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bargain beforehand in each case foJ' the payment 

which he is to receive for specified t.reatment; for 

example Re. 1 or Rs. 2 f()f the ordinary medicine 

with two 01' three, visits -in an obstinate case oi 

malarioUl! fever. In the event .r a cure, tb~ 

patient often t.estifiea his gratitudfl by making a 

present to his doctor. 

The astrologer too ought pedl~pa to be ranked 

in the prufessional class; nu.d he will be- found in 
• 

nearly every principal village. He is .~n Acharjee 

(Lugu Achll.ljoo), but of a somewhat low class of 

Brahman, whose business is to paint. Lhe th.al.."Urt' 

(idols) and the various traditional representations 

of the deities; alBa to tell fortunE18 and to inter­

pret omeos and signs of luck, or of interposition 

of providence j to prepare horoscopes, and 80 on 

Those who do not succeed sufficitilltly in these 

higher branches aC their craft take to painting 

pictures in water colours for use, in the way of 

decorative purpose, on occasions of the great cere­

monies which are performoo. in the richer families. 
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Tlie Hindu artiat does not appear to have obtaIDOO 

a knowledge of perspective, and in t.he.ore pictures 

it is seldom that any attempt is apparent to 

realise its effects. But QutliUti and colour are 

remarka.bly well depicted Oll. the flat. These men 

can be got to work many tngether on a. glven 
• 

subject for a monthly pay of Rs. 20 or Ra. 30 

accenting to the eftieieney of the painter. But 

lDost commonly each prepares his p~~ure8 at 

ltlisure in his own house and presents them when 

finished to BOme rich person in the generolly well­

bunded expectation of receiving ample remunera.­

tion (or his labour. 

The wonbip of God which obtains Ilmong 

Muhammadans, may be desib'Dated CODI:,rreg&" 

tiona! and personal, while that among Hindus is 

domestic and vicarious. With the former, the 

masjid, public preaching, uJrited prayer and . 
adoration offered by individuals collected in 

heterogeneous 888embla.gea Or CODb'l"f!g8.tiOllS, are 

ita characteristic featue8. With the latter, the 
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f"ooily idol (or representation of the deity), the 

daily service ilIld worship of this idol performed 

by a pl'iest for the family, and the periodic ee1e· 

bration of cerem~nies in honour of that mani-

festatif)ll of the deity which the family adopts, as 

well as those for the benefit of deceased ancestors' 

souls, constitute its principal ingredients. Among 

wealthy Hindus the hereditary spiritual guide, 

the hered.itary pU1'okit and the service of the 

jewelled t1uik1l-r form, so to speak, the k'ilystone of 

the joint family structure: and tbe poor folkll of 

a country village make the best .shift they can tc. 

worshill God under the like family system. Every 

respectable household that can afford the small 

expense has a. rude tkaJ.:"Ur, or image of its patron 

deity placed in 8 separate hut of the homestead, 

and a Brahman comes daily to perform ita wor­

ship and service. As might be supposed, it is 

not worth tbe while of any hut. the lower cask 

of, and imperfectly educated, Brahmans to pursue 

this vocation j so it generally bappens that the 
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~"6 purokits are an extremely ignorant set of 

men. In flome districts they are mosL1y foreign to 

the village. coming there from 8. distance; they 

reside in it only for Ii few ycartl,. then return home 

(or an interval, providing"8. substitute or vicar 

during the period of their absence. These minis· 
• 

ters of religion get their remuneraLion in the 

shape of offerings and small fees, and manage 

on the Whole to earn a tolerably good ;:t:i.velihood 

by serving several families at a. time. With 

other Brahmans they also come in foi a. share of 

tihe gifta which are distributed by wealthy men 

cn the OCC.asiODS of faruily cel'f'.monies WId festivals. 

I IJ great measUl'e the office of purohit is hetedi.· 

tnry. and indeed strictly 80 in the case of families 

of social distinction and importance, who, as Ii 

rule. have more than one spiritual guide e.'Cciusively 

to themselves. For there is the guru, or spiritual 
• 

instructor of the individ.ual who gives him the 

mantra, and the higher class purohit who is the 

Acharjee and eonducb the periodic ('lIja festivals 
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of the family. in addition to the ordinary 

purohit who perlonns the daily .e.vice of the 

t1t.akur. Over and above the regular service 

of the thaJcur perlormed. by the priest, there is 

also among BrahmanS a manifestation of per­

sonal devotion on the pA.rt Gf the individual 

members of the family. It is right in Rrabman 

families that each individual shoul1 once or 
. . 

oftener in- the day (lome before the image and 

say n Sanscrit prayer or recite a ma1i.t1""-

The mnss of the ryots who form the populntion 

of the village am too poor to bave a. fa.mily dpity. 

'l'hey are forced to be content with the oppor­

tunities they bave of forming part of the audi~nct'; 

on the occasions of religious festivals celebrated 

by tl,eir richer neighbours, aud the annual pujas 

performed at the ·village 7114ndap on Lehnlf of the 

community. 



II. 

ZAMINDAH A.ND MA.dMAN. 

MANY other members of the villa{:!e society thun 

those alrea.dy mentioned deserve descriat1.on. such 

liS the carpenter, the potter, the weaver, the 

fisherman, and the like. I t might be told, too, bow 

a woman, or an old man incapahle of lll.borious 

exc:rtiulJ, will venture a rupee In t.he purchn.sc 

from the jall.:a-f'1lJaiu of a basket of fi:lh, frolll 

the ryot of a bundle of chillies, &c., with the 

ho~ of earning a. few pice hy carryillg: this to 

the !uU and there selling in retail; how the 

pith~v;orker plies his occupation, or IIOW tbe 
• 

widow makes ber mats. AmI the mandai, tbe 

clt.a.ttt--idar. the barber, the wn.ehennan will 

prohaWy her~f'ter baye their real.ective places 
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in the village economy pointed out. The general 

texture of the village material · has, however, 

even thus fa.r, been 8u.tBcient1y represented, and to 

complete the ou~e of the litU" community it 

only remains to sketch ' in the two most influential 

of ita ooDstituentsJ namely, the zamindar Rnd the 

malt4ja'Tt. 

Preliminary to deacribing the status or these 

persons a few words more !l8 to externals are ne­

cessary. It has already been said that the site 

of the loose aggregate of homesteads which forms 

the Bengali village is somewhat el(! ... a~l abovl! 

the general level of the cultivated plain, aud 

}ll"esents, wlHm viewed from the outside, a more 

or le@8 wooded appearance by reason of tbe pipal, 

mango, tamarind, aud other ' .forest trees which 

usually shut in the several dwellings. This 

woodeti dwelling area, ao' to call it, is skirted by 

waste or common land of very irregular breadth. 

and beyond this again comes the cnltivated land 

or the open plain (nulth). Up to a certain boundary 
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line (of immemorial origin but ordinarily well 

ascert&ined) a.ll the land both wtite and culti­

Vllt.ed, reckoned outwards from the village, beloDgs 

to the village in a sense which. will be hereinafter 

explained. On the, othel' side of tbe line the 

land ,in like mimner. belongs to some oth('l' village . 
• 

In part.~ of Bengal where portions of the CQuntry 

a.re in a state of nature the limite of the village 

territory will include jungle and. ·otherwise 

unappropriated land. 

The village and its land (the entimty is tettned 

II. matuwk) in some respects a/fordR considerable 

resemblance to a.u Englip.h paril'h, a.nd possibly 

the two may ha.ve had II. certain communiLy of 

origin, but there are differences enough in their 

present respective conditions to render it impos­

sible to pass by analogy from the ODe to the other. 

Of course, both in the English parish and in the 

,Indian 11U1uzah t.he principal business of the 

people is ~culture. But in Eng1a.nd, now~-a.­

dA.ye. the cultivation or the eoil is not cnrritld pn 

• 
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under plll'OObial righ ts, or in any dp.b'l'ee subject 

to comTDunistic principles. Every portion of 

the cultivatable aro.1. of the rarisb hi cultivated 

by some one who- either owns it himself &8 his 

property in the same lIense as all other subjecta 

of property are owned, or who hires it fOT culti­

vation from such ftn owner. In [uelia, on the 

oUler hand, the lnnd , of the mauzah. is cultivated 

in small' patches by the resiclent ryots (or culti­

vators) of the village on payments of ~ues, ac­

cording to the nature of the soiT, and the purpose 

o[ the cultivation, to a. pel'son whu, relll.~ively 

to the Tyot, is termed the zamindar, viz., the 

la.ndholder (not accura.tely landlord) of the mauzaA. 

These dues are at this day nniversal1y denomi­

nated rent; but although they ate most com­

monly vmable and capable of adjustment from 

time to timE',. between the zawndaT and the 

tyot, they do not cortespotld iu all nspect.S to 

rent. and SOme confusion of idea ill ~onally 

peroeived to arise from careless use of tnis word. 
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To the English observer it is very remarkable 

at first to find t~at the land belonging to the 

village is, with extreme minuteness oC discrimina­

tion, claMified acooTding to chalacters attached to 

it. . by custom, &ltd having ~latioD to data which 

are not all concrete in kind, Sl1cIa as the prevail-
• 

ing water-level of the rainy season, the natu1'6 

of tbe rent payable for it, the 'purpose to which 

• it is put, the class of persons who rna!' by CU8-

tom occupy it, and so on. Thus we llleet with :-

Sali-Iand wholly submerged during the period. 

oC the rains-of different gradus. 

Suna-not so-aIso oC different grades. 

Nakdi-=-land Cor which reut is paid in cash per 

bigah. 

BhaoH-land for which rent is paid 10 kind­

part DC the produce . • 
-la.nd for which I'f:nt is paid in cash per 

crop per big-ab. 

Bhiti-raised house-site land. 

• 2 
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Khudkaaht-land which the residents· of the 

village are entitled to cultivate. 

Pahika.sht -land which outsiders may cultivate. 

These characters or qualities adhere almost per­

manently to the same land, and there is for each 

vi1l~ue a recognised rate of rent (or 'ltirkA) pro­

perly payable a.ooording to them. Also, when 

the oceupp,tion of the hnd is, as conlmonly hap­

pens vnth the Sunaland, on lUI utban(ii jama, 

and the cultivation if! by alternat.ion of cropping 

and fallolV, tlll.! ryot or cultivator only pays for 

so much of an.el! sort of land as be actually tills 

for the year. It if! apparent, then, t.bat ",renerally 

speaking, the luecise amount of payment to 'be 

mkde by the ryot to the zamindar in each year 

is a matt~r of some complexity of calculation. 

Perhaps it SllOUld Qe here rcmaiked that in 

mo~t vil~"C.8 by far the larger portioD of the lanu 

ill Khnclkaaht. 

The ordinary state of things, then, is shortJJ 
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this :-Tbe open lands of the village are divided 

up among the resident ryots in small allotments 

(so to speak), an allotment often consisting of 

several scattered pieces, and· generally compre­

hending land of various qualitip.8 as ahove defined 

-it rarely exceeds ten acres in the whole and is 
• 

often much less-and the payment of rent by 

each ryot to the zamindar is made on a shifting 

scale, depending upon more or less Qj- the ele­

ments just mentioned. An abbreviated example 

of the year's account between the ryet. and 

zamindar are given in the Appendix. l 

Putting aside all questions of right on the part 

of the cultivator to occupy and till the hwd of 

the village, we have it 88 a matter of fact that the 

Bengal ryot is little disposed to move, and thai for 

generation after generation, from father to 8On, 

tbe same plots of land (or approximately so) remain 

in the hUlrlS of the same family. 

After this preface, part of it in 8Om~ degree 
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repetition, we ~ in a Situation to take 8. view of 

the zamindaT, considered 88 a. personage of the 

village. It .will be convenient to speak 88 if there 

were but one such pereon for a whole village. This 

is Dot strictly true as regards the 1')'ot, or rent. 

pa.yer. and will be qualifieo:l by explanation here­

after. B'ut it lY the simplest form. of the actual 

<:Me and tbe norrual idea of a zamindsl' is best 

arrived Il~. by conceiving that a ma~1.ZDA is the 

RmA.llest unit in his ho~ding-that the zamindari is 

an aggregate of nlany entire m.a'Jlzaks. 

Now when it is remembered how small is the 

quantity of land tilled by each ryet, that he pa.ye for 

dijfexent portiona of this at different rates. that the 

quantity of the land of each sort or the nature 

of the crop, Recording to which he paye, variee 

from year to year, snd that the total year's rent is 

-generally paid in three or four kists, or instalments, 
, 

it will be seen, that the bUBiuesa of collecting the 

rente &f a Bengal 7/UI.'w:aJa, is a very different thing 

from the work whic~ is done by a landlord' s ageut 
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in England, and that it can only be carried on 

througb the means of aDo , organized staff. This staff 

is commonly called, bo~h individually and collec­

tively, the zamindar's, or zami7ldari ammo It usually 

consi&ts of II. Teh&ildar. PatlDari, Gumaihta, and 

p!on.J, or similar officers uDder different D&IIle6, 

varying with the district. 

The Teksildar is the collector of the rents, and 

if the Z4mindari is large. one TdtM.ldar ~ll collect 

from three or four mau.zah&. 

There is generally II. Tehaildar's J.:aeluih'T"i in each 

m4umh or village-it is the office where the 

utmindari books tLlld papers relative to the village 

collections are made up and kept j somtltimAi II. 

vexauda.h·shed or hut of mat and bamboo serves 

the purpose of the kachahri, sometimes it is II. 

pakka, house of brick with sufficient accommoda~ 

tiOD to enable even the zamindlll' to pass II. few 

days there wben he resid6/j elsewhere than in the 

village and is minded to visit it. Book-keeping is an 

art, which Hindus seem to carry slmost to an absurd 
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extent of detail, and it would be tedious to describe 

aU the boob which are kept in due COUfse of the 

kaihalvri business. It will be sufficient to mention 

the principal 8lllon'g them; these a.re, first, three 

or four books bearing' the denomina.tion of the 

ckittha, which amount in t:ffect to a numbered 

rej"tititer in various wa.ys and in minute d.etail of all 

the small daus, or pJote into which. the village 

lands are- riivided, the measurement of each, its 

situation, the quality of the land, the ryot who 

cultivates it, and 80 on, the last of the:m being 

the kluJJ.-iyan, or ledger, which gives under tmCh 

man's Dame all the different portions of land held 

by him, with their respective characteristics. TIle 

jama ba.lIdi is a sort of a.ssessment paper made up 

for each year, with the view of showing for every 

ryot, IL8 against each portion of the land held by 

lrlm, the rate at which it is held, according · to 

quality or crop, and &lso to exhibiting the total 

amount which in this way becomes due from him, 

and the leist, in which it is to be paid; ~nd the jama-
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1IXlBil-baJ.:i is an 8.CCOunt pl'f'Jpa.red ~fter the expira­

tion of the year,. repeating the principal statements 

(If the jam,n, band" as to tlla amounts which had 

\ltloome due, and tben giving t1ae payments which 

had actulllly been made, together with the a.rre&I'8, 

A Bengali a.ccount book iii formed by sewing 

together with a cord. &Dy Dumocr of very long 

narrow loos6 sheets at one of their ends, and when 

it 18 closed the free ends of the 8h~ets.k folded 

back upon the eodA which are thus bound. When 

it is open the bound end rests upon the reader's 

arm, "the opper leaves are . thrown back and the 

writing then runs from the free end of Olle page 

Gown through the cincture, to the free end uf the 
• 

next. In this way a total page of portentous length 

is ponible and some jama bandi& take advantage 

of thi8 property to the utmost. 

The GumaJlhta and Pal/wan, 01' similar officers, 

by wbaiever name they may be called in the 

dift'erent districts, are charged wit~ the duty of 

keeping up the ka.cha1t.ri-books according to the 
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varying circumstances of the ryou' holdings; and 

for this purpose have to keep /I sharp eye through­

out the year upon the ryoUi' doings. It will be 

seen at once that 'persons cba.~ with the fuue­

tioIl8 of these .mmi'fldari amla have much temptation 

to use the opportunities of their situation to their 

own . advantage. ~ a nUe they are ~f the same 

class B.S the . villag(; ryota. and ate theDl!lelvetI 

cultiv:aton.. · It is not therefvre matter of surprise 

when it happens, BlJ" it ofteu does, that the plots 

which are in their hands are the best in tbe village. 

Their proper work prevents them from actually 

Jabouring in the fields, and they are supposed to 

pay those of the other ryots who till the soil for 

them, but it is too frequently the case tha.t they 

ma.nage somehow to get thia'-done gratis. And 

they a.re by no meam. ignorant of th!! art of obtRin­

iug the offer of gratifil'Atil>ll8 when ' they requi1'6 

them. . The office is in & sense hereditAry, tnz.. the 

aoD generally succeeds th~ f~er in it. But this 

is alm08t a Deceaaity. fur it is seldom the cue tbat 
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more than one or two Oth6tS in· the village po8ee88 

the small knowledge of readiDg. writing, and 

account-keeping. which is needed for the work. 

Indeed the ryota a.re universelly uneducated and 

i.l;nora~t. and in an extreme degree susceptible to 

the influence of authority. The rela.tion between 

them and the zamindar is quasi-fcu&'l in its 

character. He is their supe:rior lord and they are 

hi. .ubjects ('Yots). both by habit .. d.~y feeling 

"adacripti gk!x.." They would be entirely at 

the mercy of the zamindar and his amla were it 

Dot for another most remarkable village institution. 

namely, the mandai I ; this is the village head man, 

the mouthpiece and repreij60tative of tbl:! ryots of 

the village in all matters between them a.nd the 

zamindar or his officers. The mandaI is a culti-

vatot like the rest of the ryots, and by no means 

nece888.rily the richest among them. He holds his 

poIitioo in 80me euppoeed manner dependent upon 

I Thta is hia 111m oo~,lIIigIu.tio.t/. . The nune, howeftl', 
nru. with dUtricta. . 
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their suffrages, but the office in fact. almost in­

variably passes from father to SoD, and 80 is 

hereditary for the same reason tht all occupations 

and employments ~n India. are hereditary. His 

qualifications are, sufficient knowledge of reading, 

writing, and zamindari accounts, and thorough 

acquainta.nce with tbe customary right8 of the 

villagers. He receives no emolument directly, 

but the 'other ryots will geneI;ally from time to 

time help him gratuitously in his cultivation, and 

it is not unfrequently the case tha.t be pays & ]tlSS 

rate of rent for his lalld than the ordinary occupy­

ing ryot dl{e8. It is impo.ssible thoroughly to 

de&crioo the mandal's functions in a few senrenoos. 

He is so completely recognised a.8 the spokesman 

of the ryots, ODe and all, OD' 'every occasion, that 

it is often exceedingly difficult to extract, in his 

absence, from au indiviq.us.l ryot information Up6D 

even the commonest flIld most indifferent matter. 

The lIUlndal and a few of the elder men constitute 

the village pa'1l£hayaJ, by whom most of the 
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ordinary disputes and quarrels are adjusted. III 

more obstinate cases the ma,nda,l lind the partiel 

go to the zamindar, or his representative the naib 

or gurna.shta, for discussion and arbitration. Thus 

very much of the administmtion of justice in the 

rural districts of Bengal is effected without the 

lleed of l'OOOU1'86 to the formllol antI expensive 

machinery of the public courts. 

When the village is ODe in which the zamindo.r 

resides, it will often be the cnso that the barber who 

abates the members of his family, the dlwbi who 

washes for thl'.tn. the head da,"wan (or porter) aud 

other principal servants all hereditary, hold their 

portion of the village lund, at relativoly low rents 

or even rent free, in cODsidemtion of their services. 

In addition kl t.his the dlwbi antI the barber, for 

instance, have the right to be employed ut cus­

tomary rates of pay by all the ryot.!!. · SOIl..Lotirues 
• 

the carpenter and the blacksmith are in the 

like situation. There is also ... hereditaTY villnge 

chaukidar (or waklhQl8n) who gets his land n"llt. 
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free. And tbe Brahman prieet,' whetber of the 

zamindl\l"s fSOlily. or mainta.ined 'for the village 

P~I &C .• is suppryrted iq thifl, same mode. 

We ha.ve thus lJefore UB. in the Bengal village 

community, B social structure which, for want of .. 

better term, may in a. certain qualified sense be 

called ·feudal. The principal fea.tures can be 

summed up as .follows :-At the bottom is the great 

mass of ~t.&ry cultivators of the village lands 

(ryots) j at the top the superior lord entil;le.d to rents 

and dl1p.s from these cultivators (zamindar); Deft to 

llim, ami connected with his interests, come tllo!e 

who cOD.:.titute bis fisCill or<'o'8.nis:ltinn (amla,) and hi'! 

ptivil+ .. ged servants; on tbe oLher side, again, are 

the representatives and officers of the village, and 

by the union of both elements, 'so to speak, is formed 

a court leet which when occasion requires disposes 

of any topics of internAl friction by the authon-. . 
tativa declaration of custom aDd usage. 

Outside this system, with no recognised place in 

in it, yet nevertheless the motive power by which 
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it is kept working, is the maMjnn, or village 

cr.pitalist. The "Bengal ryot,_ eIcep~ olily a. fraction 

of the whole class, has no accumulated wealth-no 

pecuniary meaDS other than that which his own 

labour aD the land caD earn for him. He carries on 

n .\msines8, however, which from time to time and 
• 

periodically, require8 outlay of money. There is a 

hut of the homestead to be new built or repaired, 

8 plongh or other implement to be made, "a. pair of 

bullocks to" be bought, seed for sowing to b6 pro­

cured, above all rice to be got for the food of himself 

nnd his flLIDily, IlJld also !levemJ. /"-i!t6 of his rent 

to be pOOd before all his crops enn be seCUl'ed and 

l'ealifled. Alone and unaided, he is almos L inva­

riably unable to mCl't all nlcse current demands. In 

the western part of the Delta. his savings are seldom 

sufficient to tide him wholly over the time which 

mll5t elapse before the year's production COtneR in . 
• 

To the mrtMjam, therefore, he is. obliged to go for 

money and for pa.ridy 88 he wBnt'! them. The com~ 

monest course of dealings ootween the parties is "as 
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follows :-The paddy for sowiag &1ld for food. and 

also other seed, i.e provided upon the tertnll that it is 

to be returned together with a. surplus of fifty per 

cent.. in quantity .t the time of harveat; and the 

Jl.lODey is advanced upon condition of bein~ I'f'paid, 

also at harvest time. with two per cent. per mepsem 

interest either in' the shape of an equivalent of 

paddy. reckoned &t bazaar prir.ea, or in cash at 

the optitm of the lender. As security for the dUb 
• 

carrying out of this arrangement. the 'T1U1ltajaft, fre­

quently take~ an bypothecation of tbe ryot'8 future 

crop, and helps himself to the stipulated ImlOUII" on 

the very threshing 800r, in the open fielu. 

The actual result of ·this state of things is, at 

least, curious to the eye of the European obs~rvcr. 

The zamindar. who at timt sight &ppea.rs to till the 

plaee of an English landlord,)s merely a rent 

cbarger j the tyot, who seems to have a bencfici;-,l 

interest of a more or le88 penn anent nature in his 

allotments, is 8carce1y more tblUl 0. field labourer, 

living from hand to mouth j and the mahtijan, who 
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in etreet furnishes tbe farming capital. paya the 

labour and taked all the profits, is 8. strl\Dger, having 

no proprieta!y interest in the land. He is & credit.of 

only, whose 801e object is to ntallse his" money as 

whantageously as possible. After setting aside in 

his galas, as much of the produce come to his 

hands, EI8 he is likely to need 'fnr his next year's 

Imslncss advances in kind, he deals with the rest 

simply 1108 a. comfactor, sending it to the most remu-
• 

ner&.tive ma.rket. A thriving 1I1ahiijan may have II. 

whole 11UJ'II!I!t:Ilt, or even more under his hand, and 

yet be has no legitimate propl'ietary Statt18 in the 

community, while those who have, namely. the ryot 

on one hand a.nd the zamindnl' on tl\C other, for 

diiterent reasons are apparcully powerlcs8. The 

consequent unprogressive character of an agricultural . 

vilIah'C cannot be more brrn:rhica.lly described than by 

the words of an intelligent young zamindar.l . 
"A llUsbllDdman of the present day is ths 

I Babu Pe&ry ChulI.d Hooktrjtf!, BC7I!1. SIX. Sci. TroJU. vol. iv. 
_,4.P.l. 

• 
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primitive being he always has been. With a piece of 

rag round his loins for his clothing, harP. fPoet, a nrise­

rable hut to livo in, and a daily fare of the COOl'888t 

description, he lives a life wiich, however dis­

turbed it may be by other causes, is unruffied by 

ambition. If he gets hi~ two meals and plain 

clothing he is content with his lot, aod if he can 

spare a few rupees for purclJaainf\" jewellery for his 

wife and_ ,children, and a few rupees more for 

religious C'.cremonics, he will consider hlmseJf as 

happy n.s he CRll wish to be. TIe is the greatest 

enemy of social refonn, and never dreams cf throw­

ing off any of the trammels which time or supet­

stition has spun around him. He will not send 

his son to school for fear of being deprived o! his 

manua.l assistance in the field; he will not drink 

the water of a good tank because he has bec".n 

accustcmed to use the water of the one nearer hi!.' 

house; he will not sow a crop of potatoes or sugar· 

cane because hill forefathers never dir,! it; he ~~ 

allow himself to be unmercifully fleeced by his 
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hereditary priest to secure the hope of utter anni~ 

bilatiOll after death, but he will Dot listen to any 

proposal which would place within. his reach a. few, 

of the conveniences or comforts 'bf life. There are 

~<YJ'i.cultural Villa.,fJll8 in wbiclt tho existence of a 

school or of B. dispensary, an.l the condition of the 
• 

houses, roads, and tanks show a hal'pit'.r state of 

Lhings, but it will be found that in almost all a1tcb 

C!1SilS the improvements have been made :Q.dt by the 

ryota but by a riell tnW.er, employer. or landholder. 

who l'e!lideg in the "illage, or takes au interest in its 

welfare. The rygts themselVes are too poor, too 

ignorant, too disunited amolJg themselves to effect 

any 8uch improvemeut." 

, 2 



III. 

DOMESTIC LIFE. 

AND .more than ODe cause occurs to limit, 

the activity of zamindars in this matter to 

very few instances. It is sufficient for the 

moment to HU.Y ~at wealthy enterprisiJig zllmin­

daxs are very rare in the MofwsiL Th':l Hindu 

gentleman of the Bengali village, the landed pro­

prietor, 80 to speak, of the locality, may ha.ve an 

income of some Us. 200 or Rs. 300 per annum at 

most. He may not always have even a. pakktt 

house. His property is probably a share of the 
, 

village. or of ~veral villages together, held on BOrne 

tenure, the general natura of which will be hereafter 

described, and his net income is that which remains 
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of the collections m\W.e from the tyota ailer he has 

paid the jam.a of his tenure to the superior holder, 

01' to the Government, 118 the case may be. Hia life 
• 

is a very quiet one, unmarked by the characteristics 

of either a very active or a very refined form of 

civilization. Bis daily routine .may . be sufficiently 

described without much difficulty. He gets ull 

before sunrise, and if he be an orthodox Hindu, as 

he sita upon his bed he utters, in the -place of a 

formal prayer, the na.me of "Durga" several times 

in succession. Then he performs some slight ablu­

tions. At this point the habits of Brahmans vary 

from those of lither Hindus. Tho Brahman goes at 

Ollce after these ablutions to bathe iv. the river, if 

there is one, near at band; if not, to the tank 

B.tt.ached to his house,. or to the village tank. ~8 he 

st.u.nds in the water, and when he comes out, he 

repeats, by way of prayer, Sanskrit mantras which 

he does not understand. In any village situated on 

the bonk of a river may be lleen, very early in the 

morning, men of the most respectable class and 
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position returning home after bathing and muttering 

these mantms,as they go. Men of respectability 

(bhadraJog), hqwever, who are not Brahmans, 

do not think it necessary to bathe so early. or to 
say anything in the sha.pe of prayer, beyond tile 

utterance of the name of Durga two or three 

times on rising from bed. 

It used to be the practice for piO'lB' Hindus, in 

addition ~ to this, to ",.rite the name -of Durga on 

I' plaintain leaf f\S many as two hundM or three 

hundred times every morning after the firSt wash­

ing, but this old custom has died out, except in 

perhaps Il few excessively conservative fQmilies of 

Eastern Bengal, and now-a.-days, the ordinary villAge 

proprietor of the higher class, after his early ablu­

tions, without further preliminw."y, takes his seat in 

his baiihakkana upon the takhtapo,n, (if, M is usua!1y 

the case, there is one), .which is genernlly coverel 

with B white chadr. There he recp.~ves ull whom 

business, or desire for gossip, may bring to see hiDL 

His ryota who come ~it at a little distance on the 
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floor, while visitors of the "lUuulrnlog sit· on the 

takhtapOlih. with the master of the JlOUSe. H'U.khn.~ 

ror smoking are offered to each on" in turn, and for 

this purpose two kul.-lut8 are g~ncnlly kept l-ea.dy, 

one for Brahmans, the other for h""yasths, &c., that 

for the use of Bmhmall8 1eing distivg:nished by a 
• 

cowrie hangillg pendent frow it by IJ string. Not 

to give a visitor .the offer of a smoke would be 

considered as very unCOUl"teous and rull; 

The Bengal villtlge gentleman gencmlly trnnsact,s 

all his business in the morning, sittillg in the way 

just descrihed in his baitlUl!.Juzna, while h is wifo 

is silllultaneolls1y engaged in the kitcLcll. He will 

not take food before bathing, fOl" to do t:o would 

be considered very wrung. He rcma.i..us in his 

bai.'lrakhana. usually until 11 ., aoout 11.30 

A.M.., sometimes even later. Then when all his 

visitants are gone he Cl\uses his servant to hring 

~il and this he · ruM all over his body and head 

11.8 fI. preliminary to going to hathe. 

When he ret·lUIlS from bathit.lg. wliieh will 
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generally be about noon, he goes to the inner 

aPartments (afular maJliil) of the house, i.e. , to the 

portion of the hO,use or homestead which ill allotted 

to the female membexs of the family, und which 

strangers and non-privileged male~ are not allowed 

to enter. There, if he is orthc)(i:>x and bas "taken 

the ma1ltra" from his family priest., he first performs 

puja, and then has his breakfast brought. The 

.servant of the houae or the women of the family 

swoop the floor of the room or verandah where he 

usually takes his meols, and spread a square piece 

of carpet (ashan) at place a square wooden board 

'for him to sit (cross-legged) upon. His food is 

served in a. tkiil' or on a stoRtI platter by his wife, 

his children sit round him, B.rid his mother comes 

I\.ud 8i~ in front of him to 800 that everything: is 

done as it should be; if the wife is young she 
, 

Seldom 8pf!akS to him jn the presence of the 

mother. and if he has to ask for anything he does 

80 generally through the mother. The breakfast 

1 A.. "thil" ill II moW pltte or dit.h. 
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commonly oonsists of rice as'. ' principal item and 

in considerable quantity, aome kiud of daJ (/!Iplit 

pulse), a fe ... vegetables separate1y 'pt:epared, Olle filfll 

curry. sometimes a18.0 an acid cuny taken after the 

ordinary curry. and lastly milk and sugar. The 

food is mostly conveyed I~"oDJ the plat.ter to the 
• 

mouth with the fingers of the right hand; the right 

hrand alone can be used for this purpose, aDd no 

food may be touchoo. with the left. Having 'finished 

eating, the lU3.8ter of the house washes his right 

hand and his mouth, receives a pan (~tel leaf) 

preplll"6d with spices by the women of the family 

for chewing, returns to his baitlwzkhana, smokes his 

Auklta and lies down to sleep for nIl huur or two 

during tbe hottest part. of the day, namciy, from 

ILbout 1 P.M. to 3 1'.M: 

About 3 P.M. his siesta over, be does whatever 

work of tbe morning he ~y ba~e left. unfinished. 

or goes out to see his neighbours or his ryots, 

returuing shortly a.fl;er dnak, when he takes some 

refreshment (tiffin) or lunch in the 8b~pe of sweet-
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meats. For the rest of the evening he sits in his 

baithakhana convening with. frien~s and neighbours 

who may bave .come in, or plays games with cards 

or dice, or playa ·cneM. In this manner he amuses 

himself and passes his time till dinner, or the l!Ult 

meal of the day is announced about 10 P.M.: " , 
fp.male seTVant comes and sa.yf! "rice is ready," and 

he goes for his dinner to the same place where- he 
, 

took his -!.:lreakfast, and eats. it in the same fashion. 

In fact, there is scarc(>Jy any difference between the 

morning meal, either in regard to the food or to 

llDy other particular. The second is ~se~tially 0. 

repetition of the first. 

The women of the hou!'Ie always take their meal!! 

after the men have finished theirs; and all the 

members of the family retire to their sleeping 

quarters immediately after the night meal 

The foregoing iii a. bQef outline of the every-day 

life of a Bengali village proprit!tor belonging to 

the genUeman class who lives ~ on an income of sa)' 

from Ea. 200 to Its. 500 a year derived from land. 
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It should be added tho.t the women of the family 

do a great deal of domestic work, such fUl cooking, 

pounding rice, fetching wa.ter, &c.. Early in the 
• 

morning they sprinkle water over the 1ttkan, and 

proceed to clean the t1liiJs and the eups used the 

previous evening. Of such a f~mily as tha.t just 

dp.scribed, the female members are not 20 socluded 

as the women of a similar family would be in a. 
• 

large town. In a Bengali village all the rleighbours' 

are ~owed to see and speak with the women 

of the family (except the newly-married bam, not 

belonging to the village) unle88 they are prevented 

by village relationship. 

Domestic life in a cultivator's family is, of cours.=!, 

Vf!ry different from that of the liIuulralQ[j jUElt 

described. The exigencies of field labour, cattle 

tending, and poverty introduce very considerable 

distUl'bing causes. Still there aTe generic features 

of resemblance between the two. The women 

prepare the meals for the men, and these are eaten 

in the more private pan of the homestead which 
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answers to the inner apartments of the g"lDtlemen', 

baM, also the women take their . meals after the 

men have eaten. The food i9 almoet exclusively 

rice, dal and vegetable currie". Now and then 

.fish :is an ingredient in i4 and occa.aionaIly milk. 

The front verandah of the p':'incipaJ. but of the • 
homestead is the ryot's bait1LakJwna., and there, 

after his da.y's work is done. he will spread a mat 
• 

for his nt:.ighbour and share with him his hnbble-

bubble. Or a village group will form under a 

convenient pipal tree, and gossip and smoke away 

the affairs of the mau::ah.. 

It is the universal habit in Bengal prevalent in 

all classes for the members of a family to live joint 

and to enjoy the profits of property jointly. What. 

this amounts to is by no means eal3y tQ describe 

in few sentences. To take the' instauce of a ryot:s 

family, it grows joint ~omewhat in this fa.shiWl; 

namely, on the death of the father, his 80DS, who 

before were dependent members of the family living 

in the aBme homestead a.nd a.ssisting him in the 
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cultivation oI his Jot, henoeforward continue still 

in the same homestead, cultivating the same lot, 

but noW' in the capacity of owners. SOnJeMmeS 

they get thair own names collec~ively substituted 

for that of their father in the books of the zami-u<iar's 

kaduJ.hri; a.ml sometim~ the dead man's Dame is 

allowed to remain there un~tered. While thus 

situated each brother with his wife and c1Jildre.D. 

if possible, occupies a separate hut in the home-
o -

stead, and as often 88 is necessary for this purpose, 

or when it can be afforded, an additional hut is 

added to the group. 

Also in this state of things, the brothers are by 

law entitled to equal shares by inheritance in the 

whole of lUly heritable property which they have 

thus taken in common from their deceased father, 

and each has a right at any time to compel a par­

tition. In tbe event of one ,of the brothers dying. his 

SOU II, iC he has any, if not, his widow, step into 

hi!! ple.ce and represent him in all respeets. 

This eort oC process carried un Cm several 
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generations obviously would br;ng abo1lt a very com~ 

plax distribution ~f undivided shares j but in the case 

of ryots it very speedily comes to an end by reason 

of the smallness ,of the original subject rendering 

the aliquot parts insignificant. Before that stage 

is reached the younger lnembers ot the family give 

up or sell their shares to tho others and find occu- · 

patiOll elsewhere as best they can. When t116 jot 

is inberi~ble in its nature the members of the 

family while living in the same homestead will 

ILCtually divitle the la.nd among themselvf:8 according 

to their shares and cultivate separately. In this 

way the land in some villages hIlS come to be 9Ub.. 

dividt'd into absurdly small plote, and this evil has 

Ii. natuml tendency to increase rather than diminish. 

When the family is well oft' and has considerable 

poseessions as well, it may be, in the way of tnWe 

as in the shape of zam~darie8 snd other landed 

tenures, the state of "jointhood" OOlllmonly long 

remains. The whole property is managed by one 

member of the family who is called the .. kaJ"ta .. 
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and who is usually the eldest . individual of the 

eldest branch. He is theoretically l'OOponsible in 

a certain vague way to the entire body of joi1;Jt 

(lO--sharers, each of whom can, if\ he like.!l, see the 

family books of accounts and papel'3 which are 

regularly kept in a Bort of office (or dnftarkhdna) 

by the family servants; but as 8.. mattel' of foot it 

is seldom that anyone interferes until some occasion 

of q1!arrel Brises and is fought out with ¥till.l(JDY, 

a partition effected and accounts insisted upon. 

Event.s of this kiml happen from time to tilDe. with 

llltim.l.te wholesome effect, but Il8 II. rule the co­

sharers are only too willing to let well alone, content 

to be supported in tbe family hOWIe, O\lt, of tlle 

fatuily funds, without asking any questions, each 

getting, as he , wants, sufficient small sums of money 

for ordinary personal expenses. This constitutes the 

enjoyment of the joint family property by a joint . 
fllmily. Whatever money is saved, after the disburse-

m':!nt of the general family and proprietary expenses, 

ill invested by the karta in the purchase of some 
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addition to. the joint -propertr; and 'Whatev~ 

money is required .for the performance of extra.­

ordinary famiJy ceremonies or religious perfOmlallcet 

is commonly rais.,n by the luIrltz in the form of· a 

loan charged on the joint property. The famity 

proprietary body is . thus '8. 80rt of corporation the 

ostensible bead of'which is the k.o.rla" and in 'Which 

the individual mern her!! have acquired DO pro­

prietatY' ,rights as distinct (rom those of the whole 

body, except tbe right on the part of each co.e~aref' 

to separate at any moment and havt his aliquot 

sbare of the common properly divided ofl' and given 

to him. 

The domestic community which in this system 

ot" living grows up under, 80 to speak, the same 

roof-tree i& curiously heterogeneous and sometimE:S 

very numerous. There are- ' fust tbe 'CO-sbarer1lj 

these f\re brothers, n~heW8. and male oonsina 

whose fathers' shares have devolved 'apO,n thBro 

Illld the widows Qr daughtera of .Co-aharen, who 

have died without lea.ving SOD! or grandlSOllB; and 
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&eCood1y. there. is the mixp.d, class ()f dependent 

memben made up of the wives and children of exist-­

ing co-abarers, the wives and daughters of fonocr co­

sharei'! (whose shnres went to Bone) 'and individuala 

labouring nnder any iucb infirmity as disqualifies 

them from inheriting. Instances occur in Calcutta aud 

eV611 in the Maiussil, of fs.milies-comprehending as 

mbllY as 300 or 400 individuals including 9f':fvants 

liviDg in one houae; and it is probably ~al for a 
• 

family to alDount to something between 50 and 100. 

The Bengali's hOll86 is everywhere. whether in 

rown or in the country villao<"1El, and whether large 

or mnall, of one typical form., especially adapted to 

the needs of joint family life i ita principal elements 

are apparent even in the bomestead of the smallest 

ryot. That of an old family may be described as 

foUow!! :-The bu.ilding is of brick, and two9stoneu, 

that is, it has a ground floor and a first floor; the 

tel1D '" upper-roomed house" alwnys designatt>s R 

houae ·~hieb ranka a.bove the ordina.ry run of re­

spectability. The front is generally long, exhibiting 

G 
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a pillared verandah or a roOj\" ~ French ca&ement 

and jillmilled windows on the firllt floor. The 

cnt.r&nce is by an archway, or large 8quare.~eaded 

door in the centre .Jf the front; and in the .entrauee 

passage, often on both sides Of it, is 8. raised. :tloor 

with one or two open cells in ~hich the darwan.s 

(01' door-keepers) sit, lie, and sloop-in fact dwell 

.This is the ckorhi and answers to the concit:rgerie 

of Frenca houses. The entrance passage on the inside 

opens upon a. quad:rangle which may Of tn6y not be 

complete. On the quadrangle side the bouse is gene­

rally faced alll'Ound by 0. two-storied pillared verandah 

which 16t'V68 -&8 a passage or corridor for each Door, 

and giVAB access to the different rooms j t1e upper 

v6l'&D.dah is rea.ched from the lower by 0. narrow 

"inding staircase of steep bric~-bllilt steps usually 

eituated at the corners and very 010681y resembling 

t,urret stairs of an English country church. From 

outside to inside the breadth of the house is always 

,'ery narrow, lLild IL8 the I'OOIWl are less than the 

fill width by the .idth of the YeI'3.ndah, they ILre also 
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n~ily Darrow; sometimes, however, they ate 

round of consid9l'able length. On one side of the 

quadrangle is the puja daian. This may be described . . 
t'l be the verandah of the othib sides very much 

enlaTged and deepened. It is approached from the 

central BUa by 0. flight of llteps, whioh in its breadth 

occupies nesrly the whole leng~ ·of the side, and i\l 
lofty ceiling i8 supported by inner pillara additional 

to thOB~ which stand in the place of th" "o~ 

verandah pi1l&.r$, Its cbicf purpose ill to serve as 

II. stage for the performance of religious and domestic 

cerelUonies on special OCCUSiOD8, thll quadrangular 

ItreA then affording convenient space for the gene· 

ral audience of dependents and invited zuebts; and 

the women of the house, themselves unseen, finding 

gaZing places in the UppCl' windows . and verandah. 

At thesa times the quadrangle is commonly covered 

in by II s1wwtiana. 8t,ret.ched across tbe ,top from side 

to 'aide. In this ma.nncr a. mag-ni.iicent reception 

hall or theatre can be constructed in almoit every 

native gentleman'a house a.t the shorlMt notice. 

G 2 
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Besidefl this first quadrangle, there is oft.en in 

lal'b"6 houses a second 01' a third quadl'tU1g1e, and 

even more, the one behind or annexed to the other, 

much as is the Ciae in our colleges fLt Oxford or 

Cambridge. Then, too, the:re is the tlui/cu:rb&ri or 

ch8lIlber, where the figure of the family deity 
• 

resides and where"the daily servic'.! or worship of 

the thakur j:;; performed by the inferior family priest. 

~A.moDg ':ijmhmans, and also h,'ulin k .. 1.ist.8, who are 

now.lHlays. 'privileged to receive the mantra, tbe 

f~ther and mother of any branch of the fmIy may 

for some purposes each have his or h-'!1' private 

per80~ thQl.:'ur quite apart from the family tkal.:uf'. 

But neither a kaist nor even 11 Brahman woman can 

themselves worship the family idol or any visible 

tluUeur, except the clay figure of Siva which is 

made for every-day wOn!bip. They must nlake 

their daily pula and utter mantra, a.part from any 

idol· 

I The ShMbu furbid to 1I'OJIlrD &lid SudJ'll~ JIll knowlrdg. .. lid 

11M lIf RCnd text.. 
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It is by DO meanll 08Sy to describe the mode ill 

which a large fa.mily diatributes itself over a hotl&l 

such as that just now sketched. U • the stage which 

tb6 family has reached is three ~( four generatiolls 

removed from the common ancestor there will be 

several heads of branches j aud these bra.ncbes will 

sp.ttle themselves per stirpes, so to speak, in sepamt~ 

p!U"ts of tlJl~ house undtft their uwn heads, more or leas 

separate from the rest. Sometimes this 'Separation 

is so complete that the portion of the hOWle allotted 

to I:'.ach branch .il:I parted oft' from the rernaiuder of 

the hOllBe by such blocking up of doors as may be 

necessary for th~ purpose and by the opening of 8. 

separate entrance. Each :,'TtlUp as a rule mefWW by 

itself, and every adult member of it has a. room to 

himself in which he livea, all the female members 

together finding accommodatioll of some sort in the 

inner upartmentB, i .e. the _portion of the dwelling 

house which is allotted to the females, and commonly 

Blllong Europeans ua11ed the zenana.. All the branches 

usually keel' 30int with regard to the worship of 
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the fa.mily deity. And even when the different 

branches have gone FlO fill' as to sever in everything, 

-i.c. in food , WOllhip. and estate, as the phT8.!le ill, the 

same family 'deity"' iFl commonl;r retained by aU, and 

the worship of it conducted by the different separated 

branches in turn, each turn proportionate in dura-
• 

tiou to the owner'R share in tIle join~ property. For 

instan'ce, if the family in its divided state il'l 

y",p:-esen~d by four heads, namely, two brothers and 

their two nephew.'!, sons of a third brotT.et deceased, 

the turns or pallas of wor~hip would be n'spectiveJy 

four months, four months, two months, and two 

months or equimllitiples of these. 

lt is, of course, only in Calcutta or other very 

large towns that the family swarm continues in tlw 

family hive at sllch dimensious ' as those just men­

tioned. .But in tbe few country ~illage8, where tIle 

zamlndar's family bas }>een fortun~te enougb to 

maintain itself for many generatiMs, mucb about 

the same t.hing occurs. There will b(' the hrick­

built, quadmngled house with im.posing front, 
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sheltering under one connected TOOi' lllany families 

of cousins who bear to ellch other varying degrees 

of relationship and cODstitute in the whoh' a joi,ut 

family, all the R.dult .indepentlent mem'Ucrs of which 

have their own joint (but separable) coparcenary in­

terest in the property of the famQ, whatever that be. 

The karla of this family (genera1ly by tbe nature 

of the case the senior member) is in most respect'l 
• 

the Jjatensible heFld, and although in the'vi~"'m1 

of the others are" the hahu8," yet he is especially 

«tM habn " to whose activity such good work, when 

it is done. as the maintena.nce of a dispensa.ry, 

the support of the mundir A.od its priest, and the 

keeping the nUl1ulnp in good conditioD, is to be 

attributed. 
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GRAVE AND GA.Y . 

.A:iiitJB~ do Dot appear to occupy any great 

space of life in a Bengali village. Although the 

circumstances of agricultural labour are such ~ to 

leave the ryot in comparative idleness for thtl J..,rger 

part of the year, the truth soema to be that, for 

genel'8.tions, the rural population has been a. pe.Olper. 

under-fed class, and does not poMess·tbe vigour o.nd 

eXOO88 vitality. ~hicD. in the caae of the Burmese, 

overflows in vivacious games and athletic &ports. 

Bright, hearty, healthy pl&y of a ooieteroue cha.rac­

ter ia seldom or never to be met with ·among the 

children. Gymnastics, however, of undoubted indi­

getlOUB o:rigin. is, in lowe pia.Ce8, ·8, great favourite 
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and very suCcessfully pumued, and there are parts 

of Bengal in which the boys have even laid ~ld 

of cricket. Nevertheless, all Ben~ are posaeBSed. 

with an inordinate love of spectaclea and shows of 

every kind. The Hindus floak &8 readily to the 

public :religious processions an4.. displays of the 

'Muhammadans 88 to their own, and via W'f'st!. The 

Muhammadans find occa.sioDa for these at' the 

MuhllrtBm and BOme other periodic comm'"Ei'tlmftr­

tions of events in the lives of the Prophet and hie 

chief apostles. And the Hindus have their vi.ll.age 

pUjatl, which are celebrated with more or 18108 show 

"nd magnificeDc~ according to the wealth and public 

spiritedness of the local zamindar. Then there Ii.I'O 

[rom ti~e to time family festivals and. ceremonies 

already spoken of aj the h~U8es of the bett.e'r-to-do 

folks, such 88 marriages, shl'addas, readiDgs of the 

.Rimiy&na. &0-

The Bengali ryot is not often in a hUrry. He 

dearly lovee an opportunity for a bit of gosaip : and 

the hubble-bubbla. u'nc1 the evening groups und .. · 
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the pfpal tree are usually the ",-hole80me sub8titutes 

f~r the tar! ~hop. Drinkiog d~'!'t . however, obtain 

to a coD8ide~le extent among nae lower castes 

and is said to \; increasing.. Native writers are 

fond of attribu'tillg the futroduction of tLis vice Of, 

at any rate, its encouragement in 80me way to the 
~ . . . 

English, but there ea.n be no ' real doubt that it iR 

s natural product of the country itself. i In a por­

~1P"m I 1!he Verla the delighte of intoxicatioll are 

dwelt upon, and 80me of the tantric writings are 

devoted to tbe encouragement of drink. The habit 

of drinking appears to haY\:: been 80 mischiE'von!lly 

prevalent in the best days . of the Muhammadan 

rule 8S to have called for repeated prohihitive legis­

lation. And, indeed, tbe spirit which is everywhere 

drunk, namely tan.. is evide~tly of purely borne 

origin, and i8 made largely in every village by crldf: 

native methods frolU many lIorte of saccharine juic~, 

e8pec~Iy from the juice of the U1:r{, palm . 
. 

Gambling has great charms to the Bengali of all 

• J J.ou1'II/Zl 0/ .AM..~ SOci,eIJl for 1878. r .. rt I. No.1. 
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ranks, and some very Btftusillg modes of applyin!?: 

the element of chance are in vogue. Hut gnInbl~ 

with cards and dice is the commoD ... form prevaJelLt 

with the middle classes. 

To describe fully the reJigioWl ll.llPet;lt of 11. . Bengal 

village community would be & vel1 long and difficult 

te.Bk-a task, indeed, which 'a fo~ner could h&rdly 

carry through with 8Uccess, A few of its mon' 

oompicUou8 fea.tlU'e8 way, however, be w~t 

wit~out much risk of error. The Muhammada.ns 

exhibit two very distinct sects in Bengal. namely. 

the Sunws and the Shias. .Both seem to be a 

good deal given to observances Bnd practices of 

Hinduism; and it is pretty clear that the Bengali 

Musalman is notlling hut n. roughly converted 

Hindu. He is quite undistinguiBhable from the 

ordinary Hindu in all race characteristics, and 

retains very marked caste. notioDs and habits, In 

the best and most fertile parts of the delta the 

Muhammadan element .exceeds 60 per cent. of .the 

population, and in the rest of Bengal Proper it ri8611 
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88 high 88 30 or 40 per ,oent. In some districts 

the agricultu~ villages are either wholly Muham.­

rowan or wh0lQ" ~in~u, .but more commonly each 

village ha.s ita M)tammada.n q~rter and its Hindu 

quarter. 

Hinduism also has its sects quite apart from , .. 
its castes, though a lIlIlrked distinction of sect is 

apt in the end to become lIynonyml'us with dis­

tiI: .. ..;,. J gr caste, The peculiarity Qf Hinduism, 

which has been already spoken of, uBllLely, its 

want of the congregational element, SeeD!!1 to ftlvcur 

the growth of seets. At Q.Ily rate, no OIJ~ appears 

to r.are llluch what particular form of faith his 

neighbour professes. 8.8 long as it is not of. an 

llSo<1l'essive character. ) t may look like making IW 

exception to Bay that Chrilltia,ns are a good deal 

objected to in an agricultural village; but this is 

mainly for two reaSOQ6, i.e.-1st, because it is 

generally supposed to be of the ea .. ence of Chris­

tianity to work actively towards the subversion of 

Hinduism; 2ruily, beCtl.tUe Ohri8tian ryots backed by 
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the IInpport (by no means always judici.ollsly given) 

which they obtain from European misflionaries are 

8pt to be B. very contumacious, uJI&ccommodating 

86t of people. 

We find pretty nnivel'8ally in the rural villftbres, 

Boistobs, Sakt88, Sivfl.S, Uanapatyas, &0. Of 

Boistobs there are an immense number of varieties 

or sub-divisions. Their chief distinguishing tenet 

seems to be that Vishnu is the nrahma.:,,~ .. t..ke 

existed before all worlds, and was the cause and 

creator of all. They endue him with the highest 

moral attributes, and they believe that, bcsid .. s hie 

more exalted fOTUI 11.9 cI't'Jl.tor of all things, he has at 

different time!! and for the benefit of his crell.tuI'1:'8 

ltSSumed pA.rticuJar (oMns and appearances. The best 

known ELD.d most celebrated of these is Krishna; 

whose bright and frolicaotne. and, indeed, somewhat 

Bensual career of adventure on earth is A. very 

fascinating topic of c(;utempiatiolJ to his votaries. l 

1 It is puba!" note.orth,. th .. t .. pal. D'lWIV rollcatuJ. ThmpU. 

hUll the lIotion tbat OIl)' Cbrlilt UlIOD.II oth~ than tbllir Kri,hll&. 
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The, chief deW10pment of the BOistoba originated 

with Cha.i~ny'a. whO pniached purity, meditation. 

and tb'e ',equality of ..n .meD, without distinction of 

BOOt or taIIte, befdle God: Jile ,threw aside aU cere-

monies and outward symbola. And a. certain 
. 
~om from caste trammels" and disregard oC 

r 
":religious observ8Jlce8, with rin appreciation of . t.he 

importance of conduct. still seem . to . cbaracterise 

tlre-,:fE'Cb The Boietobe have been. and even 

now are bein~, recruited from all castes, but 

talc:en together in all their varieties they are 

commonly reckoned 8JJ a sort of caste by them­

selves. Their especially ascetic IDE'mbe1'9 go by 

the d~ignatiO!J of Bairagi (amongst others). and 

liv,e a life 0'£ mendicancy and freedom whirh, 8:'i 

bas been already mentioned, is Dot always alt.ogether 

reputable. 

The 8akt88, perhapa, &constitute the majority of 

the inhabitants of the villages. They have come to 

be, in 1\ great degree, united with the Saivv. ThpJlt 

latter look upon SiVA. (the destroyer) M the primary 
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lind more oxalteJ form of Braluna, &ad the &1rtaa 

especially contemp!at.6 aDd WOl'8bip the divine 

nature in ita activity, .in other wo~s, the female 

forms· of the supreme daity. as DI!iga. or Kalt. The 

Sivaite and Sakta. worarup is in a marked degree 

a worship of uogma. of gl)q::eous ceremollY, and 

bloody saCrifice!!. The SRkta. cUnsider themselves 

C'lhM'rvRtive of the pun:r and Pumniu type of reli~ 

gion. Like the l 'har:isees of Judea, theY,bdJ' lIJ".ti.ct 

in smRJl obaervancea with regard to 1000, meals, &c., 

perbaps even to the neglect of the larger }Jrecepts 

of the law. It was against this ayswtn and its 

abuses tLat Chaitft.nya lifted up his voice, o.ml t.hnt 

tbe Beistobs are the protestants; but tJle olu;;r fA.itlt 

still ap}X'al"ol the most successfully to the passiolls 

uf mtu, Rnd with its vit'".al'imts helps to acceptance 

with God still bolds away with the lllasses of t~e 

people. 

TIm G~Ile.PR.tyfL8 hardly, perhaps, deserve to be 

cnlled a distinct sect. They particularly seek the 

l)rotection of GI1~es!l, and devote thetrulalves to )Jis 
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worship, but apart from this they may belong to 

almost any sect of Hinduism.. 

The mention of these different soots of Hinduism . . 
leads naturally q-p-'to a desCription of a very remark· 

able institution, which although it does not by any 

means find illustration in every village of Bengal, 

yet is very commoG. in certain parts of t·be presidency. 

In most of the !lOOts there is (as it may be tenntld) 

a~ clasa, which is itae1£ separated into tW() 

orders, Damely I to use European d,esignations, the 

monastic (or ascet,in) and the secular. The monastic 

order is celibate and. in a !,treat degree f:.ITII.tic and 

mendicant, but bl\!! anchorage placeR and head­

quarters in tlie 'fTIQJhA. The original meaning of the 

word m,.ui,h, eeeJDS to be cell or chamber, a& of n 

bermit.1 Now-a-days the typiool mAlh consists of 

8;D endowed temple QI' shrine, with a dwelling-place 

fOT a superioT (the Molutnt) "and his ~illles (cluku). 

The endowment of a nvr.th 18 eitber the result. of 

private dedication, or it is the subject of a grant 

I For thll root of the word, Itlil ThohlU'l J.Vm, DOte, p. 3. 
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made by an already 6'Jisting wealthy ma[J"" In 

the latter case the new institution becomes an 

olf-shoot of the old, and rema.ins allied with it , 
in some sort of subordination:" ;' The extent ~r 

amount of the property is not generally very ltuge; 

though in exceptional caseB it is BO, and in some 

maO". the Mohants, either by declino from t.he · strict 

path of sa.nctity originally marked 011t for them, 

or even in prosecution of the founder'8~ '111rpru1e, 

make the acquirement of wealth by trade their 

great object. Instances of this are most plentifUl 

in the nortb-weatem parte of the Bengal presidency. 

whtlre numeroull trader Mohants of great wealth and 

influence are to be found. 

As a rule, the Mohant, when he devoted. himself 

too the ascetic fonn of religiouR life, ipaojado, severed 

himself from all such worldly possessions as he 

might othcl'Wise ha.ve been cntitleu to as an oluino.ry 
• 

member of society_ Ho became theoretically dead 

to the world, and incapable of holding or inherit.ing 

property generally. But with tef,rard to the pro-

II 



98 MODEkN VILLAGE WlC IN BENGAL. [IV. 

petty of the mat.\ or Moha.Dtslrip it is different. 

The Hindu law recognises & special devolution of 

the property b~longiDg to a m.ath upon the occur-
. . 

renee of the death of the Mohant. A certain pre-

cept 1 in the writings of the lages to the effect that 

the virtuous pupil takes the prlPf!rty, is the foun­

dation of the difl'erent rules observed in different 

cases. The variation is in the manner ·in which the 

vi1:t.UOUls .pupil is ascertained. There are instances 

of ma:tks in which the MohantBhip descends to a 

personal heir of the deceased: and otheN in which 

the existing It{ohant appoints his successor. But 

the ordinDJ'Y rule is, that the mat7u of the SRme sect 

in a. district are associated together, the Mohants of 

these acknowledging one of their number, who is 

for some cauSE! pre-eminent, as their head.; and on 

the occasion of the death of one, the others of the 

ILSIIOCiated body assemble to elect a successor out 

of the dulaa (or disciples) of the deceased, tf 

possible; or, if there be nom, of thp.m qualified, 

1 JliUlJ:. dnp. 2, .ec. 8, Il.. 1-6. 
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then from the cMw" of another 'Mohant. After the 

ele<:tion the chosen disciple is inatlilletl on the gaddi. 

or his predecessor with much ceremony. Sometimea 

mast unseemly struggles for the succession take 

place. It has happened that two rivaJa, each backed 

by a section of neighbouring Mohants and other 

parlizans, though neither, perhaps, vcry regularly. 

a chela. of the deceased, have started up to make 

title to the vacant Mohantship. Both aCL'Ompa.nied 

the dead bOOy a long distance to the sacred river 

Bnd put fire into the mouth, as the corpse was 

launched into the Ganges. Both returned to be 

formally elected by their respective adherenta in 

two separate majlu held within the 8llme compound 

of the math. Both were carried in a grand pro· 

cession with e1ephlmta and bOl'Eies and flags and 

drums and a crowd of followers round the vil1age ; 

and, finally, both came into.a court of law to esta· 

blish, by prolonged litigation reaching even to the 

Privy Council, rights which pyobahly neither of 

tllbID. was strictly entitleu to. 

112 



100 Mom:RX VILI.AGE LUo'E IN BENGAL. [IV. 

The ma'1Ulir (01' temple) of the math, if there is 

one in tbe village, is generally 8 conspicuous object. 

It has usually. only one chamber. in which the 

tlv.d'''''r or iIllfCe of the deity ~ide8, and it!! ground 

section is a square of no great dimensions; but it 

is often carried up to a considerable height, and 
, 

terminates in various, more or less, conoidal fol'IIl3. 

In some districts it is acutely pointed, and presents 

very :m'1le.h the appearance of an English church­

apire. as it is aeen from II. distance piercing the 

village mll88 of foliage. 

There are also very frequently to be Been, in or 

about a village, mandir, which do not belOLg'to any . 

math; these commonly owe their origin to private 

dedication. Thel'a is seldom, however, 8ny endow­

ment attached to them,' or, perhaps, just sufficient 

lakheraj land to maintain the attendant Bl'8.hman who 

pl!rfonns the daily wOl''lhip and keeps the pIau in 

oruer. More often the llmhman get!! hiB living out ,)f 

the offerings made to the eluu.:'tI:r and the contribution 

of the orlllOdox, or i:l supported by the zamindar. 
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A shrine (clllrgah) or tomb of some holy Mllham-

madlUl fakir is often to be met with on the way­

side, with the but or homestead of.its keeper near 

at hand. . Passers-by of all creeds 4nd denominations 

throw in their cowries Illld pice. And if the sanctity 

of the deceased be mucb · out of the common, tbe 

tomb may even be a valua.ble BOnl't'.O of revenue. 

In .that case it is treated as a subject of property 

which passes by inheritance from owner. tb owner, 

and the keeper ill paid by salary from the person 

ootitled to it. Generally. however, the keeper of 

th9 place alone is interested in it, and tra.nsmits 

his hum bla effects to his heirs: 

In a h,rge village there will be II. manJ«p, i.~ II. 

spacious open-sided covered-in roODl, in a sense, & 

ves;;ry-room, where the village J74ja festivals are 

celebrated. and other village gatheringa occur. 

Sometimea the mandap iI\ a pakka structure, the 

roof being supported on brick-built pillars. But 

more often it is of bamboo and t.hatch. It is usually 

kellt lIP. by the zaIDindar. 



v. 

RURAL CRIME. 

RUllA1. •. crime does not IlSsume any very varied 

forms. One of the commone8t is de.coity (dakait.), 

,.e. ga.ng robbery. The badmaalies or bad characters 

of two or three adjoining villages are, to a certain 

extent. associated together. They are ostensibly 

ryote, or lIOns of ryots, and like everyone else about 

them are more or le99 dependent upon agricultural 

labour for their livelihood. Though it generally 

happens that they become to their neighbours the 

objects of a somewho.t. undefined 8U1lpicioD, still. 

8S a rule. they manage to maintaiu their social 

position whatever that may be. Their method 

of operation is very simple. Some one whose 



v.J 103 

reputation tor accumulated wealth makes bim 
, 

worth attacking is ilelected. A dark or stonny 

night is taken' for the purpose, and. then the band 

assembles under a pfpal tree, or at some other COD­

venient place of BBsignatioD. Each man wears a mask 

or is in some other mlUlDbr tliaguised. and e&l'ries 
• IIOme weapon: latteu are the most common, but some-

times quaint old awords of an almost forgotten slu!.pe 

make their appearance; and instrumenbJ; !:Ipecially 

contrived for cutting open mat walls and probing 

thatch are brought out. From the place of assem­

bling the gang proceeds to the victiIJl's homestead. 

and surround3 it; next, at a. signal, when all is 

ready, the more daring rush forward and brefLk into 

the homestead by cutting through the matting, or 

forcing down a door, or climbing over the roof. The 

malee who may be sleeping in the outside verandah 

are immediately seized anp bound. Those who are 

inside are not alWa.Yii 80 easily disposed of, because 

they will probably have been aroused by the uproar 

before their 8888ilante reach them. In a very few 
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seconds, however. 88 the attacking party is invariably 

greatly sllperior in force, and by no means scrupn­

IOU8 in the U8~ of their weapons, these too suc­

cumb and are bound hand and foot or are otherwi8e 

secured. 

Then commences the looting. which must be 

effected very hurri~dly, for a little delay might 

suffice to bring the whole village down upon the 

robbers. A torch or two is lighted, pitaras forced 

open, every likely cornpl' is searched. The door 

of the huts is hastily probed or is dug up to discover 

the buried pot, which is a favourite form of safe 

for the CDStody of jewels or of spare cash wben 

it bappens that the ryot has any. Or perhaps the 

owner of the homestead is compelled by tort.ure to 

reveal the place of his vaIuabl~: for instance h6 

is rolled naked backwards and forwards over bot 

ashes, or a burning torch ,is held under his armpits, 

&c. AU the booty which can in these modes be 

laid hold of is promptly carried otT, each man loading 

himself with what he Rucceeda in putting his bands 
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upon. If there is a probability of immediate pur­

suit, everyone will go hia own way, and take ca.re 

of himself, and all will meet agaiu subsequently 

in some previously determined spot to divide the 

spoil. If there-is no such danger, the dakaits will ali 

once go to a plll.OO of meeting (in a jungle if possible) 
• 

And settle each man'a share of the stolen property. 

The police are Almost entirely powerless to 

prevent these outrages, and they cannot always be 

said to be successful in detecting the perpetrators 

of them.. There can be no doubt that in some parts 

of Bengnl the profession of a ddkau is Bufficient1y 

lucrative to Lampt idle men to brave ita risks. If 

somewhat irregular measures were not taken to 

suppress it, probably it would at,tain unendurable 

dimensions. Accordingly I the police may sometimes 

be found waging a warfare against dttka,iJ,i which is 

very characteristic. When ,i,nforma1..ion of & d6J.:.o.iti 

having been committed reaches the tho.nnah, 0. 

Darogah with II. few cha'lllci.t1ar8 gl"les at once to the 

spot.. He satisfies himself by inquirIes 11.8 to who 
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Bl"6 the reputed badmaaha of the neighbourhood, and 

then immediately arrests some one, two, 01' three of 

them, BUch 88 he thinks will be most likely. under 

the circumsta.nm of the ca.se, to serve his pmpo6ell. 

Having thWl got these unfortunate men into their 

hands, the police, by promiaes of pardon coupled , 
with material inducements, which, in most C&'IeS, 

amount to a refined system of torture, proclll'6 them 

to make wnfesaiona and to implicate a. grea.t many 

others of the previously a.ecertained bad7lUJ8iu. The 

next step, of comse, is to arrest all these, and to 

search their houses. .At this stage of matters the 

complainant is in a pol!ition Buch 88 to render bim 

a ready tool of the police. He will have a nest of 

hornets about his ears for some years to come, unless 

he succeeds in bringing 0. conviction home to each or 

the arrested men. So he seldom finds much diffictJty 

in recognising in the searched houses articles which 

had been iltolen from him. If, bowever, for any 

cause he cannot at first do this, the police have 

recour86 to a. very Bim pie expedient for the pu1'pOSt' 
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of aseil!ltiog him. They obtain from the bazar, 

or elsewhere, articles similar to thOS8 which the 

oomplainant says he has lost.; and, under colour of 

watching the priBoners' houses, manage to get these 

articles secreted in or sbout the premises according 

B& opportunity may offer itself. About this time 
• 

t.l)e Sub-Inspector or other officer charged, as it 

if termed, with the investigation of the case, comes 

lIpon the ground. .Also the prisoners, who have 

all of them been separately and constantly worked 

upon by the police, have generally become pliable 

enough to confess in accordance with the story 

m.a.rked out for them, and sometimes even are 

pe1'9uaded to point out (under the b~d~nce, of 

coul'8e, of the cha1lkidarg) the very plac~8 where the 

imported articlea have been concealed! These places 

are gen£'raliy, for obvious reasons, more often outside 

the accuaed persona' homestead than inside. sueh 88 

in tanka, trunks of tl'ecs, under the soil of the khit, 

&c. But sometimes opportunity serves for placing 

the articles inside the very huts of the'-dwelling_ 
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The Inspector on his arrival thus finds his case 

complete; he takes it before the Magistrate; the 

evidence of tlie witnesses is wtitten down; the 

articles are produced and sworn to. It seems 

that they have all been found in the. prisoners' 

possession in consequence of informa.tion or clues , 
afforded by the pri800ers themselves, and the Ca&6 

of the prosecution ia overwhelming. But even the 

very last. nail is riveted by the prisoners, or most 

of them, confesaing in the most sstisfac!:ory manner 

possible. Thereupon they are all committed to 

take their trial at the Sessions in dnA COt1l'8e. On 

entering the prison walls the state of things changes 

very much. The committed prisoners are r<>-lieved 

from the immediate personal supervision and control 

of the police. They converse freely with one another 

and with other prisonel's waiting trial; they rJso 

communicate with Mookhtars or law ,agents, CO::!­

eerning their defence. They:find that whether 

innocent or guilty, they have made groat fools of 

thcmselves by co~lfe!!sing at the police dictation; 
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and the upshot of it is, that when the trial in tbe 

Se.ions Court comes on they all plead not guilty, 

and 81\y that their former confessions '!"61'e forced from 

them by the police. This. howevel', avails them but 

little. Their recorded confessions are put in agaiIlst 

them, and the Court wHb tho remark that prisonel'8 

always do retract when they get mto jail, holds thll.t 

~e oonfessions am supported by the discovery of tile 

anicles, convicta the prisoners, and sentel!ces them 

to long terms of imprisonment or transportation. 

When a case of this character occurs the Sessions 

Judge is not usually quite WlCOllSCio1l8 of the police 

practices in these matters, but he is almost invari­

ably. in the particular clUe before Lim (!l.ud often 

rightly), so convinced of the guilt of tim persons 

whom he is trying that he is astute tlDough to find 

out reasons why the confessions produced in evidence 

were made voluntarily, and why the alleged finding 

of the stolen articles may he depended upon. 'On a 

comparatively recent occasion of tLll kind the Judgo 

8Q.id that he could Dot help seeing t,bat the police 
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bad behaved very cruelly to the prisoners, and had 

made them illegal promises of pardon in ordf't to 

atort oonfessi?D8; but still he thought tha.t the 

di.&cov~ of the. articles on tbe premises of the 

different prisoners (effected. by tbe way, in a. mOll> 

than ordinarily Buspicioull manner) entirely con'H­

borated and rend~red trustworthy the confessions 

which were made,l 

1 The mOdA of -.etion aD the pa.rt of the police, which ill above 

illum-ated, ill .. mrrinl. from former timet, &.lid ill £rom ita D&ture 

. very diftieu1t of riddance. The tendency ot the Becpl policeman 

_1M to be to fOlllI! out truth rather th.n to ftnd Ot;t truth. He 

ill DOt apt at building up .. CUI! with ilIdepeude.ntllILd ci.t:l1mItIntial 

lTIlterial. dralnl from val'ioua IIODlUl, ud wonld eertainly nev." 

willi.Dgly TeD.tUnI to present to the court. which hu to try tIM 

cue, merely the conltitueIlt m&teriaI., Iwving th.a court it.1f to 

put th8DI ~t.hllr. He f!lela it nec_ry to uke CR.l'I'l thLt tome, 

i! not all, of the trim- , bould narrate the whole cue f'rew 

beginning to lind. There ill aha utrmle readin6JIII in the lo"er 

cluaea of Bengalia, ... hell. under COC)rci~ or pl'9!<lU1'e, &I in IIll 

whOllOl civili&ltion ill of .. lIMVile order, to ... y anything evell to the 

extent or accUlli.ag tbem..,lv ... which th"Y tu.y boo 1001 u. thiuk 

will lJllooth their Wly Ollt of i1!Jmediil.te!y irupmdiug danger jail'! 

thie i.I coupled with ertr.ordiD&rJ quicbellll .. t perceiving tbt. 

ori6g &tau! of matten, cODIprelumdiug what will be .greeaW& to 
th~ 'lll'ho CILI'e lor th&ir iDfonnltion, ud maki1l.a their .taielllent 

conaillteDt thtretrith. ThCl :poli~.re, there1'o~, Datural!y UDd&r 
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Little hesitation is felt even at this day in vindi­

cating family honour by taking life. Sometimes this 

is done in & moat savage and brutal manner. A story 

constructed from the facts, slightly altered, of a case 

which actually occurred not long ago will serve as 

an illustration. An enterpliaing young Muhammadan, 

wbo had been in the habit of fitlding employment 

in some district remote from his native villl\."t!, n.nd 

who may be called Abdool, returned home on one 

occaai.on for a few. weeks as he had several times 

done before i and while at home he stayed in his 

family homestead, where his mother, a brother, i\ 

~t temptatioD to nail themaelvr.1 of a J'teUI <'If fIVi.iepllO .... bil:h 

liea 110 pea: to their bud .. nnd ia 110 entirely aw.ptcd to their 

purpoee. But bad u confeuion! of I'risoncllI, evidence of accom­

plices. uee'latations of dyiDg men, who h&'t'~ played " part in 

erimiulll oeeurrencM, gcnuilly a.re ill Enrol"'_ tluy 11."' fur the 

muse ~ Ult mentioned greatly WOlffO iu Hengul. They canlJot 8Ilf'ely 

be n1ied lIpon enD l1li ~t the apenteJ'll themaelve", 1lX000pt IU 

"80ft of ut~ wUeN they be eerrobomted. M as,LinIlt otheJ'll 

theylll'fl hanily of lUIy value at alL If the circumstmeell or native 

tociety were not ,ueh that 5oUapicion commonly directs the police 

to the real oll'ell.der .. OOlIviel;jon ~ on a l...u aueh Q.II that enmplilii:d 

in the ten could not be tolerated. 
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cousin, and others resided. He visited ,his old friends 

and, amongst others, he seemB to have .been received. 

with especial cordiality by the members of a Hindu 

family who may be designated 88 · the family of ODe 

Kissori Mohun. Almost every evening he used to 

go to their homestead, and played cards or dice with 

them · in the bailh.zkAana up to a late hour of tht> 

night. One night, however, just as hi.s home visit 

was drawing to a close, he had not done so and hp . 
was sleeping ill toe outside verandah of the family 

baM in company with his brother, the other members 

of the family being inside the huh; about mid­

night some stranger came up to the verandah, aroused 

him, spoke to him. and then the two went away 

together; the brother wbo was lying a.sleep near him 

was partial1y awakened by the voices. saw the two 

men go off in the dull light of the night. but 

troubled himself no more about the mntter, and 

went to weep again. in the morning Abdool Wf'.11 

nowhere in the ban, and in fQ.et 'W1I.8 never after SCf' II 

again. Still the roem ben of his family diu not fee 
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any annety .about him. They supposed that he had 

for some reMon gone hack to the pIa.ce of his employ­

ment without· giving them notice of his intentions, 

for he hiui on a fonner occasiob acted precisely in 

this manner. 

Four or five days ft.ftel' this disappearance of 

Abdool two boys who were tem:iing cattle grazing 

ill the miith, found a skull lying in a short. .'\ward 

of arhar Dot very far from the bank of the Ganges . 
• 

The skun was entirely denuded of 1Iesh, but WM 

stained with recent blood, and had the teeth in the 

jaw. The news of the discovery- soon reached tlle 

vi1iag~. and Abdool's mother and brother immedi­

ately went to the spot. They 8USpeC-t.ed at once 

that the skull was Abdool's, and afterwards became 

sa~iNfied tba.t it was so by reason of some peculiari­

tieR in tbe teeth. Information WRS sent to the 

nearest police thannah. The usual kind of investi-
• 

gation took place. Several a.ttests were umuc a.nd 

confe!:!sions obtained. Two of t}lese could be 

depended upon, 80 far as tlle CCJcfessing persons 

I 
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were concerned, though not further; and corrobo­

rauDg evidence mannfa.ctured by the police WI&8 of 

an unusually deppicable character. From these con., 

fessions it appeared that what h~ happened was as 

follows: Kiasan Mohon's people had . formed the 

notion that Abdool had become too intimate with 
• 

a young married girl of their family, and thoy de· 

termined, befol'e be left the village, to ptlt him out 

of the way. So on the eve (so to iipea.k) of his 

depa.rture, a dependent of Kissori Mohun's was sent 

at night to invite him to playas UI:lual; the attrac­

tion was great and he went. On his arrin.l at the 

.lxr,ri he was surrounded in the darkness by half 

a. dozen members of Kissori Mohun's family. who 

weTe prepared for the task; a cloth was twisted 

round his neck by which he "'.as dragged into thl! 

baithakJUlM, ~1 present fell upon him., and kill.w. 

him by pounding him with their elbows. The.' 

tllen co.rried the body towa.rds the Ctl.nges, and in 

ul'der 10 secure its rapid disappearance without 

identifica.tion, they stopped half way in the math. 
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IltLCked it intO small pieceR with a dno which they 

had brought with them, put the. pieces int-o a Bilek 

!to carried them to the bank of the'river, and there 

sbot them out illto the swift flowing current. Bnt, 

unluclrily for them, in the hurry, RIlU the darkness, 

without noticing the fact, t.hey lQft the skull in the 

Math; jackals and vulture!:! speedily bared the bone 

and removed the features of the face, but enougll 

remained to fnrnish the clue, which l;d to the 

discovery of the slwI\ge deed. 1 

But there is a class of purely agrarian outrage, 

which is, perhaps, more common than any other 

form of ruml crime. ]ts root lip-s in the ' complex 

relations which connect the tillers of tlle soil with 

Qlle another, and with the rent-receiver. A strong 

sense of vested right UDpl'Otected by the arm of the 

law leads in India as elsewhere to the endeavour a.t 

vindic.'l.ting it by violence. ~ ery often a ryot, taking 

advantage of a ilispute between the zamillJllr amI 

1 TlJia ... ~ tlll' 1lII.S6 of tllC pro.6Cl.ltion; ... ·1 it "" ollly l1li\.&­

l,lio,hed tIgIlin"1 on6 out of Kv~r~l l'creoru aClcuxd. 

I 2 
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hia neighbour, will get the plate. of the latter, or a 

portion of them (probably on hig11er terms) trans­

ferred to him at the ktulu:ilvri, but will be obl4.,red 

to relOl't to force in order to ahtain or keep the 

actual possession of them. 'Or one of several co­

sharers, cultiva.tors, will pay the entire rent of B. 

bolding, and failing to obtain from on~ of the othen 

the quota due from him, will forcibly prevent him 

from tillillg his plot till he pnys-a very effective 

mode of coercion when it ca.n be eX6roi!!ed, for the 

sowing period of the year mfl.y be limitcc, and not 

to till then means starvation. The following tnUl 

nattative is a.n example :-

Fakir Bakah, Somed Ali, Sa.bid .Ali, and others, 

were co-sharen of a certain jot, or holding of lanel, 

lUI representing the different Lranches of what WI\S 

originally one family. There had beeu (l, great deal 

of disputing about the. shares, and when Fakir 

¥fLk!h was about to prepare llis aUutmellt for sow­

ing. Sabid .Ali., who had 'Paid up the full rent, or at 

O,IIY rate more than hi~ sba.re, and felt aggrieved at 
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}'akir Baksh', refusal t(neco~p him. determined to 

prevent him from cultivatiPg bis land until he did 

so. In this state of things, at sunrise one morning. 

'Faku Baksh and hia three kinsmen, Somed Ali, 

Sharar Ali, and ImdB.l\ Ali, began ploughing with 

four yoke of bullocks, and almost immediately after­

wards, wllile tllCY wel'e 80 engB~ed lUln. unarmed 

~abid Ali came upon them with eight or nine lO('n 

Il.t his back and attacked them with tho intention 

uf driving them oft' the ground. The DIem bers of' 

&~bid'8 Ali's party were all anned wit.h lattccs, 

except one Taribullah, who had a gun, and they 

therefore expect.ed to meet with an easy vict.Qly. 

Somed .Ali. however, and Sharar, who W f\re 

both unusuaUy powerful young men, left their 

plonghs, and boldly facing the enemy actually 

Dumaged to wrench a lattu each from tile bands 

of their opponents. With these they laid about 

them 80 lustily Blld with so much skill that Sabid 

Ali and his men were {orced ttl retreat. Close in 

their rear WIL8 a shallow khal somewhat awkwaN. 
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to CIOM. and Tarib'lll.lah, in despe.ratioD, raised bis 

gun, which was loaded with small shot, fired and 

hit th~ advancing Somed Ali full in the Ch68t, kill­

ing him on the spot. Dy tbe same discharge Sharar 

:A:li -was seriously wounded. On the happening of 

this catastrophe the affray ended. Sabid AU'8 

party, thoroughly frightened at the results of the 

expedition, dispersed all best they could without 

having atljained their ohject. 

A story of much the same kind may be told 

wherein the zamindar's people figure 8S the aggres-

8018. A 1naUtalt.. or village. had been sold in execu­

tion of a decree, and a stranger had purc}lasod it. 

This new zamiudar very soon took measures for en­

hancing the rents of his ryots. He was successful in 

obtaining kahulyaill at increased rates from seveml 

ryoUl. but. the headman of the village (ma:n.da~. 

whose example was mos,t influ6utiaI. stunlily held 

out and led the opposition. It was t'Mulved. that be 

should bo coerced; 80 lit day-break, one Illorning, II 

party of the zaminda.r's peons and adherents, armed 
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with lattus and guM, started from the kachalri for 

t.he mandai's homestead, with the view of capturing 

him and carrying him off. This I!omestead Clortu­

nately was a substantial one. and the different huUJ 

were connected by pretty strong bamboo fencing . 

Thus the bari a.dmitted of heing defendetl by a 

l-elatively sm2l1 farce. In the mandai's family w~re 

flour lor five grown-up mlm, besides the women a.ud 

ch:Idren, and in addition to th~e, as it )uLppened, 

two friends come from a distance had passed the 

JlI'tlvious night under their host's roof. No lone had 

left the ban when the z8.milldar's party arrived. The 

latter, very largely aut-numbering the men lof the 

homestead, with· threats lof an abominabltl kill'l called 

upon the mandal to surrender, but t·bese threats only 

nel'ved the llWlndal and his friends to resistance iIi 

defence af the female apartment. For a time the 

attacking party seemed. ~blc to do anything. until 

taunted by their leader they at last made a rush, 

broke down the fence at one eorner of the home­

stead, and fired a. gun at the men Juside, of whom 
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two fell The immediate effd, however, WBS not 

that which might have been anticipated, for olle 

of the remaining defende1'8 promptly seizing the 

gun which ~ad jU8~ been fired, knocked down its 

OWDel'; two of his companions laid hold each of an 

opponent, and the, zamindar's party forthwith de­

camped, leaving three of their number prisoners in 

the hauds of the mandal and his kinsmen. The 

cost of the victory was st)vere, for it was found 

that one of the two men who hat.! been shot W:ul 

dead. 

In another case the 1"It(lmdal of a villogo had, M 

the ryota thought, been taking too much the side 

of the zamindar in certain mlltter8, and it was 

therefore resolved in "committee" thlLt he should 

be puuil:lhed and WiU'Ded. .A certain number of the 

ryots were chu,l",.:eu with the Quty of giving him a 

beating at the first convenient opportunity. and the 

whole assembly undertook to hold them harmlesi'l 

al:I far n.s money might afterwards serve. tv do eo. A 

fl;!w day. after tl u6 •. one e.vening. when it was dUilk, 
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theBe commissioned ryots managed to meet the 

1n.a,ndal a.e he was alone driving two or t.hree smo.ll 

cows home from the klwt. They succeeded ill getting 

into an altercation with him, and beat him, leaving 

lJim on the ground, from which lie never again 

rose alive. 

A last instance of rural crime may be giw.n in the 

shape of 0. fBCtiOU fight. As frequently happens in 

some parts of Bengal, the ryots and tenure·llOlders 

uf a certain village and its neighboul'hood were 

divided into two parties, the one consisting of the 

partizan!! and udherents of the Rajah, ten-a~Il& 

:;h.areholder of the Zlltn'ihdari or ten-anna zaIuindar, 

as he was termed, and the other of those of the 

GliOSes, the six-anna zamindara. One Asan and 

his brother Miinick. who lived in one homestead and 

held land under the Ghoses. had had a quarrel \\'itll 

Olle Ka.lidas. a substantial ryot on the "Rajah's side, 

relative to the common boundary between their re­

spective plo1(a of ground; a.ud 8om,e effort had been 

luaJa by the 'Rajah's people to ~e Asan give up 
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his jote to Kalidas or to enter into zimma relatiOlI!; 

with the Rajah. Nothing, however, came of this 

for many mouths, until one morning early fonr 01' 

five laI.hiol& of the Rajah's party came to Asan'" 

homeat:.ead on some vaguely explained errand. Most 

of Aaan's neighbours were like himself, adherents 
• 

of the Ghoses, but one or two and among these it 

man called Kafi Mahomed, whose ban was only 

two or .three hun.dred yards distant from that of 

AsaD, belonged to the Rajah's f8.tJtiou. The latltials 

apparently, not succp.eding at once in thE'ir miFlsion 

to Asan, retired for a time to till' M/ri of their 

friend KR.fi Mahomed, sending meanwhile a message 

to the U!ljah's kacJ/.4hri. Two or three hours passed, 

Asan and his brother Miinick, having taken their 

mid-day meal. were resting in their bari, when aud­

denly an uproar occurred-four or five men rushed 

in to seize Asan and Mi\nick, who then found 90ue 

100 or 150 men had come up to the asaistance of 

the lathiallf of the morning, and were approachinl! 

in force from the s(\uth !:Iide to the attack of the 
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baN. The brothel'S attePlpted to escApe, and Miinick 

was fortunate enough to get away all th~ nOlth j but 

ABan was laid hold of by the mllll s\ld was CI\M'Iec.l 

off in triumph to the main body of the assailants, 

who were collected on a banga, running east and 

W(!;@t on the south side of the ua'ri. Minick thaD 

')arne up with some of the Ghosc party, whom he 

han 111lniedly collected, and, seeing his .brothet a 

prisoner in the hands of tlle 'enemy, fushed.forward 

to save him. He was, however, almost immtldiately 

speared by two men in succession. On this A83J1 

got froo and laid hold of ooe of these men, but 

was 1eattlu off, l'eceivillg himself a slight spear 

wound in his hand. 011 M!\:nick's falling. t.he 'J'I'y was 

raised that a man had been killed, and as is not 

unusual on such occasioDs, the attacking party 

immediately fled. Miinick died a few minutes after 

lie was stabbed, and thus ,ended the conflict, as 

suddenly as it had begun. 
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AllMINlSTItATlON AND LAND L.AW. 

OF C!;IurBe doings sitch in kind lUI those whicb 

have been lately narrnted (generally, though not 

always), come sooner 01' later under the c~niZ8ncc 

of tbe police and their English Ruperior officCnl. 

But the geol'm peace of t.he village is, UI:I a. rule, 

preserved by the influence of the zamindar and the 

pa/nchu!laJ.. Thu English official is perllOlially seld()Ul 

seen in the rewoter country village. The nason 

lor this is very plain. A zillah district in Bengal, 

which is sometimes .roughly compared with an 

English county, comprises aD 8.f('o(I. of from two t(J 

t.hmB thousand square miles, and has a population 

of say from ODe to two million souls, while th~ 
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couutyof Suffolk, to !alee an example, lIaa only an 

area of 1,454 square miles and a population of some 

3611,000. Now all the European offic,enJ in a wholfl 

zillah, will be one magistrate and collector, with 

three or fmu joint, assistant, and deputy magis­

trates, one district and s6SsioM judge, ODe adfli­

tional judge, one small cause court, or 13ltbordinate 

judge, one supcriutendent of police, ODe QSsistant 

superintendent of police, Ilnd oue medical officer, say 

eleven or twelve in number, of whom about olle-half 

11m kept by their uuties at the zillah station. 

It would be impossible, in a few linea, to convey 

any very accurate idC'1\ of the functions of the magis­

trate and of the rest of tile executive omcen!. Nor is 

i~ needful to attempt, to do so here. Their a!lminUr 

trativt: powers arc very cOllsidcnlble. The llIagistnr.te 

and collector eapecially is to the people l~hnust a 

king in his district. Hi.i n&lne and autbority travel 

into the remotest corners, though he himself in his 

cold w<;ather tours can only visit comparatively few 

spott; of it in the ymr. And, gencmlir, the awe in 
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which a znagistrate or }'''u:ro~ean official of any grtI.dt· 

is held by the people is very great. It must, bt)w. 

ever, in trIlth Pe said, that the feeling of the ordinary 

village ryot towards these officials ha.s not much 

aife<.:tion in it; and this is by no means matter for 

surprise. It is a. very exceptional thing fOT one of 

them to possess a. real command of the colloquial 

vernacular. To acquire it in any case, many years 

are, as. we all know, requisite unaer the most 

favourable cil'curnatances of intercourse between the 

foreigner and the people; and these do 'not exist 

for many civilians. Scarcely anyone thus is able 

to converse 6W1ily with the ordillary ranks of the 

people. The EnglisJlman, moreover, is awkward, 

cold, reserved; his bearillg becomps, in the eyes of 

the native, at any rate, abrupt and peremptory. HI' 

knows really next to nothing of the habits, stand­

points, and modes of tpought of thp. mass of the 

l:M!ople, though his position s;h.d cirellmstance& tOll 

often lead him to entertaiu tbe opJ)I."Site opinion. 

Want of consideration fluws from want of intimacy. 
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In ways of life a nd ill associations which govern bis 

<::aDduct and opinions. be is sepllra~i by an im­

passable gulf from the people of the. country. He 

stands upon & pla.tform apart and looks down upon 

them. Whenever he makes 11 movement of approach 

it is with a feeling of supcriority which cannot he 

coucealed. In roost cases he does Irot care to conceal 

it He is self-reliant. All persons around him bh.V't! 

to l:,rive way to his will in the arraugements wpich hl' 

makes either for business or pastime. Too otten. in 

small matters, their feelings and wishes are needlessly 

disregarded simply becall8c they arc misapprehended 

()f Dot suspecw. On the other hanll, his probity 

and uprightness are next to never impugned. But 

the :result is that he is certainly not loved. Rather 

it may be said that, to the eycs of the native. 

the English official is an incomprehensible being, 

inacceasible, selfish, ovel'bearing, and irresistible. , 
However, fOf the causes already mentioned, the 

gL'eat bulk of the people in the country yilll\:,fl(!s have 

no 1'~1'80noJ relations with the Europbt'.n officer of 
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any kind. The swa1l zamindar. who haa been before 

deacribed, or the naib of a. larger man, if! commonly 

the person of ruling local importance. And there . 
are no taxgatberers even: 1 all the ta:lf:ation of the 

country takes the form of land-revenue, stamps, 

customs, and excise, for the assessed taxes. on the­

whole, are inaignUicant, and certainly never reach 

the mofu8'Jil villages. The excise tendll to make 

the ta.n.. somewhat dearer to the ryot than it other­

wise would be, a result which is hardly a grievalIce, 

but it also increases the price of salt, a prj.me neces­

sary of life, and tIlis is a serious misfortune. The 

customs scarcely touch the ryot. ,sLam ps, fur ,!Ipecial 

reasons, he has very little objection to, at:d the 

revenue is inseparable from his rent, so that, Oil tllf~ 

whole, with the agricultural populat.ion, the inci­

dence of taxation is chiefly felt in three modes: in 

the pa.yment of rffit, in the price of salt, and in the 

staJ!"ps, needed for every proceeding in B court of 

justice OJ' public office, or for a. copy of any paper 

I Thill Willi wrrilttn berore the imposition of tbe licmMI tu.. 
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filed in any court or office, or document of agreenumt, 

or receipt, &c. 

Omitting the la.tter as being in 8Qme degree of a 

voluntary Ch!lfUCttll'. the two others rema.iu as tlu~ 

two great uurdens UPOJl the I·yot. It has been ex­

plILined. in the foregoing IJages, how extremely poor 

the ordinary ryot is, and how he· uepenus lIpon the 

mnhn.jan system for the nwa,lIs e\'en of vaying 

his l"eJlt. It seeIDs ill1possiule, then, ut flret sight, 

to devise any 1I1tlthod uy which Ule public revenue 

of the country ciln be increased hy contrihutions 

from this class ot'the comlDunity. L'l.wly un attempt 

hM heen made in this direction by the imposition ot' 

a road cess. The cess may be roughly described as 

R I'Imall ral:cable adliitioll to j ta~ I'Cut of each ryot 

which he has to pay \'0 his rent-receiver through 

whom it is cveutually transmitted to Government, 

tog'ether wilh a furtllcr SIlla.l1 addition to be }»lid by 

the l't:nt-recciver hilll~clf. There are many V61'Y 

:jravtl objections to this fOl'm of increased taxa.tioll 

intrinsically, hut the fa.tal ohjection tu it is tbat it i8 

" 
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capriciously unequal; it exacts more from the tyot 

who is aJrea.dy highly taxed by his rent thaD from 

him who ia leas so. And it is not possible, by any 

general rules of exception. to . bring about even 

approximate equality in this respect. 

If the amount of ta,xatioD must needs be increased, 

it can only be d;ne 60 equitably by a. contrivance 

which shall have the effect of apportioning the tax 

to the roeans of the payer. While tlle 'general body 

of ryots are miserably poor and can hardly bear the 

existing taxation, there are no <.1 0 11 bt many among 

them who are oomplll'atively well off, some of them 

being rent-receivers, in SOlUe mannel' or anot-her, as 

well as cultivating ryots; and there ate beside8, in 

every village, well-to-do persons, petty dealers, and 

others, of more or lese: accumulateJ. means. Theee 

all have a margin of means which ma.y be said to be 

1\t yroaent untaxed relij,tive to thtir neighbours, t.b~ 

ryot.s, and which will fairly enough Rdmit of being 

ta:ted it somA equitabJe plan of makiI..g the levy 

could be discovered. 
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It might, perhapa, be imagined ' that 80metbing in 

tbe nature of an inoome-tax would 8lI8Wer this 

purpose. But the fa.ct :is tha.t an income-tax must 

fail in India, even if it be ollly for the reason that 

the necessary ma.chinery for assessing t\Jld collecting 

it is inevitably corrupt IUld 0lJpressive. nut pro· 

hu hI}' tbe difficulty might be overcome by making 

an assessing body out of the village pa!nchayat, who 

sbould be charged with the duty of a.,,~ses&ng the 

means of every resident or the village above a certain 

minimum )lIDount; and by then allotting to each 

village certain local burdens of a pnlllic character, 

,vbicb should be diachD;rgen out of rates to be levied 

(rom the persons assessed under the 8uperint~ndt:nce 

of local officen. In this ~ay some of the work 

now done at the COBt of Government for"local objects 

out of the national funds might be better carr:ied out 

t.han it is at pl"e8ent, and even additional work done 

by the village itself, and eo the money in the hands 

of Government would in effect be !lolTE!spondillgly 

increa.sW. This machinery would in -parti.e\~la:r be 

K 2 
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singularly appropriate for meeting the emergency 

of famines. l 

Another very useful end would ?Ossibly be served by 

the creation of something in the nature of pa.rochial 

administmtion. The general tcnilcncy to eu.,crage in 

litigation might be in some measure do.mlX'u by provid· 

ing occupation of'tld", sort; if it be the (:O.8e, as many 

well-informed persons believe, that the l.&lIqnestionn.ble' 

lll'evaleoce of litif&t~oll is dIle to th('. idlt'ness in 

which the ryot SlffiIlcls the larger portion of tho year. 

TheN are, however, much mon: pott:nt caUReS 

of liti6rntion existing in Bengal than i.he leisure of 

the ryots ; Ilnd as aIle of them, namely, the nature of 

the la~d teuure, very greatly affects the d:fI'erent 

pbflges of village life, ~ome account of it will not lx 

out of place here. 

In the foregoing pages2 tho uc.<;ic;nation" :tumind1o\r~ 

I 1'],i~ stlgW'Mtion I\'lIi ~~l"""j",-I hy tIl<, writer ;1\ II. raper WI,l 

lx·rum tI", )0" .... ,' 1",li" A~><oci" Lion iD le7i. 

, Much of tt", TII"ttcr in tll~ imml"llint.·ly fullowu'g parngmj'\I; 

1ll']ltlAnltl in ~ pBIM'r .... ·j ,ie\. W"I l'ttLll (It ... Hlctotiug of tlw ~inl 

!o;ri~.nce As.wci"tiUD uf }W· • .,-,,]nt c.:"lcuw, in 1873. 
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has been given to the persou who coUec~ rents 

from ryots by virtue of any eon of right to enjoy the 

rent"" and it will be presently seen that such a right 

may be of VariOllB kinds and denominations. The 

system tbroughout 0.11 India is, tl!at II. portion of the 

rent, which every cultivator of the soil pays for his 
• 

p1l:~t, goes to Government as lanu revenue. In t1lC 

wholE', the Goverllment of India receives about 20t 

millions sterling per nnnum in the shape -of land 

revenue. 'fhree very different modos of collecting 

this prevail in, and aJ.'e ChAracteristic of the three 

great Presidencic!I respectively_ In Bengal the 

amount of this revenue and the method of collecting 

it fonned the subject of tIle famous rermam:nt 

Settlement of 170a. Previo'¥lly to the asSlUllptioll 

of the Government of the count·ry by the English, 

a land revenue, mom or less defined in i1:.8 cbaracU>.l'8 

·-often spoken of as a. skare in tbe produce of 

the land-had from time immeDlorial been paid 

to tbe establisbed Government of the day, Hindu 

or Mnllltmmadan, as the case might be. The 
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collection of the ~venue and ita payment to Q{)vern­

ment was effected by officers who, in later days were, 

in Bengal, generally called zam:ndllI's, each being 

responsible only for the revenu~ of the zaminditri, 

eal1UJ. or otherwise name«;! district, of which he was 
, 

certainly the fiscal head. Whether he was anytbing . 
more than this, whether be was regarded by the 

people a8 the proprietor, in a.ny degree, of the zamin­

dari, or whether he himself looked upon the land of 

the ztJ:mindari as belonging to him personally, are 

questions which, perhaps, cannot now be satisfll(l­

torily answered. As a matter of fact the ~on. OD 

the death of his father, usually succeeded to his 

father's fUBction~. and it was avowed1y the princIpal 

objeet of the legislation effected in 1793 to turn al1 

thesE: persons into hereditary landed proprietors, 

whether · they were 80 before or not. Under th~ 

Perm~ent Settlement 'an engagement was entered 

into by the Government with each existing zamindar 

by the terms of which, on the one hand, the zamin­

dar became bound to pay a certain jama, or fixed 
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amount of money, &8St:~ed upon his zami1U.lari as 

land revenue j a~d, on the other, the Gnvernment 

recognise;d him &8 hereditary propfietQr of the land, 

and undertook n6.Ver to alter his jam:a.. At the 

same time the Government required the zlIomindar to 

respect the rights of the cultivator of the soiL 

The results of this new arrimgement will be 

pursued presently. For the moment it may be 

asserted positively that the zamindar never did 

before the Permanent Settlement (and that he does 

not to this day,) stand towards the ryot in the posi~ 

tioD Wllich the English landlord occup'ies ~ative 

to hia tenant. The &'1'(':& of bis zamindari covered 

large districts of country, and was reckoned not in 

bigha8 (the unit of land ~ea.sure = one-third of an 

acre) but in communities of men, 'TIUI}Uza/t.s. The 

money proceeds of the zamindari. were not spoken 

of as rent, but 88 the ifl,11UU (collections) vf the 

included villages. The 68Sets of a zam<i1'idari made 

up of the ja,mo.& of sub-tenures, a.nd the collections 

of the villages, scarcely. if at all, rel!embled the 
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tentll.lof aD English e8t&~. ' The :mmindar him861f 

was a superior lord enjoying pel'8onal privileges. 

and through offi,cp.rs, exercising soma powers of local 

administration. The populations of the villages in 

his zami7ldnri were his subjects (tyote), and it is 

Dot until you get within the m.a1!zah itAclf that yon 

find any oue conce~ed with the actual land. Some 

compariBon might l>e made between the f~udal 

lord., his ."assals, and serfs, on tlm one aide, and the 

zamindar, his gantidars ruJd l'yots, on the other j but 

how little the two ca.sBS of zamindar. and lalldlord. 

evp.r have been parallel may he perceived at once 

from a ~jmp]e jJlustrntion. When an English landed 

proprietor speaks of a jine rstate he mentally refers 

to the extent of the a~reage, the fertility of the 

soli, the beauty of the landscape, and '&0 on; not 

at aU to the tenants, tb~ labourers, or the dwelling· 

houses which IUay be uR<m tIle land j whereas, . if 

a Bengali zamindar makes a like remark, he has 

in his mind t"hP. numbe-r and importance of t"he 

vi1lagea which fonn the umindari and their 




