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AUTHOR'S PREFACE 

The title requirefil some explanation and 
.iu~tification. The SOllrce~ upon which the, in
quiry that follows is hased aro till: s(Hml1ed 
J i\tnk ns or legends of previons hil'lhs contained 
ill tbo Pali Canon of Southel'll BlIIltlhh:m, tilat. 
is, they 1\1'(' the stork .. which relate to the fivC' 
hunth-ecl and fifty existences which Buddha in 
hi s various form s, ran ging from that of an 
animal to that or it goo, lUllst ha\'e g-one t hrough 
hero!'e hi s liua.l existence. The tntC and moM, 
lUlCient germ of the .Tfltaka collection is COlt
taill ed in the \'e I'St~!.4 (g~tht, s) which cxhihit in 
IIIIC(' the essential C\' Cllts of the legends and 
whose number determines the arl'angement 

of the Jatakas, 'l' hese verses constitute, with 
the prose-commentary which gives the legenci 
a more ex plicit form, the so-called atUopf!,t.~//U, 

the "story of the PAA!," which has (or its 
subject-matter the e7'pel'iences of Buddba in 
o~e of his former ex istellce~. Each of thesb • 
stories is preceded .as an introduclion by n. 
P(lCC1tppannavaltku or "history of ~he prescnt 
times," which .te11s us of the event in Buddha's 
life ·which impelled hUn to narrnte t.he history , , 
of -Ute past (01' iIlust.rating the events of the 
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pn:&mt day. Then follow~ the HO'lJuxlll4nlt, or 
" connexion" b~' which Buddha, who NlInern-' 

hers not only his own prcviou51 existcll~ hut 
that· of peoplc arouml him, idcutifies the persall!! 
of the a!U(1)alllm with those of the pltfJCIIP})(t.1/·

,wDaf.t 1111. 
~ ~'J'h e ,Tl\takas an: Itlust mried ill tbpir 
!Hlhject-nmttcr: they consist, in pa.rt., of ~torie!l, 

pam.lJles 01' fahle~ of lI.nilll:d."!, partly, of ~cp.nes 
frOtll JudiRll folk-life Of a chrerillg or etlif.ving 
chl\l'l\('t.cr. COI\t;oqucntly, OUI" SOItrCtl is not only 
competcllt to .. u'ouse interest ill the domain of 
the hi story of ' iitcl'at,m'e; the collection I)f 

' h:gtmd» if! of more importance af! a l'csen'oir 
fol' materials for cuILHrtl-hisLOl·Y. E,'ory account 
of the life in ancient Inui<t which will ever be 
written in future must lake account of the 
Ji'lt;tkfl. which has justly hee n cnllcu a t.hOAAUTUiO; 
of Indian Iluti'luit.ics, Stn.te and private. ~ 

'tha.t I ha.n~ plli.cel1 the culture which 
thl:: . JJ\ta'ka8 cxhihit in North-Eastern India, 
will, I hope, not pro\'oke any opposition. 
For although most of the storip.s contained in 
our lWurces are, so far as their contents are con· 
cerned, the common proJ>8rty of t,he Indian 
people and were known all over India, yet in 
the form in which they appear in the Jl\takas, 
they belong to a pa.rticU:lal" part of ~ ~ndia.. 
namely, tilC! norl,h-ell.~t, the hom~ .0' Buddji<Jm~ 



Here, In tht ~ kiJl gd(jm of the Kasi-Ko~la 

and Magadha, in the Slates whcre Bud
dha, according to tmdit.ioll, lived and Laught, 
the somewhat ancicn t stories took the garb 
of Buddhistic hil' th-lagcuds; here tlre acts 
of by far the largest majority of the J;\Lakiis were 
performed, and if some particular incidents among 
them occurred elsewhere, evcn in the most distant. 
west, still the whole mass of detail, in which all 
the J lUakas agree, poill ts to the fact thl~t what 
we find here is only an external trausCel'cnce of 
the scene, 

Il may seem to be a very hold thing to tak~ 

all tlil tirely deLenllillal e period. Ilnmel~., thc agl~ 

of Buddha, fOl' the age of th e Iv~: l'nd s and the 
state of civilization depicted ill lhwlI . Taken a. ... 

a wholc, thc collect.joll o~ ,Jf,t~\ka" in their present 
form surely dOt!s not. represell t al1~' sill g le cu lture 
period. MallY of the .Jiltakr.s al'u undoubtedly 
very old and belong, so far as tiH'ir origin is 
conccl'Ilcd, to the pre-Buddhistic period. 'fhat 
they were known ill the third century B, C, 
and that too in the f<,rm or legends of prtlviow~ 

birth:; of Buddha. designeel for the educa.tion of 

laymen-for this we 1la\'6 irrefutnble evidtmce in 
the ., sculptures in the third century B. C. which , 
arc found in the. wmbstonel! of Sanchi, Amttr(\
rv~' ,~d ·Bh~rhut; thalle relicfl:! represent SCtm es, 

from~!he 'J¥as 'Snd the 'iuperscriptions which 



x 

are ~l(lded to t.he incli\' iduai relWtlStl lltatioll s agree 
with the titles contained in O Ul' texts. If thtl!-.tl 

sculptures give liS, as the lower limit of t~e ngtl 
of the .1t'ltakds, the thinl centul'Y Re., there are 
reasons-·as has been shown c1e.trly by lliihler 
(indio"t S(ltdie~, No.3, p. 17 sq. in the" Sib;· 
ungsberichwn del' Wiener Akademie, l)hilos
hist. Classe " Vol. 132 )-1'01' placing it in a still 
Aarlier age. I 

On th~ original hcd much clay 1;\' /l S (l~po· 

sited iu the COUI'lm of cmJ/,llries, till the J :Hakas 
came to acqu ire the f OJ'1ll which they ;\t prestlllt 

have. The ill troduct()]·~· Ilarral,ivtl:s are, although 
they relate to Uie time or Buddha alld go hack 
to the older port ions of the Pali canon , mallj· 

festly cOIllJlosed nfler the begiHlling of the Clu'is· 
Han era; the comlilioll s de:;(:I'ibt.'cl in the jJacclI]J 

p amwv(tttlllt, the life of tiLtl cloister which is pOl" 
trayed with t.he minutc!;t detail and regulated by 
precise rules, the relat ion hetwcen the laym en and 
the confederation aild mUI1Y other lnattt.~rs show <t 

departure [rom the culLurc·ptll'io<l of the (dilct 
vaUftu. and poillt to a lime. when Huddhism had 
alrtludy become a power alld !'uled over every
thing. If t.he view ot" culture to be sketeh<.'<l. by 
me It.llpl\ars some what uniform , it i ~ because the 
later compOllcntlS of the Ji'tta ka collection are left 
out of account; wlwl'u tlltIy have Ocen cOJlsidered, 
I have hrought out alwaYI$ very prominently 



their chal'l\Ctet' as pnCCltppaIUl{/.f)ftttIi.U. Now, 
even In the oldest form, then~ was some 
portion which was !\pccilically Buddhistic and 
therc was a good deal of ~ubsidiary matter that 
WI\S introduced later to continue t he thread of the 
tlIuTllt·il'e. In geJleral, wc can s lIppa<;e that our 
legeml:;; havc changtJJ vcr,\·lit.tle from their origj·
nat form, a:;; the oral t.r i\I1!\mis!\iou of stich :;;tori6.~ 

i!\ generally true to t. he lett tH' of the original and 
JUtS pl'(~scrl'cd the [orm in lrh ich they obtnined 
currency among th e disciples of Buddhf\ find 
spread from mouth to month. 

Ont of the rich historica l matcrial which 
the Jutaka-~ contaiu, I II /we put togcth~t· in 
the pl't1<1cnt wOI'k first t.hat which refers to the 
·social organisation and specially La the ca.!\te
retationshiII; from thi!!, t.he inquiry has no 
doubt at tim e!\ drifted to uthe!' maUp.rs. A 
thol'ough-going account of tlw puli tical and eco
nomical relations, as they ruleu in Buddha's 
time in North-East] ndia, I hope to be able to 
give at a later time OIl a hl'oader bal;iM by drawing 
UpOIl t.he whole l'ali canon,/lmt I do not think 
of dealing with this problem before 1 have made 
myself clear on <,: question without a ~olution of 
which a oompletR understanding of the life..of 
ancient India lS ullthinktl.ble. 

'fhe respon!lihility for this work is entirely 
mIne but I feel it my duty to tha.nk Prot. 
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Oldt:nberg for various suggest ions and kind help. 
I have also to give m~' thanks to Prof. Jacobi, who 
WI\S kind enough to go through the proofs, as 
well as to my friend Aud former colleague, Dr. 
W ischman n, who bas !'I~o helped me in reading 
the proOfs. 

The quotations from the .ll'l.tnkas refer to 
Fau.'Ibijll 's editioJl!;, of which up fa now five 
volumes h,"'6 Ilppl'nred. 'I'he ~ixt h volume 
which is being puhlished I have not. heen able 
to make use of. 

ltegat'ding th" translit('ratioll of Pali and 
S"nskrit words it is to ho remnrked that (! ("') 

soundil like thn Ciel'man " tsch " and .i hll!! t.he 
Mme !lound <\ .. <1 ill the Engli."Ih wor,1 • journey'; ~ 

Ilnd .It are proll oUllC'ecl like ihe GCI'ml\n- • !lch,' 
IJ il'l AS sharp as "~ .. " :md P. lintl II are a lwltys 
long. 



PREFACE '1'0 TIm ENGLISH EDITION. 

Thank>: to the original cOllctlpl.ioll and adroit 
ex{.'CutiOll of Sir Asuto~h 1\lookel'jee, ~al'llSvl\ti. 
President of the Post-Gri\dulI.te Department, a 
special Degree in M.A. in Ancient Indian History 
and Culture was instituted oy ~he Calcutta Uni;, 
vct!lity i.I)~8. And as the r$l1Il'se ill its entirety 
WAS too vast. for the comprehensioll of flny studtlllt 
within t.he t,ime at hi~ di~po!la.J. the suhject wa,~ 
dh' ided into four Grou}l>:. One of these Groups 
is Social and Con~titlitiOllal History dealing with 
socill-llife, manners, cllstoms and ceremonies, a.1; 

well M economic life, principles and methods of 
administration and ethnology. It is impossible t() 
exagger~te the s})f'ciltl difficulty with ",hich the 
University lecturers had to struggle, because 
there were very few manuals or text·boo),;~ 

which eould be pre"sCri bed for the use of the" 
student. Of the few books again that '4ere. 
available, most werc eit.her in German or in 
French. Such, e.g., was Dr. Richard Fick's 
Die 'S0ci4le GIWer,mg im NOt'do8t/ichen Ixdiett 
'* BuddhlU Zeit. The importa.lloo of this book 
for the sooia.l and a<1minis·t.rath'e history 0( 
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ancient India cannot possibly be denied, based 
as it is on Ule .l~takfls of the PElli Buddhist caDon. 
One hall only to look to the contents of this book 
to be oonvincec.l of it·. The different subjects 
handled in the different chapters throw a flood 
of light on the social life of northern India in and 
oofore Buddha's time which is believed W hR.V6 

been portrayed by the JataklUl. Unfortunately 
for the student" of India, Dr. l"ic}('s work is in 
German and could in no way be useful to them, 
most of them not being acquainted with German. 
~n these circumstn.nces tbe Board of History 
recommended that it should be- translated into 
English and that this tran"laUon should be pu·b~ 

lished by the U Diversity. It WlL<; no easy matter, 
however, to find out a scholar capable of under
ta.king this tnl.Dslation. .lust. a.t that time 
Dr. 8. K. Maitra, Director, Indian Institute of 
Philosophy, Amalner, came to Calcutt-a from the 
Bomba.y Presidency on some bnsines!l. He had 
alre&dy undertaken the translation of ·Dr, Ludwig 
Stein's Die Phil080phuchen Slr(}m,ungen det' 
Gegenwart for the Calc'utta University and done' 
it satisfactorily, The History Board was thus 
f.n & way induced to approach him with their 
requ~t, and he with his inherittld zeaJ. for the 
oause of education allowed this new task to be 
imposed on him, in spire of too multifar'ioua 
dutiee that . pressed on bim ' heavily at that 
time. :E:'or the present publication, therefore, tJiI 
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University's highly indebted. to him. How 
beautifully Dr. Maitra has performed his task 
will be seen from the fact that none who goes 
through the book aver feels or even suspects 
that it is a translation. 

D. R. BHANDARKAR, 
Carmichael Professor qf .dncie1tt 

1 JUlian History a1td O"Uure, 
Calcutta. Unitlerrity. 

CALCUTU : 1 
TI'l! 8th .dug"sl, 1920. 5 
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CUAPTER I 

I NTRODUCTION 

... .. . (~e . 11'C~f. pus la fh6wj" (lui peut ,"(md,'" t:omr,te de,," 

{"its; ell "Oll~ les rai!, ~ 'Ini nll101,L A w.; r la tlu::'(wic suus SOli 
n~.i jour, ,. I" "(WICI1 CI" ,Iall" I!CS jush$ jimitcs. 

'rhe time is p<lst when people u~ed to t.hink 
tbat so far as ancient India was concerned, it 
was enough to consider only Drahmanical 
literature. 'rhe view t.hat for ancient Indian 
culture and ancient. I ndia.n life, we rClluirc only 
to consider RrailmanieHI source~, is necessarily 
one-sided, hec1usc these sources were writt; 
from a one-sided point of "jew. For t heir authors 
immersed in the priestly views, the world which 
surrounded them, material as well as spiritual, 
existed only so far as it related to the sacrifices 
with their litany and theil' ritua.l which filled 
all their thoughts ant! aspirations, and where, as 
in tha text·books of law, there was a departure 
from this special view-point and the entire 
domain o'f law and morals for private as well as 
public life was taken into account, this was 
still done from the standpoint or theorisins; 
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Brahmanism '; nay, even in epic literature, where 
one could expect most a view of i·he real stale of 
things, this was prevtlnted or, at any rate , rendered 

(p. 2.)" 
difficult by the a ll-eclipsillg under
woor! of theories and systems. 

No .wonder that this world which the BrA.hml\l).us 
interpreted in their own way appears so foreign 
and so strange to Iltl ; no wonder that in 
many poin ts i t agrees so littlfl with what 
we know of ancient J ndin from other 8ides. 
Now-a-days, however, we l10 more eOlJ.siuer a 
non-Drahm a.llical '-;OU 1'ce, 8 lWh ao;; the accounts 
of the Greek messenger l\f.cga.<;thenes, unreliahle 
simply hecause it ca llnot he hrought into 
ha.rmony with the Brahmanieal theoI'Y~; \\'(1 

try, on the other hnnd, to collect all avrtilahle 
material, whether i t i1J. of Buddhistic, Jaina 
Or Greek origin, wllicb t1xhibits the priestly 
theories in their tl'ue li ght- nay, W(~ do not 
even hesitate to nH\kc IlSC of the conditions 
of modern India which on account of the 

• The figur<lll 0" t.bo mArgin [:!) , ra},"t~., rtlnt" to tIL.- !"'I:.'" "a •• I>e~~ 
of ~he origi" ,.1 Grrm .. "._7'mn'ltIlM. 

, Old~nherg, Rclig;"" tk. Yrd4, p. 25 . 

• So " niDI! Mn:r Duncker, Gc~ehid;l~ • .k~ Al t",l/t" ... , 4th f:rli ~it"" 
Yol. Ill, p. 319. "When ~ h" G..,,,h I!:i~" ",,~eu instet>d or four·u.t<!&, 
.. be .. the offiei"!l, the Rl'iQ! , ",I the ..... i ... "., .. "d ! .. u!y, the I,,' nee ... 

",,,d the .hephenh lote do"ignllte<l ... ""p"rllu' "I .. ~.e. hf them, this , 

error ..n .... from Ihe reu"" Ih.1 they looi DPO" thpe., ""~!.e·di,·i""III'." 
Of. lurthw LuII'D, r..d ...... h~ AlrtrI4f<m.k .... d,·, 2ml MiiU ..... V<!~ . H, p.715, 

"1itU be (Mllguthcnet) took lewn in.tee.d "r fnur i, nm oWU.' 
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"ta.hility of most Oriental cultures have preser~ed 
so milch of the rast, fol' com parison with, and 
for the cs:planation of earlier periods. 

Nowhere does the ol1 e -sidednes~ of Drah
manicar -explanat-ion sec~l so manifest as in the 
1l1anner in which t he Indian society is shaped in 
priest ly lit erature . Heed lcs~ of all reference 
to racts, the lll'tt hmR1Ws huilt up a theory which 
appeared to t hem to establish [of ever, througb 
eternal nnel Di"i lH' l'el\~Oll;:, theil' rui('. As the --
foundatio n for t heir caste-t heOl'Y, they mac,le .use 
of ce rtain class-distinctions \\"hi~h , as 6'\'ery
where, e xistnu ill a. wholl y analogous manner 
among- the Il'allian~ and which exis ted in India 
eH~n in tho o lal.l~t Vedic age and were trans

[ I'. 3.] 
lllittt~(1 to the V ('da . .'! . Here they 
found 11..," a line of demarcation 

which was anLhoriL"tive fol' them and which 
was not too cil'cumscrihed, that suggested by 
t.he oppo>iition hetween the ruling ch sses, 
the priestly clas::;c~ a.nd the common people 
and t he still sharper sepa.ru,lion of thc entire 
Aryan population from the poppies who were 
inimical to them, namely, the daty!", who 
by their (lark skill~ were distinguished from the 
fa.ir · conquerors, a nd , 50 far as they were subju
gated, w.ere employed in the capacity of slaves. 
With these distincti\)U5 of profession l\nd race, 
the iuthors of the lawbooks ma.de certain rules 
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concerning religiou!': rites ami regulating mar
rmge and food which protll.\hly lmu. heen COl'rent 
from ancient time.~ in In!my trihes of the people 
and specially, in their class, and thus developed 
the concept 'caste,' whose chief ciIamcteristic they 
took t l) be that which wn.~ t he most, obvious 
mark" of the four cf1.~tes, namely colour (~r.tl.a).l 

The Bralltnanicat. J.1le-.Qry' _divides Indian 
'~.!Iciety_in·&;, .~..rou;·-~stI,!S :1.nU IH'escrihes for each 
of these wholly fixed profes~Q.n'" and a.ot jvities. 
At the head stanil the nrMlmtlna~ ; they repre
sent' the. priest a lJd ~he-;:-cll~;;-"They have 

[p.4] 
fol' their work the teaching and 
lOt.udy of the Veda, t.he offering 

of sacriliccs for t.hcmse\ves and for others 
and the r(;)ceivin~ ,md giving of a lms . The 

, It i, boynn,] ~h" "<:op~ or Illy I,enhl .. ,,, which ;. only concet"~d with 

th. condit,o" of .. p8rti.ml»r pc·.in.], t~ " xamiM in <1ci4i1 th" 'I',~ ... (.inn 

of 110 .. origin or ~h" "".t,t,. "no] p"J',:ci"lJy, or tho j"lI"cncc whi~h tho 
io.tit"~io,, "r r.mily h,," upon the 1",lIdinl{ "J' of ca""'. J rofe .. tho rMdor 

to th .... rtielo or Soo"rt, Lu C'''le~ ,fa ... l' I ,,,!c in tho" Re~uo doe olnu~ 

mondoe" (V"I •. J ~ I , 122, 12':;), whIch r '"<lnoi<lor tho UlO~t oo".i ble lind 

.""wlhhlol: thnt II ... 'WO ' been writl-On "h"",t tbo In ,Ii'''OI.Ites. 1" parti . 

=1". point. tho .I>t.tornenh nO ,]""b! 0\0",1 i" noc<1 or proof h"r"rc they 

Gin Ix> ""I:ol"<\"d n. oci"ntif\c {"dl. EII"'"i,r.II)", tl,u pro"""itio" which is 
to I>fI 1000kr.'<J ul'''n n.a th ~ "" .. "iliA] point ()f hi, tbeory, n&moly, t.h.t 

"OBAtoi. the nur mn\ 'lol"eln]>mo,,~ or ~ho ""',lent Arynn fan,ily oon""ptiOIl~ 
_ .... hnrdly to ... eet Ildeq .. nt<tly the ot.joction tbBt 110 tl"lWOa of thu. 

t voloprum.t of tho ('Imily into t ho Cl\.lta II", to "'" {Ollnd ill tho Vedu, 

"-'~h tho hol pot tho followitrg Iu,temcnt ' "The developmont might hAl''' 
ttI'koo plo.cc too slo wly, it ~.to upon too ;net inctivo, too primlti,.. 
eltln,enb t o jt"ivc ... ",Deb ovideneo of tbi, ~l"mont in .. litoratll~ l och 
.. tbat of (bolty':llIu." 



B:.~i!f!:.~riy1l~ or " war.l:~f.S " have f9f tbeir 
du ty ~hfl n},otect.ion .. of the J)lople. the gl~ing 
OLJ:I,lm~ t tbe offering of sacrifices and the 
.-itudy of t1lf~ Veuas; to th.~_ Va.j~~~~ .JRe...tlg.wg . 

of cattle, trade and agri~ultur.e ~ere ~ss.igned 

as their work, but along with ·tbese, 
gi ving alms, olfo l'ing sacri fi ces and study are 
made their duties; the Surll'as, tinally, . have 
only OlIn work imd that is to seT\' ~ 'q~~ 
other three castes (AI itllavadbarmasastra 
I. 87-91). 'l'hc authors or Ihe lawbooks could 
not possihl y co nee1~1 the ineonsistency of this 
their them'y wit h t.he .>l.lI rroll ll(ling facts, Most 
el~l'iy prolJably, the two hig'hest castes, the 
priesti'! fLlld t1w warriors, were brought into 
I'elation with t he roal facts, hut th~ gren.t mass 
of the people who in the cou]'.<;e of a progrc8sive 
civilization were assignor} the various 
professions cou ld only be held fast : bidoing 
violence to facts. But how to explain the 
cxhlt.ence of innumerable facts contradicLing)he 
theory? It wouM not do to inLroduce new 
castes without destroying the sacred old 
tradition. "'m e Brilhmal)a, the Kshatriya, the 
Vaisya, these three' castes have two births, the 
fourth has only one birth; and t here is no fifth 
(caste)"-so it is said in Manu (X, 4), 

People joined with the alre!\{ly current th~n 
Anot&Qr.,llnd that was the theory of mix.ed casteBi 
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lH~ting npon t.hil<, people hegan to look upon 
only t he chillil'oeil hy properl~' wdllded women 
ot' t,he ~tne C;tste as Iltlloll~in~ to t.he caste of 
their fathel' and the children l'CsuHing from 
t.he uniOil of IWfel'cnl ca~te" AS llIixed castes, 
and t. hi~ in the followin:~ way: tI~e higher the 
cn.ste of Ow mother ,tnd the lower the caste of 
t ile C,;ther, the lowel' heCIIllw the caste of the 

i~sue. T1Hl l<. the='::l~'i=I'~I~b~o~'~n~o~riii:tl=,;e~u=n~io~nD;;0~f;;a • 
Brl\hn~~~~ __ ~\' itIL it VltiSy:! gjrl waH callec' ~n 
4muashllia.. so it was ea..II~(l a Nisllllda when 
the union was with it Sfltl!'a,'j< daughter; the 
issue of the Jl1l1rdil~e of It K.shat.riya with 

the dau~htel' of a Stldra W;t.'I called 
{p. :'.J 

Qgra; tlw childrell rcrmlting from 
the opposite kind or union, namely. when 
the mother belonged to a hig'her and the 
{atht!!' to a lower C<l-<;t(', Il'ere called in the 
descending ordcr of t.heis' social rank, ~~ta. 

Ml\gadha, Vaideha, Ayogava, K"!.hattri and 
CtLJ}.tjlJn, All these mi xed castes were charac ' 
terised as of low hil'lh (apa$l.da), th~JR'l!lst 
and most . eoutemptible was, according to. the 
~eory, tht49a{1.{~~~ l}Cca~se resU!Hpg ..f!_'LllJ;_ th~ 
llDion of fI. BI'!\hnuu).a.'g da.ughter ~y.1t.h".JL~.Q..dr~. 
:r~~ougi.i further- co~;bination8. through further 
allin.nce.'\: between t.he four · .. recognised caste;:l 
e.nd the mixed CllsteS fLnd through marriages 
among the lH.t.tel" there a.rose a Curther number 
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of mixed castes. Among othel'R- J Dilly mant.io.1l 
the names which occur to me in lhis COlluex

ion-the issue of the union of a NishAda with 
f\ SudI'll. witt: was caHed Pukka.§<l aud the Vel)R 

was the issue of the alliance betWeen a Vai
dehaka and all Ambasht.ha woman. This,' bow
cnw, in 110 way exhausts tht: numher of mixed 
ca~tes; here come first. the !'la-called VrMyas, 
who are the iJio;sne uf if'!,;"it imat c unions of the 

three higher castes hut. who throu~h neglect of 
religious obligatiOJI , llmt· i.:o, lHlgJect of taking 
admission into their C<'l-stn ( lIpnnayana) 1.\1. the 
right time, 10.<lt the right, to hclollg' to that enste. 
'fh etr descendant.s fall again intodiffercnt, groups 
of .osites, according all they w(:re or~ina.lIy of 
Brf\llma1).a. Kshatriya. OJ' Vaisya ori~in) 'Va 
shall in coul'.~e of our en'luil'Y Ilome 1\cross 
them ~s l'lallns, Lh:cha vis and Na(a.>; who were 
all descended from the VJ"I\tyas of the Kshatriyn 
caste. Illllumet'ahledcspiscd :-nixed castes,a.gain, 
a.re the ofI1:iprillg' of those who t,b rough . 80m" 
[ajllradultery: con.·mnguineous marriage. aban
dODl'lJent of the pl·e.'olcribed prof"ssiol1-are ex
cOmmunicated [rom Ibe Al'yall Society; thus 
we hs:ve the origin or the Kai vafta out of th~ 
Union of a NishMft with an Ayog~va woman. 
To theBe mixed Cll.sw", professions were assigned 
with as much strictneS!i as in the case of tJie. 
four: official castes; for instance. to the.' SMa 
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,V~S a.c;signed the work of It Clll't·cl l'i\'tlr, to the 
Ambasht.ha. the Ilwdical profe,;<.:joll, to the l\fA{m.' 
.dhll,)rauc.:., to the Nishfl.fla, the killing of fi sh : 
to the Pukka,m. the Cilptm'illg' and killing 01 

(p. Ii.J t.he c.nc-d welliug tlllimlLis, t.o tlw 
CaJ~{~M~-,-thc Cllrr.\'il\~· of em;; 

and the oxecution of crjU),jn' ']w 

So much for the them'y of the llril.hllliU.l1lS 
(according to Uallu, X. [, sC)J It i ~ jll'll/lft fffCi(: 
evident tbnt we can1lot possihly have ill it 
true picture o.~ the real state of things: and i! 
is not. difficult to see how there has been «eve-
loped such a system. TIle Jl<lJllCS of tho p<lrticulnl' 

mixeU castes show vcry plaillly fhe mate
rial out o[ which the system is huilt; throughout. 
it i~ either geographjcid or ethnical relations, 
names of lands or people!:', whicJl give them \;hcir 
distinctive munus, :IS, for example, J\.1A.gadha, 

• 
NishAda, Vaideha, AllllJa.shtlltl., MalIa, Licchavi 
and Cat:tqA.la. Along wit lt thcs(: and to a much 
sma-Her extent, })J'ofesMiollal eategol'ies determine 
the names, as, SCtta, cart-driver, Velp~, maker 
of reeds, Nata, dancer, Kaivarta, fhdlcrman. 
The l5elf-contained existence of these and 
similar groups separaled front the Aryan Soojety. 
~ugb contempt .':Ihown toward:! their race or' 
their calling~, was too evident to make it possible 
to ignore them quietly or to l)ring them under 
ODe or 'other of the four casfes. The theory wa.! 



wid6ried and the mixed Castes were annexed 
to the ,four original and 'recognised castes by 
giving their families or ' professional groups I:L 

wholly arbitrary genesis. 
That the inadequacy of the orthodox theory 

and the necessity for ma.king certain concessioDs 
to truth was felt is, shown by nUl1lerous excep
tions to the general rule recognised for parti': 
eular cases. 'rhe law, according to which every 
caste was assigned a wholly fixed calli~g, could 
110t 00 maintained in this its exclusive form; 
people pe.rmitted at ti'·5t · the higher castes to. 
follow the ' mOOt! of life of the caste next· in 
nrder-iIi the system, hut people could not stop 

: there. and allo)Ved, tlvidlmtly, under preuDre of 
circumstanCM:Is, the higher castes to adopt ' tll~ 
prof~sioD8 which Wl;lfe originally consideretl 
pro~r fQl the lowel' ones. 'rhus, a BrM1m8~ 
may,;. if·~he · cannot eam hig living by 'the work' 
propet 10-, his own caste or by that of the warriqr 
caste, &dopt tho life of a Vaisya. ~ud earn his 
liv~ '. by agriculture and' rearing cattle" 
CMait~ . rx..l;-82)" . In praotice people went furtller 
and ~j.auppo,ee · tba~ ev~a among the ..:..~r6.h",: 

rpfl~ :·~~_;of·._a~C}iep:t~~f.ii.i~.~3:L.o! .. -c::~t· .l!!.e]moo4....nm._nD 1e18 

m~'~€~c!fl~ .. ~' 
~~ .. .i&.OL.~,~_:n~1q 110 btl!' ClollDOt " 

j llYihi~liiJi~ilt~lj.r~~c~; •. ~~~ (U;,,-



If we th us have in the Brahmanical 
t'hcory 11Ilything hut I~ picture o"f the real social 
condition!', WI: shou M not al ~o lose (sight or the 
[act Uiat thi!' I heol'Y :~fte l· i t w a...: promulgated 
wjthout much l'dt: I'C' ncc to f!ICb, J'eactod )lower
£u1Jy upon Illfl flwts (nc tun) condition.'!). rrhe 
more Brahman ical cu lt.me spreatl in Ule course' of 
eentllrjp-~, the more did liw l)J"icstly classes 
sncceed in stamping tlJt~ ir de..,i t·CII physiognomy 
upon t.he I ndian societ~, IhroH .~h their l'eligiJ?ul't 
3ml social illfl uence, 1.'he !'uptlfio!'ity ,of the 
Brf~hmal).a caste which cx me graduatly ,into 
recognition and at lirst" sllI'cl.v, \lot without oppo
sition, influcnced to a gre<l t extent the furthp,l' 

111. Iii ) 1"/), w,· rau j( " " ~ " i. l~" "f ,.1,, · u,»h;r"";Quln~~~ of t)IO:', " r~,. 

rt·.,i"". f"\low,,,1 by the" , i" ~ I,it e " r the I'rohilo;( i"" . We l.b~ ... ""~ 
.. ilL r>\~Yc" {k itnv" J, ll\c'lj"a\ HOPH ( "jli ts"k .. ), uutc],f'1'8 (~Ti. 
kra ;<;I» , ~h o l'kt·cl" · " < ("ip'u},;!,,, jha,,) \,,,, id I'rOreu i081' '(~bto 
gr~rn ... ~ya r'''j ii~~). ,,. ,, • .,,'8 ( ..t\rd'lh<>~h.i) . 1",.d~<>\U" (p .. iupil&)'~ i..fu,H 
(ku.IlUAJ "i<> .'(,"~ (h~»t';" ), "j\",ill"r~ ( t "i\ikn), ,ICIIle .. in. . pie~. 

t ,·;oif'wjj""yin ). ",,,k,,r. "r !,u w~ ",<>1 arl"<l""~ ;:~'1:'~:~~~~~:: 
tu~n.in~r. o r " 1" 1'1>3"1,, " .. t lk, 1001'.'" ,,,,,I conoul . 
milk . ), o.strol ogcr&, (amcn or bird_, inatruet<)rI< in tho 

weapml' (y",\dhQeury,,), ... rchitect.. to.01"ro of (~"';I;r'i 
'~I"oMr~ (~ynn ... jlvi,,), nllric "ltQri~t~ (krilhij lvill) II.Ild 
of C<>1']~c. (prct.sniryo.tllbr- So ... ".dnYI O"e ""1\ find, 
Ncs6~hl'~ Brief r iM" "f II", en.le . Y~'- af I~c 

",. <1 Owl /<, JolllhL.d, \ !>8(;, RraJl"'''l}'''~ 
feNjo.~, with ~h " ~ptjon ,of 811eh .. ~ udnj "" 

""."tnslly, 10" or ~te, .uell Jt.It, for. i<xlmp'-o. 

" .. " e rman. Wo 'ftnd tho., .1,,1\" ;-"i fl8" ~b " ~ 
~ 

o&rrler, "ouk, c.rt.d1jVfr, Wllo)OIII"'O, fteh\ .lI'ltcl., 

prof_;~) .illier, d .. ,,~rr, " tc.; etc. 



development of the .~ocial cOlHmion~ it. WM 

e<;sentially the prime cause of the \'Udall.':! gl'oup~ 

of the Indian .-:ociety whiclt'hnd h6en 
formed on the lines of professions 

or of races, mOdelling tht'mselvcs upon the 

{p.!!] 

llrahmanicl:lJ caste~ and so becoming what. tIle 
theory hnd already made therh. 

This superiority of the Jh1ihmtt.-,:t<\ easte, how
e\'er, extended ill no way 0\'01' the whole pl'O

\'in,co of ancit~l1t. In(\ia conqLLcl'tlll by Arran cul

ture. The prol,e]' centres of Bl'alimuuism, the 
provinces w!lich ill ::\'1 anLL were- styled the lalld_of 
.11!'.!!hmarshiJ ~~91ll.pri.~e . t4~ . c.o.uIILl·ic~ <ff _.t.htl 
Kurus, 'Mats\'a~, l)ai.c;~las allti Sfu'ascua:-. The ... _, .. __ A-._. .. _ .. . ' 
laud bordering thi.;, t ho portion of Northcl'll 
India which WM ealle(\.\LHlhy:ltlc~a 01" mi<hlle 
land'; forTlls, st-ll.l"t.iug llllst\\'iwl. a region indicated 
by a. line dfa,,;n from the Himfllaya through 
Pra.r~.~ , called Allahabad . to·d. I~Y, towanls the 
hig-I.! 'lana of AnH\'l'ak!ll~tak1t'. rrhc vr()"ince~ to 
~be ... ~ of thi:-l li ne, the countries known to-dAY 
all, udh a.nd llell1u', Wh e l'6 in Buddha's t!me we 
fi ; :~)~ . .1,eoplll of Kasi, KOSala, Videba. and 
\ . ,. ha:, are excluded from Brahmal'shide.ia. 
A~ing fa t·he evidence of the Br£ihmaJ,Ul 
h!~~ &n(·the lawbooks, there c.an be no doubt 
tbil,t'. tbe8&;-"people. especially, I,hose ot Magadb~ 
--_._ ... . _. __ ._._ .. _-_ .. _-
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and Videha came late in contact with 
Vedic culture and we!'e never influenced 
80 much hy it a~ the western people. We 
should not forget that the Aryan immigration 
in India took place by stages and was not ' uni
form throughout; the Aryan raoos; who 
proceeding farthest east, subjugated first the 
Gangfltic people, may hll.l'e separated the~selve.~ 
from the ~reat, body of the AI'yans for a ~lme. 
when there was still no culture which we, arp.' 
accustomed to designate l1Y the term " 'Vedic." 

~. . . 
Also it is douhtCul whether the.ili" ~va:~cad 
guard!! of Aryan civilization ovel' flUC~ed in 
fuBy absorbing" the ahorigjn l~1 races " who, ~~w~ 

ever inferior the~' might have ~n h,l the 
Aryans in point of cull.me, W8M R.umericaHy 
much stronger t.han theil' im'aciers. 'So.J80 the 
circumstance that in !liltlill the hA.nl68 '?of .,6901e 
of the!W eastern races, Uluhely, ~ .~. of 

" . 
Mtlga.dha and Videha, are' <applied 

.to . th~ mix~ ca8tes ''no~ .. bel~~~ 
to the ArYR.n 11\101ly, POlllt~ to the QOn~ 
tha.t they were not regarded as of.' ' U1~.~~~~ 
rank by people who considered ,~ .th~" 
true representatives of" Aryl:ln ," c.ult:tit~·ttile 
JlOI'!ibility, therefore, L'I in ' now.,.l;"~Qd6d 

[p.9] 

Ct. Tb.. .....,e~ ... " • .. Uhflr II .. leorp-.ph~. 'V~,.. .no 
vedi.oh.II l111d der b"d<l";~tiuh"n X nltllr" iii 'OJd-F~Ia;.:.ItM'dloQ 

lM.till., 1681, l" m ~. 
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tbBt we have to see in the individua.ll'~ of 
prince.~ repeatedly mentioned in the Pali te:ttt,' 
such as, the Licchavis of Vesa!t and the Mall,,; 
the lords of KUiiiinA.rA and PAvA, who we~ 
both Jooked upon by Manu as.. the descendants 
·of a V1'dlya of the K~hatrjya ca'lte, .tJ)6 non~ 

Aryan aboriginal rulers. 
If this suppo~itif)n o( an ethnical and 

cultuml opposition hetwecn t.he specificaUy 
Brttlummic west and the less Brahmani!loo east., 
the home of Buddhism, is correct., then we can 
presume that even t,he socia) conditions, n.s we 
find them here, are <lift'crent from tho~e or the 
we!~t. ; for t.he social organi!W.tion of a 'people' is 
eflsential1~' dependen t. upon the {1.bovc~named 
factors and is pl'ollahly more so ill India 
tJlaD e'1sewherc; ethn ical differCllCf\8 find reli~ 

gion" \'iew!I hove principally determined t¥ 
!K)cial pbysiogn.omy of the Indian peo})le. 'T~ 

tbis we have to add a circumstance which even 
to)' Iu'dia Cl\unot he left. out of consideratiOn 
and has to "he brought in here for the e~

planation of the opposition mentioned a.bove. 
~ely, the influenc~ of climate and the soil; 
blr~ticaI and 'geographical differences have 
~~ I~dia., which. is 80 often caUed~ "a ~rld. 
'!t:~J4'" sor:petim~. even a world which un:i~-es 
~~ ~~t 'contradictories, played a part in 
£he"shaPing of "the socilltl conditions, 
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Now let. ll.'l Ipltv('! th e prol'incp of a 1)rio~i 
sllppositioils n.nd take om" stalld . IIpon firm 

ground which will rOml !lH~ ha.Qis of Ow in
quiry tJl1l.t. follow.", .From tll(' Pali texts "and 

especiall~'. the .Ti\ ltl,ka~ , we ~'ill take t.lIe m'ttenal 
for t hfl 'l'eeonst rll(,tiQ Il of. s lll'h it piuture as 

tlm Imlian sociel.~, in l~lHlilha ' s Ilgtl !tlld Illf" 

fl" lUJ 
Meld of hi.'l work ma~' han! pt'{'

,:'amled . Hen'}, 11OW(!\,e l" we must 
consitlcl' th~t wlteu thi .... pietlll'" (Iitrel'!' from 
thnt .wllieh i.\I pl'm;entl!(] h." th e Rrailmanica,1 
!!.~un~e:" Ihis t\ilr(!rellCf't flriSf'S lIot ne(~s!'\arily 

from loca.l VitrioLt i o ll !'; 1mt' II I pal'l'. from t.he 
lllitm'(' of Ill!' t.nxt:-l . .fll!'! ;I,"; th e Bl';thmal)a 

text~ , t.hfl hwhook" nnd eH'n the R]'ahmanical 
epics 1'1' 11 ('('1 VCr,'" lifnl' tlw )'cal slate of Indian, 
cult.llI'e lUl(l .i"~t ilS ill n':l. lit.\, Ihe,v represent the 
state of Clilturfl IlS it oc('Urs in t·he imag-ination 
of their Brfdllllnl)a au thol's, w a}flQ ill the case 

of flu> Buddhist te:d", one ."llOuld ]Jot lose sig ht 

of the suhjective tli(' lll e,ut. 'l1!.e_~l.1!!9~ __ 0£.. the 
~ali .. ~n0!.1 ,,'el'l ' J{ndrlhist UlOIl.k_~, a nfl ~s " !'nJlhf 
k,~pt a loof from, if thc~' _.~re !lot, hosJ~.J9 .. 
Braj.l'!l~nical cllltl~l'e. !~! .... '6 sacrificial ;el'e~,~~. 
~be st.mlv of the Vedas, the Bl'llhm8111cal CMtc!, 
i~ short", ev'~rytbi" lg w.hich 'gal'o 'tire Brl\$if~M ' 
fir;~ irspecial position, ,,;as look-ea"'upo~ftv~~ 
~s- -I~y ~h~se tt.ll d challe~"t'fl, ~fany' otlte "aT.; 
("-iples:Jf Buddha belotlg~d, before t.!leir ~~ 
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of t he homeles.'1 life (pallhajjit), like Buddha 
him!:'e lf, to the. Kshatrif<l Cllst~ and showed a pre
fel'ence fot, their formel" cn..; te even when ther 
entered the monk 's state; tUall)" \\'1;1I'e rich, 
influentia l citizens, berol'e they )'I:llounced t.he 
world , and ill conseq ttence of I.his, looked- I\t their 
own formel' condition with more (avourabl<! eyes 
than thn .B1'tl.hma.l.1a,;: n~H l whocYer, 1.1.l11ong- these 
classes eYml accepted Hw!Jhislll was \'ery likely 
lo view Brahmanism with great and even unjust 
severily. .liut t.he lluddhi:4 lIHmh amollg whom 
the tradition ,;pl'cad allfi to whom we owe 

its fixa.tioll, ,;ho\n~d it more ohjecti\,tI 1\ttitu~e 

towards the world ly lire which I he~' had renounced 
and ill excluwg-e tUI' which t1lcy had adopted! , .. 
the homeless Ii.te, thllil the lirttiUlldJ.las who were 
always con,;cious 01" their . .Hmlimanisl)l which 
Lhey ::Iprci\d o,·m· the soeiety ill which thoy 
livtld. 

Besides, jjuddhi~ fic nal'l·1.\ti\'es l1·hich are in 
ot.her r espect.s alf.ogdhel' ditl'erent, exhib~t the 
salD~ tendency in thc rcgion of. morals·'; . th6 
g~~ . mass of concrete data regarding the life 
of .tp,e flcQple which a.re found in the realistic 
pi~ture~ of the ,l{itakas is for thelll a matter of 
riiltiifferencc; it is pUt'ely ·'Casual, alld this casl\lll 
nitlnner. ~is parenthetic way ill which these 
things Me described. bas prescrl'cd it from 
dl8\"rti6 .... 
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[ po Il J 

For these reasons-so it seems 00 me at 
lea.st-the pic lure of Indian society. 
as we obtain it .from the Pali 

texts and principally. from the Jfttakas, is 
more life-like and true than that which the 
Bl'ithmal).as througb tlH'ir one-sided exaltation 
of their own caste haye given us and so we 
mfl.y hope to get some material from our source.~ 

which CAn throw light upon the caste-relations 
in eastern India. 



CHAPTER II 

GENEIIAL VIEW OF THI<; CAS'l'ES 

If we first seek, on the barsi8 of quota
tions which relate to castes in general, a concep
tion of their meaning. and of their relation to 
one another, we I\rc confronted at first sight 
with a circumstance which f'cems to give t.lH' lie 
direct to. the introduct.ory words-the circum
stance, namely, ' thl'lt even in I,he PI!JL ~!!!>...12. 
w~ .~DCl. _ .t,~E_ Rrfl.hmn..!~iQ.aJ _ ~a~.te-theory. ~ 
division of Indin.n society into four Cll.'It.es is 
~n-no ~;ay ' Il~-k'nown to ll~;ddhi ... t lite.~ature. . 

.. J list !'JOt you monks "- with thelOc words 
Buddha tf'Qches his disciple!'!. in the Cullavagga 
of the Villa.ya-Pit~ktt. (IX, 1, 4) n.hout the rela
tion of the cnstes to the Order-" just ~.' the 
great li$'ers, such as, t.he GIl,ilga., t.he YamunA, 
the Acim.vatr, the SR.rabhil and the Mahr, when 
they pour their waters into the gJ'eat ocean. lose 
tl)t)ir nam.es and. origin!< and becom'e the great 
oce.ii; precisely .so, yqu monks, do these tour 
ca,..7'the Khatt~yft (=Skr. Kshatriya), the 
Q~&t;\&. the \~~sa. (=Skr. Vaisya) and S~«dA. 
("t:i.s)fi-~ 8~.berl they pass, according to the 
d~" .. rina:~r.pr~lptlOn.8 of those who bllve 
a~p;e)-t,*n, from bOJl)6 to homelessness, , 
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lose theil' name~ antI nrigins nnd take from here 
onward the \lam .. Jf(lfflfl-l!(f itt.t.n.ching to the !lon 
of Sakya." 

In Kal(oakathAJa Sutta ( No. 90 of tbe l\1aj . 
jhima Ni1u1ya) the following words were put 
into .the mouth of ]{Ilddha : .< The!'lc IUC the four 

cflstes, 0 great king: Khattiyn, 
Brflhml\-t.HI. , V(~ilsa and Suddn. Of 

[ " . 12] 

these four CMt.e~, 0 g reat. kinp;, two stand in 
the fron t rank , nttillel.v, I.he ]'i:hn.t.tiya nnd the 
Bri\hmal)a, so faJ' a.,;; relatf's to th e sHlute, the 
seat to he offen·d, thn e xterlsion of the folded 
.hands and the ser vi('.{· to Iw J'endf'red." 

'i' he A. .. salil~'lma SUUII, ' \\'hi r.h t "ies t o pl'Ol'e 
the worlhleil~n!'ss oj' tiw cfI 'I les, likfl Wisf' speak!'l 
of fOHI' castes.: " Once st.oppe,l "-!;() it ht"gin~ 

-"the flol,\' at Sfl"lit,fhi. in .Ietavanfl., the park 
of Anar,hapil).tJ.ikn. A t. that· t.itne there lived in 
Sr..vatt.hi five hnmlrerl Dri\hmfi1~~s bailing ·from 
different places for some reli,!t'ioll fl pltrpo~; among 
them there WA.S II ' l'umOllr that fhis , hf!rmit 
(samaJ:l.~.) GotH.ma proclaimed file purity O(IIh.e 
fou,r cRsles. Who is in n . positi~D to ch8~~ 
the S(JmaM Gotama with l'~gard to thi~ qu~)l ... 
~. the Bntta proceeds, ttri~ d~vi8ion ~:.~ 
not always ohserved : the author ,18 ~.~ , ... "'~ 
as if unconsciously and per~apR .at&i~t L ~.W,iq; 

------------- ,.-i!::.--.-' 
Ed .• "If tr~u.L by Riohard Pioch .. }, Olo. .. ",;.its, ~fi!Ik1 
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- force4 by reality to mfmtion, hy the side of the 
Khll.ttiya'l and the BrahmaQruI, the R£tjannas' 
and !\s lower ca..~tes, the Cal).daIB, NcsMa, Vega, 
Rathak,\ra and Pukkusa; but th:~ I;txistence of 
the four castes is fl till the tacit assumption which 
i!{ . in no way given up even in the admission 
which Got.ama at the end of his ciispute Coroes 
tbe Bl'llhmal)a Assaiayana to make, namely. that 
caste is. \Vol'thlel's and that the claim of the 
Brahmllt:J.as to he lhH best ca,~te i!.'i untenable. 

The same subject is also handled in the 
Mad hUI'a Sutta! (No.8 t of the J\'( f~j.ihima Nikf\ya)" 
and to some extent the :i;UllP. wOI'd!:l a.l'e used . Tb~ 

king 'Mallhu,'/\ AyaJl~ipl\tta betakes himself to 
Samfll~1\ Ka'.c9!!.lHt and puLs to. him /.Iw question : 
" The Brl'ahmal)as, Kaecfmtt., IlHJ.int-llin t.hat the 
llrilhruaJja is the best caste and c\'el'y othel' caste 
is 10";, that tbe BrAhJUal~ is the wbite caste and 
(Wery other c,\,te' i~ Mack, that. the Brl\hma\18.S 
are pure and uot the nou·£rft.hma.I).<ls, tbat the 
Briiobmat;tas are the favourite SOilS of Brahma. th",t 

they are born out of his mouth, 
born of Brahma, successors of 

'B~ma.. Wh~t do you say to this, KaccWia r' '" '. ,. " 
~ Kacci\na repli~s that c~te neither assures 
~~ -sucoo.- in lite nor ms..kelt any differeDcE\ 

[p_ la.) 

' .Of. -with ~hfl the' .... rurk 'i .. t h. !Rub. eb"l't.er. 

~ "fd.~ tfiUal,l. bJ'"iRobert Ot.al'" ill 'he "Jo"<lI",1 of th .. Ro~' 
""~ lag&, p _ m "I. 
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\vith regard to the punishment or happiness 
that awai~ a.fter death, that it does not }Irotect 
wrong-doers from ~he punishment prescribed 
by law and that alloye all, for the homeless 
a.scetic~ it is H. matter of indifference. But; here, 
too. ·.tbt) argument rests , UpOIl the four castes 
and the result is, llot that t.he~e four caste~ 
~o not exist but only t.hat they aTe all the s8.me-:) 

'fhe tb(JlIght that a tlrtlhmaT,ll'l does rio. 
occupy a special phwe by tfJaI;on of his birth bul 
that. vi,:,tue '"lollc constitutes II true Br!thmaJ}.3, 
recurs also ill the Juta.kas; in 'many wnys the 
theme of the worthlessness of the castes 
is varied and an opportunity given to the nar
tatot for ICllgthy discussions 011 the . caste. 
Especially , the UddG.laka Jl\taka deals in 8. most 
panetrating way with the caste q ue!lt.k>u. itA long 
time ago, when Hrahmadatla ruled in Benare!l, 
the llodhisa"tta l was appointed hi~ house "prieat, 
on account of his scholarship H.ud .ntelligence" 
The latter saw one Jay in a pleasa.~t s~ in .the 
park an extreuflY beautjfu~·cuurtesaD i\ud feU 
inJove with- her" She beca.me pregaant (wita:Jt .. . ""~. " 
ch.ild) and when she l'ecognilSe,d ber ... =r; 
she said -to him, "0 Lord~ I have . . l ~ 
J.tve 'fruit; wlren ~ is born I \Vill " ~.1tbe_ otiiid 
the niune of its grandfatber." He ~ 
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UA child which is hurn of a low woman cannot 
possibly be given the family name" and said to 
hor, ":My 10\'6, this tree here is called Uddi\la.; 
because you have got your child here, you may 
call it Uddllaka". Then he gave her Il signet 
ring and continued, "]f you get a daughter. 
bring her up with this, if , you get a son, 
you can show him to me after he is grown 

[p_ Ho.} 
up". She .gll.vc hirth some time 
latcr to it sou lmd named him 

Uddll.laka. Whell thi~ SOil grew up. he asked 
his mother, "Dear" mother, who is my father?" 
"The plwollit(f , my son." "If that i~ the 
case, I will , study the Vedas". 'With this 
r6!lolution, he took the rin g !\nd the honorarium 
for ' his teachel' from his mother and weut tel 
TakkasilA. and -{'ead there with 1\ world·l'enowne~ 

teacher. At the sight of Ii crowd of ascetics, 
the thought occurred to him, "These must be in 
possession oL _~he highest knowledge, I must 
learn it, from thein"; Cull of desire for knowledge, 
he ' adopted the homeless state, rendered all 
ma.nD~r of secvice to the ascetics' and pray641 
tb8.t'~y might tetw,h him their wis~om. The; 
tau~. him aocorrling t.o the measure 'of theh 
~;:, ~f~g the five httnrl;ed: asceti~ 
~,~not a. single-'one who excelled 1:Um it 
in~~,f: .he ~ 'P.8 the , wj!est among them all 
'rh~~IKey agr.oo and m&do him their chi.~ 
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He !ll\id, how6vor. to tlulln , "]~rothers. you live 
permanently in the wood!> and tJat the roots and 
fruits of t,he forest; wh~' dOll 'I. you tread the 
(OIoiJ of mell?" " Brothcl', llIen "'!!lIt, as soon as 
t.hey have t; iVCH us alms, to lwal' in return the 
tlootdne (tlll/mUlw) from liS ; (hoy ]lut. qupslioll.'; 

to liS and for f~al' of this we r1on't go there". 
"Bro/hers, 6vell if a world-conqueror shonld 
come, as you have me, let. the <lnswp.r be my 
care a.nd do l HlL f~al"'. ,Vith these \\'ords, be 
' lCtook himself with the m to UJC route followed 
b~' them ill hcggiug ami grlld\lall~' ronched 
Benal'es; he l'c Ite stoPPtlJ ill the park of t)w 
killg a.nd wf3nt. IIcxt da:' a-hegging in th e com
pany of all to a village pnwhlctl with It door . 
'l'he people gave thelll copious alllli:!; neXt. day, 
the ~cctics caHW to the eity wht: l'tl, too, 
u.buuoallt alms fell to their lot. 'l'he ascetic 
UdJil.laka gave the thanks, Pl'OIlOUllCed the 
beuediction~ and ;mswered the questions. 'l'hf1 
people wefe greatly edili ed, gave the ascetics 
liberally, as much as they wanted. 'fhroughout 
the town the rumour spread that a wise t-eacher 
and pious ascetic had come; people narrated 
this eVen to $0 king. 'fil e llitter aaked wbere 
he was staying and when be hear4., that he W8.8: 

staying with the rest of the ascetiCs iD.~e park, 
be said, "Good, I will go aa4 see hiI'i?JQ·day'''· 
Somebody announced to U ddtiJaka ' thal t~. 



king wa!'l 

[r. I[).] 

coming to :'lee him. He called toge. 
t her the host of wi~e men a.ud said 
to t,bem, "])cal' hrothers, if onfl 

wins a priJl C'e even for a :'l ingle day, this is 
enougb COl' hi~ whole lifC'''. "What, however, 
shall wo do, 0 leaC'hel'?" JIll gav(' them 
tho followin~ ad vice: Some of YOH should 
hehfwc likc a ha.t. I ; ""omf' of rOil ... honld sit \\' ith 
folrled ler;~ and pl'iw.:i.;;:e pen:lIlce, >lome "liQuId 
lie on Ii. hed of t.hol'lls •. "OIlW shollill pmct.i";,l tbe 
pe nance relating to tim fi\'(~ fil'fl" ~. othe!'s ."Ilouid 
l)l \l n~f~ into t,h~ W1\t,Ct', .. till ot,h('r" :-Ihollirt I·Hcite 
VCI':'ICS 111 (lilferent placP:-I". T ho)' (lid accon ling. 
l ~'. Hfl him:-;el f, ho\\"e\" ~ ... ,..at with eight 0.· ten 
\tla.rned me n, ,,01l .·.·oLll111etl by fli:-lciples upon I\

spacn :-;peciaU.v IJl'opa'·HI\ forJ.lli!; 11I1i! PUU'lm a 
book upon Il healltifnl rle ... ;!\. /n 11 lllom el (f. the 
king Cl\mC 10 Ihe park wiLh Ultl purollila, 
sUl'roullIled hy a fi\l'g"c nUlllhcl" of men, alii! as he 
~w the ral~e a~(~l~t.iC:-; pract.i:-;ing penallct). ~ he 
reflected, "The)' are all I'n'l;l ft'o l11 all (ear ·of 

mi~e\"y," \\"enUo lJddi\laka, stlH.ted him~f\lf hy his 
side aft.er I\ccos/.,i ng him wit.l. reverence, and 

-----_. - .---_._---
""9~ .. !i, ... t"''' ~"r;'''t~. \\.~"' . i. I. .. (". " .. 01""'0,,<1 l:!y t h;. "%P"""' 

. i .. n, I ronDGt .ta~ m ctly; il .,"<'on" (to i" ,)it"lr ~ _vec;'1 ~ill'l or 

poe~Dr". by ... hid, t,li.e hoi, m"n ill 'I"e~ti,," penon,,_ .. '·0 .... i",t Of i. 

til,. e .... "li.tJ: th .. '<li>ck.holih· n,~",i"h~,l by Ul<l8l>wrg (H~,'dhB p.iW) 
"ll"ho pick .... ~cir fuod. Iii< .. cod •• .,.d [,eh.se "I\\"ay" Uko c<>ch. . ~ 

• p<lpcatu~.", "\.l," lit; '"V".". Th",,~ n ..... ,he four lire. direc,~d 

to~ t.be f"' .... diiectio'" and the "\\II .... hieb .hine. aLo .... 



began the following can \'fH'slI.tion with tbe 
plwohita, in a happy spirit : 

" 'rne1loe nerc, wn() wea.;r coarse ski.ns, ha.v e 
long tufts of hair and recite verses with unclean 
teeth and dirty fac6, nre they really, 1lS they 
recGgnise this (tha t, is, penance,.,) I\S the dpty 
of men, free from mi~ery ?" 

When the pUJ'oltit(( h enr~ thill, he liaid to. 
him!;elt', " This kin :; is favourahly disposed 
towards wrong persons; I mU!;lt. not rmna in silent" 
and so he reci ted the second ~'el'se; 

" When, 0 king, a learned man dof's an eyil 
ad, does not li ve virt llollSI,Y, he Citnl1ot., tH'en if 
he kuows a thousand Vedas, he ' free from 
miser,\' withollt findin g the right pa,th." 

[po 16.] 

in every 
perilonli ; 

'Vhell Udd!l.laka heard these 
w~H'ds, he reflected : " 1'he king is 

way pl~lscd with this host of holl' 
this Brahma Q.a, however, 8trike~ tire 

funning ox in the mou th j filth is ,thrown u~ 
the prepa.red meal. I will speak ) o him". He 
recited the thil'd ve rse directell towards .t.he 
pUJ'ohita : 

" If when a man knew.}\. thousand VedaI ·and 
yet could not be free from. misery, 80 long luf ~e 
did not. know the ri ght patb, my 'b~ion is~ 
thft.t the VenA.S R.re u!tele~"I, Jitle .patlb~ -.elf
~t~ill t is the trqtq" 
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To this tho lntl'ohiia replied ; 
"The Vedas are not in any way useless, nor is 

the path of self-restraint undoub~dly the truth: 
for he who ~tudies the Vedas a.ttains fame, 
whereas he attains only peace who restrains 
himself in his life". 

When U dd!\laka heard this, be meditated, 
"'l'oward~ this maD lwl'c I cannot ill any way 
adopt an attitude of hostility; if I tell him that 
I am his son, htj cannot but show love to me; I 
wjll make mysel[ known to him". He recited 
the fifth verse: 

" Parents and other kinsmen one should 
support; be to whom one. owes one's origin is 
identical with oneself; I am Uddfllaka. sprung 
from thy BrAhnlll{la Camily". 

'rhe fOl'merasked, "Are you really Udd!\laka", 
and as the l'\ttol' answered ill the affirmative, he 
said "I have given thy mother a mark of identity. 
where is it ?" . Wit.h the words, "Here is it, 
o B·rahmaQ.8.," U ddalaka reache,l him the ring. 
The Bn1.hms1}.a recognised the ring and said 
"Surely. you are 8. Brilhmal,13', do you know 
however, the duty of I! BrA.hmal).a ?" In 8.skin~. 

, Cf . ",bat i . ... id below .. t V. 35. Anoth ...... adlug omit. ~r4JI. 

''''''1&; p"",",,1, : to th& ",,·;t<'Ir the expruu recoSI>.itiol>. or • b .... tard a, 
.. Bdb.ma9.-· Wu rep~gnw ~ thi, oll1i • • ion m .. keB DO dif[~reD"" with 

.. pm to'"" , II.ot th.t the p ...... hit .. 100101 opon hi, illegitimate IOn 

... btlOaciDa t<> h~~~. 
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him a.bout the duty of a Br8.hma~, he uttered 
the sixth verse: 

"Tell me who a Df/\hma.l,a is, how he be
comes perfect, hall' extinction 1 takes place and 
what is to be understood by the righteous," 

(p.17] 
Upon this, Uddtl.laka explained in 
the seventh verse: 

"Rejecting (aU worldly thoughts), taking the 
fire with him, sprinkling water, offering 
sacrifices, th '.:' Brahmal).a. sets up the sacrificial 
post. Acting in this way he attains peace of 
mind, and for this reason he is called virtuous." 

The PU},Qlli{(~ replicd to him, finding fault 
with his conception of the duties of Il. Brtlhmal).a: 
. "The llrithmaJ:l.a is not lJure through the 

sprinkling of water, nor is he perfect through it, 
nor does there arise peace or \'irtuousnes~. nor 
doe.!) he thereby aLtain NirvAl.1ll." 

'Wishing to know hon' anybody could be 8. 

BrlthmaQIl if not in the wa.y shown by him, 
UddAlaka naked, reciting the ninth verse: 

"How is he a Bra.hmal)a, bow does h~ become 
perfect, how does be attain NirvttJ;lll, what ia 
lLDderstood by the righteous ?" 

The purokita taught him in these words :
"Without land, without kinsmen, indifferent 

to the sensuous world, free from desire, 'immune 
plrillibb,b4, .• Sll.r . pann •• tt4'Y' , ~b.. . tt .. iD.<Hot ~; Nin; .... ~ 
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from lust, car81es~ of existence, a.cting in thil 
way. the Brahm1.Q." atta.ins peace of the soul, 
and so is called virtuous." 

9n this, UddMaka recited the verse : 
"Khattiya., Brahm't.{I.<l-, Vessa, Sudda, 08.1).-

4Mi\ and Pllkkusa can all be virtuous,. selF. 
restrainetl a.ad c;t,n attain nil'vaQ.ll; is there any 
among them, when they have all attained peace 
of the soul, who i~ hetter or who is worse ?" 

To him replied the Imrokita, in order to 
show him that tho mmnent Arhatshipl i~ at
tained, inferiority Itnd superiority CCMe to 

exif{t : 
"Khattiya, llrAll1nal~a, V I"-ssa. Suddlt, CaQ.dAla 

and PukkuSll · can all be v irt.llOU." and self
restrain !!u and attain nil'\'al),a ; among them, 
when they have att~i ned peace: of the soul, 
there is no one Ivho is hetter and no one who 
js worse" 

[p. 181 
UUl.ia,jab, howe\'el', fonnd fault 

with him and said: 
"KhaUiya, BrAhmal)A, Vessa, Sudda, Cal)iJAla 

and :Pukkusa can all be virtuous and self
restrained and attain nirv!t;L8; among them, 
there is no one who is better or worse, .wli~n 
.tl;Ley ha.ve attained peace of the soul. If this 

"...ib.ffa, pCll i';OlI of an arhat, a holy mo.", the hillhelt of thlll 
rolr ,toe- ;11. ~CI path of !'m .. noipAtion, oomplete holio"".. ot. 
~,'Boo4&, p. 326 Note, 
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is so, then Brahmanism which you hold and 
your belonging to IL family noted for it~ know
ledge of the Vedas, llre of no value." 

The pUJ'Oll i frr-, however, taught him through 
flo parable and recited two yerses : 

"A tent is covererl with fabrics of various 
colours, hut t.he colour does not tollow the 
shades of t·be fl\hrics. So it ii'l I~lso with lUen; 
always men attain purit.y ; the virtuous don't a.'!k 
a persoll about his hirth, when they have 
recognised his piety." 

As Uddlliaka. cpuld not regain his ground, 
he sat down, without an;;wering. The Dr:\hmal).a 
'however, said to the ki l\ ~ : All these, 0 great 
king, arc cheats, they will ruin the whole of 
India with th{' ir .h,y])oCl'ii'Y. Make UddAlaka 
give up his f\..'1cet.ic isrn and m,~k e him my disci
pie; make the rc~t rei urn to their fanner 
condition, give them arms ana make them YOUl' 
servants." The king was pleased with this 
advice of his teacher . and so they werc all 
enified in the· service of the X,ing. 

The fundamental thought appe1.fS in a somlr 
what different way in Silavtmarp9& n,!.a4 
(Ill. "190 sq). The pm"ohila of th~ . .king of 
Bena.res wants to examine him with a view ~ 
inowing whether he esteems bim on account'~ 
his virtuousnesa or on account of bis le;.i'~ 
He commits theft, is sbbwn to the ' kia. .jal 
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learns that the latter only esteems him for hill 
virtue. W ith this knowlndge he resolves to few 

nounce the worldly life and with these words 
takes leave of the king: 

" Whether virtue i~ het.ter t.han lCf\rning----; 
a.bout this 1 had douhts : that vil,tue is het~r 
than learning, of this I donht. no ~more. 

Birth and C1)~tc calise conceit; verily, is 
virtue the highes t; he who 1I0es not P')SR68S 
virtue, for him learning also has no value. 

A Khattiya who has aimed at vicc and a 
Veflsa who act'i viciously, hath come' 
to grief after they hn.ve passed away 

frpm the wOl'ld. 

Kh attiya, Bru.htn <l.I~a, Vassa, Sudda, Cal}Q.fi.la 
a.nd Pukkusa will be all equal in the world 
c.f tJl~ gods, if they have acted virtuously 
here. 

Of no v<lIlIe are the Vedas, of no value is 
birth or kinsmen fol' the future world, only 
one's own pure virtue bring.i him happiness in 
the next world." 

The same account of castes and the same 
conception £! their equ~lity, as viewed from the 
ethical standpoinli" meets us in Ambn JAtab 
(~~..o5)' where ids said: 

\'~ a man who seeks juice in the lorest 
I. · " 

~~del'B' t.bat tree the- best in which he find. 
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it, whether it is the era1J4a l tree, the jmcirmiiula' 
tree or' the ptJlibltadrip,s tree, 

So also among the Kbattiya.s, BrAhmat;lM, 
Vcssas, Sudda..<;, CaQ.cJii.las and PukkutlJaS, he is 
the best from whom one can learn whl\t is right." 

Thus we meet e"erywhere in the Pali canon 
and 6\'(m ill the"" ,Tfttakas', Jt.Jt.hou~b the worth:
lessness of the caste>; iN emphasised, with the 
Bra.hmanical caste theory and thn division Qf 
140ciety into four qastes, the KhattiYlt, Bt:~.hmal1!h 

Ves:la an~.fu!4llil~~ something stM·evidcnt, 
"and nowhere is any doubt expJ'csi{cd. Still let 
us look a little more minutely at t.hese passages. 
These fire, so to speak, academioal discuisions 
regarding the \'alue of c1lSte!l which all only 
Sel'Yo- not to giva us I~ picture Of Indian SOclety
but to oppose the" claim of the llri'tnmal)as . to be 
through their caste in solc possession ' of trinh, 

[p.20.] 
of the knowledge of the path of 
emancipation. h~ my pp~r' 

• Skr. pioum ... "d .. , Aad;rr.eht ... I"dic'!_ 

I Silt. pi!ib\ut.drl., lintel. Frol14Pe ... 
• Thu in tho pa35~ge" '1"otOO from tho J_:lt~kM , liot 

_ •• thai i., in Addi,;n .. to th" ~oill ~"ta 

th_y, the tw" ca.t"~, Oa1)di!& .ndJ'P\lkk~"" 
~ castel, &rO ell\lmcrat<!d, hu~« ,1M' 

f"i~ ill the ci..cl ... from "hioh th .... ~r." •• , 
V_Mid Sudd" ""atu and thereby the two 

i<e&l ~J:iat"nce people ~DkI ~roei.HI .... ,'"", 
OJU' politi .... thot tb. Br.Vu.lliOAl.lMte thewy 

lAt~-h tb$aby "01. mOd16iK1. 
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there is no more reality in these theoretical 
speculations than in the theory of the Drl\b. 
maI;lBs ; t.hey are nothing else than a reflex 

of the ptlestly literature and show us that 
the . ..BMlhmanical theory was Hot only well 
known to the Buddhist monks but was· so 
strongly inbedded in t.heil' consciousness, that 
they could not free themselves from it, althougb 
in all prpbability, they were quite convinced 
of its incongruence with t.he rea l world as 
well as of the worthlessness of the caste. 
Moreover, the Buddhi:;.t writers never cared 
in the least to contradict the caste-theoryafo! 
such and thereby introduce a better ol'ga.nisa
lion of society j what UW)' tried to do was 
simply to show .that caste is of 110 value for 
the strivi~g for emancipation. 

Only. tbis much ap~ars tu mc to emel'ge 
clearly out of thesa theoretical discussions. that 
the·,.caslies in Buddha's time and in the eastern 
lands were, an fmrortant factol' in t.he social 
life . . The questiOll , in my opinion, can neve~ 
be Qf"".a.ny influence which Buddha's doctrine 
of. the ';worthlessn~f:ls of the castes may have 
h~'!.~· :the existing coudition of society"of 

1.-r!8p~ng ~t1i~ class-oppositions t.hr~gh 
.' '. :~" ." :'- .. 'ti. conception of the nOD-existence 
:OIt~~tipo-lion~' "W~h we noti,ce everywhere 
1ii'ih4aii~;I>i~Q.gi~~ Dl~J (atjirsl , ight) _ 
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to suggest the_thought that we ar~ to see in t.his 
pec~liarity of the Jluddhistic doctrine, flo reform
!itory act of Buddha a.nd Im"c to lOok upon Buddha. 

'S the destroyer of rigid limits fixed by orthodox 
practice. 'fhis view, however, is not at ail 
correct,' The castes COlllinued after the spread 

of th e Buddhi.'! t,ic (loctl'in{' quite as 
well a s befOl'Pj the so(~ial organisation 

in India was 110t in the least "Hel'cd by Buddha's 
appearance.) ,"Yc SO" that the1'(' is constant 
reference to the institution of CMtCI) a tH} that not 
aimply ill the o'lder portions of HIe Pnli canon. 
Even the later portions, the cOlllmcJltarics on the 
Jiltikas benr witness to this, that iu the caste
distinctions one has to see a real foree, even 
long after Buddhism had acquired ,I firm footing 
and Buddha'!,; doct.dne of th (.! wOl'thltjstiness of 
castes had found universa.l acceptance as a 
ml:ll\n~ of :H~llllirillg emancipation. 

Even llmong lluddbist monks we fiud;"this 
conccption of ~ dhltinctlon of castes, of .,. 
yalue of hi h birth in no \Va extin uis " i .~:1\i; 

d. Koel'P"" ( rn~ Re!i~ i": de. n uddh" , Berli" V,ol:. ~ ~'~ ~fL~) 
,ag>tl".< .. hon' the IUlj".titlood VO!~ruic b.. 1> ....... t~vb;\':-" ,_' .~ 
{The Re/iV;Qn, (11 1udi<z, &;ito .. and LoIuJol>, ]896 p, ' 1:!i8!l -~.& 
he ....... in Buddha IlU en,""cipalor, a po!u.;ca] fefomlu. Qf,.~ 

'{)\otenberg'. S "dd/", p, 15!i ~q-Whel> ev"" i ll Ih. ;eee~~,,'~~:,~ 
a..tzel'. V61l<erl<l1"de (~ipr.ig ,jand Vj(ID~ 1~ 1',:.",J ... ~_~~ 
01 &ddbi ... , ,bat it "aboli.h..J tloe ~~',.~~?", '~t~if~~ 
a poeitio .. w ob~lr:. ita farther gr0wt4." it :~~ ~{1C; _,'!I,R 
t.. 'oOlaidered beating !.he a\1' if 1-po1t)!!I'WPb iObD C _~ L'l~ 



33 

evidence of this, we have t he intl'oci.uction to the 
l'itHr.a JA~a.ka cr. 217 sq.), where it is said that 
the disciples of the sixl (cha~~ggikA) requisi
tioned ali places for themselves a~d their teacilljr9, 
8Q'-that the wisest men who came later got DO 

quarters. When Buddha became R.ware of .this, 
he caned an assembly of monks and put the 
question, Who deserve~ to have the ,best quar
ters, the best water, the 'best food? He receiv
ed from some the reply,. "He who ,was a 
Kbattiya before he hecame initiated" (khattiya 
kul& pabbajito); from ot.hers, "Re who Was 

a Br~hmal).a or Ii gahapati (bnibmagakulA 
gabapatikulA pabbajito).) HCl'e the three classes 
looked upon by the Indians arc narrated in 
their order of succession Rlld even though 
Buddha himself in summing up the debate 
recog~iscs no p~ivilege grounded on birth, the 
narrati!e still sbows that in the consciousness 
of tke great ma.jority of the monks the caste 
d~~~tions ha.d value . . The action of DeYadaUa' 
and lOIkila mentionedin theintro'duction to ,Tam· 
buklilM""}r8.:_. JA.taka (II. 488) is also evidence 
of the .respect which people had for the higher 

"ct\8tes-th.e action; namely. of their 
J~ying U? .revive their lost reputation. 

, 
. :n.: 1IIz- 1Il~" ,r':o i~}.be~lm.~ Pit-h. play tbe ..al" of tbe 
~ ~ ,,1Ie tq .. kiQO 1opuW. Buddin.'. preacriptionl ju ""U'Y 
~\.;Y' Clt;l~,!.~Mp. k2Iq. 6fti u.W:b1.'! - ilovsill.l.lIdqp.l; S .. OlderIMrr, Br .. Uha p. 182 .... 
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The two, that is to say: visit the householders, 
IRoving' from house to house, siug prais6!l of each 
otber and speak with priUs of each other, one 
stating that Devadatta. is descended from Maha
samtu1\ta' and can point to an unbroken succes
sion of princes in the royal house of Okkl'lka,1 
the'other that Kokila had belonged to a north
w6sl-Qru' BrtLllmlu)a family bofore he was initiated 
(udiceabrlilima1).akula nikkhamitvIL pnbbajito). 

Bu..t the question whetber or not Buddhism 
has changed th~ caste-relationships is not of 
great value for UII, as we, starting from the 
assumptionS that tbe ,TlItakas in their older 
forms exhjl~it the social oond ition of India, 
!\II it existed in Buddha's time, have only 
made this the sub:ject o[ our study. In &Ill'-.e. 
one thing "ppears very 01681"1y from the 
passages of a tbgetical ~hamoter quoted 
a.bove, and that is,\that. the concept of eutJt, 
or j #:..ti ,4 was widely prel'went in Bu.'a. 

, . 
The IJ'i\.dltlonal URmo of tile fir$t .... 

• Suo Ik.h .... b, _. lit" n>p1Pea.lldllg. 
, Ot. til .. 1· ... tll.Qf! , '\... 

• The ... <>I'd jiti, i.e., "t.irtb ~ it .lao i. ~ ... ..... ...iii- r.. 
' he coneap!. "C.Il6.:' !If the !lid .. (If j4H, fhore DOe""'''' .. N 
tu t.. in the oe .... nr "_10," lloough lilu.rh ... ON r&roIy. ,II.""'""" 
( _ Bier. ""'0;0," .,4 hi ... Of. " inl,.. ';\Aka,~. by ow..""~L I 

" p. 239, e:o.llln)' VIe "'\ll)l J.llettir' b .. lJu .... >:" .......... To&. .. .. 
1801 "'1. Ntt10i kill"'!, Io:illttf,.ullo,- "'hlll.~ ~,. .... ~ 

lurld.IrDI_'P Tile _ III obIIcrI whielo .. _ nile 

th\" ... " .. nr "l!a.t." .ho .... holl' m::.~~ .::;l:::: 
otber 10 Iho collaoiou." ... ollile flld"'-...:I 
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time~\..£onse<tuel1tly, our l)U'rpose is not much 
1 achi~ed if we consider how far the views 

relating to the essence of the caste are. diver
gent, how much the views. of the Uiffel'ent 
authors vary here' and there. when the q ~es
tion is to determine t-be concept of cute fo r 
a ~specia.1 pel'lod ' of Indian cWtn~-hi8tory. 
(Qur problem will be to determine what is 
to be uuderstood by caste in this pe'riod and 

(p. 23.) to answer th~uestion: "Ho\y far 
is the-concept of caste, as it has 

come to us from the Brahmanica l theory, or as 
we arc acoustomed to use it, when we speak 

{ of the modern conditions of India, applicable 
to thc jlili or the Pali text~?" 

We must distinguish 'beh\'oon the two can
cept-s, bctwee.n- the modern caste and that 
which the Brahmanical law-books understand 
by caste 0 they do not coincide with each 
otber in any way a.nd it would be a great 
mistake to make them identieaJ. We cannot 
also hope to arrive at a univerStilly valid 
deftnition by a com bination of tho two; a 
defi.nition like this whiph is true of all stages 
of evolution or Indian culture, cannot at all be 
given; we can only try. through a comparison 
of th ",iJerent stagt's ~'hicb th~ ~te has 
gone tIt.rough itt the course ot centuries, to 
find persisting. and coosequently, probAbly 
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essential ~meJlts, in order, wiLh the helP of 
these, to fat an apEroximate idea of the genera 
meaning of caste in tbe earlier Buddhbtic 
ago. On the other halJd, -we must not ignore 
the development of the "modt'rn casta and 
confine ourselve.s wholly. to literary tradition, [or 
it is preoisely the modern castes w~ich give us 
r;nauy valuable parallels where the Brabmauica.l 
theory leaves us i.n the ~rch, and many 
conditions of the socia.l life of ancient t imes 

, are only intelligible to us in the light of the 
p nt day. / ./" 

By a cMte of' modern India.. we uruJer.Mand. it - ~ -
I am to adbere in aU essentials to the tlc6lition 
given by SCaRP, I & .... self-contained bodJi which 
with 8. certlJin traditional and indeliendent 
orga.n:isation.{!las (l, ohief as well a. a oo~ the 
membership of which is hereditary'" which 
is thus determined not by chasoe or fre& 
seJection but by 'birthNwhioh satben .are 
.. 1... fully ou .. rIain ..,..m_ ,., 
ill!tanoe, itt certain festivalt, aud ~'. ill 
generally held togeth r by • 00I8JD0Ir"~ 

(p U.) 
calling. whicb 
cusWms, ~, 

marriage, eatiog and variol1l aot. of 
which, dnaJ.lY. is provided wtI1a • 
mUM authority of the 
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principaUy through the punishment of excom
municatioll. The essentia.l element by which the 
ca.st.es are even DO\V cbaracterised as a.n order 
,"i generiA and are distinguished from other 
l!Iimilar social groups, is to be sought in the 
customs ~elNotiug- to the c01mubiwn, intcrdining 
and contact. of impure persons; it is precisely 
these rules wbiel!, set up absolute barriers 
bet"een the innumerable modern castes and 
thereby give the Indian society its own proper 
phy8iognom~. ;} 

We must .at ouooo eliminate, i1 W6 wish 
to determine th~ concept of ~aste as it. ag~ta.ted ~ 
the minds of the a.uthors of the lawbookll, 
lome of the attributes which have only refe1enoe 
to the castes of the IJresent day; they arc obri
ously of modem origi~J for . neither in the law_ 
boob Dor anywhere else are found aoy trn.cee 
which point to their existence in a former age. 

QThe caste in the Brabmanicaliheory is, althoulJla 
no lea saUy iJol&ted snd self-contained, stillllr:
~l pot 80 well organised as the modern cute) 
A ohief, a council, we notice as little &.8 common 
feed ... or &8Semblies for other purpoeea; wlW: . 
...... Jbo oaates «d: ancient times and isolau. 
them from one another-be it well-understocd~ 
.......w.rt 10 the tbeory-;" &long with the 

n pop8.nemaeut of every o~ within. wboUy fixed • 
prc:I(u •• thOle c6t.ows wbicb rule t.tut modern 

• 
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(l35te, (Precise ryles with regord to marriage, 
food Rl};even tOllCh go,'ern tbe mut.ual relation
ship or the casles in its minut rsL detnil and 
try to prevellt theil' Iu sian. 'j bus a Dlflhmat:J,8, 
tl lthough he is allowed wi,'cs of other castes, 
should have for his first wUe one belonging to 
his own caste; for only such a.0l16 can attend 
to his hodily needs <,!- nd cnn stand by his side in 
the pcrCormnnoo of religious riles '; she alone 

assures for Ule sou- hi s belon~in g to b., 25.] 
the caste of the falher. 'rho Brab-

m81,l3 is forbidden! t.o tah, food Cro,m oA man 
_belonging to !~ lower caste, and as especially 

impure, tbe ' leavings ~f a Sudra's t ..... ble ' are 
regru-ded. Even the !ight of a despised human 
being. espechLlly .. of a Oaf}(ldla, whose lowell 
i~elf causes impurity .. is suffi cient to spoil 1\ 

Bra hmllJ)"'s meaP All th('S() prescriptions have 
the forcuo r IIlWS,-3 tralll!lgl'ession .of which invol"es 

J ....... 0 IX. 66 : 
Uhartut,. 'hrlni uir1l.abl'll dhmrmal:i ..,..m C& nail~''''' u~ """ 

h..,tt llane-Itlo ,n nioujitil) katbM/W* ..... 

• Jhnu 1X .. 210 ""Ii \'ui.b1,h Xl". J ""Ii A .... la.loa 1' leU; 
.G~Ul-.III' x VU . 7; VI.bo;lU 1.1. 7 ""I. 

• Mal\u XI, Hi' ; V .. i.hj.ht. X IV,:J3J ",.hl)lI Ll . ~ ... , 68. 
• M.nu V S5; "If he (. O .... hm.I).) .... <:: • ..,.,11, III 1II_1.rtI ..... 

wowan, a mall 6loommunjCft.Uld boom the c ..... a ",oman in chtWIbltl, 

a c:IO)rpM. or a poel'lll»l ... "dcred ;P.plI", by the &ollch of a ........ 
,,, .... p"riry h;ml(!1t ",;i",. booth. 

• lIanu I II. 239: •• A OaW-llI, a hni, a coc. , .~ ... 
, ............ d a eu,,~h .hould not be.., ... y. Brab ••• 
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special ex piatory ceremonies and as the sevcr68\ 
expiation, excommunication from the caste.) 

If \VP can thus see in the practices meutioned 
herc, an e~ential and ~rmallent characteristic 
of the caste, we shnll-lIl order now to pass to 
the caste-relations, 5.8 they are described' in the 
Ji\lakas-look .here for tbleir presence. 'J'bc 
scrupulous care wit~ which the proxfmity of a 

. persoll belonging to n despised Or even a "cry low 
cnstc"is avoided is evident in numerous instances 
contained iU-"tJH:!.JOt.n.kas. 

In Kt\litiO'abodh i Jfl.tnka (IV. 231). there 
~-

occurs the (ollowing conversation _ 
[ po 2(I·l between a king's son liv ing as an 

ascetic in ~ the forest ,!,Dd a princess likewise 
secking shelter with her kimmen in the forest, 
whom he sees siUing on a mango tree: "Well, 
who ' are you ?", he says to her. .. I UIll a 
human " being, . gentleman", "Then descend" 
.. 1'ht\t is Dot possibte, my dear 'sir, I am a 
Khnttiyft. "Well, I am also · a Khattiya, 80 

deecend" " That m6ltn~ not.hing, my deal' sir, 
~obodr is a. Khatuya by his word merely; if 
you are a Kbllttiya, Sl\.\' the Khntti.va formula." I 

'0/. Dbammllpe.''' . fiI. FR".b6I ~ p. 165. For til .. '''I,JIlIUII;OIl 

of theupro..-;on " Khatlir ... rormala "(KhatdJ "miri) .. pl"flCi.i"" I' .... 

... iHog among 'nOCMtnl ...... 1 ..... ar 1>1<1 .,i ted , wbl~h JaQQbi ",elliiou III 

Ih. "Ze;Wcltrift 11.. Deutoeb. .lIo~a. Guell .. ba"" \'01. -IS. p. a l1 
A~rdinll' 10 .11. oral com.nnnw..tion rrom Mr. (lr;<'tfWln, calt. in 
B .......... gut. .. 0111'11 .pic 8Onlll, romanee..,.. ballad. or ",hieh u8t')'bod1 

kIlO ........ ,l1li' and .try fo .. Dl>W everytb.ng. 
I ____________ ~--~~--~ 
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They recited together the Khl\ttiya formula. and 
then it was that the king's daughter descended , 
~be first question which the Br!hmal).A. youth 

Sntadhamma asks a Oanddla who happens to 
travel the same way with him is about the caste . 
.. '110 what caste do you oolong" (KimjtUiko ri 
II. 8~). asks the BrfibmalJa. Itis travelling comllA
nian. .. I am a. CancJAla ". answers the other 
and asks the BrA.bms(LA. the ~S!lme question. 
Haughtily comes the latt-er's reply, "I am 
a BrAhmsJ}.3 from the northwest" (&harp udicca
hrahma1).o)' and it seems to be a wonder when 
it is fu rther Darrated that the two continued to 
go by the same road. Another person, likewise 
" youth belonging to a Brll:bmll.Q,8 family jn the 
northwest, of wbom it is expressly stated that be 
is very proud of his caste (tM8ajatim 7t1u4ya 
malullliQ mdna a/lOBi III. 232 ) exhibitS greater 

• 
anxit!~y .for <I atmospheric purification", On his 

• 
return to the to wn of Benares he meeta a 
CaJ).<lAla. ",Who art thou", he asks him aud 
as the latter replies, .. I am a Ca~la ", he tries 
to run away from him, for fear lett the win~ 
which has mo'f8d: through the bedy of the 
desplaed creature should toooh bim, aad cries out 
t, loudly. II Damn you, 0-..lAla, raven 

[po t7.] of evil omeh, move out of the wind," 

• 
I C/. what ill .. id I" Lb. eigb~1o ebept .. 011 iii. _ , ...... ,. 

. ..! .. ... 
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Of It. BrA.bm~lJJ.& ascetic whose hermitage lies 
on Ule banks of It. river, it is said ( IV. 388) that 
one day a.1I he takes water to r,ill.s6 his mouth, 
a loothpi k floating ill the water which a Cal)(U.\la 
living neu,. by has thrown in to the water, is 
caught. in It. tuft of. his hlllr. Htl notices. it and 
ories out "Damn you, \ vrctch." 1 ' Vith the 
.words, .. I will nmr 800 whence th is a l' i! omen 
has come," he moves up-stream and as he notices 
the CI:LI~<JAla he asks him, " '1'0 whal caste do you 
belong." '~be reply comes, "I am a Cal).dAJa." 
"You hlwe then thrown tbe toothpick in the 
river ?" ." Indeed, I have," replied the Oal)4ttl&, 
and the ll n\hmal,la said, "Damn you, wretched 
OaJ,1(ll\]a, you bird of evil omen, you shall Dot 
JiI-c here any longer, move yOllr dwelling down 
tbe riyer." t) 

As CI'en in this uarrtdive the pride of the 
HrKhmal..1.a it!. his Cll.ste (ja.tif!1 niss{\ya mahantaql 
mAruun aki\s i ) is strongly indicated, it is possitlle 
that thtl scrupulous care with which in the Illst 
two cited insi.apces,t!he contact of the CaQ.cjAla 
is forbidden or the way ill which pollution (rom 

......... c .. ",w. Tile Bri"_I)' C" __ , .. ilboat kno .. illJl' wha hAIl 

111I'0'Il'11 ~h. piet'll of .. ""'" jilt<> III .t~."', the Wan woo bao poIll1led 

the .. ater th~ ~bfl tootb.piek. Th., tbi, tooth.plck W'&I baagi"' . 
fl'\!'" • wit fI' bl.o hair i, &11 lI"' ... o,, .... bl. _.n fur him .nd .. he ...... 

1eIIno, tW" C.\'I4l" lin gl8d i., ..t. illdig""tioll kno ... no bound •. 
• A. __ " or •• hnil.rkiud i"OIlIl<l;n Vin'f. I'i\-lll<. {ed. OIdn ... 

..... , fbl.. ...... aq .} . 

• -



his proximit~' is feared, is a manifestation of 
this pride, this arrogance of caste, and t1l1lt 
on the other hand, the proximity of a Cal).(JH.la 
bad nothing oC the character of a pollution. 
We find instances io which flo Oat;lQA.la . 
has intercourse with a high-born without the 
latter I~aking any objection to thiS.) In Cba
vaka Jt'ltaka (Ill p. 2i sq.) it is nSI'rated hal\' 
a. Cal).(JH.la in order to geL a mango for his 
pregnant wife, ascended a tree in the park 
of the king. H.e was surprised by dawn and 
continued to sit on the tree, wuiting for night. 
In the meHontime, tho king CHme with hill 
teacher, the purQ'li~a, to the garden, in order 
to learn the Vedas; they sat · under I.he 
mango· tree, the king on '8, higher and the 
teacher on a lower seat. When the CIlI).QJua 
saw this, he descclldt>d from the . tree Ilnd 
explained the impropriety of th eil' conduct 
(towards each other). 'fhc king was greatly 
ed16rul~ by the instruction ' he received and 
asked him his caste. "I am a Onl)cJiila, 0 KiDg." 
"A great pity,l for if you had boon borD ." a 
higher caste (j!l.ti-sampanllo), I wowli '96 

resigned the sovereignty i.B your favour; hO'W"evcr, 
I will remain king during the day and you will 
be king at nigbt" He gttve the CaI,l 

, ..... 0, v, 93. "Tbe uult 0' Impurity d ...... JIM .ppJy to Ill." 
d.lbld, V, M, In. 
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which be himself suspended from his neck ,nd 
made him the town sentinel (na<7ara uttika) j 

Now a king was no (loubt permitted inter
course wit.h the CaIJ.<J!\Ia., for as king he seemed 
to be p)l\ced above the danger of pollution; but 
even gene~ally. peOple did not seem to be ' much 
afraid of the proxi'mity of such a person, -and it 
is doubtful whetber there was a custom or a 
prescriptioll whereby the higher c16SStJ8 were 
forbidden ooutact with the lower or residence 
in their' vicinity, and if such t\ custom existed/ 
it is doubUlil whether it was universally 
observed and was not '4'ather violated every 
dR.y and every houl'.· ll"'rom the J o' takas 
what. appears clearly is only this, that the 
fear of such pollution Wi\S not confined to 
Brl\hmaQas proud or"their caste. For specially 
sensitive fem~nine . natures proud of their high 
descen t, the . nlere sight of a despised person 
sufficed fol' the )roductioll of the feeling or . . 
iJnpurity in their minds. As the daughter of 
the seUlii, who as the daughter of a ga/tupati 

belonged to a l'espectabl~ but al ways 
middle class family and that or '" 

Hr()hita of Ujjayini who had gone to t~e city 

fp.IIiI,] 

, on-d' lob. 1 ..... bocIh _I.in IlIe". p",""riptio.. rM ~b. BrAb. 

9" hu b.en ItreAd, m"ntioMd. Tlt i., ho ... n •• , doe. bOt prvu 
\Y ___ .t In. limo.pel in Ih, placM ... ilh wlticlt wo h .... 1.0 <I_I. 



gate to play, noticed two Caoqi\ln. brothers, they 
washed their eyes with seent-ed water and returned 
to the town. 'fhe people, to whom on snob 
occasions rood and drink were pro\'idL'<i gratis. 
regarded themselves 8,S cheated of n. fine meal 
by th~ maiden's going away and so gave the 
081)<./I11a8 such a sound bea.ti'ng t,hat they woro 
almost dead ( IV. 391 ). A similar thing 
happened to tmother 080Q1118. who wanted to 
go to the gate of Bonares, but. encount.ered the 
daughter of the seUhi Ilnd I~t.tracted by 110_r 
beauty. stood gazing. 'l 'b(;f maiden " 'ho was 
Pf'0ping through the curtain of the palan
quin in which she was carried, saw him and 
asked, "Who is this ?" and as . the answer 
came, "A OaQ.cjJlla., {Ioble one," she washed 
her eyes with sconted water, saying, "Oh, I 
see something which I should not ~ee" lind 
went back. Her escort struck tbe OaJ)£).A.la 
with his bands and feet till he ~ rell down 
(IV. 378)~ • 

\ It is clear thav the impurity of 8. peGKlD 

exknded to the objects tollObed by him; 
this was especiaUy the O!\Ne with everythltlg 
that had reference to • food. When Wt 

remember how great .. religjous imporfan<Jil 

the meal had at all times for the ~n.M 
how eating together ser"ed as an ntem8l lign. 
of sameneu of IHood, it &eem8 pouible t 



I\.~ume t1mt t.his principle of the exclusion of 
nU impure people from the common table 
came fl'om a.ncient t imes, was carried from lhe 
ftlmily (j \'el' to the caste a nd was here developed 
with great precision. It !lbould not, however, _ 
be ovedooked that,lbaoes of such an exclusion 
of low persons from pllrtiqipation ill the meal , 

tiS we see it in r ndm to-day, are on ly 
[ po so.) fOlind, when t hey al'e found a t a ll in 

J-he J i\takas, extremely rarely . 'rhe on ly passage 
which sen res as evidence of the pre8ence of 
special ruleS and customs relating to a common 
table, does not occur in l\ ,TAtah but in l\ 

paccltppa1l.llQDatlhtt, in the introductory explana
tion in BI!addasfila J t\.taka (IV. 14,4 sq .). Here 
iUs narrated that the n\essengl!t;S of the Kosala 
kitlg, sent to the S/\k.iyas of Kapila\'atlhu, in 
order to bring II. gi rl of this fam ily for their 
chief, express doubts about the purity of bel' 
birth j thel' are afraid of being cheated by the 
Sl\kiyas who are proud of their family and 80 

demand that the g irl should dine Il' ith them. 
'nit! S1\kiYa8 .,ho as a miltter of fac t, wanted to . . 
pAM on to tbf'm an illegitimate girl, namely, a 
VAMhhakhlll tiyA, the daughter of MflhA.nA.m~ · 

~nd ~ ~Iave, are emoorra.'lf:ed. and don't kilO.., 
what tado. Mahtml\Jnll Sltys thnt they should 
not give tbemseh-es Any trouble J\hout the 

:J1l1itter, for be knew a method : when he was 
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eating. liley should bring the YrumbJmkllllttiyt\, 
adorned with her ornaments, and as sflf5fl as he 
swallowed one mouthful , show him Il letter with 
the words: "0 prince, Kin~ so and so sent a 
leUer, heM first this mesS1t.ge," 'I'he Sakiyas are 
satisfied ",jtb the plan and when MahllnAma 
sits at his dinner, they "darn the maiden with 
ornament.q, Uah!\nflma. cries ouf, "Bring my 
daughter berti, she shall eat ~vith me." ~ft.er 

making some delay under the pretext that she 
must· be adorned first, they bring her. With 
the words, .. We will dine together with my 
father," she held a dish. l'IlahunQ,ma. takes with 
her a lump and puts it into his mouth; when h~. 
however, stretches out his hand for the sccc.:md 
Jump, he is brought a letter, ) lS previously 
arranged, He puts his right hand into the di.!lb, 
encoul'aging his daughter to eat and ta.kes the 
letter with his left hand and reads it : the latter. 
however, conLinues to eat, whilst he explains the 
message. When she finishes eating. h~asbes bis 
bands and rinses his mouth. III tIS way the 
111essengers come to the conclusion tJl.T she is hi • 

. daughter and overlooks allY distinction of CMteif, 
The father ILvoids not only eating with hlB 

illegitimate daughter bu t eveu eating the fOOll 

{p, :n.] 
brought by ber. In the filat place,. 
he puts his hands _wiahout an,. 

seruple into the dish simultanoowly, with bill, 
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daughter; as 80011 , h~\Vever. n.s the hlt.r~d8 of the 
impure have tOllched the food, it becomes impure 
for him; he stop,s, therefore, taki ng a. second 
mouthful nnd lets the daughter eat alone, 
apparently absorbed in reading the letter . Not 
&tting in the 8a\ne table, but only eating .from 
the same dish Qut or whi~ the table companions 
hal'e alread>' eaten, t he conttlot with the food 
already touched h,v them; is the criterion for a 
common cast,·, 

Consequently, we Mnnot speak of IIny rul e 
relating 1pecially to persons ha:ring a common 
table which excludes lower cnstes I; on the cUler 
hand, there can be no doubt thn t prescriptions 
which forbade contact with rood touched by the 
impure #nnd. specially. witb the leavings of their 
table, ann punisbed transgression, ex ided and 
too -often showed themselves effecth'e . . 

The eati~ of the leav ings of a Cal.l<l/\.la.'s 
table was looked upon, accol'ding to the Jl\taka!l. 
as such a great sin for the BrMlmal).& that it 
had for it s consequence exclllSiQu from j ho 
casle.' In the MI!!flllQ8 J tliaka it is narrnted 

, 8enan·. remarka 011 thi. point (Ruue de. d"u. mOllde., ~ol. 126 

p. 328 "'I') aeem to me to "go 100 fu, .. tb~,. do nol AWl)' to.lI "" 
or e .. olutiOIl of Ule Jud;'n .,.ate. 

• AN!. 10 '''no XI . 1<&(1" DrUm . ...... ho h"d dronk ... ,,:.., 

.. hioh had ,"vlo .. 111 beeo drunk "1 1 S~d .... mun drillk .hUG .... ter 

fvJ' th ree d~71 ,hd .. 8rlbll1lll,lll .. ho had K\e" the tablo 10''';0,,1 01 • 
~6dt'l or '" ...... 11 n.lln drink b ... 101 .... Ie. for ..... n daYA ( XI 163). 
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bol" eixteen thousl:tml Brahmanas had fa under
go n·birth. becausa water which had befm lOixaci 
with rice which was the remnant len out of a 
CaQ(j.Ula's meal , dropped into their mouths. The 
immediate consequence of tbis pollution, [or 
whi~h t hey themseh'6s ~'ere in no way to blame, 
was their exclusion from the caste. rl'hey ceased 
to be Hd\,hmfll)fL8 (te brflhmnl).Q.: ,imehi CRt)dft,. 
lucchitthakltl!l pitan' ti a~brl\hmflt)e karirpsu. TV 
388) and left Benares in djsgrace.) This passage
so far as I have se~n. the only one in tIl e Jilts.-

/ kas which speaks of a punishment prescribed by 
the caste and thus, to some extent, 
of a jurisdiction exercised. by it-h •. 32.] 

sounds extremely legenda.ry; [still the actual 
occurrence of an excommun i~ion from the · 
caLlte, 01' at least, of any other difficult expiation 
for the sin of e!lting impure' food, will appear 
extremely probable if we consider the realistic 
acoount given in tbe Saladhamma JA.taka (II. 
62.q.) .) . 
L'I'he Bodbisatta., re-born as So Ca1)C)lla, 

undertakes a journey after providing biml!elf 
with some rice 8S viaticum and a. l)rovisioD 
basket and comes across a youlh belongi"pg' ~ • 
rich Br6.bma'Q,a family in the north-we1l1fl1lBlfr 
!Wme reason bas not taken ~ of tbeee tMiiI 
with bim. Afler: tbey bave narrated to each 
other tbeir ca.stes-wrbas aJready been ezplaioeci 
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above- they travel together. At the time of 
breakfast the Bodhisatta sitM down near 110 well. 
w811hes his hands and opens his basket wh ile be 
invites the ~'outh to eat with him. "I don't 
wa.nt to eat, Ca.:r;uj.flla," ruos the answer. "Good"
thinks the Bodhisatta and takes, that there may 
not remain anything in his )d ishes, only t-hat 
much · which he req uires and. places it on .le8.f. 
Then he fastens his has.ket, ~Iaces it by his side. 
eats and drinks. After.. his meal is finished, he 
washes his hands and feet, takes his r ice and the 
remainder of nis food and move! oO' with the 
words, "Come let us go, young man." r.I.'bey 
travel the wbole day. 10 the evening, they oome 
to a sheet of !vater and take both a ba.th. After 
fiol:9h iQg this, the Bodbisatta sits down at 8. 

pleasant spot, opens his .basket and begins to eat 
without asking the young Brl'lhmaJ,la to eat with 
him. The youth tired with the da.y·s long march 
and feeling h.ungry stands by his side and looks 
OD, reflecting .... " It he giTes me anyt.hing to 
eat. I will acce»t, i t." The other says nothing 
and cont.inues to eat. i 'he Brilhmsl}JL reflect.a, 
"This CSQdMa eats all without saying any
tbiog to rna. I \\111 ask him Cor a c~mb. 
I( ......... v81 it to me, I can throwaway the outer • 
portion wlticb ii impure and eat, the rest." 
He oarries out bis intention and eats the food 
tlI,t remains uut. or the CaQ,cJAla's meal. No 

7 
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8oone", however, did he eat this .th&n he \\'8S 

{p. 83,] 
seized by the th ought that he bad 
eaten the table leavings of a CalJ.<lllIa. 

and had thereby done a Ghing which was most 
improper for his caste, his Camily. his land and 
Celt. so repentant that be vomited out the food 
tht he had swallowed mi xed wi th blood. .. For 
the s'l.ke of . a trifling thing I have done a most 
improper act," so he laments, full of grief and 
recit-es the verse: • 

" I t. was a trifle that remained urfeateD .and he ga\'e i t 
to me against his will-to me, who am a. BrAhmaQR by 
caste! Wbat I have eaten, I must t hrow out of myself n 

80 he weeI'll and decides, sick of life which is 'lVortllleBII 
after such improper conduct, to die of starntiOD. He goes 
to the rOl'C6t and as he does not allow hi mself to be seen by 
anybody, peMsbes helpJeIIII. " 

L The instances hit herto cited which ma,Yi be 
looked upon in several respechl as typical, give 
us a view which I represents t he society of that 

I time as governed )y stri ct traditional morality 
or cast..e-rules.\ H owever much in the eaKern ' 
countries, where the Mlthority of the Brahmaoi-
cal theory was less' strong, praclice may have 
transcended these limits, 8' sharp distinction 
bet ween the de!pised people and the ra.t of the 

<= population '~as made here also. {J:n the or- of 
the aristocratic Aryans, the lower castes, suoh as 
the Ctu"QAla.s. are impure. rrheir very sight caUIMll 

poJlntioD; colliBquently, they must be exuhuied 
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from the general society and must live in 11 

special village of their own outside of the town 
and earn a living by means of lo~'er ocCUpntiODS. 
That under these circumstances, any mix ture with 
these lower elements is sought to be prevented 
appears self,eviden t. \ Surely, there existed 
from ancient times certain 'fsages regulating 
marriage among the aristocratic Aryan families 
which must have been built up into strict rules, 
as the danger of a mixture with the aboriginal 
tribes and 'the merging of themselve~ in tbese 
wa! always felt" by the Aryan races, and the 
exislence of these rules is even perceived in the 

J Makasj When it is narrated in the 
[po Mo l ~f!\tailga J!\taka that the Cal)tflUa 

gets the aeJ1hi's daughter as wife, this is due only 
to his position as Bodhisatta ; "For the resolve 
of such a ma.n~so it is said (IV. 376)-" always 
realises itself" In the course of the narratiye it is 
expressly stated that he is not t;uilty of 8 trans
gression of the rules relating to the distinctions 
of caste ( j tttisambhoda;~UikkamaI11 akatvfl.), thai 
is, that he abstains from sexual intercourse 
with the seUAi's daugbter who stands by virtue 
of her caste l)1uch higher than he. 

~In general and as a rule, we can SUppmr.tl • • tha the PUis of this age were endoO'amou!! ; . 
marriage within one's own jdti was thc rule . 
. Ev~r1wbere in the Jatakas, we meet with tbe 
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effort to keep the family pure through marriage 
POntined to people of one's own standing and 
profession and not to allow it to degenerate 
through mix tu re with lower elements. When 
the parents desire to mArry their son, they seek 
a maiden of the same caste for bim or give him 
tbe advice: 

" 'J'ake a girl out of a family who balong~ to the 
same family as WE''' (ekaJ'p ssmajlltikakuUt 
kumftrikarp ga.1J.ha. III. 4~2). The ~ril.hmat;la 
agriculturist marries bis son, to the daughter of 
t\ Brilhm8{I.B belonging to a similar family (so 
[brl\.hms1).o] puttassa. vayappaUassa. sam!\na
kulato kumArikaf!1 ftnesi. III. I6:!. So also IV. 
22) ; the Bralfmana parents give express in
structions to the people whom they send for 
findiog a girl fOf their son to bring a Brfthma.lp\ 
girl (brl'thml\l:takumArikarp l\.netha.. III. 93). 
Among the BrfihmaQ,3s, it is principally tbe rich 
and aristocra.tic familieB who wished to secure 
riches and aristocracy througb equal marriage: 
'tbe son of a good family (kulaputtA) is married 
by the parents to the daughter or one belonging 
to an equal family (llSsa ml\tApitaro sam&na. 
jatiyftf"\l kulato dll rikarr Ana-simsu. I. 199). To 
phe inclinations of young people, very little or 
no weight was att.ached; we.lways read thatt.lle 
elden consult with each other without ooDHl~ 
iog their children-who. it is remarked, aN 
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grown up; to the Bodhisatta who is re-born in a 
li/ 'village not far from Denares in a gahapati CamBy 

the elders send a girl or good family from DenareS 
{~uladhitatal!ll\neSU1!l II. 121) and 

[p. '5,] it. se(thi living in asmall market· town 

iH the province cour~ I, (or the sake of bi& ~Il 
the daughtot of a s:etthi in Benares. (II. 225.) ) 

In spite of all( this it seerAs to me to go . 
fl, little too far if we arc to speak of a strict rule ) 
of endoO'l'my; there !\rc instances in the J!\tnkas 

4. in whioh the caste barriers are considered not 
insurmountH.blealld thusthe shl\rp lines of demar
cation wbich we nre inclined to draw by reason 
of the numerous instances prescribing marriage 
within the caste to be the rule are wiped 8way,;.-r 

If marriage within the caste was more than 8. 

universal cusliom. if it had been a!n.w prescribed 
by the cnste, then its transgression would have 
led to the non-recognition of children born of an 
illegitimate marriage. This seems, howerer, as 
a 'ma.tter of fact, not always to have been the 
case. 'We have seen that tbll purokitll, recognises 
tbe SOD born of his union with a public woman, 
after he i~ SAtisfied about bis identity, as his 
own 800 ; a fact, which if universalised makes 
tbe in8.uenoo of cast.e upon actual life \"ery 
• -U for . us. Are we, howeger, juslified in , 

, Of. r.rth .. the illt.rOllllCto.'y upl"naUoli. ill A.itibho JILt&ka 

(\' •• ) "lid ill hUl?9&lIlip Jttah (HI. lSi). 

• 
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making such a gewralisatioll? It almost seems 
that we are, when {we read the introductory 
explanation in Bhad~asl\la Ji\.taka (IV. 144. sq.) , 
where the question whether the ·wife of a 
IdlaUiy" belonging to a low caste and the 
children born of sucb a wife are to be looked 
upon as of the same rank as the khattiya, is 
made the principal.topic of d. iscussion between 
Buddha and the Kosala King. The latter had-so 
it is narrated here- sent a messenger to Kapil&.
vatthufor getting for him a Sllkya daughter. 'l'he 
Stlkya princes, very little inclit;ed, on the one 
hand, to fulfil his desire,! and on the other band, 
fearing the wrath of the king, to whom they stand 

in a dependent relationsh.ip. resolve. 
[p. 36.) on theadviceof Mahl'lnA'ma, to sand 

him his daughter, the VilsabbakhaHiyA. who, on 
her mother's side is born of 8. slave but had n. 
kbaUiya for her fatber. The messengers are 
deceived-in the manner a.lready mentioned-by 
a stratagem and bring the daughter of 
MahCtnruna to their king who makes her his 
principal consort (aggamahesl) snd gets a SOil 

by her. Thi!J son wants, when he grows up. to 
see the family of his grtlndtatber (maternal) 
and takes from his mother who tries in vain 

I They .... afraid of the traditi01'I of ~he r.",ily (kllll ...... ) 

beiq broll.n accord;", to .. hi~b, the S;'''y. d.lIgbte .... " ."\1 ~ 
lIIuried to S&"1W. cr. Weber, llOdifCh. 8'...., ...... , Vol. 6, p. d1. 
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to d~e him, a.. leCter to Kapill\vatthu in 
whioh she asks ber kinsmen not to notice any 

,. difference_in point of birth between themselves 
and ber soil: What i feared happens, however, 
although thi n~s begin "cry weU: He is taken 
to t he audience ball and placed before his 
kinsmen. .. This," people say to h im, "my dear, 
is your grandfather, this your uncle." He goes 
round, accosting 6verybcxly wilh reverence, 
wonders why whilst he get!! pain in the back 
through continuous bowing, he sees nobody wbo 
bows to him. But the SakiYflS want to clear his 
doubta and explain to him, " The ~'oung prince~: 
my dear, have gone to the country" and boop 
courtesies upon him. A few days later, he goes 
away in great ]>Omp. J ust at t his time, however, a 
slave washes the)llace where he has eaten with 
mflk ,vater L and cries aloud, "At this place the 
son ot the slave VQ.sabh3khattiyA has eaten." A 
man belol).ging to the reMnue of. t he prince who 
has forgotten to take his weapons and returns, 
hears this insulting cry, R.Sks for itscause and when 
he has beard the whol.e stOl'y, narrates it to others. 
Thus, the Kosala king also learns of the descent 
of his wife from a slave; in & fit of wrath, he 
di vests her and.. her SOil of all honon r and throws 
them ill the company of slaves only. Some dAYs · 
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later Uuddba. comes to 'tho place and he narmtes 
to him tbe incident, complaining of the deocit 
practised upon him by his kinsmen. The 
master replies that no doubt the sakiyas have 

[p. 37.] 
done wrong, they ought to have 
given him a girl of the same caste, 

but ' that his wife is a king-'s daughter and the 
mal'riage took place · in. tbe house of ~, kbattiya 
king and his SOil also is a king's son: fo r- he 
8odd8-" the old wise men acted according to the 

J,.. principle: the family of the mothpr does not 
~ ~lttler ; tlte fam ily of the falher alone is 
Y ttnportal!t (mrttigottam nl\ma kim karissati, 

pitigotta~ eva paI0na~) and cites as proof the 
Ka\\hahari :JAtak •. 
~ 

Have we to see in this pronouncement \l'hich 
is put into the mouth of Buddha,!.an expression 
of a view wqicb was current among the people 
of his time~or docs tli'e prevailing conception 
exhibit itself in · the spontalleOU!, unreflecting ' 
action of the king who does not lOQk upon the 
son of I'L dds! as of equa.l rank with him but clla8es 
him as well as his mother, as soon as he is awa.re 
of her descent from a slave, with the slaves? 
The question can ha.rdly be.answered detinitely ; 
many things seem to me to point to the preT&l. 
enee of the law stated by Buddha. We meet. with 
a tendency simihn to that noticed in Buddha'. 
pronouncement in Brabmanical law·l6on j . 
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also here the principle is expressed that-in 
a mA.rriage of a higher with .a lower caste-

~ the caste of the father is the most important 
and seems to determine"that of tbe son .1 On the 
othel- hH.nd, .. the view, according to which the 
mflrriage of a dr>iju with a SiZd"a woman is 
considered objectionable, sppcars to be ptedo
minant in the law-books; it l is true, a. Sftdra 
woman is aUolved even to a BrAhmai) ... , a long 
with women of higher castes, but it -'is added 
that such marriages bring lfbout - with certQ.inty 
the degradation of the familY ,'). If :we add 
to this oircumstance the tende oy which is 
manifestly noticeable in the JMakas, of pre"~nt. 

(p.38.] 
ing a degradl\t~on o~ th~ family 
through mixture with lower castes 

and mention further the fact t h&t even in 
Greek accounts ' the prohibition of marriage 
between the diffe~nt classes is pointed out as a 
characteristic feature of Indian Society, I should 
believe that the king followed the general rule 
a.nd especia.lly, the traditions of his class in 

, lII&no, X, 6: "8001 of the tw"iOO!l·bon! hywomen.r the 'lien 
lo ... r edt. are of "'lui ",ok ( .. ith the r .. ther, ",ilh ...,renmoe to the 

... Ie) bo~ boar tb. II.&'n aU&cloed 10 Ihe mother." 
• lII aon, Ill, 116 :. " Tbe twi\:&.bo!-n who in their fooliahn_ m • ...,. 

worn", o! alo .. er GMte, bring tbeir 1&1Ilili.,. U>d lbeir d_ndalll • • 

rapidly 100 the poaition of SCr.dl'M." cr. Vui.b~bal, 2fo·29 f Apallt.amlll. 

1.18.33. 
:' et. Ihe qllOu ...... tro ... Aniln wbigh Occlon below. 

I 
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his views concerning the degradation of his 
wife and the son born of her. Exception8-
we caD !ind these in the case of this proposi
tion, if they are not already self-evident-occur, 
and here belongs tho incident narrated in 
tht KaltbaMri Jataka (1. 13~ sq.), namely, 
the ' installation of 11 wood-gatherer (Kattha
hAriU) as the oggamakest Ilnd the handing 
over of the viceregency to the illegitima.te son; 
here belongs the story (contained in the paccup
pannavatthu of KummCLsapinaa Jl1taka III. 406) 
Ql the queen Mallikf\. who is brought by the' 
Kasala king from the bouse of her fatber4 

and made the principal queen. There llre 
again excieptions whjch maintain !he prinoiple ~ 

of endogamy as the rule, but on the other 
hand, show that the boundaries of the ca.ste 
organi.sa.tion -wore not inviolable, at any rate, 

~ not for one who, like the king, stood above the 
prescriptions of caste and represented a power 
which at least at that time and in that part of 
India. of which we are speaking, had not yet 
boon rendered inert through priestly inluence, 
namely. the polit,ical power, tile Stat.e. 

What ("-oDcerned us hitherto in our inveati· 
gation WM to "how that we find precisely the 

~ .ttribbtel p ich the caste of the Brahm8K&al 
theory hM in common with modem 088te MIl 
in whioh we ~u.t look for the sueDe&-;J( • 
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caste, in the jd,ti of the Pa.ll texts. a.nd that 
we have to recognise in them-withop.t main
mining the existence of 0. str ict caste or.der-a 
factor of great power which lies deeply rooted 
in the life of Society as well as of the individual. 

Now the' question arises, how 'the 
(p. 8\1.) particular castes ~of that time 8tood, 

. whether and how far we are justi6.M in applying 
the term" custe" to all the numeJ:OU8 groups of 
Indian society which we come across. 

, 

• 

• 
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CHAPTER III 

Tn, HOHELESS ASOETICS . 
Before we attcm pt' to analyse the struc

ture of the socll\l boo, and to lpok more .closely 
to its separate parts, we must llOinl . to a cir
cumstance which is of great importance for 
the whole cot.dition of culture in the East ana 
especialU'. for the position of the domloant 
clilsse~ and peoples wHh regard to £be Brah· 
manical castl!, the circumstan~, namely. that 
the Kbattiya, no 1~ than the ErIlhm&J)8, nay, 
cven the p~ople beJOD~g fLo the midd.le olass, 
renounced the world and Hved &8 hermits 
in the forest . And indeed, we meet wi:b this 
view not as an erGeption. not as a chance ooour· 
rence, of which we can speak as we do of aD 

un\'tsuaJ, extraordinary . thing. No, the .Iraottce 
seems to be as Common witp the king, with the 
householder as it is with tbe piala BrA.b~ . 

• tWe have. in my opinion, to !tee here the key 
to what is often' called tbe 8OCW: .. lpPI 

'or BuddWsm, what, howet'eJ', ia ~I ia 
only a. furlher development of if 
coodItions-I mea. thead .......... or lit 
Bwidhis~ic fold irrespective ., tbIIII 

• 
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When later, &.'J the followers of Buddh~ formed 
an organised body and introduced special rules, 
the admission of. people of the Buddhist faith 
into the ,prdert"W8S effected through the act of 
initiat ion and this wlLs characterised as pabbajjA. r~b 
as - going out, no '\t'"ew tbhtg "Was. cr~ted ;. and ., 
nothing ..that was n6t known to Brahmanical • • 
law-the entrance of lL Brlihms,pa into the state 
of a he~mit (vAnaprastba.) was extreme1y well
known-was <inCroduced into t he life of the 
Buddhisti • order. E'ten l;>efore Buddha's time, 
the clJ1tom of escaping from the worldly state 
and retiring from home into the isolation of the 
fOtest, was Dot confiDed to the BrilhmaJ}a8. As 
he himself, 8. Kkaitiya of the proud family of 
BAkya princes, exchanged the slitter snd pomp 

worldly life fqr the homeless condition of ihe 

~ ::~!;~IO otb.er SODa "of aristocratic familiee" 
~ I the tendency or that time and rtlllounced 

home in order to obtain possession of Of the 
~ higb .. tperrection of a holy stri",ing."1 Among 

ctt.oiples who followed his doctrine we find, 
~ oI')Dg with young Brflhmal).as, '"people belonging 

his 'Own station a.Dd soDs of rich tradesmen 
ldp ofticu.1i. 'I'bey are all to be looked 
by til .aot as members of a. weU-organ~ 

.... ", rdonb~ an order was ereated 
J.tar-bul rRother as nothilll elae tUn 

.... 
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f'dpa8a8 on Sama'T}tu, whom we como a.cross so 
oiten in t be JMakas who group"round the person 
of a teacher (ga~atth!i.) and listen to his word. 

It will perl:ijl.ps be stated a:gainstJIle that 
precisely at this point the :rMakas do IlQt exhibit .. 
the -actual . conditions of thl) pre. Buddhistic 
period but" th~ tb; ir authors have put the later 

-rules of the Buddhistic order back into earlier 
times. For t bis suppos1tion, how1ilver, there is , 
no su fficient groundlfor in the first place, the 
possibility t hat. all Arxan Indians in ancient 
times 'could embrau& the h.olUJ;liess condition 
appears ft'tlm th\.Brahmartical law books them
selves,' 'l'pen again-and this in my opinion 
places the correctness ~of the ~counts In the 
JAtakas beyond question-we find thia Yefy 

thing in the report of Megastbenet who Wa.l 

sent about the year 300 B.C., as Il me'isenger 
of Seleukas to the court of Candragupta in 

.. ptttaliputra-and thus in eastern 
[p. 401.] India, the heart 01 Buddhism. 

He places at the head of the Indian lOOietJ 
which he aivides into 7 yl...., &8 ftrst ,.wr 

the ~ and saya of these thM.- $b.e,
again fa.ll into two l'nI>/, namely. the {I,.~ 
~nd the :lop,..,... Whilst be .. "Ientond. ~1 . 

, A UmiLar.ioo of thi, t-o Bl&bm_9U 001,. follow .. wber. fa .. .-. 
of "'11_"11 III whieh he .pee.te of tbe h4111eleu ooJll'lilioa. of. ~ .. 
ado~ b,. th word oal,. .. BlibIPI';'_. 
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the first Brlthma1)8..5· hr. general-whom he, 
probably impelled by the fact that they, like 
the Sllmn.1)8S led the life of a hermit, puts with 
these in the !IlI.me class-he makes the de8orip
tion whicll\Jte gives of the :Iapl"' ...... applicable to 
the SamaTJ.fl8 or MectieR of our text I ; aboYe, a.ll
.and this concerns us here~he applies to them 
the prop.?Sition whJeh is used wrongly in Greek 
reports with regard to~ the i1O<f>«mu in general, 
tll'e proposition , namely. th&fwhereal!~llrriages 
between the separate . caste!il are J,lot alJoweil , 
nor is any oh'Snge from .one profession to another 
permissible, e~'ery man can adopt this condition,' ] 

Iso in Sanskrit' literature- we find ..l' instanctls 
of a. DofuBrMlril"'8l).& entering into thai' 

(p. 42.] ascefic state and especially, of a 
rftojanh1 kin~ ahcl ic'lfing ana becoming an 
ascetio. 'r~ .. !!!ory in the _ Rt\mli~ta1).a oC 
the quarrel beiween Vasishtha and Vis\'tunitra .. ' ~ 

• iwaboJ GIIOIf .... pbiO*. Lib XV .• Oap. t . 60. 
I ArnAIII . ladle<., Cap xn. li"e. J)(Ipartu.g from tr.iI 8c.rabo .. y. 

(XV. t . 41) that e .. ery e .... ill ..,-' ;~ IIp<<:ia.1 ".....,_1011 whlcll 
cu.w" I!ta.ged fot any ol.he~, Ihl, ~el'/lr, Iii", f<A.H .... .... ere 

an e_08))lloII. l\.~ ia, thll,. \"Quid adopt al11 profe.ion. Whim that 
which Arrial1 h ... id of ~hl! .. ..,.,.. .. in pn8ftol i. tru", of th", "'''(1('14' 
&114 no~ d adhma!) ... .-bat. Sttabo "'x' • irn8 of the HrlhmB9U &lId 

110& of tb", uoeli(L Th&. IIOlIreeI .~pl",menb each etller and gin 
U 111. ....... ' to whlo"",h,,, JitakM lead, nam",ly, that 011 thl! ou. hand, • 
__ t,OI ."'"' ..ecnaiWld frow all t:1_ and nn th", othr, the moat 

d~....,_;o". " e,.. ' olh .. ed '" the Wrlhlll.' ... 

/ 



is well·known. In order f.o obtain (·be cow of the 
holy Vasishtha, king Visvamitra retires into tho 
solitude . of a forest, after handing over the 
reins of government to his son, where b~ means 
of severe austerities he tries to acquire mastery 
ave! . his opponent. He obtains through his 
asceticism the weapon of the gods and attacks 
Vasi8hthl~ de 1WVO but the latter survives this 
attack by reason of his rank as Brlkbma11l'. 
'I'hen the king resolves, as only a BrAhma1).!\ can 
defeat a Br!ihmal).a, to attain the rank of a 
Brabmal}.8. After a thousand years of severe 
austerities, he receives frpm Brahma the title 
of a "kingly seer (rll.jarshi )" ; not satisfied with 
this, ~h~ practises further penance till he 
frightens !;he godj and at the request of 
these, Brahma raises him to the rank of a 
Br!ilima.QA. .. 

Now one cannot here propel'ly speak of the 
entrance of the king into the state of an ascctic, 
as Visvamitra PJactiscs austerities for tbe .. ke 
of flo special, transitory object; but !tere in the 

I RAm~yal)a the practice is repeatedly n'i'Effitioned, • 
by which kings when in adv8.nced..age exchanged 
the orown for the solitude .of the forest; ibUII, 
for"'example, we notice it when Lakshmfl.J,U'I. 

.. l>oint.s out to bis brother RAma (II. 23, 26) that 
according to tbe custom of tbe old kingly seers 
(ptirvarAjarshivritty!l) residence in the forest 
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takes place 'after one' has left the subjects to. 
the care of the SOD S, so that they protect 
them like cbildren, as well as in R!\mn'.s words 
(I[. 94.1U). "This the ki ngly .seers (riLjarsbayab), 
my ancestors, named nectar, tbis residence in 1\ 

COl'est for the sake of lhe life after death." .. 
Very often W6 meet with he form 1tljp.rl1h;' 

in the Mllhl1bh!\ratn. I n the celebrated SAvitrt 
epis e In me mra boo~ sa"itrt chooses..,!!s .hilt' ~ 
consort Satyu,'tllH\, tb e son of the blind Dyumat
sena who was rol)bed of his kill~dom aQd prnc..tises 

austedties in the forest with his 
[.p. ta .] wife and Jlis son , I In the ninth book v 

it is narrated how Dl1ryodhanlL voluntarily offered 
Yudhishtbira. of his own free will an uncontest
ed kingdom, · explaining that he wanted to go 
into t he forest, clad in two animal ski llS (vRnam 
0\'8, gllnilshytuni vasl\.no mrignca-rmal).1 I X.a i .52). 
Yudhis bthil'L\ declines the offer and challenges 
him lo 0. due\; h'l t after Duryodhana is defeaUld 
nud his kingdolU L {~ls to Yudhishthira, the 
taLLer reso"~s, being hitn;ijjf tired of sovpreignty, 
to practi..,e austerilies in Ute forest. "The ,vrong 
that _has happened," so he explains to his 
l)I'other Arjuna (XU. 7.37 sq.) "is expiated by 
virtue, by open confession, ropentance, begging 
nlms 01' by cas tiglltioll , ~'·orld.ren ullciation, 

, III . :Nl.a'l "" b&1 .. ~.u..1~ ,ird\lhal'!l hh&r1.yl J'f1lI'thito ..... 
""...,,... pt&6 capt "'I'U tcpfl m.bh .. tlOJ). 

9 
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pilgrimage to sacred places or reciLation at 
saored verse. He who has renounced the world 
cannot sin any mOI'C, so goes the revelation. 
When, as the revelation teaches, 1\ man renounces 
the world, he has neither birth nor death, then he 
is merged, after be has found the right path by 
conscious striv ing, in Drnhma. So will I alone, 
:\ seer in possession of k nowledge, go into the 
forest and tAke lea l'e of you nil." 

Tn the later clas~ical Sanskrit poctry, many 
~ imitations of these old st.ories are found, Among 

other p!t\ces. in the-nagbuvRIPSa. when it is said 
of Raghu that" withrlmwing his heart from the 
SCIlSUOU'l worhl he gal'6 the young son ns a token 
of kingly dignity t he wbite umbrella and went 
with the queen to the slmdes of the trees of the 
nscetic's fal"es!.: This was what the custom of 
t,he Ikshltku family demanded when", IIlnn's 

youth was ovel·" ([II. 70). "For," so it is ;;w
in another place (V nr. 11), " the descendants of 
DiUpa led in their old age, arter handing over 
tbe reins of go,·ernmellt to their virtuous !l)t,ns, 
througb e:ttreme self-cliscipline the liCe or An 
ascetic, clad in t he bark of tree!il." 

Oons~quently, tile phenomenon, a lthough 
c in Brahmauioal li teratur~ it is treated !l.8 aD 

UDUSUaJ pilenomenon I a.nd M the custom or a 

• Ono ,bollid OOllaider l b., Visd .... il" _lao to .tt.in b, IIi, 

1"""111001 • "I'*'ial "bjed, that D,umat.eell. i, robbed uf bi, II'~, 
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legendtu'y king of ancient times, and although 

Cp· <&4.J 
more (requently-as in the later 
eha pters of the Mabftbbamt.a

the rightness of such a n act is doubted, ' the 
phenomenon of a killg abdicating in 'favour of 
h'is grown-up son and. himself retiring into. the 
solitude of the forest was not at all unknown I 
in Brahmanical lanw. 'Yhat was ChMacteristiC'i 
however, of t he culture of the East, as it was 
reflected in the J tltakas, was the universalit 
which attached to the phenomenon of homeless 
asceticism. ~ 

Not only did world·sick old peo ple renounce ) 
the world but even kings who were in undisputed 
possession of sovereignty Bud in the fulness of 
their power; young prmces preferred the severe 
life of the ascetic to the glitter of sovereign ' 
power; rich tradesmen gave away their riches 

tll .. e Duryorlhanll ..... b.,(o.., hi. ey" the enjoyment of loye..,ign po ... er 
.nd that ludhilh~hi ..... illtrioktin ... ith grief .. t the death of hi' brother 
K .",I., 

, CJ. g. W. Hopkin .. r~ lOCi"l (I"" "" /{/<I'V polil,·o .. pI II, • • ..zi.., 
..... t. i .. "",:>ero.t I Itd;", " • ... p~ .. "tM bV t/oc S"".irTit Epic. In the 
"tonll,el of the A .... eriClln Or iental Society," Vol. l a, 1'. l iD "'I', 
D opkins '"""q of the entn..noe of .. king inw the .. _tio nlLte ,.. .. 
ch .. nge of CWtll. A uh .. nge of ClUW, ho .... ey'"', thil ILction d08l not 
it..elf p:OOooe, efLpeci.Uy, .... he~, ... i . ... l.-ted of Vih .rnllno, • kiog 
kiel th •• IL.gh. ILlUlteri tiee to .....,11 tbll ... ok of.. B"bmal).. The. 
prieltl ~ """'Vile ... of t~ .,pi". ..... oWd co _ in the resi, .... tiQn of the 
kingdom .. nd lLeoe~_ of th~ hOlflel ... ooodilioo, .. they looked 

upoA thlllut III • ptf~ler' or t"'e B .... hm.l)U, .n ;nadmi .. ibl. ChaD'" 
of_Ie. 
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'and beads of Camilies their wives and children 
in order to build a but in the forests of the 
Himalaya and to live Oil roots and fru its or to 
eke out an existence by begging alms. 'I'he 
thought of the fransitodness of <:arthly goods, 
of t,h.c unworthiness of human exist;nOOsupplies 
~enerally the impulse to renounce the "World. 
SimillLr nanativBS to those we finel in (he holy 
texts of the Buddhist.s about .Buddha himself and 
his taking le&"6 of his hom e,l we meet- with 
even in the Jiltakas Rud are to some extent like 

(p. ~.] 
these of great poetical beauty. 
'l'hu8, in Yuvnlijnya Jiltaka (IV. 

119 sq.) it is narrated how the heir-pre
sumptilT6 one day drives early in his carriage 
and goes with It brilliant following to a delight
ful spot in the park. And as he sees dew-drops 
sparkling like pearls in a necklace on the leaves 
of the trees, on blades of grass and in the webs · 
of the Ilpiders he asks the dri~'er of the carriage 
wbat t.hey are. "'J.1hey are dew-drops, 0 King, 
which arise in cold wenUler," the Ia.tter replies. 
In the evening, when Ule heir to tbe thron\1 
comes again, the dew has disappeared; he asks 
the driver, " :l!"'riend, wbe;,'o nrc the dew-drops, 
J don't see them any more P" "0 King, when 
the sun rises they Yllnish sn<l disappear in the 
earth." . When the pdnce beaN this, Ite cries 

, OJ. Oldenberg. Dllddh •• p. lOG MI. 
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out in grie f, "Even this life,t this being is like 
the dcw-dl'OP which hungs from the tOJl of the 
blade of gross ; I wi ll t-ake 161.\\'6 of my 
parents a.nd become 1m asoetic before disease, 
age ood deatn ovel'come me," Thus, a dew-drop 
produces in him the f bought of the non-reaJity 
of existence; I he goes' borne Ito bis father who 
sits in great pomp. in the Council Htd l, accosts 
him with reverence and requests to be allowed to 
adopt the homeless condition: 

"The 10m of the chariot,..drivcr surrounded by friendll 
and minill ters, 1 ' adore; 1- will go into I!Olitude, 0 great 
king, may.the Lord l>ennit lIle t" do thill." 

The king, howeve r, wauts him t.o desist and 
recites the second verse: 

" If you lack pl&ulure, I will create this for you. I 
will crush him who g-ive8 you pa.i[~, don't go away. 0 
Yuvatljaya." 

To this the p~il)ce replies: 
(I r don't la.ck pleasures nor do I kuow a.nybody who 

hurt. me; bill 1 II'ant to light. a light which age cannot 

extingllisil." 
Repeated requests of his father do not suo

ceed in dissuading him from his 
resoh'e and even to the imploring 

mother he replies: ' 

[po .&6.] 

• JI~itaPrplr.b1"pi, prnperly." the l,hunloP,e ... or lire, ... b., _011', 

real i. li'e." 1 
• "W ..-.... br~pl. ...... 'r&mm'l).&qllr.a~.' idilt... "'.1" l.ayo bb .... e 

pueauto," lit.. " ... h1b~ hl,lta,.ting f/"O.II the d ..... d./"Oro-. looh Ppoll 
Uut lilree Nt.. < __ ,.,wo. d ... tb) ... 11 ........ 
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" Like Il de\\'.dmp on th~ blade or gra~s at lIunri~e i, 
the life of man (i.~ ., IU transitory as this); don't t ry to 
• 

diuuade me, de&1' mother." 

,Yhen finally the king gh'cs him per
mission, he ieal'es the cit~, \"ith his youu"er 
brother YudhiHhiln.; the great muss of people 
",ho 1lCcompanies them, Lhey send back ~ll(l boUl 
go to the Himll.layo. and n.fter building n. her
mit-age at a charming l)iace, Lhey lead the life 
of a homeless ascetic; they feed upon the roots 
and fruits of the ( 01'l;:5t and reac~. after 
acquiring t he highest knowledge with the 
help of meditation , l he world of DrahluB alter 
ileath. or" • 

As in"" t.his narrntil'8, 8. dew-drop, 80 in 
otbel' cases (I. 138; III. 393) a grey lair, is e 
Ilramma(l(lm, the cause wbici.l gh'es t he ki~g the 
thought of renouncing" the 8OI'ereignJower and 
gOiDg lOto the forest. In the Cullasut8.80ma. 
Jl'ttnka (V. 177 sq.), the fathe r of kiDg Sutasoma 
whose barber hIlS plucked a gt6Y hair,. tries to 
dissuade him from his resolve and points to his 
minC)f children. .. If you, 0 (lear Sutasoma., 
do not ha\'e so much love for your parents, see, 
you ha.ve sons and duughterJi of lender age who 
cannot Ii\'e wilhout you; when they arc grown 

, up you may go inlo the homeless condition." 
'I'hese representat.ions, however, succeoo as Httle 
in dissuading Sutasoma. as the earnest praye" 
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of his pregnant wife Bnd his 'seven-year-oJd son 
who clings to bis neck. 

In nnother case, Ihe si"'ns of the hea"ens 
show the king the transitoriness of his . \ 
worldly porn. In the Gandhh.l'l\ JUtaka (Ill. 
36 1.) tbe millislcr infor mA the king that ·the 
moon isseized by ll.ahl1. 1 'l'hp king looks at tbe 
moon slid reflects, "1'bis moon is soiled by 

accidental dirt, Hud rendered lustre-, 
less; my fiUh is this kingly pomp ; 

it lS not, how6"61', proper that 1 should become , 

[p. 47.) 

lustreless like this which is seized h~' RA.hu . 
Tberefol'6 I will, like th e disc of the moon 
in a clear sky, renounce 
lead the life of a hermit. 

my kingdom and 
What do I care 

fOl' other ])eople's opinion? Released from my 
family and my follon'ers-, I will consul t on ly 
mvself and' move !\bout from place to place; . . 
this is proper for me," With the words, "Act 
according to yOl]l' wishes," he gives the reins of 
Go,rernment to the ministers, 

" 'e should' not be surprised at the fact 
that the prescription which Ilmong the Bro.·hmnl}.us 
the law JUakes concerning rcsidence in the 
forest as the third stAge (fI,irama) of life, is found 
also in the Jl\takas, Less ob,'ious is the fact • 
that even among' orldly Brfl.lun81).8! who, as we 

, ;s ..... of the D~'d"" ... ho attaQkI the ... 0011 alld the 'PI!, lhereb1 

~ ... i ... ,b.n- .eli .... 
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shall see, have anen nothing in common with 
the proper representatives of their caste except 
the name, the adoption of the homeless condition 
is mentioned. So far as these Brllhma(ltlS were 
in the service of the king, they had probahly' to 
get . the permission of their lord before they 
could exchange their worldly .'itate for tli'irhome

Itt less condition; for the klilg di<l not always agree • in lhis war to lose his servants. Knssaptl, (he 
SOil of the king's house priest, refloots in the 
Lomasaknssapa J Mnka, .. My friend hns become 
a king and will lend me powerful he'p. But 
what should I require help for? I will take 
leave of m~ pal'ents and the king (or "tl.'Ik 
theh' permisSion," mtitapifa,'o ca 1'ojonqii. co 
tipllcchilliti. III. (15)' und adopt the homeless 
condition." 

When a rich B~hmal)a. on nn inspeotion of 
bis jewel.room reads on n gold tablet the name 
of his nllcestor by whom Ule properties were 
ACquired, tho thought occurs to him, " ThosaJ>y 
whom the riches were acculllulated nre DO 1n01'e; 

the treasures are still there, not a singlb person 
has taken them with him during his departure. 
Verily, one cannot put money- into ft. bag and 
tfl.ke it witb him to the other world." He g068 
to the king, begs Jlis permission, gives away his 
entire wealth and goes as Il.n ascetic to tbe 
HimA.lRya (IV. 7), 
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rrba~ even a. whole DI\\h!!!8J!!.Jamily includ

[p.46.J 
ing the pnrents ami two sons, 
renOllllCf'S worldly life is mentioned 

(V. 3 1.3). As the eldest. son is not. willing to lead 
th e life or the houSCh91dcl' and itS the YOllnger 
brother also wishes to adopt. with him the 
homeless condition, the parent./! l'c fl cct~ " rnlese 
t reat with cont.empt the enjdymcn t of t he 
senses, t.hough they al'l" so) young; how m uch 
more contemptuollsly should we then treat it; 
we will all together rellOllllce the householder's 
lire," 'Ihey in(orm the king of their resolve, 
give I~Wl\y t hei r enUre wealth (eight hundred 
m~IJi oJ] s!) from wbjch thel' keep only 0. legi U-

t! mate portion (or their kinsmen, seL their stM-es 
free and move out or the city to t.he H im!\laya. ' 

, Often au }usight int.o the cffor~ and l 
acti viti es of peonle in one's own . station, the ,.. 
k nowledge of the . deceits practised by themu.. 
jthrougb gl'eediness, makes homelessness appear 
to a virtuous Hrfl.hmaQ.!\ more wort h)' t han honour 
and wealtb in worldly life. '1'he young 11 11\hma~ 
scholar (1I.'422) who receives from his teachf'r, 
in answer to the question, 1101" can onc succeed 

. 
, "h.t ... o,u,,-o, eiiber .. Iollb or " long with ' .... i. 0"''' JlfIOple, Nti", 

illl.., tI,e IIOlitode of tbe rore.t ill ,'''ry ohe ll mcnlioned ill thl. 11lall:u, 

'.g., I l l . S!I2; IV, 23, 46-&. J,,,,,,,, ding 10 t hc law booh, tho d~i;' ia 

free .. l ,en he "'D<)UIICft world!y ut", 10 l~aye his wifu to tbe ca. ... 01 hi, 

_. or to '-k, buwitb hiln ,nto thu fore". Manu \'1. 3. 0/. A, .. 'amb& 

II. 9, 22, 8.11; \'illh '.IA LXXXX1V, a: yijfta, .. lkra 111.4:1. 

10 
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in the world? the yoply that he can do ao only 
by intrigue and bad praCtice~. chooses ')XtblJajja 
with the words: 

"nl'eu whell a man wAIHJel'lj homelel!ll, dish in 'land, 
this is ootter than lhiij immomlily." 

' tb-ilst; we med ,dtfi h'sl:.anccs in Sansk rit 
l it~I·~tUl:e of Kshatrii'M embracing the ascetic 
life, the preference among people for this 11rac-

~ l ice of world-reriun ciation..~ellls to be confined 
to oastem cou.Etl'i,::s; here, however, i t seems 
to pre\'!\il vel'," III llch. fl 'hns, we are told 
of members of aristocratic families who were 
fi Ucd hy their education to take part in t he 
spiritual life, that e\'en they follow this practice 
wh ich owes its origin principally to spirit us l 

causes. 'fhe rich seUhi makes over, 
,(p.49.] as soon .s ids SOil "can walk, all • 

his possessions, along with his wife nnd ch ild, 
to his younger l))'ot he!', in the consciousness 

"of the wor thlessness of worldly enjoyments 
and the bli ss of world..ren uncia ttOiI. and goes 
lUI ao ascetic to the Rimf'l.laya (In. 800). 
fJ'he same thing is llnfratcd in the Yolukn 
J Ataka of the members of tt. ve!'y rich family 
(maMbhoya J.:llla J. 245). As is oatuml, itt thetJe 
circles of householders, diffl.culli l'ls ur isc in the 
way of theil· cll.lTying out their re~ol vcj the 

• relAtions who have to suO·er in con~ncEt.( 

tbt:ir supporter !;oing .a",o ~' , try to.iMuade him 
1, 



in fJve ry WAY, i\fl\n of t ill) ,TJUa kas relate the 
"OQ1lOsition betwecn the wish or the ramify heM 
~ -

to renounce t he WQl'ld nud the claims of the 
[tuqily remaining a.t r'homc,1 1'hu8, fot in· 
stance, we reM i rith~Jl"'rtdhn.nl\gara J;\t:a~a 
(II , ,139 sq,) If Once u'p0n a time, when 
Brahma(l,a l;tn. ruled ill Benal'es, t he Bodbisatta 
was re·bol'll in the fami ly of a poor galtapa,ti, 

1Vben he grew up, his (a tbcr died " od he sup. 
ported his mother by working [or a salary, His 
mother, howevc l', 'CWite agidnst his will brought. 
Cor him as his wife a girl of good family and 

[r,6&·) 
died soon aftel', Non', bis wire 
became pregnant; he, however, 

l .... 'llew not.hi ng" or her cond ition and said to 

~~----~----------------------~ 
:. or"." ;lI ncr oo .. llict I"'t .. een one'. oo .. ~ict;GlI 0' tho .. ortll'_ n_ 

or t~o world .,,01 !hd' duU.,.- to ..... d. ono'. depellrle .. t .... hlch in Onr 
vi .... mHi. ari.., whcn, on I\OOINlnt Or ~1I0 hre&d ... inllftr going ..... y, ~he 

'amlly .. t IL""'" intco ~/lrty, 110 t ...... il rou .. ,1 i uch d~tlel don't .. ~i.t 
'c~ the BnlldllllU nr 1\,.., ,~bordicaUl \.0 lobe Itrong deto;,.., !or emaocipA. 

t ion. V" ill l. ,..,Ipoet. Buddhism <'lOme. In CQQ!aet ..... th th& yle .... o! 

tho oldo. Chl',stiftn Chureh. IH\lI'OnY'III1 .... rite. .. latter \.0 HellOOo., 
u'lli ng hllll to lean hi. fandly . lId beClO .... a mnni<. " t;ven if ,""III' 

111~e nephe .. • thro~ IIi. "1''''' 1'(I101nd yo.1I' ~i<, if yOIl~ mothe.. te ... 

her h"'r .... olntll .nd I_LI her bl't!l.'l~ ... hlell .~dlod ynu, e,'en i! YOllr 

fMhu thNl .... hin'lel' "flO" the ground toer""" yOIl -- move enn tl .. 
body of YOOt IatMir, Bee with t"l'l_ eye. i.e th .. l ip or tho c....... Tn 

this cue, ortlel~y i, ll .. oll ly virtlle." " . '01'," ""YI the "'nO Hierony. 
111,,1 It, .. ,oth"", lotter, "bo .. ma.llY ftlOnh ha.ve 100t thei r .01111. 
bec: ... _ they h...J I,ilt' ror their rathor a,,<1 mother!" C/, };iC1le1l, 

O"IChle'llta nnd S'y"""" del' m'ltelell~ rl ichell \\·elt.an.clla .. ~ng, 8 tu tt. 

p rt, 1887, p. 121\. 
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her one {lay, <C My wile, ybU must see to 
it that you ciin mnin tain yourself by work, 
for I will renounce the world." "0 Lord. 
I am pro:lgnnnt; wnit till the child is bOI'D and 
you have seen it, n.nd then become ~n ascetic." 
He ' ",us pleased with th is and as soon as she 
was conlinod, he !mid. " Noll', my dcaI', as you 
are happily confined. I wilLgo into the home
less condition," " 'Vni t till the child is weall-
ed." 
time. 

And she became pregnant for the second 

"Tr I wait 
man, " I shall 

for her word," reflectc<l Ul e 
ne\'cr be able to come awa.y. 

I will 800 lind become an ascetic without say
ing a word to her." So he said nothing to her, 
got up one nigh t and fled. The city guards 
fl,rl'est~ him. " I have to support a mother," 
he cried, "let me go." In tllis way. he got bis 
I'elease and went stra igli t to the Himalaya, 
when the main gate WItS opened. R ere he li ved 
M Ii henni t, becamo possessed of supernatural 
powers and enjoyed the pleasures of meditatioll. 
If 'fhe (etters of wife and cllild , tho fett6rs or 
passion .. so (liffiou lt- 1;9 bt~ak, I Ila\"e broken," 
so he shouted triumphanUy and recited iha 
,'arses: 

"'l'he wise have !lot !lallied U.e feLie rs whfch a,. made 
of iron, wood or rOI>e, but ihe lo\'e Of~_0U8 ato ....... d 
ear.riub"ll, of wife l\nd c1.ird . 



These fetlers they have called strong, rooled to the 
ground, broad, I diflicult to 1wt>a.k; when they ha.ve broken 

these, the wige men wander, free from pllSsioll, desire and 

e.'\ rlhly happine8J!!' 

After the BOCUlisn.Ua in this way gives 
vent to his fecling~ withou t distUl'b.in g bis 
meditation, he entered the wprld of Brahma. 

Similar domestic ditHculties a potter enCQunL· 
eJ! who w~nts-to exchange hi;-profession for the 
life of au ascetic (lIT. 3fH ). It appears in all 

these "stories whel~ the question is of 
lhe retir ement. of people of n. lower 

class in to the ascetic life, that there is some irony 

( p. ~l .] 

which rests upon this, tJlat in the later Btuldhis
tic society ~ such pabbajittis, allhough no doubt 
they had the rip-ht to be initiated, were not 
considered to ilfl.V6 attained full ceticism. 
Ouly rarely in the Pali texts are llcople or"" 
10;'--;'r cnstc spokcQ. or as Ill elll~rs of t.he UtA. 
dhistic order,1 n,nd as this l'cprcsellts accOl'Cling 
to its external organisation only a deveJopmeD1& 
of prc,Duddhistic asceticism, it is JJrobable 
that even among asc~~ the lowe!' castes w!1lP 
only rcprese~ in ~c2p!ionnl ~.es. 110 dOUbt 
i ll 1ho JlI.takas we cMne across e\'er~ C.1:l9fl1as 
wbo adopt ~lle hon!.£11lss condi t. ion (IV. 392); .... 

, So/hi/no p ... ~,., ,. roc.e"; tbO' ",,,,,uing iw, the feU<I!'" ai~ comfort • 
...,. bat _~ t o loo.t>n . 

• QIa..be", Bv,wlt<t, p. ]59 . . . 


