46 THE ROYAL PRIEST CH. IIT

by some of the lists other attributes, which may or may not be
subsumed under those already mentioned, e.g. knowledge of
the arthasastra (science of man’s material concerns), dhanur-
veda (science of archery), military arrays (zy#/ta) and weapons
(astra), and reading of portents.
Duties he aforesaid qualities are required in the royal priest in
Religious; yiew of the duties he is called upon to perform. He is
entrusted with the supervision of all religious, as well as socio
or politico-religious ceremonies for the royal family or the
State;)which make it of paramount importance that he should
be thoroughly versed in the Vedic mantras and the attendant
rites. His personal officiation at the ceremonies by the
utterance of mantras and performance of all other minutiae of
the rituals may not have been needed in all cases, for there
were the subordinate priests (r¢its) for the purpose. General
attention to the strict conduct of the whole ceremonial and
participation in its more important functiuns were his look-
out. Vasistha, the royal priest in the Ramdyana, for instance,
conducts Dasaratha's Pufresti sacrifice,' the many samskire
rites of the four princes,* and R@ma's coronation, in which he
appears as personally anointing and crowning Rama?
Dha.umya the Purokita of the Pandavas, officiates at the
santika and pausttka ceremonies for the achievement of their
objects and their general welfare on the eve of their departure
to live fncognito! The more important of the rituals are
performed by him on the occasion of Yudhisthira's coronation,
which leads us to infer that upon him rested the most onerous
of the duties.” At the Rdjasiya of the same prince, Vyisa,
-officiates as the Bralman pricst and Dhaumya as Horr" As'
already pointed out,’ the Purohita ought to have filled the
Purdna, cxxxix. 16, 17 ; Garuda-Purdna, cxii. 12} Kdmandakiya,iv. 32
.Sm{'mm.r:, i, 78-80; Yd}naﬂa!ky«,s 313; Vi kwdlyﬂmrfa {by Somadeva

Siri), xi. 43, 44 Wra&ua-:fmmidem) of. J. 4. 0. S, xiii. 156,

Y Ram.,\. sargas 8f. Here Vasistha is expressly mcnmnr.d as officiating
as Bmkman priest.

¥ Bbid, i 18, 21-4.  Cf. Ragluvamia, iii. 18 for the petformance of
Raghu's mmMm rites by the royal priest.

¥ Ram., vu 128.
4 MB& iv. 4 51, é:, with Nilakanthas commentary.
MBA, xii. 40. 1 § MBh., il 33. 32-5.

" See the first paragraph of this chapter.
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first position ; but an exception seems to have been made in
favour of Vyasa, in view perhaps of his relationship to the
Pandavas and his deeper scholarship.! In the horse-sacrifice
performed by the emperor Bali, his Purokite Sukracirya,
figures as its Brakman priest.? Garga was askéd by Vasudeva
to perform the naming ceremony of his sons Balarima and
Srikrspa because he was the domestic priest of the Yadavas
and versed in sacred lore and astrology.®

The Purokita is sometimes appointed to be the prince's Tutorial ;

‘tutor (gwra) for instructing*him in the sdstras and conducting
the nccessary rites up to citda-karana* (tonsure). It is the
Acarya who performs his wupauayana (investiture with the
sacred thread) and thereby undertakes his education thence-
forward.” The Purokita at times happens to be both the
Gruru and the Acdrya, as instanced in the case of Vasistha
completing all the rites of Dasaratha’s sons up to the upana-
yana inclusive.” Sukracirya, the domestic priest of Hiranya-
kasipu appears as appointed by the king to conduct the
education of his sons Prahlada and others in the first capacity
of Guru’

The royal priest nowhere appears as a judge in a court of Panitery
justice. * According to Apas‘tamba,‘ cases of non-observance
on the part of Ardkmana householders of penances prescribed
by the Aedrya for breaches of caste-rules according to sacred
law were referred by the king to his Purokita for trial, The
latter issued a fresh order for compliance with the proper
penances, and, if this order was still disobeyed, the offenders
were brought to reason by penalties other than corporeal
punishment and servitude. The Purokita, according to
Vasistha again, has to share with the king penances for certain

' Sudharman was the Pwrokita of the Kauravas (M B4, xii. 4o, 5, with

NEI%m;n;ha’s commn_ailtary)‘._

Yhdgavata-Purana, viil. 23, 14
! Ibid., x. 8. 1-6.
 Manu, ii. 142; Ydjravalkya,i. 34
® Manuy ii. 140; Ydjiavalkys, i. 34. For the duties of upddiydya

(sub-teacher) and pfzij (sacrificial priest), see Manw, ii. 141, 143, and
Yajiavaltya, i 35. .
< Rdm., 1. 18. 22-5, with Rimdnuja's commentary.

1 Bhigavata-Purana, vii. 5 1ff.
¥ Atastamba, ii. 5. 13~16.
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prescribed cases of miscarriage of justice, viz. if the latter sets
free a criminal €eserving punishment, or punishes an innocent
man.!

The Purohita is appointed at times to carry on negotiations
between the sovereign and other parties for various purposes,
political or otherwise. King Drupada of Paficila, for mstance]-
sent his Purokita as dita to the Kurus with a politica
message,” and, on a previous occasion, to the Pandavas, to
ascertain particulars about their parentage with a view to. his
daughter’s marriage.” To cite a later instance, Suddhodhana
sent his Purokita to Dandapani to negotiate the’ marriage
between the latter’s daughter and Gautama.!

The royal priest is never a minister (manirin) ex officio,
either in the Vedic period or later, though there is no bar to
the combinaﬁon of the two functions in the same person except
the " practical difficulty it involves. The duties attached to
each of these offices are heavy enough, and their amalgamation
would but make it impossible for a single person to perform
the combined duties efficiently. The two offices appear
separate from the lists of offices of the Vedic period;* and
there is no evidence on record pointing to their identity in
earlier times. The Vedic state-council was not so exclusive as
it was in later times, and, even if it were so, the presence of
the Purohita there, as also in the secret conclave of the later

, epic and the Pauranic periods, might not bave been productive
"of any positive evil; but the practice appears to have been

‘otherwise. So far as the evidences go, nowhere is he seen to
occupy, or recommended to have, a seat in the state-council,.
though the use of the same name Sabki both for the royal
court and the state-council may give rise to this misleading
impression. The non-didactic portions of the Makabhirata
show the kings arriving at important decisions in mattegi of
State without much regard for Brghmagic or ministerial
advice, and much less, if at all, for that of their Purokitas®

Y Vasistha, xix. 40~43. MBA., v.5.18,

8 MBh, 1. 103. 14~17.

¢ Lalitavistara [transl. by R. L. Mitra (Bibl. Indica)), ch. xii, P 203

?Sm the chapter * Evolution of the Principal State-Officials’,
See the chapter ¢ The State-Council "
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The didactic parts of the epic recommend complete depen-
denee? of the sovereign upon his Purokite. We are not in
a position to infer from this recommendation, as Prof. Hopkins
has done,? that it indicates the wholesale subjcction of the
sovereign o the former's will _Lrl_gj_ma:te,ts.__mdmir.n.g
political. Had it been so, references of political questions by
m to the members of the state-council, regarded by
Hindu statesmen from very early times as of paramount
necessity for the conduct of govegrnment, would not have-
found a plaa:e in the works dn polity. The royal priest was
no doubt inuch respected by the king, and his opiniong also

carried weight in the latter's estimation. But versed as the
Purohita was in the rules of polity, he knew Well the limitg {0-

—the ;rﬁﬁiﬁs_dmics&which would have rendered it a trans-

gredsion on his part to thrust his politia_views_- upon_they
sovereign, and to try to deflect him from the course incumbent
‘the king could consider any resolution after it had been
passed, and suggest to the councillors any alteration that he
might think fit, and that according to Yijfavalkya the resolu-
tion had actually to be referred to the royal priest for his
opinion. ‘This does not mean, however, that under the rules
an opening was left for the king at this stage of deliberation
to decide upon any course of action he liked, or give effect to
the advice of the royal priest in opposition to the resolution
of the council. The reference of the resolution to the royal
priest was, it should Be held, not for giving him an opportunity
of setting it aside, or changing it as he pleased, but fory
judging of the time and place of the contemplated action and
such other matters connected therewith from the astrological
point of view. Under the circumstances, though the royal .,
pri ercised much influence with the king, yet he was
debarred under the constitution from prevailing over him to
follow in political nfatters decided on by the state-council ;
a course of action that ran counter to the advice of the political
councillors. So long as the state-council existed, able to
exercise its prescribed powers, it cannot be fairly held tHaty,
7 1 e.g MBh., i. 170. 77, 78 1 1. A 0.5, xiii. 155
10 E
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the monarch was but a puppet in the hands of the royal
priest in State matters!? The causes of extension of the
authority of the Brakmanas are to be sought not so much in
the influence, directly exerted upon the king by the royal
priest, 1o which there was a constitutional bar, as in the
powerful hold of the Bréhmanas upon the intellect of the
nation, of which the king and his ministers were but
individual members. Anything that would tend to detract
from that authority would as a rule be repulsive to their
thoughts and feelings as well as'to the public gpinion reared
and moulded under the Brahmanic culture. The interference
of the royal priest, therefore, in the business of the state-
council for the preservation or extension of Brahmanic
interests was not necessary in view of the wider and more
powerful forces that were at work outside the council to
procure the very same objects.

The above limit to his constitutional pbwers does not mean
that the personal influence wielded by the royal priest and
the reverence commanded by him were not very great. He
and all his confréres were looked upon as divinities * in human
form. As a depositary of knowledge and wlsdom, he was
recommended to be the king’s guide, conﬁdant and com-
panion.” He was looked upon as a source of strength to the
State, and his very appointment to the Purokita-ship, not to
speak of his active participation in the duties attached to it,
were regarded as conducive to the progperity of the realm.*
Side by side with this reverence for the domestic priest is
found a counter-current of feeling—not perhaps very strong—
tending to belittle him. He is put in Manu® in the middling
rank of the states caused by activity (rajas),and his position is
looked upon as a curse in the Makabharata® But on the
whole his influence predominated and grew ever greatelif

L qu,the b& of the above inferences, see the chapter { The State-
Co‘m_als:];lu. point has been adverted to in the last cha

3 LA 0.8, xii. 152; Basdhdyana, i. 10. 18. ',.7,

! Cf. Vasistha, xix. 4 Mm xii.

@ MBA., xiv. g3 130 Muir, Samskri? Texts,i. 128, ande.O 8., xiii.
16¢.



CHAPTER IV
REGAL SUCCESSION

THE selection of the eldest son as successor to the kingdom The
‘rappears to h‘ave been the hormal mode of disposition in ’:;‘;:Lf
ancient times. A review of the lists of kings of the Solar and disposi-
Lunar dynastics as given in the epics and Phrdnas shows that Y
the eldest son as a rule succeeded his father as heir to the
kingdom, while deviations are noticed in cases in which the-
eldest son became civilly dead or legally incapable through.
physical defects. Among the six sons of Nahusa of the Lunar
Race, the second, named Yayati,succeeded to the kingdom in
place of the eldest, Vati, who had turned an ageetic! Pandu
became king because his elder brother Dhrtarastra was blind.
when the succession became open.

In Rama's case, the normal rule had almost been carried Rama’s
into effect When Dasaratha proposed to have Rama formally 3.2 o
declared as his successor in the presence of the priests, nobles) from the
and the people, who cheerfully assented to the proposak ’,’:{:"1
The installation of Bharata as crown-prince to the exclusion
of Rama, thé eldest brother, at Kaikeyi’s instance is an
exception to the norfnal rule. This deviation was only possible
for the reason that Rima himself] the subject of the exclusion,
instead of making any protest like Laksmana, voluntarily gave,
up his right. Otherwise, the citizens would have risen in I;mmfs
revolt against the commission of an act not sanctioned bY caatin
practige. There had been such an outburst of active opposi- :?mﬂ:ﬂw
tion when Yayati, a king of the Lunar Ra’declared his
intention to make Puru, his youngest son, heir in supersession of+

#

Nore.—For Prof. Hopkins' writings on the subject, see . 4. 0. S, xiii. -
139-4, and for Papdit Jagannitha Tarkapaficinan's, ses Colebrooke's ;
¢ ] y i 4:&—-]90 [reprinted separately in the Asiatic Annwal Register; ii.

1 34511
3 H:m'wpglfa,m. 1-3.

Ez2
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the cldest, Yadus The citizens in a body headed by the
priests came to the king and protested against his action,
+A younger son cannot overstep the elder; this we make
known to thee; sec that thou do thy duty’, The king
mollified them by saying, ‘ A son who disobeys his father is
looked upon by sages as no son at all. All my sons have
slighted and disobeyed me, whereas Puru alone has carried out
my wishes, The sage Sukra also enjoined me to declare as
heir the son who would obey me.+ Hence I entreat you to
have Puru installed as heir.” The people were gonvinced, and:
submitted, saying that, as Puru was obedient to him and
Sukra had sanctioned the king’s action, they had nothing to
say. This shows that the king could not make an arbitrary
‘disposition of his kingdom. The king’s will was not law in
this matter, and the people retired, not because of his will, but
because of his reasoning, which convinced them.l

The account of Devipi and Santanu in its epic form * may
be cited to show the strength of the people’s decision in its
conflict with the will of a king to interfere with the established
rules of succession. Pratipa, a Kuru king, had three sons,
Devipi, Balhika, and Santanu. The eldest suffered from skin-
disease (fwagdesa), but he was much beloved by alll The king
desired to install him as his heir-apparent, and made all
-preparations therefor ; but the people opposed, The priests,
the seniors, and the inhabitants of the city and the country in
a sudden uprising objected to have a leper as sovereign, and
they succecded in making good their objection without a word
of displeasure on the part of the king. The youngest son,
therefore, was installed as heir-apparent, while the eldest son
retired into the woods, the second son having already left the
realm,” and having been adopted by his maternal uncle.

* MBh., i g‘: 17-35; V. 149, 2-13; Vignu-Purdna, iv. Io. Iff;
Vayu-Purana, Xciil. 74-87 ; Harivamia, xax.

¥ MBhk., v. 149. 14-29.

* There are several accounts of Devipiand Santanu. Ih the Bg- Veda,
x. g8. 11, the brotherhood of the two persons does not appear. The
MNirubta account (il to) relates that got himself anointed,
whereupon a drought ensued. This was attributed by the Bréfmanas to
his having superseded his elder brother, Santanu therefare affered the
kingdon to Devapi, who declined it, but, acting as domestic priest, obtained
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Vasistha's speech to Rama in the Ramdyana corroborates vasiytha's
the above mode of disposition of the kingdom. ‘Among all speech-
the descendants of Iksviku, the first-born becomes king; you
are the firsi;born, O Rama, and should be consecrated to the
kingdom. A younger brother should not be installed as king
to the exclusion of the elder. You should not reject this
prescriptive law followed by your family.’!

Even if this speech be taken as pointing to a practice
confined to the Iksvaku dynasty, ,and not genmeral in its
application, it cannot but be®admitted that this practice has
been followed by the dynasty for no less than fifty-five
generations. '

Manthard's words addressed to Kaikeyi regarding Rama’s Manthari's
consccration agree with Vasistha's speech. ‘Rama will be 2%i% ol
king and his son after him. Kaikeyi! Bharata will be
excluded from the royal race. All the sons of a king do not
remain in the kingdem. If they are made to do so, it leads
to a very great harm. Therefore, kings commit the affairs
of government to their cldest sons, or to others qualified
(i.e. according to the commentary, the competent younger
sons, if the eldest son be incompetent).’* Among the sons,
the seniof, it appears, is chosen as heir by his father, the
reigning sovereign, for, according to Manthard's assertion,
all the sons together cannot get the kingdom without giving
rise to a very great harm. In support of her statement that
harm ensues if all the sons remain in the kingdom, she points
out that ‘Rama, after his installation as king, will either
banish Bharata or kill him’.*

Kaikeyi's statement that ‘Bharata also will surely receive Kaikeyi's
the hereditary kingdom from Rama after the lapse of a “**™™
hundred years’ does not appear to point to any regular
succession of the brothers to the kingdom every hundred
rain for him. The epic and later accounts give two divergent stories.
According to one, Devapi was passed over for hisle , while according
to the other, for his asceticism in youth. V. / 1. 378; also Hopkins,

J-A.0. 8, xiii. 140 n. 1 quote here only one reference to Devipi's
exclusion through asceticism, viz. Bhdgavafa, ix. 22. 12, 13. Though
there are differences in the accounts, their bearing, if at all, is on the one

or the other rule of succession,
1 i 110, 35-7. ® il B. 22-4. 3 Jbid., 23.
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years by rotation, but to Kaikeyi's confident expectation, born
of her good opinion of Rama’s nature, that, ruling, as he will
do, the kingdom with paternal benignity towards his younger
brothers, he cannot but install Bharata as his heir, be it at the
end of even a hundred years.! The ruling of a kingdom by
brothers in rotation has, so far as we see, nowhere been
recorded as having taken place in the dominions of the Solar
and Lunar kings in ancient times; and there is no reason to
suppose that Kaikeyi is pointing to an actual mode of succes-
sion instead of a mere sanguine expectation.

* Pandit Jagannitha Tarkapaficinan draws out some rules
of succession inferentially from the royal succession in the

+ Ramdyana, and from the silence of Misra and other legal

authorities on the point. Dasaratha, he argues, declared to

commit his kingdom to Rima, in the presence of Vasistha

and many other sages, as well as the citizens at large, which,
according to him, shows that he had the*power to give away

the whole of his kingdom to the eldest son to the exclusion

of his other virtuous sons. But, afterwards, excluding Rima

and the rest, he gave away the entire kingdom to Bharata,
as a boon to Kaikeyi. This also, according to himt points to

vthe king’s power of giving away his kingdom to a younger

son in supersession of the eldest without any offence on the

part of the latter. Such a disposition of the kingdom by

a king according to his own sweet will is held by him to have-
the tacit sanction of judicial authorities like Mjsra and others;

for the gift of a kingdom is not included Ly them in their lists

of invalid gifts.

He puts forward one other argument in support of the
king's power of disposition of his kingdom, not only to one
of his sons, but also to others mentioned below. He starts
with the proposition that a father has absolute power to give
away even thé person of his son, from which he draws the
inference that it is not proper to assert that the father cannot,
without the assent of the excluded son (or sons), give away

Luii, 8. 16, and Raminuja's commentary thereon. Pandit Jagannatha
Tarkapaficinan's remarks (Colebrooke's Diges? i. 417) are obscure, and
it is difficult to be certain what inferences he draws from the passage.
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immovable property not yet owned by him (or them). The
inference is pushed to its farthest logical limits. The king,
he argues, can, in exercise of his aforesaid absolute power,
give away.the kingdom to his daughter’s son, or other remote
heir, or even to a stranger, to the exclusion of his sons though
devoid of offence, there being no special prohibition nor
usage to the contrary. But no father, he adds, who dis-
tinguishes right from wrong would be so disposed.
In all these cases of exclusion of virtuous sons, the king
their father is bound to make provision for their subsistence.l
In the last three cases of disposition by a subordinate king
of his kingdom, viz. to a daughter's som, remote heir, or
stranger, the paramount sovereign has, according to Pandit
Jagannatha, the right to interfere. He can, of his own accord,
set aside the dispositions, and give the whole kingdom to one
of the sons of the subordinate king without meaning any
injury to the rests for a paramount sovereign is equal to
a father, But if the paramount sovereign be asked by the
cxcluded sons to do them justice, and he sets aside the
disposition, but, without choosing a particular son as king,
leaves the matter to be disposed of according to law, then,
in the offfnion of the aforesaid author of the Digest, it does
not appear consistent with the reason of the law that onc of
the sons should take the whole kingdom without the assent
of the rest.
The above position of Pandit Tarkapaficinan does not Criticism
appear to be sound'law for the following reasons: .'}',f,::*"‘ i
(1) From the constitutional point of view 3, the promise ofililntnl

! For details regarding ‘subsistence’, see subsequent portions of this
chapter. ;

9 The paragraph, which I have made out asabove, is extremely obscure,
1ts context alone helps to some extent to clear up its meaning.

* To understand the legal significance of the chapters bearing on this
subject, we should not study the passages apart from tfeir relation to the
general trend of the whole argument and apart form the context and the
special circumstances in which the passages occur. The conversation
between Rama and Laksmana is a better index to the main points at issue
than the conversation of Rima with his mother. To his mother, Rima
merely speaks words of obedience and tonsalation governed by his sacred
relationship to them. To Laksmana, he applics arguments which ‘may
satisfy a logical mind that is fully alive to legal rights, which the latter is
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Dasaratha to Kaikeyi regarding kingship is itself invalid.
That promise cannot override the constitutional law of succes-"-
sion. Itis purely a private domestic matter, which can havev
no influence on such an important public matter as the succes-
sion to the throne.

Pandit Tarkapaficanan supposes that Kaikeyi secured the
succession of Bharata in supersession of the legal heir-apparent,
Rima, on the strength of the promise of which she took an
undue advantage, and the legal inference he draws from this
is that the king has constitutionally the power to give effect
to his mere wishes, whims, or promises regarding the succession
in contravention of the normal constitutional practice. Was
Bharata's succession really hrought about by the promise of
Dasaratha to Kaikeyi? I hold that it was not so. If we
consider all the circumstances in that truly complex situation
from the strictly legal standpoint, we shall find this incontro-
vertible, fundamental fact standing out cleas and definite frumn
the maze of confounding events, viz. that it was Rama's
willing and cheerful resignation of his right to the crown-
princeship that really paved the way for another. For that
crown-princeship, Rima alone was pre-eminently eligible by
both nature and custom; and unless the legal incumbent, of
his own accord, gives up the right, the way is barred for
anybody else. What led Rama to this voluntary self-sacrifice
is another matter, which belongs to the domain of morality
and religion, and has no constitutional significance whatever.
The whole epic, indeed, is based on this supreme act of self--
sacrifice on the part of Rima—a self-sacrifice which was not
forced upon him by the mandate of an autocratic sovereign,
but was the spontaneous outcome of Rima’s unfettered,
individual decision which placed some things higher than
an earthly kingdom. The credit of this self-sacrifice belongsi
wholly and exclusively to Ramacandra, the hero of the epic,
who took upon himsell the load of uatold suffering to save
his father from the sin of violating his ¢ plighted troth’. This

even prepared to assert by force of arms. In the light of what has been
explained above are to be interpreted passages like those, which may
otherwise be misleading : ii. 20. 30; 21. 30.
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lends its charm and ethical value to the epic, of which it is
indeed the starting-point. To ignore this is to forget the
- very basis on which the epic rests, and is to misunderstand
utterly the character of the hero.

To sum up: Dasaratha was legally incompetent to make
or keep any promise in respect of succession. \When Kaikey1
extorted Dasaratha’s sanction to Bharata's succession, Rama-
candra was the only person who could secure its observance,
‘and he cheerfully sacrificed himself to prevent his father’s fall
from truth. To regard him s the victim of Dasaratha’s abso-
lute power both as father and sovereign, as the learned Pandit
supposes, is, I repeat, to misunderstand thé epic and to lose
sight of the real point of the law.

#(2) The people at large as a constitutional factor have been
altogether ignored.

(3) The legal authorities are silent on regal succession.
They treat of the *validity or otherwise of gifts of various
sorts, but omit, as Pandit Tarkaparicinan mentions, to speak
of ‘the gift of a kingdom by a king’. The instances of
succession furnished by ancient Sanskrit literature, so far as
I see, give us cases which only to a smail extent make up for
the silence of the legal texts. Nearly all of them illustrate
the devolution of kingdom on the eldest or other sons of the
retiring or deceased sovereign, and not on daughter's sons,
other remote heirs, or strangers. The silence of legal authori-
tics cannot be construed into a support of Pandit Tarka-
paficinan’s posmon, while the absence of recorded instances
of such cases leaves us quite ‘n the dark as to what the
law was.

(4) The inference from the premiss that a father, as having
‘power to give away the person of his son’, has also by
implication power to give away immovable property (even
supposing that the kingdom is an immovable property to
which the son has a prospective right) without his consent
may be sound logically, but not legally; for law is often
a negation of logic.

(5) The attribution of powers of disposal, in two different
classes of cases, to the paramount sovereign, who is szid to
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&

stand s loco parentis, is a very far-fetched extension of the
previous inferences, in support of which again no law or
example has been quoted.

Profesor  The position as it now stands agrees with the conclusion

m‘iﬁn drawn by Professor Hopkins: ‘If there are two (or more)
sound sons, the king had no allowed right to select other
than the eldest as heir. and, if he exceeded his right in this
i regard, the people openly and threateningly called him to
account for his departure.,

As to the order of succession, therefore, no ancient work,
so far as I see, throws any light on any other than the very
first group of heirs, viz. the king’s sons.

Idis=  As regards legal incapacity arising from physical defects,
:u:;f'h;‘f we meet with examples of blindness and leprosy operating’
as grounds for exclusion from the throne. The case of
Dhrtarastra is an instance of the former disability? and
Devipi of the latter. .
Criticism  Professor Hopkins holds that these physical defects were
f;g& not felt to be an infrangible legal bar, drawing this inference,
Hopkins' T suppose, from the following facts regarding Dhrtarastra and
opinion
regarding  Dyumatsena (father of the well-known Satyavat, husband of
leghl Iis- Savitri?): Dhytardistra after his brother Pandu’s death wielded
political power virtually as a king for some time, and Yudhi-
sthira was consecrated to Yawwvardjya (crown-princeship) a
year alter his father Pandu's decease® This consecration to
crown-princeship is an anomaly, and appears to have been
dictated by policy on the part of Dhrtardstra and his sons.
Yudhisthira ought to have been installed as a full-fledged
king, and not as a mere crown-prince or successor to a
-kingdom not yet to hand. The tender age of the heir of the,
deceased king was no bar to his coronation. Janamejaya,
for instance, was a mere child at his father's death, and yet

! ‘Dhrtarastras tv acaksustvad rajyam na pratyapadyata' {i.e. Dhrta-
rialra did not get the kingdom for his blindness) M54, i. 109. 25.
J A 0.5, xill. 144 ; also p. 143.
? See MBk., i 139. 1 fl. Prof. Hopkins regards it as an act of
righteousness on Dhrtardstra’s part to have Yudhisthira installed as crown-
nce. He does not seem to notice that by this the latter was given
ess than his due.
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ahe was installed as Zing. Yudhisthira's consecration to the
crown-princeship does not relatively imply kingship in
Dhrtarastra. He was never formally crowned as such, and
whatever power he wielded as king of the whole ancestral
kingdom was reserved to himselfypartly by force and clevery
ness and partly by his relationship to Yudhisthira, who, out
of respect, was reluctant to oppose his uncle’s will. The slow
process in which the right law asserted itself and the seeming
submission of the people for some time to Dhrtaristra’s
yoke should not be constried into an acknowledgement that
congenital blindness was not an infrangible legal disability.
In disputes between princes and kings, there is no tribune
for administering a speedy justice; atd if the law remains in
abeyance for a time, the abeyant state of things should not be
mistaken for the lawful one. It is therefore incorrect to hold
that Dhrtarastra reigned as sovereign of the paternal kingdom
in spite of his phy$ical defect.

It is equally incorrect to draw the same conclusion from
facts regarding Dyumatsena. He was king of the Salva*
kingdom, became blind in course of time, and was dethroned
by a usurper. The minister after some time slew the usurper,
upon wliich the people went to the forest hermitage, where
the king had taken refuge, to fetch him to his dominions, say-
ing, ‘ Blind or not, he will be our king.'" The account says
that he had already been restored to sight, about which the
people knew nothing.® It-was therefore actually a case of
restoration to kingdom of a king without any physical defect.
Even if the king had been blind at the time of his restoration,
it would not have constituted an illustration sufficient to
justify Professor Hopkins' inference. It does not speak of
either congenital blindness or even blindaess prior to accession
to the throne. The king appears to have reigned after he
had turned blind and before he was dethrohed. This only
shows 1ha't a physical defect of the kind arising subsequently}

) MBR, . 44 13_7' ; 2o ;

1t was near Kuruksetra (see M B4, iv. 1, 1 ff.), comprising portions of
the territories of Jodhpur, Jaipur, and Alwar. (Mr. N. L, Dey's: Geo-
Lraphical Dictionary, znd ed., in the press.)
¥ MBh, iii. 293. 7-9; 298 3~9.
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to the opening of succession cannot deprive a king of the
kingdom already vested in him.!

We now turn to the question of the sons who though
virtuous are excluded from the throne to make room for the
eldest. It has been alreadgistated that the king their father
is bound to make provision for their subsistence. This sub-
sistence does not mean ‘barely enough to support life’, for
a man may support life on leaves, roots, and the like; nor
does it mean an ‘appanage. that would enable him to live like
the brother upon whom has devolved the kingdom'. The
subsistence should, therefore, mean enough for a decent
living.?

Though this is the general rule, we find some provision
made for the excluded princes. The descriptions in the
Puranas relating to the devolutions of kingdoms are generally
silent as to such provisions, mentioning the name of the crown-
prince as such and either only stating balely those of the
other princes or giving their total number without reference
even to their names. We have to gather our information,
therefore, from the occasional cases in which the descriptions
cither in the Paurdnas or other Sanskrit works are more
detailed. B

The kind of provision most considerate towards the excluded
princes is found in the case of dispositions in favour of Rama's
sons and nephews. The two sons of Bharata were installed
kings of Taksasila and I'uskalavata in Gandhara conquered

“by Bharata,® the twosons of Satrughna, kings of Madhura and

Vaidisa, the former having been subjugated by Satrughna,*

! Kings Kalmisapida and Kalaia were not deprived of their vested
kingdoms on account of disabilities, (See M.BL., 1. 176, for Kalmasapada,
and Séando-Purdna, Nagara-Khanda, xlix, for Kalasa.) Vena was
attacked with leprosy, for which he also was not deprived of his vested
kingdom. (See Cunningham, Adncient Geography of India, p. 336,
referring to the Frsnu-Purdns, The Standa-Purdna, Ndgara-Khanda,
Lexxiil, alludes to the disease, and, unlike the above account, describes it
as having proved fatal to Vena.). *

* See Colebrooke’s Digest, i. 419, 420.

* Ram., vii, 101, 11; for the conquest of Gindhdra by Bharata, see
ibid., 4~11. .

¢ Rém,, vii. 108. g-11 ; for the conquest of Madhura by Satrughna, see
Ibid., Ixix. 36 .; Ixx. 1 fi.
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while the two sons of Laksmana, kings of two cities in Kiru-
patha newly subdued’by Bharata and Lakgmana! In the
case of Rama's two sons, Kusa and Lava, the former, the
first-born, obtained Southern Kosala. comprising Ayodhy3,
while Lava, Northern Kosala withedts chicf town at Sravasti
From this it appears that Rima's nephews were given regions
that were accretions to the paternal kingdom, Only as regards
Vaidida we do not find when it was subdued, but all the
other places were newly conquered. Rama’s nephews there-
fore obtained regions, not @ mere estates from which to draw
their appanages, but as kingdoms of which they were conse--
crated kings; but these regions were not part of the ancestral
kingdom. In regard to Rama's sons, the younger was given
a portion of the hercditary kingdom while the elder the
remainder. The portion of the elder was of course the more
important, being superior in extent and riches, and contain-
ing the metropolissof the former empire. The most striking
feature of this provision is division of the ancestral kingdom.
Kusa does not obtain the ancestral kingdom 7z fofo, but has
to part with a portion, of which his brother is installed the
king.?

A sechhd kind of provision is met with in some accounts
of Yayati's sons. It has been already explained how the
youngest of them, Puru, succceded his father to the exclusion
of his elder brothers. To these excluded princes were allotted
‘portions of the empire, where they ruled, but under the
control of Puru. ‘It is not clear whether they were placed
there as viceroys of Puru, or as tributary princes. Some of

¥ Rém.vii. 102 ; for conquest of Karupatha by Bharata and Laksmana,
see bid.

* Rén, vii. 107, 17.

3 This kind of provision appears to have beer made for the sons of
King lksvaku (B4, xiv. 4. 3, 4), as also for those of King Uparicara
ii. 63, 2g-32). o .

* The Bhdganata-Purina (ix. 19, 21-3) mentions the following allot-
ments, viz, south (i.e. of the empire) to Yadu, west to Turvasu, south-west
to Druhyu, and north to Anu. Puru was installed emperor of the ' whole
worid" and the elder brothers were placed under his control,

The Vispu-Purdna (iv. 10, 16-18) mentions in substance the same
arrangement, but is not so explicit. Some of the Purdsas refer ogly to

the allotments to the sons without alluding to the superior controlof Puru,
e.g. Viyw, xciii ; Hartvamia, xxx.
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the accounts are silent as to the superior control of Purn over
his brothers, from which we may hold 'that the elder brothers
were independent of the youngest. If this was the case, it
was the same as that in regard to Rama’s sons and nephews.
Had it been otherwise, i.e.;Puru holding the superior control,
we can differentiate it as a second kind of provision for the:
excluded princes.

A third kind of provision is one in which no portion of the
kingdom is given to the,princes as appanage. They live
jointly with their royal brother, the State bearing all their
expenses. We notice this in the case of the fiye Pandavas.

The evi- Though the ancient texts do not furnish express rules for

m;z, regal succession, the Rdja-Dharma-Kaustubka,! a later San-

Dharma-  skrit work, enters into a discussion of the subject thus:

Kans- s .

Juhbia o (1) Of the many classes of sons of a king, viz. aurasa,

regal suc- ksetraja, dattaka, kririma, gadhotpauna, apaviddha,

' kanina, salodha, krita, paunarbhava, svayamdatia, and

ddsa, the last three are excluded from kingship, the
remaining nine have right to inherit the throne in the
order of their enumeration.?

(2) If the eldest son of the senior queen be junior to that of
a junior queen, the former cannot be superseded,

(3) Of the two princes born of two queens at the same
moment, the son of the senior queen will have ¢
preference.

(4) Of twins, the first-born obtains priority.

(5) and (6) A prince with organic defect'is always excluded
from the throne. giving place to the one next to him in
seniority, The latter’s line continues on the throne in
spite of the existence of able-bodied sons of the excluded
prince. Provision should be made for the maintenance
of the excluded princes and their families.

Termsof  Kingship held for a certain term appears to have been the
\ practice in a few countries in early times. szere were
oclennial, triennial, annual, and even diurnal tenures, at the

1 The manuscript is in my possession. The subject is dealt with in the
befinmpg of pt. iil.
This statement is based on the Kd/fkd-Purdna, bexxviii, 34-7.
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end of 'which the monarch was either deposed, put to death, or
passed through some substituted ceremony. The reign of the
ancient Spartan‘kings‘appears to have been limited to eight
years, the term being perhaps determined by the octennial
cycle of the early Greek calendars, whiclf attempted to
reconcile solar and lunar time.! The same seems to have been
the term of regal office of the king of Cnossus in Crete. At
the end of each period, the king had to renew his sacred
powers by intercourse with the goghead at the oracular cave
on Mount Ida, without which he forfeited his throne? A
triennial tenurc of kingship was in vogue among the chiefs of
the Remon branch of the Ijebu tribe of Lagos in Southern
Nigeria. Traces exist of a custom of killing the kings of
Hawaii at the end of a year's reign,* while the Sacaea festival
at Babylon perhaps points to a similar practice among the
Babylonian kings.> The still more dreadful diurnal tenure of
kingship seems toshave been the practice in a certainkingdom
which still exists. In Ngoio, a province of the ancient
kingdom of Congo in West Africa, the custom is that the
person who is consecrated king should be put to death on
the night after his coronation. The head of the Musurongo
possessel the right of succession, but does not exercise it. and
the throne stands vacant.’ In cases like this, it may be
naturally supposed that people would be reluctant to exchange
their life for a short-lived glory on the throne, and the supply
of kings would be very meagre, or nil. To maintain a regular
supply, traces exist in legends of 2 custom of compelling men
to accept the fatal sovereignty.” In some races and at some
periods of history, the fear of death was not so great as we
suppose, and the recruitment of candidates for the fatal crown
was at no time a difficult matter. In many places, the rigour
of the acceptance of the deadly crown was softened by the
appointment of nominal kings during the substituted temporary ¢Nominal
abdications of the real kings, who would otherwise have been Moy,

1 Sir J. G. Frazer's Golden Bough, third ed. (henceforth indicated as
G.), pt. jii, pp. 58-68.

2 }JM, ’pp. 70, 7L, ! [bid., pp. 112, 113.

4 Ibid., pp. 117, 118. & Jbid., pp. 113~15.

¢ lbid., pp. 118, 119, ? Ibid., pp. 134-47.
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put to death.! The nominal kings were sometimes relatiohs
of the royal family—even the king's sons,¥nd were in many
instances put to death.?

Among many peoples there were no fixed termg of king-
ship, and sovertigns were killed on approach of old age or
failing health, e.g. to name only a few, among the people of
Congo, Fazoqgl on the Blue Nile, Unyoro and other parts of
Africa, the Ethiopians of Meroe, the Shilluks of the White
Nile.” ”

* The tenure of regal office was fied at twelve years in the
province of QQuilacare, about twenty leagues to the north-cast
of Cape Comorin. - There, an old traveller * records, a great
festival was held every twelve years in honour of an idol.
The kings of the province had no more than twelve years to
reign, i.e. the intervals between the festivals, On the day of
the jubilee, there assembled there innumerable people, and
much money was spent in giving food to Brdhmanas. A
wooden scaffolding was made, spread over with silken hang-
ings. After bathing at a tank with ceremonies and music, the
king came to the idol, prayed to it, mounted on to the
scaffolding, took some very sharp knives, and began to cut off
his nose, ears, lips, all his members, and as much flesh off him-
self as he could, until through loss of blood he began to faint,
when he finished himself ofl by cutting his throat himself.
During this sacrifice to the idol, the next candidate, who wished
to reign during the ensuing twelve years and undertake similar
martyrdom for love of the deity, had to be present. And they
raised him up from his place as king.

The Zamorin (lit. god on carth) of Calicut on the Malabar
coast had also to cut his throat in public at the end of a twelve
years' reign. This practice was modified towards the end of
the seventeenth century, according to Alexander Hamilton,
who did not personally witness the festival, but heard from

1 G, pt. iii, pp. 148~59. * Jbid,, pp. 160~95.

* [bid., pp. 14-46.

4 Jbid., pp. 46, 47, quoting Duarte Barbose, A Description of the Coasts
of Edst Africa and Malabar in the Beginning of the Sixteenth Century
(Hakluyt Society, London, 1866), pp. 172 ff.
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a distance the sound of guns fired day and night in connexion
with the ceremony, of which he has left an account.?

Mr. W. Logan, with the help of the reigning sovereign of
Calicut, examined, in the latter part of the nine'teenth century,
the records of these festivals as preserved in the royal archives.
From his description, we can have an accurate conception of
the modified practice that was in voguc up to 1743, when it
toek place for the last time® It was known as maki-makha
(Great Sacrifice). It took place every twellth year, when
Jupiter was in retrograde motion in the sign of the Crab, and
lasted twenty-eight days. The ceremony was obscrved with
great pomp at the Tirunavayi temple on the north bank of the
Ponnani River. From its western gateway a straight road
ran for half 2 mile to a high ridge with a precipitous bank, on
which were threc or four terraces. On the topmost terrace
the king took his stand on the last day of the festival. The
plain below swarhed with troops numbering about forty
thousand, gathered there to defend the king. The road
cutting across the plain from the temple to the king’s stand
was kept clear. It was barred by palisades on each side, and
long spears, held by strong arms and projected through the
palisade on cither hand, met in the middle of the road, making
a glittering arch of steel. When all was ready, the king
waved his sword, and a large chain of massy gold enriched
with bosses was placed on an elephant at his side. This
served as a signal, and the very moment a stir might be seen
near the gate of the temple. A number of swordsmen decked
with flowers and smeared with ashes stepped out of the crowd,
They had just partaken of their last meal on earth, and were
receiving the blessings and’ farewells of their friends. A
moment later, they were coming down the lane of spears,
winding, and writhing, and stabbing right and left at the
spearsmen, One after another they fell, some nearer the
king, some .farr.her off.

! Alexander Hamilton, *A New Account of the East Indies, in
Pinkerton's Voyages and Travels, viil. p. 374. (G., pt. iii, pp. 47, 48.)

* W, Logan's Malabar (Madras, 1887), i. 162-9. The writer describes
in particular the ceremony of 1653 when fifty~five men perished in their
attempt to kill the reigning sovereign in the manner described above.
(G, pt. iii, pp- 49-51).

ki1 F
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The next example cited by Dr. Frazer is from Bengal under
its Muhammadan rulers. Here, he has evidently been misled.!
The extract from the Zusak-i-Babari upon which he bases his
statement does not in fact refer at all to any cergmony like
that at Calicut.

The legend about King Vikramaditya of Ujjain, the ancient
capital of Malwa, has it that once on a time an arch-fiend
with a number of devils at his command took up his abode in
the city and began to devour the people. The city was fast
losing its inhabitants. To stop it, the pringipal citizens
requested the fiend to reduce his daily rations to one man
only, who would be duly delivered up to him. The demon
agreed, but stipulated that the person so delivered should
mount the throne and exercise royal powers for a day. The
names of the citizens were entered on a list, and every day one
of them in his turn ruled from morning to night and was
devoured by the fiend, Now, it happenefl that a caravan of
merchants from Gujrat halted on the banks of a river not far
from the city. They had a servant, who was no other than

! G, pt. iii, p. 51. The example has been cited from H, M. Elliot’s
History of India as told by its own Histovians, iv. 260, 261 (extract from
the Twsak-i-Bibari). The Twsak says,' It is a singular custom in Bengal
that there is little of hereditary descent in succession to the sovereignty. . . .
Whoever kills the king, and succeeds in placing himself on the throne, is
immediately acknowledged as king. All the amirs, wazirs, soldiers, and
peasants instantly obey and submit to him. . . . The people of Dengal say,
“"We are faithful to the throne ; whoever fills the throne, we are obedient
and true to him." As, for instance, before the accession of Nusrat Shah’s
father, an Abyssinian (Muzaffar S/4ah Habsal), having killed the reigning
king, mounted the throne and governed the kingdom for some time. Sultan
Alauddin killed the Abyssinian, ascended the throne, and was acknow-
ledged as kirg. After Sultan dlauddin's deaih, the kingdom devolved by
swccession to his som, who now reigned.’ John Dowson, the editor of
Elliot's work, wrongly thinks it to have been the custom among the
Muhammadan rulers of Bengal to succeed to the throne by killing the
reigning sovereign, and parallels it with the Malabarian custom just now
described. (See Elliot, of. 2, p. 260n.) This bas evidently misled
Dr. Frazer. The ahove instance from Bengal is no custom at all. Itis
but a disorderly state of royal succession. Any one who happened to have
had power in hend, and managed to kill the ruler, was obeyed by the
State officials and the people, because they had no other alternative. It
would be observed also that Sultan Alauddin was succeeded by his son in
the normal way. Had there been a custom like that of Malabar,
a céremony for killing Sultan Alauddin ought to have been held, In fact
there was no such ceremony that we hear of, and it was never observed
by any of the Muslim rulers of Bengal.
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Vikraniaditya. To be brief, the next day, a potter's son was
being carried in great pomp to the royal palace to rule for
a day and die. Vikramaditya, on entering the city, saw the
spectacle gnd proposed to accept the fatal sot;ereignty in his
stead. The demon came to devour him as usual, and, after
a terrific combat, was compelled by Vikramiditya to quit
the city, never to return. Thenceforth Vikramaditya was
accepted as sovereign by the people.!

It is difficult to gauge the amount of truth round which the
legend has grown up. According to Dr. Frazer, the persistence
of bloody rites at Ujjain, of which he gives an account, raises
a presumption that the tradition of the' daily sacrifice of
a king there is not purely mythical.? Reminiscences of defunct
customs survive in a diluted form in legends, The present
story, however, does not speak of any fatal periodical
ceremony attached fo kingship by the custom of the country.
Its principal poin® is ke daily slaying of a man, of whom
kingship is but an accident, an office that is fixed upon him
after his selection to meet death in his turn. The difference
between this story and the accounts noted already is very
great ; indeed, so great that it makes the question of affinity
between them a matter of doubt. If this difference be the
effect of extreme dilution of the ancient custom, of which the
legend is supposed to be a reflection, Dr. Frazer is right. If
not, it is risky to base on it the inference drawn by him.

It seems to have becn the custom at Bilispur in the Central Nominal
Provinces that after a rajah's decease, a Brikmana ate khir lé',‘]’fs;i
(a preparation of milk) out of the dead king's hand, and
occupied the gads for a year. At the end of the period, he
was given presents and dismissed from the territory, apparently
never to return. The spirit of the dead rajgh was believed to
enfer into the Brahmana after he had eaten the khsr, for he
was careftilly watched and not allowed to go away.?

"A similar custom is believed to be in vogue in the hill
states about Kangra in the Punjab.4

£ G., pt. i, pp. 122, 123, t Ibid, p

* G., pt. iii, p. 154, quoting Pwnjal Notes aud le'm iy pa 86, article
674 fMay, 1884). v

F2
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The custom of banishing the Brakmana who represents the
dead king at the beginning of the ensuing reign may, according
to Dr. Frazer, be a substitute for putting him to death.!

The ideas  Primjtive peoples sometimes believe that their gafety, and
;,':i',ypm' even that of thé world, are bound up with the life of the king,
rl‘:fi]::““_ whom they regard as a human incarnation of the divinity.
tlons. Naturally, they take the greatest care for his life, to prevent
the enfeeblement of his powers and their final extinction in
death. The only way to. avert these, they believe, is to kill
the man-god on the very appearince of symptoms of decay
and replace him by a vigorous successor to whom the soul of
the former king is transferred before it is seriously impaired or
has departed for good. Natural death means to them volun-
tary departure of the soul from the body and its refusal to
return, or, more commonly, its extraction therefrom, or deten-
tion in its wanderings by a demon or sorcerer.  Even capture
of the soul of the dying man-god and its (ransfercnce tu the
successor would not serve their purpose, for it would be
enfeebled by the wcakness and exhaustion of the body it
leaves, and could but drag out a miserable existence in any
new human frame supplied to it. Violent death of the king on
the appearance of signs of decay was supposcd to avert all
these evils, and was preferred to a natural onc. Some peoples
appear to have thought it unsafe to wait for even the first
symptom of decay, and have adopted a fixed term short enough
to ensure full vigour of life during its continuance. In some
places, this belief has been carried to an extreme, giving rise
1o such institutions as diurnal destruction of the king.?
Whether Of the Indian examples cited above, two appear to belong to
;T'ﬁzf'mmwhc Dravidian races of Southern India, The one regarding
Aryanshod Vikramaditya cannot be safely relied on, while the other from
such insll- Pengal is wide of the mark. The instances of nominal king-

! G., pt. ili, p. 154. In Cambodia and Siam, the temporary king ruled
for three days. For details of the institutions in these and other places,
see (5., pl. i, pp. 148-5g.

3 Jbid., pp. 9. 10, 46. The motives for regicide reproduced here are
doubted by Mr, Andrew Lang in his Magic and Religion. The one
suggested by hum, viz. old age as such, does not, I think, explain all the
cases.
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ship of Bilaspur and the hill-states about Kangra may imply
preceding fatal kingships, of which they are relics; but from
them it does not appear clearly whether they relate to Aryan
or non-Agyan races. The ideas that are supposed to, undet-
lie the institutions have about them an archaic stamp and may
date back to a remote antiquity, though the times when their
accounts were recorded are recent.  We do not find traces of
such institutions in carly Sanskrit literature in connexion with
the many cases of succession that are described at length. In
one place in the Ramayana’ already noted, Kaikeyi, in course
of her conversation with her maid-servant, seems at first sight
to speak of kingship termed for 2 hundred years; but it is
capable of another interpretation, which appears to be the
right one in vicw of the fact that nowhere within the ancient
Indo-Aryan political system do we meet with any such
custom.



CHAPTER V
THE EDUCATION OF THE PRINCE

The im- THE heavy responsibilities devolving on the monarch make
g“"‘:"h‘;‘z it of paramount necessity that ‘he should be, thoroughly
education  educated and trained in the art of government.

mviewol  From the hierarchy of the four castes and their respective
sponsi-  duties, it follows that the warrior-caste should always supply
bilities, . p :

The Hinda the society with competent rulers. The exercise of the regal

:;3 was  powers is not within the competency of the other three. The

of the Y duties of the Ksatriyas comprise, according to the Kantiliya,
ﬁ‘:ﬂﬂ adhyayana (study), yajana (performance of sacrifice), dana

(making gifts), Sastrdjiva (military life), and dlutaraksana
(protection of beings)! The last two items of duty are not-
prescribed for any of the other classes in a normal condition
of society,? though, under abnormal conditions and in excep-
tional cases, taking up arms or pursuit of the military profes-.
sion by the other castes is met with in literature.?

NoTE.—It is not my object to give an historical survey of the training

of 'the ancient Hindu princes, but only to bring out a few of its aspects.
1. iii, p. 7-

“ The occupations of a Brdhmana are: r}l] Adhkyayana (study),
(2) Adkyapana (teaching), (3) Yapna (performance of sacrifices),
(4) Vajana (officiating at others’ sacrifices), (5) Dana (making gifts), and
(6) Pratigrakae (acceptance of gifts from proper persons),. Those of
a Vafiya inelude (1), (3), (5), as also A7y (agricultural);"Pasugdlya
(cattle-rearing), and Famijva (trade). Cf. Manu, x 75 ff.

¥ Cf, MPBh, xii. 78. 33— The Brahmana by taking up arms does not
incur sin in three cases, viz, self-protection, quelling robbers and compelling
the other castes to betake themselves to their duties” In the Kaeugiliya
(IX. ii, p. 343), however, a quotation from the previous Acaryas as well as
Kautilya himself speaks of soldiers belonging to all the four castes. The
Mahdbharata (xii. 166. i:_) allows a Vaiiya to use weapons jn particular
circumstances. Cf. Swkra., ii. 276-80 (Prof. Sarkar's transl, S.B.H.);
Hopkins, /. 4. 0. 5., xiii, pp. 76 fl.

In the pre-epic period, we naturally find lesser hardening of caste-
divisions and greater mingling of caste-occupations. See V. J, ii. 249,
251, 260, 203, 334, 390; also Fignu-Purdpa, iv. 19, 16; MBk, xiii. 30,
and ix. 4o for attainment of BraAmana-hood by lower castes.
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Kautilya, in dealing with the education of the monarch, goes Kautilya's
upon the assumption that he is a Ksatriya. As an orthodox rrpni
Bralunana, he cannot but hold the opinion ; and if Candra-
gupta Maurya, whom he supported, was not really of K satriya
birth, he must have claimed to be and passed as such after
his victories as a warrior and assumption of sovereignty,’ on

‘the supposition, of course, that the Kantiliya is really to be
attributed to the minister of Candragupta.?

The education of the prince is entrusted to competentyThe lines
tutors from his infancy. After the ceremony of tonsure, which °f i

) | . education.
is pencrally® performed in his third year,” he is taught the:.

' On scanmng the dynastic lists of Himdu kings, we meet as a rule with
monarchs of Ksaériya blood up to the time of Mahdpadma Nanda, whose
reign according to the Fesnu-Purdng,iv.24.4,5,marked the end of Ksatriye
rule and the beginning of Sitdra kingship, Cl. Bkagdvata-Purana, xii. 1. 8.

This prophecy that there will he Sz kings after Mahdpadma Nanda
has been fulfilled to this extent, that thenceforth India has seen many
a monarch belonging jo castes other than A'safriya and the supremacy of
kings of foreign or nun-Aryan descent.  The Kanva dynasty (72-27 B.C.),
for instance, established by the Zrdhmans mmister Visudeva was of
Brilmanablood. The caste of Candragupta Maurya is somewhat obscure,
and if he be taken o have been related to the Nanda dymasty, he was
no doubt a S#dra with all his successors, But as one body of evidence
points to his o#dra origin, another, including the orthodox opinion of
Kautilya as to the proper caste for kings, points the other way. The truth
may perhaps be reached if we bear in mind that, on many occasions, the
business of kingship has preceded A'safr#ya-ship rather than the latter
preceding the former. This is animstance of the assimilative power of
Hindu society by which cluns or families, like some of the Hinduized
Bhars and Gonds who succeeded in winninyg chicftainship, to cite an
example of a recent date, were readily admitted into the frame of Hidu
polity as Asatriyas. (See V. Smith's farly Jindia, 3rd ed,, p]i:[322,4l3.)
So, whatever may have been the real origin of Candragupta Maurya, he
seems to have ranked as a Ksasriya (#bid., p. 408). The caste of the rest
of the ancient Hindu monarchs is more or less obscure, but it seems that
Pusyamitra and his successors were A'safziyas, also the famous Harsa,
so0 far as it can be guessed from his relationships. It appears that, in
many cases, the deviations from the orthodox rule that a ruler must be
a Asatriva were placed out of sight by the veneer of assumed A'safriya-
hood. In some of the Samhitas, a Siudra king is specially out of favour,
though, of course, the wielding of sceptre by a Brasmana or Vaiiya does
not receive its approval. The Maenn-Samhitd enjoins a Brdhmana not
to dwell in a country where the rulers are S#dras (Manu, iv. 61); cf, the
Vispu-Sanwuta (xxi. 64; Foy, Die é&'agﬁrﬂt Gewall, p. 8; Fick, Die
sociale Glrederung, pp. 83, 84; Roth, /. A. 0.5, 16, cexlii.

L/ ments against this view see Keith, /. R. 4. 5., 1916, pp. 130-7 ;
J- Jolly, Zeitschri Dentschen Morgeniandischen Gesellschaft, Ixviil.

elsew

355 1L, and
: Cf. Raghuvamia, iii, 28,
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alphabet (/#7) and arithmetic (sank/iyéna) ; and alter investi-
ture with the sacred thread, which takes place in the case of
a Ksatriya in his cleventh year,! he becomes qualified to
commence higher studies—the curriculum including :

(i) Trayi, ard Anviksiki, (i) Vartta, and (iii) Dandaniti?
the subjects under (i) being taught by eminent scholars (sistak)
those under (ii) by superintendents of government departments
(edhpaksal) having not merely a theoretical knowledge but
also a thorough practical experience of the subject, and those
under (iii) by theoretical mastcrs of statecraft (vaktarak) as
well as by practical statesmen (prayoktarak).

Besides these subjects, he had to hear daily from competent
professors the [fiikasa, which, as has been noted formerly,”
comprehends (a) Purdna, (b) Ttivrtta, (c) Akiyayika, (d) Uda-
harana, (¢) Dharmasidstra, and (§) Arthasistra’

Along with these, he was also given lessons in the military
art comprehending (i) Hastividya, (ii) Asvavidya, (iii) Ratha- :
vidyd, and (iv) Pralarapavidyd, i.c. the subjects bearing on
clephants, horses, chariots, and weapons respectively.

During the period of studentship the prince has to live the,
austerc life of a Bralmacarin. obscrving cclibacy and under
going the hardships involved in the study of the' different
subjects. His daily routine, as Kautilya records it, allots the
forenoon to the military exercises noted above, the aftcrnoon
to the hearing of the /#i/disa,and the rest of the day and night
to recciving new lessons (aparva-gralana), revising the old
ones (grhita-paricaya). and trying to mastér those not clearly
made out.*

The necessity for this rigorous discipline was well realized -
by the ancient Hindu statesman; for the prince could not be

v Manu,ii. 365 Vi, i 14; Asvaldyana-Grhya-Sitra,i. 19; Sankha-
yana-Griya-Sttra, ii. 1; Parastura-Griya-Satra, i, 2; Gobhila-Griya-

Sditra, li, 103 H:rzmyrrjm Urhya-Shtra, i. 1 Aﬂédxr@-brﬁrm.swra,
il 43 Jﬁutam&u-brﬁys-éu{m. iv. 10,

* For explanation of the subjects, see Chap.

* For explanation of the subjects, see fbtr.’ Cf Hopkinss /. A. (). 8.,
xiii. 110-12 for parallels in the epics,

* For the Ez\-c information, see Arfkaidsira, 1. v. p. 10. The
Kamandakiya and all the writers on polity lay great stress on the vinaya,

i. e. discipline of the prince and the cultivation of his latent faculties ; cf.
Raghuvamsa, iii. 29.
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a competent ruler without this period of disciplined probation.
The success of a well-educated and self-controlled sovereign is
thus indicated by Kautilya:

Vidyavinito raja hi prajanim vinaye ratah,

Ananyam prthivim bhurkte sarvabhitahite ratah.

(A king, well disciplined by education and bent on his
subjects’ government and the good of all living beings, can
enjoy the whole earth without a rival.)!

The period of studentship lasts 'up to the sixteenth year,
after whichethe prince performs the ceremony of godana on
the eve of his Return from School and enters into the next,
stage of his life by marriage.®

The prince now enters upon a more practical stage of his On com-
life, in which he is gradually brought into contact with all‘:,m:;,
-the difficult problems he will have to handle in his future the prince
position as king.,, He scems to have been charged with fi:;ﬁwnh
responsible duties in government departments, where he :_11‘{‘:‘:‘"
worked as a subordinate under the head of the particular
department in which he was placed for the time being.?

When found competent, he was made a commander of an
army, o an heir-apparent associated with the reigning
sovereign in the work of administration.

Kautilya discusses at length the steps to be taken by the Kautilya’s
king to correct a prince turning rebellious or morally perverse? forae
and also the means to be adopted by the latter if treated in eratic
a cruel and unbecoming manncr by the former. He does not PF
accept the opinions of other authoritics on these points i fot0
and suggests proper education and discipline of the prince:
from his very infancy, constant contact with wholesome
influences, and timely dissuasion from evil as the means of
bringing him round. When these fail, hc may be confined «

Y drthay Lov, p. 11, (Cf. Namandakiya, i. 37. 63. 65). Here Kautilya
ives examples, by way of warning, of sovereigns who ruined themselves
Ey yielding #o temptation. .
¥ Op. cit., p. 10, ¥ 0p. cit., L. xvil, p. 35.
4 fbid., 1. xviyy p. 34 ; cf. Jlatsye-Purdne, oot 3 3. 7, 8, Agni-Purina,
Coxxv. 2. 4, 21,22 ; coxviil, . .
® &.g. Sagara banished his son Asamanjas, who had caused some
children of the city to be drowned. (J/BL. xii. 57. 8).
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and kept under surveillance in a definite place. If this also
proves abortive, he may be exiled. Extreme cases of rebellious
attitude in a prince may justify, according to Kautilya, even
the sacrifice of his life for the good of the State.

If the rcighing monarch takes an unjustifiably hostile
attitude towards a good prince, Kautilya advises the latter to
take measures which are to be passively protective at first,
rising to the more severe steps.!

V Arithaidstra, 1. xviii, pp. 35, 36.



CHAPTER VI

THE ROYAL DUTIES; THE KING'S DAILY
ROUTINE OF WORK

THE manifold duties that devolve on a king after his accession King's
to the throne are treated of in a good many Sanskrit works Jufits a2d
both printed and manuscript. The lists of duties furnished by tare t"m‘
the works vary of course as to their details, but agrec generally =
as to certain main points. They touch on personal duties
under which may be classed moral discipline and such other
virtues, together with the study of the Pedas and the sciences
and arts, conducing to the improvement of his intellect and
physique. These duties go towards making the sovereign
a better man, while his public duties as enjoined by the
Sastras have a direct bearing on his relations with the people
at large. They cover a very wide range, and the numerous
fists of royal duties in the Sanskrit works generally reiterate
one or other of his obligations regarding the following, viz. the
law of the four castes, the maintenance of the four srages of
Iife (@sramas), consultation regarding the affairs of the State,
and adherence to the principles of the works on government
(niti-3@stras) in daily practices, the appointment of competent
ministers and other officials, the officiation of competent
priests (who were often associated with public functions), the
supervision of the duties of the officials, the inspection of the
finance, the administration of justice,inquiries into the economic
state of the country, and the undertaking of works for the
economic welfare of the people, the inspection and maintenance
of the army, forcign rclations, encouragement of learning,
protection *of the needy and helpless, and the establishment
and maintenance of institutions of public utility.?

B! For royal duties, the following works may be consulted: Satapathn

V.4, 457 9% 3 3 10, 115 xi. 2, 7. 173 ix. 4 %o 1, 13; Xil. L,
5. 4; @iLz.2.7; & Manu, vil. 2-3, 35, 8o, 88, 111-12, 142=4, 203;
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The dutics are heavy and numerous, and the conscientious
monarch who undertakes to follow the injunctions has to work
very hard to discharge properly his responsibilities. Many of
the aforesaid duties have religious sanctions at their back,
making the talk all the more heavy for one who wears the
crown.

The traditional ideal daily routine of a monarch for the
performance of his heavy duties is laid down in a good many
works going back to an ancient date. The one given by the
Arthasastra divides the day and night into sixteen equal parts
and allots to each part a particular item of his duties:

Day—(1) 6 a.m. to 7.30 a.m. is devoted to looking after the

defence of the country and the supervision of
the finances;

(2) 7.30to y to the supervision of the affairs of the
townspeople and provincials ;

(3) 9 to 10.30 to ablution, dining, and study ;.

{4) 10.30 to 12 to the collection of State dues from
the heads of the departments (Ad/yaksas);

(5) 12 am. to 1.30 p.m. to correspondence with
absent ministers :

viil. 41-2, 46, 172, 303-9; ix. 253; x. 8o, 119 (protection of the people
under his care); vii. §4-9, 60-8, &1 (appointment of officials) ; vii. 146~
83, 205-16; ix. 2g4-9 (consultation); vi. 79, 145 (giving audience) ; vil.
37-8, 79, 82-6, 88, 134-6, 145; wii. 305; ix. 313-23; xi. 4 21-3
(encouragement and honour to Hedhmaras); viil. 27~g (support of the
helpless) ; vii. 127-33, 137-9; x. 118, 120; wviii, 401-3 (financial and
economic duties) : vil. 14-34: viii. 302-3, 310-11,335,343-7 ; ix. 252-93,
312 viil 1-8, 43; ix. 233-4; vii. 9, 10, 18, 19, 40-4, 126-9, 170-5;
ix. 249 (judicial duties); vii, 78~9, 145 (appontment of priests, and
sacrifice) ; i, 39-42, 43, 44-53; ix. 3ol-11 (personal duties); vii.
69-76, g9-1oe, 201-3, 222 iX. 25, 223: x. 115, 119 (military duties);
Apaslambu, i1 1o, 25, 1-15; il 10. 26, 1-17 ; Gandamsa, vili, 1 f.; =i
1=31; Pasistha, xXix. 1-20, 22-48 ;. Bawdhdyena, i. 10. 18, 1-20; Vismu,
i, 2-98; Yajhavaliya (M. N, Dutt's ed.), i. 309-68; Pardsara (ibid.),
1. 56-9; Saakke (i6id), 1 45 Hirda (ibid.), ©. 2-5; Afri (ibid.), i. 14,
17, 22~4, 27, 23: 29.

The following Furigas speak also of royal duties: Malsya-lurina,
cexv—cexxvii;  Skanda-Puwrana, Nigara-Khanda, xii. 6 ff. (scanty);
Bhdgavata, v. 14, 14-20; 20, 13-16; Markandeya-Purina, xovii ;
xoxiv. 103~17: xviii. 1 f.; dgwi-Purdna, cexx, coxii-ctxay, cCxxvii,
coxxxiii-cexlii ;  Uarwda-Purdna, cxi-cxiii; Devi-Purapa, ix. 10 ff.;
Brhaddharma-Purdna, Uttara-khanda,iii; Kalika-Purana, lxxxiv, lxxxv;
cf. also Admanduliya-Nitisira, \; Sukranitisira (Prof. B. K. Sarkar's
t‘msl-: S. B.H.), pp. 4, 6,7, 11, 23, 36, and §3.
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(6) 1.30 to 3 to amusements or self-deliberation :

(7) 3to 4.3c to the inspection of elephants, horses,
chariots, and infantry ;

(8) 4-30 to 6 to consultation with the commander-in-
chief and evening prayers at nightfall ;

Night—{1) 6 p.m. to 7.30 p.m. to interview with the secret*

agents;

(2) 7.30 to g to ablution, supper, and study ;

(3), (4), and (5) 9 to 1.30,a.m. to cntering the bed-
chamber amid sounds of trumpets, and sleep ; ~

(6) .1.30 to 3 to waking amid trumpet-sounds and
calling to mind the Sastric injunclions and the
duties of the ensuing day ;

{7) 3 1o 2.30 to convening the council and sending
out secret agents on their errands

(8) 4.30 to 6 to receiving benedictions in the
company of his tutors, and domestic and sacri-
ficial priests, interview with the physician, head-
cook, and astrologer, and cntering the court
after perambulating a cow with her calf, and
a bull.

The above divisions of the time-table, however, admit of
alterations to suit the capacity of a particular monarch. The
routine does not leave much leisure to the king, but keepshim
occupied with some State business or other, the greater part of:
the day. There are only three hours during which he is set
free from the cares of the State (9 to 10.30, and 1.30 to 3).
His labours come to a close at 7.30 in the cvening, after which
he has seven hours and a half at a stretch, of which about six
hours are devoted to sleep. The rest of the day and night .
(viz. 24—10 hours, i.e. 13} hours) is divided among the’
various State engagements. It should be noted that these
hours do not all impose upon the monarch brain work or
physical worry of the same intensity. The time, for instance,
from 4.30 a.m. to 6 a.m. is of comparative rest, as also a few
other time-divisions and their fractions during which his work
is more passive than the rest of his working hours, The time
expressly set apart for study recurs twice during day and
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night. Though it adds to the volume of his intellectual work,
the period allowed to it is short, considering that it is to be
snatched from the hours of ablution and dinner. However,the
sort of life implied by the routine is one of much stress and
strain and pressure of work, explaining the necessity of
disciplined life essential to kingship.

The second division of time in the morning (7.30 to g) is an
important one, devoted as it is to giving audiemce to the public «
and considering a variety,of matters affecting the people at
large. The king is enjoined to make himself easily accessible
to the petitioners and attend personally to the subjects of their-
applications in the following order, instead of entrusting every-
thing to his officials : !

(1) Deities (devard), (2) abodes of ascetics (asrama),
(3) heretics (pdasanda), (4) Brdlmanas versed in the Vedas
(¢rotriya), (5) lower animals (pasu), (6) sacred places (punya-
sthana), (7) minors, as also (8) the old, (¢) the diseased,
(10) the distressful (zyasanin),(11) the helpless,and (12) women.
The above order of business may, however, be changed owing
to importance or urgency of a particular item.*

Tuis The routiné as set forth in the Samiitds is in substance

fm:";s almost the same as the one in the Arthasastra. ‘Manu's®

in Manx, version is as follows :

Vijival-

3;;‘"‘! ‘Having risen in the last watch of the night, having

Purdyas, performed (the rite of) personal purification, having with
a collected mind offercd oblations in the fire, and having
worshipped Brahmanas, he (king) shall enter the hall of
audience which must possess the marks (considered) auspicious
(for a dwelling).'—vii, 145.

* Tarrying there, he shall gratify all subjects (who come to
see hitn) by a kind reception and afterwards dismiss them ;
having dismissed his subjects, he shall take counsel with his
ministers,'—vii. 146.

‘ Having consulted with his ministers on all these (matters),
having taken exercise, and having bathed afterwards, the
king rga.y enter the harem at mid-day in order to dine—
vii. 216,

Y Arthasastra, 1. xix, pp. 38, 39 ¥ Ibid., 30.
3 Buhler's version in S. B. E. xxv.
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¢ Adorned (with his robes of state), let him again inspect his
fighting men, all his chariots and beasts of burden, the weapons
and accoutrements.’—vii. 222,

‘ Having performed his twilight-devotions, let him, well-
armed, hear in an inner apartment the doings of those who
make secret reports and of his spies.'—vii. 223."

‘But going to another secret apartment and dismissing
those people, he may enter the harem, surrounded by female
(servants), in orgler to dine again.'—vii. 224.

‘Having caten there something for the second time, and
having been recreated by the sounll of music, let him go to
rest and risg at the proper time free from I'atigue.’——vii. 2235.

¢ A king who is in good health must observe these rules;
but, if he is indisposed, he may entrust all this (business) to
his servants.—vii. 226.

Yajhavalkya's account ! runs thus:

‘ Having risen up early in the morning, he (king) should
personally look after the work of collection and disbursement ;
next he should attend to law-suits, after which he should
bathe and take his meal at ease.’—i. 327.

‘ He should then deposit in the treasury the gold brought by
persons engaged in the work and then see the secret agents,
after which he should with his ministers send the envoys on
their errands.’—i. 328.

‘Thereafter he should cn]oy his leisure alone or in the
company of ministers, Next, he should take counsel with his
commander-in-chief after the inspection of the army.’—i. 329.

‘Then after evening adoration, he should listen to the
confidential reports of the secret agents. He should then
enjoy singing and dancing, take his meal and study.'—i. 330.

“ He should then"go to sleep amid sounds of trumpets and
get up from bed similarly, when he should cogitate the
scriptural injunctions and all his duties.,'—i. 331.

“Then with respectful welcome, he should send secret
emissaries to the dominions of other kings as well as his own,
after receiving blessings from his sacrificial priest, domestic
priest and teacher. Next, he should see his astrologers and
physicians and confer on the Brihmanas learned inthe Vedas,
kine, gold, land, houses and their furniture.'—i. 332, 333.

The time-table in the Agni-Purina ® corresponds in its main
features:
* Pushkara said, “I shall relate to you the daily routine of

! M. N. Dutt’s version. ? cexxv. 1-17.
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the king. It is called ajasra-karma, i.e. incessant work,
When there are only two sukiirtas (48 minutes) before the
break of dawn, the king should get up from bed amid music
and singing of panegyrists and see the secret emissaries so
privately that no body can recognize them when on duty as
his men. Next, he should attend to his income and disburse-
ment and then after attending the calls of nature, he should
go to his bathing-house. There, after cleaning the teeth and
taking bath, he should perform the Sandliya service, repeat
praycrs and worship Vasudeva. He should then make sacred
offerings to the fire and Worship the manes of his ancestors.
take blessings from the Br@imanas and make gifts of gold
and kine. Then after decorating his person and smearing it
with unguents he should see the reflexion of his face in a mirror
as also in clarified butter kept in a gold receptacle. Then he
should hear the auspicious or inauspicious nature of the day,
take the medicines prescribed for him by the royal physicians,
touch the auspicious atticles, make obcisance to his superiors
and then enter his hall of audience where, Oh Highly
Fortunate, he should rececive the Brakmanas, the ministers
and the officers of the court as also such of his subjects as
would be announced by the usher. Then having heard the
reports of works, he should determine the steps to be taken,
and then proceed to adjudicate law-suits, after which he should
consult his ministers on important matters, A king should
take counsel neither with a single minister nor with too many ;
nor with the ignorant and untrustworthy. He should carry
into action those schemes that have been well thought over
and will not therefore injure the State. He should not betray
his secrets by looks and gestures, for the wise can gather
others’ intentions from those outward signs A king, following
the advice of his astrologers, physicians, and ministers, attains
prosperity, for the latter are the custodians of the former's
welfare. Council dissolved, the king should take physical
exercise with a discus or sword, or on a carriage. Then he
should bathe in a tank free from aquatic animals, and see that
the God Visnu has been duly worshipped, that the sacrificial
fire has been duly lighted and offerings made to it, and that
the Brakmanas have been properly honoured with presents,
Then having decorated his body, he should make gifts, and
next take his meal which has been duly tested. ‘' Then he
should take dressed betel gnd rest awhile on his left side.
Then, after the inspection of the army, armoury and store-
house, he should peruse the Sastras. He should then finish
his evening prayer and send the secret agents to the works
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previously thought over by him. Thereafter, he should take
his supper and enter the seraglio. The king being well
protected should do this every day amid songs and sounds of
musical instruments.”’

The Devi-Puriza® gives a similar programme of royal

duties! A portion of this routine up to the holding of court The rou-
(HC l!

in the assembly-hall (the differences in details being excepted) ¢i1owed
is reprcsentcd in the Bhagarata-Purana? as being followed by i g by

Tanm in

Krsna in his capital at Dviraka. The Raghuvamsa refers to the Bhgga-
the traditional routine upon which Mallinitha makes his 29/4:
commentation, adding some details.® Dandin, in his Dasafu- 114 ,'.1,;,
mara-carita, parodies the Kantiliva roantine but hands down “'“; “‘h_
the tradition : mm::f
and also

Day—* The king risen from his bed in the firs? of the cight in the
divisions of the day hears reports concerning hig income and Pastu-
disbursement after having washed his face in a hurry and mf:,
devoured a handful or half-handful of food. The cunning where
heads of government-departments of a king, who does not Daudin.
hear them attentively, rob him of double his wealth and ﬁ:\e ;
multiply thousandfold the four hundred means of collection of Kautidya.
wealth enjoined by Canakya.

In the second division of the day, the king passes his life
distressfully with his ears burnt so to speak by the hubbub of
mutually quarrelling subjects. The judges decree or dismiss
the cases of the suitors at will, bringing sin and disrepute upon
their master, and wealth to themselves.

The third division is the time for bathing and eating. So
long as his food is ndt fully digested, his fear of being poisoned
does not leave him. After his meal, he stands up, in the
_fourth division, with his hands stretched out for gold.

. In the fifth division, he suffers great pain from consultation

with his ministers. Then also the ministers individually or
collectively grow indifferent, 88d turg at will to their evil
design the good or bad qm\%ﬂgs, the reports of
envoys and secret agents, the prad lity or otherwise of
actions, as well as the states of undeértdlgings due to time and
place, and age supported by the ‘circles’ of friendly, inimical,
and neutral kings bringing their master under their control by
secretly, and in the guise of peace-makers, inflaming the anger
of people within and outside the kingdom.

1 ii. 69-76. £ X 70. 4-17. ¥ xvii. 49.
T ]
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In the sixth division (3% dandas, i.e. 1} hrs.) he engages
gither in amusements or conversation.

In the seventk comes the inspection of the military force
composed of its four elements.

The eighth is devoted to consultation with his commander-
in-chief regarding military matters.

Night—Having performed the Sandhya service, he sees the
secret agents in the first division of the night. Through them
the very cruel uses of weapons, fire, and poison are to be
provided for.

In the second, after meal, he commences religious studies
like a Brahmana versed in the Vedas.

In the #4srd, he goes to bed amid sounds of trumpets, while
the fourtl: and the fifth find him asleep—fast asleep, because
of the incessant mental worry by which he enjoys the pleasure
of sleep like an ascetic. )

In the six/%, he cogitates the Sastras and his own duties,

The seventh is devoted to the sending of secret informants
on their duties after consultation. They by their sweet words
gain wealth from the sender as well as the person to whom
they are sent, and increase it by commerce through routes
where they have not to pay any tolls, and roam about by
skilfully creating works where there are none.

In the eighth, the priest and others come to him and
say, &¢.’

The regular round of the king's daily duties is fragmentarily

. referred to by the Greek ambassador Megasthenes: ‘The
' king may not sleep during the daytime.! . . . He leaves his

palace . . . for the purpose of judging causes. He then
remains in_court for the whole day, without allowing the
business to be interrupted, even though the hour arrives when
he must needs attend to his person—that is, when he is to be
rubbed with the cylinders of wood. He continues hearing
cases while the friction, which is performed by four attendants,
is still proceeding. Another purpose for which he leaves his
palace is to offer sacrifice.’ 2

The traditional programme of diurnal duties, as we find it,
is the result of evolution through centuries dating’ back to the
Vedic times. | The discharge of heavy responsibilities of the

! Cf. the Vedic injunction, * ma divd svapsth (ot susupthaly)® found in

several Griya Sitras, Brahmanas, &c.
1 See Megasthenes, Fragm. XXVII.
L]



CH. VI THE ROYAL DUTIES 83

king ought to follow a method; and the method that was.
recommended to the monarch was one matured by the wisdom
of statesmen. The monarch could no doubt alter it to suit
himself, but the freedom was hedged in by limits which he
could not overstep. The considerations by which the pro-
gramme was framed are briefly stated in a slka of the
Makabkdrata! viz. equable pursuit of dharma, argha, and
kama (for cxplanation of these terms, see supra).

The general principles to guide the monarch in the regula- The
tion of his dyties are found in both the Rimdyana® and the 3;“:1
Makabkarata, and also in a Vedic injunction by Daksa with Beni n:r the
which the later developments seem to have a relation of direct """
descent.

The injunction is as follows:

Pirvahne cacared dharmam madhyahne 'rthamuparjayet,
Sayahne cicaret kimam ity esd vaidili srutih.*
{Forenoon is for religious duties, midday for acquisition of
wealth, and evening for diversion: such is the Vedic saying.)

L i, 5. 20, 3 ii. 100. 17 (cf. M BA., ii. 5. 29). * ii. 5. 85.
' Vide Nilakantha's comment on /B4, ii. §. 20.



CHAPTER VII

THE EVOLUTION OF THE PRINCIPAL STATE-
OFFICIALS

THE next point for our consideration is the officers and
departments of the State. In this connexion we may note
the following passage of the Kawtiliya:

Kautilya's Evam satrau ca mitre ca madhyame civapec caran,
rafarence 2t - - 1

to eighteen Udasine ca tesdm ca tirthesv astadasasv api,
Tirthas,

where Kautilya advises the stationing of secret agents in the
surrounding states, whether inimical, friendly, or neutral, to
watch the movements not only of the people but also of the
eighicen functionaries. This recognition of eighteen Tirtiias
in a State is traditional and appears to be of very early origin.
Not only is it referred to in the above passage as a matter
of general familiarity, but also in the Mahabhirata, where
Narada asks Yudhisthira, ‘ Seckest thou to know every thing
about the efghtecn Tirthas of the foe and fifteen of thy own,
by means of three and three spies all unacquainted with one
Enumenn- another?’®  These cightecn Tirthas, according to Nilakantha,
ton of . the commentator of the Makabharata, are :
:ﬁ:z :;iﬂaﬁ:i- (i) Mantrin—Councillor,
’ (i) Purohita—-Driest,
(iii) Vwwardpan—Crown-prince,
(iv): Camiipati—Commander-in-chief of the army,
(v) Dvdrapala—Chamberlain®
(vi) Antarveitka—Superintendent of the ladies’ apart-
ments,

(vii) Kardgaradhikirin—QOverseer of prisons.

(vii) Dravyasamcayakyi~Steward,
¥ L xii, p. 21 ; the word T¥r#Aa also occurs at L. iv, p. g.
* ABh.ii. 5. 38,

5 For the translation of some of the names, I have received suggestions
. from Prof. Hopkins, J. 4. 0. §., xiii. 128.
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(ix) Krtyakrtyesv arthandm vingyojaka—Corresponding
to Samnidhatr' in the Kautiliya list (see infra,
p- 170),
(x) Pradestr—an officer combining both executive and
judicial powers in the Kantiliya,
(xi) Nagaradhyaksa—overseer of the city,
(xii) Kdryanirmanakri—Engineer,
(xiii) Dharmadkhyaksa—]udge,
(xiv) Sabliadhyaksa—Overseer of the assembly,
(xv) Daydapala—Guardian of punishment,
(xvi) Durgapila—Overseer of forts, '
(xvii) Rastrantapala—Protector of the frontiers, and
(xviii) Atavipala—Guardian of the forests.!

The eighteen 7irthas, according to the commentary on the The
passage in the Rdmdyana?® differ only as to the two officers f;;’;fgfng
Vyavaharanirnetr and Senadhyaksa, the Makabhirate men- to the
tioning Sabkadlyaksa, and Atavipala, whom the former ;ﬁ?-
identifies with Rastrantapala. The existence of eighteen;‘" ca-

. i - L anira,
Tirthas is echoed in works like the Padicatantra,' Raghu- Raghn-

iyl N 0 vamis,
vamsa,” and Sisupalavadha. s

! His prigeipal duty was to exercise a check upon the fol]owingﬂ'k'm"‘m'
officials : (1) Aesadiyalsa, (2} Panyddhyatse, (3) KNosthagaradhyaksa,

{42 {({'Wymﬁr_rnha, (5) Ayndiagaradiyaksa, and (6) Bandhandgdra-
akyaisa.

4 For another reference to the eighteen T'irtias, see M Bk, xii. 6g. 52;
cf. Nitiprakasida, i §2.

* The Ramdyana Ewes us some light on this point in the dialogue
between Rima and Bharata in ii. 100. 36,

Kaccid astadasanyesu svapakse dasa paiica ca,
Tribhis tribhir avijidtair vetsi tirthani caranaih.

This sieka also mentions the eighteen Tirthas explained by the

commeniator as follows: ‘(i) Mantri, (ii) purohital, (iii) yuvardji,
(iv) senapatil, (v) dauvarikah, (vi) antahpuradhikrtah, (vii) bandhanaga-
ridhikrtah, (wviii} dhanidhyaksah, (ix) rajdjfiaya, ajiapyesu vaktd,
|x) pradvivakasamjfio vyavahdraprastd, (xi) dbarmasanadhikrtah,
(xii) vyavahiranirnetd sabhyikhyah, (xiii) senayajivitabhrtidinadhyaksah,
(xiv) karmante vetanagrihinah, (xv) nagaradhyaksah, (xvi) rastrantapalah
ayam evitavikah, (xvii) dustinim dandanidhikiri, (xviii) jalagin-
vana-sthala-durgapalah.

Etany eva svapakshe mantri-purchita-yuvardjin hitva ca paficadasa.
Ekaikasmin visaye tribhis tribhir abhijfidtaih parasparam itarais
cibhijfiatair etany astidasa “tirthini vetsi kaccit. Svadese ‘py etair
n iy:ilo vyavahdrah pravartyate na veti viciraniyam pnraLﬁe ceti

dvah.’

* il 67-70 (F. Kielhorn's ed.. € yvil. 68, ¢ xiv. 9.
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The lists, it should be noted, mention the names of individuals
as representatives of either the respeédtive classes of officials or
government-departments to which they belong, except when
the individual stands by himself, e.g. Vuvardjan.

The Kautikiya! in a similar context as the passages in the
Ramayana and the Mahabhdarata, recommends the appoint-
ment of spies to watch in the king's own State the following
people:

(1) Mantrin, (2) Purokita, (3) Sendpats, (4) Yuvardjan,
(5) Dauvirika, (6) Antarvesika, (7) Prasastr, (8) Samakarty,
(9) Sannidhaty, (10) Pradestr, (11) Nayaka, (12) Pauravys-
vakarika, (13) Karmantika, (14) Mantriparisadadhyaksa,
(15) Dandapala, (16) Durgapila, (17) Antapila, (18) Atavika.

. On comparing this with the previous list from the Maka-
bhirata, they appear to agree in folo, Praiasiy corresponding
with Kdragaradhikarin, Samakharty with Dravyasameayakri,
Sannidhatr with Krtyakrtyesv arthandm viniyojaka, Nayaka
with Nagaradhyaksa, Pauravydvalidrika with Dharmadiyaksa,
Karmantika with Karyanipmanakrt, Mantriparisadadiyatsa
with Sabkadhyaksa, the rest having correspondence even in
names. As we proceed, we shall find that the agreement in
names is supported by -more or less similarity of functions.
The reason for this traditional division of the State into
eighteen 7¥rthas probably lics in the fact that they exhaust,
roughly at least, the whole sphere of work of a State and meet
its indispensable requirements—providing for the deliberation
of State-questions and assistance to the sovereign, both secular
and spiritual, for his personal safety and convenience, for the
administration of justice in the country, for its internal peace
and external security, for the collection of State-dues and
their application, and lastly for the supply of material needs
of the people by the exploitation of its natural resources—
by enanufactures, commerce, arfd industries. The information
gathered through secret agents regarding these Zirthas is
sufficient for ordinary purposes to show the inner workings
of a State and the direction of its policy.

¥ Kaugiltya, 1. xii, p. 20,
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We find some of the officials existing in the Vedic period,
a few among whom haying the same designations as those
in later times. Some officials of the Vedic times figure among
the lists of Ratnins found in several early Sanskrit works :

The Zaittiriya-Samhita' and Tasttiriya-Brihmana® men-
tion (1) Bralinana, (2) Rajanya, (3) Sendni, (4) Sita,
(5) Gramani, (6) Ksalty, (7) Samgrakitr, (8) Blhigadugha,
and (9) Aksavapa, excluding Malisi (king's first wife), Vavata
(king’s favourite wile), and Farivpksi (king's discarded wife),
whom we need not notice for our purposes.

The Satapatiia-Bralkmana® enumerates all the above officers,
adding Go-vikartana and Pdligala, while the Maitrayani
Samhita puts Rijan for Réjanya (perhaps implying the same
person), gives Gramani the name of Vaisya-Gramani, adds
Taksa-Rathakaran, and inserts Go-vikarta without interfering
with the rest. The Kdathaka-Samiita* only substitutes
Go-vyaccha for Govikarta in the above list and omits Taksa-
Rathakdrau.

The eight Viras (i.e. heroes, friends of the king) figuring
in the Paficavimsa-Bralimana® ave Purofiita, Mahisi, Sita,
Gramanl, Ksattr, and Samgrakitr, adding nothing to the
previous dists, '

The two persons Brakmana and Purekita are perhaps the
same, signifying the royal priest. It does not appear clearly
whether Rdjanya is a government-official or not. Senani is
the Commander of the Army, Sazz the Royal Equerry. It
secms that Size wds not a niere private servant of the king's
household, but an official charged with the State duty of
looking after the management of all the horses kept for the
king’s personal use as well as for military purposes. In later
times, when differentiation of duties had progressed a good
deal, we find his place occupied by the Asvadhyaksa (Super-
intendent of Horses) in the Kautiliya list.

LA 8 P73 1f vl 1ff
¢ Kathaka-Samhstd, xv. 4. The lists quoted by Weber in his {¥er den
Rajasiiya (pp. 21, 22) differ in a few places from those cited above, but
no oﬂigml with a new designation. Stray references to the above
officers occur in many other places, as will be evident from the V. /.
¢ Paficavimia-Brahmana, xiz. i. 4.
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Gramani is the Village-Headman. His importance as
a State-official is realized only wher we bear in mind that
in early times he had military duties to perform, for which
he might be called a Troop-leader.! It is not clear whether
he is the headsman of a particular village, in which case his
importance would be considerably diminished. It is probable
that he is the head of all the village-headmen in the realm.

Asattr is the Chamberlain,? It is difficult to define his
dutics, which may have been like those of the official called
*Chamberlain’ in the later lists,

Samgrakity appears in the Aantiliva with manifold duties.
He has to attend to the collection of revenue and the checking
of accounts, to the operations of the land-survey and the
statistical department. Ilc is principally connected with the
collection of revenue and may therefore be termed ‘ Collector-
General .3

Bhagadugha is variously translated into ‘dealer out of
portions’, “ distributor of food’. Sayanpa renders it by ‘tax-
collector’ in some P]aces," and by ‘carver’ in others® thus
making him either 2 revenuc-officer or a court-official. In
view of the existence of a principal collector of taxes in the
Collector-General (Samgrakitr), if the term is so unUerstood,
the rendering by ‘ Treasurer ’ appears to be more reasonable,
for otherwise there will be an overlapping of functions. The
office of a treasurer is found in the later works.

Aksarapa® was the ‘ superintendent of dicing’. Tt may be

! See V. /7, 1. gb. Y Jbid., ii. 200.

9 Messrs, Macdonell and Keith are not sure about the functions of
Samgrakity, whom they render by ‘charioteer or treasurer’. The clear
defimtion of his duties in the Aunii/iya leaves no doubt that he was
a revenue-officer, but this evidence. of course, is not cogent for the Vedic
period.

¢ Taittiriya-Samhita, i. 8. 9. 2; Totrlya-Brahmana,i. 7. 3. 5; iil. 4.
8. 1; and Safapathu-Brakmana, v. 3. 1. .

Y Satapatha-Brakmana,i. 1. 2. 17. See V. /1, il 100, 200, 416, and cf.
the next note as to the difficulty of defining the functions of these early
officials,

® Messrs., Macdonell and Keith remark that he may either be
a professional dicer who plays with the king or watches his play, or
a public officer who superintends the gambling halls of the State and
collects the revenue, as was regularly done later on. Early English

history shows simiiar evolution of household officers into miinisters of
state ; see J. /. ii. 200.
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that the officer, like the rest, was at first a private servant of
the royal emfourage, but later on he was a public official
superintending the gambling halls and collecting revenue
therefrom. Officers with similar functions are found in
stibsequent times, e. g. the Dyitadliyaksa in the Kantilival

It is doubtful whether Gevzkartana signifies a ‘ huntsman’,
or ‘slayer of cows'.® Gevikartana is replaced by Gevpaccha
in the list of one text. Sdyara interprets that term where it
occurs in the list of victims at the Purusamedha as a ‘ driver
out of cows’, while the 51, Petersburg Dictionary as ' tormenter
of cows’, Wéber® ag a ‘ knacker of cows’, and Eggeling* as
‘one who “approaches " cows’, but this use of the word does
not in all probability explain the sense of Cevikartana as
a Ratnin.

If, however, he could be taken either a~ a huntsman or
a ‘superintendent of the slaughter-houses ’ (by giving the word
go’ the wider signification of ‘cattle’), we find officers with
like functions in the Kantiliya under the namcs of Sana-
diyaksa® and Vivitddhyaksa" Slaughter of cows was looked
down upon by the Hindus from comparatively carly times,
but earlier, cows were regularly slain for guests.™ If there was
a post [or"the purpose, it must have ceased to exist as soon as
cow-slaughter came to be looked upon with aversion,

Of the 7aksan and Ratha-kava, the Taksan (carpenter)?
had perhaps to do all those works in wood that did not fall
within the range of dutics of the Katha-kdra. The latter
officer was in special charge of the construction of chariots,
which played a principal part in the wars of those days. The
Kautiliya mentions a superintendent charged with several
duties, including the construction of chariots for various
purposes, military and other.

Paligala is a courier—the predecessor, I think, of such
important officers as ambassadors in later times.

The Ratnins, among whom figure the aforesaid officers,

'1IL xx, pp. ig7 ff. ¢ VL, il 200.

¥ Indische Streifem, i, 82, n. 11, S L., zliv. 416.

8 Kawutiliya, [1. xxvi, 122, ¥ Jhid., 11, xxxiv. 140, 141.
7 See V. 1., ii. 145-7. ¢ See V.7, i. 297.
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were called the ‘king-makers’, ie, though not kings them-
selves, yet they assisted in theif’ consecration as kings. They
no doubt wielded much power in those days, of which, as
1 have already noted, the making of offefings in their respec-
tive houses is an indirect proof. Weber says that ‘ they had
a hand in the choice of the king through palace-intrigues'.
Whatever might have been the means, the fact remains that
they were important personages in the State.

1 {ber den Rijasaya, p. 23.



CHAPTER VIII

THEORIES OF THE EVOLUTION OF KINGSHIP
AMONG THE INDO-ARYANS

SEcTtioN 1.

MAaN’s desire to probe into all problems, however obscure, The use-
prompts him to frame hypotheses for the explanation of mm;];e
phenomena even where the means of direct perception of the which after
conditions that bring them about are absent. These hypotheses ?ﬂenﬁ}:;f_
are very useful inasmuch as they often enable him at lcngth WTY
to find out the nght cause for the phenomenon of which an J.mu
explanation is sought. Many of the present acquisitions to teories:
the domain of human knowledge had to pass through this
hypothetical stage before they could be accepted as established
theories after their passage of the necessary tests.! We make
hypotheses of all sorts in our daily life, and these fulfil more or
less satisfactorily the ohjects for which they are framed. The
hypotheses of systematized thought, however, have to be
tested as accurately as possible till they satisfy all the demands
made upon them as explanations of phenomena.

The tests are not the same in all cases, but vary with the The tests
nature of the phenomenon required to be explained. A **7"
physical reality that admits of observation, accurate mathe-
matical calculation, and quantitative measurement, that repeats
itself and can be subjected to experiments, will necessarily
allow application of various tests which may not be possible
for one of a different kind.

The phenomenon with which we are at present concerned is The phen-
the evolution of kingship, i.e. how the supreme political power ,, e
ina oommumt}'ﬁ‘rst fell into the hands of a single man, giving explained.
rise to the primitive monarchy in the place of the previous

* The word ‘theory ’ is sometimes h:;mely used for ¢ hypothesis ', but,
logically, a theory is an established hypothesis.

velop
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political organizations, such as government by elders, or still
laxer systems. such as the leaderless unions of little bands of
Bushmen for hunting or plunder
It should be particularly noted that the ‘rise of kingship
being a single’ expression does not in the strict logical sensc
stand for a single effect from a single cause. It is a general
expression for several phenomena which, from the logical
standpoint, are different and attributable to different totalities
of conditions. To make it clear by an example: the expres-
sion ‘rise of kingship’ resembles the word ‘death’ in its
relation to causes. Just as logically therc cannot be deatl in
general, but must always be some particular kind of death,
e.g. death caused by a bullet should be distingnished from
that by drowning, similarly kingship rcached through military
prowess should be distinguished from that secured by any
other means. From this, it will be clear that one particular
hypothesis for the rise of kingship can speak of only one of the
many ways thereto, and many such hypotheses propounding
differcnt ways nced not be mutually exclusive ; for they,are
concerned with really different phenomena, though classed
under the same gencral expression. Any two or more of these
ways, if their naturc permits, may work in combination through
the same king, their strength being increased through this
combination, while there may be others that may not be
operative even in neighbouring localities or in distant parts of
the same country. :
It should also be kept in view that we are here concerned
(i) with the primitive ways of elevation to the thronc and not
with those utilized by subsequent aspirants thereto, (ii) with
the determination of such of the ways as were operative among
the primitive ancestors of the Indo-Aryans.
Thetests  Many hypotheses have been framed to account for the first
Smgebe Tise of kingship. The tests applicable to them must nceds
bypo-  differ at least in some respects from those for verifying hypo-
theses, = = =
theses about a different element of reality. The first rise of
monarchy does not admit of observation, calculation, or
experiment. It may be objected that, as history is said to
repeat itself, the emergence of kingship should admit of
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experiments on the new monarchies that come into being. It
should be borne in mind that these repetitions have only
superficial and nominal resemblance, and take place in condi-
tions far from identical with the primitive conditions of the
first monarchies. If China, for instance, ‘relapses into a
monarchy, would it be such an exact replica of the past
verity that infercnce from its observation might be applicable
in foto to the latter? Far from it. Many elements and
forces, political, social, religious or otherwise, now at work
might not at all have come into cxistence then, or, even if
existent, were not perhaps in the same state of relative
strength and development. This makes a good deal of
difference. The present totality of conditions might be taken
as a possible road to the throne, but this might not, or
perhaps owing to essential differences could not, be one of
those resorted to by the first kings. If we leave aside this
example from a modern civilized country, and turn for one to
the lowest savages now on earth, we would not perhaps farc
better. Many of the conditions operative among them may
approach in similarity those of the past, and may thus have
a suggestive or explanatory value ; but it would be hazardous
to treat them as reproductions of the particular conditions of
the past and to take them as cligible for experiments. 1 shall
have occasion to dwell upon this point hereafter; suffice it to
say that the rise of monarchy does not by its very nature
admit of experiment. What, then, are the means of verifying
the hypotheses relating thereto? The answer lies perhaps in
these conditions of a valid hypothesis:

(1) It should be reasonable, self-consistent, and in harmony
with the laws included in the contemplated system of reality.

(2) It should furnish a basis for rigorous deductive inference
of consequences.

The first condition requires that the new supposition should
be in agreement with the accepted laws. It may happen that
a supposition inconsistent with the received conceptions is
proved to be true, demanding thereby a revision of the latter.
This was the case with the new Copernican hypothesis of the
heavens, which conflicted with the accepted Ptolemaic theory,
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but instead of being rejected, had to be substituted for the
latter. Such-ihstances are rare, and the probability of such
a radical revision of the.received conceptions is perhaps
growing less with the advance of science.

These condifions will be followed throughout the subseglent
portion of this chapter for the rejection or acceptance of the
hypotheses, some of which, as will be found hereafter, were
discussed long ago and found faulty, while some others already
obtain as “theories’. The rejected hypotheses will be but
referred to in passing, those newly propounded, if any, will be
discussed, while the *theories’ will be recorded, not without
a critical eye thereon,

SectioN II.

The Makabhirata, as pointed ont by Prof. Hopkins,! speaks
of a three-fold origin of kings according to the more ancient
Sastras (codes), viz. (1) good fapily (satkula), (2) personal
bravery (sarafva), and (3) skill in the leadership of armies
(send-prakarsana)® The prince Duryodhana cites the above
$astyic passage to justify his installation of Karna to the throne
of the Afiga kingdom, in order to make him eligible to fight
Arjuna by putting the former on a par with the Idtter in a
tournament.

The tradition about the Makdsammata (Great Elect) in the

m' Jdtakas relates that he was the first king in the Fivagfa® of

the Jita-
Aar,

the first Kappa (cycle), elected by the people from among
themselves to remove the want of a ruler, which they had
keenly felt.* The elect was ‘handsome, auspicious, com-
manding, altogether perfect.”®

The above legend is much more detailed in the Makivastu
Avadana: ‘ Then, O, Bhsksus! the med (lit. beings) hastened
and assembled ; after doing so, they held a consultation: “ Let
us elect that person from among us here present, who happens

1 LA 0.8, xiii. 99, 100, ! MBA, i 136, 35
* Third d:\mmn,m which the dproce.w of renovation of the world begins.

¢ See Tikion the word ‘ devadhamma’ of a verse in the ‘' devadiamma-
_pl!ah: Eﬂthe]d&h&a ,i.132;als0 R, of Childers's P&li-Englisk Dictionary,

s S“‘M{M [trmLhyW H. D. Rouse and ed. by E. B, Cowell),
il. 242 (uh
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to be pleasing to all (sarva-prasidike) and hailed of all as lord
(sarva-makesikkyo), so that he may punish #ose deserving
punishment, and support those worth supporting, and exact
a share of paddy from each of Sur paddy-fields.” Then, O,
Bhiksus! the men elected the person who whs pleasmg to
all and hailed by all as lord, (saying): “ Do you punish among
us that person who deserves punishment, and support him who
is worth supporting ; we shall elect you as the foremost of all
beings ; and shall give you a sixth of the produce’of each of
our paddy-fields.” Elected (sammato) as he was by a large The

(maka) collection of people he was termed the Great Elect g‘;‘;””‘

(Mahasammata). ! the Mahd-
This Buddhist tradition emphasizes the selection by the %%

. 1 My best thanks are due to Mahimahopadhydya Pandit Haraprasid
Sistri, M.A., C.LE, for kindly drawing my attention to the passage in

the Makdvastu A {ed. by E. Senart, 1882), i. 347, 348. It is as
follows: ‘Atha khalu bhiksavah te satva samdhdvensuh sammpatmwl;
samdhavitva samnipatitva nt Yam ninam vayam

‘to yo asmakam satvo sarvaprasadiko sarva- mnhcsakhyo ca tam samman-
yemah yo asmikam nigrahiraham ca nigrhnlyi pragrahiraham ca
Eﬂgrhneya dedaye ciyam s\raka.svakcsn saliksetresu salibhagam. Atha
halu bhiksavah te satvi yo sinam (p. 348) satvo abhisi sarva-prisidiko
ca sarva.-mahesal.hyo ca tam aammanyensuh Bhavan’ asmikam satvam
nigrahdralipm ca nlgrllnatu pragrahiraham ca pragrhndtu; vayam te
sarva-satvanam agratdye sammanyema svakasvakesu siliksetresu §astham
cahhhagam dsdama. Mahati janakiyena sammato ti mahisammato ti
samjhi udapa {Up to this transliated above). Arahati §alikgetresu 4ali-
bhage ti rajd ti samjia udapisi. Sammak raksati paripileti miirdhnabhi-
siktah .. samjfid udapdsi. Matapi mmomui.maqinapadegum janapa-
&aslhima-v]rya—pmpm ti samjiia tdapdsi tendham raja ksatriyo miirdhna--
bhigikto janapadasthisia-virya-pripto ti. (Translation of the remaining
portion of the passage : “Worthy: as he was of the share of the produce of
pa.ddy-ﬁelds he was called king. For protecting and maintaining
adequately, he was called a ‘ Ksatriya be-sprinkled on the bead ' [(Ksatriyo
nibhisiktah). The lacuna here has been supplied in the light of the
subseqneu'l ion of the passage]. Being like father and mother to the
people of the town and, the country, he was called the ‘repository of
strength and energy to the people’ (Janapada-sthama-virya-prapto).
There isa allusion to this tradition and some of its details in the
Catukiatikd by Aryadeva (ed. as a Memoir of the A. S. B. by Mah&ma-

hopidhydya PanditgHaraprasid Sisti1, M.A., C. I.E who has kindly
drawn my attention to this passage alse), ch. iv, P

The of the election of Manu as their the people to avert
a state of anarchy, together with its attendant reference to a sixth of the

produce and su nthu'duuparahlemtbekmg is mentioned in the
Kaufifiya (1. xiii, p. 32) for ingertion in dialogue between  Bpies.

This selection of elnnzinothrymuchhhlhe “gocial contract
theory as & to monarchies ' when supposed tohave heen historic-



Review of
above

A
96 EVOLUTION OF KINGSHTIP chvin

people at Iargiof a competent ruler and igdores the aspiration
and exertion dfi the part of the would:Be ruler himself to make
his way to the throne by dint of his virtues. This has given
an artificial appearance to the elevation of the first king to the
throne, What seems more plausible is that the person who
towers over his fellows in the qualities more appreciated in
a particular society, as, for instance, ability in sea-faring in the
race living on the sea-coast, or strength, fleetness of foot, sure-
ness of mark, &c, in a community of hunters, becomes
gradually their chief.! It is not probable that the people felt
the want of a ruler because they suffered the pmch of hunger
for a few days, and met together to choose the best among
themselves as ilieir head. Such deliberate and collective
choice of a ruler may have been possible in later stages of
evolution, when klﬂgﬂhﬂ) had already become a firm institution
of the society, and when the vacant throne was felt as ominous
and undesirable. The *natural’ races may not have felt it
much, for living in small, detached, headless groups was so far
in harmony with their temper as not to have been to them
a source of inconvenience and anxiety. They had not yet,
moreover, any experience of the conveniences of corporate life
under a chieftain likely to excite their cravings therefor by
contrast with their chiefless condition. The only truth, there-
fore, that the legend may furnish is that the first Elect had
extraordinary personal virtues which influenced his elevation.
The account from the Jitakas does not, however, mark out
any special virtue or combination of virtues, He is no doubt
described as ‘commanding’, which may be taken to suggest
that he was brave, physically strong, and so forth; but an all-
round perfection is next claimed for him, which is fatal to all
suggestions as to the reality in its legendary megalogue.

The account from the Mahdvastu Avadina fares little
better in this respect. The first Elect is recognized by all as
lordly, which enables him to reward and punish. The Elect
is also ‘ pleasing * and hence popular to the people. It is not
specified what words and deeds gained him popularity before
his selection, and in what circumstances those words were

! Cf. Prof. F. Ratwel's History of Mankind, i. 131,
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uttered and dgeds done, “The only facts that | t are that
the' Elect was already ltcogmzcd asa great Idhd by all; and
hence the advantages that could be expected from such a man
could be used for the people’s benefit. He was expected to
be just, and, as he was ‘pleasing’, it may be ifferred that he
had given iudimtions to the people that he would not be
unjust in the use of his lordship, but would administer justice
among the people properly, which would be one of the.factors
for maintaining his future popularity. Justness alone could not
perhaps have gained chiefship for a person devoid of other
virtues; at least, as will appear from subﬁuent discussion, no
one has yet claimed this power for it. e qualities denoted |
in the epithet makesakhya probably include bravery, physical.
strength, military skill, and so forth,attributes, as will be
shown, sufficient, especially when found in. conjunction, to
secure chieftainship for their possessor.

The hints from the A akdbharata are much more definite Hints from

and tangible. The qualities mentioned are good family, s ichd-
personal bravery, and skill in the leadership of armies. The
first attribute is comparatively obscure ; for the elements upon
which the e nobility of a family was considered to depend are
not enumerated. They may have been wealth, seniority of
stock, or any other factors, taken separately or combined.
The second and the third attributes are clear enough. There
is nothing in the three qualities that stands in the way of
their union in the.same person. The object, therefore, of
making three-fold the origin of kingship seems fo be that
each of these, operating in isolation. from the other two, may -
secure for its possessor the rulership over a community. It is
not clear how far back this tradition of the three-fold origin of
kingship dates. It is cited from the sdsfras obviously more
ancient than the time of their citation, though it cannot be
asserted that the tradition was as old as the rise of the first
Aryan kings.

The sccond and the third attributes are mentioned by Herbert
Herbert Spencer? along with other king-making qualities ofm"
primitive times. The political headship, in his opinjon, was ofﬂw
*. See his Princisids of S:ldolop {1903), i, 333-4. .
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second and'achjnired by one whose fitness asserted itself in the form of
thethird superior prowsss, greater physical strength, stronger will,
His wider knowledge, quicker insight, greater age, lisger wealth.
eamerd:  The first-named quality includes both persbnal bravéry and
sbovess military skill-“the very attributes mentioned in the Maha-
otherat. DAdrata. Good family may. as I have already said, depend
tibutes.  wpon various factors, among which wealth may be reckoned as
Whether  one. I have some doubt as to whether wealth alone could
wealthis  procure kingship. It may create an influence which may not
suficient? be in the direction of political headship. Spencer says that
wealth (largeness of possessions) is an indirect mark of superi-
ority, and a direct cause of influence, and confirms his views
by instances,.two of which need be noticed: ‘With the
Tacullies, any‘person may become a miudy or chief who will
occasionally prowide a village feast '} and ‘ among the Tolewas
in Del Norte County, money makes the, chief’.? Wealth
combined with one or a few personal virtues may be of help
to the operation of the latter, but whether, unaided, it can
achieve the aforgsaid end is a question about which I have
doubts. Even if the reports of the above two instances be
correct, we cannot, I think, apply them to the early societies
without further gvidence showing that the temper of the
primitive savage was such that it could unhesitatingly welcome
a man, though devoid of all recommendations but that of
wealth, to the chiefship of his community. There may be
positive hindrances to the transpiration of such a state of
things ; for 1t is very likely that a wan possessed of wealth
along with other virtucs may be the rival-of the man with mere
wealtk. It would not be difficult for the former to beat the
latter’ down ‘and secure for himself what was passing into
another’s hand.

Should we suppose that the primitive man of wealth was
always endowed in those days with some or other of the
aforesaid qualities, we have to make another assumption—that
the acquisition of possessions by heredity had not yet begun.

1 Op.cit., i, 334, The manifestations of the abstract qualitiea or their
«combinations may be various, and jmpossible to be exhaustively enu-

mera
3 fhid.
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If this be {gue, the wealthy man would always be a maker of-,
his own ne and hence endowed with fany qualities
involved in jts acquisition, which may count among them some
of those requisite for elevation to the headship.

The greater experience generally accompanying old age Seniority.
commanded deference in early societies, though old men with
senile incapacity were killed ‘or left to die. The most energetic
senior of.a tribe could wield political superiority.

Of bravery, skill in leadership, and superior bodily strength, The other
the first and the third may often be found together ; and qustities.
these when _]omed with the second become a powerful combi-
nation. ' The remalnmg attributes of strcmgcr will, awdcr
knowledge, and quicker insight could be more effective when
co-operating with one or some of the qualities already men-
tioned ; and it would be perhaps difficult for them to make
headway in absolute isolation from one or other of the above
group of attributes.

The actual operation of thie above qualities may imply the
existence of many subsidiary ones, e.g. the leadership of
armies requires endurance. It contemplates also the creation
of many favourable circumstances, the timely use of those
already fAvourable, the occurrence of many, unexpected events
helping the purpose in view, and so forth. All these taken
together would be the totality of conditions conshtutlng the
cause for the elevation of a person to the_throne. The '
attributes, single qr grouped, as the case mayvbe, are the
dominating forces in the field and have therefore been specially
mentioned. War ard unrest may be favourable for the play
of some of them, while peace or other states of affairs &v: the
rest.

Thus far about the personal attributes. There may be other -
forces which may also be specially mentioned and which may

" be said to lie more in the beliefs or institutions of the early
sogieties than in the men availing themselves of those forces ;
thoogh of course the utilization of the forces may require the
possession of particular attributes by those men.

Such a force may lie, for instangg, in the patriarchal institie The
tion. When men, says Hérbert Spencer, passed {rom the Patriarch

N2
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hunting stage into the pastoral and wandered in search of food
for their domesticated animals, they fell into conditions favour-
ing the formation of patriarchal groups. The growth of
simple groups into .those compound and deubly compound
acknowledgingethe authority of one who unites family headship
with political superiority has been made familiar by Sir Henry
Maine and others as common to early Greeks, Romans,
Teutons, Slavs, and Hindus.! The joint undivided family,
wherever its beginning is seen in the Aryan communities,
springs universally out of the patriarchal family, a group of
natural or adoptive descendants held together by subjectionto -
the eldest living ascendant, father, grandfather, or great-grand-
father. In the more extensive assemblages of kinsmen con-
stituting the joint family, the eldest male of the eldest line is
never the parent of all the members, and not necessarily the first
in age among them. There is always the impression that the
blood of the collective brotherhood runs more truly and purely
in some one line than in any other. Among the Hindus, the
eldest male of this line, if of full mental capacity, is generally
placed at the head of the concerns of the joint family. If he
is not deemed fit for his duties, a worthier kinsman is substi-
tuted for him by election and the longer the joint family
holds together, the more election gains ground at the expense
of birth. The whole process may be described as the gradual

-transmutation of the patriarch into the chief, the general rule

being that the latter is elected with a strong preference for the
eldest line. Sometimes he is assisted by a definite council of
near kinsmen, and sometimes this council takes his place,. On
the whole, where the body of kinsmen formed on the type of
the joint family is a purely civil institution, the tendency is
towards greater disregard of the claims of blood. But in
those states of society in which the brotherhood is a political,
militant, self-sustaining group, we can perceive from actually
extant examples that a separate set of causes comes into
operation and- that the chief as military leader sometimes
more than regains the privileges lost through the decay of the
tradition connecting him with the common root -of all the

1 Herbert Speacer, of. dif., pp- 342, 343.
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kindred. Thus all the branches of human society may or may
not have been developed from joint families, but wherever it
was an institution of the Aryan race,’ we see that the patriarch
could rise into political headship.

The ‘ maternal system ’ is held by some to *have preceded The
the paternal, but there are doubts as to this priority. “If 5E™
patriarchal reasons are enough to account for the custom as we
find it’, says Sir Frederick Pollock, ‘we can hardly assume
that in a given case it was formerly matriarchal, merely because,
for all we kpow, it might have been so. This would be to
assume the very thing to be proved, namFl}f. that the society
in question was in fact maternal at some earlier time.'?

Under this system, however, women have no personal power.

If it at all confers political power on any person, like the
paternal system, it is on a male rather than on a female, In
many societies, again, in which this system is the rule, an
exception is made in the case of the political head.?

Spencer mentions another influence as the origin of political The in-
headship. It operates alone in some cases and conjointly with fi:::;d':[
that of military prowess in other cases. But ‘that this arises cioe-man
as early as the other can scarcely be said; since until the :’n:. of
ghost-theory * takes shape, there is no origin for it. But when kingship.
belief in the spirits of the dead becomes current, the medicine-
man professing ability to control them and inspiring faith in
his pretensions is regarded with a fear which prompts
obedience.’® Spenser has not elaborated the hypothesis by
showing the various steps by which the medicine-man can
acquire political superiority. He also remarks that the

! See Sir Henry Mains's Early History of Institufions (1905), pp. 115~
18. I have retained his language as far as possible, with changes or
omissions [or the sake of brevity or adaptation to the present context,in
order to allow him to state his own case, with its necessary details. (See
also his Anclent Law, ch. v, and its' Note on patriarchal theory by
Sir Frederick Pollock.) .

! See Notg K on ch, v, Maine's Ancient Law, p. 178,

* Encye. dia Britannica, 11th ed, xvii. 889; H. Spencer, op. cit.,

PP. 344, 345.

" ﬂ., the fear of the ghosts of powerfal men. Where many tribes have
been w_:‘ldedaﬁah:r by & m&m,hiu ghost acquires in tradition the
pre-cminence of 2 god,  (See H. Speacer, op. a', p. 363.)

“H. Spencer, of. cil.,p. 338.
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operation of the influence of the medicine-man depends upon
the ghost-theory which comes into being later than the
“attribute - origin of chieftainship, but how much later he
does not state. The supposed aid of supernatural powers as
a strengthener ‘of political authority already acquired by some
means or other cannot be denied. But how 'a magician
{medicine-man) can make his way to the throne requires to
be shown. This has been done by Sir James Frazer in his
Golden Bough with an industry in the compilation and
presentation of materials that is indeed admirable. We shall
postpone our remarks on it until we have glanced over his
whole position.

Section III

The hypothesis expounded by him may be summarized
thus:
Balief of 1. Ancient kings commonly combined in themselves both
't-“’:ef‘;':;‘ the administrative and priestly functions, and, in addition, the
that he can divine functions, for they were looked upon as gods incarnate.
matedal  They were expected to confer upon their subjects blessings
Ii:le::mgs which lie beyond the réach of mortals. Thus rain. and .sun-
gfm,mx shine in proper seasons, growth of crops, removal of epidemics,
the god  in short, freedom from all scourges of humanity and -bestowal
?I;c:l:al‘t:ug of the essentials of public welfare were supposed to be
or others. - dependent upon their will. A primitive man hardly perceived
the difference between the natural and the gupernatural, and
conceived the world as worked to a great extent by personal
beings moved by appeals to their hopes, fears, and compassion,
Guided by this belief, he thought he could influence the course
of nature by prayers, threats, and promises directed to none
other than the god incarnate in the king, or, as he sometimes
believed, in himself or any one of his fellow men.
Kingship 2. Along with the view of the world as worked by bplrltllal
m"‘fn forces, the primitive man had another and probably still older
inmagie.” conception that contemplated nature as a series of events
occurring without the intervention of any personal agency.
Such a conception was involved in the ‘sympathetic magic’
zhat played such an important part in those days. In early
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society, the king was a magician, and he appears to have risen
to the throne by his proficiency in the black or white art.
3. The principles involved in ‘ sympathetic magic” are two: ;E)ftl;m-
(i) Like produces like, i. e. an effect resembles its cause.  Mggic*
(i) Things once in physical contact continue to act on each :ﬂi‘-“

ches
other from distant places after the severance of the contact. explained.

The accompanying table shows the branches of sympathetic magic,
with their alternative names and the principles upon which they are
based.

Sympathetic Magic
{Law of Sympathy)
o ) .
- i )
Homoeopathic or Imitative Magic Contagious Magic
{Law of Similarity) (Law of Contact)

4. The magician infers from the first principle, the law of
similarity, that he can produce any effect he likes by imitating
it; and from the second, the law of contact, that whatever he
does to a material object affects equally the person with whom
it was once in contact, whether it formed part of his body or
not. In practice, the two principles are often combined.!

5. From another point of view, sympathetic magic is
divided into Private and Public, the former being practised
for the ‘benefit or injury of individuals, and the latter for
public well-being, or injury to public enemies.

6. As examples (mostly private) of * homoeopathic magic’ Exmplu
(see the table, supra), Sir J. Frazer cites the uses of an image, ﬂnm::f'
which is subjected to magical treatment in the belief that pathi i
sufferings eaused to it will produce like sufferings to the m.g: i
intended enemy, and its destruction will cause his death. fg:éh
This practice was very widely diffused all over the world, and
still persists, Only a few instances are described, viz. its
practice among the American Indians, Malays, and Arabs of
North Africa, as also in Torres Straits, Borneo, China, Japan,
Australia, Burma, Africa, ancient and modern India, Egypt,
Babylon, Scotland? The magical image is also used in
various countries for various ends, viz. to get offspring, procure

! For what precedes about magic, see Sir ]. Frazer's Golden Bough
{henodm-th referred toas‘(’"} arded., pt. i, vol. i, pp. 50-4.
- Pt 1y i. 55-70.
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love, ensure food-supply, maintain domestic harmony, heal
diseases, and 50 forth.! -

7. Not merely images, but also various animals and objects,
the tides, sun, moon, and stars, are magically treated to yield
homoeopathically the desired results?

8. Not merely positive precepts, but also negative ones,
i.e. prohibitions, forq part of this magic, the latter being
termed Zaboos and the former sorcery. Through these also
operate the two principles of similarity and contact. To cite
instances: Camphor-hunters of Malay refrain from pounding
their salt fine. The readon is that owing to the fesemblance
of salt to camphor, they believe that by the taboo they ensure:
that the grains of the camphor he seeks for will be large like
their coarse salt. The infringement of the taboo would make
the camphor fine like the pounded salt they use.

g. In most parts of ancient Italy, women were forbidden by
law to carry their spindles openly, for any such action was
believed to injure the crops. The belief probably was that the
twirling of the spindle would twirl the corn-stalks.* Hence,
the taboo.

10. The second branch of sympathetic magic, viz, * private
contagious magic ' is equally widespread. Onlya few fastances
need be noted: it is customary in many parts of the world to put
extracted teeth in a place where they might come into contact
with a mouse or a rat, in the hope that through sympathy the
teeth of their former owner would become firm and excellent
like those of the rode This belief obtains in Africa,
Europe, America, Indi#, &, with more or less modifications.
Similarly, there are jous practices in various countries
based on beliefls in sympathetic connexion between a wound
and the weapon which inflicted it, a person and his clothes or
foot-prints, and so forth* '

11. Thus far we have noticed instances of homoeopathic or
contagious magic practised for private ends, i.e. for the benefit
- or injury of individuals. But side by side with thi5 may be
found the practice of public magic for the good of the whole

! G, pt i, i, J0-111. 2 [bid., pp. 136-174 * lbid.,p. 1116
¢ {bud., pp. 174-214.
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mmmumty ot for the injury of the inimpical snes. The sove-
magician ceases to be a private practitioner and rises into ¥,
a public functionary. He has to direct his attention to the to =-ﬂr
properties of drugs and minerals, the causes of tain and W
drought, of thunder and lightning, the changes af the seasons,

the phases of the moon, the diurnal and annual journeys of
the heavenly bodies, the mystery of life and death and such
other things, a knowledge of which is necessary to make up his
peculiar outfit. He is.expected, by his magical rites, to secure
objects of publlc utility—supplying food, healing diseases,
making and® stopping raih, controlling the sun and wind,
raverting epidemics and other scourges of sbciety, and so forth.

The means that he adopts are the same sympathetic magic
with its two branches. The examples have been imported
from a large number of countries and peoples all over the
world.! The evolution of such a class of functionaries is of
great importance to poljtical and religious progress in early
society. The public welfare being believed to depend on the
performance of magical rites, they attain to a position of much
influence and power, and may readily step up to the rank of
chiefs or kings. The profession draws to it the ablest men of

the tribe, Who, as in other professions, drive to the wall their
duller brethren by dint of their superior intelligence. This
superiority depends for the most part, however,on a command
over the fallacies that impose upon their credulous and super-
stitious clients. Thus the ablest members of the profession
become more or less conscious dec though it is by no
means the case that a sorcerer is Fan impostor. He
often sincerely believes in his owf ! erful powers; but
this sincerity renders him weaker $han‘his roguish fellow-
practitioners. It leaves him unarmed to meet the many perils
that beset him. When his incantations fail, he is not ready to
make plausible excuses like his knavish colleagues ; and before

he invents one, he may be knocked on the head by his
disappointed and angry clients? The result is that at this

, {Bid., pp. 244-331.
? Jbid., p. 214. Among the La.‘l'.llh.l of the Um Nile, for instance,
thenusucceufulmn*uuhruulenbanuh:dm {G.,pt.l.l._u&’



