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comparatively modern time. Let u take up EO'YJ5t fir t. 
7'he description of the battle of Megiddo 1 a:ad the new
ly di covered in cription of Ahmo 2 will erve our pur
po " 'l'he King him elf, h~ led the way of hi army, 
miO'hty at i~ head like a flame of fire, the KinO' who 
wi'ol1O'ht with hi woro. He went forth none like him 
.13fing the barbarian, miting Retenu, brinO'ino' their 

• pnmce a living, captiv~, their chariot wrouO'ht with 
gold, bound to their hoI' e 3 .... , .... ...... .. . . .... .............. ' ,' 

~ .. ... Th;i~' qhampions.lay stretched lout like fi he on the 
ground. ,The victr>ri,ptl a~my of His Maj sty went rounq 
coun}inO' the poi}!', their portion. 

" They broug1)t in the booty which they had taken con-
sisting of hand [evered from the' lain], li·ving prisoner " 
of oor es and chariot, O'old and ilver.'" Thutmo es III, 
"he -irst 'O'reat' h~t:0 in the wol'ld according to Breasted~ 
built a wall with human skullS' and thu concluded his 
boast: "Lo! my rnaje ty .carried off the 'five ' of that 
vanqui~hed one together with his childi'en, and the wives 
of the chi fi who were there togetHer with their children.5 

• ' The monuments of A syria and Babylonia It well a 
the record of the Hebrews bear witnes to' the barbarity 
of the Assyrian and certain of the Babylonian mqnarch 
in warfare. The bodie of th~ slain were often mutilated, 

• 

\ and rebel ,Paptives 1Vere impa~ed and ubjected to the. 
most horrible torture. Tho e who e oaped, were chained. 
and enslaved. Whole nations WEV' tran planted from one 
part of th ~'pi1;e .to the other. The inscription of .Assu~ 
nazirpal 'run thu : "The 0111e a many a had revolted, 
I flayed: with their skins I covered the Pyramid. Some 

, . 

I Megiddo, fought by Thut.moses III in Asia :Minor, 15th Oentury B.O. 
• Ahm ,nno of the officer. of the Egyptian army 9' the Thutmosids. 
3 Breasted : RecordB, n., 413. 

• Ibid, n ., 616, 640.' • 
• ·SreR.ted : n., 596. 

" 
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of those I immured in the midst of the Ryramid; others . 
I impaled 3.bove the Pyramid on stake ; others round , 
about the Pyramid, I planted on takes, many at the exit 
for my own country I flayed; with their kins I clad the 
fortress walls. "1 

. The Per ian did hardly mitigate the cruelties of. ~ar. 
Men, women and chVdren were put to death or en ~av~d, 
and whole populations were trap. ported. Mutilation" Qf 
t~~ dead and the tprture of the livinO' were freely exerci ed 
although there were some lighter shades t'o thi pj~ture.2 , . 

If we turn our ey'es from earl~. Ori~nt' to early Occident 
we find Greek warfare characterized ~ great cruelty 
and ,severity. Ho tilities in the Homeric times a ~ed 

, the form of indj criminate brigandage ai'Id e~termination • 
rather than subjection of the enemy ~as th u§ual 
praotice. After 1.'roy was taken, the Greek di4 ~ not. 
think of taking posses ioJJ. of Priam' kingdom; the, 

I , • • 

town wa imply destroyed and the inhabitants were 
either enslaved or put to death. In historic tim~s the 
conduct of the Greek < did not much impl'o~e although 
her~ and there our eye meet with fla he of humanity. • 
AthEfns, the.' " C'hoolmi. tre of Hella ," brutally 
put to death all men of military age at ,Melo ,and made 
sla e of the women and the children. ,The same story 
of indiscriminate slaughter ' and enslavement , was ,told 

oat' Corcyra and at My tiline: 
The method of Roman warfare were probably more 

• 
humape th~n tho e of the Gre k , becall e life in · Greece 
4 • , 

centred in the polis wherea 0. B Hey of ab orption in tead 
of exte~mination wa fo~ed upon Rome by the ceaseless 
march of events and yet suc acts as the burning of 
crop, the demolition of hou es, the carryinO' of men and 

• 
1 Records of the Past, Il ., 134.2't1. • 
, E.g., the treatment of Themistocle\l by Arta.~nres ;.g., Cyrna's refuaal to 

maltreat Greek embassies sent to him. 

I ______ ~ ______ ~ ___ ~ __ ~~ ____________ ~~ ____ ~.h 



• • 
cattle as spoils. were regarded as misfortunes to' be born 
rather thaI! misdeeds to be co~plained of':''' esse enirn' . . 
quaedarn belli jU1'a, q'lw·e ut faoet'e, ita pati sit fas; 
sata, exu1'i, de't'ui, teota, p,'aedu8 horninum hec~,'umq'lle 
agi, mise,ra magis quam indigna patienti esse,"l In the case 
Of towns ta~en by assault, the leaders and occasionally all 
lllale defenders were put to the s\!ord, and the women 
~rld ' ~hildren weI' all re.duced to laver~T. . • 

. Warfare in the middle age took". a hideous form, 
All cO~~l~erations . ~ol'thy of m u and good Christians 
vanished. The fol!o"Wi~ pa sage taken from a Christian 
his~orian, descril'tive of the capture .of Jerusalem (wl1ich 
wa taken by storm in 1099), erves a an illustration of 
the unrelitl;.ained brutality of the cru ader~ ;2 • 

':' No barbarian, no '>infidel, no Sal'acen, evel' perpetrated such 
• wan'\pn a~d cold-blooded atroci t ies of .cruelty as the weal'ers of the 

cross of Chri t on tlfe ·captUl'e of 1.hat city . Murder wail mel'CJ':,. 
rape tenderness, s~mple pl~nder the mere assertion of a con~tlel'Ot·'s 
rjght .• Childl'en welre se ized by t hei r leg~, som~ of them were 
plucked from theil' mother's breasts and .dashed aO'ainst t he,va,l1s 01' 

whirl~4 fron1 battlements. Others were obliged t,o leap from th 
walls ; ~ome tortnred, 1'030 ted by slow fires, They l'iPIl6d up . . . 
pri.soner.s ~ see if they had swallowed gold. Ever one surprised 
in the tE'~pJe was .slaughtered till the reek from the dead body 

. • .. I 

drove away. the. , layel's, 'l'he Jews were buried alive in theil' 
ynagogu~s.'~ ... 

'J'he cruel practices of the Swiss and t.he - naHan 
mercenaries in the middle aCl'e truck terror into the 

, heart of every ll\w-abiding ana peaceful citi~en. Evel1 . . . ., 
the EnCl'lish 'armie wer~ 1\Ot fr'ee from ferocity. ThuR 
Bernard gives a graphic accopnt of .the campaigns of 
Edward III in Frann ; 

"In the summer of 1346, an English army under Edward U'I 
landed on the cOQ,St of Normandy amongst a peaceful and 'industrious 
----~-"'-.------..----..---.- ........... ------~ 

1 'L~vy : XXXI., 80." . . 
~ Milmnu : Histpry of.Latill Christianity, IV., 31, 

• . . 
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people, who, says Fr'ois art, had never heard a battl/i-cry, 01' seen an 

armed man. IJ.'bey took and ,acked BarRell x and C.berbourg and 

marched on St. to, 
U Fair and cheerful province, d.eliciolls sight to a hungry -inva.der, 

with its llamlets and church tower, its sub. tantial farms and large 
" f 

sleek cattle, thick orchards and green pa tlll'es, weeping up hm, 
and down dale to the winding margin of the sea I the English 

scatter'ed themselves over it, and so advanced, humin(' and destr9ying 

-burping and de troying-over t he 'ri~h flats of Beallvoisin to t11& 

suburb of Pari . Imm:nse booty was taken; yet the English host 
when it met the power of Fl'anc at Crecy, wa redll'eed to the' utmo t 
extremity of want," 1 • < . . 

It is refre hing to .turn one's eye. from. thi sicktming 
tale of horror in Europe to Illdia which in pite of the 
~ondemnation of Philipson as "a country Beyond redemp

. tion" carried on 'her war in accordance \dth it'lct laws, 
'l'hus n Bhisma 2 exhorted '1 udhisthir to ba guided. ~y 
l'i hteo'U law : ' .. 

" A ~kinf1 hould never de it'c to uhjuga~ the Earth by unright

eon mea.ns ven' if uCg ubju f1ation' would ma.ke him the ovrreign 

of the whole Earth. What king is t,herc that would rejoice aftel" 

• obtaining victopy b nnfait, meaD ? A victory attained by llnrighteous

nes, is lmcel'tain an~ never lead, to heaven." 
~ . 

Bhisma el ewhere ob el've thltt It K hltttriylt who 
dest~'Oy • riO'hteousne and transgre es· all wholesome 
barrier does not de' erve to be l'eckon~d a . l\ K. hR.ttl'iya 
and" hould be driven from society." 

• * • • 
----~~~------~----------------------------

I Bornard : Growth of La.n~ a.nd. UlIIlgos of W,u', Pl!, 97·99, 

• Mahabhal'ftta : Santi.RRj, XOVT., ] .3, 10, 
, 
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m lfri il~?f ff4fat.rtstii\Qfit: II • 

ct rrhis has been declared to be tile primeval law for warriol'S and 

fl'om this I~w a Kshattriya should nevel' depal't when he strike ' his 
toes in battle~" 

• W~~: ~~QN.: ~llfif: I 
"'I"'IC4II~ "!ffnl'ii{ ~ f~ lit 

rrh~ th ory· of International Law by which the 
hardships ·of war .hav.e to. a vet·y la1'lO'e extent been modified 
is foreshadowed. in the .Mahabh~rata, where Bhi rna 
COltn el abo tention £I'om fruitl act · 2 of bo tility, from 
insolence and trom baugh ty speech and recommend '. 
humane treatment 0 the conquered people . 

• 
"1'he -vicw'doli ' kiner should expr. orrowat the . " 

, death of the 'o1cfiel's of the oppo ite party ami try to 
• conciliate the vanquished by kind treatment. " . , 

1l'tf(1\J.41fif~· 'PlT<t lI~m ~iur I 
'q1liU ~ f1l~l ~T'ilf~l!f ~~ II 

"'-
itit fAlfT If ~ 'fm: ~'nT: ~sfQ~ 1 

. . . 
I Manu, VIT., 9 . 

• mtA ~ ifT~' ~N~I- antti , cm., 10. 
• lIfaha.bharata Sallti, CIl., 34.3B. " B"fore "nitiug. 0 Bharat .. ! and willIe smiting 

• , II ., 

litter 8weet wordij; at' OJ' having smitten, show thelll companion and let them 
underatand that thou a.1't I;l'ioving a.nd w~piug £OJ' them. Having vauqlliahed aD 
(I J 

• 
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'A "king wa not to kill a largo l1um b If t)f t roops of the 
foe although he hould certainly do that . wh.ich would < 

makc hi victory deci iv .' 

. "~ ~s~'" .... ~ ~ \:T~: ,:' .... . 

'fbi wa probably too high (l,n id al 'et up before a 
conquering hero but. oven the writers of the Artha 8$tra 1 

• 
who W I' all 'WOl' hil)per in th.e hrirto of Rx:pedienoy 
and according to , hom the eud alon justIfied the . mean. 
'oun ell d rrenerom-l and chivalrou ' treatment , of a con-

qu red country.:! , , 
'J'hu • the Epic tallow lJ/w)'ma,iuddYta only, they' do 

not permit Kutafreddha. It i.' only when we come to the 
- <, tudy of th Altha a tra t.hat we find them -pre criJ:>in rr 

K'l~taiuddha under cert.ain circum tance and with certain 
limitations. The Artha a tra looked ?-llon war trom. etw()a 
point of view: (i) from the point of. utility, and (ii) from 
the point of ", tate neee ity." _ Thu , according to Sukra
eharyya, a kinO' hollld never de troy hi arm by recklessly 
undertakin~ war -" ~';niJlRt ~~ ~! .!'CfilijCfi: "3 

but .being once in a quarrel the kinO' wa to behav 
him elf in uoh a 'lay" that th oppo ed mirrht bewar~ of 
him." • Victory had to be obtain d at any co t . whether . 

.. • 
• 

Vmy. th king should addr S8 the u'i,vivol's saying-' I am not at all glad that 80 

• Illany hav been slair; by lly troops! Alas, the la ttel' though rcpeatedly ·dilsua.ded 
by mc, ha.ve not obeyed my directious. I wish they (that are slain) wer,e all alive! 
They do not dosorve such d n.th I fh y ar all good men and truo"and uuretreating 
in attl, imch meD indeed ar rare! He that 1111 slain sdch' 0. bere in battle, hl\8 
sUl'ely done that whioh is not u/oI'l'eeabl to me !' Baving uttered suoh speeches 
bo£or the survi\Tors of tb ntlq; h d foe th king should in secl'et hononr thOle 
amongst his own troops that Itav bravely slain the foe. For loothiug the wounded 
elaYIll'S for theil' sufferiugs at th hand of tho foe, the king desirou of attachin 
them to him. If should even weep seizing their hands affection&tcly."-P. C. Ray, • 
SlUlti.If.aj. ]1: 32 . 

I OJ II., lU . 

• E.g., Sukr8, IV., vii. (see lu.tel'). 

3 Sultra, V., 7. 
( 
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one followed thee accept d rule of int l'natio}lal 'usage 

0.1' not. " '~: ~"~lf RS" ~~T m lor, f!ay Sukra· 
charyya, it is folly to 10 on' 0 bject..2 and therefore, a 
clever kinO' houid even . ufter in ult and humiliation at 
t,he outset to·. ecure ultimate victory. 

• • 
~;f ~!I'«.T lHi{ lfi(C(T q llW,": I 

\C{I!tITQt ~ 101f:.Cft1~~ N ~(H II 

But v n Slolkracharyya doe neith r deny the 
exi lience ·of Dha~mttilldc!ha, nor do h recommend 
Kutajuddlia in every ' -ventaality. '1'he theOJ'Y of tate. . . 
interest triumphs over 'the inherent uperiority of ev 1'y 

.. 

ethicfll principle altd he l' corom nds 1(l~ onl for th • 
weak. • • 

'FU,el'e i no .'wal'f"ir, Ray. be, which xtjrpate~ tl1e . . 
~ powel:/1.tl 3 enemy oomnch a ~-" "if ~ CJt~w 1ft1tii 

• 

Q!(~QT:" a on hollid follow t.he moral rules oloncr 
a one is po.werful becaustl people r .main ,friends till 
t.hen, ju °t a the wind i the friend oj the lmrning fire. 

, 

m!(~ -;fTf1fJfTi{ ~ ~UTct~ Wt~Cffi{ ~~ I 
'" . fJoi· ~Tlf. ~ctf1f S''e1r.r: q(f.n U?JT " 

. . 
'.1'h R.me principl has al 0 been enunciat d by Kautilya:~ .. 

". !('@lfqfin~' WlmQ<51,q: qf?lfCff~1f~tt!: ~~ ~CfiTi:l~-qi:t~<l • 
f..qdit ~~ I" 

• 
The . overwhel11)ing· duty of elf-pre.erv tion' on 'the • 
pa.rt of a tat comp Iled it to Dlke recour e to ~ 
but a mall stat h fore underMkinO' snch ·war. was 

• 1.1> 

• aukI'll, IV., .. ii., 3150. 
I [bid, IV., ,,; i., 363. 
3 Ibid TV., vii., 1 . 

, '/. also Agni, OOX!,., 16 . 

• • ArthASIl. tm, X., • 

• 

• 
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• 
&eivi8ed bYc Kautilya to enter into a n'btlrdinate allihnce 
with a powerful . tate in the relationship of a sovereig\l 
and a client tate. 1 It is only when outside help wa 
not available that . uch a method of warfare was to be 
adopted. Th u, ~y Manu .: 2 

llf~ ~fi( ~~~ll~ft~1{ I 

\HI,~q i't1lO'fq r..fJrIfIf: \1m~~llll 
~ 

It is alma t c~tain, however, that ~.. formed the 
exception and not the rule It the distinc~oll between 
combatant and non-combatapts W~ r firmly r-ecoO'nized 
by the ancient Hindu. Thus, thou'ooh Su kracha:ryya S 

advocated a policy of" tftt -nece ity," Jet he recognized 
that Dharmajuddha allowed certain privilege. both to 
combatants 1\S W 11 as to non-comb tant . 

" 'I!( ~111 ~~ . .,tfiTCt ~"f@ , 
~ ~$If1lT\l\if if 'lf~~ tnf~ifl{ II 

" .,r if "fiI~ ill if"" ill f;,~ I 
. "l~if ~1ft y"u;j Q~ Of{ II 

fi(~ ill ., ~fit"itICfil~@ ill tq I 

.mm ~~'" ~ ~~'V(~ 1\ 

PT ~m " ~ ~1f .n $~) i!q: I 
~ < 

ll?fl~ ~ \i~ finn{ ~ ill itaif . 
~~~~"~fif~'l~1I 

~ r,rhe ~antiparva of" the Mahabhatata not only dis. 
tinguishes betwe n combll,tant and no'n-combatants but 
make va.rious gradationR amonO' combatants. Thus, 
" one that i walkinO' unpr par d in a road," i.e., a mere 
t.raveller, or one engaged in drinking and eating, or one 

1 Vide o."'t~( Ib id, VIT., 16. , 

• MI\JlIl, VJJ., 176. 
• Buba, J v., ii ., M5.58. 

• 



I A'NCIE rr IN.oI~ I 115. ' 
• . . 

skilled in some ,pedal art, i.e., per on admittedl fullo)v
ing peaceful. walk of life weI' granted in1murfities 'from 
being killed ." Coupl d 'with the general laW', viz., thftt 
an Aryya could not be reduced tq lavery,I.3 intemational 
u aO'e at en tom e tabli he the di tinction bet we n 
cOmbat nt . and non-combatant. rlhi di tinction has 
been further empha ized by law ' relatin to what we 
nq~ cilll "belliO' rent oC.Cl1pation" and" blockade," .by 
land.... Ev n pel' on in the ",,,r zon~ who w r m l' 

onlooker could IfOt b kill d. 5 :Me ' engel' and Brahman 
admittedly ' follow.in J • thQir (r>nara peaceful live8 1\1 r 
also not to be kill~d.ft • 

'.the Mahabharata )' coU'niz variou grade in 
p.ne~y ch I¥'\C tel'. • Thu, according to the, Mahabharafa • 
mett, ito 0'0 out, of tb camp fo procur forage or foddar, 
men' ho' t up camp., and . mp-follower ~ . well 8 

• tho e who wait at ~lie gate of th king 01' hi mini ter 
01' tho e who do menial rvice to the army-chiefs, 01' 

tho e who are chief, of such ervant, hared tile itn
munities of the non-combatant ,7 • 

. ------------------------.---------------------~--

• , • 

. 
I Mahabbamta : anti.Raj , 0 ., 27·29. 

1-a Vi ~nu , V r., 5, 151. 

Manu, VII!., 412. 
'Arthas stra, Ill., I 

later. 
• MaD1: , VII., 92. 

• Gautamo., X., 1 . 

, Mahabbarata: Santi.Ra!, 0., 21·29 : 
• 

ilt\I1'iOCli 'l-"'lI"lI., ~t'll 
~ ~ ~ lfl'OO'lIi" ... I(!I4'1: y 
""fi1~"i't6llf"r...lfl~ ~m't , 

~'l ~~ill'it1lfq(11't II 

~"(liqi'"~I'l ~~m .. : I 
q l(wqdll'l~ ~ it ',",,~19ti,,: I • 

~~.ro it "" ~~: " . 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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,Ka9-tilya 1 the al'ch-apo tIe of expeuien~y would p rmit 
emi~ration oanu immi~ration in time of war hut Sukra
charyya the" ruthle advocate 6f the doctl'ine of tate-· 
nece ity would extend enemy character to many pel' on. 
enjoying immunity accordin rr to tlui MahabhaJ;ttta. 

From a pa 'age ~n Kautilya' Artha a tr , it ap) eal.~ 
that belligerency did not put a top to om mel'ci~] 
intercour e, ipso faoto, but if the kino' con idel'ecl it'll pOrt 
of enemy's 'merchandi e detrimental to the il1tere. t ~f 

~ . 
hi country then he could put a stop to ~1Ch comlnercial 
intercour A : 

. . 
• 

;;. c:::.~. ~ • • ;:. :. 
~~ qR~1 ~1t1""'IQ~m ~Tt1~I~ ; . . . . .. ... .. ... . n ~ 1I~1 

, if 1Tf1:t~fiff ; ~1l1l' 'q'~ l:{TCf:ftJ1lf~~~",1T,.~~.nm; ~~T

q~""f1f qr q~q~lfil f"C'f.fff~~1TfJl ; ~!ff~~~T~T ~~ . . 
~~ .............. '{rn ~9ft'qftrCJ~ lI;{TQT~''q ftm'Wl~'t H"~' 

• It . ~ • , 
'fhe a.bove conclusion are ~I ' conttl'med hy the evideuce 
of forei~ners.. Thu 8 ys 1\{eg~ thene : .. . 

"Where~ among o~her nation, it i · usual iu conte ts 
of war, to ravae;e the , oil, and then to l' duc~ . to all 
uumtl,tivated wa te, ap10nO' the Indians ou th other hand 
by whom husbandmen are }'ega1'ded a (( class tl,.at is 
aored f;,nd inviolable, th tiller~ of the oil even when 

battle is raging in theil' neighboul'hood ai'e undi t rb d 
It by any ense of danO'er, for. the combatant on. either side 

• in waO'ing the confl.ict make carnaO' of each other, 
but . How tho e engaged in klt8band1'Y to 1'emain q'l~i(e 

uknwZested.' Be ide tllelj neithel' l'avo'ge' au e1wmy' 8 . , 
land with fire n01' cut down it. h ees." 3 'J'he ame thing , 
ha been r peated by DlOdol'O ekulo : 4 "AmonO' the 

.:. Ill·tho. o.atm, VII., 1 : ' IRTIf'fffl 'IlR!'l 3iifQ'iir ~'J1'~fiI"'Rf: " 
ibui. • 

• Ibid, VU., 4. 
• Mcgaeth nos, Frag. 1. 

• Th. Hist.oriClllol Library of Dio<\ul'o 
~ 

ekulo.l, 11., iii., 73. 
c 
\ . . 
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ancient Hilldu~ the arm ie, on botl? side -shmgQter 
one anothQr, yet th y nev ,, ' htll~t the ~,t. ba.ndman, 
a one who i a 'l'vant for theil' common O'ood and 
advantage of th m 1'\.11;' n ither do they burn th ir nrmi . ' 
countl'y, ali 'ut dm 11 til it, tr . 01' plant ' ." Thus Yuan 
Chwan"': alilo hear, Ampl foe ·timony to tll humanity of 
Indian wal'fal'e- ' Pett,v I'i "-a 1 des and war n,re not 
q~lofrequeut," ' Itys he, ,; bllt, t.hey do' lit.t.le harm to, th 
country at Jal'goe.'" • . ., , 

'l'htt·, the "'\leieHt, Hindus Cled.l'jy uuder ·tood the 
modern,intel'Datiomtl. term, "elleJ1Y 'character.' Kau
tilya wa however allse " ~d witll tho jdea of " la flloi1'e" 
and' he therefore extended LIt ~ . 'ignifican e of " enemy 
chal'a tel''' ev'I1 to such kinO" of th e " Mandala 01' the. 
cirel -of ~ ' t~tes, ",b , c tel'ritOl'jes were contic:uous to the 
do~.inion.s of ·the Viji fl' i II. 'l'lIus, J autilya was gijided 

. \y tile" dL tance'''' theory of . ~l1mity, but he l'ecpgni ed 
al a the enerny who cl~eated d Hurbance.' . • . 
~~ Jt~~: ~~nf~~i'f: "51:"1 ~ nro~T '1 

1!Ifft.'f: ,2 . 
• ~~ Jilfiftff,,?i "Tl'fTfQ(f~' 1I" ; ""~rq,, 
~um wrram1mf I 

Likewi e f'rienus \~ere divided in to (1) natural fl'i d an 
(2) acquired fl~iends, .. , 

ukrachat'yya 'extendecl rurth l' the iO'nificance of 
enemy character, Gautama;} l' commended that })er on • 
who aeted as m~, '~ n~ers and U;ose "\yho dec}ared. them-
elve 'cow 'au'd Brahmalls; houl<l hare the immuniti~s 

of other com batallt ' \ ' olluc1 d, 01' di, abled, but Bukta
chal'yya, would Hot gl'<w t immunity to anybody who could 
bear arms. rhu, ays he, "a .Brahman. doe not incur in 

• 
• , 

I Bea l. Vol. [I. 

: Artho81l ~I'a, "r" 2, 

• G~ulnruu" X, , 1 • . 

• 
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even if -he fights with ~l'm and weapon ip hi hand and 
there j cib olutely no in in killio 1r a l1\an with a 
murdel'ou intent," A. Brahman who appeal' d with a 

mU1'(lerou intent 10 t all the pl'i.vilege of his CR teo He 
became O'ood a a ndra anu the Ol'dinary ~ treatment 
or a b Hi.,. rent \Va ' met,d ont to a· Brabman!l 
righting ob. tinate)~T \vith arms in, hi, hllDd ' m a field 
of Qattl r • 

'llmfmfa-~..n m~: 1l~8~ ~: I .. . ~ . 

JfUfffihrri ~ "~~frt' ~ " . . . 
• • III • •• • • 

'8l!Q tf8¥tm m ~~. ,,~~ " 
iT ~ ~;ft ~ ~~Qmf I 
ct\CI'fS{ilt " ?Y~ ~~fl'f ~ fiI~a-: ,II 

.. 
. . 

Rvan an infant could" becom tf\il) ted if it dame' . 
upon l a man wit.h arm and it might w·it.h impunity be 
kill d, 

f1Imv ~~., "'t~'fS(Cft ~~ ~ ,, 2 . . 
'l'he ancient Hindu '" 1'C' 

ith l~·ying down injunction, . 
1 ukrIL, IV" vii ., 325.28 : 

not morely 
of ;eliO'ioo 

ati fled 
for the 

• Th tJrahm therefo), fOl'med a fi ghting ea to as i 1101 te ti6ed to by 
'Xliolltilya. ulthough he do s not I ilL I11n 'b Iitith iu ttj in,;uciblcue * or th invuln,. 
8.bility of the Brahml\n al'my . 

•. "1ITIII'~~~"l1irt ~'tI:~ ~ ~ :i'!t:' ~'1~" 1:"'~:1 
~ ~-'I{~ ~@I' tI~S~11 ~ f~lf~' ~ .rr,tm!' ~ 'f: ; 
~. ~ ~~I{flf" -A, ., 1~, 2. 

CJ. al ukra. IV., vii., 332.33 . 

~lJ'''ff ~ '''It 1f1~~ 1I~1: I 
qT' ~ llW~ ~ tI~: 1\ 

oftif~' ql!!' ~lfi: ~ I 
'PI~ mI"'IIIl ~ ... ~ WfI!'. ~'PIlt 1\ • 

, IIkr~. IV., vii., 326. 

• 
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• • 
guidance of Ute army: nor was thei.r con ciotu!llle"fi for 
the anctity of 10nO'- tandinrr u ag re1iM on, but 
elaborate rlll weI' framed for keeping the oldiery 
strictly under control. Thu they were to b 
rerrularly in pected by th king 1 and pl'opel'ly offic red,~ 

The tl'oops'were to ke p the a"m~, weapon. and 161~ifo1'm8 
q.ui~ hright and ready for u. e,s 'T'J1 ~r wel'c held re, pon
sible for food, wat l' nn~ ve I in which £00<1 miO'ht. be" 
cookecJ,4 'rhey were llhjcctf'd to d~il~' pal'ad s G and 
arl'angeJ1l~nt · \V 1'(', made for )'01 call 8 every morning 
and evenin (1' , " All" t h e salutary Pl'OVi. ion, increased 
th~ efficiency ~f the a;my anrl elFl.borat rule , ere laid 
down by which it treatment of thc civilian population 
was va tJ.y. imp;oved, oldieI' were liabl, to be puni hed- • 
by. martial law if they critici ed their command 1'8 or if 

• they ml1intained' illicit. C011 n.exion with viI-doer and 
., ." '. . 

• 

enemle, 

~f~l1qr~TfQ 1f'CRN f~Q~ Wf: I 

m(lHl(~ ~~' ~f~l!\'fil ~~: IIi • . 
~v"?;fiaif'"!Cri i1fi ifl1(~~~lT": 7 oldier W 1'e required to 

'\ ~ . 
for ake violence, "ivalry, pI'ocr tillatitm ovel· · tate-
dutie ,.indiff l'ence to injurie ' of the king, conversatioll a 
well a friend~hip with en mie, They had to ta\e a vow . . 
of enforcJng the ob~el'vanc of the rul and they meted • 

I Artha a.'!tra, 1., 17 ; cf al 0 Kam. , X ., . . . 
• Ibid, n., 4. ~,,~~tI1~~ij~~ I .' ElephR.Dt , 

chariots and intalltr): shall be offic:red with many chie£~ . " • 

• 
Mvalry. 

• 

• ~""~lf'l ~ ~'l'J ~~~iflf'I 'I{ 1- u~ra, I ., vii., ~ 5. . ., , 
.. ~'~~ IRlQIW{ q-ra- Ql(\l1\i'filt It 

o ~"f'f?i~~~fPI' ~~m fl: I-Ibid. 

e \l1~' lilt!: i~ ~ ~. YEIf : I !Jl~~~l'f1nl1{ ~ 'I{ I 

... ~. ~' ~. '{'Ii ~~ ~lIitl!;. I I I • 

• , Ibid, IV., vii., 391. 
• 

• 

• 
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outp,eath10 those wbo viola,t d them. ( llTMiIT~iIl1rT'ifRT1!l 

fitijif4(M ~ltJ{) ~ 

~(qlfl"mf?ltct ~~l~ ~~~ I 
~~~ ~ .. : ~~Qf~~~J{ I 
~ ~~' ~~' ~1fTT.I~fq ~r ~:' II 2 " 

'1'he ancient India,n' king did ~\Ot follow the poiicy or wp'r 
uppol'tinO' th army and ampl 'pl'ovil..iol1 was made fOl: 

paying off the , ala~i 01" th oldi l'. J"egularl,v.· 'l'hu ' 
full pay wa to 1 e granted to tho. e, ·who w J'e ' trained . ' , 
. oIdiAI' and half pll,y v to be n'iren to those who 
weI' und r military thtining. • 

~f"?fi: flT","T llll if! ~lllfil: ~"T I, ' 

~Tij fin- till II ij1lC(.t llft'lJ{~ u II 
,.., f t. 

Th oldieI' were to giY l' C ipt . in fulL , ati fa~tiolJ'" to ' 
the kill.g in a form peeifytn a. wage " 

Cfifi"f ~' ~ ~~ ~~' QTftmft{!tiJ{ I 

"t'l.lIlmtRi ~~~l~t'lifQ'lf'fi'{ 1/
4 

'1'l~ troop, "'pre I'ta,tioned n Itl' the "iIlage but out ide 
it. oidier W 1'8 l' quired to make ca h payment fo), 
artiel bouO'ht a d they were not allow d to ent~r the 
village without a l' yal " permit,." 

. * . * .. * * 

, Art hllSlU!tra, J V., vii., 

I Ibid, IV ., vii. , a 2.88. 

> S!lkro, lV., vii, 3. . 
• Ibid , IV., "ii. , 3 9. 

• Ibid, l~, "ii., ~79 . 
• Ib id, IV., vii., 888 . . 

lit • • • 

\ . 
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• • 
All , t~ese r';lles inculcated by the military "Cqdes. of 

Indian anttquity remind us of the modern days of dis
ciplined barrack life: all these rules taugp.t" the soldier 
to respect law and order and to be particularly dutiful 
towards inllocent villagers; while a liberal scale of pay 
diminis ed .their rapacity for pillage and booty. These 
rules did not have their permanent 'habitation' in mili
tar~ c!odes alone b\lt, were communicated to the soldiers 
evey eighth day (" ~1T1'rikL ~f.f~1fli{ ~~ ~ "),1' 

It htl. been ob erved before, that the ancient Hindus 
understoOd' the distiflptioll betweenl combatants and non-. . 

• 

combatants fully wen and·laws of war gave variou kind 
of protection to ~ombf\,tants, Thu, 'it was one of the 
paramount duties of the soldiery to give QUARTER to • 
ene~y ..persons, Thus says the Mahabharata : . . 

'itCSlt ~ ~i{' ~~T"~~Cf. I 
~'{(~;n'W{T;:st fiR:l1Jl1ff ~ ~f~ II 
ihr: .~:~it (1:&i~I"'I~~ , 

~ . 
if f~ ,"'frm~ ~: Q~m w,rr~, " , ~ 

" • ~ " 2 
~Q~14+tTifTifT tU4I"'(ij~l~ 

." The victor'should protect the land newly conquered, from lets of 
aggression. He should. not cause his troops to pursue too much' the 
routed foe, iJ.'he onset is irresistible of persons that rally atter rout 
and that despairin~ of sl\fety, assail-their pursuers, For · this reason, 

• 

1 Sukra, IV., viL, 387. 
• Mababharata, .Santi.Ra,j, XCIX" 12·14; 

lI~litfalll~'II~lillflfi"\1Qm~({ I 
~ .. 1I1ftit ~ "Cf1it~~: II 

~~floIf;:slllf'llii C1 1iJ. lI1fir9jtfT"t I ...j "': 

~9j~l~~lfmfimi!. I 
~~~~i,~~l~: I 

~it ~?l ~mif: I 
qf('ijfl;q~tro ~ 'If ~" ~: I 

I San'ti-Raj, 0., 27.30 . 

• 16 

• 

• 

• 
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O.Kin ,·thOll shouldsb not cause thy troops tq.pursue too much the 

routed foe, .. W' arriol' of courage do not wi h to strika them that l'Un 
o 

away with speed." 

Thus Bhi ma urge two rea on contradictory in their 
very nature aO'ain t the irresistible desire of ,a victoriou 
army to extirpate it vanqui hed foe~the Olle is in accelrd 
with a sage coun el of military necessity, while the other 
is dictated by humanity. ~ • 

• 'So Bhisma lay down rule' according to wh'ich 
• qU,a?'te1' should be given to the following era e of 

por ons: 
" (1) 

(2) 
(3) 
(4) 

., 
• 

tho c th . t CLre a.sleep; • 
those that are thir ty or fatigued j 
tho e who e accoutrements hlfve fallen away j 
those who have et their heart Qn final 
emanoipation ~ 

. , 
, (5) tho e tha,t are flying away jP'o 

0, (6) tho e that are walking along a road; 
(7) those th,at are engaged in drinking and j3ating; 
(8) those that are mad or insane; 
(9) .tho e that have been wounded mortally; 

(' . (10) th<lse thnt have been exceedingly weakened '" 
by their wounds; 

~11) tho e that are staying 'trustfully' ; 
(12) tho e that have,oegun a,nr. work without being 

able to complete it (l'efel'ring to aci'ifice 
probably); 

(13) tho ~ that are" killed in some pecial art; 
'(14) 'tho e that are in grief; t.. 
(15) tho e who go out of the camp for procuring 

forage o~ fodder; 
(16) tho e wilo et up camp or :who are camp fol

lower ; ilond la tly 
(17) tho 'e who ~o n;lenial el'vices, and "ho are 

the chiefs of such ervants.''' , 
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It i. clear fl'()m the a.bove Ii t tha.t exceptinO" per on 
wounded, c~mp follower, and 'tho e who have 10 t th ir 
co'at of mail' all other per on are non-combatant. 

Civili. ed warfare of modern time does not Rhow th 
lea t quart~r to ome of the e per 'on a well a, to tho 
who tak to· fljO'ht unle, th y act~ally urI' nder th m· 
. elva,. In the ILt of pel' on O'ive,n by Manu to whom 
qultrter . hould be hown, a well a in the Ii t fUl'ni bed 
by Sukfachal'yya, q ual'tel' ha bean l'ecQmmend d to on 
who join~ ~he palm. of hi hand i upplication, to on 
who fie with di hev'elled ·hair and to one who it down , . 

iO'n of lUI ndel') or to one who. ays," I am thinf'." 

.......... . .. .. '" ......... if lfiRT.-ft!r' 

• ~'~"tifi1t ifTm if ~~ Cftf~ II 
"SUk·I'8.cha~·yya, ' al\~xponent of bile principle of exp diehcy, 
recommended the ext.irpation· of foe when be et ,with 
danger. and difficultie, when they are done up with 
hunO'e'l' and thir t, when they are d'ppre ed by eli ea 0, 

1 MILOO , VIT., 91·93. 

if ~ '~il ~ if lIi't~ if wnnltflil1{ , ' 

if ~si omrtot if iro.?\f1l' ~~1{ II 
if ~ if fWllrf if ';flr' if flrng"flt ' 
if15~ ~~'!f' if m ~(fi{ II 
~lt ifl," iflrtl~~ftlCl1{ ' 
if ~ if 'Cfm'lt mit "f'iI1l1[1JI~ N 

OJ. a.180 Snkra, IV., ,,ji., 854·59 . 

• if l' ~ \'.f(1l~ if ~ if !ffillIfi!l1{ , 

if ij1l\~ttftl~ if ~~ ~~1{ II 
if ~. if ~ if ';flr ' if f~ , 
ort§.-:lftloi ~ !'lIlifTif ~ "I' II 

f~' if 'i( lJlIl.,ft"'~I~ if ~ 1 

if .t't~ if qm'It lflIt "f'iI~ " 
,~ 'lim if 'f1'I1If~'l\ .n '1It!it 1[1!':', 
~. ~ 1i~ firIit ,,'Il'f if ~/f , 
~~~~if~fiII'~~u . 

• 

• 

• 
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famine", or when they are ASleep or engaged in taking 
food, etc.,' .but he ~ever denied quarter to persons w~o 
actually surrendered. 1 

It is evident from the passage quoted above, that the 
wounded \V e not kill d nor were they left to die. From 
a passage in the AO'ni Pm'ana we learn thllt one of the 
duties of infantry oldieI' wa to cal'l'y the dead a~d the 
wOlmded from the batt1efie1d.to a place of safety;'tke 
car-warriors, on .the other hand helped to carry the 
wounded from a distance.2 

• 
o • 

P,-i8oner8 of war in anoie,nf I1~i/ia ' we1'e t"(J(J,ted with 
lttvrnanity. Early .eu tom O'ave the absolute righ,t of 
life and death over the person of the vanquished. From 

( a pa sage in ;fo ephu we lear that Ptolewy. Luthyrus 
overran the territory of Judea, trangled , Jewish "'wo,men 
and· children, and boiled them in cauldrons; thus .seQuring 
for his country a reputation for ca~nib~)ism.3 Slavery was 
a mitigation to the lot of pri o?er. Justinian's legal con-
cience was satisfieti when he declared slavery a merciful 

relaxation of the strict; rule of warfare wh\ch gave the 
victor a right over the live of hi captives.· An enlightened ., 
write.r like Gr6tiu 5 'Contented himself imply by advising 
Chri tians to remain ati fred with raD8om. Ev~n so late 

1 Suim, IV., Tii., 8405 : 

~1f ~ ~ltfiN\ij\r.~~ol 
iIffi'fi!~,.m : ~ ~+J~MS8'l1l 

~ql'4&jI!\\!fi~ il<.t ~~ ~ I 

lflllf' ~it ~~~~~'ll\ 
~ '" 

~lIi ~~~"lI1{ I 

~ ~ ~ ~T§I!I'{ I 

m'~~~~' ~11 

. . 

• Agni. OOXXXVI., 44-:;'8: Physicians lind nUl'S s took chargo of the wounded. 
Yi~ in/ra: 

• Josephus : Antiq. , XU., 10; ITT., fl 
• uatinian : lust., I., iii., 8. 
• Grotiua: I~I., vii., 9. 

o 

, . 



• 

• 
o , • 

IN ANCIENT INDI , 12.5 

as the Treaty of Versaille ,we find EnO']ancl and. Franc 
e~tering bUo an agreement for the ransom of mutual 
prisoners. 

In Greece the per on of the defeat d nemy was oon
sidered to 0 he at th mercy of the conqueror. From a 
l°egal point ~f view, there wa bu't little differenc b tween 
a slare 80VA<X and no prisoner of war , utXf'a.AW'TOS. HumaneI' 
oolln el however prevai1~do and w find con tant prote ts 
again 1 the ale of Hellenic pri oner ~f war to Hellene 
in that 'period 'oJ critici m in Gr ece, viz" the fourth , . 
century· B.O. Thu~ • P'a~o in hi Republic trongly di -
ap~l'oves of theo wanton cie truction or en lavement of 
Hellenes to the feople of the . arne race. In the He1'aclidae 
of Euripides the ' truggl!3 between cu tOtn, and con ciou .4> 

ness nnds a ~l'agic illu tra tion when a pri oner was 
• brou.ght ·to Alemena anet wa& told that he mu t suffer a 
miserable death, -Gut objection.~ were at once nrg.ed that 
such a pract.ice wou'lo. be contrary t~ the cu. tom of the . 

. . 

coun~ry: • 
• 1\.1'1' OVK (CT'T aVVCT'TOJl 'T01/S£ CTat Ka'TaK'TaJlftJl, 

A /\ aAAW~ ap aV'TOJl atXf'a.AW'TOJl ftAOp,EJI, 

£tPI'Et S£ S'Y/ ns 'TOJISE p,Tj OaJlllJl JlOp,o<;," 

A1'I' 'TO~ 'T'Y)CTS£ xwpa<; rrpCX1"Ta'Tru,CTUI OV SOK£t, 

A /\ n S'Y/ 'T08 ; EXOpOVS 'TOlCT'~' OJI KaAOJl Ka'TaJlEUI, ' 

A!'!" ovX oJl'nJl aJl 1'£ 't3J1q' EAWCTlJl EJI p,aXTj , 
o , . 

Grote bestow. unstinted praise on Oallioratidu, tHe 
Spartan Admiral becau e be .declared that as long as he' 
exetci ed the command no Greek would ever be reduced 

, • 0 

to slavery _£aWOl- apxoV'T<X oviEJla EAATjJlwJI EL> 'TO EK(LJlOV SWO 'TOJI aJlS 

pa.rr08lCTO'Y/Jlo.l. King Aegislau reminded hi Spartan com
rades that pri oner of war were men to be kept and not 
criminals to be puni hed: thu from out of this humane 
attitude sprang up .the en tom of ran om, rft.itigaMng 
the suffering' of tho e J.1ri onal's who could buy their . , 
liberty· 

• 

• 
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Roma~ treatment of prison 1'S wa much mildet' than 
that of the ~t'efined' Hellene. The Roman l1efore they 
entered on a cat'eer of ab ol'ption and expansion resorterl 
to the malpractice of the Greeks but later 011 they 
treated their pri oner well. After the fall bf Cartha
gena, 209 B.C., cipio allow d Mago and all'" the othel: 
free-born CarthaO'iJ1ian citizen. to O'et back horne. On 
ev 'al occa. ion Cae ar liberated, his prisoners on 'ccsno 

dition of their not taking up arm. again. The institution 
of ran om \Va recoO'ni eel and pri onel' 'were lib'erated « , 

at time without ran om. Thpt:;' Py,rl'hu followed the 
custom of re]e ing pd oner. of war witlrout ran om. I 

• 
'1'he Indian treatment of prisoner \Va!\. pel'hap much 

more humane than that of the Greeks and of the'Roman . 
It wa almo. t a etUed Cll. tom that no '/,--l'yya ~honld 

be reduced to lavery. Thns ay. Kau~iJya: • ' 

In the Vedic time. , however, the Dasyu or'the abori
"'in~, : jf taken pri on l' ",erA reduced to slavery. Thu 

• « 
Ellri ! H mclid., llG5 eL ffg. 

M s. Ts it not possible' For YOII to pu t \lim to dentit ? 
Ale. Tn VAin theu have we taken him prisoner. 

But ·hat la.w hinders him' from dying ? 

M 88. It s ms not welJ-W the chiefs of tho lalld . 
A I,e. Whnt i this ? at good to them t~ slny oue's enemies ? 
:r.ress. No, nny one thl'Y h~ve tnken alivo in flnWe. 

1 Nc mi a.urum posro, uoc mi pl'e~iU1n <l deritiA ; 

componflllt s b llum ; Bed b 1Iig rnnres, 

Quol'um, vil'tllti belli fOl'tuna poperci t, 
Eorundem III Jibel'toti pnf<.ore C'ortom ('st . .. 

• Arthafla8tro., III .. 13. 

Cia! Deomc, T., lZ
t 

tr. Philipson, 

. { 

• 



• • • • 

o 
IN °ANOlJiNT I~~lj\. 

• 
127 • 
• 

the word .Dasa has the sense of ' slave' in st\ver31 pa sl'-ges 
of the Hlgweda. : • 

Not our own will betra.yed u , but ' edl1c~ion, 

thou crhUessness, Varuna! Wine, dice, anger, 

'rhe' old is near to lead a. tm)' the yonne'e]': 

even lumber leadeth men to evil-doin er, 

lavelike may I, do service to the boun teous, 

el'V hae ,!l'pm sin, the erood inclined to anger, 

This gentle lOl'd gjv~ ' wi clom to the simple: 
the wis,el' god lean on th wi e to tlt riche ' ,I 

llut,' neither in t'he epic ~ra nor lin sub equcnt times do 
we find any clai~s 'advanced on the part of the victor ' to 
l'ecfuce thei·!' captive' to "lavel'Y, On the contl'al'Y, we have 
t he posit!v,"~ te eimony of the Agni Purana which njoinec\ 
uppn monarch the dllty of abstaining from making cap-

• tive of. war~ At any rate, if pri oner were made, 
tQ,ey were to be ~t at liberty.' immedia.tely on tJ1e ' con-
clu"ion of peace: • , 

"A kiner 'hould il'eat a pri oner of W l' ran 'omed and liberated 

as his own ~egotten on, A defeatedoal'my shou ld Dot be fought 

a!?ain .. " . ..... . 'rhe wiv of a defeated king do not pass to the victor 2 

...... .. ...... ,0£ five mean of appeasiuO', the \Hath of a , st.-onger 

• • 
1 R, V., Vll., (j,7. OJ. 6 180 -

• 
Yadu audJ.'urva, tob, have! bcoo two Dllsn ,well dis}Josed to servo 

Together with great store of kille, 

Slave/'y ill the Ri 'v da migM be duc to "w{ne, dice, gnmbling."- R, y" X" 62, 10.' 
It is not the plaoe I,ere to trace thc history of the institution of slavery in 

allciell/' Iudia. JCalltilya's Arthnsflstrn dCflJ~ with rilles l'olai;ing to 6laves ,and 

'corv ". 'l'hc ti la"ery ill aocient India Ii e! picted by tile Arthasastra dilfored from 
Roman slavcry in thr e things, (i) tho slares iu ancient Iudia were not Aryan8 

whereas at Rom . slavcs wero froqncntly, t hough not iuvariably, of Roman or at 
any mte of Italian origin, ( i ,) the Indiull slave had not only th protcction of 
rcligion hut also the (iii) protectioll of )1\11', Thus, violntion of 1\ femnle slave 

RFUiost lIel' will leil to p:luishmeut. Kautilya lAyS e!?wn goneral rolcsi or masters in 
Chaptor T, Book II, according to w\liclt thos who (lie! no t trent their ,,;.. (daBas), 

Idl'ed aet'fa (AhitaA'{'~', nod rclatives Wtl~ wel'e' to he taught their duty. 

Agni, ccxxxvt, 61-65, 

• 
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adversary': Lr gifts, the fifth one is setting at liberty prisoners captured . . . 
in war."l ~ 

c 

The humane treatment recommended by Kautilya 
and Sukracharyya to enemy per on and enemy property 
in a country conquered or under belligerent ,occupation 
leaves no room for doubt that even if pri ODers wele 
made in ancient Indian warfare, they were very liberally 
treated and neither ' whole ale extirpation nor wholesale 
reduction to slavery was their lot '; on the contrary they 
were rarely ran omed and frequently lib rated. 

Oertain rnean of destroying cmnbatants' we1'e also 
forbidden. Thi will b treated·tn th~ n~xt Chapter. 

With reO'ard to ' enemy property, the eyidenc of 
, the Greek writer 2 cOllcluF;ively prove that wholesale 
de truction or' ravaO'inO' of the enemy's prbperjiy was 
not, the general practice in ancient Indian' .wal'f~re. .The 
que ti~n of booty however rai 'e some difficultY. Ii 
appe&rs, however, that the :kinO' took a hare of the booty 
in the V-edic aO'e. rrhe word, Udaja with its variant 
Niraja 3 ha been u" ed to denote the share of theO booty 

• taken by the king aftel"victol'Y (~~rlT). A~cording to 
Manu, Samhit!:\. " ch~riots and hor e , elephant, parasols, 
money, gl'ain, cattle, wom n, all sort of good and 
value c metals belonO' to him 'yho take them conquering 
(the pos e or)." The Ved~9 enjoin upon the soldier " who 
,take uch booty, the duty of going into hareo with the 

• king and hi comrade,' . 

~ ~f~i{ 9 '=fif' ~lifi tf11.it~: , 
~,*~6fufCl( P"f m .~~ ~ ~ ,; 
mRI~'l\,,(r ... iitn ~~ftf: I 
U1J~~~lG~oqJ4'lt4·,L~lf'{ .~ 

" .Agui, CCXL" 15·18. 
• Vide ulile. \ . . 
• lIlaitrayaui ambits, for inslauo r" 10, 16 v IV" 3, 1. 
• YQ~, VII., 96.97. 
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• 
According to Sukracharyya ilver, gol and ' otlrol' 

• 
. kind of bt>oty .belonO'ed to him who won· th me. 

The king was al 0 to ati fy th troop by H O'iving them 
tho e thinCl' with plea ur · accordin to the labour under-
gone" : 

• 
• 

~~~~.tit~f~~"~' 
~ ~~ ~ a1~'RCfititt'i{ 111 

Th two pa aO'ewould lead to the conclu i~n 
that the oldierY'wer~ O'iven up to unpridled plunder and 
the kinO'}Va. a bar r1n th5tt plunder, Probably the pa. age 
in Ma~1U Samhita. fel'rea to .th pr~ctice of the ictol 
durin 0' th Vedic age, because it pecifically r ferr d to a 
pa .. aO'e in the Vedic literature accordinO' to which not • . .. . 
merrly ~old an~ ilver, i .e., the per onal b longinO' of 
s.oldi !', lain on the battlefi~ld, but 11,1. 0 "moneoy," . 

• HO'rain," "cattle,"-""women" w.ould belonO' t.ot.he captor. 

• 

Sukracharyya in the second passage quoted above, aoe 
not Rp~cifically ref I' to "money," H g;ain, " H cattle" or 
" women' but goe. further and observes that the king 
should protect the people of a conquerecl country like his 
own cbildren and bould reali e· I.' re~'(3nue" from a 
porti.on of the territory or the whole. 

f~ ~ ~ ~nw;C{jT<t ~ ~ I 

u~tf Cfl 1I1a1'C)~ '~m ~(f: ~: " 

• • • • 
mt. ~T: ~ ~: ~mt'f~~: 12 

• 

Thi pa ag coupled. with KautilyaJ recom: 
mendation for the admini tratiqn of a newly conquer~ 
territory 3 a well a the injunction laid down by Bhi rna" 
as rel8.ting to "the m iden captured from the enemy' 

• 
I Suua, IV., "ii., 372. 

• Ibid, 373."4. • 
• Arthasastra. 
• Santi.Raj., "XOVI. 

• " • 

• 
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CQuntzy the wealth or the kin ," lead us on to the 
inevitable tconcln ion that th y. tern of taking booty 
wa allowed although or ani d plunder was nev l' 

permitted exceptin~ perhap, in a K1tta,juddha, with the 
wild tribe of the for st nn,med ~~ by Kantilya 1: 

ittri ~""f"({T?:~ ~itq'l~ ~ ~ I 
Inhabitants of captur d 1Y0wn. have at all time , ~et 

with a ad fat. We n unot <go to the blood-curdliner 
• 

tale of the sack of Elam, th l'a, Ul'e 'of Babylonia and 
the de truction of ineveh: Gr Cf? and Rom " lurni h u 
with many ex mp], s of inhufnanity Ptacti. d in ancient 
warfar. Thu. , town taken by . torm in ancient Gr ece 

• 

• wer liable to d truct.ion-the men of military aO'e W 1'e 
put to the . word, while th oth l' citizen ;re~·e.reduced 
to lavery and erenel'al plund I' followed. ' ~RoIn!tn pl'~cti('e 
Wit ~e bal'barou. but ·fo1ybiu. 2 hl'!1d that the ac~ing • 
of dwelling hou e ,th . lZUl' Of corn and other pl'ovi-
lon, the etting ti,1'e to mucll property, the carrying off 

of the valuahl d diqated arm. of the porticoe. and the 
de truction of the l' Rt- all thi wa riO'ht and fail' by th 
laW' of war.. Tb, sack of ~faO'deburO' in the Thirtv . . 
Year.' War rankleq in th mind of men for 'a 10nO' time 
and. mon Lrat d the n ceo ity for Internatio'nal Law. 
Even 0 late th year 190 ,th murder of BlaO'oveR-. ( 

. chen k benumbed many It mod rn publicist. • 
Hum nity in ancient India triumphed over the deRire 

of r venO'e and accordirlg to Kautilya .the territory of the 
'conqu red < en my . hould ~e k pt so peacefully that all 
peopl might . leep without R.ny feM' : ~~ QQQt4l-t d , 
~q~ ~p.~ ~tQlltt ,s A gr at exponent of the 

\ ArthlUllUltr&, IX , 2, 

• Polybius, v., 9. 
• ArthlUlllBtrll., 13, 4. . 

OJ. Liv., I ., 38: Deditoaqne Colll\tino8 it Rt'!'ipio cSl'lqne deditioni8 rormnlnm 
eSBIl: rex interro~vit" p/ltisue V08 leg ti ol'storesqna mini Ii populo oon~tino, nt Votl . 

G 
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principle of expediency like Kautilya' not only couns6l 
mqael'ation but even urge kings not to use in!fammatory 
and combu ' tibIe · powdel'when a fort can be captured 
by other means for, ays he, " fire cannot be tru ted; it not 
(lnly offend~ gods, but also destroy the people, grains, 
cattle, gold, !taw material and the like." 'rhen hi utili
tariani.sm rises up along with hi hmn"anity and he urges 
a further reason agaiJ'I t r~(t'uction of fod by fire, etc,-. 
"because the acquisition of a. fort with its property 
all destroy,ed; i a 'source of further 10~8," 

• I 

if ~ f~lQ"lir ,~rfiit~~v~ I 
• • 

~~~ II "l1fflf~"Tiitnfqr'1lifJq~~cmtQ.4IlOQ"~qj~: I 

f~ ~crm."ftf ~..., ~q lt~f" 111 . 
A i.t). the ca es. 'of Greece and Rome, belligerent occupa-

a tion irf ancient InCija. formed pne' of the mefl,n of acq~ir
ing pi-operty, War, ac~ording to Aristotle w.as a natlilral 
means of acq~iring propert;r_8,.o KCl.L'Y/ 'TrOAEjJ-LK'Y/ <plJCTfLK T'TJ'TLK'Y/ 'TrW 

ECTTCl.L • ••• ~ . Oooupatio bellioa, similarly in the case of the 
Romans wa; for a very long . t ime con idered one of the 
modes of acquiring property. 'rhe . al1~e vie,! wa adopted 
also by Kautilya: • 

. ~ ~:-i{ciT, ,,~:, Nu m , ~ · 
'The conqueror ocoo.pyil1 f1' an enemy's territory invari

ably followed the imperial policy of Rome 0 eloquently 
sunz by Virgil in the following farnou. line,:-

Tu l'egel'(\ im.perio populos, Roma,ne, Inemellto; • 

Rae tibi erunt al'tes, pacisqlre imponel'e mOl'em, 
P~rcel'a subjectis, et debellal'e sUlferbos. ' 

populnmque dederetis? "Sumu ,," .. eetna popnlus oOlllatilJus in sua. potllstate P 
Of est." deditane vo pOpUhU:llctue colatiuum urbam agros, nquam, terminos, c1elubra, 

Iltensilio., diviuo. hUmo.U(lque onwin ill mennt popu!i jllll RomRni J\pirlllf'nl"P 

H dedimus" .. at egio rec~pio." ~. 

, Arthasastra, XUI., 4 

• lbid, ~UI.. 6. • 
l • 
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• The :tnciept Hindu recoO'ni ed war a . a nece ary evil 
and a OOJt a the bla t of war had blowon away and 
, dove like . peace returned' a conq ueror never failed 
to follow the principle of conciliation. Thu ay the 
Mahabharata : J "if a ho tile king be vanquished by the 
troop of the ~nvader, the latter should not him t!lf 
fight his vanq ui hed foe. On the other hand, he hould 
bring him to hi palace, alid persuade him to' ( t~y 
for' a whole y art' I am thy' lave '-whether he ays 
or doe not say thi, the yanqui hed foe by' living 
for a year in the hou e of his '\j:lct(}l~ crain a r;e~ lea e of 
life. If a kinO' u,cceed. in bringing ] y force a maiden 
from th~ hou c of hi vanqui hed foe, he hould ke j; her 

• for a year Rnd a k her whether he "\"\'01l1d "yed him 01' 
4. '''' 

anyone el e. If she doe not aO'ree, l~e houtd then 
be 5ient back. He should, behave imilarly' in re p dt o..t 
all other kinds of wealtp. that are "'ap.quired by fo.rcc. 
The 'kinO' should never appropriate the wealth confi cated 
f~om the thieve ~nd other awaiting execution ... , ...... .. 
The kine taken from the enemy by force hou~d be given 
away to the Brahman. The bull ' taken away from the 
enem.y should, be et! to agricultural work or he ent to 
the enemy." ccording to Sukrach~yya, the ~ictoriou 
king liould fir t prot ot the I eople a hi children, collect 

'. . 
revenue from them, grant 11 portIOn of the revenue for the 

. maintenance of the vanquished kin~ and hi fal~ily and he 

, 
I Ka;ha.bhara..ta. : Santi.Raj, XOYl., 3·6. Prate.p Ua.y',s tl'8.Dslliotion. 

, . 
~~if r.~ ~ if cf ~lf ~fi1q: I 

~~ ~l.l!l~Tc'f: ~ II 

• 'fl~~'l~!,I:\l{~(II\'*itll lI~OQ1 f"llfiOll'tltll I 

~ 'fit ~. ~~ 'Jl'!1l11 

if ~ ~~ ~ ftriil'!: ~~: ~: , 
yll(tlQlI$ ... ~: .. ~ ~ ~ II 

0/. also Agni, OOYXXVI., 22... , 
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• 
ho{!..ld then e.njoy the remainder 'vi th inco"tn.l3. ' .. Th l 

soldiery mu t . remain out ide the v ill agE\ • and hould 
not be permitted to enter the villaC/'e without a 1:oya1 permit 
antl should on no account oppr . the villaO'er.~ Not 
imply th8lt-military rule wa not to b follow~d a ukra

bharyya d'efinitely lay it down that oldier!'! hould not 
be appointed to any other wOl:k be, ide. warfare "~Cfi1.ri 

fJfifT ~od ~T~~.hn"f ~~ " and villager were nqt to 
come into daily contact "with the oldi6J.·Y. . 

• 
Kau.tilya' Artha a tra throws flood of light, on the 

international con oidu m,;' of hi age when he impo e ' the 
tric.te t injun~ions upon a conquering hero not to 

covet the land; thing and son ', or the wive of the kin!!' 
lain by him: on the contrary, he , hOSlld re-in tate in • 

their own estate the relatives of the kinO' lain. The 
• thrQlle should also be presatved in the dyna ty. If a' king' 

d.ies not follow th~ e 'precepts- then he runs cel'tttin ri k 
of exciting the displeasUl'c of the ' circle of state' 
which is sure to ri e .up in arm against him. The 
pas age Qf Kautilya i 0 full of wisdom and so 
"redolent of international odour" that it deserves. to be 
quoted in full : 

if ~ "ffl~ ~~g15f~m .. f~J:(oi~ I "~fi{tl{~ ~§ 

qr«! ~TQ?hl1 ~fqr 1f~ 9'''' ~~ ~T~ I ~~"Q 
~ .~ ~"' ~ Q.,t1I: ~(OiI"'It5l'~~'fI'ifI' I ~Qifffii{ ~r ~Gifr?(l ~~-

~ . 
. ga~I(I~, tlWlficlii ~ ~~~R if ~l1fl~: I 

. .. . 
1 lRUf 'Wit ~ lim OOrt'lN' ({!IT I 

'1m:t'O!m ~ ~ ~~ftirnR I 
rg1T~it m.<l s~ ~ ~flrnt ~'lI I 
~~~ ({~~1I~ tTrn '1!T1i I!~ :I 

" ~~ fiIf<ffl "lI\l1i il~~ II 
• • • * • * 

• ~ ri'lT mil~' ~~~I . 
?m Of ~l?fu( P ~ 411f1'Hfl3Jt:" • 
~m iIf~JI ' ~ !I1itrltr ~ I 

Suk ,V., 84.85, 

• 

•• • 
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~~Tp't~ iiO~i)~~T ~~"Tl!ftl~' Q ~lV'i 1I1~ 
~T~'~l • 

~'i"'! "q ~T~": "~Tlf.Ql.-r~tnmT : I 
~~ijqrr ~nr: 91lIQl~'l(fifit: II .. 

Actuated· by motiv 'i of perpetuati ng dy~ tic rule, 
Kautilya, th moral Pl;OP of the va t Mauryya E mRire, 
ri ~ .to a higher conception of irnp'erial ism in hi ohapter 
on ~R'1liii'l1{ and . lay down rule ' of admini trati~n for 
a conqueror who e mi ion it houid be to" u~jugatc 

• 0' 

t h 'haughty," "to impose Lhe ,mistO\TI of peace'" and_ 
to lead nation on to I:l' traiO'htfor"l'ard path of pro "~e '~ . 

Retain tho . cu. tom of the yanqui hed which appear 
,t6 you good, J;emove tho e which are bad, . honour 

their languaO'e, cu tom and manncr , reward the learned 
and. the orator, heal th Bcat of war f) 1'61 asln .-. 
pri on r ; -and plea e your u<bject by remi ion of taxe . 
tbi wa the advice given to tho VijiO'i u by Kautilya
thi wa the po!ic5" followed by the Roman III 

framin th i1' pax Rmnuua; the ame policy has 
al 0 b • n con i ·tentl follo'\ d by the Briti h in layincr 

down the founl:lation~ ton f the pax B?'ita1'll1~ica. 

D viation from thi' poli v uf COli 'olidati nand copcilia-. . 
• ' tion after conq ue t . p It the I'uin of th Rotnan Empire 

t • and will in itably] ~ad to thE!' ruin of very empir~ of the 
pre ent or of th futUl'e. Thu ay ' Kautilya: . ' 

• ~ a. ...... .. ~ 
-m:('l(ltl;( ~~ Q(ltiCl1 Qij4Q~1~4tt I ~ n"'ij~1f 

~4t~44~~q,qR:tI(~~~.fl\lll lI'tl'fiTfq~ftt1latl~rif~ ! 
~~ '" '«f{Q"t('Q'1t~ I ~~lll tmlf~ I '" rqlll

~ fi(~~:~lrt ~t 'II( ~d'~ ; If.Rtfq,,,~ J 

~~.,mrn~R~q~ I ~tt<CI("~t(I..nt{41C1(- -

fim~ '" ~ ~fillffl~rf I ~*(44It(atlfn4~,~! ~ 

1 Artha trll, VIl'., 16. 

• 
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CHAPTER IX 

THE AGENT, INSTRUMENT AND 'l'HE ME HOD 

< O'F W ARF AR.E 

1:h agent. employed by a state in ancient Indian 
warfnre wer twofo)rl: (i) the armed force of th state 
and (ii) the spie ·. Be. id s the. ,1V.ild tribe • were fre
quently rmployod ithel" 0 fiO'ht-the "\fild tribes imilarly 
u. ed lJY the n my, 01' to hara the march · 06nd 

.Pl'ogl'(, .. of the en my in the rear. The rmed force of 
the . t te, it hit. h en ob. erv d b fore, J were Unaer t.rict • 
milit~I'Y di, ciplin. They carr,i d arm ope~ly,2 and were 
und l' tlH1 oreler of officelt a and car~i~d flags, en Jkn ,,
and ;, di tinctive uniformc.5 AccordinO' to Kautilya, 
for eveJ'y ten memh J', of each of the con tituents of the 
nrmy there mu t b ' ono commander called padika; ten 

• p'!dika weI' plac d uncleI' a enapati and ten Senapati,. 
w re'plac d und r th command of a Nayalca. , r . 

Ie ~Cfi~~: Q'ft{: ~: ; Q~Cfi~"': i-nm:, 
ar...r'a"'r,. ..... n ~ " "~QCfi(CCcttl ifTWfi '-I" , 

The armed force of a t.ate w re divided into various 
'cla e according (i) to the degre of tl'U t that could be 
i~po, ~ on. (,Rcll con titllent part, anp. (ii) seco~dly 
according to th vehi I u ed hy each. •• 

1 Vide 81kp'·U • 

• "~.T~~"-A .. ,X.,5 . 

• ' Artha&ll.stra, X., S. 

• ~ ~"~fl:I: ~m'''t ~~"-A. S., X., 6 . 

• Sukrn, IV., vii • • 
• • 
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Thus, Sukra.chal'yya lays down the' follo~J.ng 'l'able .-

• 

I 
Mula. 

,,' (having been 
under him 
for a long 

• Virne) 
(hOt'ed.itary). 

I 
Heroic. 

I. 

I 
Own. 

I 

I 1 

Army . 

I 
Sadllalka 

(i.e., ha.ving 
been for a 
short time). 

I · · 

i 

• I 

I 
Of the aUie •• 

I 
Not heroio. 

II 
I 

Trained . Untrainet1. '1'l&e deaertel'l! 
from the 

Those won 
'lver from the • 

enemy's enemy. 
mnke. 

Kaut4Y~ de cribe the var.ious kind of . army thus:- • 
i) Maula hereditary army; (ii) hired army; (iii) 8reni 

~m . (it.?) fdend's army J (v), the army composed of 
wiJd tribes (or ~). The. exact time of recruiting 
and employin<7 e~ch 'kind of army has been clearly set 
forth by Kautilya, out tha't chapter lv-minous in the art 
of warfare does not interest us vit."lly at this point. It is 
difficult to understand what the Arthasastras mean by 

• "~~." They are obyiously a corporation of soldiers 
but i the corpoIation a corporation subject to the 
'Control of the tate itself? Or, does the corporation of 
soldiers form ~ band of condottieri as in the middle 
ages P If ' the ~atte~, then the passage J in Kautilya's' 
Artha astra which urges the employment of the 81'enibala 
when the enemy is de irou of carrying on treacherous 
fight become inex·plicable. .And yet it is ah~o t c~rtai~ 
thltt there exi ted corporations .also within the state.s 

Kautilya doe not seem to look with much favour on 
the chief of uch a corporation and he recommends the 

1 "~~~~'t~.I\!\'''\tt~l!i ".;!...A.. S , VTJ, 8:9. • 

• "~ it '!I1IImi",' 'f,@ fmf~ ~" tfif," 'nIf: tJmJ: ~~: • 
Ilnm.t ''''IQ\q'fI'iII11{~!''I'''it ~"I!IIQ""\(:" m ~"''''.N:-A .8., IX.,!. 

18 • • • 
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adoptio~ of .v;riou secret mea u.re t disc~edit. bim in the 
estimation of his corporation and even to put an end to his 
life. Sucb. an attitude of mind is only po sible when 
the chief of a corporation ventures to becoIl!.e a sort of' 
"imperium in imperio." o. 

Sukracharyya's Ii. t doe not contain the name of 
'C(z:cftq@l or wild tribe. . They do not appear to have·peen . ~ 

amenable to the .rules of Intel'national Law for they 
hanker d after plunder and had to be rewarded oy raw 
produc . ~ ~~J4a\z:~q@ f~~1{({ ~l~l They 
do not oem to ha v e been regal'ti d a C ".regular. " of an 
army , and they performed the functions of ~'O'ue1'illa 

a troop" of the present. time. . They wer~enO'aged ag~inst . 
, wild tribe of ' a imiia)' natur and for the ~ur 0 e 

of hltras ing the real' of an en Jmy's army. ' 
( c 

"Jrtti~ nn:rf1:ui'l.lltiftO"Q~m~~'A1ti:ll~ ft~· . ~,.~ ~ 

~., 'fi'Jmwttr: Rm ~511:" ~~~~: ,! 
( t 

. Armie wer also divid d accordinO' to the nature of . ( 

the vehicle used fo), warfar. There were thu. four kin~s 

of al'rnie : iDt{antry~ cal' warri~r, cavalry and f>lephant 
men. Be ide the regular force. there were epp.l'ate 

• compahi of men and animal who were entru ted 
with the dutie of uppl. iug weapon and ammunition 
' to the fighting lin from the tor ( in the rear and of 

( removing the wound d from the line . The"e formed what. 
w now call the 'labour' corp .' Thus ay Kautilya: 
" t l ( 

() Sl. () ( 
f1J:fc:lj(ti"I~<ttQmt4anlt"Cfitil~~'9lt'C4(qnQCfi(""~HJ?f'f" lIm-
~ n<'It'C4~mml~,.mm ~Cfi~ ,3 

U Tb exa.mina.tion of camp, road , bridge, well and rivers i 
carrying the machine, weapon, arm ours, instrument and provision ; . ~ , 

1 Of. III 0 """q~il.'tifq'lri~,..i.l~ r ............. '(: ..... · .. . 
( 

• A. S., IX., 2-

, • Artha~, x.,4.. 
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carrymg away tu~ men that are knocked down, along with their 
weapous and .. t·mours-the e constitute the wOJ;k of fr -labourers." 

• 
It has already been observed that 

• treatment ,!as accorded to the wounded. 
~nerally followed by physicjan and 
pas age in Kautilya we learn, that orne 
were 'women : 

pecially humane 
The army wa 

nul' e. From a 
of the e nul' e 

\ . 
"Physicians ~oith surgical instr7ementIJ, m(J,clii'lZea, remedial oils 

a.nd clotli in their ha.nds; and women flJillt prepared food and beverage, 

should stan'"d behind , utt6ring.~ncouraging ~ord to fighting men" : 

" . 
r,r4~$T: mllf~~nCf~~:~ f~'HIP.~'eI.9~" 

tUCQI"d~: 1lnf~~: ,1 . . 
'rhu', women-nur e alleviated the sufferings of 

the ~l"ounded 'and the dyi g ,at least two thousa.nd 
y before Eurbpe bad or ani ed bel' "Red-€ro " 

~ 

'SOcietie . 
Tb& army employed a ~ery large .number of pies. 

They Were the "eyes and ear" of ~he king.2 He was to 
look through their ye, for says Kamandaka, "he tbat . ~ 

doe 'not look through their eyes, stulhble down, out of 
ignorance, even on l~ve) ground for he i said to be blind." - . 

;!fl(".~'(.: ~<t~~~if ~T I 
"ii"l~aqct~qltt"ln~~: risftt N 11

3 

They have been compared to the sun in energy and 
to the wind in movement, and the qualification' required 
of them were of an exacting 9hal'acter'; They mu t 
have been person skilled in ' the int rpretation of 
internal entiment. by conjecture and by external 

• 
1 Artbaaastra, x .. 3. 

• Kam., XII . .'27. • 
• Ibia, XII., 30. 
• Ibid, XI!., 2'.1. 

• • • 

• 
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17esture, a.,ccurate of memory, polite ana soft in speech, 
.anoile in movement capable of bearinO" up with all sorts 0' . 
of privations and difficulties, ready-witted, and expert in 
everything. 

• 

• 
A already ob erved, they had to serve then' period of ap-

e> 

prentice hip in an in tit ute for espionage whose r11les were 
very trict and which did not all?w I1i; to kno~ eac~ other. 
Spie were mployed not imply to ~in information or 
to watch the movement of the enemy but also for 

n the purposes . of owing dissension, f~r ca,pt.uring th~ 
enemy' fort, country 01' camp with the aid of" ~aRons" 

"pbison," or" fil'e," for. II tfie purposes 'of most C< orutal 
ass~ssinations of kings/ chief ,of the army, leading 
citizens, uch a the councillor a, well as for all 

r 

purpo e of deva tation' and cutting off the supplies 
. . of the en.emy. Espionage was notl'egarded with disfavour 

in (l.ncient India and the ancient Hindus knew how to look 
ster111y at fact and'did not attempt to cloak their respect 
for hpmanity by elabol'ate rules like the civilize,d nation 
of the pre ent time. , rrhe. pi -s however~ in ancient India 
wer~ regarded a ordinary' combatant ' a;nd a short 
swift entence f death wa not g~nerany pa ed on tbem. 
Their patriotism was :t:ecogni ed and nowhere i.s it laid 

• down in .the Dharma a tras or in the Arthasastras that 
a ,py should be put to deatb in tantane~u iy. An assassin 
or an arson of course ' deserved the extremest penalty 
allowed by law or impo ed by necessity, but the spies 
as a clas were not placed outside the pale of humanity. 

1 ~Q,m •• ~II., 25. 
• ArthQ888tm, XU., 1. 

f l 

• Ibid. , 
• Ibid, lIT., •. . . 
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Inst1'wments. • • 
• 

Weapon, according to Sukracharyya, wer divided into 
two classes: . Astra and Sastm. Ast.ra i that which i 

• thrown or cast down by mean of charms, machine of fir . 
.,Astra is therefore, broadly peaking, of two kind, 
charmed ·01' tubular. Sa ' tra8 a1' weapon by which 
cuts could be inflicted. It i not our pre ent purpo e to 
'0'0 'into details about tM iarO' varietie of weapon >used 
in aneient Indian warfare. InternatiOllal La.w i concerned 
more ·with the .. prohibition of the u e of certain 

• • 
kinds of instrument in .warfare rather than with their . 
utility. 

The M.an l} amhita J prohibit 
kind of 'in trument in warfare 
are ba1'qed, poi oned or t~e point 

the u e of certain 
• 

uch' a tho which > 
of which 8.1' blazing 

wi th fire : .... 
. 

, 

.. ~~-i",!T'IJ~~ ~ I • 

.. ~fif,rtf~t,.nf¥ac.f~ft"~~: II 

Let u take up the que tion of poi oned arrow fir't." 
Poisoned arrow were u ed in ady tage of ch~iti ation 
in. al~o t every country. Thu , when Ody eu had 
O'one to Ephyra to procure a deadly dru for' mearinO' • 
hi arrow, Ilu refu ed. to' O'ive it to him, on the • 
ground that the god would not anction uch an aet: 

, rpa'PJ.'ru<o~ 1l~4pO</>o' ,,0~ 3~'1IJ.'f"01 "0"'"" 0" ' ,"11 

,o~s XP'f(1'IJIl' XIlN<'lIp. IlS ',",,'0 J.'f'V 0'1)' 0" 

• a"'lCtll, • .,..., p'a. 8fO' "f~'cr"...,.o "'fll fOYTa.f ~ , • 

Poisoned arrow were certltinly u ed 4uring the Vedic 
time. Thu, in a hymn of th Rigveda two di tinct kind 
of arrows are ref rred to: the on i poi oned (or alakta) 
and has a. bead of horn (?'1.~;r-Bit,8'lJ,i,); the other i copper, 

, Kanu, VlI., 90. 

• " OdY';U', I., 261 .3 , . • 
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brollz or'iro~heade'd (",il,(ti). Poi .oned (~) arrow~ 
ar al 0 m lI\ioned In tbe Atharvaveda.. Thu says the 
Rigveda: I 

l ow to the shaft with venom smeared, tipped with deer-born, • 

witll iron mouth, 

el tiaJ , of Parjanya' seed, be thi great adoration }ftl.id. 

Loo 'ed from the bowstJ;ing 'fly aw~. , thou arL'Ow, barpelled boY our 

• prayer, . 
to the fo men, rik them home, and let not one be left alive. 

And tharvaveda : •• 
• 

From the ip b· \I t' ] e VI' ·ised the 1)oi80n, from the anointing and 

fr m th father ocket ; from the barb tSPO-llt lJ,a), Ute n~k, 
the horll, have 1 t!xorcised the poi on. • 

apiees, ° arl'ow'! is thy tip; lik wise thy I oison is sapTes' ; polso thy 
bow of a saple tree, 0 aples one I i saples.. • 

They who ma h d, who smeartd, ,;ho hurled,~ 'l'h let I~o e-!they • 
an made impotent ; tmpote t, is mad th poi on mountain. 2 

• 
And again, 

c 
Like a,o arrow, m ared, O,Lord of men, like an adder, ° Lord of 

cattJ hat arrow f f the Brahman 18 terrible; with it he 

t ~ie l'ces the ~nsl1ltin¥" 5 

Lon b fore tb tim wh n Maun' ~d wa reduaed 
to writilfg how v 1', the advance of humanitariani m led 

~ to the di u e of pion darrow'. No O'round • of humanity . . 
could po ibly h urged again t arrow blazinO' with fire 
unl it were uper tition or ignorance (which similarly 
condemned the u e of the fatal 'cro bow' during 
meCtireval tim ), and therefore their use continued. Thus, 
in an ob tinate iege-war are, fire-arrow were recom
mended by Kautilya with on O'reat limitation, viz., that 
"when a fort could be captur d by other mean, no attempt 

---\. - ---- -- -~----~ 

J R. v ., Vl.. 75, 15-1(1, Grift\th. 

• A. V., IV. 6, 7, Whitney. 
• ),.. V., v" 1 ,16, Whitn y. • ee a.lao,V., 31, 4. 

• • 
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should be !llade to liIet fire to it." A kind dT ~lick' painted 
with inflammable mixture and wound l'oun~ with a bark 
made of hemp, zinc and lead wa called a "fire arrow.' 

, fPt (by inflammable powder) ~fi!lR: 1l"1J~ijt~~~~mm 
• 

~ tNCtfWj<iht: 1 The e arrow weI' not generally u d 
in war. Evidence of th' fact i deducible from the Ii t 
of the weapons given by l~autilya to b kept in harg of 
tpe Superint ndent of tlil roy 1 al'monry.2 Th . e weal>on, 
were probably O'enerally made u of afthouO'h the po i
bility fer .the u ~ of. certain delu ive and d strnctive con-. ~ 

trivance as mentiGtled by Kautilya in hi chapter on ieO'e 
W' 'fare, ha<J notheen lOf'lt iO'ht of arid th uppl'int ndent 
of armoury wa advi ed to tock the latt r kind of • 
weapon 'arong with all new inv ntion. of workm n: 

~ 

• " The range of arro'i' in th e day mu t have b l1 v r. 
limited and military nece~ ity rou t have tax d th ing n
uity bf skilled workmen to find out. a d vic by which 
per on and things at a di tance ~ould b truck. In the • 
Ii t of wetl.pon< mentioned by Kautilya Sarvatoblzadr..p, and 
Jam.adagnya have be n mentioned-the on wafol ac 'ol'ding 
to the comm nta'or a, oart with wh I and ca,Pable of 
rapid r volution; when l'otat d l it thr w tone in all 
direction. It resembled th" "catarpillar" inv qt d by 
the Assyrian experts of old. Jamadagnya wa another 

• 
contrivance for hootin~ arrow . 

It is not. tb,.e plac her to di cu , wheth )' th anciQnt 
Hindu knew th gunpo~der and the O'un although the 
vital intere t 'attached to the "ubject perhap. l't'quir a 
passiI~g mention. It has however been one of the articles 
of faith in military eire e , that Europe owes it knowled e 

I • 

. 
I Art~tr&. :."Ill., 4. 
• nid,' II., 18. 

" Ibid, 1I.~18 . . 

• 

• • 
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of gunpowderrto the" Saracens, a knowledge which dealt 
the death-b!sw to chivalry and ushered in a I'evolution in 
warfare, pecially in iege warfare. "r e have several 
pas age in Sukraniti ara which clearly prove that the 
ancient Hindu knew the use of O'uns. Thus S&ys Sukra
charyya: c fl 

" People expert in military instruments know of diverse agencies 
named a8tras and llaatratJ, varying ac~ol~ding to shOJ,t or large Siz6 and 

" the na.tu[ and mode 0), the harp edge, 'rhe 'IW,lifta aat1'a 1 is known 
to be of two kind according to ize, large 01' small. 'rhe <short or 
ma1l1lalika i the cy li ndrical in trumen\ to k~ used b'y ~nfuntry and 

cavalry and h iug' au, oblique and 'straighL h,ole at the origin, the 
length of five "1;ta.Y/'£8 01' two cubits and a half, a sharp point botb,ltt the 
forefront and at the origin, which can be u ed in m rkin O' the objective, 
which has fir prodUced by the I ressure of a machine, ('!tJU'ta.in stone 
and powder at the origin, has I~ good bandle at the top, has 'an illside 

hole or. t.be breadth of the middle \ingel'J hold g;mpow8er in' the
interior and ha a strong rod. Tbe in tl'Uxpent 'tt'ikefl di taut ob~s 
according as the ba,mboo or bark is thick aod hollow and the ball a~'C 

1000' and wide. The larg lIalilra i • that which ha a post OJ; wedge , 
at the OJ'igin 01' breech, an~ according to it movements, can be 

• pointed t,owal'd th aim, ha a wooden frame and is cll'awn on 
ca.rriad-e : if well 11 ed, it lead t.o vict.o)'y . '" . ' . 
'~lIi fi!~~ 1"fl'{ ~~: II , 
~t~~ 1IWf ~~f~'!Iil{ I 

~~f~f/ll!lf""i9aot ~ II 
~1lmI1ft1~{ ~qv...q~'!Iil{ I .' '" \\.,i'lq,,,"!jw,, ~I;I!I~~ I 

, 

~S~~nfi1~y<f w~~ 1 

~.m,?I. ~ q~",~: II 
• 

~'" ~1 tt ~l ' ~ ~<ftf"\!tl"'(fl. 1 

" 

\\s~ ~~lfir ~l1t ~ 1 
.~ 

, ~ "1'l'4\1;'~~t'TU'I: 1fl!!1t n 
'H1l'( ~~.~. "'Ii't'Q'l}I~: 1 

~~t ~if~ ri'lii(il~ .. ttq" ~ 1 

ftm lI~i~f1R'~ ' ri-.. ~ U • "~ 'l ~ 

VlfRI!IiI~ 111'1"1 ~(CIR ~ 1I'l1 .. , 
• ~Ra1~~~ ~lm ~ ~ II 
• • • • • • 

~ ~. ni'~ ~ ~ lI"llll ~11' ~ \\ .. M"'''IiQ~ ~ 1 

1f.'IoiI"'''''Il!Iiiil~~ mt 1 ~ ~ lt~l ri\(lif4!t(ll ~ II .. ~ 

n'lllM_4ill' lfl'[ ~14fiif"'ft1"~' e ~ ~~: ~~ ~ 1 
JmI' ~ 'S'Y'Itt f"iI"Il4(~ " ·""ftlt1'fwI.", ~arift ~ M 

I Sarkar,. ' i;rto.nalation. • 
, . 
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. ~hus evide'b~l! the ,passage quot~d heI~, )Join' td the 
l~eV1table boncluslOn that the author of these" line at any 
rate knew the gun (the rifle) and the cannon. These 

• weapons, continues the author, may be made of 'iron or 
of some dtiher metal and must be k pf clean. He also 
gives a com'~osition of gunpowder : "Five rpalas of Suvarchi 
salt, • one palo, of sulphur, one paZa of charcoal from the 
wood of arka, snnTti 'and pther trees burnt in a manner 
that }lre-yents the escape of moke, e.g.,' in a closed ves eI, 
have to J)~. pUl;ified, powder d, and mixed toO'ether, then 

3 

dissolved in the jlli'cas· ~f snu,hi, a?'ka a.nd O'arlic, then 
drie~, up by heat' and finally powdered like sugar. The 
substance is called gunpowder ." "J<Jxpert ," continue the 
author, ".make gunpowder in various ways and of white 
anG otller colours according to the relative quantities 
~f th~ coftstituents :-charcOal, .sulphur, subarchi , stone, 
}Ii&IJital, lead, hingul,. iron filings, oamphor, jatu, ' illdiO'o, 
juice of sarala t!ee, etc.:' 'lhese passages have been 
regarded as sub equent in,terpolatioDi. The mention of 
~C1i occur only in ,the passroges mentioned above. 
Sukracharyya does not however, repeat his ideas aPout 
"i'lT~ " in his book. TIle whol~ conOeption of the 
gun,· th,e cannon .and the gunpowder is 0 very modern, 
contend the &dvocates of the : interpolati<1n theory,' 
that it could not .possibly hllve found a place in ~ text 
book on Nitisastra at such an early date as that of" 
Sukracharyya. Dr. Ray ha p'roved, however, the indi-
genou origin of Hindu alchemy and it i also.in eviden~ 
that 8altrpet1'~ ~as mention~ by Oharaka and Susruta. 
From this it cannot be argy.ed 01 course, that the Hindus 
of S~kra' date po es. ad a competent knowledge of guns 
and gunpowder. 

Kautilya's Artha astra, however; gives u ;aluable 
hints OJ:} the p~int. In his 'chapter on "siege-warfare," 
he giv~s directions fo~ the preparation of various kinds 
. 19 · • • 

.. 
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of inflammable powcte'r. Thu, small ball~ prepared from , 
the mixture. of Sarala devadar'lt (tree), _p'4titrina or 
stinking grass, guggul1.t, 81'iveslttaka (turpentin), tlie 
juice of sat'ja and lac combined with dungs of an ass, • 
camel, sheep and goat are inflammable. c> 

..£I. C) • ~~~~ct~I\'{fit(l4Qij.ij\1J!11if~<ff~~",,"'lijfoqlfil: .~-

~ql .. t ~ ~~ 1 .1 

( . 

. . 

The mixture ef the powder of p1'~jla, the cl.larcoal 
of avalgu;ja, wax and the dung of ~ hor e, r-amel and 
cow is an inflammable powdel' 'to b~ hurled against the 
enemy.2 

",~(!I1cU+4crc~ij6t~~,,~,iO(!I.~~~ ~vnsf1;J-

~:, .' 
Inflammable powders e;.ould be useQ ~O'~in t ~ be~~ged 

ene~y' by various contrivances. .Thu, they could· De 
tied to the tails of various kind of bird such a the 

. vulture, crow, pal ... ·ot, maina, pigeon, etc., and' they 
could be s~t at large toward the forts. This could be 
done only wh -'n th besieging army was almost at 
the very gates of the fort. If the camp of the besieging 
army, pow ever, wa. at a distance, tllen arch rs 'from 
an elevated place might aim. "fire arro \vB''' at th.e fort 

( 

and thu et fire to it.. Now the " question; naturally 
( 

, arises, how coul the balls mentioned above be used? 
Animals could not very well carry them, neither 
eould they -be hurled against an enemy' froro a distance. 
Some contrivanc& therefor~, must have existed for the 
effective use of balls ag~inst the fort of the enemy. Was 
that contrivance the if~ o{ Sukracharyya? It is 
difficult to answer the question from the 1\ rthasastra of 

.' Kautilya unle s we 'make bold to identify the' fire arrow' 
'- \ 

\ Artha8&8tra, XIII,4 . 
• nid. U ( 

( < 

• 
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with a woodeR rifle.1 It i almo t 'certaiJl howe'Ver, that 
the mec""mical composition given by ~autilya of a 
second kind of inflammable powder i almo t identical 

• with the compo ition of the · econd variety of gunpowder 
mentioned by Sukl'acharyya. Thus ay Kautilya: 

• So, the ingredients were (i) the powder of all the 
metals a red a ,p.r~'ft (fii) the m xture of the powder of 
kurnbhi, (iii) lead, o (iv) t"apu (zinc), mixed with char-

• • 
coa~ · powd l' of the flowers of (v) pa?'ihhad'i'alca (deodar), 
(pi) palds£t and (vii) hair and with oil, wax and turpen" 
tine. ,H 'will be een that, powder metals, lead and 
Zi.l~C as well as eharcoal powder mixed up with the other 

. su bgtan6e prody.re a kind of 1nflammable powdel;. • 
,.. 'l'he l'ecipe of SURtacharyya for pl'eparin 0' O'un owder 

i a follows: (i) charcoal, (ii) sulphur, (iii) 8uvarohi, 
(iv) "stones, (v) ha1'ital, (vi) lead, (vii) hing'ltl, (viii) iron 
filings, (ix) camphor, ex) jatu, (ri) indigo, (xii) juice of 
Sarala tree,S etc. It will be een, erefore, that the' con
stituent element of gunpowder in both Ka'utilya's 
Arthasa. tra ani Sukranitisara agree. Even' if the 
pa age in Sukraniti ara 'b,e r O'ltrded as interpolations, 
the pa sages in the Arthasa tra cannot be regatded as 
"literary fraud" and therefore, the inevitable conclusioll' 
is that t.he ancient Hindus knew the compo ition of gun
powder and cactually used if, in what oever °l'udimenta\-y 
a form it might be, at lea t fift en hundred years before 
the Saracens introduced it to Chri tian Europe. 
--------------- - --

• Ib id. :I • 
• Cf. also thl' 1lll.ho.Ljuullta., anti, LXI X., 45: "He hould plant on the I'a.mparts 

of bis fO.,"t8 Iltagh .. iB Ilnd oth\1' woapon .:; 
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As ob erved befo{'e, the e inflammable ' powders were 
regarded a ~fflI' and were ver,V sparinerly usM. Bom
bardment of be ieered town acc~rdiDg to ancient practice 
were very common but ev n Kautilya recoQ'bized the fact . 
that when a fort could b captured hy other !nean.:, no 
attempt should be made to set fire to it. ~ remarked 
before, the rea ons a gjO' lled by Kautilya do credit. both to 
the b.ead a well a the heart Of ,the great exponent. of 
a!lcient Hindu diplomacy : • 

~ ~~ tm~itsf1"f'lct€;Sttt lj • fiff~ql(f,iltr ... : ~~
~ .. I . ~nffit~TTCnllf~I'c:lliijQ'Jf~~5Q''!ltl~'(: I ~- . 
fit~u ~'~IRftfQ '(~. ~ l{Cff.,.. I I . • 

• 
Kautilya's .1trtha a tra conclusively proves' a.l~o that 

the ap.cient Hindu knew very well the compo ,ition: of . 
many k~nd of a phyxiatinO' era e. but n~t even KauWya' 
advoc te their indi crimiilat u even in the mos£ 
stubborn iege-warfare: 

" The smoke caU!~ed by buminer the powder of pntikita 
• (a tmking . in ect), fi. 1~, katl.ttu?nbl (a kind of bitter 

O'ourd), the bark of atakardama (a kind of tree) or the . ., 
powder of putikita, kshud?'ala (the resin of the plant) 
and hem(Jft)idari; th mok cau ed by h'urninO' the'le~ves 
of putilcaranja, yello ar eu.i~, realerar, the ~eed 'of ganja, 
the chaff of the eed of red cottort a8phota; lchach,a 
tWd the duuO' and urine of It cow cau es blindness. 2 

aimilarly, the root of lc li, lcushtha, nada, satavari, or 
ti& powder 01 a nake, the tail of a peacook krikana, and 
pfJ.IMhkushthf,£ together. w\th the chaff cau e make and 
thereby de trays the eye of all animal ,"8 Similarly, there 

1 A. S., XIII., 4. 

• Artbllo8 'tro., XIII., 4. 
• Ibid, XIV. ] : • 
Sfil~'I:~?:~~Ilihl'!::iilq",i .. "' 

1iI~"g",.,~.(l ,..,: I-A. ., XIV.,], • 
l. • • • 

9fl1"'''l''!:'I!i' ~'IfiI'~~1fl 
I 
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were gase whroh could cau e in'tantan ou death. All 
the e a phyxiating ga '8 and hell, if u ed, would 
have rendered the theatre of war a veritable hell. 
They were perhap. very rarely u d, if ever: and 
a.ntidote "were known again t the e helli h d vice . 
'Thus a Iftan could rendet· his eyes secure not by 
mas~s but by the application of ointment. and of 
Illedicinal "watel'-burm:.~' 'l'he openiuO' lines of , Bk. 
XIV, however, lead o~e to the belief that the ecret 

• 
methods of injurinO' an enemy we ~ u ed not collectively 
in warfal'~ but rath;r iltclividually 1t{J'ainst certain per on 
by Mleoholthas amd ueh other pies who could a ume th 
disgui e of idiot, dumb, deaf and blind pel' on. ' etc, 
Fortunat.ely for civili 'ation it was difficult to conceivt! , 
of .,an 'army of 'mi erable mortais ' and therefore, it i 

.. qui~~ probable that the 'n ~itution of foul' ca'te, the 
llmanity of tHe people, the momentum of tl"adition 

would revolt again t the i ndi criminate u e of such 
• II 

Machiavellian tactics in warfare. • 
"mI~~~mq~~~mt~· Jf~R I Cfilqelf<: , 

f~cm: 3!fi~~tI~tllf~~T~~iJ: .p\ff,,~fi!fm~m
~ ... m: ri~l~~il~: ~: ~'f~. Q(tI()W:t-, . 
'~T'En~: II, 

" 
A reO'ard too method" of warfare, the difierenc 

between JJlu"1'maj'ltddha and Kuta/1fddha has been pointed 
out befoI'e, A ~ stood fOt' honourab1e fight guided 
by all th la~v .of chivalry. In D1La1'majuddhl'J" declarati9n 
followed commencement of flO tilitie and t.he king howed 
the tru t-character of hi office, by exhorting hi soldier 

lJfit"lf("q"l,N"'I!I¥iiff~'OJ"'Uft"'Nhlql!lii!lifil~l"'i",.nl1t1i~l\:I)"'U ~: II 
• <'I 

See also pp. 4D9-4)0, Arthasilstm, Mysore Ed . It is diffioult to Itl .. 1MC th eon-
Irtituont elements, bnt these ohllpto1'8 in Kant ya's Arthasastro testify to Lb great 
advance that some peo¢e, Ilt any I'ate, in !lnoient India mad in the science of . 

... lohem~ 

-, 
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ju t . Oll th' ev& of the battle thus: "I am III. paid servant 
like your elves; thi country i to be enjoyed to ther with 
you; you have to trike the enemy specified by me. '" 
Tll ~ on the other hand, resem bled the" heraldless an~ • 
trucele war" amoDO'the Greek r,fJA.fp.o-; aK17pVKTrYt K/U aU7rov8o-; 

and actual operations b O'sn with the commeJlicement of 
ho tilitie : ~ ~ A,(cqCfi'~1: ~~"~:. Political e:rp '
dienQY dictated the adoption of" thL form of warfare. ill 
all ca 'e by a kinO' ".when he did not po sess a strong army, , 
when he did not I ncceed in hi in triO' ue or when he 
could not ecure a po itiOll favour~ble' to himsell."c It was 
then th.at the '''rim dQlJtrine of " ' tate ;ec(~sity " applied: 

. , 

" "~~fi(fife: Wf,"QOfTQ: ~fmr"~: ~ ACfi'tt~'· 
~~f~~~ "2 

< . • 

Th method chiefly employed In a ~,.cpuld be ola ified 
under. (1;) D va 'tation, (ii) trata~em, (iii) A a ination, 
('iv) Poison. All the e method!;: received their anction 
from political xpediency and not from international or 
inter tatal qlorality. 

\'lva t tion in a limited form has b en anotioned by 
c r 

nterm1tional Law at all time aocordin~ to the military 
e iO'enc of th army. Thu , accordiuO' to Grotiu ,3 only 
such ravarJ'e i.. tol l'ab l41. ~n. a hort time compels the 
ep my -to aek p 1:1.0 and even thi e triction on the 
th ory of unlimited de truction wa hedO'ed round by 
further limitation. Vattel.," authorised unlimited de true
tioo of a 110 Mle territor, in two ca e , fir tly,oacrain t the 
onru h of a nation of bar~arian and, econdly, when the 

I Arthasustl'&, x .,a. ~.~~~ f"If't'!c;:tt.i~ ~: ~.~ ~ 
"n~~~ ; ~:""~l1oV ; ~~~; qit~:I" 

~L 

• Arthaa tril, x., 2. 

• Grotius, IH., 12. 

• VlI.ttcl: Ilr., S167·68, 
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I " f 1': b' ' • nee( or maJ\lng a arrler for covering a lrontiei· again t 
a:n enemy·who could not be topped in ani other wa " 

. t' h y, 
was Imp era Ive. T e Hague Regulations allow destruc-

• tion of enemy' property only when ' uch de truction i > 

pnperatively demanded by the nece itie of war." The 
ame theory with reO'arn to deva tation wa held in ancient 

India. Thu say the ~ahabharata: "A king should 
(on the approach of th~ enem) et the inhabitant of 
the 'food on thE' hiO'hroad (the. e are th "l~C"!'I), 
and if .n ce ary, ~au e whol villaO'e to be remov d, 
transplanting all ne h'Qftbitant. to minor town 01' th 
ou~;kirts of grei1t cities ...... .. ... . He • hould him elf with-
draw all store of O'rain. If that b come impo ible, h 

• should de9troy them completely by fire. He . houid • 
set;. men for destroying the crop on th field of the 

• en~my. . FailinO' to do hi , he hould de troy "th e 
rep by mean of hi own troop. He . hould d 'tJ;oy ftll 

the bridge. .ovel' the ri e1' in hi kin dom. He houId 
• bale 'out the water of all th tank 'n hi dominion, OJ' 

if incapahle of halinO' tb.em ·ollt, au e them to be poi on d • 
.. . .. .. ... .. He hould de troy all the mallE'l' fort Df hi 
kingdom. He c honld al a cut down all the , malleI' troe 
xc"epting tho e "call d haitya. He hould C/}U e the 

branche of all the Jarger tree to -be lapp d off, but he 
houid not touch the very leave of tho called Ch itya.'." 

Kautilya in hi Artha ft tra r commend th dey tation. 
of the enemy' country through the help of wild tribes,2 
and if the ep.em aided by hi friend hut him elf up.in 
an impregnable fort, then hI neigh bourin~ enemie mi h t 

~ 

be employed to lay wast his territory.s 

• :&Jllhabhan~ta : Santi R~j . LXIX., 35 t flg. tr. Prata.pohandl'l\ Ray. 
I A. B .• XI!., I . ~ 

• Artha a8tra, XI I ., 3 : 

1\I~~If .. pti~ ~ II!IIt!lf".~, 1(I~41..,t~ft:t : ~ ~ . ~ ~ 
.,,!If., ... .,. 1 ~.~ 1'1 _ ~ lI.tltil"'tttnllli_ ~ ~ " 

-~,.----~------~ 
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Conquerqr , accordinO' to KautHya are c1f three Jdnds, 

(I' ajust conqueror, (Vi) a demon-like conqueror,"and (iii) ~ 
greedy conqueror. 'rhe -ju t conqueror remain atis:fled 
with mere obei ance. Th reedy conqueror banker 
af r crain in the hape of dominion or of we lth. Tbe 

~ 

demon-like conqueror sati fie him elf not ·merely by 
eizino- th land, trea urf, on Fl and wives of the con

quet d, but by taking th very hf~ of the conquered hhn .. 
If.1 tratarrem a~ ru. practi. d on the enemy wel'e fr -

qu ntly 1'e ol'ted to p cially in th ~~ or t,h 'battle 
of int.rigue. ' provincr th truth op ,lle 'A'eneral maxim that 
war i a conflict of w'its a much a it °i a conflict of . ,. 
arm. .. uch . tratagem werp cr 11/"l'ally pr~cti ed by ~. 
' Pl but they did not extend to the breach of ael' d obliga
tion uch a, would corre pond, for in t nc , to the' viola-
tion &f ftacr. of truce in modern time. . ' 

f • 

A a. ination, for publfc plUpO. eFl by pie . w~e 
regard d with appl'ova,] in anci nt a. well a. in medi val 
tim . Grotiu ju tmed . uch 1\ . ' a~sinatioll if carried out 

( bona fide . . Kautilya l'Acommended cold-blood d murder 
f kiJO.cr. hi f , of the army, cbi f of corporation and . ( 

other ouncilloJ·. ~L'h e a a .. ination W re however 
commit~d by pie. who W fe liabl ' 0 th xtremest 
penalty of law wh n aet.ul\ll. rought. Whole ... ale poi oning 

( . 
wa frequently r orted to. A all'ead:1" pointed out, th 
1 e of poison d al'l'OW. 01' th practice of poi onincr 
of well. waFl not appl'o ad. '1.'h Mahahharata prohi
bit d th poisonincr Gf well . anlt tanks

t 
ad" u picion 

( 

in r p ct of the ~ .ven
t 

lJrltn h(> of admini tration."2 

-------- - ---------------
1 I(1itsf"l~ ~~!PI ~rnl ~~ ~flI'~ ~I""" 

~ ~ 'lftl l:Wl1(ijJ 'I , ~ [lQrn ...... ... .. ·l;!ftll:iCjg ... ~t • .lI~ 

",,<f'liilQ'l II-A. .• n .,1. 

• Mnhabharat& : nn i-Raj, 0 1I1., 10. From unother pruoage of tb Saotiparva, 
LXIX, it would appear ho .... v r, that poi60uing of 'oks Willi ODe of the ~etlD. of , 
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Poisoning of individual or the cattle of )the ~nemy WM 

however 'not prohibited by the Arthasastra: Thus pies 
under concealment might capture the nemy' fort, 

• country or camp with the aid of weapons, · poi on, or fire.1 

Kautilya' Arthasastra lay down elaborate rules for the 
~dministration of poison by 'pie with almo t matchle 
pre~ision and cold-bloodedne . 'fhu , pie re iding in 
enemy's country a t1'a~el' coul<l ell poi oned liquors to 
soldiers.2 Spie under the garb of ervant might 8ell 

poisoneod grass and water and thu kill the enemy's 
cattle, hor e an· e epJlant.3 Pro titute· pieR might 

. entice away young prince, chief 0f corporation or of 
the army, who frequently paid the waO'e of theil' sin in the 
shape 0 ignominiou death. pie under the disO'ui e 
of ocoo1<. could mix poi on with food and thereby cause 

odelttl1. All these coun el al'e,p rhap coun el of p dec
tiQ,n in black ah, because, no tate would pe mjt the 
univer al administration of poi on within it territory by 
the apie of its enemy; and yet a publici t i a tounded by 
the liberal treatment accorded to the pie by king in .. 
ancient India. They were not branded as a olasi, nor 
were they put to death the moment' they were recognised 
ThUoS state on th ' eve of a war warmed with sJ]ie and 
Bhisma' advi~ed the exp~l ion qf beggars, cartmen, 
eunuchs, lunatic B,nd maimed per ons 0 that they.might 
not be e~ployed for uch nefariou purpo, es. In places 0 

of public resort, in ti1'thas, in assemblie and In the 

devaatation. Suob contamination of water do s not seem to be prohibited ann 

by the Hague conferences-:- uch oontaminations took pla.ce both during the Boer 

War as wal1 as during the rooe,,~ European War. ee Genero.l Maurioe'. book OD the 

Boer War. 

- I A. S., XIr., I. , 
'_0 A. S" XII.,.. 0 

• • ~bharata: Santi.Raj, ':S-XIX., 49· 

" L-______ ~O ! ______ ~ ________________ ~ 
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hOUSeB of the Ci'itizen( the king ~et on f~t competent: 
spies,1 Thus was attempted a partial check on t~e weird 
~ctivitieS of a disciplined system of universal e8pionag~ ' 
in ancient India. 

:-.' 

~ .. 

.f 

• .. 
• l·· • 

.... , .. 

I Of. Arlha.aa.atra.. XIV .. 1. 

Cf. ~ Arth Baltra, XIII., 1. 
o 

""t1".(1Ij,~"'qf""f~ • .,~~i! I 1I~ , 
~~: ";~~'i~: 

q(i(~<t,""il"n"'t1¥4: I-A.. So, XIV., 1. t, • 

.C 

• • 

. . 
.. 

o · • . . 
. . 

; . 

,.. 

0-: 

• 0' 

- -, 

.I"'tll~: ~': m~fW· 

•• ",'tnc94:fin1 tt: ~: '9'~ 
I 



, 
o o 

• 

~ I 
<> 

IN- ANCIENT INJ) IA -

CHAP'rER X 

N EUTRALI'l'Y 
. ' 
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f" 
"t' 

o • There is an almo t .universal con en us of opinion' 
among publici t that ~ation in antiquity had no clear 
cut id~s about Neutrality. "Since in antiquity there 

• 0 • I ' 
was no notion of ~ft fut~rnational Law, it i. not to be 
ex}>ected that neutrality as a legal 'n titution should have 
exi ted among the nations of old. Neutrality did not 
exist evetl in practice, for the belliger.ent DElVer recog
n' ed an attitude of impartiality on the part of other 

• staf43s.l I' One of the ground for thi mi taken notion 
- I that in antiquity a well as in medireval time" there 
was a total ab,sence of a. proper vocabulary of neutrality. 
The Romans spoke of neutrality as medii, a;mici 01' pacat't. 
Grotiu devoted very little attel'ltioD. to J')eutrality, He 
e tablished only two rules reJa.ting to neutrality j,n the 
chapter entitled ])e }tis, qui in bello medi"i 8U1~t, The fir ' t 
rulu r~lated .to the ju tice or inju tice of the cause of 

, 0 

the belligereots anJ neutra were advised not to help a 
belligerep.t whos~ cause wa; u~just, The econ,d rule 
again dealt with distributive justice or equality of treat. 

J 

ment toward bo h the belligerent. Bynker hoek doe 
not u e the term neutrality but call "nelJtral'" 1lQ,n

hOJJtes J and de~cribe them tls belonging to no party. In 
the seventeenth century, "the terms neutral anc! neutra
lity occur in a Latin and a German dre as well as in 
English, but they had to be adopted into the French 
language before their use became general." Vatioe1 writing 
in 1758 spoke of neutre and rumt1'alite. , ,,) 

----------------\ -----------------~~--
1 Op~eim : Inte(national Law, n .. ~. 

• 



166 
Ie 
• 

INTERNATIONAL LAW 
• o 

• 
Modern r~earche have, however, led to difiCoveries 

whioh might almost discredit the theory of publicist like ' 
c" Oppenheim. Thus, in Greece the term commonly used to 

express neutrality wer 'r/lTlJXUlV ayELV, 'r/o-uxa'EtV (to kee.p quiet), 
,.,.~(pot ,.,..,,&mpot (to be of neither party) and OtStar}LEITOlJ, EK1'OlJ 

,.,.."011 KaO."crOat (the party occupying an intermediate posi
tion). These words, of cour e, merely imply abstention 

• • • 0 

c 
t r 

from hostilitie but do not imp~ the po itive and the 
negative aspects of neutrality. 'fhe doctrine of neutrality 
did not find a cODaenial oil in the ilU-au orbing ambition 
of Rome. Her custorp.ary attitude wa ex,pre sed by one 
phrase "either for or again t"; no intermediary po ition 
WG conceded or even admitted. Thu ays Livy 1-

" media .... . . nulla' vi a est ... .. . Romanos aut soo-ios ha~t ltostes 
kabeatiB oportet." 

<'> 

In ancient India Asal1la oJ' neutralit J ormed one of 
the iX form of tate policy. TTatavyadlti declared that 
peace and war were the only two form of tate policy: 
Kautilya, however, vuteq in favour of the ix and defined 

' neutrality. as ri'll{qJlfT~-;f 2 or indifference. In the 
Kauti Y8n circle of , tate the two kings who did 
not identify them elve with the fCtf-attlls or the ~ 
or thei client tate , were the Jl1iQ1:{ king and 

~ • c • 
the "'~I4fl" king. The word (J{~ OCCUl'S in one pa age of 
tl1e ~ Ri'gveda S and in another p age of he Atharvaveda.4 

'fbere i a difference of opinion among cholars as to 
the meanin~ of the wbrd but the mo t accepted 
interpretation is that of an "arbitrator," lthough the 

1 Livy, XXXII., 21. 
t Arthuutra. VII., 1. 
I R. v., X., 97, 12 . 

• A. V, IV'J 9, 4. "ot whon eoever.O ointm nt, thou creepest over limb after limb 
joint after joi'nt. from thenoe thou driv t away the yakima like a. formidabl; 
MQdIl.V.",aci." ~oth UIIign8 the mea.ni~g i-nterceuoT to madhratnacl; Zimmer aooepia 
it in the Hnle of a • mediator.' Whitner con8ider thi8 meUling "imp!alllible'" 
aad 11Ia-u "mid~;-tman." OJ. alao K;;,\m., VIII., 6, ~d Manu, VII., 158. 
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~efiniticm of a Madhyama king in Kautilya would lead one 
. to agree with Geldner in tran lating i(~ as a" neutral' 
king. Thus Kautilya defines a ~\011~ king as one occupy- ,., 
ing territory close to both the Vijigisu and his .immediatt' 
enemy illo front and who is capable of helpinO' both of 
th~m, or resi ting either of them individually . 

• 
o • 'Cfftfiff~~~'~~ln"?I'~~~'filq~ ~1"-

~ 

~um:,1 1 
• • 0 

A Madhyama ing 1 the head of a overeign tate hav-
inO' under its ctmtrol ' the client tate,'2 A 'd~tQl., kinO' on 
the other hB:-pd, is one who e dominion lie beyond the 
tel'l'itol ie of the other kings of the circle· of . tate and who ' 
i ve'ry powerful, capa.ble of helping the sovereign states 
~eh lias those under 'the. JTij igisu, the .A1";' and the 

'. Hadhyama kinO''' either taken together or indiv.~dually, 
0)' of reSl ting any of t,}ulm individually." . 

~f~f~~\iQPtt • ~f",: ~~f~~T~ ~~~,,~: ~"'?I'l~r'~T~ 
ilmft~m!i(~iI~U ~i( ~1 fi1ri ~l~"'?tli'l~N,",,:I~ 

1'hus, from tb.e definition ~f th ~~Jf ~nd "d~lit .. it will 
be se8n that. the ancient I.ndian conception of 'tI utrality , 
made a nearer approach 'tg tlYe medireval conception of \.\, 
neutrality of Gro'tiu and Rachel rather than the d' veJoped 
ideas of neutral attitude in modern times but it i . not trUe 
to say that the ancient Indiarl'. did not under ta.nd an atti-

o , 0 

tude of nelltrality at all. If we trace the development of 
the idea of neutrality in medim.val time in Europe we hall ' 
be in a position to under mnd the Hindu idea of neutra
lity. According to Grotiu • views neutral state were bound 
to abstain from active participa.tion in th~. hostilitie 

6' • 

I A. S., VI., 2. 

• Y i/J,e 'upr4. 
• A. 9., VII.,'%. • • . . 
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'between the ~Hi 'et nt ·. 'rhe idea was al 0 abroad. itl "th 
. middle age of. Europe that a neutral state must be either 

weak or 'mean- pirited. 'l'h .arne views eem to have been 
held by Jrautily " if if' qU ~ ~'f~': u: "~TWrll 
iBut : 't'hi was not all. If-intere t guided the anoientO 
Hindu theory of neutrality. eutrality ,according to the 

m ( authol' hould b ob r ed by a kinO' when h 
cO'n 'idered him elf qual to hi . enenl)\" in pro we ,or when 
he thought that hi.- intere t. would be served better by . .. 
ob rving neutrality rather than 19y hi. ing part in actual 

,ho tilitie , 

" tt~ ~;fj({-" if ~ llwr: tR ~~~ ~' ; ifl~ mit 
~ ~ 

cti..aq~RI")~ ; ~Q'''i{~ 1I!{~mrl{C{ ~~i ~T ' ~~-
q~u ~ l{fi~ " ~1~~ mifTRfWCf. U 

'l'h 1 the idea eem t@ have beert entertained <'that 
r alization of s If-int re t, ometimes at any rate, , 
demanded th ob eJ'vance of neutrality: thi wa a 

( sub tantial . tep in adv nee in t e growth and develop
ment of the idea of neutrality , Thu say Kautilya once 
more : c 

" 

~~~"''t'Ul.~ QmifltW{Tq~' !fT iftfM~, ~'(ifQfl~,H! 

According to ancient' H.indu idea • neutrality was of 
tht' kinds: (i) thana keeping qui,et; caBana (withdrawal 
trom ho tilitie ) and upekshana (negligence), Keeping 

, quiet, after maintaining a. particular ~ind of policy is , ' 
.. 8thana; with<h'awul from ho til actions for the ake of 
\ one' own inter t i asafU6; and takinO' no step against ' 
an nemy i upekBltana" ' 

-.rt'ti{l(t",q",qf ~(fU~"Qflhn: I ~ir~ ~"'~ ~Tif" 
. .m1lnni' "'4:1".414:1"-; "q,q'''1l1Iittr. 'dq" ... ,r .. fll.3 

< l 

( 

, A.rthuaatra, VII., 1. 

• Ibid, VII.: 3,-
I' A. S" V ',) • . 
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• 
rrhu accor~ing to the cla ificatioIi mad aboy, f,}t{)ml 

and wpelaJhana would be the two form of neutrality 
'Corre ponding. to "neutrality" of the pre ent time . 

. Neutrality! according to Kautilya, miaoht be pre erved 
even aftQl' the declaration of war' under certain ·excep
tional cil'oomstances.. A tudy of the Artha astra would 
lead us ' to the belief that ob rvance 01' non-01) el'vance 
of peutrality a.t any particular juncture wa ' dicta~ed by 
con ideration of tate-ifttere t , or national policy, I'ather 
than '1 th~ pr ompting of moral 91:' juridical con ciou .. 
ness. Tni view ega':o ' . upport from the de perate 
~ttempts made by the MjifJisu and the A ri in the 'circle 
of state ' to catch hold 'of a neutral king and from a 
passage .in .. Kalltilya' Art~a., astl'a it wo,~!4 appeal' tha.t 
a Ma6i.hyama kin o' was reO'arded with O'reat di favolu 

, b Oa Vbjigisu,t. ' 
o 

0 0 

o " ifWf,,' ~fCffal~~~~~ 

~atAtf.r.t m ifWflf' ii:rtm'CliTSI'l.1f~, 'If''1Jl 'if lln!f1{i~i'\', 
~sfif~4\J~ I ~l.1.ll~~q~QJ')Jf m7i fl:r'mn~5nT~" , 
The t:heory of "en~ity by djst~nce" propound\?d" ~Y 
Kautilya ma~s a Madhyama's po ition almost unb"eatable 
bu~ the theory 0° of the balance of power conS}lu ively ~ 
prove that neutrality in ancie t indian polity was to a 

o . • 
arge extent prompted by juridical consciou ne s: ' . 

~tf{ -mtmri~-" 'lfi'\'~rit$li 1{\iQ'1{: ~~~ r.;mmt 
.qarfl'i.ltt: tI"l'?lTW ~ f4'C"I¥4 ,. dif 13 

,. 

, .. 
',I. "' . • ,'~ ' ) • • 

Thus,' if the Madnyama. king' attempted to overthrow the 
balance ' of power within th 'circle of tate then the 
Vijigisu ~ould incite the whole circle against him. From 

---,-------~~--------------------~----~~~ 
t ~ .. .. 

I Vide VB., 4. 
J A.. . ,.¢D.. , la. 

o A. S., VV" 1(1. 1 
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the daw • of ci ill ation, neutrality has stood in the way 
of unbridled 'conquest unles the conqueror c1)uld by 
di regard of alJ law or rules of morality convert the ' 
neutral into either a friend or a foe. A conquering kin(p 
wa advi .. ed by Kautilya to eek the protection of th 
Madh!Jam~a kina and the Udasina king when they were ('> 

both teemed by the circle of tate, ' 
,Madhyama king is neutrarlike the Udasina, but the 0 

former i on the point of joiniita the fray while the 
" latter through neO'lig nee-as the n' me signifies Jt-:-Ol' 

h1'ough "tate-intere t d ~sjro\i b'f mainta.ining a 
(' 

.n utral attitude. ~ 

ruthl SIS conqueror pantinO' for a world-empire 
( Ii ' 8 "tn Alexand r, a ( 'ae a1', a oui XIV, a c !:\poleon 

or a. Wilhelm would not RtOp when the' wa)' i Ion 0' a d 
the (pate i narrow, ' or when rule of International Ij8tw 
tand jn" hi way. 'r?ey ~ '6 all ,ca t a~de and the C01;1-

qual'or marches on with ceasele fur. It. wa for uch 
~ . 

(l, conqueror that Kftutilya wrote his Al'thasastra -and 
c with a cold cynici m lmparalleled for boldne he re-
comm ,nd d' " a conqueror first to seize the territory of the 
enemy close to hi comitry, then that of th~ Madhyama 
kinO' ''; ; ' thi being taken, he should seize the tet:ritol'y 

,. of th neutral kina. ,Thi is the first way to conquer 
l 0 

the world." 1 

• 
r. ~ n.f~;nSdi'Hll~ ~ llwn:t friq I ('jf_'I~CiI4).,1{ I 

qw nit 1fr1i: 1lf1tlif ~ tI' , ~ 

uch then in brief, are the anciont Hindu ideas ' of 
~ utrality. The e ideas w~re much more developed 'than 
those of the cIa sical Greeks and the Roman and even 
those of the European nations befor~ the French Revo
lution. Tl:.e elaborate rule regarding n utrality framed by 
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• ~ at cannot maintttill an ttitude f neutrality in a ~reitt 
~odd-co1l'fiict. Vioilttiol1s of llcutmlity \\- ' V r.· frequent 

durin the la t w . Thu "a ' Bel(.,ium vio akd; .. 
wa. Chme tel ritory "iolated: '0 did Chill prot .. t 
. g t the' violation of . her neutrali y beforo tho .n val 
b ttle off Valpa,ri 0; o· i!l. GJ'oe ec . lp 11 d to t' 'POUti· 

the cHI.u .e of the Enlon l!e 'rhtJ afci nt Indian ' did not 
fram elahorate rLlle. fo' . inh:rcoHr-; ' bet" een ne 1 ra1 

• 
. state . nd belli erent prU'tly h cau e they liveelthoulland . . , 
of year' b fOl'e th· triumph of modern civili tltion and 
to it very Jar<"te extent becau~ (· . WH,), wit,h them did no • 
a. olu..tely put au end to ·,11 in tercoUl' 'e eYen betw'en th(· 

... be ligerent tate. . 'l'rade and commtll" went on . hno, t 
.. . tel'rllpt.d J Ifd therefore ~ve do not meet \\ ith Jaboratu 

<.Ii 'ou sion in the Al'thu, a tr ~' ahoui the righti'! n,nel 
obI' a1-~ons of neutral POWt'l' . 

• 

• 

• 
.----......- ---

' !f; fit ~' , ~RlOlIl'!f tfil "'f • 
1!flil'ci 






