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PREFACE.

HE desire to possess anything more than abso-
lutely necessary is an evil according to the Jaina
Sastras. A classical 1llustration of the consequences of
such a desire isthe story of Gurudatta, who, after a series
of births, becomes, by ’righteous conduct, a Kevalin.
The present work in dramatic form isbasedonNyayasena’s
account of Gurudatta in his Dharmamrita. It differs
from the original in many new ideas, and passages, and
in the omission of the account of the Kaliyuga or avasar-
pini. Some Magadhi stanzas from the Sravakachara of
Vasunandyacharya have bheen introduced to serve as

texts for the sermons of the Jaina gurus in the drama.

I am alive to the many defeclts that a learnezd
critic might easily discoverin a work of this kind written
during my leisure moments for a Kannada Journal. 1
shall be thankful to scholars interested in Kannada who
" will kindly help me with their valuable suggestions and
criticisms on this work, which however destructive will
undoubtedly render my leisure hour service to the langu-
age more profitable to myself and less painful to the read-
ing public.

I am thankful for the inclusion of this work in
the Satihitaishini Series,

R. Tata.
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