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questioning. It became the sole source of authority to the agents
of reaction in the task of upholding a stagnant society with its
privileges' for the higher orders and perpetual repression of the
lower castes. -+ 4

The other Smrti-writers of the period were the authors of the
Yajiiavalkya and Visnu Smrtis.  Yajiiavalkya closely follows many
of the tenets of the Manusamhita. He enumerates the 19 authors,
of Smrti, extols the importance of the Dharmasastras and expressly
lays down, the excellence of these over Arthadastras (I. 21

“enm mcm ufg fwfa; 1). Like Manu, he mentions

the four sources of Dharma, (though he enumerates sub-
sidiary sources of knowledge which are fourteen in mnumber).
extols the supremacy of the Brahmana, directs kings to be kind
to them (I. 334) and makes regal authority the sole basis of
order and progress. In addition to the traditional privileges,
Brahmanas are assigned half of treasure-troves and kings are
called upon to take their advice. He is also averse to the

independence of women (see 1. 85 HW' wiwa_ fm;n: 1). Like

the author of the Manusamhita he prescribes for kings the study
of the four sciences (Anvikgiki, Dandaniti, Vartta and Trayl),
though the Vedas are put last. He mentions the four traditional
means and aims of polmcs and accepts, like Manu, Kautilya's seven o
limbs of the state. ~He emphasises the universal coerc

: !urtndwm o§ the inng (I.858). Tn many cases, wohm not n!
asi y of ideas between the;.Ma.mmnrﬁ ami t ’
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prescribing a life in hell for unrighteous kings (I. 857) who fail to
pumsxh properly (see also I. 341).

The chapters on civil law are more developed in this Smrti
and we have a mention of the ordeals (I1. 95). The various sec-
tions of Jaw show however a more intimate acquaintance with the
Arthadastra code and Yajhavalkya who gives a high place to Nyiya
(I. 21), utilises more materials from the Kautiliya as pointed out
by Dr. Shamasastry in his footnotes to the English translation.
Yajnavalkya moreover does not, like the Manava Code, lay down
the number of ministers (I. 312). In one place, he alludes to
the ‘ paternal ideal’ so prominent in the Arthasastra

d 351 mmﬁgm\’wa‘mfm ). He follows also

the Kautiliya when he directs kings (II. 36) to compensate
éubjects (from ‘the treasury) who lose money or goods stolen by
thieves, and thus emphasises the contractual relation between the
king and his subjects. In foreign policy Yajnavalkya pleads for the
retention of existing laws in a conquered country (1. 343). While
speaking of the necessity of having ministers, he uses practically

the language of the Arthadastrii (cf. el &a=ww T A nfaidy

II. 36—Yaj. Smpti). The Vispu Smrti has almost the
‘same social scheme as' the Manusamhita or the Yajfa-
_valkya Samhiti.  The author denounces marriages of Brahmins
with Sadra women and calls upon kings to maintain the law of

.castes and déramas. He makes Brahmanas practically exempt
from taxation and thev are allowed to appropriate the whole of

«ﬁreamres dlscovered bv them Hls scheme of loca.! nment




The author of the Smrti is a believer in the traditional
theory of taxation and makes the king entitled to a share of all
incomes, on account of his protection. He assigns to the king

the traditional one-sixth, one-eighth or one-twelfth of the produce
of land and one-fiftieth of cattle and gold in addition to a sixth on S

vegetables, spices, flowers, roots, hides and earthenware (VII
130-132). Customs duties and tolls are recognized as well as the
produce of mines and a balf of treasure-troves. Kings were also
allowed to levy taxes on artisans and workmen of all deseriptions.
The author of the Samhiti makes the king entitled to a
tenth part of the money-value of suits adjudicated in royal courts,,
His criminal code is severe. His theory of the state and of foreign
policy is what we find in the Arthasastra (VII. 154~174) but he is
averse to the destruction of a conquered country.

Mimamsa.—Apart from these three lawgiv 5, we hav’e :
no other prominent theorists on politics and government during
this period. But from the Mimamsa-writer, Sabarasvami, we have
some clear ideas as to contemporary views on the vexed questm
of royal ownership of land. This has received prominence in view
of the controversy raised by European writers as to whether ﬂn
share paid to government by Indian cultivators and landlords is m!t
or tax, and the more so bemnse there have been a.mmpts mm
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Sutras (VI. 7. 3) where the question of king's rights to alienate
his territory in connection with the celebration of the Viévajit

sacrifice enables us to make our ideas clear on this point.
Sabara comments on Jaimini's Siitra ¢ @ yfa: @q @&q

nasfozar ’ as follows :—

w¥ g gagE wWa | fF azﬁzm-—atﬁn 1 g -
fil—aRagerw’ guw gfuanies @ Fwart wfew a—
@ oW A| A yfad @ tfa ) A | IOwiimakt agen A g
lqu&ﬁﬁmrﬁn MY I WA AR E afE A
A g WA A GHEAT aEar g | aw % Fafei |
adeE s @ agfom agdt gfamt W amr AR w|d
fafaew swfeg wrar ¥ —a wi—afafaes 3 agur 9 @@q
- gawfuam wreafamaafe oz gfasa a9 fwa ofa @ wfaledw
amg Yfam 20

Colebrooke discusses this question in hig essay on Mimamsa
and summarises the views of the Mimamsa-writers, especially
Sabara (commenting on VI. 7. 3) and clearly emphasises the cardi-
nal principle of Hindu law that minor princes as well as their uni-
versal overlords are not the owners of the soil. By conquests kings
become entitled only to the property of the conquered kings and not
to the land of the subjects living on the annexed territory. In
these the conqueror is entitled to the share of the produce which
goes to the ruler for his protection and punishment of wrong-doing.
Nothing else is vested in him. Colebrooke summarises by saying,
*‘ The King's power is for the government of the realm and ex-
'hrpa.tmn of wrongs.  For that purpose, he receives. faxes from

' husbandmen and levies fines on offenders  But right of property

"is__na?v‘eshed in him; else he would have property in houses and
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lands appertaining to the subjects abiding in the realm. The
earth is not the king's but is common to all beings enjoying the
fruits of their labour. It belongs according to Jaimini to all
alike. 'Therefore, although a gift of a piece of land to an individual ;
does take place, the whole land cannot be given by the monarch, nor
a province by the subordinate prince but houses and fields acquir-
ed by purchase and similar means are liable to gift.”” On this
head we shall have to devote more attention especially in connee-
tion with the views of later writers like Katyayana or commenta-
tors like Vijﬁﬁneévara, Nilakantha or Madhava. Mr. Jayaswal
has discussed this question in detail in his Hindu Polity (I1. 174-
178) and it obtained a similar attention from other writers on
the Hindu theory of land-tenure (S. C. Mittra's Landlaws of
Bengal, Ch. I). They have all relied on this passage, and as such
they have adopted the right line of agreement and. conclusion.®

(9) We have already discussed the question of regal ownership of land in connection
with the land-policy, of the Kauitiliya government and shown clearly (Ch. IT, p. 38) how two
classes of land, e.g., the Brahma-deya and the A-karada, remained exempt from rent. 'I.'he e
A-karada tenants were owners of free-hold paying taxes in lieu of protection but not
reni. There is no denying the fact that through the process of conquest large patches
of land passed to the king in proprietary right but conquest never extinguished the
nghuummmmmmmmgdommmqmmmww
the last days of Hindu independence.

In such a discussion, mmmwmhm.amumawm
the king's or the conqueror’s suzerain rights andhspmmnghu'liom
- modern International Law. Mspmvmumadbynmnqm.ﬁiﬂm
S Mdm@hqmmymludmwmmhhm“
entitled i mmb)eeuwhocn)oyuololdm i

rincip ] s very clur on this pomt uﬂ kur wim
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Political Thought of the
Buddhists

The influence of a similar reaction is evident from the study
of contemporary Buddhist works. < As pointed out already, the
social ideals of the Buddhists were subjected to the influence of
gimilar forces and the idea of a theocratic state floated before
their eyes.  Dharma became the supreme ruling and guiding
principle and the Jataka preambles repeatedly speak of Buddha
~as Dharma-cakravartti with his lieutenants described as Dharma-
senapatl, Saciva or Bhandagarika. As the character of Buddhism
changed and the active Bodhisattva became the more intimate
object of veneration, the Buddhist came to be more and more
influenced by the reaction in favour of an enhanced regal authority.

' Fnrthcrmom, as some of the contemporary teachers and writers

on Buddhism were of Bra.hmana descent, they merely continued .

L th ancient tradition about ingship and government in the absence 5

'moitheNmbmm themutpmmmﬁamwg- :

5 a&‘a specific Buddhist political code. This is apparent from the
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ism, though in social matters we have an attack on caste in the
Vajrasiici. The closing verses of the first cahto of the Saundara-
nanda show clearly that the poet was a believer in the evils of
anarchy and goes bn to narrate the election of a king at Kapila-
vastu and the king-elect hecepted royalty for the sake of main-
taining the precepts of Dharma (1. 60-63—note - the
words yRia « feaw @@ gag nigw ). Not satisfied with this,
Advaghosa proceeds further and makes Suddhodana a
crowned king instead of an elected president and the king is made
Lo tule, rveceiving a sixth part of ‘the ‘produce ds his share. In
the case of the Jatakamala by Aryasara, it goes a long way fto
support these views. In Story II, he makes the Sibi king rule
his subjects as if they were his children and the king is distin-
guished not only by his charity, but also builds alms-houses, re-
lieves the distress of all and calls upon his subjects to-inform him
of their canses of complaint. The other stories are written in
the same spirit and they show the influence of the reaction in
political thought. e
“The only deviation from econtemporary thought and Ms
is Advaghasa’s denunciation of the spirit of caste and his plea for
the recognition of the position of men thmugh merit and not

thxamhaﬁh(aj mﬁt wafa ) n ﬁ
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politics and kingship. In these two pasages he pleads for the
reign of righteousness and condemns the doing of kings of the Iron
Age who had substituted violence for paternal care, had converted
the world into a deer park and justified their conduct by the rules
of Dharma as laid down by the rsis. Aryadeva- protests against
these presumptions and displays of arrogance on the part of despots
ruling in an age of anarchy and in denouncing such conduct falls
back on an older tradition reminding kings that they were but the
servants of the multitude and subsisted on the wages given by the
people they ruled (wwzred & u: gswisw waw = )Y

Secular Writers.—Leaving the poet Advaghosa, whose
writings have already been considered in connection with Buddhist
thought, we proceed to other secular writers of the period, the most
prominent among whom are the poets Bhasa and Sidraka the
author of Mrechakatika. Bhasa, about whose date there is still
much doubt, lived probably not later than the ITIrd or IVth cen.
A.D. His dramas are based on plots borrowed from the Epics or

(1) These passages, first cited by Dr. D. R. Bhandarkar in his Carmichwl Lectures (1.
p 129), have been misunderstood by later writers and some of them have proceeded so far
as to make them the corner-stone of a Buddhist theory of emancipation of morality from the
influence of politics.© One writer hae attempted to show its direct opposition to the
Brahmanical canon which made politics independent of morality. As instances of such
disregard for morality the author cites the rules of Brihmanpical codes, justifying the
execution of criminals, slaughter of enemies in battle and treacherous attacks on hostile

kings.

A careful analysis, however, makes us hold such conclusions as unwerranted.
.&lhmwoal works never regard politics independent of morality but on the _contrary
; ﬂnpol&nulmuchm«ythoupholdudthemmﬂum mmmwm
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on legvemds current in those days. He is a believer in the tradttxonal
Bmhmamc,,urder of things. In politics, be seems to have been
acquainted with the traditional Dharmadastra rules. He stands
for the supremacy :if Dharma, the consolidation of monarchy and

of ministerial loyalty to tht' ecrown, not to speak of the supremacy
cf the Brahmana. Neither a believer in popular supremacy nor in
regal despotism, he derives his inspiration from the epie tradmon
‘and pleads for the continuance of the traditional regime.
Sudraka’s date has not yet been clearly ascertained buf. he
must have lived near about the Ist century A.D. which saw a
lax social life and the decay of Buddhism. His book describes the
consequences of an age of anarchy and he gives us the picture of !
the tyranny of a low-born king, the excesses of his favourites and
the consequent revolt of subjects. His kingly ideal is summarised
in two verses. In the first verse where Siidraka is described as
“the ideal kmg, he is depicted as one versed in the Vedas and % 7
sciences  and performing  sacred  sacrifices  like :
Aévamedha. In the concluding verse of the drama or
Bhanﬂwakyn, he prays for an ideal state of existence in 1
f«hb mtm'a’l:form conttibutq to the proapenty of mankmc! and
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R POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS
BOOK IX FROM REVIVAL TO FINAL DOWNFALL

IVth Century A.D. to
Xliiith Century A.D

The close of the ITTrd: centrury A.D. and the dawn of the
IVth were marked by a remarkable political revival.  Almost

‘all the foreign powers declined and indigenous dynasties raised

~ their heads. Three such powers divided the sipremacy over the
- country amongst themselves. Tn the plain of Hindustan, the Guptas
' became the suzerain authority, Central Tnga and the Deccan
passed to the Vakatakas,™ and in the extreme south, a new power,
" the Pallsvas,“" lmade themselves the overlords of the three Ta.mil

~ line was Vindhyaéakti, whose son vu'nenaIwusgrmﬁasmahhnlim
: - who performed mnuma-abfn \Vi}spm and A&vsmadln uu:ﬂnu. ;

V0 1% Pblleks Dysosy ...'m, dominated Ceniral Tndia faoun the close of s\
| ITzd century A.D. to the middle of the VIuh century (530 A.D.). The founder of the




New ngdoms

: 'prmmpahhes which had been fighting for supremacy, while the
: norbh-western regions, first conquered by the Mauryas, became
perma.nently detached from the monarchy that dominated
Hindustan. The Ghptas under Samudragupta made a bid for
universal dominion but inspite of their extravagant claims, tha){
failed to extend their supremacy over the Deccan or penetrate the
south.®

Under Chandragupta II, eramadltya the Guptas gue-

ceeded in annexing the territories of the Sakas of Ujjain, but

their power did not long survive.  Under Kumiaragupta and

Skandagupta, there were other waves of foreign invasion and

inspite of the best efforts of Skandagupta, the almost imperial
power of the Guptas succumbed, by the middle of the VIth cen-
'tury, to these attacks. Offshoots of the dynasty, however, main-

tamed themselves in many of the provinces,” e.g., in Malwa, 1 :A

Magadha and Bengal.

probably founded during the aniddle of the 1ITrd certury A.D. by Bapparéja, the fifth in
line from him, Vispugopa being a contemporary of Samudragupta (340 A.D.). These
rulers issued charters in Prakrit gnd were followed by princes who have left records in
Banskrit. From 575 to 600 A.D. the&nﬂmmhdbythegr«‘a?sﬂuu.wbom_

‘ chs and had mm thecﬂnkw in the North. Nuumthmt“l
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Other political changes took place about the same time. The
Viakatakas were ultimately (by middle of the VIth century) sup-
planted by the Calukyas in the Deccan and with these latter, a

perennial struggle was waged by the Pallavas of the south. In

Northern India, a number of states arose out of the break-up of the
Gupta Empire. Powerful kings warred for suzerainty but none
succeeded in establishing ~ permanent supremacy. King
Yadodharman who defeated the Hinas dominated for a time but
was probably defeated by some powerful rival king. Towards the
close of the VIth century, a number of dynasties established them-
selves in various provinces of Northern India. Prominent among
these were the ruling families of Magadha, the Valabhi
princes,® the rulers of Thaneswar (Prabbikaravardhana’s line),®

the Guptas in Nonhem India became further reduced and seems to have been mainly
confined to Fastern India. Here ‘we find the line of Krsngupta holding sway-—namely,

+

Krsngupta, Kumaragupts III, Damodaragupta, Mahasenagupte, Devagupta II, and

Madhavagupta. The Guptas had some suthority in Eastern India, and on the death of
Harsa, the contemporary Gupta King Adityasena asserted his sovereign authority over
a large part of Eastern India and performed. some Afvamedhs sacrifices. The age of
anarchy helped him to make extravagant claims. Bub after the third prince of his line
{Jivitagupts 1I), the authority of the Gupiss was finally extinguished.

(5) Yatodharman.—Yasodharman, described as a ‘‘ Janendra '’ and a devout Saivite,

‘defeated the Hipas and estthluhod authority over a vast empire. His Msnd.m
mcnptmm have come down 1o m Probably, bis supremacy was shorf-lived. Ak

t

" {6) Valobhi Princes.~The v.mw princes claimed descent from Sebpati nmm‘”
Amh:ppetoftbee-odm commanding an army of Maitrakas (uom_yn

Coppetl‘l Ins. olmﬁuphw) '.l"hq.ﬁdmd powar ond WWWW
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of Kashmir® (with a number of dependencies), of Kamaripa®
(in Eastern India), the Maukharis®” in the upper Ganges Valley,
West Bengal (under different lines of kings which produced the
~rconquer0r Saéanka}“” and several other localities in Eastern Bengal
(for these princed see Dr. R. C. Majumdar’s Monograph on the
History of Bengal pp. 14-17), while in Central India ruled the
two lines of Parivrajakas and Ucchakalpa Maharajas, who had
more or less acknowledged the power of the Guptas. :
'

. The downfall of the Vakatakas, similarly, caused a serious
turmoil fn Central India and the Deccan. In, their days of pros-
perity, they had exercised suzerain authority over a large number
of minor kingdoms. Thus, their allies and fendatories probably
included the princes of Sarabhapura, the Traikitakas of the
Western coast, the Salankayanas of Vengipira, their relatives the
Vigpukundins of Sri-Parvata and the Kadambas of the Kanarese, '
districts. i ¥

(8) Kashmir.—Kashmir became a powerful kingdom. About the time of Harsa,
the Karkofa dynasty was founded by Durlabha-Vardhana, son-in-law of Baladitys. At
the time of Hiven Tsang's visit, the kings of Kashmir exercised suzerainty over & W
number of states on the western frontier.

(9) Kamaripa—Kamarips too was a separate kmgdom Tts earliest upm

. wention is in the Pradasti of Bamudragupta. During Harga's time thk.mm
~tuled there. He was Hnw‘n ally, .5

~ (10) Maukharis.—The Maukharis were a line of powerful Saivite kings

\ yﬁommtonndmituwu nur;boutGay.n&ln:bm&plmidtbg

vinces. *I’Wh ommny connected by marriage with the Guptas, they

M&wd;nuty mmmmmtmu' :
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On the downfall of the Vikatakas, the Kataccuris ruled over
i a region extending from Nasik to Ujjain, the Hastern Gangas
~exercised authority near about Orissa, while the Kadambas .
maintained themselves in Kuntala. But the Kataceuris,
Kadambas as well as the Visnukundins were conquered by Pula-
kesin II of the Calukya dynasty or by his predecessors.®®

In the region of the extreme south, the Pallavas of the IIlrd
dynasty exercised suzerain authority. They had quarrels with
the Cilukyas of the north, Vengi being the bone of contention.
The Pallava Mahendravarman (600-630) who was a patron of
Saivism checked the Calukyas, while Narasimha-varman®™ burnt
Vatipi, causing the death of Pulaksin IT.

Indian during the middle of the VIIth Century.—The middle -
of the VIIth century saw the waging of a many-sided contest
amongst a number of fighting princes. King Harsavardhana of
- Kanauj, having his allies of Kamariipa and Maldva-Sardstra and
related to the Maukharis, had to fight (according to some) Sadanka
_ of Western Bengal and became the suzerain over a large part of
 Hindustan, but his southern progress was checked by Pulakedin
- 1I @alukya, who in his turn was checked by the Pallava Nara-

et e g i o e L iy e

g 311!) Pulakedin IT—Pulakedin TI Calukya was a powerful prince and ruled from 811 1o i

" 68 A.D, He conquered Mahirigira, the principality of the Kadambas, and reduced the.

Muuryas of Kooksn, and the kings of Lita and Milava. His other enemies were

" Hargavardhana in the north and the Pallava Narasimhaverman in the south. He
: ; s invasion of the Pallavae Narasimhavarman
Hastern Chlukyas. He received & special embasey

* L
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_simha-varman.  The Indus Valley and Kashmir® together with
* the north-western frontier states remained separated from the
plam of Hmdusban nd the rulers of Kashmir became for a time
+ the dominant power in that lregmn. Nepal like Kashmir became =
separated from the politics of Northern India and the dynastaes
cultivated friendly relations with Tibet and China.

The closing years of Harsa's reign were remafkable for the
dawn of an era of great changes. It was during his life-time that
~the religion of Islam was preached by Prophet Muhammad and
Harsa was still living while the Arab conquest of Persia was
completed and that of the Makran coast undertaken. Lacking in
the genius- of consolidation Harga’s sporadic conquests were not X
likely to survive and his tendencies gave little assurance to that ~
effect. TLike the thoughtless religious propaganda of Aoka, the
meaningless charity and extravagance of Harga bore bitter fruit.
His own kingdom fell into the hands of a usurper, necessitating
Chinese and Tibetan interference.”® The new political eonditi@ﬂ,

*(14) The kings of Kashmir belonging to the Karkota dynasty had become very
powerful. Probably King Dur'ab®a-Vardhana was the contemporary of Harsa. Aoeatdbg
hHmthMhnﬂdKuhmuamdudwmmﬁymﬂmexﬁmmﬂhm‘
_andwmvmpowum S ¥, o

i emhuﬂymwnomwhynmhmhmwm'
: . on the history of India. Not to speak of writers like
1 th tsmﬁhmt»fnnbmm the
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for a time, robbed Eastern India of its prepondemtingr influence : e
over the politics of India. The suzerainty over the North-Western .

trans-frontier states pas:ed to other nations and after a bitter strug-
‘gle the princes of the Tang dynasty ‘became masters of North-
Western India and Central Asia. .

More serious enemies to Indian culture and political existence

appeared in the person of the early propagandists, spiritual and
~military, of Islam.  Arab armies made their appearance on the

#north and western frontiers of India. ~ Makran was invaded and
arter the defeat of Sihas-rai and Sihas!, the Studra kings of Sindh,
the Makran coast was lost to the Hindus permanently® (644
A.D.). Sindh® itself resisted for another 70 years under the

~ Brahmin usurper Chach and his son Dihir, but ultimately suc-

« Troe to Ipesk his was no empire in any sense of the word. His age, foo, was one

£ which marked the high tide of growing Indian demoralisation. While he was indulging
in charities and benevolencet, Lis biographer was denouncing even the tradition of an

" imperial rule and scoffiing at the memory of Kautilva. With all these, however, he was
fortunate enough to have able biographers to sound the trumpet of his glory—one to
describe his grest conquests which did not survive even a decade after his death, the

other to harp on his great piety which did nothing but help in the coming ruin and =

. open the gates of India to a foreign enemy. (For one of the ablest estimates of Harga
. see R. C. Majumdar’s paper in J. B. 0. R, 8. 1923.)

(16) The Gonguest of the Makran Coast.—Once sstablished ‘in Persis, the Arsbs | &
L

furned their eyes to the Makran. coast and Sindb. Probably, Makran was subject fo

Sindh which was ruled by Sahasi, s Stdra sccording to the evidénce of Hiuen Tsang snd

_ the Chachnémé. hsﬂpmbabﬁty\theﬁ.hmmtwumbymmm

’tha year 640 A.D. i
A7) The Conquest of Sindh —-Su.}hb acuordiq to the Har;amta, had been oolq i

 Harsa (" and made the wealth of Bindh  his m
s w ). Wbosu.s.mm_n‘m 6 know, bu
with Sahasi. After him, the throne was
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cumbed to the invasion of Muhammad-ibn-Kasim who got assis-

tance from the rebellious local Buddhists (714 A.D.).  Simul-
taneously, the Arabs pressed hard in Central Asia and the western
border and though with Chinese help, the princes of Kashmir,

Udvana (Swat) and Chitrgl maintained themselves for some time
(720 to 751 A.D.), the defeat of the Chinese General Sien-Chi,
made the task of Arab advance towards India easier.

The Great Political Revolution of the VIIIth Century.——But
with all these events, India proper was not destined to fall an
easy prey to the Islamic armies. In the face of foreign aggresy
sion, there came an almost synchronous political revolution which
marked the ascendency of new powers and which checked the
spirit of disintegration and anarchy. The Ra]puts‘“’ came to rule

e

(18) Islamic Ecpcmmn in Central hm -—-Bxde by side there wa: an axtmsion of
[slamic power in Central Asia. An Islamic kingdom was founded near Bokhara by
Asad, a Zoroastrian convert to Mahomedanism (825 A.D.). Under his son and grandson,
the sovereignnty of the Samanides was extended over Samarkhand and Fergana. About
912 A.D. an officer of the Samanides, Yakub-i-Lais, captured Herat, occupied Zabulistan
from the Rajputs and also took away the citadel of Kabul, which was then in the hands
of the Brahmin Shahis, whose dynasty was founded by Kallar. ey

In the reign of the Samanide, Nuh (942 acc.), Turkish slaves were enlisted in the
Amir’s army, and in the reign of Abdul Malik snd his successor Mansur, Turks rose ;
into prominence. One of these Turki slaves, Alaptagin, founded the kingdom of M
sndlltatonthllpﬂnoipthtypa-dmiothhmdsolﬁnhkﬂgin thkﬂghlm
was the celebrated Mahmud who was destined to be the terror of the Hindus. :

. While the Turks were gaining in power day by day their furtber eastern extension was
“'Wb}hﬂiﬁhd\hﬂh‘ﬂtﬂd?ﬂiw. rulodhywnkinpd&om
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in most kingdoms. Just about the middle of the VI1Ith century
A.D. four great powers arose in the country :—

(I) The Gurjara-Pratihiras,® who had estabhshed their
principality in the VIth century or even before that time, became
a great military power and advanced to the Punjab border and
the plain of Hindustan. They were destined not only to make
~a bid for supremacy over central and western Hindustan but to act
as a bulwark agal’nst Tslamic aggression for nearly two centuries.

'd the Agmk'm:s points to their artificial elevation by the Brahmins to recruit fighters
for Hinduism, (3) similarity of some Rajput tribe-names to some of the non-Aryan clan-
names (Huna, Jit, Taksaka, etc.).

At one time it was fashionable to regard the Rajputs as Scythians, after the views
of Colonel Tod. But more recently, there have heen new theorisings about the origin of
the Rajputs. On this point, Professor D. R. Bhandarkar’s Foreign Elements in Hindu
Population (Ind. Ant., Vol. XL) is of great interest. Sir V. S8mith's most recent views are
to be found in his Oxford History of India (pp. 172-174). Prominent among those who
‘believe in the Ksattriya origin of the Rajputs is Mr. C. V. Vaidya, the author of the
History of Medieval Hindu India (Vol. II).

A discussion about the origin of the Rajputs is out of place here. But one or two
points may be advanced, to enable our readers o form a clear idea ae regards the Ksattriya
origin of the Rajputs. First of all, anthropological measurements go to prove that the
‘Rajputs belong to the best Aryan type in India. Secondly, we believe that & sudden con-
version or elevation of foreigners cannot possibly convert foreigners hoth in physical
" characteristics and in mentality.

(20) The Gurjora-Pratihire Em;nrc —The origin of the Gurjara-Prathiras is shrouded
in mystery. Bot whatever might have been their origin (which question must even
yel remain an open one), a Gurjara kingdom was already in existence, north of Valabhi,
in the VIIth century A.D. when Hiuen Tsang came to Indis. The first Pratihiira.
ﬂynaﬁy claiming descent from the' Brahmin Haricandra was probably founded about
550 A.D. and exercised suthority over a large tract for about twelve generations. In
mdtmé.feudsﬁmypunouolﬂml’rmhm dynasty established other smaller
‘states. The Pratibras gradually extended their influence and they had to fight, during

' the early part of the VIIIth century, the forces of the Arab Governors who, under Junaid
',Mndmudupwvxidn smmmmwmw bookwbyp\m“d“
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(IT) About the middle of the VIIIth century A.D. also arose
in Hastern India the Pala Empire®™ founded by Gopala who
was raised to the throne by the magnates and the people to end a |
regzme of anarchy. ) ¥

In the helght of their power the Pratlhura rulers ruled over & vast empire, Mhn:h
was more or less feudalised. The empire, in the height of its splendour, extended from
the borders of the Punjab and Sindh to those of Bengal, and included Magadha for
some time. It included the greater part of the Gangetic valley and almest the whole
of Central India and Bundelkhand. Guzerat and a portion of the Punjab were in that
Kmpire. Prominent among the feudatories of the Empire were the Guhilot princes, the
Cahamanas (whose line was founded by Guvika) and the Candellas. Kanauj, which
had been taken from its local king Cakrayudha, afterwards became the capital of the
Empire.

With - its vast extent, great wealth and powerful armies, as is proved by -the
evidence of Muslim writers and travellers (see Elliot, Vol. I), the Empire lacked
consolidation. Bhoja and Mahendrapila were the greatest rulers of the line and the
monarchy did much to arrest the advance of the Arabs of Sindh. :

The supremacy of the Pratiharas was shori-lived. They had to contend with
powerful enemies. The Pilas of Bengal under Dharmapila andsthe Rastrakutas of
the south were their bitterest enemies, not to speak of the Arabs (or the occasional
raids of Kashmir Kings). Vatearija or Nigabhata II bhad io fight with both
Dharmapila and the Rastrakiitas under Dhruva. But the death of Dhruva and the

SRR, SRS N

southern attack on Govinda the Rastrakita King saved the Pratihdras from ruin. 5

Dharmapila ‘in the meanwhile sdvanced up to Kanauj and put Cakriyudba on the
throne. Nagabhata suffered again from the attack of Govinda III (807-808 A.D.).. ‘Bhoja,
too, suffered an attack made by Devapala, but towards the end of Bhoja's reign, the
king of Bengal was discomfited while there was no pressure from the Rasirakifas. But
sbout 915 A.D. the Pratihara Mahipila suffered a signal reverse at the hand of Indra
I, Ragtrakita, but was saved from destruction by the moompateneo of Govinda V.
' After Mahipila, the decay of the empire was fast. The Candellas under Dhanga
wrested much of the Imperial territories, Gujarat beceme independent, the ' C
ey -qﬂqtod themselves, while the Kacchapaghitas became independent ‘near Gwalior
Y'MM the Tnst ruler of Kananj, suffered an attack from Mshmud of Ghazni and ther
‘ wﬂwi&’ﬂonnﬁm Oadeﬂw mmu&
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(IIT) Almost simultaneouély, there arose the Rastrakutas®

who, under Dantidurga (753 A.D.), put an end to the Calukyas
and took their place in the Deccan. But before ‘their downfall,
the Calukyas under Vikramaditya I had slmost crushed the politi-
cal power of the Pallavas, so much so that they sank into insigni-
ficance. A

dotestmg the Gur,nr Nigabhota (Khslunpnr, 1 11 a.nd 12) His son Devapala,
seems to have conquered Assam and Kalinga. After Devapila came Vigrahapila, Nardyana-
péla, Réjyapila, Gopala II, Vigrahapala, and Mahipala, who suffered an attack from
Rajendra Cola. The kingdom was probably weakened by this and probably rival

- princes established themselves in western and southern Bengal. Mahipile was followed
by Nayapala, Vigrahapala, Mahipala 1T, Surapala (Manhali Ins.) and Rémapila who saved
the dynasty from utter ruin and saved it from the revolt of Divyoka who had usurped
authority in a large part of the realm.

(22) The Rastrakiitas.—They rose to power under Dantidurga, about 758 A.D. and
were a dynasty which had long been ruling in the Deccan. Their king, Indra, son of
Krsna, was defeated by Jayasimha of the earlier Calukya dynasty, and from that time
they were feudatories to the Cilukyas. Dantidurga, who founded the greatness of the
line and assumed pompous titles, was deposed by his uncle Krgna I. After Krgna I,
ths next great king was Dhruva who carried on war on both fronts, namely, on the
north as well as on the south. He forced the Pallavas to pay a tribute of elephants,
while crossing the Vindhyas he humbled Vatsardja.

Govinda III (794-814 A.D.), the greatest muonarch of the line, made himself
suzerain over the region between the Vindhyas and the Tungabhadri. He also conguered
Liita where he made his brother Indrardjs viceroy. After Govinda, who inflicted a
crushing defeat on the Pratihara, Nagabhata II (cir. 807 or 808 A.D.), the state suffered
from internal complications, which checked for a time its conquering activity.
Amoghavarsa had himself pre-occupied by the war with the Bastern Cilukyas. A
number of weak princes succeeded him, and the next great king made war on
the king of the Colas, on whom ‘had devolved the task of ecarrying on war with the

prominent Deccan Power. Krsna ' III defeated the Cola king Rajaditya al the battle

of Takkolam (949 A.D.),

The last king of the dynasty, Ka.tlu 11, bad {o fight the Paramirag of Mslwu nad also
the princes of the Calukya dynmsty. When Mulkhed was at the mercy of the northern
‘enemy, the Calukya warrior Taila restored thtddar line, and established tho oaukyu
il dynuty at Kalydni (978 A.D.). -

‘ﬂu Oﬂukwﬁmmuta M.—Jﬂp asm-m-o s ﬂn mﬂmnm m W
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(IV) And a few decades later the place of the Pallavas as the
suzerain power in the extreme south was taken by the Colag,®
who continued to hold a supreme position almost to the eve of

R s i e ...._-...7,._.._.*_.._, 0 S i e AT TN sl s A

The Later Calukyas.—In addition to these, local (alukya princes, who had probably
become the vassals of the Rasirakiitas, were ever ready to assert themselves. The dynasty
of Taila also claimed descent from fhe older line and as soon as it was established, it
had to carry on war on the two fronts. Taila (978-997 A.D.), the first king, had to fight
Muiija of Malwa, who after sixteen successful raids lost his life in the 17th attack.
The next kings, Satyasraya, Vikramiaditys and Jayasimha, had fo fight the Colas,
The war was a terrible one and went on with varying successes on both sides. In 1052 A.D.
was fought the battle of Koppam in which Cola Rajadhiraja lost his life. Someévara 1
(1040-1069 A.D.), who fought at Koppam, took up the cause of the Eastern Calukya prince
Kulottunga. He was however defeated at Bezwada and Kudal Sangam and committed
suicide.

The war was continued by Xulottunga, an heir to the Eastern Ofdlukyas who
ascended the Cola throne. But during Vikramaditya VI's long reign, after the
peace with the Colas, the Hoysalas made an attack on the Calukyas. Vikramaditya VI
ruled for a long time (1076-1127). Within thirty years of his death, the Empire broke
up and the Kalacuryas usurped authority in a large portion of the Empire, under Vijjala
(1156-1167). But the Kalacuryas themselves were weakened by the usurpation of Vasava.

(28) Tamil India and the Rise of the Cola Power.—As stated already, in the Ist
century A.D. the Colas had risen to power and welth under able kings like Karikals
the Blackfoot. But this early supremacy was destroyed by various causes and for
some time the Ceras rose to power. Very soon, however, they were supplanted by the
Pallavas and during their ascendency the Ceras, Colas and Pandyas all had to remain
‘ontent with the subserviemt position of feudatories.

But the Pallavas as the predominant power of the South had to contend with » e
number of enemies, wiz., the Calukyas in the North and the Pandyas in the South md 4
other enemies. »
: The Pallavas suffered defeat at the hands of Vikramaditya 1 Cilakyt {?ll) 1
“on the extinction of the Calukyas, their successors, the Rastrakitas inherited the quarrel

dexda. 1T inflicted a crushing defeat on the Kanchi rulers. In their weakness |

were attacked by, the me, under Vmswna i, 85) but the Pmyu
] u!wfwm SR M )
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the Mussalman conquest of the south.®  Ag a result of this, four
great political powers arose and warred for supremacy keeping
under check a number of other kingdoms and feudatories who
transferred their allegiance to the more successful conqueror. The
mutual hostility of these kept them engaged and prevented them
from presenting a common front to the Islamic hordes that con-
tinued to knock at the gates of India. The Gurjara-Pratiharas
continued to act as a bulwark to the further eastern advance of
the Mussalmans who had however the good fortune of having an
ally in the Rastrakutas.”” Roughly, such a state of things lasted
for nearly two centuries. While these struggles were gomg on,

formed marriage nllmncc with the Iastern (,xﬂukv&s and put down the Pipdvss He
was succeeded by Rajendra Cola, who, not satisfied with a Tamil Empire, advanced
agaigst the Palas (assuming the title of Gangaikonda) and sent an expedition against
the kingdom of Srivijaya in Sumatra. His unfortunate successor lost his life in the
battle of Koppam while fighting with the Calukyas, which work was carried on by his
SUCCERSOTS.

(24) Pandya Revival—Vijayilaya's line was then ended by Xulottuiga (1070-
1118).  This prince warred on to conquer Kalifiga, repelled the Calukyas and fought
the Hoysilas. The last powerful ruler was Rajaraja TIT (1216-1248). After him the
Colas declined and the Pandya Siri-Maravarman became powerful, capturing and burn.
ing Tanjore. Jatdvarman Sundera Pandya (1251.1275), was a powerful ruler, but Moslem
invasion under Malik Kafur brought the kingdom under Sultan Alauddin Khilji
(1810 A.D.).

(25) Decline of the Gurjara-Pratihdras,—The Gurjara-Pratibira Empire suffered
from decay after the death of Mahendrapaladeva (908 A.D.), who may be regarded as the
last great Lord BSuzersin of North India. Mahendrapila was succeeded by Bhoja I1
and then by Mahipala, who is called Rajadhirdja of Aryavarta by the poet Rajasekhara.
It was probably in his reign that the Moslem traveller Masaudi visited - India.  He
has left o record of his four greast armies each numbering 7,00,000 men. B_utjm
Bmpire received a terrible shock at the hande of Indra IIT (cir. 916 A.D.). = This. .’
Rastrakuta attack weskened the Empire, though it did mot crush it. Aﬁerlhmpﬂ\
- cawe Mahendrapala 1T, Devapala (cir. 948), Viiay&pﬁu snd Bliytplh m eommm
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on in the North-Western fmntier the Kabul state held
own under its Brahmin usurpers till the end of the Xth oentury
and the first quarter of the XIth.

Further - Feudgl Disintegration.—The middle of the
Xth century witnessed great) political changes and was signalised
by great events which were to change the course of later history.
After king Mahipala or Vinayakapala, who had succeeded in res-
toring the fortunes of his family, the Gurjara-Pratihara monarchy
underwent a steady disintegration and the ruler of Kanauj suf-
fered constant attacks from his feudatories, who not only asserted
their independence but turned their arms against their
late master.  Prominent among these new states of Northern
India were those ruled over by Rajput princes who made dynastie
war and mutual hostility the sole objective of their existence.
The country fast moved on the path of catastrophe. , The danger
of the common enemy who was knocking at the gates could hardly
rouse these princes to a sense of duty.

The danger of Islamic invasion became however greater day
by day and though adverse political circumstances and the distance
of the Indian frontier removed for a time the Arab menace, an :
offshoot the Samani kingdom ruled by the virile Turki converts
was established at Ghazni. Tt was destined to become. the point
dappui of the Moslem in his designs against the fertile plains of
India. That state passed to the hands of able rulers like Alaptgin,
\ ;.suwﬁm and Mahmm'l. the last of wham was desmmamt nls
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~ but to absorb the state of Kabul and Lahore. Islam gained
ground every day and the religion of the Prophet spread among
the wild hillmen partly by force but more through the excel-
lence of that religion over the debased Buddhism current in those
places.  The Kabul state under the remowned kings Javapila
and-Anandapila fought against Sultan Mahmud, but their weak
forces, though occasionally strengthened by contingents of
neighbouring rulers, could do nothing against the invaders flushed
with zeal and superior in fighting capacity and brilliant general-
ship.

With the fall of the Shiahi kingdom of Kabul,® the natural
barrier of protection passed to the ever-vigilant Mussalman
enemy, who had in Mahmud’s lifetime annexed the greater part
of the Punjab. Later on, the weak successors of Mahmud found
a refuge in this Indian territory.®’

From that time, however, the Mussalman conquest of India
- was a foregone conclusion though a respite of nearly two centuries
was granted to the Indian princes of Hindustan, through the

(26) Fall of the Shahis —Jayapals lost Lamghan and the regions to the west of the
Indus to Subuktigin. After hie death, his son Anandapdla fought till 1009 or 1010, when.
he wae killed in battle. His son Trilocanapala carried on the struggle but he was
forced to submit. Towards the close of his life, he seems to have lost his kingdom
(1021). His successor, the last of the Brahmana Sihis, Bhimapila, died in 1026. The
greater part of the Punjab including Lahore passed to Mahmud of Ghazni,

{27) Ghaznivite Sultans of Lahora —After the death of Sultan Mahmud, his son
Massud became king. He ruled ‘his father's Empire and ‘appointed ‘a Kazi lnd a
Governor to rule the Punjab, Eéumiohmodnomployodﬂmdu
" eoldiers. Eugenudanﬁqhemodonzﬂdlmm
- being unfaithful to bis waster, he was killed.
©in India, bus the western part of his empire being siacked by
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weakness of Mahmud’s successors® and the constant rivalry of

the Ghazpivite and the Ghori princes. Northern India remained
in the meanwhile a medley of principalities wedded to a policy of

eternal hostxhty and mutual strife. There arose new princes and (9
rival dynasties. But, in this new mandala the fighting energies

of each state was neutralised by the hostility of its neighbours.
Rajput princes ruled in these states. ~ War for supremacy
became the objective of these ambitious princes and the boundaries
of each state varied with the success or failure of the ruling prince.
Consolidation of authority or the building of a stable empire
was beyond the comprehension or genius of these chiefs. War
for military glory continued the end and aim of their existence and

the age was one of chivalric anarchy. States gained ascendency in
turn. Able rulers like Bhoja of Malwa, Karna of Cedi, Madana-

candra of Kanauj carried on the eternal struggle which did nothing
but weaken the country before the very eyes of the advancing enemy.

Of the new Ra]put families, the Cahamana ruled in Sambhar”-

(28) The Decline and Fall of Ghazni—On Bahram's death his son Khasru became
king. He lost Ghazni first to the Turks and then to the Ghoris. Khasru had to retire

to Lahore where bhe ruled fcr seven years. The last prince of the house of Mahmud,

Khasru IT, was defeated, captured and killed by Shaliabuddin Mahomed Ghori (1191 A.D.).
Coins ¢f the (Ghaznivide Sultans of Liahore have come down to us and some of ih.»

bear Sanskrit inscription and are copied from Hindu 8héhi coins,
(29) The Cahamana Kingdom of Sambliara.—Tt was founded by one Biwh, vh

J and whose immediate successors distinguished themselves in the strugg
; Anbs of Bmdh The Biyo!h stone mscnphon gives us an account of

Lok
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‘and Ajmir, the Params‘xra‘in Malwa,® the Haihaya in Cedi,®
the Candella in Bundelkhand @) thc Caulukya in GU]a.mt.,

(80) Tha Paramira K:ngdom of Malwa, with its capital at Dhus, became powerful
during the latter half of the Xth century. The first king to assume independence was
Biyakadeva, who was followed by Vakpatirijadeva, Mufija and Sindhuridjadeva. Muiija
who fought Tailapa (973-997) was killed by him in battle. Bhoja (1010-1055) was the
greatest king of the dynasty. He was a great author, lawyer, poet and writer on various
subjects and was the greatest ruler of his time. He fought the Mussalmans or
TPurugkas in addition to the adjacent ememy states of Gujarat, the kings of the 2nd
Calukya dynasty of the south, and the Cedis of the east, who were connected with
the Calukyas by marriage. During this struggle Dhara was once occupied by Bhima
of Gujarat and once by Jayasimha Calukya. Bhoja also fought the Turks. Probably
he attacked the rear of Mahmud after the sack of Somnath and sent a contingent to
help Anandapila. After Bhoja, there was disorder in the kingdom and Bhoja's successor
Jayasimha was placed on the throne with the aid of Vikramaditya Calukya. XKing
Ddayaditya restored the fortunes of the family and his son Laksmanadeva seems to
have waged war on all sides. He was followed by Naravrman (1100-1138) and
Yadovarman who suffered defeat at the hands of the Calukyas and Jayasimha Siddhardja
of Gujarat who imprisoned him in a cage. His successor Jayavarman was defeated
by Kumirapiladeva of Gujarat and was decapitated.  Other kings ruled after him,
namely, Ajaya-Varman, Vindhya-Varman (who recoverecd much of his ancestral territory
from Gujarat and fought the Gujarat kings), Subhata-Varman, Arjuna-Varman and
( Devapala-Varman in whose line the main line of the Paramiras was ended with the
attack of Bultan Iltutmish.

(81) The Haihaya Princes of Cedi were probably not [eudatories to the Gurjara-Prati-
hiaras. From inscripfions we know that the earliest king was Kokkala,  After him
came Dhavala, Bilaharsa, Yuvarijadeva Laksmana, Sankaragana (Yuvardja IT) and
Kakalla who were followed by Gangeyadeva (who reigned till 1040). He seems fo have
occupied Benares and fought Bhoja but was worsted. After him came Karna, who
next to Bhoja was the greatest king in Arydvarta. He conquered many kings, extended
this Empire over Trikaliiga, Behar and a large part of Hindustan. After his long reign
(1040-1080) his son Yadaskarpa carried on the tradition of his father, ruling till 1125. He
was followed by Gayakarns, Narasimha-Varman, Jayssimha and Vijayasimha who
reigned up to the end of the XIIth century when the dynasty fell with the attacks of
the Mussalmans under Shahabuddin Ghori and his successors in the Delhi Sultanate.

(82) The Candratreya or Candella Dynasty of Bundelkhand, with capital at Khajuraho,
-was founded by a prince named Nannuka (see V. Smith’s art. in Ind. Ant., Vol. XXXVII).
The early kings were probably feudatories of a greater power, i.e., the Gurjara Putihufng
Nannuka was followed by Vikpati, Vijaya, Rahila. Srﬂn.rn. Yadovarman, the |
‘being followed by Dhanga, a powerful king who i¢ said tohmbe\p.a;r.mah againg
‘ﬁablﬁsil He was followed by Ganda (1000-1023), a contemporary of ] ~whom |

\ﬂ'n son  Vidyadhara mﬂwhd & crushing blow on W]‘gﬂly
Mmmablykin.ahim (wm;mw tba%m M
, of the kings '
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the Gahadavala in Kanauj,®” the Pala in Magadha, the Stra, and
later on, the Sena ruled in Western Bengal ® Himalayan states

and was followed by Devavarman who called himself an independent monarch. Kirti-
varman was a mnbemporsry and epemy of Karpa, the Cedi king, and the two fought
for. supremacy. He was followed by Sallaksmana who warred on Malwa and Cedi.
After him came (1110 A.D.) Jayavarman and Prthivivarman (1120-1125). The next king
Madanavarman repelled an attack by Siddhardja Jayasimha of Gaujarat and humbled the
kings of Malwa and Cedi, be himself being & friend of the Gahadavila king of
Kanauj. The last important king of this line was Paramardideva (1165-1203). He
was worsted by the Cahamana PrthvIrija (1182) and again by Kutubuddin who captured
the fort of Kalgfijara. After him, there were three kings but the line had to fight the
Turks conetantly and sank into insignificance.

(88) The Caulukya Dynmasty of Gujardt, with its capital at Anhilward, was founded by
Milaraja (Xth century). The Gujarat kings had to fight not only the Calukyas of the
South, the Parméaras of Malwa, the Cabaménas of Sambhara, but the Arabs of Sindh
and later on the Turks. Milardja was succeeded by Camunda (997-1010). He defeated
and killed Sidhuraja of Malwa. After two unimportant kings, Bhima I became the
uler (1022-1064). He was a contemporary of Bhoja and Karpa Cedi and it was-
during his reign that Mahmud of Ghazni raided Somnath. He was followed by
Karps (1064-1094). His successor Jayasimha Suddhardja (1094-11438) ofought the Arabs-
in' addition to the kings of Malwa and Cedi. Malwa was overrun cruelly, its king
was treated barbarously and it was partly occupied. His successor was Kumirapala
(1143-1178). He subjugated the Ciuhilote and the king of Malwa, fought against the
Cedis and was favourably inclined to the Jainas. He was succeeded by an incompetent

prince who was supplanted by Millardja TT (1176-1178). He was a king though a minor
and signally defeated Mubammad Ghori. Under his successor Bhima IT (1176-1241) snd’

the next prince, the Bigheldas usurped authority.  Four kings of this line, e.g.

Vidaladeva, Arjuna, Saranga and Karna ruled till 1303 when the kingdom was oanqmd»‘- s

by Alauddin Khiliji (1308). )

(84) Gahadavalas of Kanaw)—The first unportant king of the Gohuhvlh line of
Kanauj was Candradeva (cir. 1080) who conqured Kanauj from  the local ruler,
snd captured Benares and probsbly Oudh., He expelled the Turks to whom the
Pratihiiras had submitted and claimed to be the greatest moumhdiryluﬁtlﬁﬂ
 Bhoja Paramira and Cedi Karpa.  After him came Madanapila and mnext to him
Govinda-Candra, .who seems to have conquered the Cedis and extended b ampin
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like Nepal, Chamba, Kangra, Kashmir and Kamariapa, became ;
isolated from the mfluence of the nolitical-forces working: m
Hindustan, though maintaining their independence for some time. : :
““ ‘ In the Deccun and in the South the same state of affairs .
~“subsisted. ~There ton arose e dynasties ruling in various places,
eg., the Yadavas®™ of Devagiri in Mahdrdstra, the Hovsilas
of Dvira-Samudra,® (further vouth) the K«kam as of Wamngal o

tiew are slec fortheoming. Bat during the XITth :«murv the Benas of Lnksmm;ivth b&-
W7 came powerfui. The founder of the dyuasty wus Sumastascna, who was followed by -
¥ Hemanissens, sud Viiavasens. The son of the last, Bellalasena, was & powerful king end
extended his domimions, Under his son. Labsmenssena, the country was invaded - by
thy Twrks voder Muhummad-i-bin Bekbugar but the Senas continued to rule in Esatern
Bingal for some time more.
(38) The Yadavas of Devagiri claimed dewent frem a feudstory of the Oflukyas named
Drdapiabara, the rnler of s small kingdom wsteblished during the middle of fhe IXth.-~
twey AJQN In his faumily ceme sbls fondstory princes bke Bhiliems 1I, Vdﬁgi.
and Bhillssan T11. Bhillama IV declared hiv independence sud established his ospitel
-t Devagiri (1187). s chiel enemies wers the Ho_vsnla Yadavas of Dvarassmudra. He
;‘" was Buceeeded by Jaitogi acd by Binhens the mos: powerful kKing of the line (1210:1247)..
- While the (Ghories were oguquering Aryivarts, Finhanay wss bulding up an empire and
ﬂghung vho king of Gujarst. The' next important king was Riémscandra (1371.1300) . .
in wheee tlme Alanddin veduced the kingdom (o vasselsge. Afterwards it wes annexed
“ltothe Turko-Pathen Enipires . -
(87) The Hoysalas of Drarasomudra were g "mmzmn dynasty cluiming descent tmu. d
 one Bila, who was followed by Vinsyiditys (1047.1100).  The mert grest king was ﬁ.}‘
M‘ﬁ:nclm-;i who geve up Jaivisw and becamie a Vaispiva (1104.1186) and made himself -
| mester of @ Jarge southern empire with Dvirasanwira as capital: = Affer i um
9 I Rtrmmh: T and Vies num.«n (172-1218) who whs W&d&tmg bul pom ai
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‘the kings of Orissa,® not to mention a host of small principalities
and feudatories owing allegiance to the nearest powerful prince
of the locality.,

. In the medley' of states, there was neither cohemon nor any .

political purpose. The pxlinces ‘thought of nothing but eternal
war and dynastic hostility.  Despotic as they were, everything
depended on their pleasure. The people had ceased to have any
interest in politics. Religion decayed, the art of war became anti-
quated, and society stagnant. Nobody thought of the country’s
interest. .

The Mussalman, flushed with victory and fired by his religious
fervour, had long bided his time. In the person of Shibabuddin
Ghori, the spirit of conquest re-awakened. The ground had already
been prepared and after a short struggle, the Hindu military
resistance collapsed with the second battle of Taraim and the death
of Prthvirija. The Turko-Afghans carried everything before them.

Principalities melted away, armies were annihilated and the plain

of Hindustan passed to the hands of the Turki conquerors almost
within the space of a decade.
Sudden and sweeping as the tide of conquest was, it failed,

however, to break the spirit of the people. The armies of Islam

* could conquer kingdoms but they could not put an end to Hindu
~ culture. Patriotic Rajput princes and tribes carried on an almost
"fc@n!mnous ‘nesmtmce, Muny of them took shelter in the hﬂls
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and deserts. The inaccessible South retained its independence
for: another hundred years, till the military geniug of Sultan
Alauddin Khilji, seconded by the zeal of Malik Kafur, enabled'
Islamic armies to. penetrate the South. Yet even then the Mussal-
man could not establish universal rule over India. The Hindu
line of resistance, though broken, showed a new front. The war
against: Islam and Mussalman advance continued all through
the: centuries till the advent of the European, as we shall see in
a: subsequent chapter. Successive revivals took place and every
time the Hindu made a bid for his lost political power and missed
success: only through unforeseen causes and circumstances which
the-historian of causes and events hardly explains accurately.
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POLITICS AND PUBLIC 'LIFE
BOOK X : IN MEDIAEVAL HINDU INDIA

From the above summary of Indian political history we can
easily sum up the main political tendencies which operated during
the whole period from the Hindu resurrection of the IVth century
A.D. to the eve of the Mussalman conquest of Hindustan during
the close of the XIIth century A.D. These appear to be the fol-
lowing :— -

(1) First of all, there was a confinued tendency to a-further
break-up, though we meet with the periodic rise of stgong powers
like the Palas and the Pratibdras. Along with this tendency to
break up there was a further development of sub-infeudation and the
rise of small local dynasties, which transferred their allegiance to
the predominant power of the day. This received its culmination
;in the rise of the Rajputs and their vassal nobility.

(2) Gradual shifting of the centre of political .interest from
the East to the West, caused partly by the invasion and immigra-
tion of foreign races-and partly through the establishment of the
Islamic power on the border of north-western India.

. (8) The disappearence of Republics and Republicanism.
b , \4) Perpetual ‘dynastic war which wasted the rewuroes of
inces and weakened the lcmgdoms e
(53 Wnﬁl i
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regal power. Taxes came to be multiplied, the King's voice be-
came supreme in the state, though he could not as yet claim legis-
lative authority. This remained as the only real check on royal
1rresponslb1hty

I.  The tendency to break up is remarkable and. requlres no.
elucidation. With the fall of the Mauryas, the idea of a ruler
controlling the whole of India ‘up to the seas ' almost passed
away. As we have seen, India became divided into a number of
littorals. Barly in the IVth century A.D., five such littorals -
are recognizable, with a paramount power in each, and
flanked by feudatory states. These included (a) the Trans-Indus
regions, (b) Kashmir and the hills, (¢) the Plain of Hindustan,
(d) the Deccan, (¢) the Tamilakam. Inspite of changes of
dynasties and the multiplication of new states, these divisions
survived as in Harsa’s time, when we have had (a) the Trans-
Indus regions under their own kings, (b) Kashmir under its own
king, (&) Hinﬂustan nnder its suzerain monarch, Harsa, (d) the
Deccan under Calukya Pulakedi TI, and (e) the extreme South
under its overlord the Pallava Narasimhavarman.

The reign of Harsa, politically uneventful in the history of
India, is an important landmark. As in Adoka’s case, we find his
spirit of pacifism leading to another political catastrophe attended
with foreign invasion, disunion and disruption.  The idea of an
Indian Empire strong: enougb to chastise the foreign foe is not only

almost forgotten, but receives rather a serious condemnatlon from;:'?-.f.
Bina who holds up the prospect of an ideal India ruled by innumer-

‘.able pnncely families. Harsa's death was fOBdwed by, m @3
oonfumdn and turmoxl wlnch sa.w Ohinm mterf rence
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India. After a century of such struggles and fightings, two new
powers were established in Northern India, namely, the Pratibaras
in the West and the Pilas in the East. The Deccan remained un-
der its own suzerain\ power, though here a struggle went on bet-
ween the rival dynasties of the Calukyas and the Rastrakitas. In
course of time, the Eastern Calukyas also rose into prominence,
and several dynasties, the Somavamsis and Gangas, held sway
in the northern part of the Coromandal coastal region. In
the extreme south, the Pallavas held suzerain power for a long
time but were supplanted by the Colas, the Pandyas and Ceras
remaining under their sway. In the Trans-Indus region, Sind
and Multan passed to the Arabs, but the Shahiya kingdom, with
its capital first at Kabul and later on at 'Wahind (Udabhanda)
under a line of Brahmin rulers, continued to hold out for nearly
two more centuries. i

_ With the dawn of the XIth century, we have had a new
political condition characterised by a further break-up.  The
Kabul state was annexed to the Ghazni Empire after it had waged
a bitter struggle against Sabuktigin and Sultan Mahmud. At
the same time, the Pratihiara monarchy, which had defended the
frontiers of India for nearly two centuries under-went decay and

dismemberment. Tts place was taken not by a single power but
| by a large number of new states ruled by Rajput dynasties, name-
1y, the state of Ajmere-Sambhara under the Cihamanas, the state
of Kanauj under the Gahadavalas, the state of Malwa under the
Pmmim ﬁ:e shte of Gn}a.rat under the Cauluk u, tho M s
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of the Yadavas of Devagiri and the Kakatiyas of Warangal, with
a part passing to the Hoysalas of Dvarasamudra. The Colas
ceased to exist: their northern territories passed to the Gangas
while the Pandyas also asserted themselves for a time.

This continuous war and the tendency to. break up contri-
buted to the multiplication of feudatory families and we reach
an overwhelming total towards the close of Hindu independence.
Hereditary feudatory lines ruled in districts and divisions and a
~ large part of the territories of a kingdom passed into their hands.
Their existence not only weakened the central authority in the
kingdoms, but also intensified the magnitude and the bitterness of
wars.

Tt is impossible to mal\e as yet a catalogue of these feudatory
families, but their increasing number is apparent from the records
which have come to us with perhaps a large number yet to be
discovered. Most of these were ruled by princes of a new fighting
aristocracy known as the Rajputs. The real history of the rise of
the Rajputs, their organisation into thirty-six Kulas and their
gradual spread over the greater part of Northern and Central
India is yet to be wriften. Of the principalities in the region
of hills, must be mentioned small states like Chamba, Mandi,
Suchet or Kot Kangra, which sometimes acknowledged the supre-
macy of a powerful neighbour but asserted independence. whenever
opportunitics came,  New lines come to our view in the plain
~ of Hindustan or in Rajputana. New states arose on the eastern
border, and new dynasties arose in Nephl A Rastrakuta dmsty-
asta.bhshed itself in a part of Magadha. nas
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dynasty arose with capital at Bijapur and another at Hastikundi.
A branch of the Cedis established themselves at Ratnapur, ruling
Southern Kodala. Yadava families ruled near Mathurd and .
Mahavana. Petty Cihamana dynasties arose at Nadul and.
Brahmapataka with - infumerable princelings under them.

These as well as minor Paramara dynasties like those of Candra-
vati or Abu acknowledged the supremacy of the Gujarat
princes or other powerful kings. Minor Tomara families in
addition to those ruling at Delhi also existed. Bhat{i Rajputs
ruled in many places of the Punjab. Kathiawar was parcelled
out among the Guhilas, Cudasamas or Yadavas, the more important
Guhila family being that of Mangrol. The Kacchapaghatas (ori-
ginally ruling at Narwar and acknowledgeing Candella suzerainty)
established themselves in the region near about Gwalior, with
a branch ruling at Dubhakunda. These princes percelled out
the country among them and held as well as granted tracts of
land on militery service. While greater families perished these
princelings continued to exist and warred against the enemies of
their clan as well as the Mussalmans. To ensure the interest of
their families and to command an armed retinue they parceﬁed
out their lands among their kinsmen or the Kulas. In course of

centuries of warfare, there arose a type of clan-fendalism which o

i still subsists in Rajputana and many of the leading families of
n}édw\ral and modern India claim descent from Mm ajput

\.
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time afterwards, the pre-eminence of Kanauj passed to Delhi where
the Cahaménas established themselves and fought against the
Turco-Afghans under Muhammad Ghori.

 Disappearance of Republics.—Side by side republics
decayed. The Vijayagadh inscription solemnising the vic-
tory of a nameless Mahardja and Mahasendpati of the
Yaudheyas (G. I. No. 58), is practically the last record of a
non-monarchical state, if we except the traditional republican
confederation of the Brahmanas of Kerala. According to local
tradition the Kerala Brahmins subdivided the land into 64 districts
and had it ruled by an elected official and an assembly of 64 chiefs
each representing one of these divisions. After a time, there was
internal discord, as a result of which power was handed over to
the Perumal or local sovereign who assumed royal authority.

With the exception of this we have practically no information
about any non-monarchical state or community subsisting in
medieval India. 'Whadt became of them and why they perished
is the question which troubles a historian. At one time non-
monarchical states were a political power in the country, but, as
we have noticed, they became fewer and fewer and in the age
succeeding that of the Samhitas they existed only in the fringe
areas or in inaccessible mountainous regions. Even in the age of
foreign domination these republics, though few, succeeded in
maintaining their existence and resisted their foreign and home
enemies. But after the VIth century A.D. they ceased to eXiBt
altogether. b

In the absence of a well recorded history the chief causes that;f,
~ we can assign to their disappearance are to be sought for in the

1ang socml and pohtmul oomimotmf ﬁle cou:nh‘y A.a we ha,
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principle and decayed -with the rise of monarchical authority.

Indeed: the rise of Magadha and Kogala had led to the destruc-
tion of a large number of them even in the Vth century B.C.
Magadha absorbed a large mumber of those states which existed -
in the lifetime of Buddha, while the Sakyas, the kinsmen of
Buddha, were destroyed by the tyrannical Virudhava. The
despots of these days regarded these non-monarchical tribes as
thorns in their own flesh and constantly sought opportunities to
destroy them. The desire for the unification of the whole country
also brought them face to face with these states. This is apparent
from the teachings of the Arthadastra, which calls upon kings to
bring Sanghas to submission.

But there was another significant and more powerful cause
of decay. As time went on and social complexities arose, these
non-monarchical states lost the solid foundation on which they
once were established. It is needless to point out that in most
of these states, a ruling oligarchy had the sole voice in the
administration. They thus dominated over a subject population
which had no political power. In course of time, the
latter gained in strength. Kconomic necessity made the ruling
tribe look to their assistance. The subject populations seem fo have

_ multiplied and as they increased in importance, the rule of tbe
. ohgarchy became something odius to them. The domination of

one clan or @f few, families could hardly be tolerated, and thns
: wnmbuted to the waakemng of the non-monarchical stat
s on tha _other hnnd, ,stoodﬂon a h:gher kwelu
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community. Caste, in later time, took a turn towards a ** racial
federation,”’ and the castes retaining a certain amount of internal
autonomy gladly accepted royal rule which looked to the recogni-
tion of their rights and customs as an accepted principle.

The next cause was the internal jealousy between the chiefs
and families.  Nothing more need be said on this head. The
history of the Yadavas proves it.  Buddha too warns against
mutual jealousy and the crafty monarchist of the IVth century
B.C. clearly shows how corporations could be ecasily destroyed by
adding fuel to the fire of jealousy existing between families or
individuals.

All these factors contributed to the weakening of the
republican clans or tribes. Then, with the weakening of the
Gupta power in Hindustan, there began another series of foreign
invasions and migrations of trans-frontier peoples to India. In
the midst of this turmoil, tribe-leaders or oligarchs were compelled
to change their old attitude of local independence and political
isolation. Many such turned their energies to greater advantage
by allowing themselves to be merged in the new fighting
aristocracy and turning dynasts themselves. Instances of such are
not wanting; the Licchavis established a dynasty in Nepal, while .
the Yadavas, so long associated with the non-monarchical principle, °
established principalities for themselves and one of these ruling
families established a considerable empire.

India a Medley of States.—Thus, on the eve of Mussal-'
man invasion India was transformed into a medley of

_ states, owning no suzerain and having no pohtw,a] purpow '
~and the countrv suffered  from the evils of pf‘er‘enni%
~ dynastic wars. ~ Its ruling princes were contmuomlyn fighti

"’-‘a',gainst one anothea‘ wﬁhout dqxpmlggto thmk’“ :
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governing their states or respecting the rights of their neighbours.
Each state had its enemies on all its flanks with allies in the rear
of these ¢nemies. The country suffered from the evils of an
unstable political équilibrium. War was the normal objective of -
princes, war for self-presenvation on the part of the weaker kings,
and war of aggression for the stronger. Once a war broke out, the
commotion was felt throughout the country and princes held them-
selves in readiness for resisting enemies or coming to the succour
of allies. , Ambitious conquerors traversed vast distances to impose
their suzerainty upon weaker princes. Thus, the Palas under
Dharmapala advanced as far west as Kanauj, the Pratiharas
advanced from western India to the heart of Hindustan, and
the Rastrakiitas traversed the whole of the south and the Deccan
to wrest the sovereignty of Kanauj from the Pratiharas. Each
state had its enemies on all sides. Thus the Pilas suffered
attacks from the east, from the west by the Pratihiras and from
the south by the Colas and later on by the Senas. The
Pratiharas were similarly assailed on all sides. They were
attacked by the Palas from the east, the Rastrakiutas from the
south, by their fendatories from Bundelkhand and the Mussalmans
from the west. The Calukyas and the Rastrakitas of the Deccan
were similarly assailed by the Tamil power from the south while
they had to resist the attacks of the northern powers. The
‘predominant Tamil powers, the Pallavas and the Colas, were in
Vthexr turn bonsta.ntly fighting their northern enemies in addmon_
wh reby vassals. i
’;‘phase oi polﬂucal emtenoc. the eﬂh‘
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all round and the a,tta.lnment of superior position by any ruler
was sure to cause a series of attacks on it. Thus, the Paramaras
of Malwa waged war on all sides and were attacked in turn by
the Calukyas from the south, the Cedis from the east and the
Gujarat Calukyas from the west, They, in their turn, did the
same. act of aggression to their neighbours and such wars were
always accompanied by acts of cruelty. King Mufija led 16
expeditions against the Calukyas, only to be defeated and put to
death by the enemy in the last expedition. The Calukyas of
Gujarat warred with tenacity and vigour on all the adjacent states,
namely on Malwa and Ajmer. Similarly, the Cahamanas were
waging war on three fronts, namely, against the Caulukyas in the
west, against the Candellas, Tomaras and Géhadavilas in the east,
with the Mussalmans on the west. Similar was the case with the
Cedis and the Gahadavalas of Kanauj. In such a state of affairs,
the resources of princes and of dynasties were sure to be spent
up in course of these internecine wars. The maximum life of a
dynasty was not more than two centuries and unless an able or
warlike king was sueceeded by an efficient prince on his throne
a catastrophe was sure to follow. Foreign invaders and rebellious
vassals often completed the ruin of great royal lines.

Savagery in Warfare.—The wars of the period were
~ characterised by a savagery and ° inhumanity which gave
~ the country a foretaste of the brutalities of foreign con-
querors later on. In course of these struggles, the laws of

war were often forgotten and horrible miseries were

_ipflicted on the unoffending people of the contendmg states"
~ Populous cities were often plundered mth mhnmanw;r or. were
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'skcking of Kafici by the Calukyas who dmoinated the Deccan,
We have, 1nformat10n on these points from the conquerors them-
selves, since the princes of this period were not ashamed fo pro-

claim their own brutal exploits. And we may cite the boast of a :

Ras&mkuta king that he Had reduced the great city of Kananj
into Kufasthali. Similarly, the Colas assumed the title of
Madhurintaka to signalise their destructoin of the eity of Madura.
Another Cola king hoasted of having burned Kalvan, the capital
of the later Cdlnkyas.  Other capital cities like Manyakheta,
Dhira or Anhilawarpattana fared no hetter. The Paramira
Sivaka sacked Malkhed, while Dhari repeatedly suffered at the
hands of the Calukyas and other enemies. Anhilwara experienced
the same fate.

Not to speak of cities, provinces and countries suffered
terribly. The sack of Gujarat by Kulacandra became proverbial.
The Colas claimed to have burned the Kalinga country (S.I.I

TIT.79.  Vikrama Cola claimed to have burned not only the
Kalinga country but also the city of Kampili as well as the whole

of Rattapadi. As to the burning of the Rastrakita countrv by

Rijendra Cola, we have an account in the Soratur inscrintion.

Acmrdmo to that record, the Cola army numbering 9,00,000
_ pillaged the whole country slaughtering Brahmanas, women md

children and destroved the modesty of women by foreibly cammg , g

“them off. Another Cola record speaks of the destruction of non-

‘,‘:{mmhatﬁnts 'Ewhtle“tha ‘Hoysila Visnuvardhana claims to Thave

humedaﬂ sownsand terrxtanes (Fleet, D. K 1 HR s P _4962'
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ing enemies. The story of the cruel indignities heaped upon
Muiija and his sad end is almest shocking. His death was
avenged by Bhoja who in his turn suffered a.cruel death at the hands
of the Calukyas.  Sindhuriija was probably killed by Camunda
of Gujarat. The Rastrakiita Amoghavarsa T elaims to have put
to death some Eastern Calukva prince while the same boast is
made by Jaitrapila, the Yadava king of Devagiri, who put to death
in cold blood the defeated Kikativa prince Rudradeva.  The
record of the Colas is worse than shocking. We have repeated
mention of the decapitation of the conquered Piandya king and of
other rivals. Tn some other records helonging to Rajadhiraja and
Vira Rijendra I, we have the account of Manabharana Pandya
being decapitated while a Kerala prince is deseribed as having
been trampled to death under the feet of an elephant. Brutal also
is the record of the Gujarat kings and Kumarapala, supposed to
have been a Jain, hoasts of having put a conquered king of
Malwa in a cage while he had the severed head of another sus-
pended at the gate of his own palace.

Ladies of prineely families very oiften suffered at the hands
of the enemies of their family. Thus Ha.rﬂa s sister Rajyadri was
put in chains.  The Cola Vira Rajendra T boasted of having cap-
tured and cnslaved the wives of Ahavamalla. We have still
something worse and Vira Rijendra boasts of having killed a chief,

enslaved the sister and daughter of a conquered prince and cut off -
the ears and nose of the mother of a defeated enemy. (8. T. T.
H1, No. 20), .
- The destruction of sacred phces was not unknown, One
 Wost Calukya inscription formally accuses the Cola king of having
‘ .ﬁﬂmﬂﬂaﬁn ‘temp!m in tbe Bﬂvoh—wwﬁwe» Thﬁ VMW&S of
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THE PEOPLE AND THE PROVINCES

The Peoplc.———Iu the midst of this perennial warfare,
the pcople ceased to be an important factor in the political life of
the country. “They ‘had neither the right nor the voice to control
their kings. They became!more or less a passive agent in the
domain of public adminstration and their business was to obey
their masters, leaving them to mould their destiny. In the big

military monarchies of the day, no representative Assemblies -

existed in which the people could voice their sentiments. The
ministers only and the feudatories could speak before the king,
but the former depended on the king for advancement while in the
case of the latter, their importance depended on their military
strength.” The priestly classes enjoyed a position of privilege,
since the Brihmana was the sacerdotal order and expounded the
law, but even then they worked more to their own interest by
living in peace than force their will upon kings. The latter also
did their best to protect or reward them. ‘

This condition of abject dependence of the common people
was, however, ameliorated to some extent by the excellent system :
of local autonomy which prevailed in the different provinces ofv
India. Everywhere, the village community flourished wiﬂl

- unabated vxgour.‘ Tike small self-sufficient republios tbe
 managed their own affairs, ad]usted their own socio-
: © l{ts md"camﬁ on :

wddltmii m
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In course of time, municipal bodies arose in towns of various
provinces and these carried on the administration of the localities. -

The activity of these bodies often compensated for the neglect
or preoccupation of the eentral authority and these did much to
ensure the economic prosperity of the country. DBut often, the
evils of despotic system told upon the people and in extreme
cases of continued misrule, they rose either in rebellion or wel-
comed successful usurpers to end the tyranny of princes, who
added to taxes, violated the primary rights of the people or denied
justice to their subjects. In theory the moral right of revolution
resided in the people and they chose new rulers to supplant tyrants
who had proved themselves incompetent to rule.

The large number of states which existed in India hardly
possessed any permanent boundaries or linguistic or ethnic
peculiarities. They varied more or less in extent and popula-
tion and their prosperity or decline depended on the character
and military strength of their rules. At first, the tribal
principle predominated in the states but, gradually, that was sub-
stituted by the sovereign authority of a ruling dynasty. TFrom
the VIth century B.C., the process of umification was launched
by the contemporary rulers of KEastern India. Under the
Emperor Adoka, the unifying movement reached its high water-
mark but with the disruption of the Empire and the foreign
invasion the ideal of an All-India Empire passed away.

Affer the revival of Hindu political influence, India came

“to comprise different geographical units, each dominated by one
powerful dynasty, keeping whder check a number of feudatories.
In the midst of perennial war, dynustm changed and feu d“mﬂ i

g émnlhphedx But in the mﬂst of this tunpoﬂ it is difficult ml:
to note the ever~gmwmg,wnm0usne3ﬁ of Jocal separafism
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divergences of manners and customs made more defined and rein-
forced by the growth of the Prakrit dialects.

Local feeling had been growing ever since the spread of Aryan
culture in IIntlia, and even in the Dharmasitras, we find a dis-
crimination between the li'nd of the Aryans, and the land
of the outer settlers, together with a denunciation of the men
of the fringe areas like Vanga, Anga, Kalinga. At the same
time, the great difference in the manners and customs of the
North and the South is emphasised. In course of time, local
differences “ were intensified by local influences. The varied
degree of foreign domination as well as the growth of the various
Prakrit dialects and Apabhramsas contributed to this local
separatism. By the time of Vatsyayana, the people of different
localities came to possess certain peculiarities in social life and
mentality and he notes these with a view to emphasi%ing‘ the differ-
ences in social and sexual life. Of the localities differentiated on
the basis of these pecularities, the following are prominently
mentioned (according to Defasatmya) :—

1. Madhyadesa—Between Himalaya and Vindhya, up to
Prayaga in the East. Comm.
- 2. Balhika—Uttarapatha. Comm.
3. Land of the Indus Rivers—The Punjab.
4. Avanti—Region about Ujjain and western Malwa.
. Comm.
5. dInta-—-West of Western Malwa
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9. The country of the Nigarikas—Region about
Pataliputra. '

10.  Kosala and Strirajya.

11. Andhra—East of the Karnata region. Comm.

12. Maharastra—Between the Narmada and Karnata
Vigava. Comm. -

" 13, Dravida—South of Karpata Visava. Comm.

14. Strirajya—West of Vajravanta country. Comm.

15. Vanavasi—HEast of Kankapa Visaya. Comm.

16.  Gauda—Eastern India.

Coming to a study of the events of Indian political life, we
find a considerable element of consciousness in the minds of the
people of some localities.  The most prominent of such locali-
tis are Maharagtra.  RKarnata and Tamil India (land of the
Dravidas, Colas and Keralas). Between the Tamil powers (Cola
or Pallava) and the power in Maharastra there is a feeling of
perennial enmity. The Andhras too are on the way to develop- -
ing a separate ethnic unit under their kings and a similar #pirit
is discernible in Orissa. The Gaudas display their consciousness
in resisting the supremacy of the Guptas and other Hindustan
powers and gradually Priagjyotisa is on the way to separation poli-
tically. Local separatism is fostered in Nepal and in Kashmir
by their local isolation.' A similar tendency is noticeable in
Gujarat. In the Punjab and in the extreme north-western border

region the constant influx of new peoples and foreign invaders

s ~ tends to give the people of those regions a new turn in their politi-
cu,] asplratmns Malava comes to be mga:ded as o umt -ethmwi ”

'm'h Similar uthefaelmgm
h@pt'l‘nkahmu-mhu?
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As yet, however, this separatism did not give rise to a spirit of
what we call nationalism. But the process of separatism was being
fast accelerated. The provincial vernaculars were on the way to
their evolution. and the writers of Nibandhas were noting
down the peculiar customs of the different localities. The normal
process was, however, far from its culmination when foreign in-
vasions hrought a new politieal condition.

Tn such a state of affairs, the dynasties remained the more
active agents in moulding the destinies of the localities. These
dvnasties were manv and numerous and produnced nowerful rulers.
bt none among the latter conld seriously think of establishing
a real Empire. after the old Maurvan ideal.

As a rule. these dvnasties ended with a few generations of
~ powerful rulers and most of them were short-lived. being either
swept away by foreign invaders or by rival princely houses. The
average life of roval lines hardly exceeded two centuries, the more

important of the long-enduring lines being the Guptas, with their

branthes, the Eastern Calukvas, the Palas, the Colas. Tt was a
misfortune that the dvnasties of the Calukyas of Badami

(e. 550-752), the Rastrakifas (c. 752-973) or the Pratibiras
(e. T50-980) did not subsist more than two centuries.  Perhaps,

the constant warfare of their kings exhausted the nwmroes xmd tht'
~genins of the family earlier.

The hmf ry nf th(* states of Tndia is pmct;mllv the hmm'yj.

i
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Kingship

The supreme authority in all states was vested in the king
who took pompous styles and titles to designate his sovereign
authority. In theory he was bound to take the advice of his
ministers and to consult the opinion of the people. But in reality
Hindu kings of this period were irresponsible and their power
depended on their own personal qualities as well as on the strength
of the army. The consolidation of the army, maintenance of its
proper discipline and the preservation of the loyalty of the military

chiefs were of prime concern to the king, since otherwise the

king's hold on the throne and the kingdom was bound to be
; preca.rious. First of all, without the army, the security of the
state could hardly exist inasmuch as, in the contemporary political
world, there was hardly any political equilibrium.  No prince
could rest in peace in his own kingdom, but every moment expected

attacks from his powerful neighbours. Tikewise, when a king

' found himself in possession of a strong military force, he con-

sidered it beneath his dignity to remain at peace, since a war
of conquest was the normkl object of a king's life. Once a war

~ broke out, it was bo;md to cause comphcatwm thmughout
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feudatories, who were ever ready to revolt. Except the smaller
fendatories who had no other alternative than to remain content
with their limited territoties or resources the other feudatories were
often bent on-cteating trouble, and it is well-known to readers of |
Indian History how powerfyl monarchies like those of the Guptas
or the Pratihiras suffered dismemberment as soon as the king's
authority decayed, which occasion was snatched by feudatories to
establish independent rule. Weaker feudatories merely remained
content with transferring their allegiance to the more powerful
conqueror of the day. In some states feudatories often leagued
either to destroy the central power or to put a nominee of their own
on the throne. The Sanjan plates (Ep. Ind. XVIII) give us at
least two instances of the rising of the chiefs against the

Rastrakiita king. From the Kalasa Ins. (I. A. XIII-19), we

know that the revolt of Arikesarin was the cause of Govinda TV's
downfall. ‘
His Functions and Duties.—War and dlp}omscy thm;_
absorbed the main attention of Indian rulers, and the work of cml
administration was generally left to ministers. With the excq’i-— 1
tion of some south Indian kings or the founders of the greatness
of the different dynasties, kings generally ceased to be as hard
working in the cause of their subjects as in the duys of ‘the
_Arthasastra or of the Emperor Adoka. '
; Under such cnrcumatames kmgs generally dmdeil t‘heu time
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the realm, according to the principles of Hindu law. But as a
rule, towards the close of the Hindu period, their work had been
vested in Pradvivikas or trained judges and only in rare cases
kings exercised the right of appeal. . Some Kashmir kings like
‘Candsaipida made themselves prominent by their judicial activity.

Apart from their jndicial functions, kings commanded the
army, though fendatories or professional military officers headed
contingents or led military expeditions. Kings, however, could
not put implicit trust in all of them, because, ambitious generals
had more often asserted independence or had put an end to the
lines of their masters like Pugyamitra or Vijjala Kalacurya who
usurped the Calukya throne.

While at rest from military pursuits, kings generally issued
their commands to district officers or heads of department or
supervised grants of land to individuals or the grant of privileges
to communes.” They often modified the items of taxation, levied
new ones or sometimes repealed those which preved heavily on
the people. Remissions of such taxes were, however, few if any.
On the other hand, the items of royal exactions went on increasing
day by day as we shall see later on.

Prerogatives of Royalty.—The king’s powers and prerogafives
were almost unbounded. The supreme head of the executive, the
- highest judge, the commander-in-chief of his army, the king was
also the first man in the state.  His person was clothed with moral |
sanctity and he had a number of legal pnvxlegoq which we have
already mentioned (Pt. 1., p. 301). He was immune from arrest

~and trial in a law court, !ns proprietory rights did not suffer from

- prescriptions and he was the final owner of all goods and chattels -
~ lost, as well as of property wmhmwt heir.  He also had the rigmf-.

'ﬂhtmm.u hosp hgﬁhw and had the power fo requisition sup
yimsel und t anm‘ In social matters and msm*ﬂm
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Hindu kings often intefered and we may mention Ballalasena of
Bengal prominently in this connexion.

As regards the making of laws, however, the king had no
right or authority. |, That was left to the law -givers and commen-
tators and in the absence of laws, customs had the authority of
laws. Kings however issued edicts to repeal obnoxious customs
as we know from the-evidence of the Dada-kumira-carita.

Styles and Titles.—Kings assumed various styles and titles.
Generally speaking, a suzerain and independent king assumed the
title of Parama bhattaraka (or in Xanarese Bhatara, in the south)
Paramesvara and Cakravartin.  The other titles usually were

Mahirajadhiraja, but towards the close of the Hindu period, this

title had also been assumed by feudatories of the Pratihiras.
In addition to these, other titles describing the

king’s allegiance to a particular deity were assumed.
Thus the Guptas designated themselves Parama-bhagavata,
the Saka Satraps called themselves Parama wmdhesvara, the

Pilas called themselves Parama-saugata, while among

the Vakitakas, some kings called themselves, Parama-
Bhairava-bhakta.  Of later princes, the Gabadavilas were

designated by themselves, Parama-mahesvara while among the

Pratihiras, we have Parama-mahescaras, Parawm~vawm,

Pamma-wum and Pamnaéa&t@bkaktaa as well..

Ku}ambas, Pﬂlafvis and some of the Gangas and
: m}g.ot Bhamd’-mﬁim}a 'l‘he an
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 Devagiri called themselves Dvaravatipuradhisvara in addltlon to
o fﬁamastabhubanasraya and Sriprithiviballava. il

T Hmdu Pohty and Pohtwal Theorae.s:"‘ R

Q

Rastrakitas assumed titles ending in Varga and Tuiga in addition
to Vallabha, Srivallabha or Sri-Prthivi-Vallava-narendra.  The
names of the Calukyas of Vatapi end occasionally in aditya and
they take the lugh title of Sri Prthivi-Vallabha or merely Prthivi-
vallabha. Thus Krisna 1 was Akalavarsa and Subhatunga,
Dhruva was  Kaelivallabhe and  Nirupama, Govinda 11T was
Prabhiitavarsa, Jagattuiga, Janavallabha, as well as Sri-Prthivi-
vallabha and Sri-vallabha-narendradeva, ete. Amoghavarsa was
Nrpatunga, Sarva, Atisayadhabala, Maharaja-Saunda.  Krisna
11 was Akalavarsa and Subhatunga, Govinda IV was Nrpatunga
and Prabhiitavarsa and Hiranayavarsa. Krisna I11 was not only
designated by the usual titles but was a parama-mahe$vara,
Akalavarsa, Samastabhubanasraya, Kandharapuravaradhigvara.

The later Calukyas of Kalyan generally assumed titles ending
in Malla in addition to other such. Thus, Taila II called himself
Samastabhuvanasraya, Sri-prthivivallabha, Satyasrayakulatilaka,
Calukyabhusana and Bhujabalacakravartin. The eastern Calukya
kings assumed names ending in Siddhi (Visamasiddhi, Rtasiddhi,
Vijayasiddhi, etc.) and called themselves Parama-brahmanya.

The Kalacurya Bijjala took the titles of Kalacurya-cakravartin

- or Kalacurya-bhujabalacakravartin in addition to Samasta-.

bhuvanaéraya and Sriprthiviballava.  His successor Somideva

~called himself Rayamurari and Bhujabalamalla. The Hoysalas

took the additional titie of Hoysala-Cakravartin and Yadava-Cakra-

wvartin in addition to Samastabhuvanasaya and Sriprthiviballava.

Some princes took the title Nibsanka-Cakravartin; the Yadavas of

'I'he Prmhams called tlwmselves Hayapat; Whﬂe,‘aoma,‘”
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assumed the triple title of Iﬁyapati, Gajapati and Narapati. The
Yadava Sinhapa  called himself *° Mahodaya-praudha-pratapa
Cakravartin.’ In the south, the Colas assumed pompous titles
like wahuvuna(a cravarting while princes like Vira-rajendra added |

to it epithets like Sakalabhuvanadraya, Srimedini-vallabha,

l’éudya-kul&tanka, ctc. mong them there was the custom of
taking ~ the ftitle - Parakesarivarman and Rajakesarivarman
alternately. The Orissa and Cedi kings called themselves T'ri-
kalinganatha while some of the Paramara princes assumed the title
of Malava-Cakravartin Samudragupta was called Sarva-rjo-
cchetta.

Individual princes assumed peculiar titles showing their
learning, military exploits or other attainments. Thus Govinda-

Candra called himself Vividha-vicaravicaspati. Some of the Colas

called themselves Panditas. Kumarpila prided himself on his con-

quest of Arnordja. Govinda Rastrakita calls himself Sihasinh, '

Rattakandarpa, Nrpati-Trinetra. The Colas called themselves

Madhurantakas and sometimes Simhalantaka. Narasimhavarman

Pallava called himself Vatapi-konda while Rajendra Cola called
himself Gangai-konda (E. 1. XVIII, No. 4). The innumerable

names of the Pallava king Rajasinha are found in Kaﬁclpnmmi

temple inseription (8. I. I, I pp. 14—-18). :
Emblems and Crests.—The different families had theu" dl&-

Emblems and Grests R 189

.
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which they obtained by advancing to ﬂm north (I. A, IX P. 129,
Fleet D. K. D. P. 368). While the Rastrakutas had the Pali-
dvaja banner and the Garuda seal (mudra) and the Oka Ketu (bird
ensign). (See Sirier Ins. D. K. D. P. 402).  The Seunas or
Yadavas had a standard bearing the golden Garuda.  The Kala-
curyas had the flag with the figure of a golden bull and the bull
seal (Rice 78).  The Rattas of Saundatti bad the elephant crest
and the Garuda banner.  The emblem of the conqueror Yasodhar-
man was the aulibara (aulikara-lavichana), (see G. 1. P. 151),
meaning either the sun or the moon. The Maukbari segls con-
tain a bull walking to the left with two attendants. In the south,
the flag of the Banas displayed a black buck and their crest was a
bull. The Pala records contain-a peculiar Buddist representa-
tion.

The emblem of the Colas was the tiger. The Kalacuryas
carried the golden bull banner (Swvarna-vrsabha-dhvaja) and the
Damaruka heralded them (D. K. D., p. 469). The banner of the
Kadambas was the monkey (sikha-cara-narendra-dhvaja) but they
had the lion crest (sipha-lafichana) as well as peculiar musical
instruments. As regards the Pallavas, the Kurram plates bear
the usual Pallava seal of the sitting bull. (See also Baikuntha-
perumal Ins. 8. I. I. IV).  Their other emblems were the
Khattvanga and the Samudraghosa drum (Fleet D. K. D., p. 319).
The Vinhukadaduti Haritiputra Satakarni had as his emblem a
five-hooded cobra (Fleet D. K. D, 1., I. A. XIV, p. 381). The
Gangas of Talkad had the rutting elephant as their banner while
 their crest was the picchadhvaja or feather-bunch (Rice, p. 80,
~ D.XK.D., p.299). The Nalas had the three-flag emblem (X‘IX,-" :
No. 17). The emblem of the Hoysilas was the figure of am
kmmg.a*mger while their seal contamed the mpmsehhtm of
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with representation of the sun, the crescent, the boar and the cow.
The Sindas of Sindavadi had a blue flag (Niladhvaja) with the
tiger and the. sdeer crest (Rice, p. 147). Some other branches
had the tiger crest and hooded snake banner.  Another southern
dynasty had the banner nf snakes (E. 1. XIX, No. 29). The
Senavaras had the serpent flag and the lion crest.  The emblem
of the Pandyas was the twin fish. The Sendrakas had the
elephant emblem though they called themselves Bhujagendra
family. The Guttas of Guttal had the lion crest and the fig tree
and Garuda banner. The Yadavas of Devagiri had (in addition
to the Garuda banner and the Garuda seal) sometimes the
Hanumat crest. Some of the Rastrakiitas had on their seal the
god Siva. The Paramiras had the Garuda emblem, while the

Cihaminas had on their coins the figure of a horseman. The

Cedis of Ratnapura had the Gajalakshmi as their seal. The
Candella plates contain the figure of Laksmi.

Private Income.—To maintain their dignity, kings had
ample revennes :msmg out of various sources which differed m
the different provinces. ;

They seem to have in addition their own demesnes or Svabha~ :
gas,  which supplemented their personal income. Out of these,
grants were made to queens or royal princes as we fmd in the
Immata inscriptions.

GO L tlmge days there was no distinction bctween state“ ¢
nd the i income xthe.,:_ mg as was tho case in ma&xaeval




