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the J !\takas, whether .they can at once be 
, assigned to t he period of t he older Buddhism. 
-<,rhe systematised commercial law, I;&S we fi nd 
'it in Manu, t he rules relati ng to loans at 
interest, the institute of experts in sea-borne 
trade, t be duties upon dyer-borne and sea
borne merchandise, fl.ll this presupposes a stage 
of economical development which ltppears to me 
to be centuries later than the stage of culture 
depicted in lhe J!itakas.1 f\ 

It should not, however, \>e said that we have 
here the first beginnings of commercial tl'ansac
tion!!; undoubtedly,[ tbe- statements contained 
in t he JiLtakas relate Lo oversea trade as well 
88 to brisk inland trade. ' fhen in describing a 
caravan passing through sandy deserts, its march 
is compared with a journey t hrough the sea; 
(samuddagamanasadisam ova g'amauaJ!l hoti. J . 
107). when it is narrated that oqe entrusts the 
lead to a " land tax-collector" (thalaniyitmaka) 
who directs the carayan with the help of astro
nomy. we find clearly expressed bere acquaint
ance with navigati.on and the knowledge of the 

• s 
• The OVI>Olii.c "ie ... ill take" by Dahlmann I ... hill book on the 

IbHbhlro.t&. Aocordinil to hi~, tbere f. "."n extraordi .... ry ","",,,,oni 
!:Moloree., the clIltnte.period tCI>I'Me~t.ed ill the Jl\.a.b. and the ~I i 
OIl""" and t~at or u.. I lahibbtnl\.a."; "tile bl_ming or ooonomi<.:al 
lire. N .. d __ ibed bete, i., in hi. upiniol!, .. in full oognoement .. itb the 

piet..,.. or culture in Mallu." Jo.. l)ahlmaDII, o.u M"WII4 ... to ,,'" 

.Jl'H II,", Beo:llubllCll, Berlin, 189li, PI'- 1611, 180. 
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st.arl'Y henNens req uircd . for Lhis. Also &nother • 
lhing which t.he Indians en1ploye • like the sea
faring "Ph renicians and lln,bylonians of ancient 
times, for finding thedirectiOIl during navigation, 
we find mentioned in the Jtltakas, namely, "dircc
tion-gi\ting crows " ) (d i$i\kaka); tbey showed 
the navigators, when thoy lost sight of the land. 
as they flew tow<I.rds the land, in what direction 
t.JlC coast was to be found. On the high seas 
such a "compass" could not su rely be of much 
use to lhe sailors----"fol' this ason it is narrated 
of th e merchnnt.s in the KJ\si ' kingdom who 
have a disdktika 011 hd,rhl their ship, that they 
sufTer shipwreck in mid-ocean (III. 267)

but it is ,'ery useful for 
> 

.naviglLtiou along the c005t. 
[ I', 174.] 

This, and not nav igation in the open sea. is, I 
think, throughout. meant when tbe Jil.takas speak 
of oversea trade. The disappearance of the 
coast. niter S6ven~1 da.ys' ll!\Vig-d.tion is especially 
brought into ));'Ominc.nce and stated as 8 cause 
of shipwreck. II Fi.ve hundred tradesmen "-so 
it. is said in the Pal)4ara JJ\taka. (Y. 75)-" went 
on a sea-veya!:.'e nod suffen..'fl shipwreck on the 
ooean~ as on the ~eventee~th da.y no land was to 
be seJn; all on board, not one excepted, became 
the rood of the fish." On the whole, we shall 
do well if we accept a. bit cautiously this supposi
tion of nu extensive oversea !rade. If there 



no 
• 

reaUy wa.s regular trade l between India a.nd 
countries like the &bylonian kingdom-whose 

. name exists 'in the form Bdve1'urat(.ha (III. 126)1 
- we should certainly have heard occasionally 
(rom the JAtakas of the products Qf this laud, . 
of its inhltbitanLs and their customs. The ex· 
istence of tbe mere mime shows thl\t the city 
was known by name in the age to which our 
source relates; probably, Indifl.D sailors went to 
.Bahylon a.nd spread reports on their return 
home about the city and its wonders, 80 that 
from tha.t time onward in every story in which 
the ship-wrecked played a part, the nrune of the 
city of Davern appeared, the mention of which 
served to make the listeners ex pect something 
wonderful. But oversea. trllde is not 80 frequently 
mentioned in the J1\.takl18 that one can talk oC 8 
Samuddavanija as a. typical figure. 

The pleotifWll6S8 of great navigable water
ways in Northerp India allows us to assume an 
early development of internal maritime trade; 
still I have found it meqtioned in only one 
place in the J!l.tahs. In the sale of a ship's 
cargo mentioned in the · Cullakasettbi Jataka 
(I. 126), the question is of wares unloaded at a 
fOrt in the neighbourhood of Benar6S. '1'116 hero 

1 OJ. ()&bh .... nn, D .. !IIaJoIbhlnta, po. ]79 . 
• T(O tJ, .. ..ugory..t ~lIequoted .-agM (L 107; lit. 136, llG'1; 

· V. 76) bl,lolIgll rwth~r ~h. deoo~oou or" "arn.ti~ (IV. 1M) .. 
s.z"uaa.."'ij. J't.ab. 
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of the narrative, flo youth of qood bu t poor • 
family, learns from a. " itor 

( P. 176. ) friend that a hi:: sl;ip has arriv. 
ad at t he port. \ He bi res fOl' eight hbtlpaQ38 
a vehicle SLnd drives with great. pomp to the 
port. H ere he buys t he ship's cargo on credit 
and gives his signet 'ring I\S liecurity; theD he 
erects a tent close to the ship and after 
be takes his seat withi n it, he gives fLn order 
that if tradesmen want to see bim they 
should only be admitted after a threefold 
notice. On the news of the arrival of the ship 
about a hundred tradesmen from Denares come 
to buy the cntgo. 'l 'bey li re told: "You 
cannot buy wares any more, for J:t, great 
merchant who lives at such and such a place 
has bought them by advancing a -deposit." 
When they hear .thill, t hey go to the youth 
and are admitted by the servants to his pre
sence after a threefold notioe in the way men· 
tioned above. Everyone of the hundred trades· 
men pays one thousand in order to receive 
11 portion of the ship's cargo a.nd finally in 
order to buy olf bis partnership, thoy pay each 
one of them for the rest of bis goods &. 

furthllr 1,000. 'rhus the youth returns k) 

Benares with 2,00,000 in his possession. 
In the eulture·period depicted in the 

Jatakai. ~erland trade seems to have far 
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SU~J>Msed in importnnt.;f' sea:\>orne trade) The 
t:t\deslllf'D who goe~ abQut the country with his 
carava.n is in flwt a typ ical figure in our narra
tives and, Recording t.o t he statement~ in these, 
caravan traffic cannol. have been small, 
either with regard to the distance tl'8.- . 

versed or with regard to wares carried. Big 
trade routes cross t lie land in 11.11 directions 
and carryon an exchangl' of goOOs between the 
severnl and (judged hy their products and 
neoossiti~) widely dilrorent part s of India; there 
was, especially. IlmuifesUy brisk tr~e beLween 
the easiern and the western parts. Va J'ead in 
the Apat;lQ.ak!~ Ji\laka of a clll'a \'an·leader 
(satthavAha, I. 98) who 6'06S from the e!l~t 

to the wast with 500 wagou-lo,\ds and then 
returns. rl'radosmell residing in BeU/u'es travel 

Lo UjjanP in order to carry 
(P. I76.] on trade'tl (II. 248). Also from 

trade relations between ~mir and Gandh!\ra 
kingdoms, on tbe oue side, and Videha land , 
on the other, \\'6 learn, !l.S narrated in tbe 
Gandhl\m Jataka, that the king of Videho. 
inquires of the tradesmen about the health of 
his friend , the king of Kasm1ra and Gandhl1ra 
(lB . 366). 

About the nature of the goodlil carried, the 
statements of the- Jtlta.kas speak in a very 

= Str. Ojjailli, th9 c-pit:&l of Anll". 
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unoertAin voice. r,hl,c ~af'rator speaks mostly 
of. ti\'8 hundred Wftgo!l8 laden wiih valua~ 
goods and leav6S '1'8 to exercise our conjecture re. 
garding the contents of these loRds. Pl'obably, 
the packages of the tradesmen contained cloths, 

. for according to the ·Ttn~cJila'Jft.t8ka there Wel'e in 
the neigbbour~ood of Benares fitl1ds sown with 
cotton' (k~ppAsakh.tta III. 280) and th;, cott,,. 
was probably in Buddha's time chiefl y used in 
the lllallu!actul'jiI of goods in Benares.: On the 
other band, cotton industry appears to hav9 
flOUl'ished iu certain place& in the west, as in 
the Mahfl.\'agg!\ o~ the Vim\~'a Pitdkn. ; Si,·j cloth 
(Siveyyaka du&~ VIII. 1. 29) is pl'aised as spa· 
eia)j, valuahle. 

Farnoll!! were also Ihe hol'5lcs of the west, 
above all, the steed of Sindh (sindhava. II. 
288); accord ing t,o the Jl\takas the kings of the 
eastern laud/:! were pro\'ided mainly with hol'8ei 
brought from the norU\ or the west; we meet 
very often ' in our texts with hors.e-mereha.nI8 

L Ootlolln ia nlln no" fOll"d ;1\ ptaoe. lei thll ,,_ of He" .... " r., 

... A~ Cf. 'fibl. 13 in Uartboln"ltL .... •• H~1td. Atll'. of fHdia, Welt. 

mi~, I893. 

~ hi tlte • • ha' ... inibb ..... Sou. (\".116) i~ i ... id that tbe mortal 

1'0 ....... 01 • "CQ"ld.r!ller ?~ oonred "itb fold. N nil'" dOllw! &ltd 

tom .,.....1LIId th. OOllllllMltator .dd' ••• " u ...... titm or ... .,........ 
aIofL Ii ....... hf>pDM, .. ft. doth or Be ... 1'eI (Kallbnilka, 011 .~ 

of"" 1._ of lIIolnnre, .t.orb. DO oil ," 

SS~ 



· 274 , 
who come from the north (uttar(\pntl1akil 
~~Vfll)iji\) And sen their horses III Benares 
(I. 12.; II 31, 287). 

'rhe insecnrity of the I'oad made the business 
of I t 8,flhavdl'a at t.lmt time ,'ery troublesome 
and dnn gel'Olls. OrJ;anized bands or robbers- in . 
ihe Sattigumoo. Jlt.ta'"kH. a YilIllge containing five 
hUllrlred rohhers is . mentioned (col'agflmaka IV. 

lI f' · m .] 
4=30). at its head stands the 
" oldest ll. mong tho robbers 

(corajetthaka 11. 388)- IIlY in wait for the 
travelling tradesmen, especiall.,~ in the forest., 

, l\nd foreoo thelll t.o employ ,...al'med men who 
tor a suInry led the cat'l.Inms through the 
dallgel'olls plnces. 1 Still the tradesmen were 
compensan.·d for the troubles and dangel'S 
of Cftl"ll.nm trnffic by the gl'eat jll'ofit which, 
according to th tl .HltakEis. they made; in 
the Vat.l1;l.Uplitha. J{\.taka it is stilted thkt the 
cam.nm·lendm'", got. twice 01' thrice their dues 
on the sale of their wares (hhzH)(J 'U"fI ,·ikkh)i ty1\. 
(lyiglll)llIll catllggtll)al~l hhoga l~l JabhitvO, I , 
109). 
-~ ~'------

, 'rb.' b".i""". of limN f~t.gllini. (a!a,·iArllklr.hlka, II 33.') 
f.,...rn<)ll A I,rof_ion b~ il.ltllf ... hieh ..... he~it. ... y in the family ~"rl 

tlr'In"''' ." ",·"",.; ... ,io" , i"';i1H io th ~t of t he guild, of trad(!tOmCII 
... ,1 """Ilr""'"rerll ;n ih;', tbat lit t he I,ud or • oaml.>er of ,~. 

'IfUIrri familifil there ... ". A leader (a ... kk),jujo\thah). A,.., b ... ~ 

....,,, llbo"e, even n rf, hmAl)M W'nre tJ ";" en jnt(, thi. pro'ee~;on aoconling 
101M n ... brihm",1II JaUlkn 
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If, accord ing to tlte details giveu, i l'ade 
exhibits in the J iltakas, ·i f uot that stag~ . 
dtH'e)opmeut which it shows in Manu, at l~ast a 
high stage of growth, we should not he Slu'lll'ised 

at the mention of guilds (sel,i ) in our tex t. ,...!1 
see.!)1S...donbtfnl to me, l lOwevtJr, whether from 
the few- passages in ,,1;ich lit is tJx l)l'essl~v 
mentioned, (we can infer an ol'ganisoo£uilcl lifo . 
. lpal't from t he alruady·qllOlt~d passage ft'91ll 
the Nigrooha Jll.taka, wbere it is said o( 
the Royal storekeeper that he is \\orth y of the 
cst&1m of a ll guild s (sabbasul,lllllUp \' ical'al.ui· 
milalll bhaQdl'gflri kaHhflll!l]~l IV. 43). we lind 
thes6 also menti6ned elsewhere (8alJiJase~liyo 

1. 2G7, 314) ,hut without any statement which 
allows all)' inforence concerning theil' constitu 
tion or organisation. '1'hl\ paccuppallftwUln' 
of he Uraga ;Hl.ta~", gives some indicatiou of Il 

more doveloped guildhood; mention is here made 
of ij. .. guild qlJul're l " betwoon two ministers 
jn. tb e service of the k ing and at th e head of 
t he guilds (sel.lipamukba.). For the oldl;ll' l)tlriod, 
tho period depicted in the Jatllkw; Ibe msul\'C$, 

we can only speak with ccl·taiuty of the presence 
of professional union~ among the trading cltl8ses. 

'.rho families ill which wholly 
f l' Ia.] fixed linlll C' ilcs of trad,e \I'('I'e 

hereditary formed pl'ofessiouu llllliolis. .At t.heir 
head Idrulds a leadel' (joHhuka) {lOOut. whoso 
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l>qwers w~ Jearn no ,details, whose existence, 
~wcver. indicates ' in itself an organisR.tion 

of different branches of trade, Thus we read 
of the leader 01 the CltrCUian cZ,'ir:eI'8 Wsattbo.-

.. vAhajetthaka, II. 295); if we add tl'this the 
hered itary charaCter of th is pro(eS8ion- which · 
is sufficient ly indicated by such" expressions 
88 "family of caravtton-drivers" (satthavl\hakula, 
1.98, 107 ; II. 200) and "son of if caravall
driver" (satthavi\,hanut.ta, I. 99. 19l"; 11.835), 

' who on his own account, aga.in, is a cat:~van
driver-then \\'e lm\tc in my opinion two criteria 
which point t.o the existence of a close order 
of caravan-lirivcrs. J!'rom the criterion of 
hereditariness alone. it seems sODlewhat' bold to 
infer a compactneSii and a certain organisation 
of the branch of trade in question; mention is 
niade of t he hereditary character of Ole profes
sion of a gmin merchant (dilluliia d\nijakula., 
III . 198); tht:! business of a green-grooef was 
a lso hcredilal'y in the family (lxU).Qika.kula, 
I . 3L2). 

III iudiddual bmucbea..of tim wdesmen's 
profession. their small stability may be t he reason 
why we don't read anything of a. close organisa
tiou j thus, nowbere ' is me'ntion made of an 
organisation of sea.-f8rin ~ tra.de~. Also the.more 
frequently-mentioned tradesmen who cl')' out 
their W31"88 in the streets u( the oity-a P"llar 
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dealing in pots lmd pans (kaccbapatavi.\J).ij 
Ill) sells his goods with l.Ile cry .. Buy wa~ 
pots, buy water pots "-or go l~bout the land 
(U . 109) witb \ a. donkey on which they place 
their wares, can hardly havo enjoyerl the privilege 

. which the membership or a guild conferred. 
In gen~l, the details citkl on ly prove 

indistiIlct t ra.ces of professionAl nnions within ..... 
lhe fading classes, only the firs t beginnin ::o of 
!\ guild hood . 'Vi th the gradual development of 
trnde relations, the significanoe nml inner con:1: 
pactncss of the guilds deepene~ and being similar 
to t he castes on account of tJ1C traditional orga · 

nisation nnd the hereditariness 
( P. li9,) - of mcmbership, thcy grndul\lly 

got, in COlll"SC of time, as certain rules and 
cust()ms wi1.h refere nce to marril:l.ge and in ter
dining \\'e1"6 develo~, the appearance of real 
CQ~t&I, 8Specia.l1y, the llrllh malJ3' cast!'!, WI they 
linally becsme the modern trading classes, 

]Jut. even to-day wc don't find ill the 
trading class Buch a strict O8st-6 Ol'ganisation 
as in other depaft...eots oC economic life: tilt: 

greater Hexibility which the tradillg profession 
dcnumds by it. v.,ry naLure, in contrast. with 
oth.er professiona, . lh~ chil.nges to which it, is 
subject, 8eePi to haY6 slood in Uw \\'8y of It 
:ltrict schematic orgalliNltioll of t.his pl'Ofessiounl 
brunoh. 
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. _ . .More sbarply pronounced appear in our t{lXt. 

? '1tHe didsions within t.he manufacturing classes 
aocording' to the individual branches of t he 
profession. Here npptllil' circumsta nct·s wh ich 
greatly favour a oombination and organisa· 
t icn of part.iculJr unions . . \Fo~ manufacture, " 
t he hereditariness of the pr6htssiorf,' which for 
trade was originally nothing' mor6 than a mere 
custom, wfiS of essen tial importance; under 
the direction of his fatber the son is intro

. duced to the techn icalities of the profession 
which he i!:l " to adopt, from his ellrly youth, 
and the mallual ~kill. the talent (or n. putH
cular handicraft , is inherited and incl'tmses 

from guneration to generation. 'l'he tak ing 
up of H. profession otlier than the 811cestrlli 
one was manifestly unilf'ard of among the 
manufacturel'S; not It. !!lingle exception to the 
rule do we find mentioned anywhere in our 
soutce. "Son of a smith " (kammllrap uttfL , is 
iil the Pali tex\8 (Sutta. Nipukl. Yerse S3; A:t:ahfl
pArinibbaHn SUI,ta, iv. 14) used as '" synonym 
for u smi th. _\.Iong with ibe fa.milies of ,smi ths 
we find a.lso other families of ar ti/;l\us ill the 
ntalws; the hereditary character of the mallu
fOOtur6 of pots is ('x hibitea in the Kacchapa 
.TAtAkl\.. whero it is said of the Bodhisat~ thai. 
he "'RoS reborn in a. potter family (Knmbbakll.ra
kala, II. 7U) tlud maintained his wife and child 
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hy manufacturing pots. . Similarly i t is AAiiI . 
ill the Kllmbhaktlra .Tl'daka': "The 13odhisat.t~(~ 
wus re· lxH'1l in 1\ Jlotter fd.mily in a vill age lying 
in front of t,he gat.l · of BonA.res; when he g row 

up. he heC1\me It householder 
[ I', 180.-'. ] 

l\nd l'eceil' ina- from hig wife a 
present of "ll ~on and a d~~gh ter, he main
tAinC'd his wife and children by manufacturing 
pots." 'With a stone-grinder fami ly also we 
hecome acqllaintet\ in our text, : the Dodhi
flatta born in it lInd~l'stands his hH.ndic" aft t,bo-' 
rou ghl y whell he grows up, 8 .;0 mentioned in tbe 
Uahbu .l/'Itaka., !. ~ 

More even than Q hc hcredita.riness of the ' 
pl'oCeasion there was anothel' (<\CtOt which 
contributed to the ol'gan isation of pl:I.l' t icular 
hrn.ncbes o[ tl'adc/ mUllely, the local union 
aTHI isolAtion whicl~ tbe d ilrercll~ hnndiol'art.sJ 
ncoording to the .Tft t"ka.~, uudoubtedly ex
pCl'ienced.( In the city, tixed streets were the 
place of residence of fixed ~radcsmen; for 
example, ivory-carvers (dantakfl. ra) had a street 
to themselves)' It is nR.-rut.ad hoI\' A. man ' 
. . 

, . 'or i.~@ IUppoIhiOl' nr " 10<:001 ""ion ~ difl'e..,,,~ bn."o~ .. of 

l .. de tb.~ 3It.ook ... gi1''' "i lI',?n.,,1, It ""wop in tho ltI rioohlhtika of 
S1\d .. kIIUoQ n ... COIIC\u' .... " thl t the kenh i, l i.·ed in " . P"Cu..Ipt»1-of 
doe towJo loy t ~~m_.·cs , ... in lhl ~ntl let tI.., V ..... "I_". lib IIe.r 
NOO" lflld.niU whIM-her ,he ho ... ~ lhe m ..... ot h~r (V ... ntleenA'.) 
"eLo~ed one, lbdanl .. ",pli..,. " ...... 1" in I jokinr 11,;nt, " lie Ii,.. 

(n ' M qulU"ttl" of the bill tNdelpI""" (~"i(oelt.al'f! r-t;H .... dl). 
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reacbes BenA.res t\1ld goin~ about the town 
• :bQ"Ues to the ivory-oarver;i' slreet and sces how , 

ivory things are made by them in various 
Corms (dantakal'lwithif'!l patv!\. dtlontak{\re danta.
\"ikatiyo kuruml'tne disva, I. 320). In another 
}>USage also tbe street o[ the ivory-carvers is . 
mentioned; A poor ma.D who lives in Bonares 
sees how in the strEet or the ivol'y-carve~. 

i\'ory lings, etc., are made (dantakl\ra"Uhiyalp 
dl'nt.a.val'iyMalil karonte dis\'l'\) and asks, "Will 
yon buy tusks from IYHl H I bring some?" As 
they aUSW61: ·in lhe l\ffirnHtth 'e , he kills ele
phauts. takes out Ihe tusks and maintains his 
livelihood by theil' sale. 

Some tiMes were foUowed not inside but out
side the tawil , although m()!:.t1~' in its pl'Oximi~f . 

and in villtLges which \\' er6 occupied by mem
bel'S of on(' and tbo same proCession. Such 

tradesmen's Villages are often 
[ I', UII .J 

• mentioned as beiug in tbe 
neighbourhood of Benares: .. Not Car from 
Be.nares "-so it is Mid in the Altnacitta 
J{\t.aka (II. 18)-" lay a carpelltc~' village" 
(v/WJdhakigfl.ma). There !i,'c(l fh'e hundred ClIo,. 
pen ten. 'I'bey Ilroceed.ed ~S riv r to a forel:lt, 
prepared the wood for use a!! Ittateriai (or the 
conMtruction of hoUJe~, constructed variou" kinds 
of one-storeyed, two-8toreyed a.uildings, etc., and 
made sign-paste "'itb all Jli~of .·ood, beginning 
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with posts. 'fhen they ,take the wood to the 
shore, put it on hoard the ship and go down 
stream to the city. Here they make houses for 
everyone who desires it, take the money, and 
return home and make new materials with it. 

Such a village in the neighbourbood of 
Benares and occupied only by CI1rpcnters, occurs 
again ill lhe J!\takas (II. 405; IV. 159) ; in the 
last passage it is 'snid that a thousand familie!! 
lived in the hig village (klllasahussanivtLso 
m!\hu,\'a{~Q.lm kigl\m 0). 

1.'he -'potters also S~1n to have - lived outside 
the lawn in a village by themselves; at least 
mention is made of one potter family who lives 
in a village in front of the gate of Benares 
(Bi\d\nasinagarassa. d vl1ragfunc kUlll bhakllrakula, 
III. 376). 

More wonderful than these manufacturers' 
villages in Ule immediate neighbourhood of 
a. big city which could find a.n easy market 
for their products and also could have their 
neodH, !Illch us clothes, implements, supplied, 
from the City, is the existence of such pro
(essional villages in the middle of the Hat 
country. We read in the So.ci J o.ta.ka. of two 
smiths' villa.ges lying side by side, of whiclt 
one consis~ of a. thousand buts (saha8sakutiko 
kammamgi\mo In. 281). From the neighbour
ing Vill8g85, people go to this village in order 

36 
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to ' prodde then;aselveli with axes, hatchets. 
ploughshares, spike9 and' other implcments) 
'Vhen one reflects what IL difHcu lt.r such a local 
isolat.ion creates in t.he economical relations, one 
will see in these manufacturin g villages not 
a phenomenon of secondary importance, but a.. 
highly important factor and one that is charac
teristic of the physiognomy of tJle social life o[ 
that time. The power of traditional customs 

- [ P. IS2.] 
which sui t the spi ri t of the 
Indian ])eople inclined to sche

matism, has created and maintained here a llew 
impetus which is stronger than the practicnl need 
which obviously points to t\ variety of profess ions 
within the s'ame common life. Howe\'er much 
the origin of professional commuuities may 
have to be t.raced,1lS we haxc to do in the case of 
the Russian ,'iIlage com munities, to the close 
relationship of the villagers with one another 
and to the equal right of l\ll in the common 
property,1 on the Indian soil, the maiut.enance 
of snch a remarkable institu tion seems to have ... 
boon due principally to the inborn tendency 
t.owards organisation, classification, _Nema
tism in the minds of tbe Indians.'!s the 
llrilhmaJ)3S worked together in villages in which 
foreign, especially, lower, elements were not 
tolerated, 80, following their example, social 

, CI. SQ ... ,",", La ....u. ""., I' ImJI, 1'fI. 107, 229. 
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grQUllS, united by com,mu !lity of profession, 
separated tb em~elves fl'om one another and 
helped to create the manifold ness of modern 
caste·li (e. \ 

A:..A.s with the guild~ of tmdesmen, so can 
we also in the case of. the manufacturers, 
infer from tbe institution of the elders (jetthakas) 
the presence of a certain organ isation. , Such 
elders stand (l,t t he head of the ~miths (ktun mi\
rajetthaka. or jetthakakammara), J gt\rland-makers_ 
(mAlakl\.l'ajett·haka III . 405), and ClI. rpcnters 
(nuJ<I haki IV. 161). It appears that the number 
of manufuclurers combined into a guild having a 
common leader could not exceed a certain figure; / 
at least, it is said, in tbe last-named passage of 
the Samuddavi\l)ijft J1'ttaka, t ba.t in a village 
inhabit.ed by a thousnnd carpenter ft~milics, every 
five hundred fnmilies had a head (kulasahasse 
paiicannal!l pafic~nnal{l kulasatl'lnaI"!l jett.hakll 
dye vn44haki nbesUlp) ...... Whetber the elder had 
either by law or by custom any recognised autbo.. 

[P. 183.] 
ri ty ovcr the members of his 
union. is not mentioned; his 

office seems to hl\ve been an honorary oue 
whioh was held by specially skilled manu
£actures and not ahhtys by . the oldest in pOint 

' KIl .. ....t11l ill used of b1ackta,itht .... ell ... of .i1 ..... "'itha, 
(Dhammlpada 43) ..... d, u "~re, 0' lI'oldlmitb •. The \.alter Ire called ill 

OI.her plKwl ( I . lin i V 438) """",,I)d4ro. 



284 

of' ageJ 'l'be elder se~ms to hfwe occupied 80 

pecuUar position i\\ the royal. court. " The 
senior among the bundred smiths "-so it is 
said in the So.ci J fHaka (III. 281)-" was a 
fa.vourite of the ki ng, blessed with w6R.lth and 
property." In another place i t is narrated tha.t 
a prince asks a kammIl.rajettJl8.ka. to come to 
him an.d commissions him to mak~emale figure 
out of a quantity o[ gold (V. 282) . 

./ , ; 1'l1e three conditions me . ned: local 
division of different kinds of work, hereditary 
characl;er of branches o[ profession and the 
existence of an elder : seem to me to indioote 
clearly an -organisation of handiOl'lLft wbicb 
can be compared in many respects with our 
corporations in the l\{iddle Ages. ~lso in 
these tra(lesmen's corporations of. ancient India. 
the principle finds application, which has already 
been mentioned in connexion with the guilds 
of tradesmen: the more in the course of centu
ries tbe castc theory-even in Buddbist lands
obtained currency, tbe greater the exclusiye
ness of, and respect for, tbe leading castes, 
the more did the rqanufaclurers' corporations 
become incorporated in the caste-order. Alter 
tbe example set by nobility «ud tbe Brahmanic&! 
caste, they surrounded themselves with limita
tions by which a. common bOO and a common 
table were forbidden witb membc1'8 of castes 



who 011 account of the lowness of their race occu
pied a lower stage of Illim~n society than they 
themselves. 'l'bat many of the manufacturers 
mentioned a·hove occupied a comparatively low 
social position admits of no doubt and was, in 

. my opinion, the chief reason why they separated 
themselves from the rest of the J?Opula.tion and 
thereby had in a.ncient times the appearance of 
being something akin to a caste: the corpont
Hons of t be manufacturers fall - partly, at any 
rate-undoubtedly uudel' the category of the (les
piscd castes which will be t rcfl.ted. of in a later 
chapter. \ 

• • 
• • 



• 
• 

CHAPTER XI. 

CASTELESS PltOFto:SS JONS. 

But · from these despised hnd shunned 
portions of the popu lation thtl guilds of trades· 
lIleD and m ost of the man llrl~(l t urers wiLh which 
we have had hitherto to do. are fnr removed. 
Between these there IS a multiform and 
cha.otic society which resists more or les... every 
Attempt at ciassifi cat,ion aud about which there 
call be no talk of nil organ isation according to 
castes in that age. '1'0 this belong the great 
Dum bel' of manufacturers standing outside their 
corporation and excluSively in the service of 
the king-namely, contractors and artists, the 
wandering dancers and musicians who meve 
from village to village, sbowing their skill, and 
the tramps who consider every means good which 
helps them to earn their livelihood, and further, 
the herdsmen, huntsmen and fi shermen living in 
the C<Iuntry. in the forest and in mountains, 
and final1y, the mass of labourers and slaves. 

In the Is wbooks we find the rule that 
the kings could make the ·artisan~ wOl'k one 
,day in the month [or him ; I the J!\takas know 

> Manu VII . 138 ; X. l l!O. 
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nothing of this; on tha ,other hrloRd, artisan's' 
are mentioned who seem to ·have worked only 
Cor him . In the Kusa. J l'ttaka there appear 
three distinct artiS£Ln~ in tho pay of the king in 
the foUowing order : I~ court. potter (Nlja. 
kumbhakflra V. 290)-we meet with one in 
the CuUllkusetthi ,Tl\.taka (I. 121), where it is 
described how be seeks on horseback to burn 
pots for the to,val court-a.... basketm~ker 

(riljupattMka nn.]akara., V. 29L) in tii'a king's 
service and. Lcourt gardener (rfijamMakfl..rll 
V. 292;. The .deSignation of these as "court I 
pnrveyors" seems to me to refer to a special 
11osition which raises them above their otherw ise 
low or cven despised ran k and makes improbable 
their being members of a corporation, in I 

[ Po 185.] 
the sarno way as in the case 
of the barber working in the 

royal court wbose occ~pation as barber ranked 
ccrtainly among the lowest professions. 'fhis court I 
barber was no unimportant persoll in Ule king's 
court, he sometimes even stands in friendly I 
intercourse '" with bis employer. L " Friend," 
(samma kappaka 1. 137) so addresses the king 
in the MakhMeva J"tIlka. his barber, while asking 
the latt-ef to inform 11im i f' he finds any grey 

, UpfJi, the bt.rber of the SU,."., IIOern. (a Ihe Cul l ... .",. of the 
Vill.,.. I'fr.al!. (VII . I . -I) III be. penoUl>1 friend of !.he au,.... CJ . . 

• Ollklpbo:>rg, Jlo.ddlla, P. 1l1li. Not ... 
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hair on his head. T,be many small personal 
services for which people wanted him-as such 
there are mentioned in the introduction to the 
Sigf\.la. JAtaka (II. 5) , "hal' ing the beard, curling 
the hair, placing the dicc~board in position , etc.
seem to have made him indispensable for the. 
king, the royal ladies, the princes Bud princesses. 
Also the position or a court barber is sometimes 
described as highly lucrative: in the MakhMev8. 
Jtuaka it is n~rrated that the Videha king 
when he renounces worldly life gives a \' iUage 
to his barber which brought him 100,000 
(satasahassutthrina~ g!.\mavara!'fl. I. 138). 
f Even the ,'po's cook (rfl.iifio sO-da V. 292) 

j doos not hold an insignificant position in the roY1I1 
household, at least not in that of a king who 
was such a "gourmand " as King Bhojanasud
dhika,l whose dinners cost, according to the 
description in the D6.tu J1\takn (II. 319), 100,000 
every time and consisted of It. hundred different 
dishes. Still in the KuSil JtLtuka, the occupation 

1of a cook is described as one to be practised by 
Rlavea or hired labourel' (dlisaknmmakal'chi 
kattabbn11l. V. 293)0-'/ 

I A special offiCe" in the royal court was 
that of the stimator (Ilgghak£lraka. 1. 124; 

I Lil.C~1\1. " olle ,.bo ;. ,·~t1 parLlcub.r, IIOl'UllUIo .. 1 .. itll reg.,rd 10 
e.uoK .... OJ. the 6lIp .... ioll uM<l in the U,,",I"- 11,,,1<& (II. 1>,) of 
.. Brill", .. 9&. umel,., . M!IA....,IIddHk", ,.blell .Ignin ... lOmething Ub 
.. .crnpoloo., IIIpcrnitio ..... itb 1l'PJ'd to the crclllaticn groQ.Od." 



agghAJll'oikatt;hana. I . 126) whose work con· 
sistad-1n estiJ)1ating the ~luo o[ elephan~, 

horses, precious stones, gold, etc., and in payiog \ 

( P. IIj(I.) 
.tl1-e owners of wares their proper 1 
price. In the SuppAraka J Atak& 

. the work of an estimator was given to & 

blind fi sherman who exchanges I h is work [or 

service in the CourL. He determines as valuer \' 
the things which aro most heavily taxed. 
'I.'hus be knows by merely touching with 
the hauel tl18t I~ carriage which should serve 
the king as a State carriage is h'uilt with tbe 
wood o[ a perCorated tree or tha.t a. costly" 
garment is eaten by mice at one place; he 
recch'e':l, however, [rom the king only eight 
klthtqnu,as for every valua.tion. Not willing 
to accept a payment which nccording to him is 
su itnble for a. barber .(imassa. dAyo nabl'tpitadAyo. 
IV. 138), he leAves the ser vice of the king Bnd 
returns to his fi shernum's village. 

Besides the mOI)"""\\'ho had to look to tbe daily 1 

needs of the kin g and his COll rt, vllo}e army o( 
/!lI;il1oo men of every kind surrounded the person

l 

of tbe king in t he courts of the powerful 
prinees of that time. Thus, we come acl'088 
Q!!!81cians (gandhabbu. I . 384; II. 250), <lAncers 
and , iDgel'8 (ni\taka lV. 324; naccagitAdisu 
kusalA, II. 227); ol.phant tame... (hnW\cariya, 
II, 221) orul arcbe .. (dbanuggaba, ll. 87 ; V. 

31 



1~8) .; .Whilst, morcov~r. tbe~ skilled mell in 
ancient Ind ia, as woe shall sec, were of little 
respectability nnd -the arts practised by them ' 
were mostly unprofit.l.~ble, . the artists in tbe 
service 0[' the king did not seem to have 
been [rom tbe pecuniary point of view in a bad 
way. Au archer demands from the king an 
anonal salary of 100,000 (ekltsaqlVaccharena 
satu.sabassaf!l, I J. 87). 'I'he king agrees to this; 
on tbe other hand, the old archers (pori\J;w.ka· 
dbunuggaba) consider the salary too high. Still 
better paid is anot.her dluJ,JUI(j(jaho; be reoeives 
daily 1,000 (del'asikaT'fl sahnssam labbitvtL rtLjI\.. 
narp upatthahi, V. 128) and iUCHIS in this way 
the displeasure of the rest of the king's servllnta. 
These figures, thpugb, as everywhere in Indian 
sources, bOO as a statistical material, point to 
a respectable nnd lucrati\'e profession. llrobably 
the archer was entitled to high' salaries, as he 

/ oould render tile king \'aluable services, whether 
in bunting or in war. 

About the saiaries of the oUier Court artUtts 
'hel'( are found io tbn JAta 

[ P.IS7.] oolya few general statement.. 
An old musician (gandhabba) informs tbe 
king that his pupil wants to ser\'c bim aD 

add", .. }"ix the nature of tbe salary" (deya 
yadbammaro assa ji\uMha, II. 250), to whioh 
tho king "'pUeI, "He 'han get one-half o!. 



your 881ary!' To this, the pupil. ho~eve~~.1 
docs not ~"t'OO; he demands equal . sala.ry •. 'as'! 
he knows his art quite as "'ell as hi!i teaohc~, 
A musical tourlmment ordered by the king 
ends tbe matter in this way. that the vanquished · 

. scholar at a. sign irom the king ' was bcla.boured 
with stonC8 lind clubs and killed. whilst" the 
teacher receives much money rrom the king!. 
and the residents. 

Similarly in the Uptthuna JJ\taka mention"is 
made of a-pupil of an elel>hant tamer (bntthi\ .. , 
cariyfl, II, 221) who demands the same sala l'Y as 
his teacher. ~he king anuonnces by beat of 
drnm, "l'o-morrow a teacher and his pupil 
\rill both exhihit their skill in elephant-taming; 
wbo wants to see must c~me to the palace: " 
The night beCore the perrormance, t·be teacher 
instructs the elcplumt to commit all 'kinds o~ 
mistakes, so that wh en given the order "Go 
forward," it; goes backwards, and when 
ordered to go bn.ckwards, it goes rorwurd, etc, 
The conseCJ"uence is, that next dAY, as the 
elephant does the reverse of what -it is ordered. 
to do by the pupil, t he angry crowd kills him 
by throwing stolles nnd beating him with sticks. 

Tha.t many of the a riists mentioned here. espe
cially, the archerB,beloog as much to the ~lalSor 
' ~ Court people " ns, for example. tbe executioner 
or the gate-keoper. I do not con8ider impoeaibw. 
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... Like the hitter, they were paid by the king; 
like these they werl} 'attached to tbe king's , 

' service whi~h they could not quit agaimt the 
wish of their mMter. Whoever among thern
like the court harber in tbe Glu)gamllia -JlLtaka
wants to lead the homeless life, must get the 
permission of the kill g (rA.jl\na111 pablJajjarp I anujl'tnl\.petva., III. 452). But they are distinguisb. 
cd from the rl\jabhoggn.s or rt\jaiiiias, by which 
I understand only the .. royal officers," by their 
purely private character. 'rhey hold no public 

[ P. 188.] 
. position and Uleir wOl'k is 

confined to personal sen ' icc 
which they re,uder to the kin g 8ml his family. 

On account of the comparatively great res
pectability and the high salary whicll the Court 
artists enjoyed, tile effort of most of the artist·s 
was to get into the king'8 service ; as, however, 
tbis fell to tho lot of only a very few, others 
tried to lWrye under rich priYate persons, 
Very orren we meet with artists in the service 
of young tradesmeD whom they help, along with 
other parnsites, to squander theil' paternal pro- , 
perty: jumpers, runners, singers, dancers, etc" 
~ive each one of them 1,000 from the squand ~ 

ering and pleasure-seeking setthi's son (la.J)gha~ 

nadbAvanagttanaccAdtni karonttmarp sabassalp 
dad&m€tIlO, II, 431) aud make him in a short 
time a beggar. In contlmt with lhPSe paraaitic 
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artists, there were mally W!lO ea.rned their bre&ci \ 
. with difficulty by catering . [or the amusement 

of people atCestivities. ' Ye read ora dancer (nata 
III. 507) who lives in a village not faf from 
Benares and goes with bis wife into the town, 
.where he zetoS money throfigb (lanCing and sing
ing which accompan ies b is lyre (viJ;tA). As, 
however, such festil-'iiies, in spite of tbeir fre
quency, formed only an occasional break in 
t heir daily life, the dancers led at other times J 

a thoroughly misemble life, as did the dancing 
family (natakakula, 11.167) in the UccbiHha
bhatia J !\taka in which the Bodhisatta was re
born. This family maintained itself by begging 
nnd even the Bodbisatia had no olher way of 
earning a livelihood than t.brough alms. 

It seems to me Ult\t by this na(.a or 1m(a.ka we I 
are not to understand. actors, as ill latcr times, for 
in our text. dramatic perform/lUces are nowhere 
<1escl·ibed. A sort:. or pantomime which is per
formed by t.wo dancers is no doubt described; 
probably, in this we al'e to look for 8 lore-runner 
of the lat.er I nd ian drama. "At that time there 
were "-so it is narrated in the 8uruci JMaka 
(IV. 824.)-" two skilled dancers, named 'Dull 
car ' and' White ear'; they tried to Llake the 

(P. 189.] 
king laugh. One of these, 
' Dull ear,' set up at the gate 

of the I*lace a big tree called Atula, threw 



" . ball of rope and .climbed, arter attaching 
the rope .to a brsnoh of the tree, the Atulamba 
tJoee with the belp of the rope. '1'he tree of 
VessaV&l)A L is also called Atulamha.. Now the 
llenants of Ve8Sll\'a1).A luresled him, hacked bill 
body to pieces and Ict Ihe8e pieces fall .. 
The other dancer8 joined th" pieces together and 
8prinkled them witb water , upon which the 
(14ncer revil'cd and danced in a garment of 
flowers. The other dancer, < Whit~ ea r ' set 
up a funeral pyl'~ and went with his followers 
into the fire. When he disappeared and the 
funeral llyl'e was Imrnt. out, people s)rinkled 
water upon · the ashes. On this, the dancer 
rrn;le with his followers and danced, decked in 
a garment of flowers." 

IC the dance!'! described here are more tban a. 
creation of the narrator's fancy, jugglery must 
ha\'e reached in ancient Indif\ a. comparatively 
high stage, ns their eXlllanalion can only be 
80ugbt in mirrors wbich gil'e the spect",· 
tor the illusion of a person climbing the rope 
or going into the fire . That the concave mirror, 
tbia most important instrument in modem 
magic, walll known in ancient India, is in itself 
undoubtedly highly Improbable. SUU a passage 
in &nka.ra's commentary OD the VedfLnta, t 

Skr. v.i4ra .... qa, pairoll1IUic 01 au-. 
QDOted 'f'l Dlnl-. SrI_'" r ........ m. 
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where reference is made. to jugglel'Y exactly 
similar to the first trick in Ol'l1' text, presupJXl8Cl'" 
likewise the use of It. mirror: "'fbe highest 
God "-80 runs the passage-"is only as much 
different from the acting and enjoying indiv i-· 
dual called TTij~ld'ltit"l(m. created by iguorallce. 
8S the magician climbing [l. roph with -s11ield 
and sword is different from the same magician: 
really st.a nding on tbe grollnd." 

It is in an illusion of the spectator that, 
probably the trick of tbe sword-cater consists, of 

[ i'. 1110.) 
wbom i t is narrated in the 
Dasnl:lQaka ;UU,akn. U13t · he 

5waIJows a sword thirty-three feet long and 
having It. sbarp edge. 

We ma ke the acquaintance or a special kind 
of dancers in the "jum pers," the langhaluma/aka 
of the Dubhaca JMakn., namely, an acrobat who 
knows how to jump over fL num ber of lauces sunk 
in the ground and placed one behind the otber. 
'fhe Boddbisatta who is born in !Ion acrobat Camily,\ 
learns Crom a. nalaka the art of jumping and 
tou ... with bis tCftcher exhibiting his lU't. .. His 
teacher, however "-80 it is said further (I. 4.30) 
-" knew how to jump over [our lances, not over 
five." Now one day' he appeared in a village 
and plaoed, while he WM drunk. five lancee 
on the ground, one behind the other, with tbe 
intention p{ j_ping over them. Then tbe 



Boddhisatta said, ·"Yo:.! don't know the art of 
jumping over 6\'e labccs, my teacher; t.ake away 
one lance, for if you try to leal) over the five 
lances, you will be pierced by the fifth lance 
and die." .. You don't know whatl. can do," 
answered the teacher i~ 1\ dl'lloktln fit. and leaps,' 
without paying heed to his pupil's words, over 
the four but is Ihed by the fifth, as the 
fuadkuka I Hower is fixed 011 its stem, and (: 11s 
to the ground crying loudly." 

In the same category of touri ng jugglers 
who exhibit their art in the court of princes 
or in rcsti~t ities for the entertainment. of the 
peoplo, the §tlake charmers (ahigul;tthika) of our 
text a.re to be )Iaced. Of such an aki· 
gUTJPtika it, i said in the SAlaka Ji\.w.ka. (U. 
267). that he has traine(l an ape to which he 
h&8 giveu an antidote I Ilnd which he then 

( I'. IIll. j 
allows to play with a snake 
and tbat in this way he earns a 

liveHbood. Another sunkE! charmer bas Iikewiso 
• a ..... ilotito!i • • I 
• ()@ad .... ... Skr. . ulhadh., herb, medicine . h '»}!'\"lI" 1"'\ in 

!lucient timel Ihe IDah ~m~ .. ukd to make ~heU\llel"eI aud Ih l> 
an!.tll.all ... hich tbey .llowed to ,,1"1 .\"Ilh !.he .... kN proof as_ian ttUlke· 
bi~ UJ.rough .nne I)lall~ juice. OIL tho ocb .... ba "d, thl> p ... etico, 

10 _'DOII all>Ollg Ind;"n B1l6h..,hlrmen< lo.d.,.. of elttr&etillg Ihe 
poilOli teonb, wU 1"lr'OchH,ed laler. Thi. i. ",,11 mentioned in the 

,"'OC:~"J'IIu"I'OUh. IlI"'eI1, ill th. illtrodu.:lioll to the Xo.l&l_.i,-',. .. 
ntab, ..... e ... tioe mODlr.lwbwe ,trldll Buddha corN, &nI UOIIIpared to 
.... keo! ... h_ t __ ... ,., Leu .... Inlet .... (llcW~dI~' .11a ..ppl, 
11. u.e). 
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trained an a.pe; when & fe8tival (uSS&va) is 
announced, he keeps it in tM bouse of f\. gr~in 
merchant, travels seven days and then lets hi~ 
snake, play (.bi'1' k'J~pellto ). (III. 198). 

At such exhibitions and populm: festiv!'ls in r 
ancient India. music was not wanti g: either the 
dancers themselves made singing and playing I 

on the lute I accompany their danoos or there 
came professional musiciaWl to the festivals, 
in order to' practise their art for money. 
Instrumentll;, mostly very primiti'Ye, on which 
in India even to-day jugglers play as an 
accompaniment of their dances and skilful 
performances, I were to some extent in existence 
at that time: besides the lute (v1l).l.). we find 
the drlYP (bheri) and the conch (S81\kba) men
tioned in our ted. A drummer (bhcrivMaka 
1. 283), who, as mentioned in the Bheri JMab. 
lives in a villagel goes with his son to the oity, 
as be bears that in Bonares a testivlll (nakkbatta) 
is announced, in order to play here ou the drum 
in the circle of those who take part in the 
restival; be acqu ires by his play a good deal 
of money. The same is said in somewhat 
different words in the San.kbttdhamana .TMakfl 
of a conch· blower (sankbadhamaka., I. 284). 

, C/o 8chlagillh,eit, 1"",,,,;11 Ii,," .Itd 111/01, 2nd r.all., Vol. 11., 
p. 17"-

88 
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_~s there wef'tl t!rUltlIucrs and oonch-blowers 
~n the king'a ser\' ice·-edic~ of the king, 

\Announoements of ..public sports, execution, etc" 
wero made known in the city by beat of drum 
or by t he blowing of the couch-and otbers who 
played on their instrllments at popular festivals; 
!to we find, along ~ wjth the already-mentioned 
court musicians, also 80me who were employed by 
private persons on feative occasions. Tradesmen 
of Benares who come btl U jjent on a business tour 
make an appointment and ' come to a place 
of amusement, carrying with them garlands, 
Perfumery, ointment, food and drink. 'l'hen they 
fetcb II. musician and that the best (jet1ba

[ Po 192.) 
gandhabba) in Ujjen! (Ie Ia", 
pak.kosl\.pctvi\. attano gandha

bbarp k{\.resurp II. 24.9). As the kad61lluen, 
8C9ustomoo to the perfOJm&Dce of the court 
'lIluRicians or Bcnares, 61'6 Dot satisfied with his 
work, he returns the reward paid him and travels 
with them to Reuarea. Here he becomes the 
pIIflii of the old court musician and meets with 
a sorry end in the way already described. 

TJm.t in these artists, ' 'u described in the 
JAtakas, we have something ftimilar to CMtelikc 
organisatiOD, is oowllfl1 ' highly improbable. 
And still theae profeesiont in course of time 
developed iAIo _In Manu we fiDd 00/- men-
tionecl ~mong the mixed castes, the forerunnen 
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of the modern 11a,a8 or naluko.a who w~n~ • 
der in the villages of Rindust..1.D as jugglers, 
buffoons, actors, acrobat.s, snakcoharmers amI 
exhibit their slrill for money or for presents:' 
A tendency towa.rds organisa.t~on, towards com~ 

. bination based upon a common profession, as we, 
I believe, can assume, iM preseot: in anoient times 
even among these olMses of Indian people; us 
proof of this we have the oft-mentioned eircUD)" 

stance that professions were hereditary in artist 
(amilies: we have already made the acqui\in~ 

'~e ota dancer family (na1akakula), ofa drum
mer or concb-blower family (bherivMabkula I. 
283; sankha.d.hamakakula., I. 284.); the son of 
an elephant-tamer (hatthA.cariya, II. 221) 
practises t·he art of Ius father, and the son of 
an acrobat learDI!I the 81't of jumping (lMilgh8~ 
nasippM!l sikkhitvr.. I , 430), To this add that 

, these professions were verY little respectable and 
that in consequence, p~le compelled men who 
earned their liveHbood by the practice of these, 
probably to live outside the city; thus it is' Mid 
of a dancer, as well as of a drummer who pet to 
Den&re8 for a festival, that he lives in a rillage 
not far from BeOat'ClJ. Nevertheless, tbaae \ 
artisi:.8, at any rate.' ia ancient timet, lR.cked all 
essential conditiou lor the fonnatiou or a caste: 
neither the feeling of I'lU»«IUImunity--a. factor 

I NellI.eld, (.'CIiI"" s~ p. ft. 
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which is of great importance in the formation 

[Po I~] 
of jhe despised castes-nor the 
need of external organhmt ion 

conld cause them to be formed into a clos6 
corporation; rather compelled by their profession 
to restless wandering, necessity made them . 
sook such other meallS of carning money as 
opportunity offered. 

Often the liCe of such touring people was 
spent in tho manuer, described in the 'fittira 
JAtak. (III. 5~ll , 

.. He bas · (as porter of the tradesmen) 
wandered in Kfllinga kingdom, lie has engaged 
in trade, s~(\k in hand, he walks over the country 
road. I With dnnoocs he has wandered witb 
hunters ; with sticks he has fought with the 
crowd. 

"He has caught birds, he has measured (corn) 
with the alltaka measure, he has (at a dice-game, 
with regard to false players) removed the dice, 
he has transgressed" the mbral laws, he bas 
staunohed tho blood of ( the puuishedl,' Itis 

• SlAkIlJlllOLb& f liL, ". pe.th lilldded with ... iI •. ~ 
• & .. ,...-0 abb/wlmo i. explalllOO by the oomm811b1l.or with lhe 

....,.; ;fL'iI; .. ~lIil i'" "i. "sj/<l pa6b.o!jCINtri'n. .. 111/1",,""'_ aliU"lOlo, 

"illu,nflC"u 'Of" ....... ning II li,'e\lhood he .;mbn.oed the hoon,,_ 00lI· 
4bi0ll, he t.ra1l'8'~ the ",on.1 »>'(IeCri"tieltS.·' 

• Abbtbita.lp. p .. ppb .... .oHb.,.,t1a4P. The (lOII'Ule .. u.I< .... _dui 
h,wa, " f eJrpl.Mtion. ~ To cam .. liy .. libood he brought urimu.J. 
w'"-e Iw>U aad loe~ _ chopped, 1.0. bldl alIli rolll",illi at .boIat 



ao"i 

hands are burnt by tlJ,king bot food (during· 
begging)." 

Here is gi ven us in a briM form the picture 
~f the. life o~ an J~diaLl tramp and of the sph"re I 
In which bls destiny unfolded itself: dancera. 
hunters, club.fighte~. players-this is the ' 
society in which the adventurolls period of 
his life is spent. Finally, after trying all 
possible occupations be earns his living by 
begging as a. fraudulent ascetic (duttha. 
tApasa). 

Although more settled than theS6 wan
dering occupations, the rural professions of 

[ I'. 194.] herdsmen, huntsmen, tisher
men do not seem in ancient 

times to have come under the organisation 
of caste, as, on account of their work, they 
inclined mote towards a solitary life. Only 
when W8 see Ulem in great number in the town 
or united into a village community can 1\<6 

suppose the existence of organisations similar .. 
for example, to those of the artisans. In a 
sea.port town (pattaD8gtt.ma. IV. 137) the BOD 

of an elder among the fishermen a[oor the death 
of his rather steps into hiS shoes. He become. 
bUDd, bow8\'er, mter. and' takes to the service . , , 

midpillu., he.1Opped lbbWoOO 110";"1 01lt ur lob" "'\le .. do ,,·i .... h'1l/ak 
(Uae nod po ... df,r, .btuh i. rOLilld i" tbe rioo 00", "ndtr the buk) and 



of the king, as he eau.not any more follow the 
. occupation 6f a fisherman, although hCj as men

tioned in 'the pa.ssage of the Suppllraka. Jiltaka in 
question, II was the elder 811long the fishermen." 

Noteworthy as, an example of the fact that th., 
Mlorougb-going division of work characteristic 
of the social life of India of to-da.y is a 
'lWltor'"'&£ ancient origin, is the circumstance that' 
tb6 ditferent -designations of fishermen appear to 
coincide with the names of modern fishermen 
castes and point to this, that even at th!:t.t time 
t-here were speCial branches in the profetl8ion of 
fi!lhermen whose work W80S 80 precisely defined. 
Thus, the 'fishermen With neta and baskets 
UA.lakum.iftAdtni khipitvl.\. mlWcbe g&l)hanti, I. 
417) ... re calle.<! KeDatlM' (II. IV8, I2~); 

the' angling fishermen" were 001100 bA.lisika (I: 
482; III. 52) on account of their fishing pole 
(baIisa). 

AlIa among hunters we find this momcnt of 
diTision of work which surely must have become 

I impOrtant in the later development of the caste.: 
t.be hunt8man punning the deer is called 
m'lJGludil<>ka (III. 49, 1~) or simply, IIK/. 
dab; 8 bird·buntor (sakuoaludd8ka, II, 181) 
We come llCl'088 in ttie Kakkara JA,taka, nay. 

1 .. 8b, kaiyarla., by which , '" we ... abo"" i. to a ......... "w.-l 

~y.lem, & cer&oUII .i.o:ed ..... te ill n"deAMlod. iCftNol 1, eyeu ;0 t~ 

daYI" lUll ... of I< C'- of' in_ell. C/o !i'edcld, o.ft 8.,.ttrro, p. •• 
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even a quail-catcher (l'atv-,ka luddaka; J. iOef 
is represented. In the Kururrgamiga JMaka 
(I. 173) a gtlf1Mvti8iaUakal1Iddltka is mentioned, 
'i.e., " hUlltar living in the "illage wbo prepare.'4 
an ambush h-t tall wees under which< be h88 

. noticed traces of the d'ee~ "ud from there kills 
the animl\l. I 

Uuch less than in the case of the ' 

[ Po 1001 
casteless professions hitherto 
treated, is mention made of 

au external 'C()o1)rdination or any organisation 
whatever in tile OMe of the serving cill!!ses, 
as they were composed of all possible elements 
of the population dmering in pOint of race 
lrod professional work. He wbo sufferedl ship
wreck in the struggle with the wav6I'! of life and 
was rendered poor must have been forced even 
at that time-whatever migh t be hie descent- . 
to win his bread by service. We read of a poor 
gahap ati, who supports himself and his motber 
by working as a hired ·Iabourer (bbatirp katv~ 
III . 325); he complains that be 001'0 8 only one 
OT half a m4NiJa I and that his mother can with 
difB.cuJty be supported . The three Bri\hmftl.l8 
d'lughters of the &uvaQl)3~rflM. Utab have, as 
their .-pporier is dead, to serve in other families. 
and _ ItiOtr days ih I_ble (parcoalp bbatilp 



ksivA l.:iccheua j1vanti. I. 4.7ti ). OJ course, 

\ 

t hese membeffl of the aristocratic oruIt.eS formed 
. a. Ilmo.ll fragment of the ser ving classes; the 

majority was formed by the classes of the 
~I population in '1'hO.;l the profession or II hired 

labourer WI\$ as much hereditary as the poverty 
connected with it. The Bodhisatta, re-born in a 
poor family (daliddll,ku!a). as described in t he 
KummilsapimJa JJ\taka, works, when he is grown
up, Cor money at, 1\ BellM,", and maintains his 
livelihood in this way (I ! I . 409; similarly. in . 
444). The payment which falls to the lot of the 
day-labourers seems, according to the JAtakas, to 
be 80 miserable as to he bardly sufficient to enable 
them to eke out their livelihood. As the gaha· 

~pati 'through his paid works el\rJl! no more than 
one Of half Ho m4saku, so also itt is said of 
a. Mataka who supports himself by carrying 
water (ndakabhatif!1 kt\tvl't. III. 446) that he 
has saved haH 1\ miisaka. ·With sucb a. low pay 
and owing to the im p09sihility of gr.,ining &CC988 

to any higher proCession, the possibility seems 
to be whoUy excluded-and in this it has A 

certain resemblanoe with fl CMte-of the Indian 
hired. labourer emerging out of his miserable 
position: born and bred in . poverty. he bore 

(P. 196.] 
his .ad lot as a nature-n60088ity 
in order to leave it to his 

children ... legacy. 



Those day-labourers enjo,Yed (\ comparatively , 
favourable position who were in the service 
of one and the same employer for a long I 
time or permane,ntly. Every hig land -owner, 

. every rich tradesman had, according to the 
JAta.kas, along with his slaves~ a number ·of 
day-labourers itl lli.~ service. One's OW11 people 
(atbmo JlurisA), the bondsmen, to whom in the 
SAlikedl\ra JMnka ( IV. 27i) the Hr{\'hma~ gives 
a. pqrtion of t he rice fields for guard ing, are 
contrasted with the Maiaka .who gets a 
salary (bhati) for watching !lnd who is held 
respollSible for Imy dama.ge and has to pay a com-

• pensation accorQing to the apprflrisement of the 
owner (brtl.hmal~o sAlirp aggb{\petvtl ma.yharp 
iQ.8.Tfl karissati). In the house of the pious 
BrAhmru:m Dhammapilla even the s laves and 
labour6n (dAsakammakarl1 IV. 60) gi"e alms; 
they obey the moral prescriptions and observe . " 
the fasts. That in the Visayba JAtaka the slaves 
and day·labourers (dllsakammakara.porisa) <:Lre 
reckoned n.mong the property of fI, setthi hasi 
all'ea.dy heen mentioned (p. 2<l2), Of another 
setthi , it is narrated in the introduction to 
the Mayhaka J(ltaka, that ~t the !light or a 
begging monK whom h~ see!'l coming with a 
full alms pot from bis bouse, be canllot restrain 
his thoughts; OJ If my slaves or labourerB 
(c\A8A vl kammaUriI v. ul. 300) h .. l -. · ;'·Ad 

a. 
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this food, they wouid baY6 done morc difficult 
work j Holas, this is really a loss for me." 

Aoc'Ord ing to the Gangaml\la JM.a.ka. thc!Ie 
labouror8 were fakell care of in the house of 

I 
their mast-er; they did not., hOWI3\'61', live there 
hut went to their lodgings in the evt::nillg (sahbe
attano atiano YusanatthtLllo.ni gntll III. 445). 

1
170b&bly these were, like the residences of poor 
people generally, outside the city. The already
mentioned wat.el'·carrier li ved with a poor woman 
who likewise supports herself by carrying water, 
at the northern gate of Benares. "Living by the 
side of the gate" Signified apparently something 
like " poor,. iowly:' " I am the daughter of olle 
Jiving by the side of the gate" (dhUA. dvi\ra

[Po lin.) 
vasin6 V. 44.1 ), says the poor 
girl in the KUQtt.la JAtaka to the 

king in reply to his question whose daugbtershe is. 
H 'lOW the position of these; hired la.bourers 

\1'88 in no respect, enviable, they stiJI enjoyed & 

certain freedom, as they in a ll probabiJity could 
change their masters when they liked. On the 
other ha.ud, the slaves (dt\sa.) had abaolutell' no 
freQdom; they were, just like the cow. dCl'otd of 
any rights and were I\bsoluteil a.t the mercy of 
their masters. ' 

In lIMU (VIII. 416), Bel'en kiad.8 of slaves 
a re en umerated: those who are captureil in 
the field (during war) (dhv.j6hriI.). th"" who 
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.'ferve ill retun) for maintenance (bhaktadA8a) 
those that are born in' U)6 house (grihaja), 
those that are bought (krUa), those that are 
received as gifts (datrima). those that Ine 
inherited from the ralher (paitrikn.) and those ' 

. that are m~de slavas b~ way of punishment 
(dal)l).acJttsa). If we exclude Ithe bhaklada.a 
as not belonging properly to the class of 
bondsmen and also the clal,l(laddla, there re~ain 
lour classes which reduce to the three mentioued 
in the Vinaya Pitaka (Bhikkhun1vibluuiga, 
SaughMisesa I . 2. 1). us we can )lut .. those that 
are born in the house" and .. those inherited 
from father" on onc side and" 11l0llc acquired. 
by gift or purc!Hlse " on the other. .Rere these 
classes are distinguished: those that, are born in 
the house, those thAt are bought with money and 
those that are captured in a war (dl'tso nAma 
antojtdo dbanakkito kaTlUnarlnito). 'I'hat the 
dflt.lf.laddsamentioned by Manu in Lhe last sentence 
is not mentioued here, must .seem strange, as we 
hal'a in the JAtakal$ an example of n slave 
robbe4 oC his freedom 8. 1 a punishment. The 
village superintendent. (pmabhojaka) of the 
XulAvaka. Jl\taka, who h8ll spoken ill of tb" 
inhabitants of the- village before the king. is 
condemned to lose not only his property but allO 
hi, freedolll: t.IMI king makes him the sial"e of 
the villa.g~ inbabitanh {tar;. ea. tesw) neva d~satp 
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katvl\ 1. 200~ . We also find H those t hat are 
~ . 

acqui.red by purchase," and" those t bat are born 
. in the bouse" repre~6nted in our text.. A 

BrftbJuu.l).a is .sent. by his oa.rele~s wife who pre
tends to be unable to do household \~'ork. to beg 
Illoney that she may have a female sla"6 
(dUs1). 'f he BrMlIlHu:ta begs 700 kahti,pa~. 

( I'. 198,1 
f\ sum which he considers 
8u tncienL for buying a female 

,or male s la\'t~ (aJIlrt!l me etl.ak&Ql dhalH'rp dAsi
d~amOll'l.ya Ill. 34.3). 'I'he fraudulent slave 
]{atAhaka who deserts his master and wbom we 
already know (p. 170), is "a slave born ill the 
houtte "; he is born Oil the ~me day as the 80n 

of his mastel', ' a setthi of Benares, and is edu
cated along with him. Of slaves captured in 
\'!'ar. from which class in the oldest t imes the 
8hl\'es were probably exclusively recruited, no 
mention is made in the Jfltakas; at least ill the 
passages o( out' source whicb tell us 0(' wars 
hetlveen neighbouring kings, no mention is made 
o( prisoners of war; only of robbers (paccanta. 
"!\.sino corr..) it i8 mentioned in the Cullanfuada 
JMaka that t hey plunder a. village and capture 
its inhabitants aDd make them slaves (karamare 
gab.tvd IV. 220). 

Owing to the complete absence of legal 
rights of the sla.ves, their work differed with 

J the indh'idual temperament ot tbeir maaoor. 



Sometimes in our ROm ce the relation ill which I 
the sla.vas tlt.ocH.l to thei r ID(l.ster is represented 
as Ii. familiar one and their trentment as quite ! 
humane. 'I'hc family of the llrflhmaJ)1l agri-' 
ou ltu rist in t he ·Uragll- J a.w. ka consists of six 
Ul tl.mhers ; the BI"Ahnuu:m,' his wife, bis son, 

his dlmght-er, his daughter-in-law llfld t he female 
srnve. " 'I'bey all "-so it is said further (III. 
162)- " lived together in harmony and amity ." 
As, however, the sou of the BrtJ.hmal)a dies 
and is burnt without. 11 tear aud without a. moan, 
Sakka, disquieted by such conduct and torced 
to quit his heavenly seat, a.sks the slave, " My 
daughter, in what relation did you stand to . 
this." " He was my master !" " Surely, he baa 
at times molested and oppressed you and there.. 
fore you al'(~ gitul at his death and do not weep." 
"0 lord, don' t !o\peak so, never sa'" anybody 
like him; patient, loviug, sympathetic was the 
son of m~' master lutd 10l'OO me as a child reared 
on the breast." 1'0 a similar familial" relation· 
ship between the female slave and the master, 
Ihe NAnaccb"nda J i\t.nka (II. 428) also points;1 
the purokila whom the king asks to demlind 

[ P. 199.] 
I~ favour, asks, besides the 
mehlbers of his household , al80 

the :d 8ve PUI)I)A. I what her desire- is. And the 

, Prot.bly, •• bOl'teIlf!li 'orll1 of )I"~""'''''Il4I!II>4, "0'" .. t.o.oe 
d .. in it! ' nlHlled, tb, IlOIItenleli ." 
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slave desires, humble as she is, a mortar, a pestle 
and s" 8i6 " 6. 1 

AlJ the !lame, fhe examples ljuoLed do not 

/

' juslify our inferring a specially 'favourable llosi
t.iOD for the slavcs of ancient India; other I>8SSllgos 
of our text speak clearly of the miserable lot of 
the bond8men who frequently had to put up with 
thmsl1ing, imprisonment and bad food. }"or this 
reason, the slave KatAhaka. who hks Jearnt to 
read and write along with the son of t he family 
and ~vho is otherwise clever and knows the art of 
speaking, discharges the duties of a store-keeper 
(bbatJd!\gl'l.rika), but is afraid lest he should lose one 
day this oQice. "Not always," he reOects witbin 
himself, .~ will one care to let me ha,'c the office 
of a slore-keeper; one good.dl\y some defect will 
be noticed in me llnd t hen people will thrash me, 
lock me "Il, brand me and give me the (ood of a 
slal'e to eat" (tAJetvA handhiLl"A lakkbaJ)cna 
allketv"1\. dflsaparibhogena, pi paribhuil j issan ti 
I. '51). A female slave, who is sent by her 
master to work at other people's place for money, 
is thrown into a. corner of the house and struck 
wjth & stick, as she cannot briog any monel 
back 'to tbe bou .. (1. W2), 
__ ~~~~ __________ -C ____ ~ 

, IJdllkkhalall'l".1.J,1I "·,,n lUI'''''' "". II. 428. All the ,n .... 
ilQ,ltme1lt. the .... Tt ",b,·iou.lf uaod for ('"'tiling lAd winD wi.., ..tc.. 
Allo d •• ,lan. Robia; of the lI.olI;',1 Ji.I&b ,,_ 1 ..... «taI" for ..-''', 

flee (rihl~.......... I. U8). 
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The work wb ich the s.la \"68 had to do was. 
natu rally extremely mani fold and differed with 
the soci"j position o{ lhe master and the illtelli
~;6DC6 of the ,lave. Many might be employed, 
like the slave Katltbaka. ill higher employments, 

· like those of the 8torc-kceper, treasurer or 
pri nlote secretary; as a rule, hoi-ever, tbe work 
of thtrsUtves was of a low6r nalure. 'l 'be slave 
Pil'tgah\ in the Sili\vimar{lSll Jt\tuka. (III. lOll 
before she can go to a rendezvous mus~ wash the 

[ I', lQO.] 
feel of her master ; only when he 
is tranquillised does she sit on 

the door-sill and 8,\nLit his pleasure. 'V\Ml consi
derable rlet6il tho duties of a smVtl "ftl descrihed 
in the KIltl\haka .JMaka, '1'he shwe Katl'tbaka 
who gives hi mself out. as the son of his master and 
marries the dt\ugbter of a Setthi friendly to bis 
master, hears that his mllSter bas gone to tile 
(:ountry and is afraid tbat he ml~y come t<J him. 
De resolves to meet him flolld propitiate him by 
doing BRla.ve's work (dl\sa.kammtu'!l katvil. I . 452) . 
Everywbere he explains luud ly how little respect 
other young people show to their parents, &8 

tbey sit at th~ same table with them, instead ot 
sening t"', be himself " 'ould,wben his rIders 
took their meals, set Iterore ·them the disbefi. place 
the spitooOB in their position, take particular 
care of their drink aDd stand behind them with 
II. bruIh.; up 1<' the most common performaaoee 
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be enumerates all ' services which Ii SbW6 
must render to his' master (yalta sarlravalanja
ilaUIe. udakalasal"!l Maya paticcbannatthl\naga
manA sabOO1!l dAsehi silmikllnaf!1 kattabba.kicoof!l 
pakllses; I. 453). 

I On account of the lowness of such services; 
the slave himself was considered of Iitt.le worth by 
a. master who treated him humanely. 'fhe female 
slave Pl1~Q1\. receives from her mMter. tIle lHlro-

hUa, who asks her what she wishes, the epithet , 
jam",t. " the low, contemptible," .. Son of l\ slave" 
(dl\si putlrs) was 1\ term of reproach; when in the 
Nigrodha J Ataka (IV. 41) the seniipoii is in
formed that his friend is there, he comes in angrily 
arid cries, " Who is that friend ? He is lI. des
pised SOil of a slave. Throw him out!" .. Servant 
of a slave's son" (dl\8iputtacetl\ka I . 225)-80 
addresses in the NfLnd& JA.tak& the bold slave bis 
master; 

In spite of their low status the slaves_occupied 
in Indian society a different position from that of 
the despised castes who will occupy OUT attention 

I in the next chapter. 'I'hey cotili! not., like the latter. 
he regarded asJmpure, because their work brought 
them constantly into close . contftct with their 

\ Inll.Ster whom they helped to dress and undress 
and assisk-d in the care of their body, whose food 
tbey prepared and whom they served at dinner. 
A.s they livoo. Lo"retber with the families to which 
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they belonged. they lacted the local isolation I 
and uterna) combination o( the despised castes; 
they were, in consequence of this, as little" 
If CMte" as the slaves of the Greeks and 
Romans, in whom we find the same categories 

. and similar relations, so far 11\8 conduct and 
le~J position MO concerned. AliJo the Indian 
slaves resembled those of the ancient classical 
ages in this, that under certain circnlUsiall<.."tlsJ 

they could obtain lreedQm. W..e read or such 
.. rreed slaves" in tho Sona.Na.nd~ .TMakn.; u.s 
the rich BrtLhmlll)'l rcnollnC68 the world, hQ 
~ of his property and sets his slaves free 
(&jaml.1Tl bblljissarp katvA V. 313). It is 
true, according to Manu (VIII. 414). a. Sfidra, 
even wbell- be is set free by bis tlH\ster, is not 
rolea.sOO.from his condition of slu.very: "for who 
can ta.ke tl.WH.Y that "hicb is in-bOrn in him?" 
Still the den' eXl)rcsscd. here is only a couse· 
qUtlDC6 of th6 nrahmaoical system whic~ in 
practice did not haVtI much importance': Io 
reality, a slave set free-proof of this it; not, 
however, to be got (rom tile JAtabs-probably 
either sened as II day.labourer or adopted some 
other prof_on, for wbi~ he po88e886£l the 
mean. or the .kill . 

. 60 



CllAI'TER XII . 
• 

'JUE DeSl'[SIW CASTES. 

'Va have hitherto repeatedly moved in our \ 
accounts within the limi ts DC a provincc'Which 
wmprises, according to the Brnhmanica.l theory, 
the nhoriginal population n.nd is enciosoo by the 
barrier of non-Aryan birth and separate« by this 
from thtl rest of the society. In vain do we look 
in the bright light which the JMakas throw upon 
tho hup. life of ancient India [or a line oC 
demarcatiol\ selmrating the entire Aryan from the 
entire non-Aryan population; if we Jeuve out of 
account the occurrence of the wonl.Sudda (=.Skr. 

'I,'. "".J 
SlI.dra) in tbeoreticR.l discussions, 
uothing points to the real axis-." . talloo of a fourth caste, the SOdrn. Probably we 

bave to suppose for the {h-st period following the 
Aryan migration a sepamtion of the dark-coloured 
aborigines from tbtl bright-coloured conquerors; 
it is exhibited by the oontrl\8t bctw661I the 4ry« 
fJaNyt· and cf48a V1U't:la ill the Vedas. But alteady 
in 'Very carly t.imes-:-lUld indeed, the further 
from the harden! of the Aryan oulture-spbere, 
tb~ more pronouncedly-a mixture with tht' 
native JlOpuhltion took place; oay, it seems to 
me in no way certain, ~in the lftndfl lying 
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fArthest east, especially I in t he pl'ovinet;,!j' in 
which Buddhism first llla!1e its appearance, 
in the Kosala aud Ml\gadIJ n. h\ud, Umt the 
disU...,tion between the Aryan conquerors and 
the conquered who wera employed in slavish 

. work was not abolished t\ltogcthur: many of the 
non~Arya.Jl stems seem to have ! preS6cl'oo their 
political independence and- to have come under 
the higber Aryan cu lt.ure by adopting its 
language and clistoms. Under the in fluence or 
the Brabmanical theory we are ex tremely accus
tomed to see in the abodgintls oC Allcient India 
a great. 1l1llSs, Mlllely. the oonqueroo. SMras. 
Surely. this name, applicable in the B'"ahllltmical 
~y8tem to a ll uon-ArYlUl Iuditlns, is taken from 
tbe name of oue pil"ticular stem out. of the 
innumerable I\,boriginai stoOlS, which from the 
ethnical &Jld cultural point of view wertl no less 
different (rom Oll~ ' I\Il0th er than the bearers of 
the new culture who spread [rom. tho north-west 
to the Gangetic plain. 

~mong these numerous races some tllfUlilestly 
stood on a HpecialJy low cultu re-Ntage.) Just lUJ 

the wJld bunting races of the Riml\lt,ys must 
have distinguished th~m861ve8 by their external 
u.pptmrance. Ly their undeveJopod Ia.nguage, their 
custom. relating to food, frnm tbe more advanced 
population of the plains, 80 their low poeitioo 
la~r prevented a mixture with the bi&h\;r 



developed Aryans and preserved their racial 
peculiarit.y up to tJ.itt day. Evell to.day they 
have not gone be~:ond the first )'egmnioge of 
culture : incap».hle of lasting work, the)' lead 
a wanderin g life anrl feed m08tly on animaM, 

rools and fruits which Nature 
l1n.'1 given them freely I; where 

they iol6t up their residencC!'. .!I.mong the culti. 
vated population, they are compelled to Ijl'a in 
j!jolatlon outside t he city and maintain tbeir liveli. 
hood by the meanest kinds of work. These are 
tho races of "',hom it is said in llann (X. 50) : 

"Uuder well·known trees and "I tho erema
tioll'(;round, on mountains and in the woods 
should they' live, recognised (by fixed markll) 
and living by work proper to them." 

~Thesc raceR were I\nd are el'en to.day looked 
upon by the Indians &.'1 castes, and indeed, they 
are cl&8Sed in the Brahmanica.l theory with the 
lowest mixed castes. 'Vhtl.t gives them in fact in 
allcient timElfl the a.p~lance of a cute i& their 
local isolation, their Iivillg together outside the 
~t of the society wbich avoids contact with lhem, 
all account of their low position, and their d ... 
I)ieed pror888ion which is hereditary J From the 
higlu~r C88tee they are.dietingviahed b,. thw, that 
their isolation is DOt a. voluntary one; -the 

, S'NfleId, (;&I,e B~, p,6 ) """"1, VOlterhlld ... 6Ib 1CIbI.. 

I'· 4-K. 



• 3'[-

harripn; which 8""011nd t hem and which prevent 
their Mtraying from their IlalTOwly circumscribed 
profel8iolll\8 well M aU mi xt~re through m"rri'lge 
with those standing,. hiBh",r, !tore 1I0t erected by 
them hut 'U't;l forced upo n thorn by Uleir 
cOllqu~ronl. 

. tOt these low rHoces we rnooq with" number 
tH'OIi in the Ji\taklLS. Above all, we meet with 
the C&QQ1Lla. 8 race which we come IlCrQ88 in 
great numOOrs 6\'en to.day in nort.h -east India., 
the scene of o\)r nRrratives, and in BengalI 1"n 
tbe eyes of the Indians the C8f}t!..la bas always 
been the symbol of lowness and 8ubjretion. v 

" But the residences of tho CAwAlas " - so it 
is said in i.\ls nu (X. 51 sq.)-" should be outaide 
the viUage, their dres. .. should consist of garments 
of the dead: they mllst eat their rood out or 
brokf'n pot!:l; hlt\Ck iron should he their orntl-

( P. 2(H..) 
ment and always they must 
wander from place to place) A 

man who fulfil~ II. religious tIuty should not 
seek interoourst" with them; their business they 
should conduct II.mong themselves and tbeir 
marriages they must contract with their eqUAI~. 

" Their food must be giv('n them by r.omebody 
other than an .\~ftn in. a broken vessel; Rot , 

• "lap&.IOI., ' '''' ..... i. H·m _"d ~II, VClI. I, p. JI." "O",r • 
mlllioD fTl ~ ptopIe .... 10 !.be !!OUt of C"Clltc. ""'011111' lip 10 Uw 
1--. ......... " 
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night they shall not. go I\hout, in the villages or 
in UlO towns. • . 

" In t.he day-time they may do the work 
assigned to U;cm byorder of the king; tho COI' p se 

of anybody who has no relations, they must Mrr)' 

out of Ihe house- such is thu :oit;mding rule. 
( '0 CI'iminals they shall kill , according to the 

lAw, by ordel' of the king; the clothes or the 
criminal, their beds 01' other ornamental !\I'ticlcs 
they !'nay keep to tbemselvc,'i," 

l'I'he contempt with which the authors of the 
law hooks wh Q. werc Rrl\llmaQ,!l.S looked upon 
the lower classes of people, and the attempt to 
confirm them in their low position by legal 
prescript.ions· may hlU't) caust.'(l them to select 
purposively dark colours Cor the sketch they 
made of the Ca1)4J'1.ltl., whilst th e J tl. takas show 
tha.t the reality was not Car different from the 
priestly theory. ) 
l'rbe Cal~4ll.1as of our t-ext livo outside the 

town (bahlnagare, IV. 376) in It village (caodA
lu.gAmaka, IV. 200, 3110) by themseh ·cs.' ffwo 
Q&J;l4A.la brothers who know ho'" to blow " 
C&I)l)Ala 8uw must show their ltrt outside tht! 
city gate; the one play!! 8t the northern, the 
other at the eastern gate. 
----:-::-;;-:-;;:-;=-:cc".-:-7-:::-::-- - - -

, 1'be (J...w&1I. .. mage p~ ;11 lhe (Jih. s..",bbe.", J1taH In .,..., 

'" tbe pte '" lJjjai .. IIlId Ib ... to the ... .,.~ or hadla, -, bll"" ........ 1" 
eaiMod 0<>1,. In Ibe imA8i .... uon ellhe parralOt' ... he <Wried ,11 .. _ 
_ d; t;one et hie hOme 01'111' to tile _bo .. ." 1--. 
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}~or the despised position of tho CaQlJi\]a. we 
ha\'e already gi \'en examples ; n an earlier cbapter 
(p. 26 S(I.); we have seen how the eating 
of the food lert by them (ca l,l.qli.ll1cchi t.1:habhaUa) 
had as its consequence, for th~ members of the 

"llr!lhml'll).a casto, exclusion from their caste I ; 

(,,"e have seen rltrther how the 
wind which had touched tbe" 

[ P.OO6, ) 

body of a CI:LI~tilit. WM considered impure and 
how the very look of such a miserable creature 
sufficed to call up t he feeling of impurity in 
those occupying It. higher rank . '(.Contemptuous 
as a 08.1).41\Ia" has become a proverbillJ exptes
sian :1 Into the mouth of the young lioness 
t.o whom a jackal had made It proposal of 
marriage the words nre put: "'I'his jackal is con
sidered low 1\1)(1 wretch6d among the four -footed 
an imals, similar to a . CancjJ\la (hino patikuttho 
cal}.Q.l'Llasadiso. II . ts); we are, however, esteemed 
members of the highest royal fBmily. This one 
addresses me iudeoent lUld improper words; what 
sha.ll I do with life nfter I ha ve listened to suoh 
words? I will bold my breath and die." The name 
Cllo4Ma. stands for a word of oontempt hy which 

--~-----

, 'rlo~~ tht" food l"r, b~ ~ CIll#l'la ;_ ;alpu"" ~ not It pUNl,. 

BI1I.h ...... kfll vie.. tn Ih~ 'IIIM"",;",U ,0 tl.u 8AII,dloan,ma 
Jl~~ ( 11 . 1121. addh" UXpla; lI~ t ... Ibu ,,,,,,,k. ,b.t for th .. tol. 
luw~ ... 01. h la deu&riI>oo ,1ft> ea';"II' of rood ob!M.;lI00 in IOD un!a.t"t 
m"nD~r ;a lib .. Wug tbe ~bw leavh,p of n C ..... ~l., 
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a Brihmaga, [or e.tH.Ol."ple, designate8 his adul 
terous' wife (p!i.pa.c&l,l<J,Ali IV. 21-6). 

(Of the" marks by order of the king" men
tioned" in Manu , we know nothing (rom our 
text. Still even according to the .JMakas, the 
CaoQ!Llas appear to be kuown outwardly as such ' 
by their dress: "clad in a bad under-garment 
of a red colour round \vhicb a belt is tied: abovo 
this II dirty upper 'garment, an earthen pol in 
hand " - 80 in ~,£Ataulla .TMaka (lV. 379) the 
exterior of a CM)cJl\la is described. ) 

Also by tlieir speech lhe Cnl).<lAlas (l))parentJy 
were distinguished from the rest of the popuJa
tion. To tbeir isolation, their complete separa
tion, is to he ascribed the fact that in the midst 
ot a population speaking a.1I Aryar. diA.lect they 
preserved enm in linguistic matters their racial 
individllality.-:1n the Citta-Sambhftta JMaka it 
is narrated ho two C8l,lC)Alns dressea as BrAh
mAQ1LS go to 'l'akkssIIA and study there; iater, 
however, as one of them, on the occasion of l\ 

BrAhml\J;l.&vttcanaka, burns his 
face with "' htmted lamp, 

they · forget themselves lUld are detected by their 
hl.riguage (ool.ldAlabhAsA IV. 391). 

With the exccption of the account of till,: two 
ftute-players mentioned "bove.~he Jil.t&hs contaiu 
no:dctailcd account of the prore~sional work of 
tbe Cao4fWa. According to t.hu commentary on 

[ 1'.006.} 



321 

the Stlavtmarpsa Jiitaka, Ihere are people who 
are engaged in CArrying oorpses'" (chavacbacJdab 
III. 195); still it is doubtful whether this 
work which w~ also indicated for them in tbe /' 
BrahmELllical theory. was in reality their only 

.. occupation, althougll their low stnge of culture 
debarred them from practising ndy h igher pro
fession,...evcn that of nn artisau. 

Along with the f:ut:lq.tl.las there Me mentioned 
. in the J lUakas, ill the enumeration of the castes, - --
the l'uliWiiiaa; wbo a1'C the P ukkcuas or PulkaBal 
ot the BI'nbm311icai syst.em where Uiey are called 
descendants of a Nishllda by aSMra wife. These 
Pukkasas WCI'C also most probably n. non-Aryan 
caste oool1pyinglL very low position in society) 
According to the commentary on the Stlavimaf!'1SEl 
JQ.ta,ka. by this nre meant m-;:m who hal'6 for t heir 
profession the pluckiQ,g of flowers (pupphachad· 
()aka-Ill. 195): as, however, in)I!w.u the catch· 
ing and killi?1 of CIlvc·dweliing animals is given 
as t heir work¥ don't believe that tbe Pukkusas_ 
were 8. special professional cla.ss but a race that 
lived generally by hllntin and onl occasionaU 
by ,dirty work , e cleaning temples and palaces,' 

, 1'0 l"- Pok"lII .. beJOIIged mLaiCNtJy .1»0 /Ju, eldl!~ 8QIII~ 

""forti hi •• .<Io","ion of monkhood, whO? MY' in Ihe Theragt.thii of him • 
... Ir : "Of \0 ... fllmily&m t , I WN poor .... d nl!l!dy. L<ror ..... tbe .. ork 
.. hicb I did . n.m~ly, th .. t o.f ...,""<:wing raded lIowe,... (from temple. .. lid 

prol...,.). 1 .... de.pi_1 LJ' lI'en, held In 10 .. llllteem I lld ropro1'ed." Of. 
OldenberJ,lIMddlwl p. UW, ru ....... k • 

• 1 
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!'.(Uncloubtedly we have to see in the NesAda., 
the NishAda or N&.illbMa. of the Brahman~l 
caste· theory Ii non-Aryan race in a barbarous 
condition. Tbey are regarded in the system &8 

descendants of a Brlbma1,1& by a SildrA.; their 

[ P. 2Q7 ] 
work consists, according t 
Manu (X .• 8). in killing fish. 

As, according to tbeJA.takas, the NesMas livod bX 
hunting._wc can suppose that fisbmg and 6untipl? 
formed their exclusive sources of earning) 
['hJ'()ugh this their professional work t hey fell 
into contempt, for the occupation of a fisherman 
or bunter which represents in itself. the earliest 
and lowest. stage of evolution of human culture. 
~ould not in India como to be heJd in respect, for 
this reason, that it necessarily presupposed tbo 
killing of a living being. In various ways the 
despised position of t·be lUoter is indicated in 
the JMakas; it is narrated that a lJrll.hmal)8. 
youth &lopta the occupation of 8. hunter when 

. he Mnnot maintain himself by following any 
other art (rI. 2(0). Also the words of the king, 
in which he asks tble hunter in the R.Qhanta.miga. 
JAtaka (IV. 422) to give up his occupation and 
recommends other means of earning money. such 
'as agriculture, traile, lencling money, point to \I 

tbe despised. position of the hunter. For the 
'aame reason, the 80n of the setthi alaIO causes 
'the tNddako, whom he keep' with biin along 



with hifI family and with. whom he remains OD 
friendly terms to the end of !lis liIe, to give up h~ 
profession (luddakakammato apanetvl). III. 51). ; 

We nave enumerated aoove (p. 193 sq.) 
the occupation of hunters and fishermen among 

~ the proCessions which from their very nature 
resist a castelike organisation; if, however, thi8 
in-itself despised profession is followed by an 
entire branch of a low race, then such a group, 
held together by unity of profession or mee and 
separated from the rest of the population, takes 
the appearance of a caste and is 7egarded in all 
such cases as such by the Indians. This is the 
case also with the N eddas; along with the 
Co.i,u}Ala.s, Ver;ws, RathakAms and Pukkusas t.hey 
are introduced in the Assali\yana Sutta I as a. low 
caste. Despised and avoided, they must, like the 
CaQ(JfUas, live outsi~e the town. A N~a liV68 

not far from the town of Bakula in the Mahiqtsaka 
kingdom in a NesMa village (nagarato avidClre 

[P. 208.} 
ek1;l.SmiQl ncalt.dagi\make V. 
337) ; he sells the birds whicb 

be caught with a noose in the city and in . this 
.way maintaiDi himsell. 

The NesAda' of the Mora. Ji\ta.ka also who is 
ordered by tbe lUng to tatch a golden pe3Q9Ck 

• 
, Ed. PI-ebeA, CI .. ~mlllt~, 1880,"pp- 13.1" 80 alw ill lho Satla¥!. 

~PkltIl1. U . 1.1, \\ ta .id , hW dma jll; 00\I4l1ojlti .~jlti 
~ .... w...JMi pakk_jiti, eli htd dIU jll>. . + .. 
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practises the professiol\ of a hunter in 8. NeslI.aa 
vill&ge lying ncaf Benares (Bu.ri\l)aSiyb. aviditre 
nesfuiagAmavtts! nesMa II. 36). Likewise. in a 
"illage inhabited by m~mbers of his race and 
lying not fll,r from llenares, lives Lhe NeSl.'\da of 
the Rohautamiga Jataka; he captures a deer, ~ 
while he sets up ~\'ith a stick a sling fitted with 
leather strAps. 

Besides tbese wild peoples whom I migbt 
call" ethnical castes," as they were held together 
by a common race, we meet other groups 
reckoned liliewise by the Indians among 
the (lespised castes, in which t heir mean work 
seems to haye boon the separating line which 
in course of time has stamped them into a 
caste; they can be charucterised. in cont·fast 
with the "ethnical castes," as "low professional 
castes." Originally t hese despised- professional 
castes' were nothing else than non-Aryan races 
who. ruthough they stood on a higher cul
ture-level than t.he hUllting and fishing races, 
engaged in branches of profession the practice 
of which presupposed no acquaintance with 
metals and their employment and were there
fore held in lo\v esteem by the Aryans 
who worked with irdn instrllments. To tbis 
class Delong such occupations as form even 
to-day the ex.clusive occupatio~ of people 
stAnding on ft 100v jevel, such as that of makinf 
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baskets from willows and l~mboos, plaiting and 
weaving, the manufacture or teather and earthen 
vessels. Not a bias against handicraft in gene
ral l but agn.inst a proCession \vhicll they fou nd 
was followed by low races, origin~lly made the 

~ . Aryans avoid such means of 
[ Po 209.] earning a Jjvelihbod and leave 

them to the aboriginal races. Later the sta in 
of impurity was attached to the occupation, 
even when, owing to the mixture of races, 
this ceased to be reservtW. for particular races, 
and in course of time this stain s'pread to aU 
possible handicrarts and professions, the more so, 
ILS with adVR.llCing civilization Ute higher classes 
became exempted from manual occupations. 

(Suoh despised professional castes we have 
- are reckoned 

-"'-:-, :"",:-,c,.,:= lAo (,'(1'/" d.~, " JIKk, p. 286, ~ S o .. hue ~ 
MyalM Ibown a"y gl"l)al p ... r" ...... 08 fur bandic".fL The Creekl and 
Ii.omaDl left i~ to $100"011 1;1. lb. middle cl .... 1.0 tbOll tbat ha .. e bee .. 

tcl~ tree o. ~be telaine... ..u tbe Aryan. in Illdia ltett.led in .. illag_ 

where origionlly .g.icultttte ...... followod , u. ey wera I"M incli"e<! Ib .. " 
in other COllntri ... to take to manl;lAl wo!"ll:. Thi. U'''lt genenony b ... e 

faUll1I WI tb" 101. either of the primitive populatio" 1)1' th .... 
portion, of the population "'hoo> tbeir butard orig'" or tile,. 
d"'piooed d_Dt )lIMed upou Ihe .. me level OPpoIed to the .. ie .... 
• l.awId htiN, of a di8;uolination of the .&.ryallll for ",lUll." 

work, ltandJ the fKt IbM. ~he age 0/ Bomeria '~d Detliodio poetry 
ohowod no t ... 08 of .. COIIUlmpi. of prof_ional .... ork. I II Romer ' 

"umber of OC<:lIlJllltlon. wbieb .... are la~r followed prof_klnally, flll1 
_ "leUlly to tb. ~ of r""" moll, "'y, oVOn tho ,uil!too.l .. t. were 

tIOt &ahallled ot Uwm. cr. K. P. Hf!rm.t.lln' l u~rh(1I Ii,. ,r'Kllildlf1l 

.i",,-.. ;~ ..... VoL 4, tlrc! t:dll., p. 389 "'I' 



in the already.quoted -passages of the AssalAians 
Sutta and the ·Suttavibhanga among the 
low castes (hrno.jAti) : tb~se "re the C3ltel 
of the " bamboo worker" and "carri8ge-builder~ 
"Precisely in the example of the VeT;1&8 we am 
get, in my opinion, 8. view of the prohable 
origin of the despised pmfe:ssional castes and a 
proof of the theory that ~iginalJy they were 
nothing else than low races. For when the 
Aryans pushed to the Gangetic plains and 
found peoples unacquainted with agricu1ture or 
metal work Occupied solely witb bamboo work 
or similar tbings, nothing was more natural 
than that they should give them names after the 
material with which they worked. Thus they 
named those who worked with bamboo (veJ,.1u) 
bamboo-worker!l .(vel;lll or vaiQ.a.) .. In a similar 
manner they must have named another race 
which possessed special skill in making car

riages, cnrriage builders, after 
its principal iI1dustrial product. {P. 210 ) 

That these two branches of proC688ion, the 
manufacture of bamboo products and the 
building of carriages, were assigned. even long 
after Buddha's time, to specjal races, seem. to me 
to appear from the passage of the Suttavibhanga 
(PA.cittiya II. 2.1) already quoted, wbtne the 
Vel)8S "od· RathakAras, along with the ~ 
NesMas and Pukku&aI are called. "cutee" (jAtO 



and are not enumerated among the low pro. 
(essiOD8 (hl1l&8ipp'\) which ~re named as such 
alter these in the following manner : the ocoupa
tion of the basketmaker, the potter, the woo.ver, 
the cobbler, th~ .barher (htnarr Iltt.ma sippa11l 

' . n80)80kflraaipparp kumbha:k!\rn.sippa1!l pesakAra
sipparp cammakA.rasipparp nllhi\pitasipparp). 
Tbis distinction between castes (jllti) nnd occu
pations (sippa) hag graduaUy been obliterated 
Bnd in ·modern times has been almost wholly 
abolished . 

Individual CA'ltes among tho 1o" , professional 
ones already mentioned nre even represented 
in the JfltJ\kas ; suOb, (or example, is the VeQA 
wbich in the Kusa .JA.taka. (II . 306) is pln.ced 
an the same le"el with the CaJ:ILJAI~ on s o-
f;Ount of its low character. The queen re
proache!l her daughter-in-law with the words: 
"You are A Vel)\ or a Oar;'l(Ja.U\, a. disgrace to 
your family : how can you, born in the house of 
Madd8-, bring your husband down to the rank 
of a slave?" The commentator explains fJe1}l 

by tacchikd.,1 " widow of a carpenter," and thu8 
6XplAins lhe despised cnste of bamboo-workers 
by means of another low caste, na.mely, 
taocllika or "carpenter," fAll the artisans whoso 

• 'kr.I~.u. bl \b .. cOmmentar, or K.bidba .. on tbe Vlja
....,.. IJa9hlil (J. 18) Ute 1 .. 1.0/101 .. iI called iMpe"" (aiu....!!Ib) eD4 
qI. .. low..-. (td~I). 
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occupation consists in working with wood, the 
ca.rriage- builder (rat,bakAt'a), the joiner and the 
carpenter (vaddak i, tacchika). were considered 
low in the Buddhistic age, so that the guess 

,.. buzarded ab(we (p. ]60), that their living in 
V:: isolation in a village in front of the cit" gate 
~~ T£ be~ to the lowness of their pro. 

feAAioDJ seems just,ilied.) -'\- Iways, however. as 
their work is not conceivable without the use 

( P. ~II. ] 
of implements, t hey will have 
attai ned even thenl a bigher 

place in t he ~ocin l scale, than, fo l' instance, the 
bamboo-workers, who employed their material 
as they found it wit,bou t worki ng much upon it. 

Akin to' the 'Ce~U!fJ. so fft.r ~s their work 
is concerned, and treated as contemptuously as 
these, arc the t.wo artisans appearing in the 

iO"Ta kJd\. ri ,Ylt J {Uaka (IV. 251), namely, tho basket
m.!,.ker (nA.~ra) Itnd the flu te-maker (velukilra) j 
the latter, tbe veltlkiim or ve~lUkara, is, as we 
saw a.bove (p. 86, Footnote), reckoned in the . 
Lalita Vista.ra. among the castes in which a. 
BodhisattiL is not re-born . 

As the work or the weaver (pesakllrasippa.) 
which represents a process similar to the twist
ing of bamboo and .. straw, · so as to make 

, No".a.n..YI the caIto ot joiner or Darha! O(ICIIpiCI almo-t tbo 

.,.me lOCiaJ .... ok " ~be "gricnltun1 Cllfte J(Qrml. Neellold, C ... u 
8,1(""., V. 28, 
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mats $nd baskets; WIl$ o~iginllll~T principally 
carried all by the aborigines, .the weaver !lIsa 1\. , 
occupied a. low position in the soci"ty of ancient ,.,~ - - ~ Iodi",: in U16 Bhtma.iena .Ji\taka • . he~rl\bma-_ - - --uical archer calls the work of a wea\'er (tnntavl\ya) L.. 
a-miserable, low work ,(1A.makakamma I. 356). 

fAs the last of the despised proCessions the 
occupation of a. barber (nab!\pitasippa) is men
tioned in the Suttavibhanga. In this busi
ness, we do not look for the reason of it.~ lowne8s 
to any ethnical re l~ion~: the duties connected 
with it amI which Ilre to some e~tent dirty 
show the barber ipfJ{) facto as ~cupying a low 
position and place him almost in the same line 
with the temple-olooning Pukkusas.l

) 

In the introduction to the Sigl\la .TA.taka, it. 
L'I narrated how the son of a barber living, in 

( P. tIll.] 
Veshli (naMpitaputtn II. 5) 
falls in love witb 8. Licchavi 

princess and explains to his father tha.t be 
would die if he did not get ber for wife. 'l'he 
father replies to him, u::\Iy son, don't fix your 
desires upon 'impossible things; yo u are the 

, NHlleM, OUte 9yOJtem, V. 22 IICI. 
t. Th. lllooen, bRrber or 114"'" OQCup ...... h;,h"" po.itiOll, '" b. 

I pIt.,.. .. KJ'MI \lOut in all 'aniily e .... nta;}tuch .. blnh, mam.~ .Dd 
'IUI ..... I. De oer~" U. ", .. rri~ .. Iphu.or .mo"g tb. Iftpocu.b1.e 
cut .. I\"d in Lh. marriage oo ... m .... 'r _W. the arf.hm.""" or take. III' 
hlm",'f, probabl,.",Oog the "''''111' ~ .... !H who ",,1101 Pl1 • !lr&~~ 

th ollie. or the pn..,t. ,""', p. 0&2. ., 
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sOn of f\ barber and 'Ie low Clute (b1najl\cca), the 
Licchllv' princes~ ·i .~ of high hirth (ji\tisam pl\nnl\) 
M th e daught,er of \l Klmttir1\ and no possible 
party (or you. 1 wi ll ioCeek another gjrl for v~ 

who will su it you in caste Pond familv." 
A. further example of t he low esteem hi 

which t he hl\l'b(~r WM held i .~ I\fforded by 
anol,her instance: the mother of King Drahma· 
daUn call!! the tt.'Icct Ie Gnl'lgaml\ia, a former 
ha.rber, "the son of It filth -clean ing barber born 
of a low caste" (h1llajacco ffin lamajjano llIlhl\pita
putto 11. 4,5~) and adds t he nlrl~e: 

. " Through I\8ceticism they give up their bad 
occupation, t hrough asceticism (they gil·e up) 
their position as oorbf>r 01' potter; conquering 
through asceticism, you 1I0W call my SOil by-his 
name Brahmadatt/\," 

CONCLUSION 

V\Ve bave come III the course of our 
remn.rks to the lowest rUllgR of the social ladder. 
Since the days of Bernardin de St. Pierre 
people have always complained of the lot of t he 
despised classes of India a.nd thrown the res
ponsibilUy [or their miserable p'osition upon ~ 
the priest.s; people speak very often even to-day 
of a demon II'hioh possessed the Indian people in 
consequence of the c\:\.Ste-organisation and 
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represeot the caste as a ll. artificial product or 
priestly selfishness. , EUTopaall tra.vellers when 
they firs t gave us a knowledge of modern India, 
made the wan t of freedom a.nd low position of 

the Parias and t.be rigid oTfPA ni_ 
( 1'. 213. ] 0 " 

-, saLion of Jndit\u society an 
object calling for ex pressions lof pity, and 
c\'er si nce people hecame acquainted in Brab
manical li terature with 0. one-sided representa. 
tiat) of the social relations of a ncient India, they 
believed, as they took the theory [or t he truth, 
to have found bere the key to the origin and 
development of caste-life. 

4'1'bc pioture which we call draw [rom our 
popular souroos of t he social conditions which 
ruled in eastern India ILbollt Buddha's time, 
does not give occasion, in my opinion, for a 
highly sontimental ,-:iew, nor dotls it justify 
the theory that the castes were inveuted by the 
priests for establishing and strengthening a 
hierarchimt.l social organisation. Ii'he political 
infl ueuce of the Bn\ hma1;lRs g~t'ry diminished, 
espeoially, in the eiLS~rll lands, as compared 
with the potIition and power of the ruling classes 
who, leaving out of accoWl t spooiRi cases, did not 
"now much scope for any BrlLhma.nical desire for 
power ; even of an intellectual supremacy of the 
Brlhm&l'J.88 no truce ·is to be found in the agtl~ 
the subjec£ with which wa have to do, ror even in 
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Ule spirituHl province. other classes. , especially. 
the ruling princely families, challenged the 
premier position of the worldly R rA.hmapa caste, 
As for the position of the lower classes, it WD.!! 

Dot better, but also not worse, than it would 
appear to be under similar oonditions ; aboriginal 
races standing &t fL low culture~8tage are op
pressed ill all ages and times by their mON! 

highly cultured conquerors and cmJ1Joyed in a 
shLYc's work: also similar contrasts between 
immense wealth on the onc side and misera.ble 
povert.y on "the other we m(''et with whereyer a 
more highly culturl.>d race WlLllts to usc its 
l!Iuperiority 6\'en in tK:onomical matter5. t 

l1'he socil~1 organisation of a.ncient India whicb 
a.ppears to us very strange, nay, even mon
strous, ill th", form in which we find it in 
the Bl'ahmanical lawbooks in which it is 
mad6 into an lmalterable system, shows itself 
in reality as the necessary de,'elopment of 
conditions imjlOl!led by ethnical and cultural 

[ Po 214.] 
distinctions.) Instead of the 
four strictly isolated castes of 

the _ Brnhmanical system and the mixed castes 
arising from their combination, we notice a 
number of 68l1ent(s lly .distinct social groupe 
which in the majority of cases caunot properly 
be called .. castes," in which, however, we 
see the first germs and beginningi of an 
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organisation of the mod,ern type. A caste in the. 
sense of their own. theo&'y only the 13n\hmaOM . 
form; otber groups, like the ruling class ot 
Khattiyas, ~h ", class o[ royal oflicers, the lending 
middleolI:L8s fl:lmilics have particular characteris
tics in common with We j£l.ti or the llrfl.hmaQas ; 
they cannot. ho wever. lay any claim to the de
signation "caste," becauso they lack the essential 
chlu'actoristics of this; the Slime is tru\:l of the 
rest of the jt1.tu which are sllllrply distingtlished 
from the great mR.~S of the people. such as the 
guilds of tradesmen and artisans, the lower 
professions, the dr-spised and shunned faces. 
All these idtis-nnd in this tbe Indian society of 
tbat time have their own peculiar, specifically 
Indian stamp-nte hcreditury tl.lld to go out of 
t.he circle-fixed by birlh is impossible, according 
to the rul~s. 

tSO far as they are described in the J Atakas, 

J 

the (oIociai conditions remained probably un
. changed evell long after Buddha's time. When 
about two hundred years after Buddha.'s 
death t,he Greek mtJ8S6nger Megasthenes lived 
in the court of Oandru.gupta in PAtaliputra, 
he manifestly found similar conditions. The 
Greek reports ll·hicb ate traceable to him con
tain a description of the Indiall society of that 
time which, it is true, does not wbol1y agree 
with facts which we can gather from our 



,sOurce, but can be brought much more into 
agreement witb lhe~e tJum with the Brahmanical 
system) '1lbey gi\'e the Il Uln oor of j6Ua or 
classes (1" .. " 01' ,.o'p,» as sc"en ; as the fi rst )'t' o« 

they ment ion tbe fTrx/>urT'" or ~'*" who, as we 
have seen, correspond to t he SamllQ.l\S and partly 
to the lirl\hmar;ut.s of our source; the second )'t' rof, 

the farmers or '10"'fTY"'" call btl placed in the same 
class with t he ga/IU]J(J,li or kllfu,mbika of the Pali 
Texts. By the lumismen and hunters nfLmed in 
the third place, we hll"e probably t.o undcrstand 

( I'. 21(; ] 
, the low non-Aryan races of the 

JMaka.8, whilst the fourth 
')'1'0«, that of .the TfX""'I"/U. or the -ybO'O 8')p.JOvf'Y'XO'''' 

agrees ' with the arlisans of our text: The 
remaining three )'< '''''1' the -yc" 'O'I: of the warriors 
(...w~CTT",), that of t he supervjsor (. '''W'"~ or 
oof.opot ) and t h&t of the king's councillor (rnlJAfJo>

or <n"~.8pot) belong to tbe category of rA.j&hhogga, 
the offi cers in the king's employ. Arter tha 
enumeration of t he 8eVt'1l '/""'/ the Greek !:IOllrces 
point out u.s t heir chara.cteristic feature the fact 
t.hat lhey did not allow any · inter-marriage 
and that it was not permissible to pass from ' 
one -y£lIOIl to another or to follow the profession 
of two classes !:lo t. one and"the sa ine time. J 

(lAter, in the course of centuries, thc l dtil, 
M we k now them in th~ Jl\.takas. have ex
perienced 1I0n'tinuous changes uuder the mOl5t 
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dh'ers influ6JIC6/(;) the, .offlciRI theoQ' of the . 
Brlihmal).RM, eUmicRl a.nd geogrAphical in., 
fluences, the Lendenc," of t1w Indians to 
iIOhemati>lc, till' placing of tile p.oncepts 
" llrofession " and " CtlSte .. side h~r side-all thi~ 

has worked upon the jaU" transformea them 
and mnde them re.~e mhlp one Another more Mond 
more, f;lO far us their essence and orgnnisa.tion 
a.re concerned, nntil, filll\ll~'; the~' hecame modern 
castes. ('l'h is }lroces~ o[ I.ransformation is in no V" 

way, A.q one henrs it. maintnined so often to-day, 
broken hy Buddhism, na~', not 6YOll retarded . 
@uddhlt.'s doctrine docs not ai m at Ii transforma
tion or improvement of the social conditions '; 
the worldly li fe lind itl! forms nrc a matter of 
indiO'erencE' to the virtuolls Buddhist who re
nounces the world. He never raises t he qucs· 
tion whetbc,' the ~vorld lr life could he different 
f1'om what it is hut, a('.cepts it in its incomplete. 
ness and badness as !Jomethiog unchangeable, 
~he desl;in~' of ma,n , t he ~xternal orga.nisation of 
bis earthly life is for thli Buddhist a necessary 
consequence of his karman, his former deeds: 
wealth or poverty, hfgh or low caste, the indio 
vidual has deserved through his deeds in a. former 
existence) 'I'be li umnn Social order was for t he 
Indians even of t hat time a reproduction at 
nAtural life and moved, accord ing to their view, 
like this in elernally ident ical paths j he who Wa$ 
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, born a C81)QA.la ml1st-~ loug as be did not retire 
from hU1ll1l1\ societ.y 11 • .I1d pa,s:": into . ascetieism
remain a CnQQI't.Ja during his life·t,ime aDd bNt.r 
the lot of such II one, just !\.'l everybody who 
expillt,,~ the sillS of former existence by re
birth t'I. low heAst. htLS to live through the 
whole existence of such II beast till death 
makes Idm pas51 into another existence. 

U'he doctrine of kamuul and Te-birth fmd t he 
supposit.ion of an unalterable socia.! order are 
closely connected with t'lfLCh other and ha.Y8 
exercised II mutual iufluence upon sn.eh other 
in t.heir further development; hoth dogmM are 
deeply rooted ill the consciousness of the Indian 
poopleand rule their thought..'! even to the present 
da.y ) Bl'Cll to day the~' influence the orga
nisation of sociu.1 life aml determine its forms: 
even the modern castes are, us little as tbe caste~ 
o[ ancient India, an artificial product; on the 
other band, t hoy ba "e grown out or the spirit 
of the IndialJ people whosa stamp they bear. ) 

, 

, 
• , 
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ERRATA.. 

At. p. HI, [or lJalfji l fild. ~ 6aiipftiltt. 
At p. 171 , for "ptJrajja, read oporojjlJ, 
At p. 182, footDote, for .B,ak ,.II'ra, read 1;7011",(/11. 
At p. 206, fQOtllote, for A"9~. read CIII'Mtr •. 
Aflop. 209, for IIrc6, ared. 

A.t p. 213, footnote, for &rlwc/JI" read Sartiratl . 
. At. do. for 11111«6, read ll rl1.c!9 . 

A.t p. 221, (ur lal'dar;w, read IdiJl1'!1'1 . 

. -H do. , for /akd(1)4l1lUolri, re .J lafH.a't),dIlJIf1/tf. 
At .do. , for l·I:~Mr""pi~lraJ.·d, read IIJl·J.·/la f.l."pa(Aal.·,1 
l\.t I). !UJO, for laJda'l)li"i, relki lakHII!I4Hi 
At I), H tl footnote, for Oegefhel", I'1IRiI. (,'o:duer, 

At p. 277; for l.-aceitapll f:aV4!lij ll , read /{(u:daplllfml'fIlJII. 

At p. S09, for PJ/ Pflifltll1t1.Q llrlll, read P"1L't)OWk/-"fH'I,lll4, 
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