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by lOme of the lists other attrihutes, which mayor may not be 
subsumed under thOJe already mentioned, e. g. knowledge of 
the art/liliasI'M (.science or man's material concerns). d!tannr­
veda (science: of archery), mi litary arrays (ry'ulta) an? weapons 
(astra), and reading of portents. 

DJrtieJ; (:The aforeMid qualit ies are required in the royal priest in 
Reli(io<.5; view of the duties he is called upon to ~rrorm. He is. 

entrusted with the supervision of all religious, as weli as sodo-­
or politico-religious cerem,onies for the royal family or the 
State:}vhich make it of paramoun\ importance th",t he: should 
be thoroughly versed in the Vedic mafllTf!! and the attendant 
rites. His pcr~onal officiation at the cerClnonies by the 
utterance of malllfllS and performance: of all other minutiae of 
the rituals may not have been needed in all caKs, for there 
were the subordinate: priests (rn'ills) for the: purpose. Ge:l1erai' 
attention to the striet conduct of the whole ceremonial and 
participation in its more important functiuns were his look­
out, Va~i~tha, the royal priest in the Rii..maya'!a, for instance, 
conducts' DaSarath~ 's Pt(t1"tf.N.· 5acrifice,1 the many sOI!uktira 
ritC! of the four princes; ;md Rama's coronation, in which he 
appears as personally anointing and" crowni,!lg Rama.$ 
Dhaumya, the Plfrolrita of the PalJQavas, officiates at the 
iantlim and ptfUf.ftka ceremonies for the achievement of their ' 
~bjects and their general welfare on the evc of their dcparture 
to live j'l(og"liio! T he more important of the: rituals arc 
performed by him on the ~casion of Yudhi~thira's coronation, 
wbich leads U~ to infer that upon him rested the most onerous 
of the dllties.~ At the Rtijasu)'1l of the same prince, Vyasa , 

·officiates asthc BrokmOl1 priest and Dhaumya as Hotr." As' 
already pointed OUI,1 the Puroltita ought to have: filled the 

~.>"IJ,!", curi •. 16, 11; GIlnt"{I-Pvril'!", r.xi i. 12: K4m""dala),IJ, iv. JI; 
S "ltrunUi, ii.1S-So: Y4jii.n'lJ/J:),IJ, i. 31J; NfIi1141t74"'rllJ (by Somadc .... 
Silri), xi. 4,,« (FIroJsila-sllHlu,ldl;a); d. J. A. O. S., ~iii. 156. 

, HIlm., I. 'artIJSSK. Here VasiW!ailCXI',elsty mcntiot>ed asofficiating 
as Bralw'lJ" pnest. 

" 16M., i. It!. ~I-" C!. RIJlJh"''''~a, iii. IS for the ~domlance of 
R,-hu" SQ'f!Su"" riles by tile: royal priest. 

IMIII., VI. 1:& 
• 4fOA. , iv. 4- 51 , p, .,jIb NilJ.kuj.lba', commentary. 
I .tfOA., ,.~. 40- III: • MBIt., ii. 33. 32-S • 
• Sec the Ii", P"n&:r&ph 01 th is eh~pler. 
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first po.'I ition; but an exceptm seems to have been made in 
favour of V},asa, in view perhaps of his relationship to the 
Pa(l{lallas and his deeper scholarship.l In the fIorse'5acrince 
performed by the emperor Bali, his Pur()ni/a S;krdcarya , 
figures a5 ' ts Bra/mlllJl pric31.~ Garga was a3ktrl by Vasudeva 
to perform the naming ceremOlly of his sons Balarama and 
Srlk~(Ia because he wa.~ t he domestic priest of the Yida\'il.s 
and versed in sacred lore and astrology.~ 

The P"y()/tita is sometimes aPllointed 10 Ix: the prince's T~loria1; 
\ tutor (KUrtI) for instruct ing-him in the i~slras and coJlducting 
the nccess.1fY rites up to dirfa-karlnftl~ (tonsure). It is the 
Acary<t who performs his ujlllltlyalla (investilure with the 
sacre<! thread) and thereby undertakes his education thence_ 
forwa rd." The PUTo/lita at times happens to be both the 
Grim and the .-{caryn, as instanced in the case of Va~~~ha 
completing aU the rit c~ of D:.saratha's sons up to the "paM. 
falla inc1usive.G jukracarya, the domestic pricst of Hira1).ya-
lIaSipu appean; as appointed by the king to conduct the 
education of his sons l'rahl!i.da and others in the first capacity 
of Gurll.' 

The royal pricst nowhcre appears as a j~dgc in a court o[Pur.il"'}" 
justice .• According to Apas.ta1lJba, ' cases of non.op,ervance 
on the part of Rrii.!tJJ/a~a householders or penances ptescrib!od 
by the ACMYIT for breaches of caste-rules according to sacred 
law were referred by the kinE to his Pllrunita for trial. The 
latter issucd a fresh ordcr for compliance with the proper 
penances, and, if tbis order was st ill disobeyed, the offenders 
"'ere brought to reason by penalties other than corporeal 
punishment and servitude. Tht: PI/yuhita, according to 
Vasi~tha again, has to ~ha.re with the king penances for certain 

1 Sudharman was the PllrMitll ofihe K aUIII'";\$ (MOil., Iii. 40- 5, .ith 
NfltP.ntho.'i C<.Immenlary~ 

'JJM/J.n ... la.P .. rd'!ll, ,·iii.";I3- 14. 
• /~jIf., L g. 1-6. 
, MtUl ll, ii. 14~ ; Ytfjiitwaiqa, i.)40 . 
• MMII, ii. 14<> ; Y4iiitwallJ'll, 1.,3.4. For tbe dUlleS of "foJd"J'''ya 

(sub-teBcbtr) ~d TIt"i (sacri6cia l priest), .ee Mallll.ii. 141, t43, attd 
Y4j1ltnHlll!", I. 3S. 

• fUm., t. 18. 1I~-5, witb 1UnIA.,uja's commeatasy. 
1 RlufgllWlla..Pllr41pJ, vii. 5- I fr. 
• A1'IJII(lIII;", ii. 5. 12_16. 
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prncribeci casu of miscarriage or jLlltice, ViL if the latter set!! 

£n:e a criminal tiesen·ing punishment, or punishes an Innocent 
man.l 

N.,~ The Pur(!/iila is appointed at times to carry on nesotiations 
tory; between the 1O\:'ereign and other parties for variou! purposes, 

political or otherwise. King Drupada of ~ai'i.cala, for innancey · 
sent his Puroni(a as dlita to the Kuma with a political 
message,' and, on a previou. occasion: to the Piil.1<:!avOlll, to 
ascertain particulars about .their parentage with a vicw to. his 
daughter's marriage_~ To cite 11 I:.ter instance, Suddhodhllna 
sent his PUY(I/t:"'« to Dal.1~apal.1i to negotiate th8 'maniage 
between the latter's d;wghter' and Gautama.i 

PoIII;<I.I. The royal priest is never a minister (mallfrmj (:& ojfiao, 
either -i~ the Vedic period or later, though there is no bar to 
the combination of the two functions in the same person except 
the - practical di ffic ulty it involves. The duties attached to 
each of these offices are heavy enough, and their amalgamation 
would but make it impossible for a single person to perform 
the combined duties efficiently. The two offices appear 
sq»rate from the liats of offices of the Vedic period ; (. and 
theft! is no evidence on record pointing to their identity in 
earlier t imes. The Vedic state-council was not so exClusive as 
it was in later times, and, even if it were 50, the presence of 
the Puro/lita there, as al$(l in the secret conclave of the later 

I epic and the Paural.lic periods, might not have been productive 
. o( .~ny positive evil; but the practice appears to have been 
' otherwise. So far as the evidences go, nowhCl"e is he seen to 
occupy, or r«ommended to ha"c, a seat in the slate-council,. 
though the use of the same name SaNtif both fot the royal 
court and the itale-courn; ii lI1.iI.y give rise to this misleading 
impression_ The non-didactic portions of the Maltiiblu6aJ4 
show the kings anivi~ at important decisions in m~tt.Of 
State without !Ouch regard for BfJhlJl~ok or mmlfoterial 
aqvice, and much Jess, if at all, for .,t elf their PuroJ,.jtaJ." 

, Y~if{lc~, xix. 40-43. MBA., v. S. IS. 
I MII"~ i. 193- 14-1 ? , " . 
• Ltdil4ttisUr4 (Iraul by R.. L. Mitra TittLL h.diCII)}, ch. xii, p. 1103. 
~se.e dte ehaplcr " F-vo/llliolt of th~ Prirtcipa\ State-<lllXl.b '. 

See tbe cb2pit"r' The Stlte-COllncil '. 
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The d~ic parts of the epic recommend complete dcpcn­
~lcnce lor' the sovereign upon his Purohita. We are not in 
a position to infer from this Te€ommendation, as Prof. Hopkins 
has done,~ .that it indicates the w~~c~IC;, aulVcctian...oL.t.he 
sovereign to the form er's wi!! in all matters jncluding ' 

political. Had it been so, references of political questions by 
~ to the members of the state·council, regarded by 
Hindu statesmen from very early times as of paramount 
ne<:asity for the conduot of govqnment, would not ha"e­
iound a pl~. in the works dn polity. The royal pric~ was 
no doubt much rcsp&ted by the king, alia hIS opinions -Plsa 
carried ..... eight in the ~tioll. But versed as the 
PIIT()hiio. was in the rules of oolil)" be knew well the Iimjtl 10 ' 

""11fe range of his duties, which would have rCfldercd it a trans· 
greSSiOn on his part 10 thrust his political view~ upon the . 
save rei ,and to t to dellC'Ct him from the course Incumbent 
on him by the resoilltion 0 e s a~. It is true that 

' the king could" con~-'~ny resolution after it had been 
passed, and suggest to the councillors any alteration that he 
might think fit , and that aecordil1g to Y5.jiiavalkya the resolu­
tion had actually to be referred 10 the royal priest fOT his 
opinion. This does not mean, however, that under the ru les 
an opening was left (or the king at this stage of deliberation 
to decide upon any course of action he liked, or give effett to 
the advice of the royal priest in opposit ion to the resolution 
of the cound!. The referente of the resolution to the royal 
priest was, it should t:e held, not for giving him an opportunity 
of setting it aside, or thanging it as he pleased, but for~ 

judging of the time and place of the contemplated act ion and 
such other matters connetted therewith from tbe astrological 
point of view. Under the circumstances. t~uf>h the royal " 
pri1xercised much influence with the king, yet hI:' was 
debarred under the constitution (rom prevailing over him to 
follow in political nlaHers decided on by the state·council ; 
a course of mion that ran counter tothe advice of the political 
councillors. So long as the state-coulleil existed, able to 
exerciJe ill prescribed powers, it cannot be fairly held tlfat ... " 

~ • e· r. MBI<., i. 170-17, 78. • J. A. O. S., liii. ISS. . 

"" E 
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the monarch was but a puppet In the: hands of the royal 
priest in State mattei's.l: The causes of cJtttnsion of the 
authority of the Briinmal!tu are to be sought not so much in 
the influence, directly exerted upon the king bl( the royal 
priest. to which there was a constitutional bar, as in the 
powerful hold of the Br6.lImo1J.{Js upon the intellect of I]lC 
nation, of which the king and his ministers were but 
individual members. Anything that would tend to detract 
from that authority would all a rtlle be repulsive to their 
thoughts and feelings as weI! as °to the public qpinion rc::ued 
and moulded under the Brahmanic culture. The interference 
of the royal priest, therefore, in the business of the slate­
coundl lOT the preservation or extension of Brahmanic 
interests was not necessary in view of the wider and more 
powerful forees that were at work outside the council to 
prClCure the very same objects. 

The above limit to his constitutional ¢>wers doc:s not mean 
that the personal . influence wielded by the royal priest and 
the reverence commanded by him were not very great. H e 
and all his (Im/rulS were looked upon as divinities· in human 
form. As a depooitary of knowledge and wisdom, he was 
recommended to be the king'; guide, ~onfitla~t: and com· 
panion.' He I .. ias looked upon u a source of I ltength 10 the 
State, and his very appointment to the Pu,,,,hila.ship , not 10 
speak of hi. active parti~pation in the duties attached to it, 
were regarded as conducive to the pro:;perity of the realm.4 

Side by side with this reverence for the domestic priest is 
found a counter-eurrc:nt of feeling-not perhaps very strong­
tending to belittle him. He is put in Afanu' in the middling 
rank of the states caused by activity (ra1'al), and his position i~ 
looked upon as a curse in the Ma},abhdrala." But on the 
whole his influence predominated and grew ever great._ 

I fOT the t..t. of the .. hove iDfuellC5, Me the chapter 'The State· 
COIIlIeil '. 

• This poilll: hal been adverted to in tbe l~t chapter. 
• J.A. O. S., :riil 152 ; B-.i/s4)'1111a, i. 10. 18·1.&. 
• cr. "Mi'(M, xix.... • U,..". ~ii. <46-
• MOA., ~lii'9l- '30 j Muir, SlIfUhTl Tmr, i. 123, edJ. A, (). S~ xiii... , ... 



CHAPTER IV 

REGAL SUC(I<:SSION 

T ilE selection of the eldest son as.successor to the kingdom n . 
'-appears to have been \he I'lormaL mode of disposition in :'..':'ea~f 

ancient time5~ A review of tbe lists of kings of the Solar and diopod­
Lunar dynasties as given in the epics and plm'iIlQs sh~ws that tiol> . 

the ~ldest son as a rule succeeded- his father ~ heir to the 
kingdom, while deviations are noticed in cases in which the· 
eldest son became dvilly dead or legally incapable through, 
pbrsical defects. Among the six sons of N'.lhu~ of the Lunar 
Ra~, the second, nalned Yayiiti ,succeeded to the kingdom in 
place of the eldest, Yati , who had ~urned an altCetic.1 P'l1Jc:iu 
became king because his elder brother Dhrtarii~tta was hlind. 
when the succession became open. 

In Rlima's case, the normal rule had almost been carried Rlm.'. 

into effect \vhen Da~a ratha 'proposed to have Rima formally ~~~i'..n 
de<: lared as his successor in the presence of the priests, nobles1 fro", tl>e 

and the people, who cheerfully assented to the proposal. ~::oJ. 
The instalLa.tion of Bharata as crown-prince to the exclusion 
of Rama, the eldest brother, at Kaikeyfs instance is jn 
exception to the nortnal rule. This deviation was only possible 
for the reason that Rama himselr, the subject of t he exclusion, 
instead of making any protest like LJk,m~a, voluntarily gave, 
up his right. Otherwise, tbe citizens would have risen in btta4ces 

,revolt against the commission of an act not sanctioned by:ra:: 
praetle_ TheN: had been ~ueh an ouloorst of actiye opposi- to <1 .. 1.· 

lion when Yayiti, :I king of the Lunar Ra.dec1ared bis UOilI. 
intention 10 make Puru, his youngm JOn, heir ill JUpene.sion of~ 

• 

E' 
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the eldes', Yadul The cit izens in a body hea.ded by the 
priests came 10 the king and protested against his action, 
'A younger son cannot overstep the elder; this we make 
known to ~ec; sec that thou do thy duty.' I ' The king 
mollified them by saying, 'A son who disobeys his father is 
looked upon by sages as no son at all. All my son~ have 
slighted and disobeyed me, whereas PUm alone has carri~J out 
my wishes. The sage Sukta also enjoined me to declare as 
heir the son who would obey me.' Hence I entreat you to 
have Puru installed as heir.' T~e people ",ere 'fonvinced, and: 
submitted, saying that, as I'utu was obedient to him and 
Sukra had sanctioned the king's action, they had nothing 10 
say. Tllj~ shows that the king could not make an arbitrary 

:disposition of his kingdom. The king's will IV~S not Jaw in 
Ihi~ malter, and the peopl~ retired, not because of his will, but 
because of his reasoning, which convinced them.': 

The account o f Oevapi and Santanu In it~ epic (orm ~ may 
be cited to sholl' the: strength of the people's decision in its 
conflict with the wi!! of a king to interfere: with thc:e:stabHshed 
rules of ~uecession. rratipa, a Kuru king, had thrc~ SOILS, 

Deviipi, Biilhika, and Santanu. The eldest slItrered from skin­
disease (tt"'gtf()~{/) , but he was much beloved by aU: The king 
desired to instal! him as his heir-apparent. and made all 
'preparations therefor; but the people opposed. The priests, 
the seniors, and the inhabitants of the city and the country in 
a sudden uprising objected to have a leper as sovereign, and 
they succeeded in making good their objection without a. word 
of displ ea~ure on the part of the king. The youngest son, 
therefore, was installed as heir-apparent, while the eldest son 
retired into the woods, the second son having already left the 
rcalm,3 and having been adoptt'd by his maternal uncle. 

'MOil" i. 81. ' 1- 3); '". 149. 2- 13 ; v,t",...P,mJ"". iv. 10. Iff. ; 
"'?'U-PIlni'!O, 'leiii. 74--87 ; HOri"il~il, xu. 

MJJII., Y. 149- 1~9 . 
• Th~re a~ several aCCOhnts Dlll~y5.pi and Santanu. III the 'IK- Vd", 

,.. 98. II , the brothcr~ood (} the \,,-0 f!"rso~s does not appear. The 
N/""I<t" acco~-nl Iii. 10) ""'ales Ihllt 5anbtnu got bimKlf anointed, 
wtJo-ehpot> a dro\lghl CII5\ICd. T~is wu al1ributed by tht' BNlI"""I}4J to;> 
his havmg superseded his elder hrofbcr. s..n~u therefore Q/fMC<! I"" 
kmgdoa til Dcv~pi. who decli!l-N iI, hilt, acting UdOllltilic JlIie5I,ob~ined 
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Vasi~~hil's speech 10 Rama in the Rrimaya'!a cormborale5 Vuii'lhl" 
the above: mode of disflO$ition of the kingdom, 'Among all "~' 
the descendants of I k~viku, the first-born becomes king; you 
are the firs~bom, 0 Rima, and .should be cons~ratcd to the 
kingdom, A younger brother ... hould not be installed as king 
to the exclusion of the elder, You should not rejcct this 
prescript ive law followed by your family.' I 

E\'eT1 if this speech be: taken as pointing to a practice 
ennfined to the I k~viku dynasty, .and not general in its 
application, i~ cannot but be' admitte<l that this practice has 
been followed by the dynasty for no less than fifty-fh'e 
generations. 

Manlhara's words addressed to K'l.ikeyi regarding Rama's M&II!h.r.i'. 

consecration agree with Vasi~~ha's sp •. :ech. 'Riima will be :.~~ 
kin~ and his son after him. Kaikeyi! Bhar,at,a wi!! be 
excluded from the royal race, All the sons of a king do not 
remain in the king-demo If they are made to do so, it leads 
to a vay great harm. Therefore, kings commit the affairs 
of gO\'cmment 10 their eldest sons, or 10 others qualified 
(i.e. accordin:; to the commentary, the competent younger 
sons, if the elde~t son he incompetent): 1 Among the sons, 
the senio;, it appears, is chosen as heir by his father, the 
reigning sovereign, tor, according to Manthara'5 a~ertion, 

all the sons together cannot get the kingdom without giving 
rise to a very great harm. In support of her statement that 
harm ('DSues if all the SOn! remain in the kingdom, she points 
out that 'Rama, after his installation as king, will either 
banish Bharata or kill him '." 

Kaikeyi's statement that ' Bhard.la also will surely rc:cc:ive Kaikeyl', 

the hereditary kingdom from Rama after the lapse of a ".!cmenL 
hundrea years' aces not appear to point to any regular 
succession of the brother~ to the kingdom e\'ery hundred . 
r~iD for him. Tile epic and later I.CCOIInts gi~t t ..... 4iveW"t stones. 
Accordingl<) OIlC, nev.;ipi was passed OVff for hislepros)', wbileacconling 
to the other, 'for his uatidsm in youlh. V.I. i. 378; also Hopkillll . 
J. A. O. S., xiii. ' 40 n. I qUOIe here only one reference 10 Dt\'ipi'. 
e«lu,ion tbmUSb aiCctici,rn, viz. J""{,(,"'''',,, i,,- '21.. I:, IJ . Though 
l!>ere 8111 dilfertllCU In Ibe acCOUIIIS, Ibeir ""aring, if at all, Is 011 the . ne 
or th" other ru le of lUcce8$iolL 

, ii. 110. J5 - 7. • ii 8. 22-4. • Ibid .. 27. 



REGAL SUCCESSION CH. IV 

year. by rotation, but to Kaikeyi's confident expectation, bom 
~ her good opinion of Rama's nature, that , roling, as he will 
do, the kingdom with paternal benignity towards his younger 
brothers, he c~nnot but install Bharata as his heir,J>e it at the 
end of even a hundred years.1 The ruling of a kingdom by 
b rothers in rotation has. so far as we see, nowhere been 
retarded as having taken place in the dominiolls of Ille Solar 
and Lunar kings in ancient times ; and there is no reason to 
suppose that Kaikeyi is point ing to an actual mode of succes· 
sion instead of a mere sanguine expectation. 

!",~il Pas:u;lit Jagannatha Tarkapancanan d raws out some rules 
f~" of succession inferentially from the royal succession in the 

fcsuc ... Ram4yo,!(I, anu from the silence of Mi~ra and other legal 
authorities on the point. DaSaratha, he argues, declared to 
commit his kingdom to Rama, in the presencc of Vasi.!)~a 
and many other sages, as well as the citizens at large, which,.. 
according to him, shows that he had the'power to give lI.way 
the whole of his kingdom to the eldest son to the exclusion 
of his other virtuous sons. But, afterwards, exe1uding Rama 
and the rest, he gave au.-ay the emire kingdom to Bharata. 
as a boon to Kaikc),i. This also, according to hi~ points to 

<the kings power of giving away his kingdom to a younger 
SOf! in supersession of Ihe e1l1est ""ithout any offence on the 
part of the latter. Such a disposition of the kingdom by 
a king ae<:ording to his O\\'n sweet will is held by him to have' 
the tacit sanction of judicial authorities like Mjsra and others; 
for t be gift of a kingdom is not included by them in their lists 
of invalid gifts. 

He ptlu fOnvaTd one other argument in suI?port of the 
king's power of disposition of his kingdom, not only to one 
of his !IOns, but also to other~ mentioned below, He st~rt. 
with the proposition tbat a father has absohlte power to give 
away even the person oC his son, from which he draws the 
inferellce that it is not proper to assert that the father cannot, 
without the 3$t;ent of the excluded son (or sons): give away 

'.ii. S. 16, and Rlmlnllj&'. corruru: .. taty tbeuon. P~~it J_gannith. 
Tsrka~aa's mnuks (CoIebrlloke's DigtJI i. 4(7) are cblCU~, and 
it il difficult 10 be cet1ain whal irlftmloes be draws from the ~ 
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immovable property not yet owned by, him (or them). The 
inference is pulhed to its farthest logical limits. The ki~, 
be argues, can, in exercise of his aforesaid absolute power, 
give away the kingdom to his daughter's son, or other remote 
heir, or ev~n to a stranger, to the exclusion of his sons thougb 
devoid of offence, there being no special prohibition nor 
usage to the contrary, But no father, he add" who dis­
tinguishes right from wrong would be !;() disposed. 

In all the.e cases of .exclusion ?f virtuous sonl, the kine 
their father is bound to malte provision for their subsistence. l 

In the las'"t three cases of disposi tion by a subordinate king 
of hls kingdom, viz. to a uaughter's SOlI. remote heir, or 
stranger, the paramount sovereign has, according to Pa!)~jt 
)agannatha, the right to interfere. He can, of his own accord, 
set aside the dispositions, and give the whole kingdom to om: 
of the sons of the subordinate king without meaning any 
injury to the rest.; for a par<lmount sovereign is equal to 
a father, But if the paramount sovereign be asked by the 
excluded sons to do them justice, and he sets a.ide the 
d isposition, but, without choosing a particu1.tr 50n as king, 
leaves the matter to be dispm;ed of according to law, then, 
in the o~ion of thl: aforesaid author of the /Jicut, it does 
not appear consistent with the reason of the IlIw that one of 
the sons should take the whole kingdom without the as!;CJ)t 
of the rest, t 

The above position of PalJQit Tarkapancaaan docs not Crili"i$JII 

appear to be sound'law for the following reasons: ~ar~~_ 
(I) From the constitut ional point or vicw ' , the promise of:o£ 

, }'or de~il. regarding' ~ubli5tence', ICe 5ubseqllcnt portion, of tllis 
chapin • 

• The pararraph, ",bieh I hav~ made OUl u a!>ove,is extremely obscure. 
Its CIlntnt alone belps to some extenlto clear up ;IS meanioK' 

• To undentand tbe leeallipilieanee of the ehaptel"l bearinlon this 
subject, we .boold 1>01 study tbe pauages .put from d\cir relation to Ibe 
,eDllnaJ tttDd of the ... bole ar~enl and apart form (be <;ODin! alld the 
special cirCllm$tanc:es in ... hleb the passagea OCCUI. The c:onYel"lation 
between Rima and Lak/mllJla i •• lleaer indl!l: IOlhe maiD point. al iSlllt 
than tbe oonverJ&1;OII 0 Riina ,.jlh hil mothn'o To bill mother, RII1UI 
merely lpeak. words at obodil:neeand t.>...ob.(Km govUllCld by his f&Cred 
rel;oUvniibip 10 t.bem. To Laqma~ he appliu argomeots ",bich'lIIIoY 
satiJly a logiatl mind t~al is (ally alive to legal rigbu, whleh the I"Jler itt 
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DaSaratha to Kaikeyi regarding kingship is itself invalid. 
That promise cannot override t he constitutional law of SUCce9:~ 
~ion. It is purely a private domc!itic matter, which can ha\'e~ 
no inAuence on such an important public matter as ~e succes­
sion to the throne. 

PaJ.1Qit Tarkapai'icanan supposes that Kaikeyi ~ecured the 
lucccs.~ion of Bharata in supersession or the legal heir-apparent, 
Rama, on the strength of the promise of which ~he took 3n 

undue advantage, and the, legal inference he draws from this 
is that the king has constitutionafly the power to give effect 
to his mere wishes, wbiml\, or promises regarding lhe succession 
in contravention of the normal con~1itutional practice. Was 
Bharala's succession really hrought about by the promise of 
Daiaratha to Kaike)'!? I hold that it was not so. If we 
consider all the circumstances in that truly comple" situation 
from the st rictly legal standpoint, we shall find thi5 incontro­
vertible, fundamcntal fact standing ou t clea.· and definite f!\.lLll 
the maze of confounding: event~, viz. that it was Rama·s 
willing and cheerful rcsignation of his right to the crown­
princeship tha t really paved the way for another. For that 
crown_princeship, Riima alone was pre-eminently eligible by 
both nature and custom ; and unles, the legal incumbent, of 
his own accord, gives up the right, the way is barred for 
an>'bodyelse. What led IUma to this voluntary self-sacrifice 
is another matter, which belongs to the domain of morality 
and religion, and has no constitutional significance whatever. 
The whole epic, indeed, is based on thill supreme act of self-" 
satrifit e on the part of Rama_a 5e1f-sacrifice which was not 
forced upon him by the mandlte of an autocratic sovereign, 
but was the spontaneous outcome of Rama's unfettered, 
i~ivi~1 o;I~ision which placed some things higher than 
an earthly kingdom. The credit of this self-sacrifice belong!\1 
wholly and exclusively to Ramacandra, the hero of the epic, 
wbo took upon himself the lOad of untold suffering to save 
his father frorr. the sin of violating his' plighted troth', This 

even 'prepared 10 usert by force of arms. III tbe light of what has been 
explalo~ aho~ are. 10 be. ioterp~led p:lasagea like those, which may 
ott.er'l"Ile be m!slndm:: U.:1O. JO; ~I. 30. 
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lendl its charm and ethical nlue to the epic, of which it is 
indeed the starting-point. To ignore this is to forget the 
\'ery basis on which the epic rests, and is to misunderstand 
utterly th" character of the hero. 

To sum up: Da.saratha was legally incompetent to make 
or keep any promise in respect of succession. When Kaikeyi 
extorted DaSaratha's sanction to Rharata's succession, Rama­
candra was the only person who could secure its observance, 
and he cheerfully sacrificed himself to prevent his father's fall 

J' from truth. To regard him as the victim of DaSaralha's abso_ 
lute power ~th as father and sovereign, as the leamed Pa~Qit 
supposes, is, I repeat, to misunderstand 1M epic and to lose 
sight of the real point of the-i~lV. 
,(~) The people at hu(::e as a constitutional factor have been 

altogether ignored. 
(3) The legal authoritie~ arc silent on regal succession, 

They t reat uf the ... alidity or other~·ise of gifts of variolls 
sorts, but omit, as Pal),.lit Tarkapaiicanan mention~, to speak 
of 'the gift of a kingdom by a king'. The inslances of 
succession furnished by ancient Sanskrit literature, so far as 
I see, give us cases which only to a smail extent make up for 
the silenc·e of the legal texts. Nearly all of them illustrate 
the devolution of kingdom on the elde'it or other sons of the 
retiring or deceased sovereign, and not on daughter's son.~, 

other remote heirs, or strangers. The sil~nce of legal aUlhori­
tics cannot be construed into a ~upport of Pal)Qit Tarka­
p."lfieanan's position: while the absence of recorded instances 
of such cases leaves us quite :n the dark as to what the 
lal\' was. 

(4) The inference from the premiss that a father, as having 
.' power to give away the person of his son', has also by 
implication power to give away immovable property (e\·en 
supposing that the kingdom is an immovable property to 
which the son has a prospective right) without his consent 
blay be s;und l~cally, but .E0t legally; for law is often 
a negation of logic, 

(5) The attribution of powert of disposal, in two differ'eat 
classes of cases, to the paramount sovereign, who i. said to 



REGAL SUCCESSION CH. 1V 

etand lit /oUl parllt/is, is a very far-fetched extension of the 
previmu inferen~s, in support of which again no law or 
example has been quoted. 

Pro...". The poait ion as it now stands agrees wi th the .~ondusion 
Hopkllll" ,-
condllli<lD. drawn by Professor Hopkins : ' If there are t wo (or more) 

lIOund sons, the king had no allowed right to select other 
' than the eldest as heir. and, if he exeeNled his ri:::ht in this 
I regard, the people openly and threateningly called him to 
account for his departure.: 

As to the order of succession; therefore, no ancient work, 
so far as I see, throws any light on any other than the very 
first group of heirs, viz. the king's SODS. 

!bS01 di.. As regards legal incapacity ariSing from physical defects, :.0= we meet with examples of blindnes:; and leprosy operating ' 
a1; grounds for exclusion from the throne. The case of 
Dhrtara.'!tra is an in~tanee of the former disability I and 
Devapi of the lauer, 

Clitici .... 
of Pro­
,.~ 

lIopk;~.' 
opUUo<> 
"'ganlmg 
I~di •. 
abill\i"-

Professor Hopkins holds that these physical ddects were 
not felt to be an infra ngible leg;!;l bar, drawing this infere!lf;:e, 
I 1;UPpose, from the [ollowing {acts regarding Dh[taraHr.a and 
Dyumatscna (father of the ..... ell·known Satyavat, husband of 
Savitri '}: Dhrtar~~ra after his brother Pa1,l~lu's deatn wielded 
political power virtually as a king for some t ime, and Yudhi-
~~ira was consecrated to Yaf/iWroJYIl (erown.prineeship) a 
year after hb father P.i1)9\1·S decease.' This consecration to 
erown-princeship is an anomaly, and appears to ha" e been 
dictated by policy 0'1 the' part of Dhrtara~lra and his $005. 

Yudhi~thira ought to have been installed as a full.f1edged 
king, and not as a mere crown.prinee or successor to a 

.kingdom not yet to hand. The tender age of the heir of the, 
dectalled king Wa! no bar to his coronation. Janamejay~ 

for instance, was a mere child at hilli father's death, and yei 

, 'Dh~ITU IV acal4~viic! raiyam na pu.tyapady;lIa· (i.e. Dhrta· 
T~tra dId noi ~.~ . the kingdom for h,s bJindDHI) MOil., i. 1"9- :>. ' 

j,A.O.S., ""!. ''- ; al ... p. 1.43 • 
• Sr:e .If Oil., .. 139. I If. Prof. HopkilU regud5 it '" an act of 

riCtUeOll"""! oil Dh!Ur~t\I'.'s Pill 10 ILave Yudhinblra inlltalled II 0'(I1ftI.. 
pnnce. He does not seem \0 notice that by thlli the latter .. a.c giVtJI 
leu than bis dllot. 
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" " he was installed as lrinK.' Yudh~~hira's consecra~ion to the 
crown.printe!hip d()e!l not relatively imply kingship in 
Dhrtari,rtra. He was never formally crowned as ~uch, and 
whatever.power he wielded as king of the whole ancestral 
kingdom was rt8erved to h imselfl/Partly by force and cleveN 
ness and partly by hi!! relationship tv Yudb~hira, who, out 
of respc!;t, was reluctant to oppose his uncle', wil l. The slow 
PTocess in which the right law asserted iuelf and the seeming 
suhmission of the people for some time to Dhrta r~ra.'s 

yoke should not be construed into an acknowledgement that 
congenital b lindness was not an iufrangible legal disahility, 
In d isputes between princes and kings, there is no trihune 
for administering a !!peedy justice; atJd if the la"' remains in 
abeyance for a t ime, the abeyant state of things should not be 
mistaken for the lawful onc. It is therefore inco" ett to hold 
that Dh!Ur~!ra reigned as sovereign of the paternal kingdom 
in spite of hi! phy!kal defect. 

It is equally incorrect to draw thc same conclusion from 
facts regarding Dyumatsena. He was king of the Salva ~ 
kingdom, became blind in !;our.;e of time, and was dethroned 
by a usurper. Thc minisler after some time slew the usurper, 
upon wltich the people went to the forest hermi tage, where 
the king had taken refuge, to {etch him to hi~ dominions, say­
ing, 'Blind or not, he will be our king.' Tht: account says 
that he had already been restored to sight, about which the 
people knew nothing.' It 'was therefore ac tU<llly a case of 
restoratiob to kingdom of a king without any physical defe!;t. 
Even if the k ing had been blind at the time of his restoration, 
it would not have constituted an illustration sufficient to 
justify Professor Hopkins' inference. It does not speak of 
rither congenital blindness or even blindnes. prior to acces!ion 
to the throne. The king appear.l to have reigned .. he 
had turned blind and before he was dethrohed. T tu. only 
shows Iha,t a pbysical defect of the lcind arising subsequently} 

1 MBII., 1. 44'_1-7. 
1 It wu near Kuruk,etra {_MOll .. iv. I, , If.,. OOII'IpriliugJXlftiOOlS of 

the territories of )odbpur, 1&ipur, sod Alwar. (~r. N. L. Uey',.GI~ 

r'''''''c.J DitflQury, :mded., il1tbe prelL) 
• M BII .. iii. 293· 7""9; ~9i. l"'J. 
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to the opening of succession cannot deprive a king of the 
kingdom al ready ,·esltd in him.' 

We now turn to the question of the sons who though 
virtuous are excluded from the throne to make roolfl for the 
eldest. It has been alread.,.tattd that the king their father 
is bound to make prodsion for their subsistence. This sub­
sisten(c does not mean' barely enotlgh to support life ', for 
a man may support life on lea\'es, root.~, and the like ; nor 
does it mean an < appanage, that would el,able him to live like 
the brother upon whom has devolved the kingdom '. T he 
subsistentI' should. therefore, mean enough for' a decent 
living.2 

Thnllgh this is the general rule , we find $Orne pro\-ision 
made far the excluded princes. The descriptions in the 
1'lIni'!tls n:lating to the dcvolt1tian~ of kingdom, are generally 
silent :'15 to !uch prollisiall$, !IIt'11tioning lhe name of the crawn­
prince as such and ei ther only stating balely those of the 
other princes ar giving their 101,11 num!xr without reference 
c,·en to their names. \Ve have to gather our information, 
therefore, from the occa., jona! C,l SCS in which the descriptions 
either in t he PlIl"li~II1S I'f other San~krit works aTe more 
detailed. 

The kind of provision mD:lt con~idera:c towaro5 the e xcluded 
princcs is found in the ca$C of dispo~itions in favour of Riima's 
sons and nephew~. The t \\"o sons of Bha tata were installed 
kings of Tak~asila and l' u~ka rii \'at a in Giindhara conquered 

~' by BhaTata.' the-two son;; of :)au ughna, kings of Madhura and 
VaidiSa-, Ihe former had ng been subjugatro by Satrughna,' 

I I"ngi Kal~!->pii.d3 and 1.:"Lo.;3 we,.., Dot depr'ved of their YeSled 
k ingdoms on account of disabilities. (Sec ,l/B/I., i. 176, for Ka1nW.?api<!a., 
and Sk.' 11<t" -P,,,4'$tJ, "'~lram·Klta'!1', xlix, for Ka lab..) Ve'.l.l "'~~ 
attacked ""Ih lepT<»Y, fnr ,,·hieh he ~ho was not deprivtd of bi s vested 
kiTlgdon,. (S.., C~nningbam , A'm·ml GroP"J"7 "f Inti,.". f.: 336, 
~krring tD the Vi, ,!,,-Punf'f<' . The SktJ"d"-P,mr",,, " "gnm-If."A"'!'!a, 
\nxiii, alludes 10 the di5&Se, and, unlike t he abo,·e aC«IUBt, describes it 
as ""lting pro'oed (alallo Ve~.t.). • 

I See Colebrook..'Il)ipst, i. 419, 47<.1 . 
• 1M",., ,·ii. 101. II; for the conqueSI or Gilndhara by UhaJ1lla, see 

ibl·d.,4-U. . 
• Rlfon. , ,·ii. l oS . 9-11 ; for the conquest of MMibura by Satl'llghna, X"C 

I"',d. , lxlx. 36«.; In. I ff. 
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while the t wo sons of Lak~ma~a, kings of t wo cities in Karl!. 
patha newly subdued' by Bharata :md Lak~ma~a. l I n the 
case of Rama's two sons, Kusa and Lava, the former, the 
first.bom. obtained Southern K oSala, comprising ~yodh)' :;', 

while Lava, Northern Kciala witffts chief to'wn at Sravasti t 
From th is it appears tha t Rama's nephews were given regions 

:1:hat were accretions to the paternal kingdom. Only as regards 
Vaidib we do Mt find when it was subdued. but aU the 
other places were newly conquereq,. R.ama's nephews there­
fore obt.a ined regions, IIO! as mere estal~ from which to draw 
their appan~ges, but as kingdoms of which they "'ere consc-.... 
crated kin::;s; but tll(:se regions were not part of the ancestral 
kingdom. In regard to Rama', sons, the younger was given 
a portion of the hereditary kingdom while the elder the 
remainder. The portion of the elder was of course the more 
important, bc:iJlg superior in extent and riches, and contain­
ing the met ropolis-of the form er empire. The most striking 
featu re of this provision is d ivision of the anceslral kingdom. 
Kusa docs not obtain the ancestra l kingJom in tot". but has 
to part wi th a port ion, of which his brother is installed the 
king.' 

A secf,1'ld kind of provision is met with in some account.> 
(.I f Y~1iti's sons. It has been already explained how the 
youngest of t h/::m, I'uru, succeeded his fathe r to the exclusion 
or his elder brothers. To these e:o<ciudcd princes ",'ere allotted 
port ions of the empire, where they ruled, bul under the 
conlrol or Pur~. "It is not clear whether they were placed 
there ~ viceroys or Puru, or as tributary prinees.~ Some of 

, j,,'lt"'~ vii. 10:; for cOII'luut oi K.irupatba by IIharata and LaktIDal).a, 
i1CciM/. 

• 1.'41 .... , vii. 107. 17. 
• This ki..d of. pro,'i.ion appcan ttl have beer. made for tbe son_ of 

King n.,.·jku {MB"', xiv. ". ), 4), as also for those 01 King UparicaJa 
I; . 63- 19""3:~ , 

• The B!t4~MJ/(J·PunI"" (ix. 19. 21-3) mentions the follooring allot­
mel'llS, "it.. toI1th (i.e. of the empire) 10 Yady, west to T urvasu,l<IUth_west 
to llruhyu, u.d DorIb 10 Anu. PIi"l/"''''' '/JSlaI{~d 4"',""," 4 ';'4 'wAok 
.,.,,,../d' IJM t;'~ dlk~ crotAu-s Were pla&td ,.,ftin- IIi. ,,,,,,/ .. ,,1. 

The VipPt,P/i1'4/p (iv. 10. If - rS) mentions in substance the arne 
arraug~nl, m.t is not so explidt. S!)IIJe of the Pu .. 4tJtu .-det ollly 10 
the .Ulllmen" tlltbe son. withl>\lt alIudina: IlIlhe saperi<>r control<>f Puru. 
e.g. V"Y'"xciii; HtJriva'!'iIJ,XXll. 
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the accounts are silent iI.!I to the superior control of Pum over 
his brothers, (rom which we may hold 'that the elder brothers 
were independent of the youngest. If this was the ClI.se, it 
was the same as that in regard to R.ima's SOIlS an~nephews. 

Had it been otherwise, Le.r'.f.uru holding the superior control, 
we can diffen:ntiilte it as a second kind of provision for the ~ 
excluded princes. 

A third kind of provision i9 one in which no portion of the 
kingdom is given to the"princes as appanage. They live 
jointly with their royal brother, 'the State bearing all their 
expenses. We not ice this in the case of the fiyc Pa~9avas. 

Though the ancient texts do not furnish express rules for 
regal ~lIcce>:&ion. the Riija-Dltarma-KalistuMa,1 a later San­
skrit work, enters into a discussion of the subject thus: 

(I ) Of the many classes of sons of a king, lIiz. aura.f{I, 
kft/raja, dat/aka, krtrima, gii4l/(J/palllla, apaviddha, 
iallilla, salu4lul, krila, jmlllar!J!tavtt; st1a)'a1{fdatta, and 
diisa, the labt three are excluded from kingship, the 
remaining nine han: right to inherit the t hrone in the 
order of their enumeration.' 

(2) If the eldest son of the senior queen be junior to that of 
a junior queen, the former cannot bc superseded. 

(3) Of the two princes hom of two queens at the same 
moment, the son of the senior queen will have' 
pre{eren~. 

(4) Ortwins, the first-born obtains priority. 
(5) and (6) A prince with organic defect'is always ex:cluded 

(rom the throne. giving place to the one next to him in 
seniority. The b.Utr's line continues on the throne in 
spite of the existenCe of able-bodied lIOllS of the excluded 
prince. Provision should be made for the maintenance 
of the exclu,ded princes and their families. 

Tum, .. r Kingship held for a certain term appears to have been the 
mp.ip. I practice in a few eouotries in early times. There were 

I octennial, triennial, annual , and even diurnal tenu~, at the 

I The manuc:ript i. ill my pouosioo. The subject iI dealt witll ill the 
b~, of pt. iu. 

T This Jtatement • bue<I on tbe Kalil:4-PII"'I!., lu>;¥iii. S4"1. 
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end or ..... hicb the monarch was either deposed, put to death. or 
passed through !Gme substituted ceremony. The reign of the 
ancient Spartantkings'appears to have been limited to eight 
years, thS term being perhaps determined by the octennial 
cycle of the earl}' Greek calendars, whiclf attempted to 
reconcile solar and lunar time.l The same seems to have been 
the term of regal office of tbe Idog of Cnossus in Crete. At 
the end of each ,period, the king had to renew hi) sacred 
powers by intercourse with the goqhead at the oracular cave 
on Mount Ida, without Il'hich he forfeited his th rone.t A 
tTiennial te~urc of kingship wa,o; in vogue among the chiefs of 
the Remon branch of the Ijehu tribe of ~agos in Southern 
:"Jigeria.~ Traces exist of a cu~tom of kitling the kings of 
Hawaii at thc end of a rear's reign:' while the Sacaea festival 
at Babylon perhaps points to a similar practice among the 
Babylonian kings.$ The ~ti1l more dreadful diumal tenure of 
king_'Illip seems t~have been the practice in a certain kingdom 
which still e"i.<.l~. In Ngoio, a province of the ancient 
kingdom of Congo in West Africa, the custom is that the 
person who is consecrated king should be put to dealh on 
lIlt: night after his coronation. The head of the Afusurongo 
por.sessc! the right of succession, but does not ex~rci.$C it . and 
the throne stands vacant.d In cases like this, it may ~ 
natura l1), sopposed that people would be reluctant to exchange 
their life for a short·lived glory On the throne, and the supply 
of kings would be very meagre, or nil. To maintain a regular 
supply, traces exis\ in legends of a custom of compelling men 
to accept the fatal sovereignty.! In some racei and at some 
periods of history, the fear of death was not so great as v.-e 
suppose, and the recruitment of candidates {or the fatal crown 
was at no time a difficult matter. In many places, the rigour 
of the acceptancc of the deadly crown was softened by the 
appointment of nominal kings during-the substituted temporary '~o ... iIW 

abdications of the real kings, who "'"Guld otherwise have been •• U!>'-

1 Sir 1. G. F,uu's GoM". Bow.!}" third. ed. (beJIcefOtlh iDdiQ-ied i s 
G,l, pt. ni, lIP- Sa-6&. 

, JfNJ., pp. 70, 11. I Ibid., pp. I [It, 113. 
, Ibid., pp. 111, 118. • IWd., PI>- I T3-IJ . 
• INd., pp. liS, 119. ' lIdd., pp. '}4-41· 
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puttodcath. ' The nominal kings were sgmetimes relation. 
(}f the: royal family-evc:n [he king's sons,\'nd were in many 
illStanccs put to deQth.' 

Among many peoples there were no fixed ter~ of king_ 
ship, and so\'e~igns were killed on approach of old age or 
failing health, e.g. to name only a few, among the people of 
Congo, Fazoql on the Blue Nile, Unyoro and other paris of 
Africa, the Ethiopians of "feme, the Shi1luks of the White 
Nile.~ 

Ind'"" ~ The tenure: of regal office was fi),,:ed at twelve years in the. 
::=J:'.~ province of Quilacarc, about twenty leagues to the north.cast 
n~ \.,m,. of C~~ _Comwin . . There, an old travener ' records, a great 
:w:!~ r~sliva.l was held every twdve years in honour of an idol. 
Quit.,'."o The kings of the province had no morc than twdve: years to 
noar ..... 1'.. ••• • 
Co","';". reign, I.e. the mtervals bo:tw~n the festivals. On the day of 

the jubilee, there <lS~mblcd there innumerable peop!e, and 
much money was spent in giving food t-l) fJYliHmaIJas. A 
woodell scaffuldiug was mad!;, ~I'read over with silken hang_ 
ings. After bathing at a tank with cer<:monies and music, the 
king came to the idol, prayed to ii , mounted on to the 
scaffolding, look some vcry sharp knives, and began to cut off 
his nose, eMS, lips, all his members, and as much fl esh off him­
self ~ he could, until through 10$ of blood he began to faint, 
when he finished himself off by cutting his throat him3df. 
Durin:;: this sacrifice to the idol, tbe next candidate, who wished 
to reign during the ensuing twelve years !lnd underti!.ke similar 
martyrdom for love of the deity, bad to be present. And they 
raised him up from his place as king. 

Do.... The Zamonn (li t. god 011 carth) of Calicut on the Malabar 
dowuU. i 
lenni. of coast had also to cut his throat in public at the end of a twelve 
kitIs:.hip years' reign. This practice was mooified towards the end of 
a, Cnlicul. the ~venleenth century, according to Alexander Hamilton, 

who did not personally witness thc festival, but heard from 

• C.; pt. ii~ PP. 148-S9. • lbid.,pp. 160--<}S. 
• Ibid., pp. 14-46. 
• Ibid., pp. 46, 4i, quoting D\larte Barbose. A Dumptiun 0/ flu CNSts 

oj E4t1 Afn;;".urd MalaW i lf 11t~ Blg;"",'''K 0/ Iltr Six/mult CI1Ihuy 
fHakluyt Society, LalldOll, 18(6), pp. 17J 11". 
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a distance the souml of guns fired day and night in connexion 
with the ceremony,'"of which he has left an account. I 

Mr. W. Logan, with the help of the reigning sovcreign of 
Ca[icut, e""mined,in the latter part ofthe nineJeenth century, 
the records of these fcstivals as preserved in the royal archives. 
From his description, we can have an accurate conception of 
the modified prnctice that wa~ in voguc up to 1143. when it 
tonk p.~ for the last t ime.' It wa~ known as lIIahii-makka 
lGreat Sacrifice}. It took place t very twelfth year, when 
Jupiter was in relrograue motion in the sign of the Crab, and 
lasted twenty-eight days. Thc ceremony was observed with 
great pomp at the Tirunavayi temple on tlie north bank of the 
Ponnani River. From its western gatew;ty iI stuight T02d 
ran foc half a mile to a hi:;:h ridge with a precipitous bank, on 
whicb were three or four terrace;. On the topmost terrace 
the king took hb stand on the last day of the festiva l. The 
plain below swanfled with troops numbering about forty 
thousand, gathered there to defend the king. The road 
cutting across the plain from the temple to the king-'s stand 
was kepI clear. It wa~ barred by palisades 011 each side, and 
lung spears, held by strong arms and projected through the 
p"lisa.de ~n either hand, met in the middle of the road, making 
" glittering arch of steel. When all was ready, the king 
waved his sword, and a large chain of massy gold enriched 
with bosses was plaCed on an e1cphant at his side. This 
served as a signal, ano the very moment a stir might be seen 
ncar the gate of the'temple. A number 01 swordsmen decked 
wilh Howers and smc:ued with a~hes steppecl out of the (Towd. 
They had just partaken of their last meal on earth, and were 
receiving the bleEing~ aner·farewell s uf their friends. A 
moment later, they were coming down the lane of spcan, 
winding, and writhing, and stabbing right and left at the 
~pcarsmen. One afler another they fell, some nearer the 
king, some farther off. 

'AluaDdc; Hamilton, 'A New Account of tbe East Ind ies,' in 
Pinkerton's ~",)' .. cu and T,,,,ve/1, vi ii. p. 37~. (C., pt. iii, pp. ~7, 48.) 

I W, 1.o(an'5 M .. JMa .. (Madru, 188?), i. 162-9. The ""ler describe. 
in pat1icular thc a:remo~y of IC,s} when fiflr·fi~" men p"'ri~bed in their 
:uumpt to kill the reigning ~o~rt:ign in the maDDcr dcscribed above. 
(G., pt. iii, pp. 4'r'1). 

"" 
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The next e~mple cited by Dr, Fra7.er is from Bengal under 

its Muhammad,tn rulers. Here, he: hal. e\'idently beell misled. t 

The extract (rom the Ttl&llk-i·Biibari upon which he ba~! his 
statement does not in (act refer at aU to any cerr:mony like • that at Calicut. 

The legend about King Vikramaditya of Ujjain, tbe ancient 

capita l of Malwa, has it tbat once on it time an arch-fiend 
with a number of devils at his command took up hi' abode in 

the city and began to de,-our the people. The city was fast 
losing its inhabitants. To stoP it , the prinQpal cit izens 
~I':questcd the fiend to redm::e his daily rations to one man 
only, who wOll1d be duly delivered up to him. The demon 

agr«d, but stipulated that the person ~o delivered should 
mount the throne and exercise royal power! for a day. The 

names of the citbens were ente red on a list, and every day onc 
of them in his tum ruled from morning to night and was 
devourt'd by tbe fiend. Now. it happendl that a caravan of 
merchants from Glljrat baJtl':d on thl': banks of a river not far 
from the cit)'. They hac! a servant, who was no other than 

, v' .. pl. iii, p. ,I. The enmple h~s been Cil~d from H. ,\1. Elliot's 
J"'sI~'J' ~f Inti", ar '~M by il. 011'" lIi,'m.,,,,u, iv. 260, 261 (nunc! (rom 
the T"~,,J--i·IJIlhzrf). The 7NZa./: says,' It is a s in£ular <:Ullom in lIenpl 
Ihat there i~ link: orhc'~dit.ary d~nt in 5~o:_ion to I h~ 5O,·en:ignty .• .• 
Whoever kiUs the king, and succ~ds in placing himKJf on the t~rone, i, 

-immedial(\y ackno1<ledged u king. All the amin, .. aIiB, soldiers, and 
pu.u.nl& inst3Jltly obey and submit 10 him .•.. The people of 'leng .. ! ""~, 
"We .. 1f: (ailhlul to Ihe Ih",ne; whoevt, mI. Ihe Ihrone, we ale obedi.nl 
and !rue to him." As, fur in!lanet=, befolf: Ihe mITeS';on of Nus •• ! Shih's 
fa~Mr, an Abyssmian (MIl>.>.ffar Shiih A.Os" I), hhing k;iUed the reigning 
king,motJnled thlhroneandgoyerned Ihekingdomfor some time. Sullan 
Alauddin killed Lhe Abyni,,;.o, ascended the Ih",ne, and .. as aekno .... 
lcdgN lIS kir.g. Afk,. SNllan Al4uddtn'J d~"';',IJu l-inJ"""ldn·oJ."d b)' 
I/lutui"" (0 Iris ,an, who nO'll' . ciKned.' John Dow50n, tbe editor of 
Elliot'o work. 'WfORg!y Ihink. il 10 have beeJI the CIISIOIIl among Ihe 
M,m;unmadan ",Iers of Ilengul 10 succeed 10 the throne by kim", the 
~igning 5O'lCJ'eign, and parallels it with the Malaba. ian custow ju.I ...... 
described. (See Elliot, cpo ~i(., Po ~ n.) Thill hal evi4el:ltly Illille'd 
Dr. Fraze,. The aboy~ insllUlC~ from Bel'S:R] i, no culll)l1l at all. It is 
but a diSOTde.1y sto.lt of royll &uccessio~. AnyOQt .. ho happened 10 bave 
had po"'" in h~nd, and m~ to kill I .... ruler, was obeyed by the 
Stilte officiab and Ihe people, because Ihey had no other a!'teruativ.:. tt 
would"" observed at", thai Sultao Alo.uddin w:os succeeded by hi. oon in 
the ""mi.] ",ay. H a.d!heR buo .. CUItom like that of Malabar, 
a a!:mnony for killing Sultan Alaudd[n ought to h.ue been hcld. In fact 
Ih~ was no loch ceremony Ihal "'C hear 01, and il WU ~er obte",ed, 
,by any of the Muslim rulc., of ilcngal. 
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Vikranlliditya. To be brief, the next day, a potter·s son was 
being carried in gr~at pomp to the royal palace to rule for 
a day and die. Vikramiiditya, on entering the city, .saw the 
spectacle ind proposed to ... ec~pt the fata l sovereigntJl; in his 
stead. The demon came to devour him as J~ua l , and, after 
a terrific combat, was compelled br Vikram<lditya to quit 
the city, never to return. Thenet.forth Vikramadit}'ll wa.~ 

ac~pted as !IOvereign by th~ people.1 

It is difficult to gauge the amount of truth round which the 
legend has ~rown up. According to Dr. Fraz~r, the persistence 
of bJood)' rites at Ujjain, of which he gives an account, raises 
a pre~umption tba t the tradition of the ' daily sacrifice of 
a king th~re is not purely mythicaJ.f Reminiscences of defunct 
customs survive in a dilu ted form in legends. The present 
story, however, does not speak of any fata l periodical 
ce~m{)ny at/allIcd fo kineS/lip by 1M (uslom oj flu COUI/fT)'. 
Its principal point' is I/~ daily slayi,,! oj a ma", of whont 
kingship is but an accident, an office that is fixed upon hinl 
alter his selection to meet death in his turn. The difference 
between this stor), and the accounts noted already is very 
gtrat; indeed, so great that it makes the question of affinity 
between thrm a matter of coubt. If this c ifference be the 
effect of e."<treme dilut ion of the ancient custom, of which the 
legend is supposed to be a reRe<tion, Dr. Frazer is right. H 
not, it is risky to base on it the inferen~ drawn by him. 

It seems to have been the custom at BiHispur in the Centra l Nomina) 

Provinces that after a rlijfi.h's decease, a Brlilm:a1!a ate klti, ~L;';. 
(a preparation of milk) out of the dead king', hand, and 
occupied the radi for a year. At the end of the period, he 
was given presents and dismissed from the territory,apPUdltly 
!lCv« to return. The spirit of the dead rajAh was believed to 
enEtr into the BraAmD1}1l after he had eaten the kAj" for he 
wu carefilny watched and not aUowed to go away.' 
. A &milae custom is believed to be in vogue in the hill 

stales about Kangra in the Punjab.~ 

, G., pt. ii~ ppolU, 1'3- . ' /6;11., p. I~~ . 
• G., pt. iii, p. 154. quoti~g P""fM Nil/IS "lOti f})Itrill, i, P. 86, article 

674 (May, 1834)· 
' JUt/. 
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The custom of banishing the Br4Jwta'!Q lI'ho represents the 
dead king at the beginning of the ensuing reign may, according 
to Dr. Frazer, be a substitute for putting him to death.1 

Tht idca. PrinVtive peoples sometimes believe that their ~afety, and 
t~\ro, even that of the world, are bound up with the life of the king, 
uq<!alio. whom they r~ard as a human illCRrnation of the divinity. 
the ill,tII". • _ 
tlo.... Naturally, they take the greatest care for hIS life, to prevent 

the enfeeblement of his powers and tbeir final extiuction in 
death, The anI)' way to. avert these, they believe, is to kill 
the man,god on the very appeadnce of symptoms of decay 
and replace him by a vigorous successor to who~' the soul of 
the former king is transferred before it is seriously impaired or 
has departed for good. Natural death means to them volun· 
tary departure of the wul from the body and its refusal to 
retum, or, more commonly, its e)(traction therefrom, or detcn. 
tion in its wanderings by a demon or wrcercr. Even capture 
of the soul of the dying man-god and its :ransference t v the 
successor would not serve their purpose, for it would be 
enfeebled by the weakness and exhaustion of the body it 
leaves, and could but drag out a mi~erable eKistence in any 
new human fr;l.me supplied to it. Violent death of the king on 
the appearance of signs of decay was supposed to avert all 
these evils, and was preferred to a natural oue, Some peoples 
ilppcar to have thought it un~aft: to wait for even the first 
symptom of decay, and have adopted a fixC<i term short enough 
to ensure full vigour of life during its conlinuance. In same 
places, th is belief ha~ bl'en carried to an extreme, ~i\ling rise 
to such institutions as diurnal destruction of tIle king. t 

Wbtlh.. Of the Indian examplts cited above, two appear tu belong to 
:~: ... nl'the Dravidian races of Southem India. The one regarding 
A'Y",'.h.d Vikramaditya cannot be safdy relied on, while the other from 
.~oh ,Dil,· Ben,al is wide of the mark. The inst~nces of nominal kin,_ 
tOli" ... 

, G., pl. iii , P. 154. In Cambodia and Siam, lbe temporary king ruled 
for th!ee d~ys. t'or delails of lbe in51itUlions in th~se and OIher p1:aces, 
set (" '1" m, pp. [<lS-59-

• fbi " pp. 9. 10, ,,6. The mO!;~s for ngicide reproduced here arc 
dwblCd by Mr, ""'dre .... Lang in hll M";.,i( a1Id &/,j:it1". The ooe 
8ugge~led by bun, viL old age as such, does not, I think , uplain " II the 
cases. 



CH. 1\. REGAL SUCCESS I ON 6, 
ship of Bil~spu r and the hill-states about Kangra may imply 
preceding fa tal kingships, of which ther are rel ics ; but from 
them it does not appear d early whether they rela te to Aryan 
or non-Nyan races. The ideas that arc supposed to. under­
lie the institutions have about them an a rchaic~tamp and may 
date back to a remote ant iquity, though the times when their 
accounts w~rc recorded are r!!(;en t. We do not find traces of 
such institutions in carty Sanskrit literature in connexion with 
the many cases of succession that are described at length_ In 
one place I'\, the Rtimiiyll1}4" already noted, K::I. ikcyi, in course 
of her conversation with her maid-servant, seems at first sight 
to speak of kingship termed for a hundred years; but it is 
capable or another interpretation, which appears to be the 
right one in view of the fact that nowhere wi thin the ancient 
I ndo-Ary<ln political ~yslem do we meet with any such 
custom. 



CHAP,ER V 

THE EDUCATION OF THE- PRINCE 

",. im_ TilE heavy responsibilities devolving on the monarch make 
portu.. it of paramount netessity that 'he should be, thoroughly 
ofk~' • 
..JlIClltlOll educated and trained in the art of government. 
~n .. ~~ ~ From the hierarchy of the four castes and their respective 
~. duties, it folluW5 that the wartior.ca~te should always supply 
hi ]it,", h "h I Th 'f"' " Th~ H iI"l" t e society Wit competent ru ers. e exercise 0 t ill: regal 
kiDb-' powers is not within the competency of the other three. The 
:1tbc 011 du ties of the Klatdyas comprise, according to the K aIJ!i/lla, 
J(!"'ny. adlcyayana (study), yajallQ (performance ~f !;8crificc), dana 
ou'e. (making gifts): iasl,,4j'iva (mi!itary life), and Mutarak,ol!a 

(protection of beings).l The last two items of duty are not· 
prescribed for any of t he other classes in a normal condition 
of society,' though, under abnormal eondition~ and in excep­
tional eaM:~, taking u? arms or pUl"!!uit of the milita ry profes-. 
~ion by the other eastes is me! with in li teraturc.J 

Nonr..-It is not my object 10 gi~~ lin historical ""~y of the trailling 
0( the ancient Hindu princes, but only to hril\g out a few 0( itr;II'pects. 

I I. iii, p. 7-
• The occupations of II B"d!HRa".~ afC : ( I) AdAyn'y<mn (ItOOy), 

(2) Adlr)'4i"'fI' (leaching), (3) Ya.JoVUl l""rtOTrnJn(e of .tatri£i=), 
(4) YoI'JMa (officiating lIt others' .... cr;6cu), Is) /)of"" (making giftl ), and 
(6) p,."'i~ (accepllUlCC of gifu fmn> proper ""rscm~ Those or 
a VafJyn include (I), (3), IS), as abo Kr# (agrlcultural),"'PMuP4/ya 
(caule-u arina:). and VlJI#jyd (trade). Cf. Mlllfu,:to 75 If. 

o Cf. MBA. xii. 18. 34- ' The B~oI'A"'Il~1l by taking up arml doe. n01 
incur sio in tbm: cases, vi .. self-prote<tion,quclling robbers aDd compelling 
the other ca"es to betake themselve$ to tbeir duti"".' In t~ KIlM(iIlYIl 
(IX. i~ p. ~3), however, a quotation from tbe pmolO1lS Allfry.JS as weU as 
Kaulilya h.mte1f 'pellks of ooIdie .. bdanging to all the foor casteJ. The 
Md6.!JAoI'ra/" (:<ii. 166. 34) allows a V ... :rYIl to use weaponsJ'n paniQlla, 
cirCUmltanctS. Cf. SIIJ,.a., ii. 176-80 (Prof. SarUr's Inn ., S. D,H.); 
Hopkins,}. A. O. S., xiii, pp. 761f. 

In the pr~pk period, we naturaU)' tmd IeI"Cl" hardening of caste­
diviaiOlls and gruter mingl; ... of <;LStc-OCCUpationL See V.l., ii. 249, 
351, :160. :roJ, J1-4,)90; 1.150 Vif,u·P1ml~, iv. 190 t6; MOlt, . iii. )0, 
apd ix. 40 for attainment of BnfAmlJ.!Ul-booo! by loWer QUtCl_ 
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K autilya, in dealing with the education of the monarch, goes Kau;il)'l." 

upon the assumption that he iH a KlatNyc<. As an orthodox ~p­
l1riilltllll'!tJ, he cannot but hold the opinion; and if Candra· 
gupta Maurya, whom he supported, was not really of K ;C<tri)'tJ 

birth, he must have claimecl to be and passett as such after 
his victories as a waITior and assumption of sovereignty,' on 
the supposition, of course, that the Kallliliya is really to be 
attributed to the mInister of Candragupta.= 

The educat ion of the prince i.;. entrusted to competentorrbe tint. 

tUIOrs from his infancy. Aliter t he ceremony of tonsure, which ~~~iOll. 
is g-enerallt performed ill Jlis third year," he ill taught the~ 

, 0" scann",!! Ihe dyn~$lic lislS nf Hondu ~inlll, We 1flr:f:1 as a rul., ,,·ith 
monarchs of K~"triy" blood up 10 the tim~ of Mahiipadmll Nanda, ",h.,.., 
Tei~n atcordiuIl" lothe Vi~,!.u· /'IInf,!~,;v . ~ 4.4, 5, l1Iarked tbe end of It.'f,l/riy" 
nleand the btgmningof j"fidru klLlg>hip. Cf.SIr"J:Jlhl/a· l'ur;I'!tI. xii. I.~. 
Thi~ prophecy Ihallhere .... ill he Sum'" kin:;s at'er Mahipadma ~anda 

hu been luliiU..J 10 this eOlent, Ihal lbencef .... lh Inti;;,. h.u ~n m~ny 
a 11louarch \.oeI ol1ging 10 ca>tes other th .. n A}.(TiY" and the .0prClnaey of 
kin"soi foreign Or nun-Aryan dc.cem. The K.i1)va dyna~IY (72~7 u.(:.), 
for .nsunce, establi.hcd hy Ihe JI~41r"",,,,, mlni!lcr Vi5uileva WIll of 
Br,M",,,,!,, blood. T he ell!;!t of (andrag"pta "hurya is 5on">e" 'hal obscure, 
.. nd if he be. laken to ha" e been reLaled II> the Nanda dyuaG)" he w ... 
00 doubt a SHdra wilh all his 5IIeCU50fS, But ai One body of evidence 
poinli 10 h iS .>lid,," origin, another, including the orthodo~ opiQion of 
Kau!ilya .. to lhe~' c.alte for king .. points the other ... ·ay. The lruln 
may pc'''''-p' be reache~. if ".~ bear;n "' .... d IhM, on many o<;casioM, lb. 
husiness oi kingship has pTtc(;(\ed A·,ftlmJ"·shlp nther .han the lattc:r 
prec..Jmi the fonner. Thi. i~ an· ill"$t.ancc of !be as.simiIJli,·. pow.r of 
Hindu society by whiCh d.",. or fam ilies, like . ",,,e of tbe Hindniwl 
Jlb.ara a~d Gonds who • .,ccecdcd ill winnin); ch icftain.hip, 10 cit" an 
example 0/ a rea.nt <.late, wuc r~adily adOliucd inro the /Tan,. of Hilidu 
polity as Klalnja,. ~e V. Smilh's ":,,,Iy //1,/,<1, 3Td ed, 1'1'. 32~,413·) 
So, whalever rna)' hne beoen the l"Ul origin of Candragllpta Maury.., he 
seems to ha" c rauked ... a Kf"#iy,, (;/;id .• I" 408). Tbe caste 0/ tbe reot 
of tbe iUlc",nt I:findu monarcbs is mOTe or leu obscure, b~1 il StCtn5 that 
PUJyamilla ' and his ~uceesscr!i were f,"Mnytl" ali O the famous lIarp, 
50 ... as il can be g"""oed from bis relatioDsh ir.' It ap"peari that, ill 
many cases, the duiation. from the ol1hodGll ' u e that a .uler mUil be 
a f,',atn,!" .... r., placed out of aight ~y the ...,~r of all!,,,,,~d A'{"rriytl· 
hood, ID sOllie of tbe Sa~"itas, a .s~/m king i. !!>Klal1)' out 01 fa ' '1Jur, 
Ihough, of course, the wielding o( aceptn: by a BrIMm.,,!,, or VttiJ.f'I doe$ 
not rKC;"" it. approval. The MtulN_S,,~"i'" enjoin. a iJnlJm,,,,!,, not 
10 dwell io a wuntT)' wh~ the rulers a re Siid/'lu (MilliN, iv. 61); d . the 
Vif" .. -Sa1fllo/J4 (lui. ~: Foy, bi, kij"~lklu GtJUaIt, II: 8; Fiet, /Jie 
s/Ki,de 6·/te.kf"JIllr, pp. 81, B4: Roth,). A. V •• \:, lb. cahll 

• FOJ atg\Imelll$ aplnillhilviewilee Kelth, / . R. A.S., 1916, pp. 130-1.: 
J. Jolly, Z .. ~sd";ft ur /J~"fJdu .. ",,,~g..u,,.,.,It·s,lre .. G,u"sc),;'/f, lx ... n. 
J5~ 1[, MId elJewhem.. n. R"rb"~j,,, iii. 28. 
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alphabet (lipi) and arithmetic (SQI!lkliyolliJ); aDd after invetiti­
ture witb the sacred thread, which takes place in tbe case of 
a K ;atri)'Q in his eleventh year,' he bL"Comes qualified to 
commence higher studies-the curriculum including: 

(i) Tray" al.d A""ik;iki, (ii) Voiri/O, and (iii) D4J!tfaniti.t 
the subjects under (i) being taught by emincm schob.f!l (ii!PWt. 
those under (ii) 0)' superintendents of go\'emmeul departments 
(ndh)'ol.:~a") having not merely a theoretical knowledge but 
also <I thorough pracliul <;xperiencc of the subject, and those 
under (iii) by theoretical masters- of Hatccraft (NI~'(jil"ak) as 
weI! as by pr.l.ct ical statesmen (praYIJIUiira(I). ' 

Besides these ~ubjects, he had to hear da il ~'from competent 
proff'~sors t he IlikiislI, which, as has been noted formerly,' 
comprehends (a) Purti~Q, (b) Itivrlta, (e) Akkyii)'i/aI, (d l {'tlii . 
ha,.-Ql!a, (c) DlulnllQiii5t,.-a, and (f) Arfhasiisfra:' 

Along with these, I,e was also given lessons in the military 
art comprehending (i) HQstif'idj'ii, (ii i Ah:(!1·id),a, (iii) Rallta. ·: 

l1id)'ii, and (iv) Pn'dt(l,.-al!(I~idp;, i. e. the s~bjcets bearing on 
elephant ~, hor~s, chariots, and weapons rcspe(; tively. 

During the period of studentship the prince has to live thc_ 
aUi-tere life of 01 BI'(lI~ma<ii,.-ili . observing celibacy and under. , 
going the hardships im·olved in t he studr of t hc' different 
!;ubject!;. Hb daily rout ine, as Kautilra records it. allots the 
.forenoon to the military exercises noted abovc, the afternoon 
to the hearing of the lIiluiJa,and Ihe rest of theda)' and night 
to recd\';ng ncw lessons (o/,un·a-J;'"0l'0l!r:r.), revicsing the old 
ones Igrl,;la-poric(lya). and trying to master those not clearly 
made out. l 

The necessit}' for this rigorol~~ discipline was well realized ' 
by the ancient Hindu ~tatcS!llall, for the pr ince could not IN: 

, 1II11111i, ii, 36; Ydftj., i. 14; A;:'"f6yantt-Grllya--.'oiiUIl, i. 19; S4iftb4. 
Y""Q·G."I)'d-Su,,-,,, ii. I ; "(1raSkll,."·G . .-Io",,Sfitra, ii. 2; Cf'61111n·C.rn)·", 
S lit,,,. ii. 10; J1inr,!)'al~ji-(,,'.rn)',,·Sul'o., i. I ; KI"Jdira-l.irJrJ'tl .Sjt,.",. 
ii. 4; Ap.u'al"~1I.GrflJ'a-5iil"", lv, 10. 

I For aplanatiolll'f tbe 5ubjem, see Chap. IX. 
I For ekp!.onalinn of lbe subjeCls, !lee J;,if. Cf. HopkinS! J. A . ( ! . .'I., 

xiii. 110-12 lOr parallels in the epics . 
• For the abo\~ iuformal;on, ~ A,U."j6~fm, I. •. p. 10. T he 

K(JlJlalldN:iya and all the wrilen on polilY lay greal SI~U on the '<IifJaf a. 
i .... discipline of lhe ~nce and the cu]t;\'ation of hi. latent faculti6; d , 
Rap." 'a"i,,, iii. 2<,). 
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a competent ruler without this pedod of disciplined probation. 
The success or a well-edueated and self-controlled !K'\vereign is 
thus indicated by Kau~ilya: 

Vidyavinito raja hi prajanaT vinare ratab. 
Aoany.ilJl prlhivilJl bhunkte sarvabhijta~ite ratal,t. 

(A king, well disciplined by education and. bent on his 
subjects' government and the good. of all living beings, can 
enjoy the whole earth without;! rival.)' 

The period. of stud.entship lasts 'up to the.: si~.!eenth rear, 
after which. the prince.: performs the ceremony of god~na on 
the eve of his Reflll"l jTf!1n Sclf/J()/ and. enters into the next~F 

stage of his life by marriage.' 
The prince now enters upon a more practical stage of his On co",· 

life, in which he is gradually brought into contact with all ~~=, 
the difficult problems he will have to hand.le in his future tho J><u.... 
po~ it ion as king., He.: scc.:ms tu have been charged ~'i th ci= .. ilb 

resnt>nsiblc dutic! in e-ovcrnment departments, where he .d,,!-inio . • - ~ ".It,..,. 
worked. as a subordinate unacr the head of the particular 
department in which he was placcrl for the time being.' 
When fount! competent, he was mad{' a commander of an 
army, ~ an heir'OIj!parcnt a5liOCiOitt'd with the reigning 
sovereign in the work of administration.l 

Kau~i1ya discusses at length the stepi to be taken by the K.uti1r<·. 

king to correct a prince turning rd:.ellious or morally perverse,1 ~o;:''''' 
and also the means to be a.dopted by the latter jf treated in e",otic 

a cruei and tmlJecuming manner h.v the former. He does not pnnce. 
accept the opinions of other authorities on these points in /tl/o 

and. suggebts proper education and discipline of the prince ' 
from his very infancy, constant contact with wholesome 
inlluences, and timely dissuasion from evil a.~ the means of 
bringing him round. Wben these fail, he may be confined ~ 

I ArM«., J. v, p. 11. (Cr. Jo'''mtl"d;skt)'{I, i. Jl. 6J.. 55). Here K,a"'plya 
give$ eumplu, by way 01 waming, of $O~erell/ns .... ho ruined Ihtmsel~es 
oy )'Ielding to temptation. 

• OJ. <iI., p. 10. • op. cit., I. nii,. p. 35-
• I~id., I. ml, p. 34; cf. .Jlals}'<'-p,mJ/f"" (<:XL :. 3. 1. H; Api-P"r4J!a, 

CCD~. :1. ... 21, 21 ; ccxxxviii. 9 . 
• e. g. Sagara bani8~ed h" son Asamaiijas, ",ho had QuJed some 

childr<:n of the cily to be drowned. (.lJ Ell. ~i. 57·8). 
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and kept under ~ur\'eillanee in a definite place. If this also 
proves aoortive, he may be exiled, E:l'treme cases of rebellious 
attitude in :I. prince mll' justify, according to Klurilya, even 
the sacrifice of his life for the good of the State. 

If the rcigfiing monarch takes an unjustifiably hostile 
attitude toward~ a good prince, Kauti1ya adyise. the latter to 
take measures which are to be passively protective at first, 
rising to the more severe ~1:cp§.l 

I A r fitll"W"" I. t"iii, pp. 3~ . 36. 



CHAPTER VI 

THE ROYAL DUTIES; THE KING'S DAILV 
ROUTINE OF WORK 

THE manifold duties that de\'olve on a king after his accession Kl.".'. 
to the throll\! arc Heated of in a good many Sanskrit works ~:':i~=­
both printed and malluli<:ript. The: lists of puties fumi:;ned by la~ theIe­

the works vary of course as to their details, but agree generally OD. 

a .• to certain main points... They touch on personal duties 
under which may be classed moral disdplioe and such olher 
virtues, together with the study of the Vdas and the sciences 
and arts, conducing to the improvement of his intellect and 
physique. These dutie~ go towards making the sovereign 
a better man, while his public duties a~ enjoined by tht" 
'siislnu have a di rect bearing on his relation~ with the people 
at large. They cover a vel)' wide range, and the numerous 
lists of rot'al duties in the San5krit work!; generally rei terate 
one or other of his obligations regarding the following. viz. the 
law of the four castes, the maintenance of the (our Slages of 
life (airolllas), consultation regarding the affairs uf the State, 
and adherence 10 the principles of the works on government 
(nlti-Jiislf'OS) iD daily practices, the appointment of competent 
ministers and other officials, the officiation of competent 
priests (who were oftcn a5sociatcd with public functions), the 
supervision of the duties of the officials, the inspection of the 
finance, the administration of ju'stic'e,inquiries into the economic 
state of the country, Hnd the undenaking of works for the 
economic welfare of the people, the inspection and maintenance 
of the anny; foreign ,elations, encouragement of leaming, 
protection 'of the needy and helpless, and the establishment 
and mainteni.nec of institutions of public utility.' 

I FQr fOrat dillies. the 'wb ..... g II'Orks rna)' be COII.llked: 5414.";''' 
B"""~ v. ". 4. J; i:<. 3. 3. to, II; 11.2.,. 17i ;1. 40 I. I , l3 i :Uii. I. 
5. ,,; DiL 1. 1. 7; &e. Af4llu, '·Ii. 2-:;' 35, Sa, 1:18, I !I-H, 142-A,203; 



K . 

ide', 

,6 THE ROYAL DUT I ES CR. \'1 

The duties arc heavy and numerous, and the conscientious 
monarch who undertakes to follow the injunctions bas to "'ork 

' very hard to discharge properly his responsibilities. Many of 
the aforesaid dUliN; have religious sanctions at their back, 
making the la~k all the morc heavy for one who wears the 
crown. 

<laily r~u ' 
COte,,­
COI'du.~ t~ 
Xa.til)'~. 

The t raditional ideal daily routine of a monarch for the 
performance of his heavy dulies is laid down in a good many 
worb going back to an ancient dale. T he one given by t hc 
Arthaiaslra divides the day and !'light into sixteen equal parts 
and allots to each part a particul<lf item of his du'ties: 

D"Y--( I) IS a.m. to j.30 a.m. is devoted to looking after the 
defence of the country and the _'upnvi~ion o~ 

the finances; 
(~) i.,1O 10 'i to the supervision of t he affairs of the 

town~people il.nd provincials ; 
(3) 9 to 10 . .10 to ablution, dining, and study; h 

{oJ) 10.30 to 12 to the collection of State d ues from 
the head . .; of the departments (Adl')"(llqas) , 

(5) 12 a.m. t" 1.30 p.m. to cOTl'cspondcncc with 
absen t ministers; 

,·iii . 41- :, 46, 17~, 303-9; ix. 2j3; ~. 1:10, 119 (pn>le<:tion Qi Ihe peopl~ 
ulldtr his care); .. ii. 54-9. 60-8, til (ap{,oinlment of offi,iab); vii. 146-
83, wJ- 16; ix. ~94-9 (ronsuitalloo): VII. 79, 14i (gi~;ng audience); vii. 
37-8, 7!<. h -6, 38, 134-6, 145 ; VI;' . 395; ix • .1 13-23 ; xi. 4, 21-3 
(tncouragemtnt and hon<>UJ \0 lJ, ;j~"'''fJ(<S); viii. 27-9 (~uppon of the 
hd pless) ; .. ii. 127-~3, 137"9; ~. II~, I~O; v,ii . 401-3 (linande.l and 
eeonomlc dutie~ ): vn. 14- 34; .. iii. 30~-J. 310-11 :33,,143-' ; ix. 2)2-93, 
312; .. iii. 1-8, 43 ; i~. 133-4; ,·ii,. 9, 10, [8, 19. 40-4, I:~ I~o-S' 
I •. ~49 ojU<liCl:'] dutie.) ; vii. 7if-9, 145 {appolntmuu of prl~su. II,lId 
SilCrIPCr} ; "i. 39-4l, 43, 44-)3; iJ:. 301- 11 (personal dUlies); vii. 
~76, 99- IOC, 201- 3, 2~2: ix. 25. 223: :to 115. 119 (miliiary dUlles) ; 
Ap .. ,/"w6. r, <L 10. ~5. 1-15; ii. 10 .. ~6. 1-17; (;"11"'",,,, viii. I if.; "i. 
1-3 1; l'.u;~!h", xix. 1-20, :U-4~; &,,"'''J)'IUI<J. i .• 0. 18. 1-20 ; h!'!,., 
ili. 2-93; . YJjiilr;.(11),4[!II . K. DUII'S ed), i. 309-68; P4"Ii,m. (i6;d.l. 
l. ;6-9; Said:l", (,6,.,/), I. 4; 11.11',/11 (ibid.), ii. 2_) ; Aln' (ibid.j, i. 14, 
17. 02-4.l7, ~8, 'Q. 

The foUowing i'"t>I~ .. u .po:ak also of royal dutM:' ; M4Isy"·I',,nI'f'J, 
CCJ<v-<CXl<vii; SI·aHdll-P",4>fO., .vagara-KlrllNftJ, .ii. 6 if. {scanty!' 
Rltdr"'~'f", iv. [4 •. 1 ~ -20; . w . /3- 16; .Jla"rJ."'!4tp"P,i'"4/1<l, XXviI: 
X:alV. 113-11; ~·\"ii'. I If.; AIl"/~/''''"<I'!U, "'Ill<, ccuii-ccDv, =viJ~ 
<;o<"",;;-(a1ii; l.;tJn.4t1 -P_A'1", CJ:;-c~j;;; V,."i-P"nI'!", ix. 10 fr.; 
B~d"IU"",a-I'''rdl}a, UIt"~(l·I:"'''l1u. iii; ;,-4Jitd-i'urlJtI". bxJ;i", luxv; 
cf. aloe "'d,,,,",d<ll"lya-I\,ilisllra, i: :-" "J:ra..:JUnfy" (P rof. B. K. Sarka'" 
~nD'!., S. B. H.), pp. oJ, 6,7, II . 2).,}6, ""d 53. 
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(6) I.SO to 3 to amusements or self.deJiberation: 
(7) 3 to 4 . .10 to the inspection of elephants, horses,,. 

chariots, and infantry; 
(B) -4-30 to 6 to consultation with Ihe commander· in­

chief and en'ning prayers at ni~tfa!l; 
Night- (1) 6 p.m. to 7.30 p.m. to jnterview with the secret ' 

agents ; 
(2) 7.30 to 9 to ablution, supper, and study; 
(3), (4), and (5) 9 to l .. lo .a.n:. to entering the bed· 

chamber amid sounds of trumpets, and sleep;.r 
(6) i .3D to 3 to w;1.king amid trumpet,~ound~ and 

calling to mind the Siistr i, injunctions and the 
duties of the ensuing day, 

(7) .1 to .... 10 to conveniog tne council and sending 
out :secret ag~nls on thei r errands ; 

(1\) 4.30 to (l to receiving benedictions in the 
company of his tutors, and domestic and sacri­
ticial pri est~, interview lI·ilh the physician. head­
cook, and astroloh~r, and entering the court 
after perambulating a cow with hcr calf, and 
a bull. 

The abovc divisions of the time-table, however, admit of 
alterations to suit the capacity of a particular monarch. The 
routine does not le;!.ve much leisure to the king, but keeps him 
occupied with some State business or other, the greater part of" 
the day. There aTe only three hours during whieh h~ is set 
free from the carcs of the St.a.le (9 10 10.30, and 1'30 to .1). 
His labours comc to a close at 7.30 in thecvening:, after which 
he has seven hours and a half at a stretch, of which about six 
hours are devoted to sleep. The rest of the day and night . 
(viL ~-10 hours, i.e. 1 3~ hours) is divided among the! 
various State engagements. It should be noted that these 
hours do not all impose upon the monarch brain work or 
physical worry or the same intensi ty. The time, for instance. 
frolll 4.30 a.m. to 6 a.m. is of comparative re5t, as also a few 
other time-divisions and their fractions during which his work 
is more passive than the rQt of his working hours.. The time 
expressly set apart for study recurs twice durin~ day and 
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night Though it adds to the volume of hi1 intellectual work, 
the period a110wed to it is short, considering that it is to be 
snatched from the houtS of ablution an<l. dinner. However, the 
son of life implied by the routinr. ill one of much stress and 

strain and prusurc of work, explaining the necessity of 
disciplined life essential to kingship. 

The second division of t ime in the morning (7,,3° to 9) is an 
important one, devoted as it is to giving audiellCe to the public ~ 
and considering a variety,of matten; affecting the people at 
large. The king is enjoined to make him$C:l f easily actcs5ible 
to the pet itioners and attend personally to the subjects of their­
applications in the following order, inslea<i of entrusting every­

thing to his officials:' 
(I) Deities (dt vard), (2) abode~ of ascetics (a'Jrmlfa). 

(3) heretics (pa/a!f4a). (4) Brtihma,!QS versed in the Vedas 
(Jrotriya ), (s) lower animals (paS/I), (6) sacred places (plI'!ya_ 
sfltiilla), (1) minors, as also (8) the old, (9) th~ diseased, 
(10) the distressful (lryasallln),(II) the helpless,and (12) women. 
The above order of busincss may, howevcr, be changed owing 
to imporLlnce Of urgency of a particular item.! 

Jt i. The routine as sct forth in the Sat!i/,itas is in substance 
=:~almost the same !IS the one in the Arf/taiiistr". 'Manu's3 
in M4"". version is as fDJlDw~ : 
Y.fibd}­
Ay4, an<l -, 
I'wr"!"" 

'Having risen in the last watch of the night, having 
performed (the rite of) pCl"SOflal purification. having with 
a collected minr'l offued oblations in th,e fire, and having 
worshipped Hrahm;u:la5, he (king) shall enter the haU of 
audience which must possess the marks (considered) auspicious 
(for a dwe!ting).'_vii. 145. 

'Tarrying there, he shall gratify all subjects (who come to 
sec: him) by a kind reception and afterwards dismi!s them j 

having dismis.<ed his subjects, he shall take counsel with his 
ministers. '-vii. 146. 

'Having consulted with his ministers on aU these (matters), 
having taken exerd5e, and having bathed afterwards. the 
Icing ma}· enter the harem at mid-day in order to dine.'­
vii. 216. 

1 Arli<Uds(r .. , I. xix, pp. 38, 39-
• Bubler's vernon ill S. B. £. nV. 
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, Acorned (with his robes of stale), let him again inspect his 
fighting men, all hi~ chariots and beasts or burden, the weapons 
and accoutrements.'-vii. n1.. 

, Having performed his twilight-devotionB, let him, well­
at'med, hear in an inner apartment the doings of those who 
make secret reports and of his spies.'_ vii . 1.1.3.' 

'But going to another secret apartment and dismissing 
th05e people, he may enter the harem, surrounded by female 
(servants), in of41er to dine again:-vii. l.l4 . 

'Having eaten there .som~thing for the second time, and 
having been recreated by the sounB of music, let him go to 
rest and ris~at the prol)er time free from fatigue.'-vij, 1.1.5. 

, A king who is in good health must ohserve these rules; 
hut, if he is indisposed, he may entrust an. thi5 (business} to 
his scrvanu.'-vii. 126. 

Yiijitlll la/1J'Il's account I runs thus; 

'Having risen up early in the morning, he (king) ~hould 
personally look after the work of collection and,!Jishursement; 
next he should attend to law-suits, after which he should 
bathe and take his meal at easc.'-i. 32]. 

, He should then deposit in the treasury the gold brought by 
persons engaged in the work and then see the secret agents, 
after which he should with his ministers S('lId the envoys on 
their errands.'-i. 3111. 

• Thereafter be should enjoy his leisure alone or in the 
company of ministers. Next, he should take counsel with his 
commander-in-chief after the in~p~tjon of the a rmy.'- i. 319. 

I Then a(ter evening adoration, he should listen to the 
con6dential reports of the secret agents. He should then 
enjoy singing and dancing, take his meal and study:-i. 330 . 

• H e should then 'go to sleep amid sounds of trumpets and 
get up from bed similarly, when he should cogitate the 
scriptlrral injunctions and ail his duties.'- i, 331. 

' Th~ with respectful welcome, he should send secret 
emissaries to the dominions of other kings as well as bis own, 
after receiving bles5ings from his sacrificial priest. domestic 
priest and teacher. Next, he should see his astrologers and 
pbysieians and confer on the Brahmat\ils learned in the Vdas, 
kine, gold, land, houses and their fumit ure.'- i. 331, 333. 

The time_table in the Api-Puriil}4 I cOlTC5ponds in its main 
featurcs: 

'Pll5hkara said, ~ I shall relate to you the dally routine of 

• M. N_ Dutt'l veniOll. t r~. 1 -17 . 
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the king. It is called ajasra-karma, i.e. incessant work 
When there are only two mullftrtas {48 minutes) before the 
break of dawn, the king should get up from bed <lmid music 
atld singing of panegyrists and ~e the ~ret emissaries so 
privately that no body can recognil.e them when on duty as 
his men. Next, he should attend to his income and disburse­
ment and then after attending the calls of nature, he should 
aD to his bathing-house. There. after cleaning the teeth and 
taking bath, he should perfonn the Sandhy4. service, repeat 
prayers and worship Vasudeva. He should then make sacred 
offerings to the {jre and \t"orship the manCS of his ancestors. 
take bl C5sin~s from the Brtiltmal!tlS and make eirts of gold 
and kine. Then after decorating his person and smearing it 
with unguents he should see the reflexion of his face in a mirror 
as :d'ln in clarified butter kept in a cold receptacle. Then he 
should hear the auspicious or inauspicious nature of the day, 
take the medicines prescribed for him by the royal physicians, 
touch the au~picious articles, make obeisance to his superiors 
anJ then en1:'r:r his hall of audiencc where, Oh Highly 
Fortunate, he should receive the BriihmQIIQS, the mini~ters 
and the officers of the court as also such of his subjects a~ 
would be announced by the usher. Then having heard the 
reports of work~, he should determine the steps to be lakCTl, 
and then proceed to adjudicate law·suits,after which he should 
consult his ministers on important matters. A kin,~ should 
take counsel m:itller with a single minister nor with too many; 
nor with the ignorant and untrustworthy. He should cany 
into act ion thosc schcmes that have been well thought over 
and will not therefore injure the State. He should not betray 
his secrets by looks and gestures, for the wise can gather 
othcrs' intentions from those outward signs. A king, following 
the advice of his astrologers, physicians,and ministers, attains 
prosperity, for the latter are the custodians or the former's 
welfare. Council dissolved, che king should take physical 
exercise: with a &iCUS or sword, or on a carriage. Then he 
should bathe in a tank free from aquatic animals, and see that 
the God V~I)U has been duly worshipped, that the sacrificial 
fire has !xen duly lighted and offerings made to it, and that 
the Briilf1I1.Q,!as have been properly honoured with presents. 
Then having decorated his body, he should make gifts, and 
next take bis meal which has been duly tested •. Then he 
~hould take dressed betel.,Jnd rest awhile on his left side. 
Thco, after the inspection of the army, armoury and storc­
house, he should peruse the $tislras. He should then finish 
his evening prayer and send the secret agents to the works 
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previously thought over by him. Thereafter, he shoulU take 
his supper and enter the seraglio. The king being wetl 
protected should do th is every day amid songs and sounds of 
musical instruments." , 

The ])r,;i-PlIrii/ffl I gives a similar programme of royal 
cluti~.1 A portion of th is routine up to the holdinr: of court ~b • .'OU­
ill the assembly-hall (the difference.~ in details being excepted) }~~i~ 
j, n:presen~ed in· the Bhiigar·(1{<1.Pllriilfa t as being followed by ~ pOlt.by 

Kr1}l)a ill his capital at Dv.'i raka. T~e Raghml<1f!,s4 refers to~~7~" . 
the traditiolS.l routine upon which MalHnatha m"kes his P:':.i..... 
commcntation, adding some details.' Dan4in, in his DaJalm_ It .. ~t.o 
flliira-carita, parodies the K nl/!i/Iya rOlltine but hands down ~"";.';;A". 
the tradition : 1!4~., ....... 

DilY.-' The king risen from his bed in Ihe first of thl! ciglrt in lite 

dillisiims oj the day hears reports COllc<'(ning hia income and /Mi •. 
disbursement after having ..... ashed b i ~ face in a hurry and :;,;; 
devoured a handful or hal£·handfl.ll or rood. The cunning .. I' .... " 
l1eads of government.departments of ... king, who does not l lo'~t 
hear them attenthlcly, rob him of double hi~ wealth and rb~ 1<; 

multiply thOI.lSoandfold the four hundred means of collection of Kau!;!fYIl. 

wealth enjoined by O.1.lakya. 
In the .1CCMd divisilm of the day, the king passes his life 

distressfully with his ears burnt so [0 speak by the hubbuh of 
mutl.lally quarrellins- subjects. The judges decree or dismiss 
the cases of the suitors at will, bdnging sin and disrepl.lte upon 
their master, and wealth to themselves. 

Tile /lIirt! divisifln is the time for bathins- and eilling. So 
10Ag as his food is nll t fully digested, his feat of being poisoned 
does not leave him. After l1is meal, he stands up, in the 
J""r/It divisioll, with his hands stretched out for gold. 

In the fifth divi!liln, he suffers great pain from consultation 
..... ith his ministers. Then also the ministers individually or 
collectively grow indiffen:nt,Sil~tq at will to their evil 
design the good or bad qua 'li .'. . ~, the reports of 
envoys and secret agents, the p . 'lity or otherwise of 
actions, a.'I well as the states of und~, dl.le to time and 
place, and arc supported by the' d rcles' of friendly, inimical, 
and neutral kings bringing their master under their control by 
secretly, and in the gUise of peace.makers, inflaming the anger 
of people: within and outside the kingdom. 

1 ii. 69 ~16. . . 
~v". 49-

",. 
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In the sixth divisiun (31 da1J4(1s, i.e, Ii' hrs.) he engages 
tither ill amusemellts or conversation. 

In the s~nJk comcs the inspection of the mi litary force 
composed of its four ele~nls. 

The rigktk.is devoted to con.~ul tat ion with his commander­
in-chief regarding military matters. 

N;ghJ.-Having performed the Salldh)'ii service, hClleCll the 
!!CCret agents in the first division of tlu night. Through them 
the very cruel u~e~ of weapons, fire, and poi!on are to be 
prodded for. 

In the H(ond, after meal, he commences religious studies 
like a Rrahmal.l.:t ver~d in the V,das. 

In the tltird, he g<lCS t o bed amid 50unds of trumpets, while 
the /aurtn and theftftn find him asleep-fast asleep, becau~e 
of th", iUl.Oessant mental worry by which he enjoys the pleasure 
of sleep like all ascetic. . 

In the sixtk, lie cogita tes the S,is/ras and his own duties. 
The sewnth is devoted to the sending of secret inforrnant3 

on their du ties after consult-dlion. They by thci r sweet wOrOs 
gain wealth from the sender as well as the person to whom 
t hey are :lCnt, and increase it by commerce through tout" 
wht: re they have not to pay any tolls, and roam about by 
!lkilfuJ1y (realinR works wherc there are none. 

In the , ;giltil, the priest and others come to him and 
say, &c: 

The regular round of the king's daily duties is fragmentad!y 
referred to by the Greek ambassador Megasthenes: ' The 

, king may not 3leep during the daytime.1 •• .• He leaves his 
palace ••. for t he purpose of judging" causes. He then 
remains in_court for the whole day, without allowing the 
business to 'be interrupted, even though the hour arrives when 
he must needs attend to his person-that is, when he is to b.e 
rubbed with the cylinders of wood. He continues hanng 
c.ues while the friction, which is performed by four attendants, 
is still proceeding. Another purpose for which he leaves his 
palace is to offer SOIcri5ce.' 2 

The traditional programme of diurna l duties, as we find it. 
is the result of evulution through centuries dating' back to the 
Vedic times. 'The discharge of heavy responsibilities of the 

I CL the Vedic iQjllntl iOD, 'm4 ditt" rv4Jsf{t (or fftf'tPtlr"~)' IOOrod in. 
Rver'" GrlVIJ Sfdr4J, BrdIt"'"""I, &e • 

• See Megulhenes, Fngm. XXVI I. 
• 
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king ought to follow it method: and the method that was 
recommended to the monarch was one matured by the wisdom 
of ~tatesmen. The monarch couid no doubt alter it to suit 
himself, but the freedom wa9 hedged in by limits which he 
could not o\'erstep. T he consi1J.erations by wll ich the pro­
gramme was .f~med are brieAy stated in a iloka of the 
Maluiolui rala,' viz. equable pursuit of dk.!'ma. ar.J.ha , and 
J:a",a (for explanat ion of these terms, sa: supra). 

The general principles to guide tb~ monarch in t he regula. T" 
tinn of his dVties are found in both the RiimayalJa I and the ~t\t> 
lofakiiMdrata,l and also in a Vedic: inj unction by Dak? with I:i~t\he 
which the later developments sa:ln to have a n:lation of di rect ,O\IU.II<, 

descent. 
T he inj unct ion is as follows : 

Piirvahne cacafed dharma!!! madhyahne 'rthamuparjayet, 
Sayahne dearet kiimam i1y e;a valdiki sruti\.l.' 

(Forenoon is for rdigiaus duties, midday for acquisition of 
wealth, and evening for dil'crsion : such is the Vcdic saying.) 

t ii. s. :u>. • ii. 100. 17 (c(./Ullh., Ii. S. ~9) . 
, Vii/( Nnakll.~! b.'a comment on ,1/1Jh., i i. 5. 20. 

., 

• ii. 5. 8;:. 
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CHAPTER VII 

THE EVOLUTION OF THE PRINCIPAL STATE· 
OFFICI ALS 

TilE next point fOf O'Uf consideration is the officers and 
departments of the State. In this oonnexion we may note 
the following pas~age of the K au#liya; 

Evarp Siltrau ca mitre ca madhyame clivapec caran, 
Ud.lsim: (;it te~'!l ca l ir1he~v a~tadai;asv api,l 

where KautilYR advises the stationing of secret agent! in the 
surrounding states, whether inimical, friendly, or neutral, to 
watch the mov(;ment~ not only 01 the pwplc bul also of the 
tigktun functionaries. This recognition of tightun Tirt/I(I$ 

in a Slate is traditional and appear., to be of very early origin. 
Not only is it refcrr~d to in the above pa~sage as a matter 
of general familiar ity, but also in the lIfuhiiMtirafa, where 
Narada asks Yudhi~thjra , 'Seckest thou to know c.ery thing 
about the l'ightl!C1I Tlrtnas of the foc and iifrem of thy owo, 
by means of three :lod thrff! spies all unacquainted with one 
another ? 'I These ciglrucn 71rl,,(ls, according to Njlaka!ltha. 
the commentator of the Malll'ibhiirala, are : 

(i) MalllriH- Councillor, 
(ijj' Pu,diittf - Priest, 

(iii ) Yrltlarri}l1,_Crown.pr;nce, 
( iv)- c,wlupati-Commander.jn·chicf of the army, 
(v) D-"'4rrlpala-ChambeTlain,~ 

(vi) Allla,vd£kn-Supcrintendent of the ladies' apart· 
ments, 

(v ii) K iiriigiiriidliikii,in-OverSf'er or prisons. 
(viii) DrQfI),asa,.,uaJ'atrt-Steward, 

I l. xii, p. 1t ; the word Tr,.l .... also occurs at I . iv, p. 9 . 
• MBA.i i·5·)8· 
• FOl' the tran!~t ion of lome of the names,l have received suggutions 

, from Prof. HopkirJ s, J. A. O. S., ~iii, 128. 
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(ix) Krtyiikrlyqv IlrtluJM1!l villill?Jaka-Corresponding 
to Sa,midkiifr 1 in the K (l1i/iliYIJ list (see infra, 
p. 170), 

(xl p"adqlr- an officer combining both executive and 
judicial powers in t he Katfpliya, 

(xi) NagariJdh)'ak!o-overseer of the city, 
(xii) Karyalljrma~akrt-Enginecr, 

(xiii) Dharmiidhyakfa- Judr,e, 
(xiv) Sah/llidhyak!a_Over~r of the assembly, 
(xv) Da~4(1pii'a-Guardian of punishment, 

(xl'i) IJurgapaia--Overseer of fons, ' 
(xvii) Riif!rtill(apQlo -Protector of the frontiers, and 
(xviii) A.tm!ipala- Guardian of t he forests.' 
T he eighteen Ti1'JIII1i, according to the commentary on t he The 

pa5S3ge in the Riimiiya1!I1,' differ only as to the two officers ~:::;;:"I: 
Vyar'fl/ujrallir'!tfr and SCIIMhYII/::II1, the ftJaltJbhifrata men- to _th •. 

tioning Snblufdh),ni:{u , and A!(l1.'lpalu, whom the former ;:~ 
idenl ifie~ with R~.trtintt1pii"', The existence of eighteen ;::;::';:'. 
Ti"lms is echoed in works like the Palj{l1talltrfl,1 R(lgltu_ "".h .. _ 
t'IJ1!lsn," lind SiSllfJiilnvndIUl.· ~.,;r~;III' 

, H,s prifcipal duty w~s to ~xerc'" :t cI.ed: upon the f<>llowingf'Dkn"'!f~". 
offic",I,; 11 A'(1$titMJ'l/;~!', el l I''''!),ildlryak,'''. (3) A-ctrlt"plmdlty "!;;", 
(. ) }(upyMltyal:f<l, (5) Aytulfwga",dlty,''','''. and (t:» B"",iNmlll,rlfrtl-
dkynl.·U/. 

I For ~noth er r.feuna to the cightet:n T,rllllfr, sc., .1fDIr., ~ii. 69. !P; 
cr. Nrtip'-lJ/;Iill:.l, i. p . 

I T he RJlI"t1)'<"~ " ~,ves us som., light on this point in the dialogue 
between Rama ~nd IIhfa!a ;n ii. 190< :;6, 

K .. ~"C;d a~!;;da;"'n ):~,_u ~,·apak.}C da';a pa~ca~, 
Trtbhts lrt bh tr aV'Jnatall n ts, t1rthan, ca"'d'.la,~ . 

This s/~b, also menl;"", the eighteen rirlll.u uplaincd by Ihe 
comme~iator as fotlow,:' (i) Mantol, (ii) purohitai). (iii) yuvarJjii. 
(iv) 5<:napati ~. {vJ dauviirika~. (v,l an t.ol)puridhik{lal), (vi i) bandha n!g-J:­
r.1dh;km.~, (,·ji il rlltan.idhyak~a~, (ix) raJajliayii, aili~~ .v:thi .. 
\Kl p:r.idvj\'iikau,!,jiio ,·yavahiirapr~la, (%i) dbannaoauidhlk-rta~, 

!K.ii) ,")'a~aMranil1!et;l. s.ab~y.1kbra~. (xiii ) !en;\y.tjlvi tabhf.lid~nJ~hyak1ah. 
,<IV) brmJnt<; \,.,tan;q:r~h\'.IaI:). (_,., n al:aridhYalc~~! (n,) ra.t1 ran.t.opa~ali 
ay:am evalav,bl}, (KVII) dU~11niilJl da~anJ,dh,kart, (XV"" Jalagtrt · 
vana·5th:o.la--$rgapO.l!~. 

EtlDy eva svapakshe mantri-I'uruhita-yu,·anljil' h;t vli ca par,cadu 
Ekaikasmin v;p.ye tri bhis t <lbhir abhijHtaol..> parasparam ilarais 
dbhij6~tair ~I~ny a~tid.a~ °tlrthaoi ,·els; kaccit. Svadde ' py eta ir 
nriyalo vya.vaMral). prnanyate 0:0. veti viclraJ;liyatp. pan~ eet i 
bbilvah: 

• iit 67-70 (F. Kielhom', ed. ). • nii.~. • xiv. 9. 
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The lists, it should be noted, mention the names of individuals 
as reprt:gentatives a f either the r~ive <:lasses of officials or 
gOvt:rnment.departmeni:!; to which they belong, except when 
the individual stands by himself, e.g. Y"vlwdjan. 

The Kau(i!iya,l in a similar context as the passages in the 
R41l1iJya",a and the Malfiihharat,l, recommends"the appoint­
ment a ( spies [0 watch in the king's own State the following 
people; 

J.:QIl{i"",·, (I) Malltrin, (~) Pu,.ohita, (3) Stlliipali, (~) }'uvartijan, 
lisl~f 
Tfrl""'. (5) DtzUViirika, (6) Alltar.Jliika, (1) PrtJiastr, (8) Samiillartr, 

A&"~­
oacnl "r 
1~ li':L 

Tho 
' ,",,,, 
nl".UOI 
roueb1y 
the .. h"l~ 
. pheto of 

· worlcClf 
a Sl.~. 

(9) Sa/midnatr, (10) PradeHr, (I I) Ndyakn, (12) Pauravya­
vahiirila, (13) Ktirmd"tika, (14) Mantriparifadadhyakl~, 
(15) J)a'!r!apiila, (16) Durgapala, (11) A"fapii/a, (IS) A!tr.JiJ:a. 
, On comparing this with the previous list (rom the Ma/rd­

Miirata, they appear to agree in loto, I'rttiiiJlr corresponding 
with Kdriigti l'iidhikari>z, Samaha"!r with Drl17')'UsQ'!ICayakrt, 
Smmid1uftr with Krtyiiltrt'N~1 "rfhiilla.~11 l1illiyojalta, Nayaka 
with N uguriidltyakja, I'ullravydva!ufrika with DkarrlliidkJ'"J:~u, 
K 41'11uilllika with K tiryullirma,!aKrt, lIla/tlr-ipari{adadllyak/1l 
with SaMadIIYIl!;fa, the rest having correspondence even in 
names. As we proceed, we shall find that the agreement in 
names is supported by ·more Of less similarity 0(" functions. 
The reason for th is t raditional division of the State into 
eighteen Tirulas probably lic~ in the fact that they exhaust, 
roughly at least, the whole sphere of work of a Slate and meet 
its incispensable requiremenl~-providinll for the delibera tion 
of State-questions and assistance to the sovereign, both secular 
and spiri tual, for his personal safety and convenience, fo r the 
administration of justice in Ihe country, for its internal peace 
and external security, for the collection of State-dues and 
their application, and lastly for the supply of materia l needs 
of the people by the exploitation of its natural rcsources­
by.nanufactures, commerce, atfd industries. The information 
gathered through secret agents regarding these . Tirthlls is 
sufficient for ordinary pllrprucs to show tbe inner workings 
of a State and tbe direction of ilS policy_ 

, K au{i/fJa, 1. xii, p.:w. 
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We find some of the officials existing in the Vedic period, 
a rew among whom h~ng the same designations as tlmse 
in later time.... Some officials of the Vedic times figure among 
the lists of RaflliJls found in several early Sanskrit works: 

The Toillirlya.Sa.!I/titii 1 and Taittirlya.Brtj/lmo'!4 t men­
tion (f) Briikmol}o, (ll Riijan) ·a, Cd Sutiini, (4) SfUO, 
(~) Criitna1fi, (6) K~ottr, (7) Sal.yraJli/r, (8) Bltagadugha, 
and (9) Akia~Jiipa, excluding AfaJd# (king's tirBt wife), Viiviifii 
Iking's favourite wife" ~nd Parivrkti (king's clisarded wi fe), 
whom we need not notice for our pu·rposes. 

The SalajJlllha.RriiHmo'!(l ~ enumerates aU the above officer:;, 
-adding CQ-!,,"kartOlla and Paliiga/a, while the Mm"/ni)'a1fi 
Sa'!'ltila puts Riijal/ for R4jal/)'a (perhaps implying the same 
person), gives GriimOlJi the name of Vaiiya. Griimal}i, adds 
ToI/[a-Rat/laGiiralt, and inserts GO.fJikarfa without interfering 
with t he rest. The K ii!kaka_StlI!lkilii' only substi tutes 
Go,vYOIdta (or Grr..ik(fr!(f in the above Ii ~t and omits Tan/a. 
RatllakriralJ. 

The eight Virtu (i.e. heroes, friends of t he l; ing) figuring 
in the Paiicavil!lia·BrMmla,!-a 1 are PlIro/Jitll, Maki$i, Suta, 
Gr4ma,!i, K/attr, and Sa/pcrahitr, adding nothing to the 
previou~ ~i.sts, . 

The two pt'rsons Brtikmlt,!-tr and Purohita are perhaps the 
same, signifying the royal priest. It does not appear dearly 
whether Riijallya is a government-official or not. S(Hiilli is 
the Commander of the Army, SHla the Royal Equerry. It 
seems that Sfita wis not a mere private servant of the king's 
hOllsehold, but an official charged with the State duty of 
looking after the management of all the horses kept ror the 
king's personal use as well as for military purposes. In later 
times, when differentiat ion of duties had progressed a good 
deal, we find h is place occupied by the A roJdkyol{a (Super_ 
intendent of Horses) in the K _/ili)'a list. 

1 i-8. 9- . ff. 'i. 7. 3. 1ft". • ".3. I. 1 ft' • 
• K4{lIajil-S~jl4, 1V. 4- The lim quoted by W.r in hi. OlMr <hI< 

J(A}nsilY'~ (pp. ~1 121) differ in & few places frOIlIlho:le ciled ahoYe, bu.1 
ad(! nO ollie;.! w)(h a ne .. designatio.o. SII3Y ~f~eIICU 10 the above 
ollietrs 0C0Ir in many OIber pl:weJ, as "ill be evident from Ihe V. I . 

• PIlii<;""ili~il-B~4iI"'11'}11, 1i1. I. 4. 
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Grama,!I is the Village-Headman. H is importance n 
a State-official is realil.ed only wherr we bear in mind that 
in early times he had milita ry duties to pcrfonn, for which 
he might be ca lled a T roop_leader.' It is not clear whether 
he is the head.man of a particular village, in which case hill 
importance would be considerably diminished. It is proi>..1b1e 
t hat he i~ the head of all t he village-headmen in the realm. 

A'!nt(! is t he Chamberlain." It is difficult to ddinc his 
dut ie~, which may ha~'e been like those of the offieinl called 
'Chamberlain ' in the later list!'. 

Sa'!Wahifr appear~ in the K (JII.tiliya with manirold d uties. 
He has to attend to the collection of revenue and the checking 
of accounts, to the operations of the land-survey and the 
3I:atistical departmrnt. lIe is principally connected with the 
collection of revenue and may therefore be tenm.:d 'Collector­
General? 

Bhdgadllglt,j ;s variousl)' translated into 'dealer out of 
porliun~', 'distributor of food '. Siiyal.l~ renders it b)' 'llX_ 

collector ' in some I?laee~,' and by 'carver' in others,~ thus 
making him either <l re"cnuc-oflicer or a Coul1-official. In 
view of Lhe e:ldslencc of a principal collector of taxes in t he 
Col1ttlot-General (S(lI!Jgrnliitr), if the term is so unllcTlitood. 
the rcndering- by 'Treasurcr ' appears to be more re<l>ouable, 
fo r otherwise,there will be an o\·crlapping of function5. The 
office of a treasure r is found in the latcr works. 

Al:jii?';;pn" \\'a~ thc ' superintendent of d.icin!; '. It mar be 

, Sec V. I ., i. ¢ . • I~id~ ii. :roo. 
• MeSSTs. M&edonel! a~d Keith a~ not sute ahout the functions of 

Sa~"ltllr. whom Ihey render by 'charioteer or tre;osurer '. The elcill' 
dcnnilion " hi. duti~. In the K"u!ih)·Q Ie~\'es nn doubt d'M he 'us 
"tc,·enue-offi""., but this evidenu. of COII",e . is not cOl.'ent for the Vedic 
period. 

, lilittirlya-."(I/!lhifli, i. 8. 9. 1; 7it'''''·O·/t·lirdllma!lII. i. 7. J. S; iii. 4. 
8. 1 :. and $41(lpa.tll"_RnlJ",,n:~"'. v . 3. t . 9. 

• 3"t"pafha-Br,tlt"'''1j4, i. t. :. 17. See V. I., ii. 100, ~oo, ~16, and d. 
the n.xt notc ail to Ihe difficulty of defining the functions of these early 
officials. 

• Me,,". Macdonell and Keith ~mark thai he ma)l eilhcr he 
a professional dicer who ~aYi ,,' ith the kinll DI' WlICh •• hi. play, or 
a public nflic .. who . upenntcnd. the gambhng hall. of the State and 
col1ect. the ~,·etlue, n ..as regul~ rly done laiC' on. EaT~ English 
history shows 5imiiar eyolut ion of household office'$ into rrhniste.-, of 
state; see V.I, ii. 2<X>. 
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that the officer, like the re..t, was at first a private servant of 
the royal tII/om'agl:, bllt later on he was a public offidal 
superintending the gambling- hall, ::tnd collecting revenue 
therefrom. Officers Itith similar fU nctioo9 are found in 
sobscquent times. e. g. the DYllttidhyakia in th K (1/I,lli,a.' 

It is doubtful whether COl'ikanalla signifies a 'huntsman " 
Of ' ~layer of cows '.! GfJ"!,ikartollll i~ replaced by (;IJ"1'YQcdur 
in the list of one text. S;iyaT/a interprets that term where it 
occurs in the list of victims at the Puru~amcdha as a 'driver 
out of cows', while the SI. Pclcrs/!urg Dicti,11IarYll!i' tormenter 
of oows', W~ber ' as a • knacker of cows '. and Eggcling ' as 
• one who" approaches" cows '. but lhis use or the word dUb 
not in all probability explain the scn~e of G·(I"ikartall(l a.; 

a Ralmn. 

If, howl:\ler, he could ~ taken either a, a hunl~man or 
a 'superintendent uf the :,laughter-houses ' (by giving the word 
'l(l' the wider fignification (.If 'cattle '), we find officers II ith 
like function~ in the Kaff./iliya under the names of Sfillii­
dhyak/a· and Vi.,i/iidJlyak/,f. '· Slaughter of eO\\'S was looked 
down upon by the Hindus from comparatively ell rly time~ , 

but earlier, cows were regula.rly :;lain for guests.' If there was 
a post [m"the purpo-se, it must have ceased to exist as soon as 
cow· slaughter came to be looked upon with aversion, 

Of the T"k,f(l1I aile Ralha·!:iira, the Tal'!'1II (carpenter) 1 

had perhaps to do ;<11 those works in wood that did not {all 
within the range of dUlies of the Rat/tIl-l:arP". The latter 
officer was in special charge' of the construction of chariOIS, 
which played a principal part in the wars oftho.se days. The 
K aN!ili)'4 mentions a superintendent charged with several 
duties, including the construction of chariots for I'arious 
purposes, military and other. 

Paliigala is a courier-the predecessor, I think. of such 
im portant ufficers as amballsadori in later times. 

The Ratl/ills. among whom figure Ihe IIforesaid officers, 

'1IJ.:U·PP·j?7 ff . . 
• /NiisduSlmfM, i. 32, n.ll. 

, Kaulilfp" II. :llI\·i. lZ:, 
• s~ V.I., i~ 145-7. 

• V. I., ii. 200-
. • S.I. E., z1j,. .. 416.-

• /6id., II. """iv. '4(1, 141. 
'SccV.I., i.291. 
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were called the 'king_makers', i.e. though not kings them­
selves, yet they assi~ted in thei! coruec;ration as kings. They 
no doubt wielded much power in those days, of which, as 
1 have already noted, the making of ofretings in thei r respec_ 
tive houses is 3n indirect proof. Weber says that' they ~ 
a hand in the choice of the king through palace-intrigues ' .1 

Whatever might have been the means, the fact remains that 
they were important per$Onagcs in the State. 



CHAPTER VIII 

THEORIES OF THE EVOLUTION OF KINGSHIl' 
AMONG THE INDO-ARYANS 

SECTlO:« I. 

MAN'S desire to probe into all problems, however obseure, Tb<_· 
prompts him to frame hypothe«es for ,the explanation of ~Rt;:!. 
phenomena even where the means of direct perception of the wVicb of~r 
conditions that bring them about are absent. These hypotheses ~~ 
arc very u~fu l in;,smuch as they often enable him .. t length " 'Y-

. • . deyeJop 
to fim:! out the nght cause for the phenomenon of whIch an ima 

explanation is sought. MallY of the present acquisitions to t~ 
the: domain of human knowledge had 10 pass through this 
hypothetical stage before Ihcywuld be accepted as established 
theories after their passage of the necessary tests,' We make 
hypotheses of all sorts in our daily life, and these fulfil more or 
le&S satisfactorily the objects for which they are framed. The 
hypotheses of systematized thought, however, have to be 

tested as accurately as possible tiJlthey satisfy all the demands 
made upon them as explanations of phenomena. 

The tests are not the same in all cases, but vary with the TIle """ 
nature of t he ph~nomenon required to be expb,ined. A'· "" 
physical reality that admits of observation, accurate mathe­
matical calculation, and quantitative mea.sUremellt, that repeats 
itself and can be subjected to experiments, will necessarily 
alJow applicatioo of various tesu which may not be possible 
for one of a different kind. 

The phenomenon with which we are at present concerned is Tbo ~ 

the evolution of kingship, i.e. how the supreme political power::='" 
in a 'ro~;:;~;nity' tlr.£tell into the hands oC a single man, giving upl&i.oed.. 
ri$e to t he primitive monarchy in the place of t he previoos 

• The word .tbet>ry' is lOIIlelilllU kWely \lied for' bYPOlbuis:, bUI, 
lorically, a theory is an establisl!t,d hypothesi,. 
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political organizations, such as government by elders, or ~tm 
l;veer spurns. such as the le;lderless unions of little bands of 
RU5hmen for hunting or plunder.) 

It should be particularly noted tha t the ' rise of kingship 
being OJ single' (:xpres;;ion does II!}t in the strict logil:a\ o;cnsc 
~Iand for a single e«"eel from a single cause. It is 11 general 
c ... pression for several phenomena which, from the logical 
standpoim, arc different and attributable to different total ities 
of conditions, To make it clear b)' an example: the expres­
sion 'rise of kingship' re.<embles the 1I"0rd 'death ' in its 
relation to cause,. Ju~t as logically there Carlnot 'be d(atk i1t 
gelltrrri, but must always be some particular kind of death, 
e, g. death caused by a bullet should be distingui~hed from 
that by drowning, simllarly kingship reached through mili tarr 
prowc~s should be distinguished from that secured by any 
other means, F rom this, it will be cleM that one particular 
hypothellis for the rise of kingship can ~pcak or ollironeof the 
man}' 1\',1,}'$ thereto, !lot! many such hypotheses propounding 
different wars nced not be mutually exclu~i\'c ; for they,are 
concerned with re~l1lr different phenomcn<l, though classed 
undcr the ~amc genera! expression, Any tll'O or more of these 
ways, if their natUn! permits, may work in combinlltion through 
the >.:rme king. their .«trenglh being incre:l.!;cd through this 
combination, while there may be others that may not be 
operative even in neighbouring localities or in distant parts of 
the sallie country. 

It ~hou!d a\.;o be kept in vkw that we arc here conecrncd 
(il with the primitive ways of elevation to the throne and not 
with those utilized by ~ub!>equent aspirant~ thereto, (ii ) with 
the determination of such of thc \\'a~'5 ilS were operative among 
the primitive anceStor~ of the Indo-Aryans, 

Many h)'potheses haH: been fl7lmed to account for thc first 
risc of kingship_ The tests applicable to them must needs 
differ at le;;;5t in some respects from those for veri fying hypo­
theses about a different dement of reali!}·. The first rise of 
monarchy doe:. not admit of observation, calculation, or 
experiment. It may be objC1.':!ed that, as histury is SOlid to 
':'Peat itself, the emerg~nce of kingship should admit of 
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experiments on the new monarchies that come in to being. It 
should be borne in mind that these: repetitions have only 
superfici;tl and nominal rcsembLance. and take pl.lce in con(ij· 
lions far from identical with the primitive conditions of the 
first monarchi~. I f Chilla. for instance, ' rtlapses into it 

monarchy, would it be such an exact replica of the past 
verity that inference from its observation might be: applicable 
in 1(110 to the latter? F;tr from it. Many c1ement ~ and 
forces, political, social, religious or otherwiM', now at work 
might nOI ~t all have come iota existence then, or, even if 
existent, were not perhap~ in th~ same state of relative 
strength and development. This makes a good deal of 
difference. Th~ present totality of conditions might be ta),:en 
ilS a possible road 10 the th rone, but this might not, or 
perhaps owing to es~ntia! differences could not. be one of 
those resoned to by the first kings. Jf \\'e leave aside this 
example from a modern civilized country, and turn for one to 
the lowest savaG"cs now on earth, we would not pel'haps fare 
belter. Many of the conditions operative among them may 
approach in similari ty those of the pa~t, and mity thus have 
a suggcstiveor explanatory value: but it would be hazardoll~ 
to treat t'lem as reprod~ctinns of the parlic~lar ronditions of 
the past and to Lake them as eligible for experimcnts. I shall 
have occasion to dwell upo:! this point hereafter ; suffice it LO 
say that the rise of mnnarchy doe.~ not by its very nature 
admit of experimet\t. Wha~, then, are the means of verifying 
the hypothese~ relating thereto? The answer lies perhaps in 
the:iIC conditions of a valid hypothC5is: 

(I) It should be reasonable, self·consistent, and in harmony 
with the laws included in the contemplated system of reality. 

(l) It should furn ish a basis for rigorous deduct ive inference 
of consequences. 

The first condition requires that the new supposition should 
be in aW~lnent with the accepted laws. It may happen that 
a supposition ioeonsiilent with the received conceptions is 
proved to he true, demanding thereby a revision of thc: laUer. 
Th~ was the ca~e with the new Copernican hypothesis of the 
heavens, .... hiell conflicted with the accepted Ptolemaic theorr.. 
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but instead of being tejected.·hild to be substituted for the 
latter. Suddl'lstances are rare, and the probabnity of 5~ch 
a radical revision of the . received conceptions is perhaps 
growing less with the advance of science. 

These eondiflons will be followed throughout the 5ubseqtlent 
portion of this chapter for the rejection or acceptance of the 
h)'potooes, some of which, as will be found hereafter, were 
discussed long ago and found faulty, while some olherJ already 
obtain as I theorie5 '. The rejected hypotheses will be but 
referTed to in passing, those newly propounded, if.a,ny, will be 
discussed, while the' theories' will be recorc!ed, not without 
a critical eye thereon. 

SECTIO~ II. 
The Afaluibk4rala, as pointed out by Prof. Hopkill5,1 ,peak! 

of a three-fold origin of kings accoroing to the more ancient 
Sastras (codes), vi:!:. (1) good fawi ly (ttllkNla), (1) personal 
bta~('ry (siirah'a), and (3) slJlI in the leadership of armie~ 
(sm4-;rdarftl'!tI).' The prince Duryodhana cites the above 
!astric passage to justify his installation of Kal1}a to t he t hrone 
of the 'Anga kingdom, in order 10 make him eligible to fight 
Arjnna by putting the former on a par with the "ftter in a 
tournament. 

The The tradition about the Maltasamma(a (Great Elect) in the 
!:!": ..... fUIalas relates that he Wi!! th~ first king in Ih~ Villalla 3 of 
~jll.- the nrst K<1P?a (eycle). elected 'by the people from among 
...... themselv9 to remove the want of .1 rul~r, which they had 

keenly felt.' The ~ Wall ' handsome, auspicious, com ­
manding, altogether perfect: 6 

The above legend is much more detai led in the MoiMvashl 
AlIati4tta: 'Then, 0, BllillNt! the mezf (lit. being9) hastened 
and assembled; after doing so, they held a consultation: .. Let 
us elect that penon from among U9 here p~t, who happen! 

I J. A. o. S., Kin. 99, 100. I .YBA., i. l3~.15. 
• Third di';';"b, in which the. pwceIII of reoovalioqoltbe world. beiiIU. 
• ~ -pUon tbewont'devadhammi'oravene In die '~a­

j41ala' ill theJ4ItIAa, i. 132 ; al50 R. c. ChDden's P61i-E.,lisl Di&bMwry, 
1lI!dn' M.hbammata '. • 

• See tbe.l4I4Aa (trusL by W, H, D. Route and ed. by E, B, CoftD). 
il. U2 (11''''.&·~al, 
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to be pleasing to all (SiIr1JIl.IydslfdiiD) and hailed of all as lord 
(s02fV<2,,,,ahia.ikyo), so that he may puni"h ~ deserving 
punishment, and support those ~O:rtb supporting, and exact 
a share of paddy from each of our paddy.fields. ~ Then,O, 

• • ¥ •• 

BJIIJ~f I the men elected the peTSOn who wis pleasIng to 
all and hailed by all as lord, (saying): "Do yOll punish among 
us that person who deserves punishment, and support him who 
is worth supporting; we shall elect you as the foremast of all 
beings; and shaH give you a sixth of the produce 'of cJ.ch of 
our paddy-f\elds." El~ted (sammato) as he wu by a large Tho 
(1/Iand) collection of people, he -was termed the Great Elect ~'!:t:III' 
(Mahasa",mata).' I tbd(MI. 

This Buddhist tradition emphasizes the selection by the ~!.... . 
. ' My best thankt are dut to Mahamahapldhyl)'a PaIJ~il Harapruad 
ShuJ, M.A., C.LE., fM kindly d..,...,iog myatuntion to th. p""a~. in 
the MaMr.'IUIII A~ (ed. by t. SeIIan. 1882), i. 347. 3.s. It" as 
follows: • Atb& khalu bhik'!aval) Ie ~td ulJldh1\'en, ul) sa1JmipalenJU~ 
u"!'dhi";h·jj s",!,nipalitd u'!'Mantrensul). Ya'!' nuna,!, vaya'll blla.....,_ 
10 yo asm1ka,!, salvo sarva.priilidiko sarva.-mahe!akhyo ca. ta.rp. S&l!'Jl1an-
yemal) yo asm}klI!' nigrabliraham Ca nigrbl)!y1 pragtllhinlham ca 
pni!bl)tY.i ddaye tiyam ""uuvakt~'oI U1i~It~ ' ilihhlgam. AIIu. 
}:ha!u hh'kp,val) te !UltvA yn oina,!, (p. }48) alvo abM,; Arvt-pthldiko 
ea a:uva·mahe!l3khyo co. ,a,!, .'P"",nycnoul). lIha"'" asmiika", .. t-.a."!' 
nigrahira~,,!, ca nigrhl)itu pragrah~'lha,!, 00 pragrJu.>ilu; vlyam Ie 
Drva-salVIM1Jl agnate W)ll1lanyema S'latB!val::e~ M1iqelrqu ~halp. 
~i1ibMgaIJl <!alUm&. MabaU janakiyena lammalO ti mahJsamrrLIlO Ii 
WJ'Ijili uda~li. (Up to Ih is tranlla~ above) . ArahMi Ulikfct!'efU Wi-
hUge Ii ri,i!i AlJIji'ii udapili. Sammak llI.k~ti "".ipileli murdhnlbhi-
likt.a~ ... u'lljM u_dap4~ M.~tApitrsam;o naigama.j~apade.~u lri jll:apa. 
iluthama-vlrya-praP10 II Sil"!')na bdaphltenlh81J! riji kptnyomiirdbnA· · 
bhli il:!o jbapadallU t'la·"'rya-pr:Iplo Ii. (Translalion of the rernainiog 
portion of Ihe passage: 'Wonby ... he "' .. of lhe.hare of the prodocc of 
paddy-field • . he wu called king. For ,Prtllec!ing and maintaining 
adequa.tdy,hewucalled a ' ~triya be-sprinkled rm the btt.d' f[Kfltriyo 
miirdbft.lbhi,ikta.~). Th~ laeuna hu~ has been supplied ;" tbe hghl of lilt 
IIIbsequent portion of tbe passago:J. Being lib: (alher and moth .... to lbe 
people or lhe town a.IId,. Ihe country, he .... 15 catled Ibe' repwitory of 
strength aJId energy to the people ' UA~Plld.l·sllllma-\'lrya:prlpto). 

TMn: aa brirI allusion mlhis mdilitm and ~e of its details in Ihe 
CalIIM4IiH by ~.dua (ed. as a 'Iemoir of tbe A. S. B. by Mahllma_ 
hopld.hYlya. Pa.a41t.,ttuapruid. Sfllft, M.A., C.LE, who hal kindly 
Gn.W1I my ~ioI1 rothi. puaaee abo), ch. iv, P. 461. 

TIM ]e~ of the dKtion of M.IZ!u a' cbW kq by the people to aven 
a lltate • .:Ban:hy, togetbu ~ itl atteadaDI rmmlee to a aiIttb ollhe 
procI_ aM .uch otba' du .. P&f'bIe to the king, .. maatioaed in tbe 
KIIfI/iIJ!1I (I.:ail, p. Sl) for inlenlOl in dialO(Ilt bet...- ipIe •• 

Thil 1deai01l. of the king bib ~ much lib the 'toJ:iaI COIIlract 
theory u appJk:able to monard!,"' wben IUPPQ1ed IoJIave been historie­

. ally apP&cL . 
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people at hllg~ of a competent ruler and iglfores.'he upiration 
and c'l:ertion IA the part of the wOllld~e fuler himself to make 
his way to the throne by dint of his virtues. This has givcn 
an artificial appcaJ1ln~ to the elevation of the tirst king to the 
throne. \Vha( Seeffl5 more plaUllible iii that the person who 
towers over his fellows in t~ qualities' mOfe apprwated in 
a particular society, as, for instance, abilit)' in sea.faring in the 
race living on the lIea-coast, or strength, fleetness of foot, sure­
ness of mark, &c., in a community of huntcT!), becomes 
grad~lIy their chief.' It is not pro~ble that thi people (;It 
the wanl or a naler because they suffered the pinch of hunger 
for a few days, and met together to choose the best among 
themselves as thc:ir head. Such deliberate and colil.:ctivc: 
choice of a ruler may have been possible in later stagb of 
evolution, when kingshf1> had already beo:ome a firm institution 
of the societ)" and when the vacant throne wa~ fc:lt as ominous 
and undesirable. T~' natural' races may not have fell it 
much, for living in sma!!, detached, headless groups was so far 
in harmony with thdr temper as not to have been to them 
a source of inconvenience and anxiety. They had not yet, 
moreover, any expcrien~ of the con~niences of eorporate life 
under a chieftain likely to excite their cravings therefor by 
contrast with their chieHess condition. The only truth, there­
fore, that the legend may furnish is that the first Elect had 
extraordinary personal virtues wbich influenced his elevation. 
The aecou~t from the jataia! does not., however, mark out 
any spedal virtue or combination of vi rtues. He is no doubt 
described as 'commanding', which may be taken to suggest 
that he was bravc, physically strong. and so forth ; but all. all­
round perfection is next claimed. for him, which 'is fatal to all 
suggestions as to the reality in its legendary megalogue. 

The account from the Maltawstu AVadtiIJ4 f~ Hide 
better in th is respect. The first Elect is recognized by all as 
lordly, which enables him 10 reward and punish. ,The Elect 
is also' pleating' and hence popular to the people. It is not 
specified what words and deeds gained him popularity before 
his selection, and in what eircumstances those wordt were 

1 cr. Prof. F. Rat"'!', Hiutwy "I M.dl1lll, i. 131. 
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uttered afld dlcds~ooe. 'The only fatts that ~t'aretliat 
the' Elea:"wu already'rtcogJ),i.ud as a great ' J~ .by all; and 
hence the adVantages that could be expected (rom sut:h a mall: 
CQuld be used far the people's benefit. He was c,,~ to 
be just, and, u he was ' pleasing I, it may be iMerred that, be 
had given indicatiOfUl to the people that he would not" be 
unjust in the \lie of his lordship, but would administer justi~ 
among the people properly, which w()Uld be one of the- £actors 
fOT mainlaifling his future popuWity. Justness alone (owd not 
perhaps haV gained chieWtlp for a perSon devoid of other 
virtues ; at least, as will appear (rom ~ubtl;quent diS(:ussion, no 

one: has yet claimed this power for it. The qualities deno~d I 
in the epithet 1PIa/uJakltya probably include bravery. physical . 
ruength, military skill, afld so fortbtTttributes, as will be 
shown, su~cient. ~ially when found in· conjunction, to 
secure chieftainship for their possessor. 

The hints from the MaWluiraJ4 are much more definite H.i.nll fr". 

and tangible. The qualities mentioned are rood famil" ~~~. 
,"sOMI6raw ry, alld skill iff tile leadership of 4r1l1£61. The 
first attribute: is comparatively obscure; forthe element<; upon 
which the nobility of a family was considered to dc:pc:nd a re 
not enu~eratc:d. They may have been wealth, seniority of 
stock, or any other factors, taken separately or combined. 
The secood and the third attributes are clear enough. There 
is nothing in the: three: qllalities that stands .in the way of 
their union in the.iamc: peBOn. The object, therefore, oj 
making tbru -fold the origin of kingship sec:tt\lI to be that 
each of these, operating in isolation. from the other two, may 
.c:cure for its posIIessor the rulc:rship over a community. It is 
not dear how ~ bad: this tradition of the: thru-fold origin of" 
kingship dates. It is cited from the lisJras obviously more 
ancient thaD tbe: time: of their ctation, though it cannot be: 
asserted that the traditioo. was as old as the rise: of the fint 
Aryan ...... 

The second and the \bird attributes arc: mentiooed by lJert.t 

HCrbert. SPooc:«l ~g w:iih athOl kitJg-makina qulities of~I;I':'" 
prim:idve timet. The poJitk:a1 ~p, In hit 'opinion, "at oCtile ; 

I:s.e his Pl"iJuiI!Iis f{ S«i441p (t9M), ii,' 33k . 
... - ' 11: 
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_~ ....r·,acquired by one whose fitneSs asserted it~lr in. the form of =.. superior prowbs. greater physical strength, stronger will, 
H4 wider knowledge, qukkcr insight, greater age, ~r weal th. 
~ht The tirlt-named quality includes both per!lbnal bravery and 
~.. military skill...1. the very attributes ITN!ntioned in the Maho_ 
:f ... '".:,. Marala. Good family may. as I have already ~aid, depend 
IrlWIe>. _pon variolls factors, among which wealth may be reckoned as 
Whet"'" one. I have some doubt all to whether we",lth alane could 
~ ... 0Hd 
" .. ItJr, Is procure kingship. It may cnate an influence which may not 
.. 1I>.:t ... tl be in the dir«tion of politiQ,i headship. Spencer says that 

wealth (largeness of posseqions) is an indire<:t mark of superi. 
orit)h a,llrl a direct cause of inflllcfl~, and confirms bis views 
by instances;. two of whi~h need be noticed, 'With the 
TacuUies, anYlperson may become a millry 01' chief who will 
occa5ionally pl'O'tlide a village fcast ',I and 'among the T olewas 
in Del Norte County, mOhey m:tkes Ihe ,chief',1 Wea.ilh 
combined with one or a fe\\o personal IIhtllcs may be of hdp 
to the opera.tion of the latter, but whether, unaided, it can 
achieve the a(or~id end is a question about which I have 
doubts. Even if the reports of the above two instances be 
correct, we cannot, I think, apply them to the early societies 
witbo~t {lirther ividence showing that the temPtr of the 
primitive sayaee was sucl1 that it could unhesitatingly welcome 
a mlll\, though devoid of al1 recommendations but that or 
wealth, to thl chiefship of his community, There may be 
positive hllufiances to the transpiratiol1 of such a atate of 
thin~; ror. lt is very likely that a mon /DSJtsSld 01 Wlaftn 
ato,,! witlt QfI,~r virtlil's may be the rival·of the man witll mere 
Wla/", It would not be difficult for the (ormer to beat the 
latter' oowsa' and secure for himself what was pasMng into 
another's' h~d, 

Should w~ suppose that the primitive man of weatth WM 
al.,ay. endowed in thoac dilYs with $Orne or other' of Ule 
aforesaid qualities, we have to make another assumption-that 
the acquilition of posse!lSion9 by hCTedity had not yet begun. 

1 '?f. dl., ii. J)4. The manifettati_ eltbt .. bslnct qu-.lil;l!1l or tbair 
.camblGations m&f be v~,,"d itllpouible 10 be ~%~i~ly eou· 
mculed. 

1'6id. 
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If tbis be jllle, the wealthy man would a1w~y, be ~ maker" ot: .. 
hili own ~une and hence endowed with tnany qualities 
involved in its acquisition, which may count among them some 
of tho.te requisite for elevation to the headship. 

The greater experience generally accompanying old age Smiority. 
commanded defereno: io early societies, though old men with 
!lenile incapacity were killed "Of left to die. The most energetic 
senior of.;!. tribe could wield politi~1 fOupenority. 

Of bravery, skill in leadership, and ~upeTior bodily strength, Tb~ (lIMT 
the first and the third may often be found together; and qnlit!eo. 

these when joined with the second b«ome a powerful combi­
nation. ' The remaining attributes of I.e-anger wiU. )¥ider 
knowledge, and quicker in~ight cOI.Ild be more eh'ectii-c when 
co-operating with one or some of the qualitie. already men-
tioned; and it would be perhaps difficult fQf them to make 
headway in absolute isolation from one or other of the aboVe 
group of attributes-

The actual operation of the above qualit ies may imply the 
existence of many subsidiary ones, e. g. the leadership t1~ 

armies requires endurance. II contemplale~ also the creation 
of many favourable circumstance5, the timely use ol; those 
already !1vourable, the occurrence of many • ..unexpected events 
helping the purpose in view, and so forth. All. thClle takeR 
together would be the totality of conditions co~ituting the 
cause for the elevation of a person to thell thtone. The ' 
attributes. single QI" grouped, as the case may"'bc, arc the 
dominating forces in the field.nd have therefore been 'pecially 
mentioned. War and unrest may be favourable (or the play 
of some of them, while peace or other states of affairs for the 
rest . • 

Thus rar about tbe personal attributes. There may be other 
lorC\:5 which may also be spedaUy mentioned Ind which may 

. be .aid to lie more in the beliefs or institution! of the e.vly 
5OCieti5 t~an in the men availiag themselves of those forces; 
thoagh of course the utiJiution of the forces may ~uire the 
possess iOll (If particulat attrioou! .by thOle med. 

Such a ~ may lie, for w~. III the patrlvchi.llnttitlJ.. The 

tion. When ' men, .~ Herbert Spenocr, paued frOm the w-triardo . 

•• 
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hURting stage into the putoral and wandued in seaft:h of food 
for tbdr domesticated animals. they fell into conditions favour­
ing the fonnatlou of patriarchal groups. The growth of 
simple groups into .tho$e t:ompound and doubly compound 
adrnowledgingrthe authority of one who unites family headship 
with politieal superiority fw been made familiar by Sir Henry 
Maine and other.!; as oommon to early Greeks, Romans, 
TeDtons, Slavs, aDd Hindus.1 The joint undivided family, 
wherever its beginning is seen in the Aryan communities, 
springs universally out of the patriarchal family, a group of 
natural or adoptive descendants held together by subjection to , 
the ~ldC!lt Jiv ing ascendant,' father,grandfather, or grcat-grand_ 
father. In the marc extensive assemblage., of kinsmen con­
stituting the joint filmily, the elden male of the eldest line is 
never the fN-rent of illl the members,and not necessarily the /irst 
in age among them. There is always the impression that the 
blood of the collective brotherhood runs more truly and purely 
in some one line than in any other. Among the Hindus, the 
eldest male of thi~ line, if of fuU menta) capacity, is generally 
placed at the head of the concerns of the joint family. If he 
is not deemed fit for his duties, a worthier kinsman is substi­
tuted for him by, eleCtion and the longer the joint fam ily 
holas together, the more election gains grouna at the expense 
of birth. The whole process may be described as the graduill 
·transmutation of the patriarch into the chief, the general rule 
being that tbe latter ill dected with a stroIJg ptc:(erence for the 
eldest line. Sometimes he i$ assisted by a definite council of 
ncar kinsmen, ana sometimes this council takes his place. On 
the whole, where the body of kinsmen formed on the type of 
the joint family is a purely civil institutioo, the tendency is 
towards greater disrega.rd of the claims of blood. But in 
those states of society iD which the brotherhood I.s a political, 
militant, self_sustaining group, we an perceive from actually 
extant examples that a separate set of causes comes into 
operation and· that the chief as military leader ~metlmes 
m~ thaD regains the privileges lost through the decay of the 
tradition connecting him with the common root -of all the 

• H«bert Spelloet, IIJ. til., pp. :;.42, 343. 
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kindred. Thus all .the hrllnches of human todety.may or may 
not bave been ~Ioped from joint. families, but wherever it 
Wall an iTl$tirution of the Aryan race,1 we sec that the patriarch 
could rise into political headship. 

The ' maternal system ' is held by some to 'have preceded The 

the paternal, but there are doubts a.!I to thi! priority. ·If:'~~· 
patriarchal reasons are enough to account for the custom um 
find it ', says Sir Frederick Pollock,' we can hardJy assume 
that in a given case it was formerly matriarchal, merely becaU&e, 
(or llll we kpow. it might have been so. This would be to 
assume the very thing to be proved, namFI)" that the society 
in question was in lact maternalllt some earlier time: ' 

Under this system, how(:vcr, women have no p<:r-'OnaJ power. 
If it at all confers political power on any p<:r-'Oll, like the 
paternal system, it is on a male rather than on II female. In 
many societiel, again. in which this system is the rule, an 
exception is made in the case of the political head.' 

Spencer mentiOils another influence as the origin of political 'be 14-
h dh" I I" d "" I "hflaeDCeoI ea $ lp. t op<:rate.s a one In somc cuts an conJomt Y Wit tbe .i-
thllt of military prowess in other cases. But' that this arises doe·1IWI 

as early as the other can scarcely be said; since until the:O';" of 
ghost-th~ry I tiokes shape, there is no origin for it. But when killp>lp. 
belief in the spiri ts of the dead becomes current, the medicine-
man professing ability to control them and inspiring faith in 
his prettnlJion. i4 regarded with a fear which prompts 
obedienCl:': & S~n.er has not elaborated the hypoth~is by 
showing the various steps by which the medicine-man can 
acquire political superiority. He also remarks that the 

L See Sir Henry M.ine', &rl, Hj'f4f7o/ 100I1iffl.#0," (I91'S), pp.. 115-
lL I ka;ve retaiPOd IUs laI:I£1l&Ie as ra.. .1 pouible, .. hh cbuiu OC' 
omission. for the We or b~y;(y 0< LIo<b.ptatio:!!. \0 tbe preICIIt c:ontut.·ill 
order 10 allow him to atate bil own calC,. with its ~ detail.. (Sot 
a1ao hil AItdnU" L.:tw, ch. v, aDd il" Note 011 patriuCha\ theory by 
Sir F~erick Poll~k.) . 

• Sec N~ K 011 cbo. v, MaiDe'. A.,..,."" L_, p. 178. 
o fj,v>l#PUtlill BrlIIMfOl/lrl, lull ceL, nit 889 i H. SpeiLCU, 01. at .. 

,. "" "'" • I.e.,the f....,of!be ,holts of powafallOell. Wb.e.ItLaIIy.iribei have 
bea _Idedtoaethcr by . talLll ..... , bil'~ aequh. i1:L tndilion tlre 
pre-emineJU;C 01. rod- (See ~ SJIeDOO", "I. r:it., p. J6J.l 

• 11. SptTjCCt,,p. m ..... nt. 
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operation o[ the influence of the medicine-m,an depends upon 
the ghost-theoty which eomel into ~ing later than the 
'attrihute'·origin of chieftainship, but how much later he 
does not state. The supposed aid of supernatural powers as 
a stren~hener 'of political authority already acquired by some 
means or other cannot be denied. But bow a magician 
(medicine-man) can make his way to the throne requires to 
be shown. This has been done by Sir James Frater in his 
Gold", Bough with ;m industry in the compilation and 
presentation of materials that is ind~ admirablr We ShOl l! 
postpone our remarks on it until we have glanced over bili 
whole posit ion. 

SECTlO:S Ill. 

The hypothesis expounded by him may be summariud 
thus; 

Ik~efof I . Ancient kings commonly combined in themselves both 
~P~::' the adminilitrative and priestly fu nctions, and, in addition, the 
thai b~ un divine functions, for they were looked upon as gods incarnate. =riaI They were expectt'd to confer upon their subjects blessings 
bleamcs which lie ~yond the rtach of mortals. Thus rain and ,sun. 
~~cing fihine in proper seasons, growth of crops, removal of ~pidemics, 
~ r od in short. freedom from all scourges of humanity and ·bestowal 
_""'I~ . In tbe kiD!: of the essentials of public welfare were supposed to be 
O!" otherL dependent upon their will. A primitive man hardly perceived 

the difference between the natural and tke ~lIpe(natllraJ, and 
conceived the world as worked to a Irl'e.a t extent by personal 
beings_ moved by appeals to their hope;, fears, and compaSllion. 
Guidt'd by Ihis belief, he thought he could influence the course 
of nature by prayers, threats, and pJ'Otniles directed to none 
other than the god incarnate in the king, or, as he sometimes 
believed, in himself or anyone of his fellow men. 

Kiftatbip 1. Along with tbe view of the world as worked by spiritual 
~~q forces, t.he primitive man had anothct and proba~l)" still oJder 
lQ 1I:>a£i.. conception that contemplated nature as a senes of events 

occurring ",ithOllt the intervention of any personal agency. 
Such a conception was involved in the ' sympathetic magic~ 
Jhat played such an important part in those days. In early 
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society, the king .... as a magician, and he appears to have risen 
to the throne by his proficiency in the blaCk or while art . 

3- The principles involved in 'sympathetic magic' are two : 'Sy,:"po.­

(i) Like produces like, i. c. an effect resembles its cause. =., 
(ii) Things once in physical contact continue to act on each .ad, ~ . ..... ..... 

other from distant pla'!:$ after the severance: of the contact. expl&inc<J. 

The accompanying table shows the b",ncbe$ of Iympathetic magic:. 
with their a1ternat;ve names and the principlU upon ",hid> tbey ate 
based. 

Sympathetic Ma{;k 
(Law of Sympat hy) 

I 
I I 

Homoeopathic or Imitative Magic Contagioul Magic 
(Law of Similarily) (Law of Contact) 

4. The magician infers from the tirst principle, the law of 
similarity, that he can produce any effect he likes byimilating 
it; and [rom the second, the law of Ci.)ntact, that whatever he 
does to a material obj«t affects equally the person with whom 
it was once in contact, whethcr it formed part or his body or 
I1Ot. In practice, the two principles are often combined.1 

5. I'rom another point of view, sympathetic magiC is 
divided into Private and Public, thc former being practised 
(or the -beoefit or injury of individuals, and the latter {or 
public wel l. being, or injury to public enemies. 

6. As examples (mostly private) of' homoeopathic magic' Eumpl. 

(see the table, supra), Sir J. Frazer cites the uscs of an image, ~~":;~f 
which is subj!fled to magical treatment in the belief that palb!0 

sufferings eaused to it ..... ilI produce like sufferings to the = ~Il<l 
intended enemy, and its destruction will cause his death. ~r 
This practice was very widely diffused all over the world, and I - "­
still persists. Only a few instancc:s are described, viz. its 
practice among the American Indians, Malays, and Arabs of 
North Africa, as also in Torres Straits, Borneo, China, Japan, 
Alatralia, Burma, Africa, ancient and modem India, Egypt, 
Babylan~ ScotlancP The magical iINge is also used ill 
VariOU5 countries for various ends, viz. to get offspring, procure 

I For what ~s . boul magic, _ Si r J. Fra='. GO/Mil B~ug;' 
~onh refernd to as ' G. 'J. j rded.., pl. i, vol. i, pp. 50-4-

I C., pt. i, i. 55-70. 
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I~. eM\Il'e . r~pply, maintain domestic harmcmy. heal 
diseueI, alld 50 forth.1 

7. Not merely images., but also various animals and abjccts, 
the tida, 5UO, moon. and Star" lIt'C: magically treated to yield 
'bomoeopathica\ly the: dcaired reaults.t 

8. Not merely po8itive precepts, but alao negative one!, 
i.e. prohibitions. fOTIJI part of this magic, the latter being 
termed tQ6tw and the former l(Jrcery. Through these also 
operate the two principle, of similarity and contact, To cite 
innances; Camphor.hunters of Malay refrain from pounding 
their salt fine. The reason is that owing to tbe fesemblance 
or salt to camphor, tlley believe th:!.t by the u,boo they ensure­
that the grains of the camphor he seeks for will be large like 
their coal'X salt. The infriniCment of the taboo "·ould make 
the camphor fine like the pounded ~lt they use. 

9, In most parts ofaocient Italy, women were forbidden by 
law to cany their spindles openly, for any ~uch action was 
believed to injure the crops. The belief probably was that the 
twirling- of the spindle would twirl the com·stalks.' Hence, 
the taboo. 

JW..ple. 10. The second branch of sympathetic magic, viz.' ptivat~ 
~:~. contagious nugic' is equally widespread. Only a few tnstances 
aqio. need be noted: it is customary in many parts of the world to put 

extracted teeth in a place where they might oome into COIltact 
w'ith a mouse or a rat, in the hope that through sympathy the 
teeth of their former owner .would become firm and e:xcellent 
like those or the' rode~ThiS belief obtains in Arric:a, 
Europe, America, Indlf/ ' with more or less modifications. 
Similarly, there are 1I~ us practices ill various coWltries 
based on beliefs in sympathetic conne:xion between Ii wound 
and the weapon which infli*d it, a person and his clothes or 
foot-prints, and 10 forth.' . 

Tho I J. Thus rar we have noticed instances of homoeopathic or 
~":.." contagious macic practiaed for private ends, i.e. for the benefit 

' WI ekn· or injury of individuals. But side by side with thiS may be 
tloa W found thc practice of public magic for the good of the whole 

• IMd., pp. 1;36-11+ • IMti., P. 111 If. 
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community or for the injury of the iniQl:ie.a.l~. The to .. -

magician ceases to be it private practitioner and rise'!! into ~t 
a public functionary. He has to direct his attentioo to the 10 .. 11, 
properties of drog. and minerals, the: cause, of nUn and -OOly. 

drought, of thunder and lightning, the changes of the seuons, 
the pl'oa8t3 of the moon, the diurnal and annual journey, of 
the heavenly bodies, the mystery of life and death and such 
other things, it knowledge of which i$ neceasal}' to make up his 
peculiar outfit. He is.expected,by his magica1 rites, to secure 
objects of public utility-.upplying food , healing diaeasel, 
making itnd· stopping raih, controlling the sun and wind, 
,averting epidemics and other 9Cour~ of sOciety. and so forth. 
The means that he adopts are the same sym~thctic magic 
with its two branclles. The examples have been imported 
from a large number of countries and people. all over the 
world. I The evolution of such a claSll of functionaries is of 
great importance to poljtical and religious progress in early 
:society. The public welfare being believed to depend on the 
~rrormance of magical rites, they attain to a position of much 
influence and power, and may readily step up to the rank of 
chiefs or king~. The profession draws to it the lIblest men of 
the tribe •. \>ho. as in other professions, drive to the wall their 
duller brethren by dint of their superior intelligence. This 
supedollty depends for the most part, however,on 3. wmm3.nd 
over the fallacies t1mt impose upon their credulous and super­
stitious clients. Th,u, the ablest members Qf the profession 

bewlI!e more or less conscious d,though it is by no 
means the catle that a so«:erer is . an impostor, He 
often· sincerely believes in his 0 . ' 'erfu! powers; but · 

t.his sincerity renders him weaker an"his roguish fellow­
practitioners. It leaves him unarm to meet the many perils 
that beset him. When his incantations faii. he is ndl ready to 
make plausible excuKs like his knavish col~itgu.cs; and before 
he iO\'ents one, he mar be knocked on the he.d by his 
disappointed and angry clients.- Tbe result is that at this 

! JIiJ., pp. ~44-:S31 . ' , 
. I INJ~ P. 21.. NnODi tloc !.&tuJcu of 1M Ue~ Nile, fon iutuce 
~ UQlllccqaC..u raiIl-lJlabr il QkJI buUabcd (II: kiDed. (G .. pt;"10 i. 3¢.'J: 


