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questioning. It became. the sole source of authority to the agents 
of reaction in the task of upholding a stagnant society with its 
privileges \ for the higher orClers and perpetual repression of the 
lower castes. 

The other Smrti-writer of the period were the authors of the 

Yiij1iavalkya and \ if?l)U Smrtis. Yajiiavalkya closely follows many 
of thr tenetR of the ManURamhitii. He enumerates the 19 authors; 
of Eimrti, extols the importance of the Dharma:a tras and expressly 
lays down the ('xee,llence of these over Arthasastras (1. 21 

"1''''~llr~ !I'~iI'~iT~~fCf f~fCl: I). Like Manu, he mentions .. ~ .. 
the four sources of Dl1arma, (though he enumerates sub
sidiary sources of knowlecJg which are fourteen in number). 
extols the Rupremac~' of the Brallmu1).a, directs kings to b kind 
to tbem (r. 334) and makes regal authority the ole ba is of 
order and prJgress. In addition to the traditional privileges. 

Rrliluna ',!RR ~tre nRsigned hnlf of treasure-trove. and kings are 
called upon to take their advice. He if,. a1. 0 averse to the 

independence of women (see 1. 85 i'f~i~n' ~f'iiffl ~: I). I;ike " ..... 
the author of the Manusflmhitii he pre crihes for kings the study 
of the four sciences (.'lnvlk~ikl, DaIJQani'ti, Vartta and Tray!) 
though the Vedas are put last. He mentions the four traditional 
means and nims of politics and a.ccepts, like Manu, Kautilya's seven 
limbs of tbe sta ty. He emphasises the universal coerci 'e 
jurisdiction of the king (1. 358). Tn man:v cases, we have not only 
a similarity o£ ideas between the :M nnusmrti and the yaji5.avalkya 
hut also a simihlrit ' in lnnguage. Yajn1\'i'fllkya too is a. believer in 
the obrtliencc of subjects, i.dentities Dal)da with Dharma (1. 354) 

and llRCS language· similar to that found in the ManlU~amhita in 
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prescribing a life in helJ for un~'ighteou8 kings (1. 357) who fail to 
pu'ni h properly (see al 0 J. 341). 

ThE' chapters on civil law are more developed in this Smrti 
and we havE' a mention of tbe ordeals (II . 95). The various sec
tion ' of law chow however a mar intimate a,cquailltance with the 
Arthasastra eode and Yi'ijlla't1alkya who gives a high place to Nyaya 
(I. 21), utilises more materials from the Kauti1Jya as pointed out 
by Dr. Shmua astryin hi s footnotes to the English translation. 
Yajfwvalkya moreover doE'S not , 1ikr the Manu,va Code, la.. down . 
the number of ministers (1. 312). In one place, he alludes to 
the 'paterna] ideal' , 0 prominfnL In the Arthas3.strn. 

(I 351 ~~ ~Cfif§ ~ !Iij 1.I1IT flffll ). He follows also 
" 

~he Kautiliya when be directs king'8 (II. 36) to compensate 
subjects (fTom 'th treasury) who Jose money or goods stolen by 
thie'llcs, and thus emphasises the eontractultl relation between the 
ki,ng and hiR Rubjects. In foreign policy Yajnavalkya pleads for the 
retention of exi ting laws in a conquered country (1. 343). While 
speaking of the necesc it),' of having mjnister , he uses practically 

the languuge of the Arthu,sastra (cf. ~T'i~~ ~~~~ 

.II. 36-Yaj. Sm,rti). The Vif}.t).u Smrti has almO!~t the 
same ' social scheme ItS the Manusamhitii or the Yajna
valkya tiarnhi'ta. '·' The antbor denoUllCes marriltges of Brahmins 
'With ~udr::l women and calls upon kings to maintain the law of 

~. castes aI.1d fiSrQ,rY!-as, ' He makes Brahma.I).as practically exempt 
'from t~atlon and tl1ey nre nllowed to appronriate the whole of 
.treasures eli, covered by tllem. Ris flcl)eme of local government is 
based on older traditions, though slightly differing from tbat in 
th~ M nml<;amhHfi . 



Mimamsa 

The author of th Smrti is a believer in the traditionn,l 
theory of, taxation and makes the king entitled to a share of all 
incomes, Ion account of his protection. He assigns to the king 
the traditionaJ one-$ixth, one-eighth or one-twelfth of the produce 
of land and one-fiftieth of t~ttle and gold in addition to a Hixth on 
vegetab'le, pice, flowers, roots, hides and earthenware (VII 
130-132). Customs duties and toll are recognized a wen as the 
produce of mines and a half of trea ure-troves. Kings were a1 0 

allowod to levy taxes on artisan and workmen of all descriptions. 
The author of the Samhita make the kin entit1~d to ~ 
tenth part of the malloy-value of snits adjudicated in royal courts, 
His c.riminal code is severe. His theory of the tate and of foreign 
policy is what we find in the Arthasa tra (VII. 154-174) but he is 
aver 'C Lo the destruction of a conquered country. 

1II1:nuims(7.-Apal't from the e three lawgiy r, 'e have 
no other prominent thcori ts on politics and go\'crnll1 nt dmi g 
thi ' peri d. But from the Mimam a-writer, Sa ara, rfuDI, we baye 
. orne clear id as as to contemporary "if'''\' on the ye. '(>d que tion 
of royal ownership of 1uno. 'rhis has receiv d proruill('DC in yie,w 
of the controversy raised by European writer as to whether the 
shar paid to 'overnment by Indi n C'1l1ti atOl'S and landlords i rent 
or tax, and the lllot 0 heeau tlleT hay he n l ttempt in ~Ollle 
quarter to intel-Pf t Sanskrit texts with a view to bril1ging their 
import into n lin with the idea::; nd practice which obtain in 
Europe. The ov r .. zealou. ignorance of some writer ha also lent 
upport to the theory of the king' o\Vner~hil) of land hieh is ad

vocated by English writer . But the tru , imI}Ort of the P'hiSU,fC!'I be-, 
COUl(, <'lenr "hen we go through i1llportant t xl. and rure to ft('eep'~ 
an interpret'1.tion fitting Lo til eontC'xt nml not opposed to tl(O' 
gellom} Rpirit of Hindu },,"', 8abarn's COlUlll(,llt on tht' .JHirnini 
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Siitras (VI. 7. 3) where the question of king 's rights to alienate 
his territory in connection with the celebration of the Vis ajit 
sacrifice enables us to make our ideas clear on this point. 

Sabara comments on Jaimini's Sutra" ;:r~: WTCf. ~crt, 

lH~I'CJftretcn't'{" as follows ~-

~q ~ ~'m.t: I fq;-' ~;r~-;:r ..ncr I CfiT g~fir~:~T
firinn ~tt4t~I(Gt(' ~iCf(' 1lfu~'~Cfi' if ~'!J;fT'if' ';:If'tfEfiT C{l-

« 
t{Ci Jrri ifo~: if ~~(f( 1:fCf liji<'f; ~~PmRTf1lClm ~ if ~ffl 
UiC{,V~ ~iiT~ m I ~,. er ~'mchft;r: ~ Cff,.~ if",if: I 

t<iT erflfffl ~ ~~ ~i t'UCfCfl ">romsfQ ;:r <'f~ qjfuf'{~: I 

m~~ tci'~~' ~~ llfiralft lNocw;t ~inl~ifi ~'T.l~ 
\ 

r-lfCce"Q ~~ RmW ti-if ~ii:-Clf'GlfcfePi ~ ~r: C;'(i?1q, 
. ~cfll1f~ 'fRq{fq~I{q{~ er~ ~I{eia' Cfifilq' mCf;:r q;-firhrittt: I 

~ l{fifif~ ~T I 
Colebrooke discusses thie question ill his essay un Mimamsa 

and summarises the views of the Mimamsa-writers, especially 
Sabara (commenting on VI. 7. 3) and dearly emphasises the cardi
nal principle of Hindu law that minor princes as well uS their uni· 
versal overlords are not the owners of the soil. By conquests kings 
become entitled only to the property of the conquered kings and not 
to the land of the subjects living on the aunexed territory. In 
these the conqueror is entjtled to the share of the pl'oduce which 
goes to the ruler for his protection and punishment of wrong-doing. 
Nothing else is vested in him. Colebrooke summa,rises by saying, 
" The King's power is for the government' of the realm and ex.., 
tirpation of wrongs. For that purpose, he receives ,taxes from 
JmsbandmCll and levies fine. on offenderf< . But rig'ht of prop tty 
iF! not veHtcd in him; clRC 11 wouW Illtve property in houses and 
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lands appertaining to the subjects abiding in the I·earrn. The 
earth is ,not the king's but is commOll to all beings enjoying the 
fruits of their labour. It belongs according to J airnini to all 
alike. rrherefore, although a gift of a, piece of land to an individual _ 
does take place, the wbole }Jil.nd cannot be given by the monarch, nor 
a, p,fovince by the sllbordinate prince but houses and fields acquir
ed by purchase and similar means are liable to gift." On this 
head we shall have to devote more attention especially in connec
tion with the views of later writers like Kaiyayana or commenta
tors like Vijfianesvara, Ni:Iakal)tlHl or Miidhava. Mr. Jayasw.al 
has discussed this question in detail in his Hindu Polity (II. 174-
178) and it obtained a simiJar attention from other writers on 
the Hindu theory of land-tenure (S. C. Mittra's Landlaws of 
Bengal, eh. 1). They have all relied on this pa -age, and a lwh 
they have adopted the right line of agrcf'ment and cone1usion.(9) 

-------------------------------------------------------------
(9) We ha"e alread. discussed the question of regal oWDer~hip of land in cono.ection 

with the land-policy, of the 'Kauitiliya government lind ~hown clearly (Ob. II, p. 88) how two 
classes of l&od, e,g_, the Brahma-deya and the A-karada, l'emained exempt from rent. Tbe 
A-karada tenants were owners of iree.hold paying tax('s in lieu of protection but. not 
rent. 'fherc is DO denYlllg the fad that through tl16 process of conquE'st large patcbet> 
of land passed to the king in proprietary right but cOJl(}uest never Elxtinguiahed the 
rights of IreElhoJde~s of the conquered kingdom and tlley retained t.beir ownerahip till 
(be last days of Hindu independence. 

In yuch a discuasion, we should try t<> have 0. clear line of demarca.tion between 
the king's or the conqueror's SUZeI'o.in rights and his proprietary right as ill dooe in 
modern International Law. Wh,m a province is annexed by a conqueror, the private 
property of the Inler or slate property in hmu in that rE)gion pas es to the conqueror and 
lIe is entitled to taxes lrom his !law subjects Who enjoy as af old their proprietary rights. 
The principle of Hindu i law js very clear 011 ~hi9 point and later writers like Kitya,alla 
leave no room for 1l.1isond rstanding. 



',' . 

IV 

Political Thought of the 

Buddhists 

'rhe influence of a Rimilaf reaction is evident from the study 
of contemporary Bl1ddhi t works. As pointed out already, tEe 
ocial ideals of the Buddhists were subjected to the influence of 

Bimilar forccs and the idea of a 'theocratic state floated before 
their eyeR. Dharma berame the Rupreme ruling and guiding 
principle and the Jutaka preRmbles repeatedly speak of Buddha 
as Dharma-cakravartti with hi lieutE'nants described as Dharma
senapati, aciva or Bha1)(lagnrika. As the character of Buddhism 
chungQd 011(1 ,the 0('11\"0 Bodhi!;1attva boram tIl more intimn.t 
obj ct of veneration, the Buddhist CRme to be more and morc 
influenced by the rcaetion in favour of Itn enhanced regal anthority. 
]3\lrtbermore, as Rome of the contemporary teachers (lnd writers 
on BuddhiRm were of Hrahmalfa descent, they merely continued 
tb nci nt tradition ~bout kingship and government in the absence 
of a pecific Buddhi t political eode. Thi is apparent from the 
writing, of the No.rthern Buddhists, the roost I>l'Ominent among 
whom during this period wa Asvagbo~a. Sprung ft:om a Brah
min family and reputed to have been 11 courtier at the court of 
Kani~ka, he is regf! ded as the Iluthor of a number of works 
including the epics of 'Buddha-cttl:ita and the Sallndnrananda and 
even of theVajras-qci. in all these ""'riting~, thore IS nothing 
which lIlilitutefl agn.irl!4 the (;ontempol'al'Y tendlingA of Bmhman-
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ism, though in social matters we llave an attack on caste in the 
Vajra ii<;11. The closing vel' es of the first cabto of the Saundara
nanda show clearly that the poet was a believer in the evils of 
anarchy and goes On to narrate the election of a king 'at Kapila- , 
vastu and the king-ele~t ltcceptec1 royalty for the ake of main- ' 
taining the precepts of Dharma (1. SO-63-note ' the 

words 'i~hf ;{f~~~,}91'l1 ~J111t'f '{l~~ I). Not ,'atisfierl witb this, 

AlSragho"a proceeds fnrther and makes 8uddhodana a 
crowned 1<ing instead of an eleeterl presirlent and the king i . made 
~o. l:;l.llp~ 1; ' C; tying tt sixth t5ait of 'the ~PI . i:lnce as hi: ~share. In 
the CR, e of the .TatakamaHi by Aryasura, it goes a long way to 
fmpport theRe views. Tn Story II he makes the 8ibi king rul . 
l1iR sl1hjedg as if they were his children and the king i diRtin
~ruished not only hy his charity, but alRo builds alms-house., re
lieves the distroRs of all and cali upon his Aubject. to inform hiro 
of their Cn,Ud'R of complaint. The other stories arE' '\ ritten in 
th flamc spirit rmd thcy , how the influen('e of the rea · tion in 

poJiti('al thought . 

. '1'h(' only de intion from contemporary thought and ideals 
~s As agha~a ',R demmcjation of th spIrit of caste and hi'S plea for 
the recognition t f tho po. ition of men through ~erit and not hy 

so('i~.l status or birth <cf. ~1U'Il...n if ~! . n ft' ~h" ' 
:q~ti3,eeqfQ imP'~; ~. l(Cf\ct~ ~ Yltqq-d1'l1 ). 

rrhr influence of contemporary thought L di cernihl even in 
the l.Jalitftvi~tarn, whkh has nothing 8pecifican~' Bu(\clhi~tio ill it, 
The ioHn t'l<.'1'1 of Dhnrroa idealj, m i. a1..o fOlind in othCl' writers , 
.\.rynck 'AI, reputed io })(' hn,e hren fl great t~f\('her und the author 
of t,ll{' C\ltq~Hll\t.jkIi, n phi1osophirlll ark, gives 11. hif: vieWR on 
l{)ng~h;,p and h(is two pns (l~'N\ Of ott:'O 'to the ('on idert\tion ,of 
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politics and kingship. In these two pasages he pleads for the 
reign of righteousnesR and condemns the (loing of kings of the Iron 
Age who had substituted violence for paternal care, ha,d converterl 
the world into a deer park and justified their conduct by the rules 
of Dharma as laid down by the r~is. Aryadeva- protests against 
these presumptions and displays of anogance on the part of despots 
ruling in an age of unarehy and in ilenouneing such conduct falls 
back on an older traditiou reminding kings that they were but the 
servants of the multiturle Rnd subsisted on the wages given by the 

propJe they ruled ( Ji\(\~I~¥1 ~ ~: ~~ 1{(\~ <:ti: I 1.(1) 

8(~cular TtFriters.-J...Ieavjng the poet Asvagho.a, whose 
'\vritings haY(' n,lready heen considered in conncetion with Buddhist 

thought, Vi e prc;>ceed to other seclliar writers of the period, the most 
prominent among ,;,.'bom are the poets Bhasa, and Siidraka the 
author of Mrcebaka~ikR. BhaMt. about whose date there is still 
much doubt, lived probably not later than the IUrd or Nth cen. 
A.D. His dntmas a c based on pIotR borrowed from the Epics or 

(1) These passages, first cited by Dr. D. R. Bl1aoda.rnr in bis Oarmicnllli LectuTe& (I. 
11 129), have been misunderstood by later writers and Bome of them have proceeded 80 fa.r 
as to make them the corner· stone of a Buddhist theory or emancipation of morality from the 
in:Buence of politics. One writer h!ls attempted to show its direct opposition to the 
Brihma~ical canon which made polHica independent of morality. As Instances of Bllch 
disregard for morality ilie "author cites the rules of 13rshmal].ical code$, justifying the 
execntipD of criminals, slaughter at enemies in ba.ttle ~nd treacherous f.tt&eks 01;1 hostile 
kinga. 

A ca.reful a.nalysis, howev"r. lJlakel! us hQld such conclusion" as U1)wrorranted. 
Br&hm~ica) works never regard politics jndependen~ of morality j)ut on the contra.ry 
make the politic,a.t mllChinery the upl-older of the moral oanon. But the ve'r'J fact that 
they hoy do~ rules ot practical politica mak~8 them sanction COfltclve measureJ! and 
1S~ifice tho extrf)Ille tenets of pacifism. Arya(leva, a. writer on phil08ophy, had 
little room lor fhe rrues of condl! t to be a,dopte(l by a. king and heMe his plea. for 
pa.cifism has no bearing upon t)19t qllBstion. Tn C(,ImlllOIl, with t,he l3rii.bmanical writers 
he Wa.lI a. believer in the rule of righteollsn!'-1Ii1 (lr Dha.rmllt and mllr"ly echoes th~ traditional 
theoJ'leA of t.~x:atio!') Iluq tbe contrtct .ubBistin~ between the kin~ .nd his 8ubjeot •. 



Other W Titers 145 
.~-----

on legt'uds curr nt ill those days. He is a bcli '\'er in the traditional 
RI'i1hmtu.\\c, order of things . In ]lOlitics, he KecOlS to ha e b '(m 

acquainted · Vi it]l tll t.rnclit'OlHtl DhannasiiRtra rules. H> tltamls 
for tlje Ruprcmncy f Dharma, th(' consolidation of monarchy and ' 
of ministerial loyalty to th c)'Own, not to speak of the supremacy . 
cf the Brahml1.r;Ia. either a believ r in popular supremacy nor in 
regal despotism, he derives his in 'piration from the epic tradition 
and pleads for the continuance of the traditional regime. 

Sudraka's date haB not yet be n clearly ascertained but. he 
must have lived ncar about the 1st century A.D. whioh Sl1W a. 
lax socil1llife and the decay of Buddhism. His book describes the 
consequences of an age of l1narchy find he gives us the picture of 
the tyranny of a low-born king, the exees es of hi favourites and 
the con. equent revolt of ubject~'" Hi. kingly ideal is ummarised 
in two v rses. In the first vel'S where Siidraka is described as 
the ideal king, he is drpjcted a one ycr. od in thc Veda and the 
sciences and performing saered acrifices like the
Asvamedha. In the concluding v rse of tbe drama or the 
Bharatavakya, he prays for an ideal. tate of existenc in which 
the natural forces contribnte to the prosperity of mankind and when 
the pious are honoured and a righteous king rules .obedient to the 

laws of Dharma. 
Tmvards the c]oHe of the period, the. tudy of Artha:a trn. was 

revived and IGimandakn wrot his Nltiso.r(L. hout thi book or 
itt'; preceptfl proper attention .hou]d be given in connection willi 

the v ritings of tho next period. 



BOOK IX 

" 

POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS 

FROM REVIVAL TO FINAL DOWNFALL 

IVth Century A.D. to 
X/11th Century A.D 

The cIo c of the IIII'd · century A.D. and the dawn of the 
IVth were markeo by fl. remarkable pf)litica1 revival. Almost 
all the foreign powers declined and indjgenous dynasties raised 
their beads. Three $ucb powers divideo the supremacy over the 
country amongst themselves. In the plain of Hindu stan , the Guptas 
became the suzerain authority, Central Toqia and the Deccan 
passed to the Vakiital{as,(l) and in the e .. -treme south, a new power, 
the Pallavas, (2) made themRclvcs the overlords of the three T'amil 

._------- ------
(1) The Viil(il!,a/(a DlIlLastll .-They domina!"ed Centul India. f~om the close of the 

IIlrd o.entury A.D. to il,e middle {If th<3 VIlb century (530 A.D.). The founder of the 
line was Vinciby~akti, Wl108e lIOn PrtWllIlWlna T 111M a. gl1Mt ~ing and in his line arose 
princes who performed innumerable Viijapeyllo ilond Asvamedha ~acrifices. The early 
VAk&~akas IOJ;med a marita.I alliance "I\'ith {he Nagas of. BharasivB. Tbey were Saivites and 
worshippers of Sakti. In Ule height of. their power, the Vitk3takas rllled over an empire 
stretebing from the Narmal]a; fothe J{!1;l~i1 , \VIrile the J<'o.dambas BPd some othsl! smaller 
prin<>ipalitj,l$ ncknowledgpd iheir 8u'!:traint.y. :E(o.risena WOl5 the last prominent ruler of tae 
kingdom. (1<'Of (letail~ see Jouveau·DllbrElnil's Deoca-n, pp. 71.7(i, Vincent j3'Ulith's 1t:tt(cleB in 
J H. A. S. 1914, FriBha~swa.my Iyellgar in Ind. ADLiq. 1926.) 

(2) The Pallllvas.--The origin of the J'1l11ava~ ill Rbrou(led ill myat,ery. JlllI.rly 
wnterij like v. Rrnif11, Venkayyo. and ltice l'~ga.r;]ed fllc P/lollavo.~ 8S foreij:(nera and tried 
to itienlif I:hem with the Pal~:a""38 01 Wesf<1!lI'!'l T~dj,.. AA the' rellult or tho researches of 
a. numbor of wotkcfS, espeCially Dr. Jon'l'eau.Dubrenij, thiS theory of rer~ian c')Tigin haa 
been a~8<lllrded and variollil U elJritlil or indigenous origin haR gained gt'Q1lnd (see Dubreuil 
I?P 46·G7, td~o GopalQn. [IiAwry of the Pqllav4a, PF' 1.81,. The )?~Ua'Va. Fwer w-. 
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principalities which had been fighting for supremacy, while the 
north-western regions, first conquered by the Mauryas, became 
permanently detached from the monarchy that dominated 
Hindustan. The G\lptas under Samudra.gupta made a bid for 
universal dominion but inspito of their extravagant claims, they 
failed to extend their supremacy over the Deccan or penetrate the 
south.(3) 

Under Chandragupta li, Vikramaditya, the Guptas suc
ceeded in .annexing the territories of the Sakas of Ujjain, ~ut 
tileir power did not long survive. Under' Kumaragupta and 
Skandagupta, there were other waves of foreign invasion and 
inspite of the hest effort of kandagupta, the almost imperial 
power of the Gupta succumbed, by the middle of the VIth cen
~ury, t:o these attacks. Offshoots of the dynasty, howeycr, main
tamed themselves in IDltl1Y of the provinces,(4). e.g., hl Malwa, 

M agadha and Bengal. 

ptobs.bly 10unded during tb middle of the !IIrd cE'rtuxy A.D. by Bappa.ra.j&, the fiUh in 
line f:rom 1Wn, Vi~1;\llgopa heing a ()onte1J1pcll"ary of lrotl'JudnguptSo (340 A.D.). These 
rulers issued "hinters in Prakrit I;nd were followed hy princes wbo hnve left r!'OOl."dll in 
Sanskrit. From 57ij to 900 A.D. the South was ruled hy the greater Pallavl\I!, who wete 
powerful monarulls and had to light tho CUukyas' in the North. Nal'&simha.·Varma.n 1 
(630·660 A.D.) deC.taJ,ed Pul&ke~in II and invaded Ceylon. Towards tho elOlle of the ;IXth. 
century, the Pallr,vas bec&me wenk and sucoumbed t() the inroads. of the Colas. 

(3) Si4ffiudra';Jftpta'., Scwi1ler'tl. lldlHzlloe.-The exlrlj,yaglmce or S9;mudragl p 's claims 
> 18 apparent frotn 1,bo fact that tbe wtit~ of Pr4~a8ti doea not t.ke eare to mention 

even the Vakli.tllkas who 'ruled over so extensive an enpire. Again, the wrong id nti. 
(ica.tibn of place.J)a.mes I:>y modern historians made hial appear as the conqnerot of t.he 
Soutll. ' In fact, ~lH\ time ha come when I!(lholM"6 will dOllht tbe {a.et of hill lun'ing pa~sd 
beyond 11118 moui'D of tIle (jodiiv8,r~ ,,'here he " ~ l'epl/laea. and 'ht>nce ho htU! tl) bear. .. 
hnsty rl~trE'at. ,:On twa loint, ~ee P~£. Jou,"ea.u.Dubreul'l! objectio 6 in h1~ History £>1 
the D~('c(m, p. 117.) 

(4 The Later GIIFfIU.-Th<l 1 te.r hi.t !y of 1M GllJ.ltn. dyuastl is y"t, to h wriUf'n •. 
l'rohal>ly, Pura.gu.pta. f.'l1cre.dcli Skjl.nnflgul)t~ and lifter hilll CaDle Q number of other 

upt" Kings with Il.uthority ml,re nominal tha.n reaL The usm ~ (' n,f'lle IIrt' N. ral>imha· 
gupt~ Blltiaditya., KUlUa:rll.g J ta II. Hllilhagnpta, T\~thflgaLagupt(l alit! Bal·"olitva who 
l'\Jled IroPl "bout ·,'13 .A n. tn dr. ~IO A.1}1 /t'ftf>f t£P'~,' '[1rince~. Ie nhllllllill ;tUlhority of 
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Other political changes took place about til same time. The 
Vakataka. were ultimately (by middle of the Ith century) sup
planted by the Calukyns in the Deccan and ith thes \ latt 1', a 
perennial truggle was wag d by th~ PHIl:)\ a, of the south. Tn 
Northern India, a number of f4tates aro e out of the break-up of the 
Gupta Empire. Powerful king warred for 'uzerainty but none 
succeeded in establishing permanent supl'emacy. King 
Yasodharman who defeated the HUl)as dominated for a time but 
was probably defeated by some powerful rival king. Towards the 
close of the VIth century, a number of dynastiml established them
selves in various provinces of Northern India. Prominent among 
these were the ruling families of Magadha, the Valabhi 
I)rince ,Ib) the rulers of Thaneswar (PrubLakara\'u,rdhana's line),(1) 

the Gupta8 in Northern India becarof; furlher reduced and seems to have been mainly 
ooLJined to Ealltem India. Here 'we find the line of Kn;lgupta holding sway-namely, 
Knl)gupta, li'umaragupta III, Diulloda ragupta , Mabisenagupta. Devagupta II, and 
Ma.dhe.vagupte.. The Gupta~ bad sume Buthority in Eastern India, and on the death of 
Har~e., the contemporary Gupta Ring XditYlI.Seoa asserted his sov(,reign authority over 
a largo part of Ee.stern India and performed some ABvamedhe. sacrifices. Tho age or 
anarchy helped bim to make e ·travagant c1aim8. But oller the third prince of hie line 
(Jivitagupta II), t11e authority of the Guptal! was Dnally extinguished . 

5) Ya8odItI,lTlIlan.-YsSodharlllan, described ah a .. Jatlelldra .. and a devout Saivite, 
defeated the HOl)as and t'atablisl,ed authority ()v('r a \(Lbt emillre. Hi, Mal;ldasore 
incriptioOJl have come tlown to u. Probably, hia J;upreruucy VIal BllOrt·Jl\ed. 

(G) Valabhi P1;IICtl.-'l'he ValahW prtnces daimod dcscent from Senlipe.ti Bbatirkl1o, 
a worshipper of tbe God Mah~vara, ('()mn18uding an army of Maitr kas ("Be Miliye. 
CoIJpe1" PI. los. of 252 (; upta year). They attained (lower and prosl' rity under hi8 
lucceSSor. Tbe third (Jrincc II! tbe line, Milha.[)e.I)~lanilyaka IlDd Samanl Drol}a Simha, 
took the title ()f ,fabaraja, while J lluussene. IV tuol. 1 he Htyle~ anll titles of 
l'aralll&hhattaralta alld HUjU<'IlKTDVlIlfl (eil'. ~)l!u . :I:m G. '<'a1') , 

(7) 11umesvara Kmg8.-! 'par ab(\ut Than ·\,IIra nrn~ tile lJUe of ~&h·j(c Kings 
Vl'cducing l'rahhakara·VartHumll, IHijya·Yardllaoa, JlIlU Har~fI.Vllrdha.ua. The founder of 
the <Iyun Iy was l'u~paul'iili. 
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of Kashmir(8) (with a number of depcndencie.), of Klimariipa(9) 
(in Ea tern India), the Maukharis(1O) in the upper Ganges ValleYl 
West ~engal (under different lines of kings which produced the 

' conqueror 8asa:fik3~(U) and several other localities in Eastern Bengal 
(for these prince see Dr. R. C. Majumdar 's Monograph on th(} 
History of Bengal pp. 4-17), while in Central India ruled the 
two lines of PariHajakas and Ucchakalpi Maharajas, who had 
more or less acknowledged the power or the Guptas. 

The downfall of the Vakatakas, similarly, caused a serious 
turmoil in Central India and the Deccan. In. their day of pros
perity, they had exercised suzerain authority over a large number 
of minor kingdoms. Thus, their allie,.. and feudatories probably 
included the princeA of Sarabhapun, the Traikutak9.s of the 
western coast, the 8alal1ka.yanas of Vcngipiira, their relatives the 
Vil?l)ukm;HJiD'S of 8ri-Parvata and the J\adamba of the Kanarese 
districts. 
------~-----,---.----- -_. - ----

(8) Ka,\'lunlr.-Raslul1ir became It po\\erful kingdom. Ahllut the time of HIIorf/IIt, 
the Karkota. dynasty was founded h1 Uurlabho.·Varclbana, son·jn·lo.w of Baladitya. Ai 
the time uf l:Liuen Tsang's visit, the kings of Kashmir eserc.ised suzerainty over a large 
number of sto,\es on the weijteru fruntier . 

(9) Kiimartipa,-Kiimarilpa too wa.s a separate kingdom. Its arliesh epigraphic 
lOention is in tile l'l'a.llasli of Ka.mudragupta During Har~a ' time Bbiiskilravarmlln 
tilled there. He wa.s Har~a ' all. 

(to) Mllt~kh(l1is.-T)le !Ii&ukbarjs wel'O a liut' of po'\\e1'ful ' aivite kings h(lse 
inq(:rlpt.jon~ are round. ill J IlUnpllf, l1ellJ: about Gil- I/, ood J11 1<0100 places of the \lnti~l 
Province~. 'I'h,ough ()(J('asiMlallyollnctled by 1tla,rd8~e .\"ltb tho HupiltB, thej wt'l' 
often at wox with the laH r tl.yoa&ty. Tho IDOI'C iTnporta.ot kill '. of th' lino were 
Maharaja l:tari arman, AditYlwarlllan, T~varavarme.n, Rarv vllrruan, ak. 

(ll) Kin{l ·a~alika.-'.rh real 11ist~l'y d Sa~jj.ukais yet to be wrl tt en. Hi, family 
al)d the e.'(&ct .ate or his &<' 'esMion arc not khown. Luf t:llC name liB8Jika. \)Coors in two 
ioscnrlii(1ll1l (e.g., Hhotl'sgarh all,\1 Onnh.m pla.t.es) n.nd It Sl.'eDlS that thiij IUllbitlou~ prince 
tlJtt·l'.nded LiH amhority fTOm Oanj(lln to ll.fth. rn lUhl \Y ~te;rn Bengal IUld iliar and made 
1\ bid ' for i]ullerial authority. Hill capital waH Kltiu.'u·8nvIl11la lI,na gold roioJJ hearing his 
llAIllO hav" been found. The C'hirlf'ti(> traveller in~1l 'l\~aog ('all" him lht; IIIlltllt'H'r lie 
H"j),a.Ya.rtlhlllla. hut ,~u, han' lwthiut; cbe 10 prove it. 
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Ou the downfall of th Vakatakns, the Kataccuris ruled over 
n region e -tending from Na.sik to Ujjain, the Eastern Gangaa 
exercised authority near about Oris a, while the Raclambas 
ma.intained themselves in Kuntala.. . But the Rata,ccuris, 
Kadambas as well as the Vi!?l).u]-ut;lQins were conquered by Pula
kesin II 01 the Ci'ill1kya dyuasty or by his predecessQr .(12) 

In the region of the extreme south, the Pallavas of the, IIIrd 
dynasty exercised suzerain Uil1thority. They ha.d quarrels with 
the Calukyas .of the north, Vel1gi being the bone of contention. 
The Pallava Mahendravarman (600-630) who was a patron of 
Saivism check~d the Calukyas, while Narasimha-varman(13) burnt 
Vatv.pi, causing the death of Pul~kSin II. 

Indian during the middle of the Vl1th Century.-The middle · 
01 the VIIth century saw the waging of a many-sided contest 
amongst a number of fighting princes. Ring Haqavardhal1a of 
Kanauj. having his allies of Ramariipa and Mahtva-Sara~tra' and 
related to the Maukbari , had to fight (a9corrling to some) Sasankl1 
of Western Bengal and became the suzeram over a large part of 
Hindustan, but his southern progress was checked by Pulakesin 
II Galukya, who in his turn was checked hy the Pal1ava N arl1-
----.-.- -- -------....... ---- .-- - ---------

(12) PulakeAin II.-Pulakcsin IT Cii.\ukya wa.s a powerful prince 11nd Tilled from 611 to 
6lW A.D. He conquered Mahi.U'jj.~~ra., the principality of the Kada.mba.s, a.nd red.uced the 
MSUlyql!' pf Konk4D, a.nq ~ kinM of :j:,iit& and 'M:ilava.. rns other on~ie.8 were 
H&f~avardhana in the IlOtth 3Dji the Pa.lIavl,lo Narasimhavarma.n in the south. He 
I(ttcceedet,l in ('l!eckiltg HIU"~,a., bllt It su(ldeu inv~slptl of tIle Pallava N arasimhavannOll 
made ltiln lose his cl\pit~l and lifi:". ' lit) gave tbe ea.etern pa.rt ot bi$ Irin~d()m ~ bill 
brother ' who foun4e4 the line 0' the Eastern Cilukya,s. He received a. special eml~aliBY 
f~9m tl:e kin~ of Perlli~ al1~ wall visit.ed by Hillen Tsang. 

(18) Nar48imltaflarman Pallaca.-Narnsimhava.rman (630·668 A.P.), the greatest of the 
PallavaA, 1J0t only checked tbe Cl!.lukyas but sacked and burnt their capital Viltipi. IJe 
lljOO conquered Ceylon and bad II. Vl'll'y powerful mwy. '1!c ~('Ipt, the Oera8, 00la8 \L1l<1 

(,jj,I}'ha.6 unllllT hill autbvTifr ' 
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simha-varman. The Indus Valley and Kashmir(l4) together with 
the north-western frontier states r mained separated from the 
plain of Hindustan and the rulers of Kashmir became for a time 
the dominant power in that region. Nepal like Kashmir became 
separated from the politics of Northern India and the dynasties 
cultivated friendly relations with Tibet and China. 

The closing years of Harf?a' s reign were remarkable for the 
do.wn of an f(l'a of great changes. It was during his life-time that 
the religion of Islam was preached by Prophet Muhammad and 
H ar~a was still living while the Arab conquest of Persia, was 
completed and that of the Makran coast undertaken. Lacking in 
the geniu of consolidation Harf?a's sporadic conquests were not 
likely to survive and his tendencies gave little assurance to that 
effect. Like the thoughtless religious propaganda 0 Asoka, the 
meaningless charity and extravagance of Har~a bore bitter flllit. 
His own kingdom fell int<> the hands of a usurper, nece sitatinO' 
Chines and Tibetan interfer nce.(15) The new political condition, 

(14) The kings of Kashmir belonging to tbe R'arkota dynasty bad bocome ver 
powerful. Probably King nur'nb' a·Vardhaua ,,"B.S the contemporary of Har~a.. AC'Cording 
to Hiuen Tsang, tlle kings of 'Kashmir e. erci«ed suzerainty over the extreme nortb·v;e~t 
and were very powerful. 

(15) We 1!8n bardly unueretand tl e racsons "by Harpa i8 so highly ext"lIed by 
European writers on tLe hisl()ry of India. Not to Apeak of writera like Ettinghausen 
OJ Kennedy, even tl10 late ir VinCtlllt Smith went 80 far as to de ribe h:m ' the 
lust great Emperor of Iudia, whose ileath marked the final disruption (.f :\ C ntral 
'pOwl'r in Northern Todia a.p.d the beginning of an age of perenni .. ] in mal 'trunlc uutil 
the appearance of the M:u8!1almaos. 

Yet & careful Sllldy of the history of bi~ reign mak~ us thoro{ ghly iii illusioned. 
'l'be empire of Rar~a did not even ·omprise the "hole of Northern In<lia, and 9n~all at! the 
area Wllot under his ~u:l\t'rain anthority, it waR hl\l"dly ronMJidat(l(l into a la ling empir!'. 
fIe warred on. be oo/lquerecl • ....:be thought of IlIr(ht'lr expansion heyond tbe Narmada
but he fail d i(j cOD"olid~le. As Boon as he dosed his eyea, nothing remained of tluat 
empire: .. usurper' aat on bi" throne and Cbinamt;lD and ' 'l'il'«;ltans aUle -;0 ul an en4 
to anlltrohy. 
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for a, time, robbed Eastern India, of its preponderating influence 
ovcr the poJiti(\s of Indill. The stizerainty over Lhe N ortb-WORtern 
trans-frontier states }las ~ed to other nations alld aSter 11 bitter strllg
gle the princes of the Tang dyna, ty became masters of North
,V stern India and Cpl1tnl1 A:::ia. 

More erious enemies to Indian culture and political existence 
appeared in the person of the early propagandists, spiritual and 
mili tary, of Islam. Arab armies made their appearance on the 
north and w('stern frontiers of India. Makran was invaded and 
a.rter the defeat of Sihas-rai and Siiba, i, the Siidra kings of Sindh, 
the Makran eoa t -was lost to t~e Hindus permanently(16) (644 
A.D.). 8in<1h(17) it elf reAisted for ~mother 70 years under the 
Bmhmin usmpcr Chach and his SOll Dahir, but ultimately suc-

- --~----.- -----------
True to speak, his was no empire in any sense of the word. His age, ioo, was one 

~ hich marked the higb tide of p-owipg Indian demotalisation. While he was illdulging 
in oharities and beneYo\.eocel!, td$ biographE'r was denouncing even the tradition of an 
imperial rule and sooffiing at the memory of :Katl~il:Vll . With al} these, hQwever, he Wfl,B 
fortun&te enough to have able biographp.Is to sound the trnmpet of his glory-ona to 
describe hiB great conq uesrs which did not survive even a dec&de lifter rna death, the 
other to harp Oil his great piety which did nothing but belp in the coming ruin and 
open tbe gatee of Iridin. to 8, (oreign enemy. (For onc of the ablest estimates of H&r~a 
let R. C. MajUl1ldar'B paper in J. B. O. R. S. 1929.) 

(16) The Oonque8t of the M al.ran CQast.-Once established in Feteia, the Arabs 
turned their eyea to the MaKran ()(JasL a.nd Sindb. Prob&bly, Makran WaS- 8tlbjeot to 
8indh which was ruled by Si1baRi, II- Siitlra lICCOt(ling to tbe eviddnce of Hiuen Tsang and 
the Cbaolm&ml!.. In all probablity, the Makrau coast was overrun by the Arabs about 
tIle year 640 A.D. 

(17) The Con.qUt8t of Sinilh.-Sindh, Ilccording to thll Hat/jQoarita, had hl;lElnCOnquereu 

by Hrottla (" and made the wealth of 8i Dll I) his own" qlI'qh'lllill fl1~ n-,r q,,"l 

i'i\~1rR'lm l!r({1 ). Who I.bill Sludh :j,{irig waa we do not know, but he \:1M been identifi~d 
with Saha.ai. After him, the throne waH lJsurped !,y a Brahmllnn. Mm'eu Ohaclla.. This 
uaurpe _ ('ilnsojidated hili a-utbority and waS I'allowed by hia lJrothcl' and then 1))," his 80n 

j)ahit. Diihir 1180£1 n. disp11te with Raj)n.j. the MUlE'll gov~rnor of Persia, reearding 
r.eparaUan~ for the 10(lting of present$ .infenc1cd fliT tbe :KbaliC Walia hy the pirates ()f 

1)ewaL This l<-d to ~lIcceRRive AI'ah iova.sions, the-ltloilt bing Jed II), Mul,ammad hln KaNim, 
who <lc(etfted Dihlr aftn gaining th~ llelJ) of the Ir.c:al Blldclhi8tB, Sindb raR!I~d t<:> the 
"rlibll (712·711~ A,I) ). 
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cumb d to the invasion of Mubammarl-ihn-Kasim who got assis
tance from the rebellion" local Buddhi ts (714 A.D.). Simul
taneously, the Arabs pressed hard jn Central Asia and the western 
border !Lnd though \ ith Chinese help, the princes or' Kashmir, 
Udyana ( wat) and Chjtr~l maintained themselves for some time ' 
(720 to 751 A.D.), the deffat of the Chinese General Sien -Chi , 
made the task of Arab advance towards India easier. 

The Great Political RC7olttfion of thc VIIIth Century.--But 
with all theRe events, India propel' was not destined to faU an 
en y prey to the I lamic armie. In the face of foreign aggre 
sion, ther> C(lmc an almost , ynchronous political revolution which 
mal'keil the as(' ndrney of new powers and which checked the;> 
spirit of diRintegration and anarchy. The Rajputs{l9) cam to nl] 

(IS) Islamic EX1)(ln,9ion in Central .4sia.-Side by side there wa an extension of 
Lalaruic power in Centr&l Asia. An Islamic kingdom was Iound!ld near Bokhara by 
A.sad. a ZoroaBtrian convert /,0 Mahomedanism (S25 A.D.). Under biB son and gtandson. 
the sovereignnty of the 8amaDldes was extended Q"I-er Sama.z:khand and Fergana. About 
012 A.D. an officer or the Samanides, Ya.kub-i·Lais. captured Herst, oooupied Zabuli8tan 
from tbe Ra.jputs and also took away the citadel of Kabul, which was tilen in the handa 
of tho Bra.hmin Shabis. whose dynasty was founded by K&llar. 

In the reign of the amanido. uh (942 ace.). Turkish slaves were enlisted in the 
Amir's army, and in the reign of Abdul Malik and bia successor M&nsul', Turks roso 
into ptominetlC8. Ono of thf"sO Turki slav s. Alaptagin. Counded the kingdom ot Gbuni 
and later on tbis prinoipality pas ed into the bands of 8nbuktigin. Snbul..-tigin's sOn 
was the celebrated Mahruud who was d s~ined to be ~he terror of the Hindus. 

'''hile the Turks were gaining in rower day by day their furtber eastern extension was 
blocked by the Hindu state of K bul and Pnnjnb, ruled by Brahmin kings of the ShAM 
dynasty. We hp,ve inscriptions of kings Kalakavarman. BMma and Jayapila of thi line 
and colDl'! of lD ny kingB. After tI10 capture of Kabul citadel, the capital of the Hindu 
kingdom WaR transferred tQ- Wa.hind (Udl\hMI)~8). JayapilB waB Subnktigin'~ contem
porary. 

(19) Thtt HajVllt$.-" "\\-00 Wl'r& th& Rajpuls," 18 a question to whie a ali fact ry 
I\uswer ill yet to be giv u. (iaillling dl'scent from tb Kljattri a heroes of ntiquity. 
til Y T\f;()VCld tbell"lsulvcl! to 11,,",'6 been th. most redou:bt&ble champi ns of Hinduism .nd 
even now tho)' IIr6 JjRtingui~hC'a by their lint' phy~iqU6 and mat fa! t. &ring. Yet. illllpite of 
all tlles6. Oley have be n r garded &6 forelgners of low ori in or 1\ lower .ate Hindus 
elevateu to a higber Miul {'ORition. Th main reason8 fllr the adopti:m of tbe~ 

hrrothS!ls "fa, (l) they ariee ~\I(ldellly ill tho rUth ctlntury. (9) the legend of the origin 

20 
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in mORt kingdo111R. JURf nbout th middle of th TIIItb c ntury 
A.D. four great powers arose in the country:-

(I) The GUl"jara-Pratiharas, (20) who had established their 
principality in the VIih centur:v or ev n b('fore that tim , becam<.> 
a great military PO\\'Cf and advanc.ed io the Punja h border and 
th plain of Hindu. tan. They w('r(' destinpd not only to make 
a bid for supremuev o\'er central nno weRt Tn HinduRt:m but to act .. ' 

as a bulwark ag-ainc;t hJamic dggreRRion for nrn1"] - two c nturie, . 

f the AgnilrnJas points to tbeir nrtificial eleyalion by the Brahmini to recruit fighters 
for Hinduism. (3) sImilarity of bome RaJpllt triht··narueg to snme or tht' non·Aryan clan· 
names (Hu~a , Jit, Tak~aka. etc.). 

At (lne time it was fasbionable to regard tl!c RnjpLlts 8.8 Be. '(hinns, 8.fter th views 
of Colonel Tod. But more recently. tbere baye heen new theorisings about the nrigin of 
the Rajput~ . On this point, Professor D. R. 13handarkar's Foreign EZemenl8 in '[findll 
Population (Iud . Ant., Vol. XL) is of great interpsl. ir V. Rmith's most recent views are 
to be found in his O:rjoTd HistOTlI of India (pp. J72.17~). Prominent among thoBe who 
believe in t.he ~ottTiya o!'igin of the RajplJts is !Iofr. C. V. Vaid~'&, th alJtl1(lr of hf' 
lIutoTlI of ]1 edstuaZ Hindu India (Vol. m· 

A disc,u8sion about the ori~in of the Rlljpnts iR oul of plact' here. But one or two 
points may be ad\anced, to I'nablE' our re",derA to form a ('lear idca ns regards tho K~attrjya 
origin of tbe Rajputs. First of all, anthropological meaaurements go to prove that the 
Rajputs belong to the best Aryan type in India. Rccondly, we helieve tlJat a sudtlen con· 
version or elevation of foreign ra cannot JlO8Ribly convert for igners both ill physical 
cbaracteristics and in mentality. 

(20) Tho GUTlora·PTatihri.TG Etnpire.-The orig-in of the Gnrjara-Pratharas is ehroudf'd 
in mystery. But whatever might have been their ori"in (which qucation must even 
yet remain an open one), a Gurjara kingdom was a.}ready in existence, north of Valabhi. 
in the VIIth century A.D. when Hiuen Tsang co.me to India. The first Pratihiira. 
dyna ty, claiming descent from the Brahmin Raricandra wns probnbly founded nLolJt 
650 A.D. and exercis d authority over 0. larg tract for o.bout twelve generations. to 
coarse of hme, feudatory princes of th Pratihiira dyn&st.y cst&blished otber Rm&ller 
states. The Pratihirns gradually extended their influence aod tbey bad to fight. during 
the early part of the vnIth century, the forces of the Arab Governors who, uncl~r Junaid 
Viad. advanced up to TJjj&in. But the Arah~ Wf'fe burled back by a prince of the 
Pratiila.r&6 who ruled in Avanti. The ~reatnes (" tbll family W&8 111 {llidat d hy 
;iig&bha~& who flourished during tbe middle of the VIIItb c tury A.D. 

The Gurjara.PratihdTa8 and tlleir StTIIga1eR.-After "iJ.go.bba!a., lhe family 8utIl'r('d 
revers Ii the time of Dcvariija (at the 11l1.ndq of fliluKa of the older time) but after ldrn 
th re wa Il number of powfrfnl rulers, lI.g., Vat aril.j , Nagabblltn II, n mahbadra, 
Bhoja. (Clf. R40 A.D.), Ilnd 1ahendra ''Pill (lst quart of the Xtb c ntury). 
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Pala Empire 

(II) About the middle of the VHIth oentury A.D. also arose 
in lDi1st'em India the prda, Empire(21) founded by Gopaln. wh.o 
was raised to the throne by the magnatef; and the people to end .a 
regime of anarchy. 

In the height of their power the Pratihir& rulers ruled over a vast empire, which 
was more or less Ieudalisea. The empire, in the height of its splendour, extended horp 
the borders of tbe Punjab and Sindh to those of Bengal, and included Magadha for 
some time. It includecl the greater part of the Gange:tic valley and almost the ,\.hole 
of Central India and Bundelkhand. Guzerat &nd a portion of the Puniab were in that 
I£mpire. Prowinent &mong the Ieudatorleg of the Empire were the GuhiJot princes, the 
Oahllima.D!lB (whose line was founded by GuviLka) and the C&ndellas. .lianauj, which. 
had been taken from its local king Cakra.yudl13, alterwards be=e the capital ef the 
Empire. 

Wit!l its ,ast extent, great wealth and powerful armies, as is proved by the 
evidence of Muslim writers and. travcl1ers (see Elliot, Vol. 1), the Empire lacked 
consolidation. Bboja and MahendmpjUa were the grea.test rulers or the line and the 
monarchy did much to arrellt tbe advance 01 the Arabs of Sindh. 

The supremacy of tbe PratilJii.ras was short-lived. The,r bad to contend witll 
powerful enemies. The paJa.s of BCl-llgai under Dhllrlllapalo. and tbe Ra.~trakiit!ls of 
the south were their bitterest enemies, not t{) speak of the .Arabs (or the occasional 
raids of Kashmir lungs). Vat~arii.ja or Nagabbatu. II had to figbt with both 
lJhtml1npiila and lhe Ril.~~ra.kUt-aB tmder Dbr va. But the death of Dhruva and he 
soutbern atiack on Govinda tJle Ra~~rakilta King saved the Pratibiras nom ruin. 
bharlllapii.lu, ill the meanwhile advanced up to Rana.uj and put Calaayudha on the 
throne. No,gabha.ta BuiItlred again from the a tack of Govinda. III ( 07..808 A.D.). Bboj~, 
loo, suffered an attack ruade by Devapiila, but towards the end of Rhoja,'s r ign, {he 
kil,g of Bong!!.l I"I"nB discolnflted ~ hUe thlll' was llO pressure from the Rii8trakii~&s. Hut 
nbout 916 A.D. tJle Pratihii.rll Mahip~la suJTered a signal revene at tbe hand of Tnm 
Tn, na~trflku!'D" hut w~ saved lrom de truction by the incompeteuce of Govinda. IV . 
.After Mahipille, ihe decay of tiH~ empire was ffl.st. The Candellas under Dbanga 
wrested much of the Impt!ria.l territories, G ujsrat became i!)depclldent. the Cedis 
s,sscrted tbem8elve'~, while the I\:&CchapagbMa.a becnme independent ne&r Gwalior. 
Rli.jyapii,la., tho last rule): of 1{anauj , suffer d an a.ttack from Mahmud of 'Gha.zni o.nd then 
died in a wal' witll ~be R3Ccha.pagb&ta~ ana the Candelltl.s. The line ellded soon 
afttl:r:warl!ll ingJorlol1s1y. 

(21) The Nilas of Belll/al.-Bengal during the close of the VIItb and the fll's hall of 
the VnItb ce~tu.ry , .... as divided int<> a number of ~ruall principalities. 1'he S&ila~ and 
Kh8(Jga~ l1r()lltlloly diVided tlla country Ind 1l1tlle number of petty st.a.tea cl(i!<ted. ' By 
the jUJddle or thQ VHTth oeliLury (dr- 750 .A..D.) the luers enued tbe peri0<1 lIt al1a1"t.·hy 

by electing Oop~la t<c' -the tlJfOne (of. T{}lalimpnr pls.te), 
The Pilla dynasty foundeJ. b~' him was a long-lived one and produced emine·nt .ularl! 

and c;onqu~rors_ Dharmaplila, the lion (If Goplila. ola.imed to have conquered ne&rly tbe 
whole of Northern lndia, and placed Caki'iYlldbll OJl th(l tbrone of Xanal1i. .e.fwr , . , 
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(III) Almost simultaneously, there aro:;e the Ra~trakuta8(22) 

who, under Dantidurga, (753 A.D.), put an end to the Calukyas 
and took their place in the Deccan. But before 'tbeir downfall, 
the Calukyats under Vikramaditya I harl , l:llmoRt erushed the poHti
cal power of the PallavaR, AO much so that they sank into insigni
fwallee. 

defeating ilie Gurjar Nagabha.ta (Kblllimpur, 1. 11 and 12), His son Deva.paJa, 
seems to ba'Ve CQllqucreu Assam and Ka.linga.. After DevapiiJa. ca.me Vigrahapala, NariyaJ)a, 
pita, Rajyapala, Gopiila. II, VigrahapiiJa, a.nd Mahipala., who eufier'd an attack irom 
Ha.jendra. Cola.. The kingdom was probably weakened by t,his 8,nd probably rival 
princes established themselves in western and southern Bengal. Mampiila was followed 
by Nayapiila, Vigru.hapala, MabipaJa II, Sura.pala (Mauhali Ins.) and Ramaplila who saved 
the dynasty from utter ruin and saved it from tbe revolt of Divyoku who had uBurpfld 
authority in u. large part of tbe realm, 

(22) The R~trakUta8,-'l'hey rose to power unuer Dantiuurga, about 753 A,D . and 
were a dynasty which had loug been ruling in the Deccan. Their king, !ndra, son of 
KnJ,la, was defeated by Jayasimha. of the ea.rlier Ciilukya dynasty, and from that time 
they were feudatories to the Cii.lukYlIs. Dautidurga, wbo founded the greatness of thl! 
lme an,I assumed pompous titles, was deposed by his tlDcle Kr~J?a I. After KnWa J, 
tit\! next great king was Dhruva who carried on wa'T on both fronts, namely, on the 
north as well as on the south. He for<.'ed the Pallavas to pay a. tribute of elephants, 
while crossing tlJe Vindhya8 hf' humbled Vatsarijo.. 

Gorinda III (794.814 A.D.), the grea.test wonarah of the line, made himself 
suzerain o.ver the regiou betwllen the Vlndhyas and the Tililgabbadrii., He also conquered 
Lilta where he made biR brotl'er Tndrariija viceroy, After Govinda, who inflicted 3. 

crushing defeat on the PratiMra., Nii.ga.bha~a II (clr, 807 or 808 A.D.), the state suffered 
from internal complications, which checlwd for a time its con.quering ,l1ctivity, 
A.moghavar~a had himself pre,occupied by the war with the 'Flastern Cii.hlkyas, A 
number of weak princes s1,Icceeded hin) , and the next great king nlade war 00 

the king of the Colas, on whom ')lad devolved the taek of carrying on war with tile 
prominent Deccan Power. .Rnll;l/lo III defeated the Cola king RiLjii.ditya tilL the ba.We 
of TakkolalD (94:0 ,A,D,). 

The· last .king of the dynast,y, R'arka II, IJad to figh the Parama.rH~ of J\{u,lwa ,na.d also 
the princes of tbe CiJ,!ukya dynallt,y. When MulkllCd was at tbe ml)rcy of the nonh£'rn 
enemy, the Cilukya warrior Taila restored the older line, and established the Ca.lllkya 
dynasty at Kalyani (978 A.D.), 

The Cdtul!ya.·Ra~1"akuf4 Duel.-The Ba~tTllki1~aa a tl)e predominant pcccaJl power 
bad to fight the Gurjaras in the North, the Colas ill the South, and, occasiona.lIy, 
the Easte,:o Calukyaa (an off·shoot of the older CalnkyaJ;) eHtabJislmd by Kubla· 
VI~~uvatdha.J1a, brother of Pulake~in U, in tbe province of Veligi. fJ.'bis state lasted 
till 1070 A,D., a.l,ld some of its killgij fought the ~iI~~rakij~r.ts. 'During the reign 
(If Amoghayarl1& I (815 A.D.), the war uet~j)en tbll tW\'l cc.unirlf'S ('oIlljnuetl "lguTOIlSly. 
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(IV) And lot few decades later the place of the Pallavas aR th 
suzeraln power in the extreme south wap taken by the Colas,(23) 
who contInued to bold' a i:mpreme posit jon almost to the eve of 
--~ -~-- -- '----r--- -- - w'o 

The Lat,el' Giihdcyas,-in additjol\ to these, local Co.luk}a princes, wbo had probably 
become th .vu.~sa)s of the Rfi.'lI!rakfltas: were ever rMdy to assert themselves. The dynasty 
of T.tila ruso clu.imed descenL from Ule older line and as soon as it was established, it 
had to carry un wnx en the two front.s. Taila (973-997 A.D.), the fint king, had to fight 
MUiijs of Mllilwa, whO' after sixteen Buccessful raids lost his life ill the 17th attack. 
Tbe next kings, Satyiisraya, Vikramo.ditya and Jayasimlla, had to fight the Colas. 
The wnx was a t rrible (llle and went on with varying 61lCCeSSecS on both sides. In 1052 A.D. 
was fought tbe battle of Koppa-ru in which Oola Hfi.jii.dbiru.ja lost his life. Somllsvarn 1 
(104.0·1069 A.D.), who fought at Koppam, took up the cause of the Ea.stern Cilukya- prince 
Kulottl1!lga, He wlla Lowever ilofeated aL Bezwada a.nd Kudal Sang8dl.l and conunittcd 
suicide. 

The "'ar was continued by Kulottunga., an heir to the Eastern Oalukylls who 
ascended 1.he Cola throne. But during Vikrama.ditya VI's long reign, after the 
peace with the Colas, the Hoysii.las made an attack on the Co.lukyas. Y.i);:rarniiditya VI 
ruled for a long time (1076-1127). Within thirty years of his death, the Empire broke 
up and the KalacUIyas usurped authority in II large portien of th~ Empire, under Vijiala 
(1156-1167). But the Jralacuryas thernselve,q were weakened by the usmpation of'Vasav&. 

(2.3) Tamil India and the Rise of the Cola Power.-As stated alre.a.dy, in the 1st 
c!lntury A_D. the Colas had risen to power and we1th under able kings like Karikala 
the B1o.ck!oot. But this early supremn.cy was destroyeJ by various causes and lor 
some time the Ceras rose to power. Very soon, how~vl!:r, they wers supplanted by the 
Pal1a'Vlls and dm:wg their asoendency tl,e Ceras, Oolas and Pa~\().yas all had to rernlJln 
'<jntent with the subaervient position. of feudatori~s. 

Bt\t tlle Pall1l<Va.9 as the predominant power of the South had to contl!tl.c1 willi a 
number of onemiel?, r~., the Cahikyas in the NOl'th and the P~(lyas in the SO'ltb aJl.Il 
othe. enemies. 

1'he Pal1ava,~ lIulrer~ dclell.\ a.t the hands Qf ikra\llii.dityo. II "'llnkya (741) Mlll 
em the GlIti)lction of the Ca.tukya.~, th~ir SUc('ell~ors, the Ra~trllkiitl.l>s inhtlriteil thtl tIOan,e!. 
Govinda III inflicted II t!.l'u.hin~ .Ment 0:0 the E:anohi l'ule~a. In their weaknel!s ~hey 

were a.ttaoked by the 11i\\IQ.yas \Io<1er Varag1ll;ta (cir. 825), bu~ the Pal)l}.yas thellllel"es 
sull:W'>:d deil,lat. 

While this (lull! wa. +ioing un, the Ooilla, /lIlSel't!:ld themselves. The <:lOla king 
VijaYii.laya rEl<lO"t~t'd TQI~ioi'C while hill SOll aditya Oela. d,.e(eated the, last Palla II. Apu.ri.jita 
a.t\d laid the fO\\lld~tio~aor the Cola l!hppj~'(). The Ullxt king Patintaka (~,\l5a A.D.) 
reduced tht) Pii.v~yaf;l and invs,dpd Ceyl0 ,. But vary soox). I,he OO~I\$ took lIP the fight 
lIga.inst the NOl'tberu PO\V@r:, the: Rii\1trlWlilM. J;trijaditya lost lUll 11f.1. I\t t.he battle (l( 

TI\~k()lanl MaiMI, l\r~~a. ITl (~19 A.n.). In 985, Rlijariij8i acel:\detl the th,rone Mld 
made himself suv,craln (;IVer a vast t'r.pIlil'e st.retclling fl'om 'I'ravanco.t\l to the l\.fulga 
border and ilUllnding \I 1l1irge plll't, of :M:ysc;lte. He \lOnqllered 1he 'r4'hldiree /loud LlICCadives, 

1 
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the M1U; a]man conquest of the south.(24) As a, result of this, four 
great political power ' arose and waned for supremacy keeping 
under check a number of other kjngdoms and feudatories who 
transferred their allegian('e to the more, uccessful conqueror. The 
l1lutual hORtility of theRc kept them engaged ftnd prevented them 
from presenting a COl lllllon front to the lsla.mic 1101'(1e8 that con
tinued to knock at the gates of Inuia. The' Gurjam-Pratilla,ras 
continued to act a. a hul'wark to the further eastern advance of 
the 1\lussalmans wLo Lad Lowcver the o'ood fortune of having an 
ally in the Ha~trakfttfts.(25) Houghly, RDell a state of things lasted 
for nearly two renturjPR. While these struggles were going on, 

[omled nlalTiage IIllia,nc(, with Iht· 1~a8tcTu Calukyas and pUI down the PilJ;l<!Ys,s. He 
w&s succeeded by Rajendra Cola, who, not satisfied with a Tamil Empire, advanced 
a.gainst the Pii.las (assUlllmg the ti tle of (;augaikoJ;uj.a) and sent an expedition a.gainst 
the kingdom of Srivijaya in Rumatra. Hill unfortunate successor lost his life 1Il the 
baHle of Roppnm ,~ltile fighting with the Calukyall, which work was co.rried on by bis 
SUCC('SSul"S. 

(2<1) Pii:l)l/.ya Retijval.-V1JRyiilaya'H hne was then ended by J{ulottuilga (1070· 
1118). ThiS prince warred on j.o conqner KaliiJga, repelled tb e Cii.lukyas and Lougbt 
the Hoyaiila<.. The last powerful rnkr was Rajarii.ja III (1216·1248). After him tJle 
Colas declined and the Pii.I!(~ya Siri-Maravarman became powerful, capturing and burn · 
ing Tanjore. Ja!;avarman So.ndexa Pi1IJq.ya (1251.1275), was a powerful ruler, but ¥oslem 
in'\"asion undex Malik liafur brought the kingdom under Rultan Alallddin Khilji 
(1310 A.D.). 

(25) Deoline 0/ tile Gurjara.Pratihllras.-The Ourjara·I'ratihi1ra Empire Buffered 
from decay after the death of MabenilIapiiladeva (908 A.n.), wbo may be rogarded as the 
last great Lord Suzerain of Nl)rth India. Mahendrapa.la was succeeded by Blloja n 
and then by Mahipii.la, who is ('a.Uod Rii.jadhirii.ja of A.ryiivarta by the poet RajalieklllLra. 
It was probably in l,lS reign I hat the Moslem traveller Musaudi visited India. He 
haB left a record of his (our great armies each numbering 7,00,000 men. Hut the 
Empire received a terriblo shock at the hands of Indra HI (cir. 916 A.D.). This 
Hii.'.'~rakllta alta.ck wea.keneLl the "Empire, tllough it did not crullh it. Arter Mahipila. 
caJr.e Me.hentire.pa,\a n, Devapa\a. (cit. 948), VijayapUa and Rii.jya.pa.la. the contemporary 
of !:JuHan Mahmlld ()f Ohazni. 

TIle Pratihlira9 did very great senic to India., by chekillg the inr.oaus of i,he Mus-
1511lmans of Sindll, and ille break· up 01 t:beir l~mpire was a great r.ataRtrophe. TIle ambi. 
tiOllS and rebeluous feudlllorills ot t,he Empire now took apvnntage of ill!' wOlIoknc8s of tJl$ 

lJeniral Jlower and noi only aaRerted inil<'penuc.rlcP 1 but thought of cRtabJishing paramount 
authority. 
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on In tbe North-\Ye 't<'fll frontier th l Kabul state Leld its 
own under its Bralunin uRlIrpers till the' end of the Xtll century 

and the iir, tJ q uarter of Lhe Xlth. 
Further Feudal DisinlpyraticHl.-Tlle middle of the 

Xth century witnessed grea . politieal ehanges and was signalised 
by great E' \'euts which wcre to ch,tnge thr course of later histor~· . 

After king Mahipala or Yillnyakapiila, who had llccE'E'cied in res

toring th fortune of hiR family, thr Gl1l'jal'a-Pratihfira monarchy 

underwent a steady ni'<intcgratioJ) and the' ruler of Kanauj suf
fered constant attack: from hi" reudntorip". who not onh asserted , . 
their indepf'ndenc(' hut tnrn('d their ann: again. t their 

late InfLster. Prominfnt among th{>se ne\y statpH of lTortbern 
India w re those ruled owr hy Rajpnt princes who mane dynastic 
war and mutual ho!'tility the Hole' objeC'tiYe of th i1' e~ic:;t nee. 

The country fast mov d on th(' path of cntaRtrophe. Th" danger 
of the common enemy \,ho wac:; knocking at the gnt >~ ('onld bardly 
rou:(' the (' princ to a srn e of dutr. . . 

Th(' danger of L lamic invac:;ion hecame howevr.r great ~r d ~. 

by dely and though ad\'crsC' political circumstance: and th di, t:mce 

of the Indian frolltirr remov rl for a time the I'ab mennc \ nn 
offshoot tlle Samnni kingdom ruled by the yil'ile Turki COlwerts 
was established at Ghazni. It ",a. destined to b ("orne tlll' point 
d'apJlui of th l\Io.l(>ro in his deRirrns ngainc:;t the fertile plain of 
rndin. Tllat . tate pa Fl. ed to the hand. of ahlr ruler. like AJaptgin. 

SuLuktlgin and l\fahmud. the last of whom wac:; d tined not only 
to strike terror in Hindnstnn h! hi~ cfuel and inhuman l' id .. 

- -- ~--.-----..,- ---,~ 

Among these may h~ tount .. 11 the C!\ndeUa.8 Ie by Dh&i!ga. who cle.imed illll1erial 
authority shout 954 A.n . (l':huiaraho inscription). The CI'dl Lak~maJ;le.raja ,,'aR Itnother 
8u(·b kin~. The CAlnkya Mulo.raj a.serled inilepl'ndence in Gujllrot. illn Karcbaraghitae 
e8tahlished themsolves nE'at G \I alinc. and t bo Pararuiiraq Ih~N't d them l'h- • slt!O t·he 
'ihatriilnas of SikaUlhharl (. e 'R. C. Mlljumllllr'a Gru;ara·PrtJ ill.Ira, pp. 7tH\1). 
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but to absorb the state of Kabul and I,ahore. Islam gained 
ground every day and the religion of the Prophet spread among 
the wjld hillmen partly by force but more through the excel
lence of that religion over the debased Buddhism current in thos 
places. The liabul statf' under the renowned kings J ayapa.]a 
and - nalluapfila Longht against Sultan Mahmlld, but their weak 
forces, though occasionally . trengthened by contingents of 
neighbouring ru]er::.;, could do nothing against the invaders :flushed 
with zeal and superior in fighting rapacity Rnd uriIliant genPffll-
hip. 

With the fa.ll of the Shahi kingdom of I{abul,(26) the natural 

barrier of protection passed to the ever-vigilant Mussalman 
enemy, who had in Mahmud's lifetime annexed the greater part 
of the Punjab. Later on, the weak successors of Mahrnud found 
a refuge in this Indian territory.(27) 

From that tIm, however, the Mussalrnan conquest of India 
was a foregone conclusion .though a respite of neady two centnries 
was f:,1fanted to the Indian princ('s of Hindustan, through the 

(26) Fall of the SlWhis.-Ja.yaprua lost Lo.mghan a.nd ihe regions to the west of the 
Indus 1;0 Subuktigin. After his death, his BOn AnandapiiJa. fought till 1009 or 10]0, when 
be was killed in battle. His Bon Trilocanapala carried on the struggle but he was 
forced to submit. 'fow&rds the closo of his liCe, be seems to have lost his kingdom 
(1021). His sucoossor, the last of the Brs,bmaJ;la Sahia, BhimapMa.. died in 1026. 'rha 
greater part of the PuniaL im:luding Lahore passed to Mabmud of Ghazni. 

(1'17) Ghaznivite Sulta/ls of LahoTS.-Arter the death of Sultan Mshmud, bis son 
Massud became Iring. He ruled ~is father's Empire a.nd appointed a. 1{azi and a 
Governor to rule. the Punjab. HI,} seems to Jlave 0.1$0 employed Hindu generals and 
soldiers. His general Nialtiagin carried <m raids into Hio<\u t,erritory t<) the east but 
heing unfaithful to hiB master. he wa.s killed. Masaud thought ofmakin.g oQnquests 
in Indi~, but the wCBtemp&rt of his empire being attacked by the Beljuks, he returned 
fro.m India. and while on hiB wn.y, !.(let his lite. A number of weak kirtgB then sat on tho 
throne or Qhazni. Pm' forty y~a.r~, t).Je . throne was u8ur1,>ed by a. slave na/lled T11~hrll, 
llat afterwards, lIJah.mud'lI line was restored. Alter two Sultana, Ibrll.lli.m Bnd 
Fl),l'ukbjal! who ruled till 1118, the thronl) passed to Ba.llt1un who ha.l Ii long reign of 
n I ~ears. He WQS a weak prince ~lId during hi~ reil!D Ghnr,ni lVa8 a.cked a.ocl hll!,Qt 
by the Ohr.ris, DalJr1tUl retirf'Q to Tndia alld ruled there till hiij dl,la,tl'. , 
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weakness of Mahmud' s succe sor (28) and the constant rivalry of 
the Ghaznivite and the Ghori princes. Northern India remained 
in the meanwhIle a 1m·dley of principaliti s wedded to a policy of 
eternal ho tility an mutual strife There arose n w princes and 
rival dynasties. But, in tlli. new ma1J.<Jala the fighting energies 
of each tate wa neutralised by the hostility of its n ighbours. 

Rajput prince ruled in the tateG. War for supremacy 
became til; objective of the e ambitious princes and the houndarie 
of nch state varied with the flUcces or failure of the TIlling prince. 
Con. olidation of autbority or the building of It stable mplre 
wo,. beyond the comprehension or geni.w~ of these chiefs. War 
for military glory continu d the end and aim of their exiqtence and 
the age was one of rllicalric anarchy. ,ta teg aain d a cend nc!, in 
turn. Ahl(> ruler:.;; like Bhoja of Mal a, I\:afl)3 of Cedi. Madana-
rundra of I\anallj carried 011 the eternal strll~glc 'hich did nothing 
but weaken the country before tho very eyes of the advancina nemy. 
Of the' n(> Rajput famili ,s , the Cahamana ruled in Sambha~ 

(2R) The Decline Dnd Foil of Ghami.-On Bahram's death his on Khaarll arne 
king. He lo~t Ohazni fir t to tbe Turk and t11l'n to the Ghnris. KhaSTll bad retir 
to I abore wh re be ruled fer. even yearq . The last princl' or the house of Mahmud, 
Khllml IT. \1 as defeated, captnred and killed by Rba'labuddin ?fahomed Obori (1191 A.D.). 
Coins l f tll (l 116 ~llIvide • ultanll of LaboT h""1\ come down to us and t'Ome of tbe e 
hear. anakrit inscription and are copied from Hindu Rbiilii coins. 

(211) The C4hDtllana Kingdom of SDm/>/la~Il.-Jt wa founded by on Amant, who 
\1.0(1 wlw Imlne'lliate ~IIC('lR'l>r .iistingui b8<1 thNope!ves in the stru::l::ll~ a:rainat tlie 
Arlb" of Hmdh. The llijolill tooo inst'ription give u~ &Il SCl'Ount of tbi~ line. One 
important kmg l\ a8 OU'·,i,ka.. Yigr haraja wa a gUilt ruler and waR . II ~ ·16<1 bv 
l>urlnva (97fl .T>.-H rdb s\t,ni'). AFter him cam a number of prinel's (Govinda. 
Vlikpah . Vijava, l)nrlava. Vigraha, T'rith\"iraja. Aiaip"la. Arnnrija) ho oon olida d 
1 h. power (, th lin. Fome of tb oe, lik A rnorAia., bad 10 fight not onl the fu~ almana 
but nl hllli to war with the killl!8 of (}uj(ml.t (KUllllrap"Ja). Ti'ilad~va . s a ~ a1 
~oldier. POllt and drllmatiRl. "ho dlt'C'ked cd puni hed the Mo Jems man. tim . Vi·,la· 
c!('YI\ ,'UI~d at JeRl<t lip to [H\3, Ht' w!lij ,fIlII w('d I' ... number of wuk king. 'fhe las 
[,rifle of ,be dyr.80 ty W88 tlte 1'I"lehrat d warrIOr Prthvirija, the rul r nf Ajm rand 
/)elhi. wjlo once dC'ft'alec • h hahuddin Gbori bu wa~ ultimatt'l l nquered nd kill I hy 
him (110:1 A.D.), Toward tho !'iliA (If the. IJth rentnrv, IiiI' "b min~ b lTl'd the ~ay 
or ihe 'l'urko·Pathana to India, 
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nd Ajmir, the Paramara in Malwa,,(30) the Haihaya in Cedi,(31) 
' the Candella in Bundelkhand,<311l the Caulukya III Guj arat, (33) 

(SO) The Paramilra Kingdom of Malwa, with it,s capital at Dhara, beoame powerful 
during the latter hali of the Xth century. The first king to assume independence was 
Siyakndeva, who was followed by Vlikpstirii.j ad eva , MUflja and Sindhurii.jadeva. Muftis. 
who fougbt Tailapa 1!l73.997) was killed by him in battle. Bhoja (1010·1065) was the 
grea.test Jdng of the dynasty. He was a great author. lawyer, poet and writer on various 
subjects and was the greatest ruler of his time. He fought the MU8salmans or 
Turu1Jkas in addition to the adjacent enemy states of Gtljarat., t.he kings of the 2nd 
Calukya dynasty of the south, and the Cedis of the east, who were connected with 
the CiiluJ..-yas by nl!I.Triage. During this struggle Dilara was once occupied by Bhima 
of Gujarat and once by Jayasimha Oalu1.-ys. Bhoja also fought the Turks. Probably 
he attacked tbe rear of Mahmud after the sa~k of Romnath and sent a contingent to 
help .!nandlllpiila. After Rhoja, there was disorder in the kingdom and Bhoja.'s successor 
Jaya~iroha was placed on the throne with the a.id of Vikramaditya Cii.lukya.. King 
Odayaditya restored the fortunes of the family and his son Lak~maJ;ladeva seems to 
have waged war on all sides. He was followed by Nal"M'lman (1100·1183) and 
Ya80varman who suffered defeat at the hands of the Ciilw,yas and Jayasimha Biddharitja 
of Gujarat who imprisoned him in a cage. His HucceS80r Jayavarman was defeated 
by Kumarapalade"a of Gujarat and was decapitated. Other kings ruled after bim, 
namely, Ajaya.·Va.rman, Vindhya.Varman (who recovered much of his ancestral j.enitory 
from Gujarat and fought the Gujarat kings), Subha!,a·Varman. ArjuDa.Varman and 

, Dev.aplila.Varman in wbose line tbe main line of the Pal'amaras was ended with the 
attack of Sultan lltutmish. 

(81) The Hathaya Princes of Oedi were probably not feudllltoriea to the Gurjara-Prati. 
baras. From inscriptions we know that the earliest king was Kokkala. After him 
came Dhavala, 13ij,lahar~a, Yuvariijadeva L&k~Dlal?a, SankaragaJ;la (Yuvariija m and 
~kalla who were followed by Gliilgeyadeva (who reigbed till 1040). He seems to have 
occupied Benares and fought Bhoja but was worsted. After him came Rar.l,lB, who 
next to Bhoja was the greatest king in Aryiivarta. He conquered many kings, e3.tended 
his Empir-e over Trikalinga, Behar and a large part of HinduslaD. After bis long reign 
(1040,1080) his SOil YaBa~karl)a canied on the tradition of his father, ruling till 1125. He 
wa3 followed by Gayakar:{la, Narasimha·Va.rman, Jaya,simha and Vijayasinlha whQ 
reigned up to tLa end of the Xlltb century when (:he dynasty fell with the attacks of 
the Mns8almans under Sba habuddin Ghori and his successors lD tbe Delhi Sultanate. 

(32) The Oandratreya or Oandellq Dynasty of BlI.ndellrhand, with c&pital at Khajurah() , 
W.aJI founded by a prince Damed Nannuka (8ee V. Smith's art. in Ind. Ant., Vol. XXXVLT). 
The early kings were probably feudatories \If a greater lXlwer, i .. e., tbe GUl'jara.PrQ.tih8.rall. 
Nannuka was followed by Vakpati, Vijaya, Rahila. Rl'illar,a. Yaaov8Irman. the la~t 

. being followed by Dhaoga, a powerful king who il5 said to lliwe l1elped ;r a.yapil.la agaJnst 
Sub uktgin. He \fal followed by Gal].~a (1000·1023), a ('ont mporary of Mahmucl whom be 
resisted Ris aon Vidya~hara inBicted a crushing blow on RiijYlIpiiJa Pratihu.ra of 
Kana.llj and probably killed hito (with the help of the KaccJ apagMtaH, trihutMies to the 
Cp,ndellas, lillI' t.qay of. the ~jnge (If Ma,lw~ !lon~ C'e<l i,): Vidrii~lh"ra be¢am~ kiDR 
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the Gahaqavaia in Kanauj,<M) the Pala in Magadha, the Siira, and 
later on, the Sena ruled in Western Beng2.l. (35) Himalayan states 

and was followed by Devavarman who called himselI an independent monarch. Kirti· 
varman was a contemporary and eDemy of Kan~a, the Cedi kiDg. and the two fought 
for supremaoy. He was fclloweil h . allak~mana who warred on Maiwa and Cedi 
After him came (1110 A.D.) J aya.varman and Prthivivarman (1120·1125). The next kinp 
Madanavarman repelled an attack by Siddbaraja JayasimLa of Gujarat and humbled tht 
kings of l\{ah~a and Cedi, he bimselI being a friend of the Gihaqavala king 01 
Ranallj. 'Ihe last important kmg of tbis line was Para.mardideva (1165-1203). He 
was worsted by the Cahamana PrthvIra.)a (1182) aDd again by Rurubllddin who captured 
the fort of l{alll:iljara. After him, there were tbree kiOgS but the line ba<l to fight the 
Turks constantly and sank into inslgnific:ance. 

(33) The Caulukya Dynasty of Gujariit, with its capital at Anhilwarii., was founded by 
Mularaja (XL)) century). The Gujarat kings had to fight not only the Cii.lakyas of the 
South, the l'aTmii.rBS of Malwa, the Cibamanas of Sambhara, but the Arabs of Sindh 
and Jater on the Tllrks. MiiJarija wa~ succeeded hy CimuJ?<}.a (997·1010). He defeated 
Ilnu killed Sindhuraja of Ma)v.a. After two unimportant kmgs. Bhima I became the 
Iller (l022.1()64). He v. as a contemporary of Bhoja and Kar).1& Cedl and it was 

during his reign that Mahmud of Ghazni raided omna.th. He was followed by 
KarJ?& (1064·1094). His successor Jayaslmba ~\Judharaja (1004-1143) ought the ArabI · 
in addition to tbe kings of Mah"a and Cedi . Malwa was o'yerrun cruelly, i klng 
was treated loarbarollsiy and it was partly occupied . His Sllccessor was Kumarapiiola 
(1143·1173). He subjugated the (;uhiiots and the king of Malwa. fought against the 
Cedis a.nd was favourably inclined to the Jainas. He was 8u("ceedd by an incomp tent 
prmce who wa.s supplanted by Mfllaraja. II (1176·1178). He was a king though a minor 
and signally defeated MuhallllUad Ghori. Under hlS successor BMma II (117 .19(1) and 
the next prince, the BilgbeJas Ilsurlled authority. Pour kings of tbi line, fl.g., 
Vissladeva, Arjuna, < srange. and Kar~le. ruled till 1303 wLen the kingdom was conquered 
by AJauddin Khiliji (1:J03). 

(34) Giihllaaviitas of RanQU1.-Tbe first lDlportant klDg or the Gahadllvshro liDe of 
Kanauj was Candradeva (CiT. 1080) who conqur d Ranallj from the 1000,al ruler, 
,nd cartur d Benares and probably OUdb. He e -pe\led the 'l'urks to wllOm the 
l'cat.iharo8 had submitted and claimed to be the greatest monarch of X:ryavarta after 
Bboja Paramara and Cedi Karl)a. Aft!'r him CSJXI~ Madanapala. and next to him 
Govinda·Candra, who seems to have conquered tbe Cedis and ext nded hi empire 
iu the east and eb eked the Turks now e tablished in tbe Punjab. He ruled from 
llH to 1164 and wal followed. h, Vljay caudra (1154·1170) wbo claim d a victory over 
the Turk.. 'roward8 the do e of his reign, lbe ClL.hamii.na VigrahllIlija ot imer captured 
I)plIll and made b l)jd f r suzerainty in Tri\varta.·ijsya' 800 JaYfWraodra wa 
the rival of l )rthv-,raja. the last Hindu king or Ajm -Delhi. Jaye.cl:andta tuled till 11~3 
whep his kingdom wall conqut)rl'd by Shahutldin [uhaUltnad Gbnri 

(35) Benyol.-It ('tllUS that rowards the clo '0 of the 1'61a pc-ind, theiT P(n\et in 
Bengal gradually dooayed and ploSAed to (ttber dylla8tH~8. 'l'ha, iira dynasty was 
founded and we have thtl namf)4 of Hi,ta Eing,i. mes of other kings anJ of (lth~r drna. 



ltj4 llil!d'tJ ['ulittJ wui PoTitirrJl 'Jlhe(lric-s 
~ - ) .. 

iikf' Nfl 1nJ. CharUlAt, ra.ngl'::! .. J{:tshulir nd Kamarupa, l)ecam~ 
i:-;ulatt'd from tht' lutl11(::H.,r. )( til(' l'c.Jiti( Hl fon'e~ \\'llrhng' i11 
H iurhL,tnn, thnugl ill,! \Htnin~ng tIt"ir mf1('l'enc)('n(',c for ROlIH' time, 

In the Vt;('(',.n ai(l til the SC'lllh the S:lIQe st,at.e of affairs 
~uly;:jRt,('d. There tnn rp'tI~'c Itt'\\ clynflsLie~ ruling in various plaees, 
,g., lilt' Y[i(t:WHs1Y <d' Deyagm in i\hlr.trii~p'lL the Hoysf11ull 

of D";lr:!-~nmudrflJ :5,) dUl't:1C'r ~(\uth) th(~ K?kl'lli;)tlB of ,Yal'l'llgHl,(18} 
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the l\ings of Orissa, (39) not to mention a host of small principalitie 
and feudatories owjng allegiance to the nearest powerful prince 
of the locality. ' 

In the medley of states, there was neither cohesion nor any . 
. political purpose. The pl~ince . thought of nothing but eternal 
war and dynastic hostility . Despotic a they were. everything 
depended on their pleasure. The people had rea 'ed to hayc any 
interest in politics. Religion decayed, the art of war became anti
quated, and society , tagnant. Nobody thought of the country's 
interest. , 

The MU8salman, flushed with victory and fired by bis religious 
fervour, l1ad long bided his time. In the person of Shihabuddin 
Ghori, tile pirit of conquest re-awakened. The ground had already 
been prepared and after a , hort truggle, the Hindu military 
resistance collnpsed with the s cond battle of Taraj and the death 
of Prthvlraja. The Turko-Afghans ca.rried everything efore them. 
PrincipaJities melt d away, armies were annihilated and the pJa.in 
of Hindustan passed to the hands of the Turki conquerors almo. t 
within the space of a, decade. 

Sudden and sweeping a the tide of conquest was, it fa.iled, 
however, to break the spirit of the people. Th armis of I lam 
could conquer kingdoms hut they could Dot put an end to Hindu 
culture. Patriotic Hl1jput princes and triheg carried 011 an almo?t 
continuon r gi, tltnc. Many of them took shelter in the hills 

bee'l)M il\si!(niflcn.nt thuugh iL ·I)ntinued. till 1{23. fighting th Ba,bma.ni uUM!! by 
,,'born it. Wu.s annexed. 

(3$}1 UrissG bad au independent dynast\' of )tll own. The Ke~M'i6 (Sol'na.va'ID~i) ruled 
{or l\ lOl1g time. but later 011 til Eastl'rn UangiS 11111n3oo their supremao under Vajra. 
JiI'~ta r (()R4·10lfl). Tho Cdas uuder Rajendra C<>Ja invaded tIle COtltltry (aoout 1021). but 
atterwards thQ Onngall hecame supreme. Tlija.rii.j'" (1068·1076) nnrl Anania.varman ~&. 
ga.nga (1076·1]42) 'VerA very powerlul kings. They weTI' foJlo~ed by able princes CIt other 
lin os wlto IDa.inta.iuoo their Independenc)t' till <.lir. 1 6" A.n. 
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and deserts. The inaccessible South retained its independence 
for another hundred year , . till the military genius of Sultan 
Alauddin Khilji, seconded by the zeal of Malik Kafur, eI1abled
Jamie annie to penetrate the South. Yet even then the Mussal
Inan could not e tablish universal rule over India. The Hindu 
line of l'csi tance, though broken, showed a new front. The war 
against Islam and Mussalman advance continued all through 
tli centuri 8 till the advent of. tb European, as we shall see ill 
a BU eql1ent chapter~ Successive revivals took place and every 
time the Hindu made a bid for his lost political power and missed 
s cooss only through unforeseen causes· and circumstances which 
the hi tori&n of cause and event hardly explains accurately . 



BOOK X 

... 

POLITICS AND PUBLIC ' LlFE 

IN MEDIAEVAL HINDU INDIA 

From the above summary of Indian political history we can 
easily sum up the main political tendencies which operated during 
the whole period from the Hindu resurrection of the IVth century 
A.D. to the eve of the Mus alman conquest of Hindustan during 
the clos of the XIIth century A.D. The e appear to be the fol
lowing :-

.(1) First of all, there was a continued tendenoy to a further 
break-up, though we meet with the periodic rise of tfong powers 
like the Palas and the Pratiharas. Along with this tendency to 
break up there wa a further development of sub-infeudation and the 
ri e of small local dynastie , which tran ferr d their allegiance to 
the pr dominant power of the day. This received it culmination 
in the ri e of the Rajputs and their vassal nobility. 

(2) Gradual shifting of the centre of political interest from 
th. East to the 'Vest, caused partly by th invasion and immigra
tion of foreign races ·and partly through the e. tablishment of the 
I lamic power on the border of north-western India. 

r. (3) The disappearcnce of RepubliCA and R publi~ nism . .. ~ . 
(4) Perpetual dynaAtic war which wasted the resources of 

princes and weakened the kingdoms. 
(5) Gradual di appearance of the peopl as nn important 

factor 'in political \if . and tile Tise of regal irrcspcm ibility, :which 
brought with it the prl\ctical rlisapl)(".a~ncf' of all T(>l\l ('h rks OD 
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regal power. ,Taxes came to be multiplied, the King's voice be
came supreme in the state, though he could not as yet claim legis
lative auth9rity. This remained as the only real check on royal 

, - . ~. ~ . , 

irresponsibility. _ 
L ' The tendency to break up is remarkable and .. requires no _ 

elucidation. With the fall of the Mauryas, the idea of a ruler 
controlling the whole of India ' up to the seas ' almost passed 
away. As we have seen, 'India became divided into a 'number of 
littorals. Early in the IVth century A.D., five such littorals 
are reeognizable., with a paramount power in each, and 
flanked by feudatory states. These included (a) the Trans-Indus 
reglons, (b) Kashmir and the hills, (c) the Plain of Hindustan r 

(d) the De~,can, (e) tbe rramilakam. Inspite of changes of 
dynasties 'and the multiplica:tion of new states, these divisions 
surdved as in Har~a's time, when we have had (a) the Trans
Indus .r~gions ynd,er their own kings , (b) Kashmir under its OWn 
king, (c) Hindustan '\-mder its suzerain monarch, Har~a, (d) the 
Deccan under Cil]nkYll J;>ul~kesi II, and (e) the extreme South 
under its overlord the PalIava Narasimhavarman. 

The reign of H3r~a, polWcally uneventful in the higtory of 
India, is an important landmark. As in Asoka's case, we find his 
spirit-of pacifism leading to anotber political catastrophe attended 
with foreign invasion, diSUnion and diRnlption. The ide.a of an 
Indian Empir~ strong enough to cba,sHse the foreign foe is not only 
almost forgott~n, but receives ratber a serious condemnation from 
Ba'9a who holos up the prospect of an ideal India ruled by innumer
able prin.cely faD;1iJies. Har~a's death was followed by an age of 
confusion aI;ld tntItloil, which ~aw Ohinese interference in l1is 
kjngdorO, wbnE' hardly before he had closed his eyes, the MussaJ
TnI'mR \'onqu£'f(>,Q the Mekrnn t'.OA;!'J.t nnn Degan to lea,d 'rt\lds into 
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India. After a century of such struggles and flghtings, two new 
powers were established in Northern India, namely , the Pratiharas 
in the West and the Palas in the East. The Deccan remained un
der its own suzerain power, though here a struggle went on bet
ween the rival dynasties of the Calukyas and the Rii~trakutas. In 
course of time, the Eastern Calukyas also rose into prominence, 
and several dynasties, the Somavamsis and Gangas, held sway 
in the northern part of the Coromandal coastal region. In 
the extrem south, the Pallavas heJd suzerain power for a long 
time but were supplanted by the Colas, the Pii,Q.qyas and Ceras 
remaining under their sway. In the Trans-Indus I:egion, Sind 
and Multan passed to the Arabs , but the Shahiya kingdom, with 
its capital first at Kabul and later on at Wahind (Udabhanda) 
under a line of Brahmin rulers, continued to hold out for nearly 
two more centuries. 0 

With the dawn of the XIth century, we have had a neW 
political condition characterised by a further break-up. The 
Kabul state was annexed to the Ghazni Empire after it had waged 
a bitter struggle against Sabuktigin and Sultan Mahmud. At 
the same time, the Pratihara monarchy, which had defended the 
frontiers of India for nearly two centuries nnder-went decay and 
dismemberment. Its place was taken Dot by a single power but 
by a 1arge number of new states ruled by Rajput dynasties, name
lY1 the state of Xjmere-Sambhara under the Cahamanas, the tat 
of Kanauj under the G:ahaQavala,s, the state of M~lwa under the 
Paramaras, the state of (hljarat under the Caulukyas~ th Cedi 
~t.ate under ,the 1 alacuris, the state of Jejakabhukti under the 
Can(iellas. In Eastern India, the PaItt were drivl'ln from Bengal, 
which passed under the Senas. In the South, the Deccan, 
hit,herto <lom'nateo by one power, w~s s\lbdivid~d i ~to the tates 
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of the Yadavas of Devagiri and the Ka.katiyas of Waraugal, with 
a part passing to the Hoysalas of Dvarasamuch:a. The GoluB 
ceased to exist: their northern territories passed to the GailgaFl 
while tbe Pandvas also asserted themselves for a time. . ..", . . 

This continuou war and ~he tendency to- break up contri-
buted to the mnltiplication of feudatory families and we reach 
an overwhelming total towards the close of Hindu independence. 
Hereditary fendatt)ry lines ruled in districts and divisions and a 
large part of the territories of a kingdom passed into their bands. 
Their existence not only weakened the central authority in the 
kingdoms, but also intensified the magnitude and the hitterness of 
wars. 

n is impossible to make as yet a catalogue of these feudatory 
families, but t)Jeir increasing number is apparent from the records 
which have come to us with perha,ps a large number yet to be 
discovcren. Most of tbese were ruled by princeR of a new fighting 
aristocracy known as the Rajputs. The real history of the rise of 
the Rajputs, their . organisation into thirty-six Kulas and their 
gradual spread over the greater part of Northern and Central 
India is yet to be written. Of tbe principalities in the region 
of hills, must be menti~ned small states like Chamba, Mandi, 
SucJ1et or Rot K~mgrll" which sometimes ~clmowlcdged the supre
macy of a powerful neighbour but aRserted independence whenever 
opportunities came. New Jines come to our view in the plain 
of Hindustftn or in Rajpntana. New stateR arORe on the efu:ltern 
border, and new dynasties arose in Nepal. A Rii~~ralnl~a dynasty 
estabHshed itself in a part of Magadha. Al10ther minor dyna,sty 
rose nea.r Ba.dmm, · while others arORe in reg.ions near ahout, 
namely, the Gautamas (near abpllt Fat;epnr) and, the S( mzamR of 
Ka,nar who WPfe Ruboroinate to the Gfihad,avfi]n,R, Ii :Ra~frnkii~a 
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dynasty arose 'with capital at Bijapur and another at HastikundL 
A branch of the Cedis established themselves at Ratnapur, ruling 
Houthern Kosala,. Yadavl;1 families ruled near Mathura and 
Mahavanll. Petty Cahamana dynasties arose at Nadul and. 
Brahmapataka with inAumerable princelings under them. 
These as 'well as minor Paramara d:ynasties like those of Candra
vati or Abu acknowledged the upremacy of the Gujarat 
princes or other powerful kings. Minor Tomara families in 
addition to tho e ruling at Delhi also exi ted. Bhatti Rajput 
ruled in many places of the Punjab. Kathiawar was parcelled 
out aru<;>ng the Guhilas, Cudasamas or Yftdavas, the more important 
Guhila family being that of Mangrol. The Racchapaghatas (ori
ginally ruling at Narwar and acknowledgeing Candella uzerainty) 
esta blished tbemselves in the region nenr about Gwalior, with 
a branch ruling at DubbakUJ,lda. 'l'he 'e prmCC8 percelld out 
the country among them and held as well as granted traoLs of 
land on lllilitery servlc. \Vhile greater families perished the e 
princelings continued to exi, t and wan d againRt the n('mie~ of 
,their elan as well as the MussalmanR. To ensure the interest of 
their families and to command an arm d l'etinu they parcelled 
ont their lands llTIlong their kinsmen or the Kulas. In course of 
C'llturlCS of warfare, thor , arORe a type of clan-feudalism which 
~tilJ HubHiHt~ jn Rajput:l.na and many of tbe leading fnmilieg of 

f mcdiffival and modern India clflim de tcnt frOID these Rajput 
princes. 

II. During this period the centre of Indian political act.ivit! 
moved again to thf' W(>8t pllrtly on u('count of foreig'n in.YflslolH;:( and 
partly owing to tIl<' immigration of 1'ile(' like h(' HU\1< 8, the .Tilts 
nnd thf Gmja,I'M. Tn Rindl.H~tnn, ,ineo the <la~'s or Hnr~a. th 
seat of repnted imperial po "'('1' was locuted at I\nnauj. , Somc-
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time afterwards, the pre·eminence of Kanauj passed to Delhi where 
the Cahami"mas established themselves and fought against the 
Turco-Afghans under Muhammad Ghori. 

Disappearance of Republics.-Side by side republics 
decayed. The Vija agadh inscription solemnising the vic
tory of a nameless Maharaja and Mahasenapati of the 
Yaudheyas (G. I. No. 58), is practically the last record of a 
non-monarchical state, if we except the traditional republican 
confederation of the Brahmanas of Kerala . According to local 
tradition the Keraia Brahmins subdivided the land into 64 districts 
and had it ruled by an elected official and an assembly of 64 chiefs 
each representing one of these divisions. After a time, there was 
internal discord, as a result of which power was handed over to 
the Perumal Qr local sovereign who assumed royal authority. 

With the exception of this we have praotically no information 
about any non-monarchical state or community subsisting in 
mediooval India. WhlU became of them and why they perished 
is the qu.estion which troubles a historian. At one time non
monarchical states were a political power in the eountry, but, as 
we have noticed, they became fewer and fewer and in the age 
succeeding that of the Samhitas they existed only in the fringe 
areas or in inaccessible mountainous regions. Even in the age-of 
foreign domination these republics, though few I succeeded in 
maintaining their existence and resisted their foreign and home 
enemies. But after the VIth century A.D. they ceased to exist 
altogether. 

In the absence of a well recorded history the chief causes that 
we can assign to their disappearance are , to be sought for in the 
changed social and political condition of the country. As we have 
noticed they had always come in confiict wjth the monarcllicat 

........ """"-----
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principle and decayed .with-the rise of monarchical authority. 
Indeed tbe ri 0 of Magadha and Kosala had led to the destruc

tion of a large nUlflb r of them even in the Vth century B.C. ' 
Magadha absorbed a large tDumber of those states which existed 
in the lifetime of Buddha, while the Sakyas, the kin men of 
Buddha, wore de, troyed by the tyrannical Virudhava. The 
despots of these days regarded these non-monarchical tribes as 
thorns in their own flesh and constantly sought opportunities to 
destroy them. The d sire for the unification of the whole countr' 
also brought them face to face with the e states. This is apparent 
from the teachings of the A rthasiistra, which calls upon kings to 
bring Sa*gha to submission. 

But there was another significant and more powerful cau e 
of decay. As time went on and ocial complexitie aro e, these 
non-monarchical tates lost the solid foundation on which they 
once were establish d. It is ne dIes to point out that in mo t 
of these states, a ruling oligarchy had the sole voice 1D the 
administration. They thus dominated over a subject population 
which had no political power. In cours of time, the 
latter gained in tr ngtb. Economic neces ity made the ruling 
tribe look to their a sistance. The subject population s em to hay 
multiplied and a they increased in importance, the rule of tIl(> 
oligarchy became omething odillS to them. The domination of 
one dan or of few familie could hardly be tolerated, and tlm it 
contributed to the weak ning of the non-monarchical ,tat s. 
Monarchy, on the ther hand, stood on a higher le el. Th 
king, ho'w ver dCRpotic or tyrannh:< 1 h m' itt hn,e been. could 
not but r cognise tho ne('os of the ela es und tlw castes. t nclcr 
monal'chienl rule the casteR rcrehd not. only pI'ote ·tion but a 
recognition of their caste-law fLnd tllO cn tom and usage of their 
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community. Ca te, in later time, took a turn towards a. " racial 
federation, " and the ea,Fltes retaining a certain amount of internal 
autonomy glu.dly accepted royal rule whieh looked to the recogni
tion of their rightR and eURtoms as an accepted priueiple. 

The next cause was tbe internal jealousy between the chiefs 
and families. Nothing more need be said on thiR head. Th 
history of the Yiidavas proves it. Buddha too warnR against 
mutual jealousy and the crafty monarchist of the IVtb century 
B.C. clearly shows how corporations could be easily destroyed by 
adding fuel to the fire of jealousy existing between families or 
individuals. 

All these factors contributed to the weakening of the 
republiean clans or tribes. Tben, with the weakening of the 
Gupta power in Hindustan, there lJegan another series of foreign 
invasions and migrations of trans-frontier peoples to India. In 
th) midst of this turmoil, tribe-leaders or oligarchs were compelled 
to change their old attitude of local independence and politieal 
isolation. Many such turned their energies to greater advantage 
by allowing themselves to be merged in the new figbting 
aristocracy and turning dynasts themselves. In tances of such are 
not wanting; the Licchnvis establisbed a dynaFlty in Nepal, while 
the Yadavas, so long associated ,,,ith the non-monarchical principle, 
established principahtie for themselves and one of these ruling 
families established a considerable empire. . 

India a 111eclley of States.-Thus, on the eve of Mussa.]
man invasion India was transformed into a medley of 
F,.tates, owning 1).0 suzerain and bavi~lg no political }lUrpOAe 
and the eountry Buffered f}'om the evilfl of pcrennia 1 
dynnstic wars. Its ruling princes were continuously fighting 
against one another without deigning to think of peacefully 
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governing their states or respecting the rights of their neighbours. 
Each stl.\;t~ had its enemies on all its :flanks with allies in the rear 
of these enemies. rrhe country suffered from the evils of an 
unstable political equilibrium. War was the normal objective of 
prine s, war for self-preselvation on the part of the weaker kings, 
and war of aggressiQn for the stronger. Once a war broke out, the 
commotion was felt throughout the country and prince held them
selves in readiness for resisting enemies or coming to the succour 
of allies. Ambitious conquerors traversed vast distance to impo"e 
their suzerainty up8n wea,ker princes. Thus, the Palas under 
Dharmap~Ja, adYaDced as far west as Kanauj, the Pratiharas 
advanced from western India to the heart of Hindustan, and 
the Ra~~rakutas traver 'ed the whole of the south and the Deccan 
to wrest the sovereignty of Kanauj from the Pratiharas. Each 
state had its enemies on all sides. Thus the Pal as suffer d 
attacks from the east, from the we t by tIle Pratiharas and from 
the Routh by the Colas and later on by the Renas. The 
PratiharaF; were similarly assnoi"Jed on all ides. The, were 
attaoked by the PaIas from the ea t, the Ri'i~trakutas from the 
south, by their feudatories from BUl1delkhand and the Mussa,lmans 
from. the west. The Calukya a,nd the Ri'i~traku~a of the Deccan 
were similarly assailed by the Tamil pO'wer from the south while 
they ho,d to r si t the attacks of the northern powers. The 
predominant Tamil power , the Pallavas and the Colas, were in 
their turn constantly fighting thf'ir northern enemies in addition 
to thejr own rebellious vassals. 

Dur; ng t11e la, t p]H\RC of political e lstenC0, the eviL of this 
internocln warfare apponr more prominently, Chi"Vulrous and 
brave A.A the Rajpllts w~re, their narrow-mil1o<,d clanni.. h 
patriotism did notlling bnl plunge the conntry into the evils of 
pt'renn\IlJ wnrf'arc. Ellch Rnjput ('):1n hfl(l its irdc of enemie.' 
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all round and the a,ttainment of superior position by any ruler 
was sure to cause a serie of attacks on it. Thus, the Paramaras 
of Malwa waged war on all sid s and were attacked in turn by 
the Oalukyas from the south, the Cedis from the east and the 
Gnjarat Calukyas from the west. They, in their turn, did the 
arne act of aggres ion to their neighbours and such wars were 

always accompanied by acts of cruelty. King Munja led IG 
expeditions against . the Calukyas, only to be defeated and put to 
death by the enemy in the 1a t expedition. The Oalukyas of 
Gujarat warred with tenacity and vigour on all the adjacent states, 
namely on Malwa and Ajmer. Similarly, the Cabamanas were 
waging war on three fronts, namely, against the Cau1ukyas in the 
west, against the Candellas, Tomara, and Gabadavalas in the east, 
with the Mussalmans on the west. Similar was the case with tbfl 
Oedis and the Gahadavalas of Kanauj. In such a state of affairs, 
the resources of prine s and of dynasties were sure to be spent 
up in course of these internecine wars. The maximum life of a 
dynasty was not more than two centuries and unless an able or 

( warlike king was succeeded by an efficient prince on his throne 
a catastrophe was sure to follow. Foreign invaders and rebellious 
vassals often completed the ruin of great royal lines. 

Savagery in Warfare.-The wars of the period were 
characterisf,a by a savagery and in umanity which gave 
the country a foretaste of the brutalities of foreign con~ 

querors If~ter on. In cour e of tbe~e struggles, the laws of 
war we:re often forgotten and horrible miseries were 
inflicted on the unoffending people of the cont nding aM,tes. 
Popt~lou8 ' cities were often plundered wjth inhuma,nity orwcre 
destroyed with fire and sword. V~ry few of the ca,pital citi(>s 
thus escaped destruction by enemies. As inRtances of these v;'c 
may cite the burning of Vatnpi by the Pallnvfl,s and the repeated 
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sacking of Kit,nc! by the Calukyas who dmoinated the Deccan. 
We have \ information on these points from the conquerors them
selvf's, 8incb the princes of this period "ere not ashamed to pro
claim their own bn1ta 1 exploits. And we may cite the boast of a 
Ri'i!3]rakiltn king that he }lad rNluced the gr<>at cit:- of Rananj 
into K1/ ,~asthal1. Rjrnilarly, thf ColaR nssllmNl the title of 
Madhnrantaka to signalisr {hri}' ilrstrllrtoin of the city of Mfidura. 
Another Ooln king hoastNl of hnving bmnrd J{n lyan , the capital 
of the lator Ciilnk,Y8R. Othrr capital ri tirR likr Manynkhein, 
Dhfirl'i or Anllilnwarpnttann farrd no hf'tt<>r. The Pararhiira 
Riyaka Rflrkecl Malkheo, while Dllfirii rf'peatrdly ~m:fff'red nt the 
hn nO R of thr CRIn kVflR fmcl oth<'1' E'nemiPR. An 11ilwflrn rXp0rirnrcit 
the SAm€' -fatr. 

Not to speAk <)f citieR, proyinrf's ~md cOllntrieR Rllffereo 
trrrihly. Thr Rark of Glljarni' hy Kulacandra hccnmf' pro-rerl)ial. 
Thr 801ft1=( r1aim('o to 11nn' bm'nNi thC' Kaling-a ronntl'~' (R.I.I. 
TTT. 7m. ViKrnmn CoIn rlnimed to hnw' lHll'f1(\O not onl~' the 
Krtlingn conntry hut nh:;o thr rit~' or T\funl)ili n~ \\"('11 Of:( th(' ryl101(' o, 
of RflttnpfuJ1. As to th(l hnming or tlw RflRtrnli:utn COllntJ'V by 
'R.ii.jf>nnrn Coln. we hl1~t' nn nerOlmt in tlw Roratnr insrrintion. 
Ar('.orcting 1;0 th::tt rncord, thr Cola arm~' 1llImlX')'ing !l.OO.OO() 
pillflgNl the whole rmmtl'y . langhtcring Bmnmrulas, ""omen and 
children find destroyeo th.r modMty of women by forcihly {'arryrn~ 
them off. Anothpr CoIn !<'cord ,pcnkR of the OPstruC'tion of nOll

('.(mlhn.tnnts whi1r \\ th~ ffoys1iln, Vi~l~l1v:lf(UHmn rlaim14 to hnv(> 
IIl1l'1leo onemo towos aNi tt'J'l'itories (Fleet,D. K. :n" p. 496 , Tn 
(,Ollrf.le of theM sllvngt' wa,1'({! little Call ide'riltion waH f.1hmYfI to fal1f'fl 
Cl'let'nicR ' n<1 victOl'R (tid not hc .. i '< to to tfbko ill(' liv(>s of th~ir 

(h'fenil'rl s·ivnl!=I. El1lil)('nt }win<" of thiH period Hk(' PnlakE'Rl It, 
\fll iiia, rPn ilopa. or l1hojn ~uff('l'(·tl <1f'u,h n t. t.lw hands of nOfe)pnt-
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ing enemies. rrhe story of tbe cruel indignities heaped upon 
MUlljn ano his Rna end iR almost sborking. Hi death. was 
nvcngw1 by Rhoj,n, who in hir: turn sufferC'rl R crnel d nth at the handR 
of th Cnlukyas. Rinrlhurfljn 'wllA f>l'Obably killrd hy CaIDUI)Qu. 
of GujaTat. The Rli~~rakiltn. AmQg'h:rnll'~a T rlnill1S to have put) 
to c1ralh Rome EnRt('rn Cfilnkyn wincr whilr tll<' , :tme hoast lR 
mnd , h:v ,Taitmpl1la, the YnclnY:l king of DCYllgiri, '\"ho put to drath 
in cold blood t)l(' o0fratC'cl T\fi.kHt'f~rn prine'(' Rluhnclevl'l . The 
rf'<'ord of the Colas is ,:,;'orAt' thnn Rh()cking . ,'\1 (' haw' rcpcatoo 
mention of the o('capitation of the con.qu('l'rd P~il:t(Jya king ann of 
other livals. In , om(l other J'f'cOJ'ns belonging to Rfijli.nhirajn nnd 
Vira Rajcndrn I, '1'(' haH' the account of Mnnfthhara,na PU\19ya 
bping dN'npitatril while a J{erl11a j)J'ince is dC FI(\ribcd ns haying 
been tramplrd to d(,l'Ith nnder tlle f(>f't of an elrphnnt. Brutal also 
is the r('('o1'n Qf thr Gujarat kingR and , J{nmiirflpnla , supposed to 
haw h('rn n Jnin, ho Rb~ of hnving pnt ft ronqu l'e<1 king of 
Malwa in a cagf while ho hail the Rf'Yr1'<'fl hrnd of allot1wl' ~llR

penclpil at tlw gatr of his own pnlaN', 
Lmli(,F! of prinerly fnll:1ili(>s very ?fte}) Rllffercn at the hands 

of' tlle ('ncmi(>R of their family. 1'hns Ha,r~a 's Rigtrr Rajyns1'l was 
Jut in (·hnimL The Cola VIm Riijt'ndra, 1 boastrd of ha ing rap
tllrra nml ('11F11nvc(1 the ,ViVl'R of Xhavnma lla. We have s'till 
~om('tll ing wor~(' una Vlra 'Riijcnilm boasts of having killen a, chief. 
cnRla \'(:<1 the FliRt~r and ( a,ngltt('1' of a eonquer ·d prince and cut off 
thr rar, 1'lU(1 no~Cl of t.hr rnotlwr of 11 (If'ff'nt('d rn my. (S. T. 1. 
TTf. No. 20). 

The de. trl1ction of Allcr(>(l pIne. was not unknown. One 
\Y("~t Cli.lul\ya inFl('ription forl'nnHy HC("W'l ,R tbo Cola, king of having 
hllrnl .Thin trrnplf' in tIl(' 11('1\"013 provinc('. Thr Vai~J)::Ivas of 
HIP ~()lIfll 1('\'('1 !'imilnf ('harap~ ngn in. t 1t~f' ('\()lnR

1 



Village Life 179 

'rUE PEOPLE AND 'IRE PROVINCES 

'The Peoplc.-In the midst of this perennial wurfare, 
tl le people c(;'(lRed ,to he an important fact~r ill the political life of 
tho country. -rrhcy 'had neitller tbe rigbt nor the voice to control \ 
tLeir kiug. Tbey uec.ame I more or les ' a pas 'ive agent in the 
domain 01 public ad~ninstmtioll and their bu 'iness was to obey 
their UHtster ' , lea v ing thom to mould their de tiny. In tho hig 
military monarohies of the day, no repreRentn~iye As emblicR 
cxi. ted ill vbich the » 'op1e could voice their RentimentH. The 
lUjni~tenl only and the fcudatorie could fipeuk before the king, 
but the fonner depended on the king Ior advancement while in the 
case of the latter, their importance depended on their military 
Atrength. - The priestly classes enjoyed a po. ition of privilege, 
since tIle BrahmUl)U was the ~acerdotal order and expOllDded the 
law, but even then they worked more to their oWh intere t by 
living in peace than force their will upon kings. The laU r also 
did thei I' b('st to protect or l'eward them. 

1'h18 condition of abject dependcnce of the common pf'op1e 
VUK, however, ameliorated to 'ome extent by the excellent sy. tem 

of local autonomy whkh prey ailed in tlJ different province' of 
Judia. Everywhcl'c, the village community fiourislwd with 
unabated vigoltr. IJike nllall scl(·suflicicnt republics tile. 
lUiI nug d their oWIl afTuirH, adjusted their own ocio-economic 
a.nrangt'lUcnts 00(1 eurried Oll life inspit{' of wars and invusion . 
In lldditioll to , 'il ;lge (~mllllluiti('s, the merchant and artisaw; 
had Hlei r g\lihl~ b 1)(1 the e o1't(,11 took upon theDlselve~ many of 
the 10('111 dudei'. 'l'hcy lllllUtlgN1 the afi'Ril' . . or tempI 'f Ofg', ui d 
pOOl' I'oli(·f, t'siaBli.;:he(l cndowllwnt. for YllrioHlol pm·}I()sc. n,nd did 
everything in their power to ensure Jocal p('ac~ ar,n }H'o. pcrity. 
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In course of time, rnunicipa1 bodies arose ill towns of various 
provinces and the. e carried on the a,dmin l:::tnLtion of the localities . 

1'he activity of these bodie.· uften (,()lllpem-Hite~l 1'or Lhe neglect 
or preoccupation of the central authority and the '0 did mucu to 
ensure the econumic prosperi!,y of the country. But often, the 

evils of despotic system told upon tbo peopl~ and in extreme 
ca.ses of continued misrule, they rose eithor in rebellion or we].:. 
corned successful usurpers to end the tyranny of princes, ,,,ho 
added to taxes, violated the primary rights of the people or denied 
justice to their subjects. In theory the moral right of revolution 
resided in tbe people and they chose new rulers to supplant tyrants 
who had proved themselves incompetent to rule. 

The larg'e munber of states which existed in India hardly 
possessed ltny permanent boundaries or linguistic. or ethnic 
peculiaritios. Th.ey varied more or less in extent and popula
tion and t}Jci~ }J1'Osperity or dN;linc depended on the charact~r 
and military strength 01' tlH·ir ru]es, At first, the tribal 
principle predominated in the states hut, gradually, that was sub
stitut d by the sovereign ,wtbOl'jty of 'U ruling dynasty. From 
the VIth century B.O., the process of nuiftC'ntiol1 " 'as launched 
by the contemporary rulers of EasteI'll India. Under the 
Emperor Asoka, the unifying movement reached its high water
mark but with the disruptiol) of the Empire and the foreign 
invasion the ideal of an AI1-Illdia EmI)ire passed rnvny. 

Alh'\f the revival of Hindu politieul iufhlOl1CC, India I came 

to comvrise different geographical units, eueh dODlinated by one 
powed'll dynnRty, ]{ceplng' 1110)(101' c-]wc].; H number of feudatories. 
Tn tile' J)1 idRt or perennial wn r, dynnsti('k changed and feudatories 
multiplied . But in the midsh of this turmoil, it lH aiflicttlt not 
to note the evcr-growlllg: COl1HciollsneHS or ]UUI\] scpa.rnt,i~lll :1U<l 
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divergences of mam1crs and customs made more defined and rein
forced by the growth of the Prakrit dialects. 

Local feeling had been growing ever since the spread of Aryan 
cuJture in 'rudin, and even in the Dharmasutras, we find a dis
crimination between the lp,nd of the Aryan, and the land 
of the outer settlers, together with a denunciation of the men 
of the fringe areas -like Vanga, Anga., Kalinga. At the same 
time, tlJe great difference in the manners and oustoms of the 
North and the South is empha ised. In cour e of time, local 
differenc'8 were intensified by local influences. The varied 
degree of foreign domination as well as the growth of the \arious 
Prakrit dialects and Apabhramsas contributed to this local 
separatism. By the time of Viitsyiiyana, th people of different 
localities came to possess certain peculiaritie in social life and 
mentality and he notes these with a view to cmpha i , ing' th differ
ences in ocial and sexual life. Of the localities clifferentiatecl on 
the basis of the 'e pecularitie', the following are prominently 
mentioned (according to Desasiitmya) :-

1. Madhyade~a-Between Himalaya and Vindhya, up to 
Prayaga in the East. C01l1,m. 

2. Bi11hika-Uttari1patha. Comm. 
3. Land of the Indus River,,-The Punjab. 
4. AVtllltI-Region about UjjaiIl and western l\falwa. 

Cornrn. 
5. Lata-Wost of western Malwa,. 
6. 
7. .. 

MalaV'I1--EIl ' rn Malv;ra. Comm. 
l 

Apa,ranta-Region horderjnd the 'weRicrn ~a. nomm. 
The ('ountl'Y of the i bhmls-Nenr l'Iko.Qthn fI nd 

J( unll\J;lot,rft. 
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9. The country Of tb Nagarikas-Rcgion I1bollt 

Pataliputra. 
:I O. 1\.08313, and Stl'Irujya. 
11. Andbru-EasL of the Rar!lfi~[l, region. ConI/I? 

12. l\fahiirii~~rn,-BctwceJl t.be N armndrl a.Hd Kar.lfu ~tl 
Vi9aya. C011lI1l. 

13. Druyjda-Houtll of Kan)flla. Vi~a."a. ('III/III/. 

14. t5trIrajYfl-\\-Test of Vnjruyanta eountr)'. GUill"/. 

15. VanuvusI-EasL of Kailk:u)w Vi~aya. Camlll. 
16. OamJa-Ea,stern India. 

Goming to a HLlldy of t,he evcllLR oj' Indian polit,ieal We, We 
filld a tOll idenlul eJement of cOllsciouSllC8R in the 11l i wlH oJ the 
people of 'ome locnlitie. . The mo·t prominent of I:lUch locali-
tis are ~1ahara~tra. l\:::lrl)ata and Tamil India (land of tue 
Dravidas, Colas and Keralas). Between the Tnmjl power' (CoIn 
or Pnllava) (lilu the power jn Maharu~tra there if! n feeling of 
perenn ial on111i ty. 'rhe Anclhnu, too are on the way to develov· 
ing a separate ethnic unit under tlwir kino's and a Rimi/nl' )irit 

is di~el'rnjhlc in Orif.; u. 'rhe Gau~ltl display tl,cir COllACiou. lleH~ 
ill l'eki~tjng tlJe KUP 'clllacy of tbe C-hrptaH and other lIiuduslan 

powers and gradually Ptfi(1jyoti~n, is on tIle way to Rt'paratiou poH
fica lIy. Local i'4CpUl'!l LiRll1 is fORtere<1 in l':tepaJ Illld in ](asiIllJjr 
by their 10CHl isolation. A similar t ·udeue) if.; noticcnble in 

Gujurat. In the Punjab and ill the extreme nortll-wesicrn bordcr 

regie 11 the cOI1:-;ttmt influ\. of new peoples and foreig:n invad'l'l., 
tends to giYe Lhe pcopl of those l'eg~ons It llew tum in t11C11' pol iti
cal Ilspiratio1l8. MiilaYIl comes to he regarded HR a llJ1it (~tjll1icaJJy 

and geographically by it~ rulers who t·akc th title, f Miill,,~tl
CakrnvartI. Similar if! the feeling in Kalitiga, whotlc kings take 
the title of rrrikalinglt-ui1thu. 



States an(Z Dynasties 

As yet, however, this separatism did not give rise to a spirit of 
what we call nationalism , But the process of separatism was being 
faFlt acceleratorL ThA provincial vernAcnlal'fI were on the way to 
their evolution ana the writers of Nibandhas were noting 
'down the PCC'111inr c\1stomFl of the different IoralitieR, Th(' nOl'mn 1 
proC(,RR wnR, how(i!vel', far fJ'om itt:! culminntion wlH'n forrign in
vBRionR hl'Ollght n nrw 11olitiC:fl 1 con(lition. 

In flllch n , la{C' of affnir:;;, thr dynn<:tif'R rrmninNl thf' morC' 
I)ctive n;~entfl in moulding the c1e~tinicR of thr 10calitirR. 'T'h~(' 

(h-nnRticR wr1'C' mnnv and D1nnCl'Ol.HI :md l)l'O(lnrcd nmvrrf111 1'n1('1'8. 
hut nonr nmong thr Inttrl' rOll1(1 <:('fjOl1f~lY th ink or ('Rtf! hliRhing 
fl 1'('11 J Emni rr n ftr1' thC" old M flurv:m idral. 

Afl 11 ~1'111('. tlWR(' (h·nn . tiN, enclNl "dtll a ff"w arnprntiom: of 
powerful ru1r)'f; flnd mORt of thrm wr1'(> Rhort-livccl. h(,lng citl1Cf 
swept, Away b~r foreign invaderR or hy 1'1vI11 princely hom;cs. Th(' 
aVf'l'nge lif of rO~Tnll1ne . hnl'(ll~' ex('('ecl('(l two renturi(\. (;llE' more 
illlpol'timt of the 10ng-rndu1'ing lin(\ hejng the OllptAs, with tIl ir 

hl'nn os, tbe Ef1,~t(,l'n ('iilnkYflR, til(' Piilafl, thr Colas, It ~r:t:-l :l 

m l.;fOl'tllne ill:l t, 11)(' (1~' nn R1 j(\!'{ of tile Ca]ukyat: of Badami 
(t, !)110-7132), the' R.fi,~tl'n.l\ii1.:1s (r, 7;')2-073) (It" tlH~ Pratihii.rn~ 

(r. 7!)O~0RO) (lid not. ~llhRi:4t mol'(, thnn hro c('lltnric''', P'11'1Iilps. 
1.11(' t'Ollf4Lant nll'fllt'() of t,heil' l\in:.fs <,,,hnllRtf·rl fllr l't'Rolll'('e, t1nd ,thr 

gf'llillR of 111(' family rlll'lirl\ 
rrltC' 11iH(;or~r of t,h(' , tf1t('~ of Tn<1in. is l)rn('ti('nl1~' the lllRMry 

of tlw gl'Ntf (1 YlHlHti :4. 
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The supreme authority in all states was vested in the king 
who took pompous styles and titles to degignate his sovereign 
authority . In theory he was bound to take the advice of his 
minister and to consult the opinion of the people. But in reality 
Hindu kings of this period were irresponsible and their power 
dopended on their O\VD pergonal qualities ttS well as on the strength 
of the army. The consolidation of the army, ml1intenance of its 
proper discipline and the preservation of the loyalty of the military 
eh ieis were of prime concern to the king, since otherwise the 
king ' ::; hold on the throne and the kingdom waR bound to be 
precl1riol1.. Fin;t of all, ~' ithot1t the army, the> security of the 
state could har(lly (',,'st iuasrnuch aR, in the contrmporary political 
world, there was ha)'(1]y any political equilihrium. No prince 
could rest in peace in his own kingdom, hut every moment expected 
attacks from 11iB powerflll ncighbolll'f;. TJikewiRf', when a king 
found himself ill possesHion of a strong military force, he con
sidered it b neath hi. dignity to remain at peace, since t'\, war 
of ('onquest wa::! the normnl obj('ct of a· king's life. Once as war 
broke ollt, it was bonnd to cause ('ompl icatiOllH thronghout the 
whole cirde of Rtates. Tile eonqucrOl"s alli0R a.a we.ll f\.S thMe> of 
his enemic. rnarshallc(l thcir fOI'C'CH :\ lHl thr sho('lwaf~ hOlm<l to 

hr frlt throughont the country t 
N('xt to this war ng(tinFlt ontr.d«c RoomieR, t,hr king 11M to 

cnsnrr hi!=! own Rflff'ty hy ?l:dntainin.g 11 I4L J'0ng 110ld 1Ipon hiR 
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feudatories, who wrl' ever ready to revoH. Ex pt the smaller 
feudntorieF! who had no oth r alternatiVE' than to remain rontent 
witlJ their limi1Rd terri tori s or r somer the other feudatories were 
often hent on rt atmg trouble, and it i~ wpll-known to readers of 
I ndian Hi tory how powrrf~ 1 monarchies like those of the Guptas 
or the Pratihul'll 8uffel'pd dismemberment as oon flS the king's 
authority deea 'pd, which orca, ion waF! . natchrd hv fendatodes to . . 
rstahli'h inrlependent rulr. 'Veakf'r fpudatories merely remain d 
content with transf<'l'ring thrir aJJegiance io the more powerflll 
con("]11('ror of til(' (1. y. In some state feuclatorips often leagued 
('ither to Jestroy the central po\Wl' or to put a nominee of their own 
on the throne. Thp ~ anjan platps (Rr. Ind. XVIII) give us at 
lea t two instances of the risincr of the chiefs against the 
Ra~trakuta king. From tbp Kala a In .. (1. A. Xill-19), we 
know tbat the r volt of Arikc arin was the rau e of Govinda lV's 
downfal1. 

His Functions and Duties.-War and diplomac.y thus 
nb, orbed the main attention of Indian rulers, and the work f civil 
admini iration was generally left to mini ter, With the exc p
tion of Olnc Ronth Indian kings or the founders of the grontncRs 
of thr differ nt d~'11a~ticR. king. genera 11, ccaR d to be n" hard 
working' in the (" u. r. of their , ubjerts fiR in th day. of tIle 
Artluu3Ustra. or of th Emperor A~okn. 

tT nd .r cmrh eircumst. neeq, king g n rally (li id d their tim~ 
hrt ... ('('n thr life in the ('!'Imp and the plcRRllfc. of regal life. The 
prominrl)c' of ramp life iR ohtainnbl' ft'om the 1'cpeatel1 mention or 
the .Tayft-:kandhfi 'am in the inscriptions of the \'a ri lIR il,vnuRti('R 
ana in tho en. , of Ri'ngal kingR It is (li lr.nlt to tind out, tllt'ir 
eapitnl \)1' to (l('C'idt' wl,ethcr tllP had any fi:l'd capiial ci1~' nt all. 

Nhih ill tlu' ('a.pHlll (·ity. hngR gll\Wl'nll: nttcudul their ourlml' 
nnd 11t'III'1! la",-~wif~ hf' ',HI 't' 01 \ \\'1' 1'1' thr. hight·'t jndges in , 
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the realm, according to the principJes of Hindn law. But as a 
rule, towardR the cloRe of the Hindu period, tlwir work had been 
ve ted in PraQvivakaR or trainrd judgeR nnd only in 1'l'I,re caRes 
kings rxerriRf'd Ole right of appca 1. Rome Ka,Rhmir kings like 
Candl'aplqa maile themRe]Vf>, prominent hy their jl1diciaJ a.ctivity . 

part from tl1f'ir juilirial functions, king-R commanded the 
army, thOllgh ff'udatories or professional military officerR headed 
contingents or kd military expeditions. Kings, however, could 
not put implicit tnuit in all of tlwm, becfluAe, ambitious grnerals 
had rno1'(, often nRSf'rterl i nilep(>nrlcncr 01' had put an end to the 
Hnes of their maRtrrs like Pll~YllmitJ'a 01' VijjaJa. Kn.la,curya who 
u:mrpeo the Cnlukya throll('. 

\Vhile at rCRt from military purRultR, kingR generally iSRued 
their commands to district officers or heads of department or 
superviRed grants of lanel to individuals or the gTant of pri\7iJeges 
to communes.' They often modified the items of taxfltion, levied 
new ones or ROID€'timcs }'rpealed those which preyed heavily on 
the people. Remissions of Ruch taxes wer€', however, few if any. 
On the other hand, the items of royal exa.ctions wpnt on incr('asing 
day by clay as we shall seE' later on. 

Prcro[fatfv(',') of Roya lty .-The king's POWE'fS and prerogn.tivPR 
were flhnost unhound('d. The sllpreme Jwad of 1.he exccutive, tho 
highest judge, tho commnnder-iJ1-chief of his nrmy, tho king WI1R 

alPio the fm:;t mon in the st:d('. Hi~ pf'TSOn WA.,!; ('lothf'd with moral 
Sllllctit.· nnd 11E' hnd a nnmbrr of legal privilog<'Fl, which wo hnve 
aJf(-lao:v mentiOll('d (Pt. 1. , p. 30]) . He WaR immurlc from al'rest 
find tria.] in n law court, 11ifol proprietory rigMs did not Rtl'/f('J' from 
Pl'( s('riptioTIf~ and hI?' waf'! the fino,] own('1' of un goo(ls and f'hnttrlil, 
lost., llfl w(>H :U~ 01 vwrpcl'ty wit,hrmt hei.r. He at () had tlw right of 
cln,iming lI()~pit!lHty nml 1111<1 1,1\(1) POWN t(') ft'(j\1ifl.itlon f.\'ipp1i0.~ fQI' 

llhnf.ll'1f 0,1)(1 tll' oJ'nl,".In Ploelill mnttCl'A find ('n~te cli~rllteA, latH 
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Styles and TiLles 

Hindu l{iJlg'K often intcfercd and v.e lllay mention Bullalal-enu of 
ilengal prolllllleuLly in this cOllncxion. 

. AH r gllrdK tlle making of laws, ho\\ ewl', the king had no 
right or autllority. rl'lHlt "'Hi:; left to ill(' la\\'-giYcffi and COlluueu- I 

taton.; filld in the abHcnec or la\\,H, custOll1S 1HHl tbe authority of 
laws. Kings ho\\ ever ISf.!ul'd edict, to rep 'al obnoxious customs 
as we know from the · evidence of t,he DaHu-lwmii.ra-carita. 

Styles lind Tilles .-Kjng~ assam >d \'ariou Htvles and title'. 
GeneralJy Rppaking, a suzerain and independent king assumed tbe 
title of Parmna uhaHiiralw (or in Kanal'eBC Bhatara, ill the SOUtil) 

ParauLCSra1'O aud Calimva.rtill. The other titles usually were 
M aiJul'fijrulbiraja, hut towards tlle clo e of tLe Hindu period, this 
title IJad also been aRsuilled by feudatories of tbe Pratil1fi.ras. 

III addition to tlJcse, other titles describing the 
king'R allegiance to a particular deity were assumed. 
Thus the Guptl1S desio'llatod thclUselycs Parama-bhiigavata, 
the Saka atrnps ('aIled thC1Il8 >he..; Para ma lIIiihdwm, the 
Piilas called themselves Parama-s(wyafa, while among 
the V5.k5.takas, orne' kings called themselves, Paruma-
Bhaiml1u-bhaldii. Of later princes, the GiihadltviUas were 
d>k)ignated by themRcl cs, P([rOllw-lIIc1l1eSL'ara \\"hil~ Ull1011g tbe 
Pratih5.ras, we have Paralllfl.-miihcSraras, p(lrallla-caiif~w/jas, 

PfLr(/,nw-sauras amI Parama-saldib7wldfls Ul:\ well. Tho Eastern 
Calnk ilS as 'lIIl1d 1n t\(lditioll the tit,\c of Parama-bra],manya, 

while the Kadam bas, Ptuhn (\8 and . OlllC:' of lh' Gailgag and other 
kings UHRumcd 010 title of Dlwr7lla-mahiirclja. 1'11e :rarigas and 
SQ1ll0 of the l)l'inecR of the ~oIlLhl'rll Jiues a.sumed the title of 
Permarnli Fle t, D. 1\. D. 30:3). 

EM:h faml\~ n, ,,\ll\lcd in 1Il1dition oth~r titl' d,.>signati\'c of 
pow{'r or n lighl. The (3 npta king ' as, lim d titles ending in 

Jdit!la like VOiYamaditya. J(f/lJ1llidilya, Malu'lIdr(iditYll: efc. The 
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I ,a~trakutas assumed titles 11s!ing in. J1al'~a and 'Pllillj(/ jn addit,ion 
to Vallabha, &l'll'ollallha or Sri-PrillicI-F(J17a·na-narend1'O. The 
names of the Calukyas uI Vatiipj end 0('c3RionaJ.ly in aditya a,nd 
they take the Ligh titl of 81'1 Prtbi\'I-Vallabha or merely I'rthivi
n,llabha. ~rbm; l\ri un I \Ta~ Akiila!la,..~(L and &ubhai1Iilga, 

nhrlnH '''a 1'1 KaliNlllauha aJld Ni'l"lIpam(J, (1cwillda, III was 
Prabhu/(1rur,5(!, JU(Juitllil{/a, ,Iu'JIacallalJ11(J , as well a,8 8r"i-r'{t1l'i'Il~

l'allablw antl 8ri-rallabha-11O'f'endradc{l(J, dc. AnlOgha.vELr~a was 
NTpatuitga., Su,l'v<.t, Atisayadllabab, Mahamja-~aullda. Krisna 
H \vatl Akiilai'ar~(I, and SuuhawhU(f, Govinua IV was Nrpal ·/thga 
and Prabll'uf(lrar.~f.l aud J-JirUI'l(/ya1'ar.,o. Krisna III was not only 
de igllated hy the usual titles hut W<Ll:; a lJarama-miihesvam, 

A7(.olavarsa, ;~alD.a ·tabhubanasraya, Kandharapuravaradhi~vara. 
The later Call1kyas of l{alyau generally assumed titles ending 

in Malla in addition to other such. Thus, Taila, II cal1ed himself 
Sarnastabh'Lt15anasraya, Sri-prthivivallabha, Satyiisrayakulatilaka" 
Gdlukyabhu§ana and Bhujabalacakrava.rtin. The eastern Glilukya 
kings assumed nawes ending in Siddhi (Vi§ama.8iddhi, iJ,tasiddhi, 
Vijayasiddhi, etc.) and called themselves Pa1·uftw-brahmanya. 

'rue Ka]acurya BijjaJa took the titles of Kalacurya-cakravarLin 
or Kalacurya-bhujabalacakravartm in addition to Samasta
bhuvanMraya and Sriprthiviballava. His successor Somideva 
called himself Hayalllurari and Bhujabalamalla. The HoysaJ!1s , 
took the additional title of Hoysala-Cakrfwartin and Yadava-Cakra
vartin ill ~tddition to Hamastabhuvallasaya and SriptLhiviballava: 
Some princes took the title Nil)sanka-Ollkrfwal'tin; the Yadavas of 
Dovagiri called themselves Dvaravatipuradhisvarn. in addition to 
SamaHtabhubanasraya and Sripritbjviballava. 

rrh Pratiharas called themselves Haya,pa Li whilo some kiugs 
of Bellgal A flf:l well as wDny £ 1{alillga were knowlJ as Oajapu'ti. 
rh.e GahaQ.fLvlllas of KUl1auj and the Cedis of' Haibaya, Inter 011 
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E1'ttvlelns and Crest.s 1 9 ---'---
[Ltlsumcd Lhe tripl title uf llRyHpatl, UajapHti aDd Nara,pali. l'bc 
Yiidi:lva Hiuhaua called himself .. Mahodaya-prau(lba-praLiipa 
lakravartin. " I u. the Houth, the (\olas ;lHs1Ulled pomp us titles 

like 'l''fibh 'IJ'PUJl.llCab·arol'lin while 1'1'iUCPH like -Vlm-rajenunl added 
to it epithet!:; like H"IHllabhu\"311fH~rH."a., 1'l'lllJedinI-\"al1abha, ' 
Pa,J)dya-kulu,tanka, ,tc. mong them there was th eu tom of 
taking the title P;u'ake 'arivarmall and Rajakesarivarman 
alternately. rrhe OriBsa alld Cedi kilJO's called themselveB Tri
kal!inganiitha while 80me 01 the Pammal'a princes assumed the title 
of Malava-Cakravul'tin Samudragupta wus called'arvi1-rajo
cchetta. 

Individual princes assumed peculiar titles showing their 
learning, military exploits or other attainments. Thus Govinda
Ou/ndra called himself Vividha-vicaravacaspati. Some of the Oolas 
called themselves Panditas. 1{umarpala pl'id d himself on his con
quest of Al'llOraja. Govinda Ra~trakuta calls himself ahasanka, 
Rattakandarpa, N:rpati-rl'rinetra. The Colas called themselves 
Madhuriintakas and sometimes Simhalanta,ka. Narasimhavarmau 
Pallava called himself Vatapi-konda while Rajendra Cola called 
himself Ganga£-koncZa (E. r. X VIII, No.4). The innum taolo 
names of the Pallava kiug Raja inLa are found ill IG1ftclpllram 
temple inscription (8. r. 1., Ipp. 14-1). . 

Emblem-8 and Orcsis,_rIhe different families bad their dis
tiDctive ballU rs, C1'.st or emblems, ill ilddition to the ordinuxy 
insignia of royalty l.utmely J the white umbrella the CroWll, the 
throne, tho royal coach, the iall (vyajana) and the chowri 
(<.:amar ), 

'l'hus the Gupta~ had the Gu /'IJ~a as their uanner. The seal of 
the \' alabhi pl'in.e6s wa' tIlt' bull. rrt e \.)001' vas the distincti n:: 
crubl lll. of the CaJuky(ts of Badami wlto hlld all;\o thQ Palidvaja 
bLtnncr, the sign of GUligft and laIlltUlu U,JIU th' Dlltlk.kii. uruID, 
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",hid, till'} obtoillen hy udnlllcing to tll(' north (I. A. JX P. J2f), 
ffleet n. E. D. P. ;jli,'·\). \Yjlij~, the H'[l~~rakutaf; hnd the PfiJi
d\'uja 11;11111('1' llnd till' (lanl()n Rcnl (11111(11'(7) nlld the Oka .Ketu (bil'd 
ewdgnL (S('(' f"irier lilR. U. 1\. JJ. P. ·10~). TIle Rntllla::; or 
YauanlR Ilad a l-ltnlldal'd uearilJg thr guldt'Jl Onnl(}n. rrhe Kn.la
cury<1t-> JnuJ the flag wi til the tignre of :1 goldeD 1m 11 a nu the bull 
l'C'al (L~i('(' 7HL rr/w HnHtls of f";IIIl1(fatti lwd the elephant, crest 

. Ul1tl tbe (jal'lH.ht halllH'J'. rr llP ellllllelJl of the' tOJ)(lIJCwr YnHodhar
lIlall waR the (lIt1ik(//'{/ (ulIlilollru-UificluLJ!a) (Me n. 1. P. 151), 
me.wing citLer tIl(' HUH 01' tll{' IUOOll. rrhc MaukLari f:lcgls con
taiu a buJI walking to tile leJt with two attcmlalltR. Iu the sout}l, 
tIle nag of tlJ(' BiiJ)an diHj>lu'yed n bhw1 buek alld their ereHt wu,s Lt 

bull. 'rLw Pilla l'('<.:ords cOlltain a peculiar Buddist representa
tion. 

rrhe emulem of the Colas was the tigCL The KaJacurya.s 
earried the golden huH banner (S'lw(J,1'IU1-I'N(J,b7w-dl/l)aja) Rnd the 
l!aruaruka heralded th m (D. I{. D., p. 4()9). The banner of the 
Kadambas was the monkey (si1khi1-cara-narendrn-dbvaja) but 1.h y 

llad the lion crest (sil}ha-Hii'lchana) as well as peellliar musical 
instruments. As regards tIl(' ra}]avas, the Kurram plates bear 
the uSlla] Pallava seal of the sitting bull. (Sec also Bailnmtha
perumaJ Ins. S. 1. 1. IV). rI'heir other emblems were tbe 
[(hatt'oiinga and the S(l!/lIl1dr(1yh().~a ell'um (Fleet D. Ie D., p. 319). 
The Vinhukadaduti Hftritiputra Sfi,La,karJ;li llUd as his emblem a 
five-hooded cobra (Plcet D. IL D. 1., 1. A. XIV, p. a31). Tho 
GaIi.gas of Talkad had the rutting elephant as their banner \vhile 
their erest was the picchadhvaja or fcather-hunch (Rice, p. 30. 
D. Ie D., p. 299). The NaJitB had tJw three-flag embJem (XIX, 
No. 17), The emblem of the HOYRli.]Qr.; was the figure of a maD 

Jdlling a tiger while their ,eal contained tht' )'{'prcRentatioll of II 
dead tigrr witL a 1'0<1. Some of the l\iilmtiya l'ccordf:l l'ontuin a, seal 
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with represC'ntn,tion of the . un, the ere seen t, the boar' fmd the cow. 
The Sil1das of Sindnvadi had n bhle flag (Niladh1'aja) with the 
tiger and the deer ('fest (RicE', p. ] 47). SomC' other branches 
hlld 1h(' tiger crC'''!t and hoooed , nak(' hanner. Another 80uthern . 
dynaRty had the bannf'r 6r fmakes (E . 1. XIX, No, 29). The 
Rrnnntms hnd the R('rpE'nt flag Ilno the lion ere. t. The emblem 
of tih0 Pft1)0yas waR the twin fisl] , The ~ eudrakas had th 
olC'phant pmblem though they called themp.elves Bhujagpndra 
family. The' GuttaR of Guttal had the lion crest and the firn tree , 0 

:md GaruQu bann('r, rrhe Yiidavas of Devagiri had (in addition 
to the GaruQa. banner and the GaruQ.a . eal) sometimeR tJ1f' 
Hammlat crest. Rome of the Ra~trakiita8 had on their eal the 
god ~iva. Thf> Paramara. had the GaruQ.u emblem, while the 
CahamanAS had on their coins the figure of a hor eman. The 
Cedis of Ratnapura had the Gajalakshmi as their seal. The 
Candella plate contain the figure of Lakl?mI. 

Pril'ate lneo'mc.-To maintain their dignity, kings had 
ample 1'eVe1111('" nrising ont of varions sonree which diffpl'ed in 
1.11<' eli ffcrent provinc€' . . 

ThC'y s('C'm to haw in nddition tll<'lr own demf'!mrs or Sral)iw
(JlL8, whirh . npplC'mcnied their pU'sonnl inromr. Ont of thesE', 
gnmtR \\'('1'(' l1Ia(l(' 10 CJlI('I'lls or ro~' al prin('('s n. \\'f> find in HlP 
T\[l,l'na~n. inRrription, . 

Til thosr (lnyH 1h. t'r wn"i no cliRLinrt:illll hC't\\C'rn "ltnt.' income 
nlld 1.111' inrollH' of, tlw king as ":H\ Ill(' ('nRC' in nw(linl'\':ll Europe. 
The l't'\'enn or t,ll(' f.;tah' ",nR the kin.! .. (: )'ry('nne nml lit' 'n .. tlil' 
hf'Ht jll<if{l\ ill IllnU('l'S of p'J)(lnllitlll'(', T}l(' :\TlLOunt of f'xlwnditllJ'l' 
on 111(' clill't,rt'nt Jlt':H1H r:lllllot III' •• ,,({'l'll1il1(\(1. (]lJlt' ~llkr:tIlTti, 

how(','('I', makC':-< all nttptllpf to lily down tllt' 1111l01llJt t I 11{1 Sptlnt 
(In Ow king'H own l!oll'dloln. 


