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The j)//1"Ohilo (etlls sy mpathy fo r him 
and SllyS to him, "Come, I will 
decid e your cuse"; ther go to lhe 

Cour t. togetlwr where t here is a gl'caL crowd 
as,;clll '\)led. 'rhe j JII1'oltifa I~ \rerses the judg
lllent (af((tll/, p(f(icilliccliill i tcd, n. l Si ) and 
helps the l'ightflll 0\\' 111:1' to get his own pl"opcrt~ 
The crowd praised him loudly, so that a gl'eat 
noise a rose. The killg heMd t.his lind asked whaL 
th e matt er was. "0 king, the wise ])hummnddhaja 
has set ri~ht a wrong jud gmen t and hence this 
shouL of pl'aise." The king was pleased and 
asked j,li e jJllrol!ifa: "People SHY ~ my leacher, 
~'ou have decided II. lawsuit; is it true?" " Yes, 
o GreaL King, 1. hMO set rig-IlL ,\ t hi ng wrougly 
judged h,l' the Be/lupofi." " Then you shall 
from to·da,l· try law~n i t$ ; that. will bring 
plensllrl~ to ltl~' ear:o;. li nd prosperit.v to the 

JlI'OJlc rty." 

[ P.1I3.] 

world." 
Tlmt guarding tht> king's treaSU1'('S was part 

of his dut.ies, we Jearn f.-om thf' BnndhanA.
mokkha J i\.takn, w)wre th e priest who has 
fallen into disgrace nnd whom the kiug's people 
~\' all t to take to the place or execution, prays that 
he nllly lie brought 1:/eJ:ol'u the king, "for "-so 
TlIn!' h is llrayer- ~" I am an officer of the ki ng 
(rtlW III. ,'(1jat.-i.rmmiko, 1. 1-39) and havc rendered 
.hiill much tlen·ice. I\nd J know wherc great 
tl'casUJ"es n.re hidden. 'l'be treasures of tim 

, 
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kin g, I hA ve gUArded': if ~·ou don't lake me to 
the king. llluc1. wealth will be loSl!." 

Still nll pm'o/!it(l8 were obviously lIot can· 
tent with the occa.;;ionul CIU'C of stHte alfai l"s; 
gl'eed intlss and lo\'e of power wOldd often 
leud them to IIS( ' the in flucncp which Iher 
had over the decision~ of II w~t\k nod super
tit ious king· in securing worldly p],o!l;perity~ If 

all amhitious priest wns ill p<'sses.sioll o[ cOlll~letc 
nm.stc ryover the king-'s will, it was fluite in 
the llIttlll'e of Ihinb"S thill' he gavtl his thoughts 
to the acq uisition of the h ighe~t -'position of 
power in tlw Comt, thai he tried to hec'ollle the 
lender of .fhe king in \l'ot'ld ly lind spir itual 
matters (ftltll(fdllllmmdllllsl18aka, V. 57) ilnd as 
sucb, 12.. take info his hand" till' wbole direction 
of state alrail'i'. I f, Il~ often happens, a ministcl' 
or onf) of the rcmnin ing BI'i\.llIn:washas obtn inNi 
thaL which is Llle highes t aim of Ilm l,i lious 
courtiel's, in cast' the p(lru"ito is him fleif free 

[ I' . 114.) 
from \l'QI'ldly carps, tho hitl er is 
selected bcfOl"ehand for the office 

of Ifllliadluunmdlltfsdsoka, (Not content. with 
lids, many lHI1YJltilalt <timed ~ Mometh ing hi gher 
and tried to comhintl in ,thtlmseh 'es th e office 
of the house pr'i e-st of 8el'cl"Ill kiugdollls .• 
EX8.Hlple~ of this nature Mrc fO llud \'c ry 
oCten ill Sansk rit, l iterature; thuJo:, in t he 
&t.apa tlm IMUl mru~tl (n . J, 4, 6), it is suid of 
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l)cmhhl\ga Smutarsim thnl he was j he j)ul'ollifn 

of two kingdoms,' ntuuely. those of the K urus 
Klld the Srii1ja!Jos.) Sneh n pI/roM/a may have 
sen 'l'<l as Il. model lor the hard nud crue l Pil)giya 
ment ioned in the Dhollnsakha J fl.ta.ka. " I will " 
- so Iw thillk ... in his des~rc for tumc_H make 
th is kin~ conquer illl ol he' r kin!r~ ) i ll tha who le 
of Inclia; in thi~ WIl.\' he will hecohi~ the sole 
king and T t ho so\e' h OUSB lU'icst · (e~'(lpw'Qliifo, 
H I. l W. )" 

" 'c must I~hrfl,y s, howl'\' c)', henr in mind 
i f we Wn.llt to get It ri!.:-ht es timat e of the 
pO!'itioll of th e purohit", that ~lLch a position 
of world l)' power Wl1.<; neither ncc;essnri ly can· 
nected Wilh hi;o; (l inea II~ bou!olc prie!lL nor 

clete l'tuined by pl'Opr'I' rC~lI\;lIions; t he poHti
cal power of th~' purokila WitS pure·!)' i ll(l iridunl -.cw 
all(} hud its lIom-ce )dlOJly and sole ly in the 

lWI-sonal influence which ho obtained over lho 
king tIl rough hi!:! function as SIIcrificcr lind 
magician_ V.-om t his sidc, in nIl Clise!', was 
derived the chief strength lUi II-ell us the chief 
activ it.y or thc puro/,U(l_ We get no impartial 
estimate or complete picture of his work as 
a sac.-ific ial rl'iest-I~nd, indeed, notbing e lSA can 
be ex pected from the shwdpoillt or t he J l\takns 
--our sources mak!,! the l)1('rolliiu onl~' exhi bit. his 
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pl'jostl~' office fl'OIll tile sillluipoin t. or itfol !ucl'a

tive ness. When in the Lvhakurnbhi J rttaka ( fIt. '. 
45), a t the 1Jt'~inll i ll~ of 1\ s llcl'ifi ce,1 the eldest 
pupil comes to ihe P"J'O"i/O ami I.l:,ks, . , I s · it. 
not mellti oned,O teacher, in our Vedas til»! th e 
kiJlin~ of a ma ti j" no! a fOl'!lln e-hl'ingi ng 

( I>. J JIj.j 
a pt. ?" , th e In lt('1' replies: " Y Oli 

bl'i ll~ the ::."Old of .he killf!, we 
shall IUl.\'e Illea t. R em a ill silell L... 111 1\ 

similar mil line r the Imro;,ito :i top.:' ill the 1\lahl\.
s upina ,TI\ u lka ( L :I ,~:·n th e W; i<I' IIml learned 
scholar wh o li kewi:;e t!x prCi'se" lIli ~g: i \' ill !:;S 

co ncern ing' th e killilll-(" o f all~' livill g heill ~ , 

sllying , " 1fr- ~Oll, Illil e h money will come to 
liS in I.hi~ Wit ." ; yo u i'(.'C Hl 10 me, ho\\'c\'t:l l' , te 
ta ke clu'e to ~a l'c th e 1,'CIISIII'CS 4~ f the king: ' 
1Vhilst in both t.h ese Hlu'l'atin's the sacrifice i:, 
m oant to l)rotect. the king from thl'eatening mii'

rorLunc. in tho Dhol1llstLkha ,lf1la ka the ambitious 
1)1n·ollila. helps the king lhrough a sacrificial 
ceremony to acquil'e a cit.\' which is diffi cult t.o 
conque l', Ht, PI'Op (lse!> to 11is lord to pluck out 

the eyes of the thOUSAnd caplLl l'ed kings, rip 
up the hellies and ta ke out lho ebtrnils and thtl~ 
giye 1\ b'lJi-ofTeriug 1.0 II tl'oo .god (ITI. 159 sq.), 

, The'luel tiou heM i. 0' R ... WHz""t~kk ...... .tIln. thM ii, 8 <'O" ,,,leu, 

fOll r{oId ..o"; B<lO, oo'''; ~l i "g of fou~ el .. ph,,~, fOIl . 1'0 ...... fOllr blllia. 
four men and fou r """,pie. of on'er I'rl!ll t lln!l<, q, .. jJ ~ ell'. 
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. [ust as_ the sacrifice; so also other magical \ 
p",rfomlances the p urohita did for his own 
~nrichment ttod worldly prosperity . 'f he COD

secratioll of St'."te e lephanw brought the p twohita, 
aocording to t he Susima J iUaka, alwa.ys ten , 
millions (koti II. 46), as all implements for 
consecration and the entire jewellery of t he ele
phants fell to .tohe lot of the performer of the 
Il atfltimangala. 'I'hat ho made nse of his skill 
to read the.signs of the future to promote his 
Qlvn interest, was on l~' 100 obvious; to make 
fl kin g subservient. to his will ,- he used to read 
out of t he signs only that which conformed to 
hi s wishes. In tile well-knoll'n story of King 
Suffer long and obis SO li Livelong I the purohita', 
reading of the signs ]lia,vtl a r61e which can 
properly be called by no other name than cbea.
ting, though it is not employed for !\ bad pur
pose, The Kosala king DtgbUi " 8nffer)ong" is 
defeated by his neighbour, King Brahmadatta, 
and dri ven out of his kingdom , Along with the 
qneen he wandcl'S from place to place and comes 
I:ll last to Benares, the sent of his enemy Brahma
datta, where · he · remains in hiding in the 

P. 116. 
boustl of a potter, dl'essed as a 
begging ascetic, Not long after 

Thi. i, (ouud ill the~hha.na of the Vil1.Y. Pi~b (eel. 
Olduber~, Vol. I, p. 342 oq.). The wlld .. , ion .." the ......... t; .... if .1 .. 
ooll",illOO in the Ut"k& .oolleetioll , Qalll&I,., in the Dtghh..ko.a._ J& .. h 

(V I1 . 1111 eq.) . 

" 
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his wirtl becomes pregnant; sho gets the desires 
",-bieh pregna llcy creates and wishes to see 
aL sun rise a four-limbed 1 amlY ready for fight, 
in fuJI equipment and standing upon n ground 
whicb promis~ luck and to drink the water in 
which tbe swords hl:W6 been washed. She nar
rntes this to DighHi and- tlxplllins to him that 
as hp in his poverty cannot fulfil such an extra
vagllnt desire of hers she will die, since she 
caDnot see hel' desire fulfilled. No,\: the puro
hila of Kin g Brahmadattu. is a. friend of DtgMti; 
to him goes tbe KasalA. king and explains in 
what difficulty he finds himself placed. " Let 
me see the queen ," replies the purolLita, and 68 

he sees tbe qneen , he cries out" Verily. a Kosala 
king resides in ,"OUI" womb! Rest assured, 
ILt sunrise you will see !\ four-limbed Rrmy 
rell.dy for fighl, in full equipment and standing 
upon H. grolmd promising luck, and you will 
get the water in which the swords are washed 
to drink." H e goes to Brahmadatta and say! 
to bim, "0 king, the signs (nimittA.ni) dema.nd 
that there should be to· morrow at sunrise 8. 

tour-limbed army ready for fight, in full equip
ment and standing ona lucky.ground and that the 
arms should be waahed." The K&8i king orders his 
people to ~tisfy the }Jtl1'okifa's requirement.. 

• , OatU .... flpDI lent. ..... , ... ann,. CODIiI.~iQ&, of tltlpblDtt, bonN. 

O~OI ... ad. iI,f.DtI',.. 
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Thus the desire of tbe queen in her pregnant 
condition is fulfilled through the deceit ptA-ctised 
by the purollita. 

'fhe activity of the purohita8 who did not 
live in the king's Court but in the eountry 
seems really to be confiiled to mag~c. reading of 
signe and similn:r things. Here the: stood 
with regard to the representatives of the king 
probably in a relationship similar to that of the 
house priest to the king. They. however, lacked 
all opportunity):o develop any political capacity. 
These pur()hitas who were not in the service of 
the king are I also llLentioned in Drfthmanical 
literature, thougb rarely; still a verse of tho DaSa' 

1'. ] 17. 
• brftbmal).a JAtaka (lV. 364) refers 

to them and describes their work 
in these words :-

.. Food brough~ from a distance some Pl'NJ
hita8 in the villages eat, many people ask them 
(the meaning of star constellations, etc.), the~' 

castrate animals, (happy) signs they ,·end. . 
"Also (in the houses of these pW'ohilaa) there 

are slaugbtered shoo'll, buffaloes, swine and 
goats. f£bey are slangbterel'S, 0 great king, aud 
yet. they call themselves Brlilimat;tas." 

• 0" ,be "..,0.\,/0 in • wider ""M, c/ . Old,,,to..,. Jl,,1i,;"" d .. 
P'fdco p. 31-'oq. I 



CHAPTER VIn 

THE B.H.AHMANll 

We have placed the pUT'ohita, on account of 
his often purely worldly position, among the 
officers of the king but ba\'e emphasised the , 
faot that the proper source of his l)O~ower 

is to be sought in his being a BrAhma:Q.lIo, in his 
belonging to the Brf\.bmaQa caste; with this we 
shall now deal minutely. 

·While we had to point out in the case of 
the KhQ.ttiyas that, the expression "caste" did 
not strictly apply to them, ei ther in the modern 
sense or in the sense of the Brahmanical theory, 
the cast! is different with llrllhmag.fls. \xhey l\~e 
no class and do not represent auy special ele
ment of the Indian society whicb may be called 
the spiritual element, just as the Kh«ttiYa8 re-~ 
present the ruling element ; also they do not 
represent a purely hereditary rank, as do, for 
example, the ministers of the kin g, for we shall 
see that. the Brlthmal)!\ and the priest are in no 
way identical. The llrQ.hmal).aS arc a C8Jlte and 
that, too, almost in the sense in which they 
ullderstand it in their own theory. ( Everyone is 
a BrlLhmal).8. by his birth,' not by his profession; 

, 80 .180. B"III"~ i, dellned ill tbe ViDal. Pi~. ( Ni ... ~. 

el111 X. U ): 1>.410-,.. ........ iAti.a "r41o-.o. 
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be may change his ' profession, be mil)' 
follow the most humble caU· 
ings, still he remains a Brll.h

mB.Qa, It m~mb~r of his caste. Wha.t le nds 
exclusiveness to this Bl'ti.hmana societv. what , . . 

P. 1I i1. 

unites the Hrilh lllaJ:uls closely wit!l one another 
and sepnrates them from members of ot her 
mlstes is, firstl,v , the consciousness or being 
!.he premier caste, the on ly one which enjoys 
the privilege of of1'el'ing sacrifice, ns the 
only medium of 'communionting with the gods, 
and secondly, t he contempt nrising ~(rom this, 
of all people who aJ'e 10\\' by birth, whose con
tact is strictly prohibited, and finally. the 
obsel' vance of certain unil'ersni customs relatA 
ing especially to conmlbiu lII unn the eating 
of impure food, the vioiatioli' of whieh ieads ,ipuo 
jtt re to excommunication from the CI\St6) Of 
OOUl"8e, the excJusivenesM of the Brt\hmal,\a caste 
exists only in idoo. 'rhe great mass of Br!\hma· 
1).3.9, spread ovel' the whole of Northern India in v" 

Buddlm's time, doe!.' not constitute 1\ well-orga
nised body with a ch.iet and 1\ council ; such an 
external orgRnisation, as we find in the mode;
castes, seems wholly .wanting in that age.1 

, 0 ,,1, wh~n th" Brih". ........ lye i ~ ~jJJ.gttI ..... ieh IU'O! ncluiuli' 
t" hbllOd h, them alld !he III ."ion, il U,e preaeMe of II .. )' OrpliQtiooo 

thinkahle. 811C1h n .... h.....,.... ~m ... gK (hriPP"I} .. gillUl) ...... meaf;""K 

In the 1&t&bl ; 11.868 1 ill . 293; IV. " 6. fDrthor, 'hhhllf!P V. 
18, 12 1 Dip.. Nlkiy .. llL I . I I V. I . • 
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the jurisdicti.on to \'I'bich the olcmbers of the 
BrfihlmlQR cl\Ste were subject is not to be looked 
upon as a formal COllrt. in which cases of viola.
tion of the ca.,te rules wore decidecl: .it rather 
seems to consist. : 1 t he prtlSsure of publ ic opinjon 
which was stroll enough to 6tlfol'Ce the observ
ance of t he rules. If-> for example. as in the 
cases cited ",bol'e (pp. 3 t and 33 of the original, 
pp. '2 and 44 of the translation), It BrlihmaQ1\ 
bad partaken of the table le"vings of fL Cal;I.(JAJa, 
he ceased to be a Brahmana; in order to avoid 
the contempt 
gave up his 
(II. 84) . . 

of his fOl'mer caste people, he 
residence or committed suicide 

, 
If we try to get a pictu re of th is caste .. 

from a popular source, like the JMakliS, we 
_bould not be surpri sed to find it clifferent 

from that of t.he Brahmanical 
[ Po 119. ] 

sources. }'reed frc;ml his worldly 
conditions, the Brtlhmtwa appears to be placed, 
as it were, in an idea,l world , as the centro of 
which he is rega.rded, standing al)(we the gods, 
or at least, 011 the same level with them.l It i.!! 
atiferellt with the Ji\.ta'kas which pre!llent to us 

e Brl\bma'QllS as they afe in their daily Ih·es. 
e see bim .now as a teacber asking the u6l\4 . ....,-----
~ lI .... u IX. 316, .. WIw ... ti,e IIIppol1. of .11 .. orldo! aDd god_, 

.... 1 .... 11 .. 1. U .... lomlUl& ( .. criB.,., ,",,,,,r. V.,!.)-.. ho allall ;'1"" 
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scholar about tbe bonorarium he has brought, 
noll' he meels us behind the plough, nol\' in the 
court. of the king interpreting signs Rnd dreaDlt!! 
or predicting fl'om the oonstellotion of t116 stars 
the fut.ure of the ne" ti,,-bp l"ll ","rince, now 8S a 
rich mtJ.rch,mt in the mid~ 0' his accumulated 
trel\8ures, now at the n ead of 8. hig caravan. 

One may, however, object here that the 
JAtak if lhey 'do not idealise. litill commit the 
mislll'ke that they g_i,!"e 8 prejudiced and oon· 

temptuoull ,tiew ..... of the BrA.hmaI)8s. Man~ 
narratives seem t.o ju~tif)' this view, for in man 
oases the BrfihmaJ),K8 art! pictured as greedy 
shameless and immoral and sene tis It, foil to tb 
F(hatli.!I"' who play the part of the \' irlnOU8 and 
noble humanity in stories. Such ILll intentional 
OQutrflSt appears to be rull~' evident ill the Juoba 
JAtAk. ( \ V. 96 sq.) . . 

.. In old times, when Brahmadatta reigned 
hi BeDates, bis son .. Prince JUl).ba " studied in 
Tflkka.sill. ODe night, WI in darkness he quitted 
tbe bouse of the teacher to whom he was assigned, 
and went hurriedly to his residence, he met on 
the way a Brilhma~ who W68 a180 likew1ie 
going home after tin\shing his begging tour. _ 

·~ ·M be did not notice him, he pushed him with 
hie arm., 80 that the aim pot of the Bnibma\\A 
broke in twQ. 'fha Brlbmaoa threw himleJr 
down on tho ground. weepiQg loudly_ P'ilJed 
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with pity. the prince returned, look him by the 
hand and rl\ised him; the latter, however, cried : 
"You ha\'e broken m~' alms pot in two, my 

[ 1'. \:10.] 
dear, give m~ nt~· food," 'i'be 
prince replied, "llrJ\,hmal}R, I 

cannot. gi\'t~ .\'OU money just. now, but. 1 am 
the SOil of the King o f Kl'Lsi flod am called 
JUJ;lha; II'henl ascend the throlle, then come 
and ask the mOlley from me," The ]ldnce com
pleted his stuc\ies, took iea,'c of his ttlacbet and 
returnt!d to Bellare!', where he showed hiil father 
what he had learned. 'l'he father rejoiced thai 
be saw his son before his neath, wished to sea 
him also a~ king and Illnde OV61' the govenllllcnt 

to him which htl IlS "King ,I u~lha " conducted 
justl~,. 'l'Iw BI"1\h !nluJa hell I'd of this and reflected: 

"Now] will fet.ch the money for m~' food:" 
he went to Benares a nd as he saw tbe killg on It. 

felitive occnsion in the adol'lled 'cit,.", plsCled 
himself on an elevated seat, cr~'ing," Victory 
to the king." '11ho king · pllS~ed by, without 
noticing him . As the Bl'tLhmaQs knew that he 
remained unnoticed .. he J'aised his voice and 
sh"t:mted : 

"Hear my word, 0 ru.ler of men 1 Witb a 
particular object in "iew I have come here, 
JUJ;lha; one should not pass by a wandering, 
Brl\.hmal~, whom one meets on the WRY, it is said, 
(without notioing him ), 0 best of men." 
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When the king heard these words, be pulled 
up the elephant with his diamond-studded hook 
and rccited the second verse: 

" I bear, I stand. Say, 0 Brahmal;\a, on 
what purpose y OLL have' come here; tell me 
what YOll have come here tp ask me, 0 
Brh.hmaQ.3-. " 

Upon this, the following verses were recited. , 
in the course of the conversntion between the 
king and tbe Brft9mal)a : 

"Give me five rich vilhl.ges, a hundred slaves, 
seven hundred COW.'I and Illo r c than ten thousand 
gold pieces and two consorts of equal rank 
with me," 

" H tH'e you, 0 Br1i.hmal,a, made any pena.nce 
of great sevedty, or do you possess, 0 Brllhmat:l&. 
var ious magic incantations? Are any demons 
in your powel', or have you rendered me ally 

service? " 

"I have not done any penance or m"S'ic 
incantations, nor Inc any demons in my power, 
Dor do I remember baNi og rendered you a.ny 
service. .It concerns only a former meeting." 

"I see you (01' · the first ti me, 80 far as I 

[ I'. I f I.) 
know. ~ bave not known you 
befure this. Make clear to me 

in reply to my question, wben and wbere our 
meeting Look place." ,. 
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" In t.he beautiful city of the Gandbflra king, 
in 'l'akbsih\ we lived, 0 King . There, in dark
ness, at dead of night, we met each other, 
shoulder to s.boulder. l'llt~re we botb excbanged, 
o IJriuCtl, friendly words ; this is the only time 
that we luwe met. and we did not meet sillce or 
hafare," 

"If at ally timo amoug meu, 0 BrillinUlI,l8, 

1\ meeting with Allother good Ulan lakes pln.ce. 
wise Ulen do !lot ignore acquaintances resulting 
from casUl~1 meeting or long illtOrcULlI'lW, nor do 
they leave Ollt of accouut what is dOlJe before." 

" Voolish m Oil alone ignore such acquainhmces 
as well 8i!' what WI~S done I~fore . Even great 
thin<l)"8 which occur to fools come to nothing; Cor 

so arc the fools, ungl'ateful by nature." 
"'l 'he thougLtfuJ, howerer, nerel' allow Irlloll

si tory or long acqlU\iutance.<I; 01' whal was done 
before Lo disapptlal'. ]~\"en a ~U1a.1l thing which 
IUl.ppens to thoughtful llIell does not go for 
nothing; fol' so are the thoughtful , mindful by 
nature." 

" r gh'e you t he five rich villages, a hundred 
ShH'eg, SC, 'CII hundr~l COIl'S and more than 
It. thowsand gold pieces and two l:(l lliIQl't$ of equal 
~irth with you," 

"So it is with good tIlen when t bey meet, 
o KillS. !IS it i.s with the moon when silt' meei;f; 
the I!lan; she will be full , O lord of Klsi, like 
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mrso1f, Cor r hl1ve reCtlt"EKI to·da~' what. Waf( 
promised. at our meeting." 

" '1'he Bodhisatta.. .. "0 e nds the J lll).ha .Tl\takll, 
., hctl.pl'<l wealth aud honour upon him," 

As the sbameiessn6s of a Brl\hma.Q,80 is here 

ridiculed, so also in other pas&tf'6s. the greedi
ness of the Brflhmat;t.as gives the narrator"" 
1\ good opportunity Cor makinf! fUll of them. 
" The Brl'l.llInal.1as are full of greed of gold" 
(brttillnal)a. dhaualoU\. honti, T. J25 ), so thinks 
the jachl in th Sig!'l. lll .1 i\taku who ventured 
juto the town at night and when he \\'/issleeping 
WlloS 11lkell wUl.wa.res b~' the breaking of the dl\y 
and fr ightened b~' the inabilit.y to make good hi>; 
escape \\'ithoul~ being lloticed. He offel's Ii 

Brflhmtl.J;l.1l two hundroo kaka.-
( I'. J2t.] 

pm,ld8 if he Ollil take him under 
his shouldet's, ooncealed by his overcoat, out of 
the town. 'l'he Hrflhma1).a agrees, but is punished 
lJ~ve ,·el.v for his greed I\wl in such a wily that, 
be cannot retaliate . 

. Especially, ii, is the J3rftllmf\.~S in the King's 
service whose greed is bt'ought prominenU)' into 
\' iew. In Ule Sus1ma Jtuakll. it is narmted that 
the B~hmal).aS after the deMh of the p"ro/aita, 

. who, as explained, got t.en millions ,n·ery tim~ 
for the coo.!lecratioll of the State cl~ph8nt, went 
to the king and told him that the.\' wanted, a. 
the purohita's son was still too young and knew 
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neither the three ' ladas - nol' Ule huUidiutta, to 
perform the eieIJhant consecration themselves. 
The kir:g agreed nnd the BrAhmal).ns were highly 
pleased to rece ive the money for the Il atthi. 
ma~lgala. 

The power of the Hri\bmaJ.).l\)~ to give an 
opinion by reading signs n.h{lllt the future o[ a 
man or the success of an enterprise had concealed 
in it the temptation to make this opinion depend 
upon the expected reward, and the Jl\takas 
make i t probable that the Brlihm al).ns in ml\ny 
cases could not resist this temptation. An 
a'ilakk'la~plithakab,.ahma'./a, i.e., a Brl'thmst:U\ 
who by fixed characteristics (Cor example, by 
8cent) knows t he goodness of a sword, says to 
people. who have simply paid him for th is, <t The 
sword has It. lucky sign, it is luck-bringing" 
(ali lakkha~8umpall1/'o 1nattQftiaBamyutfo I. 455); 
if, however, he gets no reward (or this, he declares 
the sword to be at;alakkha~Ut, i.e., AS " possessing 
bad characteristics." 

.In t he class of enemies whom the dog of 
Sakka dressed as a hunter should kill (IV. 184), 
are included the reward-seeking Brllhmal).as:-

I< If the Brtlhmanas, knowing the Vedas, the 
aivitrt I a.nd the sacrificial litany, make offerings 
for the sake of t he reward, then t 4e dog must 
be let loose." 

, The .. _ ill tbe Rig .. ed. (11. 62. 10) : t"l ... " il"r ~'O....,,"'" 
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Further, moralit.y doei< not. 866m, according 
to the JMaka.s, to be in a good way with the 
Brl\.hma.~\S. We read in the Sambhava Jltaka 
(V . . 57 sq.) how the pltl'ohita Suchtrata is seot 
by his king, t he ruler of the K.uru laud, Dhanail-, 
jayakorabya, to the Brfthmal;LA Vidhura in Bena-
res io bring a n answer to t he question) relating 

( P.123.] 
to the dkmmnoyliga I ,,,bieh he 
cannot himself answer. He 

does not go from I ndapaUa straight to He nams 
but goes to Vidhura nfter fi rst travelling all over 
I ndia without being able to get any answer from 
any wise man. Vidh urn cnunot answer his 
question, as he is occLlpied with other tilOughts 
and sends him to bis son Bhadraki'l.ra. " )fy love," 
t.h e latter replies to the request of the purohita. 
~ I am in these (lays occupied in seducing 
the wHo of anotber, .my mimi is full of it, so 
tha.t I cannot a nswer yOllr question, but my 
younger brother Sa.il.jaya possesses fL better 
understanding than I; ask him, he will be 

a.ble to answer your questiou. ) But be gets 
nothin g better from Safi jaya., for he also is 

, Qh"",,,,,,w4g<o denotM lit"rslly ." olfering .. hleb lIIita til. db ........ , 
the doctrine Or the I.... . A l\POiliellr.iml of oll'eri,og i. nllL t.o t.. IInder . 

• too<! bl tbi., bot rst ber, IOIIlething lih." "ideool oll'erillg .. hieb .. t"· 
fl. .. . U r6q llirs01ant.o." In the an.we .... hieb .. A~.lly _ribed III 
8ua1rstA, .n oII'ering in th" S .... hm.ni ... 1 Molle i. "Cll"Uinly _ men. 

\.ionm, for the BIICldbi.t., a"an the 1iM"""'1I69 .. , the idNl eacrltce, 
CODn8i,ta in .. irtQIIII.I I1re in ac.'OOl"danlle .... ith til" riM ...... 
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in love with the wife. of another I\nd swims 
the Gaugl\, overy · day to !;'O to his heloved : 
"Evening and morning. when 1 swim across 
the rivel', death can 8w/\1I0w me: of this my mind · 
is full." He points to him his seven-year-ola 
brother and it is be who fil~t II.n~\vers his 
question. 

Still, it IVOUlrl he wrong if w t> would infer 
rrom these examples 1\ feeling in the JiltIt· 
kl\S hostile to j he Brflhml\l}l\S. As everywhere 
in tbe P aJi li lel'1\ture' the I t.rue " Btilhmal,l8. 

( I'. IU. ) 
- thnt is, according t.o tht" Bud
dhistic vie w, I he BrfthnuLl)a who 

attaches m ine not fa birt h, nor to the study of 
the Veda, nor to sacritice, bu t only t,o drtuolL'! 
conduct-is verl' much hononrcd. \ On accou nt 
of the importance whihh is attllcbc8. in Uuddhfl,'s 
teaChings to t.he I' irt.uous life, the re CIIIl be no 

. 
, So i .. lb. Brlh"'AI}AY1LII''''' of t be Dhl",mlpoWR ( ... 1. .·IOIIlOI1, 

p. TV) : "Not tbe lIo ... i ... ,-ir. not tb . f"mily, Dotlhe ""lit "' llI:ea th. 
I:INb ... &qA. lIe ... 1to 1_ truth. ,·in ... , ill h." py lind il' B, &hlQl.\"' ·' 

Of. ' "rtlull' Ihe 11 .... ,H ... v--dhJI''''mik. Bun .. in Ihl! SnilA Nipi'" 

(~. }· .... 1lO1I, p. M Joq.) .. od the ." .......... hk], in the Vin.,.. 
1';\'1.... IInddh. givel to the hijl;b.n,indod lloilol"'9* in .nl ... e. 

It • • th. 'lueatioa .... gardinl t~ cb • ...otft'i. ti"'" at.. 8 ...... 11 .... 
( M.lan •• I . %-8) , "The 8 .... h ..... 9. who h .. ",moved 11 11 .in~ 

,"O .. h;", ... U, ... ho il fft!e from .... u,II'htin"' ... fl't'll from 1" ' "lIri,,. .n ,1 ,.u or Nlf.oo"U'ol, who ha, , ..... ~Md -cl",_ faU,., >I'bo h .. f"llIlle<! 
,be dill," of n .IM, 111M 1 Brib" ...... Non trllly be OI\lIed .. 8rf.1"u~ 

(or ... hom tbe .... I. nn mO ..... a.ny deaire rur an,tl bl"" in Ihl! world." 
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question bere of (L bosti1e a.ttitude of lluddhism 
towards the world-renouncing Brnhmauical asce
tics. 'rho spirit of the Buddhistic writings and 
even of the .TMakas is only agl\inst the external 
conception of BI'8.hmanical duties ( brdh11utl.!O,o 

dhammo, IV. 301 sq.), as it is . developed, for 
example, by Udd(Llaka in answer to his father's 
questioll (see above p. 26 sq.). 'Whilst Uddf.\laka 
understands by brah7llal.Uldllammn going round 
the fire. sprinkling water l\1lt\ the setti ng up of 
the 8I\cl'ificiai fj re, the pU1'Qhit" wbo sees the 
ide!!l of the Bri\hmaQfl. in the property-less, 
world-rl!IlOl111cing holy man, gives expression to 
the .Buddhistic conception in these words:,-

.. " ' ithoui iand, withollt reia.tions, U11COII-':
corned !thout. the Stmsuous world, free from 
desin'~ . immuno froflrM lll~ts. indifferent to 
tI.tistencc, acting thu'!, the Brflhllll:lolJ.l~ at.tllins 
l)~flce of mind; ror th i~ reaSOIl one calls him 
\'irtuoutl," 

'L'hat tllis Url\hmal,l& without pl'operty I:I.nd
without desires is even for the Buddhistic 
m~l'rator a thOl'Oligh ly !lonollnthle pcr'SOn, I:I.ppea l"S 
[rOm numerous pasSlig68 of Ule :Jfi.tn.kILS, fqr 
examl)le, rrom the S]lcC8.qlkira .TAtah. (I, 328 sq. ), 
where with a hard.bearted a.nd cruel prince an 
Illlliabltl and symp1'thetic Brfthm81,lA. Ascetic is 
(''Ontrastcd. @t, freqUtHlt occurrenoe of .(nlUltia 

and brcil",t(Jtlf.~ Logtltber shows that lht! homeless , 
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llrtilimal,U\ were [or the Bud
dhist i4eDtica9 jl.\:lt as for him 
the attributeS of a homeless 

ascetic, prOI}6rtyles~ness and desireiessness, inhere 
ill Lhe n otion of a " t l"Ue" BrAhmaQa. 

" .Let virtuo~ ascetics and llrll.hmaQaS (Btla
rumtc ·,atlkttJ,a-b l'dll71UtI.U!' L 187) sit in the stable 
of the (,rlcioll.-'t) elephants nnd talk of the 
virtuous li re" is th~ H.dvice which the minister 
gives the king, n.'l he hopes in lhi l!! way to t.ame · 
the elephant which has become wild thro .. ugb the 
plotB or robbtm;, " Do you not know that you 
a re a saint or a i!rll.lllutU,18." (laoa 8·~11la1.labh4-
"am vd brdhmw.wbMioatn oct Ita jalw/l i I. 305)
'Vith these words the quoon brings the sensual 
ascetics to their senses. 

In my o])inioo , \~e ave to distinguish 
bctw661l two kinds or hmllt;t3s wh o, though 

theyao not perhavs aliI ear to be outwardly dis· 
t.inguiahable iu allY way, are essentially ditfeor· 
eDt in nature' and "hUove nothing in common 

• 
, Even ill I""" edicte lit" A60h 11ll" jUIUo'-; lion of •• ,.,,"" and 

h..tA",o.,... i" tOllnd. I" ~ .... f"unll edl,,!., "1II01I1!' tile dill;" l,,;d down 

by ,Uou w be IMlrfurmed, p~r oollllu()~ tow"Mia llri.hm"-':>Q and 

..... 11;.,. I. <a .. ",ioned (k .. I1I1..,.~ ,,,,,,,,,,,,.w ... "''''JI'l4;poli). Of, Z.h.ob 
d. ()(Iu~b. Jdorg4ltll. G_HlOOb"h," Vol. 87-, " . 265 . 

• A di"iliou of u.. IIr'blll"~ CU'" into dilrenmt ",b._I, • 
colllbi".tioll of tlu»e _ .. "'lIni ... tetl hom u.elt' .. .te. 1.0 fona" lIew 

""'''', .. lak. ,,,_ illlowia to-da" i. I tllink, not 10 be ... ppo.ed 
for thtl oldor B"ddhi.llu ,IIInod, III we fi .. " DO t..oe of it n y.h_ 
in P.li litanot\U'e, AI.., lba, Ih" U ... b"'''lIical ... boob ....,.. noIlol"l 
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with each other except the name and the fact 
of belongi ng tp tho same caste. 'Ya speak of 
the distinction between" roper " and " worldly" 
BrA.hmal,UlS. 'l'he, first class corresponds closely
to the ideal sketched in \ their own writings. 
Their life is us ually divided in to thr!::e or four 
stages, into which the life of a !Brahmal)8. ' is 
dividcil by the Jaw books and the observance 
of wbich, as is recommended here, appears to 
be looked upon as essential.' 

The ,Bri\.bm&1).& goes, wben grown up. to a 

[ Po 126.) 
teacher, studies bere Ule Vedas,r
sets up then a household. 

renounces later worldly life and goes to lhe 
forest where bc~ lives either as a hermit or 
surround~d by a hos t of pupils and ascetics 
and which -he quits in course of time to take 
up the liCe of the l;lsectic and provide himself 

of ~b;., 1-4vould nQt with Sc,~ (&t-..... de_ ,""""H, \'01. 122, p. llS) 

eK p]ai ll by tbe .~!.empt of ~ho lIolho: ... IAl rfI~'~ the CUI" i" Lbeir 

idMl [ n~!y.IHn .. oul<l ra!t.. 00J>e1~ 1ft"" Ih i., llun it is llrat io 
modor:ra Ii", .. , .. /, ... l ite _t.. I.ko more and more th .. Q.ban.>ter 

01 prufeuiOMI oodunaaftiea, ~lLat tbo gld ullity IIf w Blitbu ...... cute, 
although uiIl.i.DJ ..... ' III the id_, is lo.t. 

t :J. ....... bb. [I . 21.1 III. "The.., ..... four .t.if(!II of liro (Unu ... ), 
tile bo:.a.e.holder'1 ItIIj(e, thll -.,bo\ar' •• ~, lhe .I<age of the -oc 
...... !.bat of th., bormi' I" the.foreost. Who liv..,. .11 an tbeee .. ".,oroi". 
to t.Iu> pl'HCl'l'bed roW,.u:aiM J'O(>ace or tho _ I'; .foII" VI. 37 
.,1vr-1y __ '.w ~ '1IIAl l th .. ,_ ",Ullt follow lhtl lifll 

01 lbe 1CIbo ........ ~ dwa ho_bold,": " A , .. k6.boru .. ho _kl 

to be r ... '- ~ .. arid .. ithout I, ,,dyi"g tho \ 'ed".lId .,.;thoul 

prod ..... ..., .... Iiab.~ 

•• 



with food by begging (l3odhiSt'l.tto KA.siratthe 
bdlllOfLJ).Ilkule oibbattitvll vayappatto 't'Hokkasilaf!l 
gantvfl. sabbasippflni uggal)h itvb. ghar1ivasatrl 

pah£\.ya isipabbajjal~l pabbajitd\'galJ.asatth1i hutva 
Himavnntapa<iese cirarr vasitv!\. ]onambilase\'a
natthfl.y/\ jaullpodac.:irika rf\, caram!\no Bflri\ l:tasil'!1 
patvl\ n\jllY)'i'Lne \'asitr:\ punadivase dvl\ragame 
sapariso bhikkhlidl.ral!l ctll'i. II. 85. Similal'iyalso 
II. 39:~, 411; If I. l ·j,i, 352). Here we have the 
~ur A~ramas of the lawbooks- tbe period of 

life of the scholar, till! period of life of the 
householder, the period o[ stay in t.he forest and 
the period of wandering as a beggar. The 
fonnula CJllOt.ed, by which the mode of liCe of 
an .. upright It Bl·i\bmnl)l.\ should be characteris
ed, occurs in exactly the same words at the 
beginning of l\ large number of J ntakas. Still 
on a mbre minute comparison we notice differ
ences; sometimes t.he BrahmaJ)8 ren.ounces 
the world immediately after he is grown up, 

"'--;'pparently wilhout fu lfi lling the duties of the 
scholar and the householder, and becomes a 
homeless ascetic (I. 333, 361, 373. 450; II. 131, 
232, 262) ; sometimes we read of the beginning 
of the householder's stage and later renuncia· 
tion of worldly lire \vi!hout' any previous stage 
as scholar (lI. 41, 145, 269, 43i; III. 45) ; 
sometimes, the adoption of the houseless condi· 
tion- rcsidence in the forest or wa.ndering-takes 
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plnce immediatel~' after 'the com pletion of tbe 
studies (II. 72; 111. (;4, i 9, 110, 119,228, 249, 
308 ; V. 152, 193). iletwoon th ese two la.st stages 
of liCe, no distinction, as betweeu two successive 
stages, is made <l.1l)'w here ill the JatakHs, and it 

[Po I~;. ] 
is probable that, in practice 
also 110 distinction between the 

I,wo \\'1.\.<; made, liS inclemencies or weather and 
the necessities of life compelled e l' cry ascetic 
at. t imes to exchange residence in the rorest 
for the mode of li(' of a wl\ndcring beggar. 
If we do not wish to su ppose that the J l\t8,kas 
pUl'poscJy vary the wOI'ding, in order not to 
use tbe sa me words alwfL),s, in enumerating 
the different. stages of life of a BI'u.hmw:m-
a supposition Il'hieb is contradicted by the words 
which were wholly cu rrent in the t hen Pali 
literature and repeat<.od to t.he point oC weariness 
-;-we can, in my opinio n, conclude from these 
m riations t llll.t there was in rcnlit.y no questior::\;""'"" 
of a scb,omatic pN.rtitiou of the' course of life of a 
Bra llmal.Ul. Often migbt the {our stages in tbe ....
life of an or thodox: Bclhmru:m overh~l) one 
anothcr a nd it rested with the autbors of the 
law books to t ry to llll,lke a model of this ideal in 
their thory: we shouldl1 however. be greatly 
mistaken if we would th ink of aU Brl\hmnl~as as 
gi\'en one and nU to study a.nd asceticism and 
SUppOStl that they had divided their liCe into four 
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stages and dedicated the last two to the occu
pat ion of a he rmi t and a wH.nde l'i ng beggar. I..//} 

If we take inLo consideration t his distinc
tion between theory and practice llrought about 
by the schematising influence of the Brahmaoical 
lawbooks, there still " rises It close approxi 
mation between the " proper " Brhllmal)A of the 
Ju.tIlkas and the BrJ\hmal)U. as we know him from 
the Bn\hmru:ul te xls and the lawbooks, and this, 
not bOO/;UL'Je of the external di,"ision of life but 
through the [a.ct that he fu lfils the duties of a. 
HI1\hmalJ,a and enjoys his privileges . 

.As the four duties of a Brtlhmal)B. tfi"e 

( P. 128. ] 
Satnpatha BrahmaQft. mentions 
(XI. 5. 7, I )' : Drahmanical 

pA-rentage (brllhmal,yarp), suitable behavioul'_ 
(prlltirt1pacbaryiL), attainment of fame (yMas) 
and teaching o[ men (loka)>akU). We should 
not from the natura oC ou r source expect that 
it should olter us any detailed ill ustration of 
this scheme, for this reason that the dnties 
mentioned consist in part in the carrying out 
of t bings which lie beyond the range of vision 

, ae"art, Ru ... du "'- _du, \'o~ 122, P. 102. The Ilrtiolel 01 
8enut III lIoe ~ q"ole<! above ( I'. I!! Nol.e, p. 8. Note ill the origiarJ) ..., 

baYe ill the mee.o ti.,. .p~ io book form allder tbe title Lu OMta 

do", t'l -.M. 1M I~;u ., I • • ~lti..... Pan. 180(1. I .b.U ",!er b,noe· 
fotih to thll tldit.ioll. 

Of. Weber, 11Odi.eM&. di,., VOl. 10, p. ' I , 69 'II. 
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t!/- the Buddhistic nart-awr and of which he 
blocks any und erstanding. Thus, the J'I'ltakas,...
contain no rules regar<ling sacrifice which 
together with SLtI(Iy constitutes the duty of 
attainment of fame men tioned in the thi rd pas
sage; they only mention it, in pr(ler to exhibit 
its worthlessness and illustrate the swindling'
ways of lhe greedy Brllhmm,llS in filling their 
pockets. For the Bn'\hmlll)as to make profit 
out of the sacrificial ceremonies seems to IHwe 
passed into a pro~erh eW'rent among the people. 
As It. king at Ii sacrifici: .. l ceremony gives money ,/ 
to .. he HnlhmaJ',las, so does the sanaJ)(£{j, willingly 
give his wife .to his lord-thus rUllS a. verse 
in the U mmo.danti J 1\taka (V. 221). Also (or the 
fu lfilment of the first duty, namely, bl'alltlla~j:!la, 

I cannot give any ilIustratiOIl from the Jtttakas 
t hemselves, but we can infer {rom the polemic ... 
against the value attached to birth which we 
come across bere, and indeed, generally, in the 
Jft.takas, that even in the eastern lands, great 
fmportance was attached, at least in some eases, to 
pure birth on the part of the BrJ\bmaJ)us. What 
is meant here by t\ true BrflhmaJ)a we learn, 
for example, from 8: passage of the NidtLnl\ka.thA 
(1. 2), wb~ it is said o{ the first Bod1:iisattwa, 
that is, Buddha in his fh'st existence as Brfl.h
mal)l:l. Sumedba. "Of good family, on both sides 
on the father'S side as well WJ Oll the mother's 
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of pure an glO up to 'the seventh generation, 
Caultless and irreproacha.hle. so fa.r as birth is 
concel'ned." 'l' he~t are the same wOI'ds which 
appear elsewhere in the Pali canon 1 and in 
which ill the Digha Nikl'lya. ( rv. 4) the Hl'nh. 
InfU:UU! ask SOl)udal.\cla t.o seek for his ancestor 
in the Sam(1)1l Goiamu, whiltl pointing out his 
llrahmllnicaJ or igin. " Because ~'OU , 0 801)1\
d<ll)cl", are of good family on hoth sides, thcJ;'e

[ I'. 12II.} 
fore , YOH should not seek the 
Samtll)a Gotama but Samal)a 

Gotama must seek ~'ou." 

'I'hat exam]lies of "iI'luous Brf'lhnHU)as who 
were quite I>eriolt ~ about the second duty. 
that of leading It pl'opel' life (pmIi1'lIpacaryd), 
were not ml'c ill the J fHakas, has al ready been 
mentioned; here we will on ly quote the answer 
wh ich ill th (' 'Samiddhi J f\.t.aka (II, 56 sq,) t he 
young Brahmm:U1 hel'mit gi \'es with l'eCcl'ence 
to the allu rements of the nymph who I'eminds 
him that so long ILS he is young, he should enjoy 
life and not nllow ti me to slip :-

"I don't know tbe time (oC my death), the 
time is bidden from my sight: I will therefore 
lead the life of a beggar without enjoying; the 
(right) time (of 1\ virtuous course of life) should 
not slip from me," 

, &e the p"-gc of the Y'III'!~~ht, Buua quoted below p,220, 
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,nlat is most explicit IS the rule con
taillc<l in the Jllt a kflS concernin .... study which o • 
constitutes, by the side of sacrifice, the third 
duty of t.he Bn'hmm~a, namely, a ttainment of 
fame (/joNas). 

'When the 
he leaves his 

young 13 rflhmul).a is grown up . 
paternal home and goes to a _ 
teacher.1 As a rule, the t ime 

( 1'.1 30.] 
fO l' tIle beginniug o f studies is 

gh'cn as the end of boyhood: " After he WIlS 

grown up (vilyapplll bt) "-so i t is said in tbe 

, Another p<> .. ible mode "r life fot which I find no analogne in 

il.,.10"'8";,,,,1 IIOnrreB i. IWnlctiuw • • 110\\'L'<I Iv a YOII"g Ilri l1Olll.l.'8 by 

hie purontl. TheH k ind led .. lire (j4ldgUi) '''' Ihn ,h,,. vr hi. bin b a nd 

kRill i~ bu.ning .. ",c. li nce. Whclllh" hoy become •• ixtoo" )'~"" old, hi l 

)....,,"18 8IIJ' to bim, " Sou, "'"),,'vC )d" dk.J" Ii..., <'" d,~ da.J' of yoor 
hinh arId hR ,'o not a tlo"'ed it f() he ox,i"goi8h~~, if you wi. h f() lead 

.. hOOKI,old,,"" lifo, ] ~'II rn t he throe ' ·"d .... ; if yo". hOK-" .. e r . ... i.b to 
eoter thll ,,"orld or Brahm .. ,,;" tllke the !iN ;',1.0 Lh~ foren ""d ",rTf! 

it, IKI ~h .. ~ )'OU mQy wi" ,100 f"vour of ~J~ha1t .... llDul and .. tl ft'n the 

world of lI .... ho' • . " Th" agu;''''' ''ire ",u"ti"u~d horo i. probably 
identical wilb t ho "liCrvi~ of liN" (ogviporic, .. iW4), Ihe thi rd of Ihe 

fon. f"l eo paib, (a~wa"'I/H4 n;), of "'hid, il '" .... id in Ibe Digha 
"'kiya ( III. 2.a) that t hey don't lead lolh" .. Ua inn, cnt of tho higb«t

I'UrfOCt.iOIl in knowledge .nd modo of life. 

t'OT the explan.lioll,ot the jIU"gvi, t he li re for. worn ... ill rhild. 
bed (14tik'lIlI i), meuliolled by Hirol)yuc~n (GrihyuOt ,.. 11. 3) and 

... hieh .. 1<". tho Vi .. .,., of Ihe dOlll",Ii<l .. eri6ci.l fi re, . hould be pointed 

out here. Of . Oldoo","'1I', m. R,UII"o- <hI V<Jd<>, I' . 338. The .... boo'" 
kno ... nolbing of. lire k,edled .~Ll,o birll> of . ' On, rhlY ' ]oflII k, 011 

the conttllry, of" • .,.'''''Mla .... r ~ ' , ..•.• R II .... k,,,,lIed on thQ OCCAtion of 

"''''Ti''f!'' ... bioh ......... fur the performonce of dumOltic <)I'mmoni.., 
rJr IIIilr illce. .nd for the cooking (If the dr.ily food, aud COUIbquently. 

'equln)Hltolba .. ~V~ pel'lllfo,ueuUy. Man .. , 111. 67. 
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Tittira. JJHaka (1. 431) and also in se \~eral other 
places (I . 436, 505; II. 52; III. 18, 171. 19!L. 
2·28,248; V. 193, 227)-" he learnt all sciences 
in '!'akkusiln.... In the J at..'tkas, howover, the' 

;Brll.hm0J).8. youth as well as the Kbnttiya wits con-
/Sidered grown up when he had attained the six

teenth year.1 'fhis appears clearly in the Sara
bhanga ·JiHaka, where it is said of the puroh ita's 
son that in his sixteenth year he was extraordi
narily beautiful and that his father sent him to 
'£akkastJl\ on seeing the full growth of his body 
(Sartr(UJ(ltilpalti, V. ] 27). So also ill the three 
JA.~aklls where the parents give the son the 
option of either worshipping the" natal fire " 
(ititaggi) in tbe (orest or studying. 

A s in the case of the Khattiyas, so rusa 
)n that of the Brilhm6QAs. 'fakkasil(\. is always 

mentioned 68 the place where youths carryon 
their studies; more rarely, lle1l8.I'eS is mentioned 
as the place of residence of a. world-renowned 
teacher (II. 260; III. 18). 'fhis last appears; 
according to the J at.akas-ns already remarked
to be behind 'l 'akkasiiA. in scien~ific importance. 

, Acoording to t he lawbook .. I.~ oornph;don of the ,h,WC)nth 

lt1U it lh" li",,, hI which the lA" ilri, i..,~ the CI! .... monial InuodactioD 

into du, .... tII through !.he Iltta .. no& of the oarifTl, mull- han '-n 

poriomi05d. T h" """""Wa lloCl, 011 the (lther band, t he Admi .. i.,.. (It the 

pnl,il into tbll doouilltO and thai the bagill"i"g of t~e ,tnd" oonld "fIT1 
•• 11 take p~ in ..... ~ighth, IIOmuthllN UeD in the fifth y .. r . 

.III .IIU, II. 36 1Iq. 
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Ilnd is an i)' resor ted to, as fI young Brtt.hmaQ,a 
stich l;\S in mentioned i.n the .'\su.nkn JA.taka 
(111. i4.S) born in !~ Kasi village would other wise 
'hardly go to the distant. city or t.he Gandhnrll 

kin gdom ror purposes of ~t, ud.v hut. would rather 
go to th e chief lown of h is own land, to Benares. 

As the chief subjecl of the stud y of the . / 

Brl\hmal).t&S, the Vedas occur naturally in our 

(t' 131.] 
sources, .• 1n the th ree Vedas 
thoroughl)' proficient "1 (li1jI,lClm 

ceddllum pdt'ugil fi r pa"alll galo, I. :18. 43. 166 
etc.), "n.t.tlli Il Cd perfectioll in the thret· Vedas" 
(tf~1I ved(m~ l,ipp/utUim patio, I. 285)- lh68(' 
ure t.h e invlL riaLle epith et~ o f II. t rue Brt\hmal;l&. 

Instead of t he three V (.'das, t ht:! m.antas are ... 
sometimes mentioned which the teacher makea 
his pupil:ol lellrfl (,-,wl,lie r:dce8l, 1. 4Ot: n. 100. 

260). "f'ormerly, I WIlS It llril.hmaQll Uk.., 

you studyi ng t-h e Vedlts" (nw"tajjh6ya*" 
brdkmalla, T. 167) ~ays the goat, which 

J'emembers i~ form er birth , LO the Drabmani 
car ten.ch er. Also when it is 8$Lid ge nerally 

or a. BrftJllUllI:u" ... he learnt the sciel1<*" (sippum 

, ., il note"lIM"Y LIut.~ ... ...,. .. b ..... in OUr leSt .... '1 lh .... VowI ... 

.... ...... 'i~. It.~ to'me ,,," " ..... in ..... bu • proof thel 
1M Ai." ....... ~..ct. i" tbtl 01 ...... DDddhiKie.,.e •• ttboa,b i. ui ........ . 

.... Mec:ci .... - .... ppM'. from 8>01111 Sipill. VII .... m, and ....... ..... 

... oS by .b. 8rAbIllIUJU'II 1.be perform.....:. of ~I ril_ ..... lOOt 

ftMI.,d.red fro ... the ... Ilgi ..... 1'&IId..,;". of ~I ....n. orilh ,lie ocheo
....... Vedu. 

" 
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I4ggatlM. III. J S: I'.q.qah,ilasippa. III. 2·~9: 

V. 193), wba~ is meanl. b~' it 1'1 the Urahmanical 
science .,,,,' .'(0)(,)'''' the study of the Veda Still 
the three Veda.'l were manifestly not the sole 
subject which the Br{\.hmal)as were tflught 
durin g their student da~l8.; in s6vcrfi l places" all 
the sciences" (Babbrr8ippani, I. 463 : II. 53; lIT. 

I 219) arc mentioned as what the BrAhmal)a has 
to learn and by this are to be undcl'i'!tood, · over 
and above the three Vedas, eighteen branches 

"..of science. The purohif.a in the SabbadMha 
J ft.t.aka. is ,tersed in t he three Vedas and eighteen 
sciences ( tilJ1:W1U vedtltwm aUIt41'Mannam sippti
nam pd.ratn. galo, II. 2:13) and tht" 1tdicca-. 
brdhma1Jd of the Bhlrnascna J1\.taka learns from 
a world-renowned teacher in l'l~kkasih\ the 
three Vedas and Ihe eighteen branches or 
knowledge (layo fj,.d,. atllttira8f1 vijjaUMlIani, 
I. 356. So ruso 1. 463). Particulars about 
these a(.lM.ra8a fJijja((ltlitlalii we don't learn 
from the Jlltakas tbemselyes; still it is not 
improba.ble that they coincide approximately 
with the eig ht.een divisions which are mentioned 
in the BrabmaniCllI systems and into which tho 
Hindus still divide their sciences.' 

------------------------~' 
, ho a probtobl,!' .. ory modo .... work or a" orthodot Br&hm~, 

f ~he Pl'Mtbinabhed& (ma"ifoldne .. or methodd or Madlln.nu
s ........ ". ~h. foUo"';" .. .,Igh_n ..,i,-.. are "nn",er,HI'd : I . Th. 
tn", Vedu t Rig",""", y .. j llnoeda. 8a .... -...w .. Ild .tt"""-... .....t.. (l/) Thot 
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The scholars (antevl\:lika) were not always 

[ I'. I al!. ] 
placed in the same category, 
but were divided , according to 

tile 'l'iil'Lmutlhi J l1taka, in to t wo classes, namely, 
into the Dluwmumlevaaika. that is, such as during 
the day-time rendel'ed Service to the teacher 
(as remuuenl.tion for the instruction received) 
and pl'osecuted their studies at ni ght, and the 
acarigabkligadti.'1aka, i.e., those wbo paid 8.,,91 
honorarium to the teacher; these live-as it is 
said in II . 278- !ike eldest sons in the house of 
the teacher. '1'0 the honorarium brought by the 
pupil , great importance is attached by the". 
teacher. 'fhe meeting between the newJy ar· 
"ived scholnr, a.. prince from Benares. and t be 
tea(lh cr in 'fakkasila., narrated in the Tilam utthi 
Jfl.t;~ka, takes place in the following way : The 
young prince is informed where his teacher 
lives and meets him as he walks to and [1'0 in 

.lE '-ediifll/Rll (1;",1., of Ihe Yed~.). 1I"'II .. ly. iint..a (pbonoI08'Y) . 
kill!,'" ( .. hu",I), vylhnu,.. (I:; .... 'n'n .. r). nirQh .. (won!.mef,nillg). 

~ha .. d ... (n.etr'oo) ""d jyoti.be ( ... trol1Omioo.l ",;e lloo of aim .......... 

,n.klng); (3) 'rhe fnu. Upinp" (Ilum".y lTIemben), namely, the 

l'pr/i.'l'" (ltorl •• of .. ,,~i .... t limN), nl'l" (Iorio) mimtot)." ( YediC! 
dogm .. t iOl) end the dharm ..... t.r .... (I ... boob). To tlt_ fOllrteen 

.clen""" mentioned ",'"n by Yljth .... lky .. (I,S), M .. dhula.da .. .... d. foa r 

'nO ... U ... ·"" ... ("ulili lU'l Yew), namol1, '1tU".1Ida (medi .... l.olen ... ), 

db""""",,,,I,, ( "'ilit.o.ry .,ielloe). Jt:Ilndh ...... uod" ("'D.llcal ..:lelloe) IUId 
..,;.I ........ t ... (praatk-al In. of t.eo.chinr) • .0 that in the I-Oto.l, eighteen 

~relle<!l ... iee. With tb _ tb. 'f~h • ..-a ... "ijja~~hlnAn i or 0111' telrt. .... 
, n ... ly not .. holly id .... ,ti.,.j , ........ rwo ;0 tbe .. the three Vod ... ue not 

<IOn'pnhe ndQd. C/. UGlder, llOdi .... A~!iq .... "" 18906 p. 247. 
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front of his house after. finislliug his teaching 
work. When he sees the tMcber, he takes otT 
his shOt.'i:I. remonlS his umbrella and stands 
tlaluting with res pect. The fOfmer lIotices that 

[I' 133]. 
the new arrival IS fatigued 
with t.he journey and wel

comes him cordially. Alter the young nlnn 
has ooten and res ted Ii bit, he approoches 
the leItcher l1gtlin , saluting' l"espectfull y and the 
teacher muke~ a minut.e enquirs a.hOlil bis 

antecedent".,. " \VherA do ~'ou cOllle from, my 
dear," he asks him ... FI'O m Be llares," " ,Yhose 
!IOn are you r ,. "'J'he son of tbe King or lle
nares," .• }~or. what purposl' have you come?.tV 
" -~~or the purpose of learning t.h e scitmce." 
.. H ave you hrought your teacher's honorari um 
(6.cU1·i.y .bh6.{/(1.) or do you wis h to become a 
dha,n'm':mtel)asika?" ., r hu\'c hrought. honorl;l,' 
rium (or th e teacher. " replies the prinoe and 
plaoes 1:1 purse containing one thousand gold 
pieces at his foet. . 

IL'his su m of one t,bousan d ka'wpa~UUJI is a \w!\ys 
indicnted!\S tb(>l:Imoulltpfl,~'ltble to the teacher "'~ 

, Ace. to K . lla 11 1. HoO, th t~e~er .. 10" t~_hUII for " hod fMl 

belO<ll' to the " ...... of " "'hma",,,, ""eLade<\. hom p6I1.ici,_tion in the 
.., ..... o fl' ... "". T_bing for the uke of money .... oon, id..,red ,,"digni. 
8ed, tbe ... ho ..... might at tb. eud of bit .t"di.,. 'B.ke " pr_ot to the 

t.MOI>er , tbe .tnOU"~ of whi"h .... detormined by hi' ear-oity . .. d 

00II1d ....... i.t iu L.~d, i" Ir"'ht, in ........ , • bor.<! •• n ..... b""I., .~ 
" "hair, • _to 110m" doth •• nd e ... n .... "'UlblM. .. ... " II. 240& Iq. , 
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the commencemen t. of study. Of COUrIie, we can
not look upon such figu rcl! in our textll8 an indi
cation of the amount of the,honorarium, but we 
mit)' perhaps dJ"aw t he cOJlclusion 'that the fees of 
the Brahmm,lU teacher ~\'ere not t rifling.-, 
Even t he poor nrahmaQ..a scholar who received 
i l free educllt ion tried later to pay I the teacher 
b~' earni ng the mOlley jointly h,\' lkgging 
(dhamm tnm hhi kk hal!l cari t\' f\. Aca riyadhunarp 
!\harissami. lV. 224) : so melimes rich residents 
of the city, WIIO took t:arc t o feed poor llrrth
JllUl).a youths, bort:' a lso the expensl's of their 
leachin g (lll\I'liI)asivi"lsinu duggatAnaql parib bayarp 
dll tl'!\. sippaf!l sikk hApenti 1. 239) . 

O f othe l' teachers fo l' whom t he qu estion of 
hOllorariu lll wu.s l c.~s irnportant, it is narl'ated that 
ill Ol'dcr thl~t, th ~y might rcnll~ill undisturbed, the~' 

le;.we the city <lnd go with tllei!' pupils into the 
fOl'est. 'l'hese han' 1.0 take wit.h t hem the neccs
saries of lire (sesame, rice, oil, clothes, etc.) and 
mu~t, not build a cottage for themselves and the 
teacher rar away from the street. The great 
reputation of the tencher protects thcm, more
over, from want, for not only do the relations of 

the scholars bring rice,4etc., but 
~ {I' . 13", ,) evell' t ll t:! inhabitants of the land 

provide them with the necessluies of lile (IlI.637). 
'rhe method of teaching must have heen the 

same M that which we know rrom Brabmanical 
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sources,' and that whi<:h is ~till in ,"ogue in India ; 
the teacher recites verse after verse and t he scholar 
repeats what i!:' reci ted. 'l 'he same thing a lso 
is to 00 understood when in the 'l' ittira JlI.ta.ka 
it is narrated tlHtt the parrot consoles the scho
lars after the dentll of the teacher by snying that 
i t will undertA.ke theil' teach ing and when they 
nsk ill astonishment how it can do this, re]llies, 
" I have listened \~'hell youI' tcncher recited be· 
rore JOU and have committed to memory the 
three Vedas." The panoL explains difficult (lit. 
k n ott~' ) passages on6 after another before the 
schola rs ~ganth igauthittlll\lIam osaresi. III. 538). 

OutWl.ll'(U.\' , the in tercoUl'se between the teacher 
t~nd the pllpil took place with t he exhibition of 
the greatest I'espect 0 11 the pUl't of the In.ttor. As 
characterising t he vie w lhat the teacher under 
all circu mstances !<tands above the pupil , what
tlver ffit\y be the pOSit ion of t he latter, we have 
til e Chaxaka JI'Ltaka. (III. 27 sq.), where, ItS 

Ill ready ml.t)]tioll l..><i, a CandtLla ru.ises this protest 
against the king that he gi \'es the put'Qh.ita who 
teaches him tilt! Vedas a low sea.t, whilst he 
himself occupie;; a higher one. 'l'be conduct of 
the king us well as of I he pltron.ita is charac
terised l)y the Candilla as (w!Jammika, unlawful, 

, 8kr. " ... hlp.". . 11 In~.n' o";g;n .. ll,. • corUlln weight .lUl ;" u...,.! 
of cvpper, .... w~1t ~. or IIOld ~,,,I .iL'·~r <lOin., ... III" ... e go!\ o. n id~ 
oIlhe uJue,)/ l OOCl K"h. t ... u.... 0/. A"lI"'" P.li Di~l. 
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contrary to the dllamnw,: w(' see !,hnL Ihe prf'S
cription of the law books, I in accord ance wit h 
which the sch~ar /flust always occupy Ii 

lower seat than the: teacher . held good even 
in Eastern India. \ 

):[uch or what has hi t herto bef'J s~d in di~· 
cllssing the relationsh ip betwecj the leacher 
and the pupil fa.}]s under t he Cl\tegory of the 
duty occupying the fourth place in t.he scheme, 
the duty of lokaprffti, properly , making the 
people ripe. i.e., teaching them. 'J'he Bril.h maQli 
fu lfils this in accordance wi th the llrahmanica/ 
texts, in his threefold positi,m as ten.cher, fiS 

sacri.ficial priest ai'Hl a.s 1)11rohiiu.t ~ from t he 

[ P. 13:>.] 
J iitakas \\;6 leH I' u nothing of 
I.he sacrificial priest , in case 

he is not in the service of the king, whilst . the 
purohit(", on Becount of his political position, 
is .treated apart from his caste, th~ pict.ure of 
the Brahml;l.uical teacher has ~till to be com· 
pleted by certp.in oharacteristics taken from the 
J ll,ta.kas. Our text is full of passages which 
describe Lh e Bra.bm8Q.a.s as "world.renowned 
teachers" (dislipflmokkh~ Acariya, 1. 166, 239, 
299,317, 402,436', II.1 3i , 260, 421, III. , 

I 0/. Weber, lnd ;":1!.e 8""';'M, Vol. 10. P. 129. l,i", .. ,/II' ... Un_· 
d iteAft t..H.t. p. no .cJ • 

• Ap-IUI",ba t. 2,21 ; Vilbl} JI XXVIII Ill; )lana U. 1118. 



208 

216), surrounded b~' a.'l;reat crowd oC scholars 
whose numher is gh'en as five hundred. 'L'he 
scene oC their ucti\'ity is cities like Benares 
and 'l'akkasilA; bere the," teach t he Vedas and 
all the sciences and maint.ain thems~lv cs and 
their famities, at the head of which they stRnd as 
uri-has/has, on the honoraria they get ftom j he 
pupils. or other 131"i'thmlll).<ls we read that 
immediately aft.er they linish !heil' iiiudics, they 
accept the homeless stat~ and :;0 to the Hima
layas where they gather J'ound them a host of 
ascetics and figure as their l~cl"isel'tI and teachtll'li. 

W e me ntioned the Clmvuka .1fltaka as I1n iJl

stance of thd high esteem in which rven in 
Eastern Buddhistic lands tbe position of the 
Brahmtt.nical tenchar WllS held. 'l 'hat, on the 
other haT1d, the peop le occasionally knew and 
eondemned small defects of the " world-renown
ed men;' \\'e (';(\11 gather from the a lmost proverb
like expression of our lext, acariyanmUhitn lin 

karOllIi (II . 221, 250), i.e., "they don't mnke 
the clostod list of a teachpr, they kerp nothing 
&ecret," us the teachers evidently occusionally 
used to do, in order that. they might have some
thing not known to t.he pupjls. l 1be.,· migh t be 
afraid that t he same Cllte might befall them 
as befell the llrAhmalJH. or the M(llapariyAyu 
JAtaka (II. 260) with his five hunched llUpils, 
who believed they knew as much as their 
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teacher and for this re&SO~ no more went to him 
or answered his questions. 

As they had to perform the duties of their 
position, so were the "true" Bri\ bml\l)t\S 
undoubtedly given cer tain privileges 1 even in 
the eastern lands. If their position was inferior 

[ I' . 136.] 
to that o~ the Khattiyas who 
did not think it worth while to 

leave their scat. at the sight of a Bri'thmal}& and 
offer a seat to him, and even if the claim which 
the young BrilhmRW\ Ambattha. maker:t in the 
Dlgba Nikaya (Ill. 1. 15), na.mely, that of the 
four castes, three-Khatti ~'a, Vcssa, Sudda
existed in OJ'd.,,' Tha t they might serve the Brli.h· 
Ill IU:m, was not so ahsolute ly valid I\S he though t, 
hi! novel' suffered f,'om lack of a,1'C(t, i.e., proptlr 
I'CSpaC!. If in the enumeration of the castes, the 
BrflJlInaryu.s Itre placed. second, still tn'en to Bud· 
dIm himself til e Knl).l:m-klLth!'lla Sutta I ascribes 
the saying t hat a long with the Khattiyas the 
Brl\.hmal).as take precedence over t he other 
castes, so f!\r as visible mnrks or respect are 
concerned. 

, ,\8....,11 t .... "' ...... ment.i<med in the s.uopuha Brlhm&l)o& (X L. 
~, 7, I ), I. Arol (hollOW" doe ~ Lhe Rrlhnuo.'.'U). 2. Dloa ( pr_nte 

, .;; ~ho BrihmliU}&l) . 3. Aj)'eya,a (dnmol"",uobili,y). "- AJ.dh),,,U. 
(i ...... n .. ity f,-om b&ing killed). CJ. Weber, I .. d. Stud. VII!. 10, p . ..... 

• C/. ,,00". p. 18 111']. 

" 
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}t}ven the privileg';l o( dana, of recelvmg 
presents, the BrnhmaQ.as of the JA.takas eojoy in 
grmtt measure. 'fhe lioortl.1ity of the kings which 
probably laid the foundation for t he wealth of 
individual BrlI.bma.~ltloS, seems to be even in the 
eastern la.nds, if not I~ duty, I:I.t least a recognised 
virtue. We have :.een how willingly King JUQ.ba 
satiifies tho by no means mnderate demllnd of 
the }JI'l\.bmaQ.a ; in t he Somadatta ,TM:airn it. is 
Mrrated that the king gives /I, Brahmtu;ut six l-ecn 
cows, articles of ornament and It village as a 
place of residence. The whole is described as 
a gift to a Br!\itmal)a (brHo hmadeYYll, II. 166), 
IlD expression which indicate:o! a standing ClLStom 

and whien ' we meol with elsewhere ill Pali 
literature. [n t he Digha Nikayll. mention 
i8 made ' in several pJt\ces of vil1s!,"6S which 
arc given to BrA.bma~ by kings liS orahnw

deyya. 

But i~ is not. only tbat the duty or custom of 
liberality tOwards the Hr{\hmlU.UlS falls upon the 
king ; we read ILlso of gifts which come to their 
sbare. As the Bri\hmal:m is !;tiIl to-day in India I 

( P. I37. J 
a persoml.l~t.y upon wbose 
Cavour much depends for the 

illdividual. as he requires him not only for~ 

, OJ. Net.fle.ld, 'l'IIorJ.....t ...... 0/ """'.roo .11,411_.,... • •• uP?, , ...... 
0""""'" u....:-, Vol. M . 11187 p. 2li7 1'1. 
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Jm(lrificcs bu t Lil all matters of dail" life, such as 
protection It!.;'ainst threatening evil cOIT.ing from 
the ~ta.r~, the ascertain mont whether It. day is 
good for a journey or for marriage or the conse
cration or 1\ new house. or new agricultural 
implements, so even in those till'~es IpeopJe tried. 
t.o win the favour of the BrtL.hma\lM VdlQ!W" 
."Iltvices were required for similar purposes. 
People instituted festivities and invited Brl\b
IUfU).t\ teachers with their pupils (brA.hma.
I).avtt.caoako.. 1. 318) to them. Such IL brdk,.,w,.. 
1}(tvaca1U~ka given by a villager i.~ described in 
gl'eflot detail in the Citta.-Samhho.ta J AtH.ka (IV. 
il91 ~. Because it mined on t he pl'evious night 
Ilnd the rOl;Lds \\'6re full of water t he H.csriya 
gives one of his pupils, along with others, 
the task of nttflring henediction (matlgala). 
to eat his own portion of the presents 
and to' bring him (the Mlloriya) his portioo. 
Before the pupils sit <down to b~a.krast they 
bathe and ~vash their face; in th'e moon
Lime, th e pE!ople take I,he rice from the fire 
and set it down to cooL When t.he pupils 
gather together. they are giv .,n " guest,-water If 
(dakshu.1odA.ka) and dishes Me placed heCOl'e 
them. . 

Whether the RrlI.bma~ enjoyed the rama.in
ing privileges which they claimed, according to 
tbe BrAJlIn&I,UL ttlxts, namely. complete tljyeya14 
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(uolUo\esu\hility) fUltl aAadhyata (immunit" from 
execution) in the eastern lands, cannot be 
determined with precision with the "el'~' limited 
materials which the J !ltakns offer .. :m this ques
tion. Y ost probabl" , the Bd\.lunalJRS were Cree 
from taxes, for whenever the question is of taxes, 
the g"/Iap«ti is mentioned as the person who is 
taxed ; on the at her hand, the clahn of tJle, 
Br!\hmlu:t3s to immunity from execution , even 
assuminA' that. in ancient times it hHd more than 

I a mere theoreti cal value, ~eems to have found 
only a local recognition. The Pali texts know of 

-1)0 privileged posilion or the Brahmanas in the 
:eye o( t.be In.w; rather the statement of 

UadhmA. Sutta that It. crimi-
[ Po 138.) 

ual, no mattei' wbether be is o. 
B;A.hmal~a or belongs to any othel' caste, would 
he executed, appears in H. number of passages 
of the JMo.kas wbere one speaks of the execu
tion of a Brnhmat;Ut (for example, I . 371, 
439). 

Along with the " proper " llrii.hmal)SS we meet 
with another sort whom I might call .. worldly " 
BrAJlln8J)J;\S and by whom I believe that 

--the Br1'l.1lInlllV'- csste was chiefly represented in 
the eastern lands in Bu(ldhs's t ime. As the reason 
for this supposition, there is for me the circum
stance that of one of the Br!lhmsQ.as hit.herto 
deacribed and conforming to the Hrabmanieal 
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ideal, it is said with emplll\sifl thai he belongs 
to the north, or is of nOl,thern extraction, i.e. , 
is an 1ld icca Im'i.hJJuma 1 (I. ;~24, :156, 361, 373, 
"06, 431, 436, 450, 494, 505 ; 11 . 83 ; TIl. 232 ; 
V. 193, 227). By these udicca bI'4Iwu,St)<f8 we 
ha \'e, in my opinion, to understand Brl\hma~ 
liv ing in K ilsi or Afll.gad ba la nd who traced their 
'(Iescent to Brft hmaQa famil ies living north - \\'est 
of t he centre of Bucldh iMIU, 801ll(l where in the 
regions of Kuru and PfLlicf1.la, attached great 
importance to th is descen t and tried b~t II strict 
ohsen'anee of the caste-prescriptions to prove 
tha.t they were true members of the ir caste. 'I'he 
pride with which the Brll.hma l;ta, in J'cplJ to the 
Cn.I).l:!Ala's question to which caste he_belonged, 
sa.ys, "I am a B ri\.bllllUJR frOIll the north-w~t." 
(abal!) udicco lm\h ma l).o [1. 8:1). co rrespoJl(l~ to 
the suspicion which ' seizes him thai. he h~ 

probR.bly violated th e caste-prescriptions. In 

, Sk. _0«.0 _ign iHe" ... an adjective " living in rhe p"r~h" .. nd II. 
I lubltantiye "the l.nd lying in th" no.th· ... M~ "I' to the ri ver 80\ ... _ 
.wati," in the plu .... l, ~ the inh .. hiu.nto or rh;s Land." Th~ by the ••• 1(«<< 

1m111""' ..... or our t<l",t i. not ",ea,nt, ... J OO1io.0 i ~ doea. "hailing from 

the oor~h" bllt" BrlIh.n .. ,>" li~ing in tho ollrth ft_ ... Ctuolmer1l (JAI .... 

tnl.nlllti(ln, C.mbridge, I~. PI~ 1;8,274, aos. :Ui) .p.-" W ""PJl<*t

i. ror thi. _" improbable t!lou the ..,.",e Ilr ""lion of th~'M noorralift'a, 
~ ill whicb "",tell brall"""" .. 0(:011' . i. thO! kingdom or K .... i. MOl"I'IOur. , 

in the Sacooo.'!'ki .... Jit.1o:& ( 1. aUo) the .. ve.y word. O<:JCllr : 8odhilltW> 

pi kho 1IImi,!, klle Khi .... ~~b .. ndicoob..aI""ll}IlcnLe nibllllu;",', .. "" .. ' 
even the 80dhitatlll ...... II thlt ~ime hoi'll in I "ou bem (or north _ 
'"''-l.0I'II) Bribm. rlw;ly ;n th .. kinrdon, or Kili." 
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the Mall gala JMAku (1:371 sq. ) such 1m 1uiicCfI 
. b,.4Inna1j.a is placed in direrl 

{Po 13!l ] opposition to 1\ worldly Brab
manH.. 'l'he latter, a sdtakalaH:ha1J.(I b1'dlt11Ul~lU. 

i.e., n Br!\bnHu.1H. who can rend the future from 
signs which aTe found in articles of clothing, 
loorns one duy that, 1\ dreils which was kept 
in a box and which he wants to wear, is eaten 
by a mouse. He reilect..01 " If th is dress which 
is' eaten by a mou~ j'cJrtains in the house, there 
will he vcry g)'ea.t misfortune, for it is a ~ery 
bad omen. Also one cannot. possibly give it to 
It child or a SiH.I'C, for whoever wears this brings 
ill-l ijok to tne whole of his surroundings. T 
will throw it into a cremation ground, but I will 

• not ,dve ii, to any of my slaves, for be may 
desire to have it and keep it ' with him Rond 
thereby bring mischief. I will make it over to 
my son." fie calls his son and after he bas 

.... expla.ined t.he thing to him, he enjoins him not to 
touch the cloth but to carry it with a. 8tick Hond 
throw it. away into the cremation ground; after 
this, he !Ohould wa.'lb his whole hody Houd return . 
Shortly berore the son reached the cremation 
ground, the BodhiAA.tta reb:orn a'l udicna bl'ah. 
mlU.W· had gone there and sat near the gaw. 
As t.he young mlin threw down the cloth, htl 
took it up. 'l'he young Br1\hmsQ.!\ narrated 
this to his father and the latter went. to the 
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}Jodhisatta and prasse d hjm to throw 'awa.y 
Lhe cloth , llS otherwi~e he would be ruined. 
'l'1 1t~ 'IldicCl' brdltml».lu, however, taught him that 
It. cloth thrown in t.o the crcmR.tion ground WI\8 

good enough for him, that he did not believe in 
premonitory !ligns and that no wise man should 
cherish such superstitions. I 

Even ill the 1\1/lhi\supilln .ltLw.k l~ (1. 334 sq .) 
it, i/O an /ldi.t:ca bJ'ahllta~ who ex plains to the 
ki ng lhe true meauill g' of hi~ dreams lind the 
deceit practised by the Brfthll18lJ3S in b'is service. 

'I'his pTt..-<iominanc('l of north, w6!!tern Bri\h· 
lnH.l)!lS over those of the eastern lan~s forms 
Ii SQl't of complement to the statements which t 

we find in Brahman ical sources "bout the 
HrilhmaQaii or Magadhll,--alld ill i t 1 might. 

[ 1'. 140 ] 

ea.lern Indill 

S6e Ii furth er support for 
my. assel'Lion that l in north

in Buddha's time th e orthodox 

DrilhmllX.J..!lS WtH'6 not the chief ropl'esentativei!I 
of their Cllstc but BrilhmltlJ."s who were UD
worthy. a..~ estimated by the Brabmanicnl view) 
'fhe name of these is ill the Brl\hmaq.u texts 

(Ait.a.reya llr. VB. 27) bralwuab{mdlm and by 
thilj nam~ the m6.gadll(tdesi!l(( brah'ml,balldlw, arc 
ox pressly called. ' ~11ho low opinion here tormed 

• Kat,.,-...... XX II. .... 22. IA~,I,....... VIII. 6. lIIIi. CJ. W.bw. 
1""'",,,- St..d ...... Vol. 1.0, V. guo 
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of the :M:agadha Uri\h~al.UI.S may, In part, be 
due to the low l..'Stimate in which the western 
llnlhmal).1lS held Uagndha which was at a great 
distance from them and was not wholly Drab. 
manised: part.iy, a lso Ute Bri\hmuJ:Uls by their 
conduct mny haye RCcluired this bad reputation. 

Unworthy Br:lhmal~as arc in fnctthose whom 
w(> meet with in Ule DasahrtthnHll,.ll1 Jl\taka 
(IV. 361 sq.)-unwol'th~·, as judged by strict 
Brnbmanical ideas, lIuworthy, also in the eyes 
of the Buddhists who were above caste-rules and 
who judged (rom the standpoint of .their 
morality: 

"In au('itm i time~ there reigned in lhe city 
"of Tnclapatta ' ill the kin gdom of Kuru , King 

Roravya of the fllmily of Yuddhitthila. He 
was advised 11)" his ministe r Vidb6rl1 in worldly 
and spiritunl things . The king made large 
gifts, whilst he set the whole of India in motion, 
but not a !!in gl~ person among tbe recipients 
po!l~sscd the five morn l qualities and they rtll 
led bad li \'~, so that the king got · no pleasure 
[rom ~is liberality. As be knew thai ·gif~ h~ · 
only effect when there was 8. right choice (of. 
recipients), he determined to giva .on ly to · 
v ir~uous people and ask t he advice or· t:he . wise 
Vidht1ra.. 'Vhen, therefore, the latter came to 
hal'e an !l.udienoo with him, he ·gave him a 
seat and asked his advice : 



217 

.. Seek Dn\hmuI:taS •• 0 VidhQra, lha~ are • 
virtuous and learned, who eschewing sensual 
pleusu~ would enjoy Ill)' gifts; gifts, 0 friend, 

we will make where what is 
, [ t', I .. ' ,] 

g hrell will htll\r rich fruit!· 
.. Vcry difficult 1,0 find nro DrI\h mal).t\S, 0 

king, tha~ ILrc virtuous and learnL-d, who, eschew· 
ing sensunl pleasures, would enjoy your g ifts. 

" V{'ri ly, there I\.re ten eillsses oC llri\hmsQ8S, 
o king, He!!.r when I distingui~h and classiIy 
them clea rly : Providt~d with sacks wh ich are 
filled 'and bound with roots, ther ;ather herbs, 
bnthc and mutter aphorism!', l'hYi4icinns (tikic
ellllkll~) the~ resemble, 0 kin~, even if they call 
themselves Br1\hma,~as; t h,,), are now known 
to you, 0 great king, to such we will go (with 
our gifta)," 

.. Strayt.'tl have tlJey," replies King Koravya 
" (rom Brahma'nism, Ul~Y arc !lot cal loo (rightly) 
Brl\.bmUl.las; seek othe~, 0 Vid b1l.ra, virtuous 
"and Jearn'ed;" 

"\Vh.o: .givillg np carnllJ plensurt..'8 would enjoy 
{n~ gi ft~" ; : s-ifts3 " 0 fri L'1ul, we will give )vhere 
what'is g.ven:wi\l 'ooar rich [ruil." 

" " .. LitUc' bells lbpy carry he(or6 you I\nd ring, 
m~"6.' "also they Carry and they know how 
to drive wagons, Servants (paricAra.ka.s) they 
resemble, 0 king, j hey aro also ca lled BrllhmaJ}A8; 
they are known to ypu, 0 ~l'Mt king, let U!O go 

is 
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Lo such men." "Stmyed have they, etc. (as 
I"I.OOve)." 

"Cmryiu g Ii waterpot. alld a bent stick they 
run beh ind the kings into the villages and the 
count.ry·t.owns, saying-

'If noth iug is given, we wiJI not leave the 
village 01' the fm'esls.' 'l'axcolleelm's I ( Iligg~ 
l\l~kas) they l'es~m ble, " etc. (as above) . 

.• Strayed han: they, etc. (as ahove)." 
" " ' jlh loug na ils and hail' on the hod)" filthy 

toot h, tilth)' hair , covered wilh dust. al,d dirt, 
Ihey go out as heggal's. 

Wood-cutters (khttlJ ughfltns) they rcsemble," 
[ I'. 14~.J. dc. (a. .. (1,00\'0). 

" Rtl'uyed have they," etc. ('1.5 abO\'e) . 
" l[yrobalans,' mango and .lack rruit'i, 

"ibh'i.t~tka wut s,3 lakuca fruits/ tuoth ])icks, bill'S 
fruits.~ and planks, ru jil.ynJuna \\' ood,& baskets 
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made of sugfl.r, scents, lroney nnd oin tment, the 
most diverse warcs they sell, 0 Lord." 

" Tradesmen (vll l~ iji\kas) they resemble," etc. 
(as above) . 

• , Strayed have they," etc. (n ... ahove). 
" AgricultUl'c and trade tbey carryon, they 

breed goat!" and sheep, t hei r daugh~r~ they gi ve 
nway (for money), marl'iages tbe~' am.mge for 
their daughters find ~II !' . 

"'I'lle Amhatthn,1 and \'(,S!oIa tho~' ]'6semb!e," 
etc. (fiR above). 

" S~rnyccl have they," ~tc. (as above). 
;, Some purohitus cal food brought from 

outside, mnn)' people ask them (reganling 
omens), nnima ls they ClI8tmte Ilnd lucky !Oigns 

they prepare." 
" Sheep are also s]n.ughtered there (in the 

houses of the purohitas), us also buU'aloes, swine 
and gouts; slttugh terers (goghfl.tnkits) tbey 
resemble," etc. (as above). 

"SLrayed have Lhey," etc. (ns ahove). 
"Armed with the sword lind tbe shield, axe 

in h!\nd, they stand in t he roads of the cessns 
(i.e ., in the business streets), lead lhe CE\,rdVanS 

(througb roads 6X'po!!OO to robbers). 
"Cowherds (gopas) they resemble and 

nud<ia8, etc. (as above)." 

• Skr. Am"".hlha, l'I"me or "...oo. Aooortlil'l(t' 1.0 ll", Rrahml"i ... 1 
c.l te.tbeory, _ of I tI .... hll'lAl;la by ..... 0 ...... of the l1,i .. 1 ..... tll. 
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.. Strayed have they," etc. (as above) . 

[ I' . 143.) 
.. .Building huts in the forest, 

they make nooses; bares, CH.ts, 
lizards, fish aDd tortoises t.hey kill. 

Hunters (luddakus) arc the~', 0 great king, 
even they," etc. (as above). 

"St.rayed pave they, etc. (1\8 above). 
"Others lie for love of money under the bed 

of kings; the laHer bathe over them after a 
soma alIering is ready,' 

of Batheriol ( malamn.jjan as) tbey resemble, etc. 

(as above)." 
" Stt"dyed have they, etc. (as above)." 
A.n appendi x atb\cbed to the DasabrilbmaQH. 

JAtak.a gives a sketch which in the Vl'lsetthu. 
SuUa (No. 35 of the Sutta N.ipJ\ta)- indirt.'CUy 
at any raw-is Illlute of worldly Brfl.hmal~as. 

Between the two youths V!\seitha and Bh!\rad-
vi\ja a dispu te lU'ises as to whether a 
is a Bn,\hml~t:la by birth or by act 

person 
'Whilst 

I The "enol duori ...... iQ "phori_tie breri ly th" ""leb .. tion of " 
"",riBe;"1 1.0111, by wb;llll lhe king on ~hu oocuioll ut a "'n''' ·.-crii!ooo 

inllitut.ed by Ih~ Brih",,,,,,,., 1>ooom ... free fl"OUl hllmu and .on, Ue 

,;1_ .. ""pi lin. tho DUn.mentawr-on • platfonn adorned .. ith Ih4 

"",,,,;00. Ito" .. I"d ""~h ... 00 i~ wbillt BrilllIll1;lA1 IUlnd below i., 

Oy thl, tbe in.pority and b\&n.u or tbe ki,,!: ~ over to the B"hllW)Jlo 
euo.n<ih>1!" 0010'" wi", th." .;~ Un WI. I,IJ.II .... " •• t tb~ Ulrtl1;nat;un 0' lbe 
or.crii!ooo ",,<1 Iftl ..... bud off In bllme by other Ilrthmll(IIIO, AI " ",'a.do 
they recei .. e the _t11 bed l1li<1 the wilDie jeweUery of ~ha king. Ou tbe 

Acritici"l t.lb .... d i", original weauiug, q. Oldeooo'lJ, &ligia" ,"'. 
V ...... , p, .wtI, 1Iq. 
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BhatH.dvl\ja maintains, .. \vhcll anrbody is of high 
birth on both sides, on his mother's side as well 
as all his fatber's , is of good family up to the 
sevent h ancestor, blatneless and irrepl'oachable 
in respect or hirth, he is iplJo flLCtO !l. BI'l,\hnu\I:ut," 
V1\settha ~ees trUIl Brahmanism ~ n virtue and 
in good works. As they cannot convince each 
other, they resolve to have their dispute settled 
by the samal~a Gotl~ma. '1'11e latter points out. 
in his answer, t.hat in contrast with otber living 
ooings who are divided into several species, 
buman beings IUtl not. distinguished by external 
characteristics; t he differences among mell lie 
only in their names. . . 

[ I' . 1+1.) 
" x'or he who earns a liveli

hood by cattle-lm!6ding- know 
t his, 0 VAseHha- is all agriculturist and no 
BI"fi.hmILl)Il. 

"And whoever <tlllong men gets n liv ing 
through a many-sided sk ill in nrts- know this, 
o V!1settba-is all ariist (sippika) and no 
Bru.hmt\l:Ul. And whoovar among mon ekes out 
a living through se l'vioe wbiou he renders 
otbers-kllow this, 0 Vl\..~etthl\-is a servaut 
(pcssika) and no ,Blil.hmill,U\. And whoever 
among men lives hy tr,-,d~-know this, OVl\se
ttha-is a tradesman (vi\.nija) nnd no BrfihmaJ;ta. 

" And whoever among men lives by skill of 
arms-know this,. 0 V~",ttha-is It. warrior 
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(Yodbuj'iva) and no Bri\hmm:ul. And whoever 
among men earns a living as p ltrnhila-know 
this, 0 V~etthtt-is a sacri fice I' (YAcuka) and 
no Bril.JmllLl.lll. Aud whoe ver among men gets 
his rents from villl\ge~ or landiO- know t.his, 0 
VAseHha- is a king (r"jan) and 110 Brtlhmal)a." 

Dolh the quot-a.tions ~holl' 1hnl the lln'l.llInul)<,\ 
_en5te constituted nn extremel~' pHl'li-coloured 
society and was anythi ng hut. It body or priests 
who studied or taught the V(lda~ nnd offered 
sacrifi<:es to tire god.'l. "~h cther all the profes
siolls mentioned t herein werc followed by them, 
is another question. Espcciall~', the picture 
given by Vidhura may he a prejudiced and ex
aggerat.ed one,and it iii also to he considered thltt 
the pUI'Obita ouly says, " 'rhey resemhle physi
cians, ~crvll.nts, collti(·tors of laxes, etc .... and nol, 
that they were actuall~' so. K c\'erthcless many 
details receive confirmation through other 
passao~s of t he .TiHakas. where a suhjcctit"e 
colouring on the j><lrt of tbe narrator is out of the 

question fo r tlus reason t hat the 
statements concerning caste and 

profession arc made 1l<lrent.heficull)' and are of " 
second!\fy importance for the·flow of the narratj"e.~ 

According to the commentary of Sflya'Q,a 
on the Ait.areyal Bl'i\hmamt., six. categories of 

, Ed. by KutnJ,ll". Sllut AgUe ( AnflndUmma Sr.llwit So:!riH, 
No. 32, Pvt. I), Poo .... , 1896, p. 1". 

[ P. 141>·1 
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BrrthmalJl\S em ! distin guished in the Sm!,iti of "'-
8a.ta.tapa. These, i~lthough Brlihml\I).as hy birth, 
are not worth y of being so, and in tbe first place, 
IImong t.bC!'1C improper Brahmal)as, the servant 
of t.he king (rajabhri tya) is reckoned .' Pro
bably. the ,.cell.se of lids passage i~ not di l"ecied 
aga inst the service of tho king lls such- the 
work of the pm"Qki,fo did appear in the eyes of 
tho Bl'ilhmal)1lS a!,l a. perfectly legitimate occupa
tion- but against :s uch ,.cel'vice,.c as are attributed 
to the Brah mluJu,s. in the Dasabrfl hm!~IV\. J ataka. 
Surel ~' . we must leave to Vidh ura, in this case 
the responsibilit..y [ 0 1' h is statements, as further 
materials from wh ich one migh t, conclude that 
the BrahmcuJIl." really had those low occupations 
which Vidhul'i.I attrihttted to them, are not to be 
found in the J ;\t.akas. It i ~ with difflcult.y tbat 
such individuals as tigut:ed as serwmts, messengers, 
cl1,rriage dri vers o[ the king-although they 
might be found in p!lrticular cnses-can be looked 
upon as the type of Bnthmm)llS in t he king's 
service. 

In tho first plnce, the king employed "/ 
BrAhmaQas e,ren in the eastern lands-at least 
in t ho old Buddhistic age- for sacrifico; [or 
whenever, in general, a sacrifice was made 
Bru.hmal~lls must be present who made the gods 

, 01 Wilber, l otdUtIw 8!1Od ..... , Vol. 10, p. 100. 
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willing t.o accept the afTcrings, 'fbat, however, 
....the pract.ice of making offerings WllS in full 

bloom in Du~dha.'s time, appears certainly (rom 
the criticism which is otrered in the older Pali 
texts to __ the Vedic cult of sacrifice. It cannot 
have been a diffi cult proble m for Buddhism to 
discredit sacrifice muong til{' peo}Jie, if it, has had 

no ot.her meaning than that. wh ich i!l ascribed 
to it in the .1tt.tu,klLs. Here it, prcser\'t.."S 
completely its sact:lrc:iot.al character and iioj lowered 

v to the rank of a. magic art 
[Po 14U.) 

ror protection from th reatening 
evil. In the Mahltiillpina .Tl\taka the killg 
makes an o~el'i ng in order to pre\'cDj, fhe effect 
of e vil dl'eam!oC. The BrAhmal}3S Imd the 

pllroliila (:orne in the Jllornin~ to the king who 
sits in his place full of thoughts t» death 
and reflects 011 Ute six teen dn""ns, 
i[ he has slept, well. "Row couJd 
well, my teachers," answers the 
towards morn ing I dreamt sixt~n great dreams. 
Since Dum I lutve hecn full of foor; tell me, my 
teachers, what they sign ify." Then he narrates 
to them his dreams and asks what wiIJ happen 
to him in consequence of these. 'fhe BrA.hmal:l8s 

wring their hands . . On the' king asking, .. Wb~ 
ate you wringing your bands [or? " they reply, 
"'rhe dreKms arc bad, 0 great king." "What 
will result from them?" The DrAhmaJ)8s reply 
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that of the throo 6vils-':in.lury to the kingdom, 
lnJury to life, injUl'Y to propcrt)'-one will 
happen. "It! there any means of preventing- it, 
or is there none?" .• 1 n truth, the dreams are 
so extroord inari ly f l'ightftll that there is properly 
no means of preventing their consequences. 
However, we will find SOllie pnwenti\'e m~ans; 

for if we eQuId not do this, what would be the 
use of all OU I' leamil1g?" 'they a<h' i!le the king 
to perform a complete fourfold (sahbachatukkcna) 
sacrifice. FILII of ' frn~r, the king says, "So . .,. 
is m~' life in your hands, my teachers; make 
ha.~t.e and look a,fter my welfare," The 
llrahrnal.la. ... are ~ighly plcnsed at the prospect of 
gold and feast.oj. ~rh cy console the kin!:;, saying 
that he 8hou\cl not ha\'6 ;Lny anxiety and go out 
of thtl oity whcI'c th{'y prepare a place for the 
SIlcri6ce (yalifift.\'i\ta): ~\.r-t.el· they have brought a 
nUmhtH' of quadrupeds to t i le place of sacrifice a nd 
hal'e also collected a l1um ber of birds, they mo\'e 
about busily to and fro La bl'ing this and that. 

In t he Lohakumbhi .rAtaka., it is not 
dreams which fl'ighten the killg hut moa-ns 
from tho four sons of the kiLlg condemned to live 
in hell wbo in it for~ner ox.is.tcnee led flo loose life , 
Rei'S (LIsa th e Brl\hnml~flS Mh"ise a fourfold 

[ I'. 147.] 
sacrifice (sahbacal,u k kayaliila, 
III. ' I,.J,) in order to U.\'e1,t the 

impending misfortune and ilia king orders 

" 
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immPdiately to tu.ke fou r elephants, four horses, 
(our bulls and four men and of all other creatures, 
quails, etc., any foUl· samples and in this way to 
insti tute a. com plete fourfold sacrifice. When the 
king late,· lea,rns lhe truc cause of the moan, he 
CJ.Ll.UieS th~ place of sacrifice to be destroyed. 

The conclusion or this .Hltaka as well as 
similar Iltlorratives - fol· instance, the story of 
the p,·ince who termillates a sacrific ial ccremon~· 

in his kingdom b~' It tou rnament and fu rther, the 
prohi bitioll of the siau!!,htel· of an imals in 
the .\..yILkuta Jatakl~ (III. 146)-point to this, 

Illla! with the :~p,·cad of Buddhistic doctrines the 
cult, of sacrifice g,,"duall~' dp-oliued. }~or the 
older !~ge , however, quile apart from the fact 
that lhe origin of sHch stories is to be t rn.ced 
rather to t he tendency of Buddh istic doctrines 
against the killing o( li ving animals than to 
actunl facts, wc Im.\'e to suppose an ad herence to 

the practice of sacrifice for this reason, that, we 
sec li.·I\hma'.I<t.s a lways appeari ng among the 
king's retinue. 

But tb ~ kings requirod the BrAhmal)as 
not simply fo r sacrifice. M:fl nifcs tly not less 

) im portant for them \&'1tS a service the perrorm
ance of wbich is even to-day in India. an affair 
of t.he Br~h mal).as,1 namely, the prediction of 

, C/ . the ........... mild. below. 
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the future. Although the k ing in diffIcult cases, 
6!1pecially, when he had to decide on waf and 
peace, firs t betook himself to his pm'oldta, Ulere 
remained also for the other Hrtthmallas in his 
court enough opportunity fol' displaying tbeir'/ 
supernaturu.! wisdom. -Whether the king will 
take the field or not, wbet-ber the king 
remRining in the city or the ki ng besieging 
him wil1 attack, whether the ki ng besieged 
in his city 0 1' the one who is outside 
will win- with such prophecies the Bri1.hmaQaS 
used to earn t heir livelihood. according to 8. 

Buddhist treatise, clllled i\fahAslln. all the" r ight 
conduct" (silt\,) of a . Ul1WI.1fl or Hril.hmal)lt (Digha 
Nikttya II, 58). 

On the birth of a king's 
{Po H 8.) 

child, it aeoms to have been 
a standing custom to have the future of the 
child predi cte>d by lllfl blllfu.ms. Sig ns ( lakshaJ)a'r 
in t,he body of the newly-born ser\'ed to the 
Brn.hmal:ms versed in reading signfl (LakloJhal.lll-'
kusalft llrA.hmaol"t. I. 272; anga\" ijjapMhaku, 
II . 21; Inkshal)apMhak l\., II . 194; n6lllittika
br!lhmaJ;li\,. IV. 79 ; nemithi, IV. :rm) for t.he 
deciphering of the future . 

.Also in in terpreting the whims of the queen 
during: the period ' of her pregnnney. e~h 

BrlhmsI,UlS bad to show their IIkilL In the intro: 
duction to the rrllUsn JMa ka (lIT. 121) King 
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Bimbisl\ra. a:"kR t,he fat tune-teller (nfl mittika) 
wbn.t t he whim o[ t.he queen, wbo wants to 
suck the blood from his knee, has Cor its signi
ficanco. 'l Ive fortune-teller's .·eply is that his sou 
will kill him and take the kin gshi p in to his 
own hands. On the day of nami ng. tbe child is 
cal!ed, on account of th is, .\jJ\tasattll, i.e., one 
who thoug!l unborn is stil l nn enem ~' (or hi~ 

father). 

A s at the birth of (I. child, so also on otbe r 
occasions, the llrll. llInalJas know how to find 
out frolU t.be physical signs of any ordin¥J 
morliLI whaL is hidden from view. As 
aiagacijj(tpiitlwkas,' they are in !l. position to 
jlldbr8 from t he external appearance not only 
the futtll·c of a man but also his worth, his 
cha.racter. FOI' this reason, the king sends 
.Brah ma lJ,as, as llaTnltcd ill the U mmadnnU Jl\taka 
(V. 211), to tht: hOl1,<;O of the father, a. rich 
setthi who olIers his cxtremlll~' beautifu l 
daughter, UmmadantP 1.0 him, in order tha.t 
they may ~xamine the offered heanty. In a 
most channing Illanner it is described bow the 

, .. Bkr. "hp .. idyl + pi\-hakl, "~e ...... t in thfl .eie""" (e>£ the 

"';gn.) or the holly, eh;rou'*ILCY.'.' 

... SU. OmmidaYlmtl," COllilillg ODD I.tIlOle Ollfl', aolll_, become 

di.trIcled:' Her oo.u~y ...... ail .uid ;11 the oou.-.e or ~hfI Jiu.b, or 
.ucb ...... Lure tluot onIill"'Y mull (putbujj."l) wilen t bey laW h"... etiliid 
,101; preHr .. e tbeir ",Jr.oolltroi. 
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Brllohmanas perform their mission. 'Whilst they, 
:~rter Hdl honourable }'eception, are engaged in 
eating t}teir porridge, U IIlmadant1 appears, decked 
with all ber jewellcr,"- 'l 'he effecL of the sight 
of hel" makes it impossible to entertain any 
ravOllrable ~inion of the stl'ell~tb of character . . ~ "-
of t he Bri\JlIm\l~a<j; they lose their !>el f-control 
anti seized with passion, forget that they have 

[ I'. 149.] 
not yet finished their meal.. 
Some put their rood on their 

head instead or iut.o their mouth. others put 
it int.o the Rrm-}lit, othtm~, again, t.hrow it 
towllrdR the wall, in short., all lose til eir senses. 
Wben the girl sees their conduct, she cries 
out, " 'rhese should e xamine me for my signs! 
Seize them by till' throat and drive them out." 
nw ejected Brl'lhnHu:utS report angrily to tbe 
king, "0 king, the w(unall is 1\ witch, she is not 
suitable for ~'ou." 

W e ootice cle!!.rl,v enough that ridicule is 
thrown upon the incapacit~, I\.nd treachery of the 
BrA,hmaQ!\S in t,he words of the narrative. 'fo 
see in such things, as fo rtuoe-telling, in ter
protations or dreams, etc., only lying and decep
tion, shows tlmt lhese stories are a product of 
their age and their' land. 'Originating ill the 
cil'Oies of the common people in whoso religious 
thought l!Iuperstition occupied a large plaoo, 
tbey retain traces of their origin notwithstanding 
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complete rejection and deprecation of super
stitious ideas. J But in the hands of the Buddhist 
monks to whom the above-flamed arts appear as 
enda.nger ing " right conduct II and as unworthy 
of a samal)!l or Brllh1ll1U)R, they recl'ive a trans
formation wbich is directed against the conduc~ 
of lobe Br!lhmsl)"'..'! practising these things Cor the 
sake of their own profit. Often these, according 
to the account of the J iltakas. made their pro
phecies to a 'certain ext.ent depend upon t be gift s 
falling to t.heir shn.re; th us we read in the 
Kunula ,Hl.taka how the dream-I'caders Zlrc brihed 
by the jealous Wi \' C8 ot the king and predict 
before the Jntter that the dreams of hi,. principal 
consort signif~' evil Cor him. to avert which he 
must pLice the queen ill a sh ip and Jenve it at 
the mercy of thll WlWCS. In the opening chapter 
of the Pll fic{\.l'udbn. J1\taka it is narrated how 
the paren ts of the new-hom prince on the day of 
th~ naming ceremony please the Brlihmaoas by 
granting- ~ll they desire btl(or~ they lI!:;k him 
about the sig ns which indicate the future 
(brAh mal)C subbukt\mehi sRntappeh'il. lakshsl)f1ni 
patipucchirpsu, I. 272). 

A.long with the signs in the human hody. 
other means are ' menti6ned in tbe already ~ 

{I' . 160.] 
q uotad cba pter of the Dtgha 
Nild\.ya which contains a 

complete list of superstitious practices, which 
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serves the Bn\hroal)as fot purpo~s of fortune... 
telling. 'rho question hero is of pro}lhecies 
from things. like cloths eaLen by rat s, pieces oC 
cloth, etc., of rortune-telling (rom the flights of 
birds, t he crowing of tb" raVell, (I'o m interpreLa
i.ions of oortain signs in prcciou~ stones, sticks, 
clothes, swords, tl.rI"OWS , bows, wcupons, in women 
and men, boys and girbl, male and female slaves, 
elephants and other anima ls; there is (urther 
mentioned here the prediction of coming natural 
phellomena, such as solar and IUllar eclipses, 
fulling meteors, earthquakes, etc., and the read . 
ing of th e future from stich e\'ents and [rom 
the position of the stars. j II lhe Jil.takas we 
come across variolls Bl'tlhmal)Jl,s who are occu
pied in practisi ng such "common art.:; (tiraccbQ. 
mwijji\.) and swindling trade!'!" (micchl\j1va) 
as fU"C indicated in the Mahl'l.slla; we have eJ
ready been acquainted wilh t.htl K."Iilaksh81}a~ 

lhakabrAhmaoH. who predicts from the i!llnell or a 
sword whether its use will bring luck or not, 
and the sii.takalakshaQsbrilhm8Q.lI. who sees 8D 

unlucky omen in a cloth el\teD by rat.s. EveD 
the art of interpreting the stars-to which pro
bably even a Buddhist will make no objection- V' 

was, Recording to' the Nftnacehnnda JAt8ka, 
practised by the BrA.bmaQllS in iuch a manner 
that it deserved t.he name of "a swindling 
trade," The king is attacked at night by robbertt 
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and listens, whUe Ure former purohita of his 
father , now removed from office, who reads the 
stars in a neighbouring street, says to his wife

l 

"My lady. our king has falJen into the hands of 
enemies." "M,\' lord, ,,"bat. does t1w king 
matter to yOIl ; the Brl'l.hrnal)as will become t\ware 
of it.." 'fho king succeeds in esca ping and us 
he returns he heal'S t.he purohita infOM'n his wife 

. of bis escape through the position of the stars. 
At daybreak the klng summon'" the Brithmao.3s 
nnd a.sks them if they obsp.rved the stnrs at 
night.. "Certainl ,r,O king." " 'Vus the con· 
steJlation favourable or unCa,'ourable?" "Favour· 
ahle, 0 k ing!' 
o king." 'J'he 

[ I', 151.] 

"Did no ecl ipse occur?" "No, 
king orders the former l'urohitA 

to be hrought. alld nsks him 
likewise whether he observed 

~he st.ars at nip:hl, and whether h~ noticed any 
ecl ipse. "Y cs, 0 king, last night you fell into 
the hands of your tluemies, you w~rc free, how
ever, in 11. moment." "'I'his is n readel' of the stars 
(naklSh~Ltajllna.lIl\ka), as he .onght.. .to be," cries 
out. t.he king, removes th!:: other ·Bl'fl.hmal)a.s [rom 
his service and (rom that da~' ~~ward keeps' tbe 
pu,'Ohita, to .himsel f . . ~ 

Sacrifice l.I.nd [oitune-tefling, ~(.-em , however, .... 
to luwc been bot.h not so valut\ble as tL t.hird 
art which was likewise tL privil6g~ of the 
BI"I'\.hUlal~as, numcly, magic. \\To have heard 
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tt.bove (p. nO) what t~6 king replies to the 
Brl'lhmaQa, manifestly shocked at hi.'! shameless 
demands: 

"Hast thOll, 0 Brl\hmlu:m, performed a difficult 
penance, or dost thou posseRs, 0 Brrtbmat:U\. 
various magic incantations; /t.1'6 1\11Y demons 

. ohedient to thee or dost i hOlI know any service 
rendered to me?" 

As sacrifice Ilnd (ortune.telling, so also the 
three herein-mentioned things from which the 
BrtthmsI)8, according to the "iew of the king. _ 
oould have f04nd a justification of his un
limited claims-asceticism, magic incantntions 
and powel' OVCI' demon.'J-81'6 n. wOl'k of super
IULtural powers. rrhrough the mug-ieal power of 
asceticism (tapas) the Bn\hml\T)/\ could obtain 
nscend&llcy even over the god.'! which it lay in 
his ha.nds to use f.or the king. What. a t!reat. 
r6le asceticism plays in Brl\hmanicnJ lilernture. 
ho\v here. especially. in the epics, its in8uCII06 
as transcending all bounds is dcscdbed, il'l 
known. ' Bu4dhism pretLChes asceticism! in ih 

, Of. L. \'. 8<lhMe<i!! .. hldi~ ... L'lntll"~ ..... , O .. I' .. r. Lpg. 1887. 

p. S88 .~ . 
• ,. What HpOnU!d auddha .. bon .. n tl';Q8'1 f.tlln 'In_ of hi, ,.; .... 1 • 

.... h,. ':!Jectloa. of penaneee in ... hicb Ib_....oagnleed 1Jo.. ~U. of 

~",.DCi .. tlon. W .... bO'II' .i:o<oordi .... \0 ' ""diu.... (h,ddu him.1f i, 
lb •• in q_ioD, throltgb .. hich h' UY$i .... bo1. 1111_ .If· ... an,;· 
101.';on In I~ ...... HMt form and pel"t'ein!d ;tII ... urthl_ ...... [11 hi ... N It 

W .... , dri~ .. Nt1.h11 thotlfl'htll .... ar fro... lobe IIOnl .. not "-inc" .. nd 
bodily ~ hll.t _0111'01' ;"" 0 .... _1Ie,.!Ion! .11. tt.. IItnIggle for 

'0 



dogmA. and even in th~ JAtakas, the self.chast is· 

[Po 162.] 
ing Brlihma~ are attacked 
and ridiculed. 1 But asceticism 

with its magic influences has found recogni
tion even among the Buddhista in a somewhat 
different form and consequently, also bas found 
entrance into our story·Hterature. In place of 
penauces tbe:e tLppears the holiness resulting 
from vision by whose powel' wonderful things 
are achieved and even gods are tl'anquillised 
and forced to give up their seat in heaven. 

As we don't find asceticism-perhaps even 
[or this reason-mentioned among what are 
called in t!le MahAstla .. low arta and swindling 
p1'8.ctices," magic incantations, the knowledge 
of which among the Brll.hma.'QAS was taken 
for granted by King Jw;ilia, were looked upon as 
such by the Bllddhists. 'fhe long list of magic 
incantations enumerated ill the 'hfahiistla shows 
that the most ancient practice of magic was widely 
prevalent among the BrAhmaJ;las; of some of these 
mantaBand their employment we road even in the 
Jtitakas. In the Vooabbha Jtitaka (I. 253) we 
meet with a Br!'!.bmal).8. who being in possession 
of the knowledge of fjedabbhamanla can bring 

kllOwlldg •• lId ror ~bi •• woliggl. 011. CN&ta!.h. rol'OO 01111 ... t or 1.11 

ederu&llire wbich ;. u far NII10.ed fl'Oll1l19l1,u.litl U;I;' from .. Ir. 
danial oreftll Hir.()I'8.te<i pili"." Oldellbtorg. BII.<\cIII.II, p.178 • 

• s.. abo" (p. 28). 
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about a min of llrecious stones at a certain posi· 
tieD of the stars; a.nother Brli.hmal.\ll knows the 
magic practice with the bel}) of which one con
quers tho earth (patbavijayamanta., 11.24.3). In 
the same category as the knowledge of these 
magic farmulre helong sciences, ~entioned like
wise in the Mahi\slla, like knowl ~S'e oC people 
and animal languages, ,vbich are ascribed in the 
l\IacchaJM.aka Lo the purohita, (so paua sabbaru
taiifiu bati, I. 211) and further, the vaUlwviiid, 
i.e. , the art of Knowing through supernatural 
signs the correct position of a house, a cloth, etc. 
In the Suruci JA.taka the king who wants to build 
a. pa.lace for his ~ou 3ummons the teachers of this 
art (vatthuvijjacariyas, IV. 323) and lets them 
find an auspicious place for the building. 

'fa magic inca[]t.ation~ the llrA.bmru,taS owe .. 
also the power over demons ascribed to tbem in 
the J U1)ha Jl\taka. 'l'he ancient belief in an 
innumerable number of small super-terrestrial 

II'. 158.] 
beings, wbo fl.'I tree or snake 
gods endanger the life of man, 

frighten him as man-eating or child-robbing 
demons or torture him as disease-bringing 
spirits, occupies nllturally . in our narratives, 
which reflcct the concop;tual world of thc lower 
people, an important place and the art of ma.king 
theBe beings harmless or useful through magic 
pra.ctiOO8--ft, privilege of the BriLhmt1J),38 aa old 
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as the belief in the demons itself-received also 
in Buddha's time no small recognition among the 

/ 
people. l'h~se people who had power over 

I demons are called in the Pal! texts MtU(ttJejJa8, 
kuo\t'ers of the science of the ~pjrits (bhtitavijjA). 
exorcists; 511cb a bhutavejja we come aoroM 
in the Padukusulaml'l liava JMaka : the t hief 
who sees an old woman in the hole where he hag 

I placed his stolen bundle, believes that she is a 
yakkki//i and calls a bli.IUafJej./a. The latter 
enters the hole and recites u magic verse ( man. 
tal1l karollto, III. 511). The art of exorcism 
was chiefly. employed where the question was of 
freAing the " possessed" of the evil spirit dwelling 
in them. •. Some CUI'U men bitten by snakes, the 
~"ise cure people possessed by evil spirits," so it 
is said in a verse of t.he ]{Amanita J!\taka and 
t.he method of cure used by t.he wise Brii..hmst;lM 
(pal:td itas) is meutioned in the com rnantary: 
making sacrifice (balikamma), incantations 
for preventing threatened uvil (parittakal'H.l)l\8) 
and herbs (osadhas). .. Physicians they re
semble," says Vidhura in the Dasabrahma~la 

Ji\taka of t hese herb-gathering and verse-u tter
ing BrUhmaQfl8. and, it is l:irobable that not only • cer tain branches of the curative a rt, such as, 
6ltorcism practised upon a ptlrsoD bitten by a 
snake and expulsion of ovil spirits, were practill6d 
by the Brlllimlu)S!I, but that the medical 
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profession in general, which alDong most people 
separated itself from the beginning [rom the 
spiritual, was in ancient times even in India 
principally a matter for the Brt\hmat;las. Still 
there occur in the JAtakas, side by side with t he 
Brahnu\l:ta physicians ("ejjabr~,hmaQll-, II. 213), 
some who arc simply called t eiJas (1. 455 ; III. 
202; vis(ldJeii(1ku.la, I. 3 LO ; vejjakultilti, III. 145) 
and wbo prow.~bly at ;l later period, through t.he 

( t>. 15 .... ] 
un ity of a hereditary profession, 
were bound toget her to form 

a caste by t hemselves. 
Allied to the magic exorcists by the nature 

o[ his work is the Brl\,bmn~la snake-charmer 
(ahi gul~thikabrAhmal).a IV. 457) of the Campeyya 
Ji\takl;l., H e has lenrnt the tilu11lbanamalltu in 
'fakkasill\. from a world-renowned teacher and 
earns a liying by ' making snakes rendered 
harmless by means of herbs and magic incanta
tions, dance in villages, mllrket towns a.nd the 
residences of kings. 

As this snake-charmer exhibited his art 
!lot only in the court of .the king but also among 
the people, so also the other "worldly " DrAb
mal}8S WiiJl whom ' \!6 have . hitherto had. to do, 
and as functions of whom we have come to rCCOS'
nise sacrifice, prophecy and mag ic, are not exclu
sively employed in the service of 8. king. A.a 
little then as to-day, when the sign-reading and 



238 

prophesying Brtl.hmal).8. is an indispensable per~ 

SODality 1 for every Hindu, do t he Brhhmar;nl8 

[ I>, 1M.] 
scorn to give man, where they 
call , the benefit of t heir wisdom 

ror l·he Make of reward . 
In the Nakkbatta J Ataka we become ac~ 

quainted with a. .. family ascetic" (kulO,paka. 
tt.j ' vika, J . 257) who is asked by a family living 
in the city, who wants to ma~ry the son 
o[ the house to a country girl, on the day 
fixed for the marriage }vhethct' the position 
of the stars is favou rable. Angry at the 
circumstance tha t the day was chosen beforehand 
and that people consulted him afterwards, tbe 
Brl\hmaQ.a determ ines to spoil t he festivities and 

, 0 .. the inlporia ..... of th .... ,adem uU'O~, the jllfi1l;.h ;, _ 
N_eld, C".lc SV,I_. p. 68 87. It i. n.id t hore IUlOng 04.hllr lbinjl'll, 

"Tbl\ tint thin~ ... Meh .. fRlher I n.,.. t h .. birth or .. ch ild dON, il W go 

1.0 &.he j,.M.;~hi Ind ,el l him !WI 1IOC"~I.<l1,. n be ean the hoer of birth. 
The j,.otiebi q,,~ .. t ;on. the lun ,"d .. ,1.1 the bOlUlOOI'" by .. b;eb t he 
d_ ti.,. or lobe child;. detenni"ed." " I " the _ of i!1eeD or othCl' 

m;,forlene, the IUllrologtlt i .... ked whethW' In e .. ll .tu' ;1 ia the 

..... w .. t wbic b ml,. h"vI bl'Ollght lbolll. til m;.fortll u . Whell t!>ll 
....... er i.; .. the Iffinn.t;ve,'" i. nlt1l~l1y . 1 .... ,.. O,e DUO, then the 

01111 _ k,ng Idrioe i. wid that he mlllt n •• " e I gi f t of e\Orte,. 01' m.ke 

lOme etber pnlI(!nt to P"'1 ,;Hlw lbe hOltile It&t , tod ... the IIIlro:loger 
i. tb. ruoogei-ed OlIpomtnt of the focli~ . nd .... hlll of the II.&r, he 

~Wm .. 1.. .. hit one 'In»Ild nut 91-herw;N h ... e eil ppoted, lbe glft.reqnired 

r .... l.be propitilt.ion or the ~ilc .I.&r. Tb .. tben oon,titlli.et • portion 

of t be IItrologer'l d ...... " ~'or brillgi",,,bo,,t bet rotb,I."nd m"rri"i"'" 

the "" .... ;oeI of Ihe A.t/.r,,1cger wore ;ndiopen .. bl,. ..-ry. Wh" .. t ho 
f .... il,. t.rber or 1I#p;t h.t.d 0100"'" I bo,. wbom h" e(lIIridered ",;",hle for 

" girl of t h" _e cute, Ulen no uegot-i"t'o .. , eould be CODOl .. ded bot ...... 
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says, .. 'fo-day the cons,tellation is unfavour
able; if in spite of this, you parforn} the mar
riage, it will bri ng you evil." The people believe 
in him and remain at home. Those who were in 
the country waited in vain [or them and finaUy 
reHected : .. 'I'bey luwc fixed the marriage Cor 
ie-da.y and have not yet come: wbat do we care 
any more for them ?"-and married the girl else
where. Next day the townspeople came to fetch 
the girl. The conntry people receiverl them with 
t he words, .. Y01,l townsmen are a shameless 
people, you fix the dn.y and dou't take the bride . 
.'\s you did not come, we have given her to some
body else." " We asked the ascetic and did not 
come because be told us thai t he stars were 
unfa.vourable; give us the gir1." .. A~ you did 

[P. I56.) 
not come, we have given her 
to s?mebody else, how can we 

!.be p&ro<ItII beotOl'e t ho utn>loger ..... ;ul!'d "'he~her lhe ._ of the boy 
.. ere not. h""lil. to thOle of the gi rl. A, if tb;,; ..... not ... lIiaiellt, be 

"'''-It "J.o find 00' wh~t were the .,...t"" of the boy And the girl in lh .. ir 

former ekiltenoe. It both belonged to the _me CNte, tbe betroth.] 

rollt.net oall be n • ..uo, provide<] th .. t the . _ ""' nQt in other rMpeoctll 

hQlt,ile. If it bapp8D1, howucr, lh .. t the "".te cl the bo,. ill • former 

Uilten"" ...... lower then that of tbe girl, thell bot.roth.l i, ~ permi .... 

ted.~ "Ij'or "Unentl wbich ""I> take pllLce in the life of I mIn Of' • 

.. 0 .... ", the .. 'roIOf!Br mlln ... Ioot 11.11 .... pidnn. da,.- for m .. rrilolPl, fer 

e· .... ,. part. of the mlrriege . oert!mOfl,.,. fM' the O<lmme_ment of • 

jou.rney. for the placing of tho fI ... t plnD!h on the If""'\l lld, etc. A 
.. om .... oannot ...... ,. roe'" 11ft of brloOllleu. befOl'e ehe know. thu the 
ItIIn .,.. fl.'f'OD ... ble end I" orthodok Rfillln.l}I. .. nl,QOt pnt on ,. _ 

....... elll .... "1 be bet .-rtained lbab the dey it IlIIpioioul 011. .. II~ 

be _...,..1, for ~ !rat time." 



marry a girl already g!ven away a second ' time ?" 
·When they were quarrelling in this way among 
themselves, !\ wise mau residing in the town 
appears who has occasionally business in the 
country. The to" 'nsmen narr~te to him the 
story and beliel'cd that he would pronounce 
a judgment in their favour that t1~ey could 
not come on accoun t of the sign of thc 
stars. H e replied, however, " "What does the 
look of the star malter? the possession of 
the girl is the lucky star" and recited the vcrse : ' 

"As he looked for fav'ourable stars, fOl'tune 
mO\."ed I\way from the fool. Fortune is the look 
of the gtAr of · fortunc, what should the stars 

matter ?" 
'rhe townspeople had to go away without the 

girl, disappointed. 
Still instances of such 8. (so to speak) private 

use of their supernatural skill was not so com
mon among the Brft.bmf\J}.8S of the Ji\.takas t h!,t 
we could suppose thnt their services were a'! much 
sought by the people of that time, were as in
dispensably necessary, as in Indi800f to-dI.l.Y. 'Va 
rather get from our sources the impression that 
as & rule, the court of the king was the meeting
place for the BrA.hmaJ;l88,· wh ere they could ~ 

best exhibit the arts and sciences learnt by them 
during their, student daY8. 'fa bring prosperity 
again to his family. the young Brlt.hmaT,l& of the 
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Somadattu JMaka goes to,De flares and joins the 
king's serv ice afttlt be hu.s studied in 'fak kasllfl 
and on his retnrn finds his parents in poverty 
(II . 165). As this Brabmal,n you th, so also 
probably, the othel' Brl'thma\lRs in the court, 
have l'Cooived a scientifi c traini ng Ilod have 
'deviated less from the customs l pr~cribed for 
their caste by t he llrahma nical. theory than the 
members of the Brl'thmal,la caste wiL LI whom we 
are here (,'Olwerned , t hall the Brfl.bmiH:Uls em ploy· 
tid in civil professions. 

('Agriculture they CMI'Y all, goats and sheep 
they breed,"}o Vidhurn in the lJasahrtilimlll)a 
J iltaka protests against the· Urli.hmaQaS, a 
prows'\, wb ieh was wholly justified if we are 
to fo llow the Pali text.s. The land-cultivating 
and cattle-rearin g Brllhmal)& is htlrc such a 
pel'malltmtly recurring figure I thai. i i. s~ms pro· 

[\'. 157.] 

the possession 

babl~ that in the llud,lltist 
'countries la,ld was mostly in 

of the Bn.\hmru),aS. 

• lIo.id ... tb .. paaagflll oited fro". lb .. JAt.kas, .. ~ li nd. fOl' n_ 

.",ple, tha Bri.h",~. agri;,,,ltll.i.t " .. ,ntio,,~d ill tb .. Slltt. Niplu. 
("". F.lllb11U, Po IY) ... hom it i. _id of th6 lln\h.""9" k • • ibh.nu:I .... }a, 
t .... ~ ",t tb" ti",,; "f lIO .. ing b" tm, Iti .... il ",ith 000 I,lollgb.. I" tho 
arlhmo.r,.a .. m.ge (Im\hm ..... gim.) ... hiell i. '''''''liono<l ... bi. \>1,,1:40 

I" .. iden"", Ilrihn""(1'" agrilllltnMl10I 'Il ... t have li~"d. jPtt .. . \10 
prot..bly tt .. nrf,hmo.r,.a .. illaget ",,,ot;,, .. ed In tb.. Ji\llku .re to be 

Iuoked llpot! .. principally OOCIIpi.,J by "8r10ll1tu.r.u.. III lhe 8utta • 
.. ibhaftp. PAcittiy. XIX. I ."d in ~h" Bhikkhll"ivibb~lf&, Pa.clttiy. IX. I . 

(Vi".,. 1',..0 ed. OIUe""".,. Vol. 4, PI' . 47, :IDe) me"t;"" i. ",ade of 

tb. boi .htT Ji.l~ (y ..... lbettu) of" BrAb", •• 

31. 
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1.J1~nd·cllltivating alJd cattle-rearing Br~llma· 
I)lUI tlrtl also not uncommon in W estern India; 
the I!l.w-books recognised certain exceptional 
C(lSCl; when Lll is occupation wns pennissible 
for a ]3rali ma l) lI. ill ctlSCS of dire necessity,' 
]i'or t hat W1W a time when liberalit,y toward&, 
llr.,\ lunru:m~ was a c1ea l' dllt~f of t he king and 
the ama.ssin~ of rcnlth and the possession 
of land by the Brahmal)as were necessary con
~equcncrn; of this. Nevertheless, in the western 
lands the circumstance that the llri\ hmaJJ.l~ t ried 
to ll1a intaiu at ally cost their llrcmicr position 
llinong the castes, the posilioD of ..an age-long 
holy und (ih rough the privilege of offering 
Mel'ilicc) premier caste, wOl'h:<i. itself in tllis way, 
that th is occuJ)atioll, which WllS reserved, !\ccordiug 
t.o t he t heory, for the Vaisya:s, WIj,1:I followed by 
private individuals alld -ruj quietly u..,o; possible, 
probtLl)ly, ",MO by IF-0Ari~ of leases. '£0 cuith'st.e 
the land, plough in hH.lld, could not be a worthy 
thing for a Brilhmal.l11, because with a !)lough . 
the killing of living beings was uwwoidable.' 
./ Things were differtmt in lhe e8s~rn lands . 
Through Lhe liberality of the K.ha~tiy8Jj in 
possession of great land, thl>re were no such 
strict custe-ruJes restraining' in dividual conduct 
and this wOlild lead to g limited or cau tious use 

, 111""11 x.. 'le 
• ".1111 X,d .... 
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of the goods presented .. Cit eV61'~' step we find 
Brflhmal)flS dri ving the plougb 

( P. ](;8.] in the JMakas ) a.nd not. only 
such as had their lands cultivated by slaves 
or day-labourers but also small farmers who 
worked tbeir fields themselveg. W e read of 
a Brllhmaoa who goes along " ijth his son to 
the field and ploughs it, wh il~t the bo~' collecUi 
the weeds and burns them (III . 163); another 
BrQ.hma!).a unyokes hiB oxen after ploul?hing and 
begins to work upon his bmd with It spade 
(Y. 68). 'fhe poor Bn\llln8~ farmer or the 
Somadatta. J fl.t.aka \"bo ploughs with two oxen 
complains, 1\.'1 one of his oxen is dead, that he 
cannot any more drive his plough (klUtikammaril. 

"IJ pa/oaUali II. 165). 
'fhe big Bn\hmat)a landowners have their field!! 

cultivated by their sla.ves or by day-labourers 
Of a kas8akabrtih"';'a1J.a who i~ in po~session of 
1,000 kartsas I i t i ... narrated that he goes with 
his m,en to the field and sllperv ise!J their 
ploughing (III. 293). 'rh e Bd\hmal).l\ men
tioned in the Si\.likCfH\ra .Hl.lakll (IV. 27(j) 
PO:J.'Jesses likewise", field o[ 1,000 k,lr1sas on 
which he hM sown rico. When the crop is cut, 
he makes the hedge thiok and places hi.'! own 
men (atlano purisA.) to guard one-half of his 

, A ""n.r.ill w l,eO'llci.l _we_ fllur ~ .. _.,.....; ~/. Child" .. , Pdli 

iXdi_". . . 



property fly assigning ,6(I,y kartsas to one, sixty 
to anot.her, while the remainin~ five hundred 
karf'rt:lB he pu ts in ehal'ge of fI, hired la.bourer 
(bbataka) who is pun ished for every loss, 

~{or~ freq u0ntl,v than the KasBakobrallm.at}.u 

we meet in the J iltakns with the figure o( 
the rich Bri'tbmaI)a (brilhmal)o aMbo mahad
dballo, IV, 15; bn\h mal}.o nq.cJbo mahaddhano 
mllbl\.bbo.go. I V, 22 ; dve brll.hmaQA. asHikoti
dbn.nR.vihllflVfl.. IV. 28), whoso wealth is given 
as 800 millions (II . 272 j III. 39; IV. 28, 
237). The ma/u18tilaku/as mentioned III the 
J1\takl\8, thltt is, familie~ of great wealth and 
inftuence,l'lre all Brllhmal).a." (II. 272; IV. 237, 
~25 ; V. 227). About the manner in which 
such grea l wealth aros,", nnd whe th er it, wa.'1 

employed in business or money 
cr. 1511.] transactions. our sources say 

nothing j thf' narrator mentions the immense 
wealth of the Brillllnal,U\s as a rule only to show 
in its proper light their great, renunciation of 
worldl)' goods or their bound less liberality. Still 
it. seems to me we can suppo.'Je t.hat by these 
dcb Jln\hm!l~s hig landholders or princely 
mercbants are to be undersWod ; for through 
presents alone sucb enormOll!l riches could hardly 
ba.ve accumula.ted ill Brfl.bmal;Ul f8lllilies; it is 
also not problt.ble that these could be amassed 
without recourse to money transactions carried 
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011 (rom gcnerlt.tioll to gen.erat ion, II~ narrated in 
thl:l Ka'Qha .Utaka (IV. 7). 

)loreover, we make the acquaiuwnce o( such 
It. BrahmaT).!\ merchant-prince in the Mahl\suta
soma. .Tl\taka who being in possession of 
great wealth engage~ in trade, as he sends , 
five hundred wagons from the east to the w~t 
(sampannavihhavo brtlhmlll)O paiicahi sn kntasathi 
vohi\raJ!l karonto pubbantato aparantRl!) sniica
rati V. 471). Along wit.h thi.It, we also read of 
Bril.hmlu:m. trade~m en who roam about the 
country, selling their warns . A hawker like 
this is t be Cather of the Bod hisatta of whom it is 
!laid in the Gaggn. Jf\.taka that he was re-born 
in !\ Bl'flbmal)8. fiLmily in th e kingdom of K Qsi J 
and tlmt in bis sixteenth year hi"! father gave 
him It. hundle of water-pots which they lISN! 

to sell in thl' villages and t ho country markets 
(II. 15). 

To enga.ge in trade whell necessity re
quires it, is aLw permitted by the Bl'ahmanical 
lawbook!!; bu! n num~r of th ings is men
tioned which it doe~ not become a Hnlbmat:U\ to 
deal in, such a.re, among other things, fruits,roots, 
medicinal herbs, honey, oil and spirituous 
liquors.- If we believe in trw words of Vidhftra 
alr&l.dy quoted, it· was pl'6cisely these "nd similar 

• 
, IIanQ X. 86.811; aauta",a \' 11. g oq. ~ J."I'It.an>ba I. 20. I:. 
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,th ings with the sale ,of which the BrAhmal~1\' 

tradesmen were principalJy concerned. 
tr agriculture, cattle broodi ng l~nd trade 

were lookod upon by orthodox Bril.hml\1)H.S as 
respect&ble professions H.nd e \'en as permissible 
occupations for 1\ member of their own caste .. 
other cnllings. the adoption of which hy the 

llri\hmal~n." is likewise men-
[ Po 100.) tioned in the Jatakas, belonged 

undoubtedly to the C lflS~ of despised profes· 
sions, which were practised HoS a rule b~. the 
lower classes of the popUlation. It is true 
we don 't find II-ny more in our text llrllhmaT)a.'I. 
of whom Vid ho. ra. says ill t,he Dl\S8.br!l.Jlmap8 
Jft.taka that they dri ve the caravans of tradesmen 
through dangerous placos. On the other band, 
~e Bri\hmal)tL bunter mentioned ~Y him is 
reprc~nted in the CfIlanandiya Jl\.takf\ lly a young 
Br£\hmal).l\ who lives iil fI, fron tier village, hunts 
in the fOre!'lt with his how and eMns his liveli
hood by selling the hunted heasts (II. 200). 
Still it is expressl~' added in th is elLSe that the 
Brahmal).3 youth who ha~ studied in 1'lIokkfL'liU'I. 
takes up this professioll vhieh is followed, as 
we shall see, by especially despised people, (01· 

example, the N ishMa, beca.ltse he cannot earn a. 
livelihood by any other means. Un the Phan
and&. J l\.taka., n Br9.hmal:w, ca.rpenter (brlhma
Qnva4Q.haki, IY. 207) is ment ioned who bring!'! 
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wood from the forest and carns his livelihood by 
making wagons and lives in a carpent-er's village 
(vil,(~(~ hak1gt\nl!l.) outside the city. ) 'Phc proximity 
of the forest from which tho~' obtained the wood 
- u purely economical reason-mllY have been 
~he cau~ of the carpenters living apart, out.side 
the cit.v: perha.ps a lso this isolatioh had a wciaJ 
mcaning and had it. .. ground i.n the ml;mllllCSS 

of the profession which expo!:!ed i t to the COU4 

tempt of fe llowmen and nec68!liul.tcd isolated 
residence in a village outside the city,! It is 
doubtful, however, whcther ~thi8 contempt spreu.d 
even to t h t!l llrahmal:ut. carpenter ill whom his 
high caste served a!l it. counterpoise to tlw mean· 
ness of his proCession. 

\\rith tlw B11\bmaQ.3 agriculturists, mer· 
chanl.t;, hunte~ tllld carpenterii we leave tho 
!IOlitary height upon' which is enthroned the 
Brahmm,ta j who is misecl according to his own 

thooryabove all oth~r members 
of society, alld descend to 

t he motley groups of people where the care 
(~r ' ma.terial existence drives out all spiritual 
inlierests and throws into the shade the 
question relating to , birth and cnste, Or, shall 
we suppose that, even he're the Bn'\bm&J,lli, 

I 

[1', 161,) 

- ----- '-
0 .. 111" 1",,, .oo;i"l .-itiOll of the oarrill.gt!,bllilder (nlthald.,.) 

I.nd Ih~ 1.,I.U" .. 01 oonlea.ptiblu d-. _ tllo u..t llW.ptor, 
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remembering the sp~<:ial rights and duties, 
arising from his belonging to the Brfl.hl1ll:Ll)a caste, . 
separates himself clearly from t.he rest of I,he 
population , that along wiLlI his (so to speak) 
civil OCcup!\tion he has pmct.ised sacerdotal func
t,iont> and ih that. wny has l1ccured a certah~ 

Stl periority over other classes? The J Malik! gi ve 
110 iJlstall~e from which such a double function 
can be inferred. Something rnu~t have been 
said somewhere III our sources of one of 
these Brl1hnuLQ.a agl· jculturii!lts or tradesmen 
which rela ted to specitically Brahmunicnl func
tions and stamped him as a Brtlhmal),U.. fl'be 

poor Brahmana far mtl l' of the Somadatta J fHaka 
(U. !(i5) whom his son (orces at great. pains 
to commit, to memory a. ver~ and who ut the 
decisive momtlut says before the king eXfl,Ctly 
the opposite of wbat. he want.s to sa)', doe~ not 
s ive oue the impression that he can help 11m 
ueighbours with advice in spiritual t.hill~ .' 

,Vc have to suppose in t.bat. a.ge gradalions and 
oontradictioLls with in the BrUbmlt~la CMle ij.imila.r 

to those which India of to·day shows, where Ii 
wide gap !*lpal'ates tbe proud priests of Benares 

and the papdits of Bihar in their spotless b"Rr· 
ments from t he potato-cultivating BrllhmaQ.88 ... 

, With ... otherlra .... hob.4/l"'a'10 (III. 193) th" "" ... wl>icb .... 

belltoWI uJl<lII the purit!()II.tion of hi' mou th i, IOOMII'11I!I I'l!prded II' 
lilll .f bit Brah"","bOl;ld. 
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of Orissa, balf-na.ked fa rmers whom no one 
would think of as belonging to their caste, if 

the ornamental piece of Brabmanical thread 
round their neck had not procla.imed this.1 

He, however, wbo does not think the argu
tnenlum. e.r IJile1~tw sufficient as ~ proof of this 
proposit.ion , should be reminded of the relation 
in which, according to t he Pali ca.non, tbe world
ly Bn\hmal)fL.'I stand to the Durldhist monks. Of 

[ r . 162. ] 
an opposition, no tl"'doCe is to 
I)d' found; the BrfthmaQaS 

stand in friendly relationship with the monks : 
they give them shelter, inv itl;' Lhm &11d 
61\tertn.in them.! E ven ill the Jr..takas the 

inwroour.se l) tlt.wce'n t be HrA.hmn,t:ms and Bud
dhfl.--()f lIuch It. thing mention is Dr course made 
only in the commentary-is throughout repre
Rented as friendly; t he Br!l.llllllu;ul. agriculturist 
occurring in I he introduction to the KAma. 

• 
;JMa.kn. (IV. 16·7) exchanges friendly IVOrdS with 
"Buddha. when he oomes to his field ; a.t the 
sowing season he even promises that when the 
corn will 00 ripe ho will give ha.ndsome alms to 
his OJ'der. Such s relationship is ollly conceh'
able if \\'6 !I UpVOse ~bat tbese Bri\hms.l)fIos are 

r . . 
, C/, 110ul_, Gel(elb~", Vol. 6, p. 1113 • 

• Sel&vibh .. "na, pari.jikA I V. S. 11 , V.3. I'acitbi,._ XXXV. I. 
i!ebti,._ :II ( Vi ... ,._ l>i ~l( .. w. Olde-oboor1\" . Vo\. 3. 10, 108 , Vol. .. 

pp. 8t , un .. 
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distinguished from the Buddhistic laity by 
nothing except their Brll.bmal;Ul birth, that they 
furtber did not ca.re much either for their Veda. 
study or their sacrifice-these ~pecial duties of 
a .. correct " Brlllimal~-the performance of 
whicb would certainly have erected a harriAT. 
between them and the Buddhist monks. 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 
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CHAPTER IX 

THF. I,EADING MIDDLE CL ..... S~ FAMILIES 

There was always, however, even ror the 
worldlx BrUhmat:las. a circumstanoe wbich pre
vented their being entirely merged ii the ml\SS 

of t he populn.tion. namely, their Brahmanica.1 
birth and their belonging in consequence to the 
Br!\hma~ caste. The attempt to marry within 
t heir own cnste and thus prevent a mixing with 
the lower elements which we showed above 
from t he Jata kas, would alone have sufficed to 
erect flo barrier between these Brf\hmaQas and 
tbe rest of the population. 

Much less sharply pronounced, there ap
pears to IlS another \ine which , a.ccording. to 
the (htmry of the Brl\illn·al).8s, dh'ided in ] ndian 

( P. 163.] 
society the Aryan Indians from 
the mass of dark-coloured abori

gines.1 'Va can suppose that at a yery early 

, r. ~e" f~m O",hmloleal lil~"'tll'" we pt the im pren:>oll tbt 

l"dilll ~M, dlyided i"""lr 1,1111 t .... groop". na,""I:!,. j il l<> IIrthma,., .. 

Illd Kth .. tri, .... on tbe ...... . ide, "lid V .. i'1'" I"d t';Gd ..... On tbe other. 

t."d tbt.~ irt'Mpeatin of th di.ti"ctio" 1,.. ,,01 "POll "'qt." birth, eb ... 
I ... t e .. o ~1_. formed h, ' tbe "1'" of tbe t.o higber on ...... OOlllflo. 
~ on .... ith .. biob neit.her LIle Brlbm"'91 oor the 1tIb;n,.. 
_e ml;l.ob ia coaw,. 0/. Rapk; .... Th jf .. l~ R4t.t~ oJ I ..... 1" ..... 

a .... lu. -..di"9 I" I ..... J( . ........ & ....... .,tit....... I",.,. Di .... Wiplir, 

1881.".78.82. 
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age a mixture betU"e~.u the Aryan and Don
Arya n elements of the populu.t ion took place 
- 8 supposi tion .,which will only be improbable 
when W6 look upon the .Aryan ]odian8, 
helonging neither to the Kshatriya nor to the 
BrlLhmsl,\J\ caste, as enclo!!led within fixed bound!l;. 
and united to form a castf'. 'rhe Indian caste
tb~y compriseri them under the third caste, 
the' ckste of the Vsisyas; as their occupntions and 
duties, there R.t l;! mentioned in Manu {L 90) • 
.. cattle-breeding, distribution of alrn~ sacrifice, 
study. trade, leuding money ~I, interest and 

. It Ii &gncu u~ 

(Now we- meet wi,t.b the 6Jpression Vassa 
(=Skr. Vaisya) in Pali texts but 00("' .... U; 
passages wbere WP h[l.vf' to do with theoretical 
discussion~ about the caste-question which, KS 

mentioned abClV6, prOVA nothing for the rea] 
existence of It caste called vassa1 Nowhere do - ~ we notice in t he Jataka~-\\'here we should ex-, 
pect t,o find it first, seeing thab they get their ' 
materials so often directly from the peopltl
an indication tha.t. 8.8 n ma.tter of fact 8 cas~ 
which did not comprise Aryans belonging either 
to ~he nrlhmaJ;l.8 or the Kshatriya C!l.lte, did 
exist. A caste, in· Ule ~nstt' of the llrabmanical 
theory. the Vaisyas nevet became even ht the 
western firahmanical lands; origina.lly, in tbe 
oldest Vedic age. a oame for the c .... 01, 
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• 
cattle-breeding Ilnd mnd-cllltivating Aryan 
:'1et,tlers, it served later the purpose of Ule 

tboorising Br!i~nuu:lJ-.s to bind together the 
unlimited numbel' of social groups. 

Ap expression whioh is eXllctly similar 
in meanin~ to the word VH.i~vll and likewise 

comprehends ; dkfioite class of 
people. is t,he \\'01"(1 ,qahapati 1 

80 very common itl Pali lit erature. Acconting 
to ita etymolog~', it, mealls " householder, hee.d 
of a household, " a.od denotes generally, if not. 
always, a landlord or merchant- prince of 
high hirtb and wealt.ll. WI" shall not be r 
mistakf'.n if we ... Mee in these ganap(lfi s in part 
the gentry of the land, the lowel' land-owning 
nobility, in contrast with lhe nobili.ty which is 
related to princely houl<es, the Khattiyas. ami in 
part the high a.tl{lotich middle (IJa.'IS famili es of 

the big citi&' wlOch can be compared with 
,the ' patricians of . the imperial a.nd industrial 
oities of t.he Midftle Ages. T~ike the khattivas, 
tht, gahapatis "Iso S In to have distinguished 

·the~selve& from r~e great n;/lss or t.he popula
i.ioll W a. curtain consciousness of posit,Lon and 

[ Po 1640.) 

by pride in their Arvan descent, The son of the 
geUlti goh"paU Yasa is called in the }'1ahA.v-cga 
(1. ,. 7) ""lapulla • • youm of h;gh birth, good 
family. Sucb 8 /ndapuUa mUlt, ,,·benever _ __ ~--":"-:c-' ~_ ... _4' __ _ 

_ 8a, ,~ .. 
• 



• 
possible, marry in ~n old lUld rich ramil ~'; the 
parents tllke care tt, nvoid a '1I1f'tmlNonce and 

bring Cor t hp grown-ap son a girl of good family 
(Bodh isatto BArAlJasito :wid(he gflmake gabs,
patikule nibbatti. ~ Ath' nsS8 vilyappattassa Bi\rtl· 
nasito ku )ndhltarltlfl ~,nesU1!l n. 121). In the. 
oour! of the king thp f/nlta/xtthl, 011 account of 
their iI:nport llllce nnd wealth, pJttyed a sign ifi . 
cant part; either aloug "' il h the ministers and 

• BrAhmal)as m entioned in t.he third place, 01' 

along with the last, the~' H,ppellr perml:l.nently in 

the retinue o' tbe king. I At the coronation of 
the king the l'~ are represented: ministers, Bril.h. 
mal)its, hea{}~ of households, ·cit i ~fms, gate
kuepels, etc. (amacc!\. ca hr!\hmlll)agahapatim
tthibdovflrikMll,vo ca. II . 24] ). 

This passage, where the T'ltthikas (=Skr. 
raslltriko, inhabitant of a kingdom, subject) are 
mentioned along wi! h the [Jrdwpati.8, shows that 

[ po I~l . 
the conCllpt gulwputi is in no 
way idelltical with what, accord

ing to the BrahmaniCllr caste.t.hcoI'Y, is to be 
understood by Vaiija; for to this caste, which 
I'm braces all Aryan Indians with the exception 
oC Kl!hatriyas and . Brn.hma'Qa!, ·the raUhikaa 
would have to be looked upon as belonging, 

• 
, Not 00], in lile JilUu bn< .. '-0 '0 <>~h.t Pllii w,u', fOl' enmple • 

• bhh..".. 1.22.3 (Vi_, .. Pi.-.. ed. O]<l"nberg. Vol. I , p 3&). 
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• 
as weH as the citizens (negamas) and. farm ers 
(i&napadas), who in another place (in lhe Nig ro
dhamiga J f\taka I . 152) are counted am~ng 
the ,. househohl lirs" as sub jects of the king. 

(for the I nd ians, subject to the infl uence of t he 
(Brflohmanicul) theory an d inclined t.o schema.

'tise, @te ,Qahapafi.s' app&lr neV'Or thel6$s as 1\1 

caste, as:-in fact, th fl third caste, corresponding 
iOtbe VaiSyas of the Rrahmanica.! system, as in 
the e~mcrationl of castes t hey very often appear 
in the third place after t he kltatli,lfuklt[lU and t be 
brahl1UJ,l.wkfuas.) .A j ustificat ioll of such a sebe
mal ism lay in t his, thal this class· also t hrough 
the value it nttacbed to pure desC6nt and through 
the prohibition of uneqwtl marriages, liked to 
form a close body and showed a faint resem
blance wi th the Brf\hmA.!:ta caste in this, t ha the 
jiti of a gahapati wa~ hereditary, that 1\ galtapali 
who through the los!i of his [ortuoe WI\.!; ruined 
and was (orced to maintain himself by follow
ing lower occu pations, litill remained <;, lways a 
guhapaU. ' W e read of one such g(r!lapttli who 
deals in vegetables (panui_kag~hapati , III . 21 ; 

, 
, TlUII, il> ~h" .Ireo.dy gi\.eCI ' ........ tiye of lh ~ ~1I~bbGlI~;r..... .. Ilicb 

;. ide"Lf .. 1 with Culln~ VI. 6.2. CJ. fonl",. Mabipn.rinibblna 
Suua r . j.I (Jon.nal or ,hOI Un,. • .! ·" ,i.tic SooiNy, Vol. 8, p. U2), 

"""..,.,"10<.111 .... ,..."'.14 po 6otM...,."' ..... '.Il/". pI ,..11 .. ,..."p"¥'" pi 
"hlt.'I'I"' ... "IlA ; lhh&,·"I{P, "I. 28. .. ( \' \IIay" Pi\& .... ~d. 0Id .... burg, 
Vol. 1, p. :r.n) : ..,di • . ~"h"" .. ri ...... ...,di b"u_,.,pU,",-,M "..... 

~pa.tiJ"'rit<!'" )'tid; .. _.,..JKOri ..... • ,"'-'",do ...... "''''Ioa'''''li. 
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IV. 446), of another poQr gnha)udi, who maintaim; 
himsalf and h.m mother with diffieulf,v bv work· . . . 
ing as l\. hired labourer (TIl . 325). 

But this hereditary charaetel' of the position , 
comhined with a specilti walne attached to 
puri ty of blocxl do not in my opin ion I!ufficc, 
to mak~ the gMwpaU .. appear 1\.'1 I~ Ca.'lte; in our 
t:yes Lbey can only be I't:ga.rdoo as a special 
cJass, 8S a spec;,,1 rank a nd not as a caste, tHe 
Cha.ract.eristic murks of which are lacking: apart 
from marriage within the limits of tb e cla.ss, we 
don' t see any common clllltoms, not to speak 

( P. Ifill.] 
of any judicia l powers, which 
would punish aoy tmllsgression 

of caste-rules by exclusion froJ)} 8oc iet~' . 

Almost ill th e same sense as .tla1wP(I,tj. is th" 
eXjJression ...!.,utll'lIliJika used ; this aoo denotes 
members of the citizen class, as ,'It rule 
like ga·/w:pafllt, wealthy citizens at the head 
or 'Il hou~buld (kutum ba) . ConneceiOll with 
f;uch a. ku~umbika family A.ppen.rs to have boon 
com;idered ~uitab le by the rich t\lId aristocratic . 
families: a h:ll\dillg citizen (Ilagaravl\si Imlaputta. 
I . 196) sooks th e daughter of I ~ k ulumbika 
Uving ill a village ror his iWlI. The J..'Ubutltbikcu 
living in the town ·en~agtl in trade, according 
1.0 tbe JMakas. 'rhus, in the stLlaka .Ht.tab it 
if!! S<iid of the Bodhisatta $hat he iill reborn in 
a kutumbik() fa.mily. and maintains his livelihood 
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by dealing in corn (dba(lIiavikkaya II. 2G7 ~ . 

Severa l times men tion is made of money
tl1'n~ctions which the ..tyeumbikas who are 
a;"esi(lents of a town carryon <vith the country. 
O,'cr a.nd above the kll(ltmbika from Si\vattbi , 
mentioned in the patJCltppannavallhu. of the 
SllCcaja Jl\takz\ (III. 66), who goes with his 
\\·ife into the country in arda l' to COllf°ct. debts, 
t.here is mentioned in the Satapat.ta .Ji\tnkfL 
1 ~ kU(ltmllika who lends a \' ill!lgPt, 1,000 kahQ.

p;.u)M (II. 3R.8). The SOILS of 1U1Othor klt~um
bi.ka determine a.fter she death of their {ather 
to a.dminister his goods and collect his-assets; 
they go to the village Imd r.:J t urn after 

.. they collect I ,Uoo kabApm:tfts. 
The most important and aristocratic repre

sentative of the gabapati class is the settll,i.' 
Although he appcM'S _ to l!s, at least according 
to tbe J MakM, in t.be court of the king in whose' _ 
service he is, we have not yet counted him 
I\mong the Icing's officers, hecause he does not 
properly belong to the class of rdjQlJ/t090as, 
officers of the king, but a gauapati doeg ~ ; . 

'_ Bkr. irelhthi" which io generally n'lndered by .. t he ch ief 

or thll gtlild ." 
• The 01110<1 of a ... Ubi _ ml t.o be pern" .. nelltly ooonpiod by II 

(. ga~"fI<Iti. No"be" It! It m~nti;nod \ba\ .:~...p..r. ot IIB(II.hnr ..... I.e 

or 01_, 8!>e1l U , " rich llrihDUll)"' hu ' hflld Ihil poIition. U nO\ in 
lloe brier fona .e«"i, ot thll ~_ ~1la1f60 mll!l\ioo il mild." ill 

ViuYI Pi~h. Mah.n"U" I. 1. 7 ; " 111. I . 9, 13 J ClIllaY>lgga VI. 
... 1 "I. 

33 
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he appears to pI,,), a double part, aD official and 
a privl:I.t:;; ))I'l:rt. In the Vinaya. 

[ 1' . 167.] Pitaka the fJeU lti plays an 

importan t private r616; he aypears throughout 
as a res.pectable tradesman enjoying a special 
position of honour among the membeJ'R Qf 
bis profession; such , for instance, Wl\.~ pre . 

• eminently the much-quoted generous worshipper 
or Buddha, Anflthapil)(j.ika. Still it is to be . . 
consider6d that in the Cuht.\'agga (VI. 4.1) 
it is said of him tha.t be is the brotbtlJ··in·law 
of "tbe seiJhi of RAja-gaha "-an expression 
which in itMU refers to an official pOAition ; 
nlso thl\t · AnAthapiQclikn believes that his 
brother.in-la\\' has invited King BimhisAl'8 
t.o a banquet, speaks in favour of th~ sup
position. or the sume 'lJcf,(.ki of RAjagnha it 
is said 6x )lressly in U1C :a.:l!thu-vflgga (VIII. l. 
16) that be rendered various services to the 
king as we ll as to th Millen babo.pakA.ro 

e VM8a e'eva n~gl\ml\8sa ca), In the JA.tukas 
the se((hi, ns already 8aid,. st.aT1ds. moatly 
in close proximity to the royal court. For t-he 
manage ment of. the finances of the ~tate. for 
flaying tb~ army and the officials, [or military 
operations. public huildings, etc:. t hl} kin!1'~ 
obviously con·iJulted tha opinion of a business 
mtm familiar with the trade affairs of the land ; 
on the other hnd, the ~mmercial community 
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must also bave tried to I~n.ve its intere!!ts re
presented in the court and to watch careru1~y 
legislation and !\liministration. 'rWQ p Urj)Qf168 the . -
'se/tki, the official " re reselltative of the commer-
eia community " at the kingls court, served. 
1.11 Ills ofUcia.1 capacity he :;Of:$ to the king'a 
public audience (riijupa\thAna. 1. 26\J, 349 ; 
HI. 119, 299 ; IV. 63), as said in another 
place, three times a day (divasassa !.ayo vAre 
ri\jupattbi\narp gacchati nI. 475); in truE! 
capacity he takes (formal ) leave o( the king 
when going out on a journey, and obtain~ ~be 
permission of the king when resiguing his 
office or when he WH. n t." to }'CUOllIlC!e the 
worldly life and· become a bOllltlle~s &g(:etic 
(pabbajjm:p mt) anujanA.hi 1 L 64) 

J UBt as his sooiW rank I was hated.ita[x, 
so also the office (se,tthitthfl.na) of the h lbljr 

{I'. 166.] 
pnssOO. as a rule on to the 
~I. 231, 2<8; HI. 475). 

Reborn in No ileUM family. the llod.hisult.a when 

, ur " \.lb i r.mHiM meMion i •• 1"" ttwde in ~he Vi.yo l"\ab. 
1I.havagg. I. 9. I bu-lICUbiU!""'Hbit ...... hl1ll1U1' p~~ti. Wb.,. .. b .. 

by th .. ".N«I{Mhla, lbe 'ILigh"" .. dter the H!+hi r.",;lie.,· &I lIMo 
UI~"" i. reodered ;n 11l4! t.n. ... I.tio.il of RhYI o. .. idllnd Oldonbm-J 

(8..."..., ~ 0' tloc .Eut, Vol. 13, p. lI0). i.o nl"'''~, .PI_" doubt
( 101 \.Q me, U, lIOOOI'dilllf 1.0 tt.8 J.lall ..... Ih" Q.~I,.;. in th" ...... w.,. 

... Ule .. 11M, -.... I .... & .. 0 held a , Ibed p<N.t i" tlte l'<IJ'aJ gOO .... 

I .. Ibe Sudhibhojlr'l¥ JlloIOitr. (V. :1.84) '1 ....... '." when hel/O"ll to) 

...... king, call. "II" bill w.y ..... u. .... ....,({~. in order to lak. tb. l.llt. 
with billl, 
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he is grown up. sets up a household and obUtins 
afwr the death of his father t he position of a 
" representative of t he commercial community" 
(setthikule ni bbattitvii. vayappatto kutumbarr 
sal).tbJ\petv£i. pitu accl~yelia sctthitthi'lnaf!l patva 
IV. 62). 

~Dt:lta i L'i of I,he duties and functions connected 
witb I.his offi ce 11'6 cannot obtai n from ou r 
source. Possibly the king required him in 
order to exercise su pervision over trade in 
nccordance with the prescr iptions of the 
lawbooks ! and for the purpose of controlling 
through him the administration : of the laws 
relating to trade societ,ies and guilds. Perhaps, 
a long with this, he required of him person,~ 

serviec, management of money affair s, superi)l' 
tendence of the kin g-'s treasury; in any case, 

J 
, ManIlYIIl . .o , 101: " li e ( l he lI.i"II") .hU /b t.he .... e).'rice .... 

.. ~Il .. lhe !,,,reb...., ,,,"100 of ftll market oommoditiOlF .ftcr CIll'Cl full,. 

) 
.,,,n.id,,ri~g th.. ]l11l.OO of their ori$"iD, their d.,.!iuatiOll, t.he poriod 

,.I .... rehousing, 'h" ".ulNlblu !,roh . "d t<-. E,· .... y .five dlY' ur .' 
th .. <II"iry of .. fUrlu;ghl-, ,he kiug .hllli fix t.he price. ill t.he ~ 

of "" I"eric"oed me,, " 

• M""" VlIl, 41 , ""creed iu tbn "'w, h ~ (the king) .1».11 
"x .. miue tbe I ..... of tho! """w. .nd I.nda, the I ..... of guiJ~ <-reb;. 
dh ... m.) .nd ~t,e ....... of familio. and (110) fix tile 1 .... fo.. eoo.<:h "r t._ (gro"p')-CI. HOI)k i~, R..ti"" C(Ulc, p. 81 : "Such _i,Uon." 

j _".ruely. tnoM auoci&.tloo. aud guild_" had t.heir OWn nil .. .. nd " 
regnl .. t.iOfl .... bieh we", uuder ,hoi .npolrrilliO" nf the kiug; the king 

could (.........diu/!" 100 the thoory) neither .. l1Ct.ion I .... nor bim""Jf giye 
I ........ bicl-o .. ....., " 1'.,.-1 to the 1"<!OOIflI;.eo:! I ..... or '''<>to _nct;OIIed 



261 

Che seems by virtue of . his Immense wealth t.o • 

( I'. Hlil.J 
have become indispensnbl~ t.o. 
t he kin g, as we find him con-

sbtnt.ly in his retinue. Ollt of tbe daily inter
cou rse fr iendship sometimes gre w between the 
king and his se~(h i , ant just as wa.s the cnse. 
with t he plH·olli.la, t he faet of the office being 
hereditary ill the same sc((lii fam ily may have 
oontributed towards making this famil~' inti
ml\wly connected with the ruling house. In 
the Atthftll<l .Jilt.aka (III. ~75) the heir pre
sumptive and t.Iw son of the 8ettl!t, of Benares 
are playmates and are taught and educated in 
the hOllse of the snme tracher. Also after t.he 
prince bas succeeded to the throne, tbtl son of 
the 8eHlti, Jives in hi s neighbourhood and later, 
after !'he death of his father, when he hilnself 
becomes sett.hi , he .goes three times daily 10 the 
puiace of the king and La.lks with him until 
nighUaU. " \ Vherc is my friend? ", cries tbe 
king as one d:ty he miss('s tbe setthi. 

111 this official position as "a representative 
of t he commercial community" lhe setthi does 
not appeal' always evon in t he ,H\takas, but 
appears here at limes as a private gentleman, as 
a rich and inHutmtial merchant prince. Asetthi 
living in Benares engages in trade aud drives a 
caravan of fh'e lumdred wfI,gons (1. 270); in the 
'province (pa,ct;aule I. 461 ; IV, 169p the se~tbia 
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Ii\'i'og' In tlu=, countr~' . (janapadasetthi IV. 37) 
for whom au offioial' position is manifestly im· 
probable, 3re mentioned ill several 1))aces. Row 
fa.r these t radesmen ditIer trom otbers, (or 
e xample, from the C'\TIU'RII Il:laders (satthlLvAha), 
to be mentioned later, especially, whether they. 
exercised /lny supervising fnnction s with regard 
to these lIS "masters of tht> guild," does not 
appeal' [rom tbe Jj\tt~ku.s; what we learn from 

our source is confined to a de~l'iPtion of their 
wealth and their influence. '1'he wClilth of a 
set:t.hi is give n,. like t1ULt of t he . . 1 llrAillnaQ,as, 
uniformly W:I e ight hundred millions (asUikotivi
bhavo se~tbi •. III. 128, aoo, 4.44.; V. 382),\a 
Ijt!\.ooment which h;~ very liUle value ItS li jucik
ment. concern ing actual conditions, as, on n.ccount 
of lbe very liLLIe care which t ht! (nclians show 

• 
for correct, or e\'t~n approxima.tely correct, 
numbers, any other ,great number would have 
had the snme meaning, as we do 1101. know wbat 

coin is to be added to t.his 
(1'. " 0. ] figul'e. ( Somewhat more accu· 

rately the weallh of a s"6tt'hi lS indicatt.~, when 
in the Visayha J!\takll (TIl. 129) it is narrated 
lha.t Sakka, l'endertl4 UHellSY by the charity of 
the setthi, destroys bis entire we&lth-money, 
corn, oi l, boney, SU6"ftr, etc., even his slaves 
and bired lahourers. As belonging to t.he 
houStlbold of a setthi. t.here are mentioned in 
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another place, besides n:ife aml child, servants 
(parijana) Imd the headsman (vacchakapl\la:kll). 
The cowherd of a. setihi drives the cattle of bi.~· 
master into t be fore~t when the corn begins to 
ripen, erects a stall for the cow and give~ the 
milk from time to time to the settbi. If we 
add tha.t occasionally the rice fields of 1\ sett;bi 
Tlrc mentioned, i t follows that we havp to look 
upon the SCUill!! not anI" as tradesmen but also 
'loS cattle-rtmring and lund·cultivating owners of 

L'fle soi1.1 4 

( 0,11-Jccollnt of the grant wealth 1\1. his dis
posal, hii'l influence manifestly extpnds outside 
t he sphere of work of bis own lJui'liness; it is 
true we do not fi nd it. expres.~ ly stated Ihllt he 
lends money at interest; W6 may, however, very 
well suppose that h... gives the inn-keeper 
who .• lives by ~im" (t.a~ upanissl\.yo eko 
varunivi\l).ijo j'vati, 1. 252) suUil:iell t menns with 
which to curry on bi.ll trade in spirituous liquors. 
Even the tailor \\ho lives with II. seithi (se41hirp 
nissfl.ya. \'8.S8.ntltssa tu unakfirllssa., IV. 38) may 
have stood in It simill\l' rela.tion to the mAster 

of the house~ 
",The desire te· prc!!erve wealth and rtlspect~ 

a,bihty in t.b e family may have strengthened 
the inclination a.nd practice in settbi families 
of marrying within their own jdti and led 
to frequent marrilt.ges among themselves. The 
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~ BeNlli of Ui\jnge.hu; mentionNl Ul the Niurodha i' 
Ji\rukn, brings [or hi s' SOil the daughte~ of 1\ ' 

sef.(hi living in the country (lV. 37). The 
shive oC lhe 8eUhi of )lenures succeed'!, as nal'l'llt· 

cd io the KaWmka Jttaka, in winn ing by 
mCltns of I~ fl\lse letter the hand of the dnug~ter 
of a Sf't[/Ii, friendly to hi.Il masrer and living in the 
frontier. Thu IcHor wHich Ole slave has writkn 
himself and ' 1ol'hich btl hands over to the hllsille~s 
friend of hi~ mns1#1' IJPgins with th e word's: 

-[ I' . Iii .] 
"'fbe hearer of thi~ leiter j 'l 

my son N. N. I consider it 
desirable that our children !lhould mil-try ~vitlf 
each athOl'" ·(ttvi\ havivl\hllsambandho ni\ma 
mayhnl!l b~y!\, 'tul' llI\li 01.\ may!' snddhh~l patirupo, 
J. 452) . • 

Hand in lU\.lld with thi s regard for equal 
marriage and purity of blood. there goes in the 
the Khattiyl\s and the proud Bnlhm8.(las, a.'! 

well as in high setthi families, a deep oontam])t 
for people who a l'c low eithil' by profession or 
hy race; especia.lIy, does this "caste-spirit " 
make itself felt with regard to the class -of 
Cru)cJ!llas, the pariahs in the then Indian society: 
'Ve saw above what n shock the set.ehi'lJ 
daughter gets wben she loarni that.. she has ~n 
a. Ca.t)Q.lI.Ia find how very anx ious she is to pre
vent thc evil effects of this sight by washing her 
bcnutiful eyClO\ .. 
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\The wealth and respectability of the ae!tlti 
families brougbt it about naturally that the.8j}Ds 
of. ;;ucb a family., received 8. careful education; . --i t even appears from our source that they. 
partly at any rate, ~rulfllled the universal 

. duty. according to the "law-books, of the three 
higher castes, namely, that 6f studyin.. the 
Vedas.· The two sons of the seUlti mentioned 
Tn the Nig.l'odha. Jl\.taka were sent to 'fakkasilo. 
to a teacher by the Setthi' of RI\jagaba and 
he paid the teacher 2,000 as honorarium 
(IV. 38); the already-mentioned' young seNlli, 
occu'rring ill the Atthilna Jfltaka, is instructed 
along witb the ' prince by t,lle same teacher 
(III. 47G)) It is true in both these cases it is 
only said dmt the youths " learnt the science" 
(si ppatp uggaT)..hitrlsu); stiU I think it probable 
that even in this . passage by ,iPl)U, religious 
study is to be underst.ood, because, as already 
said, among the diSCiples of Buddha. the sons of 

rich and respectable families were in large 
measure represented-a fact which in my opinion 
is to be attributed principnJly to~e participa_ 
tion of these circles in the spiritual activities of th] age. 

.. Jf these ' seUlii families who were united 
th ugh the common I consciousness of rank, 
through the custom of contracting marriages 
with their own jA.ti and preventing mixture with 

114 



th.e lower castes, an~ farther, through ft common 
hereditary ]lrofession, present rp , I'72] . . 
an apptlar~nce not. whoUy dIS-

similar to that of caste, there arise from tbe 
great mnss of the people etiler social groups 
which through the appearance gf another factor; 
external org8.nisation, represent. ·8. still more 
sharply defined unity. namely. the associations of 
t~esmen .and manu~acturer8 comparable to 

our m.edilBval guilds. ) 

• • 

• 

• • 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



THE GU ILDS 0'1' 'fltADESMES AND MANUPACTUR.EM . , 
!l The existeiH;e of Itrad~ associa.tions which 

. gre\ partly far economical reasons-better em
ployment of capital, facilities ! of intercourse
Partly. for protecting the . legal interests of 
t heir olass, is surely to be traoed to an early 
period of Indian culture. When we read in the 
Dharma.so..tras that the agriculturists, tradesmen, 
cattle-breeders

l 
usurers (kustdin) and manufac~ 

turers have their own spccialmws for their clasil 
'which are authoritative for the king,' we can 
infer from th iS with 80m? certainty the organi
sation of trade and particular brancqes' Qf it i in 
tbe later law-books, mention is expressly maq 
of guilds (Sf'elJi). Thus, it is said in ~anu VIII. 
41, that the king has to examine and determine 
the laws of the guilds. Ip. the epice also the 
guilds appear as 80 important factor not only of 
the industrial but 1:1.180 of the political life.' ">l 

Still there ia the q Jestion whether the ~Do. 

{Po h3. ] 
mical OOliditiona, as they .are 
described by Manu and in the 

epic" represent the view at culture unfolded by 
------~~--'~---·r.-------I 

• o..l1~ XI. 21 , delIIojitUn.l.dIlMmlolol.ar.iyalr a"r.dd.IIIf 
I ..... ~ q;.biYaoi.q.lIlI"lyak...t~ ....... ,,,. a ... warp 

• lJo;optma, &011.'"1/ 1iJIIM, p. 8 1 *I. 


