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pal.,o.ndry i& much earlier and more (reguen,; COIlfulue.d 
wity and polylUldrou6 relatione probably ' IMlCOUllk for. \1118 
(X)WpaoratiV6 rarity of ' niyoga.' among them; b4!Bide., lineal 
and eugeuic <::OBliQuity did not conoorn the brii.hmaQ8 mUPh.1 

In th. firnt of the two Kallr.l.va C&8e1, \be '(ra~rnal' 
c.bara.cter o f the ' niy<:lSlIo' beoomea further c1 ~a.r from the 
de tailed description of iV:: SatYllva.ti persuades her {.lder 
da.l1ghter.in.law i.o the . niyoga,' and tells her that a brother 
o f ber husband wi t! approe.eh her at oight in her own bed
chamber; lind Ambika. began to think of Dbi~mo. and other 
eldera of the Kuru family levidently too i>ODS of Vihlika, 
elder brother of Santanu , who were almoot alwaya resident 
ai the BiatinapulI~ oourt,- thougb tbey had inheri ted their 
father 's m:t lem al Imclu'" killgllom in tbe PUillii.L ) ~; she !'>OOms 
to ha.ve been taKen :!.back when 'her expecta.tions did no~ come 
true, alld she found in her room J\r~Qa-Dv(1ipiiyaQa. instead , 
-evidently , and naturally, hi thuto unkcowlI lQ her': and 
aflerwa.rd3 ijl ,e dcclin f.'U 10 - J,!we uno~hcr lIOn by hilll . 
Satyavati repe,ated the same inatruclionll to her seoond 
daugbter-in-Iaw Ambilikii , and she too behaved allIlOflt in the 
aame way. Tbe attitude of Ambiki'.s 'maid' (or oo-wife) 
to RJ"Ql).a-Dvtlipaynl):t wu entirely di fferent: abe apparently 
hnd no prernreuce for BiJi\I!Ila like the other two prince880lI, 
whom he bad seven years hnGk abducted at. their 
'6vayaIJlVam,' and tben m~de them o\'er to hi~ brother ." 

All thi .. is the direct evidence of lhe Epic 116 it stand. 
now; but thHe life many indicntion!i\ thnt !'lOme of the 
oriElinal relllHocehipe of the KUMI_PJir).Jllva !.ta.!1ition have been 
revl~d~ to suit later lemlencie" towllrde edi fi cntion Bnd 
mythological e%pJanationa; tbill (latter) i6 more apparent in 
the cooc of Kunti ', 'niyoga' than in the earlier ooe ,. for 
obvious rea,80nB. The ' revision ' in the earlier case- seem, 
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to have conai.ted in &llCribiDg to ana pel'lOo ~ 
D ... aipiyaJ;Ulo all the three ' niyogaa,' bocause be WSIt in .. later 
age regarded as • aopero.tun.1 'W,' --an iD~\ion of 
V~,'--aod bec&uae BhItma W&8 beooaUog more and more 
an ldealized type,- Kuoti'. C&IItI it.elf prove. that it ... a. guite 
DlUal to IIOlicit I!I!IvanJ. auitable ponlOD8 to porlorm the 
, oiyoga , ; thua Kooti underwent three dif£erent 'oiyog&l,' 
and her ()().wife Midri hro (legally equivillent to one) ,J---a,nd 
lDOI'e invitations were tbougM of (or both. The ref&eDOe to 
Sllty.vatr's first thought of coolling BbiVIlI& to ()(Intinue the 
line, and to Ambiki'a expectation 01 Bbi1jwa and other elder 
brother1l (or oone.inll) Of her hUlband III agenta, i, a plain indi
caUoIl of what mu~t have been the origi.n&1 procedure: the 
laat king', Iled of kin wete invited to rMIie up of£spring 
Bistin_pur.) . Bbi,ma and Kr""lIl-.DvaipiYaQa; and th6 
th~ ktl6tBja Kuru prinoos may well ha\"e been begotten 
by the6C three r61ativtlll on the three wives' of Vicitra'l'lrya,
quite in aooonIance with norm!.1 custom . So all!lO, Bbi{llIl. 
&nd Vahlika are oonaifltently CIillad direct ' grandfathera' of 
tbe Db~tI'&9 and Pil)Qavll8, and 'fathera' of Pil)/fu, 
Dh.rt8ri~ (and Vidura), equaJly with XTlI,la.-Dvaipi.YIITJ.3; 
and on the whole 'he panmtaJ ooD.llezion ill aesert.ed IIpedaJly 
between Bhi~ma and Pi~u (with Pil,lclavu), between 
Vihlika. and Dhrf6ri,h'a. (with Dhirlari'~IlI6) and between 
Krwa.Dvaipiya.Q.a and Vidut'a ;-aod thill in epite or tbll re
iterated deriva.tion of all of them lrom the laat progeni~. 

Tho indieationa regarding the relatives who may ba .... 
taken pwt in the 'niyop • o( PiQ:qu'lI wivell are by no meanll 
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.. clear. Of oourae all thC116 f.Mes abou~ in'focation. of &ods 
aJ!I only f .. blb intmded to Oh8CUl'e the .mul pGrW. 10 .. 
to remove the ordinary or th~ dillCf'ed1t.able, fMhU'ee <:II the 
life his~ry of peraon. made 10to .brillln.~J~ heroes, and 
imparl \hem IOmetbing of mystic and divme glamoor.1 
St.ra:r references to ac~ua.1 Originll, discoverable for the IMIl:~ 
preVlOIa geoen.i~n, are alm~t ab8EtDt !or the Pi.\lqavaa.
having been evidently labonously z:oOOi6ed or weeded. out. 
through oeniuriee. s$m lOme detaWJ ud incidental noticea 
6uggeai pouibilitiea, much IIOUDder UIIW Uloae la.b1ea. l!'or 
0110 thin&' it .. to be QOted lbat tbo .Epic and Puri.l;Jic (and 
uvea Vedic) $Udition know. of Iota of other kiogs1 who are 
lI&id &0 have been bom from D.ba.cIll&, Marula, or llldla (or 
the AlWins). being their' portions; gifta, IIOlla, or incarnllotloD8; 
and tbe&& 86Criptiou.s to #'6 Pil)~aVlla aro by no weans a 
6pecial lUythotogH:a.J CUIlOOp~OIl.~ l.' bull the deiailed 
dsvelopwOllt of tlle86 OOIllIDOIl expreBllioniS and IlOUODIl in 
COWl6Cr.ion wir.h tbe YiJ}QBva Odg1l18 only WOWII tba.' ilie 
del&illl (0£ ' niyoga ' eto.}, wJ:e already !.heeD in Ow m'.isiIl$~ 
BOOOunt, but ttllU there were some Caetl! in it (like similar 
forma and imporfa of names) which t!uiJ.y led to 'tboae det.aiJa 
being aacribed to aome or the IlluuJ diviDitie. whoee 
proto~ypes or e6lJ61l0011 king" were popularly beld to be.' H 
at the IIalll6 .time it ia I'<I'Imemhered that in the 6IIoIIle flWDily 
aDd in Ul., next provious generation the . w}'1)ga8' (whiell 
were the firat iIOurcea of the Pal,l.!,SVIUI etc.) ware performed 
by 000 or more llear relatives, the oonclU6ioIl becomeB 
irreBiatible thr.t • DhiY1D.8,' • Mil-uta.,' • Puruhiita.; aDd 
• A.tiviuu ' (with: t.heif VarjOUI syoonJlll8>' stand tor r-.J 
!tinmten or re\ativ~ of Pir,l.!Ju whOll6 llamllB happened to be 
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such aa to Illake later identification with tb~ divine being. 
bill an easy step involving no grea\ textual chauge.' In fact 
on II. dct.ailed eumination of the E pic aDd Puri.Q.ic relation. 
ships of the Kuru-PiJ;tQava. a.nd oonnected dynastie6. it 
beoome8 sufficiently clear that 'Dharma.' might well 
repre9llnt none other than Vidur:r' Dbs.nu80· (youllger si.ep
brother of l)i1)Qu),L' Marula,' a Valm-ite Cedi-Mahya. 
prince of 'Lbo I:\.B me came (ruling over 0. people of also the S&roe 
1.1IuueJ . being a coli"in of l'aJ,lQu throllgh Satyavati (and 
probu!.>J)' Lht! predcc&;sor of Virita) ,'-' Purubllta,' Kunti'a 
footer-falher KuntilJhoja's wu Purujit, being her cousin/
&Ild the 'A~inau,' (lith!:-'! Olle or two (joiutly ru liug or 
actually twill) pr iCl'Al9 of the' Atlvu.puli ' or Mluirllo romi]y (to 

which MadrJ be1onged).~ ~OIUC of these would lUllS l.oc rclutjvl)l! 
of Pal}<ju ~hroul:i:lj Iti:.!rria{.;e: 110 :tl.;o ill thCl eadier . uiyoga; Ilo 

rela tive in the fcmale line ia l;Ciected as Cfjua!ly g«Id with 
one in the ditect llla.le lin(). ~ 'l'!lU ~ the Illelllllllg of Piil)Qu·s 
reOOWIll(lUdllo~ion of hrot,her~ "nd fluit:l blo )""llltives liB h i!:! 
8rb~titutcs ill elucida.t<Jd; indeed. when' Dha.rmtl· ie iuv it.ed 
Ly liun.ti, lie hurries on a. ebario~ to vltiit her. and accoeb ber 
5Wiliug ,-and she too blllile.; kUllwingly, !Iud i!OheitB bim for 

• 

• 

• 

• 

So . t.o it Mom .. "~'.Y hk.I,., [,,)On (I,u 1l«·~L Io .. ,\y in z~~av" dYD ... I,. 
mO/"ld s. (hut K u,,!I" •• k.ini'I.~ · 0(>11 hy . 131' .11"," ~'~., wu , .... lIy 
by he. kin.,,,.,, J)l.un ., ...J .. ~~ (wbco~ .~d",,1.co.l ".n,hw. ::;.h~<l •• ~ 
mlJ.;.d b'~. O~) 1'· '0.1" 'DI'.). 

Appa~,,\!'y. \',o.In.a w.., .100 c •. Il~d . Vl, atrna·; he may h .. ~e ~" I 
. l~d><'al <~r.",",,. . n Ll", li.u,~ """£0 il u" .. Joe Iil J*<I OI.b •• DI5.:ea) i 
~I. \bo Ag\ . Mr....,<,\~.f .. ~",,.,.: ~'h!, I, 106,4302 · HI'I. 4JOt>; XV 
20, 7~~.7:A; d . al.., tb. Mloh. ""","no' lit 'V,dur" I .. Dbarm.; 
.ntO'<Dg Yud)"flbi, .. ·• t...>dy ~f:~, dolol.I,: ~·to", wi Ll,'. " ",u"t,1 
.... J~ 'ht Vjd .. ra~ · DJo_CJ"a· :loll j udil:~ had I'un .. h,d .. b'''I,IW.IU buy 
I",. cruelty, ... ,d .b" brihn,.~s <.>"< <.>1 ~pi'" .~UJl .w.-, •• buood ,,,. 
h;" p ... nt.go; it 11100 b«oD',," d ... r bew ) .. dbinJ'ir~ """ld "" 
.o..i d 10 I, ... b< ... hei:otl<ln by . Dh ..... a · lao lut . beillj "" 
be&"t\nl no hi.,..., """Iii :..It.o.olo ' l.<> I(Ubtl and P'I}~a). 

Mw .. t. ;a the. ... mo of .. V .... ·he \KaunVl» pri!lCft ' " II;" lid~, in lbe 
{'lIri(1 • • (("«1, g",,.. Ir·IiY\ ; I". ia. w'" ili<I ...... ~ .. lb. )!i_lla.k .. 
o. Mato)'a illl4 (vide ".rei"'" A1 H T. IIS·le); Mirut.ib .TOo .. 
pt<>pko a",,, .. ~ •• Yudl,i¥jhir ... aili ... nnd 00 "'". N AY<!lb.ba,_ 
p .... b. tbe .. me .a Mo,""yao. C/. ldbll. VI,2V83 [&.n. £<In.); etc. 

T h ~"".IDi:io.1 ve,.., i . Mbh. 1. 126, al: . P"rtlbli :i.d qam 
j .. jtIe K"nt1~m ...... Db""a.lii~yal'," 1<>1" .... hicb .... y lHo •• ad : ' p,.,.., . 
lito hy .,.."' .. ... ..... . ' D' • {'"roj; ..... h~1am . .. .. . .... . ' 11. Purujil 
'KWlli~ .... dbeona), d. Mblt. II. 14, &81; V. 172,5922 ; VI, ZOO. 
&301; VlI , 23.0., g{l5 i 25, tiro; VIll , 6, 172. 

N Uly olhcr Mad", .... d K<>k&ya r 'id<'"6 .. ·~'e ,."IIM "jy • . ~tJ.. T "" 
)fbb • ..,.,,, .. , 01 Mi.dri·. !11. fIIakeo M. dn_ VAI, IIk .. family; in 
th ... ~ th. ,..laI.ionakip "'83 daobl., an ... Iie, Vihli'" "ri D<"<> 
1>&"'"8 had a lban u. the Vo..ieitr •• lrya Ili.l!"0gu. If Nadu,. 
Ke~&,.a, Iho" at ... lb .... _. additional r"" .. liD".I"p lb'"""llh K"nt;' • 
• i_ ... " Iocr!> ""ft" KeIo:~J"& pri~ ; \I 01.10.., _I.dtp. KaIr..,... 
p.h.cu (prob. Iw illl) ...... V,"da &lid Azluilldo.. 

BUb. n 1&8·171 IBbil."·S.~.QI' I , 103 ft. 
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.. eonl : there is little of the mythical here, and the d6llCl'iptioD 
would apply equally to Vidllra-Dbarwa lid a 'didhifU d"t>r' 
alld to Kunti as a • OOvr-kimi..' 

Some otlulr reatures lire alao discloeed by the Kuru
Pl1]4u C&!lell, Firllt, as to the IIOUrooS from which the 
practice WIIB adopud : I t it! not nCl)()8f1aty to IIUPPOlill that, 
along with Pi'I;lQava. polyanilry, the Epic 'Iliyoga.' implie!! 
HimAlaya.n and llOIl_A:rya.n originll, and thai the PiQ4av&II 
tb'ereforc were uncouth ' foreignera. 2 It has alrea.dy been 
shol'\'o that polyandry WII.II known amongat brihmlL\:l and 
K'1&triy:J. families oI the Gsng<ltic plains in eeveral earlier and 
l at.e~ periOlls; 80 also, there were carier and laUT cases oI 
• Iliyoga' (aa !loud IlUo"!!) in various other familiCR and 
paTtll of tlle country. even ill tl ,l' ~mc dynasty. It is not 
a special case here, The only oonoectiolls dilscoverable with 
Himllolll.yan regione nrc, fir~tly, 'the accident of Pil)(ju'. Jiving 
on :Mt. Sahuirr'i.{:,[l' at the time of tile 'niyogo.' (where the 
reS901l given for that retirement ill ,sufficient from II- oommon
:1('n El6 point of "iel'\·),-scconu.,. the IltatementG th at on the 
birth,or the 3 k{lC't rn j", I!On~ of Vi('itraviryu, the Utbn. and 
Dak,lna..-KuM1S vied wi!.h one fI,l'lother (which would ratber 
point to the Vaidlrnviryn s h('ill!! (orei!!l'eTII. it nt sll),_nd 
thirdly, the indu~ion of some FfirJJiiJnylln trncill within 
Yud!.i~thirn·~ Ilominionll {which fa ct ill later than tbe C.II f<eB in 
que-~tiooJ,6 Til,. T\lIrl1_T'iil)<j','lVa~ mll~' h'ave, more probably , 

, 
• • 

• 

• 

Mbb , t , 122 n , : I I'~ nut . ~.nl' . Jar, apPT<I.clt •• """ .miHnKly, 
.nd 'Ji;,",<l i, her" ,,,,I~jj~' ... wen •• • mi1in~; ,b, w~"ld 
",turany 1:nvo h""" t.,.. 1~",ilo. r wilh th~ M~rulft. M.t'l' """, In 
,b,,., with V i cl~r"-. 

10 .. IM< np.otod in m~ny yory .... <"ent .. ork •. 
E,~. il> llgd.:tl".tic .. r~r~"r •• , 
Sneh .dir~m~nt.o f Qt ~ari"" • ..,"On. (=1 or ,Uqj.d) of Oa. 01 tho 

brotb"ra aTe noc. uneommOn in ,1>0 dynl,,,, ie 'radilion : ~' I' y . li, 
J~'m'l!h, . Dedpi, fle; p",b~l>ly PiOQ~" ....... tuaU,. ull.d . 
.. ,t,h hi, ",y"" by Dhrt&ri~ .... , ,n .h" ... m. w'y .. th .. PJ.,4"'u 
.. e ... ou>wd by Du.y"~h. n... , 

Thi .... igbl "" !alren I<> ind:cote 'hot 'n;101t .. ' ...... tom...."... '" 
U, ...... Kuru (wll".. nulh., rnft,ilivc c...wm, Ib.~ or .;.-..... 
m.rr;'l:~' '1', bet... t,.in . . .... an ~ol.bli.h~d one, .. c. \.0 Mlrk ,o 
pU.,oJ aiM> un.-...t.ricl6d polylUl dry. "'0. '" Pi vda in tho Epic.I, 

A I ... ,. P'>~o" of thp S"uthem H I",'!o/'an resi"" ,. .. , l"'lt) muell 
.. r li .... time. , .. "dor .ll. Aibv3h (~lin .... ' ""d W . .I n .... k in&," 
dome. Tb.t. p.'" ,,' jt, wile", P lJ:ldu .. ~nt \.0 lin, oornOJ>ODd. \.0 
""",,",n G..;jh .. U, /ii ........... d Kano"'''' (dn. "",,_Inl,. f ...... 
, K in"", •• " ..-he •• polyondl')' i .... iII UCOJ'al .... , Tho :!Un ... 
1 ~ IUn ..... i . ) .... n"",. d amotIRol tb. NQJ liu", ... (l.ndhu .... i ll 
th Epi<:; and Dno~pad' .. eop •• d • ...,ti"n by ~9\np CII' thaI 
he. flf" h".b ...... s .,.., 'gand .... " .. '; p><Jlot.bl,. .... " '" tbo Epic 
penod th_ Ran .. lr; ', ..... 11 ........ ' had the Mm4 inItU.t.tIOlll ,,' 
"ol,.~nd,." .. ,,"", Th<'.e pa;DIo ho........ do _ ~ tI,. 
Rimilo,... ""i,;a of .boo PilX\..... pol,..."d.,. ... d ... ,)'tip ' i 
th" " .. 1,., al>oW lob.1 .. bil .. r<~T'nd.,. .... bKonolllll' ...... In tI!o 
"l.i"" it Rill p""ail~ i" o"'l7fn~ bill di't.riclo; ,boo aurotDd· 
;"1( po". ... <I-.,. ., ~O:' .... , how."". ....... '""""~ dI. 
'II"' 'ni,......' of 'Plt6,n' ....... ... 
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ad~ these Pl'l~cticea of polyandry and 'niyop' (it they 
WI!!N! not known to fhl!!m Wore,-whi.ch i • . not '1ft«) likely) 
lrum the V18i,~bae. AtagirallUl and KWyapa!'l. ther came KI 
in contact with, 8l!,tlci~y (rom, the day8 of Bhl11"&ta onward8. 
Bh~. relies on Angir&sa preo&den\ of 'niyoga,' Patillu on 
that &8 well S8 Vadilftha; a Vi~~ba takes part in the 
Va.icitravirya ' niyogaa,' and VariOUB • r,is ' jU8tity the birth of 
PiJ;lqu's eonl; a. Xi'y. priest (Dhaumys) , and that 
VUi,~ba, adviee, ~nctify and le~lilW! the PiJ;lqava. polyandry, 
withont objeotiona a.od 8.nned, with preoedentB.' 

Then as to the number of ' niyog&1 ' permiNihle-: Xunti 
ill made to My thll.t oonnexion with the foutt.h man be&idea the 
hU8band makes the wife (I, <:ourtesnu,3 ond therefore she 
refulled to undergo a fourth • niyoga .:; but elle had .lre&dy 
ex~ed that limit, for actually' she bad bad 4- c01:mf!J:ion. 
e1Cluding Pi.r;u)u. and Bhe had 4 SOD8 by different father! who 
all were or came t-o be regarded aA Pil)iJu'lI KlD8.' PA1;I"-u 
indeed wa.utH to ha.ve qllite. a. nnmoor of such MJnIl; a.nd he 
had a. precedent for it: VBli bm. practican." 1'7 lIOns raised OD 
hi. two wi"l!!s, 11 OD one and 6 ~ the other: Sirailal).c!:iyani 
ra.ieed 3 8OD@ 1):", ' niyOj::& " ond ir VY\lfili~Uva'@ C8.~e~ is retll~' 
ODe of ' niw}ft/l.,' the number pr'rmitted i~ 7; on the other 
hand Ambiki haa one actual' niyOfl&' lind another proJXlf'3l. 
and M8.da.yauti only one. On the ""hole therefore \he Ilumb"!r 
of • (IiYOlZ"aA' was not rl'stricted by any ~tanain!l nile; nor 
we. ita naturl!! rell'ulatOO by II.Ullt .. .re iniunction@ fOlllla in later 
oode~· ror in a.lmollt 811 the t.nlditional CMU of 'niyoga.· tlMo. 
pa,.til takA to it with nn evident I!!lemenl or initistivA' and 
choiCt!, perllOnal feelin):!"8 and II;ttractiomr': and "ery orten tbe 
wife i. allowed to WOQ Bud choolle afresh one or more pe1'lIOna 
of her own ,accord, in view 01 such temporary uniona,-wholllll 
oun-tion mi~ht tie 6l1tP.ndeil eon"iderllhly (from one niJ!ht to 
twelve year" or rno~).· 

• 

• 
• • 
• • • • 

Vid~ infno., ~ pn.b. ouo <of • DIy","' ",ith Dhuou. 
The B~ddhi.~ t!lehooo of P .. r.l.!;li~ tra.diliono ind~ 8"1:gMI. (ride &.lilA) 

th.t polyt.ndry ..... more f.-.queJI~ ........ pt tho Xu ... " tb..., 
'Pl'"_ f,.,.., til. Epic, .... d ..... krwwu t.. PUeI .... , ~ .. , 
:KUil, .nd f"""'!<'o f"rth .. d"...n tb. OM",". 

Ct. ,he ...... ",rw in Val ... :Ka.. SOt. qU(JtiDI( Pllloil. ·B6hbr. vya (It l.o.., "lr. fI08 B.C.). H io iaw .... ot i". Ih&\ Ih. dic"'lD i •• 1 ..... 
• PUIeIlt. oPi8la. 

,.\,. f ..... i. k<tpl. _ fr_ Plu\la. 
1l. 1t~I. ef. "PiV\la' ...... hy • dharml' ": lIbll. V , l~. 4~ ; 

141, 4"156. 
Vide infra. 
1': .•. !fUrl c1ouIJ ; Z:_U ...,.1 Madly&,,\1 porll:'!'. 
The U.N. Iaol f •• .tD_ .. ,. he foa"d i" all u.. tndiliaDtJ _ . 
80 lbM ' ~' of\MI "," .. 4 on 'co--opl;Oll' 01 • hubLa4, o. 

hl.",hy, W 1>01 .... ...,.; lob ... lIItodl)""'\1 i& aid to bue l>Mu 
, p ...... 10 Vdinbl.. \.hoar abe .......;~ 8aaa... •• qa .... all 
6kIq; d. AuliDlrf ud 1!Iin."-,,,,,.~1 (&Dlal '1m.,' (fd' .... rl 
..-iU. tMi. apport.ioao4 or ... 1"""",, .......... . 
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Connected wi\h lh.ia ia &no&her fWIIrfI of theM • ni1Ola' 
of tradition: continued (political 01' .ociaI) conDeCtion with, 
and (pa.renta.1 or lrindly) intereet in, &he ' ktetra;a ' ahiJdreD, 
OD the part of ~e reaJ. progenitor8, That of K\W&.n.ai:pi}'al;Ja 
ia illll&pa.rable from the Epic event.; and 80 i8 \hat of Vlbllka 
a.nd Bhi,ma,-if iliey may be given the statue tbat it .Imost 
plainly indicated fOl' them; 80 .180, of ~he probable original, 
of • Dbarm8,' 'Mlruta' and • Puruhuta.· (who ... IlUch 
divinities continue to ehow parental coooem) , Vidura's 
internst in Yudhi~thira i8 particularly strong, and the only 
tbroo allies (apart from relations by marriage) that the 
Pif1.!}av .. bad .t firat, were Vidur., Viri~a the Vun·ite priDoe 
of MatllY'. and Parnjit the Kuntibhoja. The lathMhoods of 
Pil)!}u and Vicitrllviry& are but fI.intly aaeert&d behind the 
prominent repetition" of the real re l&tiOllebips, which &1'& 

openly .nd proudly aeknowl~ged before &11 and in the 
presmlCe of all the paTti, concerned; and it is the mothers who 
are more prominent than the putative f.t1Iers (nll.tunll,l 
enongb', though BIZ.inst the presumption of law la.w.boou). an() 
woo give th'eir 80nll their bto'her-Irnown and mol'l'l frequently 
used m etronyntics._hile the ' actulI.l ' patronymka are .1., 
applied.1 In the Vali Bnd Saudilla. cues abo theM ia the 
&ame eonnerion and intereflt: 'Va4i~ba' temaina in toueli 
with both the mother a.nd the BOn , and hie own IOn ' P .. rLi&ra,' 
I:ieoomea th&.t other IjOn'~ gua.rdia.n .fter 8&.ndi8&'a ()eath'; 
flO al80 Dirgh&.tamas wae often visited by tbe Vlleya. prineea, 
and }til other deacendllnt, (by IUlOther wile of V.ti)' oontinoed 
for genertLtions to ptotect . nd tavonr the related Ana. .. 
prlnOO8.4 Only in SirndaJ).!}iY8IJi'l\ ease the rNl fa.ther Jl8888a 
out of view; but probably no$ eo in the Uddiilak& caee, if Kaho
da' ie the di!!clple referred to, all K~a lived &U along with 
him, and aJlIO married Uddl'aka'a daughter, and her son 
A!;lj.ivakra and Svetaketn were dOllely connectell. 

'Anollier noticea.tile feature ()f Hie • niyoj:fall ' of tradition 
i~ thai the majority 01 thern are pufonned in the lif~time Q( 
the hWlliand,. wh'oNl rtill&bilities all encb are not .lw.y. 

!I:.OJ. 'Dbrt..° ..,.. 01 Vyi&o.', Mhh, I, 1. 85: flO. 2ZU; 63. \MIll ; 
1>1 , mg, etc. : d . ' 171IVio.o .• ~I<I4p.ol; VT, 5114,@ic. ; ' Dhr\L°, 
.... 01 Amhllollo' : II m...u ..... ; ct. u., Inolu, pp. 2&0.6% • 
..... 'A .. bib} .. ' : II ...... ti""' ; Inot 'V.ie~ .. "'.,. .. ': lO _. 
I ...... 

R Vide nt •. utt.. 
I .\11 of .. ""'" .... _lOt I<> the '"8111 01 .ppropn.IlD&: •• ", .. _tl,. 

"-aM v., ho.d erip.J1,. _old h'm l.o "'pI. -.. 011 eb. 
eIIi., q_ hdon.i Mtd. not 011 ..,y ~ .. il~. 
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apparent; 60 that· in BODle ea_ priest iDftu6nce (or B poly
Bildric tendeDcy) can have beeu \he only motiYe. The only 
clear case of . myoga ' of widow, i.e that of Vicitravirya'lI 
wiveII,---ano'her very probable case being that of Bbadri.
IUJu,tve.U. 

Some Curioo.8 points are nilied by the caae of Midri. 
There it i. $aid that inviti~ twins to a ' niyoga • is tantamount 
to undergoing one onlyl ; Madrf tb UB shrewdly secured to her_ 
eelf the advnnLRgc of oannexions with two persona ar.d ooarinli!" 
two SODe, whi le keeping to the letter of bel' !)O-wife'll stinted 
perminion; Kunti did not Imow thill point of la.w,! otberwi6e 
!!he too would have, :LA flhe deeltrNl, invited twina every time. 
Such permi,siun fmm the chler co-wife i~ not required in the 
CMe of Vicitrsv'irya'e wives,-Ilpparently OJ; the 'niyogu' thera 
were mainly on the initintive of Satya.vitl; hut the Romla. 
prinOO8!!c.a Ilre also Raid to have been t hemllelves very anxious 
for having children; while in the other calle, Pll;1!JU "IflO him. 
sell wanted to hll.vc k~etrfljn lIOns. The ex planation i8 t l) be 
ftlund in th... lIat",.,e of the permillt'ion Mildri h aiJ. The 
notorioull • mantra. of Durva88.aG. whicb Kllnti allowed Maori 
10 Ulle on('"e, allj:l"geRta a regular system of ' priestly banll' or 
permi~9 for VOriOIiR C&8ClI of royal licenee or tranSJ:TC8si01l8.! 
As alreadJ noted, "Kunti'" ' bflon • or permit was IIOt a. rare 
one: nt Jrllst t.wo other well.known prjnoo~_ of the Paorava 
race' Ilaving got it belore her. Durvi~8 is l'Q.id to bl\ve 
j!ranted his ahllOlvin,!! permit for free allian ceR (for rrolleny) 
• in \·jew of Ult' ("(1m in,!! tI){C of diRlrrAA,' - re rerring obviously 
to the df'g"enerncy of the dwiml1jng J("nurt\vu. tine, whcl"6 8On6 

proper COlli" not 00 '!I"pe,l for.' The ' ma.ntra. ' probably 
('"ooBiRl.ed o f ""mc Ath:l.l""\'ll·\·/dic incl1ntationif relatiug to 
nmOll11l fllUl r( 'rtili ~y,1 hellri,,):: tl u, /la"'e and ~anction of that 
uotca AtTl'.l'n I )rie~t, W/lich forwRn1e<l rrivotel,v to the Helect<:d 
quarter9, rroduo:ed the de8ir~d ('"(fed eal'lily,l by virtue of 
the fl.uthor ilalh'e lieenee.1 This 'ms.ntra' of free-choice, 

• 
• 
• 
• • , 
• • 
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therefore, being a 'r,eeial Xtreya permit iBBUOd on behalf or 
KuniI conld enJoy be awfuUy ueed by Midri wiili her own g_ 
aent; thus she had to ltoy shori, when that consent. .... 
withheld (e-,ren after PiJ;lcj'u'l pleadings) ,-and a~tJy 
Madri did nut entertain tbe idea of 8,. ' niyoW' ' otherWJ.1!e thaD. 
by ncb mms.ntic ' free-choice. 'I 

Of the' probable' cases, BOlDe are evidently BO, only they 
bll-,re not been 110 deBigna.ted in tradition, ....... while otbera OOlIl.· 
prise a fairly numel"(l\Ig group, the chief leatUl'e of which il the 
8BQription of the birth of 80ns unto old and childlea8 king!I to 
the propitiation lind la-,rour of IIDme r~i who grantl boons to 
their wive., and who often i8 the hereditary priest,' or 
oontiuue8 to tllke lin interest in t b08e 8ODS. Thi, latter clan 
&II t!; whole, mayor may not imply o.cblal c&!J68 of ' niyoga,' 
but a few of them undoubtedl.r were, in -,riew of what bll.8 
already been noted. 

Taking caBeS of the former group in order of aequenoe , 
we have, d the 22nd step 1«60 Manu, that or Purukutaa.'" 
queen obt.nining (l 60n for the race in tbe I DUUc& of her 
husband,--!lccordiog to tile Vedic evidenoo3; and this Wat 

. apparently through a. brother_in_law (who waa also 
another husband, by biandry) .-according to the Puriqio 
evidence·; here 'niyoga ' and polyandry ate combined. It il 
t{) be noted that th is. is. 11.160" Manva calle, a.nd the location is 
apparently the Narmada region.' 

Then, at the 44th step, is the fa.mous ClllIe of 'dhr.nn .. 
MrpkriimuQIl ' or Bh'nradv8Ja8 into 100 Pa.uTllva dynasty. That 
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rhrase _rns ,to refer to a 'niyoga' rather ~ to an 
adoption ' 1 (or which the description· ~' would 

hp,ve been enough; even that is hardly appropiJate. and ratbtll' 
to rU6 we.y of dellcribing it. The phrase yie13s better eenee. 
with r6(6I'eOO6 to the context and oonnected traditioD, if tuen 
to mean' introductiOn of freeb blood (tainting, gniliing), 
througb Bbaradvija, in accordance with eaDctioned and right. 
fu l eustom (dhal'IPa) , ,-which e:lplanatioD is added to many 
B traditional caee of ' Diyoga.' to justify it. It has already 
been notoo tllat the contellt Bnd connected traditions a.bove 
referred to, show that it was not Dharadvaja. himll6lf who 
became the 8ucceallOr of Bharata., but the !!On beRotteD by him, 
Vidathin or Vidatha,-()l', a9 the Epic tradition haa it. 
BhfunaDYU, the !tOn of Bho.ratn'8 quocn Bunf\Ddi .. ,.'~irva8enl_ 
KilieyT, born nfter th6 death of the nine 80118. When it i8 
remembered that the XUia aliO were at tbat time under th6 
inBuenoo of BhiradvA.ja-Angira98s,' &8 were tbe OOlltem
J'IOl'a:ry Ea.stern Xnn.vR8 of the adiacent regione, in which 
dynasty th6 XfL,:l"ln8& ni blood~had 2 or 3 meps before been 
fully in"troduoed (i.e., 'eatpkri.rnita ') ,-ani! tha.t the 
Ailgiraaal had come into clo!il6 relationa with the Pallla"" 
dynasty from tll6 time of Marlltta'q adoption of Du~ta. and 
ai80 tbat the Xr'lgU-ao8a bad intermarried with Marutta's 
family!-the natural vaguenese in the Bb'arata tl'8dition 
"dia&pf>eal"5 , and it beoomee clear that tbe BUeeeesor of Ebarata 
WM hi~ , k~traj!\ ' IlOna by hill AI).w,rBlI& priest' 

The nellt ca.se is that of Vyu~IUva,f wbose 'Place cannot 
be clearly defined. H e is caUed ' raurava_vatp~vudhn.na ' 
io the Epic atory, bllt there is DO PaIlTaV" Vyn~itUva in the 
Jisln. Tile Aik\,lyijkB. Vyu~itii.~\"a ( ... t .. bout. tbe 81at atel» is 
Dear cllO\ijZh to Pawu to be referred to &8 a precedent·; Kuoti 
Nlfer. to VyutiiHva's story in Teply to PilJ.qu's citation (If 



8&udiM'1 cue; e~.if (Ia is more probable)! this aWry were 
origi.naJly pan of PiIp}u'. exhortation iUus'n.tiIIg • niyogM , 
IlDd wrongly .UributOO. to Runti, the point remn.ina th •• it 
comes next to Baudha', e1i9ry •• lao IlD AilQjvA.b. CBB6; &nd the 
Aik,vikal were at this time well known t£J the Kurus1; thus 
• PaW"lIil'a-vaq:l.lla-va.rdha.na.' may be taken a£I a vDCllltive 
relen-i.ng to PilJ.~u, aDd Dot to VyutitaAVII. Tht, lltory ill 
apparently intended to show the Buperduity of ' myop,' which 
it does not. The indications are plain that Bbadri_Kikfivati 
(an Aitgirasa.lady de800llded fr<lW Kak~vaDt IDd Dirghu.tamaa) 
had childwn alter tbe death of her husband, u.od these were 
reg&fded in later &gea as nil chiJdren by a legal fiction._ 
fad (or which' Diyop • ie 9.ui~ rrofficient e:r.plsnation; here it 
is no case of posthulPOUI birtb', for .reuen !I01l6 ace born .~ 

The curious lltatement that the Paura.va. (or Aik,vika) Iring's 
!!OWl were' 3 Silvas' and • 4 Madra.,' i8 highly sUIIPiciouI: 
it i8 obviously wreDg; tbe true reading would seem to have 
m68ut • 3 frolll Silva, IUld fair from Madra.' respootively,
that is of these 7 'k\l8lraja' 00080 S were begotten by 
the Silva. and 4. by the Madra. prince, who roa.y have 
boon relatives of the dead Jdog choaeo by the queen quite 
in accordance with custom. And all that is Mid about 
Bhadri's rieing up from her huooana's dead body and awaiting 
fruitful eonneJlions in her own bedchamber, is strikingly 
similar in purport and detaile to the ~edie funeral mant~ 
that make over the widow immediately to a relative of the 
hueband. The queen 's own dellOOllt being expre!ll!ly traced 
from a Camou!! ' niyoga, 'S resort to the ume practice is quite 
intelligible in her ease. 

As has been noted sOave, some briUllna.r}icieed trooitiOD6 
assert that brihinal)s raised offspring on .triya widows 
after the Haib·aya.Bhirgllova con6.ict,6 Tbis appears to be 
nothing but a. polite way of saying what mUlt have been 
na.tlll"al, tha.t the women of tbe beaten Ha.ihaya chieftains 
were I<Ppropria,ted wholfJllaJ.e by their victol"l!, and bore! tbem 
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ehildron ; these victoI'lll wflI:e rather t11& KUi. and ~ 
th.n tbe Bhrgue alDD&; 80 that these ii~htill8' priestl 
UDscrupulonmy need the victorie, gained by thetr &lliea in thia 
ma.nner. At any ra.te thie trtodition does not p-ove pre"alenoe 
of • niyoga' &8 a. practice amanCIt the Haibay" (but 
indicatefl that the Bbfgu brihmaJ)r also were convenant with 
the system, like the A.r;lglrallU, etc.). For the! B&ibayu it 
only shows a \aint in blood3 owing to di8a8b'oU8 defeat. But 
it may well have been that powerful briihrolll)a henCf:lforward 
hBd aD eye over tbe harems of cbiJe:: the inlltll.Wle of 
Dirghata.mas-AI)Wrasa having the 1116 of a kip@" harelO 
OCCUlTed jun afteT thia period of Haibaya_Bh5rga.va conftict 
and alleged wholesale' myog&e.' 

Iril',t,' tbe !'On of the NAgII. prinoe81l Ul~pr and heir to the 
Kau~vy ... Nip:a kingdom, was probably begotten by Aljuna 
by way of &. ' lli.l'oga. ' One V(II"Non milk",,, bar the widowed 
a.nd childle811 • euulli • of the' Klluravya king, another the 
widowed 8.nd childlells ' IIUti '; the latter ill noi probable, a8 
Irilvat il!llater on said to bave. been expelledli from tbe Kauravya 
eonrt (when) he W~8 hrollgll t lip by hia mother) by hill wicked 
, pit~'a: througb llatred of Arjuna, thouilih mvat blld been 
recognised a8 the heir to the Noga. kinj!"dolll. Clearly ' sut§. , 
ill .0 amenda-t ioD in favonr of Arjuna (the I Iirahmaeirin '); 
there .. ..auld be no case of & 'putriknputro. ' succeeding (aB 
witb Citrioj{sdli) when 8 fIOn WlIS pre..ent; it Willi bill 
• 8JlU~a. ' whom Kamarya bestowed upon Arjuns for 3n heir, 
when IIhe ""as heuelr deHirou! of ofFspring; and the ' pitrvva' 
referred to was thus a Y<lunger brother of tbe deeeoeed Nuga 
prince. ""ho W !LJ;O uisplelLAed At the pro~pect of a k~tn.ja eon of 
tbe elder brother f!'ettiog the thl'('lle.6 Uliipi apparenUy ,,'&8 

eagerly looking for n lIuitable ' af!'ent ' with the Jl"rruiesion of 
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her father·in.law,' when she met ArjUlla at Ge.itgiadra. And 
perlUaded him to aocomptony her to ~be Nip pMaoa cioae by 
Il!ld lItay with ber for a abort time till ehe oonceived of him.' 
Tb6 details of ber adventure Il!ld advauoeB show that t.be 
initiative in t.he ma~O& 11'808 a.imOBt wbolly hera, bearing • 
sttikiog similarity with Sir8d&!;t4il~'8 ca50 in rogard to 
the quest and random selection.' 

To the aooond group of the • ~robable' caMl! belong tbe 
following iD ordM of sequence' ;-'Ibe birth of Vilivimitra.· 
Vuvara~ha (Aila.-liautlika) (31) througb the favour of lleikl. 
(Bbitgava)6,;----o1 ~b(llIOn6 of Sagan. (Aikl)vib) (41) through 
that. of 'Aurva' (BhargllovlI.)" ;---of lJamayanti.Va.i.da.rbbi 
and her three brotherll (Yatlava) (50 or IWmewhat earlier) 
through that of a. W Dllma.na.'I' ;----0£ the lIOns of AjamI4ha 
(Paurava-Bhitll.ta) (52) ~hrough that of • Bha.r&dvija ' 
(!l'lgirasa.llhii.rn.ta,)1 ;-..f tho.. 600 of DaAu,rathll.Loroapiidll 
(E. Anava) (64) through lbat of J.l~Y~fl'lga·Vaibhil}"aki 
(Kl'yapa)';-of Haryanga (K Anava) (67 or 7.9) througb 
that of l'unarbhadra.-Vllibbiil}cJa/ci (KlUyapa)lo ;---of Ja..r8.
sandhll.Varhadratha. (Pnurava.-Miigadba) (92) through that of 
C&QcJaklluffika (Xngiraflllo.Gautarua)ll; 01 the!lOo of' 8rtljllYa. '. 
Piil1ciilo. (bet. 66 and U3) througb that of ' Niirlida. ' (Klitiyapa
Pitlcila)12,;----Q{ Dra.upadi: and Dh",tadyumno, (PMK:iIIl) (94) 



through that of Yija and Upa.yija. (KiliyapaJ I ;----aad of the 
f!hildren of Sa.tBdhllDvan-Hirdikya (Yftd.a.V1o) (94) througb U:lM 
01 ' CyaTana' (Bhirgava) 0' Aput from the old age of the 
, father' and hi' ehildle,eDeu. aDd the ooncern&d nis b6'oog
iog t-o clane othetw:i1l6 &eBOciat.ed with the ' niyoga' pnlCtioe. 
tbo special Circum8tan06B 'ba~ may bave .. 6euing on tbe 
probability in etlch caa" are :-10 lhe first: the aUegbd 
oompiete Bhargava. prie8t-domination over Vihimitra'e grand_ 
parent!!, Kullika. and hie qUeen,3..-tb"e visit of Pa.urukutsl" to 
the Dhirgava retreat wherE~ abe too conceived along with ber 
daugbter Satya.va.ti,IL-tbe continued Bhil'gava.-Kaulfika 
• 6&Illbandba,'L..lIJld ol·hot previoul:I and 8ubsequenJ; Bha.gava 
intermixture, with royal fomiliea' ;-in the second: previOUll 
Bbirgava connection with 8a.gara'lI parents, tbe 8OD
les8 and aged VAllu and bis Yldlwi queen,8-and too alleged 
oontemporacy Il{"ev81enoo ()f • niyogll8 • of llldica of the ruling 
nobility to Bhirga\'a pri6lltsi ;- in the fourth: the well.mown 
J'r'e'lliOUB ' dhanua-s8rpkrimq.a ' ot Ali.giraaa-Dhira.d'llii.ja blood 
lDOO t he PaUTBve.-Bharata dyD!I!ty.IO...,....and the continued con
nection or the BMrataa with the 1IO-CS"lIed Bbaradvijas, pra.cU
c!l.lIya branch of tha t dyn8-slyl1,- in tile iifth (and the ei:dlt) : 
thti 1lIli3.ue nature of the ent icement of ~al!1'liga into the royal 
harem, where hiB pMition ia very similar to th!lt of Dirgha

tamas in the ha.rem of Lomapida's lIliIlceBtor ,-a.nd th"e continaed 
Xu .. va.-Kiiayapa. oonnection shawn by two ' boons' of ollapriDg 
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wi'Lhin a few generMional.;-in the Beventh: the preoIMlent of 
.Vali and Dirgbatamaa, where the ni family concerned a. well 
as the locality are the eame,L-and tbe notorious eonnecliOll of 
Q}e Ga'O.t.amaa with Girivraja from Vall's t.ime to 
Jarkaodba,'r i-in the 6igt.li..: lli.m.ila.ri~y witb the Vinimitra 
.wi Lomapidu. cuee,-in all three a ni eon-in-Iaw' being the 
aource of tbe IIOD, 

Dbftarittra's !IOll8 (94) are said to have been bo.m 
f,hrougb }be farour of Krwa.-DvaipAylloQllo, on whom Gandhiri 
attended to bis satisfaction'; but 48 it ill 800 IIIlid tbat Ule 
, boon ' _II a. divine one, Qnd elsewbere thai; tbe eona were 
direot.ly bfIsot~,6 it i8 not. a. likely case of die above group .. 
Ugriyudha. (Dvimiqba-Pincala.) (90) ie &lid 1.0 bave belonged 
to the Solar dynut.Y~" bill lather or ancestor Krta. (89 or 84) 
wa.a a. famous dieciple of Hirnl;lyaoii.bha.-KlIum.lya. (88) ' ; and 
tha.t strange pu.rticulo.r may be the iodication of eome infuElion 
of esteemed K(I'ala blood into the Pineala family in the 
time (If Krta.& 

There ill another fairly numerous group of caS6ll, ~'bere 
eo06 am said to hav/) been &om to Jrwgs in theUo e:dreDl6 old 
age, not tbrough r lji favour, but by virlue of aUllterities and 
diviDe OOon8.10 The instances (If • A'vapati ' of Madra (la.ier 
than 30) ,ll Dirghatapas of KiM (15)/" UIliD.al"llo or the PunjAb 



(~6),1 PratJpa of Xuruk,etn. (87) ,lor Jyimagha of Vida,rbba. 
'(88) ,I are sowe of the beat known in t.radi.tion. 

Connected with' niyoga' are BOUle oilier Cll.se~ of 'qelru.j,,' 
IOOIJ (accepted B8 such) knOWD to tradition, teohnicaUy beloDg
ing to the ~tegorie6 of • giiQbsja.; , kinioo. , ' etc. It is note
worthy that the definite eUJJll'Jea of auoh 60na occur llJIlongst 
ruling familiell chiefly in the period jlln before tbe Bhirata 
wa.r.·ITbe queen of Ugra&eDa (Yidava) (90) , .. Vaidubhi. 
princes;. while on a ebort visit to her father's capital a.nd dill_ 
portiog harse1f inbi6 pleasure gardena, Will;! beguiled by one 
Gobhila. (who had impersoIllted Ugraeenaj into cohabitation 
with him, and alter ,be disco\'ery ot tbe fraud wat abandoned 
by him in pregnancy ; she then retUI'1l00 to Ug l'1l8eDa, alJd tho 
1100 IIIle bore was KlllllSll, ' 1100 ' /lnd BIreOl)SSOf of Vgraseua.· . 
Runt!'11 ' kinina ' 800, Karva (92), ia l"ecognized 88 ' by law 
the eon of Pil}4u '; I{n;l}a asserts it, and Kafl)& bimsell 
acknowJedgea ii, while Drauplldi al80 agreell to tbis statuII; 
in Ca~. on the avo of tIll': g reat baitlo and after it Kan)a ill 
.!mOlt genara.Hy taken to be v,rtu&lly the eldest • k(letl'll.ja ' 
.on of Piu;ulu aud thus ileir to tbe thro.ll&.' But it ill ratber 
dilrerent witb Sa.tya.vatrs ' kilniDa • son (00), whO i~ definitely 
• Piirwrya' anJ 'J>ii.rii-'ILlIJ,'1j .:Iiiyii.d!il.l,' IIoDd not Siiontunava., 
iliougb he is clo.imed :16 elder brother of Vicitl'll.virya through 
Ilill mother and younger broth'er a,leo of Dhi,ma., and ill 
permitted the prlvi!egea thRt would have belonged to 
Sa.ntanu's own lIOn.' Unlike Kunti'll • kii.nina' son, her 
IIEter Srutadevi'a ippa.renily ~imila.tly bom son EkalaVYR 
(92) i6 not 'recognized n,. the KaTUfilo king'lI own &On; he too, 
like KarQUo . teema to have been abandoned, to be brou!!ht up 

, , 

., 
• 

, 
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bl a Nitida chieltain, but not 'U~UeJlU1 a.ml.iated like 
him. to the IllOUW" leg&~ hWlband. ~Aoootding to tbe 
Buddhist ,.enion of Epic tradition,) Draup~ &nd her brother, 
inate$d of being the wiraculoualy born. children of Drupada. 
and Pr\Iati, were born of the KWeJ& \~:. who WaB auried 
olf in her pt"egmw.cy by \he viclorious · of' XiIIi' (i.e. B. 
Piftcila, with which it was .at ,hal t~ often a.malgamaWld, 
&8 al80 with Kurus) after her husband', tall in battle, and 
gave birth to those children (t~·ins evidently) as wife of tbie 
latter king, who .IIc(:epted them.u h~ children. Apar1 trom 
gr611.tez: cr6!libility, tlllS version remarkably confirme the 
oontemporary view of ' lqIetraja' children, 81 e::&:empiified in 
the COile of Ugraaena Uld others. The at(lry of lols.tIilge. ... 
80n of a ' brihmal,lt' by a Iow-e1a8D paramour, who waa yei 
regarded &.II the • 60n ' of the' bri.hmUol,l,' is not dt!6nitely 
ascribable to any particular t ime.4 Acoonling to tbe 
, Rimiyal,lio ' Indition, ' Hsnumant' (65) WII6 aucb 6. 

, ktetraja' eon of Keliarin, recognized as lIOn in spite {)f 
illegitilllacy , 8S werl! 1\100 thc·2 I!OnR (Viii and S ugriva) uf 
lJkv~' 8 wife.1 

, , 
• 

• 

V i d ~ F. 158 Qnl " ~nd n . 1 lhe' .... l ~ i. p~ .. ihle 'hat •. lIotber oiole . 
or KUdll. SrolllklrtU, Ill. '" • K~lraya ki"6, .aa oDd......,t 
. orne """ 0 1 polyandrn .... niyoga' , . h too t.ad 5 ...,. .bo .. _ 
upeUed from oovtlnligllty by Othn Kek&ya pri~ aad j oillod 
lb. Pi9d.~ .. to ~.in lb.!. Io.in!ldom Jet. Mbn. V. ~ 664 .... d 
Sb:r. IDd .. ~ , •.• . K .. k .. ya, e~. ~ .T ... v .. 06, 145 f( ~ VI,. IV, 4, 
11 ; .. 1<.) . 

Co ... U , J il.o V. 22& If. ; .id. n. 1. p . II:IZ, and n. 2, p . 1..32. 
:\11th. XIII. 21·211 . 
BUI tb~ ",.ntion of Mata6p' • • ut •• iti .. ud l Dllu.lI~ at aay' and 

t!w, very n"",. o f M&\a';p., probably indio&\6 """'. cl_ ~ 
WOD or id .... tity .. jtb th J ..... ou. Trih6ku.:y. , ....... 13.2), t.bo 
' CIu;I~iJ.: o f K~.~ .. h_ f.thor T ry ................ :S",*,III 
Roi · Cf. Nan .... p"ulll i. l o.t.or OQ. 

~Ibb. Ill , 147, 111113 fI.~ at ... RlIII .; B ... 1uDioJ4a, IIl , 1,21£..15,.u.. 



v. 
1.'ho t.radHional evidence reguding widow-rewa.rt"lage 

iU teen tU widow-burnwg, ill cowJ?&r&tivcly meagre: DO very 
ear)iy inst.anC6a can be wl!OOvered; It.l' onJy toward, the cloee 
of the period oovcroo by too traditioDAi l!Ourres tha.t fJeveral 
defuritc CIl36S crop up. Evidently, during the greaur part of 
that; period, widow-rem&lTiage wae mOlo or h3sa taken for 
granted. or was 8UperfiUOua owing 1.0 preva.lence of ' niyoga,' 
or cUiltom!ll'y tr&nelerenoe. to elder 01' younaer brotherll-in
Jaw,--6Ild PO speciaJ BOciaI conditions had ansen1 to develop 
iIo CUlblm of widow-bumiog. It. ill striking that moet of the 
early instances of thiB latter prac~ice refer to the Minna and 
in a le8ll degree to connected YB.dOi¥88; while the later 
it'lltlJl<".f!& b610ng cbiefJy to tb .. Yids.vaa, IUld partly to one or 
two other cloee.\y OODnected familiell: it !lOOm!! pcasible that 
with the ew:ly M!l.nv8a thu practice wa~ orif!inal, being &. relic 
of not uncommon primitive beliah and w8titution8,-wbile 
the later Yida~a.a adopted it under the IIIre68 or the !trugglea 
and disasters of their age. H is &.lao reJDukable -that 
remarria;E'es of widows or 'eqrdva/ent.r ' are slm06t eJ:clWlively 
noticed In their preventioD or subsequent DOIl-occurrence,
except oooa.aionally where the woms.u concerned is either a 
• nI.ga," Caayu,'3 • va.nara • or 'rAk~ssa.,'4 or prilll&rily in the 
po_ssion of 1IOID6 'a!lUl"D' (e"'-.) , who is killed ~ ;- which 
would indicate th'at those few prevention!.! and theoo latter 
miJ:ed cases were the exceptions 1.0 and speci.,l caaea of & 

genen.1 and therefOl"e unemph.aissd UUg6 of remarriage. 
Tbf, distribution of the references al90 poinfAI to sucb 
ramalTiagsfI being oommoner in the Madhyadet1a (K1lI"1I" 
pificli.la and XBBi-Xoaala) tow.nlB the clooe oC our pm.:i~: 

In a number of inal.anoea the liu6 between widow
remarria.ge and • niyoga,' or 'brother.in_law marriage,' Ol" 
even polyandry. can h·ardl,. be clearly drawn: e.g., in t.be 
already noti~ cases of U1upi (94), Ambiki and AmbiJiki 
(92), Bbadri-Rik~Ivati (81'l or 42'l), PurulruUini-Narrnadi 
(22), Tirt. and Mandoc1ari (65). But il they ani not unalloyed 
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wioow-retll&ll'i&ptl, they clearly iJnply thu," cu..rom lor \hole 
time.. In another group of ca_ uiere is DO J.lropeI' ' re
marriage of a widow, ' hut rather 're-wIlIlocbon of au 
equivalent bfa widow'; e.g. , where OIl oultet!, or vllDqui6hed 
cbief\aio'B wife is approached at appropriated by the victor,L
or where !to queen 86tS up her panunour 88 the king alter 
murderill8 her hU8band,~ where 0. dowager queen goea toO 
live with a chaplain,L...or where fair ladies U'6 abduct&d by 
• 81N1Ul'M' etc., and rellCued, either fonhwitb or a.f~ long 
st ... y with tbe abductor, by heroes who Bubeequeotly marry 
~m. Ca.sea like thel!6 , 88 well IlB the :reQdi..cet:6 with which 
the cla.i.ma of tieveral prinOO!l6e& to restored maidenhood were 
admit ted , and their e887 and IlQl'lIlal 8ubseque'Il.t ' remarriages,'. 
&bow that, of the later objections to widow_mM'riages, a 
prillcipal ODe bad liu le force 10 tbOEle days. 

Taking the few probable indications of and direct 
referenoos to 8Ilch • re_conpectiona' and ro-warriagee all 
togetber, they are louod to be thus distribut.e3 regionally and 
by groupe:-

AmODtl'8t 'he Minvaa : Bhalanda.na'.s lIOn Vataa.pri (6), 
of the VSlMIi line, reecued the youthful MudivatI, daught.er 
of ~m fath~r'8 frieud King' Vidura.tha.' of the Nirvindhyi 
regJOn (evidently an early Y8dava), from her abductor 
Kujpnbha, whom he slew; he theu married her , though !he 
h!'d lived with that Kujrmbho. for II> CODeiderabla lenJ:th of 
tllOe,1 Several other 6imila.r instancee are known to Vailiileya 
tradition,' 

• • 



The lamous Aik,vika., Satye.vrat.a-TriMnku (3S1), appro
priated too bimeeU the newly.muried wifel of .& 'Vi.dalbn.. · 
pripoo (Yid&~)" whom be &ppa.rflrr.tl~ 1I!e~ In ba.t~ ~b 
hie lIupporten, and bad by ber a. BOll V~uvrddha.. · It le &ald 
that the capture was not qui'-& illegal (though disappt'Ol'ed by 
KiPg Trayyil'w;la aDd • VMif\ha. '), all the malTiage was not 
yet technically complete; etill the point remains that he was 
rega.rded by many to baTe virtually made another'a wedded 
wile forcibly hill own, n.nd also that he was by lIOUIe otbtlr8 
thought to h,'Ve been UDjU8tly banished fOI" IIuch capture , 
which WIllS actually common in dylllllJtie history even in later 
timell 4 ; tlie legal point 01 the' 7th eU!p 'I i~ apparently a later 

gJoM t.o justify the great Vi'viwilra's support of TriJlar,tku : 
for the completion of the early Vedic marnage did not depend 
on the 7th step:' but Oil ' priQi.griibha ' of the bride anil on 
subaeqtHlItt hOIUe-oomiug and consummation. Tri~J.1lru all!O 
_IDS to have aimilarly ",,,propriated 'HI ortlinary citizen'lI 
wife,'----unlo68 the two notices refer to th~ A&mll fact,," 

.{{tupsrl;)a-Aik~vika (151, or 421) i8 connected ineepllol"ably 
with the ancient IUId ~enuinc Nalil-Dama.yanti tradition 
(Yid&va) ; acoording to tb ie,' DamaYlIJJti , in order to lind out 
whether the reported new cha.rioteer of ,he Kobla king wall 
Na.la. hi.nJeeJf, dupatched messengers to 1;ttUpIIl"l)a.'s oourt to 
inform hilu that ahc hlld decided to hold 8 second ' 8vayllIp._ 
van. ' very shortly. no t race 01 her mieaing lIm,band being yet 
fou,:!d; aod J;ttupafJJ.& a t once I16t out for KUIJqil;)8 to hp'"e his 

• , 
• 
• 

• 
• 

• • 
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dla.oce of obtr.i.ning Damayan\i .. wife. I>am&yanti .oopb 
uu. rule wHb her moth8l" , oonaent (thoogb her IMber kPIIw 
DO&hing about it), and it le.dll to DO graver CODMlqUeDOM ~ 
.. pretty little -.ne of love~' pique, &lid ~tUp&r&J;l.·' po3n.e 
apology. It is quite evident frolll thie calle, that in both the 
Vid,arbba-Yidllov& and the K~1a..Minva circleR rema.rriage of 
widows or • equivalents' waa not disoountenaneed, .. nd wete 
quite ordinary OOC\U'N!nOl!S. 

For the time of Rima.-Di'arathi (65) there are t'\ll'O mU<'I'd 
callell of widow n-marriage (as alre8.dy noticed) smoup' the 
aboriginal (but ckilized) taoetl of S. E. DoocI.n, oonnected 
with the Mli.nvu (viz., of Tiri. and Mandodllri , with Rima', 
approval); and one reference to a pCllIBibility of .. lIimilo.r 
, mb:ed' case among6t the MinvM themaelves._ between 
SIti-Vaidehl: (or-Ka.u4alyll and Lak'ilm~a (or Bhar&ta), in 
the eV<!!ut of Rima', ~ath. l . 

With this group may be placed the C&1!6 of Gauta.mal 

(UgimM), who manied a • aMyn ' widow (bellowed on him 
by a • do.ayu· chieO , eettled !l.monJ;llt hcr people, aud had 
many sinful children by her. Tlle pel"Moftl snd topogl"1l.phical 
deb,ile in the ,torr show that it ill evidently another vemon
a I&rcMtie and a Wea.tern a.nti-Xng-ira88 on&--()f the ramO\l~ 
tra.dition of ·DiT'!"!h8taro8l!l' 8dV4:niuree in the eaatero oountriM. 
This' da.6VIl· widow mayor may Dot be the same sA the 
• Siidri ' U~ij or Au'inari of the hetter.knowD veraiOD!; in 
f8et Dil'j1"hatamu took to wife 0. numher of IiUch WOWeD from 
Va]j '1I harem or capital . by whom also h e had Dumel'ouB 
children. If identical. the . dallyu' woman of the former 
"\'fll"Rion need not he h1ken all a. • widow,' but rather 116 • one 
lleparated from (or kept 8eparat<l by) her husband,'-for 
• hhartri virahita. ' caD mean both' ; and the latter meaning 
'Would auit the case of the transferred Allfinari quite "'OI;ell , . In 
Mly case the Gautamn-.Ail,cin.sa. Dirglls.tarn&ll (oil) had 110 wife 
who waa either a • full' widow or a cleAr' equh"3l.ent,' or had' 
''''0 wives of each dellCription . 

1 Vide .. nw. 
• Mbh, ~ 658b (Krl.~hop. D1: XU, 168·721. 
• E.,. tlo .. 'cLuoyu' chief ", th. J;na,· .. V.li (nlten "" .. IOIIIIdod witb tk 

n";t,.. Valil rali"E ...... _ . A,l .. ; ,"- Jl!'"t. Rlk, ... ril,. <>1 
M"""'..,."j. _ Oiri ....... j. ( .... u 0.. eil" ,,' f)o~ RlIr.o JJ. .. bto., .... . 
to Mloh.): 1108 "IIoeI,1fb""grin", • BU.' 10;1.., "" rbe DaD ... .. 
&qr-. wilh tbe 10~rUoY ... d @pie 1radD.. f t~. beDoolodi_ ... 
Uoe 1tU"'" ~odd ... Sutabhl 01 ~~ ....... j •• J"M ..;:1.1:> I .... ..., 
of. '88 .... "i· • ......,.. oa IIIe prohfle 0 ......... lOt G"in .... ja : the 
olntol _till ..r Ot.au.... ... lb. ~i""" 'Knvl6.p· lew 
K",,,,~) o.."tamw of Di>i .... ja In the ..... 01 "" ....... 1 w.,' 
..MI u.. ....... d " I hell 10 0t.0I.&m... .....w thAt the nnI __ 
.nt~ .. _" JMo.t.ile to ..1 • .,:._ pnIoolWoDo,-d N&nd. (~ 
__ I, bftj"lf .,....NDU,. .. PIram .. \.bI_PUeIIA, _, ,;..n 
laW! ....,........wd oaclo • ,....,., .,.. m.oIkIoa.. 
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Amongst the ~Iy Ailae, tbe Che of Purftra'9lUl (8) who 
rescued the " bdooted U"8&, and married her ,I and the 
statement in the bribm~iciaed tale of ' Indra,..vijaya.' t.hat 
Na.iolll?S courted the queen of • Indr&' alter upelling and 
6uooeeding hilll, aDd _ on the point of having her !WI hie 
wife,1.........we the only indications of an acquaintance with 
'punarbhii '...()r • enyepiirv~ ·.m8lTiage6 in tIlat; ege. Later 
on, however, AjemitJha (fiS) _me to have bad a' pllD&rbhi'l ' 
wife, Dhiimini, {rom whom. the main Paul'1lva. line was 
de_nded.' 

AlDOllgat the later AiJsa,-YidaV86 aDd Paul1lova.a,-mon" 
definite and frequent references are round. Some ot the 
earlier Y&davllo caaee &fe .180 Mlnva ca.ses, 118 noted above; the 
clearest of them being that; of the pl'Opoo:!(ld re.mnrringe of 
D3,mayanti.V3,idarbbT (51, or 4\1<' ). The next indications ate 
much Ia.ter , belonging 10 the period just befOl'G the Dbin.b, 
battle. T he • 16,000 wiveB '. of Knt}a (94. ) belonged. 
Gri~in.lly to N.rako-Dhliume. of Prugjyoti~"" having been b. 
entire .eelect harem, which Kflil)& eo.ptured &n'd tranllferred' 
to DvArivati for himself , after slaying Naraka. Xs already 
not.OO, such harem trnnstCJ:B were not rare in thill or IlUbl!le9uent 

ege", a.nd it uft006R4rily involved 'eqnivakmta' of WIdow. 
maniages. Thue Vitsy/iyana'e Siitra. dearly recorda tradi.
tional dynastic customa when it d&e8ifie1' the king'lI 
• aokl.i;JpuriQ.i,' in order of court precedence, III the' de'Vfll,' 
being hi& owo nonnnll:t' wedde<l &nd principal wivea.-tbe 
'puna,bh,i,,' evideoU:v the widowa of th'e predece880r Gnd of 
vatu)ni llhed killj:(II,-6n3: the oonrtezaJJlI, both '!ibhyn.ntariki.· 
(i.e ., tWAe taken int{) the ranke of the ' zen§.n!i ' wives). lie 
well e.a 'nltakiy!i' (i.e., the court 8oCt1'e~RIll'! lind 'dancinR 
Rirls).' Arjnna ' l'o (94) aeUlcment of Vajr&. (97) Rnd Si.t,v&i<i 
nru'l Krtav&1'Inan'lj (grand_ or w'ea.t-graod-) 900K, witb the 

MRI. 1M, ~ fl. , Puri .. " .. • reputed gtoondf.th.,. &>.b.'. .ppro_ 
pri.lion 01 hi. pri~ot'. wif~ Tirl.. and hi . .. I .... othe •• r",i", 
~"", .. ""Iiou •. ""', bo t.k_ .. &I _Ii.,. in.I~. in tb. Ail. ~p, 
,';J. :-D,..J, ... IQd.: IfT . 65, 22--44; Mato:!'.: 2.'5. 23.41 &lid 1M. 
t _II, Vil''': IV, 6, 6-19; Brab_: IX; Po.iI . , V. 11, 
:53-lI9; U." •. 26, lJOQ fI; VI,.. ,QQ. 28 fI, m. 

I Mblt. V. 11-16. 
I Cf. Vip" IIIJ, 1106.11, Mot.o)'*.: ro, 11-19; eto.~ ... d .. ate Ii, pp. 

'11_ 78. 
• Th. IIl!u_ of ooou ...... not to .,. eaIi. n lite...ul,. The .IltU. 

trllditi .... It"" •• of <>thft ..,elen~ Itl np "";11t '16,(100' ";n. (Tid. 
;"f ... .,." H ; pol,lf....,l. 

I Not improbabJ. .. Kno;i. mo.,. h.~ _il,. pmI'I.lted lEu N. R. 
B.n,i;:ol aft,.,. "'..-.ill. It.d .......... I>jv.pt.ecl I:>l' .}.......ab.'. 
foIL r" lat.er hiriorT ct. tbe r. ... lJcI of On'; ... Idiob ~ oil 
'ro,.J .. ",b ... llu' t ...... 0... • (Bl.1I and No «a~-"'.D.). 

t Vito. KI, SGt. IV, V, ~. 
1 s..p. ... t.o prin". dw"~ .... d ~ halto .... ..,;p.,J ia tb¥ 

86' ... 101' the .,;_ 01 ...... el ... 'u io 10 .,. -..t \h ...... 
.. b .... Vu.. n 8oU. ~ '""...t.hl' ....... --.I 
ond t""'l"""'. opVI. tf'OUl ooIIri drd .. (t.lf. IV, 2, 31 ....... ). 
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reDlDIInt6 of the Yidava aersglio&,l must h.v& involved similar 
• punKbhi:i 'marriages. Whld is indioa.t.ed tor groups iD ~ 
above caBell. i. iUustrat.ed far iDdiTidual8, in the akJ:y of 
Pradyumna and May.vatr, tbe widow of SlJl'lbara.· . 

Amongst the later pauravaa all ItUcb refereIlce8 belong to 
the period immediately before the Bhiirata battle, \lD.d I&l'a 
eompratively ele&rer :-Kirta-UgJi.yudha (DvilDi4b,s.-l'a6ci1a) 
(90/91) wanted the widowed Batyavati.Viisavt (PalJl'&vi) to be 
his wife,! within a few day. of Santanu's deaih , and I16nt • 
me9genger kI Bhi'ilma demanding bill Iltep-moth6l"; aa Bhi~ 
did not ngrefl to sucb &Jl ill_timed and ill_worded demaIld , 
Ugriyudhn. invaded Hi!.etinapnrn to enforce it, hut wall killed 
in ba."ie. It is to be noted that tbe main objection of BhIflDa 

waa that the proposal WI\8 haughty and inconeidera.t.e, the 
funersl ceremon ies of Santanu beinj:t yet unperformed; nothing 
is said reRaruing tbe inailmi88ibility ol the widow-re
m&rri~e in'l'oJved; ",nd if U/Zriyudha had won the battle, be 
would have manied 8atyavat~ quite in accordance witb' tbe 
royal custom' of baving • punarbhil' wives.' BatYlIovatI'lI 
mam!l4te with Santsnu, WaR Illeo lin equivalent' o.nya,piil"Va ' 
one, she having borne a eon to • ParMa.nt. · (Vi~i~tba) before 
that; aJld thou!!'h the fact may not have been known to 

• 

• • 

Alb~. XVI, 7. 230.'53. 
Br. 200-3:11; Hariv. 163-166. 
O,Io~r i"d.icatinn. may he '''''nd ill ~he CUM 01: (1) Rukmillf. ",ho 

boin8 ftm k'to,hed 10 l!lilu"iJa .... alrn<>rl ... '.",._pUnI· 1 
ud I!l"uplil. \00 _ "Id gladll have Uhn "'r ... wif. if ht 
ooald, eftolr hn marriap .. Ith KnDL (2) Bhln ..... atl ... bo .... 
~;'~at..d bl Niknmhb. <>1 "-"tPII'a, and li~td with him '<>r • 
l on~ t"I\~, lO"d .... after her ..... ". "' ...... iod 10 8o.h..t. ... · 
P i l'".n. (3) Dhadei.V.;LiI; . ..hI> ",ay ~i~h&l' han baa.. a 
' . h.I"$I· wi fe of V •• ude .... til" K4ru,. ki"" and "'apl.!. . Of 
a .. i.:l"...- IIf on. "f tIM latter two, finalll talrm into th _ .... 1io 
of V","<J<n. •. 

H a rio. 20, 1086-1112; . ba ..... 1.> """lIbt i,. .... rrl"ll" h,..vIta 
"/'" he. amour ..-i-!.h Par" ... , """ •• ..,1.11 .. hit. .till li.j ... 
.. ith h illl: Mbh. I , tOO , 404/i. 

C/ ..... . pn""bhll.' .. if. <>1 UI""i.1"dh.a'. ""_""'" .AI&I:IlI4bL 
TlMt tbi. practioa .... kDowI! to tile Pldcllu .. aI.o ptoQ<I hy tho 

'Jlleka' .law-~ that Dr."pa<'W. moIJooor .... lUI ... ~ ct 
'he KoM1_ killg. af~c .. II ..... dof_ aDd "'."tIh~p .h ..... 
duria!! har PHJ!1lOobCI ritarr-iH hI nr.t.padI'. I"'tat;oe &lid ..... 
'alhr, and ........ M. dlief qaoen; ~hor .imil ... _ .... kaaon 
to "". Jilw \.I'adi\IOG, nf . ... inl! to 8 . Plklla (kk-. . .. 
KWl) ... d X .... ,., ... d 1.0 tb. £pi. ud. poot-Bpic ..... Iod.. 111 
PiU\cIIa, ..... , M_hk!il...r, qu .... married b •• brih~ ~ 
.Ita. 10M he.bud·, rnllrder,_ .. blcb f. parallelled ~ .. M/. ~ 
(iD a.. E";") _n .bout the ..,inl ..... Mabil<o.rt-I. appPOpriat.i.,. 

·tba q_ 01 I.be .~l"" 0' a1.in VIogadhl. J[iq Ambw. ...... 
111 a IaWr period, _ to hddh.i ..... _ ct :LoW&. 
...., ..... Iwotlo.'_ lif. to • h ....... d·., .. _t.r ........... ooad 
Clril<tr- bJ u... .. ;p\ ... oItI6h.ed .,..,...... I~: 
:Jt~: I , 166). 
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San_nu, it WM quietlJ IIC(l6pted la.ter on bJ the Kuru oourt; 
btlt it WH unlikely \hat the br1hmaz) Aliita.-DeVllt. <KUjapa) 
did not know or it when he stood • CIUldidate for Saty&V8U'a 
hand.' Very BimiJ.at i ll th6 C8110 of KuntI-S&uri (Yidal'ij 
(92/gS), wholle previoUII • cmrnootion ' al~ WlW a.ppa.rently 
unknown to Pil.uJu, but sub8llquently an open 8eCIlIt in &ll 
courl cirelee. S&tyal'at.i herself bINI no scruples reSllrding the 
pennil sibility of widow-rem&rriagea : immed.ialtely after 
Vicitnvlry&'. deatb, &he proposed that B hiflDl& (00/91) eh:ould 
mllTy the widowa ot ber 8OlI, the Ko€a.ls. (""XUi) prineell8es; 
Bhrema'a Don-oompliance ill IImplJ explained by his famou s 
pact, wherehy. ho could not marry snd h ll,'\"e children 'Who 
would inherit hi., claim; i t is to be noted that this did not 
legally prevent him from flccepting an invilRtion to • niyDga ' 
(which he probably did), tnr in ihM CiIlIe it would Dot be hu 
rights to the throne that would be pu8tld OIl to tbe begotten 
lIOn, but that of h is ' putati ... e ' father; thus it becomes 
intelligible why Bbf~mll- .would hs.ve put forward tbe oounter
propoBRl i)f • niyogs • i)f the widowlI a.s better than their fre.nk 
remarriage. Wllile however An.bikii and Ambii.likij, could well 
have remarried, their elder sisWT Ambi ill re~ted by the 
Sill's. k ing (Milrltiki vata.-Yidava) lifter her forCIble IIbductioD 
by Bhi~ms., in spite of her 3/llWrtione of inc<lCecce; it is aaid 
tll~t, ~i'ih·a. /lid not lil<11 th .. id(,11 of mn rrying an . annpiil"l'i. _2: 
but d mt ia not enough or a.n explanation in "lew nf oont-em
porary dyc&8tic practices; ' dread of Bhl$Dl&,' 80 often 
emphaeised in the Ambi lltory , together with lIOIIle amount of 
'l'allity, wall pillinly the greater part of the !'ellSOn. As no\ed 
already , it ill probable that, as amongat the_ Ylda'rns, there 
were oeea~ionlll harem_traDlreren~ amongflt the P Bumvss 
"IAO,I Rnd it .Foeern ll likely that !lOm e o£ the Dhirtar.'il}ITll widow~ 
(94/ 95) were taken into the Pi'O-cJIlYa semgli(lfl II~ the ' pUD8T
bhii' wivee of the 'five joillt kingfl. 4 

AI!. noted above, the earlier referenccs to widow-burning 
belonfl: to the Minvs. group ~-Thus the Vaifi,li Iring 
Xhandn,', (20, or seve1'&l. Irtept'! 1.s.ter) thrce- devoted wive-s ace 
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IIlid-to have died. aIoog with their bnebaDd. wit.b "' ..... j.hey 
"had Mired io $h6 f<:JftJN in .old age; bow they died it' aiade 
cleir by · the snb&&quent cue of the retired vliAli KiJIi' 
Narivy6Dt& (41) and his wife Inilnami who &IIOeDded the 
fl,lDe~ PJ!"! of her huabaDd when be __ murdered by .. 
Yidava king. Vapuflll&t, in his forest nlUM.\. Such 
• eahamlU1lJ,l8o' W1I6 not bowever fully cu~tomary in tM. 
family,--for a few eteps abol'e. VIri. the queeo of Xr.ran
dhama (58), continued in ber austeritiell for 88veral yeara alw 
ber hutband' , d~th in ibeir fOl'eU bennit&jfe (within .. 
• brt.hmaJ) • eettJemenL).1 In 1.he Am,vika ramilya there la tohe 

we11-known wst&uoe of Bibu's (39) Yidavi queen, who was 
on the point of commiUing , ,uttee: but wu diMUad«i by her 
Bblrgava benefactor, on the P.Otlnd ot ber pregnancy and 
prospoo\. cl tb6 birib QI an aU8plciouIJ 8On.1 

Under tbi, group &Ieo Calla \ be ca&II of ReJ,J.uJri...Priaena. 
jit~ (82). 1100 Aik~vi\ka. prillCCll, manied to Jamadllgoi-Bhlrga_ 
(daughWlf'lI 1100 of another Aik§vlka prinoeas), who wanted to 
immolak henelf an tbe fWld pyre oI her husband after bie 
slaughter by tbe Haihayu. but Wy prevented by the 
Bbii.rgava eldenl,· It ia noteworth'y that no ' hrihmlll;l. , case 
of ' 8uttee ' i8 known to traaition, &lid th is is quite in keeping 
with the difference between' bmhmaQ ' and 'kr,atriva ' eocial 
life in general. The cue of lleQuki cannot be t6ken ll8 a 
• brihrnar,tica.I' one, M she i8 heraelf a k,a.triya. priDCe/IIJ 
married into 0. mixed 'brnhma.-~tf1l.' family with pro_ 
nounced keatriya traitA. The only • brahmn~' inH~ 
probable i8 that ot the .!tJgira8i'" in the Kalmil;lllpida Itory 
(64); but the epiaode &OOlll8 to hlwe been either wholly 
invented, or to bave been eub6equently U!led , to expJ.tn 
MlIodayantI's 'niyoga,' &lid naturally Ill4'>Ilelled on the PiQcJu 
story; 80 that it ill the self_immolation of Madri that ill echoed 
in wha& ill lI&id about the Aitgiraai. Even if thi8 be a genuine 
mae, the MAnvil. oonnoclion i8 obvious. 

Long alter these Minva aDd oonnected Cllllell, we have 
!!eve",1 oUJera r.mongat the later Yidavss aDd PaotaVa8:-

On PilJ.4u', (93) death, Kanti' (Yidavi) wanted to be 
burnt with bim , being the elder queen; -but Midri di .. uaded 

I T"- cIetoJ ..... III lfkt.° Pu.O 113-ta6. 
• If u.. v~ ... of 1t1l1lU'. """" '- cD. Aiq"i.U, VyllfiW ... , Ch. 

Q, ..... 01 m..dri.-Kiq1ftU ..... 7 bo pJa0e4 Mre, AI _ .. 
~ 'outt-. to<' u.. ..... 01 P""CODT. '. 

J 1l4-:rn • . Ji;I, U6-33; v •. BIt, lJD..W, Dr. a. III-tlSJ 't'It. IV ... 
1&-18 : ..... · . , . . 

• &iI. ro, a), ' lI4-8)! ..... . 
• .r. M n&W ~ ......... tb.e ___ of ~ It. _ ',~_ . 

:.~ .. ~ . ..,.~.~.oI. ~ IV, 4,11-38; .. 
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:-a~::::~~.n :~ia~":!~; 
the oilier and mare ·le~' (beca.aM it ia in$entoND 
wit.b detaila of n~uent evenk) ~ that !Udri 1limJ!'.1 
died • trIgic death MIOtI ..rter PAI;!.ljo, appareo11y from snef 
aDd abock, and tbe two u"'Owmt bodiea W6l'8 (on the 17th day 
after Plf1.ljU'fI demi.e) bIOugbi down from the hill_ \0 \he 
Kuru capiW., where they ~ burnt together with roy .. 
bcmoora and ceremoniala: 110 that there WaG no ea8lI of widow_ 
burning here,---only 1\ touching synchronous death. But th.e 
point remains ,bat both tbe queenl wallied to OOIllIlllt 
• l!Iuttee' actually, &Dd there 'lVU no diNuasion from $ba.& 
p..".,... 

The CuriaIUI Bta.t8ment. that after tbe s1aughtM of 
, Xioaka. ' bia kineDlen obtained tbe permission of his brother_ 
in-law Virita (Matsya-Paurava) (93) to (orce Draup&df <tbe 
~brf) to mount the funeral pyre of ' KIeab' and be 
burnt with biB bodY,1 shows lIhat amongst tbe Kicakaa there 
Wh a pr-.ctice of burning tbe fa'f'ourite woman of a dead 
ehie.f&a.in along with him. Who these Kicsku were is not 
.... ery deac; they are not derived (rom any Aila or Minv. 
fami ly by uaditioll; they lIl&y have been Krka*u; at any rate 
the! were cloeely oonoected with tbe Matsya, and Trigartae, 
and bad intermarried with the former; and tho Mataya kiD~, 
having sanctioDed the proposal regarding an at~dant of bIB 
own court, mUBt bave been fully aware of Buch a practice. . 

It ill remarkable tb.t in .11 the detailed acoouni of the 
gem~rs1 dNltruction of the Kurus (and other combatanta) in 
the Bhi.rat& war, there is not a single instance 01 'auttee.'4 
Them are however II(lve",,' 'equivalent· ClIIIOB,- tlw.M!e of 
wieide by drowning, in OOZlnecRoD "Wit.b the tragic epieode of 
• PubUariana ': a number of Kuru (and PI.q.4ava..Plnclla) 
wicknrIs (95) plunged into the Gangu. with $he permiuion 01 
Vy_. to follow and rejoin their dead husbandB, of whom 
they bad llad • night_long ,pirilua!. viwn through the graoe 
of tfiat fJlge.· Ulopi (94) I.let OD followed .PJJlll"lu~y tbe 
eame rolll'88, wbeu she ' entered tb"e waters of the Ganglll,' 

I MI>b. r.. llli. 
• "lob. I , lJI6-27. 
3 .. Ioh. IV, lB. , Th............. I" .. \ of ,,,- ci$J til."" au HIUo6eIci loa ...,. ~ • 

.... " ... -.so MI' .-!ali" .. , u.... II ... -..... _', Xl, 11, 
lilII8;cI.l"'a. 

I "hb. XV,31-.3l 
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Tho ~ Yidave. C8888 are the ciearen of all, etrit:ingly 
simi1M' to the medieval Rijput (lndo-Boythic) • laubam' 01 
the .me region8 and 'be alleged anman' Scythia cuttom. 
This ma.y have IIOmethiu8' to do with Uie early cloee 
oooooctiou between the Heihaya-Til&ja.ilghae (Y/idavae) and 
the s.k&a,' etc. , jointly with whOm the, raided &Ild spread &ll 
O'fer N. India.. The Sabe and kindred tribea were indeed 
already eoUling in (the lIubDlontane) pari of tbe kingdOIllB of 
Kinyakubj& liud K~l ... , blLv~g illtimat.e political rclo.tioU9 
with the K1I.8ib-Ailaa 6lld tho V~ j and they ee&Jl to 
have 86ttJed in IIDd dominated KoMI. for a long time Won. 
6agva (41) (for about 18 geDel'8tiOll6), forcing IIIOIDe of ite 
ruling families io braDch oil in dilI6l'en~ dirootiona.- It i. 
remarkable that the MinvII inat&noe8 of widoW-burning 6bould 
bo oonfined preciedy to tbi, period, and to those bmnchea of 
t.be Millva stock the.' ami cluog to KOIi6la. and the adjacent 
Va.iliilr in spite of Saka (and Haibaya) domination. ThG 
obvious inference ill ,bat under pretl8ure of the CirouIIJoltallOell, 
or U II reau]t of prokwged Silk .. inlluenCfl, the Minvall (of 



( lQe ) 

whom the S&be were an early branch acoordi. to tradition) 
otten adop\ed Abo (kiDdred) Boyt.hic practice: ibn it it tb' 
no fnrtber C8IIfa. IIl'O found UIlOIlglll ~hem o/Ut $hi& period. 
On the OUl8l' hand, the eU., e\e., in UltI kUer p..rt of thm 
predat.oEy cueer bec.me definitely 68IIOOia.ted with &be 
Hawy&oYAdavaB, and alter Bapra'a pme apparently became 
merged in 'heir numeroua mnks,t boing bo.miliakld and 
M:p&Ued by tba, king. Thia would 8J:plain tbe few earlier 
Yldava·Minva ClI!IelI 01 tble period, aDd also tho snbsequent 
re&ppeanncel of Bcytbic-tike ' group' • suttee.· among'" the 
Ia.Wir Yidavaa in an age 01 diaaaters, 

Theile' group eutteee' oocured. it. is said, 36 yeo.rli' after 
the Dbinla battle, when the conlederakl Yidav .. c1ana of 
Dvirlvati peri!lbed ingkwioualy in intemeciDe etrife; urged 
by &tyi-BitrijiU, KRJ;la reckleseJy oompleted the deetruction, 
and then met with hiB des.u. apparently in the oour&e or a 
Nipde. raid on tbe belpleas city; old VIlBudeva (93), died uf 
grief; tbereupon the 4. favourite wive'll of Vasudeva., &ohioT· 
Pauravi (01 VihHka).4 DbDdra-VaiMIT, Devaki and Madirl.. 
Inouuted bis runeral 1 »)'r~5; R"kmh.li (lild som" other WiV88 of 

KfIoIJPIo (94) also did the same,' but othere like &t.yi-Sitrajiti, 
~~c., reii~d to tbe Himila)'an berDlltage of KaJipapima.. (a8 
did the wldowa of Akrilrs).' It E!eemB '6owcver tbat Rukmi!p, 
etc., did not forthwith nacewl tile acto&! funeral pyre or 
Enll,)& but entered the fire I!6veral days· .. fterwlU'ds,'-probably 
when t.he Yida.v& cavalcade hurrying to Indr(lpralJl.ha wac 
8urprie&d by the Abhirsli. 
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80 lar only the positive references to widow-bumln, ia~ 

bee.tJ dean with; but it is to be noted that t.bere Me maaf 
more inlta.oc.eIJ in t.nIIlitional 1WXlO\I1l"', wheftl deta.il. 01. tIM 
demiIe of kinga (and brihlll&Q8) 8I'1! given, but whMI either 
~ i6';'d about tho ·eahamar~ .. ' ol their widows, or \hey 
Me plainly N&ed to baNe lived on normally: e.g., iD the ceaea 
cd Odaratha MId Vrbadvala 8JllOIl8at AikovikM.,---of Karan· 
dbama. IUIlOllgst VaiMJeyaa.---ot: Kal"Q8 iunongst.. E. havas,
of Bhant&. Ganbnu, Vicitravirya, the Dhirtrorlttru, 
DuQ-'ali. Abbimanyu, etc. , amongst PauravM,-of Ugrasena, 
Kart\8&, Akriirs, etc., amongst. Yidavall,--or of AuddiJ.ld. 
Sujiiti and SoJctr's wile Adr'YlUl ti, amongst Al'lginuIM and 
Vi.'j ... ~ha.s. Tlius no general custom or . aahamanQ&' is 
proved tOT any particular group, though in som6 01 tbeee 
groups more caees can be di800vered than in others, owing to 
circumlta.noea and facte 6..'l:plained abo'!'e. 



VI. 
1\ ill I'J\lp~ by 1IOm6 Vedic ecbol8ol'8 that lIOl1gam), ... 

dying out ill the • .:Elgvedic' period, yielding place to IDOIlO

gamy.l The llfi:edic evidence br iudl. however, can be 
made to prove either this or the oppoeite theory. The c:ornoi 
interpretation of that evidenoo, therefore, mullt depend OIl tbe 
hidvrirol de.t& suppliOO. by the traditional aooooDt6. ThMe 
make it plain that polygamy Dever died out in aDy parl or the 
Vedic .,-." but existed "before it, daring it, aDd &tier »: 0D1y 
there were I16v8I'ai well.marked periods and groupe in wbicb 
the practice W88 more ill eTidenoo thaD in thl! other8, owiDg 
to CU'CumlJt;anc.e& not ullinte'll~ibl6; aDd at the 86mO tiIDe 
there were other groupe and penoda more or leu chvacteriud 
by monOilamistie ideale. On tbe whole, ho'l"6Ver, polyg.my 
"WI 811W1C1at.ed with· brAltmllol,l • intluenC6, dynastic eJ:panlrion. 
or freq1Hlnt ware, aDd wtIlI on.the inCI"elloo towards the e10118 
of tbe Vedic age:: while mOb08'l!.mistic tendencies were more 
aPPMent aDl9ngat the DOn-hrihmal}ic, or minor, or temporarily 
unlmport&nt principalities. 

Quite naturally, a nI:jrnbef of the C81!Ot1 of polygamy 
noticed in tradition lLl'P, alII(! thOl!El of concubinage, nr po!III9ft
lion of elave-girlll, or conoec:tion with courtesans, 01' general 
laxity in l!exual moralll, About these irUtaDcell alllO, the 
1WD6 remaJ'ks hold good, regllol'ding their developing conditioDS 
and dilliribution in grOUptl and periods. 

Polygamy is -mbed to BOrne or the kings of the pre. 
Aila and pre-Minn dynasties.- Whatever may be the ralue 
of these eeini.legenda.ry referencea. that of the uniform 
a8C1"iption of ' group' polygamy to the • pl"Bji~ti8' for a fe ... 
geoeratioDa immediately before the riae of the M'"anva IIoIld 
Aila dynaniaa.' i8 clearer: these latter C&86e eeem to belong 

I Vi" &AM u Vedk: "idea"" <KI lb'. poi.a~. 
• E.,. m~d_ bd \"0 "'_ Saal!, .ad SDnld, ... oCha1o of u.. 

f....au Db ... n _.... Uuama. .-.petti~,. C· ~bka_' 
.. .up(., iD al._ all Po ...... ). Th. 'Un.o ".0 ...m.. .. .. ,-. 11 chief ~ 2 _po.riiooo + 1 WmporarJ') W '~' 
If. of 8~' M..,II), .. 10_ pol,. ..... ,. iI d~ ... ,11M 
h. IIMlb ~. _ .....tIe (MkIr..l! P ..... o 61..fi8).. no._ 
Par.o aacribM oilr ro,.a!wi_ to Kiq Darpmoo ~ P.va ...... •• u. 
Ct. of ' &; ••• » ..... ) (ibid. 1&), aad &nrItI.ra U. of • on--, 
M ..... ) at.. i. Aid "" pH bad olb_ .. i ..... belli .... '1M eblef ~ 
Ulold.741. The .... t __ or. 1ocat.aol ill ... N. B~I 
u.. 3r-d I .. t ... 8. W. (.I.JIaJt&, ' ......... MI, aDd ~ 4tlo _ 
tIM Vi ..... (N. W.); .... _ ........ __ tJo • .--.-. ..,. 
u.. MI.a_ oad ..... V_ ~ ..llla ~ . • r.a oJZ hr.o, witlo _ .,.. 1_ .s.n.. n _ ......... .... 
' dju.: '..,..' ' prajlpMi ' <II" 'iadIa' eM ... \c> .... D 
t ....... ), ....... ift_ VI- of r1lien, WiUa ~ 
I~ .ad .,.md. or IftrioIriq. ..' 
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to the ftr~ ... of NAnva and .u. :r&oIHIlI~. when 
wboleeale vaosrereDOes of t.b6 daughw. of the · ooe oIIin1 

(pvbably conqueRld) to 1be poe88IIIIiOD of ~ other hOfd&,. 
JeacJen (' prajipMi. ') would be n&tural. -

In the Mry ne:r.t stage, polygamy is fouDd oontirmed 
IUDOIIpt \be early MiIlv .. , but only rarely and gradual.ly 
1IlDODrgs' the early Ailati. Manu (1) had ten wive. according to 
bJ'llu:na¢o tnlditioo'; that of the Epic IW1d Puri~ doee DOt 
mfIDtioo i'. _pt once, buj ucribe& k) hUn &8 many. Ol' many 
!DOle.oDe} Ikriktr' (In and VikukfiD (S) had very luge 
progenies, who were settled in sever .. l group. in Uttari~th .. 
&lid D~ipatha, and in the N. HimAlayan and IRIhmoni.&De 
regions, l'eI!pecti't'ely: their polygamy ia obvious. 80 is that 
of Vrhaduva (11) aDd KuvaliJva (12), to ea.cb ()t ODe of 
whom from 100 to 21,000 (IJ 11008 are ueribed·; and of 
Yauvaniiri_MindhatJ (21), who hliod (besides four noted- chil
dren) 50 daughters,' all of whom he bestowed on .. KiQva (Pau
rav .. ) ni, Bobbaci (who had 1jO eons by them) Ift-juat r.s th'fee 
or loW" .rep. above. Mindbitr'a mother', apcutor Ralldri4va
Panl'ava (17) had given away .11 his ten daugliters 10 soother 
opulent fIli, the Xtreya Prabhikan (from whom tbe 



e" .. tyAtrey. [amilies tbllB de&oeDded) .1 It. 8OOlIl8 poIIIible, bow • 
. ever. that the bestow.1 of tb0a8 fifty maidens was ~ 

as • gift of llla_girill by that rti I ; this would then indirMa 
thM thelle • daughters' of Mandbitr were born of ca.pti.e 
tr alaTe-gilI. acquired in the courae of hi. wide ccmqn8lll.l.' 
A 6.ist.er of a . YllvanUv.· (appa.rentJy IIOm(l ~ dellOendant 
of Purnkutsa. who bad Niga oonnections)' had five dau@:hter& 
by a. Nig. king Dhiimrava.r.!,l& of the 8. W. litt.ora.l (or 
adjacent jai8odl) . who were all given in marriage to the 
aJready married 000 of Harya-'va.-Aik~vi.ka (27) . who was 
OUllted from Ayodhyii. Bud aettled IlIIlOngst the YidavlI4I of the 
8. W,' 

On the other hand. B.mongll' ' be early Ail80lJ the fin!\ 
probable CSl:!e of polygamy i& tJut,t of Nahu~ (5). who (£>eaide, 
hi. siater-wjfe Vira.ji )t- i. sa.id to have coveted inelfedually 
tbe qU&en of an • Iodra.· whom he displaced, and otherwise 
ulI~onled 110 !:Iennunl turn of mind after hi8 rioo to great power 1_; 
hut this doeB oot prove 110 Pr&Ct~ of polygamy. Wi'b Yayiti 
(6) , however, it ill polY(l:amy distinctl" connected with con
cubinBS'e and relatioos With slave-girls_ Y9.yitl h9.d no harem 
befom his BiIirgsvs. marriage: for he w all then single, and 
had subsequently to bnild special sparimentB in hia palace 
Cor SarmiQ~bi and her 1,000 or 2,000 ( I) OOIDpMioos Mil 
attBndant slave-girla. He obtaioed Sanni~thii. and three other 
maideos by virtue of his marriag& with Devayini, wbos& 

• 
• • 
• 
• • 
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bOodnromen tbey bad beoome ..... l'eIJI:llt 01. the .;Bbirpn. 
prieml, domina.iion over VA&pan&n'8 family. AInDiftbi. 
flfItabliahed _ status (WId tbenby tbat of tbe Mat 0I .t.r 
pm;y aleo) ae Yayiti'. wife by explaiDing to him that • 
bridi!!', feDWo oomp6Dions and ... ,.&-girll W&e Uo Ja.wtuJ 
wive. by custom, being bound to ber and being given ._y 
at the 88tne time; she reminded him toot 8h& W~ thul given 
away by Vn_parVin. who is el3ewhue Nted to have enter
tajned Yayiti at bil oour¢ on the oooaaion 01 ha marriage.' 
From theBe ootaila it would at fin1. 100m u it Yaylt.i'8 poly
gamy Wag derived 8lI much lrom tba BhirglloVII8 88 from ibe 
. Dinavaa '; but even .Wore Yayiiti Ayn bad married .. 
, Dinan. ' piincees without any indic.tion of similar dream
riAncesB; 110 ahlo later on Puru, Dhnudhu and DU4yanta, aU 
BODII of . Diinava' mothers,' weTe ei ther not. IIo8IIClciB.ted with 
polygamy, or wbere 80, it is not directly attributable to the 
, Dina.n • aource'; no instance of polyga.my ia found amongst 
thalli! earlier (a.nd real) Din.vas. whel'eu II6veral are recorded 
about the ea.l"ly Bhrgua ( ... z., tho' Bbrgu' who married 
~'II daughtelll! Cyav!na.,' and aukTa himaelf)t ; and in 
this particular inBtanoo 'he Dinava kiDgdom and d,YDasty 
was colllpleteJy domiDated by tbe Bhrgu prie~t. Ii 18 &leo 
llignificsDt that it is with Yayiti tha.t ' brihmsl,l • illfiUCIK:6 Brut 
cifec:ts a real entry' iota the Aila. group, after aeveral prom.inen' 
",t.empts and oondieta,' His BOn Puru (7) may po!'lIibly have 
had two wives1IL-bui no dear CII66 of polygamy occurs again 
amidst the ear ly Ailas (Panravafl or Yidavas) till the time of 
Rsudriiva (l7)D IWld SsMvindu (20), with boib of whom 
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, brihmao' .nd Minva 00IlM0ti0Da are ob.wu.. The 
viclorioue and conquering ~viDdn ill credited wHh euoh a 
lrorg& number of lOllS AIld wiVeII,l that IDIID)' of tbMB latter 
mUllt have been llimyly concubines :or war-ca.ptives and alaft
gir\.l; such fuU.8edged polypm,. CMl.DOt bI.~ cropped up 
suddenly, and if there "'ee .. previoua bWory. it would be 
lully explained by the oontinued COI1Dedion of the Bhrsu1 
(allllOci.Med with YayiW', polyg-.my) wiih YadO'1I delONld
ant.el-who al80 qn.ite early became rich and aggrelllive, and 
devtlloped predatory tendencies. 

In connection with thil Haihaya.-Yida.va e:r:paneloD. 
indeed, there ie .. m~ed frequency of polygamy in aU the 
group' concerned witb it; it; 1lOOJll8 III if with the Haihay&
Yid.v&!I tbemselve8, the polygamy W&8 due to their rUd,. 
oonquellt8 &Ild opuleuce,-while with \be felll; it WIUI ~Iy 
due to the tribal needs of struggling agairult numeroua bordes 
for aboat, two an~ .. bill centuries, 8Dd maintaining dynastic 
Itrengt.b and oontiDllity, and Bttbspq.oontly. to iJu~ Bush ot final 
victory over the invaden. The penod coveTed. by the Haiht.y&
,Yidava troubles and the ooeval. CR8e9 of polygamy is that 
between the outel' limite of S"Mvindu ttl BLw-ata (20---44) 
and the inner limit8 of Rrtavirya to 8agall~ (3O-f1). 

The firat Haihya-Yid8vl!. CIU)(I or Saaa.viDdu (oo) haa 
&tready been noted; his IIODB (21) 8180 were evidenUy poly
gamous, being a&cribed large pnogeniea,J-which in fact u. & . 

mlloiu wlU'lIoCteriatic of the whole iao&: eo wert> 11.1110 Arjunat 

(81). Tilaje.ilgha4 (84) IWd Vitihotn.1 (86). with tbeir 
hundreds of BODB_; the patron-prieBt of the Kirtaviryaa (31), 
Datta ibe Ik~ya, W&I likewiee & 'POI.1gIUDiBtIi; wbik! SIlpr&
tikI. (89) Q.Ild Durjys-s (40) sevel'&f WIVes' II.nd their !JOn8 &11'> 
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IWDed .in ~ , I n thtlB &eeIDa ,probable thM other famotll 
lhihaya Ie&&n, like Krtavirya, Dordam.. ~,., 
etc., were a&eo poIygamooB. This genenl Yidava ~ 
ie iUuat.n.tcd in aoother freah o«ahoot. at the rao& in ~ .-me 
period: JYima@:ba' (88) b.d eYidently • strong inclinaticm 
w.nrds polygamy. iD .pte of hi.. precarious life of pIl"eriy 
IoIId struggle I aod 0IlC.8 captured • maiden in • viclorioa. 
raid,Lbut could Dot marry her for fear of WI queen, a S~vyi 
h,bo had devotedly shared hie exile); bis eon 'Vidarbh.' 
(39/40) inherited this captive prinoees (probably DO~ t,be 
only one). aDd bad at I&ast another wife· who bor& him 
children. 

The CMefI in the othel' group belong to the AikfVa.ka.s, 
Vai8ileyl\o8, Kinyakubjllll, Xi'll! (the restored), Paun.'I"B8 aDd 
E. Anavas, with oonnected Xilgir&8&8,-most of whom were 
deet.ed by the H,ihay. movement. Amonglt the Aiqvikal 
of this time TrUa.ntu (82) <bad a\ least :.3 or a distinct wivee 
["Viz. , Satyanr.ibi, of Kek&ya~ (mother of Harikandra) , the 
captured wife of' VidadJha '. (mother DC Vi\lJ)uvrddha). and 
of' 8 citi.r.en ')', &.Dd his ' bo.rem 'a is lIIlid to have been l1I1dB 
• VUifiha'a • control during his 6:l'ile.' L.~r on Bihu (89) 
has aJlIO It least two wives, bOlltile to 0118 another 10,; BO I18Mn, 
hie 80D Sagar&. (40/ 4]) , who may have had many more w1vee 
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than two,l H there it any basis lor his' 60,000' aonr; this 
i. not improbable ... the chief wi"a of tbeee two piDoe. wm'6 
taken from (branch) Ylodan fa.miliea,' where oonCOhinag6 
w&a not rare; beeideI t~ very eiretlInat.a.noea 0{ atnaggk-l wi\h 
tbe Haibayall &nd -rictory over them would induce Ilimil.r 
polygamy by reacli.on,_nd by ibis time ,be Bhirgava 
b~ t.oo bad become O8IIOciated with th_ Aiktvib 
prince..4 

The first (&lid apprently th6 last) Kinyalrobju (Alla) 
caM of polygamy ()()Curl! wi'h Vmimitra (S2). referred to 
above, who had. Dumber of 8OD8 by IOvelli wivesaIready,' 
when he begst Avtaka on a Paurava priooeB8 (DJ"Pd,vati or 
Mi.dhavI)& to t!ucceed him in th& appa.rentiy tempc.nriiy 
re6tored principality of Kinyalrubja'> 80 MIlO the only 
probable eaees of polygAlIly in tbe KUi ( Aila.) Jine are tbOlle 
of tbe struggling Divodisa-Bb,.unarathi' (32 1) and the 
vicioriou9 A1arka (43),' in tbe earlier and tbe lalter pan8 
of the !J(lme Haibaya veriod .-'£he OIlly WeBt Ana~. inatH.DC8 
known '*:l (aU within this period: UlliuaralO (be\. 26 and 
82), the first of thi, WesOOcn branch, had lour royal wive& 
and eons by them beCore he begat Sivi on the &Iillle Paura". 
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priDceu mentioned atio~.l The ~ 01. tbf haV" 
frotn the VI¥!' Doib in jwo. di.,jaions tGww, Punjlb and 
Bengal may weU ba.,e been dUe to the H~b .. ya (aDd- BaD) 
att.eke .of tbil time; and .. in \he caae of \ha other miDca' 
aftodod dynalitieH, heM too, Uilinan,'s polygamy wuuId be an 
illllirect reeult. of !.be irnpa.ot.-Tbe Ea.swn branch, pUiJlg 
settled beyond VaiBili, appM'ently eecaped 'Raiht.y.· in8o. 
eD08II..'. ~~ ~ adopted the polygamy and 1u harem.-lif.6 of 
tbe .&nginwIa. and pre-emtblg Ylnva.-Baudyumna people (M 
&!ready noted); tbUB the notorioulJ case. of Valli aDd the 
OOllllee$ed !Dgi~ ,,1110 fall within the period in qooslion. 
though (orming a IIeparate group owing to differenoe in develop.. . 
iog oonditiooa., The VaiDley. (Minva) and PaW'aNa 

(. Roat.on.tion .) u.ee.e.. however. tore 811110Ciated with both the 
lJ(I'a of circumstances indie&ted dlove: on the one hand, the 
H.w.y~ invlIo.sioDs cOIlSiderably doot.ed them,-tbe V • .i'siUeya9 
finaUy tidiug over them aIter a ~gle. aDd ,be Paura.vu 
being a1m~ crushed out at first but recovering alter .. long 
'time; on tbe otber, VaWiWI WQ8 parlicularly an Atginwa. 
IIpOOre, and the rest.ored PaIUaV&1I were aleo completely 
btoURht UDder bribmaf,l. influence, fint KUyapa (KiJ;ln) and 
tiMlfy XDginlsa «(laut&ma.-Bhiradvija)'; thua in theae cuea, 
viz .• of the Vllil!ileyall. Khanitra (00 or Inter) ~; Avi.qit (89) 
and Marutta (40). aud the Pauravaa. DWoIyanta (48) and 
Bharaia (44).-too eft:ects of Ioag and 6uooeesiul w&r with a 
polygamous l"&Ce, 88 well as of Minva-bri.hmliu). traditiOllIl aDd. 

• 

• 
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iduence, hav. io be reoognized. Of U-~ A'riqit 
(~)1 wu 00$ OQD~ .wi~ &be Ii.K wiT" wbQ booIme tu. 
by M1t~. &nd develo~ .. princely bob,by of ~, 
011 priDOfJIIIel boldiDt: their . SvaJ6lJlnr&' and tbli. 6Iling 
bia ~ (a peculi.aiIy Yidav. tnit); and his ~ at. .. 
Yidan prinOMB led to .. ooooert.od at1aek (appareoUy .. 
HIihI.,.. lnV..ooD). which was rerIietred suooellSfully by bit 
u.'lber KarandhloDla. Marutta foUo-.:i h., f&Ow in having 
Po nw:nbcr of royal wivea'; beeidea be _ .. particuJvly riob 
prinoe. who mae to 'fl&IIlI'it'.hood b.! wealth aJooe, while 
oUw" had to dght for &be 1'&llI(.' .l.lUfyanta', polygamy is 
eviden, (rom l ucb d&tementll H 'hat BakUDtIIlII. OOntlE!ui&d 
to union with him only on 4lw wnditMm th..t "" 600 eboWd 
b&ooWIl thE! heir to t116 tbrone by prerereIlce, and t.bat -. 
Dumber of wOIUen gathered to _ him off as be IItlt out f~ 
the bunt.' BhllCata·, three queene. a re welllwawD in tn.dhiOD.' 

Noticea .of r.1yt!:awy becomo v~ ru~' iA ~ ~Wd 
thaI '0110_. t is pi.lMIIible t hfl.t It WAIl now roornewhllt. 
dillOOOnIA'ed, alter the Ail&. modi6cMio.D of Manva brihmav.
illm,' begun by tho Kauliilraa (82) and furthered by tho 
BharatM (44); but the already notio6d C&868 .of poIyj(lWly 
amonget thell& two groupe would miller show lh&t in tbis 
respect. they failed to chauge the earlier tnditiona much, at 
least at filllt. A more probo.ble eJ;planatioo of thill rarity 0' 
inltlt.noea ie that thiB period, unlike th6 pN!OIlIl.ing one, '111'&11 
not marked by any great prolonged W&1"6 and invlWliona,' or 
tribu.1 and lIOOial upheavals , and WBe .. oomparMively quiet. 
one, durin~ whicb the several dynasties 8Ilnk into petty Joe&! 
eUstenoea. The few known e.1le801 polyg8l1ly for dils mterv ... 
d about ti oonturieB (46--8ti) WUBt therefwe be regvded .. 
sporadic recruOOsoen08s, 60metlmea aa90ciated with philo
brihmaQic priDCe8 8IId their prieate. From· the tlegative 
point of view, it is also to be not.ed tba' tbie W6II a period 
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~ whiCh ~ of the ~ ~ of w.dition 
&aU.L....utd alao 0I\0tI wherein 9DlDtI of the ~ ~ U!d 
"..,..,.. ~edio ~ &mriebed. l Of ibe m..ow 
marred w, Ulree or lour only C&II. be ~ec1 .., del11lite 
.&.pe in the dynastic ~: ~tb (64.) bad at ~ 
Uliee wlvee Well known III tradi~.-4lVO of .whom 
C' XauAlyi' KU1 8wnitri) were I.we. of his own f.mi¥ 
aDd COQri (being relJ*tivel7 • ~ prillCtl88 and a daugb&er 
of the V~h& (or AiIgirasa) priM Vimade'fto by a. ' KaraQ •• 
:-ito),' and the t.bird & Xeby. CW. lDa.,..) ~,wbo, 
~}l"QDl a COIlI'l with other Uaditiooe,' crea.ted troublel 
bylO8ting to appropria.te the king to bersell and igQp'e hi. 
other wiTea I!W.d their childrell; I:IrUan.tb", enjo,red the 
,..uon.ge of Vimadeva, & • Vuit~b.: IWd the Xi.,&pa 
114ydpiga ot Ailga (b'is SOD_in_Ia,..). to whoM favom' WU 
due the birth of his eona (as in bia t:riend's cue) .' 
DaIiBntb,,'. friend of Allga • ..Dd his n.mwsaka, ~iebed 
born him &8 Lomapida. (64) (Baal ADa.va), Willi alllO evid&ntly 
the lorn: of a molley harem" the story of his cbUdlellllne8l and 
inritatkln of the KUyll.Jl& b~UmIlU;l J.l,l,ya~g. into biB ru..rem 
for the sake of offapring if! almost a replica of the epiaode of 
Vall and Dlr"ghltam .. ; it is clear that the lJ8.me degenerat.e 
b&rem life and OODditiona oootinued in the E . .!nan group 
under Minva-brlbmaJ;l infl.uell(ll!, only Lomapf.dllo improved 
upon i\ by llIIIOCialiDg a large number 01 court.esaDI'inWnMely 
with the oourtlO snd eveD tbe priooelJllell.ll-thefirst 'deH1Iif .. 
iOI!\.aoC(l of royal recognition &ltd employment of proftitution.u 
Ajami4ba. (Ci3) (restored Paurava) had ILt le .. 1II; thn:e wives. 
of whom one, Dbiimini '1'1'88 a • puourbbii,'-which probably 
itnplw" that he had a ' punarbhd • aee tion in his hanm; the 
Paumva court at this ti.me WNI dominated by the _me 
~gira.Bhiradviija prieslhood 68 in the daya at Bhirau. (<<). 
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.. ebOwn by AjamI4h6" obtaining 80DB ~. &be 
favour 01 8 Bhimdvija (olee.rly a oatUIin-prielt).' In all 
ihea6 (lII/IeB, Mlova.bribm&l1 iDfIlJellOC ill '«1 p:ominerat. 
80 ~IIIO in the e&IO of Saudia-Aikfvi.Ic.&I (Sf). where, anbouab 
only wire, MadayPti, i. n&Jned in the 1Rory, it a~ lie 
b'ad .. harem which WM in • V8'ljfiba',' cha.rge dmiDg hU 
eille (as with Tri~); and this • VaAiNha.· had 110 bUDdred 
IIOW, and in addition WM glad to obtain Baud_'1 qtlOeo.' 

Tho other CUN of thia inte"aI are not defiiiUely _go. 
able in time, and 8OlDe' of them might even beJonf( to the 
n6.1t great period of polygamy (86-96). Thus NiP.4 (8. 
Pitlc1l1.) ia cmdited with a 1&rJt6 number (If 8OIlII!I, aDd "' .. 
thlllJ polygamous; bu' he may be placed anywhere between 
!;tepa no. 6~ and 80; but no caReS of polygamy being definitely 
asorib8ble to the early PiifioiJas, while tbey are to Ute later 
Pincilu, the )ower limit '«'QUId be better. 80 &'-0 with 
Bomab (N. PMi.ciIa.).5 who Lad 8 large Beraglio of abOllt • 
bWldrtld wivell apJl6'"6nUy, ea.cb. of whom is l\II.id to Mve borne 
u. 1100 (100 altogether) after thE' 6IW)l'ilioe of the tint child 
Jantu (who aleo ill credited with ] 00 or 500 6ODS); 80maka 
and Jr.ntu llUl.y be placed either immediately after 6udisa 
and Ba.bade"B., n.t lltep 70 (snn 71), or immediately oorol'l) 
PI1l&t., at 8t.ep 90 (lUId 9Ilt-bllt rother at the lower limit 
fOf the Ilame roB8OD. I t is to be noted that though the 
Pillcilas {oHolJoots 01 tbe restored Pauravae} had intimate 



·( goo ), 

hrihllW)ic relaUons from the ~nni~, yet it i, 0IllJ" 
much b.t6r that they become .. priest.ndden;' &8 in tho 
time of 8omaka' or Drah'madatt6l , while in the earlier genera.. 
tione tbe:r themeehrea formed into fresh britlIII/UJ groupe, from 
timo to" lHIe and kept up an equality with bri.hmt.l)e properS; 
t.ltiIl IlppMently indKlIloWIi tbe gradual and .uhaequftnt 0'I'8r
powering of die Ail& element in tho Pltl.ciJ& group by the 
hri.hmal,). element; IWld with this IIop~ polygamy. wber&a.& 
in the earlier PiDciJs period tbe only particular. BvlWable 
ebow Il mo~amy ,-that of the devoted and heroic Indruelli 
and Mudgsls (cir.60). Tb& Paurava-Mlgadh'a cases of Vasil 
(whO 800lllS to bave had '2 children by Il different WOlllllD~ 
from his quoon GiriIm), and of his SOD Vrhlldmtba (who 
married the twin daughters ()t the XUi king)· , might be 
plaood either at step!! 78----79, or at 89---9J ,- bllt prefeTahly 
at the latter period, with tho Epic acoouois6; the DOD.AiIa 
and ea.atem connections of the86 princes are evident rrom 
ev6I'Y detail of traditions about thOOl.' The 'Vf'01)i ' who 
married two v .. ives', GiindJairi ood Midri, mlloy be put 
anywhere between step!! 67 snd 90, hut better at the IMter , 
lor VnlJi was quiti! a. common name amongst the YidaVM. 
and Gindhiiris 8~d Midris begin to IlfUr6 in the Mahl. 
hhiratan age epeclally.' Dllt tlH~ 'Bb'alalDiDa.' (8iittvata. 
Yii~av~) , who lIlIIrried the two daughters of Srtijaya. 
(Palicata)1G, can be Ibcd in time 67. It is pogsible that 
polygamy , cont~nued lIpora.dically in the Yidava groupe 
thronghOut tho Interval dellned above; this would agree with 
the enormo1l8 c%p&Ilmon a.nd multiplication of the Yidavaa 
!It ~e commencement of the next period. u di8cloaed rty 
<Jetalled traditional accounts'l i- tho parallels be't-wecln the 

.. Clear from 1i11 ,he .(.ori .. told .boa~ them. 
• A. ill tb. time of the 'Mudl{aioo' groapl of 14.lr:i,... b~ .. 
:t E .,. RT . .lI:, lOOt Mbb. IV, 21, 651'10(. Ill, 113, 10:93); d. DariT. 

32, 1181 ('''<1 atMr Pqr.o..t.ol 01' lad ....... {BRbrail!\b ....... 1 
b8 <.&luIn .. &0 @pit.h@~ of Mq41"'~)' 

4 Called A .... iU tb. '&m.apa .... ' ill 0tGr7 ; I.e. • wem ..... f the nooiab-
boori"g v..tfJ'. clAD. Til. , ... " ........ b ..... _ ....... !.h. __ 
thiD~', and mt«ht NIt • • to the _ ,. .. on. Cf. ""'11<, ;11 MbJ>. 
t, 63; ,",,<I 123, 4811; ,""d GiriU ;11 :c. Q. 2361. 

B Mbh., m (R6j_Jinmbb.0j; II, 11, 1iQ2; 18, 1lIIi. 1111, etG. 
It A. ill Mb"- I, 63 aut! II , 11-18, ... hiCb do 1>01- oh_ mach ~ 

4iOlI .. f P"e&loft1. 
f Ct. 'be .tori .. ill I, Q ea4 II , ll--Ul (M"lt.; I IIIlIdlmatI and 

Oil"i ...... j ....... ill cle&<"ly DOII·AiIe ~gIOuo I tIooIrgh YUan and 
Allan " Nlndl .. hod ... ~tled tbel'e 10lIl1 as'" 

It 'K ..... ',,· f<lt" 'VIWi' i •• 1l enor ; u.. Z wi_ .... ~ 11I.u 
Yadon P"OWOCi'" B ... h_, l~ , I~Z; 16. 9 ft.; UuiT. 15, 
l~ M.o1lya, 4/;, 1~1 Brahmf,q.". , til, 71, 18 ft. 

, E.~ ill """~ "';1,}, ,,,@ mUria .... nlMl.- of tho ltml'MU &114 
VrMJoo jut hfoI<q u.. Bbk1ot. ... . 
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.earlier H8iha.l'~Yidava period and :this Vw;U-Y~'fto 0116 W 
significant.1 Tbe CU8 of ~e KAklf'iftllt, whom King 8v&DaY.· 
Dhivay&vyt. (and his qUeeD Rom~) gave 110 nOIl1~l" of 
prinU88e8 in mlllTiago,' ill baldly 8ti&gnable to any pariwular 
step; he may be the IIIIoIDIl ~ DiI"ghat&ma8' lIOn (42), or & 

different petllOD of the Mme line some ID 8teJlll (flli) or even 
60 step8 lower (.91) 0;1 what is definite here i ll thai all the 
pcnu conoorned in the ()3.B(I were Xitgiraaaa or allied to tbem, 
and the iletailll ba.ve 8 distinct E. Anava eb&n.ei.er. 

:At about 8 or 0 steps above .tbe Bhii.ra.ta war, _ ~e 
to a di6tinclly flourishing age of polygamy, mUlltrated in 
almo&t all the groups known to tradition: and during this 
century {which was .Iso the c lose of tho J,tg\-edic (lIlriod), 110 

full of por60nai detailR &bout grea.t prince! &lid COllnected 
hrAhmaJ;\8, only two probable (llond if definite, rather e::lcep
tionll~) cases of mODOgamy' ace diacover.tJ1e amidst the 
\mivCl'IIII.l la.xity of royal awl prieatl.V circles. 

Amonget the Aik~v!i.kas of'the time, the ~luptllOll8 Agni. 
VaTl;!8 (81) ;D fatally addicted to harem pleaeul'68, aDd the weak 
prinea BrhadvRla. (94), whose fan at the BhirtLta battle waR 
hewailed by hiB Jacge number of wive8.' are typical of the 
decline of KoMIa. AmOngllt the Eut Anavall al60, l'Olygamy 
i~ DOW m~ntioned again: Vrh:UlIIulDa~' (86) bavwg two 
qlleen ll, from whose BODS were derived two brancb dynastiell. 
lIoDd Kal1;la' (94) marrying aevera.1 wives • a.eooriling to the 
CUlltom of the famiIv and the selectiona of hill adoptive father 
Ad.h:lI"atlia.' Amonf,:lIt tbe PiiJicila6 (PauravlIf!I)" , the Soutliem 
IMlctlon (of tbe above-mentionod Nipa'a line) developOO 
8Cllndaloua harem, under prieetly in6.uenoo during Al)uba 
snd Bmhmadatta. (86-87) ,-118 'lie Buddhi!lt' a8 well ae 

• • 

• • 
• , 
• 
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.woe epic! tmdiUoIlll show, in .P:ite of IJI)we oiher ep» &kNi&es 
whieh OOllIHICt tbtllle kWglI with U:Le • Yop' euU~ In tho: 
Northern eection, Drupad& (93) folloW1ld up the palypmy of 
80mm (probably to be placed at 90 wltbin tbis period) i 
ODe or bUI quoenr ,(6 1Iia\8r·~e) is mentioned by n&me, but 
lIhe WlUI not the moilier of KJwi and Dbn~yumna., who may 
have lM!an born (If an IIbducted lind wioowed KotIaJa quaf!n 
whom Drupada (ro)marriad'; Sikh&J;)4iW too, WBIJ born of (or 
adopted by) .. tbe eldest queen" of Drupada;a aDd tbero were numerous other cbildren by other wiveII: with whom 
Drupada W&II not II&tisfied ~ be allJO ga.ve 6way, IUoDg witb' 
XntQi, numbers or alave-girls to hie IJOn.in.\aw.;' and in 
oon~tion with the eez·fraud of Sik~<JiJ}l, who WM 
rIlIUTied to :the Da&in,\a. prince88, a. cotnmiasio.a of oow1eMnll ' 
from the DaftB.n)a court '1'1'118 admitted illto the Pi(\cii.la barom 
to find Ollt and reptKt on the trutb.! In the Dvi.m.i4ha 
eection, Up:!'iyodha's (90) demandin~ the tranllference of th~ 
widowed PttW"a.~ queen SatY6vati to himself,- phUnly. 
indica.t.e6 that witl.! hl8 OOIIqlteBts and sudden riB6 to power, 
be w6,s mILking additioll8 to the • punarbhii' I:Iection or bill 
1!Ie~110," ~nd Willi simply following up bill inevitable appro
pnatlOn of the North and South Piticila har"mll." AJDOngst 
the Kurus (~8uraVllll), the CII!168 of Pratips (87. 01' 89?) and 
Santanll (90) are ne~tive and inferable: tbe former could be 
poly"'am()u& but • rc~tra.iDed hi~If ' (voluntarily or compul. 
aorifY) ,l2......or hill actual polyglUIly aud trll.JlSfcreDce of harem 
to .his suooeaor SAntanu JUav poIIIIibly bave been amended in 
this way;U tbe lntler had two Wi~B, but not at the .me tillle 
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appa.rentlyl; yet m. ~vident lasit,- a.nil the st&k.xnent that hiB 
tin' wil~ had to em~~ aU ber art6 of singing, daocing and ooqoeur to pluee him' ere indiea.tkm of hi_ barem-lif~, 
Pratipe II other de6OeI1dant, howe"ef, the Vibllb. (Pt.urr. .. ) 
prince BhUriliravu, had a n'lnnber of wive~; and in $h~ ~ 
generation, Vicitravirya. (91)1 ill a poiyga.mi8t of th~ AgniYan;l.a. 
type (87) : hi. thre6 wivea 110m well-known to tradition,' bnt 
obvioullly h~ had Ill&.ny more in bis ahon: ePllon of life; and 
if Vidura'8 mother WlW really only lion • e,paq.r6punlio did " aDd 
not a prinoe86-wif8 of IIOOOndary rank, tlien it would indicate 
concubinage of slave-girla in his harem'; but prinC)f)1I6 or 8lave_ 
girl, we WaR a la.wCnl ' k~tra.' of the king.' lind DO doubt 
otheTII like her were, Of Dhrtari~tra, only one " 'ife and ono 
'eoncnbine aTe named , GiDdhiri and a Vai~y,IO maid_in_waiting 
(talreD into favour during tbe fOl1Der', pregna.ncy),U but 
ol",.rly he had mnny more to ha'll8 102 ehildren; in fact the 
alleged ci«:umatanoos12 of thO birth of Yuyutau nnd tha 
other IOnll, U", OODRistence aod frequency with which 

, 
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• 
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.. n . ol yean; kh. p~TI in \J>. A",bA ~pioud., ..,d ;., ~ to 
I .... bee .. li .. i"g &t tho \inlo 01 hi, duth,_ .. hich .. aot. .01')' 
probable . 
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gi. l, oMJ> .ftn thi. "".iOcl (96/117). 

Mbh, I, ,1,94, 6!iiI 2441i lOll, 42!211; d. Dy. 13, Im-'l ; n •• ;v. 3Z. 
lB· 6; VI . ,2M. 42 W"- 50, 47_ 

Th_ Dott<>o> 01 V . i'yl """.uLln ... in tht. &rill _ .. other ouM, prab. 
poinlc to<> the ui,\oo,,<>o> of c~,tcm. olmit... I.n tt.<. ItDI.od III 
V, ... n. lIilt, for the l""',-W ... ry& period (i .•• p......,totion I.n 
tho """'" of bo."t.jful """ght.oro oDd wi .... by th8 ~). 

Mbh. I, lUI. 
T_ ... indiootecl in ,_ Mllh. i teo (Bomhhn.C), t , 116 (withi • 

.. IIIoOD\h tho 100 ....... &lOCI ] d ... of DhJto.o _,.. bo",,: dll';"" 
O,.d"_". p""gu.""), Dhrt..o-° be~ tho ~. Ynyu". Oft • 
Voi'ri ,,,.id). ct, ............ tl"" of DbrtoY ...... in ord ... 01 nc-
.. ....", of birth (IO t.h~ tho .. ot.bor ...... ~): llbll. t, 111. 
It ;~ to ... "",-« !.hot lot tnt oIIly 11 ....... at u... 100& .... 
.;~U (Blhb. I. !>Wi\: 'holl .t ttl, \Iim~ of D ... .,P'. onr-ql ...... , 
In ... ".....,d, (M"". I, 6QfM ft. l • ., tho!. tb __ ....... 
• "'d ... Uy not horb .t tb ....... time oDd ..... bon! <If d~ 
_then, Y!IJ''Idau'. no<MI.. .... .,IIIOI\hInJ! _ t.Iwo 0 ...... 
""hi"_, .1_ . le,.l wife, .. be ;. ... .,....u.d ... u.., """l.i.III • • 
nr DbrtL '0. lino .. d bll 'p!.n4 • .wa', Khh. , 5?1 ~ 
.-.db • • O):, VJ;, 45._'616\ of. ot~ ... If. to hl.l>lnb l ...... -~ 
V.l'yl ,.,f_ In :_.bb. ,65; n , 74, .Ie, 



( ilS ) 

Duryodh1Ul8 is caJlod 'Gindhiri' (01: equivalen',),1 e.nd 
llh~'s eLateme.ot that h6 wae bii 8Ol1 by hi& Udut 
queen, proves that there were oiber wedded wiv611 and 
concubints wo ; .uhrt.arii.~tra III iUwayil toulld II.tteuaoo by 
female a1aveal who help him in his k>ilet and bath, Uld he 
tlOlIIIOles bill Ij().[J llllfyod.Ui.lull. (envtoll6 01 l'i.I,l!j.ava opuleuce, 
by pointing od wb'at .. choice Jot of pleaauro-girle snd wives 
he lJae placed Ilt hi" disposal.' . 

DhJ1.lu'&~~ra'e BOIlS a!set were polyg8lI\OOS; besides the 
equipment already DOted, Duryodhsna h&d at least two wivefI, 
one distin~ a8 the mo.her o( the heir-appamllt 
LoktlJIlal,lB, tho other tho E&li.Iiga princess abducted frow ber 
, avayaIpvlU'a '6 ; he bad doubtlen concubines amclDgst the 
female mvt'li of the pe.iace, like his father, as ill ehown, by 
bie indecent attitude towards Draupadi in his' eabhi.,' whom 
he won into slavery and <then invited to be his ooncubine6; 
sever&!. or Dury{)dhana's brother. had eeporatu palllC88 IoIld 
establishments' (appropria1cd.subooqueDtly by the 4 younger 
Piu"lIja,'ae), which implies simihu' polygamy: thUll , in tbe 
epic, Vidura is I18Cribed .ucb a BCfartlot.& e6tabliehnrent and 
ODe wife (a. VI1IQi-¥ldava princess), without .ny particulars, 
- but the J Aiaka traditions euppliments it by B6Cl'ibiDg to 
him 'd palaces and numerous womell,-the fuU polygamous 
and luuriou8 royal style, equally with the reigning Pi',l(jaV& 
8Overeign.D Evcn Dhrtarli'~""'8 rer. tivea by mlllTJage, Bubala 
of ~lIdlJilrs (Druhyu ()r Aik~vika?) aud Jayadratba of 
Sindhu (Drohyu ()r \V. Anava?), whose obBCure familie:e Be91n 
to have had DO tradition of polygamy behin,1 them, are found 
to be eqUlilly poiygam{)U8: thus SubaIa. had a IOn who is 
diatingul8tied from Sakuni, etc. , by nn lidded metronymiclO.; 
and Jaya.dratha. , early in the life-time of Dlll.uialii., RJlp&nlntly 
oontractad anotbel' marri.ge with a Silva princells, for he "'" 
m&1'cbing in wedding proce&eiOD to her country, when he 
met Dnilipadill (a. sialer.iD-IBw), Bud triAd to abdms her to 

Called 'GllldIlart ' 31 lim .. in ltdbh. ; . ,. SO ...... n' Indu:, p. 2'7V. 
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make her bis wife;1 biB dead body. ill B~nded by hil f~ 
aI.&v~women,r who no doubt allO kept him OOIIlpa.ny 10 biB 
iif6-time. 

PiOqu a1eo, likb b ia brotben, woo poiygamoue. The 
similarity with Vieimt.virya.'s caoo makee it probable th,' be 
had more than two wives (Kunti a.nd Midrl: ) ; the door-story 
i, cIea.rly aD inventioD ~ expl&.in away the fact that Pi,;u,u 
W8lI soother victim to the prevalent debauchery (If the rourta 
of this period; Pi'.IIJu'a OWtl oompari80n of himself with 
Vioitravirya, IDd KuntJ'5 C0!DpariIOO with Vyuti~v~" both 
childl_ voluptuous and BU'lcken wltb OOllllumptlOo 1I1 e&Jly 
youth. ~ere lbus quite appt'Oprio.te. 

In llpite of the polyandry the Piil)qa'\'&9 were Be good 
polygamists . CIWh 000 of ~hom having other' individual' 
wive6 !J06ides the oomIDon wife, who Vi'as the 'mahi4i. ' 
ThulT' YudhiFrthi", married a S!l.ivyi\ prioceB8, Bhima tlie 
XUi. prinOOIiS &Iaodhari. {and the • Ri~' prinoese 
Hiqimbi. in hill early 'y0uth)!-Arjuna. the Kauravya-Niga. 
p~inoe&s.Ulijpr, the ~aI;lJ.piire (Kalmga?) prjn~ CitrAtIg~ai, 
hIli eoUIJID the VUJ;II pnnoell9 Subhadrii (while be reeeived 
ofl'el'll of ooDcubin8fl:e frow one 'UrvaSl, ' and of marriage 
with Uttari-VIliri~i) ,-Nalrula the Cedi prinoel!8 Ka.reT;lumatl, 
and Babadeva the Mad"" prin0ea6 Vijaya, the 8rd daughter 
of Jarisandha. of Ma.giWha, and tha Yidava princelJa Bbanu
mati. Apart from theae royal WiVES, the Pil).~av88 alllO 
appeal" to bave had &IJ • fnll ' harems 8S their predece8lSOl'II 
and OOUeinll at HiBtina.pora. rrhey flbtained slave-gir!!! 
from. Drupada aloog with their common wife; at Indraprslltha 
their palace WII8 filled with largA nomben of female slaves 
and aHcndante of all ranks and descriptioDII,-aoKmget whom 
were bejewelled court dancing_girls and • a.rtiatee,' over whom 
Dra.upudi kept II vigila.n t eye, nnd every one or whom IIbe 
kn_ by f&ell and featurea,L-but with whom neverthele!!8, 
DJ'IIllpsdi and Subhadri , together with the princes indulged 
in drunken, voluptuoU6 men imcnt, in the l'Oysi Bummer 
rel!brtll on th'e Yarnoni.' E"ntJCh~ /1100 fonned pnrt. of thl' 
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harem 6atat.lillhment (as t.hey did &to the Ma"y. cour~) ,L
for Draopadi heraelf bad a. fa.vourite eunuch far her pereooal 
att6IJdoot' (which 1Ml&D8 to be the origin..:! of t.he Jii.t.b 
.tement. iWou' her oorruption with.. deton:noo. &laM) .• ' 
The ranka of slave conoubine. mlUlt have oowriderably swelled 
with the ht.viBh nuptial pI'tl6enta from Subha.dri', lrin8lOOD. 
the VmlB. ()f'yuutbIul Sout.h-Wc&tern ,lave beauties4 (v~ry 
probably importod in I~lar t,:a.fii.c by sea) ,'-Mid wIth 
aimilar preBtlIl~ of Kairitiki (Tlbeto.Burman 1) and Mlgadhl: 
(Dravido-Kola.ri&n 1) alave-girls ,from subordinated or friendly 
ehiert.ina.' ThUll it WiUI that the Pii.QQ8va. oould, it i8 Mid, 
provide 30 aiava-giria for e&ch of the 88,000 • eoitak.B. • 
brihm~8 resident in their capital} and at the Rijaaiiya. could 
gi'V6 away 1.8 m aLIy to each of tho &l!SOlnbled pcie/lt.a {with 
6Uit.a.ble ~J?Ofa.ry quarterll, in the sa.crificial aroo, for their 
new &oquiaib ODB).-thUB ea.rning bri.hma~caJ gmtitude and 
laudMion.1 This large and choice collection Yudhi>;;lhira lost 
to the Dhirta.ri.nraa by gambliDg.1t But ovan in ,he int&v&l 
or oxile, the Pil)qavaa continued to be attended by tile alaV6-
girla obtained along with l'raupa.di , with wboae featomtion 
thoy too would be legally Mturoed to them; alld they were 
rooov()red after thei r grea, "jewry, augmented with the 
only temponrily 86Ilt to tho ParicA!!!. court Cor convenienoo.10 
What the Pir;tQAvse loat to the Dhirtarilitras they muat bave 
appropnatloo of t.bo lI(JYel'81 eBtabliahmentB of the defeated aDd 
killed prinC6ll;l1 and DO doubt Bhlws. wall then able to fulfil 
his promi&e OD the ba.ttle-field to biS eharioteer Vi~b of 
providing him with & hundred ()hoice s1ave-wive$ and ~uitab!e 
estabJishment.12 



Arnonget the 'familiel cloeely related too the Pq4a'fas, 
POIyglWly is found wi~ ilia ~'.u~ile P&urava.a, of Gedi, 
kagadba ItJld Mat.,a, beaidEl8 the yidav ..... who form &. gre.a.' 
poJygam.ic group' by themselveB. Tho C6idy. SdUpila .(baJl
Yidava, brJf-Pautava), in e.ddition to hill uoap&ci1i.ed wife or 
roves, bad reWiOD6 with Bbadl'i-VaiMIP. and Babbru· 
Yi.dava:. wifel, and wile betrothed t.o RukliliQ.i whom be 
would haTe been glad to obtain even later 001,; bie polygamy 
i, thus inferable. The Migadha-Paun.v& easel of Vuu and 
Yrbadratha have already been noted 88 probably asaignable 
to tbis period; no detaU8 ate given about JarilltUldha's OWIl 
wife or wivea. but two of hi' daughters were mnrri~ to Karpsa.
Yidava'; and "mAgadhi " 8iave-girla baving been at thill 
tiIll8 presented to the P~"ava court,! they must allJO have 
been part of Ilbe equipment of the Magadhu.n court. AbouL 
the KilMa of this tlme (intermarried with Kurus, Pil)qu\-aa 
add Pincllaa) DO polygamiea IU'fI mentioned, unlest tbe twin 
wivoo of Vrhlldratba lnu !..be c&sea: of Ambiki and Ambiilikii 
are taken Il6 evidenoo COl' the KUi court itself; but app!Uetltly 
tbe KW prinoo who WIJ,6 .. oon~m~rary of Dhn~lrnm .. 
in boil you$h, was polygamous,' ;Particulars about the It ats1a6 
are much fulltll': Virita had at least two chief wivea, Sud~Q.ii 
ot Kenya., and 'he sillter oC • Kic&ka., 'L-a,od he had ouviouilly 
a big • harem. '; his young fiOD Uttar. is already a. gay reveller 
in the OQIDpaDy ot numerous women,& The court of Virip. 
ill of the 6IUlle type 811 that of the E'AI}Q8v8l'l, whom iDdood he 
triell to follow and emulate in many respects: there is the 
aRoma f01ldnella for gambling,' and em~loymen~ of eunuchs in 
the per801ln1 66l"I'ioo of the princessea, tbe same normal con
cubiosge of tho female attendante of the palace,' and volup
tuous h&rem-li/e of tha princes ImOngst multitudes of women, 
with 8OJl8'. and dance, nDd wine'· ;-all illUBtra.ted in the Indra.
prMtha and Bistinapur& romll; in one rasped apparently 
tOO Matsya ooort made an improvement, in special arrange
mentIJU fM danoos as 8 oourt pastime,; but probably. this WI.8 
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in imitation of tb'e adj&08nt(Yidava oems of the South-Welt, 
where, from much earlier agell, whole royal Camilie~ trained 
tbemaelver &1 eq>ert singera and danoers, "IIrith ~ 
r8!luI~t scandala. . 

tAm~t the YA.da.,\'&(I oT the 1IIWl8 period, full-Bed8ed 
polygamy III almos~ too ge.neral rule with the confederate ~lau. 
of Dviriva.ti (at first of Mathuri.) hea.ded by the Vrll)lll,
aDd they were the repmll6Jlta.tiv6 Yidavaa of this age, jull1 
as the Caitran.tha.a MId Hathayaa were of an a.rlier one; 
inetaJlOl'lIl of polygamy 80metimea occur aIIK) amongllt other 
contemporary bfllncbell of the YadBVSB. 

~aking tbe VrrQiB, amongst whom KrRa was born, we 
fiDd' instan061 of po ygamy in all itt four main branches. The 
group indeed began with the polygamy of . Vr(lf.li,' who, as 
already noted, may be placed within tbia period all well (at 
88/89) . In the first branch, Satriijit (92/93) married 10 
IIllterll,' and o( hill daughter", three were given in marriage to 
their ooullin Kr(ll;la .~ In tho aooond, A1afaa had M leB6\ 
three wives named in the Hatll,· bellides otberll who took pari 
in Raintaka. and other festivities ,5 and who al.I retired to a 
Himiila.yan hermitage niter his dea.th.& In the Courth , no 
definite particulslll are available. but both Siui and Si~'yaki
Yu.)'udbina were' brid6-6bductors' of tbe Kr\lr;t& type, and 
tbelr povgamy is quito likely; tJm Vedic atory about A!;D!'lga
Yidava, which haa & muked • harem' character. migM very 
well refer to Satrajit 's son or gmndson Asa.!'Jga~; and another 
AI;IU'tga., a 1I01l. or gnndson of Bityaki, '1'1'88 apparently settled 
by Arjuna on the 8arasvati, with 8. part of !.be remnant of the 
Yid"va hareml .10 For the third branch: more deta.ils are 
forthcoming, being KnQ.a'$ own family. J)evarnr4b1l,a 

I (E.c. ill ~h. fa", ill. of Da.j~, T ittirl , Rev&l.&, ud ...o",~ the 
Vrwi- of Irfg6'. lim.. (lit . .... ·, trailli"ll . .. d""",in, .... DOt 
uoopl.lOllal .... <>I>pt the P ......... ; 1IArrMlI1I'. 6 ... ,_,. _ 
aD u~ "lICe. aDd .... i .. ; atld lbe . .. a" ...... bom Arj" .... 
~aa&6d, ","ot. ha.a doo" ';mil ... __ ."., to o."'1'. dL 

• VI. IllS, 63 , Sr. 16, 45 , av. 3D, 2076, d. MM-. 45, I-lit . 
.. Dr. 16, 47--e1 B O'. JU

il
2IJ18-.-a; JI'. din.: ... ~. 46

j 
111-21 , d. VL 

.. 8 .. "-.... A~, •. 16, 56; 14, 8; 11; Btl. 1 I, 71, 113, .B.,. 
~, illig, 311. 3)116; II&t.aI lb"by" Mat. 45, 2'1-.lS; Al'lia!: 
' bid. 

I Mbh. I, 2111 •• ad Pu:r. o &DC. ot Bai ... tak. &rid f ... bbIu. I~iriu.., 
d . WId all<I _ .,.,n. .~ I>vInJt6 .. t-e BhIn ..... t.I .. . UIIded , 
B.,.147_14O. 

• IIWL XYJ, 6. 167; 7, 948. 
, 8j"; : Il\h. vn. 144 6(1;511....43 ; a.t~, VIIj 10. 3!18.1.-'~ abdac

Uca lIT Krwa. el. Mbb. Jli, ~ 1&1_7; lI, It, fmI, V, lJO; 
168, WfI.j-6;56(, 49, 11111 fI - vIl, 11 , am fl., etc. 

• a ... VlIJ, 1,·of. HaiL 8aIp. ni, t , 0 , Brlwld. II, e. 21; VI, 41; .. 
• rut-, V, 13, D4-6; el. Mat. 1,;(1. tD--ft. 
II .1oIl>. XVI, 7, _ ft. 
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(89/90) probably bad two wive!, one an Aamaki,' and the 
other a daughter of Aryaka &he Nip cll.ieft.in (011. 
th'e Upper Gange,) ' ; his ILIOn SUrs (91/92) n.lflO, is aacribed 
two queens.' In the DeJ:t generation, V8lIudeva (9'J/93) ie 
s pro!ilic polygamist: amoDgat biB 20 wives who bore him 
children, were bia 7 ooollin.e, d'augbtel's of Devaka, 7 Niga 
princel8&ll. and 2 Pl&id, .in.waating, besides Rohi¢.Pauravi 
(!lister of Vihlika), Bhadr ... VaiiiJi, IlIld Madiri {which three, 
with Devali of 'ha first. group, &aeeDded bis luneral pyre).4 
His aldeBt !JOn Rima is aacribed oDly ODe wile, Revati,e but 
bie monogamy wall appa.rently not puritanic, at! be tQok a 
promill6Dt part. in tbe Yida,va. drunken orgies,· and ia Il&id to 
lIave indlllged in wine and WOlnon along with J{r,~,a while 
on .. military e:tpeditkm to tha Gomanta bills and Kara,virapura 
(in lower Decdn)." {But Kr~l).a. followed hiB father and 
went far beyond him,- heing in faC10 ~h8 greale6' polyga.mi9~ 
of bis age. MUf'h detaii }a II.vaillll.ble' about the Wi"l6S or RfIRl&, 
even a ~ummlol'J ~t which would be lengthy; but they may 
~ eiILIJ8I.li.OO _(I) COwnnll or lIear relaii~e8 gi~en . in JDILl'
rlage: e.g., Batyi-Sii.trijiti and her eiBters Anura'B sister 
etc" (ii) external pr.luOOllOO9 (some (If wh~m wore related); 

, , 
• 
• 

• 

H .. I • • 36, 11122 ft, ; B<;I , 10, 71, 146--6. 
Mbb. t , 1211,!it061 d . V. 103, 3635; lte. 
Vfi. 116, 14.l-44 (prob. 3 .. i .... ) • .t.e.; ef_ H~ . 95, 5051--&, """TI 

V .. lld ..... '. 1_ i . ~ ... lIad V .... (f"r 8~ .. ) a nd i. ucribed J ... i .... 
VL 116, I~l; 14Q_166: BII. Ill. 71, 145--163; M.t. 44 , '12-3: 
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lz...4i ; 17, 1-«l. RukmlOI ' H.riv. 161, 91".......: tt7_US, 
O'illdhlrl, th. 161, 11147-8; 174, fTM. 1UliJldr.J.Iitn.indi 
s.ty,"N~iill , Bohlr¥l..Jlombe.uU, Saollll.MWn, So.tyl.8i~jitl, 
LUpoi".;.JI.JrIIriul, ""''''·8albyl.: B ... liS, 61tJ1)...6706. 16 
.. , ..... d,etallsd , MM. 47, IJ-a3. So.I.djit'. J dt .... , SatJ'fi, y...uar, 
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llbh. XVI Ii ; '1 ; fOl' 16000 (eapt.am f......, Narabl. d. IIbb, 
I , 1l'I9CI; V, \3(11 1M, m If. l Xln, 16 (MId,. 160, 7.f\l2 ' .; 
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either ordinarily married. or abducted 6y force (in • 1IV&)'8IP' 
VVIllI' or othar Cireumltanoel inTOlvinS flghting'); •• g., 
(II.) Butili.·Midri:, ate. , (b) Rukmi!)i.V~dll.rbbI, 8&tyi. 
Nigll!l.jiti , JimbaV1l.ti, etc.,-the 6ret; UtreEl bttiog relUBd, 
(iii) sundry otb6ra, numbering altqJether INlveni thoulBDdll., 
• married' or in coneubinage,-oomri.ting of other barema 
tranllferred by oonquu1, of • utiBtea,' al.vee, .nd probably 
evan Bhepherd691j611. in etate employ. 

Th'ue tha entire barem of Narllka or Prigjyotio& wv. 
hanal'erred to DvirivaU;1 its numerical titrength iti ull1l&lly pu~ 
at 16,000 and only (lnee at 1,000.' Eltiewhere UHI grand 
total cllrrfJ,la'ti • wive!' ia put at 60,000;' probably thi" ill. 
intended to inclll® the above 16,000, &8 well II.ti the 16,000 
ahepberdell8fl8 he da.Uied 'flit" ,' the remaining numb.:lr being 
IIlavel; but possibly thia det.a.il o f 16,000 . gopinla ' may have 
&risen (lut of the more autbeDtic one about Naraka'J! ~8!el'Jed 
barellf. Or t biB also may i,u,ve been trua': for one thing, the 
theory that En!)", ' gopa-lili' is an Xbhira aecrni)on of 
later times, ill. untenable, as the Abhiraa IVe traditionally 
eonnooted witb the Yi.dav;8s and the whole 01 tbe South. 
West of India, from tho time of Harya~va and MII.dbn (i.e., 
bet. 27 and 63), and (ormed the liubject population under the 
Yidavas it other Xbhirna again Bra mentioned aa attacking 
the fallen Yidavaa3' tbay may bavo boon l'6bel bioolllll6ll 
having their day aCt& all the iDjuty they had suJr6l'lld frolli. 
Krwll., Jll"obably even, thus reclaiming their women, abducted 
by the rulcrti Crom time to time ;- (or another, concubinea 
of the V.Uya cl&aa were ctlBtamarily t.akan into the Paurava 
and Yidav. harem. or this time (e.g., witb Dbrtarif~ra and 
ValUdeva).' !WI &1110 much' eltiler, in 'Aiqvika and Vai"-leya 
oneil. probably (e.g., DaWatba'a queen 8umina was • 
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daagbter oC IJllM a Vaayi., aDd Nibbig& abi3ucted a. V.uy& 
tenant', di.ugbtar)l,; tbe tra4itioiW lie!lu!J6 of priDo&s and 
high oflkit.lA with reg~ to 8\ate-&bepherdelllU and ottter 
work-wowen is noted by Vitlyiya.nal ; and in Kr~a'8 time 
the Yidava cl.u.ns roll6 to opulence largely by such state
pastures (d. too • 'fl'aja.· I!6tttemeut. under Naud&, aDd the 
detaila of Kila.yavalla' lI birth -botb IIhowing connectiou of 
princes with' tbe 'gopinta ').~ A • thousa.od· of Naraka'a 
women &re stated to halle heen " married " to KrVJ)8.4; thus 
the major portion of that lot of 16,000 remained only 00II._ 

cubi1l6a; to one of tbeoo l!6C'iona , probably to the former snd 
mora favoured one, mUllt hll.ve belonged those select 'ga.O. 
dharva' maiden8 (i.e., dancers and singer.) wbom Naraka 
had collected in hie specially built hlJi·"ta,tiOD of Maviparvata.1 
KRQ.a'il harem evidently included alave·ber.ufies alao,· DUlD' 
bers of whom he sent to tho Pil;l4ava court, a·nd o,lI8igued to 
the f~ Durvi8B8' 'when he li\'&d in hi. opalace &1'1 a guest. It i. 
noteworthy in tl..ill ooo.nect.i.on, that So kindred Yido.v& clan 
(under Hirita) is stated to havs.colonized BOID6 generatioDs 
back, an island R&tna-dvipa in the Bouth-West&n !)ea, which 
was specially noted (or its pearls wd beautiful women, and 
peopled IIy • nlljlida' I16!1.-faring merchant.> alld ' madgllrn' 
pearl fiah'ers'; the reference ill obviously to the pellrl and slave 
lr~(I or the Arabian Sea, • very ancient one indeed , going 
back to tbe oooond millenium B.C. and the pre_Aryan. civili
zations of South-Western India. iIt is rather striking that 
tbe number 16,000 is o.ttributed to the barems of other 
princes of the Epio age also, by 'he Jitak. _ramOon'. ; and 
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D.IllG, • BumiW V"".dnuy. Vabhii .. K .. ~·Sgll.'; Nibb.G: 
Mi.k. U3 ft. 1.: ..... U .. ""I. i • ...-mi .. Doc! Ilao.t the lot wif .. of 
.. pri ....... ut I4atTlyan, a.nd Glb .. ... ,. .... "'. , boJ""S to othr 
.,..t .. ). 
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aDcient Per6ian hareDIB were equally wge} -"ter toll it lJl&~ 
not hIVe been alwgetber an euggen.\ion. &M ia .inWligib1e 
when 1IOIIl6 of tlie astounding traditional myal cu.tom. Uld 
pi:~611 noticed bl. VMsyiyana.1 for a sub&eqlWlt period 
are \Ueo inloo oolllilderiltion. . 

Of KJ11Q.i.'s descendanh, hig eons Pra.dyumna. and 88mb&. 
hnd aevera.~ wives; tho86 of ilia former ",'erel ; Subhlilgl 
Vaidarbbi, hiB materna! \lDcle'e daughter,-Prabhi.vatI 
daugh~r of VajraDibba,-and. May .. ntr. widow CIt &mb&ru. 
(the lad two being obtained by romantic adventures and 
foree ); thOl:1ll or tbe la.ttort were: Candri.vdi I niece ot the 
same Vajranabha. and Duryodha.na'a daughter (both obtailled 
by adventure &Ild fighting) ; bellides be had intrigues in bia 
rather's ulll';ieJdy haremS (for which he WII.B eof'Slld along 
with the guilty WiV6R) ; ana PrAdyumna ,8190 must have had 
a richer bacem.life than tb'at inaica.ted by hia 8 wivl!II, to earn 
higlater estimation 1'18 aD inc.arnatiOll of Kim ... ' Kma.'8 grand-
800 Aniruddba.' aloohad lw3 wive8,-Bakm&va\i of Vidarbba, 
alBo bis ma.ternsl uncle's daughter,-and 'Op, "daugbter of 
BAJ;la of SoJ;liupura (the latter obWned liy adventnre and fight
ing, aR in too C8!!CE1 of Pradyumo& and SAmba) ; and ~irud
"dba's lIOn Vajra inherited a conaiderablo harem from hiR 
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predeeeaeon, with which he Wall removed 10 ~1 
(with ita P~a.T& harnm traditions). 

FIX' the othel- group! of the con.federa.cy. Uw d~tailB Ke 
much fewer; but tho polygamy of their chief memberi is 
often alluded to in g8110ral tenml; tbul! tbe • Ancih&ka. Kahi
bboja: Ugmscrut. and !huka,( tb" Kukurn leaders), hlWl all 
their bundreds of wives, aecompanyiIlg them in the Rai .... tab .. 
and Prabbw revelrie.. i Ugraflell&'1 VaidarbhI wife PadIllA
vaU'" illegitimata 1100 KIUpIl8 bad two wivea (daughter. ol 
JariS&Ddba), as alre&dy DOled. Devaka lw.d, bllllide" hi8 
chief wife or wiv6ll, at least 000 Vailiyi or Budri. coneo
bine,' whoee ~hter Wile m.a.rried to Vidura-liamav&.. 
Krtavarman'lI aedlon WM alBO apparently polygamous, for hie 
descendant aDd heir inhcritod & harem with which be was 
BCtled at Mirttikivata.B 

Aroollgat the otb6l" Yli.dava branches, no polygamies are 
afI(IfibOO. to dJe Vida.rbhBoll , oonlRatently with the "Vidarbban 
tendency toward~ motlOf:!amy. But the Silva (MirttikAvata.
BhojaJ prillOO, Mitrasa.ba, 8 6i>otclllpmUl"y of Vaaw:l6va 
(92/98). had two wives (whose 8009 were the famoua Harpea 
and Dirpbhaka or Nimi) ;5 and probably the KUDtis were poly. 
gIlUlDII8,-if the • UrVMi' el,i9Ode of epic tmdi\ ion may be 
reftlITed to tbe court of Purujit.KUlltibhojo..' 

After the polygamies of the century and a quarter 
deacribed abovo, there wall apparently a nUllrll-1 tempomry 
reaction in the PaU!avo. court,' no doubt aid6d by time, of 
great strellll aDd reverses,' clearly indicated even in the meagre 
tradition of tbtl period. Thus onl., one wife (tbe princeS8 
of Madra)IO is 8BClibed t.o Pa.ri.ksit II (91:)) ,Il-though he ma,r. 
have inherited the P il}qav,," harem in the Il8.me way &8 hli 
oontempol'1l.1';Y imd related" Ylioova. princes.U His iIOn lana.-
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~.ya m and hie wife Vapofir.mi., ilie lUBi pnnceu, go 
I&6ted to ht.Te beaD particularly devot.&d to each oihllr and 
to baTe led • monopmistic life.:1 thia.- ,nth .... hIM ia 
laid abou$ Ja.0&m6ja.ya:. indignation at hill q\lo68'll'. defUement 
thro~h Yajurvedic ritUBJ, and .bis reaoo&pt6nce or her;' i~ 
ia probable that Jan&mejay' led • re&et.ion age.in.wt the pre,. .. 
.lent COITtIp' practicee of the pierihoolP and the tlonrt, willi 
1IOID6 amount of lIuOCtlSl9,- whicb however W8>j rbort- livod 
owing to brihm&J;t hostility.· Hi. IIOD S.tinIka. (98) also i, 

"aacri.bed OIle wile, 8 VaidehI ~ but Sve~ ,(100 1) prob
ably had an usual harem, as be ia said to be.ve left COl' the 
woodll owing to cbildJe!lllne!!ll, befo!'6 h e me! en rovttl' ~ 
YidavQ prilJcti.g Mi.lini «)f KJ1&varman'lI family) who bor6 
hiIn a 1100.' 

The Videha dynaaty, lemarkably ftoo from iodica.tioo. of 
COJ1'uption&. showe title fir. clear inatance of it in lbe tiIlJ6 
of Janaka.-Ugrasena.Pu,karamilin (98) or hi. 8Uoceaaor, at 
who!le court Al;llivu.kra. was ellterta.ined and ltlmpt.ed by com1e
IIIloDS or ~"e-girlll ,' Dut tblf notices of the llUb8equent 
Janak&ll like Dharmadhvaja. (with bi. ayiritual coneort 
Bulabbi,1O tho' bhik,uQl • daughter of ... rlJarlJi ') or J&I1., 
de" .. (oouuectod with PatlnMikhS),I. show tha~ t.b iB fall i.q 
moral Btalldard'wBB temporary or interm itteDt. 

Apan from the already uoted hll.rem,i.ufieri~noo of the 
three StlfYiviug Yide.va princeB, the. only othez' pertinen' 
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Yidan detail ror thirJ period, is tb6 fate of Krvl}8's har6lll: 
Boro& Clf his chief wives rnoorted to • uamara.l].a: and IOCDe 
othlll'R retired into Corest life; but the great bulk of his lamoaa 
, 10,000' were CMricd of[ by the AbhlnuJ.! and aTe sf.ated' 
to bave been subsequently reduoed to prostitution, in which 
prGteeaion the, were oozrl'u:med and ins'ru~ by Dilbhl'
Caiki~y .. ,-In the ume manner, it is sa.id, aa the ' Dinan.' 
women of "yore W6nI redoOlii to a.nd instructed in that profM
~ion by'. Indrs' after the • Din&va' defea.ts; and &even! 
'Furli(las proles8 tC! give the l!ub8tance of tba, inl!trnetioni ; 

tbey give two el:pla.nation& of this Call,- KTlJl}.a's cun;e on bis 
wi\'ea for their infidelity, and reanltant ravishment hy the 
Xbhirae.- 8nd A\I~avaJall'lJ curBint a host of' aJl8&h- ~ 
( - Kr'I):&'8 wives) 00 beoome courtesans. Several un.portant 
frobabiliti8a are HUgges\ed by thel:l8 ststements: firetly, tha.t 
organi~d' pro&titutioD (under I9yal patronage) ma.y have 

arisen 0.8 early as the time of lite lint Ail&> kings,S under 
ronditiolJll B6l1OOiated with ooDl1nlll!tll aM subjection; 8I'OOndly , 
tb:at tbe destructive Yidava wars' ('f tbe Epic AJ:re pzoduood 
repetiiioD of (Iimilllr conditiC!us a.nd results, ou a large scale; 
thirdly, that between tbe harems of the time aud oourlesana 
tbe connection Wile very in~imate , the fonner leading to the 
!~~ter by degeneration, tbe latter to the former tiy anblima
tIOD,'-110 tbiIt roya.l polygamy often implied p$tronage of 
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fl"O'lUtUUoo;1 fourthly. that the b~ •• were cbi«!.y 
m8tl'umenul' in foateriDg "lid 8&Dctioniug' the profeuion. a. 
ill 'lhoWD by the promiD6Dt pari played iD tbete developmente 
by Dilbby...caikitineya. and A,",vaJa-. Inephew of ' the 
notorious S'VetUetu, CODllected with bribroa(l.ica1 Inity, and 
a teacher of Erotice inclusive of Proetitution> ,-.11 of whom, 
remarkably enougb, were Kuru-PiftcAla. brAhmlWJ.8, together 
wiLb the two Piilk.1a-BibhravYIl~ ~imil&rly 88aociated in 
lraditioo. 
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