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ti 'al pow rand Laiu had com into e -istence. The writ r 
of the ukraniti- ara aive u alit of these, beginnina from 
ih humble t of f udatorie to' fully sovereian political 
au hority. The e are :-

Revenue in Kal'~a , 
1. Th ,amanta 1 la to 3 lac 
2. 1faI)(.lalika 3 lacs " 10 " 
3. Rajan 10"" 20 " 
4. ~f8,baraja.. 20"" 50 " 
5. varat 50"" ] 00 " 

amrat 1 crore " 10 crOl'es 
7. Tirat ]0 C1'ore " 50 " arvabha,uma or Univer 'ul Monarch. 

The e princes ,vent on warring and anarchy wa th 
natural con equenc. Fully conscious of the evils of urh 
a ysiem, ."ukra like Lhe great :\'riLcl'. of 1he pa 't believed 
in th orunipotent el'vic of the 1ate and he e "LoIs th 
S l'vic f the mona,rch to lhe cause of society, • ince accol'd
ing to him, without a king. ci ty would erish "lik a boat 
in the high seas." 

A tat, according Lo him, has seven elemont , e.g., the 
kina (head), the mini tel' (eye) the ally (ear), ·the arm. 
(mind). the fort (arms), and the tenitory and the ~1 eoplo 
(leg.). The kin as the head of the body politic was the 
'ource of .:'ocia] progress 8.Jld pro perity. A good khlg was 
ihe counterpart of the g ds hile a oad king was a demon. 
In thi C nceplion f royalty the author relie III 111 
ep' ~ traditim and folloWlllg it draw out t.he rall lli~' n 
betwe n the royal fun tions and tho e of the respective nods. 
He al 0 emphasi 'es 1he epic idea that a grod king combined 
in himself all the functions and vh'iue of a fath ,r, mothe , 
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preceptor, protector, friend, thc lord of walth and the gcd 
of death, uch being the concept of royalty, the author 
proceeds to rega.rd the king a the most re pon. ible public 
sorvant of the comm'\.lUity and, following Kautilya and the 
great writer , not only lay down hi qualitie and quali
fications but also a. time-table and daily routin el for the 
king, 

According to him, the king hould maintain his hold 
upon his family, and find out responsible po IS of honour for 
his uncles, brothers and ons, taking care to train up hL"' 
eldesL son in the ar,t of government. There houlJ he smity 
in the family and future war" and partition of the kingdom 
should be avoided (I. 344-46). 

The king 8h uIU do nothing \vithou1 a king fir l of all 
the opinion of his advisers or the great officer ' of the hng. 
The e latter 'hould at least be ten in number .g. (' C 

eh. II. 69. &c.). 
1. The High Prie t or Purodha - the eccle iastical 

advi er, a Brahmin 1 arned in th V da''', in 
military s ience, in politi ~ and in war, 

2. The Regent or Pl'atinidhi- who was tho TIlO!:lL 

tfU ,ted private advi er of the king. 
3. The Chi f iinistBr or Pradhana-\vho \Va to 

upervi all th d partment·. 
4. Th "a<:iva--who wa the war mini t r v l's('d 

in (he military science, 
O. Tlw ~fallt1'in--a mun \\ ell read in politic_ :md 

wh( \Vu to ndvi e in politica matter". 
6. Tho Prad ivak -who ~ a the jud<r . 
7. The Pal~(.lHa--- well ver ed in the Dhal'ma:astra . 
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8. The Sumantaka- who was in charge of revenue 
matter, income and expenditure. 

9. The Amatya- who W.as ersed in the kno,w
ledge of customs and uSC!lge of the country. 

10. The Duta~or the personally acm'edited agent of 
the king who was to be < ant out -~o negotiate 
treaties and alliances. 

Under these official forming the centi'al executive (of 
officials who might change their portfolios) the government 
of the country was to be organised. Villages should be 
placed under a village officer fund tho village administration 
should be carried on by the village tax··gatherer, the clel'k, 
the collector of tolls as well by the news writer. Towns 
should have such a set, of officials. Over each village group 
there should be a Nayak8.l, over ten Nayakas a Nrsamanta
over N.rsamantas a Samanta and so on. Officials were to be , . 
paid ei.ther in cash or in lar~d but hereditary interest 
should not be allowed to grow. An royal officials should 
wear distinctive badges and all articles belonging to the 
king should bear roy~ signs. 

The army should be properly trained and remain under 
a gradation of Qffice'rs, distinguished by privileges and in
signia of Qffice, but soldiers should not be mployed in civil 
administT&tion. High olficials should be selected from the 
members of the higher castes. A Brahmin, sh,ould be <1 

village-officer, a KE?atriya should be a tax-ga'therer, a Vaisya 
a colleotor of tolls, a clerk shQuld be a Kayastha while 
menials should be recruited from the sudra..~. In the army 
commands hould be given to K~atriyas or in the a.bsence 
of qualified K~atriyas to l3rahmil1$ (II 426-433). 
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The king should take care t,hat his sole suzerain autho
rity and sovereignity is fully COll olic1ated and there should 
be :0,0 one to question this sovereign power (sadaikanii
yaka1!~ kztryat na lIalwn(tyaka1(t 1. 340). He should 
supervise very thing perso¥lly, lock {o the husines of 
every tIeparLmen1 and make an annual tour of inspcct.ion 
throuah villao'es, town and districts (1. 374). Governm nt 
official < should be care.fully watchod antI pie should gather 
information' about them. Royal officials shouJd 1'e ide 
in village an towns, and the king hould make it a point 
to support the people as ::.gain t his own ervant.s (1'Ia 
bhrtyapak$apliti syfit prq,j(jpak$arrl sa1niisrayet I. 175) . 
lIe should ~ven dismiRs an offidal if he i accu cd by a 
hundr d subject ' (prajasalena sandi. ta1?~ tyajed adhi
kiiril.W1!1) and do the arne regarding an Amai,ya who go~ 
::,qt1'ay. 

In addition to maintalnina peace and admini tering 
j u lice impartially, the king hould do hi ' be t to con trubt 
road and build serai where new-corners hould 1 allowed 
to reE)1 after PI' per examination of their bona fide. To 
protect p ace and maintain ord.er, aambling, drinking, 
hunting and the bearing of arm hould be controlled and 
wa,t.ched. Medical practitioner were to be ~ atched and 
all legal and commercial tran actions W 1'0 to b r (. L tcred 
by slate official. Tho sale of slavE' w( ... s al 0 to he l'egis
tCN~d. The deceitn.1l use of false weights and the ndnl
taratioll of food-stuff were to be puni hed while ruffians 
and Ia'\; reaker '\) ere to be Sl1})TH'e'l flfl merciles,ly. 

In addition to the diRchnrge of mere p Jicc functions, 
the ki'n'g, according to the ~ukraniti, wa t discharge 
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a Live social duti s, calculated 10 maintain and improve the 
moral and material ('ondWon of his subjects. He was 10 
neou1'age agriculture, patronise learning and reward 

merit. A large amount of royal income (4 1) was to be spen I 
in charity. 

In 1'e anI to rev nue and xpenuiture, ~ukra ha many 
new things to ny. . all the classical writer he 1'ecoo-
nL e the importane of the lrea Ul'y ,ince on it depended 
the army and on th the pro perity of the kingdom (IV. 14), 
and every mean hould be employed in filling Ihe tl' asury 
(IV. 2), only Lakino care that lhe people did not suff r from 
oppression and in that case the kina uffered from the con
s quen1ces of sin (IV . 4-19) . The ouree of taxation were 
as of old. (a) Tax on the produ.co of cultivalion of the 
~oil, and this it m . 'ukra rai ed from one- ixth to one-half 
(IV. 113-116). (b) Tax an minerals which is one-half ill 
the case of gold. (0) TMr on eattle-rea.rer. () Tax on 
capitalists, u erers, shopkeepeTs and the labour of artisans. 
(e) Road-ces. (f) Toll on articles of commerce which 
was to vary from one-thirty-seeond ( /32) to one- ixteentb. 
(g) Ferrie. (h) Judicial fin s. (i) Tributes from suh
ordinate princes. (j) E cheat , iniereSlts, casual due, a,nd 
mi cellaneou items. 

Every year grain and corn were to he kept in' stock 
I ufficient for the nends of three yean:; and every year the olel 
tock was to be con urn d and new stock mad (IV. 26-30). 

Stocks of all other articles were to be kept. Peasants were 
to hold royal pa(tas. In lime of war and emergency, the 
king wa to exact, the hoard(~d wealth of tIle rich teJdng ca·rc 
to return with intcre,l, when prosperity returned (IV. 10). 
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IIi regard to expenditure Sukl'a has some original ideas. 
He oalls upon the king to keep half the revenue in the 
treasury. One-fourth should be devoted to the army, o.ne
twelfth should go to remunerate offioials, one-twentyfourth 
should be the experlses of the king arid his family , one
twentyfollrth the salaries of,high offioials while one-'twenty
fourth each should ~e devoted to charity and popular 
entertainment. Annual budgets hould be made. 

In regard to royal servants, they were to get decent 
wages (II. 36&) with agreements l'elating to work and pay
ment, sjnoe lower wages turned se;:vants into real enemies. 
They were to reoeive leaves ailld holidays. In cases of ill
ness, they were to get. leaves on 1- or i of the pay drawn by 
them. Men with forty years' service were to get pensions 
equal to t of the saJary enjoyed by them, while in cases of 
pl'emature death, their wives and children were to. receive 
pensions. In ca.ses of appoved services, bonuses were to 
be l)aid and honour conferred on trusted servants. 

In regard to war 'and foreign policy there is nothing 
new worthy of mentioning. 

Conte,mporary wit.h the Sukraniti and in some ca es 
later t.halll\ its composition, othsr works on Niti came into 
exi tence. Of these 'the more prominent were the Rajaniti
ratnakara, and the Raja.nitiprakasa by the author of the 
Viramitl'odaya. Medire al Hindu princes patronised NiH 
write-rs and the prao/,ice of compiling Nibandltas on law and 
politics continued upto the days of Maharaja, Ranjit Singh 
of Lahore u.n~er whose pa,tronage the ivad~r1)a, a-setu 
was composed by ten pundi't,s. 

Political Idl"4ls in the ]nscription$- Like the Hi 



-- --.... ---~--~-.- .- --....-----
< Hindu Polity and Polith(tl 1'71 eo,/,,; '9 

- _._---'" -- ----- - - ----- ----'--~~ 
literature the inscriptions help us in forming an idea 
of the politicaJ ideals of the age. 'Written by court
poets and dignitaries and very often containing i1.1eleganj) 
hyperbole and meaningles exaggerations, these inscrip· 
tiOIlS at least bring befOJ~e us the ideals which fioaJed 
before the minds of the people 8.,S to the duties and functions 
of tihp. ldtla , and the end and aim of royal Government . 
. umerous as they are, they contain passages glorifying the 

aehievemen ts of great kings and their conception of the 
duties they owed to their subject.s. In t.his respect they 
aI'e 6f great vauue to us and show how in the midst 6f wars 
and perennial conflicts for dominion, the princes of IndIa 
had not altogether forgotten the Lraditions of the past. 

The high idealism l'efiected by the Andhra inscriptions, 
espeeiully those of Gautamlputra has already been descl'ib-
00. That king prides himself on his protection of all, the 
tolerance of all cr,eeds and his }Jolicy of refraining from 'all 
unjust taxation in addition to his great, wisdom which saved 
India from the domination of foreigners and various 
indigenouS! enemies. The inscrip.Lions of the Saka Usava
data show how this prince though originally a foreigner 
came to be actualed by the higher ideals of Indian ethics 
and by fhe precepts of Hinduism. The Girnar Inscription of 
the K!)atrapa Rudradaman speaks in the same strain. The 
, aka ruler prides himself upon his being ~'elceted by all the 
c&stes," his high conceptioxl. of regal duty, his effor~, for ,the 
good of the people, "his halJitual repudiations of unjus!t ex
actions like the Pral;tayas l

'," his cl mency towards his 
enemies and bis det,ermination to take no human lifo e~cept 
in, war. Next to these-· some of the Gupta Insc!,iptjons 
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throw a flood Ot light on 1he principles of good goverhmcnt, 
as well as on the high ideal of i'egal and ministerial duty. 
The Allahabad Pillar Inscription of Samudragupla 
describeS The king ' as the equal (SarnailJ) [worldly countel
llart?J of the grsflt deities, namely, ' Dhan'ada or Kuvera, \ 
Indra., Varll.t).a, and. An;taka or Yama. This was clearly 
an eeho of the sacerdotal conc~pt of royalty found in the 
epics and tthe S'mrti. Similar idealism is found in 
Kumaragupta's Bhilsad Inscl'iption (G.1. ' p. 44), the 
.Bhith.arifillar Inscription of Skandagupta (G.!, p. 54) and 
the Mathura Inscription of CanCiragupta II (G.I. p. 2 ; cf~ 
'tf~~-q~';i{r::am;q~<{) Samudragupta is also described as 8, 

god dwelling on earth though he was a mortal only in 
celebrating Lhe rites and obsevances of mankind (G.!, 
p. 15). 

These are indications of the glorifieation of royalty, 
\J hieh had gaifled ground in India. But perhaps the b st 
expression to the contemporalry idealism regarding the type 
of good government is found jn the Girnar Inscription' of 
Skandagupta, and there it is la' d down {hat vvhile ,he king 
(who ha¢! to fight contInuously for his I)artimon '" \vitb 
foreign ellemie ) iu]ed, lh re WiL in his kingdom no man 
devoid of PhaI'l1~al no on who was di heaiTlen d nor one 
who suffered fn)m wa,nls (G.I. p. 62; a~ ~ ~fu ~<f ~ 
~f~aT ;ra:Jf: SI\ifr~ I::j;fT~r ~fm ~<l~ <f.<{~r ~~Of 'lCfT ~~iTreq~ 
~Til.) an echo of LIle idealism fou ld in on~ of the 0ldest 
Up8.illi~ads as well as in the :Treat. epic (cf. ~antil ch. 7'7 
Of it ~am \3t<t~ ., ~m ., ~: I . 'I1t;:rrftmf~~ ;n14'tRr~+t'if.ro: II) 
whm'e the king f Kok.uya. desel'il)oj:; hi- own governm<:'Dt. 
Next to the Ideals of royal duty ~10Ille more ligh I is thlOwn 
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on ministerial duty and th knowledge of the art of govern
ment. Thus in the Girnar 1n cription an ideal minister is 
de cribed as well ver ed in the four branches of policy, e.g., 
acquisition of wealth, prot.ection' of t.hings acquired and. 
their bestowal on the worthy (cf. the foul' aims laid dOWll 
by Kautilya). The good minister is described as being 
endowed with the highe t qualities and -qualifications 
free from all temptations (~fq~ ~f.[: cf. ~~ 
~'U: ~fo) and not only engaged in doing good to humanHy 
bu t also discharged from moraJ liabilities by his performence 
of duties (~~Ic(lq'laH1(IC+iT ~ ~~mt sml: ). 

orne of the Insciptions praise minislers Uke Sava and 
"\.:I1'a ena or a governor like ParnadatLa 01' his son Cakra
palita, many of whom were hereditary servants of the 
dynasty. Sava speaks of his obtaining the office of iindhi
v'igrahika through heredHary claim. (~i"rll5/lfI~IRlo;qo;qr[O 

mt;:trFr!1{:- ee Udayagiri, G.!. p. 35). 
The Mandasore In cription describes the high- ocia! 

and polilical ideals of the members of the autonomous 
guilds of Dasapura. The members of the guild not only di '
Hngui 'h d them elves by their excellence in technical skill 
but also in the higher sciences as well as in the art of war. 

Vakataka -The few Vakat,aka Inscriptions which 
mainly dwell upon ihe high de cent, of these princes, or the 
performence of the Asva.medha, Raja uya and Vajapeya or 
the patronage of Brahmins are not silenL on the duties or 
ideals of king,. Thu Vakarka Pl'avarasena compares 
himself with Yudhi thira and in one inscription (LA. II 
243) glorifies his Dharmavijya. In other inscl'iptions, Lho 
great personal qualitities of these princes are e~tollcd. 
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The Valabhi Inscriptions not only glorify the great 
learning and skill of these rulers, but. speak re'peatedly of 
their su~jects and their regard for the rules of morality. 
Thus in regard /;0 DroI,la-si.r;tha, it .is mentioned that he 
followed the laws' of Manu and the sages and was devoted 
like Yudhisthira to the path of Dharma. (~~'rnf<rfffl\:llOt 
\:'fi=l1~ ~ ~ m¢i'R~~T- G.I. no. 38). 

Dharasena's intellectual attainments are Iepeated
ly mentioned while he is compared with Dhar~8r 
faja (I.A.V. 275). Other kings like Guhasena prided them
selves upon their protection of the weak, the pre ervation 
of religions grants and upon averting calamities befalling 
subjects,: 

We find the same idealism in the inscriptions of the 
kings of the Sout,h. The Aihole Inscription' of J?ulakesin II 
extols the king's attainments, conquests and ervice.' to 
the cause of. religion and learning. He was the abode of 
truth (Satya-sraya) and checked the wickednes of the Kali 
age (R.I. XVIII. p. 260). 

The Ru~trakuta Krit;;:Q.a speaks of his government be
ing based on truth (I.A . XIII. 66-6). He never oppl'e sed 
his subjects (LA . . /111. p. 2 1). 

An insoription oif Vikramaditya Calukya (E.L 4 III, 
173) speaks of his suppression of the wiclced and the protec
tion of the righLeous. 1\not.her inscription' describe a 
prince as a :Orhaspati in t.he Kali age an'd a Kau~ilya to his 
enemies (l.A. XVI. p. 30). Western Calukya inscription 
spe81k in the same st,l'ain. The! king~ (t,r idelltifi~d with 
YudhiF.!~hira (LA. XVI. p. 85). 
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The Pallavas do the same thing. ~hus in the Sanskrit 
Inscription of Vi/?I;lUgOp31 he is described not. only as virtuous' 
llind well vel' ed in good gov~rnment but also as one who 
had assumed royalLy merely &s an ascntic with the vow of 
ruling and maint~ining subjects accordjng to Dharma 
(, ~~~~ ~ffi;;q~ ~!fT~~~mRmQ iji?fiffl~~ I.A. 
V. 51-52). The Pallava Rajasimha; (S. II. 1. Kanchi 
Inscription) is described as one who resembled Manu by his 
deeds. He also claimed to haNe dest.royed the pride of Kali; 
subdued lust 8Jnd other internal enemies a.nd was ever. 
devoted fa truth, and the Trioarga. (Parmamalj Ins. Mad. 
rep. 1916). Dharma thrived under him whUe sin decayed. 
The Pallava Paramesval'a-varman II speaks since'rely of 
his conquest of Kali a,nd claimed to have ruled according 
to Manu a.nd Brhas,pati (Kasakkudi Plates). 

A lord of Cikura speaks o'f his having fol~owed the pat,h 
of past kings like Dilipa, Bhagiratha., Rama cie. (LA. XIII. 
p. 100). Other princes speak in the same strain. Maha
raja A viniLa describes his kingly rule as being made solely 
wHh the desire of governing people righteousl)(ijl=~! ~~ 
;t~:r<TCT \f-P.Twmr"l~ I.A. V, 38 &c). 

The Easte-rn Culukya Ammal'iija boasts that his 
kingdom was fuB of well-ripened gr&,ins, that t.he cows 
yielded mm~ and that Lhe land was free from. calamities, 
di.,tress and fears (S. LI. p. 49). The real significan e:o£ the 
two words ammiJ, (moiher) and riijan (king) uniied in his 
~ame. Bhima of the ame famgy boaswd that for thirty 
yer..rs he ruled "like a mottler,' gratlt~d the fruits of their 
desire to the distressed, helpless and Lhe sick and nssociatrti 
hlmFlelf with the twice-born, ascetics and l)Qets. {E.I. XVII. 
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p. 234). Vallala Vil?1).uvardhall'a spea1ks of his complete 
protection of the Suuras and women (LA. II. 296). 

The Colas speak in the same strain. Thus Vikra,ma 
Cola, the merciless conquorer, boasts that he followed the 
laws of Manu , and 'prot,ected aJl his subjects like a sweet 
mother (E.I.I. III pt. 2. I p. 1 4). In the inscript,ions of 
Bengal and As am ~ve find the same ideas. The suppression 
of Matsyanyaya is repeatedly mentioned in the inscriptions 
of Dharm@pala and Rhaskaravarman. Prominent Pala 
kings t.t.re ccampared to Prthu, Rama and other great heroes. 
-NarayaI,lapala.'s gifts are compal'ed with tho e of KaII,la, 
the Epic hero. Bhaskan:.,varman i compared with Sivi for 
bounty and with Brh& pati for knowledge:, The A am 
king Indtapala is assigned thirty-t;vo titles. amacara,
deva of Bengal is likened to Yayati, Nahu~a and Amb&rl!?a. 

The Poets-- We pass on next to the writinas of the poets 
and authors of the classical literature for information ro-

, garding their political ideals which are certainly the 1'e
fiedioins of the period during which they lived. Thus, the 
writingS' of Bhasa whose date stUl remains disputed has 
something to ay on contemporary ideas on. politics and 
political ideals. Bhasa believes in the traditi nal social 
order, ext.ols lJha1'ma" and honours the Brahmal).a. The 
'A. virniiraka points out the importa,nce of e pionage and 
se recy in deliberation. The king feel the heavy burden of 
royal responsibility while his minist.ers lam nt their sad 
lot since 'thtlY gained littl for theIr suc,ce sful projects 
bnL were, liable to be denounced if their pItH! misearried. 
Yaugandharaya,na' loyalty appeals to all eve now. 
Duryodhnna it, the Diltaviikyarn c. tols t.he v lue of 
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supreme domination over all whioh is to be won by the 
sword alone. 

When wei come io KaHdasa, we find ihe great author 
well-versed in Lhe teaJchings of the Ar1,hasastra. The educa
Lion of an heir-apparenL as described in .the Raghuva1]7 'a 
shows the poet's intimate knowledge of the cont.emporary 
art of oQvcl'nment. I ume of his dramas like 1he Malavikiig
nimitra are realistic, but little informaMon as to real politics 
is available from these. The only point which interest,s 
us is the reference to the Mantripari$at under the Mitras or 
Suilgas. Elsewhere, while a picture oi real politics is want
inc;r, the high idealism of the period l'elaling to the concept 
of rega] du ty i clearly reflected in the R{1Jflh1.wa1r~sa alld 
1he 8akuntala. These books how that Kalidasa wa a 11e
Ii ever in the p&iernal ideal of kingship in as much as 
he describes ,/,he king as the real father of his su bjects, 
though their parents begat them (sa pita pitm'astiistim 
lcevala'f(/; janmahetava~L). The king, TIlainiaineo by the 
grant of one-sixth, ($a$thti'f(/;savrttiM was to toil for 
,others, devoid of personal pleasures (svasukha-nirbhila$a(~ 

kMdyase lokahetolJ.). II was ever saddled (aviSramo loka,
tantriidhikaral],) a~d suffered from his great r ponsibilities 
like the weight. of the umbrella held by ille hand, whlich 
gave shade to IIlany (rlijya'f(/; svahastadhrta-da1JeJamivata
l)atTmF). All the e jdeals are. clea.rly and beautifully put 
in the mouth of the herald who sings tho ptai e of the king. 
(Sakunt.ala Act. V). Like mosi of the classical writers Kali
dasa was a belierver in universa.l dornini(H1 but as {,he real 
mea.nl g of imperialism was forgotten: jn h1S day. , he extols 
the traf\.Wonal Asvamedha an.d the satisfaction of the con-
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quel'or with the submission and tribute of weak king. 
This type of conquest he a}Jplauds as Lhe real 
D har'mavijaya. 

Bhar'avi-who belonged to the 6th century A.D. 
attempted to give an exposition of Lhe art of government in 
his Kiriitiirjuniyam. But h~ has nothing original in his epic. 
The art of government to hirn was nothing but the means of 
consolidation of internal sovereignity and the subjugation 
of enemies. He extols the importance of the army and 
e pionage-and the different ways OL attaining political 
objecti ve (viz., sarna, dana, bheda and dalf<:ia). 

DaI;1~.in'--an int.elligent &.l1d forceful writer of no 
mean versatility, gives us a picture of the real politic in 
his Dasakurnii~·acarita. As has been pointed out by 
Dr. hamasastry, the author had a.n i~t.imat6 knowledge of 

o 
t.he Kautiliya and he makes a clear display of Ihe mean and 
tactjcs employed :n contemporary politics. He exposes the 
inherent ~eaknesl3 of the courts where intrigues pla,yed a 
v l'y prominent p~ rt, but he extols th value of the higher 
knowledge of Dha,rma and polit.ical science and emphasises 
the impol'lan e of education and moral discipline in prince". 
The acquisition of wealth contributed to the consolidation 
of royal power and might in his days wa~ Lhe a is of so ?er
(~ign authority. Kings mu t exert them.se-Ives to outwit 
enomies and to consolida:te authol'iLy by constant watch
fulness and with the loyalty of subjects. 

The Tllisavdattii of Subandhu is dominated by the 
idealism of ·the day and the smthor make King Cintiimal).i 
the embodiment of all virtues, so ial and political. In it 
he has very little to say about practical polit~cs. 
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Ba.Q.abhatta~ uban'dhu.'s close DC 'essor, ::md a writer 
of extraordinary literary taJent, how'" his intimate 
knowledge of the art of government. But l'ematI'k,. 
able as he js in his literary merits he displays 
very little originality in politi 'aI ' mat-ters. Har!?a wa 
h'is hero and he extols his milit&ry oxploit, sporadic 
conqu Sib and his meaningless chaI'ity after the imita
tion of Asoka on whose lHe he had modelled that 
of his own. BaQa shows his worldly Nisdom in the advice 
given by the minister Sukanasa to CandrapiQ.a, and he 
point ou t the evils to which a young prince i ' liable to be 
a prey and the resultant consequences. His views on ih' 
art. of government do not differ from those of his contem
porarie ' but his denunciation of the con olidation of sove
reignHy after the Kautillyan ideal shows how the decay of 
Indian politi al genius had brought in a mentality which 
ext ned meaningJe s wars for the attainment of a Lempo
r~ry 'xaltation by powerful iring, withouL working for the. 
foundation of a consolidated empire strong enough to save 
India from the a ttack of foreign enemies. 

A large numoer of ot.her writers appeared 011 the eve of 
India's political downfall but they ha.ve nothing new in 
them. Even king Har~a figured as a dramatist but there 
is very little information on political life and ideals. The 
author of DhaHikiivya ha, nothing remarkable ' to hi' 
credit, while Bhavahhuti extols Rama's extreme devotion to 
bis subjects' interest and this compels him to banish Sita, 
hi beloved, dagha's lsisupalabadhat is an epic with 
traditional ideals and the poet gives an exposition of the 
ways and m€&lls enab iug kiIlgS to overcome their enemies 
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at home and abroad. Conquest, domination. of the 
MtL:t;l<;l.ala and the outwitting of enemies by an pos, ibIe 
lneans are the: ,main things which occupy his attention. The 
lI11J, ar{i'rakf/a sa. attr·b~.ted tp Visakhadaf.ta simila.dy €'Ktols 
the genius of CA:t;la.k a an~ incidentally gives an exposition 
of a game of sue 88sml intrigue, espionage and COUl.lt.et-· 
espionage 'attributed to · CaI),2.tkya. H epl'esents to us a poli
tical order characteJ'ized by an a:bsem.:e of scruples and 
by un.iversal suspici0n. The Ca:t;lakya of Mud1'u/rak$asa. is a 
supBr-machiaval tlnd not the great Indian political philoso~ 
pher whose rema,rkable fo:reseight, constructive genius and 
wide out~ook doe'S honour to any country or any age. 
Bhatta-NarayaI;l8!'S Ve~zisarrf.,hiil·a) though stirring and 
forceful iIi' its diction n.as a nal.TOW view of politics. 

The Kashmir poet K/?eme:udta in his Brhatk(J;tha.. 
mafija'rl, Bharata-.mafijarii and, R/imiiy:a1J;a-rrutfijari pre~ 

serves nothing but, the oldEn:' ideas arid ideals. He 'extols the 
t,radi1iional ideas of society, eulogise:s the importance of 

. kingsihip and refers to t,he 'e1 dion. of Manu as king. Hi 
picture of the admiB.i~tl·ative syst.em does not materially 
di~er from that in the Arthasastra ~nd the Dharmasastrtis, 
In his BtJahisattv{ivadana~rval1?'a~atli~ he xtols instances Qf 
:virtue an.d has very little to say on politics. There Me 
numeI'QUS other works but 'Very lihUe historical Qr political 

. datf;t is obtai,'rH\blefrom thGnl. The, Naisa4hacarita of the 
poet ~ri,·Har~~ discusses political matters but only in a 
convertio!lal W81y. 

The story literature of which .the best extant exa.mples 
are t.he I~athnstu'it-sagal'a of Somadeva., tile Brhatkatha
mRnjarJ and .tbe .l~~in Kathako§a deS{'l'ioo only the 
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ventional ideas and state of . affairs. The KathasaritsagaJ'a 
cont8Jins many romantic stories but otherwise it throws no 
important light on the period. Occasiona~ly, acts of 
tyranny or high-handedness of kings are mentioned.. The 
romantic and didactic elements predominate in all of these 
books. The Ja.in f athakof}a, however, extol$ the spiritual 
1 men t .in life. 

Historical Works- Next, we have a number of histori
cal and bjographical works of the mediawal Hindu period, 
and of these the more im llOl'tant are Bilhana's Viluamailka
deva-carita, Kalhana's Raja,tarangiui, Merutmigacarya's 
Prabandha-cintamani, the Ramt::J-carita, of Sandhyaka,ra 
Nandin and the Nava- ahasankadeva-caa:Ha by Padma
gupta. But the e writer do not throw any new light on 
the political conditions of the day, except extolling the 
virtues of the heroe selected by them like VikramftdiLya of 
Kalyan, JayasiI).O'ha Siddharaja or Ramalpala of Bengal, 
who are descTibed as pcsReRsing all coneeivablo moraJ 
qualities. They are all munificient towards Brahmins, 
patrons of learning and kind to their ubjectsi• All these 
heroes are credited with great conquests and are grea 
fighters. Leniency and charity to subjects, patronage to 
Brahmins and poets and remission of taxes are eulogised 
in the case of each king anll we find echoes of pai.erna.lism. 

Dut Kalhana preserved a truely realistjc a,ccount of 
jhillgs and his accounL of t.yrants already give,. cause pain 
and indigna,tion to his readers (see Supra 11k. X). The 
maxims of Lalitadityal are those of tl, crafty t,yrant while 
the horrible. fiscal tyl'anny or acts of cruelLy l:lttribui.ed to 
rulers like U nma ttll vanti, Didda or lIar. a show clearly 
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that in spite o.f the injunctio.ns of the sasiras, tyranny had 
ceased to. have any limitatio.ns. 

Political ideals in the Pm'ci'lJas-- Next to. the inscrip~ 
tio.ns and wo.rks qn NIti, . the PuraJ)'a co.ntain much o.f 
t.he tradit~o.n and i.deal o.f the perio.d. T.hey are, as ~s. well 
kno.wn, sighten In number a.nd co.ntam rt.ltle tradl'~lOnal 

account of creatio.n, the ea,rly histo.ry o.f manl-ind, the reign 
o.f the Manus, genealo.gies o.f the sages and mythical kings, 
histotry o.f the varjous dynasties that ruled in llifierent parts 
o.f India in additio.n to. philo.so.phical mai.ters like the causes 
that will lead to. the des'tructio.n o.f the Wo.rld and! the ways 
o.f att,ainment o.f salvatio.n. They ineulcate the importance 
o.f Bhakti and' exto.l the greatness o.f Vi~1;tu, Siva, sakti, 
Surya, as \ve11 as some o.ther deties o.r their incarnations. 

These are Lheir general co.ntents, but in additio.n' they 
co.ntain. chapters o.n vario.us subjects. So.me P1traI)as de~ 
vote attentio.n to. grammar and literature, o.thers deyote 
sectio.ns to medicine while not a few o.f them have something 
to. say 011 the aJ.'t o.f war, t,he right 'o.nduct for kings 01' the 
true ways o.f maintaining the .social order . In rega.rd. to 
these, much info.rmation is available fro.m the Agni, Vayu, 
Mat ya and the Bhagavata purat;tas. 

Witho.ut go.ing 'thro.ugh he coni-ents of each of these 
PuraJ)as, it will be beE)t fo.r us to. summarise their main 
t.eaehhlgs on Po.lity and sociology. To. begin with the 
trad.itio.nal aecount of creation, we find that a.tl f,he Pur,s'1)as 
postula.te more or less the existence o.f an ideal state o.f 
nat.ure. Thi was in the Krta or Satya Ynga when men 
delighted in virtue, respected each others' right.s. ha.d no 
wants and ,",vore free from sorrow and diseaBe!. 'fhi .. js 
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found in, ih Brhaddharma PUral}3 which after des 1'i Ing 
the existence of an ideal st.a.te of naiul'e marks the Fiocial 
deCline coming with th Tl'eta and the following Yugas . . 
According to the V nyu and the K urrna PuruDa , men wel' 
in the primitive ideal tage upportod by Kalpavrk,. while 

cording to the Vi~7J'u Purii1Ja, the want of 111 n were sup
pli d by the iddhis. But when men bocaroo sinful they 
h d to 0 for their food and necessaries qf life. orne 
of t e PUl'3J;lU8 fto ~urther and hold like the Vayu that ill 
this ideal co dition, there were no distinction of the high 
a d the low. 

Gradually, the Satya Yuga pa seel. away and people 
began to fall foul with each other. They became greedy and 
las ivious, and td mainLOJin .ocial order, kina hip wa~ in -
iituted at the instanc of Brahman the Almighty. Conv n-
tion and rules wer(l made and ihe conduct of kinas, 
Brahmalfas and ihe other cast laid down. King VeI,l::t 
proved unrightoou, mixed. the castos', oppre ed the 
virtuou , forbade r ligious pl'aetic!l. and had to be kille,] 
by the ~~is. Out of his body Prthu aro e. :£:Ie wa mad 
king and ruled righteou ly. The story of Ve~a i c 11-

tBJined in all the Pun1Qa and go to prove that though the 
king i regarded as th upholder of moral order, tyranny 
ju tifieS 'his deposition and deatn. The Dhagavata PuraI)a, 
while i denounces Ve:r;ta's tyranny, extols the virtue 

of Prthu. 
All the Puriir;as uphold the traditional social ideal, and 

extol the Brahmin and his social privileges. They a.U hold 
TIharma to be the basis of moral orc1-er and the main~ 
tenance of Dharma is vestM in the king. The royal office 
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is highly extolJed and the king is described a the mundane 
counterpart of the o'!eaL god or the Lokapala. \Vithout 
the king's xerci p of the regal function moral order will 
IXtSs away and anarchy r war come into existence. 0 a 
king. h uid be obeyed, an 1 10 oppoRe him is a in. The 
Bhagavata like the Manu arphita goes so far as to promul
nate the do trine of pa. i. ve resistance. The tate of a.narchy 
which results fr m cessation of regal authority is de ('ribe I . 

in some of the PUl'al)aS and in detail in the Bhagttvata 
PuraI),a. 

The duties of the king are laid dO\ n by the Pura'IJas. 
The e may be ummarised &s follows: -

. 1. Mainten nee of the 'ociai ,nd moral order. 
2. Protection of fhe kingdom from foreign enemie , 

protection of Ufe al~d property at home and the impartial 
administratiqn of justice a cording to la.w. 

3. The patronage of Brahmins and a etic, de otio11 
to religion, performance of acrifice, and the maintenanc 
of widow , orphans> and the sick. 

4. P rformance of act of charity and devotion to tho 
material progress of subject . 

King's Duties- The kina a,ccOl'dina to all the Purii1]Gs, 
e pe 'ially the Agni PUl'aI:la (which de-vote & great part of 
it Dtten (.ion to polity) i the central figure in the body 
politlC, the chief of the tr litional sev n element. of a late, 
an( the fountain-heu·d of authol'ity and ju tire. He is to 
hold office fo), t,he public good. He 'hould regard his life a~ 
a £(reat vow and should hold on a dedicllied existe·nce. 
Pr~tectioll is his highest, duty and failuro in his dutie 
brings in and a fut.ure life in hell for him. Thl:ough pro-

46 
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te -Hon h obtains one-sL ih of the merit of his subjects 
and through failure a sbdh paTt of their sin. He is i.o 
have u daily routine of work, " auld look to bu ine of every 
department, should heal' the complaint. of ull, 8dmini. tel' 
ju. lice and hold hi daily durl>ar. Free from' vices and 
di ipat,i n he shaul mak it a point to win over the good
\ -ill of his ubject. He should punish the wicked without 
mercy, safeguard hi. ubjects from the oppre sian of hi 
officer , should grant patronage to Brahmin and ascetics, 
build temples and endow divine war, hip. I.a t of all , he 
",hould feed t.he aged, the imbecile, the widow and the or
phan. He should encourage aO'ricultule and industry amJ. 
see that under hi government everyone got an opportunity 
of Jiving p acefully and earning hL own livelihood. Brah
min should be re pected, freed from ta es, f!,ud sh ulc1 bo 
freed from cOl'poral punl hmen1. They should be al 0 

amply rewarded. The Agni PUraI)H gaps so far n, to say 
that 1 of th revenue of the slnte fo\hould lJa dislri.buted 
among the Brahmin 0\ . 

Government accordiJng to the A gni P'llra~a--Almost 

all the PUl'a.J;las devole 'bapter8 on', the art of gov rnmenl, 
but of tho... the Agni PUral)a ent r into details, in the form 
of a dialoO'ue 1 tween Agni and Vasi. th. The king, 
according lo it, is to regard his life as a conti.nuous and 
une a 'ing vow for the welfare of subjects ( h. 2L). 

As hi existence i vital to Ihe body poliUc, the throno 
~haJ1 neve,r remain vacant. and .n the demise oj a king hiR 
uccessor Rhould be imrnediat II' announced, without any 

reference to au picious or inausplCious moment.s or the la-:ws 
of Asauca. B is to be the ceulL':;!l or basic eloment in the 
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state with its seven limbs and hi business should be the 
rule of virtue and the regime of justice. By ruling righteou -
ly he becomes ntitled to a sixth part of the religiou merH 
of his subject and the failure to do justice or rule 
righteously condemns him Ito hell. The king is to be a 
source of pleasure to subjects and hi greate t wealth arises 
from out of the loyalty of his ubjects (cf. Kau ~~~. 
Protection and maintenance of subjects i his only acriflce. 
He is to live. for his subject like a pregnant woman who 
takes food for he nourishment of the child in tbe womb (Chs. 
223, 225). While extolling the king' services, the PuraIfa 
harps on the parallelism betw€en the dntie of the king 
a,nd. those oj the god (Oh. 226). The king is to learn the 
ciences which are the same a in the Arthasastrctl. The 

Agni PuraI).a, like the ArLhasastl'a, gjve us a daily routine 
of ihe king and a Ivises him to appoint advisers and mini -
leI'S. The Agni PUl'aI).a mentions among the e, the 
PUTohiia, the matya, the Pratihara, the Sandhivigl'ahika, 
the Dhanadhyak.a, the DUIgauhyak.a) the Astradhyukl?a 
and ot,her officials in chaTg of ariou departmen ts, a.fter 
as ertaining t.heir q ualiti and weakne . lie should meu
tain :!m efficielnt and powerful army, "hould guaru hL fron· 
liers, appoint office-rs over singl vlllacr s, group of 10 and 
100 villaO'es and lIlJ110y numerous pie' in various garbs 
(Ch.241). lIe sbouW take care always to guard hil? per on. 

TIe should be 011 the alert to $Jve his people from t hl' 

oppression of enemies of peace, a. well Uf, from hj~h
bauded officials, eSPQcially ihe Kfiyn.l:-lthas. HI-) shonlo also 
make arrangements for the admini lrilHon of justice l)oth 
civil and crimina.! (Chs. 227, 253). The })ur(l~ul mentions the 
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eighteen heads of law and Lho eight limb of justice (a~ta
llga.). We have pa sages on the 'various head of adjudica
tion. W €' find rules of taking evi.dence and I he lnen lion of 
ordeals. Some passages bear upon tJh; . righ LS of labourers, 
and the la.w of usuary ( h. 253). Lastly, the PuraI;la 
echoes fhe traditiomd idea that if the Idn'g faileu tu find 
out the thief, he wa to m~ke good the 10 s of his ubj ct 
caused by thieves from hi own trea, Ul'y (Ch. 253-262), 
which is an echo of the view of 1he Arthasastrn.. In crirni
nallaw, be.trbarous punishments are found mentioned in the 
work (Oh. 227). 

Di cussing taxation the PuraJ)a extols the importance 
of Ko~a or treasury and point, out that everything depends 
upon money. The items of Laxation arc menLionec but 
Brahmal)as are. exempted from all payment.~. Duty on 
a·rticl s of commerce wa to be leived so as to keep somo 
profits to merchants (Ch . 223). ~.fines were n t to be e '
hau ted reckle ly. Laws to regulate the clealings of 
merchaIllts and trader' are found (Ch. 25 '). The adultal'a
lion of foodstuffs, eli honesty in commercial dealings, the 
use of false weights arc to be severely punished. The regu
lation of profits and prices is enjoined in strong terms and 
is regarded as one of the primary duties of the king. 
Cornering or undue raising of l)rice was t.o be sternly 
checked (Oh. 25). All these clearly show the influence of 
the Arthasastl'a. The Pural)a. then mentiolls tho Vyasana~' 
of a kingdom and like the Arthasastra, it make$ a distiJ.1c
Uon between Dai1Ja and Miinu$a Vyas8..nas. In connec
tion with the first it mentions the cafastJrophe ca:nsed by 
fire, water, flood, disease, famine and pestilence. The chief 
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Vyasanas according to the. Pura:Qa, are Rajy8Nyasana, 
Mantl'ivyasana, . Samalltavyasana, Ko/?avyasana, Da.I)qa~ 

vyasaua, Ra.tra.vyasana, Durgavyasana and Balavya' ana. 
lt calls upon kings to remedy ovils of all kinds by theil' 
egertion . 1 

In regaJ.'d to war and for ign policy, the Pura:t;la con
tain:s some in,formation. The army with its five seotioI1S 
(Maula, Bhrtaka, 81'e];11, Suhrit, At,avika) rqust be well-orga· 
nised while variou kinds of forts a.re to be built.. The 
various kinds'" of Vyuhas, as well as the way of dealing 
with an enemy aTe mentioned in detail. In all lhese 
matter we find the influence of the Arthasa,stra and the 
later Niti litera·ture. Weapon are mentioned while IIluch 
attention i devoted to signsl, portent I 1nantras and magical 
rites to ensure victory. In all the e we find a gre-a influ
ence of astrology and a belief in igns and portent. 

Th Pura:Qa m ntion the Mm}.Q.ala amd gives us the 
traditional m,eans of elf-pre"el'vtl,tion and conque t 
(ell. 244). The four kinds of diplcma.tic emmi aries (e.g. 
Huta, Nisl'f}1 a.rtha, Mital'tha, Sas""naharaka) aTe enumerated 
as well as sixteen kind of treati.es. It mentions tho 
differen t aspects ,of s.tate reI tjons and give directions a' 
to the best, ways of gaining succe s (Ch. 244). There is 
nothing ,new in these matters. 

A in most, works on the alt of g0 ernment I we find 
various othel' topics" n~l,mMy, tho building ()f towns and 
forts, noies on agriculture and manuring, dis&el'tation,s on 
gem and Illetals, and oth(Jl' allied topi . 

Jai'b P~I/riirHJS~·Mauy of Lhe co mological id ,f S found in 
i:po PuraJ)slS find place ill tTaiu Purfl1:tu modelled on their 
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Hindu coun t erpurts. The J ains po (ulate a number of 
crcalion-cycle and presuppose an ideal state of nature in . 
the beginning of creation. The earliest age 1::18 an age of 
plenty, irtue and immortality, when all the want of man
kind weI' supplied by the Kalpa-Vrk.as. In coursel of time 
aecording to the .1- dipllraI).u, tIu' e bles ings became f wcr 
and people elected Pratisruti as the fir t Kulakara or patri
ll..rch. Gradually the Kalpa-trees b .came fewer and men' 
t1'ou1>les 1>ecame 0'1' ater and at lasl the trees of gift dis
appeared. Social changes were introduced a,t i.he instanco 
of succe sive patria.rchs. Men's live became artificial and 
in tead of 1>eing above wants they had to exploit the carth. 
Ri:;avf:-deva, the last patriarch divided mell i.nto three caste 
(K~a triya , Vai~yas 8Ind Biidras) and established six oc u
pations. ocial life sprang up, tm TIS and vi.llages were 
built, and as society became more Utnd more complex, 1he 
principle of chastisement for wrong-doing was promulgated 
and Political existenc came into being . 

. In t.he Jain Purfi:Qas, tile th ory of castes is ra,thcr 
different though modelled on thaL of the Pnru~a Sukia. 
Brahma:Qas are admitted a, forming a separate cast, bLlt 
the real BrfLhmaJ)a was one endowed. with ,the highest, quali
lies of a Jina . . In the Uttara PuraJ)a, there is nothing 
llew. The Hariv~up.sa, ascribes everything to Rt;;ab.ha-deva. 
In the Laghu-Arthuniti, the Jaina scholar Hemacaudl'tlI 
inculcated upon the duties and obligation of kings. There 
i nothing new in it ~lld only conternporal'Y Hindu ideas 
find expre ion in it. 

The 8111J{'tis and Nibandhas- III the kiter Smri,i and 
Nibandhas, we find pl'ucticalJy a continuance of old ideals. 
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Brha,spati hasnQt:Q.ing new 1'0 say on the duties and obliga.< 
dons of kings, tllQug1'\ bs contributions, to -various, bl'fmches 
or oi viI andcOOlmercia.l la.w, especially the law relating to 
o'J~pora.t,iol1s, guilds and joint-stock companies cann9t be 
minimised. \ ~ , 

. KatyaY'anaJ though devoting the greatest part of his 
treatise to Vyavahal:a or civil law: his little to say on' the 
art of gove1:nment. But £.1 few oftihe verse' attributed to him 
arEbof great importal1,Ce. In these he eulogi.ses the great . 
service of kings to their subjects. The king wa;s but the 
god Indra incarnating as a man for the good of ,humanity 
( ~T~~~: ~la: ~.ttw f~ ). 
His primary duties were, a~cording to Katyayana, the pro
,tedioD of subJects and the chastisement of wrong-doers. 
lIe was to maiptain the widow, theol'phan and the aged 

Hhout means. According 1.0 the law-giver the king was 
f,he parens-patl/'ae of his subjects, per excellence being 
the "home of the h omeless, tho prot.ector of those without 
protection, the · on of the · on-less and the father of tbe 
fatJXede,ss." Cf. 

!ifr{N~ ~ ;rrl!l~~ '!t{t ~ 1 

~~~ ~: ~ (lNg! 1lTf#:r: fi'«rr " 

In liel), of this great social servico the king was 
e<Tltitled to the usufructus of a sixtb part of the produce of 
p,is sllbjects' fields in, addition to ot·he): ceases an{i dues. H0 ' 
wh.o did ,his duties properly was ntitl€id to &Jl this in jeu 
of his protectioll, but, a Ring who iail d to discharg.o 1h18 
dut.ies Pl'Opedlf was Q. gmner (App~ndix I to KatyRya::na
ll!ata·se,rp.gl'3bu by the resent au/.JlOr). Gt. 
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Nal'ada gives us the traditional account of ,1he origin of 
royalty. He harps on the evils gaining ground in the 
wodd on account of the lapse of primeval Dha7'rtw and the 
eternal conflict of men. Atter describing tbe .evils of 
AH.itsyarnyaya, he points out that to save socieLy from such
troubles the king holds the rod of chastisement (Da'f}¢a 
dhara) and he -alone among men wa the 10I'd of him elf 
(A8vatantra). The right of ruling his subjects w&s acquir
ed by the king by his tapas (tapa~L-kr7tiiIJ praja rajiiii). He 
represented the prerogatives of the five grea:t gods i.e., Agni, 
Indra, Soma, Yama and Dhanada. Pl'o t,ection of subject.s 
wa his primary duty (ta 'ya dharmlJJIJ praja-ralc.. a) and 
thL protection of subjects en'titled him to exact taoces which 
were but his wages. (ba~!~/' sa tasya vihita~" p1'aja-piilana-
1'etana1?~ ). 

Para' ara-There are oilier legal treatises, ' out unfortu~ 
nately most of these books are fragmentary and they devote 
most of heir attention to Acal'a and Prayascitta. The 
Parasara Smrti has very little to sayan the political ideah~ 
01' th administrative system. r.t deals mainly with ACi\l'a, 
AS4;uca. the duties ,of ('a. tea and their priviMges. 

The works of Yyasa and Sailkha-Likhita. are fI'agmon-
1ary. The views of lheso are quoted by ibandha writers, 
but thero is very little informa.tioll as to political life. 
1 



AHer these metrieal m~ties we have a large number 
of legal comnlentar:cs and l libandhas which ('onlinue the 
old tradition togetha ' Fith later modification and changes 
which are justified r.,nd 'ulJI)ori d by quotations from old 
text induding many from lhe pura~as and llva-pUral-.1as. 
We have a large number of commentators on the Manu 
SamhHa of ;wholD, the more important arc Go illdaraja, 
fedhatithi and Kulluka. Of Lhe commeniato.L of Ya.jfia

valkya, the mo t important llame is that of Vijiianes ara. 
\ ho.~ Mitak~ra v hich has exel'C'is d a very great in
fiuel10e upon the later ('ourse of Hiudu C1 il law and ·ts 
authorit,y is l'€cogui 'ed to-d' y almo't over the whole of 
Ill'dh L British court '. The co III ntal'y of AparaJ'k~, a 
Koukan prince of t he 12th ceniury L also worthy of note. 
The commentary Htak.ara ha ill its t.urn )e 1 CQnillIen '
cd upon and the BalalpbhaHa 1'ika shows a great legal 
aeuman. The commentary of A:ahaya on tha l 'al'ada 
l::'mrHi is an old work while "0 ha , a commenlar r th . " 
Vaij ' yanLl, on ihe Vi.:vn I.,;llllrli compo. ed in the 17th 
<:e1l1ury. III course of time, many m ro such commentaries 
have been written. 

The ibandhas were oomposed for ilie guidance of 
later princes) judges anu admiui ~h·ator. Of these :Tiban
Jhas, the more importnllt are tho Pur sara Madhavya 
aUrjbuted t() MadhavaG -l'ya of V.ijayan Lgar (14th ceu
hlry) , that t)! J lIDutabAbana who e Da. bhaga is of great 
fJ.uthodty in Bengal, 'mrticandrik of De Tal)& BhattA, 
the Vir mitrodaya, a huge enoyclopedia, of "\ Thi 'h Rortions 
are devoted to la . and politics, attributed to Mitrami r , 
the N'olume attributed' to Candefivar Ve.caspati '~_ ... 
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and Raghunanclana of Bengal as well a the Vyabahul'H ' 
lllayukha, and the 1 Tirnaya. indhu hav exercis d a great 
influence upon the laier law court arid judicial adrninis
tl'at.ion. In all these iTibandha., ,e have 1he old tradi
tion ill law and politic continued ;dth, omc modification . 
E 'erywhel'e. we find the Iring's authority e tolled and 
his dut.y of maintaiI ing his subject and admini,tering 
justice impcutially are repeatedly laid do'\: 'Jl. The king's 
authority was unquestioned and there were 110 checks to 
his ab olutism. Bu thouoh everywhere "!VB fiud the st.erio
typed political life, yet, works like the Rajanitipl'ukasa. 
attributed to Mitramisra draw our attention to the tracii
Hons and practice on the Vedic and Bruhroar;tic age. 
"" }teady sOIJJJething has lJeen said about ihe ie ~ of :fitra
misra on the acce ion and coronation of the king . (See 
page 204 part ' II). lie give a pl'OIllinent place to the 
killg'S coronation oath, 

TilJalldhas as ell a.' han 1500ks on the art of govern· 
ment continued to be compos d during very laie eriods. 
A minister of th izam-shahi ruler of Ahmedllagar 
Wl'ote the _ Jrisinha-prasad in the 16th century while as 
late a the 19th century, a work, the Vivadarnava.-s tu was 
composed hy ten pandits of th, ('ouri of MahaJ'aja Ranjit 
t5in'gh of Lahore. A prince of Panna patronised a pallClit 
10 publish a work of similar nature, 



BOOK XII 

Political Decline and Fall 

Having raced the diffierent pha es of ocial and poli
tical evolution in India., we nm r p. n to the hi~tol'y of 
the decline and fall of Hindu political lifo, Even to the 
last day' of Hindu independence, tlie intellectual a ti lty 
of the peop.le remained undi turbed, but this couIa not 
arre t ihe impending political deca ;\'hi h ended pith the 
conqu sl of India. b the Mu. , aIman , have 
uIr£\ady indica.ted, p rpetual disuni 0;, th decay of the 
geniu of con oliciation, oontem.pt for I litical unity 
and the predominance of clan or d Tnastic in l'ost 'cak
en d the political siructur in India. Fl'om the ith con 
1 ury, 1 he menace of vi tOl'iou I lam .b came apparent, but 
still no great ruler appeared to unify the peoples of India 
under one sceptre. The reign of Harf?a aw the conquest 
of the Mekran coast and the fil,,·t Arab raid on the 

bout half a centur, T lat.er, ina 

The progres of I -lam was etarde 



ing India. 
and Rent a 

\'jooron Turlyi ruler Islamjc rul ,a consolidated pl'ac 
Ii 'all, r all over north rn India. The Dec f:t1l and the ou1h 
'e~i~ ted for abou1 a century but with Alauddin Khilji 

and 1"J ul ammad Tn hlak all th deh vet enervated 
111011. ,'chies snccumbed to th atlcwks of the Turki atmi , 



II 

Political Downfall and its Causr:s 

The causes of Indian 00, ynfall have been explored oy 
many hi torians. Some have aUtibuted. it. merely to the 
disintegrat.ing influence of ea t . some to the ovel'-inflt ence 
of religion and a~ceti -'i. m, orne to the inhor I.lt weah1e '8 of 
the Hinrln charac1er a well as the enervation, both of bod~r 
and mind arising out of a damp climate ome to the COl1-

fiiet. of eJigion. 
The subject i a complicated one and re'quire, a care

ful analy i. Apparently, political disunion, savage inter
necin , feuds and horrible reprisals on all . ide had 00 e 
on for 'entulie. and undermine( the political frame of 
India. But. rhe ground fol' di~tmion had b en prepared by 
varion cause and ciroum tance". Fl'om tho earlie. t times, 
the desire for unification, social ~nd political, and the 
est.ablishment of hom' geneiiy at all cost had heen abso
lutely laeking. The jar f I'acial differences, and 1he conflict 
of ant.agoni tic social ideals had all but contributed to R. 

temporary settlement of divergence by mean. of oompro
mises. The older type of imperialism aimed merely at hege
mbny and not the consolidation of one central political 
authority. In social and religious matters t.he same spirit of 
compl'C)mi.se' predomina.t d. Hence, thete wa.s 8n inherent 
loosene s character. sing both social and political f brie. 
L ter SOC mplexities and religions upheaval had d ... 

at ,OIl buted 1.0 this. Fl' :be Ctlutury B. . 
adven.t of r ng imperialist eta men and th ~ er 

~ra K)} contributed to t e hoi 
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ideal of a st-rongly centralised secular state as well as the 
est.ablishment, of an all-India empire. The Mauryas sue· 
ceederl in uniting t.he whole count.ry. under their s 'eptre but 
the repentance' nd the paeificism of Asoka undermiJled 
the fabl'k of the ImpeTial structure aJld his religious propa
ganda all but annihilateli it. TIli brought about a foreign 
uOlltina iOll 14,1' three cent-urie and when there was a 
resuscitation of the Hindu powers, the idea of an 
all-India em.pil e wa nevor revived. A" poiuted out. al· 
ready, India came 10 be di dded into fl large number of poli
tical (livi ions each domin' ted by a strong suzerain power. 
In COlll' e of time, the number of such tate_ muWpli d and 
on the eve of the Mahomecluu conquest the clannish patl'i
Qt·iAID of the Rajputfi did more harIlll than good to ~he 
country. T.hu, , India 10 t her )Jolinea} unity ana became 
P mere 'geographical expre ion.' 

Tho spirit. of local separati, m became stronge]' every 
day Th numher of petty dynast.ies multjplied and 11 

feudal organisation dominated all the principalities. As 
pointed out nlready, the people ceased to take an' active 
parI in politic and the hist'('ry of the period was Aimply the 
hist{)fY of shorf -lived dynastieH fighting for supremacy· 
Everything was left 10 th~ kings a.nd to the masses 
were relegatefl the dut of producing tbe necessaries 
of life, paying fribute t{) thair masters and of obeying their 
('Olnmands implicitly. ' Whatever other activities t.hey 
had, " -ere confinetl to their own co-operative undertaking 
in the village·communitie the guild and the municipa· 
lities. Th Be liberties in t·heir turn ndennined the po' 8l' 

~ autbo ty of the kings and the idea of WlUwal !t01 • 
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darity; practically uisappearc(l fl'om the e untry. Tho <1(\

mOJ'alisation and apathy of the people is apparent frpm the 
narratives of Muslim hi'lorian.:; 'ho describe how the 
('avalry raids of Mahmud wore absolutely unoppo ed and 
mark lhe apathy of the p~ople in general. The work of 
defence had beell monopolised by kings and the people 
,'rere not only ap~thetio but. remain d nbsolutely powerles' 
to 1'e jst the march of all enemy eit.her Indian 01' foreign . 
1 ndian prince too, had become so devojd of moral and poli
tical sense hat far from uniLinc1 a )'ain t the common enemy, 
most of them thought it expedient, to enSUle th ir :mfety bv 
forming alliances \ rHh extra-Indiar powers \- hose main 
objective wa to complete the subjugatIon of the co try 
at the earliest opportunHy.* ODle princes indeed, like 
Visa,ladeva ahamana or the Gaha~avula Goviuda made 
spol'adic effort to tern the tide of foreign inva:-;jon. hut 
they never thought of making a commOll Hnd united :tami. 
again t the early :Muslim invade ". 

Polit.ical do 'uiall \va" ha~tened by int llectual decay 
as welJ as social and religious demoralisation. '1 he vigour 
of t.he Indian intellect had lO~lg been undermined. The 
ramification of ca te, the lllUhiplication of sub-caste~ and 
the growth of Illutual jealousie aIDPllg ca~le-people de iroy
ed the idea of a ocial \\'hole which had benn built up out 
of diver e ethnic elements. The idea of harmony l¥l 
di Placed by: discoru. Too much of a . trong 1 an wa laid 
on interdining and intermarriage. The "arl).as ceased t 

. tes cattle 10 exist oe. P rhaps the nano 
rakGtae with tJse r.w aad th poAibl 

aMj 'Ifith the Gaori aJO "rthy of BOte.. 



communalism of t he aboriginal tribes and clans invaCled the 
social ideas of ihe I'uling element. Each ca~le agaiJl, was 
.. ubj cted: to lhe minute~t .. ubuiyj, ion 01l the principle of 

ifiel'eBee in occupat,ion, in religious lJelief and through 
diU 'renee ill domicilo, and in ('our~o of Hme, each one of 
tll'8 ca a.nd ub::ca to Lec:.,me an air- ight compart-

wa a decay in religlon and. t.his wa clo'ely 
with in teUoctual emoralisation, bslra t 
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holism came in a host of nevver deitie ' with ne\ 'er riles ano. 
practices, orne evolved out of tho e of old, while he 
ret t wer borro\ ed b: m Lhe primitive people or even the 
foreigner with whom the people came into contact. In
numerable deiUe 'Wefe conceived form the diffe 'ent 
force and a pect of nature ith newer mode of orship
ping ihem. Form and ima e multiplied, ever rday 
new riluals w 'e invented and a the became mol' and 
more ela )orate, religion lost it impllcHy and faith it 
importan 'e a ih ba,ic principl of 'eligion. Ev rorowing 
eclecticism maintained, the spir't of toleration and harmon

v 
' 

but the pirit of outer ollcor<..l could not di p 1 the di cord 
within the minds of men. Wor hip it elf wa inva e<..l 
'\ ith org ou rites, and anthl' pomorphi m carlied 
La ex 'ess ma<..le foam for ritualisti degradaiion and 
introduction of oh 'cell pracLi e. Th truth of tho e re
mark i apparent from the hi tory of Buddhi m. The 
pI il opb of Buddha '\ '1,' hal' l' under to d nd 'en in 
lhe }iir uddl i t on ention we find diff rence' ari ing 
out of fUm y point of fHu~ 1. Buddhi ill diyid 1 in tim 
into . numerable ..:che ]8 cad ith ill 'i of 1ailuyuna, 
the ul'ly ten t" of Buddha '\ ere forgotten. Buddha him
s ]f wa transformed into a God and th 1uhayu ist · con
('cived the omnipotent 13 dhi attva. The e fi 'aln wet'· 
transform d into gods (nel innumerubl' d Hies mal and 
female came to l' • ive tlie or hjp from tho votarie' 
fit' ligion :\ tiieh had oricrillall , no "cope for im 0' 

hip or HlP cnoral ion Wot. The dil erellt . hool.~ 
lough t :vith hi tteme" ,'hil ih Ille. ' auk 10 'er and 
lower down in idola tOl'y and ob ne l' ligiou practice, 

48 



The. arne was a1 a true of Hi ldui m. The Bhaktli 'ult; 
inculeaiod tll idea of a }Jer anal ad to be appea ed by the 
votury by mean of wor'hip. These god, agahl became 
many and each all of th m ga e ri 'e to innUllleIahl'e form 
through di ersities of ron epti n in it various asp ct . 
:rhe worship of the e became popular and held out hopes 
£ the f l1'e to he e .. . But S0011 this elaborate an 

theo11 and the maze of t e more elaborate ritual ki1l'ed the 
'pirH . ut of man'.. mind '. Th religious e t "phi up into 
ub-se t nd the 'e again became numerous aud ho tile to 

each other . 
.t long with th rise of thi llew l' Haion, the etbical 

code .. were aLa modified . Th ,mrti in 'ulcat d th ' va] u 
of aC(lra in human life and by means of A rthaviidas 
harped on the hope' and fear of mankind to have Lhes 
code. riaidly Cioey d. Bodily. puri ty be -'arne the ley-not 
to this ethical code and as uth the minnte t rcou]aLjou-', 
originall unknown, of food. touch and assocjation er laid 
do ~J. 1'11e pl'incip e of rationality wa m~ s]' d h a fai h 
in th ri<rid code of taboos and pl'Ohihition", Foreigner' 

looke 1 dO\ II upon. contact rith then bec'ame an 
abomina ion, and ca-\'oyag were prohibited. The 
PUl'al)a vhil th y did. much to enlighten th lIla' , 

ocial1y and inteUeciual1 bocflme ihe ropo itOl'Y of this 
reactiona.ry l'egisIa . n. 1h .:udra came 10 b denounced 
in ppr lwiou erms,:\ 10! cn weI' o· ally nd int lIec
tually d graded ;vhil the lo~ e t ea tes V~l'e t'elegated tt 

l0.-iHoll VOl' e than that, of animRls 01 be us ' of burden, 
Allel thi 'tands in ~trall(J(' contra t with the time-honoured 
traditioI of India. A people which wor 'hippe<l the deity 
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in the female form, denounced womanhood in opprobriou., 
terms, and while pantheislic philosophy delighted in regard
ing everything animate as the incarnation aHd manHe ta
{'jon of the 'upel'b ll-pervading Brahman, it votaries 
struggled hard to be consoio' s that, men were degraded by 
theh oontaot. with t1 eir soojal1y degraded fello\vmen! 

uoh being the prevailing mentality of the day, the 
priesthood al 0 sank Jow in the irrtelleotual scale. The 
Brahmin cea ed to 1 e th philosopher an became thE:' 
slave of 0 iety, the guardian and proteoto' f a code ot 
life divol'ced from rea on and morality. At the sam time 
lime, the Hindu mind d~lighted in feedinO' upon it 0\ '11 

excellence and the depl'avHy of the rest of the >vorld. 
Minutest regula,tion bound him down and these became 
o stacl'es 1'0 the continu. nee of a pI ogre ive lif . Th people 
became vel' e t change und wOl'shipped the pl\, t. The 
spirit, of prog-re ~ Hnd rationali .. m WH killed. Life We 15 

characterised by Hie rigid tandard of rigour and arHficia
lity and xtreme a er. ion to chan::>e. Mally. of th religion .. 
of h - later period empha i ed tho e prineiple of life which 
weakened the ph~v 'iral frame and enervated the mind. 
Pncifi 111 killed the ardour for war 01' lJationa l 1'0 L lance. 
Tho e treme regard for life mpha j eel by l.l ainism mado 
life almost impo 0..; ib e. The j him li an Dharliia of ok 
hud lai,(l pro, tl' te India at the feel of the Greel\ , Parthian' 
and olhe1' ami a. age fureign racf'!3. The religiou. zeal of 
Hal'~a. the. eo-A ~oka of the .. vanth century, did Iracti
call. the ~ame lhing. Lat r ~ai'.l.ltwi.:1lJ mftnife. t d the, umo 
tendencie. and l'ought almo, th sam con, equence. It 
introduced a pacfism which in COUl','e of ti 18 tended 
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10wards rna ochism. Man entirely at the mercy of the deity 
10 tJ sight of active duties and craved for dissolution which 
became tha onl. goal of life. Decayed ButldhL m with 
it, commi ture of Tant1'ic rites di pl3lyed worse tendencies . 
The nihilism of Buddha, too high for ordinary men and 

fferiI g n hnpR for tho future crave place to a meaningless 
maze of obscene rit.ual but lacking in faith or reason a it. 
foundation. The meallingle monasticism ate away the 
vHaJ. of individual life and wr ked the morals of society. 
On many an ccasiorr the monks displayed hostility to the 
politicaJi authority. Sometimes l,hey made common cause 
with the foreign enemy and if we .re to believe the testi
monyof foreign historians, the weakened the defence of' 
the country by mvitillg foreio'n enemies.'*' 

• According to )111Blim historian Mllbam11llld.Hm Kf\sim WHS }wlped by tbe 
nt1(](lhi~tJ.j of Sind in his c)(>ditiun Q,gahl/>t Dahit'. ACl'o1'<ling to 'I'nl'allatl!, L}lO 
Bud jill IIl:tyod a. Ijimilllr jJllrt during tho invaRioll oj' {ag(ldila by the Muslims 

('J'nranatb~Trnn lateci h~ F;chi<.>fnE:r; Oh. xxxvn, 'I'L.' lluutlhil;t mOllks arc 
Ml';Ierihed 1\8 tb mt'llen~f'rl'l of tho 'Pur ~kns. 



III 

Musl'in~ State yst m 

E LabJi hed in In'di~ the Mu alman them' lve 
became ubjec.t t the influenc of the anle force vhich 
had influenced the Hindus. Within a century and a half 
Islamic India became a medley of independent. sultanat 
fighting against each other. It i curious to note how 
some of these tate prac ically occupied the arne 10 ati n 
and eOO'l'aphical position a their predece or in Hindu 
India, during the a e of disruption pre eding ~ u lim con
quest. Thus, Gujrat ,hieh had re ained under th, 
Caulukyas, b came a iu. lim sultanate imilarly, Malwa 
of the Paramara b ame an ind pend nt uslim kin 0'

dom. In the a t, Benaal eparated it elf und r a ~fu lim 
dynasty and in ea tern lIindustan, the • arki ultanate 
of .T am pore, v ry nearly corre ponded t the .BahatJ yala 
monarch. In th De can, h(' r gion occupied by the 

alukya and th Ra .. tral-uta. became the .. e t of the 
Bahmani kin(ydom. while in the o~ tr me "oulh , a Hindu 
national r urrection laid the foundation of the Yijaya-
11aO' r I inudom e 't.al Ii h d OY r 1he Teaion, once domi
H t d b, ilie Pallava. and th Cola" . 

In ih id t of all almo.1 ('onti! uou. ',ar tl e Hindu 
ho, ed temallmbl t nacity. For more t,han fiv centurie 

th 01 lauu hi, )f I. Jamie arID before . 1ich all other power
ful m()IHtlchi had Tt ('umb 1 yith l1t· cmblaor· of 
r i tance fnil d to make p rmanent impr ~ ion upon the 
<,unnt.I') . The Hindu r i t d ten cio II ly d iug tue e 



- -
lJim7/( l>olity a:/ld Political Theories 

five centuri and even though subjugated, took the earHe t 
op10rtunity of a'serfing him",-lf politically, He ucce'd
ed not only in pre er ing his hoary culture but, also 
in w eping back 1.h ide of Islamic domination whene er 
opportuniti , present d ih ill e1 e', The iVonderful vita
lit of the 111 nd it unfIinebina t na ity to- it own ul
tUT{) and tradition show d itself never mor aloriou ly than 
dUrina the period of struggle for existence. Throughou1, 
he \ 'hole of thi period, \ e ne er find a continuous poch 

of ubmis ion on the 1 art of the conquer d and no centur)~ 
a e without a movemenL for resurrection and poli ica1 

a sertion in one part of the country or the o/'h-r. Th re i' 
iauce of the Hill u and hi tenacity was wond rfullike thai 
of a modern entrench d camp which I how new front 
--\ hen the first lin s and outwork. arc battered. In each 
cenlur. , '\ find national wars of resurrection, In the 13th 
century the ~ ole of central and outhern India togeih J' 

'i it . ates .like Ori and, cail-ored principalitie in the 
north till mcintained their ndep ndence. In the 14th, 
within a few years of Muhammad Tughllak's conquest. , the 
prince of VijayanaOtlr liad fiuu cy ba k the I ide of Turld 
conquest and had laid th fountlations of a mighty 
monarchy which checked furt,her 1. amic conquest in tl e 
10 1h for more than wo centuric. • imHar was the ca e 
vith Rnjpuiawt whor the ruler of ~Mewar had not only 

as erted thdr 0 n in epentlence but \ re successfully 
Te, . ting and conquering the rfuslim sultan .. of th neiO'h
h ul'hood. In the 16th c ntury. ih LIe iVal' I rinrc, ~angA 

ras old ugh to ~ake a bid for the restoratio of th 
Hindu em re o 
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The failure of • anga and Lhe weaknes of the TUl'ko
Afghans gave a chance to a new liue of Turk undel' Babar 
to found a llew Mu lim dynasty. Devoid of bigotry* and 
lacking the ferocity of the Turks of previou age Babar 
brought with him the dream of a great. empire. Un. uece .",
ful though.. his on was to fealise th ambition of hL father, 
It ,vas reserved for his grandson, the illustrioub kbar, to 
iran late into action the dream and ideal which had al
ready manifested themselves in the activities of the early 
Mughals as welli as of her Shah. . . 

dL!co ere.l edict of tol~'ratioll i worthy or now. 
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The war fol' re-surrection was ,continued ~hl'oughout 

t,he long centuries of :Muhammadan domination, and its 
las ph- SA was at.taine during the 17th ceniur and even 
the 18th which sa the decline of Mughal rule and the 
advent of the English, laier on destined to be the sole politi
cal p wer :in the country. But in the midst of Lhese strug~ 
glos, while. the ext erne champio s of I slam were engaged 
inl fi hting t,he taullchest of votaries of Hindu social and 
politicall'egeneraiion) a remarkable movement was going on 
for the establishment of a rapprochement between the two 
communities. In the course of time, the fero ·ity of the 
Turki character which knew no me 'cy for Lh enemy even 
when he was a cO-l'eligio~list or a kinsman softened down 
al1d the influence of Indian climate as well as social teacb .... 
ings made them almost Indianised . .among Hindus too there 
a.ppeared lea hers and saints who wished to di ert the at· 
Lention of men from ihe arena f political conflict t,o Lho 
path of peace, amHy :md good will. 'The deity was one' they 
said 'the. Allah of the Muslims was none else than the Vif;lI.lU 
and iva of the Hindus. alvaLion was obtainable through 
faith in the sole omnipoter)t Almighty whose children the 
,Hindu and the :Muslim wel'e. Bigotry S ood in the path of 
man's prosperity in this life as well as bliss and l>eatitudo 
in life aHe' death. faitlf was the real eSl3eHCe of religion 
and not. a fanatical llevotio1;l to the rituals prescribed in ' 
t.he rival ligious ~ysfems and emphasi ed by fanatical 
priests on both sides.' . 



111:ndu-M u8salman, Rapproch("rnent 

From the 14th century, 11ch teachers mad their appe
arance in the country and preached their ideas. Among 
the lIin.du teachers of note was Ramananda who crupled 
nQt to preach his religion to the untouchable or to the 
Mu lim. One of thl disciples wa Kabir, by, birth a Julah 
and a staun/ch votary of Vif?:t:lU. The next great figUl'e wa 
Baba Nanak who was acelahned as a Guru of the Hindus 
as well as a Pir of the Mn'salmans. The am tenets were 
dis eminated by : ri- 'alianya, the Vai~~ava teacher of 
Bengal. I the Deccan and in' the out ,many more such 
t achers were multiplied an_d they did much to calm do" n 
th ferocity and fanatici",m of the extremists of both the 
commun-Hie . 

Among Muslim , there appeared a host of such teacher 
--Dolla fide Mu lim" not Indian eonverL . The ver e, of 
_ufis like anai of Ghazna, fizami, ... ttar of ..l .... i apur, of 

.. Talaluddin Rumi, adi, Hafiz, Mil' Dard of Delhi, of AmiI' 
Kila ru and of Ibrahim J ai i l>ecame popular and are" till 
ung by Hindus and Mu lim alike. Rasa, Khan's avaiyw. 

are", till chanted in ai~J).a\'a temple. The cat,holicity of 
GhaH!> of Delhi who would bury the Hindu at Ka,'ba 
and cremate th 1\fuslim at Be ares, reflect d tl e same 
meniality of toleration, amit and O'ood wHl. To add to 
t.hi , every student. of Hindi lit l'ature is aware of the va [ 
number of Muslim Vai.1:tava poets. Among the B ngali 
VaiE?J).avas, t.h follo\ ~in(r lame" are remarkable-e.g, 
Na ir Mahmud, :Murtaza, lawal,:Ali Raja, hah Akbar 
and :::;aid ulial. In Benga 11 .Im;;lims patronised Bengali 
literature, composed oug a d ver e iu h nour of thl' 
Divine fot.hel', a,nd the proc s is tin going on. The prQ~ 
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ce"s is not only remarkable hut is characteristic of the 
mentality produced and foster donI in the soil of Indi' . 

This spirit of toleration led Ito 11 Ifull in the fighting aI d' 
religious animo ity was hencefo~th banished from the 
country. Muslim princes too became eh rnpions of tolera
ti n. Ev n Alauddin hU'), ( ,enOllnt d a ' a fer ciou tyrant 
by the contemporary Muslim histo'ians, recognised t,hat 
religiol1 had othing to do with 1e bu iness of the state 
but was something whi h 'oneerned the oul of ih pri ate 
indhridual, The a t line of Turki d. 'U'a Ii s hawed re 
I al'kable toleration, and Babar's grandson', though he 
began and end d as a Launch Mu lim went so tara.s to 
aaopt Hindu manners and customs and devised the Diu 
llahi, the hue reli jon intended for both th Hindu and 
the u alm~u ubjects. His SOl1 Jahangir followed the 
foot-steps of his fat leI' and there wa calm in India fa' a 
con iderabl , peri d . The. a number of cau e and ircum
stance led to the lone'. al u the wal' of Hindu r SU1'r c
Hon in the fir t half of the seventeenth "ontury an 1 in t,he 
midst of this there were ropl'isals 01 boLh sides which 1 d • 
to the uownfa11 of the great MuO'hal empire. Even befor 
the acces ion of AUI'Unb~ b, denounced a bigot by many 
hi tol'ians, the Sikh ' in the Punjab lod by Har ' ovind 
deie' ed Imp rial aImies whil'o hi aji l'ai et th . Land· 
ard of l'evolL ill thCi} Deccan. In cour e of (hi ,ar, there 
were animo iii and batreds revi 'od and during tho 
p dod of conflict . the tolerant spirit d· parted from the 
laud for a whilo, The \\lThole of ndia remained in 
commotion for IU'Ole thaI) a cen ury and in course o-f this 
a number of Hi' du states', sserl d their independen'ce 
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and sbowed once more the remarkablo vitality of the 
Hindu race in politics, 

The indus became active e -erywhere. The Rajput 
l' ' ent/ed th rejmppsition or the Jiziya and threw off Lbo 
allegiance to the Mughal·. The <Tat repeate ly clevasta
tIed the region ne, r the capit 1 and ultimately founded a 
small principali ty of their own , In the Deccan, the illu -
trious hivaji (inspired by. the gl'eat Ramdas) and hi 
sp.cce SOl' laid th foundation' of a Hindu state (modelleu 
on the directions of the writers on polit ' during the close 
of the Hindu period) in course of the fir t half of the 1 th 

. century. The Marathas became powerful enough Lo think 
of a restored Hindu empire. ut the weakne of the 
central authority, the 'eparatist tendency of the feuda
tories and office-bearer and the ck of the spirit con· 
olidation led to the final break-up and the downfall of th 
o-called MaharaHa conied racy, \ rhich in it hey-day 

stretch d almo t from the foot of the Rimala.) an hill to 
the Krishna and the T1Jngabhad1'ii. 

The Gur eha beea 1 active in of 
the Rimala Tan hills ut th -ir further xpan iOll 

was ehe ked b t.he l'i ing Briti h pm reI'. In the 
Punjab, which hlld for nearly cL century heen con-
verted into th batt.le ground of foreign in aders, the di,· 
ciple, of Gur GOVill made a bid for the e tabli 'hment 
of a theocratic comm nwealth. Pel'haps ther \l'a an 
ata'l'Y of the old republican trrdition :11 ong.he tTats and 
the 10('al tribe. 'hi 'h had r 111 ine 1 . nhmerO'ed r 0 

}nJan) centurie ~, But tl is theocratic tend 11<')' ouId not 
maintaill it., elf for Ion and th Misl Ie, del's fought 





v 
Socio-Political E1'olution 0/ India 

n cour of a lQng period of evolution India came 
to be the ce t.l'e of a di inct tYI e of social and political 
life. ' ommunal ire m and harmony in the midst of 
diver ity h v been the marks of thi civilization. In spite 
of racial divergence , lingui tic diff rence and conflicting 
social and political ideals of the di erent ection of the 
community, a distinct cultural ideal came to be evol'yed 
and thi ave a distinct tamp to the ocial and political 
life of India. he became and till remain the hom of 
a di tin t civilisation. Cultural harmony wa the goal 
toward which all the conflicting idea and ideals con-

• erged. The races were many; the language were 
nUUlerou ; cu ton s ftl'i d from province to province; 
consequently the socid structure \ a ' a federated organi. a
lion in hich 1,here wa a pHI of harmony which 
welded -togeth8'1' these di cordant e1 ment. ·There was 

. a sort of fundamental unity in the mid t of insuporable 
obstacles to homogeneity. The eemin Iy heterogell u 
communities inhabiting the different corners of a big con
tinent cam to 1 ok upon them lve' a member ot 
a va· t ocial f 1d. India wa th homel'and of thi' cultur . 
and proved 10 b the g oaraphi a1 foundation of the ci . 
lizut,ion which stood y it eli, elf-continent and separa ed 
from other centres of ultu . 'I he reat mountains and 
river were held sacI'd by the Hindus of t.h di' 1'

ont parts of the counh'/. Ea ed on this en 0 of 



_ L 3 

:JfJO 1l indu Polity ((fila Political 'l'lteorie 
~----~~------~~~ ~--------~ 

geoaraphkal unity, the people came to profess reli
gions 'hicb. thouoh differing in ritualistic details 
had the ame intellectual 11Wti/, th same ty.pe 
of explanation regarding the universal system and almost 
the 'an e method of approaohing the deity wIth a view 10 
htainolace in thi Iif and Ivation jIl, that yon 1. 
h ,- I al1 e reli . ou and pli"losophicat ystems we 

fi d Ihe p 'ime conception 9f t.he ominli 'ien and omni
potent, Brahman, the acce tance of the doctrine of rebirth, 
the t prem mportance of Karm,a, th excellence of 
A him Yj and the recognition of JJiiina and Bhakti a the 
tru ,t path of attainiI g salvation. In ocial lif ~ e had 
he accept,ance of the federa.ted organi aUon known as 

ca te, jn pite of innumerable local differences and conflict 
of ideas. In cial matteI' ) simil'arly, whil 10 a1 C 'ioms 
r ceived the fulle t recof,tnition, the la -givers coming 
from the remotes,t orners of th country, all tended 
to accept a fundamental quHable prin iplo througl
ou the whole of the vast land. In art and in 
ae {he tic we find al 0 the sam COl ven t ion ,motifs n 
tendencie , though there oxi to(l}ocal va iati n a ,ell a 
pro incial ' 01 of building and ar 'hit 00' ure. 

In mn ie a.I·o, there a the am thing. Th di 7erse 
melodi favoured by the people of t·h different pl'ovin e. 
all cam to be united into OJ) sy,. tern of harmony and 

ic. The name of ragas and 1'{i{/i1f7. ( rugae. ti 
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Thus :ve have a lal:'ge llumoel' of names derived from the 

'di;ffere1tt provinces of Inclia..,t 

ociaZ Evolution 

India being the centre loi a distinct type of culture hail 
her own social and political ideal evolved a a result of the 
influence of a p0Culiar environment together with the 
peculiarities of the social and political genius of hoI' 
people. 

It has· been 1be fa.shion with the western. ch lar to 
scoff a Indian political life, or to denounce the ideals 
which influenced her politics, India had no political life 
nor was t!J.ere any room for politic~l 'peculation in the 
country,-. hf,l. been the summing up of man western cri
tics. Her life, according to them j was es e:ntial1y spiri
lual and there was a supren1e neglect of the material 'ide 
of human existence. Such ha been the view of the 
majorit,yof the westel'l) historians, while Indian so ial orga
ni ation has 1'e eived a greater amount of censure from' 
them. They point ouL the existence of the caste sy t m, 
1ha tyr' nny of the BrahmaI)ic oligarch, , the subservience 
of the masses, the degradation of the womankind and Ia . t 
of all the exist,ence of un touchability which deprives the 
10 r elasses 01 the statu of manhood. Thi view i very 
often acc.ept~d wit~out critic.a! e ami.nation and the ave~ 

f Gii.ndhir. (trvm Qalldhl\ra.) Malava (from Ml.ltwii). Onrjara (from the 
O~ria.ra. C01\lltty), liillllQi. (l'rum Kart:l - ta.), na,l~~la (from Gau~la), Jhijauti (frQlU 
Jt'jika.bh.ukti). ThuH, while divergence:! t'()lDaiuro pro"l:'miuen1i a ha.rmQllY in 
tho midst of insu~abl" ob&tlLoio callie to bo evolved, ILnd this ha hecome the 
atl3'aete aad ih" !IOul of Indian lii'e. 


