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PREFAOE 
This book contain. the serics of len leetutCfl dtlli.ered 

by me on the "Evolntion of Indian Polity" lIuder th6 
Presidency of tbe Hon. Dr. Sir Aso~h Mookerjeo. Freei. 
dent of the Con neil of the Post.Gratlnate Sludiee in Arts 
at the Calcutta. Univl>ll'flity in the months of March and 

April UH9. The first stage in the evolution, &II detailed 
in the fir8t lecture, is found I1niver~al anti I.. IDch it 
requires no additional proof. The Institution 4. Elective 
Mona.rchy of Ba.ehelor kings ht!gottcn by priellts on .. 
fami" of queens or COWl as they arc called, is p8Cui;ar to 
loJi.; and uo otller nation bas as yet boon found to have 
pasll6d through the institution of bachelor kmge to heredi_ 
t&ry monarchy which forml tho third-stage in t.he evolu­
tion of Indian polity. 111.11 these st&ges, the monarchiCl'l 
element 8eems to have b~u under the powers o[ the PeoplM~ 
Assembly compose:1 of prieRts, nobll!S {ltAjas}, tratlen and 
Agriculturists (Vis). As stilted io the Mtman~ Sutru 
of Jaimini. the king bad no PI)\ver over IlI.lld, and Wall 

entitled ooly to -kth of the ploouce. 1 Banilhment or 
degradation of kings was one of the constitutional checks 

frequently employed for the prevention of the kiDga' 
extravagant proceedings a.nd ¥a.mbPrhg aDd other vtce.. 'I 
The same eonlt;tutional "hecic seems to have hem. 
employed even in 1Ihp. f~w Buddbist republica that 
prevailed sidl'l by Bide with monarchical inlltitution •• 
What 1I~"kingl, diltioguishes Iodi" from the other 
oonlempor.ry nations ;n the application. of sneb ooolti­
tationr.l .checks loa baoiBbment or degradation 01 tyl'allIue&.I 

• 8M Appelldill C • 
• Appoc.diJ: A. 
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lringe is it. ealm mod pMCeful procedure ILl contrasted 

wi~ ille bloody ref'Qlutioos ac~ompaoied with horrible 
deeiruetion' of per.~on and property in other nations. 
It is Atmamedha, aIRo called prAyopa. •• or the vow of 
a.bItilieD.Oe to de&th on the pa.rt of tb~ people en 1JIfUMi 

tilllbe removal of the callse of their grievances. 
[The fourtb stage in ~he evolution seems to have been 

the D&mma-Ch.kn or Empire of Righteousness of the 
Jainu and tbe Buddhists. The rile of Jainism and 
Buddhilm in IndiL is not merely a. religious revolt againat 
the Brlhmanic animal aaeri6ceN but an indirect and per­
.uasive appl.J in Vedic kin~fo! t<.o abstain from their bloody 
warfare and animal sa.crifices. Unlike the French revolu­
.ioll aDd the American. Wa.r of Independence for aVao', 
rigbta of equalfty, fra.t.ernity and liberty, the direct1y reli­
giolJl and in.directly_political propaganda of the Jain. and 
the Baddbiabl proclaiming equality and frAternily of men 
load charity to Ulan and bcut alike all the socia-political 

side, and control of passiona and renunciation of the world 
for Nirvana or finlJ. em~[lcipa.tioD on the spiri~\lal side has ' 
with DO destruction of property and periOD converted 
India iato· a r-oeftll Damma-Cha"kka or Empire of 
RighUloUIneu and moral law 011 the ruins afold BrAhmanic, 
Instit.otionp, swept off the land w l,.etber with their direet · 
privileges and prero-lHt,ivea) This Dhamma-Chakka i. 
followed in its tUrn by the revival of old Draviq,iao 
monarcbica.\ institutions uOOm- the cuntrol of · Br'lnq.~ . -
priesf.tt and ministerd and privilegell cutes, as deaired by 
the· politicilLn. of the KlLntilya p~riod . The Andhru in 
Central India and the Pandyas, Cholas aud Kerat.. in the 
Sooth stoOd iou much need of the 8uPllOrt of the BrAhm .... 
for their reTrVa! &8 the latter in neod of the support of the 

A.ppelldb: B. 
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DraYidians for the. revint of their Vedic cnlto1'e and in­
mtlluon. £in the Ve~ic and. BrAhmanic literature the 
Aryan m.on.reb 6;tl.ued as 8. K81~tra or AOldillr paid ~~ 
with bali or ~ in the fllrm of agricultural prodlll?P f8~ 

.prol.eotiOD of person and }lfoperty of the people &gUild: 

enemies. In the BuddhiBtic literature lie was Gana.dua~ 
onervant of the Buddhist Sangha fed by -At}). of th. 
agricultural prodnoe of the people. }I'or hi. guilt, if .any, 
be W8. li.ble to banishment, .del:radatioQ or even tbe, 
gallows. A moo.reh of sncb limited power coilld. never be 
thought of .. a reliable aupporl. of Brlhmanic culture jUlt 

reviving or almost revived. The old Dravidialls who had 
bitherto been reguded a, \r risllalas or perl'Olil pf 8Mra. 
birth could sca.rcely afford shelter to BrAhmanic cultore. 

It wy therefore necessary to devi!'8 a new theory of 
monarchy and invesl the Dravidian king-It -with the right 

¢. SArnbhaumatvr. or power over an t\18 lantl· and people, 
u opposed to the old theory or tbe MifnAnsakas that the 
kiug has no right of ownenhip o'/t'r Ia.nd or pMpJe. , A 

new theory of theocratic monarchy making the king'lI! 
person divine and investillg him witll power over Illnd and 

people in virtue of hill building tempJee and fletting up 
of idols of gods in the (;emlllu!! with rich endowment. hu 
been .coonlingly devi,ed by the Bhatt. &ehool of tbe Iatet 
Mimt08&kas (8th century oDwards)1arul is thus stated in 

the fi1'lt Dtdhiti of the RAjadharmi'kal1.t.abha by Anantha. 

den. BOO of Khalldadeva, the aqthor ·of BhAtiadipjk~. o!, 
the Mimanaa ~o.tras ;-

4' In the SrlbhlgaV1lt.ha the king ia said to acquire hia 

right of owneNlhip of land ')f 0.11 kind. (Sarvapraklra. 

bhClmia ..... mya) only in virtue of hiB having set up idol. of 
god.. • He aoquirell ownerflhip of all the land in virtue of 

• 
• 11. Aaotellt H~t.orl or Iud;, by a. G. Bball!lubr. 
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hi. letting idoll..,f gods, tA the three l'ft'lI'ld. in virtue of 
hi. eieotin, .. temple; of the .bode of Brahm. in ·virtue of 
lUi making endowment. for the wOrship of gom. i and he 
w1n attain equality with me (God Kriabna) in virtue of 
his perfonDanoos of tbe above three? Likewlae in the 
Vitbnudharm.ottara :_1 Kings dellirollS of attaining to 
heaven shou.ld in the Ka1i age set up new citie. after 
erecting temples! Here the word cities impliee villages 
ud fortified towna llio. The Vel'1I6 quoted from the 
Bbigavata lay. down that .. king who is desiroull ofaoquir­
iDg o"nership of the citiea, villa"."t!fI, town, .. ad the like, 
which he eatablishes, IihoDld at first erect terllplea. Who­

I!'i'et ia del.iro1J8 of acquiring IDcb ownership in 1'irtue of 
hi. being anointed Ilo8 a king shall also erect palace and 
other buildiog'l at first. Hence it is that in flDUms. ... ting 
the duti .. of .. king, the erection of tom pies, palacN and 
the like are enumerated firat. In the verse of the BUga-• 
vabt. the king is said to lI.C({uire his o\,nerahiV of all th. 
l&nd in virtue oC his aetting up idols of gods and templ('fl. 
In thi9 connootion there crop up two alternativea : whetber 
the word 'mah'ipAl .. ," king' in the verse me&na a pel"8Ol1 
who i. already exercising bit royal duties a.s atated in the 
pM.'; facie view in t·he Jaimini's MiDlAnd. Satra t 

or any other llerBOD of the ruling cute, &II stated in 
tbe conclusion of. t·he commentary on the same fIlt~ r 
It taDOO!; be the fiJ'lt meaning, for in that case there can . -, . 
be DO nece.,nty for tbe &uolD~ment of Bocb a peNOn. 

Nor ill the eJ't!Ction of templo, etc., the duty of a penoll 
wbo is r.lrea.dy exercilling hiB royal autiM, for bis exercu.e 
of hi. royal d\ltiH is depeudent on his acquisition of tb.t 
power iEl. virtue of bis erection of temple. or the like. 
Nor O&D it be the second, i.e., any penon of the ruling 

I II. 3. S. 
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cute, fur ' in that cue the OOQatract.icn of ~b.ces .nd 
tempI_, etc., which ean be undertaken by ioU, ilTfllpeeti\'e 
of cute aod creed, would become a special dllty of Uie 
lUhatriya caste. Not so j for though the erection-of 
paJacM and temples in general be undp.l'taken by .11~ ttill, 
the conttruetion of temples and palloCt.'iI prior to the work 

of laying out citi8l, and villages can be rega'ldeJ u .. 
special dnty of .. person of Kahatriy. caste in view of 
acquiring tbe tight of IOvereigntY. Ia fact only IlIcb .. 

pef'lOD as is l~ of bInary, martial courage and 
other manly qualities befitting him to b8 .. capable pro.­
tector of people i~ taken u worthy of being anointed as 
.. king. Hence like qualities lucb as braver!, courage, 
and capacity to proteet, the construction of tempJe. ADd 

olb. buildings befit" .. penon to be .. 80yereign of the 
people." 

(There i. no doubt tha.t thi. new !heor; al theocratic 
tDODarcby wal universally acceptod in India in mediaeval 
period. The e.l:istenee of .. great number 01 tempi. in 
t.be ruined capitals of allcient. kinga in India, tllpcci.Uy io 
the l>lIkhan. proves it beyond doubt. It h .. been UIUa] 

with historiAns to reprd this form of monarchy &8 dtlllpotia. 
But I doubt whether the temple-buildera of the mediaeval 
period were so despotic •• they were believed to have 
been. A. a matter of fact e1£ective religioul I't'9fraint aod 

Priestly domina.tion lieem to have bku the cba.ra.cteriltio 
" f.Loree of Indian mOllarebi. in general. and of mediaet'al 

It&t. in special. With this last step eDds the evolution 
of Indian polity. hav"ing ita gnl'wth arrested. by lIaha. 
u:.dan cooquut of India ill the' North. while in the Soutb 
a balDbel' of fljndo JUngs vied with each other in eltabJilh. 
ing their IOvereigo right. by .tudding tbo laDd "ith 
fielDl'_' It il true that we regret to mi., lOch • .,. 
aDd 'ewitcbing ' words .. Equality. Fraternity, Liberty, 
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Self-detenninatiou aud tile like in thl! politicai hiatarr 
oflDdi ... Yet lam -inelined to ·betlie,'a th.t lioch reli­
giou. and -moral resh.in ' 8 .. 8eJf..deni.l, Conquett or 
the'Six Panioos, Preparation (or Mokaha. or Nirvana by 
IIIDuncia-tiCD frequently preached to the pri~ce and the 
]lIDQJ' alike were scarcely leal powerful than the CODStitU. 
tional and legal checks of Western nations of modern times. 
How far the modern coDatitutiooal chee'b based more on 
utilitArian tha.n ethical 1Jrinciplee are preferable to religiou. 
or philosophical restraint. which are applicable to .. n is 
.. queation yet to be decided] 

I shan be guilLy of ingratitude if I close the preface 
withol1t aclImowleJging my thankfulness to Sir ABUtoah 
Mookerjee, the President and Founder of POIt.Graduate 
Studies in Aria in tbe Calcutta Univeraity. for hill kind 
invitatiotl to me it .. great dilltallce from C,,1euUa to read 
a Mel of lecldrea on 8ubjeeta connected witt. tbe Artba-

• .. tra io that Jnstitut.iou which if! unique awl t.he only 
one of it. kind in Indi.. I confess that in my oaturaJ:1y 
ready respon~e to his gpnerous invitation, I have fallen 
far sbort of what was exppcted or me as the discoverer 
and translator of the Kantili)'a Arlbuutra. For this I 
beg to apologize to tbe worthy President of the Council 
of Post-Graduate Sf ndies 8S well as to the world of 
lIebolan at large. My thanks are also due to t.lle Senate 
of the Calcutta Univrrsity for the publication of my 
lectures. 

MnQ)l1~. } 

fAIf IOtA. 8eptnd". 1920. 
R. S. 
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EVOLU'fION OF INDJAN POLI'I'Y 

LEOTl' Rll J 
• 

'l'UIBAL S'I'ATE O~· SOCIETY 

It. is chiefly to woman tha.t 11111.11 OIVOIl hi>l ci);ili"lIt.ion. 

Such of her 1la.\,1I1'1101ILll : ~litit':l IPtS ~WCl!tll&;", Ilt!3.ut.\· 1\11(1 love 

l>eem to hltove illfused <)1' aWR.k,m6li ill him the 41111"lil'll'5 
• that are ll00tHfllIor,\' fnl' sociability . 'l'j~kill~ ""\"'IIolllag'C flf 

the natnral feeling' of lov,~ which mau has fill' woman, 
sht! seem~ to have bnmg'ht. him lIWltll"'hCI' ;ulluoucc and 
taught him the art of exkmlillg' thR.l lov(' lil'"t towlI.l'lls 

her OIVIl cllilrh,·n and l1f1xt to hel' t1i.itant hlood.rdation>s, 

While this is ali mHch trim of belt.'1U1 KilJ hirrJ,:, fhe ,Iilfer· 
enct: betwceu bca:;~ ami bi.'\ls 011 lhc olle hllouJ al.d mall 

ou t.he otber li,'s in hi,. rctelltin' memor,'" ami hill na.1.ural 
capacity to rel)l'8.t in wOrUl\nd action t,h~ impl'e!'sirJllIi made 
on hill memory. 'l'hi~ na.tural gift of memory lI.ull tongue 
woultl have enabled him to c\'olvi! lIIule. thc inflllen{:e of 

woman knowingly or unknowingly .. kiud of s.x:iety con­
genial for the exercise of his natural talenUl. But the brute • 
force which man has itl common with heasUl to actillirc 

and carry oS t.11I) object of hi,. liking, whether ,,,omau 
or food, seelIlB tv ba. ... (' disturbed him very much in hi", 
coosciou~ or un('On~ciont; atu-mpt to liv~ a. ~ial life with 
his woman 01' women and children, In the earJ,~l:Itagcs of 

&OCiety • like a bout seem" to have fought with man 

for woman or food. 
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EVOLUTION OF INDIAN POLITY 

-
LECTUItE I 

-
'l'ltlnAL S'l'A'l'E OF SOCIE'L'Y 

It ill chiefly to WOffiR.n that Wa.1I oWeS hi:; ci~lisation. 

Such of her I1l\t\11'&1 llUlt.litie:l y.~ I'lWcct-neBlI, beauty ",nd love 
seem to bave inflaed or aWA.kenoci in him the qUl\lilit.'S • that are neceSMr.v for ~ociability . 1'acing Mlva.ntagc of 
the natuml feeling- of lov~ which man has fOl' woman, 

she seems to ha.ve brought him UIl,lcl"her illJitleUCtl and 
Laught him the art of extendiug' tha.l. love JirHt. towlU'l.ls 
hel' owu childl't'n allu next. to her fli,;(.allt blOOfI·reIAot.ionl:l. 
While this iJ:i 88 milch true of be"",t,q Bud birdll, lhe !Iifter­
ellet! bet.weeu bea.~U! anu binIs 011 Lhe OIlC halIlllillll Ulau 
ou the otber lies ill his retenti\'c memory and hi!! nat.ural 
e&pacity to repeat in word and action tht! impl1h'~ioIl9 made 

on his memory. Thill nai.uml gift of memol'Y and tongue 
wouM have ('naLlfld him to c\'olve uudelj, thc infineoce of 
womao koowingly or unknowingly .. kiua of society oon­
gebial for tbe exercise of his natural taJenbl. But the brute • 
force which man hili! ill common with Leutl:l to acquire 
and ca.rry 0:5 the object of hit,; liking, wbetbtlr woman 

or food, seems to baye disturbed him very much in his 
eon8Ciou~ or UhCOD/iCiom< attempt to live a ~ial life witb 
hit woman or women and cbildrell. In the early.lltaget of 
eociety • like a beast leem8 to have fought witb man 
for woman or food. 
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This kind of herd life seems to be' as true of human 
IOciety in ita earliest stages 8JI of bt'a8h even now. It 
iloodl no proof that if human society once eIi llted in ,.nch 
a. rude aud undeveloped for~ 8.11 thill, it was in tha.t stage 
maternal or matriarchiesl rather than paternsl or patri~ 

archica1. At tlli~ stage of society it. 'Was not po£=sible for 
• 

children to recognise t.hcir fat.llor I\JI easily R.8 their mothel" 
who sucked, protet¥d, and maintained t·hem. The proof 
for this lies ill the fact tbat. cuildl't!u once went. by 
their mother's IIams instead of by t,beir f"ther's namt', a. 
practice quite opposih' to what DOW Jlrevails. Worns 
such as D8oi1\'1Io8, SOilS of Diti, Vainatcyas, snus of Vinata, 

Ktdrave~&!IJ' sons of Kaclru, Anjancya, gOIl 'of AujanA, 
Jlbala, son of JA.ba.ln, and Jal'at kAra, Ion of J&.ratklru are 
ta.ken as indicative of the uncertainty ot the real 8egetter 
and of the. UllllcttlecJ condition of the society which ren­
dered promi~e\lit.r among womell a nee<lssal',l" eviL I The 

LAt,rAyana Sraum Slit" Imd tht' NidA.nll. Sli.lra uC the 
Sima Veda furnish a st.ill mOl'e relia.ble proof of llromil>­

clIity of early women thlll this, In I. 3, 11-19 tbe 

UtyAYPlla Smuts. lays UowJl that in Agni!;htoma SaUro. 

and other ~crjfi~e;;'the Subrahmanya. JlrieRt should, while 
singing the Snbrahmll.lIJII. litauy enumerate the names of 
the father, gramlfathcr, amI ~rell.t-gralld-fatber as well a.8 

of the son, g:rall~lKIll, and great-grall(!-wu of the sacri­
flcer, After inquirWg after the reason for the enllmer&­

tion of such namee, the Nidll.na ~ut"' (Ill. S) saye 18 

followa :-
"Woml'O are of dieorderly conduct. He, the lIaClificer, 

here before divin~ and buman witnellSCR, decllU't'S after 
mounting the !II&(>ritici.l car the Dames of theo5e whose 
deecendavt he 'ie as well as the Dames of thoee whom ho 

--------------- -- - - ------
, ho1, Brit., Vol. LX,}IV, 20-26. 



I.) TRIllAL SUTE OF SOCIETY s 

calls his own descendants, lellt King Soma may mount hi. 
l'M' (and not come down)." 

The Mah .. bhnrata furni.bOl a still clearer proof of th~ 
in the legeud of S"et-akt"tu (Adiparvlto, Cbapter 128, 
Kumbbi\kolla ~uition) :-

<I }'ormerly women were lIot. conlilled il\ their bOU8et1 

and dependent on h,,~b&nds and other relative!!. They usetl 
to f.,rf1 about fl'eely (mjoyillg 8.8 1>8ll"llil.!aaed them. They 

dill 1I0t. then !Where to theIr llUsbandR faithfully and yet 

they wert' not regarded sinful, for that, watl the sanctionetl 
custom of tIll! t.imes. 'l'hat. "!pry ell.slom iii followed to 

this day b,Y biHl .... and be..'t!ll~ without any cxh~bjtion of. 
1~lou.~y, 'rbat. practice, ::;anctiolled hy proocdent;, is 
applatWeU by great RiFlhis. The practice is yet. rtl,78.rdetl 

with retlpect a.lllong~t the NOlthern KlU'm'. Indeed, that 
cllstom, 80 1~llient 10 women, hM the sanetioll of autilluity. 
The present practice (of woman beil1~ confined to one 

IJIl l>ooml for life) has bePn clltllo'Jlished but lately. I shall 
tell thee now in ,leta;l who cdabli!!hed it and why. It. bas 
been heard by IIIl I.hat theTp. was a grer.t Hishi named 
llddalaka. He hall a tlOIi called:.,§.vet..htu who W&!I .ls(O 

a.n ascctic of merit·. 'l'ho present virt,llou~ practice WIWJ 
ll&tabJilihed by that ~hetaketu in angw, Heal' thon the 
r£'a.8on fo.' his anger, One day, in the presence of Sveta4 
kat-u's fatlu:lr, Il Brahmana came and Molding Svetaketu's 
mother by the hand. toll} her-' Let 1ft! go.' BehoMing his 
mother I\cized by the hand apd taken away apparently by 
foroe, the lion, moved ~ wrath, became very indignant. 
~eeing ·his son indignant Udds.laka addressed him and 
aaid,-" Be not. angry. 0 Son I Tilis ill the practice 
B&DctiQned by antiquity. Women of all. ordera in this 
world are free. 1ust lLi cat.tle are situated so we human 
beillgB, 100. within t,h~ir retlpective orders. Svetaketu, 
however, di8l.pproved I)f this custom and established 
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in the world tile Pf'Neut practice both, for mem and 
women. 

The convo_tion of Gautama. with Satyabm& Jabam 
.. ~nt t.be unoertaint.y of the l .. tte~e parentage, .. narrated 
in Chbaudogp.. IV. 4, 5, is another in~ pointing to 
the MIne concluBion. 

I shalt bve oocaeiOD to apeak. in connection with the 
origin of K.ebatriyllo8," of .. Vedic in8titution of queens or 
cows with no marriage"tie, 8. cu.rom on which the peculiar 
cuatom of the Nain of ~ .. bar seems to bAve been founded. 
Among the N~N the woman TiVe8 with her mother or 
brother or in other CUlC8 baa. hOUBe of her own 'where she 
lI806ivea bot huab.nd. "No Nair knoWJI his-father, and 
every man loon upon hi!' tlitoter'l children lUI hill heirs," 
(Rochon.n, II. 4.12). 

Therie are Itrong evidellC811 to prove tb.t thE! family 

BVtltem among the Aryaul of India 01' among tbeir prede-­
~N ~A ~f yC:re rather ma.Ulroal or matriarehical than 
patern.J. or patriarohical and that it was due to the inabi. 
lit.y of woman to defend herself againllt her ravillher and 
II. peculia'!' kind of mO!'l.lllense on the Illott of men. 

From thilllit!entiou8 or disso}ut.e ltate of society in 
which safety of penon and property was out of question, 
the next IJtep in the evolution of lIocibty lleems to I~e 
been the ro~tion of a defensive and offeulivl union 
of men and wornet. as a protective mfalUl"e. A number 

of aettlementll or unio~s of men and women _tnll to have 
arilen in various place. under t O?IDmoD appeUation, Gal}&. 
lana, or Kula. Each 0.1)& or Jana "seem. to hue .Ktopted 
I. di«erent ladge or be.nner of an animal. plant. or bUd .. 
ita distinguishing mar' and .. a devfue .howing the mI*­
nority or inferiority in bravery of ODe G.qa to the oIber. 
It is a .t.oWl ooinoideuoe that though widel,. I6parated 
from each other. different oommDniti. Of triJ?e1 (of ... ; 
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appear to have adopted .imilar ~ or totem. as they 
are termed. hy et¥"qgraph~f'I1. The totem names of the 
North AmericlLD tribea of Senecu ... re aaid to be wolf, 
bear, turtle, beaver, deer) sniptl, heroD, and ha.wk. TIe 
1lam8 names ·.re wd to prevail among other tribe. knoWQ 
as CaYYga8, Oueiw, Mob.wh, and the rest.' The totem 
'names thr.t 166m to have once prevailed among tile Aryan. 
of India are horse, l'lephant, goat, serpent, dog, (!ai, rat, 
CiIW, buft'alo, tiger. u6('r, monkey, 1\00, mungooae, eagle, 
owl, orow, cock, peacock. banner, smoke, lion, dog, bllU, 
lUll, elephant, and the like. 

Tbere is roli.ble evidence to prove tbat the early AryanB 
were divided into as many tribe. &II are indiaatld by the 
oamee of the beastd, birds, and other objects mentioned. 
ILbove.- It ill an immemorial CuaU>Ol wit.h the Hinrlul 
ge·uera.lly that the Buihbility of a proposed marriage match 
IIhould be baaed upon day, gen., .nu oth'er utr"logie.1 
harmonies between the bride a.nd the tridegroom. 'l'here 

• • are .. mlloDY p t\,enty harmonies or Kdt&f'l, &Il they are 
called, to be ascertained, before the I8Jootion of a bride or 
bridegroom is decla.red. acceptable. The mOAt historically 
thou:;=b not astrologically important Kt\tu or barmonit:!! are 
the (1) Gal,lakaf.a, or tribe-harmony, (2) the Yonik6~ or 
.".,.i8ll:harmony. (8) the Palr:ahikt1f.a or bird.harmony, 
(4) tbi Bhntaka.t;a or elementAl harmony, (lIi) Ayak4t:- or 
P1'Olperity ha.nnony, (6) VarnakC\~·or I'!l .. or easte har. 
mODy. and (7) Gotrak6.~a or hm:\y harmony. The way 
in which t.bN8 harmoDiea .-e to be found ont ill thua ex· 
plained in the Kmm~t. (Cbapter TIl). 

Of the 2' da,., 80me nine .tan are asaignad to 
Dev~ •• or oel.tial tribe.Io 'lOme .tIler nine to Babbua­
.~ .. . 01' deraon tri_, and the remaining nine to human 

• I:i.or. Bri,-. Vol. 1%, p . .,. 
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tribes. It is ruleJ that if both the bride and the bride­
groom have birth-ataI'tl belonging to the Qme tribe, ~bey 

IlI'f said to ha.ve Gal)a,..barmony. Theile bi-rth-ltarll Ilhould 
never beloog to inimical t-ribes 8uch 18 demoniac and 
human, in which case the proposed mAtch should be 
givf!ft uJP. 

The Y~niko.~a or apecies-ha.l'mony is thas expla.iued :­
Tbe Speci!!8 are t¥6n to be fourteen :-(1) borse, 

(t) el'phant, (8) goat, (4) "'I"nl, (oj dog, (6) cat, (7) ",t, 
(8) cow, (9) buffalo. (to) tiger, (ll) deer, (12.) monkey, 
(13) lion, (14) mungoose. These together with their 
females are m&de 28. Of the '!.7 lltars, made i~to 28 with 
tlie a.dditioil of the Abbijit, one lltar i. &l!signed to each 
of the 28 species, male ami female. It is ruled out ,.that 
the oou()le shoulll h4ve their birth-stars belonging -to the 
same apreies '\I' such difl'el'ent spt'Ciss as are not. na.turally 
inimica.l to each othn . 
.. Similarly to each of the live birds lIueh as, e~le, owl, 

crow, cook, "nu peacook, some ti~c "nd fiv(1 stars are al~ 
signed and to the second "ud thinl bird one more star is 
also auigned to ma.ke up t7. If the couple are found to 
have such birth.sta.rs 1.8 are assigned to the llilome bird, they 
are said to have bird-hamlony. 

Likewi,le the 27 stal'l:l are djll~illgllillhed Among the 80-
called five elementH, efrth, air, water, fire and ether. It 
i. ruled that the birlb-st&rs of tile collple sbouJrl belong to 
the s&me or frie\ldly elemenb, but ne~er to inimical 
elements. 

To find out Ayaldl.t;a or pr(\8pcrity~ba .. monYJ the astro­
loger i, directed to proceed &8 follows :-

The eight cardinal points, East, South-EMf;, South. 
South-Wen, Wea~, North-West, North and North-EMIt 
a1'e deaignatJ. by the namea, ft.g, smoke, JiO? dog

l 
bun, 

'-, elepbant and erow. Out of the 27 .tan, three, three 
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stars lola -assigned to each of the cardinal points and the 
remainiog three stars are added to the tiI'llt three pointe, 

one t.o each, thue making up 27. The poinb with their 
names being marked on the eircumference of & circll, 
the fifth point, counting from any initial point, i8 consi_ 

dered to be the enemy of the first. The birth-stars or tbe 
couple are coDaidered to be in harmony, if th~ do not. 
belong to inimica.l poiuts. 

The class or caste-harmony is thu' expl&ined :-

..some three zodia.ea.l signs are aBlSigned to Brahman 
class, some thl"OO to Kshatriya cIa"'lI, some three to Vaisya 

. and the remaining threo to Suilra. If /JIB birt,h signs of 

the bride and brillegroom &re of t,i1c iSa.me clas~or if that. 
of the bridegroom ill of hig-her class than that of the 
bride, .hey are said to be in cJ~-harmony. 

'i'be Gotta. or family hal"mollY is expl .. ined Il.S follows:­
The progenitcl'S of fll.milicB are Rai{l td be seven: , 

Maricbi. Atria VasjsbLlia, AlIgirWl, puf...,.tya, P"),ha and 
K:ratu. The 28 8tal"li with Abbijit aloe disti'ibuted among 

the 1 pl"ogenitol"B III 4- lIi.s.l"II t,o each. The couple are said 

to be in family lnmnony, if t.heil' bitLh -$tan; belollg to 
different familil!ll . . 

Mere totemism ill a good !:i611S6 alld astrology appctU' 

to be so inseparably mixed 111' that it is ha.rdly possible to 
find OQt which gave the lead to tbe other. Hut as such 

totemic pam6fl, if they are toremic at 1111, are found among 

sa.vage tribetJ of other nations with no connection with 
.taN or zodiacal signs, it stalids to reason to hold tba.t they 
are of totemio origi!1. inbmded to sanction or prohibit 

marriage be~'WeeD penon. of lbe 880me totem Dame and to 
aokDowledge the duty to IIUpport in war or to revenge other 
member» of the aaml: name. And 8011 ci"ilizatiOb advaoced 
and ... tribea of different totems became Mlalgamated 
togtthtr by conquest or recollciliation, IUcb totem name. 
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.. a eat-ma.n, a rat-maid, might have a1JJ1 peflli.ted in the 
retentive recollection of old men and'women and might 
.. va led .. shrewd astrologer to expl&in the totem name by 
oonneoting it with the birth date or birtb .tar of the persons. 
That .tan, days, months and hours of the day were of 
old deaignated by namea of animaTE, 'plants, and other 
thing., i, clearly borne out by history:- Thus there is 
reason to believe tb,t though KAIAlDrita. and other astro­
nomical treatises are of recent date, still tbe totem names 
recorded in them are of prehistoric origin, tradition:Uy 
handed dOWD from generation to generation. ,Accordingly 

even in the Vedas me[ltion seem. to have been made of 
Incb' totem Dames 101 ' -Sigm, horse-radish, and .j~ ,goat'f 
in connection with tlibee:. Tbe 'Yay in which the sacrificer 
is directed in the Krishnayajurveda. (VI. 6, 4, 1 i) to Aseign 
to the twelfth stake bill enemy or .. rat seem. to imp1y 
the tends'lcy ~f th~ times to designate • ba.tile tribe by 
the Dame, rat. The names of the eIeveD nerificial animals, 
enumer.ted in the Krishoayajurveda. (V. 5,11,49) ma.y 
ba.ve IJOwa remote connection with totemic custom. Side 
bY·8ide with thi8 reglilatiou of IIl&lTia.ges by totem namee, 
as set torth in the first fi va ha.rmonies mentioned above, 
there is abo the institution of gotras or .f.mili611 on pa.tri­
archical buis, prohibiting Lbe marriage of a woman of the 
IllUDe gotra. as well as of a. woman descended from his 
~terD&l or maternal ~Qoestore witbin the sixth degree. 

Now the queetion is how thMe two Mstome of marriage, 

one hued upon n.til)nal m&t.ernal , family syetR1 and 
regulated by totem namea of tribee:, and the other 
connected with families estal:tli,bed on ~tri&rchioal buis 
and iDdicl.tivt! of a.n advaooed form. of society, are to be 
l'fIOOnciled with er;ch other. Tbe answer is furnished by 

. , 
. I E"DO)". Brit., Vol. XXIV. p. 'IVa. 
, BirQ, VII. 18, 1D. 
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.. guiding IIoIltrological verse ('ommouly quoted by asho­
logel'll. It is 1108 follows :-

«Friendship between the lordR of th", birth-signs uf tM 
bride Rod bridegroom is essf;llltilli amon~ t,be TIrahmaD!I; 

regulation of marrilLge br gar,la_harmo!!)' (M dl'lained 
above) is e88entia.l among tile Kshatriyas j the ~istance 
or the birth-stanl of the bridl' from t.hat (If the b1'il1e­

groom (by about 1 SOO) ill importa.tt for the Vai!:lYa.s i 

speoies-harmony (ELI; eXjlll:lollu,ri abow) is t'p!lreuti .. i fOl'the 
Sudras."!i 

From this it call be safely inft!rl'f'(1 tlta.t !.lIe 8udras, 1\ 

race different from the Arya.n~1 were divided into. Dumber · 
of totemic· tribes at WILl' with each other alld with families 
orgauilftld on makrnll.l basi!!. I t it; proLable that when 

they were taken i.nto the Ary~ full!. rather by r .. ",!Dueilia­
tion thau by SWON lIy tile iuvading Aryans, the latter luul • 
incorrora~ with tbeir own many of their former's rcli~ 

~ion8. social and political tmlltoms a.nd that promiscuity 
of women, rep:ulativn of manillKf'. by lot-emic namfl!:l, and 

Niloga or the ClUltom of tltlputiug a m .. Jl tu beget. II. lion on 
an appointed wife were cHlitoma nnher of the Sudl'llB tI,an 

of the Aryallll. What were the other religionll, social, and 

political customs of the SudraB wbicu the Arya.us had incor­

porated with thp.il· own is a 'Iueation tltRL St:eIllS to be a rich 

mine for explorer'll. Lea.viog this kuot~· questioll hide. it . . ._, 
may. hoWeVtH·, be presumed that when tht' Aryans Invad~. 

India tiley (lOueieted of familia! organilled ou So patria.rcbica1 
• baeis, !WI vividly described L) the following tIOul-etirring 

hymn of the Atharva-veda (Ill. 30) :-

.f Fret!dom from hate I bring to you, concord and un­

animit.y. 

, Bet! Klliknr:t&, Obvter 8, verN 188 • 

• 
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1. Lo ... e OD6 another .. the cow lovetb tbe <»If that 

.be batb borDe. 

2. One.-mioded with hill mothflr let the 11011 be loyal 
to hi. sire. Let the wife, calm anti ~t1e. lpeak wonl • 
.. 'eet .. booey to bet lord. 

S. 'No brother bate bis brother, no sister to .i.&ter be 
onlciod . UnanimouI, with Doe intent, lpeak ,6 yoar ' 

8peecb io ftiendlinea. 

~. That lpell through which god. \leVer not" nor ever 

bear each other hate. 

That spell we lay upon your home, .. hood of union f\lr 

tbe men: 

5, Intelligent, lubmissiv8, rest united, fri~tv.1 Jy and 
kind, bearing the yoke togetber. 

Come apeaking 8weetly each ODe to t·he I)ther. I make 
you one-intentioned and I"oe-mindetl. 

d. Let what. drink, your share of food be commOD, 
together with one common boud I biod you. 

Sorve Agoi. :,. .... tbered round him like tile lIpokea about 
lobe chariot nave. 

7. With binding charm I mue you.n united, obeying 
ono tole leader aud one-minded. Hven lUI the god_ "ho 

watcb aud guard. th~ Amrit at morn and eve may ye be 
kindly.baarted. " 

There is alao philologi~ evidencb to rrove that before 
t.he AI', .. nil of India bad .ep&l'&ted 'from their brethren, the 
Greeb, the Roman_, the Cella and othen, they had arrived 
at .. state of society in which familiee on II. ooDltitutional 
bui_ wllre 6r~ly let up. The following list. of word. 
oommOD ~ the three kindred l&Dguagee ~ab_krit, Greek 
aDd t.tin. · ill a euitable erldenoe of the fornat;on of 
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iamiJiflll Oil" patriarehical bui. and of .. t.nt.!. or democ.n.ue 
form of Government. :-

S.tllkrit.. Grl)Cl lr. !.Mia. lo,lieb , 

pitar pate, pate, latber 
m.W mater matA!r mother 
bbratar pb"tria Frater brother 
napt.r anepsiOi D'"", gl'lLD.ciaon 
jamatar gamb ... geber soD-ic -law 
,n.&ura beeu," flOC"' tatbllr-in-I&w 
widba, ... vida. widow 
raj.n '8' king 
rajlli regina queen 
p&tni poRi" poleD!! mistl'e88 honoul .. bJ, 

l l1li1ati l>editi, footmall • LK'ZOIi 

l'ajata ar ';lll'OlI ."gcotum I!ilver • dam. dom();l clomOA hout.e 
vi I; or veM foikoll villu, hollBe'. village 
pur poli. .city . 
nau 0100 11 DaTiIi .hip 
ant.ra eretm~ 0&<. 

From these aud Q,ther words, too nUQl81'tlUS to quote 
here, it may be saidy inferred that t.he Aryaus bad alrtlad,. 
arrived lot a stM.te of 80Citlty that settled itllelf in .. city 
with. .. raja, trib.1 chief, but not a king, wi t.h pa.d&ti" 
footm:etl to guard the city and the agriculturist., carpen_ 
ten , weaven. black-emithl, gold..amiiha IlDd other'll to 
work upon iron, .ilver and uther me~ There i. reuGO 

to believe that like the Greeb aDd the Romani who had • 
no monarchic.,l in.titu.tioo when they aettled in Europe 
.. ~r leaving their . original home, t he Aryan. of I ndi ... 
bad nO monarebit.al organisation wheD they immigrated 
into Indi&. . Tbe 'Word Rajaa wbicb C?rtelpond. with 
Roman rex, chief, MelD' to bave originally aigDii ed & cbief 
or Dobl, but not & hereditary mon&ral:.. There ant • f.., 
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pU~ in the VedlloB in which R"jlon rnea.ns merely s chief 
or a noble which in a number of otAer l)&ll8agM ill IlSed 
in the senae of a hereditary mon!lreh. '1:hill l'&l'iation in ,til IJ('D!Ie is evidently lIue to t,he evolution of kingllhiJl from 
.... 1 original tribal chieftainship. Western a>cholal'l:' &ore 

inclined to believe that the norm!!l, though not universal 
form oj Government in f!l.rl,\' India. was tha.t. by kings, B6 

might he expected in view of the f~t t.hllot Aryan India-nl! 
Wtlr8 invadl!l1I in a tostile tel'ritory: H. situation which, B.lI 

in the case of thf! Arya.n invaden; of Greecf' and of the 

Germa.n invadt!1'8 of England, I'elu/t.eci almOBt n8Ct'lisaril.~· 

in strenlri:hening tht> mOIlft.rchical element 9f the cansti· 

tution,O (It is also .helit!\·&'l that the Vedic, monarchy W1W 
• 60metimes hereditA.ry a.nd in others ~lectin:, thOllgh it ;11 

doubtful whether the eleetion by the peo),lp. WILlI P.etween 

the members of the l"Oya.l h.mily onlr 01' I'Xtended to 
membel'8 o£.all the uoble clanll. '7 Hut sovereign power, if 
monarchiCal , ml1~ be- either hE'redit.a.ry or for liiE' of thp. 

perllon elected all Ao monarch . Sitch docl'! not liIeem to be the 
cue with sovereign power in the earl.v Vedic periocl. All 
will be ~een later on, p6l'l1ons elected to it we:e . fre­

quent1y e.xpelled and restored. l<'requent, Ilttempts to 
perform f:aCrificial offt'ringll. and spells for the attaiumtlnt of 

lIovereifZo power by different persons indicate that.. 
sovereign power in the early Vedic period was certAinly 

demoeratic alld inl\ooure. based as it was on the eVH_ 

changiog popular \t.ill, as shown by the frequent attempt!: 
of elected chiefs to control the papillar pusion by spell. , 
and witehCl("R.ft. I)'be anarchical.dieturbanctl due to t.be 

fMquent alentioo, expulaion and T6lltora.tion of chiefe 

teems to bave led tbe \leOple to eat&blish monarohical form 

~ VeMo lDdn, Vol. II, p.1I10. 
l~ Vedio 11Idu', VoJ. H, p. JUl. 
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of government Oll a hereditary huil, &8 "tated both in 'the 
Kantiliya. ArthulLI'ltra alld the Mahabharata.,' It iii 011 tae 
suppusition of the evohltioll of hereditary mona.rchy out of 
all ()rigiD~1 democrati", or tribal chieftainship that· til. 
tllltl of the word RajlUl both in the 1I'Ilflle of a demoomti(' 
leader and a here-oilar,\-' kill~ can find 1\ lIatisfactory I!xplalla­
tiOD. Tbe follo\ving are the passages ill which t~c word 
H.a :an is ueed in the @enl!(; of a. Doble:- v 

~ He amvlificli his lordly might, .... ith noblell (rajl\l1I'1) 
he sla.l's, BVl'D mid ala.rmll 110 d\vell, secure. 

In great or leslie!" fight uone e1U'cks him, none BUb­

dues,-tlle wieldet, of the tbunderbolt." Rig., 1. 40. 8. 
Here the word rajabhih in phll'v.! melons many kings, if 

• 
it be takeu in that sense. There cannot possihly be no 
more .than a king tu tight limier tht! lcaJ.ership of 

lllllt'l\ . 

.. If ill your !lwellillg, or at a noble'~, IJr at & Brahman'", 
~'e, !nlin. a.nd Agni, holy oneil, rejoicr e you, 

l:vclI from thence, ye mi~bty 10rdM, C(Jme bithtlr and 
lla-ink libatiolill of the flowing Soma." ttig., I. lOS, 7. 

As rndra and Agni are inmked to l..'Ome and drink the 
libation of ~om!i. ill tbe 8&CI·ifice performed hy II. I;illlt, 
thlly cannot be lhought of as lingllril1g in ",nother king'lI 
dwelling . 

.. 0 milch in yoked, may we subdue all famine and evil 

want with store of grain and Il&ttle .. 
Ma.y we aJliNl, a8 first in 1'8.llk.- with noblel oLtaill 

. poS&e88ions if our owu exer~ion.'· Rig., X. 42, 10. 
There cannot be many kings with whom the pried. 

can poeeibly ally tllemselve8 . 
.. He who hath lltare of herb. Mot hand like noblee &mid 

an Ullemb1y of me'D.,-phYllician ill t~t sage'll name, 

fiend-slayer, cbaser of disease." Rig~, X. 97, e. 
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There cannot. ~ibly be many kiug8 attending aQ 
... ~mbly of people. Hence the word aajanah mUit. 
m .. n nobles hers. 

"Seize, Agni, ,on thy power and firmly bold it: 
Contend tbou with t.hc friend by way of friend.hip. 
Platrd ill the cellt.re of oW' fellow noblel, Agni fiaah forth, 
frequently invoked here," A. V" II. 6,4. 

There caont, he ma.ny fellow kinge. The word ' 
Sajata, fellow or bor~ together, is an epithet qllllolifying the 
word If Rajnah, II nobles. 

'l Make me beloved among tbe godfl, beloved among 
tho nobles, make me dear to every one w~o seea and to 
Sudra antl to Aryan man." A. V., XIX. f!2, l. 

There ca.nnot be many kiugs in hill plaet! to~ whom 
the Bingel' wIIonts to endear himself. 

n Resto. splendour on onr Brabnla.nll j bestow splend­
OlH on our noble~<j b~tow >ilpleudour un our Vai~ya.s !loud 

Sudru ; b""tow "I'leu.lour over IIplendour on me. "i 

Here the len~e of the word Rajasu CIIoD poSllibly be DO 
other thaD noble!!. 

f< Jun 118 I spee.k in endet.rini: terms to people, to 
Brahmanl, nobles, Sudl'M, A.ryanll and even to my deadly 
foe, 10 m"y [ become dear to gods, to the bestower of gifts ; 
may my desire be fulfilled and I may realise thi •. '·I() 

Here like the ~~rd8 Brahmans, Sudra. snd Arya, t·be 
Rajan,. means to clus but not an individual Henee it 
mUlt mean nobles loB,. clu8. ( (Kri8~na Yajurfed .. , I. J. 6) 
Silloo there is ".100 to believe that illdividual ownet8hip 
of 1a.nd in t8veralty WM aa eetabliBbed cuttom of V &die 
India, it foUowa that Uequent attempt at sacrificial 

!. Talt. B., V. 7, 6,.... Vaj. 8., J8, M • 
• It Tail.. ·S .. 1. 8, 8. VaJ. S., .. , .. 
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performauoe for the poMelll!ion of .. "vill~ (gnoma) and 
of .. kingdom (nahtra) must neCt!ell&rily be. rather -for ilB 
overlonabip than for the JlO5~Bion of the land. The., 
Krishnay.jurveda referl to ownerllhip of land in severalty 

as followl :-
" He should make an offering tn Indra aDd Agni OD 

eleven poblherda who baa .. diajluttl a.bout ~ field ;, with 

his neighbonn." n. 2, ~. 
The folloWing sacriftces are enjoined for th{' attainment 

of lordship (.over .. village or a. kingdom :-
.. He who desires a. village should offer to th,. AII-~8 

the IBCrifice for t.a.king possession. His equals ani 
co nnooteJ with All-gous; veri 11 he hR..'l recourle tl) the 
All-gods with their own IIh.re; verily they liubject 
his eqa:.Js to bim; be becomes possesaed of .. village!'11 
(Krishna Yaju8, II. S, 10.) 

.. They should be oftered for one \Vh~ dC8ire.. the king_ 
dom ; t.he RMbtrahhrits are the kingdom; vurily with 
the kingdom; he wins t.bll kingdom fOI' him j he 
beco~es the kingd(,m ; they ehould 00 ufferedCor oDeself j the 

Ra.abtrabhrits are the kingdom ; the pl'ople are" th~ king~ 
dam, cattle are the kingdom; in tha.t he becomee the 
higheMt, be ie the kingdom. Vt'rily with t.he kingdom he 
will5 the kingdom, be become!" tAt ric/wt oj' Ai, equal" 
They should be dered for one who d~8irea a villabre ; the 

• Raeht.rahhrite are tbe kingdom, AilftIJo1lJ6are tAekiltgdQI/«; 
he beoomes poseesaed of a vi1lagtl. He olfelll on the dicing 
plaoe; verily on the dioipg pla& Ae'icinl !ufello1lJ.f<w bim; 
Hi., ffXJ. 1M/ flNJie NjJOM Aim. They should be offered on 
the month of the chariot for him who desirell force; the 
B.aahtrabbrit. are the force; verily by foree he wiDI forae 
for him ; he beeomel 008eessed of foree. "They should be - . 
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offeN! for bim who ia expelled from IUs kingdom. To ' 
aJ.I his cbariobl htl "bould eay' Be yokoo '; verily he yokes 
~e kingdom for him. The obl .. tionl of him whole I'8I.lm 
ill not in order II.re· Uiliordtlred. [Ie .bould t;a.ku off tile 

right wheel of biB cllariot; i\nd olfel' i.n tue box. So he 
pllt" in oro.:r llill oblation; I\lId the kingJorn comM In 

order in· 1Io!l!l)r.1 Ivith thair C'lmi(1'.,f into order." (K,risiJna 
Yaj., III. 4, B.) 

It (It probable that rVCOUNle W~ h.u to tlice-play aDd 
chariot..race til deci(l~ the claim;; of riva.l competitors for 
80vereign power over. villaWl or king-dom. The statement 
that" Oil the clicing-i'l~e he ~i1l8 hi!! fellows Bud being 
'won tbeywlA.it upou him" fouod in above quotation ooufirms 

tbi!! villw. 'rhe L!l.tyly"n:l "ra.ub Sutra (VIII. II, I) alllO 
pl'ellOrihcs the V:lj:\peya for whom&oc\'cr thtl Dral1D1ansand 
the Raj"D. may place at tlHlir lulad. Hotll in tue \'ajapeya 
.. nJ the lla.jIWUfIio r)ioe-plB.Y and cJuuiot.1'!V'f' 'orm 
an important part of t·he rite. In the Rajuuya ps.cri6ce the 
king (to be t'lecooJ) ill malic to st.el' on a tiger IIkin , under 
w'hich i~ [JI'\OO I t\ pie~e of Ie \·1 reprolilantiug t,ll\! head of 
Namuchi. ~n which he tl·ampl~. He thc11 I~rforms a 
ehuid.-race \virh Rideen other chariots and plAYS or 
depntes bill Aksha"lIop&. dice-player; to f,l.)" at, di('f! for 
him. It appeal'd thAt h.i" (·Ieotirm to the ~overeign power 
over the kingdom de.,t!nue..l on his snccess in the chariot.. 
ra.ce or ill the dice-plar (1\' in both. In additJOll to war 
as a meAns to decide the clAims or OQutelldin,tt' parties 

for ,lOwer or r~os!+e8sio~. wrestling eomba.t. cha-riot-race" 
or dice-pi .. ". between two reprel!lllDtative8 of the contend. 
ing p&l'tiee !l8tnns to ba.nl bt'6n looked upon of old 88 a 
peaceful melons to settle the queetioJl at i88Ue. The r!lle 
aeems to ha~e been the underlying fMtor 01 the dice-play' 
which i, said to have been undertaken by ancient king. 
Inch as Nat. and b.UJ brother layaieellto or l'aahkata and 
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Yudhiehthira and Duryodhana,1t in the very presence of 
their elecwl'fI, the people and the priest8. 

There iki also evidencE.' to believe that perhaps o\ying 
1.0 difficulties in deciding the claimH uf rivall'1laihlauhl to 
IIOvereign ~wer or other CR.US6S, some sta.tefJ continued to 
sllcc8Bafully ma.nage their a-flain eVt!u without.a king. 

Zimmer is said to ba\'e fouud iu some Vedic pu.~ 
states having no lo:illg~, Tbisy.,stated in thp. Vedic 

Index of Macdonell and Keith :-

" Zimmer ~ tra.ces in ono l"l&llssage of the lti~veda 

that in times of peace there was no king in IIOm~ Itatell 

the mcmbel'li of the royal family holding 6<Ulal rights., 
Ho compares this with the state of .ff.iJ'l! ill early 
Germaay. Bilt t·he pB8sa.ge merely IIhows that. the 
nobles could be !!lolled Ra.jan and iii not. decillive for the 

loeOSB ascribed to it by Zimmer. Of coune t,his st&te of 
aflAit'lI if! pedectJy pOII~jble loud ill cxlmplifiod Jater in 
Buddhistic times,"1 ~ 

The Rig\'cda JJQ.II~e reEt!rred to by iJim rUI1!!! &II 

follow!!! :-

.. 'Vherc It. Brahmal1 meets wit·h berb:t like Dobies in all 

aliscmbly, he il4 called a pbysiciliD fiend-slayer alld chIWer 
of disease," X. 1:11, Ii. 

The Atbarva \Tedic passages whi&11 are believed by 
Zimmer to COD\'~y the same ids.re I, ltj III. 4 ; and 
IV, 22. 

1. .. May llldn.,· PuahaD, Yaruna, )Iitra, AgDi 
benignant gOOs, maintain this man in ricbes. 

May the Aditya.a and the Vis\'adew& set loud .upport 
thi. man in lupremeat hstrp. 

,. Aribuutra, V. III, 3. 
u Vedio 1Mb, Vol. II, p. ZIti. 
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2. Kay light., 0 god" be around him, Api, the 1110, 

all that is bright .nd golden. 

Proatrate ben.th our feet hit fOOl .. lid riv.le. 
Uplift him to tho loftieet cope off heaven. 

S. 'rhrougb tb.t moat mighty pn.yer; 0 l .. tavedu, 
wherewii:h thou brought milk to strengtheD lodta, 

EnD therewith ault this mall, 0 Agni. and give bim , . 
highest ra.nk amoog hie feUows. 

4. I ba.ve "Ilmed ibi. saerifice, 0 Agni, their hopes, 
Their glory and their riches' fnlne • . 
Prostrate beue.th O\lt feet his foes loud rivals 

• Uplift him to tbe loftiest cope of be&ven." 

A. V., 1.' 9. 

1.'bie is eitl&l'ly .. sacrificial hymn or pra.yer to strengthen 
the claim of a. c.ndKJ&te to sovereign power, wheliber 
strong or weak. It fonows therefore tbat tbe etate, to the 
IOMlhip 01 wbicb the candidate aspired, w8M in the m".n'­
time in .. 1t6t8 of illtt-rregnum . 

.. 'fo thee hath come the kingship witb ita Iplendour 
On! abiue u lord, sole ruler of the people. 
King 1 let all regionl of the beavenl invite thee. 
Here let meD wait on thee and before the('. 1 • 

• 
. Tbe tribesmen s~l elect tbee for the kingship, 
Thele five oelestial region ... shall elect thee. 
Best OD the height and top of kiD'gly power; thence .. a 
Mighty man .wud us treuu18l 2. 

KinlmeD. iuvit.i.ng thee, shall go to meet thee, 
With tbeego·Agni .. 1UI active be,.ld. 
Let wotben and their .on. be frieD.dI1IDin~ 
'fhou, mighty one, sblt see a.bondant tribute. 3. 
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Firtt shall the AlvilllJ, Varuna, .od Mitra, the 
Universal gods, and Marots eall thee. 
Then tom tby mind to giving gifts of tr8ll'l1re, 
Tbenl:'6, mighty onp, distribute ... ·I'&llh !IomODI: 01'. 4. 
Speed to U8 hither from the rarthest diRtauet" 
PropitiolUl unto th~tl be Earth and Heaven. 
Even 80 hath Varuna, thi8 King, uBE'rled, he who 
Hirose'll hath ('Ailed thee : come ,hou hither. U. 

PlI8II to the tribes of men, 0 Indra, Indra. 
Thou with the Varun& hast been found accordant. 
To his own place tbis one (Agni) 11 3. t.1. called thee, saying 

• Let him adore the gods and guide the Clallsmen,' 6 .. 

The bounteool!l pa.ths in sundry formll 1.0(1 placei, 

Ail in accord, have given thee room Rod comfort.. 
Let all these in concert call thee hither. 
Live thy tenth decade here, a. stronfll kind ruler." 7. 

A. V., Ill. 4. 

If Exalt and strengthen tbis my prince, 0 Indra, 
Make him 801e lord and leader of the people. 
Scatter his foes, deliver all his rivals into his hand 
In IJtnlggles for precedence. 1. 

Give him a .hare in village, kine, and honN 
And leave his enemy without .. portion. 

o 
Let him as king be head and chi.f 01 rrinc~ •. 
Give up to him, 0 Indra... every foeman. 2. 

o 
Let him be treasure-lord of goodly treuUfM • 

.Lei him r.a king be muter of the people. 
Gra,nt aoto him great power and might, 0 ludra, 

-And Itrip hiB enemy of Itl't!ugth and ~igonr. S. 

Like milk kine yielding milk. for warm libl:tioul. 
Sblwer, Ht.'I&ven Ad Eartb,oDbim fullman,.. bleising. 
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May be .. king, be lndra'. welt.beloved. 
The darling of the kine, the pl.nb, alld the ~tt.le. 4-, 

1 join io league with thee Victorion!; Indra., 
With whom men conquer and are never defer.ted . 
He _ball make thee the folk'. 801~ lord and leader 
Sha:l make thee highest of .n human ntlerl. 6. 

Sl\Preme art thou, beneath thee are thy rivalll, 
And all, 0 king, who were thine ad"etN.riC!'l. 
Sale lord and 1ea.der and allit.od witll lodra, bring, 
Conquer, thy foemeu', j(OOda and tres,urCf', O. 

CODsume, witb lion IWpect, all their l1amlefB. with 
Tiger'upect, drivf! 'away thy foemen. 
Sale Lord and lea.d<:>r and allied, with IlIiJra, 
Seize, conquer, thiDe f'nemiea' P08lle(tBiODS." 7, 

In the tiNt of tbese two hymnal t.he ele<·ted k iOlg' letms 
to have been .. d- ootaic.ler, as he was ("xpE'Ctrd to "Ipt>ed 
thither from {.,theat di.ta.nce." In t lil' I!econd, t.he right 
of t he elected king to a , hAre in the ,'iIlage-produ~, and 
kine and hOr&el in accordaDce with the cuatDm af the 
monal'Cbieal st:&tes of tho8e time. is already clt'arJy llpeci­
tied. It followa tberefore tbat in t.betl~ t.wo inau.ncea t,h~ 

atate. were of a republican l*tt.enl in government. 
Still more conclu8ive i. the evidence furnisbed by the 

Aitareya and Taittiriya nr.brOlUlu about the f'Xi8tence 
of republic. during the Veliie period ;-

.. The DeftIJ said, it i. op a.ocount of our baving no 
kiag th .. t the AaUI"U defat U9. 'Lr&t us elect a king. AU 
coDltlnted. They elected Soma their king. Headed. by 
XiDg Soma, they "ere victoriou.. in all' directious." 
(AiL Br .• I. 14), 

.. The Rev ... and AIlutu joined in battle. TheD Prajt.­
patl concealed his eldest IOn Iud,., leat he migbt lu killed 
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uy the mi~htr Attu... Pmhlada, thl! Bon 01 Kay.dbn 
likewise co"ncealed hill son Yirochana. Ie-t lit! might IJe 
killed by the Davas. 1'he Do\ .. wcut to Prajapa.ti ang 
said: there ean p088ibly he no battle lor" state having no 
king (for ib: leader) . 1'he;v COI1rt.ed Tndra to be thllir king 
with aacrifieell." (TaU. Br., I. 6, It). 

The Ambattba Slltblnta of t h6 I\nddhiFlbl (I. 113) and 
the .\rthasaatra of KII.ntilya. (XI. 1) ;ffer in unmistak­
able terlDs to t,he exiHtence t)f repu'tlit'fl or corporat.iolli'l 
ot warriors (K.~ha,triJa Srelli) wit.h the titlf1 of It&jan!l 
eVi!n 1'0 Ia.te 8S the Bnddhilltlc ])(,I-i(l(I, whpn a. greakr 

portion of India was uiviJed into a number of hf!I't'ditary 
mool\rchical states. 

• 
JJikewlse bot,h th o Art.hasMtra (I. 13) AmI the :MailA.-

hharat..L (Rajl\dharm& P!l.rva., Chapter ti7 ) l'Ipt'80k nr A. 

periocl whrn the Aryan!! had no mon&r~hical iU8titutiolls, 
lind elf'Ctoo Ma.nu to be t,hflir king for ;he fhat time in 
t.heil' hi!ltory . 

Hent'e it may Le safel,\' M~erled that when the Aryana 
in\'ac'leJ India, they Wl're divided into a nunlhar of Ga!)1YI 
or JanaJI corresponding to the Roman Genl and Gentes 
a.nd tho.! Greek Gl'nos, each Genii being II republic ur 
dcmoora.cy with no king, Ind that duriug the Vedic anrl 
lJl'Ilhminio periods II number of the J&olla passed into ('Iee­

live monl!ll'ChieB, while a iew retained their republiean form 
even 80 late &II the Buddhist period,I:-

We baTe no reliable information as to what their eeo­
nomieal and administrative 't';oodition WIVI &t the ft!mote 
peliod. St.i11 from what Hindu utrologers traditiooally 
say of vlanetary constitution with reference to ita influence 
on the economic and adminiatrath-e condition of homan 
aociety, lOme information may be gathered about the 

• 
• , BI/.ddhiat lilclia by Bh" Davidl, p. 19. 
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ecoDomical and adminiat.rative aon.titutjoa of the npllblicl. 
Aooording to tbe utrologel'l the planetary world i. belie..-t 
tp cotlaiat of nine primary Nay_o. or lordi, Inch .... 
king, minister, commander of tbe army, Bupezinteoofnt of 
crops. sllperintendent of grainR, iluperiDt,ndent of b&rter 
(argha), superintendent of clouds, 8upefintendent of liquids, 

and that of dr,v things. Then there are seven secondary 
leaders, as the lord. of bono:ell, of. elephant., of oowe, of . . 
.beep, of bufbloes, of ea.mels, and of ISsee. Then ... set 

of ten subordinate lord8, luch &II lorda of god., of men, 
of wealth, of cloth, of gema, cof women, of tree., of beuts, 
of goods, .nd of t·rade. 'J'hen followl" lIet of _five, as lord. 
'of the tReasury, of war, of omamenh, of edict (ajna) 
and of tranB&Ctiona. Then "nother lIet of five, AI the lords 

of learning, of happiot.8S, of coun~eJ. of work; and of 
bravery. The division or thelle 56 lords into five groups 

is evidootly' an \ndication nf successive lat",r additionll. 

Accordingly t.hey may be reduced to nine, as (1) a lord of 

war, (2) a lord of crops, (3) ODe of grains, (4) one of 
trade and barter, (5) one of cattle and bca.ate, (6) OM of 

watar, (7) one of fOreAts, (8) one of clothings and impJe. 
menta and (9) olle of disputes ( Vyavabara). 

Of tbeee. the duty of the 10m of war is elear enough 

and it is he on whom lay the m08t important duty, the 

protection of the gen. against enemiee. The duty of the 

one of the two l~~s of crop" and grains seem. to have 

been the Bupervision of crops s.nd Urv8liU and pl'Otection 

of tbem from .tId tribes ~ and beut.a. ID the abeeaoe 

of currency it W&8 DOt an euy tuk to settle the rate 

of barter of things and s. lIep&rate oftioer IIfIIma to 
have been appointed for tbe pUrpoIIe of fixing the rate, at 
which things b'ad to be bsrteft'd. The lord of cattle had . . 
to lead the cattle of the geos .. a wbole !9 puture and 
gruo them .n. bring \hom bock to tho yill"" i. tho 
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enning, .. is still a custom in .. number of villages even 
DOW. The duty of the lord of water was evidently the 
I't'glliation of wat.er of the viU~~ .taok or lake, or river for 
drinking or irrigation of cropa. The appointment of .. 
lord of c10things and implements was of course for the 
purpose of giving facilities for the production uf "Iothing' 
and weaving aDd agricultural implements. lastly it wu 
the dllty of the lord of Jilputee, to lett.le the civil dilputiell 
of the people and to punish the criminals, ,)erhap8 fol. 
jowing the opinion of the village elders ul!embled in the 
pnblic ground or h.ll on importaot calleS. If thtlre W&8. 

lord of learning in addition, he might have been the vill-.ge 
• priest whose busioetlB was, as atill prevalent in .. Dumber 

of ,·iIIages, to perform the sacrifices, to conduct the mar. 
ri.ges, funerals and religioull fUllctionB, to fix the time of 
I'JOwing and reaping and to impart knowledge to the village 
boy.. It need not be efated that, all ftlese officeI'll were 
maintained, as they are even now I at the expense of the 
"iIlage as a whole, 

land \vu held in 1i6veralty 1 5"a.ud each ttlmily deyott-d 
itself to ita agricu.ltural or industrial purBuit. !everally. 
Hnnting, fiabing, collection of foreet produce, repair of 
village tanh and other big projecte "'BI'e, aa they are even 
Dow, caJ'ried out on communal or cQooOperative Wil. 
Lending and borr owing of grAins It inUrest "'18 a preva­
I~nt enltom. Division of parental -property among the 
male children during or alter ~e life of tb~ father Wli an 
eatabli,bed cnatom even during tbe Vedic period. 1 e Cute 
WU IlUkD.OWD, but tbe 'people were divided into four 01 .... , 
the Brahmazul, Kabatriyaa, Vaayu, and tbe SudI'M. 
There wu int.erma.rriage amoDg the oj ...... , tJ!e lower 0_ • 

• 
" Tait. 8u1hita, II. 8"." 
'. Tat, S.~ 11.'.1. 8M • ., AJIPIIKtis: II • . 
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however, not being permitted to many a lllaiden of an 
upper elasli. There waa interdining among tb" four clu!e6, 
the SudI'M beiJlg emp10yed .. cooka. Gambling was a 
painful vice of tht! timefl. Even kinge lost their kingdoms 
and eveu their wiveH by takiog to gambling. 

Sucf1Se1lm8 to be it! brief the n.tllre of the little 
republics of the Indian Aryans wllen they illnded aud 
OCCD})ied the North V.reatem partl! of India.. Whether thifl 
deeerves tbe name of .. republiC! or democrac~' or tribal 
date of society i, .. qUe8tion that may be eoonniently left 
to the taste of historians. 



LECTURE II 

ELECTIVE MONARCHY 

'rho diviaion of the Hindus originally into four ciauea, 
the BrahmalllJ, the KahatriylloB, the V.u.yu. and the 
alMira! and J.ter iutl> rigid caswa bearing the same WIomes 
is of Ind~n origin, as no trace of -such division is fonnd 
among the Greeks, the Romao!'!, antl other brllDchee of the 
lDdo-European ro&ee. It i, true that the Aryans of the 
W .. t, too, had ~htlir priest>s, warrioN, traders, anel husband. 

men like their brethren of India, but atill the" "'M nGt. 
amung tbem 8uch distinc~ classificatiull of loci,,1 gntdel 

wb!eb, with liioter rAstrictions lUI to ,,(,m"N6,v.w and co,.. 
IU1UtlWy. easily pa88ed iow isolated caates. Nor are the 
cI... names Indo_European in origil.l. Kvell 'in SOMe elec­
tion bymns, tbe elected man is fonnd lla:ignated not even 
as .. Kahatriya, but merely &H man by the use of the 
demonBtrative pronoun 'tbis.' 1t is vrob<lbJe therefore 
that tbe word K.h"t.riya, protector rrom wounds, is II. later 

IndillUl or Indo-Iranian word derived to designate a set-­
rate e1M8 of later formation . So long as no need was lelt 
for the institution of a separate K.ebatriya clUfl to defend the 

. hearth and home of tbe invading Arya.OI, tho general term 

need to designate a king elected ror lift or for a de-finite 
period W&8 Ra.ja, Doble, eorrespondiog'·w the Roman Re.r-. It 
it • historical faot aJmitted hr almost all Weetero ICbfllan 
that when the Aq~. invaded Ittdh, their leaders were not 
moaarchl, but ltfll.ve warrrol'8 elected for the ocea'loU, IT 
Such ooo.ional election of a warnor to defend them .inlt 
their ntemal euemillll, doea not &eem to hav.e antwem their 
parpeee after tiler tetUed tbemtelv. in the COUl'ltry. They 

• I' &i&' .. I. 1'T8. A. 'V" I. 9: 'hit. Balllhi ... l 8, 10. 
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leelll to have felt the need for the electio!J of a permanent",ohief 
to be .t their head and carryon the internal admini.tration 
of their B8ttlilfnente. Pfhi. view ia corroborroted botb by 
the Artbuaatra and the M.babbara.t.. The Arth •• stn. 
.. y. (I. 18) ,-

II People, Buffering from anarchy ~ illustrated by the 
proverbial tendency of .. large fish Bwallowing .. small 
one, first elected Manu VaivIBvata to be their king and 
allotted ODlHlixth of the grains grown and ODe~teDth of 
the merchandise as sovereign duell."! 1'1 

How tbey elected tlleir king. and whom johey eleoted 
10011 for what period are qUMItioDa that cannot Le satia­
factorilYdDBwered. It is probable that as dice-play and 
-chariot race are found forming part of the poroDl~tioD 

rite, the 1l1100e88ful candidate in ooe or two of thoee games 
aeems to be the oue that was selected by the ~ple lor 
the ooveteU' P08t, 1 \I The statement made in the ltigveda , 
(X. :U, 8) tha.t the king , himself p"ys bomagt' and 
reveres the dice doee not seem to me&n a gamester's r6l1pect 

to an a.musement. Though at a l"ter period when here­
ditary monarchy WlIo8 firmly est.&hliehed in the land, 
thelle two games in conneetion with the coronation rite 
of the kings hlUl beoomp. mf'rely flymbo1ie, there is no 
reuon to disbelieve that their connection with the rite 
originat.ed from the Cilst.om of making" the kingrlom .. 
reward for succeSS 't" the j.., ... mtlll. '!'hougb the proffered 
prize in .. chariot M waa .. thousa.nd catth! (Rig" V I. 45), 
there is no reuon to be\i.ev.~ ths.t the \.ri7.6 in s.\\ CMe8 

Wall of the same kind, but never a kingdom, ' u 
, The tmuble which an eleoted chief had to contend 

againR Merna fo have been t.hreefold: trouble due to 

.. V&die Inde'I<, Vel. II, p . 20. lI.ahabhu-ata, Baja'.t\,umt. PUT&, 
Chap. 6'i'. • 

•• Tat Bamhit., 1. 8, J().U .nd II. 2, I. 
10 Rig., VIII. 70 ULd II, al. 
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extern.1 foea or aboriginal people, and that dne to hifl 
own kiosmen, 80011 laMlly his di&&greemcnt with the 

&tI6embly of Lho pOOlllti. In t.he earliest. period when 
• sepa.rate Kahatriy'" elas", \V&Ij not yet l'litablillhoo, the 
only trouble whiell the elected chief or Ra.ja had t.o 
contend againllt was the frequent aUack of the Aryan 
settlements by the aboriginal IlflOpll". ]u the etl1ll'8E1 of 
time the Aryans seem to have got rid of this part1y by 
conquering and enslaving tbb native tlibes ami partly by 
taking them into t,he A ryan fold by f'xt.end,ing to them 
right of cannnbinm and commensality. The employ­
ment of Sudras IIoI!I cookll and servants in l,he hOUSEI! of even 

the Aryan priests. the marriage~ I of Sudra. worn .. ) by the 
AryaDB, and the 'privilege,S! grant.ed to the lOOns of Brah­
mane by Sudra. wives. of becoming- Brahmaus and of 
exercising even priestly funct.iOIlS are l1istoric.1 instances 

of tbe conciliatory policy of the invadel'8. Ev'cn cnf!laved 
• mun a.nd women of t.be SudI'M seem t,o ha.ve been al .. 

lowed to ta.ke pa.rt in the mOilt solemn Il&Critices of the 

Aryans. Milking the cows in sacrilicclII ill a function 

enuustOO to Suuras and the oomplation tlf the Gavam 

Ayana sacrifice is markl-o. by the dancing of Sudra. women. 

That ,at a later period of the history of the Aryans 
Sudl'88 were aHowed even the right of becoming kings in 

m&ny of the Aryan kingdom.!!, is An undeniable historica.l 
fact. Wby the Chandalas W&r8 ncJt granted rights 
and privileges similar to thOf!'8 ;"bich the Sudraa 

sooceeded in getting hom tke Aryans, i8 .. question 
that requires furiber investigation. It is however pro­

ba.bJe that they belonged to an earlier aboriginal race, 
too firmly inclined to its own wild and IoatblOme way 
of'living • 

• > Kalin.Ii,." prakarana. 8mriticnu.drib.. Vol. I . 
•• LAtTl,1IoQ, a .... utu.Lra, D_pel" 8acri8ce, 
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When the troubles due to aboriKi~1 race were tImII 
removed, the priestly cl188 together witb u's people I8eIfD 

to have tUrlied their attentioD to the queetiou of eJeoting 
a king. It was .. queation of internal 'admini.tr.tioo. 
A .kilful adminictrator, capable of '. goveming tiM! 
people in aooordance with their Quetome, and with 
DO domestic trol1bles of hi, own, wu the one tbt 
wu urgently needed. The priests seem to hlove thought 
that a bachelor king with no domMie tiea of h'il own 
would beat serve their purpose. AccordiDgly they 888m . 

to baTe establisbed an institution of queena, on . the sIdeel 
of whom it wu, as will be .1lQWU later on, the. duty of the 
'chief priHt to beget .. print's. It appears that the prioce had 
to live a celebate life and rule the kingdom ;n aooordaoDe 
with the wiBU. of the penpll"l1 uaembly. While this 
new deI-rture ~oved the inherent dif6.cnlti. of , elee­
tion, it seem. to, have OCCMioned some Ilew troablea. 
There seem! to have ariMo. a new em of princes or 
Klhatriy .... 1.1 tbey were called, and wbile tbe kiDIIIl6n of 
the rulin~ prince endeavoured to snatcb the kingdom in 
the interestM of BOrne one elle of their own eu. tbe 
ruling" prioeee themselves, ODe after another, seem to 
have been fighting with the priest.& for their own right of 
marriage and for hereditary tnonarchy. In BOme Aryan 
eettJement! the priests eeem to have made a aompromiae 
with their rulers antt Ret op hereditary mOJlal'('hiea while , 
in othe", t1le dispute between the priMta .nd the rulen 
aeeml to have ooouioned a ci~t war whieh. u will be I8W 
Ja.ter on, ended diautroualy for the pri8llts. Th.e aDd 

other troubl61 of elective mODarehy are clearlJ hiDted, iIf 
not o:~, io the following electioG. bymn. of th. 
Rigved.a ab~ Athuvaveda :-

"And they (the ABU,..,,), like people who eject. their 

!'Uten, bave in abhorrenoe turned .".y from Vritru."11 

1' " ·ir·, X.l~8. 
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I. If Be witb III; I bav~ ehoeen thee: ltand .tad. 
fMt r.ad i.mo.-ble. 

Let.U the people wilh fot thee; let nol thy kiagtbip 
fall • ..,.. 

t. Be even bere; fall hot away: be like .. mountain 
onnnnoved. 

Stand at.:-adf .. t. here like Iud,...', RIf, and hold U.e 
kiagtbip in. thy g .... p. 

I. 'l'hi. man hath Indn lllltabli.ted, made HOare by 
&troDg obJaLiODl' power. 

May Soma apeak .. benilon, .lld HrUlD&o"pati on 
him. 

4-. Firm i. the Ilry and firlh the earth, Itea4fut "Ito 
are the hill,. 

Steadf .. t ia .11 this living world, and .f1eadfut. i, th_ 
king of men. tIt. . 

8. On con&iAnt Som.. 1~t. 111 t.hillk wit.h constant· 
acri6cial gift. 

And then may Indra make tbe t:/IJII bNNII ~ri611lt unto 
th~ .loue." Rig .• X. l1:J, 

2 ... Subduing those who rival UB, lubduinlt .. II 
malignities. 

Witb.taoo ~be min who meo_cea, withstand the man 
wbo anger. DI. 

3. Soma and S.vila" the godI. bave m.ue thee .. 
vietorioue kiog. 

All element. have .ided thee, to make thee gen~ral 
ooDqueror. 

6. Sl&yer of rivale, rivalieN. .ictOriOUll, with royal 
.way, oyer theee beiogt lO&y I rule. 

M&y ;r be 'fIOvereil'n of the follr.." t4 

The point. to he Dot.iced in th_ three 'hymn. are (I) 
riir.t of the people to elect. (2) the eudom of collectiog 

• 
•• ~.J:. l":'" o-pan A. V., VI. "' . 
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tribllte or lax from the CI.DR or flOOPJti all oont.rllllted from 
Ilrieste who were exempt from ~J:atioD, (3) a.nd the (rouble 
due to rival, . 

• f The Beiog lAp the sap of life in beings: he hath 
beoome the BOvel'fligo lord of ~f(laturell. 

Yama comes to this man's royal consecratioll : let him &l' 

king own and allow f.his kingdom. 

2. Come forward t turn not. hack in sc",m, strong 
guardian, 81&y('1' 0/ tit! jfH8. 

Appl'<*Cb, 0 Gla.ddener of thy friends, the Godll bave 
bl_sed aDd Rtrengthened thee. 

S. All waited on hil)l as he came to meet - them. He 
ielf-resI,leo'dent moves endued with ~lory. 

That is the royal hero's lofty nature 1 he, IOanifold, 
bath gained immortal powers. -

4. Stride forth to heaven's broad. regioDs, tnou. a tiger, 
on a tiger's .kin. 

Let. .. n the people long for thoo j Jet Ill1ovcoly 800ds 
be rich in milk. 

6, Heaven's waters joyous in their milk, the wateI'ft of 
the middle air and tbose that earth containetb-

I with the gathered power and migbt of all these 
waters sprinkle thee. 

6. The hea.venly waters rich in milk have Ilprinkled 
thee with power Bnd'might to be the Gladdener of thy 
friend.. May Savit.&r· 10 fashion thee. 

These, oompHBiog the ~er, rolllS tbe lion to gt'Nt 

joy and blias. 
As atrong flood. purify the dtanding ocean, 
So men adorn the leo~rd in tbe waters." 

A. V .• IV. B. 

It 1. 1 win the love of Indra tha.t hiB friend. ma.y reaeh 
yet higher atate. 
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InCtt.1lle, .. rain the gnus, t!u "all', doai1litHI and biB 
lofty fame. 

l. COICfi"III eM pr'I~ly pow~r in him, Agoi and Soma 
grant bim wealth. 

In all the ciroait of biB rule make bim. yet higher 
for your friend,u 

3. T.ie mall lItI.4o "'0111, HI e'''Mit,. whetber II IlraMg" 
or akin, • Thou wilt give up entire to me who su.crifice and press 
the juice." (A. V., VI. 54.) 

Obaerve the keen anxiety felt here for the security 
of the kingly power, due to enemies both interuRI and 
oll:iernaJ • 

.. l. .Firm ill the IIky, fh'm the ~rUI, alld firm is all this 
living .world . . 

Firm ..re the rnouotail.ls Oll their hue .nU stOO.fut il:l 
this lriog of men. 

2. Stedfast may Varuna the king, tlt.eUfast the god 

Brihupatl, 
SteMaat may Iod"", steUfast, 100, may Agui keep thy 

stedfaat reign. 
S. Firm, never to be ehakcn. crush thJ foemen, under 

thy feet lay those who strive .. gain8~ thee. 
One-mindoo, hue to thee be all the regions j faithful 

to thee, the firm, be tbiil a.8setnbly." (A. V., VI. 88.), 0 

The important point worthy of, liotice ill the above 
hymn is tbe dependen~e flf UII' killgly pow~r (Ill tile laith­
fuln8l'l1l of the assembly.-

f ' I. Do yeo 0 Brahma.nu{lII-ti, inveet for rOyll1 awa.y 
this ma.n· 

With tha.t wherewith the deitiee invested S'a9itar the 
god. 

- - -----_._._ -
U Compua A. V., l. 9 1 U1d IV. 22 . 
.. Compan A. V., VI. 86. 
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2. lDveet1'his 10m for Jong life. inen bim. for greM; 
princely power, 

T'ut I may lead him on to ald. that he IDa,. .... tnb hi. 
priDCedom long. 

s. In~Mt thill Soma for long life, lQ;vest him for grMt 
hearing power, 

That ] may 'ead him on to eld, that be may watch o~r 
hearing long. 

4. For ua, IUrt'Ound bim, cover him with .pleooour, 
Give him long life and delltb when ,,~ removetl him. 
'l'bis garment bath 8rihupati preeeoted to Soma, 

to tbe kipg, to wrap about him. 

S. Advance to good old age I endue the mantle. Be 
:.hOI.! DVr linter" glUlf'a from i.precatiotl (Gri.htin~m .bbi­
.. tipa). 

Live thou .. hundred full and pleuteoul autwnoa and , 
wnoll thee in prosperity of riches. 

6. Thou Cor our weal bast clothed thCHl in this gar­
ment, thou hut become our toNI, "'IV gfjO,tl /1'0" n ( It'I 

(Vasanam abhinatipa), 
Live thou .. hundred foJl and plenteous autllmnl: 

thou living. fair thYIMII', Bhatt d,.1 fortlr.trellllllree. 

1. In every need, in awry fray we C!'all, as friends to 
suecour liS, Ind", t~e mightiest of all. 

Gold coloured, nndeaayillg, surrounded with heroM, 
dwell. dying in old &ge. with people rollftd ibee. 

8. This il the epokcn. wOrd' of Agni, Soma. Brihu~i, 
and Savitar, and Jndra." (A. V., XIX. Si-.) 

If DeliriDg bli_, at lint. lig*finding Hi,his bepa 
religious rite a~d holy fen-our. 

Tbenoe energy wu hom. and might, &Dd ldngmip; 
So thi. man let gathered gOO. ineliae then... II 

A. V., lUX .• 1. 
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Whil. hYIDn No .• 1 giv8I!I to the Ji,iahia the credit of 
establishing eleoti~e ruooarcby. the other bymn (No. 2-10) 
188108 to restrict tbe period of monarcby to the life of tbl! 
elected individual, IW clearly pointed out in VOI'lMlll ti and 1. 
The people's callan the electOO. king to be their beifers' 
guard and the assumaJ consent of the king to be their 
oows' 8UM guard from Cltrses is evidently a refercnoe to the 
oocuional condemna.tioll of the iostitution of queen. or 
OOWII on the part of a few IIleotlMl kings. "he motive for 
hurling imprecations on cows can haYl! no latiefactory 
explanation nnl881 cows are taken to melon queens, the 

motooN Clf the Kshllotriyas. 't'hia que~tioll will, however, 
be discusaed at lengtb ill connection with lb&origin of 
Ksha.t.riyaa I&t.er OD. What is 11I.}\'f('ver meant by the iml're. 
cations and cunes or the cow .. iK bhe attempt of the bache­
lor kiDgs M put aD end to the institut.ion of qu6tlns on 
whom the BrahmlUllI had the right of bei,·I.ting I,he rlliing 
prinOOll ud the wa.rrior Kllhatriyas, and to 6lltablillh here­
ditary monarchy ill its sLeat.l by marrying themlldlv...'!l. So 
10llg &II the Kslaatriyaa could not ,;uctJood in tll.llir a.t~mpt 

to aet up hereditary tUonarchi8!l, the ruling kingll, though 
bachelors, were not free from trouLles. While they had 
to contend on I.he one hand wiLh tllttir brother princes who 
eeem to bave made frequcnt. attcmplB to evict the elected 
Iring and &&iZ6 the throne, the trouble duo: to t.he dj8Slltil~ 
faction of the people on the other 86ems "to hAve been also 

• immense. 'rhis two-fold trouble i8 referred to in the follo"~ 

ing hymns of the Atharvavci.l .. ,-
"1. 'rbis parna--amulet hath cume, strong antI destroy~ 

iag with ita strength my rivals. 
The power of the god",,, the plants' ~weet essence, 
May it inci~ me oeue~easly with ... igour.-
2. 0 Parna-amuM. in me set. firmly might. ami 

opulence.~ 

• 
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Witbio the compasa of my rute may I be rooted and 

supreme. 
That de&!' mY8U!rioui amulet which goda have let withia 

the tree. 
3 . . May the god. grant to me to WeAl' to~ther with 

extended life. 
A~ giFt, by Vamna instructed, Parna hath come, the 

mighty strength of S:)ma. 
4. Thill would I, brightly shining, IDVII and cherish 

for long life luting throug;t a hundred autumns. 
5. The Parna-chMm hath come to me for great eecu­

. rit.y from.,.ilJ. 
That 1 may be exalted, yea, above the wea.lih of 

Aryaman. 
6. Sagacious bllildertl of the e&r, clever and ikilful 

artil"os,- . 
Make all the toen on every aitle. Pam., obt.-Jient to 

my will. 
7. ,. Pk "olllel aMd WIder, of tAe ii1l91. troopltadef'I, 

-.uHf. of ~lu Ao,."" 
Mdt! oJl tile fMll Ofl. entry ride, 'ParD .. , obedient to my 

wilt 
Thou, ParRa, art my body's guard, mi.n kin by birth 

to me a man. 
With Iplendour of the circling year, J hied thee, on 

me, Amulet I n (A. V., Ill. 5.) 
.. We bend together all yoar (kin.men'.) minds, your 

VOWI and pnrpolle8 we bend.' 
We bend together you wbo .ta.nd apart with hopei! 

opposed to OUI'II. 

I with my .pirit loin and hold your 'pirit6. 
Follow wah t.bougbt and wish my thought. and 

with •. 
I make ~our beart. the tbrall .. of my domini~n I 
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00 mil .tteodant eome tile w .. y I guide yon." 

A. V., Ill. 8,6.6 . 
.. Un.Dimona, ye lciollmt'D, come united, come to the 

glory of thie mighty guardian. 
Tbe inclination which your heart. have ba.rOOllred, tbe 

purpoee which hath oooupied your Mpirita, 
Tbie 1aDDu1 "ith eacrifioe and butter. 

In me be yOllr IWl!et resting pllol'tl, 0 Killiunen. 
Staud ev~u heh!, fot'ill.ke me but.. Before 118 may 
Pa.han make your path unfit to tr .. v~I." 

A. V .. VI. 13, 1·S. 
It CIOIe gathered ~ )'our bodiea I he your mind. and 

VOWI in uoieon I 
Here PJ't'Beut Brahmauaapati and Bhaga. ha.ve &HItIlnbll!d' 

you. 
Let thero be union vf your mind., let tbere be ubion 

of your beart.. 
AI, that i.e troubled in your lot with.thi~ ] mtmd alld 

harmonize. 

A.I, free from je.lousy, tbe etroll!; Adityas hilvc I«n 
the Vuu'. and Uudra'a ft:llowtl, 

So free from jealOllwy, Loru (.f three titles I 
Cause thou '''e,t: peopl' here 10 be one-miDded." 

A. V., VI. 14. 
II We bend your mind .. ill Quillon, bent! in harmony 

your bope8 and plans. 

You, there. who t.Ufn to suudered 'way" we bt!nd .nd 
Lo .... iD UUiIOD. 

1 with my spirit make your _pirit. capt.ive I 

TheM with their thought. follow my tllOllghtll aDa 

".h ... 
r make your hearts .ubmi •• iv8 to mine ,ordtlrB ; 
Clotely atteoding go where 1 precede you." 

A. V., VI. 9., 
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II Subdue with conquering might Ilia c·th",r ri~al,. tAou' 

If!t "dorn repel, 0 Jatavedas. 
FOT great felicity protect this kingdom, and iu this 

man let ... 11 the gods be joyful." 

A. V., VII. '6. 

" To me Ilath tiliH word given by Agoi, fame, foree 
aDd might, and fltfen~th and life I\nd Illlltre. 

May Agni, too, bvtow on me t,hrea timea • bundJ'8d 
manly powers. 

For mighty strengtb, for action, I receive thee, for 
maDly power, to last, a huodred autumns. 

For conquCI'ing .s t.rength, and en~rgy aod vigour. 
1 faBf.€1Il thee, fol' chieflaiu~hll'. for beariug royal 

IIlJlflixifJft tltroug! II ,o\K"dTo!ti aut."nn4,n ~ 7 

.4.. V" XIX. S7. 

While it ill r.learly sta.ted in thp.se and other t,yma. 
' .hat t·he tronblci of t.he eltICteti monarch were due to 
chariot-ma.kel"8, artisaos, . t.rooplcft.del't<, masters of the 

horae, the killg-makt'rs or Pl'il'stll, hifl kinflmen, and lael:,ly 
the peopl(' I1.t large, thl're is no mflnt.ion made in any of 

the hymns of t,roubJI'I dne to 80ns "nd wivE'S, a lurL:ing 

domf't'tic IJ"nger, prevslent at . .. later period. lUI set fort,h in 
the A rth&!lUtra. of K"utHya.' \\ 

The t'l1!dom mentio1l8l1 in A. V., XIX. 37 of 

fQlhming an am,il~t with the desire "f mll.\:ing the 
kiugship last through a. hundMd Yl'&n: puio!(I to tbe 
election of individnal!! to kil'l-gship only for life. This is 
confirmed .1110 by the ste(ll taken by the people todetbrooe 
and banish all elt"Cted cl,ier on 8('('()unt of bie OPl)rellllion 
and misgovemment. The banishment of an elected ehief 

., O/.A. v., VI. 9'1, VII.7S; 96 • 

.. ,Artha., Book 1. Ohap •• 17, 18, JO, Jl. 
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and the restoration of a.u e:o.:pelJed k,ing are f.hul alludiKl. 
to in the following hymns of the Atharvaveda:-

•• '1'hill thuuderbolt shall take Its fill of order, 

Scare life awa.y and overthrow the kingdum. 
Tear neck! in pieces, rend the hopes asunder, 
Even as the lord of might tilt: t1t"Ck of Vritra. 

Down, clnWD bene"th t,he CO"'Jlwror, id. him not. rille, 
concealed in earth, btl!; li D clown-smittfll, with the bolt. 

Seek out. the fieroe oppressor, yea, strike ouly the 
ollpresaor dead. 

Down on the fieMe oppressor'sllt'ad strike at fulllt>lIgth, 
o lhllnderholt." (A. V" VI. 134.) 

1. LlI1Jly be roaroo. Hel'e let him labour deftly. 

~pread. Agni, over spliCinus earth and hoavcll. 
Let Maruts wile possess all tJ'eaSUrCS yok(~ thee. Dring 

him who reverently paid oblations. 
• i. Though he be fllr A\va.y, let the red horsrll liring, 

lndr", bring thtl sagr to m:lll.nd friendship, 
Since wit.h Sauhamtlni the gods for him overpower 

Gayat.ri, Urihati, and hymn of Jlraill~. 

:1. King Varuna call thee hitllt'r from the waters! 
}'rom hill, aud mountain,.; Soma call t.hec hitllt'r I 

Lt:t lndra call thee hither to these ~Jl18. 
Fly hither to tb(ll;e peoplo RB a faloon. 

4·. May the hawk brinA' the mafl who II1IIS{. 1)1l 

summoned. 
From far away, in ali.}} la7lrl, aN frile. 

May both tUB Asvius makt. t.by l),,\th-way 8My. 

Come and uni!.e yourself with him, ya kinllrnf'lI. 

IS. Let thine opponents eaIl thee back. 
Thy frienrn. have ehOilen thee again: 
Indra Bnd Agni, .. 11 the gods have kept thy home 

amid tb'tribe. 
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He who diBpute~ our caning thee, be b. a itraoger or 
'akin, 

Drive bim, 0 Indra. far away, and do thou bring thil 
man to us."" (A. V., Ill. S.) 

The Taittiriya Sambit. .. Iso enjoins .. acrifice' o for 
the purpose of avertiog an impendmg expulsion of a king 
.. follows:-

". 0 Aditi, do Lhan confirm' j with these words he who 
is being BIpt:lled Bh~ld take the f01t-dulOt of bim (who is 
expelling). • Aditi is thill ealih. Verily she confirms the 
kingdom fOl' him.''' (U. 8. I.) 

The peaceful and ql1il't performances of l18Cemry 8IIen­
lice. in, accoruanCtl with the belief of thOR times to 
~leb.,.~ the grand events of the election of a. new king 
or of the reatoratiou of au exiled king clearly in~icates 

that it was no revo~utionlU'Y act atknded with blood.bed. 
Nor is there &ny rt'MSOO to lIuppolie that kingBhip duriog 
the Vedic period', wbether elective or hereditary, waa qllite 
iostcure and that 110 king'l life Wll~ _fe. Considering 
the frequent election of Kings to vacancies eauet'd by death 
or expulsion of eleckd chit'f. 00 account of their unfit. 
nll88, I.be election nnd I'E'storalion hymns that are ltill 

praerved in the Vedas "'Pl"l8&r to be t.oo ~w. Tn interpret 
them al '" lure sign of the inlecnrity of royal power i. tD 
forget the neceslity which t,be invading Aryans bad for 
IhowiD~ their unKed front against the hOflti1e aboriginal 
tribea. The spelli, charms, and aacrifiOt'l1 perFormed by 
obiefs to recover their 41st AOvereignty or the loyal 
affection of their kinsmen (lr of tilt' people It large point 
rather to the Datural admini.trR.tive difficulty of the timet 
than to tyrannical dell~n. of the royal clatll or to the 

., Compare A. V., 1. 29 _lid Ill .... 
00 For haTi'DII' I'tIOODI'H to ACrillOll ... polilioal _poa, _ 

"pPlDdb: I. 



11.1 ELECTIVE MONARCHY 39 

turbulent nature of the people. So IOIl~ IW the king. 
made no attempt. to I!8lahH"b beredit.uy monarchi811 in the 

plaoe of eJePtiVG monarcby of tho t:&rly period, they oould 
rely on tbe strong support of the priests and tbe people 
again.t tbeir clansmen. It is only at a later period of tile 

history of line Aryans in India th.t we hear of a terriLle 
iuterneeine civil war between the "Brahmaos and the 
Kshatriyu, as- iJlUljtrat.ed by the conflict between Vi .... . . 
mitra and Vasishtba a.nd PI\f88umma. aud the Kartaviryu. 
8y that time the Al'yaoa st!em to han succeeded in kI 

firmly 8ilta.bliahiog themselvel in the land lind in so skil­

fully and o!Bl't!fuUy solving tue r&Ce-(in~tion by taking the 

aboriginal Sudras into the Aryan folll, extenJin4 to ILem 
tbe right of cODnubium and' commensalism that there was 
no alien l'a('e-question at the time of the civil war to make 
tha aituation worsa for tha Aryan!'. It follows, therefore, 
\hat roy ... ! pow~r w.s neit.her insecure nor alel·tive lomt!­

tim8i and hered.i~y at ot.hers, lUI Maodollell and Keith are 
inclined to believ~.sl 

It was 'Illite secure and was 'Juiu powedlll to show ita 
united front to tba bostile Duyus or nativ88 80 U to 
Aryaniee them partly by conquest and partly by conciliator, 

measures. IJ. wu aIlIO electi,,!"e aud oC the lame coDstitutional 
type lbat i. still pl'fIvaient in the South Indian $tates of 
Travaucore a.nd Cooliin, of which it if, u will be leen 
lai:.t!r on, the source. This elective-monarchy continned 

till it WM set aside by hereditary monarchy 80mewllere 

about the times of Visvamitra· and Paruul'lIoma S I 

-------'------- - --- -
.. VlIdio llloMlI:, Vol. II, p. 811. 
o. 1'KlO B. O. (80s Guam .i,.a .. a, the Vedic 1I:ra.) 



LEC1'URE III 

THE OI.101N 01" Ttli': K811ATkl rA~ 

Before going to I'ead my paper on the Origin of the 

K.hairiyu. 1 think Tt neceA8&I'Y to draw your attention to 
lome of the important points noted in my paper on U The 
Evolution of Castes," which I read in the Mytbic Society 

at &ngalol'8 sOlne yC&l'!l ago. 
I. Tbe most important Jloiut to whioh I want to draw 

your attentiou ie the mealling60f the word caste Cute 
meaUB .. !locial 8:1clusiveness wit.h refereDcc to diet and 
marriage .. go long &8 a Hindu, wlletber a Bl'IIIbman, 

K..ehatriy., VaillYt. or Sudra, observ611 his social crrommQnal 
ruJes about t he articles of diet I.e ea.! s and "bout the 
woman he marries, he is regarded 10 maintain his cute a~d 
to 10118 it the moment he infringes the mIt's of dit·tary KId 

marri&ge. Birth and ritm1. are sectlndary. for there i. 
6vidfIOOIl to prove that the ofllpring of Brahmaoll and 1I0U_ 
Brahman womf'n used to become Brahm .... and that reli­
gioull ril.el Wtll'9 changed from time to. time. 

Even DOW all that people care to know aLout a mao's , 
oLeervan08 of bis (:~tt: u. where he eat. and wIlst he l,&ls 
aDd whom lie h.", married. These two t."ill~8 ore visible 
while birt'h Inll uhBcr'Yanl.'e of rituals are invisible. Tbti 
Lords and Commons of Englaud, now two ClU881, will,b&­
DOme two cutes t.ho moment they ctlUC to iotermarry 
and interdine with each other. 

D. The 'next point to be noticed i. that the 
HindtlB of the pre-Buddhistic period had nu .suell ruIN 
of diet and marriage U pl'fIvented them from in'terdinibl 
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and intermarrying with other people. Anim.J food aDd 
liquor &110 formttd part of their diet. a a 

They married women of other r&eflI alto, U.aall, .. 
Brahman bad four wives corresponding to the four olllBklJ; 
K.batl'iy", three; V.isya, two; sud a Sud ... one or many 
of his own clus. 'I'hey all employed SudI'lL cooka in their 
houses. SOWI begottan by Brahmans Oil Don.BrabDL&D 
women were free t.o enreise the functjoull of Bl'IlhmauI." ~ • Hence the words, Brahmans, Ksbatriyas, Vaisyy and 
Sudraa were names of cll.88el l'IIotlier than or eutl!ll during 
the pre-Buddhistic period. 

Ill. With the allpearaocc or Buddhism, all this chang­
ed. Thougb Buddhism did not preach caste, it lthemently' 
denounced certain customil, the disappearance of which 

brought about cute ioto existenoe. It denounced Rem­
eatiog !loud plurality of wives and denied Nir':,ana to thou 
who were addicted to animal sa.crificea~ flosh_eatiug and 

I16X1laJ indulgonce. The Brahmanli gave up those two con­
demned customs and, at! II. relu!t, formed themselvl1' into 
castes mainly with the intenti ::m of keeping l1r tbeir 
dietary and marriage rules. The aLhel' 01&118('11, too, fal­

lowoo them and formed sepAl'll.W cafil,tee. 
This is the summary uf my I*per 011 the evolution of 

castlll and .118 the second part of that Ilaper hu iroport:ant 
beariug on the suhject under coutlid~tiau, I am going to 
read it before you once more. 

U words have lhtlir own biography to tell, .. 

Profeeeor Milo.. MuIJer oncJ' pll~ it, there are lome 

Vedic wordl and bymllil that appear to 0011 a tale different 
from "hat later Puran'c writers took them to m_u . 
.The words thai appe&!' to have played an important 

~~ "''''- Aput.a1l1ba • 
•• Y .... LUylyua. IX. J," and Aputalll~, n. 6, n . 

• 
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part in I~e history .,£ tile origin of the Kabatriy. cl.as are 
(I) Brahmaji\y., ( ~ ) Brahmllgll.vi, (5) V~, (4) Priilli, (5) 
Go, and (d) K!tnadhenu. Of t.he.c the first five are Vedic 
and the last Puranic. T1J6 lit6ral me&lling of the fint 

word' BrahtD"jJlya • il:l the wife of a 8rahman or priest, 
and it is used in t.hat 88111:1(' both in tho Rigvt'da eX. 109) 
anti the Atbarv&veUa. (V. 17). Her abduction by .. 
Ksbatl'iyllo or rather a Kshatriya King and her subsequent 
restorat.ion to ber h~8bandJ the pril:st , form the subject 
matter of the two h.\'mos in which tllILi word oCCurs. 

The wortl • Rrahmagavi • mea.nfl t.he cow of a Brahman 

or priest and illllHell in that sense in the fifth hymn of 
the twelftb Kanda of t.he A t.barvandA. 

The word' Vasa,' a barren or powerful cow, as inter­
preted by Sayanlt and ot.hors. is fountl ill I,he fourth hymn 

of the twelfth K"nda of the same Vt.Ja. 
!'he wo~ • G{l,' a Brahman's or priest's cow, 1S found 

in the eighteentll aud nineteenth bJmnl'C of the fifth Kanda 

of the Ath"rvaveda. The di ll<J.lltl'Ollll eonsequences that 

would befall " Kshatriya or King, if lie were to rob a 
priest of I,is e~m', "ra elabo1'ately de~eribed in these fOllr 
hymns. 

The word 'Prislli,' a wonderful row, occurs in the 
elevent.h hymn of the fifth Kanda of the Atharvaveda, and 
the subject m~tblr of that hymn is a conversation between 

Varun" and an Atll8trVan priest about the poM'iMlllion of a 
wonderful cow bestowed by the formp,r on the latt4!r. 

The story o( a ttlrrible ' war between Visvamitra, a 
Pnrau1C King. who is sa.id to have become a Bn.hman 

by the performance of Do penance, and Valri8btha, a Vedic 
priest, on aooount of the latter's KAmadhenn or desire­
giving cow which Visvamitra. is paid to have attempted to 

take for himself by force is elaborately described in all the 
PUraDY. Likewise the story of the dl!8trnctioll ot King 
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Kartavirya and bis family aod also of othtlr Kshatriyu by 
PaJ"&IIurama to avenge t.he death of his rather JlLmadagni 
who mL8 mnrdered by Kartllvirya. for the R8.ke of t.he pril.'l:!t's 
cow is found in almollt all the Puranas. AIDlost. all oriental 
scholal'8 have followed Sayana in taking the wordIJ1 Umh. 
magavi, Vasa, Prieni, 00, and Kamadhenu to mean & cow 
of extraordinary powers in tbe poSI!es~ion of such r",molls 
Vedic priests as Vasillhtha, JamMligwi, and ot.hers. But 
line 33 of tbe ftllllth hymn of the fifth Ka.nda. of thl! 
Atharvaveda, where Vasa or 11 row i~ ;;aid to bt' the mother 

of a Rajanya or King, seem!! to 611gge~t that the so-called 
cow is not a quadruped beast bllt a woman, t.he same as 
Brahmajaya. or R pried's wife whO!lc .bdllct.ioll hy Ksha.tri­
yas seems ttl have been the cause of a nnmber of femll! 
between the Bl'ahmllons 011 tb(> onc hand and the Ksha.t.r1yas 
on the ath!!r. If reliance call bt- placed IIp<lll this plaiu 
interpretation of the word, Vasa., and if jt can be extcnded 
to aU the cow.llymn~, then what hM hitherto appear<.n to 
be an inpxpliCII.Dle myth resolves jt.;e!f' into II. credible hili. 

toric.! episode, cI,jdelicing an institllt,ion or cnst.oll'l, t,he 

like of Ivhich is still pl'e".lent in what is ca.lled t.he land 
of Paraaura.ma, ,' . ~., the States of TravlI.ncore a.nd Cochin . 
The peculiar Vedic CI1l;tom thai can be based upon this 

interpretation a.nd which has becomtl extinct outside the 
States of Travaucore and Cocllin appears to Ilave been 

somewh"t as follows :-
There leerns to have hef:ll 8." institution of women, 

called Brahmaj"yall, Brahm .... .;.via., VasRS or COWII, whom 
the pri8l!lts had thfo exclllllj Ie privill'gp. to marry. The 

KBhatriya cl~ seemll to have been the result of the union 
of these womeT! with tbe Bral,mall prielb. 'I'he eldeet son 

of the ~gb prie.t and thf! chief BrahmaJaya seemll tD 

have been invested witb ruliug powel'8 while the BOns of 
other pri:Sta and otber BrabmajaYaa! formed a b&'ld of 
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.oldie", or militia.. Neif-ber the king OOt' the BOldiera 
aeem to b.VIl been allowed to marry. The firth vaftle of 
the 8n.hmajaya hymn where a. I:.cbelor is Mid to have 
rtlitored to Brihupa.ti or the chief priest, hie COIUIOri IleeJll,II 

to 8UggdBt tb!l aoove ide". Tho kings of lavera1 states 
seern to have prot8!llted again9~ this custom and themselves 
married the Brahm.jays, or Brahmagavis. Thi" breach of 
custom aD the Plott of ~the KshaotTiya.!4 appe;rently brought 
.bout the ooouion .. 1 feuda between the B,'.hroana and the 
K..ha.triy&ll. u implied by the Brs.hmajaya and other hymns. 
The war between Visnmitra. and Vasiahta lUI well &II that 
between Par.suram. and Kartavirya. seem to have been 
ilue .to the-same CAU8e. Visvamitra seems to have fought 
for the right of Ksha.triyaa to marry and .ppea1'8 to have 
brought .. bout t;be marriage of Ram .. , Lakshmana, Bharata, 
and Sa.trughpl. with the fOllter ilaughters of Jana.ka and his 
brother, all a prt'test A.gainlJt this custom. This violatinn 
of the custom on the t..art of Villvamitr:. s_eems to have 
provoked Parasurama and led him to wage war with Rama 
and his brothers on their way t.o Arodhya. after the 
marria.ge. It is probablo tha.t PRrasurama, the ebampion 
of the Brs.hmaos, failed in his a.ttempt to subdue the 
Kshatriyu and to re-establish the privilegfkl custom of the 
priestly claN. It ie also probable, Ulough part·Jy contrary 
to the Puranic vers~on of the story, that being defeated and 
driven out by the vlctorious KshatriY88, he CAme with a few 
followel'll to the west;,..cout of South Indi .. ftnd set up .. 
colony there, perpetuating Hie old CURtaro, which is .till 
prevalent io Travancore and Cochin and which is attributed 
to bim. It appear. that the ruling kings in these two 
at.t.ee are princes begotten by .. family or soot of Bra-bmao 
prie.t. on a eUooeeeiv-e line of princ8S888 or qU~D~ like 
the Vodio Brabmajayas whOle male i'-~el were. originally, 
though not now, obliged to live .. oeleba.te life with ruling 
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POWeN, while the female illsnes beclLme the queens of the 
etate in Buocessiou. TlJl!re ill 110 marri~1'f: system among 
the Nayan, nor do the women ~ll6DIJ thllmt>"lva; to a 
single busband. Tbe Brahmans in these st.a.t1'8 are called 
Namblldris and they obai'rve the Vedic CUBtoms. The 
following extracts, taken lIut from Thurston's Callft' IlH(1 

1'ri1M8 of S(}7fIMI'1I. IRdin and Goplll Panikar's .lfolnlJflf lnuJ 

ill Pollt, corroborate the above faels :-
.. As recorded in the Keralamah!l.tfnya, t·fllditioll tral'6!I 

the Nambuuria to Ahiksilctra., whence llarasurama. invited 
Srahma.os to 81lWa ill his newly reclaimetl ttlrritol"Y. In 

view of preventing tlt~ iuvitod aettll!l'ti Erum relioquil:lhing 
it he is u.id to have introdllced, on the advice ot the Bage, 
NIlftd., certain deep amI di~tinctivc cllang~ in their 
personal, domestic, :lnd com mllna.l illl!titutionll."~ ~ 

"Writing in the eight.t'enth centmy, Hamilton oblil.·l·vc~ 

t.h"t the Nambu(h-i, ILr!! \.he liMit in both cipn.eitit·\! of . '-' Church al1fl State, ami tlomtl of them are I'npcs, UCltng" 

sovereign pl·inees in botll.";IOJ 

" He it! perhaps, liS hili mcasUI-ements lSt:\.m to I,ro\'c, 
the tiuet!t. Aryan iu Soutbel'n Imlia, and not only physi­
cally, but in his custom8, h.bit,g amI ccremouie!! which are 
so welded into him tbat fOl"sakfl them he cannot, if be 
would."ar 

"Every NamLudri is, theoretically, a life_long litudent 
of the Ved ... "811 

.. The eldest eon alone marries. S110Uhl a Nambudri'li 
"ld8llt lIOn die, the next marriell and so on. Women join the 
family of their bUf'b&nd and to thia !I)() her childrf'Il belODI{ 
......... If there is no male member, the Sarvasd.danam 

U Cut.N uri Tribell of Sontb~m India, Vol. V, p. 1M . 
.. /bid, p. lISe. 

".U.fd, p, 167 . 
.. lbi4, po 160 
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m&n'iJ.ce is performed by Wh1~h .. m.&Q of &Dother family 
it brought into the family and marrit'd to .. daughter 
of it, "ho, after the maDr.er of the "aplJOinted daughter" 
of old · Hindu law, band, on the propert;t' througb her 
children."" 

" An exception to tbia general rule of inheritance i8 

that seventeen families of PaYlI.nmur in North M.l.hllr 
follow the Marum&kkattayam eystem of inheritance 
through the female 'ine. The other Nambndris look as­
kance at these, and neither mlltry 110r diDe with them. It 
ill IIUppoeed that they are \lot pure bred, uaviog Kahatriy. 
blood ill their veina,"u 

.. HamJ.lton, writing conct!rning MalaLar at ~he end of 
the seventeenth and the beginning of tl.e eighteenth century, 
... y., that· when the Zamorin marries, be must not cohabit 
with his bride till the Nambudri or chief pri88t has enjoyed 

her, "nd, if tie ple&sea, may have three nightl< of Iler com­
lWlY, because the 61'lJt fruit of her nuptia.ls mU8t be an holy 
oblation to the god he wnrships, anet some of the noblN are 
eo complai8&nt all to allow the clergy the 8D.me tribute, 

but the colllmon people canno~ have tbat compliment paid 
to tbem, but are forced to supply the prillllt's place them-
sel"es," t I 

Of The Nambudris call tbemllleivefi Arya Bla.bmanu. 
Their legendary transmigl'll.tion to Malal.r from Nortbern 
Iu.dia is doubtlBIII 'true. There i, by' rar the PUrelit form , 
of the Ved.io Brahm· ... nilm to be met with in Southern 
India. A complete ROCOnnt or the religion of t·he Nambudri. 
cannot be given in these p&g8II. The Nambudri'l life ia 
.. round of MCrifices, the last of wbich is the burning of 

•• Cute. aud Tribe. of Bo1lthlllnl. Iadi&, Vol. V, p. 178 . 
... Ibt4, p. ~77 . 
•• hid, po I'll. 
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bis body on the < funeral PY'1.' WIlen the Nambudri baa 
no male illlue, he ~orm8 the Putrakameehti or Karman. 
pika PrAyuebittam YA-gamll or sacrificea to obtain it."'" 

" According to the Brahman tradition, the Nayar cute 
• i. the result of uuion between the N.mbudrie wit,b Deva, 

Gandbarva, and Ra.klllllllila. wOlllen introduced by Panut1-
ramaj and. this tradition ('mboriiel'l the undoubk-d fact th.t 
tbe caste by it!! practice (If hypergamy has had very large 
infusion of Aryan b'ootl.tl4~ -

.r 'I'he origina.l NayaTtl were undoubtfilly .. military 
body. holding l.ndll and f'er'iin~ as a militia, but the pre­
lent Nayar caste incilldes l>e~on!l who, by heredi~ry er:. 
cupatioD, ''''8 t.r&dElrs, IlrtiM:m!l, oil mongers ptollUlquin 
bea~n. and cn m barherll and wlI.>\hernll.m."~" 

" They (the Brilhman'l) arc tlw lord" of the soil, poeae __ 

iug large powers fur o.tlpreSlJiOD and domination over tht' 
labouring elMs .. s, the NaylU'~. All tI,e domestic COllcemll • of the N"yar". all their ~ocial intercoUl'SeM, all their liberty 
of thought and aetion a rfl I'l:!glllat.OO hy the arbitrary 
will of the Brahman priests. Not one of them, in their 
true capacity, is allowed to move his litt.le finger except 
on consultation with tbe Brahman priests j and di. 
obedienoo to their orders ill often visited with their dip,. 
pleasure aud the resulting depriv"tioll 0' their means of 
livelihood aud balli..bmeut from liociety."u 

.. The Aryan Brahman!!, when tb:! calDe into th~ 
conntry, had the .me social organisation lUI exist.. among 
~eir SlleotlllOt1l to.day. Their lawl! drictly ordain thatonly 
the eldest mem.ber of the houehold shan be left frM to 
ellter into lawful wedlock with .. wom&rl of their cute, t,he 

.f OU_aDd TribOl! of 8o",tl:.em lodi .. Vol.. V, 1lo,,!-> p.l86 . 
.. p. 111 . 
.. nMl,p.~ 
.. 16>i4," t84. 
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.)'OQnger memben beiDg I~to .• bift for .tbeu;elvtl in ~ 
mUter. In ancient LimN the only uj;lum ~ wbioh tMIe 
lat~r oould fiod in the t>~i.tiDg d:&te :bf their soeial oir­
CDDlItanoea WIll in t.he NaYlor familiea wbioa .. ttled round 
.. bout. them. It .honld, in this eonneetion, Lei remembered 
that the BrahmanB formed &l!I ari. toc.n.tie order, and .. 
Illob they were the exclulive cU8tOOU\nl aDd expoeitors 
of the law. Naturally enough, too large numben yof 
Brahman younger ~nl who IIV8re looking about for wives, 
turned to the NaYlor familietl and beKao to enter into 
illegitimate uniool of the nature of concubina.ge. , Now 
the IIWlctity uf formal and. religiou. marriage ..... inoolD­
patihle mth lOORoetll and dej.,tl'adatiuo iowlved in t.bde 
illegitimate unionl; and Drahmlilon ingenuity dlsoovered .. 
ready means of getting over tile difficulty by .. aomal 
prohibition of v.lid marriages among the Nayard, which 
would otiierwi", have prejudicially interfered with their 
I'lOnjuga.1 de8tinies." 4 8 

In order to "bow how far the Vedic hymns • Brahm .... 
j"y ..... . Brahm&gll.vi," VIWIo,' " Prisni,' and • Go,' convey 
id.. analogou!! with the cmrtoms observed in Malabrtr 
from time immemorial, 1 have quoted below ..thoae 
hymns together wil.h their Englillh l'emlering: .. ~ade by 
the late Ralph T: H. Griffith. All that ~ to be borne in 
ruiud for the clear undel'lta.nuing of the hymn. i. that 
the word cow il D'o~ a quadruped 'beul., but a tnat.utlOriaal 
ui1l'e8liou maniog a woman bel,poging tu _ tDiUtut.e 
of women under the power of the prieetly olue. for thet!l ill 
00 evidenoe to believe thst t.he K:ahatriyll. were cattle. 
lift.en .nd th.t they robbed the 8rabmaD8, their own 
priMlt •• of their few Cows "MIn t~~y bad Wont them tII6 

.. Xu. am1 R. IoIk. b1 00)*1 Paaibr, tad ttdh&oIt,' pp. 11 u4 ... 
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precious .0<1 iovahlable wea-Ith of the srly I18ttief'l of 
India, compand with . which the v.llIa of t.be poor 
Brahmaos' COWl W&I!I quite insignificant. Nor ill tlltH'e any 
evidence to belitve that the B.,&hmil.n. gave eXI're.ioD to 
luch £ur;ooll and abominable threats and CI1rwe& on the 
LhatriYlll8 and lbeir kinbrdom for the ukf! of a enw or .. 
number of cowa while, on the c"ntrary, tht'y retf'ived ... 

preecnta from the kings leveral COIJ'S au ocClBiohS like 
IIICrificee and coronatiolls of kingtl, &1'1 l'xplicity stated in a 
Domber of Vedic hymns. 

'rho hymn OD the I!rahmajaya (Rigveda, X. J09 and 
Atharvaveda, V. 17) runs &II fullow.:-

"1. 'Theae fil'lt, the boundicil sea, Ilid MAfarilVan, 
tiere.glowing 6re, the strong, the l\Iil:l ... beetower. and 
heavenJy flood .. , fitllt boro by holy order, exclaimed .gain.t 
the outrage on .. Brahman.'u 

t. King Soma lim of all, without -reluctaflee, mad. 
re.titlltion of the Brahman's consort. Mitr. alld Varun. 
were tbe inviters : Agni M Hot.r took her hand and led 
her." 

S. The man, he!' pledge, mu,t by the band btl lakeD 
when be- hath cried. She ill a Brahmall" COllwrt. She 
lfayed not for .. benld to conduct ber : thll8 is the king­
dom of-a ruler Jtllardt.-d .40 

Of The .abjectof the hyma, part. of ",hieh Irv t.kell from Hired. 

x. 108, i. the abduction b.1 a Xeh.tri,. of • 'bl'lhtnln'. wit" Ad. h ... 
eabMqll"" rn~iDn to bu blllltfflod. The RfgTl!'da hymn __ I .. 

obI, .... n .ta" .... , ocmcladiol\' ""th .teOD II of tile At-b_ .. eda lI,.mb. 
Be. , The _ of loti". ' lI.taIi .... n' p"'-bl, .... ind. Fire, Apt . 
Tt... Strolls ' hldra. BIi._beatawer , Boma. Olli.raga on • Brah"An , 
Bl'lbma' •• 1. 1OCDI"din8 to. S"YIU'L-Bee uote OQ .t.D .. 6. 

•• ...._ tho myit,e,.: act.ecI ... lutercocien, 01' match-nulk.,. at. 'n 
."aewed _m.p. 

•• aer pledfe, _ epoco_. Thai' by ob.rni1lC jaitioa aIMI 

01"""" t.b..,abdaoMcl ria..," rwt.orecl. Th_ Ut...e n.wa .... CICJIfte. 

JIODd, with 1Ha-1I.t TIliUIou .. to lltea .. 1.8 of the Rirede brau. . 

7 
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4. She whom they call the .ta., with l005e~ .~ 

de.oeDding &II .. mi.fortone on the village, ~be .Brah1D"D~ • . 
oonlOrt, Ihe disturb. the kingdom where bath . appeared 
tbe bare with fiery dubing,a o 

6, Active in duty Ie"_ the nrd.uc!tart : be i. .. 
member of the God'" own body. Througb him lIrihupati 
obtained hi. CODBOrt, .. the gods gained tbe ladle brought 
PI Soma.' I 

8. Thlls spake of her those of old, seven Riebil. who 
II&t them down to their austere devotion. Dire is .. B,.h~ 

midi" wife lell home hy otherB j in the 8upremeat. ~ven 
Ibe plante confllsion .u , 

7.' Whl'D iufant. l1ie, untimely born, when herd. of 
cattle waitt! away, wheu heroea tltriku t!&Ch other dead, the 
Brahman', wife deatroyeth them. 

8. Even if ~n former huai.uds,-oone .. Brahman -­
had .pOI1&ed .. dame, aud then .. Brahmall took her br.nd, 
he i. her husband, only be. 

I. Th real '_liM of the ml.tortone attribllt.ed to meteoric irr,fhurll08 

!, .amD dil""lpect IhowlI tn & Bnlh'n""'1 wit... HILMI_:"ith liel']' 1I.uh. 
Itil': 80me met.oriG phDlIGDlel101l . 

• , BirettA, X. 109, Ii. Brlhwachftri : ft ),ollth ill thl lint It.oI«e of 

.. Brahml1 l1'l religiuUl life ~ "rDligiOUI dlld.8IIt. Brih .. pdi:!.hat ii, 
t b. illjured Bralr.Q1ln; ~Jrih .. ~ti repl"llllClnting the nCllJ'dota! 01-. Thl 

ladle, Jllbllm, whicb PrOlllMOr Ludwig takel to be the W,', naflll: . 
'JlI.ba, 0 Goda, ooaduolied home h, 8_&.' Th, mllUliDg ill obeo_ 
AlepD.d. quoted b, .,&D& 1&,1 tbat Jllhll 01" V.", thl ",if I of BribaJ. 
patl .,..ho "Id._titled witb 8ftha.., had bNrr. d_rted hy bll" huAaDd. 

TIl. god_ tbn oolltlllt.ad topther .. to the 1DMJIII of ~ Ilia liD, 
aud r.t.ored. her to her buknd. The lelGd b .. fl"id_tl, PO'lnl oat 
of Ibe minlla..&a:rr.diq of the aaoilni b,mu . 

• 1 8taa ... 4 or &ill.,adab'1II11. BI..,.n Riabill: oellbraW..,· 

... aDd In.pred ... of Indeat tim.. BhNad .. j., ~ a.-, 
AU1, V .. llhta, Vina1Ditrw., &lid Jamadapl " 
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e.: Not Vi.1'y., Dot Rl1ojanya, DO, the Brahman i. 
indeed ber lord. Thi. Surya in hi. eoune proclaim. to 
the five NCN of mankind. 61 

10. So then the goda f'elItored her. 80 man gave the 
woman back again. Princ~ who kept, their IJromiaes 
restored the Brahman'" ~ded wife," 

II. Having reitol't'd the Brahman'lI wife, alld treed 
thelnlJllilvefI, . with God', aid, from win, t.hey ,harf'd t.he 
fuUn .. of the earth amI won themsefv(>1 eJttended Away.BI 

Ii. No lovely wife brin~ her dower in hundred., 
relit. upon his bed, within who84.' killj..'1IORI i ... delained, 

tbrough want of ftlnse, a Hrahman's wifE'.u 
----- ,-- - - -. 

to B.jan:r-: lln.n of II,e milit.ary IUId priu~f'ly d .. ~: XI",!riy. 
.. StAn&ll.8 of the Riffn.d .. hymn. 

.. Stanu. 7 of the BiRl' fuln. hymn. 

,. Huir ob.eM'el at th" .. nd of hi, trllnlldion of th" nUII.BI!l""eda 

portiOll. of the hymn (0. B. Tpdll. J ., p. ~I) ' "lh;Il h;t"rnn apT""'fI t(l 

abow thd, how ..... "" fll'trn .. agant. thll pr"t.enBion~ of th~ "'rahm"n. ""'"nt 
iZi otbfto f'Npeci.ll, they ha.d, evell ilL th .. r,oUlperati"ol, lllkl period whf'n 

it " .. ~JN*<I, bIlLli!.ll .. regard tu thrl Vll rity of til .. !I,.:enlot.o.i "'load • 
.. the, riot Orl],. lnklrmllrrird with 'l'olnon or the ir u ... n ,order, (lr ,,""'I 
with 'lf01J'len who hid pl'tly;,,",I), li .. ed ~inll'l(', but 1I'1It'O in the haloit 0' 

fonz>iD' Dniorll with till! widO'lu of HajnnY'l~ fir VlliIY"", if they !lid riot 
II"" t&ke ~Ion of thr .... i .. (101 of .noll mrn .... hile they we", ali .... 

EYeJI it we I"p~ theN ,,"omen tn ha .. e IHo loPfI'ed to prieltly f"milie", 
thill w01l1d op]y Ihow that it wa. nO UJLCOlllPI(l1l j.hiug {o, fenlal.,. of 

that 01 .... to be Inlrried to Raj"n),n. tJr VliIlJ'&OI- n 'Iel which would, 

of l'OIU'Ie, Impl, thllt the CfUltoo Iyltem "" U elthrr lui, ob~''''\'ed, or • only betrflUdng to be intmdncod am"nfl' tt, .. Intli .. n. nf the rla:rlier Vedic 
.,.. Tba~ ~bly to Ineient w...diti"n, Brahmlnl illt.ermarrlod 

kJ .. ,.. womeD at tile period ift qUeltior., ;. alllO dlltiDctly .bowp by 

tbe ttory or the aiebi Ob,.a1'll.nl Ind I!uhllya, danlJht.cr of 811!'J'_, 

-*ed m the Batlp!.thl. Bnt.ml.ll&, Illd quoted iD my paper entitled 
'OOlltribftll_ to a howledif' gf Vedic JI.,.thol!lfl'1,· NO.,IT, ift the 

hManaJ of the A .. ~c 80cIety for 1868, p. 11 I. Se., allO the .torier. or 
tk aluf ft1lYU~ who rnalTW tJ,. dalll\'hter of Xin,ll' Rath.yiti," turd 
by -uae ___ tOr 011 BicYRda, V. 61, nnd giyen in Profea_ wil.o.'1 

• ~ ...... IaIiOD, Vol. ill, P. 840', 


