
Th 

The At1vamedha was performed by gr 11 prmces lik BbBl"8tn, 
kha. and AtYflriti. Many repel t dly p6rIorm d it, Bhnrata 

credited with the performance of 133. hor e· critic B. 

A study of the above detnils clearly show how B c rdota .. 
was making a bid for the esto.bliAbm nt of an ord rly 

authority, closely model! d on that bieh prey iled 
in the universal system. As the Deva weI' the univer 1 rulers, 
and as the king ,vas (transformed inlo) their mundano count r· 
part with eimilar rigLh:; nnd re ponsibilites vested in bim, th 
co-operation of these powers waf:! sure to bring a11- ided pro perity 
to men. Sacrifice brought such a de ired hnrmony, b tw en tho 
divine and human elements with the l'eRnlL that not only pace 
and order wa maintained, hut the forces aud resource of 
nature came to the a sistance oI men. A faith ill the ideal of 
happinesB resulting from this co-operation is apparent Irom 
the king's prayers in the Rijasuya and the Alfvamedha. We 
quote one hymn connected with the lutt r (Vij. aIP. XXII. 22). 

U h! BrAhman! let there be born in the kingdom the 
Brahma:t;la illustrious for religious lnow! dge; let there be 
born the RAjanya heroic skj}led archer, piercing with hafts 
mighty warior; the cow giving abundant milk; the ox gnod 
at carrying; the swift courser; the industriou(woman. May 
Parjanya send rain according to our desire. May our fruit 
bearing plants ripen. May acquiRition and preservlltion of 
property be secured to us." 

"4fT Ql-r J1~) rf'lr~Qt ~ll11fm1~li ~etiU: ~ U{OIilfn8llt 
" 

Irmm I5mllrl'{ ~~t ii~iffr~'Q': ~rl{: 9 ~ tifTifTfe\ "\ 111: 

~ ~ lA(~ ~,~ ellttrtl'l fiflfirn f .. lfilit 1\: ~~ "1I 
1RlfRq 'I( ~,~,.~: ~ ... ""t :!i\l1~m It: lI1!qffl'{ I 



III 

Political Evolution 

Constitutionalism 

WmLE ritualism masked tho social outlook, momentous 
changes influenced politics. Mona.rchy came to be established on 
a. firm footing a,nd the king came to enjoy a constitutional 
position, hy vhtu of well-defin ed InnctioDs and outil's fonnaJJy 
vested in him, rather than rmbbi ting on the mere personal 
relation between bim nnd bis suhjects. which was Jiable 1.0 

disruption with the rise of strong rivals near him. Various 
causes and circumstonces help d the elimination of the claims 
of rivals and kinsmen and it js eaRY to find a decided tendency 
towa~.ds the acceptance of the Bole authority of the king together 
with the establishment of ruJes of hereditary succession. The 
religiouB literature gives us instances of Buch. For, in the PAfica 
Hr. in connection with Dvit'(Ura ceremony, w~ are told that 
with the performance of this ritual by the Kapeyas, the king 
of the Caitrarathi family became the 601e ruler to the exclusior. 
of his kinsmen (Pailca Dr. XX. 12. 5. e.g. ~ ~ ~~V 
lftl~ 'CIm~ti~lftlf~iI;P"l1Sl~~"'~~ -t I ~.ni'«'{t1r.nittft: 
"-!...-ofoeJtri ~ ~ f'(('tlt{:). Lack of evidence stands in 
the' way of our multiplying such instances, but the tendency is 
clear and unmistakable nno we find ample confirmation Ironi 
the ritual connected with royal inlluguration which conferred 
Bole ruling authority to the king. 

lSA 



{Mollarch.y 

The ' strengthening 01 'oyal Quthorit.~· was dllO to " 
other causes and circumstances. Firflt of all, tlD uristo ~l'UCy of 
blood and service l'ew up ant,} support d the kiu~'a iut r(' t. 
All authority came ' to centr in the royal p(,fson nd tL old 
kin g·elec tors themselves, b~cafile dependents on 1'0:111 wilL 
Instead oj Rajakrts OJ' Hajakal'larol), thE'Y came Lo the t{'rmod 
RatninaQ. or jewels round the throne. Somo or ttWlll enm 
to be distinguiBhed by the name oI Rajn,virus (king'R fighters or 
supporters) and figure prominently ill th ritualistic p rlol1unncc 
associated with the Rajasiiyn or t.he RAQ·ynguli. Wo have described 
these in detail in connection wilh tho Coronation ceremonial, 
but here we may l'Ppeat. that tho !la/nillll!.1 included somo of the 
early officials in the royal entonrngf" wlJil llH' Hiijnviraa (~()m· 

prised the kiug's brother, his sons, the Plll'ohita, liml tLe Q1I en, 
in addition to the Suta, the GramaJ;tI. K~tlttr, and thoSHJPsra.hHf· 
(see Paftca. Dr. XIX. 1. 4. ~ ~ mT ,tV ~ij~.r1ff, ~"~T1fl 
'If ~i5f!lliR{ g'(lNrflil ~~ 'if ~?I. 1f1i{~'" '8T q ~1fil?llT oQit· 
~h:t ltl ~~~fli('f I) Not t.o mention tht. Rii.jllviras, there also 
grew up an lnfl.uf>ncial obility who carne to hI known as 
t~e Raja·mltras. They are mentlOued iu the K' l1\lHaki B~. 
(XXIL 0) and in the. iiilkhiirana Srauta Sutra (XVII. 5. 3.4.), 
hut 110 details are known. We find also repeated welltJ II of the 
RAjanya-vandhus 01' those to whom villngel:i ro gl:llli(·(l. 

Secondly, the king'a position was strengthened hy the 
allian(!5 with the priestly bodies, whoso importance we ehall 
disO'1l8S later on. As there was a. preponderanco of ritunl, 
(which characterises a period of transiliou from triballiam to a 
hi8her type of regal authorit.y) kings canle to lean on the suppo·t 
of the priest-hood, siDce h~Jje( in the aid of the gods exercised 
an jnfluence on the millds of men. 



158 Hindu Polity and Political Theories 

This introduced fundamental changes in political ideals and 
also modified the angle of vision so far as it related to political 
concepta. The chief ideal both in society and in poljticB was a 
regulated social existence, with well· defined duties and functions 
on the model of the universal system. Through the agency 
of ritual, the favour of the gous was assured to the king and as 
such, an amount of sanctity attached to his duties and functions. 
In lieu of this divine aid, the king was compelled to keep his 
pretensions within bound and to acknowlege subservience to the 
ministers of religion. The result of this mutual rapp1'ochement 
\vas that, while the promise of divine aid ensured the Joyalt.y of 
the people by clothing the royal person with a vestment of 
sBucLity, the king ill his tnrll was compelled to depend on the 
principles inculcated by the priest-hood and bis irresponsibility 
was checked. 

Monarchy came to be glorified. It was clothed with a 
higher moral sanction and became not only regal but sacerdotal. 
In the eyes of his subjects, the king's functions and duties 
partook of the nature of those vested in the divine rulers. As 
snch, not only diJ he prot ct life and property, but performed 
sacrifices to win divine favour for his people. 'rlie Ra~trabh:rt 1 

oblatioDs clearly point to this spiritual function of the king and 
sQme passllges speak of the kiug's protection of the RlL{ttra by 
means of Bralt1nacarlJa and Tapas. (q~'qf aq~l ~T ~,' ~ 
~~, A. V., XI. V. 17).'" 

\ 

• Acoording to the BrAbmauical tbeory, Satya aod !ita liS ~ve]J ne TapaA on tlle part 

of the Creator, caused the evolution of lhe universlIl system. Iodrn won I,ia positiou and 

tiltl godll their immortality uy Tapa' (R. V., X. 173 i Taitt. Hr. Ill. 12. S. 1; Sat. Br. XI. 
5. 8. 1 i XII. S. 4. 1.). 
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Fur her more, the king arne to b regard d n th prote tor 
01 Dharrlla and of the BrAhm ~ 8 as ould pp ar from th 
formuJ uttered by the H. jlltarlAralf in pro 1 imiug n.ntml,r 
con ecrated king (e.g. "(lSI ~ n ~: ...... ""~tnS'llf1f f ~~-
TNqf?roJlf1f···f~~"f;{ ~;fm...-t"f'mS PI .1'If~ m fS fir 

U lOm~ etc. Ait. Dr. VHf. 17) 
THE PRIE T-BOOD.-While royalty woe tbn lorifi d 

and regal authority deified through pri 8tly up ft, thi hrO\lght 
the latter to the fore-frollt. The l' pre nts~Li,,'o of t.ho 8 n}otal 
order, the Purohita came to tb&front rank or It .-full tionarie 
and Brlbmnt;ta as a class cam to be regard tl with v 11 ra.ti n 
and styled as mundane gods (ee ~utapathf\ II. 2. 2. G, 1?1l Q 
~.n ~: 'q'~ ~I ~~ it J(l : .... t:1t1f1Qi$efl4.:itqt VT ... .. ~ ... ~~At 
~Jrt etc.). This WIlS due to their clo e connection with .l\(j 
ceremonial which brought moral 8anction to roy 1 authority and 
gave the anointed prince u sacred character. 'We h va aIr nc1y 
alluded to tll~ fiction of the kiog's becoming the Aon of tLe sacri
ficial priest aud this shows the importance of tho priesl-hood. 

THE PUROllITA.-The Pnroblta LOod out iore-most 
and was regarded as the alte1' ego of the king. If tU9 king wa 
the counter-part of Iudra and Varm;lB, he was the incarnution 
of Bfhaspati and performed the Dfhaspati-~ava (Tnitt. r. II. 
7. 1 ~ l{1!( ~"4Im.,cit "I.~flf(?fiT'HH" ~ln1lt ~'lt 1T "'lJf~m I 
~ ~~~1I ~ ~lW't S~hlTi(~.-rt II). He was regal ded as halI 
of the king and his blessiuga brought victory in war. 11e 
flppeased the gods a d without him they did not accept 
food off red by a king (" ~ ~ 'qiUf~ (T"') ~1n • 
~ flCICI ... ,iit ~pjlT J{l~ gi\~\t?f II) .At the inter
cession of the Purohita~ the gods protected the kingdom 
(Ait. Hr. VIII. 26 ['fl. f~ ... "~ JrIrI( ~~ ~f1ff ~l etc.). 
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So a king was to consecraiea Purohita and this man was to be 
looked upon as the protector of the the. kin.gdom (RA~~ragopa) 

who conferred energy, granted success and ' made the people 
loyal and prosperous. (~~{f' flt,,-t ifl'lPUT ~rplTtr: -giTm: 
'If?l1ll 'if~ 'Sftffo q~if q~JPt~ ~~q' ~U{1i{ 111~ Uimtt: g~tf~~ 
fifl(: ~5fTif~ tiij'~T Q:Qif~T if~q' ~T1lt.QT f~.-ri( ~Pl)q: 9"(lmrt I I 

Ait. Br. VIII. 25). 
The Purohita was thus not a mere priest. He reprerlented 

moral authority and was an adviser on important affairs of state. 
He 8eems to have accompanied th~ king in battle on his 
chariot and it was he who on behalf of the common people 
I1dmiustred the oath, both in the ordinary Ooronation and in the 
Aindra -Mah5bhi~eka. As such, he was honoured by the king 
who accepted him as a superior and washed his feet .in 
submission to his authority. 

Privileges were conferred on him us well as on the 
DrlLu.manas . Ilis life was sacred, like the Tribunes in Rome. 
Transgression meant death or deposition to kings. As champion 
of the moral principle, he exercised co-ordinate autho.rity with 
the king and he together -with the Brahma1;lRs claimed abso
lution from regal authority which embraced everything els.e in 
this world. This would apPElar from the formula uttered by the l 

BrAhmaJ;l.as at the end of royal consecration that the king was 
lord of everything but in the ease of the BriihmuJ;1.as their king l 

was the divine Soma ( ... ~lli1s~rqf -att~r;rt 'U~ II) 
It. was in the central region-the land of the Ku.rus and 

the Paiicltlas that this type of monarchy was gradually evolved. 
It was there that authorily was regarded as b~ing divine or moral 
rather than merely political. The tendency to irresponsibility was 
fully checked first, by the priests who exercised great infiuel'lCQ. 
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Then, there" remained the popular bodie who alWo.'·s DBS rted 
their rights carefully sll.fe--guarded in the coronation ritual ill 
which the priest exacted the oath. The king thus becallle n consti ... 
tutional monarch only exercising authority limited by th 1 \W'. 

We have ample evidence pointing to the limiterl char.ot r 
of monarchy of this region. Thus, according to the evidenco of 
the Brlthmaf::l.as, the great Parihitn. suffered O'IVillg to big bigh· 
ha.ndedness towardEl t.he Brlthma.t;J.as and if ~e believo in {hi) 
Epic tradition, this cost him his throne and probably his life. 
The Brfi.hmaf::l.8S contain the trariition of the deposition of 8L1(ILber 

prince-the Srfijaya Dus~aritu PauOlsiyana who was cxp 1I (f 

from his ancestral (daea-pllruliika) domains along with hi8 
adviser RevottaraB Pi~ava Cikrnsthapati. Instances of ucb 
depositions are multiplied in the Epics. The Mahl.\bhumtn 
speaks of the deposition of a king of Koaala by his subjectB whi1~ 
in the case of the Kurus, we hear of the coustnnt interi l'oueo 
of the people not only ill matlers of Buccession, but in an 
important affairs 01 state, A OJ violation of tho king' dutles to 
his subjects, made him fear popular ri ings ending ill expuloion 
from the kingdom. In the next section, instanoes from the 
Epic will be multiplied with a view to show the popular 
character of the Kuru monarchy, Probably owing to this, the 
Kuru country was regarded as the home of constitutional rule 
and Kuru-dharma had a halo of sanctity round it. . 

Inspite of this universal tendency towards the consolidatio 
of constitutional authority, the evolution of the politicalli fa in 
other regions was not the same. In the East, a greater amount of 
authority was vested in monarchs, with whom were developed the 
ideals of Paternal monarchy and of Imperial rule. The kings ot 
Mithila came to :regard themselves as the fathers of their subjects 

21 
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and took the significant title of Janaka (from Jana to give birth 
to; Janaka-a father). The Brahmat:tas speak of the ·SaDlri~s 
or Emperors of the East. 

The diversities of political evolution in the different regions 
o£ India find echo in one section of the Aital'eya Bl'ihmaJ).8. 
(Vnf. 14). In that section we have an account of the elevation 
of Indra to the position of the highest Over-lord by the gods and 
incidentally a mention of the variotls styles and dignities which 
were conferrerl on the king of the Devas as well as on a11 human 
performers of the Aindra-Mahabhil?eka. We are told that :-

H~t m~ f~fll it ifi~ tll~ift ,(T~: \t1~~itf ijsf~rl4~ 
"1;(l~, 'wiflilmfq'ffilifl~'aJ~ t .... ~~t f~fll 1J ~ 'if ~{(fflf '(unif: 
~~Cf ifsfu~--m~~iftifmf1fftl'TifT:q1lli I ...... "m';f.ft ~rll1J 
it ~ .n"'fr-n 'U5lTon itSt1'T"'f.ffirt ~l,(~c{ ijsrll~ .... \((Uf~~iflif 
fi:rft(M'ifT~~~ ...... ~~t fc;fiJ tt ij;- 'if m ft;{q;ff ~"'rm ~'tf( 
~,(C!f \S'il~~T ~ ro ~,(l~l~ iisfurTil'<Q'~ ... ~~t ~ CfHJt ll~mlli ~WTllt 
ft:fil tt ij;- 'if,~p:{~I~Tili U5fTil: ~C{mmifHili ,(T5'f.1'mC{ ifsf~~ " II 

The meaning of this passage is clear though in regard to the 
technical terms denoting various types of sovereign authority, 
we find hardly any e 'planatlon excepting those furnished by the 
commentators who flourished at least two ths>usand years later. 
Its evidence may be summed up as follo\vs ;-

That in those days, (limited) king·ship flourished in the 
Ce tral region i.e. the Jand of the Kurus, Pancalas, Vasas and 
Usinaras. In the Eastern region, Princes arrogated to them~ 
sahes the dignit.y ot Samra.~ or a Buperior ruler. In the South, 
the rulers of the Satvatas called themselves Bhojas or Enjoyer· 
Protectors, while in the West, the chiefs and rulers styled 
themselves Svm<at. Lastly, in the extreme Northern regions 
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,'airajl':) 16" 

beyond the mountain" the peopl (,jnnapada.l~ con ~ crted 
themselves int.o Vairllj!Ja o\'el' iguty. 

In regard to the last pa snge, the igniflcnnc of the tlU ti· 
tucion of Janapada for ilAjao h nUl" ctcd t110 attention of tho 

. late Dr. Mnrtin Haug who immd ill it a cl a1' r f(~r u· to a. 
kingless form of government. Tn regar I to Vaidijyn, he pointed 
out that "two meaning" ciln be givp.n t. g. (1) without kirllT (2) Il 
very distinguished king. In this pas fig we must tnl' it in 
the fix t menning, for, here nre JatU7pndcllli.c. tho p opl in. 
opposition to the king mE'ntil)ueu < rtbltittiktlt, i r. }uaugul' ted, 
",bile in all other passages of lui chapter wo tind itHItcntl or 
them the rajanalt or kings." ;; 

This interpretntion of VairajYIl i significant jn us much as 
it shows that l'PPU blican states existed in the (lxtr'me northern 
fringe. 'Ve have however no clear details until we como to 
P§.:Q.ini or literature subsequent to him. From the eviuenco 
of the AitRr~ya passage as well as that of similar ones in tho 
Brihma:Q.ic ritualistio lit~rature, we boar of tho following type 
of sovereign aut.hority. • 

Svar§.jya-It probably meant the dignity of R. Sval·§.~. A 
prince was a Svarat, when he depended on nobody ",lse. 
He was self-continent or an autocrat. so Iar as his governing 
authority was concerned. (~.)C( l:'fij{H - 8ole-1·uZer-). This form 
of government prevailed among the A pachyas and Nicyas whore 

• The IIIcaDing of Vir. j will relllain duuLtflll, the us of the rJrc/ix d . IIllly ho Ilue 
to two ~DS8ll. It IIlay tDe:lU ar, h once of regal autl!(.rily or it IUIIY couD(Jle a higher 

type of 8<'vereign authority. Indeed, in many lat.er works Vil'llt IIppellrl:l 1111 the term (If 
bODOlil' arplied to /:,'Teat kingb. Sr1k~l)l\ ill calJed a "irA!, Samrllt nnll };vllrll\. It lnay 
nut be impossible t:lat Vir~~ was originally the title of olecteu chiera, l,ut luter Ollt 

the meaning underwent a change. Like the words Cesar 01' tll1pf!rator (which title. 
were &ssumed by later kings) it aleo came to de, igoate a l,u\\er£1l1 king. 
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oligarchic principles long survived. A Svar!~ ruler was the 
firat among equals and the evidence of the Taitt. -Br., confirms 
it. ( 'lI" ~~. ftf{Tif. cm;tq~" 'lI"Sl?l, 1t"sifd?f ~'Uirtt· I ~V ~,";fT 
~ffi I fiiV!~S~R ~lWT~. Tait. Br. 1. 3. 2. 2.) . 

S!rnrajya-Samrajya was a higher type of ruling authority. 
A prince became Samra.~ if he was fully obeyed by all princes 
and people within his territorial jurisdiotion. Samrajya later on 
came to signify an imperial overlordship eBpec~al1y in the East 
and the Maha.bharata evidence points to the highest sovereign 
authority being vested in such Lord Suzerains. 

Bhaujya-It signified the dignity of a Bhoja or a ruler 
(enjoyer,-from an ancient root Bhuj originally meaning enjoyment, 
but later on coming t.o signify ruling authority) or Protector. 
Probably the Bhojas of early times were the baronial aristocracy 
of the South who had established themselves over a subject 
population from whom they collected taxes and tributes. This 
interpretation receives confirmation from later evidence. The 
Yiidava prillces assumed this title and one of the branohes of the 
Yidavas was known as the Bhojas. Later evidence shows the 
existence of the Bhojas in the locality of Kathiwar-Guzerat in 
the third cen. B.O. 

II. SOVEREIGNTY.-Next to the consolidation of royal 
power, ideas about the nature of the sovereign authority 
became more definite. From the primary war-lord and collector of 
val' 01' tribute, the king came to be regarded as a sovereign ruling 
OVH his people, the lord of the ten-itory in which the people 
lived, of the material resources of the locality, the sole judge 
wielding the ro<1 of pU!1ishment and the protector of Dharma. 

(a) The idea of territorial sov6Teignty became prominent. 
It was the result of the final settling down of the tribes, and 
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the giving up of their nomadio habits, ot which w fiud trncea 
i~ the earlier literature. Tribal names gave ri e to pl ce·n m 
and almost all the kinguoIDs came to haye fi ·cd boundari . 
In ' the case of the Kuru country, e have a cl rae uut or it 
territorial limits. Territorial epithets came to be applied to 
princes. We have innumerable in tunces of thi ill the 
BrlhmaJ;lio literature. A king Prltipiya of the ruru f mily 
is deoribed as B8.lhika (Sat. Br. XII. 9.3. 3.) ; a second prince 
Bhtma is described Vaidarbhn or ruler or tbe Yidnrbha l' gi(m • 
two other princes Dh!t8rA~tra ann AjAtuaatru are d signnted 
1{Asya or ruler of ' the Kltsi kingdom; two princo8 of Ko6ala 
are described as Kauaalya i.e. Para At-nAra and IIairm;t.y nAbhn 
Such local epithets are very common and we flud th 'nl 

applied even to ordinary people, Lo distioguish th tn Il'Om 
others of the same name. 'rhus Proti il:l call cl Kausiruv yn, litl'a 
is r.alled Glngiyani, AavalAyana is called Kauaalyn, whil OD 

more is called Naimi~ya. The importance of this cone ption 
of territorial sovereignty is also fo]t in the Coronat,ion ritual. 
The king as we have seeD, is made to asc~lld the quarters i e., 
the North, South, East and West, symbolic of his supremacy 
over these regions. Furthermore, as will be pointo!} ou , the 
suzElrain overlord's ideal of conquest embrnced th whole 
region of the country then known extending form the hills to 
the sea. 

b). In regard to the newer ideas as to the nature of 
sovereignty, some furthbr light is thrown by the Ri1jafsuya ritual. 
As we have Been already, in tbe A bhisecaniya, the king was mad 
to make offerings to Savitt: Satyaprasava, Agni Grhapatj, Soma 
Vanaspati, BrhaEpati Vakpati. Rudra Paaupad, Mitra Satya, and 
Va~ Dharmap ti, with a view to his investment with their 
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authority and functions. We need not stretch pur imagination, 
but the text as well as the interpretation is so dear that it gives 
a full import of the ceremonies and their constitutional signifi
cance. The priest himself, thus addressed the king and prayed :-

"May Savitt quicken thee for ruling, Agni for house
holders, Soma for trees, Brhaspati for speech, Indra for lordship, 
Rudra for cattle, Mitra for truth and Varul;la for the lord 
of the law." 

The meaning in apparent; the prince was vested with 
supreme ruling authority and this comprised the general 
over-lordship ot the people, full governing authodty~ general 
superintendence over the plants and animals (i.e. agriculture 
and cattle) and the power of adminstering the laws as the 
Vicegerent of Lord VaruI;la, the divine Judge pal'-e:i:cellence. 
The consummation of investiture was attained by the king-elect's 
stepping over the tiger·skin (symbolic of his greatness and 
conquest of enemies; cf. the epithet VyiLghmprat'tka p. 98), 
h1s investment with the wooden sacrificial sword symbolising 
regal and legal authority, his identification with Indra and 
VaruI;la, and the proclamation of his immunity from punishment 
(Ada!uJya) which in those days made him free from the jealousy 
or intrigue of rivals and factions. 

IMPERIALISM AND CONQUEST. - While Sovereign 
authority was thus consolidated, the princes 01 those ages 
directed their attention to conquest. Security at home freed 
their energies and these wer.e devoted to exploits outside their 
own territorial limits. The desire for universal over-lordship 
floated before their eyes. This conquest, again, was not merely 
an act of military success, but came to be associated with 
religious ceremonies and sacrifices which gave it the stamp of 
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moral recognition, The conqueror who perform th Vljap y 
or the Alfva edba wn not an ordinary mort I r I. ing n brute 
force, but was on prc·~min nt mong men "\ ho dignity 
approacbed that of Indra or tbe other <livin ruler of hi 
universe and a in the crue of the Intt T, llUiv l' al dominion 
over tbe whole of Aryan-dom "from the hill to tho tI was 
the aim of the victor. Th types of imp ri 1 authority vnti tI, 

at the pr9sent moment we have little mOllns of deciding 
natnre and character of the Suzerain's o.uthority v ted by Lhe 

rmance of the different rit b, Tho only informatioo is that 
'ed by the details of the religious liter ture \ bich mention 

e different inaugural ccremoni 8 for coot ·rring vnri d typ B 

of authority. There was tbe ordinary A bhiQoka or coronation 
of a king and over and above thero were tho VAjapoya, tho 
A~vamedha, tho PUl,larAhhj~eka and the Aindra· Inblibhiveka 
all of which conferred hjgher Rover ign power, 

LIST OF' 10. QU8RORS. - The Bl'lihmal.1n And th( 
Sl'autn utras give 11S lists or 8\1I; h· kin~~ nspil' d to universal 
dominion and nttained it with the p riormall l.:o (.·f the \'nl'ion8 
rites and sacrifices, 

According to the Aitareyn Dr., the fol1owjng kings uttninec1 
supreme bean hip by the performance of the nljasuya aod the 
Aindra-M ababhi~e ka. 

Name of kings: conntry. 

Janamejay~ son of Parik~'t YUTU 

~iryita Mtinava 
~atiDika SiUrijita .. , Kuru 

Amva~fhya 

consecrating priest. 

Tura K!vl1~era 
Cyavana Bhlirgava 

," Somagu~mlln 
Vljaratn ayana 

Parvata:and Nlrada 
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N arne of kings ; country. consecrating priest. 

Yadhiiqlsrauf?~hi of the race 
oE Ugrasena Kuru Parvata and Narada 

Visvakarman of the race 
of Bhuvana 

Sudas Son of Pljavana 
Marutta, of the race 

t •• Kasyapa 
..• Pafioala (r) Vasill~ha 

of 
Avik~it 

V llirocana Anga 
Bharata, son of Du1).fSanta ... Kuru 
Durmukha ... Paficila 
Atyarati son of Janantapa ... 

... Samvarta Angiraea 

... Udamaya Atreya 

..• Dirghatamas Mimateya 

... Brhaduktha 

... Satyahavya VaBifS~ha 

III the Satapatha Brahma:t;ta, we have another list which 
is of Aavamedhin kings. The kings who became universal 
monarchs were-

l. J anarnejaya Parikf?ita whose priest was Indrota Daivapi 
Sauoaka 

2. Bhimasena Piirik~ita 
3. U gl'asena " 
4. Srutaseua " 

. . 
5. Pam A~nara the KosaIa king 
6. Purukutsa the Ikt;!iiku king 
7. Marutta Avikf?ita the Ayogava king 
8. Kraivya the Paficiila king 
9. Dhvasan Dvaitavana king of the Matsyas 

10. Bharata Dlul).l,anti king of the Kurus 
11 . . ~~abha Yagiiatura 
12. Satrisiha the Pafl.cila king 
13. SiUinika Sitrijita the Kuru~king. 



List of Conqueror 

The list in the ..::iIikhijanll ~rBu is littlo dilf6lent. 
It mentions (XVI: 9) ,Tauarnejnys, Ugr na, B ImalloDa, 
grutssen ,~~abh ¥igii t ll ro, V.lid it AlbAm oDd Mat'Utta 
A vikfi tn. 

We haye details a.oont Buch COllqU ror ill th Epic and the 
Puri.Qas. 'l'he Epic j[abibhArnta (Drona. p r.) ive u a list of 
sixteen kings t·;:. Marutta. A vik~itn, IIbotru Ron of Atitbi 
Brhaclratha Ang.l, Sivi Ansinara, Bhllntn. H lll!\ Son of 
Ddarathn, llhagirathn, Diltpa, M!t.nclhittr. Yajili, Atubanta, 
~davindu, Oasa, Rantidovn. agam ud Prihu. . 

Tho character of this imp riali m \ as however differ nl ' 
from that which later on ended iu the uniti alion of tho whole 
country under one sceptr. 'rhe enrly conq\161'Ol'S, as a fule, 
remained sati fied with the aclmowlec.1g m nt of their sovor ign 
authority and demanded of the conqncJ'P(} only tribute nnd 
sel "ice, COlLequ8Ilt)y. fheir imperialislIl W;lS n cor.lprolnis8 
between uuiv('f 01 IU OllCl l'chy to the ~x<:ln iOll of 8no,ol'diu to 
prinCeS ond of ~ full tribul intit"I/cnticllce. '1'111.1 8uuiiJilntiun of 
conquered prince \vns reson'eu for a Jato!' u;:; aud the newer 
Imperialism UfO e in the East. 

RETROSPECT A ... "T D U~lMl Tty Oli' POLITIOAL 
EVOLUTION.-Be!ore we pass 00 to the next Ghapter, we muet 
attempt to summarise the character of politi colI evolution. The 
leading events in the l)olitical ]ife of the la.ter Vedic age were 

tbuB-
(1) Th~ establishml<nt of a consolidated royal authority 

strengthened by a military aristocracy and a priesthood. , I 

(2) Politicsl integration through ritunl and religion and ' 
the regulation! of the functions of the various elementl in the ' 
body-politic. . -: - . 

22 
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(3) Definition of the functions of sovereigqauthorit.y. 
(4) Desire for the establishment 01 universal overlDrdship. 
All tbese have been de~eribed i~ detail, but something 

requires to be said about the influeuce of the priest-hood and the 
compromise it brought about. 

The priestly families who gained a recognized position in 
Tho priesthood try politics, presumably cast their inftuence on the 

to. eltablieh a balance. aide of the de facto ruler. That was some~ 

thing the impo-rtance of which cOllld not be minimised In our 
own days Clericalism is a force in Europe and the authority and 
voice of the priests and bishops still predominates \ in many 
cQuntries. In the Middle ages 01' the Dark ages, it was greater. 
It was they who ruled the minds of men. They made and unmade . 
princes and humbled their proudest opponents to the dust. 
They introduced ord'er in life. They advised the princes, they 
spurred the people on to the cause of rational movements, 
humanism and progress. Science and democracy have knelled 
the death-knell of priest-craft but in spite of it, they are yet a 
potent force in civilised Europe, which nobody can neglect. 

In India the art or the ideal of th~ priestly class bad a 
d~eper inflence. It instilled in the minds of the common people 
a veneration for royalty and a faith in social seH-realisation. 
through the ruling sovereign. The anointed of Indra and Varulfa 
w~elding their functions was one who could not be dis-obeyed, 
since disobedience without cause was sure to bring the vengeance 

Need of ritllal; of the angry l'uIel''' of the universe. Saeer-
power and <!onti. dotalism thus inoulcated obedience and led nuance of alltlglallce 
guaranteed. to the permanence of allegiance eo long as 
the :png injured neither in life nor limb and so long as he 
preserved the prosperity of the community. ' 



AgaiD, wh'le regal autbority waa glorifi~ and debed, 
ruler of tbe peo Ie a put witbin cbecks. Bis Oath reminded 
him of his pledge to gOY rn according to accepted rul. of 

.. ''''"'u .. · .... and con t.antly inculcat d upnu him the duty of camUaa 
his part. of tbe compact entered into with the IOJemn 

." .. ' .. n· .... l of lobe dh'ine rulers. \Vhile tbis r 1a ion between the 
governor and LIte goverued a thu8 laid down, the eocial and 
political outlook widpn d. The conflict of cl or the war ' 
of sections passed into the bAck-ground and a social COD80iou

ness came into being cbn.r8ct~de !l hy a subjective nnera\ion 
for the interest of the holc, Last . of (lll, tb l'S emerged th f 
longiug lor tlJO C tab1ishment of llui" faal rul bich was but 
the manHestation of the de ire to rcali e organic) utlit~ ao far . a8 ' 

it related to poli tical1i Ce. ' 
Sacerdotali m thus, iotroducetl uew illcafll and principl81 

and masked the real character of the impending change. It 
hid from the populftr attention the fact that active JM)pu~a 
control W88 decaying. La spite of this, it got approval from tbi 
people since it eliminated to a large 81i.ant. the element. of 
violence and disturbance. Probably, the maM of tho peaceful 
Vii welcomed its influence. Chances of war or disputes for tY 
throne became Ieee common and the ordinary people profiting h7 
it thought it their duty more to obey than to question. 

. \Vhile the prieet·hood became the exponents of a r.pl&ted 
lOCial ideal which they promulgated and the safety of which 
they I8f&-~rded from regal violence, their position in &he 
political1ll8Chiuery was defined and limitations were put on them. 
The concM'MI which w¥ thus estabJiahtd between the two ruliDa 
principles, neutralieed the grave COD sequences of the eupeDa!!. 
01 the other. The priestly ideal put a check to tynnDY. At the 
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same time the . evils of a theocracy were averted. The priests 
themseh-es became excluded from the cbauce of gaiIiin,t; 'political 
power. On this head, the discussion in tbe Aitareya Br. is 
int~resting and shows how the relation of Brabma and K ~ltttra 
we-re conceived in tbose days. The two were regarde9 as the 
comPlements of each otber. . Their conflict was fatal to the king 
and th~ : RI1~tra. To the priest-hood was assigned a position of 
moral sup,eriority, though in the body-politic royalty was vested 
with the higbest powers and privileges. The prie~,t in tbe 
COl'.onation sacrifice sat below the king. The latter in bis turn, 
was made to take the oath from tbe priest . 

. The compromise thus arrived at was significant .and 
remarkable in the history 01 the political evolution of India. 
It hrougbt to a close the conflict of two opposite principles 
as well as the jarring interests and ideals of two set~ of people, 
v~z. the BrahmaI;1aR and tbe K~atriyas, who by their conflicts. 
and co·operation have done much to evolve the various aspects of 
I~dian c~lture. The race of hardy warriors, who yearned after 
u.ncontrolled dominion, deified power and sovereign authorty and 
sought tbe welfare of the communit.y through its agency. Oppo ed 
to them were the sacerdotal caste the BrahmaI)as who felt more 
for the i~djvidual and looked for his emancipation though his 
own activit.y. They idolised law and order and opposed violent 
changes. The two thus closely connected, represented conflicting 
. rinciples. The one slood for dominion and expansion, the 

other for systematisatiqn and order. The oue thought :for the 
~ommu_ni~/y as !\ wbole, the other felt for the individnal. The 
Qne stood or collectivism the other £01' individual effort; the 
one for obedience, the other for self-realisation, the one for the 
will, the ot~er for reason. The KllIatriya ruler yearned for his 



sovereignty "indivisible and absolute" while the priest 
contended for the total em-ancipation of society from politics. 
As a result. of this conflict of the two peoples and the subsequent 
compromise, a regulated constitutional life came into being. 

The evolution of this 1'egimt, marked the end of that 
D.cay of popular primitive stage of policallife characterised by 

activity. lawlessness and indiscriminate popular inter-
ference in everything. The decay of this popular domination is 
easily proved by the absence of the mention of the Samitia or 
the Sa1pgrlJ,mas and the c9rresponding importance of the Sabhfl, 
or the Pari~at. The authority of kings legalised by the sanction 
of the gods through sacrifice, was consolidated by the alliance 
of the priesthood. Oonquest beyond the limits o£ his state also 
strengthened the position of an abititions king. 

Yet inspite of this, kings never became irresponsible. For 
if ritual safe-guarded their position, it did not confer thereby 
irresponsibility or government according to will. The king 
never became superior to law and in the small states of those 
days, public opinion expressed itseU freely. Tyranny or 
arbitrary conduct made the king lose their sympathy and 
ultimatety their allegiance. We have given one or two inatances 
of the expulsion of ldngs. This right of expelling kings on 
the part of the people is also apparent from the ritual for the 
restoration of deposed monarchs. 
. FUl"thermore, in spite of the consolidation of regal authority, 
real sovereignty seems t.o have remained vested ultimately in 
the people and their ace ptance retained its old importance. 
Owing t,O the influence of the new ideas or the pl'eponderance of 
ritualism, popular election and acceptance took a new form. 
They became part and parcel of the ceremony of inauguration. 
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The formal proclamation and acceptallce by the 'peo'ple through 
Vestiges of election the sprinkling ceremony remained as im

and popular ohoice. portant as ever. More-over, the corlstant 
presence of popular representatives in all inaugur~tions shows the 
importance of the people. In the Rltjsuya, we find not only the 
Gramal;ti, but also the representatives of the various orders. 
In the A~"arnedha, too, the class representatives remained present 
during the consecration of the horse and its guardiaDs were also 
selected out of them. This clearly shows the importance of 
public opinion. In truth, the change was more of form than of 
principle. The people retained their right which they exercised 
once to its very letter. But as complexities had arisen and as 
it WllS impossible to consult the opinion of all individuals, their 
participation in election and choice tended to take a rituali,!3tic 
form. They were to remain present and at' the same time they 
were to signify their approval by sprinkling water on the head of 
the Detv-elected instead of the practice of Bounding "yes" or "no" 
or by clash of arme, as in the case of other nations of antiquity. 
How arose this practice of sprinkling will ever remain a 

:Sprinkliog. 
mystery. The water with which the sprinkling 
was done, had also its significance since it 

comprised the water of rivers and seas sacred to the people 
and a mixture of these symbolised the sovereignty of the king 
over those regions. 

. Similar significance attached to the other cerElmonies e.g, 
the Chariot-race, the Cow raid and the Dice·play. They show 
the' retention of older tests for recognising the king's superiority 
in valour and physical prowess. His excellence in the Cow-raid, 
showed in him those qualifications which distinguished the early 
chiefs in the cattle forays. The Chariot-race too was important 
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since it .served' as a means of testing the military qualities of the 
king. In India it seems to have been often resorted to for the 
Bt:1ttlement of disputeR. Even the gods, if we are to believe in 
the Aitareya BrahmaJ;la resorted to it to settle disputes and the 
victor was declared the winner. Similarly, the victor in the 
fictitious chariot-race was regarded as the fittest man for 
kingship, The Dice-play showed the sagacity or the new king. 

~------~----.---------------------------

NOTE -It would be difficult to find out eXMt parallels of the ideas and rituals found 

in thl! BrahmaQ,a literature, bllt instances m80y be cited to show similar developments in 
the history of other communities. The influence oE cosmic beliefs on political orgauisa. 

tion i. foulld everywhcre iD the ancient wodd. In Egypt, the king was the embodiment 

of Ra and hi, mundane counter-part, and politics was intimately connected with religious 

beliefs and ceremonial. In the ancient Sumerian citles, the Patesis combined the functions 
of roya\t.y and priesthoon. Similar was the casc in Ancient Greece where monarchy in 

the Heroic period was more divine than I'egal or political. 'fhough changes were 
gradually introduced through the uprising of the popular element, much of the older 

cel'emonia! snrvived. Amoog the MoloBsians, thel'e slIf\,ived the custom of consolidating 

tho relation between the king and his people by a sacrifice to Zeus, after which the king 

and the people 8wore to respect each other's rights. (Greenidgo G. C. H., p. 151). The 
Romans too, regarded I,npe/'il£'/I 11.9 somethinIT flowing £1'010 the gods and its exercise 

required divine sanction. Even after the fall of monarchy, tlli!! idea survived. Among 

the Hebrews, the king was supposed to exercise the authority which w s vested in him 

by God and there existed the idea of a double covenant between the Almighty nnd 
the king and between the king and the people. Remnants of these ideas survived 

during the M.iddle Ages. Modern progress bad put an .end to many of these ideas in the 

nineteenth century,. !Jut we often find echoes of it in the utterances of some pdnces. The 

accession to ' office whether of Kings or of Presidents is often IIssociated with Divine 

servioe and a complicated ritual, The ldng's oath even now retains its importance in 

many countries, especially in England, The oath remained of "itai importance in the 

Spartan constitut.ion where it wa. intorchanged avery month between the king. and 
the Iphor •. 



BOOK FOUR VEDIC HISTORY FROM FPles 

.' \. 1·1 
Tlie Mahabhirata' 

, . 
Evidence 'J. 

.. ",'-THE history of the later vedic age can well be gathei'ed 
from the Mahabharata and the Ramayana, for, as we have 

said already, the Epics ought to he regarded as 'the traditional 
history of that remote period. vVe take the Mahabhirata first. I 

General political condition of India.-The original hi8tOfi~ 
kernel of the great Epic gives us a detailed account of the' Kun 
rulers of that time and incidentally furnishes us with 
~ontemporary general account of Indian states and clans. 'It 
is ' with thiA only that we are concerned but before attempting 

show the amount of popular authority and control over tLeir 
princes or their government, we may SUl vey the political condi
tion of India about the time of the Great War. From an analysis 
of t:he Epic evidence we know that :- , 

(1). The wbole ' of Northern India was divided into, a 
number of states more or less independent as' far as internal 
government was concerned, but acknowledging the suzerainty 
of the paramount power of the day. . " 

(2). That ' the Madhyadesa or the region l'ound the Kuru 
Political life in country, was regarded as the intellectual and 

different Tegions. cultur~l centre of the Aryaus. The mannerii 
and customs of people of the western border i.e. those of the MaOraS 
and the Vihikas, were looked down upon by the people of ~ 

23 111 
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Central region. On the other hanel, Eastern India. \vas regarded 
as the land (.If the ~a.dras par e:tcellence, and tbi is apparent 
from the denunciation of Anga by the king of Madra. . Anga, 
Vaitga and the coastal regions are described l in more than one 
place as being ruled by mleccha princes. In addition to these, 
Bome of the ruling Kfjatriya families of the borddr region were 
regarded as Vratyas. Prominent among them were the Yiidavas, 
the ruling race in the e~ttreme south who had a sort of oligarchic 
ruling confederation. 

(3). The form of government varied. In the west., the old 
Aryan tribal principle was supreme and there were numerous 
petty states either ruled by local princes guided in all matters 
by popular . opinion or were democratic repu blics. In the 
central region e.g. in the land of the Kurus and the Matsyas 
the rulers were princes in name ooly. In the Kuru country, 
this popular sovereignty was so great that it is diHicult to form 
easily an impression as to whether the government CQ,U be 
described as a monarchy at all. It is ouly in the east tha 
the princes had a greater chance of ruling irresponsibly. 'rhe 
large number of wild tribes differing from each other in 
language, religion1 race and t@mperament,' the large number 

E t I 
. l' of elephants (a potent instrument in ancient 

as ern mperln Ism· 
warfare) found there in abundance, the 

cheapness of other materials required for a fighting force all made 
it easy for the eastern princes to raise large armies with which 
to rule absolutely without even consulting the opinion of their 
subjects. The Aryan settlers we.re few and these consisted 
mainly of the ruling families and their hereditary officials, and 
hence there was no opposition from them. This made not 
only absolutism possible but lostered a lust for dominion 
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outside the tribal territory which was the limit of domination in 
the west and centre of India. 'ro these, again, must be 
attrib.utetl the fact that the East was the land where the later type 
of imperialism took its riRe-an imperialism which meant 
something more tban mere suzerainty and was nothing less than 
universal rule to the exclusion of local princes and absolutism 
to its utmost limit. 

In such a state of affairs, J arasandha,. the Magadha king 
thought of pursuing a policy of " blood and iron." He had many 
aHies, the most prominent of whom were Vasudeva, the king 
of PUI}q.ra and Val}.ga, Bbagadatta of Klimariipa, and a number 
of central Indian ruler~ including th& Oedi Si6upiila and Bome 
of the Bhojas. 

Having thus given a survey of political de¥6lopment, we 
Popular rule in the proceed to cite evidence from the great Epic 

Kuru Country. to show the extent of popular sovereignty in 
those days. As regards the central region, we take the Kuru 
country and describe its history in detail, because the MahAbhlrata 
records mainly the traditional history of that country. As to other 
states, we have only some passing reference or !:lome occasional 
details only when we are on the eve of the great war. Under 
tho circumstances, lack of information prevents us from giving 
details as to most of these except the Kurus. 

. For the South, we must confine ourselves to the detailed 
description of the Yadava constitution and narrate some 
instances from Yadava history as recorded in the Epic to prove 
our point. 

Lastly, we must conclude by giving some details as to the 
tribal republics which retained their demooratic constitution 
in the various parts of the country, These, as 8 rule flourished 
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iJl the £r~ntier regions to the weat and north or in the secluded 
areas. In the MahibhArata, these states are described as Gapas. 
Of these, we shall only give a list, and ,this will be supplemented 
later on by short historical notices ~n eaoh of them. 'But, before 

" we ' pass ' on to the other subjects, we must make some ~tteQlpt 
tadeacribe the genera! characteristics ' of these repu.blics e.g. 

(a) They were outside the influence of the politica,l.£orces" 
l!hirlh operated in the Madhyadeaa. 
'. -QJ) They were dominated by some par t.i cl"!llar tribe o~ by 
t;nembers of one caste. \ 
'. . 'rhe Miilav8s. Yaudheyas, Tl'igartas and some other Ga\las, 
were mainly K~atriyas. The VatadhaQ.as and the Miidhj+amakeyas 
were Bl'ihmaJ;la gaQ.8S, while the Gramar;liyas of the IaQua 
region and the Abbiras on the bank of the Sarasvati 
Siidr.as by caste. 

The Kuru Country, • ! 

'" f t ~I' 't, :. 'ro all readers of the Mahibhar~ta it would be appa;e' t 
that the epic is primarily the history of the Kuru coulltry. 
~roDi 'the historical kernel which n9w forms only a small fractiQ'u 
<if "t4e vast encyclopredia, we have the following 'traditional 

. account of the reign of ~ve generations of the royal fp.mHrr *: ~ 

• • :A complete history of the Kuru line of kings as well ~. the relatiOD (}f the 
Kurul! to the earlier Vedic t1'ibes IJas already &ecn atteJ;llpte~. W~ hol~ ~hat , the M hJ. 
t,Mrala illl not.hing but the traditional llisloryof lhe Vedic period and we have tried t 
elt.blieh OUr pOlnt already, In paper entitled c, 1!iarlr Indian Chronology" an ~ttempt 
"'i~ be made to identity the rulerll of the KurD line as given in the ~fahabbarata 
'-Adiparva, Chij. 94 & 95) with lbe princes, who are fou(,Id in tbe ~veQJllln~ U'o oth.r 
~t.JphitA •• , '" 
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K uri/, Royal LiTle 

Pratipa 
I 
I 

8intanu 

I I 

Dbi~ma 

I 
I Dh:rtara~~ra 

I 
I I 

Duryodhana and Ynjutl';IU by 

I 
Balhika • • r 

(inherited maternal 
grandfather's 

dominion) 

I 
Vicitravirya & Citra.Iigada 

I (by second wife) 

I 
PAndu 

I 
Vidura i . (Parasava) 

I 
Yudhi~~hira and 

his 99 brothers a vaieya wife his brothers 
(by GAndhArl) I 

ParikfSit 
I 

Janamejaya 

Now, from tlJ.e account recorded in the great Epic, we find 
that in the reign of each of thes~ kings we have Rome consti
tutional e'vents of , im prta.nce to record and from these we can 
form an idea as to the extent of popl.lla).' sovereignty, The earliest 
of thesE; Pr~tipa h~~Ltbree sons e.g. Devapi, BahJika, and ~antanu. 
DevAptJufferM Ironi some skin disease. When old, the king 
t}!~~~t of )~s~lling ,Devapi on th~ throne and made prepara- . 
~9P~ ,for h,is: hiv~stitu~e. Thereupon, the Brahmins, the elders, the 
i~all?e?p.le, and the citizens prevented him. They approached 
~im and said that though the eldest prince was worthy and 
?t~,er~iser, agree~~le, he suffered from skin disease and hence he 
}Va, ,not ~ceptable to ·the gods. 
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Dissuad~d by the force of their argument and the weight 
of public opinion, the king had to give way and abandon the 
idea of crowning Devapi. This however made 
and he retired to the forest. Ct Ir 

?i ifl~ PT1I{ Qtt~~: ~'il I ' 

~~ r.,C:llVlfm'~i!l1a'(fu~ll U • 

~ ~}i:fT ij ilqfirolt~~~l:qr'{ I 

~:sgCfi~Sll~6fT ~llt~ I'f18{61',{ II 

T1..'lf' CfCfl~ "11": ~~~ m~ t 
ml.f: tt6fTiffffN ~ ~~ ~cr: II 

.wtifT'f:' itwci'ttn~ i{Tf~if~ri6 ~qm: I 
t:rcr tfi(CtT ~q~~f ~i( r'f5fq-(\~T: II 

••••••••• f •• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

flfl: tt~ftmlils~ ifJImCfi~fff.etrl: I 
fifiUfui ~ti QT ~fq: ~~ I!fif'{ II 
crrmt iffij~ n'IiT ~.19.( ~fflf:i!frl~ I 

f~'qf .. ~i( trR:('ij6t{ ttltfln'f{ 1R1IfW~q II . 

~'it$'" ~fn! iffifJ~~~~: I 
ftffiitR:?t 'U15li( l:OO~l:T~CfiT'(tn{ II 

Udyoga cb. 149. 

On his withdrawal, th( second son Balbika became king, 
for a time, but he too abdicated in favour of hil!J younger 
brother ~intanu who was crowned king by the people and the 
magnates. I ' , , 

~antanu's reign otherwise 'Un.eventful was marked ' towards' 
its end by an event of constitutional importance. It was the 
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voluntary abdication of hid only legitimate son and heir to the 
throne, t.he celebrated Bhi~ma. The king being smitten with 
love for the daughter of a fisherman, and yet not daring to accept 
her on account of the hard terms proposed by the father or 
the girl, who insisted on the stipulation that the son of his 
daughter by the king would be the heir to the throne to the 
exclusion of the virtuous BhI~ma, was in a difficult position. 
The dutiful son, to fulfil his father's wishes, boldly went to the 
fisherman and asked him to bestow his daughter on the king 
and . to remove all objections on his part, he voluntarily 
renounced his claim to the throne in a Sabha in the presence 
of the members. The story is given in the Adi-parva, ch. or. 
The whole transaction, we are told took place in the presence of 
the members of the Sabha. 

~intanu by this marriage had two sons Citriingada and 
Vicitravirya. The elder succeeded as king but soon be was 
killed in a \Val' with the Gandharvas. The faithful BLi~ma 
acted as the regent of the state, serving the cause of hig 
minor young brother and administered the state according 
to the qounsel of his jealous step-mother Satyavat,i. Bhi~ma 

signalised his devotion by acquiring three brides for his step
brother Vi~itravirya (see Adi, ch. 96). One of these brides, 
Amba, was however sent back to her own kinsmen on aClJount 
of her entreatie that she had chosen the king of the Sa~bhas as 
her lord. This however proved a great misfortune for her. The 
king of the Saubhas rej~cted her since she was the vi,ctory prize 
of anotber, according to the custom of those days. Rejected by 
both the parties, Rhe in J.:evenge implored the assistance of 
Rima Jimadagnya-the greaL champion of militant braLminisnl, 
to come and persuade Bhi!?ma to take her for one of 
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his brothers. This being refused the tw'o decided to appeal 
to the supreme arbitration of force and fought f r se~eral 
days. 

The combat ended in a draw. The rest of the events 
is narrated in the Adi-parva. But here again we meet with 
another event of constitutional importance which though not' 
mentioned in the Adi parva is incidentally ' narrated in the' 
Udyoga-parva which seems to have proserved the true hie to.:: 
rical account. In the 147th chapter of that Parva, "wei have aii 
account of the history of the Kuru country recorded by BhijJ'ma: 
himself. From that we know that Vicitravirya ' who succeeded 
Santanu was too fond or women and consequently fell a -victini 
to Yak~ma (Phthisis) consumption and. at the SBme time the 
Kuru cQuntry being invaded by the terrible Brahmin warrior, 
Para~urama the king was banished by the citizens. ( ~~ 
ifTiTlf~~q~lf~o: ) ., 'l 

Next, a pestilence bl'Oke out and carried away a large 
number of inhabitants and only a small portion of the popula.
tion survived. There was no king, the government fell in:tO' 
disorder and the misery or the people knew no ' bounds. There· 
upon the people headed by the elders approached Bhi~ma ' the 

rightful heir to the throne. They together with Kali, the wife 
01 ~antanu (step mother of Bbi!;ltna) besought the worthy prince 
to 'take up the reins of government and to ~Bave the countrY 
from destruction. 

T~ia however Bhi~ma refused. He reminded them of his 
voW' (which he had taken before the assembly) 'd£ celebMY 
and of renunciation and persuaded the quee'n~mother tp an~\f 
the widowed queens of the late soverejgn to raise issu~ by 
the practice of Niyoga . . 



Accessiolt 0/ Dhritarastra 

Of these three sons, the eldest Dhttara~~ro was not eligible 
for kingship as be was blind (Vdyoga, ch. 141, v. 38.). Vidura 
too, was excluded being born of a slave-girl. PS,Q.Q.u thus became 
king thougb for a time Bhi~ma acted 8S the real ruler of the 
country. He however soon foreook tbe world and with his wives 
spent his time in the forest, making over his kingdom to his 
blind elder brothel' though this point is not clear in the account 
of the Adj ·parvR (ch. 119). The story of the handing over of 
the kingdom to his brother by PSI).q.u is again put in the 148th 
chapter of the Udyoga-parva in the mouth of Bhsradvsja. 
There DroI).a, the speaker, makes the statement that the people 
had accepted Dhrtara~tra as king. 

The blind Dhrtara~tra thus became the next king. His 
claims rested parLly on his brother's abdication and gift and on 
popular sanction. Probably, this popular support enabled him 
to rule, for there existed a section of e1ders, who never recognised 
him as king (Udyoga, cb. 147). 

It would appear from the following ~lolLa8 that Db.rLa
riil;ltra held the throne by vi rtue of his brother's abdication, and 
acceptance by the people. Some of the Kuru elders like 
DroI).a regarded Dbrtars~tra as a rightful king though they never 
thought of this as constituting a bar to the succession of the 
PSJ,lq.avas. But others like BhiE}ma regarded Dhrtarii~~ra as a 
mere figure-head representing royalty and sought to further 
the cause of the young prince Yuclhi~~hira the son of PaI;1q.u to 
the exclusion of Dhrtarb:?tra's sons. The views of DroI).a are 
found in the folIo ingverseR ;-0£. 

24 

~'fr ~.t~rn: ~~~ f6!~~~: I 

~Ten' ~ 1:t~Tcm ~": '''ifff1rn: I ~ 
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~~ '.l~"C:~tt. y~~n' ~"ii I 
~&t iR~T ~i ~'1lf~!if: u . .. ...... " .................................. . 
fln: 1!cU: ~~ 'i({~H( 'Sf.f11ro{ I 

tliq'q~ ft~ ~m qT~ 6fifTNQ1l II .... 
Udyoga ch_ 148. 

Bhi~~a's opinion regarding Dnl'yodhana's c1aim is found i~' 
his admonitioll to that prince in the midst of tbe assembly ot 
Bhirata elders and allies summoned to settle the displlte about 
the succession to the Knru kingdom. ., 

~: ~~i\i1(Clr .. ~ U6fT ftffi'l ~ , 

tHill g qT~t~~t{ if~f cffictJf~({: 11 

~ ~Ol' ('f~ it ~t:n': ftfO~llT~~Tft1ll: I 

ill ffiff Citi~;i Cfiltff tl~wr~' lli.)~'t II 
Udyo. ch. 147. 

~w: ~'fmfl t'i:nJTit'iifl~ 11m l1lt('f \I 

~~ t~' ~1ql1t: Cfi;flmi1rQ~" Q: II 

f~i{Tit ('f~ ~~~Tf,,~ tl\'Rt~R~ n 
•• , • ••• •• ••• • •• • •• • • •• •••• t •••• •• ••••• • ••• 

Elsewhere, the Mahibharata (Udyoga, ch. 147) gives us 
another account of the Kuru state and this throws a flood of light 
on the events and their import,ance. In it, Bhi~ma narrates before ' 
the assembly the whole story from his own abdication and deter· 
mination to serve his step-brother. Incidentally, 'We are {urtber ' 
told that Vicitravirya was excluded from the kingdom by bis 
people, and on his exile the people approached Bhi,ma (tadibbya-
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'Pop 1I la r Clamour for Bhisma 

dhlv~Jmimeva' praia1). k!?udhbhnyapJq.ita'Q.-Udyo"ch.147-25) and 
requested him to ascend the throne which but for his voluntary 
renunciation was his and told him that it wa.s the will of the people, 
that he should become king for the benefit of the people: cf. 

(If«U uit'f ~il~ lt~ijqqT1lillJ ... 1 

lJ f-. ~t"\l'~fil~~fi()qcnftm: II 

ll=t~frl\1i11~ ~'QWIl' ~q~ I 

l.J~f ' ~l:T:s£iti l:TJ if iifCIq.. ~~~: II 

, 1f~TRNTq1'lfrnq If:s£T: 'ijl'Uqr~ffi: II 

. ~8n is(~: -~~~T: lion: lJQt ~T~T i:{q \l'~1.f if: I 

tnt: ~~ ~~ ij 1fl~ : ~~qt~: II 

~ if tron: ~T ~f\l'~~~: , 

"'~rr~f1J~T ttlTtl' tIT: tlft(lfT~iliRT II 

"l~if tI~ ~h: ~ tr5ft lrifif trt'f!l'-t I ... 
~ ~q'frl 'IT ~1" fclifTIl'{JQ1T'6flij II 
................................ , ........ . 
?J1f: ~T lritT~lijf llTen 'CiTit "" it 11m II 

ll«lT: '[(Tf'ifflNI4t: "~1. Cf'l~fll: I 
,"~'1~~m lt~ ~~ ~ffi{ 1\ 

... 

, . 

The people who approached Bhi~ma included the Paura! or 
the 'townsmen - (01' burghers), the bffice-bearers of the state 
the priests and the BrahmaJ;1as. Their appeal fell on deaf 
ears and Bhi~llla true to his principles, refused to violate his 
oath. The tltory shows clearly how the people took ~pon 
themselves the task of filling the throne, and the language too is 
free from am biguit.y. 
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However, matters soon came to a head. The sons or PiJ}.Q.u 
grew up to manhood; their virtues attracted the peop~e to, their 
side and they began to speak openly for the accession of the 

/, 

PSt;lQ.ava prince to the throne. This was galling to Duryodhana 
the eldest of Dh!tara~~ra's sons and he related to his father the 
story of the great popularity of the PaJ}.q. vas (Adi, 141, 32-38). 
As the people wanted the Pil;1q.avas to be their rulers in 
place of Dh!'taral?~ra, Duryodhana asked his father to banish 
the £iTe brothers to the city of VaraJ}.8vata, thus removing 
them from the eyes of the citizens. 

'rhis however was a step which the old king did not dis
approve. But he feared the consequences of the step, which 
might lead to a revolution, in wbich the people were sure to 
take the side of the virtuous Yudhi~tbira. The king feated 
for bis own life and the lives of bis sons, who were sure to fall 
victims to popular fury, and he expressed his apprehension 
clea.rly in the following words :-

lltfT fir tn~ ilm1",T ~ ~ ~ci llOR I 
~ , 

1Un: ~1. Qhm, if'Cil11tfif fm({: 1\ 

if ~~T ~~i'iT~(I'! tn~~ 'IT iJTfR:T ~fin: 1 , ' 

~vi ~~lU i{ .n ~~: ~~cmt \I Adi. ch. 142. 

Tbis popu]ar clamour f0r the young Pst;lq.ava princeR made 
the o]d king dread the consequences of ousting the PSJ}.q.ava. 
princes from the state and consequently Duryodhana had 
recourse to the stratagem of sending them away to Varat;l8.vat"" 
to be burnt down along with the ioflammable bouse. prepared 
by the l'oyal conspirators. Their miraculOlls escape, their. 
success at the SvayarrwaI'(j, of Draupadi, and their marriage a~A 
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Bharata War 

well-known to all Indian readers of the Epic. At length, when 
the news '0£ their success reached the ea1'8 of the old king, he 
along with his old ministers had the princes restored to their 
royal position, which was sanctioned by the legal right of 
inheritanoe and the force of popular choice (qffiifl¥t~¥t(f ~ 
~,~ q~~: I Adi., 204:-11). Here too the language is 
significant. The PaI;l.q.avas arA described as being established 
by virtue of popular choice. Their restoration however waf:> 
short-lived. 

Events did not pass smoothly. The sons of Dh:rtar5~tra, 
who seemed to have based 'their claims upon the regency of 
their blind father, sanctioned by the handing over of authority 
to him by PS~Q.u on the eve of his abdication, did not relish the 
prospect of the PalJ.Q.avas' succession to the throne and remained 
constantly on the alert to dispossess them through Iorce or fraud. 
They invited them to a dice-play, in which the PSJ;lQ.avas lost 
evel'ything.* Restored once more, they again yielded to the 
temptation of a re-play, lost every thing and departed, 
consenting to live as hermits for twe]ye years with another 
years life incognito. vVhen at the end of that period, they 
returned and claimed their inheritance. This was refused by their 
opponents and thereupon the parties bad recourse to the supreme 
arbitation of might. Both allied themselves with friendly 
kings and India was divided into two grMt camps. All this 
together with the histol'Y of t·he war is too well-known to be 

- - -------
o Tbis dice-plti<y was of great significance. An we aliltnow I it was customary for 

princes during their coronation to prove their worth by success in ; dice-pla.y. Probably, 
this has been utilised by the Epic poet. Again, this dice-play does not sltow that the rulerli 
could tl'anfer everythhlg Itt tbeir wiH Lut that they lIlerely etllked tlJcir owo rigLts which 

did not affect the liberties of the people. 
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narrated here, particujarl~ bec8u§e the sub 'equ.e~t bistory is of 
no use to us, ' 

Sopn the great war was o.~er. The Piip.qavas alope survived 
and the eldest of them becam~ de fato r~ler of th~ state by right 
of conquest. 'fhe old blind Dbrtara!jl~ra retired to the for~.et, 
but not before he had given an account of hi r'uia to the Kuru 
community, both as a regent and a de facto ' ruler ' w}.l~ had. 
remained the ' titular head of the state for so long' a period. ,Weal(~' 
weary, and worn out in body and mind, he crave9 pardon. from 
his people for the sins of his sons; recOlmted the past -Histo,ry 
of the 'kuru m~narchy, e.xplained the cir'cumstances, in ,whicll 
thfJ crown had been forced upon him, expressed'. his presE)nt 
inability to govern, aud sorrowfully sought their permission' 
to leave for the forest. ' .. :\t, the same time, he handed .over the 
reins of lawful authority to Yudh£~thira, in whose hand$ tCm:e, 
plf1:ced the fortunes of his sujbects. ' The whole account is, given 
in ' the eighth and ninth chapters of the Asrama-visika Parva 
which presenes the farewell utterances of the blind king at ' a 
meeting of the PaUl'as and J'inapadas of all castes not exclu¢ling 
the ~ildras (As., VIII, & IX). The whole accou~t of this, pattiiig 
speech oI the old king deserves our best atten,9on. "The' king's 
speech is uttered in a spirit o~ conciliation: cf. " 

" . .. e.,,1if "f"~l'il ~"1 ~~T ~1l1~ I 
l{Cfifl': ti~~at' mCfiT~ ~fllJffi: " 
lH, ~~ ''17:: tA:'lfIf,a ~m: " 
••• t.,.. ...... , ••••• , •• , ••• ,.. ••• • •• • • • I' 
~~l.ff ~fit~" ihi ~fm-~ '1T1~'1I ' 
Sf 'ff m~! ~iill 'u,nrnm "frmR 11 
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Dkritarastra's Fairwell 

~SNf cmrrifif tf'-fT tf(l{fiAT1f(f: I .., 
CSQlfT\llIiHIINt tn~ ~f~Sif'CtT: " 
........... . . . .. f ................ . ........... . 

11T~: tn~mimJ ~lm'.~~Tl{ I 

"~r fqf~~-a~ m~" Q'ftQl~(i': II 

tnmm~ ~T(i' fcI~m if ~1ltf: I 

7.IliT 'Ef ~~T it ~fum JfCfmJ1~ II 

.\1 ~mr \ll~T~ ~ffT~ ~ ... I 

J1~1 '" \TcH,t ~~ ~f III ~mi(~T: U 

1l(f~'Cifr~1{1mm~l( ~~'H'1fit:H I 
.... ............................ " .. ......... . 
tf'IfllT ~ l(Tdt~ l.tf{ ~T~,! ~ ~m:r ... I 

"i\' 'i'f~ if Cfi.ffClt' J1l.tl q'(tslm~ftff : II 

-PTsd "O'tf"lfTSd cf~lsd in ,f\ftf: I 
~ ~ 

~~~l'ift 'q q(:lT¢ dff 'gi{q~~li(~ II 

. ( . .. 

These are not the words of a tyrant haughtjly dictating 
terms to his subjects cowed with fear of despotic authority. 
They arE! on the other hand, the words of a popular monarch 
who had eVE;lf leaned on popular support and who on the 
approaching close of his career was rendering an account, 
of himself to the people iu tones of affection and regret. Many ~ 
of the words uttered 'by him are significant.. Repeated apologies 
are olered; the next successor Yudhi~~hil'a is placed in the ' 

I ' 

bands of the aDd ia referred to as a na1/sa or deposit, while tA~ 
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the kingdom is described as a trust (nyasa.) 
Yudhi~~hira. 

~NfWU if~fflon ll~: ~f'f""~ \I 

~~ ~fimf '{fim ~f" cr: I I 

tfCf ..mt ifl11 ~: ~iqf <it ~: II 
lllf,,"sW ~ m~ if.nqrfT! tim "?1'T II 

Lastly, after saying that he never offended them, (~l. 15-18.) 
he seeks permission to retire to the forest. 

On the retirement of the , old king, Yudhi,~gira the hean 
of the Pa1fq.ava brothers, was accepted as king and he governed 
well. After his retirement along with his hI'others, Parik~it, ! 
the grandson Qf Arjuna, was raised to the throne ~'with the 
consent of the people and on his death his son Janamejaya was 
crowned king by the citizens, the ministers, and the Raja
purohita cf. 

tim ~q!?f:ar8fi~5f~n if~ ~~~ ~~t: tt'(~laR'~fr"fi~T: I 

~f~fi~ Uitg~i{T ~cr ~ ('t~ ~q~ ~: I 
• I 

~ fiN' ('t~ ~:lf~f~ ~it<1l ~l !f~crTN.n ~ II 
(Adi oh. 44. 5.) 

From the evidenc.es summarised abovE', we may come to 
the conclusion that in the Kuru country popular elective royalty 
was the established form of Government. These kings, though 
they could claim the right of successidn by virtue of their 
being heirs of past rulers, were at the same time entirely 
dependent on the people. The latter e~ercised th~ir right of 
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choice and election and without their support, the king could 
not think of carrying on government irresponsibly. 

The popular bodies-rrhe people thus remained snpreme. 
In the Mahabharata and the Ramayal).!l, we repeatedly hear of 
organised popular bodies like the PcW),(t8 and the J(J,napadas. 
But, beyond this we do not know any details about them i.e. their 
constitution, franchise. or mode of exercise of their powers. 
Everything concerning them has been lost. But it is not 
impossible to recognize that the Pauras were the burghers, who 
derived their importance from their residence in tbe capital and 

. also from their guilds and other organisations, which were 
common in India from the close of the Vedic age proper. It is 
significant to note that they are everywhere collectively designated 
as Pura-l'(J,sina(t, Patw(J,(t, or NtLgar(J,(t. The JlLnapadas also seem 
to have been organised bodies. In later times, such organisations 
of ~rel}.is, Piigas or Sam3vayas for various purposes developed 
into Relf-governing iuSLituLions,":' which are describecl in the 
Smftis. Details are lacking, nol because they had neither 
organisation nor legal rights, but becA.use their existence and 
influence were so well-known that none of the law-givers took 
care to explain them 

The King as custodian oj popular 'rights- The king thus 
ruled not by virtue of divine privileges, but by popular consent. 
The tributes he got from his subjects, were not spent for his 
own luxury but for doing good to his subjects. Such was the 

--------- ---- -----.-
• The first to draw attention In these self-govel'lling bodies was my father the late 

Pandit Rai R. C. Sa8tri Bahatinr, whose articlo 00 the Municipal Institutions in AucielJt 

Inrlia wa~ publisbed in 1898 ill the .Journnl of the Buddhist. Text Society. Recently, 
j he political a&pect of ~nme subject has been discllssed in detail hy Mr. K. P. Jayaswnl oi 
his "Hindu Polity." 

?Q 
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~uty attached to the royal offico from the days of the Vedas 
downwards. '1.'he king was merely a custodian of ~is people-'s 
money and the Epic thinkers are 'almost unanimous in holding 
this opinion. Thus, when the sage Galava offered to b. 
king the girl Madhavi in consideration of the payment of 
a heavy §ulka, the king expressed his inability and said~ 
"W'hatever accrues to me from my people is llot for my 
enjoyment, but belongs to the people (paura·janapadarthaIfl). A 
king who spends this money for his own pleasure, is n ithe1' abJe 
to achieve dharma or fame, nor gets any benefit after death." 
Later on, in the Jatakas, we find an echo of the same idea .. 
Thus, in tbe Tailapatra Jat.aka, the king tempted by the Yak~i:r;li 
formally reminded the latter that he had no control over his 
Bubjects; he was simply empowered to chastise the wicked. 

In lieu of bis services to the people, the king received t,axos 
which were regarded as bis uXlI/es. Such an idea was a heritage 
from the old Vedic times and was fostered by the influence of the 
Social Oontract theory, which arose towards the close of th~ 
that period and was elaborated by the Epic thinkers. The . 
rights of kings were thus far from being absolute and in lUore 
than one place, taxes are designated as mere wa,qes (v-.etana). 

Tyn'anicide or deposition of wicked kings :-Thrones of 
despotic princes were insecure. Irresponsible rule or high
handedness often made subjects rise in revolt and they put 
an end to despotism. Tyrannicide was common, and the political 
thinkers of the Mahsbhsl'ata prescribed the death of the despot 
as the only remedy for tyranny. In more than one place, we 
have passages which call upon the people to put their vicious 
rulers to death. Nay, in some passages it is regarded as a duty 
(~inti, ch. 67 ~~l'(nfQlJ~T q1iljt ~~~ 1:t~~T I), In one such 



Depositiolt 01 7)1r£l11ts 195 ---- - - --- ------~----

passage, wbich is preserved in the midst of verses lauding the 
various kinds of iIt, we are told "that a king who failed to 
protect. his subjects from oppression by robbers or enemies, Qr 

under vvbo e rule people starved or women were dishonoured, 
deserved death in the hands of the people, as if he were a mad 
dog." d. 

fl:iq;~ n~U ~lfqci ~l OIQ) u~ u~mCf~ffl I 
ftf~SiUl CfT ~~sfii flIfCRT'ff Cf~lum II 

u~ 'Qf f~ ~1 : ~flCfi: ~~fu ~~T I 
'q!~rfl rr~r~' fCf~ ~'f ,(l\irCfill~ II ~ 0 

~hr~luw ~ "( l{T~~Uift ('fHn f~u: I 

~,i)lffit Qffigf.{Titi i!nl~'l if ~ ~lCffn 11 ~ ~ 

"'f~~flT-{ ~'l'f\-{ fCf~lm~iti'fTUCfi~ , .. 
ri Cl ~Tij\Cfif'!( 'fif.l: 'Q~T: lI1;{W tit.a~'t" ~ , 

" I-

~~ cit '(~~ ~ Ul if 1:'t'fffl ~Q: i 

-~ 'Q «i fif'f1ff1lr. q 'Cf ~11Q1~ ~~: II ~ 

Ann. ch. 61. 

As to instances of deposition of kings, we bave in the ... t\eva
medba parva, the account of the deposition of king Kb~ninetra 

of Oudh (Asva., ch. 4). Elsewhere we have accounts of the down
fall of the DaJ;lq,akas (DaJ;lq.akanalp mahadrajyarp AurveJ,laikeJ,la 
nip~titaql). the deposition of Al'juna Kartavirya, of Aila, and 
of king Dambhodbhava, who despised and maltreated the 
brahmins. orne more scattered aceounts of deposed tyrants are 
found, and most of these names of such ill-fated tyrants occur in 
later literature. But, by far the most important is a traditional 
list of ill·fatea kings -as -brought. dest-ruction on their race 
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by their sins and. in this list we find the names of most 
of the princes mentioned by Kautilya in his chapter 011 ilndriya
jaya,' (who were not identified by Dr. Shamasastry). In course 
of the debate before the Bbirata war, Bhima mentions them 
(Ud., 74, 13-17) ch.:-

i3~ cb. 7 4. ~~itit ~T~nif: etc. 

~~om:J~T~,"1 .nQTift i;fifit~~: I 

~~~ift ~~R~m Cf~: II .... 
~~f~: ~l:Tifi ~liT;rt ~fWCfi: I 
~cfiq ~NTirl ~ifTiff ~1{~Cfi: II 

'fam~ fiJffiitt CR~ll iJ~lijflf ~ ... I 

COs: ~l:itrn~t ~ren~ ~crr: II 

lftijf~r~"~t ~~lift ~1lt~: I 

m~qr~CJ?mitt i!~ift fef1JT'fiJ: II 

~ iff~1TTiI1r~?t ~~~T: I 

Only Karala Vaideha's name mentioned in the Xau~i1iya and 
in Pali tradition, is not in the list. In a chapter of the Maha
bbarata, he is described as a pious king discussing the Sarpkhya 
doclrine with Paiicasikha, one of the earlie t expounders of the 
system. His name however occurs in the Buddhacarita.';; 

Otlw' 101'1718 of government :-But while we have nothing 
more about Northern India, we have intere ting side-ligbts 
on 4-,he Yadavas, which enable UIS to know something of another 
type \)£ government which existed in the 60nth where thaL 
tribe of sturdy fighters ru1ed. In the days of the great war, 
-----------------------. 

.0 !If fl!!Iflle'n 1{ y~' .T"Tl~lI'i~lIil~ I 

~1(rq .rSllfC!i ~ ~i'J 1'!"-l'81l{>Jl~~ U Budrlhowrl/a, iv, 80. 
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the Yadavas were not regarded as K~atriyas of pure Aryan 
blood but as VratyaE!. So saiel Bhiirisrava to Arjuna who 
following the advice of Kr~I;la had cut off his hands, while he 
was about to smite his rival Siitya.kiY He reproached Al'juna 
for following the advice of Kr~J;ln, and attributed his misdeeds 
to his connection with tbe YiidavaR, whom he described as not 
only wicked and perverted by nature but also Vriit.yas. More
over, it is well-known to all students of the Mababharata that 
there prevailed among th~m not only marrajge with first cousins, 
but also other customs which did not find place among the true 
Aryans. 

From the Epic, we learn that the Yadnvas had a peculiar 
republican constitution. They were a Confederation of several 
independent claDs and comprised among others the Bhojas, 
Andhakas, Vp?J;lis, and Kukuras among them. Each clan 
was l'uled by its hereuitary chief, but the govemment of the 
\vhole con£eueration was vested in an assembly of tbe chiefs who 
exercised independent local j urisciiction. This assembly was 
nnder an officer called Sabbiipati, who in times of emergency 
~ummoned (,he Yfidava princes and Elders to as emblp, in the 
Sabha. (Sabha:-parva ch. 220, 10-13). It was the Sabhiipati who 
I:mmmoned the YAdavas to arms by beat of drums and communi
cated to them the tidings of Subhadra's ahduction hy Al'juna: 

The Confederation as a whole, had no king in the 
ordinary sense of the word but had an ejected chief who acted 
as the President. The afi'llrs of the state were managed by the 
body of Eluers whose voice was supreme. Viisudeva or Srik:r~l)a, 
regarded later on as the incarnation of God himself, was one of 

-------- --------
• Drot)!l P., c"li, Hi, 
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the elders. Tn ch. 81, aloka 25 of the Santi Parva, he is 
described as one or the Sangha·mukhyas of the Y,adava SliJ;lghl\ . 
and is warned by Narada to guard against dissj3Dsions in the 
S·al}.gha. as this was sure to destroy the Oonfedel·stioll. These 
chiefs, however, seem to have retained autonomous jurisdiction 
over their own subjects and tribesmen. Their independence 
is to be inferred from the following passage which describes the 
chiefs or the Yadavas, Kuhn'as, and Bhojas as lohe.svaras or 
"rulers of men themselves." cf. 

~: ~T ~T ~~ ;rT~CIIEf~: I 

"?}.n~lft'r ~"fl~m ~TCjfiT iit~~~:T~ ~ II 

But, while they retained Leal jurisdiction and ruling au~~oT' 
it.y, they were not crowned. kings in the strict sense of the 
word. This would. appear from a!. 29, ch. XXXVIf, of the Sabha
parva, wherf', in course of the <iispute regarding the arghya, 
the Oedi Sisupala takes exception to the selection of Srik+~l}.a 
on the ground that he was not worthy of that hjgh honour 
as he neither came of a royal family (a-raja), nor had ever been 
crowned king. cf. 

6fh~ ~H:f~~7 ~l~ctt_'1~ ;r ~~11""t I 
~u,n ~~'lf~ i.6fT "'-IT it$WR~ II 

,. 

Republicanism and Srf Kr~!la.-Before we conclude our 
account of the Yadavas, we must say something of Sriknl}..R 
und~ubted]y the central figure in the present Yj:!rsion of the Epic 
narrative. Great as a religious teacher and equaHy prominent 
in war a.!Icl poli tics, Srikr~l}..a today is regarded as a.g incarnation 
of the Deity. His political career and teachings as . described 
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in the Epic, show him to be worthy of that reverence, with 
which India invokes his name and no account of the Mah§,:.. 
bhirata politics will be complete, unless '\Vel attempt to set forth 

, the main outlines of his policy or the part he played in -the 
political life of contemporary India. Here we summarize his 
activities during the three important phases of his career:- . 

(1). By birth, Kr~I;1a Vasudeva was a V:r~I;1i prince and 
a scion of the ruling Yaclava K~attriyas. The efforts of bis 
earlier life were devoted to the destruction of the power of 
Karpea who had usurped the headship of the Yi,davas and 
was trying to perpetuate absolute power, in league with a 
number of eastern princes i.e. J arasandba and his allies viz . 

. Bhagadatta of KAmarupa, Vakra of KarUfi\a and Pu:t;lq.ra 
Vasudeva, lord of Vanga, Pu~q.ra an d the Kiritas. This league 
was joined by some K~A.Ltriya princes like the Cedi Sisupala 
and Bhi~maka and t.his compelled some of K~attriya princes 
to move westward. The Yatlavas like the princes of the 
StUasenas, Salvas, Pataccaras, South Pat.ca1a and East KosaIa, 
had to move and they retired to the fortified ~ity of Kusasthali, 
and to DvaravatL . 

(2). After his success against Ka111sa whom he killed, he 
Bet up Ka:rp.sa's father Ugrasena as the elected President 
of the coniederacy and tried to re-organise the Y~davas. He 
directed bis energies against J arasandha (whose daughter Ka:rpsa 
had married) and tried to free India from the consquences of . his 

! policy of 'blood and hon.' It was the practice of the latter to 
uproot all local monarchs and to imprison or slaughter them. He 
and his allies had thus become a menace to the KEjllttriyas of the 
west and so Kr~Qa revived the "Kf;lattriya League" composed 
of the Ailns and the Ikl?akus and called upon Yudhi~~hira to 
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pel"form n. Rajasuya, a prelimiuary step to which would be the 
overthrow of Jarasandha. The latter was despat.ched more by 
stratagem than force aud h is son Sahadeva was put on the throne 

of Magadha. 
(3). The last phase of KnH.1a'8 life was devoted to the settle '- -

ment of the dispute between the Kauravas and the PSI;1Q.avas. 
He tried his best to win over or persuade Duryodhana to a 
policy of conciliation but failed. Duryodhana did not only 
not listen to his c~)Unsels of moderation but went so far as to 
attempt the imprisonment of Krf?I;1a. 

In the Assembly which met on the eve of the Bhatata war, 
when all efforts at mediation or compromise failed, K:fi~~a deliver
ed a number of speeches in which he called upon the Kuru elders 
to avoid a fratricidal war. His arguments won over most of them 
to his views, but even then DUl'yodhana proved obdurate. There
upon K1 !?l).a delivered his final addross and called upon the Kurus 
to act ou the principle of sacrificiug the disturbing elements in the 
royal family for ihe general good. He asked them to follow the 
example of the Yadavas by arresting DUl'yodhana and his 
counsellors and thus to rest.ore peace. Udyo. ch. 128. 

cf· q((l"ilfittll~nt ~~v.lff" f~c:i q'q: I 

l1qnrIH~if ~ ~ U~(f l11"(nT: \I 

mGl(Jsr~ "~~ ~"(l'qrolIifT(ff~i{, I 
Gilqo: fq~a' 'i((fl ~qli tm: II 
~q-~ifV(f: qf~: qR<mfi: ~ qy~ I 

'nm~t f"rrCfiT1tif lnlT l1~T Jf'fT'l~ 'II 
"I;Illq\: ~ .. ~~f~,nfufl1~lfq ~~o: I 
~~: ~ '{l~ ~l~"(l'5lf~ crtifi II 
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~irstf tlf~~~ ~~ ~~llT~<fT: , 

~~Hl ~~it~~ ll'R?fT~Cfie~U: II 
<> 

"'-IT ~~\t;i 'i ~ l1~f'; ~lfq ~'Cf~ I 
Cf'«T ~:ilT~i\~fq ql~~'i<l: qlt~" II 

" ""'" .... C'I. ~ 
«l~C( ~~TW 9~lf 'qm~nw ~~ <lt~1{ I 

mii i5li{tI~~ltTif ~nmif 'lf~cff ~ \I 
~T~~ ~~;f Cf~l no: ~1ltl<i tfl~~: I 

rH'l'{fiij it fit'if,j'y: T;ff~cn: :~f(.i~~lf II 

; . 
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The Democratic UOfll1s-:Next to these limited monarchies, 
oligarchical confederations nud despotic states, we have a large 
number of . GaI).as the administrative machinery of which is so 
well describpd in ch. CVU of the Santiparva and which has 

'l?~11 SQ' ably explained and interpreted by Mr. JayaswaL' ,Ve 
flo.d . mention of a large number of these Ga1;las in chapters 
d.escribing wars or conquests and incidentally we have some real 
geographical and political data throwing light on the political 
life of the country. 

The more important of these Ga:t;las were:-

L The Yaudheyas. g.. The AuduIDvaras. 
2. The Malavas. 5. The V:p~l).is & Andhakas. 
3. The S.ivis. They are mPH- (3. The Vat'ldhaoBs 

tioned aloug with the 7. The 11adhyamakeyas. 
\I'l'igal'tas, Amba~tbas 8. The Tl'igul'tas. 
and 1\1 alavas. 9 The Amba~~hnA. 

For a detailed 
readers are referred 
Mr. IT ayas aI's boole 

26 

discussjon of Ga~a government, our 
to the Mahabbiil'ata or the pageR of 
Her(> J;'iO may simply summarise their 
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leading features; e.// (a) These Ga~as were aggregates of kulas 
and gotras and were dominated by men of the same caste or 
family (~~~llT: ~i 'JI11l11 ~ ~~llT~?ff II). They seem more
over to have been democratic bodies. 

(h) Sovereignty was vested in the people. 11 had equal 
rights and burdens, participated ill public matters and bore arms 
in war. 

(c) There was a body of Mukhyas or Ga~ottam8l). who plied 
these Corporations. All measures required popular approval 
though on cert.ain matters requiring secrecy, the leaders 
deliberated in secret ann then took public sanction. 

wnmar!} of the evidences furnished hy the ,1Jah(J;bhtkata 
kernel.-\Vhen we summarise tho above eviJence or the 
~lababharata kernel, we Imlhel' find lhat-

(i) In the Yadava country alid in the land of the Yabi'kas 
d non-monarchical form of government existed. The Y davas 
formed a republican Confederacy of small clans, each clan 
having its hereditary chief, but the affairs of the corporation 
were entrusted not to one particular hereditary monarch, but to 
a body of elected Elders or Sangba-mukhyas. 

(ii) In the secluded nooks and ('orners or in fastnesses, 
Ga~a states existed and in these there were democratic popular 
constitutions. 

(iii) The East, specially the land of Uagadha had became 
tbe centre of an Imperialistic movement, the nature and 
~haracter of which was entirely different. 

(iv) In the land of the Kurus, Pancalas, Malsvas and most 
other regions of Madhyadesa, monarchy of the type described 
in the Br§.hamaJ;la literature, was the accepted form of 
government. 
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(v) these states of the MadhyadesB, the Sabhi vojced 
public opinion. The Paufas and J(J,napadas . were all-powerful 
bodies which could not be barred even from talking of the 
deposition of a de facto ruler. 

(vi) Ministers though royal servants, relied on public sup
port also. Indeed, Paum-ja,napada-pJ'iya is an almost permanent 
epithet thl'oughont tbe Mahabharata. One Epic passage is more 
significant and speaks of a kiog proclaiming the chosen minister 
in his Sabha. (instance of Kanka i e. Yudhif?~hira in disguise, in 
the country of Virat·) 

Political Tendenci('s.-Mol'eover, the Mahabha.rata tradition 
gives us hints as to the main political tendencies of the day. 
Of these, the two following are worth mention ;-

(T) T7M 111(J,gadha Imperialistic m.ovement :-This was a new 
thing in politics. The attempt of J arasandha to uproot all 
monarchs, to put them to death and to unify the whole country 
was a n'3W departure from old politics. The mention of Magadba 
is indeed sjgnificant. For, ns we shall see later 00, this was the 
region where all subseql1ent empires 1.e. t..~ose of the SaisuDilgas, 
Nanda5l, MaUl'yas, Gnptas, and lastly the Palis originated. 

(IT) The counter-movement 0/ RepubHcardsJn :-:-Of this the 
greatest champion was Srilq~t,la, the Yadava elder.. His views 
and aims have already been given. 

Real popular contl'ol.-The most important point, wbich no 
historian of the Epic fails to observe is that thOllgh monarchy 
was gradnally making its ad vance in the central region, yet the 
ruler was n0t as yet irresponsible or free from real populal' 
cOtl.troI. Interferences in matters of succession are sjgnific.ant in 
themselves and we find such interferences on the part of the 
:people in most cases, In the case \If ~~ntanul his fathe~' was mad~ 
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to bow heIore popular opposition: In the case q£ hiSl son Bh~i:?ma, 
the young prinoe made his renunciation before th Sabha. In. 
the case of the next generation, Vicitl'a-V"i!IYa. w.aB jndeed allowed 
to become king, but he was exiled on accOllUt <ll Lis addict.ion 
to wome!) , a.nd Bbif?ma was called npon to ascend the throne. 
Next, PS1).Q.u· became · the nller and on abdication handed 
over power to Dh+tara~tra. The lat-ter accepted this office and 
his acceptance being ratified by the people became a real king. 
The question as to who would be successor gnv.e rise to a 
difference :in the public opinion and two parties were formed, i.e. 

(a) One of these regarded Dhl'tal'at?tra as a true' king, on 
account of his (i) bro[.her's gift (ii) and the subseqti"ent ratifi
cation by the people. (6) The other pa'rty clearly regarded him. as 
a usurper, and the sentiments of that party were voiced by 
Bhif?ma. 

rrhough 101' a time the creation of two different seats post
poned a civil war, yet the popularity of the Pa:Q.Q.avas, made 
Dbrtariil?tra always alive to the dangers of a popular rising. 

This peculiar nature of the Kuru constitution is wtn;th 
noticing. 'rhel'e is monarchy iudeed, bat the "Hoointe<i ". 
was lUore of a mandatory of the people than an irl'Gsponsible 

I 
tyrant. Indeed, the last wordcl of the old Dhrital'astra addre~,se.(i ! 
to the Kuru multitudes reveal to us the real character of the I 
monarchy, when the old king speaks of leaving Yurlhit?thira as 
C;t "nyasa" or deposit in the hands of the people anu of entrusting 
YUdhii?thira with the noble duty of protecting the people. Such 
being the prevailing idea, in ali cases of succflssion to the thl'one, 
the people assembled and selected their kings. This haE/ been 
proved in the case of Santana, Vichitravirya, Dbrta l'8.t?tl'U, 
Parlk~ita, .Tanamejaya and bis succeSSQrs. 
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Checks on 1'e~Jal authol'ity.-Furthermore, in the Mahabbiirata, 
we nud evidences which confirm some leading features of the 
political life described in the Briihma1.lic literature. The limited 
authority of kings of the Kul'tl liIH', the deposition of unrighteolls 
rulers antI the constant vigilance on the part of the Pauras and 
Janapadas against kingly high-handedness have already been 
narrated. Next, we pass on to point out some more facts, to show 
not only this parallelism, but also the existence of some 

i constitutional check!:! on regal authority. Of these we m~y 
mention the following :-

(1) The constitutional limitations imposed 011 regal autho
rity, by the king's Ooronation Oath. 

(2) Checks on ministers and their morl.\l liability to look 
to popular interests. 

(3) Existence of the popular element in the Royal Council. 
(4) Prevailing political ideas, which inspite of the iufluence 

of sacerdotalism 01' of paternalism recognized t.he 
ultimate sovorei~oty of the people and regarded the 
king as the custodian of popular . interests who' 
l'eceived tribute and allegiance in lieu of rjghteous 
rule. The moral right of revolution wag also 
supposed to resiue in the people. 

The royal oath, at the time of coronation was the most 
. 'important of the constitutional limitations. In (ch. LIX. of) the 
Siintiparvan, we have the traditional account of Vel.1a'S deposi
tion ' by the ~8i8 alld the birth and inauguration of Prthu and 

. incidentally rre have mention of the oath taken by him at 
~he instanec of thi3 De'IJa8:-cj. 

~~~C{~~.n~ ij ~Cf If(J{1lfl{: I 

fit'TdT tt(:{ '1:{~ ~ rm~: "1tl~~r, , '{ 0 ~ 
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Itrn"l.-rNit1f~ l{~m CfiA'CtlT fjr~T , 

~'fffil~T1lf~ ltlR inlf t<i~ ;:rH:n:ft'~" to, 
?Hn~ l:tm r .. <mli't ~if)m~qp!{1.f: I 

milT,,: Cfift~fm @,~lTl "'lfi~l'i{'" \I t o-e 
""'~T it n-suifrr tfm6fT~r'f i. f~lT) I 
~tCfi~ ~~TC{ ~C(v· r.rrnrwrn ~~q II ~ 0 t: 

This oath limited the scope of regal activity to the protec
tion of the people, maintenance of Jaw and order" respect for . 
social privileges and the punishment of wrong-doers -only. The 
importance of this coronation oath imposing obligations on the 
king il:l echoed by many parables of the Mahabharata. ' To, quote 
one of many such, we find in the story of N~ga (Anusasana 
ob. LXX ), that Yama reminded the king that his pnniRhment was 
due to his non performance of Lis Oath of protection (T~rn~ftfrr 
~11i' il t{f?l'in ~rilnr?fi:f I ""'m''1l{:{~:qT~T'''lftfi!'fl:t~ ClfrnSfil{; II ~ ~) 

Other limitations existed, 1'1£., the king's subservience to 
the laws eqnally with his subjects, his inability to impose extra 
taxes at will and Lis obligation to carl'y out tbe duties entrusted 
to him. As the Santi-parva expressly says Ccb. LXXXVII-26-33) 
extra taxes could be imposed only with popular sanction. 

Ministers.- Next to the oath, there was the activity of the 
ministers and the weight of public opinion exptessed in the 
Sabba, which ou important occasions the elders and prominent 
mon 01 all castes attended. We nod even women of position 
like Kunti aod Gaudbari giving their advice,'! ~linisters though 
royal servants were morally responsible to the people. 
Pre·eminent among the Ininist.er-advisers was the purohita

1 
whQ 
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according to the Santipal'va shareu with the king his functions 
and merits (ff~ ~~ lTci~ W1T\ u~9"ilf~: I LXXII. lB.), Then 
came the Brahma:t;ta advisers, whose opinion had a great weight 
in as much as their position and life was safe-guarded by their 
immunities. The position of the Purohita would appeal' from the ' 
pre-eminence of Vdi~tha in the adminstration of Ayodhya after 
D(1I3aratha's death and even of Dhaumya (a man of less repute 
and wanting in strong personality) who is entrusted with the 
tegency and the safety of the capital along with Yuyutli\u in 
the Asramavasika parvan::" (ij~tt~. if"T?t~ 'f'~.'!f g"(Tf"H: I 
~fW~~ Cf~ifTtt 9"~yflf' tf-.etiij : II XXIU. 15 Duryodhana also 
consulted his priests whenever hA wanted to raise money. 

Caste 'representat1'vn in tlte Cozuzcil.-Not to speak of the in
fluence of the Brahma:Q.as, the weight of the ministerial council 
was augmented by the presence of ministers of other castes who 
represented the opi nion of their respecti ve social groups The 
chapters of the Rajadharma speak of eight mantri:r;tah (not speci
fied by name, but including, the Suklamatya, Senapati, Pratthara, 
Sil'orl1~k~a, Diita and Sandhivigrahika. Sp.e Santi Ch. LXXXV.) 
aou specifically mentions ill addition, the Council of Amatyas 
comprising four Brahmins, ejght K!;Iatriyas, twenty· one Vaisyas; 
three Sud ras and one SUla. ~t. 

~lfif ij Cl~Tifln:ni{ mpri~ (fift~fu I " 

"lijU 'fl~ ~lQ"Ti{ tJiT~lJTi{ VftirCfili{ lJ~i{ I 

'EJfWli~ ~T ~Tit i!Jf~if: lI"QTfiqi'f: lie 

~'fIDi'f ~i'f ~~Tit(fifiiiff~r6~ltT , ... 
anr iJ..~Ti( fcr-tT~ Wi( (fi~fqr i.~~ III:: 

~~rm~ n-~~wr' ~ qhrfqr. "tiT 1/ 

II See N. La\\,. Hindu Polit y )1\1.27. Cit. ou lhe Slale Council. 
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rl'he relati~n between the two bodies is ratheT meagre, ~ut 
evidently, t,he consult.ation was made with the ight mant.ril},ah 
and then ~he proposed measures were given out to the Oouncil 
for opinion (~~Titt ~f~ ~li ,,~. ~T5t)q~R~C( I (f(i! ~~li(~ili 
,{1~1ll ~ ~mt(t II). The reference to Sudra ministers should not 
be regarded merely as an instance of idealism hut it was a fact 
since 'we find caste representatives already in the Brabmal},as in 
connection with all the inaugural ceremonies. The Mahabharata 
gives us instances of ministers of lower ' caste like Vi dura" 
and Yuyuff?u. Not to speak of ministers of lower caste, any 
one maintaining order and protecting life and property was I 

allowed due reverence. (llit itT ~~ qTStll~: ~cf'!fT i(t ... "~ffi I < 

38-,.LXXVIII. SAnti.) " 
They were morally liable for giving l'ight adviqe to the 

king (if we are to belive in the Epic evidence). VarioHs causes 
and circumstances stood in the way of the growth of a legal· 
responsibility in such an early period but in spite of this, the 
prevailing political ideas fastened moral responsiblity on the ! 
ministers and this appears from passages the meaning 'of which is 
very clear. In one place, we are told that unrighteous ministers 
go to hell and in another, it is laid down that they deserve death · . 
in the hands of the people (iifilij1lil'R:r~T: .~~~i' ilqmm: 1 
~llfTri g'((i: \!f(ql ~T~! ~l'QT~~T: II 17 -cf. LXXXV, Santi; and 
~q'(t'(Tfq-e~l qliit ~1afi~ \(~'fT II). There are evidences tD 
prove that ministers who were appointed by ~the Idngs were 
some times proclaimed to t.he peq-pJe (qt. the account of Virii~a's 

proclamation of Yudbis~hira in' his Sabbf1): 
This simpl~r state of political lif~ and the popular 

character of monarchy thus reGel'\Tes ample confirmation hom tIte 
tradition ot the , Epic kernel. 'Va have seen bow Hlnit,ed the 
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anthority of kings was in those days; how they always feared 
the anger of their subjects and how govel'Dment though vested 
ill the kinK ~epended mainly on the opinion of the people, The 
stutes were small and the variou!=! poplllar bodies were efficient 
in checking toyal high-handed-ness, The Assemblies of the 
c;t,y 01' of the country remained act.ive and always imposed 
theil~ will OD, their rulers. This sLate of affairs will 'receive some 
more confirmation if we analyse the prevailing political irleas 
of those days. The idea of a coutl'uct subsisting between the 
1'111e1' ann. the ruled, the cOTJception of kings as guardians of' 
the public interest, the belief that the tax p,'lid to the king was but 
This wages, all go to prove the exis tence of popular sovereignty 
and of limited monarchy. For t,be present, however, we refrain 
{I'om any Jetailed discussion of thes(>, siuce, the ideas found 
in tbe Raja-dharma chapters are mingled with some others which 
belong to a later age. The super-position of varied strata 
of thought and speculation stand in the way of utilising thi~ 

material wilth reference to this period. WE' )'esel've a fuller 
discusRion o£ these £01' the Jlext chapter, in wbich we shall enter 
into an analysis of the political condition which precerled 
the gradual decay of popnlar sovereignty llnd the rise of pure 
monarchy, 

" 
, . 

. . 
; . 
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TIlE picture of political conditions furnished by the RalDayaI;la is 
absolutely the same as we get in the Epic kernel, the fonner 
depicting rather a more primiti\re political life. Ayodhya was 
like the Kuru kingdom, a monarchy ruled by the Aih~aka princes 
with whom the royal ofIice was hereditary. But inspite of this, 
the rulers were far from being irresponsible. They deppnded 
on the advice aocI connsel of their Purohitas and Am at yaEl , and 
on all important occasions, the poplllar bodies exercised their 
rights. The PauraA, the Janapadas, ani! the leaders of castes 
and guilds wore potent factors in the admiostrative system. 
Their voice was supreme and the king was bound to take their 
ad vice on ull important aihil's of state. The H.ajakrts 01' king
makers who are repeatedly mentioned in the Athana Veda and 
the B/'ahmm~as figure prominanlly in the RaulaY3I;la We have 
innumerable instancE's to prove the truth of the above ~tatements. 

Thus, we find DaSlll'atha consulting his snbjects i e. tbo 
Dra.llrnal;Uls, nala mukbyas, Pama and Jaoapadas (Ayo. II. 19-20 
"'l1lt1T Cf~IJ~f1l Qh6JTJfq~: If'f I) before coming to a derision 
about the Yauvlll'sjya of llama (Ayo. eh. IV.). We nnd t.hem 
all eagerly awaiting the Yanvarajya of Rama (Ayo. eh. XlV 
XV) and on the death of the king, they gathered with a view to 
the restoration of order in the kingdom, at the instance of 
tbe sage VIHHl?~ha (Ayo. ch, LXXXI'. Again, t.he Naigao, al). 
anel Nagarilal}. accompanied Bharata in his missioll to find nama 
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