request. 
He visited tbem himself, aDd furnished them with 
provisions and with money, and appointed native 
surgeoos to attend them; and, as they wc:re able to 
bear it, he caused them all to be removed to his own 
quarters. 

Many repurts and SuspICIOns have prevailed' of 
bis being concerned in some of the designs which were 
formed against us. I .can neither credit nor refute 
them. The evil il\puted to him is at best doubtful. 
The good whic,b he did is ,ertain j and he is entiti;d . 
to·the entire merit of it. 

4 
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I avail myself of this ~po$e iD 'toy narrative .to 
relate another instance of private medt in' Beneram 
Pundit, the Vackeel or Minister, of tpe RaJah of BeJar; 
and his brother Bissumber Pundit. These persons had 
come to pay their customary attendance at my quarters 
about the time that the line was already on the march. 
They immediately joined it, Some t ime after I saw 
and spoke to them, expressing some concern to find 
them in that situation. fhey were on foot without 
a sinsle servant or attendant. I suffered them to 
accompany me till wc came to the plain and halted, 
I then thanked them lor the proof which they' had 
shewn of their attachment, with which I was satisfied 
and desired them to return, as they had a large family 
in Benares, which would be exposed by their conti­
nuance with me to the resentment of Cheit S ing, and 
perhaps to the worst effect of it ; nor could th ey by 
thpir prc .. ence afford me any service which could 
repay what I myself should feel of compuncticm for 
suffering them to be exposed t e:> such hazards. They 
refused me in a peremptory man ner, without compli­
ment, or the ostentation of performing meritorious 
service, and persisted, although I as pe remptorily insist­
ed on their return. I then desi red that the elder 
brother, who was corpu leot and of a constitution less 
equal to fltigue, would return, and the youngest on ly 
remain ; but could not prevai l. A few days after 
my arrival at Chunar, I casually mentioned to them 
my distress for prov{sions. ~which . W<l.g, occasioned 
principally by the want of money .j for sucb was our 
lotal loss of credit, that we could not raise a sufficiency 
even for the ordinary wants of our small detachment .; 
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11I1~ it :m' with great difficulty, and a degree of vio­
lence, that, Lieutenant-Colonel Blair extorted from 
the' Shroff's of Chunar; who had lived and grown 
opulent under the protection of the garrison, the small 
sum of two thousand five hundred rupees, which was 

distributed among all the sepoys, and afforded a 
satisfactory relie f, Beneram Pundit immediately, and 
with an eagerness which belonged to hi!> cha racter, 
told me, that he haJ a ]<I.("k of rupees, in ready money. 
lying in his house at Benares, which I might take, if 
I could fi nd any m,ans to receive and convey it 
to Ctunar; and the youn gest brother advised, as 
the simplest expedient, to send a battalion of sepoys 
for that purpose, which cuuld easi ly go and return 
\\oith out interruption, as there were no troop~ stationed 
near the town on that side of the river, offering to 
accompany it him self, and to bring away the m, ney. 
: rejected this proposal for nn obviuus r"ilson, and 
preferred the trial of the means which the Shroff~ are 
supposed to practise fnr the conve1ance of money on 
such occasion s. I accepted a dlilul:;nt on their family 
for the sum, payable to Contoo Bauboo, my Dewan, 
who had been left in Benares, and sent it enclosed 
in a letter to him, with directions to concert with 
Gopaul Doss the means of conveying it to Chunar. 
This proved ioeff<!c tual ; Con too Bauboo could not 
be found, Gopaul Doss was seized ( I forget at what 
exact period of time) and sent, prisoner to Lutteef· 
poor, and in a sho,t time after Cootoo Bauboo was 
also secured and con\.eyed to the same place of confine­
ment. I was obliged therehre to wait for a more. 
favourable , opportunity, which never hap~ened while 
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I remained at Chunar. After my return to Bena/ot, 
l:$eneram again repeated the offer, I accepted it, and 
received the whole amount 01; the instant, giving him 
a note in the Company's name, and in the usual form · 
for the same. 

Examples of fid elity and nati onal attachment 
merit the first reward of being recorded. In me, • 
it is a duty, both of public and private obligation, to 
relate what I bave related. T heir n erit is nationaJ., 
for under whatever im pressions their assistance was 
offered, its object was the natid"nal service; no, can 
my person, in such an instance, be separated from 
my public character. 

On the 20th or 21st, I forget whkh , J received 
a letter from Rajah Cheit Sing, filled with expressions 
of slight concern for what had passed, and prof~ssioDs, 
but inddinite and unapplied, of fidelity. [did not 
think it becoming to make any reply to it, and J tbin~ 
I ordered the bearer of tbe letter to be told that it 
required none. 

On the morning of the 21st, a person came to Mr~ 

Richard Jobnson, who was one of my party, and dc· 
sired his interposition with me to receive a lette~ and 
messenger from the Rlijah in the evening, with pro­
posals for an accommodation. The like application 
was made by Mirza Abdoola Beg, the Raj ah's Vakeel. 
to my Dewan Contoo Hauboo, and with my permission 
Contoo Bau boo re~rned to his own house in the 
evening to meet tile Vakeel by ~;pointment for th<tt , , 
purpose, by which means he mssed the opportuo!ty 

,of going off with tne, the intelligence of my in~Dtion 

reacp.i~g hfin too l~te for bim to join me, Or bi. infirm.' 
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!lhfte of bpdy not admitting of his taking so hasty a 
resolution .• The 'Iubstance of the message, as· it bas 
b~n since delivered to 'me by Abdoola Beg in writing, 
was to e}culpate himself from any concern in what 
had passed , which he charged to the insolent behaviour 
of a servant of the Resident, who was present; and 
the resentment of his own people, aod to profess bis 
obedience and submission to my will in whatever way 
I should dictate. 

I regarded this as an artifice to g:lin time, sir.ce 
the tne~sage, whatev. were the substance of it, might 
as easily have been delivered in the morning as in 
the evening, and the messenger might have obtained 
an easy access to me without the intrigue and mystery· 
of secret and indirect applications. 

I have been since confirmed in this opinion by 
the two following anecdotes, and their exact coi n­
cidence with the design to which I atttibute that 
just recited. 

On the morning of the 2Ist, while preparations 
were making to cross Capt. M'OougOl.l's battalion, 
three men, two strangers, and all volunteers, went 
successively to Col. Blair with intelligence thllt a 
design was formed to escalade the fort of Chunar with 
a numerous force on that nig-ht, and an earnest caution 
that he should not diminish the strength of his 
garrison, 

The intelligence and advice delivered by each were 
expressed nearl)\, in. the same words. When Captain 
M'Dou gal's battalion was on the road, thrce men, 
strangers and volunteers like the former, came to him 

" QC.ccssi~ely with intclligence that a ~arge bo~y' of ' 
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armed .men lay in wait to intercept hi'm at-a village 
called Beetaburr, and warned. him not to proe~d. 
He proceeded, but did not meet a man. Lieut.-Col. 
Blair caused a more than ordinary watch t"' be kept 
on that night in the fort, but not a man appeared to 
attack it. Not one of these emissaries has ever been 
seen since. 

As it had been my original intention to make but 
a short stay at Benares, the Nabob Vizier, in the: 
expectation of my visit, had already left his capital, 
and a'dvanced to a short distarfce to meet mo I 
cODsidered that hi." presen-:e would prove of much 

.service by its inAuence 00 our credit, and his troops, 
rabble as they were, might serve to keep the cOllntry 
in awe, and to divide the attention 01 the enemy. 
But these advantages would in vert the relation of oUr 
alliaoce, and give him a superiority in our meeting, 
which would defeat the purposes of it; besides tilat, 
J did not thin k it cOIJsistent with the dignity of our 
Government to employ a foreign aid for the suppression 
of a rebellion of its own subjects. I therefore wrote a 
letter to the Nabob, requesting him to return to Luck­
DOW, and remain there until I should have leisure 
from the actual disturbances to prosecute my original 
journey. The Nabob refu sed to comply with this 
jnjunction, and on the first intimation of my difficulties 
resolved tet join me; and he executed this purpose 
with such apparent earnestness, that he made his first 
stages with no other attendance ihail about 100 horse, 
and about four companies of his bodyguard, witb his 
1Is6al domestic attendants, As sooo as I was informed 
Or this, to remtve any unfavourable ' .impression of ,my 
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former letter under tbe construction of distrust, L \Wote 
another to (he Nabob, expressing the warmest sense 
of sllch a testimony of 'his attention, apologizing lor 
what I b~ before written from an unwillingness to 
involve him in a scene of trouble, and expressing my 
desire to see him at Chunar, according to his own, 
wishes, 

In the meantime I had received several intimatiMs 
'imputing evil designs tLo t.he Nabob, and warning me to 
guard myself against them, and especially to be careful 
thattl did Dot eX(lose'myself to the eff~cts of concealed 
treachery, by visiting him without a strong guard. 
M.my circumstances favoured this sUspIcIon. No 
sooner bad tbe rebellion of this Zemidary manifested 
itself, than it~ contagion insta ntly flew to Fyzabad, 
and the extensive territory lying on the North of 
the River Dewa, and known by the names of, Gooruck­
poor, and Bareech. In the city of Fyzabad, Nawaub 
Allea amI J unaaby Ailed., the mother and grand­
mother of the ' Nabob, opt:nly espoused the party of 
Cheit Sing, encouraging and inviting people to list 
for his service, and their servants took up al"rn§ 
against the English. Two battalions of regular se­
poys in the Vizier's service, under the command of 
Lieut.-Col. Hannay, who had been eotrusted witb the 
cbarge of that district, were attacked and surrounded 
in various places, many DC tbern cut to pieces, and Col. 
Hannay himself, encompassed by multitudes, narrowly 
escaped the sa~e' Cite. The Nabob Vizier was 
charged with being' privy to the intrigues which had 
produced and ' femented tbese disturbaJices; and tile " 
little accpunt that be seemed to make o~ tbem served 
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to couqtenanc.e the suspicion. 1 can' truly. say for 
myself, that I never afforded it the 9lightest degree 
of credit: neither his character, 'the tenor of his paM 
conduct, the expectations which I knew he c ... tertained 
of assistance and relief from myseJf, nor his inability 
to support himself without the protection of our 
Government, allowing me for a moment to entertain 
a thought so injurious to his fidelity, and so contrary 
to probilbility; yet I was not perfectly free from 
apprehensions similar to such a suggestion. The 
Nabob was surrounded by men ha'se in their characters, 
and improvident in their understandings, his favourites 
and th e companions of nis lonser hours. These had 

. every cause to dread the effect of my influence on 
theirs; and both these, and the relations o( the 
family, whose views of consequence and power were 
intercepted, by our participation in the administration 
of his affairs, entertained a mortal hatred lu our 
nation, and openly avowed it. These .LlI joined in 
prescribing the most pernicious and fatal counsel .. to 
the Nabob, representing this as the time to deliver 
himself (rom what they described as the yoke of 
servitude. Although he firmly rejected a.ll their per­
suasions, and I was assured of it, yet he himself 
was at th eir mercy. and it was in their power to use 
both his authority and his person (or the perpetration 
of their own designs; nor could I use any precaution 
to avoid them, which would not appeal' to proceed 
(rom a di!ftrust of the Nabob ·bims~(. I never com. 
municated my apprehenSions, nor' acted from tbem,. 
and had the satisfaction oi receiving the Nabob, ' o( 
maintaining an intercoW'sc with bim~ with cV,cry 
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mark of \he most secure and mutual confidence; and 
of "parting' with him with every demonstr~tiQO . of 
mutual satisfaction. 

I haQtbefore written to Col. Morgan for assistance. 
1 now repeated the order; and as the issue of a war, 
begun with such disadvantage! on our side, and with 
the total loss of the coun try, wall doubtful, I added 
an order to follow with his whole force, with another 
to Col. Sir J ohn Cumming who commanded at Futteh­
gur, to supply his place at Cawnpoor. I conllidere.d 
tha, if we were s~cessful with:j, less exertion, it 
would be easy to countermand these orders before 
the troops could h;!.ve advanced far in the execution 
of them; but if we failed of success, and such orders" 
were not "t'nt, it might be too late to issue them with 
any hope of effect from them, or even of their being 
received; since tne communication, which was now 
very difficult and uncertain, might then be abSOlutely 
precluded. None of my letters reached Col. Morgan 
till he had taken his resolution. Reports were con­
veyed to him of my situation and past mi"adventures 
The sudden failure of intelligence convinced him of 
the truth of what he heard; and justly conc1urHng 
that orders had been sent which had been stopped in 
their way to him. he at once resolved to execute their 
supposed and obvious purport, and detached a force 
superior to that which I had required to my assist­
ance. It consisted of two regiments of sepoys, thirty 
European artil!\ry· Dlen, and two companies of tbe 
European regim~nts, with. four six pounders, one 
howit:t, tumbrils, ammunition, draft and carriage cattle..· 
For the ;greater expedition, be ordered &is detacflO:aoM 
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to procoeed by water. The zeal of th~ officers, so 
well seconded tbat of their commander, that although 
it appears that the resolution w'as taken 011 the 29th, 
the whole were embarked, and in 1Hovemef..~ on the 
31St of the month. Major Crabb commanded the 
detachment. 

A long interval of time, which acquired its full 
measllre, from the magnitude of the events which 
were expected to grow out of it, and th eir uncertain 
production, passed in total ignorance of the success 
of the various orders which hat!. been dispatcqed, 
and of the succours wnich might be preparing for us, 
One-half of the province of Owd, was in a state of 
as complete rebellion as that of Benares. Hutteh 
Shaw had invaded Sircar Sarun, in our own proviryce, 
of Babar, supported by supplies of money, and en­
couraged wi,th promises of more from Cheit Sing: 
Many of the Zemindars of Babar, had discov~~ed 
symptoms of disaffection; and rerotts were made to 
me of levies of men openly entertained for the enemy, 
{tom our subjects in tha~ province, Even the wretch­
ed subjects of N apal, dared to seize, by force, some 
villages, to which th ey had a claim, and had some­
time before supplicated th e attention of our Govern­
ment toward s it. In my impatience for advices. I 
dreaded that every packet would bring a fresh " ac­
cumulation to our distresses, and the news of com­
motion ill every quarter, At this period, a letter 
found its way to me from Col<~n~ I1uir, who com­
manded the army employed against ' Madajee Sindia, 
informing me of overtures "made by that chief for "a 
JC:paratc peace.' This bad been one: of the objecti of 
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my joutQey to this quarter j but eagerly t\ I had 
so,ught suCh an event, I was proportionably morti6. 
'ed to learn with what facility it might have heeD 
accompl~ed, and how unseasonably our domestic: 
midortunes had happened to defeat so fair a prospect 
of it. I had lIO money or credit, equal to the supply 
oJ 3,000 rupees i and by an unfortunate train of 
official perplexities, whiclf had happened ,"orne time 
precediog this, both Major Popham's regiment, the . 
Rangers, and all the corps of the r arrison of 
:h~nar, were four 6l0nths in arrears. This was our 
situation. 

What force could be spared from the garrison of 
ChuRar, added to Major Popham's regiment, was· 
formed into a detachment under his command, and 
encamped on a plain about a mile to the eastward of 
Chunar. Tbe greatest strength of the enemy was 
collected at Pateeta, about seven miles fr~m Cbunar, 
in the same direction. 

On the 27th of Aug ust, Lieutenant Polhill arrived 
with six companies of sepoys belonging to the Nabob 
Vizer's body-guard, stationed at Allahabad. He was 
ordered to encamp on the opposite bank of the river, 
fllr the purpose of keeping our communication open 
with the sbore. On the 29th, he attacked and defeated 
a considerable body of troops, uoder the command of 
a principal chier, named Shau b Cawn, who was sta. 
tioned at a small rort and town, called Seeker, within 

. si~bt of C~unar~ 'rh~ advantages gained by this 
success were the removal or that part of the enemy, and 
the ,,"cquisition of a considerable booty i!l grain,' wbicl\ 
ka~ been; tbe objetot of tb, cnterpri~o. 
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On t~e 3rd of Set1tember, Major Popham ~etaehed 
Captain Blair, with his battalion, and two ·companies · 
·of bis own grenadiers, to surpri!le' the · camp at Patetta; 
They marched at three in the morni'1g, ao~ . arrived 
at the ground by daylight, but found it abandoned, 
and the enemy waiting for them in complete order,. 
at about a mile beyond it. A bloody action ensued , 
in which the enemy, as Might be expected from 
men flushed with recent successes, fought with a 
desperate intrepidity. Ou r sepoys began to break 
into disorder, when by a well-t;med and success­
ful attack of the enemy's guns by the two compa~ies 
of grenadiers, headed by Lieutenants Fallon and 
nirrell, the fo rtune of the day turned in our fa"our, 
and the field was left in ou r possession, with fODr guns 
and four tumbrils. One of the guns, its carriage 
being broken, was spiked and left. The other three, 
with one or' the tumbrils, loaded with as much am­
munition as it could carry, were brought away. The 
other three tumbrils, with two hundred maunds of 
loose powder, were blown up. About 1,500 round shc.t 
of different weight, and mostly hammered, were 
(ounG, and left in a village adjacent. 

Our loss in the action, was very great : we had 48 
men killed, and 85 wounded. That of the eoemy was 
unknown, but must have been considerable. Their 
guns were well served, and it was from their e"ecution 
that we principally suffered. It was remarkclble that 
tbey had all the apparatus of ou~ artil~ry, such as port 
fires, tubes, chain and quilted grape shot, &c., equal, or 
nearly equal, to the production of an European labora .. 
. tory., Samples 'of each kind will be sent to tbe J:loard. 
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Their artillery' did not answer to the quality o('th·c 
stores. One gun was of modern cast and 'witb its 
carriage, which was Bot bad, said to have been made 
at Ram,gur. The others were of a very old cut 
;Lod construction, and their carriages bad and mu~ 
worn. This was the general character of all tlie 
ordnance taken in the course oCthl' war, 

Dearly as this victory was purchased, with the 
expenditure of one·rourth of the party, it was yet a 
victory. ascertained and acknowledged, and had its 
due effect of impr;ssing the ('nemy with discourage­
m~nt, and our own men with confidence; and it was 
an earnest of our future success in the public opinion, 
which is, at all times, of high importance to our 
polit i~al influence, and was especially so at this, in 
which the minds o f all men were suspt::ndec:!, fo:- the 
decision of the part which they were to take, either 
in the immediate contest, or in their own conduct as 
depend ent OD it. 

I mu st Dot omit in this place, an instance of 
vengeance which marks the salJguinary character of 
Cl1eit Si ng, and too strongly proves, that If the other 
excesses committed by his people, were not authorized 
by his express order, they were perpetrated under 
the influence of his example, and tbe knowledge of 
hie- inclination. 

Fourteen men of the corps of Rangers, had been 
left sick at Mirzapoor, when the remainder of Major 
Popham's det;;~hruegt marched under the command 
of Captain Mayeffre to Ramnagur. They were made 
prisoners ,ad sent to ~utteefpoor. They arrived tbere, 
DO the, 3d of SeptclJJber, abo~t lb" samo time ;that 
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tfcin was received of Captain Blair's acHon at Pat~eta; 
wbich lrappened on that morning. Whtt p.rovoc:ation , 
ti'iey gave, or whether any,. is Dot known. It is slft~ 
mised, but I know not the authority, that oDE of these 
unhappy men expressed a joy on hearing "that our 
arms bad been successful!. They were all butchered 
on the spot, and almost in the immediate. presence of 
the Rajah, except one man, who made a shift to crawl 
with a ,mangled body to the neighbourin;z woods. where 
be subsisted for a few days; return ed to the fort, 
received mercy, and is still I ivin \[ and in our camp. 
The particulars of this massacre have been siJ\ce 
verified with some unessential vanattons from my 
relation of it, in an arfidavit of the survivor. wh ich will 
be annexed. 

00 the 10th of September, at about seven i:"1 the 
morning, Major Crabb's detachment appean:d on the 
opposite shoI:e. It consisted of the corps aJready related. 
It had proceeded as far as IIlahabad by water, but been 
much retarded in its course by strong and adver~'! 

winds; on which accoun t, the course of the river 
also winding very much between lIlahabad and 
Chunar, Major Crabb had pruden tly disembarked 
the men and stores, and marched them by the high 
road, remandillg the boats to Cawnpoor, whither, 
indeed, their return wou ld have been impracticaPle, 
had they passed the boundary of this Zemidary. ' 

Major Roberts, with his regiment, and a lack of 
rupees in silver, arrived on the~ l,.3thJ of September 
from Lucknow, to which place, as I .have befure re­
lated, he had been ordered to repair for the guar4 
of m, person, i~ my iotended visit to that capital. 
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J\ (urmer supply 01 lilty thousand rupees was a few 
days after received from the Nabob's Aumil of 
llLababad. 

Tbe money was immediately distributed amoD§ 
all tbe 4/00ps in equal proportions; and by sati!!· 
fying their wants, facilitated Major Popham's pre~ 

paratives for the commencement of acl ive operations. 
I have a pleasure in tes tifying that, distressed as 

the sepoys had been for the want of money, they had 
never manifested th e lp.ast symptom of discontent. 
I had freq uent ly visited the camp, and pilssed the 
lin(t1 each t ime in -review. Ooce, and only once, I 
heard one or two voices of complaint, but neither 
clamorous nor disrespec tful. 

0... the I rtn, the N ahob Vizier arrived at his 
encampmc:nl, which had been formed on the· opposite 
shore. I chose to make him the first visi t, which was 
performed on the same morning, and w,as returned 
by him on the next. 

Hyder beg, the Nabob's second Minister, arrived 
at the same time. He had betn d ... puted early to meet 
me at Benares, and had arrived there about two days 
a'fter my departure from it. l ll~tead of following me 
to Chunar, he had suffered himsdf to be detained by 
Lalla Bucherauge, the Shroff, who had promised to 
accompany him with a supply of money. In the mean 
tim;:- a sudden and great swell of the river render. 
cd the Burna Nulla, behind which he was encamped" 
impassable. The Rajah's people, at the same time, 
carried away all the- boats; and after a long and 
fruitless neg9tiation witl: them for an unmole!ted 
passage,. ....h~ch he did not think ,it prudent· to 



lttempt at the hazard of an oppositidn, he at length 
did attempt it, and met none. His indecitin'n on this 
occasion, furnished ground. for. various sappositions; 
but I knew, and had assurances from a person in my 
suite, who had taken refu ge with him and:· 3cquired 
his confidence, and on whose authority I could 
implicitly rely, that they were wholly devoid of 
foundation. I had a pleasing and incontrovertibt.! 
evidence of his fidelity, soon after the conclusion of 
our troubles, in a letter which Captain Blair picked 
up at Lutteefpoor, and wh ich I sha ll add to the 
Appendix; not merely as a justification of that M~nis· 
ter, hut as a rel ief to the dry and unentertaining 
.materials with which it is a~soci<lt-ed, if it shaH convey 
the same opinion of the good sense (If the writer to 
ottJ.er minds, as it ha~ done to mine. 

On the 15th , Lieu tenant Polhill crossed and joined 
Major Popham's camp. Th e whole detachment [:ow 

consisted of the following strength, vi::. 

1 company of European grenadiers, commanded by Captain 

I ditto 
I ditto 

Grant. 

ditto light infantry 
French Rangers 

30 European artillery men 
I regiment of sepoys the 7th 
I ditto I ~th 

I ditto 30th 

I ditto 35th 
• battalion, the 1St of the 6th, 

regiment 
6 companies of the Nabob's 

body gua.ds 

ditto Capt. Harrison. 
ditto Lieut. Wade. 
ditto Capt. Hill. 
ditto Major Crabb. 
ditto Major Ba)Jpur. 
ditto Major Roberts. 
ditto Major Popham. 

ditto Captain Blair. 

ditto Lieut. Pol bill. 
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The (QUo"";ng is ,a cataloglle of Cheit Sinl{'s .wh~le 
force .. which ·.hu been since delivered to me by. one 
of his. principal officers; arid as it made· a ' part oC 
tbe affi~ .. . vi" J admit it and credit it as genuine. It is 

~ .. . 
certainly Dot exaggerated. 

~T oC the establi.'ihed forces in the service of "i<t 
Sing, Cavalry,· Sepoys , Matchlockmen, &c., & . "i 

. ~ 
Cavalry "1'.' 170a 
Select troops or bodyg,pards, 110rse and foot 
Sep~s 
Matchlock men 
Attached to Bullum Dass, horse 300, foot 500 
With Sujan Sing-, cavalry aud infantry, Soo 

700 

1150 

. 800 

800 

with two guos, Sepoys and artillery men, 340 8 ~0 

With Munnear Sing , cavalry and infantry 700 

Total established troops-76g0 

Troops entertain~d after the arrival of Chet Sing, 
at, Lutt::eIpore 

First, entertained at Luteefpore, Matchlock .and 
Sword men 2000 

Second, Nujjeeb Sword men, from Lucknow 1000 

Total-3000 -Troops assembled [rom differen t places, hone and 
foot, the ]uggt"r Deave Sing 

Matchlock men arrive~ ~th Hllkht Sing, by order, 
from the Rajah. 

With Ci?mallD S. i .~g, sent for by the Rajah, Match-
lQ.Ck .~en . '" 

5 

500 

\00 
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Frpm )b't;'owjdar,of Blddevi a¢~d~' .MatcQ,lock 
. '". riien ~ :... . ,," ... .; • . : '!" : ' •. : •• ~ ". !~ 
Rajl:pOO,-",i,t" of the tribe of' RUgbuose. ' .:f..o,~. 

Kuuaukut . ... 3000 ' 
Arrived with Dullun Sing, Foujdar of. Mukurun, 

Baclsbahpoor Matchlocks ;,. 1500 • CavllItyand infantry, arrived with Ruzza Cooli " 
~han from Mirzapoor ••• 300 

Rajepoots collected from Agoree and Purwah, 
by Dia Lutchoo 500. 

Of the tribe or cast of Kam~ur, collected b, 
Shujan Sing .. ~ ~IOOO 

Sword and Matchlock men with Ramjeewawm. 2000 

Total troops 1n the service of Cheit S 0:-22,190 

To which 3re to be added hu sband men and ad· 
venturers, who took up arms voluntarily, making the 
fore'loing' number amount to near forty thousand. 

These forces were divided between Lutteerpbor. 
Pateetab, and Ramnagur. The best reputed of them 
were at Pateetah, and the great mass composing the 
last corps, with a part of the others, at Lutteefpoor 
with the Rajah, who had fixed hi.! residence at that 
place. since his fljght from Shewallah G .. ut. 

Before i"proct'!ed, it may not be improper to 5tate . 
the resource on which he, not very unreasoiiably, 
depended for lengthening the war, if not for ,ucceu 
in the -course of it. 

First, his fortres~es; of which ,there are ' many, «nd 
sam e of cOl\~iderable exten~ , and stren·gtb. ert'cted .in 
lariou5 parU of the Z.emidary. Of these :fbe .two 
principals a~ Bidj~.ygur an\i ' Luteefpoor, ~11lJlJ.iu,r 



~tcety .~ve.s ta..t>e named wttb 'tjem, ':~~.'~t 
-bat ~beeo .reJ?dered con~der~~e. onl",,"'by ~~. _ 
been a capItal scene of OppOSItion and of our...t~l&. 

Bidjey¥,A- is a fort erected on the solid · rock,- of 
a hill rising to the beight' of 74~rpen.dlcurar· feet , 
from tbe level ground. It lies about 6fty miles in .. . 
soutb-east -directloa (raIn Chuoat. It was the deposi-' 
tory of all his and his fathe r's treasures. • 

tutcidpoot is _. large fort built with stone, and 
sutrounded by hills, and either from n~lect or design, 
obstr~cted (rom distant view by trees and thick 

. shrubs surrounding it. It lies about 14 miles eastward 
from Chunat. 

Patettah is a very large town, surrounded by a 
rampart of earth, extending to a great distance heyoed 
it to the hills adjoiniog. The fort itself is a small 
square house of stone, itself fortified with (our rouod' 
towers, aod enclosed with a hi l{ h rampart, and a diich, 
wich i~ in most parts broad and deep. Its greatest 
advantage agaiust an enemy, to whom delay was 
de(~atl was, that it was invisi bil: to its assailants. 

Ramnagur bas been described already. Tbe other 
rorh, whatever tbeir conseq uence under a different 
trai,n ' of successes might have been, are of Donc ~ the 
etrenls of thill Darrative. 

, Ht!' next great resource was hi, wealth, on which 
he looked, and thought himself invinctble, &0 expreuio'o 
wbicb I borrow (rom oDe of the meaoest of his depen-., 
dants. It ill credlbly .. ffirmed that he inherited ft:OQJ 
bis {ather, BulwantO Sing. a complete crote o( rupees, 
to .ni~q: }t is ~lie_v~ tb.a:t be '?lade consi~ add.i:. 
tions. 
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.Tb~ distresleS of our Gov.ernment j and the power 
and ii.umb"i!Ir of its enemies, · m.ay al~o I::!e rec'~;fd, 
though negative, yet adlong!lt· his resources. The 
rest were delusory, which the false and · viol~t cOl1nsels 
of his brother. Shu. Sing, and hiS' Buxer S~ddanu nd. 
i,nposed on his inexperience, and the pliancy and 
aptitude of his disposition. 

It would break the attention, and perplex the 
thread of the narrative, to relate e\'ery distinct event 
iQ its exact order of time. I have therefore io tbe 
minuter points, endeavoured rat.her to arrange them 
according to their relation to the greater, or to hnd a 
place for them in the vaColn~ intervals and pauses of it. 
It may be prop.r in this place to mention, that -iuriog 
the time of inaction, which suce-eden to my arrival at 
Chunar, I received several letters from Chdt.. Sing, 
besides letters from Mr. Barnet, and one from Can too 
Baboo, wno were both his prisoners at Luteefpoor, which 
were written by his order. These were at! alike ir, subs· 
tance, containing acknowledgments and professions of 
his submission to my authority, assertions of his own 
innocence, charging the massacre of Shewallah to the 
Chobdar, whose insults provoked the resentment of his 
servants, whum he could not restrain; and claim a 
merit from his having in the three past actions beer. 
the 9Dffering part, though successful, and in nOR'" ·the 
aggressor; adding general offers of accommodation, 
and in the leUers written by his order, a pompoLlS 

. display or his inexhaustible wealte, the ·· InUltitll~e afld 
bravery of his forces, and the deyoted affection and 
qdelity of all bis subjects. J refused to answer them, 
letting him (koo~ tbat they were written "it"Q to.Q 



tn~ch pres}1Jnption, in the style .of equality, . an~.:,. wi~b 
inapplicable .professions, which were no . better :':r.~ 
nor:e: SOql:c' of. these' letters wiil appear iri tb"e 
Appendix. ,The rest were lost. 

,It had been intended to begin 0'( operation! with 
'the attack of Ramnagur; partly because it had been 
the scene of our first disgrace, and principally because 
the repossession of the capital, which would follow the 
coapture of Ramnagllr, would, it was thought, redeem 
our credit with the public, and be deemed equivalent 
in ,the dis tant reports if it, to the complete recovery 
of oul authority over the country; as the existence 
of a fugitive chief in the wilds and mountain~ would be 
little regarded, when he was expelled from the capital 
of his Government, and the seat of his collections. 
For this purpose, battering cannol] and mortars were 
'ordered to Major Popham's camp, and. every other 
preparative made for a siege. This caused the delay 
of some days. In the meantime, a man 'named 
Bundoo Cawn t a native and inhabitant of the town of 
Chunar, gave information that, as the Rajah's (orce 
was principally collected at Lutteefpoor aotl Pdeetiolh, 
and was daily accumulating, it would become 
exceedingly difficult to dislodge him, if he was allowed 
to '· Rain too great strength there, by a process of 
detailiMio and consecutive operations; that the 
approaches both to Pateetah and Luteefpoor were 
strongly guarded, Jlnd especially those of Luteefpoor, 
which he described as' .. n~sailable, but with a gre.at 
.tlnd certail? loss, on this Side, the only road tc it lying 
throug.h ~at~; and e.ven if carried, untenable from 
tbe streng~ of the pas. behind it, of wJlicb' the enemy 
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would keep possession in defiance of all our' effOrts, 
and ~ain5t any superiority of numbers. 'This pass 
takes its name from the' adjacent vl.Jlage of Suditoot. 
He advised a divided plan of attack to ~e ' <:xecuted 
at the same point j .f time; olle on the fort of Pateetah, 
the other on the pass of Sllckroot; of which our forc- ". 
es coming on it by surprise, it being unguarded and 
easier of access from above, might easily obtain pos­
session. aDd by that means gain the same advantag~ 
on~:r the garrison of Luteefpoor, as that would have 
over us, if we first took posse~;;ion of the fort; with 
the command of every road of cnmml.:nicatic!.n, if. 
which he did not doubt, we succeeded agaiost Patedah. 
He offered to conduct the piUty which should be 
destined on the service against the pass of Sutkroot, by 
a road unfrequented and unknown, which he de~cribed 
correct with a minute, and, as it has since appeared,' 
detail, The confidence with which he spoke, and 
correct the consistency of his assertion and reasoning.t; 
upon them, acquired a grr~at additional strength ftom 
his former recent conduct. He ha" accompani"!d 
Captain Blair in both aetinns of Ramnagur and Pateeta, 
and had been very serviceable to that officer by his 
knowl~dge of the ground, and by his advice in the 
application of it. His service on both occasions had 
been gratuitous, Dar did he profess any mot!'ye for 
that which he now offered, but the interest and safety 
of a large family which depended on our success 

Major Popham at once s,a", the· propriety of his 
advice, and adopted it, The evening of the '15th, was 
appointed for the first execution of the plan. In the 
. m;a.p.·,time, it wa~ /Yoncealcd with tbe most profound 
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secrecy'. As a !leCuf"ity for the fidelity and steadira.~ss 
.of Sundob Cawn, be bad a promise or a j,agbee( 
in .perpetuity for hjms~lf a~d famn},. if the enterprize 
succeeded. This engagement I)as been since amply per· 
formed. Jajor Popham formed his army into two 
divisions, <me destined for the more distant ~nterprize. 
and commanded by Major Crabb. It consisted of 
(he 7tb regiment, Major Crabb's;- the 1st battalion 
of tbe 6th regiment; Lieutenant Po!hil!'s six companies 
'or the Nabob's boJy-guard; four six· pounders, and 
a five and half-inch h OWLlZ. These corps were told 
off, pnd began their -march abou ~ eleven that niCht. 
Major Popham began his march with the other division 
.at about three o'clock in the morning to Pateetah. 

On his arrival there he found the works much 
stronger, and th e approach more bazardous, thao he 
had expected fl a m the description which had been 
given of the place. He applied for the two battering 
cannon and tll~ mort ars which had beer.' originally 
intended (or the attack of Ramnagur, and remanded 
on the change or the plan. They were seot, but 
mace no impression; and he re~olved, on the en· 
,couragefllent of a five d::LY's experience, and from 
the fear of a delay operatin g against the olher part 
of his plan. to attempt a Iltorm. This was ordered 
and execu.ted on the morning of the. 20th, with an 
instail"t and complete success. Major Roberts com­
tnanded the storming party. The enemy made a 
slight 5~and at the outer en trenchment, and fl ed through 
the fort, our me," ftolltlwing without opposition. A 
sligh~ attack was 'made at this time on our camp, 
but ~e~ILed wilh some los.! on the part of the enelDY. 
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and nooe on ours, We Iou during' tht: siege' eleven 
men ltilled. besides ten wounded. 

On the same morning, .Majo,r Crabb having conduct~ 
cd his division through almost imprac:tic,ble ways, 
arrived at il village called Lora, which lies about two 
miles (rom the pass. Here he fnuod a body of men 
with three guns posted to oppose him. They made a 
firm stand, but were defeated with a considerable loss. 
Ours was twelve men of every denomination killed, 
and twenty-two wounded. The enemy Bed through ' 
the pass to Luteefpoor. Our detachment followed 
to the head of the pass, and thhe encamped (Of, the 
remainder of the day. 

The news of these concurreut successes being con­
veyed to the Rajah, at the same insant of time, alarmed 
him exceedillgly for his own personal safety. His 
fears were excited with a more for.cible impre,;sion 
by the s~rprise of the advance of so great a force 
from a quartt:r where he had not ("xpected any. WIth 
his face turned toward~ Chunar, al:d his whole attention 
and that of his people directed to the movements which 
were made on that side, they had no suspicion of any 
deliigo being form ed behind them. The first intell i­
gence which was received ot" Major Crabb's party, 
described it "s consisting of the {oHowers of Oossaun 
Sing, and only three companies of OUT Sepoys; the 
Hircarrafls who conveyed the news, possibly mistaKing 
the advanced guard for the whole force, and reporting 
it accordingly; nor was th e real !;trength of the party 
koowo, even by that which \'Ids'detached to oppose 
it, until the instant of the action. 'This circumstance 
w~s related at . the time, and has been since confirmed 
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to m~ by an officer, named Myher, who corAmandt.'d 
a small' body of the Rajah's Sepoys, and the" gu ns in 
the action: No design .could be more judiciously 
planned, jr more bappi:y execu ted. Even the impedi­
ments and di .. appointments which attenoied it, served 
but to promote the coincidence of the final movement!! 
of its operation, with ~o well-timel\ an t'.ff~ct, that the 
d ifference of time which passed betWt:ell the engage­
ment at Lora and th~ conquest of Pateetah, was 
little more tban that which would be required by 
the difftrence of the distances of each from Luted -

o 
pOilr, for the news of each success tu reach Luteefpoor 
at the same instant. 

Cheit Sing instantly prepared for flight. His roa~ 
to Bidjeygur, wbich was his lilst refuge, lay th rough 
the PilSS, which he dur~t not attempt. He left 
Luteef;:>oor about three or four in the afternoon; and 
making a circuit over the hills, gaint:d the high 
road at the distance of some miles beyond the P;lS.'l, 
and proceeded with a few full owers to the neighbour­
hood of Hid jeygur. Some others followed alld rejoin­
ed him. The rest left without orders, ,;t'lyed bu t to 
plunder tne place, and CVilcuatd it. T he Gawng 
Wallahs, or militia, composed o f the husbandmt:n, 
who had been summoned to attend him, all fled to 
their own homes. So rapid was the report of th i~ --event in its commul1ication, alld so decisive in its 
effects, that tbe fort of Sutteessgur, which lies about 
sevell or eight miles to tbc nortb ward of Luted-

o 0 

poor, and the RaJ ace of Ramnagur, were evacuated 
on the sam~ evening; am.!, the allegiance of tht: whole 
cciunt~y restored as c.vmpletely in t he .:: oursC;.,~f a ·few 
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Hours, ~om a state ' of unlVenal revolt, ~o its proper 
channel,' as Ii' it had never del?arted from i~ 

On the· next morning, the. 21St, Major C(abb 
marched through the pass to Luteefpoor, '¥d found 
it abandoned. 

On the same day, Major Moses Crawford. with 
the zath regiment of Sepoy.s, arrived from Dinapoor, 
and joined the detachment. 

Major Balfour was detached on the morning of the 
22d to Ramnagur, of which he took quiet possession. 
No onc remained to oppose him. 

Being desirous' of returning without los5 of time 
to Benares, and the presence of the Nabob Vizier 
lleing more urgen tly requirer! ror the quiet of his 
Cuuntry, we parted on the 25th, with every expression 
of mutual and real .catisfaction. 

.on the next morning 1 arrived 
on the 28tb returned to myoid 
doadass's Garden at Henare~. 

at Ramnagur, and 
quarters at Mah-

To quiet th e min ds of the people, proclamations 
were iiSu ed, offering pardon to all who should peace­
ably return to their obedience, excepting the persons 
of Chdt Sing, and his brother Shuj'\n SlOg, whom 
their late rebellious conduct, and their rancour manifest­
ed to ollr nation in th e deliberate marder of our 
1iold~rs, and even defencele.~s passengels, who had the 
misfortune to rail into their hands, had precluded hom 
every title to lenity. A'no ng the unhappy sufferers to 
whom .the above exception alluded, was a person of· 
tbe name of Hooker, who ha.d folTo~ed the o~cupatjon 
of a 4ealer in European wares .to our' camps, and had 
vCrK,l/.rcd to pa~i in his budl.!erow, a little af~er_ the 
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unhappy afhir of Shewallan, neat Ramnagut, where., l'Ie 
was seiieQ, and \Jnarmed as he was, and pletdiog' tbe 
mnocence· of his pro1es~ion, murdered in cold ,blood. 
Shujan ,Sin~ had the. command at that rime in 
Ramnagut. Two soldiers also, of M~jor Crabb's·detach. 
ment, having wandered from the line, were taken and 
murdered at Gop!!e Gunge. F ,)r tbi s reason that town 
was excepted ie the proclamation, aed bas since been 
destroyed. 

My first care, after my rdurn to Benares, was to 
determine the succession to the Zemidary and Rauje, • v:l'Cated by the forfeiture of Cheit Sing. The right of 
the Company to the disposal of it certainly had not 
suffered by the p'ast events. The territory had been 
wholly lost to their dominion, and wholly conq~ered 

by their arms : yet the rest of the family, who formerly 
possessed it, had not merited by any act of theirs, to be 
involved" in the punishment of a man who had been 
I"qually tbeir enemy, and whom they had regarded 
as the usurper of their more legal rights; nor perhaps, 
would it .have been prudent tll have rut the subminion' 
of the people to the test of a new species lit rlominion. 
J therefore resolved, in virtlle of the full powers which 
I possessed from the Board (or that purpose, to bestow 
it on the next lineal heir. This was RaubC'lo Me:hip­
n!Gin. H e was the grandson of R.ljah Bulwunt Sing. 
by a daughter married to Bauboo Doorgbijry Siog, 
The widow of Bulwunt 5102', named R::tnny Goolaub 
Koower, was still living and in an extreme old ate. 
By the Hindoo )atv she might claim the inberitan~e. 
Her daughter . . also, the . wife of Doorgbijey Sing, might 
~i$ut · · ~be Hke pretl;OsioD, }-lad it become a matt" 

' ~ ' , ' . 
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d eon test, I had resolved to leave it into the de~isiod 
of the wbole boody of the Pundits of Be-:lilrCS i but this 
reference was unnecessary .• DOO'rgbijey Si~g yieJdeCJ 
up the pretension of his wife, 'and the old Rlo.noy her 
own, by a writing sealed with her name, ~nd acknow­
ledged in the presence of il cOIlfidential person whom 
I deputed to her for th"t purpose, decjaring it to be 
ber wish and request, that the Rauje might be 
conferred on ht;r grandson, Mehipnarain. He was ac­
eordingly invested and proclaimed on d)!~ 30th of 
September. His father, Bauhoo D~orgbijey Sing, was 
at the same time invested with the office of N<l.ib, arId 
is in effect the sole acting manag~r. He is about 
thirty-five years of age, his SOil nineteen, 

I nave thought it proper to establisn a distinct 
and independent magistracy for the town of Der.ares. 
Allee Ibrahim Cawo, tl1l:'. person chosen for thi!! charge, 
was duly inytskd with it on tbe 20tb of October. 

On the 5th of November I concluded tne settleme.lt 
of the revenue which was to be paid by Rajah .I\·le­
hipnarain, being 33,33,33,358 for the curre nt year, 
and a perpetual rent of 40 .00,000 rupees for the futUre. 

It has been alrt':ady mentioned, tnat SOOD after my 
Right to Ct',unar, Colonel Muir advised me of overtures 
made by Mahdajee Sindia for a separate peace. I 
sent to Colonel Jl.lu ir cred entials and instructic~::. ; 

and 0" the 13th of October a trea~y was concluded 
with Mahdajee Sindia. To confirm a'ld impwve the 
advantages obtained by it, 1 d~l,ted Mr. Anderson 
to Mahdajee Sindia, and at the sam&- time sellt . Mr. 
Chapman, \~ith Bissumber Pundit on a similar com. 
mission to Moodkjee Boosla, the Rajah of Derar • . 



",T·BENARES. 73 

On \ll~ 8th of October, M~jor Naylor, !i~b the 
13d regiment, ha ving been detached to the relief of 
L"ieu tenant~Colonel Hannay, arrived on the northern 
banks of litte Dewar, defeated a large force which had 
a!l~embled rou nd Colonel Hannay, and entirely dis· 
pcrsed them. The return of the Nabob soon after 
effect ually restored the quiet of the cou ntry. 

Abollt the same time a re~jment of sepoys, under 
the command of M"jtlr Lucas, defeated and drove 
FuU,. Shaw from the distrll.t of 5ircar Saurun, 

After having Iflined posseslIio.>n of Luteefpoor, 
Malor Popham lost no ti lne in prosecu tirl g his march to 
HridjevJ:::lr. Cheit S ing did not wait h IS approach, 
but fled, taking with bim as much treasure as hi'!. 
elepha nts and camels could ca rry, which has been 
reported to me to have eonsisted of one laCK of mohrs 
and fifteen or sixteen of silver, besides jewels to an un ­
known amount.' His wifc. a woman of an amiable 
character, his mother l'auna, and all the other women of 
his family, and the su rvivor~ of the family of his fatber 
Bulwunt Sing, who were connected "."ith his, were 
left in the lort of Bidjeygur. He took the route of 
Rewa, and from thence procecded to Panna, the 
capital of Boonde!cund, paying and plundered as he 
passed. He was by the last ad vices in that country. 
tho. &ajah professing in his letters to me a resolution 
to withdr!l.W bis protection from him, and secretly 
favouring him. 

The fort ress of Bi~jeygur surrendered by capitula­
tion on the loth of November, yielding to Major 

. PQpbam the peculiar credit of having ~urmollnted 

aH the' . ob.stacles which nat\1re and ah bas opposed · 



to the conquest of two of the fortresses of: HiRd~!Jtanj 
. which had been before universa.l1y deem~d imi'>regnabl~ 

I have now brought my nairath-e to its proper ' 
conclusion, at that point in which all the mhvementil. 
which (orm the suhject of it, and all their objects ­
appear to have attained their full and complete ter~ 

minatioA. I regret the length to which it has been 
drawn, and fear that it will appear unreason able to · 
those wh o may conside r it a point of duty to give it 
a thorough pemsal and who will scarce rail .0 refl ect, 
that it contai ns in effect the histor$ of but onc: mon th. 
1'0 myself the reflection affords a different stnsati'ort 
wh~n applied to the multi :ude of events, and th eir 
m agn itude comprised within so short an inten'al of 
my public life. 1 have aimed at brevity, both io the 
selection of bcts and in the narration of them ; h:w- . 
ing omitted. every circnm,;t:!.nce which

J 
though engag­

ing a portion of my attention at th e time, had no 
connedioo with the general train of . even ts, or in­
fluence on the chuacter by which they are discrimi­
nated from the ordinary cou rse of affairs. F or the 
ntisfaction of such as shall have more patience or 
leisure to look into th em, I have added as an Appen­
dix, copies of all the material papers which have a 
relation , to the narrative, but which would have in. 
creased the bulk of it, and distu rbed the .atterrtilJll

J 

if inserted. in the body of it. 
f have abo added attestations of all the principal 

(acts and events, sworn before ~ t~ Chief Justice, to 
whose .advice I am obliged for haVing suggested it. 
It qid not · strike my mind that matters of S'GCh no­
toriety here ~uld require lOCDe QIOft autbentic 
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veriAcatiQn or tnem at home than the tecitaL o( the 
man, whose 're'putat;?n is so immediately concerned 
as' mine is, in the judgmen't which my superiors, and 
which the' public at large will have a right to .form 
u pon it. I am sensible of the wisdom of the precau~ 

tion, ·and sorry . that it was not earlier intimated, that 
1 might have had time to have collected a larger fund 
of evidence, althou~h I have reason to be satisfied with 
the weight of that wnich I have obtained. Let it be 
al, o remembered, that this rf'\ittion itseJr has been 
written under the fCl"ce of an ohligation, as binding as 
th;!. t of an oath administered and taken in all its legal 
forms , 

• Whatever judgment m<ly be passed on my parti. 
cular conduct, I am yet ha ppy that it has p.oved the 
means of calling fnrth the inheren t virtue of my 
countrymen, and di!>playing to all the !lowers and 
p!'ople of Ind ia both the national character and the 
national constit ution by ' such effects as have been 
unrecorded in their hi~tories, and au: :;carce conceivable 
by their habit of thinking. 

The suddennes~ of our calamities, the distance of 
assistance, the privation of eve ry present resource; 
the manifest interest which animated and impelled 
every corps and every individual to the support of the 
COfl'Ht'I'Ofl cause; and the ra pidity with which th~y 

rushed to repel the common danger, are facts of 
universal observation; and will contribute more effect· 
llally to the p!'rmane'ncy of tije British influence and 
dominion. th~ . ~ ·most spir.ndid victqrie, obtained 
over adYeuaries ,.Qr the highest reputation, because .it 
she .... "the harmOny which unites .U tbe part, of. our 
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Government, "ana their augmented stiene:th ~lI1der the 
eompre9~ion of externa.l 'violence; and will be ;ie. 
membered as a most .triking example;: which evefy 
man concerned in its operations will apply td' his own 
ieterests a'ad feelings ; that its greatest and most !Ucceu: 
rut exertions have arisen out of the mort I desperate 

·e~encies. and have faileD in every' suc.h instance 
.witb the most dreadful vengeance on tbe heads of 
its aggressors. 
~ . For the sense which J have entertained of the 
particular conduct of the officers w~ ha\'c di,tin~uilihed 
themselves in the late service, I cannot express my­
telf in stronger terms than those of the following ex­
kact of my letter to the Board, dat~d tbe 29~h $( 
September, and copy of one dated the 7th of October. 

Extract of a letter from the Governor-General to the 
lSoard , dated 29tb S,eptember, 1781 . 

.. I have forborne any particular comments ' in 
II this place, reserving them, where they wi!! be more 
"properly introduced, for my detailed narrative. Yet 
" I cannot suppress without a violence to my own 
" feelings the testimony which;" duc, especially (rom 
" a\e, to the 'unex:tmpled zeal and public spirit of all . 
I< our officers, and the wonderful activity with which 

" tbese qUiLlities were dhplayed on the late occasion. 
' II I have , already acknowledged the ea.r!)!' exertions 
.. which were made by Colonel" Brait, during my for. 
" mer· short and calamitous residence , at Benares. 
: P( Maj9l' Poph~ I ca~not .aY·,iuffident, ~C) ,. ex~ess 

(Or IeIlSC -of ilu JervJCC~: Tbo,!:gq)l:I),: ICtte.rs j~re 
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: .. ·evl!ry · 1I\:l1!te Intercepted, Coloner Morgan,. with a 
" dl!cision ?-ad solicitude that · refit'Ct equal credit 
" upon his cbaracter, iletll61ed Major Crabb, with his 
.. pilrty. t& my assistance 'on the first and instant 
" rumour of my situation. Colonel Sir 1Gbn Cumming, 

with the like alacrity, obeyed the orders (or· his 
"march to Cawnpoor; as did Lieu lenant·Colonel 
.. Ahmuty. in the immediate di.~pa tcb of Major Cra ..... -

, " ford, and the t rO(,ps of caval ry. The sam e spirit 
" animated every officcr of t;\"l:ry c () r p~, and infused 
" i~ self into the ffi C'iI under tllI:ir command with an 
., eft'ecl so fa r exceeding th e common OCC llrrenCC!5 of 
" buman affairs, th?t in (he compJc:tc space of one 
~ I}lonth, t his I-: reat and valuau!e l>ru\·ince, whi<.h had' 
" been suddenly and wholly Jo.'> t, was in substan<.e 
" wholly recovered to tin: Blili~h Empire. 

" I am,. &c. " 

Copy of a letter from the Guv~TDor General to the 
liuarJ, dated the 7th of October, 

" I have had frequent occa.~ion to expres:;, in public 
" orders, t.he· highe~t approbati()n of the zeal, spiril, 
" and good conduct exerted by all the officers and 
" troops in all the late operati ons for red ucin g the 
"rehdHou!I Zemidary to obedience. Severa! of the 
.. officers have men ted and received particular thanks 
.. by nalDe, and it would give m e the greatest satisiac~ 

tion to distingnish o ilod reward each individual in 
" proP,Ortion to hiS' station and services. But ·as no 
" Gov.~nment is. possessed of tbe means .of such diff~_ 

" slv, rtc()s.n{1c:.~e. it. mllst be . unavoidably confine4 . 
i; 
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• 
" to tbDse' whose ~Ievated rank, or ·pecI,lliar ~ituation. 
"affords them . opportunities 'of laying 1 immediate 
" claim to thc'more honorAry or t>eoeficial 'tcstimonfcs 
" of public gratitucre. But such testimonies, whil~t 
" they arc in" po~segsioo of persolLs of superior rank, 
,. give hopes to, and excite the emuhuidn of those 
" also who are in the inferior; and thus, by we!l.tim~d 
" and judicious rewards, the prosperity of the ~tdte 
" and the intcre.<;ts of its servants are uni:ed . 

" It is 011 this principle that I requc:it permission 
" to solicit the consideration of theeBoard, for an honour­
" able recompence to the two officers who have been 
" first in rank, and most coospicuous in services, 
" during th e commotions in this district. 

"Lieutenant-Colonel Rair, who commanded at 
" Chunargur, from the day of the fatal catastroghe 
" in this town, manif.;:sted a generous zeal for the 
" public i~teresls. anti for my safety, above all con~ 
" siaerations for his own. Every requisition which 
" I made to bim wa.,> imtantly complied with, and 
" he sent me a reinf,Jfcement of a battalion of Sepoys, 
" at a time when he had the strongest grounds to 
" bl!lieve, that an attack would be madt! on bis own 
" garrison, which it was incapable of sustaining. 

" It is perhaps scarce less meritorious in C;)lonel 
" Blair to have not only submitted without repining 
" to the preference of any inferior officer to a command 
.. . of such importance within the limit~ of his own, but 
.. to have assisted and co-operated with that officer 
II with as much alacrity, as jf tbe "succe" waf to have 
". redounded'· to his ·.own bODour . • "Tbis is not the 6rst occasiCin on whicb the 
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attention of the Board hal been called to tb~ distin. 
" gl,lished: ,ro~rit and services of Maj>r Popbiun. They 
,,: have been again most happily exerted in his pf~ent 
" com mud for tbe sare~y and interests of tbe CO~· 

.. pany in a very perilous sitaation. ! have beeD in 
," a manner eye witness of them. 1 wish to exprc5~ 
"and to shew my sense of tbem, but I want languaga. 
.. (or the firs t, and means for the latter, 

., As from the knowledge which I have of the 
.. characters of Lieutenant·Colonel Blair and Major 
" Popham. I am c~ttain that the most honourable 
" re ward will be to th t:m the lCI '.ls t acceptable one. 
" 1 bel: lea \Ie . to propo~e, that they be promoted by 
" Brevet to the rililk immed iately above that whictl 
" they at present respectively bold; that is Lieutenant­
" ColQnel Blai r to tbe rank of Colonel, an d Major 
" Popbam to the rank of Lieuteoant-Colooel._ This 
.. preferment , whilst it is an honourable' distinction 
." to these offic~rs, cannot be deemed an injury to their 

seniors j as their promotion will not be thereby 
" retarded.: they may be always employed on separate 
.. services, aud their rank will not be affected when they 
.. rise in the regular course of succession. 

" The Company owe so much to the eminent . 
" ~ervices of Major Popharo, t hat I may thin k it 
" igclOmbent upon me at a future period, to recommend 
" bim to thei r further co~sideration, Wbilst I bestow 
" the just t ribute of praise due to those officers who 
" acted upon tbe sRPt. I should be guilty of an U,O ­

" pardonable aeglec:t and c\'eo injustice, if l omit ted 
" t9 express my sease of equal appr,bi.tion of tbe 
" conduct of'oibers UlorO'lJ"emote: 
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" Cobnel Morgan on the first i~ellig;ence which 
" reached bim of my situation, and without waitini= 
" for offi cial information or "autl'\ority, in the troe spirit 
I' -of an able and zealous office r, detached a 'very COli· 

'I siderable portion 01 his brigade, and all 'the supplies 
" of provisions which he eQu;d procure. 

" Sir John Cumming likewise moved with the 
" utmost diligence and alac rity on receiving an order 
" to occupy the station of Cawnpoor, in the room of 
" the second brigarle. He ffi<wchecl with his whole 
" force in fifteen homs after reteiving t he orders, 
" and reached Cawnpoor in fout days, himself, officers, 
'~and troops, chc:erfully n,akirig' t heir utmost efforts 
" in the common callse. 

" Snch have beer> the spirited and judkioll!: exer~ 

" tion,; of our (,(i-icers and troops in support of the 
" Company's moct valuabJe ri gh t" a!1d pos;;t:!'lsion:;, of 
" the dl\~n ity of thei r Government, and ('of the honour 
" and safet}-· of tht:i, chief Ma.gistrate; a conduct 
" which manifest. the slroo~est attachment and affe:c­
" tioo on their parts, and implies an observance of 
" justice and regard to the pm!'lperi ty and happirtess 

of those who a re placed under our authority, on 
"Ollrs. These are circumsrances which will always 
" afford me the most pleasing reflections, notwith­
" standi.ng the calamities wh ich have produced tb·~m. 

" I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signeq) " WARREN HASTINGS." 

Chu"ar, Ist Dt~cmber, 1781. 
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tRANSLATroN o( 'be 
Cbeit . Sing, for the 
Benares, &c. 

SUlllUla granted to Rajah 
ZCalidary of Gauzipoor, 

Be it known to the Mutsedies in office, present and 
to come, Canoooogoes, Muchudums, Ryatts, cultivators, 
to all the inhabitants and people resident and beloug. 
iog to Sircar Senares, Gar.ypore. and Ch uodara, in the 
soabah of Illababad, That whereas by virtue of a 
treaty with the Nabob .. \~soph ul Dowbh, concluded 
on the 20tb Rubby. ul Owa!, 1189, Hegere.e, or ZlSt . . 
May 1775, th~ Government and Soverdgnty of the 
Sircars aoove'rnentioncd, has been ceded to the HOllour· 
able East.India Company, from the 4th of JummaddY 
ul Owal 11 89 Hejeree, or 4th J ul}', 1775. the said East­
India Company tberefore, in virtue of the rigbts thereby 
obtained, do confirm unto Rajah Cheit Sing .he 
Zeroidary, Aumeeoy, and l'oujedary of the said 
S ircars agreeably to the Ze mmell, together with the 
Cutwallus or Juan pore and Renates, and the Mint 
of Benares, from the said d~tc. Whatever gold and 
silver shall be coined in the Mint, !lIt: ::a id Rajah shaH 
coin conformably to his Mutchulka. He is not to be, 
in the smallest particular, remiss in the observation 
and executi on of the several duties incumbent on him, 
he it to behave with moderati on and kindness to the 
Ryatts and people, to promote the cultivation aod 
increase of inhabitants and produce of the lands; 
expelling thieves, "dcbtly assaulters and robbers, and 
so effectually pU'bisbing the distu rbers of the peace, 
that no trace of tbcro nay be seen; and be is to pay 
a tribute 01 :Z3.4o.,:q.9 Benates mutcb~ldar rupees, or 
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2~J{)O,I80. Ca1cutta sice'as, annually to the COQlpany's 
Treasu ry; sbouJd be receive orden b? pay:tbt: above 
revenue at Benares, he shaU, in tbat case, pliy th~ 
sum of 23.40,249 Benates mutchuldar nppees, · each 
rupee to weigh ten rnasha, and to contal0 ;t,.,0 (uttee 
an~ two chowls of alloy, and no more; should the 
weight be less, or tbe aUoy be more, he shaIl make 
up the deficiency j whenever the money shall Dot b~ 

wanted at Benares, be is to remit the anona] amount 
of 23,66,180 of sicca rupees punctually agreeable to his 
Kists, and by monthly paymenL> at Calcutta. In 
consideration of which, he shall te allowed a dl;ducdon: 
of two per cent amountjn~ in all to sicca rupeei: 
4'4,4.34 I4 5 accou nt of Hiodownny or Exchange,_ which 
being deducted, the net amount is 22,21,745 17 3icca 
ru~es of Calcutta, which he is to pay at that place. 
After the settlement of accounts, at the end of the year, 
he snall, in t-he customary manner, receive credit (or t.is 
payments, and he is by no means to collect the pro. 
hibited abwab of the durgah of bis Majesty. This Sunnud 
being granted, is to remain in force, and all (ormer 
Sunouds to become null and void; you the Mutseddies 
and persons above-mentioned, are to regard tbe said 
Rajah, as truly and lawfully possessed of the Zemidary, 
Aumuny, and Poujedary, of the above Sircars, and to 
acknowledge his authority in the several acts apper~.ai::l.. 

ing thereunto. Know that we have issued tb~ most strict 
and positive commands, and obey them accordingly. 

Written on the 2StU of Sufter,' 11 th Sun, or 15th 

of April, 177~. 

(Signed) By the Governor-General and <;o\lflcil. 
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Tbe .ZimooC'en. 

The 0Uice of the Zemidary of Sircar Benares, 
Gazypore, Chundra, the Cuttwally , the duties and the 
Mint in the Sobah of J llahabad, have been conferred 
upon the great Chief Raja h Cheit S ing Behadre, also 
the Aumuny and lloujedarry. 

Copy of a Pollan granted to Cheit Sing 

The Po/Jan containing the untferwritten stipulations 
is wanted unto Raja~ Cheit Sing Babaclre. 

Sircar 8~nares, Gazypore, Chunar, and the mahals 
of Sire~r of Juanpore, comprehending the mah,,1 an~ 

duties, Havily, Mahomed. Abaub, Renares, the Khaus 
Daums in Purgulina Dhadurry, Tal ook of ~:.1nkeramow 
ill Purgunna Chunar, Suklesgurrll, Bijeepore. S ircar 
Gauzypore Purgunnah Sd:underpore Kbered Shad y 
Ab .. tid Patna Serreinga, including the Cutwally duties 
?( Juanpore and Benares, the Mint of Henares, the 
m okum y, yatisaub and stores, weighing both maul 
and duties, and the Duanny, DU5tore, excepting the 
flarcar of half the Ja gheer of Bhadurry, the exempted 
Jagheers of Ayma whi ch have been inserted (or a 
length of time in the accoun ts as deductions, all the 
.arlic\.es of the Taheed are st!ttled upon you from the 4th , 
of Jllmaudy ul Awaul 11 89, Hijeree, or the 4th of July, 
177$, Ellglish, at a stipula tiun per annum of 23 40,249 
M"hida r Benares rupees, not short of the weigbt o( • • 
10 mosha each, iIond not contain ing a greater portion 
of. all ny than ."two rattees, .nd two beringe, agreeably ' 
to your ~Iutcb~lka ADd Cabuleat. 'fbI'S sum ' you ' will " 
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tnerefore pay, but should it not suit t~e conve~jence 
of.the Company to receive it at Henares, r~11 are to 
rfy it in Calcutta in sicca ru pees of Ca!cutta,'amountirlg 
'ill which spec ie to 22,66,180 sicca rupeeS, tle amount 
of the Hindooawn or e xchang-e. allow~d you at the 
rat.e of 2 per cent is rupt't:s 4 ~434 14,;. which being 
deducted, the net sum will be 2'2.21 ,745, 1.15 sicca 
rupees of Calcutta. This you ;;,re to pay without the 
least deduction or depreciation whatever, in the course 
of each yen by monthly paym en ts, agreeably to your 
s~parate Kistbllndy. This you arc to pay with out any , 
allowance for sllbundy, Yl)U wil! remit the money-to 
CalclItta without fail conformaolr to the said Kistbuncy. 

A'U/JOOIy,lt, o r AI-:reement execu ted by Rajah Cheit 
$illg, for the Zemidary of lknares, &c. 

\Vhereas' a treaty has been concluded between thl". 
English East-India C')mp~ny, and the Nabob Assoph 
nl Dowlah Chea Cawn lkha(! nr, HUl.zubber Ju ng 
Nazim of the Sou bah of Allah abad, under date the 
10 th o f Rubbee ul A wa! 11 :)9, Hijerec, or the 21st of 
iVI:l.Y. :775. Chrtst iall , whcn: by the sovereig:nty of the 
Sircars, Benare'i, Gau7.eY!>')re, Chun:u, & .. , h:l.th been 
ceded to the English East·lndia Company from the 
4th o f Jamady uJ Awa! I, ,s9, Jfijeree, or the 4th ,pf 
Ju ly 1775, Chri~tian, and the Company having granted 
the Zemidary, the Aumuny and POl'jedarry of the 
aforesaid Sircars, together with the Cutwallies of , ,. 
llenares and Juanpc>re , &c. and the •. Mint of Senares 
unto me (rom the above date, I do hereby voluntari.ly 
consent and a~ree under my halld, that whatever 
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eoins shall be '>truek in the said 'Mint, shall be con ·­
formably'tq ,a separate oblig;ttion, which I ha1le exe· 
cuted under'date the 25th of Zihiza, in the 17th year 
of the reig-a, and delivered to tbe Government for the 
Company, It shall be my duty to do every thing that 
may be needful and usual for the interest and security of 
the country, to provide fo r the welfare of the in habi· 
tants- to be attentive to the increase of cultivation 

. and improvement oi the revenu e, to use my endeavours 
i!" such manner to expel rohbers and assassins, and 
to punish offenders of every kind, that not a trace of . . 
thent may be left, and Will pay the ahllual revenue 
of Government, heing at Renares, mutchuldar rupee s 
of B"'l'lares ::!3,4-0,::!49, each ru pee to weigh no less than . 
ten massa, and to contain no more ailoy than two 
ruttas and two d Jowl, any neficienc)' of tht. standard 
to be made goon, II the Government shall not ha ve 
occasion to') receive the same at Henares, ' I will, in 
such cas"!, pay it at Calcutta annuaJly, by monthly 
payments, according to J{i~tbunJYI and conformably 
to the Tuzul Zill, or particular~ ill t!:lt: margin, the 
sum being Calcutta sicea ru pees ::!2,6G,ISn, ind ucling 
Nuzzeranna, &c, but deducting on acco unt of Hoondy­
an, or exchangt'!, a premium o( two per cent. whidt 
premium of two per cent. upon the whole sum, being 
sic~ rllpees 44,114,'45 , [ wi ll accotd in:::ly deduct from 
remitting the remainder to the Company's Treasury 
at Calcutta, so that, after the dedu(.tion of exchange. 1 
shall pay net, and without further deduction into . .. 
the Treasu ry of Calcutta, the sum of Calcutta sicca 
ru~s 22,U,74 ; ,II,S at the cnd of each year, After 
payment 01 tbe same, and observing 'the conditiot'ls. 
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·.agreed upon, I shail receive ·a relea'se ci~ discharge in 
full, wherefore I have written the agreement , to be 
adhered to. accordingly. 

In the margin follows' a list, dated '5th iuffer, 17tb 
of the monthly instalments Sun , corresp,0nding with 
the J.5th April, 1776, Christian. 

Signed by the Rajah. I Sea! of 

\hI'Rajai!. 

A 'rut eo/)" (~ ;gned) E. HA \I" 

Sub-Secretary to the Han. the 
Governor and Cound!. 

E xtract from ' th e Secret Proceedings of the Han. 
the Governo r-General and Council, on thl". 9th 
J uly, 1778. 

Resolved-That Rajah Cheit Sing be required in 
form, to contribu te his share of the burthcll of the 
present war, by the e~tab1ishment of three regular 
battalions of sepoys, to be raised and maintained at 
hi s expense, ~nd the Governor-General is reQ uc6ted to 
write to him to that effect. 

Copy of a letter from Rajah Cheit Sing, received the 
30to July, l 72J$. 

I hav.e be~n honoured by the receipt of your gea. 
~J)5 letter, c'olnJllunicating the intelli£"eoce of a war 
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being brok~· out between the Courts 'ot Great Britain 
and France. a.nd desiring me to take on myself a ~5bare 
of the burden of expense-my patron r am the servant 
of the Sircilr-I will write you more lully hereafter-on 
all occasions I am hopeful of your Highoess's favour 
and suppcrt. 

Jf:ictract from the secret proceedings of the Honourable 
Governor.General and Council, at! tbe 26th August, 

1779· 

R~solved,-That t~e Commander-in-Chief be re· · 
quested to give orders to Major Catnac, or the officer 
in command of his detachment for the march of two 
battalions of Sepoys to Menares, at the requisition of 
1\'[r. Thomas Graham, the Resident there, and tr) remain 
at that place lor further orders. 

Resolved, that the following letter be written to Mr. 
Graham: 

To Mr. THOMAS GRAHAM, President at Bcoares. 

SIR, 

We have recei .... ed your letters of the 16th instant, 
acquainting u~ that Rajah Cheit Sing had declined 
to pay (he five lacks at rupees which we required of 
him, as his proportion of the expeose$: of the war 
for the present year 

Haviog judged it;. qecc;ssary to make this claim, 
whicb was suggested to us by the urgency o(the case, 
we ca.naot admit ;i:.f aoy plea which the Rajah may urge. 
to ~e~pt . him from jt; orders bnc therefore bc.~9 




