THE POSITIVE BACKGROUNDY

OF

HINDU SOCIOLOGY
BOOK L—NON-POLITICALL

BY
Pror, BENOY KUMAR SARKAR, M.A.

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF EDUCATION, BENGAL,
AUTHOR OF ‘THE SCIENCE OF HISTORY AND THE HOPE OF MANKIND, ‘INTRODUCTION TO THB
SCIENCE OF EDGCATION,' ‘SANSERIT TAUGHT WITHOUT GRAMMAR,'
&, &,

WITH APPENDICES

BY

Dr. BRAJENDRANATH SEAL, M.A., Pn.D.

KING GEORGE V. 'PROFESSNR OF PHILOSOPHY IN THE UNIVERSITY OF CALCUTTA,

PUBLIGHED BY
THE PANINI OFFICE, BHUVANESWARI ASRAMA, BAHADURGANJ

Hllababad .
PRINTED BY APURVA Knlgau'a Bose AT THE INDIAR Prege
1914



Pt
-~

L

m ,Efuzaqa h
(\ \\f? Cate. [2.00]/ f

N

\f!“ " —— ‘L/.
A AL 3
G .I" *[Trn (,'
""‘-._" -



TO THE MEMORY OF
THE LATE ANTIQUARIAN AND ART-CRITIC,

Dr. RAJENDRALALA MITRA,

THE FIRST INDIAN SCHOLAR. AND THE FATHER OF THE NATIONAL SCHOOL
OF INDIAN HISTORICAL RESEARCH

AND
(THE LATE SCIENTIST)
Dr. UDAY CHAND DUTT,

THE PIONEER OF INVESTIGATIONS REGARDING THE CHEMICO-MEDICAL
AND MEDICO-BOTANICAL ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE HINDUS

AND
TO THE DISTINGUISHED SAVANT,

Dr. BRAJENDRANATH SEAL,

A LIVING ENCYCLOPZEDIA OF MODERN SCIENCES AND ORIENTAL Vidyas,
THE APOSTLE OF HINDU CULTURE. AND INSPIRER OF
YOUNG INDIA IN PHILOSOPHICO.-COMPARATIVE
STUDIES
THIS SMALL TRIBUTE OF SINCERE APPRECIATION AND
GENUINE REGARD
IS MOST RESPECTFULLY
DEDICATED
BY THEIR HUMBLE ADMIRER,

THE AUTHOR.



CONTENTS.

FoREWORD e
BOOK I.—NON-POLITICAL.
CHAPTER I.

Relativity of the Nitisastras,
8goTION 1. —Hindu Culture and Sociology in SBukraniti =

n 2. —Landmarks in the History of Hindu Political Develupment.

» 3. —Milestones in the History of Hindu Political Bpeculation
(a) Arthasdstra P
{b) Eémandaki Niti ... o
(c) Other works s
{d) Bmriti B4stras
() Traditional Abridgment of Nlt.lsﬁutraa

() Yuktikalpataru
(g) Hindu Rijneet in Ayeen Akban

r

" 4,—Unity and Diversity in Indian national life
»  B.—Preliminary spade-work
CHAPTER 11,
The Data of Anclent Indian Geography.
RMECTION 1.—Bukraniti as a source of Geographical Information ...

2.—General-Geographical Facts

(a) The Quarters and Divisions of India ... -
Yavanas :
Beef and Fish ...
Maternal Uncle's Daughmr .-
Wines . v -
'Unuhutity . e e
Bast Indian locale orﬂukranibi

(b) Other lands e ree e

(c) Definite names
(i) Bimhala -

(1i) Gandaka
(ili) Daksindtya ... -
(iv) Madhyadeda ...
(v) Ehada e . o "
» 8—General Aupwt of the comntry -
(a) Hills. . a0 e -
(b) Rivers K -

(¢) Beas ... " e i

8%8 u3=gE 2xus

ix

. XiX

-

19

-]



BaorioN 4.~Olimate and Boils

8eovioN 1.—Sakraniti as a source of Ethnological Information

I, Meteorology... e
Heavenly Bodies
The Bun - ws
The Moon
The Atmosphere
The Clouds ...
The Beasons ...
1I. Geology -
5.~Flora and Fauna
(1) Plants ...
(2) Animals

CHAPTER III,

The Data of Anoclent Indlan Ethnology.

9.—The Haces
Yavanas
Mlechchhas
The Demi-gods
Forest Tribes
Aryas ..
8.—Identification
Yavanas ...
Mlechehhas
Aryas
Kirdtas
Rikgasas and Pisichas
Asuras

CHAPTER IV.

The Data of Anclent Indian Mineralogy.

‘SeoTioN 1.~Sukraniti as the * Architectonic Science
2.—The Bynthetic Philosophy of Sukrichéryya

8.—The Place of Mireralogy in Sukraniti
4,—History of Hindu Mineralogy

(a) Literature on Metals
I. Vedio Liserature v
I1. Ayuarvedic Literature
IIL Tantrio'Literature ...
1V, -Modern Literature

B.—History of Hindu Mineralogy (cantd.)
(b) Literature on Gems
1. Vedic Period
II. Olassical Period
11, Péla-Chola or Tantric Period
IV, Modern Period

.

.

aaaaass:s-g

49

49

50
51
52
52

g58

57
b7
58

80
61

64
87

70
71

78
78
Tt
75



(i)

‘Page.
WoTION 6,—General Remarks on Metallurgy in Hindu life and thought .. 7
Extent and Importance * "
Ornaments - 7
Bukea on Mining and Hetallnrgy s Bl
Metale and Btones in Minor arts ki s 88
7.—The Doctrine of S8even Metals ... -1
Vedio Period w BB
Charaka-Susruta - 80
The Dootrine of 8ix Metals (contd,) e 88
The 14th century i w87
Bubsequent Notions ... . BB
Explanation of the number seven o B0
*® 8,—The Economic Mlnamlogy of SukrgchAryya's lndia ... 90
{¢) The Pure Metals - i 80
(i) Gold i Bl
Testing ... . ol
As Wealth and Money... 92
Usce of Gold 1]
The State in relation to Gold 1
Exchange-Value 94
(ii) Bilver 28
(ili) Copper a7
{iv) Iron ik =] o %
(v) Tin e BB
(vi) Lead 100
(vii) Zine 101
(b) The Alloys 102
» §.—General remarks on Goms in Sukraniti ... we 102
» 10.—The Doctrine of Nine Gems 107
(a) Vedic Literature... e 10D
(b) Ayurvedic Literature w109
(c) Varihamihira . - w111
(d) The Parfnas s W 112
(e) Bripati, the Astronomer e 112
(f) Bubsequent Literature B . e w118
(g) Recapitulation ... a8 o v w114
» 11L=The Economic Mineralogy of Sukriuh&rm s India ... w118
The Mah&ratnas i i 116
(i) Vajra or Dismond e 55 e 118
(i) Muitd or Pearls . 117
(iii) Minikya or Ruby i w130
{iv) Pichi, Marakata, Girutmata or llmmld e 120
(v) Indranila or Bapphire ... Sid e 131
(vi) Vaiduryya ... oy _ . 181
(vii) Pugyariga or Topaz . 1IN
(wiii) Gomeds w131

(B} antla, Vifiruma oy 09“1 vee ary ot m__



. Page,
BEOTION u—%um . 122
"1, Bulphur . 122
2. Qlass w12
8, Alkalies we 136
4, Btones Fon i i oo W 120
CHAPTER V.

The Data of Ancient Indfan Botany.
8rorion 1 —Bokranitl as a source of Botanical Information e 130
»  2~Identification of the SBukra Flora s .. 180
(a) The Phalinah or Fruit-bearing Trees . . 181
(b) The Aranyaka Trees . 186
{c) Other Plants wy 141
»  8.—The Locale of Sukraniti . o 144
1. ‘Botanical Statistics ' applied to Eukranﬂ.i . 144
2. Ecological Evidencos . 148
(a) Gujrat Flora and Sukra Flora .. . 148
(#) Bengal (Gangetic Plain) Flora and Sukra F!ora‘ e 149
(c) Bouth Indian Flora and Sukra Flora e 150
{d) Indus Plain Flora and 8ukra Flora .. 151
8. Literary Evidences = .. 163
(a) Vedic Flora and Sukra Flora .. w158
(b) Charaka Flora and Sukra Flom e 1686
{c) VarAha Flora and Sukra Flora .. 158
(d) Kalidasie Flora and Sukra Flora . 169
4. COoncluding Remarks o . 180
It 4,—Foreatry ... o .. 161
(a) Non-Economie ... .o 181
(b) Economic . 168
Uses of Plants . 168
Wines Vo w168
Plants in relation to ot-hm- Enlﬁa . 167
{c) Administration ... A . .. 168
»  b.—Horti-Flori-Arbori-culture ue - . 1T
(a) Bukrfchiryya on Practical Gardening e 172
(b) Varfhamihira on Ecology ... we 178
(c) Bukra versus Variha e R
(d) Hindu Phyto-pathology o .. 176
(e) The Luther Burbank of Hindu India ... w 1T7
{f) Botany in Fine Arts i w179

»w  8.—Agriculture

(u) Agricultural Opeupation, Population and Tenure . 180
(b) The Crops i i ies i .. 182
(1) The Cereals* 184
Vrihi W 184
Godhuma ... i ® e e . 184
Yava e - e . 185

% Tha arrangement and marking of topies on pp. 184-188:should be corrected and reéad
" as given here,



( v)

(ii) The Pulses® - !1‘:‘.
. Baktn . 185
(iii) Oll-seeds* e . 188
(iv) Other Planta® e « 188
(a) Bugarcanes w188
(b) Bamboos . 188
(c) Tuls or Cotton ao . 188
(28) Arka we 187
(e) Indigo - 187
(f) Betel . 187
(g) Ginda . 188
(h) Lotus . 188
(i) Citron .. 188
(/) Rati (Abrus preoat-arlns) . 188
BBOTION 7.—Botany as Beience ... - e e w 1B
»  8.—Preliminary Survey of Hindu Botany w190
1. Lines of Inguiry e we 180
2. The so-called * Indian Botany " of t.o-d.ly . 188
8. Bummary of Researches in Hindu Botany e 107
(a) Gondal a . s w187
(b) Dr,8en ... w199
(c) Prof. Chatterji o 200
(d) Other Scholars e 200
APPENDIX A,
(e) Dr. Seal i w308
4. Concluding Remarks ... w207
CHRAPTER VI
The Data of Anclent Indian Zoology.
8BcTI0N 1.—The Becular Seiences of the Hindus . w208
w  3.—The Alleged Decline of Hindu Intellect ... w309
»w  B.—The Zoological Lore of the Hindus i w218
(a) Brief Survey of Zoology in Europe ... we 218
(b) Vedic Fauna ... . 215
() Maurya Fauns .. e o N7
(d) The Fauna in Hlndn Polklora w219
(e) The Sacved Fauna w31
(f) The Fauna In Hindu At ... | .. o 124
(g) Vardbamihiran Fauna .. o 380
(8) Ayurvedic Fauna = - M
() Famns in Veterinary Literatarq ... o we 286
(A) Phlakipys or the Scienoe of Blephanta ... w155
{B) Bilihotes or the Bolense of Horses w 158

-mmmmawmmmm_mh;mm_mm
as given here, ’



"

J

"

APPENDIX B.”

() Zoological Taxonomy of the Rindus...
8a0TioN 4.—The Sukra Fauna ...

5,—Mammals in Bukraniti |

(a) Primates
(b) Oarnivora Wi 3
(c) Rodentia
(d) Ungulata
(e) Cetacea
0,—Aves in Sukraniti
(a) Passeres
(b) Coceyges
(¢) Psittaci
(d) Accipitres
(¢) Columbse
() Galline
(p) Gralle
(h) Anserees ves e
7.—Reptiles in Bukraniti

(a) Emydesauria ...
(b) Chelonin
(c) Bquamata
8,—Pisces in Bukraniti
8.—Invertebrates in Bukraniti e
19.—Agricultural Live-stock in SBukraniti
11.—Boonomio Zoology in Sukraniti
12.--The Animal-Corps In Sukraniti ...
13.~Horses
(o) Externsl Anatomy

(b) Mettle and worth s
(c) Omens e
(d) Breeds

(e} Training and Mauagemant.
(f) Grooming
(g) Forage
(k) Rulea ahout Hxercise ...
(1) Art of Training sas
(§) Btables and Trappings ..

14 ~—Hlephants

(a) Mettle and worth
(b) Omens - e
(c) Breeds
{d) Training and Hsmmnt
u,_o.mu snd Bulls © ., i

41

245
47
247
247

251
251
251
252
262

EEEER

170
272
274
276

278

S EEYE



( wi)

8norton  16.— The Anatomy of the Vertebrates
(a) Hindu Literature on Human Anatomy
1. The Nervans S8ystem of the Tantras
2, Osteology “
8. Varihamihira o i
APPENDIX OC.
4. Dr. Seal on Hiudu Physiology and Biology
(b) The Scientific Value of Hindu Anatomy - -
(c) Propagation of anatomical knowledge in Rindu India ...
(d) Human Anatomy in Bukraniti oy -
s Ae) External Anst-omy of Horses, Elqhant&. &c.
(i) Heights .. . - o
(ii) Lengths ... :
(iii) Cironmferences
(iv) Distances, breadth, &e,
(f) Dentition and Age of Animals s
w 17. isation'of Veterinary Department in the S8ukra Polity

APPENDICES BY DR, -BEAL,

A. Hinduo Ideas about Plants and Plant Life
Sgorion  1,—QOlassification of Plants
" 2.—Elementary Ideas of Plant Physiology "
B. Hindn Olassification of Animals o it
8ecrioN 1.—Olassification of Animals -~
% 2.—Re-capitulation e . . @
C. Hindu Physiology and Biology
Becrion 1.—Metabolism s
- 2~—Circulatory Bystem ... - i ik
" 8.—The Nervous Bystem in Uhamka..
i 4— i after the Tantras e i
% b —Ganghumc Oentres and Plexuses oy
W 8.—Nerve Cords and Fibres o e
" 7.—Automatic and Reflex Aetivity of the Organum -
" 8.—Fomtal Development ...
" 9.—Heredity ... oo - o
»  10~The Sex question ...
w  1l.—Life
D. Hindu Mechanies
Beomion  1.—Annalysis nf Motlon
" 2, —Motlon considered in relation to lts causges
" 8.—Cause of Motion P
% &—Motion of Fluids . = v
- 5.—Motion sscribed to adrigia -
w  6.—Measurement of Motion i W
& 7.~Notion of there axes ... - -
- B.—Relative Motion aee - o vie

" b.—Berial Motion ves ¢ T, e CY

$888EE 8

806 v

816
31b
318

818
818

848

EEERBERBIZ EEE



"!iiil

E. Hindu Aconstics .
Ssorion 1—Analysis of Sound ...

"y 2.— " " Vlbm uﬁﬂﬂ T
" 8.—Bcho .

" 4.—Pitch, intensity and blmbre

" b.—Muslcal Bound ey

" 6.—The Notes of the Diatonic Smlo

" 7.—Musical intervals e

e dan

§5555888%



FOREWORD.

The present volume is a part of 'The Positive Background of Hindu
Sociology' which is meant to be the Introduction to my English translation
of the Sanskrit work on Sociology entitled Su#raniti, published as Volume X111
of the * Sacred-Books of the Hindus’ Series, *The Positive Background " will
be divided into two books: (1) Nou\-Politica! and (a) Political.

Besides the six chapters presented in this volume, Book I (Non-Political) will
comprise ;—

Chapter VII,—The Data of ancient Indian Art (Architecture, Sculpture

and Painting).

Chapter VIll.—The Data of ancient Indian morals and manners (includ-

ing socio-religious rites and institutions).

Chapter IX.,—The Data of ancient Indian Pedagogy (including vidyds,
kalas, and literature),

Chapter X,~~The Data of ancient Indian Economics (including Statistics
of Prices, Wages, &c.).

Buok 11 {Political) will comprise the following :—
Chapter 1.—The Data of ancient Indian Polity or Constitution, .e,, form
of Government (including the Theory of the Rdsira or
State),
Chapter [I.—The Data of ancieat Indian Public Finance.
Chapter 11l.—The Data of ancient Indian Jurisprudence.

Chapter [V.~The Data of ancient Indian International Law (the Doctrine
of mandala as influencing the conceptions regarding
‘ spheres of influence’ and ‘spheres of interest’),

The work is based mainly on an analytical study of Sukracharyya’s code,
so that the Data of Hindu Sociology eollected here reflect strictly those phases
of Indian national evolution which have influenced the authors of the Sukra
cycle. This *Positive Background,’ therefore, is more or less a statical picture,
and represents only such landmarks in the culture-history of the Hindus as are
embedied in thesingle document Sukranité, It must not be regarded as the
result of any attempt to delineate the dyuma! processes of the historic growth
of Hindu civilisation or represent the several stages in the making of modern
ludian life and thwght. Recent works of this class are Principal lyengar’s
Life in Ancsent India in the Agu of Mantras, and Mr, Narendranath Law's
Studies in Anciew! Findu Polity (based on the Arthasdstra of Kautilya). '

‘There are, bowever, a few historical sections and sub-sections in :M
‘Posmveﬁmkgwmd. These should not, on the gne hand, be fooked upoii as



{ x )

recording the characteristics of the various cultural landmarks of Indian
history ; nor, on the othér, be regarded as wholly superfluous digressions
uncalled for in the Introduction to Sukraniii. .

These historical sections have been necessary for two reasons, In the
first place, the Code of Sukracharyya as well as the Data of Hindu life portrayed
in it could not be presented in their proper perspective and their date as well
as Jocale could not be ascertained unless Indian literature- were studied
chronologically as well as comparatively. In this respect the author feels that
he has not been able to rise to the height of the occasion ; for, a8 has heen often
stated with regret in the body of the book, -he has had to ignore not only the
Tamil, Prakrit, and vernacular evidences, but he has not even been able to utilise
the more important documents of Sanskrit literature, not to speak of the un-
published manuscripts, telegraphic descriptions of which are to be found in Prof,
Aufrecht’s Catalogus Catalogorum.

In the second place, for a proper appreciation of the Hindu achievements in
science, abstract or applied, it is indispensable to have always before one’s mind'’s
eye the landmarks in the history of western science. Much of the prevalent
notions regarding the alleged inferiority of the Hindu genius in grappling with
the problems of this mundane sphere and the extra-proneness of the Indian mind
to metaphysical and unpractical speculations can vanish and be proved to be the
results of mal-observation and non-observation leading ' to half-truths which are
really whole errors,”—only if we apply the Historico-Comparative method in
studying Indian facts and phenomena, For all Indologists should remember that
the wonderful achievements of the western nations are strictly speaking only a
century old, So that if, while instituting a comparison between Hindu and Occid-
ental cultures on the score of physical ‘sciences ' properly so-called and applied
arts and industries, care were taken to eliminate from one's consideration the
triumphs and discoveries of the last few generations, the Hindu scientific

.intellect would be found to have been in no Wway Iagging behind. The
sole corrective of false notions about Hindu civilisation is this ¥ sense’
of historic perspeciive,” which for the present generation of Indian scholars
should be tantamount to a thorough familiarity with the history of European
thought. : '

~This brings me to an explanation of the title of the work. The Infroduc-
tion fo Sukraniti has been called * The Positive Background of Hindu Socio-
logy,’ because Sukraniti as a Nitisdstra, Arthasdsira, Dharmasdstra, ov Dharma-
swira deals mainly with the topics implied by such Hindu categories as
Dharma (morals), Artha (interests,) and Xdma (desires and passions) as opposed
to Moksga or Salvation ; and bence a study in Sukraniti should properly be &
study in the non-mokge or non-transcendental and non-spiritual, <., the secular,
warldly and * positive * elements of Hindu social economy. =

: 'I‘he transcendental and other-worldly aspects of Hindu life and thought
have been tpadc too much of It has ‘been supppsod, proved and believed
dm’ing the last ewiury that Hindu civilisation is cssentially nou-mdustriﬂ, and
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( xi)
non-political, if not pre-industrial and pre-political, and that its sole feature is
ultra-asceticism and over-religiosity which delight in condemning the ‘ World,
the Flesh and the Devil’]

Nothing can be farther from the truth. The Hindu has no doubt always
placed the transcendental in the foreground of his life's scheme, but the
Positive Background he has never forgotten or ignored, Rather it is in and
through the positive, the secular, and the material that the transcendental, the
spiritual and the metaphysical have been allowed to display themselves in Indian
culture-history. The Upanisads, the Veddnta, and the Gifd were not the works
of imbeciles and weaklings brought up in an asylum of incapables and a hospital
of incurables.

The Hindu has never been a ‘scorner of the ground® but always
‘true to the kindred points of heaven and home,’ has been solicitous to
enjoy the good things of this earthly earth and beautify this ‘orb of green.'
The literatare, fine arts, religious consciousness, industrial life, political orgam-
sation, educational system, social economy, etc., of the Hindus—all have sought
to realise this synthesis and harmony between the eternal antitheses and
polarities of the universe: the worldly and other-worldly, the positive and
transcendental, the many and the one, the Form and Spirit, Culture and Faith,
Science and Religion, Caste disunions and Vedantic Oneness, Image-worship
and the realisation of the Infinite (Brahkma).

In the newly-published Sddhani' of Rabindranath Tagore we have a
collection of prose-lyrics, half-poetic aad half-philosophic, dealing with this
synthesis of world’s eternal opposites cr dualities, The papers on the
Problem of- Evil, Reakisation in Love, Realisalion im Action, Realisation of
Beauty, in this volume of metaphysical essays in ‘poet's prose’ bring nut the
Hindu ideal of harmony between the Finite and the Infinite, Bondage and
Freedom, Necessity or Law and Joy. “The Immortal being manifests himsell
in joy-form "' (wrwy wewy wefenfa).  “ The joy which is without form, must create,
must translate itself into forms.” (P.104,) It is this ideal, again, that is at
unce the inspiration and message of most of Tagore's Poetry, which thus carries
forward the transcéndentalised positivism of the makers of Hiundu civilisation
through the ages “along fresh fields and pastures new" cr modern Bengsli
thought, The philosophy of reconciliation between the so-called Evil and
Good, the Form and Spirit, Caste and Vedanta, Image and the Infinite has
thus uttered itself in mystical Bengali verse :
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The following is reproduced from my Bengali essay read at a Bengat Literary
Conference about two years and a half ago translated subsequently for the ‘ Col-
legian’ as Pedagogy of the Hindus

- “Was that system essentially monastic and ascetic, and did it kill all
secular and social instincts of the learners ? Did the Brakmackdris come out
from the preceptors’ homes merely as monks, missionaries and sanydsis?
Could they not satisfy the diverse material wants of man? Did they not know
how to provide for the necessaries, comforts and decencies of life? Was the
education absolutely non-political ? Did not the students learn how to help in
the administration of the state ? Were not social and paolitical sciences, plant-
life and dissection of animals, physical phenomena and chemical manipulations
among the courses of instruction? * * *

“ How else can we account for the remarkable progress of the nation in
architecture, sculpture, medicine, dyeing, weaving, shipping, navigation, military
tactics and implements and all such aspects of socio-economic and economico-
political life as have to depend on the help of physical apd natural sciences?
%. % * The graduates trained up under the * Domestic System " were com-
petent enough to found and administer states, undertake industrial and commer-
cial enterprises; they were builders of empires and organisers of business
concerns. It was because of this all-round and manly culture that the people
of India could organise vast schemes of colonisation and conquest, and not
content with being simply confined within the limits of mother India, could
build up a Greater India beyond the seas, and spread culture, religion and
humanity among the subject races, * * *

“Jt was under the influence of this system of education, again, that the
idea! Hindu king “ protected himself, but not through fear; followed the
dictates of religion, ‘but not through remorse; realised revenues, but not ’
through greed, and enjoyed happiness, but not thiough attachment * * %
‘That system certainly cannot be dismissed as inexpansive, inert and unfit
to survive that could produce Risis from Vasigtha and Viswdmlitra to Ram
Prasada and Ramkrisna Parambamsa, scholars from Charaka, Pénini and
Chapakya to Chandra Kanta Tarkdlankara—a race of eminent women from
Maitreyi to Ahalya Bai and Ragi Bhavaoni, monarchs from Chandragupta
Maurya to Sivaji, and has continuously kept up the genial stream of national
culture and civilisation through diverse forms and ageucies by giving rise to
hosts of thinkers and actors capable of solving different problems in different

ages,

It is because the secular achievements of Hindu civilisation have not
been accorded by scholars the attention they deserve, and a proper estimate of
the Positive Background of Hindu socio-economic and socio-political life has not
been framed, that the distorted picture of a race of metaphysicians, airy philoso-
phers, and transcendental speculators has been drawa regarding Indian people
‘to excite the pity of the go-ahead pushing occident and pander to the foolish,
unthinking vanity of the preseut day fallen orient, The Upampads, the Veddnss,
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the Bhedii Sdsiras, \he Larsanas, the Git4, aud the whole body of Hindu trans-
cendental literature in which people may find the ‘solace of their life’ as well as
the ‘solace of their death,’ cannot, however, be fully appreciated and interpreted
in the true light uatil and unless we bring to bear upon them the results of
inyestigations regarding the social, economic, political, international and other
human iostitutions and ideals, in the midst of which this literature has flourished
and that have actually governed the life and activity of the Hindus. This mass
of metaphysical lore requires, in fact, to be regarded as the * criticism,” as
Matthew Arnold would say, of Indian “ life " and its problems and achievements,
The transcendental speculation has to be understood and explained with refer-
ence to the miliew and environment according to the philosophico-comparative
methods followed iu the Schools of Literary Studies founded by such critics as
Taine, Edmond Scherer, Sainte Beuve.and Dowden, ‘This should really
be looked upon not as the sole but ordly as one of the various features in the
organic growth and historic evolution of Indian literature, institutions, civics,
arts and industries,

The principal correctives of the one-sided, partial and erroneous view
about Hindu life and ideals, in addition to what we have aiready stated, are
thus two : —(1) a more searching and detailed inquiry into the economic, political
and art history of India, and (z) a study, according to the canons of scientific
literary criticism, of the whole literature of Hindusthan, Sanskritic, and Dravi-
dian, Prakrit and vernacular, in both its metaphysical and secular branches.

So far as the secular branches of Saaskrit literature are concerned, it
would not be too much to remark tliat the adequate parallax for modifying
and correcting the false notions about Hindu genius can be supplied if the
Kayyas, Ndtyas, Kathds, Purdnas, Tanivas, lishisas, Vastuvidyds, Silpasdstras,
Arthasdstras, Nitisdstras, Dharma-sutras and Smrilis were critically investi-
gated as documents of ladian historico-sociological development. These alone
cannot fail to impress upon the inquirer to what great extent the gternal verities
of the universe and the highest problems of life enunciated and discussed in the
Darsanas, Upanigads, Gitd, &c, have influenced and governed the opd;wy
pursuits of buman life in India, and embodied in its thousand and one rites,
usages, institutions and festivals ; to what epormous proportions the transcend-
ental culture-lore of the Hindus has been humanised, secularised, and
popularised by being translated and adapted into the common-place folk-lore—
to what depth the Hindu ideal of realising the one in the many, the Infinite
in the Finite, the Ideal in the Reai, the Transcendental in the Positive, has
been done into the actual life and work of the people, [t will be evident to
every close student of this literature that the synthesis of world's permanent
polarities has been concretely demonstrated and manifested in the ever-moving
gradations of the social polity kaown as Varpdsrama, the Hymeneal rites
and marriage rules, the Joint Family, the Cottagé Indystry, the autonomois
system of co-operative village commonwealths, the dchdryyakulas, the Parigats,
the clastic theological apparatus and religious pampharuha, the institution oI-
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kingship, and the doctrine of mamdala or sphere of international activity that
tonstitute the complex web of Indian life.

To take only one instance—the Raghuvamsam of Kalidasa, the immortal
epic of Hindu India, Itis impossible to study it from cover to cover without
noticing how powerfully the greatest poet of Hindusthan has sought to depict
this Hindu ideal of synthesis and harmony between the positive and the
transcendental, the #m (Enjoyment) and the mm (Renunciation), Raghuvamsam
is the embodiment of Hindu Iudia in the same sense that Paradise Lost is the
embodiment of Puritan England The grand ambitions of the Vikramadityan
era, its colossal energies, its thorough mastery over the things of this world, its
all-round economic prosperity and brilliant political position, its Alexandrian
sweep, its proud and stately oB{iook, its vigorous and robust taste are
all graphically painted in this natiosal_epic, together with the “ devotion to
something afar from the sphere of our sorrow,” *the light that never was
on sea or land,’ the sanydsa, vairdgya, ahimsd, yoga, preparation for the other
world, the ideaof nothingness of this world and the desire for mukti or
perpetual freedom from bondage,

This antithesis, polarity or duality has not, however, been revealed to
us as a hotchpotch of hurly-burly and pell-mell conflicts and struggles, but
presented in a serene, sober and well-adjusted system of harmony and
synthesis which gives the “ World, the Flesh and the Devil " their due, which
recognises the importance and dignity of the secular, the worldly and the
positive, and which establishes the transcendental, not to the exclusion of,
but only above as well as in and through the civic, social, and economic
achievements. .

The greatest example of the Hindu ideal of synthesis, and hence of
world's highest ideal, is to be found in the picture where Kalidasa béggars
his hero, the Indian Napoleon, the conqueror of the four quarters, at the end of
his propd digvijaya and * triumph ' by making him perform the viéwajit saciifice,
which necessitates the giving away of the whole of his earthly belongings ( wrwm -
0wy fmf®) Truly, the greatest artist of Hindusthan has sung of the Synthetic
Ideal of the One in the Many, the Infinite in the Finite, the Transcendental in
the Positive (wi® nt wor well v vererfaed’s:) as the sole motto of the House of Raghu
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The same Vikramadityan grasp of this mundane sphere, the same vigour
in attacking the problems of secular life, the same human, practical and positive
outlock, the same solicitude for the discharge of the'lowliest duties’ that
characterise the heroes of Kalidasa whose natural ambition was no meaner thaa
that of swaying not only the lithosphere from sea to sea, but also the atmosphere
and the skies ( uramEgetuaraaTs coadmr ), confront us at every step throughout
the Smriti, Niti, Artha, filpa and Vastu Literature, The Lectures of Professor
Sukra, the Doctor of Social Philosophy and Megislation, to his disciples, the
Asuras and Daityas, constitute one of the most important documents of this
literature ; and, as such, socio-economically and economico-politically 1llustrate
the Kalidasic ideal of harmony between the positive and the transcendental or
realisation of the transcendental in and through the positive,

Strictly speaking, the position of Sukramili in this literature is unique and
unparalleled, 1t is, in the first place, a manual of guidance to kings and states-
men, as well as the Bible of the demos+at once the work of a Machiavelli and a
Rousseau. In the second place, it is a handbook of economics, politics, ethics,
and what not.

Ydsnavalkya Smyili will ever command reverence as a text-book of
Jurisprudence, Manu Samhitd, because of the sanctity and age associated
with the name of Manu, the first law-giver. So also the Arthasdsira of Kautilya,
the Finance Minister of Chaudragupta Maurya, the first Empire-builder in Hin-
dusthan, must ever be looked up to by the historian as a contemporary Statute-
Book or Imperial Gazetteer of India in one- of the first epochs of her political
consciousness, and as the handiwork of one of the world's most powerful
statesmen of hiistoric authenticity, But all these venerable documents of Hindu
Positive literature cannot compare in comprehensiveness and encyclopeedic
character with the Nitigdstra of the Professors of the Sukra cyclein the form in
which we have it to-day, And comparatively modern though Sukranili is, it is
inevitable that KXdmandaki Niti, the abridgment of Kautilya's masterpiece, should
pale into insignificance before it. For the whole culture of Hindu India, its
methodology and its achievements have been really compressed into §ukraniti
and have gontributed to its making. For the moderners it is of inestimable
value as* lifting the brain-cap ” of mediseval India and letting them " see the
thoughts ” that were moving in ber educated mind, As a text-book of Sociology,
the Nitigdstra of Sukracharyya is thus the Spencerian “ Synthetic philosophy ”
of Sanskrit literature.

The study of Swkraniti is for all these reasons really a study of Hindu
Positivism, the human, secular and worldly elements in Hindu national life and
culture, the place of earthly things, Samsdra, Vdsand, Bhoga, desires, passions
and attachments io the Hindu scheme of human existence—in short, a study of
the positive background and foundations of Hindu Sociology, as opposed to its
transceadental foreground and superstructure,

This work is humbly dedicated to three great masters of modern India who'
may be looked upon as pioneers in the study of the secular achievements of.
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Hindu culture, The celebrated archeeologist and historian, Dr, Rajendralal Mitra,
is undoubtedly the first Indian ‘scholar’ And yet the compreheusive grasp,
erudition and industry which mark the researches embodied in his Judo-Aryans,
Antiquities of Orissa and other writings in Journals, remain probably unsur-
passed even now, It is to Dr. Mitra, the father of the National School of
Indology and Indian historical seholarship, that every student of the positive
branches of Hindu civilisation must begin by paying homage.

The scholar who, likewise, first brought to light the contributions of the
Hindus in physical science is Dr, Udaychand Dutt, It is his researches in Hindu
medicine, chemistry, and botany, that have paved the way for subsequent
workers in the same field. And the monographs of Dr. Brajendranath Seal
"(by securing whose services as King George V. Professor of Philosophy the
Calcutta University has only honoured itself) on the Physical, Chemical, and
Mechanical Theovies of the Hindus as well as their “ Scientific Methodology”
(published along with Dr. Roy’s History of Hindu Chemistry), have done
more than any other work to establish philosophically the claims of Hindus
as having contributed to world’s scientific concepts, categories, and discoveries,
1t has been the special mission of Dr, Seal to demonstrate by the historico-
comparative method that the Hindu explorers of the physical universe were
not mere empirics who, by stretches of brilliant imagination or sage-iike
intuition, unconsciously hit upon some of the mysteries of Nature. Nor were
they merely craftsmen, alchemists, industrialists, &c., engaged in practical
agriculture and manufacture” without any knowledge of the general prin-
ciples and theories, but real scientists, researchers and investigators, who
knew how to manipulate the machinery and logic of ‘exact’ science and
patiently awaited the results of their observation and experiment.

Thus, as Dr. Seal remarks :—* Let us not superciliously dismiss these
studies as 'learned lumber.” The astronomy and mathematics were not less
advenced than those of Tycho Brahe, Cardan, and Fermat, the anatomy was
equal to that of Vesalius, the Hindu logic and methodology were more advanced
than that of Ramus and equal on the whole to Bacon’s; the physico-chemical
theories as to combustion, heat, chemical affinity, clearer, more rational and
more original than those of Van Helmont or Stahl, and the Grammar, whether of
Sanskrit or Prakrit, the most scientific and comprehensive in the world before
Bopp, Risk and Grimm."” (Quoted by Dr. P. C, Roy in the Preface tothe Second
Edition of Hindu Chemistry, Vol. I).

There are many scholars from whose writings or discussions with whom
I have derived direct or indirect help and suggestions. I should speciaily men-
tion Mr. Haridasa Palit, Research Scholar, District Council of National Educa-~
tion, Malda, Prof. Radhakamal Mockerji, M. A., Krishnath College, Berhampore
{Bengal), Kumar Narendra Nath Law, M.A,, B.L., Research Schofar and anthor,
Calcutta, Rai Bahadur Sarat Chandelt Das, C.1.E., Tibetan traveller and Chinese
scholar (Darjeeling), Major B: D. Basu, I.M.S. (Retired), versatile schiolar and
lingwist and learned editor of the ‘Sacred Books of the Hindus Series, Mr,



{ oxvil )

Nanda Lal Sinha, M.A.B.L., of the Provincial Civil Service (Behar), Pandits
Yogendra Nath Tarka-Sdmkhya-Veddntatirtha and Vidhu Sekhara Sastri, the
well-known Pali Scholar, Mr, Aksaya Kumar Maitra, B.L,, Director, Varendra
Research Society, Rajshahi, Rai Babadur Sris Chandra Vasu, the indefatigable
Sanskrit, Arabic and Persian Scholar, and my friend and colleague at the Bengal
National College, Calcutta, Prof. Radhakumud Mookerji, M.A,, Premchand
Roychand Scholar,

I have to acknowledge also my deep debt of gratitude to Dr. Seal for his
kindly allowing me to incorporate with this work a few chapters of his
learned monographs on the physical sciences and scientific notions of the
Hindus. It is superfluous to add that his papers on Hindu ideas about plants
and plant-life, Hindu classification of animals, Hindu ideas about Nervous
System, Heredity, Vital Force, &c, Hindu Mechanics and Hindu Acoustics,
which are being first published through the medium of this work, have consider-
ably added to its value and importance, The humble author begs to add that this
has been the only means of rescuing precious treasures from the ravages of
time and moths, which, thanks to the habits of the learned Doctor, have been
often allowed to work havoc upon what would have been epoch-making studies
in ancient Hindu culture that have thus been lost to the world for good.

Books quoted from or summarised for this work have been mentioned in
the footnotes, as well as tabulated in the Bibliography. It may not, however, be
out of place to state that several vernacular works and periodicals have been
largely drawn upen, and that the following works have been of constant service:
Prof, Aufrecht’s Catalogus Catalogorum, Dr. Mitra's Indo-Aryans, Dr, Ray's
Hindu Chemistry, Ram Raz's Essay on the Architecture of the Hindus, Vincent
Smith's Fine Art in India and Ceylon, Sir Bhandarkar's Peep info the Early
History of India, the Sanskrit Ms, Yuktikalpataru, Iyer's Brihat Samhild,
Mookerji's Indian Shipping and Krishnaswamy Aiyangar's Ancient India, of
which the chapter devoted to Chola history and administration must be of
more than ordinary interest to students of early mediseval Indian life,

The libraries to which | am indebted are the National Council of Education
Library at Calcutta, the Public Library at Allahabad and the Library of the
Panini Office which is specially rich in works on Indian antiquities, Sanskrit
literature and modern science, :

Finally, it remains to add that portions of this work were published as
Magazine articles in the Modern Review (Calcutta), Indian Review (Madras),
Collegian (Calcutta), Hindusthan Review (Allahabad), Dacca Review (Dacca),
Amyits Basdr Patrilod (Calcutta) and Leader (Aliahabad).

Paniy Oerice
(Acapemy or InpiaN RESEARCH) BENOY KUMAR SARKAR,

ALLAHABAD.
March 13, 1914,
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THE POSITIVE BACK-GROUND OF
HINDU SOCIOLOGY.

BOOK I—NON-POLITICAL.

CHAPTER L

RELATIVITY OF THE NiTISASTRAS,
SECTION 1.

Hindu Cullure and Sociology sn Sakranili.

The Greek philosopher Plato was for some time tutor to a king of Syracuse
in Sicily. Machiavelli, the Florentine diplomat, who has bequeathed his name
to a school of politicians, was the author of a work that proved to be the
Bible of kings and princes in medizeval Italy and Europe. The ‘School-master’
of Roger Ascham was written for the princesses of an English royal family,
‘The sage Sukracharyya, or at any rate, his nom de plume, belongs to the same
gallery of world's Rdjgurus or royal tutors, And his Nilisdstra or * Treatise
on Morals’ is dogmatically asserted to be the sole authoritative! text-book
on Political Science that should be used by Hindu kings and statesmen,
This opinion of SukrachAryya about the position of Nilisdsira has been
referred to by Kamandaka also (II, 5): * According to the school of Usanas
(Sukra) there is only one division of learning, namely Daxndaniti, and the
origin of all kinds of learning lies in this one)” It would, therefore,
be interesting to find out for which Hindu Court or Courts this manual
was intended, or which supplied data for the rules and generalisations
embodied in it,

The . scope of a Nitisastra is more or less like that of a Dharma.sutra or
Dharma-sastra, one of the three divisions of Kalpa-sutra, which is one of the
Six Vedangas or avxiliaries to Vedas. The province and relative position
of Biumlmutra in Sanskm literature are thus dcscnhed by Oldenberg:t

s Glm:tm 1V, Section v;wu e
*Idtroduction to the Grihyasutras of Gobhilx, Hiranyakesin eto, in the Bacred Bookg
of the Bast Series xxxlii—iv,
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“ The frame within which the exposition of the Dharma.sutrae is enclesed is
‘an essentially broader one than in the case of the Grihya Sutras,®* The same
phenomenon may also be observed in Buddhist Vinaya literature, where the
exposition of the life of the community was at first given only in connection
with the explanation of the list of sins (Patimokkha).* * It was not tiil later
that a more comprehensive exposition, touching all the sides of the life of the
community was attempted** The Grihyasutras begin to treat of the events of
the daily life of the household,* * confine themselves principally to the ritual or
sacrificial side of household life, as is natural owing to their connexion with
the older ritualistic literature (Srauta Sutra). Then the Dharma-sutras take
an important step further; their purpose is to describe the whole of the rites
and customs which prevail in private, civil and public life. They paturally
among other things touch upon the ceremonies treated in the Grihyasutras,
but they generally merely mention them and discuss the question of law and
custom which are connected with them, without undertaking to go into the
technical ordinances as to the way in which these ceremonies are to be per-
formed."”

It may be doubted at the outset if the class of writings called Dharma=~
sAstras, Arthasastras, and Nitisastras to which Sukraniti belongs were (1) the
work of a single individual or school, and (2) were ever the Gazetteers designed
to embody the actual state of things, or Statute-Books meant for the guidance
of the people and rulers of any particular epoch or region. It may be presumed
that like Plato’s Republic and Laws, Moore's Utopia, and Harrington’s Oceana,
Sukraniti is the product of the same inspiration that has lain at the bottom of
all efforts to portray the ideal constitution of 'nowhere’, describing things
‘that never were on sea or land’ in the history of world's speculative litera-
ture. Thus about Manu Samhid, Eiphinstone remarks : “ We must remember
that a code is never the work of a single age, some of the earliest and rudest
laws being preserved and incorporated with the improvements of the most
enlightened times.* Even if the whole code referred to one period it would
not show the real state of manners. Its injunctions are drawn from the model
to which it is wished to raise the community, and its prohibitions from the
worst state of crime which it was possible to apprehend* #* Though early
adopted as an unquestionable authority for the law, I should scarcely venture
to regard. it as a code drawn up for the regulation of a particular state under
the sanction of a government. It seems rather to be the work of a learned
man, designed to set forth his idea of a perfect commonwealth under Hindu
institutions.”?

According to this view it may be inappropriate to trace the production
of Sukraniti to the patronage or influence of any of the numerqus polities
and royal courts in Hindu India. But even the most idealistic literature is
pot absolutely independent of age and clime. The. Time-Spirit and Place-Spirit
- are too powerful to be totally ignored by-human gedims even if it conscioualy

T

3 History of India, p. 1% (1889),



( 3)

attempt ~it. The social environment and physical surroundings—both the
aspects of the great envelope of man—cannot but leave their marks upon
his intellectual consciousness and literary activities of any considerable magni-
tude. Leaving aside for the present, therefore, the most vexed of all questions
in Indian history, the determination of the personality, identity and individuality
of our author, we propose to investigate all the social and physical influences .
that are likely to have contributed to the making of Swkraniti, as available from
a study of the data furnished by it. This investigation is really a study of
the education received by our author himself, and of the literature drawn upon
by him in the preparation of his work, in one word, a presentation of the whole
culture embodied in, and pre-supposed by, Sukraniti. A study of this culture,
and the “relativity" of Sukraniti to this envelope of physical and social
forces and influences, would, however, incidentally furnish some of the evidenc-
es pointing to the age and locale of the work,

The relativity of Sukraniti to the'social influences may be easily presumed
like that of Manu Samhitd, as has been done by Elphinstone: “ It is evident
that it incorporates the existing laws, and any alterations it may have intro~
duced with a view to bring them up to its pre-conceived standard of perfection,
must still have been drawn from the opinions which prevailed when it was
written,” So also the influence of physical and geographical factors on the
work, and consequently its “relativity” to a particular region of the earth’s
surface cannot be missed.

SECTION 2.

Land-marks in the History of Hindu Political Development.

Even superficial students of Swéranifi do not fail to perceive that the
Executive system, Judiciary, Military administration as well as other incidents
of social, economic and political life described in it indicate a high degree of
development, and are adapted not to simple village-republics and tribal common-
wealths or city-states that we meet with in certain periods of Indian and
European history, but are the outcome of the complex requirements of ‘country’-
states or Imperial organisations,

Now Ancient and Medigval History of India furnishes the following more
imporiant types of political life that have evelved in connexion with the magni-
ficent kingdoms or empires of the Hindus :—

" 1. TheMaur ya Empire of Chandragupta and Asoka (4th and 3rd centuries
B.C.} embracing modern Afghanistan, the whole of Upper India, and Southern
India, excluding the extreme south (Chola, Pandya, Kerala, Satyaputra and
Ceylon). :

2. The Gupta Empire (4th century A, D.) which was brought to an-end
by the incursions of the Hurns.

s - 3 The Empire of Harsavardhana (7th ceatury A.D.) in Upper India
duting the Iatter part of whose reign Houen Thaang, the great master of Law
"teom China, travelled in india.
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4. 'The Empire of the Chalukyas and Rashtrakutas in the Deccan? (fifth
to fourteenth century A, D.)

5. The Empire of the Cholas in Southern India beyond the Deccan
(ninth to fourteenth century A.D..

Says Mr. Vincent Smith in his Introduction to Mr. Aiyangar's ‘ Amcient
India:’
“The Choladynasty was singularly prolific in kings of more than ordinary capacity,
from the middle of the ninth century to the end of the reign of Kolatunga in A, D. 1118,
- It is clenr from the details on record that the administration of the kingdom was ‘ highly
systematised ' from an early date, For instance, there is abundant evidence that the lands
under cultivation wero carefully surveyed and holdings registered at least m century
before the famous Domesday record of William the Couqueror. The re-survey of
1086 was exactly contemporaneous with the English record.
The Cholas were great builders; builders not only of ecities and temples bui also
of irrigation works."

According to Mr. Aiyangai in Ancient India, *' this is the period of high
water-mark of Hindu progress all round. Modern Hinduism assumes the
shape in which we find it to-day. The indigenous literature as well as classi-
cal Sanskrit receive considerable patronage, Religion has been re-adjusted
to the requirements of the masses, and administration had come to be
highly organised upon surprisingly modern lines. Revivalism in religion
and re-invigoration were the order of the day.” The story of one of the greatest
monarchs of this period, Rajendra Chola (1013—1042), the son of Rajaraja the
great, who, according to the inscriptions, carried his arms successfully across
Kalingam, subdued Dakkana Latam, Vangaladesam, and the territory of Dharma-
phla, fought battles on the Ganges and in Burma, and earned the proud surname
of Ganggikonda-Chola, has been preserved in the Kanarese work, Rdja Sekhara
Vildsam. Atthe commencement of the 13th century the great Chola Empire
was dismembered between the Yadavas of Deogiri, Kikatiyas of Orangal,
Hoysalas of Dwarsamudra and other petty chieftains,

‘6. The Empire of the Palas and their successors at Gauda in Bengal
(8th to 1ath centuries A, D.)" synchronous with the ascendancy of the
Chalukyas in the Dececan and the Cholas in the South,

“The period embraced by the long reigns of Dharmapéla and of his
son Devapdla covers nearly a century, including the period spent in consoli-
dating the district of Bengal by Gopala after his elec/ion by the people.” This
was a peviod of the greatest activity of the Bengali people invarious departments,
ps will appear from the monumental relics discovered and collected by the
Varendra Research Society. This period has another importance, as we know
from the book of Lama Taranatha, that during these long reigns of Dharmapéla

iFor an avcount of the Pallava, Chols, Chalukyas, Rishtrakuta and n%her lillg
doms in Bouth Indis, see Aiyangar's Ancient India, pp. 81-88, 158—181, - -

s Por sn account of the hegemony of the Pilas in Northern India as suooessors Gf
Harsavardhana to Imperial titles and pretensions see the Bengali publieations of this:
Viarendra Regearch Society of Rijshihi, and-Mr, R D. Banerji's Memoairs of the Pdlsp
{Asiatis - jy of Bengal) '




(§)

and of his son Devapdla, “an eastern school of sculpture and painting was
established by Dhimana born in Varendra, and by hisson Vitapdia, * % * The
reputed minister enabled his master Dharmapgla originally a lord only of the
Eastern quarter, to extend his dominions to all the quarters, * * * pper
all the territories between the Himalayas on the north and Vindhya mountains
on the south between the two seas * * * The Lord of Gauda (probably
Devapéla ) suppressed the Utkalas, humbled the Hunas, and crushed the pride
of the Lords of Dravida® and Gurjara,”

It may be observed, in passing, that these recent researches of Indjan scholars
in the medigval history of Eastern and Southern India from archeeological, lin~
guistic, commercial and other standpoints have unearthed important facts of
Bengali and Tamil antiquities which prominently demand recognition in the
standard works on Indian culiure-history, The Palas and Cholas of medizval
India can no longer be treated as subordinate or petty princes ruling over the
 Smaller kingdoms * in one of the so-called periods of disintegration whicl
Indian history is said to repeat after every epoch of consolidation; but must be
ranked as by no means inferior, in prestige, titles, pretensions, influences, and
achievements, to the famous Vardhanas of tHe yth cent. A,D,, the Guptas of the
4th-sth cent. A.D, and the Mauryas of the 4th-3rd cent, B.C. Dharmapﬂa
(c 800 AD) the Buddhist Emperor of Eastern India, with his immediate
predecessors mf’ successors, as well as Rajendra Chola, :hg great Saiva monarch
of the South, with his predecessors and successors, constitute two remarkable
contemporary Imperial families which must have a place by the side of such
renowned Indian Napoleons, Empire-builders, and statesmen as Chandragupta
Maurya, Asoka, the benevolent ** Casaro-papist,” Chandragupta the ' Gupta,
Samudragupta the Vikramaditya, and Harsavardhara, who preceded them
in solving the same problems of administration, commerce, religion and culture
on the stage of Hindusthan. The Drama of Indian History should, therefore,
have its first Act closed not at the end of the 7th century with the passing
away of the Vardhanas from Kanauj and Upper India, but really at the end
of the rath century (1193) with the overthrow of the successors of Palas
in Eastern India by a lieutenant of Muhammad Ghori, and at the beginning
of the 14th century (1310) with the overthrow of the successors of Cholas by a
lieutenant of Alauddin Khilji.

The Hindu Period of Indian history does not end with Harsavardhana
{7th cent.) and the subjugation by Mussalmans of certain Rajput States in

1 §ee the reading of the Garudi stambha iuscription interpreted by Maitra in

! The Btones of Varendra’ in the Modern Review for August, 1812, .

' * An important historicsl puzzle that awaite finai solution is the relation between.

the Cholss and Plas In the 10th century, South Indian tradition points to the overtheow

of the Bengalis by the Tamil Napoleon, East Indisn tradition points quite otherwise: The

Varendrs Sehool evidently accepts the overthrow.of the Nzsvidians by the Pdlas, aa here

sad slso in Chanda’s work, Gauda Réjamald ; Bouth Indisn weholars, bowever, sccept the

gwarthrow of the Pilss and Vangalas as a historical fact (of. Aigangae's Ancient India),

' oo, Mookexjl records the Tomil View on pp. 174—177 of his Indian Shipping. Ses slso
K B Basecil's Meimoirs of the Pilas of Benpal, G. No: 1 (Asintio Soslety of Bougal). -
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Western 1ndia in the 1oth and 11th centuries.’ For the social expansion, reli-
gious "assimilation, commercial progress, and Imperial achievements which we
are wont to associate with the brightest eras of Hindu national history were
going on in Eastern and Southern Hindusthan, unhampered as of yore, along
the natural lines of progressive evolution up till the 13th and 14th centuries,
while the buffer-princes of Lahore, Delhi, Ajmere, Kanauj, Malwa and Gujrat
were performing their duties as by position the gate-keepers of India against
the inroads of aggressive Islam.

The period of the mighty Pélas and Cholas and their successors has
" witnessed the solution of problems which are of paramount importance in
Indian history, literature, fine arts, philosophy, and religion. For it was during
this age that the ocean of Tantraism finally swallowed up in a common philosophy
the divergent channels of Mahayana Buddhism and latter-day Brahmanism ; that
Vaisnavism and Saivaism—the corner-stones of modern Hindu life-received
" the official stamp; the parents of present-day vernaculars were encouraged
and 'protected’ ; noble religious edifices were built, huge sealike tanks were
excavated ; magonificent images were sculptured in bronze and stones; the
navigation of the sea was pushed‘forward, commercial and cultural intercourse
between the Southerners and Easterners was promoted ; and India became 1eally
the School of Asia by supplying faith, literature, fine arts and material neces-
saries to Chiou, Nepal, Tibet, Japan, Java, Burma and other lands beyond the
seas. This period does, in fact, carry forward and develop the impulses,
aspirations and tendencies of Hindu national life testified to by the Chinese
Master of Law in Hardavardhana's time.

The Palas and Cholas are really the spiritual successors of the great Empire-
builder and statesman of the 7th century, The epoch of their hegemony in Indian
history is a brilliant sequel to the splendid epoch of Imperialism, religious
toleration, maritime activity, and social amalgamation which it had been the
policy of the great Harsa to pioneer and direct. Their services to the making of
Indian national culture deserve the same meed of homage, therefore, from future
historians as those of Sri Harsa.

And now that excavations, explorations, reading and interpretation of
old veranacular manuscripts, copper-plate inscriptions, architectural monuments,
numismatics, study of folklore, folk-songs, folk-arts and village traditions, Sans-
krit literature, old sculptures and paintings, call up before us a picture of political
and religious life, commercial and social intercourse, art-development, and liter-
ary progress no less definite and clear than what we have for any other period
of Indian history, the necessity, of looking upon the Pala-Chola period® as the
veally last phase of Hindu India cannot be too strongly advotated

7. The Kingdoms of the Rajputs which beginning in the gth or 1otH
centuries have continued their existence even now.

! 8ee Vinocent Smith's Barly Hisiory (pecond edition, pp. 330-881).
* Apother oft-negiected period of Indisn history—one of the so-calied epochs o
dissolution and decentralisation is the Andhra~Kushan age of Hindu national life,
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8. The Kingdom of Kashmir which was ruled by Hindu kings till about
the middle of the fourteenth century.

9. The Kingdom of Vijayanagara, called the ‘Forgotten Empire’ of the
South in Mussalman times, the only important seat of Hindu culture in
Medieeval India (14th-—16th ceatury A.D.). :

10. The Empire of Mahal Astra under the Peshwas (18th century A.D)
whose administrative system has been elaborately described by the late
Mr. Justice Ranade in his Rise of the Maratha Power.

These larger and more celebrated kingdoms and empires of the Hindus
have flourished through over two thousand years of recorded history and
in conditions of physical environment as varied as possible in a counury like
India, the ‘epitome of the world.' The types of political organisation, there~
fore, that Indian history presents must be more or less diversified in character
to meet the requirements of peoples living under diverse geographical and
topographical influences. And one naturally expects a diversity of political
codes or Nifisdsiras or manuals of governmental rules. Inspite of the oneness
and basic uniformity of Hindu life throughout India, the text-book of political
life evolved in the extreme north, say Kashmir, is not likely to be that exactly
adjusted to the needs of the Dravidians of the extreme south, Or again the
rules and regulations which the Marathas framed for themselves in the west
of India towards the close of the Mussalman period could not be copied 7u fofo
from a chapter of the Nitisdstra that was taught, say, to the Pala Kings of
Bengal in pre-Mussalman times. Politics like everything else of human life
are the results of adaptation to the circumstances of time and place; and the
history of a people has ever been pawerfully influenced by the geography and
topography of its habitat. _

An analysis of the geographical facts and phenomena occurring in the
Hindu Nitisdstras or treatises on morals (social, economic and politicé]) is
therefore likely to be an important factor in assigning each to the proper sets
of physical and social conditions under which it was composed.

SEcTION 3

" Mile-stoses in the History of Hindu Political Speculation.
(a) drthasdsira,

There is no difficulty about the Arthasdstra of Chanakya or Kautilya, '
the Minister of Chandragupta Maurya who for the first! time in Indian
history conceived and executed the plan of a vast Empire, the limits of which
it has not been possible for any monarch to reach or exceed.

 Like Abul Fazl's Ayeen Akbari, the Arthasdsira may be looked upon as
the’ Imperial Gasetieer of India in oue of the most remarkable periods of

vin the Pandamental Unity of India (Longmars Green & Co.) Prof. Mookerji traces the :
mﬁudlupeﬂdhmmdmtﬂoum&mm Vedio times (vide
ﬁhpm-nm
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Indian culture-history, The chapters of this monumental document are devoted
exclusively to a description. of the multifarious incidents of political life
under Chandragupta’s government, ¢,g. the working of the mines, the opening
of irrigation works, the establishment of factories; the maintenance of
preserves and grazing grounds, of high ways of commerce, waterways, land-
routes, and other facilities for commurication ; the establishment of markets
and stores ; the construction of embankments, dams and bridges; the planting
of Truit and flower trees, of medicinal plants and herbs (fe, the establishment
of Ayurvedic and pharmaceutical gardens); protection of the disabled, the
‘helpless and the infirm, and also of beasts &c., famines, census, central and
municipal government, livestock and many other social, juristic and economic
institutions,

"In the Introduction to Mr., Law's Hindu Polity'! Prof. Radhakumud
Mookerji of the National Council of Education, Bengal, has summarised the
“ arguments which may be advanced in. support of the traditional and widely
current view that the Arthasastra of Kautilya is the work of Chanakya the
minister of Chandragupta and therefore belongs to the 4th century B,C)”
The writer has proved from both external and internal evidences—

(1) That the political connexion of Kautilya with Chandragupta as his
Finance Minister is a fact and not a myth,

(2) That the Arthasdstra attributed to Kautilya is a genuine work of
antiquity and not a traditionally handed down fable.

(3) That the work is the production of an mdlwdual author and not
of a school, as is frequently the case with Indian treatises,

(6) Kémandaks Niti,
~ The work of KAmandaka® is undoubtedly an abridged edition of Arfha

Sdstra, and the author himself is suppased to have been the disciple of Kautilya,
A flood of light is thrown on the age and personality of the author of Kdman-
daki Niti from a report submitted by Dr, Frederick to the Batavian Society
of Arts and Sciences on the Sanskrit literature of Bali, * It appears that the
most popular work on Polity in that Island is entitled Kdmandakiya Niti Sara®
The researches of Sir Stamford Raffles and Crawford shew that the predomi-
nance of Buddhism in the Island of Java obliged the Hindu inhabitants of that
place to retire in the fourth century of the Christian era with their household
gods-and their sacred scriptures to the island of Bali, * * * It has also been
shewn by the same authorities that since the period of their exile, they had
not auny religious intercourse with India. It would therefore follow that the
Sanskrit works now available in Bali, including the Kdmandakiya Niti are
of a date anterior to the 4th century A,D." - '

‘As a document of sociological information, this vmrk is lees vuluablc thap .,
Snlnnm._ Its impurtance has, however, to be notjced because of the Chanatya.n_

' Alaw's Studles in Ancient Hindu Polity (1914 Longmans Green and Oy, London)
* Rimandakiys Niti 84ra published by Manmatha Nath Datta (Olleﬂh. 1886),
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Doctrine of Mandala or “‘sphere of political activity and influences,” which is not
to be found in Sukra’s work.

(c) Otker works.

The difficulties with regard to the other extant (or published) treatises
are immense, especially because we do not know of any other political fabrie
that has left its own Statute-Book. Yuktikalpataru and Sukraniti are the two
exclusively socio-economic and socio-political treatises that we have come
across up till now. Accounts of economic and political theories as well as
practices are also to be met with in almost every branch of Sanskrit literature.
Some of the Purdnas, all the Smritisdstras, Manusamhild, Mahdbhdrala,
Ramadyana, Panchatanlra, Raghuvansa, Kirdldvjuniyam, Hitopadesa, Daja-
kumdracharila, together with treatises devoted to Dhanur Veda or Warfare
and International Laws, notices of which are found in the celebrated
Catalogus Catalogorum of Prof, Aufrecht, are especially rich in the subject-
matter of Nilisasiras.

Several such works are the following :—

Nitiprakagika, Harivanda, Utpalaparimald, Charapavyuha, Krisnavidya-
bhyasa prakarapa, Sankalpasuryyodaya, Prasangaratnavali by Madhavarama,
Kamasotra (Vatsayana), Vidura-niti, Vaisampayana Niti, and Brihatsambhita,

There is, besides, a Nitisastra attributed to one Ghatakarpara mentioned
by Stein in Kashmir Catalogue (p. 93). In the statement of sources for his
series of learned papers on Hindu Polity contributed to the Modern Review
(1913), Mr. K, P. Jayaswal mentions Niti-Vdkydmrita® and the Marathi
work Ddsa.bodha®, the Bible of Sivaji, and refers to several Buddhist and
Jaina texts, Some allusions to ancient civics are to be found in the Jaina
works, Nandi Sutra, and Rigi mandala Prakaranavrilfi quoted by Prof, R. K.
Mookerji in the Introduction to Law's Hindu Polity.

(d) Swmriti Sdsiras.

The names of Smriti Sastras are given from Vasu's VYdjnavalkya
Swmiriti, Book I, Chapter I, Introduction 4-5 in the * Sacred Books of the Hindus
Series.”

“Manu, Atri, Vispu, Harita, Yajdavalkya, Udanas, Angiras, Yama,
Apastamba, Samvarta, Katyayana, Brihaspati.

Paragara, Vyasa, éar':khé., Likhita, Daksa, Gautama, éAtl.tapa, "and
Vasistha are the promulgators of Dharma Sastras.”

The Mitaksara Commentary on the above is as follows ;—

“This Dharma Rastra propounded by Yajdyavalkya should also be
studied, such is the implied meaning of the above passage.

"1 Of. Baumdeva 1. Edited in the Kasyamata seried.
- i *Mp, Jaynswal gives the Eaglish title of this work as.“ Address to the Easlaved."
BeaMy, it should be “ The Awakening (or Enlightenment) of Réms Disa."
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“This is not an exhaustive cnumerntmn (parisankhyd), dut it is merely

illustrative. Therefore, the Dharma Sastras of Baudhayana and others are
not excluded.

“ As each of these Smritis possesses' authority, so the points not
mentioned by one, may be supplied from the others.

“ But if one set of Institutes contradicts the other, then thereis an
option (to follow any one of them).”

Bilambhatta's Gloss on the above fornishes much interesting information on the
subject.

Devals gives the following list of the Dharma-Séstras:—1. Manu, 2. Ynme.
B. Vasigtha. 4. Atei, b. Daksa, 6, Visou, 7. Afigirs, 8. Udans, 9. VAkpati, 10, Vyssa;
1L Apastamba, 12. Gautama, 18. K&tyhyena, 14. Nérada, 15. Yajiiysvalkya, 16. Pars-
sars, 17. Bamvarta, 18, Eankha, 19. Harita, 20. Likhita.

In this list Nérada is an nddmion, while in the Yijiyavalkya’s list we have
Sftétapa instead.

The Eankha gives the following list:—1, Atrl, 2. Brihaspati, 8. Udapas, 4.
Apastamba, 5. Vasistha, 6. Kétyiyana, 7, Paridara, 8. Vyfsa, 0. Sankha, 10, Likhita,
11, Samverta, 12, Gautama, 13, S'&tltepa, 14, Harita, 15. Yidjhiyavalkya, 16, Prachetas
and the rest, By the phrase “and the rest” is meant 17. Budha, 18. Devala, 19.
Bumantu, 20. Jamadagni, 21. ViivAmitra, 22. Prajipati, 23. Paithinasi, 24, Pitfmaha,
95, Baudhayana, 26. Chhégaleya, 27. Jbéla, 28. Chyavana, 20, Marichi, 80, Kadyapa.

In the Bhavisya Purfpa we find the following addressed by Isvara to Guha:—
“Having pondered over the texts of the eighteon Purfinas, O child, and over the
texts ef the Bmyitis, beginning with Manu and which are thirty-six in number, 1
now tell thee.’.

[This shows that the Bmpitis are 86 in number] The Smritis like the 1. Vriddha-
Shtatapa, 2. Yogi—Yhjiyavalkya '8, Vriddba-Vasistha, 4. Vriddha-Mapu, B, Laghu-
Hirita, &c., should be included in the well-known thirty-six under their original
anthors. [Thus Manu includes the ordinary and the Vrpiddha Manu, and go on.] Thus
Yajfiyavalkys says (IT1. 110) “1 have declared the science of Yoga."”

Ratodkara seys: “we find in the Bhavigya Purdpa itself the enumeration of
other Bmpitis like Gobhila, Risya Bnngn, &c,, which are over and above the thirty-
six ; so we conclude that thirty-six does not exhaust the mumber of Smritis, but is
only sn enumeration made by the éigl_,aa." Those which are found as Grihys Bétras
and their Paridistas, &c., they belong to a different Category : like the Purfnas. As
in the Bhavisya:—" The Maitriyaniya, the Ohhandogya, the Katha, the Apastamba, the
Bhavpichas, their Paridistas and those called Khilas (are also Smritis).”

The Vignu-Dharma, the Siva-Dharma, the Mah&bhérata, and the Rémfysna and
the rest are also to be included among Smrpitis. As esys the Bhavisye :—*The-
etght,een Purbnas, the history of Rima (R&mdyana), the Vnsnn—Dharmn-Bhtu &o.y
the Siva-Dharma; the fifth Veda called the Mah&bhdrata eomposed by Episna-
Draiphysns, the Bouradbarma, the Mansvokta Dharma, sre also taken as sush by
the wise,” (adbydys 4, v. 87-88).

1fipo Manu, 11, 14, for conflict of Eruti, &o.

‘“Hat when two sacred texts (Eiruh) are conflietiog both iw hold ID e W.
mmmprmmaeﬂbythewmwhevﬂidﬁw"
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The words “na such” in the sbove mean that they ave also followed by the
great men, and are authoritative, because they are not decried or dispraised by say
and followed by great men. so they are to be taken also ss Smypitis. The opinion
that the Bmritis are thirty-six only in namber, or twenty-four only in number, Is
held only by some and is contradicted by others, and is not aunthoritative.

That the Bmpitis are Dharma-S4stras (Institutes of Bacred Law) we learn from
Manu I 10, where it is said “The Vedas should be known as Sruti; and the Dharma-
Sastras as Smpitl.”

In Adgiras we find:—“The wise say that the following are Upa-Smpitis:—
Jibali, Nichiketa, Chhandas, Laughksi, Kadyapa, Vylsa, Banat Eumdra, Batadru,
Janaka, Vyighra, Kétyiyana, Jitukarnya, Kapifijala, Baudhfyana, Kanids, and
Vidvimitra.”

In Hemddri Déana Ehanda the following more are enumerated: *Vatsa, Péras-
kara, Pulastys, Pulaha, Kratu, Risyasrings, Atreys, Babhru, Vyfghra, Satyavrata;
Bharadvija, Grgyo, KEdrsnéjini, Laugiksi, and Brahma-Sambhava,"

The Bmpitis of Prajipati, Yama.lBudha, and Dovala which are enamerated in
Kalpataro are quoted by Hemfidri as anthority in the course of other authorities,

The Kalpataru holds that the four gciences mentioned in the Vignu Poréna
(X1 6. 28) as they relate .to positive physical sciences should be taken as authority
and Dharma in matters worldly. Those sciences are “the Ayarveda (Medicine),
the Dhanurveda (Archery), the Gandharvaveda (Music), and the Artha tastra (6he
seience of wealth)—thus the sciences are altogether aighteen” (Vignu Puréna,
111, 2. 26),

8o also in the Haiva Purina, the Viyaviya Samhita, chapter one, it is ssid:
“0 Romahargana! O all-knowing! thou hast obtained through good luck a complete
knowledge of all the Purfinas from Vyisa, The four Vedas, the six Angss, the
Miméimsh, the Nyfiya, the Purina and the Dharma gnatra are fourteen Vidyés. The
Ayurveda (medicine), the Dhanurveda (Archery), the K Gindbarvaveda (Music) and
the Artha Séstra (the science of wealth) are the additional four, waking the Vidyds
eighteen, Of all these eighteen Vidyds, t,raatmg of different topice, the origln.al
author and direct prophet is the Trident-handed biva: such is the saying." (Swa
Purénas, 1. 23),

Though all these are sources of law, yeb all of them do not deal with all matters ;
and sometimos they contradict each other. Therefore, the commentator says that,
though each of them is an authority, yet the lacunwe of one should be supplied from
the other, where oue is incomplete; and where they differ there is option. Manu
has also taught this option in IL. 14: “But when two sacred texts (Srutis) are con-
flioting, both are held to be law; for both are pronounced by the wise to be valid

jaw.”
(e) Traditional! Abridgment of Niti Sastras,

The Smriti Sdstras have for their subject-matter a greater amount
of socio-religious topics than are usually dealt with in Ni/i Sdsiras, Their
authorship is, besides, attributed to Rishis, as we have seen in the
previnma enumeration. The Rishi upon whom our work has been fathered
is mentioned in tie abova list as Udanas. Tt is believed that Udanas or Sukra-

charyya was the last of the Rishis who ‘meddied in Pelity ; and that sioce
‘his time the whole stience of morals (social, economic and political) called

H#ti Sasiras has heen designated after him,
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- Sukracharyya himself records the history of the abridgment of N#
Sdsiras towards the commencement of cur,work: “For the good of
men Brahma2 had spoken that treatise on morals which contained 100
lakhs fe, 10 million slokas. By a process of selection the essence of that
Nity Sdsira, which was an extensive argumentative thesis, has been com-
piled in an abridged form by Vasistha and others like myself for the
increase of pruspcrlty of rulers of the earth and of others whose life is of
short span,"!

The same tradition! is otherwise stated thus: “ Formerly for the.
protection of creatures Brahmi wrote the science of Polity in ten million
chapters. Siva obtained this from Brahma and epitomised it in ten thousand
chapters. His work is called Vaisalaksya from his name (Visalaksa or
large-eyed). Indra made an abridgment of it in five thousand chapters, and
Sukra into one thousand. Thus it was gradually abridged by the various
sages having in view the shortened life of the people around them.”

(f) Yukti-Kalpatarn,

The association of gods and Rishis with the works on Ni and
allied topics, and the tradition about their vast size and large number, as
well as the custom of attributing works to one's gurus make the problem of
a systematic treatment of Hindu political science all the more difficult.
Equally puzzling is the association of works with historical characters,
men of real flesh and blood, round whom, however, legends like those of
Alexander and Charlemagne have grown up mystifying their age, locale as
well as personality. Oane such work is the Ywkt; Kalpataru, giving **an
account of all requirements in a royal court” as Professor Aufrecht
observes. The work is still in manuscript, but was first noticed by Dr. Rajen-
dralal Mitra, and since his time, has been drawn upon by Indologists
in their treatment of things Indian, specially secular matters, The work
is attributed to King Bhoja (Vikramaditya?) of Dhara in Malwa and has
been described by the author as compiled from msvandhas or treatises of
various munis or masters on the subjects. The following account of the
work is being given from the manuscript (108 leaves), written in Bengali
character, belonging to Mahidmahopadhyaya Adityarima Bhattacharya, now
in the possession of the Panini Office.?

The botanical name of the work has been explained at the beginning
just after the saldtation to Krishpa, ' the Parameswara, who by undoing
the happiness of Kansa did really promote his happiness, who is worship-
ped by th® gods and is really unadorable,” and to the “makers of Sastras
whose words purify good men, even for the hearing.” Just as a Kalpa-
‘wrikga or the wishing-tree (like the wishing-cow) celebrated in Hindu
religious lore yields the satisfaction of all desrrea, so “wise meén by
resorting to this Ka/patars (the treatise so called) can achieve the most
longed-for objects.” “The root of this tree is Damda niti (the science of

! Dutt’s Kadmandakiya Niti 84ra. {Calontta, 188&) )
*The work 48 being edited by tho present author,
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punishment), the stem is Jyotiska (implying Astronomy, Astrology, Horos-
copy and Mathematics according to the conception of the Hindus), the
branches and flowers are the diverse wvidyds which deal with the facts
observed (or the phenomenal world), the fruits are unknown and the rasa
or sap is the nectar of the ‘good, fe., promotes their welfare,” “ That
Kalpataru should be respected by Kings and ministers, who should study
their interests and deliberate on them according to its dictates as well as
those of other sastras,” ‘This is most conducive to the welfare of Kings
and promotes also the weal of others,” (t.e., people).

Thus the very definition of the term Yuktf: Kalpalaru asthe title of
a book introduces the topics of a Nifi Sdstra ; and, as a matter of fact,
all the subjects dealt with in the work are the proper themes of works
like Swukraniti. The following table of contents in the Yukti Kalpataru
would indicate that the work is, like the Artha® Sdsira, Kémandaki Niti,
Sukraniti, and Ghalakarparaniti, really a socio.economic and socio-political
treatise, and is an additional document of Hindu secular literature in the
department of Dharmasutras, Arthasastras or Niti Sastras :

. Niti Sastra. 2. Guru(Preceptor) and Purohita (Priest). 3, Amatya
(Land Revenue officer), Mantri (Foreign minister) and Duta (ambassador). 4.
Lekhaka (scribe) and Jyotirjna (astronomer). 5. Puradhyaksa (Mayor or
Superintendent of the city), Vanadhyakga (Superintendent of Parks and
Forests) 6. Koshavardhana (Development of Financial resources). 7. Raja-
dayada (sharers of the royal income). 8. Krisi Karma (agriculture). o.
Rathin (charioteer), Sadi (Horsemen or Cavalry). 1o, Gajaroha (the art of
elephant mounting, driving, etc.). 11. Yana (Land and Water conveyances).
12. Yatra (Expeditions). 13. Vigraha (warfare). 14 Chara (3py), 13.
Dutalakshana (Characteristics of ambassadors and spies). 16, Sandhi (Truce
and Peace). 17, Asana (Siege). 18. Dwaidha (Duplicity—a military technical
term in Siege-craft), 19. Asraya (seeking refuge or protection). zo. Danda
(Punishment), z1. Mantra (Policy or statecraft) 22-3. Dwandwa (Rivalry
and Hostilities undertaken under two sets of circumstances, e.g,, i. Aknitrima,
i.e. conditions of natural fortifications, and ii. Kritrima, ie, conditions of
artificial barriers and barricades, ete,) described with quotations from N#f
Sdsira, Garga, and one Bhoja,

14, Pura-nirmana (Building of cities). 25. Kala (the auspicious time),
26. The vasati (an,_ arrangement of various wards or quarters) described by
quoiatio'ns from Bhoja and Pargsara. 27. Dosagupa (good and bad effects,
according to Astrology). 28. Vastu (Houses). #b. Dingnirpaya (Directions),
30. Laksana (style or characteristics of Buildings). 3i. Mana (Measurements), .
32. Dogaguga. (good and bad effects), 3a. Kalanirpaya {wher to begin
building new houses). 33. Vdstu praveshakéla (when to enter new houses).
34 Dwaranirgaya (laying out of doors), 35, Prachira (walls), 36-41. Vaslu-l
danda (various measurements of houses), Vinasa griha, ranga, and Rajagriha
(:hc twelve species of Buildings).
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42, Asanas (Thrones), 43. Khatikas (bedsteads). 44. Pitha (stools
made of metals, stones or wood). 45. Chhatras (Umbrellas). "46. Dhwaja
(Flags), 47. Chamara, 48. Chasaka (Drinking vessels). 49. Vastra (clothes).
so. Alankara (ornaments),

5. Diamond. g2, Padmariga (species of Emerald). 53-4. Examination,
prices etc., of Diamonds. 55. Examination of Vidruma (corals). 56. Gomeda.
57-8, Pearls—their examination and prices. 59. Vaiduryya, Indraniia (Sapphire).
60, Chhaya (Transmitted Light). 61. Marakata (Emerald—its origin, and
good and bad effects), 6z, Puspariga (Topaz). 63, Bhismamanpi, 64. Pulaka.
65. Sphatika (Quartz). 66. Ayaskénta. 67. Sankha (Conch),

68. Astra (Missile). 69. Khadga (Dagger), 70. Dhanu (bow). 71. Bina
(arrow), 72-3. Yatra (Expedition)—the proper time for it. 74. Nirijana
(ceremony with horses aud elephants).

n5-g. Horses—Testing, their defects, how to strike them, etc, 8o, Ritu-
charyya (seasons —and seasonal treatment of horses). 8t-2. . Elephants. 83-5.
The Examination, Mcrits and Defects of Bulls, 86, Buffaloes, 87, Decr, 88,
Dogs. 8g. Goats. go-3, Carriages of various kinds,

94, Nauka Kastha (woods or timber for boats). g5. Boats of various
kinds,
(2) Hindu Rdjneet in Ayeen Akbari,

The political literature of the Hindus was known to Abul Fazl, who

in the Ayeen Akbari,! has given a short synopsis of probably some of the
" Niti Sdstras in his possession in the chapter on the various branches of learn-
ing cultivated by the people of Hindusthan ruled by his master, the great
Akbar. Besides giving an elaborate description of Hindu Laws under the
heading Beyhdr (Sans, Vyavahdra) and referring to “many other sensible books
upon government! the compiler of this Moghul Gazetteer gives the follow-
ing summary of Rdjneet, * the art of governing a kingdom."”

“]t is incumbent on a monarch to divest himself of avarice and anger, by
following the counsels of wisdom. * * * [t is his indispensable duty to fear
God * * * to pay particular respect to men of exalted rank and behave with
kindness towards his subjects of every description. * * * He should be ambi-
tious to extend his dominions, * * % No enemy is so insignificant as to
be beneath his notice, * * * A wise prince will banish from his court all
corrupt and designing men, * * *

“ The king resembles a gardener, who plucks up the thorns and briers,
and throws them on one sidg, whereby he beautifies his garden, and at the
same time raises a.fence which preserves his ground from the intrusion of
strangers, * * * The king detaches from the nobles their too numerous
friends and dangerous dependents, * * * TR

{n effairs of moment it is not advisable to consult with many. * #* * .
Some ancient monarchs made it a rule to consult men of & contqry '

! Gladwin's Translation, Val, III (1788) pp. 104-219,
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description and to act diametrically opposite to their advice, * * * They
found it the safest way to join with the prime minister a few wise and
experienced men, and to require each to deliver his opinion in writing,
A prince moreover requires a learned astrologer and a skilful physician,
* * % If any monarch is more powerful than himself he continually
strives to sow dissension among his troops; and if heis not able to effect
this, prudently purchases his friendship. * % * The prince whose
territory adjoins to his, although he may be friendly in appearance, yet
ought not to be trusted; he should always be prepared to oppose any
sudden attack from that quarter. With him whose country lies next
beyond the one last-mentioned he should enter into alliance; but no
connexion should be formed with those who are more remote, " If he finds
it necessary to attack his enemy, he should invade his country during
the time of harvest.”

Here we have from a foreign source the traditional ideas of the Hindus
regarding Constitution, International Morality, etc,, as preser\red in the Hindu
literature of the 16th century A. D.

SECTION 4.

Unity and Diversity in Indian National Life.

There are, no doubt, some floating ideas which are common to almost
all these treatises and seem to have been the stock-in-trade of every writer on
NViti, ‘These verbatim reproductions or occasional modifications and adapta-
tions of the same texts are not difficult to explain. Thelanguage of the learned
world was the same throughout India. Education was imparted orally, and
ideas were transmitted for generations from mouth to mouth. Besides, the
incessant political changes of the times also promoted a uniformity:' of culture,
Dynastic revolutions, territorial expansion and contraction, trafisfers of royal
seats from place to place, emergence of new areas into political importance,
constant transformations of the * old order yielding place to new "—all these
tended to produce an elasticity and flexibility of the Indian mind ever ready
to receive new impressions by facilitating rapprochement and intercourse
among the people.

But beneath these unities and uniformities of culture are to be found
the varieties and diversities which are the characteristic products of par-
ticular epochs and areas. A close study of the political maxims embodied
in the various branches of Hindu literature is calculated to yield not only
a history of the developsment of polity and political speculation in India,
through the ages, but also a record of the varying geographical influences:
bearing upon it.

This characteristic of Indian national culture in its socio-political aspects,®
vis,, the super-imposition, upon a fundamental bed-rock of umiformity, of a
dlmglty adjusted to the conditions of varying localities and relative to the.
'chl'ngﬂ in the dynamic world-forces-—has been also pointed out in my pul.pprsJ

o ‘a ocio-religious festival called Gambhird: conuected with the  Saive-:

.
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cumBakaism of Bengal,'! In fact, “the diversity that characterises the
customs and festivals, hymns and rituals of the people in different parts of India
in the self-same socio-religious institution is so great to-day that it is difficult
to perceive the unity underlying them.”

The relativity and diversity of national ideals and institutions modify-
ing the traditional unifying agencies have been thus explained: “The
kaleidoscopic political changes which shifted the vital centres of gravity
from people to people, province to province, and district to district, neces-
sarily converted the border-lands or buffer-states of one epoch into pro-
minent seats of political and cultural life in the next, and occasionally
diverted the stream of paramount ideas along new and untrodden channels,
These are hatdly visible to us to.day because of the paucity of historical
details bearing on them. On the other hand, the translation of higher culture
into the tongues of the people of the various parts from the common store-
house of Sanskrit, the /ingua franca of educated India, through the ages, and the
necessary niodifications or adaptations, have imparted a local colouriug and
distinctive tone td the all-India Hindu traditions, sentiments and customs in
the several parts of the country.”

“ Social and religious life of the people of India have thus been for ages
governed not simply by the texts of the Sastras in Sanskrit (which, by the
bye, could not escape the natural adaptation to the conditions of time and
place), but also really and to a powerful extent by the vast mass of different
vernacular literatures, both secular and religious, that grew up side by side
with, and eventually replaced, to a considerable extent, the original store-
house.”

' SECTIOR §.
Preliminary Spade-work,

So far as the Hindu Literature on Economics, Public Finance, Constitu-
tion, Jurisprudence, and International Law is concerned, the proper analysis of
the documents with the object of discrimingting from the permanent and basic
foundations of unifying thought and tradition the layets and sediments that
point to different epochs and diverse local conditions in Indian culture-history,
has yet to be underfaken.

And the problem of assigning a particular political code to a particular
kingdom or empire cannot be solved before a vast amount of spade-work is
done, In the first place, the politfcal history of India has to be ransacked so
as to give more or less complete pictures of the administrative machinery and
economic organisation of the various kingdoms and empires of the Hindu
world, Mr Krishnaswamy Aiyangar has given a good survey of the whole
administrative system of the Cholas® (9o0-1300, A.D.) in his Ancient India by
utilising inscriptions and Tamil manuscripts, Mr, Akshaya Kumar Maitra has

LA Northérn Form of the Baiva Qult in the Modern World (Madras) for Octo-
ber 1918,

® Soe also Polity Ancient and Medimval in Kerola—(Modern Review, December
ma; by Venkataraya Iyer, '
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thrown out some suggestive hints regarding the Land Revenue Policy and agri-
cultural tenures under the Pala Empire. The materialsin the possession of the
Vdrendra Research Society are likely to yield a more satisfactory and complete
picture of the medisval administrative system in Eastern India.

In the second place, the whole field of Indian Literature, both
Sanskrit and Vernacular, has to be ransacked wide and deep to discover
socio-political and socio-economic ‘treatises, and their contents minutely
analysed and elaborately indexed in the interest of comparative studies.
Mr. Narendranath Law's Studies tn Ancient Hindu Polily has revealed
certain features of Maurya administration described in the Arthasdsira of
Kautilya, Mr, Kashi Prasad Jayaswal's essay on the Infroduction fo Hindu
Polity published in the columns of the Modern Review, is a historical survey
of Hindu political thought. Though premature as such, it is well calculated to
suggest and open up new fields for the careful consideration of those who are
interested in the theory of political proéress and development of politics and in
the history of political science as a special branch of world's philosophical
literature.

The present work is an attempt at placing some of the data of socio-
economic and socio-political life gleaned from a text-book of Hindu Sociology.



CHAPTER Il

THE DATA OF ANCIENT INDIAN GEOGRAPHY.
SecTION 1.

Sukraniti as a source of Geographical Information,

The work of Sukracharyya is not a historical kdvya like the Rdj Tarangins
‘or * Annals of Kashmir’ in Sanskrit by the poet-historian Kalhana, which, accord-
ing to Mr. Stein," “is not only the amplest but also the most authentic of our
sources for the geography of Kashmir,” and ‘by far the 1ichest source of
information’ for its historical geography. It is not an Itihdsa,® ‘which
narrates past events in and through the stories of the actions of the kings,'
The description of courts and palaces, forts and temples, or of the circums-
tances attending the foundation of towns, villages, estates, shrines, mathas
and other religious structmies by paiticular kings, or the narrative of
expeditions, warfares, sieges, etc., undertaken in quest of territorial expaunsion
are quite uncalled for in the Nifisdstra. Here the author has ne opportunities
for describing the physical background of the hero’s exploits by referring
to the relief, mountains, rivers, character of soils, seasons, weather, climate
and such other natural agencies as promote or retard the activities of
man. It is not even a Purdna® also, which according to the orthodox
definition must contain “an -account of the creation, the destruction, the
dynasties, the cycles or epochs and the incidents o1 events under each
dynasty,” There is thus no scope in it fur popular story-telling and
attractive descriptions likely to catch one’s imagination or for rambling from
subject tu subject and charming digressiuns about the plants, animals, physical
features, geological facts, etc,, that come in the way., Noris Suéranili an
ordinary kduya* like, say, the Raghuvamsam of Kahdasa, which must “appeal
to the various rasas, ve, feelings or tastes and give rise to pleasure”
according to canons of Hindu literary art, and may be diversified in style
by images, similes, metaphors and other forms of alamkdra or figures of
speech, as well as eariched by historical narratives or matter-of-fact deserip-
tions, fanciful pictures or details of men and things according to the
writer’s genius and sense of proportion, But Sukranifi is in verse only
because almost every bit of Sanskiit hiterature is so; there is here no scope
for flights of imagination or embellishments of style.

The physiography, topography, mineralogy and meteorology of a place
that are more or less expected in works like these have no natural place ina
Nitisdsira, Among the thirty-two widyds or sciences mentioned by Sukra-
chiéryya in the thild section of the fourth chapter of his work, there s no

1 Gtein's R4j Tarangini, vol. 2, p. 366, * Sukra IV, iil, 104-5, -
«* Sukea IV, fii , 102-8. * Sukra 1V, iii, 110-L.
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mention of ' Nitisdsira, But the scope he has défined for his Sastra at the
commencement of the treatise and the manner in which he accomplishes his
task lead one to bellwc that Nitisdstra is either identical with, or a species of,

the more generic vidyd, the science .of Arthasdstra,' which is defined to be
that “which describes the actions, -and administration of Kings in accordance
with the dictates of Srutiand Smriti, as well as the means of livelihood in a
proper manner,” and is thus politics and economics combined. I is what in
modern phraseology would be called a ‘normative’ science dealing with what
* should be' as opposed to what ‘is ’ or *has been,’ since it dictates and prescribes
‘duties’ for kings, princes and statesmen. In such a work we cannot expect
anything but the ‘generalisations,” or what appear to be generalisations,
regarding kingly functions deduced from the experience of many states in the
past and the present; and therefore veferences to particular or individual men
and places are few and far bctween, mctdentslly called for in the interest of
illustration, :

The very scope and nature of Sukraniti, therefore, prevent it from being
a source of geongraphical information, and the author or authors of the work
have conscientiously done their part by avoiding all unnecessary or superfluous
details except such as are directly and indiiectly relevant to the socio-econo-
mic and socio-political topics., In studying the geographical environment of
the locality in which the work was composed or the court was situated one
has, therefore, to pursue the same method as is used in the study of Shakes-
peare, who always hides himsell and eludes the reader’s grasp. It seems
almost a hopeless task to catch the personality of Shakespeare or Kalidasa,
because in them there is ‘Nature's plenty.’ It is an interesting fact about
Kalidasa that to-day he is claimed by all the four quarters of India as belong-
ing to each. Kashmir and Malabar, Guzarat and Bengal, the extreme north
and the extreme south, the extreme west and the extreme east—all vie with
each other in finding ffom the 'internal evidences ' of the works of Kalidasa that
they are the pioducts of a man born aud bred in their surroundings.

The geographical facts and phenomena in Sukraniti have to be studied,
therefore, not only to fix upon the locality in which it might have been written,
but also for the knowledge that the poets of the Sukra cycle or authors who
chose to adopt the #nom-de-plume of Sukracharyya have incidentally displayed
1egarding the plants, animals, minerals, rivers, forests, soils, seasons, &c. of
India and the world outside it.

SECTION 2.
General Geographical Facts,
(8) The Quarters and Divisions of India,
The directions of the world, as indicated by the points of the compass,

have been mentioned several times in the course of the work. In conmection
with the construction of the capital city® and the rvoyal residence or palace

T Sukre IV, 11l 1129, * Sukra 1, 425516,
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and officers’ quarters, &c, Sukraniti is very particular about the directions,
northern or soutliern, eastern or western, that are to be specially set apart for
particular rooms or houses. Thus towards the east the king should have
houses for the washing and cleaning of clothes &c. The northern rooms are
set apart for chariots, arms and weapons, &. The museum is to be situated
towards the north of the palace. And so on. Or again the northern and
southern sides are to be long, twice or thrice the eastern and western sides,
The palace is to have sides of equal length in all directions and to be high
southwards and low northwards. The rooms of the rest-houses may face the
north or east. In Fdstu-Sds/ras, or Hindu treatises on buildings, the directions
must be mentioned with particular care, because each is supposed to be presided
over by a deity, (e.g.. Kuvera, or the god of fortune, is the lord of the north,
Yama or Death is the lord of the south, and so on). Hence, each direction has
a special value affixed to it over and above the o}dinsry secular significance
which arises from the fact that human life and comfort are aftected by the sun,
the wind and other natural agencies. The subject has becn elaborately treated
in that celebrared mine of information regarding things Indian, called the
Brihat Samhitd as well as the socio-economic manuscript, Yukti Kalpataru,
Besides this mention of directions which, according to Hindu tradition, is
mainly of a social and religious character, Sukrani!i contains references ta the
north, south, east, west and middle as points or regions which take the reader
out of the parely local surroundings of a particular spot. The geographical
horizon of the poets of the Sukra cycle can be inferred to a certain extent from
one of the functions of the Sachiva® or Head of the War Office, among the Ten
Prakritis or Executive Councillors of the state, which is described to be that of
studying the men who are sent eastward and westward on missibns. This men-
tion of ' eastward and westward,’ however, does not furnish any solid ground as to
the particular regions meant, for it has been done in connexion’ with a general
statement. But the references to the ‘north and west’ as the land of the
Yavanas® who ‘“recognise authority other than that of the Vedas,” to the
‘southern’ countries where Brahmanas® are not condemned, ifthey marry
maternal uncles’ daughters, to ‘ Madhyadesa,’ where artisans*® are beef-eaters,
and deviatlon from the normal customs is not regarded as a sin, and to the
“porth'¥ where the women are touchable when they are menstruated, are not
only the facts of pure and simple geography, but create in the minds of the
reader the shrewd suspicion that the author of these lines does not belong to
the particular regions mentioned, and that these must lie beyond the pale of
“normal ” rules and regulations of social life. Infixing upon the author’s home,
therefore, one would be paturally tempted to exclude these regions from one's
considerations,
It is difficult to make out which regions are specified in these references,
The description of India as a country of the Navakhanda® or Nine Divisions

1 Sukra 11, 181-180, 4 Bukra 1V, v, 25-00,
* Bukra 1V, iv, T4-75, ' Sukra IV, B, 87,
» Bukrs 1V, v, %4 * Cunningham's Ancient Geography of India (1871), pp. 5-8.
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was first used by the astronomers Parasara and Varihamihira, and was after-
wards adopted by the authors of several of the Puranas, “The names of the
Nine Divisions given in the Mahabharata and the Puranas differ entirely from
those of Varihamihira; but they agree with those of the famous astronomer,
Bhaskaracharyya,” But “the division of India into five great provinces would
appear to have been the most popular one during the early centuries of the
Christian era, as it was adopted by the Chimese pilgrims,and from them by all
Chinese writers, According to Vishnu Purana the cenfre was occupied by the
Kurus and Panchilas ; in the East was Kamarupa or Assam ; in the South were
the Pundras, Kalingas, and Magadhas ; in the West were the Saurastras, Suras,
Abhiras, Arbudas, Karushas, Malavas, Sauviras, and Saindhavas; and in the
North the Hunas, Salvas, Sakalas, Ramas, Ambashtas and Parasikas.” This
account of India in the Vishhu Purana does not include what are comprised by
the modern Deccan and Southern India. But “the same division of five great
provinces was adopted by the Chinede pilgrim Houen Tsang in the seventh
century, who names them in the same manner, as north, south, east, west and
central according to their relative positions.” The extent and area of each of
the five great provinces which according to the tourist’s report contained
altogether eighty kingdoms are not the same as those in the Vishnu Purana;
and Houen Tsang’s India is larger than that of the Purapa. From Cunningham
we quote the following lines which give the territories included within the
five great provinces of India in the seventh century A.D.

“1, Northern India comprised the Ponjab Proper, including Kashmir and adjolning
hill states with the whole of Eastern Afghanistan beyond the Indus, and the present cls-
Sutlej states to the west of the Saraswati river.

1I. Western India comprised Sindh and Western Rajputana with Kutch and Gujarat,
and a portion of the adjoining coast on the lower course of the Narbada river,

II[. Oentral India comprised the whole of the Gangetie Provinces from Thaneswar
to the head of the Delta and from the Himalaya mountains to the banks of the Narbada.

1V. Eastern Indiu comprised Assam and Bengal Proper inclading the whole of the
Delta of the Ganges together with SBambalpur, Orissa and Ganjam.

V. Southern India comprised the whole of the Peninsula from Nasika on the west
and Ganjam on the east, to cape Kumarl (Comorin) on the south, including the Modern
Districts of Berar and Telingana, Mahéirishtra and the EKonkan, with the separate
states of Haidarabad, Mysore and Travancore or very nearly the whole of the Peninsula
to the south of the Narbada and Mah&nadi rivers."”

Mr. Cunningham believes that the tradition of the five Great I-’rovmces
was verypopular in ancient India, at any rate among the educated classes,
And if the authors of the Sukra cycle followed that tradition in referring to
the 1and of Yavanas and the other regions of customs that would be regarded
as immoral and heinous according to the normal standard of life and manners
obtaining in the country for which their work was being written, the trcatise
excludes practically the whole of India from its purview and would have to be
referred to some spat in Easlern India. But is it probable that the authorg
have used the pratyaguitara, (north and west or north-west?), the madhya-
deja, the ddksindlya and the wffara in the technical sense of the terms as
given in either Vishnu Purana or the Chinese pilgrim's accounts ? The:
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question involves farger issues and cannot be decided before the following
problems are solved ;-

(1) The Ethnalogy of the Yavanas and their Philosophy,

(2) The regions and races which allowed beef-eating to artisans and
artists and fish-eating to men,

(3) The regions and races which allowed the marriage of maternal
uncles' daughters by Brahmanas,

{4) The regions and races which did not consider female menstruation
as a pollution,

(s) The regions and races which did not object to the drinking of wines
by women,

(6) The regions and races in which unchastity was not regarded asa sin.
Yavanas,’

If we are to determine the geography of the Yavanas after solving
the question of their race and feligion, the problem will not be solved at
all. The Yavanamafa' or the philosophy of the Yavanas has been described
in Sukraniti as the thirty-first Fidyd “ which recognises God as the invisible
creator of this Universe and recognises virtues and vices without reference
to Swuti and Smriti, and which believes that Srufi contains a separate
religious system.” This description of Yavanism as a non-vedic, monotheistic
religion is ‘too wide’, and as Mr. Oppert discusses in his short Preface
to the Text of Sukranili Sdra, published by the Madras Government in
1882, may be made to apply (1) to the Mosaic religion, (2) to Mahometanism,
(3) to Christianity, (4) to the religion of the ancient Persians ; and even
(s) to the religion of the Hindus “who contend that they only reveie the
god-head in one particular mamfestation, but that they do not admit of
a plurality of gods.” But Mr. Oppert's contention that Yavanamata may
refer even to Hinduism is certainly errancous, since no form of Hinduism
ignoves Srufi and Smriti and believes that Sruti contains a separate religious
system—conditions essential to Yavana philesophy. In any .case, to argue
definitely from the tenets and doctrines of this creed as to the race and
nationality of the people professing it is impossible,

As for the abode or habitat of this race it is mentioned that the people are
‘ pratyaguttaravasinah.’® This word may be interpreted in two ways according
as the compound is taken to be of the Karmadhdraya type or of the Dwandwa
type. In the first case, the Yavanas are a people who live in the north-west,
In the second case, they live both in the north and in the west (prafyak). Mr.
Oppert takes it in the first sense. 1 take itin the second. But either way we
are not left any the wiser regarding the religion or the people indicated by the
term. For in different ages different peoples professing differeat faiths, Jewish,
Hellenic, Christian, and Mahometan, have been inhabitants of ‘the regions

—

3 Sukra 1V, il, 124-126, * Bukra IV, v, 74-75,
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implied by the nortb, west, and north-west. The pre-condition’ for fixing the
precise ethnology of Yavanas, therefore, is the exact date of Sukranits, which
for a long time yet, is sure to be * begging the question,’

Dr. Rajendralal Mitra, in his second volume of Indo-Aryans after a pro-
tracted disquisition, arrives at the following conclusions regarding the Yavanas:
“ That originally the term Yavana was the name of a country and of its people to
the west of Eandahar,—which may have been Arabia, or Persia or Medea, or Assyria—
probably the last. -
(2) That subsequently it became the name of all those places.
(8) That at a later date it indicated all the casteless races to the west of the Indus
including the Arabs and the Asiatlic Greeks and the Egyptians.
(4) That the Indo-Greek Kings of Afghanistan were also probably indicated by the
sdme name,
(6) That there s not & tittle of evidence to show that it was at any one time the
exclusive name of the Grecks.
< (8) Thatit s impossible now to infer from the use of the term Yavana the exact
nationality indicated in Sanskrit works.”

BEer anp Fish.

If the above -discussion does not leave us on any solid ground as to the
geographical facts and phenomena of India, the precise delimitation of areas
within which certain abnormal social and religious customs are allowed is none
the moie easy. Take, for instance, beef-eating, which has been described as the
peculiar custom of the artists andartisans of the madlivadesa, or fish-eating, which
is described as the special characteristic of the people generally of the same
tract, Bothin Vedic and subsequent Indian hterature the s]augluer of animals
for food has been repeatedly mentioned. Principal P, T. Srinivas Iyengar
writes in his Life in Ancient India in the Age of the Maniras :

“ Horses (A.V.vi, 71.1), bulls (R.V, i. 104, 43), buflaloes (R.V. 20. 7), rams (R.V. X 27, 17)
and goats (R.V. i. 162, 8) wore killed on slanghter-bencheos (R.V.x 86.18), cooked in caldrons
(R.V.iii, 68.22) and eaten. The eating of fishes and birds must have also prevailed.”

Dr, R, Mitra also is strongly of opinion that beef-eating was universally
allowed in ancient India and proves it by referring o Ullardma-chanta,
Smritis, Manusamhild, Asoka’s edicts, Mahdbhérata, Rdmdyana, Charaka,
Sugruta, Kalpa and Grihya Sulras,

“ Aswaliyana emphatically ordains that no madhuparka should be celebrated withont
flesh(?)," The author of the Nirasinhiys Prayoga-pirijita has copied verbatim
ﬁswalﬂynns‘s rule about the necessity of eating beef at the Madhuparka ceremony, but
qualified it by & quotation from p dityapurdna which says that in the present kali age the
madhuparka should be celebrated withont slaughtering & cow. The guotation has been
given at length by Pardsara, Hemddri and other compilers.” *The Brihanndragiya
Purina follews the above very closely.”

Both the Upa-purdnas are, according to Ur. Mitra, not abovg eleven or
twelve hundréd years old, The author of the Virnayasindhu argues :
| “The slsnghter of Jarge bulls and large sheep for Brabmaus vorsed in thel Vedas,
thongh duly ordained, should not bedano,heingdetes&edhytiepuhun.
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Dr, Mitra's explanation? of the prohibition of "beef-eating lies in the fact
“‘that when the Brahmans had to contend against Buddhism, which emphatically
and so successfully denounced all sacrifices, they found the doctrine of respect
for animal life too strong and popular to be overcome, and therefore gradually

and imperceptibly adopted it in such a manner as to make it appear a part
of their Sdséra.”

The lines in Sukrantti, therefore, referring to the custom of beef-eating as
confined within a certain class of people in certain tracts of India called madhya-
deka must have been written by a person, if Dr. Mitra’s theory is to be accepted,
. who lived in an eavironment that had long been disciplined in the sentiments and
traditions brought on by the ascendancy of Buddhism, Madhyadega, therefore,
shiould mean the land that forsook these humanitarian ideals tong before other
parts had become callous to them. Eastern India®* as described in connexion
with Hiouen Tsang’s travels was the land that received Buddhistic influence
earlier and more powerfully than other parts of India, and it may be surmised
that the author of the lines referred to was writing from his home in Eastern
India ebout the Central India as described in the Chinese itinerary, when he
was thinking of beef and fish as food,

Mahamahopadhyaya Haraprasad Sastri, in his Introduction to Mr, Nagendra
Nath Vasu's Modern Buddhism, thus bears testimony to the strength of
Buddhism in Eastern India:

* Yuan Chuang tells us that there were ten thousaund Sanghirimas with a hundred
thousand Bhikshus in Bengal, To support this vast mendicant popuolation at least ten
millions of lay families were required, and they would be all Buddhists. ** More than
three-fourths of the population of Bengal were Buddhists. Full one hundred years after
Yanan Chuang, the original five progenitors of the present Ridhiya and Varendra Brihmans
in Bengal came from Eanoj. Their religion was not a proselytising one, In the middlo
of the twelfth century Balldla S8en took a of the d dants of these five Brahmins
and he found only eight hundred families in all. They lived mostly on grants of land
made to them by the Rijis.* ** But they rarely interfered with other people's religion,
*% % The masses were almost entirely left in the hands of the Buddhists, both married and
pnmarried. * * * The monasteries of Nilanda, Vikramasily, Jagaddala and other places were
the best seminaries for the diffusion of Buddhistic learning and Buddhistic religion. It
was from these monasteries that Tibet, Barma, Ceylon and Mongolia received their
Buddbist preachers and Buddhist authors and translators.®*** In the twellth century
there were the following forms of religion in Bengal and in Eastern India :—

1. Brahminism. It was followed by 800 families of Rddhiya and Vérendra Brahmins
and about a hundred families of other Brabmins, the descendants of many Eéyasthas who
oame from the west and those of lower classes who served the families.

1 Indo-Aryans, VolLlI, pp. 854-88.

* Beo the contributions of Mahémahopidhydya Haraprasid Sastri to the Journal of
the Asiatio Socioty of Bengal, No 1. 1895, and Proceedings of the Society for Decembar,
1898, Pandit Saatri has explained * how the religion which existed in Hastern India in
such splendowr from 600 B. 0. to 1200 A, D.” has under the influence of mew conditi
continned to exist there in new names under various guises even to the present day. Thie
lattar sspeot of the question has been discussed by Mr, Nagendranath Vasu also im
his Modern Buddhism,
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3. Hinaydna. This was followed on the West of the Ganges and especially in
Tamiuk,

8. Mahdyhna. It was a religion of the higher class Buddhist monks and higher class
Buoddhist \h}ity.

4. Vsjriyana, This was the re]igion of the middle class man and_ the married
Buddhist clergy,

6. Nithism, which was professed by the Yogis who had numerous followers amongat
the Buddhiste and a few among the Brahminists.

8. The Sahajiyd cult. It had nnmerous followers below the middle-class Buddhists
and some among the lower class Brahminists,

7. Thntrism. It had ite followers among all classes, but among the higher classes
it was a sllbsldlary ‘form of worship, among the lower it was-the chief form.

8, The Kélachakrdyana. It was purely Buddhist and niore a religion of fear than of
love and was followed by the lowest classes.”

Mr, Dineschandra Sen, also, in his celebrated History of Bengali Liler-
alure (both in Bengali and English) has adduced fresh facts in support of the
Sastri's theory about the survival of Buddhism among the lower orders in
Eastern India. He has referred to Bengali works of the period from 13th
century, the age of the so-called annihilation of Buddhists by the Musalmans,
to the 17th century. Nagendranath Vasu's Modern Buddhism is an account of
still extant forms of that cult in the hill-tracts of Orissa, In Mr, Sen's monu-
mental work we have been supplied with some of the more important features
of Buddhistic faith that may be detected from an analysis of (1) the Sunyapurina
of Ramai Pandit published by the Bangiya Sahitya Parishat of Calcutta, (z) the
Bengali passages occurring in the Sanskrit works of ioth-sith cent, (3) the
Charyd charyavinischaya of Kanu Bhatta, discovered by the Sastri in Nepal, (4)
the Lay of Manikchand published in the Jouinal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal
(belonging according to Grierson, to the 14th, but according to Sen, to 11th-1ath
cent,), (5) the folk-songs about Govinda Chandra compiled by a rustic poet,
(6) the agricultural maxims of Khana, and (7) astrological lore of Daka, both of
which must be considerably anterior to Manikchand.

Another scholarly and highly original Bengali publication of recent times
which throws a flood of light on Medizval Buddhism and the processes of trans-
formation by which it merged into, and was replaced dr considerably eclipsed
by, Hinduism is the history of Gambhird," a Saiva festival of the people in North
Bengal, by Mr, Haridasa Palit of the District Council of National Education,
Malda, This work may be looked upon more or less as a connected history of
socio-religious life of Eastern India, The researches embodied in it go further
than supplying new data corroborating the hypothesis of the Sastri; for it proves

! The materiala supplied by Mr. PAlit in this learned work from o firat-hand stody
of inumersble Bengali and Banskrit Mss., traditions and folksongs as prevailing in Nopth
and Weat Bengsl (called Varendra and RédNa) as well as Urissa have been utilised by the
present author: for his fortheoming work, + Studies in Hindu Literature—Literary and
Seociclogical.” A few chapters from this have been published in The Vedic Mugasing
ﬂinpﬂm}, The Modern World (Madras), and The Collegion (Calontts).
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that the worship of Siva by the orthedox Hindus of to.day with such ‘peculiar

consilitutiona'l, doctrinal and devotional features as are associated with the :
Gambhird, Gdjana and other ceremonies, is nothing different from, but really a

descendant or another form of, the worship of Dharma, the medizval Buddha,

popularised by Ramai Pandit, and that the whole laboratory of Buddhalogy

and paraphernalia of Buddhistic ceremonialism have been utilised by and
transformed into the modern socio-religious institutions of the Hindus, Modern,
Saiva-cum- éaktaism is thus traced by the author through the Yoga-Tantric

phase of Mahayana-cum-Brahmanism back to the Vedic period of the snmp]e-
worship of Rudra, Rudra-aguis, &c,

That Buddhism was decaying in Central and Southern India, while it
flourished vigorously in Biliar and Bengal, would be evident from the fol!awmg
extracts from Mr. Vincent Smith’s Early History of India :

“The Brahmanical reaction against Buddhism had begun ats time conmderably
u‘.rlior than that of Fahien's' travels (405—11 A, D.); and Indian Buddhigm was already
upon the downward path."

% Buddhism was visibly waning in the days of Harsha and Houen Tsang. * * * Tt had
certainly lost its dominant positiou in the Gangetic plain which it had once held. * * ¥
The sacrificial form of the Hindu religion received special attention. * * * Buddhism as
a popular religion in Bihar, iis last -sbode in Upper India, sonth of the Himalayas, was
destroyed onoe asd for all by the sword of a single Muysalman adventurer (11088 A, D.)."

According to Dr. Mitra, therefore, the prohibition of beef and meat as food
and the cousideration of people taking to them as following an abnormal practice
must be ascribed to the influence of Buddhistic environment in Eastern India as
I have suggested above,

MareErNAL UnciLe's DAUGHTER,

The marriage and other social customs mentioned above do not raise many
difficulties. Awmong Marathas and Madrasis, even to-day, Brahmans may marry
maternal uncle's daughters—an abnormal custom according to Sukra, The
tradition is preserved in a familiar Sanskrit sioka * daksine matuli-kanya, uttare
mansabhojanam,’ which describes the southern custom regarding marriage
together with the northern regarding neat as food. The term Daksipatya,
therefore, used in the Sukranili, for the abode of such Brahmans as follow this
abnormal custom, refers both to what is now called the Deccan plateau as well
as Southern ludia, as it did according to the division of India into five great .
proviuces in Houen Tsang’s time, There is no doubt that by this term the
Northerner (or East Indian ?) Sukra refers to the Deccani (Chalukya, Ras-
trakuta), Andhra (Telugu)and Chola (Tamil) Brabmans of his age,

Wings,

As for what Sukracharyya considers to be the abnormal.practice of the
drinking of wines by female's, definite information on the point is not easily
available. Dr. Mitrahas proved the practice to be universal by references ta
the Ramayapa, Mahabharata, Buddhist works, the works of Kalidasa and Magha,

1 Becond Bdition, pp. 388, 267, 818, 870. See also Aiyangar's dncient India, p, 363, .
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Purénas and Tantras, But the fact thatit should be regarded as exclusively
the practice of the female sex of a particular country cannot be satisfactorily
explained in the present state of our knowledge regarding the social life of
ancient and medieeval India, Sukra may, thercfore, be taken al his word when
he ‘mentions the north as the locality of the custom. And there is no
objection to referring this north to the northern division of Hiouen Tsang,

The same arguments apply to the non.nbservance of menstruation as
ceremonially unclean, and yield the same conclusions about its locality.

UncHAsTITY.

The unchastity of women' has been referred to several times in Vedic and
other Hindu literature, But it is not easy to locate it somewhere as the area
f& which _it is particularly connived at, Sukra’ statement that it is the
characteristic of the women of Madhyadega may, tlleréforc, be taken for what
it is worth, Aund in the absence of positive evidences for or against, this
madhyadega may be taken to be the Central India of the Chinese pilgrim,

EasT INDIAN LOCALE OF SUKRANITI,

The study of the directions and diwvisions of India mentioned in the
Sukraniti leads to a tentative hypothesis as to the home of the authors of the
Sukra cycle. We have to fix upon a region, with reference to which the writer
may simultaneously mention the north, west, central and south, as the guarters
or divisions where certain customs and practices obtain which “deserve penance®
and punishment” in the normal region that sets the standard,

No Southerner would regard a southern practice as out of the way and be-
yond the ‘ norm." The same consideration applies to the westerner, northerner,
&c. The only region or quarter that has no! been mentioned must therefore
be the land of Sukra's ‘ normal’ social life, and this is the Eastern.

The argument from the * abnormal’ practices leaves no doubt as to the
normal region in which the treatise was compnsed, As to the spot also with
reference to which the quarters of India and the positions of the regions are
mentioned, there can be no difficulty. We may place it in Easterh India, if
we suppose that north, west, centre and south were being mentioned in the
technical seuse of the terms as used by Hiouen Tsang, The Easterner versed
in techaical terminology would mean by north not the Tibetan Himalayas,
but the Punjab and Kaslhimir, Himalayas, &c., by the west not the modern
U, P. but Sindb, Rajputana, &c., by the central the regions marked out by
Hiouen Tsang comprising U. P., Behar, C. P. of modern times, and by the south
the whole of South India beyond the Narbada. The Madhya (centre) would
thus always be the centre of India, the North always the North of :India, the
Dékgindtya or Seuth the whole of Southern India.

But-one might argue that, if the technical meaning of the terms be taken,
thére can be no objection to the author of the lines referred to beipg a southern~
er alsa, say a Chola or an Andlira, belonging to any part - of India, for he is

' Iyengar's Lifs in Ancient India, pp. 67-68, “*Sakrs IV, v, 99,
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at liberty to use the terms in the same sense from all places. The objection
is refuted by the other consideration about the normal and abnormal customs
just discussed. Thus though the Southerner may call the man of the Punjab
and Kashmir, &c,, noriherners in the special sense, and the other parts of India
exclyding Rajputana, &c. on the west and Bengal, &c, on the east by the special
name of Central India, and describe himself as a southerner in the technical
sense given with reference to the whole of India (which is not likely), it is not
iigll probable that he would look upon the southerners, or his own countrymen
as illustrating'a social practice that is beyond the ‘norm.” The same considera-
tion goes against the author being a ‘north '-man or a ‘ Madhyadesa'-man.

This process of reasoning Js adopted by George Buhler! to prove that
Apastamba is asoutherner, Thus, u Apastamba says (Db, II, 7, 17, 17) that the
custom of pouring water in the hands of Brahmanas mv:ted to a Sraddha
prevails among the northerners, and he indicates thereby that he himself does
not belong to the north of India. If this statement is taken together with
the above stated facts whicl tend to show that the Apastambiyas were and
are restricted to the south of India, the most probable 'rt;lcrpretation which
should be put on it is that Apastamba declares himself to be a southerner.”

(6) Other Lands.

Whatever be the value of the hypothesis as to the author of Swéranits
being an Easterner, as understood by the Chinese pilgrims, and also by the
Indians of the early Christian era, one thing is clear. The geographical know-
ledge displayed by Sukrfcharyya is not confined to a particular area. The
poets of the Sukra cycle are not home-bred men, their intellectual horizon covers
the whole ofdndia, They can think at once of the four quarters of the mother-
land, even though conventionally. This has been apparent from the discussion
in the preceding-sub-section,

‘That they were cognisant of ' new men, strange faces, other minds’ and
did not think exclusively of the local area that was the scene of their activities
would be indicated by several passages in the Sukraniti, which meation,
though indefinitely, regions, religions and languages other than their own,
Thus among the qualifications of the clerk or scribe® is mentioned that of
“knowing of the differences in countries and languages.” The statement
that the system of measurements® varies with countries points to the same
experience of the writer beyond his own ‘country.’ The practice of undertak-
ing distant tours is suggested by the advice that “in foreign lands the follow=
ing six are useful to men—wife without child, good conveyance, the bearer,
the guard or guide, the knowledge that can be of use in relieving others'
miserics, and an active servant,”* This practice of travel and life abroad
is also indicated by the idea that “the man* who is not in a strange

1 Pp. xxviil-iv. Introduction to Apastamba and Gautama in the SBacred Books of the
East Berles.

* Bukra II, 347-848 ; IV, 81-82, * Bukra I1I, 585-597.

» Bukea I1, 717778, “ % Bulrea 101, 647,



