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bft,.e tll'lGUflb &0 flOe deznmci.tic:IIIa or cpi:a'obriob ept'-'.'-'
Vedic aooie1;y thus appean to haYe tUera it for gnmed that 
tile wom&n bad her Uke. and' dWiba, her Jovs and io1a. ail 
Did as tho min. Tba penona.\ freedpm of ~ or 'tbe 
unmarried woman dovolop!l into • dignililld wifehoOd .fter ~ 
~.' 

Both ., wife and as daughter. womeu were admitted to 
the priviJegetl of the highest education, at least aInOllgat the 
intelJectual.ec\iona of tM. people.' (Tbe early Vedic literature • 
.. it _ll-kooWll, oonbiIlll oontribution, fnxn women~; aod 
women played an imporiaot part in the later Vedic period. in 
the Upa.nitadic diacuuion.,' a fact which expWna the aub8&
quent activities of women in the age of the Buddhiatic Refor
mation.'] In the lIOciety of the Yv. 8&qiliiti6 and Bribmavw 
womon lOve music .nd marry by ereference men who can sing. 
10 that they muat !lave Ol'diDlll"lly been taught dancing and 
ml18io i thus' gAthilt' wrre IUIl6 .t weddings, and in· Yv. ritual 
alllO tDe • ~tni_Ilim'D" ,!:~_ JlI1Yf!" f!9Jl!t8 bo."fI" reoognif.ed 
position. In an Up&nitadic household it was tbougM worth 
while to go through. special Unlmonia), in order to IIl!CUI'fI the 
birih of • daughter who would disiinl$uish hamaU' by levIliu(. 
Let..rn"d women Rre often referred to In thfl F.lriihmal)&8, UPI'm. 
p.d8 &ond SiittM.· The Athal'vaYed.., in the ve~ in phiM of 
Vedic studenhhip, decllU'N that it i. by virtue of ber • brabrn~ 
earl'. ' tb"at a YOUO:fil lll8i.Jen gets a husbandlO : tbiA may point 
to 1IOrrw: otherwise undeta-ilecl traditional courae of instruction 
to girls,n Bimilar to the well·known sy&tem of eehooling going 
b'y tbat name.; or it may well bl"Ve been the DUe, that girl 
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...un" eometimea resitW with tbe femily of .. '1aeber for a 
number of yean, equally with boy-nuden"( .. ayltem. implied 
in the Epic.PuriI;lic &D.d in c\al.llSital &nakrit liuretttret u well. 
Tho ell:wwve uae of metroDymiCIS in pDIIt_VMie liWMDre 
(appearing from even ,be llgvedic times onwarda) " ilL putly 
account.ed for by the fact that women of the mOl'6 intellectual 
groups amongflt the brihlllal)8 or k9at!iyu had o{im .. mach 
nlputa.tion in ~he Je¥J)ed circle. of teuhera 18 their men! and 
a metronymir. muat often have been 80mething to be proud of, 
lII!I""I'ing 811 .. good introduction to ita bearer ( like 'Girgi. 
putm').· Pollt ... Vedic liloerature indeed kOOW3 ()l quite IS numb" 
01 womeD_feacbers of phiJoeophy and ritual, married or other
wille,a who apparently flouriBhed towuds the end of the l.\redic 
pei'iod and iDlfll6lliat.ely after ii.' crbe unmarried (' kumin ') 
wom&n.teachen were deeigna.ted 'gsndhar"l'a_grhfti,' or 
'ma.nied to the Gandhal'Va (a)."» 

(. 

• • 

• 

• 

E., . • 1110 c-. 01 Am .... ,..,oill'Dg t-I • ","d. ,,1 wi.h the &alkblvu)" .. , 
i" t ... Jtpic : 0< tI .. Im-oino 01 Kilidi.o.·. l&81ou. dr ...... ....,... 
wid. two. I""'d., ;0 .1 •• eho...,. 0' !he v~"~roL~ ...... .."., ." tIM. 
l\anll,jy.p. (Tb. 'H. "., • ....,. bowover be \0 portly ~Ic 
...dlc.ioou.ll 

Vido .nk. 

.I.,. P~.·Klpy.· . ... ;f, .,.11 d. ,,~hIW , yljll ..... u.,..·. wi., ... etc.~ 
Yljlltlvllk,,1 p ....... bi, wpori<>r>'y by IIt....,i", Ihat be II_I 
011 tha, 'boo "'"'- t .. o I.di .. k .... v; ..,..,. of U •• .., "'''''''0 ..... 
mcloUd ;0 liMA <>f ni& '""" kIIc ....... nplul,. u....nd b,. 
Ved", uudonh. Vide n. I> bo'"w. 

B""'d. U,.... VI, ~. 30. {Of .... Vedj~ ... d -,,"Vood;" .....-,..... 
..... ,~ 1_, III' ,. thou .... f .. 10 d_, 11'011> _OIfIu ·l-.lIenj. 

Ai'. Brl. V. 29; K...". Bri. U , lI;-1uthu:r;,oth,. op".i"" of • 
'k~ ... ltI ..... dw .. ·, rbll6,' on .'gtlih"" ... . il ..... Plt.ot.co.Io-IUpy.'. 
d..,.1Mt- ..... 'plldbor .... gr~1t6·: Rrh.d. Upan. 111, 3, 1; 
.., ...... lu ... ifo: ihid 10. 7. I, tJ .. y io. truct ."" .. i .... . 'rtIlII 
d;",-' l.oIIdo· l'.t4toea1, h ...... lf I ........ f....., hi& .if •• 0"«1 
Vico.k ... ri. V'04o .. l-Prlht.ll.,,1 aner 8qlebt".Mail.-.,. ..... 8 cl-.I 
,.,t.II n" iD. ,Joe 8M< ... , of. 8ItIkb. Or". Silt. IV, 10; A. ,-.I. Orb. 
sat. lIt, ~, •. 

Tho I... two We......... IA D. 5 .bov. ut.,.., to the tim. o>f • 
JitQU~,.,; \.boo ""boro .. h .. to ~"" 1, __ of U~~ak .. A."",; &Ad 
• YJ.j b.~alllJ"'; ~ two .,.. four to UftD ~r&li"". afM ...... 
~,c txapUu.;oIt. b .... , bo .. _d tbol Pa~ ...... aD 
;IIb.biknt .. f M.d •• , whl!. 'h. other .....,.. ""Y ... 10000Ie<I 
In Mithilli. 

Of. V.I .. 1 . ..ar.; with \"- neept''''' of P ot"tloolo.K"'I'" . b.."..,.' 
wloo i. 0100 ... aoJW: ' ppoHoUI ,be _ oriF""'r • 'pod· 
~..-.rhl'" '"-611,' oad hoi _bl"be .. It .. ~1MOoo> .. oGclI 
be'_ 011. manied Pata/ItIob., .., I.bM .he _,lItMt! to too IP>o'In> 
..,. her old llMiaDo\ioQ (01" ' hhlO)"I' Ito . . .... ., ... ~ ;'!.h. 
<old ...... _ 01 'I~ _"". <>f .. "" hooMbo\o!I,' • .•• , u.. _ 
.. 1'",~,*.'. ' olaactI"- ' __ k.ed .... the ___ j. It 
-.. ll..- the _nj \halo ...." _.-Mn _ ~ 
to loo ~ b7 t.bA ,.mc.. of ... J.*Il- Ie. A~l _, __ .... .t.t. poI'lI'-
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(Thil e'piLbet il aigni6cant, aDd tbrowa '1OIDe 1igW:GIl '6be 
~ prachce ot (QrlDaJ or nominIJ m.rri.age of ~4C' 
• art.iJ!te9 '3 to eome deity O!' wwdlaod spirit'; it . ..leo e:r.~ 
the paradoxir.!. IIt&temen' in the Vediu IIlIol'fillge hJ1llDIJ, ~ 
three diYillitjee are the first three b~d8 of .. maiden ; the 
fourt.h being the • husband proper." Evidently the Vedio 
aociety oonoeived of girl-life as developing throUf!h thTee .tagea 
(physical, wOI"al.nd intellectual) into the fourth ,f lh6t of .ctud 
wifebood, whero girlhood ended: the lltage preJJided over by 
Soma repreaen14 gnldua·) Bt>quisition of beauty and ll.nOe,' 'that 
by Agm, of kno.wledge or domootifJ rruigious cueto!Dr aod purity 
Qf character. and that by the Gandbarva.,· or vlrioulI6COOmplWl. 
1DI)Dta. It CollOWll that in theory every girl wu IJUppoeed to 
have passed through a period of training and l.Cqulred .ome 
aooomplilllllXl&llh,-they may b'''e been anything from d.nci~ 
to the 8ubtlest ritualistic 01" e8Qteric docbineBIO-&efore ahe courd 
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.mer married IiJe,I At &be amo time web ena, did 00* put 

... top to the wiritiea of btt pRC&ding 1iI~ ... many 01. 
the women teachers awl deNter. wae WiVI)II,1 and oouJd follow 
their buabanda thr~b all the 8ta~6& of their .iDtel\i,ctua.l. tuld 
-¢ritual de'velopmeftt. )n ill &110 aag1lifieant that iD. the Vedfc 
lIOCioty every W()I'Ul1 oSeems to hlW6 been conceived of aa ever 
in &lItah of marriag6.~M a child, witt! Soma. or I;QIne othet 
deitr. 01 .batrsetion8._~ & young maiden , wit,h the Arts per
I!ODI6ed.--and then finally With her human husband, for whom 
indoed her mother impatiently ""atchea the development' 01 
ber youth, carefully ~idell her toilet,· and for whom lIhe bcr
.aU _~ the Mlft nuptial robM in eweot aotioipMion.' 



BVIDBNCE OF TRADITION. 
R. PriDaUi ... I'bnaa azul S..-oW (kUIomJ. 

INTRODUCTORY. 

There ia a $,00.:1 dEal of egreelIlenl belween ~e evidep~ 
01 tbe Vedic literature and that of the PuriQlc and E{I!o 
.,ur~, with regard to the types of marriage. n.ce. of It& 
pt'imitiv& forma, and the .genenl position of wOlDen in ec:ciety. 
Thia i8 only Wlla.t migl.Jt be 8:1peeted. In the &CJ&1e 01 hi.dorl. 
ea.l. valuee the Vedaa and the rest of the priestly Jiten.lure ue 
.tiD taken to be the atandard, and wb.t.ever i , poi mentioned 
th&ruin is t&ken to be fUlIt e.t or late M l d f\\briCllot.ed , while 
the.!eMt IIIlspiciou of I. mention ill developed into an ingenioua 
theory. olton by the .me prOCe88 whereby the IlellMUm of 
proverb changes into & oolm_fruit. It i& ignorod that what. 
ever authority the prieatiy Jit~r.ture may havo in question .. 
of religioua, mythological and theological developmenb (and 
even there it i8 by DO meana An eJdu8ive oaulhority) ,I it O&D. 
not, in the nature of things be taken a8 tbe prime and beat 
IIOUroe of bietorical fllete, Ae it well kn.own, prie9ihooda have , 
quite Dlltllmlly, 0. strong teoileocy towa.n3s conceited ieolatiob 
resulting in iguorance or ignoring of secular thought wd 
event! and WWar08 perven;ion of whl!.tevcr knowledge .of .ff&il'll 
they might acquire, to 8Ilrve the interests of thei r own ord!'r 
lind pretellAiom; ; tile fir~j, chal'llderiat,c ill d iAplaycd throughout 
the Vedie li~ratufe in b.oth f.or'nle; the Heron.! becomee n.otoriouB 
in the PurUA;lic and E pic literature,-tllil cu@tody of which, 
aooordiuR to well.attested traditiona p!l8IJIld to the pri('flthood' 
from the profelJ9ional chronicters and bardic e'lpette, eome 
little time after the oa.tastropbfl .of the Bhil'ata or all.lndi. 
war. which apparently introduced a period of dflCline in the 
• Vedic' ruling clfLII_ and court life, that had hitherto 
IIIJltained thie latter SHearn' of bistorioo.litersry productions. 
But even the mis-use of thi" I!6Cred cu'ttody haa nol. been ahle 
to ohlia.er.t~ t~ tradit ions of that ead,v pt'fl.BhArsta- age, 
lOme of whiGh ...-are too deeply rooted in the popolll.l' memory 
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aDa imawJedge to be r8IllOvfld or wliolly modified. evCIQ tbougb 
olfending agaioat the prieAly theories 01" nbMqlJflntly changed 
idM8; and through n:.e blurring ~b8 and confuaiona of wblle
quent brihmstrlcal accretiona and perv8l'fsioDa, csn mil be 
di~ned.-thanka f() the nai"e, uucritical, and unhiatorical 
trfll,tmen:, of their otherwiae intelleetual a.uthon,---1IOIDet.bin& 
of tbe original btLlJie fabric , Thia aupplie8 what ie wanting' 
in the &Veda. a nd other BBlphitii.!I and Brihmauas. namely. 
prima. facie and bona fide historical events and oondi~onl for 
moat of the period covered by tbe former group. Tbe nIne 
of this llOuroo becomea peater, when' incidenta1· evidence 
in the' prieetly , group of texts find s e~landion, iIIudration, 
01' eupporl in 'tbe • bardic ' one. 

The establithment of the politioo. taken up here would 
involve a detailed enmina.tion of the hietorical elemeDta in 
the entire Vedic, Pnr801;lic and Epic litere.ture,-a matter oot
aide the aoope of the present diNertation. n will be lullicient 
tel note here, that lI fter Q. careful airtinj:! of evidently later 
and hrihm&J,licaJ modili/lation,,', snd rejection of all of tOOIMl 
well-known extravagances of rancy. there .tm remaios .. 
reaiduum of ract, which OIIlIllot he giveD ally other Dame beaides 
• tT1\ditiou!l1 hiatm-y:-whioh hss every marl: of haviTl~ at 
'ona time been carefully handed dlJWll throu!(b profell!tiOD1lI 
recOl'den,_nd which CSD be given a tentative, workable, 
frame'llli'ork of chronolop:y to stand upon , by a conlliderdion 
lind collation of uDdouhted Byochr onisms and uniform IIB!I6I'· 
tion8, Tllcse eYDchroTl i ~mlil. pla.in 61n.tementll. and the rellult
ant 8cllem!" of chronology, elucidate much ill-understood 
matter in the Vedic literatnre , corTeCt wrong penpectivea and 
give them their proper setting a.nd importsnce. At the IlAme 
time ther .. jll nothing in thi ll dl\rifled Inulition that ia r e'&lIy 
iDCoDeilltent witll detinitel,V 'Vedic' facts , It is indeed strange 
tbat IIllch an obvious !lOuroe of hiatorical inlonnatioD hu 50 
iODg lain outllide the critical ken of acholare. __ nd that 10 
milch of fancirlll 9pecula.tioD~. uonece_ry theoriell, precon_ 
oehed notion., almost prejodioes, should h ave ISathered round 
the study of thst oilier-ll1'Oop of text!l.-hisumcally the mollt 
nnpromjllinp;. But 0 wider compal'&tive Study end eat'mate 
Ie bound to come, Ind a reaction ia overdue. Often achollah 
ahrink from it, &II from aD impos,uble tallk or perilous vent1lre. 
simply becsuse they have bee'll aoco~t.mned only to the usual 
• Vedic' i'l'tndies oonduct6d in '" flI"!Culiarly bookish m&nner, 
and have imbibed the ' brih'mat;aic trsdition·' (if I\oy) un_ 
oonseion.ly or in !!piw, t}f themll6!l'fIl , One hal. however. 
only to SWfIT'V6 the searchlight of critical study from' Vedie ' 
to • ba:rdi!li' lore. for a time, and \hen to and fro, to IJtrike 
the right OOIll'ge, Ae h ii, we have 000 king ~D making ror 
\VioU8 misty uncertain Ilhoro8,-for tho aoIar or' nebu .... 
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myib_, « the vegeta\.ion dn.mu1 ; or been eDPftd. io 
eIpOting imaginary fabricators of t&lea from UONd-t.elb.,' in 
fo&wlng the Indo-Afgban Vedic CPDqueron, M they i.ued 
I.hrougb ilie Khyber P_, eevered from 'heir Penian Icin,~ 
01' in depicting ilie !yyical Vedic King.~ atrengtbened in lndn.', 
t""our by the m~ne-l1l.n, killing 99 noae1ell8 Di ..... dr.y. 
ploughing hi" P\lnjib 8Ubmontane field, tending hill weep IWd 
cattle, lKI.u.~ting all gruB-mats. and eleeping in hi.ll hedge.girt. 
hut or cow-pen, ~fe from forelt Ipirit •. 

The very fact that the • tu.ditionaJ' material make. 
clearer and Culler what might be ob8Cllrely suggested by the 
Veilic,t-flDd llOPletimed vice ve1'fl&,6--a.I1d that a l'1IIiionaJ: 
continuoua Jll&tQry. dYDalltic 86 well IS cultural, dillclooea itll6lf 
on putting the t ..... o together .-which aufficieDtly uplain.' all 
that i. yet known .. bout early Indian conditiona,-i . ... h'ong 
proof of the validity of the position !let Carib a~ve. 

The reaul" obtained from this wew will DOW be detailed, 
eo far ae the ealected topics ore-ooncemed. 

n .. ill b<> ,""ough ,<> In""!i",, ,.od .. i,'. idelt\.ifi.,.t,;on of x"~ ... 01 6 •• 
PI,~v .. with t ho l!:uW, ..,.1 Ii ... _no, an<l K"jth'. ""Uoa lhu 
tb" BI.ory of xu,. and K....,.. i. " yeplalioD "'yth, ... hkb ... 
oflo6n druDMiMd %itouUly. 

F .... \.hi. ~; ... <:C. tb. _I Vedic hdu, 
I!':."", u.. ._1.1, 01 ........ .-..1 lIagh"',"ui ;"""';pl;""" I, ..... -. ..... ~t 

t.o "- •• 1'1 .. ""'" .... 1 ""'''lI t.o ,hi. pH<lOIIc. ind »otiu ... 
It i ... tommon mi.l&k. t.o Ian -.be V.dic period .... n.,. .""", 

_" anil at ~ .""'" .i .... tb _ primitive 0 ... ill. AIlcl..t ladiL 
• Fo, i ... t. ..... , u .. f un upbuli<>n ' hat II>. Hp;C-PD~ic: haditio ... 

,i.e, of tb. v~~u m~ of K01'1l , l'ift<Il", nd I.b.i. k lap, 
. 11 tb. R .. " aod B.i,o .. 

Ao ill \.be; ......... f 1>i r,o;bat_ ....... d Klk,l .. o.nl. 
E .!!., ... a'ioD.' upl" .... ,,,,,, of Aryon upAIl.ion, of I t.. r ...... ...d . 

ODte. A.,."" group., <X of doulopmut of Brlbm .. "ioa in tI,. 
s......._1 and K" .... P l ftcil. ~otIlIl.,. i. donie" by , .. 01,1""'-1 
hioloQ'. 
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"BROTHER AND SISTER IlARBUGBB. 

AI we h~ve _n, eisl.er.warriage WIII8 not Ve'l'J rare in die 
l;tg'fedie period (t.he references indicating its a.ctn&l occurrence, 
and tb&Ol'etie dillCOunagement in the latter pari of it). The 
dyo.!ltic 801'J0Unts in the common Pur1i.~ traditIon , referring to 
the ruling nobility lUI wellu tM priesfuood in that connection, 
contain many 'plain indications of ,he frequent oeClIrn.moe of 
IIUCh con8Bngmnou& lll6l'Jiagell, intermittently througbout tbe 
wbole period covered by that tradition, viz. , 90 steps, roundly,l 
backwards from the Bhirat& Waz IWd tIle oompilation of the 
Vedic texta. When these in~18nceB (along with thoNl of 
other t rpe8 and (Of illS of &ex-relatiODS) a.re referrM to and 
klcated In the ' general !K:heme of dynoatic sequenC68, that 
.. voIvee readily out or the pll:tent synchronisms lind CODsisteD' 
aaeertiona, they~ bacome very 'tIignificallt from the standpoint 
of early ooeial hiljtory. 

The .firat inlllence or a sister-roo,rriagoe in the dynagtic 
Jists is that of Al'Iga and hia ' ratber'a daugh~' Sunjtbi, 
the pa.rente1 of the famou s Vp.l)a.4 A9 with other similar cue" 
the deBignation • pitr-ka.nyii.,'! though pre!!erved without 
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(IOmmeIIta in. ODe Pw:i.~,l hair given me to emeDded read1ng1l 
and fW}Cilui fabler: thu. ' Mriyu.bnyi:· ill anotiIei ~. 
iDg f{)~ • pitr·kanyi,'L..which is e~y OODllected With th.t 
figment about the mind-botn daughters of the Pitts. '. A 
PuriOic a()OOUIl' ahlO profe_. to give detail. of the woo!ni 01 
'Mrtyu_ka.n.yl ' SunItbl,· wh&e it ia eM who takes the ilUtia· 
tive in ij; it is intenlBting to COIllp!W'8 Y -.mi'. BilDj~ attitude' 
in the Vedic poem; lIOUle of the later C&8ef1 al"" imply aimilal' 
initiative on the pan of the 'pitr-k&n;yi: vit. with AOcbodi 
(m. AmlTaau) a.nd Narma.d1 (m. Purukutsa).· 

Eight generatiolUl after Anga and Sunithi'. tim& (ecaord
iJ?J &0_ the Puriuic computation) we come aGJ:'OU "With &eTenJ 
alleged &st.er'-marriagell, amongat the freah groups of kindred 
r&CfiSlO tha.t eucceeded the Prthu-ite&.l1 'l:he clearest notice is 
that of DaJ?u'., lIOn VipuciUi (by Kdya.p&) marrying Diti'li 
daughtar BUllblkii. (also by K3~yapn), Danu aJld Diti being 
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ai..ter. and oo-wiver; i~ i. 10 be noted !.hat their ~ 
(though reoognized as a Illi,:ed " Dai'y&-Dbava" elan) 1I'eI'e 
oe.ijed 8&uplukIllY", ruler the si8w.r-wire.~ 'l'he Ye.ma Imd 
Yami of ~edic tradition are aaII~ by Pur&q.u. to the ~eJ:t 
generation, being children of Vlvaavant,3 ODe of Vipracitti 
and SiIphiki'. et.ep-brother,. Me.nu, aDOther eon 01 Vivatn'e.nt, 
alao seeWB W have had Il sisw.wile: for Sraddbii. is s~ted to 
have been a daughter of Vivaavnnt,~ and the genev.logie8 make 
Sriddba Manu', wife; Manu, aga.in, is ceJled . Sriddba.
deva '6; thie Indent incest aecribed to a. great Dame may 
ba.ve given rill8 to the Puri.l;lic question: "\Vby w ... Manu 
called Sriddbadeva "-which h&a introduoed 90 m .. ny Blii.fi· 
m~ical fablee alld didactic matter in the PurilJ.aa.' But a 
moce hiekwjeal reference ie to be found in the story of Oyav .... lI.
Bhirgava,' (contemporary wi th Saryati-Minava, a elep lower) , 
wt.o waa the 90n o[ ... Pulomi, whom her previously' betrothed 
hulJband,' • Pulom&ll, forcibly abduet.ed from her' de iull'l ' 
husba.nd Bhrgu '. boulItI: when the tilICrificia.1 Agni II RId to . . 

• 

• 

• 

• • 
• 

• 



( U. ) 

bIoTe .runiUed:bi. rigbt6 0" her (!!be being bit by ' choie6, ana. 
Bhrgu', by fonntJ rites) _ Thi, etIeDllI to mer lie . ' eul\om 
among the Pulomit.eB (oogna\tl to tb(, Diti·i_)l . of 
~. lIlUriage. pt'Qb .. bly " broth«..mter on&. 

Two .tel* further down we come upon finner ground, ,JJd 
benoeroror&rd, tbe reforenoes ani without. doub' hist.orica.1 ia 
chlU"&Cter, the detaila being dyogtie 80Ild incidentaI.1 The 
l .. mollll Nahup.Aila 1. 1It&~ to have mn.rried ~ • pitr-Ironyi: 
Virajii ,J who mtc..1ll6 tbe mother of Y&yiti, etc. In the IIIWlII 
connection Ama.vaBU_Aila is &.1ao et&ted to bave bMb choeen hI 
. phr..ka.nyi • AechOOi' " her hUllb&lld, apparently in the faee 
of IIOme oppo8ition.i So NahulJ8. had before him the ~ent 
of bill pat.em.r.1 uncle (the {·ounder of the Kinyakubj. line). 
Ip. the 8&IU6 geolll"lItion 88 NahU06'" and in the Ba.W.e part or 
tbe COUDky.~ there Willi another dear c&Be,-atnongat 'be 
BbrgoI:! (medi~ prieetl, wbo prc9Clltly attacbed ibemaelvel tp 
1'lIyati and Iue deaeenda.nlll, spe<:ially the YidavlIlI); SuJua.. 
U.n.I, Yayiti'6 {ather.in-Iaw, Illllrried • pitr-kanYi' Go (Ol 
Gi).' This throwlI 8Om& ligbt on the l{lIca-D6vayanl lltory. 
where Kilen. refusclI to acupf her as wife, as she being h ie 
teacher', dlllu~hter was' equal to hill eisier,' but nevayint 
insillb (cf. Yall1I'1I inllilltence) and finally cursee bim for 
refulling her," DevayiUli na-turaJ.ly regE\Xded the neuse 110, a 
lame one, her father having mll.lriod .. sister (woo was hi. 

• Ct, D. 1 aDd 3. po 1lB. 
I eo ..... r" ... m.wll .. ilb Ih ' Ail. >Uld AlkovU.. killil.l, ... d cI_11 

connected pn .. tly I"",d, .. like Bbrgll<! ud V""~'" 
, Vlyp : 11.113.12; Br.mn. ,ta.l; H .. ,y. ,lO,l59iI; M.wyo, 15.211; 

Lillg .. : I. «>. 60--'1; Kilt ..... : I, 2'l, 6. 
4 M_y.: 14. 1 If.; B .. I""iio4. ; YI. 10, 54 If_ 
, i--.bl. add. lhal \.h6 < p it ra' "" .... d b..- tor Ihi. <hoke to b. bot .. 

... ail> <>t Atni .... " <>. V .. " (Caid,.) .. &t.y ... U (lUl l, ..... J, 

... d t.ba • Ulbi' of \.hI ... il <.boice boeun. . AJnA~"' · Such 
l.blN "~r. obvioul,- duo. 10 ... ilu,lftp .... t.ti.o:a of • p.t.r.J<&"l',' 
... d i" thi. _ \.he lto.n.;ng point.. of \.h. I.bl • .... r bo. ........ 
Ilia OOIIIIllOD ... yo.l .,UII. AmI, .... " (or V .. ,,). t b. Purloic -r"'1 
lhai. tho V_ ....... PitT_ (+11"0 Mllay. : 111. 31 ...... t.b.. non· 
...etiooo. baI. ... _ • Atni"'r" ..... • lUI,.' It .e ..... u.. fable 
about • Aml .. ...,... · &nIIoI ..... of A..,iK>di· .... pooIJ .. t ..... Aml .... · 
.. .-I,' "hid! "'Ilia ......,.. lO b. OOGf-.l "'UI V_n (&l.p.""'-)) 
proJo.hlr ~"..tr. he.l..,. . pv.lWiohll.· .... o.laI> led. I<> ,b .lo<y 
"I w.. _4 bi..u. 01 A«bOdl, d - ..... il ... oaal ... icxI r. Aj ..... l-
d .... •• p • ....-blld wif., f ........... 'ch hu ori,l ......... Ioh tabJo ot 
Ajlllll<j ...... 2 birth., d. VI,.., : 99, m-III Ko.Iooy_ ' 60. 11·111, 
....... p_rbb .. " . · ... d ' puh' bb' ... ' ....... par.ntIT """""~ 
roadi~ ''''' 'p ........ Ioho. .. ,, (¢loJwvi, de.) I iI. U~ • 
...... Id ..... p ...... bbU· .. if. &Ioyn.'i. it> 'b. _ P~ ti .... 

• A.. U1a ¥arit.i ...".,. .1, .... , ,*i d .. lIUIu ,""pphico.l .-.1_ , .. 
V~ NIIII .... , 11'1<:.). _ 

, )1",,7" : 16. l!i; lI<o.bmi.oI~' HI. 1, 74·71. ,aul ... io .. _..w I» 
b ............... 11.""' •• _ of ai ... rl-u.pa ... b_ Ilia!. 8Qp.biII:I. 
.... d • l>afi:·b....u..rl. 'Go' __ ....... _I of. 
Kah. ....... ~ ... (]G, wham YMl """';-.1 bI III. _t .-. 
.... ; ... ,...' • • ,,*-,-ril. Ph"'! •. .t.....n..s 00. 

• """ I i4I (~.D: ~): I, _71. 



( lJIO ). 

'dl.Yit..' wifeP; b8r elder .iB~ Devi rn.nied o/UI 'V&rUQa'2 
SlId Ka~·. i..mmedi&.t.o d88OflDdutt. (" 8(lPIi") W«8 ~ 
V~r; 10 DeVf may have muried It brother or a fast OOOailll, 
-aa aukra.-U.p1lN 1ft •• Xivya: or Ka..,.i himll6lf • .cc«di.ng 
io 00& veI1lion.4 Kac. bi.t:oeelf, being an Angirua. bad linle 
mor&l ground to refu_; lor among the AIiIU:aMI. Salpyu'. 
Ie(lIIQd eon BMr&t. married hi.s tbree llistera, and there lIVeN 
otbet inoealuoua ma.rriagel in the Adgir&ea. gr9Up." A. for 
lD&I'l'ying a p'~pior·. daughter, it is not very likely that 
eo. tom WIUI much stricter in Kaca'. d.a.y., when 10 lattl as 006 
or two glltleratioWi aftar the Bhirat& war' a favourite resident 
pupil could be roade the pl1!C.eplor'8 BOD.m.law,- WId eYeD be 
wed (or allowed; to beget children on hi. wife.' Xaea.'a 
attitude then!fOlfl baa no bearing on • ailller·marriage ' in that 
aRG. bui. ie an obvioul!' (l;t,ae of political pr-ude llce.llI 1"11&& a~ the 
80beeqnent marriage of Deva.yini h:od an rwlmitted y political 
ti.go iUI\8.I)CI') .11 

For about ten stepe. Biter thie we IOIle eight of 1Ii!rter
m&n'M«e.; then Wfl cet two very probable inataDO(II in the 
Ai1& lUI '\llell aa in th6 Aik~vjj,.k&, line, in the latter apparently 
lor the fint time einoo the I!Cmi-legendsry VaivU'vatu, Yama 
and Ma.llu. In each ~ tha texte ara muddled in 
th6 6xtreme, IIDd oh,.ioualy the diffarent readinga IJ'e futil.e 
atlempl6 to rect ify 9Ull1ething ths.t WII~ ill-understood or wall 
contidered impn.>per and dawaging; the rDotiv6 WI\! quite a 
natur.1 one, as In both· ClIo!e1l the reference i ll 10 the maniag&-
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rel.Uooa ()(:t.be imme1ia.te progenitart ~ 1A1~ ~ rAmO'll. 
Aila aad Aikfqb kings. The Aila inADll6 ia 'further 
entulgled in confusion, lUI iliere I!eI'IDlB to hay. bIMl all 
irregular RUooelsion after Matinira,1 a.nd a. sao' in tb6 dynao" 
800D r.rter thia poin',- a.. .. result of tbe Ha.ibaya IYiQ,va) 
expallS.ion Bnd rojda' (tbe greM hi6t.o!:ical event of the. 
timeB) . 

or the texts that give In account of the PaUlaV. Ki.Dg 
Matinira'a descendan" down to DuIfllla.nf&.Ailina (the revi'fllr 
of the line), thos& of tbe Bra.hma aoo Harivllflliia IIoppllllt in 
tbis CIIo\le to btl the besL6; Vayu ilS heee Jaost corrup'.' and 
cannm ba checked by the ()()l'Uspondiog Brahmir;l1j. toed 
which iii l08t; the Matsya and the M.bibbArata1 bave looNIy 
folkiwed and confused the two BOuree·te:d.1I of Viyu and 
Bnhma.-Ha.rivaql4a., while the ViF)I)U and the Agni' give very 
brio! .nd UD!j(I.tiaiaetory Ru mmarieB of tb61J& respectively. By 
collaliog thelle t'?OQ latter texts 6~t, 8JId then that of Viyu 
with it, • proto.tel(t may be approJ;imately drawn lip, 
BpcciaJJy 88 ihe source of ttJe-Vii.yu in this ~& seem. kl 
have been the !:!lIllie in apite of varfolla oorrllpt reIl.ding • • 
• <\coording to thie ool1a~d text,llI , . From M .. tinira, by 

• • 

• • 
• , 
• • • 
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"s.n..vatl, three virtUOUI lOll. Wlll1'e bom, ri.t., Tazpw, the 
"eJd.ellt ApratirMha, a.nd Dhruv .. , aU or whom were truthhll 
"BrihmIll,18 leamed in the Veda; and (he bad) a famed 
"daughter, Gaurl, tim mother of Mindhitr" (here occur two 
m- (with varianta, in all the threA taxtB) , which may be 
tpUrioul, .. nd wrongly inserted herel owing to a probable con
fu.ion between two Kal)vas; hut 11.& it &ta.nfh iD the oo!t.t.ed 
t.&z.t, it need not be 110 taken, ror it rather explainll what 
follows]; "Apratiratba'" eon Will< ]{a.l)va who did IlOt become 
" king; hence h i8 eon }'ledhitithi-K~va. becarne a • dvija' "; 
" but he " (enher Matinara, if the intervening puaage i. 
llpuriou., or Apratira.tha, if it i. a.n integral part, though even 
then " he " may ""'ell refer to Ma.tinira., &11 ~ text i.II about 
kim, and theM two linee are by way of esptanation only), 
" (hut he) had &Ilother daughter na.me.d ' llini., ' a ' bl'6bm.a
" vidini' IIUperior W(lIDan, whom TUTflBU married, IUld who 
"gave binb ~ IIOnll (i.e., beil1l of tbe dyDllllty) . In Taqleu'll 
"liDe (were) Burodb·II, the rajalli Dhannanetra, etc."-Here it 
IItII!ImI clear that M.atlJ)ira bad three 80UIl and two fllolllouB 
daughter., IDd of these 90 youhger lIOn T8.Ipau rna.rried hill 
illHuentillJ sister- Iiina, through whom the PII.UIllV& line was 
contiDlIed; if howeVOlr the doubtful couplet is included, 
anothor possibility ariees, that Ilina., instead 01 being the .ister 
of TalPsu may bave- been bill niece; in &Ily calli the eldes\ 
eon Apratiratha's line was displl106d by II. younger braneh 
atrengtbened by a confJanguinollll marriage.1 

The Aik,,·aka calle i. lIODlewl:Jat simpler. In ~h of the 
Ave t.extr collated here, the ou~line genealogy is quite clev : 
BaqiliatUv&, th1l' 4tb predOCll88Or of Mii.ndhitr. had two llOua, 
Krili'vll. and Ak~lI.yihll., het.ween whom and Praaenajit iD the 
oo.t etep is plood HlI.imave.ti-Dnadvatl, a . fa.mou~ lady ; 
the ' wile' and the ' daughter· of ,orne of the perlons named 
before her: wbile repeating this outline Ii~t , all too texts have 
evidently tried to glO8ll over 1IOIll6 IlDI.COOpta.ble rea.tlll"e in the 
nlJationahip of tlria!. lady wblCb 1. left vague.4 On collation,' 

1 Cf. P .... ilfl.: AIHT, "p. 1136·'28. 
s The cli.qualilio&lioa io .Ppano:>tll duo 10 w"I'HOO'I 01 < .. ,ibm"" '.hoool) 

, XaQ,..' ..u,tr\ ol.o .. I .. '" t.h. bH."I_ of lbe. h~ ... t. 
• v~: 88, 6J.-(,4 .ad B •• h ..... g<J., III, 60:3, 65*,-'OIIIIUrs _ t.ut.; 

• H ... i". 12, 706-·10~ Bra.bm .. : 7, S9ft; .... cI "in: VII , 60, 19.'74, 
f-me ..... tIl., 

c 80 ..... _. au,.,. ~ OJDi~ all .d_toil. ~8 ... dia. a_ .... II : 
llu.,-.: 11, 33-M; H&Pl ,.. IV, 2, 13. 

I CoIlMoooI. pm.o-w,u,.... 
a.q,.b.W"" Nik1!lD.i>haa, ... to ."",a. Ti4in<t.~ 
~a.~ ...... &>ploo.lWv_lb .. w.a., 

(.1 w.,aIJ pta! Halmanu ... ID&t._ Dn"a.all. 
~ '9 p.t1ll H.h .... ...u: ............. lu Dnad.,.t;. 
... joel.mI H~ ..- _IU DnaftUi. 
... pdII a ......... ~ Wlt I -.-.. pitr·kaa,a ... _._. 
~ trito;o "-" ........ o&qIlo P-J" 
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bo,.~er. i~ becomOA olear that ,btl farnou. l!aim.ftti· 
Drtad .... ti was .. dlUghter of Ba!p.b.aWva, aDd .. in Ml<lOnI
Moe witb authoritativ6 ... nctjon" '91'611 . lao tha wife of both 
bit IIOnl, Kr'Uv. and AkeayUva, eo that Prasenajit ,... Mr 
JOlt. Here, thaD, i, .. ChtI of ailter.marriage combined ..nth 
polyandry : &11 }'rae/)najit W &6 tbe grandfather of the £&m.oua 
Miodbity, it wa. n.tun.!. that 'hie questionable fea.Sure of the 
ariginai ''I'arpMIok:&' W.I IIO\]ght to ' be buried beneath 
divene iue&B reading~. It. i6 to be uoted that tbese t.o Ail. 
and Aikfyik. sister_marriag88 occurred in the .ame period 
(the latter being the earlier caael.1 

Alter hvo Iwpartan' wyal marriagu with the PaUl"aVa 
and the YB.dava dynllolltie9,' Barpho.\i6va' , linB shows another 
instance of sister-lIl6CI'iage. Mindhi~r 'B!!IOn Purukutsa 
married hi, . pitr-kIlnyi; Nar.madi.,'-who WII.8 later on, like 
I!O many other women of traditional hietory with lIMDeB of 
riv6l's,' fancifully identified jVith t he R. N81madi,& but i~ 
lIimply a princeae in all PuriQlc gen~logie8.6 In thi. _. 
again , there is probably lL ' double ' Hister-ma.rriag6, a oom
biRiltion with polyandry . as ill the co.se of HRoiwliovati 4 stepa 
above: the Bmbmil}~a text' give, tbe sequence Mil.Ddhatr--· 
Ambarito. (taking [ue 8eCood brother of tb'e li8t8) EI Nlol1lladi
yuvanatlva .... .. AUaraJ,ly80. etc. . instead of the usnal l16Q.uenoe 
Mindhitr - Pun.kutsa= Na.rmlldi-TraS&duyu .. .... AnaraQya, 
etc. , \bU8 deriving the succe8IIOra of both Puruku~ and Amba.
rtlJ8. (rom the same sister_wife. As is to he expectod. tbe various 
l.6][t" and readingJl at thie point show slills of omiaeioDe and 

• • 
• 
• • 
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"Ueraiion8; .. oompari80[1 of these euggem .. collMed te1:t,1 
a,ooording t.o whicb.,-" Of the three mn. ~ MiDdhitr • 
• , AUlba.ri~'1I heir ",u 'another' YuvlWim begotten 00 
"N armadi; hi, ton was Hari\6, from whom were deeceo.ded 
" the Hiri{j)ta&, milit.aTy brihmaqa: while Purukut.', heir was 
"the famous Traaadaayu, begotten 'subllequeuloly ' on Narmad .... 
".nd tegvded as his ' (lwn' !i01I : hi, own lIOn was AnaTaJ,lya, 
.. etc." Evidently Narmada. WIUl the wife of hot.b the brotheR, 
either at the 80me time. or by re-maniage (Of' • niyoga. ') . 
The ~ic verllio,n of Pur~kut&t.'11 story, therarOle, I16ems 
to embody a. dynaet!c lad,' \ ' 1:1: " that after P urukutea.'11 death 
or uptivity. hill queen (beceelf of the.same royal blood) 
obtained . BOD for hie fllce.-a,nd llCOOfdins to tbe PlldI,)lc 
illdicatiQDII, quite norma.lIy by ~ • hUIlb&oo's' brother, in 
tbi. Cl-ee al80 ber own brother. 

The next group of instance!! of ai$ter-marriage ocelli' vay 
mur.h IlI.le~ (21 "'!'po bcl<.>w. 8COO1'diug t.o (lue ver.ooo, (.OJ' 

37 steps below, according to aoo.:.hcr); and these callea belong 
to the Aikr,IViu line 'Sain . Acoording to tbe Mataya. verBjon~ 

• 

• 
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it wu SIgKa'S gnwlIon Alpj\unat who married • pitr..kanyl ' 
YUodi, who it fW"Lber specified a6 • daugbter-iD-law 01 
Paao.jana. mo~\ier of DilI~ . and gnndmntb« of Bhatl:ir.tba.' 
Bu~ the BrahD,ai.o4at du.tingllj,ehee the • pi'r·b.DyIo '·born 
Dilipa. from i.be "Pilip who'll''' BhagI"rathl.'s lather 
though in the 'pi~va~' aooountll 'be two Are often 
tnixed up. The gOIlM\pgios in several PuriQ.B~ make Dilipa. 
Kba~v~a. the 800 of • pitr-kanyw.· Ydodi, making her tbe 
wife of \ lliva-mabat and . dausbter-in-law ' of Vrddhatann.a.n,1 
or wile of ,be latter.~ It is poesible that botb .t&ieJlle,Dte are 
correct; tbe recurreDce of Riater.marriages in the two dynaat.iell 
is too appIU'ent KI make this unlikely. alld such a. statement 
abolll the d1lllOent of Bbagiratba. who was subaequently made 
into a brihwaQ.ioaJ bero. is in iteel! proof of ita authenticity. 
Repetition of names, even of WOiJl6ll, is not unusual in the 
dY0&9tic liHt.s'; and bol,h Alp4uIllat p.nd Vi~vo,..mah&t (°-88ha) 
ma.y have married 6iatera Darned YUodIi and had 1I00S called 
Dilipa,'--quite & common princely name.' 

Viu-6t.ha.'s 8i8ter-U1aJ1'~e W&!i not however an illOlated 
inlltance. At the 6th or 4th atepfl in his line, the lalD0U8 
Ddaratba seems to bave oootracted sucb a marriage with 
'Xau!lalya ' wlto can ollly II/we boon a. sister or a tint couain' 
(paternal uncle'a daughter) , ,'robabl'y the fanner as the 
cumulative evidence 8uggeste. D It 18 to be coted th~ .. 
Rau~lilyi in the geneaJo~ies always means ... daughte:r of 1be 
KOI!ala. king (of Ayodhyii.),u aod never wife of &. K~la kinp: , 
port! .nd simple; a nu appellu.tiollB of s imilar forma.tiOll , e lile
where in. traditiona l a~oO\.IO '8, have iovaris.bly and pre('.il\C!ly 
the lI8.I~e Import.12 TluA gIVell added eignificance to the alleged 
a~e"lOn tr:ooble emongst Dabr&tha.', !tOni by bia aevua1 
WIVe.: 'he rIghts of . pure ' dynastic blood conl.d not be Iill&1Iy 
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IUppreNed. Tho. it. become. dear that Ole later Xiv,....,endeD 
anhe Rimiyllol)& is wrong in iw 8$atemMlt& about 'BimI.,I Utd 
tbe Buddb_, reforeJJoei that make. RAma brother .nd hu.bKld 
of Biti il historically right.. in view of all tm. ooIlecii"t'e 
evidence. The origin of the moclifiod version di8clo.ee itllllif 
in Siti', appellation 'janaka.duhita' which DOOd only be 
OQUlptired wl\h the' pitr-kanyi. , of Ilumewua other instaoo.; 
abe tratl&itioo f!'(lm the O1lbat&ntive 'janaJca' iD wh., '111''' 
probably thi! old basic genealogical ' lob, to the proper name 
. J'an.k. : wa, .. "ery eaBY one, and bad the merit of IJUpplying 
.. pllUlible anil honourable connection fOl' the lIIlb8equently 
dei&d tribal bero, while remoying the objectionable featuro 
IIDloothly.' 

For 27 Hlolps after this- no aiater_marriagu are indicated 
in thl!! dyu lI.&tic oooounts.' Then we lind I:i6vClraJ ease. again • 

• 



OPIy. OIle or nro .pI abore the Bh5rata 1Q!'. The VIIi .. ha 
Kr9I;Ia-Dvaipiyaj)I.VyiIIa's MID Sub Ithe b8l'(l o f DlUIY .aify. 
ing brihmaQieal didactic talel1) married 'pitr·lranyi· PI""'" 
hvho was anxiouB to obtain Ii worth'y hUllband).-jun ... 

[l:6non.tiona ago, the great BbSrgava brihma..;a. Suu.-U6e.naa. 
lIUl'ried. tri~ter. Tb01J~h comparatively reWQ iDatanON of 
miter-marriages are 1'eCOl'ded of brlbma'Q. ramiliee, thi, i. no 
indication of their TlLrity among them ,- but is. merely due to 
the faet. that it wall onlv in exooptional C&8e6 of intim.te 
eont&ct with important rnling nrillCf!1I (like that of SukTa with 
Vayiti.nd Vyill& with the Kaurav8s, etc.), on which much 
of tradition&l biBtory turned , that lIucb details .boot prielltly 
maniage.rellt.tions were recorded; for 88 " rule the brihmaq 
families ke pt no ,l!'en.eal~ieB" and wha.t.ever trllditi01lB are 
found ",bout their I!6x.rel.t.ioDs, show thAt they were mach more 
unfettered Rnd 100I!Ie in thel!('., than t he rnlin~ rN:lbi lity .' The 
other two instnnceB I!Omewh",t leBB definite, a.re ",mongn theee 
latter, Pincii.1a8 "nd Vii,davlIoI!, in tbe ~me generation •• enb. 
.nd Pivari (or Krtvi) , DruF*da opparenty m&rried hi, aimr, 
and hi. eon8 and daughten;, .t I~' IIOme or 'them, were by 
ber , probably including Dbn4adyumnn. lUId Dra.upadi. A fun 
account of brupada'e family is given in tho Mabi bblrata.' 
wb",re it is Btated that, in tent on avenging DroQ..'a in.ult, 



ud die .. tWied with his emtiDg children, Drupada. tor, the 
_Ice of. suitable IOU, had a eacrib perfOrmed by the 
KUyapa. Y~f' ~ hifI brotb.~{ who ,hen summoned the 
Queen Prtati (or Pirpti) to toe aacri6.ce, 10 .. accept the 
O«apriog," but she raiaed some objeetiOJlB, wbef'6Upm 
DbMldyumna and DraupadI were nmacuJolUly p-oc1uoed 
without her. but were rega.rdcc1 ... tho Queen', own children. 
Putting aBide the Cable, it.1!eCID1l clear enough that Drupada'lI 
qUMn WI. pt,ur (or Pa~ti). and aho WRB pQte.utialJy. 
adoptively. or adually, mother of Dra.upadi and Dhmadyumna, 
U1d she WIIB also, the ' mehifl' (Drupada hiving aDJ)&rtW.tJ., 
other wivee), for abe WII6 summoned to the sacnfioe:'" No'l\ 
Drupad. ihimtelC was well-known 3& ' Piill}&ta,' beIDg Pnata'l 
IIOJIl; and' Pr.&tI ' {or' Plrvati 'J can only mean daughter 01 

grand-daughter of PRata.: thus Draupadi heree1C ii, in the 6IlID! 
ronneIkm, called • Pi~ti '. (daugbter of Pi~ta=Drupe.da) 
or • Pil'fate.llya 8VIR§. 'fi (8ill~r of Pillata.= Dbn~adyuIllD") , 
Ht'JlC(l Drupada..P&q\LLIo1." wife Pr'f&ti (Pirtnti) '19'&8 hi, .m.er. 
The other case ill not. equally clrar; Satrijit the Vr~, a neal 
r6l&Uve and a latber-in-la.w or KnJ;la-Visude'l"&, ill !;IIid h 
have itad ten Ris ter-wives (or siHten &B wiveH). who bon! him 
.. hundred chi ldren'; they may ba"6 been his own siHters &DC 
haH-aistere. But o.ccording to another leIS reliB.h1e vereionl 
these ten wivee were the daughtere of the Kekay& king'; while 

• 

• 
• 
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f8~ aDOther version oo:Uu an dew.ilal and 1lD* on1y the ten 
wivea &LId a htmdred cbildren,-erldenUy becaUll6 lIODleUring 
WM Cel t to be lJDllElemly here, in the line of the deifHd horo 
~1Io'. fatbef-m-1I.w . A conation of all the modified IIDII 
lIeclltlie-.J.y COITlip\ed te:d.a,1I however, makoa Ilatrijit'a poiy. 
pmoU8 ~i8tor_marria~6 ob'V'ioulI.I It is DoWworiby th-* 
• IliBtera afI wiv6a' Without any dietiDct poilIeBeive refereooe 
occure in .. nothu ClIIe in ,be 811JD.& f.mi.ly. where Bbajamn.. 
a lIOn of Sitvatll, (fWDl whom Satrijit waa al.a deaoended. 
and who bi.mlleir a.pparently oontrooted a 6iBter_marriage),~ i. 
8tated to have merried a . Brn.jayi; wh08ll lIOn Vihy.(b) 
married the t,..'o daughliflr6 of ' Srtlja.ya • (Pr' probNlly the "S.me 

BJ1I.ilQ'i '), being' bhaginyau' (.naWs), and begllot children 
on the • arYIIOi). bhllgini ' (eldor sieter).· Here . bhaginI • 
might fefer either to the two wivel 68 each othcr'8 BiBten. or 
to 'hem &8 own (or Btep-) tlillt&a of their bUl!ba.nd,-while in 
any _ they were hie ' 'cousin-BiJ;wa • (aJla called 
• bhagini's)6; lhi. ignoring of I) IIUl e confusion sbow8 tbat 
, fuU' ai&ter.marriages were a.11!lO recognized by tbeeB Yida.va 
genealogies,' even if guch a. ,marriage ma.y not bf) cleacly 
indicated in this pa.rtieular calle. A collation of the varion, 
text!!, however, leaveB little doubt on this pljn'.~ This 
probability increares when we find ilia abovo-mentiolled Sitva.~ 

• 

, 

• • 

Bali •• <.9, llO'76; n.o.llonA' 15.45; 111_ .... <>r COII __ ""dod 
..... i<>oIa ... ith • tat. Kr,~&· it. bi ... 

T.<> _ ..... tu~ mIl be d"t..i"K."i.h~ h~,.., (1) Vlyu ,_. I)Ua. 
_rblly<> bbaryibhyrJ) SI!rioJ"lab ... tarp .a!.it>·; (2) Brah .... , 
Hari., Brohaa.io;l~l :--
Du ... n .... 'u Wl"ii id·bhil"}'io""'n I 

{ 4.t&qI ... ub • (' h""n ' .... ,i\o d ....... ' . bh1_1 ..... _ I t.eiag aD ob .. i ........ en· 
-~ -" . ·<I&tlOll. l« .......... j 

I .. \he _e 'unil, .rid gu .. et "''' JI,.&"", ia _id to II ... -ned J.,. ... I.i, .. J>o.e l1<>li .... .!!ubha (Pod ... , V, 13, \19.1001 t ... tIM 
llalD .. cl. Abuko. and bi •• ;.too, J.hllU ill t.II ........ pap); tJoi. 
'""" """,Id ....... to ...... c .... <>f .i.Io.·""'Iri ... . 

Vid. illf ..... 
Vly", 116, 'Z.fi, Brabm.i.ll~.' HI. 71, 3.fi; Uali ... .18. 1\l99·IIOOJ; 

Brah .... ' 16, ZIO-34; Mo.w,. , 44, 47·50. 
• . & alto, ~ i& • ~DI' of "'" p~",. ... ilt t.bo Epic. ~ 
7 Whicl! <1.<> _~ Ioo:k ;...,~ of <>I:b ... ..-;.I.ieo of """' ....... ,-. ... <1. 

~......,.i.,.. .. 
• Tb. Bari". &ad B ........ _ iii nidl:D.loI,. dra ..... Itp .... to ...... 

th. "",,,W __ poiltt.o.. TI>o Vi)'ll, U ....... mi.Q4& UId HaM,. _ 
_ wi\h thi.- .. ..n...tIo .... 7 ... t.htIo ooJ.I.o.ted, 

I VibJ'ekdcO ,. .. ihyUab 
"Bbo.ju>illM7a sroj~ 1 Vih'aki,. ... ca Vih~ 

:; ~ { ."'"" d .. lu Vih.;rakM '" Itrllnhat, . r d .. _ .... } . 
,. ~ w.,.. hhIci~ ," poWI,rIl&>p ..,164 nbb. .•...• 

.. p ..... ~ ~ Bbli-"'&d -rij.jlli ....... (~u.jtl, o.k.), 

"va"M ... ,....,boCI"7I'P1" "Mj "U ~~ •.. 
t ....... no.i..pbo rijij -k.J." 
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(eon of Be.tvant e.od grand.oo of Je.niu) marrying • ' eitve.ti 
XaDlialyi '1 (or perhaps betler, 11 ' Sitvatr <ll"!d ·", ' KlluAulyi'), 
Tllie Jantul married an Aik!;'viikl (KII.Ulialyl),; their I!OD S.tvant 
aIJ mo.rr100 • XauBalyi, evidently '" ' COu&D-ei.9t6 '; and 
their 80n Bitvata, again, married' Satv(lti KlI.u~lya: Hero 
it ia clear that this ' Bitvat! ' eBn only have been Sit\·ata's 
si,~; and if Ibt! ia the .same peraon a8' KaolbJ~,' then 
this latter appcllatiPn can be eJPlsined aR. looaeJy applied owing 
to her being deeoended from a number of' Ka.uklyi.'s married 
into Ow family ev(ll'"y generation ,-\-.or by the fact of traditional 
hisklry that Sltvata h~ reeoll\luered .t~ Yidava ~ions 
loat to R6.tll8o auel cat&blWied hia damlilion over a. p?rtlun of 
tbe fallen KoM\', kinsdom,' so tba.t tbe RanJan title. oould 
be ueed by bill familY"; but a. collation oC tbe teztl woold 
suggest that two different wivel! of Sitva.ta II.Dd tbeir childl"6D 
have been confused, and tha.t ~ina.lly the son of one of them 
was diatingw6hoo as 'bbaginya, i.e.,· sis$er_born.· f In aDY 
_, Sitvata contncted a !!iater_wlUTiaga; and this ie ligni
ficant in view of the fact that be ia & young~r CQntemporary 
of Rima-Diwatbi,S in wboee rawily there were several eiater_ 
marriagea in that perioo,' and with whose fawily t·hat or 
tJihata. had intermarried freqllently.IO 

If ULe Hili-rata. ltaltie ia. taken to have occurred in nbout 
960 B. C. roundly (110 (iuite moderate ILUd reasonable infez:ence 
from the fac~a of traditional history), theSe la.8i. inatanL"eS of 
ftisteI'-mfll"riage would be asalSned to cir. 1000 B.C .• -by 
which time almost u!l thel,lgwldic Sflktl\8 had been compolllld 
and were awaitiDG final compilation . In the light of thaae 
facts, the referenceD in .tile ~g\"f~d& to siater-marriages become 
more intelJjgible, ami thoir sisnifieance pins perceptibly. 
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By, VI, 66, which .how •. rti' approval of inodtnou. eon· 
nemm wi~ IIistoer h.nd mother). re&cw tbft I!a.IJ')e. MM6 of 

. cu8tom and opinion !WI the old • gath .. ' (io Ai" Bti.) reler· 
ring to the time pI II.aruc&ndra·Alq"ih,-whieh .- funy 
",jell the 80CtuaJ occurrence of &ister-mlUTiagea amongst Uw:4 
Aikt"rikas on either side oC Ha.rii5candra, a.nd amo~ , ni . 
familiee,---4Uld i8 \hUll a very early reference. Bv. X. 16'J 
also i8 COIDpw.atively early, as it is an Athan-avedlo dODll.lllt.io 
charm, and as ita !"Vldenoo regarding the prenleoce of ncb 
oonnexiOD', &t least. in $he brihmal} llUCiety contempJated. by 
that Veda., agree, with the euiy usee amonpt !.be Ame 
grotlptl (bltrgus, Adginw<a.s, ~tc,), Il.8 noticed in • tmdit.i.oD..' 
But ~v. X, 10, whic.b shows tbe rise of better opinion (and 
lIOIDe conftict of opinion a)1IO). i8 clearly t.terl than thoee 
two; henc& it is be8t \'iewed a8 a. ' vakoYikya' or Puri.1)io 
dialogue, oC the chano'ter of a. social drama on a l!IDall 8C&1e' 
with. lW)l"1Io1; it ill significant that the typical e.nmple sel.ec\ed 
for the moral dialogll8 belOOg8 t.o the very earlie«t stage of t.he 
traditioDn! uyllAAtjc hjllt.ory of the Aik~vikas (a.nd Ailas) : tbi!:l 
indicates th.t the author lwl¥'" PnriilJ.w traditions well ,~ aDd 
tbat the piece was probably intended for the refonn of IIOme 
Maays (or Ail&) court and it-s sttaclH.1d priesthood',; __ i1 tl.u& 
agsin , points 10 the time of its com~tJOn ss bein~ clOMl \0 
'bat of the brinj:l:illl-:" to~ether of prlestiy snd b&Jdio lore in 
• 8&lpruti'. by Vyisa. and hie disciples. 

From thi8 time (Le. 1000--950 B.C. downwatd8), the 
PuriQw tradi'ion doe8 not refer to any further llieter-marnaget. 
Though it notes !IOlua few details abQut !lUbeequent dynaatie. 
for a century lDore doWIl to dr. 1)50 B.C. , lor tbe auoceeding 
period (8150 to Magadban ascendancy) it sivea oniy ' the, bue 
politioa.l. Cacta e.nd iist.s of kingll, without per!lOnal detail,,; yet 
thero must bave existed a ma..B of tradit ionsl histcry fOl' theae 
time_, of which the et(:lriel; about the king6oontemporary with 
and precedmg Buddha are mrviving traces. Then in the 
evly Buddhistic t.ex tll,- which though fixed a nd canonized 
llluch la1.er. can very well be taken as evid(lnce for the 5th 
and 7th cent&. B,C,,-we get once again ~me referencee t(:I 
Biater_mlUTlRge (/l.lollg With other primitive lormll), 

An important qllelltlon is r&iB6d h6l"e : Is this recrude-
1iOODee in tbe Buddbiltic li~tnre only timilar t(:I what "the 



~us dynastic hi,tory in ilio p~ reveal,-or ie it 4be 
effect of 90ms extetDal induence and change in IiIO!lia.I eiemem.1. 

Tbe interval between the 1m J.'urio,ie-Vedic inIItanoe. 
and the Buddhistic werences is not too 10Dg to make the 
fu'lt view iJ:nprobable, when similar previous in$enlalll ate 
compared, In fact the88 int&va.le of DO inlorwatioo are DO 
FOOt. against such practicee, 6Ild the recrude&cencea may 88 
w611 be taken as m&rking Q cOntinuity in dynastic or prieetly 
cuatom. If the PuriT,1B. had npl. been closed, ~be oonUnuity 
would in all probu.bili'y have boon well illustrated: it is indeed 
indic.ted by the lragme.utll of ooo-PuraQ.if;Cd t.ra.ditiOD 
embodied. in the Buddhiatic t.es;ta, 'l'bell6 Buddhial.ic \e1t.B 
are DOt alt 'l:Suddhiatic' : aroong them are echoes from the 
oldec PurA.Qic trooitioDB regarding the pee-Bbiir. times, such 
88 Rima's Dlllorriage with his !lister 8iti,1 OJ:' K~'s twiD 
brothur', mllorriage wiLh his mother's daught& by her second 
hUBbsudi ; or u.g:ain, allusion ia ma.de to dynastIC details a t 
some IItllge or o.ber m the poA-13harata lIud pre-Buddhistic 
period,-liuch a.I' the liasi prioce Uda.Yllbhadra.'s becoming 
tbe beir..&PpaT6ot by his marriage with his ball-sister Ullaya
hhadri, who proved a woat devoted wife'; while o.notber 
reference might belcng to Buddha's own tiln6B, such a.e the 
proud admillSion of the Siikyas (a. section of the AikQvAkas) 

• 



that -.mnogfi them meD ordinarily oonaort. with iMir ..n.1 
HenOl'l a oontinnity of the cnlltom 1188ID.a to be ca.ly iIldioMed 
during the interval in quenion. 

On '116 other hand, tbe Perai&D 6J:pa.nllion into India fr<m 
the lint half of the 6th century B.C. ODwarol, make, it very 
prob&ll~ fhat kindred IriQiln OOllri-' faehiona 'Ito wr ro takfID 
up in Indian aristocr&tio cil"clea at that pt,lriod or even .om&
what earlier. This doea not imply anrtlring like Spoonerian 
Z0MII6trianilll.tion. The PurlQic traditloD helps UI in viewing 
the eo-eallcd Ir!l.Qian influenoe. in ~heir proper pcnIp('dive. It 
loob upon fheoo Trens--lndu8 proplea of the far WeI' and 
North-West, &" bein~ origin&lIy Ails (811d putly AiklJvlb)1 
communiiiea, that fWgTated (or were pUllhed back) thither from 
Madhya-deh {along with otber offshoots to ttie B. W., ate,>, 
at lundry time!!, but chiefly {h,ring the period from Vayiti to 
Ufinara (cir. 1900-1650 B .C. in Puril)ic computation), 
And tbl'Ougbout the 'traditional bistory of the prt!-BhinWI. age 
they are never wholly lol.lt 8i~t of, at least tbe more el8terly 
eectionll of 'them,-though often termed 'baTwians: etc. 
Indeed it seems very probable thet the varioull • l:illl"harian • 
inroeds' from the N. W. and W. referred to in dynaatic bidory, 
e .g., temp. Ku~ika , the HaihaYll8 and Sagara {cir, 1660-
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1460 B.C.), or on the eve of wd after the Bhi.mta .... ar (cir. 
1050--660 B.C.) ,-wel'e of these ousted mcmbel1l of the Indo
Aryan IIlock, in the tide of retum. In the Bocial hidory of 
the ear)y Indian rnliog cl&11!!es and connected prieethood.,. 
theretore, the periodic ree.?JlIlaran~ of primitive 'ype" of -?x. 
relation. m.y have been, 10 fIOme cuu at leo.st, due to strams 
DC 'barbarian' (W. Aila. or Id.,ian) blood and practicea' 
from time to time ;---fl.lm the IriilJiau upao8ion and inftuence 
01 the 6th centnry B.C. would aeem to have been merely 8 
repetition of hilltory. Hence few thinge ab80hl'Lely foreign to 
Indian clllture and traditions could have been introduced by ~; 
and if as II. result of the Pe~ia.n conquests Uiere were any 
social changes, these wonld be mainly reversions to, or madill. 
ationa of those common teaturee or Indo-Iri.,ian (i .e., early 
Ails.) cultll re, which m o.y have been retained long .. r, or special. 
ly dcwaloped, in the Iriil}i&n or (Druhyu .ite' sectionll. It 
thua beoomes intellilZible how Persian influenoo in the early 
Buddhiltic lJedod could hav<'J led to a revival (bt>w6'1'er tern. 
POlllolJ' ar limited) of extremo COllllauguinous mMTiagee. 

(ShnilaTly, ills '~Ie of bride/' fl.ntl 'exposure platform.' 
at Taxil& in the PerHiau per iod would be ba.eed pn, and revi,.ala 
of, tbe' aa01'a' cuetom of bride-5ellinF(1Ia praticed (in th<'J _me 
area) by ,be Madm. o f tradition" • from tiDle immemorial: 
and. the sporadic u~eof ellpPtiing the dead Itl! nolioed in Vedio 
texts, AI! the ".fH'a.l!ed Per~ian feature s may be thu~ viewed 
sud oxpJained through • tradition: without any fsr-fetched 
theory, Tha.t the R lln.tri.\·s" of KRpila-vhlu snd Va.iib:1i W<'JT'6 
foreign races from Tibet or IIOme ether unknown lalld who 
developed a new am] .'I ('I'ude type of relig-ioD and ('ulture, 
would be III IInppo8ition too fandenl and superficial to be enter. 
tained in Ihi ll connection. 'rhe Pur1i.nit' tTRdition \rnow" tbe 
Alkynll Sll no part. of or OffRhooh from the old AikJlv~ka raoo of 
::KaMla, and Vai~i\1i' nntl Videha liP. oontiDuing- under the rule 
of cognate Miinva f ... mil ip.R .lown to thp. cIOf!C of the 6th Gent. 
n.c.: while all that is knowll 800nt the carly hietory of 
J'aini8lll and nudd.hism show that thfl,ll began lUI cJ>'ligbtened 
movements for hettarment and refor!" in Itll directione, and 
eroee trom within. I·he IIxilltinl2: elements: the anly external 
influence that mar be suggested to have worked, can be tbe 
rapid exp.naiou or Peraia at the expenee of India.,- whtch 
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maR b.Te given 1MIU\e IIOrl of an impetua t.owardi impro:rill. 
exiating eonditiOtls. Buddhism or Jaini6ln in ,hemMl,..,., 
tbewforo, C&lloot. be IIUppoAed to hue inlmdnced primitil'e 01' 

. oou.anguinoue lypeaor muriage; theJ "'~6 ralher a 1IOIX06 lor 
purity and higbet" atatldards io 8eX_rolatJ.Otlll (~ in ~atly ~t" 
lilleol of life and conduct) . The .o-ca.lled hIgh Hindu ethiea 
and personal mOl:ality of wb&equent periods, is very Jaz-geiy 
A Buddhistic 8cbievement,-a l&Gting reform Rnd refinement, 
inheri~d by later forme of BrihmaJ;li8ID. 

The I\-bove Buddhistic referen«le are thus partly echoes 
fmm, .nd continuationll of, the Puri¢e H&ilition,-p&rtly • 
~ftectioD of lingering praetice&,-Ilnd possibly in p&rt 
jndioaiioo8 of !lOwe IriJ:lian inftuence (consisting in direct oonri 
axBlDples and indirect preparation of an atmOllplIQre fpr 
reviV&la 01 ancient ami OOOllDon Indo-IriQis.n (AiJal cuatoma 
that were It£aduall.\' falling into disuse in India alter the 
Bhirata w-.r). 

Incestuous ma.maRU, holfevu, mUBt hav6 eontinoed fv 
enough into the Buddhistic period to make it possible tOT" 
the Indianised dynaBty of Siam to hava or retaio " custom 
of aister.maniage by preferen«l, oven in later medieval times. 
Ruling familiee aDd priesthoods int imately connected with 
them, have always lagged behind the Iioe of popular progrelHl 
in IUeb points .of culture; amI in ancient hist.ory geuerally 
we find them Bawog to pbsolete Bud primitive CWltom8: thi. 
is equally true of Indis.' \. The IR.t.e and not uncommon per
~orma~cel of the revoltingly primitive rite of tIle Mvamedha, 
In "Plte of eul;r prot.ute from X,atriya Icing., (like 
.JanslIlcja.ya.-?ii.rikflta ~, cir. 900 RC.),' and 8bbseqoently 
from the JaIDa-Buddhlllt reformers, wows til6 tenacity of pld 
barbaric pract'iceB and tbeir continusnoe even after • much 
higher level or eultllre was attained generally. And thus it 
must ha.ve been with .s.iBter-mllCl"i~e aud other cmdo 'ypes of 
relationship) 



II 
PAllENTAL INCEST. 

Quite in agreement with the Vedk evidence aD tho poin~. 
we find in the Epic-PurilJic tradition a. few plain instances 
and BOlUe indications, of incestuous ooWle1ioDli ot this type. 
80JJle of which might be called marriages.1 

The mythological reference in the J,tgveda (X, 61) to the 
uniOJl of l>ra.jipati with hie daughter finds its counterpart in 
the Puri~B as welJ.l But whcreB.JI in the fonner ',he tteM
ment a.nd setting ie COHIIlogonical 8ml allegorica.I,3 that in the 
latt« is eeomi-hilltorical; and it would appear that tbe Vedic 
IlOIUpo&er , Nibhi(f!'I!I.)-nedi~~ Mina.va.,' utililled an ancien~ 
-04 L'UlTent tradit.ion rega.rding the firat origina of a ~iOU8 
mlmg riloOfl. probably taken frqp.l the 'liuta-miigadba bardic 
aooonnW' of the Prtbu-ite dynallties tb&t Dourished in N. E. 
India during the two centune!! (or more) before the rise of 
the Ai.k,vikas aDd Aihu., Aooonliug to these aooounis,6 the 
fiut famoua chief!! in that 6&£lier periDd, Priyo.vrata and 
Utu,oaplda, were eoDS of a • Ma.nu· who wu begottenf by 
, Bmbm8.· (=' PrlLj!i.plLti,' I etc.) on hiB own daughter 
SaWiipi whom he loved.' Sometimes it is expla.iDed bow ho 
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• 
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did not incur guilt by such .. COWlexJoo, and ,torte. are toM 
or hiI cane on Kima, who lieoune Wier on ~t1Io. alld 
after the Bhirate. battle, lIOn of the Vatu. King. Tbia .. 1).. 
eeqw.mt 6xpIana.tion of the mOOllt III p&ra1ie1ed by ~ 
BrihDl&lJ.& (l(lIl)menl&rier on Rv. X, 61; and thl! basi. of Ulo 
appended fable. WM probably similar ineesll! originsl1y aJ.) 
reoorded of Pradyumna. and the Vaha. prinoe ,~tbe CNe of • 
near anoelltor of Pmdynmll8 being aetunlly on ~.' 
Another PariJ;lio vereiou,a however, makeR ea*arUpl the wife 
ot 8'1'iyambhuva Manu,' inatead of the daughter and wife 0( 
hi. f..ther; this ia either .. subsequent imp'OverneDt by one 
8tep on tb& older version, or might imply .. dooble incest 
involving oDoiher of tho reverll6 order, which seems to be not; 
aJWfl'etber unknown to early legend and tradition.' A parallel 
is afforded in the case of Vin_ot a.nd Manu, both being 
<:&1100 • Sriddhadeva,' while ' Sraddbl is 8. daughter of the 
former tmd wife of the la tter.' The ~odio ooDOeption of 
Pilaan iii! the • didhi~ , of hi ll mother" and • jara' of hie 
sister,lII and tbe • ni ' "dvirw to Hari'ca.ndr. Olinva) t.hat 
the si!lter lind the mother were permillBibl1'l wivei'! of Doe 
delliring' offapring ,11 ehow that the two Bta.temeDt/J re.lfA"'ling 
Satariipl are not coDtrudictor.v." TraditioD also sDpplies 
similu particDt.ra aoout the prielltly grOtlpa: ill an .ltlglr_ 
KenBlI.logy (partly tinged with myt1!s), .. the maiden RohiQt, 
dallJ!."hte.r or HiraQyah.~ipu" is lltated to h3vo tloooMe " hie 
• bhiryi' 811 a result , of • karma,' "u~wbich sgreoa with the 
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tact that the 'Aligirasa' Veda. UIIO know. of ... 1 ~ 
lib thi8.1 In this CODllection the epitMt 'KanYi-Bharlr" 
&f'PMI"1I eignificant, a! applied t.) Sb.oda in the brihln.J;\ieal 
lagend of 8kand..'a birth (of Athananie chanwlw). 

But apart. born "YeT}' ewiy or 8elTli-Jegendllol)' jnllf.&noea, 
tllldition Blf:IO notices much IRkr aDd aclual CR8I!a of incestll 01 
tbie type; &nd it ill note"\ll""orthy that the two .definite 
oect1rTencea are ascribed to the Vf8J;li (Vida".) (.mily,
ot.henvi.1I6 remarkable for laxity. Between 6 to 11 atep!! !IoboTe 
Knll)a in the VP.l~i d.vna~tj c li~t~, WI\II a. musician kinj:l", 
Taittiri, "Who per.60nally inatructed his da.ught.er in mn.ie, 
Mucinp'. etc., and becoming enll.moured of her, hegot a lOOn 
Na1a. on tbat da.uf{bt.er; henoo Nab. (wbo succeeded him ) w .. 
nicknamed 'NandauOdara-<lunduhhi . ·~ ThllflC detail8 are by 
no ml'l8ll8 ftmeiful , 811 t.he dyrllllltie list. wherein theyoecw, 
are full of a ll 80m of natllr~1 perFW"mA.l dei-aih:l,6 [lnd kings 
iostruC\iDf( tbeir dlLllghlefs in tanl<lc lind d:mcing ill quite a 
common thing in tbe dyn a.stie accounh: thus in the III.me 
(A. W.) region and the same (Yido."Ya) group of ruling 
C!IomjIiefl , Durjllya (the H,ibnyR) in an «Irlier ,::enentiOD tIWgbt 
t~&e IIrt. to hill son!! anol d ll.ughter~ by .. . gandhar"Yi • 
(I.e., a oourt daoeitlg-girO'; a rew ~p.Dl'mtion. below N8la, 
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there is ~be well-knOwn iDllt&Doe 01 th& musil*i Bevala1 and 
hi.. favourite a..utI'hter (about whose marriage ~ """ .... 
difficulty)'; nd lD the nen step there it .. IIODMwhU..m..ilM 
_ of Arjuna in6irucUng .. friendly conlin', daughkr UtMz'I.. 
Vairitf (who e'VWl.t!fItly became enamoured of him).' The 
probable indication of II pa.raJlel to T.ittiri'R CIWII! in the fable 

. . about Pradyumna', being' Kim.' by Brahmi', eurlle, h .. 
a.lreBdy been noticed. Tbus the early Vedic referenooe4 to 
~&l rather.daugbter ooDoo%iona are OOIlfinned by the 
traditional.-

Pii \IBD'1! position &8 • didhi,n • of hiB mother' baa, how
ever, no • epecified' pru-al1els in trnrutioTl, except in the 
.Trendy noted mythical or semi-mythical Rta.tementa about the 
two ' ManUM,' lind the' jl:uM I l1\1ullion to the custom in 
HBrikandrn.'" time which, taken together, would RUgg"'" 
that e.mongst the lIIinvaR and connected brihmaJ;l. families , 
there Willi a practi06 of trnn~fereDce of the father'lI wivell to 
tbe eon. But conDcxiona between pefllODII in • llimilar ' 
poeitiOD are llpacified, and were probablv frequent. 'A clet.r 
caee i& that of Samba,' t!Oll of Kma, whOl!ll conllellionR with 
hie etep-motbe"" are said to bave brougbt ~a'8 hea.". 
('Ul'lles' on him 1111 well as the wive!!, the initiative in tbe 
affair apparently b(!long-inJ( to 8imb&'g , mothel'8 'r; 110, alllO, 
when Satyabhami-Sitrijiti seeb from Drnupt'di the seeret of 
ht'r power over her five hURbands, thn \!l.tter WilmA ber 
~&inllt talking or stayin!! in priva.te with her ~tep-lIOn.s 
Pradyumoll, Biimtm. et(j.' \Vitll thi~ mav be rompared the 
.tory of Ariuna and UrvdLIO . 

On a. careful considerl\tion of all the dyn .. tic ·reIAtion. 
Mips deacribed in the Rpi~. it bcoomee clear that the Gtorilll 
about the mirGeuloUII birth and ml\rri&ge of the PiQ4avaR are 
a.1I lat6 Rfter_thoughh, only of value a9 showing that aftel" .11 
they were begotten by jUGt tbe Ol"dinary type of Epic Niyoga 

Tho u.,.ltu ( ...... prillOt8, too, .. ~ ... Bhr",' ) ~e ..... 1, &lilli_led 
!.o u,. Yld"""Xlibo,." aIId .......... 8 "",t to .. d io tIM- B. W. 
di",ri.,... 

z rll 01.1 PllriVic _ . 
J cr. Mbh., Vmlapw~"' , 
• Vid ....... 
l To "'_...,. be -.deled • troditiorl ""01. 'IU. ... .,.' .. 0111<1 o~ <lhl .... 

hie d.. ...... ter h, M..,<k>darl .. oo.-m ( .. ho ................ 1IiI). 
.. Var. "': efi..u l d. lIat"1' : 'IU, 2 II; d.e. 80 .1"" bioi "bro4h .. 

PN.d1Jlllll'*o "'.....; ... hf.o f ..... ·m""""" y.,.nU, Aambaft' • .rite, 
... ha t1k .. u.. amative, ..,d d;"'l_ to b .... thot .... .bad oaq 
IIurud bu... .... did"'" "-" bllll. ITbo PIU"ioic _ trIM 
to .h_ tItoI. !.hI. dc>u.bl~ "" ..... 1, <I.,"" .... j..aikd.) 

, . K",,', "" ...... ..., 'Slmf.o,', _ ...... : .rilbaa\. en, 1IIpOciIocat10lll.. 
• Of looproq .... p_....u&ttUooa, NIpIdI-':r. 
• HWt. H 510-1\ (DncI.o~r.l,. .. ol: IU, ~'ar;. 

... lIbit. tn, 45-45, 181~1.II57. . 
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or HOPlI&. and married !IOOOI'Ilibg to & form DOt 18 tcMIl, 
oblOlete---other 0IIM8 01 polyandry being knoWD \0 the Ep:: 
IoDd the PariJ)u, and inatanoee of the raiaing of offspring by 
relativee or out-iden, and of illegitimate natural soDa, bein@" 
quite common among'" the ruling and prle.tly 01l1li_ (If thOll6 
timeef It is tpue evident that the fabl611 in tbe preeent ,.ersion 
01 the Epic and Pur!!) • • TegWding the PiQ4avall, .rotIe out 
of .. ctllal but (acoording to lator viewB) dillO'editable relation. 
lhipl, Ind it may be pCIl1E1i ble atill to diloover trace. 01 what 
the original facta were like, diveBted of '.bulonB gatb. Leaving 
out further detuils on th is point,' it may reasonsbly be taken 
to have been aD • original' f8Ct of the PIiJ;lcJ&_ history, tbat 
the penon (called' IntIra' etc. , in the fables) , who begot 
Arjnna by • niyogs,' reecivcd ArjUD& in hie oourt,' when he 
len the rest of the family to prepaJ'e for the bat tle , and mate
really helpedc b im with arma aDd training, and &lao anlertained 
bim right royally. The Arj1lTla-UnMi cpioode 0010011 in here. 

Shorn of 'pa.tltheonic,' lelilend&ry !letting , the eubat&nce 
of it i.e that one Urvn!li, n chief dancing_girl nUached to 
ArjlUlB'S ' (ath~r's' court Bod recognized s.e being in the 
statUIJ o( his ' mother,' became enamoured o( MiUDa (who 
was beinr;: inatructed in music and dancing in her company),' 
arW1, with hia '(atber's' oonHent, approe.chcd him; but 
she was rdulled hy ]Iim on "rounds of hijlher morality'! (she 
being ' guru_pa.tn! '), thougb .she pointed out that , in accord
anoe with custom, all ATjuna'a forefathers, tile !!TeBt Palll'8va 
priDOeoB, bad a.ooeptOO precisely similar in vitat ions , without 
any guilt being aUached to them .' There IN"e indica tions 
that make it probable that tbe ' father' of Arjuna wal 8. 

• 
• • 

• 

• 
• 

• 

Vida d. l.aill ia ..... « poI,.alld.,. and 'aiyoga.' 
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YidI,,.. prince related io Kuntf', tamily. -.nd he may have 
btten Puruji' the Kuntibhoja1 ; ihi, wou..ld agnle fo1lj .wub 
what Vadiliion &BY' about t.he huem life of tbil!1I6 .,; ...... a 
famili6o. wherein mch • artiBtl!l • _ODDeubinell and In: IOortoU 
were a chief feMwo. 

Tbeee epieodea of Bimba. and AIjUlLlo poin, to &on eeiab
lished dYJllIostic custom, amongst the Xi.dava8 and 1'.UB"~,~ 
of eoua suooeeding to the seragliO!! (. ufticiHI . or . non-otlicial ') 
of their {o.thet-.uy Ia\e wedieva.l rnlltancell of which ba"e 
been known in India 88 well IlS in othex oountriee,' .The 
an1IoIlgementa which wille made by Arjuna a.fter iho fateful 
8l&ugnler a1 Uva.ravati' make t il., probability surer. "J.ll6 
wive8 of the princes who hs.d perished, were divided into 
three batches, lind 'he throo ,;;urviving young prmce. pi Krol)&, 
Bitya.ki a lld Krtt.v!!'rnllm 'lI diroot liutll{i\e eucoeed.od to them, 
IWU were ellt.&hualleu along W1 '1l t hem in new principalilieB. 
1::10 aho Vicitraviry .. •• wiyell lUI> propoa.ed by hIB mother to be 
tra.nslerred" Ill! WIve, tQ bhi\lUlol'. \'Ino is r..qU6I;'ed 1.0 8UCC6O;d 
bim~ly in this C&E;e by toltOOptiODBL eircuOlolanoell the 
pmpoeed atlcQelJaOr is an elder brother. tio, ag&i.o., tluJ ~Y 
of Duryodbana, et.c., are, lIter the uattle, transferred 100 
Yudhi4~ira.· a brothers, who 'Peed the lligh t.s happily t.L.ere" 
-the .i,mn&iea of Lbe p&l&<.:es 10&1 bave ben tran&ferred Sao 
&long with them. ::such tnl"rl.luetll would naturally involve 
incestuous oonne:r..iona in the caM of ditec~ I.inea.l 5uooellBionB. 
1'hia is ilIU8tra\ed uy, th6 definil.o statement in Vita. Klt.. But. 
(refen:ing tp pcactioes of the p<IQ~Mauryan or pou.ibly • much 
earlilll' period) that. the princea of Vidalbb& (yw'I'II.h in 
ac.oorda.nce with allcient cu6wm, freely OOlleortOO. with all tbeir 
father'a wivn, exocptinH their own lliotUer,7 'l'he 1a\ier Butra 
dictum, th61eIore, that property in cattle, La.nd and women, 
is not dellt.n>yed by changing h&lldl,' 18 in peon a IlIOOnio 
crystalli:z:ation of much mor(l IlII.cient customs. 

, , 

• 

Viele "- I, 1>- 140. 
A. ~....uJ ..... 0"& I.he lUana, ~id. p. illll abo ... ; d, Cowllll , 

.Til. VI, 133, for a llagodb&n _, appu.1I&I7 of 'k Bple aPo 
wh_ 1:IirllMl .. 6b., ~ .. _ hi. faiJl. AriDd ...... '. 16,ll1X1 wi .... ill 

B,',~_ lUo!inal _ of tboo Hlj,- pr~._ of a..a." 
I""""'" .. "I d...,.bter) Milll tn.1illf~ •• ad '" .., ...... 1 ... Delhi Em· 

, Ybh~, 1. • ..... t"~h"'·""tJ.el ; r, 103. e lIbb. 6¥1 iadh.O) I XlI, 44, 4141·'68, 
,Vw.. . V. &, 11. 
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The epiaode of Uttari', mlll'J'iage with Abhimanyu.(in tbe 

Epic) tan now be viewed ~n the light of theflC' oblletVlotiOllS; 
A. Arjuna t&ugb~ Uttari mulie and dancing. !.he firBt thought 
\ht,t (lCCW" to the cow:t i, tba~ tbey should get married .... 
natural &&quel' ; in fad Utwi iii dembed as being clevly in 
love with .ArjUD&~. and she WIMI a fully developed yOUDg woman 
a.nd no toying chilIP; in apiw of :a.U tUis, she i6 m6rried to 
Arj\lDa.'a 800 (barely Hi), probably younger ~b&Il herlltlll .
Thell6 detai18, therefore, ale quite in keeping with the dynwic 
traits nolOO by tnldition. 

Tbe Vedic evidenre, conlidenld by i~lf in a previoull 
aee'ioD, supplies no definite due ae to the nature and origin 
of !.he incestuous se:x-:relalioDa there referred to. But the 
complementary evidence pi traJitioDai accounts helps iD arriv. 
ing at 110mB rUfIOuhle eetlmate. Taking the two together. 
it !!OOms clear cllough thllt. I,bese refereuceH JalJ waioJy in to 
two c!l,jIres , Olle referring to Remi_h iatorir,a l beginning. of 
flodety and mythical perllOnlLS~, the odler to actne.l gene.-
1ogiu,1 facta amongst Vedic ( ~ Epic-l>uril;l ic) ruling and 
priestly famiij(V;,- oome of i.lrem comparatIvely late, 'f ile 
I'onnu elaS!! ma.y aJmit of myt l,ologicllJ in tel'pretation6,1 
though that does llot explain why 6uch parental ioce.sta should 
I~ve ~ccm fa vourite similes QM been at all aSCl' ibed to perllOUa, 
h l.etorlCilI or legendary. 'I'he IICcond cJalia is evidently hiBtorical, 
tond eert.t.inly was no' the ~oduct 01 & primitive fond b3l'barou8 
cmumllnity: the Vedic civllizdion proper bat.! already leacbcld 

• , 

• 

, 
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it. Ili£bcet poin',l when t. CMIII are indic:ated • ..nd \be 
W, pba!lell 01 the Epic Bge were being ,,:orlled out. Tb~ 
web 00IlJl6J.iDDA between p8olen\ and aflsprwg, ()I' pen.o:all m 
equivalent. poeltion. cannot have been dll8 to tbe needs ~ II 
mongly P"riUchal. primitive aDd oonquering commUnlt,; 
the, wue ~thu the 81treme reault of two well-known foroM 
that. bave worked amongBt Uoriou. evlyl but eivi1Ded peoplea: 
the tendency in lODK-eatabliabed hereditary priesthoods lind 
ruling families to contioued in_breeding, and.to uDlimi~ 
\Q1lII6. t,1I.", a matter of fad the 010110 of the VedIC age, whicla 
i, the eune .6 tbe Epic age, 6howB evident aigUB of incre.sing 
eoeai dege.nerac,. in .UIany other rel!pO(lts, which clearly oon
tinned till ~be hOle of the Upanipdll /\.nd the developmen\ of 
the gn!lIt Reformation ill the PricL3>Thi" general outline 
win emNge agu.in and again in "iew .. we proceed \0 enmine 
the evidclOce in regard 10 otber lIOCial det.ita. 

With 1"e~ud to tile nature of the IliBter.marriagtil .1&0, 
the Vedic evidence by itself 6uggestI! DO very adequate 6J.pta.n.-. 
tioo" of the refe~llceB to theal; and here, again, ~he ' tradi
tional ' evidence i8 aomewha.t helpful. An eliaminatiOll~ o [ 
the Vedio Ilsel! Q.Ild import8 of wot'dB de.sign.~ing brother a.nd 
aimt', and of theit' comJJl"ffitive polrition in the Vedic (Dt'ih
m~icaJ) f&mily, 808 indmated by incidontlli t'eluellcell, yields 
l'athet' uneerhl.in resultll: tllose uaell and indieationll only ma.ke 
it pasllible that siater-marriage may have developed in a oom
muni~y . and ~e. whieh was either IItrongly patrial'Chal and 
empballl.aed the brother as mllo!~r aDd aupporter, tlr which , being 
originally mn.trinrchal. ~iiJl t'et&ined trace~ of ihe importance of 
'·he Jliaier in the family and deecent through the mothet'.' 
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The independent value of fJOch lioguist.ic evideDoe in hlatoty 
u ra.ther doubtful. The Puriq.ie a'ridenoo m.kal tbe ground 
lIOI'IIewha, oJe.acer; while ilieul are twp probable __ of ODe 
eleter marrying two brothers,1 there are definite till well M 
probable cuet. of • brother m&ZTJiD8 ~. three, or mOft 
aiBtur; ADd in ot.her inots.neea the ilist.6r il only ODO oC 
BeveraJ. wiv6II.1 Hence tbe nOticed silter-m..m~es in Ute 
Purio,a.-Vedic period were rather more patrillJ'Cha1 m.iaaturell 
tban matriarchal, being more de1lniteJy oonnectOO with poly
gamy thaD with polyandry. On the other hand, 8OlD6 of the 
early instanoes 8bow thal the chief pal1 in Inch uniolJ,l wt.. 
played by the sister'; '/\oud the two apparently polyandroo8 
ca_ t\"cre 0.180 ooIllJl61'&tively oo.rly.& lit:cce too matri.a.rohaJ 
type of sister-marriage WIIoB the earlier one. It Iooke like 
ba.viIlg !I.D ethnic 5ignifie&lIce. But the refer'6D0e6 in view 
belong to all the tbree brood groupe of the PrtbuiWi, Manva& 
and Ailas, thougb clliel1y to the non_Ailaa.· Indeed, the 
eeleclinn of the MFi.nt'1\. car.c oC Yama and hie Bider BS typieaJ. 
in Rv. X, 10, would indicate that 10 late a s the date of tbat 

., vJ.kovit"w.: the slster USUQlI:t took the initiative in such 
oonne.Uons; though on the ol.her hA.nd tbe ell.rlier Rv. VI, 6(j 
would suggest th~ it was the brother who took it; and one 
of YamI's rootivos i9 to hll.ve the full e:lt.oot of a brother'e 
rightful ' protection' and bear a worthy p6t1dson for the.ir 
father (i.e., a. pure.blooded one),- & pa~riarchal tra.it.1 

Thu! the Voilic lIiat.or.roarringe muat have origina.~ in 
two distinct pre-hiBWric types of civiliza.tiolll!, which blended 
their featmell in one,-proba.bly to he indentified with the Aila. 
and.the pre- (Md non_) Aila .. 
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The V«lic evidence' JlUggeste tbat polyandry was not 
aUoJ6Uler • uD_Veclio ' ; it Will apparently known, though 
part;icut.ro illstanceB are not named, which si~nce. h as at beat. 
only .. negative ...-alue, for ful! det.ila of thellet maUera e&nDot 
be eIpeOted from the natUM of the Vedic literature. The 
E pic tradition definitely lUlRignll polyandry to the clOl!6 or the 
Vedic age; and very much earlier; even pro-VediC- instanct'l 
are known to Plll'iQ.ie and Epic tradition. T he nnrobef of 
iIIustrationll of pecnli6t' euatom8 ill natu",lly not large, 
epeciall:y u I&ter editor .. were bU1I)', in I"flDloving striking traces 
of primitive chara.cteri.tica that had become offellldve. A re
roa.rkable <:aBe. 'of lIuch removal i8 the.!; of the polynodl'ic 
maniage of 8 brihmlloQ lady, Go.utami: the Epio "ffirffill tllilt 
in the time of the Pint}av8.a ODe authoritative precedent of 
polyandry wtu! tha.t o! G8.utami, who ma.rried lIe'Ieo '"is,' 
awi that the CII.I~C i8 recorded in-the PuriJ;lseJ; but the Puri!). 
texta, in their royal or pti68tly genea.logielJ, have no lJucb 
mention now: obviousl.v the instance has been removed in 
hrihmaQic inierest,4 In the caseB of s.iB'er-marriages IJnd 
incestuuus connexions, it hlJs already boon ahoWD how text. 
have been emended, muddled , mis.interpreted and myOlifieil, 
wherevllr prominent example~ of these were not iced; in the 
case of polyandry, Be well, tLe nplici\ illsta..oce9 that have 
~ped weedin/! out and emcndll tion are few, but it is s~ill 
poesible !o ~ thnt many f(N}l'C were known nt one tim{). 

Before prooeediog to examine thelll! probabilitiell, and ilie 
the famoull epic iIlSI'IIlCIl, wh icll Wf\.8 too well !mown and 
late to be sIlCCe8lliully buried,' tIle two ..,.xpJicit relorenoee 
may be noted here . The ten ,,-and80D6 (or great-gnodAOoS) 
of IIII.' f!lmou~ Prthu_Vai (l~'a married n. oommon wife M'"lII"i~l" 
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• 
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I. daughter of Soma.1 The Pu~ aooCI\lDt furt.her apeei1iel 
·&h.t thi, h&ppened, ~~ in tb8 Cikto ..... • ~U·I· .. 
periodl the tJOpulation or dynastic birth-rate declined. and 
tboee ten pnnoetI. the H&virdhinu (.180 lmown by the 
common appella.tion Pricetaeas)" were admonished by 80ma 
to procreate, who gave them his d~t: Mlrf~ lUI their 
cammon wife; 'the}' bad by her , tbe • prajipr.ti,· 
who was very prolific,' and other children al8O,' but no 
, fathers ' are spe<,;fied in any ('-sse: Do.k.,..Pricetallll. in rae! 
i8 often Mid to have had len • fnthers. '. The other explici\ 
mention is about the bTihmSI,l Indy. Jalili-~uta.mi aDd her 
"Ewell' T'Ii' hu"bsndll.' H er eX!iffip1e muat have been ~61l 
known and appreciated at one time, for in Mbh. (beside& 
PiI)4u'" reference) the wives of citi:r.ens &dmire Draupadi in 
tbe company of her five husbands and compace her to 
Gautawi with her ' w' llUOOrmds.' The chronological 
poaition of this Cal!6 is not 80 evident. but the outRide limi" 
can be fixed : she Cll.Dnot be plo.ced befOl'e the G!iutam18 are 
flr~t ruentiolled' in Bharato. 's or Moornlta·s time, or Ister than 
the Pil)~ava"" to wbom she, ie a "recedcnt : nnd tMre 1IU'e ' 
some indications in favour or''ihe earlier limit. lo 

Taking the le88 definite caeee, inferable or problloble, jn 
chronolQA'ical order. we come firet to tho .Ireauy noticed 
combined polyandry Ilnu brother-marriage of Haima,\'IU
Drl;llldvati, in tl lO l Sd l ~tcpll from MaUll alld in the Aik~\'ii.k& 
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(Mokp.°l : X~ I , 2OC, 7!73. 
Vide n_ 3, p_ 1<.5 . 
• Mohar.i,) ..... O~,.,..;·; Mbh. § 63/; (Rijadh.O) : xn. 3(1, 15'7. 
Ut.U.,.a . A~gir"R bei "-" re«;arded in tbe • 1'11' V"~I .. the 

II .. , O.Dt..mo.-r DlrS".t.."""ao. hi •• "". _..ding"" .... lI •• n .. 
• i"", (of_ P .... l':iler: ArRT. pp.2111.2IQ). 

Vidoo ;"'1". 
Abou t liv • • ~ &100ft Illi l . in I·be l iD'lO oJ K .. valU ..... Aiq..n:.., 

lJI. _t.omponq P ........ Sll.dboDY1I.II>.Dhudh. ( .. ...w. ink> .oJ> 
A.nra •• h" ..... ryl ...... d to h.", _ .. -"II <>f I..., """''"''''. Kadll" 
.nd J(oij.o" .... (~bb. , 415 Dhnndhu-"): UI . e, lJ,5.'I.a: l!O4 . • 
13587): thi. "dr.. 1. .. 1<, 1_..-d: but it ...... Uh\1 lJIat 
'M"""'yYobb.,..,.,1> plrtrfl'l" of ..- ~i<: ... hao -.. 
",.d8 into' J,I.ah\llrolj.o.l>bo.y<>9 pat ... '. '" __ odin", f ...... 
"'- P ........ " ...... ,.: Mon ....... "d A-'t.a.y.. -.. ,he i~ 
pr.,f..-. of Dbmtdhn. Jf \hI. '"- .... r ~" ...... 



( I'" )' 
!iDe :' aDd 0DIy tour step!! lower, to the ~ p.:r..lI:e1 cue of 
Narmldi (m. Purukut8llo and Ambari..,). whore the eome· 
what ~ning1eu • eambbut.& • of the ted. (i1lllie6d 01 , being 
.. proper Dllme) may be eo l'!!Jic and a corruption of ' am... 
bbiya: • -"..(11."'" or • eemmati,'l referring to N6t'mIoCJi'. 
beiDi wile of Purukutll& and brothel'!; in oommen. 

About 19 steps later on, there il the much clelrer C8M 
of M.alnatl.. Amongst the fint G-antamas (& &ection of the 
xngm.Mo8); aud Ja~ili-Gautami'8 polyandric marriage (cited 
by the PilJ4av8s) must have been due to a tradition of 81Icl1 
marriages ill thi, family . MamaUt is uid to have beeD 
Utatby.'s '¥iler but hi.. brother Vrhupa.ti bad free aooeu to 
and equal conjugal rights over her in Utatbya.'11 life_time; 
the only objection Mamata. ODOS raiasa to their eJ:erciee is 
her pregn&llcy at that time ; abe IUIks bim to wait, but doel 
not refer to any impJ'opriety or unie.wfulnesa. of conduct; ; 
evidently she VIM in the status of a wife to both brot.ben.' . 
80 aJeo Yrhaepati and Mamati'f:I eon Bbaradd.ja i8 said to 
ha.ve got that name from ,be cireum.tl\.ll08 of hie being 
'born of two ·fatbeTII,' who both charged the mother 
Mamati with his mainkmanoe; t lLo deri .... ation may be an 
ingenioull aher.tbought, but the fact retelTed to iii original. 
This Bha.rsdvija ill alllO called' dvAmUJ;lyiYll.lJa,' which '~8 
usoally explained Il~ referrinl{ 1.0 his adoption by Bharuta, eo 
that 'being the 901r of a priest by birth, and of a. king by 
adopti()ll, he would be the son of 'two fathen.' But the 
details or that ramou~ tradition4 of Bhll.Tata'fI adoption ,how 
that it wae not Bharadvija hilllilelf 'Whu wns lldoJ'I.ed, but 
his IIOIl or descendsnt Vitathu. (or Vida th in), who teems to 



'''' 1 
have been Mllolly • . iqletraja eon of Bhara.ta t-Iaough BIlAIoOdi.I ; 
proba.bly it was no 08.M of adoption at all: ' saqlkl'imUJ&' ,
tre.oBIDi&ion, grafting or infusion.~may equaUy refer 1.0 • 

, niYogu. ". So BbaradViia. _6 & • dvimUUiyaJ,l&' in IOO'Ie 

other way,--evidl'm'iy beca.Ufle he Wilti ' born of two fMheh,' 
Utatbya and V,ha6pati , who&& )oint wife Mama.ti _. in 
fue SlIollle way &8 Dt.k.p '11'&8, • fOD of ten fatbers.' Thoa we 
find, beside!! de..cend.nts of Bbaradvi.ja, tbree other Xilgil'MlB 
and ei{!:ht (al' twewe) KUyapa ramilies3 designated 'dv8mtltyi
yaT,lft8 ; allot thlir rorefathers CBnnot have been similarly adop
ted by chi ldJees kings. and thev hnve no evident conoellOiona with 
any dynasty; but the!le brihm3.l} claDB may well have bad 
.owe IIOrt of II biandric Ctlstom4 origill&!Iy. It i" noteworthy 
UNIt in the ned' generation also. the IIIlme teatll.res are repeat.. 
ed to BOmfo extent.' Thus Dlrghatam88 ftee1y &P~ 
hi" younger hrot]"!,',, wife·; tlnd like 1'IfamQ.tii, DirghatomQ6'". 
wife Pradve~i maiot.'.n3 her children, even tbe husband; 
Rud h is ruling on hl'r (alla on &1\ women thenceforwards, it 
ia said) re<d.rictin!;, her to OIle husband, IIhow5 tllat she too 
tprobubly like other Xn(o(irasa. "'omen) followed Mamata.' as 
Djrgbatamus followed VrllasplI.ti. . 

• 

• • 

• • 

• 

Mbh. -tat«. thn~ u .. ruult of B .... radv~j~·a good <>fti_, Su"aadA. 
tho 'l"nh 0' Bhat_la . 1000-. BIo;;", .. "y., .flu 1.1 .. Di ... _ had 
"", i.hed, Mbh. § 151 tpD", .. "'''.]: T, 94, :5710 ft. 

(N.B._Fro", .. COllI"leraliOll of all U", u.diuo". abo .. t Duty .... \.IO, 
11.",1\.10, Bb.rata. ."d tho O<>ta.m&·A~;i","""" it i. 01. ,... !.hat til • 
• "'I'krim.Qa' of nhcn dv"'ia .... . duo to lh. ;'.11...".,. of 
M ..... t\.lO·. ' .... ily; M....,tl&'. d. ,,;hter 8...,y&t6 ..... liven to hi. 
A6gir .... prien $all.varl. , 10_10 •• of Ulalhy.; it io poaaibl. ~ba, 
tb. inte ... ~ of Ihe M&rut ..... it.o. in tbi. adopl.ion.... d".. '" 
Dh ... dd;". boi,,!,: bo.n nf thl. 1I,;noo ..... 100 .....,. ... n have 
bo-ea th8 c""'m ~D .. ife 01 . 11 11" .. b ..... lb~r •. and tI .... m ••• 
M_.U.) 

Vld. iDfn., -. rt • Di.vo,::_ '. 
lliOl • • 9om.1;. ' , nd ,q. i.i ..... _A.ngin .... (M~' .. ,..: 196. 52); Inr 

K" ,.. pu.-Matay., 19\1, IH8 (hi~" .. being commm'll. 
A. urt<I'!i.~ tJ •• Ninve, .... 11 ou,.r nO<l.·Ail.o. poc>pln; vid~ 'Dfr&

fltllyap .... ,.., probably _ Mhvu; 1.h ......... KU,a!," i_If .... y ... 
<>1 D .. vidian "riKi"; 00 .too tbe ltIJIIe AiI,i.-). 

Of. D. 2. p. 147. 
1'1>001110 .... i, _~ out .ppanmtl,. fo~ tho. tr ..... ,.....'Dg tbe Ilmiu 

0' &II • aid .. ' lwoothe •. tI .. main ob!'~d;on apiDat him ..... hio -'''It the limita 01 doc .... cy i n .. t ff ".yo, and it. wOO .. ., .. 
hi, .... if. lhan hi. brcth .. "ha boni.hed him. At _ ... h ••• 
hen. probably IOn iDI<rme<li.ta .ta.~ in tho. duel<!J,,, .. , .. t of ""l,. ... d.,..--the ... i'. of tho •• ld •• • brothe. only bel,,; _on 
'" t~. JOunC'"'" brot.h .... bul not. ".ic. VUM t .. aJ.o in lb. _ 
of • niY"!l.· and wido ... · ...... rri ........ h~ .. \he ";«!>IJI of the aid ... 
botb .... _ '''lrirted ............... t.I1\. Ct. "..., hl tW ob~ 
.. Iocd b,. Dh"'t&<Iy ......... piDl Y.dbi,lhi •• ·, """.,..nl Dra .. padJ • 
... ho. ....~inK beaD won by A.j" ... , .... virtoJan,. ... 7"W'P~ 
b.....u. ... •• wife. 

M~mat1 ... d P"""~ • ..,On<>nLlC _i"oa , .. U_ GaD ....... 1_1, 
I. nid .... U, _ tn.,. <>1 • ptuoPJ"K m.,trl...,h.1 ""-""", , d. the 
_ ...... ,...Ie U ..... t.,.. J d . • too 110 • .....u. ....... b*>.rtoi • hi V ... 
liL (.rI'" ante). 



, .. 
Polyandric b"&its crop up again in tradition about 

20 step!! (uriber down, a.nd all in tbe 8Iome OODDWoD •. ~[t. is 
nobeworthy tbat the"., reler mainly tQ the Deccin people. 
oonoocted whb the Min".', The • IU.mi.YaJ;l.ic' u.mlion 
(common to both the epics and tIte Pllril}Ql affirm, thi~ 
fea.ture of Kipindbi,l wbeu Viii and SugriVIJ. are born ol th& 
tame mother Viraji, wile of J;Urta. by two co-esiaunt 
panmoorei('OJ), and they, in tum, practically bad either the 
wire Tiri, or the wiVe" Tiro and RUma., in common, though 
they quarrelled about it and excluded one auother &It.ernately.J 
Further IIOUtb the reia.tionsl:iip between Mandodari and 
• Riv~ , and Vibhi~l).a4 indicate" a .. imilar polyandric tnit, 
over and above' devr '.marriage. n 18 quite J?OO8ihle that in 
• SUfp&uakhii. · attending on 1mr brothers' dUring their IllI.I'ly 
austerities, it i& a case of aombined polrandry and liater· 
marriage : (or the only ol ber 'traditjollil ' il1.8tancell where 
aU8teritiea are assi5ted by an attendant woman are those of 
Agelltya and Lopi.mudri~ anJ (the legendary) Siva' and Uml,' 
in both of which the WOIll!U ill the wife. It is &100 lIigni
ficaut that it is only the' Rik,asa.· chiefs or the 8.E., who 
hunl or roam about accompanied by II. sister, who often acta 
iudependentJy . and excites the re~ntlllent of and endanger. 

P",b;o.bly i~ il c."..dl_ w oay uuw ~h~ lb. Vii ......... ... <1 ~ 
Npr_n~ ..... 1 rll.CN. p<.hop. in 10m ... oy OO"D.ct..~ " 'jUl Ia~~ 
D",~idi .... and Kol ....... , ..nlh "",,".ion.1 .hy .... admi.tun.. 

• £.11 ., Brahlllill"'_: HI, 1, 2,12,·16, . 1<:.; d . Mbh. IJJ, 147, 11103 f.; 
IU.m. VLl, 42_ 

~ E.g., Po.dDllO: IV. 112 i Po •. ~ RAm.C) , 146·16$ iBro.hmlq .... III. 
1, 218-21 ......... Til' ..... d R~ru1, b~L olllit. tbe (t.~ 
.".il«1; d. Rim. I V (Kip.O): 1·'ri~iJ<y ..... "'" ..... Ii to J6 
& ...... lIy, IUld _ . 46. 

4 Cf.' nra Mandodarl taiba' in WI. t.roditia,..] """pl. t .bC> .. t f."",u. 
poIy .... drou _ . 11 01 billo<)'_ Wilb M.!Idodtor\ it ... u opp ..... Uy 
oJoo .. .,.... 01 b",thar' liotu or COUl;" "' ..... "!I.; lor .b. d_.ibM 
h.co.ll (Rim. VI. 113) ..... dURhlu'. d'''Rbter 01 S\llIIIili. who 
....... 100 tIM!. .... "'.noJ grandf.thor 01 JU~.l)&l MolWloclarf"lIIIflbar, 
the lifhl-Milt H ...... ( ... 110 had a di ... trou . moD, ... ilh M.O·. 
f lll-h'" .. II lila. .itl,er u.. ......... Rh.O· ••• Ih~. f ....... d 
~bet Nik .... (K.io.l) , or I .. . . i.t.er. . .. . 

• T_i ....... oII ... t.p ' MbI>. u l, mE>. For lb. p"..,bihty. d. Him. 
. ill, 21, _,. ... 8Urp...u.", .,.11. Kh ..... h •• '''lib&,' o..nd be too 

opooJo:. of him.dl .. ller '1Iitho.· It i. to k DOted lbel lIii,.p." 
"c""","led he. I.,... for lUm& .... d Lolqm~ I""" h .... ' lIIIJI .. ' ..... 
81,,_ .... d iD ..... t.ed "'_ fO"!" he. plight. lI~rp.· !. nOd to Ia ... 
6nt be<n .......ntol to tho :&aloJn1. V idyujjihv", but 81 • . 0 lrilifd 
In. I-. betu., &lid th." mo.de b ........... to hi . bJooI,b •• Gr COIIoio 
lUuo.. "';~h whnm .... coalillued to Ii..." obeyed by him (lI.Im. 
VU. !mI. To tu.a •• J>. did: "P ... i"j{ 0'\"eI' (Jd·ltriDtlJ .y 
brotl:_ RW.-.<Il\&, K"",~ ..,,01 Vlb~, &lid th ..... 
..... 1Ma Xbano .. 01 D\Ift~, I "'" approaehi"l1 I,," .. b ......... 
talLillc 'a IoYOo with tboe . t 6rot .. ,ht,- ... thoa .,. booMDol 

. ,.,.. ~" (B&m.. III, 17}. • 
.. ~; V; ea. 4M: d. Vbll. Ill. '11. 867\1.8;1. ' " 
, .b \)oe ' Wer _. of P .... o r.Dd I. \M n.,..: MI&Qa: 16f..U8 

(the ,....., a' '1t ..... ·J 1 V .... , Ul.UD,· etA\. 



( 1JiO ) 

ber brotlu!cs, by her Budden aod mi,placed 10 ... 1 The 
I"rIlternal polyandry of Bunda IIDd UpaBunds 81so _ms to 
belong 10 the ,eneration beroc6 Rim., aDd to .he N.R. JlIoI't 
of the Deoci.n. The Mbb. i\Inetrater the danger of poly~ 
by tbe fe.moU8 ,torr of thea& two chief. of the Vindhyan 
upland. quarrelling ovar the 1lWIl6 womaD; and "vfIn before 
Tilott&mi's appearance, the boo brotbera IIiIIIm to have had 
other women in common, but witbout r.ny resultant trouble,. 
Conlidering all this 'Rimay~c' evidence, and the already 
noticed polyandric (and biDndric) !.races !I.Dlonglit the Ai~v8ka6 
(MallvlUI) and connected groupe lilw the Angin,6aII, etc.,s it 
~eem8 not unlikely& thlLt, in the ()riginal tradition, Siti was 

• 

• • • • 

Cf. t.hoo 11m;'" .,1 • $';;rpIlI&khi mnd her brotlw>n ' Ray""' ... ...,., 
.... d Kh . ... ok .• ud 'Hi,jirobl' a lld .... b""bl" (Hid;"'''' 
and Vw.., '""-), ." diff __ • _,e .. oad pt.iod,. 1 '"11TH .. n.h 
Par'; l<!r in ~b;l1IdGI thd ' /\olr~bl ' IDd ·Hi,jim.~ · .... 
II&.n.U:ri\i .. d rnrml <If t.b" origi....J. D..vidi.., and ..... .;ble ~pilht4 
of ' SIUU_"" lrulillj ur ~ro ..... p<iD<_l v.d • lllimbt.' Ipr<>Ud 
_ ... or empr_): .0 al",? 'B4Yao;>a ' . ' In-iYaIl' (lord, ki~). 
cd ' Ha.omllao~ '.' Ag .... ~"i · I""'" moo-,!..), . ' V~'Kap-i ) • 
.. .,.Iron d. it, of Ih. D<~vid,." V ......... , <>c perb.p. e"n <>f 
KaI.r ... ; ellJ8whera I h .... ", ong, .. led t ..... t brihm .. o got,... _ 
Hh A6gi .... o. KW)'IIpa mey b<o 8oJ>okril' .... f"" .... 01 D.erid'AlI 
cloD. nam .. (m ... ni"l! 'm'"",iao' and 'm"-_kd f. th •• ,' 
r.-pect.i.olJ'l· 

111 RI.m.O Man"" ie .oD (If Tidoki j. DOIl.Ar,.aD chieJtai,,_ 01 
~I".,. aIld K ....... ) b, Su"d. (. deocend .. t 0' DhUDdh .. ), who 
~I, am. to, bia elld ; and IboO@!> "'" • P""'" lUJo:, .... b, 
bi",,, h • • am. 10 b. res ... d.d .. ucb. I" lb. Pu r."", 01 u.. 
, .... b ... I.b .... Bu"do ....r Upa(Hi)ot>ado \u"".I,. derlff<! I""", 
DiIi' ...... J, Suod.' ... n b, TiII.u. .... :\U.rlu ..... bile _ 
readinJ __ \0 b ... implied lbol ha .... ' """" 01 T1\I ..... from 
Bund. mid Upa (N iJ."nd&t j .. it-h ... hi.~ mo., "" """'plOHd 
Db""dbu, 00" 01 'Madb!! "'U" K.ilAblia: antol. 'I"M 
~i"'" .'ltiOS of S\lIldOpo.oond.'. _ry ID Mbb. &gnM .. lth 
lbo~ of Mi>'fea ""'" hio po .. n'" io Rim.", ~IDg the p"", 
Viodb)'Ul JoroN ... d .. blol ... d. bor-dwiog on tho o. ..... i< 
... n." A"""",,inll 10 "'bh., Sund .. and Upo..,ad. r&ided the w""Io. 
.0DOt.., I..",. Ih.ir Vlndh,aa bom. (d. oi",i] • • d,a" .... " .... 
atbib .. ",d to Saad.'. I .... il' ia RI.m.O) ... d ..-bod Ku..,q"' .... 
whie), i. 'lait. probobl., .. a~ Ihi •• tep iD lb. d"' .... it; ]iM u.. 
KII'o kinRdom .... in .""' ..... owinll to PlMilo. ... Ida (d. lho 
1Oir«lJUtan_ 01 u.. Rf.quo """"paWoII 01 Viri9"'d); ........ t.N 
.""" .,( S"..d,o. oDd U_nda'. dootrndion Ih""",h • b ..... rl. 
"....,Iioo ..... ot t .• u hoeD .. ell 1".0 .... in Ihe It,,", """"'''''' and 
tb~ olIu.olOIl \0 i4 ID Pilolln. IXOUrl. io Ib .... r .... rD"i .... 

• B". B ... hlllivlla : III, 5 , 34 II ; Vi". : 61. n.3. 
t T ..... 'Hi ...... "'· I. n al~l" 101' 'patraot .. ,'-Vl,lI: op. 

dl..: prob. ill BI1Ih ..... ".. op. cit.. \b. 'rue ....t... mipll. boo 
• MlMo s.u"dOpMGnd .. ~ak'",m .j,,. . In"'" nt " , • 
B"..da.plltT~.t". • . ' • 

Vi ... loU.,. pIo!t of l&llt BOt •• 
~lb1l. i IlC6 (Rii1oo1"'o : SU .... op.O): T. 1rJD.l!1.2. 
V1de ... t .. 
T.... probtJ>i1iu. nood _ ..,....t ad..,i...,... of u.. ..,;eo, Inr WI 

""""aI ......,Lo "I t~. R6II> •• o«" ... d .t I6ut 1,l1OO ,.... bo.f_ 
'". D~ idMllutl_ ( .. ~i<" ...- 1IId. ...... ~ 
Ill ........ u.. lIlIadk .... to the ~ .... rt...-.. the ....... ol .. ~ ..... ol_"'~""', 



'01 ) , 
lbo comwon wife of Rima and ~, jud ... i$ • d6Izl 

• \hat she Wall OI'igill8ol1y me eiaw-wife of Rima'" iDdaed., lL4 
epifiOde of La~8 refueing w go to .Mi~t Rim .. Wllilea" 
criflll of di.tre811 &1:6 heard, .00 SiLi ~ him. ( 
Hharata.) with a deHigu of IIppropriat.iug hl'lrl!8lI ,rJter geU" 
rid of Rima..' _008 to poiDt to this original relll\ioDahip, 
which would ihen be para.lleled~ by the CIWIe of Tiri. ULd b& 
husbands at strife, lWlongst a JlIl!lple frilUldly IWd probably 
kiD~ 1.0 the MinvliI(I! 

Fox about 25 steps after thia, tradition suppliae no Uaoe 
of polyandq' (or biandry). Then, ~.in, indicaWoul beoome 
evident dunng tbe several generation' before the Bhirat& 
battle. It would aJ.m08~ seeIn as if theso lIopp&reut rooru
de!roonoell are due only 10 t..he varistion of tbe tradition i.e 
fume811 of detail, and 'loI:e not real re.ppeara.nces.~ . 

In connection. with lhe rrU,l.Q.a.V& propolal of poly&Jldry6, 
indeed, Drupada i. said 10 hIve beeD shocked at its novelty; 
but l)hrlilj.adyomna. gives the who!.o show away by arguirlg 
th&t Yudhifthira. 811 elder brother of ArjUIl& could DOt many the 
girl won loy tile laUer, thU611UUWUJ,g dJlh a.'-ol~uldolu l'uiJ" Iow,',i 
w/U known to the P3tlcila court'; and Krwa.:QvaipAyaQa. 
furtber spoils tbe ca6e by explaining how the pcactioe was 
f!IJIe.bli",iled s nd is to be recoguized.---twd Oile of bis ' two 

• • 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 



( If.! ) 
, e:rpianatioDa, "horn of fable, pi&in~indiCate~ thd even in tbe 
ned prel'ious generajiion polya could oocur in a good 
, ni ' rnmily' (while the otbu exp anation seem! to refer to 
II dynamo cue).! Abo\-e all,~ cven befOl'fl the ' avay&IPVVIo' 
of Draupew.i. Kr"'}II.J),.aipiyaQ.a fakes the JXI1yandry for grant-. 
ed aa an ordinary tbing supported by , ni' precedent, and 
advieee too Pi1J.4avaa accordingly, twice"; and Kuntj i8 
remarkably inaisi.ent in her demands 1111 IIIong,-ali that 
eJ:planation by her ' drG&d of WltrllthluineS8 ' being evidently 
~~ . 

This last poillt, and tbe fact that, whether by way of 
niyog~ . or by wily of polyandry," liuuti had herself known 

• • 

• • 

T h '"'.yud<ic ,<r>d.."",-, ,,1-. ""'oQB~i qll to up.eel.oict.e<! 11"""",,, 
Lo'4l". ed On """'''II"' tit. b,ll" .... l1 {amm .. , ...... " . Il.. It.. 
Bbhlol6 bl.IU., op<'ciall)' .",<)(Ill t.h. A.d,i ..... ~)'q>N add 
.U.ey .. : .. ide illf ... 

Vid. in l .... 
1'01' ... ber .incl1",,\.iooI. oJ fr~ue""J 01 polyaudry, yid" inll'&. Tho 

vet,. 1&<:10 U,.t I J,.uVadi ""a .bh, '0 CODCM) her idM(lL,. by 
prole"i"lf "" N Ihe ""mntOJ> ""Ie to! live • , a"dl,orn,' ( ... h.t· 
... or mo,. boo the rll&) ,,-"inlf 01 tlto.t. ~rm,_ Kinnar • • • ... Uppe. 
Sutloj hill<no", 0' .imply 1'",I_ion.1 ",.aicl. " . 0 ' jiuoiJ .... , 
.. /woo wi.", I&:C<>rdiDIF to "'ilL 11:1. S(j~ .•• r, no/, COJ>~oo...t "" 0"'" 
bUl~ud). ahowl U,~t pt>JyOJ1dry wu l . i,IJ w$H k_" in t.h. 
M."ya c<JUJJ~ry ~ .....,11. (l>.obobl,. even ' ~~dbnrv .. • i. aD .I~r· 
Uloul:ht, _"d th Pluda.u in th.i r LOCoril.o hile .impb 
puoed. th"",""I ... 011 .. another bumbler pOly.ndl'Oll, I ..... ily; 
.id" II. 7, p. 1St). Dra ... " ~ \.ok'n to'" a ""d'-",,1 .... of tit. 
00<10 01 a ,a"db_o king l:.Ibb. n°, 9, 267). Sh. pro'_ to bo 
"'. 01 h . Jl:andh ." (IV, 0, 273 4.; 14, 426; 16, 493; 21 . 664; 
22. 787), 13<> _lao tho PlJ;Ld." an mi.l.h .. f<)r ga .. db. c (Bhf.": 
IV. 8. 235; 22 . 792; 23. 8l~; n, 22113 ; Nolt.n : 12.323; Ari .'" 
45, lQJ. Not. that ;10 ...... , .... db ..... · ... ho ,01,;"""- 4011. 
P&o<,l ," to coot ... !., pol,.ancinoal mamag<> with. KUyopo. ,..i.n·, 
help, ud .hot JI&fldho.nu ..... Kiun&n. (Mbb. II. 10. J96 : .to:. ; 
... ide M r . l .. du • •. ". IIndh." "",d Ki,",.") ... ",on,ll .. It"", P~dn 
lind ..,d oU? .. ooI J{unli' • .,.d Mi d.!', fi v~ ",",du,on •• ud ,,1>0.0 
",ode.n ... pr.< .. !ltau .... Ih. Ka" ... ri • • ..., .1.i:U puly..,droo •. 

10110 ... ,2:Il (Caitn:.&tho "), I. 168, lIi11. Dh&I1mJo .... ch_ (o~ 
tile illlLtouee 01 • O.,.dbc .... ~hi.l l tho 1'19 ....... famil7 p~ 
in vi .... " I Ihoi, ioLud"" poIyalIdJ'OD. marrier, and "" per. 
formed t./l.;, nop'iol ri(.oa oc".....;lill8 "" • fvnn .. her-oh7 u.. 
common hrid$ w .. dn .... d to b. v. r-cpiJ>ooI vi"tnitJ aft.or .... It 
;ndlvid .... , marriaS" ..nd ito co ... u,,,,,,.lioa; h • • laO ~1"",,ecI 
tit .. uauo.! ""..."..,,,i •• for 1M child..,,, of t.hi, ........ '00£8' 10\.0 
klnatnOll "' .... aho 'he L"OJ"'I cha p!a; ... of 1M P iDcjJ .. IMbh. 
1. 183 ; 1118, 7!3R; 221. 8M11 ~). Thill tha a ... tema 
(M.,' .... ). VUi, wo ..,d K1IJ_ b'lhIno4. _'0 all I.m iliu 
..nUl poI~ri~ m .... i,. .. , .. much .. tho pri ...,.. .... d pe<>f" 
.. f lodnp ... t ha, Mat.oy. and p iftclila. Cf. lb ... poet "I 
D.npadl tha~ aha ""a be' h" ...... do ... .., ... lIot born .. btih ...... , 
for .... ""p~ Ktolri,.... .... bMi bee.a ",,110.1 a .,.". h::r n..J7Odh&na 
f .... II .... pOIpaMy; lib!.. ,!i40 (Arjnnibbis;."): ru,1/1. 

IoIbh. 1. 196. 
Via. lar ... 



'is 
,MWnJ • bush.m.M, ,. make it likely tha, poIyandr:f ___ tbeD 
al., known amongllt ills YldA". r&eeII.. The nniform fla!e:. 
men~ in the Puri.Qas thai . Ahukl' (three steps above Knr;u.) 
'wsa given in marriage w the AVllD.tis {or Annti prince!)',' 
.Ieo YidavA6, may refer to this liugeting pra.ctil)8; the lonn 
of the at.at.j\Went is too unullual in the genealogies to admit 
of any other mea.ning. In th6 .b:pic and Pur&1J.&8 ibtt AVlIoDtia 
have two oo-kings,' in tbe thinl step after Xhuki; Vida.rbba, 
another Yidava. state, Wa6 in tho sa.me period ruled by joint 
kings, apparently representing two 8edioilS of the same 
dyna6ty, the lirii.~ha and the Jiai~ik&~; Masadha in Ute same 
period had a !!UCC(l6llion 01 dUll1 kings6 ; 80 ~80 in Kir,kindhi, 
where . Mainda. . and . J)viviua ' ruled the kingdom of ViIi 
aDd tlugriva.1 11 these in5ta.nces of . dia.rchy,' in the sa.m6 
age and in a. continuous belt 'of coun~ry (the Uoocim and ita 
bordt:rJ..nd~), were not purely accidental, they way havtl easily, 
ied to a dynastiC CU8wm of ha.viug a oomlllOIl . mahlfi' by 
way o( 'uialldry .'" Apo.r~ fr&n tbi~ poIllllbUiiy there ie Burer 
indication that tmdition kDew of kwgeo of di llerent dyIJ.Mlies 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

AlOUi "jib. ou... primit,v .. lor", • . 
l~ ...... pp ... ut.ly .. 00 knuw .. ""'o .... ~ , b.e pet1Ilc ~f MiJJitm.&!I .... d 

. to l' .. u,..v .. pri_. 'h ODOWn> o! ouuol hLoorlyof N i.b.o 
"W,ye ... bo "era """ c()bj\ ... d I.e> oDft bu.bund ..... no,ic"d bI 
!:I.hod",.a Pivo,l"va wh .. " h. co .. qutred tbat lun,d .. ",) i~ .... . 
• ,ud '" hVlO bun oancl,ODed Or •• ",bl ,. b..J bI bri-liiuq o,~ 
(Mbb. lJ, 31, 113>1.40) ; d. the. ..... hlion toOOGl. UddiJ .... al al .... 
the ... of ... . Aui' (vro-Ylda,'. and C .... U.1 LDdlUJ I .. ni .. , ..... 
h .. oband and hawing , ..... by ... ,utl>...- Alen'; (Mbb. Db, 14, 
6M, 11'.). 

, Jt.v....,~ibhy"'" '; 0 .. " tn~ ....... Ib to . Jt."""li~ll' ; probably 'A~...tl. 
bb,,,,, ' .... uld It. • luod , ... ding (vide .. ut -J :-Dr.h .... ; 
15, 48; 54; H.tj •. JII, 0011; 1DZ3; N .toy., 44, 66-'10 ; 
Bn.b"'411. ' IIJ , 71, 121 ; 128; the Vi,.., to~~ '" .... rnopt, bUl 
obwiouoq it. """""'" ..... i ll 1.11 ....... " ' .. rm .. o\ob.t IelIk 

. ViDd,i. ..... iDdu ', Viyll' ~, 145 fl. B~4. ' tIl, 71, I1iO 11'. 
(eOllI ... i"", with the tw .. KekA, .. of __ ....... _ .. , ,,,,," U> 
tho Epic); 1oIat.q.: 46, 0.10; ViWn, IV, 14, 10'11,; __ 
in B .. ti~.; Padm., V, 13, 66. 

Th. lxotb ... 'K.itha' utd 'Kajjih ' ",ere /.he joi .. ~ .".. of 
K."lIio& Cit}', Bati... 108, sos)'81.- 0hl""al<.a hoi,.. tho 
, IU.jjjb' ill X_·. t.iR:o. (olt.> ill H.~;"'. 10& t.o lOB) ... 01 
Akr ( h~J)t, hoi", t.ha 'Krilboo' (ibid. , op. in the Hot. or Iri .... 
op~ to Kr",. iD ........ """" with R"km~I·. abdnct.ioD) .• 

In Mbh. : d. SM. ""dn (p. Mo.'i) for thoi ......... ,.....,",.11,., Juieaadha 
&lid 1000000d ... ; 1.,."'"""- .aII 9 .......... ; Dao<1 • .....:I D~4&.· dhln<, __ 

Mb ... ; ... u.. ..,..,..;.'~ <>f &h.<ien' • ....,UOe ....... pUp J &ad II""",, 
io< tbM.., J[twa' • ..,ploite. (T.o \_."""" -,,~, 
.... _, .. tboy ... occu. in 00IIUleCt.i0ll ..w. RiIIlo o.torilo 

aad ""ArIoio·n .. _' ~)' " A. • • i .. I .. ~ ... _ of VIII LIlli Aarptn I d .• ~ 



( ... 
.tu.ring the favours of 8 Ifinoesal by a.greemen\ ; the "PP6l'ao\
Iy wild t&les of "Xayiti fI daughw 'a and. the • five Indraa 'J 

prov-e tb. 

This ronner IItory, takea ue back to a period· bdart! the 
• Gautama.' e&8118 of po1y&ll.dry, ~uite an eady stage; and ie 
\.old, of perllODs who are otherwi&e famous in tradition; henoe 
tho amount of fable and brlhllllU)i~l edi6c..u.ion tbat has 
enured into the aecount' is only what might be Cllpected, 
epe<lially aB the hehaviour of i1lO11e peraonagP.1I W&8 far from 
credlf.abJe! 'l'here are lIOlne obvioull lustorical mistake. in t.be 
stoty due to Ruhsequent brlbma.I).ic.a1 handling,- but tbeir 
IIOUrce. ca.n be diacovered$ ; 60me of tho perOOll8 Damed 88 
wotempora.ry IH6 clearly so,"' while about o lJielll t bere is no 
direc:t 'r.mUonal evideooe to the contraryll ; and the Btory 88 
.. whole i , referred to in other oonne:idoDa and finds BUppon 
from inci~nlal Vedic, P uril)ic and J::p ic allu~iunll.lZ 

• • • 
• • 

• 
• 
• • 



( W ). 

<Tbe aubd.&nce of \he tn.dition, apad from cWai.a. &lid 
,.ariaUone. ,:niatUe. aDd embeUi.bmente, may be ~ .thaa : 
A IIiog of Yayitis' nee, ruling e.t. Praiitthina (ana prob.= 
AhUPyiti or 8&qlyiti P.lJ~va, i.&., Yl,r.tya.), h&d 1& daughw 
Midhavi, -.1110 called Vrtadv.ti, who, by IIOma agt'eemen~ of 
oWcure lIwth'e .tld origin,' _ II jointly queen to four COIl
temporary and neighbouring kings1 (vi~ .• naryUv. of Ayodhyi, 
DiTOdisa of V~.ei, U~in!U'. of the N.W., and Vil!vamiin. 
of Ranyalrubja), and who edified, and, bore famou s 1101\8 
(DlUIleiy. VUUIIlaDU, Pl'6taniana, Sivi and Attaka) to four 
different familiel (viz., Aik,vika., X"i·Aira, Anava-Aila lind 
Kaullika-Aila) ,-Iortd at the MIne time 1leCured. for her r.thcr'$ 
I'aCfI the' nie.ri\ of perpetuation' through daughter's lI01\II.' 
Later on ahe hfltd •• 8vayaz:p.vara' afrellh," and fine.lly wfJnt 
into exile with her 1'1It cboice King H&ry&liv. (oueled (rom 
biB Iri1lgciom),· who was aleo tile 6r6t; acd tbeir lIubeequen~ 
progeny became merged in tho Yid&va. groupB,~ Midha-vi ill Il0l110 

• • 

• • • 
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..td to ha." obtaiWld.. 'boon' from .. 'w' tha\ .,. ~very 
oon.oerim and ohild_birtb Rhe would regain ber Yirginhood 
without prejudice to tbe n&:l' ewe, 6Dd She &ceordingly her
Mil luggeet, that polyandric arn.ngement; alld the lour kiDg • 
• 180 are tully .wt.t e of wba\ they .nd MadllavJ were about. 
and Abo", every sign of approval and delight.; waile \heir 
IOnl by bl!lr a.re their heirl:! by preference. 

Such .. remlr~le traditioD regariling falnou! kptriy. 
dynastie, &lid heroe5 mud have been we ll-known in the daYII 
of 'he lliJiiratll. war, and Vyil!ll. 1108 a. PRuriJ;rika. might btl 
eltpected to refer to its precedent on the qneetion of 8. ' sidlJ.i
taJ;li' ,..ife for the Pil}qava princca. He does refet' to it; 
ooly later mytbicaJ. and edifying il.Ci)retiollf; ha.ve ob.&emed tbi, 
reference: too " Pat:lceodr6pa.khyiDa. .. i8 nothing but a garbled 
brihmal)ical Dccount (with an admixture of Colk-ta le)! of thie 
(lD~ famoUl. and striking trrumiOfl abllut Ole P6urava princess 
MidL .. Y i-D~o;Ir.dvati and her four (or ra.ther five) royal 
hn..bandll. ~ 

It ill II- noteworthy feature in the Midh!l.vi-' Pilticendra-' 
ftCCQUDta tbat the polyandry .described ill not" . fraterIlBI 'one: 
there' ill some amount or blood relatiollflhip between Mii.dhavi'f!o 
/lever .. 1 !mllbandl no doubt, owing to common Aila deecent e.nd 
dynastic int.ennarriages,a and Midhavi heree\f ill 110 related to 
thew; but there is no immediate fraternal reJationmip 
between the four king ... So alllO tbe !leveral ' I ndraa' (' Sin, 



( ... , 
Viivabblli. eto.) are UlloOO~ ~. ibe -lIIlly ~ 
uauany beirlg ihm ~ 'Indra ' -hood ()l' roY-"l, AJl.. 
ou. ,.~ "m tbe iDitiatiTe tallen by tbe rommQl)....... 'b 
tM one ease the brihnalN) GlJava pm.ys an ill-MtiDl' ~ 
&hnoa "unc.lled for loading pIrl, and in tbtl other U1 aCtt'~ 
ill IDIIde by putting Siva. in tbe same position. But it is qui. 
evident iliat tbe rei and the god lore tbere to silel106 criticism1: 
tbe chief abare in arranging the polyandric connexiona belong. 
to MidhavI and .. Sri "J; tb(l fotmer hereelf Bugge!1t6 aucll 
oonnexion and gu.9.r.nt.ees that no queation of ber ' v:irginity • 
e&D be nieed by the 8e'Ven.1 bWlblndB; the l.her alluree all: 
• Indra • into tbe • cave' where ro~others baV& alread .. been 
led to complete her qnot&, and paralYIleR her viotims by her 
~uch. A tbird feature is an indication that IlUch a polyandric 
a.n-angemeni "'&9 ineidental to times ot great dish'elll, 
upulaion from • In"aratva • or 10000f!bip in one ease, and that 
from their l'6IIpective kingdoffi't in the caM of the rOUf con
temporary king.&, owing to "the [amoue HBihaya.Yidan 
innmoDII : evidently the connelion WNI intended r.o serve fi' 
lM buill of a combination a~in8t the common dnnger. 

The Jl&I'lI.lIela in tbe Piil;\(j.ava. age a.re aignifica.nt. Like 
Midhari, Kuntr ie al80 granted a • boon ' or II. 'mantrn '5 by • 
Y'Ji, whereby she could , without detriment, IlWUIDon any num._ 
ber of notnble per80na ( ' gods ') to blT preaence ar.d beat" 
children to them; and after her fi l'll.t experiment !!he wu 
granted a further boon ( if it waft not already included in the 
fint) that she would continue to be a virgin all tbe same.1 

In connect ion with Draupadi'~ five consecutive marriages and 
con8Qmmation~ it ia alated toot everY time she became a 
virgin a!J"f:!ab . ~ Satyavsti, 2 etepR before Jl:unti ret8inlld her 
" maidenhood" even after bearing a lIOn to P.rUara by 
virtue or a. similar' fli ' boon." Am01llllt the Yld~V8I: be
~ide~ Kunti, Bhii.numatr, d&ughter of BM"u a retitiv& of 
KJ"fIJIl, is given in mllrriage to Bahadel'8<Piir,IIJava like lion 
ordinary maiden, aftin' her l"6pe b, Nikumbha, with wbom 
~e lived . for a pretty 10Dg tIme before her rellCUe.' 



( ... 
ADd: R-.u'. OWD ai!5ier trutade"i. tboqb mlll'riecl to 
V~ of Kiruta. il "W $0 ba~ beeo lQodier of 
Ebla .. ya, fuoecJ at Naitidi (MId 8OD. 01 ~,..,am.ll). 
b ... ill8' bMn brough' tip by the Nlfidaa _ ~: 
clellTly, Elrotadel'A-bad ... Qmilar .,dYent1lre to Ronu'" IUId 
EbJa"}'& was her • kinIn .. ' .on._hich however ... DO 
detraction from ber • maidenbood' or a bar 10 .~ft(lIl$ 
DWriap:e. The frequent ueriP'ion in storie. of reitoftd 
maidenbooa to • apsan.a • ell (aome 01 whom were rea) 
women~ alter oonnexion. with rti. OX' prinC!lB, ~ tbu. 1)IM'tly 
• reftex d ectna.l oon(1itiou, and opinion.. This lel{t>1 l'Icl.ion 
01 reetored or continueil"m.idenbood -was 6vidMItly invent.ed 
at • t,tel' period to jUlltify undeniable C&eea of polyandry (.,U! 
licenee) in the tlMJ' paat,----or ml, have been eoev.l with that 
iDlltitutioD in its hui' itll.:VlI. Like Miidh&vi , .. gBin, Knntr her
self suggests to Pil}~u Jiow elle might become mother of 
children by (lth'er men~; .nil like her and 'Sri: DraUJlBdi 
captivates all the five brothers b" ltlI'Zinft' upon eaeb one of them 
in Iovf', Wn(lD IIhe ill bmna'ht to the l,ot bv Arjuna. .nd Bbfmr..· 
SU~llentl." , on th6 eve of thc W't'at baUIe. K~a, the 
• IJ&khi ' of Dntupadi bad a ~et eon(enm~ with Kfln;IlI., ilIe 
• kintn.· 8(1) af Kunti, in which he t.ried t(l win him over &0 
the Pll)ij!l.vlI. Ride , hy promil<ing that the cO"etahle Dntlnadi 
will "1lpronch him RIM RII wire when t.11e 6th tllrn eame.' Bndi 
fI. f)"it could nof. b~"'e h ..... n offere<l it 'Kn;n!l.·" • l'S1chl • had ll(lt 

taken tha initi.:ltive ill the m.:ltter and expressed t.o h im her 
wmin~ese· to fllttf'nd the $COpe (If her polyandrv bv ~ption~ 
(The PiI)Cj!l.l'&R i t is said CIIITI& to Imaw the truth Ilhant R'llrlQ.. 
II.fwr hj~ death'; it JTlav or mllV not he trlle; hilt that l)l'e8ents 
no dit'licnltv, 11.1'1 PiiJ;l'}ll 11.190 did not know nbout the early 
amour! of Runti who persll~!I him that &he wa~ for the firet 

• 
, 
• • 
• , 
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time . k) oparimen~ with the • liceDM ' me bid frum. a 
." rti.~Tbe non·trawrnal type of polyandrv ill Uae lUdh.~ 
Pd Sri 8~ ia found .teo in tbo CMe 01 J.pJi..GaIriMol • 
• bou~ • dozen _tepa later, where rw ffilatiOll$hip betWMD tlae 
7 bWlb&.nd. ie llligge&ted, while in aw NoIlle 00" ............ t1w 
10 huabande of Soma:. d&ught.u are stated ~ h'''e ·t-D 
brotbera with $ common appellat.ion. In Kunti', Q911 {wbi~ 
is 18 much ODe of ' niyoga ' 1.8 of polyandry).:' aome of the 
, bnabauda ' may hIve ~n T,1.ated II h,lf·btotbe:r. or couan.. 
but. others were not.' In DraUpadf'1 caeo 1101110, h ia not pDnlly 
• fraternal,' {or Nalrula and Sa.bede'l'l had no blood relation
lhip with the other' brother ... at aU, and weM aimply in ,be 
, akt.U8' or brot.here; the r ell1 were but hall-brot.bera. 
Midhav!"' !:!, being the common wife of lour kinga did nef p1'eTent 
bfll' !lOne by t.hem from duly sucooeding to the ir respodive 
f'tbera' kingdOlllS (even by preference over other fIODI!, 8.11 wnb 
~t&b Ind Sivi) , or th066 Icingll from hIving other indiTidual 
wives (18 with Vihimi'r. &-nd U~inaf8) and other 80m by 
'bew.~ So alllO in Draupadi's CIlBe, her BDllS by l!ODle of bet 
hUllbands are re~Di?ed as • dayidas ' to them in. 
dividually ,' lind I)robably this l\'as I!'O in all cuell, with 
the flll:cepLiol) of ArjlJna 's 11(1[1 b.v DraupadT (being apparently 
born after Subh8dr3'6 lIOn Abhilllllnyu)'; lind the PAoqava9 
801110 have other wives individually " though not without 1IOIIJ.6 
~PI){)~ltiou from Drallpa.cli.~ and other BOlls by them. Again, 
lust as M iidhu.vi is free to 1lI'l1ect a h usband in tbe regular 
manner, ev~n afl.i'r he r p r.wiou 8 con r.~XN)Il8,IQ!IO 11.180 Dn!.upadi 
is uked by DUQ8ilsana :Ind ]{an."" in thc ' IIIlbbJ,' to eeleet 

• • , 

• 
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Mbh. §I89 (Pi 9du) , I , l2'l (IatkJ" paJ1,) and 123. 
Mbh . T. 196, 79Ii/i. 
For t.b. 'Ili;y<>g&l' ...... DOt. conlh.td to 0116 .......... and r"",_ ..u 

al""1 lived with bit lwo .. i_, uvciling ""0 """jmpl ...... 
(-.to \eu~ .mt-:.l1<!mtlJ). 

VIde la (, •• Me. on • aiyop,' r< KuatJ. 
U ti ....... man-i'" 4 ather dt . .. of 'rlja.,;.·, &lid t.heir _ ... _ 

-.bli.hed in • naJDber of PUDjlb principditieo ......... ' alkr 
I"""'. Ih .... in Ii"" t...ing Mllloinued by $l~ : d. lIrlOb .... : 13, 
20-.24; HlIPi" . 31, 1674-'7fI; VI,.., 99,18, Bra.bml,,.: Ill. 
'74. 17---3l, V;,ua: IV, IB, t . N~ V;,v .... " ... ·.d~ •• ,.in. """ 
"""'. d. ref ...... ceo .... lb .... ill U~ 'J'rilaA/ ... o. otorilo ill. all l'ao-.o 
a .... 'Iwo K ... 'ika "", .. _" .. ia t ho _. 

E.~. !kt..lnlka, N.lral.·. ' di,rAd .. ' (Dilen eal*i NAln.lib) : ef. IIbb. 
VII , 1086. (h i. '\0 ba ootiId IbM N .... la' ...... 1>,. &II 1Adl ...... 
.. ;t. of bio, Ni".",it ... , it out. hi. 'd'~a 'I. l'....uriDdU&. "-
..... 1>J Y .. dhiflM .... io ",,~~Iy t.N 1~r'1 _n '4,...'; 
ct. Draa ..... I ........ ' I. 0.& Soltbl "'""~ oil. oauDO!. -.. tJ.e '"-Ill 
!.hot l'n.ti ,O . b""ld bo un ..... "n'. _ boi~, tbo 'riJ"potla' 
!u... K l ..... or YDdb.O '. b orl r ). 

Mbh. 1253 (~, O) r. 221. 
For ~b-. iDdI'fi4u1 ....... ....s \~. _, "Ido., Vlyu, 'iIlI. __ ' 411" 

1I,"-,!iIl. 61""', Vi",a : rv, m , II-Ul; .d _ ..... 
hi fan dotooil la mh. (Wlf to -.:it of ti, .. wlv. .... '\MIr -. 

WIoh. C~ IB~.") I, 211. 
N\h. V, Ill). 
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1,11", a hulbaDd tram among.t UJe Kuru.' (though the 0CIeMi0.D 
for dla requeei t. a .pecial circumltaooe), and later OIl J.~ 
drailt& fIoQks bee to Ie,aV6 h6l' five buflbands aDd be biB (jueea-; 
Kieaka. alio wa.nted h"r: he did not know who abe '/VU, ~ 
knew that abe wu (I ma.id-in-waiiing with five husbandl WhOM 
venegBl.lollOO migM faU upon hitn~;-the underlying idea. applll". 
ently wall tha.t previous polyandrio or irregular oonoerion. 
(like t.ho&e mentioned above) were no bar 1.0 subsequent 
reguw manillfl"e. The third feRture d. the Madha'VI
Paftcendra .toonel W 11.1110 common to the CaBell of Kunti and 
Dru.upe.di, particularly to the latter. On the continuity of 
P i ijqu'li claim to tht: tJlrone througb SODa raised by KnotT 
(wbo Wle a Yiidava, princeS8), on the securing of riticiln 
8upport Mld mllinknance of {raternal unity amonfl:1It ,b_ 
'PiQ.4aV8S,' turns the whole "tocy of tho Great EpIC. 

For no in~lance of polyandry, however, ill so much deta.i.l 
,'aila.bl& ill that of Drallpadi; and a ll exa!llination or these 
deta.ita ,bould bring out what polya.ndry wa.s lite4 in its last 
doys nmongBt the rul ing .;,lD.~IICJ of the end' of ther Vedic period. 

Polyandry in IIOme fonn .l!8eTtl 8 to have continued longer 
amoDgR certain Ilrie>'ltly sccliollB (RS noted above) . When 
Ut&1\ka., a pupi l of Veda (the' purohita ' of Janamejayu. Ill ) 
ill most calmly reque8ted by the latter's wife to take tbe place 
of bllr hu~b .. nd h lld approach her for the sake of ' virttle:~ it: 
iII evident thst thi a. WIUI not .. merc iIl6tu.oec of hl.Iity rmd 
ad~tery (which were common enough), but Q cUlltomary 
latitude allowed to the briihm(l.D- wife, amouoting to polyandry. 
So .!iIO, Uddii.laka.'s" 'wife' ill free to go with other' brih. 
Ill&Q&: .either of her OWII will, or in response to invitations, 
and thra full y in accord "",'ilh ' honoured ni cuatom'· nnd 
Svetaketu ie ber ton b~' one of her' husband 's ' pupilll.' 'SllCh 
a ._tate of. aDam' W(luld show that il) prielltly settlements lind 
rema", 190mted from l1nb1k ci t,~· life. re~idcllt br/i,hma.r;la of 

• • • 

• • , 
• • 

Mbh. ,,3(M (Anudf1lt.a 0) II. 't1 (Oul;J.o ., ""I"") ~ i ~ (DJ'6t.a~) II. 
n I Ka~a'a .. qa .... ). 

Mbh. f5l!:! (D ... ,.· .h.,..O) 1fT, 9fi7. 
Mbb. fMl (Kle.O) IV, 14 fl. 
Th_ doot.a.ilo .,.., ~lICu,b for a oepa,at.o ",,,,,,,,"pb; j~ i. inWt .. \jD~ 

I<> f<>l low \he ,·w""", •• • nd «>ftRic14 of lbe .,.,..hu , bould •. &lid 
\be o.b&ll(illil n OlI .. "I the """"MIn .... if ... or 1.h. ''It.! ud 
"""i.1 _,~ion <>l t h. pati o. c,,",""Dod to fa. aa ilh .. ,U&t.od 
in diS""," OfIioode •. 

Mbh. J , 3. 
COD\.eIllP. 01 J..-.j. ya Ill . d . Mbl>. l. 630., 1lO47. 
Mbh. 4 187b (Pi"du) t. 122. 4124-·36 ; Tid. D. 2, p. tIi3. 
Mbl> . §6J6 (Rl.jadb .O) JUT, 114, 1229. . 
/; .tepo fo~h ... 01' (d. P~r, AIBT. p. ~ 8uyakuaa·J&"" .. 

b """' of .. _n .. bo had .,.,..lMri ........ iUt. .. _1Mr o! 
bdhmaoo in ODO boa..,bold (or eI\o&b1Ubon0llt). OD thai· \he 
_1.&c<I of her la ....... ..". ...... ai ..... ~. (ChlIIII . UpUI. 
lV, 4, 1.1(. 
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II. group ohen had a woman or women in common.' It 1\10 

noteworthy that tbege two instanceH refer to the Xilginaa, 
Killyapa and Xkeya groUPB,1 otherwise noted for tracer 01 
polyandry and b:nty. . 

For the intervening period' between the later PiJ,uJlIov&8 
&nd BuddhieID, C8ge8 of fOlyandry are not known to the 
l'utiil,lic dynastic history. But the guilt prev&~nce of 
metronyroic8 in thiB age amongBt tbe brihmaJ;l8 ill Buspicioua, 
and cannot have been 11011 due to polYKSmy,6_(or tl1iH Willi n'ore 
or !eBB general in variou" other earlier or later periods. and 
eqUAlly amongMt the ruling cla£88B.T Thill crop of metrony
micsS arnongrt the prieathood must have been thercf()re pari)y 
due- to oontinued llioxity' nnd poly"ndry, in a proportion tbllot 
carmot ,"ery well he determinc:d. Rucldllilltic references to 
polyandry are not many, and the~(' are most.ly nUe echoes 
from the earlier Puril)ic t rarlitlODB. Thus the story of Rr$f.!&'" 
rnarr~' inR the IS PiiIJ<js\'a princer<.10 ill told plainly lind without 
fables, with the explanation thnt ~he WI\!t' II. pll.\OIIionllt.e "irl who 
fell in love with five youths ~t the samll time, insiBted on 
marrying them all (to which her frtther ngreed rather rd nctant
IY),---(lnd yet craved ror 1\ ~i1;th ('<)nflOrt ;11 quite in Bgreement 
with epic indica. lioru •. ~J'!llill, Vidum the Knru (prince and ) 
coun!lellor warn!; Arjun1l.' .. !!On O/!(Lin Rlim\' ;np: 0. wife in common 
with othera,-a ealamit.ons thing for /I. hou8f'holder: Jet it 
appears /.lUll, hi .. own AOn~ hlld " C('lmmon will'. on whom he 
rel ied'ror thl'ir ~lli,lnn"t!u '1'he Ptor,' of Pnflcnpi\pa. th l! 

1 On the onhod~x • "'D~h. · "f nu"dh3'~ t,me (i .e. bTih"'"\lie&t •• ttl •. 
....,nl.) I f ... " "_n ... T. Wmm(ln t,. th wiKo\e ooll.o: .... Ii.., ; 
1""0 <>1 .... em ..,00_ nuddh"_ ..,f .... nn • • ion wah b~r)l .r. , h • 
.. Imoo\, 1'"ToIM r .. ~tk~ in ' ho h " m~d'n .l VO'loQn .. . m .. th. ' . 

• et •• ) • 
lJdlIiI&Ii.'. foU., ATU~I w .... o..~k .... ( Ar~ n • .• 1 np"''''i ·Onla>aal: 

.., .. I.., DddAtalra i •• !-at.d to> MU ~n An A6gin .. (lIat.y.: 
196. 4. 6. 811 "" bown • • 'OIInded In Ac.r.,.. got-•• (M.~,.o, 
lII7, 21; V .. dR. lih Uddllab , .... iD ,' •• id..,« wi'·~ tb. KUyoro 
Pbanm),,&; V~do .... 0100 on A •• ~' tV' Tiho: 37, '7). 

3 Vide 0"1.e ond infta. 
• CDI:5 centnries, bet . 860 ..,d 6SO B. V. ~ 
& AppATently _1"iI to tb. cone;" cl>"&<leT of the traditia"" 10. t_ 

• , 
• 

• • 
" 

u 

,,-
AI' K.itIJ .,,~ io hi. Ait . .lh.~. 
Virl~ inf .... --. •• ""lyt&lll,J'. 
Lootu "., \q hi~ th. Ta I ... panl~l pr.~l_ of mo1. . .... :rm;~ '" 

.u.. And",.. iD..,.ipt-io"" owl c<>''''' bQ I .DOh <1<0&. Drav"! .... 
<:han.ctn ill aD\. .. idtnt in th ~'n l i.r """., 'i.h<>ul''' It i. t>-ible 
tb&t. ..,.,.., of the.. mttronywnice . mbo<ly ( ...... 01 "",t-ri....,hy \ .. 
IJ>a o/itrinall .• "",,·Au. b.~.1P f...,m.... . 

Of Ihi .... era1 i.,.111 ....... are Ir...",., in conUII>""".,. ht.vakoN. 
C.....,!1; .1itAk_: V, 1l25--'1fT 1 240; 243. 
T"'" bo,oi. 0' t." par ... . lar "'~,. be .;u,.. the ~c 1udit""" of her 
~ ... I<> m. ,.,.,. K • ...,.. ... h • • M~ ,,,ulland . or tlo» of IMr

""p;-,,; • rn_rit. enDo.h .1I_cl."" (Vr"OIInaa, .. ...,., AT:j_ .............,J. 
~ll : Jilth., vt., IIlf- -la9. 
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common wife of tw, prin<:e$ Vab and Pivirika1 of Dfi and 
a neighbouring principality k)wer down on the Ganges, may 
however belong to the i.otenening pre.Buddhi8t period; Uld 
the introduction of Krf.Q.i', story to iUustrate a cont.emporvy 
etat.emen~, that a woman witli even eight husband, (app&I'ent. 
Iy the limit reBciled by fIll,ternal polyandry) yet lange for & 

ninth,' .mOWR that the practice WaR not infrequent in Buddha'l! 
own time. Polyandry ae an institution exieted in Wf!1l.known 
civilized Rlates and communitiell in the Western sub·HilJll.. 
layan area,' in the j1OIIt.Mauryan &ge.' H "'ill survives in 
those outl:ring , iryan , tra.CW of country ,a and smongst various 
Tibeto.Burman tribes on their border. 

• 

• 
• 



IV. 
No case 01 ' Niyoga ' ill definitely mentioned in the Epic

Purir;li4 tradition until about n atepa below Manu; tbe ned 
dofinite ill8u.oOOfl being I.t the Mth, 9Srd, 94th, and 91tb !I~ptr. 
(wiih one not very. long before the {l3m).1 Thia rarity in the 
earlier ages, and increaeing number of CUM later OIl, muet 
partly ha;'a been dlle to gradual disoouragement of polyandry 
aod widow-remarriage" amonget ceriain sections at ibe ~ng 
nobility,- partly to increuing degeneracy of the polYIJarnou8 
wea.lthy prinoos3 ,-and partly 10 tho growing prekllllllODa of 
the priests.4 The first cir('umstance would afford the &lOpe for 
a. specialised' niyoga,' which would otherwise ha'l'!'l l:ieen IIllper_ 
flUOIlI: the eecond created Dece~itiu for dynMtic continuity. 
whose urgency increase(! with 'tbe. dU!'lI.tkm of thoIIe lines: the 
third developed a. morbid esteem for introduction of _notifying 
. ni' blood in the priest-riddeD la.miliea. Indiutions of all 
these cirC\llIlstancea will be rltIted in the following &<:<:Ount. 

No defini te ' niyOf!&a,' again, are recorded of AnT otber 
ruling family liesideB tbe E&lItern Xnav&a (A'ilRa), :Aiq'llikaa 
CKobla) and Paun.'\I&1J (tbe Doab and Kuruqetr&) ; while 
the brahIllIIJ families expressly oonnected with the practiOl'l 
ue tbe Gautamllll (AngiraMI:\) an"d the Vi'i~bAS,-with 
apparentl,Y the KiiByap&8 and tbe !treyas,'_11 connected with 
those regions and dvnastieR. ThPfe are a few probable calea 
amongst the Pitlci l&8, Kiinyakubja!l and later Yida"lla.\l,· but 
bardly any 'r&cell omongst the Turvda.a. Druhvus, "'. Anll.'\l&B. 
H aihaya8,' Kiil1i~ Va.iMI{)ya~' and Vai(lehaA.' n ~\lM 

I 'the nCIIlborinft i. on ~ baai. of PUrim'. e<m>para'i .. Ii ... ; "". 
app"""lm .. t.e ...-,..1 ~u...,"" wov.ld oIaad ~Oll If \.boo. """,ber· 
i_ ho.v. to h. alt. • ..! ' .. too. Ga. Of lot ... ,,'. imlll..d~ d ...... d . 
.... '" {within :3 0tep01}. Ra\.hl\&r.' •• lfe Ia _1<1 to he .......... ~ 
.. ' lIiyo~.· to ... .A~lPra ... t,ba "1IIltont _. kin optl""':II,, 
Ir .......... .ol!\ji ...... .,.. 'K ... I""~" d vij.",vsb ' IVI,. IV. I. 
2'. aDd """"IlL 0.. i ~; ct. VI. 88, 7; Bd. lIT. 63, 7; lb. 11. 658); 
b"t _"i.ition of brib....., rl." " ..... ..,d of lhe . y. dMi,1 •• U .... 
i. on '_on' _JI'IIt Mlnn ... d All. b .... ~h (amil!N r.id. 
Pqile. AIHT.) , o"d tbe alleged Inotoa .. ia 10 .iMUtood, .hat, i~ 
i. m ..... proboM .. thot. too """"m8..to/m>o' .. rpl .... t"'" ...... "
,. n ' . I.., .• K"..~t.U, . ate.,' In .. 84. 1e1t. 

1 A ... it!> til' RUtin..".. .. dyn..",. (et. Bbl"".'. H' ...... to """Y W. "...u. ..... wtcto.., ... d ,he linltllluil,. of n . p".,. .. 1'OIl'......,.). 
I Ju wilh V.liLVidLrarlryo., or p~", 
, A • .. llh .I~~ &lid ""If,,,,,,, """" .ariDao ~. 
• Vi .... i .. 1n. I".. tb. i"di<>&tOonl. 
, VI.d. W ... 
, 1II!"eept. ri., .. oaId I.. ""'h"'."001 ri<rria& ..a.m., 411. .....1.· 

qatri,. .. -cat. t.b_ &It.- Ib .. i. defe&!. ..,. "'" 1Jbnu; Yla. ..... 
• Tboqb \b. ~ are di • ..",I,. .--.., ..,.jIb &bo V .... kIyv, 

.-..I I ..... t.imo 'WitI:I tM IUia. ftilt _ 'VUit1J>M _ 1lalluI)' 
~ .IUI I'" V.<Ioh&o. 
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8eem 118 if the tlractice originated in the (::1atern kingdolJl8 and 
lipread W68tWarda alOllg l\.jth the .~i1girasa.. ViiilJtba. and other 
priell~ly groups, in tile SlLme way 38 Minva Dri.hmaIJ.i6ID c&n 

be &hid to tin~ t;pread to the Ailas.' But the KUia, VailH.leyaa 
and Vaidehns were 118 much easteI'll and pncst_riJdeo 116 til';! 

Aftgns aTld Ko~lll,8; tbe explanation rna)' be thc" martial 
cliOJ'l!.cter of tho two ronner? and the absence of laxity in the 
1u.tter.5 80 al80 the II hf!eDCe ot the prnctict, among~t Druhyu8, 
Turvalia .. antl ,V. AnavIIs may be ,J\lt) to their having been 
virile fig'/jtinJ! communitica outside the MiinvlI-BriLhmal). 
inHnencc; lind tlJUIll=:h conneetcd wilh tile Bhrgu~ am] Xtreyall . 
the H nilJaYII-Yilda.,'a,f< were too IMong and martial a ruce for 
priest domination,· and were vigorous, prolific polygamists. 
with II good deal or licen><e in the !'ex-relntionll.~ The main 
position " howC"er , a.~ ~tRtcd o.lxm~, ill. ~igl1jfirll nt: till) jlJ'nctioo 
;~ 1l~""lCiR I~d with tlle A'·'girapll.s Rod Vii!';!:'!hns (of Anga, Vai
'iili. l{Oi3aIA nn:] Kuru·Pi\fl6i.lo) . 

The fir st6 cil'8.r in~lance" of tht! pract ice (that of 
Dirp:hahmall' lIOns by VaIi'a wh'Cs)' uillCloses several note. 
wol1:hy fea.tuT('II · There ;1I no Kip;n tl111.t it wns regarded as 

11IIUSIla,1 or 1l0n~J. TIle hr~IJm!l~ I.:uest i~ "Iready It privi leged 
j}(:n.on. whn i6 ot olt~e Benl. inlo IJlo hnwm to 1,a,ve a pleBffint 
timo." The previous hillwry of Dirghat.:l.lllaFI lellV('8 DO doubt 
as to how IH' \laed th ... priyilet!e. It is lifter this that Vali 
oom,"aD{l~ hi s qllP.en to ohto.io for hIm r.on8 from Dirghn.
talDllll, who, like oU.rT IIOJicik'd pcr!lOn:lg('1I in lAter inBtanllCl!. 
ogrcee forthwith. SmICIII} a. :1101() readily :\Il$Cnh . bu t nfterw:ml~ 
not liking eonnexion wit.h R. pur.Miml In::n, ""hplil,,,I.{' .. 11. maid. 
in.wa.itinll" ~app,').l'enlly II. FlCoomhiry oo·wire, Au§nor~. of tl", 

, 

, 

• 

Viii. I'argila.: AIII'!', I-'~. 303·14. 
Ab<J,,~ th. Ko.hl, ,I,. me,,~ion M 1],. U sih",~ ..... ..,.. i. en"","; for 

the V.ilalo)'M, ¥i'),· 0,. ''''pllic '«cJun~ 01 :\Ilrk.~ -I'orlv-. 
Lat ... "n, in A!I:'i\·~krn·. tim •. ]"""<'1" " . the..., _ .... l~m"tAl;"no At 

tho JalUllu, ' ''Jo •• (~Ibh_ HI. 133). 
Cf. ,""i. upul. ion .. nd "",,. ... ion <>f ,h, ... pri~ .... , load inK k> .... . _ 
A. i. nid.nt hom tho Y6.d" ... .lyn .. tic SC<'O\1IHI , III>d .. lIoc.t.l 

.lrudy. • 
F.ru:li • • IO}l"ndat)' ,.fo"nco to ' kfet.raj .. • 1011. i. ""J rar.; ono 

I"ob I. ao<:.ibtd to a kin~ Sy ..... \,. "" the Vipjj;', driY~n .... t 
... f hi. kingdom ... "'- 'I n<>&n bood • OlIn ..,. •• n': who """"me 
1M "~m" ... Monu (or or-ce,lain chroDoIogie&! pooiliOD) , .;<k 
Ml rk." P~r_" 

Th. &tail, that follow .... 1t;"OD in ful! ,n Mbh I 110 (Dll'fl"h 0). 
I. '1M; jet. XU, 342, 13182): § 'Zn (J'Th " ) lJ, 21, (d 11,17, 
698; II _ 84. 0063; Xlll . 71()8 , 7663: XlI. 7H13: .1ao XII. 
17!l6)_ • Vi • .,.", IV, 18, \ ·2, 1' ... 101110: 13, 28 II: Mat.oya: 48, 
13-24, 58-111; Brah>n5.,..;l.: m. 74. 2&34; 36.99; H e MT_ 31, 
l6Q3.QO; .Vila : 90, 27~, :36.00, lll().l. 

For tho much '-tor P"I"-),:IIlI..,.." T"'Tiod oJ.>. Vlt.._ Ki. SM. ,.., .... 
"" the pl':U'tiee 01 ano"';U!! brihm'-Ol f,...., """'" '" the ki",', ""m&II, in 0..11\1. ~lIl ; d_ Ihl. ,haw tblt _1M", "";!Jia 01 
II>>' p., .. \lJ ,,,he,,,,,,! 



W. AtJa" fallu ly, and tLmll 8. coumn ul too king). 
Dirgh&t&mlUl then went on begt!'tting ODe 80n after another on 
twa AllilIllri, and It was not until the 11th IOn had been 
born that the lIubatitution W&8 ma.de knowD t.o Vali,---G8 he 
now claimed them {rom Dirghatro.tnaa: from the detai1a it ,. 
dear that Dirghatamas W;\S allOWed to live for all thellO yean 
withill t he palace ill. tbe ","me relo.tioll to the whole harem M " 
the king b.uu~r, but all the while he wall livwg ~aJ.J.y 
with Au~inari'; the cle.im after the 11 th hirt.h i8 sigm6cant; 
probllbly the eldest 80n having com plet.ed. his 12th year hau to 
be definitely . affiliated' tn view of usual ceremonials. Alter 
the tli6cloSUl"e, 8udeQI~ii. was IIOlit f{lr 'niyogn ' once &gaiu, 
and. tlli~ time t.here was DO difficul ly.-tho {>!olinc bnihmaJ]. 
haVing a.ppar~ntly made the harem all, hia "own. After 
Bmle~lJi. had homo 5 (or probably 6)6 IlOna hy ' n iyoga.,' 
Dirghatall1as got full righta O'l-'er AII~inlirl aIld cmil.illul'ri 10 
live with her separately, begett ing other children on her, aa 
well 11"- all other women (who may well have been inmates of 
VIIJi'g I'C clI!-(lio like "\wlillncj) .. '1'he ~ceno of nil thill is p'~ed 
in Girivcaja~, where Dirghalama~' own family becanle settled, 
while the ,,) k~traja priUf'CB t<lttl<'d in ;; diITerent provinces of 
tbe original king-,Iom, ",hid, r;eem~ to have in cluded & l&rge 
parlof Bengal, lli h1i. r and OCiSK3, with Girivra.jllo lL8 ' a, chief 
centre; snd Inter nn the:; prillC<la uo;eU to pay viHils I..!I thtli r 
real fa.ther in his retreat at Girivraja. Three tl'ingl'l are mOl!t 
~trikinll" in t.his ("ommon l~pj ~ _Puri;l)ic tratlition : the revolting 
li<;enF(J o! lbe (AQ~irnsa) rrie~t, -I.he lIu<ity of harem life,
t·he utterly prioot_ritldenT nud ineap"hle type of king.' An thil! 

• 

• 
• 
, 
• 

< Slid ... A ... inori' mAy h~v. h ... n hot f,,11 n~TT'I~; ..... G "I t h.~ PIW,..,'" 
Ki"g R~ .. <lridv.· . dnul:ht o.·., ,,',, " n~n,ed sad".. (l',,,,.Jl .. ly Bud •• 
" ' .. al .... 0", ~.n'" of Vi""' ~'~ ", .. ~kr). 

C/. ti,,, " ..... \ld COM of Ambiki tho cbid queen .illlilo.lJy u !>otitui;ni 
" ' utl;d' wl,o i ... 10" .. ",-" ... ir. and .p"a..,,,UY ~ p""<O ••. C£. 
&100 HI" Pu,j,Qic leA".nd Qf Sur<~"'. ~"h",i\ulo, ... ),ioh ... ""'" " 
.,; ",;1 •• OnAt"",. Au4I'narf, ,""!"tly . Aui;,' i •• betl.e •• "" • .., 10. 
\I, D nwtl'QD,.n>ic Ad;ja, thn U~it, ",hi.~ i. o1.h.noi"" unkno ... 
"" " f .... inIO~ ~ ..... ; ;he epic ~~n'on i. dea.l,. in tho .ilb~ b ..... 
P,i".~ .... in tbe h . .... n . ,,!fuinA h equent choOA"" IlAr.tUI, 
" .. jn~ \.0 ..".1 0, t.h. i. o .. n f"""k~, ..... ~"ry common all aloog; 
d Boddh;ltio ""'."0" t:Jo p ... B~rRt. Pld p<>I!.nb"...t& _'"' 
.t<".i ...... d Ved ic ref~r eure ... < ",,""Tlltl,' etc. 

Cf. l.be coo..n h'lbmaq. .goDt ' living ", il.h ' l'liradaQ4iY"Or tJlI 3 _ 
..,.. botl! 10. be. · .. ;d. illfr •. 

1':0 .1." "T"K.Dv"lply"o. .. ... p.orti"ull.ly plf_d -.riH. Vid",...', 
motber. . . 

tlWl"diq AnAp"'.. (JL I, rrob. better to NoIod '1<>'1"",,"1' Ln 
Ih<o ,ut 'M .... p .... ldh. .to.; "rob . • 1 .... tho ..... 1 ,....". ... 
Ann.~ ... ' foOO_pn:Mctor '; d. Sjli· .. ~h .... ). . . 

TN 01';" tftdition .... ..,. clear ... d '""" .. ot~nt .... tb rer"" t<> thi. 
I-"i_ of u... 1",0041: to &100 u... Petio,e : I·i· M •• 48, 84-811 I 
Vi. 1», 3'1-1»; It<:. _. p 

Aloo ........ ' by the b"""'-"o;otic _i ...... (If'I Val' I" till ........ 
ct. "be .... '-" .bon th.,.a "-" dwl...ued":"""':!fI,:n.24: 

ok 
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QIlDOt h .... e deTeloped in .. day; the I!IOlt of , ' m,oga.' u 
flsemplified amocgri the E. Anl.V&8 and .liIsir-. tharefOl'e, 
muat have bMn UI accepted and elt.&bliahed PJ1'Ctice long 
before ,he UI~ ~p from Manu; the E. !navlI8 bad DOt 
~parated (rom their more vigorOUII ki.namen, the N.W . .!naval, 
lor more than .. century and a. half.l and their rapid 
degeneration implies BOrne pre~::ti8ting tradition of harem life 
and priel~intluene6 in the land of their settlement, already 
peopled by 'be' SaudyuillllB. • and Minva races.' 

The 'niyoga. ' of Madaya.nU, J:{alma\l&Pida'8 queen,J alllO, 
diecloee. IiOmewbat lim..ilu featuree.-the Wllin difference 
wi~ the previous C866 being that Vali takes the pnctice for 
granWd. and i8 glad to employ it. while Saudiaa-A.tqvili Ie an 
unwilling vic\im of it. It would almost. appeBr (row the 
dotlloiln given about SlIoudi6llo' iI (l61'I!l'Cution of Val!j~thall aud 
ADgiruas.' the curlle of the injured .'16gira.ai. and hill final 
reconciliation with 'Vl!.&,~ha.:-that bit> queen wail part. of 
thl! price he paid (or his restora\iOD (which was assured when 
Saudi. had actually oolicited Yalii~~ha. to beget a. oon on 
Madayanti). and that th6l'e was all element of retaliation and 
humiliation involved 'in the whole affa ir. Ma.do.yanti seeme 
to !la\'e .wwe into kluch with Vadi\ltob~ e ven before the 
, niyoga,' while the king wa.e in exile6,; and v,'hen on return he 
..,proacb8. her, she diasu'ades him from hia de>rire of begetting 
a. oon himself, and then Va8i,~ba. i8 asked to viBit tbe queen, 
with whom he remains till abe ia with child.7 On tbe whole 
what ie &II acoompliabed bd in the earlier case, 'i8 shown in 
tbe process of beuur completed, or reasser ted after Icmporary 
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protest and obeck,l It ill ootabJe ~ while ~ it aid 
ruprdiog Vall'lI roorit in lending lri.a wile (QI' .WlT~ W 
DliJ[bawD!16 (\hougb he is g8nenJly lauded !WI & 1?1Oll8 lcl.ng), 
8au4ia. by , giving hiB dearly loved queen to V .... ,ha' (flOi; 
aimply • raiamg a lqetr&ja. 8O1l ') ill declared to hI. ... 
• attained huven together with tha.t wife 'I: • be6.ttiog 
prai.!18 101' III freeh or repentant' convert to the ."stew.. 

The neu group 01 dear cue. of ' Diy<lg&' . (01 
. Vicitn.virya'jI wives, Pi~U'5 wivu and Uddil&ka's rill) ani 
diJrcroo.t in feat·urea (rom the above hlvo. They do DO~ tbctlV 
tha.t dominllowpn of the mg and the harem by the pne, t in 
the prtIl!6DOe of ~bo king himself. The court life is &qually 
iu and degenel'1\te, if oot more 110: and tbe ()()n1;inua.IlCe of 
the dJ1l86ty is equally a D«l6Uity; but that lind i8 achWived 
through relativlI'S or equivalents of reJativell,- and no\ 
trnough IIIl unconnected priest. EL8 6uch .2 In theso • niyog8.8 • 
therefore, another element iEl present,-the right. 01 kinship: 
the practice in this (orm ios .. corrollar:v to and all ol ... OOot 
from 'group' or fra.terna l poIY&ndry. wbile t.he f(lrlll 
typified by Sandiu's and Vati's caBeS i. derived from 
lIE!etmmcy and pretension. of the prieethOod .' 'l'bi., 
howe\-er, WII5 still present: Kuntf ia referred to an (apparently 
not muehl earlier definite LnstanceC of the 'ruyoga' of a 
Kta~riyaS wife. Sii.ra.dIlQ~iyaQi', woo. at ber hUeband's requeat, 
ca~l,l out prepared into tne public &qllue' and. 1161~1ed and 
eoliCitod a smtable bribmal) from amongst the ~l"8-by .. 
the agel!t, Ilnd ?&d eucce~vly three BOllS by him after due 
ceremonials. PaQ.~U men'IOJlB brihmlU,lB amongat Otb&B 
all 6uitabi6 agents Kunti migbt think Of.1 Bhf~. ci~ in 
full the instancea of the Bbrgus and Dirgbatam&8. 
reoommen.w a. 'ni ' agent to Satyavatf when "he presents to 

Tt.. lottv il ""' ... li .... ,., .. !.be liaiBno _ ,Vllittb .. '"" Ioq 
...... i"I"" • .t.[y ..... nKUd with tho Millv .. , ... d had oth .... _ . 
Il.i<;t. .. ith IMm hofo ... 

t T .... P ........ prine •• had mIlO)' I tnoUIM wi!.h ,,,. brlh .... I'& • • ad 
....... oal,. ~uti.!l1 .ad for .boo1 period. Glick. lb-.i • .....,.. 

J Cf. the cl.oi.O:> In AV. : lb. b •• hInoQ h ... i«fi .. Oye. •• ....,. wil. of 
.... ,.,. """.r m ... ; d _ • ..,."t\.i"J' .""",ple i" the biD Pc>r}' of 
0llunU (. ~lJ.&.Yjd ..... priD.oau ... d wit. of. NIfo lPun. .. J 

!i
lbOO 01 Mlh~l, ... 1Il.,!: in Knnoli",ln) , .. 1>0 __ ..... joyod 

• brIhJDoa ill ho.. .,..utted haobMd'. p_,-by .... 'lot : 
I>b. i '7IlO. b. /S,,<b:rt.nop.g,: XIII, 2, 122 fl. 

4 Mhb. I, 46'71·11. . 
• 'VI'nopo.t.III ' I hIl~ • Vln.' ao&T ... th. h",,,",,d'. _ •. 
, T .... -' 1<JOb ... "'-i~; .10. "'o,r lone """. IIdhmo4 a.n.lq\l.'. 

dn,.,kr ......ntod 10 • ktatri.!'a <IIr • pri ... , __ AI> .......... 

tIoJDS. [Q. I. ... til ......... 8ar&kJ,Di6'. dlr. /~ • 
-... ~), .... of AHW<o lUhlbbl>p (P ....... V~ 13, 46)! .. thM. _ 'It .... _ utI:r nf..., 101> 10& ...... 10., 

, 1'« .. ~ ,...uol M --.n:.., [et ... pori04 ,.rbepo)., rill_ 
. " , 10, p. ZID. 

• Kitto. r. 4611). 



him tILe C868 of his 'A'idowed 1list.ere-in-law.1 But in tb_ 
laUer intltanc811, Pit)~u alilO mentioned hil brothers, friends 
aud ' good men ' (equal or superior t.o hun) 8.$ biB lIubstitutefl ,· 
-:-and iho first propo6lll of Sat:yava.ti WII6 ' niyoga.' or reo 
marriage of his sia~r ... in_law with Bhi$m& (the elder brotherl 
himll61l, while her laa' and linally accepted proposal,wa!l theIr 
• niyog&' to her own illegitimate eon KrfjJ,la-DvaipiyaJ,la 
(CIlually t.Il elder brothm:P; it was l{:cidcntui tha.\. he wa.s a 
, "1;' be waa exprcssly eelected for bt.il:g an elder brotht:r 
(on the loother's side)t, though Dbi,ma is made to appI'01'6 of 
it doubly because he was a • Jt.i. ' & 

Tho' I1iyoga 'of Uddiilaka.'a wife to h is diaciple6 belongs I.e) 
about tho Slune age?; but though there is one COUl InOn point, 
in tIn) !!election. 88 agoTlt, Qf /I. persou wllo is almtlllt a Illt'Il ,bcl" 
of the sa.me fami ty (in theory, if not by blood,-whicb was 
rwmetimee the C:J.~), it S"lno. on a IKImcwb .. t ditlcren t 
[voting, As noted already, 'uiyog& ' of ~bi;; type ill but a 
form or the general license thlll prev(l iled 8nl<)ng~t bruhm,'1} 
BettieruenU! (which ruay ha"", boon ,-'Onnected WIth [I. sort of 
, grollI" polyalldry). Tho b.dihmal} disciple iud€ed Will> 
oIwn regarded by the preccpwr 's wife as being in the 8talu8 
uf her husband (118 shown by Veda'il wife', request to 
Utanka),' in spite of all the denuncintions lind prohibitions 
of the (la.ter) brihmal,l law'givers,- whicb only show what 
actual oonditioDlI often l\'ere. If ror instance Utanka ha.d 
oonsentod (lie other6 like him evidently did), Veda. l\'OulO have 
bad 0. 'k~tJDj8.· son by a 'niyoga , IllTanged independently 
by bis wife, bocal166 b .. was absent. It is noteworthy tbat 
Uddiln-kini's iii the fu"St , nnd p£obnhly the mol,'; reMrderl, 
c::.:ample of ' niyog& ' of a brihllll1.J:j woman!! while bribmlll)i 


