The Asvamedha

S

The Aévamedha was performed by great princes like Bharata,
Durmukha and Atyarsti. Many repeatedly performed it, Bharata
being credited with the performance of 133. horse-sacrifices.
A study of the above details clearly shows how sacerdota-
lism was making a bid for the establishment of an orderly
isovereign authority, closely modelled on that which prevailed
'in the universal system. As the Devas were the universal rulers,

| and as the king was (transformed into) their mundane counter-

| part with similar rights and responsibilites vested in him, the
co-operation of these powers was sure to bring all-sided prosperity
to men. Sacrifice brought such a desired harmony, between the

. divine and human elements with the result that not only peace

and order was maintained, but the forces and resources of

. nature came to the assistance of men. A faith in the ideal of

| happiness resulting from this co-operation is apparent from

the king’s prayers in the Rajasiiya and the Agvamedha. We
quote one hymn connected with the latter (V&j. Sam. XXIL 22).

“Oh! Brahman! let there be born in the kingdom the

. Brébmana illustrious for religious knowledge; let there be

born the R&janya heroic skilled archer, piercing with shafte

mighty warior ; the cow giving abundant milk ; the ox good

at carrying; the swift courser; the industrious’woman. May

k Parjanya send rain according to our desire. May our fruit

~ bearing plants ripen. May acquisition and preservation of

. property be secured to us.”
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v Be. in connection with Duviratra ceremony, we_are told that
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Political Evolution
Constitutionalism
; #
WaiLe ritualism masked the social outlook, momentou,ﬂ;q'
changes influenced politics, Monarchy came to be established on -
a firm footing and the king came to enjoy a constitutional
posmon, by virtue of well-defined functions and duties formally
vested in him, rather than subsisting on the mere personal !
relation between him and his subjects, which was ligble to &
dxsruptlon with the rise of strong rivals near him. Various
causes and circumstances helped the elimination of the claims
of rivals and kinemen and it is easy to find a decided tqndency 9
towards the acceptance of the sole anthority of the king together \
“with the establishment of rules of - hereditary succession. The
religious hteratum gives us instances of such. For, in the Péfica
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with the performance of this ritual by the Kapeyas, the king |
- of the Caitrarathi family became the sole ruler to the exclusion
of his kinsmen (Paica Br. XX. 12. 5. eg., qim 3 ﬁll"’
CmOM WS ERE SRR A GE | mmiimﬂu
gww ya fvata ). Lack of evidence stands in
th ay of our multiplying such instances, but the tendency is

olaar and unmistakable and we find ample confirmation - fmli 5
* the ritual co; iected with royal mauguratxon which oonianed :
sole ruhnga honty tothe kmg




ther causes and circumstances. First of all, an austooracyaf
‘blood and service grew up and supported the king’s interest,
- All authority came to centre in the royal person and the old
s hng -electors themselves, became dependents on royal will,
- Instead of Rajakrts or Rajakartdrah, they came to the termed
Ratninah or jewels round the throne. Some of them came
- to be distinguished by the name of Rajaviras (king’s fighters or -
ﬁupport.ers) and figure prominently in the ritualistic performances
. associated with the R&jasiiya or the Rad-yagfia. We have described
“these in detail in connection with the Coronation eeremonial,
but here we may repeat that the Ratninak included some of the
early officials in the royal entourage, while the R#javiras com-
prised the kiug’s brother, his sons, the Purchita, and the Queen,
in addition to the Sita, the Grimani Ksgattr, and the Samgrabits.
(see Pafica Br. X1X. 1. 4. w#} § @tu uy sgmwsim, usymar
w uvwgay gifesy wfedt @ gaw WA WW ¥ Guyiar 44
gtu Y sgawe=mfa 1) Not to mention the Réjaviras, there also
grew up an influencial mobility who came to be known as
e Raja-mateas. They are mentioned in the Kangitaki B:.
XU 6) and in the Sankhayana Srauta Satra (XVIL 5. 3. 4.),
but no details are known. We find also repeated mention of the
Rl]anya-vandbus or those to whom villages were granted.
. Becondly, the king's position was strengthened by ﬁﬂ‘,x
linnoe with the priestly bodies, whose importance we shall
scuss later on. As there was a preponderance of ritual,
' _ ‘ l!’ charictenm a period of transition from triballism to a \:':',
1e "type of regal antbonty) kings came to lean on the suppotpﬂ, ‘




g This mtroduoad fundamenml changes in polm 1ideals and ~,'fi.

- also modified the angle of vision so far as it related to political
concepts. The chief ideal both in society and in pohtlcs was 8
regulated social existence, with well-defined duties and functions
on the model of the universal system, Through the agency .
of ritual, the favour of the gods was assured to the king and as
such, an amount of sanctity attached to his duties and functions.
In lieu of this divine aid, the king was compelled to keep his
pretensions within bound and to acknowlege subservience to the -
ministers of religion. The result of this mutual rapprochement
wag that, while the promise of divine aid ensured the loyalty of
the people by clothing the royal person with a vestment of
sanctity, the king in his turn was compelled to depend on the
principles inculcated by the priest-hood and his irresponsibility
was checked.

Monarchy came to be glorified. It was clothed with a
higher moral sanction and became not only regal but sacerdotal.
In the eyes of his subjects, the king's functions and duties
partook of the nature of those vested in the divine rulers. As
such, not only did he protect life and property, but performed
sacrifices to win divine favour for his people. The Ragtrabhrt
oblations clearly point to this spiritual function of the king and
some passages speak.of the king’s protection of the Ragfra by

- means of Brakmacarya and Tapas. ( wwredw augr Ust Uy &
F A VTV AN

\
* According to the BrAhmanical theory, Satya and Ria as well as Tapas on the pon 5
of the Creator, caused the evolution of the universal sy sum Indra won his position ‘and ;

| the gods their immortality by Tapas (R. V., X. 178 ; Taitt, Br. 1L, 12, 8. 1; Sat. Br. XL
C5.8.1; XIL 3. 4. 1),
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| The Priest-hood 159

Wm the king came to be regarded as tho protectof‘

}j;; ‘d Dharma and of the Br8hmanas as would appear from the

formula uttered by the RajlkartSrah in proclaiming a newly

- consecrated king (eg. “uwmwit uy:.....wladwf fawags-

anfyufacafa. - fammwsfa wfaamt vengafa swost Aegafa
wdw Mmigwta ete. Ait. Br. VIIL 17).
THE PRIEST-HOOD.—While royalty was thus glorified

- and regal anthority deified through priestly support, this brought
~ the latter to the fore-front. The representative of the sacerdotal

order, the Purohita came to the front rank of state-functionaries
and Br8hmanas as a class came to be regarded with weneration

- and styled as mundane gods. (See éatapatha II. 2. 2. 6, xar &

T Fan Wy P/ wH T WIWAL.. AAWEEEAG € €T AgwIAEAi
wrsrwi ete.). This was due to their close connection with the

ceremonial which brought moral sanction to royal authority and
gave the anointed prince a sacred character. We have already
alluded to the fiction of the king's becoming the son of the sacri-
ficial priest aud this shows the importance of the priest-hood,
THE PUROHITA.—The Purohita stood out fore-most
and was regarded as the alter ego of the king. If the king was
the counter-part of Indra and Varuna, he was the incarnation

~ of Brhaspati and performed the Brhbaspati-sava (Taitt. Br. IL
w 1 w un sewifed gewfavawga zami gau assafafy

:
e

g uRwmga § qamt gauaasey 1), He was regaided as half

of the king and his blessings brought victory in war. He
 nppeased the gods and without him they did not accept,
Moﬁuﬂsﬂbya king (aw @ wgifyaw W 2a1 ww

. wgfm asmgweA s Aved giigdta 1) At the inter-
cession of the Purchita, the gods protected the hngdom'
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an Bo- a kmg was to oansec ate aE’urohxta and t.b man wae _;o
looked upon as the protector of the the lungdo (Réstre

loyal and prosperous, (g®a’ ﬁm[ WAt g gifea
waw wa wald 339 awan,} g€y fae avwd agie gifvead
fam: €wAd dgET CAEAR TG FrHQ faxrq wwdite: gafem

Ait. Br. VIIL 25).
The Purohita was thus not a mere prxest He reprelented

moral authority and was an adviser on important affairs of state..

_He meems to have accompanied the king in battle on his

chariot and it was he who on behalf of the common people
adminstred the oath, both in the ordmary Coronation and in the '
Aindra-Mah8bhigeka. As such, he was honoured by the king

who accepted him as a superior and washed his feet in

submission to his authority. :
Privileges were conferred on him as well as on the

Brahmanas. His life was sacred, like the Tribunes in Rome,

Transgression meant death or deposition to kings. As champion

of the moral principle, he exercised co-ordinate authority with

_ the king and he - together «with the Brahmanas claimed abso-:
Iution from regal authority which embraced everything else in \

who conferred energy, granted success and made the peqpla

this world. This would appear from the formula uttered by the.

Bréhmanas at the end of royal consecration that the king was’
lord of everything but in the ease of the Br Shmanas their kmg

' . was.the divine Soma (.. AN FIRET UST)
b It was in the central region—ihe land of the Kurus and

the Paficalas, that this type of monarchy was gradually evolved,

Tt was there that authority was regarded as being divine or moral

rather than merely political. The tendency to irresponsibility was

b ully cheoked ﬁrst, by the prwst;s who exercised great mﬂuenw"’

|




- We have ample evidence pointing to the limited clmactqf :
: Df monarchy of this region. Thus, according to the evidence of
' the Brahmanas, the great Parikgita suffered owing to his hlgh
";,_handedness towards the Brahmanas and if we believe in the
* Epic tradition, this cost him his throne and probably his life.
. The Bréhmanas contain the tradition of the deposition of another
- prince—the Srfijaya Dustaritu Paumsiysna who was expelled
. from his ancestral (daga-purusika) domains along with his
~adviser Revottaras Patava Cakrasthapati. Instances of such
' depositions are multiplied in the Epics. The Mah&bharata
- speaks of the deposition of a king of Kogala by his subjects while
" in the ease of the Kurus, we hear of the constant interference
of the people not only in matters of succession, but in all
important affairs of state. Anpy violation of the king's duties to
his subjects, made him fear popular risings ending in expulsion
. from the kingdom, In the next section, instances from the
. Epic will be multiplied with a view to show the popular
L character of the Kuru monarchy. Probably owing to this, the
’i Kuru country was regarded as the home of constitutional rule
- and Kuru-dharma had a halo of sanctity round it. ;
~ Inspite of this universal tendency towards the consolldahon
'. commquud authority, the evolution of the political life in
{ egions was not the same. In the East,a greater amount of
8 vested in monarchs, with whgm were developed the g
monarchy and of Imperial rule. The kings of
: ’;bgaxd thémaglvea as the fathen oi then- snb;ecn =
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of (from Ja»% to give bmb
B to Janafca-—a father) The Brzhmanas speak the Sa
" or Emperors of the East, SR s
: The diversities of political evolution in the di ﬁ’erent reglons -
of India find echo in one section of the Aitareya Brﬁhmana
(VIIL. 14). TIn that section we have an account of the elevanon\
of Indra to the position of the highest Over-lord by the gods and
incidentally a mention of the various styles and dignities which
were conferred on the king of the Devas as well as on all human-f:‘\ :
performers of the Aindra-Mahabhigeka. We are told that :—
“gaat mt fefn § &= mrermi ase: arETdY i&ﬁxﬁwﬁ
waTe, saTEfufameresd | . farat kv 2 & 7 v@at vae
Meaa Asffrem——anaa aafifeaaee® ... odwi Ry
& W M=t YA Asure=i oy sfafeee .. aufs@am
fufrmmraed.....sgtwi fzfn & & ¢ utw fewas swgEr wwy
18 swTAgl ¢ auswa Asfulows. . st v aat wawai sfasat \
fefin @ & 9 FaugiamEt wwta; saqAAaat asaag Kl

The meaning of this passage is clear though in regard to the
technical terms denoting various types of sovereign authority, -
we find hardly any explanation excepting those furnished by the | \
commentators who flourished at least two thousand years later. ;
. Its evidence may be summed up as follows :— =8
That in those days, (limited) king-ship ﬂounshe@n th il
. Central region i.e. the land of the Kurus, Paficalas, Vadas and
Usinaras. In the Eastern region, Pringes arrogated to them-
selves the dignity of Samrit or a superior ruler. In the South,
the rulers of the Satvatas called themselves Bhojas or Enjoyes
Protectors, while in' the West, the chiefs and rulers styled

themselves :S{vardp Lastly, in the extreme Narthmn regi




: '-he People (Jtmpﬂdlh)
s into Vazrayya sovereignty. :
N mgard to the last passage, the significance of the subs
tion of Janapada for Rajanah attracted the attention of the
lJate Dr. Magtin Haug who found in it a clear reference tﬁ"‘
kingless form of government, In regard to Vairdjya, he poin
out that “two meanings can be given ¢ g. (1) without king (8)‘ i
very distinguished king. In this passage we must take it in
the first meaning, for, here are Janapadah ie. the people in
‘,bpposmon to the king mentioned as abhigikta, i ¢. inaugurated, 4
while in all other passages of this chapter we find instead of
them the rdjanak or kings.” ® :
~ This interpretation of Vairijya is significant in as much as
it shows that republican states existed in the extreme northern
. fringe. We have however no clear details until we come to
Panini or literature subsequent to him. From the evidence
‘of the Aitareya passage as well as that of similar ones in the
_ Brahmanic ritualistic literature, we hear of the following types
~ of sovereign authority. 4

. Svarsjya—It probably meant the dignity of a Svarft. A
prince was a Svariit, when he depended on nobody else.
'Ha was self-continent or an autocrat. so far as his governing
uthorﬂy was concerned. ( @#a WA —sole-ruler). This form
of govqmment provailed among the Apéchyas and Nicyas where

* The muuing of Vigdj will remain doubtfnl, the use of the prefix vi. may boduov_; i
m .}tw‘y mean an absence of regal authority or it may conpote a lngllq
everéign authority, Indeed, in many later works Virdt appears as the term

gn&tking& Srikrgna is called a Virat, Samrdt and Svarfit. It d‘y
¢ that erl( was ongmally the title of elected dhi'fl hthmM‘t‘,‘ il




i ohgarch;c pnnclples long nnmvad e Svar& ruler ma .
" first among equals and the evidence of the Tait Br, emﬁt‘m
it. (gus qumﬁaumﬂn wxfa @O | WY mm
wifa | fagssed sirgrg. Tait, Br. 1, 3. 2. 2) %
; Samrﬁjya—SsmrEJya was a higher type of ruli@ authonty.u |
A prince became Samrét if he was fully obeyed by all princes |
and people within his territorial jurisdiction. Samr8jya later on
came to signify an imperial overlordship especially in the East
and the Mahabharata evidence points to the hlghest soverexgn
authority being vested in such Lord Suzerains.

Bhaujya—1It signified the dignity of a Bhoja or a ruler
(enjoyer,—from an ancient root Bhuj originally meaning enjoyment, -
but later on coming to signify ruling authority) or Protector.
Probably the Bhojas of early times were the baronial aristocracy
of the South who had established themselves over a subject
population from whom they collected taxes and tributes. This =
interpretation receives confirmation from later evidence. The
 Yadava prigees assumed this title and one of the branches of the
Yadavas was known as the Bhojas. Later evidence shows the
existence of the Bhojas in the locality of Kathlwaanzerat in
the third cen. B.C. \
- II. SOVEREIGNTY.—Next to the consolidation of royal
power, ideas about the nature of the sovereign authority
became more definite. From the primary war-lord and co!lector o{

valior tribute, the king came to be regarded as a sovereign r\ilmg
over his people, the lord of the territory in which the people

. lived, of the material resources of the locality, the sole ludgd
wielding the rod of punishment and the protector of Dharma. =
. (a) The idea of territorial sovereignty became yronnnent. ’“
It was the result of the final settling down of the-tribes, and

I




,eawliar literature. Tribal nunes gave rise to placo-namu
almost all the kingdoms came to have fixed houndaries.
"the case of the Kuru country, we have a clear account of its
territorial limits. Territorial epithets came to be applied to
princes. We have innumerable instances of this in the
Bréhmanic literature. A king Pritipiya of the Kuru family
ip decribed as Balhika (Sat. Br. XII. 9, 3. 3.); a second prince
- Bbima is described Vaidarbha or ruler of the Vidarbha region ;
. two other princes Dhrtarfigtra and Ajstadatru are designated
Kﬂya or ruler of the Kasi kingdom; two princes of Kodala
~ are described as Kaudalya i.c. Para Atnira and Hairanyangbha
~ Buch local epithets are very common and we find them

applied even to ordinary people, to distioguish them from
" others of the same name. Thus Proti is called Kauédmveya, Citra
~ is called Gangdyani, Aévalfyana is called Kaugalya, while one
. more is ealled Naimigya. The importance of this conception

of territorial sovereignty is also felt in the Coronation ritual.

The king as we have seen, is made to ascend the quarters i e,

~ the North, South, Fast and West, symbolic of his supremacy

over these regions. Furthermore, as will be pointed out, the
imersm overlord’s ideal of conquest embraced the whole
- region of the country then known extending form the hills to

.~ (b). In regard to the mewer ideas as to the nature of ;
Yngy; gome further light is thrown by the R8jastiya ritual,
"WMM olr&dy, in the Abimecamya the king wu maﬂo ]

e %hasmn Vakpati, Rudra Pogupati, Mitra Satya, and
) A;mthtmwhmimwwi&mﬂ




~ but the text as well as the interpretation is so clear that it gives
& full import of the ceremonies and their constitutional signif
. cance. The priest himself, thus addressed the king and prayed :—
‘ “May Savitr quicken thee for ruling, Agni for house-
~ holders, Soma for trees, Brhaspati for speech, Indra for lordshlp;
~ Rudra for cattle, Mitra for truth and Varuna for the lord“*
_of the law.”
i The meaning in apparent ; the prince was vested w:th
- supreme ruling authority and this comprised the general
over-lordship of the people, full governing authority, general -
superintendence. over the plants and animals (i.e. agriculture
and cattle) and the power of adminstering the laws as the -
Vicegerent of Lord Varuna, the divine Judge par-cscellence.
The consummation of investiture was attained by the king-elect’s
stepping over the tigerskin (symbolic of his greatness and .
conquest of enemies; of. the epithet Vyaghraprattka p. '98),
‘his investment with the wooden sacrificial sword symbolising
regal and legal authority, his identification with Indra and
Varuna, and the proclamation of his immunity from punishment
- (Adandya) which in those days made him free from the JO&IOUBY‘
or intrigue of rivals and factions. |
IMPERIALISM AND CONQUEST. — While Soverelgn \
authority was thus consolidated, the princes of those ages
- directed their attention to. _conquest. Security at home freed
; tbel& energies and these w %ﬂ devoted to exploits outside thelr
own territorial limits, The desire for universal over—lordahxp ‘*z"
~ floated before their eyes. This conquest, again, was not merely 3
an act of xmht.ary Bucoees, but came. to be




r the Aévamedha was not an ordinary mortal relying on br
. force, but was one pre-eminent among men whose dignity
tppmachad that of Indra or the other divine rulers of this
universe and as in the case of the latter, universal domunqh
rer the whole of Aryan-dom “from the hills to the sea” was
he aim of the victor. The types of imperial authority varied,
hough at the present moment we have little means of decldmg
the nature and character of the Suzerain’s authority vested by the
performance of the different rites. The only information is that
gupplied by the details of the religious literature which mention
he different inaugural ceremonies for conferring varied types
‘of authority. There was the ordinary Abhigeka or coronation
of a king and over and above there were the Vajapeya, the*
. Agvamedha, the Punaribhigeka and the Aindra-Mah#bhigeka
' all of which conferred higher sovereign power.

LIST OF CONQUERORS.—The Brahmanas and the
Srauta Sitras give us lists of such kings as aspired to universal
dominion and attained it with the performance of the varions
rites and sacrifices. 3
~ According to the Aitareya Br., the following kings attained 9
- supreme headship by the performance of the Rajasiiya and the
ﬁAmdra-Mahlbhmeka

Name of kings : country. consecrating priest.; i

. Tura Kavegseya
Cyavana Bblrguva
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adhlmﬁraus;hoftherace o b ;

of Ugrasena e Kare Parntarandﬂands
Viévakarman of the race 5
‘of Bhuvana L R K'aé_vlLa

‘Sudas Son of Pijavana ... Paﬁclla (1) Vasmha : H
Maratta, of the race of

Aviksit Samvarta Lt,glnlt
Vairocana ... Anga ... Udamaya Atreya
- Bharata, son of Duhganta ... Kura ... Dirghatamas Mlmam
Durmukha ... Paficla ... Brhaduktha

- Atyariti son of Janantapa... v . Satyahavya Vasigtha

. In the é_atapatha Brahmana, we have another list which
is of Agvamedhin kings. Thé kings who became univeraal
monarchs were—

1. Janamejaya Pariksita whose priest was Indrota Dalvipl
aunaka

e i g i ; S
. Satrdsgha the Paficala kmg o S
 Sathoiks S the Knruing

2. Bhimasena Pariksita
3. 'Ugrasena: « ,, . . %
4. Srutasena >
5. Para Atoara the Kogala ki
: 6. Parukutsa the Iksaku king b
. 7. Marutta Aviksita the Ayogava king 2 X \
\\ 8. Kraivya the Paficla king T e S
~ V' 9. Dhvasan Dyaitavana king of the Matayas | Lo,
. 10. Bharata Dauhsanti king of the Kurus e Bl v}:ﬂ:




. mentions (XVI, 97 Jmmmn UM
érnbunn, Bﬂbhl YSghtun, deoha Alhlrt

.Dt‘aratba, Bhngiratha, Dlllpa, Mandhaty, Ya)lu. Ambarhl
ﬁaﬁavmdu, Giaya, Rantideva, Saguara and Pithu,
.~ The character of this imperialism was however dl!forem
" from that which later on ended in the unification of the wboTe
. country under one sceptre. These early conquerors, as a rule, i
| remained satisfied with the acknowledgement of their aovore:gn‘
authonty and demanded of the conquered only tribute and
~gervice. Consequently, their imperialism was a compromise
between universal monarchy to the exclusion of sub-ordmalo
- princes and of  full tribal independence. The annihilation of
conquered princes was reserved for a later age and the newer

- Imperialism arose in the East.
.. RETROSPECT AND SUMMARY OF POI#TICAL

®
‘ ‘ VOLUTION -—Before we pass on to the next chapter. we mm;‘

’tary aristocracy and a pnee&hood. "
; chrangh ritnal and religio




Lﬂ) Deﬁmtlon bf the funcuons of gover
 (4) Desire for the establishment of unive
 All these have been described in detall but somethmg j
.f'-'fl‘reqmrea to. be said about the influeuce of the [jnrst -hood and the £
- compromise it brought about. X .»_’a
.+ The priestly families who gained a recognized position in
The priesthood try  POlitics, presumably cast their influence on tho
to ostablish a halance.  gide of the de facto ruler. That was some-
thmg the importance of which could not be minimised In our
own daye Clericalism is a force in Europe and the authority and
voice of the priests and bishops still predominates in many
“countries, In the Middle ages or the Dark ages, it was greater.
It was they who ruled the minds of men. They made and unmade
princes and humbled their proudest opponents to the dust.
They introduced order in life. They advised the princes, they
spurred the people on to the cause of rational movements;
humanism and progress. Science and democracy have knelled
the death-knell of priest-craft but in spite of it, they are yet a
potent force in civilised Europe, which nobody can neglect. _
In India the art or the ideal of the priestly class had a
deeper inflence. It instilled in the minds of the common people
a vaneratlon for royalty and a faith in social self-realisation '
through the ruling sovereign. The anointed of Indra and Vampé
i vnoldmg their functions was one who could not. be dis-obeyed,
ce disobedience without cause was sure to bring the vengeance
‘Need of ritual; Of the angry rulers of the universe, Sacer-
pore. u'fndcﬂm dotalism thus inculcated obedience and M”»-T
gumotesd. o the permanence of allegiance so long as |
- the king injured neither in life nor limb and solongaﬂm ]
S ymnﬂ the prospemy of the commumty i




luthonty "ol glm ud
ruler of tbopcoplompuzmthmoheoh “His Oath ren
him of his pledge to govern according to accepted ﬂﬂﬂ
nduct and constantly inculeated npon him the duty of carn
“out his part of the compact entered into with the solemn
»‘ pproval of the divine rulers. While this relation between “"
" governor and the governed was thus laid down, the social and _
pohtxcal outlook widened. The conflict of classes or tbom |
 of sections passed into the back-ground and a soocial conscious-
~ness came into being characterised by a subjective veneration
' for the interest of the whole, Last of all, thers emerged that’
- longing for the establishment of universal rule which was but
~ the manifestation of the desire to realise organic uwnity so far u i
qxi related to political life. i
Sacerdotalism thus, introduced new ideas and prmcaplcl
. and masked the real character of the impending change. It
- hid from the popular attention the fact that active ‘popnlli’
* control was dmyxng In spite of this, it got approval from the
~ people since it eliminated to a large exient the elements of
. violence and disturbance, Probably, the mass of the peaceful
. Vis welcomed its influence. Chances of war or disputes for the
" throne became less common and the ordinary people promlng h_‘ i
it thought it their duty more to obey than to question. :
'~ While the pnent-hoodbecametheoxponenhola
:ooid“idul whnch they pmmn1gated and tho safety d

Ty Was deﬁnad and limitations were putm' ,;' jf ‘
vhic -E“ thus established between the two rulis
ise graveconseqmeuo!thc "




: c.omplemeuts of each other. , Their conflict was fatal to

'{'-wsrer conpexved in those days The two were mgardegl as the

e kﬁlg ‘
and the; Régtra. To the priest-hood was assigned a position of

~ moral superiority, though in the body-politic royalt.y was vested

with the highest powers and privileges. The priest in the °

~ Coronation sacrifice sat below the king. The latter in his turn.

was made to take the oath from the priest. i
‘The compromise thus arrived at was significant _and

‘rema.rkable in the history of the political evolution of India. -

It brought to a close the conflict of two opposite principles

- as well as the jarring interests and ideals of two sets of people, |

viz. the Bréhmanas and the Ksatriyas, who by their conflicts |
and co-operation have done much to evolve the various aspects of
Ipdlan culture. The race of hardy warriors, who yeamed after -
uncontrolled dominion, deified power and sovereign authorty and

4 sought the welfare of the community through its agency. 0pposed

to them were the sacerdotal caste the Brihmanas who felt more

- for the individual and looked for his emancipation thbugh his

own activity. They idolised ‘law and order and opposed violent

oommum‘y

~ one for obedience, the other for salf-realisatmn, the one for mi
4 wﬂ.i the othe:r for "

- changes.. The two thus closely connected, represented eonﬂmtmg

px;mcxp]es. The one stood for dominion and. expansies, the

s 2 whole, the other felt for the individnal, Tb@
ane stood for collectivism the other fog individual effort ; ﬂmx

- other  for, ¥stemat1&non and order, The one thought for the




‘sovereignty “ mdivxsible and abso}nte "
* mtandqd fm' the total emancipation of society from politics.
4 Kb a result of this corflict of the two peoples and the subsequent.

_ compromise, a regulated constitutional life came into being. 2
{{  'The evolution of this regime, marked the end of that
e Decay of popular  Primitive stage of polical life characterised by

. activity, lawlessness and indiscriminate popular inter-
, ference in everything. Thedecay of this popular domination is
,‘,;v‘easi]y proved by the absence of the mention of the Samitis or
. the Samgramas and the corresponding importance of the Sabka
" or the Parigat. The authority of kings legalised by the sanction
. of the gods through sacrifice, was consolidated by the alliance
. of the priesthood. Conquest beyond the limits of his state also
* strengthened the position of an abititions king.«

Yet inspite of this, kings never became irresponsible. For

_ if witual safe-guarded their position, it did not confer thereby

irresponsibility or government according to will. The king
 mnever became superior to law and in the small states of those
. days, public opinion expressed itself freely. Tyranny or
. arbitrary conduct made the king lose their sympathy and
‘ ultimatety their allegiance. We have given one or two instances
. of the expulsion of kings. This right of expelling kings on
* the part of the people is also apparent from the ritual for the

- restoration of deposed monarchs.
;‘:, " Furthermore, in spite of the consolidation of regal authonty,j
_ real sovereignty seems to have remained vested ultimately in
the people and  their acceptance retained its old importance.
| meg to the influence of the new ideas or the preponderance of
ritnalisn Mul@r Qpctxon and acceptance took a new form.

bommepaxtand pameloi the aeremony oi maugmtmn.;

%

whﬂe ~ the prient,

3
¢
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Tho formal proclama.uon and amptanoo ‘by A hr
Vestiges of election the epnn’khng eeremony ml ed £
snd popular choice.  portant as ever. More-over, the e I
presence of popular representatives in all mauguratmnq shows ¢
importance of the people. In the R&jefiya, we find not only the

Grémani, but also the representatives of the van&us orders.

In the Advamedha, too, the class representatives romained proeent

during the consecration of the horse'and its guardians were alm;
gelected out of them. This clearly shows the importance of
public opinion. In truth, the change was more of form than of |
principle, The people retained their right which they exercised
once to its very letter. But as complexities had arisen .and as-
it was impossible to consult the opinion of all individuals, their
participation in election and choice tended to take a rxtualmtlc

form. They were to remain present and at the same time they'
were to signify their approval by sprinkling water on the head of.
the new-elected instead of the practice of sounding “yes” or “no”
or by clash of arms, as in the case of other nations of antiquity.'
How arose this practice of sprinkling will ever remain = .
mystery. The water with which the sprinkling -
was done, had also its significance since it
comprised the water of rivers and seas sacred to the people:
and a mixture of these symbohsed the soverelgnty of the kuig"
over those regions, o
- Similar significance attached to the other ceremonies e.g, l*
the Chariot-race, the Cow raid and the Dice-play. Thoy show
the retention of older tests for recognising the king's supermntx |
in valour and physical prowess. His excellence in the Cow-tug
showed in him those qualifications which distinguished the ea
chlefs in the cattle foraye The Charxot-raoe too was. mpq

“Sprinkling.




vic%r was declared the winner. Similarly, the victor in the‘i
~fictitious chariot-race was regarded as the fittest man for
 kingship. The Dice-play showed the sagacity of the new king.

R

. . Nore —It would be difficult to find out exact parallels of the ideas and rituals found
“in the Brahmaga literature, but instances may be cited to show similar developments in
" Mhe history of other commuaities. The influence of cosmic beliefs ou political organisa-
 tion is found everywhere in the aucient world. In Egypt, the king was the embodiment
“of Raand his mundane connter-part, and politics was intimately connected with religious
_ beliefs and ceremonial. In the ancient Sumerian citles, the Patesis combined the functions
~ of royalty and priesthood. Similar was the case in Ancient Greece where monarchy in
- the Heroic period was more divine than regal or political. Though changes were
gradually introduced through the uprising of the popular element, much of the older
ceremonial survived. Among the Molossians, there survived the custom of consolidating
- the relation between the king and his people by a sacrifice to Zeus, after which the king
and the people swore to respect each other’s rights. (Greenidge G.C. H, p. 151), The
Romans too, regarded Imperiun as something flowing from the gods and its exercise
required divine sanction. Even after the fall of monarchy, this idea survived, Among
the Hebrews, the king was supposed to exercise the authority which was v in him
- by God and there existed the idea of a double covenant between the Al:iﬁty and
E the king and between the king and the people. Remnants of these ideas survived
_ during the Middle Ages. Modern progress had put an end to many of these ideas in the
ninotnuth century, but we often find echoes of it in the utterances of some princes. The
mon to office whether of Kings or of Presidents is often associated with Divine
vice and a complicated ritual. The king's oath even now retaing its importance in
‘ mw countries, especially in England. The oath remained of vital xmpormm in the

I

' Bpuhnoonlututmn where it s, interchanged every month between tho kinm and
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BOOK FOUR =~ VEDIC HISTORY FROM EPIcS

2
-

na ohely

Tbe Mahabharmx

Evndence' it

THE history of the later vedic age can well be gathered
from the Mahabhdrata and the Rdmayana, for, as we have

gaid already, the Epics ought to be regarded as the traditional
history of that remote period. We take the Mah&bharata first,
General political condition of India.~~The original historical
kernel of the great Epic gives us a detailed account of the Kurm
ralers of that time and incidentally furnishes us with &
¢ontemporary general account of Indian states and clans. ‘Tt
is with this only that we are concerned but before attempting
show the amount of popular authority and control over their
princes or their government, we may survey the political condi-
tion of India about the time of the Great War, ' From an analysig

l.

of the Epic evidence we know that : — B
(I). The whole of Northern India was dwlded mto a

number of states more or less independent as far a8 internal
government was concerned, but acknowledging the smramty
of tbe paramount power of the day. A

(2) That the Madhyadega or the region roumd the Kum
Politieal Nfe jn country.was regarded as the intellectual and

Mﬂsﬂm | cultural centre of the Aryans. :The manters k
73&?’ (,mstoms of ﬁeople of the western border i.e, those of MMM .
and tbe“VEﬁﬁ:as; wwere lnoked down upon by the people Ofr

71 ., %




Central reglon. On the other lmn.a Eastem Indt}was re

 as the land of the Sadras par exeellence, and this is appare
from the denunciation of Anga by the king of Madra. - -Anga,
 Vanga and the coastal regions are described in more than onéj
place as being ruled by mleccha princes, In addmon to these, s
gome of the ruling Ksatriya families of the borddr region were";,‘
regarded as Vratyas. Prominent among them were the Yadavas, .
the ruling race in the extreme south who had a sort of ollgarchlc ‘
ruling confederation, :
(3). The form of government varied. In the west, the olid :
Aryan tribal principle was supreme and there were numerous
petty states either ruled by local princes guided in all matters
by popular ‘opinion or were democratic republics. In the
central region e.g. in the land of the Kurus and the Matsyas
the rulers were princes in name only. In the Kuru country,
this popular sovereignty was so great that it is difficult to form
easily an impression as to whether the government can be
described as a monarchy at all. It is only in the east tb&
the princes had a greater chance of ruling irresponsibly. The
large number of wild tribes differing from each other in
language, religion, race and temperament, the large number
’ of elephants (a potent instrument in ancient '
warfare) found there in abundance, the
cheapness of other materials required for a fighting force all made
it easy for the eastern princes to raise large armies with which
to rule absolutely without even consulting the opinion of their
subjects. The Aryan settlers were few and these consisted
mainly of the ruling families and their hereditary officials,. and
hence there was no opposition from them, This made not
only absolut.lam possible but fostered a lust fur domamon

Kastern Imperialism-




bntslde the tribal territory which was the lnmt of dommatwn m

 the west and centre of India. To these, again, must be
attributed the fact that the East was the land where the later type
 of imperialism took its rise=~an imperialism which meant
something more than mere suzerainty and was nothing less than
universal rule to the exclusion of local princes and absolutism
to its utmost limit,

In such a state of affairs, Jarisandha, the Magadha king
thought of pursuing a policy of “ blood and iron.” He had many
‘allies, the most prominent of whom were Vasudeva, the king
of Pundra and Vanga, Bhagadatta of Ka@mariipa, and a number
of central Indian rulers including the Cedi éléupala and some
of the Bhojas.

‘Having thus given a survey of political development, we

Popular rule in the PToceed to cite evidence from the great Epic
HKuru Cogatry, to show the extent of popular sovereignty in
those days. As regards the central region, we take the Kurn

» country and describe its history in detail, because the Mah&bh#rata
records mainly the traditional history of that country. As to other
states, we have only some passing reference or some occasional
details only when we are on the eve of the great war. Under
the circumstances, lack of information prevents us from gmng
details as to most of these except the Kurus.

For the South, we must confine ourselves to the detailed
description of the Yadava constitution and narrate some
instances from Yadava history as recorded in the Epic to prove
our point.

Lastly, we must conclude by giving some details as to the
tnbal republws which retained their democratic constitution

- in the vanons parts of the country, These, as a rule ﬂ.omahed




~greas. In tho Mahibﬁlrata thesostms are ¢ :
Of these, we shall only give a list, and this will plemented
later on by short historical notices on each of ’them Bnt. e
we pass on to the other subjects, we must ma some att
to describe the general characteristics of these republics eag i

(a) They were outside the influence of the pohtacal fom\
ghnéh operated in the Madhyadega,

{b) They were dominated by some parncalar tnbe or by
members of one caste.

' The Malavas, Yaudheyas, Trigartas and some other Gam
were mainly Kgatriyas. The Vatadhapas and the Madhyamakeyas
were Brahmana ganas, while the Gramaniyas of the Indnmrg
region and the Abhiras on the bank of the Sarasvati were

éndms by caste, o

Wastd i The Kuru Country

g gy e l,,
Ta all readers of the Mahﬁbhirata it would be app n
M ‘the epic is primarily the history of the Kurn cou,uuy,‘
me the historical kernel which now forms only a small fraction
of the vast encyclopedia, we have the’ following tradltmnlll

: acconnt of the reign of five generations of the royal fam,lly h,s.

T i 24
p 4 4" %
s g - - - - . T T - g

- %-A complete history of the Kuru line of kings as well as. !he,pdmol étﬂb
Burus to the earlier Vedic tribes has already been attempted. We hold that: “the m\
uhirata is nothing bat the traditional history of the Vedic period and we bave tried to.
estgblish our point already. In a paper entitled “ Early Indian Chronology " an atten “
will be made to identify the rulers of the Kurn Jine as given in the ﬁmﬂ
.uap-m. Uht. 94 & 95) with the princes, who are found in the sguuhud ﬂhdht

.f’;:“ g ( 3 :@ ~Jn ,‘__R




Bﬂbﬂm
(mherited mltmnl“ ¥

grandfather's

dominion)

" Bhigma Vicitravirya & Citrangada
% i ik l (by second wife) i

e TN l l
- Dhrtarastra Pandu Vidura
: I | (Paragava)

I |
Duryodbana and Yujutsu by  Yudhigthira and

his 99 brothers a vaiéyd wife  his brothers
(by Gandhart) :
Pariksit

Janamejaya

Now, from the account recorded in the great Epic, we find
that in the reign of each of these kings we have some consti-
tutional events of importance to record and from these we can
:form an 1dea as to the extent of popular sovereignty, The earliest

of pa had three sons e.g. Devapi, Bahlika, and Santanu,

Do erod from some skin disease. When old, the king

thot h% 9{( nstalling Devapi on the throne and made prepara-
s for his [}nns&lture. Thereupon, the Brahmins, the elders, the

?&*P’ % | the citizens prevented him. They approached
ﬂlﬂl'ﬂ& “‘a d;ough the eldest prince was wm'bhy ant
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Dissuaded by the: force of ‘their argu t and the vhnglit
of public opinion, the king had to give way and abandog the i
idea of crowning Devapi, This however made him unhappy

§it

and he retired to the forest, Cf. ; . ‘ 10 Gl
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‘ Udyoga ch. 149,
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On his withdrawal, the, second son Balbika became k‘ing:‘»
for a time, but he too abdicated in favour of his younger
brother Santanu who was crowned king by the people and ‘the
magnates. ' ! : N

Santanu’s reign otherwise uneventful was marked towards -
its end by an event of conmstitutional importance. It mtﬁg




" Abdication of Bhisma

e LA &7 A :
- voluntary abdication of his only legitimate son and heir to the
_ throne, the celebrated Bhisma. The king being smitten with
_ love for the daughter of a fisherman, and yet not daring to accept
- her on account of the hard terms proposed by the father of
. the girl, who insisted on the stipulation that the son of his
' daughter by the king would be the heir to the throne to the
- exclusion of the virtuous Bhigma, was in a difficult position.
- The dutiful son, to fulfil his father’s wishes, boldly went to the
 fisherman and asked him to bestow his daughter on the king
and to remove all objections on his part, he voluntarily
renounced his claim to the throne in a Sabhd in the presence
" of the members. The story is given in the Adi-parva, ch. CL
- The whole transaction, we are told took place in the presence of
the members of the Sabha.

Santanu by this marriage had two sons Citréngada and
chxtravirya The elder succeeded as king but soon he was
killed in a war with the Gandharvas. The faithful Bbigma
acted as the regent of the state, serving the cause of his
minor young' brother and administered the state according
to the counsel of his jealous step-mother Satyavati. Bhigma
signalised his devotion by acquiring three brides for his step-
brother Vicitravirya (see Adi, ch. 96). One of these brides,
. Amba, was however sent back to her own kinsmen on account
of her entreaties that she had chosen the king of the Saubhas as
her lord. This however proved a great misfortune for her. The
king of the Saubhas rejected her since she was the victory prize
of another, according to the custom of those days. Rejected by
both the parties, she in revenge implored the assistance of
leJlmndagnya-——the greal champion of militant brahminism,
to &mo and fersuade Bhisma to take her for one of

| s 1
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‘to the supreme arbﬁraudn of force and fought
days.

' The combat ended in a draw. The rest of f.he eveiﬁ -
is narrated in the Ad.x-pam But here again we }meet with
another event of constitutional importance which though M
mentioned in the Adiparva is incidentally 'narrated in tbd
Udyoga-parva which seems to have preserved the true hmto‘-
rical account, In the 147th chapter of that Parva, we have an*
account of the history of the Kuru country recorded by Bhi#m ‘
himself. From that we know that Vicitravirya 'who succeeded
Santanu was too fond of women and consequently fell a-vietim
to Yaksma (Phthisis) consumption and at the same t‘xmatﬁé
Kuru country being invaded by the terrible Brahmin wmQr,
Paragur@ma the king was banished by the citizens. (m
arifa nanfaa: )

- Next, a pestilence broke out and carried away a hrgdw
number of inhabitants and only a small portion of the popula< |
tion survived. There was no king, the government fell into
disorder and the misery of the people knew no bounds.. There-
upon the people headed by the elders approached_,BhiqmaM, :
rightful heir to the throne. They together with Kali, the wifdf;
of Santanu (step mother of Bhigma) besought the worthy prince ‘
to ‘take up the reins of government and to {save the cmmtry‘
from destructmn St Yo _é’

Thig however Bhisma refused. He reminded them ofhis %
vow (wh\ch he had taken before the assembly) of uelebws‘ !
and of renunciation and persuaded the queen-mother to ¢ o9
‘the widowed queens of the late soverelgn to misé i!ﬂliﬁ by
the practxce of Nzyoga i , &
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AL Accession of Dhritarastra N

Of these three sons, the eldest Dhrtardstra was not eligible

for kingship as he was blind (Udyoga, ch, 147, v. 38)). Vidura

too, was excluded being born of a slave-girl. Pandu thus became

. king though for a time Bhigma acted as the real ruler of the

Bl k R A
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country. He however soon forgook the world and with his wives
spent his time in the forest, making over his kingdom to his
blind elder brother though this point is not clear in the account
of the Adi-parva (ch. 119). The story of the handing over of
the kingdom to his brother by Pandu is again put in the 148th
chapter of the Udyoga-parva in the mouth of Bhaéradvaja,
There Drona, the speaker, makes the statement that the people
had accepted Dhrtaristra as king,

The blind Dhrtardgtra thus became the next king. His
claims rested partly on his brother’s abdication and gift"and on
popular sanction. Probably, this popular support enabled him
to 1ule, for there existed a section of elders, who never recogulsed
him as king (Udyoga, ch. 147).

It would appear from the following &lokas that Dbrta-
régtra held the throne by virtue of his brother’s abdication, and
acceptance by the people. Some of the Kuru elders like
Drona regarded Dhrtaréigtra as a rightful king though they never
thought of this as constituting a bar to the succession of the
Pandavas. But others like Bhigma regarded Dhrtardgtra as a
mere figure-head representing royalty and sought to further
the cause of the young prince Yudhigthira the son of Pandu to
the exclusion of Dhrtaréigtra’s sons. The views of Drona are
found in the followingverses :—cf.

%
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Udyoga ch. 148. o

" Bhisma's oplmon regarding Duryodhana’s claim is found i m

his admonition to that prince in the midst of the assembly of
Bhéirata elders and allies summoned to settle the dl&pute about

“'the succession to the Kuru kingdom.

M
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Udyo. ch. 147,
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| ,_Wﬂi’twmﬁuta v-arnqﬁ; ) Udyo.ch 49,
Elsewhere, the Mah&bharata (Udyoga, ch. 147) gives us

_another account of the Kuru state and this throws a flood of light
on the events and their importance. In it, Bhigma narrates beiore 5
the assembly the whole story from his own abdication and dater- *‘

mination to gerve his step-brother. Incidentally, we are. *urtha' m\
told that ch1travirya was excluded from the kmgdom by 18 ;ﬁ




 Popular Clamour for Bh;sma R

% ahiviﬂmlméva prajﬁh ksudhbhayapldnﬁh——Udyo ,ch. 147—25) snd !
requésted him to ascend the throne which but for his voluntary
- renunciation was his and told him that it was the will of the peoples.

i ‘ﬁmt he should become king for the benefit of the people of,

AR A GAT TRICGATAR) i b
® fy uawarMamf safea; b
twwfaumy Twm wwuaE |
I @USH UY A 99 LT |
! ATRATIWIAG wwT: gEIqfean |
T WY —SUHNE g9 §al U7 6T WEg ® 0
s Bl A vag w¢ & waaA: yaagw
' G & oo gl enfufidngea: ) G
‘ wanafuegr myy an efagaefa o
Z ' WA wUE AN & e wHA Ty |

afa Safa ar ug Fawgurssg o

IR R R R N L LR R LR L LR

aa: ﬁ'mmmmmamﬁqﬁwn
wan: slifearamal ey Iggan |
ARG WA TS a0

The people who approached Bhisma included the Pauras or |

" the townsmen (or burghers), the office-bearers of the state
2 ”ﬁm priests and the Brahmanas. Their appeal fell on deaf
aam and Bhigma true to his principles, refused to violate his
&ﬂl The story shows clearly how the people took upon
Melm the task of filling the throne, and the languagetoo h

{ free bom nmb:gmty




side and they began to speak openly for the aebm on of thQ ‘
Pandava prince to the throne. This was galling to Duryodhm s
the eldest of Dhrtarigtra’s sons and he related to his father the
‘story of the great popularity of the Pandavas (Adi, 141, 32-38).
As the people wanted the Pandavas to be their rulers in
place of Dhrtaragtra, Duryodhana asked his father to bamsli 3
the five brothers to the city of Varanavata, t.hus removmg
them from the eyes of the citizens.
«  This however was a step which the old king d1d not dis-
approve. But he feared the consequences of the step, whlcb, :
might lead to a revolution, in which the people were sure to
take the side of the virtuous Yudhisthira. The king feared
for bis own life and the lives of his sons, who were sure to fnll
victims to popular fury, and he expressed his apprehenslon ;
clearly in the following words :— .

wan f¥ me avnan 3w ¥ wad waw | AR
oA gary qrary iy fafwa: o

& TU S@ATEA | W AT AA A | -
w4 yfufevad a @ v sawmg o Adi ch. 142,

This popular clamour for the young Pandava princes made )
the old king dread the comsequences of ousting the Paépdava
princes. from the state and comsequently Duryodhana had
recourse to the stratagem of sending them away to Viranavata |
to be burnt down along with ‘the inflammable house. prepared

- by the royal conspirators. Their miraculous escape, thel!‘ )
success at the Svm/amvma of Draupadi and then' mamagemv :




' Bhafaéa' War

- well-known to all Indian readers of the Epic. At lehgtb, when‘rf
the news of their success reached the ears of the old king, he
along with his old ministers had the princes restored to their

- royal position, which was sanctioned by the legal right of

inheritance and the force of popular choice (WEAIATRAWA ui

weafe urgan + Adi, 204—11). Here too the language is

significant. The Pandavas are described as being established
by virtue of popular choice. Their restoration however was
~ short-lived.

Events did not pass smoothly. The sons of Dh;tarlstra,
+ 'who seemed to have based their claims upon the regency of
‘their blind father, sanctioned by the handing over of authority
to him by Pandu on the eve of his abdication, did not relish the
prospect of the Pandavas’ succession to the throne and remained
constantly on the alert to dispossess them through force or fraud,
They invited them to a dice-play, in which the Pandavas lost
everything* Restored once more, they again yielded to the
temptation of a re-play, lost every thing and departed,
consenting to live as hermits for twelve years with another
years life incognito, When at the end of that period, they
returned and claimed their inheritance. This was refused by their

opponents and thereupon the parties had recourse to the supreme'

vl

arbitation of might. Both allied themselves with friendly

kings and India was divided into two great camps, All this

. together with the history of the war is too well-known to be

¢ This dho;hy was of great significance. As we all know it was customary for |
princes dlmug their coronation to prove their worth by success in H dice-play. Probably,
| this has been utilised by the Epic poet. Again, this dice-play does not show that the rulers -

.uc&!d tranfer eva:;ythhg at their will but that they merely staked their own rlglm \vbiob g




namted here partmularly becuuse the Subsequent hmm‘y i! o‘I
no use to us. \ g

Soon the great war was over. The Pﬁndavas alone sumve&
and the eldest of them became de fato ruler of the state by right ~
of conquest. The old blind Dbrtarastra retlred to the fores,
but not before he had given an account of his rule to the Kurn h_‘
community, both a8 a regent and a de facto ruler who_had
remained the titular head of the state for solong a period. Weak, |
weary, and worn out in body and mind, he craved pardon from
his ‘people for the sins of his sons; recounted the past history
of the Kuru monarchy, explained the circumstances in which
the erown had been forced upon him, expressed his present
inability to govern, and sorrowfully sought their permission «
to leave for the forest. At the same time, he handed .over the
reins of lawful authority to Yudhigthira, in whose hands were
placed the fortunes of his sujbects. The whole acoount is given,
in the eighth and ninth chapters of the Aérama-vasika Parva
which preserves the farewell utterances of the blind king at a
meeting of the Pauras and Janapadas of all castes not excludmg
the Stdras (A&., VIII, & IX). The whole account of this parting
speech of the old king deserves our best attention. The kmg s

speech is uttered in a spirit of conciliation : cf, | R \. )
ware afawr o gae) gy
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terms ' to his subjects cowed with fear of despotic authority.

They ‘aré on the other hand, the words of a popular monarch

who had ever leaned on. popular support and who on the
" approachmg close of his career was rendenng an accaunt?

~ of himself to the people in tones of affection and regret. Mapxﬂ,
1; ‘of ﬁm woi‘ﬂs n&tered by him are significant. Rewtqd ;pgly&::,,
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' rthe kmgdom is descnbed as a trust (ng,dqa) in the hands of
 Yudhigthira. : ‘

Fffedr werdsn wam: arafafa @
wavawa awEfafa wan aqfa o | -
oW ATE 7AW Gai ar ghuafE

e ¥ SITH AT, HAT /AT
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Lastly, after saying that he never offended them, (él. 15—18.)
he seeks permission to retire to the forest.

On the retirement of the old king, Yudhlstblra the head
of the Pandava brothers, was accept.ed as king and he governed
well. After his retirement along with his brothers, Pariksit,
the grandson of Arjuna, was raised to the throne with the
consent of the people and on his death his son Janamejaya was
crowned king by the citizens, the ministers, and the Rijab-

purohita cf.

adl FAAMFRANET €A nY @Al yeHiwaiewAn |
gfef¥'sit yagdfvawe a8 & aw gua afew
7u fay @@ gd_nafak wvm oF gt s o

(Adi oh, 44, 5.) '

From the evidences summarised above, we may come to
the conclusion that in the Kuru country popular elective roya‘ty
was the established form of Government, ‘These kings, though
they could claim the right of succession by virtue of their
being heirs of past rulers, were at the same time entirely

dependent on the people, The latter exerc;eed t.heu- l'lsht. T




The ‘Popula‘r Bodi’és

choice and electlon and without their support, the king could
“not think of carrying on government irresponsibly. i
"~ The popular bodies—The people thus remained supreme.
In the Mah&bharata and the Raméyana, we repeatedly hear of
organised popular bodies like the Pauras and the Janapadas.
But, beyond this we do not know any details about them i.e. their
constitution, franchise, or mode of exercise of their powers.
Everything concerning them has been lost. But it is not
impossible to recognize that the Pauras were the burghers, who
derived their importance from their residence in the capital and
.also from their guilds and other organisations, which were
common in India from the close of the Vedic age proper. It is
significant to note that they are everywhere collectively designated
as Pura-vasinak, Paurdak, or Nagarak. The Janapadas also seem
* to have been organised bodies. In later times, such organisations
of éregis, Piigas or Samavdyas for various purposes developed
into self-governing institutions,” which are described in the
Smrtis. Details are lacking, not because they had neither
organisation nor legal rights, but because their existence and
influence were so well-known that none of the law-givers took
care to explain them.
The King as custodian of popular rights—The king thus
ruled not by virtue of divine privileges, but by popular consent.

i The tributes he got {rom his subjects, were not spent for his .
own luxary but for doing good to his subjects. Such was the

. *The first to-deaw atteution to these self-governing bodies was my father the late
. Pandit Rai R. C. Sastri Bahadur, whose article on the Municipal Institutions in Ancient
- India was published in 1898 in the Journal of the Buddhist Text Society. Recently,

_f,-—ﬁle political aspect o‘wnme subject has been discussed in detail by Mr. K, P. Jayaswal ni

off x
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duty attached to the royal oﬁice flom thie days thie Vedas
downwards. The king was merely a custodian of his people’s
money and the Epic thinkers are almost unanimous in heldmg
this opinion. Thus, when the sage (alava offered to -&
king the girl Madhavi in consideration of the payment of
a- heavy Sulka, the king expressed his mablhty Iind said—
“Whatever accrues to me from my people is not for my 4
enjoyment, but belongs to the people (paura-janapadartham). -
king who spends this money for his own pleasure, is neither ab}e
to achieve dharma or fame, nor gets any benefit after death.”
Later on, in the Jatakas, we find an echo of the same idea. "
Thus, in the Tailapatra Jataka, the king tempted by the Yaksini
formally reminded the latter that he had no control over his
sunbjects ; he was simply empowered to chastise the wicked.
In lieu of his services to the people, the king received taxes ™
which were regarded as his wages. Such an idea was a heritage
from the old Vedic times and was fostered by the influence of the
Social Contract theory, which arose towards the close of tha
that period and was elaborated by the Epic thinkers. The
rights of kings were thus far from being absolute and in more
than one place, taxes are designated as mere wages (vetana),
Tyrranicide or deposition of wicked kings :—Thrones of
despotic princes were insecure. Irresponsible rule or high-
handedness often made subjects rise in revolt and they put
.an end to despotism. Tyrannicide was common, and the political
thinkets of the Mah&bharata prescribed the death of the despot
as the only remedy for tyranny. In more than one place, we
have passages which call upon the people to put their vicious
rulers to death. Nay, in some passages it is regarded as a dnty

(Santi, ch. 67 wemfowafad aun wiwes wdrer ). Tn one such :
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~_passage, which is preserved in the midst of verses lauding the

®various kinds of gifts, we are told “that a king who failed to
protect his subjects from oppression by robbers or enemies, or
under whose rule people starved or women were dishonoured,
deserved death in the hands of the people, as if he were a mad
dog.” cf.

fam awg sitfad oW UL geaEarEfa )

fgsts=n @1 wgensfo fafare a=t gan

7@ w fawg uw wraw: qiefa gan)

wafgdfa agiy famd vy ussa | 3o

s g ugEfges avan faa )

simal afagarai adisdt @ 9 Safa 0 e

wifEar gaid famimawamEy

d 3 usafe va; qan @@y fAgw s

w¥ a1 fed@ @ a1 7 vafa yfaw

- dwe fAemarn Wa §ane wige o 2y -
Anu. ch, 61.

‘ As to instances of deposition of kings, we have in the Agva-
medha parva, the account of the deposition of king Khaninetrs
of Oudh (Agva., ch, 4). Elsewhere we have accounts of the down-
fall of the Dandakas (Dandakdndm mahadrdjyam Aurvenaikena
nip#titam), the deposition of Arjuna Kartavirya, of Aila, and
of king Dambhodbhava, who despised and maltreated the
brahmins. Some more scattered accounts of deposed tyrants are
found, and mosi of these names of such ill-fated tyrants occur in
later literature. But, by far the most important is a traditional
list of ilifated kings as brought destruction on their race

; wgh
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7, t
by thelr sins and in this llst. we ﬁnd the names iof most

of the princes mentioned by Kautilya in his chapter on ?Indnya’- _"‘
jaya,” (who were not identified by Dr. Shamasastry). In course

of the debate before the Bh#érata war, Bbima mentiqns them
(Ud., 74, 13-17) ch. :—

Zany ch. 74, wEkd® usE: etc.
RegrATgRIAAT AT FARST: |
TFARAAGTAL HAMATAT TG: |
wwfasg: gatoai guygrat sl )
wEWY gRIeAT NATAT NAFAE: |
waqtat fagwrai awgy AewwIE |
a1 gRIANTAT FIrETN gAaEn |
wesafenesami m@ost suas: |
g IAEt agawi e
wwy Afedmafaa & gagieEr | :

Only Karéla Vaideha's name mentioned in the Kautiliya and
in Pali tradition, is not in the list. In a chapter of the Maha-
bharata, he is described as a pious king discussing the Samkhya
doctrine with Paficagikha, one of the earliest expounders of the
system. His name however occurs in the Buddhacarita.”

Other forms of govermment:—But while we have nothing
more about Northern India, we have interesting side-Jights

i

on the Yadavas, which enable us to know something of anotber

type of government which existed in the south where that

¢ marafaged 3 v ArmOENEE |
WA ENHS ¥ A wAw wAGA | Buddhacarita, iv, 80:

tribe of sturdy fighters ruled. In the days of the great war,
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Republican Yadavas ‘ \ Vog ‘

the Yadavas were not regarded as Kgatriyas of pure Aryan
blood but as Vratyas. So said Bhiiri§ravas to Arjuna who
following the advice of Krsna had cut off his hands, while he
' was about to smite his vival Satyaki.* He reproached Arjuna
for following the advice of Krsna, and attributed his misdeeds
to his connection with the Yadavas, whom he described as not
only wicked and perverted by nature but also Vratyas. More-
over, it is well-known to all students of the Mah&bb&érata that
~ there prevailed among them not only marraige with first cousins,
but also other customs which did not find place among the true
Aryans.

From the' Epic, we learn that the Yadavas had a peculiar
- republican constitution. They were a Confederation of several
independent clans and comprised among others the Bhojas,
Andhakas, Vrsnis, and Kukuras among them. Fach eclan
was ruled by its hereditary chief, but the government of the
whole confederation was vested in an assembly of the chiefs who
exercised independent local jurisdiction. This assembly was
under an officer called Sabbapati, who in times of emergency
summoned the Yadava priuces and Elders to assemble in the
Sabha. (Sabha-parva ch. 220, 10-13). It was the Sabhapati who
summoned the Y&davas to arms by beat of drums and communi-
cated to them the tidings of Subhadra’s abduction by Arjuna :

The Confederation as a whole, had no king in the
_ordinary sense of the word but had an elected chief who acted
as the President. The affairs of the state were managed by the
body of Elders whose voice was supreme. Vasudeva or Srikrsna,
regarded later on as the incarnation of God himself, was one of

&

SR / * Droga F,, cxli, 15,
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chiefs, however, seem to have retained autonomous ﬁurisdiction

%o

the elders. In ch, 81, gloka 25 of the Santi P rva, he :sh
described as one of the Sangha mukhyas of the Yadava Sangha.
and is warned by Narada to guard agaiust dissensions in the
S'ar_xgha, as this was sure to destroy the Confederation. These

3
L

over their own subjects and tribesmen. Their independence

is to be inferred from the following passage which describes the
chiefs of the Yadavas, Kukuras, and Bhojas as lokesvaras or
“rulers of men themselves.” cf.

ATZAT. FHU IS §9 FTAFAWT: |
ATEW ATTATH AW MFQAUY J )

But, while they retained lucal jurisdiction and ruling author-
ity, they were not crowned kings in the strict sense of the
word., This would appear from §l. 29, ch. XXXVII, of the Sabha-
parva, where, in course of the dispute regarding the arghya,
the Cedi éiéupila takes exception to the selection of ériknl_la

on the ground that he was not worthy of that high honour'

as he neither came of a royal family (a-raja), nor had ever been
crowned king.’ cf.

# rfmar mew 947 ¥ wyzsay |
WU Uy gs qur Aswfaza o

Republicanism and Sriz Krgna.—Before we conclude our

account of the Yadavas, we must say something of érikm&-“'
undoubtedly the central figure in the present version of the Epic

parrative. (reat as a religious teacher and equally prominén.-t.
in war and politics, Srikr;x;a today is regarded as an incarnation
of the Deity. His political career and teachings as deseribed




-
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~ in the Epic, show him to be worthy of that reverence, with
" which India invokes his name and no account of the Mah&-

bharata politics will be complete, unless we attempt to set forth
the main outlines of his policy or the part he played in-the
political life of contemporary India. Here we summarize his
activities during the three important phases of his career :— -

(Z). By birth, Krsna Vasudeva was a Vrgni prince and
a scion of the ruling Y&dava Ksattriyas. The efforts of his
earlier life were devoted to the destruction of the power of
Kamsa who had usurped the headship of the Yadavas and
was trying to perpetuate absolute power, in league with a
number of eastern princes t¢.e. Jarsandha and his allies viz,

- Bhagadatta of Ka&marupa, Vakra of Karuga and Pundra

Vasudeva, lord of Vanga, Pundra and the Kirdtas. This league
was joined by some Ksgattriya princes like the Cedi éiéupﬁla
and Bhismaka and this compelled some of Ksattriya princes
to move westward. The Yadavas like the princes of the
éurasenas, éalvas, Pataccaras, South Pagca'a and East Kogala,
had to move and they retired to the fortified city of Kugasthali,
and to Dvéarévati. :

(2). After his success against Kamsa whom he killed, he
set. up Kamsa’'s father Ugrasena as the elected President
of the confederacy and tried to re-organise the Yédavas. He

* directed his energies against Jarasandha (whose daughter Kamsa
" had married) and tried to free India from the consquences of his

policy of ‘blood and iron.’ It was the practice of the latter to

- uproot all local wonarchs and to imprison or slaughter them. He
 and his allies had thus become a menace to the K gattriyas of the
. west and so Krsna revived the “Ksattriya League ” composed
‘of the Ailas and the Tkgikus and called upon Yudhisthira to

%
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perform a Rajasiya, a prehmmary step to whwh would be the
overthrow of Jardsandha. The latter was despatched more by
stratagem than force and his son Sahadeva was put on the throne
of Magadha.

(3).. The last phase of Krgna's life was devoted to the settle- ~
ment of the dispute between the Kauravas and the Pandavas. -
He tried his best to win over or persuade Duryodhana to a -
policy of conciliation but failed. Duryodhana did not only
not listen to his counsels of moderation but went so far as to
attempt the imprisonment of Krgna.

In the Assembly which met on the eve of the Bhatata war,

. when all efforts at mediation or comrpromise failed, Krsna deliver-
ed a number of speeches in which he called upon the Kuru elders
to avoid a fratricidal war. His arguments won over most of.them
to his views, but even then Duryodhana proved obdurate. There-
upon Kisna delivered his final address and called upon the Kurus
to act on the principle of sacrificing the disturbing elements in the
royal family for the general good. He asked them to follow the
example of the Yadavas by arresting Duryodhana and his
counsellors and thus to restore peace. Udyo. ch. 128.

cf. naaaagaal ag=ta fed a=:
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* The Democratic GGanas—Next to these limited monarchies,
oligarchical confederations and despotic states, we have a large i
number of Ganas the administrative machinery of which is so*,-;;\
well described in ch. CVIL of the. éintlpdrvaan,gi which has
‘im_gso ably explained and interpreted by Mr. Jayaswal. We
find ‘mention of a large number of these Ganas in chapters
~deseribing wars or conquests and incidentally we have some real
- geographical and political data throwing light on the pohtlcal
hfe of the country.

. The more important of these Gams were : —

1. The Yaudheyas. 4. The Audumvaras. i
2. The Malavas. 5. The Vrsnis & Andhakas ;
3. TheSivis. They are men- 6. The Vagadbéinas =~

i tioned along with the 7. The Madhyamakeyas.
ag‘ngartas, Ambasthas 8. The Trigartas. =
and Mﬁlavas.‘ T 9 The Ambasyhgg

'g A‘:;deﬁaﬂedi’:‘ﬂdlscusswn of Gana governmen%, our
‘eferred to the Mahﬁbhﬁrata or ﬁm ‘page




over to have been democrauc bodles _

(b) Sovereignty was vested in the peopla. l had equal‘“{
rights and burdens, participated in public matters and bore armS“*
in war. i

(c) There was a body of Mukhyas or Ganoﬂamib who ruled
these Corporations. All measures required popular approval
though on certain matters requiring secrecy, the leaders
“deliberated in secret and then took public sanction.

Summary of the evidences furnished by the Mahabharata
kernel—When we summarise the above evidence of the .
Mababharata kernel, we further find that—

7/7) In the Yadava country and in the Jand of the ¥ ihllum
a non-monarchical form of government existed. The Y&davas
formed a republican Confederacy of small clans, each (_‘:}lan~
having its hereditary chief, but the affairs of -the corporation
were entrusted not to one particular hereditary monarch, but to
a body of elected Flders or Sangha-mukhbyas. :

() In the secluded nooks and corners or in fastnesses,
Gana states existed and in these there were democratic popular \
constitutions. ‘

(117) The East, especially the land of Magadha had became
~ the centre of an Impenallauc movement, the naure and
: character of which was entirely different. :

(i) *In the land of the Kurus, Paficalas, Malsyas and moal;3~
other regions of Madhyadeda, monarchy of the type described

in the Bréhamana literature, was the accepted ‘fom of
government. B ok
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~ (v) In these states of the Madhyadega, the Sabha voiced
public opinion. The Pauras and Janapadas were all-powerful
. bodies which could not be barred even from talking of the
deposition of a de facto ruler,
 (vi) Ministers though royal servants, relied on public sup-
portalso. Indeed, Paurajanapada-priya is an almost permanent
epithet throughout the Mahabharata. One Kpic passage is more
significant and speaks of a king proclaiming the chosen minister
* in his Sabha (instance of Kanka 7e. Yudhigthira in disguise, in
‘the country of Virét.)
Political Tendencies.—Moreover, the Mahabb&rata tradition
. gives us hints as to the main political tendencies of the day.
Of these, the two following are worth mention :— !
(1) The Magadha Imperialistic movement :—This was a new
thing in politics. The attempt of Jardsandha to uproot all
monarchs, to put them to death and to unify the whole country
was a new departare from old politics. The mention of Magadba
18 indeed significant. For, as we shall see later on, this was the
region where all subsequent empires 7.¢. those of the éalsunagas
Nandas, Mauryas, Gnptas, and lastly the Palas originated,
; (IT)  The counter-movement of Republicanism :—OF this the
greatest champion was Srikrspa, the Yadava elder. His views
- and aims have already been given. -
Real popular control —The most important point, which no
historian of ths Epic fails to observe is that though monarchy
was gradunally making its advance in the central region, yet the
ruler was not as yet irresponsible or free from real popular
- control. Interferences in matters of succession ave significant in
5“ themselves and we find such interferences on the part of the
people in mont cases, In the case of ésmanu his father was M




to bowliefore pnpnlat oyppama’u L
_the young prince made his renunciation beioxf
‘the case of the next generation, Vicitra-virya was i
to become king, but he was exiled on account of bis addlctmn f
to women, and Bhisma was called upon to ascend the t.hrb‘neq
Next, Pindu became the ruler and on abdication handed*
over power to Dhrtaristra. The  latter accepted this office and *
his acceptance being ratified by the people became a real kmg
The guestion as to who would be successor gave rise to-a
difference in the public opinion and two parties were formed, 7.e.
(@) One of these regarded Dhrtardgtra as a true king, on }
account of his {i) brother’s gift (ii) and the subsequent ratifi- w
cation by the people. (6) The other party clearly regarded him as
a usurper, and the sentiments of that party were voiced byf
Bhigsma. e TR
Though for a time the creation of two different seats post- :
poned a civil war, yet the popularity of the Pandavas, made
Dhrtar@istra always alive to the dangers of a popular rising. |
This peculiar nature of the Kuru constitution is worth
noticing. There is monarchy indeed, but the ‘“anointed”.
was more of a mandatory of the people than un 1rresponsmle\
tyrant. Indeed, the last words of the old Dhritar@stra addressed | \
' to the Kura multitudes reveal to us the real character of the \
_ monarchy, when the old king speaks of leavmg Yudhiat.hlra as
a “nyBsa” or deposit in the hands of the people and of enttnstmg
¥ udhlgthxra with the noble duty of protecting the people. Bueh
being the prevailing idea, in all cases of sueppsmon to. thekthrgmﬂ
the people assembled and selected their kings. This has be
proved in the case of éﬁntanu Vachltravxrya, thtnrl
Paﬁkgrta, Te amme]aya and his successazs ’




 Checks on the King

i Ckccics on m;al auﬂwruy —Furthermore, in the Mahsbbarata
. we find evidences whlch confirm some leading features of the
~ political life described in the Brahmanic literature. The limited
- authority of kings of the Kurn line, the deposition of unrighteous
~ rulers and the constant vigilance on the part of the Pauras and
 Janapadas against kingly high-handedness have already been
~ narrated. Next, we pass on to point out some more facts, to show
not only this parallelism, but also the existence of some
constitutional checks on regal authority. Of these we may
mention the fellowing :—
(1) The constitutional limitations imposed on regal autho-
rity, by the king’s Coronation Oath,
(2) Checks on ministers and their moral liability to look
to popular interests.
(3) Existence of the popular element in the Royal Council.
(4) Prevailing political ideas, which inspite of the influence
of sacerdotalism or of paternalism recognized the
ultimate sovereignty of the people and regarded the
king as the custodian of popular. interests who
received tribute and allegiance in lien of righteous
rule. The moral right of revolution was a]so
supposed to reside in the people. :
The royal oath, at the time of coronation was the most
~‘important of the constitutional limitations. In (ch. L1X. of) the
~ Santiparvan, we have the traditional account of Vena'd deposi-
- tion by the Rsis and the birth and inauguration of Prthu and
f;"';mmden.tally we have mention _of.the oath taken by hm lt"
. the umtanoc of the Devas i—f. b
: ) W & 97 QWY | |
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This oath limited the scope of regal activity to the protec-
tion of the people, maintenance of law and order, respect for
social privileges and the punishment of wrong-doers-only. The
importance of this coronation oath imposing obligations on the
king is echoed by many parables of the Mahabhérata. To quote
one of many such, we find in the story of Nrga (Anudasana
ch. LXX)), that Yama reminded the king that his punishment was
due to his non performance of his Oath of protection (vfearamifa -
qw d wfas qEar a3 | wvEwgeAiefiae afasa: 12:)

Other limitations existed, viz., the king's subservience to
the laws equally with his subjects, his inability to impose extra
taxes at will and Lis obligation to carry out the duties entrusted
to him. As the Santi- -parva expressly says (ch. LXXXVI[—26-33)
extra taxes could be imposed only with popular sanction. |

Ministers—Next to the oath, there was the activity of the
ministers and the weight of public opinion expressed in the
Sabhg, which on important occasions the elders and prominent
men of all castes attended.. We find even women of position
like Kunti and Gaondhari giving their advice. Ministers though
royal servants were morally responsible to the people.
Pre-eminent among the minister-advisers was the Purohita, who
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according to the Santiparva shared with the king his functions
and merits (7% wAw ¥ wrmt usgdfea: | LXXIL 18.). Then
came the Brahmana advisers, whose opinion had a great weight
in as much as their position and life was safe-guarded by their
immunities. The position of the Purohita would appear from the
pre-eminence of Vadistha in the adminstration of Ayodhy# after
Daéaratha’s death and even of Dhaumya (a man of less repute
and wanting in strong personality) who is entrusted with the
regency and the safety of the capital along with Yuyutsu in
the Aéramavadika parvan® ( YA WEIAST Wiy 3 gafea: |
gfufgre gwwiq gagfa wwsg v XXIIL 15 Duryodbana also
cousulted his priests whenever he wanted to raise money,

Caste representation in the Council—Not to speak of the in-
filnence of the Brahmanas, the weight of the ministerial counecil
was augmented by the presence of ministers of other castes who
represented the opinion of their respective social groups The
chapters of the Rajadharma speak of eight mantrinah (not speci-
fied by name, but including, the éuklﬁmitya, Sendéipati, Pratihara,
Siroraksa, Dita and Sandhivigrahika, See 8&nti Ch, LXXXV.)
and specifically mentions in addition, the Council of Amatyas
comprising four Brahmins, eight Ksatriyas, twenty-one Vaidyas,
three Sadras and one Sata. cf.
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® See N. Law. Hindu Polity pp. 27, Ch. on the State Council,
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The relation between tlaer tWO bodlew gs her me&gre, ut
evidently, the consultation was made with the lght mantrmah;
and then the proposed measures were given out to the OOllllcll;
for opinion (wmi wfmwi a9 we USOYNEAY | q9: WY UITEG
ugtarg ¥ guda ). The reference to Sadra ministers should not
be regarded merely as an instance of idealism but it was a fact
since we find caste representatives already in the Bréhmanas in
connection with all the inaugural ceremonies. The Mahibhﬁrat& '
gives us instances of ministers of lower  caste like Vidura,
and Yuyuisn. Not to speak of ministers of lower caste, any
one maintaining order and protecting life and property s,
allowed due reverence. (W&t &y afe aFs@=y: WI AT mﬁn‘_
38—LXXVIIIL. Santi.)

They were morally liable for giving right advice to the
king (if we are to belive in the Epic evidence). Various causes
and circumstances stood in the way of the growth of a legal:
responsibility in such an early period but inspite of this, they
prevailing political ideas fastened moral responsiblity on' the
ministers and this appears from passages the meaning of which is
very clear. In one place, we are told that unrighteous ministers
go to hell and in another, it is laid down that they deserve death
in the hands of the people (méwﬁ-mmr WEAGE W FUTHAL |
WIWTH YA WA T, gurfaan 1 17—cf. LXXXV, éantl and !
wawtfusafadl aut w@w wawr ). There are evidences to
prove that ministers who were appointed by the kings were
some times proclaimed to the people (¢/. the acconnt of Vn'lt.a. 8
proclamation of Yudhisthira in' his Sabha). A

This simpler state of pohtlcal life and the popular
character of monarchy thus receives ample conﬁrmatlongrom the
tradition of the Fpic kernel. We have seen how limited the




¢ of kmgs ‘was % those days ; how they alm,
their suhect.s and how government though ves
king depended mainly on the opinion of the people. T
tes. were small and the various popular bodies were eﬁcgaﬂ
checking royal high-handed-ness. The Assemblies of tl
or of the country remained active and always imposed i
ew will on their rulers. ' This state of affairs will receive eomé
_more confirmation if we analyse the prevailing political ideas -
of those days. The idea of a contract subsisting between the
jhﬂm‘ and the ruled, the couception of kings as guardians of":;
" .the public interest, the belief that the tax paid to the king was but
3 h@s wages, all go to prove the existence of popular sovereignty
’ and of limited monarchy. For the present, however, we refrain
fxfom any detailed discussion of these, since, the ideas found -
m the Raja-dharma chapters are mingled with some others which
s;‘ beflong to a later age. The super-position of varied strata
o_f thought and speculation stand in the way of utilising this  1

'23“ material with reference to this period. We reserve a fuller

g

~ discussion of these for the next chapter, in which we shall enter
~ into' an analysis of the political condition which preceded
& the gradual decay of popular sovereignty and the rise of pure i




7"-'sbsolutely the same as we get in the Lpic kernel, the former
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Ngbout the Yauvari;ya of Réma (Ayo. ch. IV L Wl ng

. depicting rather a more primitive political life. ' Ayodhya was
 like the Kuru kingdom, a monarchy ruled by the Alksﬁka princes
~ with whom the royal office was hereditary. But inspite of this,.
the rulers were .far from being irresponsible. They depondet&
- on the advice and counsel of their Purohitas and Amatyas, :and
“on all important occasions, the popular bodies exercised &hoxx
rnghts. The Pauras, the Janapadas, and the leaders oicwlm !
and guilds were potent factors in the admiostrative system;
_Their voice was supreme and the king was bound to take their'
advice on all important affairs of state. The Rajakrts or king-z' \
~ makers who are repeatedly mentioned in the Atharva Veda and i
~ the Brahmanas figure prominantly in the Rawayana. We ‘have
mnumerafﬂe instances to prove the truth of the above statements.
Thus we find Dagaratha consulting his subjects ie. the |
* Brahmanas, Bala- mukhyas Pauras and Janapadas (Ayo, IL. 19- 20
W IRHEW QrasiAug: @€ 1) before coming to g dqc:s'on'




