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Pre$erver of tbe World, for advice. He told them, 
perbaps contemptuously, to .. go and chum tbe 
ocean '" and tbe poor gud!l trooped forth eagerly to 
dO~is Viddiog. 

"They churned and churned. Many great and 
splendid things came fo;uning up, and they sei:l:ed 
them with avidity, here a wonderful e.lephaot, there 
a princely horse, again. a beautiful wife fOf some ooe. 
Each was only greedy to be first in the handling 01 

the oe.z:.t delight, when all at once something black 
began to come. WeUing up and up, and then 
spreading over the whole ocean, it came. "What 
is it?" I/ .. :y asked cnch other in horror. It was 
poLson-death to them, death to the world, death to 
the universe. It came to their very feet, and they 
had to re~reat rapidly in fear. Already they were 
in tbe midst of darkness, p.nd .. there was nowhere 
that ttiey could flee, for this dense blackness was 
about to cover all the worlds. In this moment of 
mortal terror, all the gods With one voice called on 
Siva. He had taken 00 part in the receiving of 
gifts, maybe He would be able to help them now. 

"Instantly, the great \Vhite God was in their midst. 
He smiled gently at tbeir dilemma and their fear, 
and stooping down He put His hand into the waves, 
and bade the poison flow into the hollow of His 
palm. Then He drank it, willing to die, in order to 
save the world. But that which would have been 
e60ugh to deltroy all created beings was only enough 
to stain His throat, hence He bears there a patch of 
blue for ever. 

Perhaps ooe oftbe most charactc'ristic myths tqat 
have clustered round the name of Mahadev is tbe 
Legend of the Boar·Huot. As we read it, we stand 
on the soow~" heights of the third raoge iiJf the 
ilimalayas .. aoil seem to watcb a mighty Sllow-stonn 
sweeping through tbe ravine before us. 

Arjuna, oneePf the principal heroes of the Great 
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War~ aIId the second 'figure in the dialogue ot the 
GUI, had gone up into the mountains, to spebd 
three months in worshippiog Siva, and illvokiol His 
blessing. Suddcruyonc day aa he was pra,1iDg and 
offering flowers before the lingam. he was roused by 
a wild boar, which was rusbiDg forward to attack 
him. It was only aD instant. and Arjuna, the 
practised archer, had seil'.:ed his bow and shot tbe 
animal. But at- the self-same moment a shout of 
warning was heard, "and simultaneously with Ariuna'. 
a second alTow pierced the body of the beast. The 
hero Taised his eyes, and saw, comiol towards him, 
a formidable-looking hunter and huntress, followed 
by an innumerable: retinue of women, attired for the 
chase, and attended, at some distance, by a dim host 
of shadows-the annies of demons and hobgoblins. 
A second later, the whola hunt had come to & stop 
before him. 

"The quarry was mine 1" cried the Hunter-and 
his voice sounded like the wjnter-blasts, amongst the 
mountains-" the quarry was mine. Mine la the 
lordship of these forests 1 How dared )'on touch 
it 1 If. 

At this address, Arjuna blazed with anger, alld 
picking up the bow and arrows that he had thrown' 
aside before returning to bia worship, he challenged 
the Hunter to II. personal combat. 

"Accepted," was the fl!ply, and tbe duel began.. 
But to the hero's dismay, he seemed to be attacking 
some terrible phantom, for, one after another, his 
good atout arrow,' . disappeared into the perloll of 
bia antagonist, working him no hann. 

"Let's wrestle then! .. shouted Arjuna, and castina 
Mide his bow, be flung himself upon his foe. He 
was me. by the quiet touch of a hand en his heart, . 
aDd fell to the ground stuDned • 

. .. Well. come on I" said the Hunter, u he ncovered 
btmse'l{ a rew acconda later, and turocS aaider. from 
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tbe con~ But be seemed almOlt inlol:icated. "I 
mUlt fini.b · my worship first-I> be said, in a thick 
voice, taking up a cartand of (Ioweu, to fling about 
the Shc-liO£am. The next moment the eyes of 
Arjuna were opened. for the HUnler towered above 
him, blessing him, ~d the flowers were ai,"'ut his 
ueck • 

.. Mahadev! Mahadev I" cried the worshipper~ 
ninging himself on the ground, to touch with his 
head the feet of the God. But already the hunt 
had swept on down the valley, and the Hunter 
and Huntress had disappeared, with all their 
train. 

. Sucll are a few of the stories told of Siva, 50 

.deeply loved by all his devotees. To them there is 
nothing in the world so . Irol'g and pure and ail
merciful a8 their great God, aDd the books and poems 
of Hindus arc very few in which he is no~ referred 
to with this passionate f\'o;ship. 

Sometimes He is entirely a personification of the 
Himalayas. as when the Milky Way is made to fan 
upon his head, wander round and round amongst 
the tangled. locks, and issue from them at last as the 
Ganges. Indeed. the imagination of the people may 
be said to make of their northern ranges one vast 
8hrine to Him; for it is far away. Ihey say. across 
the frost-bound heights, where the Himalayas are at 
their mightiest and India passes into Thibet, lhat 
the Lake Manasarovar lies, at the foot of the great 
ice-peak of Kailash. Here is the reign of silence 
and eternal snow, and here, guarding the nortq, is 
the holy home that Siva loves. 

He is the very soul of gentleness, refusing none. 
Up here have ga.thered. round Hill! aU these Who 
were weafY of earth, having found no acceptance 
amongst the rortunate. The ser-pents. whom ~ the 
worl,\ hates-and denics, come co Kailasp, and 
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M ahadev finds TOom for them in His creat heart. 
And the tired beasts come-for He is the refuge of 
animals--and it Is one of tbese, a shabby old bull, 
that He specially loves and rides upon. 

And here, too, come the spirits of all those meo 
aDd women who are turbulent and tToublesome and 
queer, the bad boys and girls of the grown· up world. 
as it were. All the people who are so ugly that DO 

one wants to See tbem; those 'Who' do things 
clumsily, and talk loudly, and upset everything, 
though they mean 110 harm, and the 'pooT things 
who are ridden by one idea, 1i0 that they neveT can 
see s traight, but always seem a little mad-such 
aTe the souls pn whom He alone has meTcy. 'He is 
surrounded by them. and -they love and worship 
Him. He uses them to do His errands, and they 
aTe known as Siva'sodemons. 

But Siva is more even than this. He is tbe Self
bom, the etemally-e:rJstsnt postulate of freedom and 
purity and light. He is tlle great teaching soul of 
things. His function is to destroy ignorance, and 
wherever kno'Wledge is achieved, He is. His name 
of '\Hara! Han I .. ( .. The Free I The Free! If) was 
the battle-try or the Mahrattas. More yet, He is 
Rudra. the Storm, the Terrible; and it is under 
this aspett that Hinduism raises to Him ils daily 
cry : 

Evermo .... prolect at._O tbou terrible!-
From iROOI'UIU. by tby ._t compaSllioute face. 

For, after all, a human quality is always limited to 
ons of two, the Divine must be lifted above good as 
well as evil, above joy as well as pain. We havc 
here the Indian conception of same-aightedness, and 
perhap. its devotional aignificancc is *>where inter
preted as in the Hindi SOllg of Sut;dalf, which i~ 
he~l:"I!':ated as .a llAutcb-girl Wail burd to Sing it 
in a tyjput Court : 
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o Lorii.loo1r. not npoD. my IIIvil qnalitiu I 
'flay _ .. 0 Lord. I. S&JDIII·"(Btedlll!Sl. 
By Thy touch, iJ TIIOII .. ilt. Thou ....... tQUe me pore... 

Ol1oklr<>p of water i.ln the .. ered JIIIII." 
Another i. foul i. tbe ditdl h,. the rO&4side. 
But whee. they filii lato Ute GUlla. 
Both alike become !Ioly, 

One piece of Iron is the 1m .... ill the temple, 
Anotb.~r is the h ife ill tile lIand 01 tho butcher, 
But wbee tile,. loucll Ille philoJOpher" Itone. 
Botll alike Inm 10 cold, 

So, Lord,look not upon my evil Qu .... it;nl 
Thy "'lIlIe, a Lorcl, IS S:lIne· .. ,htedn" .... 
Make us both the sallle Brahm"lI. 

~j",..rI.1, Make UI both the same Br&hm&I1-i •••• Let the 
Sillier_low daac:iIl('Cirl ... he may be_become one .. ilh God 
Hlnleelf in the SlIpreme Esaeos:,e. BpbID&Il. The theoio!;ical 
conceptioa hete i. II<> difficull fofWeilerli readers that I have 
l'AfelTed to use the simpler a1tenlll.t!ve tran. l.r..ioaal.., fumbh«l 
h,. 1111 Mutu, the S .. ami Vivckananda, 



CHAPTER XIII 

THE GOSPEL OF THE BLESSED ONE 

We "onbip Thee, Seed of Ibe Ullin-ne, 
ThOQ one .Dbroho Soul. 
We worMlip Thee, whose footstool 18 wonhlppod by Ih" Gods. 
Tboll Lord of th" Sailll .. 
Pbysic:iall of thol Worid-di~e:U8, 
To Thy IOlus·Jeet our ..... I.lioo, 0 Grc.t Sonll 

Hidu for". of utlut4tioa to,. Dulia. r.u"..'i~ •. 

IT is told of a certaiif Bodhisattva that, all his 
struggles done and iIIumi~atio[) rcached, he was 
about to pass over into Nirvana, Dut as his fect 
tout,hed the threshold of supreme blessedness there 
rose to bis ears the sound of the sorrowful crying 
of humanity. Then turned that great soul back 
from Nirvana and entered again into life, declaring 
that till the lalt grain of dust if) the universe had 
passed in before: him, he would by no means go 
into salvation, And this Bodhisattva is he who BitS 

on the throne of the Dalai-Lama in Tibet, watchiD~ 
the world of men with eyes of divine pity, from afar 
off. 

talled by various names. arrayed. in widely. 
differing garb, we come constantly in Hinduism on 
the attvopt, as here in the story of th, Dalai_Lama, 
to express the idea that in the greatficart of th~ 
Ab~lute there d.wells an abiding cbarity towarda 
met!. It would !!Ieem as if, to the relicious instinct 
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of hurnaaity, the <iream of" the putauit of the .oul 
by God" is a necessity; and the Hindu, well aware 
of the impossibility of giving it logical ex'pression, 
veils his effort in mythology. Whence the stories OJ 
the Avltars. For our cODoeptioD of the doctrine or 
reincarnation is only complete when we understand 
that DOW and again the Eternal Love is representecl 
as projecting itself into the sphere of manifestation, 
taking shape as a man, in order to act as a lamp 
amid~l the darkness of delusion, a counter-magnetism 
to the attractions of desire. 

It is absurd, says the Hindu-whose imagination 
can never be charged with provincialism-to think 
that such an Incarnation, supposing it to occur at 
all, could visit the ,,"orld only once. Is respect of 
persons a divine attribute? Or is the Deed of man.
kind at any time less than. complete? yn we 
believe, again, that the po'i4er M creative energy to 
aSliume and throw off the shcll of personality is 
exhausted in a single effort? Rather must the 
taking upon Himself ohnortal form and limitations 
be to the all-pervasive" as the lifting of a flower 's 
fragrance by thc summer breeze," a matter 01 
play ; or like the shining of a lam p through' the 
window wherein it is set, without effort-nothing 
more. 

The orthodox Hindu is thus usually in no position 
to deny the supernatural character of the Bahe of 
Bethlebem. He is only · unable lO admit that tbe 
nature of Christ stands alone in tbe history of the 
world, hoJdin.g tbat his own country has seen evcu 
more than the three-Rama. Krishna, and Buddha 
-who were His brother:!. Stillmore cogen.t1ydoes 
be claim sometimes that all these and possibly others 
of whom he has not heard, are but one soul, one 

.. expression 01 Godhead coming back at different 
.times to tay bold on the hearts of men. And he 
quote. ill luppOrt of this coDtenUoo the fadoiliar 
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words of KrishDa: U WheneJet. religion decays, aDd 
when irreligion· pre"w, 1M'': I manifest myself. 
For the protection of ~e «ood, (or the destruction of 
the evil, for the firm establishment 'of tbe dha,.".ma, 
I am born again and again." 

It is natural enough to the Hindu intellect that 
around each such forth.sbiniDg Qf the Divineshoutd 
grow up a new religious system or Church. But 
each of these is only a special way of expressing 
the onc fundam ental doctrine of Maya, a new mode 
of endearing God to man. At the same time it is 
thought that everyone, while recognising tbis 
perfect sympathy of various faiths for one another, 
should know how to choose one amongst them for 
his own, and persist in it , till by its means he has 
reached a point where the formulae of sects are 
meaniDgle~ to him. "For it is good," say the 
people, .. to be born ii a ,.IlUrch, though it is foolish 
to die there. H 

In this sense_somewhat d ifferent from the 
religious pa rfisanship of"Eujope-the popular and 
growiog behef of the H indu mal<ses consists of 
various forms of the worship of Khrishna. It is 
this creed that carries fO those who need it, a 
religious emotionalism like that of the Salvation 
Anny or of Mett,od is m. In the hottest nights, 
during periods of .. revival," the s treets of a city 
will be crowded with men bearing lights and banners, 
and dancmg themselves info a frcn:;o;y to such words 
as: 

C .. II On the Lord. 
C.lI On tho Lord. 
C .. 11 00 the Lord. little'brother 
ThaJI. Ihis n .. ma of Ihe Lord, 
F or ....... (&1 ... an. 
Tbeu U DO Dth" 'n" • 

• Ureruly. dhlll"Dlll1& and a-db&1'1IIma. The p ... h to.. 
ad"erqc;v_dharmraa &W!lIoo·dbarmm&. SeI!!! Po 276. 
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Khrishna, like ,Rai,aa aad like Buddha, is coo' 
sidered to be .. apecial incarnation of Vishnu, Goo
the Preserver. It is therefore pertinent to appeal 
to Him for the goods of life, fOf consolation in 
sorrov:.. (or deliveram:e (rom fear. He is known as 
the Holy Child, born in humility amidst cowherds 
by the Jumna; the. Gentle Shepherd of the People, 
the Wise CouD.ellor: . the Ble,ased Lord, tender 
Lover and Saviour of tlle.buman soul; and by other 
names not less familiar to ourselves. It is aD iDl-age 
of tbe Baby Krishna that the Indian mother adores 
as the Bambino, calling it .. Gop:!. la," her cowherd. 
His name tills gospels and poems, the rolk~songll of 
all Hindu races a re full of'descriptions of Him as 
a cowherd wandering and spOTting amongst His 
fellows; and <:hildish literature is full of storie!! 
of Him, curiously like European tales of the Christ· 
ehild. To the ecstatic nystjc, He is the Divine 
Spouse. 

If we dip into His hiltory we shan think it a 
atrange medley. So ~any parts were never surely 
thrust upon a single figure I But through it all we 
note the predominant Indian characteristics._ 
absolute detachment from personal ends, and" a " 
certain subtle and humorous insight into human 

" nature. 
His maio spiritual significance for India does not, 

perhaps-ivilh one exception-attach to that partol 
His life which is related in the Mahabharata, but 
ratber to what is told of Him in the Puranas-works 
not unlike our apocryphal Gospels. But the one 
exception is important. , 1t consists of no less an 
incident than that conversation with the chieftain 
Arjuna which comprises the Bhag.v~ Git<t, or 
Song of the Blessed One. Of this little potm---only 
some three ~r (our times the length o( t~ Sermon 
on che Mouot, and shorter even than the Gospel o( 
St. Mark-ii may be said at o~ce that a!DOnallt the 
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sacred writings of mankind there is probably DO' 

other which is at once so great, so corn plete, and so 
short, It provides the wortihip of Krishna-and 
incidentally all kindred systems-with t¥t open 
door upon abstract philosopby without which no cult 
could last in India (or a w~k. But it is by DO means 
the property of the.,Vaisnnavas ,exclusively. From 
Kashmir to CapeCornoriu. it is bone of the boncand 
nesh of the nesh of a ll forms of religious thought. 

Its ideas are unmistakably lndi;!1l in colour: its 
/etling is just as unmistakably universal .. , The voice 
that speaks on the field of Kurukshetra is the same 
voice that reverberates through an English child· 
hood from the shores of the Sea of Galilee. We 
Tead the gracious words, "Putting aside all doc
trines, comc thou to Me alone for shelter_l will 
liberate thee from jll ,ins, do not thou grieve." 
"Fixing thy heart on Me, thou shalt, by My grace, 
cross over a.ll difficulties," and we drop the book, 
lost in a dream of One "who cried to the wellry and 
heavy ladtn, "Come unto Me." We' cc:-tainly now 
un derstand, and cannot again forget, that for the 
wdian reader the eyes of the Lord Krishna are 
most kind, His touch infinitely gentle, and His heart 
fuJI of an excced ing great compassion, even as fqr 
us arc the eyes and the hand and the heart of Him 
Who spoke of Himself as the Good Shepherd. 

Like our own Gospels, the Glta abounds in quaint 
and simple me taphors. "As a lamp in a sheltered 
spot, not flickering," must be the mind. AU under
takings are su rrounded with evil, "as fire with 
smoke." The round of worship is .. as a wheel rc
't'o'vipg." So gTeat is wisdom that though thou 
shouldst be "even \be most sinrul of all sinners, 
thou stall cross safdy to the conques, or all sin by . 
the bark Df wisdom alone." One of. the moA 
bealltiful. referring to those perceptiifns which con· 
atitute tbe Uni"ene as we know it, says, .. All thia 
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i. threaded upon Me as gems upon • atring," 
Nothing is mc:ationed that would Dot be familiar to 
the poorat peasant~ Jiving 011 a fertile pl.in, 
diversifi(:d only by a river atId an occasional walled 
city. 

And indeed it was for these, labouring men, un
lettered aod poor, that tbe Gltl, with its ma.stuly 
simplicity, was written. To those who had tbought 
salvation and the beatific vis ion as far beyond their 
a ttainment as a know1edge of the dassics--to these 
humble souls the Divioe Voice declares that, by 
wOf"5hipping God and doing at the same time the 
duty of his s tation, every man may attain perfec
tion. .. Better for onc is onc's own duty, however 
badly done, than the dUlY of another, though that be 
easy." Again and agaio, as we read tbe Gna, we 
are driven to the conclusion, thil;~ we hear an infinite 
mercy addressihg itsel( to a people who had 
imagined the knowledge of God to be the monopoly 
of priesthoods and re ligio\ls orders, and bidding 
them be o( good courage', (or the true monk is he 
" who neither hates nor desires," the true worshipper 
anyone who "offers to Me with devotion eve." a 
leaf or a flower or a cup of water." No wonder 
thai the Indian people, saluling a Divine Incarna
tiOD, call Him the Physician of the world-diseuse! 
Never did speech know how to be more interior. 
" Tbose who worship Me, renouncing all actions in 
Me, regarding Me as supreme, meditating on .Me 
with entire devol ion, for them whose thought is 
fixed on Me, 1 become e~ long, 0 son of Pritha, the 
Saviour out o( the ocean of this mortal world." ... 
"For I am tbe abode of Brahman, the Immortal :fud 
the Immutable, the Eternal Substance, and the un~ 
railins Bliss." We knccl iDa vast silence aD!l dark
o::reas, and.hck words falling lite water dfop by 
","p-

Nothing ianmitted from the GUl that the uli:coD· 
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soled heart requires. There are eveD the tender 
promillCB of dai ly bread, so dear to the anxious; 
.. Tbey who depend on Me, putting aside aU care, 
whalsoever they need, I myself carry it tOilhem," 
runs one verse. Of this a beaUliful slory is told iii 
the viJ/ages. The Brahmin sill copying the tellt, 
but when the word " ,carry" had been written, he 
felt a doubt . .. My dear," he said, turning to con
sult his wife, " thinkest thou not it is irreverent to 
say • carry ' here? Did not our Lord not mean 
• scnd ?'" "Beyond a doubt, beloved, tt l answered 
his wife, "it is as thou sayest. Let the word be 
'scnd.''' Then the man took his penknife and 
erased the word he had just wrilten, substituting 
his own emendation for it. A moment later he rose 
up to go and bathe. But his wife stood before him 
with troubled face .• " ~ told thee not," she " said, 
"Ihnt there is no food In the house, and nought 
have I 10 cook for thee." The Brahmin smiled 
gently, "Let us call uf>on our Lord to fulfil His 
own promise," he replied -quietly; "meantime, I 
shaH 'go and bathe," and he passed inlo the next 
room, Only a few minutes had he gone, when his . 
wife was ulled to the door by a beautiful youth, 
who stood there with a basketful of deliciou. fQ9ds, 
ready for eating. .. Who sent me this ?" the 
woman asked in amazement. .. Your husband 
called me to carry it," Said the lad carelessly, 
pulting the basket as he spoke into her hands. But 
to her horror, as he lifted his arms, the housewife 
noted euts Qnd gashes above his heart. "Alas, my 
poor child, who hath wounded thee?" abc cried . 
.. ""ur husband, mother, berore he called ll;2e, cut . 
me with a small sharp ' weapon," was t~ quiet 
answer .. , Dumb with astonishment, tbe Brahmio's 
wife turned away to bestow the vilnq,. he tmd. 
brouW't. and wben she came back to the ·door the 
youttj had gone. At that instant ~er husband 



THE wES OF INDIAN LIFE 

re.-entered the room, having returned, as she sup
posed from bathing. Her wonder about the food was 
f0llt0tten in indignant sympathy. .. Why," she 
cried, ".aidst thou so hurt thy mc~nger?" The 
man looked at bcr without understanding. "Him 
whom thou sentesl to me wilh food, as Iholi didst go 
to bathe," she explaIned. .. To bathe I" he s tam
mered, .. I have oat yet been I" Thcn the eyes of 
husband and wife met, and they knew both who bad 
come to them, and how they had wounded the heart 
of the Lord. And the Brahmin returned to the 
sacred text, and once more erasing a word restored 
it tl) its original (onn, (or there can be no doubt that 
the true reading is, .. They who depend on Me, 
casting aside all care, whatsoever they need, I myself 
carry it to them." 

Such arc some of the ass~a.tions which ding to 
the little image of Krish1l3 that the children about 
Calcutta. ean buy for a few farthings. It is made of 
lime, and painted blue-for Just as white, to the 
dweller amongst northe/n snows, signifies purity, 
so blue, the colour of sky and ocean, to the child of 
the South, is the token of the Infinite. The.left 
hand of tbe image holds a flute to the lips; the right 
earries a thin golden scroll, referring to the GII~ . 
The feet are crossed carelessly, like tbose of aoy 
IItroliing peasant-player, and the: head is crowned, 
Simple toy all it is, there is hardly a detail of the 
compollite figure in which a devotional 5}'stem does 
not centre. 

"0 Thou that playest on the flute, standing by 
'the water-ghats, on the road to BriDdaban I" sing 
the lovers of Krishna, and their hearts melt witJIin 
tbem while they siog, pi.ereed as by S. Teresa's 
wound of seraphic love. Of aU its eJemeo~ how
f:Ver, there"is~ooe whieh has the uDequalled"impor
tance to tbe world of the scroll in the right tr'-od, 
both as throl\'ing light 00 Indian habits of ~ought 
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and as an e:zposition of tbe science of religion, 
The questions., therefore, On what fundamental 
e:zpcrience docs the GttA base ilself? To w~at 
does il appeal? What docs it s ingle out in life as 
requiring uplanatioD? What is its main 'mpera~ 
live? arq of .ingular interest. That place which 
the ·four Gospels hold 10 Christendom, the GUll 
bolds to the world of HiD.duism, and in a very real 
sense, to unders tand it is to understand India and 
the Indian pepple. 

" 
It is believed by Hindus that when great forces are 

ill action, on occasions such as those of battle and 
earthquake, a certain state of etheric vibrat ion is 
produccd, which makea it easy for minds trembling 
on tbe verge of su~rellle knowledge to vault· the 
barricades of sense and find illumination. Perhaps 
this is because a great i,lltcnsity of experience has 
to be found a nd transcend<td. Perhaps the condi
tions, apparently siruple, are really more complex 
than this. At any rate, the story of the Bhagavad 
Gila: is of the coming of such beatitude to a young 
soldier named Arjuna, some three thousand years 
ago. 

Incidentally, the opening of the poeru presents us 
with an impressive picture of an ancient battlefield. 
On the great plain of Kurukshetra, already the sceue 
of the prayers and allsterilies of saints and pilgrims 
for hundreds of yeai'll, two armies face each other. 
The leaders or both s ides occupy chariots drawn by ' 
wlWte horses; ove~ each waves his personal ensign; 
and each carries a coneh~hell, by way Of trumpet, 
to enable him to give sign'Bls and enrorce attention 
to his dbmmands. Both' armies ace .. pr~SCQted as 
great hOl ts, but indications are DOt, w!Dting that· 
that~r Duryodhana, thC? usurper, undir the leadel'-
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ship of Bhishma, ia the larger and stronger. And 
this is natural. sjn(:e Dl,Iryodhana, rightly or wrongly. 
ia.still suzerain of the whole country, while the five 
Pandav. brolhera, his cousins, arc only bent on tbe 
recovery of their rights from him. We have Ie> caU 
to mind that this is ao ancient battle, consisting of 
an immense number of small fights. before we are 
abJe to give our thoughts calmly to the narrative, for 
we are told that from all parts oLthe field and on 
both sides the while 'conch-shells have been blown, 
giving the signal for assault, and that already" the 
discharge of weapons" has begun, when Arjuna 
requests Krishna, , ... ho is acting as his charioteer, to 
drive him into the space between the two hosts, that 
he may single out those with whom he is 10 enter 
into personal combat during the fray. 

The sight of the foc, however, has an extra· 
ordinary effect on the mind of\he chieflain. Instead 
of looking on his enemies with an accession of faith 
in the justice of his own callise and a heroic de tenni. 
nation to ~truggle to tht last in its defence, he seem.,; 
to realise for the first time the consequeoces of the 
attack. Amongst the foe stand a\l he has .ever 
loved or hODoured-Bhishma, the head of his house, 
the adored gTandsire of his childhood; Orona, to 
whom he owes his education, and ror whom he 
cherishes a passionMc reverence; and cousins and 
relatives innumerable besides, of whom the vcry 
worst is an old playfellow or a gallant combatant in 
tourney. The path to victory lies through the 
burning.ghat of the dead I The ashes of all be 10yCI; 
are scatlered there I As he realises this, Arjuna's 
grca' bow slips from his hand, and he sinks to the 
floor of hia chariot in det>pair. We mullt remember 
lhat this ia no mere failure of courage. The soldil:l" 
bu beeD ~ricfl aDd proved too often 10 b~ olen foc a 

·moment tJ auth an imputation. Neither is he r~pre-
aented as enlptaining the slightest doubt of ultimate 
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triumph. To the fortunes of war he gives Dot a 
tbought, asswniog, as do all brave men, that they 
must folloW' the right. He simply realises that for 
the sake of a few :ycars of dominion he is about, Yli.th 
his own hand. to rid the earth of everythiog6te loves. 
He realises, too, tbat this Widespread slaughter will 
constitute an eoonnous social disaster. 

This feeling of AIjuna's finds religious e:z:pression. 
" I desire not vi.clory, 0 Krishna. neither kingdom 
nor pleasures .... It would be better for me if the 
sons of Dritar!lshthra, arms in hand, should sl;\y me, 
unarmed and Unresisting, in the battle.;" Surely tbe 
moral situalion is finely conceived I A prince, of 
the proudest lineage on carth, is eager to be offered 
up as a sacrifice rather than accept empire at the 
price to be paid for it. On the baulefield of life 
does any case need better stating? Yet this thint 
for martyrdom, whK:h !.oks so like renunciation, is 
really quite anothcr thing. "Thou art grieved for 
those who require .n2 grief, yet thou speakes! 
words of wisdom," says ¥:rishna. For, instead of 
the actual indifference to the world and to his own 
part in it, of one who perceives that all before him is 
uDh:al, Arj una is betraying \hat determination to 
maintain things as they are wnich belongs 10 those 
who tw ld !hat affection at least i!l a very actual good. 
It is on this dist inetion that the whole treatise ill 
based. ' 

At first, indeed, the 'charioteer affects to meet the 
chieftaio's .hesitation with all the contempt of knight. 
hood for panic. .. Yidd Dot to unmanliness, 0 11011 

of Pritha !" he eulaims. "JII dotb it become thee. 
I;ast off this base weakness, Bnd arisc, 0 terror of 
foes." It is Dot ttll Arjuna, with a touching aeknow· 
II:dgment 'or grief and conrus ion, makes a .upremc 
'appel! fOf intelle.ctual enlighten men. that Krishna. 
in the character of divine teacber, eoeers "OIl tlat 
idnonat pronouncement regard.iag_ tl1e Real and 
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unreal, which ends by &endiog the knight back to 
the duty 01 his birth, uDshrinkiog, with the words: 
.. Firm, with undoubting mind, I obey Thy word." 

'As the dialogue proceeds, the dramatic element 
disappdtrs. The echoea of battle die away. We 
arc standing alone in some chamJ>er of the soul, 
holdiDg that colloqu.y betweeo human and divine, 
finite and infinite, which never ceases during life for 
any ODe of us, however little able we JIlay be to 
disentangle it from the voices of the world. At the 
culminating moment of the interview, when the 
worshipper receives the sudden revelation of all 
e:a:isting io and by the Lord Krisim:t, as mere multiw 
form expressions of His sole energy, even at this 
moment, and during the rapt and broken praise 
which follows it, we find nothing discordant in the 
mise-e1/-sct'lle. A chariot of war has become, as only 
a Hindu pen could have maie K, silent as any ceil 
of meditation. The corner of a battlefield has grown 
as remote from the whirl.of. life as the inmost 
recesses of a heart at pr~er. 

The illain argument is, as we might expect, that 
as all appearances arc delusive, action is to the wise 
man indifferent, and should be performed, once he is 
sure that he is called 10 it, without fear of conse
quenc:es. II Him. the wise call a sage-the maD 
whose undertakings are all devoid alike of objects 
and desires, whose acts have been burnt to ashes in 
the fire of wisdom." "Never did I not exis t, nor 
thou, nor these rulers of m.en; and no one of us will 
ever hereafter cease to exist." Therefore," Free 
from bope and from selfishness, without any anxiety 
of l1li~ plunge thou inlo battle I" 

The words are addressed to one who is pre
eminently a toan of action, a soldier--aupposed, 
saviog a d!le ,cgard for his miLilary honoUrfto be 
s"Naycd by the passion for justice, and the impulse. 
to defend it. Tbese things being the stake, IbAl. 
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for them, aDd throw boldly, SlJ. Kri.hna, and as 
results, take whatevu may ehance to come. .. Man 
has al".y. the rilht to 'Nork: man haa DO r ight '0 
the results of "ork," ia as much the heart a~d core 
of the Gfla, as ,I'Thou bast DO right to succus if 
thou art not also equaJ to failure," is of Stoicism. 
In application the two doctrines' KeD:! identical, but 
we have only to read, in order to see the advantage 
which the idea of .May., .pve, to tbe Indian thinker. 
Clear, sharp, incisi '/e n cbisel·strokes, are the 
utterances of Epictetus: like thunderbolts out of a 
tropical night the words of Krishna. 

The Glta, however, does not consist of a single 
chain of reasouinr. moving in definite progression 
from beginning to end. Ratber is the same tbing 
said over and over again, in as many different ways 
as possible. Sometimes even a form of words is 
repealed, as if nothiJ!g lftattered save to make the 
meaning clear. There is ample scope here for the 
digressive cnergy of aB:c", or which the outcome is 
the richly.woven texture, ~t here and there with 
those lilrangely-c:ut Oriental jewels, which' must 
remain amongst the greatest recorded words or 
religion to all time. 

But readers will completely miSI the · sense oC 
the Gild who permit themselves to Corget its first 
ringing \Vords : "Yidd not to UDJ!1&Dliness.O son 
of Pritha I III doth it become thee. Shake off this 
base weakness, and' arise, 0 terror of foes '" The 
book is nowhere a call to leave tbe world. but 
everywhere an interpretation of eomm6n life as the 
path to that which lies beyond .. Better fot; .. man 
is his own duty, however b&dJy done, than th duty 
of another, though that be euy. It .. Holding gain 
aod loss as one, prepare lor /lallle." That the !:dan 
who thr&ws away his weapooa, and peftDits himself 
to be alain, unresisting, in the battle, i. ,,~the hero 
of rd,ion, but .. sluggard ao.d .. CO'W¥d; that the 
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true Her is he who carries bis vision into action, 
regardless of 'tbe consequences to himself; this is 
Q;le doctrine of the Gna, repealed again and agw(]. 
The bpok is really a battle-cry. Spirituality is with 
it no Tetr~at from men and tbing., but a burning 
fire of Ir.nowled~ that destroys bondage, consumes 
sluggishm:ss,and t'goism, and penetrates evc:rywhen:. 
Nnt the withdrawn, but the transfigured life, radiant 
with power and energy, triumphant in its selfle!>s-
ness, is religinn. " 

The Gila is to-day the gospel 01 the Indian 
Revival. And never was book so well suited to 
such function. For its eight~n chaplers are Ihe 
expression of an overwhelming national vitality. It 
is as true of peoples as 01 individuals, that when 
the age is full and rich, living is apt to nutrun 
knowing. It is then that large questions press for 
solutio(]. Great areas of' e)!~rience require to be: 
related to their common centre and to each other. 
And so pre-eminently dl?eS' the Gila do this, that 
the Mussulman and 1'he Christian can sit indif
ferently with the Hindu to gather its interpreta
"tions_ 

The nature of all faith, the relation of all worship 
to worshipped and worshipper, the dr-pendence of 
knowledge on non-attachment under all ils forms: 
·it is with problems like these, nnd 0.01 with any 
particular CrnJo, that the Gtta. concerns itself. It is 
at once therefore tbe smailest and most comprehen
sive of the scriptures of the world. 

That indifference to res~lts is the condition of 
effident action is the first point in ilf philosophy. 
But there is no doubt that the action shoul;t toe 
strenuous. Let every muscle be hard, every limb 
well.knit, let the mind sweep the whole hori:z:on of 
fact; with fbe reins in han~ the fiery sleetis under 
control, witlt the whole battlltfield in view, and the 
wil1 of th~ hero lifted high to strike for luaticc, 
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, Arise! .. thupdel"5 tbe voke of Sri Kriilhna, .. andt 
be thou an apparent cause I " 

It is the supreme imperative. Play thy wliole 
part in the drama of time, devoting eve~ energy, 
concentrating the whole force. "& the Ignorant 
act from selfish motives, so should the wise man act, 
unselfishly." 

Jus t as the child sees the suo above his head, and 
the eartb beneath his feet, distinguishing himself 
Crom both, while to the man of science. sun, planet, 
and child are all !single points in a !l:reat ocean of 
force-matter, absolutely continuous from its «ntre 
to its Carthest bounds, so to us all, in the 
sense-plane of thought, God, soul, and relation 
exist. Having reached that truth, however, which 
is the Beatific: Vision , anyone of them will seem 
the whole, for all conception of limitation will be 
blotted out. As w~ o!rselves are seen to be but 
light transronned i as thought and perception, life 
and motion, sun and planet, are all but different 
manifestations of a something that we call Solar 
Energy, so God, self, and universe, are now 
known to be only distinctions made by SCJI!K: 

in • that one, Rrahman. "the immortal and im· 
mutable, the e te rnal substance, and the unfailing 
Bliss." 

Anaccountof such a vision gives us the culminating 
chapter of the GUA. Krishna suddenly bursts forth 
on. the sight of his astonished worshipper as tbe 
Universal Form, in Whom all that exists in one. 
Characteristically Indian in expression, full of the 
blal:e and terror of the cosmos, this great ~ne can 
o.ly perhaps be thoroughly appreciated by a 
Western mind if it has first ulldcrstood something 
of the craving that it fulfils , caught some flash may. 
be oll!he radiance it describes. Ye~if the rest 9 
the GttA were destroyed, this one .eh~pter mig~t 
w4 ita place, for it makes aU i", logic actuaJ. 
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AJjuna'. single sight becomes the sacrament of a 
whole world'. hope:. 

It was midnight when I reached Thaneswar. 
The fieq:e white light of a tropical moon bathed the 
great common in front, where only trees and bushes, 
with their coal-black shadows, could be seen, and 
Dot a single buman habitation was in sight. Behind, 
the d1lr.·buogalow lay in darkness, and the train by 
which I had come bad passed on long ago into the 
night. One was alone on the Plain of Kurukshetra 
with three thousand years. 

But the s ilence did not remain unbroken. Clear 
and distinct on the still ai r rose the accents of the 
immortal dialogue. " Man has the right to work; 
man has no right to the fruits of work," said, once 
more, the divine Charioteer. Yet many a memorable 
battle bas been fought, India ,.herself has heard a 
thousand dialogues, preacIiing the t ruths of the 
Bhagavad Glta.. Why, asked my heart, does oDe 
come to this spot ? For '"What thing, above all 
others, does the world retnember Kurukshetra ? 

And then I saw why, never 10 (orget. Kuruk
sherra was the place of the Great Vision, the field 
of the Divine Illumination of Arjuna. 



CHAPTER XIV 

ISLAM IN INDIA 

TilE single continent of the Old World, outside the 
forests of Africa, is broadly divisible into the agricul
tural valleys of the East, the sands and steppes of 
the pastoral belt, and the countries of the European 
coast-line-and the !!eog\aphical division is strangely 
correspondent to the history of its morOiI develop
ment. Civilisation and. religion are born amongst 
peasants, bccome aggres si~'t: amcngst sailors, and are 
passed from one to the other by the nomad races of 
the desert strip. 

F"or adequate culture·histories of Venice, Genoa, 
and the Crusades, the world is still waiting. When 
they are written, men will be astonished to learn 
both how completely Europe is indebted to Asia, and 
also how fae the Semitic-races have been in modem 
times the stewards of that debt. 

It has been administered through the Jew as well 
as the Mussulman. But the Jew was the spiritual 
heir of Egypt, and as such could not individualise 
the desert pure and simple. His religious ideas 
were too comple:z, his social system too exdusive, 
his national sentiment too unfixed. When he ceased 
to be I. peasant io' Syria, the world "as before hirg 
as ~olar and trader. 

1\ the Arab, on the other hand,. belonged the 
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shifting constancy of the desert sand.. No lUxury 
of clta could fire him with ambition to leave home 
and kin~red, ·the scanty fare and hardy contests of 
bis yo~th, that he miCht eat well and sleep soft 
amongst aliens. To this day tbe seamen in the Red 
Sea or the Indian Ocean wiu pass those curious, 
square-sailed .boats known as Arab dbows, and will 
carelC!lsly shout their bearings in answer to the 
inquiry of the navigators within, who are steering 
their way on the ocean as they would across the 
desert, by the position of the sun. But these bonts 
arc rude merchantmen merely, not emigrant vessels. 
They arc goillg out, only that they may return and 
enrich their own people with the benefits of trade. 
When the Arab of old did set his eyes upon the 
capitals of the world it was to possess them. He 
went forth io his armies, takipg his kindred ·with 
him, and seated himself in \heir palaces, upon their 
thrones. And yet the city where that idea of his 
owo solidarity was born wl"ticll enabled the Mussul
man to ignore petty feuds for a great unifying idea, 
was the open port of its day and place, and the 
Prophet himself was more travellod thaa m os,t of 
his coatemporaries. It is always so. Behind the 
rise of a world-swaying idea there is always the 
sentiment of the advancement of truth, the impulse 
to assimilate all that is newest aod best in foreign 
influences; there is always, too, the power of out_ 
look in more than common degree. Mohammed had 
reached his burtling tenderness for his own people, 
and his coulICiousocas of a national perple~ity, by 
direct contact with Syrian market-places aJl.d 
Byzantine townsfolk. Long talks beside the carav1i.o 
fires at night with meD of many different nations, 
had given him his education, setting dim tbcughts 
,,"ld mighty I~gings vagueJyastir within bim. It 
it;. difficult fol' the modem world to realise ,the 
largeuas of Plimitive thougbt and personality, We 
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fed that we have triumphed mightily ill the ioven. 
tion of tbe s team-engine and the railway train . .; and 
Ita, along one line, we have. We (orget,Aoweve .. 
tbat hen~eforth the lc:ader of our travel is t~ be a 
mere mecbanic, managing a f~w · c'og-w~Js. and 
superintending water and coal. Once Upoll • tilllA!, 
in the same capacity, he was something of patriarch, 
savant, poet, and sbip's captain all in one. 

Similarly of the personal courage required in war, 
and the breadth of nature--painting in early literature. 
The progress of time aod thought meana the dete
rioration of these qualities. No modern poet can 
speak of the sunset like a Red Indian. No user of 
MaJ:im guns has the personal prowess o f an old· 
time pirate. Strong individuality is demanded by 
undev~loped, unregimented conditi,oos, and later 
civilisation is only a spedalisation upon this, grow
ing by degrees more subfte aod detailed, in which 
the man has orten lost in proportion as the insti tution 
has gained. 

Dep.th of observation, vatlness and nobility of 
hope, and wealth of assimilated ell:perience--all, in 
short"that constitutes essential education-are often 
but in versely proportioned . to literacy. Therefore 
there is no room for the library-and-museum learned 
of the twentieth century to refer ~o a camel·driver 
of the se\'enth as ignorant. The Proph~t Mohammed 
can have been nothing of the sort. With rare beauty 
and s weetness of nature, he combined social and 
political genius, towering maQhood, and an intellec
tual culture of no me:m kind. As has so orten been 
the pse with the ini tiator,: of new faiths, he was in 
a spt1:iaJ sense the blOSSOm of the old, for not only 
were his family the guardians. of the Kaa~ht but 
his (athes bad been intended in his childhood to be 
a sacrifice to the gods, and Mohammed "'a~ 1,0 dill, 
son, yrly orphaned. Indeed, had he;-belooge4 to 
~ en, but Mecca, the pilgrim<entrc of.r.he '~.I!:biall 



214 THE WEB OF INDIAN LIFE" 

peninsula, he could not possibly have seell the 
htami.ing of Q1e whole Arab people within bis aingle 
lifetime. 

W .. think of the Prophet too much aa theprucher 
of a religion, too Iiule as the maker of a nationality. 
We hear the Name of God so frequently that we 
forget the love of humanity that is taught. We fail, 
iu short, to understand the Asiatic character both of 
messenger and mesuge. 

lD tbe Ollftle of God, the ColQpas~iooate. tbe Mercllill. 

But tile word that follows argues little enough, at 
least in early days, about the Unity of God. After 
all, this is a fact that we recognise instinctively. No 
man, least of all the dweller in the desert, in his 
heart believes that God is two. The Prophet's first 
task is to give life and vil;ourto this supreme intui
tion by malting it only the starting-point of a search· 
ing appeal to conscience, lWl Authoritative condemna
t ion of in sincerity alJJ evil custom, and terrible 
pictures of judgment .:md hell-lire. In all this he 
must only have uttered what was already in the air. 
Social life in Arabia must have been r ipe for 
change. The sacredness of property, the protection 
of childhood, aDd the fixing of woman's status, had 
already doubtless been fei! as necessities by good 
men of all tribes and cities. But thc giganticpo'A'cr 
of J;XIDviOion that could use these very rerorms as 11 

.mClaDS of welding the scattered and divided kin 
sbips into a single brotherhood, fired with a commOD 
purpose or righteousness and armed with the mighty 
;weapon of a diviDe mi!'sion_lhis was the sole !light 
of ooe wbose boyhood had been spent among the 
sheepfolds, a nd whose manhood had known the
solitary walQh, with the awful trance or rl!\>elatioD, 
in the mQuntm caves. 

From on~point of view, Islam represents _ ~ Iran· 
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aition between Asia and Europe. An 'Asiatic people 
takes on the consolidation, the mobility, and the 
militarism of a European State. It anticipates the 
West in so doing by many a century. It accom
plishes the Napoleonic task or destroying tb~Persian 
and Byzantine empires, and setLing itself up in their 
place; and yet, ioasmuch as it does aU tbis in the 
strength of an idea, inasmuch as its sanction lies in 
one man's super.conscious inspiration, it remains at 
heart profoundly Asiatic. 

The relation between the master and his disciples 
is always one of the most vital elements in the life 
of Asia. In this case, who:e nations are the 
disciples of a single mao. They are taken into his 
kindred. They form his family. They strive to 
approximate 10 his method of life--in dress, food, 
manners, even to some extent ·in laoguage. When
ever they pray, they pEce themselves mentally in 
Arabia. Such facts make religion in the East a 
malter of enormous ~o~al consequence. The con
vert in India immediatc:l¥ changes his style of 
cookery. One can eat a dinner in that count!"y, 
Hindu, Mohammedan, Parsi,Jain, Jewish, Christian 
or !'uddhist in kind; but assuredly without chang. 
ing his food no man could be held to have sincerely 
changed his faith. It is inevitable, therefore, that 
communities which accept the creed of Islam should 
become Arabised in every possible way. . 

This does not mean, however, that they sboull\ 
remake the desert. Mohammed's whole polity. 
made towards settled and industrial conditions. · Hi!i 
last great speech, in iobic:h he gathers all his people 
toeether, knowing not ifhe shall ever again addrcu 
them, remillds them of the sacredness of private 
property. and the rights ol women, s lavc" and 
childrw.. Nor was there any barbaJiism about tbe 
Mohammedan empires of the next sit or seve! 
ccnlaic&. Western Asia did not fait. to build itself 
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UPOD the arb u, .. le Roman Empin=, did not fail to 
.... imilate Hellenic: c:ullure, and to dilplay an 
oritical impetus in science, £rom the blending of 
Greek ~d Oriental elements: The history of the 
great Spanish schools is too well known to need 
comment. The splendours ofthe Abbasside Caliphs 
at Ba.ghdad were weU borne out by the Ommiades 
at Cordova, and an architecture that deserves to be: 
the wonder of the world was the fruit of Saracenic 
civilisation. The blasting of Perlia, Syria, and 
Alia Joiinor, would seem to bave been the work of 
the Mogul invasiolls of Genghis Khan and Tamer· 
lane. in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. 
These invasions lound throug h the pages of history 
like irruptions of subterranean forces. They were 
limilar to, but incomparably vaster than, those 
whicb brought about the sack of Rome by Alaric 
and Genseric, and which ie .\· the city and Campagna, 
under the guardianship of monks, to lhe insidious 
decay of many centuriCli. '~e:geographica l position 
,f the Eternal City and ker surroundings was, how· 
ever, aome protection, whereas the Eastern 
,rovwces were exposed to the tramp and rc-tramp 
of every hostile (orce_ Gibbon says of Genghis 
Khan tbat he destroyed in (our days what five 
hundred- years had not sufficed to restore. The 
common statement that the blighting of Asia Minor 
bas been the ~ork of .Mohammedanism may there
f!=lre be put down to hiatorical ignorance ~nd 

~ theological prejudice. 
The utmost stigma that can attach to Saracenic 

governmeots has been that they have not had the 
energy and patience to bend themselves in s.ch 
cues to the incredible task of beginning all over 
again the work of civilisatioo aDd polity_ But are 
1-hey peculja.r'":in tbis? Would France, Eogand, or 
ltal,-were tbe past blotted out, and all ~veteign 
aDd rapollslb1e perlons removed. as at a sIngle 
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blow-show more courage, iliOn: persistence, than 
the Arab or the Turk? The very grandeur of che' 
~ities that bad vanished would add to the,J1opdess 
inactivity of the generations that found themsc:lves 
crphaned and despoiled, An additional factor in 
the case is-not the genius of Islam, whose purely 
destructive and dcsolatiog tendencies may .t least 
be questioned by those who have seen its work in 
India, but-the oature of al l conquests. The whole 
opportunity of a conqueror lies in tbe 10yaJ sub-
mission of himself to the past of the conquered. 
Failing this, the structure that he rears must be, if 
Dot dcatructive, at least evanescent No power 
remains at its height for ever; and in this decline, 
the ability to guard with de<:ency and Itabili ty what 
it has created, preserving the hope .ahd possibility 
of resurrection, wiJI-de}A'nd esactly on tbe amount 
of force that was put into that creation. 

It is a curious fact tl'!at from the Panhenon to 
the T(lj Mahal, the appearance of a memorable 
national art has always been coeval wi tb the eltiat
ence of a powerful centralising c:onsciousnelS. 
Perftlcs adorned Athens with the tribute of the 
Greek States. Ancient Rome wal decorated with 
the troph ies of the world. Medi~vaJ cathedrals 
and town-halls grew out of the vigoroul craft and 
municip<ll solidarity. ,Florence and the Vatican 
were the blossoms of the Church. The commercial 
ne:zus of Venice was an empire wide as the planeL 
The diggers of Buddhist cave.temples in India, aDd 
the builders of Indo-Saracenic palaces and tombs, 
.li~ worked under tbe shadow of imperial thrones, 
which articulated for them the enthusiasm of the 
wholeness of things. 

But _hat or II. flower without leaf, atfm pd r-oot 1 
Times of. blossom arc few and far bet.een, at lC2Sj 
equaAy lacred and important is the' CII~f maintain
ina an.incrc.aaUl R: the common life. Even sdwith 
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un: growth of nations. The humble, mole-like work 
><:>f ~eveloping civiJilOatiOD through the daily life and 
the simple home, is stm more important than the 
epheme&l glory of an age of ezploitation, and the 
persisten~of a nationality is assuredly proportionate 
to the degree in which it represents the utmost of 
such uoseen, steady, and joyous co-operation 
amongst its members. 

It may be charged indef!d against the flying 
squadrons of the desert that of such slow-aecumu~ 
lat ing toil they brought too little to the making of 
R!lghdad, and the ruling of Damascus. It may be 
urged that in the stimulating union of . Chinese, 
HUldu, Persian and Hellenic elements, over which 
the Arab there reigned supreme, there was too little 
intensity of culture and research; that the regal 
race was content to fumit':! its universities with 
translations only of the foreign texts on which so 
much of their learning was ~~sed; that there was 
too mark.ed a tendency lP tlespise the associations 
of its Subjects; too great a readiness to build its 
OWt\ mosques out of the rums of their palaces; and 
finally, that to a struggle so easy, an end ,was 
inevitable, a decay as long and inglorious as its 
triumph had been brilliant and short-lived. Such 
arguments may be true, but the ir truth constitutes a 
reproach against aU conquests, not a stain 00 the 
Arab faith. 

.. 
No ooe can stand and face the ruins behind the 

Kutb-Minar· at Delhi, no one can realise, e"en 
dimly, the beauty of Persian poetry, without under
atanding tha"Arab, Slav, Afghan, and Mogul came 
\0 India as !)le emissaries of a culture different 

• KUlb.MiDaJ: •• &!DO'" t01l'_ or miu.artl. about denL JDilIlll 
frQID Q..!bi. . 
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indeed (rom, but not less imposing tdan, that of thf) 
people of the soil. The arches in the broken screen 
of Altamish, as it is called, which are aU that rell1jlin~ 
of a mosque of tbe twcJrth century. are as ~rfect in 
taste and devotional feeling as anything in the 
Gothic. The complete building ,must have lacked 
somewhat in weight and solidity, but it was not the 
work. of ruffians and barbarians, nor were the men 
who thronged to it {or prayer, mere lovers of wanton 
destruction. 

A H indu historian would have the erst right to 
chant the preaD of the Mussulman faith, for it was 
upon Akbar, a sovereign of that creed, that th:: 
inspiration dawned to make a nation and a nation
ality out of the peoples of modern India. 

The sixteenth century in Europe has been known 
as the era or great kings. w X. or the Pap:l.cy, 
Charles V.or the emp:t'e, Henry IV. of France. and 
Elizabeth of England, are amongst the strongef'il 
personalities to wholll t,t. rones were ever given. And 
ir we take the EngliSh Toudors alone, we shan find 
(our notable figures, with strong policies of tbeir 
own, out of the five members or that dynasty. About 
th~ last two, there is, however, ODe peculiarity. 
Even those who sympathise most strongly witb the 
Catholic Queen would probably recognise that it was 
well for the country that Elizabeth reigned after 
her, and not before. ~ew would dispute the greater 
statesmanship, and more synthetic characte r of the 
policy, of the lauer of these two sovereigns. 
Indeed the fact is well enough proved by the loyalty 
and enthusiasm with which her Catholic subjects 
upited with the Protestant to repel the Spanish 
Armada. 

The history of India, from the middle or the m. 
teentlt to the end of the seventCClth centuries, 
displaY' a curious parallelism and 4=otftrast to tiftS 
of -E'nglaDd during the suteenth. The reign of 
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Akbar W&8 co£temponry with that of EJizabeth, 
ind, witb a stiD grCA~r statesmanship and breadth 

.:P mind and heart, he undertook to inaugurate a 
vot national, .1$ distinguiahed from a sectarian 
policy. rew indeed of tbe world's monarchs have 
ever used 'so mar.rcllous an opportunity with such 
wisdom and magnanimity as this Emperor of Delhi. 
An almost equal sympathy witb the speculations of 
all religions, a deep understanding and admiration 
of the old Indian sYfitem, with a desire only to 
complete and elttend, never to nullify it; a love of 
everything that was national, with a habit of striking 
swiftly .Iud pardoning giCllerously- nil these qualities 
gave Akbar a place in the hearts of his subjects 
which makes -" Sc:cuodra, the Great," a sufficient 
name for him to this day. He: had been born in a 
Rajput household, and his greatest act, after the 
modelling of his administi'\tiOll on the ancient 
"dharmma," was the marrying oC a Hiodu princess, 
and making her the mother'qf the heir-apparent. 
Aurungzeeb was the first rf Its successors who was 
not Indian in this complete sense, of having had a 
Mussulman father and a Hindu mother. 

Akbar's three immediate descendants-Jehangir, 
his son, Shah Jehan, his grandson, and Aurungzeeb, 
hia great-grandson-were all men of marked ability. 
They retained intact the empire which his genius 
bad consolidated. But unfortunately, of them all, 
Aurungzccb's was tbe sectarian and somewbat 
narrowly devotional temperament of the Englisb 
Catholic queen, better fitted to make him a saint of 
Islam than welder of the Indian nationality; and 
Shah Jeban alone had a genius of administntion 
comparable to hi! grandfather's of initiation. fn 
other words, India bad the misfortune in her own 
calC to ace Elizabeth succcroed, not prcccdr-.d by 
.... ry. 

Such were tLe four great Moguls, whose unt-cd 
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reigns began two years before the attession of 
Elizabeth, and ended at the date of the Parliamentary 
union of ElIglalld and Scotland, scarcely yet ~o' 
hundred years ago. Their Tartar blood./;or they 
came of the race of Tamerlane. gave them unflagging 
energy and perseverance. Their Mohammedan 
faith gave them strength and simplicity of creed, 
unexhausted by the three hundred years' adhesion 
of their tribes. Their soldierly origin gave tbem 
tbe power to adopt tbe ruder side of military life at 
a moment's notice, while, at the same time, all their 
habits and associations imposed on them the power 
and means of unequalled splendour. Such were 
they all; but of them all, Akbar s tands unrivalled 
in liberal s tatesmanship. and Shah Jehao in personal 
genius. 

In the hands of this last monarch the unity of 
India became a vilibl!' fact, symbolised by the 
dazzling beauty of his building, and even Leo X. 
mus t give way to hirlt for taste. Now it was the 
Taj, raising its stately heal! above its jewelled walls 
and lace-carved windows of white marble, in incon
solable Jove and sorrow. Again, it was the Pearl 
Mosque of Agra, vast in proportion and a!most un
adorned, in severity of creamy stooe, of suo-steeped 
court, and shadowed aisles and sanctuary, Yet once 
more some dainty palace or exquisite oratory, the 
baths of an empress or .the hall of audience of a 
king, testi6ed to the fact that a lord of artists sat 
upoo the throne. But it was not only in white 
marble that Shah Jehan gave the reins to his pride 
in the Indian soil aod the Indian pe9ple. He bu:lJt 
the modern Delhi, with her rt:d watls, her broad 
streets, and her magnificent fortress. He made the 
peacock throne, of gold and jewels, which was re
movJto Persia by Nadir Shah a t.m.dred yelllJ 
late'" He and his COil" and'bouschoW were coUcc
tou of choice hooks and pictures. Agd, ti.ke all the 
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Moguls. he Was himselC a past master in the art of 
Hluminating manuscripts. 

Not the JUlt part of the beauty of bis buildings 
1ies in the acoustic properties of their d6mes, which 
act as bells, taldpg up every whisper and groan that 
may sound bela" them, and making it into music in 
the height above. There is no voice so harsh or 
vulgar that it is not in their presence made rich and 
harmonious; and if any poor old Mussulman be 
asked why every mosque is domed, he will answer 
in bewilderment that be can only suppose that it is 
to make the name of AJlah ref;ollnd again and 
again. 

In all this Shah Jehan proved hirnselfthe monarch, 
not of some section, but of all his subjects, and as 
6uch he is regarded by India to this day. He 
might not be in active sYlipatby with every phal'e 
of the popular creeds, but there is none who is cut 
off from sympathy With him ... The enthusiasm that 
spoke in his works it d'eeply understood. His 
addit ion of a third style to the architectural glories 
of the country is never forgotten. And it is still 
remembered by the people that, according to the 
unanimous voice of history, India was never 50 well 
administered as in his day. 

The Mohammedan brought roses into India . 
.. Tney are of the caste of the emperors," said a 
Hindu, sitting ncar, as two beggars came into my 
verandah in a "southern province and offered me 
these flowers, f' they are of the caste of the emperors. 
Even their begging is that of kings!" 

The r-cmar,t: , is significant of a liberalising in~ 

fluen~ upon social usage wherever the Mokul 
Empire has penetrated; for orthodox Hinduism is 
perhaps a lit~e too barren of alllu::lury, a Ivtle too 
U1uch hemmed~in by strict requirements and con· 
sideration 01 'he hilhest, motives. "The We~," it 
has ~ said, "has mastered the knowledge.of the 
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ways and means of life, and this the East may-well· 
accept from her." !ldohammedanism is much more .. 
than a half-way house towards the point at wlticll 
such kllowltdge becomes possible. It is e»en said 
sometimes by Hindus that no gen.tleman can fulfil 
the requirements of modern Jifc -1lnless he have a 
Mohammedan 6Crvant. 

The very courtesy of Mohammedan bearing speaks ' 
of palaces and of military life. Were India an in
dependent country, her most important embassies 
would doubtless be filled by Mos lems. 'The act o( 
salutation is almost as a devotion amongst the sons 
and daughters o( Islam. The pause of reverence, 
the evident depth of feeling with which the hand of 
the elder is lined by the younger to the forehead 
and then kissed, the beautiful words, "Salaam alai
kum !" (" Peace b~.un~ you! "), which accompany 
a bow-all these thmgs are the tokens 01 a culture 
01 humanity which eroduces a depth of sympathy 
and tenderness not un"orthy of that Prophet whose 

.burllillg love of God (oun(! no adequate expression 
Save in the love and service of man. It is a 
hWllanity in which 5tH! breathes the fragrance of 
that great pastoral peace of desert and steppe which 
is the living force and unity of the whole Moslem 
world, however the accidents of time or place may 
seem to br:trl\Y it. The patriarch seated at his tellt 
door welcoming s trangers,loving and just in his deal
ings with wives and kindred, trustc4 and revered by 
all his tribe, and giving his very heart, as is the 
fashion of the meD or Is lam, to . little cb.ildten, 
is an integral imagination o( the'. race. There 
is· nothing in the world so passionately tender 
as a Hindu motber, unless it be a Mobaibmedan 
father. 

It is this human aspect o( tbe Arab'ailh that pr ... 
~ us (or its prosclyti4ing power in India. It 
represents to the low·caste Hindu wilat the Budd. 
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hist orders OUCt; represeoted--a perfeet democracy, 
in wbich stains of birth, of blood, of occupation, are 
,tJl.blotted out by the uneranee of the formula of 
fratemiW, "There is no God but. God, and 
Mohammed is his Prophet." However low and 
degraded was a dian's put, he may now be and do 
whatever he desires and can, The word" Sheikh" 
prefixed to his name i.ndicates that he comes of a 
family SO adopted by conversion; and the vast 
majority of Mobamrnedar. cultivalOrs, boatmen, and 
builders in India, are thus Hindu by blood and io
stinct, and Moslem by creed. The gods of the old 
faith become the saints or f4 pita to of the new. They 
pray at their tombs 10 the dead, as well as jor them, 
and are rega.rded indulgently by the orthoda}:; and 
learned of their Dew faith as illiterate, and therefore 
superstitious. That brotherhood which is talked of 
by Christianity is reaJised I5'y Islam. The message 
of the Prophet is a message of humanity and 
freedom to the whole race 0' ntan. 

Most religions have tvlo phases: one the Puritan, 
and the other the ornate. The Puritan side 01 Islam 
finds e~prelSsion in the Sunni s ect, and the ol-¥ate 
aspect in the Shiah. It is the Shiahs who com
memorate the Caliph Ali and the deaths of Hassan 
and HussaiD. They carry the tombs of the martyrs 
in procession at the Mohurrum, and whenever they 
are b~rcaved they mourn for the family of Ali instead 
of for their own. Geographically, the Shiahs ilre 
Persian, and in' India are most numerous in Bengal 
and round Lucknow. The stemer and narrower 
teachings of SunDI·ism formed the royal faith of 
Delhi. and Hyderabad. Bc.sides these, there i. a 
third sect of Mohammedanll in India, known as the 
W~h.abi. Thill is described somewhat .. tirieally as 
~e religiol) of those who had one parent a ·Shiah, 
and the othena Sunni. It is in fact a mode~ re
form. A.Ji &fIIODgst Hindus, however, hill particwar 
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shade 01 religion is • matter of the individual's own 
choice, and the women are even mo~ pronounced 
than tbe men, regarding personal doctrinal convic
tioll. 

The influence of the Indian environment is felt, 
further, in many of the social devdopmenta of the 
Islamic community. It is not ·unnatur.rthat there 
should be a great 'aptitude for the formation of 
castes, and a stefl! rcCusal to break bread :with those 
who are not of the chosen group. In other direc
tions also there is an approximation of custom. 
Many Mussulman families in Bengal would turn 
with horror from the eating of beef. The wife 
insists that her own hands and no others shall cook 
the food eaten by the husband. The re-marriage of 
widow!> is discountenanced by the highest standards 
of taste, and in the royal family of Delhi the life of 
a widowed princess 'lfas tpc:nt exactly like that of a 
Hindu woman who had lost her husband-in 
austerity, prayer, and" swdy. Finally, that hymn 
to the Ganges which is amotfg the first lhings learnt 
by a Hindu child, was written three or four 
centuries ago by a Mussulman. 

On its divine side, ignoring thOle dim reaches or 
Sufi-ism which only tbe saints allain, and where all 
saints, of all failhs, are at onc, ignoring, too, all 
sectarian differences as between Sunnis and Sbishs, 
Islam stands in India as another name for bltallti, or 
the melting love of God. In tbe soags orthe people 
tbe Hindu name of Han; and the Mohammedan 
Allah are inextricably blended, and as one listens to 
the boatmen singing while they mend their nets, 
one.cannot distinguish the bymn from the poem of 
love. 

It was Mohato~d'. realisation of (;(,d'. love for 
man, hot;rever little he may have put i"into words, 
that wrilJed tbrough the Ar.lb world,.-Jd drew tbe 
tribes' D , one ..... to fiaht beneath bi .. ~ner. His 
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was no triumph of the (ear and majesty of God. 
Five times every day, after his ablutions, does the 
pi0us Mohammedan turD towards Mecca aod say: 

Pralie be to Gild, the Lord of tb. .. wodo. 
Tb. .. I;Ompauionat .. , Ib .. mrrciful. 
King ni tbe d"Y'oi j,dgmelll I 
Tb. ...... e .. on hip. lind The.. we uk for belp. 
G"ide IU ia tbe .tralghl WilY, 
Tile WII)' of those to ,"hom Tbou art S"r;o.ciolll; 
Not of tb03C upoa wbolD il Thy "ratb, Dor of the e:rriDll;. 

And again: 

Say: He Is aile God I 
God tbe Etu.,;o.I. 
He begenelb. n OI, "01' 1$ be;:oUe.,; 
Nor is th...-e ODe like '"ltO Him. 

The prayer aDd creed, for all their ring of pride 
and awe, are not the wor~s of bealen s laves, but of 
loved and loving children, coofident of the depth of 
that mercy whereto they appeal. Something there 
was indeed in the fierCe ethical passion of 
Mohammed, the basis 'or his piercing appeal to the 
conscience of tJis people, whict! might look like 
terrorism. If all men knew of hell and judfment, 
he said, what be did, there would be little laughter 
and much weeping amongst them. But all this ill 
on behaU of conscience and the voice of righteous
ness. A nature itself so radiant in compassion for 
women, for the poor, for s laves, and for dumb beasts, 
could not long remain in contemplation of the 
terrors of the Divine. Throughout the creation he 
')ees one I.aw writ large. II Verily my compassi~ 
J)vcrcometh my wrath," aad Mohammed, who believes 
in aus terity. but Dot in self-mortification. feels all 
the passion of the Flagellant, as_he utters the word 
I sIOlN. or u~termost aurreDder oT·ad{ to we Truth 
that is ill Gl'd. 



CHAPTER XV 

AN INDIAN PILGRIMAGE 

THE old roads of Asia are the footways of the 
world's ideas. There is a camei-traek that crosses 
the desert from Egypt into" Sooria," broken at the 
Suez Canal by a ferry. What road in Europe, 
Roman or barbarian, ean compare In charm. and 
pathos with this sanfJy ~th? On it we might yet 
see a woman carrying a child on the back of an ass, 
and an old man leading them, even as the legends 
picture the Flight of tht HoJy Family. By. it long 
ago marched the armies of-Egypt to meet those of 
Assyria in destructive conflict on the borders of 
Israel. By it Judea senl the streams of her burning 
thought and fi erce ethical emotion to Alexandria, 
before Christianity was born. 

Similarly, all over India, away from her ancient 
bigh roads , aDd thrown like a network across her 
proudest Himalayas , are liftle thread-Jike paths like 
this.--ways made indeed by the feet of men, but 
worn far deeper by the weight of impelling 
ideas than by the footprints of the toil·stained 
crowds. . 

Such roads must once have connected ClJilla with 
Kallbmir. Afgh~tan. always a pro'Yint:e of India. 
must 'tY just suth paths have sent ita "andering 
merebants with nuts and raisios , to !be. Soutb, q 
lonaa&'o as t,be ,days of Solomon. !:ven now it is 
by wAl.~pavcd~.dccp"trodden. thlt tke lon~·baired 
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gOat. scramble down with their loads through the 
snowy delilea from Bokhlra and Tbi,bet, to be 
aflearcd in the sunny valley of the Jhelum, and 
{umist wool for its famous shawla. Wbich comes 
first, we wonder, commerce or pilgrimage, the trade 
route or the paUner'.s path? W ould it not appear 
that the utilities of C%chaoge draw men from tbeir 
homes to points organically related, and docs it not 
seem reasonable to believe that associations of 
beauty, arising spontaneously at place after place 
on the line of march, give birth to the notion of 
religious privilege and obligation in making a return 
to particular spots? 

At any rate, it is certain that behind sancti ty of 
pilgrimage lies admiration of place, of art, even of 
geographical significance, Benares in the North, and 
Conjeeveram· in the Sout~, ar- loved and visited in 
India {or the same reason as Durham or Cologne 
amongst ourselves. They a'iC cathedral dties, rich 
in architecture, in trea~url, and in the associatioos 
of saints and scholars. Jagannath t is placed where 
it is, for sheer beauty of the sea, and perhaps a little 
also for the old cosmopolitan grandeur of the- port 
through which flowed the Eastern trade.. Allahabad 
is sacred, because there two mighty rivers join their 
waters, making her the strategic key to two vast 
basins, inhabited by diflerent races, with diverse 
traditions, hopei, and folk·lore. It is the solemn 
beauty of the Himalayas that makes them the refuge 

• CoajeeYenlll._A to'Ol'D ill the Madru PM\idMley, .. bleb 
eQlltaills !IOIIIO of tbe alOSI beautiful specimen. 01 Dravidian 
arc.biteetllT". Olte.<! called the S--ol the South. R&mmuja 
llvecl bano. and Sa .. karachuye. vmt.! U. 

t JaganDa!b.-Or JIIRCllnWh-1Amf of Ilia UIII.,.,ne. Tho 
famonl place of pllgrllll.,.. and tbe •• c.r of jlli,Ur"ath," 011 
the OO&I! of 0IUsa. at P!lrl. Tbb t_p1oI ~ iltillgalfohed for 

!!be act tbat aIl~utk .. , lopther 0I1t8 _aUld food. The 
__ 01 &11 m.o b the nljpMIa ida· wlUeli b udtiated 
with It. 
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efhoIy men. The four mOllt meritoriollipilgrimages· 
of the Hindus an: the four utreme pbintl of hulia 
_North, Soulb, East, aDd Weat-lr.nolVin£ .. hid,... 
the country ,must be kOOWll. The wonhiJ\oo{ the . 
Ganges, and the reverence that makes a Dekkan 
villager journey, as ao act of ~iety.. to look 00 the 
face of ooe who has seeD any of the aC,",CD aacred 
rivers, amongst people. less poetic, would be s imply 
ullcd the love of. place. How large an element in 
Hioduism ' is the folk-lore of the lcountryt To the 
IItudent who is looking for this, it .ppurs to be past 
.U computing. The Mababharata, the Ramayaoa, 
and the Puranas are to a great extent the outpouriog 
01 passionate fancy in local interpretation. 10 the 
story of Sari, the perfect wife; who can rni.5. the 
significance of the firty- two places in which fragments 
of the smitten body f~1I '1 .. And one finger fell in 
Calcutt.,·and that is ltill!he Kalighat. , . . And the 
tongue fell at Kangra (Jowalla Mukhi) in the North 
Punjaub, and appears ttl tilis day as licking tongues of 
fire, from underneath the g~und .••. And the lert 
hand fell at Benares , which is for ever Onllopurna, 
the Giver of Bread." No foreigner can UQdcrstand 
the ct'owding of associationa into these few scntences. 

Even the Pole Star has ita Indian myth in tbe 
legend of tbe cbild Dhrllwa, whOle heart was the 
atcadicit point in all the uQivcOIe. 

Nor is the historic element lacking, in this un
conscious worship of country. Li ke that of some 
Indian Bernadette is the story told at a beautiful 
Southern temple of a cowherd who had one cow that 
gave no milk. He followed her into the jungle, and 
fouad a natural lingam in the rod:, over which she 
poured her offering freely, of her OWn devotion • 

• .. Tt. (0111' pilgrim-cet," .. b.icb c:oD.*tl_t. tbe Hiadll 
oollllMl of pcrreaIO.ll . .... Kedu Nath 1.11 Ille ~=, .... 1.11 th' 
utterw Nartb: o.vu. N~ lD u.. W.I ; ___ bi 
tba Will. j &.lid ~ 61' JllUl.llatb la u.. 'EuL. 
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And, in pro~ of the occurnn~. does the temple 
altar. Dot comust to-day of that same lingam set in 
T.-ugh living rock? Of such stories the villages are 
full. .AS!;uredly, a deep and conscious Jove of place 
per:vades the wllole of the Iodian scheme. It has 
never been cal~ patriotism, only because it has 
never been defined 6y bounchtries of contrast; but 
the home, the village, the soil,,~nd, in a larger sense, 
the rivers, the mountains, and the country as a 
whole, are tbe objecta of an almost passionate 
adoration. And Dowhere arc: we more impressed 
by the completeness of Eastern idealism, than in 
this, its relating of itsdf t~ Nature. Norway, with 
ber brolr.cn crags and azure seas aQd sombre pines, 
her glacier-crowned mountains, and her island
dotted fjords, is surely beautiful. But Norway's 
memories are aJways of the heroes, and we miss 
tbose voices of the saints Glat 'grcct us a.t every tUrD 
in every part of India, ~rittany, windy and grey, 
storm·tost and boulder-sl!"ewll, is beautiful. Here 
too the miles are marked with rude Ca/vains, and 
the tales of the saints lie like her own moorland 
mists across the whole Breton land. But this 
Catholic sainthood Dtver reaches the stefb in
tt ilectual discipline: of Hinduism, and we long in 
vaill (or that mingling of mystic pa.ssion and 
philosophic freedom, where holiness merges intO 
scholarship, that at OIlCt distinguishts the Orient, 
and weds its racts and all their dreams to their own 
soil, It might almost have been S. Francis, but it 
is actually a Btogali poem of the people, that says: 

Ob. MotbH Eartb, patber st.,., 
8rother Wind, Friead Ligbt, 
Sweeth~art Water, 
He,. take "'1 last qlut .. tlou with folded bllDCl,1 
For u-d .. ,. r alii meUiIIo" a .. a,. LDto tbe SQ~ 
8bcatIu "'1 haart beca.rne pUrl!, 
ADd,u1 deluioll vaQiahad, ' 
Tb.r~"l[b the power of your cobd colllpaD1: 
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Dcaut/of platt translates itself -' the Indian 
consdousDCSS all God's cry to t~ soul. Had 
Niagara been situated on the· Ganges, it is odd to 
think how different would have been .its valuatitl!1'" 
by..humanitY. Instead of fa1ihiooabJe picnics and" 
railway pleasure_trips, the yearly or monthly incur. 
sion of worshipping crowds .• Iirsle.d of hotds. 
temples. Instead of ostentatious excess, austerity. 
Instead of the desire to harm:.!;! its mighty forces 10 
the chariot of human utility, the unresirainable 
long ing to lhtow away the body, and realise at once 
the ecstatie madness of Supreme Union.. Could 
contrast. be greater? 

It ·is commonly said th:lt H indus derive the idea 
of pilgrio,age from the: Buddhist worship of relics. 
But Itle psychological. aspects of the: custom make 
this ;:tppear unlikely. Doubtless the ~at commercial 
nexus of the Buddhist Qeriod made tranSp'ort easy, 
and thus strengthened and stimulated the lendency, 
just as railways hav, in modern times opened up 
the country, and cre"'te~ the possihility of a 
geographical sense amongst classes who in older 
days could not have aspired to travel far or often. 
But.-io its essence, the ins titution is so entirely an 
expression of love for the Motherland, that it 
must have been anterior to Buddhism by at least as 
much as the Aryan occupation of India. If one 
visits the Kennery caves, hi~den amongst the jungles 
to the north of Bombay, this fact is brought home to 
one. Here are a hundred and eight cells. cut out of 
the solid rock. They aTe grouped in pairs; each 
pair has its own water-supply; and, wherever the 
view is finest. wherever a glimpse can be caught of 
tb~ meeting-line -of sea and forest, there a staircase 
and seat will be found s~ially carved in the stone, 
for p~pose5 of contemplation. For Nature is the 
eternal fact, and the landscape froJ! this point ... 
tho.sand years argo was as beautifulls it is to.day. 
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Ellon shot.s at a glance that through ~entury 
aher. centuryt it bas been a holy place. The 
~l¢dhilt found it already so, and in due time the 
.MussulP'\l!In confirmed the ancient choke, by bring
ing his illustrious dead to lie in the mighty fane 00 
its hilllop. But .wby was it first selected? None 
who bas wakened tb the dewy freshness of its 
morning, Done who has gazed thence across the 
sea-like plain, can ask. To aU' eternity, while the 
earth remains what she is, Ellora will be one of the 
spots where the mystery of God is "bome in, in 
overwhelming measure, upon th .. sou!s 6f men, 
whatever their associations, whatever their /::u~ ed, 

But we are dominated more by the idea that is 
behind us than by the s pontaneous impn::ssions ot 
our senses. To the nomad of the desert, accustomed 
to the shifting of hot sands, and ceaseless moving 
of the camp, with what cdnln~ss and refreshment 
must rise the thought of death! Mussulman piety 
has three motives-the g[05)' ,,( man, the charm of 
woman, and the holine16 01 the grave. In very 
early times we see the august pastor Abraham 
seeking out a cave in which to place the body of his 
wife. Dea th, the fix ed, the still, the cold, must be 
shrilled within the steady and imperishable, .. The 
long home," a great rock in a weary land, endless 
rest, eternal cold and silence, all these are to be 
found in the grave. Is it notea§y to understand that 
while the peasant, from the banks of the Ganges to 
the banks of the Tiber, turns natura lly to burning of 
the dead, the wilderness-dwellers bury him d«p in 
mother earth, or build him about with unyielding 
granite, and thenceforth make this dwelling·houie.of 
the beloved a5 the cetltn:: 01 their own wanderings ? 

Hence, what the sacred place of pilgrimage is 
to the HindII-, that the Taj Mahal or the tOmb of 
},.urungzeeb, Qf the ever-memorable grave at Medina, 
is to 'the piou? Mussulman. Almost every Moham-
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m~an village in India, too, has its .I~ping-place of 
some" pir" or saint; and I have seen a povertl
s tricken God's acre. where the sole treasure of tlie 
people was a gnarled and scarcely-living stu~, that 
marked the last home , of a long-re.membered holy 
man. For it is the ideal of lite desert-rest. from 
their wanderings and shadow from its scorching 
sun-it is this idc.a1. and not the natural dietatioD of 
their owo hirth-place, that has become the guiding
power behind the life and choice 01 these Moslemised 
Indian folk: And yet a ll their old poetry of soil 
comes oat in the spot they choose I The tomb in 
the village-grove; the Taj at the river-bend; the 
iris-covered graves on the riversides and hillocks of 
Kashmir; what pictures do these make at dawn and 
sunset, or through the long Indian night, with its 
mysterious voices sigt.in~ and whispcriog about the 
dead! Surely, by thus adding the pastoral tradition 
to her own, Ind ia gmws ,ich, not poor, in the things 
that form the true wealth of .men. 

A pilgrim's camp is like some scene taken out of 
the Middle Ages Or, rather, it would be like it, 
but ct.at is so largely depicted of militant clements. 
The Nagas, or armed friaT"Sr are no menace to any
thing in the modern system, which indeed at this 
moment they do not understand; and the authority 
that actually protects and keeps order amongst the 
pilgrims is to be sought rather in the unanned 
district officer, or Ithsildar, than in aJlything that 
could be recognised as forceful by the naked eye. 
In the South, whieh is the home of ortbodOJ:y I 
pilgimage has gone out or fashion since the advent 
of railways. Fewer people, ceJtainlyfewer widows, 
visit Benares, since it became easier to do so. And 
those .bo have seen a genuine ero¥ of shrine
fareR, in some place remote from Ve:UD, canno' 
wonlfer at tbe shock which the pious imagina'ioD 
suffers.t the sight of a locomotive. AftJOlfpt,.other 
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tbings that t"he religious traveller has a right to 
e.zpc<:t is the tpportunity of a flight from the New 

"!llI'.Iia to the Old, as so actual environment, From 
.. ny Piint where many ways meet, ilod variou .<; 
streams of pilgrims converge upon each other, the 
road to the sacred place will be divided into regular 
stages of a day's journey, and at each halting_place 
a camp will be pitched for the night. Even these 
rest·camps will be situated a s fae as possible at 
spots peculiar for theiT beauty or interest. Is there 
a cluster 01 springs? The place ts said to be 
"holy," and we must halt th~re ror worship. 
OriginaJly, this referred only to beauty and con' 
venience j but in process of time one cannot doubt 
that a certain atmosphere of insight and devotion 
has really thrown its halo about the dust and water 
of the locality, and in the pbce where so murh 
simple faith h;!s spent its"'ra~lUrc-, tile highest love 
and prayer have become easier to all comers. 

But the temples arc a\,\ 9isited, the bathing is 
performed, evening wOl1lhip is over, and silence and 
s leep fall upon the pilgrims' camp. The mooa 
grows to the fu JI, for we mus t arrive at Ihe goal on 
the fifteenth day. And again, it is the sim ple bbuly 
of the world which determines the Jaw, that un del 
the young moon shali be the going forth, and WIth 
her wane the return home. The nloon is near the 
fuJI, and w(:ariness sleeps sound. At what hour i ... 
the first tent struck:? When does the first sleeper 
rouse himself, and take again to the road? Who 
can tell? Certainly not one who has never bt cn 
able to rise so long before dawn that olhcrs were 
not up and afoot before her, their tents gone,,..a.nd 
little heaps of white ashes from the cook.ing-fires the 
only sign of their twelve hours' tenancy of tree
shadow or !I~ream-side. 

Qn gO thle pilgrim~, singly or in groups. Old 
women, ~el"l/ double with age and toil, hobblin~{along 
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by the help of the pointed alpenstock .• Monks of aU 
descriptions are to be seen. Some o( them are 
eovered with ashes, have long reddish-looking hafr: 
wear only the yellow loin-doth, and earry «.lrious 
tongs and beggiDg-bowls. These may be Yogis, of 
the order that believes in the .mortification of the 
nesh; or Nagas, the militant monks, who wefe 
once ready to defend the Faith at any moment, and 
...,ho to this day are powerfully organised tomcet tbe 
shock of a world that has long ago, alas, pl1ssed 
away like a.dream. The sannyasin, often a man of 
modern ',education. decently clad in the sacred 
salmon-yellow, accepting no alms sa\'e food. nfusing 
the touch of any metal, is here, doing the distance 
cheerfully on foot. Next comes an ascetic, with 
withered arm held aloft and useless this many a 
long year. Again, a.pr~ud mahlmf, abbot of some 
rich foundation, master of elepharHS and treasure 
uncounted, is borne past. Or, as one climbs, having 
abandoned the open dmfdy that costs such intoler
able labour to the bearers o~ a mountain malch, one 
may be joined in kindly chat by some one or two or 
the ;' Naked Swamis "-men who wear neither 
ashes nordothing beyoud the necessary scanty mg. 
who wander amongst sunny des~rts and snowy 
mountaIns alike indifferent to hent and cold, and of 
whom, when one talks witI'} them, one remembers 
not hing, save that here an friends of the euhure of 
schulars, and the breeding and rauk of gentlemen. 

But the crowd is still more motley. In camp, the 
strips of yeJlow cloth that so often do duty as a 
shelter for the religious, stand side by SIde WIth 
tents of all sizes and conditions. And here now are 
zenana-ladies carried in scadet_covered palkees; 
other women, again, on horseback; DIeD anti women 
alike oft foot, or in open dandies; tfbufiehoJders, 
widO¥'li. sannyasinis in beads and 'ellow deth; 
there are even some, too weak for walkiing.or !ililll~ 
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ing, who arc-borne in straw chaiTa, strapped to the 
back of a man" carrying a sioUI staff. On aod on 

'QJitSses the irregular host, mixed up with Mohammc
.dan b~gage-c:arrjers and servants. eoo~s, and food
vendors of all sorts. 

Here the road is broken by a glacier. There it 
becomes a mere goat_path, running across dangerous 
crags. Here is the lake into which ao avalanche, 
brought down by Iheir hymn of triumph, once 
precipitated thousands of returning pilgrims. Now 
we havc reached the heights where_the ground is 
cMpt'It':ll with ~delweiss instead of grass .• Again, 
we are Wandering amidst wildernesses of flowers, 
while every few yards the dominant nOle in the 
composition is cbanged imperceptibly: first the 
yenow wallflower, then flame-coloured Iceland 
poppies, again the long·stalked single_headed 
Michaelmas daisy of Ihe>' I-lil..nalayas. \Vhen the 
journey began. almost the ooly blossoms were the 
orchids on the tree.trunk,.o; j,n the region of maiden· 
hair fern. Now we ha",e passed the last of the pine 
woods. Even the white birches, like smitten silver 
veining blown sharp and twisted against the moun
tain si~s. are gone! and to.night, when the' tents 
are pitched over purple and white ancmon~s, there 
will be no fuel save the juniper scrub that dings to 
the fac~ of the rock in sheltered niches. 00 the 
edge of the last glacier, growing beside the gentian, 
w~ find an evergreen forget-me-not, unknown 10 us 
hitherto, and making the third or fourth new species 
-from a large crimson and purple myosotis onwards 
-which our pilgrimage has bestowed. 

Our neighbours in the tents about us are [lot 
amusing themselves by botanising, probably; but 
they are communing with Natllre none the less 
truly than. ourselves. On the last daYr'. drawiog 
nep- to tbe flhrine. we shall see them risk their lives 
to gath,el' \the great nodding coitnnbillCti ahd the 
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little AJpioc rose" growing aD thCj. -rocks. Theifl 
talk is all of Siva. As they are bOrne along, they 
are striving, doubtless, to Ib: their minda onet_ 
repet ition ~f His name, or the contemplatil'4l of Ht9> 
form. But the awesome grandeur and beauty of 
the heights about them will always be remembered 
by them as the Great God's fit dwelling-place. 
They are in a c:hurch. Rocks and glaciers form 
the sanctuary. Snowy passes arc the pillared aisles. 
Behind thcm stand the pine-forests for processions 
of sill~rs . c'hrrying banners, and overhead arc the 
heaven~ themselves for cathedral roor. It is the 
peculiarit, of E;lstero peoples to throw upon the 
whole of Nature that fttling which we associate 
only with the place of worship. But is their love 
less reai, or greater, for this fact? 

The day of the full moon comes, the last and 
most dangerous pOintl are surmounted, and the 
Shrine is reached. Happy the man or woman, who, 
on this journey to Go"d,.s snatched out of life lOne 
fal se step, and the soul tl!at was struggling to see 
may be carried up at once in a swift sure flight. Or 
death may come in OtJler ways. "It is so beauti· 
ful! I must be one with it!" sighed a man who 
stood on a precipice, looking down at the valleys. 
And before anyone could stop him; he was gone. 
S uch things are not premeditated. There is a 
genuine ecstasy of the soul in which it hears the 
voice of the Eternities caIling to it, and the prisoning 
body becomes sudden ly intolerable. Is it a stain 
upon Hinduism that it has never called this" suicide 
while of unsound mind" ? 

6ut the Shrine itself-where is it? what is it ? 
Perhaps a temple, placed above some gorge, on a 
beetling rock, with sister snows in sight. Perhaps 
the sollrct; of a sacred river. Perha,s .ft cave, ij 
whiqJJ continual dripping of water malliu a stalagmite 
of iee .. a huge crystalline lingam thate over melts. 
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One can pictll,e how such a place would firs t be 
4!sc:overed. Some party of shcphcrds, losing them
:-e~es and their flocks amongst the ravines on a 
.summefday, and entering the cavern by accident, 
to find there the presence of the Lord Himself. Men 
and beasts, awed 'and, wors hipping, how dear is such 
a picture to the Christian heart ! 

Worship l Worship! The very air is ren t with 
prayer and hymns. From the Unrcal to the Rea l! 
From the Many to the One! Lord ,of Animals! 
Refuge of Weariness ! Siva ! S iva! tho Fr~e! the 
I.' ree ! 

Hours pass, and ere dawn ne:t tday thc·desccnt to 
the valkys is begun. Wonderful is the snowy 
s tillness or the lorty pass, whcn, with our faces set 
homewards, the moon rades behind us, and the sun 
rises before. T he pilgqms .. march with less 
regulanty now. All a re an}l:ious 10 return, and 
some push on, while others b'O.cak off from the lille 
of route. We rea .... h ou~ o,"n village, and say fa rc
well to thc acquaintances of thc pilgrimagt", adding: 
wh at comfort we may to the provision lOT thCIT 
further j ourneying. The nights grow dark ('ow, 
and the great e}l:perience becomes a memory, marked 
always. however, in the Hindu's life, by some special 
abstinence, practised henceforth as the pilgrim's 
thank-offering. 

It is eMy to believe that the scen~s in wllich w~ 
bave mingled a Te nowadays d~nuded of half thei r 
rightful elements j that once upon a time as many of 
the travellers would have been Tartar or Chinese as 
lndiaD; that the shrine represents what may have 
!>een the summer meeting of great trading earaval'$; 
that Nagarjuna and Bodhidharmma, going out to 
the Further East with their treasures of , J[Jdian 
I:1OUgbt, wer~ in the first place pilgrims on some 
sud"1 pilgrim&ge as this. Even [JaW, many of the 
,funclipns' of'a university are served by tbr great 
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gathering. Hundreds, or even ttousands, oj 
religious mcn meet, in a mann~ to eliminate 
personal tics of friendship and affection, ~ 
emphasise' and refresh the ideal aDd in/,FlIccluat 
aspects of their lives. 

At the vast assemblies of S4qhu9\ which occur once 
in every twelve years at Hurdwar, at Nasick,llt o.Uain, 
and at Allahabad, there afC fixed halls o f learned dis
putation, where;ror hundreds of years, Hindu philo
sophy has been discussed, determined, and e::I~panded. 
something.in the fashion of the Wc:Jsh Eisteddfod. 
Here come the wandering monks from every part of 
India. Acre the householder finds himself in 
vigorous and renewed relation to his faith. Here 
fresh voices of learning and devotion are able to win 
lor themselves ecclesiastical authority. Such oppor
tunities must have/cen the means by which San· 
bracharya 3sserle hi; undi,<-puled mastery of the 
world of Hmdu scholarship. Old it, we wonder, 
occur to AlexanderttJa plearned Greeks might be sent 
to such w:.ndering college!; in order to hear and to 
tell new things? 

iaflsknt is the lingua franca of this andent 
learning. To this day the vis itor 10 a Calcutta 10"· 
may hear the boys dispute with each otller on time
worn themes in the classic tongue, and may picture 
himlSeif back in the colleges of Thebes or Athens in 
the long ago, But here in the great mtdas are the 
crowning achievements towards which are directed 
the hardier ambitions of those Brahman boys. And 
we need not wonder at their enthusiasm for such 
distinction. The g reat open competition, with its 

Toll-A loll is a San • • ri! scbool. ill which a BrahJDIID 
lived wuh his disci pi .... , studying and tea.chinl. The ideal t.11 
eon.il led of a Hri"" of ",ud <:ou~& ... with wid .. Y"'andah~ , built 
l'Oun~a small lake or "tanlr." w;lh its eJ.pfler ol bamt>ooa, 
pe..l_ •• lId lrui t·trees. Poverty and I,.rniol wete the iDIJWa· 
tioa of the eoDlJllllni t,.. These loll. ~d tho old. IDdiall 
IlDivenitios, 
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thousands of~ars of the prestige of learning, i.like 
all the learned" societies of a European metropolis 
~iOwn inln onc. The canvas city of a few weeks at 
eNasickjlf Allahabad serves aU the purposo of Bu;-
linglon House to London. But the system of culture 
to which Nasick belongs is no longer growing, it will 
be said. This is, indeed, its defect. The statement 
is not cJttire1y true, for even DOW tbe test of a 
supremely nalional personality would still be, for the 
Hindu world, his power 10 add to their philosophy. 
But it is true to the extent that there iii !l0thing left 
fOf collective thought to discover. The commbn mind 
uf India has now to sweep great circles of intellectual 
e,.ploration jll worlds that as yet are virgin as the 
Polar icc, or India will die. or this there can be no 
doubt. 

Far away from the noisy throng of learned saints, 
or taking a humble place it!. White cotton garb as 
visitors amongst them, are the men whose lives 
are passed in the libr~rillil " 'of kings. For the 
system of patronage is 'part and parcel of Indian 
scholarship, and as the Japanese daimio or the 
Italian prince maintained his artists and artificers, 
so, under the old rlgiml!, did every Indian pa'ace 
possess its staff of palace-pundits-men whose 
lives were made free of anxiety in order that they 
might beap up knowledge aud pore over ancient 
texts. 

The supreme privilege of the -great is to fo~ter 
piety and learning. But, on the other hand, Manu 
does not fail to point out that theee is no crime for thc 
Brahman like the acceptance of gifts from one who is 
not the lawful kiDg. And it is Dot royal persoDs alQV.e 
who are charged with the duty of supporting scholars. 
Never a wedding or a requiem can take: place <upongs! 
tie bigher ram of society without the distribtftion of 
moot:.)' to tolls.and pundits. For it is ODe of the pos_ 
tulates of c;.thi~l.and therefore of Eastern, c<:on?mics, 
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that all ITeat accumulation is for ,ubsequent grelt 
distribution. 

II is a s trange: world that has been rr:vealed -.:6 us 
in Ih is camp of pilgrimage, and it is DOt ed)' to rc!ch 
its full sigmficance. Scarcely in any two tents ao 
they understand each other'1I lal1guage, and we shall 
do better to ask for bread in Sanskrit than in Englisb. 
Malabaris and Bengalis, Sikhs and Madrasis. MalJ. 
ratlas and even MUSliulmans, dwell side by side for 
the nonce •• Could incongruity and disunion be more 
stmn,gly-illustraled? 

YeI: it,. was unity and Dot disunity that impressed us 
as we looked. From one end of thee amp to the oth er 
the same s imple way of life, the same sacramental 
reverence for food and bathing, the same gcotleness 
and courtesy, tbe same types of face and character, 
and, above all, 00& glJat common scheme ofthought 
and purpose. 

The talk may bi in different languages; but no 
matter at what tent lIool we might become eaves· 
droppers, we should fiDd its tone and subject much 
the same-always the lives of the SOlints, always the 
poly of the soul,always fidelity toguru and dharmma. 
By two formulz, and two alone, renunciatIon 
and frer:dom from personality, is all life here 
inte rpreted. 

Other countries have produced art, chivalry, heroic 
poems, inventil.te systems. In none of these has 
India been altogether wanting, yet none is her dis· 
ting-uishing characteristic. What, then, has she given 
to the world that is beYI;md all competition? To-day 
her gifts are decried by all men, for to-day the 
blighty mother is bC«lme widowed and abased. She 
who has held open port to all fugitives is unable now 
to Give bread to her OWl! children. She with whom 
Parsi, Jew, and Christian have bee.f1hankful to ¥tke 
rofuge, is despised and ostracised Ify all throe alike. 
Sb~ who has prized kno.wled~ al¥;lvc all her • • 
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treasures, finds b~r learning now without value In the 
markets of the world. It is urged that the test of 
utllity is the true standard for things transcendental, 
a:ld that t.n emancipation into modern commerce and 
mechanics is a worthier goal for her sons' striving 
than the old-time aim of knowledge for Its own sake, 
the ideal for itself. 

And tbe" modern world may be right. 
But, even so, has India in the past given nothing, 

without which our wbole presenl wovld be 'the 
poorer? . 

Whn that has caught even a whisper of wltat her 
name means can say so? Custom kept always as an 
open dour, through which the: saints may dance: into 
our company, thought sustained at a level where 
religion and science are one, a maze of sublime: 
apostrophes and world-piereillJ pl·aycrs; abovc ali, 
the power to dream rare dream" o r the Word be
coming flesh and dwelling amonc men that they may 
behold His glory-are thest th~ngs nothing? If, after 
all the highcr transformation of mao be the ultimate 
end of human effort, which has mor.: ueeply vi"di_ 
cated its right to exist, the modern nex us of com merle 
and finance, or that old world on which we have gazed 
in the pilgrims' camp? 



CHAPTER XVI 

ON THE LOOM OF TIME 

Ta~ ~ssential differences between countries of the 
Asia.de ~nd European types are as yet but little 
understood, and a main difficulty in the growth of 
aD understanding is the absence of elements in the 
English language, embodying any wide power of 
social survey. The disciples of Auguste Comle 
have done much· to·popularise certain important 
words and conceptions, but the hearts of angds and 
the tongues of pGe\sIlNQuld be too little to mcet all 
the necessities of the tast . 

The word Jlreocrac;y, for instance, which is essential 
tlj an understanding of Asia, either te rri torial or 
h,storic, has but an ambiguous sound in English. 
To the learned Positivist it means "the social 
system built up on theism"; to the vulgar, it indi
cates some fabulous scheme of divine monarchy, 
liuch as is popularly attributed to Israel before the 
days of Saul, or to England in the dreams of Oliver 
Cromwell. 

To persons thinking in the latter fashion, the two 
statements that India is a theocracy, and that it is 
.t presen t occupied by the British raj, seem in
compatible. It is clear that only detailed and 
penetrative mowledge of concrt!te examples can 
bui'" up in our minds such a cQJlception of the 
epentials of a theocflltic system a!W;"hall giv~ us·the 
power of handling the term a.~ ,SODfideDtly and 
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i",clligcntly as ole now feel capable of using mOTe 
purely political el'preasions. And of slich example!! 
it WIi.1l be found best to take the nearest first. 

tn the lUstory of the world, the city of Rome 
octupies a unique position, as the Occidental cradle 
and bal;tle·field of two opposing forces, the Imperial 
and the Theocratic, or, as onc' may prefer to call 
U·em, the EUropean and the Asiatic ideas. For it 
was Rome that first imposed upon the West that 
notion of organised (orce which is almost all that is 
at present meant by the state-empire. AI\~ throo&:h 
all the feud s and disorder!': of the Middle: Altes. it 
was the Roman impulse that was working i!'l;ctr out 
by the energy of barbarian peoples, to its perred 
triumph in the nineteenth century. Citsarconceived, 
Napoleon completed, the imperial scheme. Aleltander 
as an indi .... idual may have seen what they saw: but 
Greece was far too Dear to · ~sia: and his military 
designs could but evaporate before their time into 
mere learned observations. and the exchange of 
interesting thought. 

It was lell to Rome to elaborate into fixity of 
precision that destiny which could not perhaps haye 
been avoided by the peoples of a coast.line, kept 
militant by the dail'y conquest of Nature, tempted to 
aggression by the very habits of their life. For 
empIre in the European sense is a very different 
tbing from the marauding hosts of the East going 
... ut to warfare headed by I. commander of brillia!"!t 
prowcs$. Rome: instituted, and modem Europe has 
inherited, the idea of one people exploiting another, 
under rights s trictly defined by law, with an 
appearance of order which would deceive tbe very: 
el~. . 

The Caesars failed by the strength of the un· 
as!ljmilabJe eieo":lents which their Empire haH to 
meet . . Napoleun failed because those whom ,he 
temporarily. !-u{ldued were as stroog to re-act in 
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imitation as to be assimilated. To-d~ tbe Roman 
~mpire is represented by some eight tr tco emulous 
peoples and princes. all anned to tbe teeth·, aU beot 
OD approprijlting the world. But it is the .,Roman" 
Empire 8till. 

And yct Rome herself is the onG character w~ose 
part in the drama is completely transformed. For 
no ODC yet think.s of her as the metropol~ of the 
juvenile kingdom of Italy. To the imagination of 
humanity she is still the dty of the Church. St. 
Peter's and ,tire Vaticao still form her central point. 
The Por,.e still rules. This contrast between her 
first and·setond selves is much more startling thao 
the transition by which the brigand-chief becomes 
the sainted ancestor. Before it happened, it would 
bave seemed rar more absurd than it would be 
to-day to propose to make the name of Oxford or 
Benares a synonym "for-the vulgar competition of 
trade. For Rome, the supreme, the invincible, has 
actually been conquered. by the ideas of the East. 
The poor and the lowly h:rve taken her by storm. 
Henceforth is she to be in Europe not the voice of 
domination, but of renunciation; Dot the teacher of 
aggr~ssion, but of self-sacrifice; royal in her rank 
and he r .prerogatives certainly. but far more deeply 
and truly the friend of the people than of kings. 
H enceforth. those who are in a special scnse her 
children will live sequestered from theworld. pursuing 
after poverty instead of richei. after self-mortification 
instead of self-indulgence; men and women apart, 
as io the Ea!llem household. Every simple act Ihat 
she enjQios will possess a sanctity out of all propor
tiofl,to it~intrinsic value. Her customs will become 
rituals. Her. journeys will be pilgrimages. The 
simplest ordinances of life, administered by her, 
will n~ be sacraments. The expr~ioD Qf he~ 
forgitenells will be abS!llutioD; of hw" affectiQJl. a 
benedic~on. Her very rulers will e1ai~QP .. pel'llODal 
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<:·ight to their ttigh places, but will declare thclu.'Jdves 
simple executol'% of the divine will "Servant of 
tlncaervants of God " will be, to tbe thinking of the 
~rld, treir proudest title. 

In the eyes of the Church, hencefortf., all men 
are t9 be equal, at leut until one bas made himself 
a saint, and another J udas. 'the differences of rank 
establishtd by the world are to be as nothing before 
her, and even ecclesiastieal gTadations are to be 
merely as conditions on which grace can work. 
r.bny of the saints will be humble an'" unlearned. 
Many a bishop will reach the I ~wesl hell. ~ Rani!:, 
at least theoreliclI.lly, is noth ing to RomL. H er 
children are ail to be the sharers of a common 
supernatural life, of which a religious banquet is the 
token. A gTeat responsibility is to rest upon them, 
of living worthily of the nllme by which they are 
called. Their li fe, as relntcJ.1 tit each other and to 
her, can be expressed on ly in terms of the ex· 
plor:uion and manifestatjofl. a£ . certain ideals, laid 
down broadly in authoRtative writings, known ns 
Scriptures, and with less clearness and power 
in secondary wri tings and te:lchings, called tradi
tlO IlS. 

In other words, the Imperial city has transformed 
herself 1010 a pure theocracy. If we blot out the 
idea of birth by a sacramclJlal ri te, and substitute 
that of a chosen place and race, keeping everythi ng 
else approximately the s,ame, the Church is rc-trans_ 
muted into anyone out of half a dozen EaMern 
countries-ancient Egypt, Judaea, Arabia, modern 
India-under the government of the religious idea.. 
Here, too, the priesthood dominates all c1ass~ 
equally, aDd the priestly interpretation of life p'"re
vails-the very gifts one brings borne from a journey 
,re explaine-:! as temple-offerings. H ere, \po, the 
polit,ical systC'1l i. extraneous : cus tom is sacred, so 
Ibat a graJJllpar of habit takes the plil~ of lekisla-
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tiOD; men and women live apart; m.tit is the sok. 
real condition of social prestige; anli so on. 

It is due to the purely natural charaoter of t~e 
great coml?lexus, that we have in India the-to· UI 
s~ extraorainary-spectade of a society han!ed ove!; 
to the power of a priesthood, without in any way 
losing its sense of the universarsacredness of leatning 
and freedom of thought. In the case of Rome, where 
an artificial system was created on the !lasis of a 
foreign t:llperience, the crude temper of the old 
imperialism -t>ctrayed i tself prilnarilyagainst mind 
and tbought, which it conceived as the legitimate 
sphere·of.its authority. In Catholic Europe, a man 
might scarcely venture to believe that the earth 
moves; must apologise for enjoying the cosmic 
spc:culations of La Place; could hardly study Plato 
without grave suspicion. In India, atheism itself 
might be preached en tile very steps of the temple. 
All that the people would demand of the preacher 
would be s ineerit",.\.. In Christendom, knowledge 
has been so much feare-d ', hat men have again and 
again suffered lorture and death for IJO other crime. 
In India, knowledge haa alway!! bi;en held to be 
bc.ttitude. Abundance of words, in every Indian 
language, testify to the honour paid to scholars. 
Persian and English books are held as sacred as the 
Sanskrit. And we should seek in vain, throughout 
history and language, for any trace of limitation 
im posed, or suggested to be imposed, upon the mind 
of" man. • 

Even the vexed question of the risht or literature 
to reveal more than is permitted t() cOllvcrsation, was 

T he Charvaka system of philosophy, one of the Ot"thodru: 
school ... is a purely "8""o'li<: formulllhon. I hne myself mel a 
Charvua Oil a pil~rimall:e. His statements 01 beliof k1unded. 
lib m!ellery of Ihe people aboll t him. The , ord .. orthodo.&.· · 
h ere onl, meanS Ibal by adoj>ling Cblrvata..lIoctrilles •• rll"all 
dld~ cea.M 10 be >;alled .. HIndu. • 

• 
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foreseen long \go and settled in a flash 01 Wit by 
tbe legislator wMo, writing of defilement by the touch 
of f.i.e mouth, makes thrc:e exc:eptions, in favour of 
'~he be:f"s of birds, the lips of women, anqtkc words 
of poets: 

In Cact opinion i~ so free that religious propaganda 
is actually discouraged' by Hinduism, lest zeal, out

~ ,;unniDg (iiscretion, prove mischievous to society. 
"A man has a right to hold his own belief, but 
never to foJ'ee it upon another," is the dictum that 
has made oC India a perfect university 'tiC religious 
culture, including every phase and stage of thought 
and practice. from that 01 the kindergartC'fl, 'where 
all is concrete, to that of the higher research 
student, who has direct visualisation of the solu
tions of problems which most of us cannot even 
understand, 

But freedom oCthought in"ihe'~st has not been 
the prerogative of religion alone. The deeper we 
go into the history of Hin(lu. p',iJosophy, tbe more 
perplexed we are that with its obviously scientifie 
character it should never have created It scientific 
movement of the prestIge and idat of that of tl.Le 
West. Patanjali,· who wrote his great psychology' in 
the second century B.C., was obviously a physiologist, 
studying the living body in reb,tion to that nervous 
system which in its entirety he would call the mind. 
The action and inter-act ion of the living neuro
psycbosil. is a question which modem sci('llce, cor-
tellt wilh a more static view of human structure, has 
hardly yet ventured totacklc,and students of Patanjali 
cannot be controverted if they hold that when it i~ 
reached, it will only be to corroborate the ancieq,t 
investigations step by step. But a sbll more inter
esting feature of Patallja.li's work lics in the fact that 

~ I'alanjali "..i.e II yo,a Aphorisms." II Raja· Yoea ,. 0)' ItllI 
Sw.mi.Vivebnan'a;, a tr:LIIslal;on of this wort, WIth a C(lm
pilalioll from ~" of Patl.OJall'. COAlUlenlators.. 
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it is obviously the final record of a~long research) 
carried out, not by a single individu". but by a whole 
school, experimenting continuously through JeaI'ly 
gcncratiolils. Each man's labour was condiSioned ~ 
the fad that be had no laboratory and no instruments 
outside bis owo body. and th~re ~an be oodoubt that 
life was often sacrifi~d to the thirst lor knowledge. 
The whole, therefore, is like a rlsume of t.,..o or thrcro, 
centuries of the conclusions of some English Royal 
Society, or some French Academy of Sciences, 
dating frQICI- two to three thousand years ago, And 
we m~st remember that, if the terminology of this 
old sciedce has a certain quaintness in our ears, 
this is probably not greater than that which our own 
talk of forces and molecules, of chcmical affinities 
aDd sphygmographic records, would have, if it were 
suddenly rec:overe4 after a lapse or two thousand 
years, by a new ciJUisatloo, stationed, say, in 
Mexico. 

What is true of<ti?e 'Psychology is equally true 01 
Indian mathematics, astr"nomy, surgery, chemistry. 
The Oriental predilection for meditative insight is an 
;v\van~ge in the field of mathematics, where deduc
tion is a necessity. But at the same time its funda
mental solidity and originality are shown by the fact 
that highly abstruse problems are stated by Hindu 
thinkers in concrete, and even in pcl('t ic tcrnlS. And 
it will be remembered that less than a hundred years 
ago, De Morgan- celebrated the solutioo at sight of 
certain hitherto uncompleted problems of "Maxima 
and Minima," by a young Hindu called Ram 
Chandra. 

5 The law of gravitation itse\( was enunciated and 
discussed by Bhashkar Achal'ya in the twelfth cen
tury. And the antiquity of the Sanskrit word 

• 
• De MorcaD died I811. PiTe Gratr, .. \ci Geor,e ~\. 

we~ olllll1." distiDCUlued lIIatbematicians delp\, awarc o( their 
ig,deb!eclua& to EuIOlll .,.tcoal. 
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"'U"'YD, for 71Q:ght. together with the immemorial 
distribution of tlte system all over the country, con
c1uMvcly proves that our decimal notation is Indian, 
afld Dot habk. in origin. 0 

• How is it, then, we repeat, that a more imposing 
scientific activity hils opt been the result of a faculty 
so undeniable? Many conSiderations may be 
odduced in explanation. There is a vast inter
national nrganisatioo of scientific effort in Europe 
to-day, operating to make an incomparable sum of. 
results. Andeot India knew what wa! Pleant by 
scientific co-operation, but by organisation setTeely. 
And no one nation, working alone, could I1avc: pro
duced the whole of what we know as Modem 
Science, or even onc division of it. Ancient 
Greece gives us the first word on electricity. What 
a leap from this to Volta and Galvani I Where, 
again, had these been withobt t'he German H ertz, 
the French Ar..1~re, the H indu Bose? And then 
Italy for a second time. ta!l.t:; .. up the thread of 
inquiry, and produces tbf! apparatus for wireless 
telegraphy. 

Ag~in, we must remember that in Europe to-~ 
we have renounced almost everything for science. 
Art and letters are almost at a standstill. In these 
departments-at least, in every country outside 
France and Russia-we are li ving almost entirely 
on the treasures of the past. In religion we see the 
same superficial eclectic~m, the same absence .of 
genuine contemporary impulse. But India never 
was in this position. Side by side with the learned 
man, speculating or experimentin~ on the secrets of 
Nature, the builders were raising the village temp~, 
the shutt1e flew to and fro in the loom, tbe clink. of 
the tools was heard in the brass-smithy, the palace 
p\lUdits busitj themselves with their collec!!>n of 
antie.t texts, ~e saints poured forth the raptu,. of 
their souls. I.~ lleasant wak.ed and slept in the Kood 
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company 01 Nature, rice·field and f-.1m.tree, cattl~ 
and fumstead. Faith, art, and i-..dus try lived on 
undisturbed. . 

After all, is it not possible that we deceive "o'Ur. 
selves? °The true secret of our elimination' of evety 
other inte1lectual activi ty in favour of sciente, is it 
really the depth of (K.Ir c:othllsiasm forknowle<tge, or 
is it not rather our modern fever for its mechanical 
application? How far is the passion (or'pure truth" 
unimpaired by commercial interests? Ijow far is our 
substitution of specialisms for lSynthesis conditioned 
by ficance merely? When our utilitarian ingenuity 
draws o .. arer exhaustion, when the pnisentspaslll o( 
inventive ability has worked itself out, then, and not 
till then, will come the time for estimating the actual 
profund ity and disinterestedness of our scientific 
ardour. Will our love of knowledge continue 10 
drive us on to a still cleepe;' theoretic insight, or will 
our investigations languish in our hands, lingering 
on as a mere fa shio, in learning, even as Aristotle 
lingered on throu'gh ihe;,Middle Ages? Till such 
questions a re nearer finding their answer we are in no 
position to aSllume that the present period is, or is not, 
ui,imateJy scientific. 

Meanwhile, in India this danger of a mercenary 
science was always foreseen, and viewe4 with per· 
haps an exaggerated horror, so that from the begin
ning the disciple has been required to seck: know· 
ledge for its own sake, renounlling all ulterior 
motive. The value derived.at the present stage of 
development {rom incorporating a progreSllive science 
in a progressive civilisation was thus lost ; although 
1"e must remember that in a very real sense such a 
transitioD, shorn of its lower elements, has occurred 
in the East from prehistoric: times, whenever new 
plant6 and animals were to be domesticated, or new 
tools invented. On the other han<:!s ~t is sti ll oiJen 
to "India. facini! lhe actual conditions of the modern 
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ror1d. to pro~ that the innate capacity 'or her 
people for scient;6c work and inquiry has been in DO 
wa'y ... lcsscncd by this loog abstention from its vulgar 
Plonts . 

. In spilf, nevertheless, or the: rdative noi!-develop
ment of natural scienu in India, it is the perfect 
complUibility o f the HilJdu rdicious hypothesis with 
the highest scientific activity, that is to make that 
\Country within the present century the main source 
of the new &yIlthesis of religion for which we in the 
West are certainly waiting. Several na~ons cannot 
suddenly come into contact by the use of a common 
language without a violent shock being give; tt'. their 
vrejudi«s in favour of local mythology. Such an 
occurrence was inevitable in English-speaking couo
t ries under present circumstances, and has bcen 
accelcrated, as it happens, by the agnosticism born 
of scientific activity. .. Chri!'/innity, moreover, has 
bcen further discredited by the discovery that its 
adherents possess no ethies sll.l'ficiently controlling 
to influence their iDternat~n:1 re1ations, and tinally 
by that ..... orship of pleasure which an age of ellploi. 
tation necessarily engenders. Thus neither the 
sentiment of childhOOd, the reasoning of theology. 
the austerity of conscience, nor the power of 
idealism, has been strong enough to maintain the 
creed of the West against the assaults to which the 
age has seen it subjected. Everything seems to be 
going through a transition. Social morality, intel· 
leetual formulas , legal aAd economic relationships, 
all have broken loose from their old moorings, and 
an: seeking for re.adjustment. The first agony of 
the loss of belief is DOW over, but it has only givep' 
place to a dreary hopelessness, a mental and 
spiritual homelcssncss, which drivcs some in whom 
heart predominatcs into thc Church of Rome, ... hile 
otflers in wlhm the faculties arc more evenly 
balaD~ed. trl' t~ forgct their need in socia1 servIce, 
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or in the intellectual and artis~c enjoyments in' an 
era of resumes. It ., 

Protestantism has at last delivered hen,"cl(.of a 
genuillely religious product of the higllest onlcr, in 
that love of naked truth which finds its voice -and 
type in modern science. .FoI"all other lo",s of non_ 
Catholicism are Iliore or less compromises, mere hair: 
way-houses on the road to this. But, eten in Ihis~lhe 
environmelit of spirituality and the communion 01 
saints are apt to be left behind with the Medireval 
Chun;h~ ls there JiO way to combine these things? 
C~n the devotional attitude receive no justification 
from'the clear nnd unbiased mind? Does religion, 
which has made so much of faith, want less than 
absolute conviction as its basis? Is that sentiment 
which has produced a ll the gre;'l.test art, and almost 
all the greate~t ,ondll&t, to be relegated to the 
mental lumber-r~m. as, after all, only a supersti
tion? Surely, i( $0, there is an eternal inharmony 
and divergem.'e bttwecn the creative and the 
inquiriug fa<:uities of nian. 

But the very constitution of our minds forbids liS 

to a~cept this paradox. It n\ay be that we are no 
lon~r able to believe in the exclusive authenticity 
of any single religious system. But we are fast 
inclining to the opinion that even here there must 
be some observaLle sequcncc; that creeds aud 
mythologies must be as genuine a product of the 
Unity-of-Things as the'lmimais and the plants; that 
order and meaning there must be, in the one case 
as in the other. Instend, therefore, of a contempt
uous disregard of <III fai ths as equally untrue, we arc 
beginning to adopt to all alike nn attitude of respect 
as equally significant. 

Gnly in India has this recogni t ion of law in 
refigious conceptions ever been hc~ in its coqlete-
~ess as a part of religion itself. "nly in htdia have 
illfpired teachers been able to dec)"r2.lh\1 the Ipme 
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of tod, being 'alsS! an illusion, differed only Irom 
"'arldl;- thing~ in fiaving the power of helping us to 
b~ our bondage to iIIusioo, while elley, 00 the 
other handl'increased it. Only;n India has .. t been 
cOllllted orthodoxy to believe that aU is within the 
mind, tIT'll the (orms of gods arc but objectifications 
of our own sense of what is best 1.0 be attained that 
prJ.qer is only the heightening of will. And tilcrc
fore it is from .India that we shall gather that intel
lectualisation of belief which is to re-establish, in 
the Dallle of a new and greater synthesis, OUT conti
,k 'no;e in our own past. In this new synthesis every 
element of our own thought must find a place-the 
~onception of humanity and the worship of truth, of 
wurst, because without these it would have no 
mison d'f.!re. But even the emotionalism of the 
negro must not go unplaecd, uniaterpreted, ar.y 
more than that wondrous mood in which the 
explorer of knowledge finds hirfH\.elf launched on a 
vision of Unity tl la t he dare 11 0 t na~e. Neither the 
Catholic org:mio3tiolJ of monasticism nor the Protes
tant (taken from the Mohanlmedan) inspiration of 
common prayer can be left out. There must be :> 

reJigious eonsdousness strong enough to recognise 
the anguish of denial as its own IlIost heroic experi
ence, and large enough to be tender and helpful to 
the ignorance of a child. 

In that other synthesis which gtew up under the 
R oman Empire, all the Mt:'rJ iterr::mean peoples and 
those orisinally related to them found a part. The 
doctrine of immortality came from the desert; 
resurrection, mediatorship, and personal conscious
ness of sin from ancient Egypt; many denlcntse 
from Persia and Syria; purity and asceticism from 
the Asokan Essenes; the basis of ethics to be uans
cen~d (rom l..t1za; the spirit of inquiry and·the 
necessary feelid'g of an .intellectual void from 
Gr"e~, qr rf I.!ast from the Greek eletncnt~ in 
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Mediterranean society i the instbc£"of organisation. 
(rom Rome; and thelnJl·absorbiog renun~iati~o aDd 
compassion (or the world that alone .. ~ao l;fve 
sufficient nucleus (or a new religioo from one sweet 
central Personality, in whom e.ach of thesc various 
hungers fouod its, own S'cthlehem-its 11~use of 
bread. . :) 

Similarly, in the new up-growth of our own days, 
many preparatoryinilucnccs Dowal WOrk nrc to find 
fulfilment" All who have fdt the love of the dis
inherited and oppressed, all who have followed truth 
for its own sake, all who have longed to lose them
selves in a paradise of devotion and been refused by 
the armed reason standing nt the gale, all who have 
felt out for a larger generalisation. as they saw the 
faith of their babyhood faWng away from them,
all these have helped anJ are helping to build up 
the new consciousnass, to make the faculty that is 
to recognise and as~.imilatc the doctrine of the future. 
But the evangcJ~ itse1f '.will be maillly drawn from 
India. 

And then, having thus renewed the sources of the 
wDrld's inspiration, we may be pardoned if we ask, 
What of India herself? The Egyptian delivered up 
his whole treasure, and where is he now? Buried 
under many a layer of foreign invasion; tilling the 
soil as patiently and hopelessly as olle of his own 
oJten; scarcely remembe{ed, even as a name, by 
those who make so-eallea plans for the country's 
good, and are wakened only to a stupid wonder, as 
at the sound of something familia r frolll books, when 
they hear that to kill a cat to-dllY in the bazaar in 
Cairo would almost cost a man his life. The J ews 
produced J esus, and what have they become? 
Pari\hs and fugitives amongst the fJ.ltions of ~n. 
Who remembers them with any feely,1& or grll.titude 
fo~ .th~t which they have given? ~ miserable 
(orlMla, "the Jews who cr~cified l1im,' has taktn 
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Jhe place amonp;t the devput of any memorial 
'of tl.;t! fact· that they created the language, the 
tlllllUght, the habits of life, and the omlook of 
nghteousJess, in which He assumed theoogarb of 
humaDity. 

Is ~mething of this sort to bs: the fate of India? 
lo g ive a t;eligion to tbe world may be a sufficient 
proof that one's past was Dot ill vain, but evidently 
it is no sort of safeguard for the future. The 
process by which the peoples of a vast continent 
may become mere hewers of wood and arawers of 
water has already begun, is already well jfoot. 
Then Indigenous institutions are all in decay~ Their 
prosperity is gone. Some portion or other of the 
immense agricultural area is perpetually under 
.amine. Their arts and industries are dead or dying. 
They have lapsed into'merf. customers for other 
men's cheap wares. E\len thei,r thought would sttm 
to be mainly imitative. The ortliodo;K: is apt to tread 
the round of his own past qer~all1. The unorthodolt 
is as apt to harness himself to the foreign present, 
with an equal blindness. In suicidal desperation, 
the would-be patriotic reiterate the war-cries .of 
antagonistic sects, or moan for the advent of a new 
pdigion, as if, by introducing a fifth element of 
discord, the Indian peoples could reach unity. 
Nor does the education at present offered promise 
any solution of the problem_ It is the minimum 
that is possible to the efficient clerk, and even that 
minimum is undergoing reduction rather than 
increase. 

(0 spite of the absence of any theory of history 
that might elucidate the course of events in the En! 
during the neltt two centuries, one truth reveals 
itpelf with gerreet plainness. A nation ~comes 
wna~ver sht')lelieves herself to be. She is made 
Creat, not ,by her relative superiority, but I:!:)C her 
fbouglA. al!ou! herself. It becomes importanle there-• 
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fore to ask-What cORception of ~~"OWIl' nalUrtl' 
and power forms the inheritance of India? 

As Roman Catholicism is but one element inhcllil:Jg 
in a gr~ whole r.alled Christianity, and ¥ a waft. 
may well claim to be a good Christian without being 
a Catholic, so the religious ~ystem of Hindujm is 
only a fragment inhering io a vast social-industrial
economic scheme called the dharmma, aad amant 
may weWaod rightly be the servant of the dharmrna, 
without calling himself a Hindu. It is this dharrnma, 
in its large. afJd non-sectarian activity, thai determines 
the well-being of every child of the Indian soil. The 
word ilsdf is an ancient name for nationaJ righteous
ness or national good. It is true that the Brahmin 
who bows before one who is net the rightful king is 
held many times accurs~ by Manu. It is true that 
the Bhagavad GIU. is the only one of the world
gospels that turns."on ~he duty of Bghting for the 
true sovereign agains~ usurpers. And yet it is also 
a fact that the persod of the ruler is always a matter 
of singular indifference tcfthe theocratic consdous
ness. I t has been hitherto inde~ a mere detail for 
mi\itary persons to fight out amongst themselves. 
The secret of so curious an attitude is rcach~ when 
we discover that in the eyes of the Indian peasant, 
the sovereign himself is only the servant of the 
dharmnla. .. Ir he uphold it, he will stay: if not, 
he will have to go," they all say when questioned. 
Li~tle do they dream, alas I chat themselves and their 
children and their children's children may be swept 
into oblivion also by that same failure tO,uphold I 

Thus, whoever was the master that an Indian 
s\iltesmao served, whether Hindu, Mussulman, or 
British sat upon the throne, it was the minister's 
duty, as the loyal and obedient child of an Asiatic 
race, '0 use all his influence in the b45t intcrest¥( 
his.people and his country. It is MUs clem.nt in 
the Ifttional system that tends, witb i" AU~ repr~ 
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for . agt'ic:ult-~~ to rank the cow almost 00 a level 
with the humii.n members of the commonwealth, 
sm.,Aoting the Hindu sovpreiin torbid beer·eolting 
Within I;;is frontiers. It was this that maq,e a certain 
prince, in despair, hand over his salt-mines to the 
Bri(51h Governm6nt, rather thall obey its mandate 
to tax this commodity to his people, and thus derive 
personal benefit from their misfortune. It was this 
that made it incumbent upon many of tM! chiefs in 
the old days to provide, not only salt, but also water 
and fruit free to their subjects, a kind uf." noblesse 
oblige" that has left the wayside orchard ·outside 
e';cry .... illage in Kashmir, till that favou(.:d . land is 
almost lik.e the happy island of Avilion, "fair with 
orchard lawns, and bowery hollows crowned With 
summer sea." It was this power of the dharmma 
to safeguard the welfare of its people, throug~ a law 
as binding upon the monarch ii; upon his subjeo.:ls, 
that broucht about the immense network. of custom 
which regulated the relief ,of beggars, the use of 
water, the pro .... isioning -of pilgrimages, habits of 
sanitation, distribution of grazing-lands, the forest
rights of the peasant, and a thousand ollicr mailers 
of importance. The mere fact that the krng's 
personal devotions were offered in a mosque could 
not interfere with his acceptance of the system, in 
any important measure. It was the language of 
ru le, dominating all rulers alike, by every detail of 
birth and upbringing, aJJd by the very impossibi'ity 
of imagining allY deviation. Hence it could never 
be mOfC than a question of time till some new princc 
had assimilated the whole, and Mussulman co
operated actively with Hindu in the grcat task. of 
enforcing and extending the essentials or the 
commOD weal. We may regret, but we cannot 
candone, theAstrange indolence by which the1ndian 
people have germitted themselves to lose sigut of 
these Da~nal aud civic responsibilities of' their 
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ancient civilisation, lind become ."9Of"bed· in' it~ 
personal and domestic rites. Nor ran we for one 
moment admit that this 'substitution of the trees~r 
the forestpeserves the name of orthodoxYt-faith: 
fulness to the dbarrnma. 

It is, however, an essential we_ness of theot!-tic 
rule that while it can 1:olerate any neighbour, It has 
no idea of dominating and unifyiog diverse elements l 
round itsflf. The great mass of its sl!bjects, too, 
see life indirectly through the nimbus of the super
natural. Jn1;tead of subordinating the priesthood 
in nati~nal affairs to the recognised leaders of the 
nation, ex'hlting it only in its rightful capacity of in
fluence upon the social and individual conscience, a 
theocracy is apt to reqUire that its leaders move, 
encumbered by the counsels of the priests. 

It was the Prophet's cicRr perception of these 
facts that gave its Pecu1iar characteristics to Islam. 
H e established a stro:!ng confra ternity, and made 
substription to a blllilf . nd concise formula its sole 
condition of membership. 13ut Arab blood was rom
paratively unmixed, and the greater part of Moham
meq's work was done for him, in the close bond 01 
consanguinity that united his central group. At 
one bound, and without any means save that power 
of personality which is the: first dem':lIld of the 
theocratic method, he perfoJ"lIled the double task of 
creating an all-absorbillg consciousness of na.tion
ality, and tarrying his People through the required 
e:mnncipation of thought. To this day the great 
Scmitised belt that divides Easteru Aryans and 
Mongolians from Europe, reminds us, whenever we 
I~k at the map, of the reality of bis achievement. 
And the history of the origios of European leamillg 
remains to attest the enthus iasPl of freedom which 
he codferred on the Saracenic intellecf\ 

<Weographica1 conditions impose lipon India tbe 
ume·J1ecessityof unification ~t all i>!'fi, a.nd ye! 
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"-combine "i(h.~ther facts to make her the meeting· 
gt"ound of all faces. Especially is this the c:ase in 
m~ern tinles, when the ocem has become a road~ 
way in~d of a bound,uy. She isnlmost,Q museum 
of races, creeds, and social formations, some hO<lry 
with~ge, some crade .with e.l:cessive youth. Thus 
her problem is vastly more 'difficult than that ,of 
Arabia before the seveoth century. Yet she con, 
lains in herself every clement of self.recovery. 

If the fact had been open to doubt before, the 
British rule, with its railways, its cheap postage, 
and its common language: of affairs, woula suffi
ciently have demoostraled the terriloriat unity of 
the country. We can see to-day that India's is an 
organic, and no mere mechanical, unity. "The 
North," it has been said, "prooUl.;es prophets, tbe 
Soulh priests." "-nd it is true that her intel1ec:tual 
and disttiminating faculty, Iter 'Powc:r of recognition 
and formulation, lies in the ~uth; that Mahratta, 
Mussulman and Sikh, form hc:r £xec:utive; while to 
Bengal, the c:Quntry that 'bas fougbt no battle for 
her own boundaries, falls the offic:e of the heart, 
which will yet suffuse aU the rest with the realisa'ion 
of the vast inclusiveness of meaning of the great 
word "India." Historically the Indian unity is 
obvious. And if socially it appear doubtful, the 
country itseU could set aside the doubt in an installt 
by grasping that intuition of nationality which alone 
is needed to give the s¢rituaJ impulse toward con~ 
solidation. 

But the bare faet of an actual social, historical, 
and geographical unity, waiting for precipitation as 
a national consciousness, is not the only possessbn 
of India at the present crisis. She has a great past 
to return upon , and a clearly defined economy for 
tlndel. HeI7"lraditions are unstained. Then!:' is no 
demt!nt of't.'ational life-MI, poetry. literahlre, 
philo,~phl';'sricDc:e-in which she bas Dot al some 



ON THE LOOM 01\ TJME "};7t 

time been uceptiol'lally strong. She !I.aS' orgalli~ed 
at leut two empires of commanding etlaracter. In 
architecture, three of the most imposing styles in t_ 
world hav~ been hers-the. Dravidian in the.South, · 
the Buddhist across middle India from Orissa to' 
Bombay, and the Indo-SaraccQic ift the North . .J 

There can be little doubt that her nut perioOwill 
confront India with the necessity of introducing 
some cont'fnunity of ritual as between priest and 
people; and this of itself must create fresh archi. 
tectural ne~d~, a new architecture of the communal 
cOllsciollsncss which would be. sufficient to make the 
required appeal to the national imagination, and at 
the same time give the IIceded scope to the passion 
of democracy. 

For in looking to the growth of a sentiment Of 
nationality as the solution oj Indian problems, we 
are of course lurninl a~ay rrom kings and priests, 
and appealing to Woma\! and the People. A similar 
appea1, in the only {o·rnt possible to the unmi;l\ed 
theocracy of Ihat day, was fq,ade by Buddhism; and 
the whole history of India, from the Christian era 
ollw~rds, is the story of the education of the popular 
consciousness, by the unifying and ameliorating in
fluence of Hinduism, as it was tben tbrown open. 
To-day, if we adopt, moral and intellectual lests as 
the criteria of civilisation, we can hardly refuse to 
admit that in such issues the East has been more 
successful than the West. Ir.strength of family ties; 
in sweetness and decorum of family life; in wide
spread understanding of the place of the personal 
development in the scheme of religion as a whole; 
in p>wer of enjoyment of leisure, without gross 
physical accompaniments; in dignity, frugality, con
tinuous industry with0ut aggressive activity; in 
artistiC-appreciation of work done and\doing: an" 
abo~ all in the ability to concentralll the wllole 
facu1t:/_ at will, even the poorest da.~if~n India, 
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whatever tllej; religion, will rompare favourably with 
maDY who are,;. far above them in the West, Such 
aWl some ·of the result!': of the Buddhist period. 

TheoMogul Empire fell into decay flld failed, 
'Simply because it did Dot Wlderstand how to base 
itse'ff on a great J>!:'pular conception of Indian 
unity. It could neither assimil<lte the whale of the 
reJi&:ious.impuise of India, nor yet detach itself com~ 
pletely frOIll it. Hence, as a governmc: .. t, it suc
ceeded neither in rootio!: itself permaoently, nor in 
creating that circuit of national energy which alone 
could have given it endurance. Neve'rtheless, it 
contributed invaluable elements to the nr.tiOnal life 
of the future, <lnd it is difficult to see how that life 
could hope to organise itself without its memorable 
preliminary experiment. 

The foreign character of the English period pro
duced, as its first eIfec[, a T7id ... sense of bewilder
mellt and unrest, which ga:.re birth to a hundreo d 
projected pauaceas. Thc;re" wqe social reformers, 
who thought that by :l. programme more purely 
destructive than they then realised, their IIIother
land would be best served. And while we may 
deprecate the form taken by their zeal, we can but 
admit that DO other testimony could have been given 
to the living energy of the race which would have 
been so convincing. If India ll civilisation had 
really been stationary, as is so sapiently supposed 
by the West, the embe~ could hardly have leaped 
into such flame , at the 6are touch of new ideas. If, 
on the other hand, the country ha.d acct:pted the 
superficial theory, and run agate in the endcavour 
to reform Itself, we could not thereafter have ~~:m . 
ceived of India as possessing sufficient depth alld 
stability to make hope possible. Meanwhile the 
reformers h'lve not failed to bring forth fruits- They 
1I'a"',e produ .. ,d groups of persons who repr:esent 
what is y,.ah!able in Western thought and 'labits, 
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without necessarily being denation\.lised, and- they 
have demonstrated once [or all the-fact that India, 
contains sufficient forces of restitution ·within -ncr. 
self to ~e completely independeDt of fore'gn advrce 
and criticism. 

Next carne political agitators, who sected to 
think that by entire'deference to an alien idea their 
country would be saved. There can b~ no dou'1 
that h€te also a villu:lble contribution had been 
made. The foreign idea can never save India
indeed, theuseofthe word" politics" in the present 
state'of the country may strike some of us as a 
painr'ul ' insinceri ty-but a t the same time, the 
mastery and assimilation of the foreigners' tllethod 
is an absolute necessity. T he education of the 
people, also, to a kl~owlcdge of their common 
mtcrcsts , and the throwin~ of a net of friendshi p 
and mutual intcr~olHse ill over the country, are 
great sen'ices. 

Outside social- tJ.n~ political movements, again, 
there are a hundred cnt~Uleipations and revivals of 
religious centres, all of which afe noteworthy symp
toms of inherent vitality. And still a fourth school 
declares that the one question of India lies in the 
economic crisis, and th at that once surmounted al l 
will be well. 

At this moment, however, a new suspicion is 
making itself heard, a suspicion that behind all these 
interpretations-the soc\al reform, the political 
agitation, religious movements, and economie 
grievanccs-there stands a greater real ity, domina· 
ting and co-ordinating the whole, the Indian national 
Miea, of which each is a part. It begins to be thought 
that there is a religious idea thilt may be called 
Indian, but it is of 110 single sect; tl,at thert is a 
sochil idea, which is the property ~f no cast", or 
group; that there is a historic evdtition, ill>which 
all a.re united; that it is the thing"w:>j1in all these 
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-rhick alone.i!tCto be c.alled IIIndia." If this con· 
ception should "revaH, it will be seen that social, 
polito1cal, economic, anet religious workers have all 
a5ke hewed to reveal it; bot it can never be 
allowed that the whole problem is erononllc, grave 
as th1!- last-mentiontd feature of the situation un· 
doubtatly is. It is nol merel,)" the status, but the 
rery nature and character of the collective person
ltIity of a whole nation, occupying one of theJargest 
areas in the world, that has to be 1'ecapmred. In 
the days when ancient Egypt made an eternal 
impression on human civilisation, the 'peg;onal 
belongiugs of her great llob)es were no moreo than 
those of an Indian cowherd to-day. It was the senti
ment of fraternity, the: iO!'l tioct of synthesis, the mind 
of co_ordination, that were the secret of her power. 

The distinctive spirituality of the modem world 
depends upon its abilitj to .thiJ:k of things as a 
whole, to treat immense masse'f. 01 facts as units, to 
bring together many kinds of,aotivity, and put them 
in true relation to one aozo\ber. this is the reality 
of which map, census, afJd newspaper, even cata
logue, museum and encydopzdia, arc but outer 
symbols. In proportion as she grasps this inn1.:r 
COnll-nt will India rise to the height of he r own 
possibilities. 

The sacraments of a growing nationality would 
lie in new developments of her old art, a new 
applkalion of her old pq,wer of learnedness, new 
and dynamic re ligious inierprc:tations, a new idcale 
ism in shorl, true child of the nation's own past,with 
which the young should throb and the old be 
revercnt. The test of its success would be the 
combining of renewed local aDd individual vigout 
with ·a power of self-centnlisationand self-expression 
hitherto unknqlYn. 

fiut.. before ~ch a result could come about, we 
lIlUst SUPPOJ>C the children of every province C'/Ifld 
e"f.,!ry sect be dI:e with · ~he love of the MotherUnd. 
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Sikh. Mahratta, and Mussulmal1', we~lIst imagine . 
possessed each by the thought of Irr«ia, not of bis 
own group. Thus each name distinguished in \Ill" 
history of. any part would be: appropriatect.by th~ 
country as a whole. The Hindu would prostrate 
himself on the steps of the mo~ue, the Moham~an 
offer salutation before the temple, the Aryan .w:nte 
the history of Islam with an enthusiasm illipossible 
to those "'ithin its walls, the Semite stand forth as 
the exponcnt of India's heroic past; with the 
authority qftme who sees for the firs t time with the 
eyes or-manhood . For we cannot think that a mere 
toleration "of one another's peculiarities can ever be 
enough to build up national sentiment in India. As 
the love of David and Jonathan, a love fhe stron~r 
for distance of birth, such is that last and greatest 
passion which awakes in him who hears the sorrow
ful crying of the y<llln~and defenceless children of 
his own mother. Ea41 difference between himself 
and them is a sourrz "o"jqy. Each need unknown 
to himself feeds his passiot'l/=.· r'!!lf·sacrifice. Their 
very sins mer:! with no condemnation from him, 
their sworn champion and servant. 

But has India to-day the hidden strength for such 
developments? What of the theocratic conscious
ness.? What of warring rcligious convictions? 

Whether or' not she has adequate strength for 
her own renewal, only tho sons of India are eom
pc~ent to judge. BU[ it ,;s certain that in the 
na tionali s. ing of a great nation, the two theocracies 
would reach, on the human s ide, thcireommoll flower
ing-point, Do not all kingdoms ofGon hold forth the
ho,e of a day when the lame shall walk, and the blind 
see, the leper be. cleansed, and the poor have the 
Gospel preached unto them? The theocratic con
scious1\ess is Dcver jealous of the SOlita! good, b~ 
proftlundly susceptible of it. It seeb"\t indee~ as 
its tnit goal. What of the theocratic c"n~iousness. 
what ot !51igioll, should a da:l' 'ever ,oloe To taas i~ 
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' which men d(.;cove'ted that divine revelations were 
meant to unit\.-humanity, not to sunder it? Surdy 
tlr. questibn is hardly serious. The old orthodoxy 
Of the A rab would stiU be the austerity of the 
Mohammedan. The ancient piety of the Hindu 
wo~ still and for evt.r be the church. of the devoted 
life_ "Yet both would have f6und new purpose and 

' common scope, in the re-making of the Motherland. 
Nevertheless, the question remains. TIe roo.d is 

clear, but has India strenglh to f01Jow it 1 
Jackals prowl about the buried citicsaoddeserted 

temples of the Asokan era. Only a memori dwells 
within the mnrb!e p<tlaces of the .Megu', Is the 
nnghty Mother not now exhausted? Having given 
to the world, is it not enough? Is she again to 
rouse and bes tir herself for the good of her own 
housebold 1 Who can tell? Yet in all impotence 
and desolation of the p';ese:,t, ..... oidst the ruin of his 
country and the decay of hi ... pride,an indomitable 
hope wakes still in the h~. c.f.. the 'Indtao peasant. 
"TltR! which i:. .. . .:!~.j ,f.ass: and that which has 
heeD. shall'again be;' t,e mutters" to the eud of 
time." And we seem to cntch in his words tile. 
sound of a greater pmphe.cy, of which this is butthe 
echo---

.. Whenever the dharmma decays, and &-dharmma 
prevails, tben I milnifut myself. F or the protection 
of the good, for the destruction of the evil. for tht; firm 
I:IItablishment of 

THE NATIONAL RlGHT.EOUSNESS 
1 am born again and again." 
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