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importM is ~inl1 not a matter qn wb~!llndja un Coop

tulate heneU. 

SEariOS 4. 

Ri,e in pricea and u-ageB. 

There is no doubt tbat both prices and "agee have been 

-rising. But have wages been riaing i.n the Bame proportion 

as prices? This is a question for a Btl.tiBfnctory anllwer of which 

we bne Dot got theneccssary materiala. The compiler of the 

Jaleet Parliamcntury Decennjal Statement of the 

Material condition of India observes under the head 

and Wages" (po 368) : 

Moral and 

of "Pricer 

' ·The statilltic&! dntll fwAilllLJe >:l ... nut ennl)le An 'accurate (,om

pari.ob to ·be maolo bety,'eeu the rAtcl< of wagel< prevailing in InlHa 
at the IJ.eginllillg and eud of tile !lcca<if'. The rdltTO of Pt i<:ell 8mt 
Wag6f1 in Iltdi. gives figure" going back to 1873, purpol1ing10 
ellOw year hy year for e~ch province the average rlLtcs of waSe1:l (Of 

certaln cla~' uf worker~, nut the figure, ure admittedly \"ery 
aafective, Mut tha return" ('On whi~h tha)' ore )'~SE'd ,,~\ .... now !ot'et~ 
di8(l()nlitlllll'l ." 

Such 811 they lITe, the etatistiCII pdbliafled bl the Govern~ 

ment of India &bow that prices bave gone up proporlioD1ltriy 

more than wages. In 1896, I wrote iD my "History of Bindtt'\ 

CivilizatioD un~er B~,Ru.1ft'.' .eVol. III pp. 126-1!1) 
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~ The average monthly wage. in rupIMII of uDllkilied labour 10: 

r rtt.io !!elected 1t&tiODI rougbly repreeelltlDg tbe ~o'fineee io wbioh 

tbey are litu.ted, IMtweeo 1876 aDd 1890, "'AI'! at! foUo,,". ; 
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- Coo'pil<!J ff'ODl the tenth lo;>\!le <If "Frices ."d WqcII IA 10011.," 
( C • .IcuUa, 1811:1) • 

., t W~ pre,.iw. lo 1873 ale Dot gl1'enln ~be pnbnc.Uon to wbkb 
'i1 bAve -.d aeoeM. • 
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The uel1l89 anoual priceq of stllple food grain !lot tb.e66 etatioD'" 

between J871 and 1890 is shown hy the fo~owing table (in ,urI 

per ru~) : 

Quin. }1871 
qucllnial t<1 
II,-erage 1875 

Quill_ } 1876 
qnellllin] to 
IIvcroge 1880 

Do. 

Dc. 

1881 

" 1885 

1886 

" 1890 

Bengal 
Presidency 

21'71 20'4511 20'121 27'1 1,,386 ,-
I 

15-87 16-831 17'517-78 19'46 

I 
21'9!l 18'76 2(H8 \!l89 24,2f1 

11 04 

I 

",, 32.1 
25'f;sjt""78 

, 
lH6 31"6l i~687 

1202 18'072H5 

___ LI ._'---' __ ,_-,---_,--_ _ __ _ 

It will he aeen from ti,e tigures given ahove, t1,at the rise 

ill wages ]'88 not kept pace witiJ tLe ri~e in the prices of tile . 

.. Compll<;d trom the tenlh iMnc of "Priceti and Wages in lndia,". 

(CalCDtt., 189'). 
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t taple o.~t.iC41B of food, 110 that g~n8l'alry the condition of the 

laboorer in "1890 WIt! worse than in 1880. At Raipur 'hil llWDthly 

wages would, ,during the period 1886 to 1890, buy ~im only 

81 seers of rice instead of 127 seers IS in the Period 1813 to 1876 ;

at Delhi it would buy him 95 seers of wheat inatead of 14.6 ; at 
• 

Alillit..8ar 122 instelld of 141 ; Ilnd at Dakhergnnj 124- seen of ric" 

iOBtead of 162." 

Later figures compiled from the tlventy-aixth issue of 

"Prices and Wages in India" confirm the conclusion arrived 

at twenty-tl'l'o years ago. Tbe localities given in the following 

tablel have heen chosen at random to repree~nt the different 

parts of Ind.ia. 

A~rage Annval Retail Price" ( in rupeu per maund) oj 

certain food grain,. 

I" I ~ ! » . 1- • 
~8 .5 8 ~~ 5 . \!,.; , . j _. 

J ~~ 
\l.~ 1! ~. ~!l 
g~ 

0'- ~.- ;!:-= ~~ !jl ~~ .'" c.,.c:::: I .. ~ 
'" " " 

''''' ••• \ 2-878 :t,'O!H 2809 12'15 2-036 1-959 2·229 1'506 

1891 '" 38' 3'13 2'99 2'275 2'742 2'7G& 2'3&4 2'3~ 

189C '" 
3-731 3'469 3'653 2'618 3-457 3'125 2'71, 2'909 

. . .. . 
1901 '" 4'944 "S'8 4'26' 3'012 3'26 2 '527 3'077 3':;00 

1908 ... S'908 6'07 I ,."" 5'369 "819 HUI ,'<)U: \ " ~ 
, 
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ANt'age Monthly Wagel (in Rupee,) of ahlroooiu 
agrieulturallabollr. 

' . 
j 

7" I ... , 4 '1 
6toN

I 
Do. (too I 

I 7·5 I Do, 13.~:to 3'75 

1

75 I Do. 1 3 ,,9to o 
12 Iii 62 )3'94 to7"5t 

6'56 

7 

8 

11-171 
11 

D •. 

, 
D •• , 
, 
5 

.It will be seen from the preceding tables, that between 

1886 and 1908, at Rangpur while the price of rice was Der.rly 

trebled wagee rose only about 71 per cent.; at PatDR tbe 

. inCre881!1 in the price of rice wae nearly 150' per cent., but that . 
oE wages barely 37 per cent. ; at CawDpore, the increase in 

the price of wheat was more than 100 per cent., but- that of 

wages not more than 40 per cent; at Amr;itsar wbile the 

price of wheat was more than doubled, wages rOBe only about 

23 per cent. ; at Bombay the increase in the price of Jawar 

• 8taU&tictl of Wagu of .blebodied agriCll1lturallabo1im' for tb()fJe 
plaon;.~ not Rnilflble. 

t TileK' llgurell are tor 1906 tboee for 111(18 not being &",lIable.' 
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wu about 81 per Cent., but that in wages leu than 19 perc 

cent..; and at Raipur the price of rioe was trebled, but the 

monthly wage of an able-bodied agricuiturallaboumt' ~ only 

from 4 to 5 rupees! 

'One comes- upon occasional admissions by Government 

of the fact that wages bave not kept pace with priees in their 

publications. For inlitanC'..e, the Government of Bengal in 

their annual re:rolution on the administration report of the 

PatDa division for 1893 observe:-

.. Though price of food-grains has owing to the opening 

out of railways and roods and o~er causes, risen greatly in 

thie division in the past twenty years, there yet appears 1.0 

be no corresponding rise in the wages of unskilled agricul

tural labourer. The wage of a common coaly is said to be 

now as it was eighty years ago I t to 2l anulUI a day." 

The oompiler of tbp. last decennial "Statement exhibiting 

the moral and material progress aud oondition of Indiat . 
1911-12 p. 311 remarks: 

•. The middle- cJusea who Bubsist by prof_iunal or cJericer 
cmplOyJlU'-nt were hard hit by the rise of prices. Being dependent 
on filed ularie6, the dearne8B of food eitho:r entniled & reduction 
in their etandatfi of comfort or reduced the margin between 8uffi
ciency and priyation. The pressure of high prices on theee c1a&ees 
WIIB indeed 10 real.M to . oblige Go\'ernm~Dt to institute a sylrtem 
of " grain oompeD88.tion aUowanC6!l" for clerke and other employee. 
on low pay, io order to counteract, to wme eden!, the dimil\urioD 
of their asaeta wbiob:wlIB ita imreediate feeult. Thi. eecti'on of the 
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q mmuuity 1M> fir IIhOW8 DO very.dear l igo of a!l.Y marked improve-
ment in mattri,!i eo~dition." . 

Price.. may, I think, be safely taken to h~ve .dvJltlced . . " 
more, often considerably more, tban wages. The I<OUClU8ion 

". 
thu. becomes inevitable that the great wnjority. of the land

less wage-earniug clallllee, whose number ""ill probably- not 

falliat abort of BOmB ~ighty millions, are compamtively mucb 

poorer DOW tban before. This impoverishment is intensified 

by the fact, that their wanta have increased to 80me extent 

on acconnt of their advan~ on i.he path DE Western civ il iza

tion. Well might Sir Bampfylae Fuller 6:\Y "that it i8 not 

80 easy to demon9trate tKnt the poorer dn.s&ell of villager!! 

are better off thaD before." 

Two or three centuries ago. ,,"oges were extremely low. 

But prices were also comparntively 80 very low, that poople 

w~o' hun to depend for their subsistence upon wages could 

live much more comfortably than they do now. 

Tbe following roble g ives the wngoe' of Bome labOurers 

~urin8 t1:e reig n of Akbar .• 

Carpenteu 

Bricklayore 
B&llIboo cuttOl"ij 

Thatcllora 
W.t&- carriers 

Rs. As. Pa. Rs. AB. r,. 

o '2.9}l(lO 09t 
o 1 4t t(l 0 1 2';-
o 0 9) 

o J 2: 
0121'" 
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Tb.e follotWli ara the overage prices of ..lome of the

commonest llT~icles of ooll.l1mpiioll durin, Ule saro~ reigo.t 

Wheat per IIllllnd 
I.eutile 
Barley 

Millet 
SaUl; ri,"e 
T ithi rico 

Moth Val 

Whent Flour 
Cou rse i\lun!\Dnl .. 

Hilee 

Oil 

:Milk 

Rs,- AI .. PI . 
... 0 4, 9. 

,,' 

o ", ' 9l 
o 3 jf 
o 2 4! 
o 8 0 
1 
0 

0 
0 
2 
2 
0 

o 0 

4 9i 
Ii () 

7 2~ 

10 0 
o 0 

10 0 
1 Rrown sugar " Ii '" 
0 Bait 6 4t 
0 Onions 2 41 

Turmeric " 0 0 
0 SiI;.hate ('10th, per yart\ ... 1 '7. 

Blankets, COIITet'! per pit:co 0 4 0 

The monthly oJie~eLic requirements ot a. Bour-eaiwgaverage 

adult labourer would be ;-
Price in Akoor 'a time. 

Secra RlI. As. F. 
Flou r " 0 • 9 
0.1 ,- 5 0 0 VI 
Ghoo 1 0 1 01 
S.lt 1 0 0 21 

Total 0 5 7, 

t .A ilt·i-A~""'ri Bloebmatm'Il'rallll&tlon pp. 62·65, 905-96. 



[ 28 ) 

Making al1owanoe for condi.m.enle and other little ~Dge, au 

adult labourer oould leed h{mself during the reign of Akbar . . . 
for aix annaa or 80 per lnOntb. Taking hie family- to cooliet. uf 

five mem'bera (himself, his wife, Rod three children), he alone 

being the earning member, we mlly take one rupee and four 

, annaa to cover his monthly expenees on account of 100d for 

himaeU and hill wife !lnd lamily. An uO!lkillel labourer, 

Bucb lUI a water..carrier, in Akbar's time, would earn about 

~D6 rupee aad twelve annaa per month. ThUll he would 

have left a margjn of eight DOOas to epeod on clothing 

and luxuriea,-a large amount co:lsidering the purchasing 

power of the rupee at the time; and with wages immensely 

lower, ' he was probably mudl IDOre comfortable tban his 

CO.Dgener of the present day. 

It;~ unquestionable that the rise in prices and the expan

sion of BUch indU8tries ns jute alld cottoa have henefiUld the 

peasantry BO far 88 CIUIh ia concerned, t'8peciaily in such 

parts as E_tern Bengal, and that the wagee of skilled work

men and of high officials in Governmental and mercantile 

olIicee have gone up comparati~ely more tban pri~a. But, 

88 WEI" shaD. presently aee, though they h[l\'6 more OlODey to 

spend, a good deal of it i8 drained away, and parudu1:ical 

as the lI\a\ement may appear a. very large number of tl.tcm 

have been actually impoverished ! 
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' StonoN 5. 

b'l.eroti<m oj the Standard oj lioing. 

Of all the signa of pl'OBperity I there is, none which, next 

10 the accumulation of gold, is more ~mmonly adduC('d hy 

the optimists sa the 80 called "elevation" of the etandard of 

Jiving, that is, it..! approximation to the European standard. 

The "elevation" ia an uodoubted fact and is noticeable 

IDOrs or less among nearly all clall869 of the community es.

pecially in the viciuity of rajlway~. .It conllj~ta of; -

(1) Tb..e Bub.iwtutioll of the finer Bnd cheaper mill-made, 

especially imported, fabrics lor the coarser nod dearer, though 

much more 8uustantiul , and dumble hand-made clothes, and 

the more plentiful use of the former in the form . of shirte, 

<-'Oats, etc. 

(2) The Buimtitut;on of cigarette for hooka Bmoking. 

China glassl'I'1lr'B. and enamelted ware for metallic crockery 

&c" fine ahoes lor coarse sandals, sugar lor gur, buttloo aDd 

tinned me<ii(liues and foods, for indigenou8 simples and fresh 

foods, and of strong liquor for home brewed ale, and its 

increased COllllumptiou. 

(3) Tile acquisition of 8uch habi~ as t.ea-drinking and 

poeeibly also of a taste for expensive musical inltrument • • 

suet as the haTmonium. gramophone, etc., and for urban 

amuaementa, melt as tbeatree, cinelIlAl, etc. 
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The qwmtity of clothing now needed in 1& household is 

treble, qurdru'ple or more of what would have ~ 8uificien\ 

.a generation or two ago. All the memberfl of B family, male 

and female. inlant aod adult, must be draped i:n the various 

appendages of Western habiliment in conformity with 

Western fashion as fat' as possible. Bare legs aoo hare body 

would shook the current ideas of d~ncy and w.sthet.ica. 

The feet muat he shod with boots Bod shoes of Western 

1!hape and a1yle which are much more expensive ami much 

leel durable tbali those of indigenous make which were 

iorm9l'1y in vogne. Cbeap native toya no longer amuse our 

children. Our young men no longer find plea.!lure in native 

games aud athletic GXerCiS6a which cost nothing, but IDt;S,t 

have football, teunis, badminton, cricket, billiards &c. wuich. 

cost II. great deal. 'Indigenous entertainments aod amuse· 

ments for which the great maj ority had to pay nothing ha\'c 

been eupt,lrseded by theatres, circuses, cinemas &c. which 

every body must ply for. House·keeping in the old style 

wbich utilised the Te30Urces of the country to the tulleet 

po!Isible advantage, reeognised the tending of the cow a.s 

-<lpe o~ its most important .duties, and turned out delicacies 

~.d . ~rtistic utilities. out o~ inexpensive things ill R ,'anisb~n.g 

.a.rt in new: .I.nd.~ . rr:he il.uditory nerve of the Neo-lad-ian 

responds 4lee and . lees. to the notes Qf . iqdigenoilll mUlliool 

inatrumellts, and they BTB being replaced by the harmonium, 
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and l~tter1y abo, to aome e~tent at leaat. by ihe. gta'l!ltOpbone. 

His tongue ~. becoming' more and more in5eneibE to the 

tMtB of Indian dainties. and must hliTe a Vlriety of tianed 

and bottled f~d8, solid and liquid. Hie eyes refuse .rnO-r6 

nnd more to be BBtig6ed unless Ilia house is finished and 

<lecorated in the Western fashion, and his grounds laid out 

with exotic flowere. And hie olfactory nerve iB beeoming 

more and more obtuee to nny fragrance but that of perlumea 

either genuinely foreign or foreign in- native goise. Be i. 

giving the gG-by to simple indigenous remedies, and apothe

cary shope whoee number in large cities is legion can bardly 

keep paoe with bis ailments and am making deplorable 

inroads into his -punte-sbope in regard to which an eminent 

medical authority- bas declared, that "the world would be better 

off if · the content3 wtI!'e emptied into tbe 8E!6 though' the 

coDseqUE'nce to the fiahel! would be lelrnlutable," and that too 

·in the Wellt where the drugs are :lvsilnble in much fresher 

·cOndition. 

Thill approximation to the Earopean style of living ean 

hardly. be clilJ&d "elevation." In many, I may My mOst,rellpecte, 

the chauge is decidedly for the worse. In a climate where 

. minidlum of; clothing oonformaW1 to the indigea.oUl Btandard 

. of d6Olnl:~Y';B oOndQeive tQ health for the greater portion (If 

·die · ,ear, ·to~g anB'-S6lf up hJi h.d · to foot .hanas 

~D·' style caineS b.t be pNjadicial &0' health: J'he 



[ 3S J 

J&me r~rk appliee generally to the cha.oge of taat.e in 

reprd. \<I eating, drinking and IImoking, especially in regard 

~ tI:dI ~ming spread of tea-drinking and of cigarette 

Imomg. 

But whether "elevation" or .nat, .whether for good or lor 

bad, the approximation to tbe European standard prllllup

JlO88II more money. And it is indubitable, that a eectiOIl or our 

community composed of a good number of the artisans, state

lIenauta, lawyers &C. have more money than. before. But 

they too afB generally impoverished. 

Impoverisbment ia a comparative term. II one be,villg com

paratively mortt money than before, has yet less for hi. wanta, 

he is terlai.nll poorer. I do not think I am exaggerating 

when I say that the great majority of our middle c1aaa h3ve 

been impoverieaed in tbis seDae. The candle b,urns at both 

ends. Their resollrOd9 aru exhausted on the one hand by 

tbe io:-rdinate enhanooment of the prieM of indigenous nec. 

sariM, and aD the other by the ao called" elevation " pf ~be 

etaI\,dard of Ii~jng which is enlarging their. wants. Even 

inoornes wliich formerly "ould have been regarded aa opulence 

.' are nOW hardly deemed. ~ be bare" OOlllpek!bce. . Whil.& mi!k 

and \he vario1ll preparations oJ. milk which ~;n. our priocipl!ol 

.ar\i~ of nU.trit.ioD ,suiied 16 lh~ 'clims'" ba\"e become 110 

"If BY dear t,bat. t.h.e gr.e&'mijcrity of our. ~ddle ~ ~ot 

anord ~ 16\ ,hern."iQ. .~~ent quaauty for· bare " aubel!teooe. 



[ 33 1 

. th8y have fD spend comparatively large BUms upon the 

gratification of tbe new ta'ltea which have sprung up for 

clothing, shoes,' .socks &c. and for amllaements and -garnell, 

such 3S tb~trical performances, cirou!Ie8, cine1l1811, billial'!:la. 

footooll, tennis -&0. which have superseded I,be much 1l'8~ 

expensi\'e indigenolll amusemenfa and games. For, the 

average man blindly folloW!! the prel'lliling faeuion; lind 

witli him show countll lor rotlfC thou 8ub6tance, AnU tbe 

ornamental pl"eI"t1ils over the useful, 

The 80 called "rise" in the standard CJf living of the 

people we are talking of has had I'ery far-reselling COO8e

quencee of a most b.'\neful charncter. Though frequently 

descanted upon 8S (lll indubitable index of prosperity. it haS', 

in reality, proved II potent causen! the impoverishment not 

only, directly" of the great mo.jority of tlie people who affect 

it, but a18O, indirectly, of the community 88 R whole. In the, 

first place it runs away with resources which SD.ollld be 

b~8banded for imp~ving agriculture Rnd other jnllu.tries. 

Secondly, it entails an enormoua incre:~6 in the consumption 

oE imported articlee \vhich acceleratee the decadence of m
digenous induIKry and sweUs the volume of economic drain 

from the oountry. The writer recently visited a village. among 

the weaving population of which the Rancbi Ul:lion (the 

central organill8tion (or finaudng OO1)J?8rative credit ..aocietiM 

in tbe Rancbi district) 11M ~n making a higbly prai~ 

3 
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worthy au.empt to 1ntrottooe the fly~uttJe loom. One of tlil . '. ; , . :. . . ; . 
DloC!It Ieriona objeotiooa \vhich tbe weavers urged agaiDat tb'"e . " . . " . . 
u~,o~ this improved loom "88, that they could nq,t find ~ good 

market even for t~e ~Dty. p,rod1\C8 of the prlmi,tiv6 looms 

which they ~ve been used to ; what are they to , do with tbe 

increased buttu.rD of the improved looms? • Yet all the male 

villagert who congregated round UlI, including even the 

weavers thelllMive8, w"re, atmo3t without exception, well 

habited in mill-made clothes! It i8 only the females who 

still alfact the coarse and durable wid&bordered JIIlIM8. The 

8~ial encouragement which is being given to female 'educa,.. 

tioo will, no doubt, .8000 do away with even this small 

amouht of patronage wh~ch indigenou9 ind~try still receh'e8 

f~ them. For in towns they too, 68p~jally the litem1es 

aIDODS them, almoet universally adopt the current fa.shiull 

w1'!.i,ch !a'VOUfll the more showy, but much lesa lssti.Dg mill· 

Ill"de fabr;C8~ 

'SEQ'MO.N .'fl. 

IMWltrial. DeveloplMnt. 

There hl18 unques\ioBahty been c::I!~8id'emble indiU!lrial 

·de'Veiopment within the last three ·or tour. decades, Dut , . , 
th\& development haV~Dg ~n .e~tedf ma~~ly '*lt~ foreign 

capital anll und81i foreign ~ment,.zte gain to the country 
. . 

hat 'been ioooneiderable. The number of joioHitock com-
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. pa~iM iu Brhisb IDdilland the Myl!lOr6 Ilate, in whpi8 b&li.d • . 

lie nearly all our Io.rge industries, iocrl'8sed from 886 'in l~G to 

. 2,30:1 i: 1911, a'oo the fXLid-up. capital during thnt peritd rOll8 

lrom n.~. 21,38,01,-420 to He. 64,Of,90,826. 1'{]oQbt i( even a 

quarter <.If tbil c::.pital eM 1>13 cre<lited lo Indiall sharebolders. 

With the exception c'l the cotton-industry or the Bombay' 

J>residency lind of t.he recentlr-.Bturt.ed iron industry at Sakcbi 

tbe $trawth of uU the other large industries is due almOliit 

enlirely to Westel'll enterprise. Between 18iH ilnd U:I1], tile 

outpnt of cool rose from 1,015,210 'tons to 0,035; ';27 toilS, lind . . 
that of petroleum between 1895 and 1911, from about thirteen 

millioll galloos to n63riy two huntlrtd twenty-six million gul

louli. Betlvren .]8/iO IIlld W{)S, the number of jute milla rose 

from 22 w 50, of paper mill!! from 1 to 8, of sugur ·fr!!ctoriea · 

from g ~o 23 aod of wooHen mills from::? ·to G. Indigenous 

enterprise uas bad out little to do with tlti!! e.:o:pansion of Inaia'll, 

ind,.ultriea. 

'I.1te cbief gain ·to tue country is confinoo to the · employ~ 

ruent wbi~h the \',UiOllS indlllltri81 nfforu k' 80nle ·of our . 
labourers, artisans &c. It abouhl be observed, however, lirtit 

that the number ItO employed lorlll!l a very smlllI rrncthin 

of the total popu.lation of the country. According to l~6 

CenaUs of 1911, the number was only 2·1 nlillion. Secondly, 

.getting into close contact wit.h modern" civm~Btion," they 

are temI'ted--.omeUDlee purpoee1y by the ·authoritit8 of .the 
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jndu~t:rial c:oncerns'"- 'to "raise" their standard )£ liviDg; and 

consequently a very large number of them become ,imro

veriaheJ' in the senile 8xplttined. til the last. ' section. The 

following description of the ll1ill-hands of llomlmy

" Bombay's Sla\'ell" as they have 1een uptty r:tlled- by an 

etewitnees rloea not appeur to be fi t all exaggemted . 

• , Watch patiently the mill hands us they strenOl out of tLe 

mill-compoulld. You would fnuC'y l );gs were le t loo~e from 

their stY "":' lhei r clotJ!cs tl'Jile<i and lilt1Jr, emitting suell nn 

offensive emell -as to mnke you l,osi tively sick if yon 

cbanced to at;nd too Drat them: tlleir ey<,s dim and red 

with a wiM vacant look about d.l C'IJI ; their ears rt'ooered 

well.nigh {lenf with twelve hours' clanking and gro<uling ..... . 

But Ibia ill. not all j Collow tl lem from the gate way on their way 

bOlDe. Hardl}' hSI'6 Ihey co:ne out on .tIle I"OIHI, when fl(lni all 

aad Martmrtt8 set upon them linn fpel tilrir pockct8 and pass 

their hands all ol'er the bod~'. On inq"liry yOIl lind .it is Ihe 

poy-ciay, m)(1 these bumno parasitE'S iUl\"(' 1'00'ue to rN.'O I·er a 

pRrt o[ what they bave hmt those ·8Ia\:es.' .. .... Aftf'r coming 

out of the clutches of their extortioners t\B lK>st they could , 

~ Sir Al<:"a"dcr ilrlc Ilul>erl, in ld~ e"idcuCtl hefore tbe I mlu~lrie~ 

( !"nlllli,...;ou in I lliG. ""id .. Ihnl the low >Iflu,lud of ,1r>IJ)QIOotic comfurt 

;~ ' 1"('~lo(In"'\,lc [ur the limit ll.tion~ uf the labonrer in India." Tbt:" 

•. ul~,·.t\.Otl" uf tlli~ stiltldurU, ill, thL"Te!ore. "d.ldy ad~oeated to l,rodut'C 
II Ciall.: of IJt.'Ul>lc .... ho ,..-0\1],.1 b.: ,J ~IJeI~lcnt iOQlely on tII incs lIud fa('IOJ\e~ 
fQt tbeir ·1il'clihOQl.l. 
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they have hardly walked a hundred yards wben 0. place 

ablaze \vith Kitson burners moat in\'itingly etanda open to . 
them. It is:l. 'liquor-shop. • • The invitatiotL 18 too urgent to 

be refused; and 80 they step In and have a .•. strong 
• 

drink which takes awny a sixth t9 even a quarter of their 

day's hard earnings." " 

Alas ! tbn~ the increased consumption of spirituous 

liquors and the phenomenal A'fowtu of the exciAe rS\'SIlUe 

of the Government should be conlidered to be symptomatic 

of increa'liug pru~perity, as it is by somB purblind optiUlista, 

obse~se<l by Western prepossesllioll8, is a sad oomnlentary 

o n their el,HjUent (lisquiaitiollS on the supposed benclltB of 

Hritiah nule in India! A very large portion of the iucrt'n!!ed 

wages which our workmen get Hnds its way into the pockets 

o f Lilt; incrpasing swarms of such social pests as liquor 

veo!lors flml usurers . 

• " lktl ''''lLol(~ nn !lor 1',ulJlcms 01 lnJia" by .\. S. ~. WII.t./i", 

I'P . \02-10:1. 



CHAPrER n. 

Indloations of Impoverlsbm.,.t. 

SECTION 1. 

Inertanng !rtqtuJtl.ey of PaminE', 

Of aU the facts wbich bespeak the impoverishment of 

India, perhaps the most telling is the increasing frequency of 

families. There IS no doubt that India haa Buffered from ramil~es . 
{rom ancient times. What information we posseBS, hOW6yer, 

Bbows that they were few and {at between.o But, the fAlowing 

tnble prep"reci by Mr. Digby from the reports of the vari.oue 

Famine Commissions will Bhow how appalling has bee.n th", 

i'ncraa.ee in the number and destructh'e character of the 

faminea aince the establi8hment o( British Rule on Do firm 

basia, 

" 180~ to 1825.-Five ·hmine~ with slight. 1088 of life (1802 --3, 
' l 8<U, 1807, 1812--13. 1823 - 25), Some of these- bmiooR IlTOlI(t 
from W81'3, Bond n loe extended over II. JUgl) area. 

~826 to 1860._Two famiufl8 : 1833, 1837 . 

• We have &OQOunt_ of only two famine_; in the elel'"enth ,;entlU'J both 

local ; oDe in Ihn thirteentb aronn" Delb.i;_tbfec in the fOurteenth liU 
local ; two In the fifteenth, both local; three ill the Ib~ntb all toea.t ; 
three fn. the ae ... ent.eenth, geueral; four ill the eighteenth (lip to tho 
middle of t be OOlltlU'J). all local. 
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Tt- ~eNl. malnly 10l'al, and groat ... dfering wu catued in 
particuJu a_triote, DotaW, in Nortbeni Madru. 'l'be 18SS famioeled. 
to the Grett G'Qd .. ari Irriglltioo work, being begun. 

By thi~ time, praetictllly nil Cudia, U we know it, had oome 
uDder our Iway. 

186t to 1876.-Six hlnine". wilh tho 10M of fl'8 .. million.-of 
live., Ipread .trer the wbole eeries of ealAmities, The .... -ont fan~n. 
w .. !o On8ll&. 

1876 to 1900 -Eighteen faminOll, including the four Inellt terrible 
famine. eyer knowb in lodi., In tile fint of thhe fonr, li ll: Ind • 

quarter millions of lives weN 1000t; io the lut two during the ten 
yMI'II in wftich they occurred, According to the clllTNpondent in 
India of the Lance! aod tIle est imate of tLe Slalt"';dll ,,,,d 
Friertd 6/ INdia , CAlcutta, nineteen millioD8 of Ih'ea were 100t 

from 'mille and t't.m;ue dill6ue,." 

"How completely fAmine ilas gained & bold on tl,e Empire rna,. 
be judged from this SummAry ; _ , 

hl period, 25 yeaT'll, five £u,minetl 

Znd" " Iwo CamiDe' 

am" .. Sil[ ftmine& 

'til" " Eigbteen f.minet 

Perlll.~ 

" 

Deatb" 
1,000,000 

1100,000 
Recorded 6,ono,OOO 

••• E.timated 26,000,000" 
, 

Since lOO9 .. hardly a year palleS without one'. hearing ,of 

famiDe or lerious 8C8rcity in lOme part or other of India. 

The fact. lhat fhmines have been beoomil!' lOOn' freqUlll1t ... 

raihny8 bn'f'e been oWlodin, ,!owe that \be recen' faminPi • • 
a!'& famines o( mane! ancf, not of (ood. If tbe people, ~d 



[ 40 J 

the lDtWoDA to keep all the rood prodnoe<t in India and pnH'eat 

itl export, famine would be a much ra.rer phenomenon than 
• • f'. 
It 18 at present. The conclusion is irreetatible, that the 

increased recutrence of famines i9 due to i~creased poverty. 

"Tl,le increasing nnml>er of bllljneB awl the terrihle lll"rtality 
-'bioI! fflIIliltB from them," Aayil Sir II .• J S. Cottnn.:'in ~I-' ite "f all 
the (lZertioll6 of the Go,-emm6nt , 11<1 the heroic ellurt 'If indivi.Jtml 
officer" "'Te-if there were uo .... ther e~idell<:e_1I1L DVI!Twhe1min).j 

demoD~trllltion th!lt the capll.ci tY 'lf the peopll: to tIlrdntain theln· 
eelve8ilfun the dccJinc ........ The rC:lijOIl why fal"ine~ arc IIlIm;: 

frequent than form erly, II.lltllllore ~\'elc, i ~ tlmt the rf!~"'1\'CC~ "f tile 

people IITB JellS a!,>le to re6i6t tlI6IU." 

The Government of Bengal in their Resolntion nil the 

Report 00 the recent famine in Dankut·a observes :- -

"The IS6l'crity II[ thll d;~tre~~ ill the rccen t famine, rCOillhing fr(lm 

the fai!urc "r one nh)nJ;<,on, rai~eij Ille 'jlleJ<ti(l1i \If the preolCnt 

ecoDomic comlititl ll of the ,lislric! . Helief hecamc "cce~!<ary in 
Al1g""l 1915, Il.IlrI loy the time (If th", harnl~t of the winter rice l"r"p 
1 per ccut. o[ the pnpuh.tion Wl\~ in receipt II f rd ief, while ill 

MaYt 1911., tLe perccnta!>c on relief of nue kiml <)r aHuther rl)><I'! 10 

... ·2 i in preViotM famines relilJf ha~ Dot heen f"!lUlI nllCe,,~ary >t lltil a 
·later Btage_" 

l1lel'6a6lllg illdeb~dnt'16 oj the people. 

The indebtedness of the peaaantry has been grow1.agoto 

such appalling dimension, that there are experienced Dl6n 

who deepair of that excellent mm-emellt for the eltablieh. 



l 41 J 
Jll611t of Co-operati~ Credit Societite ever being abJ& to cope 

with it, Mr. S. S. Thorburn who made 8 apedal .tudy 

o[ the conditron of the peasantry in the PlInjllb, say. that 

"there was no general indebwdness in any village before 
• 

1871." But about two decades later, of 474 villages examined 

by him he found only 138, slightly invelved. Of the rem.:'in· 

der he found 210 seriously, and 120 hopelessly indebted. 

The total indehlednese of these three groups of village. 

was found to nmnltnt to about Re. 19,78,003. Mr. Thorburn's 

inquiry ebOl.,.ed that the common i.({ea tba~ ,tile indebtedness 

of the peasantry is largely due to their extravagance fin 

marriages ill not supported by evidence. In four circles, he 

found in one tue ind ebted ness due to such exlrllvngance to 

he only G-~ per cent. of the total indebtedness; in unother 

it was not more than 7 per cent. ; in tile tllil"d 8 per cent. ; 

and in the fourth 11 per ceut. "Ol742 lumilies," remarks 

Mr. Thorburn, "ollly in 3 CaBes was Disniage ex~mva"lance tIle 

CflUBC of their serious illdebt6(ille88." The growtll of indebt.erl

nellS (I f the cultivating elMS in every part of India except 

Jldogal is as lormide.ble ail in the Punjab. During the 

-quinquennium, 1904.~ 1009, the number of. land tmnsrera hy, 

·(mleT of the court increased from 25,lL3 10 25, 722, and hy 

private contract or gift. from 556,821 to 1,122,245. 

In four Deccan disl.ticta with an aggregat.e population 

of a:»ne" million soua •. Mr. Digby w.und the Uyota' annual 
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borrowings to haore incl'8aIIed from £ 30&,607 . iD. 1885 to 

£ 448,¥7 in 1892. 

SEOTJON ?. 

Im"l.'au in the numbe,. and viru.unce of diseases. 

The iucr~ed l'8.~gee caused by fever, plagu~. tubercu

losis &c. ten the sarna p!lthetic storr 0.8 the closer visitations. 

of famine aad the enhancad indehtedness of the peasantry. 

The vital statistics publ;~hed by·the Government oE India are 

admittedly far from accurate. But still, 110 far NI they go, tbey 

a110w an increase in the death-rate between 1901 and 1911, US

will be soon from the foll'Owing figures of tbe ratio of d;:lQths. 

frvln all c.l'He~ per 1,O~ of the p:>pllkition of British India : -

1001, 2\1'4 ; 1902,31'7 ; H)03. :U'g; 1901, 33; 1005, ::\6'1; 

1900.34',; 19(H, 37'2 j was, 38'2; 1909,30'9; 1910.,31'5 

(calculated on census figures for 1911); 1911,32. 

The following figures shmv the ds.'!.th-rate bCltween ISS(} 

,anti 189t; 1880. 20'08; 1881, 2t'05; 188~. 23'93; 1883, 

23'17; 1881. 20'4t: 1885, ' ~O'12; 1880, 25'3t; 1887,28'35; 

1888, 2G'74; 1889, 27'98; 1890, 29'00; 1891,28'09. The 

increafle is all the more 8ignificant 3S during the deendA 1883-

1802, there were no cases of widespreold failnre of crops. The 

rat.e per cent. ot the real iucrea.se of population since 1812 has 

• I< PtOepernUI lndi." p. 349, 
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been very lOw: 18i2-81, Hi per cent.; 1887-91,0·(1 per cent. " 

]891-01,1'4 per Ct'nt. ; HlOl.ll, 6'4 per cent. ; that is, About . 
]9 per cent itt four decades. 

The following ("Xl met from the Resolution of lile Gov6rn-
• 

ment reviewing the Mnilnrr condition of Bengal during H)15 

confirms the coDt'lt'sion (lei.lllcihlt' from the statistics di.~ 

noove: 

.. The outstandiog' fentnre of the returns ,ot viWli occurrence" 

for tbe y~ar 1915 is thnt. for the lirat time since 1892. ti,e nllmlJer 

of deaths in Bengal exceeded ti,e rocorded numtltlr of Lirthl'. 
The exce!18 amounted to 46.939 and wall the result h.rf:cl}' of wide
Iip reBl1 eph1el!lic8 of cho!erR ami small-pox, which cnnsed altogethel' 
163.464 deaths, and pnrtly nl~o of reduced vitality C"1l8eqneot (In 

t1.e adverso economic conditions IIOt! bad agricnlturlll 1IM8011!< of 

this Rnd previouB years ... The year 1915 mll~t he rep;llrded B.8 tile 
wOr$t of a cycle of hRd year~. for Rinc\) 1911. the rate lit whiet, the 

people of lleo!;al bnvl'l !uldl)ll t() their Dumber hllll g radually dimi

ni!lhed, till the annual inl'l['t'ase g,we pll\Otl to nn actual ,1t'Ct'cQ!!e in 

tIle yellr under review." 

The Census of 11)11 showed that the districtFl ot Western 

an~ Central Bengal are all uearly stationnTY. " The lnrgest 

increase is 1. tban 4 peT cent" while two districts NI.I-dia and 

Jetl801'9 show a decreaee." Tbis is n. very aignificant fact in. 

n oountTy whet's early marriage is the rule, and where pru

dential checks for the growth of population are almost abso

I utely un &:nown. 

YaJ,ria bu.s been the special soonrge of BenlJlll daring the-
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lut five decades. ' It hae:, however, rooently epreGd ita l'A'Vag4ll 

t'J the North-WeaterD. Ptovinces and the Punjab which were 

formerly" noted for their salubrity ao.d whick· have not the 

eXce8sivcly damp soil a.nd the exuberant vegetati:lD of BengaL 

Plague was, I believe, UnkDO"IV1l in Judi&. herom 189.0, 

Hat between that year and 1913, in eigh~ years it account

ed for some eight millioD deaths. 

"Bombay which haa 10tit betwtcn 189~ a llll HilS, 1,b32,O"U 
'8Uffered lU O&t in the year 1903, &uLI there haa bc<:!n a cOIl~idllrab!e 

o.IimjllutioD of the disease ~ince that date; there wallo, however, a 
3'eCrU1J~ence io . 1911, the mortali ty l!eing one of lOO,3i19 j t ho 

IlUlnVer aglLin fell to 25,288 in 1913. The year 1901 wa~ a di1ja~h""1111 

,,-,oe for tllO PunjRb the tlnUlber of death~ recoflled dllring t1l M 

year having aSb'1'egated 608,685. IIgl\ill~t !l1,712 ill 1906 .• -\ I'I;)r a 
1'6rio<l of twu yeaN! during which the inchhmce of plll.~uc w,~ 

-cotnpaTatil'ely j,igh, the pruvillce W.J.~ nga.iu yi~ite<l \\"ilh " II 

~~elllic of cOllRideraule eel'eri!y ill 1910, nUl l there W;\~ an O;:ljlJd lly 
lIC\"cre villitation in 1911, the 1I10rU\fi{y in thc"",", twu y earll hci .. ~ 

135,483 an,) 17'),345 TClIpecti l·ely. During the yeur 1913 the uumloer of 
death!! fcilio 17,877. The Uuiled Provinces )\'hidJ suffered almost 
as ~everl'.Iy ~ the Punjab from the ~me t.!i~a~c in 1907 hat! a l.J.etter 

.year io 1908 ; thl.l mortRli'ty tileR r<l~e sten,li\y tu 332, 301 in 1911. 
')Ht in 1913, 107,683 deRlha were recor<ied: 'o -

Tubercw08ie haa been .~tending its ravages widely daring 

the Jut. two decades. 

"The imprel!8ion one haa gatbere,j f101l.1 the 'tudy 01 varioll~ 
-IIOurcea and ,..riOUI parte of India i8 that the disease i8 more common 

• St&li"ticnl Ab!:otmcifur BriJiI<l~ IJloIa Vol. III (19IG) JI ix. 
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at present in _this ClOuutry-especill11y in -.JIM of it. principaloitlee
than io England. 25 p.c. of tt." hcxliu" eUlllioed p08t mortem in 
Calcutta ~16dica.1 HIl!pi t.R,\ showed .6i ,08 of latent or active tuber· 

• • 
cu lo~; II. h;8 Qnlt of the COll llllan r"tal tiiaeues in Giltkmua. [u fact 
the IfI<)r~lity ;0 Indi!!.!} citi e ~ likl) Bombay and Calcutta i. cuoeider
t\uly higher tl,.ttin Glae;..:o\\", Birmiogham aud Manehe_tet". Dr. 
C . . A. O\lotl6Y fountl evideucfllhnt in certain fura l areaa a heavIer 
Tntio of 'uortality is occurring from phthisis than that at pr~t 
re(ll)n lltll in L!lI. icutt..". It i~ lUuch mOfl! commull Il!flong the {cuu.le 
thao among the Illale l,op,,\ati01l (owing 10 inaufticieucy of air 10(1 

ligllt in the wnanae Rud Ihf'foff>l'e more cummon aHloog tile Moha_ 

weolan than the Himlu female~. Owing tu dRU'P, povertY' ",ad 
inll&uitary .conn ition. til t! d;l!ea ~e prevails more III/WDI.: the dwel/l!l"8 < 
in IlIlts thao those who livl! in brick uuihlioijll. All partl! of 

India -Bombay, swamy, but with more ",'ell temperature; Punjab 
where varialioo ie !1I0Ht marked: Calcutta anti L"wer Beuglll , luw 
lying and with moj~t heat; Centro! Proviu~-e~, llt"Jr~ !I. with gT<IIlt 

heat; \Jigh elevationll like ClIollhmere. Nepl!!. Kilbririll, 8un1l01i, 
Malallar, with llig rainh!! :_ rl.ll tell the 113U1e tlile of wide8prelld 
distributioll of the tlesel\~ throughout IDdili. 

The report~ o r the h03pitnls aud di~pensarie~ thrunglHmt the 
whole of Hriti>ih Indl" g" t<, ~Ju' ''' all iDcre~ • ., frum y('~r 'v yCllr 
both in the number of nttl!mlanc(l hy tuberc "lou ~ potienta 81U( in 
phthi8i~ IIwrtaJity. The numOOr of tuLerco]vulI I'tll'li(lU8 treatetJ j .. 

hotll indoor and outdoor, and private and ~t .. te,";<led hOilpitalB .ati 
dispeosarill8 w.u 89,212 iu 1911 , 92',412, ill Hill? (Mil illcrNl(! of 
S'6 pe; cent.) and 96,35j in 1913 (au increase of ~i p.e), The 
aDaua! I'flportR of tho Surgeuu Genl8ral , MAdras, .Ieclare a Iteatly , 
iocrect.lIIIl-year afler Y6!lr ·inthereturnll of tuberculuM;1I since l1KH. 
Taking fTOm 1901 to 1906, the number of cal'C!lI treated increalltKl by 
50 per cent.. aad frllm 1901 to 1910 by 100 per cent. Tile dilltb· 
rate fTOm tul>flrotlloai' in the Mndr .... Gener!U HOfIpitn[ 11M doul!led 
in 1915 al ~ with 1912. The Oovrrmnent o!. &ugal ft'porIiJ 
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that tu\;etcuioull plltientll iucrealled frum ~',278 ill 191," tu 4,42G in 

19J5, The doothe ill Uritill" Im1la owiug 10 rtlfpiratory (1i!;6lj,I!C~ 

iltudily rose from 1~,720 in l!lO'l 1<l2GI,U'J in 1914-5. WlJile 
tI 'CIIEI ligu~ ",';ve 118 au iUe1l1\lo' to the iucrtlilse ill tw.; iIlCidl'lH."c uf 
.tllhercul~ill, tJley C&UJi01 \.Ie tru~t",J teo give .. uy illfomulti;lm U. 1<1 tht: 

rea.! exteat of the Jia.eue. From the rep'JrtH of the l)rientni ln ~'ll" 

aD~ Company whicb has itll p-olky.holtlera ill all parts of Imiia we 

ga~'ulr thll.t..tuLereulo~i8 eli.im""l 1\ Ilwrlt\Jity uf tJ per eellt. ill 1!)J I , 
which ete&.t.lily r .... He tu 10 V.e. in ] \112 awl II t (1 i ·6 to he Inore' 

iWCuralej in 1913, which meana Ihat thel"Rle of mortality among 
the iDlIllr~1 WIIM A.\J."ll 1 in II iu 1 Ull, I in tJ ill 191;!, I(ud I ill 8 if! 

1913.''' 

The healta 01 ,a people i9 a good iadicntion of tbeir bmterill l 

condition. Ita deterioration sao\\'s riecl"f'aseJ vitality. Tbere 

""re variouB causes of this Jec-rease. but that increasing im· 

poverishment' i8 one of tLe pritlCipal there call be hardly a.oy 

doubt t 

• In. C. lIutlu, N""rl",..1Irri" ,,· f<lr Al'lill!tli, lip. 4til·tit. 

t .Fur fliltloer .1etail~ Ru.ml I.lot) i"']1llver!~blllcllt (If India, tht) rea, lcl: i~ 

re(erred to R. C. Dutt'~ "IndiR ill the Yict"r;lI11 Ag~;' and " In.I;1\ 1111.ler 
l!arly IIritWI Rnle;' Da<I&bhd.; ~ROl'>j;'~ "l'u~l'l"I~: n",1 UIl.Brith,h Hull' in 

InUia,"' and W. Djgi)y'~ .. 1·' ..... \'C l"U~ • l" ili~h 111(1i:\." 



CHAPTER III 

The ohlef oauses of the ImpoverJ6bment. 

From what has been ~id in the preceding cbapt~J'II. thij 

following conclusion!! may . I think, be safely reached ; 

FirsL That the usually recognised eigns of prosperity 

have either no foundation in facte, or are quite superficiaL 

Secondly" That ~he prosperity is chiefly oonfilled to an 

extremely emaU alid generally unproductive clasH of lawyers, 

state-servan\8, money-lenders &r. 

Thirdly. That the indications of impoverishment are 

unmistakeable and are very \videspread aud geMral. 

The impoverishment ii an undoubted fact, and has been 

recognised from the very commencement of Bl'itish Rule. 

As long ngo as 17go Lord Cornwallis lIiJOke of "the great 

dimiuution of the cur;ent specie," and of the "languor which 

haa thereby been throWll upon the culti\'ation and the .general 

commerce of the country." Later on Mr. Frederick John Shore 

of the Bengal Civil Service declared mON! cmphntica1l1 that "th" 

English Government has effected the impoverishment o[ the 

people aDd country to an 'extent aimoat unparalleled," ami 

Bishop Heber wrote tlw.t ','the country is in a gradual state ot 
impoverishment. The collectors do Qot llll1ke Uds avowal 
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officially ...... ID. general all gloomy pictures are avoided bt 
tbe!D- as reflecting on themeel'f'e8 aad as drawiog on them 

censure ffbm the aeoretariu at HoWraa or CalcUj"'." It may 

be stated parenthetically, how ·true mutat ilf mUCllndi. this 

statement is even at the present day . 

• "The wain caUse of the impoveri8D.ment, the economic drain 

from India, has also been wen recognised from the very 

beginning of D"ritish illlle. Mr. Montgomery M3rtin writing 

aa oorly. as 1838 when the drain W&S considerably less than 

wbat it is D OW saYII ;--

"The nD.mu,1 drain of £ 3,000,000 on Rti ti~h Intlia hl\& a11\onnt6j! 

in thirty years' at 12 per cout. (Ill" lJ~ua! indi !m mtc) compuun<i 
interest to the enormous sum of £ 723,900,000 sterling! SI) 
cml"tant Clod accumulating!, drain ,6l'en in EnKiand, "" ould .IICI()9 
impoveri. l! her. Bow &evere then rnu~t he its etIecta b O (odi. 
whel;e the \VIo£B'Of a h.houror i, fWIIl two pence to three pe,ice .. 

Ih.}'."'" 

lIlr. Saville Marriol, who wall for soluetime I>ue uf the Gom,nill. 
lIioDeN of Re~enue .in the Di\oolll, lnd aftert\'lIrd~ " mfnnber of 

Co~nC'il Uj'9 speaking of tbe drain aoout 1815 IVhell it IV"" con~j
derably Ieee than 'it i8 110111' : "It will be rlifllcult to ~at.i~fy tbe llIind 
tha1 nny country ('ould bear luch .. d~: . " upon it.. resource. wit hout 

IIII..munin,t::' any IleriOUI injurf. Au,j ·e writer (Mr. Marriol] 
entertain8 tho- fuJleBt oonviction tlult i.)\·~tiga.tion would eff&etuaUy 

" tllltablillll the truth of the proposili " 'l ... applicable to India He 

has liilnee1f mOlt painfl!lIy witn89Jle'~ :' p, thoae parts of .~~ owt\lry 

~ "Tbe Biatary • .lntlquiti6ll, Topogr.aphr ~.~!I !5tati~tI.~· ot E&IItcrn 
'1Ddla, .. Vol. I. Jntrodvttkm p. ~i. 
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with wbich he walt counected, nud be haa every rune"u to balieve, 
tbat the urne 6111 el:ist~, with 60t 6Jight luodificatiuD., throughout 

our "uwru ElIUVit"," Again; ".\1u8t of the 6vil~ of 001 rule in 
Iodin arille directly frolLl, ur lIlay loe trllced tv, the he,\'1y tribute 
whicu that count~'pny8 to ~l1g1auJ." 

Sir Geo.rge Wingate Ivhu had acquired dietinctioo. in the 

1l1hd revenull settle~at.8 of the Bombay Presidency wrote 

abouUhe middle of the last century :-

"With referenetl to its eculIlJluiclli ulieut.s UpUIl the couditiuu of 
Iudi ... , the trilouto p"id tv Grtut Hritaiu i~ by hr tht> IIIOMl olJjectiOIl' 

IIble C6>l.ture in OUI" 6)'16tiao: "olicy. 'l'",xe~ Hpeut ill the tJouotry ffow 

whicb they lifO raitl6d are tutally different in th';Jr etf6(:t~ from W,XOll 

raided ill (lue cuuntry aD,1 ~I'eut iu auollier. 10 t111~ fOClIJ,Elf case th~ 

taJ:1III collected frolU the !,upubl(iuu at large are paid awa;r to tbu 

portieu of the pupulatiou eu,u.ged iu the I!erviM of the OovernmeDt~ 

thruugh who~e expeu"'tlm~ they <lrc ag<llu returned to tue hulu6trioll~ 

ela~He~ ," ;L'l>ey uoca~lou n, dllfereDt u&!trilmtiun, uut 110 10'H ,0£ 
natioual illcume ; aud hOIIl:\I It i~ thJ.t in countrillll ~dnuu:l;ld ill 

civilill&tion ...... all enornlUUS t:Lx:Lliun !IIily ue r"II,Ii>l6d with aillglllo.rly 

little vreSllure IIpun the f um,nullity. lint the casu i..o; wholly rliffei"ln~ 

when tl", t..:lxc~ are not ~I'cnt ill the CJUlltry £roll\ which they are 

railleJ, III thiN case they c<) lIstitnte no lIIere trallBler , of a portioll 

of the oatiollal iuc ... mJ frolll ... nc 8et 01 citizeu'" to abotliur, lIul UD 

absolute lo~ lIud extiuctioll of the whol" amoulit withdrawn frOIil 

tbe ta .... eJ COLlOU'y, A~ rllgllnis it", effect", 00 llftiuolil prll. tuotion; . t~e 
whole "lUount might all well \.1ft tbrown into the wa all tranaferrll4:l"to 

,,"otlleL' oouDtry, fur DO ptX"tioll of it will return U\HU the latter to 
f,he taJ;OO country iu any shllp~ wh"'t,,,)~ver. Such iB tbt> lIatura of 

the tribute we "1t.ve IIU long eXl\c tttd frOID' India." 

"The 1u<lil\ll trlbu~, wbother weighed in tbe IICU. af ~ or 

viewed in the;, Iigb~ of our true interest. will be foaM to' be ~. 
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variance <wilh hUmiDity, with eo~moll leDet, anA with the r«:t'Iivetl 
ma:r.iml of ecoDomical ..citoce."tI , 

" It mUlt be remerul.lered" aay" Sir G. CIlWp&J! ,·that we gh-e 
neitber our servioos !lor our capitRI f(lr notilin!;:. Much o{ tills is 
paid for by remittances to Europe. Tho 1)lIl.>ho remittances flJ'e now 
£16,000,000 per annum, lad it i8 hlilllated that the privale remit
\.ocea would l!e almost Ii8 fflncil 1II0re if the fl ow of Briti llh capital 
to hllia WNO stopped, ,Dd the trl oSllclionli ~howed only surna rectI!V
ed in England. Aa it is, the (,~lllt i llulI l addition o( fresh capilJlJ 
invet'ted io Iorli' ahout balaocetl. The prillate. remitta.Dees, lind the 
bll1a.oce of trAlle show only , l>out the llame amount ,\I the pHillie 
drawinJ;6 to Ue depleted from India-tlllit is, about £16,000,000 per 
anoum. Thia ill what is &ometinoe6 c~\led tha "tribntt>" paid to En.c;
lAnd, Well, it ie not tribute, \,ut it 1M paid for civil alld lIIiJilAI'y 

~er\'i('el, lOAn@, railway~, iDdll~trilll iD\'~6tlllent9, auri all the. re8t ; 
And tile re~lllt i~ that 0. large part o{ the rnerensed IlrodllctioTl ill "'Int 
retained by thc l mti&n ptaaant."t 

T~I) economic drain from India i, two-fold dne .partly. to 

political and panly to induatrial and commercial catue8. The 

H~me Charges oon91itute the bulk of the forme r and Uilve 

increued considerably since tbe beginning of tbe last-century. 

In 183t-35, tbe amount lIid Dot exceed .~hree millions, bot 

in 1011-12, it was nearly ninete~n millions aterling diBtrihuted 

u,nller the following heads :-

IntereBt and management of doht, nud paYl licol 

of interest aDd anotlitiu nn aCCOttll! of 
rail"""),l aDd irrigatioll work, 

.. OUt Fln&llci .. l Be~tlon. wltb Indi ..... PII. 56-&4. 
t " Tile Briti, h Elllpiro" p. 70. 

IO,768,7!>4 
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l'aym811t8 ill connection with civil ,Jepllrtmcntll £ 
ill l udi" 283,G72 

·'ndia Office (ncluoli [)~ pensiou~ I 181,870 

Army and ].larill6 e!foctlve charges 1,016,697 

Slores of all Jtiml~ charged nS'.uu~t revellue 1,191,371 

Furlough IIllowances 988,853 

l'e08i01l8 anol g rll,tu iticli 4,481,129 

To",, 1. 18,865,24G 

In the thirties of the last century, Mr. Montgomery 

Martin found the drain due directly to political CRUSes to 

be accountable for the depIction 'of India to the extent of 

over seven hundred millions sterliug. One's imagination is 

etnggered to realise how very enormous must the depletion have 

'~n within the last three quarters of a century . 

. In regard to the drnin Cl\USOO by foreign industrial and 

commercial exploitation, it is 6xtr6!Dely difficult to ascertain 

the eXilet amount, tecause, as one writer observes," tb~ 

-streams tbrough ~hicb the tribute Jiowe are mauy and cons,. 

tant ~lfort8 are made both by the British and the Indian 

'Governments to hide them out of sight." II> The amount has 

been estimated by BOrne to be about thirty millions aterling 

.a year; and what ia worse, whereaa the Home Charges previ· 

ous to the War w~ more or leas stationary for 80me yean, 

• ,. Prosperous Bri tlilb Ind~ ," p. 167. 
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tqe drain due \0 commercial and indu8trial cauaee ~'88 "pan-. . . 
ding ~pidly. The phenomenal growth 0', foreign-owp.ed 

induatriee in Indio. and Burma and of the iIDPoftll of foreign 

manufactures clearly ahoIV8 this:. Tho invtlttdDsnt of foreign 

~pital in Indian industries which has also been enormous 

is 'ooDeidered by 60me to be an offset. Eut beyond ·the 

questionable gain of a rew milliODs or 80 of wage-earners 

aud of cultivators of such raw produce I\a jute, the people 

of India, os a whole do noi; derive"any benefit from Buch 

illveetment. 

Among the secondary causes of our impoverishment, !.here 

is one of cODsiderable ilnpartance. It is the spread of ~be 

idca8 of comfort, decency andresthetic8 of Western Civiliza

tion. nnt for it, the economic drain we have just been 

spenking of wauld not JUlve assumed Bliell appalling dit(.en~ 

siona as it hRs of late. The Neo-Indian is generally 80 obseB&ed 

by t\i~ Weel&'n idea of decency, that in a climate where air

bath ia exceedingly pleasant and beneficial tQ~ealth, he covers 

himself up cap-a-pie 80 as to eto~ all passnge {or the ingrees of 

air. In three decades, between IS8I"and 19l1 the populatiOD 

of India (including native et.ateB) increased from-l!63, S91, 900 

to 315, 156, 396, that is about 24 per oeat. Within tha~ time, 

however, the imports of apparel "Bnd'· of other ootton and 

wooU8Il -,manufactures TOIle in value from Rs, 2S, 11, 10, 610 to ' 

R:s. 45, 62, 27, 999; that is to say 6bont 06 per \."eD.t., ~d tba't. 
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tAl'l \'f'hile tb.e 1l11ID.ber of cottoll !p'ills in India rose from 68 to 
2M. and that of woollen mil!8 from 2 to Ii .. Making allowanCe 

• • 
for the dt'eadence'of the hand-loom industry and for increased 

European population, I do not think I shall be far ~ut of tlu!I 
• 

mark if I conclude that out' textile requirements between 1881 

and UHl have boon at least doubled. Yet, i~ cannot be - Baid, 

thllt a generation 0:' twu ago our poople were less healthy, less 

comfortable. and more lacking in tho essentials of civili88d 

aociety than tlteir cungen era to-day, though the latter present a 

IllUCU swarter appearo.nce so far 'as habiliments Dnd other 

externals or civilization Rre concerned. From my owrt 8l1:peri

,Boce, I (.,:\11 s;;.y the Iurmer \,ere healthier alld happier . . 

Clothing 'is the chief item of the dmill. But there al'e 

numberless otuer item, nlao which ewell the drain BnbetaD~ 

ially. 'l'ue coollUlDptinn of epirituous liquors is very higa 

and j'l Oil tho inc.-eMe. In twelve yean, hetween 1808-09 

aDd 191()'1I, the imvorts o[ liqllOrs rOEe frQm 4,x30,362 

gallone valued. at Hs. l.G4,8:?,U3 to 6,432,738 gallons valued 

at Its. 1.8!J,U5.111. A good portion o[ this rise is no doubt 

ascribable to the increased Eu'ropean population. Hut there 

C4U h.ardll be any ,iollbl thnt lIew Ionia i8 also partly ree

poulible for it, and tuat the Demon of Drink i8 ~tjlJ clahuiDg 

many victima from clones who have always been ,noted for 

1b.eir S~t.iD~~C(' • .. ':Q1e ~t ge~eratioD. hardly knew whar a 

q.:&aret\8 i.. ·In l!Jll, ,however, nearly balf a C1'Ol'6 ~;~., 01 
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,list nrticle was imported." .The demand , fOf foreign boots 

(lDd shoes baa been Mpnnding enormously_ The imports more , . 
than doubled between 1000 and 1009, ri8i"ng from 7 Inkhs 

of pairs to lIome 1G lakbs of pairs. The )feo-Indian lms 

developed It gToot taste for western diet and lor westl:!rn gluss
o 
ware etc., and for his ailments he b88 frequent recourf\(' to 

patent medicines from abroad. Between 1901-02 Md 1010-11, 

the "alue of imported provision!! roee from RB. 1,!lS,4G,721 to 

Ita. 3,02,93,710, that of glass and glaebware from Rs.!l4,43,H!) 

to n.!l. 1,51,92,Q52, and that 'of drugs, medicines and narcotics 

from RB.l,07,98,728 to Rs. 1,GUI2,052. In new India tllC 

piano and th~ harmonium hare largely superseded indigetJolls 

m~8jcal instrument8 though these arB better suited to Indiall 

music, and there are imported annually some thirty-follr 

laths of rupees worth of musical instruments. Tnrligen..,us 

toys no 1011ger delight our chi ldren, Rnd our young men :10 

longer find pleasure in :na',ive games and athletic exercis('s, 

and over thirty la.khs ot rupees worth of toys and requisil('S 

for games are obtained from abroad. A thste rot foreign 

perfumery and !I08.p hll.8 been spreading, ami 11l 1908 thel's 

were imported aome forly-ove lakh8 worth of theBe articles_ 

',. Cigarette-smoking i~ inal'CQljiug IIID.,nj.!' "w,icuts. Som<l lime IIgo 
It f.o~med the Kubje<.lt of in~fpeu..tI(ln~ In the M",l .':u I,,*i~latifa COlJuail, 
and. the p~~lia bodies in Ma.dra1 repi'e!lO'nteol 1.0 I.h<l I:ocn.! GO"crnm('nt 

th6nOOes6itl of . 10000i~latilli" agailUlt juvenile ~nlol:illA" 
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HOUgeB must be {urnilbed and decorated in European .tyle 

to the extent of one's roeans. 'faking meals at the table with 

all ita paraphernalia is largely superseding thoe simpler 

prR.ctice of eating in n squatting posture. The fashion of 

giving various -imported trinkets and futilitie!l 88 preBents aD 

such OCC(Wion all birth-days and weddings is yearly gainiag 

ground. There is DO doubt that the incroosing European 

population is to 110mB extent retipoDsiblo fo r ,he increasing 

consumption of thess and various other fOfflign articles. But 

there is also no dOllbt that my countrymen tbemtlelveB are to a 

much larger extent responsible for it. 



CHAPTER IV. 

The Remedy. 

SECTION 1 

The POl iti!le Method. 

From what has been sllid in the precedi\lg chapter, it 

would be appal"1lnt that the remedy for the impover~hment of 

India liea in stopping, or at least minimising, the economic 

drain from the country. Tn regard to that part of it whicl. is 

directly ascribable to political causes, a sober consideration of 

the 'Various items of the Home Charges wonld lead one to lh6 

conclusion that it is not reducible to any very considerable 

extent even with tbe grant of the Responsible Government 

whicb' has been promised in some form or other and may be 

expected in the Dear future. The interest ana management 

of debt forms the great bulk, consiuerably over- half of tIle 

Home Charges, Whether the debt WI\8 wise' or unwise, just 

or unjust, desirable or undesirable, it cannot be repudiated 

80 long, at least, '!,B India remains an integral part of tbe 

British Empire. And that is .pciatulated even by the mOBt 

ardent ad'V0C8t.ea of Home Rule. The only Baving of impor

tance that could be effected is under the headlll of Peneions 
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and Gntuities and Furlough allowances, 8S with tile ~nnugurn

tion of autouomy, IndiaIUI may be expected to be employed in . . . 
much larger numbers in the bigher grades of tba Goverllment 

serviceB. But, it should be observed, that the high-placed 

Indian officials,· especially those who havt'l had their t raining 

in Europe, either by inclination or hy indirect compuJsioJ: 

either '-oluntarily or im-oluntarily, npproxiroate, AS fnr as · 

poesible, ' to the social standard of Em·('pn. A great many of 

them ,vould spend their leaye, if not retire in the West. 

and bring up their children tbere ns they do now. In 

tLeir Wstes, tl,eir tlpparcl, amusements, food, dri"nk, 

mooicinea &c. they becolue more or laBS like Europf'ans. 

Con~quentlYJ if their employment reduces tho ;lrnin on 

account of Pellsions ,-';:c. to Borne extent, it hnrdly mnkc~ any 

impression upon that due to the commercinl exploitntioll .of 

India. It is even possible tbat till:: re'iuctioll in tI,e one case 

would be balanced }iy nil iucreltse ill tbe otller. For the 

influence of tuc enmple set by ,,"ell-to-do Indiail offieillo18 

would permeate Indian society more largely than at p~sent, 

and the demand for Western articles \vould rise in proportion. 

So foreign commercial exploitation would not only continue 

almost as if they "lVere Europeans, but might even increase. 

With the e1!ltahlishment of autonomy in India, the gain on 

account of Pensione &c. would 1",(, a large extent be counter 

balAnced bi increaaed expen<Jiture on aooonnt of Army and 
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MArine effective chargee which in 1911-1~ aggregated o}itde 

over a million ateriing only, Aa I luIve abow Jl. eiaewbere,o eo 

long a1 (ue forcca of modern civiliZ1\lion continr.e W operate

and there ia no aign yet Oljal~ abatement of their atrellgth and 

intenaity - so long militarism would prevnil : and we cnnDot 

t' t:pect any abid ing peace. W:l.r or preparation for .... 'ar would 

be tbe narronl oroer of things. The prep<LrntioD on account 

nf the diabolical inventions of mlldern acience would have to 

he ou an increasingly cltpcMivo BC'nJe, nnd, under exiating 

colld itione would benefit We.·dern Imlustric8. 

The Bolution of tbe problem of the impo\Oeriebmellt of 

luel iR thus depends IUainly upon the reduction of the drain 

dun to rorei~n inUIlRtr ia.1 n.od commercial exploitation. f 'hi8 

could be effected in tlVO \Va.sa. 01 which one may be called ilie 

poaitive, I\nd tbe other the negati\Oe. The former oon8ist8 in 

the industrial regeneration of India on improved methoda by 

iudigoDona agency, and the Jatter in stemming the tide of 

Weetern Civilir.ation 80 as to reduce the imports or foreign 

manufactures. 

By indu8trial regeneration -on improved methods I do not 

mean 1I01ely, or e\'en cbiefly tboae of power or factory-indu8-

t riN. J bAve eleewheret dwelt upon the baneful OOIJaequencee 

• . "The Root caU!Ie of tbe Great Waf" Ilnd .. Epocbli of Ci .. Uut loo." 
f "f:pocbs of Ci,iliUttion," " llIu. lone at New IDdiL" 
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of such industries, and if \'I'e could help we should not hal'e 

them at all. 'fhey are 80 very baneful, indeed, that their 

encouragelnen't. might rumost be said to to li~tle·shor~ of 

culpable. Hut there are Bomo culpable or c\'e~ beinous offences 

which for tue prescrvation of society at'll permissible in self

defence. Industrial regeneration by iudigenous agency-is 

absolutely needed for the preservation of Indiau Society, and 

there arc some indnstries, as, for instn.uce, the metal-industries, 

which, uuder 61isti11g conditions, could 1I0L be rcgenerated 

ex{'.ept on lines and on a scale, at lesst approximating the most 

up-to-date Weeteru methods and Westcrn' sca.le. I must 

coufess, I Am \'ol'y partial to cottage-indu9triell, but, I DID not 

so blinded by tbis partiality as not. to see that they alolle 

couhl not successfully cope with the existing demnnd lor some 

things which \'I'E' could not possibly do without (as, for ,inst. 

nnee, iron and steel). There are, bflwe'l'er, great possibilities 

of the resuscitatiog. of some cottage industries on slightly 

impTovmi methods. Chief among thern is the weaving 

industry. 

T!ta~ tue uetterment of the material condition of India. 

chiefly depends upon her industrial development by ina;

ganous agency is now generally recognised by my edu

cated compatrjots.. And I know there aTe some with whom , 

this recoguition has not been confined to speech611 ano writ

ings, but has been translated into action. Hut except i~ tho 



[ 60 1 

Bombay Presidency, their endeavours have g6IIera11y ended 

in milur&. I Mye, in.my "IlIusione or Nt,iW India," tried to 

• probe the cauaes of this failure. There i.e, howet>er, 80 mucb 

mi8COnception on, the subject, and it is enveloped in sucb II. 

thick mist or ignorance and preconceived ideM, that, I think, 

it ~vould not he out of place, to say a woroi' or two about the 

mOBt important of these causes-want of the requisite capital. 

On the one hand our WootefD irienua fling at ue haIf

veiled taunts of wa nt of entarpristl; aud, on the other, my 

Neo-Indian breth~n press upon the GoYcrnmentsuch couMele 

of de8pa;r 89 " atate pioneering 01 in\luetri<ls," expansion of 

departments of industry &C', Tuey both 3S1111me tilcrB is 

811lficient ca~ital in Indian hanns for indulltrial ,'entures on 

Weatern methods and on We8tero scale. For, industrial enter

prise.is limited by capital. Normally. capital is the result of 

saving, I Bay" normally," because c~pital is capnble of can

sidemble angmentation by processes, wt..icb,·~tripp~d of their 

.euphemism!, come .under the ca.tegory 0{ spoliation . The 

wealth whicb poured into England from India between the 

date o~ PI~seJ and that of Waterloo-variously estimated 

from £500,000,000. to £l,OOO,OOO,OOO-is surmised by BOrne 
< 

to have been an important, if not the most important, factor ill 

the development of the mammoth ind ustries of England 

durin, .their infant stages. The ~ndWilrial rev~lution of 

GtrmnllY began shortly after the Franeo-PrllMlan War, rmd }\. 



( 61 J" 

appears to have derived it!! initial impulse, though indirectly. 

from the UU~ indemnity which PruSBia wrung from France. 
• • 

India cannot expect aTJY such' adventitious I!.ccesaion of 

wealth. Audjt i8 well that aue cannot. For her industrial 

regeneration Bue must dtlpe!ld upon capital derived frow 

saving. 

Wllo Ille the people aLllong us that can suva for industrial 

purp08C8 ? 

In l!Hl-12. titere were 1,500,834 depositonl in tbe 1>08t 

Office Savings Banks who~e deposits ILt th.e end of the year 

amounted to £ 12,591.1,029. Ninety per 'cent. of tbese depositors, 

tbat i81,35O,717, were Illdians \vith deposits amounting to 

not more than £ 11 ,33'J,118. This gives an average of ahout 

£8.18. (sligbtly overoue hundred and twenty-five rupees) per 

head.G I havEl no figu.rCi with me which enable me to classify 

the depositors according to the aillQUnL of their deposits. 

Probably a moiety ha\'e d!!posits of only ninety rupees and 

under ; and a moiety, that is, some six hundred and seventY'

five thousand depositors, in round figures, excluding corporate 

bodies, may 00 credited with deposits of onc hundred and 

sixty rupees and nbove. The s..wings of the former hardly fol'Illl, 

any appreciable margin between subsistence and want. But 

• 10 190N)S, Lbo avcmgc b&l.auoo.: per depositO!' _~ RI. 107 ill BeDgal. 

and &. 161m Bombay. 
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the latter, according to the Ind iRD stlHldaru, IDllY be consider

ed to be.;faidy well off. 

The Income Tax retnrn8 afford UII anolLcT criterion of the 

material condition of India. In HllO-lI, tIle nlnuher of nssCS· 

Bees with annual incomes of one UIQusand rUpf.'eR {1m' .. bon~ 
• 

aggregated 277,82~. T)lis number includes ~Oll1p:lDjes, of 

wbich the larger onea [rfC uhnost exclusively }:l1 r OpeIlD, Hili} 

employees or the state and private firms, 11,e mOTe hi~hJy pairl 

of whom are also generally European, but exclullea peUOll8 

,vith ngricultuTnl incomes. M:1king n\l(lwnnce fur ttlfllattCT, 

U8 well as for the fact that good many of t.he more pr($peml1s 

depositors in the Post Office Rwi\\g1> lkmks probnbly not ksa 

than one-fou rth coroa tmder the cntegory of IncoJlle-.Tax 

assessees, it \'\'Ould, I think , be not II1ll"enSOmlNe to conclulie 

dint there arc ill rouno figureR, 80me 700,000 pell!OM in 

British Inoia \'\'110 may, tlC('()nlillg to the Ilidillll st:lIlclnrrl 

h A cODsioered 3S OOmpal"Uli,'eiy well-to-uo, Including tbe 

Native States the number wOllld prounbJy h~ rnised toolLe 

million representing 80me six million 801lis suppoeing ;111 

Indian family to consist of six memhers, ndults and dlildreu. 

,Six million in a population of tJlrt'e llundred nntl lifteen 

millions is almost n drop in tlle 0CflI1l ! 

The figure I have gi\'cn is no dOllht n very rol!gh approxi

mation am) is more or less of a ro:·;jectural cbamcter, But 

ha~iog had to wnnder fl U o,'er India during the last tLirty-six 
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years, not 88 tourists who \·jsit only cities and townll of new 

India, where IIQmething like Western pros:vcrity meetl\tl16 eyt', 

but chiefly in the interior often far awny from railway, sud 

having had to ~me into closo contact with all sections of our 

community, I am fully convinced that the estimate I have gi ven 

above will not be far from the trut1l. 

A million he..1.ds of Indian families arc comparatively well 

olT judgod by the Indian 81.''II1dard . Tho sreat majorit.y of 

them, probably nbcllt nine-tenth, th,1.t if! some uine hundred 

thousand persons, comprising OIU well-to-do mid,dIe clnss gfJntry. 

have incomes ranging from about one hundred to about one 

thousand rupees a munth." Dut hOI'\' mllny of them fI rc nbJe 

to 8.'1.V6 for indu9trial ventures, especially for ill tlnstr;nl ven

'turefl of slIch an aleatory and bn,mrilouB character as tb Of!£': 0 11 

Western methods usually are? 

'1'be maintenance charges of prisoners (cxduding civil 

pl'illOuera) per llend per annum in Indinn Jlli!a for 1907, tI,e 

latest Jetlliled figures I have got with me, alllounted lo 

In 18~ ~ , Mr ,T. l'cyrnnllL·/;;etly mnolc tile f"llowing .... (imflle of 1.11" 

lI"mlJCrof wcll·tu·do Intl ia"~:-

)(1,000 ~ij.t"in:; pt"ille<:.", titled Mohnm j .... < and Rl!.J'~.' Xemiudu,"". an,i 

lIther lalldo'1""cr.., J~..,.i,,~, on 1111 ""c""I-"" iu(x>mCl< of ~1i,OUU 

o.)aCh ver an"t.m. 

7;;,000, bankeno, mercloaut ~ :m,1 utbCl'" .... ilh inOODIC~ '\Verll!,'''J.' 

":1,000 etl"h. 

7M.001I tr&<len<, ~h"l'k."lCper~'\':o, with t 100, a year Cl\ch, 
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Us. U'·04. Deducting from this amount the charges on ue

count of e.&tabJishmeut and for mo,-ing prisoners which amount , . 
to about Re. 2i per 'head. the average nnnual' cost on seconD' 

of diet, clothing, bedding, etc. comNI to Hs. ~8. The prices uf 

llccellsarics have ri~en cousiderably since 1!J07. 1'he average 

rtllol.lal cost of maintaiuing a prisoner in an Iudian Jail would 

probably be not less than llB. GO llO\T . Taking an Indinn 

family to consist of w:\ roeulhcr~ , l('ur adults and two chiliJrell, 

and tht! maintenance cost uf the latwr to be half tbat of tbe 

forUler, tbe year1r cust oC its support on the prisolJ scale would 

1I0t be lea8 than as. ~50. The class 01 people we are treat,iog 

of beillg illOfltiy employees in offices, tenchers, doctors, InwJl'CB 

elc. have to live in rented houscs ill towns, keep servants, aud 

educale their child ren. They have besides .social ameniti£B 

and social and religious coremonies. Tho 3\'cxage annual 

cxpendituro on accouut of all these ~tems could not be .JP~A 

thau Rs. GOO R year for each fmnily. Thup if the family were 

no better red anu dothed than criminals in In~ian Jails, the 

average aununl cost (If its maintenance could !lot'be much Icsa 

than Rs. 750. 

But the people l'I'e are speaking of are the pick of our 

middle class. Even according to the indigenous sland:ud 

of liviug they are I\('customoo to better clothing than that 

of prisoners, and to better food including milk, clurified 

butter, and fmite, and to 8uch luxuries as ornaments for their 
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femalt!8, Jowrie.. for their daughterll \,ben they gtlt ,"arried .le. 

The education of tboir child ren, male And fl'Diall!, j'ao\yeRrly 

becoming 1\lOrO and more e.(peneivc; nnd in the case of OOYI , 

some paren t .. alrrr:n tlwir mC'll!l9 to the utmoet extent to scnd 

tbeen nhroo(\ to complote it. 11 \l'e reckon up tile expeflee&. 

on act'Olint of all tiUIge items, tIlt! toLDl nonual expenditure o [ 

l\ oomparMi'i eiy well·loHlro mirldlc cla8lI family living in t1.Je 

simple In.Ii;1ll slyltl would, { think . come to uot. letllI tban Ra. 

1,200, ami \'ou!d itl some {'.altO run up to three or four tiJuN 

that IlUl(!unt. 

Dllt till" indigeMu8 mode of living haa L~1l gmdl\slly 

nppl"O:tchin!:(' the Weslel'll which is far more c:tpellsive beillg 

nil \'I'ell adaptOll to the econom ic cond ition or the wco.ld.jeat 

peop\tlII of the globe as till:! former is to one of the poorest. 

Th is tendcnry is mom Of IMIlI ou.ervllble amODg all claAAe8 of 

t,he oommllll ity but is naturally strongeSt among tire Jlo;l()p le 

we Rtf' $lpe."Ik ing of. Oft \".nic!I wi t h the mean.!!, but orLen 

. outruuR it. Th o necce.sa f.v consAq uence. lUI \ve hRVI' Icerr 

before. ia impoverishment. 

ThUll Ravings that wouhl effectively augment the capital 

requisitll lor iu,lu8trial development on modern metbod~ 

cannot, unoer tbeee oonditions be reasonably expected from 

\he greM majori ty of our middle claea gentry. Yet theee 

'-re the PE'Ople wbo have much the grt'tlte~ abare of .. hat 

·culture there i, in the couL lry. and "'ke th.; m!'6t adi.,.e part 

fi 
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in all %povements concerning the wellare of the people. I know 

UW:y whe La"e, especiallY' within the lset two or three decades . ' 

done their best, according to their lights, for the industrial 

regeneration of India. 1 kno\v aOO that mos. of them have 

failed. There are othAr causee of the failure, but that scarcity , 
o! capital is the main ca.uee'1 have not the shadow of.a doubt. 

But nearly a tenth of the million or so of apparently 

pTClElperouB Indians, eay some one lmudred thoueand persons, 

comprising some of the feudatory cll iefB. high placed State 

Bervantl!, a fe\y. big zaminclare aud merchants, moneyfendel'6, 

highly successful lawyers and doctors make their pile, 

having Ilonual incomes rouging from twelve thousands rupees 

to over, and, in a few easel, coDeiderably over a lakh. Wby 

ehould there b~ such paucity of indust.rial enterprise alll(lllg 

t.hem ? Why should it be chiefly confi ned to n very small 

c1as:J of merchallw ill tile Bombay Presidency and balf a dozen 

or 80 of feudatory chiefsl!.ud zawindars? ' 

Tbe ~pls we are talking of constit ute our aristocracy. 

In r~~ct of wealtb .tbey ('.allno~ compare wilh the Western 

aristocracy compriaing,as it does, num~rous IDllhi.milliona.ir{'8" 

Yet in some calleS thail· upenditure, under "Western influence, 

is ordered on the scale of the latter, IOmetimeil to such. 

a~ eItel!-t that in a few casee they are landed in pecuniary 

e~bar'ra88ment, it not heavy debt. Then, again, litigation" 

run~ "~W~y with th~ t$IO~rces of ~e; and the apect.acle 
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of a big Z:l.rnindar, who is highl, prosperous to-day but is- I' 

' ruined man to-morrow, is by no means rare. Tbere are 
• 

Gthere wbo Bpond a cOllsiderable portion of their stviDge 

upon philanthropic or religious purposes, or upon purposee 

which they think would heighten tho dignity anu glamour 

of their social position. 

Making allowance for all this, MWBver, there would atill 

be a residuum of men in very affiuellt circumstancea ,whose 

number is by no means negligible. The majority of them, 

however, belong to sections of our community who for gene

rations bave been engaged in purely money-making occupa

tiOllS, and who are, more or 1838, immune to the impulsel of 

philanthropy. They usually take the paths of least resistance; 

paths, which they and their forefathers have boon habituated 

to, such as money-lending, landed or hous6 property &C;., 

and heeitate to 'Venture on strange onea which Dre beeet 

with o\:mt.acles of a JIlost serious character. Where capital 

is so scarce that accustomed investmeuts bring in a 8afe 

return of eight to twelve per cent., if not more, they DII a rule, 

naturally shrink from hazardous enterprises of a markedly 

speculative character. It should be observed, moreover, that 

even if ' Il spurt of patriotism induced them to invest their 

all in modern industry, I douht, if enough could be acraped 

-together to fiilar:'C(Io even one branch I'If it as developed among 

tbe highly 'a.dv~~ in?t18trial nationa of the "West. "" 
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W~t of capital way to SOWI) extent 00 made up for b~' 

prut.ect.ion. When India is granted autonomy it would cert.ain~ 

ly be yoseible for her to inaugurate a policy 01 protection for 

Indhm industries. Dut, I am afraid, it would not be possible

to discriminate bet\I'OOU European British 8ubjecta and the

,..Indian subjects of the Bmpire. It Hlay be poBIIible to set up 

a >'rail of t.ariff against competition from outside India, but it 

would not b6 possible to Silt lip a wall of nationality inside 

Iudia against the kith aud kin of the ruling race, and possibly 

11110 of tbose who are in friendly alliance with them. It is 

they who wonhl be lDainly benefited by tho policy of protec

tion, for it would be as irrational to demand lue firet industrial 

attempts by one of the poorest, and 80 fsr as mechanical and 

(,.'Oltunercilil progress is concerned, Olle of the most backward 

J>e;-'ple of tb.e world to compete freely with the wealthiest. 

peoplee of the globe, with II. century of mechanical and oommer. 

cial progr6B9 at their back, as it would ,be to eJ:pe~ a weak 

<lwn'eliug to run a race succesalullr withanabla.bodied athlete 

who has had the start of a leaglle. The hoarded ..vealtb of India, 

38 we have seen before (Chapter I), is a myth. Westernere can. 

~l}6Dd hlkha upon experiments wuero Indians could hardly afford, 

tu spend hundroos. Since the co~mencement of ~e ~t War 

&orne sort of prot&ctiOD has lately heeD afforded to t~ cigareUe 

and, augar industries qf lo.d,ia, i and it is W.t6rnora ,.I,.Q, Wove 

nulul,. if not, al.alGS.t ~Y" ~.eJi~d , by it. n."a~,n. .. of 



the elcise duty upon ' the p"rOduce u.f the Indian Cottou M"illfl 

is certain ly of a pr,ot.edive c!.Iamcter. U it could Le ,.tL.tnin

ad after the war is over-which I tlaubt very much - th", 

Weetern mill-owners would be BUrtl to transfer their opera

tious IJere, and we cannot renflOuably expect mure from the 

Indian ooUoll-princes of Bomhay than that they shoultt be nble 

to hold their own. 

The Nvgllticc Md/u:Jti. 

Tho conc1W:l;ODS nrrivll(1 at in the last section are: 

I. ThA so]ntiOtl of the prohlem of the impovcrishment 01 
Irdb .]epenlh mainly upon the .jiminution of her ecooomic 

-ur:liu. 

It. Tbtl drain cousisLB of two dements in 
• • 

of W\'Ic\, IV" are practical!y helpless, lmt the other and, at 

prescn t, lleclll .. Jly the UWfe illfporLaut is, or at least should be 

largely uo.ler tltlr cuntrol. The 1I01utiou of the problem 

tUllS depends chillfiy upon t.he coutractioll of thiil Bource of 

the dr(1iJI-that due to foreigo iudustrial aud commercial ex

ploitation. 

Ill. One, and perhaps the principal, way in which this 

ooul~ be dooe i. by industrial developmeet on lDIJdern method. · 

by illdigenotis agency. 
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IV. This dovelopnumt depends mninly upon the amount 

of capb&l Q'failable for it. 
v. 1'here is however, II. deplorable dearth of Buen capital 

at present. 

'rhus tile amelioration orthe material condition of India 

depends mainly upon the augmentation of tl::~ capital availu

ble for indigenous ;nduatrial ventures on modern methods. 

And as capital is normally the re!mlt of saving tbis is 

tantamount ~ saying tl1at tb06'o of "ur countrymelJ" who seek 

the welCare of· India ahould lIave more th:\n they do no'v, HOl"v 

could .that be dono 'i' 

No sa,','ing to apeak of could be effected 00. food . Some 

i1$ving ' might be accomplished by the discourngem<?nt 01 the 

growing Nec-Ind ian taste for Europelln diet compri8illS. 

amollgotber things, \'o,riOliB tinned aud bottled stuffs. Flit 

for the proper maint-&nance of hellth, the Breater pOl,tion of t.J1I~ 

expenditure thus cllrlniled wOllld bDve 1'0 be ue\'oteil 10 whole

lIome nutritive articles of nati,'o dietary, 'l'~ great majority 

of our people live on the border-line of privation. Our Rlwlra

Wk. are no eJtooption to this rule. In fact, th-.:ir case is pro

bably barder than that of the multitude~ 'fbeir .atruggle fol"' 

eDst.enc:e is keener, and the worry aqd anxitty in~identa~ to it 

toore in,l.enlt& than ever, and they Lave to work harder than 

ever, hilt under oondition'l ill altit.ed to. the country, and DU' 

unoften upon ~iet' .much le88 whol(:J80ma, and m u;bao 
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surroundfngs far les8 saJubriouA than what their (oref'~bertl 
were used to of yore. I have hardly aoy doubt, that ibee6 are 

the chief ca~of the multiplicity of ail men til whieh"tr.akelife a 

burden to 80 many of my Neo-Indian brethren. I am strongly 

ine1ined to think, tba.t. generally speaking, they should have 

more wholtlSOm8 and more nourishing diet than at preesnt, o,Vd 

!.hat the expenditure on it a.hvutd, on the whole, be snhanced 

rather than ,diminiehed. 

The principal (lir80tioo, to my mind, in which retrench

ment is poasi.ble iR that of the futilities, superfluities and 

iUlltilitil!S referred to in the preceding chapters which hal'S 

been recently introduced among U8 in conformity with the 

IIsages and ideals of an exotic and highls expeoei.e social 

standard, in short, Ilpon our adoption of the negati\'e method 

\vhich wOllld neo.)(l6!Iitate our going back to the oondition ot 
social B1mplicity which obtained two or th.ree generations &go, 

But, is that possible? Is it possible to go back to l\ atate 
• 

\vhich is lookeri down upon by Westernera 88 barbaric, if not 

savage? Ia it possible w go ngainst the current of llUlbio,lf 

-which is dally AAining ill volume and strength? 

I have' discussed the questiou Ivitb good msny of my Neo:

Indino friends. They declare. almost without exoeption-tWea 

tho.a who are Itt one with ·me in regard to my vie""I--that it ia 

not poaeible. unde!r preaent epndition exoept in 'he rare ~ of 

illdividnal, wbo not only tbin out '~e principles of thei~ 



OOlldllrlt bllt al80 bave the couugt' to act, in oonformicy with , 
them. This I also 119!1 from my own experience. Here i8 an 

88teeme~d cmltured friend of mine who, co~'aine to me of 

the enortionate price he haa to pay Dl)W for the socks and 

shoes of a child of hie Q year aud u hall old~ If I mildly 

/J';JSgest that tlley might be dispensed with whhont pre

judicing the child's health and with decided advlliltage 

to hie PUl'8e, he would urg6: "Must not our resthetic 

sense be devfl1oped?" It ie forgotten that resi.hetic de\'(~ .. 

lopment, beyond a certain IImge, is more or less a matter 

of fashion. The'BenAe of the beautiful ia innate in man and 

BlIlIlY other animalll, Tht;l way in which the peacock dispiays 

his gorgeous plumal;e ahows that he and Ilis femalecooopanio'ls 

are aware uf il.8 beauty. Savages decorate lllemselvt'8 witu 

ornllmeu\IJ even before they take to clothing. Some of the 

artistic prodllctions of paia.'"OliLllic man would not slLffer by 

comparillOD with those of tile prcscnt day. Pllt tile direction 

in wbich the innate re!tbetic atlnsl'! of mall ie developed is 

. 'Oetermined by tho fUIJui on prevalent ill the sociely in which he 

lives. The jewellery wllich gratifies the retlthetic sellae of a 

young lady of old India. would usuaUy appear hideous \0 a 

young lady of Europe and even of new Indio.. Th~ Indill.D 

vocalist. of the old type wh08e "KaIwati" songs enrapture an 

auditory of old India would be heW littJ. ahort of a nuisance 

in .Eurepe and in new India. 



[ 73 J 
Tae te8tqetica of drapery !Lftar Western fashion referft!d to 

by my friend bas been gradually developed to Buch an extent 

in new India,' that it haB become onB.of the most ~grosBing 
duties of the parents ot a N60-Indian hOUIWbold, eapooially uf 

ruothere, to deck themselves aud their children ana even 

eervuut8 ~ nicely as, and often I am afraid, more nicely thlll.l 

tllCir meaDS would pennit ; and that even ill the grilling heat 

of s.ummer, one, who is not prepared to he tuken for 1\ bar

Larian or a Hedlamita, cannot divest Limself of his sarwrial 

impedimellta and sit and work in II is house, or enjoy an 

afternoon siesta or a walk in lhe cool of thtl evening. 

T/lere is a club far Indiaus in the town I nm living m. 

It is all excell~nt institlltion in its wnyand f;f'nes nn l1sdul 

social purpose. It hO.'lBt.e of a Lilliard tahle which is lIome

thing of tho natnre or n whit.e elephant and periodically e~er

ciee~ the braine of the club coillmittee to make it lieU-support· 

ling. A suggestio!) for its ahnlitioll, however, does not find 

'.\ single flllpportcr. The president of the c\uh t::u'laims: " I{ 

the billillrd table ill done awa.y \vith, what IJa\'e Ive to show the' 

public?" At bottom, the reallon for its Illain\.t-,mllce ill the 

fact that it forms ao almost invaria.ble adjun ct of an i<:ufopeall 

club. 

l'bere are variollll aportibg clubB among school boy\! in 

our wwn. Tbey.send the hn lOliud fo,r aub!!criptiolls and 

donatiOll8 ,which one seldom ball tbe heart'to refulte, On tbe 
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IN,"~ion, however, I had 'he hnrdihood to~8mother ' my 

!eeliap and held tbe following conversatioD. with tbe boy 

who calfif'round on Buch nn errand . . . 
Q. Do you know of any indigenous ou~oor games which 

without entailing any 8Xpe086 give 0.8 good ex';rcise and ~fford 
,. muel! amusement as 'tennia, cricket, footbdl &e. ? 

.1. r have heard of auch games, but never played 80y. 

Q. Are you 8\r.lre t hat a large nu~ber of your feUow 

Itudeota are too poor to afford au Uicient nouriahing .food . ? 

A. That iB true 

Q. A,re not thea the 008t1y sports of richer communities 

n luxury to us ? 

A. 'rhey ure. 

Q. la it consistent with oDe', I16lfreepect that be ebouhl 

he~ for IlIxuries ? and might not tbe moneyapent upon them 

be 1D0re ad,'antageousl:v devoted. to wholesome nouriBhing 

food ? 

A. Ct might., 

Q. Why do you not then take to the inexpensive native 

out·door games ? 

A , Because they bave gone out of faebion. and Europenn 

aport. Are encollrged by 'be beada of our lIChoola. 

The heada being Europeans or Euro~aiaed Indi&AI netur· 

ally encourage tile . • poria they ba,~ been .used to. ], told the · 

~, tbat if he and ~. aasoeiDtM weo' in for lndiaa game. ] 
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would be very pleased to give them a. good feed.' I -do 

not know whether be took tbi!lll.8 I!, joke. ~nlhee;" this was 

more than a" year ngo, and I hn~ not yet heard that any 

schoolboys hfLve gone 1?nc}t. to oath-s games 909 yet in this 

town. 

I could multiply instances, almost all infinitum to B'{!.UW 

how tbt: fashion for Western things has boon daily gaining 

ground. Why 80 ? 

Fsebion originates in imitation of those who are considered 

great. Wl.Jetller the greato8sS is genuine, or sham, real or 

spurious is ofltermined by one's peiot of vie\v, anu depends 

upon various considerations which I cannot go into bere. 

Herbert Spencer talking of Fashion in England BUYB : 

"By mId by, l,ow8'Vor, FaShion .. .... alILlost wholly censoll to he an 
imi tation of the best , .. 1ll1 IM:loCOmes IloD imitatIOn ..,f 'Illite other tlul.1) 

the he~l. As those who t(.ke order .. Ilrp. not tlifllle having ,,' special 

titllCH~ for the priestly offiCf', but tho!le who h;,pc to ~'t' t, Ih'iogs ; all

ItlgislatNH 1111<1 I,,,blie fnllctiotlllfL(~8 do llot heeomc Bueh by virtuI'! of 

tl'!lir politic;,\ jfl~ight ao'" power to role. but by virtull of l>irt~ 

ncrollgo 811(1 d.lla~ iUtlUIIOce, ~U, the self-electod cliqll~ who I!EIt.tl ... 
Casl!i"n, do thill, 1I0t hy foreo oE nllture, by ]otol1oct, by higher worth 

or \Jetter taste. hut fIOlllly by IlDchecked IllllSumption. Among the
initiat6ll are tv 00 fUlIud neither the lIoblost ill nonk, the chief iD 

power, the bellt e,)itllred, thn mOllt refined, nur tbo~e of greatest gen1uI, 
wit, or beauty; nnd t,heir relmiOll', II() f",r from being superior to 
otbors, are lI"t6£i ~or their inanity. Yet, by the example of theea 

tohaw great, .n.J..,oot by that of ~he truly i;reat, doeB lociety at large' 
oow regulate it, hnbi ~8, ilJJ drus, ita sman usap. Aa a oatllral 

OOIIlIequeuce, toollft lIave generally little ~f that 8uitt.ble~618 which 
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Ule thoo,l of [&,;llioo iroplitlll tlley 8hould hll.ve, !omall of a pro
l,rre8ij towa.rd~ grllll.t;lIr elegaoce lIod COD"enience, which might be 
expected tdcur did people copy the vvay~ of the .really 008f, or 
follow their owo ideas of prJpriefy, we have a reign of mere whim, 
of unreasoD, of chaoge fur the sake oC change, wllnt,(;p osciUationll 
frnrn tither edreme to the other. AIlIl ijO life ".fa mrJClt, iustead of 
hein; liCe conducted in the llJ08t r;ltivnal lIi:\nner, i~ life re~ulate<1 
fly I'pendthrifl:a and j.ilers, milliner~ a.nd tf\.ilot>l. <Iannie!\ :md ~my 
womeu."· 

The people who are usually considered "grea~" by the Ne:o

indian community are primarily Europeans, and eerondarily 

high place,l EUfOpeanised Indians. (,km!Wqllently they aM 

imitaterl in almost all matters pertaining to ~.9thetiC9, uppa:-el 

games, anlU8ements &c. The conception which genernlly 

IInderlies this imitath'e tendency, whether consciou8 or un

conscions, whether admitted or nOI., ill the superiority of the 

civiliza.tion of the West to that of the Hinuus. Genflr:llly, 

becaustl there ure Home who, while not perceiving Buch superi-
• 

orit~·, li\n~, neverth.ell£B, in 11 malliler compelled to imitate ill 

:.n,ler that ~;)ey may "~et 011." Considerable wf'ight 1.If'.iug 

uilually gh'eu to aocial considerations, to neatnese of appear

IInee (according to the Western staudard) and to WtlRtero 

. a((:owpliahmenta by the dispensers o[ tile good things of tbe 

world io India, who are, M a rule, European8, it wauld be 

1lighly prejodici!.1 to the mundane ioterests of thoee Iodianll 
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who. occupy high positions'or aspir6 to them Dot to. ~do.lt the 

costmas, costumea, habits and accomplishmepte of\. Europeans 

80 far as possW1e. 

I have els(l\vhereo urged coDaiderat1ons whicb. to my mind 

prove conclushely that the claim of Western civilil'.atioD to 

occupy Ii higher plane than that of Hiadu civilization if! with'?ut. 

~ny rationalloundation ; that the fact t113t the Hindus !.hem

IJ6lve~ often admit or supporL that claim, directly or iudirectly. 

e1plicity or implicity, is due to au illusion; and that one of 

the principal caUBeS, if not tho principal cause which produces 

th", illusion", the bias engendered and nurttlred by education 

on WMtern lines. Early improssions die hard. The view. 

which the Indians, liS boys, imbibe of men and things, of 

the ideals of lifd and society, in the schools and college!! 

persist, and colour and determine their actions in after life as 

men. 

We thus filld-

Fil"!Jt. That the great Prohlem of India caunot be tlat~ 

factorily solved without industrial development by illdigenoua 

enterprise. 

Secondly. That tber~ cannot be such enterprise 

rteale commenaurate with the magnitude of the problem 

out considerable augmentation of capital. 

on. ,. 
with-
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Til.irdly. Tlmt we cannot bave such augl!1entation witl!.Qut 

Il8ving. 
Fourthly. That the,-e can ))8 hut little savitfg, 80 far as it 

CAn be effected by U~ without elltranOOIlS Lelp unless the 

tendency towards "rise" in tbe standard of Ii ~'iDg fl{~r Westero 

fwillion is checked, that is until we adopt the Dl'gative 

method. 

Fifthly. That this tendency C(lnnot he cher::ked until OIlT 

people cease to hold the view lllat Western ci\'iJizatioll is 

superior :00 theirs. 

Sixthly. That this view is !IU illuAioll caused anJ foslerert 

largely, if DOt mainly, by the present. systelll or education OIl 

Western lines. 

Tbus the qUe8tiOIl whether a solution of tbe great }lroble!ll 

of India is possible or no:.ot depends largely anrl ultimately UpOl: 

the answtjT to the question-whether ami to what !lltent 

the pTcsellt Syaiew of Educ.'1tioll eM be cvo.nged nnd remo

delled ? 

Thill is a huge question which r nmy take a .future oppor

tunity of discussing. 

" Tbe negative meth<xi diffeJ'8 from Swadeshism, lUI it ill 1l0W 

understood, in 'he fact, that whereas the latter would minister 

to the new wants which ho.ye- been erea~d in respooee to the 

10 OIIned "rise" in ~he standard of living before the old wants 

have been 8llpplied_ the former ~ould ;t:eaist.. ·this "rise." 
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Swadeshi activity eBp~jally on this 'side of Jpdia ia.teaU of 

being concentrated upon . artid~ wllich we ~nnot(b_90luterly 

do without, is :It preifent largely di{oot~d towards tilt manu

I~tur6 of: fu~i\itiesJ inutilities, or auperlluit i&!l. which, 1 Sill 

inclined to tllink, are as mllen a social menace as imported 

articles of Ii similar character. 

Besides. unlike Sw ... deshLsUl, the principles of the negativtlo 

method, 1 suggest. taking ita stand as it doee on the broad 

frmndation dug deep dowu into the eternal verities of human 

natllra by the II.l1cieut.s wOllid be unillerilo.l!y appliCdble. I ts 

adoption would be fruitrlll of wholesome results in the West 

as well as in the East. Simple etlLieal liviug, wb.ich woulJ 

be ita noceasary consequence, would be as beneficia! to th~ 

W~tern6r8 as to the Westernised Indians. 

The negative method of regenerating our industrit's would 

lIerve a double purpose. " It would. by saving annuully til., 

thirty-five crores CI' 80 at present spent upon imported articles 

furuish tue capital for indigenous ventures, and would, at the 

8a~e time, save a good number of Ollr illdustrie8 froID extiliC'" 

tioo. The two ullllhodll must work hand in ha~d ; aile would 

be quit.e ineffective without the other. Tue llgl'iculturi8~ and , 
the craftawan will never be able to improve agriculture and 

cra~t if }hs!r re80urCe& be frittered 8\vay . upon brUDltong.eu 

6~ri~, and shoddy 8uperfiuitie3 • .in8t.ead of being hnsbtI.D.ded 

fo~' .cultiv.P!l:ioq: nq.~ !mprav:ed aRJ.>liau~. fndulltriee can not 
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be dt-vel.9p&d on.the poeit.i"'e method without .}arJtl Cllpitat, and 

c!lph:.tl wil~ot ~umulate if it be lVaste'! upon things '!Vlliela 

contriuu" neitber to p~'·8iCll.l11or to illoral eIIici~ncy. Modern 

Wt'8t.efJ.l cuhure with its highly developed 8l'steln uf scientific 

and technicaL education ie at> indis~n8ible lor the pOIIitivu 

lll~llOJ. as ancient Hindll culture witli its high ethical and 

spiritual ideals is for tue negatin! wetllOd. In faut, jU8t as tbt) 

harmonious muvement of a star i9 effect.ed by the centrifugal 

£lud centripetal forces acting upon it, 80 tile celltoration of thu 

hal'lllony of OUf 8lJCial organisation would Jepeld upon the 

proper balancing of the forces 01 W~t.eru culture antI Hindu 

cuhur., wuich u.re acting upon it now in opP()l>j\.tj directions. 

I um fuJly uliVtl W tUt! JiHiclilties of putting the nagati,,!! 

method into prllCtice. But I am lLot sure if they Ilre rnoN-' 

serious thau tllo.!6 which beset the path 01 ~h6 po~itive metl.tod . 

lndcod. froID my experience of in<..ligenous ventures, eepociaUy 

un this aide of inoia, <..luring, the last thirty years, I do not 

J.>.now if it would uot be easier to check tht! pltenomeual 

expansion w our textile requireluenl.s by revertiug to tile 

indigenous 8ta?dard of decane)' and eOinfort thsil to exteuu 

t~e cotton-mill industry to copt) with the perpetually increas

ill~ ucmaud creat.&d by the exotic etandllro i to restri(" our 

tinetorial requirenrenta to iildigenotls dyes tilar. to iLart 

. 18e1ol"i611 of coal-tar dyes i to go back to the daYIl 01 gu,' and 

courS8 lIugBr,and"' of ,L'Ilipper ~d 8/lndat. tht"n to It&-rL large 
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sugar. factori~ and tanneries; to check" til,e grow~g 'rage 

for socks and 8tockiu_g~ tha.1! 

AU that is needed is, that we 

irJeals ~f our ancient culture. • 

to start l,osier\.. factories. 

sho~ld 'btl guiden \ by the 

The maiutenl\nce of \Iu\ 

supremacy of that culture is the essential prereqllisite of 

the success of the Negative Metho(l." Q 

"The iIlu."OUl! of New I n<.li:!'' \'1' l a~--I·h! 
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