
RELIGIOUS ASPECTS CR. IX 

,A""'~ .... b mixed up with !tOme or the afornaid waters and poured into 
f!:~: the il,.ttI!ll pitcher'through a ,at~incr. A large number of 
c .... "", I"IlIuu (cup.) is drawn from tile s(11IfrIJ-juice either when 
(""po). streaming into the vesad or"heft deposited in it. 

The sacrifice i! regarded as PrajApati with a human {ann, 
the eomponen\5 of which have been already mentioned u 
n:p~ted by the, different pam of the larger altar and 'the 
enclosed hall. Some of the graluu ,ymbolite the (unctions 01 
these components, and some others the energies ()~rating 
through 'some of them. Thus, the high altar. is the nose of 
the Sacrifice, cart-shed head, four sounding-holeS passages of 
the ear:!! and nose, A'hIJvaniya fire mouth, A,rnUiltriya and 
Mtk'}aJifa fires arms, Sodas belly, and Gtir4apol7a (old 
AkavafrIya) fill!s feet. The upa,ull-gralw. ill the out_breathing 
of the Sacrifice, IJnla"yt'intla I in.breathing, AindnrvayafJll 
s~ch, Mait,..!Jvllf1lfJa intelligence and will, 4Jvina hearing, 
SlIira and manthi eyes, dgraytn!a trunk, ulttltya vital air, and 
vaihmn4,.11 ~ dkruva front and hind vital airs.1 The 
meaning of the offerings of these cups to the different gods is 
to be understood in the light of the Vedic belief that' Praji
pali , the world-man,Of all-embracing PersonaJity, is offe~ up 
anew in every sacrifice; and inumuch as the vc:ryd i~member. 

ment of t he Lord of Cr~atures, which took place at the 
al'Chetyp;t1 !;acrifice (of the p",.,qaoS1lkta of the ~S- Vtdll, x. 
(0), wu in itself the c~ation of the universe, so CVeJ}' .aacrificc 
is also a repetition of that first creative act. Thus the 
pt:riodicahacri~ it l\Qtbing d!e than a microcosmic repre
aentation of the ~vC'r-proceeding destruction and renewal of all 
cosmic lire and matter." 

Sf the &NIl/n, the maiJ"ii~ is asaociatcd with a legend 
of political significllDCe. At first, Mitra and Varol)a, represent
ing the priesthood and nobility respectivdy, were dilunited. 
The priesthood could stand without the nobility, bIIt not the 
iatteT withoat the former. Hence VUI1I)a asked Mitr.t. for 
union, promisine to give him. the foremost plaoe, and thence-

I l1Ie II/Jd~ anoJ #III~ _ diertd immediateIJ aftu 
pr~ alllithl fftI aftt6dot~el_I),.,}M w.. . 

• S.'!'" .. no. I. I to i ... 2.... nut .. S.8. "E., ziili, po .... 



CK. IX RELIGIOUS ASPECTS '" forth S\lCC~ed in all hi, " deeds, from which . {oUowed the~, 
moral that .. K/illriya should always ha~ .. BnfA",~ to t!t1., 
advise him, and without this, ill his undertaklnp would be. 
utter failures. Hence the king should alway! have a B,JiR..· 
"'II,!", in the ~n of the royal pri=t for hi, guidance.1 

After the performance of the Vifrut/./roPlla,"an expiatory. 1'''''''4'
oblation for the l~juice spilt during the pres!ing, the =~ 
priests and the sacrificer proceed to the ,dlvala (pit) where the.~""
Baltiflavo",a"lhJt(Jtra i~ ch6JIted. This sllJJr4 is mentioned ,~. 
al II. ship boun~ h'eaven .... rds, the: priests befog ita span and. 
oars, The AC"'i/!tm14 victim is then killed (or Agni and 
cooked (rom that time til! the evening .R1Jna-feast. r'ive 
sacrificial dishes (PJlrw!lilas) are al50 oflCred to particula~ 
deities. . 

After the offerings of some of the aforesaid pahas, which c~ .. 
take place next, 'the priest and the 5a.crificcr drink slHnQ'-juice ~d~!: ... 
ldt in some of tbe paittU, and eat the it/4; twelve libatiolU ~_8. 
are made to tbe deities or the seasons, followed bF the recita-
tion of the A;ya.JlJSfra and two more offeringe of cups. The 
Afya-sfotra is next cllanted. Those who take part in this 
eeremony drink the remnants of the s-..juice in the cups.! 

The mid-<!ay ceremonies are almost the same as those of the. n. Dlid_ 

morning, with these noteworthy exC(;ptiOIlll, that the libatioIU I!,"!::"' 
(somt being ditrerent) are fewer, a !lepafOlte Ifotra is chanted 
in the: SedaJ and dak#,!ii-lwmtlJ performed for making the. 
prescribed gifts to the priests.t 

The evening rituals are all;l1Ost like the morning, <4fferen<:et n..,~. 
be~ marked in regard to the graMs chanting of the ~ 
Ar6/unJa-slotra, slaughter of the victim already mmtioned, 
uffering of ,ani (rite-pap) to Soma and €1In to Gandharv ... , 
who hd no lharc in the s" ... 4-drinking, PQhUf}(JJa-gr4ha to 
Agni and Tva!tr, recitation of the AplitlliiNlI.Jastra and 
lihatioa from the H aril'!16Jta-.grsi4. • 

The Apt#14ma is concluded with the offering of nine c-:t..t. 
SMAitl/l1fl.ftls . to bid fan:wdl to the pia invited to the ill( lIthl. 
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~_ saifice. This is followed by the Avabltrllta bath, after which 
y .. .i4T tbe tacrificer becomes as p ure AS a child, a rice ... p to Aditi (_.). a. the concluding oblation, the' UdayatU)'r;p like the PraIa,!" 

)'tIP menliODed bcfwc, tbe offering of a barren cow (or 
a bullock) to Mitra Md Val'UJ:l3. Ihe UdtnNu4nlytl!i. in which 
a cake is offel'ed to Agni, and one or two other ritual.,1 

This brief sketch of the Apil!01PIiJ will serve to explain not 
only the Pavilra which constitutes the opening ritual of the 
R4jasQ)'a, but al,o many other sacrifi~ of which it forms the 
basis, and which will be dealt with hereafter . . 

1.'~ft.;.PJ After the Pa'll""a comes the pur,!dl:llti (fult offering), in 
;:';;~.hli. which a libation is ffi3de of a spoonful of gl,,~. In t his 
Coho 10 ritual, the aacrifi.cer formally resolves to be consecrat«l to 
"'~um.lI, R " Ob,-""d k " Nllfti, perform the 4}flsNya. n t e w OWLIlg ay, a ClIo e 15 

~",i, ond offered to Anumati (the peraonified approval of the: deities) 
-.. praying her to approve of his consecration, and another cake 

to Nirrti (the goddess of evil) for averting her displeasure. 
Agni and V~r.tu receive cakes the next day for assenting to 
the conlecration." 

OIfmD~ On two 5uccessh·e days, Agni illId Soma., and Inclra and 
~~ Agni, are given offeriog$, for gaining securi ty {rom evil-doers 
.1Id lad.. from the fil"$t two, and vigour and energy from th" Dext two 
j<>d Api. deities. 3 This offering of new grain is also intended to secure 
... f;.ytJ. the assent of Indra, Agni, Viivtlkvas, &c., to the consecration, 

C4r..r_ 
",iJ, •• 

and obtain hdl lthy crops.' 
The four Seasonal Offerings next commence, the first 

()f which,is beld on the full.moon of Philguna, and the other 
three at intervals of lour months each. DUring the in~rvals 
the ordinary half-month sacrifices (DarJa-pflrf!ll-m4stf/J) are 
performed daily, either alternating the Full-moon ucrificc: 
with the New-moon, DC holding the fonner on each day of the 
bright fortnights and the latter 00 eae:h day of the dark ones. 
The fiM seuonal offering, called VaiJvadnia (AlI.gods). is 

• s. Br. , iv ..... Ii> r.. S. :to 1 am lhankful to Pro{ Rilmndn. SllIIdar 
Triyedl, M~ .. P.R.S., fur Itilldly Jelting me h .... e the use of bil thoughtful 
MS. 1lO1e:s in Bengali 011 A.f'//f/#", .... whicb have enabled me 10 apportion 
the IItveral tilliab III tbe fiyc. da.ys co~ by tile saai6ce. 

· 1!JHJ..,". S.~I-6. "/~,".LJ.'-&. 
• In.t, y. a.,. 9 Uld Ii. ... ,. 



RELIGIO,US ASPECTS '" 
meant to secure the gods' approval to consecratioo by Rij~' 
favouring the sa.crificer with abundaDt foOd and creatures; ("""'-) 
the second, called Vcuu!,ap.ag..Lisa, q addressed. to ViU'U~ 
in order that he might express his usent by making the 
creatures free from blemish and di_se. By the Stilrttm#J/ra, 
i. e. tbe third seasonal offering made to A"gni.AnTkavat 
(sharp-pointed Agni) and other gods, the sacrificei' desires to 
have their usent through Sifety (rom his enemies, while by 
the last seasonal offering Sltnilsirya to Vayu and Surya he 
seeks prosperity as an indication of their approl'a!.l 

After the kasonal offerings, which occupy a year, follow Pdlhfll· 

PaiklwattIya, btdrahtriya, and Aparnargan.,mD-a11 intended~, 
to procure safety and security foc the sacrificer, to enable him ucl Apa
to perform the sacrifice unmolested. The first ritual consists;::;: 
in the offerings of 'fivefold cut ghee' to the five winds or 
breaths, the scto\"d in offerings to Agni, Varut,la, Rudra, .Pond 
Indra, and the third in Jhe performance of a /wma by the 
apamdrga plants to kill or drive away the fiends.~ 

The' triply connected ' offerings are (I) to AgD! and Vi!\\u, T .. ;!~", .• 

Indra and Vi~u, and V~\\U for getting men, (II) to Agni and ,...1/,..... 

Pii~n. loom and Pjj~n, and Pil~n for cattle, and (III) to 
Agoi and tioma, Indra and Soma, and Soma for glory. 

Here Agni ill the giver, Vi~\\u guardian of men, PU!3D 
protector of cattlc, Soma glory, and Indra saerificer.) 

The oblations to Vaii vl!.nara and Varuna tafr:e place next., QbI.tiaDo 
• toYaiii-

the first for abundance of food aDd creatures, and the second ".... ~ 
(or making the creatures faultless.' v~ 

These offerings, constituting the ntxt item, have a special T .... I ... 
political significance. These R«tllinl are (i) commander of::::: 
the army. (ii) Ptlr~lt;fa, (iii) KI«Ira.~ (iv) queen, (v) Sflfa. 

, I S. Br., y.".t .• ...,.. I //Ji~, y. 2 .... -40. 
• /6id .. Y. ~ S. 1-12. ' IlJid~ v. :a. S. 1}-11. 
I K,~ COl'RtpMllb to R,rjatty4 in 1M Taill;~i, .. -stiatJ,iM, ~ 8. 9- I , 

..... d l"ailNnf4-Br4Iutr..,.., i. 7. j. 3. Enclior .... id.,.,ti~ed ;,a" .. .. ith 
lbe absll'aCt' rulillC%wr" ProfL Macdonell and Kehb (V.I., ii. J\l9o 
tOO) explain Rahlitl ' PP!riIll'it: ro' lbox people c( the fOJ11 ""~ 
iII..t.o.e houea lite lliNdiIfN ••• .... JlC!forcned ill !be OOOI'I>I! oll~e 
R4J~)'d '. Tbc. diIIiaally .ba-eill'lllIcuo ... ..., (i) ,to lDUider ~ 
&I a men: penDDi1iatioa, aDd (ii) ro apply Ihc lenD 10 tbe 1Qa(, ..... 
ClUIIIIlI bdoD.( 10 tbt • ropI ~'. 
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Jt,~ (Y\J.Gr~, (vii) K flU", (viii) StJ'fIrraJdtr. (Ix) BMg~ 
(p.!.). (~) Ai(aMpa aM GwiillT~ (Jd) P6I4gala, (xii) Pori

'I1(kfl,1 

On the fitst day, the king goes to the house of the ~rn
mander of tlte army and oIfen a cake to Agni-AnTkavat (Agni 
bdng the co'mmallder of the god.),' thereby consecrating 
himself foc the officer. and expressing the: desire that the 
officer might be faithful to the king. 

The remaining offerings are made on successive days at the 
houses of tbe respective persons concerned e~pting K,atrtJ' 
[item (iii) in the above list) and Aif4v4pa and Gwikar(a"a 
together [fonnillg item (x)], for whom offerings are made at 
the royal paiace. The recip;ents of the: n:nminiDg oblations 
(lfI the several occuions are u foUOWI in the order of the 
aforesaid per:!lOOS :_(ii) Brhaspati, [(i) Agnl has been mentioned 
already]. (iii) Indra, (iv) Adit i, (v) Varu!!a, (vi) Marut5, (vii) 
SavitT. (v iii) Mvins, (ix) PU!&n. (x) Rudra, (xi) the way per
sonified, (xi~ Nirrti, The intention of the sacrificer 'n all 
tilese rituals is to make the officers and athers faithful to 
bimself.& The participation of the aforesaid persoo. in the 
teremooy and the applkatioo of tbe tenn • king-makers' 
(r<!,ialartr) to It least some of theac: arc: indicari.ve or the 
dc:f~rCDce paid to them by the king. Some or the Rat";111 
were perhapll representativc:s of the people or certain d uses.. 
of the SUbjec&, and the reason why their aJlegi&nee was an 
object of .pc:cial atteution with the king shows the political 
power res'..ing in the hands either of thc:msc:lves or the classes 
whom they teprc:sented. 

Eq:oio..... The QIIIltad: of those' 'unworthy of sacrifice' with the 
uaifice ' creates evil which ' i. removed by the next offerings 
to Soma and Rudra, and Mitra and Brhaspatl.' 

The next riteAMi.,t&lII'IIylS (con.secn.tioo) baa as its im-
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mediate ba!iI the Vi/Il}1I sacrifice, which is ·nothing but an Rifo'*P 
A,pqflJmO covering five days with these additional ritula, .(UIOI,). 

vito the slaying of iIo ~nd .... ietim to Indra and Agu.i on t.be 
last day, the c:hanting of the UItI!tya-sl4tr4 followed by the 
recitation of the UItI"J"l"ilUlra.1 To develop thil UlttA,. 
sacrifice into the AlJlfiilCalll,fl, certain rites arc fu'rthcr added:· 
after the preparation of the Pahi-pllr<N/4ifl on the fourth day,_ 
offerings arc made to tbe divioc Quickcncra, namely, Savi1r 
Satyaprasava for quickeoing the king for poweR of ruling, 
Agni Grhapati for making him. the master of the bouse, Soma 
Vanaspati forfpWats. Brlwpati Vic for speech, Jndra }~tha 
for exce{lence, RI.Idra PdLlpati (or cattle, MilCll Satya for the 
Brahman, Vanl\l& Dharmapatl for control over the law. The 
A"Itw,."u utters-. ",f11/lrtu ill waich the above blessings are 
invoked upon the lacrificer. There it a passage in thetle 
",an/rtlS worthy f of special note: • This man, 0 ye people, 
is your king, Soma is the Ising ofus Br4lttfUll!lls.' A difference 
is meailt to be d~wn between the king', ordinary JUbjects and 
the people of the -Braltwtal!ll cane in regard to the king's 
control over them,!" 

Seventeen kinds of liqukl arc collected roc Ihe King's Colledion. 
anointmen~ to be held at the mid-day s_feast of the ofH'Iolda. 
UilllJa sacrifice forming the basis of the AMij«(III.1Ja. Theac 
arc: (I) Water &om the river Sarasvatl, (2) water drawn from 
amidst the ripples before and behiAd a man plunf;ng into the 
water, (J) and (.4) waters flowing with and agai11!t the cum:nt 
of a river, (5) overflowing: water, (6) sea-water, (7) water from 
a whirlpool, (8) water from the M&gnant porUm of a river in 
a SUMY .spot, (9) rain falling during sunWne, (10) wat.I;t from 
a,. pond, (11) well-water, (IS) dcw-drops, (l3) honey, (14)' 
embryonic waters of a calving cow, (15) milk, (16) clarified, 
butter, and (17) water ~ to the lIUQ-mote:s.8 

Of .&heIc kioda of Uqu.id, the fint symboli~ IIpeeda, nat 
three~, 6Jth abundaac:e, lixth lordship, tenth ,alJegiaDoe 
of the people to tt1e king, .twelfth food, fourteenth t9 0. 
tecoth cattle. aDd tItc lut ~ce. 



'1' RELIGIOUS ASPECTS CR.lX 

11~ The liquids are mixed up and deposited in a veeelof m .... 
(""t.), har(J wood representing vigou.r. 
Hi'll.! Before the Miilu"dra cup is -drawn at tbe midday s""",· 
obl.n-. {east of the aforesaid Uklh)'1J sacrjti~, the ritual of anointing 

is inserted preceded by,ix PjjrlM oblations, the lut of which 
is given to Brhaspati representing priestly vigour. After the 
anointing, six P6rtM oblations to other divinities are again 
given, 1M first being offered to Indra identined with KIa/fifO 

vigour. The king, who is anointed between these two sets of 
PtVlM oblations, is thUJ encompassed by priestly and princely 
(Kfatr;YlI) vigouf3. ' • 

Dn:"u., The king then bIlthes dressed in the prescribed manner, and 
;~~:r"", after bath wean another dress, uke3 from the A""vaJ'~ 

a bow and three anC7W5 for protection, .each act being 
accomp.anied with proper manlr,lI. The deities and mortals 
arc fonnaJly apprised of the anointing to be'shortly hdd, and 
asked to approve of the same.1 

Symbolic After thel performance of the rile of putting a pit« of 
~-;:"r copper into the mouth of a iong.haired man as a charm against 
'1umn injuries specially from the mordacious creatUres, the ascttuitm 
~~ of tM ,.~, east, west, north, south, and the sky, takes 
T<tiOA. p1a.cc for procuring for the king supremacy ilt" all those 

quarters.S 

Anoint· The king then stands on a tiger..sldn previously spread 
""'nl. . before one of the dlr4'!IU (hearths) called MailrivaroJ:l3, 

on the hind part of which a piece o( lead is placed for beillg 
kicked oK by him, thereby symboliully beating off the fiends. 
A piKe of gold is put under the king's foot signifying that he 
takes thereby his stand ()Q imrnortallire represented by gold. 
00 his bead is placed a plate of gold perforated with nine or 
ODe hundred hokos, the first number im.plying the nine vital 
airs, and the M:cood a hundred years of life. His two arms 
(sbnding (or Mitra and Varul)a) are thea nised, signifying 
that the two gods have mounted a ehariot-the king's body
and ~ Reinl. as the MalUr4 uttered Oft the occasion shoW!, 
Aditi and Diti, i . e. their on property iUld that of others. 

• 5.Br.,.,. ,.J. 4""9- ' JIU.,,,, 3. 5· -31. 
"J~"." I. 3 .... Ct. I4iIn., J_Arptfl, H. pp. 4<10 41. 



CH.IX. RELIGIOUS ASPECTS '73 . 
StaDding thus with up·stretched arms and f'a;ting the cut, the R~ 
king is besprinkled with water I lly the Ad~ or the royal trMt.). 
priest , 2nd also by the kin(, Klations, a fri~dly K I'l/"jta, 
and a VaiJya, tbe appropriate mantras being uttered there-
with.1 The w;;r.tcr on the king's body is rub~ by him3elr 
with the born of a black antdope, thWi .supposed to be 
imbibing into his system the vigour in the water.' The 
anointment over, the king takes three steps on the tiger--Jkin 
corresponding to Vq~IU's three step! for the symbolic .ucensioD 
or the three worlds-heaven, earth, <UJd upper regions, thereby 
placing h imse1f high above e\"erything here. The remnants of 
the water are then poured by him into the lJ'.iIl"'Q~Q·s vessel. 
llS an emblem of respect due to Briilrmal!as. This vessel 
is given away to the king's dearest son to have the fonner's 
vigour perpetuat)d th rough the latter. The linking of vigours 
of the (ather and the son is complet«\ by some oblations with 
malltras.4 

The reason underlying the ritual or mimic eo"&·raid is that The mi mic 

VarulJa lost his vigour after consecration and recouped it from cow· .. io\. 

roW!!. Though the king dOCl not actually lose his vigour on 
t he present occ.u.ion, he suspects it to have: vanished, and 
where can I\; go unless to his relative foremost of all ~ H ence. 
in th is ritual he mounts a chariot yoked with four horses, 
drives to a place among the relative's hundred cows stationed 
on the north of the Altavanlya fin; and touches onc of them 
with the end or his bow. believing to be taking back thereby 
to himsel( his vigour. The stoppage of the charioteamongst 
t he cows transferll the ownership or the cattle to the king. The 
king in return gives the relative a hundred cows or more, 

-inca\l3.bLe as he is of comnlitting fordbLe seizure. 
The chariot is brought back to its place and (our oblat ions Con<!"';on 

are made to the four deities presiding over t he dilferent parte :'!:.' .... 
I Tht IfM:IIt_ kinds of water mi:l:ed in III U4t.1N511T4 "\'Cltel are 

divided to lO fOil. pam in lour buck~u. tho Brdl._'!l' sprinkliqg from. t1)e 
budc~t of !a'4j" .. ood, the kinsmen oi ..,j;;",;""ra, the llla/riY4 01 
lI~o. IlIId the VaiJ11J of ahllIl4a. (S. Dr., ... J. 5. 11- 14-) 
- ' "Eitbet 1I0W, or after the p me of ·d ice Ialer OIl, tbe Hlltr td l, the 

Itory.of Sunal;r'tp;1. . 
• S.Br" Y.", 1.9 to v. ~ . '. S. • INd •• . .., ... 2, 6-10. 
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of the vtbidet, in, order- to reDder kingship lawurably elrculb· 
lJtaDoed ia regard to protpez;ityand vigour, the aobility and 
the peasantry:' While yet in the chariot the king puts on 
a pair of shoes of boar's skin with the object of having 
abundance of cattle, the principal Item of wealth in those 
daYI, the legend connected with ' the boar being the basil of 
this ritual Certain WUIIfIrtU are littered to establish a-friendly 
relation between the killg aru:I the earth, down upon which he 
now mps, followed by the charioteer, who jumpa down on 
.. place different {rom that trodden by his maste,r. Twominor 
rites {or conferring on the king long life, glory, and strength, 
conclude this ritua.J.i 

A throne of klladira wood is placed on the tiger-skin spread 
bcfure the AfaitrtlvanltpJ hearth and mantled over with 
another piece of the same skin betokening in~ of K {1ltriJ'a 

power. The duties of the HOIf in this ceremony as detailed 
in the Aitartya-BriiJIma'!a deserve special mention. The 
term PwtOra6114tka or second consecration is used In the 
BrdAmafJa to stand for the ritual of Aoltitt&atdya, the first 
consecration (AMi/t'kll) of the Iring performing the Rtijasiy/S 
having taken place in connexion with his ordinary coronation. 
The duties and __ Irils of th~ HoI'( in regard to' tbe PI.,"r

a/Jlti/tktz are ~n in a few chapters,1 while those in regard to 
Mah~bhi!,!ka, in imitation of Indra's ronsecration,are giVeD in 

. certain other chapters.' But it appears that they atc to 
operate in unison at thill stage of the AOItituanlyiZ. The 
two noteworthy features of the proceedings of the MaAijfJlri
jr/ta are (I) the oath' administered to the king before he sits 
on the throne, and (70) the various kinds 0( supremacy tbat an: 
desired to be attained by him and appear to have heeD th~ 
theri5hed objects of kingly aspirations.1 The oath is as 
follows , 'U I (the king) ever do you (the priest or perhaps 
the erd/m./ll!u generally) any barm, may I 6e deprived of all 
pioua acts dQnt by me from my birth tDI death, the tpirituaJ 
~or1ds IIfquired by me. my tdigious mait, life, and offspring: 

• S.IJr., w. 4-3-
• INd., viii. U-2J. 
, 11UI., viii. IJ~19-

, 
• Aw,q.-B~, ,-iiL ,,-11. 
t JRd., .ilL 15. . .. . 
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The A~ recital • ".tI1Itra in "hleb the \cinf is called Il~ 
• ~pboldcs' of the sacnd law" ,vpo!l which ' the S~",. (-.). 
1W4!J",~ expitiates by saYIng that he is to Indeed • bea.uee 
he is DOt tapable ol .11 .nd every speech. nor of all and every 
deed, but that he .hould speak only what ia right and do what 
is right; of that he as well as the Srt1lriylJ (the SriA"'/II!#f 
Vtrsed ,in Acred writ) is capable; for these two are the 
upholders of the sacred law among men: I 

Five dkc arc banded over II> the king to be tbrown by h im, Dke

diKercnt ligni6cations;beillg attached to theresultl of cutings, ~r
IUcb as the king's victory in all the Quark" or the dominance 
of the K ttli age (rqltC5C1ItiDg the king) t;lI'Cf the three otha 
.. gal . 

The next rite crystallizes the ide& that the king can do no 11k . ;11( 
wfOlIg. The Atf!'IIaTfU and hit usistants strike the king on :'::'.0 
the back Iliith strckt (punishment), thereby putti'l: him beyond 
the reach of judicial punishment! 
. After the rites of dltlttSjnr a {W". and ~oI/q;;ttJ 'betwem the ne,.... 
ErfJltma1l prit!t and the king, is held the ptusiq r()l'M of t/t# ~. ':t. 
s~ifiti4J stlNJrd. The AdJiV4~ or the royal priest, makes 60ial 
over II. wooden aword to the Icing with a ftllUltrlS, thereby'oronl. 
rendering the latter weaker than a BrtfA~ but stronger 
than his enemies. It is then handed over to tbe kiDg's 
brotber, who passes it on either to the Sitll (cb.rioteer) or to 
St."~ (governor of a di.strict), who 19ain transfers it to tnc 
Gri",.,,1 (village-headman) to be taken over by a clansman 
(J.,jitd), each making his · J UccesJOt weaker than -himself, 
This rite give. an insight into the order of precedence. of 
several officials.' 

One or two millor riteJ coming next cOQclude the A61ti .. 
_#&11,,1,11• 

After the five. days of A6/tipc4tll)'1S follo\l,"I DttltlJqlf, In ~ 
which art included teD ~~ oblatioos, The whole ritul, 
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occupying ten days, is intended 'to impart ViKpUf to the kmg 
who takes part in its proceeding,.1 

The Paikahil(l~aru, or offdirtgs to .everal godJ in live 
plates, are meant to remove from the kings mind any feeling 
of arrogance that might arise from hi' symbolic ascension of 
the regions., :sca.ons, hymll$, and 'met~1 

The object o r t he Prayuj4", oblations is thus laid doWll in 
the Salapatha-Brii""'41Ja : I 

• The anointed thereby yokes the lIC.a!;OOS, and thus yoked . 
those seasons draw him along, and he follows the seasons thus 
yoked.' . 

After a year is held the Klill'llapmriJ'a j for ClItting the hair 
of the king's head, which is aUowed to Wow during the 
interval after the consecration. The belief underlying the 
ceremony was that it was the hair of his ~ead that imbibed 
first the vigour of the water sprinkled during the consecration, 
and if it was shaved the vigour would vanish. The pruent 
ritual, by Hipping hair at the prescribed time, serves to 
preserve jt.~ 

The following two ritua ls, viz. Vy~ti-dviriitra and K$tZtra
dkrti· are not mentioned in the Satapafha because t hey 
involve no feature, different from the ord inary solita sacrifice. 
The fornler lasts for two nights and is meant to purge the 
king of all sin~,T while the latter, occupying a day, appc<lrs 
from its name to be a rite for the support of the king's 
power.' 

The 6aMlrtillUZ'!t~ is then performed as an expiation for 

1 SO,:., v. 4 .~. The fhidfry/J is .. modification of tJu, AIJ"it!tmfd .,ith 
the oblauon. o.dded. 

• IhliI.; v. ). I , • IM/., v, } .1I. 
• KrllJT!l1fNJ"fJIJ is I. modification of Ari,-dh'Q, " bleb is agai n a modifi· 

catio!, of Apifr-... 
• S. Br., Y. S. J. 'The king i. henceforth prohibited from abaving bis 

hair and alanding no the ground willi ~ feet. 
• K ! lIfI'IN'It.rn is beld .. month .(~r lho: rYllfli-tWiratfll, wbich again 

comes otf ~ month aftu Ktia':'ajJIvU:l4. -
.' See rtJiJC'Q,'i,u/J-BrIJ"'/J~, :rvii~ 1; n, for tbe object of the 

n t.w. . 
• The object of Ibis """"mODY ~ IlQwben=,':fO flU' as I tee, upreslly 

eiven. "t-
o This takea place II. tnnnth ~fter KJPlnwPt.rll and iI .. 1bm.birlation ~ 

"b1ations with aaerilice 01 ani-.!L 
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e~J in the dttnking of soma-juice duriDR'.the ..m.ole of the R4fos9. 

pt«eding period of tbe Ra./asu,a, followed by the closing (<HIt.). 

oblation called T,a';d/uila'llI.l · ;;::?'~d 
The description of the R4./asiiya as given in the Mak4Mii- ;::'{(!14. 

,ata does not detail the rituals, IJut lays down.a condition 
precedent which makes it performable by very powerful kings 
Olfter they have completed a digflijaya' (conquest of thc:quarte~). 
The Vedic RiijasiiylJ does not depend on any such condition, 
and on be celebrated even by petty kings. In the epic as 
""'ell as later lIC'iods, therefore, the sacrifice must have ~ 
a source of great unrest, though of coursc it was, by the above 
restriction, of infrequent OCCIlrrence. 

(C) (i i). V.s0ffa. The rituals of the Vlijoptya, performed, I'";,,,/<ft'. 
according to the ala/atka, by an emperor for installation to 
hi.~ imperial pos~ion, or by a B,iikmll'!a for inauguration to 
his supreme position as such) ate identical with those of the 
Apri!!Oma with certain addftions. The Jecorul upon which The 

th is sacrifice is based is ffiat, once upon a t ime, tte gods and letf'ld. 

the a.ru,as, both children of Prajapati (the lord of creatures), 
tried to be supreme. Each tISU,a in his arrogance thought 
himself sUp'reme, and, as he recognized none superior to him, 
made o(fedngs into his own mouth as the token of his pre
sumption. Each god, on the other hand, made offerings to 
his fellows. Prajipati (or this reallon sided with the gods, 
and the universe became theirs. But a rivalry set in among 
the gods. each pf whom wilntc:d to have Prajapati or the 
universe all to himself. T o set it at rest, they raD a· race in 
which Brhaspati impelled by Savitf bec::;une the winner. This 

,race: (urnished the nucleus of a sacrifice, namely, the V4japtya, 
by which Indra I3cri,fiCc:d and became supreme. As Brhaspati 

• S.B,." v. 5· 4-5: ' 
, MB~·tij.IJ.47 r 

Yasmio urva'!' ~ ... t; ,.. ~ .tV1I4Ir .. po.o"'" 
yU ~ lal'W~j4l'Ja~ sa villd.ri. "" .... "", .. 1.73. .... ;'d,p"""~ 01 J ..... "'" who 

bJ;d imprisoned a lIum ' IICCI, tn.. COIIlidered. u cneMial to tbe 
ful6lment of tile condiI' eDt. 

The K.u.!#tItJ~, UlCll1m oltb.. R4j<JJ Qy .. ill f»ftllerion "';th 
tile .luies ..r:.~t Kn'Utt. ht,;va 110 clllC to tbc poiut WIda' 
Ilotioe. K .. ,.fihya, T. iii, p.:~ 

.. ,. N 
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I'lj.~ was the PMrullitD of the god!!, and Indra a diville K ItJlnytJ, 
('''''.). both BrMma,!as and Klalri)'as are eligible (or the perform. 

ance of the sacrifice.' ' 
C,..,.L,t. After some prep;ltatory rites for some days, the rituals of 

the first four,days of the Ag7ll"l.toma 1 are celebrated on as many 
days, followed by the performances of the fifth day, among 
which are found these additions or differences: With the 
morning pressing of .willa-plants are drawn the a'!'-sJl_grakn, 
Agmil<'mtJ-pahas up to the tigraya1!tJ, three Pr/!llytJ-. SorfaiI. , 
five Vajaprya., seventeen s(J/IIa·, sura·, and , madku- and 
Ukllt)'tIr- and dIm/va-panas for various objects such as 10rlJ:: 
life, super iority, winning the worlds, truth, prosperity, and 
light. With the exception of the soma_. SftTli-, 2nd madllll_ 

trakas, which arc used at the mid-day soma-feast, the rest arc 
offered and drunk along with the evening cefemonies.~ 

Victim.. The p rincipal animal \'ktims are four, to which are added 
eighteen subsid iary ones, namely, a spotted sterile cow (the 
earth piehal'd with vegetation) offered to the Maruls rqJre· 
senting the peasants, for ensuring the supply of food in the 
kingdom, and seventeen goats of a particular description 
offeretl to Prajiipati for the same purpose.' 

At mid-day, before the Jlfaltwdl"Q cup is drawn:takes place 
the chariot -race, the sacrificer competing with sixteen rjl'al.~. 
The sacrificer's chariot i~ Uken from its stand to the nOlth. 
eastern part of t he A-fanavrdi, four horses to be harnessed to 
it arc sfrink1ed ..... ith water accomp2nied "vilh mmr/ras in 
order tliat they might win the roce for their master. A rice
pap is prepared for Drhupati, the winner of the first race of 
thi~ kind, and taken to the horses to be smelled hy them for 
the :<;arne purpose. The lJra/mtlllf stands on a cart-tvhed 
fixed to a post and sings a Sdmtm to gain for his client the 
air-..... orld, the tcrrestrial world being left to be won by the 
chariot'face. Seventeen drums put in II row from the 
Agn,dhra hearth westwards are beaten for making an 2US

picious spund favourable to the saaificer's purpose. A post 

'5.B,.,V. l. I.I-II. , 
• for desuipti<X! Gftbe Ap! (f'tr"'~ ~ the fim ponion of the scelion 

• on tbe R4;.'~)'D . • S. B,., Y. 1.:1.. • INd., v. 1.3. 
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is fixed at the end of seventeen arrows' range to india.te the V4j..",.. 

farthest limit of the racecourse. The saerificcr praY' to (mi.). 

Savit! {Dr impulsion and m~nts his chariot, as also do his 
sixteen rivals. During the nee the Adlroaryu utten MlitUras 

addre&Sed to the horses of the sacriflcer's charillt. Tbe cats 
rlln up to the pGlIt round which they tum and come back in 
such a way that the sacrificer happcn.s to be the first to reach 
the altar. It is this winning of the chariot-race by the sacri. 
fleer as an emperor (or by a Briikmi1.'!o recognize<! as supreme 
by virtue of his qualities inborn and acquired) that formally 
proclaims and installs bim to the high positioo that has been 
already his by general consent. The hones are made to 
smell again the Bamaspatya rice-pap with the thought that 
the establishment of the sacriflcer's superiority upon the 
terrestrial world ill flOW an accomplished fact. The Adlntaryu 
and the sacrificer next put the madhu-.(raka pt'eviously mCfl-

tioned in the hand of a ValSytl or K fatnja c~mpctitor in 
the race, who in turn makes it over to the Branma", while the 
Nlf!r (an assistant of the Adhvaryu) a surii. cup in the hand 
of the same person. By the fonner rite, th{' recipient obtains 
long life apd other benefits, and by the latter the sacrificer is 
imbued with' troth, pl'Ollpcrity, and light I, leaving with tbe 
K;atriytl or Vaiiya I untruth, misery, and darkness, but enjoy-
ment ofaJl benefits '.1 

It is supposed by lIOme authorities that the Viijapya sacri
fice grew very P'Obably out of the I chariot racing tra'!sformed 
into a ceremony which by sympathetic magic $ccures the 
success of the sacrificer '.1 

After twelve APli and sUr: K {pIt' offerinF!s on the Aha,"miya 
fire for procuring for the sacrificer all that the twelve months 
of the year and the six seasons can bestow, the sacrificer 
climbs up a ladder put against the po5t at the end of the 
raeecoul'l5C, followed by his wife, who has been led up to the 
place by the NI{!r. The company of the wife is intended to' 
make the !IOI.erificer complete by addition to him of OIle-half of 
his own seJf. A lump of wheaten dough fixed on the post as 
its head-pi«e is then touched by' him wit,h the rnalfff'a, 'We 

I S.Or., Y. I. 4 and 5. I Y.I. ii. 381. 

N' 
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VIj.,. have gone to theJight, 0 ye gods,' the touching of the dough 
(".t.). symbolizing the obtainment pf food and drink that give him 

the strength to reach the supre~e goal. He then rises over 
the post by the measure of his bead saying, • We have berome 
immortal; whereby be wins the ,e1estial world. Then he 
adds' Ours be your power, oura your manhood and intelligence, 
ours be your energies', for by the Va/afr1a, the celebrant 
obtains Prajapati, who is everything here. Seventeen packets 
of Aroatllta leaves containing salt are thrown up to him by 
the VtUJ)'QS to indiGllte that they would never ,fail as agents 
lOr supply of food. Homage is then made b}· him to Mother 
Earth in order that she mig'h t not shake him ofT. A goat's 
skin with a gold coin on it is spread bythr Adltvaryu for the 
sacrificer to step upon after de<;cending from the ladder. 
Gold being the symbol of immortality, the <,»crifia:r is ~up
posed to take his stand on immortal life by this ritual.1 

S", inkliD(. A throne f udumbara wood is placed behind the Ahavtmiya 
fire in front of the .cart.shed, ane! a goat's skin is SpT'!ad on it.' 
The sacrifice!' is ~ated on the throne with this manlra 
uttered by the Adkvaryu, 'Thou art the ruler, the ruling lord I 
ThOll art firm, and stt;idfast! (I seat) Thee for ~he tilling! 
Thee for peaceful dweJ1ing! Thee for wealth I Thee for 
thrift!' 3 The R::irhaspatya pap is now given to Brhaspati, 
but its SV#!airl is left to be offered la ter 011 after the II/Jlli 
oblations. Several kinds of food are brought to the sacrificer 
to be tested by him, and those that aT'! not hrought are to be 
escheweC:t by him through iife.t Out of these articles are 
offered with formula. &even Viijapraravanfya oblations to 
increase his strength. The remnant, arc sprinkled on the 
sacrilicer with a mantra which declares his supremacy and 
entnuts him t(; the protection of the deitie.!l. This is followed 
by the II/j;# oblations which are supposed to give him control 
upon life, men, three worlds, cattle, five region., six seasons, 
seven kinds of domestic animals, &c., in short Prajapali him
self. Ar~r one or two other rites, the M4Ant.dra cup is 
drawn, and while the Pnt"a-stolra ;, chanted, to be rollowed 

-, I $. B .. ~ v. S. I. I-U. 

• /6iJ.. v. " I. 25. 
, 16;d., V. 2. I. "-4 . 
• Authorities differ as to this poillt. 
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'by the recitation of its SastTa, the sacrificer come. doWD from 
the throne and attends to the chanting and recitation.1 

(C) (iii). Alvamttina. I~ i. agreed on aU hands in the :. 
Vedic texts that the performer of the Aivawudlra saailice Ell&tbility. 

should be a K,atriya king. The achievement of the poJitical 
object of assertiOll of power no dOllbt required thai he should 
be very powerful, but this requirement is nol expn:ssly men-
tioned in several of the aforesaid texts. The Satnpat4. 
Br4kma,!a dearly points out' Let him who holds royal sway 
perform Ihe horse-sacrifice ; for, verily. whosoever performs 
the horse-sacri6ce, without pos3tssing power, is pou~ (swept) 
away. .•. Were unfriendly men 10 get hold of the horse, his 
sacrifice would be cut in tWllin ',' and the waming thus eon· 
veyed is also found in Ihe Tllittiriya-Briil""a'!a.' The SiltT4 
of this work gives rather a vague definition of the eligibility by 
laying down lha.il can be cc:leb:raled bya siirl!a6lcallma (king 
ruling the whole land) as well as by an asiiTfJ461uUlma (king 
not rlliing the whole land): The rest of the B,ii/lma'!as and 
SfUras named in the following paragraph an: silent on any 
distinctive qualities other than what has heeD mentioned at the 
oubel. Prof, Egge1ing' elllcidates the point by remarking 
that the J¥=rfofmance of the sacrifice involved 81.sertion of 
political authority which was possible only for a monarch of 
undisputed supremacy able to face with confidence the risk 
of humiliation; for the en"trance of the sacrificial horse into 
a neighbouring territory implied a cha1iellge to its king. The 
necessity or havitlg a hundred royal pnnctl to guard fJIe horse 
while ranging about perhaps indicates the wide Political influ-
ence ofthe 5.icri6cer. 

Over and above the implied object of asserting political Objldli-eo. 
supremacy, various other objects were kept in vier- and bdicved 
to be achieved by the sacrifice. Wealth, strength, male pro-
geny, and rreedom from sins are prayed for in a bymn of the 
1M- V,da ' relating thereto. The eharacteristics of the sacrifice 
according to the T(littiriytJ-BrdJ",u~tfb ' as interpreted by 

• $. B,.., v. %.:1. • IMI/., x~. I . 6. 3. 
• TdiJliri}'d_8~ iii. 8. 9- 4-
• S. B. E .. E1iv. pp. xv, uvili. 
'/Ir.Yt., i. 1~. U • r.litlitJ}'IJo~m. 9- 190 
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SlyaJ;\3. are (I) the presence of all kinds of riches in the king
dom, (~) the c>ristenrx of all sorts of wclfare,{J) abundant food, 
(<4-) .abundance of yields from ~~le. (5) it! continuous flow of 
benefits, (6) its special1y abundant benefits, (7) its steadiness, 
(8} its glory, (9) its power to produce fame for the Brtlltmo'!tJs 
of the country. (10) its power to remove sins, and Ihe corre
sponding abili ty of every K lam,a in the kingdom to kill Ihe 
enemy, (II) its power to ensure long life, .and (12) to secure 
acqui~it ioo of property by the subjects and preservation 
thereof; according to the Salapaina, I fulfilment of all desiu5 
and attainment of all attainments, while il~ Suk-a l as well as 
that 3 of the l!c- Vrda mentions the former a lone. 

'l'bt Am._ The Aivamd/ttJ ocCllpies in fact one year and a fortnight, 
;;:~.~. but if regarrlnl notwithstanding as a JriJ1IIInf,' the last thre-e 
.' ..... 4. • days covering the essential rituals proper and the preceding 
.. 'cnn,",. period the prepara tiQlls. 
}''''p'.... Tbe preliminaries eommcnce either in summer or in spring, 
" ""'. but preferaqly in the latter season six or seven days before the 

full moon of P/tQ!CHlltl. The four chief priCSl~ meet together 
M ... of and eat a mess of rice prepared by one of them. The king and 
"c", four of his wiVe!! pass the night in the sacri~cial hall with self. 
Nij::ht 
", .. J. restrain t intending to reach su<:cessfully the end of !}le prepara. 

tory year. This is followed by the moming offering and 
Ohl . li ..... pu''!oltuti (full.offering) by the Adlt.vlU")'u and oblation~ to 

Agni (mouth of the sacrifice) and Pii~an (overlord of roads), 
the objects of which are the accomplishment of the sacrificcr's 
desires i nd the safety of the sacrificial horse vrhile roaming for 

;r.;nklio, a year to foJlow.6 The horse possC:!lsu,g supreme excellcocc 
_~~Ial and other prescribed qualities is tied up with a rope of darlJlta 
~_. grass twelve or thirtten cubits long with proper mantras and 

sprirtkled wi th water to make it acceptable to the gods; lI'hile 
the water ' is dripping from it, body, a rite is pcrfonncd fOf 

I $. B~., ,u;;. 4- I. I. I Klty6y,.-..Srtnll.,S{U,,., n.. I . 
• SlilkMya_.S~"ul"'S;U",., ,.vi. I. I • 

. , S. /J ... , JCi,L 4- I. I; p,.R&avf~,.,/J..u_1!4> XI;. 4: SIIIllAIIJ<lIf" 
S~~.SDf"", 1M. I. I. Cf. RIm., L 14- 40, aDd MEA., xiv. 88. 13. '1\ . 
which the sacri6ce i. metllione!l a. an Mi .... , i.e. belooa:ing to a claM.of 
aacrifi«. lbllll>!t for two to twelH day ... 

' .S.Br.,uii.4- I• 
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averting seizure of the hone by enemies during its year's AIN. 

journey. In thh rite a dog is put under thhotsc and killed,' = 
Thret: offerings are made \he next morning to SavitT Prua- Sn';" 

vitro Savitr Asavitf, iUld Savitr Satyapruava for speeding the oIrui.~ 
l'llcrifice, the fore-offerings attached thereto being succeeded 
by songs sung by a B,-al""a'!a to the accompani ltlent of a lute 
played by himself. These songs, like the bardic recitations. 
related the past liberalities of the king now celebrating the 
AJvaml!dlta, and the sacrifices performed by him. 

The horse is then brought to the grounds in front of the "ono: I., 
sacrificial hal l-and let loose among a hundred wom-out horses =~r. 
to be guarded by four hundred armed men, namely,a hundred ;::1 ; and 

princes clad in amlOur, it hllndred warriocs wi th swords, obotio ... 
it hundred sons of heralds and headmen with quivers and 
arrows, and a hundred sons of attendan15 and charioteers. The 
Adltvaryu with tlte sacrificer,just before letting it loose, whispen 
into its right ear certain mantra,{, in which the horse is lauded 
and entrusted to the care of the guardian deities of,the quarters 
and the four classes of human guardians of the four regions jUllt 

enumerated. The duties of tht!;t human guards are not only 
to protect the hone, but also to keep it away from waters 
suitable fqr bathing, and mares. It was believed that the 
successful accomplishment of these duties by the hundred 
princes for the prescribed period of a year made them kings, 
v;hile their failure in this respect deprived them of this bigh 
position and made them mere nobles 2nd peasants instead.~ 
A number of ~to*Iya and ,forty-nine Prakronta oblations 
(addressed to the different qualities of the horse) are th-en made 
in OTder to make up for the wear and tear that it, as an object 
of offering to the gods, will undergo before it is sacrjficed.~ 

The horse !Itt at large is to rOllm about in whichever direction R_iar 
it likes, without the slightest restraint being put upon its will ;to:: 
It is supposed that the oblationsofftred daily for a year at the 
~crificia1 hall operate as the chain that brings it back to the 
sacrificial grounds at the end oC its journey. These oblations 
are offered to the same il$ tbose already described, rv.me1y. to 
SavitT Prasavitr, Savitr Asavitr. and Savitr Satpprasava, 

I $,BI'. aiiL 1.:1. I INd. xii~ 4. l, • J~id., ~m, I.). 
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Savlir being here regard~ as the earth, th~ ~nd! of which 
the horse canDot crOS!l. Thc5e ri tuals are accompanied as 
formerlr with the songs of the lUJ:c:-player.1 

The Hdt!. after the oblations, b.lces hi, seat upon a cusbion 
wrought of gold threads, surrounded by the: ~ri6cer. the 
Braltman, the lfdgii/r. seated on similar cushions, and the 
AdkwT)'u on a gold stool or slab. Addressed by the: AdJwa~}lI, 

the Hotr tells the aOo'le listeners as well as some householders 
unlearned in the scriptures the first Pari/lava (revolving) 
legend about King Manu Vaivnvata, whO!(: subjecu were Men 
and during who,e Illle the fill formulas were 1m V,da. T hus 
5,1.ying the HtJtr goes over a hymn of the f!.k. On nine: suc
cessive QRYS the Hoff relates nine Jegends about (1) King Vama 
Vaivasvata wh~ subjects were the Fath~s, and the Yajm 
formulas the Veda; (2) King Varu!)a Aditya, whox peopk 
were GlZltdlltlrvas, and the Alharvolts the' V,d,, ; (3) King 
Soma Vai~~va , whose people were Alsaras, and the A;,giras 
the Vida; , (4) King Arbuda Kadraveya, who ruled over 
S"alm, Sarpa-vidyil (sdence of snakes) being the V,da; 
(5) King Kubera Vaiilrava!p., ruling O\'er the Raklas, the 
DNlajaNtl-'IJid)'ii (demonology) being the" Vd(l; (6) King 
Asib. Dhanva, lord of t he Amras, magic being~the Vtda; 
(7) King Matsya Simmada, having Waltr-dWlU"s as his 
subjccts, the l,illilsa being t he Vida; (8) King TArk~ya 
Vaipasyata, whose pwple afC the Birds, the Purii,!a bdng the 
Vida; (9) King Dharma Indra, IlIling oycr thc gods, the Saman 
(chant-t;xts) being the Vda. 

On each of these day. the additional listeners arc similar to 
or belong to the same cJassas the subjects of the various kings, 
namely, (I) householdCls unlearned in the scriptures as already 
pointed out, (2) old men, (J) handsome youths, (4) handwmc 
maidens, (s) make-charmers with snakes, (6) evil-doers such as 
robbers, (7) usurers, (8) fishermen with fish, (9) bird-catchers (or 
knowers of tbe science of birds) with birds, and (10) learned 
J,-otriyas (tbCQlogians) accepting 00 gifls. Likewise the Holf 
reads a hrrnn of the ~.f" Veda on the first day, a chapter ( __ ,,_ 
1Ii111') ofthe Yajw_ Vldaon the Itcond,a.ection {.Nf'tIotPll)ohbe 

• $.B,-., liii .... z. 6-17. 



CIf. 1r ltEIi"I<i:IOUS ASPECTS 

A1AIImI#, t+:e A.;giTas, the Srupa'f!id),4, the .Dnmja*-f1id)'ii ",.. 
on the third, fourth, fifth, and sixth repectivcly, perfCJr1Ja lOme ~':'). 
magic tJ"ick on the seventh, <leila: some lti"~a, and some 
Pwr4,!a on the eighth and ninth respectively, and repeals 
a decade of the SiiMa,. on the tenth. I 

Lute.ph.yers sing of the sacrificer every llay, associated with 
the righteous kings of yore, jUlt after these rites. The ten days 
on which the ten legends are related form a cycle.whieh i. 
repealed thirty.six times during the year the horse is abroad. 
Each of the different gods or mythic penonages is regarded 
as king on each successive day, with the .peeial daM of being5 
at hit ,ubjects and the particulu texts I IS the Vtda. 

The telling ol these legend., QYS the; ~#Iapatha, c:overs 
'all royaltieA, all regions. all Vldas, all gods, all being5; and, 
verily. for whomsoever the Hotr, knowin!: this, te ll! this 
revolving legend, or who:;oever evcr knows this, attain, to 
fellowthip and communion with these royalties, gains the 
toVerei~ rule and lordship over all people, ,et~S for himself 
all the lil ias, and, by gntifying the gods, finally establishes 
himself on all beings.' ~ 

The D"rli oblations made, like those to StUlitT, at the mrti 
uc:rificia~ hall every evening for a year, art believed tt. give the oblaliolla. 
u.crificial horse aafe-dw~lIing$ at niehl.' 

Having noticed the rituals connected ..... ith the roaming of 
the horse and the belief in their eontJ"ol and benign influence 
upon th~ animal as well as Ihe benefiu acc:ruing to the u.crifictt 
and othen, let.us tum to tile practical complemC!j,t of thc.c: 
rituals. The horse is let IQOI;e in the company of a hundred 
other bor&e$, and though there i. a jlWHlal pnltibition IIJ ;~I 
Tls/raint Upon tltl wiil IJj tlu jorltln' as regards the course of 
its roaming, tlu IntllT can IN freely ",anagld. This may have 
been a good eXpedient for keeping the sacrificial horse: within 

• S. R, .• xiii. 4. ~ 1_1 .. 
• • Rtiardm, tbe form aDd IlAtu~of 101M d the .peci6ed tau luch ... 

the ~itl}'4, Dn..}tItuntUi)'4. Anm,wirt, -e tully bow DO:J:t .0 
IKIthltlr·· · • £.tfI ffPrd.iDg J"i.u41 anel""'.., •.• lddltiODal ~. 
ledce WOIIId by JIG IIlQDS lit uo.-elcome. ••• The leiend. ",lateel would 
_ to hne beta, .. a Nlc,oltbe.ilnp!.atpoaibiecleKriptioc..' ~, ' 
S. 8. E., ali •• 1'9-:£ai, ~i. 

• s.ar.,Ui. .. loiS- '1NI.,:&ii~ 1 ... 30 
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desirable bouBds and giving the intended turns to its course,' 
The guards watching it have to spend every night at the 
dwelling of a carpenter all aloog p.eir journey. This injunc
tion may be ~iJy p!"llctiscd 50 long as they do not cross the 
limits of the sacrifictr's domain, out may present difficu1ties in 
foreign territo; ies! . 

Not merely the entrance of the horse upon a foreign 
territory. is a challenge to its sove~gn, but also the mere 
release of the horse is a challenge to anyone: that ventures 10 
capture it and frustrate the object of Ihe sacrificer b)' defeating 
him and his people in the: fights that C!lIlU/!. But! as it is not 
practicable, as a ruk, lor any of the sacrificcr's subjects to take 
upon himself the risk and its fatal results, or fur a rival king to 
use his forces suCt"I'$'iful1y within the sacrificcr's territory. the 
horse is practically secure so long as it does not go beyond its 
limits; TJeVttthclcs:J the ,nere release ' of the korst is as much 
a challenge as its ~euing foot upon a foreign soil. In view of 
the restraint ~ut in practice upon the ra-mings of the ste~d, 
its course was perhaps made to suit the particular .purposes 
with which lIIe horse-sacrifice was ~rformed on particular 
occasions.. I f the obtainment of children w{:re the obje<:t, it 
was not nccc.o;sary to allow it to enter a foreign tcrritqry, where 
needleliS carnage might be the consequence, Dail.iratha', 
ho~e-'lacrifice ' for the abQve purpose is described in the 
Ramaya'!a with so lin le emphasis upon the wanderings of the 
horse that it might well be taken as lending colour to the above 
inference., When the assertion of sovereign a~,thority was in 
view, the wanderings were made to assume a different charac_ 
ter, The sacred animal had to pass through those States upon 
which the sacrificer's 5u~erainty was intended !O be assened, 
for its roamings within a limited area round the sacrificial 
grounds could not have achieved the dQired ends. Should the 

, ID the description of Yudhi.thira', ,/{i'wIndlt.,tbc horse i. c.a!kd 
k1Ina.cara (i'f, roamer at .. in-MR.!:. :<iv. 8). 2) but the p/l'vion J1UlJ. 
u..,. ,he CAu .... t;ve verb ~4r.,A"'4.t,. (caused " ID proeeed), .. hich may sho .. 
thai, ,he inj ~DClion or non--ratraiot WiU 1>01 literally fD\lowd • 

• S, Or" xiii, ... 2, 11, and EW1ing, S. R,E., IlIv, p, 1ll. 
, • TIlf deta ils oflbc Ah'lI"'od/I" in the l~'e S:l.Il5.knl ..... rk (11/, /""RiIIl.' 

RAilrd/1J speak of a Writtell dIallenge put upml the head 01 Lhe horse • 
• R4IR~ i. I ... 
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practkal direction of the rangings af the steed be admitted, A ..... · 

as it should be, though from the orthodox point of view it was~, 
either ignored or not believ&d and attributed to the influence 
of the..ritual , we get a due tothe solution of the question as to 
how the horse could be managed while' wandering at will', 
and made to retum to the ~crificial hall neitht'r a day sooner 
nor a day later than the prescribed period. Had the steed 
~t free by Yudhi~hira for his Aivamedlla been pemlitted to 
stray within a few miles of Indr.aprastha, the jotention of having 
the formal submission of the numbers of princes upon whom 
the imperial-sway was sought to be yoked would have been 
rendered nugatory. It was looked upon as a cowardice and 
a sien of submission on the part of a king Iiot to take up the 
challenge implied in the progress of the hor~ through his 
State, and tho.~ kings Ihllt captured the hoTSe to keep off the 
~'tain upon th~ bravery paid for it dearly. The king of 
Mapipura, the capital of Kaliilga, was put to shame by Arjuna 
for nOI opposing him like a true K [airiya.1 Tbus the horse
sacrificc~, when performed for assertion of political power, 
evoked bloody opposition, and pro\'ed 10 be a prolific source 
of unrest to the omany kingdoms that had to draw the lIWOrd 

in order to preserve their independence. 
Just after a year from the release oC Ihe horse is he ld the Di~.(4. 

ioitiation (Di!t!ii) oflhe sacri6cc:r. The object of this rilual is 
the same as that of the ApI~.loma already dealt wilh. The 
ceremony last9 for seven days, of which the first $ix are spent in 
Ihe daily offeri'llg of four AJlMgra6lla'1as (elevatoryl.and three 
Vaitvadliltl oblations for the upholding of the AJvamrdha, 
The lJi#a'}iyfS/i of the A,rmil()11IQ is performed on the sevenlh 
day with an increase in the number of the afore$aid daily 
offerings, which are Collowed by one or Iwo rilCil of the Agni_ 
fft;11Ia. Arta Ibis, 90me mantras are uttered praying for the 
birth of Brtiltma,!tlS with spiritual lustre ; for K lalriyas, heroic, 
skilled in archery, mighty, ear_fightets,and good.hots; for wdl· 
ravoured women, vielorious warriors, blitheful youths; foa
milch cOws, draught oxen, Iwift racers, 2nd rai. whenever 
wanted; and for an heroic SOD to be born to the saaificer,l In 

, MBA .. xiv. 7~1. • $. Br., xiii. t.7""90 
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the evening the lute-playcrz, whose work tontimu:d for a whole 
year and teased just before the commencement of the JJiqa 
ceremony, are again called Ii!»" til sing of the sacrifiC'C:T along 
with the gods in order that he might share the same world 
with the gods. These wngs are repeated on the three upalad 
days of the AK*if.!IJlIla of which this lJllqii i:; the beginning 
and also on the succeeding days up to the end of the sacrifice. 
On each of the tbree upMad dayt, forming, as it does, a part 
of the Aiv",ndlta, animal victims are offered, the third day 
having a larger number of victims than is usual in the 
Arn#.UJma.1 

·1'1 ... tS...... The upaUJd days are succeeded by thc thrtt days that make 
<1_1_ the AJvamdlta a triduum. The rituals of the first are identical 

with those of the last day of the Agnill_ except for the 
manner of chanting hymns, number of victims quieted, and 
food·oblations (Amta.!t()fItas). 

Sccmd Thr seoond Soma.day is the most important in view or 
..... _-d.y. • S the ceremonil'!I it involves. Like the precedmg ()ma.day 

modelled on the last day of the ordinary Agnif.l6ma, this 
Soma.day is a modification of the last day of the ordinary 
{!lultya, [0 which the following are the addit~ons :-When the 
Balt4pavamima S tolra i~ chanted, the sacrifidal. horse i~ 

taken 10 the place of chanting. Its sniffing or tuming on the 
occasion is interpreted as a tohn that the S<lcrifice has been 
511CcessfllL2 The Holr then sings the merits of the horse, 
which is yoked to a chariot along with three other horses. 
The 5acr i~dal horse is identified with the SUIl-a conception 
to which the roaming of the horse' for a year was but a 
corollary corresponding to the annual Ct)urse of the SUD.. The 
present harnessing of the animal to the chariot is meant to 
put the sacrificer in the leading of the Sun, i.e. the horse for 
the gaining of the beOl\'enly world. The animal i5 anointed 
and decorated by the wives of the sacrificer, after which the 
horses are driven to an <ldja.cent pond where certain HIilnlTiu 
are utlered by the sacrificer. After their return to the sacri· 
ficial groIlI!ld, a theologi~ colloquy is held between the 

1 S. B, .. zii;. + 4. a-4. Ind S. B.E., .Ii •. 37~, n.l. 
I 11Iid.., 11m.,. 1 and ziii. 5. I. 16. 
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B"JImtlPl and the H/Jlr sitt ing fa~e 10 rac~ with the central An.
sacrificial sta.ke in th~ middle. to imbue the sacriticer with (,~~. 
fiery spirit a.nd spirituallustk' 

The numocr of animal victims in this sacrifice is very large. VlCtH'''. 

Two duscs of these should be distillg\lished,,namcly, those 
that arc killed and those that are symbolically sacrific¢ by 
fire being taken round them, the former numbering 349 and the 
latter :z60.1 Thesa.crificial horse with si xteen other animals i. 
tied to the central stake while to the differcnt part$of the body 
of the horse \re leashed lwtlwsimilarvictims called PtII'J'angas 
(circum-corporal). In each of the twenty interspaces betw~n 
the stakes is pla~ed a set of thirteen wiJd victims. The 
Sacrificial horse is compared to a chieftain, the Parratigas to 
heralds and hcadmen, and the olher Viclim$ to the peasantry. 
The tying of th~ ParJ'atigas to the different parts of the body 
of the horse serves to make the heralds and headmen sub
servient to the chieft:zin or t he sacrificer. The killing' of the 
staked aqjmals was believed to exert beneficent ~nfluences on 
the means of communication, demarcation of vi!lages, and the 
attempt to ward off bears, tigers, thieves, murderel"ll, and 
robbers, even in' the forest, but t he slaughter of the wild 
victims would have produced the opposite results. But as the 
sacrifice could not be complete without the slaughter, symbolic 
slaying was resorted to as the via fflJ!dia. 

The staked victims included domestic animals of various 
descriptions, vi;. horse, goat, .sheep, antelope, cow, and such. 
like, while those in the interspaces might well be saitl to have 
ranged (rom the bige:est born of earth to the tiniest worm that 
crept the ground, from the tawny lion, scaly crocodile, and 
treacheroull serpent of sinuous trace to the soft-cooing dove 
and liveried peacock', from the dwellllrS of the d~p or burrows 
10 the rangers of the denscst ro~s or the highest hill-tops. 
The sacrificial ground il$umcd at this time the appearance of 

• J~iti,:ri!i. 2. 6 and . iii. S. I. 16-17. 
I The V4j~-S4lfllu't4,:aiv,!WIleII tbe various goda taowhom thUl! 
~ victims a~ dedicaled. 

Slaughtuing-Imivu 0{ Ib~ dilf~at metals-Raid,coppa' ,and iron
.. en: used to kiD tbe bone, tho J4rJ'.AK1U, ud tbe olbcr staked victims 
~;vely. 
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a well·stocked mepagerie that could have regaled the eyes of 
a zoologist or an ornithologistl AI all these creatures: some 
of which were rare or difficult to ~ntrap, had to be preserval 
ali\'e, a good deal of care and money must have been spent for 
the pUrpose.l. The sacrificial horllt: and other animals ;He 
5prinkled with water with the utterance of appropriate 
formulas. The Adkrigu litany addressed to the 5Iaughte~n; 
is recited by the Holr and a cloth and a big upper cloth with 
a piece of gold on them are spread on the ground under the 
horse for slaying it thereon. Three oblations ar~ made at the 
time of quieting,' after which 't he wives of the .acoficer tum 
round the horse nine times and ran it, the object being to make 
amend. for Ih", slaughter and put nine vital airs into them· 
selves. Next follows a ceremony in which the four wives of 
the sacrificer, a damsel, and the principal PSiests take part. 
The- sacrificial horse is looked upon as Prajapati, the lord of 
creatures, and the place where it is lying as heaven. The 
object of the 'ceremony is to bestow fertility on the SClcrificer'~ 
principal wife, who tilkes the chief part on the occasion.' 
Prof, Eggeling t says that this WilS eVidently a primitive custom 
that had nothing to do ~ilh Vedic religion a~d was distasteful 
to the author of the ertikmaIJa, as evinced both by the brief way 
ill which it has been referred to, and by the symboJic explana. 
tion! attached to the formulas and ooUoquies; but it was too 
lirmlycstablished in popular practice to be excluded from the 
sacrifice. Decorum docs not permit me to give.here its detai l!, 
which m4y be gathered from the references noted bclow.~ 

Knife.paths (asi.patlla) arc then prepared by the wives of 
the 5a(Tilicer by means of needles of gold, silver. and copper. 
They are intended to serve the sacrificer as bridges to the 
heavenly world and 5e(;o,e for him people and royal power, 
the needles standing for the people and the Aivatmdha 
sacrifice itself the royal power.' 

• See V4jaJm"J'i·S .. ~"i/~, uiv. 2<>-~o. 
I Tht ,laqbtcrinr I1f the otber allimrJ, boulld to the lacrifi<:i..] 'taJ,;e~ 

tRku. place nat. 
• S.Br .. xiii. 7. 1 and 8. ..... . ' S.B.E. xli>". J1ZII. 
• I(tIjtuaJlq;·S .. ~il4, niii . • 3-17; S.iW., xiii. ,. 8.00 Xlii. 7. 9-
• S.B,.., I<lti. 2. '0. 
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The priests repair to the Satias, where ~y take their seats A""'· 
and enter into a theological ,colloquy of which only four ~~.t 
questions are alike<! and ans\>c:rcd at this place. It i! resumed Th<o
in front of the Ha'll;rdltlina shed, where the priests remove and Io!!i<.t 

•• ~ll<>quy. 
adds the sacnficer to their tOmpally. Hen: tpc: rest of the 
questions, five in number, are asked and answered.1 

After the drawing and offering of the tirst Maltima" (great- MdiJI,,,,, 

ness) cup to Prajtipati by the Adltvary·u in t he: Havirdklina ~~~~ 
shed for conferring greatncM upon the sacrificer, the cooked IlIId 11' • ...,. 
omentum an~ gr.lvy oblation$ are made to the deities in an <>lima" . 
order about which there arc differences of ol?inion. They are 
favoured by the offering of the second Malliman cup to 
Prajapati.~ . 

Arnone: the additions to the rituals of t he Uktllyn sacrifice OIh.r 
performed on t hls most important day of the AJ-.Janudlto., none obLa .. o .... 

other worthy of note are left to be mentioned than the large 
numbers of oblations such as the three seu of AralJye-'lIUqa, 
two to Dpth, six called lhtipadii and the Svi!!J/:rt.1 

The rituals of the last day of the AivamtdJuz are the same L .. ,o3oy 

a~ tho.o;e of the last day of an Atiriitra sacrifice except the ~;!~ 
larger number (about twenty-four) or bovine victims,' and """;" ... 
a few add:tions to the concluding rituals such as the oblat ion 
offered on the head of a deformed person during the purifi-
catory bath of the sacrificer, preparation of the twelve messes 
of rice for the priests, gifts to the rlvii!s, and seizure of twenty-
one barren cows. 5 • 

The sacrifice ·practically comes to a close with the-perform
ance of the rituals of this day, but as a supplement 5ix animal 
vict ims are offered by the sacrificc:r to each of the six seasons 
during the next year.' 

I J~itl., ~iii.· S. 2. II-n. To g;~.n idea of the di~logues, I pIIt below 
t ... o '1~e"ions and ans_Iers: QlUm"oK. 'Who is il tbat .. ·.tketh linily l' 
A_r. 'Siirya (Ihe , un) walkdb singly.' Qwstilnf. 'Whose liKnt il 
lhe,.., e'lwJ 1.0 the suo!' A"nwr.' The lI",hmao is the light equ~1 to the 
I~n: $<!eS.nr.,xiii. s.a.12,13-

• fbid, llil.. S.:L 2) ~od ,. J. 1-7' • Ibid., .iii.~. 4-5 and 6. 1-4' 
, I~id., Jiii. 3. 2. 3 <Uld ~. 3- II. J ba~ l.fl (lUI 0( acc.unt iD my 

deoc"pti"n. as'" rule t~.e manyJlUt.u IUId UqUtu with their varied tUDes 
and ~rn.ng~menlt • 

• 16i"., liii. 3.6. S IIId 7, aDd l<iii. S· of. 24-1. 
, Ibid., ,,"iii. S. 4. 28. 
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~(C) (iv) (a). PrltlupalismJa. The objectives for the 
performance of the sacrifi~ ,are :_(1) The tnstaUation of 
a qualified Br4krM'I!IJ to the office of the royal priest} 
(~) The formal deda~tion or the supremacy of a Brii!t1llll1!(J 
who is regard¢ as fit ror such a. position by the kings and 
Bra!t.ma,!as.! (3) The acquisition of strength and spiritual 
lustre by a B,..a/!mal!a. 3 (4) The attainment of prosperity by 
a VaiJ'}'a according to one of the SrtJItl(J·SfdrtJS.· (5) The 
installation of a Sthapati (Governor of a district) & to his 
office.' 

In some of the texU, as already pointed out, the VajIJptya 
is ment ioned as an adjunct to the Erliaspatisava,T the Sata
j(lf""~ merging the latter in the former. The Siam" of the 
Sa/opalha does not follow the BriJhma'!a in th is respect, 
prescribing that the Brhaspatuava is performed a fortnigh t 
before and after the ViJja'l'}'a. 

The BrhaspaJisQ".JO. , at usual, lasts only for a day, its prin. 
cipal ritual bCing the sprinkling of the performer \I.·jth rhu 
(a symbol of strength) while seated on the skin of a black 
antelopt.lo • 

(6) The Pr(histWll takes its name from its first performer, 
Prthi, son of Vena. The object achieved by th.if s~a is the 
attainment or supremacy upon all beings, including mm. A 
few rites of the Rajasu,a compose this sacrificc.u 

(&) The cclebration of the RlJrj.)'ajfia 12 was intended 10 

, TailtiYf,II-B"""_"a, iL 1. t. 2 ; P .. ;;"""i~ .. ·Bnt"",~a, ""ii. II. 
04 and }. 

1 U{ydYIllf4oSrf'ultt-SUJra, viii. 7. 4. 
1 Sp;'i:4~y_Sraula.Siitra, 1<v . .. I arul. ,. 
• Aputam"".Srada.Sfilrn, ""i~ ~S. I. . ~ ' 
• Accordiog 10 MOlliu Williams' S_~glw. DkJi8wary j cf. 

V.I .. Ii. 436. ... : 1~; 
• PIJ.;;cavitld .. ·Bnt4n1iJ'!<l, xvii. II. Ii; .1~.Srall( .. -S;lIra, :nii. 

7. 6. The }Jr6/fJIf .... ,. calls it SJ/oa~ in view of its particular 
pUrpc?So: on the O(c';ion. .-,1 . 

1 SWlt4yafl4-Srllllta-SRtriJ., XV . .. I; Awa/6YIIIIII·Sr.,IlI.$U/ra, n. 
9· I . 

o Salttpd/lll.Br6h .. II'!". v. ~_ I . 19-
, • K4/rIy_S ... ",.SfUr4, xiv. <l

• T"{llirfya-BraA,,,QI}<l, ii. 7. I. 4-
II Hid., ii. 1. 5, 1l'itb Si~'1 commentary. 
If PaMllfli'!'iIl-BrrI4_1I'!", ~iJt.1. 1-4-
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restore I a deposed king to hi. kingdom, Of proaire tit; Jil.{opjk 

allqialft:c of the refractory subjects to a reiining kiDg. Tbe (, .. I.). 
noteworthy ritual of this cert:mony is the AMi/f ila, in which 
the cdebrant is ~urrouDded by the eight Vlras and .prinkled, 
the Vi,1U being (I) king'. brother, (2) king's son, (3) royal 
priest, r.d queen, (5) SiUa (charioker), (6) Grti~ (village 
headman). (7) Klatt!' (gate.keeper accordiog to ~y~).~d 
(8) Sa,!,p'ahitr (collector.general). 

(C) (v). RtiJ)'tiblti/tU' (coronation). The Nlti""'YMHa,teorOOla. 
a late Sanskrit work, gives details of the ceremony, according UOIl. 
to the GopalM.Briihma'}a of the Atltarva-VtfJa, as also 
particulars not dependent on its authority. The existence of 
the coronation can be 'raced much earlier than the Gopatlta
BraJrmal!4. The Tai(lirf),a·Bralrma1f4 S gives its details as 
an independent performance in three s«:tioIl!l which are 
separate from Ih~e devoted to the Riijasuya. Wilson and 
Goldstiicker observe that' the rites of the AMi/tlla, which is 
not part of a Rr1jasfiya sacrifice, but a ceremony ptrrormed at 
J. king's a~c:!Ision to the throne, are similar to, but not idcntiCJ.I 
with, those of the pfmaral!ltifrka; th<lY al"<l founckd on the 
proceedings which· took pbee when Indra WJ.S eonllecra.led 
by the gods ;as thei r supreme ruler, and which forms the sub· 
ject of the thirty-eighth chapter of the Ailtuqa-BrM1MIJa '.! 
If the Taittiri),Q.Briihma1}Q be older than the AilaT&fa, J.$ 

Prof. Macdonell ~ suggests, then the similarity between the 

... o 
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c",._ 'AM4tu and tbePII"arabAitrka Qnaot be takeft as indica~~ 
lin (_.}. of the derivatioo' of the 001: {rom the othu. The ·MAi/ti. 

appears therefore to have 'Oeco an indepeadeot afemdn)'i 

eJ[istini side by s.ide with the .RdjasiJytJ. The Abhiltb as 
debiled in. tbe TttitlirlJtJ.Brdl""alJ4 begi:lu with seven 

H_6. 1fIIl"tras to be uttered by the priest for perform.ing II. HImI" 
befOTe: the ritual or sprinkling t akes place. The first 'lUlfIlra 

speaka of the prince's re-birth as the son of the rtvilu (PCri. 
ficial pritsb), with his vigour irnmer\S(ly increased by his 
aymbolic entrance joto the HQma fire and exit therefrom, and 
wishes him capability to ktcp his wbjccts frotil sinful ways, 
The second wishes him an extended kingdom, astout physique 
[or its efficient adminiltration, and II. good supply of cattle for 
the performance of the sacrifices. The th ird wishes him tn be 
the guide of men, and wants him to solemnly say that he· 
would protect the good and punish tpc wi&ed. The fourth 
and fifth invoke blessing on him for prosperity. while tbe 
aixth and u'o'enth (or the glorification of the castes by hi. 
power, the prosperity of his Sllbjects, and the extension of 
Prajiipati's protection to him. 

In these MaNtras, two points arc noteworthy: (i) The 
belief of the prince's rl_bird, tu flu so,. ()/ tIu. s~jjkia/ 
PUfts j which appears akin 10 the rt-birth of the twice-bora 
,by the upil1lIlJ'(IIUl SiCf1I;ment for their ioitiatioQ into the study 
of the Vedas. The prince as it were becontcs a totally 
different being. with his (acultica and physical vigour reneweu 
and in~eascd (or the diOKharge or the nell' dutiea that the 
ulUII1ption of kingly office will devolve upon him. Such 
a belief perhaps made the performance of the coronation 
ceremony an Imperative necessity to every 'Prince; (~, other
wise, in the estimation of the people, the prince 'lrill IIand bare 
of tbe • kingly fitness' which be omits 10 formally bemow 
upon himteJf by the cercm~ Ukl £or which no IUlunl 
capabi~Ues of tile priG~, however great. could perhaps be an' 
adequate .vbstitlJtc. After the death of a king or after his 
rcWemCClt, some time mUll have elapsed berate tbccorooatiQA 

opposi/e vie .. i5 caUa .:z:.:~ BelTiecWe KeitJt. TtliJJiIJ~ S..."AJa. 
pe.~ii'-; ,~ , _'P.451£. ' 
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rituals could be perionned by his IUCceuor; and hence. the c.._ 
questloit D~Ul'I.lly IUggests ltIelf whether the I&tter coaId 1V .. (f'MI.). 

ex.ercUe the ngbts and duties 4fa (ull.fledgcd.king immediatdy 
after the end of the previoWl regime without forma1ly go;.g 
through the ceremony. In the case of the initi,ttion sacra-
ment, the uninitiated boy had no rigbt to the acqnl.!litioo of 
sacred lore before hi: went through the lleCessuy rite; but not 
ao, perha~, in the cue of the coronation ceremony, as will 
appear from evidence later on. (Ii) The soledl!l a!lSeJ"tkln by 
the prince, wh.lch kooks very mudllike the con»IQlUm HIli, td 
protect the g60d and punish the wicked, tha~ is to say, the 
paramount duties Of the protection of life and 'property or hit 
subjectl and an impartial administration of justice. 

After the performance of the HOff/a, a tiger-skin is spread, SpIrIktislr. 
with the mtmJra 'Thou art the sky, thou art the earth " and the 
prince is seated ~reon. The priests bless hilD saying, 'May 
you be unconquerable, may the various quarters protect you, 
may your subjects be loyal, and may the kingdo~ never slip 
away from ·your rule', and Iprinlde him with water in which 
barley and t!UrtJd grass have ~n steeped-the riitW. being , 
ac<:ompanied with &Iessings. 

The print'l!: is tben uired to repair to aod ascend a chariot' Atcendlng 

standing before the Alwvam,a fire of the sacrificial ground- w. 
where the ceremony is taking place, appropriate benedictory 
formulas (some of which are repetiliotu of those used ira the 
s~nkling ceremony) being uttered dUfi'l:' the time. The 
object or this asttn.ioo of the car appears from the last formula 
addres5Cd to the chariot to be a symbolic e){pK$ion of the 
desire that the prince might adUeve SIIC>CeStc in his rule. The 
kin'g next p~ t~ royal priC5t to help him by 11 faithful diJ. 
charge of his duties that terVe to keep the realm free from 
danger, and corrtribute to ita well-heinl:'. He then asks the 
charioteer 10 $t 011 the ~r and bold the reins. The king then 
reeitel to 'the dl'ett, 'May I nC'lCf heu within my dominion 
the sound ClliOwt of my enemies coveting my lcingd~ may, 
that h .rsh .num cbante into a N«t DOe by makiD2 tile 
hostile army Irbdly". , 

The Br6J"ir4IfIU as ftll a& U!e king".t £rleods and reliltioAe~. 
O. 
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Cm~' embrace him, a~er which his body is smea~ with ullgllents. 
, ..... (,"".). At Ihis time, the king has to look towards the sun -and the 

royal priest addresses him thuJ~ • May this king be lust rous 
like the noonday sun j may my blessings be likewise powerful 
in their c/fects; may you (klng),-glorious sun. attain pros
perity by my blessings; may my words be in a special degree 
discriminatory of right and wrong; may my blessings be firm 
in their efficaty; may the rivers (in the 'kingdom) be (ull , 
clouds rain in time, and .crops fructify; may the king be the 
lord of a rich country veritably Bowing ytith milk and 
I,l.oney.' 

10 CU ....... • 
11O!1111 tlM= 
.Epics. 

After oblations to the fire intended for tlie lusil,s, i. e. Agni, 
Vayu. lint! Silrya, the king is asked to sit on a throne of udum
iJarIJwood, whenthePuroAira says,'Oking,subdue your enemies 
complelely. Now thai I have fini.bed the ~ecration bear. 
ing the t~'o names of Vanni I and upa," pay fees to the 
PIINlltita. May you attain long li fe and be freed from Varu~'s 
snares '. Then the prie!ltshaves the kings head wilb a mantra, 
which indicates that it is an imitation of what Prajapati had 
done for Soma and Varu~a. The hair is collected on a tuft of 
111i(l grass, serving thereby to preserve tte king's strength.s 

The king it then :onointed with a mixture of milk and glm 
with the same object in view, with a formula which a~ks the 
Aiivins to have the king's beauty devoted entirely 10 the 
quttllli. 

The Ramay(l"a and the MalIaMarat" speak of a few com· 
natiolUoof princes: the former mention$ thrn:e of (I) SugrLva} 
(!l) \'ibhiplUl,' (3) Rima: (4) Kusa and Lava,' (s) AiJgada and 
Candraketu,' (6) Satrughl)!\'s sons Subihu and Satrugh:itin,1 
and the latter those of (I) Janamejaya,l~ (2) Vicitravirya,i1 
(3) P'UIU,II k) Y.udhiiithira,II(.5) Sarabha, son of Siliupila,1I and 

'& ' Called 'Vdi;lfl braUst tbe ceremoay il belie><ed to brin!!: the 
lubjects .... def1ln.. kitog'l colltrol, aDd Uri beca_ it Ufectlthe IUbJup, 

'i<':' :.i~~belief Is lIoticed in. amoaiOD .. itb tbe hJIIV~lIlya ritua.l 
of the R'~Iri)'4. 

• R .... , i •. :6. • );;/'1 ~ IU 
• INd., vt II&, and Yii. 63, '!It ' U,'d. , Yi, 1<>7. 
• 16itt., 108. .. MBA., j , «- " 16iti., 10/ • 

... 16itI" 85. .. 11id.,:lii. "a. .. 1ft&., i~ "50 



CH.IX RELIGIOUS ASPECTS '" (6) Parik~it} Full ritual details are given' nowbere in thl c .. ~"... 
epics. 'l"he common features of the rituals, So far as we C<ln 1iI~ ( ....... ). 
gather them from their fri!plentary descriptions in the first· 
named epic. are tbe collection of waters from seas and rivers in 
gold pitchers, the sprinkling of them on the prince seated on 
a throne, thlt crowning, and the prince's gifts to· Brihma!las, 
whi le their di.oltinguishing features are (I) the perfonnance of 
a Homa (in Sugriva's coronation), (2) presents offered by the 
~ubjects to the prince (e. g. in Vibhj~aJ:Ia's coronation), 
(3) presents offered by the prince (as in Rima's coronation), 
(of) a differend as to persons who sprinkle water,and (5) a dif· 
ference as to t hose who put t he erown on his head. 

The Ma!t4blt4rata furnishes some details of the ceremony \ 'odbi>!,. 

of only onc prinCl:, Yudhb)lhira, who sat on a \hrone made of ~',~. 
gold surrounded by others seated. likewise. T o begin with,hc non. 
touched white ftolers, auspicious symbols (~vastikas), unhusked 
baTley-corns, earth, gold, silver, and jev.·els. Auspicious articles, 
such as earth, gold, gems, and other things neceJSary for the 
coronation- were brought by the subjects, who came there 
headed by t he priest. Jars made of gold, udumbara wood, 
silver, and earth, ar.J full of water, as well as flowers, fried rice, 
kula grass,-oow's milk, sami, pippala and/afilia wood, honey, 
glut, ladles of wiNm6aril wood, and conches decked with gold 
were there for the ceremony. The royal priest, Dhaumya, 
made an altar sloping north and east and marked with the 
uecessary signs. The prince with his cansort DraupadJ wu 
thenscated upon ..... 6rm alldeffulgent stool cal1cdsan;atqJJlttuira t 

covered with tiger.skin, and Dhaumya poured libatians of 
flut upon fire with appropriate mantras. Kr!~a poured water 
from a sanctified conch upon the prince's head, as also Dhrta-
r~tra and the subjects. The presents brought by the people 
were form ally accepted by Yudhiithira, who in t urn honoured 
them with presents in profusion and gave a thousand nijkas to 
the Br~1J(U who uttered benedictions for his weUare. 

Most of the {eatllrn of the coronatioD as found in the epics 

I 16itl., .uii. I . 
• Cf. YlIlti-tMpe.tlVll (ediJecl by PaJ}4i! hnr Clllldra ~trf), Umia· 

y.1saDoddda, p. 56, ilk. -40.1. 
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r._ "bavc been reproduced iD the AZtri,PlITti'!4' wtlich, u usual 
~(-·}.with the Pllr4~;adds to them new rituals making tacwbole 
Ii"""::;. ~remony much morc c1abota~ The main divj.lons of the 
~~ ceremony may be marked out into (1) AilllJri Si"ti on a day 
N"ia • prt;vious to that of A6/tip1t... (2) (On the AMj~lta day) 
di.ioi_. (a) Perfonlll.J1a: d H(11IUJ j (6) symbolic bathing (I. e. touch-

ing the priace'. body with emil brought from VariOUII pW;es
mrlljltii-nMi./l) i (e) Iprinkling of liquid~ 011 the prince by 
!JIinisters; (d) sprinkling of liquid! by JM;-Vedic and Sarna
Vedic BNIl",a1!as, and the royal prie51: j (t) sprinkling Or 
water through a pitcher (perforated with a hunllred holes) by 
the TOy;U priest; (f) rites by the Yiljur-Vcdic and Albarva
Vedic S,,4Jl1na/fl1sj (g) seeing auspiciou.. things; (A) crowning j 

(,) pre.enlation of officials to the prince j V) payment of fees 
to Brtilt"'47J4s and coronation feast; (ot) royal pl"()('.ellsion 
through the metropolis; (I) return of the \>rocession to the 
royal palace and gifts to the people. 

If the rciping king instals his sua:essor on the throne jUllt 
berore his retirenlent, he tNy have the AM#tk .. "performcd 
under his auspices on a day prescribed a5 appropriate for the 
purpose. H, ho~, h~ dies without performing this ceremony 
for his successor, the Agn;·P"n"a' allows for the lu.tter a pro
visional AM#tJ:n which tan be celebratcO irrcapcctive of the 
auspicious or inauspicious nature or the day on which it is held. 
The reason for such a provision is ohvioW!: the formal vesting 
of regal powers in the prince in order to enable him to discharge 
kingly 4uties cannot be long postponed; (Of such postpone
ment lIlay lead to dlfficultiCil. The rituals of the ceremony ue 
succiactly mentioned a5 symbolic bathing of the prince with 
aesamum and white mustard at which the ro)'al priest and the 
a.stroJogef officiate; the hailing of the prince with the ay of 
victory, after which he sib 00 a 6had,.iUa~, prod.Un! safety 
(or hit subjects, and 4.yder to hi~ offioen (OJ releaq 
prisoners. The cor " whether perfonned u:adcr the 

' ·V 

, . "''''-'''~'''''' • TIie Apfi·p"nJ cavill. devotes 'iV. 5 .ud 6 10 111(. proviaioeal 
AM#,J.,andlhe ,~"¥oltbepuup",,",, .... ily".~ 
\IAluI licbl be foc1lIIe4 011 It froAI ather wwu. IUCb. ... cbo V4P
~ii.I8. " 
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sapervision of the retiring kq: or, in the cue I'If hi. 'deatbi c_ 
aiter Ute pralfisional coronation, has to be bdd on aD auspiciou. m(_.). 

day which Is tixed"in accordabce-with recommendatiolll of the 
tau I 1m the subject.. 

The details of the aforesaid main divisioTlll arc:-The ~· ,u,.J,; 
PIII'tf1!a does not furnish tbe ritual of the Aj"dri.sil,,/i whic::h, J4",,'. 
however, are given in later works like the NltimayKk.b.·.which 
may be summarized tbus: Aller the formal declaratioD of the 
kings intention to perform the SrI"H, the offidating priests arc 
f~rmally entrusted with these duties:- A Viii; (altar) is con
!ttructed and tlpon it a Malttfwdi (great altar) on which three 
linti are drawn on sand, a cavity is made and refilled witb 
SOIOO, earth is bowed to, and fire is ignited. A gold, silver, or 
copper pitchet' full of water is covered with a piece of cloth, and 
an image of Indra made of gold ia placed on two eight-leaved 
lotuses drawn odthe cloth. This is followed by offcrinr tn 
Indra., five oblations to fire, and the seating of the Bra/urta7J 
priest who with the Hotr next engages in the of[tring of the 
following \lblatioos, viz. eight 10 the four cardinal points, and 
seventeen to Agni and other deities, followed by la"'rdtJ},i, 
Imlnati, l£jalflr)'Q, l'VIifakrt, prii1tlJc';ttdtmaJ:a, stJ'l'stltit;, 
S4Mana, alId sa1[liriiva·lJkiiga Hunuu. Then follow oft'eriniJ 
to the ten presiding deities of the len quarters of heavens, and 
to demons of various de.'lcriptions. The jilr~comes next, 
and then the throwing of the remnants of Homa-fir, into holy 
water. In the concluding rite .of Smat; for averting evil, the 
king with his csnsorl, relatives, and minister, is spri.nkled by 
the Hotr with water from the Santi pilcher. Then both the 
king and the queen take a bath in waler mixed with herbs, 
wear white dresses and gulands, and smear their bodies with· 
the paste of white sandal. Gifts are m~e to the prierts, and 
the gold image of Indraafter I)'DlboHc relinqui;;hmenl is given 
to ltdrf4. The whole ccremon~~ brought to a clOle by 
the feasting of BnilutlaJ!4S. 

I See,forilllwu:e, VifIJM-~ .. ii.T!i't; GoIdttikRt'.S_ 
Imt-E"rIUA Didi_ry men to Jph'~"'f'" ud M"AQrl..m.u-
_,."'" lhi. poillt. . ~ 

I 1M--,uA. (NS. ia A. ~~:".:a_~_4_~Q. _ detaIlt UId _ 
Iru ba~ becD omitted ill the a~. . . . , 
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,--.. • The object of this ritual is no doubt the wdfare of the kmlil', 
t_\fMI.). impJyiDg that of ·his relatives, officials, and aubjfps, Iwt the 

ttntral idea in it is the coronatign of Indli, the king of the 
gods. We have seen in cOMexion with the Rtij4sflya that the 
mantra for the PNMrpbll#lka are uttered in unison with 
those of the t1iNira-maluiMqlKa, which goes upon the JUp

position that the king of the gods was installed on hill throne 
in remote antiquity with the selfsame mantras which appear 
in the Ailarl,a-Brtiltma'!a in connexion with the Aindr(l
maMM4el:a, and which, when uttered at the Pll11arailkqeia, 
ensure the special well-being of the subject of lilt: PJlllarablli
leka. In the coronation ceremony with which we are now 
dealing. much more promineott is given tothe idea by devoting 
a spedal day with its special rituals to Indra, who is worshipped 
to make the coronation of the mortal king as much fraught 
wilh potentialities for good as his own coronution was in the 
rcmote past. 

The 
AMoif<lo 
I"f' p~ 
hnull&ritl. 

On an auspicious "day fixed for the AMi/rka, the king has 
formally to declare his intention (sa~kaipa) to pdfonn the 
AhIt#tI:a. 

(a) After the ignition of fire 1 and the off~ing of seventeen 
oblalions as previously ~entioned in connexion wil;h Ai"dr1 
Stitt!i, the PJlroltita bas to perform Homas with five !lets of 
A tltartJiJ- Vrda manfrtU, viz. Jarma·var",a, SlXJ.!lmantl, a,ufJa, 
aMo:j'a, and apar4jita, which are intended to secure for _the 
king welfare for himself personally and hi~ kingdom. On the 
lIOuthem side of the Homa fire i! kept a gold pitcher (sampa
llI1Iii" la1tUa) in which are deposited the residues of ofrerin~. 
Brall",a'!tU learned in the Vedas as well as Brtihma,!a, 
Klalriya, VlliJya, and Sildra ministers are honoured with 
presents and lICated ill the place where the ceremony ili 
to take place. The royal priest, who hu to fast on that 
day, puts on a garland and a tllrban, lind eaten ioto the 
bathing-house, where he has to put nine gold pitchars with 
waten from various places of pilgrimage as well as an 

1 Cen.m -(han;eterilrics of tbcftame of thi. Ii~, IIIcb as brigbtnen like 
melted IQJd, I'UCDlblaDot lillVutW mark, lire., .. om: Rpnled a. porteDI. 
lor ,000 or evil. 
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earthen pitcher with water, a gold pitc1i~ with rlttl, a silvC!'r c.
pitchca witlJ mi lk, a ooppcr pitcher with curds , ud an lim ,moI.). 

mrthcn pitcher with water. in- which luia gtU5 has been 
soaked. A gold pitcher with a hundred perforations as also 
an earthen pitcher filled with water from a well aad the four 
seas are also to be there. 

(6) The prince is then bathed symbolically with various SJOIboIic 
de!CTiptions of 3Oil. This bathing consists in tOllching his b&1bInj:. 

head with soil from the top of a hill, ears with that. from the 
top of an ant_hilt, (ace with that from a temple of V~(IU, neck 
with that frottl a temple of Indra, che,t with that (rom a royal 
palace, right arm with that dug up by an elephant by its tusks, 
left arm with that d ug up by a bull by its horns, back with 
that from a lake, belly with that from a confillence of rivers, 
sides with that from the banks of a river, waist with that from 
the door of a 'brothel, thighs with that from a sacrificial 
~rolllld, knees with that from a cowshed, shanks with that 
(rom a horsc·stable, and feet with that from \he whed of 
:1 chariot.. This ceremony is cOIldllded by the final ablution 
of his head with ,(liU'Wo'll)'a (a mixture of milk, curds, clarified 
butter, and OOW-S (lrine and dung). 

(c") FOUl vessels made of gold, silver, copper, and earth are Sprinkl!"Il 
filled respectively with clarified hlltter, milk, Cllrd, and water. ~lII!n. 
The Briihmo1!o, K fO/riyO, Voiiya, and Sildr4 ministers take 
the gold, $i1ver, copper, and earthen vessels in succession and 
sprinkle t heir conh:nta on the .prince's head from t he east, 
sOlllh, west, anti north respecti~'ely. 

(d) After t he ministe~ a ~-Vedic Erii/NNoIJII sprinkles SpriDkling 

hooey and a Siima-Vedic EraltmO,!(1 water (in which Rulo ~,~;.o 
grass has been immersed) IIpon the prince's head. The royal-.,..o 
priest commits the sacrificial fire to the care of the Stufasyus =:~be 
(usistants), and sprinkles (rom the aforesaid mmpdlav4" plin!. 

pitcher, with the mo"fYasl thai were uttered in connexion with 
Anoinll'lent forming part o( tbe 06},ifuWl0 of the RiijosflJ'tl, 

• T~ Az-i-Purllf!4 /cc .... iii. '2) speaks of th_ "'tlrll1"4I. That 1bey 
an borro~ from the RIf;"l4yo cerernoay K DOt dur fro. Ibis iI~«' 
but appean 10 be 10 fl'D/ll _rkslike the NU;m..yfi!tu.. H .. d tbe 6m 
rtrII! of tbe 00It,1n ~ommenced with lhe _rds I'll uil.JdbIti(~u ,. i ... 
stead of with r4j.ur.yUltqt# lit., tbelllCailiDf would ha'e been dcalV. 
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c_. ·(t) The prince is then taken to the base or the a)tv and 
I~ {--.). seated upon a 6/uidrtislJlla, The royal prie&t spr¥iklel"water 
~;.!la on hia head through a gold· jnperforated with a hltlKlred 
:::-.::, holes, u~ring 'yl OfIdhil;t, &c.',l u also perfumed liquid.,and 

water in which flowers, seeds. gems, and bia gtass have been 
dipped, with ttle recitalion of other rormula.s.1 

RIb by (f) The Yajur- and Atbarva-Yedic Bnilmra,!1ZS touch with 
~~~.~. r«iI1f4 (ydlow pigment) the prince's head and throat with 
A~.. the MaN'", 'Gandhadvara, &c.'.3 This rite is brought to 
};~ a close by the wemb1ed B,iill",il1}Q.S sprinkling on thc prince's 
-. head water brought (rom various Sil,cred places,' • 
SeeiDIl (g") Auspicious Ihings such as a jn filled with water, chowry, 
::t;- fan, mirror, darificd butter, and herbs are brought before the 

priDce, mU$io,: i. played (eulog~tic songs being sung by the 
bards, and Vedic psalms chanted by the B,allIlIiI'!as).5 

e"''''r. (N) The royal priest, in the meantime, m;ficcs offerings of 
milk and honey to the divinities and sits on a chair covered 
with a tigcr's<.ikin. So sealed he bind. the prince's head with 
a fillet and puts on it the crown, with the fonnulas'"' Dhruvi 
dyaulJ, &c.', an English rendering of which is givcn below: 

'Firm is the heaven, firm is the earth: finn are these 
mou.otains, firm is this entire world, so may this king of men 
be firm.' 

• See KY., So 91. 
I Some uplanatory d~l.ib have beoen t. ken from the N(ti";~(J.lJt • • 

Tbc fomwlu rd"erred 10 bave been borrowed .. folio ... : 

Ii)' Opdba.>:a~ pmillTbhl)ita PUH' .. vatl~ &c.' liS., xi. of8. 
jil'hut Sj!jno &r .' NY.,X-IOl.l . • 
R II. Kliila, v. 87· 9-

• AccordiD( to tb~ NUiM.!<ftll"'" (MS. \,p. ~ and II) .. ot 00II)' Ihe 
Br"""~ but a100 the a n embled Kf"'"JIU. lI"ilIiU, SiJdnu, and. 
per-. Ii mind tutu apriakJe w&t~r u above. 

• Nllilll'V'!l/tQ (MS. ), ;pp."l and II. Tbe -..ork puts after tbe abave. 
rile the spnaldinr oJ proprtl8lory .... Ier (1IllliijalIJ) fro!n the 3/f"'f'4IatIIl1l 
pileber by tbe Ntrolorer. Tbil rite is accompanied by the ult ....... oe of 
a Iollg" IIfI>lfJnJ, ' IIIYils 1v4~ aMif'k4l<l1l ' ,etc., of . bout 130 iJolat a.d
dnssed IOthepl,heaveDlybodies, doods, contineatl,bllk &Qd mountailll, 
ptr.c..s or pip.ge, .acred riv-. bim.. bones, elephants, CQiVffA.! 
1IIOIUIJcb, of yore. I.ooetia, Vdu, founeen bruttbet of \eanlin(, ~ 
~r.:I befa,l, ill ohvtt to quite. atrilll: of divine, n.&llII8.Ir ocr 
.~tun.JOfoJ<:es wilb pOwen for ,000 Of evil, ,n order tha.t tlIe}' miabl 
aU be pmpitiau.d to tbe pr\1K:I! about to be corou.trod. Tbe ~ 01 
the ",..,.. in lb, _y i. act mUlifcol "" !he ~ but 
.... becII ~ by worq I.iH the N~ 
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' May the royal V.rutta, the divine Brfwpati, may Inan c..-· 
.od Agni fVC1' give stability to thy kingdom.' hH [_I.). 

' With a constant oblatien fie handle tbe constant Smla i 
therefore may Ind~ render thy Jubject people payers or (their) 
taxes.' \ 

Tbe throne.seat,' on which the prince is tlext seated, is 
covered "1m the skins of five animals, bull, cat, wolf,lion, and 
tiger. A .ymbolic meaning, not given in the texts, was no 
doubt attached to the spreading of tbete slc ins one over 
another. The tiger-slcin, as has been ICe!! in connexion with 
a previOUll rl'tual, Indicated kingly power. 

(I) The Agni-Pur",!" next spealcs of the Prafl!tarIJ pre_ PtOlW!lU

senting officials to the king. It is added by the Njli~J,a ~ •. 
that distinguished townsmen, merchants, and other subjcct~ are 
also admitted to this honour. 

(j, Il, and I). -The king now presents the royal priest and the Pa,....- ~r 

aJtrologer with cows, gOOlts, sheep, houses, &c., and honours ~:l~ cbe 

the other Brallma.,as with similar gifts and-a sumptuous""":,,",,. 
feut:. A fter going round the sacrificial fire and saluting the~";;: 
GUTU and one or two minor rit uals, he sits on a sanctified 
horse, but gets down the next moment to sit on t he state
elephant. similarly .anctified, and rides through the priocipal 
thoroughfares of the metropolis amid a gorgeous proceSlion. 
After return to his palace, he accepts the presents made by his 
subjects, whom he receives with honour and entertains toa feast. 
Presents in return are also made by the king to hil subjects. 

It will not be out of place to recount succinctly t~ principal r..uvp.... 
fcatur6 of the EngIith coronation of t he past in order 10 show-...tioo. 
the &gtee of paralldism between it and that of the H indea. 
The early English coronation had many features found in 
those of other European countries in the past, and may, for 
thi. teuon, be taken for our purposes as • type: of the early 
Ewopean corooa.tioIlS generally: I 

• 
• R V .. lI. 11J. 4~ (u ..... tioa. by Prof. H. H. Wiltoll). 
• TIle MItW4nJ, It lW';!.. iD GoIdmider'1 StulUrll-E"pisA 
Did~ (Po ~" UIder A ), l1li_1_ officen rtlt4JMo· and IIU ,u. cKill, put ill • m~ _ d~ed III tile _ . ulllld abme. The 
q_ i, abo 1IIdIltiaMd. .. tiuhIJ fin I tbroIw IIoar wiLlI dIe~. 

• For Pc ~ ~ OJ! cIae EWGpWI ~, • 
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c.- tI) The prince, attended by a large number of nobles and 
fiat,,.·)· government officer':, made a , tately progress to the" Tower of 

London. where he resided a day 010 tll'O to dub as Knightll of 
the Bath a number of candidate. who had to perform vigil and 
other rites preparatory to t his honour. 

(ll Amid a ~lemn and gorgeous procession in which the 
Jltl\' Knights of the Bath, nobles, government officers, and 
clergymen occupied the particular positions allot ted to them, 
the prince under various marks of honour displayed by the 
citiQfls rode to Westminster Han on the day previous to the 
day of coronation. 

(3) Next morning, the nobles and others, marshalled 
according to their respective ranks, accompanied the prince to 
the adjacent Westminster A bbey, some of the regalia I being 
carried by cert.in ptrwns having title to this honour. 

(4) The first rite performed within the HaIr was Recogni. 
tion, in which the A rchbishop declared to the people assembled 
tbere the prinQC" rightful claim to tbe tbrone and asked them 
whether t hey were ready to give their OllISent thereto, .. In th is 
rite were laid t he traces of development of coronation from an 
earlier (orm o( elect ion, 

HISt (5) Next came the First Oblalion, the essence of which wu 
oblui .... , the rile in which a ' pail of cloth of gold, and an ingot of gold 

of a pound weight ', received by the prince (rom the Lord 
High Chamberlain, were made over to the Archbishop or 
Canterbury, who placed them on the altar, 

Scrricoe or (6) In tpe Proper Service olille Day, prayer, were said (or 
lhe diy, blessinlfll upon the prince. 
0&10, (1) At the conclusion of the sermon forming part of the 

previous rite, the Coronation Oath was administued by t he 
ArchbiShop. The prince swore to govem the kingdom 
according to tbe established laws and usag~ administer 
justice tempered with mercy, and uphold the re ligion of the 

CA./JIU'J Olf Co,..".tUUms, author DOl mentioo«l; Giny 0/ R~rMjJr, br 
AnbIU Taylor; alld Ettq"*di. 9ril_'40 tl th edition, under 
'coronalion ' • 

• The ~ip;LI Felilia aioe: 5L Edward', Chair, 5 1, Edward', 
'CrowD, C ........ ilDd Cirdeu, Orb with tho: Cro:q, 5up1rc ";Ih the Cron, 
st, Ednnl·. Slaff, Alnplllla, h'Ory Rod, ClIalke, Pale1ltSwwds, RillfS, 
Spun, Clinana tor poiDt\fl$ l\I'OI'd of mercy), tIld the lIible. 
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land, and the rights and privileges Qf the members or 1hc c ... _. 
chura.. ftM(m.L). 

(8) The Dean of Westfllinster anointed, with oil from the AnQ!nt;"r. 

Ampulla, the palmi of the prince's hands, his chest, shoulders, 
arms, and the crown of his head. 

(9) The next rite consists in investing the prince with vest- bowstill£'. 

mmu, girdle, buskilU, sandals, spurs, .word, &c., which were 
made over to him on this occasion. T ..... o noteworthy features 
of this function arc that the Archbishop (a) while passing the 
sword to the prioce requested him to protect the church, 
people, wid&ws, orphans, restore th ings gone to decay and 
maintain those that were reslored; and (0) while delivering to 
him the Orb with the CroM, he uttered the formula, ' Receive 
this . .. Orb, and remember that the whole world it subject to 
the power and empire of God, and that no one can happily 
reign upon eafth, who hath not received his authority from 
heaven '. At the time of Augustus, the Roman emperor, the 
Orb was n:gardcd as the symbol of universal dqminion. The 
Cross ,..\s affixed to it by Constantine the Great, signifying 
that univCfllal d?minion was but pos,iblc by faith.' 

(10) The Ardlbishop assisted by other clergymm put the CrowlI;"r. 

Crown 011 the head of the prince seated on St. Edward's Chair, 
saying, • God crown thee with a trou;n of glory and righteous
ness, with the honour and v1r1ue of fort itude, that (thou) by 
(our ministry having) a right faith and manifold fruits of good 
works, t hou mayest obtain the erown of an everlasting 
kingdom, by 'the gift of Him whose kingdom eqdureth for 
ever. Amen '. 

(II) The sovereign was invested with the Ring offaith, held Dell",", of 
the Sceptre of kingly power, the Rod of virtue and equity, ~~ Rl_r, -::roo 
and the Bible. He then received the Archbishop's Benediction R • and 

. . - ~-In appropTlllt.e WOruS- Btne<tic-
(12) The sovereign was tonducted to the throne by the tioa, 

An:hbishop. who was followed by the bishops and great offieers r.:.~. 
of state. After he was seated on ~ throne, the Archbishop H-ao;. 
delivered an exhortation and took ~ Oath of Ftalty. T his 
O.tb was also taken by tbe bishops and the pn:micr Duke, 

; C,",#"'(»JC~.pp. 27, 118. 
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C_ Nuqvess. Earl, ViIooImt, and Baron, each of them repteleDting 
,,-,(..t.), himself and 'the reat of his rank. During the ~rtIWlce 

01 . the Homage, . modals of gold, and sUver struck ror the 
occuion were thrown among the people, and if theee were 
any general pardoll, it was JUd publicly by the Lord 
Chancellor,l .' 

HoI, 
C_q· 
lllooom 
'-' 
Obl,,;oa. 

(13) In the Holy Communion, the sovereign advanced 
towards the altar after the commencement of the Communion 
Service and made an offering of bread and wine. Then 
a wedge of gold, called a marie, weighing eight ounces was 
received by the Archbishop from the IOvercign add laid upon 
the allar. This constituted the second oblation. 

The 30vereign then returned to Westminster Hall atteaded 
by the clergy and othcn marshalled as before. 

COfOII.· (J4) A noticeable feature of the Coronation Feast held 
Ii"" Fcut. in tbe Westminster Hill was the proclamation' of a challenge 

to the effect that if anyone dared deny the rightful claim 
of the prescnt.,wvereign to the throne, he was a liar and raise 
traitor, and the Champion was there to fight a dud ~ith him 
to prove the falsity of his assertion. The Champion threw 
down bis gauntlet, which after a sbort time "'"3.5 taken up by 
the hbald. Until the Completion of the Irtaagtll"lfMi for the 
feast, the sovereign teposed in the Court of Wards. Several 
tables were placed in the Hall, the royal table being set 00· 

a rat.:d platfonn. Special dut~t ill connexioll with this 
feast were allotted to sperial officers or noblemen : the royal 
table, for Irstance, waJ covered by the Rq::cant lind gentleman 
of the ewcry; the first cour$!: of hot meat was served up with 
the combined ~istance of the sergeant of the !ilvcr .tCullery, 
and tWo gentlemeo.at..arms or two Knights of the Bath, and 
other dishes were brought with a pJ"OCWion composed of 
scvcnl officers. A full delineation of tht. roronation beill£" 
out5ide the scope of Ihi. Section, detaib of this u well as GIber 
functi01l5, whieb may havc value for other pUrpoKs, ha'tllt been 
omitted. 

In the qlCfl.ing were H!(d a gmeral ilhlminatioo, a display 



CK-IX i!ELIGIOUS ASPECTS 

of 6rewotb ill Hyde Park, the principal thea.troa ~ en-
open~ fre;(o the public. - <_.). 

The feat~ common tq, the two systems of coronatioa Com_ 
of India and Europe may now be summed up. The common- .... 1 ..... 

DeD is due in some instances to the very nature .of the 
ccremony. and in others, to other caulCi. 

Both the system. are endued with a religious character, 
difference lying only in the degree. In the one, God, His Soa. 
and the Holy Ghost were solicited by prayers and offerings 
to bless the sovereign and secure the welfare of his kingdom, 
while in the ~er, the divinities, together with various Datu .. 1 
and supernatural Corces credited with powers (or good or evil. 
were (or the !IafIlC pUrpo5e entreated or propitiated tbroug,h 
a multiplitity of prayers, offerings, and other rdigious rites. 

The coronation of the Hindus, "in its later form, lost all 
traces of its oorMexion with the elective principle pointed out 
in a previou. chapter I to have been operative in the epic 
period, in which it could be traced in the ruopt.itilm fonning 
part of Ale installation ceremony. In the European form 
of coronation, it was traceable in the fonnulary of election, 
expunged in lator t imes, aI also in partiwlar fllnctions in
corporatc9 io the coronatiOrl5 of various European couAtries 
pointing to some form of election as ther origin, e.g. the: 
prutice of elevating a sovcrrigD on a shield among the later 
RomiUls. iUld the custom of having stooe circles to serve 
0lS scau (or c\ectOll illld a large stone in the. oentrc for the 
sovereign,-

The practice of taking an Oath to protect the people and 
perform other regal dutie. exilted in the Hindu corooatioa, 
as evidenocd by the TlliI#rIJll-Br4ll~, but it disappeued 
later on. Therefore, the similarity of the European &rui-the 
ladian sylteIllS· iA this respect is not fOUAd all along tbeit 
respective liaell Qf deve1opmcot. 

Smc¥ing with unguentJ in the Indian type may be taken 
to correspond with anointing in the Western, aprinkllng of 
liquids obtaiom. greater prominence in the fonDer. 

I Set the d>&pt~. 'FamulDd Typm alStatu'. 
I Sec' '''''11m''' ~ dia:p.1, ud eb.p.!a;p. 990 
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c,_. • Crowning, blessing for uoivenal dominiOn, pruentatiOli of 
...... ' .... 4). noblet and officials, jail-delivery, stately progreti ~l'OIlll:b the 

metropolis, feast and the d~.., of a day or two to II cere
IT)ony preliminary to the coronation proper may also be 
~rded u points of similarity betweeo the two types. 

~ or (C) (v). (b). YQU1ftlraj}'''''"ifr1.,. It is in the epic period :r ,:'0;f1 that we find the first mentiOll of the ceremony for the 
",remf/C1y. inauguration of the crown-priaoll!. Prof. Goldstiicker is 

doubtful as to whether this ceremony i~ hinted at in the 
passage of the Aifartya.Or4kma1fa I relating to the' king
makers' (r6jakarltiraM in the chapter on the 'flfakalJllqtla. 
These 'king-makers' refer, in the Afltaroa_Veda l and the 
5alllpat/uJ.B, akmallJa,a to ' those who, not themselves kinlt', 
aided in the consecration of the king '. According to Sayana's 
commentary on the aforesaid passage of the Aiiartya.Or4A
tIUl1fQ, the Icing', father is one of the king-maiters, and this was 
1\ gt'ound for Prof, Goldstiielcer's doubt whether t he ceremony 
in which the ' ather took part might be that for t he installation 
of a crown-prin~.' A closer examination "-ould, 'however, 
make it clear Ihat such a doubt is baseless, for the following 
reasons: 

(I) T he MahiiMi¥la is not an independent cerelflony, and 
the chapter devoted to it is meant to bring out that, in days 
of yore, the A~hiltJ:a of Indra (called MaIuiM'-!tka) took 
place on certain lines with certain man/rtf! followed laler on 
by several emperors of antiquity on the occasion of the 
ce lebrati~ of the RiijD$ii),a, and if these ritu:t'ls and mantras 
are woven into the PNNarahh#tktf (i. e. the second Ahki,t14, 
the first having been performed at the time of installation to 
a simple king~hip) of the celebrant of a RajasilJ'4 of 1.1Ier times, 
they will be of great efficacy. 

(il) The inclusion of the king's fath er in the list of king
maker! '~ SiyaJ;la is not borne out by the Vedic texts 
themselves. 

1 AiJa"f#"B.-.J~, viii.. 17. 5: • A V., iii. 5. 7 • 
• S. Br~ iii .. I. 7 and xiii. ,. s, 18. see V.I .. ii.. 2(0. 

• See Goldstijcker'. Smuhil·E"pnlt lJIitiOlfM7, uodet 'AU#~h', 
~- .. 
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(3) The ~ce of the father in any instal.lation ceremody Y-.f· 

~~of i.eIf rai.e the presumption that t ile IOn performing)(.!~~'" 
the .. ~y must nec:ds otle 'a (:TOwn-princc, (or, first, the 
f~ ~ight not bave been a king, and posse ... 
t~Qte DO he could choose hi •• ~ 
9U~; and be retiring trom bW:'~al 
~~on, king by the ceridY. 
, (.4) 'The to crown-princeshi~ot 

rise at all in view in which the king.maker'S are 
mentioned, namely, the delineat ion of the rites and fonnulas 
of Indra'. Atalllih!tqeka intended to be ",,'Oven into the Punar. 
aMqeRa'of the Rtfjasuya. 

Hence, there is at present no evident;e by which the cere
mony of the installation of the cTOwn-princc can be traced to 
the Vedic period. 

References ar~ found in the Epics to the Yauvariij)'ablu)eJ:a R.f=t,~ 
of Rama,l Angada; Bharata,; Yudhi~thjra,' Bhi~ma" Bhima," ~!':o.Y. 
and Salyavat.; 

Details of the ceremony are not forthcom ing from any of 
the works consulted by me. The RiilJlaya'!u fu rnishes a short 
account of the preparations made for Kama's Yauvar,z;y
iiblti[eka , tlut as they are not perhaps exhaustive, we cannot 
draw from them any correCt inference as to either the things 
Deeded (or the Ct:remonr or the rituals and functions in which 
they were used. The short account is, however, striking in 
that it does not iDdude wa,ter or soil brought from various 
places. which 'form a prominent feature of the loronation 
t;eremony and as sllch rea:ive the first attention in the 
preparations for Rlima's coronation.' 

There was no restriction as to the age at which a succcuor No "i""' 

to a sovereign was installed as the CTOwD.prince. Rama was Ih .. it. 
twenty-five· years old at the t ime of his proposed installation 
to emwn.pri~hip, amI Bharata about (orty ,. when he Wall 

110 instllled ; both Yudhi~!h ira and Satyavat were young II 

' . RIlm., i,.}. I If. 
• JIBIt., i. 139. I. 
I 'hid., Iii. 298. t I. 

• 161ii., IV. ~6 13. • 16M., vi. u8. 93. 
• 16id. I. 100. 43. • lbi"., zit. 41. 9 • 

! A'dHf., vi. 128.4&-S7. 
" 16id., i. 18. , IINI. , i ii. ~7. to. ' 

' f,B.i., i. 141. 37 ; iii. 19}. zS, 
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"""en they went throug" the ceremony, but BhIma wu far 
more advaoced in years when he became a c¥lwn,,\>rince . . 
There was, therefore, no hard r.od fa5t age-limit for this 
ceremooy, though it s«ms to have been the usual pru:tice 
for the king to choose his suc~or as soon 8.lI the latter 
completed the prescribed period of studies and was ready to 
stu.re as crown-prince the responsibilities of a ruler 

}·5 ...... nf- No instances are forthcom ing to show whether Yauvar4-
,ydMistm · ,zU · j L h •• _ . lb' r h 
",hetbtr JY"""I4~ 'il was a .... r to t e su ... ""'iuent ce e rahon 0 t e 
R~". coronation ceremony when the crown-prince became the king . 
.' ..... ; Yudhj~~hira's COl'Ollation after the recovery of "his kingdom 
=:::110:. and subsequent to his YauvarJn'JbJII;cka cannot be taken as 
~om a case in poiDt, in view of its merger in tnat of restoration to 
:i"" 1:-. a loot klOgdom.1 That the recovery of a lost kingdom was 
f"'"." «>r<>- an occasion for a fresh coronation stands dear from the case 
.... 11""- of Dyumutaena.! Prof. Goldst iicker inclines'to the view that 

the performance of the YauvariifyiibJtijtka ' held good for the 
iuaugluation tlf Ine prince at his accession to the throne, after 
the rather's death, since 110 ment ion is made, in the epic poenlS, 
of a repet ition of the ceremony. The object of the inaugura
tiQn of a prince as YI/ var iija is to $ecure to' him the right of 
~uccession. and. beside:'! the advantages supposed to wise from 
the religious ceremony, as mentioned before, il share in the 
government, or perhaps all the privileges of a reigning king. 
For when Dabratha intends to make his son Rama a YJNQ
raia, he addresses him with these words (in the Ayodhya. 
kar-cJa 0):. 'Ra.ma, I am old j ••• To-day, !ill my subjects 
wilnt thee for thei r king; therefore, my son, I shall inaugurate 
thec asjunior king'.' In the above argument,stress is laid 
on the IVords spoken by DaSaratha to the effect that tb. 
subjects wanted R.ama u their king (naradllipa), but the force 
of the very next words uttered by nim, viz. 'therefore, my 
son, I shall inaugurate thee as junior king', is ignored. What
e..-er Dai>2.ratha might hilve said on the oo::asion, the ~emony 
was nothing else than Y QItV4YtijyJMi,cl:a and should be 
viewed as Such. 

, iff Bit •• x.i. 40. • Jlud. iii. 19Ii. II. · ' j(4m .. ii. 4 . 
. • GoIdSlucker's SIUIV:rif-£"glil/. Dktionary, UDder AMiltliG, p. ~82. 
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(C) (v). (c). Inauguration of ·tlll Commander-in· Chief In.,,,,,,.· 
ReferelJte5 \51' this ceremony arc found in the Makl/!hikala lion 01 lb.. ,--
in connexion ..... ith the inawgutations of BhI!i\ma..,' Dro~a,t mud..,· .. 
Kan,a,3 Sal)'a,~ and Asvattn.ima';,6 as the military heads of Chid". 

the KauTava army. This inauguration ceremon}' is modelled 
on that of Karttikcya,' the Commander.in·Chid of the gods, 
whose inauguration again followed in some respects the still 
earl ier RiijyQJ,ltif~lra of Varu~a,' the water-god. Details of 
the ceremony aggregated from the several descriptions arc 
sc.1nty. Those that are expressly mentioned are oblation to 
the Homa.fir<!, seating of the Commander on an appropriate 
seat , sprinkling of .water· on his head frqm a vessel, the 
utterance of the big formula' suras (1'0.>11 ahlli#iiumfu, &e.',9 
which happens to be the same as that used in the coronation 
ceremony just before crowning and gifts of coins, bullion, cows, 
cloths, &c., to BlaIIl!IOJ;tr1S. It is superfluous to mention that 
the rituals were accompanied with music, eulogies sung by 
bards, and joyous and benedictory ejaculations. 'The inaugu. 
ration of ihe several commanders·in·chief mentioned above 
wu performed on the battlc-field. In t imes of peace the same 
ceremony is likely"to have been cclebrated on the occasion of 
the assumrAion of his office by the commander·in·chief. It is 
probable that in the forme r case the ~xigencies of thc situa· 
tion compelled a curtailment or abridgement of the rit uals 
which could be allowed to be in their fuJI fonn in times of 
peace. 

RI~~;U ;l{r;: 

If the mental constitution of the Hindus contained in its 
c91llposition a prcponderance of religious or other beliefs 
which left their impress upon their polity, vague surmises as 
to their quantity ought to be replaced by an e)(3ct estimate) 

, MBA., v. 'Si. 2fi...31 . • Ib,d., vii. 5· 39'-43-
• IAd.,.'ii. I. 11, 12. • lind., IX. 1.6, 7. 
• IIn"d., 6j, 36-0. • "'''/., 45. 1 ft. • IIlid. , 45. n. 
• In the legend, the water of the !:iansvatJ w2Ssprinkled on Kartlik:cya 

from a golden }aT. • 
• In the legend of KiJ1likeya'. ,MoulI"ration to ~n.lship, the above 

formula was nOl rr;ti~d at all i the de,ties Jll,med ,n the foniIula penon
ally ap~d befo~ him 10 take pan in the sprinkling. 

" , 
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RinllAl Surmises on this subject, difficult a.!I it is, can hit the truth 
(""', J. but rardy, and 'arc ' very often made the ~d cfther for 

whobale condemnation or irldissriminate eulogy of the whole 
8y~1em of ancient Hindu polity. The only means to avoid 
this pitfall 'is to take a comprehensive survey or the various 
ways in whkh the beliefs of the Hindus influenced their 
political syskrn; Such a survey has been attempted in the 
severaJ sections of this chapter with a view to focussing light 
on the various branches of t he subject and facilitating reason· 
ing relating thereto by supplying the fac:ts which might be 
used as a bRsis for drawing correct inference! ,It has been 
seen thaI the fourfold division of caste whicb emerged"-So 
early among the Hind us, perhap!l through rdigiou! cxigencic~, 
and which branched out into quite a number of ramifications 
later on, has through the whole history of thei r polity!tood 
out as a rock, dctennining more than an;" other factor the 
entire structure of thei r public administration. The general 
eligibility of-thc:. members of the second caste to kingship, the 
placing of the SrallmalJ8 in the highest rank of'"the social , 
and by rr:ason of that, in many rr:spects, of the political 
hierachy, the gradation of rights and privIleges accorCling to 
the particular positions of the people in tlleir caste framework, 
resulting in a differential trea tment even in the administl"1!.tion 
of justice to them, the gradual d~ification of the king and the 
Rra/lma'./a by magnifying !ter hy step the re~pect due to 
them socially and politically, the mutual public relations 
between.the king and the cutes or among the castes them
lIClves, are the principal results iS9uing (rom the caste-system 
supplying the framework of the polity. It is difficult to strike 
a balanee between the net advantages and disadvantages .of 
such a system of polity, especially in view of the fact that the 
period Gf which we arc speaking ill a long ~me, during which 
the belief~ themselves as well as the numben of their adherellts 
underwent changes which introduced factors varying t'tIe actual 
net results of its working, or i15 !Ubjective estimate by parti. 
cular c1as!.eS of cit i!e!lS. If an implicit faith was placed in the 
belkfs by the mi.jority of the people-a\ld it;, not unreason
.bk: to IUppo!!e ~ tbc:re was such a period at least in pre-



CH. IX R'E L I G IOU S ASP E C T S 

Buddhistic times-many of the aforesaid points in the ancierlt Ii ... "',,; 
Hindu ~yilolitic which might appear as t1njust, productive (.-t.). 
of evil, and subversive: of pol.iticoal peace: and happine .. in the 
present dry light of reason, cannot have appeared as such to 
the people immediately affected by the system. But even 
after making allowance for a difference in the all'gles of wion 
of the present and the past, it would be erroneous to put 
nothing but advantages on it$ccedit side and no disadvantages 
on its debit. Beliefs served no doubt, to a great extent, to 
dull the edgt' of those features that otherwise would have 
been keenly fElt; but it should be borne in mind that; lI.·hi"k· 
on the one hand the degree of t his belief was not uniformly 
deep in aU classes and sects of the people, ili~ working out of 
the letter and spirit or the customs and regulatiol1ll of the 
system in actual practice must have, as in all times, their own 
drawbacks whittf also varied t he effects of their operation in 
different times and localities. If we leave out of account 
these complications, confine ourselves only to the already 
recorded [eatures and provisions as they appear from the 
Sanskrit works, including the law_codes and works on polity, 
and jurlge them by the state in which the majority of the 
people ml!flt have heen under an administrat ion faithfully 
reflecting in practice till' features and provisions as they stand, 
i1S5uming this majority to be partisans of the politico-religious 
beliefs and con~eptions enumerated already_looking, for 
instance, upon the king and the Rraltma,!aI as deities but 
with responsibinties, for breaChes of which there lI;'ere both 
secular and religious sanctions, alld considering their own 
caste positions and the relative treatment meted out to them 
at the hands of the Stale (e.g. in the k-vying of taxes, infliction 
of punishments, acquisition of learning, appointment to state 
offices, collection of wealth, &c.) as inevitably issuing from 
their own actions in their present and previous birth,-we can 
safely ooaw the inference that the working of the system 
could, 90 (,... as it. religious aspect is concerned, bring COD
tentment to the majority of the citizens. But if~tbey had 
only partial or no faith in the beljefs, they wOIIJd" no doubt 
have resented government boy laws that required in therq 
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IU,,,,,,,, • frame of mind without which they could not live contented. 
("""',). In the history of India there were periods whb. ~Ic with 

shaken or no faith in theSC'be\iefs were in the majority, and 
,in such circumstances we have pcrhapg no reason to think 
that the discredited provisions of the Hindu law-codes of 
Manu and others were forcefully imposed upon the unwilling 
majority without modifications or, if necessary, radical changes. 
If, however, such a forcible imposition took place at any time, 
the case of the majority thus yoked against their will and 
faith must bave been hard indeed. Changes in early Indian 
laws to adapt them to altered circumstances YA::re not a new 
phenomenon in early t imes in spite of the COil>!ervativc: 
character of the Indians. Faith in the needs forming the 
funrlilmentals of thc laws was a !iine qna /lim for thelT cheer
ful reception by the subjects on the one hand, and a lso for 
serving, on the other, as a safeguard against abusc of power 
by those placed in posi tions of authority. Given this faith, 
the whole mac~inery of administrat ion might have worked 
well-perhaps, in many respects, much more srncJ.th ly than 
t hosc govcrnments in which reason and not faith supplies its 
wheels; but take away the faith, and the whole ap'paratus 
would be out or gear. Many of the numberle~ points of 
frict ion that crop up frequently octween the different groups 
of interests or between the government and t he people of the 
present day could nol in those days arise at all, and thc few 
that did arise met with ready 50lvcllts in appeals to faith and 
its comPr-liles, or 10 readj ustments of interest's seen in a light 
not tlllcoloured by faith in its various shapes. The Hindu 
religion, it should be remembered, was not a collect ion of 
creeds with certain fu ndamental rules of conduct su].>Cradded. 
It supplied not merely articles of creed but complete codes of 
conduct , moral, physical, 3O<:ial, and so forth, intended to 
regulate not merely the faith but also the details of conduct 
of every individual within its fold. The rules of cOMlluc! laid 
down wcre either suggested by, or at least were in general 
ha.rmony ,with, the creeds, and hence the elements of faith 
permeated more OT leu the whole life and conduct of the 
ipdividual units composing the societY u";'n which they 
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operated. T he politi~1 a.ctions were not Oll iside their pl.l/. HI--' 

view, a.d t¥'ways they were infl uenCed by rel igion,as at rl'.ady (<foot.). 

shown, were very various apd i ar.reaching. The main dis· 
tinguishing (eature of the H induopolity was the caste-system, 
which, with its later ramifications, was assimilated into the body-
politic and becamc the princip3.\ cause of the diffusion of the 
politico-religious ideas wi th which the d illies and the mutual 
relations of the members of the caste.~ werc intimately asso
ciated. It was t his caste·!ystem that made t he membcn; o( 
the second caste, as a rule, eligible to kingship and segregated 
them for dC"'ltion, life.long and hereditary, to their oncrous 
military dut ies. The members of the two other hightr castes 
could generally participate in the higher <ldministrative dut ies, 
though rare instances of SiMms fi lling up ·government posts 
are mel with in Sanskrit literature. f There was hardly a 
count ry in whid! the people did not come to be classed into 
more or less sharply divided groups, ranking one above 
another by intelligence, riches, faith, professioq, power, and 
so forth. ' T he feat ures that distinguished, in Ihis rC5pt'Ct, the 
anCient Hind us from other peoples were that the most 
important grouP!i\ by being reduced into castes. became, as 
evidenced, in the law·codes, much more rigid than tho::iC in 
any other country with a more or less rigid locat ion of each 
in the caste scale and wit h defined political and other ri ght.~ 

and privileges of each. Points of advantage arguing judicious 
chok e may be ad,iuced for the primary d ivisions of the society 
fo r social, polilkal, and other purposes into four castes; but 
the multiplication of these divisions into numerous subdivisions, 
each more or less rigid and stereotyped-though it may 
receive favour with many H indus even of the present day
proved, as it has done at present, a source of weakness to the 
whole body_politic, each sub·caste being a fresh centre with 
its own particular int~rests of various kinds, with il.ll strong 
likc! >l,Ild diiJikes, and with its surrQU nding rigid wa U of 
partition that hinders a real and practical identilK;ation of its 
own seU with t hat of the other castes and sub..castl;S. and with 
the b roader self J the whole body-politic. The early caste 
divis ions, so long ·as they Wo;!I"C srnaJ l in number, migbt ha~e 
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RhutJ I Pi"'ed a source of stmJgth to the wb~le society. It may be 
(-.). argued in opposition that the numerous functiofltl c~es, by 

minUtering to particular bran,hes. of skilled labour or artUan
ship, did much good to the oountry from the economic stand
point, but what was an economic benefit for a time contained 
within itself the seeds of political bane. 

The Atharva-Vedic li tuals are an index to the frame of 
mind of the people who performed them for political pur
poses. There was hardly, in andent t imes, a country in 
which the people were completely free from the mental pro
clivities betokened by the ritual practicr<l, which ;n themselyes 
are harmless so long as they do not prove an obstacle to the 
performance of political dut io or an:: nut carried out for bane
fu] and mi!IChievQulI objects. Ast rology, as we have also 
seen, played all important part not only in fixing the auspicious 
times for political actions, but also in giving cise to the idea 
of the dependence of the affairs of human life upon the 
heavenly luqinaries, which in its extreme form stop!> the 
spring of action; by deepening fatalism. The H"ldu law
givers and statesmen saw this danger and tried to counteract 
it by preaching the doctrine that human drort was superior 
to fate, and that exertion could make benign a ~aliguant 
fate. But the mental current, set allow in ancient times, 
could not be completely stcmmed, judging from its efforts in 
~he political and other fields of action of the Hindus in later 
times. This defect was perhaps shared by the Hindus in 
common with their brother nat ions of thl' East, and it wa.;; 
this tha t 'made Burke refer to it in his own bdlliam way: 
• The Eastern polit icians never do anything without the 
opinion of the ast rolOGcrs on the fortunate moment. They 
are in the right if they can do no better; for the opinion of 
fortune is something towards commanding it. Statesmen of 
a more judicious prescience look for the fortunate moment 
too j but they seek it , not in the conjunctioll!l and oppPaitions 
of planets, but in the conjunctions and oppositions of men and 
things. 1)ey fonn their almanack.' I The striking ilo/las in 
which Ka~ilya tried to check the said mental tendencies of 

, Burke', LUter to . Member of the National' ~bly, 1791. 
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hill fellow countrymen ate well worthy 01 being memori:rCd R_ .. 

by thQir Pi!ent de!<:eodaots: (ml. ). 

, Na~tram atip!cchanta\!, bilam artho 'tivartate. 
Artho by arthasya nllk~tratp kilJ'l kari~yant j tirakaJ:t. 
Sadhanal) pmpnuvatlty arthAn nar~ yatnmtair api, 
Arthair arthal;l prabadhyante gajaJ:l pratigajair iva.' I 

{Wealth (XlS1iCS away from the simpleton3 who consult the 
stars too much. For wealth is the star of wealth j what can 

the constellations do? People by energy can secure wealth 
l"ven a fter a hundred attempts. It is wealth that captures 
wealth, as ilOstile elephants elephants.) In early times, no 
fixed boundariea were reeognized all marking out the re-;pective 

pr01rinccs of law, politics, religion, &c., and in spite of thei r 
mutual (onnexioll in certain respe(:ts, there were chances, 
unles.!l lhey were cardully avoided,of attribution of occurrences 
in one of them> to wrongly supposed causes in another. As 
iIlustra.tions of this mis-all ribut ion. we may rera to the two 
legends, onc in the Riinuiya1!(1 and the other.in \he Hlliiga"oJt1ta. 

Pflrii'!a. ' In the former, a BriiftmalJfl accysed Ramacandra 
of remissness in his regal du ties for the reason that his son 
died "3 prematulI: death. Ramacandra consulted his ooun· 
dllors, w90 attributed the occurrence of the premature death 
of the Briiit1lla,!a boy to the making of penance by a $iid" a 
within Rama's kingdom_a practice not allowed by the 
iiistra; for .5iidras were not eligible to perform penances for 
the attainment of their objects.1I The instance in the BhiiKa· 
'IItIta-p,Nrii'}<l is similar: a 'nrtiAma'!o accused t~e king of 
Dwaraka; of breaches of regal duties for the death of his 

infant son.' 
Trials by ordeals in courts of justice may be cited as 

'another instance of how an incident belOfl~ing to the province 
of law or moraIs WiIS supposed to be capable of causing 
a physical phenomenon to be used as a conclusive evidc:nce 

of gun" 
The practising of the magical rituals of the Atluuw.-Vtda, 

as w~1I as other such rituals, is as much an evil\ence 01 the 

• IU",., vii. 7J-o" 
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m~tal cast of the people as it wa~ at the same t ime an 
agency th~ helped the above mis_attribution (lf~ c~ to 
a wrong cause. The ilIustrati6lns;ervc also to-show that the 
d ut ies of a sovereign of the times wen: much more onerous 
than now in view of the fact that he was he.ld responsible for 
many things hesides what may be called purely poli tical 
qucstion~. 

Regarding the more or less elabontc ceremonials, two only 
engage our attention al sourC6 of poli tical disturbancc:s. 
I mean the Rtijasu)'a and the AJ".;amdlta. They were, how
Cl'cr, of infrequent occurrence, for, or th~ tha t weft: performed, 
only a few were intended for the acquisit ion of polit ical 
!lIzerainty. 

The p.nd of the State, in its later fu ll. fledged form, as already 
pointed out, stood influenced by religious id r.1.s. 

There are the aspects of polity in which itowas influenct."d 
by tbe beliefs of the people. The criticisms of this polit)" in 
connexioo wit~ . t~is dsu"lc have been made in view of these 
aspects alone, and not in vicw of the whole polit~ though 
remarks of a general nature haVre sometimes been necessitated 
in the COUTSe of the criticisms. i It must not tic supposeathat, 
as beli ef~ influenced the polity in so many ways, thae was no 
scope left for the Hindus for actions (ree from the above 
influences. On the other hand, there were wide and various 
fields of polit ical actions in .which tb.e Hi~d';l:i showed con
~iderable judgement and acumen, undeI!ected by the force of 
beliefs. There were, agaIn, many political d~s which they . . 
performed much more smoothly and effiCiently under the 
influences of religious beliefs than perhaps could have been 
done otherwi!le. In spite of the political errors and aberra
tions, therefore, the H indus could claim to their cr~it many 
political actions that were far in advance of thei r age or can 
weU bear comparison with their similars In modern times. 
These act ions, which should be detailed in their apPIPpriate 
places, need not be enumerated at present. Suffice it to say, 

[that the reijgious aspects of pol ity summed up in this chapter 
had both advantages and disadvantages, and, mere aspecb as 
th~ are, they should not be mistak!.,! for 1h.c ibo1e of poli!y. 
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• Fi"c Greal Auembli,es', 22. 
Fleel, Dr., 8, 16 fl. 
Fmer, SIT James G., 6]-8, 10l--3C>, 

1:3--8,1]0-5, 131-40-

Ga.mhlill~ , 26, 27,89. Su D icillg. 
GaJ)apatl, 118. 
Go.'!at, 6-8. 
G&ndhlra, 60. 
GlI.Ildhlri people, 3-
Gandhanu. 16], 167, 184. 
GlI.Illet, woubip of, ISS· 
Garra, 41· 
Ga,lUljtllyll, 16~, I~ 
Glthilll, 4'. 
Gaupiyuas, 40. 
Gaura~iru, viii. 
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Ga.-tama, 48, '5':1. I Indt.plUth., 187. 
Gaya,2I. JtJdrI1J1Irl.J1l., 169 .. 
Glyaltl, ~ Indrotaflaivipill Saon!k.a, '9-
Geldner Dr., 10, 26, 43 "- IIii4sa, 72, 18", lAS-
Glut, 165. 167-9, 192. 1<]6, '97. 101... It/Mla- Vuia, ix. 
Ghora,ll. IHu{tta,j'2,IS2. 
CDMila-r.irA,a-Siitra, 136. 
GOO, -lnn godden ,s, 115-,8, '45- 9, 

'55, 1;8, 162, 163. 165- 70, 175, 
18}. 185. 191, 199, 200, u3. 

GoldsJiicur, Prof., 208, 110. 
GopatIJa_Ortflun",!a, 193-
Gl1fIiltvttJ,87· 
GlIVitarlana, 87,89. 170. 
G(1'//J<lCa, 87, 89-
Cralla<. 165-7_ 
Gr4n1aJ}f, 25. 87. 88,170,175,1 93. 
Glllcks, IX. 
Gllilds,7· 
Gurfl,47· 

H&ih"ya Arjuna, :II. 
Hair-cutting rites, '76, 196-
H .. milton, AlexaDder, 64, 65-
Hari~candra, 20.' • 
Hariyo/a.na-gralJ,.:. I! /. 
HasH'Vidy4, 7" , 
Hav"dMna shed, '91. 
Hereditary monarchs, n, 61. 
Hirat'yaka~ipu , 21, 47. 
Hira'!J"J'fXltj oifering, r6~. 

Huma, '55. 163, 16<}, 194. 19S. 197-
200, 2I1. 

Hopkins, Prof. E. \V., xiv, 7. 9, 
2S n., 29 n., 49. 5 In., SS, 59. 94. 

Hone·53.ui6cc (Aw"",..tdA..), xii, 
xiii. '&- 19, H, 47, '43, 181-91, 
l18. 

Hores, 17s,. '79. 183, I~~, 188; 
riles for, 154. 

HoiI', 38, 46, 165, 174, 184. rtl5. 
1M-90. 199. 

Hunter, Sir W. W., 45. 

Ik,vikll dynasty, 21, 53. 
11qviiku5, 40. 
Independent peoples, iUlcient, 2. 

IndO-Aryo.ns, Iii, It, 12, 25,~, 69, 
145. 146; evolution of kingship 
am01lg, 91-141. 

Indra., viii. 2 p. , I~, 40, li4. '47, 
148,151- 5, 168-7t, 174. 177, '78, 
199->02. W9-

Ind~ Jye, rha, '11. 

Jibal;, 21. 
]ahnus, 42. 
JaIa ]atiil<arl).ya, 44· 
Jimadag-nya, 2~. 
]Iloam.epya, 17, 22, 40, 58, 1<)6. 
janamc:jaya Parilc~ lta. 19-
J<fn(.,.,Jj)'~, 13. 
Jdfalau, 94, 96· 
Ja)'"dratha,11 . 
Judges, 47, 85· 
JudiCIa! work, 26. 
Justice, 26, 47, 48,97, IS0, IS', 217. 

Ka61lndltll-dlllt(lnt<, '55. 
KaikeyT, 51 , 53, ~4, 56, 57, 69-
Kakutstha. al. 
Kiilama diUl, 3. 
Km.116. 
Kalinga, 187. 
Kl mandaka, 33' 
K timandl.J:iya, 31-5, 145, IP, 156. 
KamboJ'" dan, 2. 
Kamboj.i, inde'pcndml pe .. pl~, 3. 
KanakaS;1bhai, V ., 22, 2l' 
Kanpa, 67,69. 
KB~uka, 27. 
Kapilavl\$!u, 3. 
K4r1f,fiJf'lUloikilrlll, 84, 86-
K rfrmAnl>I",. 86. 
Kan:ta. 94, ::11. 
Kirlavlrya, 20. 
Klrtlikeya, 154. 2f1. 
Kiirup.a.tha, 61. 
K4rya"irmii~.rl, SS, 86. 
Kii/'}JBenares), 2, 4, 44· 
A'iJii 4·vrtli,6, 
Kd yapa, 17, 
KaSyara:5. 40. 
KathalOi, 6. 
K4t""ka-SaInAiI4, 42, Xi· 
Kaur:a,·a,1Ii. 
KIlIIHka.-Siitra, 115. 
Ka.uplJ)'a-Arlloa.iiW,.,,; see ArJJw. 

i4slra. 
Kau~l)' .. , :It, I, :I, JO- j. 37, 71- 4. 

76,84, 143"., '44 11., 145,116. 
K~va .... 43. .... ." 
Kavi: IN Usallas. 
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Keith, Prof. 1- Berritdale, xiii, 8, 
. 10, la, 26.J1, 4]. 88 II., 194 fl. 
.eu pulta. 3. • 

K eJ(wafr>1Uya, 176. 
K,ji"s, 196. 
Ki ng-m<t"ers, 11,900 170, wa, ~c9. 
Kin, sbip: su Monan:hy. 
KfPh' offerings, 179-
KDife-paths, 190-
Kol iya dan, 3. 
Kolala kingdom, ~. « ; northern . 

61; sOllthem, 61. 
Kraivya., 19. 
Kn na.,," 81, liS, 197. 
/(rlj41,rl)'tfV ""1'+4""~ ';Ii1l;)'''jd.ta, 

85,86. 
K /afro, 16g, 110. 
K,(J(~IJIiIt.! t:; 176-
K/al.-jja caste, ix, K, 40, 41. lSI, 

IH. ' 59. 167. 172-4. 178, 17'h 
181, :roo, lOt; po~r 01, 27. 28, 
36, 187; dllt>es.,;10, 143,145, 151; 
kinl' ordinanly of K~"lri)'a Q.!Ite, 
71 ,72,1)8,159. 160, 18,. 

K Ia/Jr. 87, 88, 170, 193· 
KJudrakas. 5-
KIIIKn. 147. 148. 
Kuhen. Va.i!n ... a~, 1114. 
Kllku~ clan, 2. 
KI/1'1:S, 2, 10, II, 1(: IS, '7, 44, 48, 

5" , 
Kurutravas.>:o. 43. 44· 
KUfuvikkaranu, 116. 
Kut.:r. , 6[, 196-
Kuts .. Auran, 40. 

LUpnas.>a, 51, 5S n., 61. 
Lang. Andrew, 120, 121, 12], I~, 

'26. . 
UlJ'4)'o",,- Srallla-SiU,.a, 161. 
La" .. , 6 1, 196· 
~iDIL'. fOllr bnnchn of, 10"., 

144 .... 145. 
Legends, rev~ving, 184~ S. 
Lkcllavi clan, ~ ), 4. 
LitJ~I)' .. t priest.!., 11 8. 
Liqllids for the kIDg'. anointment, 

171, 198. 
Local aIdJIinistJalion, l. 4· 
'-". W, 'S. 
L!idwiK, Dr., ' s, 4l. 
Luur 4yna5fy, 51 , 54. 
Lllte-players, .I 8S, 188. 

Macchi, 3-

l Macdonell, Prof. A. A., xiii, 8, ~o, 
12,26. 3' , 4], 11811., 19i . 

. Madhllrl ,60. 
r Madra, IS. 

-,.ladraka clan, ,. 
MagiLdbl people, 1. 

Magadhan empire, '3, 29-
MIlj!NwU I, z5 .• 
Magic, IOJ- 40, 15S, 184, 18$. "7 ; 

theory of evoluuon of klll&"h ip 
through. 106, 107. 110, 112, 127-
'0. 

M·"Ir."MlfmJa , "ii, vii i, i:t, xi, 6-8, 
11 , 16-8, ]O-~, 34, 36, 48, 50, 
8l~ 94, 97, 98. 'SI, 156, 177, 
196, 197,211. 

AlaA.IbIti,~la, 159. 174, wII, 209-
J/",ulfMclr.ll, I H . 
Mahikan;>in, 24}-
MuA:<1·lIIulr.d; 65. 
M a)4ndm..r, Ill, 136. 
MahipiLdma Nand .. , 44, 71 ... 
MaMnfj,', :fi i, 12, Ij, IS, 16. 
,~J lI!r.tfrdjlldllinJJa; f6. 
AI..nlframmll'lI~ "/4) 95; 96, .". 
A/"kdvlIS/" "~",, . .til'na, 94, 95 ... , 96. 
Alalldl 'ld,-, 171!. 199. 
M"lr.IIId,.a cup, 17z, 178, 180. 
MuAi"um cups, 191. 
.tI..Ju"{', 87. 
Maine. Sir Henry, 100, 10 1 " , 
MIli/rdl lanl'!", 166, ' 7~, 174-
,lla",.d)'(J~I·Sa~l~d, 87 . 
Mila~as. \, 8. 
Mallll, u",., ~ I . 
Malli people, 2, j. 
MaUaka clan, 2. 
Ma)lin ii.l ha, 8 •. 
Mal lei: lit Mlluas. 
Mat ...... , 66-
;'1f4luf,,1I~_, 15. 
Ml il(\hit f, :o, :1. 
M.u:llpur;t, ' &7. 
Manlharl, 53. 
M_wl'(ls, reCItal of, 46, II " 116-
M,'''/I'll.ids''., liS. 
Manld'P<lI'l!Qd, lS, 36, 37· 
M allrn'fan'IIId4;flr.yait_, 86. 
MlJJf/n", 84, 86, 
Manu, Vi ii, :10, lSJ 9S ... 
Mil,,", Li61lIs _/, 7, ~,so. 75" .. 7~, 

11 3, 116, 1)4, 146,1>1 48,1,52,1,56, 
114· • 

M ..... utcripu, CJ.talO(Des or, :OJ lIii. 
Manm, Dr. R. R., 1Ig.. 
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Mi,..,<J//),Il, 16.j, 166. 
Maruls, \i'D, 178. 
Marotta, 17.~, 21. 
Marutta A viqita, 19. 
Matriarchal ~y5tem. 101. 
Malsy:!. Simawb., King, 184-
Max Miitler, F., '34. 
Medicine-man, Ille, at a ll origin of 

kingship, TOT, un. 
Megasthenes, 4. 5, 9. h. 
Megha-R1\jll,1I4. 
Menzies, Prof. A., 121 - 2. 
Mill, James, 44. 
Ml,..dMttJ, li. 
Ml!ra, '54. 
Milhila, ,. 
Mitra, 166, 168, 170, 17:1. 
Mitra, Dr. F. L .. '1. 48 .. . 
Mitr .. Satya, '71. 
MonaKh),,2 , <)-23; 11& ... fudective, 

9, 10, 207 ; sovcrt'igllsdeposed or 
expelled, 10, II ; titles assumed, 
1l-15; epithets for paramonnt 
sovereigrn, 1~ : 7; name. of para
mount sove~i :ns~ 20-2; hcredi. 
tary monarclu~~.',2C 61, l'!:!atlOos 
between kll1g ansi council, 27; 
l'efal succes"on, 51--69; exduded 
pnnces,60-2; terml of kineship, 
62; • nominal' kings, 63, 67-9; 
kings killed when old and feeble, 
64- 6; education of the prince, 
70-4 j royal duties, 75, 148-<}; 
daily rolll ine, 76-83, 154; theories 
nf Ihe evolulioo of kin¥Ship, 91-
"J I ; deificalion ofkiogs , 116- 17, 
'45""9; Ihe king's anointment, 
171 -4. 1')6, 201; the coronation 
c:eremon),.1 9]-203· 

Moon, as a guardian dei ty, 147, 
148• 

MOTiyan clan, ]. 
Mote-balli , 3. 
MountaillS, 1Iiorship of, ISS. 
MucukullUa, 20. 
Mukcrjl, Prof. R. K., z:z n. 
Muzail'arnarar, 114. 1]6. , 
N5.bhliga, 21, 22. 
N"lardtilty,d'{a, 85, 86, 
Nabu ... , 21, 51. 
!'IandaM, zi . • 
Nirada, 17, 14· 
Nir.lYaJ}a, 161. 
NlfiUa, 86. 

Ne~/1', 119. 
Niciiolton, GeaeraI, '.,-, 138. 
Nlcyu, 14. • 
NlkkalSen: SUN1Cholsoa,c--aI. 
Nflakal1~a, 6, 31, 84· 
Nilgiris, 116. 
Nirrti, 168, 110-
Ni,.kla, 41, 42. 
AilillJayfiklla, ' 93. 19<), WI n. 

202 11 ., 203. 
Nysaians,5· 

Oldenberg, H., 43, 44 If., 113. 
Oligarchies, 8, 9, 106. 
Oreilai,5' 
Orissa, 117. 
Ox)'drakai : set K~udrnku. 

P,fltlg,l/a, 87. 89, l;ro. 
P"iica/)i/a offerings. 167. 
Paiicila, 2, 15. 
Paiicn faltlro, 85, _ 
Paiicitllalfiya. 1O<j. 
Pniicu.'ilfUa-Br4ltma~a, 4:lo 87. 
P~I)<.b-'·a$, x, 46, ~7 , 48, 62. 
P"l)du, 27, 51, 58. 
Piil),)y_Il, 22, 
Para Aln;lira, ' 9. 
Paramabha!li\raka. 16-
l'"ramdvara,"I6-
P ;" r .. -iara, ]0. 
Palik!;t, '97. 
PanpitrVlJ le~ends, , 84. 
Panfod, 24, 25, J~-7 · 
I'n"';'!},,,, B7, '10-
Parjanya, '13. 
l'iirlJ." "blations, '71. 
Pan'ata, 11. 
Pr":",,ircas, 1 ~9 
l'aiM·/mrot!ditZ, 171. 
I'atal",: ser Tauala. 
Pii.lava eikra Sthapati, I I . 
Path),li S~alli , 162. 
PaI,,[samyil}(fs oIferwg$, 165. 
l'alriarchalsYllem, 9ir101, 141. 
Paurii,l}ic pe:riod,.48. 
l'aJtravyd;mAllnlta, 86. 
Pau!/illll, 46-
l'avifra saai6ce, 161-"..a 
Pesta, rites for tbe extcrmiaation of, 

15S· 
Pbilguna. 16:1, 168, 182. 
PippbaUvana.]. . 
Pohtiea.l "1O,,!, ..IrIt~u, 1 and ..... 
Pollock, Sir rredcrick, 101. 
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FoD!I&ni river, 6,. 
J>toatkllr; 85,86-
PnsAtlr~4'!t!'M, 71. 
P~47· 
Prajlpati, 146, 165, 166, 17]. I~ 

,~ 190, 191, ' 94 , 196-
PnrI:r.mt4 obla.tiom, 18,). 
PraJ411r, 86. 
Pral1Aan, lOj. 
PraWUJ:)'40fferin,.1 6). 
Pr4ytlIIIY'iIi obWI0n:I6:l, 168. 
PrvYII}4M oblations, 176. 
Priests: daties and qu~ljfical.ion s 

0(,45-8; political power, 27~, 34. 
39-41. 48- SO; n~Tificial pnest.., 
38,40, 41. i<ee also tiro/"naM, 
~/u~a. . 

Primitive rru.n, 102. 
I'rrfAa-Slalm, 130. 
1'!1bi,192. 
P.rllfilirlloz sacrifice, 18 N., 19:. 
Prthll, 20. 21. 
J>l'Ovidenfi ... 1 vi, ilatioft. , rilef for lite 

prevention or relftovill of, 154-6. 
PunaraIJlfi!lk4 ceremony, ' i40 19), 

194, 200, 208, 209. 
l"unisnmenl, l io, 151. 
J>lInjab, 6.-
PII14.ftlS, xi, 20, JO, )1, 32, 5 1, 60, 

p.;5"', 'S7, 184,.185. 
rilJ'1!4lfllh~ 168. • 
Pur,IIita (roy.1 priest) . 38-50, 84, 

86, 87. 1'40, I&), li8, 11}6; cere
mony for appointment, 18, 31), 
191; d\lt;es, 38, 46-8, 152, 1 H, 
17S, 200-3; spintual power. 31), 
390 41 , 11 7; adviser to Ihe ki"¥, 
21S 'I., 38-41, 195; limit to hIS 
polilitlLl fp'lielj 3S, 39, 41, H7 ; 
orij:ilPtiftLc P"'-rl>Ait .. ~ip, 41- j; 
dei fiQlion,14i. 

PIIN, 51, p , 6 1, 62, 1'}6. 
PUNbtu, 19-
PUrUra1'U, Xl. 
PIJ.N1I_,dlla :16, 89. 
PUJiln, 16:, I~ 170, 1801. 
Pu~hkan, 'J9. 
Putkali va1a, 60. 
P"'"lP' llLQ'ifice, 46. 

r 
Quibcue, 64. 

Rain and. maikal pn.clicu, II J- lj , 
uS, 130, 131, 136, Il7, 1)4- 5. ' 

Rdja.-DflarHla-KaruJu ha, 6;z. 
Rdj4dJlinlja, xU. 
oiUjagrh", 29. 
Nlljaw' r, II. SU King-makers. 
'tit jan, j; u , I S, 87. 
NIl,f'tvcya, 41, 87. 
RiJar.lja, 16. 
N'fluQya ceremony, 11 , IS. 11. IS. 

21,,.6,143,1490 159"til, 16H-77, 
1!p, 193. '94, Xto, lO~, 209, alH. 

Nilila, I ~, 15. 
Rlf}yd61"Ill:a ceremony, 159, 193-

l Oj, 110, 21 1. 
Rakj03.5, 184· 
Rima, K, 9, H, 46, 51, H, 54, H " .• 

s6. ~2, 196, 197, '09, l lo. 
R.i.rnu:andra, 56, 57, 217-
Rima-rima, 3 and n. 
Rima toUflj:aveya, -to. 
Hdmlt.1" '1tl, yi ', 9. 26, 27,31, 34,46, 

53, 54, &), 83, 8S, t:6, 1,36, 156-
H16, l<ti, 209, 21 7. 

Rantideva, 21. 
l(d/lnfnlo./Jd/a, §s.
Raiho,ttJ;a., 8Q • .'.r . 
R"IAa'l.~. 
RiJI"al/avil, I_ he, I I, 169-70. 
"'alliiN, I I, ~ 169,1 70. 
JUlie), pror. 1'., 12) . 
Ri~.:l. 
ReHgiOlllllnd ma,ic, 110- 1 ~. 114" 27, 

1) 7.." ISS, IK., 185, 217; and 
pol itleallile,142- 2 18. 

RUeT\'oir. , j. 
kest·house.., ) . 
IJr· Ptt/a, 8, I~, 42, 43, 146, 181 , 

Ih, 184. :wo. 
I;k: see Q{"Vtda. . 
~!'iIbha Y1JhaIU~ 190-
J:tfYa.jm,a,l]6-
l!/Vi):I,I94· 
~olJ\lL~a, 1,36. 
nudl'3, 14, 170, 
Rudra p ajupaJi, 171. 

Sa1::>a.rcu,5· 
SabA4, 24-7,)6, 48, 15}O 
SabA"-Qlra, '4, 2 j, :J6,. 
s aM4dA.1dltl, 8s. 86-
StrJAtJ..p4/a, 24, ' s. 
SaM"-,,,ui , 24, 25. 
StrJU-ltW. 24-1. 
S!6MIl-"dm, '7. 
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So<oW, ,. 
~6.ti&l ceremoniu, xiii, 17, ~I, 
~.J8-4I. ¢. 4,.65-7. 114,1 16, 
"1. US, 146, 141; 149, IS~, 155-". !:iacrificial sword, 175. 

Su.u, 1604. 166, 167. 1,/1. 
Sldbya.s, 25. 
S;ap.r.. 20, 2'. 
StUlulutiJus, 16¢ 
Slldy. dan, 3. 
Saba, I.¢-
SIJIMi4r'f-1Jralll, tl3. 
Sliva kingdom, 59-
Salya, 210-
StlMaJ/arlr, 86. 
SIJMMI. Ia •• 185_ 
SflMtIIIla, 15 • 
..... AyJq., 113. 
SfbfunJidA4_-Brd/ull~, 114. 
Salllbuu.i, S. 
Sllpdlpani, x. 
S~raJi, 24. 
S"1!'graAUr, 87. 88, 170, 193-
Sa,.,lt.j/ds, ,8. 
Sa..mrka, :11. 
SIJ_4{ayajJ4, .z.., 
SaM/ii, 24, 25. 1 h ' """",.,. 
Sl.lpkri~i. 21. 
SNllnJj. n , 14. IS. 
S4.tMdgfJ, I), 14< 
SiJ'!UU,IJ,46. 
Sa.mudr:agupta, 6. 
SalJlvaru, I,. 
SaTUilt.y4 service, 80, h. 
S4MJtA4~_-G_mJ'(J.S{;IYII. 1)6. 
StJ;'kIllJYlJna-Srall//l.SiUrn, 159. 

161. 
StvlllidJul1r, 85. 86. 
SafltaIlU, 10..0. 51. 
!>:IUIJUlrlr8: su MOIe·hailL 
StJlfIi nte, 199-
SWilIl,46. 
Sarabha, t¢ ' 
5&r&l\l.II, riVf'.r, ,62, 171. 
SaruVi.U, Gviml Bblskl.rlnandajr, 

11 1. 
Saf'jxnliJJ'~, 18.4, 18S· 
S"""ahAtllllIUI, IS. 16. 
Slrylta, 11. 
SabbiDdo,21. 
5dslrtu, 75. 80, 83, 940 91· 
S';ttt, ~bhim·bnptdhylya Pa.ax!it 
. H..-phsJd, 95 II. 
SltiAika. 17. 
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TrindJ. Prof. Rltne.l)(jn "SUlIq,., ," ~ 
Tty&tU1}II Traic!hllv, Aik,vlka, 40. 
Tura Klv.~y .. I], . 
·Tru:4l .... B41>ari, 66. 
i'Yaflr, ,67· 

V;lc, , 63. 
Vaideh. KarlLt , ll. 
Vaiclila, 6 f. 
V .... ~jJc1. f). '4-
VIliJ4141/1J, viii, 2 II. 
Vai'lII,4· 
V .. w.rji" .. offen!)l', 164-
Vailra\'a'1a., f46-
VIIl'hMtlnl .. ohlatioGa, 168, H11. 
V.i~vill:ua. 169-
Vail," caste, lI, 36, -', 143, lH, 

1]30 1790 180. 192, 1500, :rol. 
VaiJ),,,·Grd,,,_', 8f. 
Vdjo.fM7" ceremony, 18, 160, 161, 

162, I17-1I,Ig:. ' . • ~ 
"~"'jJrlUlrfJlUI/"lJ oblalwn., 180. 
V. ", 2.. '. 
V a Dllbhya, .s. 
Vali, 21. 
V&f!I'l, 2. 
Varthamihira, ISJ. 
V"rlfd, vii, X, ". 
V'fUJila, 147. 148, IlS, J66, 168-ZO' 

11', 113, 196, ~II. 
VanltI& A.d.i!),&, 14 • 
V~ I>harulapali, '71. 



v.,.,.... ........ .,. 
Vaa,d5. ; 
v.~ water, 16). 

'Yo • " ~96. 
v'ui ,~\1, 40, 430 46, 47. n.54-
Vuu .47. 
Vhudeva (deity). So. 
Vuumanas, 20. 

V"~14. 
V11.lpl, ". 
V4v4I4.87. 
Viyu, 169, 1'}6. 
Vda'Iigw, xi. 
Ve4aa, the, ix, xi, 24, 42-6, 75, 78, 

19. 11 5, 152, '55, ,61, 184. 185, 
194, :202. 

V6dt', I 99-
Vella, II. 21. 
Vibht,., 196, 197. 
Vicitravlrya, 1960-
Victoria, Queen, 1I7'f38. 
VidlJlka, ~. 
Vidah,. cb,n, -4 j king tit. 44-
Vidura, 27. 
V ij~ya, u. 
Vikmmadity~~-W.68. 
ViUage oomniuro'll'5I'{jj,..,Li 
VI~-Ao""<I 'oblatNn. 107. 
Vlnfj,·,S· 
ViI'as.87. 
ViIi.P.27· 
ViSilik,a. Jo. 
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