
88 THE LATE, TRANS-ACTIONS 

sent to Major Carnac, or the officer in .command of 
his detachment, to march to Beoares, . immediately 
on your requlsltlOo, with two battalio~5 of Sepoys, 
and to wait our further orders at the place\ We bave 
thought this step ne~e5sary, (or the purpose of com
pelling the Rajah to pay the quota required of. him 
in case of necessity; and we desire that you repeat 
your demand, and insist 00 his compliance. If the 
Rajah still continue to object to your claim -:Iud refuse . , 
payment, you arc to require the officer in command 
of the detachment, to march immediately in conformity 
to you r orders, and advise us of your proceetiings. 
We hope, however, that you will not be reduced to 
proceed to this extremity, as it would oblige us to 
increase our demands on the Rajah, by exact ing 
from him the whole expense of the detachment, from 
the day of its march, in addition to our original claim. 

\Ve are, &c, 

Copy of a letter from Rajah Cheit Sing, receive-:! 
the 27th August, 1779. 

I have been honoured with you r letter, calling on 
me for the payment of five lacks of rupees, on account 
of the expense of the war for the present year,' -and 
underst:;.nd its contents, 

My situation is well known to you, and I assfue 
you, without reserve, that. I ha'f"e no ability left, nor 
is there any mode of relief fo'( me but in your 
~avour,-I am, fully confident that it is your desire, 
who are my master, to support me your servant ; 
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and last :r,ear you <!irected Sbicl( Ally Nucky, tbat 
1 should by. any means, by disposing of my effects, 
or by borrowing , make this one payment, and I 
should not l:.~ called on in future, and tha.t you would 
take every "means for my advantage and support. 

I accordingly put in practice eyery method in 
my power, and by loans made good the requisi tion. 

, It is now absolutely out of my power to raise the sum 
requ ired, aDd I am thcrdore ilopt:ful tlHt you will 
be kindly pleased to exc use me the five lacks now de· 
manded, and that no~h in{.! may be dt:manded of me 
beyo<ld the amouut expresse;d in the P(lIl,jit, which 
through your favo ur I obtained from the horlOurable 
English Company. 

This R.aja and Zemidary, and my dignity, ar(. 
the gifts of your H i~hness, I have judged it ,Jecessary 
to represent to you my inability and hcJplc):s sta te. 

Copy of a letter from Rajah Cheit S ing, received :2 1st 
August, 1780 

I have been honoured by you r oruers, dm:ctin!,! 
me to pay five lacks of Sicca MacillJkl;-:r rupees to 
Mr, Fowke,of the war which still con tinues ; and aJthollgh 
my d istressed situation must be known t') you {rum 
oth!".t ..quarters, r.otwith standiog I have been afraid 
to represen t it to you myself, that I have sold my hOll se 
and borrowed sums of mooey, from which I am Qat 
yet released ; vet, in pb.dience to your orders, I have 
paid one lack of :rupees Ollt of the five lacks, to Mr 
Fow:ke, and should pay the other four in three months. 
1 request you will $eod directi~ns to tLat e:cudeman 
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to allow me that tiine, and it shall ~ punctualiy paid 
at the' eod of that term; you your!lclf ~ust be can
"inced, that I have DO abUities.or resources left. 

Extract from the public proceediogs frp:n the a6th 
of October, 1780. 

Copy of a letter to Gcncral Giles Stibbcrt, Commander~ 
ia·Chief, &lc. 

Having had late occasion to be much dissatisfied 
with the conduct of the Rajah of llcnarcs towards 
this Government, in withholding the paymen't of 
the amount due from him, as his subsidy: we think 
it neces5ary to direct and do direct YO Il to issue ')rden 
to th e commanding: officers 01 the battalioos at the 
statio05 nearest to Bcnares, to march immediately to 
that place aad wait such further orders as may hereafter 
b¢ transn:iitted to them. 

We are, &lc. 

Extract from the secret proceedings of the Honourable 
Gnvernor-General and Council, on the the ad of 
November, 1780. 

Agreed, that the Governor-General be requested 
to write to the Nabob Vizier, recommending "to him 
to require from Fyzoola Cawo, the quota of troops 
stipulated by treaty, to be fu roished by the latter lor 
his service, being 5,000 hone': to "be put under the 
immed iate command of Lic:uteo:l.ot:Colonel Muir com
roandiog at Fllttigbur. 



o· 
Agrer.d also {hat the GoVernor-General be requested' 

to write to. the R;ljah of Benates, requiring him to 
furnish such part of ·the .c.:avalry entertained in his 
service,ils. he can spare for the service of this Govern
ment, and' to inform him what Dumber he can supply: 
that a letter be written to Mr. Francis Fowke, directing 
him to make the same requisition of the RlI.jah, 
ill\d at the same time to obviate any jealousy which the 
Raj:!.h may conceive, that Ihis may be convertt:d to' 
a permanent imposi tion upon him, by assu'ring him 
that the Board will require the services of these forces . . 
no Itlnger than while the present war lasts, after which 
they will be returned. 

N. B. T lu Appendix 10 the Na"rativc lontam!, 

omon/rst Dlhel' papen of g reat t'mportanee, the deposl/WtlS 
of ,eve'al gentlemen In tke Company's servue, and of 
many ve"" respectable natives oj indost<ln, wliicll WI" be 
/lintl:d "entire in Ihe AppendiX hcna/tt~r" Por tile pIe
sent, however, J hnve abb,eviatrd many oj the'II, as 
tkey WIll tend to prove to every t"wl',uliaJ rel/der" thaI tlu 
rebel/ian 0/ Cluit SIng was f',cmedltated-Mr. Iiostings's 
Journey to Eenares aeulerated tke revolt of the Rajah. 

Affidavit of Major Eaton, commanding at Buxar. 
Letter (rom Major Eaton to Thomas Graham, E~q", 

Resident at Benares, dated the 23d of May, 1779, 
complaining of th~ drsaff"ected conduct (If Rajah Cheit 
Si~g and bis offi~rs, and of cw')(mities committed by 
the latter. 
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Let,ter from M,.jor Eaton to Franci~ FO\)'ke, Esq" 
Resident at Henares, upon the same s:.Ibject, dated 3d 
of November, J780. 

Mr. Fowke's answer to Major Eaton, .c:xpressing 
that be had no hope: of 'Obtaining redre~s, dated. 8tn 
November, 1780. . 

Letter from Majer Eaton to Francis Fowke, Es.q. 
dated 17tlt 'Of November, Ij30, representing the ass ... ult 
made by the Zcmidar of lkerpoor un Ensign Basset, 
and the general enormitie~ 01 the ZCll)Jciars of the 
jurisdiction of H.aj.1.h Cheit S!ng. 

Letters froUl Major Eatoll to the Supreme Cou'~d!, 
.on lhe same subject. 

Major Palmet's affidavit of the declared jr,tentions 
of the Governor·Gener!!.! t UWZlrds CiJeit S ing. 

Attestation fJ f David AuJefs<">ll, E!tq., to the same 
effect. 

Affid~vit 'Of Moon~ hy Gore Persaud-His imprison
ment ~,nd suffcrin~,;-L,t.I . .ah:rs made for the attack 
'Of th e Governor-Gcneral 's quarters. 

Affidavit of Hurryram l'uodi t-Forces which at· 
tended Chcit Sing: to lSuxar. 

Affida'>'it of MOIJllshy l'iltnimul_Proclamation at 
Benar~s against prot~ction of English gentlemen, on 
pain of death, and forfeiture ,)f property, 

Affidavit of Moonsh), Gure Persaud, the same in 
substance as t he fpreg:oi ng. 

Affidavit of Doond Sing , rOMlOandant-Attempts 
of the Rajah's brother to seduce hi.D from the Com
pany's serl/ice in FeuruilJY, 1781. 

. VariollS affidavits of the insurrections in G'Ol'Ookpoor. 
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Solemn dedaration of Ranny Golaub Koo)Ver, WI· 

dow of ·Bulwant Sing-Preparations made at Ram· 
migur for attacking th'e Governor·General in his quar· 
ters-Disa4rection of Cbeit Sing. 

Affida~it of Gudrauge Sing, KiHidar of Ramnagur
Murder of Mr. H ooker-Design to attack the Gover
nor·Gener::l's q'Jarters. 

Affidavit of HiJ'lder Sing, Adjutaot at Buxar-At
tempts of the Rajah's brother to seduce the Sepoys of 
the garrison-Insolence of the Zemidar Force attendant 
on the Rajah at Bux.r-Orders to reduce the fort of 
:BuJtar-Assault made on Ensign Bai5et, and other 
genth:men, at Beerpoor. 

Affid .. vit of Sheck Mabmud, Commandant in Cheit 
Sing's service-List of forces whi.:h attended the RajAh 
to Buxar-Massacre a.~ Shewalla-Designs to att;&ck 
the Governor·General's quarters at Benar~s-Lillt of 
forces in the service of Rajah Cheit Sing. 

Various affidavits of the mas!acre at Shewalla, 

Perwannah from Rajah Cheit Sing to Dadjoo Sing, 
to join him and cut oft'the English. 

To ditto to join Futteh Shaw, 

Affidavits of Nathaniel Middleton, E sq.-Reports of 
Per~aAnahs issued by Cbeit Sing, commanding tht: 
destruction "f the English, and letten to the Nabob's 
Zemidars inciting them to rebel-Fidelity and attach· 
ment or the Nabob Vidcf"-Murders at Gossel Gunge
The Ministers or the Vizier's mother encourage the, 
disaffection, and anist the levyinli of troQp5 at F)'zabad 
for Cbeit Sing, .. 

7 
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Affid~yit of Lieutenant~Colonei Hanliay, command-
ing a corps of Sepoys in tbe Nilbob Vizier's. scrvice_ 
H ostik pr'lcticcs or the Beg:JlDs "at F:, zarad-.Troops 
levied tDere pl.)b~icly for Cheit Sing, wit I. rhe en
couragement of the eunuchs of both t-he he~ums
Actual depart!}re of 1000 levic!--Remonstrance made 
to the Bow Reg-urn by the deponent witho,llt effect
Attack of Captain Gordon by Shumshur Cawn,_ the 
Begum's Aumil-G,enetal di~affection of Gorookpoor 
and ::11\ the coun try lying south of Fy~,abad, {'>tncnted 
by the Agents of Cheit Sing, and b.v the money fumiEh
cd by him. 

Affidavit of Major Juho MdcdonalJ, commanding 
a battalion of S_,poys in tbe VIzie r's service-IJ)!Ju rrec_ 
tions of Gorookpoor excited by Chelt Sing, alld t;1l

couraged by the Begums at Fyzabad-The re bt;llion 
of Chdt Sing precollcerted. 

Affidavit of Capt:.l.in D;lvid Williams, commanding a. 
battalion of Sepoy, in the Vizier's service- Insurrecti ons· 
of Gorookpoor, and mutiny of his own Sepoys . 

• 
Affidavit of Captain John Gordon, £ommaoding a 

cort>s of Sepoys in the Nabob VIzie r's service-Hostile 
acts uf·Shum::.bur Cawll, Aumil of the Vizier's mother, 
attribu tt;d to the Begum. 

Second affidavit of Lieut.-Colonel Hannay-Plan 
concerted by the Begums to detain him at Fyzabad, 
and to sed uce from him his followe .. s. 

Affidavit of Juan Hent;re Moo~dcl.li, Private of the 
company of Chassellf5, relating the circumstance.! ot the 
massacre of his comrades.at Lutteefpoor. 
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Wben I had last the bon our of seeing you, I more 
than once urged my reasons fOf thinking, that the fe· 
bellien of Rajah Cheit Sing was but a part of a larger 
and more extensive plan, which was b},' good fortune of 
your arrival prematl.trely brought forward before all the 
parlies to it were uQited and propt:rly prepared for 
act ion. In support of this belief, and to prove that I 
am far from being single ill the espousal of it, I beg 
leave to trouble you with some extracts from the letters 
I received from C:olonel Hannay, written from the time 
of the first breaking out of the rebellion to. my return 
to Lucknow. His situation for obtaining the know. 
ledge be imparts, his experience, and his judgment to 
guide what he advances, must make his sentiments of 
weight and authority. 

In his letter·of the 8th of September, from FY7.abarl, 
scarcely ten days after he bad set about obeying the 
Nabob Vil:ier's orders to march with. his force to. your 
assistance, be .... 'ritf:S "that the whole country on the 
" liast· side of the Gogra was in arms and rebellion. 
" His own troops deserting, and the single companies 
" scarce able to hill otber detachments: the forts of 
" Guruckpore, Bilma,~ aJ)d Lumreagunge ta_a from 
" the Aumils by tge Zemidars; and that even Hir~ 
" currackes cannot pass; so that all cOal,lDtmication Qf 
" intell igence f;em his other detachment.s, under" Major 
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" M'Donald , Cap~ain V/iiliams, and Lieutenant Gordon, . . " 
" was Cllt off and at an end:' He adds, ': T~,js town 
" (Fyzabad) has more the' appearar,ce of belongin~ 
Ii to Cheit SlOg than the Vizier. The B::gt'm:; have 
" placed guards to prevent any c.f my pe.Jple 'going to 
" the Buzar in it.-Witt.in these four days Shaak 
.. Chaan, with near one tbousal.d borse and (oat, has 
" marched from hence to Ber.ares ( they were raised 
Ii here) and I must confess, that for my own pdr', I 
" have no doub. but ].lwar Ally Cawn, "r'Jd Behar 
" Ally Khan, throu~h their 2;;ents,.bave sbred up all 
" the disturbances which extend from bence tc Po\\'e, 
" and Azimgur.-I have ~en\ Hc.olass Roy t o the 
""Begum to enquire io;:o the re'l~on of my p::ople 
" being prl"vented from g~J;ng into the tcwo, Cheit 
" S ing's being suffered to rabe troops here, anc why 
" her servants attempted ~o preO'ent my gett in g boats to 
" transport the Company's gU.1S and horse from 
" Amara; r have ~lso desired she will give olders for 
" seizing the family of Shaak Chaan ( above rner.tion
" ed) and when Hoolas:;: Roy returas, J will write you 
" her answer. In Khyrabad Sylack, -and all the 
" eouctry on the \Vest of the Gogra, between Fyzabad 
"and Khyrabad. Ute Aumils are flying be(ore the 
" Gongwars, and cannon firing at all hours. Cbeit Sing 
"has sent rnonf:Y to Futty Shaw, Ghinoo Rcy, 
" Ajectmull, Zalim Sing, and all the refractory Rajahs, 
" to enable them to raise men. J this moment reo 
" ceived Gordon's account of tile loss of his det;a.cb
" ment, which puts my march to join you out of the 
K question. It bappened by the villainy or the Fouzdar 
" of Ta.nda Sbumsheer Khan, a ·~theelah or Bebar Ally 
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.. Khan.. who turned his guns upon the detachment, 
<c. and an ·.l.Infordable.Dull~h in front and many tbou· 
.. sands of Rajepoots, wbo had fought themal1 the 
• • way ff4tm Cbowra Gh.iUt, made the sepoys despair. 
" Zalim Sing, and Putty Puu] Sing mean to attack 
" J.[cDonald to.Q1orrow, with two thousand one hun· 
" dred mCIl. Behar Ally Khan deserves death; as the 
" loss of Gordan's detachment can only be imputed to 
" him_his Cheelah would never have acted so damn
C' ing a part without ortlers from him. Jewar Ally 
.. fhan, in the ClIoke of FYT..abild, asks every mati: 
.. wbo bears the appearance of a soldier, why he goes 
" not to Cheit Sing for service-J mention these cil
"cumstances that you may mention them to Mr. 
" Hasting-s and the Nabob, and the necessary steps 
" be immediately taken, to prevent what :ielay will 
" render a very serious matter. A few days more will 
" lead the ferment which is here to Lucknow. If the 
" Nabob insists upon my proceeding, I must brin~ 

" e!.'ery body wilh mc, for whoever is Idt bebind will 
.. be s&crificeq." 

On the 7th September, Capt. Williams w.,.ites, 
" Upon my arrival here, I found that part of Futty 
" Shaw's, Ghunoo Roy's, and Ajectmull's people had 
" cro~sed to Manjowlay. Tbey have been urged to 
" -tbi, step by Cheit, who has supplied them with a 
"considerable sum of money, and promised them 
.. great sums if thcy will put the whole country into , . . 
" conruJion-five tbousand men are on the opposite 
.. side or tbe river, ready to cross. Futty Shaw bas 
" .ritten to aU his adherents tl) be ill arms. Saudit 
" All), ani the BlrwtU" arc concerned deeply in tbe 
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"late Dllsiness," In a subsequcnt letteT, ,ectived 
immediately after the above, ,but ,,!,ithont date, Colonel 
Hannay says, " I have before told YOll how,. ~iolently 

the Bcgum's people inflame the present dis.:.rbancc; 
" and; in addition to tbis, the principal Zemidars and 
" Rajahs have all certificates under the seal of Cheit 
" Sing, that be will supply them with whatever money 
" they may reQuire for subsisting all the troops they 
" can raise, In a very short time, I apprehend the 
.. greatest part of the Nabob's domioions will be in 
" th~ state we arc in here; and it 1s I/u genu.aJ luliel 
" 01 eve." man in Ihis flUI 0/ tlu ,ounl,)', IMI JIll 
" ~co"duct I have nlolJed, is a conutled ploln /0' til, 
"exli,.pation 0/ the English, What may be the 
" situation of the rest of the Nabob's dominions I 
" know oat; but it is most certain, that from Gooda 
" to Maojee, and from Fyzabad to the Renares district, 
" and across from the Gogra to tbe Ganges, the country 
" is io the utmost ferment. Sbould the present 
" disturbances proceed from a plan of policy, it will be 
" concealed from you as much as possible,and therefore I 
" take all possible means of communicating to you wha.t 
.. J really know to be fact-l know not whe:ther the 
" Dawks pass freely from you to Luc knoy.'; but, if 
" they do not, and nO measure is immediately taken 
" to bring about order, and draw the troops together, 
" we: may be deprived of all pOs.!Jible means of assisting 
" one: another, and the army lost by detached fe
" gimenu: we have no communIcation with Beoeal, 
" and the troops on this side Benares are at present 
" too much separated to "'ield one anotber tilDely 
"assista.nce. 1 hope to God >II. $ufficient focce i$ 
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If ordered for tbe reduction of Cbeit Sing, /0' 1M '1lople 
", who a,.t daily UNt Ie hi"" ho,se ami j(}()/, Jro"" 
.. FyaaIJad, and the ' seat' of rebellion I have before 
" name~rs 'Very r,.eat." 

In his next of the 13th, he says, "That it is 
.. impossible, in the general insurrection which now 
" reigns almost universally, impossible for me to get 
" the force together the Nabob demanded, or to force 
.. my way t.l you witli a less. The Rreatest anarchy 
" prevails-the present insurrectioD is said, and believed 
" to be, with an intmtion to expel the English, I am 
" c'ompelled to give up all tbe country below Goonda
.. be upon yOHr guard agaiost tbe Vizier, for there are 
A' many circumstances to make me believe he means fo 
" espouse the cause of Cbeit Sing; the Btg-ums have 
" almost thtwulvu recruited for bim." In bis next 
letter of the 18th he says, U If you meet with a cbeck 
" at Benares, every man in the country is ;eady to fall 
" opon your scattered parties." "The state of the 
" V izier's duminions is in general beyond description! 
" The insurrection is not partial, but generally spread 
" throughout the whole, tho' it rages most violently io 
" the Manis of Sultan pore. the Mahls from Fyzabad to 
" the Benares country, the Mahls on this last side of 
" the Gogra and in Koonry, Khyrabad, and Syluck; 
"-and if i may trust to the information 1 have receiyed, 
" it is already begun, and will soon rage as violently in 
.. tbe Sbaj~b.aopore, Rohilcund, Kora, and the Doaub. 
" I ha\'e already and rlilpeatedly informed you of tbe 
.. dispositions of "those io Fyzabad, which bas in {act 
" been one of the great sourl.CS of the insurrection, lad 
.. the place of ~II ot~, in the Vizier's domini ons wbich 
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" bas , sqpplir:d Cbeit Sing with the grcate!t o"mber of 
"troop!>. The old Begum dots, in the taost ; open and 
" violent manner, support CDeit 'Sing's rebellion and 
" the insurrection; and the Nabob's motber" llaccursed 
" eunuchs, are not Jess industrious Iban those of the 
" Burra Begum. Capital cxamplu made of Jewar 
" Ally Khan, and Behur Ally Khan, would. I am 
" persuaded, have the very best effect." On the 20th, 
" 'he says, after rcstating his own imminent danger, " I 
" have already written you so fully my reasons of 

being convicted of the treachery practised at 
" Fyzabad, and which I am afraid extends to your 
" camp, that I need to say ~o more on the subject, 
" "and again mentions the general insurrections." The 
truth of these positions I found most fully pro"ed 
upon my return, and observed, in particular, that tbe 
most vigorous efforts were limited to the Jageerdan. 
among wh";m the Begums, Fyzullah Khan, and 
Lutterfut Ally Khan, distinguished themselves. Huw
e"er, the Nabob's retum, the victories gained by the 
troops with you in the total reduction of Chelt Sjng'~ 

country, and the march of the two regiments from 
Cawnpore to our assistance here. havl" unitedly con
tributed to restore matters nearly to th eir usual tran
quility. The example most necessary to be made of 
the two active and turbulent Eunuchs, mentiont:d by 
Colonel Hallnay, remains yet to be done, as well as 
of a viUain now in confinement, who had assembled 
5,000 Gangwars far the avowcW 'ilurpasli of rescuing 
two principal state prisoners (rom their confinement 
wiijl the Nabob.; and it is universally believed to malce 
an attempt UPOD the Tre.!.sur)" for wbich he had 
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fixed the .day of the Dussar.lh, but was most .ha~pilY 
detected, seJ:ted only a day before by the vigilance of 
the Cutwal, and the fact proved by papers found in 
,his house'; unless spirits of this sort be controuled, 
the worst of consequences may be expected from the 
neglect, should, .... hich God avert, any fresh oppor
tunities occur, 

I have the honour to be, with respect, Sir, 

Your most "bedient 

Humble ser\'<r.nt 

(Copy) NATH. MlDDLETOI->. 

A true copy, signed E, Hay, Sub,Secretary to the 
Honourable Governor-General and Council. 

Minute of Messrs. WIlELEk and MACPHERSON, 

The Boar~ having already passed their opinion in 
term s of the fullest approbation upon the Governor
General's conduct, and management, in the suppres
Sld'n df the rehellion of Cheit Sing, and the regulation 
of the Provirtce and City of Henares, they think it 
unnecessary to repeat their opinion of those measures, 

They cannot, at.the same time, but remar k, that 
the explanations·.: wh ich the GOV! ((lOr· General bas 
given in some parts of his proceedillgs, during llis 
first di,cussiora With 'beit Sing, and subsequent to tbe 
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convulsion, are ratber an O~Q avowal of thF motives 
that a~tuated his mind, than the guard~d: representa
tions of a public officer, statinlr to his employers the 
measures which an extraordinary situatiuo4 )nAlienced. 
dictated, and justified. 

To a liberal and candid tribunai. such was the 
natural and certainly the wisest appeal. The genero
sity .and justice of a British tribunal looks more to the 
real motives and zt:al of the ir ageat, than to the' 
preconcerted artifice of his conduct, or the legal dis
criminations of his defence. ..yen where a public 
measure is unsuccessful , the responsibility risqued by 
the agent, if risked upon public principles , is frequent
ly his justincation, and, io many cases, enmles him 
to applause. 

J n these distant dominions, if tnt! ruling servants 01 
.the State attend more to those rules and forms which 
protect iro;n responSibility, than to an ardent pursuit 
of the public interest un der every private risk. lhe 
hands of a.dministration may secure- them sel ves <Lgainst 
condemnation, even though tbe country silould be lost 
througb their misman«gement. 

It was not by avoiding penonal res po,?sibility, that 
the ~ervants of the public established the British in
fluence in Asia, nor is it by such cold precautions that 
our power is to be mainti!.ined, especially at all bbu r 
of general hostility II.gll.inst us. The Board are led 
into these observilt; ons, from ilO ingenuous considera
tion of the difficulties in which ~e Goveruor-General 
found bimself invol ved at Benares. a'ud a conviction of 
thf motives unller which he acted. The first were; sur
mounted with abilIty and fortitud.c; tbc latter they 
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most sif']J:erely ~lieve do him real honour. Easy' 
wo.u1d be the task to approve the sllppression' o( the 
rebellion, a.od to staod 'di'lccnnected with aoy responsi
bility; byJ'!stifyiog those acts wbich certainly preci
pitated tbe storm from the c1cud io which it had 
gathered. Acts, which jud~es at a dist~ce, judges un
oJ:lpressed with the natural embarrassments of this 
Government, may with great spec iousness of argument 
condemn. But the lloard wish not, they cannot permit 
themselves to proceed so di'lingennously or !;!uardedly. 
They are at the same,time aware that in a rigid investi
gati~n of the whol!"; of this business, tbe following ques
tions wi;1 be asked ; 

1St. Where were the Governor-General's particnlar 
instructioM for ~uch extraordinary demands upon 
Cheit Sing? 

2d. Why was that Chief put in arrest, wben he 
oRered to make every concession? 

3d1y. Whether there was [Jot a compact between 
him and the Company which spe1..ifie(i that be was 
only to pay them Ol certain a(lCual tribute? 

Subsequent to the massacre of our troops, and the 
eveIlts tbat followed, no qut:stions wiH be asked.-In 
alfswet to tbe first questioo, tbe BOiLrd think the 
Governor-General was luUy autborized by the general 
tenor of his instructions, 

The Governor-GtmeJal baviog a deciding VQte, could 
bave written out and approved roore particular instruc_ 
tions. Tbere was a delicacy III the mocie be preferred, . . 
aad it composed a greater responsibility. 
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In regard to the ;econd question, it 'is cviQcnt from 
Cheit Sing's answers, and preparations, an,d tbe whole 
tenor of his conduct before. and at ti).e time, tha.t no'th. 
ing bot arrest could have convinced 'bim orJhe Gover. , 
nor-General's determination. 

That the arrest was not intended to proceed further 
than the payment of a proper fine to the Company, who 
stood in the place of his sovereign and benefactor, is 
evinced by the Governor-General's answer to Cheit 
Sing after his confinement. 

Had a tutal revolution in tbe .'ldministration of the 
Zem~Jary been intended, the arrest must have been 
aR.:cted with more force il:ld greater marks of severity. 

That the officers who went to execute this service, 
were convinced that no measure of determilled severity 
was intended against Cheit Sing, al-'pears from tha; un
(ortunate want of precaution which cost them aDd their 
followers their lives. 

The third question involves milch argument, yei is 
fully answered by that part of the Governor·General's 
narrative,which discusses the Sunnud,under which Cheit 
Shg ruled the province, and which was 50 liberally 
granted by the Company. Tbe correspondence with the 
Indian Shtes, shews dearly their ideas of the rights of 
Zemidars, and R.ljahs protecled in their Zemidaries 
by superior power. Had Cheit Sing been an Ally a'nd 
a Sovereign Princc, who paid only a fixed subsidy, his 
military preparations and his incidious conduct 
under pretences of poverty, in' dlsappc-,inting the ex
pectations of the Government (or the army under Major 
C,mac justified, togetber with. his correspondence with 
OUt enemies, the severest exactjo~ of aid to assist 
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the Comp!oy in their distresses, and to atone for,his in · 
gratitude an~ treachery to a p:-.wer who protected him, 
and to whom he owed his situation. 

Tne G.:1ternor·Geiler~l del.vcrs in the following 
• • 
Minute, in ccnsequer.ce of that .)f the BoarJ, ~ntered 011 

the proceedings of the 14th ult, 
The Goverllor.General ack ',,)wl~dges his obligations 

to 't!1e Board, for this repea!ed instance of the Jiberal 
·manner in which ~ht:y have been p: !d.sed to record his 
judgment on his conduct. I-I;:,d i! beeD expressed in 
the simple terms of <) fijci:> I ?:;?rc'.la:; ~, IJ, he sh ) ul:l have 
been· pleiiSc.d ?nd satisfi~d th,, : it ilq,d receive d so 
respectable a sanCl;uri; but by ~rac;ng the sources of 
it in the motives which he has avowed, by !h:ir exam;n·
ati '-,n of thc:;e mot;ves with their relative facts and . 
circumstances; a"do by the doub~s which they have 
anticipdled and solved on the prop:ie~y of such parts or 
his conduct as might most obviously su~~est the m, 
they have justified their cwn, a~proved . and entitled 
him to expect the same favourable sentiments in their 
common opinion. 

Copy of a letter from Mr. F. Balfour, Surgeon, in the 
Company's service. 

T~ th~ H onourable WARREN HASTINGS, E s(! ., 

Governor-General, &c. 

SIR, 

°Ludmo'W, A .. ps! 28, 1781. 

·About the month of November last, J commun IC!"t. 
ed to Mr. Markham the substance of ;I, cOl1vcrsatioft· 
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Said to have passed betweeo Rajah Cheit Sing and 
Saadit Alii, and which was reported "'::0 me py. a person 
on whom I had some confidence. The moae of cotn~ 
municating this intelligence to you, [ left ~ntirely to 
Mr. Markham. 

In this cODversation, which was private, the Rajah 
and Saarlat Alii, were said to have talked of Hyder 
Ally's victory over Colonel Bailie's detachment, 
to have agreed, that they ought to seize this oppar· 
tuoity of consulting their own interest~, and to have 
determined to watch the succe~s of Hyder's arms. 

" ~ome days after th;5 cor.ver!lation was s",id to r.ave 
happened, 1 was informed by the same person, that 
tjle Rajah had received a message from one of the 
Begums at Fyzabad, ( I think it was from Shujah ul 
;oowlah's widow) advising him not to comply with the 
demands of Government, and encouraging him to 
expect support in case of his resisting. Thi~ also I 
believe I communicated to Mr. Markham; but not heing 
perfectly certain, I now think it my duty to removt' the 

. possibility of your remaining unacquainted with a 
circumstance which may not be unconnected with 
the present conduct of the Rajab. 

With great re~pect, Sir, 

Your obliged and obedient ser..-ant, 

(Signed) FRANCIS BALFOUR. 
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LtST OF PAPERS. 

No. 1. EXTRACT of the proc~edings of the Governor_ 
General and Council in their Secret eepartment. 
Fort William, the 16th Au~u<:t 1775. Present, the 
Governot-Generai, General Clavering, Colonel Mon
son, Mr. Barwell, and Mr. Francis. First appoint. 
ment of Mr. Francis Fowke to Renate!. 

No, I I. Copy of the loth paragraph of a letter from 
the Governor Gener:d and Council in Bengal, in 
-their Secret Department, to the Court of Directors 
of the East India Company, dated 11th September 
-177 S. Notification of the appointment of Mr. Francis 
Fowke to Benares. 

No. III. Extract of Bengal Secret Consultations, the 2d 
.December 1776. Present, the Governor-General, 
General Clavt:ring, Mr. Harwell, and Mr. Franci •. 
Recall of Mr. Francis Fowke from Benares. 

No. IV. Extract of a i:.tt,r (rom General Clavering to 
the Court o( Directot!l, dated 5th December 1776. 
On the removal of Mr. BriJtow from (jude, and ltJr. 
Fraocil Fowke {rom Benarc~s. • 

• 
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No. Vt Copy of the 6th paragra?h of the General 
~tter from Bengal, ( secret department,)- dated 22d 
December 1776. NotiScation of t.he ~eca1i of 'Mr. 
Francis Fowke from Benates. 

No. VI. Extract of Bengal Secret Cvnsultatiotls, the 23d 
December 1776. Present, the Governor-General, 
General Clavering, Mr. Barwell, and Mr. Francis. 
Appointment of Mr. Thomas Graham to be Resident 
at Benares, and Mr. D. O. Barwell his Assistant. 

No. VII. Cop)" of the 11th paragra;>h of the general 
Jetter from Bengal ( Secret ~epartment) dated 6th 
January 1777, notification of the appointmertt of 
Messrs. T. Graham ar.d D. O. BarweJi as resident 
and A.stant at Benate!>. 

No. Vill. Copy of 65th, 66th, and 97th paragraphs 
of the Company's general let~r to Bengal, dated 
30th January I77S, reprehending that G(.'\'Crnment 
(or the recall of Mr. Francis Fowke from Benarc!J, 
and their subsequen t appointment of Mc<;<;r·s. T. 
Graham and D. O. Harwell to that Residency, and 
directing the immediate reinstatement of tbe former 
as Resident and .Postmaster there. 

No. IX. Extract of Bengal Public Consultations, the 
20th July InS. Present, the Governor·General, 
and Messrs, Barwell, Francis, aod Wheler. Reso
lution to suspend the execution of the Company's 
orders with respect to Mr. Francis Fowke . 

. No. X. Copy of a letter from Mr. Francis Fowke to 
the Secretary of the S uperior Counc.il in Bengal, 
dllt~d 21St July 1778, request;,,/{ tl) know if any and 
wh~t proceedings had passed .. wi~b respect to. his 
reiostatem'eot at BeDa,~. 
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No. XI. Copy of a'ietter from the Secretary of thQ Su
perior C'tyqncil in Bengal to Mr. Francis Fo\vke, 
dated 29th july 1778, endo~ing, by order, c~py 01 
the resol u!jpn of the 20th. 

No. XII. Copy of a letter from Mr. Francis Fowke 
to the Goveraor-General and Council in Bengal, 
dated 12th August 1778, requesting to br: informed 
jf any accusation had been made against him, other
wise trusting that the Company's orders coceming 
him would be carried ill to cxecutiop.. 

No. XlII. Copy of the 25th paragraph of the general 
letlller fr(lm Bcngal, (Public De partment,) dated 
17th August 17i'l3, notifying the suspension of 
tht: Company's orders with resp~ ct to Mr. Francis 
Fowke. 

No. XIV. Extract ~f Bengal Public Consultation!>, 
the 7th September 1778. Pre~t nt , the Gov:-rnor
Get\cral, and Me5srs. Barwell , F"lUcis, and. Wheler. 
A molion to inform Mr. Francis Fuwke that the 
board bad 00 reason to be dissati·sfied with his con
duct, and that no charge had been preferred aga:ost 
him. negatived by the previous que·slivn. 

No. XV. Extract of Bengal Public Consultation.'l, th ~ 

1st of April 1779. Present. the Governor-Genera!, 
Mdssrs . .6arwell, Francis, and Wheier, and Sir Eyre 
Cpot~ Proceeding~ on a motion for reinstating Mr. 
Francis Fowke at Benares, agreeably to the Com
pany's orders. 

No. XVI. Extract of Bengal Public Consultation'>, the 
Sth Aptil 1779. h;'sent. the Governor-General. 
Messrs. Harwell, Francis, and Wheler, and Sir Ey re 
Coote. Continuation of pc-oceedings "0 the moti c li 
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of the ut instant concerning Mr. Francis Powk~ 
The motion negatived. 

No. XVII. Copy of the Jo2th paragnph of the general 
letter from Bengal, dated 22d April 1'1)9, notifying 
that a motioo in Council (or r~instating 'Mr. Francis 
Fowke at Benares had ~en nelJatived. 

No. XVIII. Copy oftbe 4th paragraph of the Com
pany's general letter to Bengal, dated 14:th May 
1779. deferring, till rcaeipt of the Bengal consulta
tioos, a decision on th e suspensbn of their positive 
and peremptory orders relative to. Mr. Francis 
Fowke. 

No. XIX. Copy of the 40th paFagraph of the Com
pany's gene,al letter to Bengal, rlated 27th May 
1779, strol1gly reprehending the disobedience to their 
comm~nds relative to Mr, Fra\"LCis Fowke, and again 
directing that they be carried into immediate execu· 
tion .. 

No. XX. Extra.ct of Bengal Public Consultations, the 
17th Febrt~ary 1780. Present, the Governor·General~ 
and Messrs. Francis and Wheier, (M r. Barwell in· 
disposed ). Reinstatement of Mr. Francis Fowke a~ 

Benares~ 

No. XXI. Copy or the 46th paragraph of tbe general 
letter from Bengal, dated 3d March 1780, no~ifying 
the reinstatement of Mr. Francis Fowke at I;Ien~res. 

No. XXII. Copy of an adcress to the Court of Directors 
from Lieutenant-Colonel \Villsh, dated 2d January 
I782, represen ting the removal of his nephew Mr. 
Francis Fowke from the 'R.~$idency of Senares, anq 
praying that redress may be granted to hiW by 
the ships"uader dispatcb, 
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No. x"riJ. Extract of a general letter from Bengal, 
dated 3d"Fe':nlary 1781, received 4th January i;82, 
notifying the' recall of Mr, Francis Powke from 
Benares, a . .t the appointment of Mr. ~tarkhaal in 
his room i also Mr. Fowkeis Dominatit)Q to be 
Agent for die provision df boats to the army after 
the expiration of the present cdntract. 

No. XX [V. Copy of an Address to the Court of Direc
tors from Lieutent.Coloriel Jobn Walsb, dated 23d 
January i782, repeating his request for redress to be 
grantl!d to Mr. Francis F'owke by the dIspatches to 

• 
B~ogal then about to bi: closed. 

No. xxv; Copy of a letter from the Secretary of the 
Court of Directors to Lieutenant-Colonel john 
Walsh. dated 29th January 1782, Informing him 
tbat bis addresses gf the:id and 23d instant were 
referted to the Committee of Corre!lpondence, who 
had not yet come to any determination thereon. 

No. XXVI. Copy of the 46th paragraph of tbe general 
letter from Bengal ( Secret Department) dated the 
~7tb April 178t , received 5th February 1782, notify~ 
iog again the recall of Mr. Frands Fowke from 
Benates, and appointment of him to be Agent for the 
provision of boats to the army after the expiration 
of the pteseot contract, also Mr. William Markham's 

. appoinJment to that Re!lIdency. 
No. 'XXVIt Extract of Ben~al Secret Consultations, 

the 14th January 1781. Preseot, the Gov~rnor·Ge
ncral and Mr. Wbeler. Recall of Mr. Francis Fowke 
frOID Senares and ~pPointment of Mr. William Mar
kham in his roomj with Mr. Benn assistant. Ap
pointment of Me Francis Fawld to bet alent for 
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rroviding' boats for ·the army ... Her the ~xpil"ation of 
Colonel Morgan's contract, with 'a commi!l!lion of 15 
p~r cent. 011 his expetl ditures, and permission to' draw 
for hi~ pre~ent salary of 1,000 Rupees"'per month to 
the time he enters on the agency and three months 
afrer. 

[ N. B. As the records of Co unci! for January 1781" 
have not yet been received by the Court of Directcirs, 
the extrac t No. XXVII. has been furnished by favour 
of Major J ohl1 Scott, Agent (.)t the GO\lernor-Genera! 
in political concerns.] 
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No. l. 

Extract of the Proceedt'ugs 0/ the Goverltor
.J:Jenc,'al and 'council, in their Sco'd De
partment, For! William, the I 6tlt August, 
I77S. Present, the Govcrnor- General, f;c-. 
11eral Clavcring, Colonel M onso1l, Mr. 
Ba"well, amI-Mr. Francis. 

GElIERAL. Clavering moves, that a Company's 
sen'ant be sen t up to Benares, to carry with him the 
-Sunnuds of investiture to the R4ja from the Company, 
and to .inform himsel f of the nature of the mint, the 
species of rupees that arc coined in it, how l{lUeh the 
_person who farmed it paid to the Soubah of Oude, or to 
.bis ministers, in presents: as likewise with the nature of 
the <":utwally, and what the advantages or it were to the 
:person who farmed it ; in order to make such a settle
m ent with the Raja as may be equally ad vantageou! to 
.him and the Company, 

Mr. Francis agrefAI til the motion. 
Mr, Barwell. 1 iooked upon the motion to be carried 

py tbe las~ Je50iLl~ion of the board, andJ:hat tbe c:boj~e 
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• or a persOD remaius onl), to be detcrmbed. The Com ... 
paay, <in the extra charges to which they bave" alrcady 
been put, may have acoasio.n to .camplail) ; and as eco
nomy, and dispatch may be equally proq'pted, I bee 
leave to mention Colonel Main, the officer cor.lmaading. 
at Chunar, as the most eligible person: little ('Ir DO' 

charges will be iocurred by his just moving froID' 
Cbuoal to Benates; and, besides, he is tbe her:
qualified, from his local knowledge. 

Colonel MODson agrees to the motioo of Genet" 
Clavering. 

The Governor-General objects"to tbis motlon . . 
Resolved, a covenanted servant be appointed to g'O' 

to Benares, to take the Sunnud! of investiture to the' 
Rajah. &:c. also to make the i nvcstigatioDS ncce5!1ary to
enable the board to come to a final settlement with the' 
Rajah for that Zemindary. 

General Clavering moves, that Mr. Francis Fowke 
be appointed to execute this service; a young man ex
ceeding well qualified, from his knoweJedge in the Per
sian tongue, and his unexceptionable good character. 

Mr. Francis. I believe Mr. Fran cis Fowke to be per
fectly qualified for the service proposed; and I agreo to 
tbe motion. 

Mr. Barwell. Tbe unhappy differences that have
prevailed at the board, the particular part which Mr. 
Josepb Fowke has acted !oince tbe commencement 'of the 
new goveroment, the particLllar predTcament in which 
be stands at present, [ am sorry to observe, makes Mr. 
Francis Fowke, his son, the mos'~ ilnpropcr nomilUltioQ 
tor a commission of this kind that could have been 
th~ugbt of nor .can ( concc:ive wby it should ha'tC bcCQ 
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thought' 01, unle!;S (Ot the express purpose of lowermg 
the Go ... etD·or~General in the eyes of the Raja of He'Dares, 
as well as Of all fndia . by tJte selection of this gentle
man. } bav,nO' other objection to Mr. Francis Fowkc; 
Was it in-my power I would nrve him, but not at the 
expense, or in degradation of the first character of the 
state. I therefote wish that Mr. Frands Fowke's Domi· 
nation may not be carried. 

Colonel' Monson. I do n'ot comprehcoo Mr. Bar·' 

well's chain of reasoning, that the ern!Jloying an unell· 
ceptionabJe Company's servant can be any degradation 
to tbe. Governor-Gcnerll's consequence or honour, or 
lo ..... er his dignity in the eyes of the public: llad' Mr. 
Francis Fawrte been an exceptionable character, there' 
might have been some degree of justn~'s in Mr. Bar~· 

well's observation; but, as Mr. BarweU himself de· 
clales he wishes· to s~ve him, I do Dot comprehel.d why 
he will Dot on this occasion testify to Mr. Fowke this· 
inclination. I believe Mr. Fowke to be qualified for 
this appointment,. and therefore approve ot the nomi ... 
nation. 

General Clavering iit far his own Domhiatinn.· 
The Governor·General. I am not surpri zed at the· 

motion now before the board: 1 expected it dot the time· 
in which it was resoived, in contradiction to the· former 
opinion 9t the board, to permit Mr. Joseph Fowke to re ... 
turn·to Benates. } consider the present appointment as· 
the appointment, not of Mr. Francis Fowke, but of Mr~· 

Josepb Fowke, whose inBu-eoce over his iton will reduce
the authority of the I,tt.:r to a mere shadow; I therefore· 
disapprove of the motion; I pru1en against it. 

ACreed, ,bat Mr. }<~ra.nci5 Vow~. M "appointed $0-
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proceed to Benates', foc .tM purptl~s already' recoil{ • 
.cd 011; 

Ordered, that instructipns lle prepared ' (or him' at. 

&OJdiagly, witb a letter or credence to Raja-Cbeyt Sing. 

No. II. 

.ExtYact of a Letter from the Governoy· General 
and Council in Bengal, in thdY Secret De. 
pat'tmcJlt, to the Court of Directors oj the 
East India CompallY, dated IItA Septem. 
ber, I77S, 

Par, lO, In OUf' letter of the 3rd August, of which 
you will receive a duplicate by this sh.ip, you are advis
ed of the acquisition of the territoriei of Raja Cheyt 
Sing to the Company, and of the steps which we had 
then taken towards settling with him for that Zemin. 
dary, On the 16th of that month we again took 
this subject into consideration, and called the Vakeel 
before us, who had received an an~wer (rom his master 
to our first offer; but Dot being able to ascertain (rom 
him the fineness and quantity of the silver oj the t;our· 
sbay rupees, in which CO\ll the tribute from the Rajah is 
to be paid, nor the exact amount which the late farmers 
of the Mint and Cutwally at Benares, ilnd the Cutwllily 
at jUionpore, had paid "allllulllly to 'he Nabob and his 
.officers for the e-rant of those articles, we judged it 

" *Ccssary to ippoiQt a penon to P19CCed t~ Benares, to 
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make sundr" local investigations tnto these lind ' oth~r . . . 
points, to ~nable us to come to a final adjustment with 
the Raja.; and we accordingly appointed Mr. Francis: 
Fowke. _ iin the mean time, we agreed that the Ra~a 
should continue to pay at BenaTes the exact ium, a.nd 
in the same species of rupees, as he had paid to the , 
late and present Nab·)bs of Oude, that is say, 2) ,72,65612 
GouTshay rupees, exclusive of the Mint, Cutwally, and 

and other articles, which the Nabob held io his own 
Jight:. 

NO. III. 

Exlract 0/ BcnJ:al Secret Consultations, the :!11d 
December, I776. Present, tlze. Govert/or. 
Generall Gweral Clavering-, Mr. Barwell, 
and jUt'. Fmncis. 

The Governor-General <l\so mo .... es, that Mr. Francia 
Fowke be recalled from Benares, and his commission 
Q!'lnu\led ; the express: purposes thereof having been 
accomplished. 

Mr. Francis. I need not bring my opinion in writ· 
inr upon either of these motions. To the first I make 
no objection; but as to the recail of Mr. Francis Fowke: 
I know no motive fpr it; on the contrary, I am satisfied 
that his presence' at Benares hall been of signal use in 
preventing t~e delays of the remittance of the tribuJe : 
J"Od to iJJY kno"Jedge h~ ha$ 490e noi.b~n; to jOe _; tbo 
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his recail. 

Mr. Barwell; The express purposes -to whieh Mr. 
Fo,,"ke was first appointed; were, the investi.:"ure of the 
Raja; and the setting a mode for tbe remittance of bis 
tribute : his commission ceased the instant the object of it 
was accomplished, and Mr; Fo\vke ought then to have 
been remanded to Calcutta; he holds no appoiatment>; 
Ilnd therefore it cannot properly be styled a removal; 
i assent therefore to Mr. Fowke's being called to tbe 
presidency. 

General Clavering. In regard to the f'ecaU of l.ir. 
Fowke, and tbe annulling of his office, I can Dot help' 
c(losidering it as a vindictive measure, coucbed uoder 
the appearance of public servic'c, and thetefare dineof 
to the motion. 

Governor·General, T agree to tbe motion. 
Resolved; that the motion proposed by the Gover

nor-General be crrtied in the affirmative. 
The foHowiog letter is accordingly written to Mr. 

Fowke. 
To Mr. Francis Fowke; 

Sir, 
The objects proposctd by your appointment, 

to proceed to Benares, be'ing 00\9 accomplished, w~ 
have thought it necessary to annul the Commi~sic..n. 

which was gi ven you for ttiat purpose: we therefore 
direct that yOLl return to this presidency immediatly 
00 rOeilipt bereof. 

'We are, &:c 
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No. IV, 

E.x,t,'act q( a letter from General Claverzng ta 
the r:ourt of Dz'rectors, dated sth Decem
ber, I776, 

The restraint that I had laid on my!!e!! not to in. 
fringe further on the rules of the service than was 
ne.cessary, for tht: explan.tion of my conduct in the 
part I am obliged to take, gives way again to the obli
gatjpn I feel myself u"nder, in the stri.t:t discharge of my 
duty. to acquaint you with some of the last tn.w~action!l. 
of the Council after the deputure of the N..s~au , at 
their being underta~en preci!!ely at that juncture seerq 
calculated to conceal, as long as possible, the informa. 
tion of them from your notice. 

The ijrst subject is, the removal of Mr. Bristow from 
the post of Resident with the Vizier, and the reap_ 
pointm~nt of Mr. Middleton, The next is the recall 
of Mr. francis Fowke from Benares. 

Having annexed the entire consultation on both 
subjects, I will forQear to make any reRections on ~Ile 

proceedings leaving it to your honourable board td 
decide, how far tbe good of your service bas been con_ 
sulted in removing two gentlemen, who have each 
distinguished themselves; the: first, in obtaining for tl'le 
(:q,mpany an adQition of tbirty lacks ~ year to 
their former revenue; and the second, in rc-establishine: 
hse coina.ge of Ben,re'S, tty meaos of whicb they exact 
'P.1lount of the supsidy is il.certained, and then fixing 
f,)le rate of the relQittance oc tbe [Qost advantag;C1\I. 
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terms to the Company . . As to Mr. MiddlClfon's teappo-
intment, you youf!lelves, gentlemen, as well 2.5 the pro· 
prietors, are too much interested in the sllpport of your 
own dignity, and too sensibly wounded :n the .step 
taken to reUore him to an office from which be had 
been dismi!lsed after the solemn condemnation which 
YOIl had given on his conduct lor not submitting his 
correspondenct' to the Su preme Council, (Jr me to men
tion and lay a stre~s on the little regard the ch ief of 
a Couocil shews to the honour of a Government over 
which he presides, to recummend a sen~nt to fill any 
post till he has made the satisfaction required of I.im. 
not only to the Government ill which he serves, but to 
his masters and superiors, un whom he uitiqaaH::ly 
depends. 

No, V. 

Extl'act 0/ tlte Seeret Gtneml Letter fron' 
Bengal, duted 22Jld December, I776. 

Par, 6. The purposes for which Mr, . Francis Fowke 
was appointed to proceed to Raja Cheyt Sing, a~ Ben

ares, bein~ now fully acc()mpli~hed, we have annulled hil 
commission, and ordered him to return to the pre~i. 
dcncy, 
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No, VI. 

Extract oj. BCIlgal Secret COllSu/I(III(ms,' Iltc 
2Jd --neccmbcr, 1776. PI'cscnl, tftc Govu· 
nor· Gelleral, General Clavcnilg, jyIr. Bal'. 

'Well, and Mr. Francis. 

The Governor-General moves, that a civil servant 
of the Compilm' be ilppninted to reside ilt BenaTf'S 
on the pilrt of this qovernment, for the purpose of 
trilnsl!I:cting any occasional business which may 'Irise be· 
tween this Government and the Raja of Renares; and 
that Mr. Thoma,.; Graham may be nominated to this 
office, and !\-Ir. Daniel Barwell to be his a~sistant. 

Mr. Francis, 1f ..,civil servant was nec~~,.;ary for the 
purpose described in the motion, I conceiv~ that Mr, 
Francis Fowke was perfectly well qualified for that office. 
I have no objection, however, to either of the gentlemen 
rec.ommended by the Governor·General, 

Mr. Barwell "grees to the motion. 
General Clavering. I object to it, and leave the re

sponsibility of the measure with the Governor-Gelleral, 
who must answer for it, 

Resolved, that a civil servant of the Compan}' be 3p-
poi'lted to reside at Benare~ , on the part of this Govern
ment, for the pu rpose of tran sacting any occasirma! bllSi~ 
ness. which may arise between thi5 Government and the 
Raja of Benares, 

Agreed, that M", Thoma~ Graham be nominated to 
this office; and that Mr, D"niei Barwdl,be appointed. 
his assistant, 
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No. VB. 

Extract of the Secret General .Eetter from 
)3engal, 6th January , I777. 

Par. I t. We have tl1 0ugbt ic proper to appoint a 
Company's servant to reside at nenares, (or ~he 

purpose of transacting any occasional business, that. 
may arise l>etween this Goveroment and Raja Cheyt 
Sing. This appointment has beep given to Mr. Thom::l.!O 
Graham, and Mr. D. O. Barwell bas been Dominated 
bis assistant. 

--. 

No. VJII. 

E -..:tract 0/ tile Company's General Letter to 
Bengal, dated 30tlt fanuarYl I778. 

Par. 65. 10 your secret letter of the 19th o(December, 
1776, you inform us, that the purposes (or which Mr. 
Franci s Fowke was appointed to proceed to Senates 
being fuJly accomplished, you had annulled his com· 
mission, and ordered him to the Presidency ~ but it 
appeaJs by your letter of the 6tb o( January, 1777. that 
in less than twenty days you thought proper to appoint 
M.r. Thomas Graham to reside at Benarei, and Mr. DiI.· 
~iel Octav.us Harwell to be his a!l~ist.nt. 

Par. 66. If it were possible to suppose that a saving 
fa t.he Campauy had been your motive for annulling 
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Mr. Fo';ke's commission, we should 'have approved your 
p1'ocecdings ~ but when we find two persons appOinted 
immediately :i(u:rwards, with ,two salaries, to execute an 
office which.Jtad been filled with reputation by Mr. 
Fowke atorTe, and that Mr. Graham enj oys all the emo
luments annexed to the office of Mr. F owke, we must 
be of opin ion, that Mr. Fowke was removed without 
just cause, to make room for Mr. Graham; and that the 
fddition of Mr. BarwelJ's salary is a clear loss of three 
hundred ru pees per m.Jnth to the Company. 

Par. 67. As it was not pretended that Mr. F owke', • condut:t had been exceptionable, as be had executed with 
the greatest punctuil.lity and eXil.ctn~ss the like office to 
which you have how il.ppointed Mr. Graham ; and as 
the dissent of Mr. Francis, and the prOlest of General 
Clavering, on the Q,Ccasion, had no effect, we think it 
proper to intede re; and therefore direct, t:Jat Mr. 
Francis Fowke b~ immediately reinstated in hi's offi ce of 
Resident and Postma.ster at Senares; we however think 
proper to declare, that though we mean by this order 
to do an act of public ju!ttice, we by no means intend it 
as a mark of disapprobation 01 the cundllct of Mr. Gra· 
ham, whom we believe to be a very deserving St:CVJQt 

of the Company. 

h 
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Ext;'~ct 0/ Bengal PubIi~ C"n$ultatt~fI1s, lhll 20tk 
luly, In8. Present, the Governor- G~1~eral) 
and Messrs. Barwell, FranCis, and Whel~r. 

Read the general letter, dated 30th January las.r. 
received from the Han. tbe Co.urt of Directors by th~ 
Grosvenor ami Ost(!dy. 

Par. 65,66, and 67. Governor-General. I must re
quest that the Board will suspena the execution oi. this 
order. The spirit and intention of it is .evident, and' 

. publicly known I?~t~ i[~ England and here . . With 
these considerations in view, my consen t to the reeall 
of Mr. Graham would be adequate to my own . res'ig-
nation oj the service, t:ecause it ~;ould infhCJ: such a 

wound in'my authvrity and infiu(!nce, that I could oot 
maintain it. In the cvur~e of a ft:w days we Illay ex
pect to hear of the re~olutioos whicb have ' been taken 
by our superiors, and of the appointments whiclf ha .. "~ 
been made to fill the vacancy occasioned in this govern
ment, by Ule d(! .. th of the late Sir John Clavering. 
These will be likewise decisive of Illy owo situati bn "in 
the service. 1 Lie.ed not say more to urge the propriety 
of mspcmding the execution of thi~' order of the Court 
of Director~. Mr. Thompson, in his letter· fro~ Ma;seil
ies, dated the ll::ith of Ap ril, mentions that a pack"e:t, 
containing the t:ews of the General's death, had ' been . 
di!patchcd to Lond~nfrt)ln that'port;-from his ~aj~l}'S 
agent there, !cvcn days before, and it is . probable that 
·tb~ SwaJlow ~carricd ,tM. ~nt~Jljgehce earlier. . We' Dl!lY 
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therefore e"pect, that \he Caranja, which was to ~part 
fr0lIl; Suc~' iiDtocdiately on receipt of th~ confirmation . 
of tbe war, will tiring us tbosc·decisive orders whfcb I 
I,ook for; ar;wr-these may 3uive to.mllrro~, or in the" 
coursO'of a very few days. 

Mr. Funds. The Court of Directors order Mr. 
F.ra~cis Fowke to be im,nediattly reinstated in his offic~. 
To suspend the execution of such an order is to d isobey 
~. In anotbe<part of the same le tter (,Par. 4 ' ) they 
say," We can on no account permit our orders to be 
"disobeyed, and our _authority disregarded." When 
the CJmpany's orders to me are clear and positive, I (In 

riot deem myself at libt:rty to withha!.d my oLedience to 
them on any consideration whatever ; unlt~s a new si· 
tuation of affairs unknown to, and Illlfon-:.een b)', the 
Court of Directors, s""ould make it imprac til":itble or dan
'gerous to carry them iota execution: I ~m. theretor,; 
against the motion. 

Mr. Whder. I am of opin ion thflt the order should 
be immediately carried into exeClltion. 

Mr. Barwell. While Mr. Hastinc-s is in the guverJ,
ment, the respect and dignity of his staTion ~hould be 
supported. In these sentimen t~ I mu st declille an ac.
qu iescence in any order which has a temlcnc)' to brin ~! 

.the g?vernment into disrepule; as the Company han: 
the meil:l1s and the power of forming their own admI
nistration in India, they may at their pleasure pla(.e 
who~ they please at the head. But, in my opinIOn. 
they are not authorizeti t() treat a person in that post 
with indlgpity. 

Resolved, that the execution of this order · be S'Us\ 
pencied: . 
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M;r. Francis. r beg leave to · t:n~r my. diss~pt tq 
this resolution. 

No. X. 

Copy of a f..:ctter from hlr. Francis Fowke to th~ 

Secretary 0/ the Superz'or COUllctt in Bengal. 

To J. P. Auril)i, Esq.; Secretary to the Hall. the 
Superior Council. 

Sir, Calcutta, 21st July, 1778. 

My friends in England having transmitted to me a 
notifica.tio.n in form, which they have received, import
ing, that an order of the H onourable the C;::ourt of 
Directors, for my instant re.appointment to the vost 
of Resideot at Benares, was transmitted by the Grosve
nor, and a considerable time being now elapsed s ince 
the receipt of the packet, I humbly request of the Hon
ourable Board, that I may be informed of any resolu
tions which may have passed in consequence of the 
above order. and that I may be furnished with a '::0PY 
pf tqcir proceedings upon the subject. 

I am, Sir, 

your obedient bumble servant, 

f~ANCIS fOW KE;. 
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No. XI. 

copy of a~ltter from the Secrdary of the Supe
rior Council, in Eengal, to Mr. Francis 
Powke, 

To Mr. Francis Fowke. 
Sir; 

In consequence of your address to the Hon. the 
Goveroor·G~neral and .Council, requesting to be in
{ormeJ of any resolutions which may have passed 00 

tbe orders of the Court of Directors rf!specting you, and 
to be furnished with a copy of the proceedincs upon 
the subject, I am airected to transmit you the enclosed 
extract of the consulRtion, 20th instant. 

Council Chamber, 

the 29th July, 1778. } I am, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant; 

J. P. AURIOL. 

Extract of Consultation, 20th July, 1771\. 

Read the General Letter, dated the 30th January 
last, received from the Hon; the Court of Directors, by 
the Grosvenor and O sterly. 

:[far. 6'4. 65, 66, and 67. Resolved, that the execu' 
tion of this order be su~pended. 

A true extract, 
J. P. AURIOL, 

Secretary( 
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No, XII. 

Copy of a Lette,' from Mr. Francis Fowke to the 
GovenlOr- General and Council t'n Bengal: 

To the Hon. \Varren Hastir,g-s, Esq.; Governor-General, 
&c. Superior Council of Fc.rt William, 

H on, Sirs, 
I acknowled ge with great thankfulness your conde

scension, in conveyin g: to me, through Mr, Secretary 
Auriol, the resoluti on you have passed to suspend the 
~x~cution of the Compauy 's order, dated 30th January, 
1778, directinlZ, that" Mr. Francis FOVo'ke be imme
diately rein~.tatr.d in h i~ office of R~sident and Post
ma~ ter at nenares." By this indulg~nce I have an op
portunity afforded me of hum bl y rem onstrating 
against th'e se\'erity of your sentence, which is nearly 
equal to d ismission from th e service. 

An orde r of the Cou rt of Directors , made plObJic only 
a few days ago, po~iti,ely forbids any covenanted ser
vant to retu rn to E ngland, nnder any pretence of ob
taining redress the re for injuri es received here, witho .. t 
first making an <tppf':ai to them through the chann .. ! 
of the Pre~id~nt ami Cou ncil abroad. The existence of 
this order nt:ce~5aril}' su!-'poses that no covenan~ed ' ser
vant can be dj~mi~sed or susrended irom his offices ill 
India without some previous trial, at least some charge 
or some acclls,Hion to which he may bf. ~uffered to rt -. , 
ply. On any other su pposition Hie Court of Directors . 
can have no materials lying before thtm to conduct 
their judgment of his merits. I stand exactly in this 
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predicamt:nt, ana submit to your c'andou r to determint:o 

whether the~ase bt: not a hard one. I see a simjllt: re~ 
soCution which suspt:nds- me irom my offices, and am 
Jt:ft to guesloat the causes which inRuence it. In such ;!. 

situation T cannot be free from anxiety. Consciolls of 
my' own innocence and integrity, I wilt hope that 
your justice will relieve me. If there are any accu~a· 

tions laid against me, let my accusers stand forth; let 
me answer them face to face: I must believe there lITe 

some, because r am confident your ju9tice would not 
permit rot: to be condemned on 1I() ~rounds, however • you~jght. have mistaken th em. 

I am sensible that my si tuation obli~e~ me; to the mn~t 
perfect submission to ynu r ord ers; yet, as my o wn hl}
nour, and that of my family, will not allow me to sit 
silent under a di s~race, it was a duty incum b!'n t upon 
me to defend my reputation. In the offices I have 
filled , I have strictly adhered to my duty, ~nd can not 
charj:!e mysel f with having- ever been deficient ill re~ile~t 

to my sup ~rior s. The same conduct I shall ever oh· 
serve. If you find, on a candid examination, that th c 
merit I hy claim to is my due, I trust that y<,u r JI0n. 
Board will be pleased to carry into execution the IT \m. 
the Court of Directors order~, hr my immed iate re
appointment to the offices of President and Pvstmast~ r 
a/.: Bt;i1ares. 

I remain, with the greatt:st respect, 
H onourable Sir and Sirs, 

Your most faithful 

Calcutta, } 

'.l!th August, 1778. 

and most obedient servant, 

FRA,NCIS FOWK E . • 
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No. Xlli. 

Extract of Ihe General Letter from .lJengal, 
dated I7th August, In8. 

Par. :15. We have resolved to suspend the execu
tion of that part of your commands, dated 30t. 
January last, wbich relate to Mr. F ran cis Fowke. and 
must beg leave to refer you to our records for tbe mo
tives which swayed with us in this mslaDCC. 

No. XIV. 

Extract of Bengal Publt'c ConsultaHons, the 7tk 
September, I778. Present, the Governul
General, and Messrs. Barwell, Francfs, and 
Whete,.. 

Read a letter from Mr. Fowke. See No. Xlf. 
Mr. Francis. I move, that the Secretary may be 
directed to inform Mr. Francis Fowke, that the Board. 
have DO reason to be dissatisfied with any part of his
-conduct in the Company's service, and that no cbarr,e 
has been preferred against him to the B"ard. 

Mr. Wheler. 1 agree to the ~",tion. 
Mr. Barwell. The Board having already denied to 

Mr •• Fowke the ' satisfactiou be; required, by ordcrinli:: 
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simply th~ resolution of the Board to be futnished.by the 
Sec;retary, I 'move the previous que.!ltion, 

Mr. Wheler' and Mr.' Fraflcis against the motion., 
Gover~~;'Ge neral. I am for tht: previou<l questioD.

AU .applications :of this kind are irregular. The Board 
are not accountable to Mr. Fowke for their resolution 
re~pecting bim. The reasonl for suspending the execu
tion of tbe orders of the Court of Directors contain nO' 

·charge, nor the slightest imputation of a charge, ,agaiost 
Mr. Fowke; hut 1 see no reasoD,why thc· Board :.bould 
condescend to tell him.so. 

The prC'o'ious question being carried. 
Resolved, that Mr. Francis's questioo be not put, 

No, XV. 

E'(tract of BUl.fai Publz'c Consultations. the Ist 
April. I779, Present, the G01}ernor- General, 
Messrs. Barwell, Francz's, and lVheler" antI 
Sir Eyre Coote. 

Mr. Francis. 1 move, that the 65th, 66th, and 
67th paragraphs of the Company's gencral letter 
of the 30th January, 1778, and the proceedings of this 
Boafd of the 20th July, 1778. be now' read. 

Read the paragrapt6s tiS, 66, and 67 of the general 
.·Ietter, dated the 30tn January, 1778, aDd the proceed. 

ing5 of the 20th July, 1778. 
Mr. Fra.ncis. I move. that th. Company's ardent, 
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'tootained in the preceding paragraphs, be carried into 
exocution ; that Mr. ¥rancis Fowke be immed'iately re
instated in his office of Resident·and Postmaster at B'e
nares; and that Mr, Thomas Graham be or(~~t,~d to de_ 
liver over charge of those offices forthwith to Mr. 
Francis Fowke, 

Governor·General. I have expected this motion, 
Clod I expect many more uf a similar nature to be intro
duced by Mr, Francis, for the purpose of forcbg the 
ot'!w member o{ this governmer.t to decU.re himself a 
party in disputes in which he has no concern, and in 
which I will venture to express m'y belief that it j,. not 
bis wish to be involved. The order of the Company 
which has been read was addressed to this administr;a
tion before Sir Eyre Coote was a member of it. .It wall 
also read, ;"nd a resolution passed uoon it, before Sir 
Eyre Coote's appoi ntment. I presume, therefore, to say, 
that it is irre~ularly brought before the Bo;,rd at this 
time. FM thou!:'!'! his voice may be now reqllir~d, and 
may be !:: iven upon the motion, yet, as -it res [)ects the: 
act of a rormer administration, and an act already done, 
the responsibility of that act rests only with thuse who 
constitutionall y passed it, and ough t not to be thrown 
upon him, unle~~ he is desirous that it sh ould I)e revised, 
and tha.t he may participate in it. If our recordi are 
to unrlerg-o a new scrutiny, and every measure, wh'i5=h 
they contain to be examined by the scale of the Com, 
pany 's order~, or by the j udgm{'nt of the present admi
nistratio'1, the time of th e Board will not suffi ce e\len in 
a daily meeting of it, for so multipiiec!- a research, and for 
the debates which must necessarily accompany it. If 
UHs retrospect is not to affect all the resolutions and aU 
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the measures ;( the past government, on \> .. hat 'prine;" 
• • 

pie is a selection made of a qu~stion which has its basis 
in a party distinction,' and. is determinable only .by 
party pgn·l!'iples. The resoluti()n for suspending tbe 
execution of the Company's orders (,[1 the 20th IJ uly, 
I778, was notified to the Court of Directors in ou r dis'
patches by tbe Eagle packet, dated the J 7th August. 
·Their answer may be received, and ought to be expect
ed, before the period which the Act of Parliament has 
prescribed tor the d uration of this Government. To 
prevent their ordq s, by ali intermediate decision 
oc 'a point of silch magnitude referred to them, 
is neither, in my judgment, consistent with the 
respect which is due to their authority, nor with tbe 
actual state of this government, already oppressed with 
difficnlties which..demand the strenuous and united 
exertion of all its powers, and which it tends to throw 
into utter confusion; and for what! Let the person who 
made the motion say, what is the objl?ct of it. Is the 
reimtldcment, as it is caBed, of Mr. Francis Fowke to 
an office which he never held , of such wei~hty conse_ 
quence to the interests of the East India Company, and 
of the British nation in India, tha.t (fit thi.; the first cx~
cutive member of their first government must be treat
ed with insult, and either keep his seat, to be a partak. 
er of ,," scene of anarchy and confusion during the 
short but mome'1tous interval which remains of the 
p"wer which we unitedly hold, or leave it and a gov
ernment embarrass~ ~ith new :md perhaps greater 
distractions? 

I desire that tht' paragr"ilhs of the ~eneral leUrr and 
the extract of uur proceedings, which have been read, 
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may be entered after the first motion made by M:,. Frari~ 
cis. I most earnestly recomme:ld them to th e serious 
attention and reflectioh of tile other me~bt"rs ot" thi!l 
Board, and to those of the Commander·in C'h!.:f most 
especially. I hope that the dedsion in this question 
will not be precipitated; that the consequences of it may 
be weighed, be (are an act so critical and decisive: be' . 
irrevocably passed. r came unprepared for it, not ig. 
Dorant, indeed. th,at It would be brought on ~t an early 
time, for the publi c voice has loudly announced it ; but 
1 did not expect to be surprised wi~h it on a day, apd 
in a department, devoted to business, from which this 
is entirely foreign. 1 therefore hope and request that 
the other members will suspend their decision until tb_ 
Dext meeting 01 the Board In the general department. 

Mr. Prancis. The present ql1~stioil does not pro
perly lie between the Governor-General and mt'!, but 
between this Board and that authority which the legisla
ture has placed over us, The propriety of waiting (or 
further orders, when we have positive orders before US,· 

may at any time be pl eaded with ~qua! reason as at pre
sent and may a'il easi ly defeat any future orders, howevet 
peremptory, in confirmation of the past, as those which 
we have already received, The personal appeal made to 
Sir Eyre Coote obliges m~ to take thIs opportunity of 
assuring him, that I will never brinR: any question 01 
tbis nature forward, in which it will be possible for a 
member of this Hoard to take part against me, without 
at the same time taking part ag;:..in~t the Court of Di ... 
rectors, As for the rest, 1 shall content'myself with say_ 
ing,Jhat the Gov.o: rnor-General bas formed a very trro .. 
neous Judgment of my intentions. 
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If the public voice has already announced my desigon 
to introdut;.e the prf1:sent motion, it is a strong presump. 
tive proof of tl-je public exnectati on and, as I think, o( 
their jud~ent upon the resolutioo which I propose .. 
to have;: reversed. As for myself, I d~cJare upon my 
honour, and if there hethat man living who can contra. 
dict me let iJi m come forward, that I never did directly 
Or indirectly, or by the most distan t intimation, acquaint 
any per!>on, not a member of this Board, of my design to 
move the pre~en t '1ul:stinn. l\s the Gove;:rnor-Gen~ral 

expected it and as the <]lIc~tion itself is of a very 
plain and sin:ple nature, I think therl: is no ground for 
deferring the dt:c~sion of it. At all I:~'etlts, I have 
done my dllty aml shall give the Board rIO f~rth&r 

trouble. 
Si r Ey re Coote. HI·jng callt:d uppn b}' my King and 

• country to fill a ~v~t ill th i~ part vf the world of the 
highest ilnp"rtancc to tbe Statt:, it was with' the greatest 
diffidenc{' 1 u rhjt:rt'Jok th .. t service, well knowing tbe 
great d :f£ ·:ui tles I had to encounter from the unfortn
nate differeace.s wuicb had arisen among th e members 
of the Suprt!me CuUIlCl1. I thc:rdure dc:term ined Dot to 
take a part in t'H)~t: dlR'erences, it loein!;". in my. opinion 
the surest meth ut.l wat I could devise of putting an end 
to lQem-; and conceiving t hat any kino of retrospect 
wpuld'prove fat.d tv my wishes, was detc:rmined to pre
vent tbem as much as Jay ill my puwer, by bringing for· 
ward no matta, the dt:cision of which L was not il:p.me
dia"tely answeralore for tbe consequence!! of; payiQIl at 
the s~me time imfl/ici't obedience to the orders of the: 
~o.urt oC Directors, wbich I am determined to adhere to 

for -~r ,ine of conduct. J agree to suspt:nd tbe decision 
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o( the ql1estion till the next meeting of the Cq,uDcil io 
the general department. 

Mr. Wheler. It cannot <be c6nsidered'precipittlte In 
me to give an immediate opinion upon ~hc;.t prescot 
question. my sentiments being already recorded. [ 
therefore, to prevent the implication of giving a hasty 
opinion, desire leave to record my further sentiments at 
this meeting of the Board. 

Mr. Harwell. I feel much concerned on the present 
occasion. The 'forcing on a que5tion 00 a matter that 
has passed judgment, and which, i~ d~c:ided, must be a 
co~firmation ur reversion of that judgment, independent 
arthe authority to which it is $ubmlt ted, will; I fear, not 
tend to conciliate the di.9"erenc"s of the Hoard, which I 
flattered myself might have drawn to a perioc. The 
consequellccs are very obvious. I ~pe, bowe\'er, the 
temper and moderation of Sir Eyre Coote will ' decide 
for terminat'in~ the distractions which have hitherto pre
\'ailed. It is witb great pleas ure I observe in the de
liverv of 'sir E, 1,,'5 sentiments a resolution, so decidedly 
expressed, of c.on.;ultillg' alone the honour and intt:rests 
of the goverr.ment and fixing our councils, if possible, to 
that particnlar point only. I am so wdl aware of the 
consequf;nces to result from hastily deciding on an act 
of the administration, under the present chanKe in its 
circumstances in the arrival of Sir Eyre Coote, t>hat .. I 
entirely concur in the wish expressed by the Governor· 
General to suspend the question. 

Mr. Wheler, As the mettlbe~~ 0[ thl:' Board havt; not 
objected to my req\lest of entering my opinion upon the 
m~in question, l. beg leave to do it in the followilJg 
words; that, as I cannot di.scover, either .in the minute 
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entered by tbe (;overoor-General, or in tbe 2St~ para: 
graph of O4;lr general letter to the Court of Directors of 
th~ 17th. AugU'St by th#!: EalJle packet, the shadow of an 
argu[]len~ ~t can induce me to alter my former opi
cion, much less justify me in the disohedience of a 
positive order from the Court of Directors, I am fur the 
question. 

Resolved, that the deci sion of the question proposed 
by Mr. Francis be suspended until the next meeting of 
tne Hoard in tbis deparlUitnt. 

No. XVI. 

~xtJ'act of BCllfal P ublic COlIsuitattol1S, tlte 5tlt 
Apt'll, ' 779. Prcs~1It, tit,,; Cuveruur-GcnC'rlll, 
JJfesst's. Barwdl, Frdllcz's, and TVllcler, and 
Sir Eyre Coote. 

Mr. Francis's motion, recorded in the last consulta
tion, bein!,! nuw again taken into cO!1sid eration, 
Lieutenant·Gt!ueral Sir Eyre Coote dt:1ivers in the fvl 
lowillg minute. 

Since the last [oeeting of the Board in this depart
l:Qent,J nave bad time to reflec t very maturely upon the 
oature and tendency of tbe questiou now dC~lIding. 

• In my former winute upon the subject, I declared 
the two ruHng princi~le~ of my conduct to be, the desire 
of avoiding everYM-ind of retrospt!ct, and a firm re50lu
ti~n to pay an hnplicit obc:d ience -to the orders of ~be 
Company. 
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And however difficult it may seem to reconcile an ' 
adher~nce to both under the present cir~umstauce, since; 
by p.assing an opinion on t~e question I sbould seem 1:0 
!lwerve from the one, and by declining it to 'o!j:e sight 0(

the other, I yet Ratter myself that the conollct wbich 
agrees with my own feelings will also meet with tbe ap
probation .of this Board. 

I declare therefore, that had I had the honour of a 
seat here at the time the Company's instructions respect
ing Mr. Fowke were received, I should cntainly have 
joined most heartily with those gentlemen wh o were for 
putting them into immediate exe.:ution, as I shall ever 
do io regard to any future orders which may be given 
by the Company while I remain in the servic~, But as 
the whole oflhis transacti.J1l passed before m}' arrival, 
and as the result of the last proceedings thereupon now 
lies before the Directors for their Ultimate decision, I 
desire to W9.ve the giving any presen t opinion upon it 
and to reserve my vote till their orders are receiveJ, 
when I shall most assured ly give it in support of 
them. 

Mr. Francis. The question is, whether a positive 
order of tnc Court of Directors shall or shall not be 
obeyed. I suppOSe it is hardly necessary for me to liay 
what my OPLIllQO IS: I act in conformity to it in giving 
my vote for the question. . 

Mr. Barwell. Mr. Francis must excuse me if I can 
bot receiv~ the question as it stands explained by him: 
• If.pprehend no one who sball take the whole subject 
into his consideration will aUo", it -.o be so ..:ompcndious. 
It is not a question on tne Company's orden. However, 
1 .1m willing to' suppress the reRectioos that arise in my 
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mind to tbe harmony of our futu're councils, • ram" 
again!lt tht question. 

:rhe Go.n:rnor·General. 11 is unnecessary to expre!lS 
my further -llse of t+te question, or the manner in ... hich 
it has h"'~"' .. concluded ; I ~1I therefore only say that 
I a[Q asainst the question, 

· ~r. Francis's question resolved in the negative . 
. Mr, Francis. I beg leave to enter my diuent and · 

"protest against the J'ejoluti on. 

No. XVII. 

Extract of tile q Cl1cral Letter from Bengm, 
'aated 'he 22d April, I779, 

Par. 12. A Motion was made at one afo ur meetings, 
that the ordNs contained in the 65th. 66th. and 67th 
paragrapbs of you r general lett~r of the 30th January 
1778, should be carried into execution: The que!ltioll 
\Va.s resolved in th e negati\'e ; and we beg leave to refer 
you to our proceedin~s 011 this subject for your more 
partie .. l ... r information. 
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No. XVIII. . 

Extract of the . Company's Genwal.Letter to 
Bengal, dated I4tlz May, I779~': . 

Par. 4 In answer to the :!sth paragraph ·or >,"our 
1eUer of the 17th August la!,;T, respecting the appOint . 
-ment we assigned to Mr. Francis Fowke, we only re
mark, that as ttie consultations are not yet before! us, 
we must defer our decision on the " subject and hope the 
·reasons which swayed you, 5 0 far as to ind uce y •• u .to 

suspend the execution of a posi tive and peremptory or
dt::r of the Court of Directors, will be found sufficient to 
justify you r conduct on that extraordinary occa.ion. 

No. XIX. 

Extraci vf the Compally's Gweral Letter to 
Bellg'al, dated 27th May, I779. 

··Par. 40. We have read with astonishment your for_ 
mal resol ution to suspend the execution of our orders 
relative to Mr. Francis Fowke; your proceediogs "at 
large are now before us j we shall take such measures 
as appear necessary for preserving the au thority of ·' the 
Court of Directors and for pre\oentin e- such instances of 
-direct and wilful disobedience in our servants in time to 
COale. At pre!1tnt we repeat the commands .contained 



in t~e:6'ltli " par~wiph of our Jetter 01 the 30th of Janu. 
~ryl71$, ;.nd"direct"tbat they be carded into imltl."cdia~ 
te e}Cecution. '. 

No. xx. 
..Extract 0/ Bengal PuhHc Consultations; 'lte 27th. 

Fehruary, I780. Present, ,Itt Governor_ 
c;wcrul, a1ld Mj:ssrs. Fmllct"s ami U'helc·r. 
irfr, Em'well iudt'sposcd. 

" ~ead the 40th paragraph of tll~ general letter from 
the Hon. the Court of Directors, dated 27th May, 1779. 

Ai!reed, that MI'! Francis Fowke be appointed Re
sident at Benares, in "conformity to the intentioQ of the 
COurt of 'Di~tors ; and tha.t Mr. T homas Grabam be 
di{ected to deliver over the charge of th::t.t offi ce to him 
on his arrival there. 

No. XXI. 

Extract of the Gemrul L etter from BWJ{al, 
dated 3d March, I780. 

Par. 46: We ha~e the honour to acquaint 
io tODfor~ity to )Tout Ia.st command9> of 

you, 
the 

that 
27 th 



"~y 1779..Mr. yr,aoci's FOlVk~ ~ been appoint 
'ed R~sit;lent at Benates. '!lad Mr . . Thpma.!l Grah'!lfD 
recalled from tbe station. 

M). XXLI. 

90P1 of an Address to tlte Court of Dirtctor~, 
frot!! L!eutenallt,.. Colonel fohn · JValsh. 

To the Han. the Court of Director., qf the United 
East India Company. 

East India HOl,1se, 2d January I7S:z. 
Honourable, 

I yesterday received a letter from Calcutt", informing 
me that my nephew Francis Fpwke was, on the 
i2th January '781, again dismissed from hi~ office at 
Beoares, to which he had, not quite a twelvemonth be~ 
fore. returned in consequence of your own express or~ 

ders, but which were not permitted to take place. till 
reiterated in the strongest terms; that his assistant Mr. 
Markham, certainly a most unexceptionable young gen
tleman and J believe by no one more esteemed than by 
my nephew, was nominated in his room; and that · the 
reversion of the Agency (e)f supplyiqg the army wi~h 

boats was intended (or him, hut as tbls a~ency could 
Dot take place till the Septell)be,f fol~owing. he would be 
permitted to draw for bis usual ~a.'ary at Benares of 
~ooo rupees a month to that titl}c and ~bree molltbs 



after. Le.;;t tbe favourable terms in which, as J under .. 
stand, he is mcofioneri in'the Yery minutes, by whicb be 
is removed.fr~1D Benares., should induce your Honors to 
suppose that he had acquiescO'!d in tht: measure, I h·we to 
assnrf! you from his neal est relations in Calcutta, to 
whose knowledge it had come, that they consider it as a 
scv~re injury and a great misfortune, I am informed 
that the public advices from Beo2al do not roach to the 
time of this transactioo, but [ must neverthelr:ss entreat, 
as J Can produce indllb~a ble proofs of its existence, that 
the pr~ent dispatch to India may convey redress to a 
servant, I will presume to say of merit, doprived of the 
office which yOIl yourselves expressly and repeatedl, 
have confirmed to him. 

I have the ,",onour to be with respect, 
Honourable, 

Your most obedient, 
and most humble servant, 

JOHN ,WALSH. 

No. XXIII. 

Extract of a Letter from the Governor-General 
ared Council to the Court oj Directors, daua 
3d February I'7jz .. rece":ved 4th January 
I78 •• 

Mr. 'Francis Fowke recalled from HeDates and ap
potDted Aeeot for t1le provision of boats to the army 
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. 
after the expiration oC the present oontrac~. ~· Mr. Mar
kham appointed Resident. at Benares. 

No. XXIV. 

Copy of an flddress to the Court of Dtrector~ 
from Lieutenant-Colonel John TYalsh . 

• 
To the H on. thl" COllrt of Directors of the United 

East India Company. 

Chesterfield·stTf!et, 23d January 1782~ 
Honourable, 

As the public advices to Bengal by the ship!! now 
under dispatch are on the point of being closed , ( bum
bly request to know if my letter of the 2d instant, con
cerning the recall of mY inephew IFrancis] Fowkf'! from 
Benares, bas been taken into consideration; and 

. whether any aDd what J:edress your Honours have been 
pleased to order by tbis dispatch to be made to him, on 
account of his removal from an office, to which he was 
appointed by express orders from the Court of Di· 
rectors, dated 30th January 1778; the execution, how· 
ever, of which the Government of Bengal thought 
proper to suspend, on differe~t' li)]e~s a~ different 'times, 
yet none impeaching the merit of r.fr. Fr",nc!s. Fowk~, 

until the arrival of reiterated commands from you, . dated 
27th May 1779, when he was permitted to proceed to 
BeDUes, according to your app9intmeDt. This was 
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sOrDetbiar ~ore than a year and a half after tbt!! reeeipr 
of your first 'orders for 11i~ immediate re-instatement as 
Resident tl¥re, and Inore than three years after his first 
recall fro1'h thence ; all which tirne he was detained in 
Cal.f:utta without employ, without appointments, with~ 
out any recompense, not even the salary of bis office 
mAde good to him. Whatever hope may be entertaiaed 
of exacter obedience to the orders which you may be 
induced to give all this occasion to th" Government of 
Bengal, 1 cannot avoid, Ol.§ guardian to the just rights of 
my ~ephew, requesti rll~ the interference of the Court of 
Directors in like manner as it was formerly granted by 
them, when the injustice of his first removal from Be~ 
nares appeared maflife.~ t to tbem. A public Ictter fr~m 
the Government of Bengal, dated 3d F ebruary J78), 
lately received, co~tains official information of his fresh 
recall from Benares, and nomination to be J'\gent for the 
prGvision of boats to the army after the expiration of tho 
pre!:oent contract; also of Mr. Markham's appointment 
~o be tbe Resident in his room. I f it is not evident on 
the face ofthig me ·~sore that it is arbitrary, in violation 
of your own ~pp,..,i,~ t rnent, and of serio!ls detriment to 
both the character dnd fortune of Mr. Francis Fowke j. 

ir it is not e vident that he could not have consented to be 
dep;ived of a public honourable charge appoillted by 
yourseives, fO.f the promise of a private, obscure, and pre_ 
carious office, unattended even with the lure of pecu~ 
niaty advantage, the most convincing documellts to de~ 
monstrate it ·ma~ t-1e produced; but as Major Joho 
Scott, lately arrived from Bengal, and acting here in 
bel1alf of the Governor-General in his private concerns, 
did both .:onverse and correspond with Mr. Francis 



Powke on tbi.:; subject. be can, a.ad I doubt not but he 
readily w.ill, satisfy youe honourable Court,: that those 
ro~a~ures were taken withou,t the consent of 14:r. Francis 
Fowke. It is equally evident, that public nece"sity was 
Dot the ground (or the rerooval of Mr. Francis F owke, 
fM what public benefit could arise from displacing a 
sea;'_, r servant, promoted to the office for his knowledge 
in the Persian tongue and unexceptionable good cha
racter, and remarked by the Court of Directprs to have 
executed it with 'the ~reatest punctuality and 'exactness, 
and putting in his room ajunior se. vallt, of whose "age, 
time or service, experience in the affairs of Benares, and 
knowledge of the Oriental Jangua~e!', you cannot but 
b~ ' well informed. Even the wreched plea of party ne· 
c(-ssity could not de urged at the time ror the measure: 
for it is well known that when it took 'Place, two parties 
did not exist in Bengal. 

On these considerations your honourable Court cannot 
but l>ee pressing reasons for giving substantial and early 
redress to an aggrieved servant, su ffering in contempt _of 
your own orders. 

have the hononr to be with respect, 

Honourable, 

Y our most obedient, 

and most humble servant, 

JOHN WALSH. 

-



APPENDllI(~ xiI 

.No .• XXV. 

Copy ~ (~. Letter from the Secretary ~l the Courl 
of DIrectors to Lieutenant- Colonel lokn 
Walsh. 

Sir, 
, am orgered bl' the Cnurt of Dir~ctors of the East 

India ' Company t o acquai,lt you :hat the twn le tters 
you addressed the C'burt, dated the 2d and 23d instant, . . 
are referred to the Commltee of Correspondence, and 
that the said Committee have not vet come to any ~e. 

termination thereon . 

East India Hous.e, Jl 
29th January, 1182. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient humble ~ervant, 

P. MICHELL, SEC. 

Lieut. Colonel John Walsh. 

No. XXVI. 

Ex(ract of the Secret General Letter from Ben
. raJ, dated 27th April I78I, recet"ved by the 
Bellmont, 5th February I782. 

"Par. ¥i. Mr. Francis Fowke having beeD. recalled 
from his ResidenC}I at Senares, and appointed Agent for 
the .provision of boats to the army after. the expiration 
of the present contract, We hve appointed Mr. William 
Markbam to tbt.t ~esideDcy. 
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No. XXVU. 

Extract from Bengal Secret Consultations, fu1'-: 
nisked hy favour of Major .f ohn Scott, the 
original Records Jlot having hitherto reach
ed the. India H rJl(se. 

Consultation, 14th January I7Sr. 

Governor-General. While this government is charg. 
ed ~ with such extensive concerns, and hatn to contend 
with difficulties equal perhaps to those in which even 
the supreme administration of t!:e British empire is 
at this moment involved, it may at least claim as a 
right whlcb: under any other system of government 
th ... t hath ever yet existed, would be conferred on it all 
an indispensable obligation, to employ and exercise the 
powers which u e inherent in its constitution, and which 
ar~ immediate1~' necessary to the su pport, and eventually 
to tht: existence:, of those essential interests which it helds 
~n charge. On this principle ! claim the right of nomi· 
nating the Agent of my own choice to the Residency of 
Benares: it is a representative station an d cannot, with· 
out a contradiction, be the charge of a man Dot prefer
ably cbosen to it by the members of the actual govern
ment, and holding it by an authority independent 
of theirs. Speaking for myself a.one, il: may be sufficient 
to affirm that Mr. Francis Fowke is not my agent; that 
I can~?t give him my confidence ; that while he cont::i
Dues at Benares he stands as a screefl between the Raja 
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and t6ia. Government, instead of an iostcuroeat of eon
'troul ; and U1at the Raja pimself, and every chief in In
<!ostan. "ijl regard it a5 the pledge and foundation of his 
. . 
mdependence. 

To Mr. Fowke himself I have no personal objection. 
I approve his conduct and esteem his character; and I 
believe I might depend npon his exact ant literal abe· 
dience and fidelity in th e execution of the functions an
nexed to it. My objection tis stated .bove, and it is in
superable. 

, Tile person wh~m I have r.nosen to succeed him 1 
consider as standing in the same degree; of confidence 
and estimation with Mr. Whder as myself. I ad"pted 
him (if J may so express myself) from his family and 
patronage, and assigned him an office of the highest 

• trust near my own person wi~h Mr. Wheler's approba· 
tion; and from a foresight of the event \vhich has since 
made us the copartners o f this government, and which 
suggeHed to me the propriety of employing such Agents 
as would be agn~eable to hiro while thty possessed the 
other requisites for my own confidence. 

I therefore think him on every consider:ttion the fit· 
test to fill the office in question. J therefore move that 
Mr. Francis Fowke be immediately removed from the 
Res,idency of Benares, and that Mr. Markham may be 
appoicted to it in his stead. 

While I thus acquit myself of what I conceive to be
~ public duty, it is my desire at the same time to indem· 
nify Mr. Fowkbfrom 'the consequences personally at
tending it toward!J him. I tberefore move that he be at 
the same time invested with the appointmect of A.ge~t 
for all boats·to .be employed for the military !Jervice of 



·this establishment, with an allowance o( a commission of 
IS per ceot, upon all his disbursements in this office;' 
that the executive charge thereof take place IrotT!. the 
period of the expiration of Colonel Morgan's present 
contract, and that till th"'t time aad for three month-.i 
following it, he be allowed to draw bis present allow

,-ance of 1,000 Rupees per month. 
I propose this method io preference to Q contract, be

cause I am convim .. ed from experience that the service 
will be better pt:rformed by this aiter'!otion, although it 
is liable to one material o bjection in its natural inftuco.:e 
in his expeoser. This i~ a defect whicn can only' be cor
rected by the probity of the person who is intrusted with 
so important a charge; and I am willing to have it un
derstood as a proof of the confidence which I repose in 
Mr, Fowke, that I have proposed his appointment, in 
opposition to a general principle, to a trust so constihlted, 

Mr, Wheier,' I dccene to the propriety of the Go
vernor-General's arguments _, ., d think them particularly 
applicable 10 the present ~l ~te of this government. I 
am also highly Battered by the choice the Governor. 
-General has mane of a gentlem an to fill this important 
station, who was formerly under my patronage, an~ who 
is still in my confidence. But a~ Mr. Fowke has n'lt 

·yet sign ified his wi!!inglleis to accept of the compMsa- _ 
tion proposed to him in exchang-e for his present ap
pointment, 1 must decline giving my assent to his imme
diate removal. 

The Governor-General's ~otion ~ing agreed to, re
soJved, that Mr. William M~rkham be accordingly ap
pointed Resident at Benares, and Mr. Benn his assistant. 
ltesolved, that Mr. Francis Fowke be invested with the 
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appGintmeDt of Agent lor the provisi&n of ail boats to 
be employed' for the military services of this. establish
ment, with an allowance of a commission of IS per cent. 
upon all his' disbllrSf!menM in thi s office, the executive· 
charge;. or which is to take place from the period of the 
( x~iration of Colonel Morgan's contract, and that to that 
I nne, and for three months following it, ht: be permitted 
to draw tbe present allowance of 1,000 Rupees pel" 

"month. 

,.~:: , 
" 
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BtJOYA BATIKA. 
THE WONDERFUL FEVER P ILL. 

It is the only infallible remedy for and invaluable 
'preventive of all sorts of chronic feve r. E""en in the 
most difficult and long standing cases, this medicine 
ensures im'mense good. For chronic f~\'er, high or low 
fever accompanied by enlaq~~ment of both spleen and 
Jj",r or by caug-h, 'brain fever, &r.., BYf'.1'Q nll/ika is 
~trongly recomrflended. In all countries and climates, 
un all men, women, and children, Bijoya Sa/illa confers 
eql1a l benefit. No emigrant ship should sail without 
Hijo.'l'a Bt2Itka io. her medicinal store. No soldier , 
plante r and emp!l')'er of labour in frontier countries, in 
malarious or marshy districts, and in the Terai should 
be without it, if he values his own life and the lives of 
those under him. FvrJevery Coolie Depot, Tea Gard . n, 
Si lk or Indi go Factory, and Hospital, Si.//J)'a Sa/ika 
is particularly recomm ended. In sh0rt,~very body who 
does not consider himself proof a~ainst chronic fever, 
cough, loss of appetite, debility, headache, giddiness in 
tile .head, &c., should make Bijoya Hatika bis inseparable 
companion. 
Box. No. of Pills. Price. l'ostage. Packing. V.P. Comn 

Rs. As. A~, As. As. 
N'o. ... ,8 . .. 0 ... W ···4 . .. , 
No. , ... 36 .:, • r ... I ···4 . .. , , 
No. 3 ..") 54 ... J ... W ···4 . .. j 
No. 4 ... <';4 . .. 4··· 4 ···4 . .. S 



[ '. 1 
Com~is!lion fm' one' dOUD box fI,~o. I if OD~ Rupee 

b'lx No.2 One Rapec aDd eigbt aouas; box ~o'. 3 '.0 
Rupe~ P..,stage aaoiU she. eJrbt and hrc)Ye" 

respectively. 
V. p, P. cbarges extra. No Commission on purcbate 

.r less than a dozen boxes is allowed. 

TESTIMONIALS. 
( J) Mr. M. Batbars, MaRistrate, Ngape. Burma, 

writes :-
Kindly send me per V. P. P. one box No. .. 

or your " Kij oya Batika" containing 144 Pills at 4-4 ?er 
box. This is the 3rd lot that I have been getting these 
pills, whidl are the ver}' tbing (or Malaria Fever of 
Burma clilD:tte. 

( 2) Mrs. Rogers of Lahore, ( the Punjab) writes : 
F ever pills ( Bij,>ya Batika) possess wonderful powers. 

I was !lIJffering from fever (or oine months and oothing 
co~ld cure m.e until I used these pills. It sboul~ also 
be added as a matter of great satisfaction, tbat tho: use 
of these inexpensive Fever. pills has saved me froO': the 
hands of the extremely expensive Allopathic system of 
t reat ment. 

( 3 ) A. A. Shaw, Esqr., from I, St. JOb_D'S ROild, 
Danga1ore, Soutb India, writes:-

I bave derived mucb benefit from yoor Bijoya Batika, 
I shall feel obliged if yOD would send me aDotbcr box-, 
size No.2, at 1·3 per return V. , P, Post Qnd oblige. 

To be bad of Messrs. B. BASU & CO, 
79, HarriSOD lload, Calclltta. 




