. parte judgment in good grace. Obsessed as we are with the -
political supremacy of the west, we hesitate-to analyse

~ this criticism at all and the average Hindu dares not raise
~ his voice against the uncharitable criticism on the part of

~ the western eritic. -More lamentable is another tendency
which impels Indian scholars to glorify the past history

~ of their country by making an attempt to read European
~ institutions into our system. During particular phases of
‘Indian social and political evolution they are happy to
find a parallelism and a similarity between the institu-

~ tions of India and those of the west but beyond that when
~ the Indian scholar finds any dissimilarity or divergence
he finds himself at a’loss to explain it as the result of dif-
ferent forces and factors operating in his own country.

s normal and hardly makes an attempt to explain their evo-
‘"}utwn as having been due to diversities in environment
angi_ the conflict of dlfferent*acml‘ elements. It has

:tage Hmdu hlstorxan is compelled to swallow thls e

been: the professed aim and objective of the writer

,.to di:tempt a better and truer explanatbmn of the dlver- 3

He s‘trﬁght on attempts to explain the diversities of Indian -
~ social and political life as something untoward and ab-




,:';mght .,wnd ‘the jndgment of the ‘western eritic comes -
- first, without!an examination of the evidence at his dis-
: posa.l Western ideas as well as western values guide us
in our enquiry while out) of fear and ridicule the true
 scientific method i§ entirely lost sight of. e
In India, social evolution proceeded on a line entlrely‘ e
dlﬁerent from that of Europe. In the, west, socxal lilg:
~ in its higher, stage of development came to be associated.
with the idea of & social homogeneity based more or less
on the principle of unity and equality within the commua-
‘nal structure. Inequalities and diversities existed more
or less in all centres of life. These led to continual racial
and social war within the fold of each community. This
- war ended in the political superiority of one section of the
j popula,mon which either obliterated or socially assimilated
_ the conquered people. And even then there was no end
. to this racial war and the ideal of equality and homoge-
- neity never became al real”t - In Rome the Roman




ew &unng the long derftunes follomng the
b ';@pthllknown to be»mpeated h_.‘re

nmty cam:e Wi&be aftained as a mnlt 01_ :'
wars a.nd ravﬁln%mm in eeurse \of whwh »was




1o live only in ar
i@ f mwc mghta thb have been conferred on them ¢

jﬁal of homqgéneuy LR somethmg out

on. The socio-ethnic difference between the Aryan and
- the Dravidian, between the Dravidian and ‘the pre-Dravi-
~ dian aborigines and between these aborigi; and the
;mleohthm savages was so great that the of a
- homogeneus social structuge could not be conceived at
sl Race-pﬁ“;udme which operated in the past and which.
“operategw«so well even to-day in America, in South Airica
n rece.ntl'y conquered Abyssinia, and is Qp pmmmant in |
lings of the white peoples with the blaeks, browns
‘.yauows of the east and the south and wh:é;f'

ke,,y mte to tha"fcalnnm pohﬁy of the whxtey '




conﬁwtmg elements The Hmdu l‘wa.nted harmony in the

~ midsfy of conflicting elements and a federative social
- organisation was the only thing which could grow in the
: cdung:y and thereby put an end to the other alternative of
- race-war and the extermination of ‘the conquered. Such
i -anj.ﬂérga.mggtaon came into existence with hierarchical
g ,gradnsmion diverse communities and with social duties an :
- means of livelihood attached to each of them. In this W&
the principle of equality was sacrificed but in its place the
~ lower orders received a guarantee for the protection of life
. and property and proper chances for the maintenance of
~ life. This was, in short, thef real explanation of what
. Europeans call caste system the prejudices and idiosyn-
. cracies associated with which call fovth their sneer and
. perpetual ridiculed

The so-called caste system thus came mto existence  '

A,as the result of a long social evolution extending over
tmllemuums It has undoubtedly its defects The ex-
By flusive:ness of the communities at the top, their tendency

’130 repel the lower ‘orders and their hankering for
Rohtlcal power to%’thar with the consequent disunion
* bric of India. It stands even
ent yet aggresslve type of socmi»

) ihd great harm to the soci

L. ] L
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,mzal whitle’ o&,whlch they came to form a part, though ik
subordlnatqd some of their ‘interests to those of others.
~ The ideal, of equality has been the watch-word of European
 thinkers but, in_practice, #is profession of equality has
Jailed to solve ‘the %undamenﬁba.l problem. The Hindu.
. may be accused of pmjhdmes and superstitions, of hatred
“and abhorence but he can never be arraigned on a charge
%ot wilful extermination of the conquered aborigines, as has
been the case in lands settled by the white races in course-'. &
of the last three centuries.* And this is proved by the evi-
o denw of the history in India. The most primitive races still
‘survive here and still thrive with a vigorous and virile
~ existence; whereas in the lands colonised by the white
~ races they have all been wiped out of existence. Their
~ relics have found place in the museums, where they evoke
~ merely antiquarian interest and prove the *tm‘hh of thej{"
~ law of surylva,l of the fittest. -“‘
~ In course of time the two higher castes, the Ka&«’
- lriyas and the Brahmins became prominent in the sphere
ol socml hfe_. The Ks&tmya a.tta,med power a.nd pommm by










T el Caste argamsazzon not ﬂMv: oot

o “The earliest social arrangements or the oldest a,ss1gn‘ i

' ments of economic functions, did not last long, but were

~ modified in course of time. #Invaders, and en:ugrants from
~ outside were admitted into the fold of the Hindu social .

x syetem Even the abongma.l people as well as outcastes were -
gmdualky -assigned a place in society and had their status
~elevated out of necessity. The rules of endogamy or ex-

~ ogamy were not so rigid and thus there was an easy perio-
~ dic self—adjustment which satisfied the changing require<
~ments of society, Occupations were changed w1thout4h1ﬁ1
culty and the vigor of social life wa$ not obstructed. But
- this did not last Jong and the epochs preceding the Muslim
ccmguest as'well as the period of Muslim domination saw

le continuous working of these reactionary tendencies
whmh culminated in the narrownig down of the intellectual

_outlook, debasement of the spiritual ideal and the introduc-

. :t»wn of stagnation and rigidity fh social matters. The con-

ceptwn of the semi-rigid Varnas was displaced by that of

,dlr-tzght caste-compartments which split up Indian society

~ into a vast total of narrow communal groups existing only

~ for themselves and uitterl‘y oblivious of the interests of that -

' whwh they 1 ed ami to WhOSﬁ normal ]ife.‘_
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| gmupﬁ;gaAs the*members of the dlﬁer&t: caste looked to*tr

- their own narr@ interests, this caste spirit Weﬂ nigh led to
»'“ the dlsm\;egration of Indla,n society. :

.hq’

AFbsence § ezuahty}

i “fﬁ type:of social adjustment, the idea of equality
was evidently absént or perhaps it was not a necessary
factor at all, since there was the law of Karma which ex-
plained the causes of inequality—inequalities of birth, m-
equalities of social privilege, inequalities of economic pros-
perity and, last of all, in the amounit of happiness enjoyed by
different individuals, The belief in Karma and rebirth has
been one of the psychological factors in the history ofIndian

wculture. For, if personal ambitions, class hatred and other

- factors did not fail fo contribute to social unrest, wars and

; .;revalutlons, the masses as a whole remained ébntent with

their social lot and in the midst of the turmoils and vicis-

~ situdes which disturbed the peace of the country: such

& : contentment was a great boon to the people of India. i

R By ‘t.lt 'had lt/s suliar quota of évils. Soclety in India
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hfe to a sort; of static suﬂicwncy dlvested of movements or

upheavals of classes. The result has been that in the midst
of the vicissitudes of fortune, India while she retained her \
outward prosperity, lost to a great extent the impulse for

progress. Consequently, she became weaKened and dur-
ing certain periods, the spirit of advamement OF progress
was nullified altogether. ‘

e

The Individual in Society :—

As stated ahea,dy the compartmental lelSlon of the
_communify came to be strengthened by the assignment of
social duties and means of livelihood. Each com-
munity or class with its peculiar duties assigned, con-
tributed to the normal working and welfare of the
 whole system, each functioning as the limbs of a living
“organism. Society depended upon fhe co-operation of
the classes and its happiness as well as that of
each of these limbs depended upon the normal working
Pt these latter. In a primitive but progressing society this
type of organisation did much to prevent the growing
class war and the domination of accumulated capital or the
ri'se of a capitalistic aristocracy. For the government and

per working of the class-limb, regulative authority
was mested partly m theundwiduals, above him 1n the
famxly and higher up in theqclass or the caste-group. The
tﬁstoms; and convenmms of -each recelved proper sooial
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recognition and contributed to social sofidarity-. A cer-

tain amount of autonomy was thus vested in the different

limbs of the social whole.

Forming part of the autonomous limb, the 1nd1v1dua.1
was fo devote his' attention te his own self- realisation,
_consistent with the welfdre of the whole of which he
formed a part, namely, preservation of life, acquisition
of the means for self-preservation and the advancement of
the family iffterest, propagation of the family without de-
triment to«the other members of the community, enjoy-
ment of aequisitions and devotion to higher intellectual
and spiritual pursuits. These aims, summed up as the
Purusarthas or Caturvargas, defined the social and intel-

lectual lithits of the individual. The individual was look-

ed upon by the law-givers as the primary unit and basus
of social life, the foundation of material welfare and the -
soul of organised existence. As the well-being of society

~ depended on his activity and co-operation, and the main-
tenance of the social order, the highest emphasis was laid

upon it and the maintenance of this order was regardegi
- or looked upon the pnmary function of the rulers

~-society. -
Sub]ect to hmnatlons, the 1nd1v1dual e




.»'tha norcmal Worklng oI
he in ham a.long with his socml
.functxons and duties. iy
~ "The greatest possible emphasm was laad upon the in-
g "‘~'d1vzdual and in India thesindividual received a higher re-
;"Logmtmn than in any primitive or mediaeval sociely.
, “The’ mupept of the mdwmual and his rlghts was subjec-
. tive and not obJectlve The individual in India was not
a mere means but an end in himself. The malser of his own
- destiny, solely responmble for the merits and demerits of
~ his own in this life and in that beyond, he was an end in
" himself. Almost all the great teachers made the greatest
~efforts fo have the individuals perfected. The govern- °
- mental organisations guaranteed his life and promoted his
earthly interests. Subject to the social regulations, he was
to make efforts for the fruition of his moral, intellectual
and spiritual aims. Moral duties and spiritual obligations
other than those enforced by the state were assigned to him.
He was to oonmbute hls social, moral and spiritual quota™
to the well-being of humanity in general by aftaining méh-
{al ;fand moraal discxplmm by pmcreMlng and maintaining
am ‘ carrying on the mred studies.
artly aelf—mcurmd amd pal;tly




~ also assigned a high ‘place to the spiritual element in life.
~ Such was the social outlook with regard to the indivi-
dual, and this was rather peculiar fo India.
© Women :—In the pecuhar socio-economic system- the
‘position of women| was very high—perhaps higher than
_that enjoyed by the fair sex elsewhere in the ancient and
mediaeval world. In the Vedic age, women were equals
of their brethren, for we find them carrying on higher
. intellectual pursuits, participating equally in sacrifices
‘along with. their husbands and exercising supremacy in
their households. India excepted, no other country in the
“ancient world assigned to women so high a place in social
and intellectual life. gl
~ This continued uptil the latest days of the Vedie and‘ S
~ Epic period and even during the age which saw the com-
~ position of the canonical literature of the Buddhists. But
~ after that, t.here was a reaction which was ushered in
-the prematum mass movements of the suceeding period
and the evﬂ effects as well as the unsocial tendencies
mm, whmh Awall—mgh assailed the foundation
; | “_ferthe peace and happmess of conjt
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action, the Greco-Roman ideal of perpetual tutelage of
women strengthened the social sentiments which are re-
flected in the pages of the Manava-Dharmasastra and . i
other later condifications (See Supre II pp. 129.)

Yet many of the vestiges of their rights and privi-
leges remained. Women continued to hold property in
their own right and there was hardly any bar to their 4
holding the regal office or the exercise of regal functions
and duties, as have been pointed out already.

The State:—Existing side by side with this social
organisation and exercising almost co-existant functions,
with it and absorbing as well as regulating the energies.of
the community came the state organisation.

A comprehensive definition of the state is lacking in
the older records, but Kautilya seems to emphasise the
human’ element ‘in it ( “gemfz wod =@gewr A= & gda”)

~and following him all Hindu lawgivers assign the great-

_est importance to this personal element in it. In theirgs

?ey,es, the state comprised a territory inhabited by a co?-
munity with the object of maintaining life and property
with a view fo pave the way for the fruition of man’s mate-

‘rial objectives. The Hindu concept of the state was rather®
very wide though it lacked the technical precision or
definition imposed by modern writers. As the social out-

~ look was very comprehensive and society did not stand for.m e

- a narrow and homogeneous structure, the- ea,rly concept of
the Rat was wide and all-embracing. 1t lacked the nar-

« rowness of the mtyastate or the limitations of religion and

ustom, and \?verstepped from the begmmng the limits ¢
ring - 1




Polmoal Spgculaﬂom and Tdeals

', as we have pourted out already, and as we shall
discuss later on in detail, was primarily to pave the
wdy for Quman self-realisation in the material or the socio-
economic s‘phere : :

One of the salient features of this Rat was the erection
of a disciplinary organisdtion vested with powers of chas-
tisement so as to keep the individuals and communities
free from aberrations within and dlsturbanc?s from
without. Its functions were primarily social and eco-
nomic and. secondarily political, if we are permited to use
that word. . |

This original Rat concept was later on masked by sub-
sequent ideas and developments relating to the Rastra
but it retained some of its tnderlying principles to
the Tast.

Economic Aspect Emphasised :—The maintenance of
the socm economic’ fabric was the primary duty predomi-
natlng in the concept of Rat. The individual living i
* society was an end in himself and the objgct of the govern
~mhental organisation was primarily to guarantee a
 scope for the fruition zof his material desires and as |
- dependa;nt on the ma.mtena‘nce of order, the po‘




Artha.éastms iormad a school
~ Economic duties absorbed the ma]or attent.lon of the
.~,_»_,,head of the state machmery and in India we find that the

| 0N ugnculture and industry but also to the suppres-
g 'mon of ‘capitalism. This being the dominating idea, tho
~ Indian -people were not slow to arrive at equitable adjusl-
~ ments of social profits. The claims of the labourers re-
ceived recognition in very early times and the schedule of
©  customary profits which we find recorded in the Artha-

~ #astra as well as in the Epic, testifies to the high social

Wmdom of the Indians,

"proﬁts to the ‘WQrkma.n but were determined in their oppo-
sition to cornering and capitalism, Usiiry came to be con-

- They were not content merely w1th granting equiﬁable- :

ned even before the aage of - t‘he Dharma-Sutras vhﬁula
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_ The condemnation of capitalism was not the peculiar
ideal of ancient India. The plea of social solidarity re-
mained predominant in the country; the life of the indivi-
dual was consldereq as bomethmg sacred and rulers were
enjoined upon to see tha{ no one lost life on account of
poverty or want of food. From the earliest times, we find
kings building alms-houses, keeping stock of corn for
times of distress and taking emergency measures for the
protection of life in times of famine and scarcity. The
king’s dutieés lay not merely in chastising the wrongdoers
but also in finding sustenance for his subjects.
That was the essence of Palana. The Smritis eulogise in
the highest terms a king who performed these duties pro-
perly while the distress of a king's subjects was regarded
as the result of the king's own sinfulness.  In the Maha-
bharata, such a king is condemned to a life in hell while
the prosperity of a king's subjects was an indication of
his future welfare in Heaven. ; ¢

The peculiar Indian ideals of social solidarity not
only made it incumbent on a ruler fo do his utmost for
the safety and prosperity of his subjecis but also empha-

sised active duties of assistance bn all the individual
members of the community. From the Vedas downwards_
umﬁ' ce. s pralsa&f while mggardhness was a_ sin




'Ahnost ultra—soclahstlc as these passages appear to be, they
may not be taken very seriously. But this type of idea-
lism influenced the codes which were in acceptance in the
“country and we have more than one passage that a man
"mmmiting theft of foodstuffs for the preservation of his
~ life was notto be regarded as a wrongdoer at all.f

iy Many of the ideas which were evolved in more. an-
cient times found expression in the writings of Kautilya.
. the greatest exponent of the Hindu theory of government.
.~ His socio-economic aim have been discussed by many
3‘* modern writers. He stands for an economically self-suffi-
~ cient state capable of maintaining its population and gov-
G emed by a ruler who, by his ownership of the great national
~sources of wealth, was to confer the maximum of material
beneﬁ*a upon hlB sub]ects Many of the items included

A Innumerable mauoh msagee in the Smrxtrs and ﬁn‘anas We quote a few

F*",’ “bf them—
g : m&iauimmﬁml
mm«ﬁﬁmﬁfdn

The ideas are very old, ‘The meaning of Anna (foad) is sighificant. Annaor
food unless. given to others w f: away. tko_hmoholdsi' See alao Brhada mym s

-5.2) b find the W m




Political Speoulatwm

among the dutles of the kmg show clearty the extent of
welfare which the people expected of their ruler. The
Arthagastra code gives the lie to the modern writers who
denounce the weakness of the Indian in his political
‘genius and show\the author of the Arthasastra to have !
been a man of universal genius, who could think for all
times and ages and for all stages of society and who could
anticipate the problems which are before the statesmen
and rulers of our times. His plea for social solidarity was
‘Temarkable for he did not confine himself to the hide-bound
traditions of an unprogressive social existence. He ad-
mitted many sections of the aborigines into the folds of
Hindu society and went so far as to break the chain of
_the slave while his great contemporary in the Hellenic
~ world was justifying slavery as a divine 1nst1tut10n

[

The Political Machinary

- The perenninal social conflict as well as the ever in-
creasing oomplexit of social life contributed to the
- strengthening of tha authority of the chief who was en
tmtad wzth the vduty of dispelling foreign enemies, of
i | " ithin the community and who became
sortant factor in the working of
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supreme and unquestioned. With the acceptance of the
principle of hereditary succession, security of tenure was
brought in . And as time went on, the idea of sovereignty, .
universal and indivisible, came to be evolved. The primi-
tive Rat, became identified with the Rajan and the king be-
came the universal ruler of the tribe and the master of its
territories as well as natural resourses, subject only to
the customs and conventions which were deemed sacred
and of which the moral guardianship came to be vested in
the Purohita—the King’s “alter-ego”—and the priesthood
who preserved and transmitted from father to son the tradi-
tions and ideals of the tribe. As time went on, the regal
authority was consolidated though occasional instances
of irresponsibility continued to be checked by tyrannicide
or social ostracism. The identification of the Rat or the
the Rastra with the sovereign authority of the Rajar led
to the formation and the elaboration of the political con-
_cept of the state.

 Monarchy eatolled :—This monafchical state which
. was evolved in the Kuru-Paficala region became the ideal

¢ oi Hindu political thinkers. All other forms of Govern-

~ment namely, vepublican tribal states, democratic
~ ganas as well as oligarchic confederations gradually dis-

appeared The wider Rastra idea undermined the nap-
- row basis of clan rule ‘and monarchy which put an end to i
class war or caste conflict and which paved the way to a

lasting social wdjustment in the midst of dlSCOI'dS was
welm n account of 1ts mnm nee‘. of a stable social
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~ The evolution of the idea of state in India was the
result of a long and continuous process and its relation to
the social structure was peculiar. While the social orga-
nisation busued itself with the maintenance of the social
structre the formﬁlatlon of the social will and the elabo-
ration of the moral ideal, the political organisation devoted
itself to the protection of society from outside attacks and
the elimination of the conflict of classes or the violation
of the social rule on tha part of the individual,—elements
which were. deterimental*to man’s safety and progress.

Theories of the origin of Society and Government :—-

Almost all Indian accounts agree in atiributing the
origin of Sovereignty or government to a contract. Man
dictated by instinet or natural law must live in society in
order to ensure his personal safety. Once society is estab-
lished, conventions come into existence and the conduct of
men are to be subjected to a regulative authority. For the
observance of these, the necessity of a coercive power is felf.

as due to aberrations in hyman conduct, which, owing
to the inﬂuences of desire or greed, make 1nd1v1duals or
classes go against the common weal. Aberrations a
o "produced by the obliteration of Dharma which, wco_
i ndmn concepmon is an ob)ectwe reﬂecmon e '
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the normal workmg of the nght prmclpie Dandamtl or the
code of coercion was evolerd. It regulated human
~ condult by awarding punishment for violation of.
_ the social canon and by conferring rewards upon the vir-

" tuous It thus became the external bond, which in the

absence of Dharma went to ensure the existence and pro-
gress of men in civil society. The right to award punish-
‘ments was naturally vested in the state which guided the
external relations of men.

The basic idea in the prommlgation of Dandaniti (or ..

regulated violence) was primarily the maintenance of order
and not the elaboration of freedom as with the modern
Western thinkers. The working of this ‘law meant an equi-
‘table opportunity granted to each member of the state by
* defining and safeguarding him and his relation to the
- whole. This concept of order was based on that which
~ was supposed to run through the universal system. Yl

Scope of State Action :—

The reahsatlon of this order meant that the indiyidual
must have a free scope for the fruition of the aims of his

lhfp and that his life musit be guaranteed and at the -f
same time opportunities must be furnished so that he can =

e bring his life to parfectlbn In the words of hte—-f‘mk &
live and let live” bpcamb from the enrl;est times iho




ot the arts of hfe agnculture trade and commbrce all
- came within the sphere of the state action and this
was from a very early period. Such ideas are present even
in the inaugural \hymns of the Vedic period and we have
practical illustrations oi,t&ns in the Jatakas, the Epics and -
- . the Puranas. & 4
~ The state thus became sormethmg more than a police
organisation. Its chief aim was the realisation on the part
of its members of all posslble benefit as far as the material
#spect of life was concerned. The normal working of the
whoke social organism with its diverse elements came
~ under its superintendence. Consequently, its activities
was not_confined to the bestowal of benefits on a particular
class or section. It was conceived as a true commonwealth
- which stood for the happiness of all. .Its government
iy ﬁr&nseended all considerations of.class rule ‘or monopoly -
for a dommam ma]onty as with thmkers of the mod 1)
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detenora;twn in thls life. It wag thus something

.f‘whwh depended on the development of the inner man.

‘The state could but control external actions; and could
hardly establish a real moral sta.nda,;:d

But moral self-realisation was possible only in a‘state

~ of freedom from the engrossing influence of the materialis-

tic world. The state by maintaining order simply ensured

- the individual's freedom to realise it. Consequently, the

 state was the means, which paved the way for the develop— |

~ ment of morality rather than the supreme expression

;' morality or order as was the prevailing idea of the Greeks

~or as some of our Weslern idealists, like Hegel would

have it.

The State Not An End But A Means :—

The most important point for us thus is to note
that the Indians regarded the state solely as a means, and
never lcoked upon it as an end in itself. In this connection
divergences existed in the past and exists even to-day
 between the Indian and the Western outloo@, The

Greek with his aesthetic concept of life, constantly
;-theught of realismg his 1deals in an orgamsad;lon which
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Tgfpe of State vmgamsatwn a.ml G’overnment &

Wlth smh‘ a socml orgamsatmn and with such a
peculiar eoncegmonnﬁl state authority the tendency was to-
wards a stable equi 1br1un} in social life. The authority
of the king, which had increased from the earliest times to
to the Maurya period, was devoted to the performance of
those duties which were calculated to put an end to class
~ war and the conflicts'between different groups. The eco-
~ nomic policy of the state was directed towards the grant
of equitable opportunitie§ to the different sections of the
- community. This nullification of class war, though it
~could not be regarded as having been of ideal perfection
~ led to the elimination of peremnal gtrifes which charac-
~ terised social life in the city states of Greece or that
~ dumng the early pha.ses of the development of Républican
- Rome. Politics in its original narrow _sense _did mot
~ develop within the Indian social frame, and even during
e complex stages of evamon class-war or timocratic

SR
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political independence occasioned by the Muslim conquest
aé India.

The autonomy granted to society and its quasi-in-
dependent existence did not stand in the way of progressive
evolutioin or retard the adaptability of the Indian people
to ‘changed circumstances. Conservation and self-preser-
vation was attained partly through the agency of religion

and the aristocratic social organisation. Violent changes -

could not be introduced all on a sudden and the will of the
multitude was never recognised as being the most
pre-eminent social force, as in the Western countries.
This had its drawbacks but the non-recognition of this
popular. will as the potent force in all social movements
did much to preserve the individuality and the culture of
the race. Compared and contrasted with the political
theories which gained ground in Europe in the last two
centuries, there was much that stood in the way of the in-
dividual and his supposed political rights. Whether this
~was worthy of universal condemnation is yet to be seen.

Political experiments in the west have not yet, ended and .

new economic factors introduced by scientific inventions
adding to man’s power of exploiting nature and
to the potentialities of the individual are still operating.
Democracy today is an accepted principle but democracies
have now been found to be incapable of solving all the pro-
- blems of man. The conception of man’s primary rights is
being seriously challanged everywhere. The liberty of .,
the individual which was the war-cry in all revolutions
is proving to be nothing more than a myth. Everxwhere
democracy is giving place to dictatorship and dictators
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Nationalism  a 22—7
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while professing to be the agents of popular will are doing
their best to make themselves more autocratic than the
autocrats whose authority they have subverted.

Germs of Natmnalzsm —

Nationalism in its modern sense did not exist in Irfdia
nor in the rest of the world. But we have vague ideas of ‘a
common socio-political group deriving strength and
solidarity from the unity of the race and the adoptich
of the sanfe language, manners and customs. These
ideas are found first in the Arthasastra but owing to the
weakness of the political power, the constant changes
of allegiance, the ever-varying boundaries of the staie-—
they failed to take root in the soil. But as pointed out
already, the-different provinces in India tended towards
becoming quasi-national units. (Supra II pp. 181-3).
The muslim conquest brought a new consciousness in
opposition to the invaders.

In course®of the war against the Muslim rulers national
sentiments and consciousness arose in the different parts
of India, namely, in Maharastra, in the Punjab, in the
South and in Rajputana, and this has already been
pointed out. ;

{Under British rule the horizon of political aspirations
has cleared and national consciousness has grown in all .the#«

~ parts of India. This miitates to some extent against the ",‘j
;0ld Pan-Indian idea, but still it is a force which will goa
'uieng way to the politlcal regen'eratlon of India.
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" Epilogue

Thus far the author has attempted a brief survey of
the political life and aspri‘ations of a race which has in the
midst of many vicissitudes managed to preserve its indivi-
duality and lives yet to bridge the vast gulf between that
hoary antiquity which saw the dawn of its culture and the
modern age of science and progress that has revolutionised
the very outlook of human existence and thoroughly ™
reshuffled the social life of mankind.

Of all the ancient civilisations, that of India still
subsists and with all her political deterioration she can
offer still to the new world the Gospel of social peace, reli-
gious toleration and political harmony in the midst of al-
most insuperable differences. In the domain of politics
proper she can still offer the ideal of a paternal state, look-
ing to the material welfare of all classes of its subjects and
extendmg its protection to peoples of different creed or
culture—a state which looks to the adjustment of the
claims of labour in opposition to the exploitation of capi-
tal, rising high above the conflict of classes or the arro-
gance of party groups. it

The culture of India is very old but its prolonged exmt»‘_ Fret
ence has not exha,ustedhher intellectual vitality, her ene
i OF productxﬁtv in the material sphere of life. Even w—day
mﬂ:m is producing some of the finest specimens of hum
miy taking their rank with the best repre sentative “f the
Wost in the domain of soleueei,phxlhy, i
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and politics. This shows that« neither the race nor its
genius is exhausted.

India has yet a furture, and with a hﬂle reshuffling
of her social structure and a reorganisation of her rightful '
forces she will be ere long on the way to gain her rightful
place in the society of nations.

For the present her social and political outlook is not
so clear as any believer in her destiny would expect.
Suffering from the evil consequences of economic ruin,
social disintegration and the conflict of classes there are
very few signs of her ever increasing social solidarity. To
add to these, there are disruptive tendencies within the
fold of her social life, heightened by the outbreak of com-
munal conflicts between the great communities inhabit-
ing her. This last has been the result of the nullification
of the rapprochement between the two great communities
in' India as well as of the forcing of the religious question
into the domain of politics.

But let us hope that all these disrupting tendencies
will cease to operate and that the present conflicts will end
in a closer understanding and that those prejudices and
vagaries characteristic of our present-day rural life giving
rise to political narrowness and social intolerance will cease-
to exist. Then the vision of a greater and re-united India
will come before the eyes of her people.

" With a view to regenerate India the different sections
of her people must give up their narraow angle of vision
and unite for a common national purpose. In solving her
problems they must be actuated by the dynamic western
ideal of progress and socm.l expansmn. But we must not »
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entirey loose sight of the principles which had in the past
contributed much to the evolution of India’s social and
political life. *Mere imitation of the West will not solve
her problems but will bring instead the catastrophe of a
communal war and perennial racial hatred. But a policy
of harmony and social co-operation evolved out of the
best traditions of the past will lead us Lo the path of conso-
lidation and progress. ?

In the midst of conflicts and turmoils, there is still
hope. Perhaps the long expected federation of the peoples
and provinces of India into a great commonwealth will be
a reality, though for the preséht under the aegis of the
suzerain power.

Once united in a common purpose, India will march
ahead and throw off the shackles of past prejudices and
present impediments. She will take her place in the front
rank of nations and contribute her quota to the peace and
progress of humanity.
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