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PREFACE 

For the period folloting the rise of BuddhIsm in tbe sixth 
century B. C. Dr. Vincent A, Smith has prepared tlin his 
Early Hilory" of India a highway, which has placed the whtle 

world of travel1ers in the field of aocient Indian history under 
a deep debt of gratitude. Unfortunately, ' fOT the pre-Buddhist 

period no such book has yet been published, which gives us an 

outline of the political history based on a workable chronological 

framework, ",i~out which no history of art, religion, or society, 

however immense the materi:lb available, can be definitely 

given shape to, like flesh al1d blood without a skeleton. The 
result is that though no other period of Indian history has attlacted 

the attention of so many scholars, and has such an immense 

mass of lIterature written upon it as the Vedic period, it yet 
remains one of the most bewildering periods of human history, 

the breeding ground of wildest theories and fantastic calculations. 
Besides, traditiOn u recorded in religious literatuu being 

the princip:ll source or history for the period in question. pre1u, 
dices ~n strong .among the writers on the subject, between 

tbose wbo enggerate the value of tradition and those who 
cannot judge .anything of ancient Indm except in rebtion to, 
or by the sllndllrd of, Greek history. 

Tbe greatest stumbling-block in the way or a historian of this 

JU!r~ is the difficulty of harmonizing tbe V.edic with PauTlnic 

tradition regarding the order of kings and SUC«SSiOD of events. 
. . 

It Jus been tbe practIce of scholars generally to accept only the 
Vedic Ind reject the Pautlnic tradition, aDd to declare thlt the 
Veda "sllncls quite by itself, high up OD an isolated peak of 
remote ~ntiquU'." A notable exception is Mr. F. E. Pa.rgiier, 
who, however, goes to the ' other extreme by attaching \00 i1uc1l. 
importance to Pauranic writings .nd und~depreciating Vedic 
traditlon.· Tbe work to far dono is only prelimmaIJ, and ardUOtlJ 
taboun of scbolm in coUaboration are needed. to we,tik 
.ad> Co.relate the materials obtained (rom botli the 9OI1n:e$. For 
further ligbt on tbe subject we must .nit the _....... oi . . ... .,~-



~haeology, which is still in an unde,eloped condition in India. 
. h tbaob to the excavations and researches in the Aegean 

regionl the Trojan 'll'ar is graduaUy coming within the pUfl'iew 
of history, it will not do to tTeat the stories of the Puranas and 

tbe Efts as all purely mythical, and they must be made to yield 

thqir contributions to the causeWllY connecting the,dim, isolated 
Vedic period with the historical Buddhist period. And tbe 
Vedic period, too, which has so long been the scrambling ground 
of philologists, anthropologists lnd philo~orhen, should cease 

to be treated.15 beyond the jurisdiction of histol)'. 
The pllrpose of this book is to present within a ,short compass 

a chronologIcal and geographical framework fOT the political history 
of IndIa for the Vedic and Epic periods, together with an in· 
telligible account of the ATYln conquests so rar as it can be made 
out of the confused mass of literature publiShed on {he subject. 
I know thai in the absence of archaeological evidences and of 
Iny literature of the native DravidIans of the period the hislory 
is: bound to be highly imperfect. But, circumstanced as we are, 
we cannot neglect the materials e.xisting WIth which to construct 
even an one-sided history, the version of the Aryan conquerors, 
lit.~ that of the so-called Pathan rulers of IndIa in the absence of 
any writings of the conquered Hindus, 
. 1 take this opportunity of expressing m)" deep gratitude to my 

senior and old teacher, Principal R. B. Ramsbotham, M. B. E .. 
M. A., B. Lilt., I. E. &, the example of whose industrious, 5cholarly 
life, no less than bis 1Ifise direction~ and kind words of enCOllJ"agc­
ment, has al'll'ay5 been a source of insptration and stimulatic.n to 
me in my ... ork. My thanks are due to Prof. B. K. Gos'll'ami Sulri, 
M. A; Ph. D., for various suggestions and valUlble bits of infor­

matIOn. 

HoooRt.v, 
AIl£Usl, 19a5 , 

N. K. D. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE ARYANS. 

It was a memorable moment when Sir 
William Tones observed in 1786 that tbe Sans-, 

hm language, the language of Persia, • 
the language of Greece and Rome, Ary .. 

Theory. 
the language of the Celts and Germans 

were all closely connected, so much so "that 
no philologer could examine them all without 
believing them to have sprung from some 
common source, which perhaps no longer 
exists", These observations laid the foundation~ 
stone of Comparative Philology, which was 
plac~d on a sCientific footing by Happ in bis 
ComparatIve Grammar about fifty )~ars later. 
At once the hypothesis arose that the ancestors 
of the ~rsons speaking these connected lan­
gu.ages belonged to ODe stock which once 
lived in ODe place and spoke one language, the 
parent of thIS group of languages. One of tbe 
most famous advocates of this hypothesis was 
Max Muller, who in his Lectures 00 the Science 
of ~anglldge in 1861 asserted that there,was 
a time "when the firSt ancestors of "the India~l; 
tbe' Persians, the Greeks, the Romans, tbe 

Slavs, the Celts, and the Germans were Ii""', 
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together within the same enclosures, nay, under 
the same roof/' and that that place was Central 
Asia from where "the ancestors of the \"ndians 
and Persians started for the Sonth, and the 

< leaders of tbe Greek, Roman, Celtic, aTeutonic, 
and Slavonic colonies marched toward's the 
shores of Europe," Since then iconoclastic 
critics have appeared, and with the aid of the 
sciences of Comparative Ethnology an~ Archreo· 
logy have tried to tear to pieces the conclusions 
of Comparative Philology and to disprove the 
assumption of the philologists that a relation· 
ship of language implies relationship of blood, 
One of the most bitter critics of the Aryan 
Theory was ~peert, accordmg to whom, "there 
are Aryan anguages but there is no Aryan 
race,u During the tourth. quarter of the last 
century the pendulum continued swinging rap\dJy 
from oIle extreme to the other, To-day, how­
ever, though tbe noise of conflict is still heard, 
the'dust raised by the clash of comba<i:ants has 
somewhat subsided, and the atmosphere h~s 
become sufficiently clear to enable one: to take 
a dispassionate view of the whole thing, 

Pbilologists since the times of Sir William 
Jones and Bopp have noticed tbat there is a 

. .r.o.;..-.. .. great affinity between the Sanskrit, 
PIUtIotY. ,Iranian, Armenian, Slavonic,Lettic, 

Greek, Latin, Celtic, and Teutoilic 
h'I~ages,. and tbat tbis affinity is not due 
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to accident, ot temporary contact, or mutm. 
borrowing. Among the various members of 
this gr<ftJp of languages we find words with 
common roots for father, mother, brother, sister, 
daughter, <son, {ather~in·law. and some otbe~ 
words !enoting family relationship j cow, horse, 
dog, waggoD, yoke. door. mead, copper, etc. j 

numeral s up to ten and hundred j pronouns 
like me, thqu. he i verbs like to be, eat, lick, 
stay, sew; particles like inter, pra, pari. "It 
is," as Muir says, "precisely those words and 
(orms which 'are the most primitive, the most 
fundamental, the most essential parts of each 
language which they have in common." Again 
tbi s affinity ~s observed not only in simple words 
but in many grammatical rules, sucb as declen­
sion of nouns and conjugation of verbs. Hom­
mel 'and Delitzscb seek to establish primitive 
relations between the Aryan and Semitic lan­
guages by identifying several Semitic roots 
with Arya'h. But a few such words, as Taylor 
ob$erves, Clare not enougb to base a theory on j 

tbe phonetic resemblances may be accidental, 
or the words may be very early loan words 
due to Pbrenician commerce ... But even if 
these identifications be accepted, it woul4 
not suffice. as it would be ,also necessaTJ \0 
sbow an agreement of grammati~l formativ~ ' 
eiomeati · and it is lUnivenally admit~ 
that in 'grammatical structQJ'e the Si:a.Ai.. 

• 
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and Aryan languages differ fundamentally." 
Hence it is seen that no fundamental resemw 

blance can be traced between any lAnguage 
• of this group and the other languages of the • • world,such as Chinese, Arabic, Negro'; Austraw 

• lian. From these the philologists have come 
to the conclusion that the ancestors of most 

. of the modern European nations, the Persians, 
and the Indians (non-Dravidian) at, one time 
must have lived together and spoken one lan w 

guage from which their modern languages are 
all descended. The name Aryan is often given 
to this family of nations, as the ancient Persians 
called themselves by that name. and the authors 
of the Rigvedic llymns are believed to have 
used that name to distinguish themselves from 
the aborigines. But as it is not known to have 

• been used by the European members of the 
family, the word is sometimes used in a narrow 
sense to denote the Persian and Indian bran­
che's only, while words like Indo-EuroPean and 
Indo-German (taking the two extreme members 
of the group) have been coined to denote the 
wholo family. 

The philological arguments alone are not 
'sufficient to establish tbe identity of races. The 
well .. known anthropologist Broca points out that .. ~ 

"races have f~quent)y within the historic per!0d 
cbytged their language"without having apparerl:t­

"4fthanged' the race or type. The Belgians, iqr 
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instance, speak a neo-Latin language, but of all 
races who have mingled their blood with that 
of the 'autochthones of Belgium it ;would ~e 
difficult to find one which has left less tr~e 
than the I'eople of Rome." Another good ins· ' • tance,Is the imposition of a neo-Latin dialect on 
a vast American Indian population in more re­
cent times. Still comparative philology has some 
value if itl\ deductions are supported by other 
evidences. Besides, it is genera lly seen that the 
conquerors, if they are civilized, impose their 
language on the conquered, whether it is in 
Belgium or in South America. The analogy 
proves our POlOt that some bands of Aryans 
migrated to Europe, and conquering and mingling 
with the aboriginal peoples Aryanised them as 
their brethren did the Dravidians in India. It is • • hopeless to look for a pure Aryan race In the 
modem world. 

The philological evidences which seek to 
, establish the relationship between 

eo.par.tift the Indians, the Persians, and the M>1hoIoD. 
Europeans are supported to a 

certain extent by the coincidences whicb are 
observed in the m)!thologies ot the Vedas, the 
earliest book of the Indians, and those of the 
Zend 'Avesta of Persia, and also, though'trw. 
sml!-lIej degree, in the mythologies"f the anci.eot 
EUropean nations. Scholars like Kuhn and ~ 
?tfOller have identified the ErinysJof the G_~'t 



6 THE ARYANISATION OF INOlA 

with the Saranyu of the Vedas, the Centaurs 
with" the Gtindharvas, Helios and Sol with 
Snrjya, Eos with Ushas, Uranus with l 'aruna, 
Z~us with Dyaus, Jupiter with Dyaus pitar, the 

t Slavonic Bogu with Bbaga, and Per'lcunus or 
PeruDu with the Vedic Parjanya. The c'ommu­
oity of mythologies between the Indians and the 
Iranians is more strongly marked. Both had in 
their mythologies Yama., Trita, Mitla, Vayu, 
Sarva, Indra, Vitraban, Nasatyas, Asura, etc., 
while both made Soma offerings in yajnas or 
sacrifices, and bad common names for priests as 
hotri and atharvan. 

There are some scholars who express doubts 
about the inheritana of any common mytholo­
gical traditions by the Aryan-speaking nations 
because of the fewness of resemblances alld 

• of tbe discrepancies of mythologies even when 
there are TesemblancEs of name!:. But they do 
not seem to take ioio account the long centuries 
which separate the Rigvedic hymns trom the 
Greek,Latin, and Teutonic literatures from which 
we draw our materials, and still more, which 
separate these all from Lhe proto-Aryan period. 
Again, mythological and theological concep­
tions are apt to cbange under external inHuences 
~re quickly and radically than languages. 
How many abcient religious traditions are to . . 
be };roDd in Cbristian Italy, Mabomedan Persia. 
'8r~uddbiSt Ce),lon t W. can easily ~ 
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how the mythologies of the semi-barbarous 
Aryan immigrants into Europe were infl~Dced 
through' contact with tbe aborigines on one 
band and tbe Pbamician culture bearers ifl 
tbe othel'. Professor Rbys remarks in bis 
HibbertLectures-"If the Aryans bad attained 
to tbe idea of so transcendent a goJ •••.•. tbere 
would be difficulty in understanding how, as 
the Dyau~ of Sanskrit literature. he should 
have become comparatively a lay figure, tbat 
as Tiu he should have heen superseded by 
Woden and Thor among the Teutons, and that 
among the Gauls his pre-eminence should at 
anytime have been threatened by a Mercury.' 
The difficulty, however, disappears if we 
remember tbat considerable changes in mytho* 
logy can take place among the same people 
living under different physical conditions. .:rhus, 
for lDstance, the Indians living in tropical 
climate would welcome the clouds and naturally 
give pre·eminence to the cloud god, whi1e the 
people of North Europe would favour the 
SUD god. The action of time and foreign 
influences also in modifying the mytho1ogies 
of a people can be observed i,India and Egypt, 
where the great gods of the early Indo-Aryans 
and Egyptians could not maintain their prc-erm. 
oence aDd sometimC$ even their \xistcQ.ce in 
lator times. aDd Dew gods and belicfs ar~ 
fro.m time to time, lOQI~timet q~te in .~ta,~ 
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to the old ones. In India Varona and then 
Indra appropriated many of the attributes 
of the heaven god Dyaus, and in latet- times 
Wire themselves cast into the shade by Vishnu 
and Siva. The wonder is not the fewness 
of mythologica l resemblances betwe~n the 
nations of Europe and India, but that, inspite 
uf centuries of separation and loss of contact 
before the days of Darius and Alexan~er, of the 
great differences in physical conditions and 
environments in which the different branches 
lived, and of the foreign cu IlUral influences to 
which these semi-barbarous communities were 
exposed, such important resemblances can still 
be detected. 

Ethnologists state that inspi te of the inter­
mixture of races which bas gone on more or less 
at all limes, and the tendency of individuafs to 

vary under the effects of climate 
and environment, there has always 
been a tendency to revert to the 

Comparatin: 
F.IIuooIor1. 

pnmltlve types, viz, (I) tbe Caucasian, with 
usually a fair skin, soft, straight or wavy hair, 
full grown beard, long or broad beadform, 
narTOW face, and weIl·shaped nose i (2) the 
Mongolian, with vellow or reddish complexion. 
roane straight hair, scanty or no beardj broad 
head, broad find flat face with high <cbeek·bones, 
s .. 11 and depressed nose, and slanting ey~ej' (J) 
t~, Ethiopian or Negroid, with black compiexi<!"t 
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black frizzly hair, long head, broad and Bat 
nose, moderate beard, thick lips, large teeth, and 
long foA:arm. The Caucasians again are gener. 
ally subdivided into (a) Indo-Germans or Aryans, • (b) Semites, (c) Hamltes or Berbers. "'Pesc~ 
and ma~y other ethnologists are agreed by ex­
amining the head-form, nose, hair, skin, and other 
physica l features of the Hindus (non-Dravidian) 
that they ig common with the Persians and the 
Europeans be loqg to the Indo-Germanic group. 
This hypothesis of community of blood between 
the Indians and the Europeans is supported 
by evidences from tbe Vedas and tbe Epics, 
wbere the typica l Aryan is desc ribed as a tall, 
genera.1ly fair-complexioned person, with narrow, 
prominent nose, good hair, large eyes, broad 
shoulders, and slim waist, features which even 
to-dtyare regarded in India as constituting an 
ideal physique. 

In Europe three different types bave been 
clearly distingllished-{I) the Nordic 'or 
Teutonic, taJl, fair, dolichocephalic or long­
headed, (2) the Alpine or Celto-Slav, fair, 
both short and tali, brachycephalic or broad­
beaded, (3) the Mediterranean, short, dark, 
dolichocephalic. Great acrimony is displayed in 
the discussion about the relationship of each qt . 
the~ types with the original Aryan"stock, and is 
made more bitter by the nationaljealousy bc.~wcw:n 
tb~' German and tho French, the· ~ ... 
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scholars like Posche, Peoka~and Heha gen-eral1y 
claiming direct descent for the Teuton from 
the original stock and tracing the brach)cepha­
li~ Celt to Turanian or Mongolian origin, while 
the Gallic scholars like Chavee, De Mortillet, 

• 
and Ujfalvy representing tbe primitive Aryans 
as brachycephalic and assigning African origin 
to the dolichocephalic Teuton. The tendency, 
however, of modern scholars, as Feist in Ger--many and de Michelis in France, is to find a 
solution to thTs -kootty problem by assuming 
that the primitive Aryans were not a pure 
race, but a mixture of different types, both 
dolichocephalic and brachycephalic, who in 
prehistoric times were welded together iota a 
lingui.stic and cultural unity, as the present 
English have been formed from Iberians, <{elts, 
and Teutons. Inspite of such obvious physical 
differences, the Indo-Germans can be grouped 
to~ether in a single division because we recog­
nise a common racial stamp in the facial 
expression, the sbape of the nose, the structure 
of the hair, partly also the bodily proportions, 
in all of which points they agree more with 
eacb other than with the other divisions. 

From a comparative stUdy of their social 
. .,. institutions it is found that tbere 
~tire l are many customary Ial'ts ~Dd 
Spa '17· social rules peculiarly commeu'to ' 

'the HiDd~5 and the ancient Europeans, which 
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raises- a strong supposition, irrespective of 
other considerations, tbat they had a common 
origin. • "It does not appear to me a hazardous 
proposition that the Indian and the ancient 
European systems of enjoyment and tillage , 
by men-grouped in village communities are in 
all essential particulars identical.····· ·There 
is the arable mark divided into separate lots 
but ell ltlvated according to minute customary 
rules bindi~g on all.······There is the waste or 
common land, out of which the arable mark 
has been cut, enjoyed as pasture by all tbe 
commumty pro-indivlsio. There is the village, 
consisting of habitatons each ruled by a des-­
potic pater familias. And there is constantly 
a council of government to determine disputes 
as to custom." (Maine, Village Communities), 
Hav!!l also notices tbat "'the description of 
tTi"eOTa English village communities in Schles­
wig and Jutland given by a well· known bistorian 
U. R. Green), and tbe characteristics ascribed 
to the ancestors of the Anglo-Saxon race, 
correspond closely witb what is known of tbe 
early Aryan settlements in In4ja from their 
literary records and from traditional evidence." 
And tbe resemblance becomes more striking 
when we compare them "with the more ancient 
Dravidian communal systom of I.dia in wbiC!t· 
Plqthef instead of father was tbe bead of the 
fami Iy, bunting and robbing were the. PJiaCi~ • . 
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means of subsistence instead of agriculture' and 
cattle farming, and civilization more mercantile 
tban agricultural." According to Senarl, even 

-~-" in social organisation in wbich the Hindus with 
• their caste system differ most from the European 

branches of the Aryan family there is : great 
resemblancc between the Hindu system and 
tbose of the Greeks and the Romans in the 
earlier stages of their national devSi!opments, 
e.g. the gens, curia, tribe at Rome, family, 
phratria in Greece, and family, gotra, caste in 
India. EndogatUous and hypergamous rights 
were not unknown in ancient Greece and Rome. 
The resemblance is greater between the Hindu 
sJstem and the ancien t Iranian division of 
society into four classes-priests. warriors, 
cuhivators. and artisans':"""especially when we 
find that the rul e of cndogamy prevaile~ at 
least among the highest class, the Athravans, 
corresponding to the Brahmins of India. 

"'The offering of gifts to the gods in fire is 
Indo·European, as is shown by the agreement or' 
the Greeks, Romans, aDd Indians. Indo-Euro· 
pean also is that part of tbe marriage ritual in 
whicb the newly wedded couple walk round the 
"nuptial fire, the bridegroom presenting a burnt 
offering and tbe bride an afferingof awn·; far .. ' 
among the Rdmans also the young pair walked 
royd the altar from left to right before oireri1):g . 
t.<ead (tiu-) in tb. fir.. Inqo..Europcan, ~ 
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must be the practice of scattering rice or grain 
(as a ~mbol of fertility) over the bride and 
bridegroom, as prescribed in tbe Sutras; for it 
is widely di.ffused among peoples who cannot 

• have borrowed it. Still older is tbe Indian 
ceremoriy of producing the sacrificial fire by 
the friction of two pieces of wood. Similarly 
the practice in the construction of the Indian 
fire-a ltar o.f walling up in the lowest layer of 
bricks the heads of five different victims, in· 
cluding that of a man, goes back to an ancient 
belief tbat a building can only be firmly erected 
when a man or an animal is buried with its 
foundations." (M~c<tQll~II, Sanskrit literature). 

If 1t be a fact that the ancestors of a large 
section of the people of Europe. Persia, and 

India at one time lived in 
Is InllA tLe eradle 

of tile Aryu.? 
one place, spoke one language, 
and possessed one culture, 

tbe question that naturally arises is where tbat 
original home of tbe Aryans was. The 
orthodox Indian opinion is that India has ever 
heen tbe bome of the Hindus, and tbat if tbe 
Persians and tbe Europeans have been , proved 
to be related to the HinduS, presumably they. 
must have "migrated from India. Apparently 
this point of view seems to be correct beciluse 
it is in ladia that the earliest 1tnown Ary~' 
litc;i-aturc. tbe Vcdu, was composed aDd "'C~ , 
and tbat tbe modem Hindu re)igioD ~ oociaI. 
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structure are directly descended from the 
Vedic institutions. This opinion gains additional 
force when it is stated that nowhere in I Indian 
literature, not even in the Vedas, is there any 

• tradition recorded about any immigration from 
abroad, such as exists among peoples who are 
known to have migrated from one country 
to anntber. 

The current opinion 
scholars is that India could 

among. European 
not be the home 

of the undivided Aryans. (I) flIt is 
~ ~~bothe nowise probable that the.!!Jigrations 
OJlllDAI me. - -

which bave peopled so large a part 
of the globe should have commenced at its 
southern extremity, and have been constantly 
directed from that point towards the north-west. 
On the contrary, everything concurs to persuade 
us that the colpnies set out from a ce~tral 
region in divergent directions." (Schlegel, 
Essais). ,.---

·(2). "None of the phenomena of speech, 
Clli.tQ.~Ji, ~t: ideas observable among the other 
cognate nations indicate an Indian origin. Of 
the countries which were anciently occupied 
by the great IndoJ(}ermanic family India was 
tbe most peculiar, and differed the most widely 
fro~ tbe others, and it would be unaccountable 
't£'at no trace 6f these Indian peculiarities should 
ha¥ been preserved'by any of the other 'In~:, 
iGerma~ traces in later timoa, if they bad~.", 
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originally dwelt in India." ~, Indian 
Antiquities). A comparison of the Aryan lan~ 

guages l eads us to believe that the early Aryans, 
wherever tbey might have lived, were familijr 
with the birch, the pine, and also probably tbe 
oak and' willow, trees which do not generally 
grow in the plains of India; with snow and 
ice, but not wlth hot summer i and certainly 
not with. the elephant, the lion, tbe tiger, 
the banian tree, and rice, things peculiarly 
characteristic of the Indian soil. To the Rig­
vedic Indians the elephant first appears as a 
strange animal, which tbey called a beast (mriga) 
with a hand (bastin), while in later times 
when {he novelty of the animal had gone it was 
commonly known as hastin only. 

(3). At one time it was believed that the 
Vedic language was the pareDt stock from which 
tbe different Aryan languages were sprung, 
and that the Vedas being known to have been 
composed in India the different Aryan-speaking 
peoples must have migrated from India. But 
philology bas proved that Latin and Greek, 
and even the old Iranian language were not 
tbe daugbters, but younger sisters, of tbe Vedic ' 
language, and tbat all of tbem were descended 
from a parent litock of which there is no Hto~ 
ture extant. For instance, Latirt and Oreek. 
ba,\e p;~lIlerv.ed some forms of inHection .beG 
all more archaic thaD tbose preserTet iD: the 
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. Vedas. Again, there aTe sOme roots, nominal 
and verbal, in which the Indian language appears 
to have lost the original form of the worA, .while 
it has been preserved in Greek and Latin, or 
• botb. An example is the Sanskrit word tara. 

a star, which seems to have been ortgir:!ally 
stara, a form which has been preserved in the 
Greek aster and astron, in the Latin astrum, 
as well as in the Zend stara. Furher there 
exist a number of Sanskrit nouns, which must 
have been derived from radica ls which in tllt:ir 
verbal form are not discoverable even in the 
Vedas. (MuiT, Sanskrit Texls 11.) 

(4) lJ"uring the Rigvedic period the Indo­
Aryans were evidently confined to the Punjab 
and the Gangetic Doab, because while almost 
.U tbe rivers of North·west India and even 
Afgbanistanare frequent-iy menlioned, and tbe 
higbes1"regard shown to the Indus and the Sara· 
swati, the Rigvedic hymns are silent with regard 
to 'any place or river name beyond tbe Ganges, 
and even the famous Ganges IS mentioned 
directly but once, That even tbe Punjab could 
not be the original borne of tbe Aryan people 
is proved by the fact that during the Rigvedic 
period even lD that land tbe Indo-Aryans were 
surrounded by ,peoples, Dasyus, Vasas. Rakhas, 
~ . 
with whom 'they bad very little in common, 
eir;.er in physique, language, or creed, and ~ 
whom tb~y were carrying on ceaseless W'aI'J • 
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of extermination. The D'!!Jlls were the natives­
of the , soil, whose towns and fortresses were 
captured and properties seized by the aggressive 
Indo~Aryans and who were gradually beWg 
pushed away from the country. It is impro~ . • bable, if we assume the Aryans to be autoch-
thonous in India, that two such enttrely different 
types of people should have ever been living I 

in the same limited area and developing on 
their own lines without any intermingling. 
Besides., the Vedic Aryans at that time seem 
not to have been very numerous., and even the 
Punjab, not to speak of the other parts of India, 
must have been very thinly peopled. Why 
then should a large number of them emigrate 
to the less hospItable lands in Persia and Europe 
whilS vast fertile fields and pleasanter climat~ 

remaIned in their own immediate neighbourhood 
in the Indian Peninsula? The expansion of 
the Aryans over Eastern and Southern India 
took place in comparatively recent times. The 

. diffusion of the Aryans from the Punjab gra-
: dually hut steadily towards the interior also 
! leads to the conclusion that they came from 
I, the north-west. , 

(5). ]t is true that the Indian literature 
does Itot contain any distinct reference to...il 
mip,tipn from a northern home: But there 
are, r-18IJ4!lS here atld tbere wbich aepear 'ia a 
",y to , po~t to tbe traditio~ _of _a foreialJi 
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migin. (a) Expressions like Tokam pllshyema 
tanayam sltatam himalz, May we cberis~ a son 
and progeny a hundred winters (Rig. 1.64.14.), 
arv\ Pashyemashaladak shatamJivema sharadah 
shatam, May we see, may we live, a hundred • 
autumns (Rig VII. 66. r6), migh t be remimscent 
of the colder regions from which they had come, 
where the winter con ditions having prevailed 
for tbe greater part of the year, the . winter or 
autumn became synonymous with the year. ' (b) 
In Rig I. 30. 9 Indra is invoked to come from 
"the ancient abode," which might mean the 
ancient home of the Aryans, and connected 
with this is the tradItion that Indralaya or the 
abode of Indra lay to the north of the Hmdu­
kush, as is mentioned ill the Amarakosha and 
Sabdaratnavali . (c) Utta~kuru. the traditional 
Elysium of the Hmdus, and Meru, the abode 
of their gods, he far to the nortb. Wby 
should they locate these places outside India 
far' to tbe north un less they had memories of 
a northern home of their own ? (d) The know­
ledge of long polar days and nights, and horizon­
tal movements of stars in the polar regions, 
as shown io their description of Meru and its 
denizens (Tait. Brahmana III. 9. 22. I ; Mbbh . 

. ~ftaparba cb, 163 i Manu I. 67), has led' sotpe 
scholars to point to the' polar regions.as .the 

,craC!lle of tbe Aryan people. (e) Tilak po4lts 
• b'bR'd ........ , opt t at _10 t C Igve a great promlDODce IS'" 
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given to the goddes Ushas (dawn), who is 
celebrated in about twenty hymns of the finest 
quality, and mentioned more than three hundred 
times, and that the period of dawn is divided 
in the Vedic literature into severa l parts wftb 
elaborate and intricate rites prescribed for 
each part. All these are out of all proportion 
to the short~lived and evanescent dawn of the 
I ndian zone, and though Tilak has not been 

• able to successfully establish his theory of an 
Artic' home of the Aryans from this and other 
points, we may agree WIth bim "'that the Indo­
Aryans came from a land where the morning­
twilight was of greater duration than in India. 
(f) In Kaushitaki Brahmana VII. 6. the lan~ 
guage of the northern regions is said to be a 
model one, which might refer to the Aryan 
tong~e being spoken in its purity in their ori~ 
ginal borne in the north. 

(6) In the first Fargard of tbe Vendidad 
where Ahura Mazda, the great god of the Ira"": 
nians, is described as having created the different 
countries, including Hapta~Hendu or the Punjab, 
one after another, it is stated that 1,iryanavaejo, 
which was crea,!.ed first of all, bad long winters, 
and tbat the ancestors of the Iranians started 
in tbfir migrations from tbat country. Thus 
tiit ~nians, who are closely :msociated~' 
the'InOdo-Aryans, point not to India o~ . Haita­
Headu but to Airyanavaejo, wbi~ could D()t. .. . . 
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bave been a part of India, as their original 
bome. 

If India be Dot the cradle of the Aryan race, 
where is that ? The question bas not yet been 

• satisfactorily answered. There is 
the greatest diversity of 'opinion 
among scbolars, and various COllnw 

tries, e.g. Central Asia, North Africa (Sergi. 
Zaborowski), South Russia (Benfer), North 
Germany (Kossinna, Hirt), Scandinavia (Penka, 
Rbys), Hungary (Giles), Eastern Europe (Fligier), 
Nortbern Europe (Cuno), North Pole (Warren, 
Tilak), Central and West Germany (Geiger), 
have been contended for as the primitive habitat 
of tbe Aryans with arguments which are' more 
or less shadowy and inconclusive. Of these 
the Central Asian Theory was advocated by such 
eminent scholars of tb~ last century as R~e. 
sch~el, P21t, La~en,Ja~.w.rimm. Pic!et, Max 
Mul er, Schl~her, l\fommsen, S~e, Hale, and 
is 'even now more Cllrrent and presents fewer 
objections than any other. It would, therefore, 
be not. inappropriate to give a ', summary; of 
their main arguments here. 

~I) The almost continuous extension of 
the Aryan-speaking peoples from the Brahma. 
pn~ to the Atlantic naturally leads one to · ~ assume that 'there must have been a primitive 
ceqtre .of dispersion, and because of ail the 

· . . 
• Aryan dt,dects Sanskrit and lend IDlY" be. 
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considered to have cbanged tbe least while 
Celtic in tbe extreme west bas changed the most, 
the presumption is that the lands now occupied 
by Sanskrit and Zend must be the nearest .. to 
the primitive home. (Sayce, Science of Lan· 
guageS -.1). 

(2) This hypothesis is supported by the 
Iranian tradition in the Zend Avesta which 
says t~t .tbe first creation of man took place 
in Airyanavaejo, from which tbe Iranians spread 
over more than a dozen countries before reach. 
ing Persia. Now as most of these pl'!.~es are 
situate ' in or about Central Asia, Airyanavaejo 
or the original abode of the Iranians is believed 
to have existed somewhere between the Caucasus • 
and the OXllS. 

(~). Sayee observes that the above tradif.ipn 
agrees with the finding of Comparative Philo­
logy that the early Aryan home was a cold 
region, "where trees like birch and pine grew,and 
where winter was familiar witb its snow and ice." 

(4). HerQ in Central Asia are found all 
the physical4>elements wbicb wologists and 
philologists 1emand for tbe great specialisations 
in laoguage and culture made by the primttive 
Aryans before tbeir dispersal, their numerous 
popula:tion with cows and horses-,a vast pma 
undivided by lofly. mountains or deserts or 
ma;~bleforest&, a temperat, -cltm •• , -4114 

. abuoduce- of food botb for men and cattle. 
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..(5) In the absmc.e cf any comm,9.!l words 
for sea and salt in the different Aryan languages 
it is inferred that the undivided Aryans lived 
in an inland country. 

"(6). In later times it was Central Asia which 
was the breeding place of the numerous· Tartar 
hordes which overflowed into Persia, India, 
the Euphrates valley, and even Europe, as the 
Aryans had done several milleniums a$O. 

(7). A Babylapian tablet of about 2100 

B. C. indicates tba t tbe horse was a recent 
acquisition among the ass.u~olk of Babylon, 
and describes it as "the ass from the east", 
or "from the mountains." ults arrival here 
is commonly referred to that irruption ot fresh 
peoples from Iran or beyond, who founded 
the barbarian Kassite (Aryan) dynastr of 
Babylon; as there is DO reason to believe tbat 
the great plateau of Iran itself was even then 
in much better condition than now to support 
an·indigenous pastoral civilization, it is probable 
that tbis irruption originated further to the north­
east, .. ... . and that it is to be connected, in its 
significance, if not precisely in date, .witb the 
irruption of Aryan-speaking folk into India from 
the same northern reservoir, and with that west­
ward out8ow of the 'tumulus folk' acress tbe 
tlii"eiper, wl1lch broke up the painted-ware 
cqLture of Tripolje and penetrated through 
Galacia imo itohemia, and througb tbe Ba1ken 
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lands into north-west Asia Minor." (Cambri2&e 
Ancient H istory I. p. f07). 

tg~. -E. Mew, Geschichte des Altertums, 
1909. L 2. discussing the original home of \he 
Indo-E/rropeans remarks (p. 800) tbat the 
di scovery of Tocharish (a lapguage spoken 
in north-eastern Afghanistan). a language belong­
ing apparently to the ~m (Western and 
European} group, overtbrows all earlier 
conceptions as to tbe distribution of tbe Iodo­
Germans and gives weight to the hypothesis 
of their Asiatic origin." (tisape and HagdQp, 
Man : Past and Present. p. 441) 
~ne of the principal arguments urged 
against the Central Asian theory is that the 
€ry Central Asian steppes could not find 
subs~tence for a numerous community as the 
proto-Aryans must have been before their 
dispersal. To this it may be said tbat the 
climate of Central Asia and Eastern Persia bas 
undergone a material change for the worse 
even in historical times. Geologists like Blan. 
ford and Vredenburg have proved that the 
rainfall in Central Asia has fallen off greatly 
10 comparatively modern times making vast 
areas un cultivable and practically uninhabi­
table. (Mem. Geal. Survey of India,XXXI pt,' 2~ 
Kion3o is now an almost desert country with 
very scantY rainfall. But Strabo in. tbe !rat 
clilturv B. C. de.scribes it as a fertile aad weJ 1_ . 
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wooded country witb plenty of waters and 
producing everything. Sir Anrel Stein's 
discoveries show bow the various ;;;crenrPlaces 
in, Chinese Turkestan were abandoned OD 

account of the progressive desiccation. during 
the first millenium A. D. 



CHAPTER /I. 

COMING OF THE ARYANS. 

Tbe 'Indo-Aryans of the Rigvedic time, 
though very little acquainted with the country 

beyond the Ganges, which is 
~~!i tJ~: mentioned directly but once in 

the whole Rigveda, are closely 
associated with lands beyond the Indus on tbe 
west. The river Kubha (Greek Copbu) or 
Kahn 1 is mentioned several times, and even 
its small tributary Suvastu (Greek Soastos) 
or mo~ern Swat. Gandhara, which lay to tbe 
west of the Indus, was an integral part of 
Rigvcyic India (Rig I. 126. 7). The Aryans 

'!lad begun to enter into India at a time when 
the regions between the Indus and the heart 
of Persia were still fairly wel1~watered and 
fertile. So it was possible for tbe early invaders 
to come in large numbers and bring with tbem 
their women and cattle over these districts. 
It was an immigration en masse, and when they 
entered tbe Punjab tbey made an almost clean 
sweep of the native races and were able to 
keep their blood co~paratively pure. Hence 
we find even .ro-day in the Punjab I pe9ple whc1 
are iairer, tall&", a.nd with the cephalic, naSfI, 
and orbit~uasal indices more silIlilar 00 t:ertain 

i 
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European races than the people of any other 
part of India. It may seem strange that the 
people of the Punjab, which is the gate of 
Indi~ have been able to retain for thousand s 
ot years their original Aryan type inspite of 
being exposed to countless waves of ' invasion 
by various Taces from the north and west. But 
we are to remember tbat the climate has con~ 

siderably changed in Central Asia, 4fgbanistan. 
and Beluchistan since tbe Aryans first invaded 
India. The rainfaii has greatly fallen off, 
the rivers and streams have slowly dried up, 
and desert claims as its own the once fertile 
lands. It is now not possible for a tribal 
migration across the north-western frontiers 
of India. The road is practically closed except 
to swiftly moving" troops in comparc\tively 
small numbers who can no doubt fight' and 
conquer, but cannot effect any appreciable· 
change in the racial characteristics of the 
people of India. 

According to the late Dr. A. F. R. Hoemle, 
after the first stream or AryaDiDvadersh.ad 

settled in the Punjab a second 
band from Central Asia, find­
ing the usual route by the 

Kabul valley barred, pusbed their way througb 
Gilgbit anl Chitra.. keeping oIose to . ~be 
nocthern mountain~ and entered like a wedge 
into tbet Midland country or Madbvadc!l.ba 



COMING OF THE ARYANS 21" 

(which extended from the Himalayas on the 
north to the Vindhyas on the soutb, and from 
Sirhind in tbe Eastern Punjab on the west 
to the confluence of tbe Ganges and the 
Jumoa on the east). There they split asumler 
the firs~ immigrants, and forced them outwards 
in three directions, to the east, soutb, and 
west. It was among the second group on the 
Saraswati, Jumna, and Ganges that sacerdotal 
rites and" caste system were more fully 
developed, whicb dlstinguish the classical 
Brabmamc from the earher Rigvedic culture. 
Hence we find that the Punjab, though it Was 
the ear liest Aryan settlement in IndIa, was 
In later times regarded as unholy land and the 
people as barbarians. In the Mahabharata the 
Pun1bese are regarded as the offspring of 
Pishachas or demons. On the other hand, 
the land between the Saraswatl and tht 
Drishadvati. Brahmavarta, is described as the 
most sacred, the next in importance ~in~ 

Brahmarshidesha which extended as far the 
confiuence of the Ganges and tbe Jumna (Manu, 
II. 17-19). • 

Hoernle's theory bas received the weighty 
'!!Pgon pf §!T _Gt.9qv; GQu .... ~i.r~rt 

. rualey. and bears the stamp 2!. 
~~ ~ olLcmJ recognition .f tho GovelO" 

. " ment of India. Sir George Grier--
~D, wbo IJ Director of tbe Lioguittio St&ve"t 
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of India possesses a unique knowledge of the 
languages spoken in the different parts of India, 
finds on careful examination that there are 
radical differences between the Western Hin­
du~tani, which is spoken in its purest form in 
tbe Gangetic Doab, in an almost pure form in 
the Eastern Punjab, and in a modified f\lrm 
in Ow.lh, RaJPutana, GUJarat, and Central India, 
and the dialects of the Outer Band, namely, 

• 
Kasbmi.ri, Sind hi, Mahratta, Behari, Bengali, 
Assamese. Oriya, dialects whicb are all more 
closely related to each other tban any of them 
to the language of the Midland. "In fact, at 
an early period of the linguistic history of India 
there must have been two sets of Indo-Aryan 
dialects-one the language of the Midland, and 
tbe other the group of dialects forminlrt tbe 
Outer Band. From this it bas been argued, 
aDd the contention is entire ly borne out by the 
results of tbe ethnologi~al enquiries. that the 
inb~bitants of tbe Mid land represent the latest 
stage of Indo-Aryan immigration." Sir Herbert 
Risley supports thi s theory as otherwise Uit is 
difficult to a'ccount for the marked divergence 
of type that distinguishes tbe people of the 
Eastern Punjab from the people of Western 
lfiodustan. If there had been no second and 
tlii;tinct incursion coming in like a wedge behind 
the eriginal colonists. no such sbarp contrast 
would nor be discernible. One typo would 
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melt into the other by imperceptible gradations. 
and scientific observation and poplliar im­
pressions would not occur, as they do, in affirm­
ing that a marked change takes place som!," 
where about the longitude of Sirhind-a pame 
which i;sel£ preserves the tradition of an ethnic 
frontier. Nor is this the only point in favour 
of Dr. Hoernle's hypothesis. That theory 
further expJains how it is that the Vedic hymns 
contain no reference to the route by which the 
Aryans entered India or to their eariier settle­
ments on the Indus; an. It accounts for the 
antagonism between the eastern and western 
sections and for the fact that the latter were 
regarded as comparative barbarians by the more 
cultured inhabitants of the Middle·land." Q::eQ;­
~IPdii! up, 54-55). 

Mr. «;. V. Vaidy: in his EpiC India seems 
to find in tlie PanJavas and their kinsmen the 
later Aryan immigrantll, and thinks that the 
Kurukshetra war marks the victory of the new­
comers over the old. The custom of polyandry, 
which is represented by Yudbisth\ra as "our 
family custom/' seems to distinguish them from 
the Kurus in whose family there was no such 
practice, and accords very well with tbe hypo­
thesis that the later imuligrants, travelling by a" 
very difficult rouu, could bring w:tb them Ie"; 
.... o~.u, and so had to practise polyandry, Mld 
abp to mingle more freely with tho Iboriginal 
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population tban the earlier conquerors, which 
accounts for such a sudden divergence in physical 
type between the people of the Punjab and 
those of the Gangetic valley. The Pandava 
• brothers, too, had little distaste for marriage , 

witb girl s of the aboriginal race~ Rakshasa or 
Naga. 

Hoernle's tbeory, however, has not passed 
. unchallenged. Prof. R~ps9.n writing 

H~!.,.~tIOI"J in the Cambridge History of India 
crabe_. . .. 

I (p. 45) observes, IIThls theory IS 

made improbable by the physical difficulties of 
the route suggested, and some of the arguments 
adduced in its favour are demonstrably mistaken. 
There is no such break of continuity between 
the tribes of tbe Rigveda and the peoples of the 
later literature as it presupposes . ... . .... ,.Both 
of the facts mentioned above-the abrupt transi­
tion from the Indo-Aryan to the Aryo-Dravidian. 
type, and the extension of Aryan influence from 
Brabmavarta to Brahmarshidesha-are best un­
derstood if we remember the natural feature 
whicb connects the plain of the Indus with the 
plain of the Ganges. This is the strait of habitable 
land which Jies between the desert and tbe 
mountains. Its historical significance bas al­
"teady heen noticed. It is in thili strait that the 
~ecisive hatttes, on which the fate of ladia .bas­
d~nded) have been fought; and bere too we .aT 
soppose 'that tbe pro~e8S of racial IIILIipatiQlll 



COMING OF THE AR. VANS 31 

from the Dortb·west in prehistoric times must 
have been checked. Both politically and ethno­
graphically it forms a natural boundary. In the 
age of the Rigveda tbe Aryans had not broken • 
through the barner, tbough tbe J umna is men· • tioned in a hymn (VlI.18.19) in sucb a way as 
to mdicate that a battle had heen won on its 
banks. It was only at some later date that the 
country beti'Veen the Upper Jumna and Ganges 
and the district of Delhi were occupied ....... Tbe 
~och of Indo--Aryan tribal migration was deli· 
nitely closed. It was succeeded by tbe epoch 
of Indo·Aryan colonisation." 

Prof. _9bar;W& in his Indo--Aryan Races 
tries [0 demolish 1foernle's tbeory and set 

Cl.ucta' TIl up a theory of his own. "To I eo".. explain the peculiar position of 
tbe mixed or intermediate Indo-Aryan lan ... 

. guages, Grierson assumes that the population 
and power of the Midland increased and its 
armies and its settlers carried its language ,to 
the Eastern Punjab, Gujarat, and Oudb. But 
tbe Vedic, the Pali-Buddhist, and Pauranic 
literatures preserve no tradition relating to 
tbe conquest and annexation of U sinara on 
the onc .hand, Kosala and Kasi on the'othert 

by the Kurus) Pancbalas. Mats:r.u or Vasa&:. 
Ac~ording to the Aitareya Brabma~a (VIII. 14" 
whiie the kings (rajas) of tbe Middle 'touniry 
-ofUsinara, Kuru, Pancbala, and vtsa-were ' , 
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consecrated to j'lringdom" (rajyaya), in the 
eastern country (prachyam disi) the rulers 
(rajas) of the eastern peoples-of the Kosalas 
and Videhas-were consecrated to empire , 
(samrajyaya). This seems to indicate that at the 
time of the composition of this B'rahmana 
the rulers of the East were much more 
powerful than the rulers of the Middle COUritry. 
The dynasties and clans that .held sway 
contemporaneously in the Middle and Outer 
countries of Northern India according to the 
Brabmanas and the Upanishads survived down 
to a~out a century after Buddha. . .. The tide 
of conquest, when it started, started not from 
the west but from the east-from Magadha," 
by tbe Sisunagas, the Nandas, the Mauryas, 
and the Guptas. lilt was not, therefor,. the 
conquering annies of the Midland, but the 
armies and settlers from Magadba and oth~r. 

Outer countries tbat carried their languages 
to· Oudb and otber places where mixed 
languages are now spoken." After thus 
criticising the tbeory of Hoemle and Grierson 
Chanda goes on to propound a new theory, 
according to which later Aryan invaders of 
the t-!achycephalic Celtic type finding the 

. teater part of Upper Hindustan in possession 
of tbe dOlicbocepbalic Vedic Aryans found 
tbsr way some to tbe lower Gangetic piain 
across tife tableland of Central India, and 
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some into the Kathiwar P.eninsula and the 
Deccan, tbus occupying the Outer countries 
from Kasbmir to BengaL This tbeory, however, 
as Barnett remarks, seems on the whole l~ 
pwb:t;ie'tban the other. It does not accouht -for the· predominance of long-bead in the 
Punjab, the change of head-form towards 
broadness from the Punjab to the Gangetic 
valley, and the gradual, not sharp. change in 

• head-form and nose-shape from the J umna to 
the lower Gangetic valley, and also for the 
anthropometric dtversities between the peoples 
of Kashmir, the Punpb, Sind, GUJarat, Maha¥ 
rastra, and Bengal, though they are said to 
belong to one race. 

The problem of a second Invasion still 
remai'1 a puzzle. It is not unlikely that the 
L d I • lodo-Aryans did oat come all at 
~OD D"'"0D 
• Theory not one lime and by ooe route only. 

DeceMUJ'. Some seem to find evidences in 
the Rigveda of the tribes Yadu and Turvasba 
coming by sea. We are told in Rig. VI. 20. 12, 

"0 bero (Indra), thou broughtest in safety 
over the sea (samudra) Turvasha and Yadu," 
though the word samudra is interpreted by many 
scholars as meaning not sea but a ~ss. of 
waters. only. But it is almost impossib'R,o te­
disentang~ the descendants of tlte later immi. 
gradh, if any, from those of the earlier j.n tie 
greater part of the country. In .order to 
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fin4 an expl=on. for the cultural differ$nce 
between the peoples of the Inner and Quter 
Bands we have a clue in some Epic and 
~uranic na<ittions. The AnuJ, one of the 
Rlgvedic tribes living in the Pun"jab, are said to 
have been divided into bro bran,£hes, • one the 
Usin,JPs wIth their offshoots, the Yaudheyas, 
KeJraya:>, Madraka!>, Sivis, Sauviras and others, 
ruling in the Punjab and Sind, and the other , 
the Tit~us under the sons of Bali ruling 
over Bengal, East Behar, and Onssa (Ang.!, 
Vanga, Kalinga, Pundra, Suhma). Or in other 
words, the Aryan conquerors of Eastern India 
came mostly from the Punpband not the Midland 
country. The differences in physical. type 
between the Punjab and the Eastern countries 
are not so unusual as to be incapable of, being 
explained by the ordinary effect of Dravidian 
and Mongolian influences upon a thinning stream 
of Aryan conquerors. In Northern India, I 
ayee with Risley that the tendency towards 
broad-head was tbe result not so much of 
tbe immigration of brachycephalic Aryan 
tribes as of the admixture of Mongolian 
blood, which becomes more pronounced 
as on~oes farther to the east. The statement 
of roe late Dr. Smith, even if we dp not 
~ee with I:!.im as regards tbe extraction of 
the SaJ..'"Yas and the Lichcbhavis, seems true • • 
that the "Mopg,o~~m.AUl-p!ayed,J! Plf')Jj8 
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i~portant .eEt in I:i0r,th,ern.!wUa than IS 

generalTy realised. Besides the cephalic and 
nasal indices, a blue patch in the lower sacral 
region of the new born, which is characteriltic 
of the South Mongol races (Keane and Haddon, 
Man I'ast and Present p. 164), betrays Mon­
golian strain in many a chi ld even among the 
tngher classes in the lower Gangetic valley. 
lrhe differeJlces in language between the Midland 
group and the Outer group can be easily ex­
plained it we remember that the Brahmanic ,. 
literatu&;.e and institutions as distinguished from 
the Rigvedlc ~w .. ~ in the ~~!:!l:f.a.Q&hala 
country, while the peopl~llefi"unjab remai ned 
back~ard or primitive. So there were two types 
of culture-the older of the Punjab and the 
later/of t he Midland. It is the former type 
which with the Anus spread to Eastern India 

,and with the Yadus to the Deccan. Later the 
Midland culture began to conquer its way to 
the west through Malwa, Rajputana,andGujarat, 
while on the east, in Videha, Kasi, and Oudh, 
it somewhat receded before the conquering 
armies of Southern and Eastern Behar. 

The oniy case which still baJfles the 
anthropologists is tbe Mahratta people with -their broad beads. The modern 

pure Dravidians are· long-heade3, 
and the Vedic Aryans lto tre. 

believed to have been loo2-beaded. anti so also 
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are. the Pre--Dr.lVidian Munda and Man-Khmer 
races. How then to account for tbe broad 
head of the Mahratta? According to Chanda 
the second stream of Aryan people who 
encircled the firs t group on three sides belonged 
to the brachycephalic Celtic type. WIthout 
going so far as to assu me a ring of cognate 
races Ldonging to one type from one end of 
India to the other, we call agree, with him 
in the assumption that a tribe of Aryans of the 
Celtic type came and se ttled in the Mabratta 
districts only. At least thi s is more probable than 
;tlisley's theory of Scytho-Dravldian origin 
of the Mahratta people because it seems 
unlikely that the Scythian invaders could' come 
through th@ dreary north-western frontIer .., 
and through the Punjab, Malwa, Guja\at to 
the Mahratta country in such large numbers 
as to be able to strongly influence the ethnic 
characteristics of the vast Aryo-Dravidian 
population already settled there i or than Dr. 
Barnett's too bold assumptlOn (Antiquities of 
\wiia P ;ij) that "the Dravidian bl:;;(f v!lllisred 
in that ot the old native stocks (Munda and 
Mon-kh~er races) in most districts, but preserved 
some of its old characteristics in the 
MantiUa country (traditionally Dravidian)." 

• If we remember that broad-headed Aryan-
sp~kint peoples are to be found in Persia 
and Afghwistan and that tbere was frequent 
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intercourse between the Persian Gulf and .tbe 
western coasts of India even in prehistoric times, 
it is not difficult to conceive of a migration 
of broad-headed tribes, either Aryan of the 
Celtic type, or mixed Aryan and South 
Semitic;' or Aryanised aborigines, from Iran 
to Western India (like that of the Parsees 
in historical times) a t a time when the native 
Dravidian p opulation was not very dense and 
whell the Vedic Aryans had not extended 
their influence beyond the Nerbudda. So 
when the latter came and imposed their culture, 
the population had already received an indelible 
stamp of the brachycephalic type, which was 
kept a~ive by tbe likely influx of small groups 
from the Persian Gulf from time to time 
m tbi wake of commerce and colonisation. 
So instead of the name Scytbo-DraVldian given 

• by Risley we may call the Mahratta type 
Irano-Dravidian.~ According to most scholars, 

.. " Overlooking later Mongol().. Turkt encroachments, a 
general survey will, I think, sbow that from the earhest times 
the whole of this region Urania) has formed part of the Cauca­
sic domain; that the bulk or the indigenous populations must 
have helonged to the dark, round-beaded Alpine' type; that 
these, ~tm found in compact masses in many places, were 
apparent}y conquered, hut certainly Aryanill'd in speecb';"'in 
very remote prehistoric times by long.heade<t blond Aryans « 
the bank and Galchlc branches, who arrived in !arg\llUmben 
from the contiguous Eurasian IOleppc, mingled gent1l11y 'itb . 
the brachy aborigines, but also kept aloor in .ev&-ai districts, 
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ineluding Grierson and Rapson, the Pishacha 
languages in tbe north-western frontier districts 
were evolved through contact between the Indo­
Aryan and Iranian languages. It is well-known 
that at one time one form of Pishacha language 

c 
prevailed in the Mabratta country, which too 
lends colour to the hypothesis of Iraman element 
ill the Mabratta blood. Again, the name Ratti­
kas 0 1'" Rattas of the people of the cOo'wtl'"y which 
was in use at least as early as the time of Asoka 
sounds very similar to tbat of the warrior . class 
of I ran, Ratbaesthas. 

where they stilt survive with more or less modified proto· 
Aryan features ....... Both I ranic and Galchic are thu~ rather 
linguistic than ethnic terms, and ~o true is this that a philo­
logist always knows what is meant by an Iranic language, 
wbile the anthropologist is unable to define or form a\y clear 
conception of an Iranian, who may be either of long-headed 
Nordic or round-headed Alpine type," (Keane and Haddon, .. 
Man Past and l'resent pp. 54 l-54:Z). 

According to F. v. Luschan (The Early I nhabitants of 
Asta), the primitive people of Western Asia were brachrce­
phalic and dark. 

Seligman (The Physical Characters of the Arabs) has shown 
that the Semites of Southern Arabia are predominantly 
bracbycephpic, the cephalic index ranging from 7' to 92, with 
an average of about S2. 



CHAPTER III. 

DATE OF INDO-ARYAN INVASIONS_. 

In or'aer to construct a workable chronology 
of the Vedic period we must first ascertain 

D f P 
.. the approximate dates of tbe 

ate 0 aDllU. I b d . P .. d • ce e rate grammanan amm, an 
of the adoption of writing for the expression of 
the Sanskrit langnage We know definitely that 
Patanjali, the great commentator on Panini's 
gramma'l-, lived in the middle of the ~'l.d.century 
~ Between Patanjali and Katyayanat the 
great hitic commentator, there arose a large 
number of grammarians, authors of Varttikas 
and Klikas, s11c h as Bharadvajiyas, Saunagas 
and otbers, who have been noticed in Patan­
iali's book, and hence we may reasonably put 
Katx.m,..na two centuries earlier, in tbe middle 
of the 4th ceptury B. C. Now tbat is exactly 
the'" time assigned to Katyayana by Indian 
tradition according to wbich be was minister to 
a Nanda king.- We cannot, bowever, accept 

.. Mr. Jayaswal (Indian Antiquary XLVII p. 138) leern, to 
find in Katyayana', note Sa~pa"tAivadi1Ulmu}lnank")'a"a". 
00 Paniw II. J, 60. a reference to tlJc ArtIlcidae kings 'i 
Parth~ and !O assigns Katyayana to the latter half of the 
third ~Dtury B.C. But if the word Sab hera 'II'U~to 
denote a race, PataDjali, who from IW dale was texpocted to 
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tbe· story of tbe Katbasaritsagara, written in the 
12tb century A. D., ab~ the defeat of Panini 
by Katyayana, except as an allegory to describe 
thf extremely learned and destructive criticism 
of Katyayana's Varttikas upon Panini's book. , 
Against that tradition may be set another in 
the recently discovered drama Padmapravritakam 
by Sud;;:a, which contains a character, Katya· 
yana, wnlch is evidently a caricaloUre of the 
famous grammaria n, and makes him a con­
temporary not of Panini, but of a descendant of 
bis. That P anini was anterior to, and not a 
contemporary of, Katyayana is indicated by 
Patanjali's reference of Panini as a Rishi, who 
"sees" (pashyati) i. e., to whom is revealed a 
particular rule, as distinguished from what 
otbers like Katyayana "say" (baks~ati). 
Secondly, had they been contemporaries. Panini's 
Sutras, about half of which had been attacked bY' 
Katyayana, could not have survived the very 
learned and bitter criticism of the rival, and 
gained universal fame as the greatest. authority 
in grammar. uHow could India," Goldstucker -
be more acquainted with the Sakas, cowd not have explained 
it as Salr.abhojl. vegetable.eating and Bhattoji Dibhit as 
Sabpriya. fond of power. H, however, the word ~a must 

. hi] made to dend.e a proper name, tbere is no necessity to 
go to Pe~ia, as Salr.a was quite a common name among tbe 
.Vet.ic I~.iianl. e. g., Sahdasa Bbaditayana or the Vam .. 

"R ... htn ..... ~k.".n. "f X.lh"k. Mmhil. 
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observes, "resound with the fame of a work 
which was so imperfect as to contain at least 
IO.OOO inaccuracies, omissions. and mistakes 
(as pointed out by Katyayana) ? ......... lfhe bad 
bungle~ along, as he must appear to have done, 
had he been a contemporary of Katyayana,­
not he, but the author of the Varttikas, would 
have been the inspired Rishi and the reputed 
father of tbe Vyakarana." This perplexity 
vanishes if we assume that Paninj and Katyayana 
~longed to different periods, and that the 

supposed mistakes or omissions were not really so, 
but were due to the fact that many grammatical 
forms and words and meanings of words which • 
were current in the time of Panini had become 
obsole!; or incorrect in the time of Katyayana, 
and tl!t words and grammatical forms unknown 
to Panini had come into use in the time of his 
·critic. The omission of Panioi to deal with 
such peculiar words as Pandya, Chola, Kera'a, 
which necessitated the making of supplementary 
rules by Katyayana, can only be explained ,by 
the assumption that in Panini's time the Indo,,: 
Aryans had not come into touch with Southern 
India. Thirdly, some Karikas and Paribhashas 
can be traced io the work of Patanjali which 
had bien writtltD before tbe time df Katyayanll 
but cenainly after tbat of Panini. Fourtb1tthelc 
is an indircct reference to Panini being.reganied. 
a. of distant past in Katyay.na's Varttika 
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7ttlyallalalva! on Pacin i's rule Puranaprokleshu 
lJ,.ahmanakalpeshu (IV. 3. 105), Under these 
cir~umstances it is not unreasonable to place 
Panini a century and a half earher than Katya-
~. e. in about Tbi~ date is 
not in Panini's 
book to Yavanani or Greek writing (lV. I. 49) 
and to female Srfl.!,l1anas. probably Buddhist nuns 
(II. I. 70), the Gandhara country lraving been 
conquered in about 516 B. C. by .E.~ti!!s with the 
aid of Gre~.k o!!i~ers like Sky lax from Ionia and 
and Caria, and Gautama Buddha having passed 
away about 543 B. C. (Smith, The Oxford 
History of India, p. 48). Goldstucker's ar,~ument 

for referring Panihi to a date before Buddha 
on the strength of Nt'rv4110 vale (VIII. 2. 50) 
is not conclusive because P anini eitbe~ dealt 
with the root meaning of the word nirvana 
witbout caring for technical meanings, or more 
probably deliberately ignored Buddhism. 
"Doubtless this (Yavanani) means Greek (Ionian) 
writing, but it does not necessarily follow that 
the word dates from after the invasion of 
Alexan~er. Indeed the probability seems to 
me against this bf:ing the case. For it is 
certainly remarkable that Ionian should be 
the name given to the Greeks if first made 
known. to India througb tbe invasion of 

"Aledhder, whose army was certainly in no , 
conceivable sense Ionian," On the otber 
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band, we know that, the Persians under Cyrus 
came into touch first with the Ionian Greeks 
after the fall of Croesus (546 B. C.), and tbat 
the first Greek resistance to Darius came 
from the Ionians who burned Sardis about 
500 B. ~. "If it is borne in mind that ,Pani&i 
was a native of.~ndhaa according to Hiuen 
Tsang, a view confirmed by the references in 
his grammar;. it will not seem far-fetched to 
consider that it was most probably from the 
older tradition that tbe name Yavanani was 
derived." Aranyaka, p. 23.). 

writing. was introduced 
into B. C. liThe palaeo­

Writiq~ IHi •.. graphical evidence of the Asoka 
inscriptions clearly shows that 

writinF/was no recent invention in the tbird 
century B. C., for the most of the letters 
.have several, often very divergent forms, 
sometimes as many as nine or ten. A consi· 
derable length of time was, moreover, needt:d 
to elaborate from the twenty-two borrowed 
Semitic symbols the full Brahmi alphabet of 
forty-six letters. This complete alphabet, 
which was evidently worked out by' learned 
Brahmins on phonetic principles, must have 
existed by 500 B. C. according to the strong 

I '. arglUIlents adduced by Prof. Buhler. Thl~ 

is the alphabet which is recognised in jpnini's 
great Sanskrit grammar." (Macdonell, Sanskrit 
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Lite!3ture, pp. 16, 17). Aga~, the manner 
of As:>ka's address to the people direct, 
the employment of local dialects in his 
inscriptions, and the locations of the inscrip~ 
tio'ls, all indicate a wide~spread literacy of 
the people in the third century' B. C., 
a thing impossible of attainment in such 
a va!>t country as India in less than five 
centuries. Further, we know that the Kha~ti 
S9'}pt had been a product of Darius"conquest of 
the Indus valley at the end of the sixth century 
B. C. If by that time tbe Brabmi script bad 
not been fully dc:veloped in India the Kharosti 
script must have spread widely over the country 
instead of remaining confined to the Fersian 
province only. All these prove that writing 
must have heen adopted for the expres~on of 
the Sanskrit language in the 8th cen tury B. ~. 

at the latest. 
Every student of the V edic literature knows 

tb~t it is divided into two pans-the earlier 
part, the Sruti or revealed litera~ 

v_~~OItI of e. ture consisting of the four Vedas 
._......... " I"th 

and the Brahmanas IDC udmg e 
Aranyakas and the Upanishads j and the later 
part, tbe Smriti or literature based on tradition, 
written in the form of Sutras, the most impor­

. f,mt of wbjc~ are tbe six Vedangas. Again 
th( Srttj literature falls into three clearly sun-
'dered greups-(I) the original Vedic bymns, 
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the bulk of which a-rc to be found co11eeted in 
the Rigveda; (2) the later compilations and 
classifications of the hymns as in the three other 
Vedas, and the elaborate commentaries on the 
Vedic hymns to explain the mutual relation- of 
the sacltd text and the ceremonial, especially 
in connection with the great sacrifices, as in the 
Brabmanas proper; (3) the development of the 
philosophical ideas as in the Aranyakas and the 
Upanishad;, which generally come at the end 
of the Brabmanas. From an examination of 
language and thought too we find that the 
Upanisbads generally succeeded the Aranyakas, 
which in their turn succeeded the Brahmanas 
prope,. Of course a clear hue of demarcation 
is not possible between the period of the Brah· 
mana~land the period of the Aranyakas and U pa· 
nishads, and there are instances of a Brahmana, 

. or parts of a Brahmana. being a later produc­
tion than many of the Aranyakas and Upanishads. 
But these are exceptions, which do not nullify 
the general tbree-fold divisions of tbe Brahmana 
period. 

The Sutras presuppose the existence of the 
Brahmanas, whose complicated system' of thea­
Satn Period. logy and ceremonial they sougbt 

to simplify. The dogmas and be­
lief!emhodied in the Sutras and tbeir languaie' 
which stands midway between the Jlfguage 
of the Brahmanu and the c1assica" San.o;t 
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pTOV.e their continuity without any break from 
the Brahmana literature. Max Muller and his 
followers including Macdone~ Keith fix 
B. C. 600 to 200 for th7~u!b perioi:1~ But 
tb ·b··b·'"·· ..... ~tb bdbkb It e egmrung mus e pus e ac y at eas 
t~uries. (!). The Sutras in th~ir com­
position show a fr~edQ.m which is hardly con­
ceivable after the period of Panini, and so a 
great many of them must have been, composed 
and the literature standardised befor~ 500 B. c. 
(2). The Sutras in their inception were intended 
to satisfy the needs of a system of ora I instruc­
tion in all branches of knowledge, and in their 
form point to an origin at a period when wri!!rag 
was oot koown, i.e. before the 8tb cenlury'S. C. 
(3). -The sritra style bad -heen so long estab­
li shed in the country and so possessel the 
minds of the literary classes that the early: 
Buddhist wnlers in the 5th century B. C. could. 
not get rid of it, but made a useless imitation of 
thii style in their books, sometimes with ludi­
crous effect. (4). Between Panioi and Yaska, 
tbe famous author of Nirukta, there must be an 
~nterval of atleast two hundred years if we 
take into account tbe great changes in language 
and the great development of grammar wbich 
bad taken pl~ce, and tbe considerable n~ber 
0\ important grammarians who had arisen du'Ong 
ths intt'?-'cning period. On no accouDt, there­
fore, we tao put Ya~a later tbaD 700 B. C. 
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And Yaska's book is not certainly the earliest 
work of the Sutra period, Thus the beginnings 
of tile Sutra period may be reasonably dated 
ahout 800 B. C. • This date, B. C. 800, may then be taken 
as mark~ng the end of the Brahmana period, 

which preceded the Sutra period. 
SF-:- That this is a fair .estim~te can be 

judged from a conSIderatIOn of the 
relations between the philosophical doctrines 
of Gautama Buddha, of the Sankhya school 
and of the U panishads (~, Ait. Aranyaka, 
pp. 47-49). Gautama Budd"ha'" flourished in the 
6th century B. C. His teachings presuppose 
the S!tnkhya school of philosophy. "It is 
'1 thin} correct to assume that these doc­
trines are descended from a Sankhya view 
of existence which fell into pessimism by its 
'unsatisfactory dualistic metaphysics. However 
open to criticism Jacobi's detailed derivation 
of the doctrines of Buddhism from the Sankbya 
may be, yet it is clear that it was from the 
Sankhya that Buddhism derived its theory of 
the soulless entity which yet goes throng"'" 
transmigration" (Keith). The Sankbya doc­
trines are to a great extent criticisms on and 
supplements to the Upanish,d doctrine~ . 
andfsbowa more developed thought than the 
latter. The development of Sankbpmilbt. 
have begun in the 8th c,cntury B. e., a"Dd it 
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is therefore that we do not meet with any 
but indirect mention of the Sankhya system 
in the Upanishads, and that also in the latest 
ones. Buddhist tradition too allows a respec-

• table distance of time between Kapila, the 
founder of the Sankhya system, and Gautama 
Buddha. Moreover, as the beginnings of the 
Sutra writing are anterior to Panini and as 
the language of the U panisha{\s is more 
archaic than even the language of the Sutras, 
the end of the Brahmana period may he 
believed to be about three hundred years 
before Panini's time. Again, the Brahmanas, 
the Aranyakas, and the Upanishads betray 
not the slightest tra ce of any knowletlge of 
writing. and must, therefore. belong to a period 
before 800 B. C. Some of the U pa\ishads 
like the Maitrayaniya may be of later date, 
but the bulk of them were composed before' 
800 B. C . 

. If we calculate back the length of the 
Brahmana period from 800 B. C. we can arrive 
at the beginning of the Brahmana period and 
.the end of the Mantra or hymn period. The 
immense mass of Brahmana literature extant, 
which again is only a fraction of what has been 
lost, as appe¥s from the numerous Dames and 
quotations from Brahmanas unknown t\> us 
oacurif.'t in works extant; the number of stages 
which aftI clearly perceptible in the domain of 
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thought spreading over the Brabmanas, the 
Aranyakas and the Upanishads; the rise of so 
many different schools of tbought and ritualism; 
and the endless genealogical lists of teacbers 

• can hardly be accommodated within a space of 
less than' five or six hundred years. This 
estimate will appear not hberal if we take into 
consideration the fact that the Brahmana litera~ 
ture repreSj:nts a period of intellectual 
decadence after the creative energies of the 
Indo-Aryan mind had exhausted themselves by 
the end of the hymn period, and that. therefore, 
the progress af thought was comparatively slow. 
Besides, we know that in ritualism and pht-
10sophY" a people, unless subjected to strong 
external influences, makes progress at a much 
slower 'ate than in other fields of literary 
actIvIty. Again, as Winternitz Justly observes, 
". wriuen literature can develop in a shorter 
time than one that is only handed down by word 
of mouth, when each single text requires genera~ 
tions of teachers and disciples in order to be 
preserved at al\." So the estimate of two or 
three hundred years for the Brabmana period 
made by Max Muller, Keith and others does 
not seem reilsonable. Indeed, Max Muller 
himself admits that "the chronoJo,gical limits 
assi~d to the Sutra and Brabmana periods' 
will seem to most Sanskrit scholars too.a-vrow 
rather than too wide." AU these conadleratiou 
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may well lead us to find the beginning of the 
Aranyaka compositions at about 1200 B. C. and 
·that of the Upanishad at 1000 B.C. 

That the above estimate is nearer the mark 
• is proved by the absence of any mention of the 

epoch-making Kurukshetr3 war, of the Pandavas, 
the beroes of the Mahabharata, and of Arjuna, 
except as meaning the god IndIa, in the Brah­
manas, which indicates their cOlJlposition, at 
least of the bulk of them,before the Kurukshetra 
war, which, according to the calculation of Mr. 
Pargiter from Pauranic genealogical lists, took 
place about the middle of the loth century 
B. C. Moreover, according to the Puranas, there 
is the space of JOSo years between Mal:r.tpadma 
Nanda (about 400 B.C.) and Parikshil (Pargiter, 
K,!li Age! p. 58)! and if we assume the ~tter to 
be Parikshit t; who is mentioned in the Atharva­
veda! Aitareya Brahmana and Satapatha Brab­
mana, instead of Pankshit II, the grandson of 

t 

Arjuna, we reach the 15th century B.C. for the 
beginning of the Brabmana period.· 

• Dhritarastra of the Brahmanas was not Identical with 
Dhritarutra, the ancestor of the Kuru-Pandavas, the former 
being a king of Kui who was defeated by the Kurus- Simi­
larly, Parikshlt and }anamejaya of the Brabmanas were the 

,ancestors and Mt descendants or the Pandavas. The identifica· 
tion of the Vedic Parikshi[ with tbe son of Abhimany~ (Poll­
tPeal ~ of Allcicntirnlia) by Ptof. l!: C. Ray Cbgudbwy, 
whkb lo_ap.illlt the 6ndillJI of Macdonell and Keith (Vedic 
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"Another and, at first sight, more promising 
attempt has made to fix a date from internal 
evidence. It has been argued by :laGOhi on 
the strength of two hymns in the Rigveda that 

• 
Index,Vol.,I. p. 494) and or PargitertAncient I ndian Historical 
Tradition, p. 1L4), does not seem probable. The Vishupur&na 
(IV. 20. I.) makes the four brothers, Janamejaya, Sru tasena, 
Ugrasena, Bhimasefla, sons of Parikshit I and ancestors of the 
Pandavas. It \iI always risky to attempt the identification of 
kings or the fixing of their dates from an examination of tbeir 
teacher.priest!:; ' names. Identity of names does not necessari­

ly imply identity of persons. Different perSOns of the same 
name but living in different times were often confused in bter 
I'I'ritings. Besides, there could not be want of motives in later 
times on the part of the aulhors belonging to rival familie9 
and schools to a&-5oeiate a certain teacher-priest with a famous 
king of old so as to enhance ti,e pres tige of a particular priest­
ly family,r a particular school, and to ascribe the authorship 
of well-known doctrines and theories to panicular persons 
which might shed lustre upon their descendants or disciples, 
'l'he Vamsas or genealogies of teachers, from which Prof. Ray 
Choudhury draws his materials, were often composed long 
after the actual composition of the books in which they arc 
in:::luded. The commentators never enter into any expllina­
tion of these Vamsas, as doubt less they regarded them u 

later and not very reliahle writings. The Vamsa appended 
at the close of the tenth book of Satapatha Brahmana diffelC 
from the general Vamsa of the entire Brahmana lit the close 
of the fourteenth book in not referring the work to Yajna­
,alkya, but to Sandilya and Turn Kavasheya. In the Khila­
lr.anda of the Brihad Annyaka Upanishad. Uddalaka is rs-. 
presented as the teacher 01 Vajna,allr.ya, while in the Yajna­
Yalkyakanda Uddalab is tTeated with as lcaDt CfY"5lC'ythy - . Yajnavalltra AI i, shown to the other BrahmiDalt1l'bo are put 
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tbe.year then began witb the summer solstice, 
and that at that solstice the sun was in con~ 

to silence by the hero of the book, and there is not the slight. 
est indication that one ,,·as the pupil of the other. 

'An excellelJt instance of the confusion whi(;h ari~c~ [rom 
tbe identity of names may be ciled. "One Sub hat\.a daughter 
Kltn or Kjrt,i, who married Anuha king of South Panchaia 
and was mother of king Brahmadatta. The other was Vyasa's 
lOn, far later. Il will be shown in chapter XIII that Brahma· 
datta was a contemporary of the Kaurava kin~ Pratipa, and 
tb.at his great great grandson Janamejaya was a contemporary 
of hatipa's great grandson Bhisma and of Prsata (Drupada's 
father). Bhisma was of about the same age as Satyavat i, tbe 
maiden mother of Vyasa, for he was a youth when his fatber 
married young Satyavati; hence Vyasa was younger than 
Bhisma, and his son Sub was therefore at least a generation 
later. From Brabmadatta's grandfather Sitka down t. Vyasa's 
son Sub there were thcrefor~ somt: SiX generations. The 
tsatriya genealogies and tradItions keep the two Suka\ distinct, 
but the brahmanical vamsas in their attempt to construct 
Vyasa's fam ily identify the two, give VI·asa's son Sub a 
daughter Kirtimati, s:l.y she was Anuha's queen and Brahma. 
datta's mother, and so make Drahmadatta great grandson of 
Vyaloll., thus misplacing Anuh:l. and Drahno3daUa from thtir 
truf, position to one some six generations later." (Pargiter, Anc. 
Ind. Hist. Trad, pp 64..(;5). There are numerous instances to 
show that persons who were widely separated in time are 

....kought together us contemporaries in later writings. The 
Santiparva Sltys that Bhisma learnt dharma from among others 
Bhargava Chyavana, and Rama Jamadagnya, as if these three 
lived in the same age. According to Pargiter, there were 
... vera] Yajnavalkyas, Jaiminis and Vaisampayanas (Ibid, 
Chapter XXVII ). So it is dIfficult to fix the chronOlogical 
posMion.v king from his association wilh the name of 
a particular sq:e, unless there arc corroborative evidences. 
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junction with the lunar mansion Phalguni. 
Now the later astronomy shows that the lunar 
mansions were, in the sixth century A. D., 
arranged so as to begin for purposes of reckoning 
with that called Acvini, because at the verdal 
equinox at that date tbe sun was in conjunction 
with the star Piscium. Given this datum, the 
precession of the equinoxes allows us to cal­
culate that the beginning of the year with the 
summer so!;tice in Pbalguni took place about 

! 4000 lB. C ...... . It (the argument) rests upon 
~holly improbable assumptions, first that 

the hymns really assert that the year began 
at the summer solstice, and, second, that the sun 
was then brought into any connexion at all witb 
the Nakshatras, for whIch there is no evidence 
whatev~r. The Nakshatras are, as their name 
indicates and as all the evidence of the later 
;5amhitas shows,lunar mansions pure and simple" 
(Cambridge History of India I, pp. II I-I 12). 

But more definite is a notice in the Kaushitaki 
Brahman~ . (XIX. 3), which is repeateri~tbe 
Jyotisba, that the winter solstice took place at 
tbe new moon in Magha. Though scholars are 
Dot all agreed in accepting the assnmptions 
involved (Keith, Rigveda Brahmanas Transla'ted, 
p. 49), the objections are not as strong as in the 
previous case, and we may with some justificatiorl . 
accept the results obtained from this datulP. 

t ... 
The results, however, vary from 139(to .H8J 
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B. C., and fit in with our estimate of tbe Brab­
mana period. The cumulative effect of all 
the above considerations is practically decisive 
of a date for the beginning of the Brahmana 
peiiod about the middle of the second 
millenium B. C .• 

Max Muller assigns 400 years to the com­
position and compilation of the Samhitas, 
Rirt"edic P . d. "under the supposition Jbat during 

eno the early periods of history, the 
growth of the human mind was more luxuriant 
than in later times, and that the layers of thought 
were framed less slowly in the primary than 
in the tertiary ages of the world".1' This 
is no doubt an underestimate, and consi~ering 
the great variety of the contents of the Rigveda, 
which again is only a small remnant ol-a vast 

*Keith (Aitareya Annyaka, pp. 31 seq) argues from work 
to work, taking the lower limit in each case-"Panini, who' 
cannot well be dated later than 300 B. c.," "Yuh, who can 
hardly be brought down lower than S5o-500 B.C.," and so 
on. But he does not assign any reason why these dates can 
not be pushed back by two centuries. Again, he fixes the 
date of the J\itareya Aranyaka as between 100 and 600 B. C., 
and admits .~bat the "upper date may perhaps be pushed 
further hack" (p. 5oh.yet be sticks to the lower date. 

l' Thu Max Muller himself chronology as 
tentative is expressed in his 
~ (1890) where be says: • 
well!! co~d .1000 or 1500 or :000 
power OD earab will ever determine." 
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hymn literature most of which bas been irre­
trievably lost, the perceptible changes in 
language which had taken place during the 
hymn period, distinguishing the earlier f\om 
the later strata of hymns, tbe references in tbe 
RigveM itself to "sages of olden times" and 
"old hymns being clothed in newer garbs," 
"hymns composed in the 011\ way," the period 
of composltion alone of the Rigvedic hymns 
must have extended over many centuries and 
may be fixed from 2000 to 1400 B. C. One 
of the reasons of Max Muller for adopting a 
later date for the Rigvedic period is tbat he 
observes a coincidence in language between 
the Vedic hymns and the Avestan Gathas 
simi lar to that between the Homeric Greek 
and tlfe Classical Greek, and be dates the Gatbas 
from the sixth century B. C. But tbe difficulty 

, is that there is yet no agreement among scholars 
about the date of the earliest Gatbas. Accord­
ing to Dr. Moulton, lithe traditional date .(of 
Zoroaster, 660-583 B. C.) is a minimum, but 
there are strong reasons for placing Zarathustra 
and his Gathas some generations earlier still." 
Again, tbe comparison between the de~elopment 
of language from the Vedic hymns to tbe . 
Gatbas and that from the Homeric Greek to 
Classical Greek is not fair. Tbe period . ro' 
question is tbe most eventful in the .hittor:r of 
Greece, when the r.lpid political and (J:)mm~cial 
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growth of the Greeks exercised a great influence 
upon ~he development of their language, aDd 
conditions were certainly different in India and 
Persia. And even at the same time Attic Greek 
was further from the primitive Hellenic language 
than Doric or Aeolic. The changes o(literary 
Greek from the Attic days down to the present 
day have been much less rapid. In any case, 
it is to be feared that we attain fmm such a 
comparison no result of value for Vedic 
chronology. 

"We do not hesitate to assign the composi. 
tion of the bulk of the Brah manas to the years 
1400.1200 B. C., for the Samhita we require a 
period of at least 500-600 years with an interval 
of about two hundred years between thr end 
of the proper Brahmana period. Thus we obtain 
for the bulk of the Samhita the space from 
J400-2ooo. If we consider the completely 
authenticated antiquity of several of the sacred 

~ books of the Chinese, such as the original 
documents, of which the Shu-king or Book of 
History is composed, and the antiquity of the 
sacrificial songs of the Shi-king, which all carry 
us back t~ 1700-2200 B. C. it will certainly not 

. be surprising that we assign a similar antiquity 
~o the most ancient parts of the Vedas." (Hang, 
The Aitareya Brabmana). ~-

.1 A .. estimate (i. e. of Hang) wbicb, if we 

take everythi.ng into account, is certainly Dot 
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too high. and which has the greatest claims ·to 
probability, is that of Whitney OL St. 1,21, and 
elsewhere, of 2000-1500 B. C. the first half of 
the second thousand years B. C.;" (Kaegi, T'lF 
Rigveda). --

"Tbe ~lose relationship between the language 
of tbe Vedic Sambitas on the oDe hand and 
Avesta and old Persian on the otber does not 
allow us to jate the beginning of tbe Vedic 
period back into a hoary age of many thousands, 
to say nothing of millions of years B. c. 

On the other hand, tbe facts of political, 
religious and literary bistory require a period 
of at least a th ousand years and probably more 
betweerf the earliest hymns of the Rigveda, 
and the rtest parts of the old Upanishads and 
the rise of Buddhism." (W~nitz). 

When the bulk of the Rigvedic hymns were 
oomposed the IndcrAryans had not advanced 

much beyond the J umna, were 
Olte of (ado· 
Aryla lauai. having a deadly struggle with the 
rratioa.. natives of the soil, and evidently 
bad not entered India very long ago. At tbe 
same time we must allow sufficient time for the 
practically thorough occupation of the Punjab, 
and the loss of memories about any outside 
borne as is revealed in tbe hymns. If the bulk 
of tbe bymns were composed between 2000-1400 

B. C., we shaU Dot be very wrong if we ~iev! 
ttiat the Aryans benn to enter into India about 

8 
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400 Of 2200 B. C. Let us see if there are any 
otber evidences to support this hypothesis . 

. p~ points out in his Dynasties of the 
JVlli Age that according to Pauranic accounts 

there were 30 Paurava, 22Iksbaku 
and 37 Magadhan kings 10 the in­
terval between the Kuruksbetra 

war and the accession of Mabapadma Nanda. 
"Here we have safer ground, for the: number of 
kings in a dynasty was a much simpler matter 
and more easily remembered than figures of tbe 
lengths of reigns and dynasties; and tbis infor­
mation about ten contemporary dynasties elimi­
nates peculiarities and extravagances about 
single dynasties and enables us to make prudent 
calculations by means of averages of (l-ll ten." 
(Pargiter, Anc. Ind. Hist. Tr, p. 180). By cal­
culating backward from the date of Mahapadma 
(about 400 B. c.) at the rate of 18 years for ah 
average reign, an average obtained by comparing 
more than 20 genealogical tables of Asia and 
Europe,· one arrives at the date 950 B. C. ap­
proximatdY for the Kurukshetra battle. More­
over, Jaina traditions represent the Tirthankara 
Aristanemi as a contemporary of Krishna Vasu­
deva, and if we assume an interval of two 

,hundred yeazs, which seems on gent-ral grounds 
reasonable, between the Tirtbankaras, Mabavira, 
• 

• 3'0 Andbra lung3 reigned for 450 yean, and '0 Vi;"Y' 
bI&U kingl'foJ: 'So yean. 
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Parsvanath, and Aristanemi, we get the tepth 
century B. C. as the date of Aristanemi and so 
of Krishna and of the Kurukshetra war. • 

"If we should seek to make an estimate of 
the ages before the battle, it would be prudefit 
to take a'smaller length for the average reign, 
because only one line, that of Ayodhya, is 
practically complete, while there are gaps in 
the other pynasties so .that there is little 
scope for taking medium * averages of all 
the dynasties and eliminating peculiarities." 
(Pa.!i,ller, Anc. Ind. Rist. Tradition, p. 183). 
In the absence of any checking means it is im. 
possible to find out additions, omissions, and 
overlat'pings. Even in historical times the men­
lion of the Andhra dynasty as succeeding the 
Kanva'dynasty and the inclusion of the Sakya 
family and the Pradyota family in the dynasties 
4)f Kosala f .ltd Magadba respectively in the 
Puranas gave rise to not a little confusion 
among the earlier investigators. So it is hett,er 
to ta'ke a lower average, say 12 years, for the ' 
period before the Kurukshetra war. Now as the 
Puranas, give 93 kings to the Ikshaku dynasty 
from lkshaku the founder to Brihadhala, the 
contemporary of the Ku~shetra war, the 
approximate dale of lkshaku and tne foundation 
of the dynasty may be supposed to be about 
!lIOQ B, C. or tbe princes of the IKtbaku 
dynasty known to the Vedic bymn-~k:rt are ' 
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Mandhatri, Purukutsa, Trasadasyu, Tryaruua, 
etc., princes who number according to the 
PuraDas from the twentieth to thirtieth in 
descent from the founder, and who, therefore, 
rrtay be believed to have flourished in the 
19th and 18th centuries B. C. This61so gives 
a clue to Vedic chronology, and, if we suppose 
Ikshaku to be the leader of an important, but 
not necessarily the .earllest, Indo-~ryan group 
of settlers in India (as Cerdic or Ida in Eng­
land), a clue to tbe date of the coming of the 
Indo-Aryans. 

About the middle of the 20th century B. C., 
according to Dr. J:.I. R. Hall, a 

W
Arr.M,iD. tribe of men known as the Kassites 
""'" .RL _ ..... 

or Kossaeans with Surias \~<lnSknt 
Surjyas) and Maryttas (Sanskrit 1\farut) 1s their 
principal gods and speaking an Aryan dialect 
.E.0n.!Ju~~ed",.J3~~~lon and ruled there till th<: 
middle of th61~th century U.C., when they were 
oyerwbelmed by tEe.....,Assyrian king Tukultini­
niv. About the same time another Aryan 'tribe 
established themselves to the north-west in the 
upper valley of the Euphrates under the name 
of Mitanni. Their kings bore names like Arta­
tama, Dusratta (Sanskrit Dasaratha), etc., and 
worshipped the gods Mitra, Varuna, Indra. 
INasatyas. They remained in power till the 
middle of the 14th centu~ B.C. wiaon they were 
conquerer.J by 'the, Mites. As regards the 

• • 
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powerful Hittites or Khatti of Asia Minor, who 
for several centuries terrorised both Egypt and 
Mesopotamia, it is still not certain to whicb race 
they belonged. The suggestion bas heen made 
that their language. which unfortunately has ~ot 
yet bee.,. deciphered, bears certain Indo-Euro­
pean characteristics. Anthropologists like Von 
Lllschan are inclined to connect the Hittites 
with the Alpine race or the Celto-Slav peoples 
of Europe. Hall points out that "the Hittite 
deities are often accompanied by animals in quite 
Indian fashion, and sometimes stand upon them • 
... It may be that it was a feature borrowed from 
Aryan religion." These Hittites, who were 
eithefi Aryans or Aryanised natives, but certain­
ly not Semites, appear for the first time in bis-­
tory i.~ the 20th century B. C., when tbey were 
powerful enough to attack Babylon. In the 
Tell-el-Amarna inscriptions we find such Aryan 
names of princes as Artamanyu, Subandu, Su­
wardata, Sutarna, Jasadata and so forth, whg 
ruled in P@'cmtjge ;1Od Syria in the 15th century 
B.C., but who had not been there before the 20th 
century B. C., as we know from tbe Romance 
of Sinehu and the inscriptions of the Middle 
Kingdom of Egypt. Even after tbeir downfall 
in Mesopotamia and Syria the Aryans survived 
in tbe east, and one of their family, the Medt~ 
remained :iong '3. thorn in tbe side of /Lssrpia 
until the overthrow of the latter andtthe OItao... 



62 mE ARYANISATION OF INDIA 

lishment of the Medo~Persian empire in West­
ern Asia. 

From the history of Egypt too we learn that 
the period from the 20th to the 16th century 
B.C. was one of great turmoil and disturbances 
in Western Asia, when strange peoples6ppeared 
dislodging or conquering the old ones, and old 
kingdoms tottered and fell like bouses of cards. 
Tbe rapidity and violence of these. irruptions, 
far exceeding in extent and effect all earlier 
movements of which we have any knowledge, 
were probably due to the use of the borse by 
the invaders both as steed and as milk~giver 

to annihilate distance and commissariat diffi­
culties. The Egyptians and the Babylonians 
became acquainted with the horse onl~ after 
these barbarian invasions. The picture present­
ed is similar to that which Europe Witnessed 
in the 4th and 5th centuries A.D. on the appear-, 
ance of tbt: HUll hordes and the rising of the 
barbarians. The fate of Rome befell Egypt 
too, and Egypt lay groaning and bleeding 
under the heels of the conquering barbarians 
from Asia from the 18th to the 16th century 
B. C. These barbarians, the H yksos or She­
pherds as the Egyptian historians call them, 
were, so far as is known, a mixed Semitic . 
~People from Syria who being pushed from,' 
betlln4 by new men, and probably Illingled 
with them, played a part in the history of 
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Egypt almost similar to that of the Goths in 
Roman history under the pressure of the Huns. 
But, unlike the Romans, the Egyptians were 
not yet rotten to the core, and after two centuries 
of sufferings succeeded in shaking off the bar­
barian y~ke and establishing the mighty New 
Kingdom, which once more advanced upon. 
Syria and the Euphrates pUOlshing and enslaving 
their erstwllile conquerors. It is then when 
the veil of darkness is lifted by the conquering 
marches of t~ Tbutmoseses that a new scene 
presents itself to us in tlle 15th century-

t
ry3n dynasties ruling practically over the 
hole of Western Asia from the Mediterranean 

o tbe' Persian Gulf, in Mesopotamia, Syria, 
Palesti~e,and, if we accept the Hittites as Aryan, 
in Asia Minor. But as in Egypt so in Meso­
potamia the barbarian conquerors imposed them­

-selves upon a highly organised and numerous 
community with a hoary civilization behind 
them, and, therefore, could not long main~ill 
themselves against a revival of national feeling. 
The Semites soon found a champion in the king 
of Assyria who put an end to the Aryan rule 
in Babylon. Then between tbe two grindstones 

~
EgYPt and Assyria the smaller Aryan ruler­

. ps in Western Asia were crushed out of 
x:istenc~. Tbus all Aryan trace was lost E 

Syria and Mesopotamia and tbe Semite, tbare 
became u supreme evei'. 
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Now what do all these signify? First of 
all, the names of their gods Surjya, Mitra, Indra, 
Nasatya suggest a very close affinity with the 
V~dic Indians and very little with the other 
branches of the Aryan family. It is certain that 
they separated themselves from the Inao-Aryan 
branch in the time of the Rigveda when the 
older gods like Dyaus, U shas of the Indo­
European period were passing inte the back­
ground and the later gods like Vishnu and 
Siva had not become important. Indra i:; a 
typical god of the Rigvedic Indians. The word 
Nasatya is truly Rigvedic. So the time of the 
appearance of the Kassites and the Mitannians, 
L e. the 20th century B. C., must fall witLin the 
Rigvedic period. And consequently the Rig:vedic 
period, which is believed to have lasted for6ve or 
six hundred years, could 1I0t have begun earlier 
tban 2500 B. C., and ended later than 1500 ' 
B. C. Again, we know that the split between 
tbe Indians and the Iranians took place in the 
early Vedic, if not in the pre-Vedic, period, 
and that in consequence there was such bitter­
ness caused tbat the Iranians deliberately 
changed the Vedic gods into demons. If, as 
somt'! scholars assert, the Kassites and the 
Mitannians betrayed in their dialects close 
Lr~lationsbjp w:ith the Iranians, the f~ct that 
th~ sti.ll worshipped Vedic gods and bad not 
in their Canguage changed s into" showed 
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that the Indo-Iranian split had either not 
occurred in the 20th or 21st century B. C., or, 
if it had, not much before that time. 

From all these above considerations we 
• may infer that the Aryans beGan to po"r 

... into India about thSi !;piddle -ef 

~=i:a Ci; il~ third mj!~~u...~. The 
Puj." recent finds of the Archaeological 
Department. at Mohenjo Daro and HaTapga 
prove the existence of a civilisation in the 
Punjab and Sind, which was not Aryan in charac­
teristics, but allied to the lum,eJiA,n of about 
3000 B. C. (Illustrated London News, October • 
1924). As it has been suggested from a compari-
son of their physical types. burial customs, and 
matriar-ibal systems· that the Sumerians belonged 
to the Dravidian stock, it is Quite reasonable 
to believe that in the early part of the third 
millennium B. C. the Aryans had not come and 
driven away the Dravidians from the Punjab . 

.. Prof. ~_ot.&a,! ira hi:' J\ocicnt §ocicty and PrQj.~qI 
in hi~ Babyluo.iaal and &,yriall3 $how that io Sumerian times 
the woman was the head of the family. 



CHAPTER IV 

EXPANSION OF THE INDO-ARYANS 

-THE DASYUS. 

From the geographical names mentioned 
in the Rigveda we learn that the Indo·Aryans 

were at that time ill possession 
~ea~ 1~: of parts of Afghanistan, the Punjab, 
HIla. Kashmir, parts of Rajputana -and 
Sind, and had advanced as far as the Ganges. 
Some twenty-five streams are mentioned, of which 
tbe principal are the Sindhu (Indus), Vitasta 
(Jbelum), Asikni (Chenab), Parushni ,(Ravi), 
Vipasba (Beas), Satudru (SutJej), ': Kubha 
(Kabul), Suvastu (Swat), Krumu (Kurram), 
Saraswati, Drishadvati, Yamuna, and Ganga. 
The Himavanta or Himalayas were well-known 
to tbe bym n-makers, but Tl.Ql.. the VinQ,Uyas 
and tbe Nerb~, showing that tbey had not 
advanced as far as these. Another evidence of 
tbeir unacqaintance with the eastern countries is 
that the tiger, a characteristic animal of Eastern 
India, is~, and that rice too is little 

·known. The important riverGJes is mentioned 
.:\irec~ly but oQg3, and probably ma.rked the 
easternmost limit of the Indo.Aryan advance. 
thougb some of tbe Vedic bymns were com~ 
posed onttbe banks of tbe Indus, e.g. the hymns 
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to U shas, which, if composed in India, must 
have been done in the western Punjab, where- "mc 
dawn is comparatively a glorious phenomenon, 
yet the centre of Rigvedic life lay to the east,pn 
the banks of the Saraswati, where the bulk of 
the hymlls were composed, and which river was 
regarded as the most sacred and superseded 
in importance even the Indus" 

During the period of the later Samhitas 
and ' the Brabmanas the Indo-Aryans had spread 

over the land as far as the Vin­
~em:.~Ld.riq dhyas on the south, and the COD-
we Dr"aADlaaa _ 
Period.. fines of Bengal on the east, and 10 

some points had penetrated into the Deccan on 
the weltern side by way of Malwa and Gujarat_ 
The celltre of life shifted eastward, and com-

~
riSed the whole country between the Saraswati 

and the confluence of the Ganges aad Jumna. 
hich is called Madhyadesba or Middle Country. 

While the eastern regions like Kosala (Oudh), 
Kasi (Benares), and Videha (N, Behar) are 
brought under Aryan influences and come into 
prominence, the Punjab and the western coun­
tries correspondingly recede in importance, 
and their tribes and their customs receive but 
scant respect in the Brahmana literature, 

(I). ~ the Satapa~ BrabmanaQ.",.1.11-171. 
there is 'a curious legend of Mathava the 
Videgha carrying the sacrificial fire (i.e. :sacli­
ticial worship ofthe Brahmins) from tie banks 



68 THE ARYANISATION OF INDIA 

of the Saraswati over Kosala as far as the 
3aaamta (modern Gandak), and after crossing 
it, laying the foundation of a settlement 
w\1ich came to be known as Videha after the 
name of the tribe to which Mathava belonged. 
The story probably indicates how thi country 
as far as the Sadanira was conquered in one 
SWf'e-p. how the progress was checked for a 
while. and how slowly an. Aryan coklny, V~a, 
was founded across the nver. 

(2). In a well-known hymn of the Atharva· 
' veda (\!.2:2) takman or fever is delivered ' 'Over 

to the Gandharis, the Mujavants, the AngasJ 

and the Magadhas. The Vedic Aryans had 
at that time evidently come into collision with 
the non-Aryan tribes, Angas and M~gadhas. 

The Magadhas are associated m chapter XV o[ 
the same .book with Vratyas (i. e. nomadic 
peoples with strange languages and laws). Th" 
Angas and the Magadhas were still resisting the 
Aryans, and hence the great indignation of the 
author. On the other hand, this passage shows 
that the Brahmanical culture of the Indo­
Aryans of the Middle Country has already Jed 
them to despise their more primitive brethren 
of the west in the Indus valley. 

r::,.. (3)· In the Aitareya Brahmana ~(VII. 18) 
Viswamitra speaks of the Andbras,' Pundras, 
fjaba5t.s, Pulindas, and Mutibas as living on the 
borders ttf the Aryan settlements. Of these tbe 
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Andbras, Sabaras and Pulindas are known from 
tbe Mahabharata and the Puranas to have been 
tribes of the Deccan. and the Pundras are 
known in historical times to have their home 
in Bengal. In modern times the Andbras "are 
the Te1etu-speaking people of the Deccan. the 
Sabaras are still found in a savage state on the 
frontiers of Orissa. and the Pundras have 
developed mto the Pod caste oftrengat. 

(4). In the Aitar!;ya Aranyaka (ll.1.1) the 
Vangas, Vagadbas and Cberas are called birds, 
i.e. non· Aryans speaking languages which were" 
not intelligible to the Aryans. The Vangas 
were certainly the inhabitants of Vangadesha or 
Benga1, the Vagadba is either a misreading or 
differeltt reading of the word Magadha. and the 
Cheras are known to be a , wild tribe of the 
Viodbya regions. 

(5). The Kaushitaki Upanisbad (VI. I.) 
gives a list of the principal Aryan1ribes living in 
India. viz, the Usinaras, the Vasas, the Matsy.as, 
the Kurus, the Panchalas, the Kasis, and the 
Videbas. The land of 'he Usinaras in the 
eastern Punjab and the land of the Videhas 
in North Behar ofarked the western and 
eastern boundaries respectively of the Indo­
Aryan world of the time. The western Punjab 
and the hans-Indus lands by tbis time had cor:: 
to be regarded as barbarian. 

(6). Vidarbha, or modern Berar, illlll:eo.tig. 



70 THE ARYANISATION OF INDIA 

in the Jaiminiya Upanishad Brahmana (II. 
440), and a Bhima, prince of Vidarbha, in the 
Aitareya Brahmana (VlI. 34. 9), provjng that 
the, Aryans had during the Brahmana period 
penetrated into the Deccan as far as Berar. 

Thus before the close of the Brahmana 
period in about 800 B. C. the whole of Northern 
India as far as South Bebar had been conquered, 
and the Aryans had begun to penetn:.te into the 
Deccan ~here at least one kingdom, that of 
Vidarhha, had been established. The proces~ 

of conquest and colonisation is clearly observed 
in Bebar. 

During the period from 800 B. C. to 500 
B. C. the whole of Nortbern India had" been 
'_Anaa u- practically Aryanised, though the 
puaio.1re1D 800 proCllss was still incomplete in 

te 500 B. C. tbe outlying parts, Sind, Kathiwar, 
Gujarat on the west, and Beogal and Kalinga· 
(Orissa) on the east. The Punjab had farther 
fallen from orthodoxy and in the estimation 
of the Brahmins. Little headway was made in 
tbe Deccan, where, besides Vidarbba. one or 
two settlements had arisen on the Godavery. 
Anga and Magadha had been completely 
brought within the circle ·of Indo-Aryan 
~litics and culture. t . 

(I). Baudbayana quotes older authorities 
to Istate that the people of Siodhu, Sau~ 
and Surasua were of mixed origin, and also 
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directs that anyone travelling to tbe countries 
of the Kalingas, Pundras, Vangas, and Arattas 
(Punjab) must perform a purificatory sacrifice. 

(2). In the Ramayanao Dasaratha IS 

advised by his priest Vasistha to invite among 
otbers tte kings of Anga, Magadha, Sindhu, 
Sauvil'a,and Surastra to bis horse sacrifice. There 
are mentions in the book of Kalinga and 
Vidarbba, but tbe knowledge shown about 
the geography of tbe Deccan and Southern 
India is very scanty, most of the area being 
called Dandakaranya, which wa,s inhabited by 
Rakshasas and Banaras, i.e. various non-Aryan 
communities. 

(3).· Panini is acquainted with the Dames 
of Kacflcbha (Cutch), Kalinga, and Astnaka 
(on the Godavery), but evidentJy not witb the 
names of Pandya, Chola, Kera la, as otherwise 
be could not have failed to give explanations 
of the formation of such peculiar words. a 
task undertaken by his commentators in Ja~er 

tiines. 
(4). For tbe period just before tbe rise 

of Buddhism (i. e. the seventh century B. C.) 
we know from the Nikayas, which are assigned 

fi It i.& alwayl unufe to refer 10 Ibe epics for tbe geogra.. 
phy of Ihe dPic period, &5 tbey received considerable additiOl_ 
and modifications in .Ier times. In tbi5 telpec!t tbe • Mababbarata is trOl'H than tbe Rauyan&, and 10 habttain 
from referriDl to it for tbe politicalgcograpby of dle pmiud. 
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by scholars like Rhys Davids to a time not 
much later than Gautama Buddha, that the 
following were the principal nations in 
India-Anga, Magadba, Kasi, Kosala, Vajji, 
MalIa, Cbedi, Vamsa, Kuru, Panchala, Machba, 
Surasena, Assaka., Avanti, Gandhara, 'n:amboja, 
Vanga and Kalinga are not mentioned, though 
the latter name finds a place in the list in later 
Buddhist Texts. 

(5), From the Chronicles of Ceylon it is 
learnt that about the time of Gautama Buddha's 
birth Bejoy Sinha, a prince of Bengal. conquered 
Ceylon and sett led there. The Chronicles were 
composed about one thousand years after the 
event, and so we cannot rel y much ton this 
tradition to show that Bengal ha£\. been 
Aryanised in the 7th century B.C. 

At the time of A lexander's invasion, i.e. 

Eneatilll1te time in the latter half of the 4th 
of AIe:wMIer', century B.C., the Aryan influence 
iIIftIioIt. had spread over the whole of 
India, including the extreme south, and 
Ceylon. 

(I). Katyayana's explanations with regard 
to the words Pandya, Chola, and Kerala, 
supplementing the rules of P.anini, show that 
the Aryans had come into contact with these 

peoples of Southern India during the time 
ilftertening between Panini (abqut sooB.C.) 
and Katyayana (about 350 B.C.) 
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(2). The accounts in the Arthasastra of 
Kautilya, the well-known minister of Cbandra­
gupta, giving details of trade dealings in tbe 
products of such countrie's as Vanga, Puorlra, 
Sindbu, Tamrapami (Ceylon), and the Tamil 
countrie! of the south, show that all parts of 
India were bound to each other by ties of 
commercial relations and intimately known to 
each other. t 

(J). The Aryan influence bad so much 
spread in Southern J ndia that, according to 
Megas.!benes (~t 300 B.C.), the P aodyas 
called ~s the descendants of a daughter 
of the Indian Hercules or Krishna. The name 
Maduf.t or Mathura of the Pandya capital lends 
coloufe:o this tradition, as Mathura in Northern 
India was connected with tbe Yadavas and tbe 
early life of Krishna, who belonged to the 

·Yadava family. 
A good deal of confusion seems to have 

arisen over the words Arya and Dasyu as they 
were used in the Rigveda. This 

~~ is due not a little to the fact that 
the original distinction between the 

two in course of time became lost and Vedic 
commentators in later times attached fanciful 
meaninga- to them. Yaska explains the wor' 
Arya as Iswaraputra, son of God, and Sayana 
explains it as one who is learned and penorms 
the sacrifice., and the word Dasyu as ta, demon. 
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In later literature Arya came to mean noble, 
and Dasyu a robber. But even then the 
original meaning sometimes peeps out, as in 
words like Arya-dharlna and Aryavarta. The 
Manusmriti preserves clear traces of the word 
Arya being used to denote a distinct ra~. Thus 
in the tenth book it is said , HAil who are born 
outsiue the castes produced from the head, arm, 
thigh and foot of Brahma, whether tbey speak 
Aryan or Mlechchha languages, are known to 
be Dasyus." Again, "A person begotten on a 
non-Aryan woman by an Arya is an Arya in 
qualities, while it is certain that a person be­
gotten on an Arya woman by a non-Aryan is a 
non-Aryan." In order to find out the otiginal 
meanings of the words we should look i\to the 
Rigveda itself instead of depending on com­
mentators who wrote hundreds of years after 
the composition of the hymns. The manner. 
in which the two words are used at once 
suggests a contrast and distinction between two 
species. Thus in Rjgl.5J..B Indra is invoked 
to distinguish between the Aryas and those 
who are Dasyus." In 1. 103. 3 "Cast thy dart, 
Thunderer, at the Dasyil,lncrease the Arya's 
might and glory, Indra." In X.86.lg Indra says, 
'·1 come looking about me and~distingutsbingtbe 
Da'sas and the Aryas." In 1.100:18 Indra is said 
to· haye destroyed the Dasyus and sbared tbeir 
lands witl! the whites, and in 11.1 LIS "disclosed 



THE DASVU 7S 

tbe light to light tbe Arya, and on the left 
band sank tbe Dasyu." In 11.11.19 tbe Arya 
gains wealth subduing with the help of Indra 
the foes, the Dasyus. In X.83.I Manyu is 
invoked to help the worshippers to successfully 
fight thtir enemies, whetber Arya or Dasyu. 
From these and many other passages it becomes 
clear to us that the word Arya and Dasyu 
originally _are different meanings from those 
suggested by later commentators. In some 
places, however, the terms are applied to celes~ 

tial foes, demons, and not mortals, but that is a 
secondary meaning. Evidently the hymn~makers 
were Aryas who worshipped Indra and other 
gods lfnd prayed for the destruction of their foes, 
the DtIoFyus. That these Oasyus or Dasas were 
men of a different type, with different pbysical 
characters and institutions, is obvious from tbeir 

• being described as "black-skinned," "devoid of 
religious rites," "of different rites," 1I0f imperfect 
speech", "nose less" or flat-nosed, urawfl~sh­

eaters," etc. In Rig X.22. 8 the Rishi says, "We 
live in the midst of the Dasyu tribes who do Dot 
perform sacrifices, nor believe anything. They 
have their own rites, and are not entitled to be 
called 'men.' 0 Thou Destroyer of enemies, 
annihilate them and injure the Dasas!' Yet 

• • the Dasas were not savages and mean foes of 
~he Aryas. There are many references tv tfteir 
fortresses of stone, their wealth, thei. powerful 
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tribes and kings. The combined efforts of Indra 
and Agni demolish ninety fortified towns 
(purah) ruled over by the Dasas (UI. 12. 6). In 
VIII. 40. 6 Indra is invoked to bumble the 
Dasa and distribute his accumulated treasure 
among His worshippers. There was~a Dasyu 
king, Krishna, who lived on the banks of the 
J umna, and harrassed the Aryas with ten 
thousand followers (VIII. 85. 130-15). The 
Dasas are sometimes called "mayaban" , i.e. pos­
sessed of magical power or stratagem. The 
Aryas were often hard-pressed and in their dis­
tress had to invoke the assistance of their gods 
for victory. 

Who were these Dasyusor Dasas T Hille:hrandt -Dr-vi. seems to think the word Dasa oq,ginally 
diet. denoted the Dahae pegpie of the Caspian 
Steppes, who gave much troubles to the Aryans 
in Iran, and so came to signify ;l foe, a robber,. 
in which sellse it is used in the Rigveda. What­
ev~r might have been the original meaning of 
the word, it is certain that the word, except 
where it is not used to denote a celestial foe, 
is used in the Rigveda to denote a different race 
of men, evidently natives of the soil as the 
Aryans have been shown to have come to India 
from outside. What race or races of men were 
1nese Dasas? There are strong ft:ason~ to think 
tbclt manyof those whom the Aryans encountered 

• in the lndps and Ganges valleys were Dravidians. 
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(t) Their physical characteristics, as given 
in the Rigveda, namely, black skin and Oat nose, 
agree with those of the modern Drayidians. '-(2) That the Dravidians at one time lived 
in the Punjab and neighbouring countries is 
inferred ... • from the existence of a Dravidian­
speaking tribe, the Brahui, in Belucbistan, which 
is the last remnant of an once prevailing Dravi­
dian populaaion of Northern India, and not the 
survival of a Dravidian colony {rom the distant 
Deccan, "as a remote mountainous district may 
be expected to retain the survivals of ancient 
races while it is oot likely to have been colo­
nized." 

(3)· The changes which the Aryan lan~e 
underw.nt in India even when the Aryans were 
confined to Northern India betray strong Dra~ 

~ viruan influences and support the inference that 
.;the aboriginal Dasyus aod Rakhas whom the 
Indo·Aryans met in the Punjab and elsewhere 
were mostly of the Dravidian race. Thus the 
chief point which distinguishes the Vedic lan­
guage from the Avestan and other Indo-Euro­
pean languages is the presence of a second 
series of dental letters, the so-called cerebrals. 
"These play an increasingly important part in 
the development of Indo-Aryan in its subsequent 

. . -phases. They are foreign to Indo·European 
languages generally and they are cbaracteriftic 
of Dravidian." (Cam. Ind. Hist). "TJle lingual 
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consonants are essential component elements of 
a large number of primitive Dravidian roots, 
and are often necessary, especially in Tamil, for 
the descrimination of one root from another j 
whereas in most cases in Sanskrit, the use of 
cerebral consonants instead of ddlltal, es­
pecially the use of the cerebral n instead of 
the dental n, is merely euphonic"-(Cal.!!.'%EIl). 
Again, the presence of good marw Dravidian 
words in classical Sanskrit and even in Vedic 
Ja.nguage, not to speak of modern dialects of 
Northern India, is well-known. Thus the word 
Matachi which occurs in the Chhandogya 
Upanishad(I. 10. l.)is nothing but a Sanskritised 
form of the Dravidian word midiche, mecwing a 
locust. And this Upanishad was compOfed at a 
time when the Ind<rAryans had scarcely entered 
the Deccan. Words like Khatta, couch or cot, 
Kukkura, dog, Keyura, bracelet, Markata, monkey. 
and many others have been traced to Dravi.dian 
origin (Caldwell, Dravidian Languages, pp. 567-
579). The Bengah language is indebted for a no 
small portion of its vocabulary and structural 
peculi.arities to Dravidian languages. Tbus the 
commonplace words like Khoka (son), Talu 
(scalp), Nola (tongue), Meye (daughter), Minmin 
(glimmering), Pillei (child), and plural suffixes 
1;uH and gula have come from Dravidia~ sou"rces. 
Ewen in Hindi, many words of Dravidian 
origin cap be traced, such as jbagra, ata, etc. 


