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13. No brwd-browed calf witb wide.tet "n ia eyer 
in bi. homeetead borD, within whOle kingdom is· detained, 

througb ",ant of IIeID8e." Brahman '. dame. 
14. No deward, golden-neckhlced, goee before the 

meat tray. of the man within whOll8 kingdom i. detained 

through want of 'Elble, .. Brahman's dame. 

16. No lily growl with oval bolhe, no IOb,l. pool ill 
in hi. fieldl, in whose dominion is det&iBod. through 

seoJ8let1f1 love ... Brahlnan'. dame. 
l? 'fhe men whoae task it ill tn milk. drain not 

brindled cow for him, in wh~ .Iominion ill detained. 

through seUsel881 love, .. BnIobm:Lu'. tlame. 

18. IJi. miloh-eow doth not prufi t. one, hi. d ... llght

ox maalel"ll not. too yoke, wherever, f't'vereli from bia wife, 
.. Bl'Iohman _pend. the monrnful night. 

A few words in explanation of tilt' hymn will not be 
uncalled for 'befor, ha.ndling the other Vedic hymn~. 

Though Gr;ffith h.s s\looeeclpd ;11 milking a correct 
and f.ithfnl tl'&nsl .. t;on of tJle h~'mn, he ITiluio no attempt 
to find out. oonnected meaning of t.hr. whole hymn and 
dilpoAed of it by 8aying that it ill partly obscure. 

Muir attempte..l to explain the hymn on ~e supposi
tion th.t Brhamans marr;L'I"1 the widows of Rajanyas and 
V.ilYU and even formed union, with their wiv.-, while 
they were .Iive. ~vident.Jy this snppositil'lI is inCOQsis
tent with the meanin,; of lhe WON 'Hr"lllnajIl.Y": Brah
man's wire. Neither CII.1l .. Rajany,,', or Vaiaya'. wife be 
.. Brabm&n's wife, nor a Brahmll.n's wife the wife of the 
former. Alao the word Brahll1l1Cllarl, bllChelor, Gnd. no 
uplaa.tion on thi. suppoeition. 

On the authorit.y of K.nllik" Sutra which S.ran. 
baa quoted at tHe hMding of ('&eh of thE' bymns quoted 

here, be _". that when ' a cow isseizM (goh.rane). tbi_ 
o 
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hymn .. well all the Cltiler bymoe quoted here are to be 
recited and rite. of sorcery verformed. It folJoWfi thert'
fore that ~rll.bm.j.ya, Brahmllb'1l.vj anri Vasa are synony. 

mODs words and meaD a 8r.hman'fi wife. From verse M of 

the fourth hymn of the twelfth book, where Lhe cow ill uid to 

be the mother of a Rajallya, it i. ch·.r that the offspring 
of the priest and his epeciRI consort is a pri nee. As Sa,\'ana 

attributes the allthonhip of BOme of tbese bymns to Para

lIuramal ' and &8 the o:fFs[lrin~ of a IIrihman (If II chosen 
family aud his "lueell consort is a bachelor king in the 
land of Parasur.rna, the St"t.&I of Trav.neore atld Cochill. 
it is not ullreasonabte to take thfi lVord Brahmachari, 
mentioned ill ,'erse " of the abon' hymn, to ~ the off· 
spring of the couple, Brahman Bud Brahmajaya. 'l'be 
Ksbatnyu and Vais):1S seem to ha\'c protested against 
tbt. exclusive privilege of thc priests to bt!get princes amI 

p1"8ventad them from marrying or approachil'lg the 110_ 

called Brabmajayu who, it appears, fo:med • ~t, clae~, 
or family, of women unuer the protection of tile f:Hate, 
u in Trava.ncore and eochin. The Bbttemell~, mil/Ie in 

verse 9 of the above hymn that neither Rajanya u(lr .. 

Vail,.. eIoO be a. hllsba.nd of the Br&bmajaya, is evidently 
a rejoinder of the Brahma.ns to the prowst of the Ksha
triy .. and Vaisyaa. &tb Muir and the anthon of the 
M.b.bharata, Ramay.n .. and the PUranas in which the 
.tory of tbe terrible wars for the sake of 1 cow i. narrated 
appear to have found the iUJlpprop1-iatelieM of tbue 
tbreab, imprecations, and cUI"II~e with the occaeional or 

frequent attempt. of Ihe Klb&triyas to rob the Hrabmaul 

of their quadruped. . Hellce Mnir !teem, to have taken 

•• 1 J"OlQIOmbcw to bars oome -.emu thi~ IIMtemen\ I&t the h_dlll" 
of Olle of tb_ b)"nI,a in the Ger ... n N1itiQn nf t,h. AthOlrv ....... 
It d_ ...,. .~1' it' the Bmnbay ~itioa . 
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tile word 'go,' cow, in an extended left. df property, 
while the .lItbo,.. of the 1'U"'O&I at.tributed ~pem*ral 
POWI'l to tboee animat.. I thiulr that both t.beMt at,.. 
tempt. to opwn the o_ure Vedic hymol are wrong, 
for tlN!re i. no reuon to belie.e that thoqgb ~,bere .ere 
oeeuiooal or frequent family feud. or WUI betweeD 
Vi",.mit,.. and Vuiahthl., h-!tween Kartaviryarjllna toDd 
Paruarama, ud betw~ .. few other K.lhatri".. .IU~. 
Brahman., sometim. for tbe Qile of II cow and other 
tim. for lpeeilird I'8UOne, life II.nd property were not .to 

.iDMrQre among l,be inading Vedic ludiam 1M to 5UppoI8 
that the Klbatriyu were cattlo-liftflI'll and wt're _ in the! 
habit of. rohbing the> Brahmans of their movr.ble 'lid 
immovable property. I think that if the interpretatioll 
I un IUgg88ted. wflre too he ACCepted, none of these io
CODIiltenoi811 and improbabilities wonld crop up. &I1d .. 
MtiUMltory explanation of .. hitherto innplicable oDltom, 

• prevaleot in Travancore and Cochin, would be fortbt"Omm~ , 

I do Dot think that the legal world is quite .timed with 
tIM mattdr-of-faet explanation of thl! peculiar Malabar 

custom of inheriting the property through the 'mal, Iioe 
ooly amoop; the K.hatriyu, whilt' in the l'eIIt of IudiA it. 
ill through the malt! line among .. II el.ReEI of people, 

Aieo in thi" connection Muir nhaerYe8 N'~rding the 
pNOtice of Jt"m .. rri~ of women and of intermarriage 
amontr the fOllr el.BeII : «That the remarriage of lNmt'D , 
was customary among the H indus of tllGet' day. ila.t.o 
abowa by A. V., IX. 5, 21, quot.t><1 i~ my paper 011 Vama, 
Journal of the Royal A_tic Sorlety for 1666, p. '188. 
Tbi.latter- .upposition (the luppoeitiob of Sl'aJnnaD8 'bikini 
poMeI8ion of tbe wives of RajanYM or V .. is,... while they ' 
were ali"e) deny. a eertain support from the emphan. 
witJt, wllieb the two TerRI in queation (Athanancb, V. 11, 
8, 8), .... rt. til .. t the B,.hman .. the onl)' tnae-h1Ut.M. 
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WheoC8, it may btt asked, the Deee.ity for thia 8t.rong 
and repMted ...,Yeration, it the Rajaoy .. and V.i.y. 
bo."nde "61'8 still alive, and prepa.roo to claim the I'fII.o 

toration of tbeir wive8 r The vel'98lJ ate. how('\-eJ', erpIi~ 

.. Ide "ithout t.hia suppotition. 
It ill to be umerypd, ho\vn'er, that no mention i. bent 

made of Sudru as .. class with which Brahmans inter~ 
married. Sbd~ wpre not Aryu lip the thr1Ml uppt't' 

claau.. Thi. diltinotion ill recognised in tbe 10Uowing 
NNe of the Atbarv&vu (XIX. 8~. 1, • Make me d ... to 
goda.' From Mann (IX. 1409-157; X.7) it i8 aiM!' tllat 
Brahmalls intermarried with Sudl"lo womeD, though the 
othpring of thOlle maniagee ",u degraded." 

With this explanation of obteure word. and ph,.,., 
let UI tum nur attention to the o~er Vedic hymn" having 
.. wonderful eow for their subject matter :-

Tbe hymn 011 Brahmag&vi (A. V.,.xlT. 6) runs .. 
folio ... :-

1 .• Created ll8 by toil and holy fervour, found by 
d..,ODoa, T"ting in right. 

I. In.ted with Iruth, lurn.mnded witb bOQl)ur, 
oompui'!d .bout with glory ; 

8. Girt round with inherent power, 'ortifi~ with faith, 
'PTOteeted by conaeel'tition, inltalled at MCri6ee, the world 

ber reating 'P1aae ; 
. 4. Brahm.. hllr guide, the Brahman her lord .nd 

~r; 
I. Of the JUh ... ~y& who taketh to himMlf £hi. 

BlabIMll" DOW and oppreueth the BrahmM! ; 

• I on. h,ma, whioll I, .,.nJr fa proM, III • .,. ... _10. of B')'tmI 

., .... oa»nr. IWl _~7. u.. ............ 01 ~. 
Inb-.. Jiril ~ . , 
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8. The glory, the heroism, and the favourint( fortune 

depart i 
7. The l'lltlrgy "oJ vigour, the pow!!r and might, the 

IpteOb and mentailitrength, the glory.OO fiuty j 

8. Devotion and princely IIway, kin~8bip aDd people. 
brillianoo and honour, and IIpltmdoUf and .... h h j 

9. Long life a,id gnooly form, and name a.!HI fame, 
inbreathing and expil'ation, and sight and hearing; 

• 10. Milk and flavour, and food and uonriehment. and 
right and truth, ami action and fulfilment, and children 
and cattle; 

li. All these blooings of Kllhatriy~ dep&rt from 
him wheL he oppre8seth the Bra.hm.n and taketh to him· 
.elf the Brahman's cow, 

U. 'l'errible is she, thi .. Bmhman's cow, and f~rfnlly 

veuomollll, ,vi.ibly witchcraft. 
18. In hilt "re .Il horrors and all deatbs. 
14. In her are "II dreadful deeds, aUelaught.ef'IIJ of 

mankind. 
15. Thill tho Bl'II.hman'l eow, being Appropriated, 

holdeth bound iu the fetter of death t.he oppre8Mor of the 
Brahman, the Lla~phemer of the godN. 

16. A hundred.killing bolt istlhc; sh~' slays the Drah· 
mau', injurer; 

11. Therefore the Un.hman's cow jill held inviolable • 
by tho wise. 

18. Running is she a thu!lderbolt, when driven away 
abe ia Vaisvanll.!'a. 

19. An arrow when she drawetb up her hoove. aod 
Mah.dIVlo when ahe looketb around. 

20. Sharp as a razor when beholdet,h.lhe 
wheD .he belloweth. 

U. Dl..th U Illie when lo\veth, and a fierce, 
she whilketh her tail. 

thnnderet.h 

god when 
• 
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"'t. U~deatroction, wben she month her art thit 
Wlt1 and that. ~D.umJltion when abe droppeth water. 

IS. A mi.i1e wbeD milking, pain in the he.d wbea 
milked. 

U . The taking away of .trength when .he appro.ebetb, 
• band-ID-haod figbter "bo. roughly to.ohed. 

tD. WOlUloding like an u-row when sbe is futeoed 
by her mou~, contention when .118 i. b.-ten. 

• • t6. Fearfully venomolll wben falhng, darkneu wben 
abe bath fall. dowu. 

21. FoUowiog bim, the Brahman', eo,," ntinguiahetlt 
the vital breath of the injurer of the Brahman. 

28. HOfItiJity when being ent to pi~:.W 00 to 
ohildren when the portioDI are distributed. 

19. A .tructive miaeile of god. when abe is being 
lleized; millfortune when C&1'ried aWay. • 

SO. Misery while .being additionall" acquired, ClOD

tumely and .. bu. wbile beiDg pDt in the .tall. 
S.... POilOD "hen i D agitation, feve r when aeuoned 

with condiment.. 
31. Sin while she is cookiog, evil dram when Ibe V. 

aooked . 
as. Uprooting when . be is being turned round, 

d.traotiOD when ahe hath beeD tumed round. 
M. Di.cord by ber amell, grief ,,~en ahe i. being 

evilOM'loted j .. ..rpent; with poilOD,.in it. fang "ben 
d ...... 

36. Lola of power while ~rifi(lial1, PI'fIIfID~. 

hnaUliatieu wbeo. • bath been offered. 
815. WratbfolSarva wbi1e beingeaned,8imida " when 

004·"P • 

.. aImIai" .pp.-Ul • r ..... _011, or. d .... attrilMlW &0 
... I;d..... . 

8 
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37. Poverty while sbe is being eaten, daetructioD when 
.teD. 

8S. Tbe Brahmao'. cow when ea~n cuts oft the 
injW'er of Brahmans botb fro~ tbia world aod from the 
world yonder. 

39. Her slaughter ill the .in of witchcraft, her cutting 
up is .. thulldElrbolt, her uodigest.d gl'U8 i8 10 secret spell. 

40. HomeleuOfIl8 is she when denied ner right.. 
4\ . Having become fielb-eating Agoi, the Brahmao', 

• oow ente1'8th into and devonreth. the Oppr8880r of 
Rrahmanl . 

.. 2. She lunden all his members, joints aDd root:.!. 
43 . . She cut. o1f relationship on the father'. tide and 

deatroya maternal kioship. 

44. The Brs.hmau'" cow not restored by • K.batriya, 
MILl the . Irlatriagea a.nd all the kinamen of the Brahman'. 
oppressor. 

45. She makes him howeless, homeleu, childleu: 
he is exlingaished witbout posterity to eocceOO him. 

46. So sh"n it be with the Kabatri,... who tak81 to 
hilllself thfl cow of the Brahmall who hath this knowledge. 

47 . Quickly, when he is emitten ~~wn by death, the 
Blamol'OlUI vultures cry. 

48. Quickly a.rouml hie funeral tift! dance women 
with dishevelled locks, striking the hand upon the breut 

and utteril1g their· evil abriek. 
49. Quickly the wolvei' &re llowling iu the habita.

tion wheft! lie lived. 
50. Quickly they .k aoon~ him, what. i. tbis? What 

thing hath happened here 1 
61. Re~d, I'8Dd to pie361, rend away, deJtroy, cieItroy 

bim utterly. 
62. Deetroy Angjrui 1 the wretch who rot. aDd 

wrougI the Brahmanl, 
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58. Born of evil womb, thou. wi~hcraft hid, for 
Vaitvadevi is thy Dam.&. 

6.. COJl8umiog. burning all thing. up. tbe .hllDderbolt 
of .pell loud charm. 

66. Go thou, becoming Mrityu sbarp as razor's edge, 
plU'Bue thy ooune. • . 

56. Tbou bearelt off the tyrant's strength, their store 
of merit and thmr pr.yen.' 

.67. Jlearing off wrong, thou giv~t ill th.t world to 
him who batb been wlOnged. 

1S8. 0 cow, become a tracker through the curse the 
Bmhman hath pronounced. 

59. Become a bolt, an &rrow through hi~ liu, be 
terribly venomous. 

60. 0 cow. Lteak thou the head of him who wrongs 
the Brahmans, criminal, niggard; blasphemer of the 
gods. 

61. Let Agoi the spiteful wretch when cnlshed to 
death and slain by thee. 

82. Rend, rend to bi~. renO. through I\nd tbrough, 
8OOrob and con9ume and burn to dUBt. 

6:!. Consume thou, even from. the root, the Hrabman's 

tyrant, godlike cow I 
64. That he ma.y go from Yama.'s home "f&1' into the 

worlda of sin. 
65. So, goddess cow, go thou from !,im, the Brahman'. 

tyr&nt, criminlol, niggard, bluphemer of the godll. 
66. With hl1ndred.knoHed thunderbolt, sharpened 

and edged wit.b l'IoZctl' bllodes. 
61. Strike off the abouldel'8 Iond tbe head. 
68. Snatch thou the bair off biB head, and from hiB 

bOdy .trip the ,kin. 
69. T-.r ont hi, ainew., c&U16 hi' flesh to ull in 

pie'»J from Lis fratQi! . 
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70. Crulb thoa hi, boa. together, thrift and beat 
the murow out of him. 

11. Di.Joo.te all his limhl and joiatt. 
72. From the eutb let the camwl'OQI Agoi drive 

him, let Vayu barn him from mid-air's-brolid region. 
is. From he.v8a let Surya driv,," him and ao08ume 

him. 

ArllUV£VBDA. XII. 4. . . 
"1. I give the gift, ",han be hi. word: and straight

way they have bouad the coW' for Brahman pri- who 
beg the _boon. that bringetb IlOna and ptOgeDI.' 0 

2. lie trade. and· trMliGB with hi. eoDI, .nd in hill 
cattle Itdf'sl'l 10IIII who will not give the cow of godI to 
Ri,hi,' children when they beg.' t 

S. They periah · through .. hornleea cow; .. lame eo • 
• inb them in ., pit. Througb.. maimed eow bis hOOle 
it burnt; Ion one-eyed cow deatroy. bi. wealth. 

4. Fiaree fever, where ber droppings fall, attacks the 
muter of the kine. So have they named Ler Vua, II. for 
tbou ad called uDcontroll.ble, 

6. The malady Viklinduo 8 epriogt on him trom ground 
whereon Ibtl ltandl, and luddenl,.. from"fell dile&lJ8 peNh 
the men on "hom she Initr.. 

6. Whoever twitch. up her earaU is separated from 
the goda. He deem. he makes .. marlr, but b8 diminilhel • 
hio "eol;h the..by . 

.. OD '" bD~t.I ... ' dMy of li:riD« 00"" too .rab~ ... d tbol 
aia ..a .. a- ollrithhollfua& u., lin • 

.. The oow of pdl t lW belollp to boll pri"'" 

.. V .. : a baZft1l 00111'. a CIII'lII' I Ul • .-ord beiDI" bZIIM,II,. 00II ...... 
wid! V ... po .... utllort:9'. OODtraL 

., '-lkIbI4u": thIo _-..aiDe ill ~D, pew.,. "'DkIa, ,....i.I ...... 

.. TwUala .. up .. __ hi arder t.o bNDd tI ••• I ~ ,...,. tile OOW' 

.. lUI OWD PI'OpMtJ". " 



111) TI!E ORIGIN OF THE KSHATRIYA8 61 

7. U to his own advantage....one appliee the loog hair 
of her tail, biB eoltA, in oonsequenl)e thereof, die, and the 
wolf deltrop his calvea. 

8. If, while ber master owneth Mr ... carrion crow 
batb b&rmed ber hair, his younl{ boy. die thereoF, decline 
oftlrtUee them after fell diu'l.8e. 

9, What time the DaBj8J woman Hum ... eye on 
the dropping. of the OOW, misshapen birth .rilee thence, 

• 
inseparable from tbt.t lin. 

10. For godl and Br"hmaa, is the cow produced 
when first .he springe to life. benCEJ to the prieets Ibust 

the be given; this they call guaniing' private wealth. 
11. The God-created cow belongs to tboae."ho come ' 

to .. k for bel'. They call it outrage on the priflSte when 
one retain. ber 8.11 bia own. 

12. He who withholds t.he cow of the goda from 
RUbia' 1001 who uk the gift i. made af\ alien'to the god_ 
and subject to the Brahmau's wrath. 

18. Then let him I08ll" another whatever hi, profit 
be io thia. The cOIV, not given, 'umJUI It man when he 
deniM her at their prayer. 

14-. Like a rioh treaaure .tored away ill safety is the 
Brahman', oow. Therefore men come to villit ber, with 
wbomeoever .be i, bom. 

10. 81) wben the Brahmanl collJe unto the oow they 
oome unto their 0.0. For this i. her IVitbholdiog, to 
oppre- tbeee in another life. 

18. Thlll &fblr three yan may .ho go, &pMking 
what i. net. nndentood." He, N .. radal would know that 
OIj>., $hill Bnbmao. must be lIOugbt unto. 

.. DuE, of bubaroo. 01' ladi .... oll. NOlI or l1I. .. e rlrI . 

.. I,..w., wllM" 11.01; III1.d .... tood: Uaat "airiBM -.I ........ Job 
_ ~ l.~ ~III' pda fa " ..... Ij ..... pde" •• ouwaI. 
rr-~ poIIoa. f.n.d of froIII o.da, tpech, ............. ,lIo.t 
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11. WhOIO oall her .. worth18M 0011', :tbe .tored-up 
treuure of the goda, 'Bhava and Sana, both of tbelil, 
move round and .hoot at him. 

18. The man who bath no knowledge of ber udder 
and the teats thereof, she yields him milk with thMe, if be 
bath purpoeed to bestow the eoW.IT 

19, If he withholds the cow they beg, abe i, rebol. 
Iioul in bie stall . 

Vain are lobe wi.bell and tbe hopes which he, withbold
ing her, would gain. 

~O. 'rb, Deities bave begged the cow, ~liog the 
.Bn.hman u their mouth; the man who gives her not incol'l' • the enmity of .U the gods. 

n. If hundred otber Brabmane beg the cow of -bim 
who owneth her, the goda have .aid, ehe, verily, belong. 
to him who knows ,tbe truth. 

28. WholO to othlll'8 DOt to him who hath thi. how
ledge, gives the cow, earth with the Deitiell, i. hard for him 
to win and rest npon . 

24. The Deities begged lobe eow from him with whom 
at firtt ahe wu produced : Her, thiB one, __ Nanda woald 
know: with Deitilll be drove her forth. . 

25. The cow deprives of progeny and IIIakea him poor 
in aattIs who retains'in biB poaeaBion ber whom Brahman. 
have eolioited. 

pobcnI. (deadl,. daDav of ftltaimal' her) aoa. hath reoap.iHd. Rend.: 
a denrilhi or Bi, hl al the oel..u..l 01 .... who act. u .. ftlporter "'_eo 
b._Tea &lui w.rth. Hi. aame ill iattoduoad .. _ illlafia...,.. auditor to 
mUe a wanaiag or ,peeoh more .. lema _d authoritatl", C/, V. 18-a 
Th. lII __ iq of the 1tuI •• _III, to he that thll cow 111_ DDt b. 

Ntaiud be,.oad three ,.1IIIn . 
.. The cow which the .... IIM mteDda to bntatr CIG -.. ~ 

will gift !tim milk triLhout. the i.rollble of IQDldpg her, 
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18. For Agni and for Soma, for Kam.~ Mitra r.od 
VIirUDa, for tbe.e. the Brahmans uk: from th .. i. be 
who givlth Got eatJ&oged.. 

5'.1. Long u her owner ~th not heard, bimtell, tit. 
Yertel,' I let ber move among his kine; when he beard, let 
ber not make her home with him. 

28. He who bath he&rd her verses and .till makes 

ber ram among bie kine, the gods in 'D~er rend away hi. 
life and hi, prosperity. 

29. Roaming in many • place the cow is tbe stored 
treuure of tbe gods. Make manifest, thy shape and form 
wheD abe would seek!" her dwelling place; then verily tbe 
cow attend. to Brahman priest and their request. 

SI. This thought htl settles in hi. mind. t\il I'ur.ly 
gaetb to the gods. Then verily t he Brahman priellbl 
apprOlLOh that they may beg the cow. 

32.. By Svadha to the Fathen, by slL(!rifiee to the 
lHiti., by giving them the coV:. the prirrce doth Dot incl1r 
the mother's wrath. 

3S. The Prince's mother is the cow: 80 wu it; oruer
eli from of old. She. when bestoww uPOIl the pri8lttl. 
cannot 00 givlln back, they 8ay. 

S~. All molten butt.er, held at length, drope down to 
Agni from the scoop, so ralls awa.y from Agni he who 
giTtlll no eow to Brahman prieets. 

~5. Good milker, wit;h rice-cake 7oll as calf. she in the 
world comes nigh to him, to him W'l!o gave her .. a gift 
the cow grants every hope and wuh . 

.. ft. n.- ~ UI. hol1 telI:t.. recited b1 th. Dn.bmll» who uk 
f __ uthNrf ... 

.. 'lrO'Old.eN, ji~ti (u IVgge.u.cl by Whitney, Indell Ver. 
bonuII) 1...-.1 of jlghaD.at1 of thII ,"t. 

00 :aa-kl' Purodua j I ..critelli I»ke 01 gromld rloIo 11. ..... 11,. 

dlnaea lft4 pi_ u40lhred ill 0111 or more O11Jl1. 



!too. 
H. I. Yam.', _1m the cow fallUe n.c4 with for him 

who pve her up j b.Dt hell. they..y". for the mlob who, 
when ~e,. bt"~ beatow ~ DOt. . 

S7 . . • Eunged api~lt her owner ro&IIJ'I the cow .b~ 
tbe hath been impregnated. He deemed ~ froitleu, ill 
hee: thonght; let him be bound in IIW'8I of death. f 1 

38. Whoever looking OD the oow .~ fruitl_. coon 
ber :8.h .. t home. 'Blibupati oompeift hi, sonl aod obildnlD 
to beg . 

.0. . ,The &oim&l is harpy wben it i. beatowed upon 
the P~j hut happy iii the cow when she ii made .. 
.eriS. to goda . 

• 
41~ N &radio chOie the terrible vilipti' t out of all the 

con wblob the god. formed and framed when they.bad 
men up from aaeri6oo. 

42. The goct. CODlidered her in doubt wbether "be 
were .. cow or Dot, Nand .. lpa.ke of her and said; The 
verieet cow of 00'" i. sbe . 

• , Pi'of. Half, O~BII In hi. Dote : "That 00_ weN killed lot the 
Umll 01 ~i .. 11I1 lIIOSt di.tllIgII1.bed «~ ;1 .te.1ied ill the BmrlU.. 

But., ... Ba,._a oo-nll" whioh edirely agree. ""~.tb. opi"0111 held 
110.+.-,." tbl, C1letom belcmp w formtl' Yop. (periodt of ill, 
_ld). Tbeuoe the word Garhnt. i ••.• oow·.mer, 111_ in tile 1110l'Il 
uoi.t Suwkrlt boob ' .. (lllIIt' (_ the OOUl.meDt.at.on oa hDlDi 
''''11) : to!' lobe -.niQJl of .. hi.hl, r..ptoOted pm _. tile cleath 01' 
the C01'I' 01 tae houe." 'AooonIiDI to A,.....III.'. ApMlrilm. oa the 
8aond r.. ... 01 the Hind .... 'h. 8 ... ~ or .adeat ... ho ... 00IDpWed. 
h. _ 01 relicioa' .ad)', ""hID. he epeab of eo _ \11M • Ut. eo 

1111\011._ 1.1lOt to _, 'Ib, i, nM .. lI'Iadt_' hat' Bat th ..... _ 

... 1Gb will beoolll' eollliloh-eow.· 8M I,ond Boob 01 the .... Vol. U j 

p ••• 
rnli,I ... , Vehatalll I .. 001f ... bleb h.bitaal.,. -u-rri... ud 

... hich ...,. ' UI_;ore be -IiPMrM'....... eo kiD.ll' OJ' 11Iot"" _ 
~'hip ~_ •• to be reooelTlCl (AffaN,.. ......... L 11) . 

•• VIliP'i : li-.JIJ. beaaeandoruomt..d. 
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4S. How many COWl, 0 Nand&, knowMt. thou, 
bom among manlclnd I uk thee who,dost know, of which 
mlUlt Done who ill DO lIrahman 8Iot r 

,U. Vilipti, ' cow, and .be who droJll DO 8eOOnd ealf, 
BribMpati I Of theae nODe bOt a BrahD1&D should 
eat if be hope for eminence. 

45. Hom .. , 0 N.rada, to thee who hut. quick 
knowledge of the COWl. Whicb of these i. the direat, 
"bote withh.elding bringeth death to· man? 

46. Vilipti, 0 Brib&81.ti, cow, mother of DO 

MICOnd calf; of theee none, not a BrahDlan .hould eat if he 
hope for eminence. 

47. Thref!fold are kine, Vilipti, cow, ~ mother' 
of no lII!COnd calf: tbeaA one "hould give to prifllta, and 

be wiIJ not offend Prajapati. 

48. Thil, Brahmanlll i8 your I'I&Crifiee : ~hull should 

ODe think when he ill' &liked, what time liIbey beg from him 

the oow fearflll in the withbolder'FI houfI(', 

49. He gave her not. to U8, 90 IIJIIoite the gocI., in 
anger, of the cow. Wit" theee same vereE!s they IIddrfllMd 
Bheda,' S this brougbt him to his death. 

50. Solicit«! by Indra, still Bhed& refuN!d to gin 
this oow. in strife for victory the godII deetroyed him 
for tba.t Bin of his. 

51. The IDeO of evil COUDIiflI ~bo advised rellHal 01 
the oow, millCI'Mntll through their foolishness, are subjected 

to Indn.'s ,.,..th. 
52. The,· 'Who &educe tb~ owner of tbe oow and .y, 

bestow her lJ;t, enconnt.er tbrougb tbeir want 0' MIlJe the 

mule shot by Rudra's ha~d. 

,. BIr.: DotblDR Imthl'lr .ppoa"' ttl be known of till. m_ ",bo 

...."... t.o ~ ... hi. cow to 11Iar.. 

V 
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58. U in bi. bome Doe cooks the coW', aerificed or 
not .eriticed. wronger of goda and BrablL&Dl, be dep.rt., 
diaboOfllt, from the world. 

J. The god., 0 Prince. have not beatowed this oow 
on thee to eat thereof. Seek not, R&janya. to devour the 

.Brahman'. cow which Done may eat.'" 
2. A hue Raj.oy., spoiled .. t dice, and ruined by. 

himlelf, may eat the ... Ura-bman's cow, and think, to-day 
IIld not to-morrow, let me live! 

8, Tbe Brahman's cow is like "Boake, charged with 
dire poilOO, clothed with .. kin. Raj.oya I bitter W the 

tute i. ahe, and none may eat. of bp.r . . 
4. She takes away hil strength, she mal'll bi. splen-

dour, ahe ruins e\'erything like fire enkindled.. That _ man 
drinks potIOn of the deadly serpent who counts the 
Brahman's oow as mere food to feed him. 

. . 
5. Whoever Ilmites him, deeming him awuening 

blasphemer, coveting his w6Iolth through folly, lodra &ets 

fire alight within his bosom. He who a.cts th\1s;, loathed 

by earth and heaven. 

6. No Brahman must be injured. __ lIofe u 6re from 
him who IOVI!II himself. For Soma. is akin to him and 
Indra. gll&rde him from the cuneo 

1. The fool who eats the Brahman', food and thinks it 
pleuant to the tute'; .ta, hut ean never dige&t, the cow 
that bri.tles with .. hundred barba. 

8. Hia voice i, an arrow', neck, his tongue a bow
string, bis windpipes fire-enveloped heads of Im'Owe, with 
tb_ the Brahman pieroea through bluphemen, with 
god ... ped boWl, that quell tbe b.rt8 within them. 

,. A.. v .. T. 18. The hrmD Ucu.. Che wiCIbdIMM ud rUGu --a-- of Dp~illf and rubbing thtI BrUmau. 
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D. KeeD atrows have the Brahmans. armed with 
miMil.; the .h.ft, when they dilCharge it, neTtr failetb. 
PunuiDg him with fiery MIll and anger, they pierce tfte 
foeman even from .. distance. 

]0. Tbey who, tbemaeJvee ten hundred, were tht 
rulerll DE .. thouaand men, the Vaitahavyu. u 

II. Thtl COw, iudeed, wben .h~ " .. as "J.in, overthrew 
those V .. itahavyu, W'IO eookt:<i q.e 'ut abe-goat. that 
remained of Kearaprab&ndha'" fI Hoek. 

It. One.OO .. hundrt!d J f were the folk, thoee whom 
the eartb shook off ,~ from her: when thl'lY had wronged 
the Brahman's moe they perillhed inconceivably . 

• IS. Among mankind Ole god.' deapi~er movcth i he 
hath drunk poillOlI, naught bllt ooe i, left. him, who 
wrongs t·be kiowman of the gods, t.he Brahman, gain. not 

the spbere to which the .,'atbelll travelled . 
• 

14. Ago;, in 800th, if; called DIU !(Utde. Soma i. called 
our next-of~lriD. lndra qUf!1l1 him who CIlI'IIefI UII. Sagell 

know well th.t thill iw 11(,. 
15. Priu~! like a poillOned ",rrow, like It. IIQlldly 

anake, 0 Lonl of Kine! dire iii the H,..bblan'jt arrow i he 

pierofJll his eamies therewith. 

• • V.it&hal"JU . R tribt! or people in th", lI<J r'h ; litenolly, .1,,_0, 

dUtt. QI' people 01 Vl~havy.. A. Kiahi of 'hia ''''""' .p~r. w be 
maatiQpecI in lti(Ted... vr. Hi, • hYlIln "ribetl to hill!. hy 8I.,.n • . 
The Vaitaba .. ,.. are 1I'I,.ntW1led in lh , A.II~ pt.r •• <If the 
lIaMbhaftta, 1961·19'17, ... 4eft, tite., _ Mid t v bOlO'fl been d,Ceued 

-.:.d -'aia ia &.Id • . 

,. ~"""dt. i 1 l'O a .. d '10 ",Ion tnO'ltioa of th.b - . 
• , ODe ~ a hU.Mred , U1 IUlluelr::y nlt.-ber. ued ... ith ",_OIl 

to pb_ of~ •• 011. of d.th r.nd the Ille. 

•• 'nIe -ua abook <II : II'! 1I0IT0r at tllelr .. icbd~. 
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1. The IOn. 71 of Vitahavy., 1 0 the Sfiojay .. waxed 
.:aaeediOI' .troDg. They weU-nigb toW!brd the _'fen" 
00' they wronged Bbrigu aad wflre overthrown. 

z. Wben meD piereed Bribatamaa a I through, the 
Brabmlln, lIOo of AngilU, the n.m with ~b in both bis 
jaws, the .beep, devoured t.heir progeny . . 

S. If men have BJ-t upon or abot their rheum upon 
• BrahmaD, they ail. II I in the middle of • .tream ruoniog 
with blood, dflYourio\r hair. 

4. While yet the Brabman'~ cow which mao are 
drM8ing qllivert in her throee • .he man the kingdom" 
aplt!Ddour; tbel'fl no YigoroWi hero IVriOgs to life, 

6. Terrible is her 'cutting up j her hitter fl.b i. cut 
• 

... y. And it i . counted .in among the fathen if ber 
milk i. dmok. 

6. U any kiDg who deem. himaelf mighLy would 
.t II Brahman up, teat and dil rupted il that realm "bere 
in. Brahman i. oppf'flllsed. 

1. She 8& growl eight-footed, and four-eyed. four-.r. 
ed, foor-jawed. two-fa.eed, two_tongued, and .hatter. dOWb 
the kingdom of tbt! m&n wbo doth BnbmaD wrong. 

.. The Rbi_ of the h,11Ul A. v ., V. 19 i. wHa.m_ Nld.,.iDoot. 

CICIMeq,_ of op~iGg. robbillllll" huult.ing .. Bn.bmaa.. 
•• Vi~YJa : _ • . 18, I. 

BriBja, .. : .. people ill t.he lIorth. Bhrip : .. Bi~hi l'IpJ'ded .. &he 

-..oee&or of &he .... oieat r-.. 01. Bhriau who .... frwqaelltll lII .. tioDed 
ill tH BJrecia 10 ooaaeoUoa with ApI. .ad who an .peoW!, ....,. 
aWoecI ..nUl Uw J.'~Yeda hym"'. Tb • • toey of *'" o~. 
of the VIoI.t.b •• ,... w told I.. , be XaUbb-a.a AII_"fI&"'&, 

1-"1977,~ ... BllrIp " Ulan -.i4 1.0 ba.e rinra refap to 1M ~ 
VIIaba,.,...rt.er hit cWeat. 

. •• Brlhat.el:naD : the ume of thw duoelldant of the ....... t 
BWU Angirat ~. aoi NO .... iu the V" &lid hi. etory I. DOt .... ii_1II .......... 

•• The, tit : .r. cMMh ill the iII __ 1 ftCioa& 
u abo .. \be oow. 
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8. As water swamps .. ItlI.ky ship, so min overtln," 
tbat realm. Misfortune Imiw the realm wherein .. lb .. h. 
man 8u«el'l ICIothe and harm, 

9. The very trees repel tbe mao, and drive him from 
their sheltering sb.de. whoever (I).iml, 0 Narada, 114 the 
treaanre that .. Brahman OWD8. 

10. Th&t wealbh, King VarnnHo hath .. id, i. poWon 
by the god, prepared. None bath kt!pt ".tch to Kll&rd 
his realm who bath devoured .. Brahm.n'. cow. 

11. 'rhotle nine and ninety 1111 people whom the earth 
"hook and caat away from her, \vhen t IIl~Y had wronged 
the Brahman race, were ruined iDconccivably. 

1'l. Oppressor of tht! Brahmans; thn8 tl1et;ods have 
lipoken and declared. the step-effacing wiap U they bind 
upon the dead IIh .. 1I be U1Y couch. 

IS. Oppl'l!tl8Or of tb~ Brahmans I tea\'lo\ wept by the 
man who BUfter. wrong, these are the IIhave of ';.ter which 
the bPOd8 have destined to be thinf'. 

U. Tbe 8hare of wakr whicll the ~II have d..tined 
to be thine, is that, 0ppT61180f of t,he vnOlit 1 wherewith 
men lave the corpse and wet the beard. 117 

] ft. The raiD of Mitra-Varana fallil Dot on him 
wbo wrongs the pried. To him no command bringe IInc_ 

oese; he wins DO friend to do his will. 

•• Natali.: • Ve"lU'illhf or IIall1t ut ~be ieflllltial .., ... ",ho oftp, 

00.. down to earth to Hport ,.,lI.t il going 011 ill b .... "..,n .Dd nrtuna 
with b\ll_nt of ",hat il beillp; dOlle on Hl'th. Hi. n.",o i. introchum 

to 1Qak. the waniog Jnont ..,lemn.,,0;1 iJJ:lV~i". 

.. Th_ DilllllUld lIinety: cj. V.le, 13 ",bere thtl.y are IMid 6.0 ba"" 

ben. blUldred ... do .... 

•• The .tIIp elfac:illll' wilp : obliterating the loowtepl ot til. ct-.d, 

DID tlil jCJ1ll'Py to tile ",1, ... "'Mid, .. tn" dcll.Ui Di.y .. ot -.b. the 

ltVri'mc kiuJlah b, tb. _tol patla. 

'f The t.ud., to be daft!! ~ bIIl_ ~ 
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1. How, terrible in might, but thou here spoken to 
the great. god. how to the gold-hllf!d FELther! Thy mind 
watched, :,l'fetIIiy Varuna, to recover th~ brindled cow thou 
hwt beIttowed as guerdon. 8" 

2. Not through deBire do I revoke my prt'8ent : I 
bring this brindled oow to contl!mpl . .,te her. Now by 
what lore, by what, inherent nature, knowellt thou .. 11 
tbings th.t CX;8t, Atharvan. 8 9 

3. Truly I ad! profound in \visdom, truly I know by 
llatut'l!!l all exillting ('reatures. No nasa by his greatness, 
not an Arya, may violate the law that I will e&tablish. 110 

4. None, self-dependent Va.runa I Bxisteth tiser tban 
thou or II&b~r by hi. ' wi~(lm. Thou knOwBst well .. 11 

• 
these ereatell beings: even the man of \vondroull powers 
fe&n thee. 

5, 0 self-tlependont V.runa, wise direct<..r, thou 
knowest verily all generations. What is, unerriag' one I 
beyond this re~ion f" What more remote than that which 
is moat. di~taQt? 

6. One thing there is beyond tbi .. air, and something 
beyond that oue m~t hard tD reach remoteet. I, Varuna, 
who know, to t.hee declare it. Let churls be mighty in the 
lower regionll. Let DUll8 !link into .the earth benath 
them. III 

• • Th;. CUriOUI br.mn oonwinl A. V., V. U, adialOj(ufi between thll 

prim.nl priClit A.tlll~l'nD ILI1d V&rIlna abont thll~ot\ 01 a wODdarlal 

brindled DOW. The gOO hat bestmred tbb 00"'" upon the priNt, ILI1d D01l" 
retn.clot hi. gift. AthArrlLl1 rernonatn.tllL Ath8Z"~ ap..kI. SpokIlD; 

deoland tby promilHl to givlI mil the cow. The gmt god: b .. ftI1I. 

Thll gol4 bued rather , tbe IUD.. 

•• Varuua replill" To contemplate hill' : or, to OCIUDt her with. 
the ,.... of tho h~. 

00 10 tb;, aDd th~ two following .tanau At.b8M'&D lpeakl. 

•• VanDa replillll : Belond the a.ir i , b_"lI, 8IId· boJ'OIId that ill 
iDfinit,. 
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1. Many reproaches, Varuna, dUlit 
the misers who revoke their prestlnt.. 
to that crowd of niggards: let, uot 
iIIi'beral giver. g t 

thuu utter agaiust 
Be not thou added 

men call tbt'e an 

8. Let not men call me an illiberal giver. I give 
thee back the blindled cow, 0 singer. Attend, in every 
place where men inhabit, with all t.hy [lOwen, the hymn 
that tells my praifles. Il~ 

9. Let hymllil of pra.h~88 ueend'to tht!e, uplifted in 
every place of hum",n habitation. But give me now the 
gift thou but given. Thou art. my friend for ever finn 

Iond fait~ful. 9' 

10. ODe origin, U Va.rulI&! one ooud Ilnif&e U~: I 
know the Da~ure of t,hA.t Common kinflhip. I ~ive thee 
now the gift Ll11l.t ll"'trllcte,l. I am t,hy friend fol' ever 
tirm and fait,hrul. 

11. God, giving life IInto the goy whu' lauds me, 

sage. 8tren~thlmet of the sage who singfl my praiBefl. " 
Thou, self-depeml(·nt. Varuno.! hMt begotten the kiollIllI.n 
of the gods, ol1r ~;re Atha,rV&D. On him bet.tow most 
bigbly lauded li(~hf!S. ThOLl art our friend hi.tt'h over .n, 
our kinsman. 

The Sachi Paulomi hymn of the Rigvedll (X. 15") 
in which II. queen iii made to spea.k in II. tone of exultation 
of her own antI of ht'r daughter's imperial "way AI!f'Imfl 101110 

._---- - .-.------- -
" Atha.rw.D apeakL 
•• VUQna "I_n. 
•• A..th~ spD!Ioki thil "'''D~' "ud the Bl'llt hflmilltieh of 10. 

B1I'lIr Brm .. nil faithfu1 Al.ptap6du, literaUI 'h""/DA' t.klD 
Ie". -..pI' by1l'hi(':h an .. m .. ncl! or .. m&rri&jftl iloonOrmed. 

•• ODO onJill: thll .... cient Rilhis freqaeatly ...... 1't their kinlhlp 
.nth t.h .. god, ... _I 1)1 D,.aUl Dr Pather H_l'lfII. Varuna.,-kI 
the IICOH hemistich -.ad tke lI ... t of the following 1iaD .. 

e. U1I.to the god, tM pri_ Atharran. The.-d and third 

u.- ... apom l1y the poet of &lie ~TJ2I1I.. 
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to oont&in .. clear "lJnaiotl -to t,M iDfltit-itI of queena, 
The bymn ruol .. fOUOW6 :-

"1. Yon Boo bat~ mounted· up, .. nd this my bappy 
fate hath mounted high. 

I, knowi.ng tbi., .. conqUel'Ot . h ...... WOD my bu.band 
for my own. 

I am the bAnDer and the bead, a mighty arbitre. am I . 
i. I am victoriou, "nd my lord .b .. 11 bP. Bubmililive to 

my will. 
M,101U (J~ Ilalf!1" (If ~A" flH. "'1 d(J"f/der il 4 ndi"g 

i-' 
S. I .am victorious: over my lord j mY80n~oltriumpb 

ia lupreme. 
Oblation, that which lndra gave and thul grew gloriona 

od ma.t bigb,-
4. Thi. I have offered, 0 ye goda, and rid me of each 

rival wife ' destroyer of rival wife, IOle span.." victorious 
conqueror. 

5. Tbe othere' glory have I aei7..ed loB it were the • 
wealth of weaker damee. 

6, I have 80bJUed as conqueror ~hflle rival MYel tbeae 
my fellow wivOB, 

Thl!ot 1 may hold imperial sWay over thil bero and the 
folk!' 

It ehould be noted bere how the queen iR made to apeak 
of her IIO,?_ .. beiDft merely slayen of the foe while her 
daugbter ill repl'ttleDteif as • . ruliDg' queen. She ' ill .ao 
made to llpeak of her hUllband .. holding • su.bordid..te 
pc»itiou in the kingdom ·over whit'h her power wsa .upremf'. 

It ill true that hi. hymn e.u .. '-0 be· "plained 00 the 
lIuppoeition of the a;iMenoe of • ·hereditary monaraby 
rDDDi~ GO the liDe of male iMnea aDd of prinee&IM being 
wedded to • roliDg Iring" of a different .tat.e. and .of 
plunIity of win. in tbe ro1&l harem. Sttll it oannot be 



~ tJiM. ... hfJlili aacI-. ita 'pem'liiar .a:p .... ioDi aM 

al80 &DeI .. ..;i.dy apJaoation OD.~ bypotbu of the 
iMtilint.ioli of Brahmajayu or qQeeDI, in the light of wbiab 
her imperial sway onr the folk and ~ver ber bQ.~d 
(»0 be taken .... fact iD8t.d of .. bout. 

Tbe other worda wbich ~PJM!l'l 'to have beell mWuow.. 
lltood by our epie writen and whioh gave riee to .. number 
0( ineoD.i~bt arid lIXag~ted statement. and .toriet 
.~ Bl'Iobm.,t.od Pra;.. The word D'rahlp in the VedM 

, meant .. prielt u well as a god ... whil. praja denoted one'. 
0.0 children or people at large. The Epic-writer. took 
tb. "ord Brahm. in tbe &ens. of .. god and tJraja in tb. 
eeOBe of children. AooorJiugly linch Vedic! eXpt1llliOn8 , . . 
... Manu '101'108 Brahm.'. 80D ' and • PraJ&l were MaD .. ' .. I 
seem to bave been taken or them to mean that JrtdQ 
",.. the Cre.tor'. own SOD, and that the poople were Manu', 

children, while the real 1MIll86 WM th.t MQU "'. thfl 
Chid Priest'. lIOn and that the people were Manu'. allb

jfJiJfM .. beD be was firBt elected .. a king. LpiR 
tlxpreuion8 such sa ' l"agara. bad Ilxty-t,hou_nd p ... 1111 or 
people under him' seem to have meant for them that 
&gara bad Bixty.tbou8&nd IOtn,. 

The .tory of KrishDAdvaipayana beget.tingt on tile 
queens. Amt. and Amh.li~, Dbritaruht,.. and Pandu to 
rule over the KDru kingdom a.u also find _ .tin.ctory 
explandioD" tile light of the inltitution of qu • .,.. 

I- ~ .. y tberet..Ja concln4e th ... tI:e prieltly 01 ... of the 
Atp.n iDnden of :r.dia. e.tabliahed an ina:titutioa of 
qaeen ... Dd ,._n)ed to them..,Jv~ the right of begetting 
on them a ~lios-kiDg and wvrioJ' .aldien to proteet and 
dehDd the ':kmgdopa,. the king aqd. the ..,Idiel'l beiDI com
pelltd 'to 06111 ~ .. oe~ Ii~ aDd haYing no ruling 
powerl . a\rer' the ~.t11'" ·Coi.equ.eot aD the cJ.ire 
01 lobe I:*:' ij. ~_ 1lJ'. bereditary IDODuobj witl!. 

10 
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right of marriage for the K.tbatriyu ~~ .. Civil War 
enliled between tIi.· BNbmua aud tbe Lhatriy. and 
eodeil in .. triumph for the latter. It i. al-a probable 
that ... Divod .... , Purnkirtaa, Trulduyu .nd otben I .. 
fouod mentioned in tbe Vedas .. hereditary monareM. 
tbete were lOme ,tate. wbiBb _ op bereditary monarchy 
at tb. very _tart witb DO institution of queen., "hile in 
other. that iOltitut,iOD wu ... micably Bettled to terminate 
in heJ'edjtary. tIio:Jgh in it. prigiDe Vedic form it i. ,tiU 
found to Jinger in the st.tel of Trav.ncore and Cochin. AI 
there it l"8U?D to believe that tbe elected queenl were of 
Aryan delO8Dt and the begetting prieata .lso" were tru. 
ArTUI. :L folloW! that many of our K..hatriya kings IoDd 
.peoially tbo.e of Tra.vanoore and Cocbin are kin~ with 
true AryaD blood ronning in tbeir \'8inB, while the l&Dle 
eannot be ,!"id of loll tbe Brahmans owing to their GOb

neotlon in lOme cues with Sndra women b;r marriage, tbe 
ofhprinr of tbill uBion baving been aUowed to flJ:erciae 
the "aetion. of Brahmans." 

.' Latyap'1UI .... llta. IX. I. S. 



LECTlTRE IV 

THB PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY 

From time immemorial, till! Aryan .. .,. .. raae seem 
to have exhibited an innate detlire to lIfIttle their 1OCial, 
religious, or political quclitioD!I in an IU\I:lemhly of tiheir 
own. The Greeks had their Are6p&g1.1A, the Rom.ns 
their Cari .. ; and thA .bglo-Sa'lons their Wit&nagemot.. 
Likewise the AI",YIUUI of Imli .. had their I)wn 9"bba or 
Samiti. The other names given to a S.bh .. are JaData, &rid 
Parishad. The word" S.bh., Samiti and Jana~.re Vedic 
and Parishad ill the word commonly used during the Sutra.
period. Brihaspat;i quoted in the Vyavaharakanda of 
ParMaJ'll.mNlhava (pp. 18, 19) mentionl' fOllr kinde of 
MIMImbliea; one called tbt" immovable lUI~mbly in .. town 
or .. '1il1agt!, a ~bd tanned mova.ble &lWembly, perhape 

of learned men moving from place to (I1ace, .. third ." 
c.lled chartered committee with II. Jltwidiug superintendent 
and .. fourth 'olIl styled ordered M~mbl.v with' the 1r:iI.lK *" 
preside o.,er iill deliberations. Bhrigu, quoted in the same 
work (p. 19), mentions ,ome other minor IIo88fImbli611 01 
particular cut&;. He _y' that wild tribe. ba.ve their 
O'l'Vlt u.emblie8, the merchant:. their own guild, the a.rmy 
it:. on: .-embly compoeed of 1I0Jdi"" the viI.l'I their 
own, the townapeople their own, and the Brems or wuher
men .. nd other eighteen kind.~ of low cute people b.ve 
their own ipeCial asaembliee. The1i8 cluees, whether .. 
G..na, oompeeed of a number of f&mili8ll, or • coDllI'egMion 
of hemi"", or .. eol'p01'&tion of BrahmllUls or an .-emb1age 

•• J(o.driWdh1W .... CIl1.kta p. Ie • 
•• a.Jvo.kta _ 1uVita,. p. IV. 
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of people of different cutes and creeds, are tenned 
V&rgitlil and are said to have their own alltiembliea, Al*rt 
from thelle minor IUWlembli6ll. there seemtj to have been in 
e.ch stage during the Sutra period a grand I&8Iembly 
eonsisting of families, eldera) government offioel"lil and the 
king himself.l oo 

It is probable that even during the Vedic period there 
were in addition to the grand aaaembly of the State minor 
aasembliell fonned by each Cllo88 for settling itA own social 

or religioul questionll. The grand lWI~mbly with the 
king as it. president ~m8 to have boon the final authority 
on allljlleHtioD8. According t.o Nal'lMla quoted..in Pal'lL8&ra· 
madhavf Vyavahara (fl. ~2) the gradation of awellattl 
authoritiflll is 108 follows :-(1) families (kulll.ui), (:!) Sreoill 
or washermell &nd othel' eighteen !OW-eBIIt".eH, (3) (hUla. or 
eongregation of fllomilieil and (40) the anointed king hinulelf. 

Even now onl~' lueh lWeial, religious, or political queltionll 

as villagers find it diffic ult to satisfaetorily settle in their 

own village assemblies are brought before criminal or ci.vil 
courts for aettlement. It ill probable that evtln during 

tbp Vedic IJeriOll thp same practiC(' of I.Iett.ling their alfalra 
either by themllelvt'S or b.,," the king in his lUIIembly "'U 

followed by the Aryanll., It is impl'Ob.btp., if not imprae
tica.ble, that each of the many villaf:ttirl.l that comtitutecl 

• kingdom of the Vedic periOlI \Vat! compelled to go to 
the grand ..-embly in the capital town of tbe .king for 

the lII!ttIement of its question.. It iI therefore likely that 
tbe numerou8 mCl"elU.>e8 1 0 1 to .abbu or usembliee found 

the Vedic litlerature an> not merely to the single komg's 

'0':' lIt.lui K:.likMobalq IIIJlIkia lll'ip.tllb~ •. P., __ a4hal'i,. 

V,.ft1Ian" P. lij. 
'U' ale. VI . • , II j Till. 4, 9, X.1M. 6 I VI j n, IO,A. V. 31, II j 'HI. 

11, J 1 VIU. 10,6 j XIX. 66,6. Tai. 8. 1. 6, 7. Tai. Dr. L 1,10. II. Bat.. 
•. n. ',',8, V. S, J, 10. V.j. 8. HI. 46 j XVI. 2" , JIlL 17, eic-. 
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MI8fImbly in the capital town, but to minor ,'il. a&'Iern~ 
blieaot .110; 

"With regard to membetlihiI' O'f uaemblietl. there Hemtl 
to have been no restriction whatever. ,,,'hether old or 
young, educated or unecil1cat.eti. Ion "Mm to lliwe tll,,1 fn!l' 

admittance into tbe IUlBelJlbly whemwer it waa colt\"enaJ .... 

It it .1110 probable tbat then' was nOlluHtion of quotum\.. 

but the preeenee of every villager was neeesaary to make 
the &8gembl)' fully autboritative. ·Even now it i. an 
accepted eUloom with villagei'll in M.vIlOr8 to ueertain 

whether ever~' villa,.,rer if; prepent in thl' meeting before 
authori.ing the &ll8embl.\" to take "I' the question at i.1I1! 
ioto cOnlideratiou. Tile educated II.JlII tIle -:.,retJ are retI • . 

pected by the uueducated alld the yUllng merely by 
granting to the former t:!ell.t. or bonour or b.~· IItI&Lill1( 

them,;elves at II. relll'f!otaLJr Ilitltalicc. though on tile _mt' 

mat or carpet. "'Though the right of .li8(!'u8IIioli a.ud 

(lecitlioll is 88 " "nattel' of foot ~I'.ut.td by • commOl1 
corutent to the educatell and the age..l. no ma.n, whethtu 
ignorant. or .voung. i~ denied thf! rigM. of exl)f~ing hi, 
vie~. merely on accollnt of hi" i~lI()rah(\f' or fouth, F.Vf!1I 

during the tiDIes ot' Cha.,.ka, the allthO!' or Charaln~. 
lI&mhita, thE' .rot" lIroced~ uf convelling IneetiQgM 
with men vf .n grad81- and lloeitioDti 800m!! to 
have been in VOgull..... Thiy 1M what Chan.ka "YII 

about the various kind" of lMi6ef!1bli{IH prevaJent at 

bit time:-
.. Without doubt, the ReBembly ma.y be of two kirnltl: 

(I) an ueembly of men endued with knowledge allli 

wilKlom, (2) an ..embly of men that are ignorant. 

Thoogb principally of two kinda, it may be of three 
kincla .aeording to difference of eIowtet noted below:
(I) an ..-embJy thM. i, friendly, (2) an aeeembly that 's 
jndjtfereni and (3) III a.eeembly that i. .lrMdy ooRlDlitted 
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to ODe "ide,lot .\8 the Kri8bD&yaiuned~ (Ii. '!, I) baa 
preeciibed .ome ..cri&cial spell. for avoidtng narVOUIDeM 
in lUI aeeembly lind for the aoqui8ition of the power of 
eloquence, it folIow!! that _lembli. WIIf'fI coovened on 
.. grand .cal. nd that no one was deqied the right of 
ezpreeeing biB views in the IllllIembly. · The prieete, 

repHlIeotiol(' the educated, the nobility re.preaenting the 
agrioultural and the trading au were all preeent tbt'te. 
A. queetiOM of Election and baniehmtlOt of kingy and of 
rwtq,.tion of I.nit!bed king..; were ditICUIIIIed in the 
a.-embly, it i. doubtful woether kingaatteuded it or Dot. 

If it were a rule tb.t the king sbould .. ttend i~. it would 
follow ~hat hI.! .tWtded it ... itl head to preside D"er ik 

deliberationll, But l1li qneltion. of election and n!ltcwation 
of. king cropped up &8 subjects of dilllCtlMion ollly when 
there wall no king ill t11e "ingdolD, ~lIIe one elle, • dia· 
tinguisbed priest or a lIoble. might volubtHr himMlf u 

its JlI1ItIident for tbe time beiug ; MIl when th~ qutllltion 
of the bani.bment of the tyrannical king was the ,abject 
of dilCU8IIion in the lU~embly, the tyrant bimlif!lf might 
stay away from it 'in the intered.t= of hi, own peNOo.1 
..rety or dignil.y. There if! howevt:r no reliable rehreooe 
found in tbe Vedas about thl! king'. atitendanoe in the 
Ulembly lUI ita prNident. Tlte Riredie refereuMl to the 
~ of a a.ja in the mid1lt of .. n "lembly (IX. 92, 6, 

alId X . 97. 6) can be taken to mean either .. th' pretence 
of a noble in the midllt of an Ulell'lbly or AI the prMellce 

of a king in featal .... mbliea or congregation" or bettI_, 
Ie interpreted by Sayan in (IX. 9i, 6). On DO account 

the two ~ can be fakeu to ' mt&D that the king 
attended the _mbly .. ita preeident. M.~er II t.henI 
Il'8 Vedic ~ eojoinmg certain charm. aad .peIle 101 
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the aequilition of the power of eloqW!ooe ao .. to MCQI'fI 

IlllloDimity in tbe MIe1Dhl,. it aw-" that th" ri~b~ of 
addree.ing' the .-embly wu Y8Ited in no one, but Wit; 

gi'fMI to anyone who volunteered himlNl!f to und"rt.ke it. 
Similar i. the custom in vogue in vill&gel eveD now. The 
beet speAker or pedagogue i8 eveu 11019' .. Uowl'd to addre
t~ people and csrry the dr., u he might. Tbe .me 
form of ped~gy ",hi.:-" i8 recommfm.df'd by Ch.,. ... for 
vanquishing &n opponent ill disrutation prm·ail.. f'ven 
DOW in the • .embliee of villages, alld lleeml to b.,"t' 

prevailed .Ieo during the Vedic period. 'fbilll ito what. 
Chan.ka •• ys :-

II An opponent t.hat it weak in the Scripture. .h(mld 
be vanquie:hed with citation!! of lengthy .phonaml. An 
opponent .hould be vanquished by thf" 11M of phl'Uetl 
fraught with wOroll, the ROle of which i. t.oo ~if6clllt to 

undefttand. An opponent that jJl. uoable to undent ... nd the 
worW! be heart IIhonid ht vanquished hy reciting len~h,\' 
aphorisms full of difficult words!' I 0 ~ 

That sueh was the form of det.te in the V~jc period 
il eoDfirmed by the various kinds of 8&Crifiet18 IJft*3tibed 
in the Vedu !or the attainment of debating [lOwer in 
u.embliee. ' 1\ 4 /It ill likely tb~ore that no kinK eyer 

pnlided in the _mb!y of the people, but that ooly M 
aDDMI.ted tv do (.r nndo anything, .. ~uired by the 
unanimoo8 dflairf: of the _mbly. 1Ibat he w.. bound 
to IM!lt up to the unanimous decision of tbe auembly ill 
oollfirmed by tbe following bymn of the Atb .. r" .. ved&: 
(VI. 88, S) ,-

" Finn. Mftlt to be .babn, emab tby foemeD, under 
thy feet .y tlIOM who atrive apiut thee. O.,..minded, 

'0_ ,..,MMh'M. 0 ....... ' 11. 
u. ~ V. V.I1," \T 
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true to thee be all the regionl ; faithful to thee, the firm, 
be thi. ....,mLly ."'o~ 

Drinking of Sora, an iDtoxiCl.ting liquor, l~m8 to have 

been .. common cURtom with men going to S .. bha or auem. 

hly. Thi. i8 confirmed by the following puaage of the 
Atharvaveda :-

" He, (the Vratya) went &way to the people. Meeting, 
uaembly. a.rmy &fId wine followed him. HfI who hath 
thill knowledge beco'inell the dear home of meP.tinfl{. &1I..'lem· 
blr. arm)' and wine."I Otl-(A. V. XV. 9.) 

If, folloWll therefore that, eloquent talk a.nd wild aDd 
violent diBplttation wu '" common fe&tUt'8 of the debate in 
an u.em~ly. perhapA ofhm leAding to broilll. Rnt there il!< 

evidence to beli.eve th .. t auembl,\'.h .. ns \VerA considered so 
!'&Cred t.hst while in the assembly. even .. criminal Wall flUI'e 

of bis J>8ft!Obal ... rety . This i. confirmed by tht' folllJwing 
I"""!t' of th, Rigvoda (I. 31.6) ,-

.. Agni. thou ... veet in the ~l>emLly when pursued, eveo 
him, 0 faneeing ODe! who walks in evil waYII." 

To win glorr by nhibiting extraordinar.'" power of 
flloquenoe i~ the usembly H8emll to have been the bigheat 
ambitioD of men even in thOtle day... Among the variOU8 

bleesinga hoped for. the birth of a son fit. for the assemblr 
is one, &8 elo&rly expJ'6lllled in the following gr&nd benedic
tory puaage of the YajurveU. (Vll. 5, 18) :-

.. In thi. preilltbood maya Brahml.ll be barf! of spiri

tnal glory j in this kingdom may a prioOt' br. hom, an 
&f'6her, a hero, and a great chariot_fighter; a milk cow. a 
draught os, a swift racer (horae) , a prolific woman, a vieto_ 
nOllR warrior. a youth fit for the B.II..,mbl~· C_bbya). To 

101 Bee Vedic lDeIe&., Vol. II, p. 41. '--<lOIiOCIId betw_ "'Ie Ililtg 
.nd hit; _bl, __ UM for lUll proQeritJ. 

UI C/. Bir. Yn,I8,8. VllI. 1.11,11, I • • J.. V. XIV. 1,.-18. 
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tbiM MCriftoer may .. hero he born. May ParjUlY" rain 
for U8 wbenloevOr we dNire. May our plants ripen with 
fruit.. May union and peace be OUnI." 

One of the Rigvedie hymll~ ooo,'eYH tbf. .. me id. 
(L fO. 5-6) ,-

j, Now Brahmanupati speaks forth .Ioud tbf' IJOlemn 

hymn of prailIe, 
Wherein Indta, V.rulla, Mitra, Aryama.n, tb. pM 

b&VeI made their dwelling place. 
May we in holy .-embliee, 0 god!!, recite tiliot hymn. peer_. that bring!! felicity. 

If you, 0 heroes, graciollilly accept this word. 
May it obtain .11 hli. from you." 
In tbifl oonneetion the following Atbarvavedtc pn.yerM 

for power of debate and of voice are alflO intetwting:-
J. Let not the enemy win the r.lLUMiI strong loud pre

dominant .rt. thou . 
.li.efutt: my adversar.,·'s 'lIpeech. Rendrr them ..lull and 

flat, 0 ! plant. 
z. The atl'ODg winged bird dillCo\'ered thf!f>, thf" bini 

unearthed thee with bis Inout. 
Refute my advel"ll&ry'~ speech. Render them dnll ami 

flat, O! plant. 
3. Y j), Indn. I.id thee on IIi!; arm t.() eut thl' A~u ...... 

to the grollbd. 
Refute my adYe~r.v'll Bpeeeh. Render thfoln dull and 

JIat. O! plant. 
6. With tbil. I overcome my f(WIa .. Indra oven»me 

tbe wolvee. 
Befut. my .• ... ... . 
7. ladra. ~_t the .peecb of him wbo meets. Q8 with 

bootU;ty •. 
Comlort D8 with power and might. Make me luperior 

iD debMe." A. v.n, '7. 
H 
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. " 1. Mine Iw t.hl" glorr in the hill, in valet, in cattle, 
.nd in gold, 

Mine be thfiliweetnPllj that is found in nectar and in 
flowing wine. 

t. With Jom dl'liciou" honey balm mf', Asvine, lords 
of Ivlendid light I 

That clear and )'ftIOllant rna:," be the voiOl' I utter to 
mankind, "Aemhly. 

3. In me hP "tfen~h, in me be fan Ie. in me tlw power 
of _ritioo. 

Pmjap!Lti e8tabltsh thill ill rnA all tirm IU' light in 

beaven." A. V. V!. 69. 
Decision on (lueetionll J'leeDU! to have been arrived at by 

obtaining vote of the majority &8 preVilleut later .. t the 
time of Chanakya, I to ~ and disputes .bout field h,Y Bl'Cllring 
the nnanimouI! oonlf'nt of the l>E'opie allfiembled, &1'1.'- jar. 
ring note ~f diR~nt bein~ hllilbed "I' by the IIt'I'lIuui\'(l 
power of eloquence of the tlpeaker or ~peakl'n;. 

This ill pro\'t'j! hy tht' following h~·mnll of tht! Atharva

veda :-

"1 . Agree and bl' united: let ronr mind... he all of 
one accord. 

Even all thE! god" of ahrljpnt daYIl. unanimou", await 
their .hare. 

t. ThE' .Berle is common, eommon t.he .ssembly, 
common the law. ~ be t.heir t.hougbts united. 

I offer up your genel'lll oblation I together enter

tain one t.'Ommon plU'POlle. 
S. 0,." lu,d {je .tJt1U 6t' yONI' r4NJlu, be.U your ~ 

in harmony. 
ODe and the same be.lI your mind, thai .. U may 

happilyeohlleht/' (A. V. VI. &40.) 
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H I. In t'O~ r,1 tn~,\" Prajl.ll&ti'" uaughter". ~· .. bh. alld 
S&miti, both pl'otect me. 

)Iay evory man I meet n-M}JCct. ,&1"1 aid lilt'. Fair 
lie DIy Wordl , 0 • Jl'atJIt'I'l! J .t tllf' I11nlill/o."" 

2. We know thy name, 0 COn(tln'~: t.h.,· lIame ill 
interchange of talk. 

Let all the ~umlllLlI.\ · wl,o join lILt' eOllff'I'f'II('(' II!!,," 

tDitA "'t". 
3. Of the men I'Jeatt'll ht" I'U, [ mak" lilt' .\IlIll'udullr IIItI 

tbe lore mint! O\VIl. 

Iudra make mt Cl.ln";l,icllltIl.. in all ~hig ~"::II.lh .. nod 

caml*II.'"' 
4. Whetbpr yOl1r thuughlM arti turll~1 aWI\;" ~r oom,,1 

arkl fOld.ered here or tbere. 

W E" draw thf' m hitherw.n! ~ .. ill: It-I ),ollr mind 
lirml~' mit till me." (A.\". Yll. I:!.) 

Sioee the wl.n) Sallha ill .. name ~iven tn th" ':'l'JImoliug_ 
hall whel'e til!' r .... uuritt·, thou~h I'lIiuIIII", :., .. llIe Hf tli('C 
Will' plll.:'ed at., it ill prubll.lIlf' tI.d "1I80mblie.< ,,11'0 me1. tbl)re 
whenever necf'fll.r.v. In \ ·i11l1getl hav;l1~ un b"'lUbl;lI~ 

DOUHlt, meetingM llet!m 10 hll.ve heel! held i" temp'". or 
I'lacee of firewonh iJl builL for oomnlUn U~ or in Jlrivate 
boollH wiUI I'uch common al'artlllenta. "'" Sabhya and 

Sabhiu are two modem termll, <lr which Ihrl latter llello" 
• member of tht: gambling com pliny. Sabhap"llii, Jonl of 

the &Membly. »eemll t'J hnt' dl'lloff'f1 It mediator or preli
deut. 

Though tht!re i. however no Vedic rcconlllll to the 
way in which bu.inelli! wu doUf! in the a.embly, mil 
!lOme hint may I:ot! ga.thered .. bodl. this point from wbat 
8ribupati alld ot,ber Smriti write ... have lpokeo of it at 
• later period. R.epnling the \en e.teutial oonltituentl 

I •• "~HI. 8 I Vftlic IDlNa, VoL n . .,. •. 
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of · an Mlembly Bribupati i •• id to bave t+id down" .. 
follow:-

ft(l) The king, (!) tbe appointed membenl of the 
ae.embly, (8) the Smritie, (4) the lCOOtmf.!.nt, (6) the 
writer, (6) gold, (7) fire, (8) water, arid (£I f.> 10) wit-
0_ of the two ponies. Of these, the king ill to decide ; 

the membel'8 of the ISllembly to eumine; the Iblritie to 
furnish the law, gold and fire for taking ~tb8 upon, 
water for the thirsty, the the aooountan~ to (Dlmt., the 
writer to take down f.he statements and the .. itn_ to 
oonfil'm the aue."I09 

Of theBe. the king .. nd .tb~ writer may be omitted, 
.. no king seems to have attended the U8!mbl}; ancl no 
writing wu known in thOBe day.. That the retlt were all 

there, &Ii oollstituentli, ill> .. point that need not be 
doubted. 

While 'this stAtement of BrihlMipati determine. to IiIOUlfl 

extent the »rooeduN! of bUlineslll dODf" in the aa.embly. 
the"" i... good deal of aoeertaint,v &I to the nature of 
ubjecte that were di8CUBlle<l in the uaembly still it i. not, 
however, difficult to gllel8 .. t the truth from internal and 
utem&J evidenoel. "'SinGe apeci .. l mention ia made not 
merely of election and baniahment of king. ~~pointed out 

ellMlwhere. it followa th.t thOle question. were t.bof'Ollgbly 

dilCl.l8l8d and decided in the peoplea' aaernbly. 'I'bough 
lfaedonell and K.eit,b admit tbt there .. re cleM' refereooet 
to kings being e:r.pelled from t~r rahna. and tlM!ir 
effort. to I'eeover t.heir aovemgnt1. the,. belit.te to accept 
Zimmer'a opinion that while the Vedic mon&nlhy ...... 

80metimee hereditary, .. ia indeed mown by aeven.l C!UM 

wheN the d~nt .. 0 be tmoed, yet,in other. the moaaraby 
... eleetive. ' though it ia not cl.,. whether the ___ 

lOt ~ V,....;...p.lIi. 
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hOD 6, tlte .ptOJJh ... between the memMI'8 of the royal 
.fan:'ily onJy or extended to melllbe1'll of .. II the Doble 
eI ••. I'1I 

I do not see &by !'eIllon for thi • . doubt on their part 

when aceording to the express text of the K.rilhna 
Yajnrvedalll theeleeted king i.declared to be the •• ftntign 
not of an the people, the clergy, the nobility and oommoq., 
folk, but merely of the two latter cluteti. The tnt moe 
.. folloW'8 :-

<, Thil i. your king, 0 Bhar&tu, but Soma is t·he kiDJ! 
of UI, Brahmanl." (I. 8, 10.), 

Het'e the priest. seem to be the king-maker'll or Raj ..... 
krits, 1M! tbey &fl!I called io two of the Athan'avedic hymns 
(IV. eE, IS &; 5 j VIlI. 7, 6). Thul when the king-makerB 
elect .. king after obtaining the unanimoll8 cooilent of the 
nobility and the oommon people, a •• tated in the other 
hymn!! of the AtharV&veda quoted above (1. 9 ; III. 4 ; 
IV. 2t) and declare that the e1ected and anointed kiDg;& 
not to be oonlidered to be the king of the B"hmaull al.o, 
it follow. tbat tbe coD8t.itlltion \vas r-rtlr oliwnchical aDd 
partly monarchical aDd that the voice of thl! priests OD the 
election and retention of a king wu Bupreme in tbfl 

people'. ueembly. 

The other qUlltiOD8 that seem to have fonned the IIUb
"jec.W of diecuNioD intbe ...embJyare11t war,'" JlMO', "4. 
dieput:e8 about Iaod.ll ~ reaovery of de'b .... '" cbeating at 

,.0 V.aio IDde., Vo\. I. p. au. 
III Yajae, J. a, 10. 

t '" A.. V" VL 715,108. 
.... "- V., VII. U. 
J.t IIi .... raj .... IL.I. I . 

• " A. V., VI. 111' . 
.I." ... v. .• VL 11.'" Ua. 
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pl.y, I I 'inberitaoce,' Illtaution,' uabd.ueti.onofwolDfIb, I I., 

protection of men aod cattle, I' I cattle .teeling,'" d~tri. 
butiOD 0' wat-ipOill, t t B ourrency or coin. of mooey MIlCh 
.. Kri.hbal, Nithb., aod Satamana, I' f trade and tolls 
(anlb),1t5 eriru81 such .. theft. aiI&Ult, and murder. 

A~t from theae qUetitiOD8 which "" all referred to 
.,directly or indirectly in the Vedu, many of f.he que.tionl 
that obtained oogniaaoce in the civil.nd crimiual courts 
of Ule Snt,. pr.iod' lleem also to bave eTlgaJ(Eld the atten
tion of the peoplea' .. aembly of the VediC! period. Among 
the .,wral dotiee usigned in the Sutru to the kinl(8' 
Mlembly for decision, the follolnng MleID apprQlJriate for 
the Vedit;. period .Iao I l e ':_ 

(I) De.truetion of fruit t!'ee\l, 

(t) Falsification of weight .. alld m~ures. 
(:i) PI'I'.vill;on for the wivl!8 of 101diel'll ,I.io in batUe. 

(4) Kxemption of 'Krahlll.lls .. cd widows froln 
laxation. 

(5) Mainten,,"oo of the poor, t!unuchli, and madmen. 
(6) Puni.blnent of f.l!OIl witnetillflii. 

It sboulcr-bd'Ct"ever be noUld r,b.t neither the veracity of 
lIWCial. religiou. and political qnelllioDI diioellfj~ed in the 
UIMltJlbly nor the way in which the det'i.ion W&8 arrived at 
is of 80 much importance as the. qlle~t~ of the coD8t1tlltion 
of tbe government machinery it.eelf. We know for certain 

'" ltrl.bDa l'~a .. II, 6, I. 
'"~ /0... V. 111. 29. 
II. /0.. v. V. IT. 
,.~ /0... V. VI. 107. 

'" Big. 1. 11& 
' .. BI«. II. Ill. 
'u ~ ... ·XI1. 'I,,, 18 ~ XIll,l. 1,'T,etc. 
'u Tai: II&. m. I, s. I. 
"~I VItj .... bU .. XXX.5. 
I,. V .. b.U-udBodb.a,....., ...... Tn~ 



TV.] THE PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY 87 

,hat the t"o important clemen" tnt oonBtituted th", 
govenuDetltof the Vedic ptriod were the uwmblr and tlle 
Iring, Of t .... two, the a~lem bly mu,t hl\'~ betn 1II0re 

important than the king wbo evidently ... at, the mercy 
of "the former. A. pointed Dllt already, it wu the UfI~mbly 
th.t managed tht! a1fai1'l of Ihe kingdom during tlr, period. 
of interregnum dne to death or bani.llm'ht. of king.. Evt'n 

• 
during the later period", .. I heredibll')' mOIl.r~hy it i,thf 
IoIIMIIIbly of mini.un that innri~hJ~·· IIt!IIi.trd the kinK in 
.U matten concerning the Statt . Whii .. during the 
Vedic period the ..,eeDlbly evidently held .. p8rmanent. ,,11W'fI 
in the oonltitlltion, it OC!ellpierl • 111Ibrinlill.~ place in till" 

Sutra period, 



LECTURE V. 

THE DUTIES AND PREROGATIVIIS 0.' THE 

KINGB AND PRIESTS. 

It may be atated without the feu' of contndictiOIl tt..t 
hi,tory C!f tbe world means the hi,tory of the play of 
intellect. It ia the intelligent few that rule the world and 
are the 0101*18 of it. p!'0jiri'e68 or deterioration. It ii, they 
that .hlpe t~e policy of gGY@rnmentB and give it this 
or that uPtlDe to pi ... the vanity and whimsical notionlof 
the timefl. So long lUI the intelligent. few are altruistic in 
t,heir act. towarde the people th.t arc in lIOCial intereour&e 
with them, they are reflpecteci and admired ." WMII they 
act. either in tbeir own self-interSBts or ag&lDl t the (;fJlfi.b 
or UDttelfi.b intereabl Qf the powerful or of .. body of the 
people, they begin to be hated by the latter. When the 
intelligent few form themselves into .. tier-rate elu. or 
cute and begin to be bated for their appt.rent eel6. h 
intM8!lta, the feeling of hatred i. in the long run converted 
into .. permanent el.,. or caste hatred. tbough the caUfl8 
of that feeling may have long died a"ay. 

What at. a later period. appear .. forma of aelfi.h 
intereat.e originate Uoemaelvell at first .. dflaEJr .. ed privilep 
Imd rigbts gtsnted aDd cnjoyed in bononr of the intellec-_ 
tual .upenority. protective -spacity or governiog .kiU: 
The ohief, the king, the mediciOfl man, the 11I1igi.(Ku. priM 
with biB auumed power of interpretklg the .ir.1 01. the: 
beaven. aDd biB .pella, inaaot&tionfl r.nd ACri&ai&1 expJoH. 
ani first .d.mired and retpeeted for tbeir power ia war, in 
governing, j(\ curing diHuM, &Dei in uorciaiog ' da.il. and 
.. vening aalamitiea of hidden OrigiD, I8Ild are graated gifte. 
The familie. of th_ men ooDtioue to enjo1 thoee privi. 
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ev.m Db the d~th of the heroes and the pril!ilU with whom 
~ right. originated. III the long run 't.he right. ~me 
mere toya .nth 00 merit to render them detJen'ed, DO matkr 
'ltbether the Cl&iDllOts of the tight. are inJividuals or .. 
clan of 1*))18. 

Thill ia wbat bas happened with th!! prerogative! cf 
India,. prieatly eta.., which earned ita privil~ges in hOll0u"t . 
of its wperior intellect. Tbl'l rights and privileges of the 
mOl. on the other hand, began to ino1-eue in proportion to 
the growth of hill governing dutiee. The dntiee of the 
kiD,.. whether hereditary 0\' elected for life, wen! \'ery few 
at" fint while those of the prieat. were many. While the 
king ... expected to confine hill at·teotioll to the.prottctiye . 
aDd defeullj'Ve m!Uur'e of the kinl,.rdom. it WIlli the prieHt 
'lritb wbom the power to help the kings by the performanee 
of DtICI!II.ry .entices and ,pens W&8 hf.Jievoo. to reNt. rt 
... hi. saerifioe that averted drougbtll by catiling timely 
nin.. 1t try hiB YCrifice that eRllured victory to the king 

over bi. enemy. It. WloII his &aerifiOtt that brought in. 
plentiful h .. rveat. It WiWI his aa.erifiep. and medicalltmulet 

tb&t introduced concord between the king .,M the people. 
In abort then! WSti no public or priv .. te toetivity th.t il not 
.tt.ended with • -.crifici.1 performance. His memory wu 
RO .trong th.t be remembered .. number of auitable prayen; 
which he .. lone k.new to interpret. He .lone kne" to 
,...,nn aaerilieea: 10 correctly 8S to YSlue IU008I8. Hill 
faI: ..... tilt achieve ex~ IUOtle8l was due to inauffieieacy 

0' the .n..... Thus he W\8 .. god illCllol'Date to tbe 

people of hill...... Even eo late u the time of Chanalr:ya. 
'be duty of .. kiag ii WIll to employ .. cbief priMt wtlJ 
Ji.rDed· in the Vedu aDd experienoed iD the perforlil&nee 

Of ..noaa kiDdI of.aorifieea. 
The other kindl of p.rvioe which tht: Vriflltly clMli 

reudered to tbe king aDd bill people in additioh to the 
11 
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~ and ..orificial.efflees &04 which mado the.pri:ri. 
lege. granted tb. it ttt,bly deaerved in the eyes of the people 
are edllO&tfooa1. lpiritual, and ministerial: A. Jepolitorie. 
of knowledge. both .secul.r and .cred., the pritllGi wve 
jWltly -looked upon ... perlOU! well qua.lified to impart 
koowledge of all kiDds to tha.e who were iaclill6d to 
aqllil'e them. Their a.bodea DOt merely in towns and villages 
but aIao -in hermitages lIituated on the bulb of riven i.n 

for.t:. IMIem to have ~n frequented by alllOtu of people, 
incilDiv. of king.. Their hermitages and other Mlttltlmflllt. 
1I88ID to have been r~arded 80 sacred &II to iblure _ety 
of pel'llOn and security of property. Even kiolf' doE_ted. 
driven out and chased from the battlefields IMm to have 
found in t~e bermitages a. ,.fe IIbelter from their b100d
thinty eoomilM, Thi. i. eonfirmed by the story of King. 
8uda~D') and Su.ratba narrated in IV. 16.17 &nd V. 32 
of the Devibbagavata. The ijtory of Snd&r.na is a& 

foJJows :-Dhruva.undbi, lIOn of PuahJa &Od Kiog of the 
Koealaa had two Ions, one called Sud&JBalla by bill .tirwt 
wire Mauorama and another na.med Sa.t.rujit. by Lilavati. 
Dhruvuandh: died while huoting . A b&ttle ensued 

bet~n Viruena, King of KaJing&, and Yudbajit, King of 
Ujj&ini, each being interested in securing the throne of 
Dhruva.w.ndhi w his own nephew, Sudarsaoa. and Satrujit 
reflpectively. Theil a.ppreheodiog da.nger from Yudbajit, 
MaDonnm& with her young IOn fled to the hermitage of 
BbaMn.ja. IloDd lived tbere in peace till her dOD greW' old 
and reeeived hi. «location in the Vedloti, politica aod 
military &1t from Bharadvaja. himINlf 110 &I to reC!OY8J' Ilia 
lolt kingdom. So he did to the .. ti.faetion of hi. lQother. , 

Likewise, RUl'ath., an IIoncillot king, driven ont mill 
hi. kingdom by.hi. eaemies, sought refuge in the hermitage 
of Sumedbaa and with hill ... t.t..oee reoonnd biI IIi •• 
do ... 
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The birtb and growth of Sagara in tile hermitaae of 

A.u"" on the death of hil father Bahu JefeaWe.od driven 
out from hi. kingdom by the Haibayu and tbe Tala
jughas is another inst..oce of thE' inditlllf"DMbJe protectivt'l 
eare and lIbelt.er "hieh king8 in Axile l!ou~ltt and received 
from the priestly ClUB. 1 • i 

It.eerns to have been a nnique 8l~le to 8t'e thE' l,riestl1' 
hermite "'8&OOd ondeer~kinll IIpreadun~er thl' shadow of Sal .. 
treeI and engaged' in teaching their Rudenb tile Veda8. 
s..tru aDd other usefnl arts, M required by the Iatter."I~1t 
They seem to have been given to .. lile of much self-denial 
and peoanee atld .erifices. Whethpr they lived .. bOIl&e~ 

holdet'l in villages and towns, or as hermits aM ascetiCfl 
in forsta, their life seem/; to have been lUI ilimple M their 
_ming high . Though, all bermits and Meetics in hcr~ 

mit&gea. they seem to haw lived IIOmetime8 OIl the flesh 
of wild animals, or on wild rice gleaned and collected by 
tbemlelves from tielda or on fruitA aDfl 1'OOta gatherurl 
from the fore&ts, and other time.s on the bounty of kinil" 
and wealthy men, I ' ~ the householders in vill&l,';lll" aDd townt'l 
8eeO'I to have engaged thetnsolv~ in \·.riOluI kindll of 

ooollpatiollB, agricult.UI'e, cattle ft'aring, ml'lll icim~ , earn· 
grinding and eYen gambling.' an 

Tbia highly learned, though JliQll., pri68tly oligarchy 
or ari.tocracy, independent of the king ami exempt from the 

ordinary eurcile of the royal POWe1~ is not a peculiar 
feature of the Indian Aryans .lone. It appeara to have 
been a common ebancteriatic of the Aryan race 811 a wholf'l, 
... ha.te.,er might be the country it. bad occupied, GtefICe, 
Rome or India. The ancif'lnt Greeb and RomanI! are 

.. ' VllhnllputaDa, IV. 3 . 

... De'; Bbpvata. V. U, 26.%7. 
'II Baadha~., Ill. r aDd 8 • 

.. ~ Ri,. IX. 11~. 
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• id to .have ha4 .. _ilnilar kind of prieltly oHproby MIODIf 
them. In bilt City Stftts of the Greeki. and RoDl*b. 
{pp. 115.119, Ed. 1907) 'Fowler eay. .. follon:-

II In the age of kiugtlhip, as we .... , the functioD6 of 
govemmeot were l1'iligiOUI, judioi .. , Ind military. Tbeie 
fUDctiool have now puaed ont of the hand. of the king 
~d belong to the magiltrate and counoil. of the vtDto
eney. Let QI De how they might be oed 10 18 to favour • the intereaw of the few .. .ga.iD8t those of the maur. 
The .. ecret. of the religion CODllli.ted of .. knowledge of 
the ritual proper to each OOCIIllioD; the knowledge. that ie, 
of the art of keeping the human inhabitants of the city 

. on good fonna with ita divine members. Every publio 
act wu accomI*nied by .. sacrifice, and .. II aaerifieea mtllt 

be performed in eu.ctly the right way. The sacrificial 
hymM mUI~ be rightly anog; the omp-DI mliit he taken, 
the purifia.tory prooeuioDI eooducted exactly in the reeeived 
manner, or the gods woold not IUl8wer and bleel. The 
wbole Hfe a.nd happinesa of thfl State depended 011 the 
proper pElrfonnance of tbeee UeceaMory duties. Now in • 
State made up, ... we b.ve seen, by the union of It811M' 
communities, each of wbich bad ita own peculiar wOl'8bip 
conducted by it. own noble family or families, it is plain 
t.hat .11 theae worships, now embodied in the State, moflt 
have nun&ined in the hands of the arist.oer.ey. The whole 
organisation of tlIe ,state', religious life wu theirs .lto. 
The regulation of festivala, of marriage, of funenJa, of 
holy pJIoC8 and laud belonlting to the gods._ll that the 
Romua underttood by the wordajru 1&lerW.,-wu thei,. 
and theire only. For. pttnJOn to·m@(}.~ with Booh thinp, 
who wu not qualified by birth" or education or tftIiition 
nor expreuly iovited by the State u .. reformer, wall oot 

only to interfertl with the right. of a .. , but poaitinl,.. 
to diatorb the good relations of the Cit,Y with it. gods, aacl 
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tbUi imperil ita very life. Of thew relll.t,IOh". and of this 
life the noble familifll! were in ... way trl1lt.HM; what 
woncler then, If their trusb.>eehip incre..1!Cd their pride aDd 
..,rowed thew lIymrathir.lI, ... i8in~ in t.hem a Jtrowing 
oootempt for men who know nothing of the will IIr tM 
need. of the divipe inhabitant. of the City r 

., So it wu &180 in the religion of profllme law. u il 
slo .. l, disentangled it.self from the law of religiou!> II~. 
Here, too, the rult! held good th.t a.WBOlemn actll mllit Iw 
perfonned IICeOrding to )lreecribed order, if t.hey WPM to 
have auy binding force. 8ules governing tile tellU ..... 
of land, rulPa governiDIl the tranlfftrence of all property 
by 8ucceuion or sale, rulflll governing tllI~ tl't'ftmt!nt of 
evil-doere .nd tbe adjlll!tment. of .11 dilllKltClI, flO lar &II they 
were adminietered by aristocracy only. they Wtll'f' .,. much 
matter of technical and traditional knowlNlge lUI the 
religiou" law and C!OuJd not be administered ... ve by th~ 
to wbom a divine order had entrulltp,;/ th.t knowledge. 
The es.ecutive of thA State, in fact, waa in thl' haDtl~ of 
t.be onl,. tTl1e Statemt'D (Politai). What wondpr, then, 
once more, if these men and their ramiliet< btIlieved them
.,lves to be the only lawful l)()fifil';i!Ol'" of IIOOret or 
Government, .. well as r('ligioD, which the,v might t.urn to 
the;r own particular advantage? 

I EveD in ' milit.rJ' mattel'l!i-tlle thirJ der.artment of 
Govemment-th'!l u.me tendency i. 1'fIu ; for the .ril:lto
cney toot the great6r risk in actual warla"" and wer'fl 
at greater e1peDIIB tban the commonl in providing them
IIelv.with bortlftl and sDperiorartnl. They, like the chivalry 
of the Middle Ap, were the flov.-er of th(· State's Army; 
they b.d a gre.ter .stake ia the State al){I they like their 
medievaJ eoanterpart.l, eame to look "Olva ~ the people 
.. beinp who could not or would not fight, un .... oRbJ' &Jill. 
of h9DoQr 011 tl:.e battlefield and of r>'"' in the constitution r 
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ThUl we may be 91.lro ~ in ooor&e of time there e.me 
to til" greater distinelntIM of.oatline of the poeition at the 
eJ.. to whom .. II !.he sooreta and advanlag. belotipd . . 
While the' State wu DoL yet fully _liNd. whiC. ita 
element.! were .till in 80111t:ioD, this di.tinatoe8'l wall I., 
.trong. But when the various t'lemenb: of population 
QIllDe to face Neh other in the well-knit St.a;t.a, the lei_ of 

privilege began to m .. ~e iteelf felt. The holden of the 
~ whicb we have htlen delCribing, IiO 800n u they 
began to use them for their advantage UI .. etu.. woald 
oeue to be thought of u ha.Yen-a.ppointed trullteei, and 

would come to be CODlidered 10(1 privileged." (The City Stafe 

. of the Gl'Mkl and the Rom&OI, pp. 115~119. Ed. 1907.) 
The Home fact i8 briefly eXJlressed by Mr. A.M.J. 

Gnmdige in hiH "Handbook of Greek Con.titutioaal 
Hu .. ,)," (p. 21. Ed. lOll). 

"~II mar now form some idea of the power of thi, 
nobility of birth. In m.,.t 0U6I it. membere had won 
tbei.r territory by the right of oonquest, a.od "We1'e t.he 
large Iand-ownera in the States. Their special claims to 
honour were tbe exclUlive knowledge of its lawa, a.nd the 
IOle poaaeuion of tbat· eitizlmBhip which reeDited from highn 
birth and Crom iuherited wealth and culture. Thil wu 
the rule oC the beat ariltoi; .nd for a time these govem~ 
menta have been the truest a.ristocraeiw · t·bat tbe Greek 
wonld ever see. It .... not merely the position, it WM 
atill more the ql1alitie8 which made thetHI men at once 
priMt, jndgee, and Boldien that aeemed unattainable by the 
oom'mon bent Their ruler had • divine ."ction j but the 
theoontic element waa not oppnlllliveJy preMlDt; it wall 

1_ obYioul than .t Rome, for tbe elan woftbip, ncluai ... e 
1M it WaI, .... leu baneful than Uae inlCrutabie knowledge 
of the priestly ooJleges of the .Boman Patricriate, which 

en-ted I' etroog tie of iptelWt b~een ~II tb, fJ,mi~i.. of 
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the pririleged e_, IoIld profened to givtt mi. for all 
tbiDP human .nd divine." 

Having tblll surveyed the phyaical and iat.elleetual 
superiority which ~nabJed the kings and the pri",tly e_ 
to put forward cl.iml for speeial privileg. and preroga
tive. 6~Dg their positionl!, we may now tum our attention 
to the ootllideratioD of the pecul~ nature of the privilegea 
thOlll8e!vea :-

As .. defender gf the kingdom, the ~ing seems to bave 
been allowed the right of • eating the rich '1 8 I by levying 
tax.. loud tributes from tbem I ", and of distributing 
treuuree oonected from taxation uld plund!r &manllt IIi8 
people, eepecially the priestly class in hi. t)wn 9iac~OD. 

He I~ t.he right of pusing judgment. in civil .. nd criminal 
CMei, perhaps as decided ill the people"1j ueembly.' $ a Hi. 
was the right of bestowing handsome ;.,';fi.!I on pri.ta in 
.ooJioea and in ffliiltivities. He seem8 to have been 
allowed the right of ,;electing hill own prie.t from the 
family of the royal priest aruL of appointing the IMIv~n 
Batoinll or of6oers. lIuch as the Commander of t.he army 
(Senapati). the ch .. rioieer (Suta), the \'ilJ&ge-beadman 
(Gramani), the chamberlain (k.hattar). tht! Collector of 
tues (Sangra.hitar). the dilltributor or divider of food 
(8bagadugba) lind the dice-player (akllbvaplI).I:I( 

He I186m. to have had hill own llrivat e lands lind cattle, 
... Sug:ieva antI other ancient iciogtl h~ their Madhuftll& 
OT pleuW'e gaNens. A.ooonlin~ to Ram&,..o., bone)' aod 
fruita in the MlIIlhuvana. of Sugrieva hflcame the epoill 
of the I!xuliing monkey troop! 011 their retum from 
Laob iu the joy of having found out Sit.. iD the Aeoka 
--~--

, . , Rit. 1. 66, .. 

'II ' L. V. XIX. 2, ts. aDd Rig. 178.8-
. ... .A. V. XIX. u,:I . 
• If. 'I'ai. a.mJUt.a., L S. lJ. 
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garden of Ravana. Even the queen. aDd pribON are Iiaid 
to bave poe...,d their own Iaod. aDd wealth iu the 
Arth ..... tra (II. 7), Whether the Vedic kinp b.d" their 

pri. ... te l&odB or Dot, depend. on the vitlw we tAb of their 
origin. J[ they were elected from among the DOmmon 
people or from among the Klh.triya clus evolved Ddt Of 
Jihe people tbemaelve., it would follow ' that the elected 
kings continued in the enjoyment of too landed. property 

• which they mllst have had before elt!etion. If tbey were 
elected from the very beginning from among the dMCeD. 
danlll 0.£ the institution of the queens, it would follow 
that they bad no priVlo~ property of their 0"",, the queens 
being .. 1J.wed to have .. 11 the property as their own as in 
Tn.vaocore and Cochin . 

..... As the I'88OUI'Ce8 of entering into .. war or an agree
Pleot of v;eaee lay with the kings, the queltion of "" or 
J>8I'C8 IlCeml to havt" ""ted with them .. lone. It cannot 
however be denied that be bad to CODlult obi, owo priest. 
ud offioel'B and the people" IIlIlMtmbly u well. &Vetl in 
the matter of aoointing their own eldest 1001 io the 
kingdom wben they themeelves grew old, ancient king. 
appM~ tG have ucert&iued thf! view or ioolinatioo of 
their peo)\le'. ueembly. Duarath .. '. attem.pt to gauze 
the opinion of bill people alld the uHlm~y on the qaeliion 
uf iostalling Rama 011 hi» throne is an instance OD tb6 
poiot.. Durrodhan," Ol .. J.t.reatmeot of the l'abd&vu and 
their wife Dn.npuni apiWlt the verdiot of hi, a.embly 
teems to be an exceptiOD. 

The Iring W'M called Vilpati, lord of the people, .. 
oontruted with the Brahmanl. All Vi.spau,· he had DO 
royal power ower the prielt •. 

The levy . of benevolencea and .peeial" tMee aod ~Illt 
as .tated iu the Arthaaailtr., wu .. royAl privilege of later 
period. 
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The king 1ft8 a man among men: neither doe.; he 

seem to La.vA made, nor the people t.o have acquieeood. in, 

biB claim for divine birth 01' ril-\"ht., Wllich. lUI will be seen 
later on, is a politie&l expedient devised by politicians 
of the post-Kautilya. period. , 

In addition to their prerogati\'e of ~in~ indfTIt'IlIIclit 
of the king, the prie. ... t :-;eemt:' to have claim('(l and ti8CUred 

immunities in important judicial malte,~. aa:; f!let fort·b 
iu the following pass&gl1l1 of the Yajurnm" :-

"If a Brahmall and" lIoll-ll.,.,hman IJavc a lit,igllotion, 
OD8 (the khlg) IIhould l!Ilpport 1 he Uralilnall ; if one IIUp

porbl the Bl'llhmall, olle ~llPllOrt.ti olle9tM; if (llll~ Ol'POflC9 

the Bra.hmall, Olle Opp08~ ouetO,'lf; therefore OIl(' sh()Uld 

1I0t oppose a. HI'Illimu.1I (,rai. :-\amhita, 11. il, I:!)y 

"Him who I'cyiieti a 8,'&.IIIII&U, he (the lciug) 1111.11 

tillt~ with I:' hundred; him who till'ikt:tO a. Bl1Iohlllan. 11(' 
8hall tine wit.h & thousand j he who ,Ir",w~ blood from 

bim .. hall not bdlOl,l t.he world or Lim Pi'ns," (~i, 

Sambita, II. 6, 11). 

The finl'~ Icviell from lhl.! ofl'l'wk'l' wet,' p:-Io;,1 not. jfJ 

thl) king, btlt to the Ura.ll/nall, :.~ I(. kilul of W"r~eld, 
Tha Ia.,,;l 81lutence 8eemli to lIlean that 110 (nneral rif.u.: 
llliouid be performed ill the UiLlliC of a slaycr of u. Urahmll.lI 
011 his deilt.h. 

'In still dl!al'8r termll a.l'e entllllcl'atc.l t hl! iUlinunitil ... 

of the ')I-jCllu; in the Sutra literalu .. e. 1'he A,,.tamba 
Sut"., for example, lI&y8 ai:l folloWI!I ;-

.. In hill realm no Brahmlln IihoulJ !iuffcr huu;;er, 
sickue88, cold, or h .... t, be it thl't>tlgh want or inteution

.1ly." (Apa. n. 10, 25, 11.) 
.. The king who, without detriment to hil servants, 

givlII8 I.nd and money too BrahmaUIIi &cooJ-ding to their 

de.K.'l'tM gaiPIf end!...'111i \Yorldil. 

13 
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I~ They., t.Jlat .. king who is ala.in in attempting to 
recOftr i.be property of Brahmans l~rfotmS a sacrilice 
where bill body takes the place of ~h8 -.crificial post ami 
at which an tlulimitetl fee is givt~n . 

II A learned Brahman is free froUl taxtit;." (Apr.. II, 10, 
26,1, 2, 10.) 

Thml it is c1fl11.l' that the Velli\! political cobst.itution 
coolided of (I) a~ priestly ari!ltocracy inde~lIdent of the 
king and eUlUpt from punishment for offences and from 
taxes and toile on rand and o~ber property, and with 
acknowledged claims to protection from hunger, sieknesll, 

cold, or heat; (2) .. king, eJeekod at nrst and hereditary 
later; .... nd (S) a fltate-usembly consisting of pl'ie&ts, 
Dobles and the common people with POWtfll to elect and 

bauish killgB. to relltore I.nished kill~. aDl) to have an 

Ilutboritative voice on all political and jml;cial matten; 
of tbe stat;(', The tDOlit t.roublesome dement of th~ con
stitution WIIS the priestly ariatocl'll.CY with whi~h the kiDbPB 
were, a8 .. lteiWy point.etl out, at war for the !lake or the 

my~teriolJ8 oow, .nd pel'haps ou aocoUlit of tbeir oxorbi

tant privileges aI80.' U 3 

.. . YiIWII'!I. Pu._. 1,13. Vella ,'er ... tlie Brabman .. How t.Li. 
diloWrd onded will bILl IIeOll kh.-r OD, 



LECTURE VI. 

THE EFI'ECT 01' JAINISM AND BtlDDHISM 
ON THE POLITIC.\L CONDITION OF INDIA. 

At 110 time ill lh~ hitter.\" of Il¥Iia had it" prif'lltly 
.~stocracy .. mo"" dC'IJp,n.~ lliruggic for p..istcnoo lha .. 
during tht Butra period. AJ*tt from lI!,lib in itNolf dllt" 
t() difference of opinion on mat.fI.", t., mimltf. tlelailll in 

~rificell, itA dispntfl with the kinga rp.garding the IJuf'fItion 
uf itM privilegM docl'll not 8C<.'m to have como ~o an f'orl, 
though it. had 1.0 let aside tllf' Iitieation of COWl! on tlill 
defeat of Partilurama, its champion, an,) bi'!! night. fa tlUI 

West COASt comer or Sollthtrn )n(JiR. The !}Uft'IIlion of 
~.11owillg tl'8 priellts to cont,inllt'\ in tht' enjoymt'ut or 
their cxhorbitant rrivil .... geR t<eemll to have been dill limier 
tlill)lotf'. King Vena, for example, hi ~jd to Jane e.u.('(l 

it to he evt'rywhere rroclaimed t.llI,t no ll'oT'llhip ~hould he 
performed, roo oblations ofFel'~l and no gift. bMto,,·et! 
"ron the Brabm .. nl . I 3 ' 

W h.t was "OrlM! 8till, there af08t> two sUCCMOIivt: 
separatist movemelltll, one arkr .nother, with tbe let 

purposl'l of reforming .nd purifying the social anu religious 
order (If the tr.dian Ary.n community'u • "hole. They 
were the movement.lounded by ruling prince. after m.tAIJ-e 
deliberation. The earlier of theta 1."0 1D0vement. ill 
known .. Jaini.ro, called aftt:r tbe n.me of Rhthabba tit 
J ina, tbe fint f"\lnder and teacher of th.t religion. Or 
the 240 Tirthaabru 0;' teacber. l.oeKinning with Rilhabha 

... 'rIMnu POI'I.NI, I. U . 
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and ending with Vardh&atloa. Mabbtra, ioU' of whom 
lMlem to have belonged to the K8hatriya elasli or to ruling 
princes, the last three, Nemi or ArishtaneDli, l'aPRvan&tha. 
and MahAv1ra, fle8m to have been t}"e most pGwerful 
prta.chel'll. Arillhta.nemi ill 8t&t.ed to h"ve het>n a I'"ince 
and oolltlin of Krillhna of the YAdava tact'. The story, 
IUJ narra.ted in th~ rommf'nta1"Y of t.!1I" tJtt&rAdby"yana 
SQ.tra lll ; say!! that when he was told that the herd 
of animals which l)t'J met in hill procesllion preparatory 
to hi8 marriage WiUl KAjimati wall being led to be 
slaught.cn.>d for t.he pllrpose of a banquet to be given 
in honour of hill marriage and coronation in the 
YAdava Kingdom, lIe relinquished his mar~"C and 
the kingdtJm in dilgust and took to forest life tollow
ing the orders of the old Tirthanka.ras. and leaving the 
kingdom to his collilin K rill"n •. Parsyanatba who ~'uccMded 

Arillbtenemi, 77:~ R. C., ..... Tirt,hallkara was a prince like 
his predeceasor "nil wall 1I\ll~eP.ded by MahA.vha, a king 
like himp,elf. 

The oLj~t witll which t.iu''!!!e Tirt.IJankaras ('mhraced 
UC':eticu;1ll Wl'8 not merely to emaneipat8 themselV811 from 
the unending ellain oi birO. and dcatL, but to II&\lC the 
Aryan 1'le(1)le from the socia.l, l'eliJ,,01o1111 80m] political bond
age irom whioh they hf'licved thf'Ql to be suffering. 
Whil .. they kept t.hemseJvf'1' under a. "tern religious disci_ 
pline with a firm mind to conquer t.he six enemies, desire, 
.. nger. nigg .. rdli.n{,lIs~ delollion, intemperance. and jealousy, 
a.nd to attain emancipation by mt1(}itatiou and contemplation 
OD t·be Mlf or soul, they IleE'm to have been preacbing to 1he 
peorle at large to gil'e np tbe !IOCiaJ and J'fIligious Cuttom8 

of the Brthml.Dl and to praco.tisc as far .. posaible the 
obeervance of tbe four )(ifta,-the gift of food. gift of 

"-------
":" Jaina Bwlo., p~bli.ht!d by Rao 8flh&dnr a..jl Dhanapalalimb, 

Vol. XLI, pp.656-6j'O. 
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protection' of a.nimal life, gift of mediciDl', and gift of true, 

knowledge (Ahirbtbayabhaishajyft sAstradAna' ~ II), a,. IIfatell 

in the in&eript,ions of Hoill&la Ban.ladf'va. Whil(' the til1lt 

three gift. determinp lh" !luitiing principle of till'! \'arioull 

M'ltivitiell which man may takp. III'0n him!',,!f 110'" l\ !lorial ft.n.1 
indUJItri.1 Lcing, the lut. inculcate .. thfl IIt'I:\eAAitr of hi,. 
learning anll teaching trite knowlN.lge. IUl taught. ill UII' 
philO1lophyof I,hp. Jainas. Tlli .. phi1col'l0l'h,\" i .. hNalJlAFt1r 
Upoll t.he lllWljp:luul8 and IlIll'tl~' Ilpoo. t.hl' 1I1hei.ti(, I,hilo
IIOphy of KapiJa. The r1,iI080[llly all t'xpolllulrd lIy Kapil., 
teaches 111'1 that there are only f,wo principal entiti8l, man 
and nature, man ~lIf1'ering or enjoying accunling to tJw 
attitude of his minJ undpr bis control, anel NlLtllru h:n·in!; 
.. productive power manif('stillg' or Iltt'Sellting to man Ih(' 
externally illJeatrllctible ma.t.ter in itK \"arionll rOrlllll. 

Attachment to Na.ture brill~f' pain to man, wllil(' 11011-

attachment or nentrality by metg-in~ Ff'lf in [!elf bring. on 
emancipation to him. Accordingly Sank-hra philolOOphy 

know8 neither God nor Dharma, charity or "irtlte in any 
form. The Jaina philosophy, thongh ecJua.lly atheillt.ic, j" an 
improvement on the Sankbya hy the 1l(1ditinn of nharm:!. 13 U 

loR II. me.ns for the attainment of f!mancipation.' 4 " 

Hence knowing neither God nor lUI authoritative revralcd 

ted, Jaini8m has rejected the Vedu of the BrAhman. with 
all its animaIIllRCriti~,s. lIB incon~i.tent with thl! promiae of 

abstaining from injury and CMlf'lt.\, to anim.llife,' 4' ApB.l't 
from the fOlu gifu. and from renJering lIfI"ioe to .iuta, 
teaehwa, a&eeti(ll;, the infirm, t,he ganu, kulllll, Sanghu, 

the good, and the enlightened, as inculcated in the 

... l<*lriptkm ill B ...... nhri teml'lo .. t Udri in 8on.b, Bhimolf& 

Diltriot, )1180l'Il. 
,n Uu..r.db,'J&nA lutra, p, 677, I"IIrM 210, 
,Oft Tatvarthantra, 1.1, Z, S II: X, I , 
,.. Girt No.2 'laotad abo\'c. 
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Tatvtrtbasutra (IX. 24). "there iii no other Dharma whicll • 
Jain. bu to know. The Jainas do not Miem tift'<! of dillcullsing 

the (Iuestion of Dharma and Adhanna frn~ various point;' 
of view. A religious pra.etiee, .. social em.toD'! or 110 polit.icaf 
duty or '.metion i8 acconling to the J.inas .. Dharma ~r 
'YirtUOt19 practice only when it i8 not antagonistic wi. the 
four girtf' .enump,mted ahove. Aecordiu1{ly t.he Vcd. are 

nd revealed texts, as they teach ~l'itiOO8 inl'!onp,iflhmt with 
Abbayad&na or promise of protection. Nor 1Irt! thl'," 
ctel1lal, as believeU by the Brabmans, sinet" no hllm,," 
ntteranee or writing C&1l poilsibly be ett-rIl3t. l 4 t 

/ 
Neither during Ule Vedic period nor during the Jaina 

And the Buddhi"t pertodl! till tbe finlt felv centnrie~ of the 
" Christian er. was j,here iI 'leh a "igid cL'lt.e lIystf'm 11$ 

prevailed later, Tilt' peor,ll'l wcrr di\·i41f1,a inlo ellWlRe!l with 

rigbtfl of conDllbillm and commell~ality with eaf'h oHler. 
When the J'ainL'l had formed 1\11 oracl' of t.bt'ir own, thf!)' 

had ohAervoo. t-he I\Ilmc eiasll "JI"tcm without. an.,· dctrimCllf 

to their faith amI plllctice.' 4,~ Along with IIllt·h 8nt~ 

customs as flesh-""t.iug, plurality of wiveI'! mSr1·itd f\'Om 

other cluses inclu~ive of t.he Sudru, interdining wit.b 

SndraIJ and the like, the Brahmans sctlm t.o ha.ve been 

imp»iog on suspected persons some 1'<'8ttiction8 to t·he 
right of connubium and commenlUlolity aQd to the right 

of social intereourse with the Chand.las. Restriction 
to the right of cOl1nubil1m and conlmensality ill thus 

referred to ill the 1'aittiriya Salhhita. {VI. 2, 6):,..-

"On It plaee of sacrifice which is distioot.ly marked 

should be cause him to sacrifice rega:-ding the person, of 

whom they have doubt. u to admitting him to oommon 

meals or to marriage/' 

". Nandi SIlU&, pp. JO.ao. 

, .. Uttanuh,.t,aaa oba, p. 166. 
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The J.inu lleem to have eondemued theae and other 
e:lclul:liv~ and indilliCree~ or iutelllperate cUltom!> lUI incon»is. 
tent wit .... Dh.rwa or Virtue. As to Ihc (lucstion of 110-

toucbabilityof the uut:.cut«:, th~ J .. inu have eoudmnno.l 

i~ outright Mol .. mere profest!ion inc.aJ.blc of being tran

ljl6I into practice, inasmuch us the wind ;5 found to 
cany miuute particles of IItl'ong-~lOellinK Uowel'1l alld f!uil.tJ 
in the hand. of the Ollt.castes right through the DOIiC illto 
too very stomacll of tbe BrahmM.!.~ 

Amitagati, .. Jaina-wrikr, who, at' tlta\.c(1 by Ilimselt 

in the introduction to bis wtlrk. 1)hll.l'lTIal'aribha, IiVl'\l in 
IOU A. n. make. a 6aUtlh.rn" an imaginaryehal"al.:ter, 
talk of tbtl widow mal'riage ami other CVIIWl1ltl of the 
Brahmaoll ill" condemnatory tone, at! followl :-

.. Wblin ] .," my widoWl"(l motlwr beio~ wedd«1 to 

lLDutber. 1 lIarratft! my rel"tionlihill \Vith I ... r aUlluked the 

pious men, f pray tell lIle wl,8th..,r there il 110 lI in in her 
being marrieoJ to aoothar.' 

"Whell it i", said that Draupadi I,,,d the ti\·e >l Obll or 

t-.. ndu 811 her hu.bamb, where ill ~ju for thy mothe,·, it IIhe 

h~ two hUIIl-Utlli. The hI ulLand Lcill!( t1eaJ. by millfor
tun!;!, Lbe maidt:u, though OUL'tl belruLhcll, dOl!erv8; lhe ri:.\'hl 

of marriagu coD~'Cration for a &eoond Lime. Ti,e woman 
tbat baI> brought forth a child 11&11 to wail eil;ut ytaN, 
while a IIlIlidell . hould wait. Duly four YLoat .. bt![ore marryillK 
ano!.ber, if ~be hUtlballll IJat! gC6llts aLI-oaJ. If IMIOOtul 
bUIla.nds arc lnufiEld for I'9a6Onti nluutioned in the livo 
enutPeratal t.:aIIe!', lhere iM no guilt for women, u st.ted by 
Vy" and otJlertl." 

/By way of oondomnillg tid. cWitomlI or the Brahm&P8 

and of pointing ot,l· the nature of a true HI".l.hmao, & true 

Klbatriya, 8 true V,.iIiYa, and a trUI,l Slid!"., JaJ.gbOl~ . a 
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1t.iaa ucetie, i. stated to "vc instructed .. Brahman named 
VijayaghOdha in the following passages of the UttarMbyi
yan. Sutra (XX V. U, 33) :-

If He who d091:1 Dot injure living beinb"ll in any of the 
three waY' (tboughtA, wonl tJ, and actious). him we call .. 
Brahman.. He who does DOt llpeak untruth from allger 
or ,for fun, from greed or from fear, him we call .. 
Btabmana. 

8y ouc'e actions on~ boooml!s" Brahman .. , or a K~b.triya 
or .. Vai,),. or a Sutlra. ';' 

In the dialogue betweell Nami and Indra who adviMl 
him to OOta.i1l royalty inst.t.d of ... moullcing it, the duti~ of 
a' king MOOn1jn~ to the refol'med notioD!! of the JaiDalIlI'6 
thWl hint.ed' f a :_ 

III reply to Imlra'il advice to NM.mi to llrect Ito wall, 
~. anll t.ttlillhents, to dig a moat and to cotJltruct 
Sat.aghllill, he' aOllwtlrd that faith ill hi!! furtrfl&lI, pehaaoe 
all~1 self..eoutrol the bolt of it~ gate, patienee it", Jlt,mng 

wMII, Zt!al hi. bow, and carefuln8l>:i III walkiug i~ 

tltrillg. 

In f'\lvLY to hil; advice to punish thieve~ , robLen; atld 
Imrglat'Jol, Nami alll:lWel'M that men fre<1uently apply 
pltuil'ihml!ut wrongly, by pntting t.he innoceut in pri=ron 
"nd by IIcttillgthe true criminllol at liberty. " 

lIn reply Lo lOOm'ti advice to him to conquer his fOOli, 
te perform §crilioea 1.1111 to feed Brahmalls, !'lami auswerti 
t.hat thougb II. mau illhould conquer thoulI&Udti of va.liant 
lOOli, greater will be his victory if be eORClllel'8 nobody hut 
himtlelf i that onr. should figbt with ORIl'S uwn !>Slf and 
COllqner the five !>SIIBCS aDd anger, llrilie, delusion alltl 
greed ; alUl that !:Ielf.control is bt;tter than sacrifiCCII and 
t{ift.! to Brabmans, 

, . , OtWNdhyi7al!.l1, IX. :cI.30. 
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. S~lI Btro.r.r ",was the delluueiatiQb hurl~l by the 
Hllddhi.tl on . *e Brahmans. In the Tevigga Satta, .. 
diaIogae between .. Brahman oamed Vaaettba &ad Gotama 
on • the character of the Brahmanl, the defect. of the 
Brahm.u, are tbUi pointed out. 

Gotama ~b V uetth. :-
.. NoW' what think lOu, Valiettbllo, are the Brahman .. 

venJed ill the Vtdas in the po!lllt511ioD of wiveI.ud wfII,lth: 
or are they not f" 

Vaeetitha. replied :-
.. They M'tl, Holama." 
II Have they anger in their hearttl. or hn they not ?" 
H They bave, Gotama." 
.~ -Do they bear malice, or do they not ?" 
"-i 'JIbey do, Gotama." 

~:A.re they pure in h.rl .• or al'e they 1101, !" 
H . T!lBy are not, GotalJlli." 
.i Have they lOtllf-wMhlry, 01' blllve they 1I0t ?" 
.. Tbey have Dot, Got-milo ... 
., Very good Vuetth.. 'ril .. t the:se K",hmAAs ,'erwd 

in the Vedas aDd yet boIr.ring !luge\" a.lld Inali~ in their 
hearY, 'sinful, and uuoontrolloo, t>hould after death, ",h('1t 
the bOdy ill dillllOJved, become united to Brah~, who ii 
free froll'l anger ud maliCl', siolei>!l &ud b&li' ~lf.lUa.iter;·. 

--el1ch & condition of things bas no existenoe."14 n ... 
The saered and lIeQular lMorning of the Brahm&1lIi ~utl 

. . 
their I*l*'ity to perform Y&riOU9 lacrifi(!et> to secure goOd, 
or to .. yen bad l'8IIullB either to ~be king or to the people 

&n!I thUtI deooubCed in the Tevigga Sutta (II. :l) :-
41 Or wbereu lOme Samana JJrabluantl, ,.,.ho lin (JU 

tb-= food pre.rd:d by 'the faithful, oontiuue to pin a liven. 
hood b1 wah .low artM and lIucb Iyiug praetiees iI. tbetie, 

, •• ml&mUhyiyuaa. 1 .•. 

1+ 
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that ill to say, by t(lretel1iUg futurll evenbr as these: 
.. There will be a !>Orlie by the king.' '1'bere will Dot 

be .. yortie by the king.' ' The king within the city will 
attack.' , The. king ouhlide the city will retreat.' '1'lIe 
kiog within the city willl.. .... in victory.' "fbe king outyide 
thu city will be defeated! • The king outBide thu city 
will be the oonqu8rer.' Thus proph8llylUg' 1..11 this Que 
victory, to that one ~efeat!' 

fI This is t htl kiud of goodncsil that he hu. ,r 

"Likewise by predicting that there will be abuudant 
r. jarMoII, abuuda.ut ha.rvest, fa.mine, dist'lrbau~es, sickn8llti 

or health; or by drawing deeds, ma.king up accounfAl, giving 

pilll. ma){,lIg verses, or al'guing points of ca.suilitr,v, or 
by giving adviee touching the taking in marriage. or the 
giving i~ marriage, the forming of alliances, or JisBolutiuu 

ofcotlnections i by Wa.ching spellt; to prucurCl prol!perity, 

or to calise adver.;ity to other;; ; ur by worghippi"g the 

flUD, or by worshipping HrH.hma, by 81'ittiug fire ant of 
their mouthll'-thi~. t.OIl, is the kind of goednes t.ha.t he 
hU,"I.f 

While ulldm' thi~ sevel'C criticism tlin.'Ctetl by the 
Jainlloll loud the Buddhi~t..: again~t the soaial, I'8ligiouli aDd 

political vieMi of the Brahm"n oligarchy, the lirm bold 
wbicb it had 00 the peoples' miud Wlol! flUt 10o~eDing, the 

collitructive organisation madc by the separatists to re
fOI'ID the Aryan S~iuty in all its aspects appeared tu 
reoller that. old oligarchy tjuite (.>Uwcr1e5~ ru tlurvivc. 
Though IIotbeistic, it watl a.' hum~oifarlan l'ftligiou hued 
upon julltice, charit,h and brotherhood. As livery mall 
'Inti obliged to tree himlleif at. all COIItti from the sis. ini. 
lIIical p&88ion!il.' desire, anger, greed, delusion, lust and 
jealousy, he ha.d no cause whatever to apprcbeod injustice 

. ,' lbid, 11.6,ti. 
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from his fellow beings. Men and women WE're rt'quired to 
regard each other as brothers and sisters And to be kind 
Dot only to their follow beings, bllt "Iso to hINt.:;:. The 
duty of kioWS and rich hotisehuJdf."rP wall aeflording t(l thf! 
nflw gospel to constrllct .. Ims.housef;, La flrf'Ct hoepitalll 
both lor men anti beast ... , to planf. ,,,,enUt' tl'f'M, I., open 
ro..ds and to di2 wells of water at intcl'\'als here ami the~ 
It WM t.he Ilutyof the Sangha, tlw ftl1(hlhist order of . . 
monk~. to I'reMlh to t.he people at lll.\"~t' and P]'c\'&11 llpon 
them to free t.bemseln$ from lI.H ll&Rflions ~nd to tread 011 

Ule OE'\V pAth of Dharma., jl1!>tice and rital'it.r. dtclarill&: 
AUt/ill or promise of protection frum re:lr to loll. It wall 

II. leagup. of mell with sinC'flrc ami open ht'art. hut. not of 

uations with lip sYllipath,v I\.ud ('nuuin1-\' heart. T' nder 
the protection of thi~ kingdom of virtue or naturallllw 
(Dhammachakka) thel'" wal:! no room foJ' crim,inal", rob

herB, or enemieJl, Kin".,. migM diRhaml their hn~e IInny 

ILnd spend their reVl!Uut' ill relieving the miller), of the 

needy MollJ t.hfl infirm, There cnulJ be 110 talk of war, 
for who would dare toO raist! hill weapons again!'t a It'ague 
of men devoted to thl! service of Natun..!" j1lstice and 

~lhanna. r It may be presumetl without any fear of oon
tradiction that among the N'veral Aryan and non-:Aryan 

kingdoms from tb~ Himalaya" down to the ~ape Comorin, 

there was no kingdom that wall deaf to thE! pn>achiobrfl of 
the Jainas and the Budllhi.~t.a, JaiQa an~l lI11ddhi.t 
monasfieries began to) rist! in nllmbel'B in all the kingdoJD~ 

throughout the Jengtb ahC breadth of India, afl confirmed 

by a number of J .. ina a.nd B.l,ldhist inecril'tionl already 

dL-covered and Mull under dilll,lvery, Bt'Dllre8, North 

WMt Provinces, Rajaputana, Central India, Gujerat, tbe 
P.ndya and Chola kingdom, amI My80re,~l teemed 

"ith Jain. "nd BuddhiRt settlementR and monasterif!fl, 
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To allay .n f""r of e~loft It t'M4I unl to erm8rm. 
the .. enionll [ .ve 'IMliured to make _rt. 'IOUIt: of the 
ediota of Mob, the tlr .... Indian BIIl~rJ 1ft: quoted 
1>010" ,-

II "Here in libe C.pitiJ: no animal may he 11Mtghteftd 
,for aerffioe. DOl' may holiday te..t. \)eo' held, for Hi. 
Majetty 'KioR' Pri,..t.rBiD ..eel manifold evil in holiday 

"'." Edi(!t I. 

II Everywhere in dominion. of His Majetlty King 
l'r.iyadaniD, rond likewise in the neighbouring realml 

AllCb M tbn.e of the Cbola, Pandya, S .. tiyaVUtr& and 
Keupu't.ra., in Ceylon, in the dominions of -the Gretlk 
King Antioo11ul, and in tiOIll! of the oth~r kin", Imoordi
Mte to that Antiocbua-tlv8f,ywhere, on behalf of RiM 

kajest,\' h",v~ t,wo kintk of remedial been diBemiii.ted. 
I"fImedieil tor men and remediM for beam ... .. . on the road" 
t~ have 'been planted Illld well. have heen dug fu!" the 
'IIIif' of man ",nd beat." 

Edict n . 
.. Obedi.DOe to fa.tb", and mother ill good; liberality 

to frie.Dds. aoquaintanGM. relatives, B .... hm.nl, &nd uoetice 
is " good ; .voidance ot extraVB~nee ~pd violence of 
'\r.ngn\~ ill good, The elerg,v will thllA inltruct the 
1i.- in d~tAil." 

Edict Ill. 

_ II Now, by re&8OD of the practice of piety, in.t.e.d of 
tbe tntr-drum. the BOUnd of the dn,up of piety ie heard," 

Edict IV. 
"B .. fer "a pe!'IDIIl to .. ,hom arilh lit.a1ity"iI im,.. 

~w., the yuh_ of ~ 0"" the IIDMI, lM'ri*f" of 
miad, ptitude aod fidelity ue alwaye meritoriou.!' 

Ed~XXI. 



VL] OONDITION OF INDIA 

Of all tbe Edietoll of A"I)b., the mOllt iftlpnrtant • til., 
!trirteeuti. Bdiet entitled the I True ConqQNlit,' It is! Ihf' 
«Iiot in wMob thE' Emperor halt proehimfld to th.. worid 
at luxe hill full belief in the etlleif'rlOY of tnt' Buddbirt all' 
of piety ... real force in JDakiR~ .. tnle ('(tIlqaf'lllt 0(-.:1, 
not by WMpOft8 but by appealing to hill mar.! IIPnlM" and 

t'!On*!ienC'fl and by pointing- ont tbe nlin "hieh he IIlar . . 
bring upon him.elf .nd otheMl by a.!lc1i€!tiolls. to p.'t"ion$.. 
It rUDI _ foUo",," :-

u Ria Majll8ty King Priy&liaMiin in thf> flint,1I rar or Iii .. 
reign COnqllt'red the Kalingu,' ~ ~ One hllndrf'tl utl fitly 
tbOUlllnd pemnl' were thenet· carrifd away t'apth't', 00.1' 

hundred thoulI&lIll weI'(> there RI.in. ami mlln.,-timf'll tt.f 
nl1mber perilhr.d • 

.. Ever ~~ the .nnf'lI'&tiol~1 ~ ~ of Iii", K .. lin~. IliA 
Majesty h.R 7 .. 10111'ly protected tht. Law of Piety, b ..... 
heen devoted to that Jaw, and hu proclaimed ilM Jlreetlpt .. , 

" His Majeaty f('ott" remorse on aOOClllnt of Ule collqu~t 
of the Kalingu, OOeaU8t', (luring the lubjngatilln or a 
previoully nncooqnered conntry, IIIIlallgbtel', death, and 
taki~ away captive, of the people necelMrily O!!CUI; whetf'
at H~ Maj.ty f~t. profound IOI'TOW and rept. . 

II There ii, how~ver, "nother reuon for Hi8 M"je..ty 
'Nlibg IItill more regret, inumllch as in such a (lanbtr.v 
d"ell Brabma1llll and __ tieA, mE'n of diflerent ueh, and 
honMholdeH wbo all practice obedien~ to elder'll, obedienCf' 

t •• The Kalin ... ltalirnFi l' ,be -bJ n.t..cli~ .. ..",. thl OIIIll 

"' ""1 ot a.ptfromwx.b .. adirtnPOil tile amh to Of' .. ,Gad 
t.ha Iridlu riYe!' ".. thl IGDLh; or- DlUed 'Use T"," KaHn ..... 
• hiah _.~ tID be tiN ktnpo.. of Aa.ranU. I. th. edlet 

the __ " ... i. bMh t1Mo llep_ awl , .... phnl. TM Duell "nd 

J.,.-da ~ iMcrip\iGR •• re llioMed III \bll CIOOq1IIII'ed Jll"l""frlc. . 

... OoaqUNd. "'itk; ... "--,,' WheeL ... 
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to rather .nd mother, ohe!.lienee to teachert'. proper treat. 
ment of friend!!, Mqnaintaneell, comr~. ~l.tiv", "faTes 
and MrvantR, with fidelity of dtvotion. ' 5!1 To MQcb people 
d"elling in that country happen violence, "laughter, and 
98p&ration from th08C \vbom tbey Jove. 

"Even those pel'llOng who arcthem.lves protected retain 
Ule .",eeti .... ,," undiminished :-ruin , ... 1111 on their friend •• 
R.Cquaiotances, oom~es, and relat,ivellf, and in thiA way 
\-iolenoo is done to thOlJe who are pel"!onaUy unhurt. I r. J All 
thi. diftnRed roieer,.' II! ill matteraf rf'!gret to His Ma.jeRty. 
}~or there is no country w~ere BIICh communities are not. 
fOllnd including others beRides Brahm"ns And IF.eetics, nor 
if! t.hert! •• y place in any country wher£" tht. people are not 
attached to 80me one sect ' or otber. 1 .~ /I 

,I The ION of even the hundredth or till' t,hol1santi1b part 
of the P,f'I;AONl who were then slain, carried away oapti\"8, 

or done to death in Kalinga would now be R- matier of 

dl'l8pregret, to Hie Ma.j8!lty. 

" Although .. man .. honld do him fLO injury, His Majetltr 
holds that it must he patient,ly borne, 80 far &8 it C!8oh 

po88ibly be borne. 

Il Bven upon the fOl"f!8t tribe!! in his dominionll His 
Majeaty hu compassion, and he seeks ~~eir convel'8ion. 
inasmuch as the mi.ltht even of Hill MajeSty i, hued on 

repentance, They are warned to tbi. effect-I Shun --- - . ~--'-- -----..--- .-- .. -.-
, .. , Thll~ ia to "1, who practi. " tho dharml, or Lml' (II Picl,., 01 

"hioh Il InmmU)' i t Ii ....... 
' " , Th.t i. tel "1, ~h01 are bol1; in t.heir reeliap. 
, • • • DiffulMd mlM",,",' IIClDi .. ~t to Bahler'" ·.U thi. f.ll, . .. _11, 

on mOD.' If. hDart dniel tbe dll trilJnun ..,0", 01 pr.tlbha,ram, lad 

~1'IUI.late. (i. 8(9) • totu" La ~ .u u V-'.,.' 
'." Thia _te_ II tz.D,1Ated froID the fDII .. form in !.he Xaw 

tnt, M ~ by X. IIenart. from t be newl1 dill"OTtlred Rima)" 
~nt, J . B.. 4. S. for 1900, p. 389. 
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IlViJcioiog, t.bat y8 mayeaeapc destructioD '; bt-ca111ie His 
i,iaj_ty deAiree for .. II auim .. te beinb'1l security, control 
over the pusions, pellCe of mind, and jOYOUI:IDesEI,1 3 4 

"And tbis is the chiefest COIIlIU('8t, in Hill M .. jCll't..r·~ 
opinion-tbe conquest of the Law of Pief,y; thitt 1.1110 ill 
that effected by His Majelty both in hi_ OWl! uominionUDt\ 
in all the neigbbouring l'eahus as far &Ii six buDt.lretl 
leagufB 'U even to wheretlle Greek Ki~ named Aotiochud 
tlwells, and ·beyond that AlltiocbUl; to where (]\\'ell th~ four 
Kiuge severally named Ptolemy, Antib'OIlUII, Magua, aTld 
Aleunder;1 30 and in the 80llth, the Kinb" uf the Cbol~. 

and Pand),lIoII. and of Ceyloo, l l ' amI likcwlle Ilere, ill tho 
King'. domiuions, among the Yon., and Kambojll.li, ill 
Nabhaka of the Nllbhitis, among the Bhoju lind Pitioikll>. 
among !.he Andhl'llll .ud Pulindas, 1 ~ '" everywhere mf'1l 

folio,,' the Law of Piety u prodaimcd. by Hiti M!,je.tv , 

, • • " JO)'UUIDOIIa" ..... uiJ .. iy o.: (ShuhlJ ), mll,lha m (Gin,ar ), b'W"U 
(1CW.,i), The t.nullIJ .. ~i .. u of the jj \1j L Hou tORl'U of tlti. puragn.ph il ill 

a<:cordanoo with U , Booart'R OOrrtl<>tiOIl~, 

.. , 'Loit.guo ' ),OjIlUll, Il vlU-yiug 11' ....... uru, e<"nlll""l! t.lhu ,ul IlIIWl.! 

tu l1li'1'811 01' eigbt lIlilllH, 

I • • AlItioehul 'rh_ . ul !!Iyril> l Pt.olemy I'hila tlullllluw, uf E...,vt ; 
AIJt.igoDua OODal.tul, of lI'.o .... <loni .. ; .\IUIUlIlul', of t:l,irur ; WapI' . ... r 

ernn"" 
L" Tbe Obo .... ~lI.pit.a1 wu I>t U ..... i}'ul' """,1' 'l'rl"hillllllPly ; lite l'alldy .. 

<:&pital ". .. Ilt Madura. 1'i.h.1' (1'i,,,,,) w .... th l: WlLtUlIIponr.ry Kibll: of 

C".1lob.. 
.. . l 'bl: YODDII (YII,'an ... ) LUUII~ nn'lIlI ~h~· d.OM uf foruigu nu,..., ( IIO~ 

ueoe~l, Gl'IIOk) Oil tI, e Honll·wutet ll fmnlillZ', iududod in t.be 

!:lDl'iro i tho Xamboju ween, to h""b been al/H I • JWl'lb-_t.1'I1 tri1lo. 

I c:uuDt,offlluu1 U1pIaUII.t.iUII of' S.lri: .... uf tUg !lriauhitib ' (BGlaklr). 

1'ho Audhl'lUI iab!>i""'" tll" WII.II~l'y """" thO Kl'i.rmlO rlVt:'l'. II.t Ihe 

ILIIUth.na ertr.tnit.y 01' tho KaliuS.... S .......... 'tjlu!Dlly, t btly o.tahli,bud • 

~mal kiaFtlm, 'rho I'u,illd .. ""'0"' to iLlaV(! ouCupicd tho oontral 

)IIlI1.I of the PelliDliula. Tbe fitin ilw, lila)' l'll\'e beaD the iahabitaat. 

ol Pam ..... 011 Ua, (;c.odavOIri. (1:1 ... 11. Sellll't iu Iud. Alit" XX, U8, .lId 
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"u By~ ill thole resfou ... lteretbo~~ of HiaV.jeI.t.y 
do nM; penetrate, 1" .Ill., DOW' pnctUe ud :, will oontincJe 
to pnctiao the law 01 PI.ty .. 000 ... thoy ... the p;.w 
~Jam .. tioD of His Majelty i.oed in aoeordanoo with the 
law Of Piety. 

" ADd the OO1lqueat which },U tben!hy been everywhere 
deeted, can .. a &eling of deligbt . 

.. " Delightil found in the eonqu8IIt. made by the_L..,,;I.O

NeverlibelllU, that Oelight is only .. BJIJ.ll matter. Hi. 
M.jetty thinn nothiog of much import.noe 810ft .rta .. t 
ooncerD! tbe next world. 

II And for this parJlC*l baA tbi ... pious edict. beau written, 
to wit; that my ItOOS aDd grandlOhB, &III mallyas ttiey may 
be, may ndt luppose it to be tbei1'6 to effect. .. Dew eouqoeat ; 
.nd that even wheri f:npged in oonqueat by arml they ma.y 

find pleaHure in patienoo and gentleD"", and may regud 
as the only tnt. conquest that wbic}, is etlected througb 
the Uw of Piety. 1 III 1 which .. vaila both for this worId and 
the oat. Let; aU their pI_lure be the pleatlure in t>Xertifltl , 
which .vailll both for this world and the next." 

Thus the ,kingdom of Righteousness wl)icb beg&n wittl 
8uddha with ita eightfold noble (l&th of right viewa, right. 

~DtI. right 1pet.'Ch. right conduct, rigbt livelibood, 
rigbt eftort, right mindfulnf'l8, .nd rightcont8nplation, 
ltIok .. finn lltand in the l&IId during ' tbe righteous 
iDlperi.1 rule 'of Asou, muzzling for yt'ltoN to come the 

J.II..A.B. .for leoo. p. 840), Tho uame. e ..... Clra\Ol! fol'O ~ til bclrchr 
!.rib. 1LUW thQ ",EerIoizI'y of ..\iiQb. 

... , KJ_klrnari_ 1f8.nI dit .. tcbed hi ,lit .. le"",i4 01' b,.,lfUi.,.u ol 
Lbo Nip-

.... BDJahtr'.",wlerilll a.oo.iliuutaU,. tlcaltl tbe W\1I'4II L&dba{bIIod) 
prill d'-- .ljr.YMtri). 

I.' 1 Uahak. I han FIl'D u.", w..,.mg COI'I"eetl,.. Pd m. ".Ot 
wit.b.u..~"o"':IIIb_. ' 
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Bnhmu oligarchy. ita Vedio Gods .nd artimal _ri
&0.. It PI~ be admitted to the el'l!ldit 01 India and her 
law-abiding 100. that thi. Btap'lDdoUl ebange in her eoeial, 
religion., aod political inltitotion. 'liM tIO quietly and 
pt'.,dutly effected 'llritb no trace of bloodlJbed t.hat even 

~ tbe irritated Brahman oliprl!ih)" it appeared .. an 
iUulOry ph~DOm8D& brought .. bont by the magie wand 01 
.. .tUtul wiard. <I This Ion of Sud4bodan .. ," -Y" the 
l\."ipuran .. ' (Chapter 16, !t), tI wall the grer.teat deluder. 
Hif deluded the Daityaa and led them. away from the Vedlo 

Il'h&nnr.." COmt-red with penecutiODS and martyrdomff 

w1Iieh attend~ the lipread of Christianity and it. variOInl . . 
.~ of it. reform and the reign of terror which preeedetl 
and followed political reforma brought .bout I1Ml'lr the 
inllttlDce of Cbriltianity ill Europ!e I" the quiet "nd peaceful 
ri~ aDd fall of l&iniflm IUld Buddhism ill India lM.ll'f'l,v in 

virtne of it. intrinsic vitality and decrepitude .PI*I'I to 
})@ .. romantic tale, the like of \ .. hich the world h .. never 
888n. Whether thi. is due to th~ pecluJillr lOiJ and alimat.e 
of India Dr to the inszplicable temperamellt of her ()eo pie ill' 
• queltioa which history hu yet to .,lve. 11I ~ 

~~---'------~.--
,' •• ~;OI:ruol!Bi*","""J V,BartI. - ' ." . 
'1'''' 1fIie ...... of u. elriDMl Pllp;M, t..- (lb ....... ~. [ ... n. 

11 



LE<JTURE VII. 

TBI EIlPIU-BUILDING POLTeY OP THE POLITI

CIAN! OF THE KAU1'ILY.&. PEaIOD. 

In tbl: kingdom of rigbteoUlIDMII (Dbammachakka) , 
firmly Nt up by the Buddhists in India tbt're ~ no 
di.tinctioD between man and man, king or prif'llt, monk 
or houaeholder, trader or tiller of the soil; all were OD th., 
_me level. In ~ ,mmon with others, each had biB clearly 

defined d ... ty before him, the duty of conqu~nK the .ix 
inimical PUAiOD8 and of preparing himMlf ror hi", final 
Nirvaoa or emanm.-tioll from the bondage of tranlmigra
uon. Ex~pt hie own exertion, be had no need to seek 
other meanil. of which t,bere 'vas n .... ne at ail. He 
needed neither .. god nor a priest to help him in hi. ,.f.tempt 
to relievf! himself. He wu hil own god or Satan ICOOrding 

.. be ..... lked OD the righteous or unrigbteous rath. If be 
were born' .. king, .. n that hI': had to do wile to direct hit! 

officel'l to luperintelld thtl worka of Dhamma and insist 
00 every one', duty of observiog the law of Piety, tolera
tion, and charity. None had need t,O- " perform myatie 
.,ritio. for . eecuring mYltic aims. As all had to tread 
on the IDle path of Dhamma, there oould be no enemiel 
8bd oonl8quently no war, necea.it&ting the employment of 
a buge army. If he wllre a rich tndftr, bo blight continae 
ru. prof_on and aooumuJaUl wealth not for hi, own 
...,Ul.h purpoeell Ion!1. IlltiD'IIl.t(l deatroetion, but for the 
meritorioUi purpoee of charity to the needy. If he were 
a prill8t, he cOuld very "eU u~den1alld his own ·duty to 
bimaM or ~r ,than othen, ina.much &II be bad a cultured 

... '!lind ~ aid him in hi, attempt to reich .~ tiDal pI. 



VII.] KAllTILYA PERIOD 

He bad DO need for any tflxttl or prayer, revealed or 
unreveaJed, either for hit own use or for the dllt' of otheJ'll. 

Tbe only quaJificatioD which man needed wu the know
ledge of oorrect view. correct eondurot, COI'f'8t't; thought, 
correct mode of obtaining a livelihood, comet speech, 
correct meciit.tion , and correct t-,..nquillity. I ~ 4 If I)De aIle

ceeded in attaining that knO'lt'Jedlt". it would be for one'.
own good. Doe had DO need to im~ llpoU otbel'll and • claim privileges tberefol', 

In thill kingdom of Righttou8oe88, there wu: room 

ueither for .. crafty high I)riest nor for an bODell high 
priM, neither for the &&ered Veda.s nor fnr tb, animal 

-.orifices enjoinAd by the VedlUl. 'fhl' Brahman cAipraby 
which had 80 much to flo in the old social, religioUi;, and 
political ordt:r of the Aryans had to come down from itM 
old high pede&tal and I'6liot{uishillg itd claim .. to .exclolivf! 

privilegEllt, merge itself among the people with 00 di.tioo
tion whatever. At the most he could be a monk, if he 
oould bout of a cultured mind . His Vedas loud 8IoCri1iees 
forget he muat. It ill more than probable that owing to 

• 
the conversion to JainiBDl and Buddhism of .. lIumher of 
learned Bn.bmanB that knew the traditional interpretatiOll 
of the Ved .. and of Vedio sacrificea, the l·rue Vedie IMm
iog wu lost .nd that mere Vedio recitatiou remained .. iii! 
the illitexat.e minority or majority that .till ohltin .. ly 
adhered to ita old faith. Perbap" it wu a majority of 
Brahmans that stood aloof looking with mortific.tion at 
the wpodedul 8pread of Jaini.m and BuddhUim at the 
e:apenee of B .... hmini.m in the land, since it i. from tho.e 
irrtMlOOOi.blel that modem B,..hms.u" have Illrung up aDd 
l"8vimi tbeir old Vedic lere. 

I •• BlIcId1U.t Buu..; FOllndatiaa t>l the kiaplll 01 JtiKhMo~ 

w.- ) .... J .. ,. 
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~ ... U-t ,_ "" lIadd1Uo .. ~illll io ~ ... 
I~ li~. wi\4 !ito ,;;tIo . no . .... d . ' .. rid ·fito 
~~nlr d.Qef .~ ","til .JlO ~,~ or iJ)j~ to 
!'fl10.'; .1001 ... Id the IWpJe. lkoh ..... do I 11 .... 
oJf!dfd bizp u beto"" rei; IlPD8 ibjqred him ~y. 
Ih bt4 ~ re.l gri.vance ~ -.ny, but lUI OWQ delliny. 

,Tile ~i.1P ..,d tIo. people wIoo .. be bod .~der hio .1 ..... 
\011 ~.. t. bU deotioy DO". Hopei .. ood cIeopen" .. 
'"" the teak whieS tbe Brahman had to q~b iu order 
top .D hit 100t .uprem&l)1 in the Iaad, b, IflIm. to bve 
IIIlteru.iQed DO doubt. .. to the meeIU w~iab b, bad to 
.ploy to.soooeed in tbis -tt.empt. U1Id8l' limi.lar eircum
.taOCeJ .,the W _tern Brahman or trained politjeiatu woq]d 

bit~ .• nrely appSled to" .. mal, .. he 1U.d men often t!.Q 
ouee doo. in all hie re,,::.lutionary pro.-gu.da, .... hIt_ 
.op;iaJ, reliJiotlt or politieaJ. Time it preai9tlt with the 
W-.m: He 'WOuld not wait &Dd speQd time in tlUPkina 
,Df f,llY IJeaOeful _D. for .UOOIII in bi, attempt. Brute 
fontf ,u. a cb~ for him and he employ. it for good I.lI' 

Md. But the Eut~nn BnblQD diftera from him in thit. 
tJa ia .,1 19r .rml whe~ h. be1ievee that .kill can .crowp 
t,.im wit.b IIUooetI. Tbough the Ea.ttern baa IIhowo bit 
tkwPd det4n:uiDatioD in figbtinl &8 obttinately &II tbe 
W~ in the battbdield, .till it il C81;.iol, .. D1is~e tQ 

IUPJlOIfl that he ptefel'll tbe .word to aU other mMIUI WI 

lQUoh .. tbe W"tem doeI. Even }Jr¢..ur WiJ.oo. tile 
~.tor of the Vithnu PurJlla tnd other SlobIIkrit worb 
"""'d .ot .bob himooIf 011 !>om tIoio c~i. bOo. 
w .otiou. While re .. arking OD aD. aftlbipeDa ~ of 
\bo V;,b_ obo.t tIo ... ofli<:t of the JIoah_, ODd 
the Buddhiot. he _me to IbiU that tIoe 1!1"II_ ~ 
.to arms aDd _ti~ted the Sai .. · ADd the &ddbilt.. 
~ .. ~ trut.h ia that the Bnhmau 0"'" the 
Bodd'bio .. rather by omployi.g """",,"I ............... rd. 


