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FOllEWORD. 

The prnen! volume is a part of 'The P(lsiJiw Btukgro,md oj Hind,,_ 
50(:;0/08'1' which is nleant to be the Introduction to my English translation 
of the Sanskrit work on Sociology entitled Sukrllnili, published as Volume Xill 
of the ' Sacred-Books of the Hindus' Series, "The Positive Background " will 

be divided iOlo two books: (I) NOI\_Political and (2) Political. 

Beside. the six chapters preseuted in tbis voluma, Book I (Non-Political) wi ll 
comprise :-

em-pter VlI.-The Data of ancient Indian Art (Architecture, Sculpture 
and Painting). . 

Chapter VII I.-The Data of ancient Ind ian morals and manners (includ
ing socio_religious rites and inSlitUliona). 

Chapter IX.-The Dala of ancient Indian Pedagogy (including viriyds, 
bIas, and literature). 

Chapler X.-The Data of ancient Indian Economics (including Statistics 
of Prices, Wages, &c.). 

Hook II !Political) will comprise the following:-

Chapter I.-The Data of ancient Indian Polity or Constitution, i,t .. form 
of Government (including the Theory of the R4pJra or 
State). 

Chapter 11,-The Oa~ of ancient Indian Public Finanee. 

Chapter .1I1.-The Data of ancient Indian Jurispr udence. 

Chapter IV.-The D.na of aocient Indian International Law (the DoctrilJe 
of marlt/tJla as illnuencing the conceptions regarding 
• spheres of influence' and 'sphCt"es of interest '), 

The work is bued tD,Iinly on an analytical study of Sukracharyya's code, 
so that the Data of Hindu Sociology COllected here renect strictly those phallCS 
of Indian. naliooal evolution wbich bave influenced the authors of the Sub. 
cycle. "(bM' P05itivc Background,' therefore, i. more or less a $Ia/ittU picture, 
and reprea.ea.ta 0011. auch landmarks in the cultlH"c.hi li tory Q( the HindUi as are 
embodied m thC..,le doeu.'lt SJ4lra,dt,: It m~8t not be. regarded as . t.he 
rault of aD, attempt to d~inhle the Jy'".ffIi&al procesaes of tbe historic grOwl ..... 
of H iudu civil_Ii.on ~ rcpraent the .evera] stages in the making of modern 
ludian life and theughL R~nt W(lrb of Ihis clalS are .Principal Iyen,.r" 
LIJe in A"'.~/l1!rh·. it. llu AgC 0/ J/.lI/,.." and Yr, N&l"Cndran.th La:w.'s 
.SIw4ia iii ~'" Bin" Polily.(base.d em the M"'~ of Kaulilya}: .. 

. ,..~ .. ~ .. ~.everf. a few :~ia~l 8CClr~ ~.Dd . I~~-.ectf~!'"s i.1I :;~ 
. ~~n. B.~" The.e abOOaJd DOt, OQ ,tbe ·~ JW:td. ¥ ~ .upo . ...... 
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recording the cbareete-dalies of the various cultural landmarks of Indian 
hiatory: nor, on the other, be regarded a. wholly auperfluoul .digressions 
tlilealled for in the ItflrodNcJjon 10 S.krc""L,. 

These historical sections hive been necessary for two reasons. In the 
Brat 'Place, the Code of SukrAchAryyals well as the Data of Hindu life portrayed 
in' it could not be presented in their proper perspective and their date as well 
as "lotale could not be ascertained unless Indian literature- were studied 
chronologically as wen as comparatively. In this respect the author feel s that 
he bas not been able to rise to the height of the occasion; for, as bas been often 
atated with regret in the body of the 'book" he bas had to ignore not only the 
Tamil, Prlkrir, and vernacular evidencel!, bUI he hunot eveD been able to utilise 
the more important document. of Sanskrit literature, not to speak of the un
publiahed maollacriptA, telegraphic dcscriptiona o( which are to be found in Prof. 
Aurreeht'fI CIlla/ops Catalogorwm. 

In the second place, (or 1\ proper appreciation of the Hindu achievements in 
science, abstract or applied, it is indispenaable to have alway .. berore one's mind's 
eye the landmarks in the history of western science. Much of the prevalent 
notions regarding the alleged inferiority of the Hindu genius in grappling witli 
the problerus or this mundane sphere and the extra-proneness of the Indian mind 
to metaphysical and unpractical speculations call vanish aod be proved to be the 
resuhsof mal-observatiou and non·observatioll leading "to half-truths which are 
really whole errors,"-only if we apply the Historico-Compuative method in 
atudying Indian factA and phenomena. For all lndologists should remember that 
the wonderful achievements 0( the westero nationa are s trictly apeakine only a 
.century old. So tbat if, while instituting a comparison between Hindu and Occid~ 
ental culture. on the score of physical' sciences' properly so-called and applied 
arts and indultries, care wtte taken to eliminate from one's consideration the 
triumph!! and discoveries of the laliit raw Reneratioos, the Hindo scientific 

. iatellect would be found to have been in no .ay Ingging behind. The 
·lQtc corrective of (alse notions about Hindu civilisation is this "seuse' 
of bistoric perspective," which for the present generation of Indian scholars 
.hould be tlntamount to a thorough familiarity with. the bislory o( European 
~hL ' 

---tbis brings me to an explanation of the title of the work. The bct,ruhc-
tWit 10 S"k".,.Uj has been called' The Poaitive Background o( Hindu Socio
logy,' becauseSukranlti asa NUis~t,.., Arllffls4slf'O,Dltll"".b/,., Or Dia'Wf(J
tWIN deals mainly with the topics implied by loch tliodu categories u 
Vltuttta (morals), A,.,1t. (inleresta;) and KI .. (desires and passiona) al oppoicd 
10 Mokfa or Salvation; and bence a study in Sukraald ahouleJ .properly be .a 
.t~dy ill the llon~Mak .. or Dnu~transceDdental.nd non...piritua~ iI., the .~ular. 
worldly and " po&itive' clements of Hindu soeiaJ eccilJomy. . 

, . ri.~ Jraa.$C~odeotal .rid otber_wor~ly aspects Or 'HiD~U life.rid ibotlfflu 
~ bftll ",aetC toc:i much of. lth ... ·beeD supPpsOd. .Proved· and bdic\lllll3 

.~.~ 'lut ~r.Y diu Hind~cJv.m.r"~ N CdeQ~wiy Q~dustrUl.' lad 
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non-politiea.l. if not pre-induatriai and pre-political, and that ita sole future is 
uhra-ascedeism and over.reliposity which delight ill condemlling the' World, 
the Flesh and the Devil ' I 

Nothing can be farther (rom the truth. The Hindu has no doubt alway. 
placed the transcendental in the foreground of his life's scheme, but the 
Positive Background he lin never forgonen or ignored. Rather it is in and 
through the poajtivc, the secular, lind the material that the transcendental, Ihe 
spiritual and the metaphy.ical have been allowed to display themselves ill Indian 
culture~hi&tory. The Upa"i.-ds, the V,d'nllJ, and the Gil' were lIot the works 
of imbeciles and weakliugs brought up in an asylum of incapalJles and a hospital 
of incurable... 

The Hindu has never been a • scorner of the ground' but always 
'true (0 the kindred points of heaven and home,' has been solicitous to 
enjoy the good things of this earthly earth and bea..:tify thilS 'orb of green.' 
The literature, fine arts, religious consciousness, industrial life, political orgalll
sation, educational system, social economy, etc., of the Hindus-all have sought 
to real is,", this sYlllhesis and harmony between the e terllal alltitheses anli 
polarities 01 tl\c. universe! the world ly and other-worldly, the positive and 
transcendental, the many and the o tle, the Form and Spirit, Culture and Faith, 
Science and Religion, Caste disunions and Vedantic Onenes~ , Image-worship 
and the realisation of the Infinite (Bnl/.""t). 

In the newly-published 54dhan/j' of Rabi ndranath Tagore we bave Ii 

collection of prose-lyrics, half-poetic and half-philosophic, dealing with thilS 
synthesis of world's eternal opposites l.r dualities. The papers on the 
Problem of-Euil, Realisation in Low, Reali5rtUo" irs Aclio», Ri4liJetjon 0/ 
Beau/y, ill this volume of metaphysical essay. in 'poet'li prose' bring I')ut the 
Hindu ideal of harmony between the Finite and the Infiuitc, Bondage and 
Freedom, Necessity or Law and J oy. "The Immortal being manifestli himself 
in joy-form" ( ..... '"""" ~). " The joy which is ""ithout form, mUllt create, 
must translate itseU into forma." (P.I04.) It il; this ideal, again. that is at 
unce the inspiration and me'Sllgc of most of Tlgore'a Poelry, ""hich thus carTit!l 
forward lhe trillsce:ndentali:;ed pos itivilm of the m"akCi's of Hiudu eivHWUop 
Ihrough the ages" along fresh fielda and past"res DeW" cr woder", H«IPlli 
thought. The philosophy of reconciliatwn between tbe so-called Evil aa4 
Good, the Form aad Spirit, Caste and Vcduta. Image aDd tbe InliDitc .hu 
thus uttered itMif ill mystical Bengali verse : 

........ oR......R .... , 
..... _ ... .....R ..... ' -... -~ .. . 
-~ ........... CItI.t' 

1'11U idul of ruJisiDi tbe (IlDuile ill ,lit: ~inite, .(lic traQlOCWdC!:\tal j il' 

the positive, manifatod itself .110 in the eduC&l.ioQa:,1 :~y~~ ~ ~.i~~ · l~,<.I. Si: ... 
ii,. '. ~""<'Qo, 
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"Fhe foUowioK is reproduoed Voat 111)' Senpli ... y read at a Benp LiteQfY 
~ence about two yeare and a balf ap lraMlatcd lubaequentll for the' Col
legian' as Ptd4lgot'j o/Ilu Hi1Ul"s : 

"w .. that sJlflem essetltially monastic and ascetie, and did it kill all 
seCular aDd Social instincts of tbe learners? Did the B;;'/nmKlftlris come out 
from ·the preceptors' homn merely al monks, mlslionariea and s4l"psi.? 
Coukl they flat .. tlsfy the diverlie material wanta nf maD? Did tbey not know 
how to provi~ for the necessaries, comforts and decencies of I;fe? Was the 
education ab!!ohuely non-political? Did not the students learn bow to help in 
the adminiatration oC the state? Were not social and political sdences, plant
life and dissection of animals, physical phenomena and chemical manipulatioM 
among the course .. of instruction? " " * 

.. How el~ can we account for the remarkable progress of the nation ill 
architecture, sculpture, medicine, dyeing, weaving, shipping, navigation, military 
lactiC6 and implements and all such aspects of socio-eoonomic and economico
politic.llift: al hllve to depend on tin: help of physical aud natural $ctences? 
• . • " Thf' graduates trained up under the "Domestic System " were com
petent enough to found and.adnlinister states, undertake induitrial and commer_ 
cial enterprises; they were buildef$ of empires and organi8ers of business 
concern!!. It was because of this all-round and manly culture that the people 
of India could organise vast schemes of colonisation and conqueat, and not 
conlent with being simply confined within the limits of mother Jndia, could 
build up a Greater Jndia beyond the seas, and spread culture, religion and 
humaoity among the subject racc's. ., * * 

.. It was under the influence of thia system or education, again, that the 
ideal Hindu king .. protected himself, but not through fur i foJlowed the: 
dictatea of religion, 'but not through remorse; realised revenues, bul not 
through 8reed, and enjoyed happiness, but not thlough attachment * • . • 
That system certainly cannot be dismissed as me_paosivc. iflert and unfit 
to survive that could produce Ri~is from Vasiflha and ViJw&mltra to Ram 
Praslda and Rlmir.ril;"a Parambamsa, echolarl frolt} Charaits, P&.I;l.illi and 
Chll)lkya 10 Chandra Kanta TartAlankara-a race of eminent women from 
Maitreyi to Ahalya Bat and' RiO; Sbavaoi, mooarcM from CbandraS:U9ta 
Maurya to Siva ii, arK! hu eootinuously kept up the genial atream of national 
culture and dl'i)isatJoD tbrouKh diverae (wms and apDeies by giving rise to 
hosts of thinkers and aClorscapable or $Olviog dillcrcot problems in diffucut 
ages." 

It is because the secular -=bic¥tmentf of Hindu civilisation have not 
been accorded by scholara tbe aU.entioe liJe)' d~ ... e. aDd a proper estimate of 
tbe Positive Background of Hindu soc~economic and aocio-politicallife has not 
been ,ftamed, that the distorted picture of a r~eormetaphysiciaos, airl pbiloso
:phe", aDd trtlOsceDdentalspec::ulators ha" been draw. regarding IDdian people 
'to excite the pity of the go-ahead pushill8 occident .ad palMier to tile fooJRb, 
Qllthlnkiog vaulty of tbe prescnt day rallen orient., The: U~.f.a, the Vttl ... 
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thc ,~' S4Mr~ u.e.U.n4us, tile GlM, and the whole body or Hindu tru .... 
ceodentallitcrature in which people may lind tbe 'solace of their life! aa well •• 
the 'solace of tllcir death,' cannot, bowever, be fully appreciated and interpreted 
in tb.e true ligbt until and unless we bring to bear upon them the results of 
investigatiOllS regarding the ;joel.', economic, political, intcroO\tional and other 
human iosti tutious and ideals, ill tlie midst of whicb this literature has flourished 
aud that have actually ioYcrned t1u: lire and act ivity of the Hindus. This ruus 
of mctapil,Ytlical Ion: requires, in fact. to be regarded as the" criticism," as 
Mattbcw Arnold would say, of lodiall " life " and its problems and achievements. 
The traoscendcntal speculatioll has. to be understood and explained with refer
ence to tbe mil,iu and cnvironmell! according to the pbilosopbico-cornparative 
methods followed ill. the Schools of Literary ~tudies founded by such critics as 
Taine, [dmood Scherer, Saiote aeuv~ .aud Dowden. This shoultl really 
be looked upon nol as the sole but on1y as one of the various features in tbe 
organic growth aud historic evolution of.ludiau literature, institutions, civics, 
arls and industries. 

The prine;ipal correctives of the one-sided, partial and erroneous view 
about H indu life aud ideals, in addition to what we bave already stated, are 
thus two :-(1) a more searching aud de!ailed inquiry into the economie;, political 
and art history of India, and (a) a study, according to the canons of Kienlific 
literary criticism., of the whole literature of H illdusthan, 5anskritic, and Dravi
dian, Prakrit and vernacular, in both its metaphysical AIId secular branches. 

50 far a5 the secular branches of 5a(1.5knt literature are concerned, it 
would not be too mucb 10 remark that the adequate paraUal[ fOl' modifyiag 
and correding Ihe fal se notions about Hindu genius can be supplied if the 
K4fJ.1'4S, NfllYIIS, Kal1l4s, P",4,}tI.S, Tanlr.s, lliMsas, V4J/utJidy4s, Si1las4slrlls, 
Arlhas4slr<ls, Nilis4sIrQs, Dharma-sulf'/ls and Smrilis were critically ioveati_ 
gated as documents of lod~ao hiltorica-sociological developme,ut. Tbelle alooe 
cannot lail to impres5 upon the inquirer to what great extCAt the eternal verities 
0[ Uw: universe and the highest problems of life enunciated and discussed ill the 
DlJI'satJas, U,Q(lI,adS, GlJtJ, &c. have innuenced and governed Ihe ~,. 
IlUrsuits of buman life in India. and embodied in its thousand aod ,one rilel., 
usag1:s, institutions and festivals; to what e.u,Ql'mou. propOfti~ 1b.c: traQlC&D~M 
ental culture-lore of the Hindus bas been humanised, secularised, aod 
popularised by being translated and adapted into tbe common-place follt-Iore_ 
to what depth the Hi .. du ideal of realising the one in the many, the Infinite 
in the Finite, the Ideal to the Real, the Traftetendental in the Positive, haa 
been done into the actual life: .. ad work of tbe people. I t will be evident to 
CY'Cry close student of this literature tha' the sYDtI .. i. of world's permanent 
poiaritiea has been concretely d4~trated a,od ID&lIifuu:d in the ever-DtOvinC , 
grad.tiDos of the social polity known ~ V""f4srama, the HymCDea' rite. 
and rurriage rulu, the Joint Family, tho COil4lt 'Jo4I1:!1try, tbe autonomoUs 
sYltem ofeo~perative village cIMunOn"eallbS, iJle' -1cttl~J~/as! the P.~'" 
tbe c':ulK: tlteological apparatll9 and religious' pa,.,...Mlia, the institution of , 
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·kinpllip, · .. d tbe doetrioe of ._,.111. (N" apbere of ilUerDational actirity thai 

t:onRihltc tbe COAIpkI: web of lodian life. 

T", take 0011 onc inlHZlnce-t1lc RagIIlI1Hlf1'S"" of KtlidAaa, the immortal 
epic of Hindu India. It i5 impouiblc 10 study it (rom cover 10 cover without 
notido&, bo", powerfully ltie greatest poet of HindUSlhall has sought [0 depict 
tbis Hinde ideal 0( synthesis and harmOflY between the positive and the 
traoKcndcnlal, :he *'" (Enjoyment) and the .... (Rcliunciation). Ragltuvarrrsom 
is the embodiment of Hindu IndIa in the "-me sen!c tha t Paradist Losl is Ibe 
embodiment of Puritall England The grand ambitions of the Vikramadityan 
era, its colossal enCTgics, ils thorough mastery over the things...r this world, its 
.11~round ecooomic prosperity and brilliant political position, its Alexandrian 
sweep. its proud and stalcly obc.1OOk, its vigorous and robust taste arc 
an graphically painted (n tb.s nad~ic, together with the" devotion to 
something afar from the spbere of our sorrow," 'the light' that never was 
on sea or land.' the sanycfsa, ttairdgya, dltitns4, yoga, preparation for the other 
world, the irlea ·of nothingness of this world and the desire for mrd:t; or 
perpetual fr«dam from bondage. 

This antithesis, polarity or duality has not, however, been revealed to 
us as a hotchpotch of hurly-burly and pel1-men conflitts and struggles, hut 
presented in a serene, I;obcr and well-adjusted system of harmony and 
syom.sis which gives the " World, the Flesh and the Devil" their due, which 
recognises the importance and dignity of the secular, the worldly and the 
poai.tive, and which establishes the transcendental, 1101 to the czeluswm oj, 
bat only aoove as well as in and tlirough the civic, social, and economi.· 
achievements. 

The greatest example of the Hindu ideal of synthesis, and hence ("1.( 

world's highest ideal, is to be found ill the picture where KAlIdAsa beggars 
hia hero, the Indian Na poleon, the conqueror of the four quarters, at the end of 
hi. pro,ud ligtJij.ytl and' triumph' by making him perforlll the "Ili~U1ajil saCl ifice, 
..,.hich oeeeaaitates the giving away of the whole of his earthly ~Iongings (~ . 
.. __ fiIo:,fiI') Truly, the gr~atest artist of Hindusthan has sung of the SYllthetie 
Ideal of the One in the Many, the Infinite in the Finite, the Transcendenlal in 
the Positive (.rt "" ....... ~ ~,,:) as the sale moltn ('{ the Hou~c or Ra!:11U 

'·mS(qT3l"'fU"'i"iAlm~.aA"I'l t 

trm'p"hi"'t"'ill+cwA<itil{ r 
"1~'1tiiAMI W,,,,"filidll"it~~ I 
... "'''4\' .... 1 ..... rirPi ..... /I 

~ PVI"""'I .,.. BM .. 1A4iil i 
" ~fiI .. fti(41 .. 'l\llAMil( • 
~;SUI .. ".i~1 ~ "' . ....,.., .. I ..... ","",,'" ........... 
.,. • --!it ., 

...... 44 "'" •• , 
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Tbe .... Vikramtditytn grasp oi this lD\Iudane sphere., the same vigour 
in attacking the p.robJems of secular life, Ihe same hUOlan"practical aDd positive 
O\ItI~. the .. me iolicilUde for tbe discharge of the'iowlielt duties' that 
characterise tbe heroes of Kalid.tsa whole natural ambition Will no meaner :hlo 
thal of swaying not only the lithosphere from SCI to sea, but alao the atmosphere 
and the uies ( .M!iiAM'toe ... ", .. ,. ~ I, confront us at every stcp throughout 

the Smrlti, Nlti, Artha, S.lpa and Vasty Literature. The l...e<:lures of Profesor 
Sukra, lhe Doctor 01 Social Philosophy and Iloegi;;lation, to his disciples, the 
Asur., and DaitYIs, constitute one of the most important documents of this 
literature; and, a!i such, socio-cconomic.a.lIy and cconomico-politically Illustrate 
thc K~Jidasic ideal of harmony between the positive and the transcende11lal or 
realisation of the transcendental in and through the positive, 

Strictly spealdng, the positioo of SlIm"ifi in this literature is unique and 
unparalleled. it is, in the first place, a manual of guidance to kings and atates. 
men, as well aa tbe Bible of the demos,at once the work. of a MachiaY~l1i and a 
Rousseau, In the second place, it is a handbook of economics, politics, ethics, 
and what not. 

Y4jnat1tllltya Smrili will ever command j'everenee as a tut-book of 
Juri&pruclence, MarUI Sarphit4, because of the sanctity and age associated 
with the name of Manu, the fi rst law-giver, So also the Arl/tas4slrtf of Kau~jJy., 
the Finance Minister 01 Chaudragupta Maurya, the first Empire-builder in Hin~ 

dusthan, must ever be looked up 10 by the historian as a contemporary Statute-
Book or Imperial Gazetteer of India in one, of the first epochs of her politkal 
consciousness, and as the handiwork of one of the world's most powerful 
statesmen of historic authenticity. But all these venerable documents of Hindu 
Positive literature cannot compare in comprehensiv~e~s and encyclopaedic 
character with the Nilii'sJra of the Professors of the Bukra cycle in the form in 
which we have it to-day. And comparatively modern though 8-h>aniti ill, it is 
inevitable that K&",a_akl Nlli, thc abridgment of Kaufilya's masterpiece, should 
pale into insignificance before il. For the wholc culture of Hindu India, its 
methodology and its achievemcnts have been really compreSllied into 8M4".,,/li 
and havcj:ontributed to its makiug, For Ihe moderners il is of iOC!Jlimable 
value as" lifting the braiu-cap" of mediRval lodia and !cHilli them" xc the 
thoughts" that were m~ving in lIer educated mind. As a text-book of Sociology, 
the Niti§lIsIra.of Sukracharyya is thus Ihe Spencerian" Synthetic philosopby" 
of Sanskrit literature. 

'The study of SukranUi is for all these reasons really a IItudy of Hindu 
Poaitiviam, tbe human, secular and worldly clemenlS ill Hindu national life aed 
cuhure, the place of earthly thiullI, S_-.s4ra, VdSf"", BIw6fl, deaires, pa~8ion. 
and auachmCQ,a io tbe Hindu scbeme olhuruan cllistence-in sbort, • stUdy of 
tbe positive. backcrouod and fouodations of Hindu Sociolog1, as opposed t1> i18 
trusceadent&l foreground and superstructure, 

This work is humbly dedicated to three rr_t maaters of modern Indi. wbQ' 
may be ~ked upon u pioaotrs in the study of the aeeQIar .ebieve1DetM. 101" ' 
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Hindu c"narc. The ceidH"ated archeoiOfiat aftd biatorian, 1k. RtjeDdralll Mitra, 
if! undoubtedly tM first Indian' scholar: ADd yet tbe comprebeaaiw: grt.sp, 
~ition and itldustry which mark the rt!leafCMs embodied in bia/rlll4-Ar)'QS, 
Iftfl;pltia DJOri .. a and other writings in journals. remain prot-biT unallt· 
pused ewn now, It il to Dr. Mitra, the rather of the Nattooal & .0001 of 
InOOlogy and Indian biltorical sdlolarabip, Ib1t 'nfty .cudealt-of Ihe positive 
bNtiches of Hindu civilisation must begin by paying homage. 

The scholar who, likew!'!e, firs t brought to light the contributions of the 
Hindus in physical science is Dr. Udaychlnd DUll. It is his ~!learchn in Hindu 
medicine, chemistry, and botany, thai have paved the way (or subsequent 
workers in the same field. And Ihe monographs of Dr. BrajcndranAth Seal 

. (by securing whose servicn as King George V. ProfcMOr of Philosophy the 
Calcutta University bas only honoured itscU) on the Physical, CMINie"I, and 
Met/,_.ol Thtttrits o/iln Hitfd"s as well as their "Scientific Mdlux/6iogy" 
(publis¥d along with Dr. Roy's Hislor'Y of Hi."du ChtINWry), have done 
more than any otber work to establish phiioSCIpbically the claims of Hindus 
as having contributed to world's scientific concepts, categories, and discoveries. 
Jt bas beeD the special mission of Dr. Seal to demonstrate by the historica-
comparative method that the Hindu e:rplorers of the physical unil.'1!rse were 
not mere empirics who, by stretches of brilliant imaginatioo or sage-like 
intuition, unconsciously hit upon some of the mysteries of Nature. Nor were 
they merely cr.rtsmell, alchemists. industrialists, &c., engaged in practical 
agriculture and manufacture' with.oul any knowledge of the general prin
ciples Ilnd theories, but real scientists, researchers and investiptors, .... ho 
knew how to manipUlate lhe machinery and logic of • exact' science and 
patiently awaited the results of theiT observation and e:rperimenl. 

Thus, 8a Dr. Seal remarlt!! :-" Let us not superciliously diamillS these 
51udies III 'learned lumber.' The astronomy and mathematics were not less 
advaol:ed than those of Tycho Drahe, Cardan, and Fermat, the anatomy wu 
equal to that of Vesalius, the Hilldu logic and mcthodology were more advanced 
than that of Ramus and equal on the whole to Bacon's; the physico-l:hemkal 
theories as 10 l:ombu5tion, heat, cbemil:al affinity, c1carer, more ralional and 
more originalillan those of Van Helmont or Stab~ and the Grammar, whether of 
Sanskrit or Prakrit, the most scientific ind compr-ehensi.ve in the world before 
Bopp, Risk and Grimm." (Quoted by Dr. P. C. Roy in the Preface tathe Second 
Edition of Hindu ClKmulr'Y. Vol. I). 

There are many sc:bola" from whose writings or discussiona with whom 
i Ilave derived direct or indirect help and suggestions. I should specially men
tion Mr. Haridlsa Pllit, Research Scholar, Di5trict Council of NatioDal EdGica~ 
lion, Maida, Prof. Rldhlkamat Mookerji, M. A., Krisbnath Colqe, Berbampot'c 
(Beugal), Kumar Narendra Nath Law, M.A., OJ .... ReKllrch Sc:botar aoa aatbor, 
Calc"tta, Rai Bahadur Sarat Chandra Ou, C.U:., Tibetan lravellcr and Cbinese 
ac;bolir (OarpliDg), Major ~ D. BoliO, I.U.S. (Retired). versatile scllalar and 

.. ~ aD4 k.¥DCd editor of the • Sacred 800b or tbe HiHIlI Serte6t' Mi". 
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Nanda Lal Sinha, M.A.H.L. of the Provincial Civil Service (Hehar), Pandits 
Yogendra Nith Ttlt'k.slfftllcltyo.V,d6'''dlirtlta and Vidhu Sekbara SAstri, the 
well~known Pali Scholar, Mr. Ak,.ya Kumar Maitr., B.L., Director, Varendra 
Research Society, Rajshahi, Rai Bahadur Sris Chandra Vasu, the indcratigaLle 
Sanskrit, Arabic and Persian Scholar, and my friend and colleague at the Bengal 
National College, Calcutta, Prof. Radhikumud Mookerji, M.A.. Premchand 
Roychand Scholar, 

I have to acknowledge al50 my deep' debt of gratitude to Dr. Seal for bis 
kindly allowing me to incorporate with this work a few chapter. of bi. 
learned monographs on the physical sciences and scientific notions of the 
Hindus. It is superfluous to add that his papers on Hindu ideas about planta 
and plant-lire, Hindu classification of animals, Hindu ideas about Nervoua 
System, Heredity. Vital Force. &c .. Hindu Mechanics and Hindu Acoustitl, 
which arc being first published throus.h the medium of this work, have consider· 
ably added to its value and importance. The humble author begll to add that this 
has been the only means of rescuing precious treasures from the ravage::. of 
time and moths, Whico, thank» to the habits of the learned Doctor, have been 
often allowed to work havoc upon what would have been epoch.making studies 
in ancient Hindu culture that have thus been lost to the world for good. 

Books quoted Crom or summarised for this work have been mentioned in 
the footnotes, as well as tabulated in the Bibliography. It may not, however, be 
out of place to state that several vernacular works and periodicals have been 
largely drawn Upon, and that tbe following works have been of constant service: 
Prof. Aufrechl's CtII,,/oguJ Calalogorum, Dr. Mitra's /1IdlrArya1l$, Dr. Ray'a 
Hindu CIuttI;sJry, Ram Raz's Essay on lilt Ar,lril,cture 0/ 11r, Hindus, Vincent 
Smith's Firu Art in JndiIJ and C'yJon, Sir Bhandarkar'l PIIP in/a 11r, E"rty 
Hislory oj India, the Sanskrit Ms. Y"kllkaJpdta,,,, Jyer's En),rI! Safpllilrl, 
Mookerji's Int!ian ShippinK and Krishnaswamy Aiyangar's Ancien! Jttdia, or 
which the chapter devoted 10 Chola history and admillistration mUll be of 
more than ordinary interest to students or early medi~vallndian life. 

Tile libraries to which I am indebted are the National Council of Education 
Library at Calcutta, the Public Library at Allahabad and the Library of the 
Pl.t;aini Office which is specially rich in works on Indian antiquities, Sanlbit 
literature and modern science. 

Finally, it remaina to add that portions or thi. work were publilhed III 
Magaxioc articles in the MOik",. Ref/j,w (Calcutta), 1ndian Rev". (Madras), 
Co/ilpR (Calcutta), Hint/MsJlts" RnJi,w (Allahabad), DQC&s R,w. (Dacca,. 
A.Mtii. Bb4r.Palri1t:4 (Calcutta) and Ltade, (Allahabad). 
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THE POSITIVE BACK.GROUND OF 

HINDU SOCIOLOGY. 

BOOK I.~NON.POLITICAL. 

CHAPTER l. 

RELATIVITY OF TaE NiTII:IAsTRAS. 

Hinclu Cullurt and Sociology in SNkranili. 

The Greek philosopher Plato was for some lime tutor to a king of SyraculJe 
in Sicily. Machiavelli, the Florentine: diplomat, who haa bequeathed his name 
to a school of politicians, was the author of a work that proved 10 be th~ 
Bible of kings and princes in medi!eval Italy and Europe. The 'School-mast,,.' 
of Roger Ascham was written for the princesses of an English royal fa~i1y, 
The SlIge SukrAch.1ryya, or at any rate, his 110m de plume, belongs to the s"me 
gallery of world's R4jprus or royal tutors. And his Nilist!slrQ or • Treatise 
on Morals' is dogmatically aSflcned to be the sole authoritative I text-book 
all Political Science that should be used by Hindu kings and statesmen. 
This opinion of SukrachAryya about the positioll of Ni1is4sl,.Q has been 
referred to by Kamandaka also (11.51: "According to the bchool of U,Anaa 
(SukTa) there , ia. ooly one division of leamiog, namely Damjall"'; and tbe 
origin' of all kinds of learning lies in this one." It would, therefore, 
be interesung to lind out for which Hindu Court or Courts this manuai 
wa/S ' iDtendcd, ·or which lupplied data, for the rules -and ,eneraliaationa 
embodied in it. 

The , lcope or a Nltislslra is more or ICfia like that ofa DbarmA4u.tTa or 
Oharma~"'.tra, one or the three divi3ionl of Kalpa_sutra, wbich is one of the 
S;J: VedAng.1 Or auxfliariea to Veda.. The province and relative poaitiOQ 

~r .~ut~~ in Sanllr.rit Ii.terature arc thus .described .. by Oklenberc:'. 

, ~ :~torjV, ,~t.b>""81'U. _ . . -------'-' 

• ~OA to the OrlJt.vaIMlral at G\lbbl .... ·Hir.n1.1I.,. eto, III ~ IGeNd lIot:r1rt 
.~JIte .Jtm i~ J:D.lii-h', . 
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"The frame within whicb the e~po.ition of the Dharma-.utra_ i. enelased ia 
. an ClscntiaUy broader one thin in the clle or the Grihya SUlras,-. I The same 
phenomenon may .'10 be observed in Buddhi5t ;Vinay. literature, where the 
ezposition of the life of the community WI' at firat given only in conn«tion 
.ith' ,be expllnation of the list of ains (Ptl.timoltkha) .• '" It was not till liter 
lba~ '. rnore comprehemiillc uposition. touching all the &ides of the life o~the 
eommunity was attempted."''' The Grihyasulras begin to treat tr the events of 
'the daily lire -of the household,"''' coniine themselves principally to the ritual or 
.. erifiei.! side of household life, as is natural owing to their connexion with 
tbc older ritualistic literature (Srauta SutTa). Then the Dharma-sutras take 
an- important step further; their purpose is to describe the wbole of the rites 
and customs which prevail in private, civil and public life. They naturally 
among other thing5 touch upon the ceremonies treated in the Grihyasutras, 
but they generally merely mention them and discuss the quell ion of law and 
cus tom which are connected with them, without undertaking to go into the 
technltal tordinances as to ti,e w"y in which these ceremonies arc to be per
formed." 

It may be doubted at thc outset if the class of writings called Dharma
Iistras. Arthasastras, and Nltisastras to which Sukya"uj belongs were (I) the 
work of a single individual or school, and (~) were ever the Gazetteers designed 
to embody the actual state of things, or Statute-Books meant for the guidance 
of the people alld rulers of any particular epoch or region. It may be presumed 
that like Plato's Republic and Laws, Moore's Utopia, and Harrington's 0"11"11, 
SukYllnfh" is the product of the same inspiration that has lain at the bottom of 
all efforts to portray the ideal constitution of 'nowhere', describing tbing .. 
'that never were on sea or land' in the history of world 's speculative litera
ture:. Thul about MIlIIU SlIm/u''', Elphiostooe remarks: "We must remember 
that a code is never the work of a single age, some of the earliest and rudest 
laws being preserved and incorporated with the improvements of the most 
enlightened time!:.- Even if tht: whole code referred to one period it would 
not show the rell stale of manners. Its injunctions are drawn from the model 
to which it is wished to raise the community, and its prohibitions from the 
.orat atate of crime which it was possible to apprehend .• " >t Though early 
adopted as an unquestionable authority for the law, I ~hould scarcely venture 
to regard. it as a code drawn up for the regulation of a particu.lar state u.nder 
tbe $ADction of a gov~rnmenl It seems rather to be the work of a learDed 
man, designed to SCt forth his idea of a perfect commonwealth under Hindu 
institutions." • 

Aecording to this view it may be inappropriate to trace the production 
of Sai"".Ui to the patronage or innuence of any of the numerQIH polit .. 
and royal courts in Hindu IndiL But even the most idealistic literature: i. 
Dot .abtolute1y independent or age and clime. The. Time-Spirit and PIOSpifit 

. are tOo powf:fful to be lotall), 19oored by- human se_ Hen if it COGlCiolllll.l 
" .. .,.. , 

1 Bpeor, of I~p.lJ (1S88). 
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attempt -it. The soc:ial environment and physical surroundings_both the 
aspects of the grut envelope of man-cannot but leave their marks upon 
his intellectual consciousness and literary activities of any considerable magrii~ 
tude. Leaving aside for the prescnt, therefore, the mO&t vexed of all question. 
in lodiao history. the determination of the person.li,ly, identity and individuality 
of our author, we propose to investigate all the social an.d physical influences. 
Ihal arc likely 10 have contributed to the making of Sultfa"iti, as available from 
a study of tbe dala furni shed by it. This investigation is really a study of 
the education received by our alSlhor himleU, and of tbe Iller.ture drawn upon 
by him in the preparation of his work, in one word, 8 presciltation of the whole 
culture embodled ill, and pre-supposed by, Suk,oniJ;. A sludy of Ihis cullure, 
and the" relativity" of Sukrimiti 10 this envelope of physical and liocial 
forces and inDuenees, would, howeve,., jocidentally furnj~h som'e of the uidenc· 
es pointing to the age and locale of the work. 

The relativity of SllkroHili to the! social influences may be easily presumed 
like that of Monu Somhitd, as has been done by Elphinstone: .. It i ~ evident 
that it incorporates the e:zisting laws, alld any alterations it may have intr&
duced with a view to bring them up to its pre-conceived standard of perfection, 
must still have been drawn from the opinions which prevailed when it wa~ 
written." So alao the influence of physical and geographical factors on the 
work, and consequently its" relativity" to a particular region of Ihe eanh's 

surface cannot be missed. 

SECTION ~ . 

Land.mtlrks in the History oj Himiu PoJiti(o/ Deve/oIJlNIN. 

Even superficial slUdents of SIIRranili do not rail to perceive thai the 
Executive ~ystem, Judiciary, Military administration as welt u. other incidents 
of social, economic an.d pol itical life described in it indicale a high degree of 
development, and are adapted not 10 s imple village·republics and tribal commoo
weallhs or city.statcs that we meet with in cenain ~riods of Indian and 
Jo:uropean his tory, but are the outcome of the complex requirements of' coo.ntry'. 

s tates or Imperial organisations. 

Now Ancient and Medilil!:val His tory of India furmshes the following more 
importallt types of polilical' -Hfe that have evolved in connnion with the magnj. 

BceD! kingdoms or empires or the Hindus;-

, 1. The'Maurya Empireof Chandragupta and Asoka (4th and Jrd centuries 
ltC.) embracing modern Afghanistan, the whole of Up~r India, and Southern 
India, acludiog the extreme south {Chola. Pandya, KCTala. Salyaputr •• ~. 

~e)'Ion). 

I . Th,t GoptA Empire (4th century A. D.) which was brougbt to aD 'cnd 
by 1M: incur,lan. of the Hur ... 

,. 'S. The Empire of Harsavardllina hili uotury A.D.) in Upper' '"dis 
&mug the latter part of wtw.e reip Houen ThuDCo the great muter of Law 

.~~.Cbioa, traVt:l1ed io 1a6f.a. - , . 
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4. 'ne Empire of the Chtlukyn and Rubtr":utas in the Deccan I -(filth 
te fourteentb century ,A. D.) 

5. The Empire of the Cholas in SouJhern India beyond the Deccan 
(nl~th io fourteenth century A.D. I, 

Says Mr. Vjnccnt Smith in his Introduction 10 Mr. Aiyangar', • ANi/Nt 

luis: ' 
"Tile Cbola dynuty ~. singularly proUfte ill iiup of IDMfl than ordloary eIIpaelty. 

from the middle of the ninth oootury to the end of the relp of Kolutu.ap 10. A. D.1l18. 
It ill ,cJen frolO the deull, on record tbat the administration 01 the Jringdolll "' .. 'highly 
.,.tem .. Used' froID aD oorlJ da te, For instaoce, there i. abundant eTlde~ce tbat the lude 
Illude' cliltivaUOD .. ero carefully surveyed a Dd holdings regi.te~ at l~.t a eentW'y 
betore the '."'008 J)omeeday N'lcoro 01 William the Cooqneror. The I'&iJII"ey of 
lOllS wu euotly 00lIt.empoJ'llnSOU8 with the Engllah reeord. 

The Cbol .. were 8f$11t builderll i buildet1l POt ouly of clties ... <1 temples but alao 
ollrrlptio .. works." 

Acc::ording t .... Mr. Aiyangill in AHcittll lHdia," this is the period of high 
water.mark or i:liudu prosress all round. Modern HinduiliID assumes the 
~hape in whicb we find it to-day. The indigenous literature as well as classi
cal tianskrit receive considerable patronage. Rel igion has been re·adjusted 
to the requirements of the masses, and administration had come to be 
highly organised upon surprisingly modern lines. Revivalism in religion 
and re.invigoration were the order of the day." The story of one of the grealest 
monarchs of this period, IU.jendra Chola (I O I 3-104~), the son of Rajarlja tbe 
great, who, according to the inscription"s, carried his arms successfully across 
Kalingam, subdued Dakkana LAtam, Vangaladesam, and the territory of Dharma· 
pl,lll, fought battles on the Ganges and in Burma, and earned the proud surname 
of Gang&ikondll·Chola, has been presen'ed in the Kanarese work, R4ja Sd:llo:ua 
Vila,a",., At the commencement of the lJth century the great. Chola Empire 
waa dismembered betWeen the Yadavas of J.)eogiri, KAkAtiyas of Urangal, 
Hoysalas of Dwarsamudra and other petty chieftains. 

·6. 'fhe Empire of the Pa.lss and their successors at Gauda in Bellgai 
(8th to nth eellturies A, D.) · synchronous with the ascendancy of the 
Chalukyas in the J.)ectan and the Cholas in the South, 

"The period embraced by the long reigns of Dharmapila and of his 
son Devap,la covers nearly a century, including the period spent ,in a)Dsoli· 
dating Ihe district ot Bengal by Gopala a(u:r his 4/eclioll by the ~ple." Thill 
was a period of the greatest activity of the Bengali people in various departmeuu, 
as will appear from the monumental relics discovered and collecled by the 
Vtrendra Research Society. This period has another importance, as we know 
from the book. of Lama "rara.nitha, that during these longrelg')s of Dhannap6la 

• 'or aD aocount of tile PallIVa, C~I ... Cb'Ip.Il,.... RlahtNokllta Mil. oUter UDc, 
4_ ba 8op.t1l11ldla, see AI,-.apr', "tteielf' IncH_, pp. 8l·88, US-Itl. · . ' . 

• For .0 _lIot of the hegemon,- f)f the Pita. ill ~orihem I~ .. ~:c. 
~ to I.aperial titke aDd pretetUJloDa _ the 8eo:pl1 P"W~ of·tiIt; 
V,f'&D4;rI.~8DGiet,. of RljallW. ~-V:r, R. D. bMae.rJi'a .., ..... ,,/ $II N~. 
{ ........ :~d-..u . . 
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add of his .on Devap"., If an eutcrn IChool of scl1lpture and paiatinl ... 
Hlablillhed by Obiman. born in V.rendra, and by biuon Vittpi'L ........ Tbt 
repuud minister enabled his muter Dharmap". originally a lord ollly of tbe 
E •• tefn quarter, to eJ:lend his dominions 10 aU the quaners, .. .. .. ow:r 
.11 the tcnitories betwcen the Him11ayu on the north .ud Vindhya mount.m. 
on the south betwten the Iwo SUI .. .. .. The Lord of Gauqa (probably 
Devap". I) :.uppreucd the Ulblas, humbled the Hun .. , and trushcd the prick 
of the Lords of Dravid.' and Gurjara." 

If may be obscrllcd, in passing, tbat these recent researches of Indian schol.fs 
ill the mediEval hiatoryo{ Eastern ,ud Southern Indis (rom archeological, lin~ 
gublic, cC?mmereial and other standpoints have unearthed imporlant ract. of 
Bengali and Tamil antiquities which prominently dcmand recognition in thc 
standard works on Indian culture-bistory: Tbe PAIa. and Cholas or medillt~al 
India tan no longer be treated as su~ordinate or petty pri~ce. ruling over the 
"Smaller kingdoms" in one of the sn-called ~riods or disintegration which 
Indian his tory is said to repeat arter every epoch of consolidation; but must be 
raolced as by no IJlCanS inferior, in prest ige, tit les, pretensions, influences, and 
achievements, to the famous Vardhanas of l1fe 7th cenl. A.D., tbe Guptas of the 
4th'Stb ccnt. A.p. and the Mauryu of the 4th-Jrd cent. B.C. Dhumapila 
(c 800 A.D) the Buddhillt Emperor of Eastern India, with his immediate 
predeccssor, and successors, as well as R.1j endra Chola, the great &li"a monarch 
of the South, w'ith hi ll predeccnors and liUcccssors, consiitute two remarkable. 
contemporary hnperial families which must have a place by the side of such 
renowned Indian Napoleons, Empire-builders, and statelnlen .5 Chandragup'a 
Maurya, Asoka, the benevolent " ClI!saro-papi&t," Chandragupta tbe ·Gupta, 
Samudragupta the Vikramadilya, and Hlrslvardhar.a, who preceded them 
io lolving the aame problcms of admioiltfali oo, commerce, religaon and culture 
00 the &lage of Hiod.usthan. The Drama of Indian History should, therefore, 
have its fif5t Act closed not at the end of the 7th celllury with the passing 
away (I f the Vardhanas from Kanauj and Upper Jndia, but really at the end 
of the !ttn century (IJ93) with the overthrow of the successor. of P~.I11 
in' Ealtern India by a lieutenant of Muhammad Ghori, and at the beginnin, 
o(the '4th cenlury (llIO) will, the overthrow of the suectalOrt of Cholls by a 
lieutenant of Alauddia Khilji . 

The Hindu Period of Indian history d~ not end with Harsavardhana 
blh cent.) a nd the subjugation by Muualmans of certain RAjput Statu in 

, S. the readIDJ ot tile 0i>1'1I~4 .141Rbll.a IOIlClr iption IlIterpretecl by Jlaftta In 
'rM.lJl_ 01 Vonndl"4' III the Modem Heyl •• tor AU.Wlt, UII2, 

. • .u. Impon.a.i blriorlcal puzsl& tut ..... Itf blal .olutioll Lt t.b.. re.!atJenz 11R"";: 
~ ~ load 'l" ~ the i,t.b. oental'J', 8oat.lllzuUall ttadltloo polat. to tlIe onru.r-
" ... a..u-bJtll& hcaillf.,al-, But ~ lnditlOl:l poillta ,lilt. ot.krwlac. TIl. 
~ Balw»ol...sdeDLI)' aCl~p:'" tile ontUlro.--Ill iN nnY14iau .". u..?u..,.... ,_ 
-!II .... ill ~., work, 0-,. lUJ-I"; btJ\ JIUliaa ~bolMoI, ao •• Hl', aooept. the 
~w oIt.1a. Pt,lM -. V~ .... hktorl.-I l.et eel. jJ~ ~~t Il1dl.l). 

: )IW.)rooblip .rIU tlie r.mU 'VI",!, .OII pII. m-l.~ of hit IM_ ""PP'.,. IN...., 
~a: .IMecJ'" IIM1tDl,.../ Ae piJu. oJ ~~. JfO;, I'1 .... 1l~ 01 a.&rJ.). ' 
. . ;J~ :' .• 
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.Wesicrn India io &be 10th aDd lltb ccnlurie.. 1 For the social expansion, reli· 
&ious "8asimilation;'commercial progress, and Imperial achievements which w:c 
ar4lW'cmt to ... ociate with tbe brightest cras of Hindu national hi'dory wert: 
coinI on in Euterll and Southern Hindu!!han, unhampered a. of yore, along 
~he A1Il;Urat lines of progressive evolution up till the 13th and 14th centuries, 
while the buffer-prince» of Lahore, Delhi, Ajmere, Kanauj, Malwa aad Gujntt 
were performing their duties as by poailion the gate-keepers of India againlt 
the inroads of aggressive Islam. 

The perioo of the mighty Pi.!a' and ChDlas and their successors has 
_itnuse<! the 50lution of problems which are of paramount importance in 
IndialJ history, literature, fin e arts, philosophy, and religion. For it w.as during 
Ihis age that the ocean of Tanlraism fi.nallyswallowed up in a ~ommon philosophy 
the divergent ~hannds of Mahayana Buddhism and latter-day Brahmanism; that 
Vaisnavism and Saivaism-the corner-stones of modern Hindu Iife-re~eiveci 
the official stamp; the parents of prescnt_day verna~ulars were encouraged 
and '}.Irotected'; noble religiolls ed,fkes were huilt, huge sealike tanks were 
CJiuvated ; magnificent images were sculptured in bronze and stones; the 
navigation of the sea was pushed'forward, commercial and cultural intercourse 
between the Southerners and Easterners was promoted; and India became lealJy 
the School of Asia by supplying faith, literature, fine arts and malerial Deces
sariell to Chinu, Nepal, Tibet, Japan, java, Burma and other lands beyond the 
seas. This period does, in fa~t, carry forward and develop the impulses, 
aspirations and tendencies of H indu national life testified to by the Chine!e 
Master.of Law in Han£avardhana's time. 

The Palas and Cholas are really the spiritual successors of the great Empire
builder and statesman of the 7th century. The epoch of their hegemony in Indian 
history ia a brilll.nt sequel to the splendid epoch of Imperialism, religious 
loleration, maritime activity, and social amalgamation which it had been the 
policy of the great Harsa to piolleer and direct. Their services to the making of 
Indian national culture deserve the Silme meed of homage, therefore,. (rom fu.ture 
historians as those of Sri Haraa. 

And DOW tbat ncavalions, exploralions, readin, and illlerprdation DI 
old verolcular manuscripts, copper-plate inscriptions, arcbitectural monuments, 
numismllics, study of folklore, folk.songs, folk·arts and village traditions, Sana
"rit lilerature, old sc.ulptures and paintings, call up before us. picture of politic.al 
aDd religious life, commerelal and social intercourse, art-development, aDd liter: 
ary progresa no less definite and clear Ihan what we have for any other .period 
of Indian history, the neeessity. of looking upon the Pala-Chola period· as 'ibe 
really 1111 phase of Hindu Indil cannot be too s trongly adVOCated 

1. The Kingdoms of the RajpulS which bqinninl in the goth or ~o* 
ceDIUties have continued their e.latence even boW. 

I See VlDoeDt Smith'. llarly I1wto,., c..eoood edltiOD,pp,JJO..!81) • 

.. ~u- oft-oecleClt.ed pe.rio4 01 Indiu. hiAol'J~ of Ute --.IJe4 . ...-!it . 
.u.otda.ad --.Wal_t.loo il.tMo ~ __ x...un .. lit BI.aa4IilIll:l-~' uta; . 
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"to The Kingdom of Kashmir which '1ft. ruled by Hindl.t 'kioKS till about 

the taiddle or tbe fourteenth century. 

9. The Kingdom of Vijayanagara, called the 'Forgotten Empire' of the 
Soutb in Mussalman times, the only imporrant I!cat of Hindu culture in 
Medile .... l!ndi. (14th- 16th century A.D.). 

10. The Empire of Maharlstra under the Peshwas (18th century A.O.) 
whose administrative systen: has been elaborately describea by the late 
Mr. Justice Ran_de in his Rise 0/ the Mar-al/IIJ POfl)t,.. 

The!lc larger and more celebrated kingdoms and empires of the Hindu • . 
have flourished ttltougb over two thousand years of recorded history and 
in conditions of physical environment as varied as possible in a country like 
India, the 'epitome of the world.' The types of political organisation,thcrew
fore, that Indian history present! must be more or leu diverllified in character 
to med the requirements 01 peoples living under diverse geographical and 
topographical influences. And onc naturally upe<:ts a diversity of political 
codes or Nitisas/ras or manuals of governmental rules. Inspite of the onenen 
and baaic uniformity (If Hindu life throughout india, the text-book of political 
life evolved ill the extreme north, say Kashmir, is not likely to be that euctly 
adjusted to the ne~ds of the Dravidians of the e:a:treme south. Or again the 
rules and regulations which the Marathas framed for themselves in the weal 
or India towards the dose of the Mussalman period could not be copied lit loto 

from a chapter of Jhe NitisaslY4 that was taught, say, to the PMa Kings of 
Bengal in pre-Mussalman times. Politics like everything else of human life 
are the results of adaptation to the circumstances of time and place; and the 
history of a people has ever been powerfully influenced by the geography and 
topography of ils habitat. 

An analysis of the geographical facts and phenomena occurring in the 
Hindu NilistJs/,.as or' treatises 011 morals (social, economic and political) is 
therefore likely to be an important laclor in assigning each to the proper aets 
of physical and social conditions under which it was composet!. 

SECTION 3 

Mile_sltH.e. itt tht History oj HiPldu Polirica/ SpecuJ,Jlion. 

(a) ArlnastJsfra, 

There is no difficulty about the ArlJras4strlJ. of Chl"akya or KaUtil,., 
the Miaiater or Chandragupta Maurya who for tbe firstl time in Indiaa 
history conceived and executed the plan of .. vast Empire, the limifjj of whicb 
it ha, not been poIIllbie for an1 monarch to reach or esceed. 

Lite AbUl Fath Ayah Akbar;, the: Arl'ul$tJst,.. niay be looked upoa .. 
tbe · /~J. ·Caullnr oj India in OIleO! tbe mo&t remarkable per~.of 

Ita. the I'IrIIdalll<!'ld<tl U"Il~of 11I4it1 (lAlnpAIill 0';' .. ~) Prot. Moot6!'ji tnce.. 
___ CIOIIC .'tWa ., Iapetiallaial aDd ~, .... relp" bOa: v..uo .... -<WH-
iii' rj:m~~ . . 
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JDdian:cultllre.biltory. The ehapten of Ihi~ ' ntooumental document are devoted 
ueluah'ely to a deseription . of the multiC.riou, incidents of political life 
"oder Chandragupta" gbvemmcnt, e,g. the working of the mincw, the opening 
of Irrigation work.. the establishment of lactories; the maintenance of 
prelcrVCI and grllzing I\:founds, of high ways of commerce, waterways, land
roUlet, and other facilities (or commur.ication j the establishment of markels 
~~d StorclO; Ibe con~rUClion of embankments, dallls and bridlfcs; the planting 
of Tt uit and fl ower trecs, of medicinal plants and herbs (i.t. the establishment 
of Ayurvedic and pharmaceutical gardens); protection of the disabled, the 
·helpless and the infirm, and a1110 of beasts &:e., famines, census, central and 
muniCipal government, livestock and many other social, juri9tie and economic 
institutiona, 

In the Introductioll to Mr. Law's Hindu Polity' Prof. Radhakumud 
Mookuji or (he National Council of Education, Bengal, has summarised .he 
.. arguments which may be advanced in. support of the traditiunal and widely 
current view thai the ArthasAstra of Kaulilya is the work of Cha'pkya the 
minister of Chandragupta and therefore belongs [0 the 4th century B,C." 
The writer has proved from both external and inlernal evidences-

<,) Thai the political connexion of Klulily. with Chandragupta as his 
Fi llanCe Minister is a faci and not a myth. 

(2) That the Art/rlls4strll attributed to Kautilya is a genuine work of 
antiquity and nOI a traditionally handed down fable. 

(3) That the work is the production of an individual author and not 
of a school, II.!' i ll frequently the case with Indian treatises. 

(6) Kdmrnz4a/d Nit{. 

The work of Klmandaka t is undoubtedly an abridged edition of Arllta 
Sd$/rtl , aud the author himself ill supposed to have been the disciple of Kautily.l, 
A flood of light is thrown on the age and personality of the author of Kdmalf
daii Nil; fr om a report submitted by Dr, Frederick to the Batavian Society 
of Ani and Sciences on the Ssnskrit literature of Bali. •• It appears that the 
most popular work on Polity in that Island is en titled K4mandakiyll Nili 54rtJ,· 
The researches of Sir Stamford Raffles and Crawford shew that the predomi
nance of Buddhism in the Isla.nd of Java obliged the Hindu inhabitants of that 
place to reti re in the fourth century of the Christian era with their houlcholc1 
goo..&nd theiT sacred !Criptures to the illand of Bali, * ... * Jt bas allo hefln 
.• heWn by Ihe same autho;ities that since the period of tbeir exile, th~y had 
/lot any religious intercourse with India. It would thererore {pt/o. that the 
Sanskrit worb now available in Bali, including the KdmaruldiY4 Ntii are, 
of. dale anterior to the -ith century A.D," 

'As a document of sociological i~form'lion. thi •• ork is Ina ~u.bi!: .. dlaA~. StI',.IIIIi, Its importance h3'1, howevflr, to be noticed b«auae oftbe CbAnaty,lo . 
, . . .~ 
: .. ..r.a.,.. • .Bt.uSiea In Ao&e*t lJln" P4IU, (ltlf. LoA""_. OteeD aod. Ot~.~) 
'~Iri ... NIH 'S4"" pubt1Hecl D7 ¥ __ tt.. ".til ~ta {O&1O'-;lWf., '. . . , 

•• 
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Doctiine or Mondal. or "sphere ofpoliticaJaclivity and iufluences.," wbicll il not 
to be found in Sukra'.,; work. -

(e) O'k~r 1l'OTls. 

The difficulties with regard to the othc:r extant (or published) trcatista 
IfC immense, especially becausc we do not know of an)' other political fabric 
that has left its own Statute-Book. Yllklikalpala,.14 and SlIkra"i/i are the two 
eaclusively locio-economic and socio-political trelltises that we hlV'!: cotlle 
across up till now. Accounts of economic and political theories as well as 
practices are also to be met with in almost every branch of Sanskrit literature. 
Some of the Purd,uJs, all thc Smritisdstras, Manusamhil4, Mah4hiuJra/a, 
/frfm4YQljo, PanchafanJra, RaghuvQn~a, K ,r4farjuHiyam, HitojJruJt fjQ, Ddo· 
kum4rachllrila, together with treatists devoted to Dhanllr Veda or Warfare 
and International Laws, notices of which aTe found ill the celebrated 
Ca/aJogus Ca{aJogorutn oj Prof. A~rredlt, are especially rich ill the subject
matter of NUisas{ras. 

Seve.-al such works are the following:-

Nitiprakaiika, Harivanill, Ulpalaparim11;t. Charat)avyuha, KdsQavidya. 
bhyasa prakaraQa, Sankalpasuryyodaya, Prasangaratnavali by MAdhavarAnI., 
KimasQtra (Valsayana), Vidura.n!ti, Vaisamp!lyana Nil i, and BrihatsamhiU. 

There is, besides, a Nitis!lstra att ributed to one Ghatakarpara mentioned 
by ' Stein ill Kashmir Ca talogue (p. 93), In the s tatement 01 sources for his 
series of learned papers on Hindu Polity contributed to the M odern Review 
(191,1), Mr. K. P. JayaswIII mentions Ni/i·Ytfi)'timrila 1 and .the Marathi 
work D4sa.bodha', the Bible of Sivaji, and refcrs to aeveral Buddhi.t and 
Jaina tel(;ts. Some allusions to ancient civics are to be found in the Jaina 
works, Nandi. Sutra, and Rtfi mandala PrDlcarafJ4vrillJ quoted by Prof. R. K. 
Mookerji in the Introd.uclion 10 Law', Hindu Polity. 

(d) Smriti S4s(ras. 

The names or Smriti Sastras are given from Vasu'll Y4jltllvrlJ"Y4 
5",,,'1, 800k I. Chapter J. Introduction 4-5 in the" Sacred Books of Ihe Hindu. 

Series." 
"Manu, Atri, Vi~Qu. Harita, Yajriavalkya, V'ana~, Angiru. Yams, 

Apastamba, Samvarta, K2tyayana, Brihaspati. 

Para4ara, Vyass, Sankhi, Likhila, Dakta, Gautama, Balll.pa, and 
V.siHha are the promulgators of Dharma BAstras." 

. The Mitli~ra Conunenlary on the above is as followa:-

"Thi. Dharma Sastra propounded by YAjDyavallr:ya should .rlO be ' 
.tUd~ suctl ill ~ implied meaning of the above passage. 

. , 0/ . • .adeva L B411;ed 1ta tbe XuJa.tMtI . .eriM. 

:.. /' ~ ~. I~"'~ elva. !be X",liBob tine or thll ... ~k ..... A~ tit U!e ..... ed. .. 
.• ~llj'/"· .IIl. 'be "TIwI 4.teDlIIa (or Ealwbt.entOetlt)of BAIp IN. ... " , . . . " . ' . . . 
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"This is not an exhaustive cnumeratitm (pariunkhy'), but 'jt is 'mtTcty 

illustrative. Therdore, the Dharma Sistras of Baudhayana and others "are 
not e:rcJuded . 

. " A. each of these Smritis possesses ' authority. so tbe points not 
mentioned by onc, may be supplied from the olhers. 

., But if one set of Institutes contradicts the other, then there is ao 
'Option (to follow anyone of them)."! 

BllslIIbbaHs', Glo". <lD the aoo'l'e Inrnl.blllll aJDch iDtM'e6tlng ;nfOl'lllaUOII on the 
lubJ&c1. 

Deval. giVOlI!, tho following lI.t of I·he Dbll.r."a-ai.tl1ll1 :-1. MaUD, ,. Yamt. 
a. V .. lf~ba. 4. Atrl, Ii. »a'-fa, 6. Vi,"u, 7. Ailgi,', 8. Viani. II. VtkpaU, 10. VyiN; 
lL Apastamba. n. Gautsma, 18. KIlt.y'yapa. 14. lUnda, 16. Y'Jllyavallrya, HI. ParI· 
Mr., 17. Samva:rta, 18. Ii.DUa, 111. B'rita, 2:0. LIlrhita. 

lJt thi!f !let H'nds is ,.II additloD, while in tbe Y'jiiyavalkya's lIst we hne 
8Ulw.pa Instead. 

The Sailkha gives the following lillt:-l. Atrl, 2. Brjba~patl, 8. UiaQIIII, 4. 
Apalltaroba, S. V8IIif~ha, &. KU"yltn3, 7. Pariliara, 8. Vyh~ 9. Sa~tha, 10. Lithita., 
11. 8alllvarta.l1. Oantallla, IS. Sltltapa, U. Hlrita, Hi. Yljllyavaitya, 1&. Praehet.& 
and tile J'eIIt. By the pbl'll$6 "and tbe rcet " ill meant 17. Uudba, 18. nevala, 1~. 

Sumantu, 20. Jamada.gDi, 21. Vi.ivtmitra, 2!. Praji.pati, 28, Pai~binl.lli, 24. PiUmaha, 
n. Baudhlyana, 2&. ChhAgaioya,27, Jib'h" 28. Chyavana, 211, Marichi, SO. Kaoi1"pa. 

In the Bhavi,ya Purl pI. we find tbe 'olLowing addreMCd by Hvara to Gllila:
.. Ba'i'lng pondered over the 0011:.8 of the eightooD Puripaa. 0 cblld, and over tho 
text. et tho SmritiB, beginning with Manu and Which are thirty-six In number, T 
now tell thee,'. 

[1Ma ahowl! that tho Smritil are 88 in nUlDberJ Tho 8mrHi8 111[0 the I. Vr\ddha
!lUU ... pa, t. · Yogl-Ylji'iyavalkya ' 8. Vriddha-Vasi,tha, 4. Vriddb .... Mann, 5. Laghu
Bhit.a, <lc., ~houlcl he il1c1l1ded In the well_known thirt.y-!!ix uudel' their orlgin&1 
aatho ... lThug Manu lnelude. tho ordinal') and the Vri(ldba Mann, t.Dd 10 on.] Thug 
V'jfiyavaltyallllYlil (01. 110)" I hne declaJ'ed tbe BeieUC8 of Yoga." 

Rablbra aaya: "we lind I? the Bbui,ya Purd{la itselt tho enumeration or 
other Bmritis like Gobhill, lU,Y3 Sringa, ac" whicb Ire over and above the thlrb
til: ; IJO we conelude that thirty-six dOOll not exhaust the .. umbor of Sm,itl8, bot Is 
only an enumeration made by tbe !:li9t.aa." Tbo~e whlcb are fouud as Gribp. 8ltrM 
aad tbelr Parlu,\U!, &c., they belong to a. different ~OOcor1: like the Purlll..... Aa 
in the Bbui,ya :....: .. Tbe Maitrtya.!,IIy&, the Ollhandogya, tile Jrlt~a , the APUtAmba, the 
Bhavrichu, their Parl'i¥~ and t hose called KbilaB (are al60 Smritil)." 

The vl'1,lll-Dblnn", the SI.,a-Dharma, the Mahlhh.rata., and the Rlmlya~. and 
the _t aN alao to be iDOladed among &nrlUlI. .As II,.. the Bhavi,ya :-" The· 
elgh~ Purl,u, the bi&wry of Rima (Ram'yalla), the VI9!la-nh~lIIl..sb~, &0., 
tho Sln .. Db&Pll1&; the BUh Veda wled the M.Uhhlt"ta. ('IOlQp(KIDd b, Krt._ 
JlTalplyna, the St.llradhu1u, the Mannokta Dhuma, are al", ~ as llICh bJ 
tile wlle," (adhylya t, v. 87·88). 

1~ IbDU, 11, If, for conlliet at SruU, &0 • 

. '''~ wIleD two aaered 0011 .. (Sntl) are ~leUlIg 
Iw bcO 111'& proaotaloed b,. the .00 t.o t.. nt1d 11.";." 

bOt.b ale l!Ield IIO,.~ ~~ . ., ~ . 
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'I'M 1JOtU .. fA QUoll." in the above ._ that til&y are .110 followed by the 

rI'Qt mea, aad Ill'6 allthont..tive, bac&WNI they "1:'6 Ilot decried. ~r displ'aiMcl by Ul.J 
and followed by great men. so they are· to b8 taken "Iso aa Smr1tlrt. The opinion 
tht !.hI! 8mrUJ, a!'ll thlfty-~11t ooly in nUIlIbel', or t"OIIty-tour nuly In nnmber, t. 
held Oftly by Iloma and is oontra.dleOOd by otborw, and 111 not authoritative. 

Tbat tho Smritls are Dharm....stgtru (Ifllltitnt.ea 01 &crad Law) ,,"0 learn ,_ 
)faau ll, 10, where it ill Mid" The VcdH ahould be hOWD aa ~rllti; and tho Dharm ... 
Sa-traa aa Smr1tt," 

111 lDglraa we lind :-" The wise uy that tho following ar& Up • ..fImrltls:
. JlbAn, NAohiketa, Clhh.a.nd&a, Lallg'k~;, Kaayapa, Vyilla, Sanat KlImAra, Satadru, 

Janaka, Vyi,hra, Kity§.y'ma, Utabrll,a, Kapillj.la, Br.odhll.yalla, Kal)'cb, and. 
'Vw.'mitra." 

10 8emidri n'na Eh.!,~a the following more are eDlunol'ltod: "VaUa, Parae_ 
tara, Pulutya, Polaha, J[r"~o, m l1yaarinp, At1'01~ Babhfll, Vy&ghra, SatYUtat.a: 
HbandvAjIl., O'rgy~ IUr'!lAj ini, J.aug>\Jr:! i, and BrahOla-Sambbava," 

The SIQrit1a or Prajipati, Y",ma, ' Blldha, and noval11. which are enomorated ill 
Kalpatarll al'6 quoted by HomAdr; !WI RLlthori ty in tho OOlll'lle ot other authorities. 

Tho Kalpataru hol<l9 that tho ron~ l1ICienooe mentioned. in the VJ'9" PIIl'A~a 

(filII. ~II) !WI they relato.to pO$!litive physical . eiODCO! should 1>6 bken as authority 
and Jlharllla in matters worldly. ThoBo ~ieneOil are "the Ayonoda (Medicine), 
tba Dbanorveda. (Al'Chery). the OAndharvavoda (Mosic), aud tho Artba !Sbtra CUie 
aeicnoo of waalth)-thWl the lIeieliOOll are alt.ogother oighteen ~ CVi'!lu Pnd~a, 

llI.ll.te). 

So also in tll.o !Saiva I>ura.~a. the Vlly,,"viya Samhit.a, chapter 000, It is QId: 
"0 Romahll.r,a~,a! 0 ali·koo,,,in:;! thvu hast obtaillOd throngh good luck a complete 
knQwlodgo or:o.lI tho PllriO!,1I.II lrom Vyua. The tou r Vedaa, tho si;K: A!lPa. the 
Mim i ... "" lho Ny" " tho l'ur1!la and tho Dhar,na S38tra are fourtoon Vldyh. Tho 
Ayon~ (medicine), tho Jlhanurvf!da (Archery), tho . Ohdharvaveda (lhaio) BIlIl 
tho Artl.ul. tlbtra (tho science of wealth) aro the additiona l four. llI!,kiog the Vldyla 
ellJbtooli. Of all these oightoon Vid,b. trea.ting QI dilf"l'6l1t topiCII, the orlgloal 
author and diroot prol,h .. t i& the Trident·handod hlva: ellch ill the .8IIyiog.H (hil'a 
PurA(ta, I. 28). 

Thollgb all th_ are /IOllI'CC8 ot law, yet all ot !.hem do not deal with aLI _tOON; 

and lIOJIl"tllllOlJ th .. y contradict eallb other. Th"rstore, tho 001ll1ll8ntatoor .. " that, 
though aach of thom ill aD authority, yot the la.cuDIll ot one sbould he luppiled froll1 
the Qther, whore ona is incomplete; and where tbe, diller there Is Qption, Mann 
has alalo taught tblll option In II. 14: "But wben toIIm ill&Cl'fI<t text", (Is rotl_) are 00»

IlicUne. botb are held to lie law; lor both are proooDDoed ?Y the wilJll to be nlId 

law." 

<'I> Tradilio"al Abddgm,,,1 0/ Nui Sastrlls. 

The SmTih S8sfras have rOf their subject-matter a greater amOUQt 
or lIocio-religioua topic! than are usually dealt with in Nili S4slnu, ~ 
authorship i_, . beaideR, altrib'uted to Rishig, as we have geeo ill the 
prev!ou ... enumeration. The Rillhi upon whom our work has been rattiered 
is mClldont:d in th'e abovo. list a, VianI!. 11 is believed that V.aou or Sultrl

,char"a was the last of the R i5hia who ' m~ddled i.n Polity" and tbl.t ,ioce 
: .. is time the wbole seience of mor,11 (social, ecODomic and political) c:altct;l 
,lti# ~/~ na. ~ .desifnatcd aft~ lJi~ , . 
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. S\*krlchlryya himself records the hi.ory of the abridgment of NIIi 
S~ras towards the commencement of ~ur. work: .. For the cood of 
men Brahm" had spoken that treatise on morals whicb c:ontained 100 
lakh, ,:,., 10 mill ion slokas. By a procca!!. or ,election the essence of that 
Nit; 54sft's, .hich was aI' clttensivc: argumentative thesis, has been com
piled in an abridged form by VasiHh:l aod others like myself for the 
increase of pros~crity of rulers of the earth and of others whose life is of 
short span." 

The same tradition' is otherwise s lated thus: "Formerly for the . 
protection of creatures Brahm! wrote the sc ience o[ Polity in ten million 
chapters. Siva oluained this from Brahml and epitomised it in ten thousand 
chapters. His work is called VaisAlakna from his Jlame (Viaah!.lq;a or 
large-eyed). Indra made an abridgment of it in five thousand chapters, and 
Sub. Into one thousand. Thus it was gradually abridged by the various 
sacel having in view the shortened life of the people around them." 

(j) Yuktj-Kalpataru, 

The association of gods and Rilihis with the works on NIH and 
allied topiCS, and the tradition about their vast size and large number, as 
well I!i the custom of attributing works to one's gurus make the problem 01 
a systematic treatment of Hindu political scie nce all the more difficult. 
Equally puzzling is the association of works with historicnl characters, 
men of real flesh and blood, r ound whom, however, legend~ like those of 
Alezander and Charlemagne have grown up mystifying their age, locale as 
well as personality. One such work is the Yuili Kalpataru, giying ., an 
account of aU requirem.ents in a royal court," as Professor Aurr echt 
observes. The work i~ still in manuscript, but was first noticed by Dr. Rajen
draW Mitra, and siuce his time. has been drawn upon by Indolngists 
in their treatment of thillgs Indian, specially secular matters. The work 
is attributed to King Bhoja (Vikramad itya 1) of Dhara in Malwa and has 
beeo described by the author as compiled from "iva",ihas or treatile, of 
variol.!s ",.,,,js or masters on Ihe subjects. The followmg account of the 
"ork is being given from the manuscript (108 leaves). written in Bengali 
character, belonging 10 MahimahopJ.dhyay. Adilyar&ma Bhauacharya, now 
in the possession of t!le Panini Office.' 

The botanical name of the work has been explained at the beginning 
just .. rter the sal~ta!ion to Krishl]a. "the Parameswara, who by undoing 
.the happineaa of Kan.a did really promote his happiness, who is worship
ped by t~ gods and is really unadorable," and 10 the" makera of Sa.tr~ • 
.... bose words purify good men, even for the hearing." JUI1 as a KIIII.· 

'~or tbe Wishing_tree (like the .wishiug.cow) .~elebrated iu Hindu 
teli,u,ua lore yields the satisractioo of all desir~ .0 j, .... i.e Dl:tn by 
re,tortilll to thi~ KaltatarM (the treatise 50 called) can achieve the most 
lonccd·ror object.... "The root of this tree is O.ffdtJ "ili (the:. lCiencc of 

I D1IW • .Ia~ NUl -UN. -(<Wo~ t_ . . ,he work '" ~ edit.ecl b1 ~I) ,-zit auaor. 
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puni'hm~nt), the stem is Jyoli!h (implying Astronomy, Astrology. Horol
copy .cd Mathematic! according to the concepliou or the Hindus), the 
braochu 'and flowers afC the diverse [I;d,,45 which deal with the facts 
observ~ (or the phenomenal world), the frui ts a re unknown Ilnd the nUQ 

or lIap is the nectar of Ihe 'good, ie., promotes their welfare." "That 
Kalpata11l should be respected by King!> lind ministers, who should study 
their interests and deliberate on them according to its dictates as ",d! as 
those of otber sbtras." II This is most conducive to the welfare of Kings 
and promotel allo the weal of others," (i.r., people). 

Thus Ihe very definition of the term Y ... kll Kalpaloru illS the title of 
a book introduces the, topics of a NiH Stfsfro ; and, as a matter of fact, 
all the subjects dealt with in the work are the proper themes of works 
like Sukrartili. The following table of contents in the ¥dti KaJp/Jt/Jru 
would indicate tbat the work ii, lite the Aytha' 5lfstrG, K6maPlr/aki Ni'JI~ 

Sukra"iti, and G.halakaYjJoYonill; really a 100:io.economic and socia-political 
treatise, and is an additional document of Hindu f;ec ular literature in the 
department of Dharmasutras, Artbasbtras or Nlti SAstras: 

I . Nlti SAstra. 2. Guru (Preceptor) and Purohita (Priest). 3_ Amatya 
(Land Revenue officer), Mantri (Foreign minister) and Duta (ambassador). 4. 

Lckhaka (scribe) and Jyotirjna (astronomer). 5. Puradhyakljla (Mayor or 
Superintendent of the city), Vanadhyak~ (Superintendent of . Parks and 
Fore$ts) 6. KoshllvardhaQa (Development of Financial resources). 7. Raja
d.ayada (sharers of the royal income). 8. Krj~i Karma (a!riculture). 9. 
Rathin (charioteer), Sadi (Horsemen nr Cavalry). 10. Gajaroha (the art of 
eleph:mt mounting, driving, etc,). II. Vana (Land and Water conveyances). 
12. YatrA (Expeditions). IJ. Vigraha (warfa re), 14 Cbara (.py). 15. 

Outalakshaqa .(Characteristics of ambassadors and spies). 16. Sandhi (Truce 
and Pence). 11. Asana (Siege). 18. Dwaidha (Duplicity"":a military t«hnie.1 
term in Siege-crafl). I 9. A~raya (seeking rcruge or protection). 20. Dan"'a 
tPunishme;Jt). 21. Mantra (Policy or statecraft) 12-3. Dwandwa (Rivalry 
and Hostilities undertaken under two sets of circumstances, t.g., i. Akriln",lI, 
i.t. conditions of natural fortificatiomo, and ii. KYilyi"'(J, i.t., conditions of 
art ificial barriers and barricades, etc.) described with quotations from Nil" 
S4stYt1. Garga, and one Bhoja. 

'4. Pura-nirmaQa (Building of cities). 25. Kala (the auspiCious lime). 
36. The fJ(Jsati (all arrangement of various wards or quarters) dcacribed by 
quotations from Bboja and ParAsara. 27. DOIlIagu!}a (good and bad effect~ 
according to Astrology). 2B. v'astu (Housn). 11\1. DingnirQllya (Directionl)' 
]0. Lak.al}a (style or characteristics of Buildings) , JI. Mana (Mea&uremett~)_ 
'J2. DoiIPl;la. (toad and bad eff«ts). J:I. KalanirQaya (whell to ~ 
bliilding new houses). JJ. V4sh4 jrtllJl:slHUlJIII (when to enter ne" lIoustii). 
34- DWAr.anif'V1:ya (laying out of doo~). 35. PrAchti'a (",lis,. 36-41. Vtstu· 
.dalWa. (va.dou. measurements of bOtl&C:s), VinAsa grib., nnp, and RJJavlha ' 
(the' 'wdve .pecie. ef Buildinp.). ' , , . 
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... , Annas (Thrones). 43. KhatiU.1!I (bedsteads). 44. PUh. (stool. 
made of metals., Blones or wood). 45. Chhatras (Umbrellas). 46. Dhwaja 
(Flags), 4'. Chlml.ra, 48. Chasaka (Drinking vessels). 49. VaslTa (clothes); 
50. Alanklra (ornaments). 

51 . Diamond. 52. PadmarAga (species of Emerald). 53-4 . Examination, 
prices etc., of Diamonds. 55. Examination of Vidruma (corals). 56. Gomed • . 
51,g. Purls-their examination and prices. 59. Vaiduryya, Indranha (S3.pphkc). 
60, Chhlya (Transmitted Light). 61. Marakata (Emerald-its origin, and 
good and bad effects). 62. Pu~parAga (Topaz). 63. Bht~mamal'Ji. 64. Pulaka. 
65. Sphatika (Quartz). 66. Ayask!nta. 6,. Sank.ha (Conch), 

68. Astra (Missile). 69. Kha4ga (Dagger). 10. Dhanu (bow). 11 , B&lJ.a 
(arrow). 12'J .. YAtr1 (Expedition)-thc proper time for it. 14. NirAjana 
(ceremony with horses and elephants). 

'15-9' Hor~es-Testing, their defects, how to strike them, etc. 80. RilU' 
charyya (seasons-and seasonal treatment of horses). 8,·2 . . Elephants. 8J-5. 
TIll: Examination, Mcrit.; and Defects of Bulls. 86. Buffaloes. 87. Decr. 88. 
Dogs. 89. Goals. 9O-J. Carriages of various kinds. 

9~ . Nauka Ka.s~ha (woods or timber for boats). 9$. Boats of var ious 
kinds. 

(g) Hindu R4jnett in Ayren Allbari. 

The political literature of the Hindu5 was known to Abul Fazl. who 
in the Ayttll Akbari, I has givCI) a short synopsis of probably some of the 
Nili Sdsll'as in his possession in the chapter on the various bra1lches of learn· 
ing cultivated by the people of Hindusthan r uled by his master, the great 
Akbar. Beside<; giving an elaborate description of Hindu Laws under the 
heading Bey't§r (Sans. Vyavaha,a) and referring to "many othe~ sensible books 
upon government," the compiler of this Moghul Gazetteer gives the follow
ing summ!\ry of Rliineet, "the art of governing a kingdoln." 

"It is incumbent on a monarch to divest himself ~f avarice and aager, by 
following the counsels of wisdom. '" "'. It is his indispellsable duty to fear 
God '" '" • to pay particular respect to men of exalted ranlr. and behave with 
kindness towards his subjects of every description. '" '" '" He should be amui· 
tious to extend his dominions. '" '" '" No enemy is so insignificant as to 
be beneath his notice. '" '" '" A wise prince will banish from his court all 
corrupt and designing men. '" '" * 

"The king resembles a garden6, Who pluch up the thorns and briers, 
and tbrows them on one sidr, whereby hi: beautifies his garden, aDd at the 
Illme time raises a . fence which preserves his ground from the intrusion of 
Itrangers. '" '" '" The king detaches from the nobles tbeir tQO numerous 
'(riends and dangerous dependents. ... *" '" • . 

In ~ffairl of moment it is not advisable to consult with many • .. * '" * 
Somt ancient monarchs made it a rule to consult men of .• coQ~r, 

1 Glaclwill'. Ttao .. UOD/ "Vol, III ("., pp. lif-tl8. 
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deacription and to act diametrically opposite to their advice. ... '" '" They 
fouDd it the aa(est way to ja ill with the prime minister a few wise and 
experienced men, and to require each to deliver bis opinion in writing. 
A prince moreover reqUires a learned astrologer and a sk ilrul phyaici.n. 
• .. • H any monarch is more powerful than himself he continually 
strives to ROW dissension among his troops I and if he is not able to effect 
this, prudently purchase, his friendship. .. .. .. The prince whose 
terri tory adjoins to his, although be may be friendly in appearance, yet 
ought not to be trusted; he should always be prepared 10 oppose any 
sudden attack from that quarter. With him whose country lies next 
beyond the onc Iast-mcQ.tioned he should enter into alliance; but no 
conl1exion s hould be fornled with those who are more remote.· If he find s 
it necessary to attack his enemy, lie should invade ' his counlry during 
the time of harvest." 

Here we have from a foreign source the traditional ideas of the Hindus 
regarding Constitution. International Morality, etc., as preserved in the Hindu 
literattlre of the 16th cenlury A. D. 

Unity and Diversity in Indian Nat/fJlla/ LIfe. 

There are, no doubt, !Some !loating ideas which are common to almost 
all these treatises and seem to have been the !;tock-ill-trade of cvery writer on 
Nltr". These verbatim reproductions or occasional modifications and adapta_ 
tions of the same texis are not difficult to explain. TheJanguage of the learned 
world was the same througllout Inciia. Education was imparted orally, and· 
ideas were transmitted for generations from mouth to mouth. Besides, the 
incessant political changes of the times a lso promotcd a uniformity of culture. 
Dynastic revolutions, territorial expansion and contraction, trlllKsfers of royal 
seats from place to place, emergence of new areas into political importance, 
constant transformations of the" old order yieJding place to lIew "-all these 
tended to produce an ~Iasticity and nelt ibility of the Indian mind ever ready 
to receive new impressiolls by fadlitating rapprocltemt nl and intercourse 
among the people. 

Hut beneath these unities and uniformit ies of culture are to be found 
the varieties and diversities which are the characteristic products of par_ 
ticular epochs and areas. A close Botudy of ' the political muims embodied 
in the various brancbes of Hindu literature is calculated to yield not only 
a nis tory of the <ktJt/op",ml . of P9lity and poljtical speculation in India, . 
throulh the ages, but .also a record of the varying geographical inOuencQ' 

bearing Up'0ll it. 

TWs 'characteristic of Iudian national cullure in itB aceio-political uPoc:ts., ' 
fli~ tbe . su~-iftlpoflitioll, upon a fundameutal bed-rock of ,uniformity. of.a 
diversity adjusted to tbe condirions of varying localities and relative OO:lbe.· 

·caaap·Jo tae dynamic workJ-forces-haa been al.o J?Oint~ out in my p.~.., 

. -:60 '. ' ·todoo«licioua featival caUed G4MWJt' -: eonQCCtcdI .llb '--the ~:-: . . 



~"""'ali'" of Be.J'lgal, I In fact, "tbe diversity that cbaractuise!l taU: 
c!:IItom.and festivsls, hymn. and rituals of the people in different parts of India 
in the self'Hrne locio-religioul institution is so great lo·day that it is difficult 
to perceive tbe unity underlving them." 

The relativity and diversity of national ideals and institutioo!l modify_ 
inl the tr.dition.1 unifying .gencies have been Ihus explained! "The 
k.leidQlcopic political changes which rohifted the vital centres or gravity 
frorn people to people, province to province, and district to district. necell_ 
orily converted the border-lands or buffer-stites of one epoch into pro
!!linent aelta of political and cultural life ill the next, and occasionally 
diverted the Mream of paramount ideas along new and untroddell challnels. 
Tbese are hatdly visible to us to.day because of the paucity of historical 
details bearing on them. On the other hand, the translat ion of higher culture 
intn the tongues of the people o~ the various paris from the common store
house of Sanskrit, the Iing~a fra"ca of educated India, through the agel', and the 
necessary modifications or adaptationa, have implrted a local colouring and 
distinctlv~ tone td the all· India Hindu traditions, sentiments and customs in 
the several parts of the country." 

"Social and religious life of the people 0 1 India have thus been for agts 
gQverned not s imply by the tex!s of the Sastras in Sanskrit (which, by the 
bye, could not escape the natural adaptation to the conditions of time and 
place), but also really and to a powerful ell"tent by the vast mass of different 
vernacular literalUres, both secular and religious, that grew up side by side 
with, lod eventually replaced, to a considerable elltent, the original ~tore-
bl)use." 

SECTIOIi 5. 

Pr~[jmil'ltJ")i Sp"d,·wo"k. 

So rar as the Hindu Literature on EconomiCS, Poblic Finance, Constitu
tion, Jurisprudence, and International Law is concerned, the proper analysis of 
the documents wi\h the object of discrimin.ting from the permanent and basic 
foundations or unifying thought and tradition the layerts and sediments that 
point to diRerent epochs and diverse local conditions in Indian cultul·e-history, 
has yet to be underl'lken. 

And the problem "f assigning a ~rticu lar volitical code to a particular 
Itin&dom or empire cannot be sol ved before a vast amount of spade-work is 
done. In the fi rst place, the polilfcal history of Ind ia has 10 be rlHISIIcked so 
.. a to give more or less complete pictures of the administrative machinery and 
economic organisation of the variou!! kingdoms and empires of the Hindu 
world. ~r. Krishnaswamy Aiyangar has given a good survey of the whole 
admiJl i.slrative system of the Cholas" (9°°"3°0, A.D.) in his Awc'mt Jf1fii4 by 
utilising inscriptions and Tamil maouscrip15. Mr. Akshaya Kumar "ahr. ha. 

' ... N.,.thtt.'ann 01 lite Sai..o Ctdf ID ~ Modt"rn Wtwlrl lKa4ru) tor Oeto-
wl"a. .. 

• 'I he ahio Polil, A.clent arid NId/.tellOl ... K_~-(JlooHra Rel'iew, De __ _ 
·l~U) . b)' V .... tara,.I1U. 
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thrown out lome suggestive hiDt. regarding the Land Revenue Policy and agri
cultural tenures under the P41a Empire. The muer;als in the possession of the 
VSrendra Research Society are likely to yield a morc satisfactory and complete 
picture of the medi~val administrative systern i,l Eastern India. 

In the second place, the whole field of Indian Literature, both 
Sanskrit and Vernacular, has to be ransacked wide and deep to discover 
socio-political and socio-economic ' treatises, I1nd their contents minutely 
analysed Iud elaborately indexed in the intcrest of comparative studies. 
Mr. Narendranath Law's Srudu$ In Ancient Hindu Pofily has revealed 
certain features of Maurya administration described in the A"ll!as4slro. of 
Kautllya. Mr. Kashi Prasad Jayaswal's essay on the f,.troduct1o,. 10 Hi"dll 
Polity published in the columns of the Motlfr,. Review, is a historical survey 
of Hindu political thought. Though premature as such, it is well calculated to 
suggest and open up new fields for the careful consideration of those who are 
interested in the theory of political progress and developl\lent of pulitics Ind in 
the hi5tory of political 5cience as a special branch of world'!! philosophi<'al 
literature. 

The present work is an attempt at placing some of the data of socio. 
economic and socio·political life gleaned from a tut-book of Hindu Sociology. 

·.1, 



CHAPTER II. 

THE DATA Oil' ANCIENT INDIAN GEOOIU.PHY. 

SECTION I, 

SUMan"i as G source oj CtographicQ( bf/ormati<1l!. 

The work of Sukracharna is not a historical kdvya like the Raj Tarang;~' 
' or 'Anuals of Kashmir ' III Sanskrit by the poet.historian Kalhanl, which, accord· 
ing to Mr. Stein,' "is llot ouly the amplest but a lso the mos t authentic of our 
sources for the geography of Kashmir," and ' by far the I iel,est source of 
ioformation' for its historical geography. It is not an ltih4sa,· 'which 
narnlles past events in aud through the stories of the actions of the kings.' 
The description of COUTts and palaces, forts and temple!;, or of the circums_ 
tanccs auencii"s the f.:..uud at ioll (If tOwns, village!';, estates, shrines, matha!; 
and other religious strue!Ules l>y paltieular kings, or the uarrative of 
expeditious, warfares, sieges, etc., undertaken in quest of territorial expaus ion 
are qune uncal!ed for in the Nillsas/ rD. Here the author ha .. no opportUnitie5 
for describing the physical background of the hero's eJC:ploits by referring 
to the relief, mOUlita ins, rivers, character of soils, seasons, weather, climate 
and such other natural agcncies as promote or retard the activities of 
man. It is not even a Pura1lu' also, which accordinlJ to the orthodox 
definition must contail! "an -account of the creallon, the dest ruction, the 
dynasties, the cycles or epochs and thc inCIdents 0 1 events under each 
dy nasty." There il thus nO seopc in it fur p"pular SlorY- lell ilig and 
attract ive descrilll'ion s likely 10 catch one's imag inal ion or fur .. alnbling from 
subject to s ubject alld charming digresslvlls about tllc plilnts, animals, physical 
feature:;;, geological fa(·ts, ctc., that come III the wny. Nor is Sulora .. iti an 
ordinary kdv),u' I,ke, say, thc HagJlkvam~am of Kall<lasa. which lIlUst "appeal 
to the variOllS rasas, i e., fedings 01' taSles and give rise to pleasure" 
according to canOIlS of Hindu literary art, alld may be diversified in style 
by images, sim iles, metaphors and other for illS 01 alamlfo,a or figures of 
8peech, as well as enriched by historical narratives or matter·of-facl descrip
tions, fanciful pictures or details of men and things according to the 
writer'li genius and sense of proportion. But S~lfra1iili is in verse ollly 
because almost every bit of Sanskl lt literature is so; th t: re is here 110 scope 
for flights of Imaginatioll or embel ilsluoenls of style. 

The physiography, topography, mineralogy and meteorology of a place 
that ;lore more or Jess eJC:peelcd in works lIke these have 110 natural plaee in a 
Nilisfisll"tJ. Among the thirty-two vidy4s or srience, mentioned by Sukra~ 
c\,lryya in (he thild 'celion of the founn chapter of hi, work, there ~ 110 

• ~'toei .. '& R'! Tar-ugi...,I, "1'01.1, p.~. 
•• Sura IV, Iii , lOW. 

• Silk,. I'V ,111, 1~, -
• 8uk~ IV, UI, 1l0-L 



mention 0(· NllistJstt'a. But the scope he has de-fined (or his S1stra at the 
commencement of the ,treatise and the manner in which he accomplishes his 
tRsk lead one to believe that NU;sdstNl is either identical with, or II species of, 
Ih~ more geoeric vid,.", the scieuce _of ArlhosaMrn, I which is defined to be 
that "which describes the actions. '8,nd administration of Kings in Dccut'dance 
with the dictates of Sruti and Smri!i, as well as Ihe means of livelihuod in a 

.proper manner," and is thus politics and economics combined, It is what in 
modern phrueology would be ~Iled a 'normative' science dealing with whlll 
'should be' as opposed 10 what' is ' or' has been,' s ince it dictates and prescrihes 
'duties' (or kings, princes and statesmen. In such II work we cannot expect 
a nything but the 'generali"ations.' or what appear 10 be generalisations, 
regarding kingly functi olll' deduced from the experience of many states in the 

past and the pn:~el1t; and, therefore references to pnrticular or individual men 
and places are few and far betlVeen, incidentally caUed f01" in the interest of 
illustration. 

The very scope and nature of SukraHfli, therefore, prevent it from being 
a source of geographical informatioll, and Ihe author or authors of the work 
have conseielltiou~ly d~ne their part b)· avoiding all unllece~sary or supernuous 
details except sud, as arc d.rectly and indilcetly rekvant to the socio-econo
mic and sucio-politieal topic~, In ~tudying the geographical environment o( 
the locality in which th~ work was composed or the court wa~ situated one 
has, therefore, to p .. r~ue lhc sa me method as is used in the st udy of Silakcs_ 
peare, who alway" hides him~elr and eludes the reader'~ grasp. II seems 
almost a hopele~s task to catch the persollal.ty of Shakespea re or Kalidasa, 
hecau~e in them tl,c re i~ 'Nature's plenty.' It is an itllereSling ractl1bout 
Ka lidasa 111:1.1 to-day he is claimed h}. all the four quarters of India as belong_ 
ing to each. Ka<; hmir and Malabar, Guzarat and Bengal, the <extreme 1I0rth 
aud the extreme south, the extreme west and the extreme east-all vic with 
each oll,er ill fintiillg rcom the' internal evidences' of the works of Kalidasa that 
they are the ploducts of a lIlall born and bred in tln:ir surroundings, 

The geograrllleal facts and phenomena in Suk,.anili have 10 be studied, 
tlterefore, not only to fix upon the locality in which it might have been written, 
but also for the kn ow lodge that the poets of the Sukra cycle Ot author!! w~ 
cho!!e to adopt the lIum-d~-plum~ of Sukracha ryya have incidentally displayed 
le,l!ardlllg the plants, animals, minerals , river!!, forests, soils, season~, &c. of 

india and the world outside it_ 

SECTiON ~ . 

{;~1U,.al Geograpluco/ Fach, 

(a) The Qllo,urs ud Divisions o/Imiio, 

The directions o( the world, as indicated by the point5 or the campau, 
have been n,enliolled several time~ iD the eoune of thl' wnrk, In conDt:Ction 
with the , cons truction of the capital city' and the .-oyal ruidenee or palaCe 
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ana offieeu' quarter_, lite .. Suknmiti ia very ~rticut.r about tbe direetiont, 
nortbern or soutHern, cntern or western, that anr to be apecialJy Ict apart (or 
particular room. or houles. Thus towards the c •• t the king IIhould have 
houses for tbe washing and cleaning of clothes ltc. The northern rooms .re 
aet apart (or chariots, arma Dnd weapons, &c. The museum i. to be situated 
toward_ the north of the pI/lice. And ,0 on. 0... .gain the northern a:ld 
~uthern lIides Irc to be long. ,,,,ice or thrice the eastern and wes tern s ides. 
The palace ia 10 have 'Sides .of equal lenlth iu all directions and 10 be high 
aouthwards and ' low Ilorthwards. The rooms of the rest.houses may face the 
north or cast. In V4,'u-S4sfras. or Hindu treatises; on buildings, the directions 
mUll be menliooed with particular care, because each is supposed to be presided 
over by a deity, (t.g., Kuvera, or the god of fortune, i. the lord of the north, 
Varna or Death is the lord of the south, and so on), Hence., each direction has 
• apecial value affixed to il over and above the o'rdinary accular significance 
which arises from the fact that human life and comfort arc aHecled by the sun, 
thc wind and other natural agencies. The subject bas becn elaborately treated 
in that celebra'ed mine of information regarding things Indian, called the 
Briltal StHnltild as well as the socio-economic manuscript, YURI; Kalpalat"l4. 

Besides this mention of directions which, according to H indu tradition, is 
mainly of a social and reliiious character, Su/rrllnj/i contains references te the 
nOTlh, south, east, west and middle as points or region!> which take the reader 
OUI of the purely local surroundings of a particular spot. The geographical 
horizon of the poets of the Suha cycle can be inferred to a certain extent from 
one of the funct ions of the Sac/tiva l or H ead of the War Office, among the Ten 
P,akn1is or Executive Councillors of the state, which is described to be that of 
Itudyi ng Ihe men who arc lIent eastward and westward on missi~)Ils . This men· 
'tion of' eastward and westward,' however, does not furnish any solid ground as to 
the particular regions meant, for it has been done in connexion' with a general 
statement. But the references to the 'north and west' as the land of the 
Yavanas' who "recognise authority other than that of the Vedas," to the 
'Iouthern' countries whel"C Brahmanas' are not condemned, if they marry 
maternal uncles' daughters, 10 'Madhyadc8a: where ar tisans ' arc beef-eaterll, 
and devia tion from the normal customs is not regarded as a sin, and to the 
• north" where the women are touchable when they arc menlttruated, are: not 
only the facts of pure and simple geography, but create in the minds of the 
rcader t'tle shrewd suspicion that the author of these lines docs not belong to 
the particular regions mentioned, and that these must lie beyond the pale of 
"norma'" rules and regulations of social life. In fizing upon the: author's home, 
therefore. one would be naturally tempted to exclude these regions from onc', 
considerations. 

It is difficult to make out which regionll are Ipecified in these references. 
The delcription of India as a country of the NalJaklt.Ifi.· or Nine Divisions 

I IIIlhro II. 181·110, • Bukn IV, 'V, U-8'. 
• 8akra IV, h·,'4-75. • SuUa IV. a. 97, 
• lUll I", T, ~ • CUZlDIq:twa.'a "'Mint aqr..,. of Iltdltr (11'71), pp ...... 
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wal flr.t used by the astronomers ParAsar. and Varlhamlhin, and wa • • ner
wards adopted by lhe authors of several of the Purlnu. "The n.mea or the 
Nine Divi:tiona given in the Mah.t.bhlrata and the Purtnas differ entirely from 
tholle of V.rthamihin; but they agree wilh thoae of the famous .stronomer, 
Bhaskarachtryy •. " But" the division of Jodia inlo five great provincu would 
appear to have been the mOft popular one during the early cen turiel of the 
Christian era, as it was adopted by tile Qlme;:e pilgrims,and from them by 8n 
Chinese writer.. According 10 Viehnu Purtaa the « "In was occupied by the 
Kurus and Panehlll.s; in the EllS/was Kamarupa or Assam; in the SOlitA were 
the Pundus, Kalingas, and Magadhls; in the Wed were the Saur.lstras, Sural, 
Abhiras, Arbudas, Karushas, Ma.lavas, Sauviras', and Saindhavas; and in the 
NotJh the HUnas, Salvas, Sakalas, Ramas, Ambashtas and Parasikas." This 
account of India in .the VishbU Purina does not include what are compriaed by 
the modern Deccan and Southern India. But" the same divis ion of five great 
provinces was adopted by the Chinese pilgrim Houen Tsang in the seventh 
c~ntury, who names them in the same manner, as north, south, east, west and 
central according to their rela tive posi tions!' The extent and area 01 each of 

the five great provinces which accordi!!g to the tourist's report c:ontained 
altogether eighty kingdoms are not the same as those in the Vishnu Pura"a; 
and Houen Taang's IndIa is larger than that of the Purl.~a. From Cunn ingham 
we quote the following lines which give the territories inc:luded within the 
five great provinces of India in the seventh century A. D. 

" t. Nol"then, I ndia compri&etl tile PooJab Ptoper,ioctudlug K .. hmlr aod adJololoc 
bill ata t.e8 wi t h tho whole of Eutero AtgbaulBta.o be,.olld the lodu, and Ule pretleot c:t .. 
8uUeJ atate. to the .... eat of tbo Saraswatl ri.-er . 

II. Wuterll J,.dio comprl&ed Sindb and W6Jltero JUjputana with Kutch and Gujarst, 
aod II portion of the adjoiulug coast 00 the 10l'l'er coune of tho Narbada rive r. 

III. Oelltrol India comp~1sed tho wbole 01 tbe O.ngetle ProvlnCOll from Thaneawar 
to the he.d of the Delta.nd from tbo Hlmala,.. mountal,n" to tile baBka of t he Narbada. 

IV. &utern Indfu eOmpri.ed Aaaam and Bonpl Proper lnclllding the whole 01 the 
Delta at the Oauges together with B.ambalpnr. Ori."a .nd G. n.jllm. 

V. SOlltMrll lndiG comprill6d the whole 01 the Peniu80la lrom Nulka 0J1 the_t 
aod Gauj'lII on tbe eaat, to cape Komarl (Comorlu) on the sooth, iucludinC tbe M04e~1\ 
OJ.triets of 8oral' and Tellopna, ·)fabblabt ... and the Konho, with the up ....... 
,tatea of Baldarab"d, MYlIOl'e aod T ... vanoo!'e or very nearl), the whole at the Peoinillila 
to the louth of tile Narbada and MaUnadi rivei'll:' 

Mr. Cunningham bdieves that the tradition of the five Great Proviocea 
waa very popular in ancient India. at any rate among the educated clas.e •. 
And if the authors of the Sukra cycle rollowed that tradition in referring to 

the land of Yav"nas and the other rtgions of customs lh:lt would be regarded 
al immoral and heinous according to the normal standard of life and uanner~ 
obtaining in the country for which their work was being wrillen, the trea~i.se 

excludes practically t~e whole of India from its purview and would have to be 
referred to some spot in EtuJun 1m/ill. But is it probable that the author, 
ha~e ~d tlte ,,./lJyaguUtlrtJ. (north and wes t or north·west 1)., tbe ~fldlly,,!,· 
~,jll, tbt ddi,i,4Jya and the .ttflr. in the technical tenSe of the terms .. 
,rvel) in either Vishnu Purana or the Cbia~ pilrrim'. accouDb 'I . . ".fbe: 



qaation iovolYCI.ruCer issues and cannot be decided before the followiog 
,problems are aolve<i :_ 

(I) The Ethnology of the Yavana'! and Iheir PhUo50phy. 

(2) The regions and races which allowed beef-eating to artisan' and 
artist.; and fish-eating to men. 

(3) The regions and racell whicb "Howed Ihe marriagc of maternal 
uncles'daughters by BrahmalJas, 

(4) The regiolls and races which did not cOllsider /'t:male menstruation 
as a pollution, 

(5) The region:l and races which did not object 10 the drinking of wines 
by women. 

(6) The regions and races in which unchastiiy was not regarded asa sin. 

VAVANAS, ' 

Ir we are to de termine the geography of lhe Yavallai after solving 
the question of their race and religion, the problem wiil not be :lolved at 
all. The YllolI,llImala' or the philosophy of the Vavanas hn'S been dcscribr.d 
in Sukra ,.iti as the thirty-first Vit(y4 "which recognises God a~ the invi5ib!e 
creator of this Universe and rccognise~ virtues and vices with out reference 
to Sruli alld Smriti, allo.] which believes that Sruti contains a separate 
religious system." This description of Yavanism as a nOll-ved ic, monotheistic 
religion is 'too wide', and as Mr. Oppert discusses in hi-; short Preface 
to the Text of Sukral1Ui Sdrd, published by the Madras Government in 
18S" rna)' be mllde to apply (I) to the Mosaic religion, ( 1) to Mahometanism, 
(J) to Christianity, (4) to the religion of the ancient Persians; and even 
(5) to the religion of the Hindus" who contend that they only r evele the 
god-head in une plrticulnr manlrestation, but that they do not admit or 
II plurality of gods." But Mr. Oppert's contention thnt YalJIJllamlJla may 
refer even to Hinduism is certainly errQIlCOUS, sillce no form oC Hinduism 
ignores Sr/l/l and Smrili and belicves that SruLi contains a separate religious 
system-conditioll!ii essential to Vavana philosophy. In any case, to argue 
definitely from the tenets and doctrines of this creed as to the race and 
natioDality of the people professing it is impossible. 

As Cor the abode or habitat of this race it is mentioned that the people are 
• pratyaguttaravAsinah," This word may be interpreted in two ways according 
as the compound is taken to be of the Karmadharaya type or oC the Dwanfiwa 
type. In the first cue, the Yavanas are a people who live in the north-wesi. 
In the second case, they live bolh in the north and in the w~t (pr'alyak). Mr. 
Oppert takes it in the first sense. I take it in tbe second. But either way we 
are pot left any the wiser regarding tbe religion or the people indicated by the 
term. For in different agetl different peopletl profeuillg different faiths, Jewiah, 
Hellellic, Chris tian, and Mahometan, have been Inhabitallta Or. 'the region~ 

I B\l.kra IV, II, lU-U., • allkn IV, v, '1{-75. 
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implied by the nortb, west, and north.weat. The pre-c.oudition · for 6xing the 
precise ~bnology of V.vaDas, therdon~. is the uact date 01 Sukr(J1'i(,~ which 
for a long time yet, is sure to be' begging the question: 

Dr. RAjelldralal Mitra, in his second volume of lndo--Aryans after a pro· 
tracted disquis ition, arrives at the following conclusions regarding the Va\·an.a: 

.. Tht originaUy the term YaVlI.1l1 WM the name or a country and of its people too 
the ... eat 01 Kandu&r,-w.hieh may _ve been Arabia, or P"fllia or Medea, or Anyria
probably Ule iut.. · 

(S) That 8ubeequ6ntly it became tho name of ail tholo ph.nes. 

(I) That at. later date it Indicated a ll tbe (lJI8t.e18f16 racOil to tho WClt ot tbe Indo!! 
inoludlng tbe Arab. a nd the Aliatie Greoh and tbfl Egyptian •• 

(4) 'rut the lndo-Greck Kings of Afghaniltan 'Were 11.1110 probably Indicatad by the 
UOIelu.me. 

(6) That there 1.8 not a tittle ot e .. W,nce to abow iliat it wu at anyone time the 

exolullive name of the Greeks. 

(8) That it ill impOfillilole now to infer fl'Om the " eo of tbo t erOl Ya\'ana ilie euet 
nationality indicatod in Sall4krit worka." 

i3EEf ANI) FI SH, 

If the above ,discussion does not leave us Oll any solid ground liS to the 
geograph ical facts aud phenomena of i ndIa, the preCise delimitation of areas 
within which certain abnormal liocial and religious customs are allowed is none 
the mOle easy. Take, for instance, beef-eating, which has been described as the 
peculiar custom of the artists and artisans 01 the mUI/h)'addu, or fish-eating, wh ich 
is descr ibed as the special charllclen~lic of the people generally of the same 
tract. Both in Vedic and ~ubsequent Indlall li terature the slaugh ter of lInimllls 
for food has been repeatedly menlloned. l'rillcl pal P, T. Srinivas i yellgar 
writes in his LIft jn Ancimt india jn the Age Of fh t Manfra~: 

"Horael (A,V.vi, 71,1), bulls (R.Y, i. UI4. 43), buJl'8 ]oeB (It. V, ,.e. '1). rams (Jt.V, X.21. 17) 
and goata ( R. V. i. 162.S) wore killed on ~Iaugbtel'-benebos (R.Y.J: 86.18), oooked in caldrons 
(R. V.iii. IUI.i':) and caton. The Citing or bbe. and bird", mUlt hIve a]1JO prev.ailod:' 

Dr, R. Mitra also is strQJlg]y of opin ion that beef-eating was uni versally 
allowed in ancient India and proves iI by refer ring 10 Uflar6ma-chanta, 
Smrihs, Ma"usamhita, AsoRa's Idi,/s, Mahdhh6rala, Rcfmcfyal}a, ChaNlRa, 
SU8rf4la, Ka/pa and Gn'hya Sulras. 

" ,&,wll&ysna emphaticilly ordailll that no _dhllptlrka ahould beeelebrat..ed withoot 
.fteeh(1):' The author of the NMarillhiya Pmyoga_p<irlj<itu has copied verhatig) ' 
1' ''.''111111.'1 role lbout the nee_ity of eatlog boor at tho Madbuparka oeremolll, but 
qualille4 it b,ft quotation from .4dil!l"pardna whicb l3yB ili.t in the present , .. Ii ace the 
madhuplU'ka .hould be celebrated wltbol1t a]aughter;n •• cow, The qllotatioll b .. bee... 
ri,_d le~ by rua .. ra, Hamid .. ; aud other compllell." .. Tho Bribl!lll'~la 
Purtna follewa t.Ite ftOOVtl VtI1'J oIOll8]y," 

Both illt Upa-pur4'f(1$ are, accordiug 10 Dr. Mi'ra~ lIot abo~ eleveo or 
'wel~ btt~ yeara old. The author ofthe NinjtJ'fasinjllu .rgue. :. 

.. Tlie JI1aqbter of . ~ nUalll4 large lbeep for BnilIIWII t'ened III Uie l V6du, 
~ f.d1 ordalned, lIIolll4 DOt be dime. belDe ~ b, t.Iae p.bHe." 
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Dr. Mitr.'. e:rplaoaticln' of the ' prohibition of 'bed-eatinl liea in tbe r.et 

" tbat when the Brahmans bad to contend _.aiolt Buddhism, wbich emphaticall, 
and 10 Aucccu fu\)y deootmced aU .. crilice:s, tbey rouod the doctrine of rupee! 
(or animal life too Strong and popular to be overcome, and therefore gradually 
Ind iD'!Ipcreeptibly adopted it in luch 4 manner IS to mike it appear • part 
of their S'sInJ." 

The Jioes in Sukrantti, therefore, referring to the cUltom of beef-eating as 
confined within a certain class of people in cerrain tracts of India called rIIadhytl

tid_ must have been w r i tlen by a person, if Or. Mitra's theory is 10 be accepted, 
who lived in an environment that had long been disciplined in thcsemimcnts and 
traditions brought on by the ascendancy of Buddhism. MadhyadeQa, therefore, 
, hould mean the land that forsook these humanitarian ideals tong before other 
parts had become callous to them. Eastem India" as described in connex-ion 
with Hiouen Tsang's travels was the land that received Buddhistic influence 
earlier and more powerfully than other paris of i'ldia, and it may be surmised 
that the author oflhe line .. referred to was writing (rom his home in Eastenl 
India about the Ct""a/India as descr ibed in the Chinese itinerary, when he 
was thinldug of b«:( and fish as food. 

Mah4mahop3.dhy~ya HaTaprasad S;1,str~ ill his Introduct ion to Mr. Nagendra 
Nath Vasu's Modt ", Buddltism, thus bears testimony 10 the st rength of 
Buddhism in Eastern India: 

" Ynan Obuang lells na that tbere were oon tbollQud Sangbob.lm&8 with a hUOMed 
thou"lId Bhil<slnu io Bongal. 1'0 support this Va!ll~ moudicant papalat iDD at I_t tea 
miJljonll of lay f~mHi811 were required, a.nd they woold be all Boddhiets .... MOM th .... 
lhree-fonrtbl! of the population at Bongal wore Boddbiata. F'IU one hundred years after 
Ynaa Chuang, tho original ll.ve prog0DitoTB of tho prescnt Ridhiya and VlroDdra BrlhmlOoDa 
In Beo,.1 elm6 from Kanej. Tbeir roligion wa, not a pl'Ollolytilliog onf!. In tbe mlddlo 
or the twelfth oeotu!'y Halllia Ben took a cenaua of the descendlnts ot thesa ft .. o Bnhmlns 
and he fOl1lld lIIliy6iglit hundred hmilies in an. They lived mlntly on grants 01 lalld 
made to them by tile Rijis. ··· But they taroly intotferecl witb other people·! religion . 
•• • The Dll'8Se! were almost entirely left in the banda ot the Buddblst., both married and 
DDmanied • ••• Tile mon ... tefiOll at Nllanda, Yiluama&ilt, ;ragaddala and otber placea Wfll'fl 

the IMIIJt ItODlioaries lor tbe dift'asioD of Boddbiatic lea miog and Bnddbiatie religioo. It 
wu trom these 1.II0eaato!'i"" that Tibet. Bllrma, Ceylon and Moogolia received their 
Bnddhlat preachers aud Buddhi8t ant.bou and b analators. ·.. In the twellLb oentD17 
there were the lollowlng forlDa of religion In Bengal and in BlLl!tern India :-

L Brabul\niaOl. It wae toilowod by!lOO famili"" of lUdhiy& and YlreDdr& Brulluia. 
8114 abollt a hundred h.will .. ef other Brahm ... ", the deacendaDU; of many Klyaetll .. flu 
oacae hom the _t and tho.eot lo_r 01_ who llened tlIo talDllIetI . 

• Indo-.uyall" VolU, pp. 16'·88 . 
• See the _tribDtlon.a of Mahlmahop'dh"'ya lIan.pruld SliIlUi to tbe ~OUl'!lal of 

the .ulatlo Sooloty of Bengal, No 1. 1$6, aDd Prooeed.ioa- or the Society r • .oeoe.bv, 
UN. Paodlt a..~ .... explained .. "ow file "tlig~ tmlM ezi.fi!d (" .... tem INi6a , • 
.- .pkllClow I...",. 600 B. O. to 1200 .A . D. ~ hall UDder the iDflleDDe 01 "w OOIUlitJou 
_threw,,,, to ~utt there In new Dama. Dlldor vulo ... gubM ovea to the pl'llMllt 4aT_ Ttd • 
• tIler .. peat of the qnlllJtlDIl hu been d'-ollMed hy Mr. N~ V ... alBo i. 
Iab.u~~-; 
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t. DiaailllL Th'- "' ... folio,," 01\ the Weat or the OaogM &lid eapeelaUy 10 

"""k. 
a:. M ..... y1Da. It wu. religion of the blgh6J' claM Buddhist mOllklland bigbt)'l' cl .. 

BII~¥tY. 

•• V.jrly&lla, Thl, "' .. the religion of the middle 01... maO "nd_ the married 
Boddb.ilIt clergy, 

Ii. NUh;'lD, whick " .. a profeaae<l by the Yogis who bad Dllmero\lll '0110 __ amongst 
tbe Boddbiata 60.1. few amoDI tho Brahmlnl.tIl. 

t. The Sabajiy. colt. It bad lIumerooll follower. belo"" t~t! oUddl~l_ Bulldhiate 
and 1101118 .... oog tbe lower cla811 Brahmillillts. 

7. Tintriam. It had it. folLow01'llIlm(lng.n ol.aael):. bot among the higber 018.1168. 
It was .. nblldiary" orm of WDl'Ilhip, among the lo .... er it was· the chief form. 

8, The K' lllebakdyana. It wall purety 8uddhiflt and ... ore. religioll of fear tJlau of 
)o'l'e and wu followed by tbe lowest claaaus." 

Mr. DinC:lSchandra Sen, also, j'n his celebrated History 0/ Benca/i LUtr
afll,e (both in.Bc:ngali and Euglish) has adduccd fresh facts in support of the 
Sastri's theory about the s urvival of Buddhi!;m among the lower order;; in 

Eastern India. He has referred to Bengali works of the period from 13th 
century, the age of the so-called annih ilat ion of Buddhists by the Musalmans, 
to the '7th century. Nagendranath Vasu's Mode"" Buddhism is an account of 
still extant forms of that cult in the hill-tracts of Orissa. In Mr, Sen's monu
mental work we have been supplied with some of tile more important fc!atures 
of Buddhistic faith that may be detected from all analysis of ( I) the SUHyapurd{la 
of RamAi Pandit published by the Sangiya SAhitya Parishat of Calcutta, (I) the 
Bengali passages occurring in the Sanskrit works of loth·llth cent., (3) the 
Chary4 charyaviHischaya of KAnu Bhatia, discovered by the Sastri in Nepal, (4) 

the Lay of MAnikciJAnd published in the J oulnal of the A,.ia lic Society of Bengal 
(belonging according to Grierson, to the 14th, bUI according 10 Sen, to 11th-nth 

cent,), (5) the folk-songs about Govinda Chandra compiled by a rustic poel, 
(6) the agricultural maxims of Khan!, and (1) astrological lore of Dalla, both of 
which mus l be considerably anterior \ 0 Manikchand. 

Another scholarly and highly o~iginal Bengali publicat ion of reccnt limes 
which throws a flood of light on Mediaewl Buddhism and Ihe processes of trans· 
formation by which it merged into, and -was replaced dr cons iderably eclipsed 
by, 'Hinduism is Ihe history of GQtHbhird, I a Saiva fcslival of the people in North 
lkllg_l, by Mr. HaridAsa Pilit of Ihe District Council of National Education, 
MaIda. This work may be looked upon more or lelll as a connected hililory of 
socio.religious life of Eastern India. The researches embodied in it go furtber 
than 6upplyiog Dew da,l. corroborating the hypothesis of Ihe Slslri; for 'it proves 

• The mat.erbla IIIIpplied b,. !ofr. l" lit ID tha learned work fl'OEII II fll'Iltr-ba.od .titdi 
of lM~bIe BeDpll and Aal)ablt M_ .. tTadlbl(HHI .. d tolQaAp u pl'tl't'lIlIlo. in Norib. 
.... Wee(; Be. (calJ.ed Va-rettdra aDd Ho4dK4I) .. "tdl .. Ori ... h .... e beoeo 1I~i1iMd bl tile 
p~t-:.vtbor; for hili fort.lroOOGl!~ vork, -"Stoldice ia SiodQ UtMtItllR-Llteraq IIIId 
~" A few chaptel:' boQl t.Ila hne beeI:I PllbJ1abed In 7'IIe VNMI MOlfUi .. . 
~); ".. Jfecknl WOl'~ (lbIIna), aD4 ~ OoJupr. (GlIGIl*). · , 



thft the worship 0( !:\iva. by the orthodox Hindus of to.da, with such 'peculiar 
con.iituliooal. doctrillal and devotional features as arc associated with the ; 
~1cu-4. Gdja_ alld other ceremonies, is nothing diflerent from, but really a 
descendant or another form or, the worship of Dharma, the medi8l!;va\ Buddha, 
popu\ariacd by Rama; P~lldit, IInd that the wh~e laboratory of Buddhalogy 
and paraphernalia of Buddhistic ceremonialism have been utilised by and 
transformed into the modern socio-religious institutions of the Hindus, Modern 
Qaiva-eum-~ktaism is thus traced by the lIuthor through the Yoga.Tantrie 
phue of Mahlyana-cum-Brahmllnism back to the Vedic period of tbe "imple 
Worship of Rudra, Rudra_agnis, &c. . 

That Buddhism was decaying in Central and Southern India, while it 
noudshed vigorously in Bi,liar and Bengal, would be evident from the following 
extracts {rom Mr. Vincent Smith's Early History Dj f,tdia : 

'.' T~e Brahmaoleal reaction agains~ Buddhl-'llll bad begnn.t. t.lme co".iderl,bly 
... Uer than that ot F.lhlon'a' t ravels (405-11 A. n.); and Indian Boddhi,m tva .. aJraady 
ojiooll the down •• lII path." 

.. BuddhislII ... as l'isibly waning in tho day~ of I:latllha alld HOlien "or, .. ng . .... "It had 
oen.lnly 1000t Ita dominant poooitioll in tho O .. nsetic plain which it h .. d once held. a •• 
The saoritlcial form or the Hindn religion recei.OO IlpcCial attontion .... , BuddhillUl .. 
a popul.r religion in Bihar, ill tlllit ·abode in Upper ludia, sonth of the Himala.flll, .... u 
deetroyed. "n08 a.a for all by the IWOM of A -'lingle Mu~sahuan adventurer (lHIS A, n.)." 

According to Dr. Mttra, thercrorc, the prohIbition of beef and meat as food 
lIod the cousideration of people takulg to them as fo]J owlIlg an abnormal practice 
must be ascribed to Ihe infl uence of Buddhislic euvirollment in Easlern India as 
I have su~geated above. 

MATERNAL UN\.: LE'S DAUGH.TER. 

The marriage and other social customs mentioned above do not raise mallY 
difficulties. Aillong Marathas and Madrasis, evell to.day, Brahmans may marry 
maternal uncle's daughters-an abnorma l custom according to SUkra. The 
tndit;on is preserved in a familiar Sanskrit sloka ' dak~il}e maluh.kanya, uttare 
mansabnojanam,' which de!'iCdbes the stJuthern custom regarding marriage 
toaether with the northern regarding lOeat as food. The term DAlt~il)atya, 

therefore, used in the Slik"'lII~i, for the abode of such Brahmans as follow this 
abnormal custom, refers both to what is now called the Deccan plateau as well 
as Southern ludia, as it did according to the division of India inco five greilt , 
provinc~ in Houen Tung's t ime. There is no doubt that by ~bis term the 
Northerner (or East Indial11) Sukra refers to the Deccani (Chalukya, R.i.!>" 
trakuta), Andhr. (Telugu.) and Chala (Tamil) Brabntans of his age. 

WINES. 

As (or what Sukracharyya considers to be the abnormal .practice of the 
d.ri:Jking of wines by femalis, definite information on the point i. ntlt easuy 
available. Dr. Milrahal proved the practice to be universal by ~rerences to 
,be RamaY.f)&' Mah.bhArata, Buddhist works, tbcworks or Kalidtsa and Mtcba. 

lleooa4 Jild,ltJOII., pp. S88, S8'l, 118, 170. Sue.lto Alyqar'. ""~ ~ "."" . 
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Putlnas and Tantru. Hut the fact that it should be regarded .. eulusiYely 
the practice of the fem ale sex of I particular country cannot he a. tilf.cloTHy 
e:a-plaiocd in the present state of our knowledge regarding the locial life of 
ancient and medieyal India. Sukra may, Iherdure, be taken at his word when 
be "mentions the north IS the locality of the c ustom. And there is no 
objection to referring this north to the northern d ivision of H iouen Tsang, 

The sa me: arguments apply to the llon·f)bservance of menstruat ion as 
ce~;monial!y ullcleall, and yield the same conclusions about its locaiily. 

U I'ICHASTIT'r. 

The unchast ity of women 1 has been referred to sever" time!> in Vedic and 
other H indu literature. But it is not easy to locate it somewhere .s the area 
11\ which ~ it is particularly conn ived at. Sukra~s st.teme~t that it i~ the 
eharaderistic of the women of Madhyadelia may, ther~fon:, be taken for wbat 
it is worth. And in the absenc:!e of p~siuve eVIdences for or against, this 
madllyadeBa may be taken to be the Central India of the Chinese pilgrim. 

EAST INDIAN l.OCAl.[ OF SUKRANITI . 

The study uf the di rection!; and dIvis ions of India ment ioned in the 
Subaniti leads to a tentative hypothesis a~ to the horne of the authors of the 
Sukra cycle. We have to fix upon a region, with rejertlf&e to which the writer 
may s imultaneously mention the north, west, central and ~outh , as the quarters 
~r divisions where certa in customs and practices obtain which "deserve penance' 
and punishment" in the normal region that sets the standard. 

No Southerner would regard a southern practice as out of the way and be
yond the' norm.' T he same comiideratloll applies to the westerner,- Ilorcheroer, 
&c. The only region or quarter tltat has not been mentioned must therefore 
be the land of Sukra's • normal' social life, and th is is the Eastern. 

The argu ment ftom the' abuormal' practices leavcs 11 0 doubt as to the 
normal region in which the treatise was composed. As to the spot also with 
reference to wh Ich the quarters of Iudla and ihc posit iolls of the region.' arc: 
I;Ilcntioned, there can be no difficulty. We may place it in Eastern India, if 
we lIuppose that north, west, centre aud south were belllg mentioned in the 
technical sellse of the terms as used by Hiouen Tsang. "{he Easterner ver.5cd 
ip tec~Bical terminology would mean by north not the Tibetan Himalayu
bl,1t the Punjab alld Kashmir, Himalayas, &c., by the west not the m9dern 
U; 1"'. but Sindh. Rajputana. &c., by the central the regious marked out by 
t'~o\lCn T&anK comprisillg U. P., Bc;har, C. P. o( moderll times, and by the soutb 
~c; wbolcofSol,lth India beyond tbe NarbadL The Mad"JItI (centre) wouli:l 
tbUl always be tbe c~n!.re of Iudia, the North always the Nortb~ of ~ rlJdiJ, •. the 
~,,~ or South the whole of.Southern India. 

Bttt 'onemigbt argue that, if the technical meuing of the terms be ta"':eo, 
tbere eio b~' uo objection to the author of Ihe lines referred to ~lpg a . outhern
er also. say a Chola or an Andhra, belonging to any p;rt . d1' Iodia, for he ia" 

" L'klha IV, Y, ... 
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~~Jibcrt' to Ute the terms in the lame MO&e from all place.. The objeeliOD 
i. ~rutod by the other cOllsideralion about the normal and abnormal CUIloma 
jUt diacussed. Thull though the Southerner may call the man of the Punjab 
&09 Kashmir, &::., Qortherners in the 5!?Ceial senllC, and the: other parts of India 
c:s.dijdi", RAjpulAna, &c_ on the west and Bengal, &c, on the east by the special 
name of Central India, and describe himselr as a. southerner in the tec:hnica~ 

teRle: given with ,defence to the: whole oj India (which ill not likely), it is 1101 
it~lI probable that he would look upon the southerners, or his own countrymen 
.. iIIulStrating' . social practice that is beyond the' norm.' The same considera. 
lion goes &&:ainst the author being a • north '-man or a 'Madhyadeal'.man. 

Thi" process of relsonin, is adopted by George Buhler l to prove that 
Apbtamba is a southerner, Th;s," Apa5lamba says (011. II, 7, 17,11) tbat the 
custom or pouring w.Ater· in the hands 01 Brahmanas invited to a Sraddha 
prevails among the northerners, and he indicates thereby that he himself does 
not belong to the north of Iudia. If this statement is taken together witb 
the above stated facts whicl1 - lenn to show that the Apastambiyas were and 
are restricted to the south of India, the most probable n;terpretation wbicb 
.hould be pul on it is that Apaslamba declares himself In be a southerner." 

(6) Olhlr La"ds. 

Whatever be the -value of the hypothes is as to the author of Sukro,.lti 
beiDI an Easterner, as understood by tlu: Chinese pilgrims, and also by the 
Ilidians of the early Christian era, one thing is dear. The geographical know
ledge displayed by SukrAcharyya is uot confilled 10 a particular area. The 
poet5 of the Sukra cycle a re not home-bred men, their intellectual horizon covers 
the whole ofJndia. They can think at once of th e four quarters of the mother
land, even though conventionally. This has been apparent from the discussion 
in the preceding.Gub-seetion. 

TtJat they were cognisant of I new men, strauge {aces, other minds' aud 
did not tbink ellclusively of the local area that was tine scene of their activities 
would be indicated by Klleral passages in the Slikraniti,· which mention, 
though indefinitely~ regions, religions and languages other than their own. 
Thus among the quali6cations of the clerk or scribe" is mentioned tllat of 
"knoWing of the differences in countries and languages." The statemenl 
~h.t the syatem of measurem.el\~·· varic!'> with countrie.s points to t~. same 
experience 01 the writer beyond his owo 'couotry.' The practice of undertak
in, di. tantlours ii suggested by the advice that "in foreiCn lands the folJoW.. 
iQc ,i'; are useful to men_wife wilhout child, good conveyance, tbe bearer; 
the auard or (uide, the knowledge that can be of usc in -relieving others' 
ll'Iiserie., 'and aD active aenant."" This practiee of travel and life abroad 
is .also indicated by tbe idea that .. the '."an· who is not in a ItranCe 

. 1 Pp, S1I.'Ilil·\,.. lIltrodlictiQII. to Ap:u1al!lba arid 04td_ in the Sae1'IM!I Bona ol tA. 
BaIt IariN. 

• 8Q: ... n, &47..&48; IV, 81-82 • 
• 8~ 0."""-118. 

• Blllrra til, 6860G,., • 
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