
NATIONALISM 

main reason why the Jews have failed to form 
themselves into a political unit or a nation and a 
recor.cised factor in world-politics. 

There are inde~d various factors that co-operate 
and co~tribute towa;ds the making of a .n~tionJ~ 
such as a" t:ommon language, a common rehglOn, 
common government, and a common culture an 
social economy, but perhaps none of these is such a\ 
fundamental and indispensable factor as the evolu- I 

tion ef a common country, a fixed definite abodeJ 
with \harply defined geographical boundariesJ 

. ~ The spirl\, according to Hindu philosophy, 
/~otl\e~ itself in the body in and throug h which it 
w~ks; it need~ a vehicle, an instrument, a physical 
framework. whereby it expresses and outshapes 
itself in the external world of matter. And it 
seems as if the same principle also applies in respect 
of the spirit Qj Nationality. It seems as if even 
Nationality needs a material physical basis without 
which it can hardly manifest and assert itself as a 
real existence and factor in the political world. 
T~e pd~y requisite for the birth and growth of 
a nation is'\he certainty, fixity, and permanence of 
place, and when thaI is assured, the other formative 
forces will appear and make themselves felt in 
due course. A common fatherland is preliminary 
to all national development: round that living 
n.(lleus will naturally gather all those feelings, 

4 



SO, NATIONALISM IN HINDU CUIJf/JRE 

associations, traditions and o;:h~r elements which 
go to make up a people's language and literature, 
culture and religion" and; thereby establi~h its 
separate existence and individbality, demanding 
its preservation and independent deve.lopment as 
a valuable cultural unit indispensable td·1tumanity. 
The unifying influence of I common country, 
of common natural surroundi,pgs, of common 
economic conditions, is indeed ,irresistible, and 
the assertion may be safely made that it will 
be etfettively operative against other disirltegrat
ing and dividing forces and factors such a!' 
differences in manners and customs, language 
and religion." 

fThus, while Europe was being ov~rrun by the 
norri"ads and was struggling to found new homes 
for her peoples in place of the old ones disorganised 
and destroyed by the barbarian invasions, when the 
very conditions of national development had not 
dawned upon Euroye, the gospel of a wholesome 
Nationalism was already a vital force in the public 
life of lndii] All the conditions thaJ.- 1fiake "'for 
the growth of a sense of nationhood' were fully 
developed and long known in ancient India. Not 
only were the original Indo-Aryan invaders in 
sak and complete possession of a fixed, defiOlte, 
permanent local habitation for themselves, sharply 
demarcated from the rest of the world within wcll-, 
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defined and conspicuous geographical boundaries, 
but the conception and consciousness of this new 
hom; had long dawned upon the popular mind. 
The limits of this'vast, newly conquered continent, 
which .,-as already unified under the discipline of 
a commorf culture and civilisation, the perception 
of the individua.lity of this immense m.other
country, were not merely known to the cultured 
classes of the IDdian community-a knowledge of 
these-had also filtered through.~the ages down to 
the IdWest strata of society. i . .Ihe Indians as a 
people had rong realised the physical individuality 
if their mother-country. They were already in 
p~session of the necessary material, tangible, 
objective basis up~~ which a sense of Nationalism 
might be built up.; 

Towards the performance of this truly stupend
ous task, nam,ly, that of moulding and developing 
the national consciousness of a country of con:

tinental proportions, the indigenous vehicles of 
culture played a worthy and glorious part. Cflis 
a rhistaJe~adi]y to assum~ th_~! #te_.2rigi.n of that 
rem£rK~~Ie s9cl:ii" phe~Onienon of NationaTisnLj~ . 
t~ be' foun~Lin_th~_We_S1" . Jha,cit. js . a genuinely 
We-;te;~ " -'product imported into the Eastern 
countries long after their growth and deve1bp
ment; that the Eastern mind was.. completdy a 
str.Wl~r to the very conception of the mother-
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country, a sense of natural attacbment to her, and 
a corresponding sense of duties and obligations 
which the children of the soil owe to her. ~uch 
misconceptions are due to a ;:olOssal ignorance of 
the culture of the East. Even in the dim and • 
distant age of remote antiquity, unill~mined by 
the ligp.t" of historical knowledge, we find the 
underfying principles of Nationalism chanted forth 
in ,the hymns of th.:.J3.iglled4..emhodying the very 
irst utterance of humanity itself. That book, 
ohe of the oldest literary records of hlll"fianity, 
~eveals · conscious and fervent attempts made by 
the R ishis, those profoundly wise organisers qf 
H indu polity and culture, to visualise the Ul1;ty 
of their mother-country, nay, to transfigure the 
mother earth 'into a living deity and enshrine her 
in the Joving heart of the worshippe!1 This is 
best illustrated by the famous r~ver hymn, in 
which are invoked. in an impassioned prayer the 
various rivers of the Punjab, which were eminently 
entitled to the nation's gratitude for their in
valuble contributions towards the mate~ mak!ng 
of their motherland. As the mi&d of the 
devotee calls up in succession the images 'Qf 
these di.lferent rivers defining the limits of ilis 
country, it naturally traverses the entire area of 
his native land and grasps the image of the whole 
as a visible unit and form. Certainly a battler 
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and simpler, a more · effective and soul-stirring 
formula could not be invented for the perception 
of the fatherland as the indivisible unit than· the 
follo\.ing prayer.: 

." 0 ye Ganga, Yamuna, Sarasvati, Satadru, 
and ~arusni, receive ye my prayers 1 0 ye 
Marutbridha joined by the Asikni, Vitasta, 
and Arjikiya joined by the Sushoma, hear ye 
my praye~s ! .. 

It «VIs up at once in the mind's eye a picture 
of the who}" of Vedic India, and fulfils in a remark
able. way the poet's purpose behind it of awakening 

'l>tc people to a sense of tht fundamental unity 01 
their count:r" The~~f!l.n _qL~E.ifT!..tJ4, 
therefore, presents the first national conception of 
Indian unity such as it was. It was necessarily 
conditioned by the geographical horizon reached 
in that age, ':s indicated by these and other geo~ 

.£raphical data. 
The pattern and the f,..shion th us s~t in the 

R!gvtd ... ~hereby a knowledge of the country was 
sought t(J\ be spread through its association in 
daily prayers, were naturally followed by the later 
literature, which is always indissolubly bound up 

·with the Vedic tradition and truths. Thus. the 
following ~al,lrnnic...Eraye.!: is but an adaptation of 
tit, VedJc hymn to a new environment, to an 
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expanded geographical horizon embracing the 
whole of India within its' limits: 

"0 ye Ganga, Yamuna, Godaveri, SarafVati, 
Narmada, Sindhu, and Cauvery, come ye and 
enter into this water of my offering." 

• 
This holy text for the 'iacrifi·:ial purification of 

water is daily repeated as a rnantram by millidfts 
of devout Hindus all over .the ~ountry during 
their baths and worship, and cannot fail ttl lift 
them above the limitations of their or~'inary 
domestic homes to a higher and a wier..!r plane of 
thought on which they can realise the banq of 
brotherhood which connects them all as citizefls( 
of a vaster country, the fundamental u.nityof the 
whole of Indi"" welding together its di5tant and 
different parts into a common indivisible whole. 
The mental horizon embracing the limited interests 
of the domestic circle or an individual horr:.e or a 
petty village, naturally expands under the influence 
and inspiration of such prayers, so that it comes ' 
to embrace the wider interests of a far JlfJre e' ... -

tended and glorified home, of the v~t nation
family in which are merged the individual families. 

The same ennobling, elevating eWec.t is produced 
on the national consciousness by t~Q..wing 
P.,auranic-,ouplet, in which the whole of India is 
presented before the mind's eye as the land tqf 
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seven mountains which distinguish the several 
different parts of India' and unify them in the 
physical configuration of a common country: 
U M\hendra, Malaya, Sahya, Suktiman, Riksa, 
Vindhya, Pariyatra...!...these are the seven main 
hills of lndia." 
rEqually efficacious is the following text in 

el:i'rranchising the mind from the limitations of a 
narrow, provincial, parochial outlook and awaken
ing.tt to a vision of the whole country, of which 
all Parts are equally sacred and entitled to homage: 
"Ayodhya,Mathura., Maya, Kasi, Kanchi, Avanti, 
and Dvaravati-these arc the seven places coo
f\r~ing liberation on the pilgrim." 

Here India is represented as .the land of seven 
principal sacred places which it is incumbent on 
every devotee to visit, and which cover between 
them practically the entire " area of the country~ 
The man ~ho wants salvation is enjoined to 
regard these sacred cities in seven differeflt and 
"distant parts of India with an equal eye of im
r-rtiali~and to attach to all of them the same 
degree (j., sanctity. Just as the bathers in the 
sacred streams of the Indus and Ganges are united 
to the bathers in the distant waters of the Narmada 
and the Cauvery in the utterance of a coIl1mon 
prayer producing the sameness of spirit and senti
wnt born of contemplation of a common country, 
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a consequent sense of brotherhood, of a common 
nation family, similarly the citizens of Kasi and 
Kanchi, Avanti and Ayodhya, ~re made to join 
hands in a common worship and, though physi~Hy 
apart, are united in spirit. Space divides, but the 
soul unites J 



THE r-."ATIONALISM OF HINDU SECTS 

EACH of the prin(ipal sects of Hinduism has 
developed its own appropriate prayers and slokas 
mea.It for the masses, but they all breathe a 
com~n sense of Nationalism and are inspired by 
the same ickal and aim, viz. the expansion of the 
limited physical outlook of .the worshippers con~ 
'c,r~ed so that they may be led by different roads 
to the same goal and destination, the constan t 
consciousness of a common home, of the whole of 
I ndia as the common motherland of all, despite 
dllferences of caste and creed. All the subordinate 
sects of Hinauism stand on the LomnlOn platform 
of a larger outlook, an imperial conceptiun of 
the geographical integrity and individuality of 
tki e mi~y motherland; all the creeds have a 
common :&atholicity so far as a devotion to the 
motherland, a sense of its complete sacredness, 
are con~rned_the sacredness not merely of the 
whole, but of each and all of its parts . AI! the 
suoordinate faiths of Hinduism unite in recognis
l,tlg the "essen tial and primary ·truth that no real 
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religious progress can be achieved: until and unless 
thoSe limitations and barrj~rs are broken down 
which are created by the mere physical factor of 
space, and which divide and isola.te men from' one 
another by virtue of the mere aistance of their local 
habitations. For religious progress 'Lltimately 
means the progress of the expansion of the limited 
self, and a progressive realisation of its affinity 
towards others in spite of superficial and temporary 
differences. And so our Sastras have recogll.ised 
this cramping influence of the mere physi,~AI en
vironment, and have sought to invent-appropriate 
antidotes to it by introducing to the people the 
conception of a greatly extended geographict.l < 
horizon, whereby their mental outlook might be: 
broadened and a step gained towards the achievr-
ment of final liberation or emancipation. 

Thus if one is a Saiva, the Sastras present 
before him the necessity-o-f his cultivation of the 
conception of the totality of that vast area 
throughout which are scattered the various places 
consecrated to the worship of the great ~d Sivl4~ 
If he wants to be a genuine devotee ot nis God, 
he must visit all these various places, <".ach of 
which has been exalted into a holy plac'~ for iu 
ass~iation with one out of the innumerahle aspects 
of the deity. It looks as if the Viratamurti of the 
Lord is to be reali~ed through the pr: liminary 
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process of reali~ing it on a smaller scale in the 
total extent of the sacred space which, on earth, 
is associated with Him. Hence the Sastras enjoin 
upo·n every de'X)ut Saiva the necessity of daily 
contemplating the ·numerous places of Saiva 
worshrp .• They are thus enumerated in a passage 
selected at random: 

"Somanatha, Srisaila, Mallikarjuna, Ujjaini, 
Amareswara, Kedara, Dakini, Varanasi, Gau
mati, Chitahhumi, Dwaraka, Setubandha, 

'~valaya." 

~imilarly for the Va!!hr!<l;va are singled out 
' i.numerable sacred places distributed throughout 
the country in all its four quarters, so that he may 
be trained in a wider geographical consciousness 
aud made to identify himself with the interests of 
a much lar~er country transcending the narrow 
limitations of his original place of birth. A 
process of expamion of the mere physical outlook 
is preliminary to all mental and spiritual expansion. 
And s,\a phase or aspect of the great deity has 
been stalhped upon each of the various sacred 
places \onsecrated to Him, and the devotee who 
does n" realise by a personal visit the special 
sacredne~ of each is likely to miss something 
of the s1l1pendous significance which can only 
~n u~ the consciousness of the pilgrim who 
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acquires the personal experience. of all of them. 
Passages in our Sastras bearing on the lists of 
places sacred to Vishnu mention too many names 
to be conveniently enumerated, here. BetWeen 
them they cover the whole ·area of the country 
from Badari in the north through Ayoflhfa and 
Mathura, Kasi and Dwaraka, to Jagannath and 
Sriranga. 

The worshipper of Sakti is also similarly en
joined to culti~ne conception of the exterw;ive 
physical space consecrated to the worship o~Kali, 
the Mother. "In the story of Sati)~he perfect 
wife, who can miss the significance of the fifty-two 
places in which fragments of Her smitten bodq 
fell? One finger fell in Calcutta which is still 
the Kalighat; and the tongue fell at 'Kangra or 
Jwalamukhi ill the north Punjab, an~ appears 
to this day as a licking tongue of fire from under
neath the ground; and the left fi'hger fell at 
Benares, where it is still Annapurna, the giver 
of bread," 

Thus, whether the Hindu is a Sai!l-, or \\ 
Vaishnava, or a Sakta in his choice of ~e spec~al 
mode of his spiritual culture, he is bOJ,lnd to 
cultivate in common ~th all his co-religio,iists the 
sense, of an expanded geographical cons/I'lousness, 
which alone can contribute to the exwmsion of 
his mind and soul. Indeed, it has bee,-rig~tlJ. 
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assumed and asserted that the physical geography 
of India has partially influerlced her history and 
shaped and moulded the course of her culture 
and civilisation: A~ the old Aryan invaders of 
India first set foot upon her soil, there burst into • view upcfn their eyes the vast territorial expansion 
of the country, imp(l~ing no limits upon the pro
gress of their colonisation. India in the eyes of 
these early settlers and missionaries was a world 
u.nt~ herself, knowing of no bounds in any 
directrivn. An infinite stretch of territory pro
duced natJ1rally a psychology, a philosophy, that 
wa~ easily dominated by a sense of the infinite 
~d the eternal. Thus the geographical sense has 
aided in the development of the special spiri tual 
sense that is the characteristic of Hindu thought 
and culture, of Hindu mind with its special gift of 
a synthetic fision. Thus the physical conditions 
of spiritual development were tully recognised 
and taken .:dvantage of by the founders of the 
various sects and creeds of India, who always 
;ought"!(p present before their respective followers 
through Appropriate {ormuire 1:he widest possible 
geogra hical horizon, with its inevitable effects 
upon t ir mental oudook .. 

Along ith the special prayers for the various 
fatths ai ng at the presentation of the conception 
~ the · ntire country as a single geographical 
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unit, one indivisible whole, of which :Jl the parts 
were equally sacre~ and essential, organic and 
integral, there were again certain regula~ions 
prescribed for the performa~ce of the ceremonies 
common to all Hindus irrespective of their 
particular faiths, which also would ap~ar on a 
close examination and analysis t6 produce th£ 
same effect and to aim at the very 'lame ideal.: I 
'!lean the regulations prescribed ij'l our Smritls 

"regarding the performance of the most univ~rsal 
of the Hindu cere:nonies, which is indced;ffi.e of 
the fu;aamentald1Stinguishing mark! separating 
Hindu society from all other societies of .the . 
world. Those regulations prescribe certain plads 
where alone it is recommended that the sraddha 
should be performed, and in the geographic;i 
distribution of these places we shall find that 
there is not a single part of the ,vast lndian 
continent which has been ignored and excluded. 
A good list of the places is to be found in the 
V~'!...".!!.. .~!!!!.!tiJwhere -they are mentioned in the 
following order :~ 

I. Pushkara in North'ern Rajputan.a, A 
sraddha done at Pushkara ~i.; it is 
stated, bear eternal fruits; and b bathing 
there, one is immediately a ,oIved of 
all sins. 

z, Gaya. 
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3. The plac~ of the Akshayavata, one of 
which is traced in ,tJehar, and another 
at Allahabad. 

4. The hill ,of Amarakantaka, which is on 
the MekhaI.l mountain in the Vindhya 

• pnge. 
S. Varaha hill in the Sambalpur division. 
6. Anywhere on the banks of the Narmada. 
7. Anywhere on the banks of the Yamuna. 
8. Specially anywhere on the banks of the 
..) Ganga. 
9<~.}(usavarta on the mountain called Tryam-

bab, where the Godaveri takes its rise. 
10. Binduka in the Deccan. 
1'1. Nilaparvata. 
12. Kanakhala near Hardwar. 
13. Kubiamra, which is the name of a plain in 

O'rissa. 
14. Bhrigutunga, which is the name of a 

mountain near the Amarakantaka in the. 
Hi&alayas. 

'5. Kedara, the famous peak of the Himalaps. 
16. Mahalaya mountain. 
17, Nadantika river, 
18, etlgandha river. 
19, sak\lmbhari, identified with modern Sham bar 

J
' n Rajputana, 

20, e sacred place on the Phalgu. 
2. I, .tv: ,h:!ganga) which is a.nother name ot the 

. lak:ananda. 
1z,2. T '. alikagrama near salagrama. 
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23. K umaradhara, which is th~ name of a lake in 
Kashmir. /' According to the Vayupurana) 
the lake vias created by the God Kumata 
by' a stroke of his ~rr9w causing water 
to stream forth · from the Krauncha 
mountain. 

2.4-. Prabhasa. 
25. Anywhere on the banks of the fiver 

Sarasvati. 
26. Hardwar. 
2. 7. Prayaga. 
28. The mouths of the Ganga. 
29. Naimisaranva. 
30. Benares. ' 

This list gives the names of the variQus pla,,~s 
marked out for the proper performa.nt"l of the 
sraddha, and it will be seen that in their sdection 
every part of India has been drawn upon and 
represented. [jhere are again special rivers 
mentioned, such as the Godaveri, Gaumati, the 
Vetravati of Central India; the Vipasa, the 
Vitasta; the Satadru, and the Chandrabhaga, the 
lrawadi and the Sindhu of the Punjab ic the fi~e 
rivers of the South, viz. the Krishna,rthe Vena, 
the Tunga, the Bhadra, and the Kana. Without 
multiplying further passages, the , one

E
' .. ~'t quoted 

from. the; Vishnu Smriti will suffice: tt .' bear out 
the truth of the contention herein urg ~,viz. {hat 
the underlying principle of the deter . "lationl;.pf 
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these sacred pl.ac.es was to treat the entire country 
as a single sacred unit and sl'read the conception 
of ~uch sacredness among thd unlettered millions 
of "India, who .were all to think of these holy 
places in connection with the performance of that 
ceremony which has had the widest possible, nay, 
universal currency among the Hindus as a people, 
whatever might be the special sects or creeds to 
which they ~t;longe!J Besides, we should also 
recvknise the other great influence exercised upon 
the r.~ds of those who perform the ceremony of 
sraddha at ·'any of these sacred places. The per. 
farmance of the funeral ceremony naturally creates 
a·vhal bond of association and connection which 
will bind ,for ever the unfortunate performer ~f 
that ceremony with the new place far away from 
his own native land, and by virtue of this associa
tion with h,is dear departed ones the new and 
unfamiliar spot comes to have a most familiar and 
cherished place in the heart of the man himself. 
In this way are broken down the physical barriers 
of spac~ which would otherwise restrict consider
ably his g~ographical horizon or the extent of the 
country in which he takes a personal in~erest. A 
much w41er area now dawns upon his geographical 
consciou~ess, in which he comes to feel .,.n intense 
pe{sonal (~terest due to new associations con
Ilctted ~ the performance of melancholy duties. 

5 



66 NATIONALISM IN HINDU CULTURE , , 
Tou_5, like the Institution of pilgrimage itself, the 
geographical basis foxed by our Sastras for the 
other institution of the sraddhas will have , the 
effect of producing ultimately the same effects as 
we have noticed in connection with the working 
of the former system, viz. training thc mind of 
the people, unlettered and uncultuJed, in the 
easiest and the most natural manner, in habits 
of conception of the physical limi,ts of the vast 
mO,therland which would be otherwise inca~able 
of comprehension by the untutored mind.so' 

We have thus seen how our and~nt culture) 
and Samskrit literature, in which that culture is 
~epresented) have throughout contributed towarttos 
the creation of that primary factor of n.ationalism, 
viz. the sense of the possession of a common 
country to love and to serve, to live for and to 
die for, of which the different parts art. to be 
regarded with a feeling of uniform sacredness as 
essential members co-operating towards the good 
of the common whole. We have here, as it were, 
a scheme of religious decentralisation, ak.i.n to a<:i
ministrative decentralisation, by mean!!" of which 
numerous religious centres have been ". created 
throughout the length and breadth of th,e country 
for the development of a high level d1 spiritual 
culture, even as in the adminstrativet;phere.rwe 
find the creation of innumerable centrh\\ of l~ 
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autonomy by m.eans of which a high level of 
public spirit, political consciojJ.sness and progress 
is sfrught to _ created, and, In the sphere of the 
military, forts and garrisons set up at various 
centres to distribute the military power of the 
realm -evtnly among its different parts so as to 
make its infillenre uniformly felt throughout the 
country, 



NATIONALISM AS A HINI1U 
POLITICAL IDEAL 

JUST as Hindu religion has been i~strumental in 
spr~ading the conception of a common fatherland 
in the whole of India from the Himalayas tpfCape 
Camorin among the masses by meam of appro
priate prayers, ceremonies, and obligatory visits 
to the numerous places of pilgrimage which' 00 
not reco,g.,nise at all the divisions of .provinces, 
similarlt Hindu politics in ancient times also did 
.r(~ enc~ge the growth of a~~~!.:~w notions 
limiting the extent of the motherlana. The 
sUcCess of the early -miSslo~ariesorKryan culture 
in propagating it throughout the continent 
signalised itself by its designation by the single 
name of Bharatavarsha, after the hamee of dre 
eponymous hero -Bharata who was t~ embodi
ment of the culture of his ra~e. The name 
Bharatavarsha is thus not a mere geo,graphical 
expr~ssion "like the term India. having only a 
physical reference) but it has a deePI historifal 
significance. It signifies the complete a«omplitQ • .. 
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ment of the work initiated by the Aryan fore~ 
fathers of colonising the whole country and 
bripging its different parts pnder the unifying 
discipline of a ·comrpon culture and civilisation. 
J!.haratavarsha i.!. thus another_E-~..!!l_~iQr_.Aryanised 
and RirltIuised India, betokening the conquest of 
a new thought and a new faith with their special 
means of self-expression developed through ap
propriate literat'.lre, disciplines, aile!. institutions, 
sodal, economical, and political./ Thus,. the 
appl!':jtion of a single individuarrsfng appellation 
to a vast ·stretch of territory with parts divided 
by. endless varieties and peopled by many races, 
!peaking many tongues, professing many faiths 
and owni,ng many cultures, was the first step 
taken towards the assimilation of the entire 
country as _ !~C1 one jn.diiciSi.bl~~oi~rl~l}~t-i.nd 
the ~~~Tni~ ~bjective of ?~ti~nal.-.!ervice. But this 
process of asslmilattng ~~_ also aided by politics. 
A sense of possession is always fOItowea- 6f a 
sense of appropriation, utilisation, and enjoyment. 
1\ccor40gty it became the natural and legitimate 
ideal of tlte Hindu king in antient India to make 
the area of his authority coinciJe with that of the 
whole country, to make his actual jurisdiction 
embrace the entire territory which ' he tnlJrally 
ct,-imed IS his own native land. Th"W.! the ' 
;{tablishment of an undisputed and paramount 
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sovereignty of the whole of India up to the 
limits of the ocean became the objective of kingly 
acttvlty in ancient times. The ideal is thus .put 
forward by the sacred work 4ilareya Brah!f14na : 

U Monarchy at its highest should h"ve an 
empire extending right up to natur:1. bound
aries; it should be territorially all-embracing 
up to the very ends uninterrupted, and should 
constitute and establish one state and ad
ministration in the land up to the seas." 

" the territo~ynthesis leads the: waiJrJ the 
~1~In!hesis, and is in turn emphasised by 
it. The evolution of the name Bharatavarsha '{Vas 
inevitably followed by its natural political conse!: 
quences in the assimilation of the physical area 
implied by it to the indigenous political authority 
o~stem. 

J It is thus a mistake to supPQse ~t the con
ception of paramoun t 39Y~ someffiing 
.§*ange to Hinau - political thought and was 
imported into India from foreign coulltries. It 
has even been asserted that the founder. ·of the 
Mauryan Empire was only imitating the models 
and methods ·set by the Ach~menian Empire of 
Persia. It is however forgotten thatJ long before 
the days of that Persian Er:npire, the ideal of 
·political suz.erainty was preached in all Vte sacrtd 
works of Hindus as a perfectly legitimate ariP 
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laudable ideal ~o befJ,aliSed by the Kshatriya 
kings of ancient India. If terms or names are 
to be taken as sym 0 s of realities, if a mere 

• • word cannot grDW except on the basis of some 
fact accomplished, then the abundance of the 
varim!s +erms, names, and words indicative of 
overIordship or !':uz.erainty in Vedic literature is 
highly significant. ~ reference to the several 
Vedic concordances and indexes will show the 
various passages in which are to be found the 
uses' ..of such definitely significant terms· a~ 
(( Adhiraja,l' "Rajadhiraja," "Samraj," II Ekaraj,"1 
and even" Sarvabhauma ''..J but lest we doubt 
1!he' reality and the substance behind these -terms 
and symbols, we are confronted by the remarkable 
fact that there were special ceremonies developed 
in connection with the inauguration and installa
tion of such paramount sovereignty, of which 
elaborate d~tails and descriptions are preserved 
in some of our most sacred works which concern 
themselves solely with religious realities, with 
Pites aid institutions, and not with imaginative 
invention\ having no application in actual life. 
Probably the most confirmed and extreme pre
judice against Hindu culture and Samskrit 
literature cannot lay the charge against our sacred 
yorks like the Aitareya Brahmalla or Salapalha 

• !fr"ahma"a that their contents have no connection 
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with life and its actual practices, ~ut partake of the 
character of poetry or fiction, as a type of literary 
composition. The truth of the matter is that the 
serious and sincere' way in which. those parti;ular 
ceremonies are treated of -in our sacred works 
cannot but justify our claiming for the,.l a com
plete reality which was perfecdy attainable and 
frequently attained in those days. The sacred 
books generally speak of three characteristic 
ceremonies, viz. those of the Vajapeya, the 
~asuya, and the ~~ha, of which t~e per
formance can only be claimed by :f king who 
succeeds by means of his conquest in making 
himself the king of kings. For minute defailg 
and descriptions of these ·ceremonies the reader is 
~referred to Satapatha Brahmana, Ai/artY4 Brahm411a, 
Katyayana Srauta Surra, /lsvalayana Srall/a Sutra, 
Taittiriya S4!thita, Tai/tiriya Brahma!ta, Sa!txhJilJ4!ta 
Srall/a ' Surra, dth4t'Ua'IJtda, Maitrayani S.;n/,i/a, 
Kalhaka Sanhita, ]/ajasantyi Sanhila, all of which 
are invested in the Hindu mind with a degree 
of sanctity and seriousness in the face of Which it 
win be a sacrilege and a profanation Jor us to 
regard them as books merely meant for the 
cultivation of the imagination and not serying the 
actuaI purposes of life. The Hindu religious 
books are all practical books' comprising details . , 
of ceremonies actually performed by the Hindo.s 
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in pro3ccution 0.£ the ideals laid down therein . 
We cannot, therefore, light-heartedly reject the 
evid.ence of our religious literature regard.ing the 
ceremonies congected with trnperial coronations 
and their necessary political significance. 

AlohglllllWith these terms and ceremonies indica
tive of the conc~.~!?I1 .g(~~n aJ!-ln~~~l~~~ip 
the books fortunately preserve for us lists of 
Icings who are said to have succeeded in carrying 
the tonception into actual execution. I..ists or-iuch 
pararhqunt kings are to be founii in the Ailareya 
Brahmalta, the Salapalha Eralzma1ta, the SanUya
yana Sraula Sutra, the Mahabharaltl, and most of 
~e' Puranas. It is not possible to establish the 
historicity .of all these great ki ngs of old according 
to the accepted standards of accuracy and scientific 
criticism. But the lists are highly significant at 
embOOying a genuine tradition about the realisation 
in ancient l~dia of the legitimate Kshatriya ideal 
of an undisputed sovereignty over the whole of 
India up to the seas. Besides, one of the three 
e'eremoi ies, viz. Asvamedha, can claim its actual 
performa'\,ccs in perfectly historical times. The 
historical list of A.!vilmedhins. in Indian history 
includes. tbe following names: 

I . Pushyamitra. 
~. Stmudragupta. 
J. Kumaragup ... 

+. Adityasena. 
5. Pulakesi II. 
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The theory has, therefore, ,to be definitely 
abandoned that the conception of paramount 
sovereignty was unknown to ancient India until 
it was realised by' Chandragupta, Maurya. ·We 
can at least claim that the ~ idea itself was much 
older than the Mauryan Emperor, whOrne\:d not 
have gone to far-off Persia for inspiration and 
guidance in the matter of accomplishing his pro
jected political unification of as much of the 
country as pos~ible. The sacred works preselved 
for ' him a rich storehouse of natior.aI t'}ltiition 
on the subject, the glorious record uf many an 
illustrious hero who preceded him in tne work of 
bringing the whole of India under the' umbre113l' 
of one central authority. In the historical period 
we have, besides Chandragupta Maurya, no les~ 
than three successive kings, each of whom attained 
the political status of becoming the king of 
kings, viz: 

I . Asoka. 
'2. Samudragupta. 
3. Harshavardhana. 

The cyclical reappearance of these overlordships 
in the course of Indian history served .to keep 
clear and fresh in the popular consciousness a 
sense of the unity and individuality of the mother
country as it uttered itself in politics, Just as <i..~ 
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has always been k,cpt cleat and fresh by means of 
religion. (!.hus .. both .P~W religion . ..helped 
to ~he popular mind of anciel)t India the 
consciousAais.-:-:of.;.""..the ':"'-poss.cssibn of. a- -common 
country to lillC..-3nd. t_o 'serve, which_is. the prima~ 
and in4ispensable basis of an abiding nationalism~ . 



SAMSKRIT LITERATURE AN'D ITS 
BEARING ON NATIONAL LIFE 

IF we agree as to the harmonious development of 
national life in all its phases and aspects in an\:ient 
Inaia in the twofold domain of materitl and 
spiritual progress, t here will be no difficulty in our 
accepring the position that Samskrit literature, 
which was the indigenous vehicle of the cultl.l:e ' 
of the country in ancient times, was als? possessed 
of those elements and resources which enabled 
it to minister adequately to the manifold interests 
of a wholesome national development. So far as 
the in'terests of religious and spirttual life are 
concerned, it is universally admitted that Samskrit 
literature was mote than able to fulfil its proper 
part in that regard. It is, however, (orgott€n 
that Samskrit literature is not exclusiveJy religious 
or philosophical in its character. it may be 
assumed on mere a pn!)ri groul1ds that it couB 
Dot but have fulfilled in a large measure the 
material ends of nationa11ife in the ancient days 
of Hindu India, when the country wa~ culturaUy 

l' 



SAMSKRIT LITERATURE n 
self-contained and independent to a very large 
extent, so that the mental aids to · her material 
dev~opment must have been supplied by her 
own indigenous ltteratyres. 

So far as the ends 'of a healthy national develop
mMt'lr(!l'ltoncerned, the most fundamental con
sideration is a living consciousness of a common 
country, born of an inti'inate knowledge of its 
different parts, 'culminating in an acute sense ' of 
naticfnalism, finding in the whole country she 
matetT~ basis of its activity. It has been already 
demonstratetl that Samskrit literature is specialJy 
efficacious in creating a sense of attachment to 
dIe ·mother-country akin to religious devotion in 
its fervout:, and a consequent larger conception 
and mental outlook, which are essential to nation
building in a country like India with its special 
problems an~ conditions. But besides supplying 
this indispensable basis of nationalism and crf'sl,Jring 
its growth on a most solid foundation-the foun
dation of abiding religious sentiments and con
\1ctionsr-the cause of national development in 
various directions was also amply served by the 
literature of the country in ancient days. We 
can claim on the basis of undisputed facts lmd 
the testimony of trustworthy history and the 
researches of Western scholars that in point of . . 
ed>nomic progress and material development 
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ancient India won for herself an honoured place 
in the comity of nations of the old world, and 
we may therefore assume the n'ccessary progress 
and development' of an ':1deG.uate literature to
gether with an appropriate educational machinery 
and organisatic;>n by which such pr<.fgr~ss and 
development were · achieved. But apart from 
this a pricri assumption, we may also point to 
certain facts about the existence of such works 
in Samskrit as have a direct bearing on material 
w..dlue. 
[[he indigenous principle of classifibtion of the 

manifold ends of n~oE!Llife dividEd them into 
four principal departments, designated as I]ha!!di, 
At!h~.3!!.la) and Moksha. Round e~ch of these 
departments natura1ly de~veloped its appropriate 
literature] Of these we need not refer in this 
connection to the literature bearing upon Moksha 
or s~jritual emancipation, for the\. strength of 
Samskrit literature in this regard is admitted on 
all hands, and is too well known to need any 
elaboration on the present occasion ; bu~we mty 
try to indicate in a broad survey t~e quantity 
and the quality of the literature that is available 
in relation to the other topics. 

Firstly, as regards Artha, or material welfare 
proper, we may point out that Samskri$ literature 
considers it under the following four prin~ipa1 
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divisions, each of .which embraced quite a variety 
of subjects and works, as shown below :-

(alAgriculture, under which were also in
cluded all the spbsidiary or illied occupations 
and sciences that go ~ith it, such as farming, 
hDr,tlcuft~, sericulture, botany, zoology, . with 
special reference to cattle-rearing, physiography, 
"meteorology, and the like. These various subjects 
are called by the indigenous names of Krishividya, 
Vanaspatisastram, Kosakarakeetavidya, Pasupalra, 
Bhusa§t,am, Rituvidya, and the like. Each of 
these subjects h,!-s developed a voluminous li tera
ture" of its own, but unfortunately much of that 
li~rlture is lost, and the portion that is available 
is still mas.tly in manuscript awaiting publication. 
For instance, references are to be found to works 
on botany known as Vrikshayurveda j to works 
on horses, or Asvasas~ra, of whic.h the traditional 
authority is ~a1ihotra; to works on elepha~tf::s. or 
Gajasastra, of which the traditional authority is 
Palakapya i and so fort~. But the works them
selves c2ilnot be traced. An account of the specu
lation of the Hindus on the subject of botany 
is tQ be f~und in the work of a most learned 
schohr of modern times, viz. The P01iliJJt.. SriJ.nces 
of tf!.c_4 nr;",tffi"t/us, by DrjJ,rajsnd[!.nath Seal. 

(b) Secondly, there was the division cilled Varta, . . 
wl1\ch embraced commerce and its allied occupa-
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tions, and subjects called by tho. indigenous names 
of Vittasastram, Dravyagunam, Vanijyavidya, etc. 
Tn such monumental works as the /lrthasas'lQ of 
'Rautilya and the' Briha/~&4nhiltZ of Varahamihra 
we have chapters giving detailed accounts of the 
economic products of Indlil 

(c) There was a division called Silpa, which com
prised all the subjects belonging to the twofold' 
division of pure and applied science. It thus 
included mathematics, physics, astronomr~ -and 
other subjects connected with the variouspts and 
crafts of civilised life. l!! may ndt be out of 
place in this connection to record the achievements 
made by the Hindus in these variol.is scientific alld 
practical subjects. In arit~ic t~~.$Q_tJd ...Q,!!~s 
the ~~~.!1_oJ~~.9.q ._ t'-! .Jhe -.Hin~I.U. ~&E~ 
was represented by such well-known names as 
~~~~!~ ~!1d _Bh.aska.~~hary.~. ~~e solution of 
q'~~~t~.:.9.~~~~~ns was first made. by the Hindus, 
who were also the first to apply algebra to astro
nomical investigation and geometrical demonstra
tions. ~~~ry arose in lndia in cpnnectitm 
with the construction of altars and their enclosures 
according to the various figures. T.riggDO,!,lCtry 
is also the special invention of the Hit\dus, and 
B.h~!~~~. wrote a book on 5PQeri.~ t~i&.C?.nometry. 
A~~r:QMmy was rep«:sented by m,\ny famcus 
names, such as those of Aryabhatta, the author 
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of Suryasiddhanla~ who boldly maintained the. 
rotation of the earth on its axis a.nd explained the 
true .cause of the eclipses of the sun and mOOD. 

In his Golapad4 h; givcsusthe names of the twdve 
divisions of the solar ;odiac. His calculation of 
the. earth '.ei rcu.m.f~lltf; ..EU.Jairly, !!.<:.~U!~ teo He 
was followed by Varahamihra, the famous author 

. of Brinal-Sanhita, and by Rrahmagupta, the author 
of BrahmasphulIJJiddhanra, .in which he ascertained 
the talculations of lunar and solar eclipses, the 
positi~n. of the moon's cusps, and the conjunctions 
of the plalle1:s and the stars. After ~rahmagupta 
came Bhaskara, the author ' of Siad~anlll,-SjnJmall71 
lJr ~~~!'.s_book just mentioned explains the Hin~ 
speculation~ on physics. 

As regards the many arts and crafts which were 
the necessary handmaids of civilisation, the pro
gress made in ancient India is a matter of history. 
Though it i: difficult to substantiate it by refer· 
ence to extant li.terary works bearing on them, 
yet their c:2'istence in ancient times cannot be 
dtsputw. rrhere are references to ' the sixty-four 
fine arts in many works, all of which were taught 
in tpe anci~nt Indi~i~~rs~~e~ likp J:<!~jJi1 

(li) Lastly, there was a four~h division called 
Ayurveda, under which were included the various 
branches o.f medical sci~.nce, including pharmacy, 
sm-gery, anatomy, osteology, chemistry, physi. 

. 6 
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ology, etc. L!..n the medical sciences the most 
famous names are those of Charaka and Susruta, 
the founders of the Ayurvedic system of mecijcine, 
which is still hoIaing its ~own against the other 
medical systems of the ~orldl An account of 
Hindu achievements in the cromain ci:, anatQlDY 

and osteology is given in the works of Dr Seal 
and Dr Haernle. Progress in pharmacy is estab
lished by the efficacy of the various medicines 
prescribed by the Ayurvedic system. as re~ards 
the progress of Hindu .sh.~y we have .tne two 
original and monumental volumes by tn~ renown!!_d 
chemist, Dr P ~ C. Ray of Calcut~7 

The second division that we shad considtr liis 
what is knowrl'fn the Sastras as Kama, which is 
used in a brola sense to--~;an practically Kala, 
aT the arts. Under this may be it.eluded such 
variety of subjects as grammar, phildogy, litera
ture, prosody, rhetoric, criticism, logic, history, and 
so forth, of which the indigenous names are SikshaJ 

Kalpa, Vyakarana, Nirukta, Chhanda, Jyotisha, 
ltihasa, Purana, Kavya, Sahitya, etc. T~ere is''a 
history of the literature bearing on each subject 
which is represented by various works. :rhe 
subject of grammar, for instance, in 'Samskrit 
literature is represented by many works and many 
schools of grammar, ~a~h of which has . developed 
various commentaries 
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The last division of learning is called by the 
name of Dharma, which is used in a broad and 
special sense to mean the code of regulations and 
laws both for th~ social and po1itical organisation. 
OUf aucient Sastras r~cognised the fundamental 
imporrarJUt of the family to the nation j they held 
that a healthy national life could not be built 
except on the basis of a healthy domestic life, and 
accordingly they gave themselves to a systematic 
and~cientific study of sociology. Elaborate regu
Iation·s .and restrictions have been laid down- in 
Smritis, w.h'ch address themselves to all possible: 
aspects of the social and domestic life, and govern 
tftc'various relations in which human beings can 
stand to oJ;1e another as members of a community. 
Family life is indeed the basis of national life; 
the nation is the glorified family, the expanded 
family, the family writ large. The recognition of • this fundamental principle of nation-builGing is 
the real reason why we have such a singularly 
elaborate literature bearing on domestic and social 
cJrganiS\tion, the like of which is not to be found 
in any I;>ther literature of the worJd. The Smritis 
con.stitute 'a unique type of literature, the like of 
which is· not to be found in any other country, 
and form one of the most characteristic products 
of Hindu culture. The importance of the disci-• • 
pl'ine of domestic life was so deeply felt and 
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widdy appreciated that it probably influenced 
even the mind of the great Rishi poet Valmiki 
in his choice of the subject of his monum"ental 
masterpiece, the Ramayanaf for the most important 
aspect of the Ramayona is' not the heroic or the 
historical but the domestic. It is the r"preseli':ta~ 
tion of an idealised domestic life; we find in it 
the mirror of domestic perfections, the pattern 
of domestic manners and virtues by which the 
domestic life of humanity may be safely gov~med. 
Th'e RamaY<llla really repre!'ents the ideal tather, 
the ideal mother, the ideal son, the icfed husband, 
the ideal wife, the ideal brother, the ideal master, 
the ideal devotee, the ideal friend, in the per~otls 
of the various characters that are introduced in 
the epic. The Ramayana is, therefore, one of the 
greatest moral forces that have been moulding the 
domestic life of the Hindu community from time 
immemorial up to the present day;. and, whatever 
might be their status in the modern political 
world, it will be admitted on all hands that, in 
point of felicities of the domestic life ,.and the 
successful organisation of the family ~s the unit 
of society and the State, the Hindus do not lag 
behind any of the progressive and politica1ly inde
pendent nations of the earth, for the culture that 

.,goes to the makillg of a happy family and a weU
developed domestic life has been th'e national 
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possession of the Hindus from a very remote 
antiquity. 

There are various works in Samskrit literature 
treating of such liubjeqs as Sadachara, Sadharana 
Dharm. Srautakritya, Samskaravidhi, Prayas
chitta, • e., which are all connected with the 
various aspects and possible phases of the family 
or domestic life. 

Along with the social organi!>ation the regula
tion \>£ the political organisation was also included 
withi~ the purview of the various Sastras bear~ng 
on Dharma,-and the books relating to the regula
tion'S of the State are generally known by the 
tl!:h"nical term of Nitisastras. There are various 
books, mas,tly in manuscript, bearing on polity, and' 
my esteemed friend and pupil, Kumara Naren
dranath Law, M.A., B.L., Pre me hand Roychand 
Scholar of Calcutta, has lately prepared an ex
haustive list ~f numerous manuscripts and· works 
traced on this subject. among the extant publica
tions we may mention the three monumental 
Works, yjz. the Arthasastra of Kautilya, the Kaman
dah, and the Sukranitisara; but we know how 
each of th~se authorities refers to a multiplicity 
of authors and schools of thought preceding it. 
K~, for instance, speaks of ten different 
schools of. political thought that preceded him) 
artd' on;, every minor topic he always quotes the 
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opinions of his predecessors for purposes either 
of precedent or criticism.1 

1 t may be obj cered that these works. on 
polity possessed 'only a !theoretical import:mce, 
and embodied ideal precepts and maxif1'lofl, which 
were never applied to the actual coI«iiti'ons. of 
political life or to the solution of actual adminis. 
trative problems. An answer t ·') this criticism 
will, however, be easily found if we simply con~ 
sider the character of [jhc most importan'- of 
the' Hindu works on political science anp. -state

-craft, namely, the ~aSlr~t_~p~j The 
majority of Western schorars have been" agreed 
as to the authenticity, to the authOT!lhip 'a"d 
the age of that remarkable literary production, 
the discovery and publication of which the world 
owes to the Government of Mysore. rNo scholar 
can reasonably doubt that the author 'or the work . , 
was no other than Chanakya, the first minister 
of Chandragupta, the Mauryan Emperor, who was 
materially assisted by him in the foundat ion and 
governance~ of his vast empire, which prestnted, dn 
account of its extraordinary physical extent and 
the accompanying variety of condition.s: most com
plex and difficult administratiYI! problems that 
could only be satisfactorily grappled with and 

<.solved by a man of Chanakya's genilfs and en-
cyclopaedic erudition. Unlike Aristotle's .. Politics 
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or" Plato's Repuhlic, the ArJha;tJstra presents.a 
judicious cpmbination of theoretical discussion 
with practical illustrations of political principles 
ana details of a,p.mini1tration, ~nd a predominant 
note qf. realism which is born only of a living 
e)(per~nft of actual problems and contact with 
facts. All the familiar problems and topics of 
administration which claim the attention of the 
modern Governments of the world find their due 
tredment in the ancient book. We have chapters 
devoteq. to the consideration of such eternal tol>ics 
of Indian ,aaministration as forests, mines, irrigJ.
tion, famine, land revenue, cenSllS, central and 
1&::11 governments, cattle and live stock, agricul
ture and commerce, arts and crafts, and public 
finance; ~nd it would appear from the treatment 
at each of these topics that the author was not 
merely an academic expert in political theories, 
but also a 'most practical administrato;"Jwhose 
generalisations were drawn from a wide area of 
experience, who was in touch with all the various 
depart~ents of administration, the heads of which 
seem to have supplied him with materials and 
facts wl).ic~ hive been incorporated in the book 
itself brthe author as the nrst minister. 

We have now given a rough idea of the secular 
branches. of Samskrit literature which in th, 
aftcient days of Hindu India were found capable 
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of ministering to the various practical ends and 
interests of a wholesome national life a.nd develop
ment, by virtue of which India was enabled: to a 
large extent to claim and lTlflintain for a long 'time 
a predominant position in the ancient com:nerciaJ 
world. We arc always in the habit of"OOrHini'lg 
our attention exclusively to the religious and 
philosophical branches of Samskrit literature, the 
dazzling s'plendour of which should not blind us 
to its other branches, which were also fairly well 
developed. ' It is high time that a sc~ol of 

·scholars should grow up who will devpte them
selves assiduously to the sacred task of vindicating 
the ancient culture of the country, which was hdt 
at all found wanting in the matter of promoting 
the harmonious development of the entire nation 
in all the manifold fields of human acti·,ity, 
material and moral, secular and spiritual, physical 
and religious. '. 



Tl-i~ CULTURAL EQUIPMENT OF 
SAMSKRIT LITERATURE 

To Samskrit literature was given the mission and 
-furft:tion of ministering to the harmonious develop
ment pf ancient India in the different fields of 
national act'ivity, so far as that development could 
be accompiish("d by means of intellectual instru
me-nts, literary and cultural aids. What English 
literature .is to the growth of the English peopJe, 
that was Samskrit literature in relation to the 
growth of the Hindus:' It is difficult in modern 
times to estimate precisely the lIlagnitude, im
portance, and value of the part played by Samsk.r:t 
literature in the material and moral development 
of the country in the days of its ancient history, 
lor no," we find that towards the same end are 
co-operatipg quite a number of languages and 
lit~ra.tut;es *ith English in the central and dominant 
position, which are all vying with one another in 
extending their sphere of action and influence. 
In ancien~t times, however, Samskrit was the sale 
Jfl.~dium of communication of the cultured classes, .. 
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the only vehicle of higher learning and culture tn 
the community, and was thus enjoyirw for ages 
an unchallenged monopoly in supplying the nation 
with all the mental 'and intcplectuil aids that we're 
necessary for its development 'in the two 4.~oadly 
distinguished spheres of material and • • pi'titual 
progress. rAccordingly, we find that Samskrit 
literature flas also grown with the growth of the 
nation; it has grown in response to the developing. 
requirements of a wholesoffif! national life t !.'nat 
was \vinning for the country an honoured pJace in 
'the old-world comity of nations. It tras gone on 
gaining in vastness and variety. width and depth, 
with the ever· expanding stream of national lif~~ 
It is this correspondence of the literatu,re to the 
life of the country that explains the phenomenal 
variety of Samskrit literature, the variety which i.s 
but a reflection of the variety of achievements 
accompli"shed by the people whose Ijter~ture it was. 
In the first place, as has been already pointed 
out, we must dismiss the cheap assumption 
widely made that Samskrit literature is tprinci.~ 
pally religious and philosophical in its character. 
It is of course true that the religious -inq phqo
sophical branches of Samskrit literature are the 
richest in the world, but this extraordinary growth 
iF one direction should not blind us to its growth , 
in other directions also. On this point," it ," JIB 
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also to be rem~mbered that @amskrit literature 
contains 'fithin itself not only the religious 
lit~ratu:e of the Hindus proper and Brahmanas, 
b1!t also of t~ .Budd~ists and the Jains:] Being 
thus ~e chosen vehicle of expression of three such 
impdhaut religions of the world, it is no wonder 
that the religious side of Samskrit literature appeals 
to us with a most powerful effect on account of 
its magnitude and bulk. But, as has been pointed 
out ,above, the very mission of Samskrit literature 
during the ages in which it was the unriva.lled 
vehicle of \he country accounts for its remarkable 
variety and the vastness of its volume. With 
fegard to the variety, I may just give a rough 
idea by r~ferring to the principal topics on which 
there are important Samskrit works available. 
We have intentionally excluded from our purview 
the works b~aring on Moksha or spiritual. culture. 
Ihe most remarkable work bearing on the practical 
departments of national life is Kautilya's ArthaJaJtra 
cited above, and it is now too well known to need 
!&nydew:ription of its contents. It is at once a work 
on economics and politics regarded both as science 
an9, art. ~ext to this work we may mention the 
almost equally remarkable work. Vatsayana's 
Kama;ulra. in which there is a most interesting 
chapter .on regulations concerning domesti«: 
~i;mo,"y, including such topics as the kitchen, 
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the kitchen garden, the stores, 'etc. The neXt 
similar work is the Brihal-Sanhi/p of Va,rahamihra, 
which is replete with information about the secular 
aspects of national welfare. :Ther~ is, agai~, quite. 
a rich crop of literature bearing upon tho...exact 
and abstract sciences, like arithmetic, algd:1rn, ttig~
nometry, geometry, and the concrete sciences, 
like astronomy, medicine, anatomy, physics, 
chemistry. Some of the renowned books on. 
metaphysics contain much of physic~J Simil~fiy, 
much literature has undoubtedly grown round 
each of the sixty-four fine arts to whith we have 
a constant reference in Samskrit works. For 
instance, as Mahamahopadhyaya H.uapra!'l"d" 
Sastry has shown, music itself claims an extensive 
literature. (Bhuvanananda Kavikanthabharana of 
Bengal, wh";;'"" was a contemporary of Sher Shah, 
wrote an encyclop;:edic work giving an account of 
the eighteen sciences of the Hindus, in which he 
gives a separate account of music and mentions 
scores of authors of musical works who flourished 
in ancient times. Similarly, ~.vci~ as 28 art is 
treated of by Koh.a1a in several chapters in his 
work on the Natyasas/Ta, which explains t.he 
various motions connected vvith that art. Kohab 
also mentions the various schools of dramatic art 
that preceded him, each school having ~eveloped 
its own sutras, bhashyas, vartikas, nirukta~ sa11'-
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phas, and karikas. In the field of history 
we . may .mention HarJnocharita, Rajalarallgi1ti, 
Ramoch,arila, NovQvib-amarkofharira, 'Prithviraja
cMJrita. It is iuperO.uous to name the various 
worktlOo p?etrL dr~.'E..aJ.~l!g. . .E...h .~lo.~9P-hy, but from 
tile lccaant just given it is sufficient to have an 
idea of the extraordinary nnge of subjects dealt 
with in Samskrit literature, in spite of the fact that 
much of that literature has been lost owing to the 
political convulsion that swept over the count~'1 
[ihe volume of Samskrit literature is evidrn.t 

from the c~nsideration of a few typical facts. In 
1891 Afrecht published hi s Cala/DgU! Cala/agarum 
enumerating over 30,000 individual Samskrit 
works. Two later volumes published by him 
added ro,ooo m_,?!~J.9_.the . ..sto.ck, and yet ~~ 
plored treasures of Samskrit literature in various 
pl;~rlnii'i~ still await discovery. E ven quite 
recently some of the countries outside India have 
yielded their buried treasures of Samskrit literature 
- e.g_ the deserts of Gobi and Taklamakan. Even 
thina, Japan, Korea, Tibet, and Mongolia are 
giving fre~h proofs of the extraordinary volume of 
this literature. The other proof of its vastness is 
to be found in the fact that in all the principal 
Samskrit works representati.ve at the principal sub
jects we ltave inva.riably a. rettrence to the workll 
01 -,pr&ceding authors and schools. Panini. for 
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instance, refers to fif.teen different schools of 
grammar that flourished befOl's hiII\-; Katitilya 
refers to ten different schools ; similarly,. Kohala 
and V~tsayal!!-also' refer tp variQus predecessors 
and schools of thought on the numerou~ ... topi.c:s 
dealt with by them. 

All this vastness and variety are ultimately due 
to the extraordinary longevity of the literature; 
and even if we date its beginning, with European 
sch91ars, ~t:~.~ 1500. B:5=., it still presents a l~dgth 
of life which is hardly equalled by any other 
l!terature of the world] Max MaUet, indeed, 
said that Samskrit literature went to jilCep lQJ 
seven centuries, from the rise of Buddhism in 
the" f~~-;th -~~ntury B.C. to the rise of the Gupta 
Empire in the third century A.D., but the results 
of modern scholarship achieved since the: days of 
Max ~uller have proved the falsity o~ his poSItion. 

'lor instance, in the centuries before the Christian 
era the literary life of the country was represented 
by such monumental masterpieces as the Anho
sas/fa of Kautilya, the Natyasaslra of Kor,ala, th~ 
dramatic literature of Bhasa, and the Mahahhashya 
of Patanjalj. In the centuries immediately follow
ing the Christian era we have such famous names 
as those of Asvagh.Qsh~a, the renowned guru of 
the Emperor Kanishka, the celebratep chemist 
N~rjuna, the founder of the Mahayana~ sch:ool 
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01 Buddhism, together with his illustrious pupils 
Aryadeva ,and Maitreyanatha, who all flourished 
in .the .interval preceding the Gupta periociJ In 
fatt, in no period of J.l1dian history do we: find any 
serio~<; interruption"of the continuous progress of 
Samtkrtpliterature, as the result of which we find 
that it is possessed of an abundance and a variety 
that are unique in the literatures of the world. 



CONCLUSION 

LET us now summarise the contr:butions of 
Hindu culture to the cause of nationality il1 
india. The foundations of nationality were, as 
we have already seen, well and truly laid in the 
very earliest period of our history in tnt; people's 
possession of a fixed and defined territory, followed 
by their gradual realisation of it'iStheir (arnn.oll 
motherland, claiming their homage and service. 
This realisation was consciously stimul~ted by an 
appropriate lit!r~ure, religious as well as secular, 
which ~voked a widespread feeling of reverence 
for the country. The country came to be deified, 
and glorified as being not merely Heaven upon 
earth, but hig~er . than Heave.n itself . .,." But this 
transfiguration was not a mere attitudini<:ing, o. 
merely due to any play of imagination. The 
country becomes a spiritual entity because the 
spiritual enters more into its conception than the 
material. The country is j'dored because it is but 
t~e embodied type of a living culture. Accord
ingly, its physical limits were always corresp()ndh.g ,. 
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with its ideal lirltits: the country was spreadiQg 
with,the spread of the culture and ideals it stood 
for. The Vedic river hymn, as we have seen, 
had its' Epic. qpansion. The original home of 
the Hindu, limited by"'the Ganga and the Yamuna 
in. thi .:wit, and by the Sarasvatl in the ,.south, 
extended so as to embrace ultimately the entire 
continent in successive marches and ever expand
ing circles. For the country becomes identified 
with the cultural e1Iviron, and the ideal country is 
thus 'ever carried with the race in its migraeons 
and conq~e!;ts. It is thus that Brahmavarta, that 
"holy land" and original home--ortfie- - Indo
Aryan between the SarasvaU and the Drishadvati 
(Manu, ii. 17), extends and expands into :ij~ 
mll!§.~!-dC;s~ (comprising Kurukshetra and the 
country of the Matsyas, Panchalas, and Surasenakas 
(ib., I 9)), an~ this again into Mt.~hya;ie~,~ (between 
the Himalayas in the north, the Vindhyas in the 
south, Prayaga in the east, and Vinascana in the 
west) and ~~a (lying between these two 
mounti\ins and extending as far as the eastern and 
western oceans (ib., 21, 22»), "that land where 
the black 1ntelope naturally roams." Beyond that 
lay" the country of the Mlecchas," only to be 
absorbed in the course of historic evolution in the 
U holy land," . which is continuously spreadi'l8' 
l~il iJ attains the full limit of its size and stature 

7 
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ill the continent of Bharatavarsh.fJ defined in the 
Puranas as the whole stretch of space between the 
Himalayas and the southern seas. 1'he country 
follows the culture; nay,. the .,Wtute 'is DIre's 

country and the country one'os culture. Tp.e soul 
moul~s the body as the body expresse~ t'ht sou l, 
but the genius of the nation is a vast presence 
which. transcends the actual physical or geo
graphical embodiment, and i.ll its ideal possibilitir:.s 
can indeed embract! the whole world of Ihan, 
Th~s the evolution of IndIa as the mother-co~ntry 
of the Indians has but followed the {ines of the 
cosmic process revealing the Universal in the 
Particular and the Particular in the Univers3.';. 
Here is no insular culture lacking in universality, 
nor a disembodied one which is homeless, and 
therefore infructuous and sterile. 

But this peculiarity has its own effects upon ~he 
course 'of Indian history. Where ' the country 
is more a cultural than a material possession, it 
appeals less to the instinct of appropriation. There 
is more of disinterested sharing, more flf comL. 
munity of life and enjoyment. India thus early 
became the happy home of many races: cults, and 
cultures, coexisting in concord, with<.:ut seeking 
overlordship or mutual exterminatiol1. With 
this high aud complex initial responsibility India 
Secomes the land of composite systems ~n ,es~eot 
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of rac~) language, civil and personal law, soc.'ial 
structure, rnd religious cult. Other na~ional 
system~ exclude the possibility of such radical 

,diVersities, and. hrea's. down 'in the attempt to 
unjfy~ them. Fed~ration and Imperialism have 
perhaps> !seen born too late for their task. 

Such composite systems are built up necessarily 
on the basis of an extended unit of society. ' Here 
~he social and political composition I!. based on the 
gro~p, and not the individual, as the unit: l.g. the 
family, the village community, the caste,' and 
various other similar corporations, of which a 
special study is made in another work of mine 
entitled L eal Government in Ancient Illdia '(Claren
don Pre~s) Oxford, 2nd ed., 1920). .such a 
priuciple of social construction minimises the 
friction and collision of atomic units and helps to 
harmonise the parts in and through th.e whole. 
Biologically speaking, such constructions corre· 
spond to the more developed forms of organic life 
which, in their nervous interconnections, show a 
greate", power of integration than the looser and 
more incoherent organisms lower down in the 
ev.olutionary series. 

Accordingly, it should be further noted, it is 
the quasi-instinctive postulates and conventions of 
group-liEs which come to he formulated as la~, 
.!.IiP ;ot the mandate, command, or decree of a 
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single, central authority in the State. Law, under 
these conditions, is not an artifice, but a nat'ufl2.) 

, , 
. growth of consensus and communal , life .. Thus 
ever new social and'politicaLconstrUlztlons arise !Sy 
the original and direct action' of the grou~ and 
commh."lities in the State, and not by ~,~ Inte,.
vention of the absolute sovereign po\Ytr and its 
creative fiats, as under all centralised constitutions. 

The nationality formed on such principles is :t 

-com~osite ~n..iliJ:y, and not one of the rigid, 
unitary type. The relation of the State to its 
constituent groups becomes, under tttis scheme, 
one of copartnership, each maintaining the others 
in their place. It is not the State that, by its 
sanction or charter, creates its own cql\$tituent 
bodies or corporations, but, on the other hand, the 
groups establish, and are established by, the State. 

The g~nius of the Hindus has ad~ered firmly 
to this fundamental principle of political organisa
tion amidst the most trying and adverse conditions 
in the course of their history. Even when the 
State ceased to be a national or organic q1e (as' 
under the Mahomedan rule, for in;;tance) they 
fell back upon the resources and possibilities of 
that ultimate political creed to work: out the 
necessary adjustments and adaptations to the new 
sit~Jatiol\ as means of their self-prese~tion 4S ~ 
people. They clung fast to their time-hotll)urad 
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and confirmed conception of the State, which \Us 
hasetl upon a respect for the original and primary 
rights of boup-life, for the sanctity of natural 
grbupi~gs, t~, i.nviolability of· the vital modes of 
humljl association, ·t~ which a full scope was, 
a(,oCo~i~) never denied. And thus the ;lindu 
State came"naturally to be associated, ant indeed 
very 1argely identified, with a multitude of institu
tions and corporations of diverse types, structures, 
an~ ,functions, in and through which the many
sided genius of the race expressed itself, It-was 
these intermediate bodies between the individual 
and the State whirh mattered most to the life of 
ihe people, to the conservation of their culture, 
as the rea,l seats and centres of national activity. 
Accordingly, when a State of this complex com~ 
position and structure happens to pass under 
foreign cOl)ltel, the nation can mai,ntain the: 
freedom of its life and culture by means ot that 
l<t:rger and more vital part of the State which is 
not amenable to foreign control, and is, by 
"de!tign., independent of the central authority. An 
elaborately devised m~chinery of social and 
ec(;momic self~government' amply safeguards the 
interests of national life and culture. What is 
lost is but an inferior and insignificant limb of the 
b,ody po~tic: ·its mote vital organs are quiJe 
ftttact. It is as if the mere outwork has fallen: 
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the main stronghold of national life stands firm 
and entire against the onslaughts of alien ag~res
sian; protected by a deep and wide g ulf of 
separation and aloofness Jrom ~ tb'e domain ~of 
central authority, which call" find no POil,lts of 
substw,ttial contact with the life of the U'::0p)'e ard 
no mearls of controlling the institutiollS expressing 
and moulding that life. It is thus that Hindu 
culture has had a continuous hi story uninterruptei! 
by the foreign domination to which a nattcfhal 
cultflre would otherwise succumb. 

A complete expcsition of this cornp9site type 
of nationality and polity, such as stands to the 
credit of India as her special achieveme~t, must 
wait for another opportunity and occasion. But, 
in passing, we may as well broadly indicate the 
lines of its actual operation, and also of its 
possibilitit;s as an instrument for th-t ilnification of 
the human race or the federatioll of man. The 
principles of the Indian political constructions 
tend naturally, as a closer analysis win show, to 
reconcile the conflicting claims and idr,als .. oP' 
Nationalism and Internationalism in a stable 
!l'n~hesis towards--wrutntne- r:eagYie ' of" "Nit"ioos 
is opeIessly striving. The relations obtaining 
within the State' between the central authority and 
tlte constituent groups on which depend ~o largely 
its i~ternal order and peace, form the pl~ a.d 
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pattern of its external relations also. Comparati¥c 
politics, indeed, point to a kind of correspo.ndence 
between t!~e principles governing the internal 
cdnstitution ~ ~tates and the principles governing 
their external expansi~·!l. The intra-State and the 
illJer..tt:t~e1ations are fundamentally of th:. .... same 
type. Th~ State that is of a central tfpe, and 
thu s'absorb~ the original and originating groups 
..,\ its own unitary life, will also exhibit the same 
mllitarist spirit of domination and aggression in • its movement of expaflsion by absorbing ~ther 
States. ,Similarly, the expansion or extension of 
the Indian State will not be a process of absorption 
by assimilation or extermination of external States, 
neighhourly or rival, but will be governed by 
those principles, already referred (0, which regulate 
the internal consticution of the State itself in 
relatiol,1 to ~onstituent groups. Th(~JSt~ are the 
principles of a generous comprehens~on thal 
broader! the basis of an inter-State convention 
under which all subject people~ are established in 

-th.ir ~wn conventions and all subject States in 
their own constitution or customary law . 

. The problems before the League of Nations, of 
reconciling the self-determination of individual 
sovereign States with the interests of the collective 
b(otherh~od of aU the States, will defy solutign 
I,der;., die militarist and unitary principles of 
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political formation such as we 'meet with tn the 
'Vest, ,but they arc amenable to the pther method. 
of com'prehension which has been expl!ined as the 
basic principle of tke Indian typeeo4fState'in both 
its internal and external idatian!!. It is hoped 
that "'tIle Indian experiment in Nationy-~ \:hi~ 
seeks, a'nd i!l called upon, to unify di~rent ethnic 
stocks apd cultures, different systems of lay,» and 
cult, different groups and corporations, in an al~ 
embracing and all-comprehensive polity, willLbe 
foudd to be a much-needed guide in our pr~gress 
towards that U far-off divine event to' ~hich the 
whole creation moves," peace on earth and good
will among men. 

~~, J';c'C,,"'" 
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