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DUBlRG the last forty or Iift:Y. years an immense 

wealth of facts, previously nnuceriained, .has been 

amassed within t~e provinces of o.rCluoology, philo­

logy, and goology. By inference from thete, and! 

by reasonillg upon the data furnished by.them, thet 

oom~tion is arrived at that man made his first 

appearanCE' upon the earth very many ages ago, 
• 

dunng a period of time when probably the pnysical 

conditions of tbe world were in import.a.nt respects 

considerably different from those whic~ obtain at 

fresent. 

So far, also, 88 can be <judged from these materials, 

the hnma.n race at its commencement was in the 

lowest conceivable condition of civilization. Ita 
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irogress upwartil! to that state of Colmparatively 

advanced culture, which is observed to generally 

'pl'6vail at the. daWD of history, W'.l.St probably 

havp pa8f'ed through ,t least three or four principal 

well-marked 08tageS. 

It is almost stating an axiom to 811.y that human , 
life can only be maintained by the continued use 

and .. ~nsumption of mAterial products of Nature, 

prepared, ,fashioB.ed, and modIfied for the pU.''Pose . . 
.by the application of human labour and skill 

MO~VCl'. during man'a lowest or lea.st developed 

.stage of ciyilization the animals and vegetables 0:1 

which he feeds are both alike in a wild cond~~~on; 

he has not yet succeeded in domesticating either. , 
The instruments, also, by which he catches and 

battles with the one, and gatherB or roots up the 

other. are rude and inefficient-wooden clubs, bows 

with flint-tipped arrows, creeper-made cords, springes 

of fibre. stone-flakes, and such like things. Hia cloth­

ing is furnished from the skins of the bt:aats which 

be slays. His !1welling is a cave, or other natural 
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shelter, supplemented by branches 01 trees, sk:i.na, and 

clay or swnework. His fire, if tiny, is produced· in 

a most laborious manner by friction. The family 

b'l'OUP is the limit of bis socie~; and it is not ioo 
much to say that under the foregoing conditions 

the daily subsistence and p1"Ql.ection of that group i::; 
• • 

only ensured by the incessant labour and anxious 
• 

attention of every member of it,- male and feIUQle 

In this state of things it is obvio1fs there is little 

to favour improvement. The manner of life is 

necessarily erratic. As the jungle gets exl.usted' 

of its edibie products, and the wild animals are 

killeff"'"down before their human persecutor, he mWit 

move on to new grounds. There is douJi.ler.a ltnity 

of purpose and ro-operation inside each family 

circle. The father and the mother fight the battle 

of life for their progeny, as the lion e.nd lioness 

for their cubs; and tbe children, as floon as may . 
be, participate with th'W in the fltruggle. Collateral 

descendants from a. near common ancestor, or even 

wifc-connectioDs, may G3Dletimes be Ulc1uded in tbR 
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~oommunity. Bat all others are enemiea--little 

better, if at all, than the bee.sts ()f the forest-com­

petitors for th& necessaries of existence, and there­

fore to be avoided, kept at a. distance, destroyed. . , 
From such. ciroumstances &"lsued chronic hostility 

to all outsiders, as well c88 exigencies of seIf~de!ence, 

which" gradually: though perhaps very slowly, led 
, 

to . thE." aggregation of familieR of the 8O.me blood 

into tril¥ls. 

There seems gooo. reason to believe that for many 

cages Man lived, ~p8.l'flE."ly scattered over the far.l." 

·of the earth, very much in the manlIer just Rt ... 

rempted to be sketched. Small tribes of hbnters, 

skin-clad tLnd ill-armed, wandered from place 1;.") 

place, winning by their own strong anns a. hard and 

precarious subsistence from the forest and the plain . 
• 

Evidently, the greater. the advance made by 

any tribe through the means of superior intelligence 

!Lnd physique, and the improvement of arms, and 

the greater, con~P.qllE."ntly. its success in WM and 

the chaae, the larger in proportion would be the 
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extension ~f its hunting.pUlldo "'" the diminu­

tion of any other outside population. 

For any further material progress. of civilization 

the introduction of a new element is required, and 

apparently this first C8.IQe in the shape pf domesti­

cated sheep !lnd oxen. With this addition the 

hunter becamE> changoo into the l;asl;oral noinad ; 

th'} Uleans of subsistence was bQ.tter assured i l~ftl 

was less bard; the idea of property d~ve1oped' 

itself; thero grew to be those wlli had much­

many cattle-and those wbo, having little Qr no­

thing, necessarily become attached, as dqpendents, 

to th~ who had. The care of flocks and herds 

gave rise to the relation of rooster and. acrvJUl~ 

owner and dependent.-8uperioT and inferioT. Small 

craftt: sprang ont of the needs of cattle-tending, 

the requirements of the camp, and the textile 

capabilities of wool The wcidental manual labour 

fell 10 the dependent lnd the younger members 

of tbe pastoral group; the superintendence and 

control to the family chief i and the differentiation 
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o~·the propertylf88 work~ from thE' leisured capi­

talist commenced. 

It :is worth ..,hile to compare for a moment the 

two stages of human culture which have just been 

touched uppn. 

In the hunter stage man only barely manages 

to appropriate such and so much of the products 

of nature (or in o~cr words, materials not produced 

or modified 4Y hurneD agency) us be needs for 

existence, and 1.0 more; and the attainment of this 

end calls for the unintermittcnt exertion of pl:ysical 
• 

labour 'Yld anxious care on the patt of every 

member of the hunting society. 

By the advance to the pastoral stage man's 

dominion over natural products is llU'gcly u.xtcnrled . 

Better and more plentiful food, grc.'l.t1y improved 

clothing and articles of various degrees of fabrica­

tion enormously amcliorute his condition of. life, 

and conduce to his welfn:re. Yet the 1o.oour re­

quisite for these results is sufficiently flll'Dished 

hy a portion only of the community; and 
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proprieto~, Be dilltiDgui.a~ed 0019 Don-proprietors,-, 

are at least partially relieved from it. 

A third great step in the cqurae of human 

progress is distingtriahed by- the cultivation of , 
cereals, whicb obvioualy necessitates \he more or 

less permanent sojourn (Jf the cultivatmg com­

munity in (Jne plo.ce, the prehension and clearing 

of a definite tract of b'l'OUDd, and some communal . . 
arrangements for tilling and depaJlturing. it. Out 

of these eircumstD.nccs grows a viltage organization 

embracing illd~pcDdelJt households and characteriZ8!l 

by differen.oos in social status, privilege. a,pd occupa­

tioJJ ~ Wi~h the nncestol'8 of the peoples who are 

the principal subject of the following pll.pet'S, there , 
is in the cultivating group the leading man of the 

COt:lIDunity, or village chief, baving his share of the , 
communnl land, and mamtained in a position of 

pre-eminence, authc.rity, and leisure by the variously 

rendered setViee of the other m.em bers of the com­

mune; there is the depocitary and expounder of 

U!reDlonial rules and observances, who has simil&r 
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'advantages. onlYr>lese in l1iegree; there i!J the hus­

lmDdman cultivating his plo~ and dischargin~ ·his 

measure of duty. to tlle chief; and the craftsman. 

no longer an ingredient in each family, but become ., 
by diviaioQ of labour~ a ,distinct entity of the 

village. 'excbanges the results of his bandywork 
, 

and st>ecially ar-quired skill againat a 6hare of the 

produce on the t.hreshing-fioor of his nelghboul'lJ. 

In ~arding a social system of this kind one 

~t fail to"reoogniae the great advance which 

hal b;een made upon the preceding stages in the 

economic , application of human labour ,Bnd intelli­

gence to the reducing of natural products iob pos­

session, and the manufacturing or adaptation of them , 
to the use of man. The aggregate of the articles 

brought within the reach of mau aud mnde available 
• 

for his uae and requirements is greatly huger in 

proportion tp the numbers of tile community than 

it was under either of the preeedin~ conditione 

of life. This tt.~'1'egu.te-in modp.rn phraseology the 

wealtb of the community-is distributed by a 
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process of e;x:cha.n~, which may be deemed in • 

certAin sense the beginning. of trauc, but which yet. 

is not trade. The cultivator, the miller, the car­

penter, the potter, the weaver, ellch does his part; 

in maintaining the out-turu of usable. ,products, 

raw and manufactured, and :;0 fa.r as he produces 
• 

:n cxccss of hi'! own household's wants he does so 

for the benefit of his neighbours,oll the understood 

but Hot expressed consideration of geU;ing in return 

for it shares of ' their l'C.'1peetivc pl'OclUetions. 

It is especiRlly to be olJaerved that in ita earliest 

form this peculiar sort of bartcr is regulated by 

custom, aud ie not a system of bargaining. It 

may be conceive(l of as haviug grown nat.llrally out 

of the prior order of things. Antecedent to the 

tilDes 9f the village settlement, tho!<e members of 

the nomad family group, who dit! the weaving. or 

the carpentering, or the tent-work, or kept up the 

cattle furniture, &c., simply pcrfonned the tasks 

,·rhieh fell to them in ordiilary course, aUil par­

ticipated each according to h is .. /atus in the 

b 
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cbtnmunity of !roOds, which was the product of their • • 

joint labours. After t~e cultivating settleweut h811 

come into being, the tilling of the soil and the 

various a.rtizan crafts became, J'robably by a slow , 
process of.grwlual chll.nge"tbe seplI.ra.te occupations 

of indePendent households; but the old family prin­

ciple only thereby experienced a new development: 

each occupation '\VII.8 "directed to and limited by the 

wants ,of the ,whole vill~e, and each craftsman in 

return for the "results of his labour Q.lld akill in. hi.'i 

own, specialty received a. cusoomary shl.OM of all 

the o~er villa~"ers' protIuctiOllS. The miller, for 

example, ground the cum of the \'illage clucf, antI 

perhaps of the religious teacher, or wistIom man, , 
upon an obligation of duty to a. superior; he gt'Oulld 

the corn of the wlI.t.chman in retul'll for the benefit 
, 

of his service; of the potter for the needful SUPII}Y 

or cooking and domestic vesscls; uf the cultivakr 

for an ascertained qunntit! of grain at harvest time. 

In like manllcr the cultivator oontributed a. share 

of the protluce of his threshing-floor to tbe chif'f 
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and other .privileged pel'8ons of ~e village (if 

any) 88 a duty, to the watcllman in return for his 

service, to thtl barber for his shaving, to the Dlilltll' 

for his grinding; while the barber on his pa~ 
• 

shaved the miller's ho.sehold for his· g~ding, 

Um carpenters for a port..io~ of the grain which 

the latter earned from tIle cultivators. And the 

othel" links of the village nexus, If pUl'Sucd, yield 

a repetition of UJese illustrations. 

It is a principnl feuture of tlJis form of primi. 

tive village commuDism that the just--meuti"ned 

interchange of benefits 01' distrilmtioll uf com­

mooiticlI i<I not eflectcd through nny process of 

competition, but is regulated by custom, ,hir-h. JD 

case ef question, is detel'minoo cithel' by the village 

cbi{,! ruone, or by a yillugc at.sembly, 

And tJIC spirit of enmity to nll outsideI'8, which 

marked alike the lJuJlb.~r's fawily and the nomad 

{'tunp. animated in a still gl'eo.ter d',gree, if possible, 

{'ach sepaNlte village society. Except so far as 

community of bleod, or other st.tong influence, 

b 2 
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favoured the ~ defensive combination. of villages 

~"8inst common dangers, and so led pmctica1ly to 

an enlargement of the commonwealth, each village 

qommunity stood alc;>ne, se1f-Buffic.ient and UD­

yieldi~g fn its hostility to all that lay outaide its 

own pale. 

These two early communistic principles, last 

mentioned, bav", sul'Vived very persistently into 

the later 8~es of society j and their infiuenor. 

can be unm~takably traced in the land-economics 

of modern Europe. 

The -hostility, in particular, ripening p-vl!r.tually 

into militancy (to use an apt term of Mr. Herbert 

Spence~8), was the means of bringing about the 

next great chlUlge in tbe evolution of human society. 

The individual primitive man, in like manner, as 
• 

he killed and eat such wild animals a.e he could 

reach and overcome, appropriated, without being 

troubled by any notions' of right and wrong in the 

matter, the goode of such men as he encountered 

outAide hie own circle a.nd was able to overpower. 
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The one was as legitimate prey as tile other. And. 

the combined force of the villnge, undeI the leader­

ship of its chief, or perhaps II. member of biB 

fa.m.ily. naturally acted in ~ similar way towaris 

ot.her villages.. From this root sprang tJre ,d,omina­

tion of a 1Jghtjng class OVpl an Ilggregntioll of 

villages, and so initiated the formation and growth 
• 

of political commuuities; while ebe acquisition of 

the better weapons and other advantages tending .. 
to tb,e increase of physical force, led in the en<l to 

tbe ditfllSion IlJld prec.lominance of the strtn.lger 

peoples. II.lld to the development of nationid fecling 

and pOwer as we 3ee it, manifested in history. 

How remote from the present times .. w~ the 

apparent beginning of the human race, from which 

the fur-.l6'Oing. in large measure ima.ginary,.course of 

evolution ha.s been followed, can ouly be realized 

Ly brietly pru;sing under review so much, lit.tle 

though it be, 83 is known of the successions of 

JUOll which have since occl.llTe(l 

Tne long series of ages which ill geology is 
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termed the p:hlistocene period of the ·emb's his­

tory, is, it need hardly be rema.rked. distinguished 

from tho periods which preceded it by the circUlD­

a$ance that a very la~ proportioll of all the species 

of ma.mmals prevalent dhring its currency have 

remained unchanged, to the present day, and are 

at this time flouri~lling contemporaneously with 

man on the fatt' of the globe. And only on~ 

specie!t' of m~mmal,l nnmely, the AfriC!l.n hippopo-
• 

tamns, out of those few which survived from an 

earlil!r period into the pleistocene ptriou, has 

succeedl!d in maintaining its 1'1ace ill the ter­

restrial fauna unller the existin~ ordcr of things. 

Moreove, no traccs of man have yet been found 

wbich can certainly be attributed to any earlier date. 

And it t~erefore seems a fair inference to concluue 

that previously to the commencement of the pleisto­

cene period the conditions of life on the globe were 

• IS will be IleeU th.t in tho .hort 8\ll"YtJ of g&Ologi~ 'uu,l 
ethDologieal f~tII which b.eno. follows, tho vi,,_ of ProfeMOr 

Boyd DI;wtm. and or thb late M. Paul Broca, hPove been adopted. 
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not such ftS to favour the exiatcnc@ of man, ~'hi1e 

during that period conditions which suited a In.rgc 

number of the present contemporaries of the human 

mammal wou1d probabJy Qffer no ohstacle to ltia 

appcnranca 

The nvn.il(l.1Jle geological. cvidrmce bcming on 

Lile point seelns to cl'itablish .. man's c""(istcnce at 

[I, time wIlen enough of tile pleistocene period 

11"(1 eIap.~ to p;u{l1ce for tho ocey.rre1lcc·thcl't'in 
• 

of considcl1l.ble dUi.l1oC ill the }lhysical circull\' 

st.'lnces of tLe cnrth and in the composition of 

i~ fauna 1I.1Id florn. In tho enrlier Portion of 

thtl period the Britjsh blOB WP.te 1\ constituent. 

plll't uf t.he continent of Europe; and ~th Spniu 

and Italy were probably connected Witll Africa. 

TJl e climate of the European nrCR waa such as 

to enaLle tLe JP.Opard to range DB far north as 

the Mcndip hills, the lion to frequent York· 
• 

shiro, and tho porcupine to live in Belgium. 

Then, as DOW, however, arctic conditions ob­

tained. in the polu regions; and as time wellt on 
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these spread Boiltbwll.rd, Severals1stems of glaciers 

grew up on the northern trar.ts of' Britain, serv~ 

ing to cover Scotland and much of England 

UIlder a sheet of icew And this state of thing's 

prevailOO. ~or a. 101lg period of time. Afterwards, 

the ligour of the cbp:),[lte abated j temperate con­

ditions came in; Il.Qd the southern limit of ice 

arid snow retre..tted northwal'd .. 

Agal')l. aftei lill interval of t.he te,mpt'rnte ~i9i11lc 

which tbua ensued, ' snow and ice (iD~ more 

resulned their sway over England and Mid .. Europe 

for a. p"erioll, which the effect.s pl'Oduct!u l;y their 

agency prove to have been VCIY considera.ble. And 

lastly. the iee anu snow for a. second timil l'e­

treated from the soutb, giving place gm.duully to 

the temperate climate of historic days. 

A.B the arctic climabe, on the first occasion, canoe 

southwanls, tbe hot country mammals left our 

latitudes for warmer regions, and were replaced 

by mammala of a. temperute zone. These latter 

seem to have moe~ly come in from the east, 
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doubtless dri.ven from Central. Asia,. by the ad­

vancing cold on the north a.nd finding the only 

p1'8.Ctical outlets for" them open towards the plains 

of Europe. These, too, in tu;u, were driven mor" 

southward lIS the arctic· conditions continued to 

progress into lower la.titudes. _ On the return of 

the ice-line the l)roceedillg was reversed. And n 

lik'! BCries of events, differing perhaps ill degree, 

occurred at each oscillation. 

During this long lapse of timo n~w forma 

entered on the scene and the IsCveral successions 

of fa.una. backwards and forwards over tho same 

ground gave rise to a v~ complex state of 

animal life. So far as the evidence a~ prroeJlt 

exteuds, man was existing in England during the 

temperate interval wldeh soparated the two lee 

invasions. He was seemingly in the lowest stage 

of human civilization, possessing only the rudest 

nnd least effective stOD~ implements arid wea­

poDS. Professor Boyd Dawkins states I the effect 

1 EaTlt., Naa ill ZJTitaiA, P. 137. 
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of the evideu.oo to be that I:' man. was living 

in the "alley of the lower Thames before the 

arctic mrunmalia had taken full po88ession of the 

falley of the 'l'harn78. and before the big-nosed 

rhinoceros had become extinct"; and he adus;-

~'The primeval hJloter who followed the eha!,f! 

iu the lower valley of the Thames, armed with , . 

bis rude iUll)l~mente of flint, must bave found 

abundance m- food Ilnd ha.ve hild great difficulty 
'. 

in guarding himself agninst tho wild :mimllls. 

Innumerable horses, large herds of stn.gs, uri, amI 

biRon, were to be sr-,en in the open country j while 

the Irish elk alld the roe were comparatively 

rare. TJuce kinds of rhinoceros ILnd two kiuds 

of elephMt lived in the forests. Tbe hippopo­

tamus haunted t.he banks of the Thames, as well 

as the beaver, the water rat, and thl! otter. Thel"t 

were wolves 0.180, and foxes, brown bears a.nd 

grisly bears, wild cats arid liODI of enormous size. 

Wild boars lived iD the thickets; and as the 

night came on the lhymnas assembled in packs 
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to hunt dow.n the young, tLe woullued, and the 

infi,rm." 

With the advance of the gL'1.cial climate man 

disappeared for a. w llilc fron,) sonthern Englnn~ 

but after tWs had agailf given way to temperate 

conditions his vestiges becom~ very plentiful, ami 

serve to indicate that IJe wa.'i '!Itill ill the lowest . , 
stage of culture. IIp. lived lJY tht chase of wild 

animals in'the southem parts of Englaftd, in France 

" and Spain, and thro.ugllOut the 1I.Iediterntnean area. 

as well on the African as the F.uropcan side, in 

Pale'1t.ille and in Indin-" n. nomad hunter poorly 

eCluippcd for the struggle of life, wit.hout l..-nowledgo 

of metals, nnd ignorant of the art of gri!¥1ing his 

stone tools to a sharp edge." 1 

Hill conLcml'orarics in Euglalld, at Hus ern, were 

the hippopotamus ann the straight, tusked elephant, 

the reindecr, ana other arctic animals ; in Spsin, the 
, 

African elephant; and in Gr~ece, possibly the pigmy 

hippopotamns. And there can be little doubt that 

1 &l-lV NU1l- in JJritlHfI., p. 163. 
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the period o~ time, for whieh this despription is 

fLpplicable, was of very long duration. 

The progress of physical change which slow.ty 

and gradually led }lP ' to the hlstoriool state o[ 

thing~ on the fa.ce of the earth, included change 

in the human 8pecie.s. The men whose remains are 

found 1U1der the circumstances abov.e described are 

commonly spoken of as ·the river··drift men. During 

the latter part, however, of the pleiRtocene period 
, 

these were apparently replaced by mtn -of a some-

what higher type, whom it is convenicnt to dis­

. twguish by tho name of the cave-men, and who 

not only added. ingenious and efficient weapons 

and imploments of bolle to the rude stone weapons 

of their predecessors, but exhibited a. rema.rkable 

talent for ornamenting their various weapons, tools, 

and implements, with graphic drawings of the 

Bllimals they hunted. and killed. 

The geographical. range of the cave-men waa 

markedly less than that of the river-drift meD. 

And there appeRl"S good ground for supposing thnt 
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the two P!lps sprang (rom dilfere.t origins, ana 

in particular that tho cave-men were allied to, 

i( not identical with, tbe Eskimo of the presont 

day. 

As in the case of .the river-drift 'men the 

period o( time covered by th~ generations of the . . 

cave·men waa also "ery long. terminating only 

with the pleistocene ago. 

The em of ' time, wllicb in chronelogical.. order 

immediate1y follUW'Old tho days of the cave-men, 

and which itsel( reached to the commencement 

of history (in a certain mauner, indeed, overlapping 

it). exhibits to us in the nren of Europe man in 

three successive stages o( culture, respecti"eJy doolr 

minated the neolithic, the bronze, and the iron 

age, all snperior to that of the ca.va·ruen, antI. encll 

(onning a markoo step of hurn~n progress in 

advabce of tl!e eone which precedes it. 

The men o( the neolithic, or later stone age, 

bad Dot discovered the use of lhe metals. As was 

thtl case with their predecessors. tbe river-dril't 
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men and th~ cave-men, stone WI\S their only 

cutting and piercing medium; and hence. not­

withstanding the considl'rable interval of time 

which seems tQ have seplU1l.ted them from the 
• 
C&ve-mcn, t11ey strictly .constitute, a. member of 

the atone-using group and are appropriately de-.. 
sigllateU by l'eference to theiT position therein. 

They arc, howe,ver, shnrply di8ti~guishcd fron:.. tlle 

earlier lllemQers of the same h,'l'OUp by the fad 

that tl\{~y managed, by grinJ.iug, k. give polished 

surfaces and smooth edges to their t(lol~ lind wea­

pollS of stone, thus renderitlg' them greatly more 

efficient instrumente than the rudely chipped 

instruments of the river-drift men and cave-men 
• 

could possibly be. They lived in substantially 

constrncted huts, aDd Lad attnined to some profi­

ciency in tile arts of pottery /:Lnd of weaving. The 

dog. the sheep, the goat, the ox I (short-bilrn) 

and the hog! whicb had n\)t bC'fore appeared in tho 

ftmna of the earth, were used by them Il.8 domestic 

animals. To, some extent, also, they practised 
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agriculture. ')'hey cultivated wheat, llarley, millet, 

and peas; and they had their orchards of apples, 

pears, and bu1laces. 

Notwithstanding, however, that the men of th«i 

neolithic age were thu!ot "ery far 8upE'l'ior- to their 

IJredeeessors, the cave-men, in re.gnnl to all the 
• 

material meaUB of life, they were yet greatly 

inr~l'ior to them in pictorial Ill't; 8. much so that 

it BOOms almost impossible, in reaso~ to suppose 

them to be Ule same people in an a.cf;an(',cd sw.te 

{If development. Their distribution over Europe 

WIlS also much more extensive than that of tIle 

cave-men. And. judging from the eharacteristics 

of the domestic animals I:\lld cereals whic; every­

where accompanied them, we may safely conclude 

thl~t they came into Europe from the regions of 

0entral ~\sia., OV{lrpowering or driving out by force 

of their material advantages the ca.\'e-mcn, wbo 

seem to have either Dle~ed in them -or to have 

disappeared before them-some ..,r them, perhaps, 

falling back (lD the more northern and arctic 
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tilgioua, wher, the Eskimo now contrive to maiD.­

tain an unenviable existenee. 

It is establisited lIa.tisfactorily by ample eVl~ 

dence that the people of at least the earlier 

portion of the neolithic, age were, throughout tho 

British bles, Mid and South Europe. small in 
• 

stature, with beads of the peculiar shape termed 

dolichocephalic.-loDg~skolled. After 9. time, bow­

ever.. as the obscurity of the later etone age . 
dawns into -the grey ligM of history, it is per-

ceived that there are certainly two very different 

sets of people in EuJ.ope under more or less the 

Slime neolithic state of civiliza.tion. The earlier 

long 8~ulled folka seem to have been largejy dis­

placed hy a tall, broad-skulled (brachycephalic) race, 

of no higher culture than themselves, who also 

came westward from the direction of Asia, and 

who are identified with the Kelts of history. Ry 

thb greater physical slrength, and probablY th~ 

greater numbers of the latter, the little long skulled 

men were forced into the rougher and less 
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.,..oble locW.i.tiea, more or l~ :i&oltted from ea.eH . . 
other; BIld there a6eID8 now to · be a we11-gtOunded 

disposition to believe that they are represonted in 

modem times . by the various dispersed branches 

of a. family wbich has '1ometimea been termed 

lberla.n, such as the Basques of France and Spain, 
• 

the earlier ::Bretons, Welah, Scotch, and Irish, the 

ancient Ligurirms, Etruscans, &c. 

Although both these early Iberians a.p.d the Kelts 

(as just distingniehoo) in their turn, thtfone after the 

other, but with B. long unknown interval, appear to 

have come into Europe from Asia, yet the result DC 

all the relevant evidence seelJl.8 to be that they were 

radically dist.inct from each othP.l' in language, phy­

sique, and other characteristics, and must therefore 

be attributed to different aources. And the Kelts 

are DOW commonly looked upon as having been 

among the first of the numerous cODstituent peoples 

of the great Aryan familY'to sweep over and settle 

upon the European area. 

The state of civilization, whic1. baa been termed 

, 



'neolithic d~ not appee.r to hJve ~ materially 

modified by the ethnical vioisaitudea just referred. to. 

It was the civilization of the -early Kelte, 88 well aa 

of their Iberiau predecessors; and it prevailed. alike 

for a long duration of tilpe with the inhabitants of 

Northern Africa., the whole of Europe and.Asia, the 

two Americaa, and the islands of the Pacific. 

But after a time the knowledge of .bronze, the first 

form. under which the metals were used by man as a 

means of augmenting applied foroe, became generaJ 

on the Continent of Europe j and it ia noteworthy 

tha.t when the tall broad-skulled Kelts invaded and 

swept before them the long-akulled. (Iberian) people 

of the British Isles an event which was posterior-
< 

by a long interval of time to the displacement of 

the cogna.te people in France and Western EUl'Op8-

they brought with them weapons and implements 

of bronze ; and they possibly owed much of their 

IUOOeS8 to the snperidrity over the IIWn&-uaiDg 

islanders which theae ancient "arms of precision .. 

must have given ttuo.m. With the use of brouza, fO! 
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lOIDe oaue which rem..ma 81 yet uubplained, the 

pra.ctice of burning the dead became cuatomuy 

inatad of buying. .A8 might have been IUltici­

pated, alao. the employment 0'£ metal in the con .. 

etrtlation of implements and ntenaila gave ~ to 

enormous improvement in the .conditions of human 

life. and effected an immense advance in the welfare 

oC man. DC thiJ plentiful evidedee relIlallia in 

every part of Europe. The initial lhnit of. the 
• • 

bronu civilization can, without much difficulty, be 

very generally a.scertain~, and it is plain that the 

date of ita commencement is not CM all places the 

same. Great progress, for instance, had been made 

in bronze industry in the south and BOuth.east oC 

Europe at a time when nothlllg better than the neo­

lithic culture ansted in the west and in the north. 

Originating in 80me outside centre-point, the art was 

probably brought into Europe by aome inva.ding 

people, and became gradually spread from eaat to west 

by the two ordinary means of diffusion, namely. com­

merce (elementary thou~h it then wac;) &Dd conquest. 

,2 
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The use of'iron BOOn followed that IlC bronze, a.nd 

served to mark 8 still more advanced grade of civi­

lization. like that of bronze., too, it came into 

'Europe from the oq.teide, and spread-gradually from 

the .south and east to the' west and north. 

At the oommeDc~eDt of the trustworthy history 

of Europe the small. long-e1..1llIed pre-Kelts, bearing 

the locally dift'ering Dames of :Iberians, Vaseones (Ot 

BaslJ.ues), ~gurianB. and Etruscans; were occupying . 
the western portions of the British Isle!! and of France, 

the Spaniflh peninsula, the seaboard of the Savoy 

Alps .. and the plain of Lombardy; the Kelts were 

pressing hard upon them in the eastern aud nortbern 

distriots of France; the 1Jelgre, again, WI:l'e on the 

back of these; and the Romart!l and Greeks respect.­

ively inhabited the two MeditelT&neaD penrnsuIae. 

Those movements of the Kelta and :Be~ were 

theD in progress by which the dill'erent tribes of the 
• 

sma11er pre-Keltic peoplli were ult.iruately oompre9l!leU 

into the restricted Qreas which their descendants still 

occupy. So far u anytbing was known of Middle 
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and Northern Europo, these regions wen at that time 

sparsely inhabited by tribes in a low state of civili­

zation relative to the Gtaeks and Romans, who were 

generally designated by the lA~ writers Germans; 

while in the tract about tae mouth of the Danube 

md the north shore of tb~ Rlack. Sea were an 
• 

apparently altogether different set of people, cs.lled 

the Scythians. Somewhat later the group of Sela.­

voDiane were recognised as a people distinct from 
.' the Gemans; and we are all familiar with the 

subsequent westward and southward migrations of 

the German, Slavonic, and other little-civilized 

hordes, all proceeding as from the direction of Asia, 

which resulted in the 8ubversal of the ,Roman 

empire, and led to the development of the many 

diverse nationalities which now cover the European 

area. The latinB themselves and the Gteekl!l. as 

well a.a the Kelts ulrea.dy spoken of, are found, on 

examination of the l:elevani evidence, to be only the 

fruits of earlier migrations from the same quarter. 

ADd ethnologists seem to be gen~"8lly agreed that 
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Ibis gt01lp _DOt oertoinJy ..... hom ""e oad the 

same mother-eomce in South-Western Asia 118 the 

German and Slavonic groups. 

From this IJILlD.8 Q8n~ eJlO, beeidea the atreun. 

nortl,t-weatwarda into Enrope. another 1Itrea.m of 

peoples flowed 8Outh-eaatwards, bifnzeating 110 as 

to give rise to the Iranian group in the BOuth and 

the Hindu group in the eB8t. ThE: latter division. 

at !leVersl different times, poured into Indi& at ita 

north-west corner, and from thence wave by wave 

lIPread down the Indus and the Ganges and up the 

Auam valley, and overflowed southward!! as far IL8 

it could over the ta.ble--ls.nd of Central and Penin­

sular Iadia, displacing or mi..xing with the 1""'JativeJ.y 

aboriginal peoples which it found upon the ground. 

The IDB88 of peoples in Europe !UUi Asia. resulting 

from these several streams of migration, diveIging 

from an apparently common centre, to thil day 
< ' 

exhibit such very marked affinities iu their languagE.s, 

and in other respecta, 88 Bel'Ve in the aggregate very 

oonvincingly to betoken their community of origin. 
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N.tioDal tnditaOD8, amd other , hiatorltal ma.teriU, 

btu the same way. They are acoordingly clu&ed. 

together by ethnologiBta under the deaigna.tion 10m&­

timet of the Aryan, IOmetimp of .the Indo-Euro. 

pean, and often, by Genun writere, of the Indo· 

Germanic family of peoplea.1 

On the out.1kirtI of the area now occupied in 

Europe by the Aryan natioD8, as .beve defined, we ' 

find, in. the 8Outb, one or two small iaatated patches .. . 
of non·.Ary&n peoples, seemingly the descendllnt.a of 

the neolithic pre.Kelts, with whom we have seen the 

Ke1t1 in jUItapositiOD, and OD the north the FiDJll, 

lAppa, and Samoiclf18. The latter &90 form. a deci.· 

dedIy Don- Aryan grouP. nearly allied tv Ylp great 

yellow..compJexioned family of peoples (commonly 

klrmed the Turanian or Mongolian family) which 

ia spread over Airia. north of the Himalayas. .It 

would aeem tha.t the Aryan stream of Kelts, Latina 

I The term Aryan _ID.I to owe it. approprlt.t.en_ ror au. pur-­

pc-. to lb, raet that it '- tbe twIoII by which both th, HiDdu 
people ud the In.oiwr. people .ub &l'tI ipOke.u of ill thrir 
*peetil'e Kript:urel, MDle1y. iD the Vedu and IJIII ~Ildaneta. 



Greeks, GerJIfIln&, Slavonians. &C., in their pro­

greaaive advance into Europe from the &at, en­

countered on the ground the Iberian pre-Kelt and 

~ Turanian on the.,8outh and north respectively, 

and pushed them on one side or absorbed them. 111e 

mixture of the Kel\8 and l£tins with the small 

'brown southern race is still easily recognised in the 

modem Romamc group of Romanians; Greeks, Ita­

lians, .spa.ni.slt, Portuguese, and the southern French. 

In like manner the Iranian· 'Stream met, on the 

BOuth, .Arabs and the Mesopotamian ancest.ors of the 

Jews, who, with the Phamicians and the inhabitants 

of Lower Egypt. and others, ail allied to each. other, 

belODgoo. to a. third very distinct fll.Dlily, DOW known 

ae the Semitic. And it also appears, from recent 

discoveries, that these Semitic Mesopotamians were 

theJPselves preceded by a most remarka.ble people 

of advanoed civilization, who have been cliatiu­

guisbed by the name Accadian, and whose language 

&eeInB to connect tbeIl1 with the Turani6.D. family. 

And the Hindu stream of Aryan immigra.nts., in 
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their turn, came into conHict with pM occupants of 

the soil in the river basins and on tbe peninsular 

table-land of India. These also appear to have been 

remotely connected, at least in lallgu.8ge, with th. 

Turania.n family lying on- the north of the ~ima­

layue. They were, however, Wl')' distinct from the 

latter in complexion (among oth6l' physical charac­

teristics), for instead ,of being yellow -they were 

black. The Kohls, the Ghonds, the --ramila; &nd • • 
the remming members of the Dra.vidian or South 

Indian group are the re}Jresentatives of these people 

at the present day, and are all very dark. It docs 

not appear that t.hc d~Tkness of tint· i.!l the direct 

consequence of solar action, but it in ~e way 

implies qualities which enable the possessor the 

better to resist the deleterious conditioDs of tropical 

climate. And for this cause, probably, by force of 

the principle, "survival of the fittest," the Hindu 
• 

population of .the Indian peninanla, resulting from 

the greater or ]e88 mixture of immigrant with in­

digenou8 'blood, it5 rc.ore purely Aryan in the 
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neighbourhood' of the place of entr&Dce, and mani­

re,t4 • pdual ahading oil' of the Aryao type .. one 

pursues the course of the stream's adva.nce to ite 

~er tropical ox",,""- Kabul aod the Punjab 

everywhere afford fine examples of the comparatively 

unmodified Aryan; but at a glance the ordinary , 
Bengali of the Delta, or the Uriya. of Orissa, i.e 

perceived to b!. of mixed origin. The lip&, the 

nOle, .and tile cheek-bones betmy · a fo~on in­

gredient; and. above all, the darkened tint of the 

skin shows the infiltration from without of 8. very 

strong colouring material: the Kabuli is almost. if 

not quite. as fair lUI an Englishman, while the lower­

caste BepgaJi very nearly approaches the negro in 

b1aekness. Thus it happeD!! that within the limits 

of the Hindu branch of the Aryan family of peoples 

the utmost diversity of national character and 

feature is to be observed, a diversity which is eape­

ciaJ.ly striking in regard to the ooll)ur of the skin. 

The like occurs, though to a very much lese extent, 

in the Iranian and European branches. But. 
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not1rithstanding the very remarhMe dift'ElI'8IlOe8 

which serve to distinguish many membm1J of the 

widely distributed Ary&n family (as above deacribed) 

from the rest, full oonsidemtiQn of a.1.l the re1ev~ 

facta leaves little or no rdbm for doubt that th?y are 

all, aa a whole, 8prung from. ~r rather developed 

in the manner indicated out of, a COlQIl1on origin, 

the local site of which was in tlre south~weatem 

highlands of .Asia. 

The great Tluania.n and Mongolian family of 

peoples who still cover the larger part of Asia 

and China. is more numerous than the Aryan j 

and may be saill to exhibit no sort of community 

with it. 

And the Semitic again, in the present state of 

the lDf'ormation bearing upon the point, cannot be 

aaaigned a. community of origin with either of the 

other familie!. 

This survey, most incomplete. though it be, of 

the career of the human race, reaching from the 

point of time wheu ita appearance in the world 



x1iv 

can be first made out, down to histo.rical tiIQ.ea. 

renders it plain that the existing state of .lDankind 

on the face of the globe, marvellously perfect as 

it.. seems to be in sqme quartera, has only been 

a.rriv~ at by a slow and tedious course of pro­

gression. not easily to be realized in conception, • 
commencing with a stage little if at all in advance 

of that of the moat intelligent beasts of the forest, 

and continu~ through a long series of ages which 
• lie ~t present" beyond meazmra.ble computa.uoD. 

The spread of the ill-provided river-drift men 

in association with 11 hot-country fauna over the 

greater part of the known gJobe must itself have 

required,. very long lapse of time. ADd the ter­

restrial and other physical changes, which took 

place while the river-drift men and the cave-men 

were living. evidently effected as they were by 

the slow action of the natural C8.uses with which 

we are familiar. tell the' sa.me talc. Again. the 

total diaapPf'.amn.ce everywhen: OD th~ eattb of 

the riveNirift map,. followed by their ~ 
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replacement.in Europtl by the cave--men, who, thougn 

still a. hunting people, were of 8. I119.l'kedly higher 

oulture than their predecessors, betraying an e~n· 

tially different (probably a co!d country) derivati0i. 

sooms to point to an in~ening long gap of time, 

88 to the duration of which we can form no estimate. 

Anothe. gap of unknown interval wholly sepa­

rares the cave-men from the men vf the later atone 

(ne'llithic) age, who at their first appearapce, &8 

• 
hns been already recounted. are found to be an 

agricultural people in tull possession of the most 

important of the cereals and of the domestic 

animals of the mMcrn European fanller. 

The Kelts and others, who formed th; front of 

the first Aryan wave of emigration from" Alia 

into Europe, doubtless joined on in time with the 

earlier long-skulled neolithic people. But the 

manner in which they must have become severed 

from their parent Asia~ stock, and differentiated 

from their collateral rela.tives, can only be ac. 

counted for by tWriDg • large 1l.I.i..)wance of time 



for tbe previuus development 'Of the. family .tree. 

With man, as with anjmals, the .process of evolu­

tion is DOW known. to be eeaseleasly at work, 

though usually slow of operation. Eacb indi­

vid~ of a generation, being the product of. two 

factors, repeats generally by :.llheritanee the com­

mQIl chatacteriBtics of its two parents, subject to 

variations whiell are due to the c6mbina.tion of 

differing elelhent03. Wit.h an aUemtioD in the cir­

cumstances ~f life, a variety 80 arising, better 

adapted than the parent form to succeed. under 

the new conditions, while retaining its generaf. 

featnreB, will come to prevail uniformly in every 

commun.ijy whjch is by any means left. to its 

own resources sbut oft' from foreign intermixture. 

In this way every offshoot from a tribe or family, 

especially during the earlier stages of civilization, 

when. intercommunication is reatrictad and life is 
, 

dominated by the external COIl(litiODS of' natur.3. 

seema apt, sometim.ea speedily, though in general 

slowly, to grow into a divergent branch, exhibiting 
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dift'erences of physical characteristi~1!in comparison 

with the original type. And the change is both 

a.ooe1exated IlDd augmented where the new com­

munity is formed from an. intermixture of IlQ 

im.m.igrant with an indigenous race. 

A like process goes on in lo.nguage. The speech • 
of each individual is generally the same as the 

speech of those from whom he haS' acquired it by 

imitation; this is equivalent to the" rule of in-
• 

heritance. At the same time it exhibits variation 

due to the individual himself, and the circumstances 

affecting him j and, on the principle of the <t sur­

vival of the fittest," that variation which involves 

the least trouble under those circumstances \ilm-istent 

with clearnp.8S "III"ill in the end come to prevail 

with much unifotmity. 

In hie "Introduction to the Science of language" 

(vol ii, p. 318) Prof &yce writes ,-

"Does the science of IBngllMge help U/J to answer the 
... queetion of the antiquity of man? The BlllIwer must 

.. ~ both Yea and No. au tbe nne side it u'Yll&re11 &8 Pu.in\y 
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..... geology or,prtl-hiatodo aroblIOOlogy that the age of tbo 

.. human J'IlCtI far Ifl[ceeda the limit of six tl.oullllnd ye.:n, to 
"~which the monuments of Egypt allow tiS to trace baclt the 

.. hiatory of civilw,d man; on the otlier Bide it can tell UI 

U nothing o:f the long periods of tUae tha' elapsed before the 
.·formation of artieulllt~ .pooch, or even of the number of 

"OOIlturies which !:law the ru,t oMaya at lnnguage gradually 

" developing into the myriad tongues of ti,e &l'Icient ~d 

"modll'll world. All it,can do is tv prove that the antiquity 

.. of man IlB II. speaker is vast Ilnd i1uiefinite. When we con­

ullider that the grammar of the Asuyriall language, 8.1 found 

... in inec:riptiolle eBrJie~ than B.C'. 2000, is in mJlJlJ' respl'JCtiI 

U)_. arcilaie •. 8mi conscn·"tive tllnn that of the langnag" 

"lpOken to-dill" hy the tribes or central A ..... bia,-when WI! 

" con~ider furtller tllst tllo p'ltont lllllgullge ""hidl gave binh 

•• to AlIByrin.n, Arahic, and oUwr Semitic d ialceUl must have 

.. p088e(1 through long periods of growth and d~cay, and that 

" in all [lfoLnbilily it ,\\>1111 • ei8wr oi th .. pnnmt t.mguee ut 

"Old Egyptiall an,l Lyhinn, springing in their tum from II 

If common mother-spcecll,- we mny gnin some ide!. of the CJ:. 

"treme t.tltiqllity to which we mUllt ref!!r the earliest furm 

.. we can diecovcr uf II. ~i.lIglo flunily of speech. AlJd behind 

,4 thi~ form must han Jilin unnumbered ages of pro~&8 ll!ld 

.. development durillg which tho luuf-artieulate criE8 of tllr 

"fi18t 8peake", were being slo ..... ly Il.latured i"to u.rtieulllt~ lind 

"grammatical lan~u.gb. The longt.h of time required by 

"the prucCSR will be 1fI 0~t ell~i1y conceived if we remember 

" lIOW statiollary tlle Arubic' of ilJitcr,lt" uomadB hlUl t.eMI 

"during the last four tl1ol.1aand year'!, nnd that the language:~ 
"vealed by the old8~t monuIDanteof Egypt.is 1I1rcady doorepi~ 

"Il-Ild ontworn, rJread) put the bloom of creative 1Outb." 
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"Ah examination of the Aryan Io.nguAgM '*ill tell the lame 

"tale, although the proce88 of cllaDge ar;d deelY hili beeD 
"immeallilurably more rapid in tbeBe ti llm in the &!mitie 

.. idiOmB. But even among tbe Aryan lImguugeB the gram­
"m.tical forme of Lithun.nilln are Btill, in mlmy CIUlCIi, hIlt 
"little altered from thOBe need by one remote forefathers in­

"thea ABiatic IlOme, and in one or two inetaneea are more 
"primitive and o.rebaic tho.n t11011t'1 oJf Santlkrit iuelf. What­

"ever may hove bl)Cn the rate of c:rrangu, !towe .. 'cr, it is im_ 

"pIoBllible to hring down the epoch fit whiuh the AryllJl tribe" 
"lIt,nt jived ill the Bame lo,·n1ity, Ilnd IIpOke pro.cticlllly tliC 

"8Il.l'l6 language, to • ,jllte much later tllun the th:rn millen­

"Dium bcf .... rB tlll~ ChriBtilln crll. A lung" interrnl of P10\joul 
" deyelopment ,lividcs tl,e I;Wg"uage of the· Rig-Vcdn, tl le 

., earliest hymns of whicl. mount bark, at the Intolt, t .... the 

"fourteenth contury 11.(;., !lnd tlllLt uf the oldest portiolll of 

"tlIO Homeric pocma, !lnd yet thcre Willi a time when the 
"dialN't. tJlat 'lJIltllre{l into Vedj,· Sanskrit IIml the dillled 

"Wllich matured into lIol",;ric Greek wcrn one Il.Dd tIle IIlImc . 

• • • • • • • • 
"The Ur;~I-AIt.uic family of IIlf1gnlll>e~ bChl1l lIilllila.r tetrt.i­

"mon.'. To timl II. COUllllon origin fur 1JlIIlic, Turkisll, and 
•• ;\-Iongol, wo IIHll!l go b ll('k to IIIl indcfinitely groat. nntiqnity . 

.. The Accadiun of Chaldea ill an old nnil decILyiog speech 
"when WI! first discovcr it ill inJ'.Cript.ioll8 o{ 3000 B.c.-a 

"'peach, in fKcI, :whicJI impJiIls II. pIllvioue ullvelopment nt 
"leiUlt aI long as tllnt of t1l"l Arynn tonguos; nnd if we would 

"include Acclldinn, or ratiJcr th~ Protomedic gruup of Ian· 

"snages to which Accadiun bolongll, in the TJrul-Altnic family, 

.. we ' ball have _ to InClLIiure ille III)Il of tbe: parent-speech 

d 



'" by thousanu- of yean. Tho Mongo1e,. moreover, are 

"physiologically diiferent in faee from the Ugro-Tilt&r .. &D.d 
U it ia diffioult to estimate the length of time required. for the 
"complote diBplacemont of the origin.lpialectll of Mongols, 
.. MaDtchus, and Tungwe8 by tholl8 of. a foreign stock. Bot 

..... it WIUII at any rote cOJl9lderllblc • 

.. Comp.rative pllilology tilWl n.grees with geology, prehis_ 

.. torie Ill'lllulIOJogy, Ilnd ethnology, in "llOwiog that mlln a~ a 
"speakor haa e;l:ilted fot an enormous period; nnd this onor­
U mOIlli period ta of itaelf suffinient to eltpl!un the mixture 
"and interohanges th:lt have tnken place in hmgulI.ges, 1111 

.' well na the dia'ppe'lrnnl.'s of nUlIIherlo99' group'" of spee<:h 
" throughout tfte globe." 

• 
Thus it appears that the rENluiromen;'.." of race­

dift'erentiation and of speech-evolntion argue .iu.st 

as forcibly as geological consideration" towards the 

almost inevitable conclusion, t.hat man has had his 

place, ljpd has been fighting the battle of iife, in 

the animal world for unreckonable ages of time. 

The COUl"6e of ethical devf!.~opment (in which 

custom and uSlIge has at all stages been B. dOlni­

nB.llt fa.ctor of vast retarding: effect), so far as it 

can be seized and realiz~d, and as it has been en­

dea .... oured to be traced above, disclo..'188 therefore a 

history, which does DO more than accord. with the 
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results of these other ind.epenclent sObrces of te,s. 

timony, and which is In no degree too protracted. 

The length of the period requisite for the actual 

progress made, and the extn;me slowness of the. 

general rate of advance, 000 only be rightly under-­

stood when the persistent.')' of every social insti-
• 

tution that has once been establisheri is clearly 

apprehended. Indeed, conservatism is the primary 

prindple of every regulated society of men. TIle 
• 

activity of each community, a.nd the conduct of 

its members, are, in all stages of culture, mirinly 

directed aud governed by custom and usage. 

(]~n6'e m<:ll:t.US llew acquisition of some sort, and 

commonly follows but slowly upon it 

And of all institutions among the Aryans 

perhaps a certain well-defined village organization, 

with ita associated method of land-holding, has 

been the most widespread and has proved it6eH 

the most enduring. In °the three papers which 

have . been put together in the present small 

vohune, an attempt has been made to deaclibe 
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this orgti.nizBltion. as it is found wol;king, at leaat 

to 8. partial extent, in Bengal and Ceylon at the 

present day, and to -, 
manner in which i~ 

to have grown up. 

oWer 

may 

an explanation of the 

reasonably be supposed 

The :first paper, 'Which deals with Mrxkrtl VilJaglJ 
• 

Life i" &ngal, was :first published in the Calcutta 

.&view in 1864, and embodiea the results ~f the 

writer's perBbnal observations and inquiries · pursued . . 
pretty continuously for all Ilarts of the Preaidency 

during a residence of ten yeal"8 in Calcutta. 

The second and much short.er papel" on TM 

.A.fl"1'Uu#ural Coml1~unit!l in Ceylon. is the substance 

of no1".eli made by tbe writel" while living for two 

years in that island frum 1877 to 1879. 

.And the third paper was read ill the interval, 

namely in 1872, before the Bethuu &cUty oC 

Colcntta. Its aim is to explain the growth ab 

initio of the Bengal institution, 88 well as the 

rise of the social grades and properly ~DceptiOns, 

which 8.re inhim.ately connected with it, by an 
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application o{ those principles of evolution and dif­

ferentiation 'Which are conspicuous in the forp.going 

concise review of such conclusions of modern 

scientific research 8B bear on the 4uestion, and by . . 
assuming for the purpose.a great lapse of time in 

the devwopment of the lmm!,D race, such as the 
• 

results of that research more thaD amply justify. 

The Russian MiT, so fully and graphically de­

scribed in Mr. Wallace's pages, is an. instance of 

t.be like institution, &80 a living reality, in actual 

operation, at the prescnt clay among a third people 

of Aryan extraction. And there are probably few 

of the othel' Aryan nationalities in J<~urope which, 

even though they may have long lost the village 

organization itself, do not retain some still un­

effaced impressions of the rules of landholding, and 

the conceptions. of land rights which were incident 

thereto. 

Moreover the manor, .hicb has only recently 

ceased to have practical activity. was the Eoglish 

feudal form of the oriental villace, f1r rather was 
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the substitu~ for it, which was brought into exiSt­

ence by the superposition of a foreign dominant 

power. Probably, too. the Anglo-Saxon hide of 

,and was but the eauivalent of the Bengal jot, ie. 

a one-household $hare of the comIllon land, origi­

nally the extent cultivahle with one yoke of oxen 

-a one-plough portion of land. 

The landlord's absolute property III land, and the 

usage of hi~g it out to a farmer on a. cultivat­

ing contract for a money rent, which Ims for some 

time prevailed in England . to the exclusion of 

inferior C1l8toDllU'J tenures or occupations, is the 

outgrowth of the u~uk or lIIdayf.,'T letting. which 

was th~ first mode of tilling by deputy ull~er the 

C8J'lier village and manorial system. Mr. Caird 

(Landed Interest, p. 53) remarks, that the landlord 

and tenant system "is so gClleral in tLe Unlf:ed 

Kingdom tbat we really canuot be said to know 

any other, and yet, with rcfereuoo to almost ever:;-' 

other country but our own, ia exceptional in 

Europe." Even now, as the same eminent authority 
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adroita (p. 78), in Ireland the tenant "haa esta.­

blished for hhp.ae1f a. claim to a co-parlnership in the 

soil itsel£" And this seems rather to be of the 

nature of Ir survival from an pldel' stnte of things 

in spite of English ilIfluence to the contrary, and 

not 

the 

to be 0. mere modern assertion of right on 
• 

part of the Irish fanner brought about, aa 

Mr. Cainl appears to think it h:l.9 been, by reason 

of t.he landlord's neglect of his proper 'Uuties . 
• 

In England, again, and the greater part of Europe 

manol'S or villages became fused into larger admin­

isttRtive units-such as hundreds-and .so even­

tually a national ~ystem of fiscal and muuicipal 

government was devcIoped from the people 'Ul!waws, 

and became consolidated into one homogeneous 

structure. In the East, on the other hand, 

various cnuses favoured the pennauencc of the 

purely vilbge administration, and supreme poli-
• 

tical power becalPe the prize and prerogatiye of 

the stron~st aTm, to be exerciM'rl through officera 

on the zauiindari principle, with little concern 
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for anythi~ else but' the command Of the l6ca.l 

collections. 

It need hardly be added that the Turks havo 

i.,ttroduced into Eurepe a modification of this latter 

fOT~ of government, and that it is now a qllestion 

of very wide intel;eSt how thiB can be made to 

work in conformity with the idea9 , of national 

welfare which hase been generrued insensibly 

under the pperation of a totally diiferoot system. 

With these and other circumstances of the like 

kind in view, it is hoped that an aUernj>t to bring 

under the notice of English rea.J.ers 8. detu.iled 

account of such village organization QS ia yet to 

be see. active among the Indian Arya.ns may not 

be altogether inopportune. 
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I. 

INS AND OUTS 01' THt VILl..AGE.1 

IN au attempt to describe for . English readers 

a type specimen of an agricultural ~age 9.8 it 

exists in Bengal at, the present day, it should be 

premised that the Bengal village differs as much 

from an English villace, as two th~ bea.ring the 

same designation can well be conceived to differ. 

There is but one form of landscape w ~ seen 

in deltaic Bengal, and t.hat a. very simple one. 

From the sea line of the Sunderbunds CD the South, 

to t.he curve which, passing through Dacca, Pubn&., 

Mooraheedabad, forms the lower boundary of the 

red land of the North, t1~e whole country is ~, 

I Thi. with the .a RCoeediJzg HCtiOba,llmOlltu they now .tand, 

RPr-m u '11. articll! in the Jnly and October numben of tho 
CaksiUa ~IC for 187(" 

n 2 
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almost perL!ctly level. alluvial plain.· It exhibits 

genera.Uy 1.a.tge open spacea-aometimes very large. 

-limited eo the eye by heavy masses of foliage. 

These OpeD spa.ce6, during the height of the 

::;ou~-West Monsoon, are more or less covered 

with wateT; at the end of the raiDs by green 

waving 8Wartbs of rice; and in ~e dry season 

are to a large exteut fallow ground, varied by plots 

of the different CG]d weather (or rabi) crops. 

There exist almost no roads; that is to say, 

except a few trunk roads of communication be­

tween the capital. and the district towns. there 

are almost none of the European sort, only irregular 

:!;racks,csometimes traversable by wheels, along tile 

balks (or a:iu) which divide and subdivide the 

soil into small cultivated patches or kJt:iJ.I. The 

few Qther roads which do exist, are JcadtdI4. ie. , 

1J.IIlD.etalled, and are pretty neaTly useless eIcept 

in the dry season.l 

1 011 the e latinly bigh 111114 of Wen Bengal, which lie. oo.tflhlc 

\be delta &1Id below the I1AiU1, I01Ill!thwg like ~ ml1 be .etn 
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The functi(m of main roads as t'&e JAe&DS of 

lor.omotion and ~"'6 of goods is perfonned in 

Q large part of Bengal by innumerable khiilll or 

canals, which branching oui from the great rivers 

Hooghly, Ganges, Puddn, Megna., &c., intersect. the 

country in all directions. n~at travelling UpOD 

them is somewhat monotonous, inasmuch as the 

banb are almost uniformly of bare, greasy, muJ, 

high enough . above the water, at other: times than 

during the ~, to shut out from view all that 

is not placed immediately on their upper margin. 

But now and then extremely pretty scenes occur, 

where mango topes and bamboo clumps, stl'aggling 

with broken front over and aloDg the top. ]ilartiWJy 

disclose the picturesque dwellings which are clus': 

tered beneath theix shade. River s:raft of elegant 

shape and quaintly loaded cargoea are ~wn. to 

the ghiii, 88 the sloping ramp is called, or are 

through and about the l'AJp;e villages, t1.OTIgh enD theM are-often 
Iotlt fitted COl' wheel traBic. \ The descriptiol1 in tJu, tellt 11 intend6ll ' 
Cor tbe delta alone. 
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moored in 'tbe water wa.y j and a.t the bat¥ng 

hDUr oC eady noon the ahallower water becomes 

ILlive with groups of man, women a.nd children 

immeraed. to the wyat, a.nd performing their daily 

ablutions in truly oriental fashion. 

Whether a village is thus placed on the high 
• 

bank of 8. kluil, or is situated inlalld, it invariably 

st.allds OIl relatively elevated groUnd above reach 

oC the wa.~rs which annually cloUle the Bengal 

world during the period of rains, and is almost 

as invariably hidden, 80 to speak, dwelling by dwell­

ing in the midst of jungle. In fact the masses 

of seemingly forest growth which appear tv bound 

the opp spaces of the ordinary landscape are 

commonly but villages in II. pleasant disguise. ' 

These villages can be approached ~n every side 

across the k'JUU by passing along the dividing 

(am) balks. No trace of a street or of any 

order in the arrangement of ~e houses is to be 

discerned in them, 

Perha.Fs it would be COITt!ct to say that there 
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ate ,DO hoU&e& in the European sense {each dwell­

ing is a small group of huts. generally four, and 

is conveniently termed a homeetead. This is the 

unit of the material, out of ~hich every village 

is constructed, and t,bemore merite a particular 

description. 

The site of the group is a very carefully levelled 

platform. raised somewhat above the general eleva­

tion of the village land, roughly square in figure, 

and containing say about 800 or 1,000 square yarde 

in area.. The huts of which the homestead is 

composM are made of bamboo and matting. or 

of bamboo wattled and plastered over with mud, 

sometimes of mud alone, the door of u." strnc­

ture a1l!O of mud being again raised above the 

level of the platform. Each hut is one apartment 

only, about twenty feet IODg and ten or ~en feet 

wide, commonly without a. window; the aide walls 

are low, the roof i,s lrigh peoked, with gncefully 

curved ridge, and is tll&iched with a jungle grass; 

the eaves project con.siderably, thus forming low 
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verandaha 06 the back and front of the hut. Theae 

hats are ~ged on the aides of the platf'orm 

facing inwards. and though they seldom touch .flne 

another at the 809.8, yet they do in .. . manner 

shut in the interior spa.ee, which thua constitutes 

a convenient place for the performa.nce of various 

. household operations and may be termed. the hoa8e­

space; the native name for it is utkan. It is bere 

that' the ~hildren gambol and bask, - seeds are 

spread to dry. the old women sit and spin i a.nd 

BO on. 

The principal hut often has, in additiol;1 to the 

door which opens on this interior quadrangle Dr 

house-apace. a second door and well kept -.erancb.h 

on the opposite side opening on the path, by which 

the dwelling can be ~t approached. This is the 

ba/ukakhana (Bitting room), and is ' the place where 

strangers, or.en Dot belonging to the family, 

are received. It is also ~ery commonly the sleep­

ing place of the male members of the family at 

night. The mud :8001' of the but or verandah 
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spread with a mat.i.e all the acconimoda?oD needed 

for this purpose; thougb the head of the houae 

or other favoured individual may atrord himself 

the luxury of a charyO'Jj, whiah is sim;ply sacking, 

or 's ooarse1y made web of tape or cord, stretched 

A.cross a ruae four-legged frame of wood. The hut 
• 

which stands aD tile further side of the quadrangle, 

facing the baAthak1liiM. is e.ppropria.ted to tbe 

women and children, one of the two ot~el'S contains 

the chula or mud fireplace and serves the pUl'pose 

of kitchen, and the fourth i.e a gala or 8tore~room of 

grain. In one of the huts, whether in the quad­

rangle or outside. will be the clAtnki, and that 

hut generally goes by the name of dke1""'i !Jhtr.r. 

The dhfflki is an indispensable domestic ute!Jsil, 

a very large pestle and mortar, the me.in purpose 

of which is to husk rice. The mort&:r is com~ 

manly a vessel, exr..avated out of a log of wood. 
• 

and is sunk in the ground; the pestle ~ the 

h.a.mmel' head (also wood) of a horizontal . lever 

bar which ··works on B low poet or support, and 
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the other ann 'Of which is depreaaM by ODe or 

two women applying their weight to it j upon 

their relieving this arm of their weight the hammer 

falling pounds the (Jaddy in the mortar, and by 

the continuanca of thi'a operation the husk of 

the grain is rubbed off. Padly, the grain of 

rice. somewhat remotely rascmblea barley, and 

must be husked before it can be ea.ten. It io 

swpriling how effectively the dhtnJ...-i attains ita 

object. 

If the f9.lllily ia more than ordinarily well off, 

the house group may contain more thll.ll four buta; 

there will often be a hut or shed open at tbe 

sides ip wbich the cattle are tethered, cr.rrying 

on a frail loft the primitive plough and other 

small implements of husbandl'Y; also in Hindu 

houses a thDkurMri, or hut in which the figure of 

the family deity or patron saint is presened. 

When ihe number of h~ts ex~ds four in 

all, one or more as the bullockshed, gala. &c., or 

avcn the d1ullJ.:"i-gklJ,r will commonly be situated 
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outside the quadrangle, perhaps in' front of or 

near to a corner. 

The homestead platform is generally surrounded 

in an :irregular manner by l&rge trees, such sa 

mango, plpal, palms. III small clearings among 

these a fow herbs and vegetables are grown for 
• 

family use ill the curry j and the whole area or 

-wmpound which belongs to the homestead is 

ma.rked oft' from its neighbours, geueralty, in some 
• 

very obscure manner, by most rude metes and 

bounds, though very rarely a tolerably utlat fence 

of some sort may be met with. The women of 

the family keep Lhc hardened mud floor of the 

house-space, of the principal huts and. uf t.he 

verandahs acrupulously clean, and often adorn the 

front wall of the bai1.hakhiiM with grotesque figures 

in chalk. But as & rule, the remainder of the 

ho~e.stead compound is in a most , peglect.ed dirty 

conditio.n, even the small" vegetable plata are com­

monly little more than irregular scratchings in 

the midst of low jungle undergrowth. There .tS 
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nothing resembling a. well kept ganten and there 

are DO flowers. The m1:bern Bengali has a very 

imperfect appreciation of neatness under Bny cir­

cumstances, and is absolutely incapa.ble, unassisted, 

of drawing either a. straight lioe or an evenly 

curved line; 

the edges of 

the traces left hy 
• 

bis little fields, ihe 

his plouglr, 

rows of his 

planted pad~. &c" exhibit as little order as 

the marks: of inked spider legs across no sheet 

of paper. 

The ordinary agricultural village of Bengal is 

but a closely packed aggregate of such home­

steads as that just described, differing fr.1m each 

other only in small l1articul.a.rs according to the 

means and occupations of their owners, and mOI'~ 

or less concealed among the . trees of their com­

pounds. . Thera is too, here and there, waste land 

in the shape of unoccupied sites for dwellings. an.d 

also tanks or ponds of water in the exoavatiolli, 

which furniahed the earth for the construction of 

the homestead, platforms, &c. 
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These ta.nka are often rich in all Botte of abom. 

mationa, overhung with jlbgIe. and surface-covered 

with shiny pond-weed; but they are nevertheless 

among the moat px:ecious po8seosiona of the village. 

The people bathe there, cleanse their 'bodycloths. 

get their drinking-water, anel even catch fish in 

them. For, it should be mentioned that in Bengal 

every pool of water 8WiU'DlS with nab. small or 

great; the very ditches, gutters and h~ow.!l which 

have 'been dried 11p for months, on the first heavy 

downfall :filling them, turn out to be complete 

preserves of little flah, and it is strange on suell 

an occasion to see men, women and children on 

aU sides with ev:ery conceivable form of net autUn· 

iog the waters for their scaly prey. Sometimes a 

fo.tnnate or a wealthy :ryot has a tank attached to 

his homestead all his own, to which his neighbours 

have no right to resort. 

To find a particu1ar dw~lliDg among such a cluster 

as this is an almost impossible task for a stmDger. 

The narrow ,paths which, threading deviously in 
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and out between the acarcely distiuguished com­

pounds, pUBing UDde~ trees and over mounds, around 

the tanka and &CroSI the rare t:naiticin (green), answer 

to the streets and J..anea of an Engliah village, but 

in truth they constJ.'tute .a, labyrinth of which none 

but the initiated are in pos8esaion of the clue . 
• 

The land which the cultivatora of the village. 

ie., the bulk of the inhabitants, till, is a. portion 

of the lower-lying plain outside and around the 
• 

village. The family of a homestead which may 

consist of a father and sons, or of brothers or of 

cousins, usually cultivates from 2 to 10 acres in 

the whole. made .up of several plots, w1icb often 

lie at 80me distance from one another. The men 

go out to their work at .daybreak, plough on shoulder, 

,driving their cattle before them along the nea-rest 

village path which leads to the open; sometimes 

they return at noon for a meal and a bathe in the 

tank, and afterwards go ~ut a. 8eCOM. tim~ to their 

work, but ofteDer they remain out till the afternoon, 

having some food brought to them about midday hy 
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the women a.n4 children. One man m:d his young 

son (still in his boybood) with a plough and a. pair 

of OXeD will cultiva.te &8 much as three acret!J, and 

so on in proportiou.1 There is. no purely agricul­

turallabouring class as WE': :Englieh know it. Small 

cultiva"'''' and tho 8UperflUOUB hands of a family 

will work spare times for hire on their neigbou1'8' 

land, and in some villages, where the occupation 

of a caste, say the Wf'AVeI'S caste, has di~ a natural 

death. the 'members forced to earn their livelihood 

by manual labour, amongst other employments take 

to labour on the land for wages. For the harvest 

a somewhat peculiar arrangement is often made. 

The paddy grown QIl land in orie lituation win 

ripen somewhat la.ter or earlier than paddy grown 

under slightly difrerent circumstances: and so Rmall 

gangs of cultivators from ODe village or district 

will go to help the cultivators of a distant village 

1 Perhpil' '6Tea more. with the aid reoeind m. rtaPing. h. 
t Cropillt.l'll klloWll. by design.tiona drawD froID. the moutha or 

1IeUOlI. in which they ani ,~ped or gat.heroJ, ulMfJdv.fI1i. 'xMnJ. 
&hi i and a-.lnpfletiffiy depmd Upoll the -= of .olPing. 
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to cut thei£ paddy. thia ft68qt&n~ being 1'etumed 

if needed. The ~muneration ~eived for this work 

is".U8ually one 'bundle out of frVery five, or out of 

every seven, that a,J& cut. The foreigners build .a 

mat hut for themselves in the harvest field, extem­

porize & threshing·ftoor and after having completed 

their service, carry home their bags.of grain. The 

lSl},te topic. of agricultural cultivation and land­

balding win be treated of in a later page . 
• 

Perhaps the most striking feature apparent in 

the village community. as seen by tle European 

eye. is the seeming unifonnity in the ways and 

manners of the daily life of aU tho component 

classes, a unifonnlty wbich from ita comprehensive­

ne&s indicates a low level of refinement. From OM 

end to the other of the village the homestead pre­

senta sca.reely any variation of particular, whether 

the occupant be & poor ryot or e. comllaratiTely 

wealthy mah4jul. Of trader, and ita furniture is 

pretty nearly as meagre in the one case as in th.) 

other. Sometimes tbe house of the wea.U.1uer and 
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more- influential baaa is paJt:ka or briok·built, but 

it ·it seldom on this. account superior in ap~ranC8 

to the "hatched bamboo homestead of his neighbour. 

On 'the contrary, it is genenilly· out of repair and 

partially broken down. Its plan i6 quadrangular, 

like that of· the hOIDMtead, with a similar al'ra.nge~ . . 
Inent of offices, sud being closed in with it.s own 

walls the house is, as a . rule, very dismal and dirty 

on the inside. The interior courtyard' bi its untidy­

ness and unkempt l:LI}.IOOt. commonly offers a striking 

contrast to the wholesome cleanliness of the open 

homestead 1l1hiim. Little more is to he found in 

the front apartment than in the baitJw.kha/na hut of 

the peasant, if he has one. Probably the one man 

will have tiner and IllOrc numerous body cloths 

than the other, and better blankets; his cooking 

utensils !lIld other domestic articles (very few iu 

a.U) may be of brass instead of earthenware, his 
• 

',ukluu of metal or even Flilver mounted instead of 

a cocoanut shell-his women wlll wear richer and 

1\ greater" quantity of ornaments than the women 

c 
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of his neigbbour. He may ' have a wooden gaiJd,i, 

(ta1chtapo&A). or low platform in his receiving-room, 

on which he and his guests or cHents may sit cros9-

legged. slightly rai,ed' above the earthen floor. 

He may have a richly ~ed in place of a plain 
• 

sanduk. or strong box, for the custody of his 
• 

va.luables, or even a plurality of them. But both 

!J,ouseholds will conform to the same general habits 

of life, and:thol!e very primitive. Tne food of the 

two i! pretty much alike, rice in s'Jme form or 

otber and curry j and this is eaOOn by taking it. 

out of. the platter or oft' the plaintain leaf with tbe 

fingers. The appliances of a slightly adWllC'ed stage 

of manners such 1\8 anything in the shape of knives 

and forks and spoons for eating purposes. tables. 

chairs, &c., are almost unknown. 

At home, and while at wQrk, most men go naked, 

all but the dlwti OJ' loin cloth, and very commonly 

children of both ae.xes up to the age of seven or 

eight yeara are abAolutely naked, In Europe, .as 

men riRe above tbp. poorer classes in mefUlS, they 
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apply their savings in the first instance to the 

increase of personal comfon, convenience. the better 

keeping: of their hous<'8, and ita incidents the garden, 

&C. This a.ppears not to be the case in Bengal to 

any great extent. Often "the foreigner's eye can 

detect hut little distinction between the homesteads 
• 

aDd surroundings of the almost pauper pea!tBot 

and those of the retired well-to-do tradesman. The 

mode in which the possession of wea1~h is made 

apparent, is ordinarily by the expenditure o~ money 

at family ceremonies, Buch as ma.rria.ge, ihraddAas 

(funeJ'lt,l oh8equies) and readings of national and 

religious epica. the Bbagbut, lliDlayan, and 80 on. 

On the OCClWons of slvulis and shraddiuu, the cost 

is in the preparation and purchase of offerings, 

presents, and payments to Brabman priests, presents 

to, and the feeding of, .Brahmans generally. For 

the readings, the Brabman narrator (katlUIJ,;) is paid 
• 

very highly, and both he and his audience are 

IIOtnethnes maintained for senra1 days by the 

empwyer. Then certain religious festivals are kept 

c 2 
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annually by such families &S can alford to do eo. 

ID pa.rticular Kalis' in Karlik (October) La.ksmia' 

at about the same time and Saraswati's or Sri 

Panch8.mis' in Magh (end of Janu8.IY). And 

ceremomes in honour of Dutl,"8. are commonly 

performed by well-~o-do people. At these times 

rich fawilies spend VM')' large sums of rooney. 

indeed. The 80cial milpect, which is cverywht're 

eommande( by ' the possession of wealth, seems 

to be meted out in Blmgal vely much accoluing 

to the mode or deb'TCe of Dl.8.guifil.'f'lIec with which 

these &emi-llublic family uuties aTe l)C)foImed, and 

thus it 11appeJls that even in the most out of the 

way agricultural villa.gc, slIch small ostentation in 

this way 88 c::m h'J ilttaiued unto, is the first aim 

of the petty capitalist in prdcrcnce to any effort 

at inJPl'Ovillg the couditions of bis daily life. The 

peoFle are I3till in a st9.Ge of civilization, in which . 
the advlWtages of refinement and convenience in 

the manner of livwg are unfelt, and the exciting 

plen.sures of tlH:l spectacle all powerful. 
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In village families, the wOtnOD are almost all 

alike ab80lute1y ignorant and superBtitiou8. Their 

dress is a. coarse cloth with rude ornaments on 

their arms and ankles. They· do all the menial 

work of the household, 't!ven when the family 

ranks among t.he better classes. Their habit of • 
going daily to the tanks to fetch water a.nd for 

washing gives them opportunity for gossip and 

searching of reputations which is selclcJn lost and 

often produces a bitter froit. The religious creed 

of both men and women is most crude a.nd ill~ 

formed. at best. a tangled tissue of mytllological 

fable. Such worship as is not vicuriou!I, :is fetish 

and deprecatory in its object. Women especially, 

probably from their greater ignorance and restrained 

condition of life, are disposed to attribute even 

COmmOD incidents to the agency of invisible beings. 

There are for them jungle spirits, and river spirits, 
• 

headless spiritlJ, Nx-handed goddesses, ghosts, gob­

lins, and in MlDe" part.s of Bengal witchcm.f\:. is 

firmly believed in. An old woman with uneven 
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eyes is certain to be looked upon &8" 1& witch, and 

children are carefully prevented froID appearing 

before lIuch a one. Girlll perform brot.oa with the 

purpose of averting future ills. .Astrology, half 

8(;ience, half faith, grows out of these eleme.nta 

&ud has ita profe8&OTII in · nearly every consider· 
• 

a.ble village. SigDB of prognostication. are care­

Cully llOugbt Cor, and bear each an assigned 

importance, For instance.· sneezing it generally 

inauspicious. The ticking sounn. of the liza:rd 

is a detening omen. When certain slars rule, 

the women of & family will not leave Lhe 

honae. Women will hesitate to cross a stream 

of wa.ter the day before that fixed for the per­

formance of a ""raah. . In short. their down-sittings 

and uprisings, walking, sleeping. eating. drinking. 

may be said to be subject to the arbitrary 

control of apiritual agencial; and a numerous . . 
body of astrologers finds employment and a not 

dP.8picable means of living. in the interpretation 

of the phenomena, by which these 8upernA.tural 
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governors IIllow their will or intention to be 

'diecoveretJ.l 

The plot of ground on which the homEllitead stands 

and the Bmall surrounding c()mpouud which goes 

with it, is hired of a 8U~riOT holder. A common 

rent is u.e. 1, 1-4 1-8 per annum for the homestead 
• 

plot, ILnd somewhat less for the attached piece. TIle 

buJ.Jing'!'I, however, which COllStitute the homestead, 

are Wlually constructed by the tenant afLd belong to 

him. Should he wove to another place, he may take 

away the materials or sell them. This is one reason 

wby mnrt, mat, and bamboo dwellings a.re the rule, 

and pakka (brick-bullt) houses thl:! exception. The 

larg~t Illat hut of a homeatead will cost from RH. 30 

to 50 to build entirely anew. The chulha, or cooking­

stove, is made by the women, of mud. The dao, or 

bill-hook, which 88 Ii tool is the Bengali'8 very jac.k­

of-all trades, is got from the village blacksmith Cor a 

I To JIl"':&. I'ilgrituagtl to .ame one or certain "'rr hol,y plaeer., 
.nd if pouible to lpend the l .. t dll,YI oI lif~ there, or.t IUlt io 
die! on the t.nk. fit holy Guigtlr., iI the ehtriab&d. liesire of e.vrsry 

one, m.le or (emala, rich or poor. 
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few annas. . The plough-handle of th,e cultivator ill · 

prepe.red almost for llolihing by the ryot himself, 

perhaps with the assistance of the village carpenter, 

RDd ita too is shod pith iron by the village black­

smith for one rupee.1 An average pair of bullocks 

may be obtained for Rs. 20, and the price of the few 
• 

earthen pots and pans of vilrious sorts, ~hich COD­

stitute the necessary ul;ensils for household purposes, 

mo.y be recMpned in pice. 

From such facts as these an idea ma.y b'! formed 

of the exooedingly ,manLy dimensions of the nrdina.ry 

vil1ager's accumulated capital; and too often of thiR 

even a large proportion merely represents a debt due 

to the maJuija1t.! The extreme povP.rty of, by far 

1 The plougb u. " mOflt aiTUpJe wooden tool ~ithout nny ito!! 

about it ~):.cept tho pointed fer~ .t th8 toe. In Ibpe it clOlll!ly 

rMemblel .. thin Illlchor; OtiC cI •• goes into the gronnd !lot Huch .n 

inclination that the other ill nee.rly vertice.l Ind 'JI!n-Vil u .. 'handlt! 

for the plOlzg'hm8.lI; the ~hank if! the pIlI'J.8h.bMm to "'hich the 

bullor.b I.l'e It1ocbed. Tht rtl ill no 8h~ coulur, 01 brout; the 

pointed end only ltil"ll tbll eutb, it dool not turn it. The whole ill 

.0 light thl.t II. ml.l1 eui.ly ca.me5 it over hUllhoulder. 

I See nota (A) in the AppendiJ:. 
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the largest portion, i.e., the bulk of the population in 

Bengal (the richest part of India) is seldolp rightly 

apprehended by English people, who have not had 

intimate eye experience of it. 4 It is the tropical 

climate Bnd the tropical facilit.y of producing rice 

which admits of lift', a.nd a certain low type of 
• 

health being maintained on a minimum of mell.D~. 

Seven rupees a month is a sufficient income where­

with to support a whole family. Food~· the prin­

cipal item of expense, and probably one rupee eight 

.anna" a month will, in most parts of Bengal. suffice 

to feed an adult man and twelve annss a woman, 

even in a well to do establishment. Such of the 

villagers as are cultivators generally have sufficient 

rice of their own growth for the bouse consumption; 

the little ca!lh which they require is the produce of 

the sale of the rahi (cold wel-ther) crops. The other 

vill~gers buy their rice unhusked (paddy) from ti me 

to time in small qUIlDtities, and all alike get their salt, 

tobacco (if they do not grow this), !fUrl" oil, masala, 

almost. daily at the general dealer's (modi) shop. 
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Purchases in money value 10 small as these, namely, 

the d:iily purcb~ of the curry spices needed by ODe 

whose sole subsistence for a month is covel'ed by Obe 

rupee" eight abbas: ohviously calls for & diminutive 

com. The pice, or quirter pBrl of an anna, which 

is the lowest piece struck by the mint, is not 
• 

snfficiently small, and cowries at the rate of a.bout 

5,120 to the rupee, are universally employed to 

8uppleme~t the CUlTency. 

The mod",', shop is a conspicuous featlUe in the 

village. In a large village there will l.le three or 

four of them, each placed in a more or less advan­

tageous position, relative to the village paths, !:Iuch 

88 at a. point where two or lUore thoroughfar&J meet, 

in a compuative1y open Bituation, or in the ueigh­

bourhood of the place where the weekly or bi-weekIy 

hiiJ, is beld. The shop in eaatern Bengal is must 

commonly a bamboo and mat buL., sometimes the 

front ODe 80 to speak of the howestead group, 

sometimes fltaDding flwgly. To open IIhop the mat 

side next the path or· roadwa.y is either removed 
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IIJtogether or swung up round its uppet edge &8 a. 

hinge, and supported on II. bamboo post, pent house 

fashion. The wares then ata.nd exhibited according 

to their character. seeds and spices in eatthen or 

.",ooden platters on the fronl' edge of ~e low counter 

which the raised floor presents, caked palm sagar 
• 

(our"'). mustard and ot·ber oils. salt, rice in various 

atagu of preparation in somewhat large open· 

mouthed veslK'ls set a little further behind, and . 
quite in the rear broad sacks of unhusked rice or 

paddy (dana); on the side walh! are hung the tiny 

paper.kites which t.he Bengali, child and man alike, 

is so fond of flying, all sizes of kite roe)l!, coarse 

twines, rude and primitive pictures, charms, &0., 

while the vendor himself squats cross-legged in the 

mid8t of his stores, or sits on a. 11/,orhii outside. The 

liquid articles arc served out with a ladle, the 

bowl of which is a. pif3Ce of cocoanut shell, and the 

handle a. 8wiLll-sized bamboo spline, and are rnewd 

out by the aid of a mee.snre which li> made by cut­

ting 08' II. piect: of bamboo cane above 8. knot. The 
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seede, and so 00, are taken out with the ha.nd or 

bamboo spoon, and weighed in very rode wooden 

scales. Occasionally, when the modi does business 

in a large way, tll& hut which. constitutes his sbop 

may be big enongh to adroit the pUt'chaser, and then 

the articles will bt> piled on roughly formed tables or 

benches. If the sale of cIoths-piecc-gonds-be 

added to the uauru 'lTwdi's busioE"RS. a IIcpllrate side 

of the hfit, furnished with a low tflkhtapoalJ, is 

generally set apan. for this purpoRe. The modi 

then hecomelJ more properly a makiijan, and the 

bamboo hut will usually be replaced by !l paJ&:a, 

brick-built room. 

A market or hiiJ, is held in most villages twice 

to WE"oek. The market place is nothing more than a 

tolerably open part of the village Bite. If one OT 

two large p'ipal treE'S overshadow it 80 much the 

beUer, but it is rare that any artificial structures ir 

the way of stalls exist for the prot«tion of th~ 

sellers and their goods; when they do eo tbey are 

simply long narrow lines of low sbed roofs covering 
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a raised floor. RolI:d -BUpported on bamboo posts, witlJ· 

out aide walls at' any kind. 

The 1tJLt is a most important ingredient in the vil­

~e life system. Here the proou,cer brings his spare 

paddy, his mustard-seed, bis betc111uts, his sugar-ca.nc. 

his gtL'I'h treacle, his chillies, gourds, yams; the fi.!lher-
• 

Joan brings hie fish, the scedctu8ber hill oils, the oltl 

widow her mats and otber handy work, the potw:l' 

his yll4ras a.ud gaflllaJl.S, the hawker his ~iece-gooil!', 

bangles, and 80 on; tbe WWll trader's agf!nts and the 

local 11wdis come to increase their stocks, the 1"l1l'a1 

folks come to supply their petty WSllts, all alike 

ILSIJl:lwb}e to eXl"lhllollge with one another the gossil' 

and news of the day; and not a few stay to dl;nl;, 

fol' it must be known that this is an accolllvlishmcnt 

which is by no means 1'8.te in India. l Each vendor 

t;it8 cross-legged on the ground witll his w»res 

set out arouud him, and for the privilege of this 

primitive staJ.l he pays a certain small sum 01' 

1 See; a. J'Ill"8T of Raj~lldnr. LAlli Mittnt , Rli n..hllluur, I.I •. !)., 
,:;,1.1£., in tho J OimUli oj tM Alluu~ 80cidy oJ! Bagal for 1873, 
Part I. No. 1. 
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contribution in kind to the owner of the hilt. who 

is generally t.he proprietor, in the peculiarly Indian 

sense of zam{ftdar, of the reet of the village land. 

The profits thus derived from & populs.r kat Sl'8 

sufficiently conaidera.ble· relative 'to ormolU)' rent to 

induce a singular competition :in the matter on the 

part of neighbouring zam;rndars; each will Bet up a 

1u'Ji, and forbid his ryots (which may be Bub 7Ilollo 

transla.ted', tenants) to go to the Mt of his rival. 

If ordel'8 to this effect fail of success, Te80rt. is some­

times bad to force. and ItO it happens that the 

holding of hats has become fra.ught wit.h dangeT to 

the Queen's peace, and the lel--oi.sll1.ture has found it 

necessary to give et:traoroinsTY preventive powers to 

the magistrate. 

If the village, or any 8ubstautial portion of it, is 

inhabited by MU88ulmans, there will be a ma¥£d 
(or mosque) ill it. This may be a pakka (brick) 

building. if the community bas at any time pos­

sessed 11 member zealous and rich enough to defray 

the coat of erecting it. More commonly it is of milt 



In. ,l.ND OUTS OF TH, VILLAGE. 31 

and bamboo. Almost &lways, of whatever material 

constructed, it exhibits one typical form, namely, a 

tong nlllTOW room (often in three or more or leaa 

distinctly marked divisions) clO6efj. at each end and 

on one eqie, and haVing the &ther side entirely open 

to a sort of rectangular courtyard or inclosure. l 

• 
The mulla who officiates there may be a ttadesma.n, 

or modi, gifted with a smattering of· Arabic sufficient 

to enable him to read the Korin. He is 5n theory 

chosen by the maiutUa (Muhammadan quarter), but 

practically the office is bereditary and is remu­

nemf-ed by Bmall Dlon~y payments made on 

occasiolls of marriagtlS and other ceremonies. 

I Th~ characteriatic of HuluLuunaUan architecture in India ill 

the heIllispberillAl. domed Toof. ThiR TOIJlliTC9 iI hltlll! of e'iu,J 

dimelHlioq .. to length alld breadtn; and tbe",roTft .... neever an 

oblong a}>;ln b .. to be roofed O'Ver th~ Il'lIb-th or th e oblong il!o mad .. 

""mo multiple of ita brNdtb, and it diYido<1 into the correllJlunding 

uumoor or 8CJ.U.". by traD.VeT811 rg",. or lJillnrt> .nd archea. The 

\ll'hole roof it t.hllJl conatrucW or ~ aUOOf:!I.Iion or domN. In thiI 

"ay tIle long iuu,rioT of a mO"1uc becomeft a .. riel! o( compartments. 

a.>mlQonly three, open to II&Ch. other between the pilllln or Wlder 

IUclt,,; aDd the -rillage mat room. whic:b it b:o '!ern u a moaqne, 

i~ TIlade W imitate thil an"a!lgemeDt tritbout indepeDdllDt ptup08e. 
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In pasaiDg along a village path one may ,<lOme 

upon .. group of ten or twenty almost naked chil­

dren, squatting under a p{pal tree near a llOme­

stead, or even nnper .. thatched vera.ndm appur_ 

tenant thereto, and engaged in marking letters on 

a plantain or palm leaf. or in doing 81lms on a broken 
• piece of foreign slate, or even on the smoothed ground 

before them. This is a paWuUa Of hedge school, the 

almost Ide indigenous means of educating -:he rising . 
generation i and by Government aid and otherwise 

this ho.a Undp.T toile English rule been ue .. -eloped into 

a mOBt potent instrumeut for the sprmw. of primary 

instruction. It still in its original lIl~agnme88 

exists in most country villages, serving in an­

in&itesimal degree to meet the needs of an enOT­

mnus class which the more jlfficient Europeani.zoo 

schools 88 yet fuil to reach. 1 The ilUltructioc in 

these patUuilas is given gratis, for it is contl".ll'Y 

to an oriental's social' and religious feelings of 

propriety t.bat learning of any sort sbould he 
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directly paid 'for. It i.e H. heavenly gift to be 

communicated by God's cbosen. people. the Rrah­

mans, originally to Brahmans and other twice-born 

classes ooly, but in these laCer days, with an 

extension of liberality not "quite accounted for. to 

outside castes also, 80 far as ~ard9 reaJing and 

writing the vernacular, arithmetic, and otht!t small 

elE:menf.6 of secular knowledge suft1cicut fOT the 

purposes of zamindari accounts, The ill:!ltructor in 

a typical ptW1IiiU~ is an elderly llniliman dignified 

with the deaignation Guru Afaluuoy .. occasioually, 

bowever, he is a 11wdi. or small tradesman who 

mana.ge conCUtl'eDtly with hitt busintlss to keep his 

eye on the group of urchins sCjuatting under the 

ea.vea of his sbop hut. Although there is no regular 

pay for the duty, the instructor does not Illly more 

than other folks do his small work for nothing; on 

the occurrence of 8p<!Cial eventa in his family the 
• 

parents of his pupils make him a small present of 

rice or ddl, or even a piece or clvtb. and when a 

child achievea .. marked II~C in ita progress. lilly 

D 
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the end of the alphabet, worda of OOb 8yllab~e, &0., 

a. simila.r recognition of the occasion is made. A. 

Br:a,hma¥ !J111rU, will in addition get his share of the 

gifts to Brahmans _hich fonn ·so 8~ioU8 an item o~ 

expense in the celebration of the many festivals and 

ceremonies obligato~ on a. "\Vell-to.-do Bengali . • 
In parts of Bengal noted for tbe cultivation of 

SanElcrit learning, 8uch as Vikmmpw and Nuddea, 

something. 8DBwflring very remotely to an old­

fashioned English Grammar School may now and 

then be met with. A turn of the village path 

will briDg you to a Tol; there within a half open 

mat flbed sit cross-legged on the raised mud floor 

ten or a dozen Brahman youths decently clothed, 

with SauBcrit manuscripts on their laps. They are 

IeEU'ning grammar from the wandcrful work of that 

chief of all grommnrinns, Panini, or more probably 

~~m Hops. Deva's book, or are transcribing sacred 

rol1& Each remainll st)me .. two or t}lree or even mor6 

yeaTS at this very monotonous employment, until he 

is able to pass on to the home of deepest 1ea.l"Ilin~, 
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Nobodweep. :A rude shelf of bllmboo lathe carries 

a few rolls of Sanscrit manuscripts, and thihl is all 

the furniture of the Tal. ' The master of the Tol is 

a Brahman Pundit who in obedience to the Hindu 

principle Dot only ~:l.i;he9 but maintains hill 

scholars. He is sometimes, tlJoagh DOt often, a 

very learned Wall, if learniDg means knowledgA of 

the Sanscrit language and of the peculiar philosophy 
• 

enshrineU in it: and he is always personally poor. 

Ilie meaDS of maint.aitUDg himself and his disciples 

are supplied in like manner as, though with fuller 

meallllTe tha.n, is the case with Glt'ru Mah.aJtoy. The 

Pandit who keeps 1\ successful schonl. gets n 

Benjamin's sha.re of presents at aU ceremonies and 

feasts; and all tlle richer Hindus of the neighbour~ 

hood contribute t.o his needs. He spends the vaca­

tions, say about two months of the ytmr, in travelling 

from house to bouse (of. those worth a visit). 

throughout an extensive area; and though he 

seldom actually begs, his purpose is known and 

he llevp.t leaves a reof without a honorarium of Re.1 

D 2 



36 MODBRN VILUGE LrF~ IN BENGAL. [I. 

and lls. 2, or even Rs. 20, according -to the wealth 

of his host. 

One poor homestead in II. village may be occu· 

pied by two or three lone willows, who have been 

lert desolate in theiT generntion .. without a member 

of their family to support them, and who have . . 
joined their lots together in order the better to 

eke 011t a miserabie subsistence, and wretched 

creat·ures flley are to tIle European eye, emaciated 

and ha&:,('J9,rd, with but little that can be called 

clothing. Yet, somcwlHl.t coa.reeJy ~n1TlIlou!l, they 

seem contented enough and certainly manage by 

mnt~weaving and 8u~h like handy work, or when 

occasion offers uy menial service, or perhaps oftener 

I'till by the aid of kindly gifts from neighbours, to 

gain & not altogether precarious 8ubsi~tence. 

And very few vilhges are without one Of more 

specimens of the Ryragi, ,and his female companion, 

coarse licensed mcnrlicanta of a relibtious order, in 

whose homestead one of the hui:.s will be a Iluilcuroo,ri 

of Krishna (an incarnation of Vishnu), whereat the 
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members of the very numorous sect of Boistubs or 

Vaisuabas (Vishnuhites) on certain fesUvals lay 

their offerings. The Dyragi, who ma.y be termed 

the religious minister of one -of the sect9 which 

owe their origin to the ~at reformer ChaitanYi:L 

a. little more than three hunrJrcd years ago. or 

perhaps more correctly a member of an ascetic re­

ligious order, has very commonly tbe reputation 

of lOOdillg a grossly sensual. life, and bilt'appearance 

does not always bE>.lie his reputation. This is an 

unfortunate outcome of the noble latitudinarianism, 

which first taught in modem India that all men 

without distinction of race, creed, sex, or caste, 

are equal befOl'e God. 

The hom~tead of the goii,la" 01' cowman, of which 

tbere will be several in a villsgP., is precisely of the 

same type as aTe those of his neighbours: and he 

is also a. cultivator as most of them are. Proba.bly 

the cowebed will. be actually brought up to the 

ulltiin and fill one of the side.!! . The cows arc tiny 

little animals ()ft.en n'lt more than three feet high 
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a.nd miaetably thin. They are kept tethered clOse, 

side by side of each other in the open shed, and 

there fed with dried grass. wetted straw, and such 

like fare. except wh~n under the care of 8 boy they 

are allowed to pick up what they can on the 

waste places about tbe village, and on the fallow 

~hetB. The cowman "and his cows o.re very important 

members of the village community, for all Hindus 

consume milk when they can afford to do 80. After 

rice and pulse (dJi) bluu) it is the staple food of 

the people. Neither butter 8.'! it exists :.n Europe 

nor cheese seem to be known to thl: llativea 

generally. although the art of making the lat.ter was 

introduced by tbe Dutch, at their settlements such 

aa DacCII., Bandel (Chinsumll) and is still practised 

there for the European market, and a erode form 

of butter, or as near an approximation thereto &S 

the climate admits of, is also largely made for ' the 

richer natives aud EuroPeans. l 'his is commonly 

effected by fil'B:t curdling the milk with an acid 

lind then churning' the curds. It ie the busineB8, 



I.] INS AND OUTS <IF risX VILLAOB. 39 

hpwever. of 'the goata not merely to sell milk in the 

raw state, but also to compound various preparations 

of it, thickened. One such preparation, dahi, is in 

consistency not very unlike a Plass of thick clotted 

cream, '9.8 it may sometimi-8 be got in the west of 

England, with all the fluid portion 'omitted or 
. . 

strained from it, and l8 pleasant eDoUJ!:b to the 

Europeah taste. This appea1'8 to be & universtt.l 

favourite, and is dally hawket! about fl"OlUoliomestead 

to homestead by the gu(Llas in earthen ghaTaI, which 

are carried scale-iil.shion, or bahangi, suspended 

from the two extremities of a bamboo across the 

shoulder. 

The hlacksmith's shop is a curiuus vlou:e of its 

kind, simply a thatched shed, with old iron IWd 

llew of small dimensions lying. about in hopelesS 

cunfusion. In the cent.re of the mud floor ie a 

very small narrow anvil, clos8 to the fireplace, 

which latter is Dothing 'but a hole sunk in the 

ground The nozzle of the bP.llOW8 (an instrument 

of very primitive construction) is also let il.l:w the 
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ground. The headsmitb, sitting on e. low stool 

or on hie heels, .... orks the bellows by pulling & 

string with one nand while with .. tongs in the 

other he manipull\1ies the iron in the fire, . a.nd 

then. still keepillg h~. seat, turns to the o.nviJ 

whereon with a. small hammer in his right hand 

he performs the guiding part in fashioning the 

me~ and. an assistant also squatting on his heels 

~llOW8 h.i.e lead . with a larger hammer. The 

'hammer heads are long. aD one side only of the 

haft, and. unbalanced by any make-weight, and th~ 

anvil is exceedingly. narrow; yet the b~OW8 are 

struclt by both workmen with unerrin.g precision. 

The village1'll requir6· but little in the abape of iron 

work. A few nails, the toes of the ploughs, A,.udal" 

(cultivating hoes) tkzoSp answering to bill-hoob. 

the bonti of domestie I.Dd other use (fixed curved 

blade) ooDstitute pretty nearly all their necessariee 

in the way of iron articles: These are mostly made 

or repaired by the villaae b1ackamith. His stock of 

iron is principally. English hoop-iron, which is bought 
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II.t the Dearest town 'by him, (.IT for him, and which 

bas come out. to India. in the shape of hands round 

the impO:rted .piecegoods bales. 

The professions are not alto~ther unrepresented 

in a. ~Dgal village, for yO'll may not seldom meet 

the kabirrlj 'or native doctot, 8. respectable looking 
• 

gentleman of the Vaidya caste, proceeding with a 

gravity of demeanour befitting his vocatiOIl, to some 

patient's homestead. If YOlL ca.n pers~& him to 

open his stol"88 to you, ' you will probably find him 

can-ymg wrapt up. as a tolerably lURe bundle (cover 

within- cover) in the end of hi~ cluul."" & very great 

Dumber of paper pllcketB, resembling packets of 

i!ower seeds each carefully numbered and labelled. 

These are his medicines, al.m.ost all in the shape of 

pilla compounded after receipts of antiquitJf; ma.ny 

are excellent as specifics, and there seems reason to . 
think that English medical men in India might With 

• 
advantage resort more than they do to the native 

phannacopaUa. The kabiraj does not charge by fees 

in the manner of E'l~ea.n doctors, but mak~s a 


