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PUBLISHER'S NOTE.

The following pages embody’ thte politica}

conciousness of Behar almost in its entirety.
Behar has spoken with openness on the poli-
tical situation and we are happy to find
hat for once we had a late Lieutenant-
Governor who accepted our reading of it.
Th® situation is not much changed since
the Address and the Manifesto and our
Wants and wishes today are much the same
a» they were about a year ago. These
pages are offered to the public not as a fresh
contribution to political thought but in the
hope that in reading these pages our con-
victions may be deepened and fresh stimu-
lus be given to new thought.

‘We have made bold to give the like-
ness of Babu Mahesh Narayan on the
frontis-picce as he more than any body
clse has contributed tp the up-building of
political life and thoyght among us.
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ADDRESS

To

The Honourahle

Sir Androw Henderson Leith Fraser,
M. A, LL.D,, K.CS..,
SLicutenant-$cvernor of Zechar and Western Bengal.

May 17 rLEASE Your HoxNoR,

We, the members of the deputation
representing all classes of the people in the
Province of Behar, beg leave to approach
Your Honor with this valedictory address
of ours, on the occasjon of, what we believe
to be, Your Honor’s last official visit to our
Province. The deputation to which Your
Honor has been gracibusly pleased to accord
the privilege of waiting upon you to-day
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has been organised by the three Ieading
public associations in Behar, acting in con-
cert and co-operation with one another, vz,
the Behar Landholders’ Association, the
Behar Proviancial Association and the Behar
Provincial Muslim League, and, as such, we
may humbly claim to speak in the name of
the whole of the Beharee community. Dur-
ing Your Honor’s tenure of office as the
Lieutenant-Governor of the Lower Pro-
vinces, Your Honor Las no doubt been the
recipient of a large number of addresses
from the many classes and communities in-
habiting the Lower Provinces, but we may
be allowed to submit that our address is
unique and distinctive in the sense, that it
does not emanate from any particular sec-
tion, caste, class or community, but is a humble
and loyal representation of the views and
the sentiments of the entire Beharee Com-
munity. Your. Honor will no doubt be
gratified to learn that of all the Provinces
in Northern India, Behar is the only one
where there is no such crucial problem as is
known elsewhere by the name of the Hindu
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Muhammadan Question. All of us in Behar
believe in mutual toleration and reasorfible
compromise as the truo basis of political
progress and our leaders—both Hindu and
Muhammadan—have, therefore, always acted
in harmony with one another in the further-
ance of the cause of good administration
and civic progress. Under these circums-
tances we hope that the expression of our
opinion will naturally carry with it much
greater weight than if it were of any one
section, class or community. In the first
place, we desire to assure Your Honor that
we have noticed with deep regret that the
period of Your Honor’s tenure of office will
shortly be coming to an end. Considering
that Your Honor’s administration has con-
ferred several important and appreciable
benefits on the people of Behar, and knowing
as we do that our interests have always
occupied a foremost place in Your Honor'’s
consideration, we “assure you that nothing
would have given fhe people of Behar
greater pleasure than to learn that it was
possible for Your Honor to stay amongst us
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for even a short time longer than your usual
terta of office. It would not be out of place
to mention here that the people of Behar
were desirous to approach the Government
for an extension ot Your Honor’s term of
office ; but having been given to understand
that Your Honor was unwilling to accept
any extension, they did not think it right to
proceed with the matter any further. We
are not unaware, however, of the unremitt-
ing labour that Your Honor has been pleased
to bring to bear on the work of administra-
tion, even at sacrifice of health and comfort,
and we, therefore, feel that it would be too
selfish of us to grudge Your Honor any longer
that much needed rest and repose, which
you have rightly earncd for yourself after
nearly 40 years of strenuous work in the
service of India.

On an occasion like this it scoms to us
desirable to pla¢e before Your Honor our
views and sentiments on some of the ques-
tions of the day, both dmperial and Provin-
cial. So far as our vitws on the present
situation affecting the cduntry as a whole
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are ‘concerned, it is sufficient to state that
the Mapifesto recently issued by the people
of Behar has placed before the Government,
and the public what educated and thouglitful
Beharees feel on the subject, and it will,
therefore, serve no useful pu'rpose to repeat
them here. We shall, therefore, confine
ourselves, on the present occasion, solely to
such questions as affect the well-being of the
Province of Behar; and we, therefore, erave
permission to submit to Your Hounor the
following sunimary of our grievances, needs
and aspirations, in the hope that they will
receive at Your Honor’s hands a careful
and favourable consideration. As it is al-
most impossible to appreciate the force and
justice of our suggestions, without reference
to Tacts and figures justifying them and the
argunments which support the same, we beg
leave to append herewith a detailed exposi-
tion of each of the subjects contained in this
address and we ®carnestly hope that Your
Honor would be graciously pleased to bestow
upon it that comsideration which in our
humble opiniorr it is entitled to receive.
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1.~Bebar's Representation in the Provincial
" Legislative @ounucil.

(a) That considering the hitherto inadequate
representation of Behar in the Pro-
vincial Council, it is prayed that the
system be so re-modelled, especially
in view of the “ Reform” scheme for
the expansion of the Legislative Coun-
cils, as to admit of the permanent
representation of each of the four
Divisions of Patna, Tirhoot, Bhagal-
pur and Chhota Nagpur which consti-
tute the Province of Behar, in case
it be found impracticable to give a
permanent representation to each dis-
trict in the cxpanded Provincial Coun-
cil.

(b) That considering the importance of the
European Planting Community in the
Tirhoot Commissionership, a seat in
the Provincial Council should be per-
manently p]aczad at the disposal of the
Behar Planter’s Association.

(¢) That in view of the faqt that the District
Boards in the Tirhoot-Division have
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at present an overwhelming prepon-
derance of the members of the Furo-
peon Planting Community which ma-
terially affects the chances of the
Beharees in Tirhoot Division of
acquiring training and “experience in
methods of Local Self-Government,
and also in view of the fuct that the
European Planting Community fully
deserves a permancnt seat in the Pro-
vincial Council, it is prayed that the
Government be pleased to direct that
the number of the members of the
Planting Community should not in
futurc exceed one-fourth the total
number of seats on the District Beard.

T1.—$eat of Government.

(@) That Patna be treated as the second
capital of the Lower Provinces on the
analogy of Lucknow in the United
Provinces gnd that the sittings of the
Provincial Council be held by turns in
Calcutta and.Patna, on the analogy of
the United Provinces where the Council
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mectings are held both in Allahabad
and at Lucknow.

(b) That His Honor the Licutenant Gover-
nor be plecased to make in Behar a
prolonged stay of from three to four
months in the year.

TIT.—Public Service.

(@) That to encourage Beharees to take to
the study of Engincering and Medicine,
the Government be pleased to give
preference to Beharee Graduates in
Engineering and Medicine for appoint-
ments in Behar.

(b) That as the system of recruitment in
force for the Provincial Civil Service
is not calculated to better the prospects
of the Beharees in the service, it is
prayed that it may be replaced by cne
which may improve their chances to
an extent that, in the near future, all
the posts open to the children of the
soil should céme to L« held in Behar
by the Beharees alone.

(c) That the Government be pleased to
recommend to the High Court so to
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alter the rules for the appointment of
Munsiffs and so to adapt them tg the
requirements of Behar, that all the
Jjudicial posts open-to Indians shall, in
the near future, come to be held in
Behar by the Beharees alone.

(d) That considering that there is only
one Beharee Subordinate Judge the
Government be pleased to exercise the
authority vested in it, under the Reso-
lution of the Government of India on
the Report of the Public Service
Commission, by appointing competent
Beharee practising lawyers as Sub-
ordinate Judges—a power which was
exercised some years back by the
Government of the United Provinces.

(e) That considering the very poor repre-
sentation of Behareces in the minor
services, such as Education, Police,
Opium, Post Office, Court of Wards
and other degartments, it is respectfull
prayed that the Government be pleased
to issue spcc.ﬂxl instructions to the
heads of these departments to give
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preference to competent Bcharces,
especially for appoinments in Behar,

(/) That Your Honor be pleased to recom-
mend to the Government of India
that out of the Judgeships open #o
Indians in the Calcutta High Court
the Government of India be pleased
to make it a rule that one of these
appointments be invariably conferred
upon a Beharee.

(9) That Your Honor be pleased to direct
that the Civil List of the Lower
Provinces be so compiled in future as
to show the district of which an Indian
officer is the native.

TU.—Education.

(@) That considering the backwardness of
Behar and its neglected condition in
the past the Government be pleased
to allot a larger sum in future for
advancement of edugation in the Com-
missionerships of Patna, Tirhoot,
Bhagalpur and Cilrhota Nagpur, which
constitute the Province of Behar.
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(b) That the Patna College be maintained

a8 a first class residential College, so
that it may serve the purpose of a
model College in the Province of
Behar.

(c) That in case the proposed. Ranchi

()

College may not be within the range
of accomplishment, a College on
similar lines be established at Koelwar
on the Sonc or at Buxar (in the Shaha-
bad District) and that the contributions
promised by the Beharees for the
Ranchi College may be utilised for the
purpose.

That the Government may be pleased
to render suitable pecuniary aid to the
threc private Colleges, namely, the
Behar National College at Bankipore,
the Bhumihar DBrahman College at
Muzafferpore, and the Tej Narayan
Jubilee College at Bhagalpore, so that
there may®be at least one private
College in cfficient condition at the
head-quarters of the Patna, Tirhoot
and Bhagalpore divisions.
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That the curricalum recently promaul-

“gated by the Calcutta University for

the Matriculation Examination from
the year 1910, is wholly unsuited to
the conditions and requirements of our
Province; and that unless it be com-
pletely altered, it will be disastrous to
the progress of Higher Education in
Behar. It is, therefore, prayed that
Your Honor be graciously pleased to
exert your influence as Rector of the
University to induce it to modify the
curriculum in such a way that it may
suit the needs and requirements of the
Beharees.

That if the tramsfer of the Engineering
College from Shibpore to Ranchi be
not feasible, the Behar School of En-
gineering be raised to the status of
a Collece. Likewise, the Patna
Temple Madical School be raised to
the status of a Medical College. In
the meantime o sufficiently large
number of scholdrships, of at least
Rs. 40 a month, should be offered to
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Beharee students so as to enable them
to study Engineering and Medicjne in
Calcutta.

(9) That the representation of the Beharees
in the Senate of the Calcutta Univer-
sity—four out of one hundred, two of
whom are officials—is very meagre
and wholly inadequate and it is res-
pectfully prayed that Your Honor be
pleased to exercise your authority as
Rector of the University, in the matter
of the appointment of Beharees as
Fellows aud that their number should
not be less than fifteen out of the total
number.

(#) That with a view to encourage Female
Education, the Government be pleased
to take over in its direct‘charge the
Girls’ School at Bankipur' and that its
management be entrusted to a mixed
committee of Europeans and Indians
and that safficient funds be placed at
the disposal of the committee to keep
up the schogl in an efficient condition.

(7) That a Law School un lines similar to
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those laid down in the Vice-Chancel-
lor's Minute on the subject be estab-
lished at Patna ; but that the existing
Law Classes in the Colleges in Behar
should not be abolished until the Law
School is established in full working
order.

(7) That the proposed Training College
for teachers should be located at Patna
or some other suitable place in Behar
and not in Calcutta.

(k) That scholarships for education in
foreign countries, in Science and In-
dustries, should be offered alternately
to Behar and West Bengal.

U.—Hdministrarion of Justice.

That considering that the system of trial
by Jury hps been in force in the Pitna
District for a long series of years and that
it has worked satisfactorily, it is respectfully
prayed that the Goyernment be pleased to
exfend the system to other #dvanced districts
of Behar. Itis also prayed that Govern-
ment be pleased to introduee the experiment-
al scheme of the separation of the Judicial
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and Execcutive functions in the advanced
districts of Behar.
UT.—Cerritorial Redistribution.

(o) That simultaneously with the partition
of the Patna Division and the estab-
lishment of a Commissionership at
Mozafferpur, the Palamau District
should be transferred from the Chhota
Nagpur to the Patna Division.

() That if direct Railway communication
between Mozafferpur and Sitamarhi
be not within the range of accomplish-
ment in the near future, then the Sita-
marhi Sub-division should be trans-
ferred from the Mozafferpur to the
Darbhanga District and the Samgsti-
pur Sub-division of the latter should
be transferred to the Mozafferpur
District.

(¢) That the Deoghar and the Rajmahal
Sub-divisions of the Santhal Perganas
District (the latter minus the tract
known as Daman-i-Koh ) should be
transferred t@ the Monghyr and Bha-
galpur districts, respectively, and that
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they should be duly “regulationised.”
Further, that Monghyr District with
the addition of Deoghar should be
raised to the status of an A class
District with a District and Sessions
Judge and a complete judicial staff of
its own, the District and Sessions
Judge of Bhagalpur being relieved
of the charge of the Monghyr
District, as the Bhagalpur District
itself will become a sufficiently heavy
charge by rcason of the addition to it
of the Rajmahal Sub-division (minus
Daman-i-Koh).
UT1.—HAdministration of €ivil Justice

Iu the Santhal Parganas.
(«) That in the reconstituted Santhal Par-

ganas District a peripatetic Subordinate
Judgfa be appointed to hold Court
in rotation at the head-quarters of the
different Sub-divisions and try all suits
above the value of Rs. 1,000.

(b) That in each Sub-division of the recons-
tituted Santhal Farganas District a
Muns#ff be appointed to try all suits
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of the value of less than Rs. 1,000, and
that these Munsiffs be appointedy by
reducing by one, in each Sub-division,
the number of Deputy Magistrates,
who at present try civil and rent suits
along with criminal csses, so that by
carrying out the suggestions, no ad-
ditional cost will have to be incurred,
except the pay of the Sub ordinate
Judge.

(¢) That all laws, byc-laws and rules having
the force of law, which arc in force
in the Santhal Pargannas District,
should be codified or digested and
published in a handy manual for the
guidance of all concerned.

We fear, we have trespassed too much
on Your Honor’s paticnce and vajuable time
and hope to be excused for the same. Our
sole justification for the length of this address
is our sincere andscarnestedesire to sce our
great Province, with its glorious traditions,
of which we all are gustly proud, rise once
more in the scald® of progress and to see it
advance along lines of prosperity. And as
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we may, without any disparagement of the
work of any of the past Rulers of the Pro-
vince, say that Your Honor has done most
for the Province of Behar, we have, felt
justified in approaching Your Honor to-day
and laying open our hearts before you.

In conclusion, we beg to convey to Your
Honor our sincere thanks for the privilege
accorded to us to-day of representing so fully
and frankly the wants and aspirations of our
people. We hope Your Honor will permit
us to wish Lady Fraser, to whom we are
specially beholden for her deep interest in
the cducation of pardanashine women of
Behar, and yourself a long and happy life
of usefulness and prosperity in your native
land and we further cherish the hope that
Lady Fraser and Your Honor will be pleas-
ed to continue to take the same kindly iu-
terest in the people of Behar which you both
have hitherto taken.

We Lave thé honor to Le,
Hoyorable Sir,
Your Honor's most obedient servants,
Members of the Behar Deputation.



APPENDIX

SOME BEHAR GRIEVANCES.
BEING

A Series of notes on some Behar Topics for
the information of His Honor the Lieute-
nant-Governor of Behar and West Ben-
gal; being intended to be treated as an
Appendix to the address presented to
His Honor by a Deputation of Beharees
organised by the Behar Landholders’
Association, the Behar Provincial Asso-
ciation and the Behar Provincial Muslim
League at the Government House, Banki-
pore, in August, 1908.

—————

Behar's Representation in the Provincial Counail.

By the partition of Bengal three additional seats,
for the three Divisions of Chittagong, Dacca and
Rajshaye transferred to the new province of Eastern
Bengal and Assam, were made available to Your
Honor's Governmeng but we may be pardoned for
saying that so far Behar has not been able to enjoy
any advantage. In fact jt was for some time after the
partition a matter of sgrious complaint in Behar that
there was not a single Bebaree represcntative in
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Your Honor's Council, and the amending act to the
Bengal Tenancy Act, admittedly onc cf the most
important measures affecting a very large section of
the people, was passed in the absence of any Beharce
representative in Your Honor's Council: Last year
the Behar Landholders’ Association prominently drew
Your Honor's attention to this matter in their add-
ress and suggested that pending the promulgation of
the new Reform Scheme the Patna Division should
be permanently represented in Your Honar's Council
“alternately through the Municipal and the District
Board Electorate.” This suggestion, however, did
not meet with Your Honor's approval, on the ground
that it would be an “impossible position” and that
Your Honor “could not agree to measure one divi-
sion against another by size, population or impor-
tance with a view to give it proportionate represen-
totion.” At the same time Your Honor was pleased
to remark “that His Excellency the Viceroy is in
communication with the Secretary of State regarding
the Expansion of Councils and I hope that one result
of this discussion will be that every Division will be
permanently represented in the Local Council.” This
assurance of Your Honor’s is no doubt encoufaging
to us and we venture to hope that now with the
establishment of a Commissionership at Muzafferpore
the time will never come when a Beharee represen-
tative will be absent from the Provincial Council.
At the same time we shall be wanting in our duty
if we did not inform Your Honor that we strongly
feel that in the reformed Qouncil Behar's interest
should be adequately represented, regard being had
to its position as the predominant partner in the
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Lower Provinces. As Your Honor's Government has
not deemed it proper to publish Your Honor's views
in regard to the expansion of the Provincial Cqpuncil,
as has been the case with some other Provincial
Governments, we are not in a position to offer any
suggestions on the subject. We would, however, res-
pectfully invite YourHonor’s attention to theresolution
on the subject of the last Behar Provincial Conlference
to the effect that no reform of the Provincial Council
would be satisfactory which did not provide for the
permanent representation of each district in the Pro-
vince, and considering that there arc no more than
27 districts in the Lower Provinces, we do not think
it a large order on the Government that the Council
should be enlargrd to an extent which will provide
for the permanent representation of cach district.
Onec word more we should like to say on the
question of the representation of the non-official
European community in Behar. This community is
a strong and compact body in the Tirhoot Commis-
sionership and it has its own efficient organisasion,
the Behar Planters’ Association, with its head-quar-
ters at Muzafferpore, It is but right and proper that
this important community should be directly and
permanently represented in the Provineial Council.
Hitherto it has been impossible for them to be repre-
sented in Council by reason of the fact that though
they practically swarpp the RQistrict Boards of the
Tirhoot Division, they could not obtain the votes of
the Southern districts of the Patna Division. If
matters, therefore, in #he Tirhoot Division are al-
lowed to remain as at $resent, the chances are that
the Beharee community there may find themselves
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ousted from representation in Council by the District
Boards, which may lead to heart-burning and result
in bitterness of feeling. We, therefore, respectfully
suggest that the best course would be to give a direct
representation in the Council to the Planting com-
munity through the medium of the Behar Planters’
Association, while at the same time directing the
district officers to materially reduce their number in
the District Boards, to not more than one-fourth of
the total number of the Board, so as to improve the
chances of the return of a Beharee representative of
the District Boards. This will have, to our mind,
another great advantage. It will enable a much
larger number of Beharees to receive civic training,
which was the primary objzct of the scheme of Local
Self-Government enunciated by the Government of
Lord Ripon, and it was distinctly stated to be so in
the Resolution of the Government of India. Nor
can it be urged that the reduction of the number on
the District Boards of the Planting Community wiil
resylt in any inefficiency, for the District Boards of
the Southern districts of the Patna Division are no
less efficient than those of the Northern districts of
the Patna Division, although they are manned
wholly by the members of the Beharee community.

We need say nothing here in regard to the claims
of the Landholders of Behar to be permanently rep-
resented in the Council, for Your Honor was pleased
to remark last year that you wire “very strongly of
dpinion that the Landholders of the province ought
to be very effectively represeated in the Local Coun-
cil." e trust, however, thgt instead of establish-
ing new constituencies for giving the zemindars an



(3)

adcequate representation, Your Honor will be pleased
to so ordain that so far as the Behar zemindarg are
concerned they may seek their representation through
the medium of the Behar Landholders' Association
which is one of oldest institutions of its kind in the
Lower Provinces.

The seat of Government.

Behar shall alwaysrenain grateful to Your Honor
for having acquired Chajjubagh for the occasional
residence of the Lieutenant-Governor in the Province
of Behar. This was in the pre-partition days and
since that event a significant change in situation has
taken place, and equally significant was the christen-
ing of that house by His Excellency Lord Minto in
the course of his speech at the Durbar, held at
Bankipore in February 1906, as the *“Charming
House.” A Government House it has naturally
become and with the change in the relative position
of the Bengalecs and the Beharees, we now expect
that the Lieutenant-Governor should come to “us,
not for two or three days, not even for two or three
weeks, but for at least three months in the year.
Last year in the course of the reply to the address
of the Behar Landholders’ Association, Your Honor
was pleased to declare that “it is also the order of
the Government of India that the Lieutenant-
Governor will now reside for a*tertain portion of the
year in Patna,” and Your Honor was pleased to add
that “the advantage of this innovation has been
fully established by ex erience.” It strikes us that
the affairs of 235 millions of Bcharees require
as much time and attentien—if not more—as the
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affairs of 16 millions of Bengalees, and what more
proper than tbat the Lieutenant-Governor should be
on the spot for a sufficient length of time to be able
to give personal attention to the affairs of Behar?
One of the reasons given for the Partition of Bengal
was that the Lieutenant-Governor was not able to
give that degree of personal attention to all parts of
the territories under his sway which was demanded
of him for the purposes of a good and efficient
Government. Now that, comparatively speaking,
a small part of Bengal remains in charge of Your
Honor, we are helping the policy of the Government
and translating into a concrete fact, as it were, the
principal reason given out for the Partition of Ben-
gal, when we ask that the Lieutenant-Governor
should give more of his personal attention to us,
and in order to be able to do so, should reside among
us for three or four months in the year. We are
sure it will be admitted that it is not an extrava-
gant claim which we put forward; it would have
been a somewhat extravagant claim if we had asked
for the wholesale transfer of the seat of Government
from Calcutta to Patna, though such a consuxnma-
tion is to be devoutly wished for and may perhaps
come about in the fullness of time. At present, what
we wish is that the Lieutenant-Governor may divide
his time between Ba":nkipore and Calcutta, in the
same way that the Lieutenant-Governor of the
Onited Provinces of Agra and Oudh divides his time
between Allahabad and Lugknow, and hold some
meetings of his Council in Bgnkipore, as the Lieute-
nant-Governor of Agra and Oudh bholds meetings
of his Council jn Lucknow. Last year in reply to
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the suggestion made in the address of the Behar
Landholders’ Association, that Patna should be
regarded as the seccond capital of the Lower Pro-
vinces on the analogy of Lucknow in the Unlted
Provinces, Your Honor was pleased to observe that
“] can not agree that the circumstances of the
Province are at all similar to those of the United
Provinces,” With the highest deference to Your
Honor's opinion we may take the liberty of pointing
out that if it is considered expedient that the capital
of Qudh be treated as the second capital of the
United Provinces, it is all the more necessary and
desirable to regard the capital of Behar as the second
capital of the Lower Provinces. It is well known
that the people inhabiting the Provinces of Agra
and QOudh are ethnologically and sociologically
essentially one people and that the greater portion
of the territories constituting the Province of Agra
did form, until about a century ago, part of the
Kingdom of Oudh and it was in fact from the Kings
of Ougdh that the greatc: portion of the territories
now appertaining to the province of Agra were
acquired*by the British under various treaties. In
fact, the United Provinces are the only provincial
jurisdiction in British India in whicl& the whole
mass of the people can be said to be homogeneous,
and if it is considered necessary to have a sccond
capital cven in such a homoqcm:ous Province, we
submit that it is cvfn more necessary to have a
second capital for the Lower Provinces, which beyortd
all doubt contain more geterogencous elements than
any other Indian Provigce. The differences between
the Bengalees and the Deharees and  the respective
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provinces they inhabit are well known, *Our race
and language and associations are wholly distinct,”
said the Maharaja Bahadur of Darbhanga in the
course of his presidential address at an annual meet-
ing of the Behar Landholders' Association in Sep-
tember 19os, “from those of our Bengalee friends."
The same thing is well put by Mr. C. j. O'Donnell
who has intimate knowledge of both Bengal and
Behar, in his latest book on “Indman Discontent” as
follows: “The Beharces and the DBengalees are
more widely different than the Celts and the Teutons
in race, origin and language; in marriage customs
and even food." That being so, it will conduce to
the well-being of Behar, if even in certain matters
Patna is treated as a second capital of the Lower
Provinces. The one matter on which Beharee opi-
nion is unanimous is that the system should be
inaugurated of holding meetings of the Provincial
Council from time to time at Bankipore and it wi!l
satisfy Beharee public opinion if a move be made in
that direction by arranging for the holding of that
particular session of the Council at which the annual
budget is discussed, The Beharces feel strongly about
this matter and have therefore frankly put it before
Your Honor in the hope that their very reasonable
prayer will be accepted.

Education,

The educational grievances of Behar are serious
and, considering that all progPess depends upon the
advancement of education, it is a lamentable fact
in spite of the backwardness of Bebar the Govern-
ment bave been until rscently expending roughly
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speaking three times as much over higher education
in Bengal as in Behar, It will serve no useful pur-
pose now to contemplate what might have been the
progress of higher education in Behar to-day, had
the Beharees been offered the same educational faci-
lities which the Bengalees have hitherto received.
But with the Partition of Bengal and the consequent
constitution of Behar as the predominant partner
both in point of area and population in the Govern-
ment of the Lower Provinces, this state of affairs can
no longer be justifiable and the Bcharecs respect-
fully submit that the Government should be pleased
to direct that the expenditure on higher education
in Behar—including under this head not only purely
literary education but also scientific and technical, as
for instance, in medicine and engineering—should be
commensurate with the new position which the pro-
vince of Behar has come to occupy in the Lower
Provinces, as also with Behar’s contribution to the
revenues raised in the Lower Provinces, The back-
wardndss of Behar has Leen in the past mainly dde
to the absence of facilities of education, which pri-
vate engerprise and the munificence of the State have
provided for Bengal, and in future, without substan-
tial aid from Government the few private colleges
which now exist will be seriously crippled for want
of funds. Though the annual alJotment as grant-in-
aid to colleges is a liberal sum, *Behar was not till
lately, favoured with # single rupee out of it, and,
even now the very small grant which has been given
to the Behar National C.o lege is hopelessly inade-
quate for the purpose for which it is intendel. The
three colleges in the Patna Division supply cacha
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purely local need, and therefore together represent
the irreducible minimum of such institutions. In
the enatter of educational policy, as in other matters
of public importance, Behar requires a separate
treatment and from its history, 4radition and the
peculiar circusmtances that surround it, it may well
claim to be dealt with as a distinct unit. The num-
ber of colleges which Behar now possesses is any-
thing but adequate for the large area and population
which they serve, and is hardly sufficient to answer
the demand that exists for higher education in Behar.
For every college in the Calcutta University there
are 11 high schools while in Behar the proportion is
1 to 13 and in the Patna Division 1 to 14.

The raising of the standard of the University exa-
minations under the new regulations has filled the
minds of the people with grave apprehension, as it
may prove disastrous to the cause of higher educa-
tion in Behar by limiting its scope and prescribing
a test which it is believed may prove too drastic for
Beharce youths. To give practical shape and’effect
to the above views we have formulated a series of
proposals in the address to which we invite, Your
Honor's attention.

Public Services.

The very small number of Beharee officers in the
Executive and Judicihl Branches of the Provincial
Civil Services has been a standcng grievance to the
¢ducated Beharces, The number of Beharee Officers
is so small that one can harély realise it. The figures -
appended to this note leave o doubt, however, that
in the Provincial Civil Service Behar is very poorly
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and inadequately represented. These figures have
been compiled with great care and caution and their
verification has entailed an immense amount of
labour, due to the fact that the Civil List of these
Provinces does not indicate the nationality of Indian
Officers. It will be a useful reform if in future Civil
Lists the nationality of each Indian Officer is shown
and it will then be possible to form an accurate idea
of the relative strength of each community residing
in the Lower Provinces in the Public Services. The
suggestion may be carried out by showing against
the name of each Indian Officer the name of the
district of which he is a native. For all practical
purposes, however, the figures compiled by the me-
morialists may be taken to be fairly accurate. The
state of affairs disclosed is truly lamentable and un-
less it is remedied in the near future and the system
of recruitment is so altered as to render the conti-
nuance of the present state of things impossible, it
is to be feared that the dissatisfaction at present
existing in Behar will deepen before long into “dis-
content. Last year when the matter was brought to
Your Honor’s notice by the Behar Landholders’ Asso-
ciation, Your Honor was pleased to remark “that it
would Dbe well to sec how this system “works before
we proceed to change it."” Ve respectfully submit
that so far as we have been gble to give the matter
our very best consideration tlfe present system seems
to us to be little ctllculated to bring about the ideal
entertained by educated Beharees; namely, that all
the posts in the public Services of the Patna, Tirhut,
Bbagalpur and the Clhota Nagpur Divisions, open to
the natives of India, ( except the district of Manbhum
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in the last mentioned Division, which is purely a
Bengalee district), should be manned by Beharees
and by Beharees alone. This is the goal of our
ambition and we do mnot think that there
is anything wrong about an ideal, that all posts
which are open to Indians in DBehar should be
occupied by the children of the’ soil, and not by
natives of our Sub-provinces, which constitute with
the Behar Division of Patna, Tirhut, Bhagalpur and
Chhota Nagpur (minue Manbhum) the territorial
jurisdiction of the Lieutenant-Governor of the Lower
Provinces.

As regards the Provincial Executive Service and
the Subordinate Civil Service the discrepancy in the-
number of Beharees and non-Beharees appointed to
these services and the number of non-Heharees and
Beharees that ought to be appointed in proportion
to their respective populations, would continue to
increase, if the appointments are made as at present.
Under the rules in force each Commissioner of a
Division has to nominate one candidate and ‘the
Calcutta University four for the Provincial Service,
so that the two Commissioners in West Bengal vill
nominate two Bengalees and the Calcutta University
four Bengalees. The Commissioner of Chotta Nagpur
will oftener than not nominate a Bengalee for the
Beharees though numerically much stronger than the
Bengalees are by reason’ of their® backwardness less
influential in that Division to make their existence
felt, and the Commissioner o‘ Orissa either a Ben-
galee or an Oriya ; so that norrgally speaking eight
appointments will probably go to the Bengalecs as
against three to the Beharees by the Commissioners
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of Patna, Tirhut and Bhagalpur. Even these are not
certain, for only the other day, the Commissioner
of Bhagalpur nominated 2 so-called domiciled. Ben-
galee, one who did not even own a house in the
Division, and even this year two of the District offi-
cers in the Patna divisien had nominated Bengalees,
none of whom could lay preference to being domi-
ciled. It may be urged that besides these appoint-
ments, the Lieutenant-Governor has the right reserved
to him of making appointments of his own selection.
It is precisely here that our complaint is most acute.
Our complaint is that the Lieutenant-Governor being
placed all the year round amidst Bengalee surround-
ings, with Bengalee influence supreme around him,
cannot possibly divest himself of the influence
brought to bear upon him by the Bengalees. The
large number of appoimtments recently made on the
occasion of an increase in the cadre of these Services
is a most illustrative example of this. Forty appoint-
ments were made directly to the Provincial Execu-
tive Service but only 8 were given to the Behatees,
as against 16 that went to the Hengalees, that is to
say, the BDeharees got just half of what the Bengalees
goty*while they outnumber the Bengalee in popula-
tion by one-half. If these appointments had been
distributed according to population, the Beharees
would have got 18 and the Bengalees 6. The fate of
the Beharees was still more deplorable in the matter
of appointment tog the Subordinate Civil Servigg.
Out of a total of 57 appointments directly made,
only 13 were given to she Beharees, while 36 went
to the Bengalees, that®s to say, the Bengalees got
almost three times as many appointments as the
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Beharees, and it is useless to point out what the
respective number of appointments would have been
if the respective ratio in population had been kept
in view. Wae are sure that the Government do not
think that this is a fair proportion in which these
appointments ought to be divided between the Ben-
galees and the Beharces, We, therefore, beg to
suggest that the proportion should be fixed once
for all, in which these appointments are to be given
to the Bengalees and the DBeharees, respectively,
regard being had to the ideal of the Beharees referred
to above as to public services in the Behar Divisions
being entirely manned by the licharees alone, and to
work up to this ideal it may be good starting point
for the time being, if the Belharces were to share
thesc appointments equally with the Bengalees. We
do not even ask that the qualification shoutd be
lowered in their case ; if they are not able to produce
the uumber of graduates required to fill up this pro-
portion of appointments, they may be given to the
Behgalees, but as a matter of fact there is no dearth
of qualified graduates in Behar now, for in reply to
a question in the Council put by the Hon'ble Mr.
Sharfuddin it transpired that there were 72 Blharee
candidates, rall graduates, and all qualified for ap-
pointment as Deputy Magistrates, on the occasion
of the increase in the cadre, and out of whom only
8 were appointed as stated aboye.

It is all the more necessary t> fix the proportion,
as the fate of the Beharees in the Judicial Bianch of
the Provincial Service is éven worse than in the
Executive as will be apparenf from a glance at the
figures. There is only one Beharce Subordinate
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Judge.in the Service and not more than a seore of
Munsiffs and it is more difficult for us to exert our
jnfluenge on the High Court which has the disposa}.
of these appointments than on the Government itself.
If a proportion be fixed the High Court will be bound
to give us a certain number of appointments, other-
wise there is no hope for Beharees ever coming inta
line with the Bengalees in the Judicial Service. We
would also suggest that the number of Beharee Sub-
ordinate Judges may be increased by the direct ap-
pointment of .practising lawyers, to the post of Sub-
Judges. Such appointments are perfectly valid under.
the resolution of the Government of India on the
Public Service Commission and effect was given"tq
this Resolution some years back by the Government
of the United Provinces in the appointment of Rai
Bahadur Kuar Parma Nand as a Subordinate” Judge.

As regards ministerial appointments under. 'the
Court of Wards, in the Police, the Postal, the
Telegraph, the Railway service and other mingr
Departments of Government it ought to be laid down
by a circular addressed to all heads of offices that
preferepce ought to be given to the Beharees, other
qualifications being equal. A circular to that effect.
was issued by Sir Ashley Eden, but it is 'naw more
honoured in the breach than in the observance. And
what is necessary is that the principle enunciated by
the Government of Sir®Ashley Eden should be strictly
enforced. This princﬁ)le is* being enforced by the'
Government of Eastern Bgngal and Assam in favour
of the predominating Jfohammedan population of
that Province and there seems to be no reason why a
similar principle should not be folowed bv thg
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Government of Behar and West Bengal in favour of
the predominating Behaxee population, all the more
so, as the latter are a separate compact . people irtha-
hiting altogether a distinct province.

In regard to the appointment to the High Court
Bench itself there is a strong feeling that Behar should
be adequately represented. The Beharees have
noticed with great satisfaction.the appointment of
the Hon'ble Mr. Justice Sharfuddin, but there is rea-
son to think that he was appointed as a representa-
tive of the Musalman community of both the Pro-
winces under the jurisdiction of the Calcutta High
‘;ourz rather than of the Province of Behar alone.
It is, therefore, to be hoped that to give adequite
Tepresentation to Behar Your Honor would recom-
mend to the Government of India to be pleased to
make a rule that out of the Judgeships open to the
natives of India in the Calcutta High Court, one
should always be conferred upon a native of Behar,
who will represent the Province directly and nqt as a
representative of any particular religious community.

Beharees in the Public Services of the Lewer
Provinges on the 1st of January, 1908.

I. Executive BrancH,of the Pr.om'nc:'al Civil Service.
Deputy CoLLECTORS AN® MAGISTRATES,

Pay. gJotal No. No. of

Grade. Rs.  «f appts. Beharces,
18t ... B8oo 6 o

£and. .., 790 8 1
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s B00
s 500
ee 400
s = 300
. 250
es 200

Total

&

57 3
84 1z
87 7
50 8
63 8
375 39

Subqrdim te Civil Service.

Sus-Depury CoLLecTors & MAGISTRATES.

Ggade.

1st

2nd
qrd
4th
5th

Pay.

Rs.
250
200

175
150
100

Total

-Total No. No. of
of appts. Beharees.

9 z

28 4

54 5

54 5

88 2

233 18

I1. Judicial Branch of the Provincial Service.

Grade.

1st
2nd
3rd

Pay.

Rs.
| ]
oor I,Q90

800
6oo

Total

SuBorpINATE JuDGES.

Total No. No. of
of appts. Beharees.
8 o
17 o
16 1
61 X
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Mugisires;.
Pay. TotalNo.  No, of
Grade, Rs. of appts,  Behareos.
st o 400 93 ' 2
and e 390 89 8
3rd e 350 94 8
4th ‘e 200 41 5
Total ... 318 23
Provincial Educational Service,
Pay, Total No. No. of
Grade, Rs. .of appts.  Beharees.
1st «:s 700 4 o
2nd ... 6oo 7 o
3rd «s 500 8 o
4th ves 400 b §1 o
5th e 350 13 X
6th < 300 18 b {
7th «e 250 26 3
8th ws 200 40 a
Total ... 127 [
Provincial Police Services.
Derputy SuperINTENDENT oF Povrics.
Pay. Total No. No. of
Gpade. Rs. of appts. Beharees,
1st 500 i o
“2nd ves, 400 o
Ard <+ 300 4 o
4th wes 250 9 3
Total ... a0 3
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InseecEoRS pF PoLICE,
Pay,  Total Neu No. of

Grade Rs. of'appts.  Beharees.
1st e M50 13 4
ind s’ :00 ,SJ 8
“Tetal ... 65 12

Territerial Redistribution.

It had been felt-for a long time both by the Go-
vetnment and by the public that the Commissioner-
ship of Patna, which in point of population was even
a heavier charge than tife Bombay Presidency proper
and which required for its control two Commis-
sioners, would be better administered if it were divi-
ded into two Commissionerships, We are glad'te
find that the Secretary of State has recently samc~
tioned the scheme submitted by Your Honor's Go-
vernment to the Government of India for the crea-
tion of a new Commissionership—Tirhut with its
head-quarters at Muzafferpore, comprising the four
districts of the Patna Division to the north of the
Ganges. It is no doubt a matter of sincere gratifi-
catioh that in carrying out- this important adminis-
trative change, the Government have had the sup-
port of public opinion in Behar, as represented by
the Beharee newspaper, which is the accredited ex-
ponent of public opinion ingyBehar,and the pnhhc
associations, but weghink it our bounden duty m
this connection to bring it to Your Honor's notice
that there is a lurking #pprehension in certain im-
portant quarters in tMe districts that will constitute
the Tirhut Division, that it is ppssible that in the
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new Commisaionenhi;’ the Planting Commay will
be able to acquire undue influence in most 'public
matters and that the Beharees may be at some dis-
advantage in several matters, principally im those
of representation to the District Boards and the Pro~
vincial Council. Many of the members of this depu-
tation, who belong to the districts of the new Divi-
sion, apprehend that in the matter of the election
to the Provincial Council and the like, as is actually
the case in the composition of the District Boards
in the districts of the Tirhut Division, the Beharees
rua the risk of being swamped by the Planting Comm
munity, who by reason of their better organisation
wield considerable influence in that part of the Pro-
vince. Their apprehensions find support in certain
incidents which occurred last year in the matter of
the election of a representative from the District
Boards of the Patna Division, incidents which may
not be unknown to Your Honor. We have, there-
fore, thought it incumbent upon us to state the ap-
prehension of our North Behar friends frankly to
Your Honor, in the hope that things will be so satis-
factorily arranged that in matters in which a con-
flict of interest is likely to arise, the Beharees ok the
Tirhut Division may have no cause hereafter to
regret their having supported the Government in
establishing the new Division. And in this connec-
tion we have made some suggestions in the address
along with others, relating to 'Qur claims in regard
10 representation in, the Council.

As pertaining to the Tehut Commissionership
we wonld like to draw Your Hbnor's attention to the
question of the exchange between theSitamarhi ‘Sub-
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division of the MozaHerpore district and the Samas-
tipore Sub-division of the Durbhanga district. Rail-
way communication at present between Sitamarhi
and Mazafferpore is by a long tedious route which has
to pass through Durbhanga whereas Samastipore is
pretty nearly equidistant from both Mozafferpore
and Laheriaserai, the head-quarters of the Dur-
bhanga district. It entails at present great hard-
ship on the bulk of the people in the Sitamarhi Sub-
division to come to Mozafferpore for the transaction
of business. Unless therefore direct Railway com-
munication between Mozalferpore and Sitamarhi be
within the range of early accomplishment, it seems
 us desirable in public interest to transfer the
Sitamarhi Sub-division to the Durbhanga district
and to give to the Mozafferpore district the Samasti-
pore Sub-division in exchange.

We shall now draw Your Honor's attention to
the desirability of transferring the Palamau district
of the Chota Nagpore Division to the newly consti-
tuted Patna Division. This matter was dealt with
at some length in the representation of the Bebhar
Landholders’ Association which was recently sub-
mitted to Your Honor’s Government on the question
of the partition of the Patna Division, and as the
matter is one of great importance to the people of
the Palamau district, we makegno apology for repro-
ducing here the pasgpges from the letter of the Behag
Landholders’ Association and bminging them once
again before Your Hondl's atténtion.

“The Committee a® of opinion that the Govern-

ment may as well take advantage of the proposed
partition to make some gerrtorish redistriputign
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between the Patna afid the Chota Nagpore Divisions
and the suggestion that the Committee beg leave to
offer is that the Government should attach the
Palamau district of the Chota Nagpere Division to
the Patna Division. The Committee have reasons
to believe that the people of Palamau will welcome
the proposed transfer as they have more than once
approached the authorities with the request that the
Civil and Criminal administration of their district
be placed in subordination to that of the authorities
administering the Gaya district. The reason why
the people of Palamau favour this charge is that
whereas Daltonganj, the head-quarters of the Pala-
mau district, is connected by Railway with Gaya
and Patna, Ranchi the head-quarters of the Chota
Nagpore Division is far-off and though now connect-
ted by rail it still entails a long and a tedioue
journey from Daltonganj. Moreover, the transfer
of Palamau to the Patna Commissionership will in-
crease the number of districts in the Patna Commis-
sionership to four, which will then consist of the
same number of districts as the Commissionerships
of Tirhoont, Chota Nagpore and Bhagalpore, leaving
out of account the Darjeeling district of the last
mehntioned Commissionership as it is geographically
not a part of Behar. Our proposal will also relieve
to a fair extent the authorities of the Chota Nagpore
Division, the area of which is 27,101 square miles
and which in point of area is the largest Commis-
sionership urder the Government of the Lower Pro-
vinces. Further a reference to the MNistrict Gazetteer
af Palamau published by the Government will show
that it is in every gespect a Behar district. It is
stated in the Guazettcer that the great majority of the
people of Palamau (no less than §3 ﬂeE ceng Speak
the dialects of Btharee Hindee, known as Bhojpuri
and Maghee, both of which #e the current languages
of Behar Districts of Shaha®ad and Gaya, which
surround Palamau. For the reasons stated abeve it
~ < .
seems desirablego the Cgmmittee that the Government
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should take advantage of the' proposed -partition
of the Patna Division to make this territorial
redistribution, which seems calculated to induce in
every way to efficiency in- administration and to
public interest in general."”

Lastly, we have to bring to Your Honor's notice,
the great hardship that the Beharees residing in the
Deoghur and Rajmehal Sub-divisions of the Santhal
Perganahs District have been suffering for many
years past, by reason of these tracts being adminis-
tered as non-regulation areas on account of their
being included in the Santhal Perganahs .District
and the extreme desirability of these two Sub-divi-
sions being transferred to the Monghyr and Bhagal-
pore districts, respectively. The suggestion that we:
make to Your Honor does not refer to the Govern-
ment estate of Daman-i-Koh, which is included in
the Rajmahal Sub-division,

We respectfully submit that there can be no
valid excuse for not transferring these portions of
the Santhal Perganahs to the Regulation districts.
In Deoghur, out of a total population of nearly
300,000, the Santhal population is but 16,000: in
Rajmehal Sub-division (minus the Governmeat Es-
tate of Daman-i-Koh) out of a total population of
115,000, the Santhal population is only about 23,000.
It can not be said that these tracts now fulfil the
condition which was, originaldy laid down in the
Preamiie of th#Act which constituted the Santhal
Perganahs District, »iz,, that it *was expedient to
remove from the operalon of the general Laws
“the District called D®man-i-Koh and other dis-
tricts inhabited printipally,” by the Banthals. It ia
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no longer true that dhese tracts are inhabjted prin-
¢ipally by the Santhals, when the ratio of the San-
tha! population to the general population in the
case of Deoghur is as one to twenty, and in the
case of Rajmehal (minns the Daman-i-Koh,) as one to
five. As a matter of fact, there is considerably lar-
ger Santhal population in several RegulationDis-
tricts than in Deoghur and Rajmehal Sub-divisions
(ninws the Daman-i-Koh); Bankura has a Santhal
population of about 110,000, Midnapore has a San-
thal population of about 130,000, Birbhum hasa
Santhal population of about 34,000, Maldah has a
Santhal population of about 20,000, as against 16
and 23 thousands of Deoghur and Rajmehal (minus
the Daman-i-Koh estate) respectively; and in the
face of these figures, we submit that the Government
bhas but two alternatives, either to de-regulationise
Bankura, Midnapur, Birbhum and Maldah or to regu-,
lationise Deoghur and Rajmehal. We therefore
propose that (1) the Rajinchal Sub-division (minus
the Government estate of Daman-i-Koh) and includ-
ing the town of Sahebganj which contains not a
single Santhal, be transferred from the Santhal Per-
ganas District to the Bhagalpur district and ¢onsti-
tuted a Sub-division of the latter district, and the
Ggevernment Estate of Daman-i-Koh in Rajmehal be
transferred to the Godda Sub-division of the Santhal
Perganahs District. Rhis, it is presumed, will lead to
the rapid growth of the manufagturing and commer-
cial town of Sahebganj, and to a decided improve-
ment in the old historical tdwn of Rajmehal; (ii) the
Sub-division of Deoghur b& transferred from the
Santhal Perganahs District to the District of Monghyr,
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thus removing the causes which retard the commercial
development of the Sub-division and also the develop+
ment of Deoghﬂ?'. as a sanitarium. It will be seen that
no interference is proposed to be made with the
Government Estate of Daman-i-Koh, which is par
excellence the Santhdl Country, which was a trust
property, and was in fact assumed by the Govern-
ment for the purpose of safeguarding the interests of_
Santhals and of which the boundaries were rectified
in the seventies with a view to include all outlying
Santhal population in the tract,

It has been said for several years past whenever
the question of improvement in the administration
obthe Santhal Perganahs District has been brought
forward that the matter is under the consideration of
Government, but so far there has been no visible
result of this prolonged consideration. We take it
that when any tract of country is de-regulationised
the aim ought to be to bring itinto line with regula-
tion districts as soon as possible. The deregulatiogi-
sation cannot and ought not to be a permanent in-
cidence of the administration for all time to come,
and after fifty years of de-regulationisation it must
be presumed that parts of Santhal Perganahs, ii.nut
the whole district, ought to be well on 4ts way to
assume the normal condition of a regulatien district.
As a corollary to our suggestjon for the transfer of
the Rajmehal Sub-division \J!lh' Sahebganj to the
Bhagalpore district #d the Deoghur Sub-division to
the Monghyr district we ould suggest that the Djs-
trict and Sessions Judg ol Bhagalpore be relieved
of the judicial charge of the Monghyr district and
the latter with the Deoghur Sub-divigjon transferred
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to. it shonld be consfituted an A class district under
a District and Sessions Judge of its own.

Administration- of Justice in the
Santhal Perganahs.

‘The administration of civil justice in the Santhal
Perganahs, we respectfully submit, is in a very un-
satisfactory condition. Civil justice in this district
is administered by Sub-divisional officers who
are generally members of the executive branch of
the Provincial Civil Service, These are mostly un-
familiar with intricate questions ‘of Hindu and
Muhammedan Law which frequently rise in civil
cases. They are also unfamiliar with the law'of
Civil Procedure, as they have absolutely no training
in Civil Law. Nor have these officers any impetus
or inducement to acquire a knowledge of civil law,,
as any such knowledge or training, which they mayp.
acquire in the Santhal Perganahs, is of no use to
tkem when they are transferred from the district.
Moreover the work in their hands is onerous and
multifarious and they can devote at present very
little time to their work as civil officers, which in
stself is a cause of great harassment to parties in
civil cases.” To remedy this state of affairs we would
respectfully urge that in the reconstituted Santhal
Pﬁg{nahs the propgpals made by us in the memorial
be adopted.

N#})ﬂ-—
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REPLY TO THE ADDRESS.

His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor in reply saids

ManarAIA BAHADUR AND GENTLEMEN,

I thank you for the address to which we
have just listened and to which I propose to
reply as briefly as possible. At the same
time I must take up the subjects discussed
in regular succession; and with some of
them I rhust deal fully.

You first of all direct my attention to the
fact that this address is presented by a depu-
talion representing all classes of the people
in the province of Behar, and, that it is not
linfited to one class or one special interest
but includes all. The three leading public
Associations of Behar, acting in concert and
co-operation with one agother, have got up
this address; and you congratulate youra.
selves heartily on fhe spirit of unity which
prevails. This is mdeed & matter for sincere

congratulation; and I earnestly trust that
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the value which ydu seexf to attach to such
concert and co-operation” will tend to' pre-
serve among you the spirit of unity and
concord. It is a miserable thing when the
community is broken up into sects and
cliques, when different classes seek each its
own interests, and when the common wel-
fare of the people is forgotten. In all com-
munities there are apt to arise elements of
discord. I know enough of you to know
that there are elements of discord among
younow. I am glad that hitherto they
have not been able to make themselves very

“much felt; and I trust that you will regard
as an enemy of the community the man who
sety class against class and endeavours ‘to
disturb its peace and harmony.

I thank you for the remarks you have
made regarding the termination of my office
in this province ; and in this connection I
think it right to say one word of explanation.
When it suddenly came to',my knowledge
that a memorial“was in circulation for the
extention of my tenure ofjoffice, and that it
had been signed by hundreds of signatories
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in this part of the provinde, I felt compelled
to interfere. I sent for one or two of your
leaders and explained to them that I regard-
ed it as very undesirable to have such a
memorial signed and submitted. My reasons
were mainly two. The first was a personal
one : that my service in India has been long
enough and must come to a close. I am far
indeed from being glad to leave India. It
is a subject of deep regret; but what I
-recognise with regret is the undoubted fact
that the time has come when it is necessary
for me to leave, and when it is really impos-
sible for me to continue to serve any longer.
The second objection that 1 had to the me-
marial was of a public character. I qu-ité
believe that there are very many whose
feelings to me are of the most friendly
character, and who would desire that the
tenure of my office should be prolonged ; but
I know also that there are others who hold
exactly the opposite vien? 1 do ot think it
would be fair to have a igemorial widely
circulated and signel in favour of an exten-
tion of service, unless tliose Lolding the
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opposite view had knjopportunity ‘of express-
ing their opinion ; and I think it wotld be
most undesirable to call upon them to do so.
Under these circumstances it seemed to me
that no such memorial ought to be. got up
in regard to a Lieutenant-Governor’s term
of office. My friends whom I invited to
discuss the question with me agreed, though
not without reluctance, in accordance with
my views, to withdraw the memorial from
circulation. At the same time I do not.
forget the kindliness of the intention,

You refer next to the Manifesto which
was presented to me on Tuesday last, and
which expresses the sentiments of the people
of Behar in regard to the present political
situation. You have already said in that
Manifesto all that is required in regard to
the situatiou; and I have expressed to you
my views.. We are therefore set free from
the discussion of that subject on the present
occasion ; and you confite yourselves to
certain questiong affecting the well-being of
the province of Behar. “You certainly have
givenme a véry full statement of your views
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in regard to them. You de¥ them forth in
‘considerable - fullness in your address; and
you have appended to it -a series of notes
containing a detailed discussion of each of
the subjects referred to. I think that your
Address and the Appendix to it will be of
great value to me and to my successor, as
.expressing {ully and clearly so much that is
in your mind in regard to what you call
your “grievances, needs and aspirations” and
T am sure that your views will receive at
the hands of Government careful and favour-
able consideration. I shall briefly refer to
these points in succession.

First of all you draw attention to the
representation of Behar in the Provincial’
Legislative Council. You regard that as
quite ipadequate; and you express the hope
that, in the scheme for the expansion of the
Legislative Council, there may be perma-
nently provided a more adgquate represen-
tation of this part®of the province. You
will easily understand that it is not possible
for me to give you atgf definite assurance at
the present time as to what precise form
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the expansion of the Legislative Council of
Bengal will take. The matter is still under
the consideration of the Government of
India ; and I .cannot say any thing definite
ebout it. I am quite safe, however, in say-
ing that there will undoubtedly be local re-
presentation secured by representatives being
sent from each division of the province, and
that the representation of particular classes
will also receive careful attention. What
you have put forward as being your view-ef
what ought to be scems therefore, generally
speaking, very likely to be realised.

In this connection you refer to the repre-
sentation of the European planting commu-
‘nity on the District Boards in the Tirhoot.
Division. I am glad to note the kindly
spirit and the reasonable language in, which
this matter is brought to my notice. I have
obtained the figures; and I certainly agree
with you that the matter requires considera-
tion. I bhave very little" doubt that in the
past it has been a very great advantage to
you to have on yo}{ District Boards so
wmany men with thorough busingss capacity,
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with a knowledge of the 1013 try, and.with a
devotion to its interests. aresay that you
have found that association with them has
been in many ways conduciveto your education
in Local Self-Government. But it is certain-
ly desirable that the interests with which
the work of the District Boardsis concerned
should be represented on the Boards with
some degree of reasonable proportion.

You next suggest that Patna should be
treated as the second capital of this province,
on the analogy of Lucknow in the United
Provinces ; that the Provincial Legislative
Council might be held by turns in Calcutta
gnd in Patna ; and that the Lieutenant-Go-
vernor should stay in Behar for three or
four months in the year. In this last request
you ask too much. No Lieutenant Gover-
nor cbduld give so long a time to Patna. But
as you know, I have a very strong. convic-
tion that it is essential for the Lieutenant-
Governor to stayfor somé period in Patna
every year. It was impossible for the Lieu-
tenant-Governor to hpcome a.cquaiuted with
Behar under the oldesystem when he could
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onlystay here ap the Commissioner's guest.
Many generations of Commissioners of Divi-
sions in Behar have been well known for
their hospitality ; but it was clearly unbe-
coming that, when the Lisutenaat-Governor
felt that he ought to settle down for a time
in Behar and make himself acquainted with
the peopleand the circumstances of the place,
he should be only able to do so by settling
himself down in the Commissioner’s house.
Realising this I acquired the Chhajubagh
House, a house of historical interest and
suitable for a residence for the Lieutenant-
Governor. The Government of India ap-
proved of my proposal to acquire the house;

and they approved of it on the ground that,
in their view as in mine, it was dlstmctly
desirable that the Lieutenant-Governor
should make a practice of residing in Patna
for som2 little time at least once a year.
This decision will influence my successor as
it has influenced'me ; and you will always
have the advantage of the Lieutenant-Go-
vernor visiting Patnasgvery year, dnd settl-
ing down for a time to make himself
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acquainted with its cirfumstances. This, I
believe, will be a great advantage.to you, for
it will bring you and the whole of Behar
into touch with the Head of the Govern-
ment. It will also be of great value to him
as giving him opportunities of making him-
self acquainted with this part of his provitce.

On the other hand I do not see that
there would really be any great advantage
to you from the meeting of the Legislative
Council at Patna; and there is no doubt
that a meeting here would cause on the
whole more inconvenience to the members
generally, both official and non-official, than
a meeting in Calcutta, and more expense in
travelling allowance. At the same time, it
is within the power of the Lieutenant-
Governor to appoint the place for holding
a fneeting of the Bengal Council ; and if at
any time, owing to his being im residence
here or from any other cause, it seems to
be of advantagg to holdfa meeting at Patna,
there is no objection to doing so.

The next subjegh which' you take up is
the employment af Beharees in the public
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service. Thisis a pu ject of the very great-
est importance; and" as you know it has
engaged my attention for a long time. There
has been of late some considerable improve-
ment in regard to the amount of attention
which the claims of Beharees have received
in connection with the public service. But
as you have clearly pointed out things are
very far from being iu a satisfactory condi-
tion in respect of this matter at the present
moment. 1t is essential that the matter
should continue to receive the most earnest
attention from the Government and that the
improvement effected in some departments
should be extended to others. In the pro-
vincial service, the system of recruiting by
divisions sccures the recognition of local
claims. This must result in time in Behar
having nearly all that it can. Certain points
may require attention, but on the whole the
system will automatically work out in time
a wonderful changes It is neccssary that
some such system should be introduced in
the other great departmgnts. I havi had
the opportunity during thig visit of discussing
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the matter again ’# ¢ two day’s con-
ference with all the Collectors of the Patna
Division and several officers of the Judicial,
Public Works and Education Dspar‘l‘:ments,
besides the Heads of several Departments
whom I had invited to meet me for the
purpose. I hope that the result of this
discussion, and of the representation which
you have made, will be the issue of orders
that will in time fully remedy the state of
affairs at present existing. We must not
expect to change all this in a few days. The
condition into which the matter has been
allowed to drilt in Behar cannot be set
right by a stroke of the pen. At the same
time instructions should issue, and will issue,
the consistent observance of which ought to
remedy the wrongful neglect of Beharce
interests which has undoubtedly charac-
terised the past.

I most certainly think that in engineer-
ing and medicire prcfefcnce should, as you
requgst, be given to Behayee graduates for
appointments in Bthar. T am also clearly
of opinion that tfe Proviucial Civil Service
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and the Judicial Sgryice ought in Behardto
be manned almost, if not quite exclusively,
by Beharees, and that we ought to keep
that ideal before us in the rules we make
in regard to appointments tothese Services.
I shall carefully consider what further
modifications of the rules for appointment to
the Provincial Service are required with a
view to give full effect to these views. The
matter of appointments to the Judicial Ser-
vice rests with the High Court; but I am
glad to be able to inform you that the
Hon’ble Judges, as might have been ex-
pected, are sympathetic with you in your
desire to secure the recognition of your
reasonable claims aud are anxious to do
justice to the people of Behar. Action will
also be taken in regard to the Education,
Police, Opium, Post Office, Court of Wards
and other departments to which you refer.
I do not think that it is either necessary or
advisable for me to state to-day precisely
the lines on which I propose to issue ins-
tructions in regard to .the Departidicnts
under my own control.  These instructions



