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In (act all the Hindi vernaculars are kindred tongues 
and they merge into each other. They may be called 
by different names, as the Scandinavian language is 
known, Danish, Swedish and Norwegian, though they 
are . identically one, and there is more difference between 
French Patois, from the North and the South German, 
between the North American and the English, between the 
English and the Welsh, than betw=en Bengali and 
Braja-Bhasha or Gujrati. Assamese loses its identity and 
fuses easily with Bengali, and Bengali into Bhojpuri and 
Rh0jpuri into Bhraj-Bhasha and Rhraj-Bhasa into Gujrati 
or Marathi and so on; the connecting chain is too intimate 
and binding and hardiy there is any gulf o f separation 
between anr of them. 
Northem India would 

Bengali spoken in any part of 
be understood as Hindi in 

Bengali. It is true the colloquial expressions of Hindi 
are better under~tood not only in every part of India. 
hut also in greater India. But Bengali or G'Jjrati 
written in Nagari character would by no means be a 
difficult thing (or a Hindi literfi to comprehend. '1 he 
Bengali wl)men often ignorant of Sanscrit and even of 
reading their language easily comprehend Tulsi Das's 
Ramayana or the sacred kat has o r the Pandits of Beneras. 
The expulsion of I'ersianized words, the gradual 
elimination of local slangs and the s teady introduction 
of Sanskrit vocabularies in their place are slowly 
moulding an uflified language, and a common script like 
Nagari would in a few generations create an uniform, 
standardized, literary language. 

The Indo-Aryan langu .. ge is a member of a very large 
family. called Indo·G<!rmanic or Indo-Eurflpean,Vedic and 
its derivative (ormations, the classical Sanskrit, Pali, 
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Avanti, Sauraseni, Maharastri, Magadhi, Ardha-magadhi, 
Pracya; and their secondary transformations, Western 
Hindi (Hindustani, comprising of 8hraj-Shasa, Bundeli. 
Kanauji, Dakhini and their tertiary accumulation. Urdu). 
Eastern Hindi (Awadi, Bagheli), Lahnda (Hindki, Jatki, 
Multani), Kashmiri, Kohistani, Sindi (Lari), Marathi 
(Desi, Konkani), Gujrati (Rhili), Rajasthani (Marwari, 
Jaipurn. Bihari (Bhojpuri, r ... tagadhi, Maithili), Orya, 
Bengali, Assamese, Punjabi, Pahari (\ aipati) and 
Sihghaese form but a minor section of th~ whole . 

Thcir next kindreds arc in Gandhrra (Afganistan), 
Iran (Persia) Caucasia and Armenia. 

Afghanistan; Afghan (Pukhtu, Pasta), Beluch, Galeha. 
Chitral, Kafi"tan ; Pisacha (Shina. Khowar, Karri). 
Iranian: Avestan. Bactrian, Old Persian, Pahlavi. 

(Pazend, Parsi, Huzvaresh\ Modem Persian, Kurdish, 
Ossctic. 

Anato\ic (Armenia, Ancient Phyrgia, Sou thern Rus ... ia): 
Armenian (Old and Modern) ; Phry~all, Sr}'thian. 

Thraco-IUyrian : Thracian, IHyrian, Albanian (Gu~g. 

Tosk). 
Balto-Slavic ; Old Slavic, Russian, Bulgarian, Servo

Croatian, Sloven ian Czech or Rohemian, Moravian. 
Slovakian, Polish, Kasubian, Polabian, Old Prussian, 

Lithuanian, Letish. 
Hellenic: Old Ionic, New Ionic, Attic, Doric, .tEolic, 

and Modern Greek . 
Italic: Latin , Langue d'oil, Langue d'oc, French. 

Provencal, Franco-Provencal, Catalan. Spanish (Andulasian, 
Argonese, Asturian, Castilian, Leonese), Portugese 

(Galician), Italian (Sicilian, Tuscan, Milanese), Rha!to. 
Romanic, Rumanian. 
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Celtic: Gaulish, Cornish, Welsh, Br::ton (Annorican), 
Irish, Scotch Ga:lic, Ga!lic (Erse), Manx. 

Teutonic; Gothic, Old Norse, Icelandic, Scandinavian, 
Old High German (Frankish, Alemanic, Bavarian), 
Middle High German, Gennan , Old Saxon, Plattdeutsch 
lLow German) Dutch, Flemish, Friesic, Anglo·Saxon 
(Old English ), English. 

And though English forms but a link in a distant 
chain, yet its relation with Sanskrit has not been entirely 
effaced and can be easily traced as the following examples 
will show, 

Sk t. bku=become, be; Gk . pky--o=grow; Lat /u-i _ 
became; Eng. be. Skt. bhsj=divide, share; Gk.pkag-ein 
-get one's portion, eat; phaK-os=oak (tree yielding edible 
fruit); Lat.fa~-us=beech; Eng. beech. Skt. bha - shine, 
appear; Gk . plu-mi=reveal , say; Lat. fan' -say: E.ng. 
ban=public proclamation, Skt. lIahh =weave: Gk. upit-e= 
web; Eng. weave. Skt. luM = desire; Gk, lips _Ionghg ; 
Lat. lub-el=it pleases; lie/=dear. 

Skt. pada = foot ; Gk. pod-a - (oat; Lat. ped-em= foot; 
Eng. /001 . Skt. para=far; Gk. pua _ distant; Lat. 
peren-die=day after; Eng. far, fore. Skt. apa=away, 
off j Gk. apo; Lat. abo Eng. olf. 

Skt. dvar=door, Gk. Ihur-a; Lat.for-is; Eng. door. 
Skt rudkira=red; Gk. cry/liros; Lat. rub-er; Rug. red. 
Skt. udkar=udder ; Gk. outkar; Lat. uber; Eng. udder. 
Skt. dua-two ; Gk. duo; Lat. duo; Eng. two. Skt. Iri_ 

three j Gk. treis, Iria~ Lat. Ires, tria; Eng. tltret. Skt 
udra:oo::otter; Gk. udra=water-snake; Eng. ottey. Skt. 
401ft-tooth j Gk. o-dont-a; Lat. denlen; O. Eng. tano
tooth. Skt. jnana = know; Gk. e-gno; Lat. cogM-vil; 
Eng. know. Skt.jan-beget, be born; Gk. ge-gon-os-bom; 
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!.at. gm-ui-begat ; Eng. ki". SkL yuga-yoke; Gk. 
"g-m; Lat jug-urn; Eng. yoke. Skt. go-cow; Gk. 
vous.; Lat, bo-s; O. Eng. cu_cow. 

Of course the relation between the Vedic Sanskrit 
and A vestan is very close. Gatha can be translated 
into Sanskrit, almost word by word, with but slight 
phonetic changes. But even the relation of Sanskrit with 
Greek or Latin is not very distant as is generally supposed. 
Thus for an example, the hymn of the Rig-veda, VI. 51. 5 
can be translated into Greek or Latin with but little 
change: 

Dayus pitir prithivi matar adruk 

Zeu(s) pater plateia meter atrek (es) 

Agne bhritar vasvah mriJata nab 
Ignis {rater --- be mild nos.-

The Indo-Germanic people must have lived together 
in a cold climate, as the Sanskrit kimtl, Greek and 
Latin kiems, and Old Slav sima could not have other?!iqe 
the identical meaning. 

Even the verbal terminations are almost the same :-

Sanskrit. Aves/an. Greek. Lati". 

I am.- asmi ahmi emmi sum 

Thou art: asi ahi essi es 

He is: astj li,. .. ti esti est 
We are: 'smas hmahi esmes sumus 

Y,Ju are : 'stha st. estl;!: estis 
1 hey are.- santi henti enti sunt 

.. Dyaus (Sky) father. Pnthivi (Earth) kind mother, Agni (Pire) 
brother, ye Vasus (Bright Ones) have mercy upon us. 
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Old Slavic. Gotmc. lithuaNia". Armen. 

I am: yesme .m """; em 
Tltou art : yesi ;, essi e, 
He is: yesto ist .,.; c 
We are: yesmo sijum esmi , mo 
You are: y",te sijuth est8 cq 

rluy are .- somte sind (esti) en 

M. Paul Regnaud has given a complete list of Sanskrit 
fOOts, he found in Latin and Greek in his scholarly work 
Dictiona;n EtyHt%giquc dtt Latin e/ du Cree dallS us 
rapporls avec Ie Latin d' aIres Ia methode cvo/utioniste
'£ngu;slique indo-europeemu app/t'quu. However as it 

may not interest the general readers, we are giving below· 
a partai\ list of the commoD words found in Sanskrit. 
Zend, Greek, Latin, Teuton, Slav and Celtic languages 
after F. Max Muller's collection in his Biography of words 
and Home of llu Aryans. 

• See Appendix A. 
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v. 
HIIirDI SCBIl"l'Il. 

The h;,tmy of the H;od; alphabet,;, ,hrouded ;0 
mystery. It can not be traced directly step by step to its 
'Origin as in the Egyptian hieroglyphic or Assyrian cunei 
form writing. In the specimen of its most ancient writing, 
or the first time we see it mentioned, we find it already 
well developed in its evolution. The oldest allusion to writ 
ing is found in one of the Buddl-tist Silas incorporatw in 
The diologues 0/ Buddha and was compiled within the first 
century of Buddha's death and which can not be later than 
450 H.C. In this the disciples were enjoined not to indulge 
in children's games, of which Akhan'ka is mentioned 
as one of them, iuterpreting it as guessing 0.1 leiters 
traced £" lite air, or 0" a playfelluw's bad,;,- In ViMya 
which is a treatise on conduct and which is d\Wost 

contemporaneous with the previous work mentioned, 
writing (lekha) is praised as a distinguished art,t And 
though the sisters of the Order were forbidden to indulge 
in worldly arts, there were exceptions to the rule and 

writing was one of them .~ A criminal "who had been 

written !n the king's p:>rch" which means that such a man 
was a refugee of justice and to that effect, a notice was 
hung at the entrance of the palace (or the public 

• T . W . Rhys Oavids-Oiolo)!uh of the Buddha. Vol. I. 

P . 3 26. 
t Vinaya,IV. and 1. 
t Vinaya, IV. 305. 
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knowledge, was forbidden admission to the Order.- In an 
argument as to what profession a boy should select, the 
parents say that if he adopt the career of a writer, he 
.. ill live in ease and comfort: but on the otherhand his
fingers will ache.t If a member of the Order write to a 
man, disserting on the advantages of suicide, then for 
each letter in the writing, he commits an offence.: All 
this clearly indicates that writing was well known and 
was very ancient and popular in India at that time. 
otherwise it could not be children's sports, or public 
notices given through writing. Of course the word writing 
is expressed by lekham cltindaN which really means 
scratclus a writing perhaps with an iron stylus like the 
Assyrians. but instead of on the clay, it was done on 
the palm leaves and wooden boards. It L'i well-known 
that all the modem alphabets, at preseot ust:tl in India, 
Ceylon, Burma and Siam have evolved out as local 
adaptations from the Brahmi lipi, the sublime w!"iting. 
But did the Brahmi lipi originate in the country. as did 
the Demotic, Hieractic and Uenear scripts in Egypt out of 
the Hieroglyphic;s (Gr. ieros -sacred, glyphein_to curve) 
as abbreviated and conventionalized forms 1 Or WdS 

it imported from abroad and if so by whom, whether by 
the Aryans or by the Dravidians -, 

It is true that the Indian climate is not suitable 
like Egypt for the preservation of writing materials, 
for not only the da:mpness and heat, but also the insects 
and worms are very destructive. However from whatever 

• Vinay, I. 75-
t Vmay, I. 71 . IV. uS, 
t VinilY. Ill. 76. 



A STUDY IN HINDU SOCIAL POLITY. 161 

has been discovered, it i<; f'yident that the art of writing 
has been introd uced into India by tht': Drayjdian~. 

The Bower manuscript found in Mingai, ne'lr Kuchar, 

containing some medical formulas, though written on 

birch bark·sheets with ink, was made in the shape of 

palm leaves (Corpha tali pot) and pierced in the centre with 
hole through which a string c0uld he pas!<ed to hold 

them together, and which is very wedl suited to the 

palm leaves but quite unsuitable to the birch bark-sheets, 

for they are very delicate and fragile and d hole and a 

string are very apt to break and tear them down. This 

clearly indicates that writing was introduced into 

northern India from the southem part where palm 

leaves were available <IS a writing material. and which 
could not bl! had in the northern sl!ction of the peninsula 

where chicAy the A rYilOs settled. 

Now the question arises whether the Dravidians 
developed the alphabets <l Ut of the pictographs or 

borrowed them (rom abroad, either through com mercial 

intercourse or they brought them when they migratec.J 

(rom the Euphrates valley. According to 'Weber and 

Buhler, quite a large proportion of the oldest Hindi 

alphabet" arc rundamentally identical with the letters 

on certain :\ssyrian weights and especially the Mesa 
inscription of the sevellth century B. C. Almo5t one third 

d the twenty Assyrian letters or the seventh century 

B. C. a re identica l with the oldest rurms of the 

corresponding Hindi letters. Anoi!ler third are very 

."imilar. And the remain,ing third are nut radically 
different from each other.-

.. Weber' Indian studies, P"rt III . Buhler; Indische Paleo
e:raphie. 
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The oldest specimen of Hindi ""riting, yet discovered, 
is perhaps found in the inscnptlOns on the vases, 
discovered by Peppe in the Sakya tupe. Here the 
letters are not only primitively inscribed, but also they 
have not yet attained to their phonetic maturity and 
fullness. Thus Sakyanam is written as s kiy filii which 
is almost syllabic and neither the vowel or the dipthong 
is yet well develo~d. In the edicts of Asoka, the letters 
are clear and fine and have their complete phonetic 
expressibility, The earliest sample of manuscript is 
perbaps the one discovered in the ruins of the Gosinga 
Vihara, thirteen miles from Kbotan, written on birch 
bark'sheets, held tog~ther by silk thread sewn at both 
ends, in Kharosti character, used at ~hat time in 
Gandhara and introduced in Khotan about 500 B C. 

The question then arises that if the Dravidians 
introduced tbe art of writing, when did th.~y do it and 
why did they not use the clay tablets like the Habyloniaus 
as the writing material? The Vedas were for a long time 
transmitted from generation to generation orally, and the 
advantage of record ing the sac red literature io a 
permanent unforgettable and reliable form was not utilised. 
This is not difficult to answer. Firstly the Arya!'! 
conquerors were a haughty and arrogant people. ana 
regarded their own institutions much superior to those of 
the conquered and in their pride disdained to borrow 
new-fangled ideas and preferred to adhere to their own 
system of recorrling their sacred iiterature by memQry 
culture, which ' by cultivation through generations after 
generation, they had almost developed to perfection, 
as the Egyptian priests long after the knowledge of 
Demotic character and which was principally used (or 
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private correspondence, and official and commercial 
transactions, still preferred the pictographs {hieroglyphics) 
for their sacred purposes. And the Dravidians themselves 
might not have found clay as a handy available material 
and they had to adapt them selves to lOCal conditions. 
So they utilized palm leaves and for more permanent 
recording they used copper. 5ilver and gold plates.t 
However day was not entirely excluded, as we lind a 
line specimen of a brick tabl~t, discovered by Dr. Hoe)", 
with a Buddhist Sutta inscribed on it. 

Of course as to when and how the Dravidians brought 
the knowledge of writing from the Euphrates valley, either 
·as they emmigrated or through the commercial intercourse, 
which was facilitated by the regular mons.JOn wind, loan 
not yet be definitely answered. One thing is certain, we 
have not up to tbi:. time discovered any evidence testifying 
to the autochthonous development of writing. On the 
olJ.a hand in Egypt and Mesopotamia, the natural 
history of the alphabet, its birth, growth, infancy and 
uevelopmen t can be easily traced stel-' by step. All 
alphabet!' in their final analysis might owe to the Egyptiiin 
and Accadian pictographs and hieroglyphics, with the 
possihie exception perhaps of the Chinese idcognl.phs and 
yet they show a very close resemblance. 

Egyptian hieroglyphics were undecipherable and were 
.'hrouded in mystery until Napoleon's expedition in the 
land of the Nile awakened keen interest in France in its 
sacred treasures and a young imaginary officer, Boussard 
by name, found in the year 1799 near Rosetta in the 

• A coppe~ plate nf T,kk- ~il:t. Epigraphia Indie~, Vol. IV. 

t Tbe !\Iaung-gon gtrld plate. Epigraphia Indiea, Vol_ V. 

"P- 101. 
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suburb of Alexandria, a slab stone· inscribed in three 
languages, hieoglyphic, demotic and the Greek. Of 
course the Greek could be easily read, but the 0ther two 
languages still retained their profound peace. And the door 
to the ancient Egyptian store house remained unlocked 
before the celebrated French archeologist Jean Francois 
Champollion. (1790- [832) found the key to solve the 
enigma of this strange picturesque epigraphy. He 
observed that there were cartouches or ovals round some 
pictographs and they appeared again and again and can· 
tained the same hierog!yphics ; he therefore rightly guessed 
they were the rnyal names of Ptolemy and Cleopatra 
which were in the Greek te:o.:t. A." the pt.rsonal names 
can not be written by ideographs, the first $C.'und of each 
picture was utilized as a phonetic alphabetk equivalent 
and it was the cu~tom of tht: land to put the names of 
royalties in cartouches as distinction of honour. And 
knowing as he did the language of the Copts, the descen
dants of the ancient Egyptians and who retain m0re or 
less the purity of their blood and dialect, he could easil}' 
;l5Cribe to their pho'1etic value. Cleopatra was written 
thus :-Quadraat for K; the lion for L; the reed for 1 or 
E ; the knotted cord for (); the shutter for l' j the '!ag1e 
for A; the hand for T; the mouth for R; the eagle for 
A ; and the eggs stand as a determinative for the feminine 
sex. Ptolemy was inscribed as follows :-!lhutter for P ; a 
cap for T; the knotted cord for 0, the lion for L : tr.e 
tongs for M ; the two reeds for Ai; the crochet for S. It 
should be remembered that the primitive Chippewa Indians 
of Lake Superior in their petition to the Government of 

• Now known as the Rosetta slone and is in the British Mnscum. 
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the United States of America in the year 1849 used dan
totems to designate the names of the petitioners, The 

whole petition consisted of a picture of the representative 
totems of the clans, held togother by .::tri ngs and they are 
placed on striped band below which lay atta<.hed to the 
string four small fruit-like impressions, The totems, crane, 
martens, bear, man-fish and cat-fi<;h, represented the 
chiefs of those dans and the string holding them together 
signified their unity of purpo!:e and the striped band is the 
Lake Superior and the fruit·like prints are the islands to 
which they lay claim to settlement. Here as it can be 
easily seen, the power of expressibility is very elementary, 
crude and clumsy and is far behind the cultural needs, 
which in the fertile valley of the Nile, the Egyptians 
developed to an extraordinary degree, even in the remote 
and misty period of human history. Rosetta stone is 
also a petition and by the priests for re-dress and it runs 
as follows :-

"To king I)toit:mr and queen Cleopatra his sister and 
queen Cleopatra his wife, gods Euergetae welfare, We, 
the priests of Isis. the very great goddess (wor:.hipped) 
.in Abaton and Philae, seeing that those who visit Philae
generals, chiefs, governors of districts in the Thebiad, 
royal scribes, chiefs of police and all other functionaries, 
as well as their soldiers and other attendants, oblige us to 

provide for them during their stay, the consequence of 
';"'hich is that the temple is impoverished and we run the 
risk of not having enough for the customary sacrifices 
and oblations offered for you a,vJ for your children, do 
therefore pray YvU, 0 great gods, if it seem right to you 
to order Numenius, your cousin and secretary to write to 
Lochus, your cousin an1 governor or the Thebiad, not 
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to disturb us in this manner and n01 to allow any other
person to do so and to give us authcrity to this effect that 
we may put up a style with an inscription commemorating 
your beneficence toward us on this occasion, so that 
your gracious favour may be recorded for ever; which 
being done, we and the Temple of Isis shall be indebted 
to you for this among other favours. Hail." 

"King Ptolemy and queen Cleopatra the sister and 
queen Cleopatra the wife, to Lodms our brother, 
greeting: Of the petition addre<>sed to us by the priests 
of lsi!; in Abaton and Philae, we place a copy below, 
and you will do well to order that Gn no account 
they be molested in those matters which they have 

declared to us. Hail." 
Not only ancient Egypt inscribed magnificently, in 

her temples, buried tombs and sarcophagi with the mo,;t 
solemn and picturesque effect , but she ah,o wrote on 
papyrus rolls, which were manufactu red b}· pre.>sing the 
fibres of the papyrus plants which grew on the l\'ile and 
gleu ing them together. Some of the,;e papyrus rolls 
are very long and they can be seen in various museum s 
of Europe. The Papyrus of Ani is 78 feet long, that 
of Nebseni of Thebes, 77 feet long and that of Nu is 

65 feet long. In some of the papari, the writing i~ in 
pictographs in vertical registers, while in others in 
hieratic, a cursive abridged fonn of the hieroglyphics, from 
right to left, a kind of !lhort hand nriting. Part ct 
the papyrus Hu -Nefer in primitive picture writing: 
expresses this way :- Adoration of Ra, when he riseth 
in the horizon, eastern of heaven. Behold, Osiris, 
Hu-nerer, triumphant, he saith: Homage to thee, Ra in 
his rising: Temu in his setting. Thou risest, thou 
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shinest, diademed as the king of the gods. Thou art 
lord of heaven, lord of earth, maker of the beings of 
heaven and of the beings of the earth, God one who 
came into being in time primeval, maker of the world, 
creator of mankind, maker of the god Nu, creator of Hapi, 
creator of the watery abyss, making to live what is 
therein, binding fast the mountains, making to eome into 
existence men and women." 

The phonetic value in juxtaPJsition to the pieto and 
ideographs has been transliterated in the following 
manner :-for a, eagle; ah, reed; e, arm; ai, double reed ; 
;1, chicken; b, leg; ch, shovel; d, t , hanJ; r, snail; 
g. altar ; h, twisted loop; k, cup; kh, disk; I, lion; 
m, ow] ; n, water waves; P. shutter; r, mouth; s, crochet; 
sh , tank ; t, cap; th, looped cord; z, cerastes. 

Below is the tranc;lation of a part of the Papyrus 
Prisse in hieratic writing, about 2500 B. C. which is 
in the Bibliotheque National, Paris, allld which is 
mentined to be wpie<i from an original of 3350 B. C. 
It reads as follows: The advice of a father to his son .
" If thou hast become great, after thou hast Lce!1 lowly. 
and if thou hast amassed riches, after poverty, ::;0 that 
thou hast becorr.e, because of this, the first· in the city; 
and if the people know thee on account of thy wealth 
and thou art become a mighty lord, let not thy heart 

.be lighted uP. because of thy riches. for the author of 
them is God. Despise not thy neighbor, who is as thou 
wast, hut treat him as thine equal ······ · · · ···who shall 
make me to speak noble Nards 1 How shall I tell 
him (my son) the words of those who have heard the 
wise counsels of olden times, the counsels which have 
been beanl from the gods 1" The father mourns about 
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the good old limes and yet he lived more than five 
thousand years ago. 

The history of the cuneiform writing is similar to 
that of the hieroglyphics. Father Schiel's Sumerian 

votive tablet, as named after the discoverer, is perhaps 
the oldest specimen yet found of the art of picture writing. 
It is so archaic in its simple design, for these primitive 
drawings can by no means be called standardized 
alphabets, yet so expressive in its meaning. It has 
three vertical registers without any defi!!ite demarkation 
and consists of a jar on a stand, a star, th~one, two trees 
on a canal, four musical instrume nts, pouring out the 
libations, a covered jar before an altar and a foot 

The Monuments Blau, named after U:e discoverer, 
are also Akkadian votive tablets in quaint and impressive 
pictographs. The Akkadians and the S umerianc; were 
the same Turan ian people and spoke the same language. 
Only those who lived in the northern mountainous 
region were called Akkadians, for Akkad meant in their 
language the mountains and those who lived between the 
rivers, were called Sumerians for Slimer in their language 
meant the river valley. When a branch of the savage 
Semitic race was attracted to the land (or its fertility and 
wealth and conquered the S umero-A kkadian race, the 
conquerers not only mixed with the conquered, but also 
borrowed their superior arts, crafts and cu!ture and developed 
into what is known as the Assyrian and idter the Uabylc
nian civilisation. As the only writing material in the river 
valley was clay and it was impressed with a sharp-edged 
stylus, soon the pictograph!' Wl'Te converted into cuneirorms 
as soon as they became conventionalized. This transitional 
stage of writing is exemplified in the Our-:"Jina brick 
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,about 4000 B. C.) which reads: Our~Nina. king of 
ShirpouJa, son of Nini-hal-shin. the abode of Ghirson, 
he has constructed and in the fragment of the Entemena 
tablet (4 500 B. C.). 

Further standardization is noticed in the famous 
statue Gudea (now in Lovre), the priest-king (Pa tes;) who 
ruled Southern Babylonia about 3LOO U. C. His front 
dress. arms and back are 
inscriptions in horizontal 
follows :-

CQvered with exquisitely clear 
linear columns. It reads as 

"In the temple of the goo Nin-Girsu, his k!ng the 
statue of Gudea, the Patesi of Shirpurta, who the templ~ 

of Enninu has constructed: I qa of the fermented liquor, 
I qa of fuod, half a qa of .. · ·· .. · ·· ·half a qa of .. ···· ···such 
are the offerings which it institutes, As for the Patesi 
who shall revoke them, who the orders of the god 
Nin·girsu shall transgress. let the offerings instituted 
by him in the temple of the god be revoked. Let the 
commands of his mouth be annulled." 

"To the god Nin·girsu, the powerful warrior of the 
god Ellila, Gudea the architect, the Pates; or" S!lirpurla, 
the shepherd chosen by the unchangeable wil! of the 
god Girsu. regarded with favourable eyes by the 
gcx:ldess Nina, dowered with power by the god Nindara. 
-covered with renown by the goddess Rau, the 
offspring of the goddess Gutumdug, dowered with 
50vreignty and the sceptre supreme by the god Galalim, 
proclaimed afar among living creatures by the god 
Dunshaga, whose primacy ha..~ been firmly founded by 
tbe god Ningishzida, his god. After that god Ningursu 
had turned towards his cit)' a favourable gaze (and) 
Gudea had chosen as tle faithful shepherd of the country. 
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(and ) among the divisions of men had established his 
power, then he purified the city and cleansed it; he 
has laid the fo undation (of the temple) and dCjX)sited 
the foundation- cylinder. The adorers of the demons, the 
evokers of spirits, the necromancers, the phophetesses of 
divine decrees, he has ban ished frorr: the city. Whoever 
has 1I0t departed obediently, has been expelled perlorce 
by the warriors. The temple of the god Nin·girsu, in 
a ll respects ill a pure place he has constructed . No tomb 
has been destroyed. no sepulchral urn has been broken, 
no son has ill-treated his mother. The minsters , the 
judges, the doctors, the ch iefs, during the execution of 
the work have worn garmenls of. ..... during all the time 
(of its construction). io the cemetery of the city no ditch 
has been excavated; no corpse has been in ~erred. No 
Kalu has performed hi" funeral music or ulterf'rl his 
lamentations. The female mourner has not c;. used her 
lamentations to be heard . On the territory of ~hirpu rla. 

a man at variance to the place of oath (court of Justice) 
has taken no one; a brigand has entered the hc.use of 
no one. For the god Nin-girsu his king (GudeJ.) has 
made the dedicatory inscriptions ; his temple Eninnu 
which ill uminates the darkness, he has constructed and 
re-instated. III the interior his favo urite Gig unu of cedar 
wood he has constructed for him. After that the temple 
of the god Nin -girsu he has constructed, the god Nit:
girsu, the king bt:-Joved by him, frum !hc sea of the 
H ighlands (Elam) to the lower sea h ... s forcefully opened 
(the roads~ for him. In Amanaum, the mountain of 
cedars, (joists) of cedar, whose tlength) was seventy spans, 
(and joists) o f cedar, whose (length) was SO spans, (and 
joists) of box whose length was 25 spans, he has caused ~ 
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be cut: from this mountain he ha.~ caused to be brought . 
The ...... he has made. The ..... . he has made. The ..... . 
he has made. As for the etda r to form great gates, he 
has employed; with brilliant ornanlcnt he has enriched 
them and in the temple Ennlnu he has pi,i.cp.d them. 
In his sanctuary E-magh-ki-a-sig-de-da he has used 

as beans. Near the city of Ursu, in the mfmntains of 
Iblajoists of Zabunuffi treet;, of great shaku trees, of 
talubum trees, of g in tre-(:.<:. he has C'\ lI 'ed to be cut; in 
the temple of Enninu he has ca used them to be used as 
beans. From Shamanum in the mnu'ltains of Mcnua, 
irom S lIsalla, in the mountains of Martu, na;;:a\ ~tones he 
has caused to be brought; in slabs he has caused th~m to 
be cut; the Holy of Holies in the temple of Enninu he has 
eom;tructed of them. F rom T idamlffi in the mountains 
of Martu shirgal-ghabbia stones he was cau~ed to be 
conveyed: in the form of urpadda he h as caw,cd them to 

be cut ; to (receive) the bars of the gate<; in the temple he 
has arranged them. From the coun try of Kag-al-adda -ki 
in the mountains of K ima"h he: C;' U~OO copper to be 
taken, to make the arm , from which one e<;cap;:~ not he 
has employed it. From the country ()f Melughgha kala 
trees he has im ported; he has caused to he made. From 
K ilzanim he has imported, to make the arm he has 
employed. Gold-d ust from the mountain of Ghagum he 
has im ported ; for the fabrication of the arm . .. ... he has 

'utilized i t. Gold·dust from the mountain of Melughgha 
he has imported, to make- Emartu he ha<; employed it. 
Lidri he has imported. F rom the country of Gubin, the 
land of ghaluku trees, g ha\uku w('(.d he has imported j to 
make pillars he has employed it. From the counlry of 

Madga in the mountahs of the river Gurruda bitume (?) 
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he has imported; the platform of th: temple of Enninu he 
has constructed. Imghaum he has imported. From the 
mountains of Barsip nalua stones in large boats he has 
caused to be brought ; the foundation of the temple 
Enninu he has encircled with them. By anns the city of 
Anshan in the country of Elam he" has conquered; its 
spoils to the god Nin-girsu in the temple Enninu he has 
consecrated . Gudea, the Patesi of Shirpula after that the 
temple Enninu to the god Ningirsu he had constructed, 
has built an edifice: a pillared temple to Patesi fo r the 
god Nin·girsu had constructed; he has constructed for him. 
He has written there his name; he has made dedicatory 
.inscriptions. The orners of the mouth of the god 
Nin-gi rsu he has faith fuily executed . From the mountains 
of the country of Magan a hard stone he has imported. 
For him a statue he has caused it to be cut. "0 my king, 
whose temple I have built, may life be my rec0mpense." 
By this name he has named (the statue) and in the 
temple Enninu he has erected it. Gudea unto the 
statue has given command : "1"0 the statue of r:l}' king 
speak." After that the temple Enninu his fayourite 
temple I had constructed, I have remitted penalties; I 
have given presents. During seven days obeisance ha.<; 
not been exacted; the female slave has been made the 
equal of her mistress; the male slave has been made the 
equal of his master. In my city the chief of his subjects 
has been made the equal. All that i<; evil from thi;; 
temple I have removed. Over lhe commands of the 
goddess Nina and the god Nin-girsu I have carefully 
watched. A fault the rich man has not committed; all 
that he has desired the strong man has not done. The 
house where there is no son, it is its daughter who new 
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offerings has mnsecrated; for the statue of the god, before 
the mouth she has placed. Of this statue,. neither in 
silver, nor in alabaster, nor in c""pper, nor in tin, nor in 
bronze, let anyone undertake the eXecution. Let it be 
bard stone. Let a sacristy be established and of all that 
shall be brought there, let nothing be destroyed . Thl:: 
statue which is before thee, 0 god Nin-girsu, the statue or 
Gudea, the Patesi of Shirpula, who the temple Enninu of 
the god Nin-gursu has constructed, whosoever from the 
temple Enninu shall remove (Of) its inscription shall 
efface ... . . . may be become a man without a name. May 
his princely race be reduced to subjection. May this m .. n 
like every man who has acted evilly towards his chief. 
afar under the vault of the heaven in no city whatsoever 
find a habitation . Of the champion of the gods, the lord 
Nin·girsu, the greatness, may the people proclaim." 

This lengthy translation is here given to get a gHmpo,e 
01 the contemporaneous civilization. Howc\'er in the 
inscription of Hammurilbi (2250 B. C) stanardi7..cd linear 
Rabylonian script is seen. It was a <:ode of laws, difft'r· 
entiating between the intentional and non-intention"l 
injury. It has been translated thus :-2. "If a physician 
open an abscess (in another's eye) with a bronze lancet 
and destroy his eye, he shall pay silver to the extent of 
onehalf of his price." But "if a man destroy the e)'e of 
.another man, they shall destroy his eye." The original 
reads as follows :-Sum ma a-wj-Ium, j-in--mar a-wilim, 
uhtab-bi-jt i-in-su u-ha-ap-po-du. 

The deciphering of the cUntHorm has been facilitated 
by the fact that the rock inscription of Bahisturn being 
trilingual, cuneiform old Persian, Medic and Babylonian 
and the Zend language being more or less known, it gave 
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due to two other languages and revivified a long forgotten 
strange history and civilization. The B;thistan inscription 
was made by the order of Darius (522-486 B. C.) to 
glorify his new conque.~t. 

The late Babylonian and the r'\ssyrian cuneifonns 
were but the condensed and shortened form of the 
Sumerian and early Babylonian pictographs. And its 
use was very wide-spread ar,d its pre~tig:e was universal, 

even in Egypt gradually supplanting the dem0tic writing. 
The scribes versed in cuneiform ami the book-tablets in 
the same script, were everywhere. In the Td-el-Amama 
exploration nearly three Lundred tablet letters have b~n 
found, addressed to r'\menophis III from kings of Baby
lonia (Kardungyash), .'\ssyria, Mesopotamia and subject 
princes and governors in Palestine and Car~aan and all 
written in Babylonian cuneiform and language, except 
only in one, written by Dusratta or Tushratr;t king of 

:\Yitenni, whose daughter was married to Amenophis and 

which consisted of 5 12 lines of which 7 are in Babylonian 
and the rest in the strange and hitherto ullknown language 
and script of Mitanni and it has been found impossible t.o 
:lecipher it yet. All this dearly indicates the wide-spread 
influence of the Babylonian culture and the use of its 
cuneirorm syllabic signs which were nearly fi ... ·e hundred . 

Though the invention of the alphabet has been a great 
advanced step over the primit)ve and curnbf!rsome methcd 

or pieto and idc:ography thu~ facil itating the cultural 
progress by quickly recording and transmitting to the 
next generation the experience of the age, on phonetic 
principle, yet Egypt and China accumulated -a great 
literary treasure and tradition, on pictopraphk principle. 
Egypt. had according to Salvolini 300 hieroglyphic and 
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34 . alphabetic signs. Alphabetic s:gns also originated 
from pictorial s}'.ffibols. Thus, L from 'lave (lion); 1<. from 
'or' (mouth) ; A from 'ahem' (eagle) etc. 

China still uses modified pictorial >=ymbols and there is 
no alphabet in her word-formation, nor I:> there any 
-conjugation, declension, inflection and terminatiou in 
grammatical construction. Each sign represents an idea 

or an object. According to the tradition, Chinese writing 
was invented by the mythical emperor Hwang-Ie or 
Nak·hon-ti, a name almost illdentical with the Su~ian 
deity Nak-h:-.n·ti, and who is also mentioned in the same 
role of selecting for the art of writing, objects in the a ir, on 
the earth and in the world around and substituting: these 
representations for the ~notted cords, then in use. Th~ 

zodiac symbols used by the Chinese and by the Assyrians 
as seen in the boundary pillar of Nebechandnessar 

(t I So B. c.) are also identical. 
The Chi nese writing signs consist of the symbols of the 

following object ",nd irleas :-(1 ) Hsiang !ts"t~ re-present 
natural and artificial objects, <I." the heavenly bodies, 
man, animals, birds, trees, house, knife, cool..ing vessels, 
amounting to 600 characters of which 214 arc radicab 
or keys Jil.:e Egyptian dett'rminatives. (2) Chill shih 
represent suggestive ideas, as the sun in the horizon is 
meant to convey the idea of the morning, the sun 
beneath a line, e\'ening; a mouth with a line in the middle 
indicates ~peech or eating; . several strokes of brtJsh before 
a door, a crowd in the gateway; a man in water means 
swimming and there are 101 characters of this nature. 
(3) Huii represent associative ideas as the sun and the 
moon indicate light, a mouth and a bird singing, a dog 
and a mouth barking, an axe and a tree cutting, a man on 
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a cliff danger, a hami and a woman safety, an ear at a 
door listening, two hands joined cordialit)l and there are 
740 combined ideographic signs. (4) Chuan cltu are 
indicative signs, as the extended right or left hands 
indicate right or left directions and there are 372 of them. 
(5) Chia eldeh are metaphorical s:gns, as beauty is 
indicated by a woman or a bird, forgetfulness by a heart 
and death, love by a woman and a child and there are 
600 of them. (6) Hsielt. slung are the final phonograms of 
the Chinese language, which amount to nearly 20,000 to 
3CX)()O, the combination products of the picto and 
ideographs with necessary radicals and detenninative<;, 
(22 19) to convey the exact meaning and of which the 
knowledge of 5000 to 6000 is es~ential to read or write 
an ordinary newspaper or for private or business 
correspondence, 

In tht! transmission of the Chinese system of writing 
to the Japanese , there has been quite an adaptzbility, for 
the structure of the Japanese langauage is polysyllabic 
and quite unlikt! the Chinese which is monosyllabic. The 
consequence i.~ that the Japanese only adopted those 
phonetic symbols which were necessary. The Japanese 
language as spoken in ordinary use, has only five vowel 
and fifteen consonant sounds and they can not combine 
in more than seventy-five sounds and a gooo many of 
them never occur, forty-five of these syllabic signs are 
all that IS neces,c;ary to write any Ja~dnese word and' 
this abbreviated Chinese system of writing is known 
Ka-ta-ka-na. The other system used for Chinese classics, 
is known as Hi-ra-ka-na and is more complicated, 
containing nearly 300 signs and was derived from the 
cursive Chinese script. 
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It is among the Ph renician s, that we see for the 
fir st time alphabets, purely based on phonetic principle 
and to them the civilised world ()\,/ps the art of writing 

excepting in China and Jap an. In the monolythic 
sarcophagus of Eshmunazar II king of Sidon (4CO S .c.) 
though the character is entirely well-fonnell phoenic ia n, 
the desig n of the statue is Egyptian in all det;t ils, thus 
indica ti ng the close relat ion to the Egyptians and the 
Phoenicians, if not also in their origin. T he l\lesha 
inSCl iption (now in Louvre) is t llc olJest yet fou nd of 
the Phccnidan writin g. It is of the nimh cp.n tury S.c. 
T he di stinguisbed paleograph ist .. like Buhl er an,l W~her 
li nd a very strikin g resemblance between the alphabets 
of thi s i n~cription and that of the Pepe vases of the 
S akya tope . In the iVloabite stOlle there are thirty_four 
sentenct's, written from right to left like the Arabic 
and the words are se parated by dofs and the sentcnceF 
by short ve r tical lines (dhari) a<; ill S.1.n~crit ami Hin di 
lan guage$. T hat the Sanscrit u"~,1 to be writte n from 
left to right and the Phu::nician from ri~hl to left i~ not of 

fundamental importance. For we kn ow that the Greeks 
ha rrowed the aJphahtl from the I'IJ(xnicians, \\·ho accord

ing 10 Herodotu$ !>cltJed in Cuct ia and introduced the 
art of writing: a ud for a long time even in Greece itself 
their alphabets were known as 'PIIOI:!!.-i" grammflta,' 

that is, Pho;niciall leiters. And in the beginning the 
Greeks u"ed to ""file frc-m right to left as is exemplified 
by . the archaic in scr iption~ in the buried tombs of 
Thera and a li tt le later alternatt.'y right to left and left 
to right and whi :h the:, called 'B ous{yoplu:don' turning 

like oxen in plowing. 
The Phcenicians we: e a trading people and ",ere 
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the greatest navigators of their tilr·e. They sailed on 

every sea and established colonies and trading stations 
in every land known in those ancient days. However 
Phcenicia was not a powerful milituy state. It mainly 
consi-;ted of pr osperou5 cit), republi·.'s on the fringe ()i 
the rocky littoral of I.he r ... ferliterranean and in stress of 
necessity they simply form ed r:oalition for offensive and 
defensive purposes. Their wealth was due to their 

commel ce. They were the. carr iers of merchandise o( 

all nations. Their posi lion b almost analogous to lhat 
of England for tho! la::;t two or three centur ies . T heir 
power, prestige anri wt!alth flin nnt lie in conquests but 
in the monopoly of the va st ~nd exp::lnsh'e empire of 

the sea which touched on everr land. Arvad hrst grew 
in importanct: as a sea-port for e"portal io n 0; Ihe t.:ere .. ls 

nf th..: fe rtile Hillile empire in e"chang:e for the v:Hit'd 
IIlerrhandi<:c of Cyprus, Egypt lnd Asi;\ r,1inar. But with 

lhe f"xpansion of COlllmerce B~'hlo 'l b ecame lhe lir ~ t city 
of thc Mediterraneau. Tbe origin of this holy city is 

shruuJ';Ij in the mists of antiquity. TI le A s~yria n name 
o( it \\3!- Gubal, like the Arabic c\esi~nation Djt:bai l, 
wllich mealls tht' city ollhe mountail) Cn; and th e (jreek~ 
called it Tripolis amI which was vulgarist.:d in later time 
as Tarabulos. n .... LJos is Il()ary ;md \'cnCT.'Ible with ~ge_ 
Its ancientness can be easily judged by the sanctity 
with which iL ".l ~ held by the PhtCllid;>,.ns. It was at 
Ryhlos the ' Iany' Baalat r~ignerl , tlle Godoie., .. who g:lvc 
birth to God Tammur, the Greek Adonis who dies and 
is reborn every rear as the symbol of nature which is in 
per petual process of deat:l "lid n:-iJirlh. However 
hardly au)thing remains oi its predouh :,lonUmen~$ 

which have been all destroyed by the fanatical Christian 
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priests, except the necropolis which was curved out in 
the ~olid rock. 

But Byblos was found too small for the growing 
commerce. Then Beeroth (Beirut) the Beryte of the 
Greeks became the centre 01 the sea-borne trade. 
Beeroth (fountain) in its place also proved insufficient. 
Then grew the powe rful S idon (Seida) "The mother of 
Tyre and ."rad" as one insc rip tion said. And the 
daughter soon succeeded the mother, but she was 
!Called the Poleo· Tyr (Old Tyr~1 by lh~ Greeks. 

However like England Sidon and Tyr(' were hut 
Gt1tpost" of her va !'t marit ine empire. PhH~nician s colo
nised, fortified and establishcll traIling stations at 
every st rah:gic point. Finding the importance of Bos
phorus, they built a forks,; on its :;horc a ll d called it 
Kalta or Karta, the r,a lkl!odon of the Greek..; and tIle 
modern Chalc-edoine. In lh~ centre of the !\Iediter ra. 
nea n they sei~erl the isLtnd of Malta and nn the favnur_ 
able promont ory built the !.:it)' of Carthage, tbe true 
daughter of "fpe, who soon surpassed hel !'lOlher in 
opule nce, po ..... (: r and inn ut ll ce. On the Medilerrallt:au 
littoral on t hp. European ~ ide lhe), founded many bu<: i_ 
ness centres, e~pec ia ll y Mals.el (the Gocl' ~ port ) due 
to its beautiful natural harbor and advanlageous situa
tion, the present Marseille. 

The rhrenicians bad also a large fl eet on the Red 
Sea and Ihey had not onl y opened. ports on the :\rabian 
and Persian coast", but .. 1<:0 on the Euphrates the 
Tigris (they wefe separated from each other in andent 
time by nearly 30 miles and they have been but recently 
united owing to the retirement of the sea more than 
thirty two miles due to alluvial deposits)) the Indus 
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(Abhira), Malabar coast (Mu5iris), Tamb~apal1ni (Ceylon) 
and even up to Borneo where recently (at Rejang) many 
Phoenician inscriptions have been discovered, dating 
as fa r b<lck as twenty three centurie~. The intercourse 
of Phoen icia is more concl usive. There are orientalists 
who believe that Ophir mentioned in the Bible, meant 
In dia.* Ho,wever if this is a contro vers ia l point, it 
is certaiu that when Solomon built his temple in the 
year 1014 B.C. he employed Phoen ician navigator 
Hiram who brou~ht lor him 'ivory and ap~s and 
peacock ~'.t Now not oni_v these were hdigenous to 
India, but the Hebrew :lames mentioned fN the m are 
decide dly In dian in ougin. Thus the Hebrew word 
employed lor ape is ' Kapil' which is from Sanscrit 
'kopi' ; for ivory 'harnoth_sheng' which is from S an scrit 
'ibha' ; for peacock 'tukhin' from Malyalam or Tamil 
'lagai'. 

The Phu:nicians also c;rccmnavigated the African 
coasts and estahlished lIl;tny sta ti ons, thus prec-eding 
Vasco de G;tm3 by more than twenty centuries. On 
the other hand crossing the 'Gate of Hercules' (Streight 
of Gibraltul . they made a port of {jade!> (Cadiz) and 
ventur ed further into lhe 'dark sea' in search of lin 
wh ich was in great demand at that lime in Egypt, 
Assyria, Greer:e, Persia an(1 India for making bronze 
to manufacture arrn !>, vases and statuaric~ and which 
they found and mined in Devonshire and Cornwa! in 
England . The ancient name of the tin , Assyrian 'Kasa-

• G. Oppert : Tharshish und Ophir, Zeitschtift fur Ethnolgie. 
1903. Weber' Indische Skizzen. 

t I. Kings X. 22. 
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zatirra' Greek 'kassiteros,' Arab 'gazdir' and Sanscrit 
'kastira' have been all derived from the Phcenidan 
'Kasatira.' According to Reclus· the Phcenidans had 
the following trading stations ;-1. Rhodes; 2. Chal· 
cedoine (on the Bosphorusl; 3. Thasos (in the Greek 

archeplego for gold mines); 4. Malta; S. Sicily; 6. 
Sardinia; 7. ' Marseilles; 8. Pityuses (Gibraltar); 9. 
Gadez (Cadiz); 10. UticA and Carthage; II. Cassite_ 

rite Islands (SciJIy) and tin min es .01 Cornwall and 
Devonshire; 12. On the coast of Ambre and Thule 

(Shetlands); 13, Promontory of Solceis lCape Cantin 
in lIfaracco); '4. Cerne ,Rio de Oro) allJ colonisation 
of Hanno; IS . Sherbrook Sounn (S ierra Leone about 
600 B. C.) 16. Ezeongeber (Suez ) ; 17. Cape 01 Aromates 
(Cape Guardifial; 18, Sofala and the interior gold 
mines (East Africa); Ig. Peri pie de Nechao (Sou th 
we5t Africa 1) ; ZOo Tylos (011 the Euphrites); 31. 

Bahrein (on the Arabian coast on the Persian Gulf) J 

22. IV. 1~, Hadramaut (South Arabia after the name 
of the daring mariner who dared to navig-ate the 

Arabian Sea directly in order to come to the Malabar 
coa~t during the Monsoon instead of s low sailing 
through the coast) j 2J. Abhira (on the Indus); 24-
Musiris (on the SC"luthern Malabar Coast) ; 2,';. Rejang 

in Borneo. 
Phcenicians had two kinds of letters, Sidon ian and 

Tyrian, but they were but slight variations of the same 
c haracters. It is well known how the Roma.n letters 
have evolved out of the Greek "tphabets. The word 
alphabet is after the Greeks first two characters, alpha 

• Elisee Reclus: L'Homme et la TerTe, Vol. II . P. 55. 
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and beta. Yet the Greek, Hebrew and the Arab~c are 
not only less variants than the Greek and the Roman 

but they have almost the same identical alphabetic 
sound, and the phonetic value. 

Pha::nician alphabet with phonetic value :-Aleph 
{ahl, beth (b) , gimel (g), daleh (d ', he (II), Vau (v). 
Zayin (z ), cheth (ch), teth (tl, yod (y), kaph \k) , lamed 
(I), mem (m), nun (n), samekh (5), ay !n (a), pe (p), tsade 
(ts), qoph (q), resh (r) , shin (sh), and tau { ~). 

Greek :-Alph (ah), bela (b), gamma (g), delta (d), 
~psi1on (el, zeta (1.), e ta (a), theta (tll \ iota 0), kapp'l. 
(k), lambda (I) , roo (m" nu (n ). xi (ksl, omicron (0), pi 
(pl, rho (rl, sigma ( 5), tau (t), up silon (u), phi ((), chi (k), 
psi Ips), an d omega (0), 

Hebrew :-Aloph (ah), beth (h), gimel (g), Jaleh (d), 

he (h), vau (w), 7.ayin (z), chelh (k), teth (t l. yod (y" 
caph (k), lamedh -I), mem (10). nun (n), samekh tsl, 
ayin (a), pe (p), sadhe (ts), qoph- (q), re sh (r), sin (5) , 

~hin (s h), and tav (t). 

Arabic :-Alif (all), ba (b\ 180 (tl, lha (th), jim {j!. 
ha (h), kha (khl, dal (d), ra (r), zay (z), sin (s), shin (sh), 
sad (s), dad (d), ta (t) , 1.3 (z), ain (a), ghain (k), fa (f), 

qaf (q), kaf (k), lam (I), miln (m), nun (n), ha (h), waw 

(w), and ya (y). 
Sanserit ;-A (like au il1 naughty), ah (as a in father ). 

rhashya ee (short I as in thin), dheerga ee (long ee)', 
rhashya u (short u as in German or Spanish U or 
French ou), dheergha u (long u). a (as a in animal), at 
(as oi in oil), 0 (as a b note), ou (as ou in house) ri 
(as ri in Critian), rhi (as ri in Spanish rifar) anusvara' 

·(as ong in French ongle), bisharga (wa); Ka (k), kha 
tkh), ga (g), gha (gh), uma (as ng in French langlle) 
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cha (as in Spanish ch or ch in church) sa (5), ja (j), jha 
(jh),' nia (a variant of uma), *(dentales) ta (tl, tha (th), 

.da (d ), dha (dh), na (n), tha (tha), lha (aspirita), dha 
(dha) dha (media aspiratal, na (nas alis n variant" pa (pl, 
pha (ph) ? ba (b), blla (bh), rna (m),)'a lY), ra (r), 130 (I), 
\Va (w), sa (5), Sna (sh), sa (5), ha (h), ska {ska). 

1.'he Sanscrit character as it is known to.day, has 

been greatly mollified, The word Sanscrit itself means 

purified, The vowels and the consonants have been 

"eparated. And it has atta ined a phonetic richness, 
which is a lmost amounting to perfccl; on , ;'\nd it was 

h {'k in g in it, as we have showu in the Pepe " uscs in 

the Sakya tope. It is now well kllo\\'t\ and admitted 

that the numerical figu res, f, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 
9,0, developed in India independently, out of the 

.l>horten ing of the cursive li nes, wbkh were used in 
primitive times and if il is known as tile Arabic 

Numerals, it i~ hecau"e, it was introduced int() Eurnpe 
from th e transiation of an Arabic work of :\I ·I(I.olI'ar-
azam i, by Leonardo of 
and frotTI which Europo:: 

KholVarzami, that i;; the 
~u rname of Abu Jafar 

wrote his famous book 

Pisa in 1 202 r\ D illlO Lalin 

got its kno\\'l o::dge. But At~ 

nalive of Khwaraz,n tKhiva\ 

~f ol,ammeJ ben Mu~.1 , who 
in the latter part of the n inth 

('cntury, on arithmetic, that is the art of computing 
with figures kn own as Arabic nota lioll , in whic:' espe· 
dally the value of '5lfr' (ci pher thal is zero) was em· 
phas ized, learn t and IJOr! (lwed it from India where it 
was long kn own before him and developed out of 
astronomical calculation. and .computation as well 

• Dentales modificate~. 
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as the aft of measurement (geometry) from sacrifical 
altars.* 

- ( I ) In the Black Yajus Veda VII. 2. 11 ·20, in Ihe horse 
sacrifice the number is invoked thus, clearly showing that Ihe 
value of zero was tenfold 10 Ihe number it w;;s added :-
Vii. 2. II. 

. To one hail! To two hail! T o three hail ! To four hail ! 
T o five hail ! To six hail! To seven hail ! To eight hail! 
To nine hail ! T o tcn hail! To eleven ha il! To tweh'e hail! 
To thirteen hail! To fourteen hail ! To fifteen hail! 
To sixteen hail! To seventeen hail! To eighteen hail ! 
To ninetttn hail! To tw~nty.nine hail' To thirty-nine hail! 
To forty-nine hail! To fifty·nine hail! Tn sixty.nine hail ! 
To se'lenty·nine hail! To e:ghty nine hail ! To ninety-nine hail! 
To a hundred h;lIi! To two hundred hail! To all hail ! 

Vii. 2. 1.3. 
To two hail! To lou r hail! To six hail ! To eignt hail! 
To ten hail! To twelve hail! To fourt een hail! To sixteen hail! 
To eighteen hail! To twenty hail! To ninety-eight hail! 
To a hundred hail! To all hail! 

Vii. 2. 15. 
To five hail ! To ten hail! T o fifleen hail! 
To ninety-five hail! To a hundred h.1il! 

Vii. 2. '7. 

To twenty nail ! 
To all hail! 

To ten hail! T o twenty hail! To thirty hail! To ·'orty hail! 
To fifty hail! To sixty hail! T o seventy hail! To eighty hail! 
To ninety hail! To a hundred hail! To all hail ! 

Vii. 2 18. 

To twenty hail! To forly h",il! To si:dy hail, To eighty hail ! 
To a hundred bail! To all hail! 

Vii. 2.19 
To fifty hail! To a hundred hail! To two hundred hail! 
To three hundred hail! To four hundred haill 
To fi'le hundred hail! To six hundred hail! 
To seven hundred bail! To eight hundred hail! 
To nine hundred hail! To a thousand hail! To aU hail, 



A STUDY IN HINDU SOCIAL POLITY 18S 

(I) Perhaps it was brought by the Indian embassy 
to Bagdad in 773 A. D. with the astronomical tables. 
The use of numerals in India is seen as far back as 
the third century B. C. as found in the Nana Ghat 
inscription s,* In the cave insc riptions of the first 
century A. D. a further evolution of these numerals 
is seen.t And a little later Brahm i (div ine ) numerals 
s imilar to Devanagari ,'C'haracler of the gods) with 
zero is ob~erved in the in scriptions and in the sixth 
century A.D. the Hindi Mathematicia <ls wrote learned 
discou rses showi ng the function IV. 2 0 a lld the utility 
of ze ro in arithmetical notations. The Gre~ks de
signated numeral s by alphabetica l ~ igns. T hus alpha 
stood for I, beta Cor z, gema for 3, iota ft1r ro, rho for 
100, sigma for 200 , tau for 300, phi for 500, alpoa with 
a stroke behind for 1000, beta with a stroke b~hind for 
1,000,000, The Roman numerals are well known , 

----
Vii. 2. 2~. 

T o a hundred hail! To a thousa nd hail! To ten thOUS.1U'! hail! 
T o a h und~ed thousand hai]! To tl:n hundred t hou~and hail! 
To ten In illion hai l ! To a hundred million hall! 
To a thousand million hail! To a hundred thousiiOu million hail! 
To ten h,mdred thous.1nd million hail ~ To d"wn h.1 il, 
To the dawning hail' T o him that will r ise hail I 
T o the risen hail! To heaven hail! To the wo~ld hail! 
To all hail! 

From Ihis it is manifest that not Oll' y the value of zero, but a lso 
multiplication, division and country '!. grea t number w.as known 
10 the Vedic Rishis • 

• E. C. Bayley: Journa: Royal As iatic Society I I!~h . 

t Burnell: South Indiao Paleography. 



J86 A STUDY IN HINDU SOCt;\L POLITY 

They used vertical strokes, I, II, III, for 1,2,3, like the 
Grc!eks before the time of Solon , and the rest by addi
tions and subst racticns and after the first letter of the 
number and thus C stood for centum (hundred), 1\1 for 
milli (thousand). The Ph oenicia n nu meral symbo l were 
like the Egyptian hieroglyphics. S hort vertical strokes 
upto 9 meant that number . Ten they designated by a 
pictograph of a bent finger, espf!cia lly the thumb, which 
prov es that nnmher wa~ in the beginning counted pri
marily on the finger ends, as it is even the cu~tom 

among savages. For twen!y they ha d two signs (or 

bent finger and so up to ninet y. For tOO they had a 
sign lik e a fi sh ing hOClk. For I ,()()(I they had another 
symbol; for 100,000 a frog , for a million , a wonder or 
a~tonishment sign , a lIlan with arms stretched Qut irl 
ailmi rallon. The Arab numerals known as 'Ghobar' 
meaning: sand, in dicat ing perhaps that the sallJ_tablets 
were u~ed for calcul ations, aTe very s imilar to the 
llhami numerals of In dia . An(1 'l.S the Bhrami numeral 
is anteri(lf to t llc Arabic by many centuries and both 
the nU rP.crals arc vcry sim ilar, it is logical to con dude 
th?t Arabia rereiverl them from InJia. 

However it Illay he po.£siblc that India owes her sys 
tem of division of lime and value to foreign influences. 
For we, not only find day divided into sixty divisions 
(dhanda ), and each 'dhanda' into s ixty ' mahurtiJa 
(moments) and each 'mahurtha' iot:) sixty ' pals' and 
each 'pal' divided into s ixty 'hi pals', which was. the
Assysia n custom, but we also find 'mina' mentioned in 
Rig Veda* as a standard of value. ' r-.Hna was an Assy-
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dan coin, equivalent to So shekels of silver or gord~ 
Among the Greeks ~mna' was worth '00 dracnmae~ 

There is nothing astonishing in it. While the Aryan 
tribes were nomadic and pastoral in habits, the Egyp
tian and the Assyrian civilisations were already vene.
rable and an~ient. 

We find that th'e Dravidian!; used decimal method. 
Thus in Tamil, the expres:.ion for twenty is 'iru-badu' 
which virtually means two ten,;, from 'iru' (tIVO), 'patu" 
(ten). But the division of the year was duodecimal 
and the year was divided into twelve month" and the 
fir st month of the ,·ear was called 'Baisaka' :tfter 'Drisha' 
(Taurus) a!; the su n was at the taurus in the ver nal 

equinox which \\'a<; in 4700 B.C. Tlti,; \\'11.5 praclically 
the Akkadian custom. 

This Akkadian civilisatio n dates back to 7000 B. C. 
and is as old as Egypt, if not olde r. \Ve have sholV n 
in the inscription uf Gudea, tlw Sumerian Pates!, the 
power, inlluence, and culture of ti,,,: r.lce. The ancit'nt 
capital of Akkad was ca lled Ashar, Au shar O( Ashuf, 
meaning watered plain . \Vhen Sa ragan I (3So~ R.C.) 
the Assyrian chieftain and warrior conquered the :\kka~ 
dian s, he removed the ca pital to Agame or Agade. 
Nineveh (the Mir.nty) was yet unknown and was but 
an insignificant collection of fi shermen's primit ive huts 
on the swift_flowing Tigris . But the As~yrians rega rd. 
ed the Akkadians witl. great respect, and borrowed 
culture from them as did i1 much later time the 
Roman !\ from the Greeks . .They· studied their language
as a c1assi..:, as we .'i tudy Sanskrit. In the Ninevite 
remains we find that Saragon established one of his 
greatest libraries at Ag~de, and it consisted primarily 
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.of famous Akkadian and Sumerian works witt. transla. 
tion in Assyrian. The works were inscribed on clay 
tablets, the translation being either in the alternate line 
·0'· the original in one column and the translation in the 
opposite column. And to facilitate learning vocabularies 
were compiled giving the Akkadian word and its equi
valent in the Assyrian. A great prominence was given 
to an astronomical work, known as 'The observations of 
Bel' wh ich consisted of seventy two books. Berossus 
the priest aston orner of Bel at Babylon translated this 
great ancient masterpiece into Greek in 2.50 B.C. and 
compiled also in three bO'Jks the history (If his country 
with documentary evidence. Unfortunately tl.ey are all 
lost now exeeFt a few extracts, quoted by Josephus and 
Eusebius. Another intp:n~ '>ting compilation was a r.ol
lectioll of the sacred books 01 the Sumerian.i in two 
hundred tablets. It not only contained the magic 
formulas and incantations but also their religious out_ 
look of life and philosophical speculations. It shoald 
be remembered that the Accadians had Ziggurates, the 
temple observatories for astronomical observations and 
.astrological studies. And the fame of Chaldean ,\isdom 
and power of divination was far and wide and lasted 
for a long time. The Sumerians had also seminaries for 
"priests and seats of learning for scribes and magnificent 
libraries as at Erech which means 'City of Dooks.' 

In one of his proclamation inscription Saragon the 
great patron of learning, father of 'Naram_Sin, king of 
four races, conqueror of Apirak and Magan and king of 
Four Regions,' says :-

"Forty-five years the kingdom I have ruled and the 
black Akkadian race I have governed. In multitude of 
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bronze chariuts [ rode over rugged lands. Three times 
to tile coast of th e Per'iian sea I aclvan('ed. The 
countries of the Sea of the sp.tting sun I cros~ed. In 
the third year of the setting ~un my hantl r.onquered. 
Under one command, I caused them to be on ly fixed." 

H ere he ca ll s the Accaclians black . We have 
shown before that the Akkadians and the Dravidians 
were the same people be.long ing to the Turanian race. 

The question is now whether th e Drav idians 
brought with them the rudiments of alphabet from their 
Akkadian home and devel oped them indep;:nr'lently in 

India or learnt from the Pha:nicians at a much later 

period r 
The only al phabet used in northern India, ~ i milar to 

that of the Iranian!> was Kharoshti . It was introdnced 
into In dia by the 'Darius' conquest and was partly 
modified by loca l e ll vironment. It is a very s irnilar to 
that used by Darius the Great in bis famuus and magn i
fi cent in scription at B:\hi~ tun i'1 which he SolY" ;-"1 
am D!lTieiro'<. the great king, the king cf k i llg-~, the 
king of I ran, the king of nations. There art! eight tJt 
my races who have been kings before me. I am the 
nin th. In a double lin e ,,·e ha.ve been k ing~ . " 11 \Vas the 
script during the Achemenes dynasty as it is test ified ' 
by the in scrip tions of Persepoli". It was dp.rivali ve of 

. the Babylonian cuneiform. We find that only in the 
Asoka Edict of Kapur di girL But at that ti me, Brahmi' 
lipi was well known, as we !lee in the inscription of the 
vases of the Sakya tope, which ;, much older and which 
reads :-" 1 (ya)m sal (i) lanidhane Budhdsa bh(a)g(a)v 
(a)te sak tiya)n(a)m Sukitibh(al-tin (a)m s(a)bh(a)ginlk 

(a)n(a)m s(a) put (a)d(a)l (a)n(a)m." (This casket of 
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·celics of blessed Buddha is the pious foundation of the 
Sakayas, their brothers and their sisters together _ with 

·their children and wives). 
This old Iranian cuneiform script was replaced by 

<ireek with the conquest of the country by Alexander 
about 3:14 B. C. But with the overthrow of the Helle~ 

oic supremacy by the Arsachids, the Pahlevi script 
was introduced and under the Sa"sanian kings, it 

·becam e the official script and language. Pahle"i was 
the Persian form of expression for 'Parthavi' the Ian. 

gnage of the Parthivans (Parthians). According to 
tradition it is sa id that there was an original copy of 
Avesta (Divine Law) in a Median character invented 
by S pitama (the most beneficent) Zarathust ra (Zoroaster) 
himself, written on twelve thousand cow-hides with 
a golden ink and hound together by heavy gold_bands 
:lnd this was destroyed with the hurning of the pillace 

.()f Perscpolis and which was set un fire by Alexant.ler 
in a frenzy of zealousy by an .let of one of Ms mis
tresses. Whatever fragments of the various nesks 
Wf'..re in the hanel" of the Mazdean prie<;ts, and thus 
escaped the ravages of I~ka nder (Alexander) or were 
preserved by oral tradition, were gathered together 
under the patronage of king Vologases the last of the 
Arascids ahout 225 A. D. According to a proclama~ 

tion ::l:scribed to Kho.c;rab Anosharvan (53'·519) ~he. 

compilation of the remnant~ of thf" Avesta was under_ 
taken by the orde.r of the last king of the Arsacides 
Vologases (Valkash) and wa!! finished under Shapur U. 
(301)-3S0~. However the first Sassanian king · Ardeshir 
Babagan raised the Mazdean Church from the humi_ 

liating position into which the Greek invasion had 



A STUDY IN HIND U SOCIAL POUTY 191 

made it sink nnd made it :'I.gain the state religion . 
But it was Adarbad Muraspand who revised the 

Avesta and Shapur t309-3S0) issue.-l a proclamation 
thus : ...:..."Now that we have recognised the Law of the 

world here helow, they shall not 1!.lIow the infidelity 
of anyone whatever, a<; I shall try that it may be so." 

The text was written in original Avestan lan guage, 
very akin to Vedic Sdns("r it , both h1!.ving originated 
from the same ancestral speech. hul in Pahle\'i script. 
The commentaries of the text, however were hoth in 
Pahlevi 11I nguagp. and charllctN. \V IHlt iJ: kn own as 
the Zend alphabet was the fur ther evolution of the 
Pahlev i letters, a nd not the Avesta n script it might 
have been origi nally wriHen in. 

Even in the A\'c~tan text t h~re are evi (len t interpn
lations, as the two fo ll owi ng quotat ions ,\.i\1 J:how : oop. 

showin g th e pathos and misery of the !<Iavery, which 
must have hee o c:>: perien ,ed uoder the Greek dom ina
ti on and another polemiC ag;tinst the teach ing of 

Buddhism, which \,·as making headway in km :'>!HI \Va-; 

supplant ing Zoraslera nism and th e Buddhists were 
called Ashcmaoga (di;;ciple<; or follolVPTS of Sa kya 
Muni). 

"0 Maker of the material world, thou Holy One, 
which is the fifth pl ace where the Earth feel s sorest 

_grief? .. \hura Mar.(la a n s\\"~rcd; It is the place 
whereon the wife and chilrlren Qf one of the faithful, 
o Spitama Zauthustra , are cl riven along the way or 
captivity, the dry, the dusty way and lift up a voice of 

wailing:' Vendidad HI. II. . 
"Verily 1 say unto thee , 0 Spilama Zarathu5tra, 

tbe man who has a wife is far above him who begets no 
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sons; he who keeps a hou se is far above him who has
nO,ne ; he who has riches is far above him who has
nQne. And of two men, he wbo fills himself with meat. 
is filled with good spirit much more than he whn does 
Dot do so; the later is all hut dead; the former is 
above him by the worth of an 'asper.ana' (a dirhem:, 
by the worth of a sheep, by the worth of an ox, by 
the worth of a man . It is this man that can strive 
against the onsets of 'asto-viJhotu' ; that can strive 
against the self-moving arrow; that can s trive against 
the win ter fiend, with thinnest garment on ; that can 
strive against the wicked tyrant and smite him on the 
head; it is this man that can str ive altainst the ungodly 
Ashemaogha wh o does not eat." Vendidad.1V.47-49. 

"How many are the sins that men commit and that 
being committed and not confessed, nor atoned for , 
make their committer a Peshotanu r Ahura Mazda 
answered : There are five such sins, 0 holy Zara
thustra. It is the first of the sin s men commit when 
a man teaches one of the faithful a foreign, wrong c,1eed, 
a foreign, wrong law." Vendidad XV. 1-2. 

"Who was the first Priest, the first \Varrior, the 
lirst Plowgher of the ground; who fi rst tool, the turn
i~ of the wheel from the hands of the Daeva." Far
vardin Va st XXIV. 89. 

" 'Turning of the wheel' means the wheel of sover· 
eignty, a typical Buddhist expression ." 

Pahlevi was ::1. cursive ~cript, evolved out of the 
Ararnean. a ~hort hand commercial writing then pre
valent in Mesopotamia, a daughter of the Phoenician. 

Kharoslhi , a script of commercial intercourse :in 
Northern India (Gandhara), Bactria , and Khotan Daria 
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al.o<o was derh'ed from Aramean and was modified to 

Sanskrit pho~etic5, It was possibly introduced by the 

Achzmenian conquest of Gandbara in t[,e fifth century 

13. C. According to the Buddhist tradition, Kharosthi 
\\'a~ invented by a man named Kharostha (A" s.lip). 

But there are others who think that it might have been 
~i l1lply the" transliteration of the Ararnic '''arut/ha' = 
f'!l!f:ra\'illg, writing. 

The 11istory of Brahmi_lipi lIas a more ancient his

t OJ \". P ,lOini !)50 B. ('.) the celr.:bratcd grammarian 
Illen!ion~ 'ya,II1111inl' the \\Tiling- of the Yay.tnas 

(Iolle;. ns). thu!- inJicat ing tl1at in hi.~ time the people 

11 0\ only knt:w tilt' art of wrilin}!. hul al~o thl'" ~c:ripts 

"f rlistant countries. 'Panilli'.\"' '[)h,ullpatlI4' gives for 
tlte: verb 'ljkh' t ll(' meaning 'ah".lTiI\"inyasa' = arranging 
letters or syllable!;, which pnwt'!' unmistakably that 
lIle Ruddllistic and ]aina Pali sacred Books are much 
o),Jer, where tl'e express ion 'Iikll<'lm chindati' _ scrat
dlC~ writing, b u~ed an d the word 'akkhara' means 

·i!ld~lihle ' whir-I! r:an not be effarerl, that is, scratchetl 

0)) the palln·leaf, wooden hoard or clay t.'1blet. 
In the \,inilya Pita"a it is found that if one 'cuts' 

(r:hindali , an :n~cription .Iekhaml to this effect, 'He 
11"/10 dies it: thjs m.anner, "I.piIl obtain ?oeolth, 0" 

>,·;1/ ob/aill 1,lm." or will go to hmvt ll,' (the cutter) is 

guilt}' of a Dukkata (dushkrita) sin for each single letter 
\akkharakkhara~ a). (If any hod~') sees the inscription 

and forms the painful re!lolution tu die, (the engraver 

will be guilt):\ of a Thullaccaya (sthul1tyay) sin; fm 
case the r~ader ~c~ually) cl:es, I,t he engraver will be 
guilty) of a Parajika offence-.' 

In the Katahaka Jataka there is an amusing story, 

'3 
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how a slave forging a letter of his master, married the 
daughter of his friend and came in possession of 

wealth: 

"He (Katahaka) who performed in the Sheth's house 
the work of a store~keeper thought, 'These people shan't 
make me always do the work of a store·keeper and 
treat me as a s lave, striking, imprisoning and branding 
me, if they find fault with m':'. In a neighbouring 
kiogdom there is a S het h, a friend of our Sheth. If I 
take him a le tter (lekha) written in our Sheth's name, 
and if I go to him and say that I am the Sheth's son, 
I may deceive him , obtain hi~ daughter and live com· 
fortably.' He h im~e1f took a leaf (panna), wrote as 
follow s., ' I have sent my son N. N. to thee; mutual 

connection by marriage is suit ahle for us ; gi ve, there
fore , t h~· daughter t t) this boy and let him live there; 
when I have tim e, I wil l also cIJme ,' and he se .. lt!J the 
letter with tilt': S heth's seal. Th~n he took money for 
the journey, perfumes, clothes 'Iud so fo rth acccrding 
to his pleasure, travt!lled to the neighbouring kingdom 
and stood before the Sheth there, respectfully saluting 
bim. Then the S heth asked hi m, 'Friend, whence hast 
thou come? 'From Benares.' ·Whose son art thou ?' 
'The Benares Sheth' s.' 'For what purpose hast thou 
come ?' Thereupon Katahaka handed over the letter, 
saying. 'You will know it when you have read tliis.'. 
The Sheth read the letter, and exclaiming, 'Now I live 
indeed!' he gave him joyfully his daughter and es~ 

tablished him there.· .. 

" FaU5bOU: Jatakas, Vol. I. P. 451. 
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It certainly must have taken centuries, if not longer 
to make the writing so popular that even a slave knew 
the art of writing. It is mentioned in (he Lalitavistara 
that when young Shidartha, the futufe Buddha, went to 
the Brahman school-master Visvamitra 'with a golden 
.pencil and tablet (phalaka) of red sandal wood' he 
learnt at once the sixty·four alphabets of which are 
-enumerated at least three of the characters of 'the 
writing of the Dravidian cO'lntry'. As Lalitavistara 
waS translated into Chinese in 308 A.D. the book could 
not have been composed later than thto tllird century 
A.D. How many centuries must it have taken to 
develop an independent character of the deviation of 
the Brahmi·lipi? In the Asoka edicts and inscr iptions, 
the scripts afe so varied and es pecially in the Bhatti_ 
prolu relic caskets, the deviations are so great as to 
form almost independent alphabets, that it ind;"putably 
proves the great antiquity of the Brahmi·l ipi. 

In the Kautiliya-Arthas .... astra, which is attrihuted to 
Vishnugupta who is better known to the public as 
CMnakya and who according to the tradition overthrcw 
the Nanda dynasty and placed Chanrlragupta on the 
throne which is about 32 I B.C., the entire tenth chapter 
()f the second book is devoted to 'The procedure of 
forming Royal Writs'. And in this we find the follow
ing·instructions; 
. "(Teachers) say that 'sdso:Jna" command (is appli_ 
cable only to) royal writ!i (slsana). \Vrits are of great 
1mportan«: to kings inasmuch as ~reaties and ultimata 
leading to war depend upon writs. Hence one who is 
possessed of ministerial qualifications, acquainted with all 
kinds of customs, smart in composition, good in Ic:gih1e 
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writing and sharp in reading shall be appointed as ~ 

writer (lekhaka) ......... Arrangement of subject-matter 
(arthakrama), relevancy (~ambandha), completenes~ , 

~weetlless , dignity and lucidity are the necessary 

(Juaiilie!> of a wriL TI](~ act of mentioning facts in the 
order of their importan.-:e is arrangemenL \Vhen sub

se(Juent fact s are not con tradictory to facts just ur pre

viously mentioned and so on till the completion of the 
letter , it is t ermed releva ncy, A,'oi dance of H'dundancy 

or deficiency in word" or letters; impres!-i\'e description 
of subj ect matter by cihng reasons, exa mples and iIlt:s., 

trations ; and the use of rtppropriate and :, uitabi~' st rong 
words (as",:1ntapada) b com plet ene~s . The de~cription 

in exquisite style of a good purpo,>e with a pleasing 

effect is sweetne,;s. The use of word,; othe r than col1~ 

f]uial (agramya) i~ dignit ,\" The use of 'veil-known 

wordll i!l luc idity. The alphahetical lettcr~ hegirming 
with Akara are sixty·three," 

To .Ievelop 63 alpllabets out of crude and primitive 
Ph~nician 22 characters must have a IOllg ante_ 

cendent history, requiring !len-ice of ge nerations of 
master grammarians and phc.cniticisrs, Ph onetically 

the Sanskrit letter is a lmost perfect. The following 

i!\ the catalogue of the Sanskrit characte r which has 
been derived from the Hrahmi and encl osed within 

the bracket are tllf)sC which a re nv! found in It:e' 
Ph~nician , 

Ten s imple vowel~; :1, (:1), (i l, (I), (u" 1(11, (r'j, (r'J, 

(I). (I'). 

Four diphthongs : c, (Ii). (6:, (ou), 
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T hirty.three consonants ; 

guttural ; k, kha , g, gh, (ii I ; 

palatal : c, (ch), j, d hl, (n') ; 

lingual ; (t\ th ,. (d', dil, II ; 

dental: (t), (Ih \, (d), (d h), (Ii 

labial : p, (ph ), h, (bh\, III 

fou r semi-vo wels : y, r, I, v ; 

Three !'ibilants: palatal !': linguil l ("h\ and 
dt:f1tal (sl ; 

A !'oft aspirate: h; 
Spiral : visharga ; 
Nasal sounds : anusvaram , Jivhamulam 
Yamas that is consonant.11 cornbin.1tions 

Spiral: Visharga. 
Nasal : Anusvaram. 

Yanla~_ con sona ntal diphthongs as gfi, ksh, iic, etc. 

Of these the long vowel s as i, Il , diphthongs and 

11 ate not met with in Brahmi "cript aud are later 
developments. 

By comparative paleographic ~t u rly of the ancient 
Pha::llician of the Mesa·tablct period and earliest sped
'men of Brahmi_lipi, Huhler fillds a v~ry st riking re
semblance between many of the cha racters and others 

.tle· thiflks are but deri vatives and adaptations to mee t 
the phonetic requirement .. of the Arya·bhasha, and he 
concludes that 'the int roduction of the prototypes or 
the Brahma letters (into Indial lies between the begin. 
'fling of the ninth centll ry and the middle of the eighth, 
or about 800 B. C.' And 'as the Brdhma 'ha' goes 
back to a form of He, which is not found in the Pb~ni· 
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cian alphabet, but occurs on the Asui'ans weights, where 
also a 'Ta'l1l very similar to the Br~hma 'to' is found, 
the conjecture see'!ls not altogether improba ble that 
the Semetic alphabet may .have come to India through 
Mesopatamia.* 

Recent researches prove that Phoenician was but a 
short-hand, a synthetic commercial script of the Egyptian 
demotic and the Babylonian lineal. The learned Orien
talist in plate III, has graphically illustrated the intimate 
correspondence between the Egyptian and the Brahmi 
numerals. As the Phoenichn character has derived 
from the Egyptian as the vo:: ry name'> of the alphabets 
clearly indicate, it s~em s more pl aus ible that both the· 
Phrenician and the Brahm i developed frora the same 
parent stock. In the Teel-el Amarna fin'; there are 
numerous tablets writ ten in a stra nge script by Dasratha 
king of Milanni to his daughter Gilukhipa, married to 
Pharaoh Amenophis or Amenhotep III (about 14 10 S.c.)p 
The Mitanni.Hittite trea ty clearly indicates that 
Mitanni was a powerful kingdom. And we have 
shown that the Bharata tribes reached In dia from that 
source through Dvarakapuri between the fourteenth to 
twelfth century B. C. Is it not therefore reasonable to 
believe that they brought with them the proto. Brahma· 
lipi, which was developed later in Indi.'!; to its fulnl;:!' s 
and perfection? The Mitanni ArpA l"fere in close 
touch with the Egyptians, Assyrians and Babylonians. 
So in their script 'entered all these elements to express 
fully their rich and vibrant speech . 

• Georg Buhler: On the origin of tba Indian Blahma 
alphabet, P. 84. 
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In the Egyptian language the ox was called 'aleph' 
but only the head of it was represented to express it in' 
later hieroglyphics, as an abbreviated form. The 
Pha:nician fir st alphabet~Alcph' is but the c ursory form 

of the Egyptian 'aleph' to express the phonetic value oC 
'a'. So for the e),e='ain'; the human head_ 'resch'; 
picket='waw' ; water _' mem' ; tbe hand= 'Iod' ; ser
pent -'nahash'; fish"" 'nim'; etc. Thus th e origin of 
the majority of the Phoenicia n alphabet s can be directly 
traced to the Egyptian hieroglyph ic signs to represent 
the almost identical phonetic values.'" 

The dev iations of the Brahmi-lipi as seen in the 
Dravidi of the Bhattiporlu inscription (about 20 0 B.C.) 
gradually formen into independent characters especially 
into early northern and southern types. 

The Nagari cha racter developed from the northern 
varicty about 8th century A. D. and spread over 
northern In dia and Dekhan. 

The Bengali sprang up fr om the G\lpta-charactcr 
which was the offi cial scrip t of the Gupta-e'mpire of 
Magadha, a variation of the Brah mi-lipi, about el eventh 
century A. O. Kathi, Uriya , Assamese have the same 
origin . 

The Gujrati deviated from th~ early Southern and 
tire Kanarese and Teleng u bran..:hed off from the same 
source about the fifth century with adaptation to 
palm-leal use. 

The Tamil dev e lope~ indt:pc ndent characteristio 
about seventh century from the Bhattiprolu variation . 

... Journal Asiatique, JaQ-March, 19H, P. 12 .... 
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The writing materials have heen varied according to 
the needs. For permanent records, gold, silver and 
copper plates have been used for engraving, as well i s 

inscriptions on statuaries and monuments. l;Iowever, 
for every day general use wooden board was the 

common practice. But in the south palm_leaf and in 
the North birch-bark c:a me into public favour and were 
used for all purpos(~~. as they wert! cheap, abundan t 
and easy to bandle_ 

The use or ink wa<; known as early as the fifth 
century B.C. It \Va!; mad!! of finely powdf!red charcoal 
mixed with gum-arabi .-: and water and it was applied 
on the writing mat er ial with a pen made ou t of wood or 
reed as availabl t!. In the South palm_leaves were 
written on willi a mdalic stylus and then tne ink " ' ilS 

b"smeareu on them ani! wiped out with a piece of cluth. 
It seems the writing materials were introduce d in India 
by the Greeks, as their designations betray them to be 
of Greek origin : 'Kalama'=reed to write with (Gk. 
kolamos); 'Masi's:zink (G k. melan_black); 'pustaka' 
"",book (Gk. pyzion-tablets to write upon) ; 'pitaka'
tablet (Gk. pittakron) ; 'phalaka'=a wooden slab for 
writing or painting (Gk. plakos). 

However teaching continued for centuries to be oral 
as the time-honoured fashion. 
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VI. 

Ca.ste. 

When two distinct races 3re thrown togethN and 
,one feels the superiority over the other and if they art: 
separated from each other hy th e barrier of language 
and religion, the d~veloplllent of caste is the inevitable 
consequence. 

And of aI/ races th e Aryan!> wer,e a haughty, proud 
and·exc!u!'ive people. \Vhatever may be the elymotog:y 
of Ar)'a, a term hy which Ih!! Aryans in IlI dia' designat
ed themselves in contra,;t to the autochthonous iolhabi
tants of the count ry whom they called Dasyu~, thele 
is hardly any doubt that hy Arp. they mea!,t a noble 
and honourable epitllcL Perlllp,; the word Arya il' 
deprh-ed from the root 'arare' meaning 'one who plows 
or tills.' The I{reat veneration with which lhe Ira uians 
and the Arya .... helrl the ('ow", clearly indicat '! ,; t hat the 

·eastern Aryans had alrp.ady given up noltladk life and 

had adopted pastoral exi~tence. The cow i!> e!'"entia lly 
unsuited to nomad ic pursuits. It cannot run fa st 
like hor~es and cOll!>eyuenl1y can be easily captured by 
the enemy. It c;:t n not hear tile hardsllip of barren 
water_less san(ly wastes like camels, The COl\' is truly 

a domestic animal. She needs constant attention, rich 
,meadows and pl .. nt)' of water. She wa~ regarded so 
sar.red by the Iranian !> that they used her urine (Gomer.l 
as a purifying agent to drive 0111 the demons lDrugsi* 

The Aryas made an early distifiction between them_ 
selves and the non _Aryans, which is clearly explained 

• Farg. VIII. 35-72; IX. 12-36: 
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by the following hymn in th Rig.Veda, 1. 57· 8. "Know' 
the Aryas, 0 Indra and they who are Dasyus ; puni3h 
the lawless and deliver them u'nto thy servant I ,Be thou
the mighty helper of the worshippers and I will praise 
all these thy deeds at the festivals," The Iranians were
no less proud than the Aryas in India. In the Zend
Avesta we find repeated prayers for the welfare of aIr 
the Aryan people, "the whole space of Aria (vispem' 
airyo·sayanem) and their heaven wa~ in 'Airy an em VOle 
jo, Airianum semen' where the Arpns originated. 
Darius proudly inscribes his name on the Bahislan rock
as 'Ariya' and 'Ariya.chitra' (Aryan and of Aryan 
descent) aDd Ahuramazda (Asura Varuna) the god of 
the Aryans. His grea t.grandfather called himself 
Arir.aramna (Arya Ramana = the ornament of the
Aryans'. Ariaramnes of the Greeks, (Heroa. VII. 90). 

Strabo in his geography (XV. 2) calls the entire terri
tory between the In dian Ocea n in the south and the' 
Indus in the east, the Hindukush and the Paropamisll5 
in the north, the Caspian gates. Karamanja and the 
mouth of the Persian gulf in the west under the generic 
designation Ariana (Sk. Aryabharta) and Bactria was· 
the ornament of the whole of Ariana (X I. 12), Hero. 
dotus mentions that the Medians took pride in calli ng 
themselve~ 'Arii' lVll.62). In Zenda. Avesta the non· 
Aryan countries are called 'ana iryao dainhavo' and H:e' 
Sassanian inscribed themselves as kings qf 'Iran va" 
Aniran' ; in Greek 'A rianon kni Anarianon' which is 
equivalent in sanskrit to 'A ryas and Anaryas_ Aryans 
and NO!l.Arayans.' 

The antipathy of the Aryas against the Dasyus was-
terribly intense. They' belonged to an entirely 
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different race of repulsive looks, dark complexion and 

flat nose, spoke a difierent language and worshipped: 
different gods and contested fiercely the Aryan en
croachments. There was nothitlg in common betweeb' 
them but fierce passioR and bitter hat red. Racial 
animosity seems to be inborn in man. The Greeks 
distrust and hate the Ita lians, the Italians the French . 
the French the Germans, th~ Germans the English, the 
English rega rd themselves supel ior to all continental 
peoples and enjoy playing one power ag'l.inst the ot her 
which they pay back with ve nomous resentment and, 

corrosive jealou!'y, the whole of Europe with burning 
heart feels hatred against America (U.s .A. ) as an arro
gant, unmannerly, barbarous opulent , anli powerful' 
<'ountry, full of passions, and America looks dOI\'n upon' 
nl! of them with contemptuous disdain . Yet they have 
pr ejudires, horrible crim es, "ices, graft, grt:ed and' 
hypocr isy sprung from the same Caucasian stock, pro· 
fess the same religion, have almosl the- same standard 
of civil isation and speak kindred languages. Indivi . 
dual greed, lawlessne!is and crime are controllable b)' 

religioll s injunctions and civic cli !<dpline, but wilen it 

ex presses itself as a tribal or nat ional will, the verr 
solidarity of the 'Socia l and nat ional organisation seem!', 
in~tead of checking it in it s infancy, rather intensified 
'and inHamed with violent fu ry. .'\ Jew might renounce 
his religion and solemnly adopt a country into which he 
j ,; born and whose language he learns to speak. ret' 
th~re is an aloofness, reserve and distrust behveen hinr 
and the country which nothing can obliterate, evetr' 
though on occasions he may be entrusted with honour. 
able and responsible post (or political purposes. The-
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Negroes in U. S . A. speak the English language. are 
2ealous Chrbtians, Ilave cheerfully submitted to the 
domination of their whitt: master, are docile and indus
trious people and whose labour is indj~pen !lable {or the 
.developmen.t of the South, yet there is a racial preju
-dice tl,tat is virulent and it is more hazardous to 
trespass and to cross the invisible 'color_lille' than to 
break the rigid and fast rilles of the Hindu caste. 

But the Vedic Aryas had to wage a long, continuous 
and sanguinary war, last ing for centuries if 1I0t longer 
against the natives of the soil who were of different 
race, religion and language and who resisted with 
indomitable energy and resourcefulness every advance 
·of the invader before they resigned to the inev itable 
.and accepted the Aryan su premacy. Necessarily there 
was class distinction, the Arya and the Dasyu-the 
noble and lhe slave. There could be no intermingling 
between tbem on equal basis. War is savagery
licensed acrimony, T!lbber},. rapine, rape and murder. 
1t was no les!'! so in ancient time than to-day. Here 
'is the development of caste in its embryonic stale. 
Thus the Vedic Rishi invokes the aid of Indra for 
destroying the Dasyu .~ or capturing them as slaves ..... ith 
the raging passion in his heart :-

" fndra and Soma, burn the devils (Dasyus), destroy 
.them, throw them down, ye two Bulls, the people trlat. 
·grow in darkness! He\," down the mad men, suffocate 
·them, kill them: 'hurl them away and slay the voraci
ous. Indra and Soma, together against the cursing 
demon! May he burn and hiss like an 6bJatio,:, in the 
fire 1 Put your everlasting hatred upo~ the villain who 
hates the Brahman, who eats (raw) Resh, whose look 
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is abominable. I ndra and Soml. hurl the evil-doer" 
into the pit, even unto the unfathomable darkness. May 
your strength be full of wratl1 to hold out that no one

may come out again. 
Indra protected in battle. the Aryan worshipper, he 

subdued the lawless fo r Manu, he conquered the black 

!!kin." R. V.I. 130. 8. 
" Indra gave horse!>, Ind ra gan! ti le sun, he ga\'e 

the earth with food for manr, he gave gold and he 
g.il\·e wealth; destroying the Da~yu::. Indra protected 
the :\r~'il ll colour (A rya_varna,: ' R. V, III. :S9· 9. 

Hut howevpr the Dasyus migllt have been despised, 
the Arya<; were not unitt~d among" them"elves and 
before long some of the Ary;w chieftllins found it 
e:tpedient to mllke allianC'e with liJf'ln . The fI~ason j" 

not far to sed.. The Aryas reaC'lIf!d India through· 
(lifTerent wave"" of inva"ion ... , ra"'lin~ for ceuturie~ anti 
the neW'comer" h"d often to li~ht their way through, 
e~pecially like the" B!larata t(ih~~ 11"11" came irom Meso, 
potamia and \Ycre a mixed people and ;;poke Il,e IlIn
~uage it little differently. and t lte old "et tiers did not 
gi\'e up their pos~ession " or make rOOll1 for them with. 
out stubborn re~ i stance. So a" a policy of defence, 
they made a comrnon cau~e wilh Ille putially Aryanise<t· 
native chieft\ to ward off new in\"a"ions • 

. Divodaso, tlH~ cllief of tIle mo!>t ancient :lOd pOll'er_ 
ful Vedic Trit ... u clan with tlu~ a~."i~tallce of Purukutsa 
lKutsa of tIle I'uru trill>! ) "Ill Aryanised Dravidian. 
clrief, defeated the Yadu-Tuna~u (Bha rata clans .. (R, 
V. VII. 19). The Purus are often mentioned in the 
Rig Veda as firm allies of the Aryas. Purukutsa a; 
an ally of Divodasa even rought against another power~ 
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i'ul Dravidian chief Shamhara, who bliilt many wooden 
iorts and they were put to flame. "From fear of thee 
(Agni) the black people fled; they dispersed, leaving 

'behind their goods and chattels, when thou, Agni, 
'l>1 .. ing fo, the Pu,u, did,t de,t,oy 'hei' fo"'." VlJ. 
6. 3. "Thou Indra didst '~estroy the seven (arts, fight. 

'ing for Purukutsa, 0 Lord of lightning; thou didst 
throw them like stU \V, before Sudas and help the Puru 
out of thei~ slrtdghts/' (I. 63. 7). This indicates that 
Purukutsa continued to be an ally of Sudas, san and 
successor of Divodaso. 

However this friendship did not last long. Puru
kutsa joined the confederacy of the Bharata tribes, 

·consisting ot ten kings. Sudas in desperation begged 
.and receh-ed the help of Pri th u (Parthians), VII. 83. l. 

Parsu (persians), VI [I. 6. 46; X. 33. 2; X. 86. 23. 
Shi"a-Vis han in (Dravidian chief, follower uf Shiva}. 
The Confederate army cros;;:ed the Shatadru (Sutlej) 
and Vipash (Dias) and advanced forward to attllck the 
army of Sudas which was on the other side of Purushni 
(Ravi). The lording of the rivers was celebrated by this 
beautiful piece of poem in the dialogue form: 

" Down from the mountains, in merry race, like two 
,mares let loose or two comely mother_kine at play, 
Vipash and Shatadru run along, carrying their milk_ 
like waters, Spurred on by Indra like swift chario
teers, ye hast.en to the mighty mass of waters; with 
·swelling waves ye beautiful ones run close to one 
another. I went down to the most motherly of streams. 
·to Vipash, the wide, the lair,-to the hvo that like a 
'Pair of mother.kine fondling their calves, wander along 
.to meet in one broad bosom. 
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'Swelling with. sweet waters, travelling along towards 
the god_created bosom, nought can stem our swift CUf

rent: what is the wish of the hard, that he calls to 
.us rivers?' 

'Hark to my devout song and stay your course for 
a brief rest, ye holy ones ; to you rivers calls my 
heart's loud praye~; with longing I call out to you
I the son (jf Kushika.' 

'He whose arm bears the- lightning-Indra, broke 
the way for ur., killing Vritra who shut in the waters; 
the beautious Savitar, the god, guides us on; following 
his lead, we spread our waters wide.' 

'This heroic deed be praised for eve rmore, that Indra 
,did when he cut the Serpent into pieces; with his 
lightning he struck the robbers; the waters sped away 
whither they longed to go.' 

'Forget never, 0 bard, this word of thine; let the 
.latest generation hearken to it ; give us a long word 
in thy song~ , 0 poet, let liS not b<: forgotten of men, 
and honour shall be paid to thee.' 

'Hear then , sis ters, what the poet sa}'s : I came to 
you from far with loaded wagons; now bend ye low, 
give me an easy ford; let not your waves touch my 
axle. wood, 0 Rivers.· 

'We will heed thy won!, 0 Rish that cam'st to us 
froOl far with loaded wagons; I bend low before thee 
.as a willing slave, as to her lord submits the bride.' 

'But ",hen the Bharatas' hosts, animated by Indra 
and full of ardo'ur , ha!' quickly fotrJed thee, then let the 
-current shoot up again with arrow's fleetness i this is 
the boon I beg of you, ye holy ones. The Bharatas 
filled with the ardour of battle, have crossed; the bard 
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did win the Rivers ' favour : noW' :s.well, now gro~\' 

rapidly to end the work and hasten onwards with well· 

til\.ed beds. "R. V.III. 33. 1-12 . 

Emboldened by this success the Confederate army 
again attempted to cross the river Purushni ,Ravi). 
Here the river was coquetish and fickle. Before half 
the army could reach the northern shore, the river 
swelled a"d became turbulen t. Many were swept 'by 
the Anod·curr·ent ann were dro\\·nerl. Those who had 
reached the northern bank met their terrihle enid from 
the well-equipped ::trrn)' of Su(las and hi~ allies. The
victory was complete for .th e Tritsus and their poet 
!>a rcastically sang (If the Bh::tratas ' horrles forJing the 
river, 'thinking, fool s as they were, to cross as easily as 
on dry land'. The Tritsu,; ad\'anccu as far a.~ Saraswati 
(R. V. VII. 18). 

In tl!is waf between the kindred Aryas, Luth 5ides 
took the help of the Da_~yu ~, a .. j .~ amply atles;ted in the
Rig-Veda ;-

"He ..... hom both battle lines call upon in tl;t: fray. 
both adverseries on this side and 011 that ,-I,e whom 

they in\'oke, standing 011 chariot!-.-that, 0 men, is 
Imlra" (R. V. II . 12.81 

,f ••••••••• The warriors who leagued 
whether kindred or strange, break their 

25· ;;1. 

against 
might." (VI. 

"Thou Indra, dos! !>t rike both loe .. , the Aryan and 
the Das)"us." VI. 33. 3. "They t1nilra and Agni) strike 
the foes, both Aryan and Dasa". VI. (60. 61. 

"Whatever contemners of the god,;, be they Dasa, 
he they Arya, battle against U!I, ghe us an eas)' victory 
o\'er them , thy foes". (X. 3S. 3). . 
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"Thou (Agni) tiid,t take the goods of mount and 
plain and didst strike the foes, both Aryas and DdSYUS:" 
(K. 69. 6.) 

During this tragic war we see also the well develop_ 
ed class system. Visvamitra was the family priest 
(purahita) of King Sudas and he conducted the royal 
sacrifice'!. For the Rishi 's s.ake, Indra was very favo
rable to him. ' (111.53). But ,Jue to rivalry of Vasista who 
",-as winning favour of the kiL1g, Visvamitra forsook 
Slidas and went to the side of the Bharatas and he 
heca me their Purahita. And the Purahitas have been 
ahle to impress on the public mind that they wert~ the 
intermediaries between gods and men . We do not 
I:now yet exactly how far the Vedas were the co m
positions of lay men or of well.trained heredita.ry 
priestly class. For the Rig_veda is a collection of 
Il )'mns of only a few Rishi fa'l1i1i e:< :md there are ill 

them magic expre!'sions of mystir import and of 
C'xegetic nature. Of course there is no rigid caste 
formation yet; but it was in the formative '!tate. 
People could yet change their profession as we find in 
this well.known hymn: 

"We men have aU our various fancies and designs. 
The carpenter seeks 'something that is broken, the 
Inedicine·man a patient, the prif'~t "-omebody who will 
,sacrifice, The smith, ",·jtb well-dried wood, with anyil 
and with feather fan, to '!ultivate Ihe name, seeks after 
a mli.n with plenty of gold, I al"1 a poet, my fatber is a 
medicine-man, my mother is a grinder of corn. With 
our different views se1:king for gain we run (a.fter nUr 
respective objects) as after cattle," IX. 112. 1-3. 

OE course like the above, some odd pieces bave 

14 
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entered into the Rig-veda, e!ipec:ially in tlte tentli 
Mandala which j!l the latest collection . However it 

• seems certain and Rig-veda is brimful of evide~ces tba l 
the pde;tly class was already exerti ng a tremendou!, 
influence. The priests arroga ted to themselves the 
semi-divine rights. They became the intermediaries 

_ betwE'e n gods at\d men. TheyalollE' cou ld invoke the 

blessi ngs of the gods and their carse" , for ther kne w 
how to recite the hymns and to make sacdfices. 

"The king before whom marches the priest, he alontt 
dwells well-established in his own house ;. to him th ·~ 

earth yields at all times; to him the people bow 
themselves. The kin g who gives wealth to the priest 
that implore; his proter:tion, he wil l conquer un opposed 
the treasures, whether of his e'nemies or his fri e nd:; : 
him the gods will protect." (IV. 5°,8-9) 

"Did not Indra preserve Sudas in the hattIe o f 

the ten kin gs through your prayer. 0 Vasist has f· 
(VII. 33. 3)· 

"This prayer of Visvamitra, of one wil .., has praised 

Heaven and Earth and lndra, pre"en'e~ the people of 
the Bharatas." (III. 53 . I2.) 

.And they :l Isa knew how to cur~c th~ ileople t\·ho 
llisdained their service ;-

"No, by Heaven! no, by Earth! I dQ /lot appr?\'e 
of this; no, by the sacrifice; no, by these rites! Ma\" 
the mighty mountains crush him! :\fay fbe priests of 
Atiyaja perish !" 

U\Vhosoever, 0 Maruts, weans hi m."elf 3bove os or 
~ofls at the prayer we have made, may hot plagues 
come upon him, may the sky burn wp Ihat hate~ of 
Brahmaas (brahma-dvish)! · Did they nat call thee, 
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Soma, the guardian of the Brahman! Did they not say 
that thou didst f:hield us against curses! Why dost 
thou look when we are scoffed at! HUll "ga inst the 
hater of the Brahman the fiery spear 1" 

"May the coming Dawns prctect rne, rn a}' the swel~ 
ing Rivers protect me! May the firm Mountains 
protect· me! May the fathers protect me at the 
invocations of the go(ls! May we alway" he happy, 
m::.y we see the rising Sun! May the Lor d of the 
Vasus order it thus, he who brings the god~ and is most 
ready with his help; fndra who comes n<~arest with 
his help; Sar:l,svil.ti, the swelling with the Ri,·ers; 
Parajanya who ble.<:ses us with plant<:; the glorious 
Agoi, who like a fil.t1lt~r, is ready to hear when we call ; 
All ye g:ods, come hither! Heil.r ihi<: my prayer! Sit 
down on thi s altar! I\hy they who are the sons of 
the ImlllOrtal, hear our pr;tyers, may thel' he g-raciou5 
to us! Mayall the righteous god" who hear our 
prayers, receive at all seasl)ns this ar<;ept.1bfe milk! 
May Indra with the hosts of the Maruh, accept our 

praise ! May Mitra with Tvashtar, may Aryaman 
receive these our oblations! 0 Agni, ca rry thi s our 
sacrifice wisely, looking for the divine host. All ye 
gods, hear this my caU, ye who are in the air and in 
tbe •. sky, ye who have tongues of fire (who receive 
sacrifices on the altar with Agni) and are to be wor_ 
s llipped; sit down on this a!tar and rejoice! Mayan 
the holy gods hear , may Heaven and Earth and the 
-Child 01 the waters (Indra) hear my prayer! May J 
"fIot speak words which you can not approve, may ~e 
Tejoice in your favours, as your nearest frieads! May 
the great gods who are as strong as the enemy, who 
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spran!! from the Earth, from the con8Q~ of the waters" 

give liS gifts according to our desire, all our life, day 
and night! Agni and Parjanya, accept my prayer and 
our praise at this invocation, ye who are well·invoked. 

One made the earth, the other the seed: give to us 

here- wealth and progeny! \\then the g rass is spread, 
when the fire is kindled, I worship with a hymn , with a 

great \'cne ratioll. Rejoice to Jay , ye adorable Vis\'e
deval>, in lhe oblation offered at this our sacrifice 1'. 

{VI. 5:!. 1-(7), 

In the 'Sat}'lI.patha Hrailmana' ( II. 2. 2.6) we flnll 

that lhe Brahmans are almost identified as gods : 

" There are two kinds of ~od .~: first the gods, then· 
those \\"ho a re Brahma ll~ and who ' have learnt the 

Veda and repeat it : they o:I.rc humo:l.n god~ (man ushya
deva). And this sacrifice is twofold : oblatiom for the 

gou,.;, gifts for tile human ~od~. the Brahmans ..... ho have 
learnt the Veda and repe.l l it. Both gods when they 

are pleased, place him in bli~s.'· 
In the Rig-veda often ti\'c races (Pan cha manusha, 

VIII. y.:z j Pallcha Janah , III. 37· 9 j V I. IJ. 4·) are 
mentioned as TritslI, Yadu. T un'asu. Anu. and Puru. 
Of these we know posili\'ely that Tritsu wa~ lhe mc.st 

powerful ancient vedic ruling clan. Yadavas are men
tioned as a dark complex people. Krish na of Dvara

"ali was of Yadava descent and a rulif'g chief (Yadll
kula_pati). Did the Yadus 4?ome from Mesopotamia 
and land at Dvaravati or were the pure D"ravidians 

and for helping the Bharal,, !'> anu the Panda vas, becallie 
intimately associated with them and with power and 
inf{uence and later entered into the Hindu Pantheon ? 

Tunasll was probably a Turanian clan. Anu, was it a 
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Kolarian or a foreign barbarous tribe who ate raw meat 
like the Scythians? Turvasu and Anu are often found 
together as Yadu·Anu and Yadu·tllfvasa , ( I. 30. 18; 
lV. 30. [7; V. 31. 8; VI. 20· 12; VIII. 4. 7). Purus 
were a dark people. Often their chief Puru-KutsJ. ;..; 
invoker'! as the .faithful ally of' the Aryas. But he 
deserted Sudas or Sau-das and joined the Bharata 
tribes,. if not led the confederation of ten kings agains[ 

his former ally. He was prl!bably taken a prisoner 
(Xl the Purushni by the army of Sudas, for it is men_ 
tioned that the birth of Trasadasyu, !'on of l.i l r'!aughter 
Purukutsi, was the only consolation sent to him by 
the gods in his tribulation !,. Trasa -r'!asyu ~the terror 
of t!-le Dasyus' became a powerful sovereign, for he 
took the title of 'Samrdj' (king of Kings) and his name 
is mentioned as a true friend and ally of the Arya~ . 

However the Purus were later identifi ed with the 
Kurus. It is explained on the grou nd thai Kuru wa. 
the grandson of Purukutsa and he extended his king_ 
dom up to the Jamuna and he became so poplllar, that 
the people called his descendants after the great kin~ 
as Kurus. And Kurus in turn were later kn own as 
the Bbaratas. Who were the Purus? Were they , 
Aryani sed Dravidians and by in termarriage with the 
Aryas, became Arya kings and upholder of Aryan might, 
prestige, inAuence and culture r Or were they Meso
potamian mixed Aryan immigrants and were not re
garded as Aryas, but by their military discipline and 
prowess pushed their way ' to tht: Gangetic Doab and 
~ame the empire-builders? The latter theory seems 
to ·be more plausible and is also partially supported 

by the Mahabbarata legend. 
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In the Mahahharata it is menlioned that Pururava~ 

the first king of the lunar race of the Kshatriya!lr 
sprang from the union of the moon· god with ilia, the 
daughter of 'Manu, from whom the human race ~rigi
nated. We know definitely that the moon.god· was 

the patron deity of the Chaldeans and the centre of 
its worship was located at Urech jUr). Puru rava was 
succeeded by hi s son Nahusha and Nahusha by his son 
Yayati. Yayati's kingdom was contiguous to that of 
Vrishaparva, king of Ashuras, Did Yayati's kingdom lie 
in the mountain ous districts of Upper Euphrates Valley 
as Mitanni, adjoin ing Media and Iran in the East , 
Armenia in the North and Assy ria in the South? Yayati 

had two queen.." Devayani and Sharmishta. S harmishta 
was the daughter of the As hura-kin g and Devayani 
was the daughter of his prece ptor Shukra, of Bhrigu 
descent. Both these maidens were intim:1t" friends 
~nd it happened that while once in a pleasure excur
sion in the woods. they saw a beautiful spring and 

they could not resist the temptation of taking a b2.th 
_there in. After the plunge was over Sharrn ishta by 
mistake put on the garment of her friend, which en
raged the Brahmin girl and she severely rebuked Sh:ir_ 
mishta for such an impertinence. This infuriated the 
haughty Ashura princess and she told Devayani that 
she was but the daughter of a bough.l slave and in the 
paroxysm, of her anger she pushed '_he Brahmin girl' 
while she was dressing herself on the brink of die spring 
and Devayani fell precipitously into the water, and 
entangled in her own c1otht:s and in the water weeds 

while she was thus helpless, Sharmishta hurriedly ·Ieft 
her to this pitiful fate. Yayati was at that time hunting: 
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in th4!!: woods. H4!!:aring h4!!:r faint agonizd cries, h4!!: 
cam4!!: to h4!!:r r4!!:scue. 011 reaching home she weepingly 
:tliked ber father, whether it was true as it was told 
her by Sharmishta that he was the bougllt slave of the 
Asura King Vrishaparva . Shukra assured his daughter 
that quite on the contrary he was !IIuch esteemed by 
the Asura king, for he alone knew th e art of revivifying 
the wounded Ashuras in the battles. Shukra went to 
Vrishaparva and told him that he would leave his 
kingdom. The king implored him · to stay. Shukra 
told Vrishaparva that it J (·pendeJ on bi~ daughter's 
willingn ess. And her co nse nt could be purchased on ly 
on the condit ion that Shar mishta wuulrl become her slave. 
Vrishaparva agreed an d S harmishta ~heerful1y obeyed 
her fal her's wi~h and >lhe ("Ollfes~ed her guilt. \Vhile 
Devay:tni on another occasion wellt Ict the woods to 
enjoy a picnic with her fr iend SkHlnishta, she met 
ttgain Y~yati on a hunting trip a"d !<he proposed 
marriage to him Yayati was he ~i tallt as being of 
Kshatrya birth he did not da.re to IIlMry a Dr3:hmin girl 
without her fa.ther's consent, for !i '" he said, thl;: 
righteous anger of a Brahmin w~s terrible. But she 
assured him that her father wou ld (I" anything that is 
pleasing to her. And so they were married and 
Devayani took with her, het fden'l and slave Slur. 
meshta. Sarmishta demanded from Yayati her right of 
Ritu. When Devayani came to Iparn about it, het 
wounded pride revolted and she weill to her father to 
puni sh her faithless husband . ~h'lk.ra cursed Yayati 
with premature senility (impotence). Thus out of spite 
for other!; Devayani bit her own tongue ~nd she soon 
regretted it and begged her filther to rescind the cur!le. 
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But Shukra answered lthat it could be only . made tran~
ferable, if anyone was willing to take it. Yarati had· 
five sons, two by Devayani, Yadu, Turvase, three by 
Sharmishta Druhyu, l'uru and Anu. But non e was will
ing to take it bat Puru. Yayati touch~ . 1 by this filial 
love and spirit of sacrifice, made Puru ti le ruler of his 
kingdom anJ retired in the forest. Puru was succeed
ed by hi~ son Dushyanta. Dushyanta once on a ',luoting 
excursion met a p~elly hermitage girl, fell in love willi 
her and made a secret marriage with lief; assuring her 
that lifter his rcturn to ~he capital, he will ser:d for ht:r. 
Surprised by hi s long silence, she went herself to the 
court i1nd the king: denied thilt he had ever married 
her. Shakuntala Raslled with indign~tion and regret, 
told him that she sought no longer the man who had 

no respect for truth , for "Truth is more precious than 
kings and even children." Dushyanta feeling ashamed 
of his conduct, apologized to her and convinced her 
that he :loved her a <; e,.-er and it wa<: but a device to re

concile his people to" the marriage. Out of this union, 
Bharata was born ani] Bharata became a powerful king. 
He conquered the Gangetic-Ya muna basin and cele
brated a magnificent ;\~hmeda Sacrifice for which he i5 

much eulogized in the Satyapath::l Brahrnana XIX_ From 
Bharata, the nam e 8harat.1bhar"a has been derived. 
(Mahabharata, I. ,6; L 82 83). 

And according to the same legend, from Yaclu 
sprang the Yadavas, from Turvasu the Yavanas, from 
Druhyu the Bliojas, from Purn the Pauravas (who were 
later known as Bharatas) and from Anu, the Mlenchas. 
It is ve:y hard to make anything definite ou.t of this 
incoherent and inr:~ngruous intermixture and confusion 
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-of things. For Mlen~hag were not cer tainly an Arya n 

l'eople. " the JainA. Sutrakritanga (I. r. 2. 15-16) we 
tior! that they even did not understilod tilt! .. 'ryan 
tongue: "As a Mlecssya {Mlencha} repeats .... hat all 

Arya has said, but does not uodefstand the me.wing, 
merdy repeating his words. so the ignorant thou~h 
prt'h!nding to possess knowledge do not kn ow tht:: 
t(Ul h, j~st as an unin st ructed Mle~sya." Yavanas hav" 
neen posillvely identified with IOllians (Greeh). AJf 
thal can be guessed from this is that Slmkra an Ar)"ilI1 
'Possibly fell into the hands of the Assyr ians as a 
.prisoner of war and for his profi ciency in the art of 
hea ling the wounded soldiers. he was given his freedom 
and his friendship and good-will were esteemed by 

the Assyrian king. And hi s daughter married a neigh

'bori ng Aryan prince who might have also another 
Assyrian wife, as it was not unusual and they later ()f 

·their descendants migrated to In dia with th~ir tradi
tions which in course of time '-'~C3. f1Ie mixed up anl1 

confused. 
Howe.vet it seem~ ::tlmo~t ce rtain that Vedic Aryas 

settled between the Indus and the $arasvati winch .... ya .. 
later cillled Bharrnabharta. The Vedic hymns indica !!:! 
·that they brought wffici.:nt women with them, so there 
was not much intermixture of blood between them 

.a.n·d the Dasyu s. But they took the slaves and the 
female slaves were highly est eemed. And in that age 
the conquerors always appropriated the prettio:st women 
-of the conquered. May be it is possible that there 
was not enough of it to -::hange the Aryan type and 
Dasyu blood wa.s more or less submerged. 

In the Madyadesa settled a mixed swa.rthy com· 
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pJexioned Aryans who in all probability Inigrated from
Mesopotamia and they were known as; th. Bharata 
tribes. They could not bring sufficient w~men with 
them and they not only appropriated the most elesir_ 
able Duyu women , but al so made alliance and inter_ 

maried "'ith them. Even the Irania.n s did just the 
same. Siavush, son of KeI Kaoo" (Cyrus), the crown 
prince of Iran when sent again~t the powerful Touran
king Afrasiab of Balkh, saw Ferenguiz the pretty 
daughter of Afrasib, fell ~ in love with her and married 
her and stayed in the Turanian capita!, dC~'crling hi!' 
own army and the cause of his ow n fatller. It has 
been the custom every where to take tbe women of 
the conquered people. But the j\·ladyadesa Arras went 
farther, They even gave their daughte rs to lh~ con
quered. Thus Damayan ti chose a Nishada prince 
(Kolaraia n) Nala for her husband. An d it i ~ not im
probable that Vi!ivamitra com posed the Gyatri ;;s a 
con fession of faith to take into the Aryan fold t hto, 
Aryan ised Dasyus and called them twice·born ravi i'l l. 
Thi s reconciliation with the conquered peoples became 
the cardinal empi re-building policy of the 'Bhara tas , 
and their high _priest Vi svamitra conceded to thi s 
~ynthesis of races and re ligions as the most potent 
factor of Aryan expan !lion, glory and power. Thu!i 
fOUT divisions of the Aryan India were recognised aDd 
acknowledged as is fou nd in the Puru!ll,abhutra (R. V. 
X. 129. II) in the tenth Mandala of the Rigvedot which 

is the latest accretion and in the pantheistic hymn of 
Purusha " the Brahman springs [TOm his mouth. the 
Rajanya (Kshatrya) from hi .. arms, Vaishya from hie; 
thighs aRd Shudra from his feet." In this classification 
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of society into priests, warriors, agriculturists traders 
and the slaves, there is no novelty, strangeness, or 
Ileculiarity. Every nation divided the society into these 
r:.atural four classes and is doing practic~lIy the iden. 
tical thing even to-day. The followers of Ahura Mazda 
were divided into 'Athravas, Rathaesvas and Vastrya' 
which are exactly the thre~ upper Hindu classes, 
Atharv;ms (priests), RajafH'il.C; Iru l~ rs-Kshal rya<;) and 
Vashyas. The ancient RahrioT'lian Law divided the 
f!ntire population into threp r-b"'!1e~, 'A melu', the nobles 
10 which the royalty, the pri ,:, ~'" .Jnn the military <:hiefs 

belonged. 'Musldnu' the {r .... m .. " ani! the tillers (,f the 
soil and 'A rdu' the slave~ , wl- n were owned by Amelus 
nd Mn~kinus. The morlf'rn society is divided intn 
the Mp.rcantile classes rR' lll.- l':fS, manufacturr-r s and 
politicians), army and pri,,,·js. fa rmers ann the prole. 
tariat. The only differenr-p. I,,:! ween the modern system 

'md the Brahmanic order is that the merchant class 
iVaisyas l has come into pn\\ ,,- gradually di!1placing the ' 
priests and the wa rrior cI ;l~!, " ~' :1.nd it is more flexible 
:1. nd not heredita ry. But 1I,t' domination of !1oddy 
t.'ither by the priestly chs!' or by the mercantile com~ 
munity is of but relative im por tance. In ancient times 
the priest was supposed 1o he in communica tion with" 
fhe gods and he knew the m~g ic cra ft and the healing 
art, so he was rf'garded al'l ~emi-di~' in e and accordingly 
he held the posi tion of suprf> me hon ou r and enjoyed ' 
relati~e privileges and comfort<;. But a's the gods of 
one tribe usually be~ome the devils of others, the main. 

tf!nance of the prtestly inAuence needs the military 
support, so the warrior claM' came into p ower. At 
fir,t the priest and the warrior was the same person, . 
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.as we !;ee the priest-king in Sumer ~Pcrte"si), but efti_ 

,ciency demanded division of labour, .and it necessarily 
·created two cla!>ses, holding and dividing power and 

influence. or course there wa" rivalry between them 
as we find . in the legend that Parasuram 'thrice seven 

. times cleared the earth of the Kshatrya race and fille,] 
.five laJ..o!s with their blood .' But the interdependence 
was early recognised as hJanu wisely sa.ys: "Kshatryas 
prosper not without Brahmang; Brahmans prn"'per not 
without Kshatriyas. Brahmang and K~hatriyas bein~ 

closely united, prosper in this world and in the next." 

Rut as Illolley can easily buy both the prayer of the 
.priest and the arm of the warrior, SOOrl the Vasya 
came int o prominence, as is seen in modern civilisation 
which ~ubonlinales everything to eco nomic interest. 
But it may be soon succeeded by the proletariat, for 

·they ~r~ the majority of the population and lhey wan t 
to posst:"s~ ot her people's accrued wealth, as is indi_ 
cated by Soviet power in Russia. 

Of course in other countries the class distinctic!l 
is not 50 rigid and stee p as the ·c:aste in India. It is 

·.because that the Hindu caste system became crystal_ 

lized and stratified in the social organisation before 
th~re was com plete amalgamation and fusion of the 
·races, as in other countries. Though there is a marked 
underlying sense of· unity of race, culture, religion an,\ 

,the one designation of a common fatherland, yet sid.: 
by side still can be seen distinct divergent ethnic 
elements retaining their primitive customs and habitl', 

and India is a veritable museum of living races. When 
so many diversified races with marked distinctions ·of 

-colour, cranium, nose, facial angle and stature, and 
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IJett!rogenous culturt! I'allging from tht! slone age to" 
that of the hight!st spiritual attainment of man, lived 
trJgether, sharp classification was inevitab[(". Yet it 

is to the infinite credit of the Aryas and the Dravidian!ii .. 
lhat they did nol try to exterminate each other, or 
the other races, whom they enslaved, ill order to mono· 
polize l~e land and its products, which other cOLlqueror~ 
:l;).ve done under similar circumstances. If there are 
some disad\~antages for lack of racial !;tandard·u\\jform
it~" yet there is every reason to feel prrtuJ for the 
present generation that their ancestors Ollt of hUinanity 
of impulse and generosity of heart let li ve the helpless 
aboriginal tribes and not butcher them as a sport. The 
\'/;:: ry existence 01 the \'edda ... , PariJa~, Santa!' .. , Chan_ 

dalas, is a living glorious monument to Indo"Aryan 
cultural refinement. 

And evp.n in the very early Vedic time the utility 
,UlJ the interdependence of divergent ethnic elemt!nts' 

in the general social economy was realised and OUt 

of diversity an unifying link wu <; created in the beauti
ful Purusha conceplion in which not only all classes 
founded their proper place <t.~ suited for their func
tional purpost!s, but also thp. whole universe merg~d' 

in One Cosmic harmonious God :-
. " Purusha of the thousand head s, the thousand eyes, 
the thousand feet, covered the earth i.n all directions
and extended ten finger-breadlh .~ bt!yond. Purusha is 
all this (universe), whatHcr hal. been and shall be · ~. 

he rules over Immvrtality which grows higher lhrougb 
f,?od (sacri6ce). So significant is his greatness, yet 

. grt!ater still is Purusha. One fourth of him is all·' 

creation (univt!rscJ aDd the three quarters of him make ' 
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·the world of the immortals in the heaven. Three 
...quarters of him are beyond us ; one quarter of Purusha 
extends over all that eats (animate creatures) and that 
does not eat (inanimate). From hiM the Almighty 
(Viraj) was born and from Almighty the Purl1sha . As 

·soon as he was born . he reached out the earth (rom 
the both ends. When the gods made a clever .sacrifice 
with Purusha u the offering, the spring was the sacri
ficial butter, the summer was the fuel ana autumn the 
oblation. On the sacred gTass they .a.v..Liled of j'urush 
as tbeir offering, Purusha t~lal was born in the begin 

nini! ; him the gods san inl'p.d whose favoUr is to be 
sougbt and the Ri shis. Flom this sacrifice performed. 
collected the sacrificial t ? t j it created tbe anim .. ls of 
the air , of the forest and (I f the village (domesticated 
animals). From this sacrilll:e when completed, sprang 
the Hymn s (Rigyeda l, th~ Songs (Sarr.- veda), sprang 
from it the magic incantati,ms (Atharva-veda) and from 
it the Sacrificial Word,; (Y.-i jur-veda) .. From it sprang 
the horse and all animals provi ded with two rows of 
teeth ; from it sprang the kine, th..: f:oa ts and the 
sheep. \Vhen they tran sformed tht! Purusha, how 
many times did they change him ? What became of 
his mouth t what his arms? what his thighs! how were 
his feet called t His mouth became the Brahmans, 
his arms the Rajanyas, his thigh tho! V.ashyas and the 
Sudras sprang from his (eet. From hi., mind gprang 
the moon , from his eye the sun, (rom his mouth Indra 

aDd Agni, from his breath Bayu. From his navel 
originated the air, from bis head sprang !he sky, from 
his feet the earth, from his ear the regions ; thus they 

:ttuill the worlds." (R. V. X. 90. 1.1.f). 
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Thus possibly the Vedir. Rishi settlers in the Shapta
'Shindavas were recognised as the Brahmins, the war
lik e immigrants from Mesopotamia and empire_builders 
in the Madhy-desa as Rajanyas (rulers) or Kshatryas 
for military prowess wa s essf'ntial for the maintenance, 
extension and defence of the kingdom, principally the 
Dravidian traders and farmers, except a few Aryan 
colonisers in Shapta-Shindav~~, a~ Vaisyas and the 
Dravidian and Kolarian slavo!;~ as Sudra!>. And those 
who were beyond the Ary .Hl palc of civili":llion were 
called Nishadas, Kiratas and ('!qnda!.1s-the AbOrigin es. 

Of course this classinc.dion was by no mean!> 
rigid . For yet the r.ompad soria! organi<;ation was 
in fluidic and pla stic {orlll " i,,,1. I\JJ the :\ryans in 
Sh~pt::!._Shindavas could by lin ml'3ns be Br<l.!llnan,;, 

F or among them there I1J U~t Inn," heen warriors and 
kings. And moreover aile of thi' ancif!nt Ilame of 
the killg is 'Vispati' (Lord of the Vi~=-Va isya) in 
the ved ic language aod in t l,,'o Iranian · '.'i~paity' and 
in the Lithuanian "Vvieszpatis', thl1~ clearly indicating 
that the majority of the Aryan population consisted 
of peasa nts and cattl e-raisers; ot herwise their 'king 
could not have the title of 'ViSp.lti.' That mig ht have 
been the case in pure Aryan settlements, wherf~ being 
of one people, speaking thc '"Same language, worshipp_ 
ine (he ;;ame gods, there was necessarily no wide gulf 
separating one class from the other and there was only 
division of labour, and Aryas beinl principally c.attle. 
raisers a.nd tillers of the soil, their king was called 
'Vispati' lord of the 'vis_ Vaisyas'. But in India the 

· 'it~ation changed. They .:ould have plenty of cheap 
.,lave-labour, And it is not to be supposed that when 
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they could easily enjoy the privileges of · Brahmans or 
K~hatriyas and shroud their li\'e! with it halo ot 
romance and glory, either in the venerable majesty o~ 
the Brahmans or in the intoxicating thrill of military 
adventures and conquests, they would supin ely settle 
do,,"'n for a long time to the dull , prosaic, hard_working 
and hardly remullerative task of farming, In some Vedic 
hymn s we get clear hints that all Aryans kne w the 
use of arms and could fight , but ..... hen the war between. 
Ihe :\ryas and the ' Oasy us, las ted for centuries neces
~arily efficiency demandel a fighting class. For farmers 
could not be asked at all times to fight and to let 
their harvest rot in the fiel ds. So the adv'! nturous 
ones among them formed the Kshatriya cla3s, the 
religious minded the Brahmans and agriculture was 
generally left to the mixed population and 1'1 the· 
Aryanised Dra\·idians and s laves. 

51,l the Hindu caste is complex. It is not only based 
on the division of labour for socia l efficiell cy but also 
on 'varna' (colour), 'jat i' (lineage), 'kula' (family ), 'gotra·, 
'pra\7ara' and 'karana', The complexion of the Brahman 
is descrihed to be white (pure Aryal? type), of the 
K!iihatriya red (mixed), Vasya copper bright (Dravido
Aryan), Sudra black (Kolarian~ 

The Brahmans 'of Bhrhamabha rta claimed that they 
alone posses!iied the secret of spiritual kno\\'led~e .. 
They were very orthodox and ba~ed their religion aDd 
rituals mainly on the exact Vedic interpretations. The 
Kshatriyas of the M'adha_desa did not accept this arro
~ant claim of the Bharmabharta Brahmans of their 
monopoly . of divine wisdom. They have been in inti
mate touch with the Babylonian and Egyptian cultures. 
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In India they m~de close and cordial alliances with the 
Dravidians and with whom they intermarried fr.:eiy. 
Their mind tberefore was as syntbetic as their blood. 
The narrow con,-"~ption that the Veda was the end. all 

and the supreme authority of all spir itual insight, was 
hot c:;atisfactory and sufficient for them. They specu
lated in the mysteries of life and death. They de\·e
loped the Vpanishadu in which the Egypto-Dravidian 
pantheistic idea of god and soul is markedly manife>;t. 
The very name 'Isa' or ' Isvara' is of non-Ary:m origin . 
The Kshatriya princes who indulged in these mystic 
>;peculations were known as 'Rajarshis' {saintly kings\. 
Rrahmans often acknowledged th('ir superiority and 
came to learn from them the spiritual secrets. Garga , 
son of the renowned Vpdic scholar Balaka , carne to 

Ajatsatru, king of Kasi to become his pupil.* Pra"athna 
Jaivali, king of the Panchalas after silencing Svetaketu 
Aruneya and his father taught them the great doctrine. 
which was never known before to the Orahmans , but 
only to the Kshatriyas.t Even the learned Yagiiyabalka 
found out that Janaka, king of Videha possessed 

superior knowledge.! 
Buddhism and Jainism were themselves protestant 

movements against the s:lcerdotal claims and meaning
le~s Vedic hymns and c-eremonies. The overwhelming 

s,uccess of Buddhism was due not 50 much to its doc-

• Kaushitaki-Brahm:lflll-L"panishad ; Satyapatha Brahmana, 

XIV. S. I. 
,t Chandogya Upanisbad, V, 3. 7; Satyapatha Brahmana, 

XIV' 9. I, 

t: Satyapatha Brahmana, XI. 6. 2. 

'5 
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trine which though in its simplicity, puri!yand nobility 
in contrast to the cumbersome, expensive and wasteful 
Vedic rites appealed to the masses, but to its politico
social principle of equality of man, it s duties and res
ponsibilities whi ch were denied by the Brahmanic order. 

Thus we find in the Jaina Uttaradhyapna (X II ) that 
Harikesa- Bala bOT n in a family of S,·a pakas (Cha nda las) 
was offered the hand of beautiful Bhadn, by her father 
king Kausilika fo r his virtuous characte r, which he 
ref~sed and he initi4lbd ma ny Brahmans int o Jaina 
faith. It might have bE-en ~imply poetic license to sho ..... 
t he contrast of birth and ,-irtu('. But it is unquestion 

able that during the a~cenuancy of Budhism Jainism 
which lasteu nearly a mi11eniulTI , there wa ..:: a _ good 
<leal of racc _ mixtur~ and alll alg.ulIation. Thl the 
fusioH wa,., not complete i ~ eviden ce(l t.y the prt'~en·a

tion of many ahoriginal trihe.:: ah-n o~t in their primitive 
simplicity. There lVas not suffic i e l~t time to ohliLf"rate 
completely the ,,·ide and deep gulf that lay between 
the phY!iical traits and the cfiltural la nd-marks of the 
Aryan, Dravidian and the Kolarian. The ab!'oorpt ion 
necessar ily had to be s low. No theoretical preaching of 
equality coul d in duce the high_browe d Aryan to marr y 
'goat-nosed and repul slve' Kolarian on a large sca le. 
The unions were gen erally non-conventional, as it has 
al ways happened unde r simi lar circUmslz. nces; the 
higher classes took the daughters of the 10wI"r classes 
if it pleased them and when the social order was 
firmly established with mutl;al consent and the lower 
classes rather prided themselves on such favour. If 
marriage· really took place, it was in the lower stratum 
of society. Moreover Brahmanism was not dead. It 
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lived side by side in prolld and serene quiescence with 
triumphant Buddhism. Learned and asce tic Brahmans 

still chanted the Vedas , performed religious rites, wrote 
Su tras and philosophical exeges is in defence of their 
faith . The fam ous six syste ms of Hindu Philosophy 
were thus cr eated . 

When Bud!lism had .Imnst ema~culat e d t he nation 
by preach ing the noble and subl ime but an impractical
Hea l of the 'brotllerhood of man,' '~in fulness of war" 

and 'vir tue of non -molestation e\'en in a righ''''ous r:a usl!' 
and the K ~hatriJa p rinces .1..0. the fa ~hi on of th.: day, 
fo!1O\dng th i ~ extreme doctrine , ent er~d int o mona~teries. 

where they 'we re enjoined the pr::l.etirc of ('("Jehacy, 
thu s cleprh'ing t he n"tinn of j(~hatriy3. prog:enc)" tradi. 
ti on , culture .:;. nd tr;lining, !nri l:! lay pwstrate at :lny 
invader's feet; and when the blood-Ihir,~tr ~(')"lhian5 

almosl wi pccl out the BuddhHs from :"I orth l'r n_ln dia 
by ruth less rapine. ma ssacre and incendiary va ndal. 
ism which rou~ed the wh ole nation , it l'·'1.~ unde r 
Brah man leadership , the Gupt a kingdom was establ ished 
at Pataliputra (120 A.D. l and whicl, wi,lh the extension or 
power and influen ce defeated the Vahikas in the Punjab, 
Sakas in Kathiwar (Chandra-gupta Vikramaditya, 380 
A.D.), Hunas in Gandhara (455 A,D ,) and the Scythian 
king Mihirgula at Sakala (528 A.D .) , and In dia was 

'~iberated from foreign invasion-alas for a brief period 
only, for India' s K sbatriya vitality wa); too exhausteoi 
and soon the Mahamedan hordes poured through the 
northern gate like an irresistable blood, everwhelming 
everything. But tbat brief period is of supreme import 
to . Hindu civilisation. Then the Brahmanic laws 
(Manava Dharma Sastra) were formulated, the Mah .... 
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hharat;L and th e Ramayana were re vised to the existi ng 
soc ial neeu". art and literature flourished as ne\'e r 
before, It was the golden age of Sanskr it poetry, 

dram'!. , astronomy and history (P urana' . 
\Vhen Hi ndu society was established and the La\\'s 

formulated Hhudhi5m had enaced alrno~t all class marks 
of 'varna' f1i;.t i nclivn~ and the majority of the popu_ 
l'l.tion wert:: 'varna-shankar as' except a few solitary 
Brahman families scattered her C! and theTl~ and abori
gin al tribes who retreated to lhe mountain fast nes5es, 
Sti!1 can he seen the imperceptible gr:.clati cn of 
('olour and features from the pure Aryan t,l' pe in the 
highest classes to the Kolar ian in the lowest . Though 
ti le Brahmanic laws are rigid and infleXible. still the 
hlood-mixture b goi ng on though on a very sma!] s~ale 
alld in 2.n ilIegetimate and clandestine manner. l\.Ianu's 
ca ste dist incti ons were based princ ipally on the pro
fessions and the trade,guilds. It is absu rd and tidicu
lous, if it is to be taken litera lly that 'the marriage 
between a Brahman with the daughter of \'aisya 
engenders sons, call ed Ambastha (X, 8) or the union of 
a Sudra with a woman belonging to the Brahman class 
engenders Cha ndala lX . I2 1. And the profession of ~II 

Alllbastha was to practice medicine (X . 47) an d the 
Chandala could only make his livin g by Ii;;hing' (X.ol8). 
There could not be enough marriages of Suclras with 
Brahman women as to create such a wide and extens i\'tl 
Chandala class. And moreover the Chandala fea tu res 
do not at all betray any Aryan admixture of blood, 
which is purely Kolarian, nor is there among then. 
the cultural refinement which a Brahman mother ' is 

apt to impart to her children. Medicine is principally 
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practiced in Northt!rn-India arod Daksinabharta by th t" 
Brahmans. The Vaidyas of Benga l who claim to be 
Ambasthas, have generally 'das' a~ their appellation 
indicati ng thereby their Sudra o r i~in. 

The fac t is that che mixed marriage!' were tahooe rl 
by tIle Aryan legislator~, especia lly wom en of the 
~uperior classes shoul d not m;nry men of inferior 

clas~es . T his ."ee m~ to toe the universal sen time nt 
Thus to emphasize the de~radation of ~uch an umle
si rable uni on, they simply heaped on tbe issue of suc h 
'm'!salJiance,' the repulsive epithet of Chanda\;\ who 
was an outcast and lived in filth and dirt outside the 
boundary or habital ion of the Dvijas . twice_horn). So 

according to i\lanu the son of a Brahman fat her and 
Sudra mother in th e seventh generation by successive 
marriages with Brahmans in the femal e li ne could he 
pr omoted to the status of the sacerdotal caste (X. 641, 
hut the son of a Sudra with a Bta hma n mother was 
degraderl for ever. And any of tIle DI·jjas who viol a
t ed Ihi s carrlin al and pivotal principle of the Aryan 
polity would be virtually excommunica ted ~nd regarded 
as Dasyu, whether he spoke the language of the Mletcha 

or the Ar ya n lX. 45). 
Of course Manu may be based on older tradition~. 

Even Va" istha and Goutama say almost the same thing. 
not of their profession bUl of their social status. 

"They decl are that the ,)ffsprin g of a Sucl ra and a 
·female of the Brahmana caste bcr:o mes a Chanda la, of 
a female of the Kshatrya caste, a Va:na of a femall" of 
t he Vai!iya cast e, on Amiavasayin . They declare that 
tIre (son ' begotten by a Vai sya on a fe male of the 
8rahmana caste become'> a Ramaka . on the female 
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'of the Kshatrya caste, a Pullasa . They declare that 
the (son) begotten by a Kshatrya on a female of the 
Brahman caste becomes a Suta. Now they quote also; 
'One may know by t!le i .. deeds those who have been. 
hegotton secretly and to whom the s tigma of spring
ing from union s in the inverse order of the caste 
attaches, because they are destitute of virtue and 
good conduct' (Children) begotton by Brahman;).:; 
Ksha triya s and Yai~)'as on the females of the next 
lower, second lower and the third lower caste~ become 

(respectabl y) Ambasthas, ligras and Nishadas. (The 
:;on of a Brahmana and) of a Sudra woman (is) 
Parasava. The} declare that the cond ition 01 a Para
sava is that of one who though living, is (a!' impure) as
a corpse. Some call that Sudra race i" a burial-ground 
(of the Aryan blood) ." Yasistha, XVIII. ' ·11. 

"(Ch ildren ) bor n in the regular order of wh'es of lhe 
next, second or third JaIler c.:astcs I,become) Savarnas, 
Ambasillas, Ugras, Nisllada s, Doushyalltas or Para~ava". 
(Children born) in the inyerted order (of wiv es of higher 
castes become) S uta s. I\fagh adhas, Ayogava s, Ksilaltris,. 
Vaidehakas or Chandalas. Some declare that the 
woman of the Brahmana ca!lte has borne successfully to 
(husbands of) the (four) castes sons (who are) Brahmans 

Suta!i, Maga dhas or Chanda las ; (and that! a ,,·oman of 
the Kshatriya caste (has borne) to the :->3me, Murdh:.
... ·i!.\' ikta$, K!'-hatriya!'-, Dhivaral<, Pulka:;as; further a
","oma·n of the Vaisya caste to the s::!.me, Brij),akanthas, 
Mahis3Y3!'-, Vaisyas and Va:deha~; (and) a woman OP 
the Sudra caste to the same Parasavas, Yavanlls, Kara
nas and Sudras. In the seventh (generation mel). 
obtain} a change of caste, either being raised to a higher 
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one or being degraded to a !OlVer one. The venerable 
teacher declares \that this happens) in the fifth (genera

tion). And (the same nIle applies) to those born (from 
par~nts of different classes that are ) intermediate bet

ween (t\\"o of the castes originally) created. Those born 
in Ihe in\'erse order (from father .. of a lower and mothers 

of a highe r caste stand ) outside (the pale of) the sacred 
law, as well as froln a lema)p of the Sudta caste. But 

he whom a Sudra (beget31 on a female of an unequal 

caste shall be tre.-lted like an otlt"ast, The last 
(Chandala) is the foulbe" (iout.lma, IV. 16- 28 

"A Brahman can marry girl~ of four cl;t!'se~ Rut of 
these only with th e Brahrnalla woma n. he produces 

Brahmana descendant; with the K~hatriya woman 

Mu rda\· i."hikta ; with the "<l.5,-a \\·om;:\11 Ambo~hta; 

with the Sudra woman Para,.an. ··· ··· 
A K~hatriya can mar~y girl ; from three cla~ses and 

of wbich the cni!clren begotten through K~hatriya 

woman alone becom e K~hatr i.ra: with the Vabya 
woman ~1ahi shy.a ; "jth the Sudra women Ug:r:! 

A Vais)':!. can marry Vaisya and 5udra wo~en. And 
of these t hose who are born of :l Vaisya woman are 

known as Vaisva and with a 5udra woman as Karan. A 
511dra can not m~rrr but of his a,m da ~<; . The children 

begotten by a Sudra with Sudra women are known as 
Sudra. But if the children are born of daughters of 

the superior classes by the inferior ones, lhe iSSoues 

are looked down upon by all. If a Kshatriya begets a 

son with a Brahman woman , the ;, ::m i ~ known as Suta. 

To s ing the . praise 01 the kings is the chief duty of 
Sutas. The children bor n of a Brahman woman by a 
Vaisya, are designated as Vaidehik and Moudgalya. 


