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but it seems to me, ju<!ging trom thei" isolated 
and. low position which excludes them froln all 
,eommunion with th.e Aryall people And .. as a 
cOMOquCIlOOl of thiS; 1'l'oi'n nil part.icipation in 
spiritul\.l lire that the /letual existence of such 

. holy IU <'11 is extremely doubtflli. 
1'01' it, is in t.he s,(ll'ritualxegiou Wat we htwe 

to seek th~ oouse.r this asceticism; the practice 
of world-rcnullcialion,* 't1~6 rctirelll~llt info t.he 
homeless oendiHon is only the, outward expres
sion of t1Hl't striving Cor kuowledge nnd . 101' 
.... ncipation Wl1ich dominated large circles ot 
aooiety 01 eo stern India in Buddha's Mme. 

l'"ei ther Ute ' Iltndy of the boly 8Crj])t~I'e nor 
'pupation with !eligious things i~ general WIlS 

l"thnt lime restricted to the .learned BrahDUl.-
• • 

nal~ ; other clnsses and proress~n8 took )Ilrt 
.. (his search .r~ I· truth, in Ute solution o(,.the 
~ea questions op. metapbysios; 'aO)on~ t~ 

hQ;ve in the front line the Khattiyas . 

• 



• 

j 

CHAl"l'ER N 
'rUE- RUJJN'O CLAM .... 

It wi1~ l~wevefJ bl1 weJ) btilol'O we eXl\mine 
more closely th~ -%tElSliQn- Qr the participa.tion 
of llle klwltiyt/8 in tho .iVirilulll (lcti"itios' 01 
that time~ to make clelll' ,\"h4.)' the I;klItNY((8 1nl!l~ 
We are accustomed to identify 'the Puli cxpre.
sian COl'rt.'Sponmllg' in Sttllskl'it to the- word 

kshal1'Jj;a Wifl "warriQl.' " /,\Jld tbUIJ 
[1 •. 62-1 "'char~cterise the ~Cbll~ lrighcst 

cns~e in the Braillnanic."ll theory :\~ " warrl, .. 
casle." J[ we, however, ' frecing 
from tlte irtOU6nce of the t heory 
the d&.ta rela-tin, to the ksltaiJ'i!f'J8 contained 

• ill the epics, {hen we become aware h.t ~'1 

the 6xpressiod" _" warrior'~' 'applies only in a 
certnin sense to DIem, that wo ha\'c mthcl' 
to understand hy 'Il. k,!utlt'iy" a member of 

",hie}! inClUdes .t1~1.L his ~cat 
r.;;;J;;i".~·"assals. nl()J;Z wHh the highC:U>0r . 

~~~~' In •. 

~th.~ 
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tho Gangctic lands allli to the conquerors oC 
tho abjll'iginal peoples who in their fight. with 
foreign inn,ders llIainLai,.ned ~heil' independence. 
According to this, there belong to the klLaUi!Ja 
class tho kiuo"S.slandillg ILL the head of lhe~great 
monltl'chies of the east with their kinsmen-. . . 
the ~ulers o~ Kosala., .lfogadha, Videha .• etc.,

.furtlu.:r, tho ruling pril)ooly housek ~f the 
small hOl;<lering states . of thi:i kingdtull: HUeli 
as lhe [lUl],ily of tlu; StLhJl!l in Ka.pilamtthu., 
t.he !If',,,,,las of Kusin!ri\ and pavA, the Liooh,,"'is 
f Ves!Llt ;1()n tho..olhcr hand, the b6ldC!'s 0,( high .. 

pOlitical and mili/Jll'Y offices do not belong as 
such tb thl&. class out on ly so fiV' ll9 they 'tlre 
cOIilloctca \vith rulin~ hdUSe:s. In the til~e of. 
war, pl'obl\bly, thore foil to the kllalUyafJ who 
were also itl\'ested with Ute Ilig-best otlloes la the 
rmy, 'the chief ptlrL in .the OMIduot of the war 
Id 0 far Lhey oOI,lI~ be loeked upon tIS 

• 
.. w!l.rrior8~paJ'" :e:u:pUPm:e" j but ti would be a 

m~~ke- to supposo LiHl.t the. kAra~ 'only"'ld 
military offtoolj. or that tbe army "¥ comped 
~y of Id,aWtJtllJ• I 

, or .. ....., .. <in which ,1"o(;' l/a i. u.td If 
....... _ I 11."0 n.o(10 ~I.o {ollowlng !i,l r,... UII .Ii. .. ~. . 
JOO; llil;~.Il'JMp,112. W.tI .. t.lk ...... t ,. •• lei.,. the 1'&11 lura hue other ul'''''Pkm.: lItol. ... ( 1. JIlt-
01' }t04~4 ",..w"'8'P I . ..0.2); .... h Iho ....... 1 ...... 

( .... .,., ... 'n.I1,,~Uf'J hOlrdl,. 1Jo1~ IfIJ ~"itt 
QtlI ....... t.i><ly 'll"l>ul<1 huo ~ d~W u ... -~ 

tlMl~"~ ur r4jaji£clul vi' .. h ...... ..,no.-t I¥-f ' 



81 , 
T~Jlkltti (UJ 8rQ..: ~~tativ~ _ of ' 

political ~wer' the Mlllbolise the 
[p. t>:q - urea of a. com!!Wnity wh ich stand. 

above the family~a.bove the caste, the idea.JlAIUely 
oTthElState. \- U, however, this is sc, the question 

- naturally arises: l Are we justified in com~i~ing 
all kluLttiyaA into , 1\ unity. tp which the word 
"casto" can be '8ppliod P In no wa.y, if we take 
the word in its modern ,eosa. The conflicting' 
poliLical interests of tl"ij} different ruling families 
would alone prove!lt their union ioto aD organised 
body;) they must render absolutely illusory the 
exercise of l~l right~ by whiob offenOC!ll 
agatnst Clllte p~riptions were puniBIJed by 
6'J::commuMC!'tion front the Caste or in other 
waytl. But even flo aasl!... iu..!ho sense of ~ 
Brsbmani<S1 thea, we ca.a;pt ~rlx see in 
ths.,ikltiya ol~i't.F'l:Lli ~xts as it- lacb, :for = j7¥("' ~eotio~, the c~m~t!l~8S ef it. 
Ccrt.ia C-. O9jMICialJy, those relating 10 
ooDllllbiunt a&l tJur prohibition of al11mp\llity, 
ma, tte n~ t.-J'I!'~ ruliug families whicb 
~ ~tion f.1Dl U. rC!!t of the papula· 
'-it'" ~.custotWI-for whose .existe 
-iltt1[p.ly 'ioolp.led evidonce con be f~ 
ia .. .,,; de not ~ to mwe the au· 

.-.u1 01 .... Ibe _vance 01 .. bioII .... ....... """""*-U., .. ......... __ 
$',,~ ,.. .... ~w..bL>. Tba king 

U 
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however. according to the Brahm.niea! ]awboolcs, 
stands above e caste for- this '1'oo."I0n, that 
the preScriptions l'eh~ting to impurity do llot 
"pply to him. Probahly. t bp remai ningliOn'. 
ruling members of the ruling houses were 
mo~ . subject to rules relating to marria.ge a.nd 
prohibitio"n of impurity tha.n the king himseJf ; 
instances ':11ioh show the ~ctual occurrence 
of cases in which the trltns~rc!lsioll of caste
rules WIlS visited witb some --form or punish
ment, especially, with excol1lmun icati6 1~ £rom 
tho caste, are very rare in the Jl\takas. 

( p. M.J 

The kltalti!J(UJ of ancient times formed, in my 
opinion, like the dynastics of princes 
in othet lands, a olass by themselves, 

a c)1\SS witl! only tbis' difTerencc;that i t acquired 
in India. to a greater extent tbllll elsewhere the 
cbaracter of I~ caste or ratber .. grndually I\.cquired in 
course of time thUi charaot.cr,) Por to thc distinct 
consciousness of rank, the prominent character· 
istic of the mling class in other Jands, there- was 
joined in India the custoUll. probably haaded. 
down from UJlcient times, which m!o'<le ma.u.ge 
within the j&ii the 1'ule Mond tried to prohibft all 
impurity arising ftom l1li4-turc \'Vida the' fower 
classe!l and even contact with them. and t,ilUt 

led to R. specially shArp, cMte·like divitlion. 
We ha.ve already wentioned & tipil\capt 

inatanoe to which' further eumplei from tha 
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J6.ta.1cas can be.-joined. ~ It is naver heard that 
a Kbattiya is I\ddreesed by iliA nnme or in the 
second person by any persoll belonging to tile 
lower c]asse~. 1 't'be mother of King Udays 
whom 'the ba,;ber GttligamflJa calls by his family 
name (kulanamena, i .e., by tbe name of his f~tber 
RrAhmadatta) cries angrily. ', This fi lthy son of H. 

barbel', of low orig in (h1najacca, III. ~j,52). (orgets 
himself so much that he catls my son, loril of 
enrth , who is a /[h_aff iva by caste, Brahmndatta." 
Even witl "'am. to a Brf1hma.qa the is.4f1Jtiyu
feels his su erlOrit so mu.£!L that killg Arindam& 
calls Sonaka. the son of It 1luJ'dlilta, 3Il-Of 
low hirlh (h1najacca V. 257). Himself he calls 

ltSa17wll ill./utk ll,aUigGvfttll8e jaia, born 
{po ~.] in ·a tamily with ·an uninterrupted 

succession at pl'inces, i.e., in a family the members 
of ",hioh both on their father and their mother'8 
side were recogniSed as klu,tli!lUB The kliaUiJIGI 

a!!ached grea~ illlp~nc~ t~_urit or &food 
and did n~t cousid~1' any person who. through his 
mdther or througb lib fl\tber belonged to anotber . . 

- , •• ell In d,e epiCOl.tI;e ruyo.boldl thu ')"OufgW pc ......... or pe_ 
u, tbe .",e. COI n be addre-a "thou," but tht. ""'n mua!. &dd .... 
hi. .rrperi .... (older) Mi~h"r by fthC>Q ' aor by hi, "",,\ .... me. Mhbl! • 
.Ill ,g3·SI.>, .... alJlldn .. r .aQladhep.11l ('& ire-MUdm parinrjll!Jat. 

Of. UQJ>kl .. L...J,. l?5 uOIa • 

• r ..... Hrihmlll,l" to be called hlnaj._ UnA "'by a kiUI i. NN. 

A ,i ... n ... 1611.,. I, '~nd '" lr:.lpu(1tra, Jin_rita '17 to .. "'oil 
prof. Jacobi"", dr ....... Illy ,ltI>'Ition. artbml>;>. fa",iIi. '"' b_ 

,a.o.a" -.be .... daM 1ri~ 10 ... , pod', bdgin. flUllili_ 



C88te~ of pure blOQd, even if they looked upon 
him as of the same status all them8elves. Hence . -
also the repeatedly occurring expression used. of 
a king (1.177; IV. 42-; V.123): malu;'YJjn nuUd
pit1tau kltalU!I(J, .. 0 great king, by father and 
moth.er, a. khattiya.... ! 

If now even in our eyes, (!hc k!uutiya. of 
t1w Pali texts have '& caste-like chlll-aeter, on 
account of their consciousness of their ':. high 
status and their attaching great value t6 p~rity 
of blo&d, 'e should not be surpriselt if they 
were looked upon by the authors of the Buddhis
t ic canon 8S a. "caste." Too much influenced 
by the Brahm&nical t,hcory, toomllcb inclined by 
virtue of their being Indians to sche!!!,.a.tise, with 
the result that they mMe distinctions between 
018.118, caste, ~ common status and profession, tbey 
RaW in the Khatti¥,a. as much 8· caste as in the 
Brdhma'.l(t'. ConsequenUy, everywbete in the 
Pali texts, khaUi1/tJ8 a spake; of as a. co C8Bte .. ~ 
..ro;g with the Brllli~~,·V1.'S888 a.nd S~dda.s. 
they are men lOneaand men_cd as the Irst 
iii the caste-series."y - -

This circumstance that 1n the emmaera.
tion of the castes the Ichatti1/tU,.re 8lentNDed . . 
1In1' (III. 19; IV. 205, 303) i. nola matter of 

,/ 
• J)Igb Nlkly.11I I.U,."'" io tAe __ 01 ........ 'Iw. 

1I04oD1Il flt";11 ill .. ilh thl! fon.:."ilI«"'~ -Of tb_(fow ..... ) • 
..... th .... ..cI •. ,exfstwaI1 1O_U»5Ab ,,,,-
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seoondary imPortance .. As from Brabma.nicsl "
sources which place -tlu:, BrAbru8.1J8S always at r4 
the head I wbepever the CMtes are enumerated. kA 
not only the claim at-the Brlibma(U\S to I)e the 
best: CMi.e. but also their renr position as such 
within the specinlly Brahmanic&l culture.spbere, 
can be inferroo. 80 we have, in lny opinion, in this 

assigning of the premieJ' position to 
(p~ O6.J tlie Khattiyas a ~ction brought 

about by t.he v iew which prevaHs in the eastern 
Buddhis~c lan~s l\nd by the "balance or power 
which rules here .. .. The superi~r posiJJ.on of tb~ 

~kaUi!l.aIJ in til tern countrie~ the cor
responding dooline of Br~ influence 
~n~ elosclv6 to us itb' resistible 
~cssity when we study the p~ literature; 
~be JM~rnUhe correcJoc his 
v' w. 

[0 tae iutrodd'btion to t he Ji\takas, in the 
Nidtumkath!'l which ill n. legeadary rorm contains 
the history or BIW,4lha"irefore his Inst birth, .. 
weu..sois lira-bist.ory before the attAinment of 
his Budd" condition, it is narrated that the 
future BaddllA re~Qta in which Ct\Ste he will be 
~rn. .. The Buddb&S,'~ he ll1inks, "have 
never bees born in tbe"\Jessa or the Sudra cute, 
but ,&ay have been born in· ODe or other sf the 

• Of. W".C~,,*,4M.r-.., ... wrMlt ...... ; ....... a..o. .... 
... ,.. ' ...... 8h<d'" Vol. 10, p. 87 . 

• 
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two highest c1asse9. the KBattiya casie or the 
Bn\bmsl}l\ caste; and becausejualfWlD the Khot
liya caste iii the /,igkesl L (1. 49). I will take my 
re~irfJ1 in this caste." One should never, however, 
attach much importa nce to this sentence as well 
as tp ,the prominence given to Kltaftiya monks in 
other 1>&S8a61>C8 of the Nidi\nakathH. and in the 
oxplanation of the commentator mentioned abol'e 
(§ 10 of Chap. 2), because the NidAnakathfL,' in 
which really we see·no porLion o[ tlle JJ\takas but 
rather a t.radition independent or it and externally 

connected with it, as' well as the 
{p.67.] .. commentary is of later origin &lld 

because its author pro~bly imagines that the 
caste to whicb Buddha actually belonged is the 
highest. On the other hand, it must be admitted 
that such haughtiness as is exhibited in tbe words 
of Arindama (V. 257) already quotecl, is hardly 
thinkable it ~e KllOitiyu did not 'M II matter 

• Tbe ,.\One vi"", i. fO'ilDd II1:p!'eMOd ill .. ery lri.,i l!U' "'~ In the 

Lo-W .. Vida .... Ch. III : "The IWdhia/.tva "' .... n~"'" i'l lower 
(&Duli.. (ht ... lrul .. hD), C. '.HIiIa f .. mi}ia. or In • "mnla. of 
IIIUIIIP",.. or whoohnight. ( ... thabra), or ill. I'a);n. r.mlliet. ' 
Bath<!r he h .... p~red olllr ill two caatee (kn"~ i.. the 

Brikllltu;l ..... te .nd tile Kabatriy .... te. When the U..lhlll .......... 
held ill ~l .. t.eem" in the world be .. p~ ill Brill .... ..,. f.lllili" i 
.. h .... tb_ KIhNrlyu .tand in high ... toom, .... 1. l>onI.;n f'hatriya 

f.mill_ No .. · • ...ay., th"', 1II0..a hold tIM K .. tri1&1 in'" highelt 

~ I t1,eroefoftl. the Bodhllatt'r ... ppear;1I the Kabatrir. "...I.e • 

• 1. 117, _ pi Bnddbo bhari_t1 kh.tIi,..... ..... II· .... 
rnkkha~ridrito 't'lcui-.u. 
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of fact feel hi.mself as ~f lligher rank than the 
BrAhml\1)I\s. { This perfectly agrees with the 

~ dpscription gwen in the Digba NikA.ya of the 
interview betlveen the Brl\hmal)a Pokkha rasMi 
and tbe Kosala. King Pasenadi: "'Cbe latter "
so it is said (IlL 2'6)- " never allows. the 
Brn.bma1J.!\ who is a dependant of his to sec his 
race; even when he consu lts him he speaks to 
him through a curtain.") This is further in 
agreement with tho compl~int of the Brl\hmat;tR. 
Ambatt.ha regarfting the conduct of the haughty 
SA.kyas. I

' 'l'he complaint is ns follows: He 
came one day to Kapim.vatthu and en tered the 
ball of the SA.kyas where they were seated upon 

~' high chairs. At his entrance" he was pusbed 
back with the finger ~ amidst a loud outburst of • 
laughter, and indeed they made merry at his 
tlxpcnse and nobody, askod him to take his seaf. 

This acooun~ borr:owed from tho incidents of 
everydlty life, too circumstantial to llC considered 
a. purely fictitiQuS exa.mple, a.n evidence of the 
haughtinCII of the members of the ruling 

• 
, E'·en...,lt.t .... atTat. tlli' ]IIa"Bhtineu of the SOt, .. , tbua 

(I,. 811) : A1t1yl "'ma mln_Jk.tkl mlaaU.haddhi\ ; IV. 146 : ;mo 8atyi 
~ ..a"", jlU", 0"""_ &tim .... illo: 

• The" Plilfing wi" the finger ~ (ail4rlltil .. todatr..) relat.el f.O the 

<l6e.uoe ....... ill ,..dmt......... l'aLimnkkb. · Pf,dttip 6f. Are. '" the 

Ulllall&&;OQ gi ..... .i .. 8ut~"bh&tlp ;~ ~I;I'" iu tbi', tilt, e .... ..,._o 
touche. the body of el·e,y""o," in ord.- to mlb him laugh. Of. 
Vi ... ,.. J"ita,b eeL by U. OWnbartr. VQI.a, Po M I Vol., p. no ... 

• 
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class in their dealings wit.h the Brlibm~as. 

900ms to me of no less weight than the later, 
(Ill. 1.24) more thcoretica\i!J iscussions between 
Buddha. and Ambattha. relating to the question 
whether a. son born of the union of l\ Khattiye.'8, 
s a llrAhmaJ}.t\ girl was legitimate or ngt. 

(p. GIl.} 
The o~i\ltma must acceJ!L 
the answer that a son born of such 

a mixed marriage would t llis seat and water 
amo'iigt.he Bn\hmauas that he would Mrlicip~ 
in die sacrifices and in tbuneaJsrthat-beTwould 
b;-instruct8d and that J!!t_ could_many. t air 
W(mlell. bl!!' tbaJ...Q!!.. the other Mud. tbe.Kll(UUy<a " 
\¥auld nev81'1.a.ke him up into tbcir-caste. For 
o~ mother's sme, he is not of equal rank with "
them. Similari:t,. should the t,wo <l8stes look 
upon a son born of the union of a Brtthmsl}.8.'s 
so~ and a Khuttiya's daughter; hel"Et" also the 
Brl'l.hmnl)ILS should look upon him as of equal 
rank, while the KhatfilYMI cannot regard him as 
their equal, on account of his not being of the 
same rank on his father's side. Even this 
Ambattb'a has to admit that the Btihmal)8S, 
when they bave driven one o[ their members 
for any caU!;6 out or.Jl~ kingdom ar town and 
disgmced him, oonnot take him back into their 
800icty but can sarely all .... a Kbattip.excom. 
municated from hie caste to participate in meal&. 
in aaorifice and'in iD8tructic)J~.nd even w...", 



89 

amongst them. (Consaq~lenUy, 0 AmbattM .. .. 
.-cries out Buddba at the end of the (l isoour8C, 

.... .. e~en when a. Khattiya lulS fallen into tbe 
lowest depths, he is still the best and the 
BrAhmaJ:Uls l\ttl (in comparison with him) 10w/ ' 
and add8 the verso which decurs repeatedly . in 
Buddhistic Suttas : "1lhc KILUtt~yd is conSic!ered{ 
the highest by men who attach value to family" 
(KhatUyasettho jan!:} tasmii"!l yo gottapatisArino). 

One cannot belp notieing. while reading this 
paragraph, the inftuence df a subjective bias 
on the pal't of the Buddhistic author; it is not 

• to be supposed that orthodox Drll.bmal}a8, proud 
)of their coste, recognised evell in Buddhistic 

.... lands a Khaltiyu. excommunicated from, and 
despised by his Cil.ste I\ S a BriLbmal).a and treated 
him as such; such cases ma.y ·occasionally have 
taken plnce; in it.s general rorm, Amoottha.'s 
admi;,~ion does not S~pl ffJ me at all n.coeptable. 

But even when vie ascrihe a. great portion of 
the pee-eminence of the Khattiyas appearing in 

tbe Pali texts to the monks who were 
{p.69.} ill-'disposeil. towards Brabmani&m, 

there remains enough ground for supposing an 
~ aotU&l8u~rity of ,tbe ruling clasa.' And this 

, ow- .zplailll u.-.' Q/ ,tA. &,.( A.u.!;c &¥w, I .... 
p. MI) 1M ..... ..u-M IIf tllo Kh.l.ttiy. --" 111 ~be l'I~ by..,.... 
tW ~j\ ..... lho 014 IoPdit;o. .. biuh r-eprwun\A tb. or/ci ... l--.p· 

~ • .,-. to ~ '"'" .... 1,.. ..... de,. uoh IInf WIl..-
111 
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superiori ty of the Khutfiyas " j)pears not on ly in 
the social doma in which wlis assured to them 
through their material power itBelf; just in 
the spiritual region, t he ]Jrllcely families of 
the East [ought Cor supl'emacy \vith Brfthma1).as 
engaged in the ceremonial of the sacrifioo 
as well as with grossly . worldly Brtihmat:Uls. 

( " 'e noad not confine ourS6h'es to Buddhistic 
literature to prove this; it is a known Cact that 

"" in the Upanishads kings appear very often as 
teachers of Brl'l.hmal)a.s, l ) This circumstance 
makes the supposition wetl · .... I,ounded that the 
doop though~ of the Upanishad doctrine which 

... preme poI:it.io.n i., lnlli .. " lIOCieLy " and !.l,u IL reprolGnl~ too lanai"\... 

Lion period ill ... hioh tLe Braluruonical cl~m to prc'Qb1,n811001, a ltllough 

.dva.:aoed ",jtb gmoot &rTOgIi.llce, ...... not uninr.Uy 1'IK'Og"~. at. 1....t 
not f!"Om tbe ~;de of the Khalliy... H tb;' i. true, th .... the Brf.hnl&l;p:l. 

tcIte wbich waeri th" .",Nlriority "r tbe p,..; ... lJy " I .......... n ludl .. 

p"tabl, fact ' ''I'rI*lut .. I&t.cr .tage or 81'Ohl ti"" or Indian oulture, wlliob 

.. "mptk>G ... ilt not, bo ... ,Yet, do •• Tbe dilfcreuoo bet ... een th. acood~t 
;B the Pal; teJ:Ui and that;n tbe n,..II",.,';0II1 on ... I;'" ",,11.1y in the 

fCIII 1.>001&1101 of po ...... whicb \a th ....... t ...... never 1111 th .. ,id .. IIf the 
pri",tly cl ... and .-tly in the IUbjectiYC bUI. of ~. 8"ddhi.w, 

luthonl, on tb. one h .. "d wl>o OPpoM B,..blllalliljln IlDd tut of the 
B .... h"' ........ OIl the other, wh(1" wGt'lblp their celIe inordinately 

, OeD_D, 811.kI~ .u.. 1'~~I/I, Lp •. 1883, P. 18 , u ~D"'t>rOU ,lIdi. 
oatiou poillt to th;" that tlu, proper gurdiau, of thill thought-"" 

!lOCo o,..;gi_l,. eo milch the priNtl)' .cluI9 who wue oon*t will> ~ 
OI!I"C",,,,,ial ... the KIo4U;W".~ oyet ...,d ""er·~I1, .... e mellt ill t.be ( 

UpouIilhrodl with the li tn,tloD tblt tile IJribmlQ& ... te for ~'OU 

hm the K,Jw,v.", whieb the I.tkl. , alwr all n.anoer of "'OeII_ 

e*' tbo impn!priety of lIGch ·. ~ure, giVOI him." C/. alto 

u.. -1 of O ... be., 0;. 1V,"""i! d .. Bfcrll_IIu C>l"4r.u. K.wg .... ' 
fa" Nordoaad e6a,~ 1896. 
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. culminated in the identity of the A tman, the 
AU·One, with one's own self did 00(11" 

.. [ po OO.J proceel from Brahmanical circles ' ~l 
but that we ba\'1'l to look Cor the intellectual L 
originators of this dC1Ctrine in the ranks of the"';"" 
KlutUiya8. To them also' rell not a small share 
in the Curther development ~ of the ideas 
contained in tho Up1\nishads, in the building up 
of the doctrine of Lhe migration of souls and 
emancipation, and J lfter the ground had been 
prepared, througb.a growiJlg influence of j>eSSi
mistic views, [or a doctrine of salvation which 
showed the way o~t of the painful circles of the 
migration of souls, it was reserved for a 

)Khnttiya to sho,,; this path, namely, Gotama of 
tho family of the Sfikyns of KapilavaUhu. 

Moreover, we can strengthen the propo
sition that t~lere feJl to the ruling class an 
essential portion of the dut)!· of solving' the \,..; 
problems which ugitl\tod all minds before and in 
Buddha's time 11Y t,he p~f-without th is it 
wOllld probably have ollly nn aerial foundation 
-that, according to the accounts or the Jl\talms, 
the Khattiya of the eastern il\Jlds enjoyed a 

) spiritual oulture similar to that of the Brahmal}l'. 
r It ilttrue thl\t, in accordance with the law books 

even in the distinctly Brt..bmnnical l lands,· the 

, O.ti&JU XI. 8; lllUllI VlI .... .. ~ 
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three Vedas were pl'escHbed for the king; as a 
matter of fact, however, thi prescription , as , 
the epics show, wus pure1y theoretical; the .. 
knowledge of tbe Veda. which is demanded of 
a prince, relates evidently to the dhatlllrr;eda, 
"tbe Veda of the bow," archery, the science 
of' 'war. \. On the other hand, (there occur 
various passages in the J lHakas wbich leave 
no room for doubl that the sons of princes 
had to devote, like the Br~hma\la youths, n. I certain time of their life to religious studies. In 
the Gflmal).ical)<la J tI,taka the king himself gives 
the prince instl'llCtioll for 1I('\'6n yea~ in the 

." throe Vedas and in all w?rlcUy duties ( lago TJede 

saM an ca loke kaltabbam. II. 297). Generally. 
the prince is scnt to a Bn'\hmalJ!\ and is laught 
by him. The Vedas are not always mentioned 

distinctly as the subject of the 
• 

studies to which the Brl\hmar:ta (p. 61.] 

iouoduces tho young prinoeH; whnt is said, 
00 the contrary, most generally is that the 
prince learnt the sciences (8ippulIi II. 2) or 
.. the science" (8iplmm. II. 278). Other 
passages make it appear probable that in this 
concept of .ippa the three. Vedas are includ~ 
ThU8 we read in the Dbonasl\kba JA.tab.: 
U Princes and BrtbmaQ8. youths from all parts 

• 0/. Hop'kia., I. 0.. P. 108 Iq. 



of Judialesl'nt the science from him (kltattiytt
matlatJa en hrahmaJ.wma~,ar;a eu lau' etla lIuntike 
nppam uggalll,im8u. Ill. 158), Even the son 
of the King of Bcnares Ie/nut the Vedas from 
him," Simi larly, it is said in the 'fhuS8. Ja.takA.: 
'~The Bodhisatta was 'a world-renowned tep-cher 
in TakkasiliL and instructed t~any prin~s and 
young Bri\hmsl)!L8 IQ the science (bahQ 
rajakuml\re ca. brahmanakumtLl'e ell. sippalfl 
vl\cesi. Ill, 122} Even the son or tbe King of 
Benates went to him at the age of sixteen and 
learn t the three Veda!~ fi nd all the sciences" 
(tayotJede 8(1bbasi]1palli ea). So Also in the 
Dummedha JfLtaka, mention is made at first of 
the inshuotion of e-ixt een-year-old princes in 
general (soJasasassapadesiko hutvA. TllkkasiH\yal!l 
sipparp ugganhitvli, I, 259), I\nd then there 
a.re" mentioned iJ;l detail, as subje.cts of study, 
the three Vedas and eighteen branches of 
knowledge I (titlt/Q"~ 'Ced61l(ml pd1'om !1.MdfJa 
aUhara8a1watp -"ijjatOu$116,lUm. 1lippTudlim 
pdp!mi), 'Ve shall h&','e therefore to under. 
stand by mGtl.le,· whic.h the Brahmfu)I\ learnt 

, On tbe jlll/o""""'" .. iii .. {/Io,b4 ... , _ d,o re ...... k "" tt,. d~.1ofo 
ool>Cemillg the at .. dy of lb"lrB .... bm.(I •• in tbe e;lfh~h chapter • 

• h, 'hiJ. len. the e:lPftMion. ",jI.'" -"lid olhHl UI! ued ill tOe 
TIUi .. Uteh, _here i~ i ... id jlf 11,. putridgl thai. n 1_--. _bile 

thoo r.clIer IHIIb" bill'Upil. lha _"I, "lid t ..... t ;0 th ....... 1 it -.. 
IoU • .,. Vcdaa (kariy_ ....... AII...,. 1;11&0'" deeoau. lont'" 
pi .... ..,Vbi. III 1187.) • 



in T&kkasilA and which he then, himself It 

world·renowned teacher, introduces to the 
young princes and BrA.hma1)as in Benares, very 
prohably the Vedic hymns. 

rrhe following point also ] might make 
good .. . aud that is, that(the young KI,attiyfU did 
not simply outwardly pursue the study of the 

( p. 62.] 
Vedas, \\'hich, according to the law
hooks, is a duty binding upon aU the 

~ "twice-born." In all places where the question 
is of the education of the KltatUyas, the 
age a.t which tbe youth leaves his paternal 
home and goes to his teacber is universally 
give!? as the sixteenth year of life)<1. 259, 
262, 273; II. 2, 67, 277;· III. 122). . II 
the young prince had up to then been i9Structed 
in his rather's house in the elementary sciences 
tt.nd physical exercise, there followed, on the 
aUainment of maturity, the higher spiritual 
culture, the rcligious study.1 When it is ox
plained in the G~ma~icanda JMak.' (II. 297) that 
a. prince who has been instructed by his father for 
seven years in tbe three Vedas, is only seven 

I ID oontnllt ,,;th thia, !.he f .. lflkn""t of the dll~1 0 ' It!ldying the 
Veda i, looked Ppotl i"lhe opiCl .... purol; 6.dAlmlll 'orm.. The eriP_ 
oatioa of lhe )"0111'1 IIOOle.eemt h_ to eud. ... Ith the u""l.&eII.th ,. 
aDd ill .. D1 -. i~ i, iDooIIOlli ~ .. ble ho ..... boy .. t Ihil IlIrO oot 0111, 
....a-t perleoUoD ;n the ..... of IU"mI but .. 18o 'orii~ .11 ..,I ..,ory . 

....nh!.he oollecticm of bym". of OIIe of tile three V--. . 0/. HoJkI-. 
1, pace loe.q. 
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years old at the time of his father's death , we 
have to do with A marvellous child, a true princo' 
of fiction,' whilst the remaining pa.ssa.ges give 
us throughout the impression of a plain 
narrative. , 

(,As the place where the roung princes go'
for their studies, '!'akkasilA is invariably men- 'oJ 

tioned., \ 'l 'he town, in Sanskri t 'f aksha.sili\, lies 
in GandhAra land, in north·wes t India, and 
thus, far from the centres of Buddhistic culture. 
It seems clear that at the time to which our 
source refers this ~kkasilA was the centre 
of· the spiritual life of India, a high achool 
of Bra.hman~m. ~grcater in importMoe than 
even Benares, for it is repeatedly mentioned 
that the kings of Ktlsi send their sons to tbe 
dis~nt 'fakkasiIA for study. It sounds improb

[po 63.] 
able wben we read of sucb journeys 
of young princes mentioned. at the 

root of the page' (II. 277). and we are 

• , Probably, th~ 1 ........... w1"I"""' ... i, to be plaood in th~ .. _ 

... teg<ll")', of ".hom it i, .. ia (IV. 379) that be .... taughtb,. Brill ...... , .. 

th~ throo Ved .. from Il ia 1IIl"~lItI. Or eighth YO&r. 
, All th .. t tbe king Si_ 1IIi • ..-btoell.,.eu-old 1011 i, .. pait nI. 

118.U .... 1, wi", ,implo 101M,. ,utI,hade made oflea .. e. .... d I,OOOkahll*{lu, 

""","ipmo"t "'pieb ea,nllot ~ called e.>:t ..... ..,.nt, whe .. w~ learn that 
til .. money i. "ot l or t-rdiOlJ elp8n_ bllt h .. to be balldtd 0..., 

u."toliwed to t.lIoI teacaar " 'bn ub: the ".w-com .... abollt t be houorari li'" 
(~y.bi.&p.) ..n.. ~ b .. loanll hi, poal~ioll .... d larl.Hy ( 11. m .... 

0/. v. i'67) 
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incHned to ascribe their origin to the imagi
nation of the narrator who knew the town 
probably only by n me. SUlI one should 
coDsider that even in other Pali texts, -Tak'kasilA. 
is mentionoo as a grea.t seat of learning and 
tba 'destination of youths with a thirst for 
kno\\\Jodse. T6us, we hjwe U31uwogga. VIiI. 
1.6, wbere. it is explained tha.t in TakkasilA a. 
world.reno'"noo physician li"ed ..... to whom the 
young Ji,"aktL well t from Ui\jag/l.ha. in order to 
learn bill art. Il seems"to me therefore that 
there is no teaso'n' to compel 1.L'J to mistrust t he 

OMft ill . which tbe na.rrl\tor prai8el the 
agogie 'l'isdom of lhe kLngs of n.ncicnt iimcs: 

U They.--scnt "--so i t js said in 'l'ilrunu~hi Jll.taka. 
(II. t77 )--" their sons, although in their own 
city there li ved a world-renow.Jled t~ber. t.o a 
gre.t distanco over the borders of t he kingdom 
for la lPDing the sciences, and they thought, in 
this way. their pride find haughtiness .... be 
broken, they will learn k! bear heat and 
cold and learn a lso the WAyS of tlIe world." 

• 

• 



• 

• I 

CHAPTER V I 

THE HEAD OP TIJE STATE 
• 

• 

If our proposlttdn is r ight. that by ,the 
KIlaitiya, of the Pali texts only the ruling . 
families and. not a 'nobility in possess'ion Or land 
and important' mili tary or political .oqicel1 .. are 
to be understood, It i~ clcar · tbat tbis class is 
only represented by its principal ..r·epresentative. 

[po (W..] 
the' rajan. ,AplH't from the mention 
of KhaUiy •• in general, very little iI 

said of the rest o{ the members of the ruling 
.;' class; only,· the viceroy, t,he "pardja1l, [L})j>car8 

occasionalfy by t he side of.. the kin g, whilst this 
latter 'stands ~ the J .. Ataka-onc would like to 
say everywhere-in the cent.re of action.' 

crhe king is the hil!ld o[ men" (raj!\' mukhatp 
mBou"na.f!l)..Ltbis oft-recurring ex})ression in 
the PaJi'tcxts (Butta Ni]luta. p. 107 ; Afah'!\mgga 
VI. 35. 8), the counter-statement in .. relation 
to the Brahmanica:1 doctl'.illc, .. 'll.Je lirillimal)6 
is tbe, !lead of all this .. (S:~ta patha ~rt\Jlmal)& 
Ill. 9. l,14}-finds, as it were, ·an illustration 

. -• 
, TbH lb. l.uno""n"" h .. iu Origill .el, in Ihe pn.! .... n';nenl 

.....u.l poIIftIon .. ,Iato k;~, a.nnot -.in11 be mlli"t.ail\etI: Ua .. i. 

putl, ..,1&iJMd b, t (act I""t , ..... Ior, " u,,~ king" i • • • peoi&n, 

,. ... otI ... ~ • 
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in the Jt\takas. Th fabulous pomp with which 
we think the royal court of an Oriental despot 
fp be lurrounded. ,covers also here the king ..... 
"After his entry into the city"-so the Paifcagaru 
JA.ta.kfI. (I . 470) describes the royal entry of a. 
pr)I?ce-" he went to tbe lpaciaus hall 9f the 
palace and took his seat in godly pomp upon ' 
a throne ornamented ,'\\'~th precious stones, over 
which tGc white umllrella was spread; surround. 
ing him, there stood, adorned with all t~eir 

ornaments, the ministers, the BriUtmtll:tas: the 
Galw.p(tti etc., alHI tIle ;p-incesses. whilst sixteen 
thousand dancing gifls skilled in daDcing, sing· 
ing and music, sang and playea, so that the
palace resol1nded like an ocean with the foar 
of which was mixed the noise of thunc1er . • 

Corresponding to this magnificent exterior, 
there was not, as in the Indial} courts of to·da.y, 
an inner wsot of . powcr; the rdjan of that time 

" is not only .. the magnificent, shining in royal 
pomp," he is, 8.8 his· name signifies, in the first 

~ 

pla.ce,' •• the' ruling ooe." Tbe 
Brahmanical M.tborities, 110 doubt, (p.66.] 

especially, the lawbooks, 880 in the king in 



seversl ways only "an llJ!pendage of the pries~ 
I according to these t he . king is only there to-
8up~ly the BrlihmaQAS with . what jhey require.' 
It is different with the' J lI.ta.kas. Of a gene!"sl \ 
control of tho priestly caste over the administra
tion, no traces are, in my qpinion, to be fo~ 
here or in other Pali li terature.) Where' we 
meet with instances of " predominant influence 
on ·the .,part of the B~aTllnaf.llls, the .reason is to 
be sought in the individual circlimstanoes of the 
king and bis spiritual advisers, especi~lly, tbe 
royal hOGse~pricst. tho miAita. 

In eDentl, th sition of Lbe-King in 
tho J b.4t,kas itt the same as that in the ~r 

por Ions· of anci~nt Indian ..epics, unaffected 
by prieifly -organisation. Re.re...as there tbo 
political and miljt-a.ry. pdWet, rest's with the' king 
who is a.nytbi llg but a 1.001 in the hands or 
the priestsf Cor ibe" llower ... of t he laUer il5 
here alIo purely personal. The BrftblPa~ 
are dependent upon the king, from him they 

• • 
~" ~ot"'" .. iob, orilJi~', "dimetor, guide." Tile m_lq 
".lthle" fl'OQl Skr. rij ..,ml ..... ";'"e dnvllop06 .. .. ~ plte_ 
menOill. U &bY"""", the (II"OpG@'lionenlll.cialed by ~ O1n1.is (n.... 
&/inft,., Lelpsllf 18116. V_ I, p. G:i)-Rajl .. dnAotA, '"Ieoordi., to'" 
dcrivatiOll.. ~11IItia", . _.h'nN: that .aJoh .~1 ~ 
sn8"thI •• ~ _ ute""" and .nrerllni.l n __ .... obe'tl!ollieb .... 

!flit. ~ WJ' t IM4 CliIlly th<l ~OII 01 royal po .... , "--................. . -
"!t !-~ n. 
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receive their property in the ~hape of cattle 
anlJ. land which serves only to raiso parti
cular individuals to disti nction but not the 
whole caste. L 

Just as 
, 

in t he epic, through the varnish 
wh ich the priestly aubbors give to 

[p. OO.] tho original j>icture and by which 
they soften dOWI}"i colour, the picturQ of the 
old unrestrained king appears who lets himself 
be guiileP. py nothing except his owp, often 
extremely Selfish desi res, so ~'rS& lhc king shows 
a double face in (be J b.takas which js to' "oo 
traced to the Buddhistic account of tho original 
legends. To some extent he assumes tbe vi rtues 
oft!. pious Il,lJ'man obeyitlg tl}.e moraU.",. The 
ten duties of tbe~iug (d8.sacl\.j¥ hamme) mention
ed in dilIctcnl ways (III. 274, 3!O) '8..l:.6 nothing 
else than prescl"ipt ions of the general ~ltddbislic 

r • 
, Boo Uopldu I. II. p. 7%. Tho iIIt.er pliOlitly lulbor oe the .. pill 

rGl're.lnlol n&ltInllly 60he .. Win IHlnrwlI U ... kin, ...,t U. pne.t 
di!'lIrel1tly. A~!. 110 hi"" their ~hip i. (III, 01 .... t ..... 
donpendo,",,- When moreover, RorUotI <(II. 1(11) qlloOWa M.h'bhi.n.t& 
v . 31.61~ ... a prpof ot tbi& wbore the power 01 tile .injf i. I'U. 

1'''-''€ot1 _ he.told and WI ebifll .lnIDgt~ If'fDIiIJn hit: w;.lom'" 

where it il r~rtb(lJ' Aid : And tlU. ,iidOl" ;. "'. board of i he pn.t.: it 
;'1.0 btl remembered lha ClIIO,~nDOi ~ .. ~ ia \hll origin.,] _ ree. 
W. moot "it.b eu.ctl' .... IIMM& wordr,1 .. u.. ~(V. 120), wbere lUl 
.xilb.ry m .... iug .. bi~b mighl ... tOl'" to ~ poaldott of ... 

~ .. r,dvi8or of t.h6 killg, iJ iuamiDlWa. Tho ...... .. -~ • 

,-..erbial, ...... hero OUlnIlil (IIII'b 01 u.. ......... ..... t ~ 
... do aou .hoc. with phyail*1 1IlrMi6.... ~ .. . 

.. -



101 

morality appliCable to 1\11 lay disciples :- \.....-

(!l\'i ng alms, a moml COllrse ot life, sacrifice. truthful
n6!l8, mildness. sel f-denial, forgi\'cnCSl>, not to CAlise allY 
pain to an body, l)8.ticnce, a yicla'ing disposition. - ' -~ 

If the king tollows these p;escriptions 
'. , 

as a rule 'Of c(;mduct, tI-lfS necessarily takes 
much from bis oharacter as an absdrute despot. 
As a matt-er of fact, with the g radual spread of 
Buddhism, the teachings of Buddha came to be <! • not without influence upon the Mnduct of kings: 
C~ndrl\gupta's grandson Asoka who ruled in the 
third century B. C., .. the god-beloved king 
Piyadasi," as he calls himself in his stone 

» edictB, hows himself here as a ruler who in 
several respects CO)Jles close to the ideal pidure 
giv~n in the JAt~~ 

This i(tcal of a virtuous Buddhistic lay
man, the king in the 0.1d stories ddes not always 
fullow., Very often· we see in him an UUTe&- , 

trained tyrant guided by his own whims and 
caprices, " who pp]J(0SS6~ and putt' dOwn his sub· 

Ijects by punishments, ta.xes torture a.nd robbery, 
&& olle pounru. fIU.8Ior in a sugar mill, who· is !\8 

odioUs to Utem as '" particle of 
[ p.67.J .i"in ·the eye; 88 3 partiole at 

sa.nd in the.rice or as • thorn that has pierced 
Ilw band" (ll. 'ftO). To the vqluos me ... 
Iiy. uDder~' 01 t"" idealioed 
...,. __ .Iud In oppoei\io>II as _1 v-.; 
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these form, us it werl), It legend on t~e reverse 
~e. of the coin, th~sWe which depicts the true 
picture or thQ.,. Jdng-drunkenness and cruelty 
(i~ the KhantivMi Jl1taka, lI. 3919; in t bt> Culla
dbammapMa J l1tnka, III. 178 sq.), corruptibili ty 
(iu the llharu JAtaka, II. 169 sq.), ulltrllth(uJ· 
ness and unrighteousness (in the Cetiya JMaka, 

~ (III. ~4 sq.) . Neither obedi~nce to the written 
e\. laws,l nor to the customs that, have "become law 

through tradition. seems to have prevented the 
king [rom realizing his whims and desires. Only 
the virtuousness of his counsellors in spiritual 
and. worldly mnUcrs (atthadham~{\nuSl\saka 

amacca), wl!ose spiritual superiority . sometimes 
(as in the Kukku JM-aka, III. 317 sq.) triumphs 
over tho weaknesses of the ruler, might be in a 
position to curb his arhitI:ariness and tyranny. 
Wbere this opposite force was absent and the 

• 
, Written I .... ~", rnO'lltioned ottcu. ill 1$0 Jila;k... III tbo TnIXIil • 

.Jlt..1u. 1he lIodh iea.u& .ftoer 1he .. de-UI of 1100:0. killg of Bell ..... OIW_ 

.. book tQ .... 'l'rilwn" ,>I". the rigbt doel"ion" ~ .. llriooh.:ro IIOt!.h • .., 
I;kloipohl n . 200) .lId oIbllrUI 1m! people to _ t hi" book '0<' Ihe 

dllOiidoa of .... IlIili. In U •• TAaImQ. Jttab. lbo ",ish IIIUO 

the IlI(lOOIaioa <loyol .. o "1'''1> tbo ,....41>al~_ gr.._ "I' I.¥' -"'r.1 411"111 • 
....... tho " dootrillo "f tno1bfnll,_" to bo ~n on .. gold tablet 

'_jnloohatadh.ml'D"rp nn>;lttal'''~'''' IIkhltsetva V. 1215) .. lid onIeno tbe 

pI(lpl. to 10.'''' tboeir ~",'.. in .&::or4a,uce .iU. it . It .... 1 
remalo • di.p~ qnOllioo .. hc'her .... e call ""- from thi. me"1"'" 
ot .. ,-",,,_" .... d .. I .... tabilltl " 10 tbo Uta~ •• I.ho oQat.enDo 01 

wrbioo "WI ill Wofll .... pro.Dpddhlati" t.i.meI, -.. of tb_ ........ 

....... 1 """'01* Yo til" ~rpaIe Gt<UU.'\ipr ud "'* ...... ~ 

.. w. .. dltiooa. 
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ministers Ql' the l)1trokija only helped to Ciarry 
out the desires of their. ruler, there orten :~ 
circumstances which forced U}6f" people to take 
recourse to the only method ava.ilable, namely, 
force, open r ebellion. In . the Padakusala: 
njf\z)aT.a ifltaka (Ut. 501' S(I') there is probaJlly 8 

serJ11 of Wstor\'; in spit~ of its legend. 
[p.us.] , bO ' h th o,ry gar 1\ ma.y ave preserved e 

memory ot.a.ctual (acts. It is there narrated bow 
a young B~hliffL~ ,..after he bas discovered 
by ma.gic the treasures stolcn and concealed by 
the king and hi~ p"1'oitita calls the king a thief 
in the presence of the Msembled people aMid cries 
out: 

.. May the householders Q,nd citizens as
semMed here listen to me! What should be 
wa.ter is 6re, where safety is expected, from 
there COlDes danger. 

The king plwldcrs the land as also the \ \, 
Brlihma.Q.&, the purohitf.J.. . Be ou your guard; \ 
trom your pret.()Ctor is your evil generated." 

The eeople Ul}derst-an<i
4 

that t hts king who 
sholltd p~t the..-..:is himself a thief Rnd in 
order to t~ the' Mame from ott hi.s sholllden. 
blt8 hidden the treaaure a'bd tries to discover 
the tbief; they determine to kill ths. bad king 
so that be . may "ot plunder them Any more. 
With. sticki and ba.1lImel'8 they go..out and' beat 
the kina- Clod ~ puroh1\l till the, are dead. 
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• 
The youn~ llrAhmtlQ,a is ' elected king and placed 
in power. 

Another example of such a violent, removal 

~
ot the unrighteous king is found in thl! SaCC3Ql- ' 

ira JA.tah (I. 326). Here also the king..is 
anl'en out of the town by the enraged Khattiyas, 

. Brt..hmat;tM and other citizens and in his place 
n. l'tihu13JJ,a i!j ita stalled king. 

Whether iQ this ,arbitrary, c&.pricious and 
vieious despot or the Jl\tnkas we htlove to look 
for the true picture of the rujatl of the older 
ijuddhistic age, cannot be determined with 
oJrtainty. Individua1 dispositions for giving 
clie ruler wtiimited power, now exclusively for 
his own end~, now for the good of bis subjecu 
como as much into vie\v-though it should not 
be. fOl'gotten that we hav6 to do not only in 
the literature but also in the history of India 
more with types than with individutlols-as 
the attempt of the na.rrator. to give tbe hoary 
legeodi!l as much an antiquated- and primitive 
civuacter • as possible.· In Bny caSe, this very 
litLle fl&ttering pjcture 0 '[ the rajlfli>- seems to me 
to co~c nearer the truth than the portrait of 

, the ruler 8.lI 8k6tobed ip otbe1' plaoos 
[p. 09.) and idealised under &;he inftuen. 0) 

Buddhistic morality. 
The already-mentioned ten duties or tbfl ki!l5' 

give us, little as they OODw., a tJWI picture 
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of the king, no idea of the usscllce.Q[ the kill.~ly 

powel', of the ob ligations or functions of tho 
"djal', because thcy, as a lready said , contain 
universal prescriptions of morals fl pplicable to the 
whole Buddhistic lai ty. Vrom these Dasardja
dlwmme t he special ob ligations of t he k,it1g 
demanded by his posi tion as ruler are essentially 
di ffero nL; t he t radit ional dut ies of hie l'uler to 
which Lh e kings of the J utnkus al!O are subject, 1\::='
consist noove all in the prbtection of the I 
subject,s from external and interual enemies 
and the safety of their person and property, as 
assured by puf1isbmell t of a ll violation of tbese. 

F requent wars SOOm , c"cn in the period 
, descri bed in the J illakas, to ghe the king an 

opportunity to exercise his duty lUI protc~tor 

of the pcoplc, It is true he is no moro 
the robber nnd plunderer, as the oldest lU)ic 
narrative depicts,' who earns his livelibood by 
plundering oxpedit ions; he lives no more per- \ 
manently in the borders of his land , always 
ready to fa ll upon his neigbbour, but liv'i:ls witb 
his court in It.. rorW}od t own in the centre of his 
territory sUllported by reg,U'lar taxes from the 

,people. 'fba people li\'6 in peace in tbei!! new 
r residenees and have the [rontiers strongly pro-

tected; .gradually, wilb growing civilization 

• C/. Uopld ... , I. c., p. 7(1. 
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thtlre come other interests i llto the foreground as 
the king-'s cares: the land j;; made fertile, ciliel\. 
are huilt, trade and comllle!'cc flourish. ' 
Ne"crthelc~, t h e l'C IS 110 lack of warlike 
exped itions wldeh ai'll callsed partly by the 
IjlUurcls or tlw Ileighbouring kingdoms-as 
between K osala and Ki\si (1. 262,' 409)- bul 
mostly by th~ rebellions of the intermediate 
bordering tribes. or such insurrections we rend 
Vtlr y often (1. '~~H ; II. 74); the aborigim~l 

tribes dri\'cn int.o the mountains and probably 

[ I'. 70] 

subjugated only in name, gave the Aryan 
in " twers surely much to do. Not 
alway~ the troops stationed in the 

[routiers (paccanlc lhitayod h ~ ) urc sufficient. to'" 
quell the I'chellion. AHor tightiug sc\'cral battles 
wit.h the rebels, as nal'ratcd in tbe Ba,ndhana
mokkha J-fl laka (who are c.'dled C01·a robbers), 
they send information to lhe kin g' that they 
cannot carryon the war. '1'hcl1 the king' col
lects an army (baiak£l.yul'[1 sap)haritvi\., I : ,1,37 ) 
and 'takes the field. 

I n time of peace the principal work of 
the king seems to he to take J>Ul't in the 
administration of justioo; and indeed, from ou.t 
te c: we get the info)'mation that this partici-( 
pa "t 'as no merely formal maUer. ,Vhcn in 

Jovftda J u.taka it is said of the kins, 
.. Be b"ave decisions in law-suits" (t:iniccha!/om 

• 
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. anu~a8i. II. 2), it is clea ..J y meant that Lh~al 

administl'ation of law rested wikh the kjng, that 
. ... Lhe final decision in law-suits as well as the final 

word regardi!!o the punishme~t for hreakin g t he 
law remained wilh him. " "ith thi!; there agrees 
what we learn from Pali texts about the manner 
of ad min istering justice. According to the 
account given in the commentary on the ?lJabu... 
pal'i nibbitlltt Suttl\. concerning the administra
tion of justice in · Vesu.li , the chief town of 
the J..icc havis, the process of Illw from the 
institution of a suit to its final decision was a 
eonsidcrably com plicated alTai )',' But here a lso 

" 'Tile ",,,""ing of lh" )""'''''8'' in qUClItion i •. Rct'<lrding U) the 

t:ngli.h transllltion ~i,'"'' hy 0, TnCIIBur in '!or •. Journal nf the 

AI;"tic Soc;ety or fJeno::al " \'01 7, l'Ilr< 2, 111.18, I'. 993, Xot<l, thi8' 

When ill nnoiellL 1;,ne8" criminnl W80 I>roughl I .... ro'"" 'he Tnlen or tI,e 
\' .. jji. (I ... ,. the I,itcha,·;. ), <hoy made hin, o~or at lint '0 th~ '·;.i<"Chnvn' 

", .. h4","/tn,. 'rhe"" then trl~d h'm. Rnd ir th<"., wore ronvinred thRt It .. 

w"" i""oo .. ,,t, ""t bin, rreo. If th,~y. 011 lbo other hn,,,I, held ,hnt he 

~'M guilly, thoy m8<1o hin' O\'OT tQ the ."<>h4riJ:o~. ""thont pronouncing 

aOJ ... lItt(!nce. The l"tt<lT e .. mined the matter lind Mlt him rme in 

CMe he wu innocent; if. on tbe (:Ontrary. hft .. u ll:uilty,'U,M toot 
hi ll! tQ the ... IMdhArn. (probably, thoy aho\lld be <)IIUed "lIndluJ.r "., 

" Inlow ..... of the Sutln, the lnw ") who proceodod j~ tbe .. m~ way with 

him. Prom them he wall taken to ,100 a/!hnkllich. (proboobly, 

allluJ..h,'nk .... , by .. hieh, ILCCOming to I ......... "'. '''pl''''''lion, a ooure. cOlI, 

.ing of eight head. or familitla i. to be nOdCl"Iilood) .. ho io U.,i r 
tbra left the dooi'.ion to the wt:4pali; from the ... , tho AOCIlI!ed Wat 

m .... le oyer to the ~pa....sjo .. anot from him to ~ rfljn. 11,e laller theD 

invNtigated the CU6 and 1IO~ the ae!:1I.ed, If he held hin, inoOl)flll l , at 

I ... t fMIII; if be, howenT, fou n,1 hi .. gllilty h i".unoQQoed th~ jndpent 

in aocordanoo ... ith tbo J"'I,,,,,,rpolllo4kn, the" book of cn,ton" "-C/. 
_leo L'_II , ltldil(.h AII;,rlh""h"~J 2nd Ed Q., Vol. Z. 1,.86." 
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t he finnl decision rellllLincd in the hands of . 
th e king. In the .J[\takas, where 

[po 71. ) .... 
llpparpntly the more primitive COll-

di t ions of a Illu e;h earlier age, which presuppose 
a much morc simple legal Apparatus, are 
described, the criminal is hrought direct hefore 
the kim; and generally sentenced by him 
without previously consulting the opin ion of 
the ministers. nil ascetic, who 0 11 a fal se 
suspicion of theft is arrested hy the owners 
of the stolen prope rty, is brought hefore the 
king Aod the latter 11ronou Ilccs the sentence 
withou t further examining the case: " Go and 
impnle him " (IV. 29). Also in othel' narra
tives (for exam ple, in tho iutrodllct.ion to th o'" 
Vutt~lka .Jflt.aka, J. 433, in the Avflriya Ji\taka, 
III. 232) the king alone pronounces the judg
ment ; it happens, howc\'cr, thaL a j>rotest is 
made from the side of the minister of justice 
(villi cchay:1macra.) ngai nst an unj ust juugment 
of the king. Occasions for such protests fre
quell tl y arose, especially, when charges were 
brought by men in high position and favouri tes 
of tbe kin g against common people. A. typical 
elmmple of this is a.lfotdcd by the following ( 
narrative : " In ancient times "- so begins the ( 

• n ,athalatthi J Ilt:aka. (III. 104.. sq.)_U when 
Dmhmadatta reigned, the DodhiSatta wa." his 
minister of justice f"illiccltayumacca) . Quce the 

I 
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pllI'oM.f a of the king drove in his cnrriage to thij 
\,illage from which he used to collect his rents 
(bbobragflma) and when he came to !~ corner of 
the ron.d he met a cnrll\' !\n. "l\fove your wagons 
out of the road, .mnve them out of the rond," 
he cried. As nobody yielded, he became j}Dgry 
and threw his spiked stick ' at Ow driver of the 
nearest wagon. r.J'he stick struck t he shaft of 
the \\,11-g0l1, returned and stniCk him 011 the 
forehead , flO that there was It big bump. The 

( I'. 72,] 
pUl'oltila l"etll~ned and complained to 

tho king tlmt he was assaulted by 
the dl'ivers. The king who was seated in his 
court-room askfld the dri vers to be brought 
he[ore him ClJld pronounced Ihe judgment, 
without inqu iri ng in to the matter: "YOli have 
assaulted the lmrvltila, so that. he has got a 
hump on his forehend; yOtl must gh'o up all 
your horses." 'l'hcn' the Boddhisatln said to him, 
"0 great king, withotl~ inquiring into the matter 
you make these give lip all their horses. 'rhere 
arc, however, men who, wben they themselves 
stri ke, say, .. I am struck by another. " There
[are, a ruler should not act wi thout investigation; 
wben he has heard .n. matter , he should net." 
"Vith these wort1s~he recited the verses : 

. , • 
, ratOOala~\hi." .tick rOl' dri"ing animal .. " 
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"Although lIe has struck, he says be is 
struck ; alt hough he oppresses he says he is 
oppressed,l H e wh o speaks, fi rst, 0 King, ~h ould 
ll ot at nil be believed. 

'l 'hcrcforc, one hears, 0 wise man, the oLher 
also;·whcn one has heard hath -"ides, one nets, 
as is proper. 

A Jail.)' fellow, gil'en to sensual ind ulgence is 
not good, nil ascet ic will) does llot control himself 
is not good, a king i ~ not gO()(\ who acts wi thout 
investigation, a wisp mall who is 11llgry is a lso 
not. good. 

The king should acl afLCl' he h11 .. '1 heard, and 
not before he has heard , 0 I'lller! H onou r find 
fame fall to the lot, or him who act~ aft er im'c~· 

ligation , 0 K ing'." 
Aftcl' the king heard the -" ppcch of the Bodhi· 

sat~t, he decidp(\ rightl y and in the right judg
ment blnme was thrown upon the B I'l\hmal).u. 

From this one cu!'e in which the king. 
influenced b~' the r;illiccilayamacc{f,. revises an 
unjust judgment, to infer n ~rn('rn l power of 
this minister to pronounce an opinion upon tho 

I Th" teK~ 11,.., JeL'·. jino ti bh .... Li, "although he h&l oonq1lerOO. 

h" "'I, '1 am oonqllcrOO;'" bilL ... haL • ... e al'(! co"""meci WiLh il 

probRblr d"";vali~,,, of the Yerh' j)'G.,' 10 oJ'll"""'. ftooee, RlId jillo it 

to be "ba"ged ,,,to jl"" 
• C/o ",,,.,11. \'1 [[,. 1 : " Ii 1.:;lIg .. bo "i.lhe" t.o in.e~tipte I l aw.nit 

.hoold go 10 lbe "",urt.room in " mod,,", 1I11il1"l .. w;lh lhe Uri ll ma,! .. 

Illd min;.ten who kllQW bow to ach·i.e." 
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king-'s judgments, wouid be going too fa r. The 
right iuference would be to suppose that the 
mi !listers, especia lly, the viuicc:lw!J(imltCca and also 
the jJlIJ'oli.ila and Ihe sellt/,p(tl-i, who, as we [po 73) 

shall set', both took part in 
[ I', 73. ] 

the admin istration of justice, 
advised the king anq in some cases, had 
som~ influence u pon h is judgments. Also 
we arc ~ot in a position to draw a line 
between cases where the killg alone pronounced 
the judgment and those which were judgl.-d 
by the ministers. C.fhat the entire province 
of the adm inistrat ion of jU!'Ilice did not lie in 
the hands of t,he king, although in the earliest 
times this might hu\'c been the case, is self. 
evideut; the morc complicated State ol'gan isa
tion became, with a growing population and with 
the ex tension of territory, t he more pressing must 
the ncccs.'.!ity Cor a "di,"isiou o[ work have been 
Celt, -tlie more m~l st tu c king have d~legated his 
powers to the min isters" 'l'h \1 legal life of the 
smaller towns and villages passed V61'y much 
out of the direct sl>here of nction of the king and 
remained a matter [or his representatives, as long 
a<i lI O appeal was· made against the judgments 
of these to the kin g, looked Upgll as a higher 
autbority. Quite in keeping with this, we a lso 
meet wit.h a sc.ri(~ of examples in the Jatakas 
in which no mention is made of the participation 
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of the kiDg in the administration of justice (lI. 
182; V. 229). In hoI h tb ~ narratives, the 
que!ltion ii'l of qwuTcls between two 'pnrtic!S, of 
civ il cases, not of tho pun ishment of crimes. I 

15. Cr inHnal J' urisdiction seems accordin .... to _ ' " I:' 

[p. a] 
the JAtakas, to be exclusively 
cx erci~ed hy the king. f!'hat 

any pel'son other than !'he ldng can pronounce 
a seilttl llQ9 o( dmth seems to be nowhere 
mentioned in the J fi takas. Serious crimes, 
such as theft, adul ter,v, bod ily injury werc 
punished by ,·(i,J(iI.lti/ i .. I'., by the punishment 
in flicted by tbe king. 

, I'.:veD lh'" c;~umAt.llnoo that in tilt! lllllh.J.u,~!bi Jililka 81te8B il . ~ 
Laid on t h .. p".lidl'"l;OIl ... r tho 1;;,,-,> in Ibo .. dmi ni.tration 01 
j,..t.i"" WiLb rogarcl to 1h6 driv(!J'II agllillat "'hom the p .. ""hil" 
p...,r\lr!'&d .. "hargu (T4j4 ... ~a'" ";,,icch,. ,,; •• .1;11'4, III. ,\05), 
.ignifi.,. thRt nnller uI .. ,,1 cil"C"nlll""~'C<I iu cun of .u~h 1 
liltl" irul'",ru",co .... ~h" ono iu 11nellLio", the killg did not pre~idn · 
0' ·.... th" adnl iu i.tnltiotl of jQlli~'(l. Slill ;t i. to ..... noted 

th .. t IImhmauiCf,,1 law boob did not alono III:~'" 10 Ille ki..g 0 ... 

tQ.k of r>f!r1II)rul Uy oonduc~ing 1" .... uiu,·· tho Grc .. k r OI00 .. l0, t be 

Indi .. " "pice, the ;"..,riptio". lind nome""", worb or Il>dian prillOOll 
on o~~",h4", Ihow that tho In,ll&u princt. .. orton exIlrcWld j<idic':'l 

po""""" in pel"lO" '" Jolly in tho '·Zeit.<:h.irL do .. Dent.l!ch. Morgen!. 

Goeellllch. rt," Vol. -&>t, p. 344 . 
• T he .. ord dOllOt.ol, lU.'OO}r<tj UIf to itll etymology, III: it i." comloound 

01. 110" Sanlkrit .. onl~ rij .. Rnd 'jll', propc.rll, " l ho king'. command." 

Whether ;n the l'ali , " BpK;al ~hniCaI me . .. l,,!!, i. "ttached 1.01.100 t 
word, I cennot.,.y. In tho Culladhammapil" Jcl.tab it i. na .. ,..ted 1 
thai. tho1dng CII"- , .. ith the bolp of t1", ":1""", l.ioner, lhe bRnd. IUId 

rOll~ or the l,rinc>o to be ~Ut off. :ria euculiOllllr .... k . wb., b .. b .... 

.. .s-rried OUt t ho ordlll', .. a ... e 1,0 &:;;011'. cxedl!ted tho nSj41¢" (hrl/. ".".. 

.Io<U4 nSj4J!4, I ll. 180). Hll1'II t0lj4l!A probabll tIIf!1u oull .. U .... ing'1 
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llcyond this power of iH flictill~ pun ish
me nt, t he king's lU).lh oriLy d~ not se(,)lI, accol'd. 
in; to th e J iHa klls, to have extended to the 
pe l'SOIl of th e sUhjeets. " ',, read Ilowhcre ill om 
texts or an," right wJlich Ihe ki ll !:; had to force 
hi lol suhjects to military or other sOI'vice: Oil Hle 
cOll trll ry. t he li mitalions of the king's poneI' 
lHe d istinc-tl," poi nlNI oul, wilt' n the k illg in 

rcpl ,\' to ~hc \'cquC::Il or Ibe !/ok""ill;,' \\' 60 was 
made his c hief COIl~or t , to !;irc her 1I111'esiricloo 

VO\lc r OH)r tbe ",holt;! kingdom, 

!.ays, .. :U.\' lu'l{', in no· way 
do 1111 the subj('cts of my kingdom helong 

,.to me, no)' 11111 J theil' lonl (m<l ~' h al!l sakt\lu. 
J' I'ut\ha vi\.sillo un kinei hOIlU, n!\huTfi cteslI lfl 

sl\miko, I. :WS); only O\'cr thosu who rise 

oom",atJd" 10 other I~""'~itc., On tho <>th". hft ..... Ih .... xl' .. · ... ;"" """m.-

10 be eUl ldOled a. a ,~ ..... ,.~u ' ... I.~i~II._ ,\ rl'rr,.m~II .. h" ',,0. _ul~od 
a" .. _li.., Aud hi. I'r~I!"Anl ,.·ire i, lorouJ'(h! hef" .... Ilia ki,,1C lind lbe 

laneI', dlcr ha "AO I'..,II ... II"~"-~Il"e jud[UII""!. eft " .... Ih.., r4J4~4 10 be 

(j1()CUWld (lii. 132). What tIm " un;shme"l oo,,';ot<,<1 ;11. ;1 11m f"rlhar 

"'outiuued; 11d1'l_ IIIMI either Ib .. ~"I';U.l ... nicIIl" .,.. _". other 
IM!nOIM oorpo .... II'uni.hm~"I. ~urh ... ulIuil&1ioo,;. 10 be uQacnlWOII here. 
To tbi, roio:uat..o tbe i"lrooduC1",n 10110(0 VI\{Ah J.llka ( I . ..as), 
.. beN IbalOn of" .dt~i .. hn ..... au,peete<! of hap;",.. ... ade ,hort .. ort of 

a p ..... l;tnte, i. brought for judg.ne"l b] the .-4j4~4. The ha"dl . are 

l.ied _biud II", OOdr ~",I Ioe;. d .. q... .. l ill ""ceul; .... of the ntJ4~4. Tbe 

/ .. bole to ... " lur,," out ill ""citem .. "ta. the rtlilon 01 tloa ""nlOllOO upon 
Ihe ..tt~.". _ .pread. au,l a '~"I" cro .. d roHo .... Ii;m oo..ung tlu. 

bl' .... I ,uIIf'Mlou",i ,,!!, 1""11.,,. A, Ihe girl, IIC>. eur, ill ,h. _"time 
.pp;,en, Ibn r4i4~4 I. nut -.".01. but Ih .. c;reun"Ia,_ menli<:wled 

poil.! &0 tat., thaL Ih.1 .... ~,_ .... one oI'bopiy,1 PQ"i.hlQQ"l. 

SU . TabJoi ... " fe.aIa .... k, a ~~r"'IPrel bel..,., a de_. 
IS 
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against the king and do wrong am I lord. 
'lhereCore, I cannot give you unrestricted power 
over tho whole k ingdom." 

SUU the su bjects of the king were not only 
rem inded i ll times of war, whell tbe kin g's army 
protected the fronLiers of the land , and through 
the ad ministration of justico exercised by him 
aud by those authorisell by him, of 1\ power stand
ing above them and surrounding and protecting 
them a.1I ; the people had duties which made t.hem 
realize "cry clearly t he fl\Ct of their being citizens 
of the State. ' CVhiJst the king has for his cal C 

the securing of protection against external 
enemies arid the preservation of internal order, 
tbe people also, as a counter-duty on their part, 
bear the cost of admi nistrat.ion of the Stale, the 
army and the Court by pay ment of taxes, 

, Similar conditions we bave probably to suppose 
lor the Vedic period; at least there, seems DO 

.oosoDl\ble g~ound f2r understanding by the Vedic 
", ))ali ~ll ything else than 1\ fixed tax~ Probably, 

, 

I; 'fhl. IUppolit'Oll ~,," 10 me jUltilled by the fact of II 1.1" 

imP<.Jed ... po« the whole I .... d and by the [nltitu(ioo of the 

~a "",bl\(!fak". who mprMIlnted the king ill their riUIgtI Illd collocted 
tuOi fur him, nnd I dOll't Ulldel"lliUld how &!nBrt will roooncile hil 

t heory .. itb th i. flet "hen he deniO. the idOl of the Sute to llIcienl 
I"dillnd " ..... r .dmill 1111)' be«i1Hl,ngl of SutO:t"co"lCio"n~ (lU.,.(.4 
.tu ~ "'(nIcie., Vol. 125'JI':wa Iq.) 

• For the BrihDlII}& period Uw u;'tont<l of t""01 i. certainly "bo,,11 

io the Ail""")'1 Driho'.1)& VI I. 2(l, wh ... the V.iiy ... eh . ... etC'ri-..d 

.. "O.H, ,,10o il"Y. we. ("JIlother (aJlyuy. balilqit), "')'0- • to be 
ImploJed by llIIoLher l od ta~ aooordin81O another', ploullre," 
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in the oldest t imes there were voluntary presents
acoording to Zimmer,l the only tax which 
the Vedas prescribed that the ~ople sho~ld 

( p. 76.] 
pay to the king-principn.l ly for 
meeting the cost of the king's 

Court, and when we find mention of the offer of 
such e.resents in the epics ~ and also here and 
there in the .JI\takas, this is tQ..be considered.s 
SUI'viYsl or the old CllstQID _ 0 11 the occasion of 
the coronation ceremony (cbnttnmnllgl\Ja), des
cribed in the KummusapiQda Jtttaka, we flOd 
among the people surround ing the throne citi
zens with various kinds of prescllts ~ (llullur;idlla-

~ pam.Uikd,,'ahattlie 1I ugat'amatUfsse). Petitioners 
expected obviously 1\ favourable reception of 
their prayer when they did not appear before 
the king with empty hands. The DmhmBl)1l. 
who g~s to the · king with the request 
that he will replace the second dead ox, gives 

, AIt,oo;.cw W, .. , I'. 166 : " Pind tllIM i.he ._ 1,10 didn't Jll'Y ~bo 

king, th01 brought 10 him y .. lonlary p ........ nt.." Zimn."r oo"'JII''"" 
thi. "'; ~b tho old Ger man oonditioDII which aro ",eotiooed in Toei."., 

Germall ia II'; : " MOIl ... t.,ivitatih", 1I1l1-o..., Tirilim ooofol'1'tlprinaipihlUl 

.. .,Iumontorum yeJ'frugolll , quod ]U'O hnllore ..et:eplom eti,u'l ncoo.i· 

lahb", ,"h.-ell i~" 

• Ct. Uopki .... I. 0., p. 00 eq.' 
• The word "a",,6Ura mMnl, .i "~ i~ ill derived f/'Om Skr . • ,. ..... ' 

. I.kl .. ," lIa"'''g tho form of a 10000f" lind l",;nu to tho eufl;mn, whieh i, 

.i.m oommon Inlndi&, of aurying'rait.., .wo&t., cle., ill the 1011.,"" of 
Ihe bAnan, Or IIOmo otller tree. Originally IIIH'!'(\ ill t'Onnexlon ",·ith . ocb 

afrerin,llll, the word nam .. to ~C<Jllil"ll \.ater the ge""fIIllC!" '" .. V......e ll~" 

Ct. Chilli" ... »"t'1)U:Ii<> .. "r¥ 
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him !l present (, (tI.lI,/(iktim H. 166) with the 
\\'?r<i8, " )'ftt~f tilt) king he yictOl'ious,"¥ 

1 n tho age W6 <Ire consideri ng, the tn.xes form. 
ed in ever,\' clIse tilt' pl'i ll cipai sou rces of revenue 
of tbe king; t il e," wore lUI impost fixed by law, 
and. werc, ir uot IlI'ought voluntarily bl' the 
peJplc t hemselves, cOllected forCibly by the king's 
officers (II. t ,tO ; I V. 22-1; v. 98). Still the 
.HUakas contain, so fil l' as J ha,'o seen, no fixed 
rule concer nill g' 
concerning the 

[1'.77,) 

the nature of these taxes nor 
am uunt of tho king's share.l_ 

Only the fllct that of lhe corn 
reaped n. fixPd porlion fell to the 

king 's shore; appears fl'om se,'c l'l\ljlassagcs. An-... 
O\'cl'.conscicntious 8f'((lli who has pl ucked from 
his rice field H. handful of l)\lIde.", in ordel' to 
make out, of them something wIth which to bind 
the twi gs, has sCl'uples ahout his conduct and 
reflects, " l~ rom this field I must give the king 
his portion .. ("anno-b!ulga II. 378) and I have 
taken a handful of corn without maki ng over 

I Aoeol'din8 t,o :.\" .... \'[1. lao, ,of th .. reno, 'In eighth, , idh "I' 
t .... Lr~h 110In belong. ' ''' the king, 'n X, 120, the eighth pIU't i . indialted 

.. tJlfI , ... rul And ponoliolliibie !ax i" p.lMlO! lim"" I in time- of "oed, tho . 

king QUI tAke .. rounh ,"'11- (X. l iS).' AOOOI"ding to OAutftmA, the t&~ 
of tho A[(r ieulturi.t ... i. ft lenth, AU eish lh or •• illll pa.1'1 ,or . 110 pro
.1,,«1, A<xording 10 \' .. i.hih. ( I . 42), HAutlhly .... , (I. 18. 1) Ni .. d~ 

(XVII I. <&8) .ud \'iall", .. (Ill 22), Ike .itlb .1OI.t i. un;yenally gi~e .. 

u the I ... ·'ul .lIl r u .. ntl thi. i~ ilL agrce l" eD~ '.,..id , "'hi occurl ;0 th" 

"I,iCl .. heN t hl,o kiug 11 ",,_led I)' d('l('1"i!x'll "' ~ .hllC,lhhuHi n," "A 
, lI arer of the "xu, ,oaM," 
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this pOl'tion." In the same passage or the Kuru- . 
dhfun ma ,1 !\taki.\ it is Il!u'rat.ed how tbe tz\x-collect· 
ing official or th~ king (dQI,Iamapltka. llroperly. 
"measlI1'ing ",jl h UU;l dOlla, Ii: cer tain dry
measure ") mC!l.'lUl't'~ at. I.he door of t he royal 
g ranary the r ice paicl to the king (1 'djff,oldifjfJ 

fl':ki ,1t Iniildpen{Q) aud pl'oceo.:ds ' ill this way, 
that he t.1I kes a g l'll.in onb of t.he unmeasured 
heaps of rice and em plo.r~ it as II Inlll'kel'. At 
tlmt moment, it beg ins to min. 'Hie omcinl 
coun t.., the markel'S and sll'l'eps u \\'ny with the 
\\'ords, "So much Ill el\sured I'ice is there," the 
grains which blue sen 'eli him as markers and 
throws thtllll 0\' 0 1' the measu red heap. 'l'hen he 
ru she~ indool's and stands on the dool'wn.y, 
H ere the thought occLi rs to him: " Havc I 
thrown the ma.rkers ol'er the Iwaps that have been 
measured or over those thaI. have not been 
Illeas~'l'ed ? If I h1we placed them OVCI' the heaps 
that have been measured, I have without any 
reason increased the king'!> share and diminished 
t hat of the owner (gahapatika)." I;, ~ .......... 

'i 'he tax on the prod uce of the land mcntion
ed hero tmd consisting ill a certa in portion of 
the reaped corn cbnslitntcd, according to tho 

• The .tour i. told lUI Ilu .,..~mplo of c~cm .. "·o oon""illllliollmHa. 
The official i • ..,iKod with "".,..,,,tanC(l nt tho lhoulI'lIt that the 

gnUu. which he . "'cpt 'WilY ~ ,nll.ken, for th" I'nrpol(' of dcc.cr",jnjng 

how on ...... our.. he hi. mCMun.'tl, froln tho QItUlONQrod 11Q/lp, we .. 

plllOed oyer tho lie.". th't hnd boo .. me,u\l~ 



lawbooks and epiC~: together with other 

{po 78.) 
nat v.i8.1 products of the cow, 
etc. T hunly taxes wbich could 

be collt!cttld from proprietor of land. Of 
a tax which was imposed 0 11 the land nnd 
which must be paid in the form of a rent, 
no mention is made here; the tax was 
fixed upon the annual pl'oduce. On the 
contrary, nooording to the Greek accounts, 
the agriculturists occupied the land ILS the king's 
tenants. The amount of the rent goes into the 
king's treasury, together with n. fourth part of 
the produce lUI tax .1 'Vhat do our texts say on 
this question? · It seems as if the st!\tcments of • 
the Greely messengers receive con6rmatio)l 
from the J A-takas. Among the ministers of 
the king, flS we shall see, the" surveyor" (rajju
gtLbaka amacca.) occupies a.n important position; 
in the enumeration of the persons found in the 
court of the Kuru king, be is mentioned imme
diately after the house priest (pllroll.ita). More
OVOI', it is mentioned in the KAma. Ji\takA. that 
officers of the king (rrtjakammiki\) come to a 

, So allO, aooordi ng 10 Diot!oro., II . 4O.G, Sit· .. bo, DO the olhtlr hand, 

001,. uY' th~t Ihl Igricultoriu.lrfI t.en~ot. of the king .... d ply. fourth 

pi&I't ot ~be oorn .. tao. AlTlan _pea"';n eot .... melJ' I'l"eral te.-m. 01 

""',.. .. bich the agri/!ultn.;II, hid to!MoJ' tolhe ki .. po..th~lIlttoDomo .... 
III1ateI, .. itholtt ... illg auJ' JIf\.tkul/1n regnrdlnR the DIItllrfl of the 

taa" ud th\'ir .. motant , 
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village to measure th~ fields (kltetll'appamtll.w,

ga/au.mlt/ul,ya, IV. 169), whose owners (so i t is 
said immediately after this) pray for a. remission 
of taxes. Most probably these survey~ were 
undertaken in ord er to fix t he quantity of land 
and with this the l1mou~t of contribution ~'hich 
wns calculated upon the land and ~vbicb hud to be 
paid, irrespoctivciy of the annual produce, as 
rent to t he king. No doubt tilis inference of 
the existence of rent, from the simple fact that 
the land was measured, is not perfectly valid. 
Surveys would be necessury, even if the tax 
consisted in a portion of the produce, simply to 
give tho officials some means of calculating 
the average produce and thus checking the 
accounts of the occupiers of the land" 

,,1110 were these tax· paying tellant.s? It 
seems that even in the eastern 

(p. 79.] 
lnnds the K/laUiyas nnd the 

llr{lhma~-this in spite of their wealth nnd 
in spito of the undisputed fact that the 
greater portion of the IBod was in their hnnds
were free [rom taxes, {or in all passages in ques. 
tion the tax.payers are mentioned as belonging to 
the middle classes.) Thus, in the above· quoted 
KUfudh&lJlma JII.taka, dO~/amapaka.. the royal 

, Tho oonditlo ... d~~;bed fn t "~ epic Ilopki". clulraclf!ri_ (1.0 .• 1". 
~) ,"$h ',"0 .. .,.., ., Tho ]"tter (the .. ...non) ...... . .... tt ... Q/ t-c 
nom!" frOID tbo tu&Ii,Lilo prio,t. ani eo bi/ Dl't"i ... la"." 
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tax-collectol', wh o m~lIsures llw corn to be 
paid to the king, is afraid lest he should encroach 
upon lhe properf,~r (If the ,'Ia1IflpaNka; to this 
class !llso bclollf,"S the b'eUIii who is mentioned 
as the jax·Jla~·c l· (I ] . SiS ; lV. 169). 

E"~Il1J)tion from taxe:;; was occa!'ionally ohtain
ed by plcll(ling berort.: the kin~. A lieU/,i living in 

I the frontier I'PC]lJests the brothel' of the king to 
send a letter to the kiug ;,\sking him to grant 
exemption, upon which fhe king grants him this 
(IV. 169). 

'l'be tn xes IUP. paid to the amcin l who repre
sent s lhe king in tllP, province allotted to him; in 
the village they arc given to the [}~ma{;hoiaka, ~ 

the vill~c snperintendent, who ., eujoys tJu; 
revenue of the village." H the suhjects did not 
pay wiIJ ingly 01' if the king " 'allted-as seemed 
oiten t() httpptm, according to Lhe instances 
narrated {TI. 2-1.0; J U. 9; IV. 2z4)-toharusS' tbe • 
people by enhancing f he t~txes, he sent bis offi· 
cials who had to usc force in fillillg the·cpffcrS of 
the king. 'l'h esp. tax-collectors (balipa(iuuIUwka8, 

1tiUfJli'U/~:a8, bali~lidhak(8), !\Cc!ording to the 
J l\takas, did not play lin unimportant part in 
puhlic life ; how th ey were-looked upon .by th~ 
people seems to me to be indicated by,' the COIl 

clusion 01' the Gaggll JAtn.ka (II . 17) .. where the 
man-etltillg demon (YIUckhn.) whom .the BodJii. 
satttl has subdued is given by the' king tho 
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post of a balipa~i!Jga'laka. In the GaJ)cJa
tilldu J AtAka t.he condition or a land ruled by an 
unrighteous king and plundered by his officials 

h', SO] 
is described. " Oppressed with 
taxes (ilaliptlitA, V. 98) , the 

inhabitants lived in the forest like beasts with 
their wives and ohildren; where there was 
once a village, there no village stood any more. 
The men could not, ror fear of the king's people, 
live in their houses. they surrounded t heir houses 
with hedges and went after sunrise to the fo rest. 
III t he day the kiug'So people (rA.japurisA) plun
dered, at night the t hieves," Sometimes the 

~ kiAg'S aoreers made common cause with the last
mentioned.. WIIIIi, wben t ese officers were rea y 
there to pursue and arrest this class. A minister, 
whom the king gave. the .,position of a l illage 
ruler (gdmabllojohl) (I. 3555 in ~ frontier village 
amI who collebted t here the xes for the king, 
came to an understanding with Lbe robbel'8 
that he wouIa go with his people to the forest 
and they would in the mean time plunder the 
\' iUage and share the spoils with him . 

. Besides the taxes, there were certain privi. 
, leges of the kin g which he oould use for filling 

his treasury. The principle mentioned in the 
law.books,1 tb~t uncl~imed property belonged to 

• Of. l"',..gea quo&ed ill Foy'. l);, w..i~IM" 0-'1 ""clio """ 
a!tl-..dud .. s..IItoMeJlaolo, Lei,,",i .. 189{>, p. 6(). 
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the king, is soon also in the Jl\.takas. If any
body dies without heirs, then his succession 
devolves upon the king. "Seven days and 
seven night.s "-so we read in the introduction 
to the :Mabyaka Jli.tnka (III. 290)-"th6 army 
o~ ~e king took to bring the goods of people 
dying wi~hout heirs to t.be palace." Even cases 
where whole families leave their possefsions, 
",'hert, on renouncing the world. they pass into 
thb homeless condition, occur in the Jl1.tnkas, 
and this custom might, at a time when through 
the prevalence of l)essimistic views the imp~l$6 
~ renounce the world was widespread, become 
1. source of great income to the king. Still 
've~' have grounds for thinking that it was 
opposed to the mornl principles of that 
age wben the king made use of this ri~h t. 

In the Hat,~hiptt.la JAtaka it is narrated that 
lhe, purohita and his wiCe after renouncing 
their 6ltire ,,'orldly possessions go to the fOJ'est 
i6 jOin their sons who had already been in the ' , 
homeless condiUon, The king heal'S this and 
~ resolves, " Unclaimed wealth 

(p, 81] , 
comes to UII" (as.!E!!!ikadlutnam 

amflllkom pal)1/~H1.ti IV, 485),1 and Cetches the ~ , 

, Similarl,., ;n the Tel.prottl~lt'b the king jUltificoo hi. rapture 
of the widowed YQiU,;"f, uyiP£, "Uncla imed propert,. belonga t(l the 

1 Ir.i..g·· ( __ mi .... bhou:'<,lU\l nlma rlJ_"lab'!' botl, 1,398), 
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money from the house of the lH1l'oltila. The 
queen, however, ex plains to him, with the 
help of a parable, the wrong dODE' by him. 

As we, however, in our n.ttempt to collect 
together the statement.s contailied in the 
JaLllkas COl ce rning the rights and duLies of. tbe 
king, have not hitherto been ablb to get an ex
lmus'ive account of the lIotual region of influence 
and sphere of power of the t·dj(tJl. l we must also 
examine the incomplete /tud partly contradictory 
details relating to the question of his succession. 

III the Vedic age, the kingdom devolved 
either directly upoo the eldes t SOD of the king, 
or the DCW kin g was elected by the people,l ./ 

" 'llhe first case is wbll.t gcnera.ll~' occurs even iu 
the period described in the JMakas. t!ingship 
was hereditary in the" fnm ily (kulnsantllkarp ,..!)l 
rajjt\l'!l. I . 395; II. 116 i IV. 124) and indeed, I 

when there were severa l sons, it was the eldest ..,.l 
who succeeded his father on the throne (I. 127 ; 
II. 87, 212), whilst the second son became the 
Viceroy (upariija,, ). As 1\ rule, only the sons 
of the eldest queen (aggamahes~), who must be of 
the same caste tl.S the king and thus a KltuUi!!tJ, 
Soom to be legitimate; yct there are insttll1ccs 
1't'hich make it probable that this legitima.cy was 
not always considered a r.oncWio BiIJe q'ua nOll of 

, <lImmer, Alti""lI«lIt. LdIft, pp. 1(;2, I'll!. 



slIccession. Tn the already-quoted Kn,t,thah/\ri 
JAtaka. the king makes the son born of a wood
gatherer(Katt-hahl\ri) the Viceroy (ltp(l1·ajall) and 
after the death of his fatber, the latter succtleded 
to the throne. 

If the king was without a maJe heir, then 
if he bad a daughter, his son-in-law boc ... \mo 

heir to the ihrone; the son-in-
(po 81) 

law he sought either among 
his OWJl kinsmen or among the members of 
another royal hOllse. ' In the Mudupo.J).i 
Jataka. (II. 323 sq.) the king makes his, 
nephew his successor a.nd explains to his 
ministers, "4Jter my death my nephew will 
become king, my dl\ughter will become llis 
eldest consort (aggamahcst)." Later he changes 
his mind and in forms his ministers that he will 
give his nephew another wife and marry his 
daughter into another royal bouse, in order to 
have as ma.ny kinsmen as possible. 'fhis inten
tion is, however. frustrated by the cllnning of , 
t hese two lovers who at last carried out their 
desire and so we do not know bow the succession 
would have taken place if the king had married 
his daughter to 3. foreign prince; probably. the 

• In order to keel' hi, preT;OOM promi". lbe king .... to depart 

froll. tbl'l'\lle;u lI.e J)e,·.,J.hllmwlI Jltllh ( I . 127) Rn,1 in the D_~hll 

"'lab (IV.IU). 
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latter wou ld hlH's rece i \''tlu the 1tpontjj£' witlI the 
daughter. 

If there is neithel' a, malo heir nor a 
kinsman who can succeed to the tbrone, the 
successor seems t.o be chosen by the ministers; . 
eloction by t ho p6ople, \as rCI)r6Sellloo in the 
Vedas and the epics,' is nowhere mentioned. 
'l 'he legends speak of a rt,"narkuble custom which 
ill snch cases waS connecled with the nlcction Of 
the successor. Sevell days after the death of the 
heirless king, tpe l}/tl'oliit(~ lets a OIlT, the 
p!mssarat"a,t be ddven, after tbe funeral 
ceremonies are over (UI. 238; IV. 39; V. 248). 
By beat- of d rums i t is H.unounced in the city. 
·"ro·morrow we shall drive a pkIl88aratha." 

'J1he fi\'o insignias of royalty arc phwed 011 tbe 
car and Lhii!! is pu t in motion by the ministers. 
who reflect, " It wil.1 come to the mun wbo will 
become thtl king." 'rbe ear then leaves tho 
cily and remains, as is of ton the case in storiL"S, 
standing at one !\nd Ute same pl1tee, namety, the 
!,ratc of thc pH.l'k, where i t rotates ready to be 

. [p.83] 
driven by t.he future king . 
This king is then soon found out 

by the p urokit.a; he I\sccntls the car and 

, n opkin.,I. c. p. 143 • 
• ... Skr. pUlbpvltha,e.r of lIo ... ·er, deoi>'ll f Or I. "b ..... .. . p'"'i,. 

'lId p-.alha, ",he ~ wbich 'I t(l be touched. i .... taken poueIIion 
of"P 
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is anointed by the plll·ollila. Have \ \'6 to 
see in these letrends the mythical form of 

~ .. #-

nn actual OI'Cl1t, IHl. JUc!y, the selection of a king 
by the puroltita, or is t he p!1.1l1J8ara,I./lu nothing 

'''" 1m! 1\ product of the rich imagination tj'f the 
story-teller ? 'fa this 11 0 delinite answer call.be 

givell, so long as OU i' knowledge of rJ/l1lB8fll'flUUI 

is eonlined to the Jll.takas; but I don't consider 
t he possibility excluded, that when tllC king died 

"without an heir a nd th~ ministers chose a. 
sucoossorirom among' themsclvf'ls or from another 
roynl house, lhe lattel' was collycycd to his 
residence in a m a UIHH' simi iltr to the ceremony 
described in tJw stories, nnd that pe?ple spread 
rumours about b.im ' that be was discovered as 
the right tn!\11 hy a mil'acle introdueed by' the 
gods. ' 

L'Vhell . the ~ Iection of the successor takes 
pla.ce in the wl~y descrj.l~ed , the new king 
is not, as before, 1\ klwUiya, Poor tile scion of n , 
foreign roynJ house, bub j he usurper son of a 
setthi's da.ughter, in fnct, th'b child of ,a poor 
womalllJorn in the street: (IV 38). i 'l'he legcn
dary character of thisnnrrative does not al low this . . 
to be taken as a proof tlmt, kingship did not 
lie al ways in the hands of the kb,attiyaJl Imtu hat 
persons belonging to other castes might ocC:'l.sion
nJly be in l)Osscssion or- it.} 'I'here arc, however. 
some l>assage~ which scGm to support such a 
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Uleory. We hnve already met. with of revolu
tions by which the re igning king is removed 
8mI in his place a HrilbmalW is put. In the 
PAdaiijali Jl\ta~a (II. 264) the ch ief minister ~ 
(atthadba.mmllnusMaka w macca), probably also 
belonging to t.he Brllhmal,I8 castq, of the deceased 
king, aDi]' 110t the weakmi nded priuce, is anointed 
king hy the ministers. Even the lawbooks 
speak of k ings wbo do not belong to the 
Ksliatriyn caste and undcrst~lIld by tb e~e kings 
of low . origin \vho have usurped t he throne,l 

• Such usurpations of the throne 
n p· 84..] flrc me~tioncd in Indian history 

concerni ng bis~OI' ical personalities, as,}or exam· 
pie. Ohalldragupta., the founder. of t,he l\.faurya 
Dynast.~' who accord~g 10 Brahmil1lical tradi: 
tions was fl. So.~l'a. • 

lDid these ue.utWrs cha.nge their caste 
when Utey ascended the t hrone? Did they become 
ipso ((tcto kllflttiyas or did they con(inuc to , , ~ , 
helong t.o their roroler castes? In the eyes of 
the Bn\hmnl~ag inQueuced ,by th eir ca~te·theory, 

tlley would remail) wha.t they originally were, 
wbethel' they beJonged to the llrAhmalJ./\ or the 
St\dra caste.' In reality, this question--espccially, 
ill the eastern Janus aud ali a time when the caste 

.. idca had not been devcloped very clcnrly-hftd 
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for the usurper very little significance, a8 he 
belonged t.o the rulin g class, whe t-her or not he 
was reckoned n. kll(t/Uya, and by reason of this, 
as :we have nlready seen, stood above this caste.) 

'I'he ceremony which accompanied t he 
access ion to the th rone was, accordin g to the 

. w 
J Makas, the SIl I.llC as th!\t \VhlCh we know from · 
U,e Vedas and t he epics: l 'he priest-genera lly, 
the pw'oliit(£ (III. 239; IV. 4O)-consecrates the 
king and sprinkles water upon him (abltisi.iicali) . 

• Whether this custom was also observed in the 
eastern lands seems open to q uestion, on account 
of the superiority of the ruling olass and its 
independence of the priestl y C&.ste. For, as a 
matter of f!lot. thcre lies in this actor abhiIJecalla, 
though originn lly its significance may huvc been 
only a religious one, !\s nn act by which the 
llicssing8 of the gods were showered, or more 
correctly ex pressed, invoked by magic, upon the 
king, 1\ certa in dependcllcc of tho kin g upon Ule 
priest consecrating him. The refusal of the 
prie~t to perform lhis abltiseootl(l coull!, under 
certAin circl1m!lta.nc~s. call in quest,ion the 
succession of the ri ght heir. I nstl\ncos are not 
wanting in our te xts which '}lro\'C the pos.~ibi1ity 

of the refu sal to consecrate. In Ule Gft.mI\J}icsl:u:Ja 
JAtakf\ it is ll11rrfl-r:r"tbat the ministers, after 
they have performed t.he funeral ceremonies 
with great faUlt and m~e funeral gir~. meet 
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in the ])ainco and tell Ola prillCc, because 
he is too YOlIng, tlmt Uti call t1uly be Consecrated 

[ po 85] 
1.lft/;l 1' he Ims satisfitld theh' 
lests (kum{\ ro atidaharo. na. 

Mkktt 1' \!J0 l ~bhis i iici tU1"fl v1mlll11sitv {\ ta m 
ILuhis iiicissilma., IT. 2!H ) . H Ol'e the qucstio~ 
is, h OW6iftl l', onl y or a dclflr in consecrn tion j 

hut in anol·her case t.he ill Ycf:; t it ure was 
not at a ll per formed . " I n <lllcient t imes I> 

- so we rend III til e P udalijal i .Hl.takB
"when llrahmadaUa reigned in Benares, the 
Bodhisf).tta was his ad vi<lcl' in \1"orJdl~' and spirit ua l 
t hings (al(//{l(lhMnmt1111/81f8(/ ~'(f amoC((I,. II. 264). 
Now IIH' kin g had a son namer\ PAda iljali who 
,\ as 1\ good.[m'.nolh in;; fe llow. In course of 
time the king died. 'Vhen the funefu l ceremonies 
worc over, the ministers said thllt t hey wanted 
to ins{,all the prince liS king . . The Bodbisa'tta, 
however, &lid, "'f he l)l'ince is a [001 and a good. 
i o\·· nothing rella \\', we will fm,t examine him 
fina then install hi m I\S king." 'fhe ministers 
held a Comt, glWe t he prince a place in their 
middle und made II. wrong j udg ment, inasmuch 
ns they ga"o a thing to the wron g owner. Then 
they Asked the pri nce whe t.her they had j udged 
t igb tl ~f . He bit I;is lip~ . 'f he BoddhisaU-a 
th~)Ugh t, '''1'he prince, l"'b,lu~ is 1\ clever fellow, 
he knows that we bave j udged wrongly " and 
recited the firtlt ,'erse : 

I' 
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"Surely. PMaiijali eXcels us aU in wisdo,m' ; 
for he hites hi s lips and oertainly sees through 
OUf game." 

On the following day, another Court wns 
held: this time, however , they judged rightly 
and asked the prince wbat he thought of their 
judgment. Again hft hit his lips. 'J'hen the 
Bodhisatta understood that he was nn out·and
out fool and recited the second verse: 

" Th is man docs not knOll' right (rom wrong, 
61' good froUl bad ; beyond the biting of hi s lips 
he knows nothing." 

The ministers o()[J cluded that th e prince Po.dafi
jali was a fool and made t he Uoci hi,'Ja tta kin g." 

Had this priestly im'estiture been a con
dition of the validity of the succession, no slllall 
power in political matters would have been 
placed ill the hlUlds of the priests ; on the other 
band, this priestl y infiuence, as well a!l the part 
of the ministers in the choice of the successor, 

seems to be confmed to ex tra~ 
[ po 86] • 

ordinary cases-ahSdnce of an 
heir to the throne, minority or intellectual 
de6cicncy of fb e prince. 'J111e rul e was that 
the faLher, nceording t-o the.eu~ tolll pre,'ailing in 
the epic ageI, which was also recommended I 

, 01. tb" pa_," qooted .. l\W.dy from tb" a iml )" .. !) .. ( II . 211, 26) I 
furtber, Mhbt. XII . 63, 19, 

.tUpay;L.' praj'pil. 1f\ pulr.f\I r'jy~ .,. pA(II,la •• 
• ny.gotra.l!' 1»"Mu~ '"' k:thatriy. rp bbatriy .... h .. bh ..•... 
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in the law books I pla'ced the SOil in power 
in his lifetime which mnde the investiture 
by the priest a mere formalit.y that had 
not. much importance. It even happens tbat 
the king himself ill sta ll~ his son (.-ajjc abhisiilci, 
IV. 96, 105); wbether in t.his we are to see 8. 

tak ing away of the privilege enjbyed by the priest 
or whelher t he expression bas lost it s specia.l 
meaning which hns refere nce to the ceremony of 
investiture and acquired the general meaning 
" ha.nding over ' the government," I cannot say 
definitely. 

'1'he hand ing OV6r of the viceroYIIIt.y (ttpa
nl,jjll) t.o the eldest · son seems generally to 
.w.ke place alter the completion of his studies 
(1. 259; III. 123, 407); of len I)ower was made 
over immediawly by the father 1.0 the prince, re
turned home from .the Uni versity (IV. 96, 316; 
V.I77). 'Whilst we I'ead in tbo Kummll.sapu.l<JB, 
J utaka (lII . 407) tbat the prince Brnhmadn.tta 
after he returned from 'nikkasili\ was made 

• upari\jall by his fa.thel', to whom he had to 
Curnish a Pl'oo£ of his fl.hility a.nd who was pleased 
with his performances, and thllt after t he death 
oC his fa.ther be ~ucceeded him on the throne, 

, )IIInll, IX . 323, "n..~ (. kifll! .... 100 feel. hi. ~nd "I.pro.chinl) 
,loan gi"O In hit w .... lt .. d~ri~ed from ' .... e. W til" B __ hml>;IU, k.nd 

"ver the rein. of fI'O"!tn" .. mt tt. tbe IOn 'tld lied< dellth "" the 
IHIttlelield." 
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, . 
i t is sa id in tho Clllll.Sll lasomu. Ji\tnkl~ of Prlllce 
SuLasoma th<l.t after hi:o: retun) from TI~kkasil l\ 
he rece in~d from hi!:! fl.\ther th ~ whi ttl umbrella 
(setacchaUu, V. In ), the emhltl lll of l·o.Valty, 
ancll'uled just ly. 

So loug' as tb e king's son is !lot g rown 
UI) aud in case the king has 110 mn le dtlscemlant., 

th e eldest among the younger 

upal'ojja 
367). 

(1. 
brot htlrs or the king gets thtl 

133, kiln iltahhfllli. upaJ'i\.jll., L 11. 

1\That duties and (ull ctions Wtlrc connect. 
tld with the office of 1\ \"ictll'oy, the J iU"kas 
40 not makc c:leal'; theil' ::;tnll'ments are con
fined. to the dtlscri pt.ioll of suptll'ticinl thiugs, 
On ceremoll ial occllsions til \:) 'lIjHlI'tij(l1t sils he
bifld iJJ ~ king on th e back of lIl e eJepllant 
(lI. 3H), a seat which is othel'll'lsc occupied by 
th e pltrolt i,ta . In t he KurudhamlllH Jl\taka it 
is furUle l' explll ined how the ,rieeror goes in the 
eveniJ}g to do the kin g'1'I wOI'k, accom pan iod by u 
large crowd from the st.-eet; "when he has ddven 
to the pa lace he Jealres on the yoke t he l'eins 
and the spiked stick, in case he sleeps in the 

, Botl< the up ........ i .. ". am CfIlltlecWi eIOlel.'· "'ill, .... eI, (lIher ill tl.., 
p.t.8aa.g(l;" IIu ... t;Ol> , It fact " 'h ielo lioll,"" ill h;! .mn,lu.,1II (Cambridge, 
lSOli, p. 2-11) 1'&l ler~ ~"",,'i."<"I. l.l"" ... i~ .. , by "",·1, " r .10 .. ~~IM'l'!I.ion. 

l'~ro~o't" ".~~~". n,jjM!]dI."/;A ,,"',..:ro, "",,~w6J!"h '~uhdtn""~' ~"U'" 
>'Ilf<>LI",,!d ''''~'1".u'.i only oun 111' ........ i • • k·nllle<!, .. al'l>e~ ... frllln Ihe 
~er .e ... hiah follll ..... 
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palace Itfter dinu cr. AI. Ihis sign, the crowd 
disperses, comes agl~i ll t he ne xt. da~' in the 
morn ing' and wnits till tl l(J dctll'oy comes out; 
also t he dri ver who W!18 in charge of th ec,~rriage 

aL night comes tbe no;o.::\ mornin g wi lh Ihe 
can inge to the door of the pala.c~. If. on the 
ol,hc l' hand . th e IIpaJ'(ijfHl wants to return im· 
mediltlcly. he places the re in !lnd t he stick in 
the catTinge ll nd goe.~ to t,he pll lactl to sen 'c th e 
king. 'J'his sign t1ie people recogn ise as mean ing 
that, he will rel.ul'Il immediately and wa it' at the 
gate o[ the paillce," In l't:nlity, we have here 
1\ dv id picture or Coml. lift: in ancient I ndia 
gi\'tm in a (pw st.I'okes; whaL, howc\"cJ', wel'e th 
king's serdces which the I/jJ(frdjfltl per fo rmed , 
we lem'n lloithcl' hel'l.~ 1101' anywhere else in the 
JatHkas,l Also f rom ,the nature of our text. wc 

cannot safely tru ~t to such statements, for 
whenever such sla temtmts occur, they appear 
only as incideuta l re mar ks. The lHu'ra tor of a . -

story is ' -ery lit.tle coucern~d 

wi tli the IIcl.ulIl political ill~ti· 

Lutions ; tbe events III th e interior of thel 
palace, in the cuamoerS or the hulies, p10ts 
and pa lace intrig ues occupy lha fOl'eground of 
Ids in terest. In this the up(lJ'{ijim naturally plays 
- ------ ----

, '1'11,,1, .. """ .. :110111" 10 .h" /"<",''''~''In • • \· on II,,, Mllloil>t\'i"ia"M SnUII. 
II,,. upllr"i).!" 1" .. 1 II .hH~ in Ihe Q,j,,,illill .... liv,, or JUI..i,·", "1'1"'." 
.. lready r .... ", lh,. reQui.r\I: ",...Ie .t II, 1v7 fout-UOlu. 
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an important pal-L; we'read ]'cpentedly of the 
killg'~ fears that the Itl ltl}'o:j(rn might I.)(·c(,me too 
powel'ful and domillate him, und of disciplilmry 
measures tuken hy him to gUllrd agai nst such all 
6ventll!1Iity. In the Sllccajl~ ,Jt\taka (IIL6i) it 
is narraled how the king sees his son on active 
serdC6 and how at t.he sight of him, the thought 
occurs to the king that he may probably injure 
him. He calls the pdnce and sa~'s to him , "~I y 

dear SOil , so long as I lun Iidng, you shall not 
live in the town; rcmo"c ~'otlr residence else
where and accept the reins of governlllent after 
my death." Such hlluisblll6nt.s of the up(wdjan 
do not seldom occur, according to the J ftt.akRS 
(II. 203, 220) ; also the [ CU I'S of the king wcre 
not always without fouud,lt,ion , as the 'l 'husa 
JA.taka shows (III . 121 sq.); the sixteen-year
old princ~ plots against t.he life o r the king; 
he comlllunicates his plall to hi s servan ts who 
strcng then him in his resolvc: "You are righl. 
o King, whaL is the use of kingship if one get!! 
it in old age; you must in some way or other 
kililbe king and take upon your~lf the rul er
ship." 'I'he king discovers 1\11 pJot.s, binds the 
prince ILnd imprisons him .. 'Vhllt. is remarkable, 
however--one mo.y see in this a proof of how 
deeply-rooted the id6l\ was in the people's minds 
that the son was the legitimate heir to the throne 
- is, that the 8lol'Y ends with the \l'ords, ~. After 



135 

~he (ullom\ ceremomie!:C of the deceased king 
werc over, the Iwince was relensed lind the reins 
of govern ment handed OVt'r to him." 

H ow fa r ill addition to the 11j)al'dJan the 
remain in g members of the ruli ng house 'Part i
cipated in the admin istmtion does not appeal' 
clearly froID the ,HUakas. Onl~' , t hat slandin g' 
next in rank to the vicero~', tho sentipali was n 
kinsma.n of the king, we read from the Deva
dl1l/1IIma Jlilaka, where it is said that the king 

• gives his you nger b"OLhc l' th e 
IIpamjiu nlld his Blrp-hrot hel' 

t.he office of d(!IIo,pati. --;; / 

The less formal the participation of the 
king's relations in the adm inistration WI\S, th(' 
more must the stale iun-e lost. the chnracter 
of an absolute mOIlfn'chy ami appronched that. 
of an oligarchy . . mel ber we ha,'e to sup
pose t he ex istence of oligarchies for the Vedic 
age, or whether in course of time, along WiUl 
monarchies, Slates wi t.b fl O oligarchiMI forn of 
gove]'l)ment gl'll.dunll,v developed themseh-es, I 
cannot decide. l As a matter of fnet, nccording to 
Buddhist and J ninn SOllrce~, there werC' oJigar
chies in Buddha's time in Easlern India. "'l'he ..,l 
proper constitution of the cit.y of VaiSQll" which . 

, Of. Oil the ,!"ution, Zi.Ilmer, AII,,,,,,,.dn Lf'''''~, p. 1';6, ~'o,. , Di~ 

Kb.,I~1wt O_fl, p.)' , 
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Lassen ' mentions amI of which he says that it is 
found ' nQ\\'hel'o ..:Iso in Ill\ciellt India, is ill no 

wny the onl y example of all oligmcbical regime. 
According to the Jnina accoun ts,! there reigned" 
as subject Staie!l o[ Vnisillt, nine confederate 

' Licclull+j princes in K osala and nine !Unlln ki .' 
princes in KMi land . 'J'II e Pali t.exls clevi'lotc 
from this lrnd it. ion in so (ar as they kilo\\' of only 
olle I\l' istocl"af.i c cOllfed erf\c ~' of the l,icchnl'"is in 
VeSf't lt and plnce t he ~at, of i he )Inl las-I SUpPDRC 
that this il' identiCfll wi th the "Mallakift o[ the 
.Tl\inass- n!. Kusintl.ri\ and P;\y!\; also accordi ng 
to the Buddhist somce!', Ihe two prince),\" houses 
!lol'e absolutel)' independent of ench 'othcr. The 
l..icch ln· i ~. the l'u]prs oC ill e V,.,jji",· pla,\' c<I, llC

cording to th~ P tlli tex t;!, flll i nl l>ort~H t pnrt in 
t.he political life find g'nye the neig hbouring king 
or Magadha m ueh trouble; W6 lea J'J\ I,"om the 
Ma hApar in ibb""a Sulta tJmt Aj~lnsuttu, lhe SOil 

and SllCCf'SsOl" of ]~imbis" rn, wanted to ex termi

• [r. 00) 
nat.e th e powC'rfu l Vnjj is, and 
to gUllrd ngain~t th eir lI.ttnckl! 

Clansed a lorll"Q.ots to be built h~' hi.'! mi nisters 

--~, --- -
• ' . divh. II lImh •• h"d ... 2n,1 1':,lItkln, \" .,1 2 . p. SO. 

• ":.1 .... (111'11, § 12S npd X"L". rl. 'J"Nl!;]' I)". R;nll~·",!., Bonn 

1893, 11. 106. 
• A" ooml'let,,11 ... lt .... td~n t, I onn't r"",l'd tlll,,;~. Jludy I, •• d"ne 

( Bud,lhi.", . 1'.1l2). • 
• Th. V"jji._8kr. "fiji., were"".1!IL! living ,,,,rI ll or tke GlIDgft i" 

Videh ... 



137 

Sunidha and Vasaki\.ra which Inter become P atali
putra, the capital- of the Magadha kingdom. 
Of much less political significance was the 
family, ( I'om which Buddha himself ,,:as 
de8cended, the S!'tkyas of Kn.pilavatthu; our 
source further mentions \th a~ t btly stood in a 
relation of depe ndence (dt.U1.PatUfItiHk4tUt, IV. 
145) to the K OSala king. 
f I n these free l'itl.~tes we have also, i t appea.rs 

to me, to seek the II'OAC<f al'toO'Op.ot, of which 
Megasthelles 1 spQ:aks. That by these republics a re 
to be understood, seems to me bardly probable . • What the Greek messenger suow and what he 
tried to express by the word '''...01101<''' , was, i ll my 
opinion, only the fact that in the immediate 
neigbbourhOod of greH,t monarchies, such as, the 
kingdom of Magadha , whose capital town Piltali. 
imira itself was, ind.iv iduai cities or small sta tes 
main tained their independence and were autono
mous. That, moreover, the constitut ion of t hese, 
MmaU states was wholly different from that in' 
the monarchies, I cannot accept; the differeJco 
consisted, in my opinion, only in the greater or 
less part which the remaining members of the 
royal (amilies took . in the government by the 
sicie of the king and by which they more or less 
limit.ed his absolute power. A n\jan stood even 

• 
~ . "malli, l/Od"" Ohapter XI. 9. 

18 
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III Ve!ffi.1'i and other free stat es at the head of 
the government, though he was only pril1W& 

intel' pares, I who had precedence over hi s 
kinSlT'en in the Council. ']'he iattl'r, hO\\'6"6I', 
whet.her in their posit ion as upul'i1.ian or sellapali, 
or as members of the Council, exercised no ' 
small influence upon the gV"crnmenl. 

, Cf. O!denl>erg, Bw.ddb,]1. 101 . 

.. 
• 

• 

• 

, 

\ 
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CHAP'rElt VI 

'rIU~ Knw'~ Ol'FlCEH.S 

III the .J(l.takas, where the king apptmrs to 
liS throughout al'l an a.hsolutl' I rul~r. which he 
prohably mar have been in the great' monarchies 
of tbe east. the advisory element of the ndminis· 
Iratio11 is represented by the ministers (ama.cca8,. 
or 1\ participat ion of tho people in the ndmini8-
tration of the State, of 1\ limitation of the kingly 
power throu gh the will of the people, such as 
we find ill the Vedas,' there is nowhere any 
talk in the Buddhist ngtL We must admit that 
qnder the stupefy ing influence of the climate 
~nd long peace, which followed the subjugation 
of the aboriginal races nnd which was only 
broken by occasiolH\i quarrels with the neigh
houring kings or with races who were ndt 
completely subj ugated and who lived in the 
frontier, the streugth Illid political independoDce.-
of the people decreased. '1'he secure possession 
of an over-rich 11\0(1 clid awn.y with the necessity 
fOr individuals to serve the king ,,,ith their arms 
and defend their ~ome which was at first 
Ii.hle to frequent attacks; as they felt them
se'IV8S ~\\fficiently protected by t.he king a.nd his 

, Z!mmft", Alli.w...lI.-. ""~, p, 172, 
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strong arm)', they directed their thoughts towards 
increasing and improving t heir worldly posses
sions and ensuring tbe prosperi ty of the family. 
'l'hrough this t he condition of the people 
improved, "ast accumulation of wealth took 
place, agriculture, trade and commerce flourished : • 
With this ~rogress of civilization, there ' went 
hand in band a de~clopment of the communal 
senAe-a» it did in Greece after the Persian 
wars; where Indian thought, dissociated from 
worldl~f things suhserved higher interests, it was 
mostly occupied with metnphysical questions, 
with anxiety for the welfare of the soul. ' • 7. The ancient power of the people manifesting, 
itself in the S(l.miti was transferred to the council 

(p. 92.) 
of ministers and here i t developed 
in to a (/lctor wh ich had an extra-

ordinar~', and under certain circumstances, even 
a dominating, influence. 'We sa w above, in the 
discussion relating to the .~uccess ion of the king, 
that the decillion regardin g the succession to the 
throne was often left to the ministers; we a L'K) find 
men tion of t.he I\ctua\ exercise of sol'ereign powe1"s 
uy the ministers ; besides the ptl.Rsage already 
quoted from the Gl'mdMra Ji\tnka, it is mentioned 
in the Ghats JA.ta.ka. also that t he king, sick of 
worldly life, hands Ol'er the reins of gOl'ernment 
to the ministers (rajjaqI amacc{Lna.1!I niyyi\det, .. 

~ C/ .Ol dtl'bbe.... BIlddAG., p. t t 1Iq. 
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III. 170). Proba.bly, the question here, a~ 
in the short absence or the king (l'om the 
city mentioned in the Rl\.jov!'u:la. J t\taka (jlloa-

. padaIp parigal,bissl\mUi amacce rajjA.(fI pa.ticch~
petva II. 2). is only of a temporary direct·ion of 
Stale a.ffn.irs. .L.eaving: '~side snch exceptional 
cases, ·the influence of po,rticulariministcrs upon 
the conr He of in1,t,rnal !;tud external politics 
depcmls upon the in telligence and energy of 
the then head of the State. Not every king 
could be so iudeeendcllt of bis ministers, oould 
bebave so arbitrarily with them as the M:agadha 
Ki~g Bimbisilra. of whom it is said in the Cula
vaggn of the Vinaya Pit-aka (VII. 3.5), that be 
stripped some of his ministers (mahl\matts;s). 
who had advised him badly, of the ir offi9cs, 
degmded other ministers with whose advice 
he wa.~ not satisfied, and promoted t.hose, whose 
advice he approved ' of, to !tigher positions. In 
t he .Jla.takas f"ven, we find exnmples of 
such an Mbitrary treatment of ministers J ; 

but there occur in contrast with them, cases 
where the king makes over the entire cbarge 
of government to a ministRr and willingly 
abide~ hv his ~upcrior advice. . . 

, In"",nvl!nie.a ,-",ullcilio", II .. , kiai/ IfOIU rid of, prot.bly ol'l~" 

0" hi' "-;on 10 tbe .broll<!. oa .. bich ooe .. ioD. a. meDtioned in thto 

Dtwh .. uklLa Uta*'-, h " .... miDe. the ellioe. of tbe mln;.ten and u.. 
du,*, uolpoNl to .b .... ~ (a"'ll(ll'inalplhtnlnl.,lni W'lelretd, 11 1, Il3QJ 
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3.'be court of [b~ king consistfl in the epics 
of country nobles, the king's allies, the ling's 
relations lind feudatOl'~' kings : to these are to be 
added the priests wh o lik&wisf' liplong to the 

[p 1I:t] 
King's Coullcil hut who Seel!! 
to btlordr.aumitted by gril.dUR~ 

stages into thp knighily as!:embl~·.1 We ' find 
I\nnlogiclIl conditi ons in the .l ah\k1\~, th ough 
only pl\rt.inll~r . A..- the "P(l1'(i:iCIII I\lwa~' 1i i'l, 
so alsc iii the 8f>/lapali ~onmtirnl'fI a relat ion 
of the king, a Nlfffli,ycr ( I. lH:l; lV . 168) : 
of other amccs which wert' also 111 the 
hands of the k/wlfi.'1f1R we Icnm, 011 the othcl' 
hand, nothing fl'om the J !\tnklls, nol' do WQ 

find Any conq uered 01' friclldl~' princes in 
the service of the king. Ii regards the share 
of the Brflhmal)flli in the admillistl'ation, this 

is limited 10 individual ca~s. 
-question i~ of the king'14 officers, ministprs and 
BrAhmsQ-/ls are reckoned as separat.e cll\s~es and 
indeed, the lAUer, along with the othel" classel' of 
people (the !Jftlwpat-is, etc.), l.lf(' set ovc)' against thf' 
ministeNl (amacclL ca brtJ,h7ll(f~Ut.9(fhnpoli.dd(f!ln 

ca, I . 260). 'l 'b lls we find this clistinction in 
the KumbhaU,ra Jtttaka, .where it is described 
how, N.ccording to the Court etiquette, the mango 
is 6rst eaten by the king, then by lhe ministers, 

• 
" . , Roplr.iu. I..,. p. W. 
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tiHm by th~ Bra.hfnllol)l:&S, 'then by the !llth(/pati" 

v 
IjIte. (Ill. ~ 76). At th~ cotonation ctwe mony, 
there slaud round t.he throne of the king, at a 
distance from tlach other (ekato-~k(lto), t he min is
teTs, i.hc lirahmal)lls, the gahapatis, etc., ail also 
the citiztms alld the danc:itl!!: gir ls (liT. 40'B). 
)f.ore cleurl y is t he oPPOSitiO~1 between a~lacca 
itnd b/'(J,IIf1/.(f~la ex pressed in the lUahll.mora J Ataka.: 
the ministers re fer the king, ",lien he puts a ques
tion I'elating to the mean ing of a dream, !l.!l 

they themselves don't, know how to int.erpret it, 
to the Br!'thmtll)aS with the words: " The BrlI.h
mal)US know ii , 0 oreal king" (IY. 335). 

From the quotat.ions it. IS e"idellL that" 
hy the expression lI1JI.(JCCrt, no Khattiya or BrI\h
mUI)u, is in general to be understood. Hut to 
wbat, C'lSte do the ministers belong, if Ihey are 
not to btl looked ul>9n either as KhKttiyas or 
a.!I . Urfi.hmIlQlls? r n m~' opinion, they do not I 
alwKYs belong to the same caste; tbe ama~CtU " 

fO l"n1 a class by themselves which is generally 
hereditary, and in coDsequtlllCC of this heredi· 
tary character, to which probably, as "in the 
case of the Kbattiyas, H. speciu lly Ctc\"eloped class
cOll8oiominess is joined, posSt%Se8 II. certain, 

:1 though distant, resemblance 
(" . 11-4. ) 

wit h !\ t&lie. ,Yhen asked 
about his jali, a milliliter or some oue belonging 
to "bim" would perhap~ · halVe rcplieil, if be W&8 
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neither a. Klutttiya llOr 11. Bri\hmal)R, .. I come 
of a ftunily of minilSttlrs" (amacc:akltio, II . 

i 98,125).} 
Froml t.his, howtln~r , it should not ltL all be 

iuftll'rcd that notenlll occasionall y did Ihe J3rl\b -. 
mru:m act lUi a minisj,er of the k ing and in tbil!!' 
way exercise some in fiueJJce e vel' him us well 
WI o"er Ule governmellL Of tb e two minist.en 
of BimbisAra, a lready IUtlotiolled , OIlC, VU::Isakttm, 
wb om the king cmploy!:! in the construction of 
I~ fortress and thus in purely worldly matters, 
belongs to the llrft hm8.J}./L caste. Also the aUIuJ,
dll(t11wlanl/~d8aka ((maceo, the" guide of the king 
in worldly a ud spiritual mB-t.OOn," repeatedly 
mentioned in the JM.a.kas. seems always to be a 
BrA.hmal').a. In the 'Sattubhasta J u.tltka., this 
'fact of beloll gin g to the Bri\llIns1).a caste is 
clearly stat<.>d; the BrilhmaQlt, who 'ha!l gone to 
the court of t he king of Kiisi after finishing 
his ijtudies, receives the favour of the ruler and 
is loaded with honours by him , "The king "
so i t is .!i<l id fUl,ther-" made him minister and 
was guided by him in worldly a.nd spiritu&1 
things" (atlhaii ' co. dhmlllllwi co. an/l~d8i. Ill. 
342). ltegarding the particular functions o[ 
this aUhadhat1Ulla"tlsasak(, amacca we learn 
nothing defiuite (rom our sources; still we shall, 
I hope, not 00 wrong if we compare his position 
witb that of the Chancellor in medieval 
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European Cour ts which post was generally 
held by the clergy. Even the Indian" Chan
cellor" of that time seems sometimes to take 
into his own hands all the reins of government, 
for very often the attlladltammtimUJlisaka amacca 
is clJaracterised !\s one ver~ed il1 all branches 
of public life (sabbatthaka, II. 30, 74). In this 
"guide of the king in worldly and spiritual 
matters" of the JMa.kas we have to recognise 
the amatyarnukltya of t.he law-books, of whom it 
is said by Manu (vII. 141), "His first minister, 
who is versed in law, is wise, possesses self-con
trol, and is of good family, he will put i,nto this 

[ po 96.] 

su~ects.'H 

position, ii he is himself fatigued 
with matters concerning his 

c.~~omewhat less general ure the statements 
/of the Jl\takas conce~ning the " leader of the 

army," the senl\.pati; of this officer they give 
us no clear picture hut only a vague description. 
Often, as we saw. himself helonging to the 
ruling family. he seems to occupy a prominent 
place among the ministers, sometimes even the 
first place i in the Cullasut&soma Jfl.tako., the 

I King calls bis mini'sters, Mving decided to 
renounce worldly life, with the senll.pati at their 

- , 10 "~n: VII. 58, the qlle::::-:-ob::'ly.:;:ueh. :'iniIr, 
... hoil hero~ llIe" ben of all" (IIU"VBlhi.'t' ,. iii,hlA)....:1. 8rih~ 

C/o Foy l.e~ f'o el ... 
'9 
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head (8(!llapalipa»~ukldll1i asitiamat.'c.1Buh,a8sulli, 
V. 178). Whether this office, conformably to 
ih literal meaning-scnl'tpat i means" chief of tbe 
army " --WlLS prin(;ipf\l l~' a military one, does not 
appear clearly from our Lexts; probably. in wars. 
the .!Ienapati occupied the next bighest military. 
post after the kin g. 1 In times of peace, he seemed 
to play a part which had little or nothing to do 
with the army; his chief work seemed ruther to 

I be tbe admi nistrati on of justice. We read of a 
sen1111ati who in discbarging his duties as I,~ judge 

, takes bribes (oillicCltymn kuronto lmicmi! khl1dati) 
and thereby gives property to the wrong persons 
(astl.1ni.ke s{tul ikc knroti, II. 18G) . 

Of a participation of the BellUpati in 
legislation, t.he all-cady-quoted passage from the 
'l'esakun3 JlHaka speaks, where legislation in 
aceordancfl with t he Scripture is ascribed to him, 
Aftel' refusing the kin gship offered to him by 
the ministers, he writes OIl a gold tablet, before 
he goes into the solitude of tho forest, the laws to 
be followed III administering justice (vi1Iiccaya. 

{p 06.] 
dlul1}WUf, v. 125). " II is opinion
so it is said Ilt the cud-remained 

in force for forty thousand sears." 
~~~~--~~~~~~ , B&lidOOI the _4pali, a,,·..,th .... offiOllr ;1 mO"lio"ed ill tlla Jltak .. 

.... owe title alllO poillUl W a """"""I;" " wit .. tho I . my, na u,oly, the ..... /w1. 

_4,..ui. 'fhe "ul,. '_II"" whero 1 hllVe round th1, melltioued 
(,'_10.., 11. Jitaka, v. I lij) giv ... ,,' uo oleror idoa looul hi, ,..,,, ,,1;005 

onl,. lbat he I, a higb oW""., i, ... h.t it Itipulale&. 
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Along with the circumstance stated here, 
t hnt the s(>n~pati was offered tbe kingship, 
i t may be ment.ioned, as prooi of the importnuce 
of his position , that the resident.s of the city, 
when their request for help is refused by the 
king, resolve to go to the s€'nilpati, think ing, 
"'fhe king cares nothing fo r the city, we will 
inform the senltp..'l.ti .. (V. 459 sq.) 

Wherein, in part icu la r, the judicia l work 
of the sel1 apati difTe .'s from that of the minister 
of justice (tlimccll./fli11lflcca). whose proper pro
vince- as his name implies - was the admill is
tmtion of justice, is not c"ident from '-he J !lta
kas. According to the shd.cment made, in the 
commentary on the 'Mahhparinibbl'lna Sutts. 
the r;f,/Iicc/wyantahdmallos represen ted the first 
and lowest stage of judicial work; t heir 
judgment ",us only firmJ. in the Cl\Se of acquittal; 
in other cases, the matter was I'eferred to the 
vohtirika8.' I n contrast with th is, t he "inie· 
chay6macca fl.ppeal's to be an important perso
nality ; his protest succeeds, as we have 
already scen, in revising a wrong judgru ent 

, Th "Kill.e"oe of til ... " I",h4rik.u.Sk. ,,)'40 ~"'h4l>;t ... , I h .. ·" lIoe 

f. lonnd in the Jiitak .. ; w" me<); thom, ho ... " .. e r, ;n ~h" Vin.y. Pi\&k .. 
[II M.hii ... II'JI"', 1.40.8, the Ki n!!' 8imbi.", ..... b th" ""Uril;" .... ~40Ill~!l .. 
wbAt p.milhment he d_ n H who inlti.teIl • h ired lIO[dier illto the 

l'fI!igio", Ordll. ~ in;<lnll .... gga, VI. 4..9, they becomo the .nbjed or. d. 
o ... ian betWlle1i AAalbapi=;ll,lika lind th" prilloe J"ta, lfllli'OIU,-,"" 

""' to lind_and by tbe "oJ .. ,ri"" .....JI4_UII' "jndie;.1 of&orr." 
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pronounced by the ' king in favour of the 
priest . " 

Although, owing to the nature of our 
text, it is not everywhere possible to venture any 
general conclusion from any par ticular passnge, 
one can mention t.he K urudhamma JA.taka (If. 
380) as a proof of this, tha t the "ministers of 
justice" not only gave ju(licial decisions, but 
also advised on matters of law and mommy. 
A prostitute received 1,000 gold pieces from 8. 

youth, and as he promised her that he would 
come back, made a vow that she would not 

receive the least thing from any 
other man, cyen if it was only 

a grain of paddy. After she bad waited 
in vain (or three years (or his return , 

[po 97.] 

without breaking her vow and had become at last 
poor, she went to the court and asked the oillic
ch«(!lamalutmattas for their ad vice: .. My lords, 
it is three years since <to man gave me money 
and weut away ; whether he is dead, I don't 
know. I have no means of livelihood, 'What 
shall I do ?'" They advised ber to return to her 
former profession. 

A very important personality for the 
king-the increase of king's wealth depended 
obviously in no small degree upon his work-was 
the rajjuka or the rajjugflbaka amaCC8, lit., 
.. the rope-holding minister," that is, as appear! 



from the description contained in the Kuru
dhamma JMaka, the "surveyor," the cadastral 
offi cer of the king.1 As we saw in the 

(p. 98.] 
account of tbe kin g's revenue, 
tbc lands of the tax.-paying 

subjects were measured, either to determine 
Lhe amoun t of rent payable b.)! them to the 
king or to deter"1ine from tho extent of land 
the average prod uce to bc brougbt to the killg's 
storeroom. " 'Vhether the minister himself 

, BOhl"r ,ho .... in the "Z"itlchif~ deT D. &1. 0.," \'01. 47, 18D3, p. 

466 .cj., the idep t il)' of thi, n.jjllka .. ith the r4jG ..... or kojNb,. mept iOlled 

io the iOfM)ri ption. of AlOb, the high".t nllloo", nf t be Government. 

The AOOOont of the rajjng,1,hkA ftmAOOa gi .. en in the Knrudhmm .. 
Jil .. b IIOOm, to be 10 .imple, ""obviou~, th .. tit i, dillleult to undentand 

.. hy Roup in hil tranllition of the Ji.t,ku (Ol.mhridge, 189:';, p. U 7) 
talr" tbe n' .... ning "cart..driver" gi .. en by Childe", (Pali DOctoo104rr. 

"nder the ,,(lrd .... ji"). Doubta on ly oni ... r<>garding ... bether .. nd in 
.. bAt .... y tbe .... jjwhl or .IIjjvg4h" .... am .. ",,,, ... a.o engaged in bi .. g .... d 

ootlccting tho tar,," . ... hetber b ~ i, to be ""ncei .. ed, .. B4h1.,........,1.1 to 

do, " a" tu.offieer ... ho maUurel the field" (for tbe purpoM of fi:rillg 

Ihe land t.u). I don' t oon.ider my ... lf compelled, .. I ban Al...,..!y 
.id, to aooopt tbe InfnN'n.,., from tho m .... n ... ment of land. to .. 
"land_taK," .. nd oyea the nireuml!a.noo that in the Ka .... Jatab 
(IV. 169), in i"'m&diMe connoction ... jtb tho mcuu,"",mont of th. field by 

roral 01'1100", the qneotion of reminion of ta.". ooou .. , dOOl not _ m 
to me to .,.tabli.h eoneln .. vely Ibe uileenco of Ibe land tar, for br 

boli, a ta.:I: 0 11 the produce, a nKed pel'l>entap of the croPI' raiMd, might 

"er, .. ell be meant. E ve .. the method of collocl;ni th. !a.KOO notioed by 
u ... bo .... giv .. UI nO find dau. by ... hieh to deo;,ido tbllt qnOlltion, .. by 

tho nom ... hieh .... n'tMUllI"Od io front of th .. kiug'. gran....,., "'0 mitrht 

unde ... tand ....... ll a portion of the pl"(JdnO\l lI .. n amonnt bed for I II 

time, II Sround.rent. Agai uri the lupp""iliou of I lloh .. ground 
rent t hBnl ;1 li ... t t be cireumfJlall DII th .. t neithor in tho Ia .. bo<>b 
nor ill the f!pica i, it ev'n mentioned thM tho .uOl whieb Il1'O 
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measured the lands, or whether officers nctmg 
under his supervision measured the fields, as 
the KAma, J iltaka ( IV. 169) shows, cannot 
be determined fl'om the two mutually contra
dictory statements; what seems more probabl ~ 
is that the episode of the Kurudhamma JlI.liLkl\.' 

owes it s origin to the nt.te mpt of the narratol' 
to give as ancient a colouri,ng as possible to 
the events described b~' him. 

It is, however, narrated how the ,'ujj'ltgullltku 
at/l.acca is one day busy m the 1)I'o\'ince, 
measu ring a field. He fastens a rope to a 
stick, and whilst he gives one end of the l'ope 
to the owner of the field, he himself holds 
the other end (aud wan ts to put the stick on the 
ground ~. In this way the stick got into the hole 
of a crab,- He re flects, " If I push the stick 
into the hole, the crab will pcrish, if I pillce the 
~tick in front, the kin g will sutfer loss, if I 

• , 
only 1<1 be pe.;d in the form of " ""rLion of \.1,0 y&arty 

prod .. "" "re 1.0 be lookod oPO" "" ront of ~h~ ground; .... Lb ... , t"~ ' 
.e,,,p\~1 of Lhe <'O"o",;eat;o"l u!llo. "Iroady Inen~;oned, ~uo n rn&lln;nl 

when the q"<IItioll i. of a peroentage of the proo:\uC<!; ro. had he ~ 

to pay "ground.ront, he wou Ld onLy hAn injllre<i h;mteLf Rnd not the 
ting. Thllt, n'worLhol .... , in lOme ""rto of India en", in th e older 

Bnddhinioage . 11' ........ d . ... "'t WU not 001'100100, illu",ly not pro~od; 

it II ... ther probahlll that in dj!J~redl tingdcltn .. tb .. mode of tUI tion 

..... difl"e...,.nt. 
, What i, meant he"" III BUhler, (1.0., p . .j.(}9) "' .... rk .. i, the t../ld 

craM which one fioda in mall,. parLI of lDdi., lllpecially , in damp 

.,lacet. 
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place it behind, the farmer will be injured, what 
is then to be done ?" 

Dy such con ~iderations, however character. 
istic th6~' may be of thinking influenced by 

[p. OO.] 
Buddhistic morality, an officer can 
hardly be guided; t.he scruples are 

represented in the narrative itself as exampl~ 
of excessive conscientiousness. Rather, we bave 
to suppose from the extremely ironical charac
ter of iha JAtakas, tbai frequent cileatings on 
thtl part of the To)'a l surveyors may ha\'c ser"cd 
l\S Illl occasion (or t his narrative. / 

'Vith the 1'ajjllgtihaku (llJIucca, .. the sur
veyor, " th!' series of royal officers mentioned 
ex pressly 118 min isters (amacca) comes to an 
end; of the remaining numerous courtiers it is 
doubUul wbether t hey are to be reckoned as 
belonging to the catc!:?'ory or amaccas. In part, 
they 'lre called, as well as tho "taxing officers" 
(DOl:u\lnA.pab) .. m.al/Q,uwltas, "or great import
tmce, esteem," an expression whieh is probably 
to be regarded as a designation of a.n office, 
similar to that o[ an alluwcal but is perhaps only 
to be treated as a prcdicut.e, corresponding to our 
"grandeo, magmite." \Vbl\lever that may be, 

o 

, SyDOuym ..... ly witb ,,_eca tbl' word _~tt • .. ob ........ I' 

"lied ill the~;- of the Vi .... ,.a I'i\oak. q-.od abo"- The inlCtip. 
u...:. .'-0 n_ the word i. tbioo Ie ..... C/. "Zei~br. d. Oe"Ltebe.. 

1il0000tlnl. 0 ....... Vol. 1ft, pp. 2'6'1, 276. 
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this much seems to me certain, that the malui
matta and the a1llacca, 8 S woll as the other, 
courtiers, belonged to one and the , same class, 
namely, that of "people in the king's pay and 
service," the 1'aja lJl/Ouoas,l wlio are reckoped in' 
the PAtimokkha (Nissuggiyn 10). along with the ' 
khatti!l(l8. orl1ltt1la~1a8 and galiapati8. as a special 
class, In the passage of tho rn.timokkha in 
question the matter is this : A monk has been 
given n. valuable object through a messenger, 
in exchauge for which he wanted garments; as 
givers of such a present, which only weallby and 
aristocratic~eople alone cun possess, j here are 

[po 100.] 
mentioned in order, the king, 
those in tbe king's pay, the Brlh

maQ,a, the householder (ritju. vA rljabhoggo v!\ 
hrlllimal).o, vI), gabapatiko vfl.), Comparison with 
this passage of the PlLtimokkha has made me 
suppose-of the tentatiye character of this 
supposition I am perfectly consoious-that by 
the word rajaliikr. mentioned in the AssalCtyana 
Sutta,' which has alr.eady been noted, If royal 

,. R4jQb~~1I il upllLilled ill the 8I1tt. ... ibbafl~, Ni~y. 

10 .%_1 (Vill.Y. Pi\6k& ed. Old~ ... blll'l{, .vol. 3, p. 222)~. "onn who 

..,.,.; .... I1 .... libood . • lId mOtley" (11<' J:oei ... ,,1110 6haltaww...t1t4nl). A 

eimil.r idea ito upt"l'uod by ~oblt~~ (M.ha"agga, J. 40. 3 ~.; 00. I I 

76. I ), onty ..aj~b""'~ _ mt to IRO to luI .. o • narrower meanrllfl" . nd 
to denote especially . mel'lll!nRry IOldier III Ihe krn~' •• nny . 

• Ed. Pitebel, p. 1880 : K .... UJylOkllll brlhllJ).kull rijafU!., lr.ul' 

",.. .... 
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officers" tU'O to be undcrsl,ood. A Iso here 
t hl:! higlwst. c1!\sscs of Ill e popu h\tion nre 

" en umerated, 115 iu the PMimokkha, wi th 0111,\' this 
difference,that thcqa71l'f'lHt/isare omitted; the fh~t, 
to he mentioned are the Kh,alt.iyns, col'responding: 
to fho raja o[ the Puti mokkha, tI un-p,'obnbly, 
tlu'ough coul'lc!I), to Asslt.li\,nIllR,-JU the second 
place a nd berm'o the nija.iiias, t.he B l'l\h mal).1\S 
and lhil-rll.". the 1·djaji.i'uI8. I think these urI) 
icicnLi(k1. ! with the J'li:jr,fJItO!l!J(fll amI thaL b~' this 
word " people iu tht! kiu!;'!! service, high officials 
or the king, court.ier~ " MC to be Lmderstood.! 

1'h" " 'Y01ol"l'l':<' of r4j"iii/ll M[WlfIkl NO doubt "g""''' t id, ~[ ...... [n 

.. Sn"p:ri~ ,4j .. ~1Ii' "'''''''~ ~ prino ... ly , roy"I" Bhd """11 1>0,10"1'''1 to tI,~ 
ruY1I1 family," ~nd if r 4jo";',. ill Pali p"",,, ... ,,d ~hi~ m(>a •.• nll. 110" wo.d 

r4jtu,,,,,hl~ ",u.t .... 1~ ia d"n" in ]>i8<:hel'~ trans]at;on, lie t .. "'"]RtOO by 
' ..,y,,] (omil,..' ]lut,,,~ i .... "II. !cIl,,"'n. Ps]; ... on! . hR,'" ,."..,. ofum 

d,,"i"loo (..,'" lhe s,.".lcrit "1,..""Io_gy "nd that r4jnMitI. U l~ut ill 

II,i, puage or the "".iil,."",,' 51111.4. """"ot ]oa . .. d,e me .. ,lillJ,: of 

Ibe Sa"",.it ro\ia ~ !fi' ••• m,,, to me bt>~'o,,,1 doubt , bwa"lM! oH,e.wi .... 
Ih"w>,~pt 'l,rinool)"",,. .. 1 ' ,,'oold b& roper-led t ... i~~. oUef!lbro,,!;h 

k""IIi~" "nd .. Moond tio"e through r4julill(J., To du.e.ib" Khattiy •. 
kulll, a. "warrio. (ao.il,. ", ,""d 10 l(>I>k "p"n tho _Ie. klo"ttiyaknJ... 

brihm"',,,,klll,,. rija!>liIIkpla, &I an alOC"ding 0"'" i. opp<)tl!tl to the 
tormiuol~1 of Pali luxI .. of d,"I time .. n<l th"t' f"""d In the A ... II,."a 
Sutta, .,.hieh ..... to un<l""","11 by klwolh'W<U tho princoly 01" ro)'.l r .. ..,il;'" 

. nd 1.0 lIiye in . " onnmorat;(H' " f CIIlt..., tho high ... ! .. nk, th" .... t 
and fore".".! ]IOIition w lobe '~Ititll, 

; PI""",,, ;1 will be objoctO!!d "/l"iu_t n.~ ti,,,, J h"n. ,Luch,,,] lOU 

n",c" iml'(>rl~ncOl to r"i~ 1~"'8R1i:'l of Lho A_lay""" SIIua ""d Ihl prob . 
.. bly.he ,,'01',1 r4J,,;, .... i. 1\11 ""'01'. Th ... 1 can nOI aOC<"l'J, r!>r Ill" 

"' "l~ cnQ"'~"lLio" of tl,,, ' " ....... kilt " i ..... llCated ill eXACtl,. ,he aft'"'' 
form lhrtle Ii"," "n,l 1>i>ea.,,'" .b. E1ud\l\.i~L;C: writo .. w .. re parli, 

Oil] .... !,. ""'TOfu1 nOOnt Ihei r terllli"nlo..,. . 

'0 
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By his profession,' the " produce-mcasu l'er" 
f;tands next to the J'{/jjiiutilmka; 
as befit s hi~ Ilame dOJ.Ulmtipa/;.a,' 

1'. IOL 

\ lit" "OILO who mca:,ures with H. (h',v Ill Ca811L'e," 

tilt:! t.<l. ... 1;- del'olves upon him of measuring 
the produce g-il'eu h,\' the OWlleL'S of l<md 

" (guha putis) a~ the porlion of th e king (rtijctbllf.iUa ). 

lIe is th us the proper la x officer of the king, 
whilst tllP l'II.i.jllkfl in my I·jcw had no 
direct connection with the collection of taxes. 
' Vhetht!r or nol hi." 11'01'1;- a!; descrihed above, 
can be cn llelt difficult 01' specill ll)' honourablc, 
he must h/we beeu one of the importan t 
personages ' in th !" COLlI't, 1'01" to him also 
the Lille maldiw(fffll, "of g reat weight, 
estecm," is gil'en ( II. 378). It is probable that 
cycn t.his mUTatin."', lik e the account of the 
work of the surl"t}~'or, pmposely descrilJes the 
pri mililTtl conditions of fO I'!~!er times, of which 
the plj() pl e had on ly it faint memor)', and t.hat 
ill reality, prolmhl,\' , ill Buddha's lim ~, on ly tlw 
ti(le dOl.Ulmllpakff rCllutillPd a nd 1101, the work 
denotec\ lJ~' it, Ilamel.\,. measuring corn with 
one's own hands. This was I:rohtlbly IISSiglletl 
Lo 11.11 arlll\' of !';uhOl-d illatt;;l officers in which 
Ctlt.egOl'Y \\"~ 11lHSt also include tiLl' tax-coJlectors.~ 
find SUI:teI·,·isioll of their work w ' s on l~' allotted 
to the h igh official. 

, AItl....., .·u.IQII.ll1O ill tloe roru o .\01;08 (I I, a67). 



A well. known fi~lIre in the epics ami 
the cin.'ls icn l Sallskl'il lit eratu I'e, nIt> cluU'iot. 
(Iril"t~l' (~ftm! hj) or Ihe kill~, mef'L .. II~ also ill 
tlw ,J M~l ka!' (IT . lI77), hut is 1111 ... 111'<1 somewhat 
int.o the lmekgl'OlllHl , 1\ .. , compared with the 
other followCI's of the kin~ at \.ha l· {illlt;l, 

Ukewifie otl l.\' occ:lsiollnlly do Wt: lind 
the kCCP01' of Ih e k ill ~'s pUl'se, t he Iicl'arlliiku, 
( til. l!J:{) a.nd the ~1I1wrinlfmdtltlt of Ih o kin g'!! 

~tOl'Oh oll .. e, hhwl'!dfllil',k" ( I V. 1·3: y, 123) 
men t iOlltld. The ral'e tllf'nliOIl of these two 
OfliC{,l'~ doe:o; tlol, holl'''''' ')', ju4i1',1' the su pposi . 
HOI) that they hd,i 1\.11 lluirnpol'lll11t position 
ill tho Con ]' L; the hhlll) ( 'fI.~l\ri k", at lensl, .'leems, 

... llceonlin g to the '~it; l'od hft J i\taka, .I'hel'e Potlika, 
the lailor's SOil, IIl't~dicL' to his r]'itlllds Lhat, on 

Ihe next da ,o lle of them would he king, another 

• 

[ ]I. ]92. ) 
SeIlUp(fti, he himself b/IfIW!lifllh'iktt, 
to Imvtl played no unimpOI'tllnt 

pal't, in Plll1lic life, cspeciall)', in trade Ilmtters: for 
it is said at the eud Uu~t the king m akes Pottika 

who l;'e [use>l to accept the oAice of seMipati, a 
su pel'intendent of stores Ilud that Ihe hltler .. is 
worthy o[ the regard of all gui lds" (SftbbaBeI.lflUmt 

"icul'aJ,uira/tam b1IU1.lf./ti(lurika(tllulIom, IV, 43), 

So in tbe lowcllt rank or the court.iers 
the dool'keepel', dQliti7'i'~(I, seem ~ to bl\\'e been i 

we meel; him, in the list oC persolls mentioned ill 
the Kurudhamma ,l"!\taka I\S those of wbioh the 
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king's COll r i 1.10IiSistf;, ,is occupying the last, plnce 

bllt Oll t:l. be ing above the publi c women (!fal,tikt18). 
And ill the l ftlht\pi,\gnla JiHaka, lhe doorkee pers .., 
are mcutiOllcd aftel' thn "subjec(s in general" 
(am(f(xd cr{ In'iilwill1,1agaltaplt/iI'lf( (IIikador;driNi. 
(iIl,/fO ea) (J L z,J,l ) . It is l,'ue liHtt he is called in 
the SouRlm ;rf\lnktt "noble gatekeeper " ((/!/Y(I(lo
mil'ikll, Y. 250), uut, he might, liS here, al)pcl\l' a 
Ilobltlunn impol'tlmt personage to l\ poor wood
gnt hel'er who wnnlicd 1111 Iludien('c of the king. 
Accol'din~ to the ~I il.htl)ga ,1Ata.kn , his du ty was 
to thrash Clll)d£\'lus or !l imihtr ,'ugllho nds I" ho 

wllllLed to peep at fhe pahlCt-I, with ,;ticks 01' 
hamhoo post~, catch th~11l by the t hroa t and fl ing 
Ihem Oil the ground (IV. 382). Also the trl'nt.
mcnl wh ich t he doork eepel· in the ~'rohi\piflga l !\ 

J ;Uaktl received dtlri llg the li retime of the 

cruel kin:; d o~s not iudicalc tbat he held 
a speeiltll.v high rll.n k. W'"hilsl a ll people 
expressed j u bi lation lI.ud held festiv ities at 
t.he dCl\lh of .Mnhtl.pil\gnla, one of t be ciC>Qr
keepfl rs Illoaned loudl,r, On being asked by 
the new ki ng why he "Jone moaned, wh iJs~ 

all eL~ were mak ing merry, a nd wh eth er pl'obab

I~' his ratbel' WItS good a lld .k ind tf) h im, he repli
ed, " I don't wool' b~Cl\use Pillgltla is dead. l"or ~ 
my heatl his dooth is a. "eal happiness. F or the 
K ing l)iilgaia used, e" er~'" time he went aw. y from 
or oamc to t he palnce, to strike eighl bl Ol\"H UPOIl 
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Ill.'!' head with his fiSU4 as with the hammer of !\ 

blncksmit.h. So he will lliso, when he goo'! to 
t he Beyond . ... oppl'ess in hcH the doorkef' pel's of 
Yama ",iUt blows from his fists, ill the heHef 
that he l>estoll's ~hc!ll Hilon me, '''!ld then the~' 

will cry out , "He gives us I11UC~ trouble," and 
se nd him buck here. H e will, I 

1\ 100. 
feRr, con1l' hH Ck rllld strike hlows, 

as be fore, with his fi sts upon lll~' Iwn d ; it. is 
for tid ,;; rca:ton that I Wee}l." 

Obviously. the dovdl' ;ku. had fol' his dllt~, 
the closing of the gM.e of the cir.y Itt night. 
.\ccOI'd ing lo th e KUl'udhamma J ft taka, be 
:lIUlOlln CeS llll'ic~ at the tim e of shutting the gale 
t he closing or tho city gate (}lro lmhl~' , by hlow. 
illg upon u horn ); 0. poor man who had gone to 
the fOl'es~ with his sklttw to collect wood n.nd had 
t hc.:·ehy bOf'Tl late, h6 addresses ftS follows, "Do 
yo u not kn ow that th e king i .. in th e city Rnd 
LlU\L t he gilte of the city is c losed iLt the right 
ti me?" lIt. Xi!) ). FOitigncrs, who did not 
know t heir way ",bont the oity, he had to direct. 
I n tho Mah!iaSSftroLm Jil.tab the king promises the 
doed1'ika 1,000 gold pieces if h e can take him to a. 
man Ii\' ing ill the. frontier who would cause 
cnquil·.V to be made labout the house of 
?{a h{'w.s'iI\l'O h fl. 

Possihl.,t. the persoll who closed tho city 
gute wus difff'rcu t f rOIl1 the palace door-keeper 
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and WI\'l 1.0 he cou nted 1l.111ong tll e officers 

who had to 10 lk fI!'t e r ... Ilfe ty 1tJl(1 disciplil1l' in tlte 

cU.~· : st ill tlH'se also ]w hJll t-:'<'d prolutl)I ~' to lh e 

cla.ss o[ rd.jfl!J/u)U/J(~, the rO~' Il] omcns, 8.:'l Ih e~' 

were appoin ted a ud paid by the k in l; and hnd to 
olm,\' hi s o\,den." H !~ tlangerou ;.; robber 11111(Ie 
tin: (· il,\" ull sn fr' , nH~ n jhe l"(·;.; id c lli ;.;, f\;'; 11111"'"llh:« 

in th e Kal)1t\"CI"a .HHnka ( IH" r!9 ) " ~ II' ] 10 the 
kin!!' with tlH' ]"c(luest t hllt 1\1' wo 

"g-reat. ro hlJe]""" UpOIl wllid] the k~'.rx 
11(1 '((}"a,qllllikft Idlh thc flt'rest. an~ xe(' ution of 

th is 1Ilfl.I1, Thai. 1If' " 'as appoint ed IJ~' the king is 
e \"id('nt fl'O Ill ! he conve]'sation belween the killf!' 
and tllP t .. II,Hl fI]lI: joki ngly, the kin g calls here 

J the I}. f1w 'oglllfika the " king at. nig-IIl. " ,l ud!!iug 
frolll the in;;:oclll'it~' II'hi('h on accoun t o f the 
f-requPll l IlWlltiOIl o[ l'o hl)6]' ;'; and thieves 
ill the Ji\tnkas and olh el' fo lk-lit e rntlll'e must 

' h1l" 8 existed ill t.Ile Inflilill c ities in ancient. 

times, he "'fig no small pel'sonng~, /" 
r"-

As th e IH.st of t he royal officel's who 

I', ] ().I.. 
occupied 1\ puhlic office, lho 
executioner, the cOl'aglJtitaka, 

must be mention ed' who cnmp. close to the 

1Iltfjal'Oglttlik<, and who sometimes represent-

, Other ]>e ........ of ~h.~ I;",' e"'ploy&<1 in \\oe kinll"" .,.,,,n 
orll ...... "'ork ,.'~. or • pri ... 11'I fI.t" .... ".., "0.'01...1 "r ill the ele.'tou tl, 

ch"l't.er, 

, 
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eli him, AeeoL'ding 10 the lawbooks' Lhe 
olfice o[ th e exec l1 lioHeL' was exelrLSh'el~' in 
tilt' hands of th e pl'ople belongi ng 10 the 
des pist'C1 clnsscs, Cnndtl!lls Il nd SntpaclIs; th us 
c, 'en i ll ancicut I ndia- at cert ain times 
and ilt certain pla<.iH- this ~1'O[ess ion had 
t he Ii<\.ll1e con tcmptLloll ,~ odour nbout it which 
it ha(J in th e '} [ iddle Ages whe n olle poin tl·d out. 
tho execul iot!el' am ong the " un hol), people". 
'I'lw ,ltI hLklls know nothing of sLLch a con
tempt aUa~hing ' to the pOl'itiolL of I,he C01'(I 

yllii/a ka ; rather, parades ami ceremonial 
Pl'occssions in which he appeal'ed in Cront of 
the king, poi nt to 11 certa in respect which th e 
e xecu t.o!' of the king 's l'oLll mauds enjoyed. 
\\Th en summoned, ho comes, a hatchet and a 
th orLl~' rope in h is hnnd, dressed in n. ~'e ll ow gar
men t and adol' ned with a c ross of red Aowel'~, 

salut e:- the king llnd ask!il fol' h is commands 
(II L ,U; so ah·o J II. liD), 

W ith the offices elllllncmttld above, tbe great 
class of diJabllOY9as is in 11 0 \\'a~' exhausted; 
apt-u·t fl 'Om the fact that even th e J l\.taktls do not 
touch a.ll the cirCllmstanccs of ptthlic Ii fe
they spea k. fO l' ~xltmple, a lmost nothing of 
th e gl'1l.d l ~tion !j of rallk ill th e ll rm~f-it is to 
he rijflected thn t tho nppamlns of goYernment, 
a,lthougb all OU"eads of the cenlral ised State 

'. Mal111, X. Wi Vi, h9". XVI. II. 
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government were spun round this 0 11 6 point , wa~ 
not con llhed in U13 grf'ltj monarch ie!!! with ill lhe I 

capital or Iho kingdom; i t) ordel' 10 hold sll ch a 
vast tel'ritory, ag thp, JUngar1ha kin gdom, under 
the SWI.\Y or 1\ lI in !;le ruler, the king's power must · 
ha.l'e been represen ted by ofT!C6rs 6\1)I',,",I'Ile ro in' 
th e 8111all towns and in tlto village~. 

If t he c ircumstanceil na.rrater\ in the KhUl'IlS

sara J rthtkl\ clln be held t~' pical , the sLlperiu

tcndent of the "i1ll\~!}, the gdtllltlJ/wJoko, was 

[po H)",) 
an am(lC(:(1 of the king; he 
colh-ctccl the tuxes for him 

(rajabnlil!1 lahha" fi I. 35 .1, ) a nd was punisht.·d 
by the king appropriutel~', ns he wi th his 
own people went to the rorest, lcnviug the 
villagers at the mel'e~' or robhers.1 Other 
narl'atives make th \:l official chnractef of the vii· 
lago supcri ntemlent sti ll \ ('SS (Of DOt at. oIl) clelif . • 
In the K n)fl'-akil J:Uuka (I. 198 sq.). the {fama. 

b110jok(l. spoke iJ\ of th e v illllgel'i' 1.0 th e king j 

liS, howe\'er, theil' innocence was..pfoved. the king 
go\'e them the wh ole of the pos8f'ssiollS of the 
"},,ndel'er, Imule him tlleir !;lave Imd !tuned him 
out of th e village, or the appoillhmmt of. a llew 
~mpefintelHlellt , llotltillg is mentioned, rath~r th e 
furl her course of the stOl'), ~f'el ns to lll'ing oul tlUlI 
tho dllllgel's hOllCHrorth looked nftcl'tb ('iI' o\~' n -_ .... -.----~--. 

• III tltQ ; ntrod p~lOr~- ,oXI,l nn.Hon, the kiug nul." "" hi", .. "iI .. " ,Ie 

nnmher g4 ... j,"".i,tk~, 
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affa il'S. 1\ lso whell we' reAd in other passages 
t hat the glilJl(t/)/mja/.:fI lixel'c i se~ judicial pom'rs 
in t he "il lage, iUIIS IIl UCiJ itS he ~ettlcs quarrels 
tlnd mnke~ the guilty l)"'~' a fi llL' (.1 .483), that 
he issues prohiiJi tionioi, for oXll.m ple. against th!j 
shwghtel' of animaL..; ( m:igh;itlt I11 ,k/\ril,pesi, IV. 
H i) and against the :-Ol\le of in loxic!\ting' liquors 
(mu}jfl/'ikk{/!lff'lil diref"rif IV. l l u), thai when 
throu gh defecti \'e ~I'owth or flQO(l. th e CI'Op:' fail 
amI famitll' appeal'". he (list .-i hllt<~" mtm l to t.he 
Yi lll\~"I-;;, whilst they Oil their pari , ha nl to pro
mi~c him It podio11 of thr il' !lext crops (II. 135). 
all IIHlse !>tatements scem, indeed, to point. to the 
position of the g(illtahltojlt/;" being Que of power 
and honout'l amoug 'h(~ yil\lIgers but. do not 
oblige liS to .c;ee in him 1\ kin~'s officer. 'l'hey 
rathCl' see m to indicat.e 1111 e lcctml chief, 
to whom the " iIlage com munity itileJ£ gave 
the direction of the common alfail'S- a kind of 

[I>' 106.] 
self -government in tbo village 
cOllllYlunities. That sclf-goyorn

ment prevailed in r ndia in villages is ex
tremely probable and in pa.rticular locnlitiePJ 
of India i t !Day have contin ued up to 

, Thi, hODo" r hoWIl.er, w .. not. " ...... )'. thown," 11,e (lllh • .-p.t; 

Jalolp. .how" the (limabhoj"kIt ... 100 hili rommitted ado ltery. it h Id 

bl !be Ioai. by the Itn.baod, lion, ")l<ln th .. ft ...... of the hOlll4l,.nd "'I,i l~ 

he I'l'OteRU 10"dly ~inlt thi,. "'TYing" I Rn, the rllllr.,IrI'I ."peri"I""doa~" 

(got,ullbboJnto'",hi II . I:M) i. bMIlln 10" j.Uy . IId dr;np OO~ of all 

h"" ... • 
01 
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the period described ' in the .rfthlkll~.' As 
the royal power grew, lhi!l, with t he 1"('81 of self
gO \'61'nment, was more and more reduced ; in the 
Magad hn kingdom, the ,' iIlugu ~lI pe]'i n tend c.n t 

rem1tined und er t.he persolla l superd sion of 
the kin g, as appears from a ptlssngc of the 
Vina,ya Pitl\ka (!\{ith itvaggll , V. T. l sq.): to 
the King 13imhis.'l ra, I.~cont.em l'0mr~' of Budd ha, 
the ove l·lordsh ip of 80,000 \' ilIages is lI.sc!'ibcd 
(lUIUiyd glinwsalws(J('slt tl18oJ'adll ipoccam 1'(Jjjlt1n 

kd"eli) ; he collccf!l toget her the chiefs (gti11likos) 
of theStl " illages a nd giV6!l them instruct ion in 
world ly things (di((l/{ullwII/1JIU'e a/flu: allfli1si. 
toti). About tirO hund l'cd yeal'S lateI', King, 
Asokn. arranged II. syste m of inspection t.ours for 
supel'vising' the work of the ndmin istrati ve 
officers. "For tb is purpose "- so i(. is sllid in 
the first edict '-" illllCcordftllCe with the 1ft\\' 
(dhnmmale) J "hl\11 send e"er~' fifth yeaI' 
(Kn officer ) who is nei ther hnrsh nO I' im petuous, 

but mild in his acts," 'J'his t~rrangement of 
Asoka agrees, as 116 probably himself wanted to 
indicate by the exptcssion dhammn{(>,' with the 
1)rescriptiol1s of the lawbooks: in :Manu ~t is said 
(VII. 120 sq.), .tHer the ,gradations or rank 

, ThIS cil'<llln"umoe, anlong otho .. , n,a,. bu 1I,""tionl'tl In '"your of 
th i, ,upr-it,on, that the .. mRgfI .uperiutendenta .. n only w,,"tio.,.,.j in 

",,, IIII" r Ia .. book ... kin/l'" 011100 .... , Cj. For., PUt H,"gl>':11<0 0."",11, p. 66 . 
• AccordinK l<l the tra" dali"" giyen by 6 0hl.,.. in tl" " Zeiuel>rirt 

dill" Delll.lehen Jf orgtl"I'"diloChell O ..... I1...,b .. "," \'01 41, p, 13. 
o !ilOh)eJ?'I . c, p, 10. 
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among the admin istl'atin" o(ficers I are pointed 
out: "The uusiness oE these (officers), who are 
concerned with village maLters and their 

I'. Wi . 
special obligaliolls, another officer 
(saciva) ~ r the king will ex

amme who is mild und cxfl-emplj' industrious. 
And in every city he should Rppoint as 
a :iupervisor to look oil after all affairs, a. 
magnanimous, higllly es teemed persan who 
is like a pill.net among the stat'S. '1'he latlal' 
should visit the~e officers serially; he should 
examine their work in the ir dis t.ricts t urough 
SPIeS pecia lly selected (for this purpose)." 

, ~L """, VII . Il l> r li e (tho k;ng ) .hould BI'I',"utan officor O>'flr 
(~ .. cry ;odh·,d .... l) ,-mage, 1M> allO Over t~n ,-illagtll' (dlllagri ' ''''poltj), 

,,'O'er t .. ·c,,~y viJIngca (vifllsn.tl. ), 01' ..... mo Itnod .... d vill6/( .... ("'~) 

.tld over .. thuu"""d ~iJl"!i'" ( • • t.u .... ""'!i). 
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'l'Ul: HOUSE ]J lt n ;!S,1' OF Til t: KINO. 

Not propel'l)' halonging to the c1nss of ki ng's 
officers and yet partly entrusted with simi lfll' 
fun ctions and surpassi ug t1.lem in many respects 
in importance and influence, the house priest of 
tb.e ki ng, the jJlIl'oliUfI, OCCllpil's an extremely 
peCltiiar position in the COUl't. 'Ve must, if we 

r 
wish to an'in} at. a olenr conoopLion o[ the 
na ture of tbe pl/"oliila, realize the historica l 
evolu tion of his position of power, 1. 

\ Even ill the pre· Vedic times, intercourse 
with the god ~ was Hot pl'rmitted to C\'cryoody, 
but it rcqllircd the internmtion of "a certa in 
}le rSon with special knowledge and special ' 
magical powers.": This privilege, this claim, 
based upon wi:<dom and superllatura l po\\'ers, 
to be ,,-lone in communication with the world of 
clemons IJlld gods lute! to exercise influence • 
Upoll it through sncrili(.~ and mug ie, led to 
Ule institution of the office of a p'· iest,~· a n 

• 
, Cf. 0" Ihi. , w,.\.1t. .... 1 ... 1i""Ii.S! ... I"' ~ . Vol. 10. p. ao .. "' ... itch"l.uu .I 

a uld"''''' I'cd"'/W i.~~d'''''. Vol. :1,)\. 1. p. 14:11IQ., l.'i.u:bol in tho 
G~lIi .. gior"" ~1~lr.rI. A .... ,..., 1StU. Ynl. ' , 1'. 41(1 "". Ql.lenbe'll', 

II<!/I'g''''' ~ l'~dn, I'. a~2 " .. for the. ellie., of 1t()l'ki"... 11"1 •• " C~B!r, 

... Ul "</ • 
• OIUCII\.el'J;', /kII,;". d .. l'cJa, 1" ~:t. 
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excl lL's i\'tl priest class, who' through this pl'jvilege 
exercised t\ prtlpondcrating influence upon other 
classes of the population and tl\'en UpOII the 
ruling class. It is l)I'eciseiy tho lattOi' clas~ which 

".10::1. 
rcquirod thtt help of the priest, 
eitlHlI' in injuring its enemieS 

or for protection against.- t.h .. "alcning edJ.' . 
Even the KhaHiYlIs of the easl, hOWeqll' . 

mucb Ihe~' mll~' ha l'e excelled tlJtl llrtdunar.tns in 
wealth alld powel', relt tbemseh'es stand ing on 
the same le\'el WiOI them in spiritual mattei'S ~ 

and Wfl l'C in this one point compelled to gh'c the 
priests II power on:r themsch'es),not indeed the 
jjrtthmUl)fl caste as such, for t'fiIS had become 
through it.s worldli ness someth ing difrorent in 
Buddha's l imo from what. it claimed to bo 
according to iLs own litomLu l'e and whtl.f. in facL 
it mig h t Ol'igin"a IJ y 'h l1\'o been, but indidd ual 
rtjl)rescntath'cs of t his caste, aud principally, 
the house priest, the pfl1'olliftl, 

~ . 'tblD tJoe lawr i>1l,, ~krit lih,mhrf! ~ puPH"e of ,h" UllgII",,.q,b 

( XJ.I4~.)~ho-"ld heN w qUQWcI, ,,-he,.., "i"K U"",,"'th.., frighlened 

II,. ... ".uil" wi",] and uther st ..... I!" ...... ", ... 1 1,1,,,,,om .. ,, ... /fOl'I '0- hi. J 
KUru, 1]", p"",~il" V .. ii,~lIft, for .. d,·k., i the h.tt lOr N"" ,.,e.tI hi~ IInEiei, 
t.,. ul'L~iD"'1:" tlleu:. as guo<i.ib"'., h '. " hRract.,ri.,ic of the d e ........ ich 

lb.., J-t 10 ... of 110" ",1",00" behO'Pe" Ib" ki"l( .. ,,1 ,I.~ u pM l'Ilh '/R I"R~ 11111 

" ... p ....... iO<\ IT''I~R''il i. ,,_I, [,r wldd , ko.1i(IlM "'/10'" t.<I M, 1I, .. t ,h., 

k'ng k"" ... ho ... h" "'11' to be" .... ill . ""h ~....-, Ih.t he ell,.,.., thu only 

right aud 1'0 .. ,1;111 ........ ,.r """""'''@: Ihe thrcaleni"lf dan""r Irh~" he 
IOlIghl t .... hel]' "r I.h """,,,Iy oouu ... ]lor, • 

• 
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G'he proposition of the Aitareya 13rfLhulUl.ll\ 
(VIII. 201) . that e\'.er~' ling who wnnf.8 to 
perf 01'111 a sacrifice, must have a plfl'Qllita, as 
otherwise the gods will tlot accept bis offerini) 
/I,iso held good in ea:>i,Cl'n lund;;;, so long at 
an y rate ItS sacrifice WILS held in esteem. \A 
king without 11 pUl"okita was Ewell here illcollcen' , 

I~bl c. before Buddhism ('1\llccl ill question the 
efficacy of sl~crificc find magical clmntings) 
Not being himself in a position- just because he 
lacks supel·na.tund powers, lhe exclush'e right 
of. the priefltiy class - to lll'opitillte the gods and 
demons, 1101' knowing lhe 1l1i;IU1S by wh ich the 
future could not only he known hut made to 

r flwout' him , !!,g, took recourse to the magician' 
priest for influencing I he tl'ansccndf'nla i wodd, 
to the Ind ian Shamun, In exocll Hn g his 
commission, & 0 purohita must perform lhe 
.sacrilic6, along with llrflhmal)US who Mct under 
him, in order 10 drive away the misfortune 
which accrues to the king through bad dreams 
(in the ){ah{\.saripa JiH.u~a, I. 334sq,),orlhrough 
sinistl'I'moaning (in the Lohakumhhi J l\takn, 

" HI:. 40 sq.) ; if inexp;licw>~ naturtli phellomena, 
such a~ th~ flllshing- of the \I:enpon!', C/.Hlseanxiety 

I' 100, 
to thl::! king, t he j)ltl'()/iita refers'" 
thcm to the constellntion of the 

~tll~ ; 1\I'lliS 1\I\d all i Illal~ which t hl::l king uses, must 
be QOIIStlcrattld by IIlI~gic fOl'l1luhc ([or eXl\m~lc. 
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j he stllte elepitllnts I II "ough lialtiBulfo, H . ,J,(;). SQ 
that the ir use may briu£, luck . 1£, howo\-cr , all 
th is Wfl.<; Lilt: husiness of the jJltrollila. then the 
destiny of th e king was pla.ced in his Imnds : i t 
lar with him whether t he', r ' ll'Olll' of tho gods 
WiLS to be iJl \'ohd 0 1) behnlf or l the king, his 
sacrilicial 100'd: it WIts in his power to do the 
opposite; to him the kill£, must. come if he 
Imu ted to know hefol'chll,nd the re~t11l or any 

undertak ing hy m-fuls of 1tn~' sign or constella
tioll of stili'S i?Speciully, wh en he did not tr ust 
himseJ[ to answer lhe (IUestioll whether he htul 
all,V chanco of conqucl'i ng hil' tmtlm ies ill ""ar 01' 
thought it necessary to seek the help of t.h e 
gods.' Thi" position of thf' pUl'oliiht with respect 
to the kin g led necessarily to an ex tremely 
inlimate pe l'~onal I'ebttion hl}tween lhe two; 
undel' cil'cumsblllces tfl erc might ar ise- when the 
king was weak lind the 'P1t1'o/r;fn possessed gl'ent 
energy-a tempol'lll power oC the latter who us a 
matter of faet had originally nothing to do "iUt 
auminisb·atio.. }'or both of these our text gives 
us instances. • . 

'tr.-e three pfiests who fLre considered spec ia lly 
holy in the epit: . .'t, the flIl 1'1I, who hilS ta ught 

• ,---,~''ccc 
L C/o Weber, ' lUI. 5'Md., "'II. 10, I'. 81 , ., If " kinll"nn~ to dereu 

.he Ilr"'J" of." "n"",y, 10 .. n'~ !IO to. Urlbm-':'iL fO!" hell'. U~ .. Ji~" 
btl (lU"",,t, I. .. wnMC: .... l .... tloo ." ..... IUI.iot (Jt 11", kink ... ilh ... 11 1IOn_ of 

;n.,." .. ,'''''' ."d UII" ",·1"" Mn. on ' 0 <rlctury . .... 1 .... wb~n)l ki ,. 
balli. I" ... :' .... il. Br,. "IB , 10 ; V_. XI.SI. 
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t he kil) ~ in his YOllih. I.he sacrifi cial priest 
and the house priest! appear, according to the 
.1ataklls, to he Iln itl'd ill th e PCl'i<OIl of th e 
pllrohit", He j ;; tho leachel', the g1l1' /l, 01', 11$ 

P. 110 
ILsualJ," sa id in Ollr text, the 
ficflriya of t.he king and is 

Ulcillioneci lIiol .~ Il ch hy llu,:' laUeI'. .. Gi"f' 
it to the Iic(I/'i!!fI "--wil h t hese lI"orel s the 
king Iwcse nt s ;1 cos tly C1l ITillge t1uough his 
retinu e to tIl{' }III/'o"illl (II. 3 i G). Wh nn the 
kin g. as nanat {'(i in the Sal'<l.hl11l1'1ga ;HUakCi , 
hears the fl tl l'ohil fl knock at the dool' with 
his nails, ,he 
nt the answer. 

asks, " ,-rho is there," li nd 
" It is I, 0 king, the lHH"Q-

hila," . opens the llOOl' and says, "Como in , 
my teacher " (acnri!la, J V. 270). Also i ll the 
passage already mentio ned of the Sarablu\Jlga 
JMnka (V. 127), tho king calls him several t imes 
Uc(friya. I n nllSlI"e l' to the plII'ohita's question 
whether he had a good sleep, hc I'('pl ies : " How 
could t sleep well , my tCIlChel', wheu the we~~pons 

flashed to-day nil o\'eI'Lhn palace.," 'rhe priest 
soothes h is anx iety as he points to th e hil'Lh of 
his son ns the calL'~e of thi phenomenon. 
"Wbat" however, my tOllch!?r, will happen to a 
hoy horn under such circumstances?" "Nothing, '1'! 

, The til"", IKlI'1'Ol>.l iti.,. ,1(1 "o~ • .,1 ....... ~.' ~n i,. til" ~pi.,.. ft!,.. .. , • 
• hArjilf di.t;ngui.II...I: Cf. Uopk;u., IlMji.., (lule, p, I ~ . 

• 
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o great king, he will hecome the hest 1l.I'cher 
in lhe whole of I ndia." "Good, 1lI,\' teacittll', 
tilen educale hi III wdl and when he is grow n 

uP: JlI'c:'cnt him to mc," 
Ofien IlH' jllll'oliilrf is the teachtll' and 

({u ide of the killi-\' in his. youth full Ih~y s; in the 
Tillamnt!h i J AJaka we l'ead thai tbe kin:; mak~ 
the teach~I' who hils fall!!ht him ill Tllkkasil t, 
his. IJI"'U /l i fll auel looks upon him as it lit' was 
his fal iter and fullows his addce ( !T. 282), Still 
t,he plf/"ohillt jll'ohably got I he t itle or ticari!lU, 

nol from his capacit,\' as teachet' of the pt'ince; 
Ill;! rather fi!.!:III'cd, even af\(w hii' pupil had 
fl scenclecl the throne, :'llilt as his iCl1.chel', fot' a 
king dil\ not app,-u'enU,\' consider llis iolpil'itLlIl\ 
education o \'e l' with the termination of his 
i'Ludics and let himse\[ he taught. furthe l' 
by hi i' pltrohit(/ and gl\' f! 1l instruction in 

the Veda.<; ( BUlfu.\fil'il·iljit puro 
fI'. ilL] 

hit./nssa Sillltike 

Ill. 28)'\ 

l ThR!;" ~hi. ''"''''''1(0 ~he Ve<W are nllCMari ly ~ be " ndent.aool 
by '>Otl~I .. I " '0,,'$ ,,,.;,,\11; 11 ; UlRIC;"a! ;1>1:$"",,1;0'" m1l1 a l., boo n.<!ant 

be ,"", a k" ..... ledge ol"'l..-hieh Ihe ki"Ii."." -1'1""'"' rrom other ,)II_get., 
ha,lat he"'''. or . noh m"ll"'('lI.1 in"""i"lio n8!e. rr' t b.~ • KhMtiYlI, tun. 
a ... mentioned w thl> Joiur.h. ' , d." mal("ieor.l i"('fInl ... t;on~ ,,·ith IU hell) 
ur whioh on" oo"'IQcn the earth (p"IIlIU'jo~t>"'''"ta, 11 .24.1), Ihe "'lIgie 

hI .... "ieh nne """ U!ulentan!! .. 11 lon/fU"", .. . ~n lbe to,,~.,. of animt,. 
C_hbllr&.ftjAnftnu,ant., Ill. I.j..'), ,Ite '''lIgi('8 I I,,~ ... nlnlion ... hi~h hel"" 10 

bri,.. lllto vh, ... """!"",,Ied I ...... " ..... ( .. i ,f,f~;.oIdhft .... ""_.,,,, III . IIG ). 
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This position t\S teacher made t he jJlt1'Ollit(1 

i,n man~' C1I8es tilt' fath~l'ly fricnd a,nd H.dvi~er uf 
the king'. Wlllt!, sel'l'W to ra i.;"f> jOlt! consolidltte 
the position of iI'ust which the I'II /'o/lila held 
in the king's Court, was the cil'Cl\mstnnce 

It that hi f! offi,ee was OI'{lin/lril~' hcred itRl'~' 
(I. 1:37; II. .j. i; 111. :m2, j,,j,j: 1H1roll i{(~ ~;lIla. 

IV. 200) and held Ill' till' slIlne famil~' {O!' 

gcnemt iolls togelher. This circulUstan ce fUl' 

thel' hei p(.'{1 to bi lld th e pricst'~ fnmiJ,I' firmly 
with the -rul ing hou;;.e.) ":POI' se l'en genera
tions, f1l(' perfornllt:loe of elephllnt COIlSeCl'1l.· 

l ion (hnU.b imal~gllla) has hcen heredit.ury 
in our family,"- so c(lm pifti n" iV the 811stma 
J iltalia (11. ·,1.7 ) fhe m ot her oC th e ,1'O llllg son 

Qf the pllrohila whose holdiu l; t his lucrative 
P08t the BrMlIlHll).f\S dispute 01\ the gl'ound of 
his youth n,nd ignMance of lhe Vedus and of 
the ele phall t book (batth isutta)-" the old custom 
will pass out of our hands and our wealth will 
disappear," Sometimes, in consequence of this 
hereditary char-doter of the omee of tbe P'U'Q
'Iifl~, [I'iendly ,'elatiolls tlxist.ed betwon the king 
and the latter [I'om early youth, ~ 'rhe son Qf 

the Illfl'ollila born on the SRllle day I~ the king's 
SOil grow!' lip with the }Jrince; the." wear ~ 
the some c lothes I\nd eat and drink together ; 
whell they are grown up, they go together for 
study to 'l'akkasili\ (III, 31), 'rhis [riendly rela
tionship continues even artel' the prlnco is iven 
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the IIjUtrajjlt after his re'turn from tho Univel'sity~ 

They co ntinu~ to slHU'e the same food, drink and 
bed, IUHl a I'It rong mutual tr ust subsists l)Ctween 
t hem, and as the prince. nHe.' the death of his 
f1.~th er, ascends the throne, he wishes to gi\'e the 
post of jJuJ"oli.ila to his friend. It is true that 
in th is case t he pm'ollila's son prefe r!' the home
less life, still it is IlIlI'rated to liS ill the Sustma 
Jtltak <~ (Ill. 392) Ibl\.1 directly on tbe COln
menctllntmt of the )'oung pl'ince's reign, the 
plll'oliifft'S son ste,;s into his fath er's o,tnce. ) 

~l'huS i nt-imate l~' lMsociated from you th OLl

ward, the plu'oh,ila and the kin g remain also 
il) latel' yenrs inSepal'H.b lll com-

[ I'. 112.] ' • 
pnniolls. " '0 meet them together 

in a game at dice (in the AlJ.(j.abhuta. 
J b.taka, I. 280); Wt.l -;;e the pllrohila ou fe~ti\"e 
occasions on t he blw" of an elephan t behind. tllll 

king, wllo is ;;eflted upon its shoulder. '1'he king' 
hestows honour a nd rich es upon h im ; of suoh 
[IlVOUfli we find repeated Illen t ion : thus, [or 
example. we Illeet wi th the g i[t ofa oorrifl.~>e (in 
the KUfudllum mll, JAtaka. II. 370), of a village 
(in the N!1nacehanda .Tll.tll.ka, lI. 429). The 
last seems generally to be the sou rce o[ liveli~ 

hood of the IHI1VJ/ti l fl, fot; we ren.d pretty often 
(HI. 105, IV. 475) that' he goes to bis 
bhoyaga11ul, that L'I. to the village frolll whieh 
he coUects bis rent~. ) 



\A.s he shares 
so also he s\uU'cs 

th e ' fortunes of t.he king, 
lhe misfod'lInc of his lord. 

'Vhcn fl eein g a l night, frolJl a.n invaded Lown , 
the l'ohbl..'d king takes with h im, he<:!ides t.he 
C]uoou and a ~e l' mnL, Dill)' t.he lUII'ollila (III. 
417), As be. as ex plained in the IJadllkusl'lla
l\UQIWn. JMaka (Ill . 613, sq.), has plundered 
the 1!lIHl alon!; with the king, he is killed

i 
alon g 

wiLh t.he lattN, hy lite en raged populace. 
But the pIlI'oliiln i .. not. on!,\' the athel'ly 

• a{h 'iser, the frie nd and in ,:epal'ablc companion; 
he appears son~elimcs as an office l' of a pure ly 
tem l~ol'al charllctel'. M ention has a lread)' been 
made of his part icipation in the adllliuisb'ation 

I. of ju~lice; the Kirflchn.nd lL ,l tltaka ~csc l'ibes to liS 
I a ~\a.ndering , corr upt pllru/,ila who when sitting in 

Court ma kes uujust jUdgltlCllts (k-fi (av itlicall(t!Jiko 

allosi y, 1). \:I n hetler ligh t. the Dhammad baja 
:rfl blkll (If. i S6sq.) shows the judicia l ' work uf 
the I'O)' ''! house priest. Here it is narrated how 
a man who is de[f'aLCd ill 11 lawsu it through the 
8d\'crsc judgment of a con'u pt. #J ~ IIt1.pali lean~ 
th e Com·t, wri ng ing bis hands and weeping and 
meets the j}ul'olii.tu, as he proceeds to do the' 
k ing's work. H e ralls Pl"ostrat e hefOl'e llim and 
complai ll!l t\m,t he has IO!it hi!l cmse: " 'Vhilst 
people like you, my 1("II'ti , add!itJ t.IIf' ki ~lg in 
\\"Ol'ldl ~' nnd sp iri tual lilill!;s the IJ(!/lup ali lake~ 

bl'i oos lind I"pbs jhe rightful owner of his 


