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receivillc • pew eow ~to a Hil)du family is titaJed 
witb & like IIeOtiment. ·~Thc whole bousebold turns 
out to ,...elcomc the meomins member, who ill dear 
,.ted with flowers and fed daintily as 10011 as ahe 
enteTs the gates of the dwelling, wh.i1e endeannents 
are lavished on her in the eWort to make her accept 
the strange abode IS borne. The .psychology of this 
is not purely self~interellied. 89 when we butter the 
cat's paws that she may never be .bappy at a distance 
from our hearth. There is a -habitual, almost an 
in~tin':tive. recognition in India of the: fact that mind 
is the controlling dement ill life, and it has b«ome a 
second nature with them (0 appeal directly to it. 
Even in the case of what we are pleased to term the 
lower animals, it requires no argumen! to show a 
Hindu that the cow will maintain her health and 
perform all her fUDctions better if her feeling goes 
with, instead of against, her new environment. 
The fact is self·evident to him. And in the ceremony 
of welcome, the intrusion of any violent thought or 
emotion upon the family circle would be: earllestly 
deprecated, and every elfort put forth to hold the 
mental atmosphere in gentleness and calm. 

This way of looking at things finds striking iIIus
tntion in the e1iucation of girls. For throughout a 
womaa'.life tbe cow is to be ber constant companion. 
It is important, therefore, that she be duly equipped 
with the knowledge of its management and treatment. 
This neccuity is "pressed in folk-form by the 
statement that few families are blesllCd with good 
fonune in the three matters of children, of money, 
'and of milk. Even if the home be full of the 
laught. of liute voieel, and if there be mouey 
enough to feed them, i. not tbe milk apt ~ turD 
.our or the cow to run dry? It t.cueotilll, then, to 
ctlOOec brHes (or our 10111 wbG have" a lu,*y band 
.ida the cow"; and to altaiD. . lhI: "luck, haM" 
little girls are made to rile &t ,S*-o'clock ia·tbc 
mominp, and to ail: for an bouT ~.l:Dorc ~;~; 
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hanging garlands on ber neck, offering RoWffl at 
her feet, giving 'her delectable things to eat, and 
repeating texU! and verses full of the eZpret5ion of 
rr:vertnce and gratitude.· 

And .. indeed, .d\ere is DO end to the household 
debt. .. Milk is the onfy food," said" Hindu, .. that 
is the product of tave." Probably for this rcuOb_ 
in a country where so much thought is given to tbe 
mental effects of wh,!lt is eaten-it is the favourite, 
being held, with fruit and honey, ro be fit nourish· 
ment for the saints, Bat fuel and medicine also are 
providl!'d by the bovine mother. Cowdung is held 
to have antiseptic: and purifying properties, and to 
spread it with her own hands, making the mud ROOf 
damp proof, and giving it the breath ever fragn.nt 
to the peasant, would be thought no more disgraceful 
to the princess fallen upon evil days of poverty than 
to the humbler daughter of any poor but wen.. 
descended house. 

From the Punjab to Cape Comonn, evenfall-the 
.Jw is iI? ~ment of Japan, and the yellD,. dNsl 
Mill" of China-is known as the tim~ 0/ «JUIdtnI. 
recalling in a word the picture ot the village, 
and the herds driven home alollg the lanes for the 
night. 

It is one of the great glories of countries of the 
Asiatic type. ranking beside thelT uniy.:rul rec0g
nition of the sacredness of letters, that in them the 
s imple life oftbe commonwealth as a whole, and DOC 
the artificial and luxurious routiDe of courts, haa 
ahvays beeD regarded as . .tbe social type. Hence iD 
lodia, labour, rising into government, &tands ·.ii;le,by 
side with prayer and motherhood as the main 
0ppo.Ul1ity oC womaD,,.ad u her integral Cootrib~ 

.. 'J _ tnfoiom.d by .. &lItborltatlve, body .. &. pICA""oil 
tAtiwo JIUou,.ota Co~ 01. .... ~It ..... u.s.A., thai thil.-.. 
_ ... 'oLJlae!!HoP ~1It1lrictl, ~tlic. "'nIe ' (Illy" 
~~~.!. ... ~t,.'a( 111m: 10 Ii 1IIilbr,. __ .... - ... 
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dOD to the ;national righteQu6nes$. The domestic 
r.leCC6sities pf pastoral, may bear leis heavily upon 
ber than those of peasant communities, leaving her 
DlOre. time for the use of the needle; but in Arabia, 
as in India. the ideal must Deeds be fulfilled. and 
.. Our Lady of the Moslems"· i's loved for the fact 
that, though the daughter of the Prophet. she turned 
the millstone with her own delicate hands, and toiled 
in frugal household ways for the good of those 
dependent on her care, almost ·8S much as for the 
sweet inten::ession by which she named "the salvation 
of all Mussulmans" as the dowry she would claim of 
God on the Day of Judgment. 

In India, the cowhouse, the dairy, the kitchen, the 
granary, the chapel, with numerous other offices, 
divide the day-long attentions of the ladies of the 
family. tn rich old house8 there will be a large 
cooking-room and verandah for the cook!i, and in 
addition, not one but a series of kitchens {or the use 
of mother, da.ughters, and daughters-in-law. And 
the he~b Bardens and orc.hards are accessible ooly 
from the zenana, 10 all these thin~ nothing is more 
noticeable than the readiness and spontaneity with 
which work is subdivided, and the peaceable way io 
which it is carried out. This is most striking witb 
regard to the preparation offood, a service into whieb 
the Indian has been taught from childhood to pour 
• concentrated sweetness of love and hospitaJity. 
Perhaps there is no single institution .amongst 
ounelves by which we cao convey an idea of tbe joy 
it gives the master of a household to see many mouths 
fed at his cost, or the mis tress to feel thin she servC$ 
them all. Every woman being a cook, and often of 
pat skill, it was in years gone by c:onsidered b the 
.bighe., compliment to receive an invitation from a 

• Oor Lady of tbe Moslems. _ " &Ihll .. daughler of t~ 
~etatld KhMl ifah.. The PIOphat Javed bar mote tlla.., 
"tbW c.-.aQd beiDa-
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aeighbouring family on the oec4sion or some impor
tant testivity, to come and help /air&' la cuisine. 
Even H indu society, however, is affected by the 
ideals of West em organ isation, and emergency-work 
nowadays ttends mOTe and more to be laid on the 
shoulders of Brahmins imported for the oecasion, 
but not regarded socially as servants, in spite of the 
fact that they accept a dal!y wage. 

There is thus II point of view from whieh the lives 
of Indian women may be considered as a vast 
co-operation of the race to perform necessary labour, 
dij!nifying ;t meanwhile by every association of 
refinement, tenderness, and self-respect, And it 
might also be elaimed that the orthodox Hindu 
hou!'ehold is the only one in the world which 
combines II high degree of civilisation with t~ 
eompieteelimination of any form of domestic slavery. 
Certainly slavery in Asia, under the r-iginuf of 
great religious systems, has never mellnt what 
Europe and America have made of it. There are 
still Iivinl!' persons who were bought in Ih~ r child
hood as Ghulams by Raj putni and Bengatilamilies. 
These wete orphans. brought up and educated along 
with the children of the household. but made userul 
in minor ways. It never occurred to anyone that 
when the days of wage-earning arrived, the quondam 
master and mistress had any claim whatever upon 
the emoluments of their dependents, yet they could 
not be held tO , have done their duty until they had 
married and settled them in life appropriately. It is 
a curiOU!i con~equence of this humanity of custOll;l 
that the word" s lave" cannot be made to sting the 
·Asiatic con!iciousness, as it does the Europe"n. 

As Cf'e tr:tve13 through regions not yet exhausted 
by bmme, the signs or IOOinn peasant happiness 
become familillr to the eye. The mud h{ftJIcstead. 
buill on ita ~igh plinth with deep verandahs, decently 
thatched «tiled. aDd almost hidden in cluster. of 
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EE
ut palms, bamboos, aDd plantain., the"ltretcb. 

creen with its grazing cow .. or rice-field. I.Qd 
IIn,O orchards, lhe unbroken dome of blue, edged 

t!:' on tbe horizon, by the tremulous line of foliage 
re new bamboos veil .ome fresh village or farm_ 

ouae, such is the picture beloved by the Indian 
het.rt. Eveo in the distant cilie •• every fcs tivaJ-day 
brin~aclr: its memory; for the Jau of waler, with 
cocoanuts for lids, and the green ,hoots of plantain, 
ltanding against tbe pillarl, with the garlands of 
mango-leaves above the doorway, arc the "au._ 
piciOUI," and therefore 1l,Ilivcraai decoration. 

It is: her longing for this natural setling of grove. 
rivet, and mcadow, that makes the housewife so 
contented with the severe: architectural ronn of her zorn,'dd'n. hoc '<ok '0' DO ''''''mD' d.oo,,,,o< 

. The -lpdian ~oes not live in whom the 
.(or nature is not conscioul and profound. 

a t e' ~rble palaces of Rajputaoa aDd the North, 
hich buildings are maiSe beautiful, inltead of 

to~~~~utiful1-hjngs put into them, are directly 
. lated, through this ideal, to the pea.unl cottq:ea 
ud farmhouses of Bengal. 

Indeed., if 1ft: would draw the life of an lodian 
jwoman trUt;, it is in a long seritl o(peaunt pietures 
~at it must be outlined.. Every plant, flower, f~t, 
in itl OW:D leaSOD, calls up lOme h lltoric: or poetk: 
auociation. Under the kodhumba tree, whose 
blo.soms occur in stiff ball., like those of our plane. 
stood Kri.hna, playillg on the flute. III the 
magnificent shade and c:ooloess of the ~th.e tree 
whose leavea are so delicately poiled that they 
quiver like those of our aspen, nen in the _tilluI ' 
Doon-Buddha, in the heart of the night, auained 
Ni"ana. The soft sirieht. flower that .. ~n bear 
tile ;,eicht of bees, but Dot of bumminr-birda," 
ftII)illdl onc of aU exquisite aDd tcoder thin ..... the 
~ .. of • woman. the hurt of • child. aDd 10 on. 
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'flJC amloki fruit is not only wholesome and"delicioul 
for hOUKhold use, ~king the work. of preserving 
it an act of merit, but its very name ' i. famous 
t.hroughQut Buddhist As;a, carrying o'lle back to the 
great age when it wu a constant archi tectural 
ornament. The fragrance of the mango-blossom ia 
one oflhe 6vearrows of Cupid's bow. The cutard
apple was the favourite fruit of Sita. 

Such are a few only of the complclt all.sociatioos 
that have in the: cou':Sc of ages accumulated about 
tbe common Iodian life. No home is so hare: that it 
is DOl beautiije:d by this weal th .oC dreams, for it has 
~ong ago sunk into the: very aU'ucture of the language. 
No taste is so bigh,.noT is any outcast so low, as to 
be beyond its reach. It is an immense national 
possession, creating mutual sentimt'!Dt atId common 
memory, offering abund:mce a( rnalrrial also (or the 
developmrnt of individual tasle and imagination, 
and above all .cting as an organic and indrstructible 
bond, to attach the Indian mind eternally to its 
awn soil, and in rvrry $rnse involving perman~nce 
a( relation, IIUCDtly and rigorousl,. to exclude the 
foreigner. . 

Men arc of course initiatrd into their share or this 
inhrritance in infancy. Afterwards, from their study 
of letters, they may return and refresh the domc&tic. 
folklore With a gtu . ... cc\lracy. B\lt the women 
live always in ita atm~phere. This is thl! .challl,. 
agaimt whose backgro.und. their simple pious liv~ • 
• re sct. And through them it maintains unab~ed 
its .VJOlume and Continuity. . . . 

We see tbua that the IOdjd,.organi!l&tioo c( lif~ 
-and lOCiety is coherent and. n~ry, and. tbat ita' 
m~thods and ideals, having apNnc din:ctly ftomtbe 
aoiJ, hate II atabilitydue til. corrcswndeuce "i~ daCir 
environUleDt which ia incouleiv.able \0 ~ ;~~ 
~ theauelftS conteDt to be t:avo~ej JDcmbcra. of 
IQOIIt 'faYOWed D&tioDs. 

• 
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The aoclal unity, u or aD individual organiam, 
was expreued in quaint (01"111 ·In the old~time myth 
th. t Brahmin •• prang (rom th" lips of the Crea.tot, 
wamon from His a nna, the people from Hi. thighs, 
aDd the working classes from His feet. But the way 
in which physical condilions imposed themselve. 
upon the Creator Himself in this process could not 
be recognised by early observers, who had $eeD 
Dothing outside their own country. 

The modern .student, however, educated by a wide 
range of geographic::al impressions, c::annot (ail to be 
struck .... ith anolher feature of the Indian ayntheais-
its completely organic:: character in a territorial r;ense. 
Every provinc::e within the vut boundarie, fulfils 
, orne necessary part in the completing of a nation
ality. No one plac::e repeats the Itpecialised function 
of another. And what is true of the districts holds 
equally good of the people as a whole, and the women 
;n particular. In a national character we a lways find 
\a summary of the national history. Of no cou6try 
is this more true than of India. 

The Bengali wife worlthips her husband, and 
scrves her children and her household with &llihe rapt 
idealism of the saints. The 'Nomen oC Maharuhtra 
are as atrong and as actual as any in the \Vest. 
The Rajputni qu«n prides herself on the untlillching 
courage of her race, that would follow her hr.llband 
even into the funeral fire, yet will not pennit a king 
to name his wife as amongat his subjects. The 
:woman of Madras struggles with agony to reach the 
"r5piritual pole-s tar, building up again and again, like 
60me careful beaver, any fragment of Ler wall or 
tUltom that the resistlellS tides of tbe modern world 
tnay attempt to break a.way. And the dauihters of 
VlUerat arc, Iikc··the ·womCD of merchan[..people. 
*veryw~ere, soft and ~lkc:D aod Gower-like, daint, 
and clinging as a dream, 

n.; .... e may penetrate into the MOilem ZeDaDa, to 
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find the ume graceful Indian womanhood, sometimes 

j!~:C:~b~~l!~~-:~:;~~ ;!:t1:~C:~ ~=~ii~ 
wifehood and motherhood, musurinC itself in ,n its 
doings at much againat the standard, DC rdigiou~ 
,bUg_tion, and I . little against thOle oC ruhino, u 
any or ill Hindu compatriot. might do. 

Nor, amongst these . trong outstandios types, is 
Ihere Rny failure ofindividual achievement. Brynhild 
herself wu not more heroic than thoolands of whom 
the Rajput chronicles tell Nay, In the supreme 
:tet of her lire, the mystic death on the throne or 
flame beside the dead Sigurd, many a quiet litt le 
Bengali woman has been her peer. J oan of Arc 
was not morc a patriot than Chand Bibi,· or the 
wonderful Queen of l hansi, who, in the year 18S7. 
fought in person with the British troops. Thc 
children of men who saw it tallt to this day of the · 
fonn of this woman's father Iwinging 00 the gibbet. 
high above the city walls, hanged there by her order 
for the crime of making .. treaty with the English, 
to deliver the Iteyl into their hands. They talk, too, 
of her swift rush at the head of her t roops aero" 
tbe drowsy midday camp, her lance poi~ to pierce, 
her bay mare Laluhmi atraining every mUlCle, the 
whiu of the charge 150 une:zpectcd that onJy here 
and there I dazed white 1501diereouid gather prClelJOl: 
or mind to fi re a Ihot at the cavaIc.ade already pasd 
And old men still .iDI her glory with lean choklDr 
the voice. 

,But the Rani of jbanti, though. queen, wa. bO 
purdah . oman. She Wall a Mahratta, With a passibn , 
for her eDuutry. and praf\ised from girlhood in the 
chltc.. She had been Ihe·,J;eal heart of the kingdom 
ever lliace ber maTria~, for bel"-hu.s~a:Dd 'fU oWy. 
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bul410Dte figure--h«d, who spent in making feeble 
poetry the lime he might have given to rule or to his 
, .. ife. Her life had been; in fact, a. solitary as that 
of a mediRval wnt. And her ostensible repoll for 
fighting "as the right to adopt an heir. There has 
always Indeed been a great development of the 
political faculty amongst Mahratta \Vomen, a develop-
ment which 15 by no means 105t at the pre5ent day. 
It is well known tbat, long before the time of tht 
Queen of ]bansi, Sivaji owed the in5piration that 

tied to the national reawakening to his motber nahcr 
than to his fattIer. 

l! again we desire to hear of the womall of 
romance, is it not sufficient to cite the name of that 
Empress 10 whom the Taj Manal was built? To 
Hindus as to Mohammedans Ihis palace of. the dead 
is holy, ror to the one as to the other it apealts with 
silent eloquence of the perfect wife. We may dream 
as inadequately as we please of the Queen Arjmaod 
Banu, Crown of the PeJace, but two things we 
cannot forget. One is the tender thought of the 
woman who could detach herself from the very 
pains of death to assure her husband that fihe desired 
a tom.b worthy of his love; and the other is the 
image of the pusing of Shah Jehan, in the sunsct_ 
lighled balcony, with his eyes fia.ed on the anow~ 
white 'pile at the bend in the river, and his beart 
full of the'consolation of having wrought for her he 
Joved'; thruugh - tbe space of twenty years, a wort 
that she bad aurely accepled at the last, The word" 
j.I Even I, even I, am Beatrice," are not more full 01 
tbe triumphant close of love thaD tbis picture of the 
deatb of the Mogul Emperor. 

Yet we have to admit that to tbe A.~tic.woman 
in Feral society 'doa Dot offer ~elr;lngdom of 
beallty and chant!. as her sphere. The foster-mother 
Or If,.es the mother of Jesus. the, Wife oflhe Propbet, 
~ab, and I¥. daulb~ ,Fatima, are the true 
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c:templan of the Moslem woman. And the idu.l 
achievements of Hindu womanbood are likewise of 
wisdom and IH:rvice and renunciation, rather than of 
power and love:. Hindu lyrics of romance: are alway. 
put into the: mouth of Radha the: shepherdess, sing~ 
ing to Krishna; and it is interesting fa note: qo!" the: 
motive of each lonr is placed always in the: feeling 
of the: other, and ho.~ ~u ickly any q:cparturc: froiD 
this canon would disgust Lnd~n taste. ' Evcp Persian 
poetry, the: dassie of the: MohammeQan, is said by 
those: who know it to have: avoided In a wooderflli 
way the use of "he and sh1!-." "Be] the: suing, 
the note: be thou I Be: thou the: body, I tile: life I 
Let none: hereafter say of us that onc was It another 
thou." Is this spoken between two lovers, or is it 
entirely of the soul? 

There is doubtles!I !lome truth in the id~a that 
Bociety in a military state tends always to seclude 
,its women. The fact that in the aris tocratic strict
oen of retreat the Mus!lulmannin ranks first, the 
Rajputni second, and the Bengali woman only third, 
in India, goes fllr to support tbis conclusion. But 
the case of the Rani of J hansi is sufficient indication 
that the custom is by no means so universal as is 
:':Iften stated. The lower dasses move freely in alJ 
:;:ountries, (or bousehold work and the eaming 01 
their livelihood compel; and t\le screeD is always 
more easily lift~ for the Hindu than for the 
Mohammedan. A thousand considerations int~l'Vene 
to mitigate its Beverity in the calle of the former, 
while in the South and West. where Moslem rule 
was brier, and Moslem fashions had little ro(.ce, it ia 
actually non~istent. _ 

B, this it is not to be underttood thai auy .afadu 
.-omen meet IIICD outside tbeir ' :kiDi::l~ :wit4 - .~ 
freedom and fraolr:neu or their W~ • ~~ 
veiy -old- adapta1.iona of tile Ran:rajtd •• ~ .. _.-, 
-the l,t-othu-m.:.l •• who,has Defti' ~ btirbeI-:tt*,a , - ~ 
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the heroine'. feet, and the wife who blusha rather 
than mention her busband's name. But the power 
of the individual to isolate himself in the midat of 
ap~ently unrestrained social intercourse is 
necessary in all communities, and has its corrcs
pondcn~ in Western society itsdf. Freedom jl 

gT20ted only to the self-disciplined. It might be 
added that a good wife hall as little occasion to 
realise the pos~ible jealousy of her husband in the 
East a~ in the West, and that an unreasonable fit of 
SuspiciOD would be considered the same weakness 
aod ilu;uit by the one lIoc;ety as by the other. 

The liberty of Madras and Bombay is, howe\'er, 
a reality for all its limita tions. And in certain part~ 
of the province of Malabar woman is actually in the 
ascendency. This curious count"y, of women 
learned io Sanskrit, and kings who rule as tbe 
regents of their sisters, will have many disclosures 
to make to tIle world when India shall have pro
duced a sufficient number of competent sociologists 
of h er own blood. It is commonly said to be cha
racteristically polyandrous; but it is not &0, in the 
$Arne 5Cnt;t .as Tibet and some of the Himalayan 
tribes, for no woman regards herself as the wife 01 
two men Ilt once. The term matr;ardl(,r/ is more 
accurate, inasmuch as the husband visits the wife in 
her own home, and the right of inheritance il 
through the mOlher. Thus, far from India'i being 

,tbe land of the unirorm oppression of woman by a 
uniform method, it represents the whole cycle of 
feminist institutions. There is literally no theory 
of feminine rights and position that docs not find 
iIIu~ration somewhere within her boundariel. 
, With regard to the ~Iusion of women by IIjridus, 
the ltatemCDt that it arosc aI • protection against 
,tbe' yio1ebce of a ruling race iJ; tboughtless and 
Untr,1e1 The custom io it. present rigour dates 
~)' from tbe , period of Moslem ruJc. 
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Where that rule was firm and long establi,hed, it 
has sunk deep into Hindu habit , and in Bombay and 
Madras, under opposite conditions, has been a.lmost 
paased by. ]n the playa of Kalidu, and in old 
Sanskrit literature generaUy, there ill abundant 
evidence that it was not practi5Cd in its modern 
(orm in the Vedic, Buddhistic, or Puranic perioda. 

But although jt dates from "lhe era of Ghani Or 
Ghor-el:cept where the Rajput "made , an inde
ocndent introduction "of the pu"rdah-there is nothing 
to show that the cloistering of women \.;45 sprea6ia 
Hindostan by other means than by the force or 
fashion and imperial prestige. Indeed, sooner or 
later we have to race the question; What induced 
the Mohammedan to screen his women? Islam 
derives the religious sanction of its social institu
tions from Arabia, and the Arab woman is said to 
enjoy considerable freedom and power. Hence it i. 
sometimes claimed that the Mussulman himself 
adopted the practice from Persia, from China, or from 
Greece. Such explanations arc little mon: than 
recrimination. What are we to regard lUI the root 
of a convention which in certain parts of the Orient 
appcAB to be almost instinctive 1 Climate, inducing 
.cantine.n of clothing, canllot be the whole aette!" 
for in that case Madras would be rnore deepl,. 
permuted by the custQrn than Bengal, whereas tbe 
very opposite is the fact. 

Might we not as well rcver8C the inquiry, and try 
to assign some reason for the Western aSBumptioa 
of epaJitJ between man and woman? The first 
point that strikes us is the very uneven distributioD. 
of the theory in Europe itself. It is by DO means .. 
atronl'in Latin as in Teutonic countries, nor jo 
clearly formulated amongst the Germanic: peopleS .. 
in the Norse Sq-as" This fact lend.col3ur"to the 
theory of modem socioiogisul that fisbep.life ~ the 
.aun:e of all equalit.7 ~twem tbe sues. FOI'"thc 
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.... pa:rsu1D, the conqucat of the sea. must leave 
bis w1fe ~gnant over the affairs of field and farm. 
it i. lupposed by some that tbe vert use of the 
wedding-ring originated in the invcstiture of woman 
at marriage, by means of the aignet-riog, with • 
ruloess of authority similar to tbe husband's outside, 
over aJl that lay within the house. Surely it ill clear 
that land and sea are not the only possible antitheses, 
but that wherever a raee is employed in a sustained 
and arduous conquest of Nature there it will tend 
toWJ.rds fulness of co-operation, simila-rity of manDers, 
;and equality of rights as between men and women; 
IIUld that, other things being equal, under long-sell led 
I,:onditions, from which anxiety is largely dimioated, 
·there is a progress ive inclination towards divergence 
of their lines of activity, accompanied by the Illore 
complete surrender of woroan to the protection of 
man, and the seeking of her individuality in the 
~phere of morals and emotion. 

The tendency to divergence of function would be ac~ 
«Ierated in Asia by the nature of the climate, 1'Ihich 
tmakea s tillness and passivity the highes t luxury. 
This fact would combine again with military pre
possess ions, to make the cus tom of seclusion ' especi
o. lIy characteristic of royal households, and having 
once achieved such social prestige it would speedily 
extend over wide areas. Thus it becomes charac
teristic of conquerillg races, and among Hindur. is 
imitated with marked energy by Bengal, which is not 
only the most idcaliatic of all the Indian provinces, 
but also--owing to the existence of the zemindar 
class-the most persistently feudal, after Rajputana. 
. If this theory be correct, the freedom of the 
Indian woman of the fil"9t Aryan period i"to be 
c:xpiaincd as an outeome of the .truggle with earth 
IIiId :~t The early immigrations of ~uJtUT&1 
~,~ the Himalayu from Ceatral Asia mu.t 
~ ~t a combat widI Nature: of the ~ 
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kinil. It wu a comtiat ill which the wife .,1 the 
helpmeet of the hUlballd. If he «:Ieared the junglej 
and hUllted th~ gam~. she had to give aid in field amJi 
g.l .. ~en. The Aryan populatiotl was lcanty. and Ih~ 
would often be required to take his place. VidlSi~ 
tildes were many. At a moment's notice she mus~ 
be prepared to meet an emercency. brave, cheerfulA 
and self-helpful. In such a life woman must movq 
as ealSily as lIIan. . . 

It began to be otherwise, howev~r, when the 
tountry was cleared, agriculture established on the 
Aryan ~ale, and the energy of the raee concentrated 
on the higher problem of conserving and el[tending 
its euiture of mind and spirit. It is doubtful whether 
Indian philosophyeould ever have been completed 
on other terms than on those of some measure of 
seclusion for WOlllan. '-'This world is all a gream: 
God alone is real," lSueh an ultimatum eouldnardly 
have been reaehed in a society like that of Judail5m, 
""here love and beauty were held as the seal of divine 
approval on a succesl>fullifc. Not that India would 
deery these happy gifts. But they are secular jOYI5 
in her eyes, not spiritual. "The religion of the wife 
lies in serving her husband: the religion or th, 
widow lies in serving God," say the women; and 
\here is no doubt in their minds that the widow's 
ul! is Ihe higher of the .two. 

While we talk or the sedusion of woman, howe'9er, 
as if it were a raet, we must be carerul to guard 
against misconception. In society and in the strem 
of Indian eities, it is practieally true that we see 
·men alone. This fact makes it a possibility (or the 
religious to pass his life without 100tiDI" on the race 
or any "oman, save. auch as he may call -" Mother." 
In'ide the house, ir we penetrate so far9 .... e Jh.~ 
probably m~( with Done but women. But..,iFwe1ive 
ther"e;day after day, we .. hall find that every ·"aman 
ba. familiar lD.tercourae with ~ IP&D or alen io 
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the ~iJy. The: relation betweqJ brothe~ ana 
aisteTi-in-law II all gaiety and IlI'eetness. Searcely 
"any children are: 10 ntar to a woman 81 the lonl of 
her hu!oband', sisters. It III the proud prerogative 
of these, whatever be their age, to regard her as 
their slave. There is a special delicacy of affection 
and respect between the husband's father and his 
daughter-in-law. Cousins count as brothers and 
sisters. And from the: fact that every woman has 
her rightful place in some family it follows that 
there is more healthy buman intercourse With men 

t
·n almost every Hindu woman's life than in those of 
" houlands of s ingle women, liv1ng alone, or following 
, rofessiol1al cueer8, in the suburbs of Londou and 
~ther Western cities. 

It is aD intercourse, too, that is full of a refined 
and del icate aenle of humour. Indian men who 
have been to Europe always declare that the :zenana 
",oman stands unrivaJled in ht'r power of repartee. 
English fun is apt to strike the Eastern ear as a little 
loud. How charming is the Bengali version of 
.. the bad penny that always turns up," in, "I am 
lhe broken cowrie that has been to seven markets" I 
That is to say, "I may be worthleu, but I am 
knowing." 

We are too apt to define the ideal as that toward. 
which we aspire, thinking but rarely of those 
aSSimilated idt"als which reveal themselves as cl,Istom. 
If we analyse the rollventiolls that dominate an 
Indian woman's life we eannot rail 10 rome upon an 
exceedingly stern canon of self-control. The close
lIess and intimacy of tbe family life, and the number 
of the i.nterests that have to be con!lidered, make 
strict discipline necessary, doubtless, for the ~k.c of 
peace. l1ence a husband aDd wife may not addrese 
each olher i.o the preseqce of others. A wife ma, 
DOt name her husband, much lell praise him, and H 

on. Ol1ly little cbildren are: perfectiy untrammcUed, 
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and lDay beltOW· their .!redion .. hen and where tbey 
will. All these thin,s arc for the protection of the 
community, lest it be outrllgcd" by the parading of a 
relationship of intimae1. or "ictimis~ by an enthu
siasllI which it CQuld not be c:J.pectcd to ahare. 

This constant and happy subordination of one.elf 
to others dot!! not ~trikc: tbe: observer, only because: 
il is 80 complete:. It is not the characteristic of the 
specially devt:lo~d individual alone, for il is reeog
oiled and required, -in all degrees of delicacy, by 
society at large. Unselfishness and ;the thirs t for 
service: stand out in the: Western personality agaiollt 
a background of individualiatic conventions, an.d 
convey an impress ion of the: cage:rnc:u lind struggle 
of pity, without which the world would certainly,be 
the poorer. But the Easlem woman is unaware of 
any defiance or institutions. She is the producto{ an 
ethical civilisation. Her charitiu. are required of her. 
Her vows and penances are unknown even to her 
husband; but were they told, they would scarcely 
ell.cite remark in a community ... here all make similar 
saerifices. 

This il only to say that she is more deeply lelf
effacing .and more effectively altruistic than any 
Westem. The duty of tending the sick is so much 
a matter of course to her that she does not dream of 
it as a bredal function, for which one might erect 
hospitals or learn nursing. Here, no doubt, she 
misses" a great deal, for the modern organisatioD of 
!kill has produced a concentration of atlention on 
method that avail!! to lave much suffering. Still, we 
mUlt not too carelenly assume that our own habit 
Or musiog together all the hungry, sick, and insane, 
and iso,;uing tbem in worlds vis ited throughout with 
like afilictiona to their own, is the product of a 
bigber benevolence 00 our part. 

Tbr.oughout the world WOmen are the pardlaDs 
.r hm&Dit,'. etbical ideaJL The boy would DOC 
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be ' .. annoUli to carry the dead ·to the bumin, pat 
If 1dIf mother had lIot filled his babyhood with 
admiration of the deed, The husbaod would DOt be 
so strenuous to return home at his best if his wife 
did not" Wlderstand and appreciate his noblesl 
qui,lities.. But, even bq>ond this, women give 
themselves as the perpetual illuatration of tbe ideal. 
The words, .. He that will be chief among you let 
him be your servant," rail 00 Western ears with a 
certain scnse of sublime paradoJ[. But the august 
Speak.er ultered the merest truism of that simple 
Eastc.rn world in which He moved. He roused no 
thrill of surpri.se in the minds of His hearers, for to 
ench his own mother was .::hief, and yet servant 
of .11. 

Those who, knowing the East, read the list of the: 
seven corporal works of mercy, may well start to 
imagine: themselves back in the: Hindu home watch· 
ing its iaboriou!ll , pious wom~n as they move about 
their daily tasks, never questioning the first necessity 
of keding the hungry, harbouring the harbourlesB, 
OInd the like. Truly the East is eternally the mother 
of reiigionli, for the reason thllt she has aliisimilated 
as ordinary social functions what the West holds to 
be only the duty of officialism or the message of the 
Church, and to those who d~eply unde rstand it may 
well seem that ChristianIty in Europe is neither 
more Qor less than .the mission of the Aliiiatie Life. 



CHAPTER Vl 

THII: n4MEDlAT& PROBLEMS OF THE 
01U8NTAL WOMAN 

THII: IIludent of Greek vases cannot fail to be .truck: 
by the frequent repetition of • single thefll~tbe 
procession of women to and from the well. . In 
ancient Grtece, in Palestine, and in India up to the 
era of water·laps and street hydrants, that is to &a.y 
till the other day, the women had an established 

,ts;ocial centre, the well from which the community 
drew its supply of drinking water ... Hilher, in tbe 
last bours before sundown, came the maidens of 
various households, young daughters-io.la", maybe. 
in cbarge of somt elderly aunt or mother-in-law, or 
.... ith each other'. compao,. for chaperOOllgC, each 
bearing her abiDing meta1 vessels to be filled> And 
thence. their mutua] taIIr. and task beiogended, weot 
the girls to their homes. with towerin,load. lDlJIe 
two or three potsbigh, and superb IJwaying walk. 
Sometime&, it ia said, for a trial of likill, they woul4. 
run and skip, and even dance, III they .... ent along 
the road, and never. drop of water spiUed the while. 
The hour was held in great esteem. The way waa 
aYnided by men, and the women proved, wbat all 
.o~ know, that their real motive in dreuin,wdi 
~ to oorgpete with each oilier, not 10 shine in the 
eyes or the .remer suo Show, silVer ~ the 
pciartoodecorated pad or riIIIJ OIl which the .... ter-pota 
~, 't;NI the bead, un. drapell .. wCn:lY'" 10 
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Gr1;k stawea-I.n tnCIe lIe.U~les ",ere'J,lTaoged' fOl' 
tbc :discriminating envy or sympathy ~ _ ,stet er~. 
itot fot the enjoyment of a beio~ "'bo may be tn"ted 
"lo . thil7lt .1tts -own wife tnd SIsters beautiful, yet 
'UODot qo ~hem the hODQUr to I"emembcr what jewell 
and clothetl they wear. 

For a vanity not lellS tban that which ettoo.ee a 
gown in Paris, caD go to: aD simple,a matter as the 
lilting of a dark-blue uri-. ,"cain,t a .fair comple.zion, 
.tbaUhe 1t'~art:r may took' f '1ike-tlle full moon in the 
midnipt sJty," the' placilig or: opal 9t diamond on 
.one uPstril Of' the Olh.ef, or the selecting of a glas. 
baogle of wbile Of green, according to the tint of the 
brown skin. The vanity may Ix: no less, "nd the 
highest skill always delircs the eye of the keen!!!! 
connoisseur. 

This picture of the women drawing ",.t'et has its 
pendant in the cluster of men who gather for friendly 
smoke or chat at evening about the snm.ulderinglog, 
lighted on the outskirts of the village by any 
wandering sarmyasin who may have taken up his 
abode for a few day. beneath the loeal banyan tree. 
But this !lUggests a wider, more cosmopolitan 
relation. The men's talk is apt to be of other landli 
than their own, and the s trange customs and lapses 
of customs prevailing there. Their inteI"Csts -arc 
rather general, abstract, imperllonal. For thc yell • . 
robed gUeAt of the village is, it must be remembCl'ed, 

" traveller of the ancient time. H'=. his ootjoumeyed 
in railway trains and lived it) hotels. Rather,_ 
tramping bis ' way from \,mage to villaae, he .hils 
shared, at each halting-place, in its Ptr$OllBl-dra~ ;_ 
has begged .: meal daily Crom door to dOG!'; bas 
eaten, th~efore, t4e characteristic food, COQl:.ed and 
served .ecording to the ways. 0'( ,uch di~t. . 'By 
~ rndde. the geographica) '¥Dae' of Ilji. oJd-tJ.me 
waYfarer la developed .rar beyond tll.-t of • genet ... 
IjIoe that live. 0" ~p$ &lid iea1'oa (rom the ,chedlile. 
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or "eta kpotm, .. ~e1hpllper.~ and the jOllmala 
of other' -~ tnvdL" And h ia' his geograpwl:al 
knowt~· tbat. he '$baTeS witb the mm of . the 
",iij,:ge; -wher.e .b.c eat. aqd aJeepa fO'r"rew ~ •. 
ID- tilt: 'I?I~ Sanskrit )boo~s. · ~n~ art; .. reJrc~Dtc4 . 
as . recelVIPg such. guests ' wltb · .t~ q.iroo, 
.. What have }'O¥ seCD • .elsewhere 7" aad .inc 
before they depart. "A.nd wbat ba.,e you Doted 
here?" , . 

But amonpt 'the .women pered about the wen 
it was'the civi~ li(eibllt {ouad oexpre'itiiOll, the:civic 
life of th~ village or.r;mall tOwnshjp. Here ther could 
(onn a consolida~ femiRine opinion, of great ~iKht 
in local affain, and exchange the Dews of the day 
with each other. The lx-tter orglni.ation of public 
convenienc~ now deprives them of the laborious 
necessity of meeting in tbe old way; .but it is much 
to be desired that, with tbe dying out of their anclcat 
(orma and. inati.tutiopa, new occasions of assembly 
and ncw subjects of discussion migi!-t s pontaneous ly 
ariae. At preseot Indian emotion spuds itself 
more and more within the home. Woman, always 
domiDBnt:in private life, by hel' very affection is ~ 
operating with the los8 ,0C ·'publie institutions to 
res trict the activity of .Man. · Surely. then, Europe 
bas DO right 10 trow.~ontcmptuous if rich men prove 
efclllinate ;and poor men inefficient. ~r taunt Ilidia 
wiUl the fact !.hat she haa not y~t llei.zed ~e ,thin of .. 
the West, that her 'princes "scnd out uo upeditio~ 
to di~ver the SOuth Pole, ADd her youth grow up 
with QO con5umirlg ,curiO.5ity about ro(ks and .. ~ ~ 
fQi" the .E;~pea.o orgaRisatioh quietty defeat. all 
thToulh "h~h the peojl4e are &CCuttom'ed' to find 
upreafQll &ad yet faila 10 call iJlem to new re.POD~ 
libilitit.l}.;in which ·their mind and ·ch.v.acter could ' 
~i9.c &4 .. ' ui.tc · ~o~ aDd at""ulu.· in aedift'erent· foi1Dt. .' :0- . 

'.l(..,i' ..... e'videa' ~ if '~ ~h Ot i«.iaI 
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.,..u:y is -some day to be shifted, if "the intelJedtlal 
atIIlOIPHTe of India ill yet to be utUTated with 
treeh ideal., not only must heT womanhood partiei· 
pate in tbe resUltll of the implied revOlution, but 
they mus t contribute largely to bringinr it about. 
'for it is the home, Dot the ractory, that fills life with 
inllpiratioDj and the sehool, in British India, is no 
more than a mill or institution in which c:hildren 
mas Ier the reading and writing necessary to future 
c1erkships, as-they might learn.the technieal procel!lct 
of any other industry. A .census-taking, inde:a:
DUlking age conceives that without literacy there is 
no education, as ifla read the Sh'and MQga~jn' were 
greater than to be t",e mother of Shakespeare. 
With s uch an age it i, difficult to argue regarciinj 
the ais ling education of a Hindu woman. Yet .if a 
thorough training in a national mode of living, and 
that extremely complicated, be an education, ahc 
has something; for the ordinary wife can act in anJ 
capacity, frOID that of cook or dairy.mistress to th3.1 
of chief of commissariat and general administrator 
for a hundred or more persons If a knowledge of 
lanluage, poetry, and folk·lore, with all thereby con· 
DOted of logical and imaginative development, form 
an education, she hal this, sometimes to the extent 
of understanding and reciting works in Sanskrit. 
More: poor women who may not be able to read 
and write arc deeply, aod even passioD4tely, 
ponened of the spirit of the ancient cultua:e. ' T~ 
flhilosophy of Maya, not seldom bewildering to the 
Western savalf/, has no difficulty for the.rn. They 
understand to- a bair tbe meaniog ,of tbe ,word 
Nir"tHlftd. It i. no one special cOmplud to deny 
oneael.f and take up • eros. and follow, dlat bas 
-weicht with them; but the bariQB of t~ :i're4t taw 
of re:IWDciatiOQ . on the penona1 .l'tIllka:tiou. of 
freedom. Add to ,aU · ""It tbcdabred :habUdf life 
ill, ~YI aDd " .'WiII apPcu that UDder ~ old 



T.ME ORIENTAL WOMAN 81 

CeDae women (ound not OIIly • training and • 
di8ciplioe. but also a C&T«r. 

It was a p~pa,atioD and an opportunity fitted 
only. it is true, to the soil 00 which it grew. This 
limitation pervades the whole of the Indian civio.. 
latioo. The Indian mind is more contentt:d with 
the architectural and natural beauties of the home. 
more (ree from • desire for extraneous decorative
detail, th~n any other taste in the world, JH:rhap8, 
and in the same way (t has devised a daily round of 
duty which belongs strictly to its plate. The good 
mother·in·law occupi('s the position of the lad)' of 
the manor in English feu~al days. But whereas the 
manorial household could b; transplanted to any age 
or clime almost intact-Japan, Rajpurana, Turkey, 
Scandinavia, and Spain furni shing parallels fairly 
oompll!'le_the same is. not true of the Indian type. 
Hcre the girls gathercd round its head are the wives 
of her sons, instead of her hUsband's vassals. And 
it is the care ofJ>abies, the treatment of animal .. and 
all kinds of cooking and domestic offices. ratber 
than deft spinning and dainty embroidery, with 
which they are busied under her. CaMe equalise$ 
the dignity of beggar and king, aDd the form of 
work is merely a question of wealth. 

At the same time, while every detail of the Indian 
domestic systcm is justified and justifiable, we cannot 
refusc to admit that some great educational -:eadjust. 
ment is necessary at this moment, ir only because 
long h.bit blinds the eye to the forest that JoobI 
much upon the trees; but when the trees grow too, 
KaIIt)' it is tbe rorc!;t, as a whole, that demand. our 
-care. TCH'Iay every Indian woman ca.o ,~.k. and 
that well. BUt abc cannot leW, and she baa IlOtbioa 
but gosAtp ,nd prayer when the srten:loon siesta ia 
mer whereWith to occupy her leisure. Tb, creat· 
IftDdmothen of tbe p~t ,eneraUon ~ u 
htJ ill spioaiac u O&&r 0_11 aDcatteues, and ODe 

• 
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01 the chief dome.tic joy. WIJI to take the yarn to the 
wca-.er with the measure ol .grain (or which be would 
make it into a web. To.-day, a1u. the wca.ver finds 
it difficult enou~h to mairitain himself by the line 
work, for which there is alway. some muttet, 
sbrlUlkcn though it be, nod the common slfi of the 

f:
0men .• daily wear is spun and woven by machinery, 

ar away in Mandlcster Of Glasgow. Here also, 
hen, the modern revoh.ltion has narrowed her lot. 

A like destruction' is being (elt in all directions. 
Higher s tandards of comfort arc rapidly arising. 
Thl': dllYs when the little boys in the village school 
wrote on the fioor in saud arc long past. Even the 
palm-leaf manuscript is little more than a memory. 
Steel pen, instead of wooden stylus, cheap paper. 
smooth writing fluids are c\·erywhcre. Soap· is 
becoming a necessity. European utensils for dean_ 
ing, for cooking, and evcn for eating, are coming 
into usc. Cerlai!) kinds of furniture an: growing 
familiar. Kerosene and tin and mode rn glass are to 
be found in every village. But this docs not mean 
that the people are learning to provide these things 
fot themselves, much less does it imply that they are 
mastering iheir use and incorporating Ihdr produc· 
tion under the old caste.crafts, bringing the ir Indian 
taste and Illlelligence to bear upon creatine new 
modifications or Western rorms. What it does 
blean is that the couutry haS already become a host 
to the parasite of European trade. Absolu\e1yand 
(atlJ1t"obedient to laws of patent and copyright. the 
.people accept any Dew convenience as it s tands, 
:allow the viUage craClsman to go by the: door, OCAIIC 

• ","I II uo"ld be tbougbl tbal l .. d la had __ becIo .. led
., tho lI "elba". 1111 Ill. poi,,1 01;11 hor .. that lho _ of prlb. IlId, 
~&Or the "-tb bN al""IY"l;.e.G co ... plll....,. Tbl!i-o I .. pcr· 
..... ao people ia lbe ... orUllrom wbolllib. cultoft" of lho t.kill 

· ...... 10 mllcb all .... tioo. rot wbon it is aD sllCCHlful Bill 
1I~1\if8d _po .. prodllcilll • chemical c:ba.ot:. 011 W. 

apidM"mb, it. tMomic:all,. di:t&pp.-Qvad., 
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to use the. old-fashioned utensil, whatever it may 
have heen, and allow the s terrotyped uglines. DC the 
new acquiJ5ilioD to corrUpt ' taste and IStandards a ll 
long as it last '. Even the bran - sm iths have quietly 
accepted the fact that their metal is cheapes t brougbt 
in sheets from Europe, and housewives mourn il!. vain 
that their beautiful brass cooking vess.!ls arc DO 
longer fit to be bdrlooms, as were tho$C: of their 
grandmothers. In all this India is not more carelas 
or c<uy of corruption than European coumries them
selves. She has more to lose and is mote: defenceless, 
that i !l ail, and she: has not Ie::lrol to think of lIuch 
qucstions Oil the: nalional scale:. 

Orthodoxy. docs. O( _COWU:.JUlPQ~_SQme Db'taU 
10 this process of decay. It would still be account! d 
an act of VUlgarity if 11 man of means gave a p iece ...f 
English cotton as wearing apparel to a friend. Soap, 
kerosene oil, and the substitution of chairs {or mats, 
arc still regarded askance by the leaders of piQus 
opinion. But this opposition savours too mue~ of 
mere prejudice. Therefore it can only retard, it 
cannot overcomc, the evil. What is wanted in this 
regard is a dynamic orthodoxy, capable of enforcing 
a decision that only what Ind ian people can make 
ought Indian persona t c;? Ulie. And 5uch..a canon, it 
is needless to point out, would have to find its root 
and strength in the women, who are buyers arid 
consumqs, reaching the craftsmen through con
stituted social and religious channels. Once,havinc 
obtained a grip of the national conscience, no polilieaJ 
or commercial c~jolery would be of the slightest 
avail against ~is principle j but then, if the people 
were capable of understanding and ea~ing out 
IUch a. idea-women, priests, pundits, beada of 
castes, &of labourers-the whole problem ' would,~ 
alrudy bave been solved, and there would be . ' 
dilUter from ,..hicb India must be saved. 

It is .Clear that aa the objcctive of We old edliCllUoa 
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of ladim woiaen layin cIuIrlu;ttr. the new caDDOI aim 
lower-. The distinctive element, therefore. in their 
future training annot be reading and writing
though these will undoubtedly grow more Q)tnmon
but the power to grasp clearly and with co.thusia~m 
the ideas of nationality. national interests, and tbe 
fIeflponsibility of tbe individual [0 race and country. 
'Even in Europe, habits and opinions tend to stereo
type and hw-del) themselvell quite all much aa il) the 
\Orient. But at present there is still a certain flexi. 
bility. This nexibility rather than any definite 
ehl!.n~ is what the East require~. It is a fonn of 
freedom and mastery. European communit ies, in 
consequence of this mobility of structure, enjoy a 
power of intelligent cO-<lperalioD towards Dew but 
agreed ends which is universally desirable. India 
tlaa the power to act, but the end mus t be familiar. 
A few women will organise tbemllelves at a moment's 
notice to cook for hundreds or even thousands of 
guests, without the least waste of energy or temper 
such as Western women would incur in organising 
a soup--kilchen. But ir we call the gues tll "the un
employed," and refer to them as" a social problem." 
the Oriental becomes bewildered, as would we in 
like manner were it proposed to U ll to regard thenl 
all ns visitors. It is clear that the Western mode 01 
appr~ching such tasks can only be acquired by 
India, if it be necessary, through an enlarred idea of 
the public Ife. 

Whe:n the: woroe:n aee themselvCI in their true 
place, as related to the: soil 00 which they live, as 
re:lated to the pa~t out of which they bave sprung; 
when they become aware or the needs or their own 
people. on the .ctual allOHal scale of thoseonecda; 
wbeq the motber-beut haa OlIee .".ken" in them 
lO beat r10r land and people, instead of famill. ~ 
ud homestead alone:, ~d when tbe mind i. set to 
~e faet. in the .el"Vit:e of that burt_then Uld 
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tIleD alone .haD tbe' future of Indian womanll00d 
dawn upon the race in ill actual rreatncsl; tbnf 
.ball. worthy education be reali.-ed; aDd then .ball 
the true national ideal stand tcvcaJed. 

Sucb • change, however, i. only possible AI • 
direct growth out of old conceptions- The national 
idea cannot be imposed from without_it muat 
develop (rom within. And this will be ,in full coo
gruity with the natioDal religions. Islam, in tbe 
days of its power, rejoiced to establjsh itself as 
Indian on Iodin soil. The architectural works of 
the Mogul emperors are fun of enthusiasm for the 
Indian past, for the Indo-Saraeeoic style OWCI as 
much to Rajputana as to Mecca and Constantinople. 
Asiat ic among A5iaties-there was no wide gap 
bet\ftCO Mussulman conquerors and Hindu con
quered : no gap in taste, o r morait;, o r Ityle of 
thought and educatioll. The newcomer !ettled down 
as a child of the land, in his own home. H is children 
1l,ere first Indian, and only io the second place 
members of the Mohammedan confraternity. To
day, under the ne.cessity of a secular e:rpression, 
there is nothing whatever tI) prevent him from 
projecting himself upon the cause of his own people, 
both Hindu and Mohammedan, and working for them 
with that same power wi th which his fathers once 
made the deserts of Al'lbia ring. For the Hindu, 
the point ahould be s till more obvious. His avatars 
have H;,'ed a]waysforhllmanity. The)' have appeared 
in the hour of the national need. They have been 
followed by waves of popular and political rejuVi!D
anee. Neither Hinduism nor Mohammedanism hallt 
been weak in putting forward the claims of soilJi 
The aatted texts go sn rar as to say that he wbo 
dies for 'fIiB country at once attains the Be&ti& 
Vaaion. With regard to their rundamentll duties, 
both (..Jth. stand like cODvc:rging artiUery , in the 
world of motive. read, to aboot forth ' iQdivid~ 
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upoa the gu.at CQtnPlon task or remaking the 
motherland. 

Bol for all tnis again, there must be are-reading 
Iof orthodoxy, a fe-discovery of essentbls. Already 
the revolution has commenced that is to bring this 
about. Already Ind ia has begun to realise that if 
poverty is to be defeated, if national efficlcncy is to 
be achiel'ed, she dare not continue much longer to 
glorify the element of blind refu sal. Vital ortho
doxy, however we define it, certain ly cannot be the 
child of fear alone, always on the defensive, never 
becoming aggre",sive, its best courage that of end ur_ 

,anee or resignatIon. He whose: idea has ceased to 
'advance is already in ret reat. There was a time 
,when el'erything in India was her own. In those 
days she went forward freely, welcommg the new as 
an advance in power and knowledge, not meeting it 
;v-ith terror as a defi lement. Indian orthodoxy, then, 
:must learn once more to slrugg'~ forward. But we 
are met by a host of queMions. Amongs l many 
conOicting paths, which is to be chosen' ? Towards 
what goal? By what methods? What is to be in
cluded? What eliminated? H ere are the actual 
,:Iifficulties. Everyone is agreed that certain things 
musl bedone, but no one can distinctly picture how. 

Yet the weakness is easy enough to probe. The 
W est conquers the Eas t, as 10llg as the Ease un the 
~ne hand shuns it as contamination, Of, on the 
()rner, ac:~pts it as a bribe. The idea of assimila
ting just so much of W estern seien~ as IIhali enable 
India 10 compete in the same market by the same 
processes as the. West is as delusive as it is mean. 
The idea of refusing to participate in Western 
methods, and dyingof s tarvat ion if need be, Martyrs 
to national purity, is mllnifest.ly impracticat.le for the 
people at" large, even if it had Dot long ago beea 
Carried out of ruch of all 00 the bigb tides of 
IcooOmk diu.ster. What then? 
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W,Sltn! Scmta must he ".,CDgnISed as holy. 1M 
idea of thaI S&Ha must lJ,grasptd aHti pursued/Dr its 
onm sake. Modem astronomy must claim its" star· 
into;a:icated" prophets in the East ~ in the West. 
Geology, physics, biology, and the sublime and 
growing sciences of man, history and morals, must 
be felt in Ind ia as new modes of the apprehenaioD 
of truth, studied passionately without ulterior object, 
as the religious experience is now followed, at the; 
cost of all. 

Such an attitude i s, indeed, of the very essence of 
the Asiatic genius. To it mathematics have never 
sunk to the position which they tend to occupy in 
Europe-a convenient means for the mea5urement 
of secular utilities-but have always h«n held 
as a sacred inviolable method of expressing the 
fundam ental unity of phenomena. The learned man 
will mention this subject with the same throb in hia 
voice that we may give to a great picture or a 
moving poem. The Indian imagination regards all 
knowledge of beatitude. Nor is any intellect in the 
world morc: keenly logical and inquisitive. or at tbe 
same time more disinterested and comprehensive in 
its grasp. A great Indian school of science is therea 
fore no II.bsurdity, but, under Ileces~ary conditions, 
one of the most atta.inable of all ambitions. The 
Hindu has but to realise that the world waits for the 
hundred and eight Upanishads of modern know· 
ledge: the Mussulman needs only to understand 
that the time is again ripe for Averrhoes and 
Avicenna; and both will make, oot only their own 
opportunity, but a new era in culture as well. 

Thi. is not merely an inspiration of defence. 
Orientll methods have had an unparaHded success ill 
producinl a widely extended amelioratioll. of con
duct and cilitivation of mind. Any large oountr-, 
town in India may be observed, and the number of 
it5 ...u.ta aud ecbolar, couated. Not even the IZlo.I 
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~n:d of London auburbs can . bout, of ita eoe
mercia! or lcicntific order, 10 many meD severel1 
lcuncd. But the old Indian learuing is oow com· 
plete. The tnk i. done. There U DotbiDg left (or 
the common mind to add. 

It is Decusary, therefore, .. a vindication of that 
pat intellectual vigour which it has actually bred, 
that new worlds or menta] conquest should be found, 
new subjects opened, and 11 new development 
initiated, in which the common people shall measure 
tlleir strength against the modern world, and IearD 
their power. 

Out of &lIch a revolution, but 15 an incident, DOt 
as its maiD goal, must inevitably arise a develop
mCIlI of mechanical skill which, in the East, might 
It~r cltar of the demoralisation produced elsewhere 
by the worahip of userulness aDd priVilege. It i, 
certain that if India throw herself freely upon a 
mechanical era, s he will restore to the factory hand 
.those human qualities and ethical prerogatives whicb 
jD the W est he tends more and more to lose • 
. '. In order to make such chnnges poslible, however, 
\bere would need to be a spontaneous appearance, 
in various parts of the Country, of persons with the 
synthetic habit of mind and heart. India is actuaJl, 
n unity, but few oC her people realise the fact, and 
fewer still feel the appropriate emotion. No 
parochial ambition can, at this juncture, sa.ve the 
motherland. The Mahratta may not seek the good 
of Maharashtra, nor the Sikh or the Punjab. There 
must be no revival of rorgotten feuds. Not in such 
things lies the thrill of nationaJity. R ather, all 
must unite in a common glorification or India and 
the whole Indian past. Each must rec~ik what 
the othrr$ have coDtributed. There must be 
,hin~ers able to take adVfoDtage of every accident 
in local bistory, and to tum it to the advantage of 
the one creat cause. The passion of nationalit)' 
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.,.. (10 atrong iD · the Punjab, in Rajputaraa, &rill 
under Sivaji, that it broke even the power of the 
Mogul Empire. Yet the (act tbat abe baa Dever had 
aDy definite and eonaolidated form of ,ber own may 
be the critical element in tbe bis torY of Bengal, to 
make her the welder and fuser of all the provioce. 
to-day, 

Such ara inspiration as this b aocia) .. wdl as 
polit ical. It ia religiola in the highlSt sen.e. It 
baa to fill bome, Khoo~ and marlr:et-place.. There 
111 no question therefore as to its reql¥rinl the c~ 
operation of woman with mao. For her, &1." there 
i. a ncw and greater orthodoxy. She must become 
of her own freedom that which custom IIOW malr:es 
ber. Eutern piety is often sood baclerioJocy. 
Silol .. the Smallpox Goddess, is depicted '" riding 
on the wHberman'a donkey, an Wlclean beast. But 
requiring to be W'ot1lbipped with water and broom. 
and isolation of the patient. The myth is admirable. 
Europe can show nothing of its kind so good. But .. 
the nut step is, obviously, facts at first band. 
W oman must be enabled to Ir:now, thinlr:, aDd judge 
freely, on aU questions such as those of food and the 
public health. The severe exigencies of modern 
labour make the old food and cooking entirely in
sufficient. Dyspepsia has become a national curse; 
yet this is certainly one of tbe difficulties that could 
be oven ome. An extended choice of food-stuffs , and 
the alternative o( s imple methods of preparation, 
would be fully consonant with orthodoxy, which has 
always aimed at mllkiog the body ~be servant of 
mati, aod not his mu ter. 
Wit~ increasing poverty. aod the teod~cy to 

break up.the .family. into sma1ler groups, the career, 
within the commuoity.bOUR: i.e: lJe<lomiDI limited. ' 
This will have to be: eounterba1aDoecI ~by some increue 
of the power to consider oational and communal 
responaibilitict. The Ma~ta, the .Ramayana 

• 
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ad the Purao's , represent the culture of nationality 
Popularilied. Every ritual, every sacrament, is full 
ofunwriUen history. But the times demand a direct 
and simple knowledge of the fact even more than of 
the vehicle. To meet this demand, however, is Dot 
to attack orthodoxy, but to fulfil it, to carry it to its 
highest power. 

There is no question here of educating an intelled 
hitherto I~ft in barbarous ignonmce. Only those 
can do vital service to the I ndian woman who, in a 
spirit of entire: respect for hcr existing conventions 
and her paSt, recogllIse that Ihey are but offering 
new modes of e.l:pression to qualities already 
developed and expressed in other ways undcr the 

.!Old training. Therefore the flln~mental task of 
,'tgrasping and conveying the inspirarion of the West 
' inust be performed by Easterns for Easterns, and 
~Dot by foreigners. 

Nor ought the reault of such a process to be in 
;.oy ~nsc denationalising. To assimilate an ideal 
.,and make our own persons a demonstration of ils 
tpower_this is not imitadon. A merely imitative 
apprehension of the West-like that of the clerk in 
bis office, the constitutional agitator in politics, the 
manufacturer who knows only coough of mechanical 
industry (or a cheek-by-jowl competition with 
Manchester- is i"deed the pareot of death to the 
Orient. But to achieve a livi,,~, forceful, heart·to
bean appropriation of the We!'otem energy and its 
immediate re-translation into Eastern terws, is bol 
death but life. 

The East suffers, as has been lIaid, from the very 
jperfection of its formullie. .. Tell the truth," says 
the commandment in the Occident; and a¥.aib, " He 
courteau, in thy spec:eh." How ol"ll':n have WI': not 
~n crude logic atruJ:"gie blindly to C()ooordinale these 
eonfliCtlD&" d'eta, with how many degrees o( iU
$ucctU' But in the East, for more than two 
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thounnd years, people have lived under the IIhado..", 
of Manu's saying: "Tell the truth, but not that 
which is unpleasant· tell the pleasant, but nOI that 
which is untrue." Alas, its completene$ll leaves 
notlting to be added I That unconquered space 
whIch the mind needs to bring out ita ful/est poten
tiality ; that strip of wilderness to be empirically 
observed and reclaimed, and fin ally annexed 10 the 
territory of prellcribed law; that sense of personal 
advenlUre on the great ocean of ttuth', there to 
encounter tempests of doubt and nega\ion and over
come by slowly gathered knowledge only,-all these 
are now most atla inable in the view of tile Universe 
which is presented by Western science. 

Very little that deserves the name of Education 
hAli been attempted in modern India. A machine 
has been created; an org:misation stands ready. 
But nothing in all this represents the work 01 the 
p«lple the~elves, for ends which they spont~neou!ily 
perceive to be good in themselves. Moreover, 
liberal ideals 01 what Educat ion means are wanting. : 
It is obvious that no system can be complete till 
secular culture exists in all forms and grades as doe. 
religious culture now, (rom that of the child playing 
with sense-impressions, up to Ibe solitary student, 
standing on mountain-peaks of knowledge where 
human foot before his haa never trodden, and yet 
finding abundanee of sympathy and understanding 
and new stimulus again, in the social matrix out or 
whIch he climbed, when he returns to recount his 
vision and his wandering. 

The proet$s of creating a great nation out or the 
rich civilisations and faiths of an Eastern land is by 
no mellns simple. Yet there is not a single weapon 
that is ntlt ready to band. Long agea of peace (for 
tbe trifling feuds of dynasties do not dbturb the 
fundamental peace of agricullunaJ peoples) have 
somewbat puerilised the military factora ill the faiths. 
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Yet atiZl the fencing is exhibited at the MoblU'T'UD:I; 
atill the weapon. are carried in proce5lioR at the 
feast of Durga; still the great Kayaatb- families of 
Bengal.nd the Kshatriyas of Rljputana practiae tbe 
annual Wonhip and Tribule oJ the Sword. ADd 
still the women throng to the temples with lighted 
candles on Ihe eve of the Birth-feast of the War
Lord in December, to make it the most imposing in 
,t.he year. A atill more calr.ordinary paradolt Iics 

~
thc fact that it is India the peaccful, the patient, 

be entirely submissive, which possesses the most 
. · tant and s tirring of all the world's Evangds-the 
oape1 of the Blessed One, uttered from a war-cbariot 

OD the actual field of battle. 
There is another feature necessary to the makin3' 

or a great pcople-a sense of community among all 
classes. Sharp distinction of races and manners baa 
made the pariahs of tbe South a byword &mOng the 
nationl , and the very name of India a Itynonym for 
caste as opposed to nationality. Yet even in the 
Soutb, and amongst these same pariahs. the effort 
has been made. The whole lire of Ramanuja, the 
great religious leader, was as passionate an offering 
to the despised and rejected as that of the Teacher 
of Galilee is represented to have been. Even here, 
~then. the bational consolidation sounds no new note 
'en Hindu cars. Isl.am is nothing j( not a great 
mission of fraternity. Guru Nana" in the t:lorth,t 
and Ramanuja in the South,: bave preached the 
same doctrine in words and lives made ever memor· 

lable. And ir once the mother-heart or India can 

• K.,..~th lamllie..-T'bto !Caruth. aTe the _d easte of 
J3<ma: .... They clalm dClSCOllt from the: old Kaht.t riy ... or militU'J' 
c:uto. but the aotlLe!ltie!t r of thil p o-'O!tJ' i. di,P!lted. 

l' Gil", NaDak II!. the North.-C1U'1I. NaDall wU lb. 6,rtt 01 
th& teD ltd" ... 01" GunI. ",110 iJrmed tha S.IklI aatioo-tluo 
1*'1'1. of th .. Puojlh. H . .... bo ... 1460-

J: ~1I .. j.lI1 tho Sootb._A _ lilt aad teacher of .."..uou 
~ u.d 1M:fCJ'. H. livlld I:D tile twoUta _til..,.. 
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grasp tbe meaning and necenityof theae incidental 
in its own hiatory, we ahallsee "II barrien broken. 
all difficulties overcome, and a new age inaugurated 
that shall be at once tbe flowering-point and blollOm 
of an tbe rulisations of the past. 

But how do we propose that IDdiilo women ahall 
grup an idea of such vas tness as this of Nationality? 
How arc they to acquire the knowledge neceuary to 
define it? And how are they to grow in d ear and "C· 
curate mastery of essential facts? Is it to be expected 
that the conventional channels of their education
the Homeric singers who chant the epir;:s from door 
to door-is it to be eJ:pected that these shall trans
form themselves at " stroke from pioua rhapsodilts 
into beroic bards, chanting of nationality? No, it ia 
clear enough that s uch a change could only befall 
them as result, not cause, of some great upheaval, 
from which the nat ion herself had emerged radiant, 
victorioUll, impressing herself upon the imaginations 
of her own children for ages to come. But the 
spring of such an upheaval, where is tbat to be 
found? 

In answer to 5uth quel'llions we can only assure 
ourselves tbat when the world is ripe for &time 
epochal idea-as the Indian world is surely ripe to
day-tbat idea pours ilself in from all sides upon 
tbe waiting consciousness. The very stone. speak 
ii, and the timbel'$ out of the w<l ll cry out and answer 
them; " some immense struggle for the colflmon load 
prec:ipitales itself; idea and struggle act and react, 
each throwing the other into greater distinetneaa. 
till tbe goal of botb is finally achieved. 

This is the DlOre true in these day. of telegraphy 
and letter-writing, of a common lanpq:e and eheap 
print. <\ prouss which in Asolla'. India wonld 
have taken at least two hundred years, mV now be 
accomplished in a single decade. And wberever a 
word of Eoglish ps, the national idea constitutes" 
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for itaeJf the Ile«:ssity of an apostolate. No one can 
eay exactly ' how it will come to birch among the 
women. Some will ratch it for themselves. Some 
will gather it from the men Some are possessed of 
it already. But it is certain that woman, with her 
determinately synthetic interests, will refuse long to 
be baulked of her right to consider tbing. a8 • 

whole. The interest of the mother is ever wilh the 
future. Woman will readily under,;;tand that a single 
generation of accomplished defeat is sufficient to 
divorce a whole race from its patrimony; and she 
will determine, and effectively deferm ine, that the lot 
of her own sons s hall be victory, and not surrender. 

And if once the Oriental womao seize the helm of 
the ship in this fashion, solving the problems of her 
whole country, whom is it suggested that she shall 
aftefWards petition for the redrcss of her own eric"o 
ances 1 



CHAPTER VII 

nUt"INDIAN SAGAS 

U"5.:1". but all pervasive. in the life of every com
munity. i, the great company of the ide:ds.. No 
decalogue has half the influence over human conduce 
that is exercised by a single drama or a page of 
narrative. The theory of chivalry interests U5. but 
the Idylls 0/ lite King help to mould our character. 

The whole of history, in so rar as it may be 
known, is the common possession of the race; but, 
in addition to this, every language makes its own 
£Ontribution of literary creations, and national cus
tom determines the degree in which these shall 
become available to all classes of the community, 
thereby reacting upon the national type. Few have 
tOn5;idered how much might be done to ennoble and 
dignify COoIImon !if/!' in England by a wider disper~ 
(';ion of the love for Shakespeare. Afl it is, the 
Bible l>eing the only book I'hat is used in this sense, 
the careers and opinions of a few Syrian shepherds 
are apt 10 be more polent among us than that great 
Brutus, Desdemona. Horatio and their kindred, who 
are the offspring of the genius of our countryman, 
and in some sense therefore the fruit of Engll5h 
civic life iuelf. 

It i, said tbat in Greece the poetry of Homer and 
£uripidet i. known among"t the poorer jJ.$sea w 
this day; and certain it is that thlt Catholic: Ch~ 
baa done & lfeat and .little-un4entood .aervioe. in 
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\mIlliDg the lives of the sainta ot all countries to 
bear upon the deYeloprn~t of eac:b. Every man 
babitua.lJY mealurn himself against IIOme model, 
lberefore every addition to the range of available 
types is to be welc:omed. A king fc:els him!elf to 
be one of a elass.,of royal persons who must be not 
only authoritative but a llO pictu~sque in their 
behaviour. And, whether he liI~ea it or not, ,by this 
standard he knows himself to stand or fall. His 
very rAnk forces his pattern apon him . . Amongst 
those of smaller plac:e and greater penonal freedom, 
capacity more readily shows its own complexion. 
Some of us, were our commonplac:e faeulties 
touched with divine fire, would find our deftiny in 
the qualities of tbe ideal merc:hant and adminis
trator. nat pec:uliar form oCintegrity, digvrty, and 
wisdolI1 that bdol!'gl to sucb a func:tion would prove 
to be ours, or auainable by us. But although this 
"ill probably the commcinest logical issue in English 
national liCe at present, it does not foHow that every 
Englil>hman is fitted to ac:hieve it. Here and there, 
especially perhaps among the Celtic: contingent, we 
find one born for the quite different goal of perrec:! 
knigbthood. Loyalty to leader and comrade, aym. 
p..thy ror the oppresaed. far-shining feariesstlea. 
and love of rreedom, are traits c:harac:teristic: of an 
age of chivalry ; and persona who embody them 
~present sucb a .period, it being neither more nor 
le .. admirable than that of merchant-prince and 
carayan-chi~f. The potentialities of one man lead 
towards sainthood, of another to poetry, of a third 
to scienc:e or mechanics. One gravitates into leader
sbip, adother as ' naturally becomes ditciple. Ooe 
enjoys knowledge, another ignorance. 

Were all of us developed to our own utmost we 
may take it that every place in life wouldl'be filled, 
.n:cry pUt iii the world-drama played, but by mea 
aod woJllUi. of .d ripe _ determined pencrnallt,. 
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thoU we could DO !aore ccmfuc, one with the other 
thai:! ' we ciouId mistake the condt.act of 'Helen of 
Tmy for that of Elisabeth of Hungary, or her. for 
that of Fauu'. Gretchen. 

We"pve to notice, ,moreover, dial in Europcau 
life onl,. the born idealilt i . 'decll'y illRucnced by 
any of the mlf&lfaneous 'chmcters of history aDd 
literature. Rc'iiJio,n alone amongst us can exercise 
this compelling" power on a large lieale, And ,hi. 
is nlatecfiothe fact tfiat only religion gives ideal. 
themsetves' U' Inotives. Ciri:umstan<;cs have in 
mally cases offered such a setting that a lift! bu 
been Tcm:cd" into brilliance and. distinction, bu~ ~ 
self-bora intention of the saints could never: be 
wbol~ iulfilled. Jphigenia could hardly ha'IIC refused 
her ~rifice. .... ]oan of Arc, on ~ coo~ry. must 
always have felt that the sword fA Michael mjg~ 
have been held still more staiole'ss and wi th a ~ater 
courage. It is this fact that gives to the ideals of 
religion their supreme power of individuation. We 
must remember also that they differ from othera in 
makina: a universal appeal. The girl who' aimed, .at 
beeomiQg Porha would be g l1 ilty of vanity: ·~he · 
whose model is Ule BJessr-d Virgin receives ' ~he 
respect of an. To imitate Socrates; would be .a. 
miserable affectation: to imitate the· religioua ber)) 
i • . regarded as a common duty .... ' 

It may seem impouibl.e to dower tbe beroea and 
heroines of literature wttp this projective energy or 
the livu of SlUo,.ts; but -in India, as to !lOme ex~~ 
in Iceland, tbe· fcat bas been aecomplished. F,ot· 
India is··also one of tbe saga.laDds. At: ~e.r.y.l~ 
in her biat«y we may hea~ the chanting . of .bir 
bard., .n~ :the joy of her people in tb~ .&torJ of 
tb~ir PUt. The . long· twilight of .the N~;:ia .D,& 
~ter ·adapted. to the gr~~tb I?~ . a~b .::a ~:, 
t1taD· . ~be deep aDd early. oisht -P.f. ::uac. SoU~' let· 
ritaodw and· 'courtyards. with :* 'WOmen .,. .. 

• 
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c:ealoa ' behind screens at the bact. it has been the 
iodj,m (Ishion fa, hundred. of Jean through the 
winter mog,ths to gather at dtisk !"o,und the seat of 
the Wandering Teller, and Jisten hour .fter hour 
to his stirring theme. Surrouoded by lighUi and 
flowers, gay carpets lind burning incense. there is in 
hi , performance a mixture ofr .. adin" Song, and story. 
Ie is something of oper .. sennon, and literature all 
in one. 

Ever since the commencement of our era the: 
Hindu people have: pqasessed in their preSent forms 
two great poems, the: Mahabharata and t he: RJlm,a
yana.- The 6~t of these is their Wan; of Troy. 
their Heimskringla, their Morte d'Arthur. 'That is 
to saY, ·it is the book of the: Deeds and the: Wau of 
the: Heroes. Tha.nks to the long.established culture 
of ' the race, and I~c: prestige which all literature 
enjoys .... sacred, ~hc: Mahabharata is to this day 
the strongest influence in the shaping of the lives 
and ambition$ of Hindu boys. 
, The battle which it describes took place, if at all, 

very nearly fifteen hundred years before the birth of 
Christ. It lasted many days, and the field of IXImbat 
was called Kurukshetra, being situated on that great 
plain ' ncar Delhi where critkal momenta" in the 
history of India have been so often decided. For 
m~y a century after Kurukshctra the wandering 
bards all over India sang of the gt"ut baltic; and 
,when any new thelJle claimed thdr creative powers, 
it had to be I"«ounted aa if originaUy told by one of 
the befOf;l to another at some pa"rucular momelH in 
the coune of the main narrative, In this way tbe 
burt'. heart of the .... bole poem. the Bhfgavad Gita 
(a tjt~ translated by some sc~ollra as "GoapeJ of 
\he Bhqavats ")' brinp an intereathlg ,i,ustancc of 

ru tb.or, 011"- 4&_ oftkco Wt.babbuata ... d Ram..r-
.. ~"..&r4 la tim ~ ill ~ 0.1 lb. Ro .... CblWlAa" 
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double drama with it. The (iit&~.t. ita Itaelf' of 
a dialogue betWeeft,- a youn&' CMeftain aDd Krishna. 
the Divine Persenage1t'hois aetillc as b), charioteer, 
at the. moliJletl.t of the opening of the eichtecn days' 
combat. .aut the dcriee which eoable. the conver· 
ution to be IJiven in detail i. the pictUtC. Qf" an old 
blind king. head o( one of the rival bouse,. ~ted 
lOme miles away, and aUend~ in his An:tie1Y by a 
man of what is u.1I~d yogi,. or byper-aeslhetic, that 
is, psymic Sf;n&e, who utters to him every word .. 
)t i, ,poken • 
. The cJ:quisite story of Savi!ri, similarly, il told by 
a,u!ti. or great sage, to Yudi,thira, at thc doac of 
day, during the banishmenl of the five 'Pandavu to 
the (orest. 

On Ihis plan, more tban haJJ the cour:nry-side 
tslc. of Northern India could be wovcn into the 
M.:thabharata wben it was first thrown intO form by 
some unknown hand, three or four centuries before 
Christ. It underwent ils final recension Dot mnre 
than two or three hundred years latcr-a possibk: 
fiftcm hundred years aner the occurrence of the 
cventa whkh .~ its central the me. It i, easy to see 
that this sllga fulfils thus all the cODditions of great 
epic poetry. The stories thlt it tells have ~. 
worked over by the im.gination o( singerll . IIJd 
people (or hundreds o( ye.rs. They have become 
simple, direct, inevitable; Th~,. are spoken out o( 
thc inmost heart of a nation not yet dreaming fA 
self~onsc:jousnes.. They arc oolbinc if not abao-
lutel,. sincere. • , . 

Comparing tbe Mahabhara.la with the. lliad and 
Odyssey. we find it less .fonned,leas bjabl.1-~gbt; 
more amorp~. but also mo~ brilliant &1¥1 ibtcnae. 
·To quotc" great writer on JDdiaD tboua:litr-·~Out. 
IiDe is entirely ·_t in colour." 

Tl;Icse characteriatica do DOt bold ~ 'to tMauD.c 
U tCDt of the MCOnd IDdiaa epa; -tbe Lma.YAu 
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~ .... ClOIIdy-worted motive fUblliq throuSit-
Grat .. "Thlt poe~e tale of the Esile of Sitll and 
Rama-nceivcd ita present .... ID 'Dot long after the 
lIlahabhMat., early in the Buddhiac period. It Ie 
opposed that uDder Buddhist ioOuente ,be moM.tic 
life bad come to be so honoured that the flower of 
the oatioll were drawD to it" rather than to the 
mingled respoDslbilities and joy. of the home. The 
",mantic reaction in ide.Ie whicb WAIJ inevita.ble 
lathered itself about the ancient" theme of a princely 
couple of the house of ·Oudb, in whom all that .was 
preclouw in monasticism walil found blended with all 
that 'was desirable in sovereignty and lovc. ·The 
strong and quiet story spoke Mraight to the heart 01 
the people, and to this day there are DO characte1Y 
so beloved by the malses as those of the Ramayana, 
no one lo~ that goes 10 rar towarda the moul4ing 
of Indian womanhood, as the ever-living touch of 
the tittle hand of that Sit&. wbo 15 held to have been 
Queen of Ayodhya thousands of ytars ago. 1\/ 

The Ramayana. then, it! a love-story which gTeW 
up and came to its flowering in the bcginaing of the 
Chri9tian era. But it is unlike all other romances 
of that early epoch iD the subtlety and distinctive
ness of its various characters. and in the complesity 
of its lnte~tation of life. For though humanily 
itM:lf may differ little rrom age to a~, we have been 
aceustomed to look for a definite growth in its 
~ry .aelf'"'I'"CfleCtion. We expect primitive poetry 
to be p~pied wilb ev~nts, portrayicg men and 
women .on1y in bold outline, u they move with 
'ample &~deur througb thei,r . r\f.l:. We do not 
look to it for subtle ana]ysis of motive, or any exact 
aiitlgling of the sweet and bitter,cllP of the personal 
Wf. The~ .... of literarore up to thiP lime h .. 
-liOi:D largely, .. we think, the inteuifying ruopi. 
~ol. ~UII:ti.D variation within a liven psycbologic-l 
~. A.Dd in makin, ",cb ,a statement we ~, 



.... 10 ~ frOID me .ord .. propeII- all 
1IQl~ of ImproYemct,.moe Homer remaira for ever 
.uperior to Browaiat. SimpJ't 1M find in art • 
parallel to the pbpiea.l proce .. by .bieb '&be race 
movri OD fr.om strong family and com.lD11nal types to 
a universal Individual diver~e. An oVU"Wll~ll1iDf 
app~ation or Ipiritual content il wbat we haw 
bten ready in Europe to call .. the modem apfri"t.
It ' is a queltion whether the Dame caD ltand, how. 
ever, when the Indian Epics 'become better known, 
for" .• tran,ely enough, in spice of their .tge aDd the 
beroi~ nature of tbeir matter, they are pcl"}DC&led 
witb thi l very quaJity. In the Ralnayana e.apecially 
as incident kads to im:ident, we h.ve to ratlIe thai 
thil ;. no 'tory told for our ataulemeat, but a 
woman's soul laid bare before us, as abe dim. 
from steep to ateep .of n:nunc;'tioo. 

Perhaps ooly those who arc in touch .ith natiODal 
aspiration can fully undentand the roundnesa and 
plastidty of ita drama, but eVCII. the molt CUl'5Ory 
rtader mU6t be struck: with thil insigbt and delicacy 
of the Rlmayanl. 

It i. more tHay thIn a completed work of an; 
it il Itin a melnl {or the development of tH popular 
imagination. Even aIUoogat tbe wriuen versioos we 
lind 00 two quitt: alike. All cbUdren are brourht u, 
00 tbe ItOry, yet those who can read the origiaitl 
San, krit are few in Muabel'. To meet thia fact 
tran. l:"tionl have been made intovarioua ftmaculan 
by ereat poets from time to time--into .s.gali, lor 
inltance, by Kritibaa, and ioto Hindi by Tu.laidu. 
SpeciaJ incidenp actin have been aotected . ~ 
worked up into creat epiaode, in ~; '''y. ODe 
and another, -sudr as Bhavabhllti in Ilil ~. Eaik . ' 
Sit..," oJ"'ll)atta in tb.e .. Epic of Ra ........ ." 

In thue version. tbe' ,tof1 becoIae. ~ ..... 
~"c)carIy deiMd. Pulsina" thr~p cftq~ ... 
7ac& r aM die HiDdu .CfcrellOC (~ R ... _ .~ 
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"1Ishu!t aud kin&,. Thil reverence may seek DeW 
modes· (If 'a.pren iou, but it caD. Dever admit that 
that which ill expressed was at aoy time less than 
the idnl. Yet we must remember that that ideal is, 
ill the aocient term" Oriental rather thaD Occidental. 
]1 belonged to a coDceplion of duty that placed 
Society far above the individual, 8Qd made the 
perreet king seek the COod of his people without 
ItlJ conf>iderationlor his own or his wife'a happiness. 
The fact that made his marriage perfect was it. 
complete detDOllstralion that it was IS possible fOf 

two &.II for one to devote themselvea first to the 
general weal. For the acquiescence of Sita is give. 
in her twenty years of silent banishment. Once 
during that time, saya one of the regional poets, 
she saw her husband as he passed through the 
forest where ahe ""as and kept ailenee still" And 
though the incident ia an add ition not found io the 
original, it only serves to bring out more clearly the 
intention of the fiC$t poem, where every dumb 
moment ot those twenty years speaks louder than 
word, the wife's acquiescence in her husband'ii 
will. 

Behind the vernacular translators stand all thost 
old aurses and gr&oddams on whose laps the poetl 
tbemMlvc.s tint heard the great tale; and it is their 
wfect freedom to give their own versions of each 
episode-:-as must any of Uli in recounting actual 
happenings-that keeps it fresh and Jiving and 
uplainr,..itl changes o r tint in the hands of genius. 

Without the recognition of this working of the 
eommunal consciousoess on the theme, there can be 
pO complete criticilm of the Ram.yana, for or tbi, 
Are aU new transcribingl of the Itory born. It ia 
"..an; or l~ in tbis fashion that tbe olld tale i, ,,,I.,, . 

··Long ago, in the ap of the heroes.. there dwelt 
liiAp in Oudh, of wbo$e race callie o~ Ram .. beir 
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to the throne, great or hean, and goodly to look 
upon. And Rama was wedded to Sita, daughter ",. 
Janaka the kiDg, f"irest and purest of all the children 
of men. Now Rama had been trained in all know
ledge and in the sports of princes, living, as was the 
manner of those d"ys, in the forest, with his brother 
Lalr.shman, in .t11.e care of a great sage. And i.t 
happened, after he was come home again and wedded 
with Sitar that there a rose a trouble between the 
king his father. and one of the youn~r quecn~ 
Kaikeyi, who desired that her son \Bharata should' 
inherit the throne, and pleaded Ihal her husrund 
had onc;e pro'mised her whatever gift she should 
desire. And when one told Rama of this contention 
that W"5 embittering his falher's age, he replied at 
once by a YOW to renounce the throne and retire to 
the forest for fourteen years. And gladly, he .aid, 
was this vow made, lJince it would give pleasure 10 
Kaikeyi, his lJlepmother, and con fer on ·Bharat .. his 
younger brother, the kingdom and ils wealth. And 
Sitar overhearing the yow, added hers to his, in spite 
of his entreaties that she should nOI quit ber royal 
state. Lakshnl"an also declared that he would Dot 
be separaled from his elder brother. So all three 
fared forth together into the great forest. Thither, 
shortly after, followed Bharata, saying that the kinC 
their father was now dead of grief st the wroog done 
his clqest lIOn, and iinploring Rama to relurn and 
take his own place in his kingdom. for Bharata had 
miogled DO whit in the &chemins or Kaikeyi. But 
Rama reru~ till the day. of his vow should be 
ended; after fourteen years, he said, be would re.tUrD 
and reign. Then, very reluctantly. went Bharata 
back to Oudh, but he carried with him the · ... Ddala 
of Ram .. ~ec:l ... ing that the!JC should ~~d the throne, 
and he hi.auelf ait alWll)'. below them; roftroia8 ill 
their name. 

Left m the rorest, the life of Sita, llama,_ and 
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I.......... ~ that of ptIe aoehoritc8, aDd 
the, grtw IfUl in all manner of woodcraft,.o tbat 
the wild creatures answered to their calL But 
Rama and LaJr.:$bman never cebCd to remember 
tbdr knighthood, bolding themKlvea ready with 
aword an<l bow for the service '~11I who were iD 
dis treu. It was on one of their e.zpeditions 01 
knight-etTAntry that they offended a great ogress,and 
brought 00 themsd.,e, the comity of her powerful 
kinsman , Ravana the Teo-bcaded. kingof tbe: Wand 
of Lanka or Ceylon. 

It WP inevi table that some of the sblds who 
cbanted the deeds of Rama should attach thcm
RIVe!! specially to the characler of thi$ mytbical 
Ravana, elaborating all connected with him. HeDCe, 
just as Hector and Andromache arc amongst tbe 
most beautiful figures in tbe Iliad, 10, in the loflian 
poem, is Mandodari, the wife of Ravana, one of the 
llrongest personages, at leas t from a literary point 
of v~w. To this day old wives tell of an incident 
that has crept into AO ·published poem. When the 
time came, they SIly, that Rama had conquered and 
alain his ten-headed foe, Mandodari was inconsolable 
that she was now a widow. Then it was declared 
to her that, till her husband's funeral fire was dead she 
ahould be 'flO widow, and that that fire should bum 
for ever. And 1110, s ure enough, we have only to ahut 
our ears tight, and we hear the roariog of the tlames 
that an: burning Ravaoa to ashes 1 

For so it "8.11, tbat Ram. had to defeat and day 
&bia evil kinK in order to recover Si'a. who bad 
been stolen from him. The story of the Taking' 
of Sita. is as bcautifuJ u Pluto'. Capture of 
Prolerpine. 

It is the close of day in the forest, and Sit& i, 
.Jooc. habhman-one of the mOlt" perfect 19t1e 
tDi&hta" in the whole mnse of fictioD-h .. left ber, 
at bet.carneat entreat, that be should eo to tees for 
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Ranta, but he hM fim. drawn three cirelc.. about bet' 
.nth the e,ud of bie bow, and warned her DOt to atep 
outside. The ISUD ia Dot yet aet, however, whee a 
Brahmin appe.., uheo-dad. with mailed loeb, and 
hqp for charity. Sita plead. that it ia la~ aDd she 
la &laue, implori1itjhim to 10. And thia he promiaca 
to do if only Jirat abe wiU step outside and give him 
a little food. Slie is full of dim forebodings of evil. 
hut pity at lut gain, the ~pper haod of fear; abe 
step. out of her enchanted circles to beltow alma on 
bim; be throws off the disguise of Ilhe Brahmin, 
appear. as Ravana himself,aod carries her off to his 
kingdom in his chariot. It is during the first terrible 
moment of the journey that Sila drops her jewels 
stealthily behind her, in order that tbolSe coming after 
may be able to trace her Right. 

Surely this picture of the exiled queen, standing 
amidst the long shadows in her simple hut, loat 
in the !Struggle between her de!Sire to aid and 
all the iovis.ible safeguards of ber womanhood, 
is one that deserves the brush of some great 
painter. 

For years Sita is kept confined in Lanka. and 
Rama and Lakshman, io their progrc.. through 
what is depicted as the wilderness of Southern 
India, Owe her discovery anu much of thefr succeH 
in finally releasing her, to the services o:f their great 
ally, Hanuman, the monkey-generaJ. 11 is supposed 

. that if there be any historical foundatioc for the 
legend of the Ramayaca. this name of Hanuman 
may refer to the chieftain or some strong aboriginal 
tribe. In any case, he atands to--day for aU that is 
great in discipleship, FilJed with the worship of 
Rama, he brings to bia service the unqueatiorrinr 
obcdien_ of a child and the gt:Diua of • .an. It ia 
'in his presence and that of Lakabman thatSita goe. 
proudly •• t her own requqt, .througb that ordeal b, 
fiR. _bidl it CO prove her ltI!iQla.aocu. &Dei be 
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deda.rcs that at death the names of Sit&. and Rama 
.m be found written on his heart. 

h il now time for the return to the kingdom, and 
Sila and Rama go bad, to Oudh, reigning. there in 
perfect happinen close upon a year. Then comes 
the great <:ris;s of their paning, in 'deference to the 
people's doubt of Sita. w She retires to a distant 
forelt, to live the life of a nun, under the care of 
VaJmiki, the old hermit; and Rama lSits alone on the 
throne of Oudb far the rest of nis Me. Once only 
does he lSpeak of his loss. His s ubjects desire him 
to t:ake a lle\\' queen, for the pcrform,lnce of a stllte 
sacrifice that he cannot make alone. But here the 
wrath of the king bluel forth. No womlln :;hall 
ever be put in Sita'a plac.e, but a golden image of 
her is made, and fills her part in the appointed 
ceremonies. 

Shortly after her arrival iD the forest, Sita had 
become Iht'; mother of twin sons, and Valmiki, their 
rOlter.father, brings th~se up as prinCt';s, only taking 
care to add to t ht'; ir education the IUlOwledge of his 
own gre:!t poem, the Ramayana. He allows it to 
be supposed, also, that their motht';r is dead. When 
the boys are some twenty years of age, news goes 
about the country of a great religious ft';sti\'al to be 
held at the Court of Ayodhya, and the hermit 
-makes ready to go up to ii, taking his two 
foster-Ions in the character of minstrels, and the 
queen. 

The ftSl of tbe story i l inevitable. The eye~ 01 

Rama discover bis boys as they recite before him 
the deeds of hia own past, aDd calling Valmiki to 
him, he speaks with hopeless longing the name of 
Sita. The old man draws ber forward, and she 
unveils her face to her husband. At this fnoment, 
as the twd' look, ea<:h upon the face that ·has been 
present to every thought for twenty years, the 
1DUfDIour of the people'. doubt i. once more beard, 
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aad the cry ri_ from the crowd, "Let ber be 
tried by fire I " 

No woman'. pride could brook this renewed insult. 
Sita, tbe proud, the ailent, the stainless. eric. out for 
death. ~t her words, the ground operiS, a chariot 
appears, and in 'the a rms 01 her Mother Earth she 
is withdrawn from the world of men. Rama waits 
only to beslow the kingdom 00 his SODS, and thea 
plunges inlO the forest, to be for eVl:r los! to humanity. 

The s lory of the Mahabharata would be less cas)' 
to recount. MighlY warriors, beautiful women, alld 
great sai nts move to and fro acro!!s its scenes in a 
glittering maie. The local colour is rich to a fault. 
The poem abounds in descnptionsof social customs. 
domestic comfort, the fash,ions of old armour and 
similar details. But it is in the conception of 
character which it reveals that it becomcs most 
significant. Bhishma, the Indi.m Arthur, is there, 
with his perfe<"" knighthood and awful purity of soul 
Lant::clot is there-a glorified-Lana:lot, whose only 
faU was the utterance of a half·truth once, witb 
purpose to mislead-in the person of the youn, 
king, Yudlsthira. And Krishna, the Indian Chrisl, 
is there, in that guise of prince and leader of men 
that has givcn h im the name in India of ., The 
Perfect Incarnation." Olle of the riva] houses 
consists of a family qf no leu than a hundred 
childrCil, $0 that the mullipIieity of per'!lOo, and 
incidents is best left to the imagina.t ion. Yet certain 
main ft:atures belong to the treatment of all charac
ters al ike. For the attention of the poct-chronicl£r 
is fi:s.ed on tbe illvisible sbacldes of sclfhood that 
bind us all. He 5CCID S to be describing creat events; 
in reality. he docs not for one instant forget that he 
is occupitd with the history of souls, depiQjng the 
incidence' uf their upcrienee and knOWledge o.n. tbe 
eJ:~wo'rld 
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0Dt. .tory ia t1pit:al. The young prince. .. 
bkinr . ' leuon in .boolin,. and • clay bird hal: 
heta Kt up ... larget. ODe by one they 'are uked 
by thei,\, muter what tbey .ee. They reply," A 
bird," .. A branch supporting a bird," and so on. 
Till at last he puts the question to Arjuna. one of 
the youogest, and receives the aOlwer. "A bird'a 
head, and in that head only the eye." The moment 
of the tcUing of this story to an Indian child is tense 
with feeling. For it embodies the culminating ideal 
of the natiOD, inasmuch as "Concentration of Mind" 
.tands among Hindus for the supreme expression 
of 1hat grntness which we may recognise in honour 
or cours¥c or any kind of heroism. 

The central characler of the Mahabharata fulfilt. 
a very sublle demand. Bhishrna is intended for 
the type of king and Imight. Now, knighthood 
implies the !Striking of many blows, and kingbood 
the protecting of manifold and diverse interests, but 
perfection requires that nothing shall be done from 
the motive of self-interest. In order, therefore, that 
he may dillp!ay all the greatoell' of character that is 
possible to man in these relations, Bllishma is made, 
u heir to the throne, to renounce aU rights of 5UC

cession and even of marriage, Ilt the beginning of his 
life, by way of setting his father free to marry a 
fisber-girl whom he loves, and make her son bis 
heir. 

From this point, having set aside the privileges oC 
parent and sovereign, Bhishma ili made to bear to 
the full the responsibilities of both; and finally, ill 
the c.nergy and faithfulness of his military service, 
life itRlf can only be taken from him wben be with 
bis own lip!! has given instructions for his defeat. 
In Bhiehnla, tberdore, we have the cre.,poQ of a 
people who have alrudy learnt to tqard detach_ 
meat as a neccnary clement of moral pDdeur. 

It · ia strange to us, but perfectlyeoa&it;tcD.t .-ItII 
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dna point or view, thai; as long u BaiaJDa reDtain. a 
militant figure in tbe battle of Kurubbetra be i. 
acting as generaliasimo ror wllat he repI"(k &I the 
worse cause of the two. He hall done his belt to 
prevent the war, but when it is determined 91', be 
seta himself to obey his sovereign, in the place that 
is his own. He is tilled, at the Indian poet repre
lIentll him, with sopernatural assurance that his side 
must lose. yet he strikes not a Ilioglc blow either 
more or less for this' consideration. In like manner 
it is told of Krishna that after be lias done his 
utmost for peace in the interests of 'justice, he ill 
approached by both parties for his aid, and that such 
is tbe calmness of his outlook on life that he submits 
the matter to a moral test. To one claimant he will 
give his armies; the other he will fietve in person 
unarmed, he says, leaving the choice to themlldves. 
It i, clear that the' man whose greed and ambition 
arc plunging whole nat ion!l illto war will not h .. ve 
the spiritual insight to choose: the Divine Person 
for his champion, rather than -great hosts. And he 
does not. 

Such storiel illustrate the Hindu endeavour to 
understand every man's relation to a given ' ituation, 
and to read in conflicting lines of conduct that same 
irresistible necesllity whkh, act ing from within, hurl. 
each one of us upon hi, fate. In tbis endeavour 
lies tbe real secret of. that tolerance which has 80 
puzzled observers in the Indian people. Not only 
has there never been religious persecution amOPg 
Hindus, but the sceptic, the atheist, or the Christian 
missionary is as free to preach on tbe steps or the 
temple ... the believing priest. The European 
COITC!lative of the trait is found in the dramatist or 
novelist -' genius who can reprnent the mdt;:VCII of 
oPP,OMng sides 10 all to dR.W equally uPon 'OUr sym· 
pathy; but lbia has al".ys beCD an exccptionaJ 
ability with ua, and Qot & commoll attltude of 1Qicd, 
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In the Mahabbarata itselfthe most perfet:t ezpreaaioD 
pi auch reconciliation of opposites is perh .. ps found 
in the storJ .Qof Shishu pal, the e nemy of Krishna. 
Shishupa!'! mother had won Kri6hna's promise that 
ber aon might sin against him a hundred times. and 
yet be forgiven. But this cup of error was already 
full , when his crowning blasphemy occurred, The 
occasion was tiM of the offering of certain honours 
to the Chief of Knights, Krishna, in right of his 
divinity, had already been named, and the decision 
that to him should the sacrifice be made ,,'as spoken, 
To the deep-rooted hostility of Shishu pal, however, 
Ihis was uneodurable. He broke out into indignant 
protest. In what sense, he asked, was Krishna 
greatest of the knights? Was not Bhishma present? 
Was not Yudisthira their liege? ut the honours 
be paid 10 one of these. 

Shocked and outrl!ged , eve.ry one looked to 
Bhishma to punish the. impie.ty; but that aged 
clansman's face was turned tow;\rds the. Avatar. 
Then, a!I all waited {n suspe.nse., from be.hind the 
Bl e.s~d Knight flashed forth the. bright discus of 
Vishnu, and striking the he.lmet of Shishupal clove 
him through, even to the. grolilld. And 10, before 
their eyes, the soul of that sinful one came forth like 
a masll of flame, and passe.d ove.r and mehed intoth ... 
feet of Krishna. "For eve.n the. enemies or God go 
10 salvation," says the old chronickr, "by th inkillg 
much upon Him." A later inereme.nt of e.xplilll3tion 
makes the point still dearer. It had happe.m:d in 
some. previous age that a great and enlightcne.d 
.pirit had faUen under a curse.-had straye.d, that is 
to lay, into those circles of destiny that would 
involve him in human birth. And the. All·Me.rciful, 
being touched with pity, offe.red him tht path of 
retUJ1] thorough seven birthl as the frie.nd of God, or 
'hree as H is enemy, The second alternative Wall 

hios i.nIWl& cboice., and be became: in one life Ravana 
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!.he foe or 'Rama; in mother, a «rtain pe~cutinl" 
Ir.hiS ; and in the third, this Shilhupal, DOW once 
more absorbed into Eternal Bliss. 

Few cbarattelll in literature can "rank with the 
heroic figure of young KarnL Dark witb anger, but 
perfect ill chiva.lry, he resents to the death a alight 
levelled at hi$ birth, yet turns in the midst ofprincdy 
acclaims to salllle reverenlly the . ~ed charioteer 
supposed to be his father. Fun of • palpitatin.r 
humaoity is Draupadi, the Pandava Queen. Beau
tiful and Il igh·spirited usbe is, she bas all a WOmlln'$ 
inability to keep a secret, and her fooli$h boastful· 
nes. almost betrays the heroe$ before their time is 
ripe. The litrongest attraction of auch figures is 
always the actuali ty. There i . nothing incredibly 
exalted about them, but good and evil a(e entwined 
in their natures, litrong and heroic tbough they be,,, 
in UI aiL 

The end of Bhi$hma i. like that of lome andent 
Norseman. Lying on the field of battle where he 
fell, he relu$e. to be moved, atld asks only fora bed 
and pillow liuch as are fit for knightly bowmen. One 
of the. young chiefs divines his meaning, and, step
ping for ward, shoots arrows into the earlh till what 
was desired has been provided. And on his bed of 
arrows Bhishma dies, 

Such are some of tho characters who form the 
ideal wGrld of the Hindu home. A bsorbed in her 
"worship of the Feet of the Lord," the little sir! sits 
for hours in her corner, praying, "Make me a wife 
like S ita I Give me a hUlband like RaUla '" Ead! 

.act or lpee:cb of the untrained boy rushing io. from 
school, may remind some one, half-Jatl,ghing, hair.. 
admiring, 2f Yudisthira or Labhmall, of Karol or 
Alju.na, ana the name is sure to be rCi:al~ck It t. 
upcctcd that each member of the family ahall have 
lIis favourite hero, who will be to him a -art til 
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".t1'Oa Mint, aDJI may appear as. the «nt.re of tbe 
ttary. if he i. bidden to recount it. Thtis. when one 
tells the Ramayana, Ravan. i. the hero; another 
makes it Hanuman: only the books keep it always 
Sita and Rama. And it i9wcll undet'stood that the 
choscn ideal exercises a preponderant innuence over 
one's own development. None could love Laksbman 
without growing more full of gentle courtesy and 
tender consideration for the needs of others; he 
who cares for Hanuman cannot' fail to become more 
capable: of supreme devotion and ready service. And 
jUltic:e i~lf mUl t reign in the heart that adores 
Yudiathira. 

The character of Bhishma in the Mahabharata as 
that of Sit. in the Ramayana is a proof that Indian 
philosophy was completed before the Epics. But 
that philosophy itself, we must remember, was 
directly related to the common life of common folk. 
Only this fact can explain the recognidon and 
welcome of such conceptions by the whole nstion. 
Let us look at the love story of Sits. Her feeling 
iI consecrated by tile long years of poveny 
filled with worship, in the forest. When. it is 
thus established, she undergoes the dreary per
lIecution and imprisonment at the hands of Ravana. 
Every mOlllent finds her repeating the Dame 
of Rama, her faith unshaken in her ultimate 
rescue. At the end she herself suggests the 
fiery ordeal. and goes throush it with dauntless 
C()urage. 

Then for one short year, as wife. and queen, and 
Cl.Iture mother, she tastes or entire earthly happine!;s, 
oilly to be swept away from her home again in the . 
atanness of her husband's will for hi. people'a good. 
Through twenty ycare of acquie8Ct:nt t,i1c,?ce ahe 
keeps MW, in aU it. fulnus, that lo~ that sent .her 
tint to ahare Rama'. elilile' in the forest, and yet . 
the perfection of her pride oC womanhood i. Ihown 
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wbtD abe dtt. of the iOlult cODveyed in •• poken 
... bt. 

We' bdievc vaguely that the power to renoutK;c 
distinguishes the: human (rom aUlitc known to us; 
but a conception of rCAunciatioD so searching, &0 
aUltere as this appall us. It ie dear that I com· 
manding philosophy of self-discipline Jay behind, or 
the poct'. hand could not have beenaoremorse!css; 
but it is also clear that that philosophy was living in 
the heart and effort of the people, or !:iils and R1ma 
could oot have been so loved. 

'We ask in vain what can have Det:n the liIe of 
India before she found refuge and direction in such 
dreams as these. For to-day i, has become so one 
with them that all Ira«: or the dawn belore they 
were is lost. They penetrate to c~·cry part of the 
country, every class o f society, every grade of edu
catioD. Journeying in the mountains at nightfaU, 
one came upon the small open hut of the grain
dealer. and saw. round a tiny lamp. a boy reading 
the Ramayana in Ihe veroaclilar 10 a circle of his 
elders. At the end of each stlOU they bowed their 
head. to the eartb. with the chant, .. To dear Sita's 
bridcgToom. great Rama, all hail I " The shopkeeper 
in the city counts out his wares to the cus tomer, 
saying, .. One (Ram). two (Ram), three (Ram)," 
and 80 on, relapsing ioto a dream of worsh ip when 
the meuuring i. done . . Nay. once at least it is told 
bow at the" Four (Ram)" the blessed nlme wa. 
enough to touch the inmost l50ul orhim who uttered. 
it, and he rose up then and there and left the world 
behind him. ' The woman terrified at thunder calt. 
on "Sita Ram I" and 'the bearers of the dead keep 
time to tbe cry or" Rama Nama SaltYa hall " (0 'Ibc:. 
Dame or ,the Lord alone is real I It) 

.;What lfbilolOphy by itself could nefti' .b''WI..doDe 
for 'the bumble, what the laWI of Manu have,; ,~ 
onl, ia aQl!DC laWl measure for tbe few, that the EpiQ 
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han: done through unnumbered ages and are dO'InK 
still (or all c1sues alike. They are the perpetual 
Hinduisen, (or they are the ideal embodiments of 
that (orm o( life, that conception of c:ooduct, of which 
JaW! and theories can give but the briefest abstract, 
yet towards which the hope and effort of every HindI! 
child must be directed. 

We are in the habit of talking of the changeless 
East; and, though there is a certain truth in tbL 
phrase, there is also a large element of fallacy. One 
0( ' the most striking features of Hindu society 
dtjring the put fifty yeaT$ has been the readiness of 
t\1e l'eople to adopt a foreign form of culture: and to 
compete with tbose who are native to that culture 
on equal terms. In medicine, in letters. in science, 
even in industry, where there has bcen opporlunity, 
",e arc astonished at the intellectual adaptabi lity of 
the race. Is the mere beckoning of the finger of the 
nineteenth century enough to subvert predilections 
as old as Babylon and Nineveh? we ask, amazed. 
By no means. 3 uch ,hanges as these are merely 
surface dcep. The hautcur of the East lies in the 
very knowledge that its ci\·ilisation has nothing to 
fear from the social and intellectual experimenls of 
its youngsters, or even from s uch complete changes 
of mental raiment at amongst newer peoples would 
constitute revolutions of thought, for the effort of 
Eastern civilisation has alwaY5 bccn to the solitar,. 
end (Jf moralisin'g the individual, and in this way it 
differ!> essentia lly from WelOtern &ys telUlO of culture, 
which have striven rathC'f for the most efficient ute 
of materials. If Ale-under, capable of organising 
the largest number of his feHows most effectually lor 
a combination of military, commerc.ial, and scientiSc 
ends in that most difficult fonn, an armed c.l:pcdi
tiolt ovcr bostile territory-if Ale:r.ander bo taken u 
the ty~of Occidental genius, then, as (he culmina_ 
tinC'~mpleof the Oriutal. "'e mUl tname Buddha: 
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br clear and intenle conceptions of perreet renunci .. 
tion and inner illumination -.re the hidden .prin!t$ ol 
Hindu living, around which the home itself is built. 
These it i. of which the Epics an: the popular 
Ychicles, these it is which giw: ita persistence to 
Indian civilisation through the centuries, and tbis ia 
why no exa.mination syllabus, no alien', k indly in· 
spiration, no foreigner's appreciation or contempt. 
can ever hope to have one iota of perrn,anent in
fluence on the national education at itll con:. 

Reforming sects are very apt to ~ject what ia 
much cultivated am ongst the orthodox-the folk-lore 
that hu grown up round the Epics in the P.uranu 
and other literature. aut to the poema themselves 
all cling fast . None -fail to realise that they ~ 
the mark of aupreme literature, and so they rcmain 
a 'constant element, capable, like all gTeat interpre:
tatiODS of lifc, of infinitely varied application, a 
treasure glealcr, because mon: g reatly used, than 
any Anger ot Achilles, or Descent into Purgatot}', 
amongst them all. 



CHAPTER Vill 

NOBLESSE OBLIGE; A STUDY ·OF INDIAN CASTE 

A GUYn intellectual confusion than that caused by 
the· Don_ttans lation of the word Casle · there has 
aeldom been. The assumed impossibility of finding 
an equivalent for the idea in English bas led to the 
bdiefthat thl:rc is something mysterious and unpre
cedented in · the institution. People become bewil
dered as to whether it is a religious or a social 
obligation. Every one demands of the reformer a 
confljct with it. The . whole question grows obscure 
u"d irritating. 

Yet all this time we have had an exact synonym 
fO£ ·the word, and the parallel is the closer since our 
word connotes tbe same debatable borderland 
between morals and good taste. Caste ought to 
stand translated u honour. With Oriental quaint_ 
ness, it is true, India has given a certain rigidity to 
tbi. idea, but her analysis of the thing .itsclf is as 
profound as it i. acate, .. 

Our coDduct is commonly governed far more by 
toad habit than by considerations of right aod 
wrong. When the tide of the ethical I truggle baa 
DUce let in over some maUer, we may regard our_· 
selve5 as already half-lost, Why arc my. friend', 
open letters ahsolute1y safe in "my preSCIlR, thougb 
, . ..., lon}fing (or the blfwmatioD they convey? Why 

• 1'M ..,ord Cull II of Port-C- cmp.. 
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can mODeY Biven foe one pwpose not be uacd foc 
another, when all tbe canODl of common sense and 
expediency urge that it should? Who wiD confess 
to all drart in speaking the truth at ADy cost wbat
ever? Why, when I am annoyed, do 1 not express 
'I1yseJf in the language of Billingsgate? To each 01 
whicb question. one would reply, .aml!wb~t 
haughtily, that the point w .. ODC of hODOur, or, 
that liuch happened to be the custom of ooc'. 
class. . . \ . 

Yet if we aamine into theaanction which honour 
can invoke there is notbing beyond • rare ~erciAC 
of the power of ostracism. The Church excom. 
municates, the law imprisons. but society merely 
"cuts" the offender in the street; Yet which 01 
these three inflicts the deepest wou~d? It is •• 
true of London as of Benares that eute-law i. the 
last and fine·st that controls a man. Foe it comes 
into operation at that precise point where tribunals 
fail. It takes cognisance of offeoces for which no 
judge could inflict peoahid It rai.ses atao~d. 
and demands virtues that" every mlln will interpret 
.eeording to the stfiogency of hi. pride, and yet 
that no ooe can feel himself to have wholly fu lfilled. 
And it docs nil this witbout once permitting the 
sensation of merit. Having done all, one remains 
an unprofitable servan~. For no one would count 
the punctual discharge of debts (all debts are debts 
of bOflou~), the hauteur that brooks no stain upon 
the name, the self-respect" that builds the whole 
~thicaJ code upon itself, as religious observances. 
Tbese things were due, we say, to our birth or 
blood, or position before men. It is true that their 
llon-luIfihnent would leave a atain upon We Clln
sci~ce,#nd it is alao true 'h:at the aUemp. to workj 
ow the obligations of honour mus~ be theUnmcdia~ 
test of the s incerity of one who proP05H to lead,. 
life of creat« dcvotioa ADd,earneat:ocaa tQan eornaoo·. 
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Stin, cute iI not the larne thing as personal piet1, 
and perbaps for this rcoon complete reDuncilltio.a 
e( its claims and benefits is eSIICDtiai in India to tbe 
monastic life. 

There is another point aboul our Western CODce~ 
tion of nohksu ohli'gl. Few .. the pcrllOnS may be 
who could formulate their IC1ltimeDt, the fact per
vades the whole of tbe,.social area. Each class hu 
ita own hOMur. If ~onourable employers fecI com_ 
pelled to thiok ,of t,J\e comfort of their workere, 
honourable lC~ts feel equally compelled to keep 
tl:aeir lips shut (l) their maSlers' atrairs, and either 
responds to an appeal in the name of his ideal. The 
priest may find the honour of. his profession in con
Rict with .that of the dete<:tive, but all the world will 
uphold tbe faithfulness of both.' The effident realisa
tion of his idellis by the schoolmaster will involve an 
occasionaJ pardon, even of a grave offence, if he 
conceivCl forgiveness to be the beat formative influ
ence which at the moment he can command. The 
vcry same effort in the merchant will require a dis
tribution of punishmeot that is rigorous and jus t, 
sinee order, integrity, and unfailing promptitude
Dot the development of human character-arc his 
ends. Thus every mall, in every critical act of his 
life, calls silently for tbe judgment of his pcerslJld 
refuses all other. 

The weaknesses of caste everywheN: are manifold, 
FOt" society, like ~e indiyidual, is always apt to 
imist upon the tithiDgofmint aDd cue, and to Deg· 
le£t tbe' weightier matter. of the law. But it is not 
usually tbe martyr who marks its worat failure.. He 
il; the white dove eaat forth by crows, tbat is. • 
member of a higher tried by con.sensus of the lower 
castes. We have here • case of govemmeat us urp
ing the (aoctions of society, mUch III if the bud. 
JP&ter .bould exercillC authority in a dispute amon&, 
bop. For it ~ CSlCQtlal to the Tery idea of hoDOW' 
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that eYery callte .hould be autonomous. The true 
failure of caste occur. whenever it establishes such 
an ascendency of social opinion over the individual's 
conscience that his power of advance is impeded and 
he becomes less of a man, or less really beneficent 
socially, by remliniug more of a gentleman-a atate 
of things which is not uncommon among ourselves. 
For we may postulate that aU id~als . 're helpful only 
in so far as theY'subserve a man's manhood and 
freedom, and destructive thl in.arlt they render 
him less able to express his own irimost will. It is 
he, thereforc, who ought to havc been a martyr and 
chose ease who is the true caste victim, not the hero 
of an aUlo.da-f1. 

That this is a real danger we aU k'hO'w. Wbat 

:;::e;~~~~~a~tt~:e:g~~tt~ht~teC~~~ic°~a~~::: 
put comfort above spirituality? What politician 
has not preferred party above principle? What 
student of science has nev~ been pr!!'judiced against 
new truth? And if we look without, where do we 
not. see the mere break!!' r of conventionality treated 
liS outside brotherhood? Where do we not find 
persona conforming to usages that displease them. 
merely because they would ' be inconvcnient to 
dispute? 

A cert<lin s~ping justification of such facts rna, 
be urged, ina$IDuch as there are circumstances Iliider 
wbich tbe cohesion of the group is well worth the 
sacrifice of the liberty of a few individu.a}I, And 
the habitual outrage of custom without reason is 
perhaps rightly held to be as anti-social as any 
felony. In the lalt relKlrt, bowever, social pressure 
must ~ held in bounds, for nothing should Interfere 
with a man's right ~o try himself, or sa~ tbe toots 

.of his independence. And aodety is a vague I,Dd 
irresponsible magistrate, with ao little i11umin&~ 
.. ~. bi. OWII purposes 'and tendencies that he 
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Cf'e1:juenUy miltakes the pioneers of his mal:'ch fol:' 
deten.era aDd orders the stoninp; of prophet". whose 
8~II"1ehrc. and monuments wiU be erected bI his 
ctiddren. 

The question of the inner trend or intention of the 
~lal movement lI1ust form the law iu whose Ilame 
all douhtful eases are tried. A:nd, while it is never 
easy to determine the point aeeurately for one's own 
people, in the ease of the Hindu . n,ee the supreme 
purpose of their past evolution is quite apparent 
Even a cursory reading of the Laws of Manu dis
plays Indian society aa uni ted in a great co-operatioo 
for (he preservation of the ancient race·treasure of 
Saoskrit literature. 

The feeling must have grown up when the Vedas 
alone required conserving, and the families entrusted 
with various portions were~encouraged to become in 
all ways dependent on the community, tha t every 
energy might be devoted to the task in hand. TI,l, 
is the real meaning of ,prostration at the feet of 
Brahmins, of the great merit acquired by feeding 
them., and of the terror of the crime of killing one, 
IUs not the man, it is race-culture that is destroyed 
by such an act. 

As ages went on and the Upanishads and other 
things were added to the s tore, that which was 
hitherto memorised became entrusted to writing. 
The Vedas became Sulpturl s-and now the melflod, 
of psycholugy, of astronomy, of mathematics, made 
themselves felt as integral parts of the Aryan treasure. 
in common with Sanskrit literature. This widened 
tbe conception of culture without liberalising the 
social bearings of the question, aDd the Brahmin 
caste continued to be recognised ' as the natural 
guardians of ali learning, the old religious d)mposi_ 
tions beiDg>6tiIJ regarded as the tyPe, 
If.~ ask how It happenN that the ~ folk. 

became ~ ,early conscious of their responaibilitJ' ,in 
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the matter of Sanskrit letters, tbere UD be only one 
lII.Dawer. They found themselves in the prexuce of 
other and unlearned races. This poiot briogs ua to 
the question of the origin of IiItroDgly differc,ntialed 
castes in gt:neral. In its nature caste is, as we have 
Ren, honour; that i, to say, an ideal sentiment by 
whose muns aocicty lponlaneou$ly protects ilKlf 
from some danger agaiolt which it is otherwille 
defenceless. For instance, lire in Tex., baving been 
for many years dependent 00 the possession ~ 
horses. and safeguards against the horse-thief being 
few aud diffituit, he came 10 be tbe object of uo
precedented socia! abhorrence. Horse-stealing was 
the last crime a lost soul would stoop to. In a 
similar way, as some think, may have grown up the 
Indian feeling about cow-jcilling. If the cattle, in 
time of stress, were killed {or food, agriculture would 
be unable to take a new start, arid so a people accul· 
tOOled to eat beef grasped the situation perhaps, and 
renounced the practicc. Bu~ since these two senti
ments pervade whole nations, they are not exactly 
what we are accustomed to think of as caste, inas
much- as in the latter there is a distioct gradation of 
fank connected with the sentiment. In tbe term 
"blackleg" applied by trade unionists to rompeting 
forms 01 labour, we have.an instance of the kind we 
want. Here we have an occupational group giving 
binh immediately to the ideal which is ncce!;Sary to 
its safety_ Thrdughout the worlds df Idve, of war, 
and of work, indeed, hOllour is an instinct of the 
very greatest potency. How few men, after al~ 
.desert to an enemy as spies I How strolW is ~ 
feeling of ciass--obligation amongst scrv.nu and 
working men I This clement is very evident in the 
lndian Uftiustrial caste, which are oft4ia simply 
bertlditary trade·unions. No Englishman iii so 
powerful;l,lOtlil any Hindu so hungry ... that one man 
e:oWd · .. tit . hribd to tate up the b"ade of anotber. 
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Nothing would induce the j:lairyman, for instance, 
&0 take clluge of a horse, or a laundryman to anist 
tbe household. 
B~ the very atrongest, and perhaps also ugliest, 

of all possible roots of caste is the sense of race, the 
CUte of blood. We have an instance of this in the 
animosity that dividel white men from negroes in the 
United States, and we have other instances, Itsa 
talked of, all up and down our' vas t British posse,.. 
srons.. There is probably no other emotion so in
buman which rec:eivt!l such universal sympathy as 
thi ll. For it is fundamentally the physical instinct 
of a vigorous type to protect itself from fusion . And 
both aides p;!.rtic:ipate in the revub;ion. Here we 
have the secrd of rigid caste, for the only rigid 
caste is hereditary, and of hereditary caste the 
euel'lli .. 1 characteris tic ;5 the refusal of iuter
maniagc. 

Granting, then, what could not well be denied, 
that the Aryan forefat'hers found themselves in India 
Cace to raCC! with inferior and aboriginal races, what 
may we gather, from the nature of the caste s¥slem 
to-day, to have been the elements of the problem, ali 
they more or less clearly perceived it ? 

Those elements we may infer to have been four 
io numbel'. 

1. They desired above all thing! to preserve the 
honour of their daughters from marriage with lower 
and savage peoples. Exclusion from marriage with 
any but one'a own caste became the rigorous rule,. 
the penalty fell OD the father aDd the family that 
permitted a woman to go unguarded 011 this head. 
To this day, if a SOD marry beneath caste he degrades 
bimself i but if • daughter be wrongly.given, the 
wbole £ltmily becomes out-casted. 

2. They aeem to have desired to preserve the 
aboriginal race., on the one hand from extermina_ 
tion, and on the other· frO:lJ\alavery 0(. the pcr$OD-
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two lIO!utiona which seemed tater the only alterna· 
tives to Aryan perllOnl (n a siD:lilar poSitipn I . 

Those aborigines, therefore, who became depen. 
dent on the Aryan population, had their definite 
place assigned them In the scale a/labour, and tbeir 
occupations \- ere !Sccured to tbem by the conte. 
of the' supcrior race. " 

We must not forget, in the apparent barshneu" or 
this convention. its large (actor of hygienic cautioD. 
The aborigines were often CarrioD-eaters. and 
always uncleanly in comparison with itheir neigh_ 
bours. It was natural enough, therefore. that there 
should be a refusal to drink the same water, and 60 

on. 
On the other hand, it is one of the mistakes 01 

caste everywhere, that it iI;Jstitutionalises and per_ 
petuatn an inequality which might have ~D 
minimised. But we muM not for~t, in the use of 
the Indian system. the two greater evils which were 
avoided altogether. 

3. The Aryans realised "cry clearly that It was 
not oply their race but also their civilisatinn that 
must be mrtintained in its purity. The word ..J.rycm 
implies one acquainted with the processes of agricul
ture, an ,a,e, of the ground. to usc an Elizabetbao 
word-accustomed therefore to a fixed and indu .. 
trialised mode or living, evidently in contrul to 
others who were not. " 

Fire and the proetlses or cooking and eating 
rood are easily distinguished as tbe core oC the 
personsl life and establishment in a climate where 
babits can at any time be made 150 simple as in 
India. It is these that can never be: dispensed 
with, thou.Bb they may he arranged for to--night 
ill a pala&, and tl)..morroW in the JUDcJ!! &.Inw a ..... 

In view, tben, or the oa."Cssity or ureguanling the 
a,.taD or 1D&9nen, Iff!':" up tile restrictiolls qaioM 
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e&tiq :With t\lose of lower caste, or aUowing them to 
tOuch the food and wants of;their betten. The ract 
itw the Aryan could eat food cooked by Aryan 
bandl alone. implied that the atrietes t preliminaries 
of bat1i.i.og had been complied with. 

By a C<lDtinuous crystallisation, all caste law_ 
from being the enunciation of broad canons of 
refillement as between Aryan and Don.Aryan-c!lme 
to tie the regular caste-barrier, between one class 
and aDother of the same race. In this way they 
IN! their invidious cbaraeter. 

It is undeniable that tbis caste of the kitchen, 
ao wittily named" don't touchism" by a moderD 
Hindu leader, lends itself to abuse and becomes an 
inltrumcat of petty persecution more readily than the 
intermarriage: laws. Some of the s.:Iddest instances 
of uste·failurt: have od!urrcd hcre. Nevertheless, 
the original intention remains dear and true, and is · 
by no means completely obscun:d, even witb the 
lapse of ages. , 

+ It was, however, in their perception of the 
fourth" element of the problem that the early Aryans 
triumphantly solved the riddle of Humanity. 'They 
seem to have seen clearly that amongst the aborigines 
of India themsclves were many degrees of social 
development already existent, and that these: must 
be preserved and enl.'.ouraged to progress. 

From SUl.'.h a comprehension of the situation 
sprang the long and still growing graduation of 
Don-Aryan castes, some of which have established 
themselves in the I.'.ourse of ages within the Aryan 
pale. Mlltriage, (or instance, is an elaborate and 
expensive socia] function in .the highcst classes. 
But as we descend it becomes .easier, till amongst 
the Bagbdil , Bauris, and other aborig1nal cas tes, 
almost"any connection is ratified by the recognitioll 
or WOmell and children. This is a poiDt in which 
Eastern scores over WelteI'D developmtDt; for in 
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~utope tbe Church has QUaeci to be reckoned as 
immoral wbat might. with more philosophy, have been 
treated as the lingering cultoms of ault-org~ 
l'aoe. ' trata. • 

As is the nature of caste, mere social prestige 
constitutes a perpetual stimulus and jovitatiOQ to 
rise, which means in this case to iocreaee the 
number of daily ba~s and the cleanliness of cCiok
jog, and ~ restrict to purer aod finer . kiodllr tbe 
materials used for food, approximating ' continually 
toward the Brahmin standard. For is it not. true' 
that " oh/esse ohlige? This fact it is ~hat makes 
Hinduism always the vigorousJiving banyan, driving 
civilis ation deeper and wider as it grows, and Dot 
the fossilised antiquity superficial observers have 
supposed. . 

Such, then, is the histO{ie picture of the rise of 
cas te. The society .thus originated fell into four 
main groups: 

(I) Priests and learned men-the Brahmins; 
(2) The royal and mili tary'taste ; 
(3) ProfessioMI men aDd merchants-tbe middle

dass.or bourgeoIsie, as WI> say in Europe; and 
(4) The working people, or sudru, in all their 

divisions" 
(Of the second group only the Rajput branch re

mains now stable. For the military caste, finding 
itself leader less under the Maurya dynasty, is said to 
have become literary, and is certainly now abliorbed 
in the bourgeoisie.) 

This funct ional grouping, however~ il traversed 
in ~I directionl nowadays "by the lines of cute. 
In the mountains it Is no uncommon thillg to fiud 
the Brahmin acting as a labourer, impreased as a 
~ie, or.workiag 118 a farmer, ~nd in the eWe. be 

"beloag. largely to the profeSSional rank. Many 
of llldia'. most learned and active &pIlI, on the 
otbeT "baWl. "beton, to the lbird aDd" even fourth 



$liTilliona. AlI(j the ' QCW taite., whim are of 
~"QC crowth, are leal eaay thaD : the old to 

.~ niw comm~nitY means a new cute in India. 
'IluII' we hav;e ',the MohammedllD, the Christian, and 
the modern refQrm cllStes--of.n of which oae pecu. 
liarllY is Don-belief in the caste principle I-as well 
as oth"etll. And who shall dc:tc:rmioc, for instance, 
to which of the lour main grades Mohammedanism, 
with itli fnclusi$n of pc:asanl, l:itizcn, and prince, 
belong'.? . 

The fact is. if a man's mode of life be acceptable 
tn his own C<lste-fdl0!'ls. the rc::;\ of Indian society 
hn no quarrc:l..,ith it. And this autonomy of catles 
iI is which is the: real essential for aocial Ilc1ibilily 
and fundamental equality. As bearing on this point, 
few mterances have: evcr been so misquoted as the 
gr-eat dictum of Buddha, that" he who attains to 
God is the true Brahmin." For this iB misquoted 
whenever it is made to imply th1l1 the Brahmin holds 
in any Sen5e a monopoly in religion. No possible 
.tatcment could be more foreign to the genius or 
Hindui$m, When we read that $hortest and gr~atest 
of India'$ gospel$, the'" Bha!)avad Gita" (a poem 
composed by Brahmin!', prescrved by Brahmin's, and 
distributed through the length and breadth of the 
eounlry, always by Brahmi ns), we find ourselves in 
the prellcnce of tbe most comprehensive mind that 
ever cOnfempb.ted Hindu life. The compa.uion of 
Buddha, perhap$, looms greater across the centuries, 
but in dealing with social problems bis very tender
nclS and 'piritual fire make him second to Krishna, 
who was always calm, broad, and cons istentl, . 
national in his outlook. We must accept the Gita 
as an authoritative pronouncemem on Hindu society. 
A.nd the Gita rings with the constsntlye.-eiterlted 
implication th.t .. he who attain. to God i. the true 
.0'1," while it interprets alline and responaibilit, u 
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a.eml!l to tht.end. ~UI, ._~ Bet,terooe'l ow:ndut:J$: 
tbough Imperfect, thu the aut,. of another ~ dis-. 
charged. Bett.cr death in onc'l.o"n duty j tbe4~ 
of eother bling • .on _daclu." We have to' ~,.' 
ber, too, t~~ the Gita is JUde up of .tb,c .verJ' ~ of 
the Vedas "and Upanisha.da, ud '.'~ .pedl.Uy 
written for the benefit of women aDd the wprting 
classes, .who, as ~eatitute (I(·Ctaasicij learni .... had 
little chance of IItudying these grea~ipturC!. Bnt 
its contents were to depend" uI'QP Bralinifn tft"ort 
for promuJj'i'tion. Another witne.a.,o, the fact that 
apirituality hu alway. been ,regardf:d ill India as 
the common human possession lies in the Hindu 
woro for religion itseJf-tlhm-",ma, or Ihe ",tuf-,,'SS 

of man. This is very striking." The whole weight 
of the conception is shifted away Irom creed, mucb 
more {rem caste or race, to that which is un,i:versal 
and permanent in each a'bd every buman, being. 
And, last of all, we Itlay renlember that the greatest 
historical teacbers of Hinduism-Rama, Krishna, 
and Buddha, besides many. of the Upaoishadic 
period-were men of the second, or military, caste. 

No, the Hrahmin was never in any seolte the 
privill!ged monopolist of religion: he was a com moll 
ma"nll of rel igious lore, bccause bis aclual function 
was Sanskrit culture, and Sanskrit bappens to be tbe 
"chide of the most perfect religious thought that the 
world evcr produccd, but .. real isation" il lelf bas 
always " Men reeogniscd as a very different matter 
from this, and, Brahmin or non· Brahmin, has been 
,ueepted wherever jt appeared. The advanlage tlat 
tbe priestly cu.te "did undoubtedly enjoy, however, 
lay in the fact that in their case the etiquette of rank 
led directly to the highest inspiration, as the scholar'. 
life, eveD in ita routine, will be Durea, to that of the 
Hint. 

One peculiarity of the plaee of the rcligiou', life ill 
.... Indian .yatem ia that it'ia an i.ocl\Wi.ve terIQ "Cot 
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ijt·~.of·,~ ~9idu.ttotl. 'tfieotctii;i.Ui,,$O 
1Jii.,f:liDdu mmd, ,laIl, geoiu."'.,i~&atioD, the, per. 
~ of unity; and the matmmabC6 ,of E~d 'Or 
d)i;.aCuljnure of Micbae1 An~lo""'ould be as authmtiC 
ali': ~pre!l&iOD of the ul~ious consciousness .. . tbe 
Sainthood of Francis. 901y the result of Ll1-is method 
of intecpretatigp is tbat sainthood takes p~ce 
of all othvs as tbe commonest form of geeatncn. 
Scientific fosc.u'Ch, as in the astronomy of Bhashkar 
Achllry. Uld the psychology of · Pataajali, has not 
bad sufficient opportunity of secoring defined and 
independent scope. A.od literature ha&.bcto yoked to 
the car of mythology as much as the art of b1cdizvaJ 
Italy. 

Nevertheless, India is too well acquainted witb 
geniu!! to {org~t that the caste or 'the spirit is beyond 
human limitation, oftell, beyond recognition •. It is 
held that the beSt lower men call do for that brother
bood which asserts itself in the consciousness of 
,reatness is to give it freedom. Hence a man can 
alwaya be released .from ~ocial obligations if he 
desire to live Ihe life of ideas, of the soul. Only, 
i! ia held that if he will not fulfil the law, neither 
.han he add to the burdens of tbe conuilllDity. 
So he who daima 10 be one of the great spiritual 
beyond-castes must renounce family and property, 
relying upon the charity of men for his daily bread, 
and knowing well that for any work of scholarship 
-such as the-observatories at Benares and J eypore 
_a Hindu govsrnment at least would provide bim 
ample means. 11 is only as long as one avails 
oneself of the benefits of the social structure that 
it ia held not unreasonable to require conformity to 
its usages. 

Thi$ renuncilltion ia SanllYas, the Indian fonn of 
monastAcism, and 5aonya5, theories to file contrary 
DOtwithatanding, bas atways been qpeo to all castCi. 
Indeed, it. is held that when the responsibilities or 
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IHe lift: OYer, • ~. o~lty,. t<MC.v~'1W! .... odd alld 
apen4lhe rf:m~adcr,bf 'bill d'ays in that state; and 

-ino. ... e' ~ of NonbV'n . lndia one meeii with 
'uY.y,.agi ~ehtara/' or mo~tica ~ were. b, birth 
the lOwest of the low._ 

I:Aeoretic~ly, the mont. i. cute-1eDo .. of the 
_hote 'world. prepared to eat "iUl.. any onc; and 
Wbete; ' by ' shet'r , dint of spirituaJityJ. and self
discipline, such a feeling ia realised, ewry H~du in. 
India considers l.he broken- bread or this' loveI' of 
mankjn~. a. •• uamental f~. It i. ulual, too, to 
eat from the bands of holy .. en ·with~ut inquiry as 
to their standing when io the world. 

One or the most interesting pointa in all this, to a 
Western mind is th~ difference imglied and Clltab
lished between the caste olpriesta or · cb~l.i1l8 aD 
the one band, and the fa&t of spiritual realisation, 
outside aU caste, 'On the other. Nothing in tbe 
Indian thought about life can be more 5trildng thaD 
this. The family chaplain in Bengal may be the 
official teacher, but e'olC~ man and woman discards 
his authority silelltly the instant they find some spul 
(in the world or. out of it; it may be husband or 
child, or the holy man living in his garnen ; usually 
it is an ascetic). with a quickening spiritual touch 
upon their own. He or she then becomes thegul"U, 
or teacher, and this relationship is made the central 
fact of life. 

The appearance-of ihis. new teacller, when he is 
powerful enough to be an important .. 8ocial pheno
menoo, is. the bistoric origin of almost aU ncw 
castes. The Sikh nation was formed in thi. 
way by a succession of gurus. Cbaitanya wei· 
comed all castes to Vaishnavism and made it 
posaiblejor them to rise thereby. The lIuvengen, 
too low to venture to Slaim either flioduism 
or )fohammedlUlillJD aa ' their own, were raised in 
coo-'deratioQ and self.rupect by G.uru Naouk 




